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INTRODUCTION

This thesis will attempt to show that the Polish
peasant emigration from Southern Poland to North America in
the latter part of the nineteenth century was caused by eco-
nomic, social, and political conditions after 1863. To un-
derstand the underlying political and social currents affec-
ting the peasant prior to 1863, a brief review of the histo-
rical data from the last Partition of Poland is analysed.

A review of the 1863 Uprising is given in order that
the collapse of the romantic ideology in Polish policies
and historiography, and the development of positivism may
be understood. The positivistic ideals of material well-
being reflected themselves in the attitude of the ruling
classes of Gallcia and in the educational theories of the
"Krakow Conservatives". These ideals were also evident in
agrarian policies and administrative reforms. The peasant
reaction is shown in their increasing class awareness under
the leadership of various reformers culminating in the form-
ation of the Polish Peasant Party.

The third chapter will stress the economic plight of
the peasant and will attempt to show the introduction of new
social and economic concepts into the peasant society through
seasonal migration. The statistical data illustrates the
progressive increase of seasonal migration and overseas

emigration.
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Finally, in chapter four, a brief evaluation of the
conditions on the eve of the mass emigration is made. The
economically bemeficial and ethnically destructive forces
are reviewed. The survey of the emigration, lts intensity,
and the problems encountered are analysed. A summary of
various estimates concerning the number of immigrants in
the New World are noted.

A résumé of the results in each chapter, the general
conclusion, and suggestions of topics of interest to the
researcher will constitute the end of the thesis.

For those interes?ed in comparison, this thesis
shows the basic differences of the earlier mass immigratlion
and the recent post World War II immigration. To limit the
subject, only Southern Poland is used as an example. The
thesis also indicates some of the problems created in Gali-
cia by the emigration, and suggests as a topic for further
study the sociological and political developments of the
descendants of the early emigrants.

A number of historical works have been written on
the emigration to North America from Russian, Prussian and
Austrian Poland. However, the works dealing with Austrian
Poland illuminate the problem of this thesis only to some
extent. Whereas Aleksander Swiqtochowski, in his Survey
History of the Polish Peasant (Historia Chlopdédw Polskich w

ZarIsie), gives a general history of the peasants, the works
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of others are more specific. For example, Alexander Briick-

ner, in his Annals of Polish Culture, (Dzieje Kultury Pol-

skiej), considers the intellectual and literary aspects.
Jan Rutkowski in his Economic History of Poland till 1863,

(Historia Gospodarcza Polski do 1864 r.), does not go beyond

the year 186lL, and Thomas and Znanieckil in their five vol-

ume work The Polish Peasant in Europe and America consider

only the sociological aspects of the emigrants. Others such

as Waclaw Kruszka, in Seven, Seven year Periods (Siedem

Siedem Siedmioleci), cover the religious problems of immi-

grants in the United States, mainly in Chicago; Wilhelm
Feldman, discusses the political parties and their programs
in Galicia between 1846 and 1906. Jozef Buzek gives a
rather complete listing of statutes and laws in his Admin-

i{stration of Social Economy, (Administracya Gospodarstwa

SpoYXecznego), and the works of L. Debicki and B. Lozinski

present what could be termed as an historical and social
record of events and persons in Galicia during the nine-
teenth century.

Primary sources such as Kalinka, Limanowski, Niemo-

jowski, and Tarnowski, deal with the political aspect

1 For the complete bibliographical data of the
authors referred to in the introduction, see Bibliography.
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existing in that period. Bujak, Caro, Feldman, May, and Jaszi
pPresent only a portion of the problem and limit themselves

to their particular subjects: those of statistical presen-
tation, a general review of all Austrian problems, or some
phase of political life. Other works are included for the
purpose of further reading and possible detailed clarifi-
cation of some of the factors analyzed in this thesis.

Forelgn terms, and terms pertaining to the particular
problem under analysis are defined in their progressive
appearance within the content of the thesis.

This thesls is an attempt to give the first organized
historical presentation of the primary causes of the Galician
emigration problem. By means of comparing and interpreting
historical records and chronoleogical data, an attempt will
be made to indicate the main aspects of this emigration.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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CHAPTER I

POLISH PEASANT BEFORE 1863

Peasants iIn Independent Poland

In the eighteenth century the commonwealth of Poland
was a union of eastern European nations with predominantly
Polish character. It is during this period that the Polish
state underwent disorganization and in the 1790's witnessed
political reform.

The peasant class was the basis of Poland's agrarian
economy. The plight of this group reached its limit in a
political system dominated by the nobility. Serfdom in
Poland meant socage, restricted rights to land, limited
court protection, and poverty for the peasant. Sixty four
percent of the land was owned by the nobility. This wealth
tended in part to promote the aimless life of nobility,
their indifference to the peasant, and their mishandling of
the agrarian economy. The indifference of the nobility to
the peasant's suffering fostered greed at their cost.1

Nevertheless, the first steps in the directlion of

reform were carried out by some of the more wealthy members

1 Aleksander éwi@tochowski, Historia Chlopdw Pol-
skich, Warszawa, Pahstwowy Institut Wydawniczy, 1947, Vol. I,

P. 225.
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of aristocratic families. Having large estates they could
afford to manifest charity towards their subjects. Andrzej
Zamoyski, from 1765, was eliminating socage and substituting
it by rent. Prince PaweX Brzostowski did the same between
1769 and 1791. Stanislaw Poniatowski, on the other hand,
concluded agreements with each peasant, and by 1789, the
majority of them were working on the basis of a money con-
tract.

Others did not go so far, for example, Joachim Lit-
wor Chreptowlcz received one third of the harvest for the
use of his land. In this way he assumed part of the risk
of production, but at the same time assured for himself a
profit from eventual rise in the prices of the products.
Princess Anna Jablonowska confined herself to the reduction
of levy in kind to somewhat lower rents. Lastly Stanistaw
Malochowski made certain reforms within the framework of
socage.

The initiative towards reform cannot be attributed
primarily to the aristoeracy. An important step In this
direction was contained in the Order of 1733, issued by the
municipal government of the city of Poznan, and affecting
the villages of Zagrz and Rataje. The Order states that

"Socage was eliminated, personal freedom granted to the

2 Jan Rutkowski, Historia Gospodarcza Polskil do
186} r., Warszawa, Ksig2ka I Wiledza, 1953, p. 221-222.
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peasants, devotion to trades recommended, freedom of trade
and work were guaranteed."3 The Law of 1768 took away from
the noble the right to inflict the death penalty on the
peasant. This Law, however, reflected not so much a desire
by the Sejm (Polish Parliament) to improve the position of
the peasant, but a desire to remove an excuse for Russian
interference in Polish internal affairs.“
The sentiment of the Sejm may best be exemplified by
its refusal in 1774 even to permit a vote on agrarian reform
measure proposed by representative Poninski. The following
year August Sutkowski, the governor of Gniezno province,
again introduced the bill but was not allowed to speak.s
A code of laws was prepared by Zamoyski in 1778,
which contained measures aimed at improving the conditions
of the peasants. In the code Zamoyski states,
I placed the peasants under the protection
of the law, leaving them in agriculture as before.
Whoever will read the act about them without preju-
dice, will admit, that in guaranteeing them freedom

and ownershlp, I ensured for the nation and eyery
proprietor larger and more positive benefits.

3 dwietochowski, Op. cit., Vol. I, p. 226. ("Pod-
danstwo zostalo zniesione, swoboda osobista wloscianom
przyznana, oddawanie sig¢ rzemiostom zalecone, wolnisé handlu
i wyrobu zapewnione").

4 Ipid., p. 2u2.
5 Rutkowski, Op. cit., p. 226.

6 $wigtochowski, Op. clt., Vol. I, p. 248. ("Odda-
tem chlopdw" - mowi Zamoyski, "pod praw obrone, zostawiwszy
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When finally the Zamoyskl project, supported by the
king, was brought to the attention of the Sejm in 1780, it
was cast aside without being read.

The writings of this period dealing with peasant re-
forms may be divided into three classes, radical, conser-
vative and liberal. The radical movement exemplified by the

pamphlet Practical remarks about Polish subjects,7 asking

for a mandatory introduction of a rental system for the pea-
sants by the govermnment, had no realistic political basis.
The vast majority of the nobles were not interested in any
forceful measures on the part of the government. The con-
servative vliew, although asking for slight improvements, up-
held socage, and represented the large mass of land proprie-
tors. The liberal writings of PopXawski, Skorzewskil, Stas-
zic and Kot*gtaj, reflected capltalistic industrial and
agrarian interests, and, aiming for a voluntary arrangement
of rents between the proprietor and the peasant, asked for
the elimination of socage. The proposals presented to the

Sejm, and parliamentary discussions, reflected two approaches

ich przy kondycji, jak dawniej, rolniczej. Ktokolwiek bez
uprzedzenia czytaé begdzie o nich artykuX, wyzna, %e upewnla-
jac im sprawiedliwodd, wtasnosé, upewnilem dla kragu i kaz-
dego dziedzica wigksze i pewniejsze z nich pozytki ), quota-
téog from Zbidér praw sadowych, wyd. Dutkiewlcza, Warszawa,
1876.

7 Rutkowski, Op. cit., p. 231, (Uwagl praktyczne o
poddanych polskich).
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liberal and conservative, and various opinions of the nobil-
ity without any particlpation of the peasants.8

The Constitution of May 3, 1791, was limited in its
peasant reforms, guaranteeing personal freedom only to new-~
comers and an amnesty to returning escapees. The guarantee
of the protection of the law and national government con-
cerned only those under written contract with the proprie-
tors. This provision did not effect nine-tenths of the
peasant population.9

The drive for agrarian reform culminated in the
Polaniec Proclamation of Kodciuszko on May 7, 1794, consist-
ing of fourteen articles. They contained five iImportant
points. The peasant was freed from personal gservitude and
was given the right to move, was guaranteed a homestead
providing he performed his duties to the manor, and was
placed under the protection of the national govermment. The
last two points were concerned directly with the uprising.
One limited the days of socage for the period of uprisipg,
and the other proclaimed all peasants who took an active

part in the uprising free from socage.lo

8 Ivia., p. 232-233.

9 Swigtochowski, Op. cit., p. 281.

10 Rutkowski, Op. cit., p. 227-228.
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However, the failure of the Kodciluszko Uprising and
the final partition of Poland did not permit the program to
be realized. The peasants felt no sorrow for a Poland which
had not improved their condition and which had left them
only with promises of legal protection. It is not surpris-
ing that a half century later the peasants considered the
Emperor of Austria their liberator.

Austrian Policles towards Peasants

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Aus-
trian agrarian legislature touched upon the peasant problem
from time to time. This legislation resulted from the con-
flicts between peasants and nobles, and in general favoured
the latter. It was not until the last quarter of the elgh-
teenth century that Austria began to hold a unique attitude
towards peasant reform.

After the disturbances in the Teschen (Cieszyn) area
in 1767, a commission was appointed in the following year to
formulate the rights and duties of the peasants. The Patent
of 1771 regulated the village affairs. It forbade an in-
crease of dutles as prescribed by govermment register, low-
ered the duties of peasants located on manor lands to those
paying special taxes, and regulated the maximum work days

1l

for different levels of peasants. This Patent, although

1l 1pid., p. 233-23L.
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not affecting the Polish peasant, marks the beginning of
peasant reforms.

In 1772, when Austria acquired southern provinces of
Poland, later known by the name of Galicia, she was ready to
enter a radical period of peasant reform. During the reign
of Maria Theresa, the subjects received the right to appeal
to government authorities and the courts against the judi-
cial decisions of their landlords.12

In 1775, a decree called Urbanium dealt exclusively
with the peasant problem. This decree contained six major
points: the first concerned itself with eliminating purchase
of products from the manors and their agents; the second
forbade fines in money but permitted flogging in the pre-
sence of manor functionaries; the third granted peasants the
right of complaint to government authorities; the fourth
limiting housework on holidays; the fifth provided upkeep
from manors for peasant on longer trips; and finally, days
of work were to be in strict accordance with provisions of
old registers.l3 This last point was difficult to apply in
practice. Most of the old village registers were private

contracts recorded in municipal and provincial ledgers. The

12 1p1d., p. 290.

13 pleksander 4wigtochowski, Historia ChXopbéw Pol-
skich w Zarysie, Vol. II, Lwéw, Nak. Wyd. Polskiego, 19208,
P. 5.
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problem of interpretation arose. However, keeping in mind
the decree of 1775, such problems were usually settled by
payment of rents. In the majority of cases, these were lowa
than the actual production by physical labour and in this
manner helpful to the peasant.lu
The most progressive reforms were introduced during
the reign of Joseph II. In the 1782 Patent the peasants
were granted the right to conclude marriage without the
agresement of the lord, to learn a trade, and permitted to
change their occupation. This Patent was followed by a num-
ber of others in 1784. By the provisions of one Patent the
right of a noble to act as judge in village courts was elim-
inated. Instead, separate local justices, after qualifying
in governmment examinations, and paid by the manor, were ap-
pointed. This was an inadequate reform because the number
of eligible persons was small and districts, consisting of
number of villages, were under the jurisdictlon of one in-
dividual. In the same year local government was introduced
in the village. A bailiff (wéjt), was picked by the lord.
A board of elders was then elected, two representing fifty
peasant households. The bailiff and the board acted as a
local court for settling petty grievances. Unsettled prob-

lems were then brought before the local justice previously

1
b Rutkowski, Op. cit., p. 291.
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described. Also, at this time, all extra work performed for
the manor was constituted as part of socage.lS

If not the most important, the Patent of 1786 was at
least in force for the longest period of time. With small
changes and additions, it stood as the basis for all laws
governing peasants until 1848. It codified all laws per-
taining to peasant duties, eliminated certain levies, and
limited serfdom to three days per week., The length of the
work day between April and October was regulated to twelve
hours, and from October to April to eight hours. The "Robot-
patent” of 1786 relieved the peasants of certain hardships.
However, now the peasant had new duties, as outlined in
eighty four articles, such as night watch for manor and
parish, and for the first time he had to pay taxes to the
central government.

The Austrian bureaucracy responsible for the formu-
lation of this patent had little practical knowledge of the
agrarian situation in Galicia. The limitation of socage to
three days did not affect the great majority. Furthermore,
in the same year, forced paid labour was instituted for two
days a week during harvest under rates established by the

national administration, in order to counteract the three

3

51p14., p. 291-292.

16 Suigtochowski, Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 7-9.
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day limitation of socage. This is a typical example of a
policy which had in mind the protection of the peasant on
the one hand, and the exploitation of the landless and the
small farm peasant on the other.17

Perhaps the most radical and at the same time short
lived reform exemplified itself in the Patent of 1789. 1In
this Patent socage was eliminated and replaced by rents
based on the gross income of particular land sections. Only
through special cases of agreement could the rents be substit
tuted for by work or levy. New rents and new land taxes
were to be calculated on the basis of the gross income of
the land. 8Seventy per cent of the income was to remain in
the hands of the peasants who were now required to carry the
burden of the borough, church, and school taxation. The
government taxes were estimated at 12 2/9 per cent. The
gross income to the manor was thus limited to 17 7/9 per
cent. Further limitation on rents collected by the manor
was enforced whereby they could not exceed 15 5/12 per cent
on land and lakes, 26 1/l per cent from meadows, and 30 5/9
per cent from pastures and forests.l

After the death of Joseph II, this Patent was, how-

ever, modified in such a way that its provisions applied

17 Rutkowski, Op. cit., p. 293.

18 1p14., p. 293-29).
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only during the winter months. In this way the most progres
sive reform of Joseph II was nullifled in the interest of
the manor.

The Patents which followed, and there were over
fifty before 1848, involved only minor changes. During the
active Napoleonic period attention was focused on different
areas and little if any reforms were considered. It was not
until after 1830 that the peasant problem began to receive
the attention of the publicists and reformers.

The constitution of the Republic of Krakow, created
at Vienna in 1815, promised to uphold the rights of the pea-
sants. Thls promise was stated in the third article of the
constitution. "In the face of the law all citizens are
equal and all remain under its protection regardless of
state or position."l9

However, the peasant had no representation. In or-
der to qualify for membership in the Senate, a body of
twelve men, one had to have property taxable to the amount
of a hundred and fifty Polish "z¥otych" per year. To be a
member of the Sejm, one was subject to the above property

clause, and had to have full university training. For a

period of thirty one years of the existence of the Republic

19 Swietochowski, Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 16 ("W obli-
czu prawa wszyscy obywatele sg réwni i wszyscy pozostajg pod
réwng jego opieksg bez roZnicy standw i poXo%enia").
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no peasant held an office.zo

An attempt to improve the situation of the peasants
was undertaken in the Republic by the Peasant Commission
("Komisja wtodcianska"), created to study this problem. In
1843, there were forty two schools for boys and fifteen for
girls with a total of 3071 pupils in the Krakow district.21
Any further work in this field was cut short when Krakow

became part of the Austrian Empire after 1846.
The Years 1846-1848

After a period of rather active movement for peasant
reform during Joseph II's reign, half a century of inactivity
followed. The Matternich system was now in full effect.
After the death of Francis and with Ferdinand I (1835-1848),
"... the reactionary and clerical tendencies of the system
developed unchecked to full maturity."22

In Galicia, during the early 1840's, a reform move-
ment became evident among the representative circles of the
nobility. As early as 1842, Count Kazimierz Krasicki, with
the agreement of the majority of the Galiclan Sejm, a prov-

incial parliament, submitted a memorandum concerning public

20 1pid., p. 16-17.

2l 1pi4., p. 21.

22 Oscar Jaszi, The Dissolution of the Habsburg

Monarchy, Chicago, University of Chicago, 1929, P. 85.
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affairs., In this memorandum first place was given to socage,
the elimination of which was proposed through a system of

land division and a credit system of payments for the pea~
sants. The memorandum included a general outline of public

23

works to be done for the welfare of the nation. Under the
pressure of the Austrian government, Krasicki's plan was put
aside as too general in scope to be practical.

On September 22, 1843, a request was made by Vice-
Marshal Wasilewski for formation of a commission to study
and improve the conditions of the peasants. In a note from
the Emperor, dated July 8, 18h4L, permission to form the com-
mission was not granted, but recommendation was made for the
formulation of a new motion that would state more clearly
its intentions.gh However, thlis did not stop the endeavour,
and another motion followed until permission was granted.
In its action the government seemed hesitant in permitting
the commission to act, but rather tried to prolong the dis-
cussion and organizing period.

As a result of the peasant revolt in February 18,6,

the commission was never formed. Taking advantage of the

situation, an official note of the government, in the name

23 Broniszaw Zozinski, Szkice z Historyi Galicyi w
XIX Wieku, Lwdw, Gubrynowicz i Syn, 1913, p. LZ2.

214 Ibido, Pe L'»9-51.
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of the Emperor, dated March 22, 1846, buried the initiative
of the Galician nobility.

Regarding the proposals ... dealing with the

commission for preparatory work in regulating the
land registers of the peasant property, His Majesty
has reserved for himself the settling of this
matter in an ordinance to be issued at a later
date, and decided that the said commission should
not start its work unt%% an ordinance concerning
this matter 1is issued.

Contemporary opinion held that both the government
and the revolutionaries of this period did not wish the in-
itiative for reform to come from the landlords.

During this period a movement for the independence
of Poland was an actuality, and plans had been prepared for
insurrection in all three partitioned sections of Poland.
At an early date, while the insurrection was still insuffi-
clently prepared, the leaders were arrested in Poznan, and
the bases for the revolt in Russian Poland were eliminated.
Krakow alone revolted and the insurrection spread into
neighbouring districts in Galicia. The peasant uprising

counteracted the national movement. It is the opinion of

Polish historians, supported by some evidence, that the

25 Ibid., p. 55 ("Co do wnioskdw, ... tyczgcych sie
komisyi dla prac przygotowawczych w celu uregulowanla ksigg
gruntownych posiadtodci wioscianskich zachowal soble Najjas-
nie jszy Pan na pézZniej rozporzedzenie, przytem postanowii,
aby ta komisya do dzialand nie przystepowala swoich, dopdki
w tej mierze rozporzgdzenie nie nastgpi."), a passage
selected from the Emperor's order.
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Austrian government, knowing of the democratic leanings of
the Insurgents, precipitated the peasant revolt. The explo-
sive material of this uprising was derived from mixing three
different elements; first, the feverish and hazardous radic-
alism of the patriots; second, the dark cruelty of the
masses; and third, the vileness of the government.

The manifesto of the revolutionary government in
Krakow promised equality to all, gave to the peasants com-
plete ownership of land worked by them, and abolished serf-
dom. However, the revolutionary government soon fell into
the hands of dictator Jan Tyssowski and eventually surren-

27

dered. Annexation of Krakow by Austria followed the
surrender,

The peasants, under their leader Jakob Szela, were
given a free hand by Breinl, governor of the Tarnow district.
for twenty-four hours. On the eve of the uprising, Krieg,
the provincial president, stated to the worried members of
the Galician Sejm, that there was no cause for concern, that
the disturbances would at the worst last only three days, and

28
that they would be followed by a hundred years of peace.

26 Suietochowski, Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 26.
27 Ibid., p. 5b.

28 S. Snur-Peplowski, Obrazy z Przesziodci Galicyi i
Krakowa, Vol. I, Lwéw, Gubrynowicz i Schmidt, 1896, p. 49-
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The terror which followed affected not only the
nobility alone, but also local intellectuals, officials and
clergy. For example, the priest, Golecki, after being beaten
with canes, escaped from a wagon on the way to Pilzno and

hid in a cemetery. WNext day he was found dead with his head

gnawed by dogs.29 About one thousand persons were killed in

the uprising and about three thousand arrested. (See table I)
Perhaps the best example of the attitude of the
government officials and their part in the peasant uprising
is contained in a letter dated February 22, 1846, written by
Milbacher, governor of Lwow. This letter was presented as
a recommendation by Erazm Blocki, a local justice, when he
applied for a new position in the tax and district depart-
ment.

To the local justice, Mr. Blocki: Call all the
peasants with scythes and tell them to capture all
rebels; kill those who resist. Those on furlough
should help. Commissary Klosson will go there and
will help the brave peasants in Horozan. With a
hundred peasants you can beat a hundred such ruffians.
In the Tarnow district the peasants managed well;
they captured 108, among them four counts, and killed
twenty-seven of them. You have an opportunity to
assert your loyalty to His Majesty which I expect
you to do. Bravery and energetic action will lead
to the deserved punishment of the rebels. Inform me
about everything.

Lwow, February 22, 1846. 30
Milbacher

29 Swigtochowski, Op, cit., Vol. II, p. 58.

30 30ziMski, Op. c¢it., P. 334-335. ("Do pana manda-
taryusza B2ockiego: Zwoiaj Pan wsegystkich chlopdw z kosaml i
kat im Pan wszystkich buntownikéw pochwytaé, a jeiellby sie
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Although the developments of 1846 acted as a brake
on the reform movement of the nobility, the movement was not
abandoned. The democratic movement in Europe of this period
had its Influence on Galicia. Hearing of the Viennsa revolu-
tion, on March 18, 1848, the Parliament at Lwow proposed its
own political program. Count Francis Stadion, governor of
Galicia, called a meeting of the Sejm, on April 5, 1848, for
the purpose of sending delegates to the Parliament in Vienna,
The delegates demanded reforms similar to those outlined on
March 18, but Count Stadion dismissed these demanda as the
views of private cltizens. This attitude resulted in de-
mands for constitutional reform by the National Council

(Rada Narodowa), which had been formed by a number of pa-

triots and supported by the clergy. On the eve of a regular
meeting of the Sejm, April 26, 1848, delegates published

their views in a newspaper and calls were heard, "There is

31

no Sejm", (niema Sejmu). Stadion lost his temper, had the

bronili, zg2adzi¢. Urlopnicy powinni pomagaé, pan komisarz
Klosson, przybgdzie tam i przyniesie pomoc dzielnym ch2opom
w Horozanie. Ze 100 ch¥opami mozesz Pan ubié 100 takich
drabéw; w Tarnowskim cyrkule chopi poradzili sobie dobrze;
schwytali 108, pomigdzy nimi czterech hrabidw i ngili 27.
Masz Pan sposobnodé do stwierdzenia swojej wiernosci dla
Najjasniejszego Pana i oczekuje tez tego; odwaga 1 energicz-
ne dzialanle doprowadza do zasiuzonego ukarania buntiwnikoéw.
Donod$ mi Pan o wszystkiem.

Lwéw, 22 lutego, 1846 roku, Milbacher")
(Rebels in the text refer to national insurrectionists.)
31

LOZinSki’ OE. Cit., po 900
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Table I. - Statistical report covgsing eight
districts witnessing the peasant uprisingoe<.

District Raided manors  Number of dead Arrestsa.

number [ per cent | proved estimated estimated
| Wadowice 31 2l.2 - - 200
Bochnia 66 36.9 69 250 568
N. Sgcz 97 77.5 19 25 185
Tarnéw 131 89.1 Lol 750 543
JasXo 58 36.0 14 30 169
Rzeszéw 2 2,0 1 1 122
Sanok L5 19.1 3 3 %00
Sambor 1 0.9 8 11 43

Whole Galicla b. ';.
430 - 538 | 1,070 3,000

a

b

.Number of arrested insurrectionists.

.To this total 101 names should be added; place of residence
unknown.
c.

The total is actually 2230, however ten districts were not
mentioned.

32 _
Stefan Kieniewicz, Ruch ChXopski w Galicji w 18u6
roku, WrocXaw, Wyd. ZakYadu Narodowego lm. Ossolinskich,
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papers of Rada seized, and posted a military guard around
the building housing the journal. In retaliation the Nationt
al Council met, with Bishop Wierzchlejski and members of the
Sejm attending. Two manifestos were signed by ninety mem-

bers, proclaiming the Sejm of the estates, (sejm stanédw) not

representative and declaring themselves for constitutional
government. Stadion reacted by surrounding himself with a
small group of conservatives, and ruling Galicla with the
help of an advisory board called the Beirath.33

The patriots then decided to proclaim their progranm,
which included the abolition of serfdom, on Easter Sunday,
April 23, 1848, choosing this day as symbolic. On April 22,
the Austrian government announced that serfdom would cease
from the fifteenth of May, 18u8.3u

The Sejm did not meet in Galicia for a perlod of overn
twelve years. In October 1860, an imperial decree was pub-
lished setting up a centralized government to which the de-
puties were to be elected from the provincial assemblies.
The decree stated that the provincial assemblies were to be
revived throughout the realm.

This historical review of the peasant problem pro-

vides the basis for understanding developments after 1863.

33 pozinski, Op. cit., p. 94-96.

34 $wietochowski, Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 81-82.
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These developments revolving around the attitude of the
nobility and the policiss of the Austrian government will be
further analysed.

It is evident that the Polish peasant during the
last days of Polish independence received no more than the
promise of protection of law. The Polaniec Proclamation of
179, gave most promise of reform in the situation of the
peasents. However, the disastrous results of the Koscluszko
Rebellion ended not only any hopes of the peasants, but
brought about the final Partition of Poland. The peasant
did not feel sorrow for Poland, Polish nationalism and the
manor being indistinguishable in his mind.

The period of reform under Austria proved to be only
a passing phase identified with the enlighted absolutism of
Joseph II. It was not uncommon to hear the peasant refer to
the ruler of Austria as "Our Emperor". Absolutism reached
its peak during the system of Metternich. It is in this
period that the Austrian government was most suspiclous of
Polish sentiments, especially after the Insurrection of 1830
in Russian Poland. The Empire followed a policy aimed at
widening the division between the peasants and the nobles,
the potential leaders of future insurrections.

When it became evident that the nationalistic feel-
ings of the Poles were again at work, radical measures were

adopted by the goverrment. Whereas the insurrection in
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Krakow was ended by force, local officials kept the peasant
in a comdition of insecurity by recalling the possible re-
turn to complete serfdom in an independent Poland. The
peasants revolted under their leader Jakob Szela. The poli-
tical move of the Austrian government proved successful, for
all movements towards independence in the last half of the
nineteenth century were viewed with suspicion in Galicia.
The last opportunity for reform was taken away from
the nobility in 1848, before the period of reaction set in,
The peasant had proved no more than a pawn in the hands of
the Austrian Administration. The estrangement between the
peasants and the nobles, resulting from the events of the
troublesome period between 1846 and 1848, influenced the men-
tality of the ruling class of Galicia for the next fifty

years.
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CHAPTER II
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN GALICIA AFTER 1863
The 1863 Uprising and Imperial Habsburg Policy

The Uprising of 1863 was treated with suspicion in
Galicia. It began in Russian Poland primarily as a result
of propaganda for the armed emancipation of Poland. To a
large extent this propaganda was spread by the democratic
fraction of the émigrés. The more radical elements of
Polish society adopted General Ludwilk Mieroslawski's formula
for armed conflict as a model for Poland's salvation.1 The
conservative elements in Poland, on the other hand, hoped
that the new Tsar Alexander II would liberalize some of the
more restrictive policies of the Russian govermment. This
sentiment was based on the sympathetic interest of the Tsar
in the affairs of Poland resulting from the early tralining
received from his tutor Zhukovzky. The appointment of
Nicholas Gorchakov as viceroy of Poland, and the establish-
ment of the Academy of Medicine as the first faculty of War-
saw University, exemplified the lenient disposition of the
Tsar. The newly organized Agricultural Soclety, under its

1
W.F. Reddaway, et al., The Cambridge Histop%iof
Poland, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1951, vol. II,

5. 366.
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president Andrew Zamoyski, was permitted to function for the
betterment of the agrarian situation in Russian Poland.2
The discontent with the rule of Alexander II devel-
oped slowly and was heightened by the events taking place in
Ttaly in the spring of 1859. The two main politically active

groups in Russian Poland were the "Klemensowczycy'" or the

"Whites", who aimed at liberty through evolution, and the
"Akademicy" or the "Red" revolutionary party. It is of
little surprise that the Reds staged a manifestation at the
funeral of the widow of General Sowinski, a defender of War-
saw in 1831. The summer of 1860 also marked the low ebb in
the spirit of the Poles who were disappointed with the prom-
ised educational and political reforms.3
The spirit of the Poles reached a dangerous peak of
revolutionary sentiment following numerous manifestations by
the Reds and university students, and especially when Russiay
troops fired into crowds gathered in protest on February 27,

1861."‘t The Tsarist government deemed it necessary to follow

a policy of reconciliation and named Marquis Alexander

2 Ipid., p. 368.

3 Ivid., p. 371.

4 Bolestaw Limanowski, Pamietniki 1835-1870, Warsza-
wa, R6j, 1937, for detailed descriptipn of activities of
students in Wilno Manifestation of May 8, 1861 see pages
253 to 270.

!

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA -~ ECOLE DES GRADUES

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN GALICIA AFTER 1863 2l

Wielopolski as an advisor to the Governor-General and Vice-
roy, on March 27, 1861l. Wielopolski was chosed for this
position because he advocated cooperation with the Tsar as
a means of gaining autonomy for the Poles in Russia.5
Wielopolski achieved certain important results, al-
though not as great as he wished, concerning the reconcilia-
tion of the peasants and the nobility. He staffed govern-
ment offices with Poles, relntroduced the use of the Polish
language, and founded the University of Warsaw under the

name of Upper School (Wyzsza Szkoka).

After being placed at the head of the Government in
1862, Wielopolski failed to get the support of both the
Whites and the Reds. It 1s obvious that his conciliatory
policy took away much hope of independence. The more radi-
cal left, the Reds, then moceded to organize a National
Government, a move accelerated by the public hanging of per-
sons charged with the attempt on the life of Grand Duke
Constantine, brother of the Tsar.

The conservative Whites were antagonized by the dis-~
solution of the Agricultural Society in September of 1862.
As a result of this, the nobles answered Constantine's offer
of autonomy with a demand for complete independence for

Poland, Lithusnia and Ruthenia. The abandonment of the claln

5 Reddaway, Op. cit., p. 37L.
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to Lithuania and Ruthenla would have been considered an act
of treason by both sides.6

The Reds were now ready to use armed opposition
against Tsarist rule, confident that they would be supported
by the nation. Hoping to restore peaceful coexistence, Wie-
lopolski decided, with police help, to draft the young men
from towns and cities into the Russian Army. This aroused
the opposition of the populace, and the Reds seized this
moment to proclaim the uprising on January 22, 1863. The
uprising itself was doomed to failure because it lacked
money and resources. The Whites, who joined the uprising,
were disappointed in their hopes of diplomatic intervention
by France, Britain and Austria. The actual fighting consis-
ted of scattered partisan activities which were badly organ-
ized, and were generally unsuccessful in spite of individual
acts of heroism.7

In the last phases of the insurrection, Romauld Trau-
gutt, a dictator, headed the Natlional Government. He be-
lieved that the strength of the nation rested in the peasant

class. However, he failed to win the peasant over to the

® Ipid., p. 376-377.

7 Jan W. Niemojowski, Wspomnienia, Warszawa, Gebeth-
ner i Wolff, 1925, p. 5h4ly, (Chapter 1L} gives in great detail
bibliographical sketches of individuals and their activities
in the uprising).
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aims of the uprising, becauss they were still suspicious of
the nobility, and because they thought that the Russian
peasant enjoyed greater freedom since 1861.8

The estimated number of the participants in the up-

rising was over one hundred thousand, of which twenty five
thousand were killed, and seven thousand were taken prisoner.
During the uprising 396 death sentences were carried out.
Between September 15t, 1863 and May 1%, 1865, 1,18} were
sentenced to forced labour, 1,979 sent to Siberia, 2,617
jailed, and 7,447 were sent into the interior of Russia.
The above figures do not include deportations without court
sentences and court sentences in Litﬁuania.9 These repres-
sive measures decimated the cultural and politlical elite of
the country.

Sent by the Tsar, Nicholas Miliutin arrived in Po-
land in the summer of 1863 to carry out agrarian reform and
thus avoid another uprising of the Polish nobility. Milu-
tin's plan was incorporated in the decrees of March 2, 1864.

The peasant was freed from socage and alloted land for even-

tual ownership. Areas were organized into districts which

8 Przeglgd Rzeczy Polskich, Parils, Printer L. Marti-
net, 1861, May issue, p. 48. (See complete manifesto of
Alexander II, of March 3, 1861, concerning serfdom) .

9 Wtadyslaw Pobég-Malinowski, Najnowsza Historia
Polski 186-19,5, Paris, Imprimerie de la S.N.I.E., 1955,

Pe Lo«
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granted equal suffrage to anyone who owned land. All pro-
blems of the peasants were to be submitted to local officialJ
of the Tsar for settlement. In this way the program featured
the Tsar as the friend of the peasant and the protector
against the demands of the noble.lO
The news of the 1863 uprising reached Lwow when the
Galician Sejm was called to session. The Marshal of the
Sejm, Prince Leon Sapieha, postponed the meeting for three

days under the pretext of committes work. Meantime, the

KoZo Poselskie (Circle of Delegates) discussed the problem

of the uprising, and decided that national solidarity should
not be broken, that the uprising should be extended to other
reglons, and that help should not be refused. The Kolo also
decided to be secretly under the rule of the Central Commit-
tee in Warsaw, providing that the autonomy of Galicla was
respected.ll

Galicia was divided on the subject of the uprising.
The conservatives, fearing Red activity in Galicla, agreed
to support the uprising financially. Plans were made for
the formation of Committees in Lwow under leadership of

Prince Adam Sapieha and, in Krakow, under Count Ludwik

10 Reddaway, 0Op. cit., p. 382-383.

11 L. Debicki, Portrety 1 Sylwetki z Dziewietnastego
Stulecia, Krakéw, Spdika w Krakowie, 1906, Vol. II, p. 135.
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Wodzicki. The Reds, on the other hand, carried on agitation
for more extensive help, called for manpower and described
inactive observers as traitors to the cause of Polish inde-
pendence.12

Slowly the peasants in Galicia became sympathetic to
the program of the insurrectionists and a number of them ac-
tively participated in the uprising. The Austrian govern-
ment, following its policy of dividing the noble from the
peasant, deemed it necessary to take stern steps. When it
became evident that the Reds had planned to carry the armed
conflict into Galicia, the Austrian governmment proclaimed
13

marshal law. The Austrian government thus joined Russia
and Prussia in subjugating Polish nationalism. This move
may be attributed directly to the exlsting sentiment of the
village. The revolutionary movement was stifled by mass
arrests, the confiscatlion of arms, and the expulsion of
émigrés.

A contemporary writer and a leading figure of the
conservative Krakow historical school belleved that Galicia

needed no democratic party if it was a party of armed resis-

tance, and that Galicia should avoid all uprisings. He

12 Stefan Kieniewicz, Galicja w Dobie Autonomicznej,
Wroglaw, Wyd. Zakiadu Narodowego Im., Ossolinskich, 1952,
p. 59.-

13 Ibid., p. 76-77. (Complete text of Marshal Law
proclamation issued by C. Mensdorff-Pouilly, on Feb.27,186l)

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DPOTTAWA -~ ECOLE DES GRADUES

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN GALICIA AFTER 1863 29

summed up the conservative opinion concerning the unsuccess-
ful uprising in an article dated August 1869: "We regard
the year 1863 as a catastrophe, and in spite of many victims
and sacrifices, we cannot include the Uprising among the
beautiful pages of our history, or among our glorious mem-
ories."lu
In 1860, the Habsburg Monarchy entered a period of
political transition. Habsburg absolutism represented by
the Alexander Bach system based on centralized German con-
trol and a spy system, received its first major setback on
the battlefields of Magenta and Solferino in 1859. Count
Agenor Goluchowski, as Austrian Prime Minister, was respons-
ible for the "October Diploma" (1860), which created a fed-
eral parliament whose deputies would be chosen from the pro-
vincial assemblies of the empire. The "Diploma' also granted
a greater bureaucratic autonomy to Galicia; both the Germans
and the Hungarians objected to this. Francls Joseph had the
opportunity to return to the system of centralization after
the meetings of Emperors in Warsaw, October 22 to 26, 1860.
Russia exerted pressure in view of existing sentiments in

Russian Poland and Goluchowski was dismissed to be replaced

1y Stanistaw Tarnowski, Studia Polityczne, Krakéw,
Spblka Wydawnicza Polska, 1895, Vol. I, p. 27. ("... Rok
szedédziesigty trzeci szanujemy tym uszanowaniem, ktére sie
nale2y nieszczedciu, ale mimo wszystkich czystych ofiar 1
poswiecen, nie liczymy go do pieknych kart naszej historyi,
ani do wspomnieh chwalebnych.")
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by Anton Schmerling.l5

The "February Patent" of February 26, 1861, strength-
ened the old German bureaucracy in Vienna. Basically, it
provided for central political control, the creation of two
houses of Parliament, the election of delegates from provin-
cial parliaments with limited powers. Schmerling's plan was

to create "Kaisertreuen Patrioten", that is, supporters of

the centralized German bureaucracy and enemies of autonomy.
Part of his plan was to make the peasant regard the movement
of Galician autonomy as a movement instigated by the nobles
to return the peasants to serfdom. Basically this system
proposed "... to secure the rule of the wealthy and highly
cultured German minority above the Slav majority."l6
With the existing dissatisfaction of Hungarians,

Czechs and the Poles, the system of centralization began to
weaken. Thils was evident in the formation of a new ministry
under Count Beleredi in July 1865. The culminating point,
the beginning of a new epoch came with the Austrian defeat
at the battle of Sadowa, on July 2, 1866. Austria, now ex-

cluded from Bismarck's union of German states, was forced to

look to her minorities for support. The December

15 Wilhelm Felman, Stronnictwa i Programy Polityczne

w Galicji lBQb-lggg, Krakéw, Spélka Nakladowa 'Ksigzka',
900I,Po .

16 Hgcar Jaszi, The Dissolution of the Habsburg Mon-
archy, Chicago, University of Chicago, 1929, p. 105.
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Constitution of 1867 was introduced, and, in view of the facﬁ
that no constructive or true constitutional 1life was possibld
with an artificial German majority, the "Ausgleich" or agree-
17

ment of 1867 was concluded. In reality, this was a com-
promise between the Hungarian feudal classes and the liberal
German bourgeoisie. This move on the part of the German
liberals, and the formation of the dual system, was made so
that the group should "... secure its own hegemony against
the will of the Slav majority."l8

The Habsburg Monarchy was now divided into Austria,
Transleithania or Hungary, and Cisleithania or the rest of
the Empire. The December Constitution was a disappointment
to the Poles who hoped for greater autonomy. However, the
conservative groups disagreed with any program of open op-
position by the masses to the government. The business in-
terests of the aristocratic families drew them into closer
cooperation with the financial world of Vienna. The only
opposition to this attitude of the wealthier classes came
from the lesser nobility and the urban intelligentsia. These
groups eventually led to the formation of the Lwow Patriots,

a movement opposed to the conservatism of the Krakow group.

17 prthur J. May, The Habsburg Monarchy 1867-191l,
Cambridge, Havard University fress, 1951, p. 30.

18 Jaszi, Op. ecit., p. 108.
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In their Galician Resolution of 1863, the conservat-
ive elements, however, asked for greater autonomy and for
provincial self governm.ent.l9 The Resolution itself did not
bring any positive results, but certain gains were made by
the Poles. The Austrian authorities granted a considerable
degree of self govermment to Galicia, thus facilitating the
use of the Polish language in public administration, law
courts and secondary schools. The use of German was reserved
for all military matters and the postal service.ao Poiish
leaders became more friendly towards Austria after the crea-
tion of the Ministry of Galician Affairs in 1871 and the
adoption of flnancial arrangements in Galicia along the
lines suggested by the nobility.

Fear of social upheaval could be considered as the
reason for co-operation between the Polish nobility and the
Austrian authorities. "Over the heads of Polish landed
aristocracy the Vienna government held a heavy club, the
threat of social revolt, which exercised a restraining in-

1
fluence upon separatist activity."2

19 Kieniewicz, Op p. 106-109 ( lete text
Op., cit., pe 1 9 (complete tex
of the Galician Resolution dated September 2y, 1868).

20 Ibid., p. 114-115 (complete text of decree con-
cerning the use of Polish language dated June 5, 1868).

21 May, Op. cit., p. 53.
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The words of Stanislaw Tarnowski, the contemporary
leader of the conservatives, seem to portray honest belief in
the need for co-operation with the administration. His words
indicate satisfaction with the achievements of his group.

... we recelved through the care of the Sejm and the
provincial administration roads and schools ... by
the good will of the Emperor, the establishment of
the Academy of Arts and Sciences ... the stronghold
of our faith and education, ... political benefits
that were achieved and utlilized, are, we hope, the
basis of future action. The hate we feel against
the two other partitiogéng powers, does not exist
today against Austria.

The philosophy that underlined all political action
and penetrated into literary works of Galiclia, moving into
Warsaw in the last part of the nineteenth century, was mo-
tivated by the ideas expressed in the above sentiments.

The early 1870's mark the development of a new pol-
itical situvation in Europe. Bilsmarck, the Iron Chancellor,
dominates the European scene. As a result of his efforts to
restore the balance of powers in Europe, a new meeting of the

Emperors was called in Berlin during 1872. One of the high-

lights of the meeting was a mutual agreement to uphold the

22 Tarnowski, Op., cit., Vol. I, p. 116 ("... Zyska-
114my przez troskliwodé 1 sejmu i1 wydzialu krajowego drogil i
szkoly; ... zaklad dobrej woll cesarza, to zaloZona przez
niego Akademia Umie jetnosci, ... warownia naszej obwlaty 1
ducha, ... korzydé polityczna, jest stanowiskiem zdobytem i
zajetem, i1 mamy nadzieje, podstawa dalszego dziaXania. Te}
nieprzyjaZni, jaka u nas jest do dwéch innych panstw rozbio-
rowych, dzid wzgledem Austryi nie ma.").
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conservative principles of monarchies and to forestall any
national movements among subjugated nationalities. A compro-
mise was reached whereby Russia agreed to abandon her Pan-
Slavic movement. However, this mutual understanding was
doomed to failure because of the Balkan situation. The na-
tional uprising in Bosnia and Herzegovina threatened Russian
intervention in 1877, under the pretext of protection of the
Slavs., British intervention, after the Russian victory over
Turkey in March of 1878, led to the Berlin Congress of June,
1878. Russia gave up her claims in the Balkans, and Austria
acquired Bosnla and Herzegovina to counter Russian influence
in that region.

Poles did not respond to this situation in any appre-
ciable way. In Lwow, Waclaw Koszczyc-Wolodzko formed a Con-
federation of the Polish Nation, with the purpose of organ-
izing national forces for any possible eventuality. He did
not receive any response from the populace but was success-
ful in interesting the Turks in his revolutionary plans. A
group of more conservative individuals under the leadership
of Alexander Giller, formed a "Circle" (KoXo), for the pur-
pose of spreading Polish propaganda, diplomatic activity, and
hoping for post-war political developments.23

With the conservative elements in control at Vienna,

the trend developed toward closer co-operation with Germany.

23 Pobég-Malinowski, Op. cit., p. 1.
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This was basically due to fear of Russla following the occu-
pation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the influence of the

Iron Chancellor's "Kulturkampf". The alliance with Germany

in 1879, followed by the Triple Alliance three years later,
showed changes in the Austrian policy after 1866. Austria
failed in every major attempt to consolidate the Empire after
1879. The dependence of the monarchy on Germany as a result
of the alliance "... led to Empire's disintegration at the
side of Germany in the First World We.x'."zl4

From the year 1880, the Austrian military staff con-
sid%red Galicia as a possible fileld of action against Russia,
and concentrated troops in this region. The economic devel-
opment of Galicia was held back because of the new military
policy. Some historians, however, attribute the lack of in-
dustrial development to transportation difficulties caused
by such natural obstacles as the Carpathian Mountains and
the lack of navigable rivers.25

The congservative elements in power in Galicla falled
or did not wish to face this new situation. The Polish Club
in the Council of the Realm continued to foster the ldea of’

co-operation with the authorities. The Austrian government

24 Robert A. Kann, The Multinational Empire, New
York, Columbia University Press, 1950, vol. I, p. 95.

25 Jaszi, Op. cit., p. 189.
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found an ally in the Polish Club and this co-operation con-
tinued to the First World War. The solidarity of the Club
was strengthened by a rule that no delegate could speak at
sessions in Vienna without the approval of the majority of
its members. Such a delegate thus was able to express only
the sentiments of the Club and only when he was permitted to
do so.26
It cannot be denied that the Club made progress in
bringing some national advance to the Poles in Galicia. It
had the support of popular sentiment. The Austrian author-
ities needed the Polish vote, notably after the establishment
of the dual system in the Empire.
In consequence of the new equilibrium the Poles
became the pampered children of the leading circles,
the Junge an der Wage, and they were allowed to

build up an almost national state in Galicia, which
was often victorious over the Central administration.

27

It is important to understand that the gains for
Poles were on the whole limited to the nobillty, the landed
aristocracy, and the urban intelligentsia. The peasant, for
the most part uneducated, achieved very limited political
gains. The nobility felt more secure now that they had the
opportunity of occupying important offices and diplomatic
positions. 1In view of these achievements, the nobillty

26 Tarnowski, Op. cit., Vol. I, p. L41ll.

27 Jaszl, Op. cit., p. 389.
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remained conservative and loyal to the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire. This loyalty was accomplished through the strict dis-
cipline within the Polish Club in Vienna, limiting all con-
spiratory thoughts and claiming that national unity depended
upon the solidarity of the Clu'b.28

It would be a mistake to assume that the conserva-
tives were unchallenged in Galicia, as it would be wrong to
say that the peasants did not have political representation.
In opposition to the conservative views, a group sometimes
called the "Lwow Patriots", lived in the city of Lwow. A
closer analysis of the Krakow conservatives and the Lwow Pa-

triots, as well as the development of political parties will
bring to light the political conflicts existing in Galicia.

Positivism and its Influence
on Political Development in Southern Poland

Polish romanticism influenced political thought afteq
1830; it called for gigantic sacrifices, and united with the
poets!' sentiments the political philosophy of justice. Roman-
ticism culminated in the Uprising of 1863. The shock of de-
feat penetrated all spheres of Polish society, and alienated

2
them to all teachings of Romantic ideology. ?

28 Debicki, Op. eit., Vol. II, p. 194.

29 Wilhelm Feldman, Wspbiczesna Literatura Polska
186g-121 s Warszawa, Tow. Wydawnicze w Warszawie, 1918, Vol.
I, p. L
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Although loyal to the Roman Catholic faith, the
Polish society adopted certain teachings of Auguste Comte,
which excluded all, but natural phenomena or properties of
knowable things. This positivism exemplified itself in the
political thought of this period, and in the desire for per-
sonal improvement through study of physical sciences. Tar-

nowski, one of the future leaders of "Stanczykowey", a group

responsible for fostering coexistence with Austrian author-
ities, and a creation of the Krakow historical school of
thought, severely criticised the 1863 uprising as "... the
greatest disaster of Poland..."30
Alexander Wielopolski, Antoni Zygmunt Hercel and Pa-
wel Popiel, prominent and very active in the politics of the
Partitioning Powers, can be considered as the fathers of
Polish conservatism. Wielopolski was motivated by great am-
bition and was capable of bitter hatred, as was shown by his
attitude towards the Agricultural Soclety. Hercel, on the
other hand, was a sockly individual in love with logical for-+
mulae. Popiel, the least accomplished, was influenced by
French legitimism and as fanatical about law for law's sake.
Pawel Popiel, Adam and Alfred Potocki, and the Krakow group
continued to work for the development of dynastic Interests.

Opposition to this formed in another conservative group

30 Tarnowski, Op. cit., Vol. I, p. 29 ("... uwasanmy
go za najwiekszg kleske Polski...").
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centered around the publication Wiadomodcl Polskie (Polish

News), and was led by Kalinka. Basically, their objection
was limited to the view of complete loyalty to the Austrian
Empire.Bl
However, the Krakow group was supported in their
views by a large fraction of public opinion. Thus a younger
group of conservatives including Poplel, Stanislaw Kozmian,

Ludwik Wodzicki, and Stanislaw Tarnowski began to publish
the Przeglad Polski (Polish Review) in July, 1866. At this

time they had no clear cut program beyond an historiograph-
ical synthesis to fit political situations. The more conser-

vative publication Czas (Times) considered them as liberal

upstarts. At that time, the future leaders of the "Stanczy-
kowey" faction were not yet practical politicians, and did
not yet have the necessary experience or abllity. Theilr
significance as a political party dates from the creation of
the Teka Stanczyka in 1869 (Stanczyk Portfolio), a collection

of monographs definitely outlining their aims and political

philosophy. A close alliance followed between this group and

the Czas faction which eventually merged into one party.32

31 yi1helm Feldman, Stronnictwa i Programy Politycz-
ne w Galicji 1846-1906, Krakéw, opélka Nakzadowa 'hgigzka',
I§677’V3T71T7"5%‘IT6?T17.

32

Tbid., p. 133-13}.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DDOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN GALICIA AFTER 1863 40

Tarnowski, one of the leaders of this group, and pro-
pagator of their ideals through the chair of Polish Liter-

ature at Jagiellonian University, defended the Teka Stadczy-

ka. He stated that through it an attempt was made to:
Remonstrate against reckless patriotism, which, al-
though wishing well, cannot think or act well; ad-
monish against sentimental but childish patriotiam,
which accepts pretence for actuality, platitude for
achievement; finally to uncover false patriotism,
pharisaical persons to whom fatherland serves as a
pretext, and Whgge more or less conscious goal is
always the ego.

Polish historiography was transformed under the pres-
sure of positivistic ideals. In opposition to the historiangd
of the romantic period, such as Lelewel, the so-called Krako
historical school came into existence. As an example of the
historian who set the pattern followed by others, Waleryan
Kalinka merits notice. In 1868 he introduced the new views
in a work dealing with the last years of Stanislaw August's
reign wherein he states that "... the Poles are responsible
for their downfall, and all misfortunes which fell on us at

the time or later, are well deserved penance for the nation."

3k

33 Tarnowski, Op. cit., p. 134 ("Upomieé patryotysm
lekkomy$hy, ktéry chcaé dobrze, dobrze mysleé i1 dzialaé nie
umie; opamietad patryotysm sentymentalny, dziecinny, ktéry
pozér bierze za rzecz a frazes za cayn, wreszcie odskonid
patryotysm falszywy, farazejski, ktdéremu ojezyzna siuly za
pretekst, a celem mniej lub wiecej sSwiadomym jest zawsze ja
tego lub owego eztowieka.").

34 Peldman, Op. cit., Literatura, p. 10 ("... %e u-
padku swego Polacy saml sg sprawcami, I Ze nieszczgscia,
ktére na nas spadtry wowczas lub pozniej, zasiuzona, sg
przez nardd pokutsg.")
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In this spirit, the scholars of the Jagiellonian Uni-
versity In Krakow indoctrinated the intelligentsia in Galicia
and their sentiments penetrated into all cultural and social
spheres. The views of the positivists did not go unopposed.
In Lwow, the ideals of romanticism found refuge in the so-
called Lwow Patriots, a group set on perpetuating democratic
and patrlotic sentiments. Among the more prominent Lwow
historians were Henryk Schmitt, Buszczynski, and Szymon
Askenazy. Askenazy, as the leading figure in this group of
historians, belleved that the fall of Poland could be attri-
buted to the voracious nature of Poland's neighbours. The
rivalry between the two schools of thought brought to light
new material concerning the fall of Poland. However, the
Krakow school, exemplified by Michael Bobrzynski and the so-
called realists, became victorious in this conflict of 1deas
after 1900.35

Positivism in Poland was political rather than philo-
sophical. The quasi-intellectuals welcomed translations of
Ludwik Buchner, Vogt, Moleschott, and Herbert Spencer. The
conservatives of Krakow, however, preferred Church dogmatism
and orthodoxy. In the nineties another phase of positivism
enters the Polish scene, that of rationalism and enlightened

common sense, After 1890, the attractlon of positivism ended

35 May, Op. cit., p. 5L4-55.
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in Europe. The period of cormon sense failed just as the
period of romanticism failed before it. In Poland, the in-
dividual gradually lost his ideals. The Krakow Stanczyiktes
and the Warsaw positivists contributed one indispensable fac-
tor — that of practical materialistic existentialism.36
The Galician conservatives, being in a position of
control, utilized these trends to strengthen their material
well-being at the cost of democracy, parliamentarianism, and
social reform. Small wonder that, in consequence, the plight
of the peasants received meager attention. Any economic and
soclal improvements in the peasant'!s condition stemmed basic-
ally from needs that would bring greater material gains to
the landowners. The appearance of political leaders and the
eventual formation of parties may be attributed to the agra-
rian situation of the province. This situation can be sum-
marized by stating that "... there was an enormous gulf
between the Polish landlords and the wretched peasantry."37
The cause of the peasantry was led by the Rev. Stan-
islaw Stojalowski, an editor of two publications, Wieniec

(The Wreath), and Pszczé¥ka (The Bee), dating back to 1875.

He began his efforts to unite the agrarian and city masses

with the Church without any positive political program. More

36 Feldman, Op., cit., Literatura, Vol. I, p. 172.

37 Jaszi, Op. cit., p. 390.
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success in creating a definlte political program resulted

from the publication of Przeglgad Spoxeczny (Social Review),

for the radicals, and the weekly Przyjaciel Ludu (The

People's Friend), for the peasants by Boleslaw Wyslouch and

his wife Maria. They reached the peasant masses and suc-
ceeded in organizing electoral committees, mass meetings,
and trained future peasant leaders.38
The sociallst movement in a province without exten-
sive industrialization could not have a strong foundation.
The success of the early socialist movement was limited to
the university students. The socialist propaganda writings
of the Daczynski brothers inflamed and increased their ranks.
Originally the soclalist refused to consider patriotism and
remained international. However, at the international meet-
ings, rightist patriotic elements developed in the socialist
ranks. In Krakow, beginning in 1892, a socialist publication

Naprzdd (Forward), was published and served to criticize all
39

kinds of abuses.
The youngest and the most active group in Eastern

Galicia was the democratic faction. They were bitter enemies|

of the socialists. This group was eventually transformed

38

39 Alexander Brilkner, Dzieje Kultury Polskiej],
Krakéw-Warszawa, Wydawnictwo F. Pieczatkowski I ska, 19L6,
Vol. IV, p. 87.

Kieniewicz, Op. cit., p. 35.
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into the National Democrats with leaders such as Roman Dmow-
ski, Pop¥awski, and Balickli. Their ideas evolved from demo-
cracy to nationalism and a program of combating all non-
national elements, — the Ruthenians and Ukrainlans in Gali-
cia, and the Jews in all parts of Poland. These views were

publicized in Dmowski's Przeglad Wszechpolski (All Polish

Review) in 1895, He was convinced that strength always over-
rules right as evidenced in the development of Prussia, and
that the greatest danger to Poland, as a Slavic nation, was
in the Germanic nations., He thus bellieved that it was wise
to seek Russian protection.uo

There were other minority parties in Galicia. Ths
Jews and Ruthenians formed several parties. They, like the
Poles, were split into factions. The Jews were represented
by the Bund, or a radical socialist party, with the goal of
national Judaism, and by the Zionists, who opposed assimila-
tion. The Little Russian party adopted the name of Ukrai-
L1

nians.

It is interesting to note that the majority of these
parties, although having different platforms, belonged to the
Polish Club in the Council of the Realm and followed its dic+

tates for the purpose of national solidarity. Thus, in 1911,

40 1p14., p. 88-89.

U1 Reddaway, Op. cit., p. 456-L457.
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of the 106 Deputles from Galicia the following belonged to
the Clu.b:'42

Conservatives - 18 delegates
Populists (Peasants) - 23 "
Democrats - 1 "
National Democrats - 10 "
Remainder - 41 "

Delegates outside the Polish Club were divided into:

Polish Soclalists - 7 delegates
2 adherents

Ruthenian Socialists - 6 delegates
Ruthenilans:
Moscophils - 2 delegates
Ukrainians - 18 delegates

The predominance of conservative control and the
strict regulations of the Polish Club at Vienna were still
in evidence as late as 1911, maintaining its power till the
First World War.

When the political situation existing after 1863 is
considered, certain facts become evident. The fallure of
the uprising in Russian Poland heralded the end of romantic
period and the beginning of a new era of political co-opera-
tion between the Polish nobility and the Austrian state.
This co-operation, which was strengthened by the spread of
positivistic ideas, led to the economic, cultural, and social]

poverty of Galicia,

42 1pi4., p. u57.
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German centralism, intensified after the Berlin Pact
of 1879, and the German offensive against Slav culture, re-
sulted in the treatment of Galicia as a stepchild in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, This attitude may be considered as
one of the fundamental reasons for the disintegration of the
Habsburg Monarchy.

The political lethargy of the Austrian administra-
tion and of the ruling groups called for the development of
political parties in the 1880's and 1890's. The economic
and soclal poverty of the great masses was leading to some
form of cataclysm. The nationalistic middle classes tried
to solve thelr economic, soclal and political problems

L3

through protests, manifestations, and the formation of
political parties. The peasant masses, on the other hand,

tried to solve their plight through seasonal migrations and

overseas emigration.

L3 Kieniewicz, Op. cit., p. 166-168 (See complete
text of resolution of a mass meeting in Lwow under the aus-
pices of democratic faction, prior to the elections of 1889).
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CHAPTER III

DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
AFTER 1863

The Social and Educational Conflicts

The political situation provoked by the positivistic
school of thought had a profound influence on the social and
economic conditions in Galicia. The class division between
the noble and the peasant, although existing for centuries,
was accentuated by economic conditions. These conditions
were emphasized by the conservative attitude of the peasants
towards education, political and agrarian reform, and by
their social and moral condition, bringing about a crisis
toward the end of the nineteenth century that ended in mass
emigration.

It cannot be denied that an attempt was made to im-
prove the situation of the peasant. The basic necesasity for
improvement in any social class is education. The elementa-
ry school was of great importance to the peasants. It was
not until the twentieth century, however, that progress be-~
came evident; in this period, "... the number of elementary

]

schools rose from two thousant five hundred to six thousand.

1 W.F, Reddaway, et al., The Cambridge History of
Poland, Vol. II, Cambridge, Cambridge University FPress, 1951,
p. L52.
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In the period after 1863, the overall purpose of the
educational program was based on the elimination of idealism.
Subservience to the so-called national solidarity as expres-
sed by the Polish Club in Vienna, and to the Austrian Empire,
became the sign of virtue in a citizen. (zas, the voice of
the Stanczykites, criticized the formation of the "Sokéit"
(Falcons), in Krakow, and the proposals for technical schoolsi
The "Towarzystwo O0swiaty Ludowej" (Society for Public Educa-

tion), which did remain inactive, and all cultural activitiles

samong peasants were attacked by Czas (Times), in fear of

future independent political activity by the peasants.2

At the Galician Sejm the nobility objected to the
ecreation of new schools and school taxes, if the program
were to be undertaken at all, the tax should be collected
from those affected by it. Jozef Szujskl, a historian and
Dean of Jagellonian University, speaking as a delegate to the
Galician Sejm, held that the peasant schools should be lim-
ited to four rather than six classes and that it would be
sufficient for them to teach reading and writing; in this
3

way the work of the teachers would be reduced.

2 wilhelm Feldman, Stronnictwa i Programy Polityczne
w Galicji 1846-1906, Krakéw, Spéika NakZadowa "KsigZka™,
1907, Vol. I, p. 1 2-183.

3 Aleksander Swigtochowski, Historia Ch¥opdw w Zary-
sie, Lwéw-Poznath, Nakkadem Wydawnictwa Polskiego, 1920,

Vol. II, p. 359.
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The Stanczykites approached the educational situatioﬂ
In Galicia in this spirit. In many cases, stronger senti-
ments were expressed by individual citizens and delegates to
the Sejm. Delagate Grochowskl went so far as to suggest
eliminating the educational program from the deliberations
of the Sejm, and leaving it to private initiative. M. Zybli-
kiewicz, as a marshal of the Sejm, suggested a plan for the
elimination of qualified teachers. Teachers were to be re-
placed by individuals without educational training but res-
ponsible to the district inspector. However, the Austrian
government did not ratify this "law".u

In 1885, the conservatives again began their attacks
upon and efforts to limit the peasants school program. Pawel
Popiel, one of the conservative leaders, stated that compul-
sory education was a monstrosity. "Any provision that law-
fully forces a person to study leads to soclalism ... and ...
in teachers' training colleges candidates should be taught

less."s He was supported in his opinion by Czas and Profes-

sor StanisXaw Tarnowskl.

4 Ipia., p. 362.

5 Ibid., p. 363 ("Ustawa, ktéra ustawowo zmusza
cziowleka do ksztazcenia sig, prowadzi do socjaliamu... W
seminar;ach nauczyclelskich powinni kandydatdéw mniej

uezyé."
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It is the view of Franciszek Bujak, a prominent
authority on the peasant question, that although each village
wished to have a school, the province could not afford one in
each village. He goes on to say that in 1900 the ratio
between the students and the teacher was a hundred to one.
His figures concerning illiteracy in Galicia merit notice
for two reasons: they are evidence of progress made over a
period of twenty years, and they show the terrifying back-
wardness of the peasant. (See Table II, p. 51).

Bobrzynhski, author of Dzieje Polski (Annals of Poland)

held the post of Vice President of the Board of Education
for eleven years, and had a decisive influence on its pol-
jcies. His theory of education concerning the peasants!
schools was based on the belief that young people should not
be encouraged to aspire to social groups above that into
which they had been born. The teachers were forbidden to
express opinions about the schools in public or even at con-
ferences, nor could they criticize the teaching program or
the textbooks. Those who did not accept these restraints
were transferred to less favourable positions. Teachers were
reprimanded for teaching patriotic songs, forbidden to speak
about the Constitution of May 3, 1791, and were constantly
observed to insure that the teaching in peasant schools was
1imited to the minimum standard, in accordance with the pol-

fcy of the Austrian government. In 1895, the educational
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6
Table II. Illiteracy in Galicia .

Year Number Percent of population
1880 3,787,298 77%
1890 3,727,175 67%
a
1900 3,387,378 57%
a
Men over six years - 52.27%
Women over six years - 60.71%
6

Franciszek Bujak, Wie$ Zachodnio-Galicyjska w

SchyZku XIX Wieku, Lwdw, Towarzystwo Dla Popierania SpéXczes-
nych Nauk w Krakowie, 1905, p. 92.
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program based on the 188l proposals of the Board of Education
was approved by the Emperor. In this way the ideas of the
Stanczykites and thelr program became a reality; its basic
object — the keeping of the peasant children in their en-
vironment and blocking the road to higher education —

seemed assured.

The peasant delegates realized the situation of their
class in the field of education. Individuals such as Bojko,
Bernadzinski and Milan openly attacked the Stanczykites!' pro-
gram. Bojko expressed the opilnion that there were some del-
egates who wished to see peasant children study for no more
than church organists or grave diggers. Delegate Bernadzins-
ki characterized the situation as a Holy Alliance formed to
keep the peasant in darkness; 1t 1s easier to ride a blind
peasant than a trained horse, he said. There were others,
WysZuch, the theorist, and Stapinhski, who openly fought all
limitations imposed upon the peasants.8

Among those who tried to improve the lot of the
peasants was the Rev. StanisZaw Stojalowski. Beginning with
the publication of a weekly, he entered actlve political
1life in 1875. He fought goverrnment policies, the intelli-

gentsia, and village capitalistic interests —— which were

7 $wietochowski, Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 365-366.

8 Feldman, 0p. cit., Vol. II, p. 6l.
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mostly Jewish — whenever they harmed the peasants in any
way. He hoped to improve the peasant educationally, econo-
mically and socially through a program based on religious
faith, As a result of his activities, the first peasants!
convention took place at Lwow in 1877. Because of his radi-
cal ideas, he was excommunicated and forced to live in hilding
for many years.9
After Stojalowski's dlsappearance from active polit-
ical life, his ideas were perpetuated by others. A group of

his supporters formed the "Polski Zwigzek Ludowo-Narodowy"

(Polish National Alliance of Peasants), in the year 1909.

However, at an earlier date, there occurred a split iIn the

ranks of his followers, and "Towarzystwo Demokratyczne'

(Democratic Association), with its official organ Przyjaciel

Ludu (People's Friend), was formed in 1894. The leaders of

this group comprised of K, Lewakowicz, Boleslaw and Maria
Wysluch and J. Bojko. One year later this group changed 1ts

name to "Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe" (Polish Peasant Party),

with H. Rewakowlcz as president. Its opposition to Stoja-

lowski was imbedded in the belief that Christianity was

0
" .. an unnecessary star on the I‘orehaad".l

9 Swietochowski, Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 393-39%L.

10 Ibid., p. 397 ("Niepotrzebna gwiazdka na czole").
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The Problem of Land Division

The gradual division of the land among the peasants
created serious economic problems in Galicia. In 1848, the
peasants received the right to own land, Between 1862 and
1869, laws ended the vassalage of the peasant to the noble;
it was provided that servitude was to end with the death of
the peasant owner living at the time the laws were enacted;
also, the privileges of the vassal would be continued for
that period. The privilege to dispose of his own lands was
also granted to the peasant in this period.ll

Thus this ellimination of vassalage, and the process
of inheritance led to the division of the land. The nobility
realized that the growth of population would lead to con-
tinuing division of peasant property and would ensure an
adequate labour supply for the noble.12

The enactment of the law of November 1, 1868, had a
profound effect on the agrarian situation in Galicia. This
law provided for the revision of all previous political regu-

lations limiting the personal administration of the land.

It also stated that the peasant was free to sell his land

11 Jozef Buzek, Administracja Gospodarstwa SpoPecz-
nego, Lwédw, Tow. Nauczycieli Szké: wy2szych, 1913, p. 80.

12 Bujak, Op. cit., p. 59.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE POTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 55

and freed him from personal management of it, thus opening
to peasant landowner an avenue to income by the rental of
his lands. The ownership was not limited to the land in his
possession at the time of the law's passage, giving the
peasant the right to purchase additional land. The law of
June 27, 1868, forbade the division of land under private
contracts or in vassal arrangement with the manor.l3
The November 1868 law became effective on December §
of that year and numerous manorial lands were divided for
sale. Whereas before the division of manor lands had usually
brought colonists from other parts of Austria, this division
of land was limited in most cases to neighbourhood sales in
Galicia. The peasant, always wishing to own more land, be-
came the victim of land speculators. To get buyers and to
raise the price, land was offered for sale on credit. This
forced the peasant to borrow money at high rates from the
finance companies. Land prices rose so that the peasant was
not able to obtain sufficient income and was forced to seek
means of supplementing it. Hence peasant emigration, both

1h The final result

seasonal and overseas, became necessary.
of the law concerning the division of land and inheritance

was an increase of economically unsound peasant holdings.

13 Buzek, Op. cit., p. 135-136.

lh Ibid-’ po 125-1260
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Table III. Farml%abor Per Square Kilometer in Select-
ted Countries of Europe~“.

Nation Populationa Per Cent of Farm Laborers

Farm Labor per sq. kilom,
England 31 mil. 20 27
France 38 mil. 45 32
Hungary 16.3 mil, 66 33
Germany 46 mil. 42,5 L6
Poland (German?) 8 mil. 60 38
Bohemia 5.5 mil. 40 Lk
Ireland 5.1 mil. 75 Ly
Belgium 5.8 mil. 25 L9
Galicia 6ol mil, 74 60

a
Population figures dating to 1880's.

15
Stanisfaw Szczepanowski, Nedza Galicyi, Lwéw, Gub-
rynowicz i Schmidt, 1888, p. 1-2.
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Stanis¥aw Szczepanowski, in his book on the poverty
of the peasant in Galicia, which he published in 1888, notes
the increase of farm labour in Galicia (See Table III, p.56).

Another factor contributing to the economic plight
of the peasants was the backwardness of production methods
and the use of obsolete farm tools. The tools in use in
1850 were the same as those used in the eighteenth century.
The wooden plough was still standard, and it was not until
1860 that the metal plow was introduced. Antiquated methods
and tools produced poor quality wheat, and famines were a
common occurrence among the peasants. The fallure of the
crops in 1847, 1854, 1855, and the famine of 1871-1873
brought about typhus epidemics, decimating the population.
Again, the slowness of agricultural progress smong the
peasants can be attributed to thelr conservatism and distrust
of new ideas.16

Statistics dealling with causes of death, based on
the government report for the year 1900, become notable in
view of the fact that this year was considered as a period

17

of considerable improvement in the peasant situation.

16 pujak, Op. cit., p. 66-67.

17 $wiqtochowski, Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 369.
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Galicia Bohemia
Diphtheria - Tih1 - 19}
Whooping-cough - 9203 -1150
Scarlet fever - 6742 - 596
Typhus - L67 - 11
Typhoid - 3199 - 610
Smal l-pox - 326 - 11

The law of 1868 eliminated any control on usury,
giving the speculators an opportunity to exploit the needy
peasants. This led to the creation of private credit and
loan companies. The peasants could not use credit for pro-
duction purposes, but only for personal needs, such as the
payment of debts or for living expenses prior to harvest.
Many of the loans acquired by the peasants were imprudent
ones for such purposes as weddings, christenings and costly
court trials. The creditors usually were Jews, wealthier
peasants, and landed nobllity who charged the peasants one
to five cents interest for one zXoty per week; this could
accrue to a yearly rate of 260 per cent. Many creditors
gave loans for the definlte purpose of acquiring the peasant
lands; promlssory notes were devised expressly so that the
peasant would be unable to pay, and charges were extorted
for extensions. In many cases this procedure ended with the

acqulsition of the debtor's property.18

18 Buzea, Op. cit., p. 699.
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The manors developed a system of credit whereby the
peasant received money loans. This loan was to be paid back
in cash, and the interest in form of work at the manor for
one day a week. The loans of the manor were usually between
fifteen and thirty zXotych. The working day, as payment of
the interest, was valued at twenty five cents, increasing
the interest rate from forty three to eighty one per cent.19

Credit loans were not limited to the peasant groups.
The manor, to meet its expenses, also borrowed money. How-
ever, it was the small property of the peasants that was

greatly affected. Perhaps the best example of exploitation

at the cost of the peasants is the so~called "Bank W¥oscian-

ski" (Peasants' Bank), functioning from 1868 to 188L4. The

first president of the bank, appointed by the Emperor, was
the Metropolitan Rev. Spirydyon Litwinowicz. This bank gave
peasants loans only on first mortgages. Actually, for every
hundred zlotych lent, the borrower, after payment of fees,
received only sixty-six z¥otych. It must be remembered that
this bank was state controlled and not a private company
operated by speculators. Yet, thls bank charged twelve to
fifteen per cent for late payments; between the years of

1873 and 1883, this bank auctioned 6,572 peasant hom.esteads.zD

19 1pid., p. 699-700.

20 Bujak, Op. cit., p. 72.
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Private speculators lent money to the peasants,
usually at fifty to a hundred and fifty per cent interest.
In the majority of cases, interest charges were collected
weekly. Village Jews were actively engaged in money loans.
Between 1873 and 1888, Jewish money lenders auctioned 9,041
peasant households compared with 3,700 executed by Christian
speculators. Thus, from the year 1873, property sales did
not diminish and the actual amount of debts increased.21

Stanislaw Tarnowski, propagator of conservative

ideas, expressed his concern in Przeglad Polski (Polish

Review), on July 1, 1876.

To the noticeable impoverishment of the country
through numerous uninterrupted elemental defeats,
and the promises and bankruptcy of the Vienna stock
market, we add the possessions of the nobles in debt,
sold in large numbers to the Germans or the Jews,
We also add the peasant lands that through misfortune,
usury, bills of exchange, passed by thousands into
Jewish hands, indicating the slipping away of land
from under our feet and from our hands. From these
calculations, the results of ten years will bg sad;
we are defeated everywhere and at all points. 2

2l 1pid., p. 73.

22 pgrnowski, Op. cit., Vol. I, p. 121 ("... znaczne
zuboZzenie kraju przez szereg nieprzerwanych klgsk elementar-
nych, iprzez skutki obietnic i bankructw gileidy wiedenskiej,
dodajemy majatki szlacheckie zadkuZone, w sporej czgdci
Niemcom lub Zydom sprzedane, grunta wtodcianskie przez nieo-
patrznodd, przez lichwy, przez weksle, przechodzgce tysiacami
w rgce 2ydowskie, zlemie usuwajgca sig nam z pod nog 1 wymy-
kajgca z rgk, a z tego obrachunku pokaze sig po latach die-
sieciu smutny rezultat, ze jestedmy pobici, wszedzie i na
wszystkich punktach.").
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The economic distress of the peasant, created by
ignorance, reckless borrowing and mortgaging of land, and
the divlision of land among inheritors, led to alcoholism and
antisemitism. The nobility, struggling for economic survi-
val, exploited the peasant. The shortsightedness of the
Austrian legislature did not help the situation.

The attempts to control usury proved ineffective and
incomplete. Laws of 1877 and 1881 only concerned money
loans. It was understood that a usurer was one who took un-
falr advantage of the recklessness, inexperience or weak-
mindedness of the borrower, thereby increasing his wealth by
causing the possible economic ruin of the client. The laws
accomplished only one thing, the limiting of the interest
charged by companies; however, usury in rural district was

not eliminated.23

Impact of Industry on the Village

The debts, poor land, famines and crop failures led
the peasant to seek a supplementary income. At first, the
peasant sought employment on the larger homesteads and
neighbouring manors. As the population grew, and more
peasents lost their lands, farm labour became abundant,

leaving many jobless and hungry. The peasant then looked to

23 Buzek, Op., cit., p. 701.
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Hostern 532%3354: Yearly Food Consumption Per Person in
Country | wheat | potatoes|meat| milk|beer| wine |alcohol |sugar -
Kilograms Liters Kilog.
England | 200 | 180 50 | 200 [125| 2.5 2.5 | 30 |
France 28k 255 3% | 1% | 22102 L 10
Belgium 235 310 35| 168 {145 3 5 7
Germany 200 300 33| 184 | 90| 4.6 8.5 7
Hungary 182 100 24 | 185 4| Lo 8.5 7
Galicia 11k 310 10 | 120 10 2 7 2

N.B. Statistics date to 1880's,

2k
Szczepanowski, Op. cit., p. 26.
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the towns, and eventually to neighbouring countries for em-
ployment.

The subsistence level on which the peasant existed
is well exemplified by Szczepanowski's statistics (See Table
IV, p. 62).

Low immunity against epidemics and sickness can be
attributed to inadequate food consumption. The poor health
of the peasants was a contributing factor to the brevity of
the life span in Galicia. During the 1880's, the average
length of life in Galicia was twenty-seven years as compared
to forty-one in England.

Galicia had the lowest agrarian productivity of
Europe in 1883, yet it exported one fourth of its products.
This resulted from the lack of industry which forced imports.
To be able to import, there is a need for money only acquired
through exports. The export of food stuffs aggravated the
problem of food consumption at home and indicated the lack
of purchasing power of all social classes.as

The latter part of the nineteenth century was a
period of great industrial development in Europe — but not
in Galicia. It is evident from previously indicated statis-
tical data that the peasant was unable to survive on his
land. In desperation he turned toward industry to supplement

his incomse.

25 Ipid., p. L3.
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After the Partition of Poland, industries such as
stills, paper mills, steel mills, glass works, textile mills,
sugar and leather works were supported by the Austrian admind
istration. After 1811, the province of Galicia was serious-
ly considered by the Austrian authorities for agrarian de-
velopment. This changed after 1830, under the rule of Arch-
duke Ferdynand d'Este and Baron Krieg, when a definite
theory of economic exploitation of Galicia was developed.

As late as 1850, industry was still a means of support to a
number of people in the most western part of Galicia.26

However, by 1870, most of the Galician industry was
abandoned. Germans from Westphalia purchased lands rich in
coal deposits in the Krakow district only to let them lie
idle. Limitations were also placed on the development of
0il fields, salt and potassium mining. Agricultural produc-
tion and forestry were stifled by administrative rules and
regulations and by customs and tariffs. The Polish nobility,
on the other hand, although influential in Vienna, 4id not
know or did not wish to remedy this situation, being concer-~
ned solely with thdr own position and with the interest of

2
the empire. 7

26 Bujak, Op. cit., p. 83-8.

27 Wradystaw Pobdg-Malinowski, Najnowsza Historia
Polski 186}-1945, Paris, primerie de 1a S.N.l.&., 1953,
V01. r, Pe 32-‘.-35'
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A similar situation developed in the peasant indus-
tries which included the production of earthenware, peasant
furniture, wooden boards, charcoal, tar, and dry fruits. Rope
making, masonry and showmaking were limited to towns and
cities that also served as market places for the products of
peasant industry. Here the reasons for decline were of a
different nature. The introduction of railroads and fac-
tories caused its ruln., By the third quarter of the nine-
teenth century little remained of this peasant industry. To
meet demands, foreign products were introduced by agents, anq
distributed mostly by Jews in the towns and villages. The
peasant needing cash to purchase goods became involved with
local loan speculators who, at the same time, also distribu-
ted goods.28

The natural increase of population definitely in-
ecreased the peasant problem in Galicia. An estimate for the
period between 1864 and 1913 indicates a rise of population
from five to sight million.29

All these factors contributed to the emergence of a
new peasant class. A member of this class, in the majority

of cases, did not own land, and worked as a migratory season-

al farm hand, or an unskilled industrial labourer. The

28 Bujak, Op. cit., p. 89.

29 Jan Tambor, Trwanie Zycia Ludzkiego w Krakowie,
Krakow, Nakadem Polskiej Akademji Umie jetnosci, 1930, p. 40.
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railroads drew peasant communities out of their isolation
into contact with the external world. The growth of industry
In European cities seemed to provide a partial answer for the
problem of the peasants. Emigration necessitated by economic
developments gave them new hope for economic advance and
opened a way to social ambition. The movement, in itself,
proved to be an education for the peasant, who now learned
of a new higher standard of living.3o

The beginnings of seasonal emigration date from 1850

when the "Gérale" (Polish Mountaineers) left their villages

to work in the fields of the lowlands of Galicia and Russian
Poland. A greater movement of people became evident with the
building of fortifications in Krakow between 186l and 1866,
and in Przemyc between 1880 and 1885. However, the 1870's
mark a greater foreign seasonal emigration. Polish workers
went to German Silesia, Rumania and Hungary to work in the
fields, mines, railroad construction, and in brick kilns.31
The greatest seasonal emigration from Galicia went to
Germany. There, the worker was employed not only in agricul-

ture in the north-east and south which the rise of German in-

dustry had deprived of domestic labour, but in many branches

30 Wm, I, Thomas and Florian Zaanieckl, The Polish
Peasant in Europe and America, Chicago, University of Chica-
go, 1918, Vol. I, p. 109.

31 Bujax, Op. cit., p. 76-77.
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of German industry also dependent on a supply of foreign
labour. Two reasons explain why the German farmer imported
foreign labour from Russia and from Austria. Basically, the
German landowner was afraid that the unemployed city workers
would spread socialism while working on the farm; besides,
the city workers would not teke lower rural wages and live

on a lower rural standard. The use of agents was necessary
to recruit foreign labour. The agents signed contracts cal-
ling for certain number of workers, and then had them shipped
to places of employment.

In Silesia, the pay was ninety cents to one mark and
thirty cents per day, or about thirty marks per month; in
Galicia, the worker would receive for the same labour fifty
to sixty cents per day, or fifteen marks per month. Many
agents took advantage of this situation and contracted wor-
kers for lower pay than the standard called for in Silesia.
Usually, the workers were contracted for twenty eight to
thirty marks per month, with the provision that the agents
should get the money. He then proceeded to pay about fifteen
marks, basing the payments on the Galician standard. In
1899 Silesian and Saxon sugar factories made such contracts.
The agent was then able to meke a profit of about forty five
cents daily on each worker. Thus, on two thousand workers
supplied, after a period of seven months, the agent profited

by about two hundred thousand marks. Above this, the agent
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received money for travelling expenses from both the employer
and the employee, and a special commission for signed con-
tracts.32

The life of a Polish worker was not easy for many
reasons. The conditions in which he lived whille working for
the German employer, and the bad treatment of immigrant wor-
kers was a cause of many broken contracts. The whipping of

workers and calling them "Polacken" and "Polnische Schweine",

were other causes of discontent. Provisions to protect the
employers were evident in laws concerning Poles and Czechs
coming from Austria and Russia; these provisions stated that
Poles could only be employed from February 1 to December 20.
In this way the worker had to leave the country, lose his
seniority and be rehired at a low wage.33

It is estimated that between 1906 and 1911, the num-
ber of seasonal workers going to Germany totalled 1,3914,539.3Jr
Seasonal emigration provided a training ground for the Gall-
cian peasant, who now acquired a practical knowledge of

foreign standards of living. Overseas emlgration provided

the most logical solution to the problems of the Galiclan

32 Leopold Caro, Emigracja 1 Polityka Emigraeyjna,
Poznar, Ksiggarnia Sw. Wojciecha, 191lL, p. 263-26l.

33 1bid., p. 277-278.

34 1p14., p. s2.
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peasant., The problems were due to lack of education, unwise
division of land, debts, and the natural increase of papula-
tion. All these factors contributed to the increase of land-
less farm workers, and to the poverty of the small peasant
land owner, forced to seek supplementary income to keep his
family alive. Limitations on industrialization in Galicia,
after a pact of mutual co-operation between Germany and Aus-
tria in 1879, only aggravated the situation.

The Polish peasant, able to live in an agricultural
community for a number of generations, had not undergone any
important changes in class, nationality or profession. In-
dustrial development between 1860 and 1910 created an exter-
nal influence that disturbed the peasant community. Creation
of new professions tended to weaken the old regional bonds.
The peasant, forced to seek employment elsewhere, entered a
new class of workers and, in many cases, a complete break
with the old community or even the famlly followed.35

At the same time, progress was made in awakening
class consciousness in the peasant. A number of publicationsg
and associations contributed to this, The emergence of the

Polish Peasant Party suffices as an example. Seasonal emi-

gration provided another important development in the peasant

35 Thomas and Znaniecki, OE- cit., p. 98-99.
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mentality. Awakened from his stupor by economic catastrophy
he began to seek improvement. He acquired a national aware-
ness, and in Galicia he became a considerable political force
by the end of World War I, His Polish patriotism matured as
a result of the treatment he received from employers in
other parts of Europe. The process of assimilation in North
America played its part on the development of national con-
scimsness in the peasant class. The situation existing on
the eve of the great emigration, the actual process of emi-
gration and the problem of assimilation is left for analysis
in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER IV

THE GREAT EMIGRATIONS

Sltuation on Eve of Emigration

Polish patriotism and the struggle for independence
under the partitioning powers was limited to the nobility and
Intelligentsia. Preoccupied with activity in this direction
prior to 1863, and with the struggle for cultural survival
within the framework of materialistic existence after 1863,
this group overlooked the potentialities of the peasant classi
The peasang group, considered merely as a labour force, was
kept in ignorance, and lncapable of harbouring national sen-
timents., Few reformers realized that the future strength of
Polish national survival rested in the peasantry. To combat
the conservative views of the nobility and the blindness of
the Austrian authorities, reform movements began forming the
Agrarian Societies and eventually the Polish Peasant Party.
The Polish peasant, on the other hand, felt bitterly
against the nobility and blamed them for his economic plight.
The economic catastrophe in Galicia affected the peasant pro-
foundly, producing two distinct results. First, owing to the
migratory work of the peasant, he became aware of both the
economic conditions and opportunities outside Galicla, and

became conscious of his national background. The peasant
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political movement 1in Galicia, led by various reformers, can
be consldered as a positive achievement. The second major
result may be seen in the great emigration to North and South
America.

However, the economic conditions had a devastating
effect on the morality of a large part of the peasant group.
Alcoholism and theft became popular among the peasants. The
year 1898, the time of complete emergence from the remaining
bonds of serfdom, left many peasants in abysmal poverty and
ignorance. The peasant was immature, indifferent to his
class problems and lacked constructive thoughts for his im-
provement, His singing and dancing came in part from alco-
holism. As early as 1863, prior to the greater growth of
alcoholism, there was one tavern for two hundred to three
hundred people, or one tavern for each thirty to fifty house-
holds.l

In the village, the Jewish storekeeper was usually a
liquor dealer, often without license. Exorbitant rate of
interest on loans was usually charged by him, and at times
he was a recelver of stolen goods. Thomas and Znaniecki,
prominent students of Polish peasants, state that "... usual-

ly Jews managed only the commercial side, ... leaving robbing

1 Franciszek Bujak, Wies Zachodnio-Galicyjska u
SchyZku XIX Wieku, Lwéw, Towarzystwo dla Popierania Sporecz-
nych Nauk w Krakowie, 1905, p. 109.
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Table V. Comparison of Taxation and National Income
Per Person in Galicia With That of Other European Countries®.

P

National income per Taxation per Taxation as a fraction
persona person average natggnal income
Prussia 200 zX 100 zX 1/20
Belgium 300 zX 19.5 zX 1/15
England 450 zYX 46 zX 1/10
Rumania 100 zX about 9  zX 1/10
France 350 zX 48  zx 1/8
Hungary 100 z¥ 19 =zX 1/5
Galicia 5 zX 9 zX 1/5
a

Statistics concern 1880's.

2
Stanis¥aw Szczepanowski, Nedza Galicyi, w cyfrach i
program energicznego rozwoju gospodarstwa krajowego, Lwbw,
Gubrynowicz i Schmidt, p. 31.
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or transporting of contraband to the peasants."3

The meagerness of income in comparison with other
countries, contributed to the poor social conditions in Gali-
cia. The Austrian administration, partly because of ignor-
ance of the situation and partly because of planned exploita-
tion, imposed taxation beyond the peasants! ability to pay.
This hardship 1s quite evident when a comparison of income
in relation to taxation is made in fractions (See Table V,
pP. 73).

Although Hungary's taxation equalled one fifth of
the national income per person as in the case of Galicia,
there were noticeable differences. The Galician peasant,
burdened by debts, was forced to pay higher prices for impor-
ted necessities. In this way his purchasing power was lim-
ited and his standard of living lowered further.

The love of land and the opportunity of its acquisi-
tion after the law of 1868, left the peasant a victim of
speculators. To the Galician peasant, the land meant social
and economic position. Socialistic and communistic doctrineﬂ

L

were thus unacceptable to him. Knowing this, the specula-

tors exploited the peasant to the fullest; the prices of

3 William Thomas, and Florian Znanlecki, The Polish
Peasant in Europe and America, Boston, R.C. Badger, 1919,
VOl. IV’ p' 7,4"75-

L Ibid., Vol. I, p. 161.
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land increased to a point where sale prices did not meet the
productivity value of land. In order to achieve social
standing in his communlty, the peasant went willingly into
debt. A comparison of land values throws light on this
situation.

Table VI. Comparison of land values of Europeag
nations and of Galicia in the 1880's

Nations Land value per person
France 1600 zX
England 1200 zX
United States 1000 zX
Austria (without Galicia) 500 zX
Galicia 235 zX

Although the figure for Galicia seems insignificant
in comparison with those for nations of greater economic
wealth, it was relatively high for a poor province, such as
Galicia was in the 1880's. The comparison becomes more
significant when the national income per capita of that

period is analyzed (Table V, p. 73).

5 Szczepanowski, Op. cit., p. 35.
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The discontent was growing in the peasant group.
Only a small portion of this can be attributed to the agita-
tion of the reformers. The Ruthenian (Ukrainian) peasant
strikes of 1901 and 1902 were due to the socialist activity
of Daszynski and Ernest Breiter. Although the strikes were
more of a political nature against Polish status in the
Province of Galicia, they suffice to show how the peasantry,
as a class, was able to act in unison. During an investiga-
tion following the strikes, it became evident that Brelter
visited Ukrainlan villages posing as a government administra-
tor urging strikes and promising a division of Polish manor
lands without any cost to the peasant. Both Daszynski and
Breiter defended their action as a movement against economic
exploitation and misery, being critical of Polish and the
provinclal administration.6

The paerliamentary reforms of 1905 signify the poli-
tical emergence of the peasant. The strength of the Polish
Circle was weakened and the control of the conservatives
slowly passed into the hands of other groups. This arrange-
ment gave the Austrian authorities a greater measure of con-
trol in Galicia. Galicia consisted of fifty six peasant dis-

tricts with seventy-two seats, and fifty-four city districts

6 Stanislaw Glabinski, Wspomienia Polityczne, Peplin|
Nak. Drukarni i Ksiegarni Sp. z 0. Odp., 1939, p. 5.
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with fifty-four seats.7

The economic conditions had the greatest effect on
the peasant class, leading to numerous consequences. The
political and social aspects have already been analyzed. The
seasonal emigration of farm hands introduced new ideas and
attitudes into this group. What remalns for analysis is the
effect of emigration on both the province of Galicia and the
emigrant.

Bujak, an authority on Polish peasant, considered
emigration as being very beneficial to the peasant class.
He considered emigration helpful for the preservation and
development of peasant culture. Galicia itself gained posi-
tive benefits from emigration. The workers remaining in Ga-
licila were able to earn a better living and thus could avoid
falling into a state of barbaric poverty.8 The most produc-
tive and educated elements of the peasant class did not emi-
grate; the majority of the emigrants came from the lower

9

urban and peasant groups.
The Mass Emigration

The backwardness of the peasant was qulite evident to

the so-called Agents, representing steamship lines and

7 Ibid., p. 81 (see pages 75 to 82 on reforms of 190§

8 Bujax, 0p. cit., p. 79-80.
9 Thomas and Znaniecki, Op. cit., Vol. I, p. 3.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DPOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

THE GREAT EMIGRATION 78

foreign companies, who encouraged them to emigrate to North
and South America. Under their influence, through the exam-
ple of others, and through his desire for economic improve-
ment, the Polish peasant emigrated to different parts of the
world. His ignorance and innocence were exploited in numer-
ous ways even prior to his departure. This was true espe-
clally in the beginning of the great emigration dating to
the 1890's, The aim of the agents was to send as many emi-
grants as possible to America. The peasant had to pay a fee
for the service of an agent. Furthermore, numerous sub-
contractors working for the agents exploited the peasants in
all possible ways to maeke a profit. A feeling of antagonism
was fostered by them among the peasants against the manors
and the clergy who attempted to prevent the emlgration.
Typlcal of exploitation carried on by the agents was
that of Jacob Klausner and Simon Herz agency in Odwiecim
during 1890. They bribed all the local officials, including
police and railway conductors, to facilitate a greater emi-
gration. They charged greater amounts for ocean passage
than was required, double for those of military age, sold
worthless advertisements as passage tickets, and cheated
many in the exchange of money. Peasants who objected were
locked in barns and beaten. Abraham Landerer, one of the
agents, had his assistant ring an alarm clock, claiming it

signalled telephone inquiry about passage; later another
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ring signified the answer, usually affirmative, for which the
peasant paid a special fee. He also used the alarm clock to
ask the "American Emperor" whether he would permit that par-
ticular emigrant to enter. For this assurance,an extra fee
was charged. When a swindler, dressed as a doctor, refused
to qualify a perspective emigrant, the emigrant was advised
to bribe the fake medical examiner. Even peasant dress re-
ceived special attention; the emigrants were informed that
those in peasant clothing would not be admitted to America.
Lowenberg, one of this syndicate, had a store full of
clothing for this purpose.lo

Missler, a Bremen agent, became publicly known for
his transactions. In 1899, he was able to convince 350 emi-
grants wishing to go to Canada to emigrate to Hawal for work
on coffee and sugar plantations. Their treatment on the ship
was as that of slaves, as they were to be sold on their ar-
rival. In the Austrial Parliament, delegate Wielowlejski
spoke in 1896, describing the tales that were told to the
peasants by agents. The peasants were made to believe that
in America there are milk trees — a notch will make the
milk flow — and that, for household duties, there were apes

10 Leopold Caro, Emigracja i Polityka Emigeacyjna,
Poznah, Ksiegarnia Sw. Wojciecha, 1914, p. 82-9;.
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in America available at no cost to the immigrant.

Another story was used to persuade the Ruthenians to
emigrate to Brazil., Agents spread the rumor that Brazil was
an Austrian province, ruled by Archduke Rudolph, but that the
Poles were making all attempts to keep this from the exploited
Ruthenian people.12

Before emigration, and at embarkatlon ports, the
peasants provided potential income to local hotels, taverns,
and lodging houses. They could be cheated for their lodgings
and food, especially in the German ports. People holding
Holland-American Steamship Line tickets were able to get
better accommodations at ports of departure and on ship. To
save money, peasants usually took third class passage. Third
class was located at the bottom of the ships, where cabins
were small and had little air. Ships travelling to the
United States and Canada were known to hawe better conditilons
whereas Austrian ships sailing to South America were known
as the worst. The Immigrants complained about the food —
rotten herrings, uncleaned potatoes, rancid lard, smelly meat,
dirty water, and unwashed dishes and silverware — the lack

of respect on the part of the stewards and the indifference

11l garol Wachtl, Polonia w Ameryce, Philadelphia,
Naklad autora, 194}, p. 68.

12 Caro, Op. cit., p. 89.
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of doctors to needy patients. Dr. Emil H. Dunikowski, on his
trip to the United States for the University of Lwow in 1892,
described third class accommodations. Any one travelling by
this class had to stay at the bottom of the ship, "... in
dirt and stuffiness, treated like cattle."l3

The Polish peasant emigration from Austria-Hungary
generally went through German ports. There is a definite
reason for this movement. In order to understand this, the
statistics concerning emigrants should be reviewed (See

Table VII).

Table VII. Austro-Hungarian Emigrationlﬁrom German
Ports Between 1870 and 1910

ene——
—n—

Place of destination Number of Emilgrants
United States 2,275,733
Canada 68,542
Brazil 22,095
Argentina 18,966
Rest of America 1,517
Rest of the World 2,472

Total 2,389,325

13 Emil Habdank Dunikowski, Wsrdd Polonii w Ameryce,
Lwéw, P, Starzyk, 1893, p. 7 ("... w brudzie 1 zadusze,
traktowany jak bydXo").

™ Garo, op. cit., p. 35.
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The cost of passage to New York or to Canada on the
Hamburg-Amer ika Line was 189 marks. Passage to South America
on the Norddeutscher Lloyd Lines, to Rio de Janeilro and
Buenos Aires, amounted to 180 marks; children under twelve
years of age were charged half fare. In an overall calcula-
tion, the average passage brought 160 marks per emigrant,
either child or adult, into the treasury of the shipping
lines. Thus 2,389,325 emigrants, at 160 marks per person,
brought to the shipping lines in Germany alone, over a period
of forty years, 382,292,000 marks. Thus the development of
the German shipping lines may in part be attributed to the
profit made on the emigrants. Small wonder that the agents
made an immense effort to push the emigrants through German
ports.lS
Emigration of Poles to various countries created a
danger of underpopulation in various districts, and developed
the problem of minorities. This was foreseen by few during
the period of emigration, but the effects became evident
after the First World War and led to the loss of Eastern
"Poland since 1945. The failure to realize this can be attri-
buted, as far as it concerns the Poles, to the conservatism
of the ruling classes. The peasant, being uneducated,

without any profound national feeling, and partly demoralized

15
Ibid., p. 36.
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by economic conditions, cannot be held responsible. Howsever,
would not be fair to place all the blame to the conservatives.
The Austrian policy, in order to maintain political and ad-
ministrative control, encouraged the cultural and national
ambitions of minorities. The Poles and the question of their
independence were to be kept in check by accentuating the
national differences between the Poles and the Ukrainians.

In the case of the Ukrainians, the Austrian authorities
wished to forestall and eliminate Russian influences by sup-
porting the rebirth of national consciousness. It sufflces
to say that Polish emigration helped the Austrian government
to divide and rule its minorities. Statistics concerned with
population losses illuminate the minorities problem.

The population of Galicia rose from five to eight
million between 1863 and 1913.16 However, in comparison with
other provinces and countries, it declined in the latter part
of the nineteenth century. Austria's natural increase held
fourth place in 1880, and ninth by 1910. Thus, during the
great emigration, the natural increase was lowered consider-
ably. Meanwhile, the emigration moved from western to east-
ern Galicia between 1890 and 191k ; the early mass emigration
came from western Galicia, after 1900 from central Galicila,

and after 1910 from eastern Galicia. Statistics concerned

16 See Chapter III, page 65.
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Table VIII. Ef&imated Population Losses in Galicia
between 1880 and 1910-7.

Population losses in Population losses in

Western Galicia Eastern Galicia
Years a

All Polish districts Polish population

percentage
50% | 50~-25% | Less than
25%
1880-90 74,218 25,801 4,018 2,511
1890~-1900 169,216 10,211 | 108,978 16,786
1900~10 22%,318 29,603 | 206,979 35,724
b

Total 467,725 14,013 | 319,975 55,02;J

Cc \'4
Total 389,009

a

Total Polish loss in western and eastern Galicia
605,126,
b

Total loss of all Galicia (Poles and Ukrainians),
856,761,
c
out of total 389,009 Polish losses 137,374
Ruthenians (Ukrainians)- 251,635,

17
Caro, Op. cit., p. 25.
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Wwith emigration and with birth and death rates 1lndicate that
the total loss between 1880 and 1910 amounted to 10.74 per
cent of the Galician population. In 1910 the population in
Galicia was 7,980,477. The Polish losses in Galicia were

18
estimated at three times as great as the Ukrainian.

From a Polish point of view, considering the former
size and power of Poland, emigration of the peasant was of
profound importance. Caro, a student of Polish emigration,
underlined this fact quite clearly.

The weakening of the Polish element in central

Galicia (between the WisXa and San rivers), corres-
ponds to the almost catastrophic losses between
Przemysl and Lwow. These losses tend to endanger
Lwow with settlements in the eastern provinces by
isolation from the pith of Polish western Galilcia.
Ruthenian predominance is growing here with every
day, and if we fail to regulate our emigration, it
must lead inevitably to a catastrophe.

Figures concerning the actual number of emigrants
from all parts of partitioned Poland are not reliable. This
is also true of emigration from Galicia. Basically this is

due to the lack of statistics, the incompleteness of figures,

18 gee Table VIII, p. 84.

19 Caro, Op. cit., p. 30 ["Oslabienu 2ywioXu polskie-
go w Galicyi srodkowej, miedzy Wislg a Sanem, odpowiadajg
wprost katastrofalne straty migdzy Przemys$lem a Lwowem,
zagra2ajgce odcigciem Lwowa 1 osad w powiatach wschodnich,

of rdzenia polskiej Galicyl zachodniej.

Przewaga ruska rozrasta tu z dniem kazdym i o ile

nie potrafimy uregulowad naszej emigracyi, doprowadzid musi
niechybnie do katastrofy.").
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the basing of figures on citizenship rather than on national
origin.

Buzek, in his study of emigration, offers an estimate
of losses based on the difference between emigration from and
Immigration into Galicia. The loss by emigration between
1870 and 1880 was calculated at only two thousand people,
increasing to sixty one thousand between 1881 and 1890. The
number increased to 303,000 between 1891 and 1900, and final-
ly to 489,000 people between 1901 and 1910. Between the
years 1891 and 1910 the total emigration was estimated at
792,000, of which the Jews constituted 201,000, Roman Catho-
lies 270,000, Greek Catholics 303,000, and the Protestants
18,000. According to these statistics, the Polish emigration
was about 270,000, since most Poles were Roman Catholics.

The figures further indicate that 27,501 Poles went to South
America between 1873 and 1909. The number of Polish emi-
grants from Galicia to the United States between 1899 and
1909 is given as 372,134 persons. An additional estimate
for the years 1910 to 1913 is given — 2,000 emigrants a
year.

Other statistics dealing with the number of Poles
landing on the shores of United States are more extravagant.

Wahtl quoted statistics which claim almost ten million Polish

20 Buzek, OE. Cit., po 899-900-
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immigrants in America for the period between 1863 and 1911.21

Dr. Mieczyslaw Szawleski, another student of Polish immigra-
tion, reflecting Polish views of the post World War I period,
presents somewhat different statistical summaries. Referring
to American statistics, the figures for Polish immigration
to the United States between 1899 and 1914 from Austria-
Hungary reach 59h,665.22

Wladyslaw Grabski, reviewing emigration from Russian
Poland, in his statistical analysis of 35,646 emigrants, showg
that 28,206, or 79.1%, were from rural districts and 7,440,
23

or 20.9%, were from citles. It seems safe to assume that
about eighty per cent of the emigrants were peasants. The
discrepancy between the statistics offered by Buzek and Szaw-
leski on the total emigration from Galicia is between ninety
to one hundred thousand. The figure of five hundred thousand
may be accepted as total emigration for the period beginning
in 1899 and ending in 1914. Assuming that eighty per cent
were peasants, the Pollsh peasant emigration from Galicia in
the period of great emigration reached roughly four hundred

thousand. The remaining one hundred thousand emigrants came

from towns and cities,

21 ywahtl, Op. cit., p. 57.

22 Mieczys*aw Szawleski, Wychodzctwo Polskie w Sta-
nach Zjednoczonych Ameryki, Lwéw, Wyd. Ossolihskich, 192y,
po 16-170

23 1bid., cf. p. 16.
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Canada felt the tide of immigration between the years
1880 and 1910, when over 2,200,000 immigrants reached her
shores. The reports of the Supervisor of Immigration in
Canada for the years 1901 to 1910 indicate 7.25 per cent of
the total immigration was from Austria-Hungary, -— 105,5LL
persons. By 1910, the estimated number of immigrants from
Austris-Hungary reached 140,000, of which 30,000 were Poles,
and 80,000 Ukrainians, mostly from the Galiclan districts of
Mielnica, Brody, and Borszczow. Estimates of Ukrainian
arrivals from Austria and from Russia, in this period, raised

the number to 150,000.2,4

The Promised Land

The immigrants, after undergoing numerous hard ex-
periences at the port of exit, and during the transatlantic
trip, landed on the American continent suspicious, fearful
and helpless. Their attitude can be attributed to the
feeling of inferiority brought about by thelir social status
in Europe, and by their limited experience. The trip to
America required energy and courage on their part. Upon
arrival, they again became the prey of speculators. Many a

time they were greeted by their fellow contrymen who, after

24 garo, Op. cit., p. 183-18).

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DDOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

THE GREAT EMIGRATION 89

winning the confidence of the immigrants, robbed them of
whatever funds they had. Other swindlers promised to buy
tickets to the immigrants' place of desgination, putting the
victims on the proper train, but without tickets. A profound
problem developed as a result of the disappesasrance of young
ummarried women coming from Europe. By false promises of
marriage, many were sent to public houses and others shipped
to South America; this came to the attention of the American
authorities and the White Traffic Slave Act of 1910 curbed
this activity considerably.25

Notary publics, private bankers, real estate agents,
lawyers, small mail order houses, and even funeral underta-
kers exploited the inexperienced immigrants. For example,
real estate swindlers sold worthless lots at high prices,
claiming that the area was scheduled for industrial develop-
ment. The Polish immigrants, unable to speak English, had
recourse to foreign bankers, acting as employment agents,
creditors, notary publics and advisors. Beyond the fact that
high fees were charged for services rendered, risks were in-
volved when money was deposited with these banks, due to
their frequent brankruptcies; major examples of such bank-
ruptcies were those of Russel, Majerschak, Skrivanic and

Gajzowle of Pittsburgh, and Zottis of New York, whose

5 Szawleski, Op. cit., p. 66-67.
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brankruptey amounted to $700,000 in savings.

Many immigrants presented a social problem that came
to the attentlion of the public. Statistical data (see Table
IX] indicates in part some of the reasons for this. The
percentages of illiteracy show why the immigrants were victims
of numerous swindlers.

Table IX. Comparison of Illiteracy, Health

Conditions and Relief Problem of27
Immigrants in the United States.

Nation Illiterates at Sick within year On relief within
port of entry after entry year after entry

1901-04 1905-08 1901-04 1905-08 1901-04 1905-08

Germans 3.4 5.1 0.76 0.L47 1.56 1.21
Hungarians 9.5 10.5 0.33 0.24 0.47 0.48
Poles 27.5 32.2 0.66 0.55 0.68 0.95
Ruthenians 16.7 55.5 0.90 0.16 0.22 0.83
Rumanians h2.3 35.6 0.25 0.37 0,21 0.12
Italians 17.9 17.6 0.33 0.26 1.10 1.24
Jews 19.7 38.3 2.07 2.12 3.10 5.98

N.B. Percentage per one hundred immigrants.

26 caro, Op. cit., p. 162-163.

2T 1p14., p. 125.
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However, not all immigrants became victims of the
swindlers, and many established themselves very successfully.
Dr. Emil Dunikowski visited the United States in 1892 as a
representative of Lwow University and formed a favourable
opinion of the lot of the immigrants. He visited a part of
Chicago, called by the Poles Stanistawdw, located around Mil-
waukee Avenue and Noble Street, close to St. Stanislaus
Church. This church had the largest number of parishioners
(LO,000) of all Polish churches in the United States that
year.

The Polish section is, as everywhere in America,
made of wood and is poor. But this is of no wonder,
because our contrymen are here too short a time to
be able to afford marble castles. In time, that
point will be reached; but at present credit must be
given to those people, who, although they are working
as labourers, have been able to save enough to build
magnificent chugghes, schools, as well as wooden homes
for themselves.

Thus, the Polish-American colony replaced the old

country community and formed its own soclety. This soclety
found its own amusements in dances and plcnics. Its intel-

lectual interests were reflected in lectures, theatrical

productions and the publication of Polish language

28 Dunikowski, Op. cit., p. 61. ("Czedé polska jest,
jak wszgdzie w Ameryce - drewnlana i uboga, lecz nie dziw,
bo nasi rodacy ag tu za krdétko jeszcze, aby juz mogli byli
dorobie sig marmurowych palacéw, kiedy4 przyjdzie niewgtpli-
wie 1 do tego, na razie trzeba podziwiad tych ludzi, ktoérzy
pracujgqc przewaZnie jako wyrobnicy, potrafig tyle zXotyc, 2e
wznoszg, wspania¥e koscioly i szkoiy, a sobie budujg drewnia-
ne domki.")
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periodicals. Its religious activity, perhaps the strongest
binding force in this soclety, revolved around church services
and its biggest undertakings, the building of new churches.
This soclety became also a center of information for all new-
comers, whether from Europe or from different parts of the
United States.29
The immigrants, due to language difficulties and
because of their strong faith, tended to center around the
Polish church. The priest thus became the educator, the
social and spiritual leader. Clinging to the Polish language
the immigrants fostered the building of parochial schools for
their children. This movement was supported by the Polish
clergy. Thus in time a struggle for representation in the
church hierarchy developed. The Polish clergy organized 4n
agsociation calling for an appointment of a Bishop of Polish
descent. As a result of the third Polish Roman Catholiec
Congress and the initiative of the association of Polish
clergy, a delegation was sent to Rome, in 1903, with a list
of ten names. This resulted in the appointment of Rhode and

Trobec as Bishops.BO

29 Thomas and Znaniecki, 0p. cit., Vol. V, p. LO-Ul.

30 Wactaw Kruszka, Siedem Siedmidleci, Milwaukes,
Poznah, St. Adalbert Printery, 192}, Vol. I, p. TLS.
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The economic difficulties of the Poles in America
constitute a rather large field for exploration. The hours
of work were long, up to twelve hours per day, depending on
the job, and trade union conditions. Numerous accidents ac-
companied by many unhealthy working conditions faced the
Polish immigrant.31
The rate of pay was another concern to Polish immi-
grants. However, in comparison with the wages in Austria-
Hungary, the amount was larger and the cost of living lower,
giving the immigrant an opportunity to save. The differences
in the rate of pay merit notice. Statistics prepared in 1920
by the U.S. Department of Labour concerning union and non-
union workers in the steel industry serve as an example.

Table X. Average Hourly Wages in the United States

2
Steel Industry3

Years Unionized Labour Non-union Labour
1907 88 cents 15 cents
1910 87 cents 15 cents
191} 101 cents 18 cents
1915 101 cents 18 cents
1917 156 cents 29 cents
1919 250 cents 16 cents
1920 283 cents 50 cents

31 Caro, Op. cit., (for detailed information and sta-
tistical data concerning working conditions, see p. 146-153).

2
3 Szawleski, Op. cit., p. 61.
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Statistics concerning the number of Poles in America
have always presented a problem; numerous attempts have been
made at estimating the total in the United States. Figures
of three million, six million, eight million and even ten
million have been suggested. The same problem must be faced
concerning the distribution of Poles in different sections of
the United States. It is evident that the concentration of
Poles is in New England, the eastern states, and in the mid-
west. The Polish Statistical Bureau, organized under the
direction of Stanislaw Osada in Chicago, gave its findings
in 1921, based on the statisticecs of Polish parishes., It
estimated the number of Poles in America to over three mil-
lion. On the other hand, the United States census based its
findings on the number of Polish citizens and on national
background. Limiting the findings to the areas of greatest
Polish concentration these figures are compared in Table XI,
on page 95.

Poles in Canada found much better conditions and
were able to settle on farm land. Upon payment of ten dol-
lars the immigrant received 160 acres of land, provinding
that he would cultivate at least fifty acres for a period of
three years, live on the farm, and indicate his intention of
becoming a Canadian citizen. Many Poles séttled in Saskat-
chewan, Alberta, Manitoba; in western Ontario they concentra-

33

ted in and around Toronto and its industries.

33 CaI’O, Opo Cito, po 176-1770
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Table XI. Distribution of POl%ﬁ in Three Major Areas

of Concentration in the United4§tates

=

States New England States
12 T1° 111°
Maine 1,717 2,706
New Hampshire 3 997 5 950 9, 205
Vermont 1,726 3,503 3,722
Massachusets 69 157 108 335 145,822
Rhode Island 158 lO 900 16 578
Connecticut 46 4623 70 567 97 309
Total 131,378 199,255 275,342
Fastern States (Central Atlantic States)
New York 247,519 288 , 790 403,969
New Jersey 90,#19 004 176, 342
Pensylvania 177,700 37 053 412 211
Total 51 59 708 777, 8)"‘7 992, 522

Mid Western States (Central North Western)

Ohio 67 579 96 983 1 8 106
Indiana 17,791 H2 168 6 251
Illinois 162, 11-05 1+18 228 382 101
Michigan 103, 926 192 70 251, 381
Wisconsin 50,558 1#9, 00 152 063
Total 402,259 899,149 969,902

a
1920 U.S. Census - Poles born in Poland
b

Statistics of Polish Statistical Bureau
¢
1920 U.S. Census - People claiming Polish ancestory.

e ———r

34
Szawleski, Op. cit., p. 30.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

THE GREAT EMIGRATION 96

However, the cultural ties and Polish nationalism
were not developed in Cenada as intensively as in the United
States. It is only after 1920 that the Polish communities
began to grow and have a closer contact with the mother
country. The influx of displaced persons and former soldlers
of the Polish Army after 1945 brought new elements and pro-
blems to the older Polish communities.35

The Polish immigrant settled on the North American
continent lived, worked, married and set up a family within
the confines of a new society that centered around the
Church. This was no more than an attempt to transplant the
old country environment to new world surroundings. There
were, however, a number of differences. As a timid indivi-
dual, he tended to preserve the old country communal unity.
Socially, it became important for him to own land and he
concentrated all his energy to this end. The external world
presented him with a conflict which he fought in the way he
knew best; this expressed itself in religious unity around
the church and in the development of Polish parochial schools

Due to external pressures, the idea of Poland became

more realistic to him, a Poland not identified with the

nobility. It now became an economlic and soclal necessity to

35 Boles¥aw Makowski, Polska Emigracja w Kanadzie,
Nak. Zw. Polakéw w Austrii, 1951. (See p. 27-45 for closer
analysis of the mass immigration and places of settlement).
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survive as a group, communicating in the Polish language.
Unaware of the fact, he developed a national consciousness
that showed effects during the First World War in relief
activity, financilal support of an independent movement, and
active participation on the battle fields.

It is evident that this emigration created new
problems in Galicia, and signified the emergence of the
peasant class as a soclal and a political force. The new
concepts that the emigrants, forced out of their homeland by
economic and other conditions, developed in their new environt

ment will be considered in the conclusion.
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The North American continent witnessed a mass emigra-
tion from Europe during the nineteenth centwy. In the last
part of this century a steady flow of immigrants came from
southern and eastern Europe. The causes and the results of
these migrations are still virgin fields of study and re-
search, although many works have been written about some
aspects. This thesis has limited itself to a particular
group from a particular region over a given period of time.
An attempt has been made to review and analyze some of the
aspects influencing the emigration of the peasants from
Galicia.

To understand this emigration and the reasons under-
lying it, political, social, and economic factors have been
considered. However, before this was done, the peasant
situation was reviewed historically. This review brought to
light three important facts: After the partitions of Poland,
the reforms of thils period, namely the Constitution of May 3,
and the Polaniec Proclamation of Kosciuszko, left the
peasants only with a promise of change. The reforms during
the reign of Joseph II of Austria were no more than a reflec-
tion of enlightened absolutism, reforms that were eventually
utilized by the Austrian authorities in dividing the Poles
over the subject of independence. Finally antagonism to

reform, derived partly from the conservatism of the nobles,
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and partly from the official policy of the Austrian author-
ities, brought about consequences of profound importance.

The failure of the 1863 uprising in Russian Poland,
and the influx of positivism in Galicia brought about a
period of reaction. This reaction expressed itself in the
conservatism of the Stanczykites, the prime supporters of an
autonomous Galicia, based on friendly co-operation with the
ruling circles in Vienna. Materialism became a way of life
and a way of preserving national identity. The ruling group
in the Polish Circle at Vienna, was able to galn language
concessions for Galicia. The "chlop" (peasant) was not con-
sidered a part of the national element, and was exploited as
merely a supply of labour.

The failure to reverse Austria's policy of treating
Galicia as a military outpost against Russia after 1879,
indicated the political weakness and stagnation of the ruling
classes in this province. The exclusion of Galicia from the
industrial development of the empire only intensified the
struggle for the existence of the economically declining
manors. Shortcuts had to be devised, the labour force had
to be kept in check, and means had to be found to improve the
economic conditions of the manor. The first to feel the
effects of the new policy were the peasants, the least econo-

mically stable group of the community.
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To save on taxes, expenditures on peasant education
were strictly curbed. This served to keep the peasant class
uninformed, without ambition, and readily available for
labour. The plight of the peasants reached catastrophic
levels. Oppressed by disease, close to starvation due to an
unwise division of land and debts, exploited by the local
merchants, tradesmen, money lenders, manor officials and
public officials, the peasant began to seek ways to survive.
He did so in two ways. Stirred by reformers, he began to
take interest and part in the political life of the province.
Although limited at the beginning, the peasant political
movement strengthened in time and, by the turn of the cen-
tury, developed into the Peasant Party. The peasant also
migrated seasonally to other European countries in search
of employment.

It was during these migrations that the peasant,
coming out of his rather limited environment, became consciomp
of different standard of living and of foreign economic pro-
gress. Uneducated, dreaming of improvement, he fell victim
to the speculators, agents, swindlers who propagandized for
overseas emigration with the sole purpose of enriching
themselves.

The emigration had two main effects on the province
of Galicia: Economically, the peasants who remained in the

province had a better chance to lmprove their conditions.
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Ethnically, emigration resulted in lessening the Polish char-
acter of eastern Gallcia. The consequences can only be
appreciated today, after the Second World War, although they
were evident before 1939, where a Polish city like Lwow was
cut off from the Polish provinces in western Galicia. Mass
emigration can be considered as one of the reasons for this
development; this problem should prove of interest to a
researcher,

The settlement and reorganization of the Polish
peasant in America under the guidance of local clergy should
also mrove an Interesting topic of study. The development
of new concepts, such as Polish nationalism, can be attribute
to the conditions prevailing on the American continent. It
is interesting to note here that although nationalism devel-
oped, 1t functioned and organized its activity in a provin-
c¢ial manner. This nationallsm, active during and after the
First World War, is not evident in the second and third
generation. This can be attributed to various reasons.
Basically, this situation results from the lack of cultural
and national background of the early immigrant, who regarded
Polish nationalism and the manor as inseparable, and at times
referred to the Austrian emperor as "Our Emperor". Perhaps
the best example can be offered in the case of the Ukrainians
The oppressive economic practices of the manor were consi-

dered as the activity of all Poles. The second generation

da

o
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of Ukrainians in North America seems strongly patriotic and
actlve in propagation of their cause.

Economic conditions definitely influenced mass emigra-
tion. These economic conditions may briefly be attributed to
the unwise division of land, and to consequent peasant pover-
ty and debts, to the use of primitive agricultural methods,
and to high taxation. The lack of industrial development,
due to Austrian policy, also led to seasonal and eventually
overseas emigration., To conclude: The fundamental reason
for mass emigration of Poles from Galicia to North America
was the disastrous economic situation created by political
conditions and the conservative Austrian administration after

1863.
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prets Galician history between 1849 and 1869 with
this group in mind. However, his vlews tend to be
coloured by the present day Marxist interpretations.
The book 1is valuable because of the numerous quota-
tions that can be used to explain the basis and ideo-
logy of the Krakow school of political thought.

Zveeseoss, Staniszaw, [Rev. Stanistaw Zaleski, S.J.],
Porozbiorowe Aspiracye Polityczne Narodu Polskiego (Post
Partition Political Aspirations of the Polish Nation), Lweéw,
Gubrynowicz i Schmidt, 1882, v-359 p.

A discussion of political aspirations and their ac-

tive representation in the history of Russian Poland.

The author expresses the hope that the book may

become a text for the students under Russian domina-

tion. This book is of value to the thesis because
it presents the attitudes of the Poles under Russia,
thus constituting a medium for comparison with Gali-
cian political thought and activity.
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This thesis dealt with the main aspects affecting the
Polish Peasant emigration from Southern Poland to North Amer-
ica after 1863.

The first chapter gave the historical background of
the peasants in the perilod of the last partition of Poland,
the activities of the reformers and their results. A nota-
tion was made on the early legislation under Austria. The
Peasant Revolt of 1846 was used as an example of definite
estrangement between peasants and the Polish nobles. The
massacre of 1846 was attributed to the policy of the Austrian
administration intending to end existing and future patriotic
rising.

The second chapter concerned the Uprising of 1863,
its echoes in Galicia, and the reaction of the ruling clas-
ses. The development of positivism was discussed as the
underlying reason for political theory and practice of the
conservatives in Galicla after 1863. The reaction to this
conservatism is shown in the works of the "Lwow Patriots"
éﬁd the peasant reformers leading to the formation of poli-
tical parties.

In the third chapter, the economic and social pro-
blems of the peasants were analyzed. Among these, the
problem of education called for review. The economic situa-

tion created by unwise division of land, debts, and the
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subsistence level of the peasants, was responsible for
seasonal emigration. Introduction of new economic perspec-
tives of the peasants and statistical data were examined.

The fourth chapter concerned itself with a review of
the conditions prevailing on the eve of the great emigration.
The activities of speculators, agents and swindlers, exploit-
ing the uneducated masses were noted. The actual emigration,
its problems and statistics, and the effects, both economi-
cally beneficial and ethnically destructive, were considered
in this section of the chapter. Finally, the chapter con-
cluded with a review of the places of settlement in North
America and the early problems of the ilmmigrants.

The conclusions stated that the peasant emigration
was the final result of the historical development of various
conditions, such as economic problems caused by the conser-
vatism of the ruling groups in Galicia. These problems in
turn, reflecting the theory of materialistic positiviam in
political applications, definitely influenced the social con-
ditions of the villages. Such specific factors as division
of land, the problem of education, and health conditions
were some of the other examples.

Recommendations were made for further investigations
of the ethnic problems in Eastern Galicia, the economic

problems of the immigrants in North America, and the problem
of cultural apathy of the second generation to the national

heritage of their forefathers.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



