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INTRODUCTION

¥or 20 centuries the Church has proclaimed the
Gogpel of Chrigt. Yet, in the 20th century theclogians
are asking the question: what is preachlng?

A general disaffection towards preaching, both on
the part of the hearer and preacher, alike, coupled with
the problema ¢f a de~christianizged Europe, focused the
attention of Eurcpe'’s pastors and theoclogiaens upon this
eggential functlon of the Church. And what began in Europe
soon caught the attention of the world. The question
facing the theologian resolved itself to this: if preaching
has lost its savour wherewith will it be salted?

The breakthrough came by way of exegetical research.
New insights into fhe eriging of the New Testament opened
up a new vision of the nature of preaching. The apostles
had first prescheé the Gospel to non-believers, and only
later addressed the Hew Testament books to the already-
existing Christien communities. In the Gospels, Acts,
Epistles and Apocalypse, one theme kept re-appesring. Tt
was the kerygma,l the message which had been preached cou-

monly by all the apostles before the first word of the New

1 C.H. DODD is credited with meking a p=zriicular
contribution with the appearance of his small but impressive
little book in 1936, The Apecstolic Preaching and its
Developments, London, Hodder and Stoughton, 1963.
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Testament had been written. This was the Christian wessage,
the amnouncement of & sacred history, of the events in which
God revealed His plan to ralse men o pearticipation in His
divine 1ife. Prom Petecost to the year 50 the spostles
preached this saving history. With the IEpisile to the
Thessaloniens, and in the succeeding Kew Testament Books,
the sacred writers smplified, explained and sppliesd this
message.

If the apostles preached a saving history and the
20th century preacher proclaimed a doctrine whose religious
capital consisted, in large part, in a complex exprsition
of dogmatic and moral truths, it beceme readily apparent
that preeching could resgein its savour by a return to its
gourveg, to the central message preached by the apostles,

a return to the proclamation of the saving events in which
God entered into humaen history. A new understanding of the
nature of preaching was to be found in a re-examination of

the itraditional preaching of the Church,,2

2 For a study of the theology of preaching in %he
light of the apostolic preaching, see: Domenico GHASSO
1) kerigme e la predicezione, in Gregorianuz, 41 (19605,
PP. 424-450, which incluces an extensive bicliography.
This work is availeble t0 the English-spesking reader, in
The Word Readings in Theoclogy, New York, F.J. Kennedy &
sons, (iY64), pp. ¢20~724{E, under the title: ¥eryvema and

Preeching.
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The actuslity of the problem of preaching gives
rigse 10 & host of questions which remein to be studied,
among which is the apostolic kerygme in its primitive and
its leter forms, ag it is conditionsal upon its hisiorical
setting and in its permanent significance.s This phase of
preaching introduces the question of the Church's consclous-
ness through the centuries of her traditional preaching, of
the continuity of the apostolic tradition, the proclamation
of salvation-historv. The actuality of theological interest
in preaching explains the merit of research into the ques-
tiecn of presching in its historical development. The study
of preaching in one higtorical moment but of universal
interest forms the basig of this present study.

Two missicneries, Frs. Blanchet and Demers, arrived
in North America®s Pacific Northwest one hundred yesars ago.
Confronting Indian tribes who had not yet heard the message
of the Gospel, the misaiocnaries rejected the structured
format of the "irsditional® catechienm in favour of the
historico-biblical epproach of the Bible.

Their approasch to preaching the Gospel is epitomized

in the creation of the Catholic ladder. This presching all

3 See: Rudolf SCHNACKERBURG, Few Testament Theology
Teday, Montreal, Palm Publishers, 13963, p. 51.
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is more than just an aid 1o preaching. 1t encomrsasses the
miegionaries’ concept of the nature of preaching, both in
regard tc thelir first proclamation of the Gospel to non-~
believers, as well as their preaching to these already of
the faith. In Oregon they encountered the Indians (non-
believers), as well as the settlers (believers). Recause
of the very neture of the Catholic ladder, which implemented
and interpreted their concept of presching, this preaching
aid deserves attention.

Interest in the Cetholic ladder, which is the sub-
Ject of this reseerch, 18 shared by the theologien, the
catechist and the historien. The Catholic ladder, although
by no means unknown to the historian, is shrouded in mis~
concepticns as to its oxigin, its development and the in-
fluence which it exerted on later preaching aids. This
study will attempt to throw some light upon its creation
end evclution. The manner in which the missionsries pre-
sented the Christian message offers the catechisi a sound
epproach to religious education., The theologian will dis-
cover valuable insights which gave birth to and underlie
the Catholic ladder. This subject permits of two distinet
epproaches in a siudy of the miseionaries' preaching. One
centres upon the Catholic ledder itself. The cther seeks
to understend the migeionaries' concept of preachirg [ ‘the

light of the apostelic preaching, ss evidenced in this



IHTRODUCTION 5

preaching aid. Each approsch complements the other. In
this thesis we will follow the first approach. We will not,
therefore, concern ourselves directly with the missionaries’
Elear distinction between the content of the Gospel preached
to non~believers (miesionary presching), as distinct from
the content preached to those alresedy of the faith (cste-
chetical preasching), of the core or central theme of their
preaching, of the ernd of missicnary preaching (first pro-
clamation ¢f ithe Gospel) as distinct from the end of cate-
chetical presching (preaching directed to those already of
the faith), nor their sttempt to dispose the non-believer

to the Christisn message. These questions are of interest
to the second approach and have been treated by the writer
in another work.4 In this present thesis we will direct

our asttentiocn to the Cetholic ledder, its creation, evolu-
tion, and its influence on later presching ailds. This

approach might appear to faveour the historian. But it will

4 Prs., Blanchet and Demers and Missiornery Preaching
in Oregon, & dociorel theesis submitted L0 the ifaculty ol
iheology et the Gregorian University, Rome, April, 1965.
This thesis centres upon the migsionsries' concept of the
content, core or central theme, and end of missionary
preaching, {the first proclemstion of the message of tlie
Gospel 0 non-believers), the signs by which the Gospel is
recognized az of divine origin, and the disposition of the
non~believers to the acceptance of the message of salvation
(pre-evangelization). Although its presentation pre-dates
this present work, ithis thesis grew out of the writn~'s
interest in the Catholic ladder,
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become apparent that thies study offers both to the thec-
logien and the catechist insights into the nature of
preaching which are inherent in the Catholic ladder and in
tune with the renewal of the 20th century. It should be
pointed out that no attempt will be made to distinguish
between missionary and cstechetical preaching, and the
Catholic ledder will be described in the course of this
gtudy either as a 'preaching sid' or a ‘catechetical aid'.
What is said of preaching has direct application to cate-
chetics. In this research catecheticel preaching or
catechesis enjoys the wide interpretation of the presenta-
tion of the Christian message, whéther it be to non-
believers or to those already of the faith.

The writer's interest in the subject of the Catholic
laddex arose out of a realization that Frs. Blanchet and
Demers in creating their preaching aid had hit upon an
approach to predching which was not only most effective,
but distincet from the cetechetical tradition maintaining in
their day. Further research convinced the writer that much
of whet was being said about salvation-history, the kerygma,
and the nature of preaching found an eche in the mission-
aries® approach. But the more the writer attempted to learn
about this preaching aid, the more confusicn abounded sbout

its creation, its evolution and 1ts influence upon later
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preaching aids. This study became an attempt to clarify

theze problenms.

Sources

Tre confusion that reigns as to the significance of
the bars, merks and symbols appearing on the Catholiic
ladders mrose from the attempt to explain their signifi-
cance without reccurse to the missionaries' writings. The
easential document (see¢ Appendix "B") was to be found in
the Archives of ihe Archdiocese of Quebec. It consists of
a letter written by Fr. Blanchet in 1842. In this letter
the wmissionary sets cut for his bishop the use of this new
preaching eid in Oregon and then proceeds to explain in
detail the manner in which the Catholic ladder is used in
presching to the Indians and in the instruction of the
Indian wives and the children of the setilers. 1In great
detail Pr. Blanchet explains the significance of the bars,
marks and symbols. Further, he expleins how they have
altered the catechism to fit the requirements of a cate~
chesis which is presented within the context of salvativne
history. This document opened up the whole question of the
miessionaries' approach to presching and provided the key to
sn understanding of their ledders which were constantly
being reformed.

The letters of the missionaries will be used exten~

sively in this resesrch. The sum of the documentis, irich as
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they are in the history of Cregon, have remained to date
little krown., Individual archives heve been consulted but
few studies have sitempied to gather together the letters
-0f the miselonaries.

The Archives of the Archdiccese of Quebec, which
See held jurisdiction over the Pacific Northwesi in the
early deys, is =sn imporiant source for this study. The
Archives of the Archdiccese of Portland, U.S.A., containa
a wealth of documentation, particularly the correspondence
received bty the miseionaries from their bishops, their cor-
respondence among themselves, &s well as second coples of
many letters written.by the missionaries. The second copies
will be recognized in the course of this study by the fact
that they are to be found in Portland and not in the plsce
to which they were sent. They are manuscript copies. The
Archives of the Archdiocese of &t. Benifsce, Caﬁads, and
the Archives of the Sistsrs of St. Ann, Victoria, Canads,
contain scurce material., The Archives of the Diccese of
Victoris, the Archives of the Propasgation of the Fzith,
Lyon, France (now Paris), and the Archives of the Americen
College, Louvain, Belgium, will be c¢ited in this research.
The Archives of the Archdiocese of Hontreel provides much
historiceal data, relative toc the establishment of the Church

in Oregon.
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Valuable also are the Reports of the Propagation of
the Faith, published in Quebec, snd besed upon the letters
of the missionaries. Thelr value lies in making available
letters that are now lost. Less important to this study
but of interest sre the Report of the Propagaticn of the
Faith, at Lyon, Frence.

Some sitempt nas been made to lccate as many extant
Cathollic ladders sz possibdle. The writer 1s very much sware
that the very appearance of this study will procve his
findings incomplete. But it is hoped that those extant
copies hidden away will come to light, for they represent
a valuable part of Americars and Canzdiana.

One book enjoys a special mention: the "Historical
Sketches of the Catholic Church in Oregon.' This work is
essential for any student of the missionaries' writings,
for it alone cen put order into the vest amount of source
materisl. It should be noted that in this research the
pecond edition ie being used. The “Sketches™ first
appeared in the Portland, Oregon, "Catholic Sentinel", from
Pebruary 7th, 1878, to September 12th of that same year.

A limited edition in hook form was issued which represents
the first edition. Pr. J.B. Boulet, Ferndale, Washiuricn,
republished it in the ®Glad Tidings," & monthly magazine
vhich ran to 100 copies. The second edition owes its

appearance to Fr. Boulet. Thie edition "will be more
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correct than the originel edition because the copy 1 have
haes been theoroughly corrected by the &uthor,"s

¥uch valuabls information sgppesring in this study
owes lts source io personsl interviews and correspondence
with informed persons. Other sources will appear in the
bibliography, and in the course of this research.

The writer has taken the liberty to meke one change,
consistently, in translsting all documents in French. The
missionaries, as others of the periocd, epoke of the Indians
as ‘'Savages'. This would be most offensive to the Indian
of our day, and therefore, sauvsge' is translated
'Indient.

Throughout the documents cited proper names of
places, Indian tribes, snd Indians, have undergone consider-
able change. However, the missionaries used phonetic
epellings and proper names will be readily recognized.
Updeting of proper names is done wherever called for.

On occaesion throughout this study reference will be
made to both missionaries, Frs.‘Blanchet end Demers, when
it might appear that Fr. Blanchet, alone, should be cre-
dited. Pr. Blanchet, as Vicar General, did most of the

writing, but it would be imprudent to suggest that he, alone,

5 Clarence B, BAGLEY, Early Cstholic Miesiong i. 01 °
QOregon, Sesttle, Lowman & Hanford (ompany, 1959, vol. 1,
pre%ace.
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was the suthor of any given ides. Exceptions will be made
where it 1a clearly set cut that he deserves the credit,
as for example, in the creatlion of the Sahale stick, the

primitive Cathollic ladder.

Bistorical background

The naturs of this research suggests that it would
be helpful to situate our siudy within the context of the
establishment of the Catholic Church in Oregomn. This addi-
tion to our introduction will obviste unnecessary reference
in the body of the thesis.

The chronicle of Catholic history in the Pacific
Northwest opens with January 1, 1743. On this date two
Catholic explorers from Lower Censde, the brothers Plerre
and Frangois La Vérendrye,6 in search of the western sesa,

7

diecovered the Rocky Hountains. Beyond that range lay the

Paciflc Korthwest.

6 Charles E. DELAND, The Verendrys Explorations and
Discoveries, in The South Dekota Hlistorical Collections,
vol. Vi1, 1914, pp. l14-125. oee elso: Wilired F. SCHOEN-
BERG, A Chronicle of the Catholic History of the Pacific
Northwest 1745-1%460, Portland, Cathoilc Sentinel Printery,
1867, p. 1; arterwards referred to as: SCHOLNEERG, Chronicle,

T Journal of the Voyage made by Chevalier de la
Verendrye with one 01 hie broihera in search ol the ﬁesuerL
Bes AAGressed L0 RArgule Ge REeaunAINols, Lrensiated rrom
the French |Bargry Capers,) oy Anné H. flegen, in Oregen
Historical GQuarterly, vol, XKVI; 1925, no. 2, p. 121,
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To the Francigscan Friars goes the honour of being
the first misgionaries in thie land beyond the Rockies. In
ihe month of June, 1774, Fathers Juen Crespi and Thomas de
la Pena, Chaplains ebosrd the frigate Santiago, sailed from
Californie into Northern Pscific waters, erriving in July
of thet year off ithe coast of Queen Charlotte Islands at
about the fifty-third degree of latitude north.8 Fr. Benito
Sierra ceme ashore with the Spanish party who first set foot
on the Forthwest coast, July 14, 1775. They planted a
cross at forty-seven degrees and twenty mirutes latitude
north,9 The first Mess In the Pacific Northwest was cele-
breted, June 24, 1789, at Nootka on Vancouver Islandolo In
the summer of 17983 Fr. Kegin Caitsala, also a Franciscan

Priar, arrived at the Spanieh post in Nootka Scund, as

8 Zephyrin ENGELHARDT, The Kissions and Missionaries
of Celifornia, msecond ediftion; Santes Barbara, Hiselon sSenta
Barbara, 1930, vol. II; pp. 173, 342; afterwards referred
to as: ENGELHARDT, HMisgions of Celifornia. See also:

Diary of the Sea Expeditlon mace by the ¥Frigate Santiezo in
which went the FRLNEr Preachers FrEy Jufll Grespi and %ray
Tomes Ge L6 & Herbert Lu

EXif, i gene BULTON, Fray duazn
Crespl, ¥igelonary Explcrer on the Facific Coae%, 1762-
4, Berkeley, university of california Press, 1927,
pp. 307-366.

9 ENGELHARDT, Eissions of Califernia, p. 180.

10 E. 0. S. SCHOLEPIELD, British Cclumbia from the
Earliest Times to the Present, Vancouver, S. J. Clarke,
tn.d.j, vol. 1, p. 132,
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resident priest. He remained in this area for thirteen
montha. Tt As the British Flag wase raiged at Kootks,
March 28, 1794, the Spanish miseionary chapter came to &
cloae.l2

The lure of the fur trade in the early years of
the nineteenth century ocpened up the Oregon Territory13 to
the trapper and the settler and prefaced the permanent

establishment of the Catholic Church in this territory to

1) Zephyrin EXGELHARDT, The Holy Kan of Santa Clara
or Life, Virtues, snd ¥iraclees of ¥r. Megin UCatsala, O.F .M.,
San Frencisco, James H. Barry Company, 190§, pp. 19-20.

12 ¥illiem Ray MANNIRG, The Nootke Scunéd Controver-
8v, in Annual Report of the American Historlcal Association
or the yvear I4YU4, Washlingion, Government Printing Cifice,
+ DD - « A& commentary on this Spenish chapter
of the Church in the Pacific Northwest iz given by Fr. A.J.
Brabant, a priest of the Diocese of Victoria and a mission-

ary on the West Coast of Vancouver Islend, 1875-1906.
*Beyond these indifferent signs of religious practices
{some stories passed on of two stout, baldheeded priests,

a Spanish hymn, a prayer and & special celebraticn of
Christras] which may have had their origin at the time of
gettlement by the Spaniards at Nootka, I have never been
able to detect any signs of a Spanish religious influence®
(A. J. BRABANT, Vancouver Island end its Missions, in
Charles MOSER, Reminiscences 0l LLE West coast 01 Veancouver
Island, Kekawlis, Akcme Preess, (¢cl9lbl, pp. - .

13 In the early deys this term had a very genc.al
connotation: "The territory of Oregen, both American and
English, is that part of North Americs situeted beyond the
Rocky-Mountains between the 42° and 54° 40' paralilel, 1.
is bounded on the North by ihe poseessions of the Russieans,
on the East by the Rocky Hounteins, in the South by “ali..
fornia and Weat by the Pacifie Ocean"™ (P. J. DE SMET,
Misgiona de 1'Orégon & Voyeges sux montagnes Rccleusep
1'Athabasca el du Sascatshawin en 1845~40, Gand, Ve vander
Scheliden, (1848], pp. ¥9-10j).
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the west of the Hocky Hounteine. Alresdy, ir 1808, the

14

North West Fur Compsny had posts on the Praser River, the

Pacific Fur Company under John Jacob Astor of New York set

15

up & post at the rmouth of the Columbia in 1811, and by

1821 the Budson's Bay Coupany had sbsgorbed its rivals and
controlled all trading in the Pacific Northwest.i® The
great waterways of the Oregen territory became the highways
of a rich commerce.

¥any of the early 'voyageurs',17 impressed with the

possiblilities of thie new land, decided to take up permanent

14 Fncyclopaedia Britannica A New Survey of Upiver-
sal Knowledge, Chicego, bncyclopsedia Britannica Inc.,
[cl820-1852), vol. 16, p. 884; hereafter referred to as:
Erncyclopaedia Britennica.

15 Ibid., p. 884,
16 Ibid., p. 884.

17 Althcugh the fur trade and exploring expeditions
engeged men wherever they cculd be found, they relied in
large part upon French Canadlens (P.H. BLANCHET, Historical
Sketches of the Cstholic Church in Oregon During the rast
Forty vears 1838-1C78, second edition, Ferndale, 1910, D. 2);
these Sketches originally eppeared in the Portland, Oregon,
"Catholic Sentinel' in 1878 and were corrected by the
author vefore his desth in 1883; afterwards referred to as:
BLANCHET, Sketches. See slsc: Charles WILKES, Herratlwe of
the United States Exploring Expedition during the vesrs,
1836, 1839, 1840, 1841, 1d4¢d, Philedelpnia, Lea & flancherd,
1845, vol. IV, p. 379; aiverwards referred to as: WILKES,
Narrative. A number of Iroguois Indiens were als¢c engsged

; T, Sketches, p. 2; see also: WILKES, Narrative-
p. 379).
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18

-
[

residence in the Oregon Territory. In the fertile

-

4

s g .
Willamette Yalley, on what became Xxnown as Prench

Prairie,zo the nuecleus of a proeperous agriculiturel com-
munity settled along the ¥Willsmette River. Father Blanchet
explaing how the setilement began:

There remasined in the country three French
Canadiens, remcenta of the o0ld expedition of
Hunt and Astor, viz: Stephen Lucier, one of the
former, and Joseph Gervais and Louis Labonté of
the latter. S. lucier being tired of leading a
vandering life begen in 1829 to cultivate the
land near Fort Vancouver, and getting dissatis-
fied with his firet cholce, he left it in 1830,
end, removing to the Willamette Valley, settled
g8 few miles above Champoeg, then called by the
Canadians 'Campement de Sable'. Pollowing his
example the two others, J. Gervais and L.
Labonté followed him in 1831 and settled some
distance south, one on the right and the other
on the left slde of the river. 8Scome old servants
of the Hudson Bay Co., belng discharged from
further services, went cver to them and incresased

18 Employeea of ths Hudson's Bay Company were
engaged for five years snd aftar thelr service expired the
Company was obliged to send them back to England or Canads,
if they desired it (¥WILKES, Karrative, pp. 329-33%0).

19 Fr. Blanchet used the spelling 'Wellamette®' and
explains that 'Wellamet' or ‘Willemette' are corruptions of
the Indien name for the river (BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 30).

20 Ibid., p. 2. See sleo: Encyclepaedia Britarnice,
p. 884, Smell settlements could be found at the 28
Hudeon's Bay Posts, also at Cowlitz and a few south of the
Columbia River, other than French Prairie (Rapvort sur le:

Missions du Diocése de Québec gqui sont secourues par
1TAB80CLALIOND de 18 Prapagaficn_%e T& F0J1, wueoec, Fréchette
& Cle, 1840, no. 2, pp. JU~51; aiverwarde referred to as:

R.K.D.Q.).
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their numy?rg The good and gensrous Dr.
MeLoughlin®* ‘encouranged the colony and helped it 55
with all his power. It centinued to grow [...].°
Forasking the roeming life of °'voyegeurs®, the
pioneer Catholic colonists, true to their early religious
upbringing, longed to have prieasts among them to minister
23

to the spiritual peeds of their children™ and themselves.
¥%ith the reguiar overlend brigasdes from Oregon to Montresl
pasaing through the Canadian Prairieca, the setflers knew

that a bishop resided at St. Beniface on the Red River.

21 Dr., Jobn Meleughlin, a medical doctor, known as
the "Pather of Oregon' was born in Riviére du Leup, Quebec.
A partner in the North West Company, he joined the Hudson's
Bay Company in the merger of 1821. Appointed Chief Pactor,
he established his headquerters at Fort Vancouver on the
Columbia River end governed the vast empire beyond the
Rockies for 22 yesrs. HKeared in the Amglican faith by
maternal grandpsrents, alihough born of Catholic parents,
he was received intce the Catholic Church by Fr. Blanchet,
Novewber 18, 1842. A great benefactor to both settlers and
missionaries, he resigned his post and became an American
citizen when the country came under American jurisdiction.
In August, 1847, Pope Gregory XVI created Dr. Mclaughlin =a
Knight of the Order ¢f S%. Gregory the Great (Edwin V.
O*HARA, Catholic Eilstory of Oregon, third edition, Portlard,
Catholic sook Company, 25 Ppo 5-8; afterwards referred

to es: O'HARA, History of Oregon) See also: KcLaughlin
documents, (A.A.F.J; %EEEUKE%, §ketches, pp. 2, 26;
SCHOERBERG, C "onicle, p- 30.

22 BLAKCHET, Sketches, p. 28.

23 The settlers in the Fillemette Valley had married
Indian women (WILKES, Nsrrative, p. 34S9). A condition of
employment with the HudSOHFS Bay Company was not to marr
durlng the term of service (R.UQ. ., 1841, no. 3, p. 46
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24

1t waa to Blshop Provencher of St. Boniface that a re-

quest for priests wzs first directed, July 3rd, 1334, and
5

[a

ggain, Februsry 23=d, 1BZ5.
Understending the justifiable concern of tke
gettiers for prissts and awere thet a great spostolate was
opened to the numberless Indian tribes inhabiting this vast
wildernesas, Bishop Provencher lost no time in initiating

26

the arrangements necessary for such an undertaking. In

24 In 1818, Bishop Plesgsis, Bishop of Quebec, in
response to petitions for priestis drswn up at the suggestion
of Lord Selkirk, from Catholic settlers in the Red River
country, sent Frs. Provencher and Dumoulin. The mission-
aries estsablished at St. Bornifsce, on the Red River, now
St. Bonifesce, Manitoba. In 1822, Fr. Joseph Norbert Pro-
vencher was censecrated bishop with the title, Bishop of
Juliopolia in pariibus, auxiliary to the Bishop of Quebec
and Vicar Apostolic for the Northwest (O'HARA, History of

Oregon, p. 16).

25 BLAWCHET, Sketches, p. 6. See also: L. of Pro-
vencher to Lartigue, St. Boniface, 5 June, 1835 (Archives
of the Archdiccese of Montresl, pp. 109-110; herealter
Telerred Lo &8: A.A.M.J¢ 411t appears that the request for
priests forwarded to Bishop Provencher in 1834 was preceded
by a request to Bishop Dubourg in St. Louis. The Eishop
received the petition from some unknown Ernglish woman
October 21, 1822 (John P. O'HARA, A Letter from the Columbis
in 1821: Who Was the English Woman Who %rote from Uregon 1o
The RLIShoD O3 Gt. LODLS¢, rortiana,; 41945,. 1The question of
the esteblishment oi the Church in Oregon is substantially

covered in: Letitiae M, LYONS, Frsuncis Norbert Blanchet ang
]

the Founding of the Ore%on Missiong J8J58-1048, Waslhonl™m
athoilc Universiily oi America rress, s PP. 1~1T73 ui.or-

wards referred to as: LYONS, F.N.Blanchet. See also: Epi-
lien LAMIRANDE, L'Implentation de 1l'rzlise Catholigque en
Colombie-Britannigue LBao~48, 1N Hevue O0€ LUniversilc

a'ltiawa, 28 (1958), pD. 225~342.

26 The correspoundence of 3Bishop Provencher in this
period shows his sincere and constant corcern for the new
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. . . 5 27 . .
agpite of the msny problems yet to be resoclved, the Bishop
in a pastoral letter dated June 8th, 1835, mssured the

settlere thet they would heve o priest in their midst at

pisslon territory. Hiz spirit is summed up In one sentence:
"[..o] I beg Your Excellency to think aboui the mission to
the Columbis® (L. of Provencher to Signay [Bishep of Quebec],
Liverpool, 27 December, 18%5, in Bulletin de la Scciété
Historicue de Sgint-Boniface, Salnt-Boniface, lmprimerie gdu
Yanitobe, 1YLi3, voi. iI1, p. 146; afterwards referred to

as: B.S.H.B.).

27 Three haelic guestions had to be resolved: 1. The
gquestion of jurisdiction: Bishop Provencher considered
Oregon to be the responsibility of Bishop Signay of Quebec
(L. of Frovencher to Lartigue, St. Boniface, 5 June, 1835,
A.A%., pp. 109-110). Bishop Signay was not convinced that

regon was nhis responsibility but submitted the question
to Kome suggesting that the new territory be attached to
Quebec but be placed under the jurisdiction of St. Boniface
{L. of Provencher %o Lsrtigue, Quebec Seminary, 23 Cctober,
1835, A.A.H., pp. 112-113). This was approved by Rome

(L. of Provencher to Lartigue, Rome, 30 March, 1836, A.A.X.,
p. 141). 2. The question of priests: Bishop Provencher
wanted a priest of experience to head the mission and a
younger priest to accompsny bim (L. of Provencher to Lar-
tigue, Quebec Seminary, 23 October, 1835, A.A.M., pp. 112~
11%). The requirements for such priests charged with the
founding of a new mission, separxrated from all contact with
brother priests, and thrust into a miesion field of such
magnitude, demended men of singular zeal, of apostolic
spirit and many talents (L. of Provencher to Signay, Yama-
chiche, 23 November, 1836, B.S.H.B., wvol. III, p. 159);

see eleso Notes on the trip Tor the priest who leaves this

ear, written Dy Bi1shOp Provencher, Guebec, o Narch, 1837
iB.E.H.B., vol. III, pp. 160-161). 3. Passasge to Cregon
had to pe arranged with the Hudeson'e Bay Company: arrange-
ments apperently had been finalized (L. of Provencher to
Signay, London, 19 Jenusry, 1836 (B.S.H.B., pp. 147-148)
when Governor Simpson sdvised that Iear ol strife between
religious groups moved the Company in Londen to refuse
pagsage (L. of Provencher to Signay., Montreal, 17 April,
1837 (B.S.H.B.; pp. 163-164). Pinelly Governor Simpson
resolved the problem by offering paseage if the Ce*holic
priests would establish at Cowlits and nct at Willamette

L. of Provencher i¢ Signs Red River, 13 October, 18
A.A. M., Dpp. 75-1%1 . geeyélso: BLARC . Sketcheé, p?77.
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a
the very flrst oppﬁrtunitybg“ The letter resd in psart:

The Bishop of Juliopolis to all the
femilies settled in the ¥illamette Valley and
other Catholice beyond the Rocky HMountains,
Creeting:-

I hmsve received, most beloved breihren,
your twe petivicns [...]}. Both call for mis-
glonsries t¢ inmetruct your children snd your-
selves. Such & reguest from persons deprived
¢f all religicus attendasnce, could not fail to
touch my heart, and if it was in my power, I
would send you some this very year., But I have
no priest disposzable at Red River; they must be
obtained from Csnads or elsewhere, which requires
time. I will meke it my business in & journey
which I air going ¢ meke thie year in Canads and
in Burope [...].

My intention is not to procure the know-
ledge of God to you and your children only,
but aleo to the numerggs Indian trives among
which you live [...].
Bishop Provencher®s pledge to the settlers of the
¥illemette Valley wag fulfilled when Pr. Francis Norbert

BlanchetBo received *Letters of Appointment'jl designating

28 BL&KGM, SketGhES, ppe 6“70
29 Ivid., p. 6.

30 ¥Franclie Horbert Blanchet was born September 30th,
1795, near St. Plerrs, Riviére du Sud, Province of Quebec,
Canada. After completing his studiee &t the Seminary of
Quebec, he was ordaipmed a priest July 18ih, 1819. After a
year'a gervice at vhe cathedrel in Quebec City, he was
appointed psetor at Richibucte, Rew Brunswick. His charge
included Micmac Indians and Acadlen settlers., In 1827, he
was recelled to EHontreal and sppointed pastor of Soulanges
(ibid., p. 70).

31 Josephus Signey niasratione divina et Stsa
[Sanctas] Apostolicse gratis Episcopus Quebecensiz,
noble in Christo, Pranciscus Rorbertus blanchet, ad
toriun huius dioccesis quod comprehenditur inter Lont
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him as Vicar General of the Oregon Territory and, in effect,
the founder of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest.
The officiel acts, which were executed by RBlshop Signay,
Bishop of Quebec, on the 16th dey of April, 1838,32 were
dispatched to Pr. Blanchet with sn asccompanying letter:
You receive with these pregents letters
which conetitute you mny Vicar General to whom
we ccmmunicate &ll powers which we ourselves

exercise, with the except;gn of those which
require episcopal orders.’

Lapideos (Monteenes de Roches) et Pacificum Oceanum, Missio~
nario, Salulen et benediciionem in Domine [...) te dilectum
nostrum Franclegoeunm Norbertum Blanchet, diocecesis nostrae
presbyterum, ex certe nestre gcientie plenasque libertate,
ormibus melioribus forme, via, causa; wodo, Jure, quibus
melius et efficaciug possumus, in nestra Sede et Episcopatu
Quebecensl in spirituslibus et temporelibus Vicarium nos-
trum, Generalem et speclalem (ita tamen ut specialitas
generalitati non derogat, nec & contra) fecimus, constitui-
rus, creavipus et ordinesvims, ienoreque praesentium facimus,
comstitulmug, creamus et ordinamus: dantes tibi et conce=-
dente plenam et omnimodam, generalem et liberanm auctorita-
tem et potestiaetem diccesinm nostram universam regendi et
gubernendi, [...]. Datum Quebece in Seminario nostro epi-
scopall, sub signo sigillogue nostris testiumgue [...] die
decima sexta aprilis annc millesimo-octingentesimo-trigesimo-
octavo. + Jos. Epus. Quebecensis (A.A.P., B. I, 25, p. 1-4)

32 In the Sketches the date is given as April 17,
1838 (BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 7). This does not concur with
the document just quoted (31) which reads "die decima gexta
Aprilis®, the 16th of April.

33 L. of Signay to Blanchet, Quebec, 19 April, 1838
(A.A.P., B.I 25, p. 1).
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Bishop Provencher was 1o decide which priest would
accompany Pr. Blenchet €0 the new wission field:

I am writing to the RBishop of Juliopolis
and I leave_with him the charge of deciding if
Pr. Haynard34 accompanies you to the Coglitz
River sa your collesgue, or Pr. Demers,35 or
cne of ghe other priests whoe are under his
orders.”®

34 Pr. Heynard who waz sent to St. Boniface, pre~
sumably in the company of Fr. Blenchet, carried the official
papers for the Vicar General from Quebec to Montreal (L. of
Signay to Blaachet, Quebsec, 19 April, 1838, A.A.P., B.I 25,
ps 3). Put he did not arrive with Fr. Blanchetl at Red
River, June 5, 1838, btut only on the 22nd of June, 1838
(L. of Provencher to Signay, Red River, 27 June, 1838,
B.S.H.R., Voil. III, p. 170},

%5 Fr. Hodeste Demers was born at St. Nicholas,
Quebec, October 11, 1B0Y9. Completing his studies at the
Quebec Seminary, he was ordsined io the priesathood by Bishop
Signay, Pebruary 7th, 1836. He spent 14 months &3 assistant
priest at Trois-Pistoeles, Quebec, before volunieering for
the misgions of Oregon {BLANCHET, Sketches, p. Tl).

%6 L. of Signey to Blenchet, Quebsc, 19 April, 1838
(4.A.P., B. I 25, p. fia Hishop Signsy encloused a letter
of eppointment which resd: Y1 suthorize by these presents
Pr. missionary of the Cowlitz River & all the
territory of the diccese of Quebec which lies west of the
Rocky Mis. together with Fr. Francis Norbert Blanchet my
Vicar General,; t¢ exercise all powers contained in the
different indulte which with the spproval of my Vicar Gen-
erasl you are empowered to use®(L. of Signay to Blanchet,
Quebec, 19 April, 1838, A.A.P.; B. I 25, one paege). Fr.
Blanchet's essistant would be empowered to act in the
capacity of Vicar Gensral in the event of Fr. Blancheti's
death or incspacity (L. of Signey to Blanchet, Quebec, 22
October, 1838, A.A.P., B, I 24, p. 2}. Pr. Demers arrived
in St. Boniface one year in sdvance ¢of Fr. Blanchet. He
wes to werk in this erea pending the opening of the Oregon
Mission (L. of Provencher %o Signay ¥ontreal, 25 A ril,
1637, B.S.H.B., vol. III, p. 166); (L. of Provercher -o
Signay, Red Hiver, 27 June 1838, B.S.H.B., vol. 1II, p. 170
While at St. Boniface, Fr. Demers harvoured the fear thst,
onceé he hsd learned the Indisn language of the country, he
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After many frustrating deleys, the mission to the
Columbie was a reality. Fr. Blanchet, in the company of
Chief Trader Hargrave, left Wontreal, ¥ay 3rd, 1838, aboard
a light bark canoe csrrying the expreass for the Hudson's

Bay Company.37

¥ith a 35 day stopover at St. Boniface,
Fr. Blanchet Joined his colleague, Fr. Demers, and left the
Red River, July 10th for Oregon. Leaving the boats behind,
the brigade used horses to make the ascent of the Rocky
Mountains. WNine days of travel brought them to the westerm
bage of the Hockies snd to the Big Bend on the Columbia

River. Here on Sunday, October 1l4th, Fr. Demers offered

would not be allowed to go to Oregon (L. of Demers to
Cazeau,)Vancouver, Oregon, Kerch lst, 1839, A.A.P., D. III
6, p. 1).

37 The comments or the trip across Csanada are taken
from Fr. Blanchet's diary which is entitied: Notes on
Journey from Montresl toc Fort Vencouver 1838 (X.E.P., B.II
i1). Osee also:‘E¢ﬁ¢D,%,,'I8¢O, 0. 24 PPe 3 BLANCHET,
Sketches, pp. 8-20. n BLANCHET, Sketches, pp. 11-18, a

etter of Fr. Blanchet to Bishop Signay, which contains an
abridgment of the journal of the voyage ecross Caneda, is
reprinted under the title, Fort Vancouver, March 17th, 1839,
This date conflicts with the date oi the first mission to
Cowlitz (BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 31). The letter was written
not on the 17th of Warch but earlier in the month: "The
first packet by the mountains ian the beginning of March,
1839, conteins an ahridgment of the journal of the mission-
aries going to the Columbia” (L. of Blanchet to Signay,
Fort Vancouver, 19 Karch, 1840, A.A.Q., C.A. 1-153, 154,
P. 2). Also "I received in September last your letters of
Qectober 10th, 1838. snd these of the lst, 3rd & 4th dayc of
March, 1839" (L. of Signay to Blanchet, Quebec, 10 April,
1840, A.A.P., B.I 24, p. 1).
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Masgs——their first Mass in Oregon territory. After a long
and hazardous geurney,38 and for Pr. Blenchet, more than
six months from the day of depsriure, the missionaries
stepped sshore &t Fort Vancouver, Hovember 24th, 1838.39

The long-ewalted prieasts had asrrived. This date
marke the permanent establishment of the Cetholic Church
in the Pacific Korthwest.

The prime concern of this work is the Catholic
ladder. In view of this it will be helpful to quote the
document which explains, in part, the missionaries’ serach
for an effective, yet simple approsch to the preaching of
the Gospel. This document presented to the missionaries by

thelr bishop, Bishop Signsy, was to be the guide for Prs.

Blanchet and Demers in their missionary spostolate:

28 Bishop Signsy wrote: "[...] I read and reread
with great interest the journal as also the accompanying
notes. 1 bless divine providence that you finslly arrived
with your ccllesgue, after such a long voyege, so full of
dangers --— I would never have thought that the crossing of
Canada to the Columbia was so difficult & so perilcus"®
(L. of Signay to Bianchet, Quebec, 10 April, 1840, A.A.P.,
B.I 24, p. fg. -

39 BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 18. It is rather
interesting that there 1s no entry in the Journal (A.A.P.,
B. II 1) esbout the arrival. The disry siops abruptly, &as
the brigade nears Forti Vancouver. ‘
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You must consider as thé first object of
your Mission to withdraw from barbarity end
the digorderr which it produces, the Indiaus
scattered in that country.

Your second object 1s, to tender your
services t0 the wicked Christians who hsve
adopted there the vices of Indians, and live
in licenticusness and the forgetfulness of
their duties.

Persusfed thet the preaching of the Gospel
is the surest meons of cobtaining these happy
regults, you will lose no cppertunity of in-
culcating its principles end maexims, either in
your private converssiions ar public
irsiructions.

In order t¢ moke yourselves sooner useful
to the natives of the couniry where you ere
gent, you will epply yourselves, &8s soon &as
you errive to study of the Indian langueges,
end will endeavour %o reduce them to regular
principles, 80 as to bLe sble {o publish a
grammar a&fter some ysars of residence there.

You will prepare for beptism, with all
poesible expedition, the infidel women who
live in concublnage with Christiens, in order
to substitute lawful marrisges for these
irregular unions.

You will tske a particular cere of the
Christian education of children, establishing
fer ihat purpose, schecols and catechism classes
in all the villages ehlch you will have the
occasion to vieit.

In &1l the plsces remsrksble either for
their position or the psssage of the voysgers,
or the gsthering of Indians, you will plant
crosses, =0 as to take possessioen of those
various places in the name of the Catholic
religion.

Given at Quebec on the 1T7th of April, 1838.

+ Joseph Signey, 40
Bishop of Quebec.

40 BLARCHET, Sketches, p. 8.
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The instructions, as we will note in succeeding
pages, provide us with an insight into the missicnaries®
approach to the whole problem of preaching. In attempting
to implement these recommendations the missionaries created
the Catholic lsdder. Their new approach to preaching, en
appreoach which was effective, yet simple, geve the Sshale

stick to Oregon, and the Catholic ladder to the world.
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PART I
CREATIORK OF THEIR PREACHING AID

Confronting the untutored Indisns of the Pacifice
Northwest, the missionaries found the need for en effective,
yet simple, presching sid. Cheapter I deals with the crea-
{ion of the Sshazle stick, the primktive form of the
Catholiec ladder,

Although the Sahale astick was & success, it had
limitations. Fpr. Blanchet improved upon his first creation
with & more refined device which he called the Catholic
ledder. This improved preaching aid will be discussed in
Chapter II.
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Facsimile of the original
Sahele stick created by
Fr. Blenchet in 1839,

(See Appendix "E®)



CHAPTER I
THE SAHALE STICK OR THE STICE FROM HEAVEN

The misslonardies; afier their zrrivel at Fert Van-
couver, lost no ilme in throwing themselves wholeheartedly
intc the epostolate which facéd them. The first mission
at Fort Vancouver lasted four menths; from November 24th,
1838, until April 15th, 18329, with the Vicar Gsneral
instructing the Cansdiens and Fr. Dewmers attending to the
Indisns.® Fr. Demers set himself to the task of learning
3

the Chinook. jargon” and within three or four weeks could

ik

1 The term 'mission' has 8 dual connotation for our
purpeses. It is used in the sgense ¢f a residence or sta-
tion for missioneries or in the sense of a course of sermons
and eervices for the special purpose of guickening the faith
and gzeal ¢f the participants and of converting unbelievers
(Webster's International Dictionary of the English Langusge
being .the authentic edaiiion of ¥ebster's Unabridged Diction-
ATY CORDTising the issuey of 1864, 1810 and 1884, Spring-
Tield, G. & C. Herriem Company, 1594, p. 951).

2 BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 24. See slso: BLANCHET,
General notes on the indiens 1838-48 (A.A.P., B. 1 22, p. 6);
General notes alterwarcs relerrea L0 az: BLANCHET, Generel
noctes, e

% The Chinook jargon was a& lenguage used by the
Hudson's Bay Company in its commerce with the Indisne, and
which Indisns of diverse languages used eszong themselves.
It wes ccmpoaed of ebout 400 words. Although taken in pert
from the languege of the Chincock Indlans living near Port
George at the mouth of the Ceolumblia, it was made up of an
assortzent of languages. It was a spoken language vith
little gremmer and one word could have several meanings,
such as: ‘Wawa', to speack, to learn, %o teil, to ruswer, tc
esk (L. of Demere to Cazeau, Vancouver, March lst, 1839,

AQAQP. DGIII 6 ppt 4""5‘ RrgnD- « ¢ 1840, no, 2, ')p, 35_36.
184%, éa. 6, pp: 11-12; éIIKké, %arrative. D. Alﬁﬁ. ’
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use the language.4 The prayers and hymns were translated
into the jargon end the Indians near Fort Vancouver were
instructed in this langusge.

Pr. Blenchet deemed it necessary itc concentrate
upon the Cenadiens whe, although instructed in their youth,
had grown lex in their faithss He attempted to instruct
the Indien wives of the settlers in Prench but "the task
could not be completed but by a long and tedious repetition
[...] for weeks and months."® As to the children of the
seftlers the burden was lightened by reason of the fact that

educational facilities aslremdy existed at Fort Vancouver.7

4 BLANCHET, Skeiches, p. 25. PFr. Demers was &
gifted linguist: rTHe goog prieat has a particular talent
for langueges, Prench, Latin, English, I counted no less
than 7 Indian languages which he speaks slmost perfectly,
and 8 others of which he knows a greet number of words"
{(Peter DE HOO, Varis, Ecclesiastical Hierarch in Oregon, in
De Heo Correspondencs 100l-i000b, A.Bt.h.s; HBTE BOCK HOOm),
See aleot L. of Dlenchst 10 Jemera, St. Paul, 28 December,
1840 (AOAIP!’ D. III 3? Pc 12).

5 L. of Blanchet to Demers, St. Paul, 2 Harch, 1840
(Avogog C-A-' vol. Ig po 136>0

6 BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 25.

7 Cherles Wilkes writes: *"the healf breed and Indian
children thet the Company have taken to bring up and edu-
.cate. Of these there are now twenty~three boys and fifteen
girls,; who cleim the particulsr sttenticn of Dr. NcLaughlin
and Y¥re. Douglese [sicl. A teacher is emxployed for the
boys [...]. During my stay an examinetion took place, end
although tke pupils did not prove very expert at their
reading ard writing, yet we had sufficient evidence that
they hed mzie some improvement [...] they are also instrucisd
in religiocue exercises, in which I thought they appeared
more proficient then in their other etudies [...] The girls
are qually cared for [...}" (WILKES, Narrative, vol. IV,

P. 332},
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But if problems existed at Fort Vancouver where
some semblance of parochial 1life could be envisioned, what
of the numerous Indian tribes who inhebitea for the most
part a'primeval foreet? It was the migslonaries' sttempt
to resolve thig problem thet inspired the creation of the
Sehale stick.

By mid-Harch, 183%, Fr. Blanchet had taken leave of
Pr. Demers end had arrived at Cowlitza to undertake a mis-
sion for the Canasdisns and the Indians who lived nesr this
post which Governor Simpson had designated as the head-

querters for the Caetholic missionaries in the Oregon Terri-

tory.g The Vicar General had regular instructions underwsay

8 The Vicar General left Fort Vancouver, March 1l4th,
arriving at Cowlitz in the evening of March 16th. During
the mission he lodged in the home of Simon Plamondon
(Journal 8, p. 36, A.A.P.). Fr., Blanchet had already made
ore vieit to Cowlitz, December 12-20, 1838, and had con-
ducted a 30 day wiszion for the Censdians of the Willemette,
Ja?uary to February 4th, 1839 (BLARCHET, Sketches, pp. 27~
28).

9 Cowlits, near the present town of Toledo, Washing-
ton, was the site of a Hudson Bsy Company farm when Pr.
Blanchet arrived st this mission. A ricn and fertile
prairie stretching eix miles long and *wc pmiles wide borders
the Cowlitz River which empties inte the Columbia near
present day Longview, Weshington. Fr. Blanchet chose a
claim of some 640 acres and placed the mission heldings in
the charge of Augusiine Reocheon, a Canadian whe accompanied
the missionaries to the Columbia (L. of Signey to Planchet,
Quebec, 27 April, 1838, A.A.P., B. I 16, p. 2; BLANCHET,
Sketches, p. 27; ¥ILKES, Harrative, p. 315).
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for the French spesking inhsbitents of the district anag
was meeting the vexing problem of giving some instructioen
to the local Indian itribe with the ususl assistance of

1nterpreter5.ll

10 Fotes of Archbhishop Blanchet, from 1838 to 1844
(A.L.P,, Journsl 3, p. 5). '

11 Pr. Dezxers comments on the need for interpreters:
"imong the obsiacles which oppose their conversion, one must
put first the problem of langusge, which is such thaet the
missionaries often must use three interpreters at a time,
and even then their words cennot be understood by all with-
cut the aid of a fourth” (R.M.D.Q., 1841 no 3, p. 72). Fr.
Blanchet tells uz that during his misslion at the Willamette
in 1838 "[...] the women did not &ll understand French, and
there were among them a variety of tongues, some being of
the Chinook, o¢there of the Colville and Flathead tribes,
the difficulty was overcome by using different interpreters
to convey to ithem the words of the priest" (BLANCHET,
Sketchea, p. 29; R.H.D.Q., 1840, no. 2, p. 24; 1841, no. 3,
PP. 55~60). Fr. Bolduc describes the prodblem: M"As for the
Indian langueges, they are truly a confusion, there are as
meny languages as tribes. From the mouth of the Columbisa
as far as the Wallemette, B8ix eniirely different can be
counted. The Cowlitz ealaso have thelir separate idiom; and
more than twenty cen be ccunted north of Nesqually. All
theee languages sre difficult to understend, if one excepts
the Tchinoue [gic] jergon which I now know well. All are
difficult to pronounce on account of the gutturals. It is
imposeible teo write it with the letters that are known to
us [...]s FKearly all the nationes scattered about the
neighborhood of Vesmcouver, Walamette and Cowlite, apeak a
l1ittle Tchinouc® (R.H.E.%., 1845, no. 6, pp. 11-12; BLANCHET,
Sketches, p. 22). Even the gifted linguist, Pr. Demers,
Tound tfe Indian languasges difficult. During the winter of
18%39 wkich he spent at Cowlitz he gave three days s week
to learning the language of the Klackatack or Cowlitz In-
diens: *[...]} the study of the langusge presents elmost
insurmountable difficglties” (L. of Demers to Cazeau, Cow-
litz, 5 Rebruary, 1840, A.A.P., D. III 2, p. 2; R.¥.D.Q.,
1841, no. 3, p. 71). 4&nd 1t was not likely that “fe LiB-
sionaries would often have the cervices of such gifted
interpreters as Mrs. Kiilson, wife of the irader in charge
of the fort at Hisquelly. A convert of Fr. Demers: "{...]
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But news of the missionary's arrival at Cowiitz

reached northward. A delegation of Indiens arrived from
By T he 1 3 L3 l
¥hidkey Island in Puget Scund, 120 miles from Cowlitz. 2
3

With eleven tribesmen Chiel Tslalekum™’ travelled by cance

i4

two days to Fort Hisguelly enéd on foot three days to

-
Cowlitz to see and hear the "black rabe;“lj

she c¢ould expreas herself with esse in all the different
lenguages, 8lgo English and French. {...] gifted with a
remarkable intelligence, a lively faith and outstanding
plety, she served her role ss interpreter with admirable
patience™ (g,mnn,gu, 1841, no. 3, pp. 60=61). And this was
an exceptionsl abllity when we legrn that on one occasion
at Fort Nisqually "there were counted twenty-two different
netions of them" (R.M.D.Q., 1841, no. 3, p. 52).

12 BLANCHET, General notes, p. B.

13 The modern rendition of his name is Steilacoom
{Clarence B. BAGLEY, In the Beginning, Seattle, Lowmsn &
Hanford Co., 180%; p. £o; aliterwards referred to es:
BAGLEY, In the Beginning).

14 Port Nisqually was located on Puget Sound between
present day Tecoma and Olympia, Washington. This feort was
established by the Hudson's Bay Company in 1835 in the areas
now occupied by the Iu Pont Company. "The earliest siruc-
ture was erected on a bluff cverlooking the Sound sbout two
miles north of the meuth of the Nisgually River and just
south of Sequalatchew creek, with a road leading downhill
to a warehouse on the beach® (Lucile McDONWALD, First Fort on
Puget Sound, in Sesttle Times, April 21, 1846, cited 1n:
3.§. WHITIRNG, FoTts of the swate of Washington a Record of
Military and Semi-Militsry Estabtlishments designates as
¥orts, from mey <4, 192 te November lb, iS51, second edi-
tion, oeattle, kelley Prinﬁfgg‘Co., L1851 ) hereafter re-
ferred to as: WHITING, Forts). 1In 184% Fcort Nisqually was
noved to & new locetion about two miles to the north. The
name of the new fort was chenged from fNeesqually' to 'Nig-
qually' (ibid., p. 75). In fooinote 11 above ¥r. Bolduc
uses the old spelling ‘'Hssqually’.

15 In R.¥.D.Q. a footnote reeds: "It is by this
name [French Chiels] that most of the Indians designate the
priestis sbout whom fthe Canedian voyageurs have often spokor
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The Vicar General round himself with a very real
problem. How could he give ithese people and the nuzberless
Indiens that he world soon meet "an ldea of religion so
plain and simple as to command their attention, and which
they could retasin in their minds and carry back with them

. 16
to their tribe.®

In looking for & plan the vicar general

imagined that by representing on a square stick,
the forty centuries before Christ by 40 marks;
the thirty-three yeers of our Lord by 33 points,
followed by 8 cross; and the eighteen centuries
and thirty-nine years since, by 18 merks and f%
points, would pretty well answer his purpose.

The Indians nemed the wooden catechicm 'the Zahale

stick'la which in Chinook jargon measnt 'the stick from

to them" (R.K.D.Q., 1840, no. 2, p. 32). But they were
equally known to the Indians as Black robes (X.¥.D.Q., 1840,
no. 2, p. 31; ibid., p. 39}.

16 BLANCEET, Sketches, p. 31,

17 Ibid., p. 31; BLARCHET, General notes, p, 8
(A A.P., B.TI 22); BLAKCHET, Jcurnsal 3, D. 5-

18 This marked wooden ruler called ‘'the Sahzle
stick' meant 'stick from above', ‘*stick from God’, or
tgtick from heaven' (R.M.QLQ%, 1842, no. 4, pp. 46-48),
Fr. Blenchet uses, consistently, the spelling, ’'sahale!
(L. of Blanchet to Signay, St. Paul on <he Wil.ap:tte, 23
February, 1841, A.A.P,, B. III 5, p. 6; R.M.D.Q., 1642, no.
4, pp. 46-48; BLERCHETY, Sketches, p. 31), Fr. Demers ig not
consistent., In & letter 1in which he aiscusses the Srimrpk
language, he writes 'Sghalee' (L. of Der=rs tc¢ laze..,
Vancouver, March lzt, 1839, A.A.P., D. IIl 6, p. 6. In his
dictionary of Chinook he gives tne word as "Sahali‘, ex=-
plaining that the words 'Sehali~Tal pepa' mearn 3ible or
Catholic Ladder (The Missicnary's Companion on the racifiz
Coast, Chinook Dictionary, Catlechism, Prayers end rgsmns
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19

heaven.'
Fr. Blanchet created the Sshale stick at Couwlitz
(now in the State of Washington, U.S.A.), sometime after
March 17ih, 1839, and most probably during ithe early part
of April. Pr. Blanchet arri%ed at Cowlitz on the evening

of March 16th.<Y

It took five days for Chief Tslalakunm to
travel to Coewlitz. One could presume that it nust have
taken at least five dayes for news of the arrival of the
missionary to reach Whidbey Island. That would put the
arrival of Chief Tslalakum at Cowlitz sometime after

March 27th. This would represent the earliest date of the

composed in 1838 & 1830 by Rt. Hev. Modeste Demers, revised,
correcied and completed in 1Bo/ by Most Rev. M.N. biranchet
with modificatlons anc sadiflons by Kev. L.b. Ot. Uhge,
Miesionary among the Yaximas and other Indisn Trites,
¥onireal, Ln.p.lty 4871, p. 20}. OCther Chinook dictionaries
differ. Sahale is pronounced by accenting the 'Zah' and
ronouncing the *a's as in father and the ‘e’ zs in me,
W.5, PHILLIPS, The Chinook Book; Seattle, R.L. Davis
Printing, 1913, p. E87). another author gives 'Saghalie?.
The Whites pronounce it *Sockalie’, the Indians 'Seghalie’
with the 'g* deep in the throat and the 'h' not aspirate
(Edward H. THOMAS, Chincok a History and Dicticnarv, Port-
land, Metropolitan FPress, 1935, p. lUC). Bishop C../.
Seghers, Bishop of Vietocria, B.C. and successor to Bishop
Demers, on his first visit to the West Coast of Vancouver
Island in 1874, compoged & Chinook hymn for the use of the
Indians. The hymn uses the spelling 'Sahale' {Joseph VAN
DER HEYDEN, Life sndéd Letters of Father Bravani a Flemish
Missicrnary Here, Louvain, J. wWouters, Li820]), p. 4o6).

19 R'HchQa’ 184’2’ G 4’ ppn 46“‘480
20 Journal 8 (A.A.P., p. 36).
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arrival of the Indians. However, it appeare more likely
that a few days would have elapsed before Tslalakum and his
men set out for Cowlitz., This would suggest that the crea-
tion of the Sahale stick dates from the early part ¢f April
1839. Fr. Blanchet left Cowlitz, May 2nd, 1839,°1 and since
the instruetions at which the Szhale stick was used lasted
eight days, it must have been created not later than

April 24th, 1839,

The miesionaries provide few details on the exact
dimensions of the original Sahale stick. When *he Sesanich
Indians created a facsinile of the original preaching aid,
however, (see photo), they found that a piece of wood two
inches by two inches by four feet long (2" x 2% x 4') best
suited the purpose. Such dimensions might well rebresent

the size of the original Sahale stick¢22

21 BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 33.

22 One suthor writes that "Father Demers was re-
ported to have used s board 10 x 2 1/2 feet® (Clifford M.
DRURY, Pirst White Women Over the Rockies. Diari es, Letters
and BiogTapnical oKEeLches Ol LOAE oix Wohen of Lhe Uregon

3 ourney in i&3b and 183
Glenaasle, Arthur B. Clark Company, 1863, p. 22}). It appears
much more likely that the report refers {v ¥r., Deners who
"passed whole days in teaching, with a ladder 10 by 2°1/2
feet" (BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 47). This ladder of Demers
was not a wooden board but a paper ladder: “The Sahai.

stick was afterwards changed from a rule to & large chart

containing the great epochs of the world, such as the
Deluge, the Tower of Babel, the ten commandmenis of God, the
twelve apostles, the seven sacraments snd precepts of tg
Church; {...] It was called "The Catholic Ledder" (ibld.,
phaBE) i?is paper chart will be discussed a2t length 1n
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Sehale stick. Starting from the hottom of the stick he
would leave 8 space of gome inches and then carve or paint
40 bars, setting off eech set of i@ bars with & zpace, so
tbat the 40 bsrs representing the 4000 years before Christ
appearad ag four distinet grou?a of 10 bars, each repre-
senting 1000 yeara.23 &fter the last bar he continued
carving or painting a series of 33 dots in a veritical line,
egein geparsting the groups of 10 dots, so that he had 3
greups of 10 dots and one group of three dots. The dots
represented the 33 years of Christ's life on earih. Above
the dots he mede a crose. He csrved above the cross a group
of 10 bers and a group of 8 bars, which represented the
year 1 A.D. to the year 1000 A.D. and the year 10CO A.D. to
the year 1800 A.D. Above these bars three groups of ten
dots and one group of nine dots brought the Sehale stick
to the year 1839. The Vicar General used the Sahale stick:
{...] to show the beginning of the world,
the creation, the fall of the angels, of Adam;
the promise of a Seviocr, the time of his birth,

‘and his death upon the cﬁzss, a8 well es the
rnission of his espostles.

23 An examination of any of Fr. Blanchet's Caihclic
ladders which incorporate the originel Sahale stick will
show the spacing of the bars and the dots. A number of
photocopies of Catholic ladders will be found in Part I1.

24 BLARCHET, Sketches, p. 31.
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Searching for a solution to the immediate problem of pre-
genting some notion of religion te the untutiored ninds of
the Indiens from Puget Sound, the Vicar General used what
would be called today the wvisusl approach to the art of
teaching. The Sahale giick gave 8 new dirension to his
preaching, uwtilizing not only the sense of hearing but also
the gense of sight.

¥W¥hen Pr. Bisnchet gathered his catechumens around
the Sahsale stickzs end expleined to them, for example, 'the
creation', he began his instruction by pointing out to his

26 which

neophytes the bar at the base of the Sehele stick
in the chronoclogical order of time represented the creation
of trees eand animels, et cetera. With the attention of his
catechumens rivsted upon this particular bar on the Sshale

stick, Fr. Blanchet entered intc sn explaenation of creation.

The intention of the missionary was to associate in the mind

25 Report of Blanchet to Signay for the year 1842
(A.A.P., B, I 4, p. 18). The Repert refers to & mission at
Cowli%z in which Fr. Blanchet gathers his catechumens around
the Catholic lsdder. 8Since the Catholic ladder was, in
effect, the Sahsle stick in chart form, we presume that he
would have done the same with the Sahale stick.

26 L. of Blanchet to Signay, S5t. Paul on the Willa~
mette, 30 March, 1842 (A.A.Q., C.4., 11-26). The Vicar
General tells Bishop Signay that he ususlly shows his
catechumens the msrkings on the Catholic ladder vefore
giving his explanstione. Again, we presume he did the same
with the Sahale stick.
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of the Indian each point of the faith with a particular bar
on the Szhale stick. In reviewing the subject of creation
later Fr. Blanchet would point to this bar and awaken in
the mind of the neophyie the instruction which he hed re-
ceived earlier, and which he sssociated with the related
bar. Using the seme {tesching method, Fr. Blanchet would
proceed 1o an explanstion ¢f the beginning of the world,
the fall of the engels, the fzll of man, the promise of =a
Saviour. Next he would utilize the 33 dots and the cross
to fix the hesrers' sttention upon the important episcdes
in the life of Christ. Proceeding ferther up the Sahalse
stick, he would explain, using the same technique, the
events which belong to the Kew Testament era.

It will be noted that Telalekum and his ccmpanions
were not introduced toc e series of unrelated facts zbout
religion but to an understanding of the relationship between
the events of the 0ld Testament, the life of Christ, and
the mission of the apostles:

The Indians remained long enough at Cowlitz

to learn some of the principal truths of religion,

eapecially the sxplanation of the Catholic Ladder
[Sahale stick]?’ which helped so marvelously to

27 In this quotetion the words 'Catholic Ladder:®
appear, yet Fr. Blanchet 1s talking sbout his first miseion
at Cowlitz, aleo his meeting with the Indians of Puget
Sound, end the creation of fthe Sshale stick. In discussing
his new preaching aid Fr. Blanchet makes littile distinction
between the terms Cathelic ladder and Sahale stick for the
simple reason that the Cathclic ledder was a refinement of



THE SAHALE STICK 40

class in the msmory the princ%gal events,; both
of the 0ld and new testement.

This primitive wvisual aié demonstrated the chrorological
development of the Christien religion and presented te the
neophyte a graphic, yet simple; noticn of the plan of sal-
vation,

Pr. Blenchet was enthused with his new creation.
He notes that the Sahele stick "was a great success“29 and
“after eight days explanstion, the chief and his companions

becane masters of the Bubject.“30

To become ‘'masters of
the subject' wss no small feat when one is reminded that
Talalekum and his tribesmen arrived at Cowlitz untutfored in
the knowledge of religicn. When Fr. Blanchet remarks that
the 'Indians remsined long enough at Cowlitz to learn some
of the principal truths of religion® he adds an important
clus to an understending cf his epproach to missionary

preaching. The Vicar General did not think in terms of

lengthy and profound instructions. In phrasing his remerks,

the Sahale stick and incorporated the features of the Sahale
stick (as will be seen in Chapter II): "he [Tslalakum]
asked his wife to present to me this ruler [Sahale stick]
which I leter celled the historic [Catholic] ladder®

(R.M.D.Q., 1B42, no. 4, p. 48).
28 BLANGHET, Gensrsel nctea, p. 8.

29 BLANCHET, Sksitchea, p. 31.
30 Ibid.
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es he dld, Fr. Blanchet emphasized that it was an under-
stending of the essentislg of the fsith that he considered
important. Tims would seldom permit the nissionaries to
engage in long end weighty instructions. They had need to
utilize to the fullest extent the brief visits which the
care of meny souls end far-flung posts would permit thenm.
The Sahele stick schieved the stated purpose of

gieving the Indiasnsz "an idea of religion sc plain and simple
gs to command thelr attentien E.f.].“al But it elso played
a further role. It gave the Indians an idea of religion
"which they could retsin in their minds and carry beck with
tpem to their tribe.“32 Fr. Blanchet sppointed Chiefl
Tslalakum the catechist35 for his people.34 He presented

35

the Chief with & Sehsle stick. He was to instruect the

31 BLANCHET, Sketches. p. 31.
32 Ibid,

33 This tradition of using catechists continued
throughout the Pacific Northwest and emong the Indians of
Southern Vancouver Island the catechist was known by the
title of *Priest® (Christopher Psul, 69 year old Saanich
Indien {1963], interview with the writer, € August, 1963).
Louis Cherly, a catechist among fthe Ssanich Indian tribe,
is recordsd in the Desath Records as 'Priest Charly' (Death
Records for the yesr 1923, Church of the Assumptiion,
Ssanichton, B.C.}.

34 L. of Blasnchet to Signay, ¥illazette, 23 February,
1841 (A.A.P., B, III 5, p. &)

35 R.M.D.Q., 1842, no. 4, p. 48; BLANCEET, Sketches,
p. 31.
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people each Sunday and the instructions were to consist in

36

an expose of the Sazhale stick. Pr. Blanchet records that

the Chief took his responeidbiliity seriocusly: "he explained
the Sshale stick ¢on Sundsy following my instructionse"jT
in fact, 511 twazlve Indians from Puget Sound "on returning
to their tribe wers ss 12 apostles, teaching others what
they hed learned.®-C

The Sahale stick had proven iteelf. After eight
days of instruction Tslalekum snd his companions had some
notion of religion. Agein, the Sehale stick made it pos-
sible for the catechumens to retain in their minds and carry
back to their tribe the knowledge of the Christian faith
which .they, themeelves, had ;aarned at Cowlitz. In a letter
to Bishop Signay, after the missicnary's first visit to
Whidbey Islend in Puget Sound, Pr. Blanchet wrote a glowing
report on the success 0f his catechist, Chief Tslalsakum:

I blessed God for the surprising progress

which Chief Telalakum msde with these poor people

bafore the srrivsl of the missionaries in these
far-off regions.-?

36 L., of Blanchet to Signay, Willamette, 23 February,
1841 (AonPn’ B- III 5’ po 6).

37 Ibid.

38 BLARCHET, Genersl notes, p. 6; L. of Blanchest ¢
Provencher, St. Paul on the wWillsmette, 24 August, 1840
(AlAeSth' 102, pl 2)-

33 L. of Blanchet to Signay, ¥Willamette, 23 February,
1841 (A.A.P., B, III 5, p. 10); B.K.D.Q., 1842, no. 4, p. 5i.
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The Sahale stick wes Fr. Blanchei's snswer to the
problsm of preaching in the Pacific Forthwest, Practicslly
considered, the Sahale stick was s vieusl approech. In &
wilderness where thers wers few bocks ané fewer people who
could read them, this visusl approach was essential.
Theclogically, &s even a cureocry exenlnstion of fhe Sehale
stick will ghow, it ecmphesized the eesential aspects of
Christianity, psrticulsriy, the Christocentric conespt of
the faith, and the historico-bibklical epproach of the Bible.
Pedagogicaliy, by pinning the important points to particular
bars and dots on thie chronological ruler, the Sahale stick
created a graphic and lasting impression upon the mind of
the neophyte. At the same time the device was simple.

It would be of interest 1o know exactly how many

40 ¥e can surmise that Fr. Blanchet

Sahale sticks were made.
distributed =t least four at Cowlite. He would, more than
likely, have made one available to each tribe present.

Tslalekun received one. The chief of the Cowlitz Indians,

ea host chief, must have recelved one. And since the

40 In & letiter to Bishop Signay in October, 1839,
Fr. Blanchet mentiomns that during his mission at Nisqually
in August-September, 1839, "8 historical and chronological
sticks were distributed to the chiefs who understocd them
sufficiently well to explain them to their people on Sun-
days." Some doubt must remain as to whether the "bagus: tes
historiques et chronclogiques"” mentioned here refer tu
Sehale sticke. This pcint will be discussed in Chapter II,
see referance no. 26,
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Indians from Cowlitz Falle attended the misaion,dl he would
have given one to their chief.

In addition to the Sashale asticks distributed at
Cowlitz we learn thst Chisf Telslakum made a copy of his

teaching aid,42

¥hen the chief heard that Fr. Blanchet was
et Foft Hisgually in Hay, 1840, he sent a deputation from
¥hidbey Island to ssk the Vicar General to visit his people.
The wife of Tslelskum, who was a member of the party, pre-
sented Fr. Blanchet with a Sshale stick which had been

carefully encloged in the akin of a sea-lioﬁ,43

trusting
that the gift would be accepted by Fr. Blanchet as a token
of gocd-will toward the missionary. PFr. Blenchet tells us
thet "having given to snother chief the one Sahale stick
which he had recelived from me, he had succeeded in making
another which he covered with great care."44
Like most inventions, the prototype bhad some limite-

tions. The stick portrayed the skeleton of docirine but did

41 BLANCHET, General notes, p. 8.

42 L. of Blanchet to Signay, ¥illamette, 23 February,
1841 (A.A.P., B. III 5, p. B).

43 Chief Edwin Underwood of the Saanich Indians,
Saanichton, E.C., believes that the "pesu de 1oup marin®
‘described by Pr. Blanchet refers to the sea-lion (Chief
Edwin Underwood, interview with the writer, 5 July, 1963).

44 L. of Blanchet to Signay, gi‘lamette. 23 February,
1841 (&.A.P., B. III 5, p. 6).
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not lend itself to the presentation of further expianation.
The Sehale stick was sffective but it needed a new formet.

The new format wes known as the Catholic ladder.
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ZCO¥ZS THE CATHOLIC LADDIE

The Sehale stick, crested a2t Cowlits in Aprild, 183G,
gave way to an ipproved presching =2id which Fr. Blancked
salled the CGatholic lsdder:

That plan vee sfterwards changed from & rule

to & large chert contalning the grest epochs of
the world, such gs the Deluge, the Tower of Babel,
the ten commendments of God, the twelve spostles,
the seven gacrarents and preceptits of the Churchi
these being very useful to enable the missionary
to temch the Indians and whites., It wae csalled
¥The Catholie ladder.t®

It is quits elesy, therefore, that the originsl
wooden Sshele stick developed into 2 chart., It is also
clesr that the content of sslvation-history was to be found
rmorve awmplifisd ¢n the chsrt than was possible on the wooden
stick.

However, it is by no means clear, when, exactly,
the Sahale stick wes discarded in favour of the Catholic
ladder. The explanstion of this uncertainiy rests upon the
fact that Fr. Blanchet does not distinguish clearly in his
vritings between the original Sehale stick and the Catholic

ledder.

1 BLAMNCHE?., Sketches, p. 32.
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In a brochure published in 1859 in which Fr. Blan-
chet describes the crestien of his preaching eid, he
itea:
The Catholic Laedder wss devised in Oregon
curing the month of April 18%9. The idea was
concelived by F.H.B. [Francie Norbert Blanchet]
g few weeke after hg had tsken charge of the
Hission of Cowlitz.®
Irmediately fellowing this citetion one finds a
detalled explanation of bow Chief Tslelakum and his men
ariived from Whidbey Islend, with the details slready dis-
cussed in Chapter I. The question arises as to what
preaching ald Fr. Blanchet ig describing. Is nhie referring
te the original Sehale stick, or is he referring to the
improved format, the Catholic ladder?

In the opinion of {the writer it is not possible to

state categorically which format of nis preaching aid FPr.

2 {P.H. BLAWCHET], The Xey tc the Catholic Ladder:
containing a Sketch of the Chrietisn religion end Universsl
Hietory Daelful to All, Kew York, T.W. otrong, 18539, D L.
This citation, which sheds considerable light upon the
question of both the suthor and the date of the crestion of
the preaching ald, for some unknown resson reads in the
brochure: "The Catholic Ladder was devised in ... during
the month of April 18... The ides wae concelved by ...
a8 few weeke after he had tesken charge of the Miscsion of
Cowlitz®" (ibid.)}. In the copy of this brochure which can
be found in ihe Archives of the Archdiocese of Portland,
Oregon, the omigeions have been filled in by hand. The
unigquenessg of his penmanshlp leaves no doubt thet the wnis-
sing data was supplied in his perscnal copy of this brechure
by Fr. Blanchet, himself. In view of the certitude of tl-

riter that the sdditions were mede by Fr. Blanchet the
text guoted sppears with Fr. Blanchet®s sdditions,
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Blanchet has in mind. We have already seen that the Sehale
stick was created sometime between March 27th, 1838 and
April 24th, 1839. This would suggest thet Fr. Blenchet
could very well be referring to the creaticn cof the originel
Sehale stick. However, the misgsionary's movementis during
the month of ¥ey, 1839, suggest that the ﬁew Tformat, the
Catholic ladder, wes also devised st Cowlitz, almest imme-
diately after the crestion of the Sahsle stick.

Leaving Cowlitz May 2nd, 1839,3 the Vicar General
proceeded to S5t. Paul's Mission on the Willamette River
where he begen a 30 day mission for the settlers; their
wives and children, May 8th of that seme year.4 During
this miseion:

The Catholic Ladder was found very useful in

imparting instruction; as meany of the neophytes
did not understend French sufiiciently to be

instructed in that lengusge. It wes mlsoc ex-
peged in the church” on Sundays esnd fully

3 BLARCHET, Sketiches, p. 33.

4 Ibid., p. 34; L. of Blenchet tc Signay, Fort
Vancouver, 19 Harch, 1840 (A.A.Q., C.A. I-15%, 154, p. 3).
In the Sketches, p. 34, Fr. Blanchet notes that he left St.
Paul's June 7Tih, 1839, after his mission to the Willamette.
In the letter to Bishop Signay: herein referred to, he
gives the date of departure ss June 1l.

5 As early us September, 1836, Eishop Provencher
received letters from both Dr. Mcloughlin and the settlers
at Prench Prairie telling him that they had alrezdy cui
wood for & church at St. Paul in anticipation ¢f the arrivsl
of the prieste (L. of Provencher to Signay, Niccleu. 26
September, 1836, B.S.H.B., III, p. 154); see also: L. ol
Provencher to Lartigue, L7], 13 October, 1836 { A.A.¥.,
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expleined to the congregation whoe listened
with the most respeciful sttention.®

1s Fr, Blanchet referring, here, to the improved
formet, the chart which he called the Cstholic ladder?
There is goocd reaason to belisve that he arrived at 5t. Paul
with his chart, or that he fashicned bhis chart at St. Feaul.
kgain, however, il seems impprudent to state categorically
that Fr. Blanchet is referring to the chart, for the simple
reggon that his reference to the *Catholic ladder® could
refer in this instance to the original Sshale stick.

If the exact date of the appesarance of the Catholic
lsdder remains in doubt, it is clear that the Sahale stick
had been replaced by the Cstholic ladder during the second
mission to Cowlitz, July 20th to August 28th, 1839:/

The dally teaching of the woumen end children

begen sa soon ap the harvegt was over. The
Cetholic Ladder wae used here, for the first
time, with grea& profit tc all, on the week-days
and on Sundays.

It ie stated clearly in this insteance that the

Catholic ladder was used during the second missicn to

pp. 153-154). Under the difection of Dr. KcLoughlin the
Canadisne built the Church. It was 70 feet long (BLANCHET,
General notes, p. 7). This church, duilt in 1836, was
TO X 30 teet (BLAXCHET, Sketches, p. 2G).

6 RLAHCHET, Sketches, p. 34.

7 Ivid., p. 35.

8 itid.
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Cowlitz. Agein, whether Fr. Blanchet suggesis that the
Catholic ladder was introduced for the first time at this
mission, or whether he means thet thies was the first {ime
that he used his new chart at Cowliiz, is not certain. But
we can conclude this guestion with four possible dates for
the introduction of the new fermat of the Seshele stick, the
Catholic ladder: (1) the Catholic ladder was devised at
Cowlitz shortly aftér the creation of the original Sahale
stick, (2) it was devised sometime after leaving Cowlitsz
end before his srrivel et §St. Peul, namely, between Kay 2nd,
1839 and Msy 8th, 1839, (3} it was devised et St. Paul
sometime after May 8th, 1839, or (4) it wes devised at the
second mission to Cowlitz, between July 20th and August
28th, 1839.

Two questions immediately erise in reference to the
creation of this preaching aid, beoth in its original end
improved format, namely, was Fr. Blanchet the author of
this creation, end, if so, what Inspired him to devise it?

One author suggests that Fr. Demers may have

created the Catholic ladder.g But Pr. Demwers on one

9 Clifford Drury writes: “Opinions differ as to
who firet introduced the Catholic lsdder®™ (DRURY, First
¥White Women, p. 218). He advances ike theory that The
pictures of biblical scenss painted by Eliza Spalding end
used by her busbend, Rev. H.H. Spalding, in the instruction
of Indians eround his Americen Board Kission at Lapwsi,
near present-day Lewision, Idsho, may he credited with
ingpiring the idea of the Catholiec ladder. This supposition
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occasion refers specifically to Fr, Blanchet as the origip-
ator. When Pr., Yemers discovered thet the Bev. Daniel Lee,
a Hethodist missionery in Oregon, had made & copy of the
Cetholic ladder for use in his work, he wrete to Fr. Blan~
chet: ™... he will try to pasa for the suthor buti your's
is well encugh knewn,ﬁlc The Sahsle stick, which was
created at Cowlits, as bhes already been seen, as well as
the Cstholic ladder, which wae devised at St. Paul or at
Cowlitz, were both the work of Fr. Blanchket and not Fr.
Demers for the obvious reason that Fr. Demers was not
present at these mipsions on the detes which correspond to

the origin of these presching aids.ll

would credit Fr. Demers with having initleted the ides of
creating the Catholic ladder, for Clifford Drury’'s supposi-
tion rests upon the fact that Fr. Demers ceme in contact
with Spalding®s pictures during his visit to Fort Colville
in the late summer of 1839 (ibid.). Drury mentions two
visits made by Fr. Demers,to the Upper Columbis during this
period, but;, in fact, Pr. Demers made one extended vieit
from June 22nd, 183?, until October 1lst, 1839 (BLANCHET,
Sketches, pp. 34-36).

1¢ L. of Demeras fto Blanchet, Vancouver, 27 March,
1849 (A.A.P., D. II 106, p. 3).

11 Drury writes: ©C.B. Bagley, Early Catholic
Missions [...], 1932, vol. 1, p. 77, referring 1o Faiber
Demers on his second mission to Cowlitz says: ‘The Catholic
ladder was uszed here, for the first{ time, with great profii
to all {...]." The time wes July, 183G. Csarl LANDEREOLH
(*renslator), Nevices & Voveges of the Fawmed Quebec Migsivr
Leeel, 1956, p. &0, statez ihat Father Blenchetl lolilowed
Pather Demers at Cowlitz in Aug., 1839, end ithen introduced
the ladder for the first time" (DRURY, First White ¥omen,
PP. 218-221), On the banie of his interpretailion ol ihe
itinerary of Fr. Demers end Fr. Blanchet ae feurd in these
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The guestion of what may have inspired the creaticn
of the Caetholic ladder ig perticulerly engaging. On many
occasiona, when the writer has discussed this preaching aid
with interested persons, the question hes arisen: Did Fr.
Blenchet base his Ssghale stick and Catholic ladder upon
sope visusl aid siready in uge in Eurcpe or in Quebec? In
the opinion ¢f the writer Fr. Blanchet created the Catholic
ledder without the aidé of any visual aid serving a&s his
inspiration.

At the First Provinciasl Council in Cregon, presided
over by the then Archbishep Blanchet, with Bishop Demers
and Bishop A.M.A. Blanchet (brother of the Archbishop)
present, the use of the Catholic ledder throughout Oregon
for the instructicn of both Whites end Indians was en-
courgged. In presenting the Catholic ladder the decree
reads, in part: ¥[{this Symbolic-Hlstorical Chart] was
contrived in the year 1839, as by a divine instinct by the

1012

first migeioneries of this region [... It is important

suthors, Drury suggests that cpinions differ es to who Lius:
introduced the Catholic ladder. The fact is that from
March to August, 1839, Pr. Demers never spent eny time at
Cowlitz except when paseing through. His itinerery was as
follews: Fort Vancouver, Fort Niesqually {April 21st~3Qth),
Cowlitz (¥ay lst), Willamette (May 3«4?, Port Vancouver,
Upper Columbia (BLANCERT, Sketches, pp. 26-36).

12 Acta et Decreta Conciliorum Provinciae Orescno~
@olitanae annis 1845, ibol, et 1891 celebratorum, #t. Angel,
¥pls Homaesteril S, Benedicii, 184Y%,. p. 15.
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tc note the wordas: "divino velut inetinctu [...] excogita-
ta fuit."13 The verb ‘excogitata fult' suggestis the idea
of thinking up, or contriving someihing. 7The missionaries
infer that thé iders of creating this visusal aid, of con-~
triving it, of thinking it up, came gs if by a divinpe
instincet. This way of expressing the creetion ¢f the
Catholic ladder does not indicate that Fr. Blanchet based
it upon some wvisusl aid with which he was femiliar, In
explaining the new device to his bishop Fr. Blanchet ex-
plains that it wes "discovered by the grace of God."14
Writing to Bishop Provencher he calls it "a gift, a present
from heaven."15
Evidence in support of the contention that Fr.
Blenchet did create the Sahale stick and the Catholic
ladder without outside help can be found in an incident
which took place at Quebec 202 years bvefore Fr. Blanchet
encountered Chief Tslalskum. The situetion centres upcn a

wmissionary and an Indien. Fr. Ledeune, first superior of

the Jesuit Fathers in Canads, after their restoration,

13 Acta et Decreta Conciliorum Frovinciee Oregono~-

politanaé..., p. 1ib-

14 L. of Blanchet to Turgeon,; St. Paul, 30 Harch,
1842 (A«Aego, G-Ang II""'?}‘ﬁy pe l)a

15 L. of Blanchet t¢ Provencher, Su. Faul, 24
August, 1840 (A.A.S.B., 102, n. 1).
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narrates thst he spent one whole night explsaining the
truths of the faith to Cspitein Makhesbichtichiou, an Indisn
living near Quebec. The instruction began with the creation
of heaven agnd earih, touchling upon the episodes of salva-
tion-history, the fall ¢f the apgels and of men, the con-
gequences of sin, the flood, the prophets, the coming of
Christ, his miracles, his desth, resurrection, and ascension,
1
and the mission of the apoetlss.‘ﬁ The Indian asked Fr.
LeJeurie: Thegin over sgain and review for me from the
creation of the world to the present time."l/ When he began
to deascribe, agsin, the events of salvation-history, the
Indian:
[...] took a pencil and marked upon the

ground the different perlodas in thelr order,

“Here is be who made all,"” said he; Yhe begins

in this plece t¢ oreate the Angels and the world;

there he c¢reated the first man and the first

woman; see how the race of men, increasing,

divides, and offends God; here is the deluge,

kore are the Prophets,” — in shert, he came up

to cur own $ime [...].20

Ceptain Hsknesbichtichiou, an untutored Indian,

sketched & Sehale atick upon the ground. The unfelding of

the events of sacred history immedistely suggested to him

16 The Jesult Reletions apd Allied Décuments,
Reuben Gold Thwaités, €d., WEW YOLK, LEZEnt BOOK Company,
1959’ VGI. xly ppn ISE”ngc

17 Ikid., p. 157.

18 ibid.
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the ldeas of marking upon the ground the different periods
in their order. ¥hat this Indian did in the year 1637,
Fr. Blanchet did in 183%. In the opinion of the writer the
inspiration for the presching eld created by Fr. Blanchet
is to be found inm the very nature of salvation-history.
The progressive interventiona of God in human history can
be represented, graphlically, snd Fr. Blanchet's creation
finds ite insepiration in that fact.

The Vicer General expleins why he chose the term
'ladder®:

It hes been called a8 ladder, from the form
which it represents in its development, =about
the centre, ass the eye runs alcng its plane,
frenm the bottom to the top. It is besides, the
most reegl image ¢f the mysterious ladder, which
the hely pstrierch, Jacob, saw in his drean,
resting on earth, st one extremity, and on the
heavens, at the other, along which the angels
ascended and descended, and on the topmest round
of which,f%e Lord leaned, asddressing his speech
to Jecob.

From the missicnaries' letisrs which were reprinted
P

20

in the Reports on the Hissions of Quebec, we learn

19 BLAKCHET, Key to Catholic Ladder, p. 1. On occa-
gion Fr. Blanchet snd others ol the period, as will be noted
in the ensuing peges, spesk of the ‘historic ladder' or the
‘chronological ladder®.

20 The editor of the R.K.D.Q. did not pudblish the
reports on the missions at Cowiivz, in Kerch end July, 1839,
cr the mission &t St. Paul's in Hey, 1839. When one con-
siders the interest later shown by this publicetion in the
new catecheticael device, one must conclude that the editor
fuiled to see the value of either the Sahale stick or the
Catholic lsdder when they were firet pentioned, Letters
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something of the new format of the Sahsle stick or the
Catholic ladder.

On the 28th of Auguet, 1839, Pr. Blanchet left

21

Cowlitz on his wey to Fort Hiequselly. Travelling with &

masg-gerver by the neme of Jaudoin snd an Indien guide,

called *Little 0ld Man,®2<

be found himself by day*s end
near zn Indien encampment. He accepted the hospitality of
the Indiané and spent the evening giving instructions to
hia hosts. Little 0ld Man acted as interpreter and trans-
lated into the native tongue the instructions given by Fr.
Blanchet in Chinook. The Vicaer General explained to them:
The creation ¢f the world, the fall of the
first men, the promise cf a Savior, his birth,
and his death, the love of Jesus Christ for the

buman race [...]. 1 spoke to them of the general
Judgment, and gave them an idea of the seven

were sent to Quehec covering these missions (L. of Blanchet
to Turgecn, Fort Vencouver, 19 Harch, 1840 (A.A.Q., C.A.,
1453, 1%4, p. 2).

21 R.K.D.Q., 1841, no. 3, p. 54.

22 This Indian was nemed Little 014 Kan (Petit-
vieux), beceuse of his size and his age (ibvid., p. 54).
Fr. Bolduc tells us that Petit-vieux was a slave and that
Pr. Demers bought his freedom: "the one who is with me now,
and who is & good cook, cost ten blankets. Although he is
free, he has never waunted to leave Fr. Demers who took him
out of slavery. He 1s apoken of in one of Fr. Deuers'
reports on the mission by the neme of Little 0l1d Wan. Now
that he is baptiged he is called Thomea, he is of great help
10 the missionaries ag an interpreter" (R.H.D.Q 1845,
no. 6, p. 11). In a letter tc_the Vicar General, Fr. Demers
writes that "Thomas knows the ladder feirly wall“ ‘L. of
Demers to Blenchet, Cowlits, 2 Jemuexry, 1841, A.A.P., D. II

92).
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medicines (sacrements), instituted to cure the
maladies of msn, and more pariicularly of bap-
tiem, to wash tke spiritual stain which comes to
us from cur first father. I spoke to them of
the twelve apoetles sent te instruct men, and
finally of two others to instruct the Indians
¢f ithe Columblia, ang teag% them the way of
evoiding the great fire.<

¥r., Blenchet explalned these truths of the feaith
with & Catholic ladder:
£11 this wee explsined with the gid of
pictures and en historicel, chronological char
sketched upon & plece of paper and Exited to
catch the attention of the Indians.
On reaching Port Nisqually, August 30th, 1839,25
Pr. Blanchet began his instructions for the people of the

area,26 employing hie preaching ald, the Catholic ladder:

23 RUMGBQQQ’ 18419 Nno. 3’ PP 56"57.
24 Ibid., p. 56.

o 25 BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 36; R.M.D.Q., 1841, no. 3,
P .

26 The fort comtained five femilies numbering 36
souls. The men attended Kasss at 5 A.M. and followed reli-
glous exercises in the evening. Although not a Catholic at
this time, Mr. EKitson, who was in cherge of thie fort
ettended, The forenoon was devoted to the women end
children of the fort, teaching them their prayers and ex-
plaining the Catholic ladder. Mre. Kitson acted as inter-
preter for the women who did not spesk Prench or English.
The afternoon was devoted tc the Indians who numbered at
least 300. Among the chiefs present was Tslalskum. The
Indians slso wers instructed with the Catholic ladder which
was hung on & poele. The poinits were shown with & long
atick, (BLARCHET, Sketches, p. 36: E.M.D.Q,, 1841, no. 3,
p. 63). In the Skeiches, p. 36, Fr. Blanchet speske of
Mr. Kitson ss inferprecer, ia the R.KM.D.Q., 1841, no. 3,

Pe 63, he %tells wuem Mrs. Kifteon was interpreter. A letter
written by Pr. Blanchet to Bishop Signay, in the month of
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I used with great success the chronclogical
ledder [...] on which marks were made designating
the centurles, and countermarks desigrnating the
principal events of the world, corresponding to
their century. This lsadder in siding tne memory
of theze poor people, impresseg_upon them more
easily ths truths of religion.*© .

The deseriptiona, though sketchy, give some idea of
the format of Fr. Blanchet's new Catholic ladder. Coupled
with a etudy of the structure of the extant copies of Pr.
Blanchet's later editicns of {the Cethelic ladder, we can
arrive at a general idea of his 1839 creestion. Pirstly,
we know from the foregoing comments that the Catholic ladder
differed from the Sahsgle astick in this respect, that the

ladder wes made of paper, not of wood. Secondly, since all

October (Port Vancouver, 5 October, 1839, A.A.P., B. III 6,
p. 1) which would have been written shortly after this mis-
eion at Nisqually, crestes some confusion. Fr. Blanchet
refers specificelly to this mission at Fort Nisqually and
adde that while at the fort he made "8 bagueties hiastoriques
et chronclogiques®. The more obvlous interpretation wculd
lead one to believe that he made 8 wooden Sahale sticks.

But both the R.ﬁ.D,%,, 1841, no. 3, pp. 56-57 and the
Sketchea, p. s 0ot only make no mention of the wooden
sticks but explain quite clearly that the Caiholic lsdder
wes used., It would appear either that Fr. Blanchet ex-
plained the Catholic ladder to the Indiane but found it

mors satisfactory to give the chiefs the wooden Sahsle stick
to tske back to their tribes or that the lstter could be
undergtocd to refer to the “baguettes" in a more general
sense, namely, the Sghale stick in its paper format. The
firet possibility does not sppear valid for we find that

he distributed rany ladders to the chiefs on this cccasion
(R.K.D.Q., 1841, no. %, p. 64). The only other explanation
wou appear to be ithe second.

27 R.E.D.Q., 1841, ro. 3, p. 57.
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extant coples of the Catholic ladder concur in this one
aspect, that they have as thelr vertical backbone the bars
and dots of the original Sshale stick, the marks designating
the centuries refer to the same merke used on his Sahale
gtick, nsmsly, four groups of ten bare representing the

4000 yesrs hefore Chriest, 33 dols surmounted by & cross,
representing the history of the Church.

The new formati went one step further. Alongside of
the vertical bars end dotes countermarks were made to desig-~
nate the principal eveanils of the world, corresponding to
their century. Thie description is confirmed by extant
cdopiee of the Catholic ladder. Fach mark portrayed sone
avent in sacred history and at a glance the neophyte could
place the event in the century or ysaxr to which it was
related. PFor exemple, two vertical bars drawn alongside of
the bar at the bese af the ladder referred to Adam and Eve.
The catechumen looking at the ladder would associate Adam
and Eve with the beginning of time end the creztion of the
human race. Since the extant copies ¢of the ladder have
merkings both to the left and right of the vertical bars
end dote, it would sppear that the earliest copies of the
lsdder show this arrangemsnt.

From the avellable information it is not possidle
10 reconstruct & detailed picture of the ‘*countermarks’

which eppeared on the first ladders. However, in describing
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the mission at Nisqually in Auguat - September, 1839, Fr.
Blanchet does give a description of some of the merks he
chose {0 eketck on his ladder. Describing how the Indians
matched wits to see who besi undersioed the ladder, he goes
ons

It wes 8 plegsant satisfaction for each of

thenm to know the beginning of created things,

and where on it [Catholic ledder) is the world
today, the peint where Adam died; that of the
deluge; where God gave his 10 commandments;

vhere Jesus Christ bhecame incarnatle, died and

rose again into heeven, YJust & minute,

Patber," an Indien suid to me, "put 2 mark here

et tha year 1838, where the great master sent o8
you te the Columbis to instruct the poor Iandianms,

The events ip secred history mentioned here, must
have bheen sketched on the Catholic ladder, in view of the
Tact that the Indian wanted Pr. Blanchet to put ancther
mark at the year 1838,

A Cathelic ladder which could possibly date back to
1839, although the date is by no means certain, was dis-

2
covered by Lieutenant Commander C. Ringgold““9 in command of

the United States Brig, Porpolse. Jurpe lst, 1841, found the

28 E.\Esn.g.g 184lg 00. 39 1:'0 65.-0

29 An officer serving under Lieutenant Charles
¥ilkes and a member of the Wilkes Exzploring Expedition.
By letter of Hay 13th, 1841, addressed to Lieut. Com. C.
Ringgold, U.5. Brig, Ferpoise, Wilkes ordered his officer
to proceed to the survey of Admirzlty Inlet in Puget Sound
(¥ILXES, Kerrative, pp. 522-524).
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ship moving along the southern coast of Whidbey Island.
The chronicler continues:

The pext point visited and surveyed was
Penni's Coeve, between Whidby's [2ic] Islend and
the mein. This islend [...] is 1in the possession
of the Sachet tribe [...] the chief possessed a
chest of valuables, carefully preserved in a
corner, ithe contents ¢f which were shown by him
with no gmall pride, znd conslsted of & long
roll of peper, on which were many representations
of Buropean houses and churches, together with
rude sketches o0f the heavenly bodies, and a map
of America. These had bheen given to him end
explained by the Roman Catholic priesg6 and he
seemed t¢ understand the explanation.”

&lthough this ladder msy date from the first mission
to Whidbey Island in Mey, 1840, the chief could have re-
ceived this ledder from Fr. Blanchet at the Nisqually
mission in 1839. The representations of European houses
would eppear to be the houses noted in extant ladders,
vhich poriray the destruction of Scdom and Gomqrrah. The
representations of churches would refer to the temple of

31

Solomon and the Church of Constantine. The rude sketches
of the heavenly bodiea asppear to be the markings used to

explain the creation of the heavens and the earth.

comuent about

30 WILKES, Xarrative, p. 480. The
wes & map distinct

the Map of America Temeins cbscure. It
from the ladder, c¢ne could presume,

. 31 The representatiom referred to will be discussed
in the following chapters.
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Our infeormaiion on the earlient forms of the
Catholic ledder remains incomplete but we do find some
interesting facts which predate the first extant ladder.
On the Tth &prii, 1840, Pr. Blanchet wrote from Fort Van-
couver tc his confrere. Fr. Demers:

The chief at ¥sllamette has rgt&rned the

bistoricel ledder of Daniel Les.”< He has

received my reformed one, ggich I would like

you tc make in the future.
In a letter to the Vicar Ceneral Fr. Demers indicates that
he understands the changes in the format of the reformed

Catholic ladder: "I did not bave time yet to write to

Pr. Ealah54 and tc maske him a reformed

322 For the explanstion of Rev. Daniel lee's ladder
see 'Piret Protestant Ladder' Part III.

33 L. of Blanchet to Demers, Vancouver, 7th April,
1840 (A.A.P., B. III 6, p. 2). V¥With this letter the neme
of ¥r. Demers enters into the discussion of the Catholic
ladder. There is little doubt that Fr. Demers saw the
originsl Sshale stick either on khis trip to or from Nis-
qually in April and May of 1839 (BLAECHET, Sketches, p. 32).

34 An Irish missionary to the Hswailen Islands.
A long struggle occcurred to secure the entrance of Catholie
missionaries to the Islands. The first priests, who came
out from France in 1827, were expelled. Returning in 1836,
ell were expelled, except Fr. ¥Welsh, and he could stay omnly
on condition thet he did not teach the Indians. In 1839
8 French Man-of-¥ar threatened the government with a
bombardment and succeeded in winning the promise of tolera-
tion for Catholics (P.J. BESMET, Letters and Skeiches,
1841-1842, in R.G. THYAITES, ed., Berly Gestern Trevels,
T748-1E46, Cleveland, 1806, wvol. 27, p. 301; alterwaras
Telerred to as: THWAITES, Early Wesitern Travels). Nr. Pan-
brun, in charge of the Hudson Bay pest &t walla Walls,
Oregon Territory, in & leiter to Pr. Blanchet mentions re-
ceiving a2 pamphlet from Er. Pally the company agent
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ladder. In the same letter Fr. Demers eadds: "The chiefl

of the Snohomish ceme to vielt me with some of his pecple

staticnsed on the Sardwich Islands which teld of "how unre~
lentingly cruel the misgsionaries at the Islands have been
to the Catholic priest who went there end the poor natives
who had become Cathcolice.® He mentions the French inter=-
vention, and then adds: "1 suppose that after the lesson
their Broihers have received et the Sandwich Islands they
[{ministers arocund Walla Wallae] will be more csutious how
they sct and messure their expressions" (L. ¢f Parbrun to
Blanchet, Walle ¥alla, 6 Hay, 1840, A.A.P., B. I 15, p. 3).
Bishop ¥tiemne Rouchoux, & member of the Tongregation of

the Sacred Hemsrt (Picpus), arrived in May, 1838, with two
priests. Returning to Honeclulu with 18 religicus Sisters

of the seme cengregation in the winter of 1842 in the brig,
Marie~joseph, the biehop and all hands were drowned off

Cape Horn (Mary Dominice McNAMZE, Willamette interluds,

Palo Alto, Pacific Books, [1459]1, p. 82, 2i8; afterwerds
referred to as: McNAMEE, Willemette). See also: LYUNS,

F.N. Blanchet, pp. 133, 15Z. ¥r. Blanchet had written to
Blshop Houchoux in 1840: "we rejoice to learn that Your
Excellency has established hias residence at Osghu. In the
remoteness we find curselves from our superiors, *he Bisghops
of Quebec, it is ro little consoletion for us te kmow that
we have a worthy euccessor to the Apostles¥ (L. of Blanchet
to Rouchoux, St. Paul on the Willamstte, 10 November, 1840,
A.P.F.L.). Lycns archives were moved to the Bishop's palace
at Pribourg, Switzerlsnd, in 1937 for safekeeping (Henry
Putney BEERS, The French in Horth America a biblicgraphical
Guide to French Archives, Heprcductloune, and Research His-
sions, paton Houge, Loulsliana State Univereity Press, [1957),
P 555. The materisl is not indexed (Blaise Turck, Kt.
Angel, Oregon, who microfilmed part of collection, interview
with writer, 6 June, 1963). Fra. Blenchet and DPemers felt

a close attechment to the Hawailien Islands as Bishop Signay
had written to Pr. Blanchet in April, 1841, telling him of
his intention to reguest the Holy See t¢ place the territory
of Colunbia either under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of
St. Louis or Bishop Rouchoux of Hewalli as both bisheps had
cloger connectionsg with the Oregon territory: "I am charg-
ing the Bishop of Honireal who soon goes to France then to
Rome for the needs of his diocese; to negotiate cne or
other srrengement® (L. of Signsy to Blanchet, Quebkec, 17
April, 1841, A.A.P., B. I 24, p. &).

. 3% L. of Demers tc Planchet, Cowlitz, 20 August,
1840 (A.A.P., D. II 106, p. 3).
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and he left with & lerge laeadder such as you recommended in

your note from the Camp de S&ble,“36 Since Fr. Demers re-

oy

¢rs 0 & letter from the Cemp de Sable (a few miles sbove

)5?

Cheamposg snd not Vanoouver, 1t would eppeaxr that Fr.

Blenchet had written a second letier sbout the slterstions
to the Csthelic ledder. 4Ageln, we heve no idea of what the
chenge to the ledder might bsve been., He could not be

rveferring to the meaking of °*large' ladders as the large

x
isdder wes alresdy in use, o>

That the ladder underwent some alteration339 BppPears

to be confirmed im letters ment to Fr. Blamchet by Kr.

40

Pembrun, the Hudson Bay Company agent at ¥alla Walla. 4n

excerpt from a letter dated Hay 6th, 1840, reads:

36 L. of Demers to Blanchet, Cowlitz, 20 August,
1840 (Ao&q?o‘g Do IIg 1669 pc 3)@

37 BLAWCEET, Sketches, p. 28.

38 At the second mission to Nisqually in 1839 Pr.
Blanchet telle una: %gll were leocking at & large Catholic
ladder® (ibid., p. 36).

33 One poseible explenation of the changes may be
attributable to the sppesrance of Lse's Protestant ladder.

40 Hr. Peter €. Pambrun, an employee of the Hudeon's
Bgy Company, waa in charge of Port Welle Walla. A Catheolie,
he was born in the pearish of Vsudreuil, district of Hontreal,
Cenade (BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 16)., Fort Walla ¥Wells was
built on the esst §ide of the Columbia River, a short
distance from the mouth of the ¥Walla ¥alla River (ibid.).
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I heve coptd the lsdder chromnic {sic] and
have given sach of them [Chief {syuse &nd his
brether Five Crows] one in your name glso one
to the ¥Walla ¥ells Chief [...].5%+

Ak second letier is dated Junme Znd, 1B40:

{ee.} acknowledge the hopour and receipt of
your kind end much esteemsd lettier of Tth April
last bearing enclosed Echelle Cath. historigue.

Of the lasiter baving seen but few of the Indlians

gince 1ts receipt not many as yet have seen it.

But the former sent I have 5%*culaﬁed feic] and

mest of the Chiefs have one,
The first letter from Hr. Pembrun was in enswer to = letter
from Pr. Blanchet, Fevruary 10th, 1840.%% The second, in
reply to & letter of April Tih. Since April Tth is the
seme date that Pr. Blanchet wrote to Pr. Demere advising
hip of the reformed ledder, it would appear that between
Pebruary 10th snd April Tth. 1840, Pr. Blanchet had made
alteretions to the laddsr and felt compelled to send & copy
of the reformed leader to Er. Pembrun. Fo other explana-
tion appearﬁ reasonable whern one considers thet Fr. Blanchet
hed sent Hr. Pambrun & ledder only two months previous.

¥e glean another {act from the Pembrun correspondence, The

41 L., of Pasmbrun itc Blanchet, Walla Walla, 6 Kay,
1840 (A.AP., B. I 15, pp. 2-3).

42 L. of Pambrun {o Blanchet, ¥Wella Walla, 2 June,
1840 (.&\.oéePag Bi I 23$ pe 12)6

43 L. of Papbrun to Blanchet, ¥alle ¥Walla, & Kay,
1840 (4.A.P., B. 1 23, p. 1).
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reformed ladder was known by the nawme °®Echelle Catholiqus
Higtorique.®

Although the information predaiing the earliest
extent Catholic lsdders remsins sketchy, we 40 know that
the fiést leddere in use {hroughout the Pacific Northwest
were manuscrlpt coples mede elither by the missionaries
themgelives or under the dirsction ¢f the missicnaries.

Fr. Blenchet telle us that in the course of his
first migeion to the Cescade Indianes in 1841 he distributed
several chfonélogical laddere "which I had mede during the
night while I hagd a cendle. 44 In & letter to Bishop Signay
in Pebruery, 1842, the Vicer General complains that wuch of
the miesionasries® time is taken up making Catholic

45 In the month of Novemher, 1842, Fr. Blanchet

ledders.
writee to the gecretary of Bishop Signay and discusses the
printing of the ladder becauvse "they are asking for them

every day; we do not hsve the time to finish very many.“46

1ring the first four years of their sposiclate, from May,

44 R.E.D.Q., 1843, no. 5, p. 43.

45 L. of Blanchset to §ignay, ¥iilemette, 17 Pebruery
1842 (A.A.P., B. III 18, p. 1),

46 L. of Blanchet to Cageau, Vencouver, Novenber,
1842 (Aa&ogo; GOAD I-L - 59)9



1839, until the end of the year 1842, the missionsries
lgboriousgly uade their own Catbolic ladders.

¥ith this beckground on the creation, revision and
production of Catbolic ladders we now turn 1o the study of

sciual extant copiss.



PART II
RINE EDITIONS OF THE BLARCHET LADDER

Fr. Blanchet's Catholic ledder underwent cconstent
revision. 1% was published either in manuscript or printed
form in three lgngaages snd in feur countries. Chapter III
deals with what 1s probsably the esrliest extant manuscript
copy. In Chepters IV and V the first printed editions are
examined., 7Two menuscript copies of the ladder, which post-
date the printed ladders, are discugsed in Chapters VI and
¥II. A Blanchet ladder, which had a very short existexnce,
and which is not likely extsnt todey, is noted in Chapter
VIII. Three complex printed editions are studied; the first
printed iﬁ Paris, Chapter IX, the second printed in Chile,
Chapter X, and lastly, Fr. Blanchet's final creation,
which was printed in Hew York, Chapter XI. All extant
editione of the Catholic ladder, which show notable varis-
tions and are kmown to the writer, have been photographed
and in the discusesion of the various ladders the photogrephs
ghould prove helpful in grephically portraying the partie-

wlgy ladder under exemination.
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HISQUALLY LADDER

Esrliest extant Blamchet ladder

1841

Original in the Henry E. Huntington
Library and Art Gallery, Sen Marino,

California.



CHAPTER TII
RIBQUALLY LADDER

Tha'@&rli%st extent Catholic lsdder, to the know-
ledgs of the writer, detes from the yeer iB41 end was dis-
covared at Fort Kisgually near Tscoma, Heshington. This
Catholic ladder is now in ithe poesession of the Henry E.

Huntipngton Librery snd Art Gallery, San Harino, California.l

. 1 Er. Eéwin H. Carpenter, Western Americana Biblio-
grepher of the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery,
San Kerino, Celifornie, writes: ¥[...] we have the original
chart found at Fort Hisqually by Huggins [...] this is part
of the Fort Hisqually Pepers, scquired in May 1934 fron
George W. Solidaey" (L. B¢ the writer, 1 July, 1963). Miss
Haydée Koya, Cataleguey, Depariment of Kanuscripts of the
Henry Huntington Librsry and Art Gellery, San Marine, Cali-
fornia, writes: ®[...] 41 of the dots appearing in the
upper part are 4drawn with the seme heavy India ink ass the
reet of the chart but the 42nd or top dot is drewn with the
lighter ink ueed on the tree, snake, etc. [later additions
to this ladder]. Koreover, there is evidence that there
was 8lec & 43rd dot, a faint impression of which is visible
on the cloth backing of the chart where the paper is torn
off at thet point. In other words, it seems as though the
chard hed originslly 41 dots (1B41) and two years were sub- |
sequently added (1. to the writer, 9 July, 1963). C(Clerence
C. Begley visited Fort Hisqually some time after 1900 when
the Fort was in charge of Edwerd Huggine and on that occa-
gion photographed thies ladder. In his book published in
1632 he infers that the original Hisgually ledder mcst like-
ly lay among the treassures of some curio collector (Clarence
¢. BAGLEY, ¥arlv Catholic Missions ia Old Oregon, Seasttle,
Lowman & Hanford Company, 193¢y vol. i1I, p. 119). The saxe
Clarence Bagley writing sbout the Nisqguslly ladder states:
“The first ladder was used st the Cowlitz Hiesion by Rev.
Pather Blanchet im July, 1842% (ibid., p. 119; IDEM, In the
beginning, p. 30). Thie error in dating the firet Csfholic
Iagﬁer appeare Incredible when one conaiders that Ragley
reprinted the Blanchet Sketches in his Early Catholic
History in 0ld Oregon. ln Lis book there esppears a: least
%2 refsrences Lo ihe Cetboelic ladder prior to July, 1842,
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Throughout this work the Blenchet Catholic ladders
will be named for thelr place of origin, where this is pos-

sible. This ladder discovered at Port Nisquelly will be

2

kriown as the Hisqually lasdder. Both photographs™ and

Perhaps in referring to the Blanchet Sketches, in search of
the statement of Pr. Blanchet: *"The Catholic lLadder was
used here [Cowlitz) for the first time" (BLANCHET, Sketches,
P. 35), he misread two dates, namely, the first referring
to the Vicar Genersl's arrivel st Cowlitz in July, 1839 and
the second, which tells of the log house which was used at
Cowlitz until 1842. The two dates ere found on the same
pege, in the Sketches, p. 35 and in Early Catholic History
in 01d Oregon, voi. 1, p. 77. This would give Mr. Bagley
the date, July, 1842. This appeara to be the only valid
expleanation for his error. Authors quoting Mr. Bagley have
repeated the erronecus dating of the first ladder: J.M.,
Bistory and Use of the Catholic Ladder, Portland, Marylhurst
College term peper, 1938, p. 4; Theodore J. ST. HILAIRE,
Pedagogy in the %ildermess, in the Oregon Historical Quar-
Terly, VOl. LALill, no. 1, 1962, pp. 56-571; RCNAMEE, ¥Willa-
meitte, p. 282. Arthur D; Spesrman, writing about the

Caetholic lamdder explains that Ythe earliest form of it to
come down to us, a photogreph on sheets of paper pested end
on end. [sic] over s yard long and about seven inches wide,
was recently scld to the Huntington Library of San Marino,
California, by a Seattle collector, Mr. George Scliday,
into whose poesession it came after many yesars of obscurity
following its discovery by e Mr. Huggins among papers in
the upper office or warehouse of the o0ld trading post at
Fort Nisqually, near the present Tacoma, Washington (Arthur
D. SPEARMAN, Archbishop Blanchet and Visual Educatlon, The
Story of the WCathollc Ladder™, In The Dove Lagac ine, Los
Angeles, [n.p.}, 1937, vol. V, ne. 2, pp. ‘15—19} Clarence
Bagley thought the original Hisqually ledder lay turied in
some curio shop and Arthur Spearman thought that the Hunt{-
ington Library purchased a phctograph.

2 Photocoples appear in: BAGLEY, Early Catholie
Misseiona, p. 119; Ezre MEEKER, Pioneer Reminiscences oF
Yugel Sound, Seattle, Lowman & Hanford Printing, 1905,

P. 495; In the St. Joseph Herazine, Oregon Supplement Edi-
tion, 1938, vol. 40, no. I, p. 14. A broadside copy,

22" x 7 1/2%, printed from a cut, 20" x 3 1/2", was found
in the Archives of the Oregon Pravince of the Society of
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facsimiles3 of the Nisqually ladder have eppeared. The
Nisqually ladder cen be recognized from a note which is

pasted on the upper left hand cormer. It resads:

Jesus at the Gonzags University Crceby Memoriel Librag%,
Spokane: alterwerds relferred t0 85: h.W.Ue. THis A.G.U.
broadside copy has not been folded which suggests that 1t
was not extrascted from & book, but was printed independently.
St. Francis Xavier Mission, Cowlitz Prairie, has printed a
broadside copy with explanations on 8 1/2" x 11" sheets
(Cowlitz broadside), also The Catholic Book Store, Portland,
Oregon, has 8 1/2% x 15" printed broadaides with explana-
tions {Portland broadsideg.

3 Incorporating hoth the Sahale stick and the Nis-
quelly ledder inte one facsimile, several tall poles have
been raised with the markipnge of the Nisqually ladder
cerved and painted on the flattened surface of the pole.
Outside St. Francis Church, Cowlitz, stands a pole, approx-
imately 24' high and 24" in dismeter. The area about one
foot from the top to four feet from the bottom has been
flattened and in exsct detail the Nisqually ladder has been
rainted on the flat fasce of the pole. The pastor of -t.
FPrancis Mission, Cowlitz writes: "[...] the Ledder was
raised in Key [...] 1939 during the Centenary celebrations®
(L. of Fabian Gussenhoven to the writer, 17 Kay, 1963).

A picture of this Cowlitz facsimile appears in The Northwest
Progress, Second Secticn, September 8, 1650, p. {7 (Cowlitz
Tacalmile), On the lawn in fromt of St. Edward's Seminary,
Kenmore, Washington, a tall pole stands, approximately 17°
high and 15" in dismeter. The pole has a flattened area,
one foot from the top to four feet from the bottcem and
markings of the ladder have been carved, then painted on
this flattened area. This ladder has incomplete markings
(Seattle facsimile). In front of the Gonzaga Prep School,
Spokane, Washington, a pole epproximately 12' high and 22%
in diemeter hss affixed to iVt a 10' redwood Yoerd. The
exect markings of the Nlequally ladder have been burnt into
thie redwood board (Gonzaga facsimile). Scall, very well
done faceimiles can be purchsased from a distributor in the
State of Washington. The Nisgually ladder about 9" x 1 1/2¢
is expertly reproduced on photographic paper and inset on
the flattened area of a smgll round stick about 16% x 1 1/2",
The writer procured one from Cowlitz Kiesion (Washington
faceimile).
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This lerge roll was discovered by E. Huggins
in the upper floor of the store or warehouse at
Fort Nisqually, Pierce County, Territory of
Washington emongst & 1ot of other old end
epperently useless papers left by Doctor Wm. P.
Tolmie when he left Nisqually to take cherge at
Fort Victoria, Vancouvers [egic] Island, on the
19th September, 1859 ---[sicl. Up to this day -
23rd April 1903. {sic] The undersigned has rot
succeeded in learning the meaning of the Symbolical
chart, although satisfied that it was used by the
Roman Catholic Missicnaries to aid them in teaching
the Indisns the Christien religion, at or near
Fort Nisqua}ly, in the year 1841 or 1842. -

E, Huggins.

The origiral Kisgually ladder messureas 9' 11 3/4"
in length by 20 1/2" in width¢5 The material used was a

white paper which ies now mildly yellowed6 by the passage of

7

time. The paper wes supported by a cloth backing. The

Risqually ladder is a manuscript copy:

{...] the illustrations were evidently made
with a small brush, and, judging from the long
retanticné undimmed, of its color, India Ink
was used.

4 See Appendix ®A¥%,

5 L. of Haydée Hoya tc the writer, 9 July, 1963.
Clarence Bagley givees an incorrect description of the
size: “writing from memory, it was about six feet long
and1§§§hteen inchee wide® (BAGLEY, Early Catholic Missions,
De .

6 L. of Haydée Koya to the writer, 9 July, 1963.
Clarence Bagley egein, gives an incorrect description:
®the materisl was atrong yellow wrapping paper" (BAGLEY,
Esrly Catholic Missioms, p. 119).

7 L. of Haydée Hoya (idem), BAGLEY, loc. cit.
8 BAGLEY, Eerly Catholie Missions, p. 119.
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A study of the extsnt Catholle ladders show an
interesting development in the number snd use of marks,
gymbole and explanstory notea, In view of the confusion
about the meamning of these symbols we will attempt to set
out the significance of each mark end symbol. The most
asccurete bazis for interpreiing the Hisqually ladder will
be the letter written by Fr. Blanchet to Bishop Turgeon,
Co-adjutor Bishop of Quebec, KEarch 30th, 1842.° Although
this letter does not desoribe the Nisqually ladder, which
predates the letter, it does describe an.early ladder:

I am sending to your Excellency a Catholic
ladder such as is taught here. It is as com-
plete as necessary to instruct in religion
children and adults, too. The Indians and the
Canadians understend it well as it is now
compoeged. [...] I take the liberty to give an
explanation here such as we give both among
the whites and among the Indians. [...] The
expressions of approval which His Grace, the
Archbishop of Quebec, and Your Excellency have
deigned to give to our invention, discovered by
the grace of God, encourages me f8 send an
sctusl ledder with explanations.

9 L. of Blanchet to Turgeon, St. Paul on the
¥illamette, 30 March, 1842 (A.A.Q., CcA. II-36, p. 1). The
explanations of the ladder found in this letter will appear
in Apperndix "B®,

10 L. of Blanchet to Turgeon, St. Paul on the
Willw@tte’ 30 Mal‘ch, 1842 (AtAQ [ 1 C¢Ac’ II"SB, po 1)0 Fro
Blanchet sent a copy of this ladder with the explanetion %o
Bishop Provencher of St, Boniface, telling him that he was
alzo sending & copy to Quebec. He adds that he would like
the Bishop to examine the plan but not to make too many
changes (L. of Blanchet to Provencher, St. Paul on the
Willemette, 22 ¥arch, 1842, A.A.P., B. III 19, p. 7).
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In an attempt to explaln each symbol with the
minimus of confusion we will follow the method used by Pr.
Blanchet in his letter to Bishop Turgeon, namely, giving
gach individugl symbol, or wherever possible each group of
gymbols, a nupber. We will proceed Irom the bottom of the
ladder to the top and from the left to the right. It should
be noted that the besic markings of the Sahsale stick appear
88 the centrsl theme of the Hisqually ladder. The photo-
graph of the original Nisqually ladder, found herein, should

prove helpful in following the explanations.

L. Seven symbols at the base of the ladder:ll

1. The asymbol enclosed in & circle is very mysterious.
In a letter té Bishop Sigray Fr. Blanchet narrates how after
8 ceatecheticel lesson on Whidbhey Islend, some of the Indlans
took his long stick and pointed to the symbols that he had

1.712 Phis would lead

explagined: ‘“earth, Adam, Eve, [...
one to surmise that the encircled symbol should refer to

the earth. But there appears to be no connection betﬁeen
the earth end this figure. The symbol has the configuration,

in part, of a serpent. Butl to see a serpent in this figure

11 The Seattle facsimile bas only six symbols at
the base of the pols.

12 L. of Blanchet to Signay, Willamette, 23 Februery,
1841 (A.4.P., B, III 5, p. 11).
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would require some stretch of the imagination. One explana-
tion would be that the enclosed symbol 1s the manuscript
letter 'D', signifying that Fr. Demers made the laddera13
However, its meaning remaine undecided in the opinion of
the writer.
2-3. Adem and Eve.l?

4. The tree of knowledge and to the left of the tree
a serpent. This symbol does not appear on the original
Niequelly ledder but was sketched on & piece of paper &and
then pasted on the ladder at a later date.l5 The addition
of the tree of knowledge and the serpent is confirmed by a
letter written by Fr. Blanchet, June 24th, 1842:

The Rev. Fr. [DeSmet] spesks of our ladder

with approval [...] on his advice I have added

the tree of knowledge [...] and the serpent

after Evey; and St. Paul being sent after the

square of prayer, & St. Matthew before that of

of works, Julien the épostate between the cross
& the new testament.

13 Both the Cowlitz and Portland broadside copies
explain this symbol &s Devils.

14 Appendix "B", no. 2. It will be found that the
marks here given as nos. 2 and 3 are explained in Pr. Blen-
chet's letter under no. 2. Puture reference to Fr. Blan-
chet's explenation of the ladder found in his letvter to
Bishop Turgeon will be referred to under the number given
them by Fr. Blanchet.

15 L. of Haydée Hoye to the writer, 9 July, 1963,

16 L. of Blanchet $to Turgeon, Vanccuver, 24 June,
1842 (Ao.ﬂ.ugoy C-A., II - 43)@
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Pr. Blanchet's letter sccounts for this addition to the
original Risqually ladder. After the visit of Fr. De Smet

in June, 1842,%7

whoever was using the Nisqually ladder
added the tree of knowledge and the serpent. But it will

be noted that they 4id not edd the other points suggested

17 In & letter of April 17th, 1841, Bishop Signay
adviged Pr. Blanchst that he hed received a letter from the
Jesuit Superior in Missouri, Fr. Peter Verhaegen: “[...]
about a mission in your area, one of the confreres, a Fr,
DeSmet, is preparing the field" (L. of Signay to Blanchet,
17 April, 1841, A.A.P., B. I 24, pp. 2-3). But Fr. Demers
had already heard of ¥r. De Smet. While he was at Colville
in July, 1840, an employee of the Budson's Bay Company sr-
rived with news that “[...] word had come to the Indians
that French priests were seen on the Prairies. 1 wrote a
letter on the return of this employee 'To the French priest
of the plains' ~ He had started back to Missouri [but] an
Indisn caught up with him“ (Bishop lModeste Demers, Notice
sur 1l'établissement de la Province Ecclésiastique de 1'Ore-
gon, preceédee de guelgues renselgnements sur le Canada,
Bruxelles, H. Goemaere, l&b(, p. 7). CThlel Lkatalkopom of
the Tete Plate tribe spoke to Fr. De Smet on the prairies
(L. of Demers to Blanchet, Cowlitgz, Jeanuary 1, 1841, A.A.P.,
D. II 92, p. 2). Pr. De Smet wrote to Pr. Blanchet, Rugust
10th, 1840, from the Fork of the Jefferson River *[...]
after following the Beaverhead River through the present
Dillon, Montena, they [De Smet snd the Indians] reached, by
August 10, the Jefferson River" (William N. BISHOFF, The
Jesuits in 0ld Oregon, Caldwell, Caxton Printers, 1045,

p. 22). Fr. be Smet told Fr. Blanchet of his work in the
Oregon Territory and expressed the hope that he would be
able t0 meet the Vicar Genersl before the winter of 1841
(BLANCHET, Sketches, p. 45). Fr. Demers received this
letter from Fr. Ue Smet (ibid.) end on October 3rd, 1840,
advised the Vicar General: ©FA Jesuit has come to the
prairies. He will return to pass the winter at St, Louis &
in the epring he will return with a number of priests.

I received a letter from him at Colville" (L. of Demers to
Blanchet, Fort Vencouver, 3 QOctober, 1840, A.A.P., D. II
106, p. 1). Pr, De Smet arrived at Port Vancouver, June
8th, 1842 (Gilbert J. GABRRAGHAN, The Jesuits of the Middle
United States, New York, Americs Press, 1938, vol, 1I,

p. 217).
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by Pr. De Smet. The two vertical bars (2-3) are also
sketched on this added plece of paperlg but it weuld appear
that they were to be found on the criginal.lg

5-6-7 Sun, Koon, Stara,gc The symbol of the sun has a

o+

halo of light surrounding itzi but the symbol of the moon

22

does not have sny distinguishing msrk. The 4 dots marking

the stars,; may have been, originally, 6 «icﬂ:soz5 Two dots

mey be missing where s plece has been tornm from tne

1&dder.24

At the mission on Whidbey Island, alresdy re-
ferred to, the catechumens pcinted to the marks on the

ladder which symbolized the sun, moon, and stars.

18 L. of Haydée Noya to the writer, 9 July, 1963.

19 Fr. Blanchet mentions in bis letter to Bishop
urgeon that he added the tree of knowledge and the serpent
after the symbol representing Eve. This would suggest that
the marks for Adam end Eve already existed on the original
Nisqually ladder (L. of Blanchet to Turgeon, Vancouver, 24
June, 1842, 4.A.Q., C.A. II-43); see elso: L. of Blenchet
to Signay, Willemette, 23 February, 1841 (A.A.P., B. III 5,
p. 11). The Portland broadside gives the tree of good and-
evil without having s symbol to represent it on the chart,

20 Appendix "B", no. 2.

21 The Cowlitz and Portlend broadsides give this as
heaven.

22 The Cowlitz and Portlend broadsides explain this
symbol as the Angele.

23 See photograph of Nisqually ladder.

24 The Cowlitz and Portland brosdsides give these
dots as the 6 days of creation.
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It will be noted that all later ladders, which

plcture the evenis of creation more graphically, have the

sun, moon snd stars in thie =ssquence.

8-8-10

bars.
11,
12.

of the

E. Threa vertical bars,

The children of Adewm: Cain, Abel, Seth.<’

C. Two verticsl bers on elither side of the central

The death of Adem.

26

Henoch taken up to heaven will return ai the end

world.27

D. Two symbols, one to the left and the other to

the right of the central bars.

13&

28

Koe.
14.

wOoren;

The tower of Babel built by the descendants of

The ark of Noe in which were saved 4 men and 4

all the others perished in the deluge.29

25 Appendix
26 Appendix
27 Appendix
28 Appendix
29 Appendix

“BH’
RBR,
ﬂBﬂ’
NEH .
HBH,

ns:

no.

na.

no.

3.
{.
4.

5.
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E. 8 vertical bars.
15. Abrehem, Isasc, Jscocb, Joseph, Job, Keses, Asron,
Pharaoh,50

F. 5 houses.

16. Sodom, Gamofrah.Bl

¢. A pountsin and fen verticsl bars of which the
tenth bar is indistinct.
17. Mount Sinai. <
18, The ten commandments of God given to Moses on Kt.

Sinai.53

H. Two vertical bars and the sketch of a building.
18-19 King David and King Solemon. Fr. Blanchet in his
letter speaks of four kings with David and Solomon taking

precedence over Saul and Roboama34 Here, where only two

30 Appendix “B¥, no. 7. The Cowlitz snd the Port-
land broadsides glve the order as Abraham, Isasac, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Pharesch, Aaron, Jdob.

31 Appendix YB%, no, 8.
32 Appendix ¥BY, no. 9,

33 Appendixz "B¥*, no. 9. The Seattle facsimile has
one tablet to the ieft of the centre¢ ehowing 3 commandments
and another tablet to the right showing 9. Except for these
symbols and the six dots at the base, there sre no further
markings in the 01d Testement section of the Seattle fme-
gimile.

34 Ir the simpler form of the Catholic ladder it
would be expected that those pergonages most directly con-
nected with the plan of salvation would teke precedence
over others. fThe Cowlite snd Portland broadsides invert
the order, Sclomon arnd Devid.
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narks are provided, they would refer to David and Solomon.

20. The temple of Solomon.>?

Z. A book and one vertical bar.
’ e
21. The old teat&ment.Ed
22. Ellss is tzken up into heaven, he will return at

the end of ths world.37

%t would appear likely that Pr.
Blanchet in singling out Hencch would also single out Elias
2z both are associated in Scripture by reason of lheir
agssumption into heaven. Other events and personsges of
this period sre noted by Fr. Blanchet in his letter to
Bishop Turgeon are: Eligeuws, the four mejor prophets, the
twelve minor prophets, Jonas, the captivity of Bebylon,
Susanna, Tobias, Judith, Esther. Although anyone of the
foregoing could be represented by the single bar, none
appears distinctive enough to merit a specisal mention,58

which leads this writer 1o conclude that this mark repre-

gents Elisas.

35 Appendix "B%, no. ll.
36 Appendix "B",; mo. 17.
37 Appendix "B", no. 12.

58 The Cowlitz broadside gives this bar as Daniel.
The Portland breadside gives Daniel but ne symdol.
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J. Four vertical bars.

23~24-25-26., Zachary, Elizabeth; Kary, Joseph.39

K. The symbols in the fellowing section refer to the
life of Christ. Three vertical bars, a circle, and sgain,
three vertical bars. One of the leiter three bars is barely
visible., In his letter to Bishop Turgeon Fr. Blarnchet
mekes special mention of: Jesus Christ, Son of God, tecame

40 Jesus Christ is born on Christmes day;4l

42

a man for us;
he remained visible on the earth sbout 3. years.
27-28-29 The three megi, King Gaspar, Balthesar,
Melchior, having seen the star of Bethlehem, come to adore
Jesus Christ. The angel warns the three kings not to re-

turn to Herod but to tske a different route ho:ma'.é“5

30. The star of Bethlehem.44
31-33-33. Jesus, Mery, Joseph. In hies letter Fr. Blan-

chet gives these explanstions: An angel warns Jogeph to

39 Appendix "B", no. 18, The Cowlitz and Pcrtland
broadsides give Zachary, Elizabeth; Amne, Joachim.

40 Appendix *B%, no. 19.

41 Appendix "BY, no. 28.

42 Appendix “B", no. 29.

43 Pr. Blenchet in his letter to Turgeon exrlains
twe sets of symbols which refer to the Magl. Apperdix "BY,
nes. 21, 23,

44 Appendix "B¥, no. 20.
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take the infant Jesus and lMary his mother and to save thewm-
N 46 . :

selves in Egypt; an angel advisges Joseph to take *the

~infent, Jesus, and Mary, his mother, end to return t¢ his

count;y.47

L. One verticel bar. This bar appears shorter than
the others because st ithis point the ledder wes joined and
therefore obscures part of the bar.

34. The evil King Herod wishes %t¢ kill Jesus Christ;
the evil King Herod massscres all the lifttie chilcéren in

the City and around Bethleheme48

M: Three vertical bars.
35. Jesus, Mery, Joseph. Mary end coseph lost the
infent Jesus at the age of twelve years for three days and

ind him in the temple.49

N. One vertical har.

36. Jochn the Baptist. John the Baptist baptizes Jesus

Christ.”°

46 Appendix "B", no. 25.
47 Appendix "B¥, no. 27.

48 This bar has two explanatory notes, Appendix "3B",
nos. 22, 26.

49 Appendix "RB%", no. 30.
50 Appendix "BY, no. 31.
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0. Twelve vertical bars of which the first is about
twice ag tall as the others.
37. St. Peter and the eleven apostles and the twelve

g
articles of ithe creed.’l

P. The three Crosses.

38. The mountain of Calvary, the cross of Jesus Christ
and the two crosses of the robbters. Fr., Blanchet in hLis
letter to Bishop Turgecn lists also uncer this hLeacding:
Christ dies on Good Friday; rises on Easter Sunday; ascends
into heaven on Ascension day; sends the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost; and will return to easrth at the end of time %o

judge the world.sz'

51 Fr. Blanchet lists the names 0of the *welve
apostles (Appendix "B", no. 33) end gives a special explana-
tion for the extrs long bar: Y“S%. Peler the hezd of the
apostles, the vicar of J.C. and the firsi pope" {Appendix
"B®, nc. 34)., He also gives a special explanation for the
12th bar: Y“Judas sells his master for 30 piec2s of silver®
(Appendix “B*, no. 34). The twelve articles of the Creed
are given in Appendix ¥B", no. 42. Both the Cowlitz anad
Portlend broadsides explain these twelve bars as the twelve
apostlies but do not mention the twelve articles of the
creed.

52 In his letter to Bishop Turgeon Fr. Blanchet
gives the six separate explanations, all of whick aprear tc
be asscciated with the three crosses. t would be likely
that mention of the Resurrection, Ascension and Peniecost,
were meant to be associated with the crosses, and the
General Judgment with the space beyond the top of the
ladder. In the context either arrangement seerns appropriate
(Appendix "B", nos. 35, 36, 37, 38, %9, 40). The Cowlitz
broadside gives the word crucifixion beneath the tkree
crosses., The Portland broadside does not give an explana-
tion for the three crosses.
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Q. Three verticsl bars to the left of the crosses
and four verticel bars to the right.

39. fThe seven aacramen‘tsfj3

R. Two egquares, one to the lefi{ and one to the
right of the crosses.

40-41. The equare to the left: pra.yer;s4

the sguere to
the right: cur work of every day, week and year.55 The two
squares are referred to in a letter to Bishop Signay when
Fr. Blanchet mentions that he added St. Paul after the
squéré of prayer and St. Matthias before the square of

works.56

5. Above the crosses sgeven vertical bars.
42. ‘The seven precepts of the Church.57 These seven
merks would present a problem 10 most interpreters of the
early Catholic ladders unless they were aware that at this

period within the Diccese of Quebec there were seven, not

53 Appendix "B", no. 42.
54 Appendix "B", no. 43.
&5 Appendix "B, no. 44.

56 The Cowlitz and Portland broadsides give these
squares as the Resurrection and Ascension respectively.

57 Both the Cowlitz and Portland broadsides give
these seven vertical bars as the seven gifts of the Holy
Ghoet.






