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INTRODUCTION

Newfoundland has a long tradition of Devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary; indeed Marian Devotion is as old as the
country itself, as the map of Newfoundland shows in the names
of Conception Bay, Conception Harbor, Harbor Grace, St.
Mary's, St. Mery's Bay, Cape St. Mary's, Marystown, Marysvale,
Lourdes, Mount Carmel, Notre Dame Bay, Notre Dame Island,
Point Mary, Regina Island, Assumption Passage, and Mary's Bay.

The above place-names, as well as the number of
churches, chapels, schools and halls which from very early
times, were dedicated tb the Blessed Virgin Mary, bear elo-
quent but silent testimony to the loving devotion to Our
Blessed Lady, which animated the hearts of the great explor-
ers and the pieneer inhabitants of the Island. With these,
however, this work is not concerned. Rather is it an attempt
to trace devotion to Our Blessed Lady down through the years
which have elapsed since the establishment of the first
Catholic Colonies by the English and the French, to the pre-
sent time.

Chapter One dwells on the brave and noble efforts of
the English and the French to establish Catholicity at Avelon
and Placentia, respectively, and the reasons for their sub-
sequent withdrawal.

Chapter Two deals with the Irish Catheolics and their
great devotion to the Mother of God through which they kept
their faith in spite of the repressing and crushing policy of
the British Government.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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INTRODUCTION vii

Chapter Three gives an account of the organization
and growth of the Church under the Franclscan Bishops and of
their Marisn accomplishments.

In Chapter Four follows an sccount of the new Diocese
of Harbor Grace erected in 1856, and dedicated to the Immacu-
late Conception.

Chapter Five treats of the planting of the Falth in
West Newfoundland by the Acadians and the French-Canadians;
of their devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the
West's spiritual progress from Mission to Prefecture, Vicari-
ate and Diocese.

Chapter Six furnishes information on the Diocese of
St. John's under the first Non-Franciscan Bishop and last
Irish Bishop, and on his Marian works.

In Chapter Seven is given an account of the Archdio-
cese of St. John's governed by native Metropolitans.

The final chapter treats of the full flowering of
Marian Devotion closing with the trimphant note of the Cen-
tenary of the Cathedral and its elevation to the rank of
Minor Basilics.
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CHAFTER I

FIRST ATTEMP TS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH

"Queen of the Missions"
The English. The Ark and the Dove

To Sir George Calvert, great English Convert of the
seventeenth century, belongs the undying fame of planting the
first Catholic Colony in British North America.
The praise-worthy ambitlon of this grand Catholic
Philanthropist, was to provide & refuge for his co-religlen-
ists whe were suffering persecution for the Falth at home.l
With this noble end in view, Calvert, when Secretary
of State to King James I, by whom he was created Lord
Baltimore, obtained a grant, conveying to him the whole
southern portion of Newfoundland. Here, in 1622, he sent a
number of men under Captain Wynne, who became the first
governor of the new colony. In 1627 Bsltimore came to
Newfoundland, accompanied by two Jesuit Priests, Father
Anthony Smith and Father Thomas Longville and anmother
contingent of colonists. Towards the end of the year, he
returned to England and in the spring of 1628, he came out
again, having with him, his wife, about forty colonists and

another priest, Father Hackett, to replace Father Smith

1'Joseph Hatton and the Rev. M. Harvey, Newfoundland,

Its History, Its Present Condition, and Its Prospects in the
ture, Boston, Doyle and Whittle, 1883, p. 25.
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCHE 2

who had returned to England with Baltimore the previous

year,2

The coming of Lord Baltimore with his priests and his
colonists augured well for Newfoundland. His famous enter-
prise was a splendidly-crganized effort to carry out the
settlement of the country as well as to plant the Faith, for
the charter granted Baltimore by James I, in 1623, gave him
extensive powsrs, some of which are:

The patronage and advowsons of all Churches to
be built there. Civil rights as full as the Bishop
of Durham. (...) That the region may be Eminent
above all other parts of Newfoundland and graced
with larger titles we have thought fit to erect the
same into a Province, to be called the Province of
Avaelon., Power to make laws, appoint judges; to Par-
don, on an emergency to make special laws without
the consent of the freeholder; to muster and train
men and declare martial law; to confer titles and in-
corporate towns. (e..)

No interpretation be admitted whereby God's holy
and true Religion or the allegiance due to us suffer
any prejudice- Signed at Westminster the 7 day_of
April in the 21 years of our reign of England.

Wishing to perpetuate the religious memories of the
English Church in his new Plantation, Baltimore gave the name

of Avalon to his Province, and his Colony he called Verulam,

2 Very Rev. M. F. Howley, Ecclesiastical History of
Newfoundland, Boston, Doyle and Whittle, 1888, p.106

5 D. W. Prowse, "The Charter of Avalon to Lord
Baltimore," in A History of Newfoundland, from the English,

Colonial and Foreign Hecords, London, Eyre and Spottiswoode,
1896, pp. I3T-132
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH 3

This was afterwards corrupted into Ferulam and later into thse

modern Ferryland.4

Writing on this subject, the Right Reverend Dr. Mul-

lock said:

It was a tradition in the early British Church,
(o..) that St. Joseph of Arimathea, after the Passion
of Our Divine Lord, fled from the persecution of the
Jews, and took refuge in Britain. He came, it is
said, to Avalon, afterwards called Glastonbury, in
Somersetshire, and founded there a Church, which was
looked upon subsequently, by Britons, Saxons and Nor-
mans, as the cradle of British Christianity. A splen-
did Abbey, which covered sixty acres, was later erec-
ted, but perished in the so-called Reformation, along
with the other glories of Catholic England. There 1is
an ancient Roman town now ceslled from the great Abbey,
subsequently built there, St. Albants, but in anclent
times called Verulam, The Proto-martyr of Britain,
St. Alban, there shed his blood for Christ, and the
Abbey and town afterward took his name. Calvert,
wishing then to revive those Catholic glories of his
country, called his Province Avalon, in honor of St.
Joseph of grimathea, and his town Verulam in honor of
St. Alban.

It was in Ferryland, therefore, in the new Province
of Avalon, that Christianity and freedom of Religion were
established by Lord Baltimore. Here too, for the first time
most probably-in an English-spesking Province of British
North America, the First Mass was said and the Author and
Giver of 1ife took up His abode in the holy Tabernacle of thd

Altar. Hence, as stated by Reverend P. J. Kennedy:

4 Right Rev. Dr. Mullock, Two Lectures on Newfound-
land, January 25 and February 1, 1860, p.14.

5 Ibid., p.14.
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH 4

Though Baltimore and Maryland are often regarded
as the cradle of religious freedom and Catholic Eu-
charistic Worship in America, Avalon and Ferryland
have a prior claim to be the rugged Bethlehem of the
Eucharistic Christ in these wild lands beyond the Wes-
tern Seas.

To show the analogy that exists between Baltimore's
drand design in coming to Newfoundland with his priests, and
King Arthur'!s Knights of Avalon in their quest of the Holy
Grail, Father Kennedy says:

Baltimore's English Priests were the first Eucha-
ristic Standard-bearers in the English-speaking €olo-
nies of the New American World. They, like King Ar-
thurts Knights of Avalon, had a vision of the Holy
GI'ail. (ooo)

Determined, as Baltimore wrote, to convert the
heathen in the New World, devoted to their King and
country, in spite of persecution, heroic in their Eu-
charistic Catholic Faith, offering the Holy Mass, as
spies reported, constantly and solemnly for the first
time in the English-speaking region of America; sure-
ly thess first Priests of Avalon had much in common
with the glorious Knights of Arthur's earlier day,
who were:

"A glorious company, flower of men,

To serve as models for the mighty world
And be the fair beginning of a time."

® * L ] L J L ] L ) [ ] L [ ] . L [ [ ] . L ] L) L L [ L

Sailing for months over the stormy seas on Bal-
timore's frail and tiny ships the "Ark of Avalon" and
the "Dove" bearing the BEucharistic Chalice of the Mass
to a new and holy land of religious peace and freedom,
these brave and fearless pioneers of God might say,
each one of them, in the words of Galahad, bravest and
puriit of Arthur's Knights, he only who found the Holy
Grail:

"My strength is as the strﬁggth of ten,
Because my heart is pure. (Sir Galahad)

6 Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "Avalon and the Holy Grail', in
The Monitor, Newfoundland's Catholic Journal, Vol. 16, No. 7
and 8, issue of July-August, 1949, p.5, Col.l.

7 Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "Avalon and the Holy Grail," in
The Newfoundland Quarterly, Vol. 49, No. 1, pp.l7-23.
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH 5

Though there is no documentary evidence of Marian de-
votion in Baltimore's Colony, it may be assumed that the Eng-
lish Jesuits in Newfoundland, as they later did in Maryland,
and as the French Jesults had previously done in Canade,
formally dedicated their new colony to the Blessed Virgin,
and that she had an honored place in their devotions. This
is but a logical conclusion to the fact that the Jesuits werse
the spiritual Sons of the great Ignatius Loyela, who, after
offering his sword at Montserrat, consecrated himself and his
future work to Our Lady and the Infant Jesus; and were they
not Sons also of that England, which in the fourteenth cen-
tury, was known throughout Europe, as "Our Lady's Dowry?"

From the complaint made against Baltimore, to the
Board of Trade in England, by the Reverend Mr. Stourton,
first Anglican Clergyman to reside in Newfoundland, that "he
had Mass celebrated regularly, and all other ceremonies of
the Church of Rome were used in ample manner as 'tis used in
Spain",8 it may be assumed that "all other ceremonies of the
Church of Rome" included the Rosary and other devotions in
honor of the Blessed Virgin.

He (Baltimore) seems to have been so thoroughly

imbued with the idea of establishing Christianity in
the New World, that it lends a tinge to each incident
of his enterprise. Thus we find that he gave the name
of "The Ark of Avalon" to his principal ship, and that

of the "Dove" to her pinnace. And on a coin which he
had stamped, is seen a thorn with the motto !'Spina

8 Howley, op.cit., p.106,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH 6

Sanctus' (sanctified by the thorn), in allusion to
the original Avalon, where there 1ls a miraculous
thorn which blossoms at Christmastide, and is be-
lieved to be the veritable staff of St. Joseph of
Arimathea, (...) thus picturing himself at one time
as a new Joseph of Arimathea, 1inspired to plant the
Christian Religion in a heathen land; and as a mod-
ern Noah, sailing in the Ark over the waste seas, to
found & better community than that which for him, was
doomed and lost beyond the watery horizon.®

Lord Baltimore's high expectations regarding his Pro-
vince were doomed to disappointment. Adverse circumstances,
such as the encroachments of the Indians and the French, as
well as the severity of the climate, forced him to leave New-
foundland and to establish another Colony in Maryland.

Writers of Newfoundland History agree that the Bal-
timores continued to take an interest in the Province of Ava-
lon, and that they exercised authority over it by the ap-
pointment of Governors.i0

That the spiritual welfare of the Colonists who re-
mained, was provided for by Baltimore, is the opinion of Dr.
Mullock:

It is to be supposed, that such an ardent Catholic

who stamped forever the mark of Catholicity on the
very soil by the names of Avalon and Verulam, did not
leave those who followed him to the wilderness, with-

out making sufficient provision for their spiritual
wants.l

9 Ibid., p.S8s.

10 Rev. Charles Pedley, The History of Newfoundland,
London, Longman, Roberts and Green, 1863, p.Z23.

11 owley, op. cit., p. 125,
Howley, op.cit., pp.106-107, quoting Dr. Mullock,

History, p.l4.
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH 7

In the History of Newfoundland by Joseph Hatton and

the Rev. Mr. Harvey,l2 it is sald that after Lord Baltimore's
departure, Viscount Falkland, Lerd Lieutenant of Ireland,
sent out Irish emigrants to increase the scanty population.
At a later date, these were largely reinforced by other

settlers from Ireland.

The Rev. Mr. Pedley in his History of Newfoundland

states:

The planting of a Colony by Lord Baltimore and
the sending out Irish settlers, contained the origin
of a peculiarity which distinguishes this possession
from the other American dependenclies of the Empire.
At the present day it includes a larger portion of
the Catholic population than is found elsewhere. The
magnitude of this element in proportion, is doubtless
due to recent importations from Ireland, and also_the
proselytizing zeal and efforts of the priesthood.15

The French. Our Lady of the Angels

On the other side of the Feninsula of Avalon, the
French had settled at a place, which they called Plaisance
a pleasant place, now called Placentia. They early saw the
importance of this acquisition and provided for its security
by strong fortifications.l4 With Placentia as their capital,
they established themselves over a territory of two hundred

miles,

12 Hatton and Harvey, op.cit., p.27.

13 pedley, op.cit., p.23.
14 Mullock, op.cit., p.l16.
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH 8

About the year 1660, they erected a church on the
site of one that had been founded by the Portuguese some
150 years before .o Shortly after this, Placentia became a
dependency of Quebec.

The second Bishop of Quebec, Monseigneur de Saint
Vallier, in 1689, the year after his arrival in his Diocese,
seeing the vast fiseld of his future labors, and being anxious
to seek out collaborators, issued a mandement to the Guardian
of the Franciscans in Quebec, calling on the Religious of
that Community, to assist him in his apostolic labors. In
the seme year, in company with two Franciscans and a secular
priest, he made a pastoral visit to Newfoundland, and estab-
lished a "Convent of Franciscan Reccllets, a branch of the
Convent of Our Lady of the Angels at Quebec." 16

At St. Pierre, the Bishop blessed a chapel which
had been built the preceding year, and left there a secular
priest whom he had brought from Quebec. This Mission, the
Bishop placed in charge of the Recollets in 1692.17

The Recollets as well as the Bishop anticipated

the Royal confirmation for the establishment of
Placentia. It is probable that this authorizetion

15 Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "The Church in Newfoundland",
in Report 1952, The Canadlan Catholic Historical Association,
LeCIerc Printers Limited, Hull, Quebec.

16 wullock, op. cit., p. 16.

17 R. P. Hugolin, O. F. M., L'Etablissement des
Recollets de la Province de Saint-Denis A Plaisance en L'Ile
de Terre-Neuve 1689, Quebec, 1911, p. 12.
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FIRST ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH 9

was accorded in 1689; in any case, in March, 1692,
Louis XIV confirmed the Recollets in all their
establishments, present and fubure of Canada, Acadia
and Newfoundland, including those of Placentlia and
of the Ialan%BOf St. Pilerre, where they were also
established.

With the foundation of the Franciscan Church and
Convent at Placentia 1in 1689, the seeds of Marian Devotion
were sown in large areas of Newfoundland, for Mary's cult
and the Franciscan Order are inseparable terms. The Founder
of the Order, "St. Francls Assisi loved Our Lady with an
ineffable devotion. In her he trusted most after Christ and
he chose her as his Advocate for himself and his Sons." 19

There are no records of the accomplishments of the
Franciscan Fathers who labored in Placentia, as the "Parish
books or archives were probably taken to France when the

French retired". 20

It can be safely assumed, however,

that the Religious of that Order, whose Members, only sixty-
eight years before the foundation at Plecentia, had bound
themselves by cath, to teach the Doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception, both in publlic and in private, and had confirmed

the election of the Immaculete Mother as the Patron of the

18 1pi4., p. 8.

19 Mrs. Thomas Concannon, The Queen of Ireland, An
Historical Account of Ireland's Devotion to the Blessed

Virgin, M. H. G111l and Son, Dublin, 1938, p. 85.

20 Right Rev. Dr. Nullock, "The Roman Catholic
Church", in the History of Newfoundland, by the Rev. Charles
Pedley, London, lLongman, Green and Roberts, 1863, p. 456.
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Order,21 gave Mary an honored place in their public and
private devotions.

Unfortunately, when the British, after the Treaty
of Utrecht in 1713, took possession of Newfoundland, the
French were obliged to relinquish all claim to Placentis,
where the "Apostles of the New World", had at the cost of so
much labor and sacrifice, laid the foundatlions of the Church,
and had implanted in the hearta of the people, a love and
reverence for the Immaculste Mother of God. For thils, there
is abundant evidence in the devotion to the Blessed Virgin
in her Immaculate Conception that has been handed down from
one generation to another in Placentia and the surrounding
settlements.

Spesking on this subject in 1915, the late Arch-
bishop Roche, one of Placentia's noblest sons, said:

Although these foundations of the Church have

long since passed away, and have had to be recon-
structed, nevertheless, there were begun those grand
Catholic tr&ditiong, wgéch have come down from gen-
eration to generation.

By the Treaty of Utrecht, freedom of worship was
granted to the French residents of Placentia, but with this

limiting clause, "as far as the laws of England permit”.

21 Concannon, op. clt., p. 65.

22 Most Rev. Edward Patrick Roche, D. D., "Reply to
Placentia Address", in Memoriasls of the Consecration, In-
stallation and Investiture of the Pallium of Most Rev. E. P.
Roche, D. D., Archbishop of St. John's, Newfoundland, 1915,
p. 44.
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Of this the British Governor took advantage, and caused the
French Priests and thelr people such annoyance, that the
ma jority of them left the country.25

Besides the French settlers who had remained in the
homes which they had founded, there were some English and
Irish; the latter had settled in isclated places of the
District during French tenure .24

Between the years 1713 and 1763, the Irish came in
greater numbers. At this time the merchants of FPlacentia
were doing business with Waterford, New Ross and Cork, and
many Irish came out on the ships carrying goods. In the many
secluded islands and coves, they found a haven of rest and
protection from the religiocus intolerance and persecution so
widespread at the time.2®

As to the Priests who served Placentia at this
period, it is stated that "from 1713 to 1770, there is no
certain knowledge except fugitive references to Augustinians,
Dominicans, Jesults and Diocesan Priests coming from Ireland
and minlstering to the people in the quiet and safety of

their own homes." 26

23 Howley, op. cit., p. 1686.

2
4 Right Rev. Monsignor Flynn, "Placentia", in St.
Bride's College Annual, June 1940, p. 27.

25 1p14., p. 28.

26 1pid., p. 28.
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It is interesting to note that the memory of the
Franciscans is preserved in the title of another great
Marian centre in Placentia, the Convent of the Presentation
Sisters, which is also dedicated to Our Lady of the Angels.
From the classrooms of this Institute, have gone out, since
its opening in 1864, hundreds of teachers into the various
schools of the District, to show others the way to God and
Mary, as they had learned it at "Our Lady of the Angels”.

As a fitting close to this chapter, the following
excerpt seems appropriate:

This grand old Catholic centre, this grand old
historic town, might well claim to be the cradle of
the Church in Newfoundland.

. 3 L3 . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L] .

These remimiscences of our ecclesiastical past
invest our town with a sacred interest of which all
its children have reason to be justly proud. But
more than that you have reason to be proud of the
good traditions that have been handed down here
from generation to generation. The Faith and
Catholicity of the people of Placentia are known
far and wide, and that Faith and Catholiecity have
ever shown themselves in the virtue of its people
which is our proudest boast. These traditions have
come down unchgygeable in the changing vicissitudes
of the years.

27 Most Rev. Edward Patrick Roche, D. D., "Reply to

Placentia Address", in Memorials of the Consecration, In-
stallation and Investiture of the Pallium of Most Hev. E. P.
Roche, Archbishop of St. John's, Newfoundland, 1915, p. 44.
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CHAPTER 11

THE IRISH PLANT THE FAITH
"Our Lady of the Rosary"

After the final departure of the French from the
Island, when Catholicity seemed forever extinguished, and
efforts were being made to establish and support the Pro-
testant Religion, the Irish Catholics, who were to play so
prominent a part in the future history of the country, began,
as has been sald in the previous chapter, to come into the
Island in ever increasing numbers, notwithstanding the dis-
abilities under which Catholics labored.l They made homes
for themselves in the various bays and harbors, although un-
just and injurious laws, enacted by the British Govermment,
forbade settlement on the Island.g

From time to time came Irish priests, usually dis-
guised in the fishing vessels; they seldom stayed long, as
they had no regular mission and the surveillance of the
Local Govermnment was too strict. At the same time, however,

Protestant Ministers were stationed in the principal settle-

ments.3

1 Joseph Hatton and Rev. M. Harvey, Newfoundland,
Its History, Its Present Condition, and Its Prospects iIn the

Future, Boston, Doyle and Whittle, 1883, p. 52.

2 i
Very Rev. M. F. Howley, Ecclesiastical History of
Newfoundland, Boston, Doyle and Whittle, 1888, p. 167.

3
Right Rev. Dr. Mullock, Two Lectures on Newfound-
land, 1860, p. 18.
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All attempts at colonization were forbidden by the
British Govermnment. "The Island was regarded as a great ship
moored in mid-ocean, to be yearly manned and put in commis-
sion by the fishermen of England and the Channel Islands.4

Of the condition of the country at this time, Bishop
Mullock® writes: "The state of the population was miserable
in the extreme: no law, no security, the uncontrolled will

of the ignorant Fishing Admirals6

being the only rule'.

To misrule and social oppression were added intoler-
ance and persecution, which, for almost a century, exerted a
baneful influence on society, and sowed the seeds of bitter-
ness and strife. Iniquitous laws against the Irish were en-
forced by successive governors after their appointment in
1729. Of these, the two most notorious were Governors Dorrill

and Palliser.7

The former, it is said, "played the part of a
little Cromwell. He pursued the Catholics with a hatred that

could scarcely be exceeded by his great prototype." 8

4 Howley, op. cit., p. 166.

S Mullock, op. cit., p. 18.

6 The first three fishing captains arriving in the

Island each summer, took the names of admiral, vice-admiral
and rear-admiral, and without any qualification except the
priority of arrival, became magistrates, empowered to decide
all fishery rights and civil causes.

7 Howley, op. cit., p. 172 and p. 178.

8 Rev. Edward F. Curran, "Newfoundland and Its
Fisheries", in Donahue's Magazine, Vol. 17, No. 3, issue of
March, 1907, p. 233.
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Dorrill's persecuting spirit was exemplified particularly in
Harbor Grace, Carbonear and Harbor Main, where houses were
burned to the ground because Mass was said in them, and many
Catholics were convicted and sentenced to fines, burning of
their property and banishment - some from the settlement and
some from the country.9
One of the proclamations issued by Sir Hugh Palliser
was that not more than two Catholic men should dwell in one
house during the winter, except those who had Protestant
masters. Another ordered that all Catholic children born in
the country should be baptized according to 1aw.10 0f this
edict Bishop Howley wrote:
The Turks requlred a tithe of the children born
of Christian parents as recruits for the Janlizaries,
it was reserved for a British colonial governor to
surpass that barbarity, by obliging the parents, not

conquered slaves, but free-born Britons, as they were
absurdly called, to glve up all fgeir children to the

ministers of the Anglican sect.

From all offices of distinction in the country,
Catholics were debarred. All government officials and all
who wished to obtain any position whatsocever, were obliged
to sign a declaration in which they abjured the distinctive
tenets of Catholicism. The form of the oath is as follows:

"We, . . . , do declare that we do believe that there is not

Howley, op. cit., pp. 173 - 174.

10 1v14., p. 17s.

11 rpig., pp. 178 - 179.
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any Transubstantiation in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,

at or after the consecration thereof by any person what-
ever" .12

To those who protected a priest, or who permitted the
celebration of Holy Mass in their houses, no mercy was shown.
For this reason, "the priests were obliged, for the most
part, to omit the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice, and be
content to recite for the people, the Rosary, amid the rocks
and woods, as was the case with thelr forefathers in Ire-
lang".1®

Of the sufferings which the Catholics underwent in

eighteenth-century Newfoundland - sufferings by which their
persecutors sought "to suppress all private as well as public

worship among them"14

- many more examples could be quoted,
not indeed to show the wantonness of their persecutors, but
to show the pertinacity with which the Irish Catholics, unde-
terred by fear of floggings, fines, arrests, imprisomment,
house-burning or deportation, clung to the "Faith of their
Fathers".

What was the secret of their perseverance in the face

of such dreadful odds? The answer is to be found in their two

great sources of strength, which were, next to Divine

12 Howley, op. cit., p. 174.

13 1pig., p. 181.

14 Tpid., p. 174.
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Providence, their love for and devotion to the Blessed Virgin
and the fidelity of their priests.15 Those faithful priests
who shared the toils and hardships of the poor Catholics they
had come to feed with the Bread of Life, incurred the most
appalling dangers, as has been said above, yet they never de-
serted their spiritual children, to whom they must have been
a tower of strength in those terrible days of stress and
strain. Of them Boshop Howley writes:
The records or traditions of the lives and hsard-

ships of these early priests are but meagre; indeed,

of some of them, we know only the dates of their

arrival in and departure from, the island; sometimes

only the mere fact that they were here; of others we

learn just enough to let us conjecture how they

strove to keep alight the flickering lamp of Faith

amidst the most overwhelming difficulties. They came

and went periodically. We hear of their being aboard

the fishing craft in the disguise of fishermen, and

thus escaping the fury of their persecutors.l6

The foregoing quotation shows that the same bond of

union which existed between the priests and the people of
Ireland, and which was established by St. Patrick himself,17
existed also in Newfoundland. Thus it is forever to the glory
of those Irish priests, that thelr expatriated countrymen
kept the Faith during almost a century of intolerance and

persecution in Newfoundland.18

15 Very Rev. Thomas N. Burke, 0.P., "St. Patrick", in
Lectures on Faith and Fatherland, London, R. and T. Wash-
bourne, Ltd., (no date) pp. 14 - 15.

6
Howley, op. cit., p. 181.

17 Burke, op. cit., p. 18.
18

Howley, op. cit., p. 185.
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The other great characteristic of St. Patrick's doc-
trine which he instilled into the hearts of the Irish people

was devotion to Mary, who was known in their tongue as their

darling Virgin.l®

And so it was that Patrick sent his Catholic doe-
trines home to the hearts of the people. He preached
Jesus Christ under the name by which He is still
known and adored in that far western land: Mac na
Maighdine, the Virgin's Son, thus admirably insinuat-
ing the great mystery of the Incarnation, and preach-
ing Jesus through Mary; and Mary herself he preached,
with all her graces and glories, as Mary Mother. The
example of her virginal purity and maternal love he
made the type of the Irish maiden and mother; and so
well did they learn their high lesson, that they have
been for ages the admiration of the world, and the
glory of their afflicted country. The devotion to
Mary sank deep into the heart of the nation. So well
had they already learned to love and appreciate her,
that, in a few years after their conversion to the
faith, when they would express their love and admir-
ation for the first great Irish Virgin saint - St.
Brigid - they thought they had crowned her with glory
when they called her the Mary of Ireleand. This devo-
tion to Mary was a protecting shield over Ireland in
the day of her battle for the Faith.20

Wherever the Irish went, they brought with them the
devotion to the Mother of God which St. Patrick taught them?l
and nowhere, perhaps was that devotion more forcibly shown
than in eighteenth-century Newfoundland, where until 1784
there was no place of worship and where 'there was no mercy

for those who protected & priest or who connived at the

19 Burke, op. cit., p. 25.
20 Ipid., p. 17.

el Mrs. Thomas Concannon, The Queen of Ireland, M. H.
Gill and Son, Dublin, 1939, p. 44.
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celebration of Mass in thelr houses",22 therefore it can be
readily understood that Mass was celebrated but seldom and it
became the custom to gather in secret places to say the Ros-
ary.z.3 Sometimes, too, Mass was sald in such places.

One of these "secret places" was in PFerryland of
"Lord Baltimore" fame, on a rock atop a high hill called The
Gaze, because 1t was necessary to keep a sharp look-out for
warships, naval officers or other officials, who were ever
ready to interfere with Catholic worship. Here, in the early
part of the eighteenth century, Holy Mass was celebrated.
The story of this event is quite authentic. It has been han-
ded down by an old resident whose grandmother told her that
she could remember the priest celebrating Mass on the top of
The Gaze.Z%

Another such "secret place" known as the Mass Rock
is in Renews a small town near Ferryland, and "“one of the
earliest place names in America". 25 Here, too, in the penal

days, Mass was said. Behind the Rock is the Midnight Hill so

2 Howley, op. cit., p. 181.
25 1pid., p. 181.

%4 g, F, Shortis, "Christmas Stories and Traditions
of Feriylgnd" in The Evening Telegram, St. John's, Newfound-
land 92

25 Leo F. English, "Renews and Its Shrine", in New-
foundland Quarterly, Vol. 28, No. 4, 1929.
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called becasuse of the devotion secretly held there.26

It has been said that in the convict ships that car-
ried so many of the '98 men from Ireland to penal servitude
in Botany Bay, went the foundatien of the Church in Austra-
lia, so also it may be said with equal truth, that in the
fishing boats that sailed year after year from Ireland, in
the eighteenth century, came the foundation stones of the
Church in Newfoundland.Z’

These “foundation stonea" brought with them the faith
which had withstood centuries of persecution - a persecution
which made them cling "to God and St. Mary the Virgin only
more closely for all attempts to sever them".<8

And when commending themselves to that dear Mother

in heaven, who had been their support and consolation,
they bade adieu to their home, they brought to the
land of their adoption the same unshaken fidelity to
their religion. (. . .) and wherever they went they
called to them Saggart aroon, the priest of their love;
and when he came, the new little church of St. Mary

soon rose, and the ancient Salve Regina resounded
beneath the heavens in a new land. <9

26 Letter from Right Rev. C, A. McCarthy, P. P.,
Renews, to the Superior General, Mercy Order, St. John's,
Newfoundland, October 19, 1953.

27 Dr. Helena Concannon, "Saggart A Ruin", "Some
Irish Priests and Their liissions", in The Monitor, issue of
April, 1950, Vol. 17, No. 4, taken from ‘the lrish Messenger
of the Sacred Heart, July, 1934.

<8 Rev. Xavier Donald Macleod, History of the Devo-
tion to the Blessed Virgin Mary in North America, New York,
Virtue and Yorston, 1866, p. 26.

29 Ipid., p. 26.
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Religious Toleration

Towards the end of the eighteenth century freedom of
worship was granted to all persons in Newfoundland. This
"toleration" was forced from the British Government by the
following circumstances:

The American War was then raging, and the victory

of the Continentalas loosened the grasp upon the sword
of persecution in the hands of colonial tyrants. It
was dangerous to exasperate men who could not be ex-
pected to retain their allegiance to the British
Crown, and who, incited by the example of their neigh-
bors, might be driven into rebellion. Accordingly
open and legal persecution was abolished, and gave
way to a kind of niggardly tolerationb accompanied by
a contemptuous socisl exclusiveness.

On October 24, 1784, forty-five years before the
passing of the Emancipation Act, & proclamation was published
according to the instructions of His Majesty King George III,
granting "liberty of conscience" to all persons in Newfound-
land, and the "free exercise of all modes of religious wor-
ship as are not prohibited by law, provided people be content
with a quiet and peaceable enjoyment of the same without

giving scandal or offence to the Government".51
First Prefect Apostolic

In the seme year in which freedom of religion was

granted to Newfoundland, the Holy Father, Pope Pius VI

0 Howley, op. cit., p. 179.
31 1pid., p. 180.
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selested Reverend James Louis O'Donel, O. F. M., to organize
the Church. He was appointed Prefect Apostolic with power to
administer the Sacrament of Confirmation.3%

Father O'Donel had received the holy habit of his
Order at the Franciscan College of the Immaculate Conception
in Prague, one of the four national establishments on the
continent of Europe. Before coming to Newfoundland he had
been Provincial of the whole body of Franciscans in Ire-
land.%3

It is worthy of note that the Franciscan College of
Prague was dedicated to the Immaculate Conception nearly
three hundred years before the dogma was defined, and that a
declaration of faith in the doctrine was embodied in the

motto on the College seal: Nodus originalis non est in te.%4

Having been a member of the Community in such an in-
stitution, Father O'Donel must have been well versed in Mari-
ology, and an ardent lover of Mary, and no doubt placed the
Newfoundland Mission under her loving care and protsction.
Surely it was she who obtained for him the strength and cour-
age necessary for such a tremendous undertaking, beset, as it
was, with almost lnsurmountable difficulties; for though
religious toleration had been granted, the Catholic Church

52 1pig., p. 18s8.

35 Ibid., p. 187.

54 Concannon, The Queen of Ireland, p. 239.
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in Newfoundland was for many years afterwards, a victim of
persecution, as is shown by the "letter of accusation" writ-

ten against Father O'Donel by a Surrogate named Pellu, in

1788, when he had completed the erection of the first chapel,

had secured some priests and had organized the Catholics of

St. John's. Referring to Pellu's letter, Father O'Donel wrote

on November 16, 1788:

The letter was not only read in the court-house,
where the Surrogate publicly denounced Pope and
Popery, priests and priestecraft (. . .), but also
requested of the Governor that the priests should be
turned out of the country; that circular letters
should be sent to the magistrates, that if any more
priests arrived, to ship them off immediately; and
that no priests should be left but where there was
a garrison to keep them in awe.%5

Undaunted by Pellu's letter, Father O0'Donel continued

to plead on behalf of his Catholic population, and made
application for permission to erect some chapels in other
parts of the country, "for without this permission not a
stick could be 121d".%6 To his request, the Governor (Mil-
banke) made the following reply:

The Governor acquaints Mr. O'Donel that, so far
from being disposed to allow of an increase of pla-
ces of religious worship for the Roman Catholics of
this Island, he very seriously intends next year, to
lay those established, under particular restrictions.
Mr. O'Donel must be aware that it is not the interest
of Great Britain to encourage people to winter in
Newfoundland, and he cannot be ignorant that many of
the lower order, who now stay, would, if it were not
for the convenience with which they obtain absolution

35 Howley, op. cit., p. 190.
%6 Ivid., p. 191.
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here, go home for it, at least once in two or three
years %!); and the Governor has been misinformed if
Mr. O'Donel, instead of advising their return to
Ireland, does not rather encourage them to winter
in this Colony.%7

In a letter to Dr. Troy, Archbishop of Dublin, Father
O0'Donel refers to the above as follows:

Our very numerous and increasing congregations
have brought the eys of the enemies of our Faith upon
us, as you will find by the enclosed answer to a
Memorial drawn up by the people of Ferryland for leave
to build a chapel in that district. I wrote to Father
Callenan of Cork, requesting him to use his influence
(. . .) to apply to some member of the Privy Council
to prevent these prejudicial restrictions. (. . .)
Criminals of all kinds are allowed the unreserved
privilege of a Clergyman, why not an industrious set
of men who are inured to the hardships of the sea,
and ready upon any emergency to serve His Majesty?

(. « .) Many of those hardy fellows would never ob-
tain their parents' consent to cross the seas if they
had not the consoling prospect of the presence of a
Clergyman in case of sickness or death. Moreover the
ingredients which make up the Sacrament of Penancs,
and the prerequisites of Absolution are not of such
easy digestion to & set of fishermen as to induce

them "to go home for it at least once in two or three
years"! I really look upon these intended restrictions
as a breach of public faith.38

Notwithstanding the indignities referred to above,
Father O'Donel persevered in his arduous labors which wers
finally blessed with success as will be seen from the
following:

After ten years of missionary life, working and
organizing ecclesiastical matters, we find Dr. O'Donel
also ingratiating himself into the favor of the civil
authorities, and gradually ascquiring that influence

7 ]
Howley, op. cit., p. 191. The letter was written:
on board the "Salisbury", St. John's, 2nd November, 1790.

38

Ibid., p. 192.
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and weight, even in secular affairs of the Colony,
which has ever slince been exercised by his succes-
sors, the Roman Catholic Bishops, placing them in
a recognized position of the highest importance,
second only to the representative of majesty him-
self, and indeed on many occasions causing the
latter to look to them as the only power in the
country capable of saving it from ruin in grave
and serious cases.39

%9 1bid., p. 194.
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CHAPTER III

PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH UNDER THE FRANCISCAN BISHOPS
"Our Lady of Victory"

Bishop O'Donel, O. S. F.

By 1794 Catholics had become so numerous and influ-
ential in Newfoundland, that the priests of the Mission
appealed to the Holy See, that Father O'Donel be raised to
the episcopal dignity, and in their petition to Pope Fius VI,
they made allusion to the recent appointment of Father John
Carroll to the See of Baltimore.l

The appeal was graciously responded to by the Holy
Father, and on January 5, 1796, "the customary Bulls were
expedited for the consecration of James Louis 0'Donel as

Bishop, with the title of Thyatiras in partibus infidelium,

and at the same time he was appointed Vicar Apostolic of
Newfoundland".2

On the Feast of St. Matthew, September 21, 1796,
Father O'Donel was consecrated by Bishop Francois Hubert in
the Cathedral of Quebec, the nearest place for such a cere-
mony in those days.5

The consecration of Bishop O'Donel as first Bishop of
Newfoundland, established in the Island a Hierarchy, which

1 Howley, Ecclesiastical History of Newfoundland,
Boston, Doyle and Whittie, 1888, p. 196.

2 Ibid., p. 199.
S Ipid., p. 200.
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yields priority only to the ancient and venerable historic
Churches of Quebec and Baltimore.*

One of the first eplscopal acts of the new Frelate
was the issuance of a body of Diocesan Statutes for the
guidance of his priests, all of whom were Franciscans. The
Vicariate was divided into four jurisdictions or districts
which were placed under the direction of experienced Mission-
aries.®

Being obliged to discharge the duties of a missionary
priest, as well as those of a Bishop, the saintly Prelate's
health began to fail in 1806. About this time he wrote to the
Bishop of Quebec: "I got a slight stroke of apoplexy without
any warning in the pulpit, at the heel of a long sermon. I
believe 1t to proceed from too much mental labor. Thank God
for so friendly a warning. My top-light (as the sailors say),
is growing somewhat dim".®

Seeing that he was unable to fulfil his arduocus du-
ties with the constant attention which his strict sense of
their responsibilities demanded, and the resources of the
Vicariate not being sufficlent to maintain a Co-adjutor,

Bishop O'Donel, first Bishop and Apostle of Newfoundland,

4 Archbishop Roche, "Address", in Memorials of the
Consecration, Installation and Investiture of the Pallium of
Most Rev. E. P. Roche, D. D., Archbishop of St. John's,
Herald Print, 1915.

S Howley, op. clt., p. 204.

6 Letter to Bishop Plessis of Quebec, 1806, Archives
de L'Archeveche, Quebec.
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resigned his cherge, and on the appointment of his successor,
retired to Viaterford, Ireland, in 1807, where he died in
1817.7
Bishop O'Donel laid deep and permanent the foundation
of the Church in Newfoundland. In the accomplishment of this
great work, the role of Our Blessed Lady must have been tre-
mendously important, for she is the Mediatrix of all graces.
St. Bernard of Siene writes:

From the time in which the Virgin Mary conceived
in her chaste womb God's own Son, she obtained a
certain jurisdiction or a special authority over the
temporal mission of the Holy Chost, so that no crea-
ture has obtalned from God either grace or merit
save by the dispensation of this Holy Mother. Stron-
ger thoughts come out of the heart of the great St.
Bernard when he says that not a single grace descends

from Heaven to_earth that does not come through the
hands of Mary.8

Bishops Lambert and Scallan

Bishop Lambert, 0. S. F., succeeded Bishop O'Donel in
1807. The Catholic population at this time was about 14,000.°
Several chapels were built during the episcopacy of Bishop
Lambert. In 1817, he was obliged, through ill health, to

return to his native Ireland.lo

7 Howley, pp. cit., p. 212.

8 A Member of the Ursuline Community, Sligo, "The
Power of Mary's Intercession", in A Garland for Our Lady,
London, Burns, Oates and Washbourne, Ltd., 1920, p. 176.

9 Howley, op. cit., p. 224.
10

Ibid., p. 239. 44J
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Right Rev. Dr. Scallan, 0. S. F., who had become co-
-adjutor to Bishop Lembert in 1816, succeeded him in 1817.
Because of the difficulties of the Mission, the want of
priesta and the labors to be undergone, Bishop Scallan in
1828 petitioned Rome for a co-adjutor, recommending at the
same time Father Michael Anthony Fleming, 0. S. F., the
principal missioner in St. John's. His request was granted,
and Father Fleming was appointed Co-adjutor of the Vicar
Apostolic of Newfoundland, with the title of Carpasia in

partibus, and with the right of succession. On the 28th of
October, 1829, Bishop Scallan consecrated his successor in
the "0ld Chapel”, the first time that an episcopal consecra-
tion was ever performed in Newfoundland.1l

During the Vicariate of Bishop Scallan, Catholics in-
creased "in numbers, wealth and social standing".l® Schools
were bullt in the principal places, and the Bishop encouraged
his people "to erect churches where they could fittingly meet
for public worship".1l%

As there were only seven priests in the country in

1850,14 "public worship" for the greater part of the Catholic

11 1pig., p. 247.
12 fpi4., p. 254.
13 Right Rev. Monsignor Thomas J. Flynn, "The Catho-

lic Church in Newfoundland", in The Book of Newfoundland,
edited by J. R. Smallwood, Vol. 2, p. 275.

% Howley, op. cit., p. 263.
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population of 25,000, was, tradition says, the Rosary of the
Blessed Virgin. Thus, in the absence of priests, did the
Catholics of those days, safe-guard and transmit to their
children, the treasures of the Catholic Religion. Their
spirit of Faith, sustained by devotedness to the Mother of
God, has penetrated through the centuries and has extended
its fertilizing influence to the furthermost parts of the
country. Today, in Newfoundland, there are many small settle-
ments where the parish priest holds a "Station" only three or
four times a year. In such places it is still the beautiful
custom for the pecople to assemble in the chapel or school-
-chapel on Sundays and holydays for the Rosary which is
usuelly led by the teacher or by some resident of the settle-
ment appointed by the parish priest.

Bishop Fleming 0. S. F.

On the death of his predecessor in 1830, Bishop
Fleming assumed charge of the Vicariate. His first duty was
the procuring of priests, accordingly he visited Ireland
where he secured nine Missionaries.l5

He next busied himself with the cause of education,
and succeeded, in spite of grave difficulties, in establish-
ing Catholic Education of youth on a firm basis. This was the
beginning of the great struggle for Catholic Education in
Newfoundland.16

15 Ipid., p. 263.
16 1pid., p. 230,
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First Marian Congregations

The Presentation Order

Up to 1833, the work of education in Newfoundland
had been carried on in mixed schools. In his letters to Dr.
O'Connell, P, P., St. Michael's, Dublin, Bishop Fleming gave
the reasons which actuated him in establishing a Community of
Presentation Nuns. One of these is quoted below:

I judged it of essential importance to fix the
character of the female portion of our community in
virtue and innocence (. . .); for I felt that which
all must feel, namely, that when once the future
mothers are impressed with the truths of religion,
once they are solidly instructed in the divine pre-
cepts of the Cospel (. . .), the domestic fireside
i1s immediately made the most powerful auxiliary to
the school, and instruction and true education, the
basis of which is virtue and religion, are instilled
into the little ones at their mother's knee, and
they go abroad by and by, into schooli or into society,
with all the elements that fit them to become virtu-
ous citizens.

These feelings and opinions were the motives that
led me to consider the establishment of a Presenta-
tion Convent_e¢ssential to the permanent success of
the Mission.l7

In the early summer of 1833, the Bishop visited Ire-
land for the sole purpose of securing a Community of Presen-
tation Nuns, "to come out to educate our poor little girls.18

The four Nuns who came to Newfoundland, on September
21, 1833, founded the first Presentation Convent on the Con-
tinent of America, and laid the foundation of Catholic educa-

tion in Newfoundlend.

17 Howley, op. cit., p. 276.
¥ 1pid. p. 277, |
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Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy

In the plans - religious and educetional - of Bishop
Fleming, in 1837, was the introduction of a Community of the
Sisters of Mercy, who would open a pension school, "where
children could be taught the elegant and fashionable accom-
plishments of the day, end at the same time have their minds
properly imbued with the principles of religion".l9

With Bishop Fleming's scheme, Mother Catherine
McAuley, the Foundress of the Congregation of Our Lady of
Mercy, "was in hearty sympathy, and had she but her own
erdent zeal to consult, no vessel leaving her native shores
could bear her thither as quickly as her love for souls
desired" .20

It was not however in the designs of Providence, that
the saintly Foundress should lead her daughters to Terra
Nova, for she was called to her eternal reward in November,
1841.21

In May, 1842, Bishop Fleming's request was granted,
and on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, June 10, three Sisters
of Mercy from the Mother House in Dublin, arrived in St.

John's, the first Sisters of that Congregation to make a

19 1p14., p. 278.

20 4 Member of the Order of Mercy, "Voices of the
Irish", in Leaves from the Annals of the Sisters of Mercy,
New York, The Catholic Publication Co., London, Burns and
Oates, 1899, p. 4.

21 Howley, op. cit., p. 371.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH UNDER THE FRANCISCAN BISHOPS 33

foundation of the New World. =22

The establishment of the Presentation and Mercy Con-
gregations in 1833 and 1842 respectively, became in time, the
nucleous of a wide-spread devotion to the Blessed Virgin
which would eventually embrace every town and village in the
country-

A glance at the Marian obligations of the Sisters of
Our Lady of the FPresentation, as laid down in their Consti-
tutions, and which are identical with those of the Sisters of
Our Lady of Mercy, is sufficient to prove the truth of the
above statement:

Devotion to Mary ever Virgin, and Mother of God,
has always been the favorite of all religious persons,
and is particularly recommended in every regular In-
stitute. But as this Congregation is immediately under
her special protectiom, as she is, under God, its
principal Patroness and FProtectress, the Sisters shall
have the warmest and most affectionate devotion to her,
regarding her, in a special manner as their Mother,
and the great model they are obliged to imitate, that
by her intercession and powerful protection, they may
be enabled to fulfil the obligations of this holy In-
stitute, and implant Jesus Christ in the tender hearts
of those poor little ones whom they are charged to
instruct.

They shall have, individually, unlimited confidence
in her; have recourse to her in all their difficul-
ties, and spiritual necessities, and by the imitation
of her virtues they shall study to please her, and to
render themselves worthy of her maternal protection.
They shall solemnize her Festivals with all spiritual
joy and devotion, and shall instil into the minds of
the poor children, and of all such as they can influ-
ence, the greatest respect, vemsration, and love for

22 1p14., p. 371.
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her. They shall recitg every day five decades of the
Rosary in her honour.

It is not necessary to say with what fervor those
pioneer Sisters labored to "instil into the minds" of their
young charges and of all those whom they could "influence",
the greatest love and veneration for the Mother of God. How
well they fulfilled the injunctions of their Holy Rule in
this respect, is seen in the intense love and practical de-
votion to the Blessed Virgin for which the Island is noted.
In the schools of both Congregations were trained the first
teachers who were to go out into the smaller settlements, &nd
implant in the tender hearts of little children, a great love
of God and Our Blessed Mother.

First Marian Association

To Bishop Fleming belongs the honor of establishing
in Newfoundland, the first Marian Association, the Society
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It 1s the oldest Socisty in the
country having been founded in 1839.24 It therefore calls for
more than passing mention.

In the booklet of Rules of the Society is written:

This Society shell be composed of females dis-
tinguished for leading virtuous and religious lives,

23 Constitutions of the Sisters of the Fresentation

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Chapter 28, "On Devotion to Our
Blessed Lady", p. 56.

24 Rules for the Government of the Soclety of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, p. 1.
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whose example, it 1s hoped, will prove a source of
public edification, and whose united prayers, and
other good works, it is expected, will attract those
graces upon the 9omm%gity which are most necessary
to insure salvation.

It is impossible to overestimate the importance of
the part this very excellent Socisety has played and still
plays in the Cathollc life of the country, especlally in St.
John's, where the members now number almost seven hundred.
Not only are the members themselves exemplary Catholics, but
by the stimulus of their good example, they excite others to
plety, and lead them also into the service of the Most Holy
Virgin. Thus a greater number "of united prayers and other
good works" are offered to God, and many graces and blessings
are drawn down on the community.

According to the Rules, the members of the Society
meet in the Parish Church once a month, usually on the first
Sunday. Kneeling before the Altar of the Blessed Virgin, all
recite the Rosary which is led by the Spiritual Director, who
also preaches a sermon, in which he points out the special
devotions of the month, the great Feasts, especially those of
the Blessed Virgin, and the best means of observing them etc.
Then follows the ceremony of enrollment of new members. After
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and the singing of a
Marian Hymn, the officers of the Society retire to their of-
ficial room for the transaction of business. "At the conclu-

sion of the meeting the President, or in her absence the

&5 Ibid., p. 3.
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Vice-President, will recite five Our Fathers and five Hall

Marys for the spiritual and temporal welfare of the members,

and the beads of the Immaculate Conception." 26

When admitting members into the Society, the Spiri-
tual Director reminds them that they are dedicating them-
selves particularly to God's service, and making a special
profesaion of honoring His Holy Mother. The members, in their
"Form of Offering", firmly purpose to love, serve and honor
our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by imitating those
virtues which adorned our Blessed Lady's 1life, and to pro-
cure, as far as it is in their power, that all others might
be ettracted to her service.<’

The immense spiritual benefits to be derived from
membership in the Society may be seen from the following
Rules:

The funds of the Society shall be devoted to procur-
ing the offering of the adorable Sacrifice of the Mass
for the spiritual and temporali welfare of the members
and of their famlilies; for the eternal repose of the
souls of the deceased members, and the frliends and re-
lations of all members, both living and dead; for the
souls in Purgatory, and any other purpose determined
on by the Society, with the approval of the Spiritual
Director.

Besides the above, & Solemn Requiem Mass will be
celebrated for the repose of the soul of each member.

On March 25th, Feast of the Annunciation, and on
August 15th Feast of the Assumption, there will be
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrsment.

26 Rules for the Government of the Society of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, p. 8.

27 1pi4., p. 7.
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Members are requested to send flowers for decor-
ating PUrposes on the feast days of the Blessed
Virgin.

Some of the more important benefactions of the
Society in St. John's are the beautiful statue of the Immacu-
late Conception in Carrara marble, surmounting the Altar of
the Blessed Virgin, in the Cathedral, and one of the magnifi-
cent stained-glass windows. Many outport churches have also
received large donations from the Society.29 Of more recent
date are lts generous gifts to St. Clare's Mercy Hospital,
and the provision for hospital care for its sick needy mem-
bers. To the Archbishop Skinner Social Welfare Fund, the
Society contributed the munificent sum of $ 2,500, and to the
newly-erected Marian Chapel of the Cathedral, a set of wood-

-carved Stations of the Cross.90
First Marian Shrins

An outstanding event in the history of the Church and
of Marian Devotion during Bishop Fleming's epliscopate, was
the erection of the first Marian Shrine, the Cathedral of

St. John's.

%8 1pid., p. 5.

29 Archbishop Howley, Newfoundland Quarterly, Octo-
ber, 1908.

30 Minutes of Meetings of the Society of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, St. John's.
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From the year 1834, when he applied to the Govermment
for a valuable piece of ground, on which to build the Cathe-
dral, until the year of his death, 1849, the Bishop was occu-
pled with this great and absorbing undertaking.51

It was not until 1838, that he began the actual work,
having had to cross "the Atlantic back and forth five times
before he succeeded" in obtaining from the British Government,
the desired piece of land.%2

At this time in letters to Rev. Dr. A. O'Connell, "on
the State of Religion in Newfoundland", the Bishop wrote:

The Catholic Church of the Capital has hitherto
been the meanest house devoted to public worship in
St. John's. It is so far inadequate to the accommoda-
tion of our rspidly-increasing congregation, that in
the midst of winter, on every Sunday, you may behold
several hundreds of the poor people assisting at the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass exposed to the piercing
winds, to the pelting of the bitter snow-drift, and
kneeling imbedded in snow; (. . .) I thought it my
duty to God and to the people committed to my care,
to give them, if possible, a temple superior to any
other in the Island - a temple at once beautiful and
spacious, suitable to the worship of the Most High
God, and that may be regarded in after times as a
memorial of the plety of the faithful, a pledge of
the permanency of our holy religion, and an object
of holy pride to the fervent Catholic.53

These words of the great Bishop corroborate what has
been already said in this work of the strong faith of the

people in whose "warm hearts and pious dispositions', the

31 Howley, op. c¢it., p. 341.

52 Tbid., p. 341.
53 Ipid., p. 338.
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Bishop said he "had a mine of wealth, calculated to sustain
and support" him, in the arduous work which he was beginning
"]iterally without a penny".34

"On May 20, 1841, the foundation-stone was solemnly
blessed and laid by Bishop Fleming, with all the imposing
ceremonies of the Catholic Church, and the work really com-
menced." 99

The Programme of the Order of Procession from the

"0ld Chapel" to the Cathedral grounds, mentions the follow-
ing: "Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary, three and thres,
preceded by two persons bearing a painting of the Blessed
Virgin".%® This was an eloquent testimony to the advancement
of devotion to the Blessed Virgin in a land where some fifty
years before, public worship was held to be a penal offence.
Bishop Fleming erected the Cathedral "to the honor
and glory of God, under the patronage and invocation of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin, of 3t. John the
Baptist and of St. Francis Assisi".37 Finished exteriorly by
1850, the Bishop had the supreme happiness of celebrating,
for the first time within 1ts walls, the Holy Sacrifice of

%4 Howley, op. cit., p. 339.

35 1pid., p. 357.

%6 Ipid., p. 359.

57 Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "Immaculate Conception Title
of the Cathedral", in The Monitor, Vol. 16, No. 12, issue of
December, 1949.
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the Mass, on the Feast of Epiphany, January 6, 18'5Cb.':”8

Erection of Parishes. - Bishop Fleming erected eleven
parishes, four of which were dedicated to Our Blessed Lady
under the following titles: The Holy Rosary, Portugal Covse,
1830; The Assumption, St. Kyran's, 1830; The Holy Rosary,
Argentia, 1834; The Assumption, St. Mary's, 184.:’:.:59

Erection of the Diocese of Newfoundland. - An impor-
tant event of far-reaching significance was the erection, in
1847, of the Diocese of Newfoundland, from the Vicariate
Apostolic; "Bishop Fleming being thus translated from the

nominal See of Carpasia in partibus infidelium, to the actuall

See of Newfoundland.40
Bishop Mullock, O. S. F.

The fifth and last of the Sons of Saint Francis of
Assisi to preside over the Church in Newfoundland, was the
illustrious Bishop John Thomas Mullock, who at the time of
his Consecration in Rome, 1847, had been appointed Bishop
Fleming's Co-adjutor, with right of succession. On the death
of Bishop Fleming, in 1850, Bishop Mullock became Bishop of

Newfoundland, and under his "energetic government,

%8 Ipid., p. 11.
39 The Catholic Diresctory, 1952.

40 Howley, op. cit., pp. 386 - 387.
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ecclesiastical affairs took glant strides".4) His greatest
achievement was the completion and adornment of the Cathe-
dral.42

Consecration of the Cathedral. - Near the entrance of
the Cathedral are three mural tablets, beautifully executed
in marble. On two of these are recorded, in simple dignity,
its erection and consecration. In translation the Latin in-
scriptions read thus:

To God the best and greatest, M. A. Fleming, Bp.
of Carpasia, Vicar Apostolic, from the gifts of the
faithful, built this Church, in honor of B. M. the
Virgin, St. John'the Baptist, and SZ. Francis of
Assisi, in the year of grace, 1841. S

In the year of Our Lord, 1855, September 9, this
Cathedral, the Mother Church of Newfoundland, was
consecrated in honor of the Immaculate Virgin Mary
and of St. John the Baptist and of St. Francis, by
the Rev. John Thomas Mullock, Order of Friars Minor,
Bishop of Newfoundland.

There were present Their Lordships the Most Rev-
erend John Hughes, Archbishop of New York; Armand
Charbonel, Archbishop of Toronto; Colim MacKinnon,
Bishop of Arichat, and Thomas Connolly, Order of
Priars Minor, Bishop of St. John, New Brunswick.%4

4l Bishop Howley, "Roman Catholic Church in Newfound-
land", in A History of Newfoundland, by D. W. Prowse, London,
Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1896, p. 607.

42

Ibid., p. 608.

4% nppchbishop Howley's Description of the Cathedral"
in The Monitor, Vol. 7, No. 9, issue of July-August 1940,
p. 12.

44’"Ninatieth Anniversary of the Consecration of the
Cathedral”, in The Monitor, Vol. 12, No. 9, issue of Septem-
ber, 1945, p. 1.
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Because of the title of the Immaculate Conception
given to the Cathedral, and because, just nine monthsprevi-
ously, the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception had been de-
fined as an article of Faith, by Pope Fius IX, the first
great public function to take place in the newly-consecrated
Cathedral, was a Pontifical Triduum in honor of the Immacu-
late Conception, held on the three days following the Con-
secration Day.45

It is believed that the Cathedral of St. John's was
then, the first Cathedral Church in the whole world, to be
consecrated under the title of the Immaculate Conception,
after the definition of the Dogma.%6

It (the Cathedral) constitutes a material witness

and memorial of that historic docirinal definition
destined to have such remarkabls effect in the reli-
gious life of the Catholic Church and in the world-
-wide amplification and development of the influence
of the Blessed Mother of God over the destinies of
mankind.

Cathedral Marian Art. - Of the many works of art ad-
orning the Cathedral, only those of Marian inspiration will
be referred to here. Of these the fifty-seven magnificent
stained-glass windows are of first importance. Five of the

larger windows represent the following subjects: the Annunci-
ation, the Nativity of Our Lord, Our Lady of the Rosary, Our

45 Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "Immaculate Conception Title
of Cathedral”, in The Monitor, Vol. 16, No. 12, December
1949, p. 11.

46 Ipig., p. 11.

47 Ibid., p. 11.
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Lady standing at the Foot of the Cross. On fifteen of the
smaller windows in the ambulatory are depicted the Mysteries
of the Rosary. The statue of the Immaculate Conception sur-
mounting the Altar of the Blessed Virgin, has been already
referred to.

In the centre of the pilazza, directly opposite the
main entrance, stands another statue of the Immaculate Con-
ception. It is of white marble and is of unique workmanship.
Pointing the way, as 1t were, to the great Mother Church,
which was erected and consecrated in honor of the Immaculate
Virgin Mary, the statue is a grand evidence of our Heavenly
Mother's pre-eminence as Queen, inaugurated in the history of
the Church in Newfoundland, on the day of the Consecration of
the first shrine erected in Mary's honor.

Since the Son of God made Man is the Anthor and
Finisher of Faith, one must recognize His Most Holy
Mother as the shsrer in the divine mysteries, and,
as it were, a guardian of them, and that upon her as
a foundation, the noblest after Christ, is built the
edifice of faith for all ages.48

Parishes and Convents. - Of the parishes erected by
Bishop Mullock, one of them, the Parish of St. Lawrence was
founded in 1854,4° the year memorable in the Church for the

infellible definition of the Immaculate Conception. The first

48 Pope Pius X, "Mary Helps to Restore All Things in
Christ", in Ad Diem Illum, Encyclicel Letter on the 50th
Anniversary of the Definition of the Immaculate Conception,
A Marian Reprint, The Marian Library, University of Dayton,
Dayton, Ohio, No. 25, April 1954, p. 2.

49 me Catholic Directory, 1952.
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church in the Parish of St. Lawrence was dedicated to the
Immaculate Conception.50
Ten Convents of the Presentation Order were founded:
1. Harbor Grace, July 2, 1851, dedicated to Our Lady under
the title of the Visitation.
2. Carbonear, May 2, 1852, St. Joseph.
3. Harbor Main, July 9, 1853, The Holy Family.
4. Renews, September 23, 1853, Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
5. Riverhead, St. John's, January 10, 1856, St. Patrick.
6. Perryland, October 2, 1858, The Sacred Heart.
7. St. Mary's, August 10, 1859, St. Anne.
8. Witless Bay, June 3, 1860, The Holy Trinity.
9. Placentia, August 3, 1864, Our Lady Queen of the Angels.
10. Torbay, October 8, 1865, St. Michael.®l
Five Convents of Our Lady of Mercy were founded:
l. Belvedere, November 16, 1859, St. Michael.
2. Brigus, September 11, 1861, The Blessed Virgin Mary and
St. Joseph.
3. Conception, May 24, 1869, The Blessed Virgin Mary Mother
of God.
4. Burin, July 12, 1863, St. Anne.
5. Petty Harbor, Pentecost Sunday, 1866.

50 Sister Margaret Mary, St. John, Convent of Hercy,
Belvedere, St. John's.

51 Annals of the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary,
Mother House, St. John's.
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Beceuse of the need of Sisters in larger centres, the
Convents at Burin and Petty Harbor were later closed.%?

Girls' Orphanage Dedicated to the Immaculate Concep-
tion. - The first Orphanage in Newfoundland was established
at the Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, Military Road, St.
John's. Here on December 8, 18b4, date of the Definition of
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, the first orphan was
admitted and the Orphanage formally opened under the Patro-
nage of Mary Immaculate. The accommodation in this building
becoming inadequate, the orphans were removed in 1859, to the
old Monastery of Belvedere, which had been the home of Bishop
Fleming. To the Sisters of Mercy, the Bishop bequeathed all
his property for the maintenance of the Orphanage.53

Pastoral Letter. - On the first Sunday of Advent,
1854, Bishop Mullock issued a Pastoral Letter, the first in
the history of the Church in Newfoundland. This Pastoral will

appear in its entirety in the Appendix.

52 Annals of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, lother
House, St. John's,

53 1pid.
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CHAFTER IV

A NEW DIOCESE DEDICATED TO THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

"Blessed Be the Holy and Immaculate Conception"

The rapid progress made by the Church during the
eplscopate of Bishop Mullock, demanded the division of the
Diocese of Newfoundland. Consequently in February 1856, the
northeast portion of the Island, including that part of the
coast of Labrador under the jurisdiction of Newfoundland, was|
erected by the Holy See into the Diocese of Harbor Grace.d

Because of the promulgation of the Dogma of the Im-
maculate Conception a little more than a year previously, the

Diocese was dedicated to the Immaculate Conception.2
Bishop Dalton, 0. S. F.

The first Bishop of the new Diocese was the Right
Rev. John Dalton, an Irish Franciscan, who had been Pastor
of St. Patrick's Church, Carbonear, for some years. He was
consecrated by Bishop Mullock on May 12, 1856, in the Cathe-
dral of St. John's.d

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

One of the greatest achievements of the thirteen

1 pe1ix D. McCarthy, "Diocese of Harbor Grace", in
The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 7, New York, Robert Appleton
Company, 1910, p. 133.

2 Most Rev. J. M. O'Neill, Bishop of Harbor Grace,
Questionnaire on Marian Devotion in Newfoundland, 1954.

3 McCarthy, "Diocese of Harbor Grace”, op. ecit.,
p. 133.
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years of Bishop Dalton's eplscopate was the ersection of the
Cathedral which was consecrated and dedicated to the Immacu-
late Conception, on December 8, 1868.%4 "The Cathedral of
Harbor Grace is situated on the shores of Conception Bay, and
fittingly the sole titular of the Diocese of Harbor CGrace and
of the Cathedral is the Immaculate Conception."® The crest of
the Diocese of Harbor Grace is the Moon and Twelve Stars and
the Motto of the Immaculate Conception, proper to the Cathe-
dral of Conception Bay, Tota Pulchra, (Thou art all fair O

Mary! and there is no stain in thee!).®

Early Foundations of Parishes and Convents

Prior to 1856, the Parishes of Harbor Grace, Carbon-
ear, Harbor Main, Brigus and Northern Bay had been erected,
and Convents of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
had been founded.’

In a previous chapter of this work, reference was
made to the persecution which the Catholics of Harbor Main
and Carbonear were forced to undergo, in the early part of

the eighteenth century, when fines, imprisomments and

4 Bishop Howley, "Roman Catholiec Church in Newfound-
land", in A History of Newfoundland, by D. W. Prowse, London,
Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1896, p. 612.

5 Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "Marian Devotion in Newfound-
land", in Report 1954, The Canadian Catholic Historical
Association, LeClerc Printers Ltd., Hull, Quebec, p. 80.

6 wmme Life and Influence of Archbishop McNeil", in
The Monitor, March 1951, Vol. 18, No. 3, p. 4.

7 O'Neill, Questionnaire on Marian Devotion, 1954.
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house-burnings were the order of the day. Writing in the
nineteenth century, Bishop Howley said of Harbor Main: "Now
the jail exists no longer; a church, a convent and schools
supply its place, and the people are, without a single ex-
ception, Catholics. Such are the fruits of persecution.8
Carbonear has a similaer history. It has a large popu-
lation. It has one of the finest churches in the country, a
Convent High School, a St. Patrick's Academy, which numbers
among its alumni, twenty-five priests, two of whom became
distinguished Jesuits.®
It is interesting to note also, that of the eight
Convents of the Presentation of the Blesged Virgin Mary, in
the Diocese, the first three were founded in Harbor Grace,
Carbonear and Harbor Main, under the titles of the Visitation
of Our Lady, St. Joseph, and the Holy Family respectively.
The Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, Brigus, dedicated
to the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph, was established by
Pishop Dalton on September 11, 1861, and on May 24, 1869,
after the good Bishop's death, the Convent at Conception was
opened under the Patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother
of God.l0

8 Howley, Ecclesiastical History of Newfoundland,

p. 173.

% Rev. P. W. Browne, "An Educational Epopee", in The
Catholic Educational Review, April 1931, p. 195.

10 Annals of the Sistera of Our Lady of Mercy, St.
John's.
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With reference to Catholicity in this part of New-
foundland, it may be said that as the blood of the early
Christians was the seed of the Church, so also the ashes of
the burned houses and fishing-stages prepared the ground for
Catholicity, especially in Hesrbor Grace, Carbonear and Harbor

Main.
Bishop Carfagnini, 0. S. F.

The successor of Bishop Dalton was Right Rev. Henry
Carfegnini, an Italien Friasr, who was consecrated in Rome in
1870. He increased the number of Clergy from six to fourteen
and completed and embellished the Cathedral.ll The Merian
eharacter of this Shrine will be seen from the following
quotation taken from the newspapers of the day:

What the temple was to Jerusalem, (. . .) this
Cathedral was to the fishermen of Harbor Grace and
surrounding country. It is a magnificent temple which
they have erected for the worship of God for them-
selves and for their children all down the ages.

(. . .) The ceiling is richly ornamented in elaborate
stucco work. In the centre panel i1s a painting of the
Madonna, after Murillo, by one of the Presentation
Nuns of the Harbor Grace Convent, and is a beautiful
work of art. (. . .)

Around the frieze at the foot of the dome are the
following words taken from the Dogmatic Bull on the
Immaculate Conception - "Definimus B. V. Mariam a
primo instante suae conceptionis fuisse ab omni ori-
ginali labe praeservatam immunem".1l2

p. 133 11‘MGCarthy, "Diocese of Harbor Grace", op. cit.,

12 nryo Accounts of the Cathedral of Harbor Grace”,
in The Newfoundlander, June 15, 1869, gnd in The Evening
Mercury, September 10, 1889, quoted by Centenary of the
Diocese of Harbor Grace, booklet, 1956, pp. 46 - 47.
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It is said that Bishop Carfagnini, being a renowned
artist, did much of the interior ornamentation of the Cathe-
drel with his own hands, being so absorbed in the work that
the administrative affasirs were almost entirely taken care of
by his Secretary, Right Rev. D. Falconioe.

Bishop Carfagnini returned to Italy in May 1880, and

was appointed Bishop of Gallipoli.15
Bishop McDonald

The third Bishop of Harbor Grace, Right Rev. Ronsgld
McDonald ruled the Diocese for twenty-five years, during
which much progress - spiritual and material - was made. Many
parishes were founded and churches and schools built.14 In
the Parish of Bay de Verde the Church and School were dedi-
cated to the Blessed Virgin Mary under the titles of Our Lady
of the Assumption and St. Mary's respectively- At Fogo Island
the Church was consecrated in honor of Our lLady of the Snows.
A new Church at Brigus was dedicated to Our Lady Help of
Christiens. Over the high altar was a magnificent stained-
-glass window depicting Our Lady Help of Christians, St.

Pius V and the heroes of Lepanto.15 This Church was unfor-

tunately destroyed by fire in 1935.

13 Centenary of the Diocese of Harbor Grace, p. 11.

14 Howley, "Roman Catholic Church in Newfoundland",
op. c¢it., p. 6lz.

Questionnaire on Marian Devotion, 1954. AJ
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From 1889 until his resignation of the Dlocese, the
great and absorbing work of Bishop McDonald was the restor-
ation of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception which was
destroyed by fire in 1889. The new Gothic Shrine was dedi-
cated to Mary Immaculate on November 8, 1899.16

Bishop McDonald belonged to the foremost standard-
-bearers of the devotion to Our Blessed Lady due to his
fruitful endeavours to cultivate it especially in the tender
hearts of the little cones in his fold. On the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, 1896, the Sodality of the Children of
Mary was first established in the Diocese by this great
Bishop. On that day over ninety glrls were received into the
Sodality. 17

Bishop March

The thirty-three years of the episcopate of Bishop
John March, first native of Newfoundland to be consecrated
Bishop of Harbor Grace, were marked by the building of chur-
ches, convents and schools in order to bring the consolations
and benefits of Religion to every part of his extensive Dio-

cese.

16 Centenary of the Diocese of Harbor Grace, p, 13.

17

Ivid., p. 52.
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Church of the Immaculate Conception in Grand Falls

Of the many parishes founded by Bishop March, that of
Grand Falls, raised to the status of a parish in 1912, calls
for speciasl mention. Its beautiful church, dedicated to the
Immaculate Conception, has fifteen magnificent stained-glass

windows, representing the mysteries of the Holy Rosary.18

Convent of the Immaculate Conception

On August 19, 1933, centenary year of the coming of
the first Sisters of the Presentation of Mary to Newfound-
land, the Convent a2t Grand Falls was blessed and dedicated to
the Immaculate Conception by Bishop March. From an account of
the opening of this Institution, the following is taken:

The corner stone of this building is of white
marble, emblematic of the virtues which the Sisters
will instil intc the minds of the children under
their care, and bears the legend, "Salve Sancta
Parents", above which are two shamrocks, as & deli-
cate tribute to the Sisters, who, a century ago,
came from the Land of the Shamrock, to dedicate
thelr lives and work to the Christian education of
the youth of Newfoundland. Under this imscription
are two lilies with the dates 1833 and 1933 on
either side. The Convent is dedicated to the Im-
maculate Conception of Our Lady, the Spotless Virgin

Queen.19

The Sisters' Academy is also under the special pro-
tection of the Mother of God, having the title Notre Dame,

appropriately named, not only because of the title

18 Ques tionnaire on Marian Devotion, 1954.

19 "Opening of the Immaculate Conception Convent at
Grand Falls", in The Newfoundland Quarterly, Vol. 33, No. 2,
October 1933, p. 19.
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"Immaculate" given to the Church and Convent, but also be-
cause the great Bay of Our Lady, in whose vicinity Grand

Falls is situated, was named Notre Dame by our early French

explorers.20

Indian Missions of Newfoundland Labrador

Before Confederation, the Indian Missions of New-
foundland Labrador, were under the jurisdiction of the Dio-
cese of Harbor CGrace. Yearly visitations of these far-flung
Missions were made during the summer months by the Bishop of
the Diocese or by a priest delegated by him.

That the Indians have great confidence in the Blesgsed
Virgin is evident from the following account given by Father
O'Brien of Northern Bay:

I had the happiness of looking after those chil-
dren of the Wilds for twenty summers. Originally the
Oblate Fathers took care of those congregating, during
the off-hunting season at North-West River. For some
time chance meetings with Missionaries were the only
order for a faithful tribe. It is true to say that
during this trying time of many long years, Mary's
Rosary faithfully recited, and Mary's scapulars and
medals faithfully worn, kept alive the Faith, so
wonderfully adhered to by those once worshippers of
the elements only.

In 1927, I was privileged to bring the Faith of
the Montagnals to the pagan Nascopl of the farther
North. It was not long before the Nascopl, children
of the barren ground, were on equal footing with the
Montagnais, in their devotion tc Mary. They took to
her Rosary like a duck takes to water.

0 Ronald J. Doucet, "Our Lady in Newfoundland", in
The Monitor, January 1948, Vol. 15, No. 1, p. 10. According
to Centenary of the Diocese of Harbor Grace, p. 102, Our Lady
was honored also under the same name by the Grand Falls
Branch of the Knights of Columbus which was instituted in
(1919, and named Notre Dame Council.
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I cannot more fittingly end this brief account,
than by using the Indians' own soft spoken dialect of
praise: Tshima miluatshimaeganit Mali e teshalashku
eut kie uetuassimituat Tshe Manito. "Blessed Dbe the
great Mother of God, Mary Nost Holy".2l

Father O'Brien thus "extended the Faith of Immaculate
Conception's Cathedral farthest north in the Diocese of Har-

bor Grace".22

Bishop O'Neill

The inspiring Marian achievements of the present Bishop
of Harbor Grace, Most Rev. J. M. O'Neill, D. D., show his
great zeal in making Mary Immaculate more loved and honored
throughout his Diocese.

His efforts find their immediate emanation in numer-
ous Marian writings. Chief among Bishop O'Neill's Marian
publications are his Pastoral on the Assumption of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary on the occasion of the Definition of the
Dogma, November 1950, a Pastoral on the Rosary, October 1953,

and the Pastoral on the Marian Year, February 1954.

Establishment of the Redemptorist Congregatiom

An important centre of Marian Devotion in the Diocese
of Harbor Grace, is the Monastery of the Redemptorist Fathers
established at Whitbourne in 1950. The Fathers conduct Mis-

sions, Retreats and Novena Services throughout the Diocese,

21 Rev. Edward J. O'Brien, P.P., Northern Bay, Paper
on Marian Devotion, October 1953.

Centenary of the Diocese of Harbor Grace, p. 93.
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and thereby propagate & sincere devotion to Our Blessed
Mother, under the title of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, the
speclal Patroness of the Redemptorist Congregation. At Whit-
bourne there is & Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and
weekly devotions are held in her honor. The same devotions
are given every week in the smaller Missions. The Mission at

Chapel Arm is dedicated to Our Lady of Perpetual Help.23

Convents of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Four Convents of the Presentation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mery have been sstablished: Windsor, St. Joseph's, Sep-
tember 5, 1943; Bishop's Falls, Mary Queen of Peace, Septem-
ber 2, 1945; Badger, Our Lady of Perpetusl Help, September 2,
1953; Buchans, St. Magaret's, August 26, 1953.24

Co-Cathedral of the Harbor Grace Diocese

By & Decree of the Sacred Consistorial Congregation,
dated May 25, 1953, the Church of the Immasculate Conception
at Grand Falls was elevated to the dignity of Co-Cathedral of
the Diocese of Harbor Grace. On December 8, 1953, day of the
inauguration throughout the world, of the Marian Year, the
Bishop of Harbor Grace celebrated Pontifical High Mass in the
Church of the Immaculate Conception at Grand Falls, to mark
the formal raising of this Church tc the status of

23 Rev. Gerald Murphy, €. S. S. R., Rector, Account
of Marian Devotion, 1954.

24 Annals of the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother House, St. John's.
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Co-Cathedral of the Diocese of Harbor Grace. The Archbishop
of St. John's read the Papal Decree and the Bishop of St.

George's delivered the sermon for the occasion.29

Marian Societies

In nearly every parish of the Diocese, Marian Socie-
ties are flourishing, particularly the Confraternity of the
Holy Rosary; the Sodality of the Children of Mary; the Altar
Society; the Star of the Sea Society and the Legion of Mary.
Many Churches, Mission Chapels, Convents and Schools are
especially dedicated to the Blessed Virgin and the Family

Rosary is recited in almost every home.26

Marian Devotion in the Parish of Buchans

In a work of this nature, it would be impossible to
write of the many devotional practices in honor of the Bles-
sed Virgin, carried out in all the parishes, but the follow-
ing edifying account of Marian devotion in the Parish of Very
Rev. L. J. Fitzgerald, P. P., Buchans, is especially worthy
of note: This good priest, having obtained a statue of the
Pilgrim Virgin for his parishioners, placed a list of the
families in the Church. Each family retains the statue for a
week, gives 1t a place of honor with a light burning before
it, and around this shrine the Family Rosary is recited. On

25 "Grand Falls Church Raised to Status of Co-Cathe-
dral”, in The Monitor, Vol. 20, No. 12, December 1953, p. 14.

zﬁ‘Questionnaires on Marian Devotion, 1954,
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Sunday the statue is passed on to the next family, and thus
the "Pilgrim Virgin" mskes a round of the parish, until every
family has had the privilege of saying the Rosary before it,
when the "Pilgrimage" starts all over again. This Rosary, be-
fore the portable shrine, 1s said at a stated time, and to it
the family invites some friends, particularly of the "float-
ing population", from the men's quarters of the mining
town.27
Another favorite devotion in this parish, as it is in
many other parishes in Newfoundland, is to Our Lady of Mount
Carmel. To quote Father Pitzgerald again:
All the people are enrolled in the Brown Scapular
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, and are very faithful in
wearing the Scapular or Scapular Medals, as well as
being faithful to the Rosary, hence, cures, and pre-
vention of accidents are constantly being attributed
to Our Lady. In ten years there have been only two
fetal accidents.
On devotion to the Blessed Virgin in the Diocese of
Harbor Grace, Father O'Brien wrote what may very fittingly
bring this chapter to a close:
It i1s significant that Conception Bay in its in-
land Capital of Harbor Grace, has the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception dominating the scene. Along
the north shore of the great Bay, the Eucharistic
Presence of the Virgin's Son, holds the centre of the
picture of Falith, as from the Tabernacle of Corpus

Christi in Northern Bay, He looks out over the great
expanse of clear blue water, recalling, no doubt the

27 Rev. L. J. Fitzgerald, P. P., Buchans, Marian De-
votion in the Parish of Buchans.

28 Ipid.
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Sea of Galilee and the Lake of Genesareth, on whose
wathers He tested the Falth of those He bade to follow
Him, "and be fishers of men", making Simon the "Rock",
against which tempestuous seas would forever break,
but would make no dent, because '"the seas and the
winds obey Him".

On the opposite shore, the beacon light of St.
Francis, throws a kiss to the sanctuary light of Nor-
thern Bay, Bay de Verde and Harbor Grace, inviting
safe passage for storm-tossed mariners from Him Who
celled to fearful boatmen, "It is I, benot afraid”.

Where Conception Bay tralls into Trinity Bay,

Bay de Verde has her Church of the Assumption; and

so a continuation of Conception, Incarnation, Trinity
and Assumption testifies to the Faith of our pro-
genitors, who followed the sea for a living, and dedi-
cated their fishing waters, their Churches, their
Schools and their homes to Mysteries which speak
fully for thelr Catholicity, their belief and their
trust in the Fatherhood of God, the Brotherhood of
Christ and the Motherhood of Mary.

Paper on Marian Devotion, 1954.

29 Very Rev. E. J. O'Brien, P. P., Northern Bay,
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CHAETER V

CATHOLICITY ESTABLISHED IN WEST NEWFOUNDLAND

Our Lady of the Assumption

The Acadians and the French Canadians

The first contacts of the West Coast of Newfoundland
with the Catholic Faith, were made by the Acadians and the
French Canadians, as is related by the late Reverend Michael

Brosnan, in the Pioneer History of St. George's Diocese:

If the honor of establishing Catholicity in the
Eastern part of the Island, must be conceded to the
Sons of Ireland, the honor of implanting it in the
West must be given to the Sons of French-Canada. And
indeed as the story unfolds itself, one cannot but
notice the formidable difficulties which the poor
Acadiang had to face and which they survived, which
were never presented as obstacles to the settlers on
the Fast. For one thing the Irish settlers were to
some extent at least, followed by priests of their
own race who provided the ministrations of religion
for them and kept them together. In addition to this
they lived among people, that is the earlier English
settlers, with whom, 1n spite of the fact that they
differed in race, they had yet many things in commen
if not in religion then in language and institutions.
With the French settlers we find none of these aids.
‘Their lot was cast amongst a people whose language
and ways were totally foreign to them. Their coming
was haphazard and, above all, they weri for nearly
fifty years without a resident priest.

Because of the unfriendly relationship existing be-
tween the French and the English Governments, regarding the
French Shore Question towards the close of the eighteenth

century, the poor Catholics of the West Coast were deprived,

1 Very Rev. Michael Brosnan, "Religious Condition of
West Newfoundland Before the Time of a Resident Priest", in
Pioneer History of St. George's Diocese, Mission Press,
Toronto, 1948, p. 3.
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not only of the salutary influences of religion and educa-
tion, but even of a just clvil administration. Indeed it may
with truth be said, that morally, materially, socially and
politically, they were an entirely neglected people; yet they
clung tenaciously to the Faith.2
The test put to the Faith of the Acadians and the
French-Canadians resident in Newfoundland, was no less
severe than that which their fathers had to withstand
years before in Nova Scotia, with this difference, that
here the unfortunate people were without their natural
and trusty leaders, Catholic Priests.®
The only opportunity Catholics had of practising
their Religion, were provided by the occasional visits of
Chaplains from some of the French Navy or fishing vessels, or
whenever & priest from the Canadian CGovernment boats visiting
the Lighthouses came. On such occasions many children were
baptized. But this privilege could only be enjoyed by those
who lived near the points of anchorage of such boata. Other
less favored Catholics were obliged to go great distances %o
receive the Sacraments or to have their children baptized;
and this they did even at the risk of their lives.? The
following are examples:
Monsignor Sears tells the story of a man who re-
lated that his parents took him to Quebec, a distance
of 600 miles, to have him christened. Another told him
that in his case he was taken to Arichat for the same

purpose. These cases are only two of many; in fact such
heroic deeds were the rule not the exception. In the

2 Ipid., p. 4.
% 1bid., p. 4.
Ibid., p. 5.
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light of these facts we can only entertain feelings

of highest admiration for these poor people, who

amidst such terrible temptations to the contrary,

kept the spark of faith burning, even though some-

times dimly. Peace to their ashes.®

How these poor benighted people "kept the spark of

faith burning", may be summed up in the words: "Qui dit
Acadien dit Catholigue et serviteur de Marie."® They were
descendants of those Catholics who came from France in the
seventeenth century, the century in which Louis XIII dedica-
ted France and its Colonies to the Blessed Virgin and chose
the fifteenth of August, Feast of the Assumption, as the
national Feast.’ Hence Our Lady of the Assumption is the
Patroness of the Acadians and the French-Canadians, and their
devotion to her may be thought of as being both religious anq
national. The praise-worthy gesture of Louils XIII in making
his kingdom the "kingdom of Mary" had important consequences,
not only in France, but in all the French Colonies which
after that time were founded in the New World. Like the Irish
who brought with the Faith to Newfoundland, a filial love and
veneration for Our Blessed Mother, so also the French brought

with them to Canada and to all thelr Colonies a Christianity

permeated with Marian devotion. One of the characteristics of

5
Ibid., p. 5.

6'Soeur Rose-Marie, Marie Dangs L'Education Nationale
en Acadie, Fides, Montreal, 1944, p. 23.

7 Very Rev. Frederick Lynch, S. J., "Marian History
in the Archdiocese of Halifax", in Report 1954 The Canadisan
Catholic Historical Association, LeClerc Printers Ltd., Hull,
Quebec, p. 67. J
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this devotion was a great love for Mary's Rosary, for it is

said that "le chapelet ne quitte jamais le vetement de

1'Acadien”.®

The Rock Virgin. - On the shores of St. George's Bay.
there is & huge rock, from which, by the action of the sea, a
natural grotto was formed, the rock formation itself resem-
bling a statue of Cur Lady. Here in the days when there was
no church nor organized Religion, the French and the Acadians
would gather to say the Rosary and sing their national Hymn,
"Ave Maris Stella". Here, too they would come to ask Our
Lady's blessing before setting out on their fishing voyages
and again on their return to thank their bright "Star of
Ocean" for her protection. It was the lovely custom also to
salute the "Rock Virgin" from their boats. From the "Rock
Virgin" the little settlement of Lourdes gets its name. Both
Parish and Parish Church are dedicated to Our Lady of
Lourdes .

First Visit of a Priest. - The first time a Newfound-
land Priest visited the West Coast was in 1820, when Reverend
William Hearne travelled across the country, & distance of
two hundred miles of trackless forest, accompanied by a

single Indian. He visited Sandy Point and Robinson's Head .10

8 Soeur Hose-Mary, op. cit., p. S50.

° Rev. Roderick White, Corner Brook, Account of

Marian Devotion, 1954.

10 Very Rev. M. Brosnan, "Religious Condition of West
Newfoundland", op. cit., p. 6.
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Father Hearne was Parish Priest of Placentia Bay,
which charge included Fortune Bay with the whole West, and at
that time the Island of Anticosti also. The missionary jour-
ney of this heroic priest thus antedated by two years, the
journey of William Epps Cormack, who is supposed to have been
the first white men to walk across Newfoundland, from Sea to
Sea.ll Father Hearne stated that there was a goodly number of
Catholics in the areas which he visited.l2

With advencing years the Catholic population grew
when the French settlers intermarried with their English
neighbors or with compatriots from France or Canada, and also
by the advent of Scottish and Irish settlers from Cape
Breton.1d

First Visit of a Bishop. - On the Feast of the Sacred
Heart of Mary, August 27, 1848, Bishop Mullock of St. John's,
arrived at Sandy Point, the principal settlement of Bay St.
George. Here he marked out a site for a church and promised
the people that he would send them a resident priest. With
his assistant priest, the Bishop made a visitation of the
Coast as far as Ferrole, attending to the spiritual needs of
a "people who but awaited the arrival of a priest to make

their peace with God, have their marriages blessed, their

11

12'Most Rev. Michael O'Reilly, Bishop of St. George's

Pastoral Letter, Given at Corner Brook, January 8, 1947.

Ibid., p. 7.

13 1pig.
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children baptized, and experience the holy joy of assisting
once again at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.l4 It was two
years before the Bishop was able to fulfil his promise to the
Catholic population of the West, numbering at this time,
about 2,000.15

First Resident Priest. - On September 7, 1850, Rever-
end Alexis Belanger of the Diocese of Charlottetown, P. E. I.,
arrived at Sandy Point. Of his missionary activities in St.
George's Bay, Codroy, and Bay of Islands, the present Bishop
of St. George's hag said: "Had we not authentic proof for
them, we should class them amongst elither the mythical or the
impossible".16

Worn out by the labors of his arduous mission, Father
Belanger died at Sandy Point on September 7, 1868, just

eighteen years after his arrival at that place.l'7
First Prefect Apostolic

From his friend Bishop McKinnon of Arichat, Bishop
Mullock procured a priest to replace Father Belanger. The
future Apostle of the West was Father Thomas Sears, whose

"love for God and for God's destitute children in West

14 1454,

15
Very Rev. M. Brosnan. "Religious Condition of West
Newfoundland", op. cit., p. 7.

16 Jost Rev. M. O'Reilly, Pastoral Letter, Jan. 1947.

17 Very Rev. M. Brosnan, "Religious Condition of West
Newfoundland", op. cit., p. 11.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

CATHOLICITY ESTABLISHED IN WEST NEWFOUNDLAND 66

Newfoundland outbalanced all apparent impossibilities and
discomforts .18

In 1870 West Newfoundland was constituted a Prefec~-
ture, and was teken out of the Diocese of St. John's. in 1871
Father Sears became the first Prefect Apostolic. The new Pre-
fecture consisted of the whole of the Western seaboard and a
part of the South Coast; in all about five hundred miles .19

In his Report to the Society of the Propagation of
the Faith in 1873, the Prefect gave a vivid account of the
Prefecture, which he begged would be viewed with interest as
it related "to the spiritual and even the temporal well-being
(. . .) of natives in many instances of La Belle France and
the descendants of the same race - the faithful children of
L'Acadie™ .20 He praised particularly their devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, and their respect for all
things sacred. 2l

Of his Church buildings he gives a full account, be-
ginning with his "principal Church", at Sandy Point, which is
dedicated to the Immaculate Congeption.zg This is the Church
whose site was selected by Bishop Mullock on the Feast of the

Sacred Heart of Mary in 1848, as mentioned above. His

18 1pi4., p. 23.

Ibid., p. 32.

19
20 1p14., p. 33.

2l 1pid., p. 41.

22 Ipid., p. 42.
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Churches and chapels must have been many, for, says the

author of the Pioneer History of St. George's Diocese, "scar-

cely a year opened, but found him beginning to prepare for
the construction of some new church building in one place or
another".2% The titles of some of these churches are: Church
of the Holy Femily, Bay of Islands; Church of Our Lady of
Mercy, Benoit's Cove; and the principal church, that of the
Immaculate Conception at Sandy Point, the first church erec-
ted on the Coast.24

Notwithstanding the many arduous tasks connected with
his extensive Mission, Monsignor Sears' "religious exercises
were never omitted; his Mass, his meditation, his Office, his
daily Rosary, had thelr time day after day".25

This great and holy priest, who had laid so well the
foundation of the Church in West Newfoundland, passed to his

eternal reward in November 1885.26
The Vicariate

Under Right Hev. Michael Francis Howley, who succee-
ded Monsignor Sears, the FPrefecture was raised to a Vicariate,

and Dr. Howley became Vicar Apostolic and Titular Bishop of

23 Ipid., p. 88.

24 I1pid., p. 92.

25 Ipid., p. 88.

26 1pid., p. 136.
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Amastris in 1892.27

FPirst Marian Congregation

The new Bishop established the first Marian Congrega-
tion, that of Our Lady of Mercy, in West Newfoundland in 1893.
This foundation has an interesting history: It was provided
by Mrs. Brownell, a wealthy American lady who had been intro-
duced to the Catholic Faith by the finding of a medal of the
Blessed Virgin, when travelling on a boat on which two Sis-
ters of Mercy were also passengers. Being anxious to make
some return for what she deemed a great gift from God, she
decided to found a House of the Daughters of Mother McAuley
in a missionary country. To the Sisters of Mercy in the Dio-
cese of Providence, R. I., whom she had met through the "mir-
aculous medal"”, she made known her wishes. One of the Reli-
gious of that Community who had been in St. John's and had
become acquainted with Bishop Howley, wrote to him of the
offer. The Bishop hastened to the United States, obtained the
munificent gift from Mrs. Brownell, and having procured can-
onical dispensation, conducted the Sisters who had volun-
teered for the Mission, to Sandy Point, then the chief
settlement in St. George's.28

21 Most Rev- Michael O'Reilly, Pastoral Letter,
January 8, 1947.

28 Annals of the Sisters of Mercy, St. John's.
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The Bishopric Under Bishop McNeil

In 1904, Golden Jubilee Year of the Definition of the
Dogma of the Immaculate Conception, the Vicariate of St.
George's was erected into a Bishopric, with Bishop McNeil as
first Bishop, his predecessor having been transferred to St.
John's.29 The Church of the Immaculate Conception at Sandy
Point was the Pro-Cathedral of the new Bishopric.50

With the coming of the Rallway, St. George's became
an important centre, and there the Bishop built the Cathedral,
schools and Convent to which the Sisters of Mercy were re-

moved from Sandy Point.51
Bishop Power

When Bishop McNeill was transferred to Vancouver in
1910, Bishop Michael Mary Fintan Power was chosen to succeed
him. As in the case of his predecesors, the Church in the
West made marked progress in every direction, during his
episcopate.52

Of the four parishes erected by Bishop Power that of

Lourdes as well as its Parish Church he dedicated to Our

29 M. Brosnan, op. cit., p. 112.

%0 1pi4., p. 115.
31 Annals of the Sisters of Mercy, St. John's.

52'Most Rev. Michael O'Reilly, Pastoral Letter,
January 8, 1947.
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Lady of Lourdes.%®

On the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy, 1917, Bishop Fower
established the Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, St. Mary's on
the Humber, at Curling, Bay of Islands.®4

Bishop Renouf

On December 8, 1920, Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Right Rev. Henry T. Renouf was consecrated Bishop of
St. George's, Bishop Power having died the previous Marech.®°
During his episcopate Marian Devotlion continued to make pro-
gress.

Establishment of the Redemptorist Congregation. = For
the extensive Parish of Corner Brook and its outlying Mis-
sions, Bishop Renouf established the first foundatiop of the
Redemptorist Congregation in Newfoundland.®® For twenty-three
years, these devoted Priests labored untiringly on the West
Coast and spread far and wide a great love and devotion to
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Though the Redemptorists no lon-
ger have & Monastery on the West, the Devotions to Our Lady

of Perpetual Help are conducted in many churches each

83 Rev. Roderick White, Corner Brook, Account of
Marian Devotion, 1954.

34Annals of the Sisters of Mercy, St. John's.

35 Most Rev. M., O'Reilly, Pastoral Letter, January 8,

1947.

56 Rev. P. J. Kennedy, Report 1954 The Canadian
Catholic Historical Association, p. 32.
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Wednesday afternoon and evening and are well attended.%”

New Convents. - Two Convents of the Fresentation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary were established by Bishop Renouf;
Stephenville, The Little Flower, November 21, 1925; Corner
Brook, The Sacred Heart, October 2, 1927 .98

Marian Parishes. - On the PFeast of the Assumption,
August 15, 1925, Bishop Renouf dedicated the Church at Port
au Port, to Our Lady of Mercy. In 1937, on the same beautiful
Feast, he erected the Parish of Stephenville Crossing and
dedicated its Church to Our Lady of the Assumption.o9

Bishop O'Reilly

On the death of Bishop Renouf in 1941, the present
Bishop of St. George's, Most Rev. Michael O'Reilly, D. D.,
was selected by Rome to rule the Diocese.%0 His Excellency is
a native of Ireland which has given so many illustrious
Missionaries to the Church in Newfoundland.

That this Marian-minded Bishop has contributed, and
is contributing largely to the Catholic life of the West
Coast cannot be doubted. The following are some of his Marian

achievements:

57 Rev..Roderick White, Account of Marian Devotion in
Corner Brook, 1954.

58 Annels of the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. St. John's.

39 Questionnaires on Marian Devotion, 1954.

40 Cathollic Directory, 1952.
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Erection of Parishes. - Of the many parishes and Mis-
sions founded by His Excellency, the principal are Deer Lake,
dedicated to the Immaculate Conception,4l and Maria Regilna
Parish, Berry Head, Port au Port, established in 1954.

Marian Congregations. - Four Convents of the Presen-
tation of the Blessed Virgin Mary have been established by
His Excellency:

St. Prancis Xavier's, Corner Brook, January 9, 1947.

All Halows, Humbermouth, November 1, 1949.

Immaculate Conception, Deer Lake, November 9, 1953.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Port au Port, September 9, 1952,42

On the Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, November 21, 1950, a Convent of Our Lady of Mercy,
dedicated to the Assumption of Our Lady, was opened at
Stephenville Crossing. This title was selected because it was
the same year and month in which the Dogma of the Assumption
of Our Lady was defined as an article of Faith, and the
parish and parish Church were also dedicated to Our Lady of
the Assumption.4%d

Translation of See. - On January 8, 1947, the Trans-
lation of the See of St. George's to Corner Brook was sol-

emnly enacted in the Church of the Most Holy Redeemer at

4l 1pi4.

42 pnnals of the Sisters of the Presentation, St.
John's.

43 Annals of the Sisters of Mercy, St. John's.
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Corner Brook. Following the reading of the Papal Decree,
authorizing the transfer, Solemn Pontifical High Mass was
offered by His Excellency the Bishop of Harbor Grace. The Co-
-adjutor Archbishop of St. John's represented the Metropoli-
tan. In commemoration of the historic event, His Excellency,
the Bishop of St. George's issued a Pastoral Letter .44

The Cathedrall.. - The beautiful Cathedral which has
been erected by His Excellency., will be consecrated in honor
of the Most Holy Redeemer and the Immaculate Conception.4S

Monastery of the Christian Brothers. - In September
of the Marian Year, 1954, His Excellency established at
Corner Brook, a Monastery of the Christian Brothers, the first
foundation outside St. John's.46

Regina Regional High School. - This most modern
school, the first Regional High School for boys in Newfound-
land, was blessed and formally opened by His Excellency in
September of the Marian Year. The school is dedicated to Our
Blessed Mother, and is staffed by the Christian Brothers.47

Marian Publications. - His Excellency has issued four

Marian Pastorals as follows: Kovember 1950 on the occasion of

44 wpranslation See St. George's to Corner Brook", in
The Monitor, Vol. 14, No. 1, issue of January, 1947, p. 1.

45 Rev. J. Molloy, Lourdes, Account of Marian Devo-
tion in the Diocese of St. George's, August 1956.

46 Rov. Brother P. J. Keane, Paper on the Christian
Brothers of Ireland in Newfoundland, 1954.

%7 Rev. J. Molloy, Account of Marian Devotion in the

St. Geopge's.,
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the Definlition of the Dogma of the Assumption: Holy Year,
1951; Two Pastorals on the Rosary: September 24, 1952 and
Feast of the Most Holy Rosary, 1953.48

From His Excellency's Pastoral of the Holy Year, 1951,
the following excerpt 1s taken; it will show that devotion to
Mary is a living vital part of the people on the West Coast
of Newfoundland:

It inspires us with unwavering hope to know that
devotion to the Rosary has ever marked the faithful of
the Diocese of St. George's. With &ll the earnestness
and persuasiveness at our command, we ask you dearly
beloved in Christ, to make sure that during this Holy
Year and for all time to come, the Rosary shall be
fervently recited, day after'dag, by each and every
family of our beloved Diocese.4

Marian Associations. - The Confreternity of the Holy

Rosary, the Legion of Mary, the Sodality of the Children of
Mary have heen established in many parishes, especially in
the larger centres.S50

Marian Devotions. - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devo-

tions initiated by the Redemptorist Fathers still flourish in
the larger parishes. On June 1, 1956, the Devotions to OQur
Sorrowful Mother were esteblished in the Parish of Lourdes.%l

To the Rosary Crusade, the Marian Year and general

Marien Devotions, reference will be made in another chapter.

48 The Monitor, Vol. 20, No. 8, p. 7.
49

Most Rev. O'Reilly, Holy Year Pastoral, Feb. 4,'5L

S0 Rev. R. White, Paper on Marian Devotion, 1954.

51 Rev. J. Molloy, Account of Marian Devotion in the

Diocese of St. George's.
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CHAPTER VI

DIOCESE OF ST. JOHN'S UNDER FIRST NON-FRANCISCAN BISHOP
Our Lady Star of the Sea

In an earlier part of this work, it has been seen
that Bishop Fleming became first Bishop of Newfoundland when
the country was erected into a Dlocese, and that during the
episcopate of his successor, Bishop Mullock, the country was
divided into two Dioceses, St. John's and Harbor Grace,
Bishop Mullock thereby becoming first Bishop of St. John's.
Later when the Western portion of the Island became a Frefec-
ture, it wa; separated from St. John's. This was during the
episcopate of Bishop Mullock's Successor, Right Rev. Thomas
Joseph Power, of Wexford, Ireland, who was consecrated in

Rome in 1870 Bishop of St. John's.l
Marian Societiss

Star of the Sea Soclety. - In 1871, eight month after
his arrivael in the country, Bishop Power became the Patron of
a great Marian Society, destined to become the largest in St.
John's, the Star of the Sea Soclety, which was, in its incep-
tion a Fishermen's Soclety, including Ships' Captains of the

city, and drew from the very outset, a large membership.

"From the beginning it was under the spiritual patronage of

1l Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "The Church in Newfoundland",
in Report 1952 The Cannadian Catholic Historleal Association,
LeClerc Printers, Limited, Hull,Que., pp. 42 - 43.
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Mary the Mother of God, otherwise in Church Liturgy, Marils
IStella, Star of the Sea."2

From the address of Archbishop Roche, on the occasion
of the seventy-fifth Anniversary of the foundation of the
Society, the following quotation is taken:

Your venerable Society has its roots deep in our
Newfoundland soil. Its name - Newfoundland Fishermen's
Star of the Sea - speaks of its early close association
with the staple and country-wide industry of Newfound-
land. Its religious origin is emphasized by the beauti-
ful title by which it is most generally and familiarly
known throughout the country, the Star of the Sea. This
title reminds us that it was instituted under the auspi-
ces of the Church and dedicated to Our Lady, Star of the
Sea. Indeed from the very beginning, it has been bound
to the Church by close and sacred ties. You are all
aware that your hall is built on one of the most hallow-
ed spots in Newfoundland, the site of the Old Falace
and the 0ld Chapel, which for so long, was the centre
and fountain head of the Church, not only in St. John's,
but throughout Newfoundland.d

Sodality of the Children of Mary. - For the first
time 1n Newfoundland, the Sodality of the Children of Mary
was established by Bishop Fower, at the Presentation Convent,
Cathedral Square, 1875, and at the Presentation Convent, St.
Patrick's, 1876. Both Sodalities were affiliated with the

Prima Primaris in Rome, soon after their erection.?

2 William F. Greham, "The Star of the Sea Society”,
in The Book of Newfoundland, Vol. 2, Newfoundland Book Pub-
lishers, Ltd. St. John's, p. 196.

® Most Rev. E. P. Roche, "Star of the Sea Observes
the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of Foundation", in The Monitor,
Vol. 13, No. 2, February 1946, p. 7.

4 Annals of the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother House, St. John's.
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Society of the Immaculate Conception, Burin. - This
Bociety for men, was establlished on the Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception, December 8, 1874. Its purpose was twofold:
the spiritual advantages of individual members, and works of
charity. The members are banded together under the protection
of Mary, Mother of God, and are expected to lead edifying

lives.®
Marian Parishes

Five parishes were erected by Bishop Power: St. Jo-
seph's, Salmonier, 1872; Renews, dedicated to the Holy Apos-
tles, 1874; Bell Island, St. Michael, 1875; Witless Bay, St.
Patrick, 1877; "and elegant churches were erected in differ-
bnt outports".€

One of these "elegant churches”, the Church at Mount
barmel, Salmonier, was dedicated to Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
by Bishop Power in 1886. A striking adormment of this Church
ﬁs the artistic lettering in gold leaf, of one of the anti-
phons from the Office for the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Car-

mel: Caput tuum et Carmelus et comae capitis tul sicut pur-

ura regis vincta canalibus. Gloria Libani data est ei decor

Carmelil et Saron. Beata Dei Genitrix Maria Virgo perpetua temr

blum Dominil sacrarium Spiritus Sancti succurit miseris juvat

5 Constitutions and Bye-Laws of the Immaculete Concep-
ion Assocliation of Burin, 1874, p. 3.

6 Vegy Rev. M.

F. Howley, "Roman Catholic Church in
2 P. 608

o
“
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pusillanimes. Refovet flebiles orat pro populo, intervenit pro

clero, intercedit pro devoto femineo sexu sentiunt omnes suum
7

juvavamen quicumgue celebrant suam solemnem commemorationem.

Until the year 1909, the tower of this Church was
surmounted by a statue of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, a gift
from Pope Leo XIITI to the then Pastor of the Parish, Right
Rev. Monsignor St. John, on the occaslon of his visit to Rome.
The statue is of white pine and is hand-carved. It is six
feet in height and when standing on the tower of the Church
was ninety-five feet from the ground. It was thus visible for
twelve miles out at sea and was a welcomed sight to many a
storm-tossed vessel entering St. Mary's Bay.

During a severe storm on January 1, 1909, the statue
was blown down, and though falling on icy ground, received no
damage, while the tower which also fell was broken in several
pieces. After this happening, the people began to look upon
the statue as "miraculous™, and as a consequence their devo-
tion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel increased. This statue, the
most precious possession of the Church at Mount Carmel, now
stands near the entrance, where the faithful daily kneel to
offer their homage to their beloved Mother.®

It was at the Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel that
the prescribed devotions of the Marian Year were performed by

the people of Salmonier.

7 .
The Breviary, Office of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

8

Letter of Mrs. B. Fowler, Mount Carmel, June 9,195
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Marian Congregations

Two Convents of the Presentation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary were opened by Bishop Power; Trepassey, dedicated to
the Most Pure Heart of Mary, August 5, 1882; Harbor Breton,
1872. During the eplscopate af Bishop McNeil, of St. George's,
this foundation was removed to St. Jacque's, on August 12,
1894, but owing to & greater demand for Sisters in the more
populous centres, this Convent was closed in 1943.9

The Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, St. Lawrence, dedi-
cated to the Sacred Heart, was opened on September 21, 1870.
The Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, Littledale, under the pa-
tronage of Our Lady of Mercy and St. Brigid, was opened as a
Boarding School for young ladies on August 20, 1894.10

Congregation of the Christian Brothers of Ireland

In his account of the "BHoman Catholic Church in New-
foundland" for Prowe's History, Bishop Howley wrote of the
coming of the Christian Brothers: "The great glory of his
(Bishop Power's) episcopate is the introduction of the Chris-
tian Brothers as teachers of the Benevolent Irish Society's

Schools".11

° Annals of the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

10 Annals of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy.

1l Very Rev. M. F. Howley, "Roman Catholic Church in
Newfoundland”, op. cit., p. 603.
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These schools, founded and maintained by the Benevo-
lent Irish Society, were, with the exception of the four
years during which the Irish Franciscan Brothers were in
charge, taught by secular teachers. With the coming of the
Christian Brothers, in January 1876, the enrolment of the
schools increased from sixty-six to three hundred. To cope
with this the Benevolent Irish Society financed the erection
of St. Patrick's Hall which was solemnly blessed by Bishop
Power on the Feast of COur lLady's Assumption, August 15, 1880.
On August 21 of the same year, the Brothers' permanent resi-
dence, the Mother House of the Brothers in North America, was
ready for occupation. It was dedicated to St. Francis de
Sales and was known as Mount St. Francis.

The coming of the Christian Brothers initiated a new
era in the history of Catholic Education in Newfoundland and
infused new life into the Catholic community.l2

St. Bonaventure's College. - In 1856, the year fol-
lowing the Consecration of the Cathedral, St. Bonaventure's
was founded by Bishop Mullock, as a Catholic College and pre-
paratory Seminary, under the directliom of priests and lay
teachers. The first President was Rev. Henry Carfagnini,
af terwards Bishop of Harbor Grace.

In 1889, the Brothers were requested to take charge

of St. Bonaventure's. That the College has fulfilled and

12 Christian Brothers of Ireland, edited by J. B,

Ashley, Seventy-fifth Anniversary, St. John's, Newfoundland,
p., 13.
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continues to fulfil the hopesa and aspirations of its Founder,
mey by seen in the following excerpt:

The record for scholarship, admirable as it is,

which the College pupils have maintained through the
years is overshadowed by the more inspiring record of
those who have consecrated thelir lives to God. To date
the College counts among its ex-pupils, one hundred-
fifty priests, four Archbishops and four Bishops.
Besides those already referred to, other ex-pupils
elevated to the episcopacy include Archbishop Roche,
Bishop Renouf, Bishop Power, Archbishop Flynn, the pre-
sent Archbishop of St. John's, Most Rev. P. J. Skinner,
C. J. M., and Bishop 0'Neill of Harbor Grace. 5]

Nor are Vocations to the Religious l1life lacking, for
the American Province of the Christian Brothers of Ireland,
has seventy-seven Brothers of Newfoundland birth, who number
about one-sixth of the Province's members and who carry on
the noble work of the Venerable Founder in the various
schools of the Province in Canada and the United States.l4

The Brothers conduct all the Catholic Schools for
boys in St. John's; the number of boys under their instruction
presently, is over three thousand. This includes the Boarding
Students at St. Bonaventure's College.l®

The provision of St. Bonaventure's for boarding

students makes the beneficial influences of this seat of

learning, felt in every section of Newfoundland.

13 4 Christian Brother, "Throughout Our Latter Cen-
tury”, in Lovest Thou Me? May 1953, p. 31.

14 A Christian Brother. "The Christian Brothers of
Ireland in Newfoundland", op. cit., p. 2.

15 tpig., p. 3.
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The Christisn Brothers and Our Lady. - The principal
Patroness of the Christian Brothers 1s the Blessed Virgin.
The Patronal Feast of the Congregation is that of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, and liturgical. authorization of the Feast of
June 27, has been granted for every House of the Institute.ls

The following is the list of devotions to Our Blessed
Lady, as practised in the Monasteries and Schools of the

Brothers:

1. Each House of the Congregation must have a statue
or shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

2. On all Feasts of Our Lady the Little Office must
be recited in €Gommon. This is likewise true of all Sundaeys.

3. The Rosary and Litany are prescribed parts of the
Night Prayers of the Brothers.

4. On four days of the week each Brother must say an
additional Rosary with an extra decade for a prescribed in-
tention.

5. For all the major Feasts of Our Lady, novenas are
prescribed.

6. Reading at meals, etc., on Saturdays throughout
the year must deal with some phase of Our Lady's Life and
Virtues.

l. Each classroom must have a statue of Our Lady.
During May each classroom must have a "May-Altar". A hymn
must be sung each day and special prayers offered.

2. In each classroom the Haill Mary must be recited at
the start of each hour or period of the school day.

5. The Angelus and Litany of Our Lady must be recited
in all classes each school day.

16
Rev. P. J. Kennedy, "Marian Devotion in Newfound-

land", in Report 1954 The Canadian Historical Association,
LeClerc Printers, Ltd., Hull, Quebec, p. 82.
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4. Each school 1s recommended to have its own special
devotion to Our Lady.

5. Where possible, outdoor shrines are encouraged. A%
St. Bonaventure's College and Mount Cashel Orphanage, shrines|
to Our Lady of Fatima were erected during the Marian Year.
€At Mount Cashel during the summer months, the Rosary and
Litany are recited at the shrine each night.)l7

The following quotation from the letter of an ex-pu-
pil, a member of the Foreign Mission Society, to the Presi-
dent of St. Bonaventure's College, on the occasion of the
seventy-fifth Anniversary, shows the appreciation of this
Priest and his Brother Missionaries for the love and devo-
tion to Mary taught at St. Bonaverture's:

Your well wishers will recount to you the bless-
ings ye have brought to Newfoundland; may I add a few
words of the blessing ye have brought down on far-off
pagan China. Ten of your ex-pupils, inspired by the
devotion and self-sacrifice of the Brothers answered
the call of their Divine Master and went forth to
preach in that mission field. In this pagan land they
have labored for several decades, teaching the same
lessons of love of God and of His Mother that they
learned in your classrooms. (. ‘)

(. . .) Then there is the love of the Mother of
God, Mary, Queen of our Hearts; her statue graces and
commandeers all your classrooms; who can tell of the
graces poured down as all the boys recited the Hail
Mary at the stroke of the hours? Who can recapture the
Joy of erecting the May altars in her honor and of
lovingly praying to her before them? How often I recall
these first Retreats made in the College Chapel and the
stories which gave us the great loves of our Faith.l8

Y7 Letters of H. P. Tarrant, President of St. Bona-
venture's College, and F. C. Carroll, Superior of Mount
Cashel Orphanage.

18 pev. Craig Strang, S. F. M., Lishui, Chekiang,
China, Letter to Rev. Brothewr Fleming, President of St. Bona-
venture's College, April 4, 1952.
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St. Bride's College, Littledale

As stated above this Institute was opened in 1884 as
a2 Boarding School for young ladies under the patronage of Cur
Lady of Mercy and St. Brigid. Like St. Bonaventure's College,
its influence extends to every section of the Island, as the
following account of the College shows:

In 1895, 8t. Bride's Academy was officially recog-
nized by the Govermnment of Newfoundland as the training cen-
tre for Catholic female teachers. It was raised to the status
of a college in 1917. An affiliation was made in 1942-1943
between the Memorial Unlversity College and St. Bride's. As
of July 1, 1952, formal affiliation of St. Bride's College,
Littledale and the Memorial University of Newfoundland came
into effect.

Students of the Sisters had the privilege, from the
very beginning, which is thelrs today, of assiating daily at
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in the Convent Chapel, of
weekly Confession and daily Communion.

The Sodality of the Children of Mary was begun in
1897 with a ceremony of reception following a three days! Re-
treat. This Retreat concluded on the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, has been an annual feature of the achool year
since then, and at its close, Aspirants to the Children of
Mary are received into the Sodality. They number about forty

annually.
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In 1925 a resident Chaplain was appointed to Little-
dale. He is the Director of the Children of Mary.

Our Lady is honored daily with the recitation of the
family Rosary and the Liteny of Loretto by the Sisters and by
the Students. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament is given
on her chief feasts as well as daily during the months of May
and of October. On the Feast of the Holy Rosary, the Sisters
and Students recite the fifteen decades of the Rosary in pro-
ceszion through the college grounds. Each classroom has its
"May-Altar" in her honor. The Students at assembly each
morning recite the Act of Consecration to Our Lady during the
month of May.

In May, too, World Sodality day 1s celebrated with a
special program which concludes with the Crowning of Our
Lady. Grammar Grades have their own ceremony of the Crowning
of Our Lady towards the end of May when they can have an out-
door procession and an altar erected to Our Lady in the
achool grounds.

A beautiful indoor shrine of Our Lady of Fatima was
erected in 1950. This shrine was the gift of the Hon. P. J.
Lewis, Q. C., whose wife is an alumna of Littledale. He had
seen the statue of Our Lady in a shop-window in New York, and
had been inspired to present it to Littledale through one of
the Sisters.

On June 9, 1956, a Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes

erected on "The Mount" behind the college was formally
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blessed. This grotto was obtained as the result of the accu-
mulation of smell gifts to the Sisters, over a period of
years. The Children of Mary also contributed a small sum to-
wards its erection. The annual procession of the Blessed
Sacrament which takes place in June, had in 1956 and will
continue to have, a halting place at the Grotto for Benedic-
tion.

During the Marian Year, besides the regular classroom
projects in honor of Our Lady, two scholarchips of fifty
dollars each were offered by the College.l®

19 .
Letter of Sister Mary Basil, Superior, St. Bride's
College, Littledale, June 1956. s PUP ’ ride's
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CHAPTER VII

NATIVE ARCHBISHOPS GOVERN METROPOLITAN SEE OF ST. JOHN'S
Our Lady of Fatima

Archbishop Howley

Right Rev. Michael Francis Howley was consecrated on
June 24, 1892, in the Cathedral of St. John's by Bishop Power.
He was the first native of Newfoundland to be raised to the
episcopal dignity. In Merch 1892, he was appointed Vicar Apos-
tolic of St. George's and titular Bishop of Amastris in Asia
Minor. On the degath of Bishop Power 1893, Bishop Howley was
appointed to the See of St. John's, his native city-l
Newfoundland an Ecclesiasticel Province. - In 1904,
Golden Jublilee Year of the Dogma of the Immaculate Conceptiom,
e new honor was conferred on the Church of Newfoundland, as
well as on the country itself, by His Holiness Pope Pius X,
now St. Pius X,: the Diocese of 8t. John's was elevated to the
"dignity of an Archiepiscopate as Metropolitan See of the
newly-created ecclesiastical Frovince of Newfoundland", and
Bishop Howley was appointed the first Archbishop.2

The conferring of the sacred Pallium took place on

the Peast of St. John the Baptist, June 24, 1905, in the
Cathedral of St. John's; Archbishep Howley being attended by

Bishop McDonald of Harbor Grace who conferred the Pallium,

1 Centenary Volume Benevolent Irish Society of St.
John's, Newfoundland, p. 276.

2 1pid., p. 284.
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and Bishop McNeil of St. George's. On one of the largest
stained-glass windows in the Cathedral of St. John's is de-
picted in brilliant colors this most historic ceremony. The
scene is composed from photograph&.5 The window 1is a donation
of the Society of the Blessed Virgin.4t

Our Lady of the Fiords. - On the morning of the con-
ferring of the Pallium, there appeared off the "Narrows" of
St. John's Harbor a wondrous iceberg, modelled exactly in the
figure of a pure white statue of the Blessed Virgin. It re-
mained stationary outside the harbor for some days, during
which photographs were taken which show perfect representa-
tions of the image of the Immaculate Conception. Archbishop
Howley commemorated the event in & sonnet, "Our Lady of the
Fiords",d which will appear in the Appendix.

Historian and Poet. - Archbishop Howley was the

author of the Ecclesiastical History of Newfoundland, one of

the sources used in this work. From his prolific pen have
come many brochures on & variety of subjects, lectures, pa-
pers, and studies given to learned Socleties in other lands,

the Newfoundland Name-Lore, as well as poems, dramas, etc.®

& Rev. 0. J. Kennedy, "The Life and Influence of
Archbishop McNeil®, in The Monitor, Vol. 18. No. 3, p. 4.

4 Archbishop Howley, The Newfoundland Quarterly,
October 1908.

)

Miss S. Bnglish, Christmas Greeting, 1952, p. 19.

6 Right Rev. Monsignor Thomas J. Flynn, "The Roman
Catholic Church in Newfoundland", in The Book of Newfoundland,
VYol. 2, p. 276.
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Among the poetical works of the Archbishop are many
Marian poems. Five of the best known are: "our Lady of the
Fiords", mentioned above; "A Hymn for Christmas"; "Stabat
Mater", a translation which remasins close to the original,
preserves its metre and may be sung to the same music; "Ave
Maris Stella", an invocation for a Church at Black Head, near
Cape Spear, Newfoundland, which Church was dedicated tc Our
Lady Star of the Sea, on the Feast of the Assumption, August
15, 1861, by Bishop Mullock, O. S. F.; "Lines on the Immacu-
late Conception"; Eight of these beautiful lines are:

To thee Sweet Virgin of the Father Blessed,

We owe all good of which we are possessed -

Let every tongue throughout the world proclaim

The wondrous glories of thy holy name,

As thou, thyself, Sweet Mother dost command,

"Blessed my name shall be in every land",

All heill thee then, Immaculate and Mild!

Creator's Mother, yet a Cresture's Child!

The Apostolic Delegation. - On May 12, 1910, during
the episcopacy of Archbishop Howley, Newfoundland came under
the jurisdiction of the Apostolic Delegation at Ottawa, the
envoy of the Holy See becoming "Apostolic Delegate to Canada
and Newfoundland". Now, Newfoundland being a Province of Can-

ada, the envoy's title is again "Apostolic Delegate to Canads™.8

7 Right Rev. M. F. Howley, Eoems and Other Verses,
J. Fischer and Bro., Bible House, New York, p. 44.

8 "The Golden Jubilee of the Apostolic Delegation”,
in The Monitor, Vol. 16, No. 7 and 8, July and August, 1949,
p. I1. - 1t is interesting to note that the first permanent
Apostolic Delegate to Canada, who was appointed in 1899, was,
prior to his diplomatic career, an assistant priest to Bishop
Carfagnihi of Harbor Grace. In 1902 he became Apostolic Dele-
| gate to the U. S. A., and later was ralsed to the Cardinalste}
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Mount Cashel Orphanage. - Though Bishop Power who
brought the Christian Brothers to Newfoundland, was anxious
to have the orphan boys of the country placed under theilr
care, he died before negotiations were completed. Bishop How-
ley took up the matter in 1894, and on August 28, 1898, the
Orphanage opened, the Bishop giving his own family estate at
Mount Cashel to form the nucleus of the Orphanage. Extensive
repairs were made and on the Feast of St. Raphael, Archangel,
October 24, of the same yesar, the Bishop saild the first Mass
in the house which he blessed and dedicated to St. Raphael.9

In the daily programme of the boys at Mount Cashel,
Our Lady is featured in a very specilal way as has been shown

in the ssection on the Christian Brothers.
Archbishop Roche

On the death of Archbishop Howley, 1914, Right Rev.
Monsignor Roche was named Administrator, and on June 29, 1915,
consecrated in the Cathedral of St. John's by the Apostolic
Delegate, Most Rev. P. F. Stagni. On December 12, Feast of
Our Lady, Queen of all the Americas, he was invested with the
Sacred Pallium by Most Rev. John March, Bishop of Harbor

Grace.10 His reign of nearly thirty-six years, the longest in

9 Christian Brothers of Ireland Seventy-fifth Anni-
versary, edited by J. B. Ashley, p. 48.
versary y

10 Memorials of the Consecration, Installation and
Investiture of Most Rev. E. P. Roche, Archbishop of St.
John's, edited by Right Rev. Monsignor J. J. McDermott, p. 3.
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the Catholic Annals of Newfoundland, was filled with magnifi-
cent achievements for the honor of God and Our Blessed Mother.

Amalgamation of the Two Marian Congregations. - One
of the first acts of the new Archbishop was to bring about
the amalgamation of the various Convents of the Presentation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of Our Lady of Mercy under a
central authority for each Congregation, and to establish two
Novitiates for the young Sisters, where they would be thor-
oughly grounded in religious and secular knowledge, and thus
prepared for the work of Catholic Education.ll

Marian Convents. - In the Archdiocese seven Convents
of Our Lady of Mercy were established during the episcopacy
of Archbishop Roche: St. Edward's, Bell Island, Feast of Our
Lady of Mercy, September 24, 1917; St. FPatrick's, Bay Bulls,
Feast of Our Lady of Mercy, 1917; Immaculate Conception, Bell
Island, Feast of the Purification, February 2, 1927. The
title Immaculate Conception was also given to the Academy
connected with the Convent. Holy Name of Mary, Marystown,
September 12, Feast of the Holy Name of Mary; St. Teresa's,
Mundy Pond, St. John's, February 19, 1945; Sacred Heart Con-
vent, Goulds, opemned on the First Friday of September, 194912

1l Right Rev. Monsi§nor Thomas J. Flynn, "The Cath-
olic Church in Newfoundland" in The Book of Newfoundland,
Vol. 2, p. 278.

12’Annals of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, Mother
House, St. John's.
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St. Clare's Mercy Hospital. - From a Golden Rosary
began a great work of Mercy in St. John's in 1913, St. Clare's
Home for Working Girls, which in 1922 became the nucleus of
the splendid Catholic Institution, know today as St. Clare's
Mercy Hospital.

The idea of a Working Girls! Home was first conceived
by a Presentation Nun, Sister Mary Clare English of the
Mother House of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Cathedral Square, a former pupil of the Sisters of Mercy.
Knowing the good accomplished in other countries by means of
Homes for Working Girls, when conducted by Sisters, and see-
ing the need for such an Institution in St. John's, Sister
Mary Clare made known her wishes to Archbishop Howley and be-
gan at once to plan ways and means of financing the worthy
venture. She endeavored toc raise funds by various undertak-
ings, but her progress was slow until a Rosary, every bead of
which was a golden nugget strung on a golden chain, was given
to her by Mr. James Funchion who had come from the gold
fields of the Klondyke to visit his home in St. John's. At
this time the Supreme Knight of Columbus, Mr. James O'!'Flgher -
ty was in St. John's. When visiting the Presentation Convent,
he saw the golden Rosary, and thinking that it would be an
appropriate gift to offer to Cardinal Gibbons on his approa-
ching Golden Jubilee, he purchased the rosary for one %thou-
sand dollars. This sum and other moneys collected, Sister

Mary Clare gave to the Archbishop who bought the
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"White House", private residence of Honorable E. M. Jackman,
Le Marchent Road. A year after the death of Sister Mary Clare,
the Home was formally opened and blessed, Mass being said by
the Archbishop. In accordance with the deceased Sister's
wishes, the Institution was placed under the direction of the
Sisters of Mercy.l3

As eeHome for Working Girls, St. Clare's functioned
for nine years, but Archbishop Roche, soon after his Conse-
cration, seeing the greater need for a Sisters' Hospital,
made plans accordingly, and on May 22, 1922, the 0ld St.
Clare's was opened &s & small Hospital under the care of the
Sisters of Mercy.

On the Feast of Christ the King, just two years after
the Archbishop's announcement of plans to enlarge the facili-
ties of St. Clare's, the new hospital, with capacity for one
hundred patients, and fitted with most modern equipment, was
formally opened with the celebration of Holy Mass and the
blessing of the building by His Grace the Archbishop.l4

With the Charity of Christ urging him, Archbishop
Roche munificently contributed his entire Golden Jubilee gift
of eighty thousand dollars towards the extension of the Hos-

pital. The new "Wing'" containing the magnificent Golden

13y, Harrington, "Origin and History of St. Clare's
Mercy Hospital"”, in The Monitor, Vol. 14, No. 5, May 1947,
p. 8.

14 A Sister of Mercy, "History of St. Clare's", in
Silver Jubilee Booklet, St. Clare's Mercy Hospital, St. Jchn's

June 1947, p. 8.
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Jubilee Memorial Chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Mercy, was
opened on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 8,
1949. On the Feast of St. Joseph, March 19, 1949, His Grace
said the first Mass in the Memorial Chapel.15

Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary. - The Confra-
ternity of the Most Holy Rosary, was canonically erected in
the Cathedral of St. John's on May 1, 1932, by authority of
Archbishop Roche. The Altar of the Blessed Virgin, consecra-
ted by Bishop Mullock on September 9, 1855, under the title
of the Immaculate Conception, was designated also as the
Altar of the Holy Rosary.

The first Sunday of each month is a day of special
observance for the Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary. Re-
ligious functlons include recitation of the Rosary, sermon,
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament and reception of
new members. The Spiritual Director also blesses beads with
the Rosary, Crosier, and Apostolic Indulgences. The Indul-
gence of the Way of the Cross and the Plenary Indulgence for
the hour of death are also applied to Crucifixes.

In the Cathedral of St. John's, a campaign was in-
augurated in 1948, %o procure new members for the Cathedral
Confraternity, which has the honor of having the Archbishop

personally as its Rector. Lists of names for inscription were

15 npipst Mass in Memorial Chapel, St. Clare's Mercy
Hospital", in The Monitor, Vol. 17, No. 3, March 1950, p. 1.
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forwarded from the Dioceses of Harbor Grace and St. George's,
as well as from many parishes of the Archdiocese, bringing
the total membership up to about 15,000.

With the permission of the Archbishop, Confraterni-
ties were erected in many other parishes of the Archdiocesel®

In the Parish of Torbay, the Pastor established the
Confraternity of the "Living Rosary" in which by the help of
Promoters who distribute the leaflets which tell the pre-
scribed Mystery to be said, the members recite a decade of
the Rosary in honor of that Mystery. Thus an unbroken chain
of Rosaries is maintained.l7 This Confraternity is also
active in many of the older parishes in the Province.

As early as 1833, the first church in the Parish of
Portugal Cove, was dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary by
Bishop Fleming. The Confraternity of the Holy Rosary was es-
tablished here at an early date. In the history of this old
Parish, the first in the lIsland dedicated to the Holy Rosary,
it is written that between the first settlement of the Cove
and the building of their first Church, two hundred years
elapsed, and during that time, the pioneer residents, mostly
of Irish birth, kept their Faith alive by devotion to Our

Lady's Rosary.18

16 "Holy Rosary Crusade"”, in The Monitor, Vol. 16,
No. 1, January 1949, p. 5.

17 1pid., p. 5.

18 "Portugal Cove Revives Custom", in The Monitor,
Vol. 21, No. 10, October 1954, p. 9.
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The Confraternity of the Holy Rosary was the first
and greatest devotion to the Blessed Mother practised in the
Cove. The Confraternity was established there before it was
established in St. John's. The concentration of the people on
devotion to the Rosary especially on the first Sunday of
October, gave rise to "Cove Sunday", when over one hundred
years ago, appropriate ceremonies began to be held in the
Church of the Holy Rosary at the Cove. These ceremonies would
be generally graced by the presence of the Bishop and of the
priests of St. John's.
Evidence of devotion to the Mother of God is every-
where in the parish, even in the interior decoration of the
parish buildings, where the predominating colors are blue and
white. One of the principal schools 1is dedicated to the Bles-
sed Virgin under the title of Immaculate Conception.l®

The Church at Portugal Cove, "by the very fact of its
name, Church of the Holy Rosary, 1s automatically a Shrine of

the Virgin Mary".20

Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Montilegeon. - In
1949 this Confraternity for Forsaken Souls in Purgatory, was
organized at the Cathedrel in St. John's, and since then over
6,000 members have been received. The small fees are united

in a central fund for the procuring of Masses for the Souls

9
1 Rev. J. L. Lacey, Account of Marian Devotion in

the Parish of Portugal Cove, Letter, December 1954.

20 The Monitor, October 1954, p. 9.
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in Purgetory who are most abandoned. The centre of the Arch-
confraternity is established at the Basilica of Our Lady of
Montilegeon, Orne, France, which was consecrated in 1928,

under the title of "Our Lady Liberatrix of the Souls in Pur-

gatory.el

The Monitor. - Newfoundland's only Catholic paper,

The Monitor, was established by Archbishop Roche in 1934, and

is now reaching every parish in the Province. Each month this
journal carries one or more inspiring and instructive arti-

cles on Our Blessed Mother and is thus instrumentel in making
her better known and loved, as the following quotation shows:

It is much to be appreciated that all these cen-
tres (Holy Rosary Centres), were brought into contact
with the Confraternity of the Hely Rosary, and the
great increase of membership of 3,000 made possible
through the publicity given by our Catholic Monthly,
The Monitor. It proves in & notable manner how widely-
-geparated units of our far-flung Cathollic population
may be brought into co-operation with one another by
means of the written word.Z2

Archbishop Flynn

In April 1945, Monsignor Thomas Joseph Flynn, then

Pastor of St. Patrick's Parish, and Editor of The Monitor,

was appointed Co-Adjutor Archbishop, with right of succession
to Archbishop Roche. He was consecrgted by His Excellency,

Most Rev. Ildebrando Antoniutti, Apostolic Delegate to Canada

2J"‘I‘he Canadian Catholic Historical Association, p. 84,

2‘2’"1410137 Rosary Crusade", in The Monitor, Vol. 16,
No. 1, January 1949, p. 8.
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and Newfoundleand, in the Cathedral of St. John's on June 29,
1945. A fruitful career had been predicted for Archbishop
Flynn, by a people who loved and revered him, but Divine Pro-
vidence ordained otherwise. Stricken by an incurable illness,
His Excellency died at St. Clare's Mercy Hospital, September
1, 1949.23

Most Rev. Patrick James Skinner, C. J. M., D. D.

To the Metropolitan See of St. John's in 1951, came
Most Rev. Patrick James Skinner of the Congregation of Jesus
and Mary, the first Eudist Archbishop of North America. On
his mitre, crozier and episcopal insignia is emblazoned the
crest of the Holy Hearts of Jesus and Mary.24

Since the Archbishop's eppointment, the growth of the
Archdiocese - both spiritually and materially - has been
phenomenal. Literally His Grace has been fulfilling his sub-

lime motto: "To serve Christ and His Church".25

Marian Projects. - Archbishop Skinner has been truly
named a Marian Archb:l.ahop.a6 He came to the Archdiocese "im-
bued with a beningly infectious love of God and His

25 wenuren Mourns the Passing of Most Rev. T. J.
Flynn", in The Monitor, Vol. 16, No. 9, September 1949, p. 5.

24 Report 1954 Canadian Catholic Historical Associa-
tion, p. 82.

25

The Monitor, Veol. 20, No. 1, January 1953, p. 7.

6
Ibid., p. 8.
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Immaculate Mother",27 and this love is being exemplified in
all the Archbishop's words and works. His first great work
was the complete renovation of the Cathedral. This includes
the erection of an Annex providing for a Mariasn Chapel, a
Sodality Meeting Room, & Baptistry and Sacristies.Z<8

His Grace's Social Welfare Programme, launched in
19863, included a Residential Club or Hostel to be operated by
the Sisters of Service from Toronto; a new parish in the nor-
thern suburbs of St. John's; a Home for the aged and infirm
under the care of the Sisters of Mercy and & Home for delin-
quent girls to be directed by Good Shepherd Nuns of Halifex. 29

The first named went into effect in 1953, when on
October 2, Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels, the Archbishop
said the first Mass in the Oratory of the Club. On November
11, His Grace blessed the Hostel and dedicated it to Our Lady
of the Ros&ry.5o

The chief FPatron of the Sisters of Service is Our
Mother of Perpetual Help, with whose assistance they endeavor
to foster Marian ideals in their young charges. Each evening,

kneeling in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament and near

27 "Address of the Clergy to His Grace the Archbishop
on the occasion of Hils Grace's Silver Jubilee", in The Moni-
tor, Vol. 21, No. 6, June 1954, p. 5.

28 me Monitor, Vol. 21, No. 9, p. 1.

29 e Monitor, Vol. 20, No. 1, p. 1.

30 5 Sister of Service, Paper on the Sisters of Ser-
vice.
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the shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, the girls give
honor to Our Divine Lord and His Holy Mother by reciting the
Rosary. A shrine to Our Ledy of Grace has a place of honor in
the front hall of the residence, and here the girls are often
seen in prayer when entering or leaving the hostel.

Working in conjunction with the St. Vincent de Paul
Societly, the Sisters of Service in St. John's are alsoc en-
gaged in visiting the sick poor in their homes.3l

The preliminary steps in the erection of the proposed
new parish were taken on January 15, 1956. On that day the
Archbishop, after having blessed and dedicated the new School
Chapel to St. Pius X, celebrated Holy Mass. The second floor
of the building accommodates the School proper. The Sisters
of Mercy began classes there in September 1955.%%

The Archbishop's third Marian project, the Home for
the aged and infirm,was inltiated by His Grace on October 3,
of the Marien Year, when he turned the sod for the Home and
blessed the ground for this and the new chapel mentioned
above. Dedicating the Home to the CGlory of God and placing it
under the protection of Our Lady of Mercy and St. Patrick,
His Grace prayed that those who lived within its walls, would

find solace in the evening of life and peace at the last.33

31 Paper on the Sisters of Service.

82 "His Grace Blesses St. Pius X School Chapel"”, in
The Monitor, Vol. 23, No. 1, January 1956, p. 3.

33 ngis Grape Dedicates St. Patrick's Home", in The
Monitor, Vol. 21. No. 10, October 1954, p. 5.
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With the establishment of the Good Shepherd Nuns in
the Archdiocese, the Archbishop will have accomplished an-
other great Marian project very dear to his heart.

Marian Congregation. - On September 3, of the Marian
Year, 1954, the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blesses
Virgin Mary opened a new Convent in the Parish of the Most
Holy Rosary, Freshwater, Placentia Bay, and on October 3, of
the same year, a new modern School, dedicated to the Most
Holy Rosary was blessed and officially opened by His Grace
the Archbishop. Special Marian ceremonies marked both days.34

Vocational Campaign. - Under the special Patronage of
Our Blessed Lady, His Grace in May 1953, inaugurated a Cam-
paign for Vocations, which was conducted simultaneously in
all the parishes of the Archdiocese. Three Priests of the Or-
der of Mary Immaculate, Ottawa, Specialists in this field,
were invited by the Archbishop to conduct the Campaign. In
the parishes not reached by the Oblates, the Pastors carried
out the prescribed programme. At the same time a booklet

Lovest Thou Me? was published, containing articles on the

Priesthood and the religious life.%%
Holy Heart 6f Mary Regional High School. - On Sunday,
October 28, 1956, the Archbishop blessed the site of the new

Regional High School for Catholic Girls from St. Johnds and

%4 "presentation Convent at Ereshwater, P. B.," in
The Monitor, Vol. 21, No. 10, October 10, 1955, p. 2.

55 nour Lady and Vocations", in The Monitor, Vol. 20,
No. 4, April 1953, p. 4.
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surrounding parishes.
On the significance of the title of the School, the
Editorial of the October Monitor says:
The new School will be known as the "Holy Heart of
Mary Regional High School"”. (....) It is hoped that
the High School will be completed by late 1958. Since
the year 1958 will mark with great religious ceremonies
the centenary of the Apparition of Our Lady at Lourdes,
the appropriateness of the title of the new school
will be clear to all. It will honor for all time the
Immaculate Conception of Our Lady and this 1s singu-
larly becoming since Our Lady is the Patroness of the
Presentation and Mercy Sisters who will staff the new
school. His Grace asks for the fervent and constant
prayers of our prople, that under the protection and
patronage of Our Blessed Lady, this school may shine
and prosper in every way, to further the all important
Apostolate of Catholic Education.o6
Marian Pastorals. - A brilliant testimony of Arch-
bishop Skinner's deep devotion to the Mother of God is given
in his Marian Pastorals: two on the Rosary; the first en the
occasion of the Rosary Crusade, September 1952, and the sec-
ond in October of the same year. The third was the Lenten
Pastoral of the Marian Year.97
The Memorare. - A fitting Marian Souvenir from a
Marian Archbishop to his people in May of the Marian Year,
was a copy of the "Memorare". His Grace later ordered that
this prayer to Our Blessed Mother be recited by Briest and

people after Mass for the Archdlocesan Educational and Social]

Welfare Projects.

6 "An Educational Milestone", in The Monitor, Vol.
23, No. 10, October 1956, p. 4.

&7 The Monitor, Vol. 19, Nos. 9 and 10, and Vol. 21,
No. 12.
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