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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The phase of the struggle for empire in America, which 

ended with the war of the Spanish Succession in 1713» left 

France considerably weakened, and the geographic setting of 

her North Atlantic colonies substantially transformed. The 

Peace of Utrecht forced France to cede to Great Britain the 

region about Hudson's Bay, Newfoundland and, by virtue of 

Article XII, Acadia. Despite the enfeebled state of the realm, 

the experience and resources of France nevertheless allowed 

her to react with vigour to the impositions of the Peace. 

Thus, France immediately set about regrouping what 

could be salvaged from her former possessions in the Gulf of 

Saint Lawrence. The French islands of Saint-Jean and Cap 

Breton had not been affected by the Peace, and it was upon 

the latter that the authorities sought to carry on the lucra­

tive cod fishery of the Grand Banks of Newfoundland. The 

scheme held promise, for the essential requirements of a 

strong colonial unit needed only to be transferred from the 

relinquished colonies: the civil and military establishments 

of Acadia and Newfoundland, the fishing population of New­

foundland, and the larger agricultural population of Acadia. 

Article XIV specified that: 
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...in all the said places ...to be yielded ... 
by the most Christian King..., the subjects of the 
said King may have the liberty to remove themselves, 
within a year to any other place, as they shall 
think fit, together with all their moveable effects. 
But those who are willing to remain there, and to 
be subject to the Kingdom of Great Britain, are to 
enjoy the free exercise of their religion according 
to the usage of the Church of Rome as far as the 
laws of Great Britain do allow the same. 

In June 1713» Queen Anne further allowed for the re­

moval of the former French subjects by proclaiming In a let­

ter t© Governor-Nicholson of Nova Scotia that the French of 

both Acadia and Newfoundland should be permitted t« sell 
2 

their immovables If they chose to Immigrate elsewhere. 

The present study is concerned with the attempt of 

the French to Influence the Acadlans •*• the habitants es­

pecially, and also the official element, which had developed 

strong Acadian ties -» to remove to their new colony, renamed 

lie Royale in 1713. Accordingly, the succeeding chapters will 

consider the policy of the French authorities regarding lie 

Royale in general, and its application to the Acadlans in 

particular, the reactions of the British authorities in Nova 

Scotia, and those of the Acadlans themselves. 

The French authorities, in pressing the Acadlans to 

settle in lie Royale, sought to provide for the new colony a 

1 From Thomas B. Aklns, editor, Selections from the 
Public Documents of the Province of Nova Scotia, Halifax, 
Annand, 1869, p. 14, note. 

2 From Ibid., p. 15» note. 
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solid agricultural base. The farmers declined because of the 

poor quality of the soil in the new colony. Many coasters, 

carpenters and a few fishermen came, however, attracted by 

early prospects of much activity in their occupations. Even 
3 

a not inconsiderable number of "vagabonds" came as well. 

Unfortunately, the colony developed in such a way on 

H e Royale that even the handful of settlers who came — sixty-

six habitant families in all — managed poorly, to the degree 

that most gave up the task to return to their homeland in 

Acadia, while a few even ventured to settle on H e Saint-Jean. 

Successive chapters will be devoted to the various 

occupations which absorbed the immigrants, to the hopes and 

disappointments of the Acadian community and the failure of 

the project for Acadian settlement on H e Royale. The subject 

is important because the settlement of Acadians on H e Royale 

sheds new light on a French colonial society which the limit­

ations of the way of life in Acadia were not capable of re­

flecting. Before the capture of 1710, the economy of the col­

ony, blessed as its was with fertile land, had required of 

its occupants little of the labour characteristic of the 

frontier. In Acadia the Acadians had never been driven to 

passionate industry by stimulation and criticism from the 

»other country, or by the availability of markets for their 

3 Saint-Ovide to Council of the Marine, Nov. 30, 1717, 
AN, Cols. 9 CUB 2, fol. 238v. 
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surplus produce. However, for a time at least after 1713, 

H e Royale provided the Acadians with economic opportunities 

which had never been offered in Acadia. 

The Importance of this study Is further apparent at 

a time when Acadian historiography Is fairly crying out for 

renewal, just as has been in recent years Canadian history 

as a whole. Though no historical work to date has dealt spe­

cifically with the subject of Acadian settlement in H e 

Royale following the Peace of Utrecht, historians of Acadia 

haTe always mentioned it as an incident of their broader pre­

occupations. Generally, historians have adhered to one of 

three interpretations in the nearly 150 years since Thomas 

Chandler Hallburton's Historical and Statistical Account of 

Nova Scotia first touched upon the subject. The first to 

evolve was the English Interpretation which, notably with 

Haliburton (1829), Murdoch (1865), McLennan (1918) and Har­

vey (1926), ascribed the failure of the scheme for Acadian 

settlement to the inability of the French to Implement an 

energetic policy on behalf of the Acadlans. 

The French Interpretation developed following the 

effort of the pioneer Garneau (1882), and includes Casgrain 

aOdlRameau de Saint-PSre (1889), Richard (1921), Lauvriere 

(1924) and, more recently, Gustave LanctSt (1964). In the 

tradition of Francois-Xavier Garneau, who openly strove to 

make his Hlstolre du Canada the vehicle of the patriotic 
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emotions of French Canada, these historians -*. three French 

Canadians, two Frenchmen and one Acadian «**• blamed obstruc­

tion by the British authorities for the failure of the scheme. 

A more recent tradition, evolved from a sounder basis 

of scholarship, includes Parkman (1892), Brebner (1927), 

Bernard (1936) and Rumilly (1955). These historians — albeit 

the limitations of Bernard's Le drame acadien depuls l604, 

the standard reference of Acadians generally to this day, 

which remains tinged with many of the limitations of the 

French interpretation — attributed the failure of the scheme 

of Acadian settlement primarily to the refusal of the Acadians 

themselves to sacrifice their prosperous circumstances for 

the bleak prospects of H e Royale. 

The findings of the present undertaking appear to 

confirm the interpretation first suggested by Francis Park-

m&JS, and layer expressed in more specific terms by J. Bartlett 

4 
Brebner. 

The primary sources used in this study involved 

some considerable difficulties, particularly in the preparation 

of Chapters VI, VII and VIII, which deal with the economic 

setting of the Acadians on lie Royale. There appear, for 

4 Francis Parkman, A Half-Century of Conflictt France 
and England In North America^ part sixth, vol. 10 Boston9 
Little, Brown, 1922, p. 196-197; J. Bartlett Brebner9 New Eng­
land's Outpost, Acadia before the Conquest of Canada,, New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1927, p. 67. 
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instance, no surveys of the agriculture of the colony, which 

probably would have allowed a more definitive conclusion re­

garding farming on H e Royale in general, and the involvement 

of the Acadians in particular. 

For the fishery, only general figures relating to 

the annual yield are recorded. The censuses, however, do on 

occasion identify individuals as fishermen, and the censuses 

of the latter years of the period under study Indicate as 

well the number of vessels owned by individuals, and whether 

they were employed in the fishery or in coasting. Unfortunately 

there is no Information relating to the catch or the profits 

realized by the fishermen of H e Royale. For the coasting 

trade, on the other hand, there are valuable records of the 

sums paid by the Crown for services rendered in coastal 

transport. These, however, reflect only a part of the real 

picture of the trade, for many more Acadians were hired to 

transport merchandise and supplies on behalf of the merchants 

of Louisbourg. Presumably many Acadian navigators were hired 

as crew on the vessels of merchants and coasters, but we 

have no information as to who or how many. 

Though the general correspondence frequently refers 

to the Acadians1 skill in the trades — particularly carpen­

try •»• there are no records of contracts or detailed reports 

of actual work done. The only evidence is contained in the 

general correspondence and memoirs, and in the censuses, 
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which Identify individual Acadlans as carpenters, builders or 

tradesmen. 

Despite the dearth of primary sources of a specific 

nature, the importance of the general correspondance must not 

be underestimated. The correspondance of the officials of the 

colony, of the Ministry of the Marine, of Nova Scotia even, 

make possible an Intensive study of the Acadian involvement 

In the politics of France in North America between the Pea<~.e 

of Utrecht and that of Paris a half-certury later. It is to 

be expected, nevertheless, that th<= archives of mar;.' of the 

Atlantic ports of France Tnturhfc br^p- to light in the ^,4rrre 

much new information relative, especially, to a fuller under­

standing of the H e Royale Acadians in their economic setting. 



CHAPTER II 

THE PEACE OF UTRECHT AND ILE ROYALE 

Throughout the winter of 1713, prior to the publi­

cation of the terms of the peace, the Court of France anti­

cipated its decisions regarding her possessions in North 

America. Plans were formulated whereby the effect of France's 

losses would be minimized* In the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, 

where she was virtually certain to lose both Acadia and New­

foundland, France reacted by laying the basis of a new colo­

nial venture on the island of Cape Breton* 

The foundation of the new colony, renamed H e Royale, 

was prompted by economic considerations. The essence of the 

effort there was the rehabilitation of the cod-fishery from 

which England strove to exclude the French by acquiring New­

foundland. The military factor, the concept of a strong 

naval fortress at Louisbourg to serve as a barrier against 

the British in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence area, materialized 

only some years later, once the valuable Newfoundland fishery 

was safely relocated. The timely advantage of Louisbourg as 

a clearing-house for the trade of the mother country, New 

France, the West Indies, British Acadia, as well as the lu­

crative contraband emanating, ironically, from New England 

1 Pontchartrain to Gaulin, March 29, 1713, AN, 
Cols., B 35, fol. 259v. 
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itself, also evolved once the fishery was set on its new 

footing. In fact, Louisbourg became an entrepot of trade as 

a result of the new colony's supply of fish. 

Though Acadia, with its self-sufficient rural popu­

lation, traditionally had been of little interest to minis­

ters contemplating the broad needs of the French empire, in 

1713 France hoped the Acadians would contribute the valuable 
2 

support the new colony lacked in staple foodstuffs. A 

vigourous campaign was initiated even before the publication 

of the terms of the Peace to have the 2500 or so Acadians 

immigrate as a body to H e Royale, and bring with them their 

livestock, their knowledge in husbandry, navigation and the 

various woodworking trades.3 Only then could the infant 

colony hope to achieve the desirable degree of self-suffi­

ciency. 

Meanwhile, however, the British were showing signs of 

concern about losing the Acadian population to the hitherto 

empty H e Royale. It was learned in France that the comman­

der at Annapolis Royal (formerly Port Royal) was withholding 

leave for the Acadians to emigrate as stipulated by Article 

2 Id. to L'Hermitte, March 21, 1714, AN, Cols., B 36, 
fol. 429v. 

3 Cf. Id. to Gaulin, o£. cit., fol. 259v-26l. 

4 Vetch to Lords of Trade and Plantations, Dec. 12, 
1713 o. So, PRO, CO 218 1, fol. 4lv-42v. 
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XIV of the Treaty. To uphold the rights of France in the mat­

ter, the commander at Louisbourg determined to send officers 

in the summer of 1714 to Annapolis Royal for a confrontation 

with Governor Nicholson on the subject.5 They were to dis­

cuss the stipulated year for the removal, and whether boats, 

livestock and grain should be considered as movables. Finally 

the officers, Louis de la Ronde Denys and Jacques de Pensens, 

both captains of the Louisbourg garrison, were to organize 

the actual removal." 

Nicholson allowed the officers to meet with the Aca­

dians and to draw up lists of those among them who desired 

to emigrate. It speaks well for the eloquence of the French 

envoys that less than a year agter the Acadians had politely 

declined the original overtures of the French Crown, now the 

entire French population of Annapolis and Mines, with the ex­

ception of two or three families, indicated their intention 
7 

to remove to H e Royale. 

As for determining whether or not the official year 

5 L'Hermitte to Nicholson, July 11, 1714, AN, Cols., 
CLLD 8, fol. 30-31v. 

6 Id., "Memoire pour servir d'instruction..., July 12, 
1714, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 67-68v; Saint-Ovide to Nichol­
son, July 24, 1714, PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 237. 

7 Habitants of Annapolis Royal, Aug. 25, 1714, PRO, 
CO 217 1, fol. 196-197v; Habitants of Mines, Sept. 9, 1714, 
PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 226-227* The French officers did not go 
to Beaubassin. 
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for removal had elapsed on the anniversary of the Peace, 

April 11, 1714, Nicholson referred this to the consideration 

of his superiors in England. He also referred the details of 

what constituted movables, and the implementation of Queen 

Anne's letter regarding the disposal of the Acadlans' lmmo-
8 

vables. 

Some Acadlans signified their willingness to remove 

immediately and in late summer of 1714, with Nicholson's per­

mission, about twenty-»five heads of families, some with their 

families, embarked for H e Royale on three small vessels. As 

an apparent gesture of good faith, Nicholson further allowed 

them to carry with them liberal amounts of personal belongings, 

sheep and cattle, wheat and peas and several barrels of salted 
9 

meat* 

The Governor's request for further instructions from 

London prompted the Lords of Trade and Plantations to seek 

the advice of his predecessor in Nova Scotia, Samuel Vetch. In 

November 1714, Vetch reported his observations In which he vi­

vidly portrayed the prospect of the Acadian removal leaving the 

8 "Copie des minutes du Conseil tenu a Annapolis Royal", 
Aug. 19, 1714 o. So, PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 208-209. 

9 /List of Passengers on the sloop Marle-Joseph_/, Aug. 
18, l?l4 o, s,, PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 201-201vj De Pensens to 
Nicholson, Aug. 30, 1714, PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 202? "Liste des 
habitants •..qui s'embarquent sur ...le Saint-Louis", /Sept. 5, 
17147, PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 224. 
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province "intirely destitute of inhabitants" and rendering 

Cape Breton: 

...at once the most powerful colony the French have 
in America and of the greatest danger and damage to 
all the British colonies as well as the universal 
trade of Great Britain.10 

Vetch went on to quote the resources which would become En­

gland's loss and France's gain: "5000 cattle besides a great 

number of sheep and hoggs, ...and a considerable quantity 

of wheat and peas." ^ He concluded that the Acadians should 

be prevented from leaving the Province: 

I am of opinion that by the Treaty, the French 
inhabitants are allowed either to remove if they 
design'd it or at least to make a demand of the 
same in a year's time after the ratification of 
the Treaty, neither of which was done, nor would 
the inhabitants have offered to goe had they not 
been not only importuned but threatened by the 
French officers in the French King's name, to be 
treated as rebels if they did not remove, which 
how far that is consistent to the Treaty is with 
the forgoing particulars most humbly submitted....-^ 

As a result of Vetch's depositions, Governor Nichol­

son, who had returned to London in the Fall of 1714, recom­

mended his lieutenant, Thomas Caulfield, to seek all lawful 

means to hinder the Acadians from settling on Cape Breton. ̂  

10 Vetch to Lords of Trade, Nov. 24, 1714 o. s„, 
PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 97-97v« 

11 Ibid., fol. 98-98v. 

12 Ibid., fol. 98V-99. 

13 Nicholson to Caulfield, Dec. 20, 1714 o. s., 
PRO, CO 217 2, fol. 30v-31. 
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In March 1715 the Lords of Trade urged the King formally to 

adopt similar measures. Fearing the loss of the Acadian pop­

ulation would defeat the settlement of Nova Scotia and ra­

pidly increase that of Cape Breton, the Board recommended 

that orders should be sent to persuade the Acadians to re­

main, and that fitting encouragement should be offered to 

those willing to live under the English Crown. They advised 

that they could be forbidden by law from taking their cattle 

and grain with them should they nevertheless desire to re­

move, since the year for carrying their movables away had 

elapsed.1 This first official British statement of policy 

on the Nova Scotia problem was ratified by the Crown almost 

exactly in the terms of Samuel Vetch's report of the pre-

ceeding November. ^ 

Meanwhile, the French policy regarding the Acadians 

was being undermined by many weaknesses, of such consequence 

that any single one would have been sufficient to cause to 

founder the programme of drawing the Acadlans to H e Royale. 

The principal hindrance in dealing with the Acadians was the 

timidity of the French in their relations with England fol­

lowing the Peace. Instances of this are gleaned from the 

dispatches of the weeks that both immediately preceeded and 

14 Lords of Trade to George I, March 17, 1714/15 
o. s., PRO, CO 218 1, fol. 82-88. 

15 Cf. Id. to Stanhope, June 2, 1715 o. s., PRO, 
CO 218 1, fol. HIV. 
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followed the Treaty of Utrecht. Ministerial directives re­

minded officials at every level of the cautious restraint 

France was to use in its dealings with England. It should 

not have been necessary, normally, to deal with the problem 

of securing the allegiance of nationals "sans bruit, ...et 

sans que les anglois en ayent connoissance."1" Another fac­

tor which hindered the Acadian removal to H e Royale was 

the fact that by 1713 the ministry of the Marine, which ad­

ministered the colonies, was out of touch with all that had 

become Acadia in the century that preceeded Utrecht. The 

seventeenth had been a tumultuous century for the Acadian 

settlers, during which Frenchman had taken arms against 

Frenchman at least as frequently as destructive incursions 

from the British colonies to the south had raided its set­

tlements. Innumerable instances of the Crown's indifference 

to the land of adoption of. the Acadians had transformed its 

people over the years. They had been forced to forgo the 

close affinity afforded by the regular arrival of ships from 

the mother country, and by the presence of a sufficiently 

strong and well-equipped garrison which the colony had so 

frequently required in the century preceeding the final sur­

render of 1710.17 

16 Pontchartrain to Gaulin, March 29, 1713, AN, 
Cols., B 35, fol. 26lv. 

17 Cf. notably J. Bartlett Brebner, New England's 
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Thus when Pontchartrain, the Minister of the Marine, 

formulated the Invitation to remove to H e Royale, It was 

conceivable that the Acadlans should be reticent: 

_ Je ne doute point qu'anime" par ces deux motifs 
/"la gloire de Dieu est d'abord lnteressee dans ees 
oeuvres et,ensuite la seurete de l'etablissement 
que Sa Mate veut falre^Z vous ne reusslsslez a 
faire venlr ...les habitants de l'acadie a l'isle 
du Cap Breton.18 

For the Acadians, the tone of the letter betrayed that the 

colonial officials no longer appreciated their situation. 

Their missionary, Felix Pain, wrote from Acadia to this 

effect to the Governor of H e Royale, Philippe de Pastour 

de Costebelle: "II nous paroit, monsieur, qu'on n'a eu 

qu'une falble connoissance de ce pays". * 

In effect, it would have been a noteworthy achieve­

ment, under even the most favourable circumstances, to trans­

fer some 2500 persons to a new habitat. The situation of the 

Acadians, however, was particularly inauspicious, settled as 

they were on land in full production. It is not surprising 

that they should decline the Invitation to nemove to H e 

Royale, densely wooded and unfurrowed by the plow. 

Outpost. Acadia before the Conquest of Canada. New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1927, P. 37*42. 

18 Pontchartraln to Gaulin, op_. cit., fol. 260v. 

19 Pain to Costebelle, Sept. 23, 1713, AN, Cols., 
C11C 7, fol. 277v. 
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The basis of the French appeal for settlers was not 

the assurance of concrete material compensation for the los­

ses the Acadians would suffer. Rather, the authorities appealed 

to their religious sentiments, to the sentiments of loyalty 

which they owed their king. The first reaction of the Acadians 

suggested their preoccupation with insuring at least compar­

able material circumstances on H e Royale was stronger in this 

instance than the appeal to God and King. The missionary An-

toine Gaulin reported as follows in August 1713 J 

II paroit tres difficile de les angager a 
quitter leurs terres. Les Anglois les promettent 
les memes ayantages qu'on leurs fait esperer au 
Cap Breton.20 

The incentives which the French court offered to Aca­

dians willing to settle on H e Royale amounted to half-measures 

the effectiveness of which was further hampered by the inde­

cision of colonial officials both at Louisbourg and at Ver­

sailles. Thus, in his letter of March 29, 1713, Pontchartrain 

promised every facility to immigrant Acadians, but in effect 

this was restricted to a reduction for ten years of half the 

21 duties on fish and fish oil entering France. Though some 

Acadians had fished on a small scale in Acadia, very few were 

attracted to the H e Royale fishery. Reducing the duties on 

20 Gaulin to Id., Aug. 26, 1713, AN, Cols., C11A 7, 
fol. 224v. 

21 Pontchartrain to L'Hermitte, March 22, 1714, AN, 
Cols., B 36, fol. 445. 
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fish was hardly an incentive to occasion the removal of many 

Acadiansto H e Royale, the more so because the Acadians, in 

practice, had long before rid themselves of restrictions in 

22 

the area of what little trade had developed among them. 

The question of whether food supplies should be is­

sued to new immigrants until such time as they were able to 

produce crops of their own originated in the colony itself. 

La Ronde Denys, who had been delegated to meet Governor Ni­

cholson and the Acadians in 1714, had made the unauthorized 

promise of one-year of food supplies for immigrants.23 At 

Versailles this was regarded as a bold pledge2 because of 

the near-bankruptcy of the Treasury. ^ Nevertheless, the Com-

missaire-ordonnateur Soubras judged, on his own initiative, 

that to withhold assistance after it had been promised would 

hamper the immigration project seriously. Thus in the autumn 

of 1714, he issued foodstuffs to the several Acadians who had 

accompanied La Ronde and De Pensens back to H e Royale.20 

22 Cf. Brebner, loc. cit. 

23 La Ronde Denys and De Pensens, /Report of their mis­
sion to Annapolis Royal/, Aug. 30, 1714, PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 198v. 

24 Pontchartrain to Soubras, June 4, 1715, AN, Cols., 
B 37, fol. 219-219V. 

25 Id. to Costebelle, March 223 1714, AN, Cols., B 36, 
fol. 442-442v. 

26 Costebelle to Pontchartrain, Oct. 26, 1714, AN, Cols., 
C11C 11, fol. 12v-
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This action managed to save face for the Crown, and shortly 

thereafter steps were taken to regularize the granting of 

food supplies to immigrants. ' 

Providing transportation was another problem which 

required swift implementation to secure the good faith of 

the Acadians towards the French Crown. In February 1714 the 

Minister had promised to send a vessel to Acadia to fetch 

those desiring to emigrate. For those who had built their 

own vessels rigging was promised. However, it was stipu­

lated the rigging would have to be paid for by the Acadians 

themselves. " To make matters worse, as late as 1716 the 

Acadians' request for rigging for their vessels was still 

30 under consideration at the ministry. The Crown proved to 

be equally indecisive in providing transport in King's 

vessels. As early as February 1714, it was left to the dis­

cretion of the officials at H e Royale to send one or several 

31 vessels to Acadia as required.J However, apart from the 

27 Pontchartrain to Costebelle and Soubras, June 4, 
1715, AN, Cols., B 37, fol. 230v. 

28 Id. to L'Hermitte, Feb. 28, 1714, AN, Cols., B 
36, fol. 425v. 

29 Id. to Beauharnois, March 2, 1714, AN, Cols., B 
36, fol. 94. 

30 Council of the Marine to Costebelle and Soubras, 
April 22, 1716, AN, Cols., B 38, fol. 26lv. 

31 Pontchartrain to L'Hermitte, loc. cit. 
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three small vessels which came from Acadia in the late sum­

mer of 1714, no government-chartered boats brought Acadians 

to H e Royale. 

Apart from the indecision of the French authorities 

and their failure to appreciate the circumstances of the 

Acadians, another serious effect resulted when word got back 

to the various settlements that the Crown had fallen into 

arrears in paying for service rendered on H e Royale by 

Acadian carpenters and builders.-^ 

Notwithstanding, however, the opposition of the En­

glish authorities to their departure, and the unhelpfulness 

of the French, it was the Acadians themselves who were the 

real determinant in bringing about the virtual failure of 

the immigration scheme.-'-' Their affection for Acadia and 

the bountiful ease of the Bay of Fundy marshlands was stron­

ger than their hatred of England and protestantism, and their 

love for France and its institutions. It is likely that, even 

if the English had not been opposed to their removal, or had 

the French offered strong incentives to attract them to H e 

Royale, the Acadians would have remained nevertheless pre­

cisely where they were. In the first place, they had 

32 Council of the Marine to Soubras, June 26 1718 
/sic pro "1717JI.7, AN, Cols., B 39, fol. 285v. 

33 Cf. Brebner, 0£. cit., p. 6?; Donald G. Creighton, 
Dominion of the North, A History of Canada, Toronto,.••Mac-
mi llftn, 1957, P. 107-
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ascertained for themselves that nowhere on H e Royale could 

they ever hope to match the agricultural yield of the marsh­

lands of Acadia. Secondly, the Peace had stipulated that 

they should have in Acadia freedom of religion Insofar as 

the laws of Great Britain should allow. The British author­

ities had given assurances that this last clause would be 

^4 given the broadest possible interpretation.J Thirdly, the 

Acadlans keenly appreciated the independance that followed 

the remoteness from garrison and administrative impositions. 

Finally in the wake of the appeals of the mother country, 

the Acadians as a whole sought to reconcile their allegiance 

to their Faith and their King and continued residence in 

British and Protestant Nova Scotia. They answered the en­

treaties of the French authorities with the reminder that 

they could in fact best serve the broad interests of France 

by remaining in Acadia where their religious freedom was 

guaranteed and whence they could come to the aid of th<^~ 

countrymen by supplying their needs in grain and livestock.-

Following their refusal to emigrate to H e Royale, 

the Acadians sought in 1715 artd 1716 to consolidate their 

position In Nova Scotia. Wedged as they were between the 

34 "Memoire concernant les habitants de l'Acadle", 
1717, AN, Cols., CHD 8, fol. 40. 

35 Cf. Armstrong to Lords of Trade, Feb. 28, 1715/ 
16 o. s,, PRO, CO 218 1, fol. 141. 
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diplomatic crossfire of two rival empires, they sought first­

ly to remain faithful to France by resisting the oath of 

allegiance to the British King on the basis of their 1714 

36 commitment to remove to lie Royale. On the other hand, 

the majority declined French pressures to emigrate under the 

37 pretext of the inadequate facilities offered In lie Royale. 

Finally, after years of French attempts to have them 

settle on H e Royale, and of English threats to remove them 

forcibly if they persisted in refusing the oath of alle­

giance, a temporary solution to the problem was reached. 

France finally admitted "les anglois estant possesseuses de 

l'Acadie, ceux qui l'habitent sont censes sujets de cette 

couronne... ."38 ipne Acadians swore a form of allegiance to 

Great Britain which, however, had so relaxed its require­

ments and left so many loop-holes that they secured all the 

essentials of their way of life.39 The status which the 

Acadians had assured for themselves in 1727 remained in 

force until 1755, when removal was discussed once again, 

36 Habitants of Mines to Philipps, May 1720, AN, 
Cols., C11D 8, fol. 55-55v. 

37 "Memoire concernant les habitants de l'Acadie", 
1717, AN, Cols., CUD 8, fol. 40v. 

38 Maurepas to Beauharnois, April 24, 1731, AN, 
Cols,, B 55, fol. 498. 

39 "Traduction du sixlime article des ordres de M. 
le Gouverneur Armstrong... regardant particulilrement les 
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this time with less accomodating vigour. 

Though the majority of the approximately 500 families 

of the Acadian community of Nova Scotia refused to remove, a 

40 number of Acadians •#• sixty-six families «*•, however, were 

attracted by the prospects offered by the new French colony 

in H e Royale. These sixty-six families are the subject of 

the present study, in which it is proposed to review their 

social and economic origins in Acadia, their chosen habitat 

in lie Royale, the motives which compelled them to remove 

there, and finally the economic setting in which many, for 

a time at least, achieved greater prosperity than they had 

known in Acadia. 

habitants de l'Acadie", Oct. 1727, AN, Cols., C11D 8, fol. 
67-69. 

40 Cf. Appendix 1. 



CHAPTER III 

ILE ROYALE: THE PROPOSED HOMELAND 

In the spring of 1713 the Island of Cape Breton was 

little changed from what it had been less than a century ear­

lier before the enterprises of modern colonisation had 

reached Its shores. Though Europeans frequenting the fishing 

banks of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence had for generations 

sought refuge in the countless bays and inlets along the 

eastern coast of the Island, it was not until 1629 that an 

organized venture was attempted. The British, under James 

Stewart, Lord Ochiltree, established in July of that year an 

armed fort complete with a garrison of sixty men at Port de 

la Balelne (modern Baleine), a few miles north of the future 

Louisbourg. 

This station was short-lived, for but a few weeks 

later a French captain, Charles Daniel, bound for Quebec, was 

thrown by foul weather upon the shores of Cape Breton. Learn­

ing of the English fort at Baleine, Daniel attacked and des­

troyed it, and built a fort of his own at Cibou, which he re­

named Salnte Anne (later Port Dauphin and now Engllshtown). 

From this station Daniel, a member of the Company of the 

1 Tryggvi J. Oleson, Early Voyages and Northern 
Approaches. 1000-1632. Toronto, McClelland and Stewart, 1963, 
Chapter 18, p. 141 ff. 
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Hundred Associates, carried on trade in the Gulf of Saint 

Lawrence for four years, sometime after which the station at 
2 

Sainte Anne was abandoned. 

Not until 1650 was a new settlement established. That 

year Nicolas and Simon Denys attempted to set up fishing and 

trading stations at Saint Pierre (later Port Toulouse and now 

Saint Peter's) and Sainte Anne respectively. The latter post 

was quickly captured and destroyed by rival French interests 

in Acadia, while at Saint Pierre the establishment of Nicolas 

Denys flourished for some years before a fire wiped out the 

entire station during the winter of 1668-1669. After this 

disaster Denys retired to another of his several posts, at 

Nipisiguit (Bathurst, N. B.), abandoning Cap Breton to its 

fate.3 

Forty-*four years were to pass before the French 

presence was again felt officially on Cape Breton Island. 

During the late winter of 1713, in anticipation of the long-

term effects of the Peace of Utrecht on France's interests in 

North America, the French government ordered a small advance 

party of troops from Plalsance in Newfoundland to Cape Breton, 

The Immediate purpose of this expedition was to affirm French 

2 George Brown, ed., Dlctlonnalre blographlque du 
Canada, vol. 1, Articles "Stewart", p. 627-628; and'Daniel", 
p. 255, Quebec, Presses de l'Universite Laval, 1966. 

3 Ipld»« Articles "Denys, Nicolas", p. 64-67; and 
"Denys, De la Trinite, Simon", p. 269* 
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occupancy of the Island. As indicated in the preceeding chap­

ter, France contemplated a strong effort in order to consoli­

date the position of her North Atlantic fishing industry, 

following the damaging terms of the Peace. 

The party, led by Joseph de Salnt-Ovlde de Broulllant, 

who later in 1718 was to become the second governor of the new 

colony, found but one Frenchman and twenty-five or thirty 

4 

Indian families living on the Island. The document which re­

cords the taking of possession indicates some few traces of 

the earlier occupation of Nicolas Denys.J At Saint Pierre 

notably, a road built by Denys between the harbour and the 

Bale Royale (now Bras d'Or Lakes) to facilitate the passage 

of small vessels from one body of water to the other, was 

distinguishable in 1713s "II n'y a de la ^la mer/ a la bale 

Royalle que neuf cent pas de terre a traverser, le chemln y 

est fait et battu...." 

De Saint-Ovlde's first object was to take formal pos­

session of Cape Breton and thus signify France's intention to 

utilize tv>e territory. It was agreed provisionally by the of-

f̂ fterp eoir-p̂ l s\^f the expedition that le H£vr^ % 1 * kr\z) o^ «• 

(renamed Port Saint Louis, and later Louisbourg) best combined 

4 Saint-Ovlde to Pontchartrain, Sept. 5, 1713, AN, 
Cols., CUB 1, fol, 11. 

5 I b i d . 

6'Memoire s u r 1 ' I l e Roya le" , 1713 , AN, C o l s . , CUB 1 
f o l . 13v. 
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the strategic requirements and the eventual needs of a large 

civilian population to be drawn chiefly from Newfoundland 

and Acadia. There would also be new immigration from France, 

the latter in connection with a fishing industry considerably 

expanded from the proportions achieved on Newfoundland before 

1713. 

Before long, however, memorials began finding their 

way into the offices of the Minister of the Marine at Ver­

sailles opposing the choice of Louisbourg and praising the 

qualities of two other locations, Saint Pierre and Sainte 

Anne. The arguments presented to the authorities in favour 

of Sainte Anne were effective, and in 1725 the order was 

given abruptly to transfer the seat of government to the 
7 

latter location.' 

The new capital, renamed Port Dauphin, was more 

easily fortified than Louisbourg, and at considerably less 

outlay. From the point of view of the fishery, however, its 

shores were some distance farther from the Grand Banks than 

Louisbourg, In the end this would be the determining factor, 

for the fishery was the mainstay of the colony. Thus In 1719 

the expense Involved In removing a colonial capital to a new 

location was repeated, and once and for all, Louisbourg was 
o 

made the chief settlement of H e Royale, the new name for 

7 John S. McLennan, Louisbourg from Its Foundation 
to Its Fall. 1713-17 58. London, Macmillan, 1918, p. 34. 

8 Ibidt., p. 32*34, and p. 59. 
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Cape Breton Island. 

9 

Meanwhile efforts were begun also in 1713 to en­

courage the French inhabitants of Newfoundland and Acadia 

to follow the path of their sovereign to the new colony. 

The prospects for success in the H e Royale venture were not 

unfavourable. The military and official personnel of both 

Acadia and Newfoundland were already being reassigned to the 

new colony. The Island was In all its geographic essentials 

suitable for a large-scale fishing industry, and, further­

more, could with relatively little cost draw on a population 

already skilled in that trade. The much larger agricultural 

population of Acadia was well suited to insure H e Royale a 

self-providing and balanced economic situation. 

No particular problem rendered difficult the transfer 

of the Newfoundlanders and their movables to H e Royale. 

Indeed the economy of the French colony on Newfoundland was 

9 Pain to Costebelle, Sept. 23, 1713, AN, Cols., 
C11C 7, fol. 226-227v. 

10 A novel conjecture was uncovered in Gerard Mal-
chelosse, "Deux tournants de 1'Histoire de l'Acadie, 1713 
et 1755", in Cahler des Dlx. no. 5, 1940, p. 110. The author 
explains how troops were direly needed to garrison H e Royale 
in 1713. The bankrupt state of the French treasury after 1713, 
and the recollection that the Acadians had "brought supplies 
to the Port Royal garrison /before the surrender of 17107 free 
of charge", determined Versailles to have the Acadians eva­
cuate Acadia in order to fortify H e Royale with, in the words 
of the author, "the best soldiers In all America". I have not 
encountered any suggestion that the Acadian removal to H e 
Royale had even the remotest military connotations, nor indeed 
that the Acadians, collectively, had ever shown either any 



ILE ROYALE: THE PROPOSED HOMELAND 28 

based exclusively on the fishery, and this industry essentially 

was financed, prosecuted, even manned by sources in France. 

Furthermore, the fishermen needed only to load their gear 

onto their own boats, or those provided by the Crown, and re­

sume their fishery from lie Royale. For the Newfoundlander, 

therefore, there was little hesitation in choosing between 

removal or allegiance to King George I. Failure to follow the 

flag unequivocally meant the drying up of the economic source 

which of necessity had always been the mainstay of the French 

Newfoundland fishing trade. Thus with few exceptions, vir­

tually the entire French population of Newfoundland removed 
11 

to H e Royale from 1713. 

In Acadia, however, the situation was quite different. 

The province was much larger, numbering some 2500 persons in 

1714. Furthermore, there existed certain essential difficul­

ties which delayed and for the most part precluded a large-

scale immigration of Acadians to the new French colony to the 

East. The Acadians were a group which for nearly a century of 

comparative isolation had been fashioning its own collective 

personality to the point that on H e Royale they were frequently 

notable degree of military ardour, or even aptitude. 

11 The most recent figures available are those of the 
census of 1711 which indicate a total settled population of 
246 men, women and children, and 352 "matelots pecheurs", 
living in seven settlements, the most Important of which was 
Plalsance /"Recensement de Plalsance, 1711, Oet. 27, 1711, 
AFO, Gl 467*1 (PAC transcript)^ 
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reckoned a distinct people. It is not surprising that the 

authorities, faced with these difficulties, and lacking real­

istic and clearcut directives from Versailles, were forced 

to improvise and to rely mainly on the expedients of their 

own judgement and the meagre resources at hand. 

The single consideration which most fully and con­

sistently created an obstacle to the removal of the Aeadians 

was the nature of the soil on H e Royale. In Acadia succes­

sive generations of settlers had extracted an easy and 

bountiful living from the reclaimed coastal marshes of the 

Bay of Fundy, a practice with which their forefathers had 

1 2 been familiar along the Bay of Biscay in France. H e Royale 

was barren by comparison to Acadia, though later New En-

glanders would speak of good farmland by New England stan-

13 dards. ^ In the final instance, despite the efforts of the 

French to entice them to H e Royale, and those of the Eng­

lish to induce them to remain in Acadia, the Acadians them­

selves were the deciding factor in depriving the new French 

colony of the valuable agricultural support it had counted 

on in 1713. The missionary Felix Pain, writing from Mines 

(now Minas), explained the problem to Governor Costebelle: 

12 F. J. Monkhouse, A Regional Geography of Western 
Europe, London, Longmans, cl959, P* 334. 

13 Pain to Costebelle, op_. cit., fol. 22?. 



ILE ROYALE: THE PROPOSED HOMELAND 30 

lis ont de trSs bonnes terres qu'ils cultivent 
et qui sont d'un grand rapport pour les grains, 
environnes de quantite de preries pour la subsis-
tance de leurs bestiaux. C'est ce qui fait qu'ils 
ont bien de la peine a se resoudre aujourd'hui a 
quitter leurs biens, qu'ils ont fait avec beaucoup 
de peines et de sueurs«14 

From the start in 1713 the Acadians were aloof and 

sceptical about the wisdom of sacrificing the easy and 

bountiful circumstances which had been won by successive 

generations amid much disappointment and armed strife. 

Following this initial rebuff the authorities at Versailles 

sought during the winter of 1713-1714 to find more concrete 

and specific inducements to offer the hesitant Acadians. 

The first ships from France in the spring of 1714 carried 

instructions ordering Port Dauphin to be reserved as a refuge 

for the immigrants, and praised the area as abounding in 

"de bonnes terres, les plus beaux bols du monde et meme un 

peu de pesche. lis ne peuvent pas craindre de manquer de 

paturages a eet endroit." * 

It Is true that the area held some promise of success 

in husbandry, and the Acadians, relenting but yet cunning and 

suspicious, sent observers to inspect the land before com­

mitting themselves, their families and the fruits of their 

labour to the irrevocable task of immigrating to H e Royale. 

14 Ibid., fol. 227v, 

15 Pontchartrain to Durand, March 23, 1714, AN, Cols., 
B 36, fol, 445v. 
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These observers returned with the weDl-founded opinion that 

nowhere along the fog-bound and rocky coast of the colony did 

the land compare with fahat they had been accustomed to in the 

fertile tidal inlets of Acadia.16 This only added weight to 

the first opinions of the Acadians as recorded by Felix Pain. 

Governor Costebelle remarked gloomily: 

lis voudroient pouvolr se transplanter dans des 
campagnes ou il n'y eut qu'a trafner la charue de­
dans, pour e*tre assures d'une abondante recolte. 
Voila ce qu'ils ne scauraient trouver sur l'lle 
Royale.17 

This is by no means an overstatement of the Acadians' con­

dition. In Acadia little effort beyond what Costebelle des­

cribed was required of them. 

Thus the immigration of the Acadians was at no time 

in the years following the Peace of Utrecht nearly so im­

portant as was hoped for by the French authorities. There was 

nevertheless a certain small movement of individual families, 

who in a variety of circumstances and for diverse reasons 

removed to H e Royale between 1713 and 1734. By 1726 there 

were nearly 300 Acadlans in the colony. 

In the years 1713, I?l4 and 1715 there was much 

16 "Memoire du sieur Bourdon", (h. d.), AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol, 112-112V. 

17 Costebelle to Council of the Marine, Sept, 9, 
1715, AN, Cols., CHB 1, fol. 131. 

18 "Recensement general ...lie Royale", 1726, AFO, 
Gl 467, item 68. 
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suspicion and hesitation among the Acadlans regarding immi­

gration to lie Royale, This, coupled with and attendant upon 

the broken promises and the indecisiveness of the colonial 

administration, added considerably to the growing pains of 

the colony. We have seen how the Acadians were first allotted 

the Port Dauphin area in 1714. Eight Acadians in fact were 

granted permission to settle there, " but quickly changed 

their minds. 

Then there was talk of settling about the large bay 

20 at Saint Pierre. The same year, 1714, four Acadians, 

sailing through the passage de Fronsac (modern Strait of 

Canso) to Louisbourg, discovered the Magistegouac River, or 

the Petit Saint Pierre (modern River Inhabitants), The shores 

of this river seemingly offered some material consolation 

21 for the losses they would suffer upon leaving Nova Scotia, 

Arrangements were made to grant land near its mouth to ap-

2.2 

proximately twenty»five Acadian families. Upon closer ins­

pection, however, they decided against settling at the Petit 

19 L'Hermitte, "Memoire fes habitants de l'Acadie qui 
sont venus voir les terres de l'lle Royale", Aug. 25, 1714, 
AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol, 104-105. 

20 Sieur Bourdon, "Memolre....", (n. d.), AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol. 112-112V. 

21 L'Hermitte to Pontchartrain, Aug, 25, 17"*'1, AN, 
Cols., CUB 1, fol. 57-58. 

22 Id., "Memoir* des habitants,,.", fol, 1.04-105, 
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Saint Pierre: "lis ont trouve de beaux bois, un assez heau 

pays mals point de pa*turages et ne indent pas a prop*s de 

s'y etabllr." * De Soubras, the comm 1 ssalr e-o-rdo*>r>qteur at 

H e Royale, confided to Pontchartrain, the Minister, that it 

seemed likely the Acadians, if indeed they would settle on 

lie Royale at all, would be inclined to choose the vicinity 

of Saint Pierre (Saint Peter's), where the fishery was re-

24 
puted to be good. 

This the Acadians did In effect, and in the autumn 

of 1714 eight families had come to settle, seemingly inten­

ding to pursue the fishing trade, * Though fishing had been 

excellent there in 1714, the yield in 1715 was disappointing. 

It Is not difficult, knowing the context, to suppose that 

those few Acadians who had come to H e Royale would at the 

least rebuff by either nature or the authorities, seek to 

return to Aeadia, 

Thus in the summer of 1715, in an attempt to save 

the situation, Soubras supplied provisions to four Acadian 

families from Port Toulouse who agreed to attempt anew that 

autumn an agricultural settlement near the mouth of the Petit 

Saint Pierre River. The commlssaIre-ordonnateur hoped they 

23 Soubras to Pontchartrain, Oct, 27, 1714, AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol. 87. 

24 Ibid. 

25 Costebelle to Pontchartrain, Oct, 26, 1714, AN, 
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would be impressed by the fruits of their own industry in an 

area which on H e Royale had an unusually high reputation 

for fertility.26 

This venture seemed to work out favourably, for the 

following year Costebelle praised the experiment and used It 

as an inducement to revitalize the whole project of Acadian 

immigration: 

»..determiner les habitans du Port Royale et des 
Mines a se transporter a l'lle Royale pour faire 
1*essay des terres dela petite Rivilre de Saint 
Pierre0 Je ne doute que s'ils aglssent de bonne f©i 
dans cette decouverte lis ne solent trls satlsfaits 
de leurs travaux*,., Vous pouvez les assurer de ma 
part qu'ils seront bien recus et que le Roy leur 
donnera tous les secours qu'ils pourront raisonable-
ment esperer. ' 

A number of Acadian habitants did come to the new 

2ft 
settlement, from both Port Toulouse and Acadia. They were 

ministered supplies for one year, which largesse was renewed 

annually. However, the Acadians remained characteristically 

reluctant to break new ground. In 1715 when they arrived at 

Cols., C11C 11, fol. 12v. 

26 Soubras to Council of the Marine, Sept, 21, 1715, 
AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 173v; and Dec. 2, 1715, AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol. 194v. 

27 Costebelle to Durand, N®v. 1, 1716, AN, Cols., 
C11B 1, fol. 4ll-4llv. 

28 Compare Costebelle to Council of the Marine, 
Sept, 9, 1715, AN, Cols,, C11B 1, fol. 131? Saint-Ovide to 
Id., Sept. 10, 1715, AN, Cols,, CUB 1, fol, 199? and "Re-
censement des habitants de l'acadie dans l'isle Royale", 
1717, AFO, Gl 467, item 57. 
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Petit Saint Pierre, they gravitated to the low-lying interval 

lands near the bank of the River. Unfortunately, this river, 

not diked as were the tidal rivers of Acadia, inundated the 

intervals in springtime. As the Acadians knew this, they re­

fused in 1716 to sow their crops, and to show generally the 

other tangible signs of a permanent agricultural settlement. ° 

Despite their inactivity they remained on the King's 

rations until the spring of 1717, for early that year there 

were twenty-eight or twenty-nine families benifiting from the 

30 generosity of the Crown. By the spring Petit Saint Pierre 

was virtually abandoned and the Acadians who had settled there 

had either returned to Acadia or been absorbed into the Port 

^1 

Toulouse community.J Thus the latter place was the only re­

maining settlement of Acadians on the Island.^ Before con­

tinuing to study the details of the development of this vil­

lage, It would be well at this juncture to learn more of the 

background of the settlers who were to constitute the single 

permanent Acadian community which settled on H e Royale after 

1713. 

29 Costebelle to Council of the Marine, Feb. 26, 1717, 
AN, Cols,, CUB 2, fol. 25v-26, 

30 "Recensement des habitants de l'Acadie ...auxquels 
11 est fournl des vivres pour un an...", 1717, AFO, Gl 467, 
item 57. 

31 Beaucours to Council of the Marine, Nov. 19, 1717, 
AN, Cols«x C11B 2, fol. 244vj "Ressensement ...du Port Tou­
louse", /Nov./ 1717» AFO, Gl 467, item 58, 

32 Cf. the various censuses of 1717, AFO, Gl 467. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE ACADIAN SETTLERS OF ILE ROYALE 

There were two distinct types of settlers from Aca­

dia who migrated to H e Royale after 1713s the military and 

official element of the old colony, and the habitant or 

peasant class. This chapter will discuss both. 

Almost all of the military and official class of the 

former French colony were reassigned to H e Royale following 

its establishment in 1713* Though this study is not con­

cerned primarily with the latter group, they nevertheless 

constituted an integral part of the Acadian community of 

H e Royale. In effect, the colonial officials who had been 

posted to Acadia had generally married Acadian girls culled 

from the colony's few leading families. Their sons, born in 

Acadia and destined in turn to receive preferment, and their 

daughters, groomed for fitting marriages in the colony, had 

in turn married into the official families. Throughout the 

history of H e Royale, from 1713 to 1758, a considerable 

portion of the military and civilian personnel were the sons 

and grandsons of French officers and their Acadian spouses. 

Many soldiers, also, their service completed, chose to settle 

in Acadia and married girls of the habitant class. 

The Acadian family which from the earliest times was 

most closely associated with the long series of tragic events 
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in Acadia was that of La Tour. The founder, Charles de Saint-

Etienne de La Tour, had accompanied his father to Port Royal 

as a youth in 1610. At the time of his death in 1666 he was 

governor of the colony. La Tour had founded a large family, 

of which two sons entered the official service of the colony. 

The eldest was Jacques, whose daughter, Jeanne, came to H e 

Royale as the young widow of the former surgeon of the Port 

Royal garrison. She took a house in Louisbourg and in 1716 

married a lieutenant of the garrison. There is extant an 

inventory of the belongings she brought from her previous 

union which attests to thejimodest circumstances of the mill-
2 

tary circle of French Acadia. 

Jeanne's brother, Charles, was born at the turn of 

the seventeenth century and later entered the service at H e 

Royale. It would seem likely that La Tour retired from the 

service when in 1727 he married into a prosperous Louisbourg 
3 

fishing family. 

A second son of the first Charles de La Tour, also 

named Charles, entered the service in Acadia in 1703, 

1 "Registres du notariat, H e Royale", Feb. 18, 1716, 
AFO, G3 2056 (1716), item Ibis. 

2 Ibid., Feb. 12, 1716, item 1. 

3 Ibid., Sept. 3, 1727, AFO, G3 2058, item 17. 
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4 
suffered wounds at the siege of Port Royal in 1710, and 

came to H e Royale as a lieutenant in 1714. He was promoted 

in 1730 to a long-awaited captaincy, and died the following 

year at approximately sixty-five years of age.-5 He had also 

served as the official government interpreter to the Indians 
6 

on H e Royale. 

The history of the de Gannes de Falaise family in 

Acadia dates from 1696 when the brothers Louis and Francois, 

both natives of Buxeuil, Poitou, served as officers in the 
7 

Acadia garrison. They remained until the surrender of 1710, 

the former as major of the garrison, the latter as a captain. 

Both were reassigned to H e Royale in 1714, but Louis died at 

La Rochelle that same year, and Francois served only one year 

before being transferred to Canada. 

In 1700, Louis de Gannes had married Marguerite Le 

Neuf de la Valliere, his third wife. She was of a family which 

had first settled in New France in 1636.' Her elder brother, 

Michel, served at Plalsance before he came to H e Royale as 

a lieutenant in 1714. As a captain he eventually commanded 

4 Saint-Ovide to Maurepas, Nov. 21, 1727, AN, Cols., 
C11B 9, fol. 74.' 

5 De Mezy to Maurepas, Aug. 28, 1731, AN, Cols., C11B 
12, fol. 53-53v. 

6 "/Garnison de/ 1'isle Royale", 1715, AN, Cols., 
D2C 47, fol.-> 296v. 

7 March 1, 1696, AN, Cols., B 19, fol. 66v. 
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the detachment at Port Toulouse, from 1726. 

De Gannei*; first son, Michel, was born at Port Royal 
Q 

in 1702. He entered the service in 1717 and served in Canada 

until his return to Louisbourg in 1725. A daughter, Marguerite, 

born in 1703, married a Louisbourg officer, the engineer de 

Couagne, who in 1715 had planned the site for the defensive 

works at Port Toulouse.° 

In 1729, Michel de Gannes, then a lieutenant, faced a 

law suit initiated by the widow of one captain de la Salle. 

The lady alleged de Gannes "lui a ravit par seduction son 

honneur sous des promesses de mariage qu'il refuse d'executer," 

and the court record qualified the incident as "pas sa premiere 

faute de cette nature,*" In March 1729 the widow la Salle 

gave birth to a baby girl whom she named Michelle-Anne, in 

apparent deference to the child's father. The event, however, 

seems to have occasioned no lasting embarassment to de Gannes, 

8 '^Garnison de/ l'isle Royale", .(no date), AN, Cols., 
D2C 47, fol.- 338. 

9 L,' Lejeune, Dictionnaire general de biographie, 
histolre, litterature, agriculture, commerce, Industrie et 
des arts, sciences, moeurs, coutumes, institutions politiques 
et religieuses du Canada, Ottawa, Universlte d'Ottawa, 1931. 
Article "Couagne", vol. I, p. 436. 

10 "Registres des greffes du Conseil Superieur, Louis­
bourg," 1729, AFO, G2 180, item 1.' 

11 "Registres de l'Etat civil, H e Royale", May 21, 
1729, AFO, Gl, 406.' 
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who, despite the vivid objections raised by the unfortunate 

widow, married the daughter of a fellow-officer, de Cata-
12 

logne, in 1730. He was promoted to a captaincy that same 

!3 
year. He served in H e Royale until his death in 1752, and 

he shares with three other contemporaries the honour of being 

buried beneath the chapel of the Chateau Saint-Louis in 

Louisbourg. 

A third family which began service in Acadia and 

continued in H e Royale was that of the Duponts, from Saint-

onge in France. They were three brothers who arrived in Aca-

l4 

dia in 1702. The eldest, Francois Dupont Duvivier, a cap­

tain, married in 1705 Marie Mius d'Entremont, •> the sister-

in-law of Governor de Costebelle. Three of his sons, all 

born in Acadia, served in H e Royale throughout its brief 

period, each attaining the rank of captain. 

The second brother was Michel Dupont de Renon de 

Saint-Pierre who served in H e Royale as a captain after 1713* 

12 "Registres de l'etat civil, H e Royale", Nov.- 21, 
1730, AFO, Gl 406. 

13 Lejeune, op_. cit., Article "Falaise, Michel de 
Gannes", Vol. 1, p. oil. 

14 "Commission de capitaine d'une compagnie", Feb. 1, 
1702, AN, Cols., B 23, fol. 106v-

15 "Registres de l'Etat civil, Acadie", Jan. 12, 
1705, PANS, Ms. item 26. 
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He drowned in 1719, and in the period under study, none of 

his sons became prominent. 

The third, Louis Dupont Duchambon, married in 1709 

another daughter of the d'Entremont family. She later served 

for a time, after the death of Charles de la Tour II, as 

Indian interpreter for H e Royale. Duchambon came to H e 

Royale in 1714, was made a captain in 1720, and in 1744 he 

became the commanding officer at Louisbourg. After his un­

successful defense of the fortress in 1745, he retired to his 

native Saintonge until his death. His many sons were prominent 

in the H e Royale service after 1734, notably the ill-fated 

Duchambon de Vergor who, after serving at H e Royale, was the 

commander of Beausejour st the time of its surrender to the 

British in 1755* Later he was in command of a detachment at 

Anse aux Foulons where Wolfe's army swarmed as»hore at Quebec 

in 1759. 

In all, ten of the seventeen officers of the Acadia 

garrison of 1710 were appointed to H e Royale when that 

colony was founded. Apart from those already mentioned —the 

elder La Tour, the two de Gannes, the three Duponts— there 

were the adjutant major de Pensens, the captain Louis Denys 

dela Ronde, the ensigns Eurry de la Perelle and Charles-Joseph 

d'Ailleboust d'Argenteuil, a great-grand-nephew of the third 

16 "Registres du notariat, H e Royale", Oct. 30, 
1719, AFO, G3 2056 (1719), item 31. 



THE ACADIAN SETTLERS OF ILE ROYALE 42 

17 
governor of New France. 

Though not in Acadia at the surrender of Port Royal 

in 1710, Louis Simon le Poupet de la Boula^rderie, captain, 

had served there from 1702 until his retirement from the ser­

vice inI1709. He returned as early as 1713 to the new world, 

and founded a fishing company on H e Royale, where he lived 
1 o 

until his death in 1738. 

Two officers of the small civil establishment of 

Acadia later served in H e Royale. One was Mathieu Degoutin 

who came to Acadia in 1683 ^ as the "lieutenant general en 
20 la justice de l'Acadie", clerk of the Colonial Treasurers 

21 
and keeper of the King's stores, Degoutin married Jeanne 

Thibodeau, an Acadian, and at the surrender of 1710 he re­

turned to France with his family. Shortly after, he came to 

22 
H e Royale where he was employed as a scrivener. He died 

17 Cf.1 AN, Cols., D2C 47, fol. 285, and fol. 296v. 

18 A. Shortt, editor, Documents relatifs a la monnaie, 
au change et aux finances du Canada sous le regime francais, 
Ottawa, Imprimeur du Roi, 1925, vol. 2, p. 16l7 note. 

19 Lejeune, o_g. cit., Article "Des Goutins", vol. 1, 
P. 503. 

20 AN, Cols., C11C 16, 2nd series, item 18; "Registres 
du notariat, Acadie", June 7, 1710, AFO, G3 2040, +25 feet 
/microfilm/. 

21 "Registres du notariat, H e Royale", Nov. 19, 1750, 
AFO, G3 2047, 40 feet /microfilm/. 

22 De la Forest to Pontchartrain, Jan. 14, 1715, AN, 
Cols., C11B 1, fol. 235.' 
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23 

on Christmas day, 1714, leaving a widow and twelve chil­

dren. Threecof his daughters married H e Royale officers. A 

fourth married the Controlleur de la Marine, Sabatier, the 

highest-ranking civil official after the Commissaire-ordon-

2k-nateur.-

Degoutin's eldest son, Francois-Marie, was appointed 

to the Superior Council of H e Royale and served as the clerk 

of the Colonial Treasurers. From 1723 he became seriously 

embroiled in misappropriation of the colony's monies, and 

was later discharged. He was held responsible for 40,000" 

for which he was unable to account during his administration. ^ 

An inventory of his property and chattels in 1735 indicated 

circumstances considerably reduced from what might have been 

?6 expected of a gentleman of his official position. This 

possibly suggests some attempt at redress was made, though 

there is no further evidence. 

Jean-Chrisostome Loppinot had served in Acadia as 

notary and crown attorney until 1710.- He had married Jeanne 

23 "Registres du notariat, H e Royale", Sept. 12, 
1715, AFO, G3 2056, item 26. 

24 Ibid., Nov. 19, 1750, AFO, G3 2047, 40 feet /micro­
film/. 

25 De Mezy to Maurepas, D e c 24, 1731, AN, Cols., C11B, 
12, fol.1 98-lOOv. 

26 "Registres du notariat, H e Royale", Sept. 28, 
1735, AFO, G3 2041 continued, 45 feet /microfilm/. 
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Doucet, an Acadian. After the siege of Port Royal in 1710, 

he returned to France where he was confined for a time to 

debtors' prison. ' Later, however, he came to H e Royale 

where he served a judge of the Admiralty court at Louisbourg. 

His son, born in Port Royal, entered the service as an en­

sign sometime before 1733, the year he married into the pro­

minent Louisbourg fishing family of Bottler dit Berichon. 

The transfer to H e Royale was the normal course, 

and the only attractive one', open to the official establish­

ments of both Acadia and Newfoundland. These members of the 

lower nobility of France and the colonies ox-jred their station 

in life to service to the Crown. 

The 2500 Acadian habitants, on the other hand, 

viewed the removal to H e Royale in an altogether different 

perspective.' Insofar as they were concerned the project fell 

far short of the expectations of the colonial authorities. 

Though scores of Acadians came to inspect H e Royale, a mere 

trickle of inhabitants settled ultimately. 

In all, sixty-six families of habitants have been 

identified positively as having settled in the colony between 

1713 and 1734. The rate of this modest removal was not regular, 

but rather subject to the various contingencies outlined 

earlier in this study. These alternately delayed or facilitated 

27 Minutes of the Council of the Marine, April 13, 1717, 
AN9 Cols., CUB 2, fol. 8.1 
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the movement. Accordingly, it is possible, for the sake of 

convenience, to divide the sixty-six immigrant families into 

six groups, each of which immigrated consecutively and under 

different circumstances. 

The first group numbered five families who formed 

part of the first settlement of H e Royale in 1713* Four 

were soldiers whose wives were Acadians, while the fifth was 

the widow of a minor official of the Acadian colony. 

The immigrants of the second group were among the 

large numbers who thronged to inspect conditions in the new 

colony in 1713 and 1714. They came to the Island on their 

own, fired by the optimistic ministerial directives which 

were relayed to them by their missionaries. Though in all 

several dozen Acadians had come initially, the families of 

only fourteen settled there permanently. 

In September 1714 a third group of habitants accom­

panied Denys de la Ronde and de Pensens to H e Royale on 

their return from their mission to Acadia. Though atotal of 

twenty-four Acadians had shipped to Louisbourg with the 

French officers, only eight families teecame permanent set­

tlers. 

28 The methods used at arriving at the calculations 
contained in this chapter involved relating the various cen­
suses (of both H e Royale, and Acadia to 1714), and those 
items of the official correspondence of Nova Scotia and H e 
Royale which refer both to departures for the latter place, 
and to the eventual presence there of individual immigrant 
families. 
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Nineteen families made up the fourth group of immi­

grants. These came to H e Royale between 1715 and 1719° Most 

of them arrived in 1715 and 1716 by reason of the energy of 

the Commissaire-ordonnateur Soubras in his attempt to found 

an agricultural settlement at the Petit Saint-Pierre River. 

The arrival of Richard Philipps as the new governor 

of Nova Scotia was the prelude to the departure of a fifth 

group of Acadians. In April 1720 Philipps issued a procla­

mation the terms of which sought to regularize the relation­

ship between the French inhabitants and their British masters. 

They were to take, finally, the oath of allegiance to King 

George I within four months, under pain of forced removal 

from the Province. 

The Acadians had hitherto, since the Peace of Utrecht, 

refused the oath, seeking at all costs "to be excluded from 

the necessity of declaring themselves or being involved in 

international war." " The normal result was the strong doubt 

or/sthe part of the English authorities as to whether the Aca­

dians were willing to become "good subjects". 

In the final instance, Philipps was unable to make 

the Acadians take the oath, and therefore was forced to with­

draw the terms of the proclamation of 1720. Nine families 

nevertheless left Acadia and rettled permanently of Tie 

29 J. B. Brebner, New England's Outpost, Acadia before 
the Conquest of Canada, New York, Columbia University Press, 
1927, P. 69.""" 
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30 
Royale. 

The final group of immigrants, numbering eleven fam­

ilies, immigrated individually and at random between 1722 and 

1734, attracted mainly by reports of prosperity on H e Royale. 

31 These sixty-six habitant families^ formed the nucleus 

of the Acadian community on H e Royale which in 1726 totalled 

nearly 300 persons, clustered mainly about Port Toulouse. In 

a study of Acadian settlement on H e Royale, the first con­

cern ought to be to determine why, while nearly five hundred 

families refused to leave their homeland, sixty-six found it 

advantageous to settle on H e Royale. 

The French authorities hinged their appeal in the 

terms of the religious and patriotic sentiments of the French 

population of Acadia.^ Though the Acadians in 1713 were deep­

ly attached to Catholicism as their spiritual guide and to the 

French King as their sovereign, the colonial authorities, es­

pecially in France, had lost touch with the Acadian reality. 

From the second quarter of'.the seventeenth century the devel­

opment of Acadia had taken on an increasingly local colouring, 

as a result of the virtual abandonment of the colony on the 

part of the mother country. Thee local flavour and the slow pace 

30 Saint-Ovide to Council of the Marine, Nov. 28, 1721, 
AN, Cols., CUB 6, fol. 8. 

31 Cf. Appendices 1 and 2, for more ample details on 
all sixty-six families. 

32 Q. v.' Pontchartrain to Gaulin, March 29, 1713, AN, 
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of Acadian development had nurtured with time an indifference 

toitfards the presence of the normal instruments of colonial 

law and order. This collective feeling had at least some 

effect in favouring the expansion after 1670 of the new set­

tlements of Mines, Piziquid, Cobequid and Beaubassin, which 

tended to "become separate and independant of the older set­

tlement /Port Royal, the seat of government/ and /where/they 

j/the Acadians/ paid small attention to the government."33 

When Acadia became the possession of Protestant Eng­

land in 1713, the French authorities suddenly became aware 

of the importance of the province in the contest for North 

America. They counted largely on the religious and patriotic 

feeling of the French and Catholic Acadians to stimulate their 

removal to H e Royale, "se jeter parmi les peuples de leur 
34 

nation." 

It cannot be denied that religion and patriotism re­

mained strong factors in attracting the attention of the Aca­

dians to H e Royale, even in effecting a considerable move-

ment in that direction. Large numbers came in the early ye.ars 

35 to inspect conditions. Among these, amny Acadians effectively 

Cols., B 35, fol. 260v. 

33 Brebner, op. cit., p. 47. 

34 Costebelle to Pontchartrain, July 9, 1713, AN, 
Cols., C11C 7, fol. 202v. 

35 L'Hermitte to Pontchartrain, Aug. 25, 1714, AN, 



THE ACADIAN SETTLERS OF ILE ROYALE 49 

attempted a settlement or at least lived for a time in the 

new colony, inspired and drawn by the directives which the 

Ministry of the Marine sent to their missionaries.-^ How­

ever, finding few material amenities with which to supple­

ment their attachment to their King and their faith, most 

37 of them returned to Acadia. They reasoned that were it not 

for the cattle and grain which they would send to H e Royale, 

the French colony would indeed suffer serious and regular 

shortages. In addition the Acadians felt they were more use­

ful to the French interest where they could refuse to victual 

the English garrison, and to be hired to repair the fortifi­

cations of Annapolis Royal. 

Thus, whatever the form and degree patriotism might 

assume, the question the Acadians invariably had to consider 

was whether on H e Royale they could insure for themselves 

and their families a livelihood which included amenities 

com-parable to those they would be required to sacrifice in 

Nova Scotia. Accordingly, economic considerations ultimately 

determined all save sixty-six families to remain stoically 

on their properties in Acadia.1 

Cols., CUB 1, fol. 104-105. 

36 Pontchartrain to Gaulin, March 29, 1713, AN, 
Cols., B 35, fol. 259v-26l. 

37 Caulfield to Lords of Trade, PRO, CO 217 2, fol. 
68-68v. Unfortunately, the Acadians themselves seem to have 
left no testimony, and their reasoning can only be surmised 
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There was also a geographic factor which, though not 

necessarily essential, certainly hastened the removal of 

many families, and reinforced their resolution to live on 

H e Royale. The rate of removal was markedly greater in the 

Annapolis Royal area, which, though it counted only twenty-

seven per cent of the population of Acadia, nonetheless ac­

counted for sixty-nine per cent of the fifty-eight immigrant 
38; 

families whose place of residence has been traced. Here 

the Acadians, close to the British garrison, felt more 

strongly the effects of foreign conquest and occupation, 

notably the measures taken occasionally to subject them to 
39 the new authority. 

The greater the distance from the administrative 

capital, the more secure the AcadiansffeJbt. Even as close 

as Mines, an area which in 1714 contained thirty-five per 

cent of the total French population, "all the orders sent to 

them are scoffed and laughed at as they put themselves upon 

through the correspondence of their missionaries especially* 
and also of the officials of both Nova Scotia and H e Royale. 

38 "Recensements des habitants /de l'Acadie/", Oct. 
15, 1714, AFO, Gl 466, no. 1, p. 232-245 /PAC transcript/; 
•Recensement de..". Beaubassin", AFO, Gl 466, no.' 1, p. 2^6-
253 /PAC transcript/. Though the primary sources frequently 
indicate places of birth, the information compiled by Bona 
Arsenault, Hlstoire et genealogie des Acadiens, Quebec, Vie 
Francaise, 1965, 2 vols7, and, especially, Genevieve Massig-
non, Les parlers francals d'Acadie :,f3aque'telinguistique, Paris, 
Klincksieck, (:il962'"::), 2 vols., has been used to supplement 
my findings. The latter work is particularly worthy of note 
in this instance. 

39 "Coppie des memoires du sieur De la Fosse", Nov. 
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the footing of obeying no government," Only nine, or fif­

teen per cent, of the fifty-eight immigrant families whose 

places of residence have been ascertained were from Mines. 

Another nine families were from the rest of the province, 

which comprised thirty-eight per cent of the population.1 

The economic factors which governed the scheme made 

immigration especially unattractive to those Acadians whose 

livelihood was based on agriculture. This of coursewas tra­

ditionally the occupation of the majority of Acadians in 

all regions of the province, and continued to be after the 

colony fell to Britishaarms in 1710. Though a number of 

immigrants had been farmers in Acadia before 1713, virtually 

all transferred their efforts on H e Royale to some more 

lucrative undertaking, more in keeping with the different 

economic prospects of the new colony. 

Most of the immigrants, however, had belonged in 

Acadia to a minority among the predominantly agricultural 

Acadians. Their first means of livelihood, as opposed to 

that of theniffiajority, had been coasting, one of the building 

trades, even fishing, though all farmed to a. certain extent. 

Of the sixty-six Acadians who, with their families, immigra­

ted to H e Royale during the period under study, four were 

11, 1714, AFO, DFC, Amerique Septentrionale 1, item 30. 

40 Mascarene, "Description of Nova Scotia", /I720/, 
PRO, CO 217 3, fol. 190v. 
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fishermen, eleven were coasters and one was a merchant. Eight 

were engaged in the building trades, four in various other 

trades, while eleven were described as combining the skills 

of the former with coasting. There were also two who became 

farmers, at least for a time, and this strangely enough, 

only once they settled on H e Royale. 

Apart from these, many Acadlans were attracted to 

H e Royale by the prospect of the free supplies which the 

Crown promised the immigrants. Five widows came with their 

families, and itvmay be assumed that in Acadia they had been 

sorely burdened and were anxious to insure their economic 

betterment in this fashion.' There were also several widowed 

officers* wives who on H e Royale were able to survive thanks 

to the generosity of the Crown. 

There is also frequent reference throughout the offi­

cial correspondence betweenJ.touisbourg and Versailles to the 

large number of immigrants who "a l'exemple des sauvages, ne 

41 restent que pour y trouver une oisive subsistance." They 

settled in the manner of the flotsam of every frontier: 

...de vrais vagabonds et paresseux, depuis pres 
de deux ans qu'ils sont icy, ils nont sceu remuer 
nl defricher un pouce de terre pas mSme de quoy faire 
un jardin.' Cependant ils leur est fourny des vivres 
du magasin pour leur subsistance. Cette^douceur les 
engagera toujours a ne rien valoir.... 

41 Saint-Ovide and Soubras to Council of tb Marine, 
Nov. 13, 1717, AN, Cols.-, CUB 2, fol. 128v-129. 

42 "Recensement des habitants Accadiens", 1717, 
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Among the immigrants were fifteen whose occupations 

cannot be traced in any of the records used for this study. 

These presumably were among those criticized by the H e 

Royale authorities. The fact that they remained in the colony, 

thus achieving some degree of permanence, suggests they 

eventually found some gainful employ, or else conditioned 

themselves to the antipathy of the authorities as long as 

the supplies were meted out. 

In the main the immigrants were young. Of the fifty 

whose ages have been ascertained at the time of their remo­

val to H e Royale, 3 nearly one third were in their twenties, 

nearly two fifths in their thrrties, and nearly one third 

were over forty. The latter undoubtedly included many who 

regarded the free rations of the Crown somewhat as social 

security. 

In a study of the Acadian community of H e Royale 

after 1713, the critical testimony of the French authorities 

cannot always be interpreted literally. A careful examination 

of all the sources — in particular the censuses of H e 

Royale from 1724 to 1734 and the accounts paid by the Crown 

AFO, Gl 467, item 58. 

43 Here again I have drawn upon the findings of G.! 

Massignon, op_.' cit., and B. Arsenault, op. cit., to supple­
ment the occasional references to the immigrants' ages con­
tained in the documentary sources. Though Arsenault's work 
is frequently in error, I have tried to collate his informa­
tion with Miss Massignon's and my own. 
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to enterprising Acadians — reveals that the immigrants were 

for the most part diligent and skilled beyond the average in 

Acadia. 

The reasons for the unfavourable official appraisal 

arose from the Crown's disappointment that so few came, and 

among them virtually no farmers. The sixty-six families who 

did immigrate, however, turned out to be skilled in various 

trades which for a time allowed many to earn prosperous live­

lihoods on H e Royale. 

The literacy rate of the Acadian community, as re­

vealed in the documentary sources, is comparable to that of 

Annapolis Royal in 1715« Of twenty-two immigrants who had 

occasion throughout the period to figure in signed documents, 

twelve affixed crosses, while ten signed their names, for a 

44 literacy rate of 45.5%. In a document of 1715, thirty-six 

Acadians from Annapolis Royal figured, twenty of whom affixed 

the characteristic crosses, for a literacy rate of 44.4$. 

Before going on to study in detail the occupations 

and activities of the Acadians, it is necessary to render an 

account of-their physical setting in H e Royale. The majority 

of the sixty-six families settled in the vicinity of Port 

Toulouse. There exists a close relationship between the vary­

ing fortunes of this community, and the eventual failure of 

44 Collection de documents inedits sur le Canada et 
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even what little the French were able to salvage of the great 

project of Acadian immigration to H e Royale. 



CHAPTER V 

THE SETTLEMENT OF PORT TOULOUSE 

Despite the widespread opinion that the physical 

characteristics of H e Royale had little to recommend them­

selves to the predominantly agricultural Acadians, sixty-six 

families did find it advantageous to settle in the new French 

colony. After multiple peregrinations in search of the most 

viable habitat, they chose to settle in the area about the 

Bay of Saint-Pierre, at the south-east corner of H e Royale. 

Soubras, the commissaire-ordonnateur, reported as early as 

1714 that this was "le seul endroit de l'He pour lequel ils 

eussent du gout." 

The entrance to the Bay of Saint-Pierre was a dif­

ficult one. A very narrow channel meandered its way between 

tricky sandbars to the entrance of the harbour of Toulouse, 

situated on the east side of the Bay. In the 1720's half of 

the entrance of Port Toulouse was — and is to this day — 

closed off by a sand-bar, making the channel but a hundred 
o 

feet in width. The harbour was lauded as a safe refuge for 

fishing craft and other vessels up to 150 tonneaux, provided 

the channel were well mapped. 

1 Soubras to Pontchartrain, Oct. 27, 1714, AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol. 88v. 

2 "Memoire sur l'lle Royale", 1713, AN, Cols., C11B 
1, fol. 13. Cf. also Appendix 3. 
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Prior to the arrival of the first Acadians, the Saint-

Pierre area had been a meeting-place for the Indians of the 

Island. In the spring or summer of 1714 an itinerant Acadian 

observed "four wiggwams of Indians."-^ Even after Port Tou­

louse had been settled, the Indians continued to come to hunt 
4 and to receive their annual gifts from the French Crown. 

The first settlement of Acadians at Port Toulouse 

occured in the autumn of 1714. Concerning this choice of lo­

cation a good deal was written officially to accelerate the 

Acadian removal, and bring the Acadians and the H e Royale 

authorities closer to the ideal set by the Ministry of the 

Marine for the colony. Soubras wrote in 1714 of "un fort bel 

endroit de belles terres, un port parfaitement bien ferme... 

la peche y est plus abondante qu'en aucun autre endroit de 

l'isle".^ Another survey praised the area for its abundance 

of building materials: "Des pierres pour magonner, de la 

3 "A Declaration and Journal of Peter Arsenault", 
Sept. 24, 1714, PRO, CO 217 2, fol. 12-13. Though this docu­
ment dates from September, the journey must have been made 
one or several months earlier, before the first Acadian immi­
grants arrived to settle at Port Toulouse in the autumn. 
Otherwise the author would surely have noted the presence of 
his compatriots, as he did the Indians. 

4 Saint-Ovide to Council* of the Marine, Nov. 26, 1721, 
AN, Cols., CUB 6, fol. 10v; Saint-Qvldeto Maurepas, Nov. 3, 
1728, AN, Cols., CUB 10, fol. 69v. 

5 Soubras to Pontchartrain, Oct. 27, 1714, AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol.1 88. 
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terre pour faire de la brique, de l'ardoise." L'Hermitte, 

the colony's first engineer, made an excellent detailed re­

port in 1716. He described, somewhat more objectively, the 

territory of Port Toulouse as: 

Terres... tres bonnes tout autour du havre, 
...de la roche mais peu, ...de fort belles herbes, 
...bois pas beaux, guerre que du bois k bruler, 
...la peche trop loin pour des chaloupes.' 

The first Acadians who settled at Port Toulouse were 

among the numbers who thronged to inspect conditions in the 

new colony in the summer of 1714. Though several dozens had 

come to H e Royale, only eight families were reported settled 
o 

at Port Toulouse the following January. The majority, after 

a cursory inspection, had hastily returned home. In 1715 

many more Acadians came to inspect the colony, but only a 
9 

mere half dozen or less settled. Meanwhile there began also 

about this time a small movement of fishermen — mostly 

Basques — to Port Toulouse, where the fishery was reported 

6 "Remarques sur les avantages des trois postes qui 
se peuvent fortifier dans l'lle Royale", 1716, AN, Cols., F3 
50, fol. 4lv-42. 

7 "Memoire sur l'lle Royale", Dec. 1716, AFO, DFC, 
Amerique Septentrionale 1, item 134. 

8 De la Forest to Pontchartrain, Jan. 14, 1715, AN, 
Cols.:, C11B 1, fol. 236v.' 

9 Costebelle to Council of the Marine, Sept. 9, 
1715, AN, Cols.', CUB 1, fol. 130V-131; Saint-Ovide to 
Council of the Marine, Sept. 10, 1715, AN, Cols., C11B 1, 
fol. 199.' 
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10 
to be of high yield. 

The colonial officials remained dismayed. To them, 

striving since 1713 to encourage the removal of 2500 Acadians 

to H e Royale, fourteen or fifteen settled families by Sep­

tember 1715 constituted slight progress and a considerable 

lack of collective gratitude on the part of the French subjects 

in Nova Scotia. 

The explanation, however, was not exclusively a mat­

ter of gratitude. The predominant factor was, of course, the 

poor agricultural prospects of H e Royale. Then there was 

the fishery which, though it had apparently yielded well in 

1714, had failed in 1715, Furthermore, a number of Acadians 

experienced difficulties in being paid for services rendered 

on behalf of the Crown, some of which had been in arrears 
1 2 

since the siege of Port Royal in 1710. These difficulties, 

coupled with those that hindered from the outset the actual 

removal from Nova Scotia, closely affected the livelihood of 

the Acadians concerned, which, as indicated in the preceeding 

chapter, was likely in most cases to outweigh gratitude ins­

pired by patriotism.' Moreover, reports of such adversity on 

10 Minutes of the Council of the Marine, Feb. 25, 
1715, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 244v. 

11 Soubras to De Pensens, Aug. 3, 1715, AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol. 168: 

12 "Memoire concernant les habitants de l'Acadie", 
1717, AN, Cols., CUD 8, fol. 4lv; Council of the Marine to 
Soubras, June 26, 1717, AN, Cols., B 39, fol. 285v. 
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H e Royale were carried back to every Acadian village, where 

their implications were undoubtedly exaggerated. 

The Acadians who may have been expected to consider 

immigration to H e Royale could not but be wary of such ad­

venture. Some of those who had come to Port Toulouse in 1714 

had already in the spring of 1715 returned to Acadia. Others 

were threatening to return, or to try their luck on H e 

Saint-Jean (now Prince Edward Island). 

In an attempt to stay the tide of discontent, the 

authorities at Versailles determined that the protection of 

the Crown should make itself more forcefully felt among the 

Acadians. They had hoped to convince them in this way that 

the government was anxious to go to considerable expense and 

effort to insure their well-being. Accordingly, along with 

regularizing the distribution of supplies to new immigrants, 

it was decided, following an appeal by Soubras in October 

1714, that fortified works should be built and a detachment 

of troops posted permanently at Port Toulouse. -> This new 

policy was implemented notably by Soubras who consistently 

showed rare clearsightedness in dealing with the Acadian 

14 question. 

13 Minutes of t h e Counci l of t h e Marine, Feb . 25 , 
1715, AN, C o l s . , CUB 1, f o l . 24l-246v. ' 

14 Cf. no t ab ly Minutes of t he Counci l of t he Marine, 
Nov.- 28, 1716, AN, Marine, Bl 19 , f o l . 462v-465." 
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De Pensens was appointed the commander at Port Tou­

louse. He arrived at his station on August 9, 1715. The site 

for the defensive works was cleared, and a storehouse and 

barracks were built to accomodate a detachment of fifty men. -* 

Such buildings as these were wholly unrefined, uncomfortable 

and unhygienic. Essentially they consisted of vertical tim­

bering planted in the ground, a floor of dirt, and a roof of 

tree bark. Though intended to be temporary, it would appear, 

on the whole, that throughout the brief history of H e Royale 
17 such buildings as these remained typical. The inhabitants 

did not evolve a form of building which would stand the ri­

gours of climate and yet was feasible in cost. 

In late September, Soubras wrote excitedly to his 

superiors at Versailles — somewhat prematurely as it turned 

out — : "J'ay connu par ce que m'ont dit des habitants le 

plaisir que leur faisoit 1'attention qu'a la cour a ce 

poste".1 The following year, July 1716, Pierre Morpain, the 

captain of the port of Louisbourg, ^ conducted official 

15 Soubras to Council of the Marine, Sept. 21 and 
Oct.1 20, 1715, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 174v and 181. 

16 Minutes of the Council of the Marine, 1716, AN, 
Cols., CUB 1, fol. 204v. 

17 This is best illustrated in AFO, GJf "Greffes du 
notariat, H e Royale", containing many descriptions of 
buildings in documents pertaining to land transactions. 

18 Soubras to Council of the Marine, Sept.' 21, 1715, 
AN, Cols.', CUB 1, fol. 174v. 

19 Pierre Morpain was a native of south-western 
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soundings of the harbour, for the convenience especially of 
2 

the increasing coasting traffic in and out of Port Toulouse.1 

The appeal to fidelity to Faith and King in 1714, the 

promise of rigging, foodstuffs and implements in 1715, the 

provision of a fort and garrison among them, and sotchdlngs of 

the harbour, did little to deter the Acadians. They remained 

preoccupied with their more tangible hope: continuing a mode 

of life to which they had become deeply attached, and which 

the majority understood could not be had on H e Royale. 

There had been, between 1715 and 1717, the brief 

agricultural experiment at the Petit Saint-Pierre River. 

Only when the authorities could guarantee a comparably suc­

cessful livelihood on H e Royale would there be the chance 

of some positive reaction on the part of the Acadians. When 

this assurance failed, as it did at Petit Saint-Pierre, no 

other means could induce the Acadians to leave their homeland 

France who, during the War of the Spanish Succession, became 
a filibusterer of some considerable notoriety along the coasts 
of Acadia.' In 1709 he married the daughter of tbe seigneur of 
Jemsec (now Jemseg, N. B.), Louis d'Amours de Chauffour R e ­
gistres de l'etat civil, Port Royal," Aug. 13, 1709, PANS, 
Ms. item 26/.' He'Jkater served served as port captain for H e 
Royale, a post which he held until the capitulation of Lou­
isbourg in 1745.' In the latter years he taught navigation to 
the youth of the colony /Duquesnel and Bigot to kaurepas, 
Nov. 4, 1743, AN, Cols., CUB 25, fol.' 25-26/. 

20 /Certificate for Morpain/, July 26, 1716, AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol.' 383. This survey was repeated in 1723 by the en­
gineer Boucher, whose valuable chart is reproduced in Appen­
dix 3.' 
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save coercion or expulsion by their masters, the British. 

Accordingly, by November 1717, from fourteen or fif­

teen families in 1715, the number of Acadians at Port Tou-
21 

louse had risen to only eighteen families. Three years 

22 
later there were only fifteen families of Acadians. 

From 1720 to 1724, however, the total number of Aca-

23 

dians nearly doubled, to thirty-eight families.J The rea­

sons for this were twofold: the strong measures attempted by 

Governor Philipps in Nova Scotia accounted for most of the new 

immigrants, and at the same time adverse conditions on H e 

Saint-Jean drove most of the Acadians settled there away from 

24 that island, some of whom came to Port Toulouse. The trickle 

continued beyond 1724, to the peak year of 1726 when there 
25 

were forty-five Acadian families in the settlement. 

Port Toulouse from 1715 had gradually grown into a 

fairly well-organized community disposing of the more essen­

tial services. In 1715 the Recollect Jean de Capistran, of 

21 "Ressensement des habitans ...residans au Port 
Toulouse," /Nov// 1717, AFO, Gl 467, item 58. 

22 "Recensement des habitants a l'lle Royale," 1720, 
AFO, Gl 467, item 62. 

23 "Recensement general <ffes habitants etablis a l'isle 
Royale," Nov.'' 20, 1724, AFO, Gl 467, item 68. 

24 De Mezy to Maurepas, Nov. 27, 1724, AN, Cols., 
CUB 7, fol. 68. 

25 "Recensement general des habitants etablis a l'isle 
Royale," 1726, AFO, Gl 467, item 68. 
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the Paris province of the Order, was appointed chaplain to 
?6 

the garrison and cure of the parish. He remained at this 

27 station until 1731, when the Recollects of the province of 

Brittany assumed responsibilities for all the pastoral charges 

of H e Royale. The first chapel at Port Toulouse was a house 

Soubras had built for himself. In 1716 he loaned it to the 

Recollects until the permanent buildings could be erected on 

the site reserved for that purpose. In 1723 it was agreed that 

the Acadians were too poor to be expected to meet the coat of 

construction of a church at Port Toulouse. " It would seem, 

however, that one was built at government expense sometime 

after 1733, for there is a record of a shipment of pine board 

having been delivered for the church in that year.-' 

In 1716 or 1717 a house belonging to one Roger was 

made available for a hospital to be run by the Brothers of 

31 Charity, who administered the Louisbourg institution. This 

26 De la Marche to Council of the Marine, March 2, 
1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 30v.: 

27 A. A. Johnston, A History of the Catholic Church 
in Eastern Nova Scotia, vol. 1, 1611-1827, Anti>gonish, Saint 
Francis Xavier University Press, i960, p. 60. 

28 April 1732, AN, Cols., B 56, fol. 33. 

29 Sa in t -Ovide and De Mezy t o Counci l of t h e Marine, 
Dec. 29, 1723, AN, C o l s . , CUB 6, f o l . l 6 l v . 

30 " R e c e t t e - d e p e n s e , 1 7 3 3 , " Oct . 28, 1734, AN, C o l s . , 
C11C 1 1 , f o l . 81 . ' 

31 Louis XV t o C o s t e b e l l e and Soubras , June 1717, AN, 
C o l s . , B 39, f o l . 292v-293. 
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project did not materialize, for the annual rolls relating to 

Crown expenditures do not ever mention a hospital at Port 

Toulouse. Furthermore, the H e Royale authorities were by 

this time familiar with the Acadians' aversion to the res­

trictions of any form of taxation, and so they abandoned any 

design to levy the traditional quintal of cod per fishing 

vessel, as had been done formerly at Piaisance, and after 

1713 at Louisbourg.^ The garrison, however, maintained a 

surgeon, one Leroux for the period under study. Some years 

later, the commissaire-ordonnateur Bigot deplored the quality 

of the surgeons in the outports, whom he described as ignor­

amuses scarcely knowing how to read.-'-' 

It was originally projected, to expedite the keeping 

of civil order in the colony, to divide H e Royale into three 

local regions surrounding Louisbourg, Port Dauphin and Port 

Toulouse. Each region, or government, was to have the essen­

tials of separate .local administrations, rigidly responsible 

to the commissaire-ordonnateur at Louisbourg. There were to 

be local courts for minor civil suits, with the right of 

appeal to the Superior Council of the Colony, and a resident 

sub-delegate of the commissaire-ordonnateur to oversee the 

32 Minutes of the Council of the Marine, March 14, 
1716, AN, Colonies, CUB 1, fol. 3l8v. 

33 Bigot to Maurepas, Oct. 12, 1742, AN, Cols., 
CUB 24, fol. 140-I4lv. 
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administration of justice, maintain general order and manage 

the Crown's monies and supplies. 

The development of Port Toulouse, however, did not 

fulfill the hopes of the colonial authorities, and in 1718 it 

was decided that the station did not require a resident civil 

establishment.^ Thereafter the commissaire-ordonnateur 

delegated temporarily a scrivener or other minor official 

from his bureau in Louisbourg to perform such assorted duties 

as the taking of the census and inspection of general pro­

gress, the annual distribution of munitions and supplies to 

the detachments of troops at Port Dauphin and Port Toulouse, 

and finally the hearing of petty civil disputes.-^ 

Early surveys of the Port Toulouse area had revealed 

that building stone, slate and brick clay abounded. Thete is 

no further documentary evidence that building stone was quar­

ried or used in the area during the period under study. There 

are two subsequent references to slate, the first in 1716 

when Governor Costebelle wrote that the mine was located two 
36 

lieues^ east of Port Toulouse (that is, Lardoise, Richmond 

34 Saint-Ovide and Soubras to Council of the Marine, 
Oct. 19, 1718, AN, Cols., CUB 3, fol. 102. 

35 "Memoire .../du/ sieur de la Forest," 1723, AN, 
Cols., C11B 6, fol.1 354-354v; De Mezy to Maurepas, Nov, 15, 
1724, AN, Cols., CUB 7, fol. 46-47v; "Recensement general 
...lie Royale," Nov. 20, 1724, AFO, Gl 467, item 67; Lenor-
mant to Maurepas, Nov. 5, 1738, AN, Cols., C11B 20, fol. 146-
152v. 

36 Or approximately five and a half miles. 
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Co.), and that he intended presently to test its quality.-'' 

The following year Soubras wrote that he had hired two mason-

roofers to explore the site.' He reiterated the opinion that 

the slate was of good quality.-^ There is no further evidence, 

however, to suggest that it was suitable for building pur­

poses, or, indeed, that native slate was ever used in the 

colony. 

Tihe first mention of a brick kiln was made by Go­

vernor Costebelle in 1714.' He praised the inexhaustible sup­

ply of proper clay abounding a quarter of a lieue west of 

Port Toulouse (now Brickery Point, near Saint Peter's). To 

ease the shortage of building stone on H e Royale, he sug­

gested a kiln be built and the bricks used for the government 

works, especially at Louisbourg. The authorities concurred 

and the order was given ;to hire brick makers from the Roche-

fort area.-*̂  

Two years later, work was just getting underway on 
40 

the site.- The troops garrisoned at Port Toulouse built the 

37 Costebelle to Council of the Marine, Oct. 26, 
1716, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 409v. 

38 Soubras to Council of the Marine, Dec. 1, 1717, 
AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. l47v-l48. 

39 Costebelle to Pontchartrain, Oct. 26, 1714, AN, 
cols., cue 11, foi. 13. 

40 Costebelle to Council of the Marine, Oct. 8, 
1716, AN, Cols., C11B 1, fol. 406. 
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kiln and the adjacent storehouse, and, once in production, 

41 continued to provide the work force for the industry. 
42 

In 1721 there were fifteen soldiers posted at the kiln. 

Brick-making thrived well apparently for eight year? with 

most of the product being employed in the government works 

at Louisbourg. Nevertheless, there is little doubt that the 

brick was of inferior quality, unable to resist the effects 

of the salty air of the east coast of H e Royale. For the 

Royal Treasury, however, the prospect of native building 

materials to offset in part the high cost of transporting 

good quality materials from France was impressive enough to 

warrant continued support of the industry, notwithstanding 
43 

the costly annual repairs to the crumbling brick. 

When, early in 1723, the brick-making complex burnt, 

the engineer Boucher was hastily dispatched to Port Toulouse 

to rebuild the kilns, despite the impending scarcity of the 

44 
clay and the inferior quality of the product. By May the 

kiln was operating once again, at an expanded rate of 

41 Saint-Ovide and Sottbras to Council of the Marine, 
Oct. 19, 1718, AN, Cols., CUB 3, fol. 102. 

42 Minutes of the Council of the Marine, March 24, 
1721, AN, Cols., C11C 15, item 177-

43 Cf. Ganet to Maurepas, Nov. 10, 1725, AN, Cols., 
CUB 7, fol. 342-347. 

44 Verville to Council of the Marine, /§/ May, 1723, 
AN, Cols., CUB 6, fol. 148. 
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4^ production and with an increased number of workers. J 

The brick-making industry was abruptly interrupted 

in 1725. Francois Ganet, the new contractor for the govern­

ment works, bluntly advised the Minister he was no longer 

using local bricks because they were too small and of very 

poor quality. From this moment H e Royale received its 

consignments of brick from New England. 

The fortified works of Port Toulouse, however simple, 

were forced to be delayed because of the Importance attached 

to placing Louisbourg on a strong defensive footing. In 1715 

it had been agreed that as soon as priorities allowed, modest 

works should be erected to protect Port Toulouse, particu­

larly the fishery and the coasting trade, from the effects 

of British pillaging. 

By 1717, however, developments remained in the planning 

47 stages. By this time the effort and expense the Crown had 

been prepared to make in 1715 to win the-"favour of the Acadians 

were no longer e.part of official policy as a result of their 

refusal to immigrate in sufficiently impressive numbers. Ac­

cordingly, the official presence of the Crown was withdrawn 

45 Boucher to Council of the Marine, Nov. 1, 1723, 
AN, Cols., CUB 6, fol. 320-323v-

46 Ganet to Maurepas, Nov. 10, 1725, AN, Cols., CUB 
7, fol. 342-347. 

47 Costebelle to Council of the Marine, Oct. 26, 1716, 
AN, Cols., C11B 1, fol. 409v. 
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gradually from Port Toulouse, with implications seriously 

affecting the fortunes of what little could be salvaged from 

the project of Acadian immigration to H e Royale. 

First the small civil establishment for local affairs 

was recalled in 1718. Then the detachment of troops was re-

48 duced, though some defensive precautionsrEmained necessary. 

In 1725 bricks from the Port Toulouse kilns ceased to be used 

on the Louisbourg fortifications. The decline ofthe settle­

ment was such that by the late 1720's Port Toulouse was 

abandoned to the mercy of a circle of covetous military offi­

cers whose presence heralded the virtual eclipse of the 1730's. 

Though in 1726 the Acadian population of Port Tou­

louse was at its peak — forty-five families — , in the years 

following, the population steadily decreased until, in des-
49 

peration, the remnant addressed an acrid petition to the 

48 Saint-Ovide and Soubras to Council of the Marine, 
Oct. 19, 1718, AN, Cols., C11B 3, fol. 102. Some defense was 
necessary because of the relatively high concentration of 
population in the area, and because of the proximity to the 
Nova Scotia coast, particularly the British base at Canso, 
whence had come the occasional incursions of pillagers. Also, 
Port Toulouse remained throughout the period a tempting 
clearing-house for contraband traders from New England. 

49 "...foible reste de cette paroisse qui tend a sa 
fin, nous nous jettons avec nos pauvres families, dont la 
vie n'est qu'un tissus de misere aux pieds de votre justice 
o..." (The Acadians of Port Toulouse to Maurepas, Oct. 1, 
1730, AN, Cols., CUB 11, fol. 223). 
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Minister of the Marine. In it the Acadians complained bitter­

ly of the selfish encroachments by the commandant, de la Val­

liere,*5 and his subalterns, into the most sacred areas of 

private enterprise: 

Mrs. les officiers embrasse tous le commerce 
de quelques especes qu'il soit, affirmed the pe­
tition, meme jusqu'a gatQter du bois a brusler, 
qu'ils debittent tous les jours a notre grand 
prejudice, et avec un profit considerable puisqu'il 
ne leur coutent ordinairement de leurs soldats 
qu'un pot d'eau de vie la corde. Ce sont les bati-
ments de ces Mrs. qui charies la pierre, la chaux, 
et les autres materiaux necessaires, pour la cons­
truction des forts de Sa Mte., pendant que nous 
sommes contraints de rendre nos batteaux a vil prix, 
pour evitter la douller /sic pro "douleur^/^de les 
voir pourrir a la coste faute d'occupation.-7 

The document goes on to complain that the military, 

not content with monopolizing the carrying trade, even be­

came upset when it learned of Acadians engaging in the meagre 

Indian trade of the area. Moreover, it was common knowledge 

that New England merchantmen could always count on unloading 

entire cargoes — whether permitted goods or contraband — 

at the government storehouse at Port Toulouse. 

50 Michel dela Valliere was the son of Michel Le Neuf 
de la Valliere, first Seigneur of Beaubassin and Governor of 
Acadia from 1678 to 1684. The former was born in Canada in 
1677, and served in the garrison of Plaisance and H e Royale. 
As a captain in 1727, he replaced de Pensens as the comman­
dant at Port Toulouse (Cf. Lejeune, Dictionnaire, Article 
"La Valliere", and De Mezy to Maurepas, Nov. 26, 1727, AN, 
Cols., CUB 9, fol. 106v}. 

51 The Acadians of Port Toulouse to Maurepas, Oct. 
1, 1730, AN, Cols., CUB 11, fol. 223. 
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Though most Acadians in H e Royale were adept at car 

pentry, the soldiers did all government building and repair 

work in the area "pendant que nous demeurons les bras 

S2 croises". In payment the soldiers were awarded credits at 

the officers' canteen, which, of course, affected those Aca­

dians who earned their livelihood from the sale of spirits. 

The long list of accusations goes on to record the complaint 

that the officers prohibited the Acadians even cutting hay 

for their livestock in the Port Toulouse .area." 

It is difficult to assess the exact historical value 

of the Acadians' petition of 1730. It would appear likely, 

54 

as Maurepas himself assumed, that the language of the pe­

titioners^-3 was exagerrated the better to achieve their 

purpose. It is also likely, on the other hand, that, essen­

tially, the petition was based on real grievances, not to be 

entirely ascribed to the traditional reluctance of the Aca­

dians to be pressured by the presence in their midst of even 

the most paternal and docile administration. The least that 

52 Ibid., fol. 222v. 

53 Ibid., fol. 222-222V. 

54 Maurepas t o S a i n t - O v i d e , J u l y 10, 1731, AN, C o l s . , 
B 55, f o l . 572-573. 

55 Or, what i s more l i k e l y , of t h e i r m i s s i o n a r y , a s 
de Sa in t -Ovide contended (Sa in t -Ovide to Maurepas, Nov. 24, 
1731, AN, C o l s . , CUB 12, f o l . 27v) , and w i th which con ten ­
t i o n I concur , g iven the a c c e p t a b l y l o g i c a l sequence of i d e a s 
and t h e q u a l i t y Qf s^ty^e. 
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could be said of the situation in Port Toulouse in 1730 is 

t h a t " les Acadiens qui y sont n 'ont pas confiance en /La 
"̂6 

Valliere/ alors il faut le remplacer.":> 

By way of further explanation, the financial diffi­

culties under which the French officers laboured in the 

colonies need only be conjectured. Their salaries were 

wretchedly low: 1080""for a captain, 720" for a lieutenant, 

480ZEfor an ensign. On the other hand, prices for commodi­

ties were extremely high in H e Royale, where the most or­

dinary requirements were imported, usually from France. In 

1729, for instance, bread cost between three and five sols, 

fresh beef, between eight and ten, butter, between six and 

, ai 

57 

M. 
fourteen, wine between eighty and 120^ per barrique, and 

firewood, between fifteen and twenty livres per cord, 

Compared to the salaries of the military and civil 

officers, the earnings of r* 5 11 rent coasters on H e Royale 

show to what extent the latter might have been thre envy of 

their materially less fortunate social superiors.-> 

56 Maurepas to Saint-Ovide, July 10, 1731, AN, 
Cols., B 55, fol. 572-573. 

57 Levasseur to Maurepas, Nov. 10, 1729, AN, Cols., 
CUB 10, fol. 256v. 

58 Cf. "Recette et de'pense*" 1730, 1731, 1732, 1733, 
1734, 1735, AN, Cols., C11C 11, fols. 45-47v, 50v-52v, 68-
69V, 78-8lv, 86-88v and 102-105v, where the most noteworthy re cl­

oned 
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It follows that the official class of the colony 

should be inclined to invest at least a part of its efforts 

into areas more lucrative than their official occupations. 

At Louisbourg, for instance, the Duvivier family, sons of 

Frangois Dupont Duvivier, achieved some considerable notoriety 

59 for their prosperous involvement in the fishing industry. 

Similarly, at Port Toulouse, the officers detached there 

sought to round out their meagre earnings by encroaching upon 

the occupations of the civilian population. 

Notwithstanding the decree of 1718 which prohibited 

the officers engaging in civilian trade, the geographic 

situation of Port Toulouse made such activity particularly 

lucrative and safe from intrusion by more senior officials 

from Louisbourg, if indeed the officials there were prepared 

to intervene at all. Saint-Ovide, for instance, in the case 

La Valliere, rose to an unequivocal defense of his colleague's 

integrity: 

Selon l e temoignage de l a p lus grande p a r t i e 
des p r inc ipaux h a b i t a n t s du Po r t Toulouse . . . i l s 
n ' a u r a i e n t pas de p l a i n t e s A fo rmule r : au c o n t r a i r e 
i l s ont tous l i e u d ' e n £ t r e c o n t e n t s . Les p l a i n t e s 
dont l a Cour a u r a i t e t e s a i s i e p r o v i e n d r a i e n t 
uniquement du mi s s ionna i r e q u i , e t a n t a l o r s au 
Po r t Toulouse , e ta . i t a l l e dans l e u r s maisons pour 
l e u r demander des c e r t i f i c a t s de p l a i n t e s . 1 

59 Hab i t an t - f i she rmen of H e Royale t o Maurepas, 
Nov.* 26, 173«, AN, Cols . ' , CUB 20, f o l . 304-307." 

60 Counci l of t he Marine t o Sa in t -Ovide and de 
Mezy, Aug. 10, 1718, AN, Cols . ' , B 40 , f o l . ' 568v. 

61 Sa in t -Ovide t o Maurepas, Nov. 24, 1731, AN, 

http://eta.it
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Despite Maurepas' earlier opinion that La Valliere, 

unable to inspire the confidence of his charges, would have 

to be recalled, the minister closed the case of the dis­

gruntled Acadians the following year, 1732, by completely 

exonerating the Port Toulouse commandant: 

Je veux croire, he wrote, ques les plaintes 
...par quelques habitants du Port Toulouse estoient 
mal fondees, mais je suis bien aise de vous dire 
que vous ne scauries estre trop attentif a n'y pas 
dormer occasion.°2 

Thus, the serious decline in population, which began 

sometime after 1726, reached its lowest recorded point 

in 1734. That year there remained only nineteen Acadian 

63 
families at Port Toulouse, a decline of nearly sixty per­
cent in eight years. A few had been lured by the relative 

prosperity of Louisbourg, the economic opportunity and the 
64 

ensuing greater freedom of enterprise in the capital. 
65 

Others had immigrated to H e Saint-Jean. The great majority, 

Cols., C11B 12, fol. 27-27v. 

62 Maurepas to La Valliere, June 19, 1732, AN, Cols., 
B 57, fol. 756v. 

63 "Recensement de l'isle Royale," Oct. 20, 1734, 
AFO, Gl 467, item 69. 

64 Cf. Appendix 2. 

65 "Denombrement des peuples etablis a l'lle Saint-
Jean," 1728, AFO, Gl 466, item 36; "Recensement de l'lle 
Saint-Jean," Sept. 1734, AFO, Gl 466, item 40. See also de 
Pensens to Maurepas, Nov. 20, 1727, AN, Cols., C11B 9, fom. 
256v, where the then commandant of Port Toulouse claimed many 
Acadians would probably follow him to his new posting at H e 
Saint-Jean. 
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66 however, returned discouraged to Acadia. ° 

The decline of Port Toulouse continued beyond the 

period under study, notwithstanding the new efforts of the 

Crown in 1734 to undertake some of the improve merits ardently 

promised during the first years of the colony- Yet these 

improvements were of a military nature, inspired by consi­

derations which, in the 1730's and beyond, necessitated steps 

being taken to protect the colony from the threat of British 

and New England landings on the Island. Measures affecting 

economic policy and the welfare of the settled population 

remained in abeyance.- It was only in the 1750's when events 

in Nova Scotia generated a large influx of reluctant immi­

grants that for a very short period, until the final surren­

der of H e Royale to British arms in 1758, the area about 

Port Toulouse was to enjoy once again a degree of prosperity. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE ACADIAN CONTRIBUTION TO THE AGRICULTURE OF ILE ROYALE 

The first object of the French policy to bring the 

Acadians to H e Royale in 1713 was to insure for the new 

colony the fruits of a prosperous agriculture. This was im­

portant in order to avoid the continuing dependance on im­

ports of food from France, Canada and even New England, and 

to counteract the resultant vulnerability of the Island and 

the fishing industry. The colony, conceived correctly as the 

base for a large-scale fishing industry, required to be self-

providing as well in the production of food staples. By lo­

cally supplying the markets of Louisbourg, the fishing out-

ports and the garrison, H e Royale could endow itself with 

the balanced economic situation it would otherwise lack. 

While the French Newfoundlanders supplied the man­

power for the bulk of the fishery, it was hoped the 2500 

Acadians would remove to H e Royale with their cattle and im­

plements, break new ground and insure the ample provision of 

foodstuffs not only for the colony, but for export as well. 

At Versailles both proposals were considered to be equally 

feasible and practical, and certain to produce the desired 

results. The Minister Pontchartrain wrote in the following 

optimistic terms: "Je ne doute pas quils ne si portent deux 

mesmes et quils ne se disposent tous a y aller dabord quils 
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scauront que les francais vont sy etablir", and: 

II ne seroit pas naturel quils habitassent sur 
des terres de la domination angloise pendant quils 
auront aupres d'eux d'autres terres appartenantes 
aux gens de leur nation. 

The removal of the Newfoundlanders required little 

encouragement by the authorities, for the fishery was equal­

ly feasible from H e Royale. The prospect of mass immigration 

affected the Acadians differently, hoxvever. As suggested 

earlier, there existed certain essential differences between 

agriculture in Acadia and H e Royale. The majority of Aca­

dians derived their livelihood essentially from agriculture, 

and even the minority of fishermen, coasters and builders 

among them at least worked gardens. Their forefathers, even 

as pioneers, had seldom been required to break new ground in 

Acadia. They had simply settled along the tidal rivers of the 

coast of the Bay of Fundy, and built dykes to reclaim the 

treeless marshlands over which they sowed their grain and grew 

hay for their livestock. Soil exhaustion, even annual plough­

ing, were minor preoccupations for the Acadian farmers. The 

former was expeditiously offset by opening the dyke gates and 
3 

letting in the salt waters of Fundy Bay. 

1 Pontchartrain to Saint-Ovide, March 20, 1713, AN, 
Cols., B 35, fol. 238v. 

2 Id. to Gaulin, March 29, 1713, AN, Cols., B 35, 
fol. 260. 

3 J. B.' Brebner, New England's Outpost, Acadia before 
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France, having been compelled to cede Acadia to Great 

Britain, was to find no such comparable good fortune on H e 

Royale. Though the soil there was reasonably workable, as 

would suggest the small-scale agriculture of the Island since 

the latter-part of the eighteenth century, the essential dif­

ference lay in the amount of work involved in farming on H e 

Royale. For the Acadians the alternative was to choose between 

lands which as long as they could remember had always pro­

duced easily and bountifully, and "terres brutes et nouvelles, 

dont il faut arracher le bois qui est debout..,v" They had 

to choose between living among fellow Frenchmen, and contin­

uing under new masters the tranquil and simple, albeit the 

somewhat uninspiring,way of life to which, nevertheless, they 

were deeply attached. 

For the majority of Alcadians there really was no 

choice. They could not be expected to see the wisdom of aban­

doning an annual yield of 35,000 bushels of wheat, and coming 

to heavily-wooded and pastureless H e Royale seeking fodder 

for 15,000 head of livestock.* These comfortable farmers did 

not relish becoming pioneers at this late date. 

the Conquest of Canada, New York, Columbia University Press 
1927, P. 18. 

4 Pain to Costebelle, Sept. 29, 1713, AN, Cols., 
C11C 7, fol. 226V.1 

5 Caulfield to Lords of Trade, Nov. 1, 1715 0. s;, 
PRO, CO 217 2, fol. 49-53v. 
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Only sixty-six families immigrated to H e Royale and 

of these only fifteen had had agricultural interests in Aca­

dia in 1707, the last year detailed statistics on agriculture 

were recorded. Several more of the sixty-six were not old 

enough in 1707 to have been settled on land of their own, 

and still more were serving as soldiers in the Port Royal 

garrison in that year. 

Four of the fifteen farmers who emigrated had enjoyed 

in Acadia some considerable prosperity in agriculture. They 

possessed holdings in productive acreage and livestock which 

were well above the average figures for their regions. While 

at Port Royal the average for 1707 was 30.6 head of livestock 

per family, Frangois Boudr§tiowned seventy-two head, Claude 

Landry, fifty-six head, and Pierre Richard, forty-two head. 

They worked fourteen, six and six arpents of land respective­

ly, while the average for the region was only 3*78 arpents 

per family. At Mines where the average for livestock was 24.2 

head per family, Jean Landry raised sixty-four head in 1707. 

His land yielded twelve bariques while the average for his 

region was 3*31 bar!ques per argent. 

None of these prosperous farmers engaged in agricul­

ture when they came to H e Royale. Boudrot and Jean Landry 

turned to other activities better seated to conditions, on H e 

6 "Recensement de l'Acadie," 1707, AFO, Gl 466, 
p. 215-231 /PAC transcript/. 
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BBoyale. Pierre Richard died presumably a short time after he 

removed. There is no further reference to Claude Landry after 

he arrived in the colony in 1714, until 1724 when he was des­

cribed as a 'vieil habitant". 

Of the remaining eleven farmers who settled in H e 

Royale, three were of average prosperity in 1707, while eight 

recorded very small holdings, considerably below ttee average 

figures for their regions. In 1724, the first year that H e 

Royale censuses include the occupations of the settlers, none 

of these were engaged in agriculture. It is conceivable, how­

ever, that several could have between 1707 and 1714, before 

their removal to the new colony, suffered reverses which in­

terrupted or even curtailed their agricultural progress. Of 

the fifteen, six had turned on H e Royale to the building and 

wood-working trades, two to coasting and one to fishing. Four 

had aged to the point of being inactive, and two, no longer 

recorded in 1724, had presumably died or returned to Acadia.' 

In spite of the unattractivemess of H e Royale to 

the farmers of Acadia, the Minister Pontchartrain had been 

as early as 1706 in receipt of a memorial claiming for the 

Island "la meme terre que celle du Canada, c'est a dire bonnes, 
P 

oo.des prairies naturelles dans toutes les baies." Ten years 

7 "Recensement general... H e Royale," Nov. 20, 
1724, AFO, Gl 467, item 67. 

8 "Memoire sur l'etablissement d'une colonie dans 
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later, after a few Acadians had hesitantly settled about Port 

Toulouse, a second memorial praised the potential of this 

area: 

La terre de ce canton est propre & la semence 
des bons grains et merveilleux pour le;jardinage. 
L'Air yQest plus tempere qu'en aucun endroit de 
l'isle.v 

L'Hermitte wrote of the Petit Saint-Pierre River of: 

Terres ...qui paroissent assez bonnes..., de 
tres belles herbes dans les endroits decouverts et 
facile a deffricher.... Ce qu'il y a de bon les 
terres ne sont pas malaisees a deffricher.1^ 

Of Port Toulouse he wrote: 

A l'egard des terres, elles y sont tres bonnes 
tout autour du havre. II y a quelques endroits ou il 
y a de la roche mais peu.... II y a de fort belles 
herbes.... Dans toutes les rivieres qui sont autour 
du havre, les terres y sont de mesme.11 

Thus, in spite of the observations and actions of 

the Acadians relating to mass removal.;to H e Royale, the 

local authorities wrote optimistically to their superiors at 

Versailles. Though their memorials were reasonably accurate, 

they neglected all the while to inform the ministry of the 

essential facts which limited the merits of the scheme and 

l'lle du Cap Breton," Nov. 30, 1706, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 
272, 273. 

9 "Remarques sur les avantages des trois postes," 
1716, AN, Cols., F3 50, fol. 4lv. 

10 "Memoire de l'lle Royale," Dec. 1716, AFO, DFC, 
Amerique Septentrionale 1, item 134. 

11 Ibid. 
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precluded a favourable response by the Acadians. Moreover, the 

Ministry could not be expected, in 1713 and 1714, to be en­

tirely aware of these facts: France had generations earlier 

lost touch with the Acadian reality and the altogether unique 

development the colony had known throughout the seventeenth 

century. 

The effect of this erroneous intelligence was that 

the formal invitation to the Acadians to immigrate to H e 

Royale was tendered by the ministry of :the Marine in language 

steeped in banalities and patriotic platitudes which failed 

to take into account the local situation. Thus Pontchartrain 

issued the standard instructions in 1714 as follows: 

Vous pouvez placer /les Acadiens/ qui viendront 
dans le havre Ste Anne que le Roy a nomme Port Dau­
phin et comme les terres y sont excellentes ils 
s'adonneront a leurs cultures n'etant point accou-
tumes hr la pesche. 

The only particularity, by way of facilitating their 

removal, was the news that the Acadian farmers would be ex-

13 empted from all duties on cod and fish oil for ten years. 

In 1715, at the insistence of the local authorities, it was 

decided that immigrants should be given supplies unittL their 
14 

first crops were harvested. 

12 Pontchartrain to L'Hermitte, Feb.' 28, 1714, AN, 
Cols., B 36, fol. 425v. 

13 Id. to Id.-, March 23, 1714, AN, Cols., B 36, fol. 446. 

14 Pontchartrain to Desmaretz, Jan. 4, 1715, AN, Cols., 
B 37, fol. 2. 
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The Acadians had developed since the early years after 

the founding of their homeland a;:strong tendency to be hesitant 

and sceptical when they became involved in the politics of 

Europe.' Despite this, in 1713, many hearkened to the call of 

their nation, and agreed to consider the appeal ôf their King 

to settle under the flag of their Sovereign and among their 

own people. Emissaries came to H e Royale and inspected ag­

ricultural conditions in the colony on behalf of their com­

patriots. To them the prospects were disappointing. Through 

their missionaries we learn of their reaction to leaving 

Acadia: 

Ce seroit nous exposer manlfestement a mourir de 
faim charges comme nous sommes de grosses families, 
de quitter des habitations qui sont en valeur, et 
desquelles nous tirons toute notre subsistance or­
dinaire, pour prendre des terres bruttes et nouvelles, 
dont il faut arracher le bois debout.v.. II y a parmi 
nous le quart du monde qui sont des personnes agees, 
hors d'etat de defricher de nouvelles terres^*, nous 
savons de plus par la visite exacte quennous en avons 
fait qu'il n'y a point de terres dans toute lisle du 
Cap Breton qui puissent convenir a l'entretient de 
nos families, puisqu'il n'y a point de pres suffi-
santes pour nourir nos bestiaux dont nous tirons 
notre principale subsistance.1-* 

Though H e Royale was unable to absorb the agricul­

tural resources of Acadia, nor ever hope to effect a com­

parable yield, there was nevertheless some farming on the 

15 Pain to Costebelle, Sept.' 23, 1713, AN, Cols., 
CHC 7, fol. 226v-227.M 
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island, or more correctly, subsistence gardening. Each set­

tler had been granted small concessions with four arpents of 

frontage. Title to the land was held directly from the King, 

with no intermediate seigneurs, thus continuing on H e Royale 

the policy of Acadia. It was well-known that the Acadians 

harboured a special dislike for the seigneurial system and 

16 for paying rents of any kind. 

There are only incidental traces of agriculture in 

the records, and the evidence, though frequently optimistic, 

seems to point to the overall adverse conditions under which 

the Acadians farmed on H e Royale. In his memorial of 1716, 

L'Hermitte wrote admiringly of seeing wheat, oats, flax 

the likes of which he had never seen in France even, beans, 

corn* asparagus dating from Nicolas Denys' time, pumpkins, 

melons and cucumbers. ' 

When he became the commandant at Port Toulouse in 

1715 following his apparently successful mission to Acadia, 
-1 Q 

Denys de la Ronde conducted experiments which he felt might 

16 Pontchartrain to Gaulin, March 23, 1714, AN, Cols., 
B 36, fol. 446. 

17 "Memoire de l'lle Royale," Dec. 1716, AFO, DFC, 
Amerique Septentrionale 1, item 134. 

18 Louis Denys dela Ronde was the grandson of Simon 
Denys who in 1650 had attempted a settlement at Saint-Anne 
on Cape Breton. He was born in Canada in 1675, and entered 
the service in France before coming to Port Royal as a lieu­
tenant in 1705. He became a captain in 1707, and from 1713 
served on H e Royale before being transferred to Canada in 
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be of some encouragement to other settlers. The results were 

enthusiastically recorded by L'Hermitte: "M. de la Ronde y 

a seme du froment, del'orge de deux especes, de l'avoine et 

19 du lin. Le tout est venu en perfection et en maturite." 

The following year Saint-Ovide visited Port Toulouse and con­

firmed his colleague's observation: 

Le froment y vient bien, le bled noir, l'avoine 
et toute sorte de legumes. M.' de la Ronde en fait 
1'experience cette annee. Je ne puis m'empe'cher de 
faire connaitre son activite et de lui rendre justice. 
C'est un digne sujet tres convenable a un nouvel 
etablissement. II a fait dans celui-ci beaucoup de 
depenses pour y defricher des terres qu'il va faire 
cultiver.... ° 

In December 1716, though de la Ronde apparently re­

mained at Port Toulouse, de Beaucours arrived as the new 

commandant. He also undertook some planting, but his efforts 

21 were disappointing. Apart from the officers dela Ronde and 

de Beaucours, and the habitant Jean Pitre, who led the 

attempted agricultural settlement at the Petit Saint-Pierre 

1719. Governor Costebelle described him as a good and ener­
getic officer, but looked forward to the day when age (he was 
forty im 1715) would mellow his temperament and free him from 
the influence of frequently doubtful relations (Costebelle to 
Pontchartrain, Nov. 28, 1715, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 154). 

19 "Memoire de l'lle Royale," Dec. 1716, AFO, DFC, 
Amerique Septentrionale 1, item 134. 

20 Saint-Ovide to Council of the Marine, Nov. 30, 
1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol.' 238v. 

21 Beaucours to Council of the Marine, Nov. 19, 1717, 
AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 246. 
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River in 1715 and 1716, only four other individuals appear 

to have been involved in farming as their principal occupa­

tion between 1724 and 1734.22 Judging from the fact that 

three of the four were widows with families, and the fourth, 

Louis Marchand dit Poittiers, qualified in 1717 as a "vrai 

vagabond et parBsseux," -> it would appear that the jardinage 

referred to here was of little consequence. 

In 1726 Governor Saint-Ovide gave permission to 

several inhabitants frcrm Port Toulouse to clear land for them-

24 selves on H e Madame, across from Saint Peter's Bay. It 

seemed s©me. were actually preparing to settle-there in 1727.2* 

Though there is no way of ascertaining the number, it would 

seem likely that many of the Acadian settlers maintained 

small gardens, thus procuring for themselves at least some 

of the essential dietary amenities. 

Besides these inconclusive references to farming, it 

is certain that the settlers who came to H e Royale in 1714 

?6 
took some livestock with them. During the winter of 1715-16, 

22 Cf. Censuses of H e Royale for 1724, 1726 and 1734, 
AFO, Gl 467, items 64, 68 and 69. 

23 "Recensement des habitants Accadiens...," /Nov^/ 
1717, AFO, Gl 467, item 58. 

24 Maurepas to Saint-Ovide, June 10, 1727, AN, Cols., 
B 50, fol.' 584.' 

25 Saint-Ovide to Maurepas, Nov. 10, 1727, AN, Cols., 
CUB 9, fol.' 54.' 

26 Cf. Aug. 18, 1714 o. s., PRO, CO 217 1 , fol. 201. 
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however, what little there was was greatly reduced because of 

27 
the lack of fodder. The constant complaint of the Acadians, 

in effect, was the lack of pasture land available to them in 

the colony, and the equal lack of hay for winter fodder-

One of the allegations of the discontented Acadians 

who remained on H e Royale in 1730 was that at Port Toulouse 

the commandant, Michel de la Valliere interfered with their 

cutting hay for their own use, and even sought to confiscate 

"celuy que nous avions amassee avec beaucoup de peine et de 

depense dans des endroits bien eloigne." ' 

Thus, instead of strengthening the economy of H e 

Royale, agriculture as it existed had no effect beyond the 

family tables of those who made the effort to keep gardens. 

The authorities at Louisbourg as well as at Versailles were 

embittered for having so poorly succeeded in removing the 

entire agricultural assets of Acadia to H e Royale. 

The first trace of official impatience is found in a 

letter from Governor de Costebelle in 1715 in which he com­

plained of the Acadians' procrastination.-' The following 

27 De la Forest to Pontchartrain, Jan. 28, 1716, AN; 
Cols., CUB 1, fol. 475. 

28 Cf. Pain to Costebelle, Sept. 23, 1713, AN, Cols., 
C11C 7, fol.1 227; "Memoire du sieur Bourdon," /17l4/, AN, 
Cols., CUB 1, fol. 112v. 

29 Acadians of Port Toulouse to Maurepas, Oct. 1, 
1730, AN, Cols., CUB 11, fol. 222V-223. 

30 Costebelle to Council of the Marine, Sept. 9, 
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year he wrote more severely albeit accurately of "ces peuples 

naturellement faineants, guere disposes a entreprendre /des 

travaux considerables/."-^ It was not without some consider­

able effort that agriculture was possible on H e Royale, and 

for the settlers who immigrated from Acadia, effort in agri­

culture was very much akin to hardship. For them the pursuit 

of agriculture had been such that hard work was not essential 

to a comfortable existence. It follows that they should shy 

away from H e Royale and the manifold declarations of praise 

of the colony's potential, and cling to the more tangible 

amenities of life in Acadia. 

The authorities came reluctantly to the conclusion 

that to press for Acadian mass removal was unrealistic. In 

1727 the new engineer for H e Royale, Louis Verville, sug­

gested the Acadians might be more useful if they stayed put 

in Acadia than if they all removed to lie Royale, where it 

was found feeding even the troops of the garrison strained 
32 the available resources. This observation was summarily 

disposed of by the Council of the Marine.JJ The Regency 

1715, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 130v. 

31 Minutes of the Council of the Marine, Feb. 26, 
1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 26. 

32 Ibid., March 30, 1718, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 128v. 

33 lPid-°, cf° the marginal comment initialed by the 
Count of Toulouse, "Chef du Conseil de la Marine", and the 
Marechal d'Estrees, "President du Conseil de la Marine". 
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Council, however, overruled the confused and leisurely peers 

of the Council of the Marine, and in July issued the following 

instructions to Governor Saint-Ovide: 

...Sa Mt. regarde toujours comme ses sujets les 
habitants francais qui sont a l'accadie quoy qu'ils 
soient restes sur une terre etrangere et elle recom-
mande au sr. de Saint-Ovide de les entretenir dans 
la fidelite qu'ils doivent avoir toujours pour Sa 
Mte.... Ces peuples peuvent etre tres utile a la 
colonie en restant fidels a Sa Mte....-' 

The most lucid appraisal of the whole situation of 

the Acadian immigration was tendered to the Chairman of the 

Council of the Marine, the Count of Toulouse, in a memorial 

35 written in 1717, probably by Dominique de la Marche. ^ He 

defined the situation as follows: 

34 Instructions for Saint-Ovide, July 18, 1718, AN, 
Cols., B 40, fol. 542. 

35 Father Dominique, a Recollect of the Province of 
Saint-Denis, came to H e Royale in 1713 and was frequently 
associated thereafter with the Crown's efforts to encourage 
the Acadian removal from Nova Scotia. In the summer of 1716, 
notably, he undertook a journey to Acadia, returned to Lou­
isbourg, and then left for France in November. Soubras, in 
a letter addressed to the Council of the Marine, referred to 
the account of the Acadian situation the Recollect was to 
render to the Council (Cf. Minutes of Council of the Marine, 
March 2, 1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 31v; Soubras to 
Council of the Marine, Nov. 28, 1716, AN, Marine, Bl 19, 
fol. 462v). 
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L'acadie estant un pays gras et fertile et les 
habitants ,v.y vivant depuis plusleurs annees dans 
le repos et la tranquility....il ne seroit point 
extraordinaire que ces peuples, penetres du repos 
et de l'abondance dont ils jouissent, et d'ailleurs 
peu instruits des /rescttsTy politiques d'une puis­
sance qui sous les apparences trompeuses d'une fa­
cile douceur, ne cherche qu'a les familiariser a 
son joug et se les assurer, se determinassent a pre-
ferer le bien reel dont ils jouissent aux avantages 
qu'on les a flatte jusqu'icy qu'ils pourroient trou-
ver a l'lle Royale et dont incontestablement il n'ont 
eu jusqu'icy aucun avant-gout.3° 

Hence the entire question of emigration from Nova 

Scotia was determined by the Acadians themselves. The ma­

jority preferred the tangible well-being they already knew 

to the vague and misleading references to the eventual pros­

perity of H e Royale. By staying put, furthermore, the farmers 

— those from Cobequid and Beaubassin particularly — added 

considerably to their traditional prosperity thanks to the 

carrying trade in grain and beef which developed after 1713 

between Baie Verte, Port Toulouse and Louisbourg. 

The Acadians who did feel H e Royale would be more 

attractive, economically, than their homeland were generally 

those who did not depend fortftfeirlivelihood first and fore­

most upon the quality of the soil. Though very few Acadians 

sought their livelihood in the fishery, the majority of the 

immigrants found a lucrative outlet in the coasting trade. 

Many more were proficient in the building trades, and in the 

36 "Memoire concernant les habitants de l'Acadie," 
1717, AN, Cols., CUD 8, fol. 40-40v. 
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early years the services they rendered were important to the 

colony. On top of these, who were generally diligent, an im­

pressive number of immigrants came to H e Royale avowing no 

occupation at all, and drawing their subsistance from the free 

supplies distributed by the Crown. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE ACADIANS'SHARE IN THE FISHING AND COASTING TRADE 

OF ILE ROYALE 

Compared with agriculture, fishing and coasting were 

in Acadia occupations of lesser importance, providing a means 

of livelihood to but a minority of Acadians. Nevertheless, 

when France reacted in 1713 to the losses she suffered in the 

North Atlantic by founding a new colony on Cape Breton Island, 

it was the cod fishery, and not agriculture, which became the 

economic base for the new venture. While Acadian farmers — 

the major part of the population of the former colony — re­

mained on their farms despite pressures from the authorities 

anxious to provide agricultural support for the new colony, 

several Acadians ventured to seek on H e Royale the oppor­

tunity to gain their livelihood from the sea, some as fisher­

men, others as coastal navigators. 

After 1713, the circumstances of the new colony pro­

vided the Acadians with a higher degree of sustained economic 

opportunity than they had known hitherto. The founding of 

Louisbourg as the bustling capital of H e Royale, and the in­

creasing demand for skilled coastal navigators and their ves­

sels to transport men, materials, munitions, foodstuffs and 

firewood for the government, augured well for Acadian navi­

gators in particular. Some Acadian fishermen were attracted 

by the prospect of sharing in the advantages available to 
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them in a new colony whose economic basis was the cod-fishery. 

Even the Acadian farmers who virtually all remained behind 

profited from H e Royale by supplying the new colony in grain 

and livestock, which was transported either in their own ves­

sels, or those of their H e Royale compatriots. 

Though fishing was not a major undertaking of the 

Acadians, many nevertheless had gained a living in a number 

of small settlements along the south coast of Acadia, and in 

the Port Royal region. On H e Royale, it would seem, a total 

of seven immigrants engaged in the fishery for at least part 
2 

of the period under study. At other times all save two were 

engaged in either coasting or carpentry. Also, though there 

is no way of ascertaining, it is conceivable that many Aca­

dians listed in the censuses as navigators may have served 

as crew on larger fishing vessels. 

The apparent low incidence of interest shown by the 

Acadians in the H e Royale fishery can be ascribed partly to 

1 Armstrong to Lords of Trade, Feb. 28, 1715/16 o. s., 
PRO, CO 217 1, fol. 141. See also J. B. Brebner, New England's 
Outpost, Acadia before the Conquest of Canada, New York," Co-
lumbia University Press, 1927, p. 68-69.' 

2 Cf. Appendix 2, The findings of this study there­
fore contradict G. Massignon, Les parlers francais d'Acadie: 
Enquete lingulstique, Paris, Klincksieck, 1962, 2~vols"̂ ~"ln 
vol. I, p. 22 the author claims most of the H e Royale Aca­
dians were fishermen, on the basis of the censuses which re­
veal many vessels belonging to Acadians (Cf. AFO, Gl 466, 
items 67, 68 and 69). However, these censuses clearly distin­
guish which vessels — the greater number — were employed in 
coasting, and which in the fishery. 
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the attitude of the French authorities. In their desire to 

have the agricultural resources of Acadia provide essential 

support to the economy of the new colony, they, unfortunately, 

did not expect the Acadians could also be attracted to the 

fishery- On the other hand, Samuel Vetch, who was Governor 

at Port Royal following the surrender of 1710, and who ins­

pired the first formal policy pronouncement by the British 

on the Acadians in 1715, claimed that: 

...their skill in the fishery as well as the cul­
tivating the soil must inevitably make that island by 
such an accession of people at ovre the most powerful 
colony the French have in America and of the greatest 
danger and damage to all the British colonys....^ 

The French authorities' concept of the Acadians, 

however, was an exclusively agricultural one: "Ils s'adon-

neront a leurs cultures n'etant point acoutumes a faire la 

pesche." Presently, however, the correspondence recorded, 

almost as an official afterthought, the possibility of draw­

ing more of them to H e Royale as fishermen: "/Au Port Dau­

phin/ ils trouveront de bonnes terres, les plus beaux bois 

du monde et m§me un peu de peche."-' 

3 Vetch to Lords of Trade, Nov. 24, 1714, PRO, CO 
217 1, fol. 97v. 

4 Pontchartrain to L'Fermitte, F^b. 28, 1714, AN, 
Cols., B 36, fol. 425v. 

5 Id. to Durand, March 23, 1714, AN, Cols., B 36, 
fol. 447v. 
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By the late summer of 1714, as the Acadians' first 

impressions became more and more unfavourable to an agricul­

tural settlement, the local authorities actively began bringing 

their attention to the fishery. Memorials described the Port 

Toulouse area, where, very early, the immigrants tended to 

settle, a.s abounding in fish, its shores covered with flat-

stone for drying, and immediately behind, the plentiful fir 
7 

for building shanties and staging. 

Throughout 1714, a total of thirty Acadians were 

granted permission to take up lots and pursue the fishery 

out of Port Toulouse. However, Jacques L'Hermitte reported 
p 

that only four vessels had actually begun fishing by August. 

Nor did the Port Toulouse fishery prosper in the years fol­

lowing. Notwithstanding 1714 and 1717, which were described 

o 

as abundant years, the reports on the industry for the fol­
lowing years are negligible insofar as Port Toulouse was 

6 L'Hermitte to Pontchartrain, Aug. 25, 1714, AN, 
Cols., CUB 1, fol. 58. 

7 "Memoire sur l'lle Royale," ̂ Autumn of 1714/, AN, 
Cols., CUB 1, fol. 13v-

8 L'Hermitte, "Memoire des habitants del'Acadie qui 
sont venus voir les terres de l'lle Royale," Aug. 25, 1714, 
AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 104v-105. 

9 "Coppie des Memoires du sieur de la Fosse," Nov-
11, 1714, AFO, DFC, Amerique Septentrionale 1, item 30; Sou­
bras to Pontchartrain, Oct. 27, 1714, AN, Cols., C11B 1, 
fol. 88; Minutes of Council of the Marine, April 1, 1718, 
AN, Cols., CUB 3, fol. 23. 
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concerned. In 1719 there appeared to be no cod-fishing out 

of Port Toulouse. In 1723 one goelette was noted, while the 

Island as a whole engaged 210 chaloupes and thirty-four goe-

lettes, the gross product of which was more than 3«2 mil-

12 l|on livres for the year. 

In 1727, 280 chaloupes and 20 goelettes fished out 

of H e Royale, to a value totalling nearly 2.4 million livres 

13 

Of these two gcglettes were from Port Toulouse. In the sum­

mer season of 1729 the total for the colony was twenty-six 

bateaux and goelettes and 327 chaloupes, of which, again, 

two of the former were from Port Toulouse. The autumn season 

counted a further 262 chaloupes, none of which fished from 
14 

Port Toulouse. 

In the 1730's the value of the cod-fishery continued 

to increase in H e Royale, averaging 3*5 million livres in 

1730, 1731 and 1733. At Port Toulouse, however, still only 

10 Saint-Ovide and Soubras to Council of the Marine, 
Jan. 9, 1719, AN, Cols., CUB 4,"fol. 22. 

11 The goelette was a larger vessel used for off­
shore fishing on the Grand Banks, while the chaloupe was 
better suited to the in-shore or coastal fishery. ~ 

12 'Pgche et commerce", 1723, Kov. 24, 1723, AN, Cols., 
CUB 6, fol. 245-245v. 

13 "P§che de morue et commerce", 1727, AN, Cols,j 
CUB 9, fol.' 259. 

14 "Liste general ...la pesche en 1729," Dec. 16, 
1729, AN, Cols., CUB 10, fol. 211. 
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two goelettes fished in 1730, one in 1731 and 1732, and none 

in 1733.15 

The principal reason for the meagre interest shown 

in the cod-fishery by the Acadians of Port Toulouse was its 

distance from the nearest fishing grounds. At Port Toulouse 

these were accessible only to the larger bateaux and goe­

lettes, while the ordinary vehicle of the habitant fisher­

men, the small chaloupes, were not practical for the fish-

l 7 ery. ' Chaloupes for the in-shore fishery were used, however, 

at H e Madame and Canceau (r> cdern Canso) to the south, and 
I o 

along the coast of H e Royale to the eastward of Louisbourg. 

Although it lay in Nova Scotia, Canceau harboured in 

1717 six Frenchmen who fished among the English. Their ac­

knowledged leader was one Claude Petitpas, an Acadian, whose 

15 "Peche de morue et commerce", 1730, 1731, 1733, 
AN, Cols., CUB 11, fol. 69; CUB 12, fol. 64; CUB 14, fol. 
232; "Liste des^jattiments/ qui ont fait la pesche d'ete...", 
Dec. 27, 1732, AN, Cols., CUB 13, fol. 242. 

16 In 1724, three Acadians from Port Toulouse —two 
having come as children with their parents, and the third, 
Francois Coste — operated four "batteaux ou goelettes" for 
the fishery ("Recensement general.. .He Royale", Nov. 20, 
1724, AFO, Gl 467, item 67)* In 1726 two Acadians -— Ber­
nard Lssonde and Jean Fougere — owned three "batteaux ou 
goelettes" (Recensement general...He Royale", 1726, AFO, Gl 
467, item 68). 

17 L'Hermitte, "Memoire sur l'lle Royale", Dec. 1716, 
AFO, DFC, Amerique Septentrionale 1, item 134. 

18 Note in the censuses for 1724, 1726 and 1734, AFO, 
Gl 467, items 67, 68 and 69, the higher incidence of chaloupes 
along the poast east of Louisbourg. 
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doubtful allegiance was a source of embarassment not only for 

19 
the French, but for the English and the Indians as well. 

Besides Petitpas, his son and son-in-law Lasonde, two other 

Acadians fished at Canso about 1718. They operated a total of 

20 
nineteen chaloupes. In 1718 they were all driven away by 

captain Smart, and in later years only Lasonde continued to 

pursue the fishery at Port Toulouse. 

Two more Acadian fishermen settled at Petit de Grat 

on H e Madame. One was Nicolas Petitpas, a nephew to Claude. 

He seems to have come there about 1718, and engaged in both 

fishing and carpentry until sometime between 1726 and 1734 

19 The exciting episodes which colour the lives of 
Claude Petitpas and his sons during the period suggests a 
flourish which is not generally associated with the Acadians. 
Throughout his life Petitpas was intimately associated with 
the Indians, speaking their language, marrying an Indian girl, 
and serving as official government interpreter among them for 
a brief period before his death in 1732 at the age of 69. The 
Louisbourg authorities described him as "un francais sans 
aveu". Difficulties which arose between the British and the 
French at Canso were alleged to have been inspired by him and 
hj" eldest son, Barthelemy. Two younger halfbreed sons grew 
up in similar circumstances. Barthelemy spent three years in 
Boston preparing to become the agent for the British among the 
Indians of Nova Scotia. He was apprehended by the French and 
exiled for several years in France. He later returned to H e 
Royale, however, and eventually succeeded his father as 
French interpreter to the Indians until the siege of Louis­
bourg in 1745, after which he was taken to Boston and im­
prisoned. He died in prison in Boston, ironically, two ̂ ears 
later at the age of sixty (Cf. PRO, CO 217 3, fol. 176v; AN, 
Cols., B 59, fol. 516; CUB 5, fol. 43; CUB 10, fol. 67v-
68; F2C 3, fol. 556; AFO, G3 204l, 25 feet /microfilm/. 

20 "Liste des habitants faisant la pSche...", /I718/, 
AN, Cols., CUB 3, fol. 206. 
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when, according to the census of the latter year, he removed 

to Louisbourg. He was later chosen by Governor Duquesnel as 

captain of one of the two companies of the civilian militia 

21 
of Louisbourg. The other fisherman was Pierre Simon dit 

Boucher. 

TWo Acadian immigrants actually prospered in the H e 

Royale cod-fishery. One was Jean Rodrigue22 of Louisbourg, 

who in 1721 claimed to be the first Acadian to settle in H e 

Royale. The other was Joseph Mirande ^ of L'Indienne. As 

their name might suggest, they were 'both of Portuguese ex­

traction. 

21 Duquesnel to Maurepas, Oct. 19, 1741, AN, Cols., 
CUB 23, fol. 46-48. 

22 Rodrigue was born apparently in Viana do Castelo, 
Portugal, and came to Acadia sometime before he married into 
a prominent merchant family of the colony, the Le Borgnes, in 
1707- He had served as the King's pilot at Port Royal, and 
after 1710, he received a similar commission at Dunkerque. 
He later came to Quebec, and then, in 1714, to H e Royale. 
In Louisbourg he prospered in fishing and trade. At his death 
in 1733 °r 1734 he had become one of the principal merchants 
of the colony (Cf. AN, Cols., CUB 5, fol. 71-71v; and fol. 
403v; AFO Gl 467, Censuses of H e Royale; G3 2040, 25 feet 
/microfilm/, and 2046, 20 feet /microfilm/; PANS, Ms. item 
26, March 16, 1707). 

23 Joseph Mirande was a native of Beaubassin, the 
son of a Portuguese fisherman who had immigrated to Acadia 
before 1680. Though in 1707 he did some farming at Beaubassin, 
he turned to the cod-fishery when he immigrated to H e Royale 
with his family in 1713. The censuses of 1724 and 1726 attest 
to his standing in the cod-fishery. He died sometime between 
1726 and 1734, for the census of the latter year records 
Mirande's widow as having abandoned the habitation at L'In­
dienne to a caretaker, and carried on her late husband's 
fishery from Petit Lorembecq (Cf. AFO, Gl 466-1, p. 138, 163, 
224, and 252 /PAC transcript/, and Gl 467, items 67, 68 and 69). 
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However disappointing on the whole Acadian involve­

ment in the H e Royale cod-fishing industry turned out to be, 

the majority of the immigrants nevertheless did earn their 

living from the sea. Attracted by the novelty of cash payments 

and the strong demand for coasting in the colony, most of the 

sixty-six immigrants from Acadia became coasters, sometimes 

on a full-time basis, but mostly in conjunction with some 

other activity or trade. 

Just as in Canada, all the traffic in merchandise and 

manpower essential to the life and comfort of the colonv was 

dependent unon water transport. This was even more important 

in H e Royale than in Canada, or in British North America, 

where the colonies were capable of easing the burden of their 

respective mother countries by producing many of their re­

quirements. H e Royale, however, bad to import all varieties 

of foodstuffs from France, Quebec, New England, the West In-
24 

dies and Nova Scotia. 

Coasting was never on H e Royale the exclusive area 

of the Acadian immigrants. The entire civilian population of 

24 Before continuing the study of the Acadian involve­
ment in the H e Royale coasting tr^de, it is well to indicate 
the limitations of such a study. The only records are those 
involving payments by the government. The accounts of mer­
chants engaged in the coasting trade on their own behalf, or 
of navigators who carried merchandise for other private in­
dividuals are not extant or have not been uncovered. Private 
records such as these are essential to a fully-comprehensive 
picture of the coasting trade of H e Royale. 
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the colony was associated, directly or indirectly, with the 

sea, as dictated by both geography and economics. The essen­

tial requirement for coasting was, of course, a vessel of 

but moderate draught. Thus a very high proportion of the po­

pulation of H e Royale — officers as well as civilians — 

were experienced and able, theoretically at least, to either 

fit out a vessel or serve as crew, and thus compete for the 

profits of both the coasting trade and the fishery. 

The real situation, however, was otherwise, as sug­

gested by an observation of the engineer Pierre Boucher. He 

claimed the habltant class was at a disadvantage insofar as 

2^ 

coasting was concerned. J Their limited means made it diffi­

cult for the members of this class to compete with the weal­

thy and experienced merchants of Louisbourg. These, by their 

proximity to the seat of government and the port to which all 

legitimate ocean traffic to H e Royale came initially, were 

in a position to be favoured with the more lucrative con­

tracts, especially for the carrying of building materials, 

and the annual supplies of foodstuffs. Jean Rodrigue might be 

mentioned as a case in point. 

Geography, however, favoured Port Toulouse, which 

became the most considerable trading and transport area after 

Louisbourg. This was due chiefly to the proximity to Acadia, 

25 Boucher to Council of the Marine, Nov. 13, 1723, 
AN, Cols., CUB 6, fol. 319. 
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whence came regular shipments of foodstuffs. Also, Port Tou­

louse afforded adequate shelter for contraband traffic from 

New England. 

In proportion to their population, the Acadians in the 

1720's were the most active coasters in terms of vessels em­

ployed. In 1724 they formed 19$ of the population of H e 
?6 

Royale. Of a total of thirty-one vessels employed in the 

coasting trade that year, as reported for the first time in 

27 
a census, ten, or 32$, were owned by Acadians. Two years 

later, though only twenty-nine vessels were recorded, thir­

teen, or nearly 45$, belonged to Acadians, twelve of whom 
28 

were from Port Toulouse. 

With the decline of general conditions in Port Tou­

louse after 1726, many Acadians left the community, a few set­

tling at Louisbourg, but most returning to Acadia. By 1734 • 

there were only seven Acadian vessels engaged in coasting 

29 and trade, and only five at Port Toulouse. 

The major coasting activity of the H e Royale Aca­

dians was the grain and livestock traffic between Nova Scotia 

26 "Recensement general.. .He Royale," Nov. 20, 1724, 
AFO, Gl 467, item 67. 

27 Ibid. 

28 "Recensement g e n e r a l . . . H e Roya le , " 1726, AFO, Gl 
467, i t em 68 . 

29 "Recensement gene ra l . , . . H e Royale , 1734," Oct. 20, 
1734, AFO, Gl 467, $3}em 69. 
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and H e Royale, which they shared witr -the coasters of Acadia. 

The founding of a French colony on H e Royale had introduced 

for the farmers of Nova Scotia an era of increased prosperity. 

The requirements of Louisbourg and the outports were handily 

met by the Acadian farming settlement of Mines, Piziquid, 

Cobequid and Beaubassin. The grain and livestock of Acadia 

were taken overland to Chignecto, whence Acadian coasters 

carried them along the north shore of Nova Scotia, through 

the Strait of Canso and on to Louisbourg especially, and to 

the outports as well. This local coasting trade was perfectly 

suited to the modest resources and small vessels of the Acadian 

navigators, especially those from Port Toulouse. These, located 

as they were between Louisbourg and Baie Verte, retained the 

closest ties with Acadia. 

Supplying the colony with foodstuffs was, of course, 

the most important feature of all traffic to H e Royale. There 

existed as well innumerable services and amenities upon which 

depended the stevelopment of the colony and which in turn were 

invariably dependant upon the local coasting trade. Not only 

was Louisbourg obliged to import virtually all foodstuffs, 

save for the meagre produce of a handful of private gardens, 

but the materials for the fortifications and, in very few 

years from the first settlement, the firewood for heating all 

of the King's buildings.3° Judging from the available crown 

30 The determining factor in choosing Louisbourg as 
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accounts, firewood was cut in the Port Toulouse area and 

31 transported to Louisbourg, usually by Acadian coasters. 

Though the building materials available on H e Royale 

were by all standards of inferior quality, for several years 

Jrhe authorities determined nevertheless to exploit these lo­

cal resources to the best advantage in order to offset the 

high cost of importing their needs from France. Thus, free­

stone was quarried at L'Indienne and frequently Acadian coas­

ters participated in transporting brick from the kilns at 

Port Toulouse to the works at Louisbourg until 1725, the year 

32 the industry was discontinued. 

Though not directly involved in the legitimate ocean 

trade with France, Quebec, New England or the West Indies, 

Acadian coasters neverbheless participated. The harbour at 

Louisbourg having no docking facilities, lighters were used 

the capital of H e Royale had been its fine harbour and its 
location near the fishing banks, which favoured the exploi­
tation of the cod-fishery by a permanent civilian population, 
fhe logistics of erecting and maintaining a naval fortress to 
protect the interests of France in North America were rmade 
subject to the requirements of a strong economic base for the 
colony. 

31 "Recette et depense," 1730, 1731, 1732, 1733, 1734, 
AN, Cols., C11C 11, fol. 44-48v; fol. 49-53v; fol. 67-72; fol. 
77-83v; fol. 84-90. In 1757, the engineer Grillot de Poilly 
reported that the inhabitants of Port Toulouse traded with 
Louisbourg in firewood, timber, poultry, garden produce and 
livestock. 

32 "Recette et depense, 1720," Nov. 12, 1720, AN, 
Cols., CUB 6, fol. 190v. 
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to discharge the cargoes from the large vessels which lay at 

anchor in the roadstead. On occasion an Acadian coaster at 

Louisbourg was called upon to assist in this function, or 

in moving ordinance from the King's stores to the fortifica­

tions. 

Local vessels were also employed annually in dis­

tributing supplies and munitions to the detachments in the 

outports, food rations to new immigrants and presents to ce­

ment the allegiance of the Indians who gathered for this pur-

34 pose at Port Toulouse. 

Each year there was some considerable movement of 

officials and troops throughout the colony. For purposes of 

morale, the companies detached outside of Louisbourg were 

brought back to the capital regularly, while other detach-
35 

ments were transported by vessel to replace them. The 

Governor, the Commissaire-ordonnateur or their delegates 

hired Acadians navigators to convey them on periodic tours 

of inspection throughout the colony. 

33 "Depenses, 1724,", Nov. 24, 1725, AN, Cols., 
C11C 7, fol. 258. 

34 "Recette et depense, 1732," Oct. 14, 1733, AN, 
Cols., C11C 11, fol. 69v. 

35 "Depenses, 1724," Nov. 24, 1725, AN, Cols., 
C11C 7, fol. 259v. 

36 Ibid, j "Payments faits, 1719," AN, Cols., CUB 
4, fol. 217; "Recette et depense, 1733," Oct. 28, 1734, AN, 
Cols., C11C 11, fol. 80v„ 
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The area which presumably reaped the highest benefits 

for Acadian coasters from Port Toulouse was the traffic in 

contraband merchandise from New England. However, there are 

no documentary traces of a specific nature. One encounters 

references to the notoriety of Port Toulouse as well as Petit 

de Grat as the ports where contraband was unloaded. Bourgeois 

merchants from Louisbourg, and the officers of the Port Tou­

louse detachment, as well as Acadian navigators, would meet 

the New England vessels and distribute their cargoes to Lou-

37 isbourg and the other markets along the coast of H e Royale. 

Though official concern from Versailles regularly sug­

gested that H e Royale enjoyed far greater amenities emanating 

from New England than were authorized,3 the local authorities, 

as in all the colonies, tolerated the unauthorized traffic, 

and frequently concurred in it. 

Occasionally, there was opportunity on H e Royale for 

singular recognition in the case of individuals endowed with 

the sciences of navigation. In 1715, Louis Denys de la Ronde, 

the commandant at Port Toulouse, had recommended Joseph Dugas 

for a commission as pilot to assist in the difficult access 

to the harbour, Though he did not receive the post, Dugas, 

37 Maurepas to Saint-Ovide and Lenormant, May 19, 
1733, AN, Cols., B 59, fol. 523v-524. 

38 De Mezy, "Memoire pour servir a MM. les officier? 
de l'Amiraute...," May 16, 1726, AN, Cols., CUB 8, fol. 201. 
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who had immigrated from Mines in 1714, became a prominent 

coaster. He figured frequently in the annua] coasting accounts 

of the Crown. 

Another impressive navigator was Francois Coste, a 

Provencal mariner who had immigrated to Acadia towards 1692 

when he was barely twenty years old. He settled just outside 

Port Royal where in 1707 he raised twenty-four head of live­

stock. He was one of the first Acadians to leave his adopted 

homeland and immigrate to H e Royale. He settled at Port Tou­

louse in 1714. 

In 1717 Coste achieved some notoriety when the port 

captain of the colony, Pierre Morpain, refused to risk piloting 

a transport vessel through a violent autumn gale into the un­

familiar Bay of Saint-Pierre to Port Toulouse. Taking over from 

the celebrated freebooter and adventurer, Coste manoeuvred the 

vessel along the channel, through the Bay, and into the har­

bour at Toulouse, to the general admiration of all on board. ' 

The following year, on the recommendation of the Lou­

isbourg authorities, Coste was awarded a commission to assist 

40 

those vessels requiring a pilot at Port Toulouse. To supple­

ment his meagre stipend, Coste engaged prominently in coasting 

throughout the period. There is reference in the Crown 

39 De la Boularderie to Council of the Marine, /Nov^/ 
1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 284. 

40 "Brevet de pilotte cottier...," Aug. 1, 1718, AN, 
Cols., B 40, fol. 560-560V. 
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accounts for 1719 to his having served "en qualite de maftre 

sur la goelette du Roy." 

Though the Acadians who settled at Port Toulouse were 

not attracted generally to the cod fishery, the sea was 

nevertheless a major factor of the prosperity of the commu­

nity- Port Toulouse did prosper, for a time, thanks in part 

to the fortunate concurrence of gepgraphy and the aptitudes 

of the Acadian immigrants for coastal navigation and boat­

building. Situated as they were between Acadia and Louis­

bourg, the Acadians of Port Toulouse were in the most fa­

vourable position on H e Royale to profit from the oppor­

tunities afforded by the carrying trade of the colony. Port 

Toulouse with its sheltered harbour, a full day's journey 

from the capital, offered the desired security for the lucra­

tive New England contraband trade. 

Unfortunately, the late 1720's and the early 1730's 

were characterized by the interference of the officers of 

the Port Toulouse detachment of troops, who used the in­

fluence of their positions to compete with and exclude the 

habitants. This occasioned for the latter the serious ma­

terial disadvantages which heralded the decline of the com­

munity. Nevertheless, thanks to the development of the coas­

ting trade, Port Toulouse had known prosperous years which 

41 "Etat des payments..., 1719," AN, Cols., CUB 4, 
fol. 217. 
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had rendered it the most thriving settlement after Louisbourg. 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE ACADIANS' SHARE IN CARPENTRY AND THE TRADES 

In appealing to the Acadians to immigrate to H e 

Royale, the first aim of France was to render the new col­

ony self-sufficient in the production of food staples. How­

ever desirable the concept was in order to insure the ba­

lanced economic situation required for the colony, the im­

plementation of this policy was a failure. Nevertheless, 

even before the authorities fully realized the extent of 

this failure, they were aware of the Acadians' versatility 

in other occupations of value to the fledgling colony. 

Chapter VII explained how the authorities, almost as an af­

terthought, attempted to attract them to the fishery, and to 

the developing coasting industry. 

Equally essential to the prosperity of the colony 

was the need for numerous tradesmen. The Acadians were well-

accustomed to the various trades and, eventually, it was as 

tradesmen — carpenters and builders mainly — that their 

diligence and skill attracted the attention of the officials 

in the colony: 

Ces peuples sont naturellement adroits et in-
dustrieux, stated an anonymous memorial of 1717"... 
Ils reussissent en tout ce qu'ils entreprennent. 
Ils ne doivent qu'a la nature la Constance qu'ils 
ont de plusieurs arts. Ils naissent forgerons, me-
nuisiers, tonneliers, charpentiers, constructeurs. 
Ils font par eux-memes les toilles et etoffes dont 
ils s'hablllent. Ainsy outre le deffrichement des 
terres de l'lle Royale, ils luy fourniroient un 
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nombre considerable de bons ouvriers qui contribu-
eroient a 1'avancement et la perfection de son etab-
lissement, plus sans comparaison que ne peut faire 
des personnes qui ne sont faits ny au climat ny aux 
usages du pays.1 

There existed an acute shortage of manpower for buil­

ding in H e Royale, and this shortage was overcome in part 

through the immigration of numerous Acadian tradesmen. Apart 

from the majority of carpenters and builders, whose services 

were invaluable especially in the early years, there were 

at least five tradesmen of a more specialized category who 
2 

came. Three were natives of France and served for a time in 

the garrison of the colony, while the other two were civilian 

tradesmen and natives, one of Quebec, the other >of Acadia. 

Thomas Jacob (or Jacau), a native of Saintes, Saint­

onge-̂ , had served as gunner (maitre canonnier) in Acadia 
4 

before coming to lie Royale with the garrison in 1713* In 
1705, he had married Anne Melanson, an Acadian. Later, in 

H e Royale, a daughter married a son of Jean Rodrigue, which 

1 "Memoire concernant les habitants de l'Acadie," 
1717, AN, Cols., CUD 8, fol. 40v. 

2 The censuses identify twelve Acadians as tradesmen, 
while eleven more divided their efforts between coasting and 
a trade. 

3 "Registres de l'Etat civil, Acadie," Oct. 15, 
1705, PANS, mso item 26, fol. 14. 

4 Saint-Ovide and Lenormant to Maurepas, Oct. 26, 
1737, AN, Cols., CUB 19, fol. 28-30vo 

5 "Registres de l'Etat civil, Acadie," loc. cit. 
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alliance served to maintain the Acadian connections of both 
6 

families. 

The other soldier-tradesmen were Pierre Part dit La-

forest, a blacksmith, and Nicolas Pugnant dit Destouches, a 

baker. Laforest, after serving in Acadia, where in 1707 he 

married an Acadian,' came to H e Royale in 1713. Following 

his discharge he set up a smithy at Louisbourg, for which he 
9 

was awarded a grant of land in 1721. Some time before May 

1?23 he removed to L'Indienne (modern Lingan) where he re­

sided briefly before settling at Niganiche (modern Ingonish). 

Destouches, born in Paris around 1665, also married 

an Acadian, at Port Royal in January 1710. She was a native 
12 13 

of La Rochelle. Destouches also came to H e Royale in 1713° 

6 "Registres du notariat, H e Royale," Jan. 18, 1758, 
AFO, G3 2041 continued, 45 feet /microfilm/. 

7 "Registres de l'Etat civil, Acadie," Feb. 3, 1707, 
PANS, ms. item 26, fol. 19. 

8 'Liste des personnes venues de l'Acadie,", 1713, 
AFO, Gl 467-3A, p. 297 /PAC transcript/. 

9 Oct. 22, 1721, AFO, Gl 466-2, p. 21 /PAC transcript/« 

10 Louis XV, May 31, 1723, AN, Cols., C11C 16, +15 
feet /microfilm/. 

11'Recensement general des habitants etablis a l'isle 
Royale," Nov. 20, 1724, AFO, Gl 467, item 68. 

12 "Registres de l'Etat civil, Acadie," Jan. 8, 1710, 
PANS, ms. 26, -fol. 33o' 

13 "Liste des personnes venues de l'Acadie," 1713, 
AFO, Gl 467-3A, P. 297 /P\C transcript/. 
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He took up property at Louisbourg in a choice location along 

the Quay, where later, in 1716, he carried or hi^ frr*de as a 

civilian. He also was awarded a grant of the property in 

1723, In 1723, he was reported, like so many Louisbourgers, 

supplementing his income through the sale of spirits at his 

\e £ 

16 

15 
home. As late as 1734 he still resided at the same property 

and engaged in his trade. 

The civilian higher tradesmen were Jean Corporon and 

"Bourisse". The former is mentioned in the 1730's as being a 

17 
caulker, born in Acadia in 1676. Before removing to H e 

Royale he had resided at Mines. Bourisse was a woodworker 

(menulsier), a native of Quebec who had settled in Port Royal 

prior to coming to H e Royale. In 1727 he was awarded a grant 

of land outside Louisbourg, near the Dauphin Gate. 

Apart from these individuals, the artisan class of 

H e Royale mostly comprised Acadians who, like in all pioneering 

groups, had been forced to become skilled not only in farming, 

14 "Etat des terrains concedes dans Louisbourg," Oct. 
24, 1734, AN, Cols., CUB 15, fol. 26-50. 

15 "Estat des emplacements concedes a Louisbourg," 
1723, AN, Cols., CUB 39, item 111. 

16 "Etat des terrains.,.," Oct. 24, 1734, AN, Cols., 
CUB 15, fol. 26-50. 

17 Inventalre sommalre des Archives departementales 
anterieures a 1790T Charente Inferieufe, Se?Te~BT~Registre 268. 

18 /Land grants/, Aug. 4, 1727, AFO, Gl 466-2, p. l4l-
142 /PAC transcript/. 
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btat in construction, carpentry and woodworking as well. "Le 

travail le plus ordinaire des Acadiens est la charpente," 

wrote Saint-Ovide in 171?.19 Acadian settlers had always 

built and finished their own houses, outbuildings and boats. 

They had always made their own wooden implements and house­

hold furnishings, and the diligence of their wives had always 

kept their families supplied in homespun. This was especially 

necessary in Acadia where the small population and the parti­

cularly insular circumstances of the colony failed to attract 

any considerable trade from abroad. 

In the first years of the H e Royale colony — 1713, 

1714 and 1715 notably — the primary preoccupation was to 

provide shelter for the officials, the civilian population 

20 from Newfoundland, and new immigrants from France. Governor 

Costebelle, before leaving Plaisance for H e Royale, expressed 

the hope that the ACadians would rise to the task and come to 

H e Royale in anticipation of the large quantity of contracts 

21 for building which awaited them in the new colony. 

Though it is not possible to ascertain all the work 

19 Saint-Ovide to Council of the Marine, Nov. 12, 
1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 130. 

20 In 1713 approximately 160 persons came to H e 
Royale (AFO, Gl 467-3A, p. 297 /PAC transcript/), while in 
1716 the census recorded the population of the colony as 
1470 Recensement des habitants..,1716," AFO, Gl 467-3B, 
p. 595-603 /PAC transcript/).' 

21 Costebelle to Pontchartrain, July 9, 1713, AN, 
Cols., C11C 7, fol. 202v. 
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performed by individual craftsmen, the scattered references 

available do suggest that the work of Acadian carpenters and 

builders enjoyed a high reputation. 

In the summer of 1714, for instance, a group of itin­

erant Acadians sailed along the H e Royale coast to Louis­

bourg, probably to verify reports that the new colony offered 

prosperity to diligent enterprisers. While at Louisbourg, they 

built a house with adjoining store for Jean Rodrigue.22 Later, 

in the 1720's and 1730's, when Rodrigue became one of the 

colony's leading merchants, it was from these same buildings 

that the destinies of the family enterprises were guided for 

many years. 

It was Acadians who supplied part of the lumber re­

quired by de Mezy, the recently-arrived successor to Soubras 

as Commissaire-ordonnateur, when he set about in 1721 to 

build a complex of stone buildings. Situated upon the Quay 

on a lot next to that of Rodrigue, these buildings housed the 

Intendance until the final capture of Louisbourg in 1758. ̂  

Many Acadians were involved in work for the Crown in 

the early years of the establishment. In connection with this 

work there occured frequent inconsistencies between official 

22 "A Declaration of Denis Godet and Bernard Godet, 
Brothers, inhabitants at the top of the River of Annapolis 
Royal," Sept. 13, 1714 n. s., PRO, CO 217 2, fol. 10-11. 

23 De Mezy to Council of the Marine, Nov- 24, 1721, 
AN, Cols., C11C 15, fol. 206. 
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policy and its implementation. For instance, the Crown had 

allowed itself to fall in arrears in paying the Acadiansfor 

work done in the colony. This had contributed not inconsider­

ably to turn the minds of the Acadians from the merits of 

24 immigrating to H e Royale. It was not until 1717 finally 

that a note to Soubras from the Council of the Marine sug-

2") 
gested action was to be taken to effect redress. 

Though the garrison included tradesmen, the author­

ities preferred Acadians for government contracts, for sol-

26 
diers had the reputation of being extraordinarily slow. 

Thus, Acadian carpenters were hired for the works undertaken 

27 by the Crown at Port: Toulouse in the summer of 1715= Later, 

in 1725, the church and rectory at the Indian mission of Mir-

liguech, complete save for the masonry and some woodwork, was 

28 
ascribed to Acadians. 

All in all, however, the economy of H e Royale never 

developed to the degree anticipated earlier by Governor Coste­

belle in 1713. Builders and carpenters more often than not 

24 "Memoire concernant les habitants de l'Acadie," 
1717, AN, Cols., CUD 8, fol. 40v; 'Conseil, sur les francais 
etablis 4 l'Acadie," June 5, 1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 112, 

25 Council of the Marine to Soubras, June 26, 1718 
/sio pro "1717^7, AN, Cols., B 39, fol- 285v. 

26 V. g. Soubras to Morpain, July 7, 1716, AN, Cols., 
CUB 1, fol. 382-382V. 

27 Id. to Council of the Marine, Dec. 4, 1716, AN, 
cols., C U B 1, foi. 431. 

28 Saint-Ovide to Maurepas, Dec. 10, 1725, AN, Cols., 
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were unable to secure a livelihood in their trades. Soubras, 

probably the most enlightened official as far as the Acadian 

situation was concerned, reported of Port Toulouse late in 

1716, "L'habitation ...est remplie d'Acadiens qui ne deman-

dent que des entreprises et qui sont tous bons charpentiers."29 

In spite of the high regard that craftsmen rated in 

dispatches, memorials and reports, very little effective 

favour was awarded to individual enterprisers. A case in 

point was Jean Pitre's agricultural settlement at Petit Saint-

Pierre River between 1715 and 1717. Despite Soubras' initial 

subsidization of the experiment, that scheme failed abruptly 

because the colonial authorities refused the long-range sup­

port required. 

Another instance of an individual enterprise was the 
30 

sawmill on the Petit Saint Pierre River. At the urging of 

Soubras, Francois Boudrot of Port Toulouse, proposed to erect 

31 
"un petit moulin a deux scies."^ The Council of the Marine 

32 
concurred as early as April 1716, but it was the following 

CUB 7, fol. 191-193v. 

29 Soubras to Council of the Marine, Dec. 4, 1716, AN, 
Cols., CUB 1, fol. 431. 

30 Id. to Id., Oct. 31, 1715, AN, Cols., CUB 1, 
fol. I84v. 

31 Id. to Id., Jan. 8, 1717, AN, Cols., C11C 15, 
item 95° 

32 Council of the Marine to Soubras, April 22, 1716, 
AN, Cols., B 38, fol. 257. 
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spring before all arrangements were made. Undoubtedly, how­

ever, the enterprise failed, for the last recorded mention of 

the scheme refers to the grant of land along the River in tee 

autumn of 1717.33 

Actually, though official policy appeared to be sound 

enough in theory, the.interests of the local colonial author­

ities, the military officials especially, always seemed to 

overcome the aspirations of the humbler classes of the popu­

lation. The officers of the H e Royale garrison, and in par­

ticular those of the outports, as studied in Chapter V, were 

able to impose the status of their official positions upon 

the small enterprisers, like Francois Boudrot, or the Acadian 

coasters of Port Toulouse who had petitioned the Minister in 

1730,3 The situation so aptly described by the engineer 

Boucher seven years earlier-*-' in relation to the problems 

encountered on H e Royale by Acadian coasters applied as well 

to Acadian tradesmen. 

The more modest classes of H e Royale were thus at a 

disadvantage. There nevertheless was one area where the Aca­

dians might have excelled and enjoyed some prosperity both in 

33 Saint-Ovide and Soubras to Council of the Marine, 
Nov. 13, 1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 128. 

34 Petition of the Acadians to Maurepas, Oct. 1, 1730, 
AN, Cols., CUB 11, fol. 222-223V. 

35 Boucher to Council of the Marine, Nov. 13, 1723, 
AN, Cols., CUB 6, fol. 319. 
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the colony and possibly along the entire North American sea­

board. This was the boat-building industry. The trade of the 

shipwright could not easily be taken up by the military offi­

cer, the civil official or the settler at large, as could 

farming, fishing, coasting and the innumerable other means 

of livelihood of the pioneer- The art of boat-building is a 

more specialized one, demanding the sort of precision, training 

and experience which is not readily improvised. 

The economics and geography of Acadia had rendered 

many of its inhabitants, as L'Hermitte described the Acadians 

in his 1716 memorial, "fort ent^ndus et construisent des bat­

teaux eux-memes."3 In 1724 de Mezy enthusiastically classi­

fied the immigrants from Acadia into two groups: 

...charpentiers constructeurs attires par le quay 
/sic pro "gair^Z qu'ils ont fait, a. batir des goe­
lettes, ou cabaretiers qui ne pouvaient plus subsis-
ter a. l'Acadie... .3' 

The boat-building trade ought, then, to have been one 

area which the immigrant Acadians could count on as a perma­

nent economic outlet: of all colonial units in North Amer­

ica in the eighteenth century H e Royale was most dependant 

upon water transport to insure its lifelines. The entire 

period was one of constant trade in vessels — buildirg and 

36 "Memoire de l'lle Royale," Dec. 1716, AFO, DFC, 
Amerique Septentrionale ±, item 134. 

37 De Mezy to Maurepas, Nov. 15, 1724, AN, Cols., 
CUB 7, fol. 40v. 
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trading, buying and selling.-Despite this demand, however, 

the shipwrights of H e Royale were at as much a disadvantage 

as were the Acadians generally. The authorities of the Minis­

try of the Marine did not support a local boat-building in­

dustry. In H e Royale itself, furthermore, overall consider­

ations of the local economy precluded protecting the colony's 

shipwrights from the competition of New England vessels, 

which were both cheaper and of better quality. 

There was, nevertheless, some boat-building from the 

very start on H e Royale. Pontchartrain learned in 1715 that 

the first handful of immigrants at Port Toulouse had built a 

small vessel under the supervision and encouragement of Denys 

de la Ronde, the enthusiastic if somewhat idealistic comman-
38 

der of the detachment there. He later reported that the 

settlers fished in summer and "l'hiver ils construisent des 

batiments." In 1716, Governor CostebeUe wrote of three 

vessels built in the colony, two of which were being used to 

run supplies from Louisbourg to Port Toulouse for the benefit 

40 
of the Acadian immigrants. 

In the autumn of 1717, both Saint-Ovide and la. Ronde 

38 Pontchartrain to Soubras, June 4, 1715, AN, Cols., 
B 37, fol. 219v. 

39 La Ronde Denys to Council of the Marine, Dec. 3, 
1715, AN, Cols., CUB 1, fol. 232v. 

40 C o s t e b e l l e t o Council of the Marine, filet. 26, 
1716, AN, C o l s . , CUB 1, f o l . 409. 
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conceived separate plans whereby the valuable resources of the 

Acadian shipwrights might more profitably be employed. The 

extract of Saint-Ovide's letter to the Council reads: 

Comme le travail le plus ordinaire des Acadiens 
est la charpente il a fait ecrire a plusieurs jeunes 
habita-nts qu'il leur donneroit lesmoyens de s'occuper, 
etant dans le dessein defaire construire au Port Tou­
louse a ses depens un petit batiment de 160 tonneaux, 
mais comme il se trouve dans l'impossibilite de pou-
voir faire 1'achat des agres et apparaux, il supplie 
le Conseil de les luy faire accorder par le Roi. II 
est persuade que les constructions sont les plus surs 
moyens d'attirer les Acadiens de maniere a n'etre 
presque point a charge du Roi. 1 

To this suggestion was appended the following cold, 

forbidding and final observation: "II peut faire construire 

son bastimen, mais le Roy n'est pas en estat de luy accorder 

les agres et apparaux. /initialed/: LAB, Lmd." 

La Ronde's plan was similar: he wanted to have the 

Acadians build vessels for the requirements of the Crown in 

the colony. He described his project as "d'autant plus avan-

tageux au Port Toulouse qu'on attireroit par la un nombre de 

43 
jeunes Acadiens propre a ce travail." ̂  To this the author­
ities reacted with characteristic finality: 

41 Saint-Ovide to Council of the Marine (extract), 
Nov. 12, 1717, AN, Cols., CUB 2, fol. 130. 

42 Ibid.; "LAB" was Louis-Alexandre de Bourbon, Count 
of Toulouse, and "Lmd" was Victor-Marie d'Estrees, Marechal, 
respectively "Chef du Conseil de la Marine,", and 'President' du 
Conseil de la Marine." 

43 Saint-Ovide and Soubras to Council of the Marine, 
(extract), Nov. 13, 1717, AN, Cols., CUB 3, fol. 28. 
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Le Roy ne veut point faire construire de vaisseaux 
en ce pays-la mais si les marchands y en veulent bas-
tir aux meames conditions, le Roy y entretiendra un 
constructeurs a ses depens.^4-

In spite of this indifference on the part of the au­

thorities, the importance of boat-building in lie Royale was 

comparable to that of the Saint Lawrence valley, where the 

Crown offered bonuses based on tonnage to shipwrights. The 

papers of the notaries of Louisbourg contain regular entries 

attesting to the sale by Acadians of vessels which in all 

probability were built in Port Toulouse. They ranged from 

twenty to fifty and sixty tonneaux. Upon completion, they 

were sailed to Louisbourg where they were purchased by local 

merchants or merchants from the French Atlantic ports for 

prices ranging from 2000^ for the smaller goelettes to 4500^ 

for the larger batteaux. y 

In 1731, the Commissaire-ordonnateur, de Mezy, in 

order to encourage the industry, restricted the importation 

of Nextf England vessels. While in 1730 ten vessels had been 

purchased from New England, the following year de Mezy au­

thorized the purchase of no more than five. The result was 

encouraging, as de Mezy himself explained: 

44 Ibid. 

45 Cf. AFO, G3 2057 (1720), item 20; 2058 (1724), 
item 15; 2058 (1725), item 4; 2058 (1726), item 5 and item 
3j>; 2037 (1729), 20 feet /microfilm/; 2037 (1730), 56 feet 
/microfilm/. 
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Mon^opposition avoit tellement donne de la con-
fiance a nos charpentiers et habitants que l'hiver 
de 1730 a 1731 H s ont construit quatorze batiments, 
ce qui a cause un grand bien et fait subsister nom­
bre d'ouvriers. ° 

Unfortunately, however, the venture was not an econ­

omical one in the long run, for in 1732 only six vessels were 

built in H e Royale. At least thirteen, and possibly eighteen, 

were bought from New Englanders in 1732. 

In short, the prospects of a prosperous ship­

building industry failed to materialize throughout the period. 

Just as for every area of enterprise, the H e Royale building 

trade was fatally linked to broader considerations which in­

variably limited the opportunities of the small group of 

Acadians. Essentially, the economy of the colony was based 

on fish and trade, and this involved primarily the interests 

of the bourgeois-merchant class. Also, the interests of an 

indigent military class were involved, and in the outports 

such as Port Toulouse, the latter could encroach with a free 

hand upon the enterprises of the Acadians. Shrouded by the 

remoteness of the outports, further, these officials nei­

ther compromised the frequently questionable integrity of 

46 De Mezy to Maurepas, Feb. 3, 1732, AN, Cols., 
C11B 13, fol. 7-7v. 

47 1732, AN, Cols., C11B 13, fol. HO-llOv; Dec. 
22, 1732, IBid., fol. 244. In Canada, bonuses were*offered 
in 1732, 1733 and 1734- For those years shipwrights turned 
out about ten vessels of forty to 100 tonneaux (1732), about 
ten of less tonnage (1733), and one of 200 tonneaux, one of 
150 and six batteaux of between twenty and forty-fixse ton-
neaux. Cf. J. N. Fauteux, Essai sur l'industrie au Canada 
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the administration of the colony, nor taxed the patience of 

the strong commercial class of Louisbourg, averse as it was 

to competition from the military. 

sous le regime francais. Quebec, Proulx, 1927, vol. I, p. 246, 

48 Cf. the Habitant-fishermen of H e Royale to Maure­
pas, Nov. 26, 1738, AN, Cols., CUB 20, fol. 30*h-305v. 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The scheme for tbe settlement of the Acadian popula­

tion on H e Royale arose from the circumstances whereby 

France was forced in 1713 to forfeit Acadia and Newfoundland 

to Great Britain. French interests lay in restoring both the 

lucrative North Atlantic fishing industry and the fortunes 

of her North American empire. The project of removal of the 

largely-agricultural Acadians to H e Royale, conceived as a 

necessary complement to the consolidation of the fishery, 

did not long survive the first years of the colony. 

Founded as the scheme was on the certainty that the 

Acadians longed to continue living under the authority of 

the French King and the comfort of the Catholic faith, the 

French authorities failed to recognize the importance of the 

material preoccupations of the Acadian population. 

Even when, after the refusal of the Acadian farmers 

to remove to H e Royale, it appeared that fishermen, coasters 

and carpenters might be induced to immigrate, the authorities 

yet were unable to attract but a small number, and many of 

these eventually returned to Nova Scotia. 

Though the comparatively small settlement of New­

foundland — 246 permanent settlers and 352 seasonal fisher­

men in 1711 — had removed almost entirely to H e Royale, 

the circumstances of Acadia were different. The former colony 

hitherto had depended essentially upon strong economic bonds 
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with France, failing which, as it did at the Peace of 1713, 

the lucrative fishery could not survive. On the other hand 

there had never existed any essential bonds of «n economic 

nature between France and Acadia. Thus, when Newfoundland 

became a British possession in 1713, Newfoundlanders, in or­

der to continue in their circumstances of former years, were 

bound to retain their connections with France. Accordingly, 

they removed to H e Royale. Tbe Acadian^ however, could 

continue much in tr<* ̂ ame circumstances under British r'̂ e 

as they had known previously. Failing to find in H e Royale 

admontages comparable to those they already enjoyed, all but 

the officials of the former French colony and sixty-six ha­

bitant families remained stoically on their lands in Nova 

Scotia. 

For the officials, of course, there was no alterna­

tive but to follow the Crown to H e Royale. They owed their 

station in life, and whatever meegre resources their positions 

afforded them, to service to the Crow*. The others, the sixty-

six habitant families, generally r»ld not settle in H e Royale 

for religious or patriotic reasons alone. Rather, preoccupa­

tions of an economic nature constituted the most important 

determinant. Since most Acadians depended upon farming for 

their livelihood, and since H e Royale was found to be barren 

by comparison with Acadia, farmers generally declined to im­

migrate. Others, however, — fishermen, coastal navigators, 

tradesmen, even a number of widows and inhabitants of no 
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avowed occupation — removed to H e Royale in the hope of 

finding economic amenities surpassing those available to 

them in Acadia. 

They concentrated their settlement at Port Toulouse, 

in south-east H e Royale. The community, however, failed to 

prosper, and the population experienced difficulties which 

increased as time went on. After 1726, most of the Acadians 

who had immigrated began to return to Nova Scotia, to the 

extent that in 1734 there remained at Port Toulouse only 

nineteen Acadian families. 

Though the total number who removed to H e Royale 

during the period included fifteen families who had had an 

agricultural background in Acadia, none of the immigrants 

became farmers in the new colony. Conditions for farming 

were far inferior to those of Acadia, and apart from some 

inconsequential gardening, the Acadians sought their live­

lihoods mostly in coasting and carpentry, while a few fished 

or practiced a trade, and not an inconsiderable number de­

pended upon the rations distributed by the Crown. 

Ons? reason why so few Acadians fished was that from 

Port Toulouse the lucrative fishing grounds were accessible 

only to the larger vessels which the Acadians usually could 

not afford. On the other hand, a large number used their 

smaller chaloupes to better advantage in the carrying trade. 

Port Toulouse, furthermore, was well-suited to coasting, to 

the extent that the sea was probably the major factor of any 
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prosperity the Acadians enjoyed on H e Royale. 

Apart from the sea, the particular circumstances of 

the newly-founded colony rendered necessary large numbers of 

carpenters, builders and other tradesmen. The Acadians were 

frequently adept at carpentry and building. However, following 

the early years when, it would appear, they seldom were idle, 

carpenters and builders suffered most from the general de­

cline which affected Port Toulouse after 1726. 

In assessing the failure of the project for removal 

of the Acadians to H e Royale, it is difficult to allow that 

the French Crown could easily have acted differently than it 

did in its relations with the immigrants. Essentially, it was 

the Acadians themselves who were responsible for the failure 

of the Acadian removal. The majority of Acadians decided of 

their own volition that to sacrifice their lands in Nova 

Scotia in favour of removal to H e Royale was not to their 

economic advantage. Of the minority which did remove, all did 

so because they themselves had decided that, because they 

were not farmers — or if they were, because they were at the 

same time fishermen, navigators, carpenters or merely indi­

gent and in quest of some greater measure of security — H e 

Royale offered them greater economic opportunity than did 

Nova Scotia. 

Thus, notwithstanding certain elements of policy 

which reflect on the part of the French Crown an uncertain 

grasp of the Acadian situation, it would seem the scheme for 
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the removal of Acadians to H e Royale failed because they 

themselves, excepting a small group, did not want to remove. 

Later, after 1726, the greater part of even this small group 

decided to return to their former homes. Here again it was 

circumstances indigenous to distant colonies as a whole, 

those of France in North America at any rate, rather than 

the immediate failure of the Crown, which drove the Acadians 

from H e Royale. The state of communications left much of the 

implementation of policies of order, opportunity and good 

government to the discretion of the local authorities. In 

the case of H e Royale, Governor and Commissaire-ordonnateur 

were helpless in the face of socio-economic peculiarities 

which allowed military officers and the leading merchants to 

use position, wealth and influence to frustrate — cons­

ciously or unconsciously — the ventures of the more modest 

elements of the population. 
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n e a r e s t t o r e m o v a l : 
MalP EWnlP Yoar 
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1714 

1714 

1714 

1717 

1717 
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1714 

1714 

1724 

1714 

1714 

6 2 1714 

3 1 1714 

2 1714 

3 children 1714 

2 4 

1 child 

1714 

1717 
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J P l a c e of o r i g i n , 
I!ame o f a e t t l e r . qDa te o f i m m i g r a -

PIKET, A n t o i n e 

MARTIN, P i e r r e 
( i l l ) 

KARTIIJ, J e a n 

LAROSE, 

AUBOIS, J u l i e n 

HENRY, R o b e r t 

PI1IET, v e u v e 
t 

GIEOFLEE, veuve 

POTUIER, L o u i s 
l i a r c h a n d d i t 

OEIiTIL, E l i e 

J / C h i l l , J e a n 

SIKOII, P i e r r e d i t 
B o u c h e r 

PETITPAS, C laude 

PETITPAS, E a r t h e -
lemy 

BOUDART, F r a n c o i a 

V BOUbROT, P r a n c o i B 
d i t Lemare ( i l l ) 

BOURG, Miche l 

BROSUAJRD, P i e r r e 
( i l l ) 

VIG1IAU, Maur i ce 

FOUGERE, J e a n 

AUB01C, P i e r r e 

LAIIGLOIS, F r a n c o i s 
( s i g ) 

SAIIoOII, G a b r i e l 
( i l l ) 

LAVIC1TE, Hi c o l a s 

t i o n t o A c a d i a . 

A c a d i a 

A c a d i a (GM) 

A c a d i a 

M a n t e s (BA) 
c a . l 6 7 2 (BA) 

Rouen (BA) 
ljDa.1671 (BA) 

A c a d i a 

P o i t i e r s 

S a i n t o n g e 

A c a d i a 

A c a d i a 

A c a d i a 

B r u s s e l s 

A c a d i a 

A c a d i a 

A c a d i a 

Canada 
c a . 1700 (BA) 

O r l e a n s 

A c a d i a (BA) 

P a r i a 
" d e e son enfan< 
P o i n t e de Levis 

S a i n t - D e n i s 
( P r a n c e ) J 

D a t e o f b i r t h 
o r age 

i n y e a r " x " . 

lfc-82 (BA) 

1662 (BA) 
37 i n 1701 
1671 (BA) 

c a . 60 i n 1732 

c a . 1641 (BA) 

c a . 1643 
43 i n 1686 (GH) 

c a . 1682 (BA) 

ca* 1680 (BA) 

1689 (BA) 

1663 (BA) 

1687 (BA) 

c a . 1686 (BA) 

1692 (BA) 

1692 (BA) 

1684 

c a . 1680 (BA) 

c a . 1685 (BA) 

c a . 1691 (BA) 

1680 (BA) 
e" 

c a . 1663 

c a . 1692 

R e s i d e n c e 
i n 

A c a d i a . 

N i n e s (BA 

P . Royal 

P i g i g u i t 

F . Royal 

Cap S a b l e 

Cobequ id 

P . Royal 

P . Roya l 

Mines 

P . Roya l 

P . Poya l 

P . Royal 
(BA) 

P i g i g u i t 

P . Royal 

B ' t a a a i n 

P . ftoval 

P . Roya l 

P . Roya l 

Cap S a b l e 

P . Roya l 

P . Royal 

P . Hoyal 

M a r i t a ] 
d e t a i l s . 

)m. M ' i t e 
B e l l e m e r e 
a. Anne 
Godin 03*89 
n . I l a g ' n e 
Bab in ca '95 

D.2 J e a n n e 
i i raee feA) 
n . H a g ' n e 
J o d i n 

D, M a r i e 
S o d i n / e j . 
B . C e c i l e 
• l a r t i n , ' 0 2 

TI . H a r i e 
P i n e t t e . 
n l M a r i e -
r h e r f e s e . 
n, Mag • ne 
3 o s t e . 
ji. Mar ie 
Babin f e 8 

D . Jeanne 
L a n d r y , ' 1 7 
ii. Mar ie 
Cormier 
11.M'i te 
B o u r g , ' 0 9 
n . M ' i t e 
Jommeaux 
n. M a r i e 
B o u r g , 1 3 

p . E ' b e t h 
Xigas ' 1 7 
n .Mag 'ne 
}omeau,T)4 
R . Jeanne 
• l a r t i n , 0 4 
n .Wag 'ne 
^ o u c e t 1-5 

A g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n v o l v e m e n t , 170? 

-[-B.C. BL CO AR. 

6 13 19 4 

1 3 

i 
1 

2 4 2 2 

2 2 
^ C 

4 5 * 

S i z e of f a m i l y , d a t e 
n e a r e s t t o 
Male Fpma/lfl 

1 1 

8 3 

2 7 

1 

4 

3 

2 2 

1 1 

1 1 

2 3 

4 

1 

2 

2 1 MJ «!• 

3 

3 c h i l d r e n 

5 c h i l d r e n 

10 c h i l d r e n 

4 c h i l d r e n 

r emova l i 
Year 

1717 

1714 

1714 

1717 

1717 

1717 

1717 

1714 

1714 

1717 

1717 

1714 

1714 

170? 

1724 

1716 

1722 

1724 
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Dame of s e t t l e r . 

VI DOUCET, Char les 
( i l l ) 

laCHEL, Joseph 

LATRE1LLE, Louis 

P1HET, Koel 

SAV01E, Karie 
veuve T r i e l 

PKEJEAIJ, F ranco i s 

PUIET, veuve, 
la jewie 

DOUCLT l'lrlandois 

LAPlEKiiE, Jeari-
Baptiate 

PREJEA1I, Uicolaa 

BOlLi^EAU, Pierre 

Place of origin, 
date of immiRra-
_tion to Acadia 

Acaoia 

Acadia 

Acadia 

Acadia 

Acadia 

Acadia 

Acadia 

Acadia 

Acedia 

Acadia (hA) 

Acadia 

Date of birth 
or age 

in year "x". Acadia. 

1688 (BA) 
14 in 1701 
ca. 1703 (BA) 

Kecidence' 
in 

1657 (BA) 
43 in 1700 
1693 (BA) 
8 in 1701 

1704 (BA) 

1702 

P. Hoyal 

ca. I683 (BA) limes 

Marital Agricultural 
details. i n v o i v e M n t , 170? 

-BC 

Koyal 

Royal 

m.M-Anne 
Boudrot 

m. Rose 
ilcnri, '10 
wid,Jacq's 
Triel 
ra.H-I-iag'ne 
Vrig . 

P. Hoyal m.F'ccise 

nVI'T1 i t e 
J roosard . 
n .M' i t e 
r«>rr-iflu. 

BL CO AH 

JJize of family, date 
n e a r e s t to removal: 
Hale Fenale Year 

3 

4 

4 

1724 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1724 

1724 

1726 

1726 

1726 

1734 
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THE ACADIAN IMMIGRANTS IN ILE ROYALE (1717-3*0 

Names of P l a c e s : 

IN L ' I n d l e n n e . 

I S J l i e S a i n t - J e a n . 

L L o u i s b o u r g o 

NE N e r i c h a c , 

NI Niganiche. 

PG Petit de Grat„ 

PI Pisiquid. 

PL Petit Lorembecq. 

PR Port Royal. 

PSP Petit Saint-Pierreo 

PT Port Toulouse. 

Symbols 

Occupations and Conditions! 

blan« Blanchisseuseo 

bu Bon et utile. 

cho Charpentler. 

co. Constructeur. 

dis. Discharged soldier. 

hab. Habitant. 

in. inter* Indian interpreter. 

3ar° Jardinier or jardiniere. 

march. Marchand-

mat. Matelot. 

men. Menmisier. 

na» Navigateur. 

pe. Pjcheur. 

sold. Soldier. 

vh Vleil habitant. 

vp Vagabond et paresseux, 

wido Widow. 

x Received rations of foodstuffs. 



APPENDIX 2 1.45 

Name of Settler. 

I JACAU, Thomas 

LAFOREST, Pierre 
Part dit 

LACHAUME, Louis 

DESTOUCHES, Nicolas 
Pugnant dit 

CAHOUET, veuve 

II RODRIGUE, Jean 

LASONDE, Bernard 
Mars dit 

CORPORON, Jean 

COSTE, Francois 

TILLARD, Francois ( 

PETITPAS, Nicolas 

COMEAU, Jean 

PITRE, Jean 

GAUDET, Guillaume 

GAUDET, Denis 

MIRANDE, Joseph 

LANDRY, Jean 

BOUDROT, Bhar l e s 

LEBLANC, Claude 

Ra t ions 
1717 

Census 
1717 

o o 

0 0 0 

% 

X 

X 

e turned 

x 

x 

gunner 

mith) 

(Sergejnt, l a t e r d i scharged) 

• o 

L, pe 

PT,vp 

PT 

Census 
1720 

(Mastei 

(Blacks 

(Baker) 

L, pe 

PT 

Census 
1724 

Occup. 

iCensus [Census 
1726 173^ 

OccuPo Occup. 

L, pe 

PT,na 

PT,ch- PT,ch-
na, x na 

to Acadia following brief se 

PG, £ej 

I I I RICHARD, P i e r r e 

PARIS, F r a n c o i s 
T e s t a r d d i t 

BONAPETIT, B l a i s e 
de Brousas d. 

BOUDROT, F ranco i s x,PSP 

IN,hab 

PT,bu PT 

PT,bu ' PT 

PG,ch 

PT,na 

IN.pS 

PT,ch-
na 

PT,ch-
na 

» • 

o o o o 

. 

>j i r ' , Li W i d , L 

PT,pe Wid,PT 

PG,ch 

L,na 
+1741 

PT,na 

t t l e m e n t 

L,ch 

PT,ch-
ba 

PT,co 

PT,na 

IN.pS 

PT,ch-
na 
L 

PT,ch 

Wid,PL 
PS 

PR i n 
1730 

PT,na 

PT,co +PR, 
1733 
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NAme of S e t t l e r . 

LANDRY, C l a u d e 

DUGAS, J o s e p h 

RICHARD, J e a n 

DUGAS, Abraham 

BELLIVEAU, J e a n 

BOURISSE 

BOUDROT, M i c h e l 

BOUCHE, P i e r r e 

PINET, A n t o i n e 

MARTIN, P i e r r e 

MARTIN, J e a n 

LAROSE 

AUBOIS, J u l i e n 

HENRY, R o b e r t 

PINET, v e u v e 

GIROFLEE, veuve 

POTHIER, L o u i s 
Marchand d i t 

GENTIL, E l i e 

JASMIN, J e a n 

SIMON, P i e r r e ! 
d i t B o u c h e r i 

PETITPAS, C l a u d e 

PETITPAS, B a r ­
t h e l e m y 

BOUDART, F r a n c o i s j 
... . . i 

Rat ions 
1717 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

x , s o l d . 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Census 
1717 

PT,bu 

PT, bu 
men 

PT,bu 

PT,vp 

PT,vp 

PT,vp 

PT,vp 
d i s . 

PT,vp 

PT,vp 

PT,vp 

PT,vp 

PT,bu 

PT,bu 

PT,vp 

Census 
1720 

PT 

+PR 

PT 

PT 

PT 

PT 

PT,d i s . 

PT 

PT 

PT 

PT 

PT 

Census 
1724 

Occup. 

PT,vh 

PT,co-
na 

PT,vh 

PT,co-
na 

PG,ch 
X 

PT,vh 

P T , j a r . 

Wid,NE 

PG,pe 

PT,hab-
march 

PT,na 
X 

Census 
1726 

Occup, 

PT,vh 

PT,co-

Census 
1734 

Occup. 

+PR, 
1740 

+1733 
na tfid.L 

I S J , 
1728 

PT,co-
na 

L, ch 

PT,vh 

PT,jar< 

Wid,NE 
b l a n 
PG,pe 

PT, 
march 

PT,na 

PT,na 

L,macon 

PR, 
1730 

+ante 
1731 

+1738 
Mire, 

iab-ch 
+1732 

P T , j a r 

Wid,NE 
hab 
L i n 
1730 

PT , in -
i n t e r 
PT,na 
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Name of S e t t l e r . 

BOUDROT, F r a n c o i s 
d i t Lemare 

BOURG, M i c h e l 

BROSSARD, P i e r r e 

VIGNAU, M a u r i c e 

FOUGERE, J e a n 

AUBOIS, P i e r r e 

LANGLOIS, F r a n c o i s 

SANSON, G a b r i e l 

LAVIGNE, N i c o l a s 

DOUCET, C h a r l e s 

MICHEL, J o s e p h 

LATREILLE, L o u i s 

PINET, Noe*l 

SAVOIE, Mar i e 
v e u v e T r i e l 
PREJEAN, F r a n c o i s 

PINET, v e u v e , 
l a j e u n e 

DOUCET I ' I r l a n d o i s 

LAPIERRE, J e a n -
/ B a p t i s t e 

PREJEAN, N i c o l a s 

R a t i o n s 
1717 

BOISSEAU, P i e r r e 

Census 
1717 

Census 
1720 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

PT 
1722 

._. .-

Census 
1724 

Occup. 

P T , c o -
na 
PT,na 

PT,na 

PT,co 

PT,na 

PT,na 

P T , c o -
na 
PT,na 

P T , c h -
n a , x 
P T , c o -
na 
PT,na 

NE,ch , 
X 

L 

Census 
1726 

Occup. 

P T , c o -
na 
PT,na 

PT,na 

PT,co 

P T , n a -
pe 

PT,na 

P T , c o -
na 
PT,na 

P T , c h -
na 
P T , c h -
na 
PT,na 

NE,ch-
mat 

N I , c h 

P T , j a r 

PT ,na 

PT,na 

Census 
1734 

Occup, 

I S J 
1727 

PT,na 

PT ,ch 

+1741 

tfid,PT, 
j a r 

P T , c h -
na 
L 
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ABSTRACT OP 

Acadian Settlement on H e Royale, 1713-1734 

The question of Acadian immigration to H e Royale came 

about as a result of Prance being forced to reorganize her 

North American empire after the Peace of Utrecht in 1713. 

Having lost Acadia and Newfoundland to Britain, Prance set 

about immediately to develop a new colony on Cap Breton which 

she renamed H e Royale. 

For Prance, Newfoundland had been a valuable colony 

because of the lucrative fishery close to its shores, even 

more valuable than Acadia, rich in agriculture and with a 

much larger population than Newfoundland. The North Atlantic 

fishery was much more an industry of metropolitan Prance, 

than a colonial venture. It was the first object of the H e 

Royale colony to res$®re the fortunes of the fishery. When 

in 1713 Prance sought to attract the Acadians to the new co­

lony, it was to create an agricultural base to the fishing 

industry, something she had never attempted in Newfoundland. 

This thesis studies French policy toward the Acadians 

after 1713, and Britain's reaction to it. It attempts to es­

timate the number of families who left Acadia for H e Royale 

1 Bernard A. Pothier, masters thesis presented to the 
Department of History of the University of Ottawa, Ontario, 
September 1967, 150- p. 
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before 1734, the last year in which statistically it is possible 

to make a satisfactory analysis. It also attempts to discover 

why so few — sixty-six families — seriously considered 

leaving Acadia. The answer is that the predominantly-agri­

cultural Acadians generally refused to sacrifice the re­

sources of Nova Scotia in favour of the comparatively barren 

circumstances of H e Royale. Thirdly, the thesis seeks to 

define just what attractions H e Royale did offer to the Aca­

dians who immigrated; they sought to take advantage on H e 

Royale of economic opportunities in areas other than agri­

culture — such as fishing, coastal transport, carpentry and 

other trades — which opportunities they felt existed in Nova 

Scotia to a lesser degree. Fourthly, the most difficult prob­

lem was to establish the reasons which convinced many Acadians 

to return to Acadia from 1726 onward. It would seem that, in 

the face of competition from well-established merchants and 

the military, the modest resources of the Acadian habitants 

failed in the long run to guarantee livelihoods even com­

parable to the uncomplicated well-being they and their pre­

decessors had enjoyed in Acadia from 1650. It is clear then 

that the French policy to attract Acadians to H e Royale was 

in the end a complete failure. 


