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INTRODUCTION 

The study of the writing of American history is a 

rather neglected field of research. Work done to date has 

concentrated on such aspects as the Turner frontier thesis, 

the urban reinterpretation of Arthur Schlesinger, economic 

interpretations ranging from Charles A. Beard to David 

Potter, to more recently, upon the use of the social science! 

as a methodological help in the investigation of historical 

events. 

One of the neglected fields, but yet one of import 

for the entire span of American history, is how American 

historians have viewed their country's destiny, its rise 

from colony to world power. Their views on this subject 

inevitably colored their interpretations, and in turn their 

interpretations may have influenced the course of events and 

therefore the making of American history. 

The purpose of this research is to investigate 

nineteenth-century American historiography with particular 

reference to representative nineteenth-century New England 

historians whose Harvard-centered efforts quite dominated 

the writing of American history in that era. 

In the line of previous writing in this field there 

is a general work entitled Manifest Destiny by Albert 

Weinberg. There are some works on American historiography 

such as the Marcus W. Jernegan Essays in American 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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H i s t o r i o g r a p h y ; H. Hale B e l l o t ' s American H i s t o r y and 

American H i s t o r i a n s ; The Middle Group of American H i s t o r i a n s 

by John B a s s e t t ; Michael Kraus 1 A H i s t o r y of American H i s t o r / ; 

and Harvey Wish ' s The American H i s t o r i a n . 

There are a l s o b i o g r a p h i e s of some of the n i n e t e e n t h 

cen tu ry h i s t o r i a n s such as Howe's The L i f e and L e t t e r s of 

George Bancrof t ; E l i z a b e t h S t evenson ' s Henry Adams; and Jame 

G a r r a t y ' s Henry Cabot Lodge. Then, t h e r e a re the works of 

the h i s t o r i a n s themse lves , such as B a n c r o f t ' s H i s t o r y of the 

United S t a t e s , or Parkman's A Hal f -Century of C o n f l i c t . 

These works a re e i t h e r g e n e r a l h i s t o r i e s , 

h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l surveys and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , or i n d i v i d u a l 

b i o g r a p h i e s . As such, they prov ide h i n t s of a s y n t h e s i s 

which might be e f f e c t e d by an i n t e n s i v e s tudy of the works 

of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e New England h i s t o r i a n s of the n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y on the q u e s t i o n of Manifes t D e s t i n y . To da te such 

a s u b j e c t has been untouched. 

The approach to the problem has involved the sea rch ihg 

out and ana lyz ing of the e x t a n t w r i t i n g s — h i s t o r i e s , a r t i c l e p , 

l e t t e r s of the h i s t o r i a n s l i s t e d in the t a b l e of c o n t e n t s . 

An endeavor has been made to r e l a t e t h e i r views to opin ions 

c u r r e n t i n t h e p u b l i c a f f a i r s of t h e i r day, and where possibjLe, 

the impact of t h e i r views upon those a f f a i r s . 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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The first chapter has dealt with the general concept 

of Manifest Destiny and the views of New Englanders, in 

particular, on the future of their country. This chapter 

has briefly summarized the phases of expansion from colony 

to world power. In each of these phases an attempt has been 

made to relate the movement to the destiny of the country 

and to show contemporary attitudes on the expansion. 

The succeeding chapters have dealt with the specific 

representative historians chosen for this study. An attempt 

has been made to show the views of these New Englanders on 

expansion in the period in which they lived or in the period 

of which they wrote. 

Since New England produced a number of important 

nineteenth-century historians, some mention should be made 

regarding those selected for this study. Among the importan-; 

writers were George Bancroft, Francis Parkman, Henry Adams, 

John Fiske, Henry Cabot Lodge, William Prescott, John Motley, 

Jared Sparks, Edward Channing, Justin Winsor, and Richard 

Hildreth. Only the first five mentioned are included, in 

this study. Some of the others were excluded because of the 

theme of their writings. Some were excluded, in spite of 

their themes, because of the nature of their writings. 

William Hickling Prescott, while an important 

historian, limited himself to the history of Spain and the 

Spanish conquests of Mexico and Peru. Hence, he is excluded 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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INTRODUCTION ix 

from this study although his stress on literary form 

popularized the reading of history by Americans. 

John Lothrop Motley confined his writing chiefly to 

non-American themes of the Rise of the Dutch Republic and to 

building his history around the Dutch rebellion against 

Philip II. Thus, he too has been excluded. 

Another important New England historian was Jared 

Sparks. Unlike Prescott and Motley, his themes were Americaji 

but the bulk of his work was that of editor of diplomatic 

correspondence of the American Revolution and of the works 

of Franklin and Washington. While Sparks did write some 

biographies, he wrote no histories as such for he felt a 

nation's history could be told through the lives of its 

famous men. His biographies shed little light on Sparkd' 

views on Manifest Destiny. 

Edward Channing was something of a bridge between 

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He has been exclude|d 

from this study because, except for two short works which 

furnished no key to his ideas on expansion, his writings 

especially his History of the United States and The 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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J e f f e r s o n i a n System were pub l i shed i n the p r e s e n t c e n t u r y , 

t he former in seven volumes between 1905 and 1932, and the 

l a t t e r in 1906 .* 

J u s t i n Winsor and Richard H i l d r e t h were p o s s i b l e 

s u b j e c t s f o r t h i s s t u d y . However, a f t e r a p e r u s a l of t h e i r 

works , they too were e l i m i n a t e d . 

J u s t i n Winsor was a s t u d e n t , a l i b r a r i a n , and a 

f r i e n d of knowledge. He helped to make the s c i e n t i f i c s tud^ 

of American h i s t o r y p o s s i b l e by making a v a i l a b l e m a t e r i a l s . 

I n t h i s way he s t i m u l a t e d o t h e r s . He was impor tan t as an 

h i s t o r i c a l e d i t o r and as a s tuden t of b i b l i o g r a p h y of 

American h i s t o r y , as we l l as a w r i t e r of American h i s t o r y . 

In h i s w r i t i n g s Winsor d e a l t w i th t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y of the 

c o u n t r y - - t h e Anglo-French d u e l , and then of the Westward 

Movement. However, except for a few i n s t a n c e s he sa id 

1 Channing does give some views on the expansion of 
the country. In speaking of the year l81j_6, he wrote that 
i t was the "dest iny of the United Sta tes to extend to the 
Pac i f i c and.as fa r south as the a r id por t ions of Mexico." 
(Edward Channing, A History of the United S t a t e s , New York, 
Vol. V, The Period~of Transi^oE~T815-lgfr8, p . '$$0.) In 
summarizing the perTod ltJ15-i+t5 he wrote, '"Manifest des t iny ' 
urged them on to the acqu i s i t ion of F lo r ida , to the regaining 
of Texas on the South, and to the possession of the lands 
westward from the c re s t of the Rockies to the shores of the 
P a c i f i c . . .'.' ( I b i d . , p . 6li^.) 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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t e l l t he i r own s tory whereas he might "have elaborated h is 

conception of the westward advance in to a philosophy of the 

movement."3 

Another h i s t o r i a n , Richard Hi ldre th , was also 

eliminated from t h i s study. Although he wrote a six-volume 

History of the United S t a t e s , Hi ldre th wrote to r e l a t e 

"pla in fac t s in p la in English . . . with . . . no aim but 

t r u t h . "^ He opposed i dea l i za t i on of the founding fa the r s in 

cont ras t to Bancroft ' s w r i t i n g s . He t r i ed to deprive h i s 

h i s t o r y of any u l t e r i o r purpose of propaganda or g l o r i f i c a ­

t i o n . Bancroft ' s biographer, Russel Nye, has claimed tha t 

Hi ldre th wrote as an ant idote to Bancroft 's "effulgent , 

^ Winsor did look upon the v ic tory of Great Br i t a in 
in 1760-61 as i n c i t i n g a westward movement and he saw tha t 
an argument against Great B r i t a i n ' s taking Canada in 1763 
was the fear tha t the westward movement of the colonies 
would pave the way for independence. ( Jus t in Winsor, The 
Miss iss ippi Basin, The Struggle in America Between England 
and France~l697-1'763, Boston, 1895, p . 1+m."? He also wrote 
tha t the demand for a western existence was "a pa r t of the 
f i r s t pu lsa t ion of r e s i s t a n c e to the mother country, and 
harbingered the American Revolution." ( Jus t in Winsor, The 
Westward Movement-The Colonies and the Republic West of the 
Alleghenies 1763-1798, Boston, 1897, p.~2T) He also wro'W 
in terms of "the inev i t ab l e expansion of the B r i t i s h people" 
( I b i d . , p . 1^8), and the " inev i tab le westward march." (Ibid.L 
pT"5J.) 

3 Frederick Jackson Turner, "Review of Westward 
Movement," American H i s t o r i c a l Review, April 1890, Vol. 3» 
p. 556. 

k Alfred H. Kelly, "Richard Hi ldreth" in the Marcus 
Wi Jormogan Escajs in American Historiography,—(odi) by Wt Jormocran nccays in American t u s t o c o g r a p h y , 

William >K ^utBTnl1n!feT6if: 6W^Alo^0H^^v^^f^ 
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flowing narrative and his dramatic presentation of events. "^ 

Hildreth had no grand theme, for history was just past 

politics. Although he played his part in molding the future 

history of his country, he has left no significant ideas 

regarding his views on the expansion of his country. 

Thus, this study has included the views of only five 

New England historians—Bancroft, Parkman, Fiske, Adams, and 

Lodge—in relation to their ideas on Manifest Destiny. Of 

the five historians considered, each had his own views on 

the growth of the country from colony to world power. 

Bancroft, Parkman, and Fiske had grand themes. 

Bancroft supported the idea that Providence from the 

beginning had destined the United States to achieve great 

things. Parkman wrote in terms of the inevitability of the 

triumph of the English-speaking race. Fiske looked upon 

America's history and destiny as a part of an evolutionary 

process. Lodge had no grand theme or thesis, but in general 

he was a nationalist and an expansionist. Henry Adams, in 

the early period was critical of methods rather than of 

measures. In the later period of his writing, he was at 

best a limited expansionist, and he expressed great fears 

for the future of the English race and of the world in 

general. 

£ Russel Blaine Nye, Brahmin Rebel, New York, 19kk» 
p. 186. 
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Through this study it should be clear that the 

historian cannot operate in his own time and be completely 

detached from events of the time. These men were influenced 

by the times in which they lived. Bancroft abandoned, the 

ideas of aristocratic New England to champion the ideas of 

democracy during the Age of Jackson. Fiske was influenced 

by the evolutionary ideas of Darwin and Spencer. Henry 

Adams was influenced by the scientific and technological 

developments of the time. Henry Cabot Lodge was influenced 

by the political scientists, the sociologists, and by the 

ideas of Alfred Mahan. Only Parkman seemed to ignore the 

trends of the time, especially that of the Westward Movement 

of I8ii6. 

Through this study it should also be clear that 

each of these historians was conscious of a special mission 

for America. Each had his concept of the meaning of Manifes 

Destiny. 

It is hoped that this study will contribute to the 

field of American historiography. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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CHAPTER I 

THE AMERICAN MISSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY 

John Fiske in his American Political Ideas told the 

story of a dinner party in Paris during the American Civil 

War. At the party toasts were being given to the glories 

of the United States and to its future. The first speaker's 

toast went thus: 

Here's to the United States bounded on the north by 
British America, on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, 
on the east by the Atlantic, and on the west by the 
Pacific Ocean. 

The second speaker, feeling this was too limited, 

offered the following: 

Here's to the United States,—bounded in the north by 
the North Pole, on the south by the South Pole, on the 
east by the rising, and on the west by the setting sun. 

The third speaker, feeling this also was too 

restricted, toasted thus: 

I give you the United States bounded on the north by 
the Aurora Borealis, on the south by the precession 
of the equinoxes, on the east by the primeval chaos, 
and on the west by the Day of Judgment.1 

These toasts are characteristic of the ideas of the 

American dream of the nineteenth century often styled as 

Manifest Destiny. However, this idea of Manifest Destiny 

did. not originate in nineteenth century America. 

1 John Fiske, American Political Ideas Viewed from 
the Standpoint of Universal History, New York, 1555, p.101-2. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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THE AMERICAN MISSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY 2 

From earliest colonial days men in America wrote witt 

confidence of the future of the United States and rejoiced ir 

its progress. Many saw their country as an area set aside bj 

God for heavenly experiments. In viewing their history, 

Americans have often described themselves as agents of 

destiny—as a new chosen people ordained by God to guide the 

rest of the world out of the wilderness and into a new 

promised land. This destiny has been described as the 

American dream, or the American mission, or a national 

idealism. It has meant a basic belief in the innate goodness 

of the country. 

One way by which the nation has tried to reach the 

fulfillment of its dream is through expansion. This has 

been accomplished by moving westward at the expense of the 

Indian tribes, or by acquiring territorial acquisitions from 

foreign powers. These territorial acquisitions were first of 

contiguous, and then of a non-contiguous nature. 

Beginning with the seventeenth century settlers, 

Americans have been wont to point out with a great deal of 

optimism their seemingly limitless environment. They have 

connected expansionism with the operation of moral ideals 

and with the operation of natural laws in relation to 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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THE AMERICAN MISSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY 3 

national action. "America's incorporation of all adjacent 

lands was the virtually inevitable fulfillment of a moral 

mission delegated to the nation by Providence itself."^ 
: 

• 

By the l81j.0fs this American dream became known as 

Manifest Destiny. Although Manifest Destiny has meant 

different things to different people, in general it has 

expressed a dogma of supreme self-assurance and. ambition. 

H. M. Chittenden has described the term as "a favorite catch| 

phrase with political rhapsodists in the United States," but 

he has also claimed it was "neither fatalism nor determinism 

but an assumed natural tendency of events, more or less 

subject to influence by man's volitional interference."3 

For Chittenden the phrase was limited to the political 

evolution of the United States, and referred chiefly to the 

expansion of the national domain. 

Merle Curti has defined the idea of Manifest Destiny 

as the belief that "fate had decreed the inevitable physical 

expansion of the United States to the Pacific."^ Albert 

Weinberg in his study of the topic has viewed American 

expansionism as an ideology with fifteen different aspects 

Albert K. Weinberg, Manifest Destiny, A Study of 
Nationalist Expansionism in American History, Gloucester, 
1958, P. 1-2: 

3 H. M. Chittenden, "Manifest Destiny in America," 
Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 117, January 1916, p. l\8. 

h Merle Curti, The Growth of American Thought, 
JM6W X O r K , XVM-ilB(IV©S1TY43p4TTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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such as the idea of providential mission, the idea of natura! 

right, the idea of self-defense, and the idea of the white 

man's burden. According to him, in each phase, expansion 

has appeared for a reason such as the inevitable working of 

Providence or the dictate of highest international morality.I 

Weinberg's general view of the philosophy of Manifest Destiny 

was the idea that "one nation has a preeminent social worth, 

a distinctively lofty mission, and consequently unique rights; 

in the application of moral principles."5 

In an essay on Manifest Destiny, John Hawgood referred 

to the idea as the desire of the American people to extend 

their territory J'until it comprehended the whole mainland of 

North America and certain strategically placed islands both 

to the east and to the west of that continent . . ."" 

Hawgood has claimed that it can mean "whatever any generation 

or indeed any man cares to make of it in the course of 

justifying the acquisition of territory."7 

Although the term is American, the concept of the 

idea does not belong exclusively to Americans. Almost all 

peoples at some time have wanted to extend territories, and 

to explain and justify this expansion to the world. Indeed 

^ Weinberg, op_. cit., p. 8. 

6 John A. Hawgood, "Manifest Destiny," in British 
Essays in American History (ed.) H. C. Allen and C. P. Hill, 
Efew Yor¥7 1957, p. TZT. 

7 Ibid., n. 123. 
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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THE AMERICAN MISSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY 5 

there are parallels between the American doctrine of expan­

sion and doctrines advocated more recently by other nations 

attempting to justify their expansion or their independence. 

At the same time, Manifest Destiny as the concept of 

an American mission has not always dealt exclusively with 

territorial acquisitions. Some writers have seen it as the 

American destiny to spread the ideas of liberty, or to 

assume a place of world leadership, or to civilize and 

Christianize. Again, this is not new in America. Among the 

early Hebrews, the Greeks, and the ancient Chinese can be 

found dreams of destiny or mission. Edward Burns has claimeJ 

that among great nations it has been common for the nation 

to want to assume "a white man's or a brown or yellow man's 

supremacy over weak and retarded peoples."8 

Having seen some general idea of the concept of 

Manifest Destiny, the next thing is to trace the development 

of this idea as it is related to the American dream or 

mission. Throughout, it will be clear, that when the 

country expanded, or when there was the desire to expand, 

there was found one or more reasons why that area should 

become a part of the American possessions. 

° Edward McNall Burns, The American Idea of Mission; 
Concepts of National Purpose and Destiny, New Brunswick, 
195V, P. "57 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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THE AMERICAN MISSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY 6 

Probably the urge of Manifest Destiny has been 

present since the settlers first landed on Roanoke Island, 

j and attempted unsuccessfully to plant a colony. In the 

establishment of permanent English colonies there were many 

allusions to the fact that America occupied a unique place 

and had a special destiny among nations of the earth. This 

theme was especially evident among New England writers who 

tried to show that God had a special interest in New England 

as a holy experiment in Christian living. 

Edward Johnson in The Wonder-working Providence of 

Zion's Saviour in New England set forth the idea that New 

England's founders were soldiers of Christ enlisted in a 

holy war or a crusade against the powers of evil—"the Lord 

Christ intends to achieve greater matters by this little 

handful than the world is aware of. "9 

John Fiske felt this exemplified the general 

sentiment of early New England writers. 

Harvey Wish has recently compared New Englanders to 

the Israelites wandering through the wilderness to a promisee 

land under the guidance of God. They were a chosen people 

guided by a new Moses in the person of William Bradford or 

y John Fiske, The Beginnings of New England, or the 
Puritan Theocracy in its Relation x.6 cTvil and Religious 
Liberty, Boston, IF89, p. Zl\l\.. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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THE AMERICAN MISSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY 7 

John Winthrop. As an example Wish cited Cotton Mather's 

Magnalia Christi Americana which contained the theme of the 

Puritans as the chosen people trying to build a New Jerusalen 

despite the snares of Satan.10 

In general, the founders of the Massachusetts Bay 

colony and of the Plymouth colony held a conviction of the 

supreme inspiration by which they acted. The attitude in 

Massachusetts Bay has been described in the following 

manner: 

They had the means of knowing the mind and will of 
the Supreme Being . . . for the rule, government, 
and conduct of a community of human beings in a 
social, civilized state; that the Divine will was 
communicated by revelation, transmitted through a 
Book.11 

Thus, God assumed the responsibility for all that 

followed in the attempt to administer the commonwealth 

according to his will. 

1° Harvey Wish, The American Historian, New York 
I960, p. 18. It is interesting to note that Perry Miller 
has written that despite analogies, with Moses and the 
tribes of Israel, the New Englanders were not refugees seekidg 
a promised land, but only English soldiers, scholars, and 
statesmen hoping that they, or their children, or friends 
might rule there. (Perry Miller, The New England Mind, 
Cambridge, 1953, p. 5.) 

1 1 George E. Ellis, The Puritan Age and Rule--In 
the Colony of Massachusetts Bay-"^Tol?9^6B57 Boston, 18^8, 
p. 168. 
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THE AMERICAN MISSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY 8 

The Puritans believed in a seemingly limitless 

environment. They saw in their coming to the New World that 

"God had chosen the Saints of all his people and led. them 

out of Egypt into Canaan . . ."I2 

Van Tasel envisioned the Puritans as feeling: 

God's purpose was to set up a model so that the 
world might see a specimen of what shall be on all 
the earth in the Glorious Times which are expected.*13 

Thus, the early New Englanders conceived of themselves 
I 

as having been chosen as the elect ones to carry on the work 

of God. Wish has said that this Puritan interpretation of 

history with its idea of a Divine Providence shaping the 

destiny of America as the elect of all nations was the basis 

for Bancroft's nationalism in the nineteenth century and the 

basis of "the chauvinism of those like him who espoused the 

expansionist doctrine of Manifest Destiny. "1^-

This concept of American mission and destiny 

continued in the later writings of New England, and in the 

writings and speeches of those from other parts of the 

country. In the works of philosophers, historians, and men 

x^ David Van Tasel, Recording America's Past: An 
Interpretation of the Development of Historical Studies^Tn 
America, lbU7-lB8if7~C"hicago, 19b0, p. 10. 

1 3 lbi<3., P- 10-11. 

1^ Wish, op. cit., p. 71. 
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of letters in the nineteenth century there was evidence tha 

America occupied a unique place and had a special destiny 

among the nations of the earth. 

Emerson, Thoreau, and Alcott were examples of the 

belief that America wasito become a beacon light to an 

unenlightened world. ^ James Fenimore Cooper and Washington 

Irving told of the promise that lay in the wilderness, while 

Walt Whitman found the democratic faith in the cities, and 

envisioned a greater America of the future. 

In the nineteenth century Daniel Webster doubted th£ 

anyone possessed, an imagination fertile enough to tell what 

the progress of the United States might be in the next fifty 

years. He wrote: 

There is nothing to check them till they touch the 
shores of the Pacific, and then they are so much 
accustomed to water that that's a facility, and no 
obs true ti on.17 

•* Timothy Paul Donovan, Henry Adams and Brooks 
Adams, The Education of Two American Historians, Norman, 
T9TT7 PTT59~: 

1 6 In 1835 Cooper asked, "Where shall we find a 
parallel to our progress, our energy, our increasing power?" 
(Burns, op. cit., p. 7.) Walt Whitman called the United 
States ,rEh"e custodian of future humanity," and exclaimed, 
"What an age I What a land! Where elsewhere one so great?" 
(Ibid., p. 7.) 

' Burns, op. cit., p. 7. (Quoted from the Works 
of Daniel Webster,""11, Boston, 1869, p. 212.) 
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In the 1860's Orestes Brownson declared that of all 

of the states of the Western Hemisphere, the American republic 

alone had a destiny, "or the ability to add anything to the 

civilization of the race.,a8 In the post Civil War period, 

the idea of a special American mission remained. One phase 

of this mission, which will be shown later on, was the taking 

up of the so-called White Man's Burden. This was looked 

upon by some as the duty or obligation of the United States. 

Thus, in the minds of many from earliest days there 

evolved the concept of an American mission—that the United 

States had been divinely appointed to perform great tasks in 

the history of mankind. While this idea was found in all 

sections, it was particularly evident in New England. One 

way this mission was to be accomplished was by physical 

expansion. 

One of the first evidences of this urge for expansiô i 

as fulfilling the idea of Manifest Destiny was found in the 

generation before the American Revolution. During this 

period the colonists supported Great Britain in the wars 

against the French and Indians to remove a barrier imposed 

by the French and to expand into the region beyond the 

Allegheny Mountains. The Peace of Paris ending this struggl 

was but a prelude to independence, but it did provide for th 

1 8 Ibid., p. 7. 
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expansion of the American colonists at the expense of the 

French, for the French surrendered to the English all of 

their territories east of the Mississippi River. 

After this achievement, the colonists soon met with 

another barrier to expansion in the form of the Proclamation 

of 1763. The colonists charged that Britain was preventing 

their going into an area which they considered as their 

heritage. By 177̂ 1-, with the Quebec Act which gave the 

desirable hinterland to the loyal colony to the North, thus 

restricting colonial expansion except through Georgia to the 

Mississippi, the colonists felt the mother country was 

interfering with their mission. 

During the Revolutionary period the colonists used 

the argument that by law of nature and of God, the Americans 

were entitled to all of the rights of Englishmen. By 1776 

they had decided that a government of their own was their 

natural right. Weinberg quoted John Adams in 177& as 

writing, "It is the will of heaven that the two countries 

should be sundered forever."1'' By the time of the 

Declaration of Independence and the successful waging of the 

Revolutionary War, the Americans looked upon themselves as 

the champions of the rights of man. This was a part of the 

American mission. They would preserve and perfect democracy 

!9 Weinberg, op. cit., p. 17. (Quoted from The 
Works of John Adams, Ted.) C. F. Adams, Boston, 1856, Vol. J, 

I p~2?0"T • 1 
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This revolutionary expansionism was motivated by 

natural rights and a desire to spread the ideas of democrac 

At the same time, some representatives to the peace 

conference in Paris in 1783 were talking in terms of further 

expansion, and were suggesting that Great Britain give up 

part or all of Canada to the United States. This demand was 

probably partially the result of land hunger, and partially 

the result of the desire for commerce and security. At any I 

rate the Americans did not succeed in acquiring unconquered 
20 

Canada in 1783, but the American Revolution is rightly 

considered as a phase of American expansionism. God had 

decreed independence, the colonists believed. 

In the post Revolutionary period there were many 

predictions that the country would eventually spread over 

the continent of North America, or would at least spread its 

ideas to the Pacific coast.2! During this period expan­

sionism became an issue as settlers spread into Kentucky and 

Tennessee. Soon difficulties arose over the use of the 

20 
At the peace treaty Franklin and Jay rejected the 

French idea of an Indian state under Spanish protection. 
The opposition was based on the idea such a plan would 
interfere with American expansion. Franklin also suggested 
that Great Britain give up Canada. (Hawgood, op_. cit., 
p. 127.) 

21 
For the ideas of Adams and Jefferson, see Hawgood 

op. cit., p. 127-8 and Weinberg, op_. cit., p. lj.0. 
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Mississippi River. With the population of the West, the 

United States felt that Western loyalty might depend on the 

right of free navigation on this River. The people of the 

West felt that free navigation was necessary to the develop­

ment of the Western soil and failure to care for the soil 

was "inconsistent with the immense designs of the Deity." 

Finally this right to use the Mississippi was acquired from 

Spain through the Pinckney Treaty of 1795. 

When France took possession of Louisiana from Spain, 

a new era in American expansionism began. France was 

considered as dangerous to American security. By 1803 some 

were claiming for the United States the right to exercise 

dominion over the continent. The New-York Evening Post 

expressed it thus: 

The country is ours; ours is the right to its rivers 
and to all the sources of future opulence, power and 
happiness . . .̂ 3 

The United States did not, in 1803, have to prove 

that the continent belonged to America. In that year, 

Napoleon agreed to sell the Louisiana area to the Americans. 

Thus, the nation, an independent republic, embarked upon 

Weinberg, op. cit., p. 26. This is quoted from 
an address by a convention of Kentucky to the United States 
Congress in 1789. 

2^ iPid., P» 31* T h i s l s quoted from the New-York 
Evening Post of January 28, 1803. 
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expansion with the acquiring of this vast territory. One 

barrier to the accomplishment of the mission of continental 

expansion was eliminated. In this area too, there was the 

idea that this acquisition was in accord with the mission of 
\ 

spreading the blessings of American liberty. 

After the Louisiana Purchase, it became evident that 

the expansionist fever was growing. Americans began to look 

toward new areas for security, for commerce, or because of I 

the idea of natural limits. The Louisiana Purchase had 

extended the boundary to the Rocky Mountains in the West. 

Jefferson then sent Lewis and Clark to explore this area and 

to find a route to the Pacific. This promoted settlement in 

Oregon. 

In the meantime, another phase of expansionism was 

occurring at the expense of the Indians. Many of the Wester 1 

pioneers looked upon the Indians as barriers to expansion. 

From the first days of the republic, the Americans claimed 

that their right to the soil was superior to that of the 

Indians. They would use the land to a greater advantage than 

the original settlers. Americans justified dispossession of 

the Indians on the ground that it was necessary for the 

carrying out of the American mission and for the extension 

of civilized communities. Sometimes the Indians yielded j 

their lands without too much of a struggle—sometimes through 

bribery or peaceful coercion. At other times they were 

. 1 
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forcefully removed from their lands to make way for the whit 

settlers. This Indian conflict was one of the issues in-

| volved in the War of 1812. Indeed this mode of expansion at 

the expense of the Indians lasted most of the nineteenth 

century. Helen Hunt Jackson exposed many of the evils of 

the American policy in her work, Century of Dishonor, k 

This and other protests led to concern for the Indians and 

caused the American government to take some steps to improve 

the welfare of the victims of their destiny. By this time, 

however, most of the Indian lands had been appropriated by 

the white population. 

As some Americans were busy appropriating Indian 

lands, others began to look toward Florida. The idea began 

to develop that the natural boundary of the South was the 

Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico. Many felt Florida was of 

no use to Spain, whereas it would be a benefit to the United 

States. In this respect it would be a part of the American 

mission to annex Florida. Gouverneur Morris claimed that 

Florida was "joined to us by the hand of the Almighty." ^ 

In the course of events leading to the War of 1812, 

southern expansionists looked to the war as a means whereby 

the country might annex Florida. At the same time, northern 

h Helen Hunt Jackson, Century of Dishonor, New YorM 
1881, x-i|57 p. 

^5 Weinberg, op_. cit., p. k.9. (Quoted from Annals 
of Congress. 7th CongressT~2"nd session, column 201L. ) J 
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expansionists were talking in terras of the annexation of 

Canada. As will be seen in relation to Henry Adams, the 

I United States did eventually acquire West Florida through 

[ somewhat questionable means. Finally, a treaty with Spain 

in 1819 gave the Americans their natural boundary to the 

south when Spain gave up claims to East Florida, thereby 

opening the way for the next period of expansion. By this 

same treaty, the United States gave up any claims to Texas 

in agreeing to the new boundary line. These claims were to 

be reasserted in the l830's. 

Thus, in the period before, during, and after the 

War of 1812, there was talk of expansion to the natural boun|3 

aries of the United States. Although this was not accom­

plished to the north, it was accomplished to the south in 

the case of Florida. Albert Weinberg has described this 

desire to expand to the natural boundaries as "geographical 

predestination"--the idea that "nature or the natural order 

of things destined, natural boundaries for nations in general 

and the United States the nation of special destiny in 

particular."26 

After the treaty with Spain in 1819, the Rocky 

Mountains became something in the way of natural boundary. 

Soon people talked, of surmounting this barrier and taking 

26 Ibid., p. k3. 
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territory to the ocean. By the 1820's the continental idea 

of Manifest Destiny was a rather general topic of conversa­

tion although it was not called Manifest Destiny. 

This period after the war of 1812 was marked by a 

rise of nationalism, and the nationalists in general were 

sympathetic to the cause of expansion until it became in­

volved with the slave issue. Even Alexis deTocqueville was 

imbued with the idea of expansion, for in 1835 he wrote: 

At a period which may be said to be near . . . the 
Anglo-Americans will cover the immense space 
contained between the Polar regions and the tropics, 
extending from the coasts of the Atlantic to those 
of the Pacific Ocean.27 

Possible areas for expansion might include Cuba, 

Texas, which proclaimed its independence from Mexico in 

1836, and the Oregon area which since l8l8 had been jointly 

occupied, by the United States and Great Britain. It was in 

the period of controversy over the Texas and Oregon issues 

that the phrase Manifest Destiny came into its own. The 

credit for the term has been given to John L. 0'Sullivan, 

editor of the monthly publication Democratic Review and of 

the New York Morning News. In the use of the term, again 

there is conveyed something of the idea of American mission. 

7 Alexis deTocqueville, Democracy in America (trans, 
by Henry Reeve), World Classics Edition, LoncFon, 194-°, 
p. 284. 

I 
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In the November 1839 Democratic Review, in an 

editorial on "The Great Nation of Futurity," 0'Sullivan 

pictured the United States in the future as follows: 

The far reaching, the boundless future will be the 
era of American greatness. In its magnificent 
domain of space and time, the nation of many nations 
is destined to manifest to mankind the excellence of 
divine principles; to establish on earth the noblest 
temple ever dedicated to the worship of the Most 
High—the Sacred and the True. Its floor shall be a 
hemisphere—its roof the firmament of the star-
studded heavens, and its congregation an Union of 
many Republics, comprising hundreds of happy millions, 
calling, owning no man master, but governed by God's 
natural and moral law of equality, the law of 
brotherhood . . .28 

While this editorial did not use the word Manifest 

Destiny, it did express the future hopes of the democratic 

nation. 

Julius Pratt has written that the first appearance 

of the specific term was in an article in the combined July-

August l81j.5 issue of the Democratic Review which carried an 

article on the annexation of Texas denouncing opponents of 

annexation and urging all to unite behind the movement 

especially since other nations were trying to thwart America^ 

policy and check "the fulfillment of our manifest destiny to 

overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free 

development of our yearly multiplying millions."29 This, 

2® Julius W. Pratt, "The Origin of 'Manifest Destiny 
American Historical Review, Vol. 32, July 1927, p. 797. 

2 9 Ibid., p. 798. 
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according to Pratt,was very similar to an article in the 

July 9 Morning News which omitted the word manifest and 

which was also attributable to 0'Sullivan. 

In the January 5, l8k6, issue of the Morning News, 

in a letter signed by 0'Sullivan the word manifest was 

omitted but he spoke of "this destiny to overspread the 

whole American Continent with an immense democratic 

population."3° 

However, Pratt felt that it was an editorial in the 

December 27, l8k5, New York Morning News under the title, 

"The True Title," which set Congressmen talking about 

Manifest Destiny. The article affirmed the legal right of 

the United States to the Oregon area, and then stated that 

even without a legal right based on discovery, exploration, 

settlement, and continuity, the United States would still 

have the strongest claim to the area: 

. . . and that claim is by right of our manifest 
destiny to overspread and to possess the whole of 
the continent which Providence has given us for 
the development of the great experiment of liberty 
and federated self-government entrusted to us . . . 
The God of nature and of nations has marked it for 
our own; and. with his blessing we will firmly 
maintain the incontestable rights He has given, 
and fearlessly perform the high duties he has 
imposed.31 

30 ibid., p. 798. This was found by Pratt in the 
files of the New York Historical Society and was also print* 
in the New York Weekly News for January 3, 181+6. 

31 Ibid., p. 796. 
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Pratt claimed, that this term, Manifest Destiny, used 

in relation to the Oregon issue "proved to be such a 

i convenient summing up of the self-confident nationalist and 

expansionist sentiment of the time that it passed into the 

permanent national vocabulary."32 

Thus, in the two decades before the Civil War, the 

term Manifest Destiny came to be used in conjunction with 

territorial expansion, and it came to connote something of 

the idea of American mission. Providence had set apart the 

continent for the Americans and for the spreading of the 

blessings of democracy. The obtaining possession of the 

North American continent was to be a means of the fulfill­

ment of the ideal of democracy. Expansion and freedom were 

associated in an important relationship. Expansion was 

essential to the American national mission of national 

purpose of championing the rights of man. 

The first use of the term Manifest Destiny in 

Congress was in relation to the Oregon issue. By l81j.5-46, 

the United States and Great Britain were in disagreement as 

to proper boundaries between the new nations in the West. 

The Americans had been claiming the 54°^0' boundary, while 

the British refused to recognize this. This first use of 

the term in Congress was made on January 3, 181|6, by 

Rep. Robert Winthrop of Massachusetts, in opposing the end 

32 ibid., P. 798. I 
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of joint occupation of Oregon. He was critical of expan­

sionist ideas and identified Manifest Destiny as follows: 

I mean that new revelation of right which has been 
designated as the right of our manifest destiny to 
spread over this whole continent. It has been 
openly avowed in a leading administration journal 
that this . . . is our best and strongest title— 
one so clear, so pre-eminent, and so indisputable, 
that if Great Britain had all other titles in 
addition to her own, they would weigh nothing 
against it. The right of our manifest destiny! 
There is a right for a new chapter in the law of 
nations; or rather in the special laws of our own 
country; for I suppose the right of a manifest 
destiny to spread will not be admitted to exist in 
any nation except the universal Yankee nation.33 

At the same time, there were many expansionists in 

the country who felt that the United States had a higher and 

better title to Oregon under the laws of nature. Independen 

of prior right of discovery, or prior right of settlement, 

or any other rights, Oregon was felt by many as destined by 

God to become a part of the United States and to belong to a 

free people. Weinberg has claimed that in the Oregon issue 

"expansionism took up arms against legality and in its new 

independence adopted the bold doctrine that the true title 

was the title by manifest destiny."34 He has claimed that 

this was in direct line from the Puritan doctrine of the 

3 3 Ibid., p. 795. 

3^" Weinberg, op_. cit., p. 131. Some also felt the 
annexation of Oregon would rid the Continent of British 
power and thus preserve freedom. 
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superiority of the divine law to the human positive law 

whereby they believed laws not in accord with the law of God 

were not true laws and were not binding.35 

In relation to the Oregon issue and American 

expansion, the matter was eventually settled more in relatioi 

to the legal claims than to the true title by any manifest 

destiny. The boundary between the United States and Canada 

was established at the forty-ninth parallel. Probably one 

reason the expansionists were willing to compromise in I8J4.6 

was because of the fear of Mexico and the Mexican War. 

In the l8i;0's, aside from the Oregon question, the 

best example of the workings of the expansionists was in 

relation to Mexico and her territories. In this connection 

motives for expansion included natural development, 

spreading the ideas of American liberty, and preventing 

European political interference which would be dangerous to 

American freedom. 

In I836, Texas had proclaimed its independence of 

Mexico, but the latter had refused to recognize this. The 

United States, while recognizing Texan independence, had 

refused to annex the area of Texas which was asking to be 

admitted to statehood. This was because of the slavery 

issue and because of a fear of a war with Mexico. However, 

Ibid., p. 131. 
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there was a growing interest in Texas and also in the 

California and New Mexican territories. Many felt these 

areas were destined for a union with the American republic. 

By the 18^0's there were fears that Britain and 

France were trying to establish political influence in 

Texas. This was looked upon as a threat to American democracy 

and security. Americans also feared Great Britain in 

California. Some began to talk of annexing all of Mexico 

and Canada to preserve American free institutions. Professo^ 

Rippy has claimed that "manifest destiny never pointed to 

the acquisition of a region so unmistakably as when 

undemocratic, conservative Europe revealed an inclination to 

interfere or to absorb."36 

This fear of foreign influence in Texas, coupled 

with other factors, including the desires of the Texans, 

and the election of l81|!i, finally led to the annexation of 

Texas in 1845. Thus, again the country had expanded, and 

again it was a part of the American mission. They would 

regenerate those formerly under Mexican rule; they would 

spread the blessings of freedom and protect the area from 

foreign institutions of an absolute nature. 

3 J. Fred Rippy, The United States and Mexico, 
New York, 1926, p. 29. 
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When Mexico refused to recognize this annexation, a 

special minister, John Slidell, was sent to Mexico in an 

attempt to secure recognition of the Texas annexation with 

the Rio Grande as the boundary, to try to purchase Californiu 

and New Mexico, and to settle claims' issues. Shortly after 

the Mexican Government's refusal to negotiate, fighting 

broke out in disputed territory between the Mexicans and the 

Americans. This led to the American declaration of war in 

1846. 

The Mexican war is often referred to as an expan­

sionist war. The people of the United States were convinced 

by 1845-4° that they should extend their domain to the 

Pacific. Again, the idea was based on that of natural 

development, but also on the idea of regenerating the Mexicai 

subjects with the blessings of American democracy. This 

latter would be incidental to the real desire of acquiring 

valuable land, especially California, which President Polk 

had been willing to purchase from Mexico. As the war dragged 

on, some began to talk of conquering and keeping all of 

Mexico as well as California and New Mexico. Many felt it 

was a part of the American mission to improve the general 

conditions on the continent—to deliver the people from 

Mexican bondage. 
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In spite of the expansionists' wishes the treaty 

following the Mexican War did. not include Mexico proper, but 

it did include California, the New Mexican cession, and the 

recognition of the Texas boundary at the Rio Grande. Some 

have charged that the people of the United States were not 

really interested in improving the conditions of the Mexicanjs, 

but that they used this as an excuse to disguise their land 

hunger. Weinberg has claimed that the interest in land 

enabled the expansionists to have a greater sympathy for the 

inhabitants than would have been possible without the land 

37 interest.^' He wrote that this mission of regeneration 

placed "preeminent weight upon the welfare of the patriot's 

own nation as the bearer of highest values," and he saw that 

in regenerating others there was also the possibility of 

"enhancing the vitality of the chosen people itself."38 

H. C. Chittenden has also written of this phase of 

expansionism as being in accord with the interests of man­

kind. He admitted that the people of the United States were 

convinced of the importance of extending their domain to the 

Pacific. He did not believe that this was solely out of the 

desire for physical expansion. He said the interests of the 

people of the region as well as civilization in general, 

37 Weinberg, op. cit., p. 187. 

3 8 Ibid., p. 189. 
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motivated the Americans along with the desire for natural 

development. Chittenden considered that the United States 

had the obligation to the world, to its own political future, 

| and to the welfare of the people in the territories to wage 

the Mexican war. Chittenden wrote that whatever the opinior 

regarding the means by which the Mexican territory was 

transferred to the United States, "one must acknowledge 

that the end was in accord with the best interests of J 

civilization."39 He was of the opinion that the action of 

the United States was prompted, "not by a lust of territory, 

but by the fulfillment of a duty to civilization . . ,"^° 

In these opinions there is again the idea of the 

connection of Manifest Destiny with the American mission. 

The United States was acting as an agent of Providence, 

acting for the good of civilization, and acting on a higher 

ground than mere lust for territory. 

Following the Mexican War, there was some talk about 

expansion, especially to the South. Because in this period 

eyes were also fixed upon the slavery issue, there was not 

much accomplished in the way of annexing territory. Yet, 

the inaugural of President Pierce is an example of this talli: 

3 9 Chittenden, op_. cit., p. 50. 

^° Ibid., p. 51. This idea of civilizing is a 
contrast to the home policy in relation to the Negroes or 
the Indian wards. 
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. . . The policy of my Administration will not be 
controlled by any timid forebodings of evil from 
expansion. Indeed. . . . our attitude as a nation 
and our position on the globe render the acquisition 
of certain possessions not within our jurisdiction 

; eminently important for our protection, if not in 
the future essential for preservation of the rights 
of commerce and peace of the world, M-1 

The Pierce Administration sought at times Cuba, 

Mexican territory, and Hawaii. Cuba was perhaps the focal 

point. Many looked upon the island as a natural appendage 

to the United States. There was some talk of seizing Cuba 

by force if Spain refused to sell it. However, during this 

pre-Civil War period, the goal was not obtained. In fact, 

the only territory acquired by the United States in the 

1850's was the Gadsden Purchase acquired from Mexico in 

1854« This was a small area purchased with a view toward 

the eventual building of a transcontinental railroad, and 

it was the final contiguous territory annexed to the United 

States. Then in the decade of the l860's the Americans 

temporarily turned from expansionism as they fought the 

American Civil War. By this time they had spanned the 

continent from East to West. 

In the immediate post-Civil War period, the general 

idea of Manifest Destiny was not too popular. The Civil War. 

by shattering somewhat the optimism of the '40's and by 

-̂1 Quoted by Thomas A. Bailey in A Diplomatic His tor; 
of the American People, 5th edition, New York, 1955, p. 311. 
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reminding the American people of the inadequateness of their 

political institutions in solving some of the problems of 

society, weakened the demand for territorial expansion. 

Many Americans felt it better to improve what they had rathe: 

than to embark on foreign ventures. Reconstruction problems 

and problems connected with industrial and technological 

growth occupied the attention of the majority of the people. 

An exception to this was Secretary of State William 

Seward "whose brain was constantly busy with schemes of an-

nexation,"^and who succeeded in 1867 in securing the purchase 

of Alaska from Russia. The opponents of this expansion felt 

America was establishing a dangerous precedent by acquiring 

noncontiguous territory. Many felt the territory was barren 

and useless. Nevertheless, the treaty of purchase finally 

passed the Senate, and the House of Representatives at length 

agreed on the appropriation of $7,200,000 for the purchase. 

In the arguments in support of the purchase there was allusion 

to the inevitable workings of Manifest Destiny and to the 

gain for republican institutions by the banishing of Russia 

from the continent.^-3 

^ 2 Carl Schurz, "Manifest Destiny" Harper's Magazine, 
Vol. 87, October, 1893, p. 737. * 

•̂3 por the specific statements, see Bailey, on. cit. J 
p. 399-403. -* ' 
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Except for the purchase of Alaska, the Americans, in 

the period between 1867-90 seemed to be limiting Manifest 

Destiny to their continent, and they did not regard the 

acquisition of outlying territory as desirable. In this 

period, attempts on the part of Seward to annex Santo Doming) 

and the Danish West Indies ended in failure. 

By the 1890's, however, there developed what came to 

be called a new Manifest Destiny. By this time, the 

Reconstruction problems no longer occupied the attentions of 

the whole nation. The American continent itself had been 

subdued. The American nation was competing with Europe for 

markets and. sources of raw materials. Europe itself was 

embarking on what has been styled as the new imperialism. 

Hence, Americans began to talk again in terms of Manifest 

Destiny. Another factor which aided the development of the 

new Manifest Destiny was the application of the Darwinian 

laws of survival of the fittest to nations. Writers like 

John Fiske, Josiah Strong, and John Burgess wrote in terms oa 

the superiority of the Anglo-Saxon and Teutonic races. Alfrejd 

Mahan in writing on The Influence of Sea Power stressed the 

idea that the nation with the largest navy would control the 
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world. This nation would also need colonies as bases for 

defense and coaling and repair stations.Ml 

Carl Schurz described this new concept of Manifest 

Destiny as "the acquisition of such territory, far and near, 

as may be useful in enlarging our commercial advantages, and 

in securing to our navy facilities desirable for the 

operations of a great naval power."M-5 This new concept was 

that of incorporating not only contiguous territory, but 

also of acquiring noncontiguous areas far and near which 

would prove advantageous to the nation. 

There were many in the United States who were 

opposed to this concept of Manifest Destiny. Some felt that 

the acquiring of noncontiguous territory would present a 

vulnerable point of attack. As an example of this, in 1893 

a treaty of annexation of the Hawaiian Islands was drawn up. 

There was some opposition on the part of those who thought 

it was breaking with the past. These favored a homogeneous 

people, a small navy and an aloofness from world politics 

hk Julius W. Pratt in The Expansionists of 1898, 
Baltimore, 1936, gives a good explanation of the new move­
ment in Chapter I entitled "The New Manifest Destiny." In 
spite of this new movement, John Hawgood has claimed that 
after 1871 most Americans accepted the idea that "the 
Dominion of Canada actually preferred its allegiance to the 
British Crown to the alternative of seeking admission to the 
American Union." (Hawgood, op. cit., p. 1^3.) 

b$ Schurz, op. cit., p. 738. 
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instead of the annexation of a nonhomogeneous people in 

another continent. Carl Schurz complained: "If we acquire 

Hawaii, we acquire not an addition to our strength, but a 

dangerous element of weakness."M-6 

Most Americans did not hold the concept of Carl 

Schurz and many believed that the new idea of Manifest Des­

tiny meant that "American expansion could not be resisted by 

Americans themselves, caught, willingly or unwillingly, in 

the toils of an inevitable destiny. "*+7 Many saw that it was 

necessary for the United States to act to prevent the 

Hawaiian Islands from falling into the hands of an Asiatic ob 

European power. This would interfere with American dominion 

in the Pacific. In spite of this, the annexation of the 

Hawaiian Islands was delayed until the Spanish-American War 

added support for the annexation. Annexation thus became a 

war measure. McKinley claimed shortly after the battle of 

Manila, "We need Hawaii just as much and a great deal more 

than we did California. It is manifest destiny."^8 ^Q 

BS 

Ibid., p. 744* Schurz saw Manifest Destiny as 
"the preservation of the exceptional and. invaluable advantag 
they now enjoy, and the growth . . . of a vigorous nationality 
in freedom, prosperity, and power." He feared that in 
acquiring tropical lands there would be a decline in national 
traditions and character leading to "turbulence, demoraliza­
tion and final decay." (Ibid., p. 746.) 

kl Weinberg, op. cit., p. 254. 

lj-8 Charles Olcott, The Life of William McKinley, 
Boston, 1916, Vol. I, p. 3>lTT 
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motives here were not so much connected, with the American 

mission of regeneration or of spreading liberty, but with 

the American mission of becoming a great Pacific poweii 

The next phase in which there is seen the idea of 

expansion was in the Spanish American War and its results. 

The ostensible purpose of this war was the liberation of 

Cuba. In the course of the war, the United States Congress 

passed the Teller Amendment which disavowed any desire to 

annex Cuba even though this island in the pre-Civil War time^ 

had been looked upon as a natural appendage. In the course 

of the war, the United. States took some parts of the Spanish 

Empire—Manila, Guam, and Porto Rico. The war, while a war 

to liberate Cuba, whetted the appetites of the expansionists, 

When the war was over, the question of spoils was 

important. Expansionists in the country were demanding all 

of the Philippine Islands, Guam, and Porto Rico. Territorial 

development was an expression of the Manifest Destiny of the 

nation. The Philippine Island question occupied a good deal 

of the time at the Paris Peace Conference. 

President McKinley in his instructions to his delegates 

on the subject of the Philippines alluded to the American 

mission when he wrote: 

The march of events rules and overrules human action . . 
We can not be unmindful that, without any desire or 
design on our part, the war has brought us new duties 
and new responsibilities which we must meet and 
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discharge as becomes a great nation on whose growth 
and career from the beginning the Ruler of Nations 
has plainly written the high command and pledge of 
civilization. 4-9 

Thus, if the Philippine Islands were annexed by the 

United States, it would be a part of the plan of Providence. 

The United States had a duty or responsibility forced on it 

by destiny. 

In his specific instructions to the peace delegates 

on October 25, 1898, McKinley told them to demand all of the 

Philippine Islands, even though only Manila had been capturefl 

and this after the armistice had been signed. In later 

explaining his action, the President said there was no 

alternative. He did not want to give the islands back to 

Spain; he did not want to turn them over to commercial rivals 

in the Orient, France or Germany; he did not want to leave 

them to themselves since he considered them unfit for self 

government. Thus, he saw that the United States had to take 

them,,had. to educate, had to Christianize them.^0 This was 

a duty which could not be avoided. 

^ Bailey, op. cit., p. 5l6. (Quoted from Foreign 
Relations, 1898, September 16, 1898, p. 907.) 

£° Bailey, op_. cit., p. 520. Tyler Dennett has 
claimed that this American policy whad been adopted in great 
ignorance of the actual facts in the islands, and in a 
blissful and exalted assumption that any race ought to regar 
conquest by the American people as a superlative blessing." 
(Tyler Dennett, Americans in Eastern Asia, New York, 1922. 
p. 629.) 
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At the Peace Conference, America also took Guam and 

Porto Rico claiming these by right of conquest. As a result 

of the Spanish American War, the United States, for reasons of 

increased power, commercial needs, and duty, embarked, upon 

an imperialist policy. In this policy, the majority of the 

nation saw themselves as carrying out a mission similar to 

the mission of the Puritan settlers of the seventeenth 

century. 

In the period after the annexation of the Philippines)], 

the United States had to use force to put down a revolution 

of the Filipinos demanding independence. In putting down 

this insurrection the Americans used the idea that force was 

a necessary means of fulfilling the duty of extending 

civilization to the less fortunate. This was the idea of the 

white man's burden. In the long run, the putting down of the 

insurrection would be of benefit to the island population. 

The war against the insurgents was fulfilling the American 

mission. This was difficult to understand in 1899, but it is! 

a fact that when the revolution was put down, a civil govern-j 

ment was established in the islands, and there was developed. 

a political capacity among the people. By 1916 ultimate 

independence was promised; this was granted in 1946. In thisj 

area, therefore, expansion was not permanent. Once the 

Americans had fulfilled their mission, they withdrew. Yet, 

there are many who would claim that this withdrawal had nothing 

to do with the American mission idea. 
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There were also examples of the idea of mission and 

Manifest Destiny in relations between the United. States and 

Latin America and the Caribbean area in the twentieth centurj. 

In relation to Latin America as early as 1823 with the 

Monroe Doctrine, the United States claimed that its rights ir 

the Western Hemisphere were superior to those of Europe. In 

1901 they were claiming to have a paramount right in relatior 

to any canal that might be built across the Isthmus of Panama.. 

In accord with this idea, America finally secured 

from Great Britain the abrogation of the Clayton-Bulwer 

treaty of 1850 which had provided for a joint endeavor in 

canal building on the part of the two nations. The Hay-

Pauncefote Treaty of 1901 gave the United States the exclusiv|e 

right to build and to regulate the canal. When Theodore 

Roosevelt had difficulties with Colombia over the canal, he 

used. American forces to prevent Colombia from landing troops 

to suppress a revolt of the newly proclaimed republic of 

Panama. When the Panama revolution succeeded, Roosevelt was 

able to negotiate a treaty with Panama which provided for the 

canal zone and. which made the building of the canal possible. 

From the point of view of American mission, this is important 

in that Roosevelt used the idea that he was doing this in the 

interests of mankind. He told Congress: 

I confidently maintain that the recognition of the 
Republic of Panama was an act justified by the 
interests of collective civilization. If ever a 
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Government could be s a i d to have r e c e i v e d a mandate 
from c i v i l i z a t i o n . . . t he Uni ted S t a t e s ho lds t h a t 
p o s i t i o n w i th r e g a r d t o the i n t e r o c e a n i c c a n a l . 5 l 

Thus the expansion of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i n a c q u i r i n g 

t h e Canal Zone and the r i g h t t o b u i l d the cana l was 

c o n s i d e r e d as another phase of the American m i s s i o n . 

I n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y one of the f a c t o r s 

i n v o l v e d in c o n t i n e n t a l expansion had been the i d e a of s e l f -

d e f e n s e . There had been the d e s i r e , e s p e c i a l l y i n Texas , 

C a l i f o r n i a , and Oregon t o keep out European i d e a s and 

i n f l u e n c e s . In the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , the Uni ted S t a t e s o f t e 

i n t e r v e n e d i n L a t i n American a f f a i r s , no t out of a d e s i r e 

f o r l a n d , bu t out of t he d e s i r e to m a i n t a i n peace i n t h e 

wes te rn hemisphere . 

In 1904 Theodore Rooseve l t announced what has been 

c a l l e d t h e Rooseve l t C o r o l l a r y to the Monroe D o c t r i n e . The 

g e n e r a l i d e a was t h a t the Uni ted S t a t e s had t h e r i g h t and 

du ty t o i n t e r v e n e i n c o u n t r i e s of the Western Hemisphere, 

r e q u e s t e d or n o t , t o p r e s e r v e or r e s t o r e o r d e r , i n o rder t o 

p r e v e n t European powers from i n t e r v e n i n g . Rooseve l t r e f e r r e d 

t o t h i s as t h e " e x e r c i s e of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i c e power . "5 

51 B a i l e y , op . c i t . , p . 54^-. (Quoted from Fore ign 
R e l a t i o n s , 1903 , p .~27£7T" By 1934 P . D. Rooseve l t c laimed 
t h a t because t h e cana l se rved a l l n a t i o n s i n peace fu l commer|e 
the Uni t ed S t a t e s was "a t r u s t e e f o r a l l the world i n i t s 
p e a c e f u l m a i n t e n a n c e . " . (Weinberg, op, c i t . , p . 346 . Quoted 
from Bal t imore Sun, J u l y 12, 1934*) 

52 B a i l e y , op . c i t . , p . 558 . (Quoted from 
r!r.ng-ng.qsrfnna1 RprrvrTTy 5nffnnQB»aaj 3 aoao ion , y, 19») 
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Albert Weinberg has claimed, that this concept was derived 

from that of Manifest Destiny. He said the idea had "the 

notion of America's preeminent moral distinction and that 

of its representation of Providence by virtue of this 

distinction."^ T h i s w a s t h e i d e a t h a t ^ ^ 3 ^ w a s 

commissioned by Providence to preserve the rights of man on 

this continent. Later this idea was extended so that it 

became the duty of the United States to intervene abroad in 

matters which were to the interests of the United States. 

The classic example of this was the American participation 

at the Algeciras Conference to help settle the dispute betwee|n 

France and Germany in 1906. Roosevelt felt it was in the 

interests of the United States to preserve world peace in 

1906. 

Thus, the interventions in Latin America in the 

twentieth century were not for imperialism but out of duty to 

protect the nations of Latin America. Weinberg has claimed: 

. . . the traditional conception of America's manifest 
destiny as guardian of America was partially eclipsed 
by the conception . . . that America was the 
representative in the Western Hemisphere of the 
interests and ideals of the Teutonic civilization.^4 

53 Weinberg, op. cit., p. 421. 

Ibld»» P- ^31. For the most part the Latin American 
republics resented this mission claimed by the United States 
With the Good Neighbor policy of F. D. Roosevelt, the United 
States abandoned the idea of single-handed intervention. 
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The purchase of the Danish West Indies in 1917 

closed the epic of territorial Manifest Destiny. This last 

expansion was based chiefly on the idea of self-defense. 

After the outbreak of World War I, there was the fear that 

Germany might absorb Denmark and thus claim a legal title to 

the Danish West Indies. The United States opened negotia­

tions with Denmark for purchase, claiming that if Germany 

forced Denmark to cede the islands to her, the United States 

would seize them to prevent Germany from getting them. 

Denmark soon found it was impossible to refuse the proposal 

for sale and accepted the treaty. This expansion was based 

on the idea of political necessity and self-defense. 

Thus the epic of American territorial expansion came 

to a close in 1917. In the post World War I period, some 

claimed that it was the destiny of the United States to 

extend her moral influence. Yet, the nation refused to join 

the League of Nations and seemed to ignore this concept. In 

the post World War II period the country is attempting to 

take a lead in trying to make the spirit of democracy 

prevail. The new American mission seems to be that of 

leader of the free world against the forces of Communist 

opposition. Whether American expansionism is dead will have! 
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to be decided in the years to come. At this time, any such 

revival in the near future seems hard to envision in view of 

the American commitments to the world.^ 

In this chapter an attempt has been made to point 

out the general concept of the term of Manifest Destiny, and 

then to see the operation of this concept in American 

history. This has been done by showing some of the earliest 

ideas in regard to the purpose of the founding of some of 

the English settlements, and then by tracing the actual ex­

pansion of the country from the time of the French and 

English wars to the purchase of the Danish West Indies in 

1917. It has not been the purpose to weigh the methods or 

merits of the individual cases of expansion. Rather an 

attempt has been made to discuss the idea of expansion from 

the point of view of motives in order to show that in many 

instances there were similarities. Sometimes these motives 

were for reasons of natural growth, or self-defense, or morafL 

regeneration, or for spreading the blessings of liberty. 

From this it would seem evident that one of the themes 

£5 Writing in 1935 Albert Weinberg said that 
" . . . history has shifted from America's mission of 
expansion to leadership in an international stabilization 
demanding that the long manifest destiny of continental 
dominion be left for ever unfulfilled." (Weinberg, op. cit.jj, 
p. 477-8.) It would seem that this is even more true in 
the decade of the 1960's. 
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dominating the minds of the leaders of the nation has been 

the idea that America has occupied a special destiny among 

the nations of the earth. 

With this idea in mind, the next chapters will be 

devoted to the ideas of representative American historians 

of the nineteenth century in relation to the idea of Manifest 

Destiny. The attempt will be made to show how these 

historians viewed the expansion of their country, and to try| 

to determine what prospects they saw for the future. 
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CHAPTER II 

GEORGE BANCROFT AND THE PROVIDENTIAL MISSION OF AMERICA 

Although George Bancroft was a most successful 

nineteenth century American historian, today he is a name 

ambling through the past, his books seldom read or discussed 

except in relation to American historiography. In this 

connection, especially in relation to the American mission 

and Manifest Destiny, Bancroft has left his imprint. As an 

historian and politician he viewed the expansion of the 

country as part of a very careful plan of Divine Providence. 

America's mission was divinely ordained. This idea pervades 

his writings. Under the guidance of God, America had grown, 

had done great things, and was destined to be an example to 

the world. 

1. Background and General Appraisal 

George Bancroft, Brahmin rebel, was born in Worceste: 

Massachusetts, in 1800, as the hopeful, optimistic nineteent! 

century was opening. The era of his life was one of 

momentous change and one which has left a marked impression 

on American political, social, economic, and intellectual 

life. In the year of his birth, Thomas Jefferson was electe 

President. As he was growing up, the American population wa 

rapidly increasing; pioneers were moving across the mountain;! 
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to the West; cities were springing up in former wilderness 

areas. Yet, as he was growing up, Massachusetts still lived 

in the spirit of the past century, firmly entrenched in 

Federalism and concerned primarily with the business 

elements. 

Bancroft, the son of a Yankee minister, was brought 

up in the surroundings and traditions of the aristocratic 

Brahmin caste. These traditions were Federalist and 

conservative. Like so many others of his class, he attended! 

Phillips Academy at Exeter, New Hampshire, in preparation fd 

Harvard University. In his senior year at Harvard, he won 

the Bowdoin essay contest for a work entitled "The Use and 

Necessity of Revelation. In this essay he attacked the 

rationalists, the deists, and the evangelical faiths which 

proclaimed truths developed through their own minds. In 

contrast, he stressed the need of revelation, and set forth 

his belief in the existence of an all wise Providence which 

directed and controlled the universe. 

The future historian graduated from Harvard in 1817, 

second in his class. After graduation, he remained at the 

University and started to prepare for the ministry. Within 

a short time he was sent by President Kirkland of Harvard to 

Gottingen, Germany, for further study. Here it was intended 

that he would become a learned theologian and Bible critic. 

At Gottingen, he became uncertain as to his future choice of 
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professions, and while not abandoning the ministry completely, 

he did begin a shift of emphasis from theology to the 

I classics and history. In 1820, he received a degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy from Gottingen, and then attended 

lectures at the University of Berlin. After some travel on 

the continent, he returned home in 1822. 

The school year 1822-23 found Bancroft at Harvard 

as a Greek tutor. Here he attempted to reform the teaching | 

procedures by introducing German methods. These efforts 

proved unpopular, and Bancroft soon left Harvard. In 1823, 

he and Joseph Cogswell, Harvard librarian, established 

Round Hill school for boys which was to be an experimental 

school modeled on the German methods. In the meantime, he 

had also begun a preaching career which ended unsuccessfully 

in 1823. After about eight years, Bancroft had tired of his 

teaching career, so he sold his interest in Round Hill to 

his partner and divorced himself from any connection with 

the school. Most of the rest of his life was spent either 

in making history by dabbling in the field of politics, or 

in writing history, a pursuit which gained for him the title 

of "dean of American historical writing."1 

1 Russel Blaine Nye, Brahmin Rebel, New York, 1944* 
p. 85. 
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By this time, he had also become interested, in the 

party ideas of Jefferson. In 1826 he had been asked to give 

the Fourth of July Oration at Northhampton, Massachusetts, 

celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the nation. Although 

he had no known political affiliation at the time, in this 

his first public political oration, he showed that his 

sympathies lay with the Jeffersontans for he claimed: 

. . . in the science of government, as elsewhere, 
the deliberate convictions of mankind, reasoning 
the causes of their own happiness, their own wants 
and interests, are the surest revelations of 
political truth . . . The popular voice is all 
powerful with us; this is our oracle; this, we 
acknowledge is the voice of God.2 

This firm belief in democrary was to be a basic tenet 

throughout his life. 

By now Bancroft could be styled as a Brahmin rebel. 

First, the son of a minister, he abandoned the ministerial 

profession; then, he rebelled against New England teaching 

methods and imported German methods; then, in conservative, 

aristocratic New England, he became a rebel in politics by 

casting his lot with the party of Jefferson and Jackson. 

Ibid., p. 87. This was in contrast to Francis 
Parkman who wrote in 1875, "My political faith lies between 
two vicious extremes, democracy and absolute authority; eac 
of which I detest the more because it tends to react into 
the other. I do not object to a good constitutional monarc 
but prefer a conservative republic where intelligence and 
character and not numbers, hold the reins of power." 
(Wilbur R. Jacobs (ed.), Letters of Francis Parkman, Norman, 
I960, II, p. 82.) 
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In the midst of his early historical writing, the 

first volume of which he published in 1834, Bancroft became 

active in politics. Having supported Van Buren in I836, he 

was appointed Collector of the Port in Boston in 1837. In 

1844, as a delegate to the Democratic national convention, 

he helped James K. Polk to secure the Presidential nominatiofi, 

and he then worked for his election on the expansionist 

Democratic platform of l844« That same year, he ran unsuc­

cessfully for the governorship of Massachusetts. After the 

inauguration of Polk, Bancroft's loyalty to the President 

was recognized with his appointment as Secretary of the Navj 

In this capacity, as will later be demonstrated, he showed 

himself as an ardent expansionist in regard to Texas and 

California, and he helped Polk in the settlement of the 

Oregon dispute with Great Britain. As Navy Secretary, he 

also introduced certain reforms, and he saw the establish­

ment of the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. In 

the fall of 1846, Bancroft, who had. always been interested 

in the diplomatic field, was appointed envoy extraordinary 

and minister plenipotentiary to England, a position which hej 

held until 1849 when the Whig Administration of Zachary 

Taylor appointed a successor. 

By this time, Bancroft had decided he could find in 

American history the opportunity of discovering truths of 

universal importance. He would express these truths for thej 
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benefit of the human race. Thus, he decided to devote full 

time to a career of writing history. While abroad he had 

collected documents from various countries which he hoped to 

use in his projected History. Most of the rest of his careejr, 

except for a period from 1867-74 during which he served as 

Minister first to Prussia and then to a united Germany, he 

spent in the District of Columbia devoted to this pursuit. 

Here he was free of all sets and honored by members of all 

circles. 

It has been said that Bancroft as an historian 

"combined some of the greatest merits and some of the 

profoundest defects ever united in a single author."3 

G. P. Gooch has said that "American history came of age with 

Bancroft."^- Bancroft's theme was to trace the gradual 

emergence of liberty from its early beginnings in the coloni|es 

through the years. Unlike Henry Adams and John Fiske, 

Bancroft thought history rested on philosophy rather than 

science. Hence, his was a religio-philosophico approach in 

contrast to the later scientific historians. 

Bancroft perceived the world was in a constant state 

of progress or advancement, and he believed the historian 

should write of these changes and discuss the evidences of 

3 T. W. Higginson, "George Bancroft," Nation, Vol. 
52, January 22, 1891, p. 66. 

h G. P. Gooch, History and Historians in the 
Nineteenth Century. New JLork, imbV. n. •}'/'/. 
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human progress. His philosophy was built around the idea of 

"an unbounded faith in mankind and in man's inherent natural 

goodness."5 it was his opinion that man, having been given 

reason by God, could discern the truth, and he felt that 

government was expressed by the will of the masses. Thus, 

man was able to rule himself by divine guidance and progress 

toward a higher state. 

From 1834 to 1875 Bancroft published a ten volume 

work entitled History of the United States from the Discovery 

of the American Continent. Although he had intended to brin 

the text down to his time, the ten volumes encompassed only 

the colonial and revolutionary periods. To this History was 

later added a two volume unit on the formation of the 

American Constitution, published in 1883. The original 

History went through numerous additions. In I876 a revision^ 

styled the Centenary Edition reduced the original ten 

volumes to six. Finally, in what was known as the Author's 

Last Revision, the original History and the two volume work 

on the Constitution were condensed in a six volume edition. 

As has been pointed out, the general theme of the 

History was that the gradual federalization of the colonies 

had been present in American history since the beginning. 

5 Nye, op. cit., p. 100. 
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"He b u i l t h i s H i s t o r y about a c e n t r a l theme, the sove re ign ty 

of the people and t h e i r r i g h t t o e x e r c i s e i t f r e e l y . " His 

"comprehensive humanity and l i b e r a l economy pervade almost 

every chap t e r of t he volumes . . . "7 Bancrof t always kep t 

be fo re him a b e l i e f i n the cause of freedom and human r i g h t s 

He conveyed the i d e a t h a t the United S t a t e s was the hope of 

the wor ld , and through i t freedom would be spread e l s e w h e r e . 

To him h i s t o r y was more than a mere r eco rd of p a s t e v e n t s ; 

" i t was God's p l a n f o r the advancement of mankind t r ans l a t ed ] 

i n t o a c t i o n . " ° 

Bancroft's recent biographer, Russel Nye, has 

described Bancroft as convinced that history was: 

...but the record of a divine plan manifested in the 
past, and that the divine plan proved that mankind 
was intended by God to progress toward a future 
state wherein principles of truth, justice, beauty, 
and morality—perceived intuitively through Reason--
might guide and raise it.9 

6 Nye, op_. cit., p. 304. In a letter to Bancroft, 
October 18, 187"57 Francis Parkman said: "Your object is the 
opposite of mine. You trace the development of American 
independence, while I shall try to show the fall of French 
absolutism." (Jacobs, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 117.) 

7 W. 0. Johnson, "History of the United States from 
the Discovery of the American Continent," North American 
Review, Vol. 80, April 1855, p. 392. 

° Nye, op. cit., p. 196. 

9 Ibid., p. 101-2. 
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Nye has w r i t t e n t h a t B a n c r o f t ' s h i s t o r y was a r e c o r d of 

e v e n t s : 

. . . which i n t h e i r s t e a d y march from tyranny toward 
l i b e r t y , from h e t e r o g e n e i t y to homogeneity, from 
s c a t t e r e d c o l o n i e s t o f e d e r a t e d r e p u b l i c , 
i l l u s t r a t e d i n a s i n g l e sweep the i n e v i t a b i l i t y of 
man's p r o g r e s s and t h e u n i t y of humanity.10 

Nye has claimed t h a t Bancrof t said, what the people 

t h o u g h t : 

... that theirs was a God-directed nation, a divinely 
inspired state destined to bring safely into the 
world as an example to mankind a government found 
in freedom and grounded in liberty, a nation built 
on a belief in the worth and. dignity of the common 
man. H 

Thus, Bancroft's writings displayed a spirit of loftjy 

patriotism, an enthusiastic love of country, and a firm 

belief in Divine Providence. Someone has said that his 

history demonstrated the idea that the best government rests 

on the people not on the few, that the voice of the people 

was the voice of God, and that the History itself was 

"little less than a divine revelation" since Bancroft seemec 

to be proclaiming, "Thus saith the Lord!"!2 

Critics of the historian have charged that his love 

of country was sometimes too exalted to be discriminating; 

that he often indulged in digressions; that his references 

1° Ibid., p. 102, 

11 Ibid., p. 102-3o 

12 Odell Shepard, "Philosopher Politician," Nation, 
Vol. 159. September 9, 1944t P. 301. 
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! were not always accurate; that he transposed parts of 

quotations and sometimes blended from several quotations; 

\ that he sometimes became too partial to a theme and 

i exaggerated its importance. One critic once charged that 

his great admiration for the United States "colored his pageii 

so highly that the historian seemed to give place to the 

eulogist, and the leading personages of the story to be 

uniformly represented as saints or heroes."13 Another has 

claimed that' his early volumes were uncritical and that "the 

men and events of the Colonial period were wrapped in a haze 

of golden mist from which they were long in emerging."^" 

John Bassett wrote that the early volumes were "marred by 

his enthusiasm for democratic institutions, leading him to 

fervid outbreaks in praise of liberty."1-* He wrote: "He 

assumed that the United States was founded on a plan 

superior to that of other nations, and that their growth 

verified his theory."16 

13 F. Bowen, "Bancroft's History of the United 
States," North American Review, Vol. 74, April 1852, p. 508. 

1̂ - James T. Adams, "History and the Lower Criticism, ' 
Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 132, September 1923, p. 310. Adams 
claimed that some voices were raised in criticism to suggest 
that "the history of the United States was not that of the 
Kingdom of Heaven." (Ibid., p. 310.) 

•^ John Spencer Bassett, The Middle Group of Amer­
ican Historians, New York, 1917, p. 1"82~. 

16 Ibid., p. 184. 
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Harvey Wish has said that Bancroft reflected many of 

the romantic tendencies associated with German historians. 

He claims that Bancroft liked to make strong moral judgments 

and that he felt that justice lay with the common man and 

Jacksonian democracy, yet he says: 

. . . he often engulfed the personality of the 
individual within a blurred nation group whose 
fate was already determined long ago in the 
'germ' of remote folkways and racial characteristics.17 

Michael Kraus had written that modern scholarship 

tends to be dissatisfied with "hirs loud and uncritical 

Americanisms" and "with his omissions of certain factors, 

particularly the economic conflicts."1° Yet, he points out 

what many others have also pointed out, that at the time of 

his writing, this was the type of history being written. 

Most will admit that his mistakes were mistakes of his 

generation. In his Author's Last Revision, there were some 

changes in approach; some of the inflated prose disappeared; 

there were fewer references to Divine Providence, and there 

was a less aggressive spirit of nationalism. Yet, Nye has 

claimed that the guiding principle remained the same—"the 

17 Harvey Wish, The American Historian—A Social-
Intellectual History of the Writing~of the American Pas€, 
New York, I960, p. 75T~ Nye has writTen''that Bancroft was 
not identified with all elements of Jacksonianism, and that 
he was more of a Jeffersonian operating within Jackson's 
party "not wholly agreeing with, and not wholly condemning 
his natural or his adopted body of political doctrine." 
(Nye, op. cit., p. 305.) 

^18^Michael Kraus, A History of American History, 
IJAIw J I V J . k , 1 7 J 'ufclVEftSlTY^aHoTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATESTUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

BANCROFT AND PROVIDENTIAL MANIFEST DESTINY 52 

p r o g r e s s of the c o l o n i e s toward independence was s t i l l God-

o rda ined , and the hand of d e s t i n y ev iden t i n every event of 

the long march toward r evo lu t i on . " I 9 A. Stevens once wrote 

of h i s volumes t h a t they conta ined the i d e a : 

There i s a God; t h i s God i s not merely i n the d i s t a n t 
heavens ; bu t he re among us men; the h i s t o r y of t he se 
Nor th American l ands i s thus t end ing to a p r e -o rda ined 
r e s u l t . 2 0 

Having seen something of the h i s t o r i a n ' s background 

and having i n g e n e r a l appra i sed h i s work, i t i s the purpose 

of t h i s chap te r now t o t u r n t o B a n c r o f t ' s works, and t o 

t r a c e h i s a t t i t u d e s toward the Manifes t Des t iny of the 

coun t ry . B a n c r o f t ' s views toward expansion and growth come 

from two ch ie f s o u r c e s , h i s H i s t o r y and h i s L e t t e r s . 

B a n c r o f t ' s H i s t o r y d e a l s w i th the f i r s t two phases of 

Mani fes t D e s t i n y - - t h e c o l o n i a l expansion and the expansion 

as a r e s u l t of t h e American R e v o l u t i o n . B a s s e t t has claimed 

t h a t h i s H i s t o r y i s "our g r e a t defense of the r i s e of the 

American n a t i o n a l i t y , our most f e r v e n t g r e a t apology fo r the 

war of independence wi th a l l i t s un tu to red Americanism." 

In h i s H i s t o r y , i t i s easy t o p e r c e i v e h i s i deas i n r ega rd 

1 9 Nye, op. cit., p. 287. 
2 0 A. Stevens, "George Bancroft," National Magazine, 

Vol. 6, 1854, P. 69. 
2 1 Bassett, op_. cit., p. 203. 
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to the future greatness of the country. For the views of the 

historian during the period of the Manifest Destiny movement 

of the 1840*s, there are his Letters, especially those 

written in regard to the Texas and Oregon issues. 

2. Bancroft and the Mission of America 

In his Preface to his History, Bancroft set forth his 

theme and purpose. He claimed, "The maturity of the nation 

is but a continuation of its youth. The spirit of the 

colonies demanded freedom from the beginning."22 He justifie 

dwelling on the colonial period because "it contains the. 

germs of our institutions." 3 He felt the seeds of liberty 

were sown in the colonial times, and he aimed to give a full 

picture of the progress of American institutions. Bancroft 

pointed out that his object was: 

. . . to show how the change in the condition of our 
land has been accomplished; and as the fortunes of a 
nation are not under the control of a blind destiny, 
to follow the steps by which a favoring Providence, 
calling our institutions into being, has conducted 
the country to its present happiness and glory.24 

2^ George Bancroft, History of the United States from] 
the Discovery of the American Continent, Boston, 1834-75, 
Vol. I, p. via. For purposes of this work, unless otherwise 
stated in the footnotes, all the references to the History 
are from the original ten volume edition published between 
1834 and 1875 by Little Brown and Company. Many of the same 
ideas are found in the Author's Last Revision published betwejjen 
1883 and 1885. 

2 3 Ibid,, p. vii. 
2 4 I b i d . , I n t r o d u c t i o n ^ . 4« 
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This will be the theme throughout his writings. 

Americans had the destiny to enlighten the world, or America 

was the agent of Providence in promoting universal freedom. 

Bancroft then tried in his volumes to point out the working!! 

of Providence in relation to the early colonial settlements, 

in relation to colonial events, especially the wars with the 

Indians and the French, and then in relation to the American 

Revolution. I 

In his discussions of the early explorations and 

settlements, it is not difficult to see the idea of progress 

and the idea that Providence had a hand in the projects. 

Bancroft ranked the achievements of Cabot as second only to 

Columbus in "boldness, success, and. results."25 Columbus' 

feat won the admiration "which was due to an enterprise that 

seemed more divine than human . . .,"26 while Cabot's voyage 

acquired for England "such a right to North America as this 

indisputable priority could confer."27 Bancroft claimed thai 

Englishmen never abandoned the hope of planting a colony on 

the continent discovered by Cabot although for some years 

conditions were unfavorable to this project. The same idea 

2^ Ibid., p. 7. 

2 6 I*>id., P« 8« 

27 ibid., p. 10. 

I 
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of eventual progress is found in his discussions of the 

results of Raleigh's expeditions, which he said, "diffused 

\ over England a knowledge of America, as well as an interest 

in its destinies, and sowed the seeds, of which the fruits 

were to ripen during his lifetime, though not for him."2" 

Throughout his discussions of the permanent colonial 

settlements, Bancroft wrote of Providence and liberty and. 

progress. In discussing the restoration in Virginia in 1610, 

after a period of scarcity and misery, Bancroft claimed that 

those who had been spared, aware of the dangers avoided, 

were inspired with a trust in Providence.29 

In the settlement of New England there was also 

mention made of the workings of Providence when he wrote: 

The mysterious influence of that power which enchains 
the destinies of states, overruling the decisions of 
sovereigns, and the forethought of statesmen, often 
deduces the greatest events from the least commanding 
causes.30 

Bancroft believed that the people of the United 

States should cherish the memory of those who founded a 

state on the basis of democratic liberty. He saw the early 

settlers scattering "the seminal principles of republican 

28 Ibld" P« no* 
29 Ibid-, p. 141. 

30 Ibid., p. 266. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA « ECOLE DES GRADUES 

BANCROFT AND PROVIDENTIAL MANIFEST DESTINY 56 

freedom and national independence," and he thought they 

enjoyed in anticipation "the thought of their extending 

i influence and fame which their grateful successors would 

award to their virtues."31 The Pilgrims were instruments 

paving the way for others, and in regard to them, Bancroft 

quoted Bradford as to their influence: 

Out of small beginnings, great things have been 
produced; and as one small candle may light a 
thousand, so the light here kindled hath shone to 
many, yet in some sort to our whole nation.32 

Bancroft likewise thought that Providence had a 

hand in planting the Massachusetts Bay Colony for he wrote: 

. . . it seemed better to depend on the benevolence 
of Providence, than to endure the constraints of 
the English laws and the severities of the English 
hierarchy; and who could doubt that, at the voice of 
undefiled religion, the wilderness would change to 
a Paradise for a people who lived under a bond with 
the Omnipresent God?33 

Again in writing of the early Massachusetts govern­

ment, he alluded to the future as follows: "While a happy 

destiny was thus preparing for Massachusetts a representative 

government, relations of friendship were established with 

the natives."34 Bancroft also pointed out the possibilities 

31 ibid., p. 323. 

32 ibid., p. 323. 

3 3 Ibid., p. 339-40. 

34 Ibid., p. 361. 
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of expansion when he wrote of the desire of the Puritans to 

remain exclusive and to keep others out. He cited the fact 

that there was much room for expansion elsewhere: "The wide 

continent of America invited colonization; they claimed their 

own narrow domains for 'the brethren,'"35 He s a w that these 

first emigrants to Massachusetts were watched in England, 

and when they were able to surmount their difficulties, new 

emigrants came. He believed that the people in England 

"began to apprehend a special hand of Providence in raising 

this plantation, and their hearts were generally stirred to 

come over."3v 

In general, Bancroft thought conditions in New 

England by 1640-1+2 were good with a growth of towns and 

people "and strangers, as they gazed, could not but 

acknowledge God % blessing on the endeavors of the planters. "-'7 

At the same time, the colonists themselves believed that 

they were being favored by God, Bancroft thought. He wrote: 

"Doubt not," said the emigrants to the people of England, 

"God will raise our state and build his Church in this 

excellent clime."38 

35 Ibid., p. 366. 

36 ibid., p. 382. 

37 ibid., p. 415-6. 

38 Bancroft, History of the United States of America 
From the Discovery of the Continent (Author's Last Revision) 
N"e!7~YorTE. lMttt-b^. VolTT. p. 102. 
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Thus, Bancroft in discussing the early period of 

colonial history, felt the high idea of the English was to 

plant permanent Christian colonies, to establish for the 

oppressed and enterprising, places of refuge and abode, in 

the midst of liberty. "Heaven and earth," he wrote, "seemed 

never to have agreed better to frame a place for man's 

commodious and delightful habitation."39 

In the later colonial events, Bancroft also wrote 

much of progress, expansion, Providence and liberty. In 

discussing the Connecticut Charter of 1662, Bancroft said it 

disregarded the claims of Spain on the Pacific and extended 

Connecticut's limits to the Pacific. His comment was: 

How strange is the connection of events! Winthrop 
not only secured to his state a peaceful century of 
colonial existence, but prepared the claim for 
western lands.UO 

Bancroft recognized the importance of the conquest 

of New Netherlands by the English, in that it brought the 

whole Atlantic coast under English possession. While he did 

not mention the idea of Manifest Destiny, he did write, "Our 

country had obtained geographical unity, "M-1 He also viewed 

the English-Indian contests of 1674-75 as quarrels over the 

3 9 Ifrid-* P. 88-

k-0 Bancroft, History, Vol. II, p. 54. This and all 
succeeding references to the History are taken from the ten 
volume work. 

hi Ibid., p. 315. 
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a r e a of expans ion , as the E n g l i s h g r a d u a l l y became i n t e r e s t e c 

i n the i n t e r i o r r e g i o n s . "How could j e a l o u s i e s f a i l t o g e t 

e x c i t e d ? " he asked A 2 

By 1688, on the eve of King W i l l i a m ' s War in the 
I 

colonies, Bancroft saw the twelve oldest colonies with a 

population of about 200,000 people. He looked upon this 

colonization with the principles upon which it was founded 

as "the most momentous event of the seventeenth century. Th<> 

elements of our country, such as she exists today, were 

already there," he wrote.^3 He saw that people had broken 

away from the European influences and had laid the founda­

tions of the American republic. He perceived that this 

American freedom "had then the principle of life, but was 

unconscious of its vitality."44 

Throughout his work, Bancroft expounded on the idea 

of great faith in the people. This is the spirit of the 

nineteenth century in which he was writing. The people 

alone were present in power. He wrote: 

^ 2 Ibid., p. 215. 

h3 ibid., p. 451. 

hh Ibid., p. 214. 
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Like Moses, they had escaped from Egyptian bondage 
to the wilderness, that God might there give them 
the pattern of the tabernacle. Like the favored 
evangelist, the exiles in their western Patmos, 
listened to the angel that dictated the new gospel 
of freedom. Overwhelmed in Europe, popular liberty, 
like the fountain of the sacred Arethusa, gushed 
forth profusely in remote fields.H5 

Like Fiske and Parkman, Bancroft also placed emphasiii 

on the importance for American liberty, of the emigrations 

from the Teutonic races. He believed the Anglo-Saxon mind 

had an instinct for freedom; this would be important for the 

future. The American colonies were founded on popular 

freedom, and he felt they would set an example to other 

nations claiming: 

And now the happy age gave birth to a people which 
was to own no authority as the highest, but the 
free conviction of the public mind.h& 

Thus, in the first volumes of his History, Bancroft 

wrote of the origins of the country, trying to point out 

that our institutions had been founded on popular freedom, 

and that from the beginning these colonies had been guided 

by Divine Providence. Indeed, the spirit of freedom estab­

lished in the colonies was a part of the divine plan for 

eventual independence and national greatness. 

h5 i b i d . , p . 451-2. ! 

4 6 I b i d . , p . 464. 
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Bancroft's next task was to portray the English-

French struggle which resulted in an expansion of the Englisi-

speaking race in North America, and which also paved the way 

for American independence. Again the theme is the same: 

. . . as we trace the progress of commercial ambitinn 
through events which shook the globe from the wilds 
beyond the Alleghanies to the ancient abodes of 
civilization in Hindostan, we shall still see that 
the selfishness of evil defeats itself, and God rules 
in the affairs of men.47 

Bancroft alluded to the English-French struggle of 

1689-1763 in reference to a dispute between the two nations 

in 1628-9. During this earlier struggle, both Port Royal 

and Quebec fell into the hands of the English. Although 

these areas were acquired after the peace had. been proclaimed, 

and consequently were restored to the French, Bancroft wrote 

that "the event might fairly be deemed of importance, as 

pregnant with consequences."48 

At the time of King W i l l i a m ' s War, the beginning of 

the long s t r u g g l e fo r the c o n t r o l of the West, Bancroft 

p o i n t e d out the e x p a n s i o n i s t d e s i r e s of the Eng l i sh s e t t l e r s . 

He w r o t e : 

To protect the frontier and invade and conquer Canada, 
was the ruling passion of the northern colonies; but 
the summer was lost in fruitless preparations, and 
closed in strife.49 

47 i b i d . . , p . 466. 

48 Bancro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol. I , p . 334. 

49 Banc ro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol . I l l , p . 5 3 . 
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Again, he wrote, "In its relations towards Canada, New York 

shared the strong passion for conquest which gradually ex­

tended to all the colonies."5° 

In these wars Bancroft felt the English-Iroquois 
j 

friendship was important. "How wonderful are the decrees 

of Providence," he wrote.5l Like Parkman, Bancroft saw the 

contest between the English and the French as a contest 

between the representatives of "autocratic liberties" and thp 

representatives of "absolute despotism."52 Bancroft saw 

that the dangers of the first war taught the colonies the 

need of some type of union. In writing of a Congress called 

by Massachusetts in 1690, Bancroft believed that this was 

one of the things preparing for eventual union and 

independence. As far as the results of the first war, in 

writing of the failure of the English in the western area of 

expansion, Bancroft gave a hint for the future of the United 

States when he said: 

But England was never destined to acquire more than 
a nominal possession of the Mississippi . . . France 
obtained under Providence, the guardianship of 
Louisiana, not, as it proved, for its own benefit, 
but rather as the trustee for the infant nation by 
which it was one day to be inherited.53 

5° Ibid., p. 57. 

51 Ibid., p. 149. 

52 Bancro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol. I I , p . 465 -6 . 

53 Banc ro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol . I l l , p . 203 . 
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In r e l a t i o n t o expans ion , Bancrof t f e l t the Peace of 

U t r e c h t ending Queen Anne's War was of g r e a t consequence, 

s i n c e England r e c e i v e d Nova S c o t i a , Newfoundland, and Hudson 

Bay t e r r i t o r y . However, t he t r e a t y did no t b r i ng any p e r ­

manent p e a c e . Bancrof t wro t e : "The w i lde rnes s t h a t d iv ided 

the s e t t l e m e n t s of the contending c la iman t s could but 

postpone h o s t i l i t i e s . " 5 4 He pe rce ived t h a t the l i m i t s of 

j u r i s d i c t i o n between England and France were no t easy t o 

a d j u s t . Thus, t h e r e would a r i s e boundary d i s p u t e s l e a d i n g tfc 

f u t u r e war s . In 1748-49, when France and England were claim:.ng 

u n l i m i t e d p o s s e s s i o n s , Bancrof t s t y l e d some of the Eng l i sh 

c la ims of the boundary of Acadia as " p r e p o s t e r o u s " by the la |r 

of n a t i o n s and " u n t e n a b l e " by i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t r e a t i e s . 5 3 

Yet , he f e l t the d e c i s i o n had t o be made by s t r e n g t h of arms 

Bancrof t Iffloked upon the f i n a l F rench -Eng l i sh 

s t r u g g l e (1754-63) as the c o n f l i c t between two b a s i c systems 

He w r o t e : 

There in the Western forest, began the battle which 
was to banish from the soil and neighborhood of our 
republic the institutions of the Middle Ages, and 
to inflict on them fatal wounds throughout the 
continent of Europe.56 

54 Ibid., p. 339. 

£5 Bancro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol . IV, p . 72 . Bancrof t a l so j 
saw the E n g l i s h d e s i r e s of ex tend ing southward. "Dreams of 
the conquest of F l o r i d a , w i th the p o s s e s s i o n of the Bahama 
Channel - -of the conquest of Mexico and Pe ru , w i th t h e i r r e a l | 
and imagined w e a l t h — r o s e up to d a z z l e the minds of the 
r e s t l e s s . " ( H i s t o r y , Vol . I l l , p . 402 . ) 
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Bancroft described, the war as: 

. . . an encounter of parties of reform against the 
unreformed; and this was so profoundly true, that 
all the predilections or personal antipathies of 
sovereigns and ministers could not prevent the 
alliances, collusions, and results necessary to 
make it so.57 

The great question he felt was: 

Shall the continued colonization of North America be 
made under the auspices of English Protestantism and. 
popular liberty, or shall the tottering legitimacy of 
France, in its connection with Roman Catholic 
Christianity, win for itself new empire in that 
hemi spher e ? 58 

Thus, Bancroft- felt that there were great differences 

between the competing powers in North America,—"on the one 

hand monarchy, claiming to be absolute; on the other, free 

thought which was becoming the mistress of the world."59 

He saw feudal institutions on the decline in Europe, and 

did not feel that Providence had "set apart America for the 

reconstruction of the decaying framework of feudal tyranny."^0 

Thus, the British colonies were destined to triumph. 

In relation to the Peace of Paris, 1763, which 

Bancroft called "momentous for America,"°1 the historian had 

great confidence in the Teutonic race which: 

£7 ibid., p. 277. 

5^ Ibid., p. 277. 

^9 Bancroft, History, Vol. V, p. 20. 

60 Bancroft, History, Vol. IV, p. 459-

61 Ibid., p. 452. 
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. . . with its strong tendency to individuality and 
freedom, was become the master from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Poles; and the English tongue, which, 
but a century and a half before, had for its entire 
world a part only of two narrow islands on the outer 
verge of Europe, was now to spread more widely than 
any that had ever given expression to human thought.62 

In the results of the conflict Bancroft saw a chal­

lenge to the English: 

Go forth, then, language of Milton and Hampden, 
language of my country, take possession of the 
North American continentI Gladden the waste 
places with every tone that has been rightly 
struck on the English lyre, with every word that 
has been spoken well for liberty and man! Give an 
echo to the now silent solitary mountains, gush out 
with the fountains that as yet sing their anthems 
all day long without response; fill the valleys with 
the voices of love in its purity, the pledges of 
friendship in its faithfulness; and as the morning 
sun drinks the dewdrops from the flowers all the way 
from the dreary Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, meet 
him with the joyous hum of the early industry of 
freemen! Utter boldly and spread widely through the 
world the thought of the coming of the apostles of 
the peoples* liberty, till the sound that cheers the 
desert shall thrill through the heart of humanity, 
and the lips of the messenger of the peoples' power, 
as he stands in beauty upon the mountains shall 
proclaim the renovating tidings of equal freedom for 
the race!63 

Thus, Bancroft saw in the English-French struggle 

for expansion, a victory for England and that nation's lead 

in the struggle for liberty. This struggle was destined to 

bring fruits to the cause of freedom for mankind. As a 

6 2 Ibid-* P- 456. 
63 I b i d . , p . 457. 
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result of the war "this continent from the Gulf of Mexico to 

where civilized"'life is stayed by the barriers of frost"64 

became the heritage of the English. Yet, the historian saw 

the English entrenched on the continent only as "the 

transient trustee to transfer it from the France of the 

Middle Ages to the free people, who were making for humanity 

a new existence in America."65 He saw the Western territory 

acquired as "one massive forest, interrupted only by rocks, 

or prairies or waters, or an Indian cleared field for maize." 

This was the area into which the settlers began to move in 

1763, which movement helped to bring on the famous Conspiracy 

of Pontiac and then the Proclamation of 1763. 

Bancroft, like many other historians, viewed the 

next phase in Manifest Destiny, the complete separation of 

the American colonies from Great Britain, as the subsequent 

step in a logical development. In the midst of the wars, 

Bancroft saw the colonies developing a character of their 

own; he saw national freedom and independence gaining vigor. 

He wrote that the colonies: 

. . . were not like blocks of marble from the 
quarry . . . they resembled living plants, whose 
inward energies obey the Divine idea without 
effort or consciousness of will, and unfold 

6 4 l b i d . , p . 460 . 

6 ^ I b i d . , p . 460. 

66 Banc ro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol . V, p . 110, 
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simultaneously their whole existence and the rudiments 
of all their parts, harmonious, beautiful, and 
complete in every period of their growth.67 

Bancroft said this growth of the colonies created much 

wonder in England, and again he made reference to Providence: 

Happy America.' to which Providence gave the 
tranquility necessary for her growth, as well as 
the trials which were to discipline her for action.68 

In setting the stage for the Revolution, Bancroft 

was of the opinion that the French and Indian menace had 

kept the colonies in submission. Once this danger was 

removed, the colonies moved toward independence. Bancroft 

believed the American Revolution sprang' from ideas that had 

been ripening in the minds of the people, especially the 

idea of freedom of the individual. 

Throughout his discussion on the causes of the 

revolt, Bancroft repeated his idea of Divine Providence 

controlling and directing the American mission or the 

American destiny. He saw as one of the basic causes for 

discontent the fact that Britain tried to contain the 

population east of the Ohio Valley, and thus interfere with 

their desires for expansion. He saw that the Americans had 

a great fever for expansion, writing, "Nothing could restrai l 

the Americans from peopling the wilderness. To be a free 

67 Bancroft, History, Vol. IV, p. ^>$. 

68 Bancroft, History, Vol. Ill, p. 371-2. 
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h o l d e r was the r u l i n g p a s s i o n of the New England man."6 9 

Yet , whi le the Americans "were everywhere i n t e n t on ex tend ing 

t h e boundar i e s of the Eng l i sh emplre ,"70 England d id no t 

dare t o co lon i ze the Western domain " l e s t c o l o n i e s so remote 

should renounce t h e i r dependence ."71 To Banc ro f t , the very 

r e f u s a l by England t o develop the a r e a west of the 

A l l e g h e n i e s opened the way fo r p i o n e e r s , f o r those d i s c o n t e n t 

and weary of l i f e , to s e t t l e i n the a r e a , i g n o r i n g the 

P roc lama t ion of 1763 . These people accepted "from n a t u r e 

t h e i r t i t l e - d e e d s t o the unoccupied w i l d e r n e s s . " 7 2 Thus, 

t he West became something l i k e a C i t y of Refuge fo r the poor 

"where the w i l d e r n e s s guarded h i s cabin as i n v i o l a b l y as the 

c l i f f or the cedar top ho lds the e a g l e ' s e y r i e . " 7 3 Bancrof t 

f e l t t h a t t h e s e p i o n e e r s gave t o the people of the American 

c o l o n i e s " ' t h e dangerous example of e r e c t i n g themselves i n t o 

a s e p a r a t e S t a t e , d i s t i n c t from and independent of t he 

a u t h o r i t y ' of the B r i t i s h King."74 Thus, one of the f a c t o r s 

6 9 Banc ro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol. V, p . 165 . 

70 i b i d . , p . 243 . 

71 I b i d . , p . 340. 

7 2 Banc ro f t , H i s t o r y , Vol. VI, p . 506. 

73 i b i d . , p . 33-4-

7i* IDid«> P* 399. He is quoting a letter from 
Dunmore to Dartmouth, 1774- Bancroft thought the commerical 
policies of England were contributing causes of the Revolu­
tion. The Navigation Acts were "the headspring which 
colored all the stream." (History, Vol. V, p. 159.) 
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motivating the American Revolution, was the spirit of 

independence among the western woodsmen. Yet, he felt 

there were other causes also, and he did not feel that this 

spirit of independence was confined solely to the western 

pioneers. 

For Bancroft, the American Revolution did not occur 

instantaneously. It grew naturally out of a series of past 

events: 

It grew out of the soul of the people, and was an 
inevitable result of a living affection for freedom, 
which actuated harmonious effort as certainly as the 
beating of the heart sends warmth and color and 
beauty to the system. The rustic heroes of that 
hour obeyed the simplest, the highest, and the 
surest instincts of which the seminal principle 
existed in all their countrymen. From necessity they 
were impelled by a strong endeavor towards 
independence and self-direction; this day revealed 
the plastic will which was to attract the elements 
of a nation to a centre and by an innate force to 
shape its constitution.75 

The Revolution was a progressive step. Great Britain 

acting in the capacity of a mother had bred men capable of 

laying the foundations of their own empire. Bancroft 

believed, this was the workings of Providence. He asked: 

7£ Bancroft, History, Vol. VII, p. 302. 
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And why should man organize resistance to the grand 
design of Providence? Why should not the consent 
of the ancestral land and the gratulations of every 
other call the young nation to its place among the 
powers of the earth?76 

In speaking of the actual coming of the Revolution, 

Bancroft wrote in terms of Providence, progress, and 

freedom: 

The people of the continent obeyed one general impulse, 
as the earth in spring listens to the command of 
nature, and without the appearance of effort bursts 
forth to life in perfect harmony. The change which 
Divine wisdom ordained, and which no human policy or 
force could hold back, proceeded as uniformly and as 
majestically as the laws of being, and was as certain 
as the decrees of eternity. The movement was 
quickened, even when it was most resisted; and its 
fiercest adversaries worked together effectually to 
its fulfillment. The indestructible elements of 
freedom in the colonies asked room for expansion and 
growth. Standing in manifold relations with the 
governments, the culture, and the experience of the 
past, the Americans seized as their peculiar 
inheritance the traditions of liberty. Beyond any 
other nation, they had made trial of the possible 
forms of popular representation and respected the 
activity of individual conscience and thought.77 

Bancroft sensed that the American colonists entered 

the war reluctantly and that they did not want to consider 

that their relations with England were destroyed. They were 

IMd., p. 23. Even the choice of leader was part 
of a carefully arranged plan for " . . . God had selected not 
Kaunitz, nor Newcastle, not a monarch of the house of 
Hapsburg, nor of Hanover, but the Virginia stripling, to 
give an impulse to human affairs, and as far as events can 
depend on the individual, had placed the rights and destinie^ 
of countless millions in the keeping of the widow's son." 
(History, Vol. Ill, p. 468.) 

77 ibid., p. 21-2. 
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interested in maintaining the rights of mankind and the 

English liberties as well. He believed that the reluctance 

of George III to yield gradually forced upon the colonists 

the conviction that they must govern themselves. The 

Declaration of Independence was "silently and steadily 

prepared in the convictions of all the people. . . ."78 The 

popular desire "was the voice of the harbinger, crying in 

the wilderness."79 The people "claimed its right to sit in 

judgment on the greatest question ever raised in the 

political world."80 

Bancroft praised Jefferson in his Declaration of 

Independence as being able: 

. . .with instinctive perception to read the soul 
of the nation, and having collected in himself its 
best thoughts and noblest feelings, to give them 
out in clear and bold words, mixed with so little 
of himself, that his country . . . found nothing 
but what it recognized as its own.8l 

After independence, Bancroft saw the nation turning 

toward the future. He wrote, "Hope whispered the assurance 

of unheard of success in the pursuits of public happiness 

through faith in natural equality and the rights of man."82 

78 Bancroft, History, Vol. VIII, p. 247 

79 ibid., p. 248. 

8 0 Ibid., p. 249-

8 1 I*>ld-> P- 463. 

8 2 Bancroft, His tory, Vol. IX, p . 32. 
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Thus, Bancroft saw that gradually the American 

colonies were separated from the mother country. He 

believed that it was the mission of America to substitute 

the natural equality of man for that of hereditary privilege. 

He thought that the authors of the American Revolution were 

aiming at the welfare of mankind. As America moved forward 

in her career, he saw that "the multitudes of every clime 

gazed towards her example with hopes of untold happiness, 

and all the nations of the earth sighed to be renewed."83 

This was just a further step in the advancement of mankind. 

He expected that the accomplishment of American independence: 

. . . would agitate the globe, would assert the 
freedom of the oceans as commercial highways, 
vindicate power in the commonwealth for the united 
judgment of its people, and assure to them the 
right to a self-directing vitality.84 

Bancroft looked upon the Revolution as something of 

a mission of world regeneration claiming: 

All nations . . . are brothers, and each is 
responsible for that federative humanity which puts 
the ban of exclusion on none . . . The very idea of 
the progress of an individual people, in its 
relation to universal history, springs from the 
acknowledged unity of the race.85 

83 Bancroft, History, Vol. IV, p. 12. 

81+ IMd-> P. S. 

8^ Ibid., p. 6. 
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Thus, the American Revolution was to be something of a light 

shining brightly in the darkness, giving example and 

encouragement to others. In the same vein he remarked: 

The present is always the lineal descendant of the 
past. A new form of political life never appears 
but as a growth out of its antecedents. . . In 
civil affairs, as much as in husbandry, seed time 
goes before the harvest, and the harvest may be 
seen in the seed and the seed in the harvest.86 

Once the Revolution had been accomplished, Bancroft 

wrote in terms of the future expansion. In discussing the 

peace treaty and the new boundaries of the United States, 

he commented: 

In time past republics had been confined to cities 
and their dependencies, or to small cantons; and 
the United States avowed themselves able to fill a 
continental territory with commonwealths.87 

Therefore, in the phases of Manifest Destiny covered 

in his History, George Bancroft showed himself to be a firm 

believer in the idea of the gradual progress of mankind 

under the auspices of the voice of the people and always 

under the watchful guidance of Divine Providence. America 

was to represent the age of equality and brotherhood which 

were coming into life. 

8 6 Bancroft, History, Vol. IX, p. 436. 

87 Bancroft, History, Vol. X, p. 592. 
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In the period of the constitutional crisis of the 

Articles of Confederation, Bancroft still saw the hand of 

Providence as guiding America. Although independence had 

been proclaimed, the vastness of the country prevented a 

strong unity, and the sentiments of unity "existed only in 

the germ."88 He felt the government of the Articles of 

Confederation was weak having "not enough vital force to 

live."0? However, in the midst of state jealousies and 

struggles, "a higher spirit moved over the darkness of that 

formless void. That which then flowered bore the seed of 

that which was to be."90 Thus, again the hand of Providence 

intervened to prevent the country's death. The Articles of 

Confederation, although a failure, "contained, the elements 

for the evolution of a more perfect union."9! Throughout 

the whole period of constitutional crisis, Bancroft continued 

to stress the hand of Providence and the progressive laws of 

history. 

Because of the economic, social, political, and 

foreign difficulties, he saw the need of a stronger, more 

perfect union "for the fulfillment of a divine plan for the 

8 8 Bancroft, History, Vol. IX, p. 437-

89 Ibid«> P- 446. 

9 0 Ibid-> P. 446. 

9 1 Ibid*' P- 45o. 
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA « ECOLE DES GRADUES 

BANCROFT AND PROVIDENTIAL MANIFEST DESTINY 75 

creation, through the agency of the American national genius, 

of the first perfect republic," and he perceived that "a 

superior power of intelligence and love shaped its course."9'-

Bancroft also looked upon this period as important 

because it established a policy for the admission of new 

states which allowed for the growth and expansion of the 

country. He was convinced that the public domain gave energ;r 

to the union because it bound the people together "by 

securing one vast territory in the West . . . to be filled 

under the laws of the United States, alike by emigrants from 

them all."93 Bancroft saw the germs of continental expansioi 

in this land policy. He wrote: 

. . . the American mind, in the strength of 
independence, foresaw its expansion. The rising 
states beyond the mountains were clamorous for the 
unobstructed navigation of the Mississippi, which 
might lead to the acquisition by treaty of all the 
land east of that river; and the boundary on the 
south as well as of Georgia, as of Florida, had 
never been adjusted with Spain.94 

In concluding this section on expansion in the 

period of the Constitutional-forming period, it might be 

well to quote a question which the historian raised: 

9 2 Nye, o£. cit., p. 290. 

9 3 George Bancroft, History of the Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States of~AmerTca, New York"7 
1883, Vol..!,"p.-2^7: 

9^ Bancroft, Constitution, Vol. II, p. 162-3. 
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Will it, within less than a century, extend its 
limits to the capes of Florida, to the mouth of the 
Mississippi, to the region beyond the mouth of the 
Mississippi, to California, to Oregon, to San Juan? 
Will it show all the Spanish colonies how to trans­
form themselves into independent republics?95 

Through this question, he is foretelling what did happen to 

the infant republic in the course of the nineteenth century. 

Bancroft said that the people in the formation of their new 

government "looked with astonishment at their present success 

and at the future with unclouded hope."96 

Although his formal histories deal with America's 

mission only through the Constitutional period, Bancroft has 

also shown himself to be an ardent expansionist during the 

period when the term Manifest Destiny was being popularized. 

This was the decade when the Americans were clamoring for 

Texas, Oregon with a boundary of 54°40', California, and 

some or all of Mexico. It was the era in which America 

reached her continental limits. Bancroftrs views during 

this period, which was the period of his political activity, 

are found chiefly in his correspondence. 

Having worked for Polk's nomination for the 

Presidency in 1844, George Bancroft became a member of the 

official family as Secretary of the Navy. In this capacity 

9^ Ipld-> P. 334-5. 

9 6 ibid,, p. 335. 
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he gave Polk valuable assistance in attaining his aims--

settlements of the Texas and Oregon questions, and the 

acquisition of California. 

Prior to the Democratic Nominating Convention of 

1844, Bancroft had written to Martin Van Buren, a prospectiv3 

candidate, of the fever for the annexation of Texas, trying 

to convince Van Buren that Texas had to be an issue in the 

campaign. He wrote, "Texas must immediately become American 

or will soon be British."97 I n thus pleading, Bancroft lost 

the following of some in his native state of Massachusetts 

because most Northerners, especially ardent abolitionists in 

New England, opposed the annexation of Texas as opening the 

way for the extension of slavery in that area. 

However, Bancroft himself was anti-slave, and he 

felt that the annexation of Texas would be a blow to the 

slave interests, since at least the slave trade would be 

prohibited here. If Texas were an independent republic, it 

could import foreign slaves, and there would be a revival of 

the slave trade with all of its horrors. Thus, Bancroft 

pleaded for the annexation of Texas, as the Boston Times 

phrased it, as a means for "'an extension of the area of 

freedom.'"98 

97 Mark A. DeWolfe Howe, The Life and Letters of 
George Bancroft, New York, 1908, VoT."Tr~pT~2"5oT^ 

9 8 Ibid., p. 287. 
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While desiring the annexation of Texas, Bancroft 

hoped to achieve it peacefully. In 1845 he wrote to a 

correspondent, Henry Wikoff, that the United States was 

conciliatory toward Mexico: 

I hope war is permanently out of fashion in the 
civilised world; but at least I hope and trust that 
savage custom is not to intrude itself into the 
relations of American republics with each other.99 

In spite of this, Bancroft soon found himself as 

acting Secretary of War in the temporary absence of Secretary 

Marcy. In this capacity, on June 15, 1845, anticipating the 

action of Texas which should make it a state in the union, 

Bancroft issued the following order to General Zachary 

Taylor: 

. . . to make a forward movement to the western 
frontier of Texas with a view to occupying a site 
'best adapted to repel invasion, and to protect 
what, in the event of annexation will be our western 
border. You will limit yourself to the defence of 
the territory of Texas, unless Mexico should declare 
war against the United States.'100 

This was the move which precipitated the Mexican War 

as Mexico felt Taylor was advancing into Mexican territory. 

Then, in July, at the request of Polk, Bancroft ordered 

Taylor "'to move as near the boundary line, the Rio Grande, 

as prudence will dictate.'"101 

99 Ibid., p. 288. 

100 ibid., p. 288. 

101 uye, op. cit., p. 152. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

BANCROFT AND PROVIDENTIAL MANIFEST DESTINY 79 

The general theme of Bancroft's correspondence in 

1845 was the hope that war would be avoided, and that 

difficulties with Mexico would be settled peacefully. Yet, 

he was at the same time making preparations lest the war 

could not be avoided. Bancroft realized the important part 

the navy would play in a war with Mexico, especially in 

regard to California. 

The United States was desirous of acquiring 

California, and this it hoped to do peacefully. One of the 

goals of the famed Slidell Mission of 1845-6 was to purchase 

the area. Bancroft realized that in the event of a war with 

Mexico, American interests in California would have to be 

protected. 

By the fall of 1845, the United States was trying 

to get the American Consul at Monterey, Larkin, to carry on 

peaceable intrigues for the secession of California by 

voluntary action of the people, and then for the establish­

ment of a republic which would be annexed at a later date by 

the United States. This never occurred, but Bancroft issued 

orders to the American commander of the Pacific fleet, 

Commodore Sloat, ordering him to avoid any action which mighjt 

be considered as aggression; yet, Sloat was to protect the 

interests of the Americans in California, and if a war shouljd 
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occur he "must occupy San Francisco at once, and such other 

ports as the strength of his force might permit."102 sloat 

was also to preserve friendly relations with the inhabitants 

of California. Yet, if war came, the American fleet in 

San Francisco would land, a force in California and would act 

to discourage foreign powers, especially England, from 

seizing California and Oregon. The general idea was to 

avoid a show of force, to protect the lives and property of 

nationals, and to allow any overt act to come from Mexico. 

Bancroft also had a plan for Fremont who had already 

made two trips to the West. He wanted Fremont to make a 

third expedition to the Rockies and beyond into California 

and Oregon. This would provide information for settlers. 

Also, in the event of war, Fremont would have a body of handl-

picked men exploring in California or near it in Oregon. In 

his Memoirs Fremont said of Bancroft, "His mind was alive to 

the bearing of actual conditions, and he knew how sometimes 

skill and bold action determines the advantages of a 

political situation."103 

Ibid., p. 15. For Bancroft's letters expressing) 
hopes for a peaceful solution of the Mexican difficulties, 
see Howe, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 280, 289. 

1 0 3 Quoted, in Nye, op. cit., p. 152. 
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When war did break out between the Mexican and 

American troops in the disputed territory, but before the 

news had reached Washington, President Polk, in a cabinet 

session, May 9, reviewed the situation of the rejection of 

the Slidell mission and wanted to ask Congress for a war 

declaration. All of the cabinet, except Bancroft, agreed. 

Bancroft wanted to wait for something in the way of an act 

of aggression by Mexico. When news of the clash arrived 

later the same day, Polk called the cabinet into session 

again, read the war message, and this time Bancroft gave his 

approval. Thus, he was an expansionist; yet, he preferred 

to gain his goals without having the United States seem in 

the position of aggressor. 

After the outbreak of war, Bancroft showed his 

enthusiasm for the acquisition of California. In June of 

1846 he wrote to Commodore Sloat: 

You will take such measures as will best promote 
the attachment of the people of California to the 
United States, will advance their prosperity, and 
will make that vast region a desirable Place of 
residence for emigrants from our soil.l°4 

At about the same time, Bancroft wrote to Samuel 

Hooper of Boston: 

From the best judgment I can form, Commodore Sloat 
could not have heard of hostilities before May 17, 
perhaps not so soon. Within three weeks after 
that, our flag ought to have been flying at Monterey 
and San Francisco. . . I hope California is now in 

104 WTS. rvn. f.u.. r. -K8- = 
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA ~ ECOLE DES GRADUES 

BANCROFT AND PROVIDENTIAL MANIFEST DESTINY 82 

our possession never to be given up. We were driven 
reluctantly to war; we must make a solid peace; that 
shall open the west to religious freedom, political 
rights, schools, commerce, industry. The time will 
come when you may pass on railroads and steamers 
from Boston to San Francisco.1°5 

In this, while there is no mention of Divine Providence, 

there is the idea of spreading the ideas of democracy, of 

giving the people some voice. 

In July he wrote to Sloat: 

The object of the United States is, under its right 
as a belligerent nation, to possess itself entirely 
of Upper California . . .1°6 

In the midst of difficulties with Mexico, Bancroft 

was also instrumental in the Oregon compromise. President 

Polk had had as one of his aims, the settlement of the 

Oregon boundary at the 54°40l parallel. England had not 

been willing to accept this boundary. Bancroft, in August 

1845 in a letter to William Strugis, wrote regarding the 

area: 

The present and all future colonists of Oregon prefer 
connection with a government that leaves them to 
govern themselves to one that asserts authority.107 

1°5 Howe, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 286. 

106 Nye, 0£. cit., p. 158. Howe claims that in lat 
life Bancroft felt he had never received enough credit for 
the part he played in adding California to the union. 
(Howe, ~op. cit., Vol. I, p. 291.) 

Howe, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 279. 
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Bancroft felt that England would have been unable to keep 

the territory if all of it were ceded to her. He thought 

her fleet would be powerless there. 

In December 1845 he wrote: 

I hope Great Britain will take such steps as may 
lead to a final, peaceful settlement of the whole 
matter on an equitable basis . . . but so sure as 
Great Britain continues in the same tone of 
unreasonable demand, the country will with great 
unanimity nerve itself for the crisis.108 

When the crisis seemed to resolve itself by a 

compromise at the forty-ninth parallel, he was of the 

opinion that the United States had gone as far as it could 

go and would make no more offers. If Great Britain rejected 

the American offer and did not offer anything further, then 

"we shall undoubtedly go forward and colonise the Pacific 

coast without further ado," he wrote.109 

Although Bancroft left the cabinet in 1846 for a 

diplomatic position as minister to Great Britain, he 

continued to show a great interest in the Mexican War as a 

means of expansion. To the President in December of 1846 

he wrote: 

1 0 8 ____!•» P« 2 81-

1°9 Ibid., p. 284. In 1872 while he was minister to 
Berlin, Bancroft represented the American side of the San 
Juan Boundary dispute which dealt with an Oregon boundary 
dispute. Maps and charts he had had drawn in 1846 helped 
settle the case in favor of the American cause. 
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. . . if Mexico by delay seeks to weary us into 
retreat, let America use the same policy; shut up 
the anarchists within narrow limits, keep up the 
blockade, and abide the issue. The wishes of 
Europe have thus far been with us. . . Men hope to 
see Mexico regenerated through us.H° 

This letter, thus, contains the idea that America's purpose 

or mission was service to mankind by spreading the American 

democratic ideas. 

By May 1847, he was writing Polk that because of the 

American victories, England was preparing "to hear of our 

negotiating for half, or two-thirds, or even the whole of 

Mexico. . . They see our growth to be certain. "HI In 

October of 1847 he showed his desires for an increase in 

territory in a letter to Secretary of State James Buchanan. 

He claimed that all of Europe and the United States expected 

such an increase, stating: 

The cry of no more territory, which the whigs have 
substituted for their adoption of the Wilmot proviso, 
is the most absurd they could have chosen, and will 
ensure their defeat except with a candidate who by 
life and position is pledged to the opposite policy.H2 

With the final victory pending, Bancroft, from 

London, congratulated the President and hoped for an honoratjle 

peace; but he wrote, if Mexico refused this, "then our duty 

H ° Howe, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 4-5-

H I Ibid., p. 118. 

H 2 Ibid., p. 23. 
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is manifest to hold the country and await the counsels of 

futurity."H3 He also reported that it was becoming common 

in England "to expect the absorption of all Mexico."114 

Thus, throughout this significant period in American 

history, George Bancroft, as a cabinet member and as a member 

of the diplomatic corps, supported the administration in its 

expansionist policies. While in this period, there is not 

the evidence of his great emphasis on the workings of Divine 

Providence, there is still the idea of the sovereignty of 

the people and their right to exercise it freely. It is 

evident that in this period he was an extreme nationalist 

and a firm believer in democracy. The significance by which 

he judged the period can be seen in a letter he wrote to 

James Buchanan, American Secretary of State: 

Your four years in the State Department have been 
of the utmost importance. Oregon settled, Texas 
acquired, California and New Mexico purchased, 
these are great events, such as no future secretary 
of State can hope to be engaged in.H5 

1 1 3 Ibid., p. 28. 

H 4 ibid., p. 28. 

H 5 I b i d . , p . 42. In l a t e r years Bancroft wanted to 
do something for the memory of Pres ident Polk under whom 
America extended her t e r r i t o r y . He hoped to use h is papers 
and wr i te a biography, but t h i s was never done. He did 
r ev i s e an a r t i c l e on Polk in Appleton's Cyclopaedia of 
American Biography, in which he judged h i s adminis t ra t ion 
"perhaps the g r e a t e s t . . . c e r t a i n l y one of the g r e a t e s t . " 
(Appleton's Cyclopaedia of American Biography, New York, 
1888, Vol. 5, P. 55.) 
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It has been the purpose of this chapter to trace the 

attitudes and views of the historian, George Bancroft, in 

relation to the Manifest Destiny of America. This has been 

done through an examination of his historical writings and 

of his views as a public figure. 

In general, Bancroft was a great believer in the 

progress of man under the watchful eye of Providence. He 

felt that humanity was always advancing and adding new 

discoveries to the past. Institutions and people that had 

passed away had been "but a step in the ladder by which 

humanity ascends towards the perfecting of its nature."H6 

Continuity was important for his history. In this respect 

he wrote: 

No period of time has a separate being; no public 
opinion can escape the influence of previous 
intelligence. . . We are the children and the heirs 
of the past, with which as with the future, we are 
indissolubly linked together. . .117 

In one of his letters Bancroft wrote: 

Each page of history may begin and end with Great is 
God and marvellous are his doings among the children 
of men; and I defy a man to penetrate the secret 
laws of events without something of faith.H8 

H 6 Bancroft, History, Vol. IV, p. 10. 

H 7 Ibid., p. 9. 

H 8 Howe, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 77. 
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This was his basic working principle which he joined with 

his faith in democracy and "he could not but see and 

demonstrate the hand of God in every token of popular 

progress."119 

Thus it was that Bancroft in his History, in his 

other writings, in his addresses, always alluded to the 

importance of Providence in guiding the nation in fulfill­

ment of its destiny, and to the idea that government by the 

people or popular democracy was best. 

Bancroft emphasized these two ideas in a memorial 

address on the Life of Abraham Lincoln when he said: 

That God rules in the affairs of men is as certain 
as any truth of physical science. . . Eternal wisdom 
marshals the great procession of the nations working 
in a patient continuity through the ages. . . The 
deeds of time are governed, as well as judged, by 
the decrees of eternity.120 

He also claimed that under American auspices the 

vine of liberty took deep root and filled the land saying, 

"The fame of this only daughter of freedom went out into all 

the lands of the earth; from her the human race drew hope."l'-l 

H 9 Ibid., p. 322. 

I 2 0 George Bancroft, Memorial Address on the Life 
and Character of Abraham Lincoln, Washington, T5r66, p. 3. 

1 Ihid., p. 5-6. Bancroft secretly wrote Presiden 
Andrew Johnson's first message to Congress in 1865, and. in 
this, too, he made mention of ". . . that Invisible Hand that 
has led us. . ." (Nye, op. cit., p. 231.) 
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America had grown as a d i v i n e l y ordained r e p u b l i c , drawing 

her e x i s t e n c e from what was good of former c e n t u r i e s . I t 

was now t o be the man i f e s t d e s t i n y of the United S t a t e s to 

l ead the world toward freedom. The United S t a t e s was to be 

the hope of the wor ld .122 

Bancrof t be l i eved t h a t the f u t u r e g r e a t n e s s of the 

coun t ry could no t be p r e d i c t e d , fo r he wro t e , "The sources 

of g l o r y t o our coun t ry l i k e the s t a r s of heaven cannot be 

c o u n t e d . " l 2 3 i n an e s say on The P rog re s s of Mankind, 

Bancrof t s a id t h a t the United S t a t e s had been so extended in 

t h e n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry " t h a t a s i m i l a r i n c r e a s e , twice 

r e p e a t e d , would c a r r y THE STARS AND STRIPES t o the p o l a r i c e 

and t o t h e i s thmus . "124 i n the same e s say , he a l s o r e p e a t e d 

the American mi s s ion s a y i n g , "Our count ry i s bound t o a l l u r e 

the world t o freedom by the beau ty of i t s example."125 

1 2 2 On the backs of the b ind ing of h i s H i s t o r y 
volumes when f i r s t p u b l i s h e d , t h e r e was an emblem showing an 
eag le on top of a g lobe surrounded by the words of Bishop 
Berke ley , "Westward t h e S t a r of Empire t akes i t s way." 
(Howe, op. c i t . , Vol . I I , p . 323. ) Berkeley had used "course 
i n s t e a d of " s t a r . " This emblem was miss ing from the Author ' s 
Las t R e v i s i o n . 

123 Orie Wil l iam Long, "George Bancrof t" i n L i t e r a r y 
P i o n e e r s , E a r l y American Exp lo re r s of European C u l t u r e , 
Cambridge, 1935, p . 126. This i s tak~en from B a n c r o f t ' s 
F o u r t h of J u l y Ora t ion i n Go t t ingen in 1820. 

1 2 4 George Bancrof t , L i t e r a r y and H i s t o r i c a l 
M i s c e l l a n i e s , New York, 1855, p . 49b . 

l 2 ^ I b i d . , p . 516. 
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Thus in his writings, George Bancroft revealed a 

belief that Providence had guided the destiny of the United 

States, and he expressed hopes for the future greatness of 

the country in the years to come. His purpose is probably 

best stated by quoting from the inscription on his Worcester 

Monument: 

Historian of America, he made it the high purpose 
of a life which nearly spanned the century to show 
her part in the advancement of man, and from the 
rare resources of his genius, his learning, and his 
labor, to ennoble the story of her birth.126 

1 2 6 Nye, op. cit., p. 302. 
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CHAPTER I I I 

FRANCIS PARKMAN HISTORIAN OF THE ANGLO-FRENCH DUEL 

Although the term Mani fes t D e s t i n y was no t popularizejd 

u n t i l the l 8 4 0 ' s , ev idences of t h i s movement were found i n 

the g e n e r a t i o n be fore the American Revolu t ion when the 

c o l o n i s t s supported Great B r i t a i n i n the French and Eng l i sh 

Wars which had as t h e i r o b j e c t the removal of the b a r r i e r 

imposed by the French . F r a n c i s Parkman, the American 

h i s t o r i a n of t h i s Anglo-French duel has s tud ied the ideas 

and a t t i t u d e s which prompted t h i s urge for expans ion . He has 

given a d e t a i l e d account of "the background of the s t r u g g l e , of 

t h e s t r u g g l e i t s e l f , and of the s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s of t h i s 

s t r u g g l e . 

Mason Wade, d e s c r i b i n g F r a n c i s Parkman as "perhaps 

the g r e a t e s t American h i s t o r i a n ; c e r t a i n l y the g r e a t e s t 

w r i t e r among t h a t goodly n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry company of 

Spa rks . . . Banc ro f t . . . Adams. . . F i s k e . . . W i n s o r , " ! has 

r e f e r r e d to him as "a Brahmin of the Brahmins and the l a s t 

g r e a t f i g u r e of t h a t c a s t e . " 2 Parkman has a l s o been c a l l e d 

"a T a c i t u s " and the "Herodotus of American H i s t o r y . " 3 i t i s 

1 Mason Wade, F r a n c i s Parkman, Heroic H i s t o r i a n , New 
York, 1942, p . v . 

p 
I b i d . , p . v i . 

3 Joe P a t t e r s o n Smith, " F r a n c i s Parkman," i n The 
Marcus W. Je rnegan Essays i n American H i s t o r i o g r a p h y . T e d . . ) 
W i l T T s r a B T 7 ^ u t d ® ^ o f t 9 F ^ 
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the purpose of this chapter to consider Parkman's views on 

Manifest Destiny, especially in connection with the English 

expansion on the North American continent at the expense of 

the French and Indians. 

1. Background and General Appraisal 

Francis Parkman was born in Boston in 1823, the son 

of a Unitarian clergyman. As a child, he spent much time at 

his grandfather's farm in Medford, Massachusetts. Here he 

gained his first love for the forest and for exploring. As 

a youth he attended private schools, and then Harvard 

University. Before the end of his sophomore year, he had 

planned a career of writing for himself. He did attend 

Harvard Law School; but like John Fiske, he soon abandoned 

law, and because of an inheritance from his grandfather 

which freed him of the necessity of making his own living, he 

spent most of his time reading history in preparation for a 

career in writing. 

Because of his ancestry, he took a personal interest 

in the early history of the United States. He took for his 

particular task the English-French struggle for the continent! 
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Parkman felt that this field of American history was 

"uncultured and unreclaimed."4 No one had yet portrayed the 

history of the American Indian or of the American forest.5 

Parkman believed the historian should narrate events 

in the spirit of the times in which they occurred. Hence, 

he spent about five years gathering materials for his works. 

In 1845 he began a journey through Pennsylvania, western 

New York, and the Great Lakes, collecting documents wherever 

he could. The following year he started on his famous trip 

to the West and the Oregon Territory. On the Oregon trip, 

he lived for a time among the Indians and observed their 

ways and customs. This was primarily a fact-finding journey 

which he hoped would help him in writing his future history. 

On his Western journey, Parkman became ill and suffered durir 

most of his life from sickness and tension affecting his 

sight, brain, nerves, and digestive system. This illness 

curtailed his activity in the ensuing years, but through his 

travels he felt he was better able to visualize the scenes 

and events about which he wrote.6 

4 Wade, op. cit., p. 298. 

5 Samuel Morison says that by the time Parkman was 
through with his work "there was no question but that North 
American colonial history was a 'respectable' and 'scholarly' 
subject. The trouble was to get young men to write about 
anything else!" (Samuel Morison, The Parkman Reader, Boston, 
1955, P. 14.) 
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As a member of the Brahmin group, a descendant of 

the wealthy ruling class, Parkman stood against the growth 

of equalitarian government and against any humanitarian 

faith in the natural goodness of the masses. Although he 

disliked Puritanism, he himself was marked by some of its 

characteristics. "He was harsh by nature and a lover of 

hard truths; a rigorous ascetic who spared neither himself 

nor others."7 His basic allegiance was to the eighteenth 

century doctrine of rationalism, and to the doctrines of the 

Federalist spokesmen. He did not give himself to the age in 

which he lived, and none of the pressing ideas or issues of 

the nineteenth century caused him much concern—slavery, 

expansion, or the Civil War. Thus, in looking for Parkman's 

views on Manifest Destiny, attention is centered on the 

expansionist movement of the eighteenth rather than of the 

nineteenth century. 

As his general theme Parkman stated that he wanted 

to write the story of the French and Indian War: 

. . . the War that ended in the conquest of Canada 
for here as it seemed to me, the forest drama was 
more stirring and the forest stage more thronged 
with appropriate actors than in any other passage of 
our history. It was not till some years later that 
I had enlarged the plan to include the whole course 
of the American conflict between France and England, 
or . . . the history of the American forest; for 
this is the light in which I regarded it."8 

7 Wade, op. cit., p. vi. 

8 Ibid., p. 16. 
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As Fiske is styled as a popular historian, Parkman 

is classed as a romantic historian. He attempted to 

transport the reader to a new world whose history was a 

drama played out by an heroic company. 

Parkman attempted to carry out his theme in twelve 

volumes published between 1851 and 1884. However, each 

volume was a separate work, and there was no continuous 

narrative. In general he believed the whole American 

conflict of France and England was the clash of two con­

flicting systems. He interpreted the struggle in the Half-

Century of Conflict in the same manner as he interpreted it 

in Pioneers of New France. He believed that the eventual 

conquest of Canada by England was an event of momentous 

consequence in American history; he set out to show how and 

why it occurred, and the results of the conquest. Although 

Parkman wrote of French heroism, piety, and persistence, his 

story was also the struggle of "English liberty against 

French absolutism, Protestant freedom against Catholic 

authority, with victory to the forces of light and progress.1 9 

Parkman, for this theme, has had "extravagant praise"and 

"carping criticism."10 

9 Morison, op. cit., p. 20. 

10 Wilbur L. Schramm, Francis Parkman, Representative 
Selections with Introduction,"Bibliography, and Notes, 
New York, 1938, p. xcvi. 
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He has been praised by William Dean Howells and by 

John Fiske, the latter of whom claimed he was "the most 

deeply and peculiarily American" of the American historians 

and also "the broadest and the most cosmopolitan."H Mason 

Wade says he was the first of the American historians to see 

the importance of the wilderness struggles which made 

America--"the first to recognize that they were not mere 

backwoods skirmishes but conflicts of more than local 

importance and with considerable influence in the course of 

events in the European world."!2 Allan Nevins has claimed 

that his great ability lay In conveying the impression of 

"vividness," and resurrecting men and movements and scenes 

from the past.13 Henry Adams in a letter to Parkman wrote: 

Taken as a whole your works are now dignified by 
proportions and completeness which can hardly be 
paralleled by the 'literary baggage' of another 
historical writer in the language known to me 
today.14 

On the other hand, Parkman has been criticized by 

French Canadian churchmen, and by Canadian and. American 

historians, and by some of the romantic idealizers of the 

11 John Fiske, "Francis Parkman," Atlantic Monthly, 
Volume 73, May 1894, p. 674-

1 2 Wade, Heroic Historian, p. 447. 

13 Quoted by Schramm, op. cit., p. cxii. 

14 Francis Parkman, The Discovery of the Great West: 
LaSalle, New York, 1956, Editor's Note, p. viTFT (This~work 
edited by Wm. R. Taylor used the text of the Little Brown 
r»™--.0-- ArHtlnn of 1 86Q \ , 
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Indians. Some have criticized him as being partial to New 

England, of having an imperfect knowledge of Western history, 

of neglecting essential matters of other histories in favor 

of New England, Anglo-Saxon superiority. Many do not agree 

that French rule alone was responsible for the downfall. 

These would cite the geographical and economic weakness as 

reasons for the downfall of the colony, along with the sparso 

population due to the failure of immigration.15 Wilbur 

Schramm, while being generally favorable to Parkman, admitted 

that he did fail to appreciate the religious and political 

system, and that he did blow the bugle for New England where 

he got some of his prejudices.16 Schramm said that Parkman 

was an ethical rather than a religious man, and because he 

never accepted the supernatural, he can be accused of an 

imperfect sympathy with those who believed in supernatural 

manifestations. However, Schramm did not feel him guilty of 

intellectual or scholarly dishonesty.17 

Mason Wade, while expressing high regard for Parkman, 

admits that he could not be considered as an impartial 

historian. Wade claims that he began with the idea that the 

•^ Schramm, op. cit., p. c. 
-I L 
xo Ibid., p. ci-cii. Schramm claimed this was not 

done consciously, or intentionally, but was done because of 
his background and New England traditions. 

1 7 Ibid., xcix. 
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s t o r y of New France showed the s u p e r i o r i t y of the P r o t e s t a n t 

E n g l i s h c i v i l i z a t i o n over the Ca tho l i c French c i v i l i z a t i o n 

and he kep t t h a t view. He s a y s : " . . . h i s environment made: 

him r e c o i l be fo re r e a l i t y . " ! 8 Wade says Parkman be l i eved 

f i r m l y i n h i s c l a s s and i t s s u p e r i o r i t y t o a l l o t h e r s . 

Harvey Wish has claimed t h a t Parkman blended the cha^m 

of l i t e r a r y h i s t o r i a n s wi th an upper c l a s s awareness of the 

common man. However, he f e e l s " h i s view of the Ind i an was 

p r e j u d i c e d and r e f l e c t e d the r a c i a l e r r o r s of the day."19 

He a l s o c la ims t h a t he dep ic t ed a l l of the r u l e s and r e g u l a ­

t i o n s govern ing French Canada, but ignored some of the same 

r e s t r a i n t s where they e x i s t e d in New England. Wish has 

desc r ibed Parkman as "eager t o e s t a b l i s h a f l a w l e s s p i c t u r e 

of u t t e r subse rv i ence and i l l i t e r a c y on the French s i d e in 

c o n t r a s t t o f r e e Anglo-Saxon i n s t i t u t i o n s . " 2 0 j j e a i s 0 f e e l s 

the h i s t o r i a n was unaware of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the economic 

h i s t o r y of the t i m e . 

1 8 Wade, Heroic H i s t o r i a n , p . 452. 

1 9 Harvey Wish,' The American H i s t o r i a n - A S o c i a l -
I n t e l l e c t u a l H i s t o r y of the Wr i t ing of the American P a s t , 
New York, IV60, p . 9 1 . Wade a l s o b e l i e v e s Parkman did n o t 
make the most of t h e o p p o r t u n i t y of d e a l i n g wi th the Ind i ans 
He sees l i t t l e evidence of deep p e n e t r a t i o n of Ind ian thinkirjg 
(Wade, J o u r n a l s , Vol . I I , p . 400 . ) 

2 0 Wish, op. c i t . , p . 99 . 
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Louis Filler has claimed that Parkman as the last of 

the Boston Brahmins, was marked "by anti-democratic bias, 

lack of interest in great events and popular movements of 

his time, and smug satisfaction with a circle and town which 

became less and less the country's hub."2l He claimed he 

was an heroic historian only in relations to the trials in 

writing his book, and that "he managed to miss almost every­

thing that was significant in his lifetime. . ."22 

William Eccles has recently written that while 

Parkman's basic theme was debatable, it did enable him to 

select and organize material in a simple framework, and it 

made good literature. He believes there is a certain romant: 

appeal to the work; he thinks the work is of less value as 

history because of its uncritical approach. He is of the 

opinion that Parkman conveyed distorted impressions of the 

society of the times. He has claimed that Parkman did not 

understand the Indian, and that he could never forgive the 

French for being French, Roman Catholic, and ruled by an 

absolute monarch. He concluded his appraisal with the hope 

that: 

on 

21 Louis Filler, "Heroic Historian," Nation, Vol. \$t 
6 . I Q l ^ . T i . ?11 . 

February 6, 1943,p. 211 

2 2 I b i d . , p . 212. 
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... before too many years have passed, Parkman's works 
will be relegated to the same shelf as those of his 
contemporaries. . . where they will be consulted 
more by students of American literature or 
historiography than by the students of history.23 

Thus, it is in accord with this last view, an emphasis on 

historiography, that the works of Parkman are to be considered 

in the remainder of this chapter. 

2. Parkman and the Mission of America 

Although Parkman was apparently unaware of the 

significance of the westward surge of the 1840's, he studied 

thoroughly the phase of Manifest Destiny in the Anglo-French 

duel. He wrote that the subject of his series was to be 

France in the New World--"the attempt of Feudalism, Monarchy, 

and Rome to master a continent, where, at this hour, half a 

million of bayonets are vindicating the ascendancy of a 

regulated freedom. . ."24 From point of view of order of hi;: 

story, not from point of sequence in writing, the first 

important idea that Parkman tried to convey, was that because 

of basic differences in early settlements, events augured 

well for the English system. This is the theme of Pioneers 

of France in the New World. It is the story of basic contrasts 

2 3 W. J. Eccles, "History of New France According to 
Francis Parkman," William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. 18, 
April 1961, p. 175. 

24 Francis Parkman, Pioneers of France in the New 
World, Boston, 1907, p. xv. 
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In New France, Parkman saw feudalism being overborne 

by centralization, and he saw monarchy triumphant in power, 

and Rome trying to reconquer abroad what had been lost at 

home through the Reformation. Thus, he saw the three powers 

of king, noble, and Jesuit attempting to colonize in the new 

world. Yet, he believed that "New France was all head, and 

the lean lank body would not thrive."25 At the same time, 

he saw New England strengthening itself. 

Throughout the Pioneers as well as in his other workii, 

Parkman distinguished between the liberty of New England and 

the absolutism of New France, claiming: 

The one was the offspring of a triumphant government; 
the other, of an oppressed and fugitive people; the 
one, an unflinching champion of the Roman Catholic 
reaction; the other, a vanguard of the Reformation.26 

Parkman's idea was that each followed its natural 

law of growth and each came to its natural result. With his 

New England upbringing, he saw that area as one of material 

progress where every man could aspire and reach this progress. 

Although he admitted that socially New England suffered from 

oppressions exercised by dominant opinion, he claimed that 

politically she was free. He felt that New England grew as 

2£ Ibid., p. xvi. 

2 6 Ibid., p. xvi. 
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