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The problems, duties and heartaches that hav© re­

sulted froa various positions concerning education of chil­

dren have been many. Yet the great importance of this ques­

tion demands constant vigilance and effort in order that 

justice and rights be respected* Catholics have always held 

that intellectual education jaust not be separated from reli­

gious and moral instruction. This complete education is 

primarily the grave duty of the parent® who are consequently 

strictly forbidden to send their children to a non-Catholic 

school — even though no religion is taught there. Only the 

bishop has the power to dispense parents from this duty and 

then only if there is no positive danger of the children's 

perversion and no suitable Catholic school is available. 

This position has often h&m challenged — and it was chal­

lenged in the Mackenzie District where it has resulted in a 

compromise between the policy of th® Government and the pol­

icy of the Church. 

Until 1953* raost of education facilities for the 

people of the Mackensia District were provided by th© Catho­

lic and Anglican Missions that had been established in the 

north. Following the Second World War, the Dominion Govern­

ment brought in legislation that resulted in education ad­

ministration coding under the control of the Department of 

northern Affairs and National Resources. Th® writer came to 
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know of this legislation nearly ten years ago when he was 

employed by the Federal Government to work In the Education 

Office at Fort Sadth, ii.W.T. During 1956, he left Fort 

Salth for Ottawa to begin studies for the priesthood and 

this fall he will return to work In the Mackenzie District 

as an Oblate of Mary Immaculate. His interest in education 

and religion has prompted th© work on this thesis. The pur­

pose of this thesis is to follow the historical development 

of Government legislation in the Mackenzie District and to 

see to what extent this legislation has helped or hindered 

the development of Catholic Education in this area. 

The author wishes to thank Rev. Fr. Jean Trudeau, 

CM.I., under whose guidance this work was undertaken and to 

Mr. I. Fitapatrick, of the Curriculum Division of the De­

partment of northern Affairs and national Resources, whose 

aid in the development of this thesis was most valuable. 

Thanks are also extended to the "-"oat Reverend Paul Plehe, 

G.M.I., Bishop of the Mackenzie Vicariate, for his encour­

agement in this work; to Rev. Fr. Sylvio Lesage, Q.M.I., Di­

rector of R. C. Mission, Fort McMurray, Alberta; Mr. Iforman 

Byrne, Chairman of Yellowknife Roman Catholic Separate 

School Board; Rev. Fr. t, Sbner, G.P.I., Director of Hay 

River a. G. Separate School; Eav. Fr. Jean Foch&t, O.K.I., 

Director of Foyer Orandin In Fort Smith; Mrs, Strong, li­

brarian of the northern Affairs Library, Ottawa; and Rev. 
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Fr. J. Mulvihill, o.^.I., Acting Director General of the 

Oblate Indian and Eskino Commission in Ottawa, for their 

help in procuring books and material. Finally, thanks are 

extended to many of my colleagues at Sedes SapientJae. who 

by their research, suggestions and encouragecjent were of 

great help. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Within the country of Canada, lies a million and a 

quarter square mile area of rock, muskeg and lakes which is 

called the Northwest Territories. This land area is usually 

referred to as "the north** and extends the width of the con­

tinent and from the 60^n parallel to the North Pole. 

The north has always looked like a tough frontier 

because of its cold climate. However, even in the Arctic 

the weather can sometimes become quite warm* At Inuvik, 

well north of the Arctic Circle the temperature can rise to 

30 degrees on a July day. In the southern Mackenzie River 

area, at Fort Smith, there has been recorded a high tempera­

ture of 103 il&iigrm®. It Is true that such temperatures do 

not last long, but during July the people leave their home® 

and take to the lakes for swlwtag, boating or fishing, much 

like their fellow Canadians do in the south. The winters 

are dark and cold, but the dry winter cold does not chill as 

much as the damp cold in some parts of Southern Canada. Al­

so, new insulated type of clothing and central heating sys­

tems have taken away some of the fear people have of the 

cold. 

Both the Indians and Eskimos belong to the Mongoloid 

race and possess basic Mongoloid features as straight black 

hair, brown eyes, high cheek bones and wide face. Though 

they have these similar physical features, the Indian and 
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Eskimo hears little else In common. The Indians live within 

the northern forest and their whole culture is adapted to 

the conditions there* The Eskimos, on the other hand, have 

lived for centuries on the coasts of the barrenlands. These 

lands are located in the northern area of the northwest Ter­

ritories, and are called barren because on this land area 

there are no trees. They extend north of a line beginning 

at the mouth of the Mackenzie Elver and proceeding in a g&n~ 

•rally south-easterly direction to a point on the west shore 

of the Hudson1 s Bay just north of Churchill, Manitoba. The 

Indians live south of this tree line called the sub-Arctic 

and build their homes in the forest and they kill forest an* 

imala. The Eskimos live where there is no forest, and build 

their home on the bare Arctic land and they get their main 

supply of food from the Ocean* 

For nearly three centuries men have gone to the 

north — first the explorers, then the traders and mission­

aries* Each of these groups of Euro-Canadian settlers had a 

special relationship with the aborigines people of the 

north. The explorers needed the Indians and Eskimos as 

guides and workers# and used them when they travelled the 

rivers or biased new trails. Only In this way could they be 

sure of getting to their destination with safety. The fur 

traders hunted out the natives to buy furs from them In ex­

change for their own merchandise. The missionary went 
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amongst the Indians and Eskimos to convert them to a true 

belief in God and to prepare them for the new changing soci­

ety they would find around them. 

Until l©75i the Northwest Territories were adminis­

tered froia Fort Garry (Winnipeg), Manitoba, by the Lieutea-

ant-Governor and his riorth-West Council. However, the adop­

tion of the Northwest Territories Act of 1$75 provided that 

the Territories be administered by a resident Lieutenant-

Governor assisted by a council and Invested with both execu­

tive and legislative powers. 

One third of the total area of Canada lies north of 

the provinces. This vast area is divided Into two districts, 

the Eastern Arctic and the Mackenzie District. The Macken­

zie District is that part of the Morthwest Territories west 

of the longitude sine 100 degrees. 

The for® of Government which is administering the 

Mackenzie District was set up under the Northwest Territo­

ries Act of 1951* This act provided for the appointment of 

a Commissioner, with residence in Ottawa, as director of the 

Northern Administration Branch of the Department of Northern 

Affairs and National Resources. The council is composed of 

nine members: four are elected from constituencies In th® 

?'!ackensie District, while the remaining five members are ap­

pointed by the Federal Government. This Council has been 

delegated certain legislative powers rou^ly analogous to 
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those enjoyed by a provincial legislature. It has enacted a 

body of law, known as ordinances, Including provision for 

the establishment of local municipalities and school dis­

tricts. As a consequence of this legislation the towns of 

Yellowknife and Nay Elver have been incorporated and three 

school districts have been established) two in Tellewksiife 

and one in Hay River. These towns and school districts con­

duct their own affairs in much the same manner as do munici­

palities and school districts in southern Canada. 

Except for those areas legally Incorporated as towns, 

Federal Civil Servants still administer the Mackenzie Dis­

trict on behalf of the Northwest Territories Council* The 

Coawaissioner of the Northwest Territories Is also the Deputy 

Minister of the Federal Department of Northern Affairs and 

National Resources and it Is chiefly employees of this Fed­

eral Department that provide Territorial services in the 

north. By agreement between the Department of Northern Af­

fair* and National Resources and the Council of the North­

west Territories, the Education Division of the Northern Ad­

ministration Branch of the Department of Northern Affairs 
i 

and National Resources operates the school system. 

1 Canada, Department of Northern Affairs and na­
tional iieaourcda, Teaeh in Canada's Northland. Ottawa, 
fliimaograpnea, p* ©* 
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Prior to 1946, the only school facilities in the 

Xaekenaie District, other than the Public School In Yellow-
2 

knife, were provided by the Anglican and Catholic Churches. 

The Churches have been working in educating the Indians and 

Eskimos in Canada ever since the first permanent European 

settlements were established in Canada. The missionaries 

have always considered that it was their responsibility to 

civilise as well as Christianise the Indian people with 

whom they came into contact. They first went Into the Mac­

kenzie Hlver District about the middle of the nineteenth 

century and the work of educating the Indian and iskitao 

children coasaenced shortly afterwards as one of the first 

steps in the conversion of the aborigines of the district. 

The first Christian missionary to approach the l&ckensle 

District was a Methodist minister mm^d James Ivans. He 

taught the Chlpewyan Indians on Lake Athabaska in the year 

1&42. Five years latter a Catholic priest, Father Taeh© cat­

echised the Indians at Fort Chlpewyan and Father Henry «J©~ 

ssph Faraud established a permanent mission there In 1849. 

The first missionary priests to venture Into the Mackenzie 

District itself \vere Fathers Faraad and Grandln, who went as 

far north as Great Slave Lake in 1&52.3 la 1&5&» the first 

2 Canada, Department of Northern Affairs and na­
tional Resources, Teach in Canada*a Northland, p. 6. 

3 Eichard Finn!®, Canada Moves North. K«w York. 
MaeMillan Co., 1943* p« 47 # " 

file:///vere
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permanent mission within the Mackensie District was estab­

lished at Fort Resolution by Father Peter Henry Grollier. 

During the next two years Father Grolller also established 

missions at Fort Rae, Fort Providence, Fort Simpson, Fort 

Norman and Fort Good Hope. During the same period of time, 

the Anglican missionaries were also establishing mission 

centres* Archdeacon Hunter established a mission at Fort 

Stepson in 1#5$ and Eeverend W. W* lirkby had missions es­

tablished in Arctic led Elver and Fort McPherson.* These 

two Religious groups are still laboring in the Mackenzie 

District where the vast majority of the natives have become 

members of either the Catholic or the Anglican faith. 

It may be said that wherever the missionary was lo­

cated some educational work was carried on. 

In the majority of missions where they stayed, 
the Catholic missionaries had opened schools to in­
struct the Indian children in ®vti®v to fens them In 
the Christian way of living and, insofar as possible. 
to educate thea to use the benefits of civilisation.5 

The work of the Anglican adssionarles in providing opportu­

nities for the education to the Indian children was reported 

as follows; 

4 Richard Finale, Canada Cloves Horth. p. 47. 

(5) Born Benoit, Yi^ de IVr. T^h*, *^<»,;nnfl dfi St-TW^-f^ 
Montreal, Librairie Beauchemin, 190^, Vol. 2, p. Jj-24. 
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These Indians receive instruction with avidity, 
whether in religion or other subjects; and they have 
taught one another to read the Gospels printed in 
their own language.6 

The federal government has also often spoken about the work 

of the missionaries in the field of education: 

Historically the churches have had a long and 
fruitful association with Indian education* In 
fact, a century ago, the churches provided the ma­
jority of schools.7 

And again: 

It would be unfair to deal with education of the 
Mackenzie District without paying tribute to the 
part played by the Anglican and Catholic missionar­
ies* Great credit is due to the clergy in promoting 
an interest in education and in operating schools, 
•specially before they received any government aid. 
Under the auspices of the Anglican Church, a board­
ing school was opened at Hay Elver In 1#94 and at 
Aklavik in 1936, and day schools were operated at 
such places as Fort K.cPhorson, Tuktoyaktuk, Fort 
Simpson and Fort Saiith. The first boarding school 
in the Mackenzie District was opened at Fort Provi­
dence in 1&S7. Other boarding schools, under aus­
pices of the Catholic Church were opened at Fort 
Resolution in 1903 m*i at Aklavik in 1925* The Cath­
olic Church also established day schools at Port 
Smith in 1915 and at Fort Simpson In 1925 »s 

These statements are all to the "glory* of the mis­

sionaries. They were devoted men not only to God but also 

(6) Bishop Pompas, The Diocese of flach 
3. Gould, Inasmuch, Toronto, 1917, p. 1^1. 

of Mackenzie District, ouotM 'hy 

7 Canada, Department of Citizenship and Immigra­
tion, Indian Affairs Branch, Indian SducaUon. Ottawa, 
Queen** Printer, 1962, p. 9* 

g Canada, Department of Northern Affairs and Ha** 

^V2&k foy*1'*10**^ ?mmM&,$frto*> ,5foa»Maa> Ottawa, 
ll95»i* mimeographed, p» 6«*7* 
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to the natives whose rights they tried to protect in cooper­

ation with other Interested institutions. 

A hundred years ago the Indians and Eskimos lived by 

hunting and fishing but the wanton slaughter of animals for 

sports or hides with modern firearms soon destroyed the sup­

ply of food for the native. Also a® European settlers began 

to settle In the country, their interests cam® into conflict 

with those of the Indian hunters. As a result, over a peri­

od of ©any years, agreements were reached between Indians 

and Eskimos and non-native® under which the privileges and 

rights of both groups are protected. For the Indians, an 

Act was passed which embodied all the rights and agreement® 

with the Indians and th® government. The Indian Affairs 

Branch of the Department of Citizenship and Issiigration ad­

ministers the Indian Act. It provides social welfare serv­

ices, helps Indians to find jobs, makes grants for housing, 

administers trust monies and aids them In establishing com­

mercial enterprises such as fishing co-operatives, Educa­

tion of Indians of the Northwest Territories, however, is 

under the care of the Department of Northern Affairs and Na­

tional tie source s. 

Within the Mackenzie District there were no treaties 

aimed to set up Indian Eessrvatlens as had been done In 

Southern Canada. Moat of the land in the Mackensie Is not 

valuable enough to attract many settlers so the Indian and 
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Eskimo still have vast hunting grounds. There is no need 

for individual land ownership In so large a district with so 

small a population. Even today, when Euro-Canadian citisons 

outnumber the native citizens, two to m&» the Indian and 

Eskimo population still live In their own settlements and 

are able to roam over largo areas of unused land* 

Even though the Mackenzie District has no reserva­

tions, the government policies towards Indian education was 

nueh the ttm& as for reservations outside of the i.ackenzie. 

Nearly one hundred years ago the first residential school 

was established at Fort Providence in the Mackenzie District. 

By 1946» four other Indian Residential Schools were being 

operated by the Anglican and Catholic authorities, two at 

Aklavik, one at Hay Elver and one at Fort Resolution. The 

curriculum of courses was not as rigid In these schools 

since their aim was to develop an educational program suited 

to the particular needs of the students themselves* Special 

attention was given to manual training and social and hygi­

enic practices of the Euro-Canadian besides the regular pri­

mary school subjects of reading, writing and arithmetic* 

A typical curriculum was outlined by Alfred Harrison as it 

was seen by him in 190$: 

The girls are taught how to sew and how to aake 
their own clothes, as well as how to read and write; 
whilst the boys, who are also trained in these aca­
demic, if elementary, exercise®} acquire a variety 
©f crafts which will be useful — in fact, indispen­
sable — to them la after life* They learn, for 
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example, how to grow vegetables and how to fisht 
and, as the Arctic fisherman has entirely to rely on 
his own hands and head, they are instructed in net-
making and boat building, not to mention house­
building. I may add that many of these children are 
a credit to the good Fathers who cheerfully #vo up 
their lives and money to this work." 

The big disadvantage to the Mucatlanal system in 

the Mackensle District up to 1940 was that so few of the na­

tive population were able to obtain an education. There 

were neither the facilities nor the aean* of providing edu­

cation for all the native children of th® north. The gov­

ernment assisted th® Church authorities with grants of money 

and school supplies but they were not sufficient to supply 

adequate residential or educational facilities for all the 

native children. In a survey conducted in th© i'juskmaiM 

District in 1944, it was reported that 

According to the official census returns of 1941» 
there were In the forth Vest Territories 1,007 Indi­
an children between th© ages of five and fourteen 
years, inclusive. Moreover, according to the same 
census, there war® in the Horth $est Territories 443 
Eskimo children between the ages of five and four­
teen inclusive. This makes a tots! of 1,450 native 
children of school age in the Morth V/eot Territories. 
Only 17G of these were receiving schooling frora the 
denominational schools in 1943-4-10 

Since 1949 > a great development has taken place with 

regard to Education In th® Kackensle District. A gradual 

9 alchard Finnic, Canada Kovea ,Worth, p. 55. 

10 AnsOrmt Moore, Survey of Education In the Hac-
kenai® District, reprinted 'from the Canadian' Journal"of'jEfo-
aaalcs and Political Science. TorontoTTol. II, So. 1, Feb­
ruary * 1945. 
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consolidation of various types of schools under one authori­

ty began In 1954* In 1955, schools formerly operated by the 

Indian Affairs Branch were transferred to the Department of 

Morthem Affairs. Then, in 1956, all mission school teach­

ers became Federal School employees and the mission schools 

were consolidated with the Federal Government school system. 

Today the entire Mackenzie school system (with the exception 

of schools operated by school boards In organized school 

districts) come under the administration of the Educational 

Division of the Northern Administration Branch of the De­

partment of Northern Affairs and national Resources. It is 

responsible to the Government of the Northwest Territories 

and to the Federal Government for the educational program 

for the Northwest Territories in much the sasae way as a pro­

vincial department of education acts for a province in other 

parts of Canada. 

It would not ba fair to write merely on the educa­

tion of the native population of the Mackenzie District when 

most of the people living there are not natives. However, 

the education of white children do not present as Much of a 

problem because nearly all of the Euro-Canadian population 

live in urban centres where local day schools provide them 

in i i in 1 1 »»'" • 

11 Canada, Uepartoent of northern Affairs and Ms-
tionel Sesources,/Education in northern Canada/' in Cana-
dlan Education and Research. June, 1963. 
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with sufficient means to attain an education* Most of these 

towns have developed because of the natural resources found 

in the surrounding areas. Yellowknife became a bustling 

town in the wilderness due to the discovery of some of the 

richest gold ore In Canada and at present there are three 

geld nines in operation. Hay Elver Is the centre of a big 

fish industry which brings an annual gross inaoa^ of about 

one and a half million dollars. Such reserves of natural 

resources as these do draw a great number of white people to 

the area so that lar$e and modern communities do develop. 

In two &t these white centres, Yellowknlfe and Hay Elver, 

the Catholic population have united to establish Catholic 

Separate Schools. These schools are operated and regulated 

almost in th® same way as are the Catholic schools In South­

ern Canada. 

This thesis deals with a history of th© progress of 

education, particularly Catholic education in the tfaokeasie 

District. The first chapter of this thesis is concerned 

with the people of the Mackenzie District* There are three 

ethnic eonponents of the population: Indian, Eskimo and 

Sure-Canadian, Both the Eskimo and Indian have the same ra­

cial origin but they differ In culture, language and physi­

cal appearance. Th© Indians live within the northern for­

ests and their whole culture Is adapted to conditions there, 

while th® Eskimos live on the coasts of the barren lands. 
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In temperament too, their character!sties are very differ­

ent • The Eskiato has a very open friendly manner and a 

cheerful optimistic nature, while th® Indian seems to be 

quiet, withdrawn and suspicious of others. Today the abo­

rigines of the north are a minority group and are faced with 

the problem of learning to live in a new Euro-Canadian envi­

ronment. 

Host of the white Kuro-Canadlan population is con­

cerned with the exploitation of the natural resources and 

they live in the urban centres of Tellowknife, Fort Smith, 

Hay River and Inuvlk. In the remainder of th© north there 

Is only a handful of white residents and for very few of 

these is the area a permanent home. Though th© newly estab­

lished white population shares the north with th© native 

people®, the two groups remain distinct in rasay ways and are 

learning only slowly from one another. 

Chapters two and three outline the efforts of the 

Catholic missionary and of the government officials tovrnrd 

the establishment of proper educational facilities for the 

children of the three ethnic groups of the Mackenzie Dis­

trict. These chapters deal with Ckwsrnaont legislation and 

activities with regard to education and how this has 

XZ Jacob Fried, "White-Dominant Settlements in the 
Canadian Northwest Territories,1* in .Anthrppolottica. tttawa, 
Vol. f, Ho. 1, 1963, p. 65. 
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resulted in a system of Government-operated Federal Day 

Schools and Government-owned but Church-operated student 

residences. They are also concerned with the development, 

organisation and purpose of the Separate Schools at yellow-

knife and Hay Elver and of the Grandln Home Junicrate and 

the new Grandin College that have been established at Fort 

Smith. This thesis will discuss the way in which the Catho­

lic Church and the government are attempting to adopt appro­

priate educational measures to help the natives acquire the 

learning and skill that will help them become self-respect­

ing and self-supporting Canadian citizens. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE mofm or THE MAOXXXZXS S O T HXCT 

1, The Indian® 

a. Nsiae, Population and Distribution of the Tribes 

The first human inhabitants of Canada were the Indi­

ans. Scientists believe that war© or famine, some fifteen 

thousand years ago, probably forced a small band of Asian 

people to cross the Bering Strait In search of safety or 

food. The fifty miles of water separating the two conti­

nents of Asia and North America either frose over providing 

a bridge between Siberia and Alaska for the crossover, or 

adventurers crossed over the strait in boats to find the 

North American continent and to make their home in the new 

land. Scientists also have sufficient evidence to fern a 

belief that these first Jteerlean residents, probably in fol­

lowing the migration of wildlife, gradually wandered south 

and settled in what is now called the United States and 

Southern Canada. The present inhabitants of the Xoeksnsle 

District were probably the last of the Indian tribes to 

drift from Asia across the Bering Strait into the Hew World 

before Europeans began sailing across the ocean to come to 

1 Eileen Jonness, Indian Tribes of Canada. Toronto, 
Hyerson Press, 1933, P* 1* 
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America. This conjecture is based on the fact that the Mac-

kensle District Indians are the only Indians to speak dia­

lects of the Athapaskan language.2 This language preserves 

definite traces of Asiatic origin, having a tonal system 

that gives it a sli^itly sing-song character and many words 

are similar to the languages that today prevail throughout 

China, Siaa and Tibet. There is m knowledge to be gathered 

from the Indians themselves of their origin or early move­
s' *"* 

nenta because of the long spanAinvolved and also because 

they had no knowledge of writing to record their activities 

before the arrival of the European settlers.* 

In appearance the average Athapaskan Indian is in no 

way remarkable. His stature is moderate and his build rath­

er slender. His face is of a tan color and usually oval 

shaped; his hair is straight and black and his cheekbones 

are slightly prominent* His dark eyes often reveal traces 

of the Mongolian fold,* 

2 Eileen Jenness, Indian Tribes of Canada, p. #7* 

3 tf. C. Bethune, Editor, Canada*s Western Morth-
land. Ottawa, Queen's Printer, &937V P* 50. 

4 Ibidem. p. 52. Jfote* Mongolian is one of th© 
five principal races in the world. It is an Asiatic race 
belonging to the yellow-skinned straight-haired type of man­
kind. The Mongolian fold is a fold of the eye-lid that 
makes the eye appear slanted. 
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The six Indian tribes living within the Xaskensle 

District are distributed as follows:* In the southeast part 

of the district live 700 members of the two thousand member 

Chlpewyan Indian tribe. The other members of the tribe live 

in the Eastern Arctic region. Directly north of the Great 

Bear Lake live the Yellow-knife. Indians, a tribe closely re­

lated to the Chlpewyan Indians. This tribe received its 

name frost the fact that its tools and weapons were made fro® 

nuggets of gold-colored native copper. In the forest area 

surrounding Great Slave Lake, lives th® largest tribe of the 

Mackenzie District — the sixteen hundred member tribe of 

the Slave Indians* Most of the Slav® Indians continue to 

earn their living as they did is the past, by hunting the 

woodland cariboo and the moose, and by fishing in Great 

Slave Lake. Horth of th© Slave Indians, occupying the area 

between Great Slave Lake and Great Bear Lake resides the 

nine hundred member tribe of the Dogrlb Indians. Horth of 

Great Bear Lake live the Hare Indians — a tribe whose sub­

sistence consists mainly of killing hare whence their name 

arrives* Within the mountainous area near the Yukon border 

live the eight hundred members of the Nahani Indian tribe. 

The Indians of the Hahani tribe are primarily hunters of big 

game animals and since they live in a somewhat isolated and 

5 See Appendix 2 for more detailed description of 
the Indian tribes. 
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mountainous area they asix little with anyone outsids of 

their own tribe." 

b. Main Elements of Indian Culture 

Before the coming of the Euro-Canadians into the 

Maekensle District the Indian was quite self-sufficient. He 

lived in the northern forests where he could find wood for 

fuel, shelter, and the snewshees and toboggans on which he 

would travel in winter, and also where he could obtain bark 

for the canoe that would carry him over the Innumerable 

lakes and streams in summer. 

The Indian of the Maekensle District got his food by 

hunting and fishing in a land where game was often scarce. 

Life was undoubtedly a struggle for existence and the Indian 

had to get all the types of food available in order to ob­

tain enough food to live. The hunter snared wild animals 

and then killed then with bow and arrow or spear. The Indi­

an also picked berries for food or fish in the lakes when he 

was unable to hunt and kill caribou or other game for his 

food. For fishing he used either nets made of twisted wil­

low bark or caribou raw-hide, or he used a bone fish-hook 

6 Canada, Department of Citizenship and Hvalgra-tl«»» Traditional UwiwUtl* and Cultural Affiliation of Ca­
nadianIndian Bands. Ottawa. 1963 T ndweoarrnnhed, p . 1^1 si® 
also; nap'she\i&„ 



THB PEOPLE OF THE MACKENZIE PISTEICT 19 

which he would troll from a canoe in summer or jig through a 

hole in the ice in the winter.' 

The Indian was most ingenious in using everything 

that he brought home front a hunt. The woman would treat 

caribou or moose hide to make light and warm garments mid 

sometimes she would decorate the clothing with shells and 

painted designs. The summer home of the Indian was small 

and made from animal skins* In the winter he generally 

lived in a small rectangular hut of birch bark or logs. His 

tools were made of bone, stone or copper and his canoe would 

be made of birch bark or animal skins stretched over a wood­

en framework. His belongings would be few and light since 

he led a nomadic life, hunting and fishing wherever the game 

was most plentiful. 

c. The Athapaskan Indian 
Political and Social Organisations 

The Indian political and social life was exceedingly 

simple. He would usually go with a band of Indians and ac­

knowledge the leadership of one of the band, usually th© 

more experienced and successful hunter or warrior. The 

leader had little power for he could not impose sanctions or 

7 W. C. Bethune, Canada^ Western Morth^and. p. 55» 

& Douglas Leechraan, If stive Tribes of Canada. Toron­
to, W* J, Gage & Co., 1950 

a, native 
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make laws. His recognition was principally one of prestige. 

There was only one leader in a band but he could easily fall 

fron his place of leadership to be replaced by acne new hero. 

Disputes were few within each band of Indiana, the ties of 

kinship generally sufficed to maintain harmony within the 

band* Differences of opinion were often settled by an in­

fernal council of hunters which will make a judgement and 

order compensation or a settlement in some other way. 

Women seemed to have a hard life in the social struc­

ture of the Indian community. The man was considered "the 

hunter"1 while the wife would usually have to do the hard 

work In connection with the hunt. She would carry th® packs, 

prepare the hides for clothing or tents and take care of the 

family. If the husband was a capable hunter, he might have 

several wives to share in the work of tanning and sewing the 

skins he brought in from his hunting and In carrying his 

possessions. Men would often fight to gain a wife and the 

woman had to follow and work for the victor*^ Sometimes the 

Indian woman who had a female child would kill her or let 

her die, saying it was better for her to die without having 

known the hard work, hunger and pains she would have to sxif™ 
in 

fer if she was allowed to grow up. Also the desertion of 

9 W. Q. Bethune, Canada's Western Horthland. p* 56. 

10 Douglas Leectean^ fatly* Tribes of Canada* 
p. 221. 
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the Infirm or aged of both sexes was frequent within several 

of the native groups who found it difficult to obtain suffi­
ll 

clent food or sufficient ttoe to take care of them. 

Recreation among the Athapaskan Indians was very 

United. Medicine men sometimes entertained with various 

tricks and the Indians had a few very simple games. Their 

main diversions were dancing or gambling. Their social 

gatherings were usually festivals or annual feasts for the 

dead and lunar feasts on the date of each new moon. Singing 

was reserved mainly for mourning the dead. Nearly all of 

their social functions had some* practical or religious pur­

pose. 

d. Religious Beliefs of the Indian 

The Indians had little time to develop or spend on 

any formalised type o£ religion. Yet, magical practices 

were cosimon in their life. Their religion could be classed 

in the group called waĴ lmi®«l,, for they believed that the 

forest and all natural objects were inhabited by spirits and 

the people observed saany taboos to avoid giving offence to 

11 Diamond ,J®s&aesa» Indiana of Canada. Ottawa, na­
tional Museum of Canada, 1934, P* 586, 3^3 and 395. 

12 Canada, Department of northern Affairs and na­
tional Resources, Peoples of the northwest Territories, Ot­
tawa, Queen's Printer, 19&0, p. 9. 
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these spirits.*^ Youths fasted and prayed that they a&^it 

receive help from these spirits in their hunting. Some of 

the tribes would make sacrifices to the spirits or use magi­

cal charms believing that they could boring good fortune on a 

hunt. Almost every tribe had medicine sen whom the natives 

believed could foretell what would happen or inflict or cure 

diseases,1^ The Slave Indian would not shoot a wolf, be­

cause he thought that the spirit of his grandmother ml^at be 

in the wolf and he did not want to kill the spirit of his 

grandmother. He also believed that if he were to shoot a 

moose, his gun would mr&r shoot straight again. Pierre 

Berton writes that some of these beliefs were yet present in 

1956. 

When the priests aren't about, medicine men 
still chant over the sick, waving charms made of 
ducks' heads and beaver and occasionally mink skins 
sprinkled with water.*5 

The Indians had a variety of beliefs about what hap­

pened after death, Some anticipated a happy hunting ground 

far beyond some distant lake or stream where they would re­

join friends and kin. Others believed In reincarnation. 

They generally accepted death without horror or apprehension, 

13 Douglas Leechman, fatly Tribes .of. Canada, 
p. 224* 

14 Eileen aenness, Indian Tribes of Canada, p. 9&* 

15 Pierre Berton, The Mysterious Northt Hew York, 
Alfred A* Knopf, 1956, p. 32TT 
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accepting It as the natural end of life. Actually they were 

usually so preoccupied with the present that they gave lit-
16 tie attention to the future. 

2. Th© Eskimos 

a. fame and Culture of the Eskimo Groups 

The Eskimos can be gp&vt,p®d into tribes in the same 

way as the Indians though this Is less frequently done. The 

same close relationship exists: the family is the social 

unit, and several families frequently unite to form a tempo­

rary group for greater security and for mutual assistance. 

There are two distinct groups of Eskimos within the Macken­

zie District. The Mackenzie Eskimo is grouped in the area 

around the delta of the Mackenzie Elver while the Copper Es­

kimo makes his home near the Arctic coast around the Corona­

tion Qulf.17 

The Eskimos depend mainly on sea mammals for food. 

In the summer, seals, walrus and whales are harpooned from 

kayaks, and in the winter, seals are hunted both at their 

breathing holes in the ice and at the io® flows. Th® most 

important land animal to the Eskimo is the caribou. They 

16 Canada, Department of Northern Affairs and na­
tional Resources, gsowtas of the Northwest Territories, p. 9» 

17 See Appendix 2, parts 0 and H. 
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are driven into ambushes and there they aro killed. Fishing 

is also a significant occupation, and berries and birds also 

supply the Eskimo with food. 

The total number of Eskimos in the Mackenzie Dis­

trict would be approximately twenty-seven hundred members. 

The physical appearance of the Eskimo shows even more evi­

dence than the Indian that he is part of the Mongolian race. 

In all possibility, the Eskimo came to the Horth American 

continent the same way as the Indian had preceded him. Re­

searchers believe that the Eskimo also came from Asia across 

the Bering Strait but probably not more than three or four 

thousand years ago. Their peculiar customs and mode of life 

have so many links with the customs of mmy of the Athapas­

kan Indian tribes that one suspect© not merely borrowing on 

both sides, but the derivation of their cultures from the 

wm, or Wadr-d sourc.. In ,.* ag...1' 

The Eskimo first became widely known from the ac­

counts of the British naval expeditions a hundred years ago. 

When they were first discovered they had already developed a 

most remarkable culture. They were often called "the raw 

flash-eaters" because they would eat their meat or fish raw. 

1# Received from Hr. Leamy, Statistician of Depart­
ment of Northern Affairs and national Resources, by phone 
March 16, 1964* 

19 Diamond Jennesa, Indians of Canada, p. 405* 
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Their tools and weapons were simple yet extensive enough to 

cover any need. Spears, harpoons and bow and arrow were 

used as weapons and they were sufficient to kill sea or land 

animals* These animals provided other things as well as 

food. The blubber was the main source of fuel and was burnt 

in soapstone lamps to give both heat and light. Sealskins 

were used for boat covers, tents, summer clothing and boots. 

Ivory from walrus and baleen from whales were important ma­

terials for weapons and implements and whale bone provided 

sled runners. The home of the Eskimo was a skin tent in the 

summer and a hut or snow house in the winter* In the sum­

mer, goods were transported by water in the umiak boat. The 

umiak, like the small kayak, was made of skin stretched over 

a bone or driftwood framework, and would sometimes be built 

large enough to carry as many as thirty people with their 

possessions. In the winter these boats were put away and 

the Eskimo would use dog-teams for transport over the snow-

covered land and ice-covered sea. 

b. The Social and Political Organisation of the Eskimos 

The social organisation of the Eskimo was based upon 

the family. Everyone in the Eskimo family had his special 

tasks and duties to perform in the home. The head of th® 

family was expected to fish and hunt to provide food and 

skins for clothing. The Eskimo woman would cook, make 
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clothing, repair the tent or kayak and take care of the 

children. The young girls would help their mother in cook­

ing, carrying water or in sewing while the young Eskimo boys 

would often hunt for birds or other small game close to the 

camp and thus help in supplying food for the family. Mar­

riages were usually arranged by the parents. Intermarriage, 

polygamy, and the exchanging of wives and husbands from time 

to time were the custom and partners were allowed to leave 

each other for another partner should a marriage seem to be 

going unsuccessfully. The Eskimo children were generally 

loved mvy much by their parents and they were never bodily 

punished. The children usually responded to the treatment 

and were charming and cooperative rather than spoiled. In 

seme areas where food was difficult to obtain, infantic ids 

of female children was practised because a high population 

of hunters was necessary for th® survival of a particular 

band or tribe* Raising a daughter would mean that a son 

could not be raised for a few years since the mothers nursed 

their children until they were two or three years old.20 

The old and infirm were usually well cared for by 

the community but they generally found life very hard. When 

the old found that they had become a burden on the community 

20 Canada, Department of northern Affairs and na­
tional Resources, Peo^es of the Sferthwest Territories. 
p* IS. 
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they would sometimes commit suicide or ask the group to 

leave them behind to die when they moved to a new hunting 

ground. 

Leadership was not a matter of heredity, When 

groups of families lived together one man usually became 

leader owing to his strength of character, his success in 
21 

hunting, or his practice of spiritual powers of a shaman. 

His advice was sought and frequently followed but there was 

no compulsion and anyone was free to go hie own way. De­

spite the lack of formal organisation an Eskimo community 

was much more than a group of individual families. Their 

activities were often arranged to help one another so that, 

for instance, some would go inland to kill caribou for 

clothing while others hunted sea mammals for food and oil. 

In times ©f scarcity food was shared fully and hoarding by 

individuals was unthinkable. Public opinion, rather than 

informal laws, was the force that regulated behaviour. Ly­

ing and stealing were unknown but occasionally serious quar­

rels arose which resulted in bloodshed. 

For entertainment, the Eskimo would participate in 

drum-dancing, singing and story telling. The Eskimo had a 

rich folklore and legends explaining natural phenomena and 

mm*************mmimmim —ui •HIIIMII««I»W 

21 Canada, Department of northern Affairs and na­
tional Resources, Peoples of the .northwest Territories* 
p. 19. A shaman was a man or woman claiming to possess su­
pernatural powers* 
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describing the exploits of heroic figures were handed down 

faithfully from generation to generation. Drum dances were 

also popular pastimes. The main figure was a singer who ac­

companied his song with beating on a drum while he danced, 

and the audience joined In the chorus. Other great pastimes 

for them were juggling, wrestling, a form of football, all 

which would furnish musement tor young and old. 

c. Religious Belief® of the Eskimo 

The Eskimo community had religious officials who 

were known as shamans. Shamans were men and women who 

claimed, through the aid of their familiar spirits, to diag­

nose the causes of misfortune and sickness, to see what was 

happening far away, and to intervene between the lay Eskimo 

and the supernatural world. Some trained for this profes­

sion by apprenticing themselves t© recognised practitioners, 

while others adduced their authority fro® sudden calls or 

visitations that came to the® unheralded when they were wan­

dering alone over their hunting-grounds. They practiced th® 

art of divining and sometimes induce in themselves a sort of 

hysteria in which they would give utterances which were in­

terpreted as oracles. The shaman would ascribe all sickness 

and misfortune to magical causes or to the violation of cer­

tain taboos. The religion of the Eskimo centred around 

whether they were pleasing or displeasing to the supernatural 
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beings who could help or h a m them* As a result of this be­

lief the Eskimos had many taboos in order to avoid offending 

the spirits. They believed that it was taboo to sew new 

deerskin clothing in the winter, cook caribou m& seal meat 

together or do certain activities at certain times ©f the 

year* His religion was one of fear, In fact so much so that 

it hindered more than It helped them in their hard struggle 

to exist.22 

3. The Euro-Canadian© 

The third ethnic group of people living within the 

Maekensle District is the Suro-C&nadian. Nearly all of the 

white population in this area are either employed by the 

government or are concerned with the exploitation of th© 

natural resources of the district* 

a* History of White Settlement 

The early history of the exploration and early de-

ylopaent of the Mackenzie District is interwoven with the 

early history ef the fur trade. Under charter granted by 

Charles II on Hay 2, 1670, the Hudson*s Bay Company was 

formed and became ruler of a vast and little known land area 

then called Eupert's Land. In 1771» Samuel Hearne, an 

W W »mW0*mtmmm*it\wmm**»*mi<m.tt\*mtom\im»m 

22 Diamond Jenness, Indians of Canada, p. 421-422, 
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officer of the Hudson's Bay Company, reached the Arctic 

Ocean at the mouth of the Coppermine River after a long 

overland journey from Churchill with a group of Chlpewyan 

Indians. Another fur-trading company, the Horthwest Company, 

was established in 17&4 and its employees went even further 

northwest in order to establish trading posts. An employee 

of this company, Alexander Maekensle, left their most north­

erly post, Port Chlpewyan, and in 17#9 he became the first 

non-native to travel down the Maekensle River to its delta 

at the Arctic Ocean. The discoveries and explorations by 

the fur companies explorers resulted in a great expansion of 

the fur trade by the two rival companies. 

Trading posts were first established in th® terri­

tory of the Athapaskan Indians about the year 1300 and many 

of the traders and their families made their home In the 

north country. Trading posts became centres of population 

and It was here that the missions and later the Horthwest 

Mounted Police posts were established* The posts became the 

centres of European Influence and this pattern has prevailed 

until vmry recently. 

Within the Kackensie District there were two Chris­

tian denominations at work, the Catholic Church and the 

Church of England. The majority of the Eskimos are pro­

fessed Anglicans, while the majority of the Indians are pro­

fessed Catholics. The missionary went to great lengths to 



THE PEOPLE OF THE MACKENZIE DISTRICT 31 

obtain converts but this was not their only concern* Both 

churches were Interested in educating the natives and 

four residential schools were established in the district. 

Also missionaries of both churches did minister to the sick 

and hospitals were established at several northern centres 

for the native population. The missionaries also engaged In 

social work wherever possible* Th© work of the missionary 

has always been of great benefit to the natives in helping 

them to oyrcome the difficulties they encounter in adjust­

ing to a new civilisation. This fact is verified by the 

statement of Vilhjalmur Stefansson; 

Many travelers are hostile in their attitude to­
wards missionaries, saying that they do far more 
harm than good in such places as China and Turkey, 
the interior of Africa, mad the northern coast of 
Canada. I m not one mi these. My opinion is that 
it would be a good thing for the Eskimos If they 
could be protected from our "civilisation" as a 
whole. But if our civilisation goes to the®, as it 
is bound to do, I would be the last to say that the 
missionaries should not go wherever the trader and 
and whaler and prospector go, I think the mission­
aries help more than any class of persons to temper 
to the shorn lamb the bitter wind of our civilisa­
tion »*3 

There were also a number of government workers, wel­

fare workers, prospectors and miners who entered the Macken­

zie District and they have had no great influence on the na­

tive population. It was, however, during the Second World 

mmt* *mmi«m*m^mim\*mvmmm***mi IWIIMII W n •• 

23 ?llhjalaur Stefanason, The Morthward Course of 
Empire. New fork, MacMillan Co. Ltd., 1922, quoted In nlch-
ard Finnic, Canada Moves Noyth. p. 4A. 
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War that a great many whites entered the north. Engineers 

built a number of airfields and roads for military purposes 

and many of the natives were hired to work on theaa projects. 

The oilfield at Norman Wells, discovered in 1919* was devel­

oped and a pipeline was built to the ocean* $ew discoveries 

of gold in 1944 gave Yellowknlfe a big boost, th® biggest 

boom in the north since th® initial discovery of gold at 

tellowknlfe ten years before* The Eldorado pitchblende mine 

at Port Radium first gained fame as a source of radium but 

it became far more important during the war owing to its 

uranium which was needed for the release of atomic m®v$y. 

The well advertised exploitation of these national resources 

resulted in a great deal odt mineral exploration «nd brought 

a large number of prospectors into the Mackenzie District. 

The establishment of fishing In the Qreat Slav® Lake and the 

extension of government services In the north have also re­

sulted in the growth of centres of white population. 

The recent introduction of the UBtf Line and the Mid-

Canada Line radar sites have brought many more white people 

into the north. They also brought a great deal of money and 

business to many previously isolated Eskimo and Indian set­

tlements located near these installations. The engineers 

and technicians at these radar bases hired a large number of 

the native population so that in working together the native 

and white have learned much from each other. Many of the 
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natives discontinued their trap-lines and became wage earn­

ers. Their association with the whites brought them many of 

the white man's way of thinking and acting and their wages 

made them Independent of the native tribe. The traders mad® 

a great deal of merchandise available to the natives includ­

ing guns, tape recorders, western food and clothing and with 

their wage-earning capacity many ©f th® natives buy these 

goods for their own use. 

The opening of the Mackenzie District to settlement 

and use has brought about a great change in the life of the 

Indian and Eskimo of the Worth. The expansion of the fur 

trade took place towards the end of th® eighteenth century 

and within a short time trading posts had spread to places 

as far north as the Arctic coast. 

Wherever the white settlers came into contact with 

the Indian and Eskimo, they seemed to also bring the native 

a great deal of hardship and sometimes disaster. The Indian 

population in 1600 was estimated to be two hundred and twen-

ty thousand but within three hundred years it had fallen to 

one hundred thousand. * The white contact with the Eskimo 

had a similar disastrous effect. 

mm***tm*mwm**»*mmi •* nMnftim 

24 Bouglas Leechman, native Tribes of Canada, p. 15-
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b. Effects of White Settlement 

The real requirements of the northern natives wer© 

extremely simple* They made and had at hand absolutely eve­

rything they needed for food, shelter and clothing. On the 

whole, they were content and happy* However, the traders 

brought trinkets, foodstuffs, wad tools and weapons, and the 

natives were soon desiring these new materials. The rifle 

seemed to be a surer weapon than the bow and arrow and the 

fish-net was better than the spear but even these seemingly 

worthwhile things did bring the natives real problems. \rild 

game soon became diminished when the natives were able to 

kill them so easily* Oftentimes the animals were killed for 

sport or for its hide and the meat was allowed to go to 

waste. The native had always depended upon himself but new 

equipment made him dependent em the fur trader. The trader 

would sometimes outfit th© native £t>r hunting, trapping or 

fishing and then the native was forced to bring his catch to 

the trader and the priee which the trader set would be the 

price that the native would have to accept. Soon the native 

became nothing more than an employee of the trader since the 

trader would supply all the equipment that the native would 

ne&d &n& the native would then have to give up a certain 

amount of his catch. Sir Alexander Maekensle in his book 

Observations on the for Trade, report© that soaratimes the 



THE PEOPLE OF THE MACKENZIE DISTRICT 35 

wrong methods were even used to subject the natives to the 

trader. He wrote; 

This trading was carried on in a country very 
remote from all legal restraint; wiser* there was 
nothing to prevent the employment of all manner of 
means that might lead to success. The bad conduct 
of the traders not only caused them to lose oppor­
tunities of making profits bat also the esteem of 
the Indians and the respect of their eaployeif, who 
were only too ready to follow tfe©ir e?ianpl*.2* 

Even greater evils were brought to th© natives by 

th© n#w European settlers. It is reported thai the Indians 

All alike paid the same heavy price for their 
contact with civilisation, Mmejgtn before they had 

actually encountered Europeans*36 

One of the disastrous result® the Indians suffered 

waa the disease® brought by the Enr©peim9 to which the Indi­

ans were extremely susceptible. 3m&lip©3?* typhus and tuber­

culosis ravaged the Indian© &ad one can only guess as to th* 

number of deaths that they caused* Influensa also eauued 

mmy deaths amongst th© Indians, About thr#e hmdred Tmll-

arts In the B?ackensle valley, almost ten per cent of the pop­

ulation, died of Influence in 192$. Although ttore were no 

accurate records kept it Is believed that disease brought by 

0lS5to..y»»$. Kcatreal, Ubralri® Btauchemln (Ltd), 1903T 

26 Diamond Jeanesa, X ^ f f i g ^ O M a d j s p. 252. 
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the European resulted in the death of about half the Indians 

and two thirds of the Eskimos of the north.2'' The native 

population rarely, if at all, suffered from typhus, smallpox 

or pulmonary afflictions before the discovery of America by 

the Europeans, so these diseases exacted a heavier toll 

among the natives because they had never developed the 

slightest immunity. 

An equally destructive menace as disease was the in­

troduction of alcohol into aboriginal society. Brandy and 

whisky were some of items exchanged for furs. Concerning 

the Northwest Company it was written: 

During several years a crowd of other travellers 
ventured into the 'fast with their merchandise, and 
especially with liquor, which they distributed 
amongst the Indians.2® 

The Indians had no alcoholic beverage In pre*European times, 

thus their drinking it caused very harmful effect®, as they 

abandoned nmvy restraint when drinking the whit® manfs 

firewater. 

They do not call it drinking unless they become 
drunk, and do not think they have been drinking un­
less they fight and are hurt.29 

27 Diamond Jenness, Indiana, of Canada, p. 252 and 
422. 

28 Abbe 0. Dugas, The Canadian West, p. 116. 

29 8. Kenya, Description and National History of 
gM>. £faf|aof® M K m . M m m i cditeT'oy1 ¥. "F'. 'IJlG^oni7Toron-
to, The Champlaln Society,190*, quoted in Diamond Jennoss, 
op. cit.. p. 253. 
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The harmful effects were easily seen in the life of the In­

dian. 

Whisky and brandy destroyed the self-respect of 
the Indians, weakened &v&ry family and tribal tie, 
and mad* them, willing or unwilling, the slaves of 
the tradings-posts where liquor was dispensed to them 
by the keg* Even the fur traders recognised its 
evils and gladly supprted the government when it 
finally prohibited all sale to the Indians under 
penalty of a heavy fine.30 

It is regrettable that these undesirable influences were 

working against the Indians at this period. As Diamond Jen-

ness states, 

Disease and alcohol demoralised and destroyed 
the Indians just when they needed all their energy 
and courage to cop® with the new conditions that 
suddenly came into existence around them.31 

The opening of the Mackenzie District to settlement 

of the Euro-Canadian fur-trader did bring harmful effects to 

the native population but it also brought many good effects 

on their lives. First, there were many European commodities 

that did help to lessen the hardships and dangers that Indi­

ans faced in their daily life. There were metal tools, guns, 

medicines, and clothing that did go to Improve the natives 

lot in life, ftany of the early traders, too, were much more 

than a trader and natives came to him for advice, assistance 

and medical car®. The trader also Introduced them slowly to 

i • i—i i***mmm*mniminnt\*m*mmmmn*M**wMii*i*m>. 

30 Dtmmd <J@im©3®, Indians of Canada, p. 253-254. 

31 Ibidem, p. 254. 
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a new way of life and thus prepared the native for the mod­

ern civilisation which inevitably was going to becoffi© a part 

of their life. Whether they knew it or not, the fur traders 

were the first teachers of the Indian and Eskimo and their 

pioneering did help to adapt th* native to a more raodern way 

of living. 

The early fur trader must also be given credit for 

the exploration and the peaceful settlement of the Kackenaie 

District. Their trail-biasing work made it possible for 

other men to settle and work among the native population. 

Among the first non-trader Euro-Canadian men to settle in 

the Maekensle were the Catholic and Anglican missionaries. 

The Hudson*s Bay Company greatly assisted the missionary in 

getting established in hi® work. This company did not di­

rectly sponsor any missionary but they would carry mission­

aries of all faith® free of charge in the company brigades, 

give them a house to live in until the mission was built and 

provide them with an interpreter. This helped the mission­

ary to bring the Christian faith to the native and nearly 

all of them quickly transferred their allegiance to one or 

other of the Christian churches* This fur trading company 

also often provided school facilities and free transporta­

tion for those people interested in educating the native, 
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thus doing their best in helping and encouraging the educa­

tion of the Indian and Eskimo.'2 

c. Education for the native Children 

A great many people who work with the native popula­

tion are of the opinion that the natives would be far better 

off had the white men stayed away from the native settle­

ments. They are probably right. However, whether it is for 

better or worse, the new civilisation has thrust itself upon 

the native and he must be trained to make the best out of 

this circumstance. Traders, missionaries and government of­

ficials have submerged the native culture and aany of their 

ancient patterns of thinking and living have vanished or are 

vanishing. The natives are now exposed to new cultural in­

fluences and their lives, together with the environment in 

which they live, have changed or are changing. This has re­

sulted in a situation where the native is caught between two 

cultures and he can neither earn a good living hy hunting, 

fishing or trapping nor can he earn sufficient wages within 

the white social-economic structure. This state of affairs 

is causing considerable suffering for the native i 

and to try to help these people, the government and the 

churches are both working together to try to achieve an edu­

cational program that will give the natives the necessary 

32 Hudson's Bay Go., Shirle® A. Snith, Librarian, 
Received hy mail February 10, 1964. 
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education to compote with the white person for wage employ­

ment. Th*ir aim is to raise the standard of living and fur­

nish the native with th* skills and education to enable them 

to integrate fully in society. If the government and the 

churches can attain this aim the white man will have made 

considerable progress in erasing the harm he unwittingly 

brought to the native. 

The Canadian Constitution made the Indian and Eskimo 

wards of the Dominion Government m& provisions for the na­

tive population are listed in the Indian Act. This act pro­

vides for the establishment of schools and this the govern­

ment did by first providing day schools for the natives. 

These day schools were conducted under the auspices of one 

of the religious denomination*- in the Horthwest. However, 

these schools were unable to product satisfactory results. 

Formal education in the classroom was something new to the 

native and he was unable to attain th* habits and attitudes 

to encourage them to regular attendance at classes. Indian 

parents, too, did not understand the purpose nor realise the 

importance of education and often would not allow their 

children permission to go to school. Also, th© Indians be­

longed to a nomadic race and children, particularly la the 

Mackenaie District, would often go with their parents to 

hunt, fish or pick berries and as a result they would miss 

school* 
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Th* missionaries, in seeking a solution to the prob­

lem of teaching Indian children, came to the conclusion that 

it would be easier to eivlliaie and Christianise the Indian 

children if th*y were removed from the pagan milieu and 

placed in a residential type of school. The advantages of 

thia type of school were the assured regular attendance at 

class, isolation from the retrograding influences of the 

settlement or the home, and the continual Influence of the 

missionaries and teachers. The government also was able to 

sea that th* day school system was unsuccessful and in X$BQt 

th* Deputy Superintendent General of the Department of Indi­

an Affairs., described th* type of educational institution 

which he had in mind that would give the Indians the re­

quired education} 

The Indian youth, to enable him to cope success­
fully with his orother of white origin, must be dis-
sociated free from the prejudicial influences by 
which he la surrounded on the reserve of his band. 
And the necessity £m the establishment more gener­
ally of institutions, whereat Indian children, be­
sides being instructed in the usual branches of edu­
cation, will be lodged, fed, clothed, kept separate 
from horn* influences, taught trades and instructed 
in agriculture, is &w@ry year becoming more appar-
ent.33 

33 Elmer Jamlesen, Indian Education In Canada, an 
M#A. thesis submitted to the History Department,'McMaster 
University, Hamilton, May 15, 1922 ino page number on micro­
film copyj. 
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This statement indicates that some of the government offi­

cials were becoming aware of the need of a residential type 

of se*hool for the Indians. 

The government allowed grants for th© operation of 

Residential schools and "four such schools were established 

in the Mackenzie District. These schools provided children 

who were from isolated locations to come into one place awl 

there be educated. These schools proved to be v®ry success* 

ful as these schools not only provided education facilities 

but also provided opportunity for athletics or sports. 

There were also teacher-counsellors who not only assisted 

students with their studies but also helped them to adjust 

emotionally and socially to school life. 

Even today in the Mackenzie District there Is a prob­

lem of bringing children together for schooling* It would 

be impossible to have a school in avery 8*ttl*n»nt} so the 

solution was to bring children together Into native residen­

tial schools. As a result, large residences have been built 

by the government at Fort Smith, Xnuvik, Fort KoPhersen and 

Fort Simpson so to make possible the education of a large 

number of children. These residences are operated by th© 

Anglican and Catholic Church authorities. The children re­

siding in th® residence® attend Federal Day School® operated 

by the government. Altogether, these residences provide 

boarding facilities for a thousand students, thus giving 
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them the opportunity of pining the knowledge and training 

that is necessary to allow them to find a place In our civi­

lised world* 



cHaraa II 
LEOISLATIOS AFFECTING CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

IN THE MACKENZIE DISTRICT 

1. History of Legislation 

One of the first buildings which new settlers would 

build when coming to Canada from Europe was the school. The 

first of these were established and administered by local 

authorities. Later, however, government bodies began to 

help by giving grants or any other assistance that sight be 

required. In order to control the government bodies fro® 

assuming too much power over education and in order to set 

out the work and privileges of the government, laws were 

passed to protect the rights of local dtlsans and provide 

them with guides on how to furnish their children with c 

suitable education. 

a. Educational Policy of the Government 
up to Confederation 

It was during the 1640s that a system of government-

controlled primary education was set in operation in Uppvr 

Canada and the first public secondary schools were similarly 

established in the l&50s. In Lower Canada, however, among 

the Frenah-spsaking people, the Catholic Church continued to 

manage the many tasks of education as it had from the time 
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of New France.3, In l$4i, the parliament of United Canada 

decided it was time to give some rules and standards with 

regard to education. Parliament passed a law in 1&41 to 

regulate the establishment of schools which preserved the 

right* of the people in both Upper and Lower Canada. This 

law stated that: 

Whenever any number of the inhabitants of any 
township or pariah professing & raligious faith dif­
ferent from m a t of the majority of the inhabitants 
of such township or pariah, shall dissent from th© 
regulations, arrangements or proceedings of the com­
mon school commissioners with reference to any com­
mon school in such township or parish it shall be 
lawful for the inhabitants so dissenting} collec­
tively to signify such dissent in writing to the 
clerk of the district council — and it shall be 
lawful for such dissenting inhabitants to establish 
&ad maintain one or ssore common schools In the man­
ner and subject to the visitation, conditions, rules, 
and obligations In this Act provided, with reference 
to th* common schools.2 

By 1S50, the state provided for public primary education in 

the whole area of the then settled Canada. However, the 

state made provision that the church-managed schools could 

continue to operate and it gave any minority in an estab­

lished district the right to establish separate schools and 

the right to support such schools In the same way as the 

common public school, that la by taxes and by government 

1 J. M. 3. Careless, Canada, A Story of Challenge. 
Toronto, MacMlllan Co., 1963, pT 162. tipper C a n B a t T W 
area known today as Ontario, Lower Canada refers to Quebec. 

* , ,,?* SfSf1** Kott8e 0f Commons, Debates. 1905, Vol. 1, 
Cols. 1443*1452. 
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grant. In 1055, a minority right law concerning education 

was passed wherein it was stated that: 

Every such separate school shall be entitled to 
share in the fund annually granted by the legisla­
ture of the province for the support of common 
schools according to the average number of pupils 
attending such school during the twelve preceding 
months or during the number of months that may have 
elapsed from the establishment of said such school 
as compared with the whole number of pupils attend­
ing the schools in said city, town or village.3 

The question of educational legislation was again 

raised in ld64 during the Confederation discussions. On Oc­

tober 24, 1064, it was passed that it should be within th® 

competence of the local legislatures to make laws respecting 

agriculture, education and various other enumerated subjects* 

However, A. T. Gait, the Minister of Finance, spoke for 

placing restrictions ©n the local legislatures respecting 

education in order to safeguard the interests of the minori­

ty groups. Mr. Salt drew notice to the question of minority 

rights and preached the idea that these ri#its must be re­

spected. On October 25, 1$64» a motion by D'Arey McGee was 

passed ruling that education would b« within the competence 

of the local legislatures 

— — » « II I M M III »• n II » 

3 Canada, House of Commons, Debates, 1905, Vol. 1, 
Cols. 1443*1452. 
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saving th* rights and privileges which the Prot­
estant or Catholic minority in both Canada's may 
possess as to their Denominational schools, at the 
time when th* (union) goes into operation.4 

These words were added to the legislation on education main­

ly to preserve the rights and interest® of the English Prot­

estant minority in Quebec and th® French Soman Catholic mi­

nority in Ontario, but in a© way was this legislation limit­

ed to effect only these two provinces. 

b. Legislation on Education from Confederation to 1375 

In 1067, the Dominion of Canada was formed and con­

sisted of the four provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia 

and New Brunswick. The conditions of union and the regula­

tions by which the new Dominion was to be governed were all 

listed in the Canadian Constitution which is called the 

British North America Act. ¥hen this act was written it in-

eluded a section on education which aimed to preserve in the 

provinces those minority ri#ta which were enjoyed in th® 

same area prior to the union. Section 93 of this act reads 

as follows: 

In and for each Province the Legislature may ex­
clusively make Laws In relation to Education, sub­
ject and according to the following Provisionst 

4 Pop, Editor, Confederation Documents. p. 112, 
quoted in C. Cecil Lingard, territorial Government, in Cana-
|§, Toronto, University of Toronto Press, I94GY p* 152. 
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(1) Nothing In any Law shall prejudicially af­
fect any Bight or Privilege with respect to Denomi­
national Schools which any Class of Persons have by 
law in the Province at the Union. 

(2) All the Powers, Privileges and Duties at the 
Union by Law conferred and imposed In Upper Canada 
on the Separate Schools and School Trustees of the 
Queen*s Roman Catholic Subject® shall be and the 
aaao are hereby extended to the Dissentient Schools 
of the Queen's Protestant and Eoaan Catholic Sub­
jects in Quebec. 

(3) $here in any Province a System of Separate 
or Dissentient Schools exists by Law at the union or 
is thereafter established hy the Legislature of the 
Province, an Appeal shall lie to the Governor-Gener­
al in Council from any Act or Decision of any Pro­
vincial Authority affecting any Eight or Privilege 
of the Protestant or Eoman Catholic Minority of the 
Queen's Subjects in relation to Education.5 

c. The North-West Territories Act of 1075 

Th* distinctive political career of the Northwest 

Territories began with the passage by th® Dominion Govern­

ment of the North-West Territories Act of 1075. The first 

statutory provision relating to education in the north is 

found in Section 11 of this act. Whm this section was in­

troduced by Prime Minister Alexander Maekensle, it m^de no 

provision for separate school education in the Territories. 

The Minister of Justice, Edward Blake, urged that a provi­

sion for the establishment of Separate Schools be made and 

that it should confer on the population of the territories 

5 Canada, Statutes. 30 Viet., c. 3, a. 93 (1067), 
quoted in D. C. Masters, A Short History of Canada. Prince­
ton, Hew Jersey, [Anvil PocketbookJ, 1950, p. 142-143• 
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the same rights and privileges In regard to religious in­

struction as those posseosed by the people of the province 

of Ontario. This act was passed unanimously in the House 

of Commons and by a large majority in the Senate.7 It read 

as follows: 

When, and so soon as any system of taxation shall 
be adopted in any district or portion of the Horth­
west Territories, the Lieutenant Governor, by and 
with the consent of the Council or Assembly, as th® 
ease may be, shall pass all the necessary ordinances 
in respect to education; but it shall therein be al­
ways provided, that a majority of the rate-payers of 
any district or portion or sub-division thereof, by 
whatever name the same may be known, may establish 
such schools therein as they may think fit, and make 
the necessary assessment and the collection of rates 
therefor; and further, that the minority of the rate­
payers establishing such Protestant or Roman Catho­
lic separate schools shall be liable only to assess­
ments of such rates as they may impose upon them­
selves in respect thereof.® 

This legislation of 1075 gave to the Council of the 

Horthwest Territories the right to issue the necessary ordi­

nances in matters of education, however, with the express 

condition that it would always be decreed that in any school 

district the majority of this school district could estab­

lish their own schools that it saw fit, and in addition th© 

minority, whether Catholic or Protestant, could establish 

separate schools. 

6 Canada, House of Commons, Debates. (*larch 12) 
1075, P* 650-659. ~" 

7 IMdjat (February 21) 1905, Vol. 1, Col. 1452. 

0 Canada, Statutes* 30 Vict., c. 49, a. 11. 
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d. Government Policy on Catholic Education 
in the Horthwest Territories after 1075 

The school ordinances of 1004 and 1005 formally es­

tablished the educational system of the Northwest Territo­

ries and provided for two classes of schools — public and 

separate, either being Catholic or Protestant. These ordi­

nances were amended in 1006, in a manner to limit th® estab­

lishment of a separate school district to the area of a pub­

lic-school district, previously erected by th© majority of 

rate-payers.^ This amended provision aimed to limit the ex­

tent to which the right® conferred by th© North-feat Terri­

tories Act of 1075 a»d the Ordinances of 10JJ5 to the minori­

ty groups of the territories could be exercised. Thus, a 

Catholic minority la not entitled to establish & minority 

separate school until the non-Catholic majority has seen fit 

to establish a public school district. 

From 1005 to 1092, a Board of Education consisting 

of two Protestants and two Catholics under the chairmanship 

©f the Lieutenant-Governor was established and it was this 

group that had control of the educational system of th© Ter­

ritories. In 1092, this Board of Education was replaced by 

a Council of Public Instruction. This, for all practical 

9 Horthwest Territories, School Ordinances. 1004, 
!**• 5J 1085, Ho. 3» 1006, Mo, 10, quoted InC." Cecil Lin-
$&*&* Territorial .Government ia...Canada, p. 156. 
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purposes, vested the control of all schools in the govern­

ment employees who in turn were responsible only to the Ter­

ritorial Assembly. The government employees usually tried 

to find out what the majority of the people wanted and need­

ed and it more or less neglected to even recognise the 

rights of the minority groups* The Council of Public In­

struction possessed authority, under the Ordinance of 1092 

to appoint @xmd.mr& of teachers, inspectors, a superintend­

ent of education, and other officials, and to prescribe 

their duties; to make regulations for the conduct of schools, 

tre training of teachers, and th® selection and prescription 

of text-books; and to determine all cases of appeals or eom-
10 

plaints arising from decisions of trustees or inspector. 

A school ordinance in 1901, created a Department of 

Education, presided over by a Commissioner of Education, 

This Department ©f Education replaced the Territorial Coun­

cil of Public instruction that had existed from 1092. Under 

this ordinance, the minority in any public school retained 

th* right to establish Catholic or Protestant separate 

schools "therein" and to assess themselves for the support 

10 Horthwest Territories, .School urdlnanoes. 1092, 
Ho» 22, ss. 6 and 7, quoted in C. Cecil Liiucard. Territo­
rial Government in Canada, p. 157. 
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of such schools. Likewise, the minority schools possessed 

th* asm* privileges and were subject to the same methods of 

school legislation as were the public schools. Uniformity 

existed as to teachers' qualifications and professional 

training, course of studies, text books, Inspection, wad de­

partmental examinations* It gave the Board of any district 

the power to open school with the recitation of the Lord*a 

Prayer, and to make prevision for a half-hour of religious 

instruction, to be given immediately before closing in the 

afternoon. 

e. Conclusion 

In 1905, the Horthwest Territories were divided and 

th* area below the sixtieth parallel became the provinces of 

Alberta and Saskatchewan. In introducing the legislation 

providing for the creation of these two provinces, the Prime 

Minister of Canada, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, delivered a two and 

a half hoar speech. He commenced with a brief review of the 

history of the Northwest Territories and explained how the 

U Mote: This does not mean that there was double 
taxation but that the Separate School authorities were per­
mitted to set their own tax rate for the operation of their 
schools and this tax rate did not have to be equal to that 
paid by the Public School supporters. 

12 Horthwest Territories, School Ordinances. 1901, 
c. 29, quoted in 0. Cecil Llajgard .Territorial Government 
in Canada, p. 150* 
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North-West Territories Act of 1075 remained the constitu­

tional structure of the new provinces which Parliament was 

"about to crown with complete and absolute autonomy.** •* Th® 

Prime Minister, in speaking about the school legislation, 

presented a lengthy historical survey of the separate-school 

question in Canada from 1041 to 1075, when the Morth-West 

Territories Act was passed. The Prima Minister declared 

that the Quebec Resolutions of 1064 aad become Section 93 of 

the British North America Act and was no longer confined to 

Quebec and Ontario. He rmin&®& the House of Commons that 

by the Horth-West Territories Act of 1075, the Canadian Gov­

ernment had "unanimously, deliberately and with their eyes 

open" introduced the system of separate schools into the 

Horthwest Territories. His words were: 

In 1075> as 1 have stated a moment ago, Mr. Mae­
kensle introduced an Act for the government of the 
Horthwest Territories, and in this Act the parlia­
ment of Canada, which, at that time, had among its 
members some of th* ablest men who ever sat in the 
Canadian parliament — Sir John Macdonald, Hr. Mae­
kensle, Mr. Blake, Sir Charles Tapper m& a score of 
others — unanimously, deliberately and with their 
eyes open, introduced Into the Kerthweat Territories 
the system of separate schools. And not only that, 
but the parliament of Canada, four times successive­
l y — i n 1000, in 1005, in 1806 and in 1090 — de­
liberately and with their eyes open, ratified the 
system of separate schools in the territories.-^ 

13 Canada, House of Commons, Debates. 1905, Vol. 1, 
Cols, 1421*1459* ~*~ 

14 Ibidem,. 1905, Vol. 1, Col. 1452. 
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Sir Wilfrid Laurier emphasised the fact that the 

legislation ©f the North-West Territories Act gave the ma-

jority in any school district cottiai establish the schools 

that it thought fit; and in addition, the minority, whether 

Protestant or Catholic, could establish separate schools. 

2. Developaent of Present Bay Goveraaent School Policy 

a. Introduction 

The process of legislation and administration of 

schools in the Horthwest Territories have gone through a 

great evolution since the Establishment of the country of 

Canada. The first schools were built and administered hy 

local townsmen, th® district church or by the Hudson's Bay 

Company. Soon, however, local resources were unable to sup­

ply suitable educational facilities £&r the district, so 

government bodies began to help in giving grants or my oth­

er assistance that the local people saigjut need. In United 

Caaada before Confederation, the government made laws stat­

ing that the majority groups in an area could establish 

schools as they saw fit, and that the minority group could 

also establish their own schools. Th® North-West Territo­

ries Act of 1075 directed that the Council of the Territo­

ries control education development but at the same time pre­

serve tho rights of both siinority and majority groups, i 

Board of Education was t®m®& which later was renamed 
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Council of Public Instruction. This educational body became 

th* Depart»*nt of Education for the provinces of Alberta and 

Saskatchewan when these two areas were accepted as provinces 

of the Dominion of Canada* This left the Ziaekansi* District 

with no organised government body to direct the development 

of education until 1946, when the Federal Department of Mines 

and Resources established an education branch in Ottawa. 

Before 1946, education was provided by the mission 

churches in the Maekensle District and they were assisted by 

grants from the Indian Affairs Branch for providing educa­

tion for the Indians and Eskimos, from 1947 to 1953, th© 

Education Branch of the Department o£ ¥itm® and Resources 

built and operated schools where no mission schools were lo­

cated. In 1953, the Department of Mines and Resources was 

reorganised and rwmmd the Department of northern Affairs 

and National Resources. This Department took over the 

schools already established by the goy*riin*nt and started to 

proceed with a plan to get all the schools of the Maekensle 

District under its central control. 

Within the Maekensle District there were three eth­

nic group* of people: th* Whit*, the Indian and the Eskimo. 

The responsibility of education for these groups came under 

three different authorities until 1953* The Commissioner of 

the Horthwest Territories had the responsibility of provid­

ing education facilities for the Whites in the Maekansl*; 
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the Indians were wards of the Dominion Government and the 

Indian Affairs Branch established schools for them, while 

the Eskimos were under the direct authority of the Depart­

ment of Northern Affairs and national Resources. The mixed 

character of the population in the Territories, and its ex­

treme sparseness rendered it almost impossible to provide 

suitable educational facilities if jurisdiction was divided 

up too much so it was evident that these three authorities 

would have to become one before any suitable educational 

policy could be formulated. 

b. Centralisation of the Administration of Education 

The School Ordinance of the northwest Territories 

designates education as one of th© subjects which come with­

in the legislative competence of the Commissioner of the 

Northwest Territories, The Commissioner's power is described 

as follows: 

6. (1) The Commissioner may appoint one or more 
persons to inquire into and to report upon the con­
ditions existing in any portion of the Territories 
not erected into a school district. 

(2) Where in th* opinion of the Commissioner a 
school or schools should be established and operated 
in any portion of the Territories not erected into a 
district, he may establish such school or schools 
and appoint an administrator and such other offi­
cials as are required to operate and maintain them. 

(3) The Commissioner may make arrangements with 
any government, corporation, or person for the 
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education of children resident In any portion of th® 
Territories not included in a district,15 

By using the authority invested by the School Ordi­

nance, the Commissioner of the Horthwest Territories set up 

a Sub-Committee en Education to advise th* Horthwest Terri-

tories Council on matters of educational concern. During 

1944, a survey of education in the Maekensle District was 

carried out by Dr. Andrew Floors, a school inspector from 

Manitoba and he found that adequate education facilities 

were not available t© the children living within the dis­

trict. He made the following recommendations concerning the 

organisation and administration of education in the areat 

(1} It is recommended that there should be one 
authority in control ©f all education (Indian, 
mixed-blood, and white) which is supported by public 
funds in the Horthwest Territories. 

(2) It is recojwended that the administration of 
education in the Horthwest Territories should be of 
the highly centralised type* 

(3; It is recommended that the resident director 
of education should have wide powers and a free hand 
to organise and administer the educational system of 
th* Horthwest Territories [*..J. 

(4) It Is further recommended that an Educational 
Council be constituted to act in a purely advisory 
capacity to the Director of Education. 

(5) It is recommended that all teachers in any 
schools established in the Horthwest Territories 
should be members of the Federal Civil Service (•••]. 

(6) It is recommended that all teachers in the 
Horthwest Territories should hold at least first-
class professional certificates [...]. 

, I L Canada.ph^,qlOr^a||cte, Ch. 06, Ottawa, 
Queen's Printer, 1956, p« 730. 
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(7) It la further recommended that the legisla­
tion concerning education In the Horthwest Territo­
ries be thoroughly revised and brought up.to date 
having due regard to present conditions.1& 

In tracing the development of education in the ;-'ac-

kensie District during the past twenty years, it can be 

clearly seen that Dr. Moore*s recommendations were closely 

followed in shaping educational policy. In 1946, the Feder 

al Department in charge of northern Affairs (Department of 

Mines and Resources) added an Education Section to its 

branch in Ottawa. The same year an Inspector of Schools w& 

also appointed to be in charge of the Mackenzie District. 

Two years later, the Federal Government began to establish 

federal Day Schools within the district as a first step in 

its new policy of abolishing privately operated schools and 

placing education under a single government authority. 

Dr. Moore, in his education survey, suggested the 

following procedure to be followed in order to place educa­

tion under a central authority: 

In the Maekensle District it has been the prac­
tise of the Indian Affairs Branch to delegate the 
actual provision of educational accommodation and 
instruction to two religious denominations; viz., 
the Church of England in Canada (Anglican) and the 
Homan Catholic. There are no schools in the Horth­
west Territories operated by the Indian Affairs 
Branch itself. It should not, therefore, be diffi­
cult for the Indian Affairs Branch to delegate its 

16 Dr» Andrew Moore, Survey of Education ,ia the 
Maekensle District, p. 02. 
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responsibility to the sole authority (of th® Terri­
torial Government).*/ 

This recommendation of Dr. Moore was followed and by 

agreement dating February 14, 1955, between the Minister of 

Citisenship and Immigration and the Commissioner o£ the 

Northwest Territories, the responsibility for education of 

Indians in the Horthwest Territories was passed to the Ter­

ritorial Government. 

The agreement between the Minister of Citisenship 

and Immigration and the Commissioner of the Horthwest Terri­

tories in transferring of the Federal education responsibil­

ity of the Indians to the Territorial Government reads as 

follows; 

Whereas under authority of the Indian Act, the 
Minister may, subject to the authorisation of the 
Governor in Council, enter into an Agreement with 
the Commissioner, providing for the education in ac­
cordance with the Indian Act of Indian children in 
the Morthwest Territories; 

And Whereas it has been agreed between the par­
ties hereto that centralisation of the administra­
tion of education In the Horthwest Territories will 
bring about increased economy and efficiency: 

And Whereas the Governor in Council has by Order 
in Council P.O. 1954-1090 dated December 1, 1954, 
authorised the Minister and the Commissioner to exe­
cute this Agreement. 

How, therefore, this Agreement witnesseth that 
the Minister and the Commissioner agree as follows: 

17 Dr. Andrew Moore, Cjjurvay of Education in the 
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1. The Commissioner agrees to 
(a) provide for the education of Indian chil­

dren in th* Horthwest Territories in accordance with 
the provisions of the Indian Act and to provide fa­
cilities therefor; 

(b) provide educational facilities in accord­
ance with paragraph (a) of a standard equal to the 
educational facilities available to other residents 
of the Horthwest Territories.*® 

The Department of Mines and Resources became the De­

partment of Resources and Development in 1950, which in turn 

became the Department of Northern Affairs and national Re­

sources In 1953« Tae schools established by the Department 

of Mines and Resources thus became the responsibility of the 

new Federal Department. 

On April let, 1955, the Indian Day School®, that had 

been transferred by the Indian Affairs Branch of the Federal 

Government to the Territorial Government and the Horthwest 

Territories Commissioner, were now transferred once again to 

the authority of the Federal Government. By special agree­

ment between the Government and the Commissioner, Indian and 

ifhite schools were to be administered by the Department of 

northern Affairs and National Resources which already had 

the responsibility for Eskimo Education. During 1956, fur­

ther steps were taken to centralise and standardise the edu­

cation system in the Mackenzie District. On April l8t>, 1956, 

all mission school teachers became employees of the Federal 

10 Canada, Ordinance, Ch, 40, Ottawa, Queen*a 
Printer, 195&, P» Sojv 
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Government and on September l 3 t of the same year, all mis­

sion schools were integrated into the Federal Government 

school system. By the beginning of the school term of 1956, 

the complete school system, with the exception of municipal 

schools, was under the direction of one central administra­

tive authority, the Education Division of the Federal De­

partment of Northern Affairs wad national Resources. This 

educational system now embodies a large network of ethnical­

ly- integrated schools throughout the district and maintains 

overall control of the education system including curricu­

lum, administration and supervision. 

c. The Federal School 

Today within the Maekensle District there is no such 

thing as a school especially built md operated for the edu­

cation of either Indian or Eskimo children. With the excep­

tion of the municipal schools, all the schools in this dis­

trict are being operated by the Federal Government for all 

children indiscriminately of age, race or religion. The 

last mission-operated school was transferred to government 

authority in i960, and where mission, schools had been locat­

ed, there are now operati?; non-denominational Federal 

schools. In 1947, the Federal Ciovornment opened its first 

school in th* Maekensle District, a one classroom school at 

Tuktoyaktuk within the Arctic Circle and from that time the 
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development of F*d*ral Schools In the north has been rapid. 

During 1963, from its modest beginnings in 1947, the Federal 

Government school system had grown into an organisation that 

employed 160 teachers in 27 Federal Day schools that have a 

total capacity for educating 3,340 pupils. ̂  

i. Provision for Keligion In the Federal Day School 

$©st of th* Federal Day Schools in the Mackenzie 

District can be considered to be "neutral" schools. Chil­

dren of different religious faiths attend the schools and 

they are given a non-denominational type of education. 

There la, however, a provision that the teacher of a Federal 

Day School may be Catholic if the majority of the population 

is Catholic, The School Ordinance of the iorthwewt Territo­

ries allows: 

90. (1) Mo religious instruction except as here­
inafter provided sham! be permitted in the school of 
any district from the opening of such school until 
one-half hour previous to its closing in the after­
noon after which time such instruction permitted or 
desired by th* board may be given. 

99* (1) Any child shall have the privilege of 
leaving the school at the time at which religious 
instruction is commenced.20 

M W N M M W M N M W N M M I M B t M M I M M M W W 

19 Figures are from Enrolment form consolidation 
and classification — fro® Director, Northern Administration 
Branch, Ottawa.' Tabie 2 Appendix 3* 

20 Canada, School Ordinance,. Ch. 06, p. 760-761. 
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Thus in Federal schools religious instruction can be 

given, but in all other aspect© th© schools could be consid­

ered to be neutral since religious emblems cannot be dis­

played nor can religious topics be discussed outside of re­

ligion elass. One reason, given by the government authori­

ties, for maintaining the neutral status of the schools was 

given as follows: 

The teacher and the pupil will look to the 
church for the teaching of spiritual development and 
in offering general religious guidance. This an-
rangement places religious education in the hands of 
those most able to give it. It also ensures that 
the child receives his religious education from the 
church of his, and his family's choice* The teacher, 
therefore, need not feel the pressure© of providing 
religious instruction which, la trying to be accept­
able to all, satisfies none. The active role of th® 
church also leaves the teacher free to use his time 
on a curriculum heavily burdened by the necessity of 
moving through two cultures and possibly two lan­
guages . 21 

la some of the larger schools, the government has 

aided the church in seeing that the children do receive some 

instruction in their faith by placing goven»«nt~buiit hos­

tels under the operation of the church authorities. This 

arrangement has come about by special agreement between the 

government and the churches. Federal Schools were built to 

replace the Hisalon Residential Schools already providing 

21 R. A. J. Phillips, Chief. Arctic Division, De­
partment of northern Affairs and national Resources, "The 
Opening Door," in Ifartjh. Vol* VII. Mo. 6 CHovember-Decem­
ber, I960), p. 2. 
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education for the native children, and hostels were built 

close to these schools to give residence to the pupils going 

to the Federal School. The church authorities act as manag­

ers of these hostels for the Federal Government. A further 

discussion of the church-operated hostel will be seen in 

Chapter III of this thesis. 

On April l»tf 1957, the Mission school teachers in 

the Mackenzie District became Federal Jehool Employees and 

in September of the same year the mission schools were 

transferred to the administration of the Federal Government* 

In the same year, the Education Division drew up plans to 

erect their first school mid hostel in the district. This 

school unit, located at Fort Smith, was completed in Septem­

ber, 1950* However, since this was opened, there have been 

church-operated hostels established at Fort Simpson, Fort 

MePherson and Inuvlk. The hostel at Fort McPherson la oper­

ated by the Anglican Church while both Anglican and Catholic 

Churches have hostels at Fort Simpson and Inuvlk. 

ii. Government Policy at Fort Smith School 

During the first year of operation of th© new Fort 

Smith Federal Day School, the pupil attendance was two hun­

dred and eighty-six pupils, two hundred and thirty-nine of 
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whom were of the Catholic Faith.22 All the school children 

of the school were grouped together into one school and the 

forty-seven non-Catholic students were distributed to six of 

the fifteen classrooms of the school. There were also sev­

eral non-Catholic teachers employed by th® government to 

teach at the Fort Smith school. This was completely con­

trary to the assurances given by the government authorities 

to Bishop Troeeilier when the centralized school system was 

organised.23 Bishop Troaalliar was led to believe that th® 

new school at Fort Smith would be Catholic in character. He 

did agree that In the elementary classes in which the non-

Catholics would be grouped, preferences would be given to 

lay teachers and that Catholic readers would not be imposed 

on these non-Catholic pupils, bat he did not believe that 

non-Catholic students would be $!®up®d with Catholic stu­

dents and these mixed classes would be considered neutral. * 

Many of the Catholic eltisens of Fort Smith believed 

that the policy of the government authorities for a neutral­

ised and integrated school was against the rights of the In­

dians as guaranteed by the Indian Act and also a violation 

22 Fort Smith, School Attendance R*port. December, 
1957. 

23 Letter of Bishop Troeeilier to Rev. P. Ptehe'. 
General Superintendent, Oblate Indian and Ssklrao Commission, 
November 10, 1957* 

24 Lettor of Eev. P. Plane to Vx, R. G. £ob*rtson, 
Deputy Minister of Department of northern Affairs and Na­
tional Resources, Ottawa, November 25, 1957* 
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of the rights of the Catholics of the district. Sister Sar­

rasin, s.g.m., who was President of the Maekensle District 

Education Association, wrote to the Minister of Horthera Af­

fairs and National Resources expressing the fears of the 

group that Fort Smith school was not being operated accord­

ing to Federal Indian education policies and practises or 

according to Catholic educational principles. In reply to 

this letter, the Hon. Jean Lesage wrote Sister Sarrasin the 

following reply: 

I should state most emphatically that there is 
no conflict at present between the laws of the Church 
and the laws of Canada and the Northwest Territories; 
that it is not my aim or the aim of anybody else to 
combine th* schools of the Northwest Territories in­
to a large neutral unit; that the fears you express 
about the future of Catholic education in the Terri­
tories are without any foundation whatsoever.*5 

Despite th* assurances given to Bishop Troeeilier 

and Sister Sarrasin by the government authorities, it was 

soon evident that the government did propose to make the 

school at Fort Smith a,neutral school. During its first 

year of operation, nearly half the classrooms had Catholics 

and non-Catholics taught in the same classroom and there 

were two non-Catholic teachers. Also during 1957, Mr. J- V. 

Jacobson, the Chief of the Education Division of the Depart­

ment of Sorthem Affairs and national Resources, made the 

following statement: 
mwmm****mmm**mmm*m*wmm*m*Mm*»mnmm n ntimini 

25 Letter of Hon. Jean Lesag© to Sister Sarrasin, 
s.g.m., December 6, 1955. 
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At Fort Smith, in any classroom where Protestant 
children are being taught, no religious emblems will 
be displayed, non-denorainational readers will be 
used and the teachers will not wear religious hab­
its. 26 

This statement was recognised by Catholics as taking away 

their lawful rights as a majority and they felt that they 

could not tolerate the elimination of their ri#it® to have a 

Catholic education for their children. The Catholic parents 

banded together at Fort Smith and at a meeting called to 

clarify and discuss the organisation of the new school that 

was being built and the controversy which It caused, they 

resolved that: 

(1) The new Federal school in Fort Smith should 
not be administered in such a manner that would not 
affect the right to Catholic education of the Catho­
lic majority of th® population as represented by ap­
proximately ninety per-eent of the children attend­
ing the new school* 

(2) This same organisation of the new school 
should be such that it does not in my way force the 
non-Catholic minority to accept a type of education 
which is against their principles since respect for 
the basic rights of minority groups is a principle 
of our democracy. 

However, it is also HESOLVED that the non-Catho­
lic minority group does not have the ri^ht to force 
upon the Catholic Majority group a neutral school 
which deviates from Catholic beliefs concerning edu­
cation.2' 

26 Letter of Rev. P. Plch4 to Mr. R. G. Eobertson, 
November 11, 1957» 

27 Letter of Mr. Eoy M. Koch, Chairman of the meet­
ing, to Hon. D. S. Harkness, Minister of Northern Affairs 
and national Resources, August 2, 1957. 
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The chairman of the meeting, Mr. Roy Koch, sent a 

letter to the new Conservative Minister of Northern Affair® 

and National Resources expressing the resolutions of the 

Catholic parents in the attempt to obtain a more just legis­

lation for the Catholic population of the Fort Smith area* 

Bishop Troeeilier was also quite concerned that 

Catholic students at Fort Smith were obliged to attend "neu­

tral* classrooms and perhaps be taught by non-Catholic 

teachers. He did recognise the fact that the non-Catholics 

should not be forced to attend a Catholic school, and he be­

lieved they should have their own school. In Fort Smith 

there were two school buildings, th® new Federal Day School 

and the former four-room Federal Day School. Bishop Troeei­

lier suggested that the non-Catholic pupils be allowed to 

use the former school for the non-Catholic section of the 

Federal Day School and allow the Catholics to use the new 

school* However, this proposal was refused for the govern­

ment said this might lead to racial segregation since there 

would be no pupil of Indian ancestry in the non-Catholic 

section of the school. On December 12 t h, 1957, the Deputy 

Minister of northern Affairs wrote to Bishop Troeeilier and 

explained that the type of school that was organised at Fort 

Smith was the best the government could provide in making it 

suitable for all the cltlaens concerned. He wrote: 


