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Por the inepivatiomul germ from vhich hus wolved the oriszinod
dreft wnd finol structure of this project, tho thosls-urita 0/e6
his indcbtedness $o the lote I, Blmund G, Gordnests thoughd

He ie likewipe indebted to Profescor Tide D. Scudder, of

tellesley Gollege, “ellesley, Muss., from whom he hoe had ths
plessure of recsiving sdvice «nid excouvrsgenant, as well as twe
of her own books on and nboub the saint of Slens,

HuxB, ho owes sincare and grrdeful thorks to Professor Idlliec
DelllBra, of the Seminario Arcivescovile, Sfons, Ibaly, not only
forfaportsnt Cobherine difa ond his oum work on the Sionese
mystie, bub zlse for fI Recime Cyiebi-ro in Sonbo ¢

The Sthesis-writar®s hourtfelt aprrepistion &5 dus Nother

Hoss Imelda, G.P., Prioress of the Qoovent of Our Ledy of Angels,

gtokemtn-Trent, Englond, for sendine lim the rore 1915 sdition of
Hother Theodosio Nrinets excellendly writton twoevolume worl,




comboins She curefully wrousht historicnd, chromplogicol ond
tronslotion.l revisions of Py, Sdwnd G, Cordnoz,

Re hae furthor to Shonk sinoewely the Libreric Hdlbrice
Plovemting, Forense, Itoly, for lecating - dozen volusble
books for him, parbiculorly Merchone idere Misol:stelli's
0 He Frubosschind®s Bancbog

My, = He Lewrente I3 Procece

Susbellonos, and ducenio Mupré Théselder's fpistolard
vithout vhdch rublicotions the thesisewriter

doubte thod he would hove boon eblo $o rwke much hendwey in the
polubicn of his thesis vroblem,

He is grebaful, too, %o the folloving librixries, Jhich hove
furpished him with either partinerd books or euoerdicl iuformotions
the Biblicteon Spostolicn Vobleonn, Tiblcan Qibyg the Librory of
Congresc, Losbington, D. 0.3 the Librrry of the University of
Gnliformd:, Loe Angelos, Golifornlsog the Cenercl Idbyory of the
Undvorsity of Miehlgen, Aon Agbor, Mich.i $he Yule Univerciby
Librory, Few lloven, Gomm.; the Sionc HMelghte Colleme Idbyoary,
Adrdon, Mieh,; the B, Cnbherine of Slem: Gollore Iibrary, Solmd
Cokborine, ¥7.: $he Devw Tork Qity Jublic Lidbeory: cod the
Duffulo Mublic Idbrory, the Gutholic idbrory, ond the Grosvonow
1ibrory, 211 of Buffsle, i Ts



Finzlly, but zbove all, he oves his hewrtfellt gr-titude
to the Rev, MO R.-Eo ﬂhwml]., Qop‘i. Ioo Vico=-Doun of the
Univorsity of Qtawals Faculty of Arte, for personcl wmugpestion,

candid advice, «nd comstructive criticism éuring the witing of
this thesais,
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The Shosis~writer, vhe wos born in Pittsburgh, Yol
on Yoy 19, 1908, completed his undergraduste studies in the
Rut ension Department of Conisins Gollege, Buffale, X, Y., in
1940, racuiving the degres of Bachelor of Golence, In the
some year, he undertock advenced courses ia the Oraducte
School of Conisius College, teorminoting them =and regeiving
hisn Hastoxuafomg mw !.n 1943 m M&M ai' Ms thmim

“ meﬂﬁwnm ot ﬁmmw wﬁ wm the
Extension Department of Historical HMuwdies st the University of
Obtawa, Cbtawa, Geneda,
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he aburibubes ymoh of hiy esiritusl growbh

%0 ftm!’.

Tomnaso Ceffarindt Poalrrizer of (etherimlexniem b L)

Prn Temonas nosbg Srtherine for the Firet fime

in 1L ~ Har inddbhadness to him for hiz bidliesd
sxpoaltlons - The Tuscen 2sims Yebtors o him
on the tree meandny of compeerabion o fuby «

She randuds Coffrerind thet to must eot Tith
wwelifish interest on beky 19 of ¢ just {lurdatinn
pomse - Her gdeble on Lvwed ceses -



g;hz\m& o

Rarforind s adulsuion t?m.f; Coblurineg heoe becn

insplred 40 sove By erLR caotide - 1in
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Thot Cothevine of Siay wus o Iordndcon Terblory md o
Seint of the 14ddic Agen Ls common imovledge vav « lurpe
mmber of CGutbolics ond non=Qutholicsg tub thed she ues o
voluninous epistler of the Pouwrtoamth Cenbuxry, whe anmployoed
ot omce bhe sewvicos of esoverr) secreborien :ii) nessencary ond
who could dict-te inspirins eriritu.l lebiors %0 three ngeliol 2o
similtanecusly, is o fact not widely kmoun,

S%. Cothewine's gpistles vors dispatighed $o individusls of
every strefun of soociety, “hich represerted vericus «nd ddverse
tan@omants! %0 poverful stobosmen cnd distinguiched clarice;
$0 shrewd merchonds ond bhoughty moblanen; to lenvned doctors of
law 2nd medicine; 6o bold condottierd smd plowe momke; %o clmple-
ninded comon men ond vonen apd to hordensd crininmole iun prison,
indeed, her letturs present before cur gyes o voribeblo p nv? Do
of the Fourbeanth Cemtury,

The Sioness Seint flourished in on e noted for ito cingular-
1y opposite chorscters wnd inbovosts, I wos wh oro which v.o
goon to herzld the sdverd of the "miversal Mom® as well -3 the
poo-Pegen ond Chrietisn Mumopiste. Althoeugh Cuthorine woe bomm
of jmmble pererboge in 1347 aml dded thirty-thvse yerys irbor, sho
gbonds cub, nevertheless, 28 o highly distinetive parsenclity whogse
only imborest wos $0 tesch love of fod cpd mup cnd £0 corbot voloibe
leesly the Devil ond oll bis fxfern.l verks,
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%, Frcocis-lile in sodrit nd wnoffoctur dn hor writing,
Catherine yeb reveqls o wniquely molded npbure of wrmsuol dnbercsd
epd 2 Mgh «nd noblo mind that io urdetckebly roflucbed in the
very religious eplstles which she addresved ¢o her conteampornrics,

It ie these spiritusl messcges end the keun inmtcllect that dictubed
then which hove left on indelible impyession upon the minds of
hagiographers and scholaers down through the sgee.

The single aim of this thesle ip, thercfore, to exumine Lo
the azbent of the influenge of 9B, Cobherine of Slema’s spiritual
enistles on hor combemporavies. ‘thile very little has bosn writtsn
pracisely on the influence of the Salmd’e relipious letbors, the
writer 18, neverthsless, inddbbed primarily to v, ibdmund Gerratt
Gardner’s enlightening end well documented bockl, mob only for direct-
ing bhig sttamtion to the existonne of an i ercsting Cobhorinion
problem, but alse for vrompting him to colleot mabericls for his
theeis,

It &s in the prefoce %o his work on Cebherine, that Iy, Gurdner
poimbs out thet the "real substance of vhot ohe[Cetherine]hed to c gt ©
in many of her epistlos "abill remnined umpublished®,® ohiefly beonuse
of the 2508 that & mumber of her lotters had not, wp $0 his Sime,
beon unearthed, MHs procesds to confide to the render Shod ancpures

eisble omowdt of work 1s febill to be done by whoso would rectore the

1 B, Ge Gardner,
2 Zoid., pe. AV,
3 Ibid.

. i "jj" ?’_I* E.Y.a m‘b@n@ 1%70
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true nnd oomplsate corveapondwoe of the Sernphle Tipein, *
T¢ is, bhen, bLlwvu obheerw biom by Gardnur, bosether with
the romark, aanely, thot bhe Swmsse Sulid bl widlded a telling
influence wpor Iboliun suciol condibions of her tlmas, which
ppurred the wriber on to an investigotion of all nvalloble drba
oa Qatherice and her lotters, cnd subsequently prompted hin te
write this dissertsation on tha Jodnbbae sviritunl Lnflecnces on
her contegmporarics,
Zxenined from the chromoloploc) shamdpolind, thwe oricins of
the writerts prdblem muy e 1048 in the Zightenubh Haburyy for
it wes in 1713 thet Girolamo 2igliSmitrocted now attelion Lo,
apd erectnd gronter indorest im, the eplstles of the Slunsss Vinging
after Shey had lodn dormer® for 179 yeoras,
A% or Gizll hod consulied Sohherinets epiables in the collection
prescrved by Inded Do Anpelis &n the Diblicteon of Yieme; znd had
stutied the Fiftesrbh 2nd Sixbecuth QenBury ewkwordly orinbed
eivtles of the Sedmd olrculoted by Fonbemeni,b $he fnonymous
Venetion,? Em-m,g Yoressnn,” and Parrd, Wps relosned hils mome
wensol work, IfUpere ulls Bersfigs Cobexian 4o Sienie
Volumes 11 2nd 111 Bo the bercphic Vierin's epfstlos, o™lch mure

He dewoted

eocompanded by the erudite snnotabions of Fedorige Parlomncchi,

4  Javiner, Gha £iles e BV,

I Ge MAbelld, o upbar ; ‘omad & orovie, 1965, 1, 1111,

6 3 pho Gheberine, Dologno, 1492,

7 ®Seeno delle @@W&M%“ Tatteve 01 Sopebe Qebbhrvima, Veneslo, 1882,
8 N

55

10 1, ¥erri, Lethev: Javabissi~e dells yerslos P, Srihorino de
Siena, Venezia, 1584. LAY SR
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Although 44 mast be odoitbed thet the Gipld oolbions of
1713 (sfens) sod 1771 (Imeca), ap well ss the Tommeges
wdition of mso.u were corefully prouoredl ond priobad, they
4o no%, nevertheless, throw odegunte lighd wyon the trus
value ond fmportance of Cotherinele epiritwnd fanfluunce e
she exerted it on her combamporaries, Hor 4id Annobsbor
Burlemeschi mske it his prirory Susk to exemine mimboly and
evaluste the Cstherinion gplstolary wove of infivence; yet wa
ows hin due ercdit for his exhemstive rososrches indo Pourtecnth
Century Ituliun history,

Towerds the ond of the Hinsteenth Cenftury, Vother /mguste
Drone poblished what wes reguvded as the best English version of
the Sienese Suinb's w«.w Dranets cim is fully sbtobed dn these
worde! %The writer has oimed ob giving the facte of 8. Cethurinels
1ife ae recorded by other biogrpphers, restoring theiyr clwonplogie
ezl order, and st the some timg supplementing them with additionel
motter drown from original sources hitherto either porbiasliy o
sntirely neglected,?® 12

Although Mother Irone wes o foe of suthors who Sended to £111
up the historie ocublines of their morratives with moberinls
vhich were parely imsginstive, she, none the loss, umdstingly

comnitted errore of history, chronology, :md rendition; for the

11 N, Tommoses, Ie Loettore 4L S. dstorin: d: Slen: o 4 vela,
Firenze, 1860,

12 4, Prene, The History of #b, Cotheripe of Hfens emd Hop

Oppeniopg. 7 vola, londont longmong, Green £ Co., 1918,

13 %ﬁéﬁ., ol 19 e ix,
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1915 edition of her work, published =% the bebeet of Iwone

erthusisste, beays this filyleaf notution ploced immedinbely

before the preface; "Through the kindness of Profeceor Sdmmd

Gordner, certoin errovs of Italisn Wetory and Chrenclogy, and

in the translation of St. Catherino®s lebtors, hove been corrected,” 19

Of course, Professer Gerdner is the Ir, Owrdnur vhom the
thesis-writor bas slready mendiomed in the presemt Inbrodustion.

To be sure, it remecined for Gerdner's researches to focus abbendtion
on the faet that Cathevinels epistles do shed o new light wopon

the troublous religicus nnd scelsl conditions of her ars. s
book lays umsusl amphasis upon the Sexraphic Virginte peage-moking
nisciong ond pergomal infiunence in the Itallan imterstate relsticns
of her times,

However, Gordnar is concerned more with Cetherineds influencing
parsonality as such than he is with her epistolary influence, Then,
too, hia "book is o ploture of certain sepeets, religlous ond
politicel, of the fourbeenth cemury in Itely."™® In reslity, the
Gardner publiecztion is o "new life of the woman [Catherine] who
was the finest ond most single-hesrted patrict of her sge," 16

In the preperation of his work, Gordner wes "grestly cdded
by the mammgeripts still preserved of Cstherine's letters, mamseripte

14 Promt flyleaf motetion, in gp, oit., Vol. 1.

15 These are Gardner'es prefetory words. Qu, cib., 1. vii,
16 Xpdd -
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full of wypublished mettor which his hithorte beo umecourbe
ebly neslected, hoving rprorently eccrhed She notleo of oll
bioperevhers pud adibors, ® 17

Annther combemornry scholer who condribubed moch S0 o
bebtor undersbanding snd apyreelation of Ortherine’s wnisblas,
was Professor Vide 1, Seudder, who 4n 1908 rubliched her goyefully

propered bock,

Her book wss received so emthuslastionlly thet sho ouovcecsfully
vud oud threc other editions, 4m 1908, 1911, omd 1BDE,

Professor Scuddeyr, in tronelatine only chbout 70 of the 400
epistles attributed to the Snimtly ristler, originsliy usud thoe
Gizli text, which, though nccurpbe, in so fry o o dnberpretntion
ef the Tuscan vernaculer empleoyed by the Sfensse Virgin ie consurnsd,
is ircomplete,

It io imperdamd to note, too, thrd towdrerls volume is ol
devobed urinci olly to o ovalwbction of the indluence cxerted by
Cntherine's epiritusl eplstles., Fother, ber vork is lvbended ce
g comnoilary on the mind nd nersonnlity of Setherine (6 they cve
roflected in her lebters,

Since Gigli's time, new Gethuwrimdsn episbtolery mobericls
once onitted or suppressed, hove beon inclufed by scholrrs much
a8y Fonfond, ig Mot zo, 18 Fewbicr, D ve Aolesion, A Fino, &2

17 o Gerdner Ope oib., p. vil,

Porings

18 », # Metoo, %ML% baring 8n Sioar,  Suslinrd, 1901,

a0 m’ mma%a‘ﬂ G JErees Ho EASEEUTR TR 8 Prris lg” 16

Yo de Mimo, Sarho Crbovdne dc Blemp,  Terins, 1544,

14
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Petint, 22 Gad.eso, 7% Ditelld, SO mezootsd, O ond Mioedcttolide *7
Tho writer hoe found of tremendous volue She gofstolorio

of Misciottelid, principally bepruso bho Lottoer Lo 4npluded
in bis work the lebtors of Qutheyine'e Tfuithful disciplen
(voglieresi, Toulle Celle, Mooond, Felle Vigne, Cufivrini, cnd
Filete), os well ns o group of oplstlos permed or dictated by
the Salnd and originclly unecythed by Gordsncr ond Mobzo.

For the modern student of Cotherine, writos !iscisbtolld,
the ledtors of the disciples erco Mhe mos® precious documend foy
on understanding of the strogphere in which the simple-heorbed
Sienese Scimt spent hor home 1ifo, confided hor cecret Shoughte,
her feclincs of heppiness, oorrow, cnd hope," *B

clly dmpordont cru She Mdeciobtelll newly edited letters
dict:ted or penned by Gabheringg for thoy ore vibromd with tho very
humen focling of tho Seinb, and present her ae the lever ond soobher
of souls,

Another Twentileth-Conbury inberproder oné edlbor of 5%, Cotherinets

epistles, ie rr. sugenio Dupré-Théscider, Defore strrtins worl om

(4 f, Ge Mineen, feblcore ¢ Hopbo Coboriy
dall’&rlmoamzm. fome, 1947

i AN Hﬂ.mmﬁﬁelu, @g&g%ﬂlgmm io Lotbere ‘
bien e 6% sleuni [mol Mmuyolio Hl volumos, *‘imme, wm,

‘rﬂ M., VG].Q mg po mﬂ
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his ambitious project,
(Boma, 1941), Dr. Théseider hod alrundy writven B0'C Very pro=
vocative cnd penstrating srticles on ¢he Sulubly lebiore S0
Itelicn stet comen, & hs yeb, he o pod camlsted Lds nroposed
large-scale inderprebative tralr, However, the first volume of
hie project, which iz ths only one hs hre tlme f.r phlished,
empodics o fud of Information for the oricie or neodevel Ibrlieng
for 1. 1% he orocents 8 comparciive sbudy of the borbuwl cortentz
of 8& of 3%, Cothorinels lebbers oo edibed by Glgll cud Yemnssit.
Among these lebbers eacmined by Théscidor exe & feu of Sluse
a6dresscd by Gobherine to Musond, Sudforind, Dudie Viene, ¥lebe,
en Pegliaresi,

Mong the other princips) workes which bave boon prefitibly
ubilized in the prepersbion of this thesis end whiel dcuave
speocial meartion, wrv the followingt

i) lawile ﬁm..rw{:. i fpocupct

This velume comprisce a collectlion of testimonies cae. Iebiors

bi Getberinetz followeve, wnd obhess wvho Led cume uncer her
influcnce, RBelng the depositions of the witwesses »ho wirue
edved bo opreny before Trancesco Bale, Castello Dishw, of
VYe&ice, in 1411, in exrder to glve teatluony ruwzerding thae Llemese
Virzin's saxotity ond deotrine, they wers afberverés ured fu the

proceee of Lexr ciaondzublien. Severul of the more importout soubestobions,

79 %, Dupre Théseidor, Lo cronyi i , :
5o Go 1, 1523, pp. 113»1%0 “!}’n ccfﬂiw mw&m
i‘c;n!a; iezulrszrm @1 Ceberin: éo mwu,“ m Lk :
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incluilng those of (aff.yini, Mocond, Dozxtoloneo de Jominied, rid
Felavoltl, are to be found in this book. &m older publicction corfcine
$he depocitions of auvwen wibtnosses only, whoreus Lovverndfo edibion,
which follows very closcly the originel noruscript preswrved in tho
Basilice 81 S, Jomenico ir Slens, somboing Swenbyefour,

i1) B Prooceschind, Gefforind fopmant == g Solloriigo
r (15ono, 18430, Pricr $0 1947 Gefferindds

3, vhich §o sn chrvidgment of dells Vignels blogrophy

of Gotherine, hnd nover boon 1wbliched in i%s ecubireby. Thws,

for the firet ting, Forceschinl hos published on ofition of
Gefferindts so-culled appendiz which coxbelus soverel addibions
which he dlecoverod fo rin oxiedn i codox proscoved 4o tho Liblice
tocr Ihgicnoie Droidense ¢ Mllono. Goffurind wos weoll coqualsbed
with the Sndrd nony yeors before shic beoome hnown $o Delle Yigne:
and the spiritusnl influecncs dhot she ezarted on those merburs of
hor immer cirole, which Dello Vigne loorned from She lins of
obhers, hod ofben been porscanily obsorved Ly hlm, This besk
forus omw of the volumes of Hiud groy of rove Cobherindon works
ohich hos busn published by the Catbedrs Joberdens of the + Tnlvop-
pits di Siense

iii} the m‘lﬂ'ﬁ SARS AL wreEian -~ SYE 0 R v PR T

dera (slen, 1707} Thisc 45 the Itoli-n rerdition

of tho origincd 1ife, comronly orlleld the Legond, tho prep-robion
of which wos wbrasted to Todnondo delle Vigne és Cepun, vhoe hed bewm
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Catheorine®s spiritunl director ond iobim Lo fyiend durdue tuo 1 b

and moed Imporbond perind of ha life, The Lpvend wes vribten

in Zatin by Rolmoadd, wd wm.a fiesd triasl: bod fabe I 1ioa by

the Sedatbs ssovbory, "o deri &1 Landoucio del woglil ~oodle  Lum

in 1707 Gigli, “rofseasr of ™ell. o fabires? ia She Undversil s & Jlena,
undertook the publicetion of J-tharing's 1ife onld conslebe worie,

he erusud a now trensl-bion of the Jewnd 40 be uede by tas Gonouice

Bernnrdive Pesel, The Tibs now fownz the firsd volume of Gigii's

A Sonbr Cotorins, This volums ip weplebe with "uirondo’s
impressions of Ostherins®s eonstoub devetion %o, nnd influcnce
on, her gpiritunl #-=4ly®, of vhich ahs wao the mother nd heeds

An awrlysls of 5t. Cotherinsts edabtles disclorey tiw Jrob
Shet ehe nddrasscd ap voxinstely 400 1 cnsaren X 46 ob le st 6B
persons and govermpenbel spd esclesireticsl bodics, Beozwos of
the extent and wiriedy of hor eorvespondence, it his bLeoon nefussgy
to confire this Shegie to her epiritusl lubtore ooft b the Yreute
maot of the folilorine six Aistinctive Liestorie:l yorsonisres, who
provides sn cdemusde cromg~gections)l rerresent:3icn of ko cors
temporerics uron whem the Seim of Seve arerted 2 tranendovs spiritusl
influence’

1) Honderi di Landoonio dsd Pagliarssi {d, 1408), o
diseinle end a secredary of &b, (otherins, =zn excellont poub, end
author of a rhymed Ssind-lepond and of beuebifal lsuds dn prelse

20 Crtherlse's fuurelauwlred Lebbors i munesripld Jorm .re
te bo found in the {ollowiny Huvonerr cities: Sion e
Lviblicteos Comule (fumieirolo) @i Shenn, !weTe 111, e
Bomo=piblictecn Casanntense, MSS. 20° apd 3450; Lliobece
Vebicono, Cod, Vub, 40b, D883 Dibliobees losiconle 7idtoric
Empmele, ' 5. 107 (M0, b Ponb D). Wirenne-nitlictsen
dazionsle, Vioue Jlablind, EBet(, gle Vilis T .ls 1790 and
1380, cl. KXW, 1bhe 187 and 190, el, WATTLLY, Mu. 130
Biblictosa sdscawrdions, ... L3, L6, 1673, londone
Britich meeomn, Thrlelon, 1, 3480,
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of the virgin of Ll

14) Stafuno ¢4 Corvuvao Mo wnd Lo, 14 Wy, . rhureduas .l
of the varthueion trdur ond hu Lor of fouco,

§114) 24124 » Micte (de clron b)), the Joglish surotinien
nonle who uirectod the cotividies of tho Sloavsy Gubhoriniubs.

iv) Rodmonde delle Vigmo do Uspas (do LW}, 1netcre
Gunertl of the Iopdnic.ns, %, uathorinedn clief opiritusl
directoy, ) aublior of guuetre |
decenty, (R39n).

v) Dorrweo 41 satondo focel nfruvind (4. ML), omo of

the enfih¥e fivet followers ¢ad most loyal ussocintes, who i
raxnuored for hie Lesendsn igor and indef: tipnble lobours to
hove the epistler of Slenn cenonized,

i this Jucturg, the wribtey would lile to indicnte more
speaificclly the linite of, and the two-fold approoch o, his
prodlam, This projeet is noh comcorned with a re-inberpretobion
of the mystionl or csceblical theology of Cotherine's cge, oe
$thig would be tho work of truined theologlona, low doss b
préhand $0 re-gvalucto Cotherine’s marits as o liSercwy writer,
for this would be the tusx of emperd littéroteurs. The problas,
then, deals sololy with o ddscuesion of Ontherinels spivitunl
gpietlen, which, with the groce of Uod, broogid shboud o bonedicinl
chonre 4in the 1lives of coxtnin nmen of her ©inosS.
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fowever, & eolubion of tho thesie problem hnes repdired
the following two-pronged spulsos

Piret, it hus beot necossczy to render imto .Anelish
sevunty-geven Tuscon end labirn epfelles Auepntchwd by Grnbherine
and hey disciples, Ixoepbing for thosc appended to this theois,
these epistolexy reanditions remain in momseript form,

Second, the thesis-writer hos boeun cbliged $0 inepech
the seventy-suwven focuments for ro:l zund rossoncbly ccceptobie
elements of Csthu¥ine religicus influonoe,

This novel trectment, of exenining ond evelucting the
oextent of the Sienvee virgin's epiztolnyy infivense on her
diseirles, hes never before been eimilarly sttempbed,

Inzotmech ag §71 yeors hove elepsed since Cobherdne's
deeth, 4t is not an epsy mabber %o pub one's finger won on
infalitbly tenglble influence, Thurefure, the writer, lheeping
this fect contimizlly in mind, hos tried to cveid felling fxto
the error of intolevard dogmabtienm,

In the chepters which follew, the word “influwmoe® wil)
besy o restricted mesning, Ustherine's epistles will be remorded
es an influcice ouly b0 the exbent thet they cot as en cdiuvend
sgepsy ia helping to modify the weys of living in her cordemoraries,

In Ghapber 11 of this study, which immedictely follows Shis
Introduction, it will be ehoon thob Catherinele epistles helped

tsoch Banieri Peglicresi, o promieing young poed and Trnbieb, %0
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deboch his ayes, mind cud huwl from the love of visible
uufl finite thinge of tho world nnd to cirerd hig (tbolien
to the Twrldn of tho Joviedble one! the Infinula,.

Chupbor 111l eubers on Jtufuno tocond, Sho wolthy bub
lukewarn Clonese (hwiedian. I wie 4, ithorinets lettoce vhich
wore ingbrurmendol in chonging e abbtitude boward Christ ond [s
Chureh, ond, fipolly, in locding binm Lobo o Cowbhusian won.sbery,
where he resigned ond ylelded up %o thoe high pleosurs of God zil
love and offection Por woildly things,

how e ecdnd¥e spirivusl veganges perguaded \Willdon Tiabo,
an smpustinlon heeyrdt, to shobu off the yoke of pride wnd ronder
himeclf & Yrec end hrble Chricticn by refusine o moke hinmgelf
o Judge of othere and by loving his brother hamite, is discusaed
in Chepber 1V,

In Chaptor V, the writcr chowme how $the Tienese virgin's
letters helped move Rodmonde de Gupne, her rosd Lllustrious
confogsor, $0 r full understonding of his dubies 8o Christ, Ris
Grureh ond His vicoy on ecyth, ond holped transforn him imbo a
wvorthy soldier of $he Divine Cepbodn of ocur ealvebion, in ovdew
thet he niskd feorlesaly eosbrt fleshly oin rnd cormupbion,

Chzppor V1 vevolves chboud Tormmaso Onfferini, the Domindoon
frisy to whon Cothorinels spiritucl messages 80 improssively
pointed ouwd the importones of forvert prayer and perfect union
with God, in order t0 be suetoinedl seeinst worldly Sambetions,

thot, aftaer e Asdoe, ho devebed his best efforte %0 the diffusion
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of tho cult snd the toachine of the vircin of Sdenv, ond wen
initisted bhe process of hor beatifioshlon.

The finnd chopber gives » suweyy of the thosls and
ecaclusions dravo fyom o sbwliy of the influence of Gsbhering's
gpiritucl eplotlesn,

in fopendices A, © enfl § which hrwe hein odded Yo thia
thesis, the writer hae inbrsduced - pertinest sroun of 4rrnelchod
paseages vhich appear iz fvporbent Trsesn and Intin domwente
despatched by Gebhering onl Mefeno Maccnl,

I Appendices D umob B hove Beor includef bPlogrophloal shciches
of ¥{llism Flade nnd Relvonde da Copue, which sre sclon fovnd 4n
gonvenbionsl Smericen or Dwelleh works on Cetherdng oy her Cieciples.

Mppendie ¥ ls devobed o an ssbrood bokwn from Fove Fius 11%
2ull for the Oonondention of the SMonees virsine

These salechions, essablel os they rre for o clesy undore
starding of the thesiz 23 » whole, have been regorded an toc lengthy
for inelusion in the body of this projeck,



CHAPTER 11
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Al litersture seubering on 5t. Cotherins of Slen:
mentions the fact thsat the poeition she ocouples in her
own times is cltogether an anmceptionnl cne. She does nob
belong to o religious order; yeb she is nsither 2 seguler
nor & resluse., Sho sppesrs before us surroundsd by o srovp
of devoted followers who wre abtoched %0 her by no other tics
than those of personal sffection, /mong thess disciples «xo
individnal s of every veriety of ape, stotion ond charascter,

Active in Cotherinets gpiritusl cirele are Stefomo Maconi,
%illiam Flete, Bodmondo da Copua, Tommose Caffardni, and Banderd
Pegliaresi, Vith all these otherworldly persons, who are the
contemporaries of the worldly Boccasclo, Deccadelli, Volla, Pegmic,
and Bocchebdl, the saint corries omn o correspondencs, All of
them foel free to ask for her spiritusl sdvice, and to ench end every
one of ther she fecla obliged to give counsel :ocording to the
sincere dictates of her mind ~pd hesrt.

ghe 4¢ not formully schooled in the fundimenbols of divinidys
thearefore, she does not thin herpeolf quolified to answer Sechniosi
theologicnl questicus, However, from tims to time ohe 4is brouwghd
face to fzce with distuwrbing epliritusl probleme vhieh, with tho
aseistonce of Almighdy God, she hondles toctfully cnd carefully.

hopopg the more Lnwolved epiritucl ccses which come %o the
chtention of Dotherine, in thot of Towdaerl Pagliavesi, or just
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Pisrdf®, s ho 4o often oirlled, sm ovdus sdudent of Tau

and regdrores and o gifted veredfior who belonms to the provd
group of dawning “esaissonse writurs, ho Lo well o.puldinod,
ofnoctionnlly, to follow tho Slanesc myeticts wuow lly phreood,
though besubiful, thoushbe ond ronid ddobation, vhon ko besomes
her seeretary in 1370,

The woy in whick Paglinvosi comos to meet Gobhorine ond ths
nomner 4n whioh the ssind s epiritual epictles influneuce bim,
poretisute, no doubb, tho mest inbereching rmd axeitins eisocdos
of the voetically inclived secretoryls 1life,

It appenrs Shot thwough hic romaeindonco with o growm of
Univereity of Siens students, Tro Burbolomso 41 lomenieo, tho
spinkle seuond confessor, forms o friendship with leglisresi,
who hags for some little time beon enioyinge considersbie £mo ng
e moker of verses, Heri, wvho Lelonge $o ono of the lesser noble
femilies of Sione, begine %o consult Fra Borbolomeo aboud his
gpiritusl cifficulties, which are, indewd, wite com lex. %he
yourg poot heg, perhops, boun disburbed chout some wyplensond
expeoriences of Ybe joeb. M oy rebe, he iz icrolensive, morose
erd dejected, The world disgusts hin, bub rolirion dowew nod drew
hin with enfficient impetus to eever hin from Wt Lo debeste,
Probebly 4t is bie pogtie faculby which megrdfice hic ranlexitios.
Be sgamg to sew everybhidng with blurred edges, Thare is ro
guestion of the faet thet tho troubled und hyporesonsitive lerd

iz vouh %o malre Pra Darbolomen eish,
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A lope luesb, Fro Dowbolonuwo persucdes roglicorosd
to eppromch the Sicnose vircim, cssuving hinm thet she will
be able b0 explodn overybhing o hime Nelng on avdodoorod,
Neri dc corefd 60 do the corroot dhinp. I adfresses o formol,
bud rother nolive, lebtor to the rnystic, in vhich ho osls to bo

reccived in the cirels of bor cogmelrbonces, e recaives the

folloving reply from the Mimms Spiritusle® 1

You nglz ne to cdoph you ns o son, ond although
1 a0 bat on unvorthy, wiserusle, and vrotched
sinner, I huve nlrecdy adopbed yon, wnd huve done
a0 with affectioncbe love, I bove alsc sledned
myself forevor, in the eirld of Cod, to cnower fov
yoa to Bim for oll the sing which you hwve committed
or micht ocorit, Bowever, I proy youo $o fulfill ny
desire; thot is, thut you counfess yourself with (hrist
Crucified, by entirely swvering yoursslf from rundene
conversubion, as in no other manneg? could we hawe $his
gorformity with the Son of Cod, Clothe yoursel? vith
Chrich Crooified; Jor He ie Shat wedding goment thob
will give you grose here, mnd, aftor your ecybhly denth,
will place you ab the bangued of dornsd 11fe,

T beging the firgd of ob leonat o dozen Srue nenee of
acul mossnges, 2 vhich evertuoliy moke o deon ond locting dmproscion

on Nexi. ©f theso twelvo mpiritucnl despotches, only Shreu cre
foundl 40 be in mglisk trunslubion waen tho thesie-uritor underd i o

2 P, Misciabbelil listo them oo followss Iettore Viii.
X111, X, V1, RCLA, OV, CLXGVINL, oLGKKVL, GAG1Y, (idd,
CCa Will, uCLX¥y JCLIGXl. Those memsaces ore distribubed
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to render the remcinine niue into the knplieh Longuo, é

Wwow, for the Livat $ime, oo ¢ rerudd ca thu twelve
renditions, the compleio voul plebwe of Hurl - the neoet oo
Fumondet o8 well us the (hrisbimm Thoronmist - comer fubo viow,
Hexrd the Post, vhoss coul Lo sdlll wbnevged n troulilovs wolbors,
&0 3018 An elesy turmm to follow the prth oone trod, Lor inntance,
by M. Pranel: end Ot, Tondndc., Tes, he is advised to follow the
esurple of Christ Himself, hel 4, to Alvest himsslf of =11
woridly pessessions, resisn himeuif complotely from this vorld
and sosolz $hie nad, e is virbuelly compatad, In Pins, %o drown
kimpelf in $he Sacred Xlood of Ma "o 418 on Mound Calvary for
thoe sing of man,

Baesuse of Cnbherinets indly bud o udid riviag, lwrd thinks
Bo ousht 40 330 hev, Has is convinced ¢hrt sho is no mere vomon,
He even suspects tha% she knows thet he has an 23)irze soul. Realising,
then, thot his soul &g spiritunl, be bolisves $hot 4% ougid to hove
somebhing epirituel iike $%gelf; ond, of covvse, only (uSherine,
he koeps vepeating to himself, cep well give bie soul the nocessary
nourishment, %0 her, therefors, he govs inowdi:Lolye

& ‘'Theww nine lebters, pemmed in the Tuscra lonmunes, o o T
in 2 doclubbelll, ope 0ib., und sre onsigned the
folloving mrberst Whil, XV, TCLR, VY, OLX vi, Gx011,
’»}ﬂJC’Wlll, GW@L@ ﬁ: ;IJ’U-L “1.
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Peglicrueids fired visit with the splritnonl wmetlhur Lo o
sordicl one bub buefore 4% is over, Onbharino lvous hin csddo
end ashs him Lf he cap, in the nenr Halure, ood ww her ceerebolVe
Incamuch e the holy ooisbler hwe not us yob leovsed $o recd or
write, she froxkly, thoush sodly, =d0its hor finsbillty %o WMM&&@
the quill. The youns pooct, who 4o wond %o plesse, evinoes vieible
joy ab the prospect of helpins Csbherine. %o beo nsked o servics
fron o friend hes olweye been o Slecgare thad has pelioved the
nelangholy smw‘ of hie ouwn uselessngus, which bnp for army yeors
hoveossed him, DBud $hikd how mueh nore vhon the reouest fs mode
by the Siemcse s.ivhd

Reri 1s zoon sesn ab Cebhorine's slde writinge eoistlos et her
dictotion, One morning, ofbor he hes written ¢ series of mizsives
for thoe Slenese myetie, the lobter Sharis hinm cordislly for his
ind cssisbanse; vherauwpon the pood-geribe rauvnrks, onlmogt gelf-
cangcionaly, that he Is happy toc aossist how, reovided thot ehe cam
contime bo neke use of one vho is cold and fgnoromt of lLwnvd,

Gatbhering lmows fusborhbly thst Yhese words huve coms froo the
1ips of en inorecsingly spiribuslly sick man, She Shs loohks o8
him tenderly end understendingly. "% Yoow lmmedi;bely,® she scys
to him, "bhat your soul wos very much troubled end thad you were
dispossd $0 combimnol mental etrugeles oo eopricious moods, Ind
kesp aomsgbently in mind this tradhe thot God crected us 30 zive us

unird ereuuted 1ife horenfbar, i

&
L3
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0% weonll ouly %00 wollyt bl penulve bub counfol
Poptioread veprlioe, Mhod frov tiw tire I, o revo ohddd
T hove salfar o fyom venbo! genfusions

lepfusion o thuh hind reucors the soul wewereble $o
1%eelf,” plghe the poblied Oothenine, %ib 46 fua aovae thon eny
erhar mancy of spbvericg, Lost yeur oyes wedh Lhe Urose. Thwre
o vi11 fiond the ligtd kb liberotes vs Drse dorknese, ust only
$ren bhe emborael giteb=-lilce duriocse of norbal sla, bud sleo from
the Crykmes: of dsoroered conduslon which overnlieolns the soul
nrdsr eoloy ol nilitye ™

eot ] forged,” she adida with chorootoristic gextlencos,
840 preab ey 1T gou will, lhe wirong help which I stend much in
aesd, 2uch o8 you have rendared mo bids dey.” %

Nerd lisieas %o Odbhsrineds comoanding bub mecningiul woerds
witn deep resignabiocn. DBesaveo he 1s exdrencly senpilive and often
tresbiing om She varwe of veligiows deupondence, she hos $o Solk and
arito $o him @udie freguoniily, o Siwy he mey be 1ifSed our of his
aotursd Sendady Yo salasvs wod dlscoursgenend, She 1% ic who i
able to ixfuec infu him her oun strong zud high henrted hope.

Une Yeurus fven Sshhorane's episilen, ap well oo from the
gorrespomienes Cayried on bebvesr hop lscinles, that the poste

sesyvebrryte habituel menbzl dxicl 4e thist ke connod renlise thod

4 "Colleziune raglicroslens® di 1Becoles Cuidicciond e
wdez T 113, v 4n the Bibiiobtesn Municipale in
“lonpe (e Depositien of Fro Tommweo Cofferind
in ‘*m*c;mzzm G4 Venezdo®, od, Horelom, €, 39, col, O=f,00,
{7@10 1 [ ]
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the Heavenly Fsther hos forgiven him his elns, Time Herd
is wont ¢n wlraid himeelf as voworthy to be healed o so0m
et he wishas,

But tho aympathetic virein of Sdene well knowe the noeds
of FHari. 5he kmows his burden is heavy :nd thot bis hewrt is
very sad. Certle speech, she ressons, will help muchs for s
not sontle gpesch affien liks wmarme from the ekies¥ Sha addressasn,

theraefore, the follewine afischisnnte yeb soul sbirring epistie

to her nerplaxed sniritusl somt ©

Allow the proeblem of yoar sowd %e be solved in
the lope of the Blood of the Crucified (me, ivue
salfoimoevleige, which von cun schisve through humility,
will increase light, s nuoit cur Croztor more roeady
te nerdon than we to offerd? Hae he not pub wp widh
ony unrishbeoueneesn, and is not caloees vhe woreb of
8)? our fonldte? B Ao cwrteivly s0, ny desy son, Open
your eyves, bhen, to the light of holy foith., See how
mogh yem sre belgver of Oed, ond bebolding Zis love,

80 not be dlsturbved because you likewise sec the
ineptnens apd Iukewsnrmnene of youy own hesrt, Wb iéd
self-knowledge only cugnent your mmiiity and kindie
vour lovs, The more v see how swkwerdly you corres-
pond to the mumificert graces sbowered on you by youy
¥oker, the more you vwill burble youreelf, meyine, with
e fim resoluvbion, "Thet which in the past I heve
regleched te do, T =111 do imrediztely, !

e wivhle just clled, oz vell =z $he obhar: which (etherine
vitrersa o the wellemoenlng Tl frafnl Yerl, ore weitten vibth aR oxe
quisite tanforness, The virgin of Slans s modurslly chevitable and

daes evorydbing within her wewer to being Todfe gonl oloner 80 God,

8 5 Mﬁue REisigle delds Sevslics Veprive S, Grderino
da Slenn, letter 274,
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@very apiritucl epistle despotched to her discinle-necrulery
stroesve the frot Pt love of God lies in moking Gudfs fteructe
and objective the soulls own fnteresto wnd objeckive. It la um
identific. tdom of ihe soulls desires with the desires of Cod,

It s mokime God adbher sells o sedt the objost of Godte will
in, in £Ina) xesort snd wlSlrulo cnulysiz, to sedt God Musell,
aince God caounot geek bub Mimgelf,

Thus Catherine axhorte Mord Lo vuvell lis vhole lifets
setivity under the gye, snd Lo the prysanes, of Gofdp o
rogaad his 1ife from Bod's cnple of visisn not tfron his owmg
axd to do #1il things for God wnd becuse of Hw,

To be suve, the s inmt’g nuiritu-l messeges begin alowly
but surely to oven tho windows of Prgli reelde soul. Bowerar,
bagouse he sbioches boo mmeh dmnoxtence B0 minoy notbars, ho
is often given %0 self-torment, Wls Wr-zginstion Hlys hiwn
conbimual tricks, ec Pheh he seos thince larpur and difforad
from whet they rerlly are. Belng very elmgere in his pidy,
he is troubled by sarupless snd sovers dovdhis choud hinmsclf, It
scems ¢0 him that he vannod posribly be srved, Cotherd .o g
agedn and ugein, to cheor ond ecorffort hiw goud, vhich i- flike o
leaf shoken by the wind,” ©

6 8, Tommogon, Ope wlbe, ietturs 117 und 118,
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Y auppes 0 yale My y:mr nind be puoified regording
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gooblons wenb,

e Lol o 202 lold (3 thrd ooons Snoom

i Cuw MwveTenow, cid fa vEue lamiiddy mu vill ddemiss
Wely 3 K ILnsGhy Yk sonet inges throwel the Atunion
5 Zm dovil, thinze svem %o you $0 geb cut of bhacir
I8 poarerbhicas throueh puur oy nuaebel orew chiens
ang sww M&M&ﬁl ﬁoxmwfm. i euy o move. Homadin dn
the holy ! Swad croue ol lad, Too Chomud $ue Plaarcl
chve yoo Hie ubaiiol Dengdlobion. Hwoed Josus, Josue
LN Ge

Cobludnoty spiribuel Inabsuoli e S0 Ul 2l B hup chhar
dinoiicy, impresc Gno wilth thy ingooip bl fuot thg 1 ouy
rzed gonduet ey bo auduredd Ly followin CGhodst the Dedourer, 1@
ol s, or JSlislent or flasl cuung, ® rodton ivy Gkwisd, u-yn che,
ono et &id to gin ip bortlew e Uy Aled or tke Drosg, e ohenld

T 2. Nlecialtelll, gp.y olbes Vol. IV, mm, 180134,
&g_” ?ﬁlq "fh e 17=061, Of, ”’h’w, e Wﬁ_
9 0% Stary Joberion dn Slenc, e SVLLRR XLV

wzw Fa ob td,, &amm& oL b ORAELRD,. pe 3710,
Mebrouols, Lo (7.), Salocia dslic migticn by Sbole, Toi,
Chepboy 113 wnd D'Uwes, o, {,_&gﬁ g_‘.}, Coranedd delip
Sottirdue: risbloo Cuferinfong, pe 186,
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rice from this caersment Vo new heovenly confduct =s Chvist
7080 nffey decth, e arv micbors of Chrish, bemples of the
Hisly Spirdb, cmi should act socomdingly. 46 the Jhviebion is
cune in Qhrias, coubimass bhie Glousne awystie, he must w0 be
guilty of tks repulsive sot of moldus the matbers of Chrisd Vhe
nasbors of an ignwmdndous sligus, lie are oll brothers af Jirdst -
soung of Uod and longer scrvaxbs of slao. Ye sre 211 jolut heirs with
Chrisst. Thus, ceuanscls the poudud, 1LY wg cuuse oursslvas te suffee
with Him, we may hnve the Joy ales to be glorified with Zim, By
ouy iadivinebion - thad is, dusorporstion in fnrieh dirough Foith
cad baptisn -, we regeive p aew birth, o ansy oresbion, a nw 1life,
for 1t is o divime life, °

Vhat 1z commendable, oo, about the seintts spirituul come
mnications 1o Heri, is the woy in wuich she conneots cll the
virtues., I 1» her thorsughuess wihdch mokes bher seldem contunt
with the menilon of « virtoe or two, Uith her 1% ie 2li or pothing,
anf 80 mhe rivets sur sbtenblon with ¢ comorete piehure of the fuil

srmoury of virtues, 18 Bat tho complebe ploture of the virtues, widah

9 rrof, dmilio rivvesan, uho hne m-ds an exbeumative wuly of
fCebherine and Her Use of tho 2ible, ¥ observes that the Sdenese
salib cites the Old Deutsuiont corredbly, either verkabim op
in wvbetame, 51 Yimes; and that she mekes 340 correct citations
from the New Testumeub, Iorgnint, M., ob &l., Qe £i.. PLe70
D 73] 810

10

Tomepleny: %1‘ 1,m,, 4, 08, 85, 95, 00, 169, 177.
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she describes so well, is & ploture of life, Viee is bud a
maining of that 1ife; virtue is integrity, vholeness, end
holiness,

It is no surprise, then, that Catherine should exhort
Heri Paglisresi to “grow from virtue $o virtue,® B gromth in
feith -~ the foundetion of virtuses - is most eseential, choe writes
him, She advises him to turn his eyes sway from material things,
for ths devil eskilfully sobs on the senaes in the cese of chpes~
aions. He can influsnce the Imagination, orousing fascinating
but evil imsges that ettract the aensitive appetits, shich in turn
fives & biles to the will; or he may coaluse the mind throuvgh
distorted imeges. The Cenwplietion may resemble the action of 2
convex mirror by enlarging the thinge of this eerthi or of a con-
cave mirror, by the reducing of things of ebernity to & single
sesmingly insignificant polin,

Oftsn vhen Catherine writer of evil ené temptation, neece
of rind znd virtue, she reserds $o flgzurstive languzre, Witness,

for instance, the following brief bul carefully worded message to
her Yswoet som® Nerd, $0 whom she ssye thet the nmumbing of self-will

11 The Tusesn verplon rezds! ‘orescore A1 virts in virtud,
. Misciab®slli, gp, oib., Vol, I1I, p. 148,
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will sorn for him the orown of virbues 1

Dosvast and awestiosi seu dn Foddet aweeh
Jemass [, Cobhwrine, sorvedt ond sluve & the
saryante of Jesas Chrisd, vrite 80 o in Ws
progious Blood, wibth desire tu 860 you svoy grow
rom virdue %o virtue, %411 I bghold rou return
to that son of pesep where yor shall never have ury
fear of belng csbrvanged from fod, For the foul
perverse lew bhad militebes sgednst the gpirit shall
be et an eevih, o ghiol)l v renfarsd 1%e due
thereto, Ib is my sopraeet wishy, my swect son, that
whils you lies in Yhis 147, vou axerd youseelf %40
live deed %0 all selfe-vill, It is in euch doabh thod
you shall win virtue, Tims livine, you sholl rosign
to earth the law of parverse desive.

It becomes imcroasingly cleay thet Oabharine uses cvery
spiritucl formml:s to recust 3hie rabher froglle snd torncabed
frame of Heri. Iubermined to meke him epiritunlly perfect, she
time proceeds ¢ dwell, for hie own wele, upen the virlue of
charity, The saimb poimds oab Vo Paglicrwes) thet charity is
tha gresfest of virbues, She cibos fhese threw recscued

Firgt, cherity io the form or wmagh wr-gwimizgle of =11 the
virtues, I izepirce the grestest thing on carth - sonatity, Lor
the essence of souetity is berodc chariby, menifesting iteels in
genarous enberpripes for God; implying grect Loith ond hopo as
well a8 grest ¢ordinsl virtues, prudenee, banpersnce, Juctice,
and & fortitude or force of soul; comtaming .11 mrturicl dongers,

12 P, Miscicttelld, gpe gib,,Vol. 111, p. 348,

34
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despleing corbhly things in ocmpariscn with Louvenly.

Secondly, chority rosts most coeplebely in God, the
Last Bod, confiimies the sainbtly Sdencsv. Ib Heod fulfile in
thie woy the purpose of hwmen cxistenoe, Falth, indeed,
belicves in God, but it does nob resd in Mim, ope locks
forwerd to God to be enjoyed in $he fubure, DPub chupity
clrealy possesses od, as present in cpprehension ond reallty.
It rests in God for the scke of Godp 4% has found o mood whors
exxieby ceases,

&nd, finelly, says Catherine, chority is grectest beciuse
1% 15 stornel. It has irmoxbality ldke that given o sdemis
body. It has the poesibility of ovoiding deathy though it i
not imperisdoble liks the lwmon soul, &he loys grent stress
upoz the foos thet neither hungoer nor thirst, mither nekedness
ooy homelossness, nedther eword nor pesbilence, neither life
nor desth, can seprPsbo ue from the chariby of Christ, The (14
Testemert cmbicipabed this by soying th9t many webers ornned
gueanch love, snd thut 4b is sliromg as desth and os herd as $hecl.

Polmbing oud to Puglioresd thid love will not dwell wpen
the chord of self, Cathutrine goes on to wubol ehurily .nd to pebuko
those given to selfishness, which she properly deseribos va
parverted instinct of s¢lfeprescrvotion, or self-rlorificetion
remulbing in envy of ocur neigldbor. 4 recber (ltrTulen nnd less
intorest in self, she counsels Hard, 4is ths renedy for selfishnssa.

35
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In ovder, then, to counbercct selfichwmess, one mush hove
2 greater love of God aud of obher map - ono muet pructise

love of our Creator mnd our fellommen &8 the domiwnont
note in the religion of Christ, who cime upon earth that mum
night have s larger life, Cstherine, servent .nfl siove of the
assrvants of the Holy Bxemplar of Nazoreth, suoceeds, with the
assistsnce of Divine Grace, to provide a larger life for Poglinrsei.
In the message which is citel below, she furnishos him with cn
effoctive antidode for the folse values of & plensure~sicy world,
This apiritual lotter besrs o specisl eignificunte becouse it
epitomizes all of the s:dnt's 2dvice to Neri, the once morose
and sensitive poet of Slena, who Joins her Yeircolc spirituale®,
acts as her secretary, and finelly bocomes o hermit o Agromogzio

pasr Florence,
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#ith her ugacl forcefulness, Goblerins writes Herd

13

I desire $o ave you unmibed, trincformed
and conformed bo Jesus Chriet, This, 1y very swoet
son, the soul cuwot do-- that is, be perfecily
conformed to Chriet, unless she [the scul] teors her-
eolf altogebher from conforming Vo the world, For
the world is ot strifs with God, und God with the
world, nd they hove nothing whebuver in common,
And 4% 1s reslly 80, beczuse we see thut Godemade-Mon
chose .8 His lot perfeot poverty, insults, ongulsh of
the heurt, mockery, contempt, Iunger and thiret;
desplsed all humcn honour and eafoem; sought slwsys
the hongur of His ¥sther and our selvation, persevered
to the end with the true :nd perfect petience, and there
was no prids in Him mt perfect mumility,

Ch, esteemed and beloved Charityl Indeed, you sre
the direct orposite of the world, The warld seviks
honours cnd glory, ple eurs, pride, impotience,
avarice, h Yo, ronsour ond self-love, tnd o man's
hesyt cyows so nersow thoet he has no room sither for
God or his neighbor,

It is, therefore, well, my decr son, to drew oud
the twoeodped sword of love cnd hsbe .nf eut yourself
entirely swoy from this tenebrous life; end it fs love
of God which will help you do it. I sBay no wore,
?main {un the holy sweelness of God. Sweet Jesus, Jesus

OT6.

13 R, D. Thessider, Bpio
Yol. I, letter Vi1, ;
sumsxry lebter is given im Jppendix A ot the close of
tho thesis, The {hesle~eriter hus seun £id So follow

37

the text of Dr. Thoseider, who is regarded s the best
nodern Ifalian interpreber of Cotherine eplstles, beccuse
thie soholar found it ndviesble more than = decude ago

to pursao the memmscoript (Mo, e, 1792 « 180B) which wes
originelly bequesthed by Paglieresi himmelf, in 1408, to
the monks of Mombeoliveto Magpiore. Jbid., XX1II-%KIV,



HAWIART PAGLIARESYS o POUD WHO BECOMES o BE®IT 38

Poaglisres) tekes $o hesrt these cnd other w.dabolie
words despetehed to him by the suimt, His will fimldly
sucocunbs $o the will of Cotherine. Iut ie there wny evidencs
to support this contentiont? Indeed, thero is, HNarife own
testimony cnd the Sestimenivs of his friends, some of vwhom
becone ardent *Cutwrinuti®, speck eloynenbly and convineinsly.

Of wmsusl interest, for instonce, is the sttestotion of
Don Froucesco di Vannd Mclavolti, vhom Cofherine meets through
Neri «nd whom she almost imstontly convarts ot Lhelr first

meobing. 3% Malevolti testifies in this wise regoriing Nefe

fohange in mind and menner®s 15

Amonz the compenions whom I lcved the best, there
ved one noble youbth of Slenc, nomed Heri laendooelo dsi
Pagliaresi, with whom I spent the grecter port of my
$imz, both becouse e wes plecsant end refined, ond also
hacsuse he was o composer of most besubiful verses, izn
vhioh k4nd of thing I then grechly delighted. ifter we
had baen friendly for aome $ime, Hari having heard of
the glericus virgin Catherine, went $0 seo her withoud
ny knowing $%, sngd so hud become chunged in mind and mimner,
and, =28 i% were, had bturned out %o be & new man,

14 Dr. B, 0. Qordner relstes thot Qsthorine, sypesring to
Maloveltd in ¢ vislon oight yesrs after her desth, rebulred
bhim for s%111 "clinging to the venitles of the world®,
el "bede hin rise, seek cut Nerl di lanmdeocic, «nd go with
hin to the convenk of Monteolivebeo Mugriore, where he would
be received withoud opposition.” HMelavolti follovwed Cubthe
orinets Mhmwtiom amrl Wi rwaived imm the oliv e%}m MW

Li 2X0 5 LasLellang, Dn. ”77-378. af. Lug’sm, f’q@

ug, mm-m e 3 monnei di Youbolivetn,® in Riviube Oborics
ino, @tm. V’II Yoe 188-17%, Aleo Powbier, Bo,

: Slenne. Tow. 1T, pr. L3 =md IF3,



http://fe.tb.arln�

. - 39
RAMEERT oAGLIAHBLIs o v 1T0 00 n BT

Ansthor vorthwhile pluce of testimony Lo Lo the form of
e lebdter written to ¢ Pudre Jocomo by Fro luce di Buwaudo
da Monistero, in vhich this Clivetan moemr wrbcle the wvirtues

of Heri ond mourns his deuths Fro Iuca’s vulogistic words
yun thusy 8

Deurest Futher in Chrict: With grief and sorvou
I write t0 tell you of the nuth of ¥ru Hevi, our
confort, help cnd coumsel; our support, refresimerd
=nd sulde; our mustar, receiver nnd prepurar; our
writer nd vieltory yes, he who thourht for uwes - our
delisht, our only good, and our enterd.incr, Ids
mecknesa, his holy 14fe, his holy conversction, his
holy teuchings, oll his holy weorks, his holy soyimro,
ond Me holy invesbigntions - these cre vll devcrbed
from we, Alas, nmisercblo ones{ olos, poor wrebches i
olog, orphans | where shall we go, to whom sholl we
now hive rooourse?

€f course, 4% iz Prglieresi’s ouvn tesbimony which c-rries
the grectost weiglt, He opebly zdmite Cetherinsis inflvence om
him andl en his co~disciples, in these meaningful wordss 17

¥hile in her compony, we felt ocurselves close
o the source of 1ife. &he wns hevpy, clbhough her
suffering wes bitter. Bhe wos calm, in spite of the
faot thot the eonfliict vithous =pd oithdn was fierce,
Being meocr Gotherine, we understood hovw in God 11 the
sorrow and yecrning of the universe exists forever,
while yet God 1s commplotenesy spd Joy,

16 P. Misciattelll, gp, cit., Vol. VI, pp. 134-136,

17 PMQollezione Faﬂuwumim“ di Mieolso Guidicoioni -

Godez P, IIY, 7, in the 'Bﬁ.bucstmx m@il ula in 3o,
Gfo Lozzereschi, B., S, Gobtoriny aechusd
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Indesd, Veri's devobion to Catherire is so consbond,
that in hic hermit®s cell ke writes graceful poebic lines

in praise of her ond eloo composes o rhymed sainb-legend,

sepradesto,. 18 In these two powme, Peglisresi embelma the holy

remory of his “mamme spiritucle® and givee vent to all the
foolings of zffection und veneration in his grateful znd leving
beart, 19

Iong before his antrence inko the Clivetan heymibtoge,
especinlly on thoee occusions when he ir odbliged to be sway
from Slens on Cubherine missions, he finds time to communicsbe
his spiritu=l éifficulties to the saind, who quiclly despstches
her husble but eimcere advice to him,

Of souree, there cen be no doubt of the faoh thet the
principal 2im of Getherinets epistles is to influence Herd,
There con be ud uestion, tos, of the feot that she eo imbues

A,y Bboria di . M in o Siene o del e
pre BAL-542, JAlso, Qessmblodcdos der Viemer
1934, Tom, VI, P 250,

19 E‘ Mtw. w.m Wmﬁo II, D’a 39.
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whot ghe writes vith her own pevsoncdity thut 4% Lve eufficiond

power o swoy him to Ler own wey of spiritwl thizking,

Yet, it would be sheer folly to ~smumo Sk eho und ohe
alone is instrumcifel in stranytheming Dordds £o4%h 4n Jod omd
in Ms only Begotten Son, OCatherine, <o his epiritunl sodbher,
acts much like ¢ boy'e own mothar, who, claamping his hund, lunde
hin every Sundsy to churgh, therehy helpine him ¢o become o good
Christian, To be sure, it is the Febhar of Idghte, the suthor of
the spiritusl life, ¥ho reveuls $0 Pogliaresi the peth of sanchity,
Inspired, then, by the Light of the Holy Spirit (nd guided by
the hapd of Catherine, Paoglicresi leuves the poods of this world
end, suscesefully running cftar those of Hecven, otiazing to the
purity of foith end apiritusl bhey iness,

To oum up, it hze besn seen in the sourse of dhis chapber
that Herdi Prglicresi, s despondent young poct, becomes ¢ meder
of the Blenese sohool for the spirftualizstion of wen, I%s
foundress ond heand is Cotherine of Slens, I has been shown thod
Bori, vwhile a dleciple of the saint, receilves mony of her
spirituslly imbued epistles, from which bhe lesrns that “scorifics
alone lecds 8o a land of 1ife.® 20 He aiscovers, too, thob €iis

2 %0ollezione Peglioresions® 81 Micolno (uidiccion! o
Cedez . I1I, 3, in the Biblictec: Munledipale 4n Steme,
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®1ond of 1ife? 48 eberncl 1ife, which cun De won only by loving

God and despising the devil, Love of Godebhe-fon «nd leve of She
world ove two nffoctions vhich commob dwell bogebiwr in the sime
bosom, Thus, Cutherine’s religious moss.ges poind ocud %o him thab
the enly way to dispossess the hewrt of its offection for the world,
is by the azpuleive power of o grester ond stronger .fiection fov
Christ Crucified,

It is Catherine's commond thit Hexd Gcke the finmel otep is
the direction of supreme epivitucl happiness, Thia sbep he tolkes

vwhen he becomes on Oliveton bezmit, ‘'hile 4% is true thet
the Siencse epistler puves the wuy for Herits adroncs inte the
Qlivet:n hermitoge, it is eguelly true thot he wills to egcept
the offar and invitotion of God, Nor mmet onw ovarlock the direct
influence of the Third Peraon of the Bisseed Tyinity - the Imporber
of divine 1ife. By the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Blessed
Bari Poglisxesi, he bocomes o regenersted mub - o reciplad of supaws
potural life, a pertuker of the divine life.
Hrving scoepbed the invibation wnd the grage of tho Hsavenly
Father, Heri procecds Lo spread the knowiedge of the importonce of the
love of Qod =mong his {riemds, seversl of whom join $he mmber of
Cathorine's diseiples, namaly, Srongesco Holovelti, vhess sinmulor case
b s elreedy been discussed, however briefly; Oebriele Iicecolomindg
Cristofore d1 Genoi and, wooording to une ecoownt, Stefane Muconi.
Catherine’s spiritusl eplstles despstohed te Mecomi, whe
becomes one of Heard®s closest friends nd onmo of the saimd®s most :ble
secret:ries, will be exemined % lengbh in Chayber 11X,
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It is the lebturs sddressed by the Virgin of Slwo $o
Stefano Maconi, as well as those Alepstched by the lutter %o
his bosom friend, Heri Pagliovesi, which revenl the trus dise
tinguishing traits of Stefone the layman ond Stefeno the monk.

Misolattelli®s recently compiled Fpistolorio cembeing
twelve eplatles directed to Sbefance by Catherine ond el toom
written by Stefans to Neri, Of this oroup of twenby-eight
epistles, which appeer in thoe originsl Fourteenth Contury Tusean
vernscular, only o fow have been tronsleted into Znglish. Although
the thesis-writer is iubteresbed goluly in debermining whot vole
Catherine’s epiritusl epistles played in copverting Voconi fren e
corefred and jJocoss ncblemcn into o serious and plous CGurthusian,
he has, nevertheless, folt it nesessary $o¢ permse not only the
Salob V3 messages $o Magond, but aleo those of the 1abter 0 Poglice
resi, in order to recamebruct in bis (tho writer's) mind the com-
pioto portrailt of Sbefend, and to lexrn something of Stefencts
religzious convictions before he met Cotherine,

This Swoefold task, namely, of rendering into English the
hitherto wronsloted Tuscen gpisbles dispatehod by both Uotherime
and Megoni, and the desorying therein of the epiritunl influences
which moved the mind, henrt cnd soul of Megond to alwn Sho world
endl sed: ctermel peues in o monasbery, hos mover beforo been similopw
1y sttampted,
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gStefono, whoe wes dhe son of Mosser Corrado and
Vodenns Glovenna Bondinelli Macoui = pewscns £ Doble Pumls =,
hod nover dresmed of enburing the clolebercd life. Dub, in
1574, when he wos twenby-seven yorrs of ace, he wos foread
into a feud with the dfstinguished Tolomed ond Fldmoldind
families of Slens, Having apoken to Verl Pagliorosl cboub
this unfortunate situation, he was persusded by the lotter ond
his (Stefanots) own mother to muke perce ab any price. They wven
edvised him to call on Cethevine opd ploge himpelf completely
in hey capcble honds,

Althoueh divided betweon disdnin snd emborrnssment, he,
nevertheless, made his way to the home of the Slensso saint,

Phis happened in 1376,

In his depesition, Muconi freely odmits thet he had
expected t0 be met with the prin u.nd vinegury sweebness of the
tr=ditionel old maid, Instesd, says he, she received mo Pwith
$hs rost loving ehority, o8 thwush welcoming » brother on his return
fyom distant regioms,® 1

He conbimuse? 2

A this I wus cpozed, ond listoned %o hey officacious
end bely words by which she compelled, rather than indused

e, %o 20 to confeagion and to live virtwously., I scdds

"7he finger of Jod is here.! /ind vhen che hed heard the

gruse of wy vieit, she onpowered confldentiy: 00, decresh

son, =nd trust in the Iord, for X will glcdly lobor wbil
you have on oexcellsmd pesce; and do you suffer me to take
the vhole welght of this business upen my hesd.? And thov:e

te her offorte, we 4did indeed obbadn ponee in o oonoer twly
nirseulous,

i rrogesve Goabellann, p. 260, The deposition
eigned by Meoconl beoys the wm&wimzbwe of Mrw Prape
cesce de Vivione ond She dote, Jemmory B, 1413, Mecond hed
satually complebed his wrilten tostimony on June "0, 14172 bud
on Jamary B, 1413, Slgnor de Tiviomo drer wo o ddpest of
the verbal combortstionsl provsso wnd Anstructed 211 wite
nosses prevent, among whom wae Moooni, S slen the innbremed.

2 id.
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The Muconds® reconcilintion with their unomies, os ~ell
a8 Oztherine's epiritunl epistles to Sbefuno, Lrought cboud
his complete conversion, Cwrtoin feobs he does mob, luwover, womtion.
Threurh delicacy, no doubt, Stefamo does mob, in the courss of
his deposition, cutline in deb24l how the reconcilistion in
question wap effected, It was left for his biographer, Fro
Bertolomes 44 Slen:, to relste the particulers of this drometic
story in feultless Latin,

Fre Burbolomeo $ells us thet when 5%, Cctherine hed
grranged $he day for nl) the puyties $o meed ot the (myoh of
Szn Cristofore in the Pesza Tolomel, ond Corrado, Stefono’s
father, and Stefarno himself with their kinsmen cime in compliznce
with the Sieness Seimt%s wishes, the Tolomel ~pd the Rineldint
fomilies, with 2 view of eddlng 5 fresh inmmli ond rendering re-
conciliztion impossibls, 444 mod sppesr, Cobtherine was informed
of it, 97They will not liséen $o me,’ she said, *but willing
or unvilling they shall be ocbliged bo listen to Almighty Godeo? ©

& Bartolomeo 41 Siems, De
Lib, Ig QDo Mg
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Macondfe Jbaliom biographer conbimies as followes 4

ghe time went immedindely to the Qmuroh whither
she hed comvoked Stefono Mocond with his fobher
Corrado and his other relatives, She plocdd hepe
solf befors the primeipel slter, .nd offered freuquent
preyers $0 Heaven. Whilst she wus proying, roviehed
in sestoay, those who refused te be reconciled, came
to the Church, wimown to one another. God broughd
then there, As soon 08 thay saw Cothevine in proyer
and pevceived, us they eftarmards admitted, the voys
of divine liskt thot dsrted frem her coumbencree, Shey
folt themselves vanguished and yeady to renounce thelir
anger. They addressed themsolves te Cetherine, who
hod returned to her ordinury atote, They cherged hor
to regulate the conditions, and ell soon exbraced ecch
other and mdwelly : sked pardon.

It was at this time, when Catherine was buay meleding plang
0 bring peace betwean the two worring families, that she chenced
o see Stefuns and esked him, wa she had onse zaled his friend
H eri, to help her by writing some messnges from her dictations
for, esys Fra Bartolomeo, "this holy virgin, being engrged in
nany affeirs regurding the sulvetiom of souls, in which, by recsea
of her sex, she could not always personclly cvpear, was obliged
tc have recourse to letters, and sometimes diotated to two or
three secretaries ab ono cnd the srme time, end on Aifferent
subjecte,® b

Stefono gludly cocepted the pesition of ceemensis, for

thros reasonst

Firat, he wished %o sghow his apprecistion of whot Cotherins

4 Dartolomeo di Siene, loc, Git.
5 il

46
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hed dome $o restors frisndly relotions betwoun his femily
and tho houses of the Tolomei cnd the Rincldind, by elving
his gratultous swrvices,

Second, he thought it & grect honor to ¢/ ke dictotion
from the lips of .n umgually telented and holy person.

Third, he was eoger $o learn more ~boub otherworldly
things from ono who secned $¢ hin to heve been inspired from
ohove,

As sooretory to, znd disciple of, CGatherine, Stefono
orobo epistlee for har and &lso rocelved nevernl from her,

It vos thess lattar messgoges which oventually worked o proe
found smeliorstive change in his hesrt und soul,

Yhat Cotherine seys epistolically in ordser teo bring
about this change in $efono, who hed bewn Hgarried ewoy in the
current of a worldly life,® © 4s, for the first time, more elesrly
revesled in the course of %lde theais,

fmong the lebters which the epistler of Sienn addresszed
$0 Maconi ood which, 80 fur ¢s the writer hos been cbls to
asoertain, heve never before been rendered imto English, are
to be found her first and leet of o series despebehied to him, 7

7 Coplea of the originel epistles hoave been published by
Pe Miﬂciﬂttelli. Yol. 11T, Poe 15?«-160, 2@1&%2‘33
VYol. IV, pp. 2632843 Vol, V, ppe 71-78, 9286, 253257,
266770, These sources hsve hesn frecly whilized by the
theels~writer,
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It is evident from . perusal of theve lebbers,
which Qutherine sende Stefane from ldes, Florepos ond
elsewhere, thot ke ie desirous of w.lliing in the Light
of Foithy 8 vherevpon sho maligs hoste $0 ley down ¢ $We
fold diseipline for him to follow, numely, the mertificction
of his unruly oppetites cnd velf-will, This is cchieved, & yo
she, thyough prayer, which softens the he st and companastes,
boecouse of ite sweobness, for tho bilterness thet ie insep.e blo
fron mortification, 9

But Sefono does nob appeny, as yeb, prepaved to be
burdened with severe discplinea, Ib iz obvious $hst he is logking
in perseverance ond fortitude, for he cpyreals $¢ (utherine for
conforting words ond further spirituul ndvice. She recdily kunows
thet hie uncesiness wnd veclness stem from two ddsburbing bub
sigpificont coucses.

The first couse, theugh . comporetively minor one, revolves
about the faob thed Stefinme hoed ctbtended o secred mecting ogeinst
hie govermmant. Gabherine, guining knovledge of his perticipotion
in this subversive movement, ciuses him $o infliet vpon himself

severe penance for his misconduct, Mesmwhile, hod Stefono besoms

8 P. Mscisttelli, gp, cit., Vol, 111, pr. 157-159, Gf.Mccomi's

letter to Poglicresl, in which he solicite his proyurs

in order that "Ood in His goodness mry deliver ne from
the misarcble bondage of the world, ::md show me im vhot
woy I moy best serve Him® (“preghi Mo per me che per
certo nio' bisogno, pregundole singulormente ehe mi cons
ceda grazdin ch'io md pappl eviluppere ds Qesto frocidume
del monde; per modo chlo somre facel 1l mus volonbn? vop
quel verso che Fiw slc plecwole o Ini™). Duid., pe Yio

8 Mg Yol, 111,;, e 157=158,
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terribly conscienve-gtricken? Hxd he begun %0 fo v rébrliztory
notion from the goverment? Had the self-inflicted vuisone bocome

too grest s task for the repurstion of his sine?

/myone of these foctors, or probably the three combined,
mizht hove comtributed to his feeling of unxdady 1nd despedr,

The second compe, which besrs o grester telltcle crgumend,
ig laild =% tho doorstope of his ovm home, It is 4z his own
home, 58 it will soon be pointed cut, $hot Cutherine espics
those deletericus influences which sttempt to keep Sbefimo
outeids the will of Heaven and sbtop him in the peth of perfection,

To bresk or not to break owey from the worldly comforts
of home? This is the question vhieh conbimanlly menzces the mind
of Maeconi., Thie is ths problanm vhich Cstherine helpe her diseiple
solve. It is in her epistles, which studied es they sppesr in
the fronkness and cleurmese of their originul phroeeclogy, thet
one finds the key to zm intelligent understendine of what goes
on between S86funo ckd his porents, as well as vhet e Gis-
cussed between Stafono snd the madd of Slenc,

There is ne deuying the foct th t Mefuno s very much
ettoched to his own mother, Monnn Glovenns, who, in $wrn, loves
him decrly end worrles ond ecmpleins vhenewvor he is cbaent from
home and busy woridng on some project csaigned him by Cntheriane,
The ecintly epistler's greacbest desire, on the cbher hand, is
to see Stefino breck himself loose from =11 seculer interente
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and steep himeelf in the Hlood of Christ Crucified, 30
It 1o 4n the scmo Idndly yet £irm moomer that Cotherine
writes Momns Giovannn, who, slthough she hes developed n
little motherly jeslousy, is, novertheless, on imbimite ond
affeetionste terme with the Saixb,
As we se¢ in Gotherine's .dmomdtions which follow, whe
tactfully bt sincerely advises Moconite mother not Yo 1ot
har exnerer:bod metormal tondermess hindey hor eonm in bie
high and noble voestions 31
My desr mobthar in Christ Bwest Jesus: I, Cotherine,
sorverd wnd elave of the servonte of Jesus Chirdsd,
write you in s precicus Blood, with the desire ef 1
seelnz you o resident im the house of gelf-imovledge,
in order that you may experiencs true love; for, =a
1 see it, she who does not love har Crextor completely

ceznnot bo plessing to His eyes, eince He Himself is
Love, ond deosires nothing tut love,

The Sicnese opletlar peimds cut to Giovemns thot love of
the Heovenly #uther begomes lmperfost when a mother hegias to
shed Secrs bessuse she ic obliged to give up her san to the
servics of Fim from whor man receives his inhearitonge .

10 Catherine sighs expeoctingly: ®C quante sars besta 1%anime
nle, quande b1 vedre cyer tagliato da te il monds attusie
meko © mertuinento® (Ch, how bleesed ehsldl be ny soul,
vhen I ghall ses that thou hoet cut thyself off from the
world, cctuclly :ad menknlly,*) P, Misciotbelld, g, cib.,
Vel, V, ppe 8284,

11 P, Wisclabbolll;, op, oib., Vol, IV, yp. 33-38,

12 Cf, Cctharine's "oell of self-luwwledge?, which wus o
secret, loly-d@pirit-inspired cell in her wind, oub of
which she resclved never $o po by recson of ooy estarnsd
ocoupudion, I8 proved (o be o refuge whick the Scinmd
contimuzlly urged upon her {disoiples thad Shay, bos, should
find, ond which could nover be 8:d:en fyvom them,
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She Shen conbimues) 1°

¥ is my wish thot you silmincte in your poPson
ell self=-love seccording $¢ n.ture ol the senses,
which you feel for yourself, your children,
and ony other crssted thing, You should love
neither yourself nor snything else spurt fyom
your Multer, hocouse it 4s impossible thet o
nan esn serve two mustersy for, if he sserve the
one, he is unsdle to zive sobticfrotion $o the
other, Thue it followe that no one eun nerve
both Ged ond the world, becmse they hwe no
hormony with each other,

It is my wish, therefore, thot you 14if%
your desive anfl heayd cbove the world and ell
ite doings, and thet you open the eys of your
rind in .n effort to kmow what love God besrs
to you nd what he has given you, for leve,
namely, the Word, His Only-Begotton Son-le Tho
in burning love has given life end has sserificed
Fis Body that e might eleanze memkind with Ma
precious Xood,

Bo these words, my desy mother, & source of
comfort to you, .nd be not disturbed that I have
kept Steof:no sc long; for I have only Scken good care
of hirm, HRest essured thet I wish to do vhstever 1
ean for him =pd for yoa, even to desth, You, mother,
bore him ence; ond I wish Yo bewr him .08 you and
ell yowr fomily, 4n beurs and swests, by repested
prayers and desire for your spiritusl health,

For some time Stefono, although protasting his leve for

Christ, the Saviour of mankind, and his strong epiritusl

ebtochnunt to the Scint of Slenms emd her *figli spiritunii,®

appears, nevertheless, & we:kiing %0 her tecr-filled yeb

observing oyes cud Godeloving heurt, Hhe proceeds, tharefore,

to teach her umlecided “sen® the definition of $rue happiness,

4

5he telle him forthwight thed hoppiness does not consisd in

honors, nor in glery, nor in wezlth, nor in werldly power, nor

15 P, Miscubtelld, pp, oib. Vol. IV, pp, 85-53,
14 Ibid., Vol, ¥, pp. 92-88, "66-268.,
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in goods of the body, lor 4s humen hoppiness sected in

the senses, Nor does menfs witimobe heppiness consied

solely in acts of the morsl virtuce, nor solely in the wot

of prudence, To bo sure, man's uitimebe hep iness consiste
in babhing himself in the Blood of Christ znd in conbemploting
God the Father, And this two-fold operstion requires that the
body should be digsonocusbered, and to this effect ore diresteld
$he unadulterstod effords of mind and will, Moreover, this
operation reguires freedom, she contimues with arphosis, from
the disturdance coused by the passlons, which is cohiwved by
mosng of ¢he morel virtues end of prudense; and freedon Sfrom
externnl disturbame, to which the vhole governance of the civil
1ife is directed,

It is unusuelly inboresting to exemine, at this juncture,
one of Cotherine's leoet lebters %o Magond, in whioch she gently
upbraids him for hie irresclutences :nd indeciaiveness., Thms
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follows the Siemess Sedxbis imeisive «nd pleburengue upletolie

languages 10

My desr Som in Chriet dwoed Josust I, Cotherineg,
servint end slove of the serwvendn of Jewus Chriet,
arite theo in the Secred Blood of the lumb, with
desire t0 sec thee sever thy bomds, wnd wot marely
sot thyself to relsasing thom, besouse ib reuuires
gome time to relessa, and $his thou ert not mure
of effesting, so uickly dows time pess from theo.
Yor better is it, therefore, to sover ther complelely
with a true ond holy gexl. It will, indeed, be u gresd
Joy to my soul the day 1 vee thee oud thyself off
from the world both in deed and thought, and
from thy own corporeal insbincts, ond unitel %0
the ebernzl 1life - ¢ union vhick ig so joyous,
swoet cnd plessing thrd 4% mitigebes 11 Dibttore
ness cnd renders lighd every burdsnsome loadl
Yhe, then, shsll kesgp ws from wielding themord
of hate ond love, and vevering eelf from eelf
with the hond of free willY No socner has this
pword severed, thon it proves of sush virtuo
thet union resuits,

Cotherine nover stops cxhorting Stefamp do divorce hime
86l? completely from nll éisbolie:lly toinbed runfone things, o
Persovere upon the rond of the Crucified Ome snd vomeofin firzed
in the cell of self-kmovledme, che ndvises himg for, overy
parfection .nd every virtue is achioved tharety, Howaver, che
reninds hin elwsys 30 wbilive the twin-edged sword of love .nd
hetrel, Ileve, she seys, implies hobref. Joes not the lover
of truth hate 2 1ie? Does ot the lover of the orphom hato
i85 o pressor? Does not the lover of Chwrist hote Mo condemnors?
Indeed, the zool for God rmd for menm inovitobly lecde %o
a white heot of indignstion ogninst impiety wnd orprossion,
Sush indirmetion is rendered imbo notion., (I rib; impllos hoto
of those vho impeds ghoriby; .nd chority, Cotherine epleticnily
points cub to Naconi, me.ns Torgivences of cno’s mogkers, of

ong'a debrectore, of cne's eneelss,

18 P, mﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁ%@l&ig m V@la 'W' Phe @f@@{-,’}g
1& r@i@gﬁ V@lo VQ WO %& ® e
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The "™omma Spiritusle® fa foreover diresting Sbefomo’e
ayes o the face of (hrist, counsvelliiy; hinm (o leb the con-
dugt of our Lord imspire him Yo be u consistent Christion
and Qubarinoto, Be over falthful to conscience, to mrimciple,
apd to dudy, she worns him, To do 80 is indicobive of the
Christisn murheod which distinguishes S hore from the cowcrd,
the mardyr from tho spostube, the follower of Christ Crucified
from the cbmeguious slave of lmmen respect,

Cathering véprovingly Sells Moconi to be : mamly mon
gnd to cast off the febters of bondege, She udvises him nob
tc be the slave of the rule of sotion supplied by the werld,
Cerrectly defining hwmsn respect, she proceeds bo siy thad 4%
iz & vice diamedrically epposed to the virtus of Christiam
manhood, I¥ &8 & base condescension, Ly which a muny sither
Zrop ths drend of cffending others, or from the hope of cone
ciliating their friemdship und good will, specks or scte
sgaingt his own inbimete corwictions,

The sirve of lwwan vespoct, soye the Suint of Sieann, is
like the idol wentionsd by the Pealmist, He hus gyes and
sess nob; he hos ewrs wnfl hesrs not; he hus o mowbh snd specks
not, Or, ribher, he soen tlreugh obthere? qyes; he heurs
through others® wars; he is the moutbpiese of obtharsg he is o
mered puppet uwcholng their sentimente, Heo t¥ies to plowso men,
whieb is rigit, bud «3 the expense of hls consciense, vhdch is

EORS,s
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Sothaerine further toells Mocond thet the feor of populer
prejudice, especially when e religlous vocobion is concarned,
is the moat crimincl form of moral cowerdice, becrmuse it is
plaeing the vacillating ond ungrateful orscture cbove Yho
Crector,

the thus ceks Stefeno to reflect upon the fuob thot the
person who acte wp to his copmcicncse hre bubt onse muster, and
that Hosbter ie OGod, Vhom to sewve is the greatest of honors,

He enjoys the gloricus liberty of the sons of God; Wt the
slave of Immen opinion hes e mony mesters as thare are indie
viduals whose censure he drende, or whose smiles he secures ab
the expense of duby; und he is contimunlly cbliged to study
their hamor ~nd dispodion, thut he may sdapt his obsewaiona
servility to their ever-chenging ceprice.

Catherine strongly reminds Mocond that the slove of lmnmon
respect iz universally detosted or despleed. He is odious in
the sight of God, since he =tifles the heavenly voice of come
science from & servils feor of men, We comnot, comtimues she,
gerve o8 the ewme time the coume of righbeousnees und of self-
frterest. The sluve of mmen reepact is despicooble in the sicht
of his fellow-belnge, for how cun they respest - men who has not
the menlinesz $0 gpeak cnd live up to his honest convictions?
And must he not be corkemptible in his own vyes when he looks
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into his heart and conbampleten hin dlesin®isgion snl
gowardice luid bore before him?

The Sienese Sodnd is well awore of stefimols gred
desire %0 ascept the epiritucl burdens which Chriast
Grucified ond his ™domme Sprirituale® would place wpon hie
shoulders; but tamtine terrans «od exbruo-fcrrens influcnces
app.ear 30 dissunde him somewhst fyom actuslly piving hineelf
wp to the Divine Will of God; for which recson the putierd
Qatherine dispetehes to Stefzmo o very frank yeb spiribunlly

elev-sing episble, the most eomenbiel portion of which io

cited belows &7
1y dear son in Christ Sweed Jecust I, Catherine,

owrvouldt and slove of the servanbs of Jesus (hwrdeh,
arite thee in hle most preciocus Bleood, rith desire
tc sse Sheo risen nbove ell childish things, omd
begome 2 re~l mani visen, I say, from drining the
mill of consolrtion, membcl nd actusl, &nd st So
oat the hurd wmsty brend of meny tribulctions in mind
snd body, of strugglen with Sctan opd inspliés from
folreweother fyiends, and of any other noture thit
God might be plessed to offer thee,

I 7ish %o 38 thes rejolcing in much, ond hostening
to mesd them sith viwlcheurbted dosire cnd opon erne
titude te the Divine Goodness, when it may ple-se
Him to show thee such noble gifte < which will be
vhenever Ho gholl sos thee fit to receive them,

Kokindle, my son, thy lvkewsrm henrt. Irmopse
&t in Christ®s Blood, thot it mey burn in the furnoace
of diving chzority wnd becone inflomed with true man-
ful geel, resdy to ember on the bottlefield to do
grect works for Christ Crugcified,

17 Po !ﬂmi&tt@lng wog VOl. VQ e 690
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Cothorine’s episdlus now begin to bring oub cert dn
fevorsble signs in the mind .nd hewt of Mefruoy vheremmon
the Seink, who is yopidly newrins the duy of her de.th, begins
to impress more strongly wpen hiv vhe necessity of enbering
tho moncstary, in order that he mey the sresbar despise hime
self snd be perfectly decd So his own wili, Thie sbudu of
self-deninl snd self-eoff-cemert, she $ells him, briogs one
cloger %0 the stube of perfention in love.

Ghe weibs potiently for = definite vffivmative wveply
fron Stefono cnerd the monostic 1ife, Jione rerives, o
our Snimd is prompbed ¢o write him & very frank gpistle,
which : 11} lexve him fres to choose Lebween Pprzent .1 and
mundene bonduge” :nd Sundividel savyvice %0 Jod." Thms Tume
Cotherine's frocdom of cholce missives 30

% 18 not my desire bo fores bhew to cone

ond join (hrietds luborers in the vineysyd, I

should, indeed, have beon very glad i1f thow hudst

come, ond thst thou chouldet come now, £f thou
congt vithout offence, Howewer, if s.a off aodle

snd distresees thy psrents, mo, 0w long w8 the

offence i not Decess xy, In fest, 1 shouldd

hove thee af this time nvold 4%, vhenever thow

congb, I ;v wore thed, i the Divine Joodness

spous 1% %0 Ye beet, the of fence will cwwse, so

that thou crned come with pecce, Uome if ¢thom

esnst,

Thiz epieble tust hove mede - doen impression on Stefumog

w ZJO mﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ@llig w' Vﬂlg V‘, o ma
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for, judging from a lebter written by Crilerine o Refrno
rnd reproduced by G. Gigli, and cwother despubched by shef o
to Neri Feglinresi snd published by P, Niseiatbelll, the
Hesvenly Fother hne now begun to enll om Mocond ¢ swrremder
to Him the "oity of your sowd®, Yudorned with fine nnd solid
virtues.® 19

It appesrs from the lebter published by Gigli that withouwd
& word $o Catherine or $o anyone elpe, Stefane has himted %o
the Abbot of Houxt Olivebs, 2° neur Siens, thet he wishes
to Join his Comvmuniby.

it 4s well to exemine Cabherine’s comrmniccbion to

Heconi, in which she expresses hoth surprise :nd happiness ob

whet seuns good news o hers 21

Alettear from the Abbot of Moumd Clivebo
has Jjust reached me, In it he tells me of the
plenbs he hos plemted in hie govden ond mine. e
is hopeful of planting seme others, smwnz whom
he reckons on you - that i, you oad your come
penions. He further soys th=t you have nlresly
eng-ged yourselvesd Of course, it 1o a grest
happiness to ne $0 ses you coming oud of your
gbabo of imperfection and enbrocing o perfect
gtate, Dut I must confess thvt I om very muach
gurprised that you ghould hove engeged yourself
without gpecking o vord of it %o uvs here, There
i2 something in 211 this thet I om unedbls to com-
prehends but I proy God that Ho cuide you, ec thob
you may do whotever 4g best for Nis honor ond your
own salvation,

9 P, Mluﬁmﬁﬁdl‘. MO Vol. Ve ne 87

20 o Yol. V1, pe B3. P, Migointtelll believes th-t the
otfs letter wip sent $o Ontharine in 1378, two yeors
before her dewbh,
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As you know, I huve novey «iehed oy dopired
anything oleu simoe X fived knuw you, thon thod
you should be delivered frem the wwily of the
werids I huve bthe sume wish 2881l, .nd I bope,
plesse God, to keen 4t to tho end, If you think
tho Holy Spirit osdls you to this sbobe, you
have done well not to resisd, «nd ¥ sholl be
corbernt, Vhen Hu calle, we omaet uvmswer, ¥ should
huve ey things to zay, bub I cunnct cnd will nob
say tham ab this Sime,

Although Mocond hes beon thiokine in terme of o very
holy life, he hse not oxpressed o definite desire to the
Abbod of bucoming un Ulivetcn moml:, The ovarconfidend AbLed
hae errived ot comolusions too quickly, interprebing, of
course, Stefanels intentions dy his own hepes; and becnuse
cf this musunderstonding, Cotherins is diseppointed and Hacond
is emborrossed.

However, in 1979, the very yesr before Jcdherine lecves
this earth te talke har ploce cmone (ed's Sulnts in Hesven,
gtefane confidos to his close friemd, Heri Pagliereci, thot
he nseds his proyers; for he is determined to bhrend himsglf
looge from the bonds thet hald him fast b0 the world, Time

muns one of the sapplicstory poseages in MYesonids lobtert a2

I ask you, =y kind brether, ot to ferged me, bud o
proy for me who cerbtednly nesd your proyers, thed God in
a2 goodnes:z nay deliver mo from the miserchle bomdege of the
world, and ghow in ¥B'A woy 1 moy beet serve Mim, And there
are two things by vhssR you con show thet you do not forget
net one is, thet you very often recormend me $0 cur deay
and veneroble Mother; ond be an good ne to do that ~t emoe,
before this lettor goen out of your homds, o thed yom may
not forgek it. The other ie, thut you write to me very,
vary often - o thing th't I embrect ce cormestly os I con,
especlally sbowk whet you promised, snd cloo when you hove
eny good neve cbhout the (lmweh, I om sure thet you would do
ge if you kne¥ what = grect cheriby 85 s

22 P. Misclovtelll, g, oib., Yol, VI, v. 7l
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stofane Moeoni is finmslly deliverel from Pbhe misercble
bondage of the world® in 1381, in which yeur he tekes the
Cartlmsian haobit in the Certosa di S, Pidlre di Ponbignane
outeide Siems, 26 This he does et the command of Catharine,
according to the testimony of his fellow-disciple, Ser Barduscioc
a1 Plero Camigiand, 2

Moconi'e rise in the Cartlmsian Order is very repid, >
He has soarcely emtered the order when he is named Prior of
his Certoss, In 1389, he is called zs Pricr $0 the new ond
splendid Certoss Yuilt by Gien Geleazze Viscontd in Miloamo.
Bine yesrs latar, he 18 eleated Frior-Gensral of his (rder,
in which capacity he surves until 1410, FHe is & second tinme
celled %o the Priership of the Gertosa di Portignone; then
he eorves in u similar cepacity ot the Certosa of S, Meria
dells Grezie nesy Paviz from 141l te 1421, There he dles in
1424,

24 Thie testimony iz comtained in a lettar sddressed by
Canlgiont te bia sisber Maric Petribond, who wee Shen
in the Convert of ﬁam Pﬂ.m ab Mouﬁimlu nmr mreme.
r. Gmttwanﬂ.. Laprerend 0P :

26 Ceo M, Boubrais, Jo
grencble, 1930,
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1f contemporery communications and depositions ore
acegpbeble ns supporting evidence in the courts of historiography,
then & two-fold proof of Cutherine’s epistolory spiritunl influsnes
wpon Stef~no Macond moy he introdused, nemely, cormunicsticnsl,
that s, almissive evidence found in letters written by
Stefano to Nerl Paglinresi; ond depositionnl, thet is, epedictical
evidence found in the %ostimony which Stefare gives under oeth
et the time thet o movemext 1w on foot to have the cultus of
Cetherine recognized by the Charelh,

In & comunicstion despetched o Nerd Paglieresi 2 o fow
doys ofter he hap entered the Carbhusizn monzstery ab Pontignano,
Stefano fells him thad he coannot econcesl from him the fapd
thot Cetherine has amply shovn in deed vwhot she had meny times
promised him vhen she was alive - memely, constont emcoursgencnd
and bhelp, ac that he mey one dey recch the road of spiritusl
perfection,

In cnother comrundcstion sert bo Ners /e this time written
ag Prior of his Qertoss - , Moconi grodefully speske to him of
the “spouse of obedience” which Catherine hes given him apd how he
hopes thet he will remain Godlg true servont te the end,

26 Thie letter is dated Moy 30, 1381, »P. Misciettelld,
w. Voi, VI, PPe V154,

27 This commrdcation beors the dube, December 14, 1282,
w’. Vol. VI' W. W‘%.
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“he "spouse of dhediance? given Ctefone beepuoks (o
totel fIfillment of the coomind fssued %o him by Catherine
in 1380, nemely, "And thee (Mefemo), in virtus of holy
obalience, I comuond in bie nsme of God $o go by vll neans bo
the Cerbtusian Ordsr, for God hay eslled and chosen thee to
that,* 7B

The fulfillmend of Onbhering’s finsl wish may be regerdsd
es the crowning rewerd of Btefanols perseversnse ond fortitude
«nd the prossecution of the Haintls cobechisticsl epistles. Hor
dees he, who 18 Leber bo roceive the t4tlo of Blessed, hesit«to
to cémit his indebbtednes: to Gutherine, In %the poesege that
follows below - which §s to be found im bis pro-cunonizetion
testimony », Gtefumn confassees thot next o God ond ths Virgin
Rary, the ome 8o whom he owes the grestest debd of groditude for the
chznge &n his 1ife, is (atherine of Siens. Thie 42 the very signi-
ficont and mesnineful peregwapht -0

Buk I cennob pass over in silencs thot ofter
God ond the most Blessed Virgin Mary, I fsel more
indebted to the holy virgin Cotherine thon to any

other cresture in the warld, and if there hos aver
baon gy eoof in me I owe 1t %o her,

B8 P, Grottanelll, op, cit., pp. 163 ot soq,

20 The complebe text of Stefonn's twﬁimmiwl lwtw
ia pubnahm in Letin by Ve«H, Lenvert, I} Procespo
ghelleno, pp. “H-273, Perdtlnent exbreocte »s'.ﬂ-:
whaeh haw boen trangloted into Engliesh, nre given in
Appendiz B, of thig thesis,
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Ap has bosn seen, Cstherine, os an indermedistor,
has helped dring :bout & wondeyful change in Shefano®s
1ife, However, it muest be amphusized thad neither Catherine
nor her epistles have besn the ceuse of his conversion, The
asuse has been his own will, cided, but not tyrammized over,
by the Divine GQoodness,

What, then, the thesig-writer hos tried to ssbabliesh,
in the course of this chapbter, is the faot Shat o series of
circunstances, set in motion dy Catherinels apiritusl messeges,
has provided the oceasion which induces Stefeno’s will te

agt,

Troe it 4s thet Stefanote first meeting with Cadherine
dces help open the ays of his irtellest - o nascessary fogbor
for sceing the 1light of the falth, BPut f£2ith itself is nob
e 2ifY given to Stefenc by Cotherine, bLub vabther by God Hipe
sslf, Jor 1s his progress wp tha lodder of perfection attri-
Wteble to the Virgin of Sieme, bub to the grzoe of God, She
nerely provides the steps -~ the epiatles - $0 oid Lim upwards,

All of these epdstles -~ Swelve in mmumber - hsd not, wntil

recently, been avelloble for =n exominetion of their conterds
apd influoence on Sbefane, In faet, in 1938, Johanmes Jergene
sen, who hed spent much time in Slepa studying Cotherins’s 14€e
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and the spiritusl sctivities of har followers, spevks of
Bgight lebtears thst she (Cotherine) wrobe to hin (Maooend),® %
e know now that Cabherine’s letters to Mosoni mumber st lecet
twelve. 21 Only parbs of four of these lobters have been rub

L)
ixto Mnglish by Miss Scudder, 32

The thesis-writerfs modest contribution hos bewsn in
rendering into English the aibire corfentes of Shewu twelve
letters, in order the move 2ocurabely 4o cscertain the true
rolstion of couse ond effect in the choln of evenbs surrounding
Stefans?s apiritusl life fram 1376 to 1380,

If letters are afmigsible ue hisdoricul meterisl, then
Cotherine's epietles are t0 be regurded us gemuing historical
meterisl, 50 They have, therefore, beon emmidned with the sole
rarpoes in wind $o determine in what way they heve been conaciously

been propared by Catherine to influence Stefuno,

Since Catherine io consbemdly owsy from hemo bebween 1376
enfl 1380 - daring the four years thut she dmows Stafons -, spending

30 J. Jorgensen, op, cit., p. 5.
&l These letters :re mwmbered as follews in ., Miuvsictbelld,

L QAW L+ ® COAEL I GOXCY R I x & Wi )‘;Iu () (.,m%-xo
COCXAXIV, Cc(ﬁm& COOXARIT, mm‘i Qﬂmﬂvxx I, QM‘LNI fo

32 Y. B, Scudder, gp, 0il., The 90308,

33 Cf, J, P, Mz’whﬂe zrbmla. "eclesinetical Medory®,
in The Cefbolic noweione@ic, Yole VIY, ppe 006300,
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ceneidersbie Sinme in Firenze, Beloure, Recca 4'0rdie,

Roma, Gemoe, «nd Vellowbroso, she has t¢ resord to lutbor-
writing to communieute her thoughts to her diseiples in Slens,
Beosuse she is unable personnlly te give her cnowers $0 a
large meber of (usstions of : epiritusl] ndure which urise

in Stefeno's mind, she pens her onswera $o him, with o delis
berate aim to influence him,

Of specicl inberest zvrs those lotters vhich P, Misciabtelld
colls Cotherine's first and last to Megond, °° for tharein the
thesis~writer discerne whot, in a sense, may be culled the first
end last sboeges of Stefono'e completo spiritusl conversion.

In the first eplistle, wo sec thst Stefam hne boen suffer-
ing from a grext deal of wurest, which ho experiences =ffer a
period of comperative quiety in the lest, we motice that Vaconi
is beginning to experience some measure of sutisfaction of mimd,
will, cnd emotions, Te be sure, the letters im bLetween, which
&re (uite likely the ones to which Jorgemesn refers, give an
incompleto spiritusl portruit of Stefeno, for therein wo woe
hin morely seeling the substamisl food of otromg foith, The complete
spiritusl portroid is, therefere, furniched by the Swelve epistles,
for in these we =re sble to discern visible signe of the thesis, ambi-
thesls, and oypbheeis of Befemn’s epiritusl conversion,

34 P, Visclottelll, op, cib,, Lobdewrs 0ROV .pd GOCLRI,
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To sum up? Wheb hwe deen shown is thed Sbofanc Vneowvd,
vho in erly youbh has beun given to punione yplecsure, is
led to the sbabe of spiritusl parfostion Ly the guiding bend
of Cstherine, the eplstlar, Delng closely abtoohed to hia
femediste fomily, he finde 3% extremely Aifficult, ob first, %o
break the ties which bind his %o his pevremds.

Cotherine's epistles slowly Wb curely begin te unfold %o
him the principles of revecled Benching. They point out te him
that pecoe connot como to him omsept tlrough perfection; =md Shat
advonceasent in perfoction 4o progress in 1ife vhich, for mum o
Godtn imoge znd likemess -, moans progreas in the MMvine Iife
given him by grace.

e, the Salmt®s lettere successfully explain %o Mocond
the fact thet men lives in God%s Only-Bogobdten Son in propore
tion to the degres of sumctifying grage thot Le in his (mozmda)
emil, Tharefore, a grect neesure of esnctifying croce meann &
high state of apiritusl vitolity; & smoll messure, low spiritusl
vitality,

It L8 w wmall wonder, then, thet Mocond meltes Ood the
term of his octions, Indsed, (od beoomes the objeet towsrds
which he attempts to direct all the enursies of his soul, Nor
i3 he forgetful of his benefocbrees, his Slmnsss Msemn®,

He 1s forever doing something, be it Lig or emsll, %o promote

her homor. He it 1s who tremsloftos inmbe Ttclion the Leprendn

Hinore of Fre Paewec Qeffapind, ond Sromamite o eopy of 48 ¢o
the King eof England,
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He &b is, too, who, in ceoperstion with inglund®e
Uilliem Flebe, carries on one of Cotherine’s works with
great success, namely, the resoncilistion of wnemies,
Put obout Williom Flets, whom the ISalians would rebher ecll
ffrote Ouglielmo Fleta® or °I1 Baoceliers Guzlielmo a¢Inghilterra,®
more will be s2id shortly,
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Stefend Mzconits friend, Willion Flete, the Carbridge
sducnted Avguatinien hermit who oventuolly becomes o menber of
Cothorine?s spiritual fmmdly, visite Puscony for the first time
in 1362, when the Diencse srimd is bub nn adelescett girl,

thit Catherine sees in this taciture snd ungrinly Bnglishoon
who speaks ISslisn imperfectly ond detests sin, vhioh hes virtually
emtrenched iteelf upon cart:in regions of the Itslisn paminevle,

15 revesled in the eix exbent lebtears * which the Sionese virgin
ddspstehes te Flete,

Of theze siz eplstles which the eaint of Slemn sddresses 0
trs English mgwmtindizn, only tlree sre aveileble in Buplish trons-
lation, It ia the contants of the thres lebbers = which this
writ«r has tuwrned inte the Roglish towrup, thed brine out Qutherinsts
Tugern tempersment, perhaps rore ¢lesyly Shim nny other sroup of
mesgages written vy har,

Csthorine, =a impotuons ond extrovert person, ie the
cpposite, tamperamertally, of Willd m Plebe, a phlegmatio and
introvert individuzl, Yet, Father Flete, vhom somo of his

Italion nsighbors scouse, probebly with szapearcliion, of tale-baoring

1 Only eix of Ootherino's ldbtare %o Fiode mm!.w. They e
mubered us follows in P, Miseinttelli's jpletolrxios
LXIV, LEVI, Lo3W11, COXXVII, COXOIZ, rnd VRS

&3

he thesis-writer hus roference to ledbevs LAVI, LWII and
GUVIE. These lebters appecy, roRpech Waﬂly@ in Yolunes I,
i1, ond 11X of ¥, Vioolattellide fpistol-odo,
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and exbro~continent:l bius, sucoube o Gutherins'e epistolary
finfluence gnd, finslly, dies in the odowr of aancbity.

Reoowined ne logicel connecting links, the eix labbors
digpatched to Tillismm Flete by $he saindly epiubler luy open
the fee$ thet the smud-in, dresmy md meditabive Lnglish harmit
is given somewhed $o tallking unwibtingly cbout the fenlbe of
those sboud him,

It iz Cotherine’s spirituwl messoges which polst ouwb to
biw his frailtieeni whergupon he $olzes the suim®s ndvics with
deep lmmility ond begomes more choritzble towsrds the drebhren
in his order and nleso $zkes on setlve part in revoncilisg fuude
ing familles,

How (atherine’s gpiritusl admonditions suocessfully impress
the idesd of & truly conscoreted affection upon Englerd®s schiolarly
snd solitude leving Williom Flete, conatitutes eno of the most
emwiting cnd inspiring epiritusl schiovements of the Slenaese
letter-arit e,

Flebte, occording to the Sianese virginte iofty stomfords of
spiritual perfection, appears Yo be lacking priwarily in the
virtus of apiebility, Idving his life in an fogustindam hormitis
¢ell in the FPorest of Losceto, IBely, he gives signs of having
beoeme egocentric, impstient, intolaremt :nd wn Witwrer of corping
eriticism znent his brother augustinicone,
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Cabharine goveafully conlyzes the parils theb boseb him.
Ono~sided ascebigism, shie podnbs ouli, is dungerons. s Tha
advises hin to be amisble - that ia, to bo sgreeshle and chegrPal
under all circungbonces, Andability, says the aaint of 3Slenn,
is noro then mere cweebness of bamper, It is thoughbfelness of

others? rights and feelinge. It is the unconsclious desire %o
give happinegss, born of huppiness,

Of course, she zbresses the all-lsportant fact that
Arother %illism con encoursgze the virtus of amicbility amly by
trying mot to gee the empoying clroumetances shoud bhim, sud by
putting away $he irritations =% the momant of Shelr oppoarance.
Andzbility, then, iz the mastery of solf, the subjechion of dlse
sgreasble noods and lmprtient toypers. T8 4= the ruling of the
evil spirit within ua,

In ordey effoctively to ralo onelsz spirdt, Cothorine 4one
tinues, ono met Lirst aley zelfewill, Tho zloyer of gelfenill
iz he vho feods of the trhle of nentbennme, 4z huphls opd Bood,
end lives no longer Yo hie own will, o $he way ~n3 sndrit of
the werld, It to the sole will of God, To he sure, 3% 45 he
whe censiders Ood in everything, who serves God in sverybhbing,
who mekes all the parde of his common 1ife perts of plety, by
doing everything in the nome of God, -nd wnder sueh rales ow
are canformzble to Miz zlory,

2 Cetherine elearly véviuses Brother ¥illdem "ot %o be nepe
iigent in following it (%he Way), and no% to sid yourself
down ip solf-love, dgnovartly £24)ing %o kuwow $he Way,
end prosuspiuously wishing to choose it afber youy cwn
fashion® ("Hon siste vol dungus neglicerde s semuitariag
ponandevi o sedere con mmove proprio 41 vol, o con ignornugie
4% non cognesears le via, ¢ oo presunsions 41 volerla
xﬁax?w a vostre mpdo®}, P. Mieslabtelli, gp, cib,.

my Pe “ ]
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In excmining the spiritwl cdviou which Gotherine
gives to her ¥gon in religlon® in the relevomd epistle
cited below, one nobes that the suinbls desire und purpose
is 6o lend Mobe, from what cpesrs Y0 her to bo his epiritually
imperfect mamner of living, to the spirituslly perfect woy of

1ife. Tims runs one of the moed persunsive ond most beaubiful

counsel imbued passcges which Cethorine hos over writtent 4

Ch, purified and pucified mimie, who ore clobhed with
the ewest gorment of the Lemd, Hie love and cheriby,
end whe foed sb the Scble of holy desire Lecsmune,
having attuined in gred idght, you moy pertcke of
the hely food « you 4o not lose time in egoepbing
folse judgnente, elther of the servearts of Jod or of
the servants of tho world, Tou do not tcke offence
at ony oriticism, aither sgeinsd yourseives or
othere, Your love towsrd God upd your neighbor is
well poverned snd nod ungoverned, And beomuse it e
govarned, such nen ns thess, de-rest son, nevey telte
offence at thoss whom they love; for cppearnnces ore
deoad to them, und they hove submitted thamsslves pot
$0 be guided by men, bub only by the Holy Spirit,
See, then, these enjoy in this life the pledge aof
1ife cteormal,

Yiould thet I could see you and the other urimowing
sons reach this light, for I see that this perfection
io lagking %o you :md %o ethers, For, were it mot
lecking to you, you weuld not heve fzllen into such oribicim
and offence and false judgment, aw %o scy :nd believe
that another man wae guided end magbersd by ths will
of the eresture cnd not of dhe Crecher,

Throughowt her series of epletolery sermoms, Cotherine
continues Yo lay particuler amphasis upon the trus memnings of

4 P, Visciottelll, gp, ¢ib., Vol. X, ppe /45743, 4 lensthier
axkreot from this commniendion {8 cppoended to this Shesis
o oddembum %07,
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toleyense, emdsability, justice snd love. For insbonce, she ewplzine
to TMete and to some of his temporarily nmisgudded componions
that toleronce does not mean kegping omeself aleof, or mere
affebleness, It must spring from the depths of true love
end emicblensas; for oll love and affection thet tends to purify,
ennodble, elevate and Christisnice one's fellow.-men, is born
of a desire to do Gedie will, 6 Thas, there can be »o love
without Justice and mo justics without love, Une 48 the cowter-
part of the other, bvhat is, then, needed by the misguided scul
ig an awckensd senee of Justics 4in ardar to correct the wrong or
tole~bearing znd the soying of urkind things. %o be ewre, en
aroused sense of justice demends of the misdirected soul thet he
he godly o8 well =g manly.

Bor does the Siensse epistler lecve Brother Williom withoud
a method of cttaimment, &he tells him $0 be stesaped through
faith and practice in pesitive quslities, =nd then ke will not
heve time for negebive qurlities, Just ws living anbirely in the
flesh extinguishes the flame of %hs spivit, se the comtrory offect
will be produced by living in the spirit,

With Catherine, the grestest positive virtues are eharity
end love, She uees these terme inberchongenbly; for, gurg
(dear) menns to her a love (gmore) which esbemws the beloved ot
a high velue,

5 The Sieneve virgin says to Brother Tilldsms *I tell you
that <8 soom 2e tho soul bss opensd (bhe sye of) the
undersbending, she beoomes the lover of Godis homor ond of
eroatures, She beoomes the lover of sufferings; and she
dslighbs only in crossbesring with Mim" {Dicovi che subiso
the 1ianime ha operbo lo intendimento, diverbe mmabrice
delltonore ¢4 Pio e delle cresbure; divenbs smedvise A
psust o non sl dilebt: sltro che in croce con lud,?)

2, mmﬁ-ﬂt#ﬂu. w.g Y0l xxs Pa e



WILLIAM FLITH AND THE BSOEICE OF AMEARILITY

Adbering o the trus (hristimn interpretstion of echarity,
she emphasizea, especially for ¥illiom's seke, thot Oed, our
primery “matural object® of churity, we musd love with an
sbsolubte love = with & love vhich {o not referred from Him $o
another belng, However, ss childran of God we muet love one
anpther. In dodng 20, we love curselves with charity ve ths
children of the Henvenly Fother., This cherity denotes a form
of friendship, Catheorine expleins, which {s extended to cur-
selves as reflecting or represexting Ged, Who mode ue with s
own Hond snd ¥hose image we besr, o motSer how wmworthily. O

ghe, therefore, poinds oud %6 Frotello Flebe thot owen cur
grestest enemies must be loved, incermch as God, the infinitely
attractive Belng, is seen in them, His children, no metter how

oéious may be their deeds. The following is e subsbenbiscl portion

€ Caotharine divects Flebe's sttenbion to the faot thot
4(God) crested us for His own honor snd glory, ond that
we might Gasbe ond enjoy His eupreme and sbermal gifte®
?(Dio) e4 ered per gloris ¢ loda del nomo euwo, ® perche
godessino o gugbomsimo i)l sormo od werno bens suoe® .
?, Msolattelld, op, cit., Vel., 1II, p. 302,
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of the Siensse Mystic's admonibory missive on Yhe Sopordznse

of loving one’s neighbori v

Let your love for your neighbor be cloan,
love, love one umother, TYou aro neighbors one
of the other, INb be on your gusrd, for if your
love wers founded in your own profis or in the
private affection which you might have for one
enother, it would ot cndure, but weuld fail, =nd
your soul would fimd itmelf empty. The love which
48 founded in God muat be of euch a asort that 4% has
to love with regord to virtus, and insemich se $hs
friend is & orecbure made in the imsge of God, Iexr
while delight in him vhen I love, or profit from him
may grow less, if one zbides in God love dves not
fail, becouso one loves with regord to virdue ond
the honor of Qod, ond not 4o one's own personality,

i say that if one sbides in God, oven if virtue
shouléd feil in him who loves, yet love doss not dwrn
eway, The love of the virtue which 4s not there
foile to be sure; but ib doses not foil 4n e0 for as
& nen i a ovesture of God, His mesber, bound in the
nyeticol Lody of the Holy CGmrsh, H ay, there grous
within one o love made wp of grest and tyue compasg-
slon, «nd with desire he brings his friend to the
birth, with tears and sighs and coxtimanl proyers in
the sweet Prosente of God,

7 Cothewine's missive wue addressod "Po Brother Villiem cmd
to Messer MeSteo, Reotor of the Wisericordisn, and %o
Brother Bonti of Termi, cnd $0 Her Other Sons,?

P, Viscluttelll, gp, ci¥,, Vol, IV, pp. 229-280,
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Cotherine, nobioing thed har well-meoning but semeulho®
absent-minded spiritunl som ebandsin noed of huving the
epistolery spiritual lesson repocted more thop once, virturlily
commends him to observe snd sbtudy the memner in which Chrish
Crucified bore Mmeolf in esch cireumstrnce, in ovdar thit he,
Brether Williem, mizght leurn to imituate, or bettar to reprelucs

in hinself, Gis mannar of cobing, ©

ghe urges him to be lnmble os (hrist wes humble; for e
vords, Bis works, Fis viztues, His suffarings -~ nay, s perfoeh
endurance of shome ond hamilictions, croe the direct consegnsnce
of Bis lamility. Thus, the parfection of God-tho=Son's kumon
virtue is derived, in a cerdcin sense, from the perfection of
s homility, Indeed, Jesus wrs, in Mimaolf, ¢he perfect az-
vrassion of the bumility of ohildhood that He recommended to
Hie followers, as the fimal and sompleto flowsring of the Christion
spirit, He wes eminently the %child of Ged® znd honse minembly
burble with She groelous ond flewlese nmility of Lsmeculobe
ehildhood,

8 Oatharine, whore letter cbounds in poradigms, porenctically
polmbe out to Willism thet “They (wio wonld feed ot the
teble of holy desire) lose themselves, divesting themselves
of the 0ld man, their solfish desires, cnd arroy themsclves
in the now man, Grist sweet Jesus, following Bim menfully®
("Perdono loro medesimi, spogliandesi dell'uemo vecehio,
cioe delle propriz nensuelits, e vestonsd dedl’uome muovo
Cristo delce Gesu peguitzndolo virilmemte®], P, Massiattelli

Ap 58as Vole I, ppe D41-D43,
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with the paesege of btime, ¥lote's pleby imcrenses,
Sub 4t spresrs from o message conveyed to (ethering, thut
one stumbling-block, perhape a minor one, prevents Brothey
4114sm from resching the rond thet leads to spiritwnl per-
footion, Thies stumbling-stone is embedded in his dseire to
detuch himeelf from the fellowship of his drethren. In frot,
Cothierine reurimands him for contimuelly chesenmbing himself from
ths covent und for spending mmeh of his $ime in the woods with
his booke; for this habit has begua to cnmoy the Prior, whe,

1t seune, rust have informed the sainh of Slema of Flebe's

absences,

Vithout mincing words, Catherine preceeds $o reprove

Willism for his unbecoming confduct, in this mennert 9

I mast tell you on the part of our lLord,
that you ought to suy mess in the coavent more
then once & week 4f the Prior wishes 4., I would
even g2y thit you showld celebrate thers every duy
if that 1 his desive. Tou will mot lese grace by
sacrificing your comsoletions, Yeu will rather
€oin nmore in proportion ns you give uwp your own
will,

If we would show our hunger for soules and our
love of our neighbor, ve must mot be cticched to
consolations; ve mmst listen to other people‘n
troubles, :nd heve compassion on thove who sre
bound to us by the bonds of cherity. It is o grest
fouls 4f you do not do this,

® P, Meciattells, gp, cit,, Vol, 1I, 1p. 26=27,
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