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INTRODUCTION 

The thesis of this dissertation is to show and 

prove the outstanding Christian character of Queen Jad-

wiga of Poland, 1374-1399, in the light of history and 

in the characteristically interesting tradition of her 

nations, Poland and Lithuania, which to our time is per­

tinent. The work and the study of this problem met with 

many difficulties in the selection of primary and second­

ary sources, which were consulted from the point of view 

of 

/A/ historical facts of the reign of the Queen; 

/B/ their interpretation from the point of the 

personal life of the Queen and her personality. 

These difficulties were caused mostly by the neu­

tral approach to the source material, favorable to the 

Queen, which eliminated, as it seems, to a great extent, 

unfavorable references* The author was confronted with 

one-sided material to a great extent. 

To avoid misunderstanding, the present author 

constantly kept in his mind that the study is not a psy­

chological dissertation, but a historical insight into 
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the character and life activity of the Queen. However, 

the character of this work required by its necessity a 

personal understanding and interpretation by the present 

author of the work:, and naturally he might meet with dif­

ferent interpretations of other scholars and their ap­

proaches, as well as other historians. This history is 

an individual interpretation of the past by the student, 

and naturally bears a strong character of individual un­

derstanding* 

The great chronicler, Jan Dt-MtfOsz, 1400-1480, the 

first worthy historian of the life of Queen Jadwlga, was 

a contemporary of her times and, especially of the Queen*s 

husband, Ladislaus Jagiello, recorded with sympathy, facts 

and events in the life of the Queen, but he, as I have 

noted, being sympathetic to the Queen, did not have any 

negative evidence relating to her personality. He, there­

fore, in spite of his outstanding authority, was partial. 

Before Dlugosz, Janko z Czamkowa, 1320-1387, 

left documentary evidence relating to the first ten years 

period of the Queen. He was again sympathetic to the 

young heiress of the throne of the Piasts, keeping in his 

memory the life of her maternal grandfather, King Casimir 
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the Great. 

After Dlugosz and Janko z Czarnkowa, chroniclers, 

such as Joachim and Marcin Bielski, Maciej stryjkowski, 

Maroin Kramer, and Bernard Wapowski, repeated the material 

accordingly, not adding any substantial new historical 

data.1 

Writers of the subsequent years built up a histo­

rical narration, rather than any objective studies of the 

Queen like J. Szujski, K. Szajnocha, and others, with the 

aim of consolation and rememberance of the past glory* 

Therefore, again they, however of high scholarly reputation, 

seem to be one-sided biographers of the glorious Queen* 

The modern Polish historiography from the second 

half of the nineteenth century brought into light many un­

known historical monuments directly or indirectly connec­

ted with the study of Jadwiga*s period. To them we owe 

our attention and especially to F. Piekosinski, A. Bie-

lowski, L. Dogiel, A. Przezdziecki, S. Kutrzeba, W. Sem-

kowicz and others,2 their editing of primary sources, re-

1 See Bibliography. 

2 Ibid. 
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vived not only the modern studies of Polish history, but 

also gave a new interest into the life of Queen Jadwiga 

and the correlated subjects. To them we include such 

scholars as St* Smolka, L. Rydel, Bishop W. Bandurski, 

J. Narbutt, 0. Halecki, J. Dabrowski, L. Kolankowski, 

A. Strzelecka, W. Maciejewska, H. Quillus, and others,3 

who revived a new interest in the study of the Queen. 

I can say with satisfaction that the life and the 

period of Jadwiga, the first wife of Ladislaus Jagiello, 

is substantially explored from the political and social 

points of view. My research, however, proved that the 

search in the historical understanding of the Queen*s per­

sonality and character was not dwelt upon yet. 

It is my aim to fill by this dissertation the 

lacuna in the studies of the above-mentioned scholars with 

the extensive use of already known primary and secondary 

source materials, in the national tradition and the cult 

to the Queen as an anthropological material, with the aim 

to explore them, from the point of view of this thesis* 

3 See Bibliography. 



INTRODUCTION ix 

Accordingly, we will approach the reign of the 

Queen at first from the historical background of her times, 

keeping the whole work on the chronological sequence of 

the Queen*s life* It will help us to set logically the 

development of the public and private life of the Queen* 

It must be stressed, however, that it is difficult to say 

that Queen Jadwiga had any really private life, as she, 

being four years of age, was betrothed to Prince Wilhelm 

of Austria for strictly political reasons* 

This early, important political event in the 

Queen*s life shaped all her life and character thereafter* 

Naturally, chronological order seemed to be the only me­

thod acceptable in this study* In spite of its biographi­

cal character, it tended not be such, it was attempted to 

keep it within the strict limitation of the thesis* It 

dwells, therefore, on the all-important and less-important 

events in the life of the Queen, illustrating essentials 

of her personality, as well as the posthumous fame which so 

vividly remained in the tradition. The last point will be 

treated as a document for its particular value* In the 

historical memory, one will see also, how documented his­

tory reveals itself in the legend and tradition of a nation* 



CHAPTER I 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF QUEEN JADWIGA*S 

ASCENSION TO THE THRONE 

Toward the end of the year 1370, the year Casimir 

the Great of Poland died, Europe, and especially Eastern 

Europe, was in a remarkable state of disunity and disorder. 

The mass of its inhabitants from the Mediterranean to the 

Arctic Ocean and from the Balkan peninsula and the Ural 

Mountains to the islands of Ireland and Iceland thought 

of themselves as members of a Old World people, and as 

associates in a Christian commonwealth. They were chosen 

because they were Christians, and they had a name for 

their commonwealth. They called it Christendom. 

Christendom had originated some fourteen hundred 

years earlier in the Asiatic provinces of the Roman Empire 

and for several centuries had been almost identical with 

that Empire spreading over Western Asia and northern Africa, 

as well as Eastern and Southern Europe. 

1 Toynbee, Arnold J., A Study of History, 
abridged by D.C. Somervell, New York-London, 1947, pages 
123-136. 

cf. Cambridge Medieval History. Cambridge Univer­
sity Press, 1928, Volume 8, Chapter I, pages 3-23. 

cf. Helmot, Hans, The History of the World, New 
York, 1902, Volume II, Chapters 3-4, pages 36-67. 

cf. Europa s'rodkowa (Central Europe), Encyclopedia 
Nauk Politycznych, Warsaw, 1937, pages 127-129. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF QUEEN JADWIGA*S 2 

ASCENSION TO THE THRONE 

But the rise and rapid extension of the Arab empire and 

the Moslem religion in the seventh century had served to 

deprive Christendom and the Roman Empire of its Asiatic 

and African provinces and to turn its expansive efforts 

northward in Europe. Christendom was extended over the 

Franks in the sixth century, over the Anglo-Saxons in the 

seventh century, over the Germans in the eight century, 

over the Moravians in the ninth century, over the Poles, 

Hungarians, or Magyars, Scandinavians, Finns and Kievians 

in the tenth century* For three hundred years prior to 

1399, Christendom had been Europe and Europe had been 

Christendom* 

For many centuries the ideas had been prevalent 

in Europe that Christendom was a political as well as a 

cultural unit, and that its government should ultimately 

be directed by two great coextensive institutions, inde­

pendent of each other but working in close alliance and 

2 Cambridge Medieval History, Op. Cit., pages 
72-83. 

cf. The Historical Role of Central-Eastern Europe, 
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Sciences, New York, 1944, pages 9-18. 
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ASCENSION TO THE THRONE 

alike commanding the allegiance of all Christians. One 

of these institutions was the Church, and the other was 

the Empire. The Church was the supreme spiritual power; 

the Empire was the supreme temporal power. Europeans 

owed obedience to both. 

About the year 1369, the year before the death of 

Casimir the Great, the basic social and political institu­

tion in eastern and central Europe had been feudalism, 

involving the exercise on the part of a large number of 

landed feudal nobles, of direct and almost independent 

political and economic power over the people on their 

respective territories. Against this institution, various 

princes, or kings gradually made some headway, reducing 

the feudal nobles to royal obedience. 

Opposing the Christian world was the Moslem Ottoman. 

They extended their sway over all the Moslem peoples in 

Asia Minor, and pushed further toward the West, so that 

in the second half of the fourteenth century they trans­

ferred their military activities and successes to south­

eastern Europe. The kings of Poland, and Hungary repeat-
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3 

edly tried to stem the tide of Moslem conquest. 

North of Poland the Teutonic Knights raised havoc, 

and conquest of the peoples in what is now Prussia, Latvia 
4 

and Lithuania. From the east, what is today Russia, the 

Tartar hordes raided and pillaged home and property in the 

Polish Christendom. It was the epoch of brutality and 

force, as well as pious supplication. 

It was at about this time that King Casimir the 

Great, 1333-1370, appears as a great Polish Piast monarch 

in bringing order out of chaos, stopping wars and insuring 

prosperity for the populace, and stabilizing peaceful 

relations with neighboring countries. A contemporary 

chronicler records that Casimir found Krakow "a city of 

wood and he left it a city of brickl" 

"Zastawszy Polske. gliniana., drewniana, i 
nieschludna,, pozostawil ja Kazimierzyw murowana^ 
ozdobna_ i wspaniala^ 5." 

3 See Oskar Halecki, The Warna Crusade, 1444, 
Krakow, introduction. 

4 Prochaska, Antoni, Z Dziejdw Uniji Jagiello^s-
kiej, Wilno, 1927, Volume IV, page 43. 

5 Dlugosz, Jan: Historiae Poloniae. Translated 
into Polish from the Latin by Karol Mecherzy£ski, Krakow, 
1863. Volume IV, page 301. 
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Finding Poland built of clay, wood and 
ugly, Casimir left it in splendor and beautiful 
brick. 

King Casimir built a strong and prosperous realm, 

so that in 1363, a numerous congress of central European 

kings and princes convening in Krakow, gave expression to 

all Europe's recognition of the prestige and authority 

which Poland had attained. 

The importance of Polish development under Casimir 

the Great as an eq,ual opponent of the encroaching Teutonic 

Knights was doubly stressed by every historian of the past 

and present. In the following words the work of Casimir 

is noted by today*s historiosophist: 

"Ta pot^ga - polityczna, wojskowa, gospodarcza, 
kulturalna, duchowa, - ktdrej organizatorem by! Ka-
simierz Wielki, stala sie, dopiero podstawq, przysz-
lej politycznej i wojskowej rozprawy z zakonem 
Krzyzackim i wogdle ze swiatem teutoilskim, do ktd-
rej krucha Polska lokietkowa byla jeszcze na dalsza 
mete_ za slab̂ .. Istotnym tworcâ  tych warunkdw, ktd-
rych owocem jest unia z Litwa, i zwyeiestwo grunwal-
dzkie, jest Kazimierz Wielki 6." 

6 Giertych, Je_drzej: Polityka Polska W Dziejaoh 
Europy. London: Montgomeryshire Printing Ltd. 1947, 
page 123. 

iokietek: Father of Casimir and King of Poland, 
1306-1333. Defeated the Teutonic Knights at Radziejow 
and Plowce in 1331. 
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"This power, - political, military, economic, 
cultural, spiritual, - whose organizor was Casimir 
the Great, became the essentials of the future 
political and military offense against the Knights 
of the Cross and generally against the Teutonic 
world which the weak Poland of the Lokietek lineage 
was in the long run far from strong. Truly, the 
creator of these conditions, whose fruit is the 
Union with Lithuania and the victory at Grunwald, 
is Casimir the Great. 

Early in his reign, Casimir designated his nephew, 

King Lewis of Hungary, as his successor to the Polish 

crown to continue the Piast line, in case he should die 

without a male heir. In 1370 King Lewis became the ruler 

of Poland, and at his death, two years later, his daughter 

Jadwiga was crowned the monarch of Poland. 

By 1370 conditions in Europe were in paradoxical 

contrast. The Church was rent with schism. Morals were 

lax. Crimes of violence stained the royal palaces, and 

were committed openly in the streets. War, whether 

foreign or civil, was part of the natural order of things. 

At the same time it was a period of great and living faith 

and piety. The echoes of the Crusades had not died away.8 

7 Koneczny, Feliks, Dzieje Polski, Lddz, 1903, 
Volume I, page 103. 

8 Problem Sredniowiecza, (The Problem of the Middle 
Ages), Pamigtnik IV Zjazdu historykow polskioh w Poznaniu, 
Warsaw, mas, pages i»-y. 
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Men had a high and chivalrous ideal before their eyes. 

If men and women were capable of treachery and of cruelty 

incredible to modern nations, they were equally capable 

of rising to the heights of self-sacrifice and heroic 

sanctity, yet the daily life of the Middle Ages was also 

full of gaiety. Europe resounded to song and prayer, to 

peace and war.9 

It is against this background of light and dark­

ness, of corruption and holiness, that the youthful Queen 

of Poland, Jadwiga of Anjou,10 stands out as a vision of 

loveliness and purity. 

9 Cf. Cambridge Medieval History, Op. Cit., page 
193. 

10 Webster's Biographical Dictionary: Spring­
field, Mass.: 1910. P. 49. "Anjou: French noble family 
established in the ninth century. There have been several 
houses of Anjou: Third House: Kings of Sicily and Naples. 
Anjou given in 1246 by King Louis IX as appanage to his 
brother Charles, Count of Provence, later 1266-85, King 
of Naples and Sicily; succeeded as king by his son Charles 
II, 1285-1309. Charles II had five children, from whom 
descended five different but interrelated lines of European 
rulers: Hungary - from oldest son, Charles Martel, 1272-
95, king in opposition, 1290-95, to Andrew III. Other 
members of the line include Charles Robert, founder of 
the Anjou line of Hungary, 1308-42; Louis the Great, King 
of Hungary, 1342-82; and King of Poland, 1370-82, and Mary, 
1382-95, who married Sigismund, later Holy Roman Emperor. 
King Louis the Great had three daughters: (continued p. 8). 
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The story of this maiden, who, at the price of her own 

happiness, brought a nation into the fold of the Roman 

Catholic Church, and who led the life of a Saint, adds 

a page not only of singular beauty, but of romance, 

both to secular history and to that of the Church11 upon 

whose altars it is the hope of the Polish nation to see 

her raised: 

"Jak wiadomo, w Krakowie odbywa sie proces 
informacyjny w sprawie beatyfikacji Kro'lowej 
Jadwigi. Akta tego procesu, przy okazji swego 
przyjazdu to Rzymu przywidzl Kardynal Adam 
SapJTieha, ksiaze inetropolita krakowski i zlozyt 
w sw. Kongregacji 0brze_d6w 12." 

10 ... Catherine, who died ii early youth; Maria, 
who became Q,ueen of Hungary, and Jadwiga who was crowned 
the Polish monarch in 1384." 

ij 

11 Vi tae Sactorum Regni Po lon iae Olim Sa rma t i ae , 
Krekow, B i b l j o t e k a Pdiskiej AkademJJi Umieq-^ttfoici, D z i a t , 
Manuskryptdw, Bbb. I , 32 , s e e . XVII I . 

cf, Z a l u s k i , X.W., Zywot, Swie„tobliwe j J adwig i , 
Warsaw, 1901, pages 176-191 . 

cf . J a n a s i e w i c z , X. F l o r i a n , Matka Swle,tyoh P o l s k a , 
Krakdw, 1767, pages 80 -97 . 

12 I n t e r - C a t h o l i c P r e s s Agency, Rome May 20 , 
1950. Pub l i shed i n the May 26, 1950 i s s u e of t h e P r z e -
wodnik K a t o l i c k i , weekly, New B r i t a i n , Conn. Also p u b l i s h ­
ed i n Dziennik P o l s k i , d a i l y , D e t r o i t , Mich , , June 12 , 
1950. 
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As i t i s known, in Krakow an informational 
hearing in the matter of the b e a t i f i c a t i o n of 
Queen Jadwiga i s taking p lace . Data for t h i s 
hear ing, on the occasion of h i s v i s i t to Rome, 
was brought by Adam Cardinal Sapieha, Metropo­
l i t a n of the Krakow Diocese, and was given to 
the Congregation of Canonization R i t e s . 

That news of h i s tor ica l importance returns us to the 

death of King Louis, 1382, and the two years of interregnum 

before the ascension to the Polish crown by Queen jadwiga 

over which, p o l i t i c a l factions and wars brought disorder to 

Poland. Foreign princes sought the Crown of poland, for 

example, Prince Sigismund of Luxemburg. Wars again divided 

the country into bel l igerent provinces, but the wisdom of 

the nation reasserted i t s e l f In the cal l ing to the Krak<$w 

throne the young Queen Jadwiga, who brought order and 

opened a new period of prosperity to her nat ion . 1 

1 Tide Halecki, Oskar, The Limits and Divisions of European 
Ifistory, London-New York, Sheed and Ward, 1950, 
Preface and Introduct ion.p.vi i -x i by Christopher Dawson. 



CHAPTER II 

JADWIGA*S EARLY LIFE: FAMILY AND COURT 

Jadwiga was the daughter of Louis of Anjou, King 

of Hungary and Poland, and of his second wife, Elizabeth 

of Bosnia. Jadwiga was the youngest of three daughters. 

Catherine and Maria were her elder sisters. Louis had 

hoped that with the birth of this third child to secure 

the ardently desired male heir to the throne of both 

Hungary and Poland. 

Jadwiga was born at the Hungarian Court in 1374. 

There has been much dispute among chroniclers and later 

writers and historians as to Jadwiga's date of birth. 

Hungarian records from Louis' Court show that Jadwiga 

was born in 1374 according to a letter sent by Pope 

Gregory XI from Avignon, dated January 13, 1374, in which 

he sent greetings to King Louis and his wishes for a male 

heir.1 

1 Monumenta Hungarian Historian Acta Extera 
Andegavensis III. Nr. 56. Budapest, 1886, p. 146. 

of. Balzer, Oswald, 0 Nastepstwie Tronu W Polsce, 
studium Historyczne, Rozprawa Akademiji Umiejetno^ci, 
Series 2, Volume II, 1897, pages 49-54. 

cf. also - Throcz, Joannis de, Chronica Hungaro-
rum, Ss. Rerum Hungariae, edited by J.G. Schwandtner, 
Budapest, 1879, pages 293-297. 
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Dlugosz did not specify any particular date, 

except for the fact that he included Jadwiga's birth in 

his chronicle notations for 1371. He records this fact 

as follows: 

"Elzbieta, zona Ludwika krdla Polskiego i 
We.gierskiego, po gora_cem obojga rodzicdw i panow 
Wegierskich upragnienia potomka plci m§zkiej, 
trzecim poiogiem powila cdrka na chrzcie swi^tym 
nazwano Jadwiga 2." 

Elizabeth, wife of Louis, king of Poland and 
Hungary, after expectant hopes of both parents 
and Hungarian princes for a male heir, at her 
third birth she brought forth a daughter, who at 
Holy Baptism was named Jadwiga. 

The day of the birth of Jadwiga is given as 

February 28 by the Benedictine Monks, who extracted facts 

from the Roman and other majbyrologies and also from the 

Latin-written chronicles of the period in their book, 

THE BOOK OF SAINTS.3 

2 Dlugosz, Jan: op. cit., Vol. 4, p. 320. 

3 The Books of Saints: New York, Macmillan, 
1947, Fourth edition. Compiled by the Benedictine Monks 
of St. Augustine Abbey, Ramsgate. 

"Jadwiga", p. 283. The compilers stated the 
birth of the Queen as February 28, 1374. 
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More precise notation as to the birth date of 

Jadwiga is emphasized by Queen Elizabeth, when offering 

Jadwiga as a candidate for the Polish throne in February, 

1383, to the Polish magnates. Elizabeth suggested that 

the age of twelve, the "age of reason" would not be reach­

ed by Jadwiga and that her daughter be returned to her in 

Hungary for two more years after her coronation in Poland. 

The dates of the births of King Louis' three 

daughters were settled by Jan Dabrowski in an exhaustive 

study: 

"Data urodzin Jadwigi jest ustalone na okres 
miedzy 3- pazdziernika, 1373, a 16- kwietnia, 
1374 *." 

The date of Jadwiga's birth is set in the 
period of time between October 3, 1373 and April 
16, 1374. 

The importance of Jadwiga's date is important 

because "child marriage" couples were not permitted to 

sustain the fullfilment of marriage until they were twelve 

years old. The chronological order of events in Jadwiga• s L)F«. 

follows the years after 1374. 

4 Dabrowski, Jan: Ostatnie Lata Ludwika Wiel­
ki ego i Krakdwj Akademija Umiejetnogci, 1918, p. 16, 
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Through her father Jadwiga belonged to the Anjou 

family, the most brilliant royal house in Europe of the 

Middle Ages, which at the time of Jadwiga»s childhood was 

ruling over Poland, Hungary and Napels, and which had been 

sung by Dante, both in praise and with bitter invective. 

The blood of Saints ran in Jadwiga's veins. St. 

Louis of France was among her ancestors.^ Another St. 

Louis, the young Bishop of Toulouse,6 was her great-great 

uncle. She was related to St. Elizabeth of Hungary.7 

That galaxy of royal nuns who belonged to Poland, 

who forsook a court for a life of penance in the most 

severe religious orders of the Church — St. Salomea,8 — 

Bl. Kinga or Kunegunda,9 — St. Iolanthe,10 — and St. 

5 Bitschnau, Ksia_dz 0.) Zywoty Swiejtych Pans-
kich, Wroclaw, 1895^ Ludwik IX, krdl francuski, p. 821. 

6 Ibid. Ludwik Biskup, 1299, pp. 799-800. 

7 Ibid. Slzbieta, 1096, 1096-8. 

8 Ibid. Salomea, ksiezna Halicka, 1269, pp. 
1057-60. 

712-15. 

599-601. 

9 Ibid. Kunegunda, ksiezna Polska, 1260, 

10 Ibid. Jolanta, ksiezna, kaliska, 1298, 
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Jadwiga of Silesia11 were all Jadwiga's kinswomen. 

On the other hand if Jadwiga had a tradition of 

Saints behind her, she also had a no less strong inheri­

tance of the passionate southern blood of the Anjous, 

that had impelled the less saintly of her kindred not 

only to deeds of violence, but to moral corruption which 

was so common a feature of the royal life of Jadwiga's 

day. 

In appraising the character of Jadwiga one must 

always bear that fact in mind. Both from her father and 

mother, Jadwiga inherited the royal blood of the Piasts, 

Poland's earliest dynasty. This dynasty had ended with 

the death of Jadwiga's great uncle, Casimir the Great. 

He had reigned over Poland long and wisely, for 37 years. 

From his just treatment of the peasants he was bestowed 

the title of "the peasant king". On his death in the 

absence of direct male heirs, the crown passed to his 

nephew, the son of his sister, Elizabeth, Louis of Anjou, 

11 Ibid. Jadwiga, ksiezna polska, 1243, 987-91. 
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the king of Hungary, the father of Jadwiga.12 

Jadwiga's father was an outstanding figure in 

the Europe of his day. He had fought much and with 

distinction in many wars. He had made Hungary a great 

nation within and without, and was one of the ables poli­

ticians in Europe. 

The Pope in Rome regarded him as a champion of 

the Church and called him "Rex Christianissimus".13 The 

eyes of those who still yearned to see the sepulchre of 

our Savior redeemed from the infidel hands turned to 

him. It was to him that St. Catherine of Sienna appealed 

in impassioned strains as the man who was called to defend 

the cause of Christ.14 

For two happenings had filled the world with their 

repercussions. All Europe fixed its attention on the 

12 For an authorative study of Casimir the Great 
see: Szujskl, Jdxef, Charakterystyka Kazimlerza Wiel-
kiego, Krakdw, Akademija Umiej<gtno3ci, 1861. 
Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., Volume IV, pages 37-358. 
Halecki, Oskar, Kazimieaz Wielki, Encyklopedia Polska, 
Krakdw, 1920. 

13 Monumenta Hungarlae Historica—Acta Externa, 
Budapest, 1876, Part 3, p. 647. 

14 See Gardner, Edmund, St. Catherine of Sienna, 
London: Alexander Ousley, 1724; pp. 120, et seq. 
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recent deaths of Pope Gregory XI and of Charles IV, Em­

peror of the Holy Empire. The Christians in the Church 

divided against itself, watched with conflicting interest 

the strange drama in progress in Rome. Two rival popes 

were thundering anathemas at each other, Pope Urban VI in 

Rome, and Clement VII at Avignon, the false pope. Hoping 

to win over the notorious Queen Joanna of Naples, ally of 

Clement, St. Catherine of Sienna wrote to Louis: 

"Much good will result from your coming here. 
Perhaps the true cause will triumph without the 
use of physical force, and the deluded Queen may 
be rescued from her obstinate perversion either 
by fear or by love. You are well aware how the 
Christ has spared her hitherto, being unwilling 
to deprive her actually of that which by her 
conduct she has forfeited. He has awaited her re-
pentence out of consideration of you and your fa­
mily 15." 

In the world of his day King Louis was looked 

upon as a type of chivalry. Yet, he had a keen eye for 

trade, and knew how to drive a hard bargain. He was at 

his worst as King of Poland: 

"Za czasdw krdia Ludwika nie bylo zadnej sta-
los'ci w krdlestwie polskim, ani zadnej sprawiedli-
wos'ci. Albowiem starostwie i ich burgrabowie 
lupili ciagle dobra ubozszych ludzi, a je^li niek-
to'rzy z poszkodowanych, zastawszy swe maj^tki, 

15 Gardner, Edmund, Op. Cit., p. 122. 
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jechali do Wegier i tarn skargi do krdia zanosili, 
krdl wydawszy im listy za ktdre musieli w kance-
laryi placid wielkie pienia.dze, odsylai ich do 
domu, atoli starostwie zadnej uwagi na te listy 
nie zwracali i nie przestawali uciemiezac' ludzi. 
Lupienie na drogach publicznych kupcdw i innych 
przejezdzajacych oraz kradzieze dziaiy sie nieus-
tanie; starostwie z&d dbajad jedynie o swoje 
zyski, ani hamowali, ani obiecali tego hamowad -^." 

During the time of King Louis, there was no 
security in the Polish kingdom, nor any justice. 
In fact the lords and the burghers constantly 
despoiled the goods from the poorer fold, and if 
some of the injured left their estates and rode 
to Hungary and there brought complaint to the king, 
the king issued letters to them for which they had 
to pay the treasurer huge sums, and then sent them 
home; despite this, the lords paid no attention to 
these letters and did not cease to burden the peo­
ple. Stealing from the merchants and from others 
on the public highways continued without cease, the 
lords worrying about their gains, did not stop the 
depredations, nor promised to lessen them. 

Louis cared little for Poland's interests. Al­

though he ruled over her for twelve years, he had not 

learned her language. Knowing that his health was fail­

ing, his only concern with Poland was to secure the throne 

to one or the other of his children. Louis was a strict 

Catholic and extremely devout. He had a special devotion 

16 Janko z Czarnkowa: Chronicon Polonorum, 
1333-1384^ Translated from Latin into Polish by Z. Zerbillo, 
Warsaw, 1905, p. 128. 
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to Our Lady, to whose protection he ascribed his deliver­

ance from all dangers of his life, and all its prosper­

ity.17 Although he loved the hunt and pomp and splendor, 

he had a turn for contemplation, and towards the end of 

his life delighted to wear the religious habit. 

The royal qualities which were so prominent in 

Jadwiga's character were, in so far as they were inherit­

ed, derived mainly from her father. Her mother, Elizabeth 

of Bosnia, had little of the great lady about her. She 

was descended through her mother from the royal house of 

the Piasts,18 but her father, the Ban of Bosnia, for all 

his conversion to the Catholic faith and his subsequent 

zeal for its spread in his country, cut a mean figure in 

the history of the times. 

In connection with jadwiga's future Apostolic 

labors for the conversion of the Ruthenian Schismatics it 

is interesting to realize that it was through the instru-

17 Dabrowski, Jan, Ostatnie Lata Ludwika Wlel-
kiego, 1370-1382, Akademija Umiejftno^ci, Krakdw, 1918, 
pages 63-70. 

18 Balzer, Oswald, Genealogia Piastdw, Krakdw, 
Polska Akademija Umieje_tnoSci, 1893, p. 29. 
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mentality of her grandmother, a Polish princess, who 

married the Ban of Bosnia, that the Franciscan mission­

aries were brought into that country. Much of Jadwiga*s 

ardor in her efforts to bring Schismatic subjects of her 

own into the Church may have been colored by what she had 

heard from her mother when a child. 

In her youth Jadwiga's mother had been one of the 

ladies-in-waiting at the Hungarian Court of the Polish 

Queen, Elizabeth, Louis* mother. After the death of his 

first wife Louis married her. Beyond the fact that she, 

too, was a devout Catholic, hers was not a nature that 

could have impressed itself upon so strong and innately 

pure a soul as Jadwiga*s.19 

Elizabeth was possessed of no very high qualities. 

Double-dealing was her rooted characteristic. At times 

it carried her through her intriguing in a masterly man­

ner. At others it was too crude to deserve the name of 

diplomacy. Her moral character was by no means superior 

19 For life of the court consult: Dabrowski, 
Jan, Op. Cit., pages 74-91. 

cf. Frankdi, Wilhelm, Die Heiratspolitik Ludwiks 
des Grossen, Ungarische Rundschau, 1913, number 3, pages 
97-105. 

cf, also Pray, Gregor, Commentarii Historici Bos-
niae, Serviae Ac Bulgariae Cum Regno Hungariae.g|dited by 

I 
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to that of the times, and the child who was to lead the 

life of a saint upon the throne had small incitement 

thereto from the example of her mother. 

One story given by the pragmatical Polish chronic­

ler, Dlugosz,20 a contemporary of the times, as an example 

of Elizabeth's character is that after performing her 

devotions at the shrine of St. Simeon in Zara, she left 

the church hiding on her person a relic she had stolen, 

may be equally be accounted for by an excess of misplaced 

piety, and was not an uncommon practice in the Middle Ages. 

It must be owned that the student of Jadwiga's 

history feels free to condone this lapse from honesty, 

or from good manners, because Elizabeth, being overtaken 

by faintness on leaving the Church, was frightened, 

brought back the relic,21 and in expiation had a silver 

shrine made for the remains of the Saint by an Italian 

artist. On the panel of the casket the Queen is represent-

19 ... G. Fejer, Budapest, 1908, pages 34-54. 

20 Dlugosz, Janj Op. Cit.. Vol. IV, pp. 361-2. 

21 Thalloczy, L.i> Studien Zur Geschlchte Bos-
niens Und Serbiens Im Mitelalter? Budapest, 1873, 
pp. 49-55. 
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ed kneeling with three little girls, her daughters, 

Catherine, Maria and Jadwiga, the youngest of Elizabeth's 

children, then about six years old. This is the earliest 

iconographical representation of Jadwiga known. In after 

years Jadwiga remembering with admiration this offering 

of her mother's, presented a work of the same sort to the 

Cathedral in Krakdw.22 

Elizabeth had far less to do with the education 

of her children than her father. Louis* little girls 

were brought up at his desire, not only very carefully 

and religiously, but also in all the courtly graces and 

accomplishments for which the House of Anjou was cele­

brated.23 

The court of Louis of Anjou, modelled after that 

of Naples, was one of the most brilliant in Europe, and 

was considered a school of chivalry and culture. From her 

early childhood Jadwiga lived in the great world, amidst 

the finest chivalric traditions of the age. The atmosphere 

22 Lepszy, L., Krakdw, 1906, Akademija Umieje_t-
wos'ci, Krakow, page 203. Also translated by R. Dybowski, 
Cracow, London, T. Fisher Unwin, 1912. 

23 Dabrowski, Jan, Op. Cit., pages 162-4. 
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of the court was devout. The King always attended daily 

Mass, and expected the rest of the court to do the same. 

But it was also gay, "as ready to dance as to say the 

rosary", states an Old Polish proverb.24 

Possessed of great wealth which Jadwiga inherited, 

Louis entertained lavishly. He would have no strict eti­

quette or formality around him, and invited all the world 

to his table, Jadwiga's life was full of gayety and 

variety. Foreign statesmen and royal visitors along with 

Church dignitaries were often staying at her father's 

Court. The neighboring sovereigns sent their children, 

both boys and girls, there as a training in finished 

manners and accomplishment.2^ Jadwiga, had, therefore, 

a bevy of young princes and princesses, children of her 

own age, for playmates. Among these were two boys, who, 

in their different ways, had much to do with her future 

life: Sigismund of Luxemburg, son of the Emperor Charles 

IV, himself to become the Emperor of Germany, and William, 

son of Prince Leopold of Austria, a Hapsburg. These boys 

24 "I do tanca i rc^zanca", or "Dojrdzanca i do 
tanca". 

25 Kikullew, Johannes de, Chronica, edita J.G. 
Schwawdtner, SS. Rerum Hungaria, volume I, pages 112-3. 
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were betrothed respectively to the two little princesses, 

Maria and Jadwiga.26 

King Louis employed excellent tutors for his girls7 

training, to guide their studies, and insisted that they 

should learn Latin, the Court language. The Bishop of 

Veszprem and the poet, Suchenwirt, were Jadwiga's favorite 

teachers and story-tellers. 

Jadwiga grew up knowing several languages. She 

spoke Hungarian, German and French. She knew Italian, 

than language so familiar to her house, which she heard 

when she accompanied her mother to any of the royal castles 

in Dalmatia. Polish was her second tongue.27 

Her grandmother, the Queen Mother Elizabeth, the 

sister of Casimir the Great, on her marriage to the King 

of Hungary, had brought with her a numerous Polish suite. 

The Hungarian court was crowded with Poles and Jadwiga 

had every opportunity to speak the language. 

One of the earliest Polish manuscripts of this 

time was transcribed for Jadwiga and her sister Maria, 

26 Dabrowski, Jan , Op. C i t . , page 4 5 . 

27 Dabrowski, J an , Cz^ rd lowa Jadwiga Umiala Po 
Polsku? . Czas, Warsaw, December 24, 1923, page 6 . 
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It is a copy of the famous Florian Psalter,28 in which 

the Latin Psalms are followed by Polish and German trans­

lations. It is often been repeated that the original was 

written by a scribe engaged by King Louis. This fact has 

not been proved*29 

The beautiful pages are ornamented with the lilies 

of Anjou to which the princesses belonged. This is the 

main reason why bibliophiles often allege that it was a 

product of King Louis' interest in books.30 Louis was 

fond of reading and contemplation, and had, what was for 

those days, a good library. Jadwiga inherited that taste. 

When later on, we shall find her as Queen of Poland collect­

ing books and having translations made into Polish for the 

benefit of her subjects, she will be carrying on the tra-

28 Psalterz Florjanski. It is called the first 
Polish book and was written sometime in the 14th century. 
It is a translation of 150 Psalms of David. The name for 
it comes from the fact that it was kept at St. Florian's 
Monastery. 

29 Finkel, Ludwik: Bibliograf ja Historjji Polski 
Lwdw, 1904, Vol. I, Indexed in the chronoligical list. 

30 Chrzanowski, Igancy: Historja Literatury: 
Niepodleglej Polski. Krakow, 1908, p. 13. 

The Florian Psalter is believed to be still in 
Montreal Museum, Canada, after bein^brought there in 1940 
for safekeeping from the Nazis. 
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ditions and predilections of her early education and 

pious upbringing, 

Jadwiga also appears to have loved music* She 

always had musicians at her royal court, and her founding 

of a choir of psaltry in the Cathedral in Krakdw, inspired 

by devotion to the service of God, is not likely to have 

originated with one who did not delight in song, both 

sacred and profane.31 

The House of Anjou was the patron and friend of 

art and poetry. Jadwiga during her girlhood lived in rooms 

whose walls and ceilings glowed with Italian and French 

paintings. We know from the elaborately embroided altar 

vestments with which she enriched the Polish churches that 

Jadwiga was artistically able with the needle.32 

Jadwiga and Maria were bethrothed to princes al­

most in their infancy. With their wealth and their royal 

connections, with the crowns of Poland, Hungary and Naples 

as their dowry, the daughters of Louis of Anjou were not 

only personages of great importance in the political plans 

31 Decius, I.I.L., De Jagellonum Familia, Chro-
nicon, Regni Poloniae, Krakow, Nakiad Uniwersytecki, 1701, 
pages 132-3. 

, 32 Now preserved in the Treasury of the Cathedral 
.of. Kr»kow. 
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of their father, but matrimonial prizes. 

The eldest, Catherine, almoiTst four years older 

than Jadwiga, was destined, had she lived, for the son 

of the King of France. Maria was engaged to the heir to 

the German Empire, Sigismund of Luxemburg, and Jadwiga 

to the Prince William of Austria. This is the reason for 

arranging this "infant marriage" alleged by a Polish chro­

nicler: 

"Ludwik, krdl Wggierski i Polski, czujad sie, 
na silach oslabionym i rdznym slabos'ciom podleglym, 
jedne. z cdrek swoich, mlodsza wiekiem ale urodnie-
jszâ  zaslubil Wilhelmowi ksi^ciu Austryi, synowi 
Leopolda, ktdry z Austryji przyslany do Wegier, 
ciagle az" do dmierci Ludwika chowal si£ na dworze 
teslsia z czulos'cia jak syn kochany i podejmowany 33.» 

Louis, King of Hungary and Poland, feeling weak 
in strength and other debilitating weakness, offered 
one of his daughters, the youngest and the loveliest, 
as fiance to William, Prince of Austria, son of 
Leopold, who was sent to Hungary from Austria, and 
always until the death of Louis resided at the Court 
of his father-in-law as a loved and honored son. 

Jadwiga was almost four years old when affianced 

to little Prince William, who was four years older than 

herself. Three years later the betrothal was given a more 

solemn character by one of the "infant marriages" or 

"marriages of the future", as they were called, which in 

33 Dlugosz, Jan) Op. Cit,, Vol. 4, p. 334. 
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Middle Ages, parents were permitted to contract for their 

children for reasons of state. 

The parents of Jadwiga and William in drawing up 

the marriage pact between the two children, guaranteed 

that should either party refuse to carry out the marriage, 

the party that broke the agreement should pay the other 

200,000 florins. The infant marriages, entered into for 

political and dynastic reasons, partook largely of the 

nature of business contracts between the parents on each 

side. They were abolished by the Council of Trent in 

1563.S4 

Jadwiga was about four years old, and her little 

fiance eight, when the necessary ceremony of the infant 

marriage took place. It was performed at the Hungarian 

town of Haimburg on the Danube.35 

In the parish church which was thronged with 

dignitaries of Church and State, all in their ecclesias­

tical or court robes, the Cardinal Archbishop Demetrius 

34 Codex Diplomatlous Hungariae, IX, Col. V. 
Nr. 122, p. 225. 

35 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., Volume I (Eplstolae) 
page 259. cf* Katona, Hageni. Historica Critica Regni 
Hungariae, Budapest, 1872, pages 312-3. 
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joined the hands of the two little children before the 

altar. After the ceremony there was a banquet accompa­

nied by the music and dancing without which no festivity 

of the Middle Ages was complete. The ceremony took place 

in June, 1378.36 

Jadwiga grew up looking upon this boy as her 

future husband. This was to bring personal tragedy into 

her life. According to ecclesiastical laws, this marriage 

had no meaning provided the couple did not consummate the 

marriage act at the age of reason. In this situation this 

act only extended cordial relations with the Habsburg 

House for King Louis. 

During the first part of Jadwiga's childhood, 

there seemed no likelihood of her ever being Queen of 

Poland. After Catherine's death it was her sister Maria 

with her betrothed husband, young Sigismund, to whom Louis 

intended that the Polish nobles should promise the throne. 

The crown of Hungary was destined for Jadwiga. Louis 

36 Codex Diplomaticus. IX, Op* Cit., pages 225-2^7. 

cf. Codex Diplomaticus Hungariae-Ecclesiasticus 
Ac Civilis, G. Fejer, Budapest, 1834, volume IX, page 
632. 
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ordained that Prince William, who had the prospect before 

him of reigning over Hungary as the husband of her Queen, 

should be educated at the Hungarian Court. It being also 

the custom after the infant royal marriage had been per­

formed that the future bride should spend part of her 

life in the family of the boy who was to be her husband. 

Jadwiga was sent to the Court at Vienna, while William 

went to that of Hungary at Buda. Henceforth, until the 

last year of her father's reign, Jadwiga was a good deal 

of the time in Vienna.37 

During the first part of Jadwiga's childhood 

there seemed no likelihood that she would be so well in­

formed of the Teutonic Knights in the North, and Lithua­

nian barbarians, until she entered the life in t&e Court 

of Vienna. As jadwiga grew older she listened to the songs 

and the stories rendered by the German poets and minstrels. 

She was a daughter of a family that was the patron of the 

arts, and the love of poetry and prayer was in her blood. 

She heard one of these poets at the Court in Vienna sing 

of a wild heathen land called Lithuania, on the boundaries 

37 Dabrowski, Jan, Op. Cit., page 193. 
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of Po land , over which her f a t h e r r e i g n e d , which s t i l l 

remained the only pagan count ry i n the midst of C h r i s t i a n 

Europe, where the people worshipped hand-made gods in 

t h e i r g i a n t , pr imeval f o r e s t s , t he dep ths of which no 

human foot had p e n e t r a t e d . 3 8 This was the f o l k which 

warred a g a i n , and a g a i n upon Po land , and had done so ever 

s ince Jadwiga*s b i r t h . Suchenwir t , t he p o e t , had h imse l f 

fought t h e people of t h a t land i n the army of t h e Teutonic 

K n i g h t s , and from him and from p i c t u r e s q u e Duke Albe r t I I I , 

Will iam*s d i s p o s s e s s e d u n c l e , Jadwiga heard t a l e s of t h e 

m i l i t a r y monks whose h i s t o r y has so much to do wi th t h a t 

of t h e n a t i o n whose queen she was t o become. 

The P o l i s h n o v e l i s t Henryk S ienkiewicz wrote t h e 

h i s t o r y of t h e work and d e p r a d a t i o n s of t h e s e m i l i t a r y 

monks i n h i s famous n o v e l , gNIGHTS OF THE CROSS.39 This 

h i s t o r i c a l novel of t h i s pe r i od had had no equal i n such 

w r i t t e n r e c o r d s of t h e s e k n i g h t s . 

38 Chase, Thomas G., The S tory of L i t h u a n i a , 
New York, 1946, Chapter 2 , pages 2 7 - 4 3 . 

39 S ienk iewicz , Henryk: Krzyzacy. [Teuton ic 
Knights^, F i r s t pub l i shed in J^Tygodnik,I lus_irowanyw7' i n 
1897, a s a book, i n Warsaw, 1900. f. ^aj. 
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In recent times the following characteristic of 

these military monks is noted by an outstanding scholar 

Roman Dybowski: 

"On the failure of the Crusades in Palestine 
the Knights of the Cross, or the Teutonic Order, 
left the Holy Land and settled in northern Europe, 
ostensibly to convert the heathen tribes there. 
This work they carried on with fire and sword. 
Later, summoned in an evil hour for Poland by Conrad 
of Mazowia, to help him in subjugating heathen 
Prussia, they exterminated the inhabitants of that 
country, whose actual name passed to them. They 
became masters of Prussia and the deadliest enemies 
of both Lithuania and of Poland. Lithuania being 
still a heathen country, under the pretext of con­
verting her to Christianity, they ravaged the coun­
try with perpetual armed incursions 40#»* 

The cruelties the Knights perpetrated were such 

as to draw down upon them the condemnation of the Holy See. 

In the sixteenth century the Grand Master, and a few of 

his followers who were left, renounced their religious 

vows and embraced Lutheranism, and became the founders of 

modern Prussia41 and militarism42 that has come down to 

40 Dybowski, Roman: Outlines of Polish History, 
London, Unwin, 1925 j "Between Tartar and Teuton", pp.21-3. 

41 Kohn, Hans, The Idea of Nationalism. New York, 
Macmillan, "The Dawn of Nationalism in Europe", pages 262-
280. 

42 Voigt, Johannes, Geschichte Preussens vc-itf dem 
Altesten Zeiten Bis Sum Untergang der Herrschaft des Deut-
schen Ordens, Konigsberg, 1927, volume 5, pages 116-9. 



JADWIGA'S EARLY LIFE: FAMILY AND COURT 32 

H i t l e r ' s war . In the days of Jadwiga, Western Europe was 

s t i l l b l i n d t o t h e i r t r u e c h a r a c t e r , and he ld them fo r 

C r u s a d e r s , 

Jadwiga*s own f a t h e r , l i k e many a f o r e i g n k n i g h t 

and p r i n c e , had fought under the banners of t he s t o r y ­

t e l l e r s a s t hey t o l d of t h e s e k n i g h t s in t h e i r whi te 

c loaks w i t h the b lack c r o s s embroidered on the back , r i d i n g 

i n t o t h e f o r e s t s of L i thuan ia and engaging i n b a t t l e i n 

t h e name of God, would only have heard of t he se men under 

a glamor of g l o r y , w i t h a h a l o of t h e Crusader about them. 

Jadwiga would n o t have known t h a t t h e i r z e a l f o r 

convers ion h i d t h e l u s t of conques t , and t h a t those t h e y 

p ro fe s sed t o be conve r t i ng they e i t h e r slew or c a r r i e d 

i n t o s l a v e r y . She could no t have f o r e s e e n t h a t yea r s l a t e r 

she was t o conf ron t t h e Grand Master §0: t h e Order as a 

messenger of Divine v e n g e n c e . 4 3 

The v i s i o n of t h i s l i t t l e maiden l i s t e n i n g a b s o r b ­

ed i n the Court songs of the c o n f l i c t between L i thuan i a 

and t h e Teutonic K n i g h t s , a l l unaware of t h e p a r t t h a t t h e 

'43 Dlugosz, J a n , Op. C i t . , page 492 . 
c f . A n n a l i s t a T h o r u n i e n s i s , SS. Rerum P r u s s i c u s , 

Volume I I I , 1866, e d i t e d by Theodore H i r s c h , pages 222-
227 . 
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Order and , above a l l , L i t h u a n i a were t o p lay i n h e r l i f e , 

i s i n the l i g h t of subsequent events a very c u r i o u s one . 

Nor d id t h e c h i l d dream a s she heard w i t h a t h r i l l of 

f e a r t h e s t o r i e s of t h e wi ld L i t huan i an l a n d , t h a t i t was 

t h i s land which was t o be the t r a g e d y and the g l o r y of 

he r own h i s t o r y . 

In the Court of Vienna Jadwiga l i v e d amidst a 

c o r r u p t s o c i e t y . Those where were n e a r e s t t o h e r , h e r 

f u t u r e husband*s f ami ly , were by no means models of v i r ­

t u e . Yet , t h i s g i r l , i n an immoral Cour t , surrounded by 

a d u l a t i o n and by a l l t he t e m p t a t i o n s which b e s e t a p r i n ­

c e s s — w e a l t h y , of b r i l l i a n t p r o s p e c t s , a n d , a s a l l 

a g r e e d , of an e x t r a o r d i n a r y beauty — remained u n s u l l i e d 

by t h e e v i l around h e r . 

When Louis of Hungary and Poland f e l t h i s end 

approach ing , he r e c a l l e d Jadwiga back t o V i s e g r a d . 4 4 

Will iam was w i t h her a t the moment i n Vienna, Louis sum­

moned him a l s o , because a s i t was a foregone c o n c l u s i o n 

t h a t Jadwiga was t o succeed to t h e Hungarian t h r o n e . She 

4.5 i s mentioned r e p e a t e d l y i n documents ,^ 0 of the pe r iod a s 

44 Dlugosz, J an j Op. C i t . , Vo l . 4 , p , 334. 

45 Codex Diplomat icus Hungar iae , IX, Op. C i t . , 
pages 322-407. 
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the future Queen of Hungary — her father intended to 

present the Prince and Princess together to the Hunga­

rian magnates as their prospective sovereigns, 

Louis died before he could carry out his wish. 

The question of the marriage and succession of his two 

daughters occupied his mind incessantly in the last years 

of his life. The meeting in July of 1382 at Zolmyn sap­

ped his small strength.46 

There was another member of Jadwiga's family whose 

interest in the child's future was scarcely less than her 

father's, and who continually aided him with her advice. 

This was Jadwiga's grandmother, the Queen Mother, Eliza­

beth. In Louis' absence from Poland she acted as Regent 

in that country, but frequently returned to the Hungarian 

Court during Jadwiga's childhood.47 

Elizabeth was a woman of considerable political 

ability, and albeit she had her moments of feminine fears, 

strength of mind. As long as she lived her superior cha-

46 Dlugosz, Janj Op. Cit., Vol. 4, pp. 333-4. 

47 Balzer, Oswald, 0 Nastepstwie Tronu w Polsce, 
Rozprawa Akademiji Umiejetno^ci, 1897, volume II, pages 
322-328. 
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racter and talent completely cast the younger Queen, 

Jadwiga*s mother, into the background. There is small 

doubt that she had a great and lasting influence upon 

Jadwiga. She was devout, and a characteristic picture 

of her is given when she had had enough of thelevening*s 

entertainment at the Polish Court, calmly opening her 

huge breviary and performing the customary devotions while 

the younger people went on dancing and merry-making all 

about her.48 

Certain features of Elizabeth*s piety, such as 

this steady performance of her religious exercises, what­

ever the tumult going on in her presence, her fondness 

for the breviary, her love of the Franciscans, were repeat­

ed in Jadwiga*s history. 

A quite unusual devoted love reigned between this 

mother and her son. "From early childhood", wrote King 

Louis, "my most admirable mother showered benefits on me 

with the tenderest love". It was to his mother that, when 

48 Rydel, Lucyan$ Krdlowa Jadwiga. Poznani 
Wydawnictwo K. Kozlowski, 1910 5 pp. 48-57. 

Rydel based his study on documents, but being a 
poet, he tended too/much to the elegancy of style. 
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dangerously wounded in war, he bade the Franciscan by his 

side to carry baok his head and his heart in the event of 

his death.49 

The children of this loved son were very dear to 

her heart. She interested herself keenly in their educa­

tion, and worked hand in hand with the King to ensure both 

their marriages and their thrones. She did not live to 

see either of them become queens. She bequeathed to each 

of her young granddaughters in her will a golden crown, 

richly encrusted with gems.50 

Among the correspondents of both Jadwiga's father 

and grandmother we find St. Catherine of Sienna. It is 

probable that Elizabeth would have read out to her little 

granddaughters the burning words of the Dominican nun who 

had the reputation of a Saint wherever she was known, and 

whose letter the recipient would have treasured as a relic 

and an honor, to be handed on to her descendants. In this 

letter St* Catherine urges the Queen Mother to use her in-

49 Dabrowski, Janj Op, Cit,, pp. 61-3. 

50 Balzer, Oswald, Op. Cit., page 376. 
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fluence with the King Louis to join the crusade that Pope 

Urban VI was then initiating: 

**To you, most beloved and reverend mother in 
Christ Jesus, I write in the desire of seeing you 
lit and inflamed with the sweet and loving fire of 
the Holy Ghost, bethinking me that He is the love 
which taketh away all darkness, and giveth perfect 
light. He taketh away all ignorance, and giveth 
perfect knowledge". 

"And truly, dearest Mother, when the soul gazes 
at the lamb fainting on the wood of the most Holy 
Cross for the ineffable love that He has for his 
creatures, it conceives so great a love towards the 
salvation of souls that it would give itself to a 
hundred thousand deaths to save one soul from eter­
nal death. And you can make no sacrifice that would 
be more pleasing to God than this. Because you 
know that this banquet so pleased Him that He took 
no heed to any of its bitterness 51,» 

The essence of the above being that love cannot 

exist unless it embraces the love of our neighbor. These 

extracts are given for two reasons. First, because it seems 

very likely that Elizabeth with great reverence, read these 

spiritual counsels to Jadwiga, and that the girl who rose 

to heroic sanctity herself received them with a like vene­

ration in her heart; later to put them into practice. And 

51 Gardner, Edmundj Op, Cit., pp, 205-6. 
of. Montalbert, Charles de, Histolre de Sainte 

Blisabeth de Hongrle, Paris, E. Dentu, 1863, pages 263-
269. 
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secondly, the above passage on the sacrifice of self for 

the souls of others is so extraordinary applicable to 

the sacrifice for souls that Jadwiga herself made, and 

whioh is the story of her life, that it might be written 

for her. 

King Louis did not carry out the injunction of 

St* Catherine. Through Jadwiga thousands of souls, in a 

way never dreamed, were won to Christ. One may conjec­

ture that these words written with the fire of a great 

Saint, may have returned to Jadwiga*s memory when she was 

confronted with her great decision, and may have been one 

of the hidden sources that gave her strength to make it. 

St. Catherine*s letter to Jadwiga*s father was 

one of the last she ever wrote. After a prelude, again 

inculcating upon him in impassioned strains the love of 

God, she implores him to take up arms in defense of the 

Church. "Sweet Jezus, Jezus Love", she ends. "Strengthen 

the Queen Louis' wife, Jadwiga*s mother, on the part of 

jezus Christ and on mine, and commend me to her 52.** 

52 Gardner, Edmundj On. Cit.. p. 206. 
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One may seek in vain for any message or blessing 

for Louis* children. His wife is greeted, not his little 

girls* The only allusion to them that eould be construct­

ed out of the letter is the phrase where St* Catherine 

writes that it would do honor to the king if he saw to it 

that justice were done, or did that justice himself, even 

if it should be to the detriment "of your child"• The 

world "child1* is in the masculine gender, but in the 

manner in which it is used only could refer to a daughter 

as well as a son. As a matter of fact, both Maria and 

Jadwiga were crowned as the "king" of their respective 

realms. 

On the other hand, the reference may be to Jadwiga's 

cousin, Carlo Durazzo, who, after usurping the throne of 

Hungary from Jadwiga*s sister, was murdered by her mo­

ther.53 But, apart from the vain attempt to find any 

proof that St. Catherine sent a thought to the little 

girls, daughters of the sovereign upon whfcm she had placed 

her hopes, and placed them without result, one can see the 

53 Katona, H*, Op. Cit.. pages 257-9. 
cf. Tfcrooz, Joannis, Op. Cit., Chronica Hungaro-

rum, pages 642-3. 
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blessing of the Saint for the father bearing fruit in the 

holiness of his youngest ohild and in the work she 

wrought for God*s Church. 

Casimir the Great had left in his will the sti­

pulation that only Louis* male heirs should inherit the 

throne of Poland.54 Louis had no sons, and the birth of 

his youngest ohild disappointed him in the hope of a male 

heir. All this time, while Jadwiga was pending her child­

hood in the Hungarian, or Viennese Court, studying, con­

templating, learning the arts and manners of the time, 

playing with prince William, or with Maria, her father 

was carrying on a protracted struggle with the Polish ma­

gnates to induce them to choose one or the other of his 

children for their sovereign*55 

At first the choice seemed to dip equally between 

the three girls, and for the other two there were the 

crown of Hungary and the crown of Naples. But after the 

death of Catherine, when Jadwiga was a child, her father 

54 Monumenta Poloniae Vatlcanae. Vol. 6̂  Acta 
published by Akademija Umiejetnosoi, Krakow, p. 11. 
1370. 

55 Dabrowski, Jan, Op. Cit.. page 287. 
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gave up the intention of placing one of his daughters on 

the throne of Naples, and devoted himself to the task of 

persuading the Poles to accept Maria as their queen*. He 

chose her rather than Jadwiga, for whom he destined the 

far richer kingdom of Hungary, for the reason that both 

queens, his wife and mother, were violently opposed to 

the prospect of Maria's betrothed husband, German Sigis­

mund of Luxemburg, whose family they cordially disliked, 

being the king of Hungary.56 

It was only after a prolonged contest in which 

Louis, as the price for his victory, was compelled to 

grant privileges to the Polish nobles that paved the way 

to the extensive power, they afterwards gained in the go­

vernment of their country, that the Polish nation agreed 

to acknowledge Maria as his successor: 

"In 1374, the Polish representatives, summoned 
to Koszyce in Hungary, found themselves obliged to 
guarantee the crown of the Piasts to whichever 
daughter of Louis should be named by the king* In 
return, the latter granted them a charter of great 
importance which, for the first time, guaranteed 
all the rights of the Polish nobility, while con­
siderably extending them. Among other privileges 

56 Throoz, Joannis, Op. Cit.* Chronica Hungaro 
rum, page 352. 
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it was freed from all imposts with the exception 
of the infinitesimal tax, more of a symbolic na­
ture, levied upon, its landed property 57." 

Louis died in 1382, Both Jadwiga and Prince 

William were at his deathbed* It seemed as though he 

had left this ehild of his without a certain future be­

fore her, with both crown and husband assured to her. 

Jadwiga was to be Queen of Hungary, and the wife of 

Prince William of Austria.58 

King Louis had scarcely drawn his last breath, 

when the whole of Jadwiga*s life took an utterly oppo­

site direotion from that which she had been brought up 

to expect. Three days after Louis* death, Maria was 

Queen of Hungary, elected in part through the intrigues 

of her mother, who hated Germans in general and Sigis­

mund in particular, She had no mind to have a German 

son-in-law, and fondly hoped that the Hungarians would 

not accept Sigismund as their Queen*s husband. 

57 Haleoki, Oscarj A History of Poland. New 
York* Roy Publishers, 1943. p. 66. ' 

58 Balzer, Oswald, Op* Cit.. page 129. 
cf. Caro, Jakob, Geschlohte Polens, Gotha, 1869, 

part 3, pages 176-179. 
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This move lost the Polish throne for Maria, and 

finally, though after many difficulties, gained it for 

Jadwiga. For the Poles had seen the evils of uniting 

the crowns of Poland and Hungary too clearly from the ex­

ample of the late king to be willing to continue that u-

nion. After the death of Louis they resolved to give the 

crown to the daughter who would agree to reside in Poland. 

This meant the exclusion of Maria, now Queen of Hungary, 

and the passing of the crown to Jadwiga, It was there­

fore resolved by the most influential section of the 

Polish dignitaries to choose Jadwiga as their Queen.59 

Young Jadwiga was prepared to assume the manly 

responsibility.60 

59 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., volume 4, 1370, pages 
332-4. 

60 Rydel, Lucvan. On. Cit.. Chapters 2-3, pages 
37-61. 

cf, Zimowski, Kazimierz, OKrolowej Polskiej Jad-
wldze. Lwow, 1900, pages 17-46. 

cf. also Traulitz, A., Hedwlg Konigin von Polen. 
Dresden,T840, pages 3-61, 

cf, also Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit.. Volume 4, pages 
321-331. 

cf. also Szajnoeha, Karol, Jadwiga i Jaglello. 
Lwow, 1861, Volume I, chapters 3-4, pages 76-144. 



CHAPTER III 

QUEEN JADWIGA AN OBJECT OF POLITICAL MARRIAGE 

The advent of Jadwiga, who was to bring benefits 

of her reign to Poland, was beset with so long a strug­

gle and with such recurrent obstacles, that it seemed as 

though she were destined never to enter the country. 

Many princes voiced themselves as claimants to 

the Polish crown. There was the turbulent young Piast, 

Prince Ziemowit of Mazowia, who was supported by Wielko-

polska or Great Poland located in the northwestern Po­

lish provinces. His intention was to marry Jadwiga, 

whose husband was then to be crowned King of Poland. 

There was Sigismund of Luxemburg, Maria's betrothed, who 

would not give up his hope of possessing the Polish thro­

ne. The adherents and opponents of Ziemowit fought. Si­

gismund quarreled. The country was rent with disorder 

and civil war,1 

This strife raged for two years. During these 

years Jadwiga lived with her mother. It is somewhat re-

1 Dlugosz, Jan, Op, Cit,. Volume IV, pages 327-8. 
cf. Codex Diplomaticus Polonlae. edited by L. Rzy-

szczewski and A. Muszkowski, Warsaw, 1852, volume 2, pages 
137-141. 
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markable that, in spite of that close and intimate con­

tact, she remained untouched by her mother*s deft diplo­

matic influence. Elizabeth of Bosnia now comes forward 

for the first time, to play a decisive part in her daugh­

ter* s life. The elder Elizabeth, Mother Regent, with her 

far superior character and capacity, and Louis, who had 

been the ablest of politicians, being both removed from 

the scene, the younger Queen Elizabeth had now full scope 

to satisfy the inordinate love of power which finally 

brought her to her death, and to weave the intrigues, 

which narrowly escaped losing the crown of Poland for 

Jadwiga. 

The Polish princes approached Elizabeth with the 

proposition that, instead of Maria, Jadwiga should be 

their queen. Elizabeth received the proposal most gra­

ciously, and dispatched her assent by her Hungarian en­

voys.2 

The woman of promises engaged that her ohild should 

be sent to Krakow for her coronation by the following Eas­

ter, 1383. It was now the February of 1383. The agreement 

2 Codex Diplomaticus Poloniae* Op* Cit.. p* 142. 
ef, Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit*. page 334. 
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was made on the condition that Jadwiga should return to 

her mother for the next three years* Jadwiga was then a 

mere child, which explains this seemingly somewhat un­

practical suggestion, which was never put into effect. 

Jadwiga did not go to Poland either that Easter,1383, or 

at any other time within the year* When Jadwiga entered 

Poland she never returned to Hungary, 

A Council was called to draw up the consent of 

the nation to the Queen Mother's proposition, and at this 

council Jadwiga*s ohance of becoming Queen of Poland came 

within a hair's breadth of falling to the ground. 

The faction of the Polish nobles who upheld the 

candidature of Ziemowit was supported by Bodzanta, the 

Archbishop of Gniezno, the Primate of all Poland.3 The 

Primate had already risen and proposed to the assembly 

that Ziemowit should be king when one of the nobles pre­

sent, Jasko Tenozynski, who will appear repeatdly in 

Jadwiga*s life as her most loyal and devoted servant, 

called for silence and spoke thus: 

3 of* Dlugosz, Jan, Vitae Praesulum Regni Polo 
niae, Sub Bodzanta, 
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"Szlachetna bracio: Nie godzi sie_ tak 
skwapliwie konczyc elekcje. Jestesmy bowiem 
obowiazani zachowad przyrzeczenie wiernosei 
uczyniowe Jadwidze, cdrze krdia Ludwika, 
Dlatego, jesli przybedzie do nas na bliskie 
Swiatki Zielone i zechce bawic w Polsce ze 
swoim mezem i rzadzic paxtstwem, czekajmy jej 
przybycia. A dopiero, gdyby nie przyjechala, 
wybierzemy sobie krdia 4.» 

Brother nobles. It ill beseems us to make 
this haste in the election of our prince, since 
we are bound to keep faith with Jadwiga, the 
daughter of Louis* If she arrives by Whit-
Sunday and consents to dwell among us together 
with her husband and rule over us, let us wait 
for her arrival. Only if the contrary befalls, 
let us then decide the sovereignity for our­
selves*^ 

This proposal was accepted. Elizabeth's Hunga­

rian envoys were summoned and bidden to carry the deci­

sion of the council to the Queen Mother, to which was 

added the condition of the restoration to Poland of Red 

Rus or Ruthenia, which province Hungary had annexed,5 

Elizabeth prepared to take the road for Poland 

with both her daughters* It was arranged than an embassy 

of the Polish crown magnates should start for Se.cz, a 

4 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., page 337. 

5 SS. Rerum Hungariae. edited by J, Schwandtner, 
Budapest, volume I, pa£e 301, 

http://Se.cz
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town not far at that time from the borders of Hungary and 

Poland, to await the arrival of the queens and to escort 

them to Krakow* 

In those days of strife and intrigues, when Poland 

was seething with turbulent factions, this proceeding was 

not so simple* There was Ziemowit in the background* He 

formed the plan of kidnapping Jadwiga during her journey 

to Poland as she entered Krakow, marrying her, and ruling 

by her side as king* 

The Primate, who favored Ziemowit, started appar­

ently for Sacz, with an esoort of 500 knights* It was ru­

mored that among the warriors, disguised as one of them, 

rode Prince Ziemowit. 

"Biskup Bodzanta pod tym samym pozorem wypra-
wit sie_ z niezwyk£e licznym orszakiem, w ktdrym 
ukrywal sie Semko, do Krakowa. Mazowiecki Piast 
zamierzal naprzdd opanowad stolice a potem porwad 
Loisow% core, 6.»* 

^Bishop Bodzanta for the same reason set out 
for Krakow with a numerous train amongst which 
Semko disguised himself. The Mazowian Piast plan­
ned at first to conquer the city and then to kid­
nap Louis* daughterT 

6 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit.. page 336. 
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The plot was discovered in time, because as they 

neared Krakow the secret leaked out, or rather became 

public, and they were given to understand by the inhabi­

tants of the city that had been loyal throughout to Jad­

wiga that unless they left the town forthwith they would 

be sent out of it by force. Such were the perils of 

those times that attended a princess who was about to as­

cend a disputed throne.7 

In the meantime the genuine deputation waited in 

vain at the castle of Sacz for the Queen and her mother. 

Presently a Hungarian magnate rode in with his knights, 

bearing excuses from the Queen Mother. The spring rains 

had flooded the roads in the mountains, and she and her 

daughter could not risk their lives by facing so dange­

rous a journey.8 

The Polish nobles, therefore, must come and speak 

to Queen Elizabeth at the Hungarian Court, when a later 

date for the coronation could be fixed between them. This 

was feeble, as apparently the Hungarian envoys had not 

7 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit.. pages 336-7. 

8 SS. Rerum Hungariae. Op. Cit.. Pages.302-3. Cf* 
St ry ikowski. Made J. Kronika Polska. Litewska* Zmddzka i 
WszystkieJ Rusi do 1582* Warsaw, 1846, volume II, pages 
285*231. 
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found the roads impassable nor would, presumably, the Po­

lish envoys. But Elizabeth had been warned of Ziemowit*s 

designs on Jadwiga, and caught at any excuse that served 

to put off her child's journey to Poland. 

However, the Polish deputation agreed. It was 

arranged that Jadwiga should enter Poland the following 

November in time to be crowned on St. Martin*s day, No­

vember 11-12, 1383.9 

Elizabeth was marking time, but although a woman 

who liked crooked ways, she was not guilty here of the 

double-dealing that shortly afterwards nearly lost Jadwiga 

her throne. On this occasion her mother's heart spoke 

more strongly than all her attempts at diplomacy* Deter­

mined that one of her children should be queen of Poland, 

Elizabeth shrank from allowing her youngest child, a 

little girl not eleven years old, to leave her care for a 

throne in a new country where there was a party of strong 

opposition to her succession, where she would be given 

into the keeping of all-powerful nobles and princely ma­

gnates, in whose hands would be the choice of her marriage, 

9 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit.. volume IV, page 336. 
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the conduct of her life.10 

There is nottreason to doubt that Elizabeth was a 

tender mother. This is sufficiently proved if only by 

the faet that when both she and Maria were in imminent 

danger of assassination, her cry to her captors was that 

they should take her life and spare her child*s: 

"At Diakovar they were suddenly surrounded by 
Croats, and deserted by most of their attendants. 
Nicholas, however, to the end the loyal defender 
of King Louis* family, leaped on to one of the 
carriage steps to protect the queen with his body. 
But by a swift sword he was decapitated and his 
head thrown into Elizabeth's lap. With lifted 
hands, she implored John Horvathy, leader of the 
plot, to spare Mary, and let herself, alone, 
suffer for the crime H." 

Elizabeth undertook that Jadwiga should be in Po­

land by Martinmas* To this the Polish nobles, anxious to 

save Jadwiga from any danger of being carried off by Zie­

mowit, and willing to please Elizabeth, consented.12 It 

10 Janko z Czamkowa, Chronicon Polonorum, 1370-
1384* Translated by Z. Zerbillo, 1905, volume 2, pages 
233-238. 

11 Kellogg, Charlotte) Jadwiga - Poland*s Great 
Queen* New Yorkj Maomillan, 1932, p. 200. Miss Kellogg 
produced her monograph scholarly^however)omitted here and 
there, references to the sources. 

12 Janko z Czamkowa, Chronicon Polonorum. Op. 
Cit*. page 235. 
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was the purpose of the princes and the magnates of Poland 

to ensure the welfare of their country by choosing a hus­

band for their queen themselves. Only a prince who would 

unify Poland and expand her territory was to be considered, 

Jadwiga was to serve as the innocent figure in their de­

signs. 

No Pole took Wilhelm's childhood engagement with 

Jadwiga seriously. They knew that the infant bridal was 

not binding. They had no intention of letting Wilhelm 

rule over Poland, At a very early stage of their proceed­

ings they had fixed upon the man to whom they intended to 

marry Jadwiga, 

Elizabeth who was ready enough, in fact more than 

willing to rid herself of her second prospective son-in-

law of German lineage, gave the Polish envoys a sealed 

document, conferring upon the magnates of the nation a 

free hand regarding Jadwiga*s marriage: 

"Elzbieta udzielita pozwolenie do wolnego 
opiekowania sie_ zamezoiem mlodej krdlowej, 
ezyli wolnosd wyboru krdia 13.n 

Elizabeth offered her permission to name 
the husband, whioh meant the selection of a 
king* 

13 Szajnocha, Karol^ Op* Cit.* p. 16. 
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Then Ziemowit swore he would take the crown by 

force, and ravage the lands of his opponents, while Sig-

mund came into Poland at the head of the Hungarian army 

and laid waste to the country and cities.14 

The end of October had come. Martinmas drew near. 

Still there were no signs of the little queen*s arrival. 

The girl round whose head these storms of war and diplo­

macy were being waged was at that moment spending the 

last hours of her childhood at the court in Dalmatia, in 

the company of her sister Maria from whom she was soon to 

part for ever.15 Here they shared for the last time their 

books, their music, their amusements, perhaps weaving to­

gether their fancies of what the future would bring to 

both of them, who were to be queens of two adjoining coun­

tries* 

In the uncertainty of what the morrow would bring, 

one figure remained always the pivot of the life before 

her: that of her young fiance* and prince with whom she 

had played at the court of Vienna, who was going to be 

14 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., volume I*/, page 336. 

15 Katona, H., Op. Cit,* page 309. 
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her husband. At the end of October 1333 a Polish noble, 

Sedziwoj of Szubin,16 rode in to the court accompanied 

by a band of Polish youths of the noblest houses of Poland 

who were to be left as hostages in Hungary against the re­

turn of Jadwiga for the three years of which her mother 

had spoken, but of which nothing more was to be heard. 

Sedziwoj carried the message that Jadwiga was expected in 

Krakow by Martinmas, 1383. Jadwiga must have known that 

her mother refused to send her. How much would she have 

heard of what happened next? How her mother kept the en­

voy and these Polish princes in Zara in Dalmatia while 

she, for fear of the Poles losing patience and bestowing 

the crown elsewhere, sent secret instructions to a confi­

dant of hers to give Krakdw over to the Hungarian soldiers 

who were in that city. How Sedziwoj, getting news of this, 

escaped from the Hungarian court and pursued Elizabeth's 

messenger like the wind to prevent her scheme from being 

carried out*17 How Elizabeth threw the young hostages in­

to prison? It would be a matter of speculation but not of 

16 Dlugosz, Jan, OP* Cit.. volume IV, page 337. 
of. Fessler, Ignace Aurel, Geachlchte von Ungarn. 

Leipzlg,~T869, Volume I, pages 170-184. 

17 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit.* Volume IV, page 334. 
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documentary evidence of today's preserved historical mo­

numents. 

In March, 1384, a single horseman rode into the 

Hungarian court, and this time his message was a tart one: 

to the effect that unless Jadwiga was sent to Poland in 

the very near future the Poles would elect another king. 

May 8, 1384, was the date named for the arrival of Jadwi­

ga in Krakow: 

"Odbyl si£ zjazd szlachty 2 marca 1384 w 
Radomsku, na ktdrym zapadlo ultimatum. Pos-
tanowiono przeslac Elzbiecie przez Przeclawa 
Wanwelskiego ostatnie upomnienie aby pod u-
trata, korony wyprawiia edrke, do Polski w 
przeeiagu dwdch miesieey 1.8.» 

A conference of nobles took place March 2, 
1384 in Radomsk, where an ultimatum was drawn. 
It was decreed that Przeclaw Wanwelski go to 
Elizabeth with the final reminder that the crown 
will be lost unless she sends her daughter to 
Poland within two months* 

Still Jadwiga*s mother temporized even attempting 

to dispatch in Jadwiga*s stead, as governor of the coun­

try, her hated future son-in-law, Sigmund, in the hope of 

leaving Maria free to marry a French prince, and of putting 

18 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit.. volume IV, page 355. 
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off the parting with her youngest daughter,19 

May 8th passed and Jadwiga was still in Hungary. 

Her arrival was put off until May 29, and even on May 29th 

she was still at the Hungarian court. Then again Jadwiga 

saw Sedziwoj ride in. What he said to Elizabeth is not 

known, but he must have told her in straight language that 

the Poles would brook no further delay, and that if Jadwi­

ga were ever to be Queen of Poland she must go there forth­

with* Her mother saw that should Jadwiga not set out for 

Poland now, the crown would never be hers. She had gained 

some time. Two years, 1382-1383, had been taken up with 

her delaying tactics, evasions and deliberations. Jadwiga 

was now two years older than she had been when her father, 

King Louis, died in 138ft. Elizabeth gave way. She con­

sented to let the little princess go. 

Thus was at last ended the long strife that had 

beset the ascent of this girl to the Polish throne,20 upon 

19 SS. Rerum Hungariae, Op* Cit,. pages 304-6. 

20 cf, DtP^osz, Jan, Op* Cit., Volume IV, pages 
331-337, Acta Externa: Monumenta Hungariae Historiae* 
1876, Volume V, pages 423-427, Maolejewska, Wanda. Jad­
wiga Krdiowa Polski. Monografja, Krakdw, 1934, pages 27-
337 Mlechowita, Maciej, Chronica Polonorum a Prjjna Pro­
pagation ab ortu Polonorum usque 1506. Krakow. 1521. 
pages 312-314. Zaluski, X. W.. Op, Cit., pages 69-72. 



QUEEN JADWIGA AN OBJECT OF POLITICAL MARRIAGE 57 

which Divine Providence had ordained that she should carry 

out a work for the kingdom of God which only her person 

could bring about. In October, 1384, Jadwiga started for 

Poland. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE ARRIVAL IN THE LAND OF HER FATHERS 

JADWIGA CROWNED KING OF POLAND 

October, 1384, Jadwiga left Hungary for Krakow, 

the capital of Poland* There were many tears at parting 

between mother and child she was not to see again. To 

the last, young Wilhelm found few words. He clung to 

Jadwiga*s hand trying to delay her going. Little did the 

two know that this was parting for ever and the end of 

the "state betrothal** • 

Jadwiga*s mother did not accompany her as she set 

out for Poland. Queen Elizabeth was kept in Hungary by 

the disturbed state of the country. She gave Jadwiga over 

to the charge of the venerable and universally respected 

Cardinal Archbishop Demetrius of Estergom,1 the same cle­

ric who had joined the hands of Jadwiga and Wilhelm at 

their infant bridal at Hainburg. He had been appointed 

Papal legate in Poland* The Cardinal had enjoyed the en­

tire confidence of Jadwiga*s father, and the young queen-

1 Eubel, Conrad, Hierarohia Catholioa Medil Aevi 
Sive Summarum Pontificum. S.R.E. Cardinalium Eoelesiarum 
Antistiturn Series Ab Anno 1198 usque ad agP-um 1431. per-
ducta e document is tabularl praesertlm. ifetlcanl""colleo-
ta. digests, edita, Edlto Altera, Volume 2, 1915, pages 
115-116. 



THE ARRIVAL IN THE LAND OF HER FATHERS 59 

JADWIGA CROWNED KING OF POLAND 

to-be, therefore, was in care of no stranger, but in that 

of an old friend.2 

Jadwiga started on her journey to Poland under 

the escort of the said Cardinal Archbishop Demetrius, the 

Hungarian Bishop, John of Csanad, Doctor Radlica, Bishop 

of Krakdw, and attended by a retinue of Hungarians nobles* 

The colorful procession rode through the Carpathians that 

barricaded Poland from Hungary. 

Jadwiga was entering a land that was rent with 

disorder and dissension, because of her marriage and two 

years interregnum* Noble and magnate Tied for offices and 

for possession of lands. Violence was uncommon and blood 

stained the hands of many nobles in power: 

"Szlachta wadzila sie miedzy sobs,, grabierz 
po grabiezy i najazdy rozprzegly zycie na wsi, 
w dodtaku zlatywali sie, za zerem z dalekich stron 
drapieznicy. Magnaci i szlachta gnebi; sie. wza-
jemnie grabieza. i pozoga. i jest takich niemalo w 
Krdlestwle Polskim, ktorzy daz% do tego, aby nie 
mied zadnego krdia, leoz sobie samym przywlaszozac 
dobrâ  koronne* Stato sie. wreszcie*. Na wzburzone 
niebo Polskie weszla poranna gwiazda Jadwigi 3." 

2 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit., Volume IV, page 336. 

3 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit., Volume IV, page 336. 
cf. Szajnocha, Jan; Op. Cit., Volume 2, pp. 22-5. of. 
Katona, H«, Historia Critiea Regni Hungariae. Op. Cit.. 
pages 173*6* 
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The nobility quarreled among themselves, loot­
ing and raiding disordered the life of the peasant, 
in addition, raiders from far off areas joined in 
the attacks. The magnates and nobles oppressed 
with fire and loot, and there were a few who agreed 
not to have any king in the Polish realm, but to 
keep the benefits of the crown for themselves. At 
last it happened. Upon the stormy skies of Poland 
arose the shining morning star, Jadwiga. 

Jadwiga, eleven years old, was to serve as herald 

of peace to the warring nobles* Little did she realize 

the mission intended for her hand as the Queen of Poland. 

The factions and fighting that had rent the country for 

two years now died at the approach of her who came to 

bring the reign of peace and prosperity to the land. 

Processions of clergy, nobles and populaoe came 

out to meet her, carrying banners, crosses, and relics 

of the Saints. As Jadwiga neared Krakdw the Polish prin­

ces of state rode up with clashing swords and further 

swelled the splendid procession.4 

If certain of these haughty lords had had no mind 

to swear allegainee to a woman, they were so carried away 

by admiration for the girl they saw that forgetful that 

they were men they were not ashamed of paying the most 

4 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., Volume IV, pages 406-407. 
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humble obedience to so noble and virtuous a woman.5 Her 

life was opening before her with the fairest promise. 

Although Jadwiga had never set foot in Poland, 

she was entering no foreign country, but one she had learn­

ed to know and love from her childhood. Not only was her 

mother partly of Polish descent, as we know, but she also 

had learned much about Poland from her grandmother and 

from the Poles who had followed the elder Elizabeth on her 

marriage and settled permanently in the Hungarian court* 

Her father, Louis, had been absentee King of Po­

land, and until his death she had been brought up to look 

upon her sister Maria, and for the last two years upon 

herself, as the future Queen of Poland. Poland belonged 

to her family via the Piast lineage*6 Although of mixed 

nationality, there was more Polish blood in her veins than 

any other. 

The prospect of seeing this country, which was now 

her kingdom, strongly attracted Jadwiga. Both Elizabeths 

5 Monuments Poloniae Historiae. Pomniki Dziejdw 
polski, Wydawea A. Bielowski, Lwow-Krakdw, 1865, Volume 
II, page 379. 

6 Balzer, Oswald, Op* Cit*. pages 170-9. 
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trained her in Polish traditions. In Jadwiga*s subse­

quent conduct as Queen of Poland, she entered Poland as 

no alien sovereign, but as one returning to something 

that was her own, one who devoted herself heart and soul 

to that country*s cost to herself, her own desire to 

those of her country. 

Nor could any sensitive and impressionable girl, 

and Jadwiga was both, have failed to be moved by the signs 

of welcome and rejoicing with which she was hailed at 

every step of her entrance into her new kingdom: 

"Za zblizenlem si$ krdlowej wszystkie ehora_-
gwie gleboki oddawaly jej poklon. Za czem szla 
zwyczajna ofiara podarku powitalnego, Skladai 
sie on pospolice z drobnostki, majad Jedynie war-
tosd symbol!czna, jako znak hoidu i danniczosci 7.** 

With the arrival of the queen all the stan­
dards were flown to show her deep respect. After 
this came the traditional presentation of the 
greeting gift* It was commonly a small item, ha­
ving a symbolical value, the mark of homage and 
tribute. 

Coming as she did from a long line of Kings, a 

throne would have presented her nothing new, but a posi­

tion to which she stepped into with the dignity, and ease 

7 Dlfugosz, Jan» Op* Cit., Vol. 4, p. 416. 



THE ARRIVAL IN THE LAND OF HER FATHERS 63 

JADWIGA CROWNED KING OF POLAND 

of one who had sovereignity in her blood. She had parted 

from her mother and with her sister, but separation from 

her family was so often in her life. If she were leaving 

her mother she was going to the husband for whom she had 

always been destined, who would join her in Krakdw, and 

ascend the throne with her* Wilhelm was not a stranger, 

but a childhood playmate in the Buda Court of Hungary. 

Jadwiga respected the religious charaoter of this infant 

betrethai. 

Nor can one judge Jadwiga»s feelings in embarking 

upon this new and untried phase of her existence by the 

standards of a thirteen years old child of our days. Not 

only did girls develop so early in that epoch that twelve 

was the age at which they were sought in marriage, the 

**age of reason**, but Jadwiga also belonged, in part at 

least to the Bosnian people, a southern race, whose chil­

dren mature more rapidly than those in the northern climes. 

8 Kutrzeba, Stanislaw, Ideal, i Zycie Kobiety w 

Polsce. Ateneum Polski. 1908, Number I, Volume 4, Warsaw, 

pages 61-2* 
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Jadwiga was scarcely more than a child facing two 

equally untried ventures, that of a throne and marriage, 

for both of which according to our notions she was much 

too young, she was already a queen and brought up to be a 

queen since she could remember* Jadwiga was a girl who 

was capable of conjugal love* She had a strong will and 

courage due to both her Anjou ancestry and of the Polish 

race* Evidences of this will arose in her reign with 

King Jagiello.9 

She was mature for her years and when she came to 

Poland, she was tall and stately. She would not have 

reached her full growth at the time of her entry into Po­

land, but when she attained to full womanhood she was of a 

height above the average in height for her sex at that 

epoch* Conscientious care, good food, rest and proper ex­

ercise aided in reaching a fuller growth* Jadwiga»s charm­

ing beauty had gained for her the reputation of being one 

of the loveliest princesses in Europe.10 Her radiant and 

splendid beauty was famed through every part of the 

9 Dlugosz, Jan, OP. Cit.. page 420. 

10 Ieonographical Reference: Rydel, Luoyan, Op. Cit.. 
Illustration, page 61. ' 
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world*-1-1- Precise details of her looks are lacking to us. 

From Matejko one may surmise that they were of the state­

ly type, softened especially as the years went on by a 

winning sweetness, and yet at the same time, there was hu­

mility, pride, and great modesty in her bearing.12 

At the opening of Queen Jadwiga*s grave for res­

toration work in 1891, from the remains in the sarcopha­

gus, Jan Matejko noted the following elements of Jadwiga*s 

beauty: 

"Krdlowa Jadwiga posiadala promienista. 
pieknosd* Byla z wysokiego wzrostgt, miata 
dluga mina, jajnikowa glowa, prosty i dtugi, a 
ale cienki nos i szerokie pewne usta 1-3.*» 

Queen Jadwiga was of radiant loveliness. 
She was tall, had a longish face, oval head 
and a straight, narrow but thin nose, and a 
wide firm mouth. 

The first representation of Jadwiga that the Po­

lish nation ever had was made from the sketch that the 

historical artist Matejko had made at the work in resto-

11 De Contemplations et Vita Actiua Regni Jadvi-
gis, Manuscript no. 2424 in the JagielloniaW Libraryf Kra-
kow, Poland. 

12 Bandurski. £, Wladvslaw, Jadwiga Swieta Kro-
lowa Na Polskim Tronle, Zbaszyn, 1910, volume 2. 1910. 
page 189. 

15 See page 66* 
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ring the Polish Pantheon in the Wawel Cathedral* He 

painted Jadwiga from this sketch and she appears in the 

"Poezet Krdlow Polski eh" as the only Polish crowned 

queen* Jadwiga*s beauty is legendary and we have but one 

Polish chronicler*s note as to her growth and beauty of 

character: 

"Zaledwo bowlem wyszta z lat dziecynnyeh, 
taki juz okazywala rozsadek i dojrzalosci, ze 
eokolwiek mowila albo czyniia. wydawalo sie 
jakby sedziwego wieku powage. 14.» 

Although she had hardly left the childish 
age, judgment and. maturity were noted, so that 
whenever she said or did something, it was as 
if from one of profound judgment and of digni­
fied age* 

13 Antoniewiez, J.B.: Matejko: Studia I Szkioe. 
Krakow, 1938, Gebethner i Wolff, p. 79* ^ 

The sketch Matejko made of Jadwiga at this event 
is available in London today priced at $400. It is a 
small sketch on & by 9 inches almost single sheet* This 
item is confirmed by Capt. stanislaw worowski of the Po-
mian Art Studios, New York, who is an agent for this item. 

14 Dlugosz, Jani pp. Cit.* Volume IV, 1384, p. 
422* 
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From the few sources in history and literature 

that remain today,15 only the virtue of modesty and hu­

mility stand out today as the Queen* s prime virtues* Re­

cord of her learning and patronage also show that she was 

a queen of charity* As a founder of churches and reli-

gous institutions which were aided by her purse and inte­

rest, she also had the virtue of apostle ship. But her sa­

crifice of her personal happiness to wed the Lithuanian 

Jagiello so that the Cross of Rome would be brought to the 

Lithuanian people, shows Jadwiga*s apostleship of sacrifi­

ces for her Faith. 

A little more than a hundred years earlier, in 

1236, another saintly queen, Blessed Kunegunda, or, as the 

Poles still call her, St. Kings, had also travelled from 

Hungary by the same road that Jadwiga now took to marry 

15 De Contemplatione. Op* Cit.. Manuscript no* 
2424. , 

cf. Rydel, Lueyan, Czy Nie Swieta?. Przeglad Pow-
szeehny.T905. Warsaw, Number 22, pages 63-79. cf. also 
Czemak, W., Jadwiga Krdlowa Polski, Lwow, 1887,"chapters 
3-4, pages 76-102. 

cf* also Dabrowski, Jan, Krolowa Jadwiga. Prze-
giad Powszeohny, Warsaw, 1935, pages 47-54* cf. also"" 
Becius, I.I.L., OP* Cit*. pages 3-19* 
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one of Jadwiga*s predecessors, Boleslaw the Chaste. On 

her way to Krakdw, Jadwiga halted at the convent of Poor 

Clares, of Stary Sacz, where St. Kings had ended her life 

in religion, and knelt in prayer at her tomb: 

"W r. 1257 sw. Klnga otrzymala jako wiano 
zlemie Sandeoke^ od meza; w r. 1279 w Starym 
Saczu ziozyta klasztor Klarysek, w ktdrym 
mieszkaia az do zgonu w r. 1292 16,»» 

In the year 1257 St. Kings received from 
her husband as a gift the Sandecki lands; in 
the year 1279 at Stary Sacz she founded the 
Convent of the Poor Clares, where she lived 
until her death in 1292. 

Jadwiga, a young girl, riding like the heroine of 

a romance to a crown and, as aha believed, to a handsome 

prince, did not at that moment know that she too was to 

lead a life of austerity and sacrifice not dissimilar to 

that of her saintly kinswoman in the midst of her court. 

Her great-uncle, Kazlmierz, was the last of the Piast 

line and that she was the end of the Piast progeny, and 

would be the foundress of a new lineage in Poland with 

Jariello, the Lithuanian House* 

16 Skarga, Ksiadz Piotr, TJ. iywoty^0^i^h„ 
Polskieh. Krakdw; Krakowska Druka m i a, 181a, p * 113, 
also Wilno: Zafcfcad Uniwersytecki, 1579, p* 113. 
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Jadwiga knew that it was through St. Kinga, who 

loved and labored for Poland, that the great Polish salt 

mines at Bochnia and Wieliozka were opened for the bene­

fit of the country: 

"Ojca swego nawiedzajac, uprosila u niego 
gdre. jedna_ soli i tarn w ni% pierscien swdj 
wrzucila. A^potem gdy sie w Boehni w ziemi 
Krakowskiej zupy otworzyly, w pierwszym balwa-
nie ktdry wykopano, pierscien siê  on jej znalazl; 
ktory ujrzwaszy Kunegunda i poznawszy, dziekowala 
Panu Bogu, czyniacemu euda tym, ktdrzy go miluja^ 17.n 

Visiting her father, she asked and was granted 
a salt cave into which she threw in her signet 
ring* Shortly in Bochnia near Krakdw, when the 
salt mines were opened, in the first pile that 
was dug, her signet ring appeared, and when Kune­
gunda saw it, she thanked God for the Miracles He 
performs for those that love Him. 

These mines have been worked ever ŝ Jce, and the 

Polish miners still invoke St* Kinga as their patron. 

Jadwiga was aware of the miraculous doings of her kins­

woman* Jadwiga knew that during the fearful inroads of 

the Mongols in 1253, the prayers of St. Kinga went up to 

God like incense for the deliverance of her nation. 

Had Jadwiga heard the popular legend that, in 

the first of those Mongol invasions, as Kinga, then a 

17 Skarga, Ksiadz Piotr, Op. Cit*. p. 111. 



THE ARRIVAL IN THE LAND OF HER FATHERS 70 

JADWIGA CROWNED KING OF POLAND 

girl of seventee^ fled from the invaders up a mountain 

white pinks sprang from her tears and red pinks from her 

bleeding feet, and that her foot resting on a rock left 

its imprint there? 

"Uciekajad z Saeza do zameczka w gdrach w 
Pienianaoh, tarn gdzie padly izy biale kwiatus-
zki porosly, a tarn gdzie kropli krwi ziemie 
plamiiy. czerwone kwiatki wyrosly. /z r. 
1287/ 1̂ .** 

"Escaping from Sacz into the mountains to 
the small castle in the Pieniany region, there 
where tears fell, white flowers bloomed, and 
there where drops of blood stained the earth, 
red blossoms grew. 

Jadwiga was to meet in her own life a similar 

story to this tradition, but in her case with something 

deeply profound behind it. Jadwiga must have been fa­

miliar with every detail, both truth and legend, concern­

ing a saint in the family* The points of likeness bet­

ween these two princesses with at least one cardinal dif­

ference, for it was the desire of Jadwiga»s heart to 

raise up heirs to her great inheritance, are so striking 

that it sets one to wondering whether, when Jadwiga defi­

nitely embraced her life of penance and of self-devotion 

18 Skarga, Ksiadz Piotr, Op* Cit., page 116. 
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to the welfare of her subjects, she had in her thoughts 

the spiritual ideal of the saint at whose grave she had 

prayed on entering her Polish kingdom* 

The entourage reached the gates of Krakdw and 

halted* Jadwiga was handed the keys of the City on a 

golden platter.19 She entered the town. Every living 

soul thronged the streets which presented a riot of color 

to the Queen's eyes as she passed through them. Proces­

sions of the clergy in their robes, of the nobles in rich 

and gorgeous silks girded with silver belts from which 

hung short swords, and wearing high peaked velvet caps, 

and of the burghers and the guilds, poured forth to wel­

come the young princess.20 

Each procession carried banners and as Jadwiga 

approached every flag and banner was dipped with the sound 

of the swishing wind. The guilds, that characteristic 

feature of the Middle Ages, walked eaoh under their own 

banner, emblazoned with the representatives of their pa-

19 Janko z Czamkowa, Chronicon Polonorum* OP. 
Cit*. page 272. 

20 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit.* Volume IV, pages 416-7. 
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tron saint. The painters carried the figure of St. Luke, 

the carpenters of St. Joseph, the potters Adam and Eve, 

an allusion to the clay whereof we are made, and so on.21 

Trumpets, flutes and pipes made shrill music, and 

young girls dressed in white greeted the young Queen, 

singing and chanting. All those taking part in the pro­

cession carried torches. Bonfires lit up the streets, 

and all the bells of the city clashed and pealed their 

joyous sounds of greeting. Jugglers and acrobats played 

antics and cut capers as the royal procession went by, 

but in this instance, more by way of amusing the very 

youthful queen: 

"Przy odglosnie lieznych dzowndw krakows-
kich witala swyczajnie przybywajaeych do miasta 
krdlow strojna procesya najnadobniejszych dzie-
wic, ubranyeh w barwe radosoi, w biel, z zapa-
lonemi swiecami w reku, w wesolym spiewem na 
ustach....Najulubiehszem atoli dodlem uciechy 
bywaly niezmiernie geste swiatla i swlece, jar-
zace si£ w reku duchowienstwa i ludu, w powy-
wieszonych przed domami latarniaoh, owszem, w 
ogromnych stosaoh ognistych, nieoonych swawol-
nie pu ulicach i plaoach miejskich... Srdd 
takich oznak radodci, tern zapewne weselszych, 

21 Chmiel, Adam, Ceohy Krakowskie. Krakow, Aka­
demija Umiejetnosci, Monograph, 1907, number 2, pages 
43—6* 
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lz mtodociana., prawle jeszcse dziecinna powitac 
i zabawid mialy krdlowe^ 22.w 

To the peals of the numerous church bells 
in Krakow, ordinarily sounded to announce the 
entry of the king to the city, a procession of 
the prettiest maidens, dressed in white and with 
colored ribbons flying, with lighted candles in 
their hands, and with joyous song on their lips, 
thus they greeted the queen* One of the most 
cheerful elements of joy was the unusual number 
of torches and candles carried by the clergymen 
and people, also lantern lights were hung on the 
houses, huge bonfires on the streets and in the 
squares brightened the scene* Amidst such marks 
of expressed Joy, all most surely happy, so that 
the almost child-like queen should be entertain­
ed and welcomed* 

Krakow seethed with excitement* The first woman 

to be crowned Queen of Poland's history in her own right, 

arrived in the capitol city. 

Jadwiga was escorted up the Wawel hill to the 

Cathedral on the summit, close to the royal castle. Out­

side the cathedral the clergy met her, carrying relics, 

and then oonducted her into the great church, the Pan­

theon of Poland, the burial place of her kings, where 

Jadwiga eventually herself was to find a sepulchre. 

Jadwiga knelt and prayed before the High Altar, 

then rose and laid offerings upon it. Having paid her 

22 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit,* page 417, (see p. 74) 
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devotions to the tomb of the martyr Bishop, St. Stanis­

laus, whose body lay in the Cathedral, as It still does 

even today, Jadwiga was led into the noble fortress pa­

lace that towers on the cliff over the plain washed by 

the Vistula River and framed in the distance by the Car­

pathians* This was now Jadwiga*s home* Its walls were 

to be the witness of the tears which none ever saw, of 

the prayers that no human but Divine ear heard, which 

gave her strength to bear the burden which, unknown to 

herself, was soon to descend upon her*23 

Two days later, on October 15, 1384, Jadwiga was 

crowned.2* It was the feast day of her patron Saint, St. 

Jadwiga, Duchess of Silesia, the aunt of St. Elizabeth of 

Hungary* To her also, Jadwiga, through her Polish Piast 

blood, was related. Like St. Kinga, St. Jadwiga retired 

into a conTent, that of the Cistercians, there to end her 

days* She never took the religious vows, as she wished 

22 ... of. Szajnooha, Karolj Op. Cit.. Vol. II, 
p. 30-1, 

23 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit,, Volume IV, pages 417-
418. 

24 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., Volume IV, page 421. 
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to retain the luxury, with her a passion, of giving alms. 

The poor were always guests at her table, whom she served 

on her knees, kissing the ground on which they had trod, 

in memory of the Feet of Christ, who had been poor with 

them.25 

St. Jadwiga so pitied prisoners, even the per­

sonal enemies of her husband, that she continually visit­

ed the prisons, bringing prisoners food, clothing, and 

lights to relieve the darkness of their cells* It was 

during her life that the first appalling Tartar invasion 

swept over Poland* Her son, Henry the Pious, was disas­

trously defeated and slain at the Battle of Lignica* 

While the battle was raging St* Jadwiga called her lady 

attendant and said: "Demunda, I have seen my only son, 

who with the flight of a bird has flown from my sight"• 

When the news of his death was brought to her, she thanked 

God for a son who had never given her one moment's of 

sorrow and who had shed his blood for Christ: 

"Dziekuje^, Tobie, Panie, lied mi takiego syna 
dal, ktdry, mi si£ nigdy nie uprzykrzajg.c', teraz 
na obronie wiary chrzescijanskiej, za rzeozpospo-

25 Skarga, Ksiadz Piotr, Op. Cit*. page 76* 
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lita przeciw krzyza Twego nieprzyjaeidiom 
walczad, gardlo swe poiozyl 2<>.» 

"I thank You, Lord, for granting me such 
a good son, who never caused sorrow, and now 
in defense of the Christian faith of the na­
tion fighting the enemy of Tour Cross, he 
lay down his life* 

Such is Queen Jadwiga*s patron Saint* It is to 

be observed that of the two saintly Jadwigas of Poland, 

it is not the canonized Saint, in whose detachment from 

the things of earth there was a certain harshness, but 

the other, the Queen, who has gained the first place in 

the heart of the Polish nation. 

Students of Jadwiga*s history cannot fail to see 

clear signs of the inheritance that the royal nuns, and 

far distant relatives at that, handed down to her, apart 

from what may have been conscious imitation on her part. 

Jadwiga too attired herself later, and this in the full 

bloom of her early womanhood, in penitential garb, and 

practiced great austerity among the gaieties of her 

court*2^ But, if in this respect she was true to the tra-

26 Skarga, Ksiadz, Piotr, Op. Cit., page 77. 

27 Bandurski, X. Wladystaw, Op. Cit*. page 127. 
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ditions of her family on both sides, it must be empha­

sized that there was likewise another and equally strong 

inheritance in Jadwiga*s blood* 

It was that of royal sovereignity. Jadwiga was 

equally true to this hereditary influence as to the other 

saintly inheritage of her forebears. This double strain 

in Jadwiga*s mentality is a very remarkable feature in 

her character. Whatever the penanoes she practiced on 

her throne, there is no sign, not the slightest hint, 

that she ever dreamed of renouncing her estate, as the 

saintly women of her Piast race had done* 

On the contrary, Jadwiga loved her throne, and 

her sense of the dignity of her calling as queen, her 

intense care for the stability and honor of her crown, 

are among her most strongly marked characteristics of 

virtue. 

Jadwiga was the first queen of Poland to sit on 

the Polish throne in her own right. There were forty-

six monarchs, and only Jadwiga was the lone woman to 

rule by her own hand* Jadwiga was crowned 'king* of Po­

land* The chronicler Jan Dlugosz records this scene from 
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the pergamimum court and Church records of the day: 

"Dnia pietnastego pazdzleraika, w ktdrym u 
Polakow obchodzi sie, uroczystosd sw. Jadwigi, 
w kosclele Krakowskim, przez sprawljacego obr-
zadek Bodzante, aroybiskupa Gniezniehskiego, 
tudziez Jana Krakowskiego, biskupdw, w obecnos-
ci rzeczonego kardynala arcybiskupa Granu, i 
licznego zebrania pandw i rycerstwa obu krdles-
tw Polskiego i Weglerskeigo, ukoronowali ja. i 
namasoili na krdia Polska., oddawszy jej wladze 
zupetn% zarzadzenia krdlestwem pdki jej nie 
ohmyslono i nie przydzono sposobnego do rzaddw 
malzonka, I nie dziw: wiedzieli bowiem ze 
tak pieknosd przymioty serca, czystodd dzie-
wicza, slawe, a lagodnose i slodycz obyczajdw 
rdd zaeny przew^zala 28#w 

On October 15, which the Poles observe as 
St. Jadwiga»s name day, in the Krakow Church, 
under the ceremonial direction of the Gniezno 
Archbishop, also Bishop, John of Krakdw, in 
the presence of Cardinal, the Archbishop of 
Gran, and numerous lords and nobles of both 
kingdoms, Poland and Hungary, crowned and an­
nointed her and named her as king of Poland, 
giving her complete authority to rule the Po­
lish kingdom, until a husband is proposed and 
united to aid in ruling the realm* And there 
is no wonder: they knew that such beautiful 
attributes of the heart, the fame of her chaste 
purity, her piety and sweet meekness, she 
towered above all in her illustrious nation. 

The ceremony was carried out with all the solem­

nity of the ritual that held the sovereign to be annointed 

28 Dlugosz, Jan4 OP. Cit*. Volume IV, 1384, 
page 422* ' 
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of God. As the Queen was about to leave the royal palace 

to traverse the few steps that separate it from the cathe­

dral, the Bishop of Krakdw, Jan Radlica, her father*s 

physician and old friend, sprinkled her with holy water. 

The royal procession then moved. 

She was led by the Polish Primate, Bodzanta, now 

reconciled to the present order of events, and by the 

Hungarian Cardinal Archbishop and Papal legate, Deme­

trius, to the Cathedral.29 

Within the Cathedral the throne had been erected 

in front of the High Altar* It was covered with gold 

brocade, and its foot and sides blazed with the coats of 

arms of all the provinces of Poland* The royal insignia 

were laid upon the altar. The Queen took her stand at 

the foot of her throne, and High Mass began. When the 

moment came for the Gospel to be sung, the girl Queen 

with all the dignity of her royal blood advanced to the 

altar and knelt before the Primate* He administered to 

her the coronation oath. 

29 Codex Diplomaticus Poloniae, Op. Cit., volume 
I, page 467. 



THE ARRIVAL IN THE LAND OF HER FATHERS 80 

JADWIGA CROWNED KING OF POLAND 

Would she maintain all the laws, liberties and 

privileges of her kingdom? Would she govern and defend 

the kingdom that God had entrusted to her? 

Placing her hand on the book of the Gospels 

presented to her, she uttered her solemn oath: "I will". 

And if ever a sovereign kept that TOW, she who looked 

upon her kingship as a charge for which she was answer­

able to God kept hers*30 

Her oath pronounced, her attendants slipped the 

cloak and dalmatic from her shoulders, and the Archbi­

shop annointed her right shoulder with the holy oils. 

Jadwiga*s garments were replaced* The Archbishop took 

the crown from the altar, laid it on the head, and put 

the sceptre and the golden apple in her hands. The trum­

pets blew, and the Cathedral rang with the shouts that 

proclaimed the new King of Poland. After the Gospel had 

been sung the Queen was led back to the throne. For the 

first time she ascended the steps and seated herself.31 

30 These are all documentary descriptions and on 
the following pages are excerpts taken from the chronicle 
of Dlugosz, senior canon of the Cathedral of Krakow, prag­
matic historian and chronicler, Vide, Op. Cit*. volume IV, 
1384, pages 420-426. 

31 (See page 81) 
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Jadwiga*s crown, studded with precious stones, 

was worked in a cunningly woven design of golden lilies, 

stalks and buds, and according to French fashion strea­

mers of ribbon floated from it* Though far lighter than 

the crown of Poland's kings, yet it was so heavy for the 

very young head beneath it that while the Mass prooeeded 

two of the Crown officers stood on either side of the 

Queen holding it above her head. 

After the Credo the Queen descended the throne, 

and laid bread and wine in golden Teasels on the altar 

for the offertory* Returning to her eeat, she left it 

once more at the "Domine non sum dignus", and kneeling 

received Holy Communion. What she in those moments pro­

mised the Lord no one knows, but from the course of her 

history one can surmise. The Mass ended* Again the 

trumpeters and flutists shrilled forth, and the proces­

sion escorted the Queen back to the castle in the same 

order as that in which it had left. The ceremony had 

32 been a long and exacting one. 

31 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit*, Volume IV, page 427. 

32 SZajnocha, Karoli op. cit** Vol. 2, "Koro-
nocja", pp. 334-48, 
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Much dispute as to the coronation ceremony has 

waged as to date of day as well as to its actual descrip­

tions* Several old chroniclers have noted that the ac­

tual ceremony took place on Saturday, October 15, 1384. 

There is no dispute about the year and even Dlugosz com­

pares alike. Court and Church reoords of the time give 

the time and details: 

"A.D* 1384 die dominico Hedwigis est in 
regem Poloniae coronata 33." 

In 1384 Queen Jadwiga was crowned the 
monarch of Poland. 

Another chronicler following the pattern of facts 

as recorded by Dlugosz recorded the coronation in these 

words: 

"Wiele pandw i rycerstwa wyjezdzaio i 
proeesije wychodzily z wielka. rado£cia_na 
dzien s.Edwigi z Krakowa. Tarn zarazem 
przyjachawszy pomazana jest za krdia Polska. 
przez Bodaentf, arcibiskupa Gnesenskiego, i 
przy tychze poslach Wegierskich i przy innyoh 
biskupieeh Pol ski ch i Slaskieh, ktdrej dano 

33 Letowski, I., Ratal. Biskupstwo Krakowskieeo 

IV, Dodat. p. 101. 
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moc sprawowad krdiestwo Polskie do tego czasu, 
pdki malzeri'stwle nie bedzie podana 34," 

Many lords and knights arrived for the 
procession which joyously took place on the 
day of St* Jadwiga of Krakdw, As soon as she 
/Jadwiga/ arrived, she was annointed king of 
Poland by Archbishop Bodzanta of Gniezno in 
the company of ambassadors from Hungary and 
other Polish and Silesian bishops, and to her 
was given power of the Polish monarchy until 
such time as she will be given away in marriage. 

After the colorful ceremony of coronation the 

usual banquet followed, at which Jadwiga presided, sit­

ting at the table on a throne* 

The following day, in accordance with the time-

honored Polish custom and tradition, the Queen in her 

crown and royal robes rode down in state to receive the 

homage of the burghers of the town* Krakdw was a Hansa 

town, and was a center of trade for east and central Eu­

rope, carrying its merchandise far and wide. Foreign 

merchants, Scots, Armenians, Tartars, Jews, Hungarians, 

and preponderant in numbers and influence, Germans, 

crowded the streets of the gay and noisy Krakdw capital. 

34 Stryjkowski, Maciejj Kronika Polska. Litewska. 
Zmudzka I WszystkieJ Rusi Do r. 1584. Published by L. 
Glueksberg, Warsaw, 1846, Volume S, page 73* 
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Krakdw, the city, the capital of Poland, has enraptured 

many people, then and even today* These inspiring words 

were written by a modern: 

"0 Krakdw, Krakdw - what beauty is thine 
and what gloryI What sorrow, too, and penance 
and tears. Yet from this Wawel court as one 
looks over the town one knows that right will 
come again to restore thee to those who love thee 
and cherish thee, and feel for thee as a father 
feels for his children 35.« 

The Queen and her escort swept round the market 

place till they reached the throne set up in front of the 

town hall* Evidently Jadwiga looked upon the magnificent 

Church of St. Mary, with its huge nave, one of the high­

est in Europe, which was then in the process of building. 

She passed the Cloth Hall, the famous Polish landmark, 

Sukiennice, in the market place, where every merchandise 

that came into that capital city was obliged to be taken 

and weighed. 

Jadwiga was seated on the throne prepared in front 

of the town hall, the stronghold of the Krakdw burghers, 

35 Kelly, Erie, P,j, From Star To Star: A Story 
of Krakdw. New Yorkj J.B, Lippincott, 1942, p. 206. 
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and with all the ceremonial peculiar to the city a pro­

cession of burghers and townsfold led by the chief city 

functionaries filed before her, kneeling and offering 

her their homage. The town officials and chief council­

lors were dressed in long, wide cloaks, hats with three 

silver balls, a wide belt edged with silver holding a 

sword in a silver sheath. These were merchants in silver 

coats. The pageantry of this time was so colorful that a 

lasting impression was recorded by Dlugosz and later by 

Szajnocha for posterity: 

"W okazalym pochodzie uderzyli czolem przed 
ni\ burmistrz, dwudziestu czterech rajcdw czyli 
konsuldw apostolskich, grono jedenastu sadzidw-
lawnikdw z dwunastym wo jtem na czele, i wszystka^ 
wreszoie pospolnosc miejska, wiedzona przez swoieh 
starszych, ktdrych bywalo czterdziestu 36.« 

In a special ceremony, the mayor, four council-
men, who were Apostolic counsuls, a group of eleven 
jurists and the twelfth, the bailiff at the head, 
and the rest, the ordinary townsmen known to the 
elders of which there were forty, paid homage to 
her. 

Queen Jadwiga*s first duties after her coronation 

were the signing of various decrees bestowing royal lar-

36 Diugosz, Jan) Op* Cit,. Volume IV, page 423. 
cf. Szajnocha, Karoli Op* Cit.. Vol. 2, p. 345. 
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gesses, rewarding those who had loyally adhered to her 

claim and support to the Polish throne* The list of her 

favors went on to those who had earned her gratitude and 

to those who, formerly hostile to the accession of a wo­

man, had now reconciled themselves to a queen. Jadwiga 

rewarded with royal munificence all who had done her any 

service or shown her loyalty* The vice of ingratitude 

to a faithful adherent was unknown to her* 

Pious donations were among the earliest of the 

Queen*s acts, Casimir the Great had founded an altar 

dedicated to Our Lady*s Assumption in the Castle, Jad­

wiga confirmed that foundation. She established a Domi­

nican church and convent in the town of Bochnia in answer 

to the request of its inhabitants.37 These gifts were 

but the prelude to the building of the many churches which 

she was to raise to the honor of God in Poland. It is 

for these things, works of charity, and for the sacrifices 

and self-denial that came later, that the cause of beati-

37 Bandurski, X. Wladyslaw, Op. Cit.* pages 
163-4. 

cf. De Contemplatione. Manuscript no* 2424, Op. 
Cit* 
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ficatlon today is so accentuated.38 

After Jadwiga was crowned and seeptered on the 

throne in the Cathedral and before the throne before the 

city hall, questions were arising in the people's minds: 

Who will sit with her as king? For most Poles wanted a 

king, a strong king, one who would protect them against 

the more powerful nobles of their own nation, and the en­

tire country against the dreaded invasions of the mili­

tary Teutonic Knights and the Lithuanians in the north. 

Perhaps outside of Jadwiga, very few were thinking of the 

fourteen year old Prince William of Austria at this time.39 

The life and work of Jadwiga up to this period 

were but a preparation for the tremendous challenge of 

spirit that she was to face. The decisions that she was 

to render and the course of history of Poland and Christ­

ianity that she was to be the focal point were just begin­

ning to form. 

38 Rydel, Lucyan, Op. Cit.. pages 63-66. cf. W 
Sprawie Kanonizaciji Krdlowej Jadwigi. Komminikat, Koia 
Przyjaeiol Naszej Przeszlosci, edited by Jan Bobrzyllski, 
Nasza Przvszlodd. pages 17-29. 

39 Balzer, Oswald, 0 Kilka Kwestjach Spornych z 
Historyl Nastroju Polski. (see P&ge 88). 
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As Poland*s first Queen to be crowned in her own 

right, Jadwiga made a noble and a saintly picture* Since 

the day of coronation in 1384, the question of being the 

"chosen** one has been dwelled upon by the clergy and poets 

and historians. Even today, 551 years later, the question 

of Jadwiga as being the "chosen one" is still fresh in the 

Polish and the Christian world* s mind* 

Jadwiga the saintly and generous person that the 

world knows best, even though this world is now only li­

mited to a few Polish clergy, Cardinals and the Holy See 

in Rome, this is the person whose place on the holy altars 

of Poland is being sought*40 

39 «•• Kwartalnik Hlstorvczny* 1907, Warsaw, 
Number 21, page 59, 

40 Bandurski:, X. Wtadyslaw, Jadwiga Swieta Krd­
lowa Wa Polskim Tronle. Zbaszyn, 1910, Volume III, pages 
212-254. cTI Bobrzyiiski, Jan, Najwiekszy Cud Krolowej 
Jadwigi. Warsaw, 1909, Nasza Przyszlosfd, Number 29. pages 
17-28. cf* Dlugosz, Jan. Op. Cit.. volume IV, pages 326-
423* cf. Codex Diplomaticus Polonlae. Op* Cit*. pages 
136-1457 

cf. also: Fessler, Ignace, Op. Cit.. pages 186-
211* cf, also: Ladzina, Wanda, Jadwiga KrdTowa Polski* 
Naklad Autora, Paris, 1950, pages 83-128. 

cf* also: Llbri Antlqulssimi Clvitatls Craoo-
viensis."Idlted by F. Piekoslnski and Jdzef szujski, Kra­
kdw , Volume IV; Mon* Medii Aevi Hist* Series, pages 183-
196* 



CHAPTER V 

QUEEN JADWIGA*S CHARACTER 

REVEALED DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF RULE 

The Council of the Crown was the real governing 

body with the Queen as their spokesman and representa­

tive. The ten year old Queen, alone, for her mother and 

sister remained in Hungary and did not attend the corona­

tion ceremony, had many problems of statehood to settle 

after the interregnum period* The former king, her fa­

ther, King Louis, had offered various generous treaties 

and agreements to the magnates in Poland* From these 

came many new problems for the state that had to be sol­

ved by the Queen and the Council* 

Historians still recall that the first act of Jad­

wiga as Queen as the confirmation of the right of a man 

of the middle class, a man named Sidel, to certain land 

properties he had purchased.1 This was the period when 

the common man was seeking to establish her personal and 

public rights. The oonflicts between wealthy burghers, 

1 Bandtke, John: Jus Polonicum* Warsaw, 1931, 
p* 75* Etiam, Goyski, Marja* TytuJE Prawny Posladanla i 
Legalnoscl Zastawu, Ffezeglad Historyczny. 1906, Warsaw, 
Volume II, number 2, pages 63-4* 
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merchants and guild and trade organizations were intensi­

fied as competition for trade was intense at this period, 

Krakow was the chief focal city for central European tra­

de* It was a part of the Hanseatic commercial league's 

main outposts,2 

Taxation and discipline were the two main problems 

faced by Jadwiga as had King Casimir in the earlier years, 

Casimir3 named one of these merchantmen a royal counselor, 

a position generally awarded only to a knight. The pro­

blem of collecting revenues from public sales, taxes from 

the silver and gold smelting works, house rents etc. was 

an early problem that the young Queen had to face* 

As Jadwiga began her rule, the economic condition 

of Poland was prosperous. Since her father had also trea­

ted the Krakowians generously, the people expected the 

same benefices from the Queen. The coffers of the state 

treasury were normal at her coronation, and that did not 

2 Ulanowski, Boleslaw, Antiquissimi Librl Judloa-
les Terrae Craooviae, Akademija Umiejetnosci, Krakdw, 1886, 
pages 221-3. 

3 Balzer, Oswald, Op* Cit., volume 3, pages 127-
130* etiam: Acta Consularia Casimir iensis, Wyda'C Adam 
Chmiel, Krakdw, 1932, volume 2, p* 263. 
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necessitate the imposing of new or added taxes. The re­

cords of this period noted in the Wawel archives,4 indi­

cate that modest sums were spent for the upkeep of the 

Castle retinue and the state* 

At this time, 1384, the German language was also 

the language of business* The Germans were the control-

ing group in Krakow* There was also a large Italian ele­

ment in various important commercial posts* For example, 

one directed the mint, at Olkusz5 another the Bochnia 

salt mines. From these the crown drew vital revenues. 

Competition between Krakdw and other cities as Gnezno, 

Poznan, Lublin, Lwow, and Wroclaw was at its greatest. 

Vistula River was the main stream that coursed through 

Krakow to Danzig and to the open world beyond. Thus, the 

various commercial caravans which made stop in Krakow 

were those of the Teutonic Order's from Konigseberg and 

4 Rachunk! Dworu Krdlowej Jadwigi. Edited by F, 
Piekosiiiski, Krakdw, 1896, pages 21-22, 

5 S£ownik Geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego i in-
nych Krajow stowlanskloh, editorial Staff Bronislaw Chle-
bowski, Jdzef Krzywickl, Filip Walewski, volume 10, 1901, 
page 213. 
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Marienburg.6 Constant complaints from these knights was 

one of the main problems that Jadwiga met during her first 

year. The Knights always complained of Krakow obstruction 

of their trade through customs duties and various deten­

tions. The Queen learned early that the control of Dan­

zig and the "eye to the sea" will always be important to 

Poland's future. 

With each passing day Queen Jadwiga learned of 

some new interest and conflict which faced her Nation. 

Powerful wills were forced upon her in the various dis­

putes for decision. She bore up well and rapidly matured 

to a stature of queen. The members of the court and 

clergy saw in her a remarkable figure of character and 

wisdom* Often they remarked how often and how long she 

has down on her knees in the royal chapel seeking spirit­

ual counsel and moral support in prayerful supplication. 

Each day was begun with the attendance at Mass*7 The 

courtiers accompanied the Queen in this task. Among her 

6 Codex Diplomaticus Prussious, edited by John 
Voigt, Kowigsberg, 1853, volume 3, page 92. 

7 Bandurskl, X, Wladysiaw, Op. Cit.. volume 2, 
pages 195-6* 
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friends in the court was Catherine, the wife of the go­

vernor of Eastern Lwow, and Elizabeth, a friend of her 

Hungarian days, now married to Spytko, governor of Kra­

kow*8 It was no doubt to Elizabeth that young Queen Jad­

wiga had poured out the innermost secrets of the heart, 

Jadwiga*s love for music is a tradition often re­

peated in books and biographies* At the time of her co­

ronation some twenty-eight instruments were played by the 

Poles, with the trumpet and flute, the two most popular, 

A large court ochestra was retained by the Queen* After 

vesper prayers in the evening, concerts were held featu­

ring holy and profane scores* Jadwiga loved these tem­

poral pleasures*9 

The ladies of the court had many idle moments, 

and the excess of vanity is often noted in the fact that 

some Wawel court lady had as many as three hundred clay 

pots of creams and perfumes* Sinee this was the period 

8 Federowiez, K., Dostojnicy 1 Urzednlcy woje-
wodztwa Krakowskiego. 1374-1566, Krakdw, 1884, page 88. 

9 Szajnocha, Karol, Op. Cit.. Volume 2, pages 322-
329* 
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of the founding of new churches and chapels, too many 

chalices to cover and altars to decorate were abreast 

to employ the women to knit and to stitch.10 

Queen Jadwiga interested herself in the decora­

tion of the high altar of the Cathedral as well as the 

altar of the royal chapel. One of her pastimes was to 

embroider cloths and vestments for these edifices. In 

1385 Jadwiga*s efforts were centered on a silk rationa­

le.11 Today it is a treasure in the Wawel Cathedral. 

Using gold threads twice twisted, Queen Jadwiga embroide* 

red on the white silk in 42,000 seed pearls the Cross and 

the symbol of the Anjous,12 

As a hostess Queen Jadwiga maintained the old 

Polish custom; when guests of visitors arrived, they 

were entertained with magnificient banquets and speote-

10 Bandurski, I. Wladyslaw, Op, Cit*. Volume I, 
page 92, Etiam Kellogg, Charlotte, Op. Cit., chapter 
HI» pages 134-145. 

11 Kruszynski, Stanislaw, Racjonafr z daru Krd-
lowej Jadwigi w Skarbu Katedry Wawelskiej. Krakdw. Akade 
mija Umlejetnosei, 1927, chapters 3, pages 38-42. 

12 Bartosiewicz, Kasimierz: Wawel: Przeszlosci 
Skarbnica Siedziba Piastdw i Jagiellonow; Kraicow, Wyd. 
Salon Malarzy Polskich, p* 6. 
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eles. The palace housekeeping was a formidable enter­

prise. From the court accounts we read even today of the 

following items: five hundred chickens were cooked in 

one day, green peas out of season, gilded cakes and quan­

tities of hydromel, a drink made from honey*13 

If Jadwiga made a journey to the surrounding 

country, she might be accompanied by as many as two or 

three thousand knights. The Queen was a valued person 

and she was never out of sight of the guard. 

From the viewpoint of education there is another 

story to record. Although in a whirl of daily meetings 

with foreign ambassadors, papal envoys, sitting with the 

royal council, presiding at banquets, daily Queen Jadwiga 

attended the schools of the Church and state* The council 

of the crown taught her the lessons of the state, and the 

various priests and Church dignitaries directed the les­

sons of the Church* All found in Jadwiga an unusual mind 

to deal with that was keen, intiotive and logical in its 

thinking* Jadwiga was an accomplished theologian and she 

surprised the councilors with her knowledge of economics 

13 Rachunk! Dworu. Op. Cit.. page 35. 
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and history. Even the townsfolk knew that they were deal­

ing with an astute monarch* One of Jadwiga*s first acts 

was to reaffirm the privileges of the townsmen: 

RJako pierwszst oznake. Iraski otrzymali mies-
zczanie zwykle potwierdzenie dawnych przywile-
jdw i praw 1-4.» 

As the first mark of her favor the townsmen 
received confirmation of the old privileges and 
laws. 

Pious donations and charitable gifts were among 

the earliest of the Queen*s acts. Earlier, King Casimir 

had founded an altar dedicated to Our Lady's Assumption 

in the Wawel Castle* Jadwiga confirmed that foundation* 

She established a Dominican church and convent in the town 

of Bochnia15 in reply to the imploring requests of its in­

habitants* These gifts were but a prelude to the building 

of the many Churches which she was to raise in the honor 

of God in her country. 

King Louis, her father, was a devout and humble 

admirer of Our Blessed Lady, and he handed on this devo­

tion to his daughter. The shrine of Our Lady of Czesto-

14 Diugosz, Jan} Op. Cit* 1384, p. 422, vol. 4* 

15 Letowski, X. Op. Cit.* p. 106. 
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chowa16 has for centuries been the most venerated place 

of pilgrimage to the Polish nation. Kings and patriots 

have knelt before the famous painting honored there which 

is called the "Black Madonna'' because of the scorched 

soot that borders the figure* In 1655 when the Swedes 

had conquered Poland and the Polish King had fled, it 

was the heroic defense of that little fortress shrine by 

a handful of monks against the great army of the Lutheran 

besiegers that ended by hurling the invaders out of Po­

land*17 The Poles after that victory solemnly committed 

their country to the patronage of Our Lady of Czestochowa 

as the Queen of Poland, by which title they invoke her to 

this day* The picture of the Madonna of Czestochowa may 

be seen in every peasant home, in the scores and in the 

street wayside chapels. To Her intercession again the 

Polish nation ascribes the Miracle of the Vistula, when in 

16 Zapomniany, Jedrzej, Op* Cit.. pages 3-4* 

17 Sienkiewicz, Henryk, Potop. The Deluge. War­
saw, 1899, Second volume of The Trilogy, beautifully des­
cribed the invasion, however, imaginary. 
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1920 the armies of the Bolsheviks, aiming at the destruc­

tion of Christianity and civilization, were driven back 

from Warsaw*18 All this history goes back to Jadwiga»s 

reign as Queen as it was in 1384-5 that numerous miracles 

were ascribed to the Lady at Jasna Gora* At the time a 

great trend to Our Lady was being manifest by both royalty 

and the peasant. Queen Jadwiga encouraged the pilgrimages 

to the monastery on top of the white hill* The possibili­

ty of the cloister and placing of the painting for the 

altar piece is the work of Prince Wladyslaw Opolski, 

prince of Kujawy, Returning from Ruthenia, he brought 

an ancient painting of the Virgin and Child done on wood 

in Bizantine style, believed to come from Freece and often 

alleged to have been painted by St, Luke,19 

Prince Opolski paying great heed to the devoted 

idea in the painting, sought a cloister where due homage 

18 "The Miracle of the Vistula" took place near 
Warsaw in August, 1920, when the Polish armed forces re­
pelled the invading Bolsheviks. Dyboskl, Roman, Outlines 
of Polish History* London, Allen and Unwin, 1925, pages 
258-259* Etiam: Halecki, Oskar, A History of Poland. 
New York, Roy, 1943, pages 275-289. 

ig zapomniany, J^drzej, Op* Cit*. pages 12-14. 
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would be rendered. He selected the Pauline monks who had 

a small church on top of a hill in Czestochowa to take 

charge of the proper veneration. On August 9, 1382, 

Prince Opolski signed the founding papers for the cloister 

house, and in the following year Prince Opolski brought in 

Pauline monks to serve as guards for the St* Luke pain­

ting: 

"Ksiaze Opolski sprowadzH szesnastu 00. 
Paulindw na Jasna, Gora_ i wybudowai im drew-
niany klasztor, ktdry aktem erekcyjnym z dnia 
9 sierpnia 1383 r,, z wsiami Czejstochowka i 
Kawodzt nadal, nakladajae na nich obowiazek, 
aby stall na strazy swiftego obrazu i pelnili 
duehowna obslugf w kaplicy Maryi 2 0 .*» 

Prince Opolski brought sixteen Pauline 
fathers to Jasna Gora and erected a wooden 
cloister for them. In the founding papers 
dated August 9, 1383, he deeded the hamlets 
of Czestochoka and Kawodrz to them, and gave 
them the responsibility that they serve as 
protectors of the holy painting and that they 
perform the religious duties in the Holy Mary 
Chapel• 

All this came from Prince Opolski*s dream during 

a foray to the principality of Belz. Finding the painting, 

he received permission from the King to bring it to his do-

20 Naglowski, Tomasz: Jasna Gdra. Czestochowa, 
1933, p. 13* 
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main. When the time came to move the painting from the 

Belz castle, no one or group of men were able to move it. 

That night Prince Opolski had a dream in his prayers. 

The vision stated that if he promised to erect a churoh 

in Jasna Gora, then he would be able to move the paint­

ing.21 

Tradition also states that King Louis was consc­

ientiously concerned that from the old Polish crown he 

had taken so many Polish castles and riches, that many 

of the benefactors was Prince Opolski, a relative that it 

would be proper for the prince to assuage his conscience 

by erecting a church* But, a month after the founding of 

the Church at Jasna Gora, King Louis died and the Polish 

princes seized the Opolski holdings and returned them to 

the crown* Queen Jadwiga became interested in the cult 

to Our Lady at Czestochowa, and offered assistance in its 

development* 

Queen Jadwiga*s concern for the smaller subjects, 

far more than her charities, was manifest throughout the 

21 Dlugosz, Jan, HistorlegPoloniae. Volume 10, 
page 72* ^/)yrou>) 
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whole country* She was a tender-hearted and a most merci­

ful Queen. NeTer a day passed without some sufferer ap­

pealing to her charity. No one was turned away. Queen 

Jadwiga was not content merely to endow altars, hospitals 

and hospices, she longed to offer personal attention and 

service. There are numerous legends that Indicate Queen 

Jadwiga talking with the aged, offering mite to the poor, 

lifting and cheering up the sick child, and encouraging 

the hopeless. Pity and mercy welled from her young, 

lonely heart. No one worked more diligently than the 

girl queen. She spent the days in council meetings, her 

various relief and charity programs, lessons in State and 

Church matters, a huge program for a young teen year-old 

girl. 

At the moment of her coronation and in the begin­

ning of her reign, Jadwiga, pure of heart as she was al­

ways, was not yet a saint. She had not yet reached the 

height of sanctity to which she afterwards attained. 

Seeming older in her years, and dignified in her outward 

bearing, yet she was at heart a girl, and a girl full of 

gaiety who, with the zest of her epoch and in the spirit 



QUEEN JADWIGA*S CHARACTER 102 

REVEALED DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF RULE 

of her lively new capital, loved amusement and the dance 

and song. Jadwiga was a girl who could do rash things, 

and who could be wedded to her own way, who had her young 

and foolish even childish caprices* To think of her as a 

prematurely serious woman or as one of those youthful 

saints, like her canonized namesake, St. Jadwiga, of whom 

it is said that she was grave from childhood and shunned 

play,22 would be an utterly erroneous estimation of Jad­

wiga* s character. 

In truth, Jadwiga seemed created for joy. Yet it 

was not by joy that she reached the inner life with Christ. 

The trial of the soul by which she was to be molded was 

drawing near. 

Legends about Queen Jadwiga*s beauty and purity 

and other earthly virtues spread far and wide. The Coun­

cil of the Crown were in constant meeting as to the selec­

tion of the proper king for such a queen of seemingly huge 

value and potential prqmise. The time for the "age of 

reason" was drawing nigh, and Queen Jadwiga longed for the 

22 Skarga, Ks, Piotr, Op. Cit.* Zywot Sw. Jadwigi. 
page 80* 
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day when she would be united with Prince William. She 

observed her father*s desires and deathbed promises. She 

had to deal with a mother to whom the condition of the 

state was far more important than personal happiness. 

The hour of decision was approaching for Jadwiga.2^ 

No records remain that tell of the thoughts, the 

dreams, the fond hopes nourished in the breast of the 

girl queen, A few spotty historical records2* remain 

today that tell of her material works for the nation and 

for the Church. Several authors and poets have tried to 

capture her youthful spirit, but it is the trial of cons­

cience and her decision for the Greater Cause that they 

bards celebrate* It is Jadwiga with tears and heartaches 

that the reader best remembers the girl queen. In light 

of today's happenings, the figure and character of this 

young Queen conjures the most romantic notions. The 

thoughts always remain that this queen was sheltered and 

23 Cf. Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit*. Volume 4, pages 

381-423. 

24 Rydel, Lueyan, Op* Cit.* pages 68-69. 
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surrounded by councilors and clergy who attempted to give 

their best counsel and advice. The final decisions rest­

ed in the bosom of the young queen.25 

25 Cf. Ladzina, Wanda, Jadwiga Krdlowa Polski. 
Nafc3tad AutoraT Paris, 1950, pages 9»-128. 

cf. szlagowski, Antoni, Swieta Polska Oredownio-
zka. Spuseizna Dzlejowa ,Krdlowej~Jadlwglt Krakdw. 1953* 
P.A.U., Zbidr Przemowien, pages 46-73. 



CHAPTER VI 

CONSUMMATIO MATRIMONI 

THE QUESTION OF WILHELM*S BETROTHAL 

RIGHT AND ITS FULFILLMENT 

While Queen Jadwiga was busily engaged with mat­

ters of the court and needs of the subjects, the Council 

of the Crown and court magnates were arranging delega­

tions to the Lithuanian prince* The reasons of state 

were prevailing in their arguments, for with the pros­

pects of a union of Lithuania and Poland, the Teutonic 

Knights will be stronger opposed with this single front. 

Thus, as talk of a consort for the Queen was in­

creased, the more conscientious became the spirit of the 

young queen. She was of a profoundly religious and cons­

cientious nature. Jadwiga held herself morally bound by 

her "infant marriage" to Prince William. The most power­

ful nobles of the Polish kingdom were against this mar­

riage upon which Jadwiga was so conscientiously resolved. 

Jagiello, hearing of the beauty and virtue of the 

young Queen, and realizing that his kingdom was in a pra-

1 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit., Volume IV, page 426. 
Cf. Smolensk!, Wiadysiaw, Dzieje Narodu Polskiego. Kra 
k"5w, Anczyc, 1921, page 79. 
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carious state, longed for a marriage to cement the two 

kingdoms to resist the German Knights.2 He sent a depu­

tation to present his hand to the young Queen. While the 

Lithuanian deputation was actually on its way to Troki, 

Jagiello*s capital, carrying the royal consent, that is, 

the consent of the royal councillors to the Lithuanian 

Grand Duke,3 Jadwiga still did not give up hope and still 

intended to marry William* 

Prince Leopold, William*s father, uneasy at what 

he heard concerning the Lltuanian Duke's proposal of mar­

riage, went to Buda to urge Elizabeth to bring about the 

fulfilment of the marriage of his son to Jadwiga as it 

had been contracted at Haimburg. Elizabeth drew up a 

fresh declaration, signed among others by Jadwiga's sister, 

Maria, now Queen of Hungary, by the Palatine Gara, who 

since the death of Louis, had been Elizabeth's advisor, 

2 Halecki, Oskar, Dzieje Uniji Jagiellowskiej. 
Polska, Akademija Umiejgtnosci, Krakdw, 1919, Volume I, 
pages 36-9, 

3 Halecki, Oskar, Op. Cit.. Volume I, page 43, 
Cf. Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit,, Volume IV. 
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and Prince Ladislas Opolski, undertaking that the marriage 

between Jadwiga and Wilhelm should be fulfilled: 

"My, obiedwie krdlowe, dajemy tobie ksiaze 
Wladyslawie Opolski, zupelna^ moc i wladze, iz-
byd to zamierzone malzenstwo przywiddi w spelhie-
nie i przyrzeczonse corke_ i slostre, naszâ  Jad-
wig$, oddal ksiazeciu Wilhelmowi w stadio i us-
oiski malzeiiskie, zapewniajac im sposobno^d po-
iaczenia sie i maizenskiego z sobâ  pozycia, bex 
zadnej pod jakimkotwiek pozorem zwloki 4.w 

We, both queens, grant you Prince Ladislas 
Opolski, full power and authority, that you ar­
range the promised marriage, and to give Jad­
wiga, betrothed daughter and sister, to Prince 
William for fulfilment in the conjugal relation, 
insuring him the arrangements of the union of 
marriage without any further delay. 

Opolski was dispatched to Krakow by the Queen Mo­

ther to see the affair through. How far Elizabeth ever 

meant to carry out her word is doubtful. She had given 

Duke Jagiello*s representatives her approval of his pro­

posal. And she still hated her other undesired prospec­

tive German son-in-law.5 

4 Fejer: Codex Diplomaticus Hungariae^ Op. Cit.. 
Volume I, Number 75, Page 141. 

5 Throez, Joannis de, Chronica Hungarorum* Op. 
Cit*. volume I, pages 271-2. cF. Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit.. 
Volume 4, pages 425-426* 
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Jadwiga knew that Opolski was coming to Krakow 

to assist her marriage with William. Much depended on 

the celerity with which William could reach Poland. A 

rumor spread through Krakow that Jadwiga had sent her con­

fidential messenger, the Chamberlain Gniewosz of Dale-

wice, to Vienna to urge Prince William to join her with 

no delay.6 Gniewosz was in the pro-William group and 

was interested in furthering his personal fortune as events 

later showed. William set off for Krakow and appeared at 

the Wawel Castle. 

Prince William rode into Krakow scattering larg­

esse among the crowds that observed him enter. He arrived 

in the City in all the glory and elaborate trappings as 

befitted a Habsburgian prince of the time. From old chro­

nicles and court and Church records, a twentieth century 

Jadwigiana authority, Lucyan Rydel, writes: 

"Wjeehal Kslaze Wilhelm na grdjec krak-
oawski wcale nie chylkiem, ani kryjono, jeno 

6 Codex Diplomaticus Pploniae Minoris. 1178-1386. 
Edited by F. Piekosinski, Krakow, 1876, Volume IX, in Mon. 
Medii Aevi* Hist., page 537. 
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glosno, swietnie, uroczyscie, jak przystaio 
^otomkowi Habsburgow i prawemu krdlowej mal-
zonkowi ?," 

Prince William arrived in the Krakow capi­
tal without any furtiveness nor hiding, but 
noisily, gloriously, festively as it behooved 
a Habsburg heir, and with rights of a husband 
of the Queen* 

People saw a youth, rather a boy of some sixteen 

years of age, handsome and gallant of composure and bear­

ing* His appearance indicated that he was in the perfect­

ion of fashion, his hair dressed according to the latest 

fashion, booted in the very best style and his garments 

in most colorful perfection. Hearts of the populace went 

out to him. It was desired that he look as the most 

finest-looking boy of all the courtiers in attendance. 

Perhaps the plan was to rekindle the childish love of 

Jadwiga into a deeper flame on seeing this handsome boy 

Prince* 

So courtly were William*s manners that his name 

has gone down in history as "William the Courteous", 

7 Rydel, Lucyan: Krdlowa Jadwiga. Poznan, Wydai 
K* Kozlowski, 1910, Page 97* 
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"William the Elegant", and when not under the less com­

plimentary title, "William the Ambitious". Szanjnooha 

crystallizes the physical looks and character of the 

Prince in these words: 

"Nazywano go "ambitnym", "eeremonialnym", 
"dworskim", "wytwornym". ..Slowa swarliwe, 
mowy oszczerscze, zwiaszcza przeciw ksiezom i 
kobietom miotane, byiy mu tak obmierzle, iz 
nikt nie smial obraza<T niemi uszu ksiez^oych 8." 

He was called "ambitious", "pompous", 
"lordly", and "elegant". Curse words, defama­
tory speech, especially addressed against the 
clergy and women, were so distasteful to him, 
that no one dared to insult the Prince's ears 
with them* 

If the Prince's manners at that moment, when he 

must halve particularly desired to please and oreate a 

tasteful impression, were the pink of courtesy* But later, 

the language he applied to Jadwiga when disappointed in 

his quest for the bride and the throne, was something less 

than courtly. His appearance warmed the hearts of those 

who knew him* 

Since negotiations by Jagiello at this time were 

8 Luninski, Ernesti Szajnoohy Jadwiga I Jagiello. 
Warszawa, M. Arct, 1905, pages ?4-7o* ' 
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in the state of rapproachment as Jadwiga had accepted 

provided her mother, Elizabeth in Hungary also approved, 

Prince William battled for time and accomplished fact, 

if he could consummate the marriage and thereby become 

the king of Poland by marriage. The magnates in the Wa­

wel Court were divided as to the selection of a king.9 

Earlier, they extracted a promise from Queen Elizabeth 

that the Polish throne will go to Jadwiga provided that 

the Councillors be free to elect a king of their own 

choice* Elizabeth had reserved, for Jadwiga was but ten 

years old, and the age of twelve was called at that time, 

the "age of reason", "Lata Rosumu". Jadwiga was only 

eleven years old and the Haimburg "child marriage" stipu­

lated that William could complete the "oonsummatio matri­

monii" when she had reached the age of twelve. The voices 

of the Wawel Court were heard in Vienna, and perhaps 

through Gniewosz of Dalewic, an urging to William to ful­

fill his duty, was made doubly urgent since delegations 

9 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit.. Volume IV, pages 425-
426. 
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from the Lithuanian Duke appeared to be successfully 

reaching their desired end. 

There was no complete agreement among the Polish 

princes, magnates and Churchmen as to who should be the 

King and husband to Jadwiga. The chronicler Dlugosz re­

cords this faot in the annals of the year, 1385 in these 

words: 

"Jedni zyczyli sobie Ziemowita, ksiazecia 
Mazowieckiego, drudzy Wilhelma, ksiazecia 
Austryi, inni Wladyslawa, ksiazecia Opolskie-
go 10.» 

Some desired Ziemowit, the Prince of Mazo-
wia, others William, the Prince of Austria, and 
the rest Ladislas, the Prince of Oppeln, 

Some Polish princes wished no king at all, but to 

maintain the rule themselves with the young Queen as a 

figurehead. As to Jadwiga, she head of these various 

plans and candidates for the throne and her bed. She kept 

counsel to herself and quietly awaited developments. These 

matters came to a sudden turn in August, 1385, An agree­

ment was signed at Krewe on August 14, 1385,11 between the 

10 Dlugosz, Jan, Op* Cit,. volume 4, page 426. 

11 (see page 113). 
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Pol i sh and the Lithuanian pr inces tha t J ag ie l lo would be 

the Pol ish King through marriage with Jadwiga. El izabeth 

of Hungary had sent Prince of Oppeln to Vienna wi th the 

agreement tha t William was t o marry Jadwiga by August 15, 

1385. 1 2 This two-faced policy of El izabeth often crept 

i n to the various s t a t e mat ters tha t confused and bungled a 

pos i t ive a c t i o n . Jadwiga p a t i e n t l y waited for the deve­

lopments, surrounded with a la rge court of l a d i e s - i n -

wai t ing , and counselled by the Clergy and p r i n c e s . 

Prince William in h i s very bes t re t inue and so 

polished in manner and mien in order t o fu r the r pass in 

Jadwiga*s favor , quickly received h i s f i r s t rebuff. The 

Pol ish noble who held the office of guardian of the Wawel 

royal c a s t l e and of the Queen's person, Dobieslaw of Ku-

rorzwenki, and in due considerat ion tha t the majori ty of 

the nobles of the Pol ish kingdom had accepted J ag i e l l o as 

11 Halecki, 0 . , Dzieje Unij i J a g i e l l o n s k i e j . 
Krakdw, Akad* Umiej . , 1919, Volume I , page 86. 

12 Codex Diplomaticus, Vol* X, Part 3 , Nr. 3 1 , 
Hungariae* ofi.eir 
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the Queen* s husband and King of the Polish realm, refused 

to admit the German prince in into the castle, and barred 

the gate doors against him. This deed has been recorded 

in the following words: 

"Dobieslaw z Kurozwek, kastelan krakowski, 
pod dw czas zamek krakowski dzierzacy w swoje j 
strazy i sprawujfcy wielkorzady, Wllhelmowi, 
KsiazS/Ciu Austryi, nie dozwolil bywad w zamku 
i bronil do niego przystepku 13." 

Dobieslaw of Kurzowenki, chamberlain of 
Krakow, protecting the Castle under his guard, 
and acting as the Tice-regent, forbade William, 
the Prince of Austria, to enter the Castle, 
and guarded it from bein entered. 

Prince William had no choice left to him but to 

accept the hospitality offered to him by Gniewosz of Da-

lewice, and to stay as his guest in Krakow until Prince 

of Oppeln should arrive in Krakow as the Queen Mother 

Elizabeth's representative with her authorization for the 

fulfillment of the marriage* 

Queen Jadwiga did not permit any matter as the 

barring of Castle gates to separate from her man whom she 

had looked upon as her prospective husband. To Jadwiga 

13 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit,. Volume 4, page 429, 
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this was a sacrament and a deathbed promise. The child 

nuptials were performed years earlier In Haimburg and 

she looked upon this moment as correct and in keeping 

with her virtuous conscience* Now that William was so 

close at hand, she would arrange somehow to see him* It 

would be possible to see the young Prince outside the 

Castle.14 

Dibieslaw was the guardian of the Castle and 

there his jurisdiction ended. He had not control over 

the young Queen's movements, nor had anyone the right to 

keep from meeting the Prince elsewhere if she so chose. 

With the he%> of courtiers friendly to William Jadwiga ar­

ranged to meet him outside the Castle. 

14 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit.. Volume IV, page 430. 
Cf* Luninski, Ernest, Op. Cit., pages 72-89. 
etiam: Jadwiga Krdlowa Polski, Wydawca D, Wegner, Poz-
nan7, 1899, pages 61-79, 
etiam: Szajnocha, Karol, Op. Cit., Volume IV, Wilhelm. 
pages 67-99, 
Maciejowska, Wanda, Jadwiga Krdlowa Polski, Mongraph, 
Warsaw, 1935, 
In this thesis Maciejowska blames Szajnocha»s Book (Cf. 
pages 6-9) for misunderstanding of the Wilhelm Affair 
by Jadwigiana writers since 1863. 
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The Franciscan monastery in Krakow was selected 

as the meeting place. In this epoch the layfolk of every 

class repaired to the monasteries for meals, for rest du­

ring a journey, for news and for meetings. This was an 

act of hospitality on the part of the monks, which was be­

gun as an act of charity. On this occasion the refectory 

or dining room and the quest-rooms were thrown open to the 

royal couple and their friends* 

In front of the eyes of the Franciscan Friars the 

lovers met in gaily decorated quarters. The Friars put 

out their colored carpets and most decorative tapestries 

in their honor. William was escorted by his German re­

tainers and by some Polish nobles who favored his suit. 

Queen Jadwiga was accompanied by numerous troop of Court 

ladies, in their brilliant gowns. Musicians, especially 

flutists and trumpeters, accompanied the Queen and the 

Prince both. A fragment of this scene has been recorded: 

"Krolowa Jadwiga#czesto z druzyne^ swoich 
dworzan i panied sluzebnieh schodzac do klasz-
toru z Wilhelmem, Ksiazaciem Austryi, zabawala 
sie; krotofila i tancami, skromnie jednak a z 
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najwieksza przyzwoitode 1-5,» 

Queen Jadwiga with a group of courtiers 
and ladies-in-waiting, often met William, the 
Austrian Prince, to be entertained with jokes, 
conversation and dances, however, modestly and 
with the greatest decorum. 

Led to the refectory the young couple and the 

courtiers were served with the best Rhenish, French and 

Italian wines, beer and the famous Polish mead. The 

young Queen also sipped her wine, but with a large mea­

sure of added water* The drinks were accompanied with 

dishes and dainties of the time, such as tarts, pastries, 

comfits over which a layer of gold dust was scattered, 

figs, melons. According to the custom, Jadwiga and 

William ate from the same plate* 

Throughout the meal instruments played that de­

lighted Jadwiga*s ear. Then the company danced, accom­

panied by the loud, sonorous piercing strains of trum­

pets, lutes and pipes, to which the dancers frequently 

joined in song. Jadwiga16 watched this scene with throb-

15 Dlugosz, Janj Op. Cit.* Volume IV, page 430. 

16 Dlugosz, Jan, Op. Cit.. Volume IV, page 430. 
(See page 118). 
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bing heartbeats and dazzling eyes. This was the happi­

ness for which she had longed for. 

The couple had last met as children two years ago 

at the deathbed of King Louis in 1382* Jadwiga treasured 

this memory dearly as that of her playfellow and betro­

thed, and with whom she was to spend her life. William 

had grown from childhood into manhood, for a boy of 

fifteen in the Middle Ages to all intents and purposes, 

was termed a man* Jadwiga had grown since he had seen 

her into a maiden os such surpassing beauty that there 

were those who travelled to Krakow only to look upon her 

lovely face.17 

Jadwiga had not only thought of William as her 

childhood companion, but she clung to his memory, because 

she believed to be bound to him in the sight of God. Jad­

wiga was a scrupulous and conscientious person and all acts 

that had the blessing of the Church were of prime impor-

16 ... Etiam: Grzegorzy z Sanoku, Nagrobek* 
Funeral poem, 1399* 

17 Jan Matejko: Studja i Szkice, Op. Cit*. page 
52* 


