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Introduction: Swiss Emigration to Canada, 1870-1930.

o

N <

) I
The hlstory of Swiss 1mmlgratlon into Canada dates
ack to the mid-1600s and encompasses many facets of life -
nd occupatlons. ‘*The Prime mover behlnd the emigration of -
atholic Swiss to New France wag religious persecutlon by
the dominant Protestant party in Sw1tzerland Plerre de
M1v111e and hlS two brothers were posslbly the first Sw1ssp
. to settle in New France, emlgrants from the Canton of
Fribourg, they settled on a seigneurie not far.fromndontreal
in 1642. Jean Talon, Intendant of New‘Pranoe,'iater reserved
a large district near present da& Drummondville which he
proposed to call “Les Cantons des Erlbourge01s" in honour of
Plerre and his brothers. Theb&1vrlles, however, chose to
remaln on their selgneurle 1 Cther Sw1se could be found well
“placed in the admlnﬁstrative cffices ofxthe Regime,2 on the
faims, and actively engaged in the‘fur trade.
Protestant Swiss were brought to the British colony
of Nova Scotia in 1751 tand constltuted p0551bly the flrst
' organized immigration of Swisspinto what is now Canada. That -

year, onMay éO, twenty Swiss embarked from Rotterdam aboard

the ship‘rg;(Bale'. Most were-ordinary workers, but inéluded

-
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in their“group were g surgeon, two tailors, two millers and a

. l .
cloqkmaker.3 s \ .
' Sw1ss mexcenaries flrst came to Isle Royale (Cape _ 3\7;4
Breton) in 1721 as members of the De Xarrer Reglment of. the

+
French service. The Tegiment, malntalned at about 100 men,,,

'remaikéd at the fortress of Louisbonrg until the British:
takeovet in 1745. It is interesting to note tﬁat a British
force particﬁpating in the_siege'of Louisbourg,‘the Second
M assachusetts Regiment commanded by Colonel Samuel Waldo,

probably also, ‘had Swiss Germans enlisted under the command ,

P + -,

of a Swiss commissioned captain in that reglment Sebastlen
Zouberbhuler.4' Sketchy evidence aleo suggests that Swiss
mercenaries may have participated in the Seven Years' War.
The War of 1812;18i4 occasioned the arrival of ;et . o
anothér‘meﬁcenary group, this time forcibly impressed into

service by the British armies. The De Watteville and De Meurons’

lClaude Bonnault, "Les Suisses en Canada," Bulletin de
Recherches Historiques, LXI, 2 (1955), pp. 51 70.

2D Glrouard "Les 'Suisses' du Canada," Bulletin de
Recherches Hlstorlques, vIXI, 3 (1902), PP-. 2-77.

3Publlc Archlves of Canada (hereafter cited as PAC), MG 11,
A 42, Colonial Office Records, Nova- Scotla, Governor E. .
. Cornwallis, 1751" p. 71. - . ——~—

(4Personal Correspondence with Christopher Moore, Staff
Hlstorlan, Fortress of Louisbourg, November 28, 1974.



Regiments composed primarily of Swiss. soldiers, bht encompassing

as well German "and Polish mercenaries, participated in several
. . - ) . o

i

decisive battles. At the conclusion of the war, the regiments

were disbgnded and. 'encouraged' to remain in British North

‘ ) t
America. The majority of the De Meurons, soldiers and’ a few -

from-the De Wétteville moved to the Red River settlement with

1

'Lord Selkirk in 1816." The bulk of the De’hatteville Reéiment,‘

however, settled along the Rideau éanal particularly in Lanark

County of Uppef Canada. Others settled near Drupmendville

and elsewhere in the Eastern Townshiﬁs of Lower Canada.

Swiss immigration into the Canadas before Confederation

was restricted and undertaken largely by private or missionary
a4 / -

efforts. Those that came settled principally around Montreal

¢

and'Quebeg City, or other urban centres. There were no ‘

ed immigration efforts on the Western Prairie between

IT

This thesis has chdgen to ignore the years prior to

1870 and insteac concentrate on the period 1870-1930. The

date, 1876; wabfchoSEn,pecause'pripr,to that year the new -
Dominion- had not depbhstfated any'serious efforts to_orgénige
immigration in Europe and particularly in Switzerland. The '

yeér"1930 was selecte u;é a élosind date ‘Because firstly the -
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- depression which followed demarcated a dlstlnctire period - /
’ ‘ ] /
/

in thch the atmosphere was quite different for .Swiss
mlgrants in Canada, and secondly the problems of emlgratlon

e
;Ln Switzerland entered a new phase under the influence of

L%

right-wing. reglmes in neighbouring Italy and Germany.
Flnalgy, the amount of documentatlon available 1n Canada

is severely limited maklng a post-1930 study based on

Canadian-sources_unfeasrble.
In an attempt to make the subject more precise and
’ »

, -
give it the kind of focus required by a thesis, several
Firstly, the

limitations have been impdséd_on this study.

thesis considers only Swiss immigrants which arrived directl¥y

from Sw1tzerland,\and not those who were at one time residént
Secondly, alﬁhough the;; is.some

e

in the United States.
mention of Swiss settlement in Ontario, the study is primarily

one of Swiss immigration into Western Canada. Thirdly, largely
because of 1nsuffic;ent archival sources available ln’Fanada; :

two Swiss settlements in Western Canada——Notre Dame de Lourdes
Further~

(Manitoba) and Stettler. (Alberta)--are not discussed.
more, the immigration of Swiss-Italians is not Included in

this research because, prior ro 1930, they are not an identifiable
Lastly, this research does not prerend
*

group in Western Canada.
soclo-cultural hlstory in' the-sense of describing

to be a 'human

’



the experiences of éwiss settlers in Wbstern'banadn;;ratner,
- it is an introducfion to the fhgmgs, polipies; schemes and

govefnment efforts in the promotion of, Swiss'immigration into

"the country. , i

\ The chapters follow more or‘less a chropological

' order. Chapter One and Two treat the years 1870 to 1890,
6utlining the efforts of the "speéial" agents sent byjéhe }
" Canadian Gonernment into Switzerland to stimulate immigration,.
The second nhapter deals exclusi#éiy w}th two settlement
. enterpnises which were advanced during those years; the first

by Dr. Wilhelm Joos, a”well knofn philanthgopist and politician,
and the second by Df..Rudolph Meyer‘and Jacob Hauswirth. The
former neve¥ left the 'planning room while the 'latter developed

~ —

intola first-rate tale of intrigué and deception. Both ,
pinjeg%gfserve to ilhu;trate that the Swiss Governﬁgnt qonsidezgd

- blon settlement as the only means by which settlement on the

_ vast prnirie could be successfully échievedu '

Chapter Three highlightg the yéars 1890 to 1914 “when

lintlenwork was undertaken .in Switze;iand. Although a few
independent agents ,wkre sent pversens, the pérind was dominated .
by-the North Atlantic Trading Company, a.loosely joined

conglonerate of booking agents and representatives of the

more prominent.steamship lines which oéerated from 1899 to

-\ A ‘ )
"\ 1906. T v : . -

A .
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Chapter Four discusses the impact of the First
World War on the Swiss- German populatlon in Canada, the P

growth of the Federal Emlgratlon Bureau in Switzerland and
its relationship w1th the development of state-alded emigration.

‘ G/thhh R. 1mm1grat10n efforts are_ also- ~discussed

L]

in' this chapter.“—“‘*“
The last chapter discusses the arrival of the Swiss
mountain guides hired by the Canadian Pacific Railway.‘ Special

attemtion is centered on the Swiss village of Edelwelss

located a few mlles from Golden, British Columbia. ' .:\3
. P

“ﬁr: I1T

The ;verriding éheme which permeates the years 1870-
1930 is the role that Sw1ss emlgratlon laws played in the
success and fdilure of Swiss 1mmlgrat10n into Westenn Canada.
such laws in Sw;tzerland‘were made necesSary by the continued
abuses practlced by unscrupulous booklng agents and steamshlp
companies. Propaganda 'in many instances, for example, was
purposely falsified to attract settlers no a remote area of
settlement. Often, the long and arduous—journey aaoard i11-
equippedyg;eamers and closet—iike'cabins proved more deadly
than the dangers an immigrant might face in hi; new homeland.

Economic necessity was the chief reason that, in the end,

these laws were relaxed or discarded.

S
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. Prospectivewai§$femigfénté\had to furnish proper
. 13 . '

papers in order to be pe:mittéd to leave the“éountry. Wrote

W. T. R. 1freston, the Comm1551oner of Emlgratlon in London,

> moral character. )
) é?

/

England . - ' Lo
. - . . . - . ,
Every Swiss citizen possesses a_ certlflcate of : \\\_,
origin. This certlflcate bears the owner's ' -
X age and name, the name of his or her parents,-
& and the name of his or her commune of origin.
Should any countgp require a certificate of
" 'character of each immigrant on arrival, the
Swiss Bmigration Office would. instruct emigra-
tion agents to ask each emigrant to furnish
. Ta. certlflcate of good conduct, which certifi-
- cates- re issued by communal authorities in

rural di rigts, and in towns—by the- police, - -

but they are onlg issued to citizens of "good

A" laTge amount of discretion restel with the local mayor. In

a}similar fashion, the mayor-could influence the emigrants®

destination. 'It was not without reason, then, that emigration

+

. d
' agents such as Madame Von Koerber referred repeatedly to the o

" - importance of that office. ‘ h ;

Two emigration laws consgéi this thesis. The first was f
1ntroduced in 1879 and promulgated into law in 1B80. The
second came 1nto force in 1888. The laws acted primarily to

dlscourage forelgn and non-established emigration houses from i

v

PAC, RG 76, Volume S0,' file 1980, Part 1 (1892-1906), ;
"Extract from Report dated 8th July, %905, from W. T. R. '
Preston, Commissioner of Emigration, Lyndon, England, to
W. D. Sco?t, Superintendent of Immigration, Otp%&s;j

‘

' ’

-
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operating in, Switzerland, severely curbed the distribution of

propaganda within the country, and with equal efficacy made i

-

more difficult for Swiss citizens to emigrate.
The 1879 law, consisting of some twenty-two artlcles,
tr1ed to impose some controls on the activities carried out by
the varioug agents ih the Republic, Firstly, the whole
business ot emigratioh was placed firmly in e hands of
the -Department of the Interior whichiwould be the final .
Narbiterj Licences would be issued by that Department and no
unauthorlzed bu51ness or its representatives would be permitted
to operate in any capacity within the Sw1ss Confederatlon.
Furthermore, to,guallfy for a licence an appllcant was required
to prove that he enjoyed a sound reputatlon,.could eff1c1ently
and” securely transfer emigrants to their point of destlnatlon,~
and moreover, that applitant had to maintain a permanent
office in Switzerland. 1In addition, the agency had to post a
50,000 franc security bond and agree to "insure-the lives of
all adult passengers for not less than 500 francs to 2,000.
francs per head for the journey n6 The penalty. for foreigners
actlng w1thout a proper permit was immediate exﬁulsion from the

Confederation. i /f\

«

6PAC RG 17, Volume 152, file 15900% Dore to Minister of
Agriculture, March 2, 1879. ) .

a -

.
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‘The ‘second Jlaw enacted July 10, 1888 differed only

L4 .
in the increasedﬂgeverity of its provisions. Ornce more a
bonéd was requi:ed{ thié)time of 40,000'francs plus 3,000

francs for .each sub-agent appoiﬁted. Those agents selling
! ) PN
‘ { .
tickets would have to deposit 80,000 francs. Furthermore, )

It is forbidden Agents to send forward.

1. persons who on account of advanced age, sickness
or infirmity are unfit for work, unless it is proved
.that their suppodrt is sufficiently assured in the
place to which they are destined;.-. .

3. persons who having paid the cost of the journey
would arrive at the place to which they are destined,
destitute of all means; .

4. persons whom the laws of the country to which

they are destined will not admit of their being
received as immigrants; ‘ ‘

5. persons who are not furnished with papers
stating their origin and their nationality;...

Oother provisions made it mandatory to provide suitable food '
and accomédation dqring the entire journey as Wé}l as a
.suitable escért to insure-the safe arrival of the passengers.
Penalties for offenders remained the same.

Further limitations on emigration activities were put
into force byiway of an amendﬁentrto the above act in February,
1889. firstly, reacting to the increasé of state-aided v

immigration schemes, the Swiss Government made it illegal to
1 L. .

—

A S

Tpac, RG 76, Volume 50, file 1980, part 2 (1907).



.“:#' the preamble to ‘the amendment the text reads-

— 10_

[

advaﬁ"@ the whole or any part of the passage money and to

conﬁract an'agreement on these terms w1th an emigrant. In’

“'It is absolutely ‘'without doubt that if forelgners
make advances of this kind to Swiss emigrants
it is only in the interest of enterprises...

» Otherwise one cannot see from what motive
foreigneis will advance money to emigrants.
Thus one is easily convinced that Agents
or Societies which stimulate emlgratlon by
means of this nature haye much less thought
for the happiness of the persons wishing to
émigrate than for their own interests.

A second amendmeet made it illegal to carfyfon propaganda
concerning any colonization "enterprise" which did not receive
the approval of the_ﬁwiag Government. In the 1920s, much of
this legislation was aban;;heg. Overcrowded cities, high

@
unemployment, and an unstable econdﬁy made emigration more

attractive to the Swiss Government and state-aided emigration

became a practical alternatlv ' '
This is the backgroun:\¢§>tﬁe movement of Swiss

nationals into Western Canada between 1870 and‘1930.

Ibid.
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Chapter I: Canadian Immigration Activities in Switzerland,
. -+ 1870-1883. : : o

S

. B ) ) . ‘ -

Pé&br to Confederation, immig}ation into the Canadas
from Switzerland, had been a singular and ver;yéften private °
undertaking. With the advent of Confederation and the subséquént
~demonstration of a desire to attract to Canada immigrants from
Europe?)immig;at'on became not only a provincial but, also, more
importantly, a federal concern. The government of the new
Dominion was a novice in matters of European emigration and had
yet to mature sufficiently to combat efféctively ‘the more
exghrienced agents of South Americh and the United States. This
chapter explores the early activities of the Dominion agents in
Switzerfggd up to 1883, and examines the problems and bureau-
cratic tangles which confronted them both in Canada and in

-

Switzerland.

Swiss 8ociety at the time was shaken by the "tremors of

religious persecution" and the "horrors of industrialization”.

By the early 1870's
Dy



he evil results of economic 'laissez-faire' -
attracting attention. Working hours in , o ‘.
ctories were excesgively long and conditions . C o
ere unhealthy; female and child labour were
abused. To avoid factory acts, whole industries .
ere transferred from one canton to another.

Some cantons were reluctant to abandon the policy
of complete industrialifreedom and in them the
abuses went unchecked. ™"

-

The.xevision of the Swiss Constitution in 1874{ helped
to 'correct many industrial abuses, and accomplished with
equél fervéur the legitimization of a 'growing campaign to
halt the spread of Catholicism.-lfhe latter provoié& what

Gilliard terms "pétty persecutions”. The new laws backed .

[

by the domineering infiuence of the‘?rotestant Cantons

blocked, for example, any attempts fo re—aqtivaté former, or
establish new, Catholic convents within thé Republic.2 |
Canadian agents in Switzerland and elsewhere shared the feeling
~ that a wave .of Catholic emigration from the émall alpine

country would surely follow. Paul Decazes commented in

nlcharles A. Gilliard, A History of Switzerland,. London:
George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1955, p. 100.

i

_ 2Ibid., p. 102. See for example Article 52 of the Swiss -

Constitution and for further reference on this article and the
Church and State relationship in Switzerland as interpreted by

" the Swiss Constitution, see Christopher ‘Hughes, The Federal

Constitution of Switzerland, Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1954,

pp. 61-68.
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his officiai report to}thé ﬁinister of Agriculture: "I B
wés led:to;hope“lasg sprin§ éISii?, tﬁat~in cohsequence of
tﬁe cops££?uti$pal.changés‘ih Switzer%and, éanctiaqsdlby'fhe
‘votefof.lgth April last, a certain nuﬁbér of malcontenﬁs'of
that country would be disposed to emiérate, in order to escape
what they consider an act of religious pefsecution.'!3 ‘A year
earlier, J. Kormann, newly appointed agent for Germany agd ‘
Alsace Lorraine, and indirectly for Switzeriand,'observed
that the "persecution of the R. C. Episcopate & clergy in
‘'some of the cantops in Switzerland will noc doubt cause a
large emigratidn‘ﬁrom gmong the R. C. population 6f the
cgntons.“4 ‘
Furthermore, murmurs of indusfrial discontgnt not onIy
in Switzerland but also iA surrounding countries filtered through
to Govern@ent agents in London; -England, and from there.to
Canadian observers in Ottawa. Gustave Bossange, newly appointed

Dominion emigration agent in Paris, for example, appeared

optimistic about immigration prospects. He reported: -

3Canada, Parliament, Sessional Papers (House of Commons),
1875, No. 40, Department of Agriculture, Annual Report of M. P
Decazes, Special Immigration Agent in France, Paris, December
‘6th, 1874. Decazes was appointed agent in 1872.

4pac, RG 17, Volume 89, file 8691, J. Kormann to the
Minister of Agriculture, June 25, 1873.

e et e ik ) e k8 e 8 e it b e e i o o5 el it o rami e o VAR T
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S the war of 1870-71, the Commune, the suffering .
which prevailed all over France, paralyzing “industry,
stopping all building, and arresting trades:of every
kind, seemed’ to" me-to have created for many; the

desire to emigrate, to go to a dilstance, and there

to re-achieve a lost position, to)toil without stint,-

not allowing their spirits to be /fcast down at being
" opliged to re-commence at the bgttom round of the

ladder, although they prev;ousk9 had been in a

regretable if not a promlnent p051t10n.5

In-nearby Alsace Lorraine, On the othhr hand,‘Mr..
Richard Berns, the'Strasboﬁrg agent of the Montreal Ocean

Steamship Con)pany,6 considered his situation to be more pre-—
; o :
»

= carious. Bossange informed Ottawa that,

... Mr. /sic/ Berns comprit la difficulté de sa
p051t10n, la délicatesse de la situation et pensa
y faire face en intitulant son agence “Maison
Suisse" et en mettant & sa té&te deux hommes trés
intelligents d'une grande ‘expérience dont 1l'un de
.la Suisse Allemande. Cel3d ne suffisait pas; il
“eu fallu pouvoir s 'appeler "Malson Alsacienne" et
encore mieux, avoir pour soi l'Anciennetg.

These and similar reports mbtivated the Canadian
government to make a new and more complete review of the

European situation.

5

1873 No. 26, Department of Agriculture, Annual Report of
G. Bossange, Paris, December 31, 1872, p.. 120.

6The Montreal Ocean Steamship Company operated as part
of the Allan Line. Berns became in 1872 an unpaid agent of
the Department of Agriculture.

7PAC, RG 17, Volume 79, file 7653, Gustave Bossange to
the Minister of Agriculture,  January 15, 1873.

-

Canada, Parliament, Sessional Papers (House of Commons),

L
RS
-#
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For this purpoge.:qpecial“‘agénts were appointed
whose'primary purpose was to disseminate informat%on about the
Dominion as well as ;o feport-aﬁd make recommendations’ to

Ottawa with a &iew to-indfeaging emigration from the Continent.
| In Sw1tzer1and a number of spec1a1 Canadlan government agents
entered the small republic full of optlmlsm and nalveté&;’ they
departed, without exception, frustrated and disappointed.

¥dward Barnard Jr., who in the spring of 1871 had
travelled to Europe as emigration agent’of the Province of
Quebec, "for the purpose of fostering and directing towards
this Province the emigration of a healthy, moral, iﬁdustrioﬁs
and law-abiding population-well fitted to de;elope 15327 the

v P ditd

resources of ouf'Country", became the first of these special
. Dominion federai\@genyd3ﬁ6‘visit, though only briefly, |

Switzerland.8 Thé\federal\Department of Agriculture, in "view
of existing circumstances" and his "special fitness for duty",

was anxious to employ Barnard for a limited period of six to

eight months.9 'Although his terms of reference 1imited\Pis

~;€?C, B 17, Volume 67, file 6439, Report of Edward

Barna Jr., Special Immigration Agent in Europe. See also,
" Quebec,' Legislative Assembly, Sessional Papers, 1871; No. 4,
" Department of Agriculture and Public Works, Report of Mr.
Edward Barnard Jr. Emigration Agent on the Continent of
Europe, Quebec, October 30, 1871, p. 299.

9-PAC, K 17, Volume 63, file 6127, Order in Council,
December 27, 1871.
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' fig&gﬁ?f actiéity to France, Beidium$ Alsace Lorraine, "and . o

the contlguous Gerﬁan States“ it d4id not prevent him from . 2 s
’ avelllng E\\giy throughout the Swiss cantons.lo i
titza Barnard left Canada on January 15th, 1872 in the
company of the abb& Verbist, emigration-agent of the province

of Quebec;11 he arrived shortly thereafter in Liverpool and
12

N

proceeded from there, by way of Londcon, to the Continent.
: | .
* As instructed, he visited the various Continental Agencies,

particularly those of Gustave Bossange in Paris, Richard Berns
_in Strasbourg and Mr. Simays in Ant"nrerp.l3 By June 1872 his
voyage had.-come to an end, and hls report was submitted to the

—_— .

Federal Department of Agrlculture.

10154,

111 abbe Verbist, a Belgian prlest and missionary became -
an agent of the Province of Quebec in ‘the hope of forming a
Belgian colony in that province. For further reference see n. 8;
Canada Parliament, Sessional Papers ‘(House of Commons), 1873,
No. 26, Department of Agriculture, Annual Report of Gustave
Hossange, Paris, December 31, 1872, p. 124. .

12Canada, Parliament, Sessional Papers (House of Commons),
1873, No. 26, Department of Agriculture, Annual Report of Emigra-
tion Agent at Antwerp, Belgium, Antwerp, 16th January, 1873, p. 168.

13See n. B. - His report as it appears in the Sessional

Papers, differs somewhat from his original report. 1In all cases,
the original was consulted. Continental agencies were established
in major European cities such as Paris (France) an Ant

(Belgium) to co-ordinate Canadian immigration efforts and sekye

as headquarters for numerous sub-agents working in the field; \ifh’
addition, it acted as a general clearing house for the distribution
of Canadian immigration propaganda. Between 1870 and 1930, the
Paris Agency and to a lesser extent the Antwerp Agency, was largely
responsible for Canadian immigration efforts in Switzerland. The
Paris Agency in particular recruited several sub-agents (indepen-
"dent of "special" agents) to work within the Republic.
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‘Barnard's submission outlined, as similar adcounts

* would later testify, the 1nherent weaknesses 1n Canadian

.
2

immigration efforts in Europe. Although the report made little

direct reference to Switzerland, it empha51zed once.moifrthe
need to reorganize Canadian approaches: and change Canadian

attitudes. Such a reorganization, Barnard insisted, depended

on the amelloration of certain conditions Wthh forestalled

any immediate efforts to dlrect a s:Lgn:L,ficant EIW of European

emigrants towards Canada. Firstly, people in ope were 'still

largely ignorant about Canada and the possibilities there for

emigraﬁts. On the contrary, "the United States are considered
by the majority, the most attractive country in the world.;
American land .agents, armed with colourful literature and
equipped with "sufficient" funds, could induce immigrants to
settle in even the most remote states of the Union. In .EBurope,
qnowever, Pbamphlets and prcpaganda jeaflets advertising Canada
were ‘scarce. "If the trend were to be reversed, he suggested,
competitive printed materials, complete with attractive
illustrations, should be circulated in the chief European
1anguages.14 Ay

Secondly, to effect an efficient dissemination of this

material, Barnard recommended that the Federal government place

'
1
t

in its service the agents now working for the Allan Steamship Line.

¥4See n. 8. .
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With headduarters in.Liverpool, the Allan Steamship Line

-~ . .

.iééﬁld poast”a.large network ggﬂpmployees, composed mainly of
nggivelbusinessmén;.strategical%y stationed in the major towns
and villages of Great Britain and Continental Europe. In
addition, several of the more important representatives
superintended their own sub—agents.ls_Should the latter be
suppiied with pamphlets and gpther printed matter-they—mould‘

be quite willing to distribute these in their respective

. 16 . L T . L
regions.’ .
. Thirdly, Barnard saw the need for a Central Bureau or

General Agent to supervise, direct and co-ordinate emigration

" efforts.

ey ot . ]
o~

Now that so many. special agents are sent from the
country to Europe, both by your government and
by those of the different’ provinces forming the
Confederation, it appears to me indispensable that
a person of more than ordinary ability--one of

- strict honour:and entire devotedness to our country
as a whole /sic/ shall represent the government of
Canada in some central part of Europe from which he
could easily communicate with your department and
with the dif ent governments of Europe when necessary
and especially direct and superintend the efforts of
our special agents both federal and local, so that the
best result be obtained and nothing be done, which
depreciating. one province to bg%ster up another might
tend to discredit our country.

\ i

N 1SJQustave Bossange, for examﬁie, claimed tb have in 1873,
sixty sub-agents under his control. Canada, Parliament,
Sessional Papers (House of Commons), 1874, No. 9, Department of

Agriculture, Annual Report of Gustave Bossange, Paris, December 31,
1873, p. 71. . .

. ' * p!
16See n. 8. : -

17 1pia.
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and advance the passage money."

...19...
Concluding his report, Edward Barnard Jr. observed

that in lands where wages and Werking conditions tended to

be severely depreciated, workers often could not afford the
]

passage fares to Canada. He felt, however, that this problem

could be easily circumvented as "it aﬁpears to me evident
tﬁai, if we want to bring over large numbers-of the labouring
class, we must necessarily make contracts for a given time
18 After having submiﬁted his
report, Barnard resigned his post..

.Barnard's recommendations helped to p£omote reforms -
which would become an integral part of Governﬁent "policy”.

Allan Line agents, such as Gustave Bossange and Richard

Berns, were selected as unpaid Government agents on the

. Continent; William Dixon, formerly the Canadian immigration

agent at Liverpool, found himself removed .to London in 1872

as Chief Immigration Agent, with vague instructions to co-

ordinate immigration efforts; and the Government entered upon

a vigorous campaign of distributing freely on the Continent

-

eye-catching pamphlets and circulars.

18IBid. This idea of bringing out settlers on a short

term contract was not void of economic implications; Barnard
wrote in his report: "From what I have seen I entertain no
doubt that many thousands of honest, industrious, frugal,
able bodied workmen could be secured by contract, for a year
or more, at wages much lower than that now paid in most parts
of Canada, that these men would be happy to fulfill their
engagements and would repay faithfully, out of their wages,
what advance, would be made to bring them but. It is certain
that.wages on the continent are fully one half lower than in

Great Britain and the labourers as industrious, less exacting

and much more economical."

.
-~

-

f‘

.
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To carry this campaign into Sw}fzerlapd,’the.federal
3overnment placed its trust ip J. A. N. Proveecher, neéhew '
of Bishop Provencher of St. Boniface. Provencher's appoint-
ment of June 1, 187%,-came oniy'days after the resignation of
Barnard. Like his predecessor, Provencher found himself
. restricted #&£o working ie‘france, Belgium, Alsace—Lorraine and
the'"contiguous(;erman States". He arrived in Europe in the

&

early days of June and by August he was in Switzerland. He

reported to his superior:

Quoique la Suisse ne solt pas mpntion&e dans les
instructions que vous m'avez fgit 1'honneur de
m'adresser & mon départ du Canéda, ayant appris
qu'un grand nfouvement' d‘'émigration se pré&parait
de ce pays vers les Etatg nis, j'ai cru.devoir
m'enquérir des . noyens F prendre pour que le
Canada ent-sa part d es intelligents et cou-
rageux travailleurs. .

Bylvisiting Switzerland ) Provencher hoped to, gain

-

insights into the possibilities .opén to the Canadian governmgnt .
to induce Swiss emigrants to settle in\the Dominion. To this .
end, he held coﬁferences with several Swiss government cfficials,
among them Dri Wilhelm Joos, "Nati9nalrath“ who’;oﬁid be the

first to embark on an ill-fated scheme to settle Swiss emigrants

_ in Western Canada.20

lgPAC, B 17, vVolume 71, file 6834,.J. A. N. Provencher to
John Lowe, August 28, 1872, p. 1.

20

B

See chapter two.

-
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Al
He found in Switzerland a very intricate and complex
emigration procedure controlled mainly by the competitive
American and Argentinlan Governments. Politicians such as
Dr. Joos hoped to alleviate i{lernal economic and political
*\
pressures by makini\avallable sound, channels of emigration.
Experlence had taugh\\them how important 1t was to ensure the
safety and welfare o§/the1r departing countrymen.21 In that
light, they insisted that any arrangements with foreign
goyernments had to provide ‘for group settlement with as
many guarantees  and as few compliances as possible. Despite
these seemingly exaggerated demands, American and South’
~
American land companies were all teo willing to come to terms.
Quelgues &tats de 1'Am@rigque du Sud et gqguelgues
compagnies de chemin de fer de's™Etats Unis ont
deja offert aux Communes suisses de concessions
gratuites de cinquante ‘& cent mille acres, sans
aucune conditions, et dans le seul but de faire
" disparaltre les craintes gu'entretiennent toujours

les émigrants sur_ le sort qu1 les attend dans leur
nouvelle patrie.

w .

lDuring the early 1800s, Swiss emigrants had suffered
extreme hardships at the hands of unscrupulous Brazilian land
speculators. Such an incident did not die easily in the eyes
of the public. Well into the 1860s, every effort was taken
to prevent emigration to that country. See for example the
Red River Settlement Papers, Selkirk Papers, PAC, MG 19, E 1,
Volume 17, p. 6814, Rodolphe de Mey to Andrew Colville,
Berne, April 18, 1820. ~

22See n. 19. . !
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. ' y
Quite to the contrary, the "temper" of Canadian politics

would not accept such conditions.z3

Provencher realized that Canada would have to change
H ’ -
its views and approach if he hoped to make any headway in the

,Swiss Republic. While the competing countries propaéated

L
¥

their appeals throdugh agents and. land eempany reéresentatives?
Canada was fepresehted by a handful of relatively unknown

Allah Line agents; and this, in a country where onl§ the old

[N

and popular firms were tolerated, and in a business, which at

. best had a less than admirable reputation.24

To further complicate the issue, Swiss emigrants
[
were now beginning to make greater use of the port of Le Havre,
» Y

il

. . . . . N
in France, which for fifteen years the Sw1ss-author1tles had

warned had a "very bad reputation by shippers on the Continent."zs,

23Dyke mentioned in an official report to the Department
of Agriculture that the government was less willing to grant
huge land reserves. The Joos scheme fell victim to this
changing temperament. See n. 20.

24Canada, Parliament, Sessional Papers (House of Commons) ,
1873, No. 26, Department of Agriculture, J. A. N. Provencher's
~ Report of Proceedings in Europe, Paris, Decembexr 31, 1872,
p. 140. : . .

P
251bid., p. T31. ~— .
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A

e

Many Swiss had used the facilitiee at Anﬁwerp in Belgium,

ork. 1Ironically, the

Allan Line had no ships sailing dire Le Havre to

Quebec, thereby making whatever efforts they did exert
a L]
through their Swiss representatives(i?rtually fruitless.?®

Provencher concluded that Canada had to revise its approach.
: +

Consequently, ‘he recommended(lower shipping rates to compete

with American lines and in addition a direct shipping service
- ’ . S~ 27
linking either Antwerp or Le Havre with the port-of Quebec.

-

In the autumn of 1872 Provencher was reappcinted for
another short term in Europe with instructions to concentrate

his efforts chiefly in Switzerland where he continued to

pd
negotiate with Dr. Joos?S.Early in 1873, he resigned his

office and accepted another p051tlon as Indian Agent for the

'i
s

North West Terrltories.z,9 His overall success in terms of the
! .

number of_immigrants brought to Canada, was small. Of the few p

immigrants who did come, most went to Quebec, and a very few to

Cntario; not one settled in Western Canada. Nevertheless,

Provencher had managed to approach important and influential

‘Swiss politicians and had stirred some interest in the Dominion

of Canada,

261pia. .

271pid., pp. 130-141,

%8pAc, RG 17, Letterbook 1505, p. 153,.Lowe to Provencher,

September 18, 1872.

29PAC RG 17, Volume 81, file 7846, John Lowe to William

Dixon, February 26 1873. '
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His efforts Qere continued by J. Kormann and Madame
fElise Von Koerber. Kormann was appointed immigration agent
.on December 14th, 1872, and like*his predecessor was to operate-
only within France, Belgium, Alsgce Lorraine; and the Gerﬁan

kingdoms.30

In spite of these instructions, he extended his
activities into'Switzerland, Austfia and the northern portions
of Italy. His first visit to Switzerland in May, 1873 did not
.prove succéssfui. He claimed that the lateness of the season
preveﬁted him from travelling into the rural areas.31
Ré-appecinted in October, 1873, Kormann left once more
for Europetand this éime he embarked on a more vigorous cam-
paign'throughout Switzerland. On this occasion his travels

~

were not totally in vain. By June, 1874 he could #eport that - -
~

a Tyrolese and Swiss deputation would be arriving in Canada

within a few months, “"for the purpose of selectihg a tract of

land for a number of families who intend coming /This spring7."$2

-

3%ac, RG 17, Letterbook, 1505, p. 253, Lowe to Kormann.,
December 14, 1872. -

3Lpac, RG 17, Volume 89, file 8691, Kormann to the
Minister of Agriculture, June 25, 1873.

32PA’C,,RG‘l?, Volume 111, file 10884, Kormann to John Lowe,
June 7, 1874.

[y
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The Department of Agriculture attached some importance t6.
this first official Swiss delegation to Canada because Kormanﬁ
received new instructions to remain in Canada and attend "to
the particular period of the arrival of the Tyrolese and Swiss
w33

. The Swiss delegation, Eomposed of the Reverend F. A;
Rafsaerts and three.Tyrolese laymen, arrived in mid—August: 1874
equipped with complimentary passes from the Grand Trunk and
Intercolonial Railways. They visited New Brunswiék, the
Eastern Townships of Quebec and the Muskocka district of Ontario.
No attempt was made to go farther west.34

-Tﬁe delegation’s report to the Swiss government,
although iﬁiﬁially prepared in October, 1874, was not formally
submitted until the following Februafy._ In it they expréssed
their satisfaction with the country, particularly the townships
of Ristigouche and Bonaventure in Quebec. Significantly, the

report betrayed the first sighs of the dissensign and jealousies

4

33PAC, RG 17, Letterbook 1509, p. 214, Lowe to Kdrmann,
June 11, 1874.

34PAC, RG 17, Volume 120, file 11763, Kormann to Lowe,
September 17, 1874.
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which were characteristic of competing immigration and
booking agents in Switzerland. The report, whether or not
inspired by Kormann35, castigated Madame Elise Von Koerber

and her association with the firm of Anhdreas Zwilchenbart,

.

passenger booking agents in Basle.

... the project of founding a Swiss settlement in
Canada is beginning to fall into disrepute in con-
sequence of the unwarrantable practices of Madme
/5107 K8rber. The manner in which this lady, in
connection with the firm of Zwilchenbart of Basel,

is canvassing for Canada is, to say the least, :
very imprudent and calculated to attract the attention
of our authorities. Already various voices have
been raised in the public papers, condemning the
Nipissing project, and above all expressing a
surprise: that the Government of Canada would have
laid the inggrest of the country into the hands

of a woman.

The alternative, which they hoped would be accepted, was to
engage the services of Messrs. Rommel & Co. also of Basle, a
firm which unlike the Zwilchenbarts, they claimed had earned th&. '

fespect of both the authorities and the public.37

~

35Kormann and Koerber held a mutual dislike for each other,
as their correspondence with John Lowe, Secretary of the Pepart-
ment of Agriculture testifies. See for example, PAC, RG 17,
Volume 108, £ile? 10573, Kormann to Lowe, May 2, 1874; Volume
106, file 10374, Koerber to Lowe, April 7, 1874.

36pac, RG 17, Volume 127, file 13333, Z. Ruppers and J.
Geiger to the Minister of Agriculture, October 19, 1874.

37£Q;Q~ It is interesting to note that they did not put
much falth in Kormann either because they chose to send the
report "in case Mr. Kormann should not have bestowed the
necessary attentlon on the mattar, or omltted to hand you a
faithful translation of the report."

[
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Little materialized from the deputation's visit to
Canada apart from vague proﬁlses to sétéle some of their
countrymen in the eastern tohnships\of Quebec. Korxmann returned
to Europe in the spriﬁg of 1875, and submitted his final report
to the Department of Agricu{fure in May.- dnbg more, only a
handful of Swiss emigfﬁnts set sail for Canaaa; This seeming
fallure he blamed on several factors; inflated ocean fares, no
dlrect salllng route to Quebec; and the absence of what he
termed "Houses of Reference” where 1mwigrat10n efforts for a
given area could be centralized. He preferred such "Houses"'
Ibecause "thg activity of your Special Agent has certainly born
éood fruit but we should avoid overdoing it." He added that ’
’ "A reappearance of Special Agents would now give thém the

n38

character of Recruiting Agents;. He did not fail to warn

of @ new drive,--"a thing almost universal in the Continent"--,
: s~
towdrds more aggressive emigration laws and gensorship of the
-
moré unscrupulcus booking agents which would. circumscribe the

effectiveness of any foreign immigration agents.

38PAC, RG 17, Volume 128, file 13435, Kormann to the 4

Minister of Agriculture, May 4, 1875.
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Elise Von Koe_rber,39 the second agent named in
1872, first journeyéd to Eurbpe in the interest of Canadian
immigration in the'early months of the year of her appo;n£—

ment. This she undertook on her own initiative, receiving no

a

financial or material encoufggement either from a provincial
government or from the federal government. The motive

behind her visit was to find out if there was any significant
emigration frém Switzerland and if there were, if it could be

directed towards Canada. At the same time, Mme Von Koerber

A

commenced her work designed to improve conditions. surrounding
female immigration.. Her letters to the Department of Agricuiture
were read, but no immediate aid was offered.30 Finally, in

-

3%4adame Von Koerber expended most of her ."energies and
enthusiasms” in Ontario. The settlement which she wanted,
and in the'end did establish)\ was to be located in the Parry
Sound district, bordering on £ shores of the  agnetawan
River. The village of M agnetawa nd the establishment of a
Swiss nucleus there occupied most of Mme Von Koerber's energies
in the early years. The remainder she spent on the promotion
of female immigration to Canada, and the improvement of services
and protection offered to female immigrants once they arrived
in the country. Despite this active interest in Ontario, Mme
Von Koerber not only introduced to 'Canada the powerful
Zwilchenbart agency but also encouraged proceedings which
eventually made way for the first Swiss delegate to the
Canadian Northwest. It is in this light that her work is of
interest to this thesis./

40PAC, KB 17, Volume 222 (no file number), Von Koerber to
theM inistry of the Interior of the G rand-Duchy of Baden,
Karlsruhe, Lausanne, December 20, 1877. Translation.

'
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October 1872, she feceived a contract to translate into
German a pamphlet issued by the Minister of Agriculturé, and
to distribufe the same éﬂroughout Germany and Switzefland.41
In addition, she was to receive a commission_for each édult

© immigrant she could encourage to come to Canada.

.She repeatedly requested formal aqcreditation‘to the

. .
1 !

foreign governments Eécguse she‘realized.tha% only on an
official basis would goﬁernﬁéntal thoriﬁiéé in Switzerland '
and Germany attempt to deal with_rep esgptatives from foresign
cogntries. Since proper protocol dem;nded that letters of
accreditation be issued upon governmental request by the

Governor Genéral,-Mme Von Koerber appealed separateiy to both

the Governor General and the Minister of Aériculture. The

reply in 1873, as it was to be in ensuing years, was that it
“"was not thought‘ﬁy the Minister advisable to hafé an application
made to His Excellency'/Then Loxd ﬁufferig7 for a letter to

accredit her."42

4+

41PAC, RG 17, Letterbook 1505, p. 187, Lowe to Dixon,
October 18, 1872, Letterbook 1505, p. 189, Lowe to Von Koerber,
Octcber 18, 1872. . :

“2pac, RG 17, Letterbook 1507, p. 27, Lowe to Fletcher,

March 13, 1873.
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In June-1873, Mme Von Koerber came back to Canada
abcompanied by asﬁew Swisé'fémilies and some girls.43 It . :
‘was then that she Eonsulped with the Hon. A. McKellar, the
Minister of Agriculture for the Province of Ontario, and l
with his assistance.she sele?ted a tract of land, just south

of Lake Nipissing,. t© be reserved for her Swiss settlement.

She hastily returned to Europe to gdvertiée her scheme and

et ‘ '
recruit settlers. By the fall of 18 she had encouraged a

few‘bwiss to return with herp~to Canada in order td seé the
upper Muskoka region f thémselv%§ and to report back to.
their countrymen in Switzerland. | )
Her "casual behaviour", her haphazard and infermal
approaéh to her work, and her "bad" habit of bypassing
bureaucratic formalities, earned her the displeé;ure of
se#eral government officials. Mr. Cr&oks, the Secretary-
Treasurer of the province of Ontario, for example, questioned
her right to represent herself aé an officiél agent of the

provincial government. The dispute arose after the receipt

" by Crooks of a letter from Messrs. Rommel, newly appointed

4‘3The girls who accompanied Mme Von Koerber in 1873

were brought out as "informers" to test the weaknesses of

the immigrant reception homes in Canada, a tactic which she-
used with amazing success on more than one occasion. Canada,
Parliameht, Sessional Papers (House of Commons), 1875, No. 40,
Department of Agriculture, Report of Madame Von Koerber,

Special Immigration Agent in Switzerland, Freiburg, December 31,
1874, p. l42.

\
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" Dominion agents-in Basle, complaining of the interference of
‘Madame Von Koerber with their work in Sw1tzer1and. At the’
root of the problem lay the rivalry between the firm of
Messrs. Rommel & Co., working with Gustave Bossange and J.
Kormann, and the firm of Messrs. 7wilchenbart, with whom,
‘Mme Von Koerber was: a550c1ated. Ccrocks, for his part,
preferred and encouraged the relatlonshlp with Kormann and
the Messrs.‘Rom@el but repudiated Madame Von Koerber:'
"... as to the latter person” hf wrote, "I have always
refused to give her the slightest encouragement and she has no
authority to represent in any way this Government. " i4d
Mme Von Koerber and the flrm of Messrs. Zw1lchenbart
protested, on the other hand, that they had themselves dlrected
to Canada in the space of two years close to 300 Swiss and °

~
Tyrolese immigrants.45 The Canadlan Agent General in London

elaborated their claims.

44.0c, RG 17, Volume 126, file 13278, Crooks to Lowe ;.
January 27, 1875.

45pac, RG 17, Volume 131, file 13709, Zwilchenbart to
Lowe, March 23, 1875. . .

v ////’~ ' . -
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She /Roerber/ states that she has worked up .
the Swiss and Tyrolese districts at a con-
2 siderable sacrifice and that she has been
largely aided by Messrs. Zwilchenbart who
.are by far the most considerable agents of gy
the kind in that part of the country.... '
Madame Von Koerber says that these gentle-
men have been at no small expense and pains
to get up a Canadian Businegs and she seems
to think,.>. that they will feel hurt at the
. unlooked for appointment of rivals in the
. trade as agents for the Dominion.

In an attempt to settle the diSpute, Edward Jenkins, Canada's

-

first Agent General in London, wrote to.the ﬂeparﬁment of
Agriculture suggesting that both organizations be employed

in order to profit from "the Healthy rivalry which will be
W47 - s

-

promoted.

’
-

Although the firm Messrs. Zwilchenbart was recognized
o

as a Dominion immigration agency enjoying thé usual commission

of two dollars per adult immigrant, 'its qctivities vere of

very uneven quality.48

It occasionally preferred the more
lucrative rewards offered by thie better éstablishea_American

land companies to Canadian commitments.
H

w

-

% pac, Re 17, Volume 129, file 13555, Jenkins to the
Minister of Agriculture, March 19, 1875.
4—"'I]:)id -

48¢cc n. 45.. PAC, RG 17, Letterbook 1511, pp. 170-171,
Lowe to Zwilchenbaxtsy April 13, 1875. ' ' ’
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The prggiams Wéth Mme Von Koerber, the jealousies

" between the two bSbking.agents,ihhe slow progreéss of European

< N i
emigration and the reportedly growing interest of Dr. Jobs

in colonisation precipitated a visit to the continent by the
Agent General in London, Edward ienkins, in the summ>¥ of
1875. Jenkins' report, presentéd in October 1875, served to

’
clarify the factors which were frustrating Canadian immigration

effofts in Switzerland.

..

In Basle he met with Mr. J. Imobersteg of the

Zwilchenbart agency who'gave his impressions of Canada and’

the prospects of Swiss emigration:49 - -

Mr. Im Obersteg /Sic/ thinks that a considerable
emigration could be obtained from Switzerland of
agriculturists, both labourers and/ farmers first,
by cheapening the rates... by dirgct steamers and
Continental food;>0 by improving gnd increasing
the propaganda in the press... fo rthly by better
organisation and better treatment| in Canada

49pnc, RG 76, Volume 107, file 18179, Report of Edward

Jenkins to the Minister of Agriculture, Octqber 1875, pp. 6-7.
50Jenk1ns found out from an unnamed Strasbourg agent,

that the delayed journey to Quebec, via Liverpool was very

much disliked: "... one cause of which I wag not aware but

‘which ﬁsﬁsays has an effect upon the minds, especially of

Swiss and Italian emigrants - viz: they not only dislike

the Liverpool Journay, but the English nourriture /5107 that

is to say, food and general treatment on board. ... this is

an objection constantly ralsed by persons receiving letters

from friends who have gone by the Liverpool route, and that

it produces an effect upon their ultimate movements.” Ibid:, p.
Slipid., pp. 8-9.

1
» P
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Imobersteg was "politely" critical of the efforts of the

-

rlval Rommel & Coi as Domlnlon agents, and accused” them of
dubious tactics, such as "the disgraceful squit abggt;{adame
Von Koerber, illustrated with caricatures|and aséébiating her
name with designs of a nefarlous character on young women . "2

Such Jealousy between the two firms, Jenklns concluded was

. "clearly 1rreconc111ab;e“ and to contlnue “to employ both a
immigration agencies was "injurious to Canada and product{ve

['of increased ekpeﬁses."53 In his judgement, the Zwilchenbar

v
agency was superior toMessrs. Rommel & Co.

The following day, September 16th, Edward Jenkins
a meeting withMr. Philipp Rommel54 and Mr. Bollinger ofi %
flrm Rommel & Co. whose attitude towards the Zw11chenbar
according to Jenkins, was quite hostlle. "They declared that

there could be no amicable entente /sic/ between them and

Zwilchenbart as emigration egents; for they could not, allow

///‘i} ‘themselves, as a house of standing to take. orders (&tre
écoliers} from anyone - including myself /Je
. RN ’
a o
. 5 -~ «

v Ibid., pp. 7-8. _

5 /'. . ]
Ibid., p. 8. . s ] ,

54

Ibld., P. 9. It is 1nterest1ng to note, here that
Phlllpp Rommel worked at one time for the firm of Zw11chenbart.A

>51bid., p. 10. %— . .
. - . t

/
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On a more constructive note, they re-;;ggi§ized the need

for a direct route to Canada and added that they would prefer

.to see Swiss emigrants settle collectively "in certain town-

"56

shipf or localities. Jenkins' overall impression was

unflattenﬁng: "I should report that I 'consider that they
are sharp eqough men of busingss, well apt in the details of

o

the subject, but 1ould say not as concerned about a high

ﬂ\\\::qracte:.of business as about.its success.">’

Jenkins recommended to the Department of'Agficulture

that Mme Von Koerber be reblaced as immigration agent in
Switzer}and by Paul Decaies, éqrrently sub-agent to Gustave
Bo-ssange,58 aﬁd that the Tirm of Zwilchenbart be utilized to
create a center of immigration activity for all of continental
Europe. Mme Von Koerber could, of course, remain useful in
Germany where with her many ‘influgntial friends she was busily

59

engaged with the much publicized‘“Ffauenvefein". "In Switzer-

- 56@., p- 11.
57£Ei§' . |
5819;9., p. 21. . o
. 5'Q'I‘he "Frauenverein"—-Ladles- Soc1ety——played a large role

in controlling female emigration from Germany, and Benefited
immensely from the protectlon it recéived from the Cr0wn
Princess.
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land", he added, "Madame Von Koerberfs service miéht be

retained with advantage, but there would not be suffibientff

||60

to occupy the whole of her time. Jenkins did not become

invoived in the implementation of his recommendations because
he resigned his position as Agent General early in 1876.

Elise Von Koerber, aware of Jenkins' criticism, took "
. , . )
the offensive by’writing a sarcastic appraisal of the Agent
*

Ggneral's fact-finding mission "during a six week flying tour |,

across the Continent." . She added in her letter to Ottawa
. ' ‘ A\ ~
vfficials, "I am amazed to see how he aﬂpropriates my .views,

my opinions & infbrma;ion I gathered most carefully, without

giving any credit whatever for it, though he had promised he

61

would." She wasted no time in denouncing her proposed

francophdng replacement and insisted that an "agent ip
Switzerland must absolutely know German well, since it is

the German & not the French cantons which furnish the emigrants

to Canada.“62 The Department of Agriculture, at least its
. " g

Secretary, John Lowe, must have;felt some sympathy for her

work because she was re-appointed for another year.63

60See n. 49.

®lpac, RG 17, Volume 152, file 15900, Koerber to F. J.
Dore, March 2, 1876. L

2 1pia.

-

®3pac, RG 17, Volume 157, file 16324, Dore to Lowe,
April 28, 1876.

]
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The spring and summer of lé?ﬁ found ime Von Koerber
busily organizing the emigration of women from bqph'sermany
and Switzerland. 64 On April 25, 1876, another party of

emlgrants destined for NlplSSlng arrlved in Toronto, and it
: 65

' was subsequently dlrected~to(3ravenhurst. The following June,

“
Mme Von Koerber asked to return to Ganada to work for the

profection of female- immiyrants and to continue discussions
on the proposed Joos settlemffit project. ' She returned
accompanied by a.few Swiss ladies from the Swiss Ladies

Association and several young boyé from Switzerland, in the

-

autumn.

7

o7

On December 11, 1876, Mme Von Koerber made a formal
proposal to the Minister of Agricultufé to extend official
invitations to a Swiss.éelegatioh cdnéisting of Colonel Von
Steiger, Dr. Jaas, andMr. Jaeggi-’.;yger,66 to visit Canada

"and make arrangements for theﬂseftlement of people.“67

64pac, r 17, Volume 154, file 16016, Koerber to Dore,
March 16, 1876.

65pac, ® 17, Volume 156, file 16226, Donaldson to Lowe,
April 28, 1876. .

66In 1876, Mr. Jaeggl yger, published the follow1ng

pamphlet, descrlblng in a favourable fashion, the activities
of M adame Von Koerber: Dié schweizerisch-canadische
Auswanderungsfrage, Bern: Jent & Reinert, 1876.

67pac, R 17, Volume 174,-file 18096, Koerber to the
M inister of Agriculture, December 11, 1876.

-,
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Although this deleggtion never camé;lthe invitation resulted
eventually in an official gyiss_gobﬁfnment delegation vigiting
~and reporting,on Western Canada. Iq>the meantime, another
group of eight men under the care of Mr. Mugk Jr., left
.Neuchatei on February 23, 1877 and settled on the Maignetawan._68

Mme Von Koerber approached officials in the Swiss
government ?n an effort to elicit their opinions as fo the
. proper method Canadian authérities should employ in seéking
immigrants from_Switzerland. Her.report set out clearly the ‘ },/
fact that-the Swiss government was in no'way‘prepared to encourage
aqy immigrgtion recruitment much less to offer any assistance

to Canadian agents. She reported:

Ainsi que je prévoie avec raison, les propositiens . (~
que j'ai sous les yeux, les terres & réserver pour
" la colonisation Suisse devraient &tre visitées et
' étudiées par les Experts & le Conseils Fédéral nés,
seraient .en mesure de prendre une décision définitive
qu'aprés avoir entendu l'opinion et pris connaissance : ’
des rapports des:dits Experts.
En revanche le Conseil Fé&déral ne saurait en aucune
fagon se laisser dicter le choix des personnes aux-
quelles serait conféré cette mission, mais il devrait
'se réserver pleine et entidre liberté de désigner les
Experts jouissant de sa propre confiance. Il parait
€galement bien naturel que les frais de cette mission
soient 3 la charge du Gouvernement Canadien dans le

cas au moigs ol les négociations resteraient sans
résultats.

®®pAC, RG 17, Volume 181, file 18715, Koerber to Lowe, -
January 10,-1877; Volume 180, file 18656, Koerber to Lowe,
January 27, 1877.

9pac, RG 17, Volume 182, file 18805, Koerber to Lowe,
February 19, 1877. . ) g

v
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Epere was little the Canadian government could accomplish
beybnd the slow trickle already directed to Ontario. Mme
Vog Koerber's appeal to Prime Minister BAlexander Mackenzie
in né way altered the situation, and Secretary Lowe éonfided-
that "the insistence of the Swiss Govt Zgig7 that the
Canadian Govt should pay ‘the passage of the emigrants"

ended the matter for the moment.vo

Hopes wgre,reyéved in August 1877, howevef,‘whéh Mme
- Von Koerber received instructions to send to Canada two delegatés;
Dr. Otto Hahn as the representative from the Kingdom of Wur-
temburg, and a Swiss delegate to be selected‘by the Government’
of Switzerland. The two gentlemen, who were to visit not
only the Free Grants districts of Ontario, but also the
.Province of Manitoba,.were to be granted a sum of'$1500, to be
divided\?qually between them.?l Th?‘negotiations that ensued
precipitated the Canadian gévernmen% into the tangled web-
of Swiss partisan politics,.a'field which Madame Von Koerber
knew only too well but which she had failed to impress
sufficiently on her superiors in Ottawa. To understand how
this first.attempt by Canada to obtain a Swiss delegaté”to.
Manitoba failed, one must examine carefully the background'

s

politics that shrouded the issue.

L4 . hd

7OPAC, RG 17, Volume 1666, English and Continental Agents,
Letters, pp. 89~90, Lowe to Koerber, March 22, 1877.

71PAC, RG 17, Letterbook 1518, pp. 255-56, Lowe to Koerber,
August 10, 1877. :

»
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From the Swiss government's point of View, it was
essential that more than one delegate be sent from Europe so
that‘the initial report could be cor;obOratéd by a second
witness, and following this principle, two delegates were
invited.—"2 Equally important to the kind of reception the
Canadian invitation reéeived was the shifting gresidency of
the Swisgs Confederation. Elise Von Koerber, speaking three
years laier to the'Cohmittee of the Federal House of Commons ,

explalned the s;gnlflcance of thlS factor.

In the first place, the Canadian Government would
not send an invitation before they were sure the
Swiss Government would accept it. I had to go and"
see whether the Swiss Government would accept it.
Then the invitation was sent; but it came latex
than it should have come,: because it makes a great
deal of difference who is at the head of the Swiss
Government. At the time the pro ition was made
Dr. Weltie was President. 'He too
interest in emlgratlon, and was v

' Canada--and that is a great point, (fo

- of the people in Switzerland are favorable to the
United States. He was- favorable (to Canada, and had
he been President when the invitation arrived he
would have accepted at once. But when it arrived
President Fleer wasgin office. - yvear passed, and-
Mr. Schenk became Président. His sympathies are
entirely with the Uhited Statg§ and he took no
steps in regard to the matter. .

72Canada, Parliament, Journals (House of Commons}), 1880,
Appendix No. 3, Testimony of Madame de Koerber, April 19,
1880, p. 21. ' :

731pid., p. 20. '

-
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Furthermore, the invitation had to respect the
strictest diplomatic usage. The 1nv1tat10n as presented by
Mme Von Koerber was not accepted by the Swiss. government:
"... the President of the Confederation says /it/ is not
spresented in due-official form, owing to my not being
formally accredited to his‘.‘Governmer‘lt.“?4 It should have
proceeded directly from the Canadian government, or from the
British Minister in Berne, téxthe Swiss government.75 In
the last days of February, 1878, Lowe took a "Ministerial
decision" and forwarded an official Departmental letter of
invitation to the Swiss government.76 As Von Koerber had
indicated, however, this was an unacceptable apprcach. The
final blow to the plan came when the Governor-General declined
to issue thg requiréd invitation. Ottawa refﬁsed to pursue
the matter further. Therefore, in June 1878, Dr. Otto Hahn .
of Wurtemburg left_fdr Canada aione, whiie Dr. Guillaume,
the\deéignapgd Swiss delegate could "not diseﬁgage himself at

the same time,..."?7

: 74PAC RG 17 Volume 207, file 21336, Koerber to Lowe,

November 8, 1877.

"51bid.; PAC, RG 17, Volume 207,file 21334, Koerber to
Annand, November 15, 1877.

7GPA€, RG 17, Volume 1666, English and Continental
Agents, Létters, p. 168, Lowe to Koerber, February 27, 18B78.

77PAC RG 17, Volume 278, file 28762, Koerber to the
Minister of Agrlculture, Aprll 24, 1880. ‘
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After this setback, Mme Von Koerber suffefed failure
uﬁon failure in her coloﬁization.plans. Most of her time was
spént counteracting the aftaéﬁg_ievelled against her both from
disenchanted Swiss immigrants in Ontario, and from the firm of .
gwilchenbart which had by 1878 taken a greater interest in the
United States than in Canaga. FolléQing upon the defeat of
the Mackenzie Libéral Government in 1878 Mme Von Koerber was
dismissed probably as part of the expenditure cutbacks promised:
by the incoming Macdonald Conservative a@ministration.78
Bitter and discouraged, Mme Von Koerber spent her-las§ years
promoting controlled female immigration. She died in 1884,
destituﬁe, in‘a London, England hotel room.79

The last“of the fspeciar'agents to act in Switzerland
as a represeﬁtative of the Canadian government, Mme Von Koerber
understood better than any other agent the intricacies of
Swiss pqlitics and the workings of the Republic's bureaucracy.
Cantonal, cémmunal and federal_emigration laws preéented a

labyrinth of complications through which only initiates could

advance. Her success, however, was circumscribed by the

\ .

Tﬁ 78roerber's relationship with Pope in 1872 had not
been encouraging. Pope did riot approve of women in public
office, and his return to power spelled doom for any future
effort Koerber had planned. See for ekample, PAC, RG 17,
Vvolume 1665, p. 88, John Lowe to William Dixon, August 28,
1873; p. 137, Lowe to John Ennis, May 23, 1874.

79pac, RG 17, Volume 400, file 43182, telegram, Colmer
to Tupper, April 8, 1884.
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federal governﬁent's failure to commit.themselves tc a Swiss
immigration policy and place the full weight of their agencies
behind her. Without this rotal commitment, the benadian
government could not ﬂoPe to combat effectively the massive
American and Argentinian Propaganda network.
VI )

Ancther approach had to be underteken by the Canadian
-. government. With thig purpose in mind, John byke, Dominion
Government Agent in Liverpool, and the agent in charge of the
European Continent, v151ted the Swiss Republic in 1881. It
was hlS 1ntent10n, although this was not directly provided
for in his instructions, to seno a Swiss delegate to Canadei.80
Canada's reputatlon in Switzerland had been tarnished further
by a press report in December 1879 that "the Canadian\ Govern-
ment placed at the disposal of the Swiss Federal Couﬁé%;f’tf—__azj
$1,500 to defray the expenses of any experts whom they might
Tecommend to report on the suitableness of Canada for Swiss
immigrants,"81 and the subsequént revelation that only $750
had been allotted A deputation of three men from fie "Grutle
Verein" prepared to visit Western Canada, but after learning of °
the error proceeded instead to West Vi_rginia.82

Y

8%pac, R 17, volume 318, ‘file 32791, Dyke to Lowe,
July 19, 1881. _ .
81See n.. 72.

821bid.; see n. 77.
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b

John Dyke's first report indicated that there was -

a segment of the Assembly represented by Dr. Joos who encouraged

83

emigration from Switzerland. "In consequence of this,

instructions were sent to the various /Swiss/ consuls abr

-~ N

to teport hpon the advantages offered by the different countries
n84

in‘which they are stationed. There was no Swiss, Consul in
Western Canada, and Dyke searched in earnest to find a Swiss
delegate capable of giving a favourable accéunt of Western:
Canada. He believed he had found such a man in the person of

a Mr. Kindler, but the latter proved unable to make the journey.85

Before the Dominion Agent could find a replacement ‘for
86

Kindler, new Swiss emigration laws enacted in 1879 further

complicated his efforts. To meet the new stringent emigration
requirements Dyke suggested that Canada place its immigration
activities completely in the hands of the firm of Zwilchenbart
which, although currently promoting emigration to Kentucky, -

world encounter "if reasonable inducements were offered...,

Y

not the slightest difficulty in forming a colony of Swiss people

in the North West during the ensuing Spring.” This method

. .
4 '

83pac, RG 17, volume 322, ¥ile 33241, Dyke to the
Minister of Agriculture, August 22, 1881.

841p44.

851pia.

86See introduction.



.~ 45 -

, .
he considered far superior to the appointment of Canadian .

agents who wouid, in ény case, "come into conflict with these
rich and powerfﬁl oid—established agencies."87
‘x\ Probably through the efforts -of the Zw1lchenbart

Agency, Dyke met the delegate he had been looking for,

) :
Mr. Jacob Hausw1rth "a well known practical farmer" and ®

'Justice of the Peace? from the town of'Saanen,,in the
Canton of Berne.Bai Mme Von Koerber was quick teo denounce

Hauswirth's appointment when it was announced. She wrote
i

*ain desperatlon to Lowe, who reported to the Agent in Liverpool:

This man was one of her most bitter enemies when
she was promotlng Swiss immigration and did every-
thing to hinder immigration to Canada, in fact to
such an extent was this-carried on, that at one
time, she met him in public face to face with a
number of people and called upon him for proof to-
sustain the assertions he had made.

Her statements, however, were not considered as being relevant

to the turn of events. : . Q§§
7 o
8 Sée n. 83.
88 )

PAC, RG 17, Volume 322, file 33276, Dyke'to the Minister
of Agriculture, August 18, 1881.

89PAC RG 17, Volume 1667, English and Continental Agents,
Letters, pp. 96- 93 Lowe to Dyke, September 28, 1881.
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Hauswirth, leaving at the end of August or a week

. ¥ - T~ .

later than the German delegates that were to accompany him, *
arrived at Quebec¢, in mid-September 1881 and proceeded to

Western Canada.90

The Manitoba Daily Free Press took note

of his arrival in Winnipeg. i S

-~ . PR

Mr. J. E. Hauswirth, farmer, Saanen,'CaAton Berne,
Switzerland, arrived €. on’ Saturday evening from
the old couyntry on a mission precigfly similar to
that of the gentlemen above.named;?! and he starts
this morning on a trip through the game sections
of country as were visited by them. )

He went no further west than the Turtle-Mounta;n and éouris
‘districts, before ieturning home.93

His report, en the whole, was flaftering to western
Canada: and favourable to the poseibility of Swiss settlement.
He did, thever, criticize the lack of conérols exercised on

railway rates, which he envisaged as a serious hindrance to

settl_ement.94 Lowe assured him that the C.P.R. had no selfish

-

intentions, and shared with the government;%n its concern for
' g

L

Z‘

the well-being of the immigrant.

st

90PAC, RG 17, Volume 1667, English and Continental Agents,
Letters, p. 77, Lowe to John Dyke, September 15, 1881.

nghe other (German) delegates were: Dr. Edward Wieder-
shiem, Ludwig Shreiver, Julius Eberhard, and Ludwig Glock.

92Manitoba Daily :-Free Press, Wednesday, September 21, 1881,
p. 1. .

931pia.

94PAC, RG 17, Volume 1667, English and Continental hgents,
Letters, pp. 141-142, Lowe to Dyke, November 15, 1881.
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ontact with Hauswigth faded, until the spring of .
18é3, when John Dyke once,éfte travelled to the contlnent
Hauswirth made a verbal proposal to the Canadlan agent "to
organise a party of some two hundred Swiss fqrme;s/to procée&
to 1anitoba with him during the summer." Behind the plan lay
the general assumption that once 'a core of Swiss settlers had.-,
successfully established itself in the Canadian West it would
be’ relatlvely easy to encourage other emlgrants“to follow.95
Dyke discussed other possibilities as well for settlement
in the Nottn West‘Territories- Conscious of.the need for
caution, and the danger of over-optimism, he requested that

a definite colenization Plan be submitted in writing. ' Thus were

sown the seeds of the Whitewood Settlement Scheme.

The effort to encourage emigrqtion'from Switzerland to
Western Canada prior_to 1883 was discouraéinél_ Canadian
immigration offjcials were unable to make'serions'headway in
Switzerland( ané_in nany ways, resﬁgned themselves to a future
"ﬁolicy" of minimﬁm-involvement in that republic. Several
factors contributed to this relatively unsuccessful venture.
Firstly, the federal government remalned“non committal in its

approaqh towards an immigration "polucy" for Switzerland, and

directed what little energy was expended to the pursult of

"- hapless schemes and mlsgulded asplratlons. Secondly, if

@

95pac, B 17, Volume 362, file 38885, Dyke to the M inister

of Agrlculture, February 22, 1883
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Dominion.officials were often apaég;tic so were the enter-

T

prisers, aqents.aﬁd speéE§1 "observers" in Euzppe'who:prefgrredr
to occupyLEhemselves.with petty squabbles an;‘personai gains. -
L&stly, enCouragément was not fdrthcoming from the Swiss
authorities; The Swiss-governmént, wary of emigration agents
and alarmed by the disreﬁutable "tales" Ehat followed them,

P )
persistently absﬁéined from .any ‘kind of "official® encouragement
and effectively circumscribed even the most conscientioﬁs
efforts. ‘

Canadian officials saivaged from their experiencera
better understanding of thebiptricacies of the' Swiss government
-and the chicanery that.;haracterized European emigratign. In
this respect, Madame Von Koerber provéd to bg,the "voice in .
the wilaerness“.‘ As she had coﬁsistently main}ained, only
through closerudearings with a sympathetic Swiss government
and onlyﬁwith sufficient and solid financial backing at home

could the Canadian government hope to achieve success in

encouraging emigration from the Swiss Republic.

. / \/
S

- e -
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Chapter II: Early Settlement Scheme$ in Western Canada, 1872~
1889. :

Between 1872 ang 1889, two Swiss. s ement projects
were attempted in the North West Territories. . -

. v ;
proposed by Dr. Wilhglm Joos, and involved a projected land

3 . . .
reserve of 100,000 acres in Manitoba. The second, a more

promising one, was presented by Dr. Rudolph Meyer and Jacob
ﬁauswirth. Again a 1arge tract- of land was;demanded, but
.tﬁis time tﬁe”réqpirements focused on ﬁore pfactical issues.
Neither of‘the settlement schemes‘flourished,.but they
Qerved to illustrate the current of thought frésené,;;:ng -

’

Swiss politicians and emia;stion agents during those years:

_viz: .that bloc settlement offered the most viable formula

for'tﬁe settlementfof Swiss emigrants abroad.

' " This pattern had been suécessfully impleémented in the
United States,l and was considered even more essential to
Success in Western Canada‘where the vast unpogulated expanses

of the Canadian Prairies made self-subsistence essential.

VT

lSee for example, Leo Shelbert, "On Becoming an Emigrant:
A Structural View of Eighteenth-and Nineteenth-Century Swiss
Data," offprint from Perspectives in American History, Volume-
VII, the President and Fellows of Harvard College, 1974.

- . -
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. The féar of being left in iseclation énd sepafated from the
more populous centres in Ontario and Quebec, was compounded

by exaggerated rumours of barParous hordes of Iﬁdians and
Métis torménting the pfostrété immigrants as well as‘by

horrid tales of ravenous grasshoppers devouring thé ﬁrecious
sﬁmmer crop. Negative images of the Canadian West, especially
during the ‘North West uprising of 1885, heightened the a£tract—
-iveness of the immigration proéaganda of the American and .
Argéntinian land companies and efféﬁtively forestalled‘any
major efforts to transplant, Swiss immigrants in the North Wes?

Territories.

T : - '

Dr. Joos; Swiss Colonization Plan

-

. .
Dr. Joos, a renowned medical .doctor, philanthropist,

and long-time member of the Swiss "Nationalrath",2

first came

to the attention(of Canadian immigration officials in the summer
of 1872« Since the early 1850s he had interested himself in
emigration, primarily as a meéns of alleviating the many social
ills which weighed on the rapidly growing Swiss working class.

Many families had left the hardship of rural life and had

converged on the cities in search of work. By the early 1870s
L 4

2Dictionnaire Biographigque Suisse, Volume IV, P. 289.
3

Ibid. 1In 1858, Joos published a pamphlet entitled: A
"Schweizerische Auswanderungsund Kolonisationsangelegenheiten."
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thé plight of the industrial worker in Switzerland demanded

immediéte_attention. For Joos, emigration provided the,solution.

-Consequently, he considered first feéettling a number of his

couﬁtrymen in 'I‘ennessee.4

;In the éummer of 1872, Richard Berns, the Strasbourg
agent f?r the:Allan Brothers Steamship Company had been advised
by his ¥ub—égent in Switzgrlana, Mr. Elminger, that such a
movemeé

t in favour of Tennessee was in the making. At the

same time, J. A{ N. Provencher, "Special Immigration Agent”

for the Dominion of Canada, was making his tour through Europe.
Berns immediately sent Provencher and Elminger to .see Joos,

and to inquire'fs te-the possibilitiés_of re~directing his
: \

proposed cgloq{sts towardS‘Qfstern Cand?a.'

= a 1
In reporting their mé@ting in/Switzerland to the

<

Allan Headquarters in Liverpool Rieﬁafd”Berns outlined the

"

terms Joos had unsuccessfully sought from the state of Tennessee:

The amount he asked for is about 100 000 acres, but he
wants to have them wlthout any condltlon whatever and
he promised the governcr /of Tennessee7, if they should
come to terms, he could send out a number of 30000
people in a period of ten years, as he sad the signa-
tures of about 100 communities, that their emigraging _
folks would go wherever he advised them to go to.

; 4PAC, RG 17, Volume 69, file 6669. Allan Brothers Steam- '
ship Company to William Dixon, August 3, 1872. Also see Dr.

' Wilhelm Joos, Ueber Schutzausfsicht, Organisation und Leitung .

der Schweizerischen Auswanderung, Schaffausen: Im Selbtverlag
des Berfassens, 1863. For a general survey of the 1850-1860
period see Histoire de la Confé&d&ration {(Chapter 4, n. 1),
particularly pp. 433-470.

S1bid. _ .
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The grant, Joos had told Provencher,'would have to allow

<4
for an initial period of inspection with an option to with-

draw if the land were not found suitable.

This idforﬁation was conveyed through the Chief

Emigration Agent in London, William Dixon, to Ottawa where

“the Department of Agriculture, pursued thé matter further.

- Through an Order4iﬁjCounci1, Dr.-Wilhelm Joos was formally

invited to visit Canada in order to select land either in

.

Manitoba or the North West Territories. This land would

then be dﬁvided\into reserves gf'from five to ten thousand

+

. ey : . 6
acres each, and granted free "upon condition of occu ation."”
P P

This first offer. elicited no immediate action on Joos' part. .~

-

" Later, Jops communicated to Provencher in Paris that he had

received seyeral admimdble offers, and hoped that the Cana-
dian government would respond with a similar unconditional
offer "so that it deprives every reason for refusal".
Provencher doubted:the accuracy of Joos' statements and

urged that the Canadian government aban%pn the proposal

_altogether.7 ) ~—

The settlement scheme lay dormant until Madame Von

Koerber arrived in Europe. InJ?’IEtter addreﬁsed to the

geﬁf,EPAC,/R/MET Letterbook 1505, p. 152, Lowe to Dixon,

tember 18, 1872.

7PAC, MG 29, E 18, Volume I, Provencher to Lowe,
November 18, 1872,
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Department, she enclosed a copy of an "Ideales Bild eine
' Schweizerischen hchefbrau—xélonie nach ldngstens Zehnzahrigen
bestehen. System Joos,"8 which laid out the proposed plan
for .the colony. Below Fhe diagram were listed eight-major
princiﬁles which would govefn the organization of‘the
settlement and form the basis of its aéministration.9 The
colony itself would be run by an "Aktiengesellschaften" or
union. Each settler would be entitled to a carefully paf—

10

titioned forty-acre plot.™ The plan was an "ideal” one, i

more utopian in spirit than practical and suited to the

conditions of the North West. Mme Von Koerber, aware of

its shortcomings but not of Canadian -constitutional

rd

practice, wrote to the Earl of bufferin urging the Canadian

government to help transform it into a more practicallprojec.t.1l

For the moment, however, the Department of Agriculturé"preferred

to say nothing on the subject.12

8paC, RG 17, Volume 79, file 7672, Dixon to Lowe,

January 18, 1873.

?Ibid.

101pig.

11PAC RG 17, Volume 81, file 7823, Koerber to Dufferln,

March 8, 1873

12PAC, RG 17, Volume 1665, English and Continental Agents,

Letter§ pp. 153- 154 Lowe to Koerber, September 19, 1874.

‘¢
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On July 5, %P?S Dr. Joos addressed himself to

Edward Jenkins in Longon, explaining once more the desire

v

to settle his compatriots abroad. Wnlike his previous
proposal, this new scheme greatly reduced his personal

role in the negotiations, and concentrated attention more

)

on the formal correspondence to take place between the

Canadian and Swiss governments. To succeed in this project,

he emphasized the importance of gaining the confidence of
N ~
the Swiss public.

A mon avis ce,serait de la bonne &conomie
politique si le Gouvernement du Canada t&chait
de gagner l'opinion publique de la Suisse, en

.offrant une certaine fraction de ces vastes
terres en don gratuit /sic/ soit au peuple
Suisse par l'entremise du Conseil F&déral, 13
soit @ un nombre restreint de Communes Suisses.

In effect, Elise 'Von Koerber had convinced him to restructure

his program completely.l4,

In September 1875, Jenkins visited the contgnent

and scheduled a meeting with Dr. Joos to examine/further his

. settlement plans. On September 17th, Joos prefented Jenkins
' 15

with a detailed version of his revised proposal’l The

foilowing points capture. its essence:

13PAC, R 17, Volume 140, file 14672, Jenkins to Lowe,

August 18, 1875.

: 14PAC, K 17, Volume 152, file 15900, Dore to the
‘M inister qf Agriculture, March 2, 1876.

15Report of Edward Jenkins to the M inister of Agriculture,
October, 1875. See Chapt. 1, n. 49.
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1. Traiter 1l'affaire de G ouvernement a(;ouvernement

2, Offrir & la confédération Suisse une cession de -
terres de -300,000 acres sans conditions aucunes. )
3. Lui laisser doyuze mois pour ré&fléchir avant qu'elle
doive se décider.

. 4. Engager le Conseil Fédéral Suisse de se faire
donner un rapport sur l'offre par des experts nommés
par lui et envoyé&s au Canada. )

5. Promettre au Conseil F&dé&ral Suisse de prendre

sur soi les frais occasionnés par cette expertise.

6. Lib8rer la Confédération Suisse des impots
fonc1ers, quant aux terrains qui resteraient, en
sa propriété, pendant les dix premigres années.
7. Permettre 3 la Confédération de céder le tout
ou partie de la cession & un ou plusieurs Cantons16
Suisses avec la mé&me" libé&ration quant aux impdts.

Jenkins felt that the scheme suffered from several
drawbacks. Firstly, he pointed out that opposition might be
‘voiced to the demand that the land tract should remain untaxed
for ten years. Joos, defending his terms of settlement, argued
that he did not feel that if the land remained unsettled
: for some time, it should be subject to taxation. Jenkins took
issue with the demand that the land be held@ in reserve for an
 extended period, while conceding a generous time limit during
which the Swiss government could effectuate its scheme. Jenkin;
doubted that é Iargg.tract of land could be granted to the
Swiss government which it would in turn sell to its prospective -

settlers. "Then he /Joos/ says, if such offers are made by the

government of the emigrants it will be able to.sell at reason-—

able rates, the very same land which, offered by the immigrat-

ing go&ernment free, the people would not even look at. JE1£5W17

16:pid. Exhibit "B".
Y pia.
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Furthermore, there was no assurance that the ‘Swiss government

would accept to participate in such a scheme:

On the latter subject, Madame Von' Koerber wrote to

the Department of Agriculture on March .2, 1876, remarking. f

that Dr. Joos alone could not guarantee that the offer would

x~
be accepted. i

The president /Welt1e7 thinks that an oﬁfer from
canada will be accepted but it will be left to an
independent committee to undertake the or anization;
tHat committee may comprise Dr. Joos /51c but it
must neither be formed nor controlled “by Dr. Joos;
he passes for unpractical & is an opponent of the
Government; ...18 g

-

Again, the Canadian government remained silent, and the matter
continued "under consid_garation“.19
News of Jenkins' ‘conference with Dr. Joos and of

the continuing discussions in federal quarters filtered

through to Manitoba and the editors of the Manitoba Daily

Free Press. In an editorial pubiished on Saturday, July 22,

1876, the Free Press seized the opportunity to denounce the

proposal as another attempt to usurp Manitoba lands and to

prevent the free development of its towns.

i

18See n. 14.

1%ac, RG 17, Volume 160, file 16629, Koerber to
Letellier, June 4, 1876.

]
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Flattering as doubtless is the statement that this
‘is the only portion of the Dominion which affords
scope for the realization of a gigantic immigration
scheme, we must not allow our local vanity to obscure
our judgment, or~heglect to scrutinize very closely
any proposed system which aims at extending the
practice of locking up the land, which has already -
been found so great a drawback. So far as this
Province is concerned there can be no room for any
further colonization reserves, unless the area of
Manitoba is increased by enlargment of her boundaries;-
and we protest against any such reserves being '
granted in future without the concurrence of the
Provincial Government. In the vast rdgion of the
North West Territories there  is land enough and
to spare; and while a colony may be planted any-
where without suffering under the desolation of
isolation, it is not for the individual Canadian
family to be forced beycnd the limits of civilization
and opportunities of social 1ntercourse, through
reservation of land being made in e interest of
foreign emigrants in immediate p mlty to the,
centres of population. 1,/

Although the editor sympathized with the desire of the Swiss to
settle in an ethnic bloc and remain éﬁ “lose communication with
surrounding settlements, he.believed that "it would bhe far
‘better to adopt a system which,... wouid SO inte;sperse
settlements of Engligh—speaking colonists as would‘ﬁend to
21

produce homogenity of nationality in the near future.”

Whether this editorial influenced public opinion or merely

20

Manitoba Daily Free Press, Saturday, July 22, 1876,
p. 2. )

2lipia.

k T | : :
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reflected it, the fact remains. that the federal 'government

soon moved away from any further negotiatiofis. By the end

of 1876, the scheme was for all intents and purposes dead.22
II
The Whitewood Settlement Project - "

When Sir Charles Tupper replaced $ir Alexander Galt
as High Commissioner for Canada in London, England, in May.
1883, he_pndertook an extensive tour of the European continent
to familiarize himself with the different agencies aﬂa agents
representing the Dominion. 1In Basle, he met first with
Dr. Otto Hahn, agent at Rheutigen, and later with Jacob
Hauswirth, magistrate of Saanen and the first Swiss dele-

23

gate to the Canadian North West. At about the same time,

Tupper made the acquaintance of Dr. Rudolph Hermann Meyer,

22Joos did not abandon his interests in emigration.

In 1881, accompanied by another "Nationalrath" Mr. V8gelin,
he~introduced the following motion to the Federal Council:
"En pré&sence de 1l'augmentation annuelle de l1l'@migration de
citoyens suisses, le conséil fé&déral est invité & présenter
promptement un rapport et des propositions & 1'assemblée
fE&dérale, apr&s examen de la question de ‘savoir comment

on pourrait emp&cher 1l'émigration sans but déterminée, et
diriger conenablement les efforts des 'familles’ surtout

émigrant vers une nouvelle patrie." PAC, R 17, Volume 322,
file 33241, Dyke to Lowe, August 22, 18Bl. .
23

E. M. Saunders,+ed., The Life and Letters of the Rt.
Hon. Sir Charles Tupper, Bart, K. C. M. G., Toronto, London:
Cassel and Company, Ltd., 1916, pp. 10-16.

T

i
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a weii_known political econgﬁist and author of numerous S~
books and articles dealing wiﬁh agricultural, political and h
economic questions. Dr. Meyer had visited Canada in 1882

after a tour of the United States where he gathered informa-

tion in preparation for his book, . 2 Sachen der Amerikanischen

Concur—renz.24 Tupper encouraged him to return to visit

Cénada to meet with officials in the Department of Agricultu€$.25
Tupper's mgeting witﬁ Hauswirth focused on more

céncrete issues. Hauswirth told Tupper that in thé two years

Fhat had elapsed since his, return f;om Canad;*he had directed

several Swiss emigrants to Manitoba who sent favourable

reports urging continued support of Swiss emigration. “He is

of opinion" wrote Tupper, "that if a number of townships should

be set'apart for Swiss colonists and that ;he Government

should for the first party of\settlers proQide free passes

from New York to their destination in fhe North West, a

.;arge_number of emigrants mey be obtained."26 These emigrants,

numbering about four or five hundred, Hauswirth added, should

be sent.exclusively'throﬁgh the firm of Zwilchenbart.2’

2%pac, K 76, Volume 106, file 18028, Tupper to the -
Minister of Agriculture, August 14, 1883, p. 8. There are
two copies of Tupper's report in this file, the original ang
an edited version. In all cases, the original was consulted.

25 o .

Ibid.
*61pid., p. 10. . .

271bid., p. 11. - N N
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Certain factors, hogever, had to be d}arified. Fore-
most among those he mentioned was the sgeamsh;p line by which
these emigrants would sail: The Swiss were séid to'dislike
the White Cross Line which used a longer and slower route
and whicﬁ}ﬁad a poor safet&\ifcord. Several of its ships
;had 5een lost og the.high seas, the most recent incident
being the 5. 8. Ludwig which went down with some emigrants
from Southern Germany aboard. The Swiss preferred, he
pointed out, the Compéénie Générale Transatlantiéne which
enjoyed a-reputation for superior service and employed Swiss:
cooks and &tewards. The disadvantage was, however, that this
company had\no direct route to Quebec, but its ship docked
instead at thé port of New York.za

Tupper, impressed by the project's constructive

approach, asked that it be submitted in wri

ing. In addition,
he urged 'in his ¥eport to‘Pope, the Ministér of Agriculture,
that the proposal receive "if ﬁraqticab%,", favourable
consi@eration.29 ‘Hardly a month had Rdésed before Hauswirth
formally handed Tupper a dgtailed d;d%t of his propocsed scheme.
According to the plan, Hauswirth would select land--a

total'of five or six townships--somewhere west of Brandon,. and

281pid.; pp. 12-13. | %

2%9vpid., p. 14.

B

-



brlng w1th_h1m an initial party of fromﬁflve hundred to a

thousand SWlSS or other European settlers. The government,

for its part, to help ensure a satis ory'response from the

-emlgrantsv would furnish free transportation™~Nrom Castle

- Gardens 1n'New York to the;r destinatigon in Mani

%

as furnieh the neede& basio materials--flour, farm ;ﬂplementsf'
etc.-—on_a‘loan basis. Thetselectioh‘and transport of the
'emigrants would be aseigned;to'an agency appointed by the
federal governnent and only those who came in this manner
would be ellglble for federal a551stance. As for hlmself,
Hauswirth asked that his famlly be conveyed ﬁreeﬁof charge,
and that he receive a special commission'on the-emigrants he

recruited.30‘ ‘ :

On Tupper's request, John Dyke, the government'agent
in Liverpool, studied the proposal for weaknesses from. a
Canadian viewpoint. Firstly, he expressed concern over the ‘

'kind' of emigrant Hauswirth would forward. | "

30PAC RG '17, Volume 383, file 41207, Tupper to Pope,
September 13, 1883.
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N You are aware that Switzerland is in many

"+ districts greatly overpopulated and the cost of
maintaining the poor is very heavy. ,Many of Ahe
Communes are willing to -advance the whole or a -
portion of the ocean' fare in order to get rid.of:
their paupers, .and to so great an extapt is this
being done that the United States authorities’
have had to return many such emigrants from New
York. Should any arrangements be made with Mr.
Hausworth /sic/ it. should be painted out that
such paupers will not be received in the. colony
or paid for. The Communes. would no doubt try

to take advantage of arrangements made with Mxr. - .

Hauswirth to ship paupers and criminals.
In addition, kae questioned{the sagacity of entrusting
the entire scheme to one man. As has been seen, Hauswirth

‘ .
was working in conjunctioh with the ‘firm of Zwilchenbart,
[ h - '

headed at the ti’e by J. Imobersteg.32 John Dyke had investi- -

gated allegations that the Swiss National Society ofndontregi

-

had publicly denounéed.SwiSS emigration to Canadar he

1 .

uncovered. evidence that Imobersteg wds interested in the

Swiss colbny at Bernstadt, Kentucky.33' Hauswirth's project

F « _ T
then, would bind Canada to the Zwil{chenbarf“ firm while the/
N : . * . N

latter would be free Eo cérry on its other projeéts, even;//

thase harmful to' Canadian interests, unimpeded. Turthermore,

1

3l£b,id. ' / "' . . e ' \"_

32See Chapt. 1, pp. 15-16. In later years there appegars
the firm of John Imobersteg’ & Cie. ‘ . .

33see n. 30. see also, PAC, RG 17, Volume 413y file
45058, Daley to Lowe, August 18, 1884; Volume 421, file

46024, baley to Lowe, November 18, 1884. d
‘/ "
L t
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. by suppdrting one firy above'enother, the Dominion might
incite jealousies between agente.?4 In concluding his
report Dyke -recommended that Hauswirth be encouraged ln
his efforts and "if possrble in connectlon w1th Messrs.

Zw11chenbart of Basel who could be paig special comm1551ons

I
in a secret (manner on the parties located in Manltoba "35

In early September, F. J. Dore of the Office of ‘the
High Comm1551oner in London, went to Switzerland to meet
w1thbir. Hausw1rth and the Swiss Minister of Agrlculture
Dore's purpose was to assess Hausw1rth's rellablllty and
the progect s soundness Dore felt sufficiently satisfiegd

=
to report: I
! Sl

Mrx. Hauswirth,: ‘who is a Justice of the Peace
for bls district, 'a position of some importance
in Switzerland is evidently a ¥armer of prominence
in the nelghbourhood of* Saanen, and I think his
‘assistance and influence- ‘will be very valuable to
FT> us in- our- emlgratlon movements in Sw1tzer1and
generally.36.. .

»

-,

l

. 34Other agents equally 1nterested in forwardlng immigrants
to Manitoba, were Messrs. Schnéebeli & Co., agents for the

.Compagnie Transatlantique, and Mr. Goldsmith, agent-fOr tHe ';;“"

Cunard Line. In confiection with the®r work e&, PAC, R3 17, .
Volume 365, file 39242, Dyke to Lowe, Idaréﬁ’gl 1883- Volume'
367, file 39443, Colmer to ther41nlsher of Agriculture,
Aprll 12, 1883; Letterbook 1538, ps”230, Small to- Dyke, April
14, 1883; p. 241, Small 'to Grahame Apr11 14, 1883; Volume
366, file 39396, Maass to therdlnlster of Agrlculture, April
22, 1883. '
- 35 | o~
See n. 30,-

2%ac, R 17, Volume 417, file 45444, Chipman to Lowe,

September 13, 1884 . .

By
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Hauswirth proposed another exploratory trip to Canada at the
expense of the Department of Agriculture, estimated at about

37 Dore was convinced but not the - .

one thousand dollars.
Department officials ﬁho objected that the season was already
too advanced and that the sum demanded by Hauswirth was
"higher than he /the Minister of Agriculture/ has authorised
in oﬁher\caseg of delegates visiﬁing Canada".38

Hauswirth appe;led once more to the High Commissioner,
noting that the settlement scheme had received wide publicity
in the Swissg papers emphasizing that strenuous efforts were
not being made by competitive American land companies to
discredit the schemé gntirely, and providing a list of two
hundred families which were said to be ready to sail with
him. He agreed to proceed alone to!danitoba, and Pope agreed
' to pay his passage fare if he would come by the Quebec route.
Tupper wrote encouragingly to Ottawa in anticipation of a
. favourable assessment by officials from the Department of

Agriculture.40

37 1pi4.

3BE;AC, X 17, Letterbook 1548, p. 49, Lowe to Tupper,
October 23, 1884.. . .

39PAC, RG 17, Letterbook 1548, p. 207, Lowe to Tupper,
December 31, 1884. )

. 40PAC, R 17, Volume 425, file 46430, Tupper to Pope,
December 4, 1884. . '

39

Q
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During this time, Dr. Meyer had not beeﬁ idle. The
Departméht, in recognition of the valuable service his ffip
'te the North Wes# might render to canada offered him a free
pass‘frem Liverpool to Ottawa. A meeting had been arranged
between Hauswirth and Meyer most likely at the request of |
the Minister of Agriculture.41 Meyer showed an interest in
Hauswirth's emigrationhifheme, and arranged for a future

N . 42

meeting with him in December 1884. That rendezvods produced

desirable results, as the 24 December issue of Paris Canada

noted: "Le docteur Rudolph!deyer,.:. a vivemene apprécié
notre pays et les avantages qu'offre le Noxd-Ouest, nous a
entretenu, ces jours derniers d un prOJet d'émigration venant
de Suisse, dont il va saisir sir Charles Tupper et le gouverne-
ment canadié;i"43

On December 20, 1884, Meyer and Hauswirﬁh'submitted
thQ&i\jOlnt plan to Sir Charles Tupper. The success‘of the

. S

plan itself rested on two najor” factors- firstly, the
reservation of a sizeable tract of land where the Swiss would

-
be able to settle as a bloc; secondly, a loan of $100,000

which would permit the colony to establlsh itself and provide, *

among other things, a school and a cheese and butter factory.44

41,0, ' 17, Volume 428, file 46750, Meyer to Pope,
November 19, 1884.

421pia.

43Par1;=,< Canada, Wednesday, December 24, 1884, p. 2.

PAC’J;3 17, Volume 428, file. 46707, Tupper to Pope, °
January 1, 1885.

s s =
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Thé.reserved land Qas-tq Femain;free fr ;state" taxation
:for Een years, and a fixed freight rate was to be maintained
for iwenty years. Additionally, Meyer and Hauswirth would
each recei&e two acres of lané for every settler grough£“~u
"out during the first ten yeafs.45~ Unlike Hauswirth's-previous
plan, this project placed a greater emphasis on agfiéultural
pursuits. It called for common pasture land, mechanization
and a corporate administration. The cheese and butter
industry would provide the major occupation, and would be

operated as.a jointwstock company. The more cattle and

financial investment a farmer contributed, the more shares (‘n

he would possess, and hence, the more control he could
exercise. It ﬁas undgrstooa, of course, that Hauswirth
and Meyer would be the chief administrators of both the
company and the colony during its initial three years of .
operation.46 In short, the colony would be transformed into
what resembled a self-help Swiss Commune, with Hauswirth and
Meyer as its self-appointed “Burgermeistérs.“

Sir Charles Tupper stronély\recommended the plan
beéca of his admiration for Dr. Meyer and Jacob H;uswirth,
both of whom vere independently, wealthy and enj;yqd a good
reputation in Switzerland. Pope, on the other hand, was less
optimistic. ? e $100,000 loan was out éf the question, and as

for "the rest it'"might be'arranged.“47

451bid.'

461pia.

471pia.
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To clarify and examine more theoroughly the avenues
through which the preoject could be successfully undertaken,
Tupper.and Dore went to Paris to meet “eyer, Hauswirth,

Messrs. Zwilchenbart and the directors of the Compagnie
Transatlanthue of Le Havre -Tupper's report was a flattering
re—appralsal of the entlre prgposal, coupletd with reassurances
- that the whole affair rested in the -hands of two sober and
industrious men. Opposition had been voiced to the $100,000
_loan but Tupper argued that the sum was quite small and had
as collateral the large number of settle¥s~teady to leave
‘upon notice. Both Meyer and Hauswirth guaranteed that the
settlers would be coming out with capital assets equal to
the amount of the loan extended to them.48 As for the large
tract’ of land to be reserved, he explained that it would not
be held for speculation but to accomodate approximately
1800 emigrants the first_year, with upwards of B000 the follow-
ing year.49
TN
I feel you will agree with me that the steady
influx of Swiss settlers of the aforesaid gquality
into the North West, would be an unmixed blessing to
that part of Canada. Both in respect of country

and climate they would seem specially adapted for

our North West while their training occupation at

"home has been, exactly in connection with those

branches of agriculture viz: stock raising; dairy

and mixed farmlng, which we partlcularly desire to
encourage in those parts.

4SPAC, RG 17, Volume 431, file 47041, Tupper to Pope,
February 5, 1885. ' )

49, . . -
Ibid.
i

501pia.
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Tupper must have reassured)de&er aﬁd Hauswirth that
the Canadian government would accept his recommendations
because preparations were made to recruit immiérants for

51

the ‘colony. A circular distributed by Zwilchenbart and

published by various Swiss newspapers in M arch 1585 repeated

*bublicly the chief points of the scheme. Interestingly, it
pointed out that the land had to be situated near the Canaé&an
Pacific Railway, but at the same time it should be in the
vicinity of a navigable river' "so ;he settler is not dependent
upon the arbitrariness of a mightyﬂR. R. Company for his
exports & imports."SE\ All passengers would be required to
book their trip with_thg Zwilchenbart agency. The circular
concluded:

To Heads of families, young robust men & women,
labourers & especially agriculturists who have some
means, I can recommend the formation of a Swiss
Col'y Zgig7 inMan.,... Lofties, Book brooders,
Drunkards, Hypocondriacs, sleepy heads & such _who
fear blisters on the hands, shall remain at. home;
hence may eagch examine himself, if he feels within
him the reqyjred strength & perseverance & only
then lef him“decide.53

.

51
1885.

52PAC, RG 17, Volume 2396, Hauswirth tdbﬁeyer,'ﬂarch 1885.
Translation from the German.

5

PAC, RG 17, Volume 2396, Hauswirth to Meyer, February 10,

31bid.
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With a letter of introdpctién.from Tupper to Prime
Idinistep Sir John A.I@écdonald,!&eyer and Hauswirth prepared
to Lgé;e for Canada. Dieyer chose to sail from Li&erpool on
April 2 aboard the Allan steamer "Peruvian", while Hauswirth,

- in the company of Mr. Karlen (a veterinarian and Hauswirth's

perPonal assistant), chose the Le Havre-New York route

- ¢
sailing with the Compagnie Transatlantique on the 4th of N
April. )

Meyer and Hauswirth met with the Ministers of the
Interior and Agriculture on Aprii 22,.lé§5, to discuss the
exact terms of the required Order—in;Council.S4 The Canadian
officials required a direct investment of 3000 déllars by
both Meyer and Hau%wirth for general impr?vements and the
guarantee that within two yeuars a cheese factory would be

in production.55

No menti®n was made of the $;00,006 loan.
With this verbal agreement, Hauswirth left Canaééﬁto rejoin
his family in Chicago. ,

On May 7, 1885, M eyer recéived from John Lowe, the
-secretary of the Department of Agriculture, a letter specifying
that the three thousand doilar investment be applieq strictly

to the construction of buildings and the buying of machinery.

54PAC, RG 15, Volume 340, file\BBiéd, Lowe to Burgess,
April 22, 1885,

55PAC, RG 15, Volume 340, file 88134, M emorandum to the
Privy Council, from D. L. Macpherson, Minister of the Intgkior,
May 8, 1885. - ' & ¢ .
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Lowe rejectedDieyer's'suggestioh that part of the sum be
employed to purchase livestock. He did not wish to provide

the Swiss prbmoters with an opportunity to sell both the
land and cattle o;ce the patent had been obtained.56 Meyer
responded angrily with two nearly identical letters to the
Deputy M inister of the Interior, A.M. Burgess, and to the
Minister of thé Interior, Sir David M acpherson. He protested
that it would be foolish to spend‘three thousand dollarsﬁon
buildings and machinery before he knew exactly when gnd how
many settlers would+be coming and how the Indian troubles

in the North West would affect his colenization proiect. On

the suggestion that he might be engaging in speculation he

responded tart

«». I am

ow-a month almost in Canada, I spent money
alone, n /FP

counted my time and anoyance /sic/, about

llars/ and up to this day I got not one
ollar from the Canadian Government, except one free
pass from Liverpool to Ottawa and I declare myself
willing teo invest the amount of money, M r.. Lowe
asks me for, say 3000D, on one section, worth, even
at the government price of 2 1/2 D per acre only
1600D.--under those conditions I think I ought not
to be supposed td drive away my lifestock! I beg,
dear Sir, you would ask Sir John Macdonald the
letter of introduction he got for me by Excellency

" the Governor 3eneral - and then I hope you will -put

. as much, faith in my work., that I may not be suspected,
to buy for 3000D cattle, drive it on my section, get
the title and sell cattle and section. You may ask,

fpac, RG 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Meyer toMacpherson,
May %, 1885. : |
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™ that I have had my stock at least one half yeax
on the section.- to that condition I will agree,
'‘but to build for 3000D unnecessary buildings that
I cannot do.=7 .

lore realistically, he asked that the terms of,the‘anticipated
Order—in;Council be extended until 1888. - a
A draft of the Order-in-Council was presented to the
Privy Council onMay 8th and the final version &as promulgated
three days later.58 It embodied the_méjor sources of complaint
raised by Meyer,, but extended the term of the agreeﬁent only
to November 30th, 1887. An added provision a;lowed for a
bonus of two ééres for every q?ionistlieyer ana Hayswirth
placed in the colony. | h )
Hauswirth, Meyer ang Karlen met Land Cémﬁissioner
H. H. Smith in Winnipeg, and from there proceeded to inspect
the lands with Land Inspector W. J. 0; Bourchier.. En route
they met Thomas Bennett, the‘gggnt for the Department of
Agriculture at Brandon and accompanied him to inspect available’
lands lying both to the noEth and to the south of the city.
From thére they went westward with their guide to examine
land south of Whitewood and north of Moose Mountain bordering
on the Pipestone Creek; the latter location met with the

1

unanimous satisfaction of the deputation.59 %

.

57pac, TG 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Meyer to Burgess,
. May 7, 1885. :

58PAC, K6 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Lowe to Burgess,
May 11, 1885.

59PAC, K 17, Volume 442, file 48268, Bennett to Pope,
June 2, 1885. ’
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Barely had they returned to Winnipeg, that a- dlspute
arose between Hausw1rth andﬂdeyer on the one hand, and
Commissioner Smith on the other hand, over the interétetation
to be placed on the Order-in-Council of May 11.

Their ﬁnderstandlng of the order being, that

upon their 1nd1v1duallsettlement they would receive

each one section of 640 acres in consideration of

their united interests, in the formation of a Swiss

Colony in the North West, but as the Indian troubles

which have arisen here mlght prevent their accomplish-
. ing their object, successfully, they expected to

receive their patents, wither zfic? they had plagsd

the requisite number of settlers on land or not.

]

Smith was firm in his assertlon that the patents would be
awarded only if the required number of colonlsts were settled
and so certified by a land inspector. Hauswirth left in
anger for St. Paul, whileldeye} remained in the North West
to take up an ordinary pre-emption.61

. Meyer doubted that Hauswirth would resume his role in
the colonization project, consequently, he asked that an
amendment be made to the orlglﬂél Orggr—ln—Coun01l giving him
separate and -full "consequent privilégesf commensurate with

the scheme. He made it known that, if need be he would

proceed alone with the proposed construction of the cheese
62 . ‘

factory. Sﬁith was, much to the satisfaction offﬁeier,
501p14.
{ A
11pia. |

62PAC 5 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Smith to Burgess,

June 1, 1885
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giveh the authority by the Department of the Interior, to

pr@paré a revised draft.®3 : v

Hauswirth, now in Chicago, urged Meyer to reconsider
the project and not to invest money in it.-

... as in this year tHere can be no thought of any
more executing our project,... I would like to again
give you the well ment /Sic/ advice, not to sacrifice
here this year any money to Whitewood, as the local
conditions there till next year may shape thepmselves
there in M anifoba and the North West, so, thay{ both
of us perhaps later on will thank G od, not to jave
followed in the first instance our feelings,...J
we Swiss have the proverb: "Rather a bad journey
than a bad purchase; therefore examipe everything

in day time agq settle affdirs, after you have slept.
three times."

{ eanwhile, the Department of the Interior, upon hearing
of the misunderstanding, tried to rectify the'situation. They
. v
wired Smith in Winnipeg that the patents rested not on the

/ -
number of settlers placed on the land, but rather on the opening

~and operation of a cheese and dairy factory; Bennett, they

65

assumed, had been misinformed. Smith confirmed their

suspicion of the interpretation placed upon the settlement
clause, reported that Meyer was now satisfied with the

pioposed new Order-in-Council, and added that, in his opinion,

_Hauswirth had been lured back to the United States by the

o §

63pac, B 15, Volume 340, file 88134, telegram, Smith to

Burgess, June 3, 1885; telegram, Burgess to Smith, June 3, 1885,

64PAC, B 17, Volume 2396, Hauswirth toMeyer, June 5, .
1885. .

65 -

PAC, & 15, Volume 340, file 88134, telegram, Burgess
to Smith, June 8, 1885.

f
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American land cornpanies;66 John Smith, the Department of

Agriculture agent in Hamilton, Ontario, was instructed to

-

proceed imﬁediately to New York to see‘@hether the two
hundred immigrants--divided into two parties, one of fifty
and the other of one hundreéd and fifty--had arrived at

- N
Castle Gardens, and whether some perhaps had been diverted

to one of the American States.67 ‘.

Smith's report of June 10 indicated that no trace
could be found of either party at Castle Gardens. On the

othe;.hand he dlscovered some disturbing facts about the
e i o
Zw1lch§nbart firm and Swiss emlgratlon operatlons

In my investigations I discoyered thdt the
French Line Agency for Switzerland is altogether
controlled by Zwilchenbart resident there and
his agency in NewrYork is représented by J. Ot-'
tenheimer who is also the -General Manager of the
Sinsolu ‘Land Company of Kentucky which is owned
| and controlled by Zwilchenbart and his asgpciates,
“and I am informed that it has been made sufflclently
?. interesting to some of the New York Central agents
so as to secure their cooperation.

——

t

»

66pac, R 15, Volume 340, file 88134, telegram, Smith
to Burgess, June 9, 1885; R 17, Volume 443 file 48344,
telegram, Smith to Burgess, June 79, 1885.

67pac, RG 17, Volume 443; file 48330, John Smith to
Lowe, June 10, 1885. There appears t6 be some confusion as
to whether or-not the party of fifty did in fact land at
Castle Gardens. Although Smith's report would indicate that
it did not, there is other evidence which indicates the
opposite. Witness this telegram: "Informed party fifty
Swiss immigrants under bonus arrangement ticketed Manitoba
by Transatlantigque Company diverted en route ‘/sic/. Can
this be stopped." R 17, Letterbook 1550, p. 105, Lowe to
J. N. Abbott, May 27, 1885.

68 1ia.

EAN
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Although the Zwilchenbart firm ﬁeemed virtually uncontrollable,
Smith did obtain a-promise from the Superintendent of Castle
Gardens, Mr. &ackson} and from Mx. De Bebian, the New York
agent for the Compagnie’Générale Transatlantique, that Swiss

immigranté destined for the Canadian North West would be

¥
forwarded promptly to their destination.sg

‘

On the same day as Smith's report was submitted, Meyex

-

wrote to Lowe éenying.that he had prioy knowledge of Zwilchen-
bart's interests in Kentucky. Assuming that Hauswirth knew

of their scheme but had not told him about it, Meyer secretly

70

engaged a man in France to make inquiries.':&hat investigator

/

in;%%rmedrﬁeyer that althoﬁgh no emigrants had left with Haus-

. wirth on April 4th, approximately a month earlier, fifty'Swiss.

1.

‘had , left "déclarant qu'il§ allaient pour 1l'affaire Meyer Haus-
wirth”. On the 25th of April, Meyer received andlher letter(
from this same investigator stating that in!&ay,-"lSO émigrants
environ déclaré&s par Imobérsteg, pour l'affaire Hauswirth
éartiroﬁt le mgis'prochain, pour leldanftoba - Je n'ai plus
besoinbje pense de vous recommander une certaiﬁe'méfiance v;s
71

d vis deM. H. - qui certainement a fait cause ‘commune avec I".

ks

63 1pid. | _ {'
; 70The identity of this man is not known.

7lpac, ®°17, Volume 443, file 48383 1/2, Grahamé to
Lowe, June 10, 1885. Enclosing letters from Meyer.
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Meyer had reason to doubt Hauswirth"s commitment to the

P . ) . coa -
Canadian colony, neverthelesst'he wrote cautiapsly, "I
- . . o *

- would not even now.state positively that he has broken
72

faith."

L Y

-

- \

Ddeyer, on the conzrary, believed that Hausw1rth had

\\_,\\\;W_‘lost falth in the- Canadla

\ernment s’ commltment to the

Sw1ss\colonlzatlon pro;ect because Lowe had changed the terms

'\

in hls letter ofb&ay 7th,” then Cohm1551oner Smith had placed

a totally different 1nterpretat10n on the Order—ln-Council

“3"“

. ey

Tnese changes could be interpreted as plac1ng:{eyer and

.«‘Hauswirth égnpletely at the meréy of the land inspector'é'

report wn!%h‘vould be submitted. after three years. If-the

report were uﬁfavourable, three years effort and investment

_w?uld have beenelOSt

e — Ly

RN

i
Ow1ng *to thékse continual changes, and dlfferences

of interpretation, and oplnlons, my colleagueMr.
Hauswirth,.lost, I presume all conflg

Winnipeg, as stated to me, to hold conferences with
Swiss Setglers Ih the vicinity of St. Paul and
Chicago. last remark to me, however, was,’

if his countr en would come. with him to thls country
hé would'xeturn, if noét he would go to Switzerland,
remaining there during the winter,‘reserv1ng ‘hisg
decision asyto whethir'he would come to this country
‘next. spring or not.. 4 :

ence, and-left

e J :
Ca o 21pia. ’

%deyer later recelved a postcard from Hausw1rth telllng
him that the Swiss. in‘ v1c1n1ty would not be comlng to
Canada. % x .

74See n. 1. .. & “L, *

Kl

L

B :
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't‘f'. Meyer 1n51sted that. wrth or w1thout Hauswirth's

fr

assistance, he would proceed w1th the pro;ect as 1ntended
He conceded that if Hauswirth returned to Canada he should
be requlred to make direct 1nvestments in the_colony‘and to .
Tulfill his homestead obllgatLOns | If Hauswirth abandoned

the project, Meyer wished to'lay claim to the entire reserve

" of land. He noted that the North West uprising.nad been

publicized with disastrous results for recruiting in Swit-

zerland. Moreover, his own personal experiences in the-

il

Thited States confirmed that it’ would be difficult for

prospectlve emlgrants to Canada to resist the appeals of .

over-zealous-Amerloan land agents. 75 Passenders coming- to

L
Western Canada, he concluded, should be encouraged to board

only those steamers whicngpad a direct ronte to Quebec.76

!deyer's disturbin ~letter prompted another investi—

gatlon, but this time by John W. Romaine, Immlgratlon Agent

of the Erie and Western Rallw%x,/ Romalne had. agreed to \
cooperate with, the Canadian government and to forward any

Sw1ss 1mm1grants tlcketed to Wlnnlpeg through to their

/
destlneglon. After examining the books at Castle Gardens
& - o * .

751pia. -

761pia.

-
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for evidence 0of the arrival of.the expected party'of éwiss
settlers, Romaine found n; evidence of such a group. He
did, however, confirm that a group of 150 Swiss was schedhled
to sail from Europe*&ﬁ June ist and he promised "that every
effort ﬁossibig will be made to prevent the diversion of

Manitoba business."’’ i

As the whole dispute between ﬁauswirth;;{eyer and

Smith seemed to have arisen after the méeting with'Bennett,

a further enqdiry was launched to determine where Bennett had
obtained his misleading information.zs Smith denied leaving'
the 1mpre5510n that the whole lssue of patents rested on
the number &fﬂﬁettlers placed on the land. Instead, he
shared)deyé},;/v1ew that -Hauswirth had only used.the disputg
as an excus;rto leave the country, and that he had in reality
been drawn away by the American agents. Hauswirth, Smith
continuedL never really intended to settle in the.North West
Territories. His trip to the Territoriesﬂ he added; céme

only as a result ofrﬁeyer s 1n51stence and’ even so Hausw1rth

had ‘left the bulk of hls luggage in the United States. 79

77PAC, RG 17, Volume 454; file 48442, Romaine to Lowe,

June 11, 1885.

78PAC, RG 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Burgess to Smith,
June' 16, 1885. '

. ~79PAg, RG .15, Volume 340, file
June 16, 1885. :

“~ N
,’8%34 Smith to Burgess,’

-ty
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To add to the confusion, a conflict was developing.

. between the Departments of Agriculture and‘the Interior.80

‘The explonatory expedition to the West had been under the

jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior, but Bennett
was in the employ of the Department of Agriculture, which ‘
insisted that agrarian immigration was within its juﬁisdiction.

Now the Departments bickered about who was responsible for

.the project's disintegration.

Meyer and Hauswirth began a personal duel. On

June 18, lBBS,Iﬂeyér wrote to Hauswirth and to John Lowe.

.To Hauswirth, he wrote bluntly urging him to come .at once

to the ﬁorth West and fulfill the agreement he had entered

81

into in London. He did not in this first letter direct.

any accusations; these he reserved for the letter to Lowe.
I fear, Mr. Hauswirth has employed the time of
Jung lst to June 4th at St.—Paul,. to go to the’
lands of the Western Lands Compagnie /sic/ of
Minnesota and then went to Chicago 'to make . (
arrangements with the Directeor, of it,.Dr. .
Frederiksen. His intention MAY now be, to go
to Switzerland, to persuade the WEALTHY Emigrants
to go to Minnesota or to Kentucky; wheﬁﬁ his
friend Imobersteg... is interested,...

80See for example, PAC, RG 15, Vblume 340, file 88134,
Lowe to Burgess, June 18, 1885; Bennett to .Lowe, June 25,

1885; Hall to Lowe, September 5, 1885. . 5
8-1PJG’LC, G 17, \blume 2396, Meyer to Hauswirth, June ia,
1885. - . ‘ , \ .
82

PAC, R3 17, Volume 2396, Meyer to Lowe, June 18, 1885.

_ “
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Hauswirth, he added, shouid be coerced into returning to"take}//
up his -homestead and to invest the sum~that‘he had agreed to//
earlier.83 Mever sent a second letter to the-Department of
Agriculture in June 1885, accusing Hauswirth of using‘Caﬁadian-
travel funds to return to Switzerland where 'he joined with the
Zwilchenbart agency and a certain Ju%es}donod.in spreading
rumours about Indiaﬁ risings and barbarities ir the Canadian
North-West.84 At‘the same. time, they promoted emigration to
the tnited States. RO | S

o ﬁauewirth replied promptly to Meyer saying that he
had no tentions of abandonlng the,scheme, but "present &
politij troubles" 1nc11ned him "to prepare evené:hlng

still better fof next year, and to choose still more

1.carefully the necessary persons in Europe and in Switzerland."

He requested the Department of Agriculture to forward him
the one hyndred pounds promised him by Sir Charles"Tupper

in London, to pay_for hisi return trip to Eur0pe.86

Ib:l.a/ PAC, RG 17, Volume 444, file 48475, Grahame to

Lowe, June 20, 1885 Hauswirth had moved all his belonglngs
to Chlcago.

B4pac, B 17, Volume 2396, Meyer to Lowe, June 24, 1885.
In, the\mlddle ofﬁdarch 1888, Meyer received a men3c1ng note
ﬁrom a certain Jules.Monod. It is most probable, but not cer-
tain, that this person and the Jules Monod mentioned above,"
are oneé. See PAC, RG 17, Vblume 608 file 68800, Meyer to
Lowe, March 22, 1888.. C e ‘ ' .

. _ o
85PAC R 17, Volume 2396 Hauswirth to Meyer, ggge 22 1885'
BGIbld T -]
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In early July, the Departmth of Agrlculture inviteg
Hauswirth, now back in Chlcago, to\egqour his agreement

\
relative to the North West Territories\colony. Hauswirth,

in turn .accused /i eyer of dabbling in private speculation, and'
of'consciously wanting to bring to the North West a party of /

immigrants who were totally unprepared to face the cdming winter

To such a foolhardy plan, he"wrote, "I'shall never lend my

‘hand." 87 In his reply to the Department of Agriculture he

-

argued that immedgétg/;oldnization’was impractical becauee
of the Riel uprising. The _uprising now made the pmgntlng of
essentlal seed crops ;mp0551ble, and Splralllng 1nf1at10n
had sent prices far above their normal level. The success
of the proyect depended upon a favourdble reaction from the
flrst group of settlers. Therefore "one must go to work
onlffw1th the greatést sagacity, if one does not want to

enpty the babe with the bath;...“88 He concluded with the

.'thinly veiled threats that if‘his wishes were not met in

full he woeld be forced to take his complaints to the Swiss
"Bundesrath", and “to make use of the North Amerlcan Offers
which aré at my dlsposal for Sw1ss and Germae/settlements n83

)
.. & .
1

87PAC RG 17 Volume 2396, Hauswirth to Meyer, July 7 1885.
PAC, RG 17, Volume 2396 -Hausw1rth to Lowe, July 7, 1885.

831p3a.
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The threat that Hauswirth would now definitely turn

against Canada caused Meyer some concern: "he will of course
w30

-

now do everything to blackmail Canada... » he wrote Lowe.

- -

Meyer asked that Canadian government-agents in New Ydrk

.

c\“
“monitor. Swiss.emigration to Noxth Amerlca and also Hausw1rth'

movements. He.stggested that they sﬁould subscribe to the

nachweizer Handels Courier", printed in Basel, as that was

Y

the papér in which Hauswirth published his articles.

- . Letters from a friend in Paris91

about the publicity
given to the Riel uprising added toldeyer's concerns. -’
révolte des Mé&tis a eu également un certain
r tentissement en’ Suisse et bien qu'on la sache
almée aujourd’hui 1' anthousiasme s'est forcément
- refroidi. Ces agents«d'émlgratlon ne comptent
plus guére ggr cette” année pour l'émlgratlon
Canadlenne. A . .

But the greatest blow.of all camg with Hausw1rth'

striden nd acrimonious mlss1ve°
*Everlasting curse for your- deceit & treason agalnst
.me: bloody /sic/ revenge will be sure, this is 1
arranged & will be further arranged; neither White-
; wood, M anitobs, Parls, Florenz, Venice: 8 Rome will
% - - ~-save’'you from it. Be you sure of that. .

*
r

N 90

-

PAC, kG 17, Vblume»2396 ﬁ&eyer to Lowe, July 17 1885.
91Ardant, a friend and co-author of- the book, La Question
Agraire, Etude sur 1'Histoire Politique de la Petite Proprléte,
Paris: Morot Fréres et- Chuit, Edlteurs, 1887.

.*/#EFPAC RS 17ﬂ Volume 2396 Meyer to Lowe, July 17 “1885 (?).

93PAC RG 17, Volume 2396 Hausw1rth to M eyer, September 2,
1885 (’) &
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Not “long after this threatening note was—received by ° _ ;

YMeyer, John Dyke noticed an article written by Hauswirth in

the Amerikanische Schweizer Zeitung, lambasting the coloniza-
tion project as a "huge swindle". Dyke visited Basel to
inform himself further on the matter,94-and concluded that

Hauswirth's statements would not have much influence because

his

he had lost credibility after being turned out o

.magistfate‘§ position. He felt assured that hisM™ "bad bad

o N
word can certainly do us no harm."gs_ ‘ | J(/
B .I.V‘
Now .that Hauswirth had shown his Erue_colqurs,:ieyer
was anxious to proceed with the colonization plans. Howevér,
Meyer could not obtain the patents to the land, because a
large pér£ of the reserve belonged to the Canadian Pacific
Railway and not to the goﬁernment. J. H.nacTévish, the
C.P.R. Land Commissioner at Winnipeg, agreed to holé the land
_in reserve but preferred not to sﬁrrehder it until the arrivél

96

of the Swiss settlers. Meyer wanted the C.P.R. to exchange

this land for government lands elsewhere, an arrangement which

N
.

9‘-iPAC, RG l7,l¥blume 455, file 49667, Dyke to Lowe,
_Sgptember 11, 1885, ) , _ ] -
. Y : : o [
~ °pac, ® 17, Volume 463, file 50558, Dyke to Lowe, |
October 15, 1885. - ' . Cor
2®pac, B 15, Volume 340, file 88134, McTavish tq Meyer,
July 15, 1885. .
- N

|

~
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the government was reluctant to pursue.g7 Moreover, plans
for the erection of the cheese factory were already under

‘ | N - .
way,g8 and financial support for this scheme would 1likely

r

collapse if Meyer did not obtain the required patents
99

The legal tangle wa!f;zt easy to unravel. First

of all, on September 10th, 1885, Meyer obtained a new
o ! ) o .
8rder—in—Council by the terms of whichfhe became "entitled

‘to all consequent privileges whether Mr. Hauswirth fulfill

w100

his part of the arrangement or not. Secondly, the

Department of the Interior investigated the possibility of

reéerving a different tract of land for Meyer's colonists.101

.

%Tpac, R 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Meyer to Lowe,
July 28, 1885.
- 981pid. on July 24, 1eyer held his first meeting in
the town of Whitewood, to discuss the establishment of his
cheese and butter factony

99pac, R 17, Volume 2396, Meyer to Lowe, July 27, 1885.

100pac, R: 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Memorandum to the

’”Prlvy Council by Thomas White, M inister of the Interlor,

September 5, 1885. .
103pac, K 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Hall té Smith,
September 5, 1885; Smith to Hall, September 14, 1885.

[P —
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Iﬁefer_meanwhile, spent his time éomplaining to the
Dépaftment of Agricq}ture about the-harassment he.suffered
at the hands of "wild" bands of “"roaming I;dians" stealing
cattle and intimidéting the farmers. He E%EEd for police.
- protection, and-after'a special investigatibﬂ conducted by
Thomas Bennett,‘he was given the kind of é}eferential
treatmént which aroused some jealousy in some qﬁarterS}lbz

The,. Regina Leader for example, ‘commented,

Dr. Meyers /sic/ of the German colony south of
Whitewood, Is a favored individual. Two mounted _
policemen visit his farm three times a week, which
suits the doctor admirably, by these opportunities
he gets his mail, express parcels, way freight and
transient visitors landed at his door at a very
cheap rate:. Give the doctor the "whip hand" and
he knows how to profit by it! Any unfortunate
Indian who happens to pass the doctor's homestead
is es rte? five miles further OTOQY a mounted
policenan go the doctor says....

In earlf\January 1886,}4eyer retufned to Switzerland

. : . r
in an effort to’gather financial support for his settlement in

i

Western Canada. The tripfwas'unsuccessful, partly because he

104

held no patents on his land. .Once more he turned to Sir

eaarles Tupper for assistance.
K . .

—y

lO?PAC, G 17, Volume 465, file 50881, Bennett to Lowe,

December 1, 1885; Volume 2396, Meyer- to- Lowe, November 25, 1885;
R 18, .Volume 1051 (Bl), white to Fortescue, October 28, 1886.

103

Regina.lLeader, Dﬁfémber 21, 1886, p. 1.

104PAC, RG 17, Volume 2396, Meyer to Lowe, Japuary 9, 1886;
R 15, Wolume 340, file 88134, Meyer to the Department of the
- Interior, January 26, 1886; K& 17, Volume 473, file 51814, .
Colmer to the Minister of Agriculture, February 16,1}886,
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I saw Dr Meyer in Paris a few days ago. As you’ .
may be aware, he is paying a visit to the.Continent
this winter in order to promote, as far as possible,
the interests of the North-West, and I have no doubt
he has been doing some useful work, although so far .
his success has not been so great as we should have
liked.... I promised to write to you to ask you to
expédite as much as may be practicable the granting
of .the title of ‘the land which has been given to
him, and I shall be glad if‘ygﬂ will glve the mattexr
your favorable consideration. >

By the end of February,lﬂeyer abpea;ed‘totally frustrated
because Héuswirth, who was now back in_Saanen, was fervently
agitat?hg against emiération to the North West Territories.

"I got many letters.from Switzerland the last 2 méﬁths,"l&éyer
wrote, "but no definitive engagement is possible, when a han

L} - *
stays in_that country, who works against me. 106 rom Canada -

he received letters.inqicatiné that settlers in the Whitewood

area were contemplating leaving the North West Territories in

search of grehter prosperity in the United States.107 Dis-~

couraged aﬁd disheartened, he vowed upon his return to Canada
to cease alll colonisation work ;ntil he hdd received his
patents. igcompényiné'him on his-trip back to-Can;da, were
Count Roffignac and'a Erencﬂ gardener; from now on, his efforts

wi;}d focus exclusively on agriculfﬁre; g? . ‘}“
E ® _

4

1%pac, RG 15, Volume 340, file 88134, Tupper to Carling,
arch 3, 1886. . .

106PAC RG 17, Volume 476, file 52181 Tupper to: Carllng,

March 20, 1886

107 1hiq. T

¢
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"December 31, 1885. Lowe belleved thatbdeyer mlght well have

) - 87 - ’
'lWhenﬁleyer Had asked that a land ihspector be sent
out to verify his claim that he had indeed contributed
sufficient improvements to warrant a patent, ehe Depaftment of

the Interior sent out Inspector Bourchier to make an‘official

examin'ation,.108 The report, submitted December 31st; 1885,

valued the material improvements at $3145.00 and the livestock.

at $760.00, a sum considerably less than the $6000.00M eyer

¢laimed to have invested.:0?

- 'Névertheless, the Deparé%eht of

| . N
- the Interior was prepared to recommend favdurably' if the

-

Deparﬁment of Agrlculture concuryed.
o

. When Pope became gravely ilX durlng the early months
\
of 1886 he was succeeded in the office of Minister of

L]

Agrlcuxture by John Carllng who ordered a review of the matter.
v‘ - R
It was not until 4 arch 27th, that the Department of Agriculture

officially made its views clear to the{ inister of the Interior.
‘4:
Lowe's memo defended the Swiss project and malntalned that
v :

M eyer had in fact complied with all the stipulatlons‘spelled out

in the Order-in-Council of May eleventh.

,

%pBPAC, R 15, Volume 340, file 88134 telegram, Burgess to
Smith, 'December 8, 1885.

PAC, B 17, Volume 466; file 50978, Hall to Lowe,

spept six thousand dollars, as the disturbances in the Territories

boos ti\ prices to abnormal levels. "... it 'i:s easy to see that
e-p

in the“peculiar circumstances of last year after the dlsturbances

‘he may HQVG_Rgld the highest prices for everything." PAC, B 15,
Volume 340, ‘f J\388134 Lowe to White, March 27, 1886. b

'
. - '1/—,
\
s . . . e .
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.-+ I would very strongly recommend as a question of
immigration and especially having in view the valuable’
service rendered by Dr. Meyer to the Department of
Agrjculture in important .publications previous to
the colonisation scheme under question, and the actual
work of propagandism done . in connection with his
arrangement--proof of the adhesion to the scheme of
one hundred and seventy-five Swiss families having
been furnished to ‘the Department-—that the condition
of the Ordeyx-in-Council of May 1lth,... should be
held to have been substantially complied with, .
although the cheese factory is not’ actually erected,

. but nearly twice the amount spécified as necessary to
be expended having been qotually'spent.l

L4

In eéfeét{ onMay 26, 1886 a new Order-in-Council yas
promulgated ﬁssigh%ng}deyer the patents to fwo 3éttiops which
the Canadian ﬁailway evéntuallf surfendered. h furéher delay
-was occasioned.when the pateﬁts‘were mailed to Whitehead,

L]

Manitoba, instead of ﬁhitewood, Assiniboiaii Byifﬁenbﬁeyer's
project had collaésed and the original immigrants had gone to
the Uiited Stateé in response to the.efforts of‘Hausw}rth and
Imobersteqg. | | &. j .
Aéknowledgihg'that his scheme had failed, Meyer turned
to more lucrativg personal pursuits in agriculture. His farm,
known as'"La Rolandrie", became a regular attrﬁétion to visitors
from the East who were}conductéd on official fours df Western

‘Cariada, courtesy of the C.P.R. One such reporter, Howard

Trueman, a writer for .the St. John Daily Sun, and the Sackville

Post, wrote of his visit to the Meyer farm-

P

LY a

110

n

Lowe to White, March 27, 1886, p. 11. See n. 109. .
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A number of our party drove out yesterday about
twenty miles from Broadview to visit a German, one.
Dr. Myers, /sic/ who has lotated right oh the prairie,
and is spending a ‘thousand.dollars a month in build-
ings and in breaking and preparing his land. BHe is
fitting qp?éﬁgﬁything about him in grand style, had
four or five acres in gardan, and is putting up a
cheese factory.. Good butter and cheese are made
here, but I am told that owing to the lack of the

d(\\»iight kind of appliances -for buti?i,and cheese making,

Meyer's project surviyed two more years on the Prairies

he good article is exceptional.

On April, 29, 1889 he wrote to deg; "You may have mentioned,

.that I have given up my farm of 45@0 acres to-a joint stock

v

"Co....'1

‘hope to get in one or 2 weeks a manager and will

"then leave with my family for Europe, where I intend tédétay'

11/2 to 2 years.“ll3_bA1though he planned to return to Canada

he never

did because he died in- Europe.that same year.

r

'La Rolandrie' passed into the hands of Coupt Roffignac and

—

then to other owners. On April 12, 1894, the following article

appeafed_in the Whitewood ﬁeralgf-

”~

* . N
(- . . ' ‘__J
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as PAM ),
Sun and-

Provincial Archives of Manitoba (herefnaftef}cited.
MG 1, B 29, Letter written'to the St. John Daily
the Sackville Post, by reporter Howard Trueman, in

September and October, 1887; Letter from Broadview, N.\W. T.,
Septembér 30, 1887,.p. 3. - o T
. : ' A . .

113
.to Lowe,

PAC, R 17, A 1, Voluge 1679, fileMe-Mi, Meyer \ _
April 29, 1889. n- . o~
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After a career of some nine years, the Rolandrie .
Farming Compaﬁy has ceased operations, and on
Wednesday the “4th .inst., the live and dead stock

’ on the exten51ve .place 1n the Plpestone vallay was
sold under the hammer, by Mr. Charles Street,.L.
The Rolandrie farmlnq company commgnced in 1885
with Dr. Meyer as manager, and has at times attracted
cansiderable, attention in the Territories. Dr.
Meyer was succeeded by Comte de Raffignac [sic/
who was a shrewd and enterprising man, but he failed
to make the affairs of the company a pecuniary:
Success.... Compte Roffignac was succeeded two
years ago by Mons. FErnépd Carnoy, who has held
the management up to th® present. As far as is
knowh at present the buildings and extensive lands
of the company will lie idle, unless a customer
can be found for them. The company have sunk a
large sum in the enterprise, which has been quite
an assistance to the district, and we are sorry
their operationilgave not been attended with
better success.

- The Joos and Meyer—-Hauswirth settlement schemes both
failed largely because neither enjoyed the confidence of the

Swiss governﬁent. Other drawbacks helped to bring about

their dgmisei’ Joos had little grasp of Ehg realities of life.
in‘the North West Teéritories and failed to consider essentials
_he@egsary for the survival of a community, such. as indugtﬁy,
marketiné and finance. His ineptitude. in this field was

recqgﬁized by his government éolléagues and this soon filtered

-

¥

through'to Canadian officials who preferred tébremain non-

. . -
”~- -

'S

commital on-:the project.

L3

114After leaving the fa¥m, Count Roffignac headed south

to the United States.

a ' ' .
115The Whitewood Herald, April 12, 1894, p. 8, (courtesy,

PA1).
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Thé;&eyer—HausQiEFH project fared little Eettér'bﬁt
offered more promising results. ThP team of Meyer and |
‘Hauswirth appeaned well s@ited'to t e task, but in the end

hélﬁed aggravate an already-deteriorating situation. Meyer,
‘ o . T
on the other hand, was an intellectual, a dreamer and a

1le

petit bourgeois land owner with little experience in

immigkation matters, yet he recognized the importance of

industry as a stabilizing element in an infant community.

Hénée, he iﬁsisted on a cheese and butte faétory with
| Z

other hand, was

:'an énterpriser and opportunist with vast experience in the

> = :
emigration business. The harmony,\however, faltered because

of a series of misunderst lengs and back-room manoceuvring

"which left each part m%Strusting the otypr. The quesgion

’ 116For an €&xample of his 'ideas' see PAC, R 17, Volume
469, file 51363, Tupper to Carling, January 16, 1886; Volume
544, file 60742, Meyer to Tupper, August 1, 1887. Other
correspondence with the Governor Seneral as well as some of
Meyer's publications is equallyx revealing. '

e et s s b - o e et e
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CHAPTER III: Canadlan Agents and the North Atlantic Tradlng
' Cbmpany, 1891-190Q9.

-

Sincé;tﬁe 1870s efforts to induce Swiss immigration
intohWestéfn Canada‘had largely beén in vain. It was clear
that the campaign of ?speciai agents" of the Canadian govern-
ment h#d been a miserable failure, and that a new assessment
of the situation was required. This chapter examines this
renewed’approaéﬁ, whereby the task of recruiting Swiss
Ammigrants was plg¢ed almost enti;ely in the hands of booking
agents, and at é 1ate¢ éate, in tHe hands of the North
Atlantic Tradin;’Company. The "specidl agents" had faceé
too many oBstacLes——spme self-inflicted,,soﬂg‘imposed. Their
reputation’ on the continent was often less than reputable

and, more often than not, their own personal competitiveness
g =S, :

~ v tesns . . i
undermined their credibility. To add'to their problems, they

e

were often coﬁfronted with a hostile reception- from the *

indigenous agents who jealously guarded their own entérpr%ses.
Furthermore, the Swiss Pederal Council had started to

expedite abuses by means of a ;eries of stri!gently énforced

emigration laws. The first of'théserlaﬁs as drafted in 1879

to be replaced by even more forceful legislation in 1888 The
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latter yemained in force well into the 1920s. .By the turn
+ v . : ! a

of the q ntury, the Swiss government had established its
(///) _own Federal Emigration Bureau to supervise booking agents

and the general process of emigration. All emigrgthon 4

societies, agencies, colonization projects and emidration
. 8 3 N

propaganda came under the supervigion of Ehe Bureau.1 @

-

Canadian officials now_aﬁélyzed the reésons'for the
failure of the early Swiss colqnizétion projects and réviewed
; the situation in Switzerland. Barnérd, Kormann, Koerber
and Dyke femarkea that more money had to be spent if success
g&ere to bé enjoyed. Short—térmlcontracts should be abandoned
and less faith should be piaced'in pretty pictures or.enticing
brochures. ‘Norman M acdonald points Qﬁt that: "Agents had no
intergst in circulaﬁing\pamphlets in&@ﬁich their own names
did not.appe?r, and 5554 which they could expect little or )
‘no profit.“i Consequently, the government undertook a ,
total remodelling of its approach. Iiéré money was made available
~and booking agents were %resehted with more attractive offers
to present to intending émigrAnts.‘ The practice of sending
agent; to the continent was not entirely discontinued, but
the real hope of succesé now lay in a contractual relationship
&? lIt is not known whgn the Bureau was originally formed.
5 '

- Norman Macdonald, Canada: Immigration and Colonization,
s 1841-1903, Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1966, p. 32.

’
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of all the major passenger service agencies on the European
] ' ,

continént.’ Sir:Charles Tupper vigorously supported this

-—

policy, although sdme government officials disagreed with him.
Despite these. strenuous efforts emigration from Switzerland

to Western C;nada incfeast ocnly slightly, the yearly outflow
still constituted less than that from. any other Buropean
count:y.3 When'éhe Iirs£ World War erupted, Swiss‘immigration
slowed to a trickle and new problems, such as Swiss-G ermans
being listed as undesirable immigrants, emerged.  Only.after
the Firsf World War‘did 4 more optimistic tone prevail.

. /‘-//\{ I

. F
..Canadian Agents \\‘“\

Between 1890 and 1914 only a handful of agents were
sent to Switzeriand by the Canadian government. Their viéité
were irregular and usually restricted to the French—speaking
cantons. Even there, they were effectively circumscribed in
their freedom of movement by instruc%ions from Ottawa to
avoid conflict or interference with the booking agents.

In the late 1880s and early 1890s, Pierre Fﬁursin, the

private secretary of Hector Fabre, the Canadian Commissioner

with the North Atlantic Tradipg Company, an umbrella organization-

I

3See for example, PAC, K 76, Volume 50, file 1980, Part -1,

Preston to Scott, Extract from a Report dated July 8, 1905.

=~
LRy
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in Paris,‘undertook on the instrucéions of the Minister of
Agriculture, a series of trips %b—%he Swiss canton of Fribdﬁfé
which was reported_toiﬁe a fruitful area for emigration.‘4 .

One religious order, for example, the Chanoines Ré&guliers de

1'Immaculée Eéﬁséﬁticn’ﬁ;d joined thedr counterparts in Eh@

—

Frencgfgpra"andﬂhad left their homeland under the guidance
of Dom Paul Benoiﬁ for Manitoba, where they founded thé .
parishes of Saint-Claude and Notre-Dame de‘Lourdés. Foursin
acc0mpIished.1ittle on this trip and even his claim to have

sent a few families to the settlements of Lourdes ahd Saint-

. Claude was challenged by Dom Benoit who observed that "he

did not visit the colonists and was not visited by them. Not

knowing any of them any more.than he was known of them.“5

Later he did influence a few Swiss to join the French and

Belgian emigréhts at the settlement of Montmartre founded in
1893.6 '
}/ i .
’ In 1896\Fbursiﬁ proposed the opening of a Canadian
- . ~
agency in Basle.7 He discounted the premise that the controls

- . »

ar

QPAC, KB 15, Volume 668, file 294480, Foursin to Carling,

July 30, 1891.

SPAC, © 15, Volumé 668, file 294480, Benoit to Bennett,
July. 28, 1891. »

"6pac, ’ 15, Volume 668, file 294480, Daly to Fabre,
January 24, 1893; G ouzée tolﬂcConnell,rday 1, 1903.

7PAC, G 76, Volume 101, file 14202, memorandum, House of

Commons, n. d.; KB 25, A-7, Volume 499, file, Preston's Reports,

1900-1901, Strathcona to ifton, March 23, 1896.

By
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imposed'by the Swiss Federal CounFil ifpeded alll successful

'Efforts to encourage emigration and on this péing he won the

- |

support of several members of Parliamentvand of t?e Solicitor

General. The latter répqrtgd: ' \

- .. After comparing the emigration laws of!| Belgium,
Brance  and Switzerland, I have come to the'conclusion
that in the latter country the laws and regulations
are far less difficult to comply with... !

... there exists no legal impediment. to the -.

work of immigration in Switzerlang. The regulatigns

are less strict than in Belgium and in France....

¢

Theo4iﬁister of the Interior, Clifford Sifton placed his

*

confidence strictly with the booking companies E:fher than in

agents such as Foursin who would attract the attention of the

-

foreign authorities. and so create "serious difficulty".9

" With regard to the matter zf/the appbintment of
Mr. Foursin as Immigratdon Agent at Basle, Switzer~
land,... I am of the opinion . hat it would be ‘a
most serious mistake if the G vernment made any
appointment of. an Agent in that country. I was
under the impresslon that we could do some special
work there and while in Europe last year I visited
the capital of Switzerland and™wonsulted with 1r.
Dreyfus, Chief Administrator of the G overnment of
Switgerland, on emigration matters, with the object
of doming to some arrangement regarding work. ' After
a very long discussion during which I used every .
argument I could think of to induce their G overnment

to allow us to give their people some idea as to the. o

conditions prevailing in Canada the Commissioner was '
most emphatic in hii statement that no such thing *
could be permitted. 10

>

8

9

PAC, G 76, Volume 101, file
farch 21, 190s5. .

Ibid.
, N B

10

e

PAC, R “#6, Volume 101 .
Solicitor G eneral, n. 4.

s

file L4202, memorandum, the

-

34202, memorandum, Mr. Cory,

I
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'Barred from any fufther aétiVity in,Switzeriand, rburs%nhwas

forced to abandon his efforts in that country. ' -
Anbther immigratiop'agent who wo#%ed iﬁ §witzerland

was Auguste Bodaﬁg,ll appointed'as-Cananan governmént.agent

for France, Belgiuﬁ‘ghé~8witzerlaﬁd.in 1895. Switzerland,
However,, occupied only-a small part of his time. Nevertheless,
he was reﬁponsible'for several Swiss families‘goingvto the
périshes of Lourdes ahqw§aint—C1éude.12 On his triﬁ to
Europe in 1892 he iimifza his visits to the French-speaking

cantons of Switzerland because his orders were to refrain from
. N ot

interfering with the booking agepts who were most active in
the .G erman-speaking Cam}r&j .

‘His appointment,; strongly opposed by John Lowe the

Seéieta;y of the Departmen£ of Agriculture,'and.supported

" by A:Pd. Burgess, the Deputy M inister of the Interior, was
important in bringing into focus two opposing views on

,immigration activity. Lowe wrote:

»

“

llPAC, G 76, Volume 1, file L, part 1, memorandum,
Mr. A. Bodard, n. d.; article in the Montpeal Daily Witness,
n. 9. Bodard was at one time the editor”of a Conservative.
newspaper in Windsor Cntario, Le Courier that went bankrupt.
Later he became an active secretary of the French Colonization
Society in Montreal. In 1889, he visited as an emigration
agent, France, Belgium and Switzerland.

12See n. 5.

i
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I have the highest' opinion ofMr. Bodard, and
I think that the work he has done as Secretary _-
for 'the French Colonization Society has been inva-
luable. While such is, however the case, there
. is the very greatesi objection to the sending of
" 'Agents from this country either to the Tnited
Kingdom or to ‘the Continent of Europe. It is a

-

. policy which has heen entirely discontinued by
r _ this Department on the'very strong recommendation
of Sir Charles Tupper and our own Agents of the .
greatest experience in the United Kingdom.
My opinion, therefore is against sending¥r.

Bodardlgo France and Belgium as an Immigratioen
Agent.
- D. McNicholl of the Canadian Pacific Ra;lway and J. .
Ennis of the Allan Line shared Lowe's concern. ‘NMeither savoured
the-interfeéence of an agent in the immigration business.

"All printed matter intended for distribution by the Agents"

Ennis had wriftem Bodard, "should be consigned in bulk to the

- . ¥

1 .
Steamship ¢o's lﬁig7, each one receiving a proportion according

to the maénl udéﬂsffgts bhsines's."l4 Burgess assured both .
holl that Bodard would be made aware of the

i % in which he was operating.

Ennis and 1c
deiicéte sitda
A third agent involved in Switzerland was Paul Wiallard
‘who concerned himself principally with France and Belgium during
the time the North Atlant;c Trading Company was at its zénith.

In the fall of 1903, Wialifrd made an inspection tour of fanitoba

)

l3PAC, KB 76, Volume 1,'file 1, Lowe to Burgess, April 28,
1892. v,

, .
14PAC, K 76, Volume 1, file 1, part 1, Ennis to Bodard,
December 8, 1892. *
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ahd the North West’ Terrltorles visiting partlcularly the
Erench-speaklng settlements including "one of the most important

of‘allxlfown§7 I think, Notre Dame de Lourdes, where.l gathered
' ' 15 - .

‘a lot of precious material."” On his return to Europe

Wiallard visited Luxembourg and Swiﬁzérlandhi“...wh;yé I had
. L 4 _

to meet severai prospective emigrants related to actual French- !

speaking settlers of these countries, whom I've met while

nl6 In Sw1tzer1and Wlallard also

visiting our Nbrth West.
contacted two 1ndependent Steamshlp agencies which he interested
1n the passenger business to Canada and to which he promlsed

a bonus from the Canadian government should a regular sexvice

prove feasible. In addition, he promised to forward to their

_ agencies, pamphlets on Canada. Innocently enoﬁgh,.he wrote

W. T. R. Preston, the Inspector of European Agencies:

"Naturally,'I understand that neither of these two pecple

can eibect to be our exclusive agent as this general agency has

been given to the North Atlantic Trading Company, wﬁich fact I
hope does, not prevent-us to work among pe0p1e~where nothing
very special has been done SO far."t’ o

S, .. ' /%/’//’

155nc, 56 76, Volume 295, file 271343, part 1, Wiallard
to Smart, November 6, 15903.

16p0c, 5 76, Volume 295, file 271343, part 1, Wiallard
£o Preston, December 24, 1903.

17 1p5a.
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'The reaction from Preston came swiftly. It could

only be hostile because he viewed the North Atlantic Trading.

Compaqy'as the backbone of the emigration movement to Canada.

He cautioned Wiallard, whom he believed to have acted in good

_,«<:\\ﬁaifﬁ\§}though alsoe in ignorag:e: -
. B ' . y

As I told you in myl letter a day or two ago, In
so far.as Luxembourq, Germany and SwitZErlapa are
‘concerned, ' they are under control of the Continental
Company, and, in the first place they resent very
strongly the interference of,/outside inflyences on
account of the danger of upsetting the relations
existing in connection with arrangements made, and
in view of the possible misunderstandin® which might
then occtir with the booking agents as to the res-
ponsibilitg;of carrying on the propaganda in
question.l '

t

There is evidence, however, that Wiallard had definite plans
to develop a steady and reliable recruitment in Swiﬁzerland.

First indications of Wiallard's plans came from

D. Treau de Coeli,‘19 the government representative in Eelgium

who also had interests in Switzerlandagnd Luxembourg. He
was upset because Wiallard threatened to "invade” his territory.
]

I am quite disposed to confine myself to Belgium and
Holland, where things are booming now, but, as I
wrote you once beforeMr. W's Miallard7/ arrival,' 1
would not like to be commanded by a new comer who
would reap the benefit of my work.20

8pac, & 76, Volume 295, file 271343, part 1, Wiallard "
. to Preston, December 24, 1903.

lgln 1903, De Coeli had sent several Swiss emigrants.to

Canada, PAC, R3 76, Volume 295, file 271343, part 1, De Coeli
to Preston, January 1, 1904,
P,

. 2%bid. . - o
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Wiallard's_géfence’was that, as he was travelling in the north =4

of France it was his responsibility to visit Luxembourg and
R

Switzerland "where chancez/for a suécessfulﬁcampaign are,

at least, as good in the Euxembourl duychy itself."Zl

To the -
charge that ‘he had invadedMr. de Coeli's territory, he repljed, -
that "there is no Raft in €9xembourg which could be claimed‘&s',

being Belgian more %han some parts of it could be called French.”" 22°

Preston quickl% reminded him of the limitation of his mission
, Yo ] .

and the penalties to be incurred if he exceeded his:jurisdiction: .
. - ”
I have yours of the 4th, and note your reference - :
to what you regard as your right to travel beyond
France in the diB®charge of the duties which you
naturally think have been placed upen you in connect-
ion with your position in Paris. I am very sorry that
I am forced to join the issue with you on this subject. v
I think it not unlikely that my knowledge of the
situation on the Continent, and of the® details in
connection with the Continental work, outside of .
France and Belgium, being under my especial charge in
so far as the Continental Syndicate are responsible.
“to me, justifies the conclusion that it is inadvisable
_\//ﬁhat any part of their work should be interfered
//( with by any G overnment Agent who is not specifically
deputed by the Department to take part in propaganda.
- Under these circumstances I am sorry to have to say
that in so far as the expense in connection with
your gffice are’ concerned, I will be compelled in
future to strike out from your account any travg}ling
.expenses incurred beyond the borders of France. .

-
L]

*Leac, & 76, volume 295, file 271343, part 1, Wiallard |
to Preston, January 4, 1904. . ‘

f

r

221hid.

’pac, B 76, Volume 295, file 271343, part 1, Preston to !
Wiallard, January 6, 1904. - . ;
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As*soon as the contrac;'with\the North Atlantic Tradinggcdmpgny

) héd,been terminated in 1906, Wialiar&”appealedito the‘Honouréble_ ",

B R T
Frank Olyger, the Minister of the Interiorﬂ and within, a few

24 L L

After the collapse of the Noxth Atlantic Trading Company,

years he resumed recruiting in Switzerland.

»

" Switzerland was assigned once again to¢ the Paris Agency and on
~July 82&, 1908, Charleshg¢T?allier de Roeder becameﬂghe fourth

25

-a&ent.of tHe Canadian G overnment.“>. Charles de Gallier, a -

native of Switzerland who had settled at Invermay (Saskatchewan),
2 -

went to Versoix to encourage the emigration.of his countrymen.26

After meetings in London and Paris, af the latter with his

predecessor, Wiallard, he decided to .approach the Swiss

government. His mission was reported in the M anitoba Free Press

as follows:

The ‘country has,... an emigration bureau of its own,
for the prupose of dealing with the six thousand
people who emigrate every year. Mr. De Gallier de
Roeder represented to the authorities that this
-bureau is defective in not being able to.give to
. .the people who come to Western Canada the informa-
tion, which they require and for want of which they

rﬂg- ) go to the wrong districts and at wrong times of the

year. Having convinced the officials of the desira-

" bility of giving reliable information, he received
authorization-to act through the emigration bureau,
and intigding emigrants were referred to him for
advice. -

245ce fort example, PAC, RS 76, Volume 295, file 271343,
part ®, wWiallard to Oliver, November 3, 1906; Wiallard to Walker,

, November 28, 1906; Wiallard's report in K 76, Volume 296, part 3.

25pac, % 76, Volume 528, file 803101, Scott to de Gallier,
July 8, 1908, - :

26pac, T 76, Volume 528, file 803101, article, 1anitoba
Free Press, March 3, 1909.
27

Al

Ibid.
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De 3 allier's greatest contrlbutlon was making Canadlan;
officials aware of the important role of the. Federal Bureau
of Emigration in Berne: Althouéh his c;ntract with the
government endeﬁ in Novemﬁer, 1908, de(;aliien carried his
work through ﬁntil the following Pebruar&. In\late Eebruané,
1909, he left with a firSt part& of twenty—five Swiss

farmers, and accordiﬁg to Free Press reports another party

te,

of twenty-five settlers was expected to.follow in April. .28
His contract was never reneweg, and he proved to be ‘the last

agent sent by the Canadian government in Switzerland.

‘The North Atlantic Trading Cbmpany

;
In 1899, W. T. R. Preston who had just been appointed.

by Ottawa as Inspector of European agencies on the Continent

held conferences in Hamburg with various booking agents who

had banded together to form the North Atlantic Trading Companjr.2

He reported as follows '‘on these meetings:

— -

Well my instructions fromMr. Sifton were very clear
that I should leave no stone unturned with a view of
solving the difficulties connected with emigration
whlch had been in an unsatlsfactory state for so
many years on-the continent. I was, therefor

rathegy disposed to stay /in Hamburg/ and dis Z
matters with them Zﬁboklng agents?génd see TZ thlngs
could not be put on a satisfactory basis solthat we

281pi4.

ngn this connection see, Canada, Parliament, Journals
(House of Commons), Appendix. No. 2, Select Standing Commlttee
- on Agriculture and Colonization, 1906 .Journals (House of-.
Commons) , Appendlx No. 3, Select Committee on Public Accounts,

1906. . ' SHARD

- ) R . i .4
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S

might get som¢ work done. I do not know whether

- the suggestion came from myself However, it

came out in conversation on¢ 'evening in the
course of a dinner, as to the advisability of .
providing for a syndlcate on -the continent to
carry on an emigration propaganda throughout

the continent of Europe, so :hat’fhere might

be a pooling-of the bonus angoa division of the
government bonus among them.

-

All these booklng agents jOlned together to form a steamshlp

=

comblne whlch 1nclud6§ all the major shlpplng lines on

the European continent. ertlng some twenty years later,

W. T. R. Preston samd of the Conference

";’n ..

The ba51s of the agreement between the various
steamship companies interested in the emlgratlon
traffic to the tnited States and Canada was a
division of the spheres of influence in which
the various steamship companies should cooperate.
It was finally agreed that the British, Anmerican,
and Canadian interests should be conflned to

G reat Britain, Ireéland and Scandinavia, and

that the continental interests should operate

in France, Belgium, Holl®&nd, Austria and

various other countries in the European
continent. Subsequently, it was a simple matter

to agree upon and carry out a gradual increase w_

in the rate§lfor emlgrants to the thited States
arnd Canada.

30

No. 2,
1906,

Canada, Parliament, Journals (House of Commons), Appendix
Select Standing Committee on Agriculture and Coelonization,

p. 323.
31,

Cé?ada, Parliament, Sessdonal Papers {House of Commons},

1925, No.!4, Department of Trade and Commerce, Report cf W. T.
R. Prestdﬁn Ottawe{mseiember 31, 1924, v

4
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In the course of the agreement, .which lasted from

1900, until November 1966, thréé separate contracts were l
‘entered inta. The North Atlaptic ?tading Company (N. A. T. C.),
with.iﬁs headguarters in Amsterd » for example, was given
sole jurisdiction in Switzerlandq§nd a bonus was paid for
-each Swiss emigrant sent to Canada.32 No‘questions were
"asked as to how the immigrants were obtained and Preston had
agreeg that the hames of.hhé/;;ggis would never be made public
withoué\iheir _itten‘autho£izati6n. The secrecy and mystery
that surroqued the establishment aéd the functioning of the
Company was. justified by Preston in a grfptic-—"thé less
publicity we give this subject in Canada the better."33
The North Atlantic Trading Company became active in

the(jerman—speaking cantons of Switzerland in 1900. The
French—gpeaking cantons were left in the jurisdiction of
the Paris aéency, a division which later caused friction. As
the names of the agents operating for the Company were not
released, it is impossible to say where the agents were located
or to which steamship line the; Qere affiliated. It'is,

' =~

A Y

< .

3?Kt no time was the company -bound to produce proof that
‘the immigrants they sent over did in fact settle on the land.
Equally, thexe.was no special effort taken to that effect by
the Department of the Interior. See n. 30.

. !' ’
33PAC,’R; 76, Volume 61, file 2614, part 3, Preston to
Pedley, November <30, 1893. ’ .
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-however, reasonable to assume that the Zwilchenbart agency,
the largest in Swi%zerland, was probably involﬁéd. W. T. R.
Preston testified at the House of Commons inguiry into the
L4

Company's activities in 1906 that in countries such as
Switzerland with restrictive emigration laws, emigration
propaganda was mailed from outside the country and discreet
advertisements in local newspapers directed interested
persons where to write for information regarding Canada.34

Conflicts of interest arose in 1904 when the North
~ Atlantic Trdding Company demanded full control over all
immigration recruitment in the Swiss Cantons, but the Canadian
gbvernment preferred to have the French cantons handled
through its Paris agency. 1In 1904, a new agreement was
" reached by which the government removed Switzerland completely
from the Company's jurisdiction. James A. Smart, Deputy
1inister of the Interior, wrote +to the North Atlantic Trading
- Company in Amsterdam:

One change that_ you will observe is that with regard
to Switzerland, which is excluded from your contract.
Switzerland has not been very fruitful, so far as
returns are concerned, for the Company or for tha
3overnment, and it is thought that it might be possible
to carry on a work through out French Agency as the
great bulk of the people who leave Switzerland speak
the French language and are to all intents and purposes
Frenchmen. Of course, I quite appreciate  that the laws
of Switzerland are quite strict as in many other
countries regarding an emigration propaganda, so that

it is quite probable that we wil} have little chance of
doing very effective work there.>> -

3see n. 30, p. 335, 349,

- 35pac, R 76, Volume 224, file 113228, Part 7, Smart to
N. A. T. C., July 265 1904. .
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T

' Gluck, the manager of the N. A. T. C. protested that "we. have
- just as much'intérest as your Department can have in being
successful to get Swiss emigration" and 'added a warning that
. ’ 2 ‘;; . / .
"to run the risk to have Switzerland worked from France would
be incurring possibilities too serious' to ¢onsider."3% The
Canadian government finally gave in to the Company's urgings .

and all of Switzerland was unofficiélly placed undexr the

h
Company's jurisdiction. "In the meantime" c¢ondiuied the

\\\\\ Department of the Interior, "the question of Switzerland being

\:ut of the contract need not be discussed.“3?/? ST

There was reason to believé that the Company would now
<«

adopt a more agressive policy of recruitment in Switzerland.

Smaft\Qg;i: to W. D. Scott, the Superintendent of Immigration,

in Apri\l},905, ’

The North Atlantic Trading Coppany is now arranging
for the establishment of two large agencies in
Switzerland; these, together with Zwilchenbart, will
put forth exclusive efforts to encourage the emigration
of agriculturists to Canada. I find that all the
other booking- establishment in Switzerland are

- ,.working for the United States: a large supply of™
literature will be provided for these agencies, and?

& although their work must be done in a very careful
mannex, it is altogether unlikely that much begger'
results will be had from this desirable field.:

PO RSN, ISR,

36PAC, KB 76, Volume 224,
Smart, August 19, 1904. _ -
ol 37

PAC, K 76, Volume 224, 'file 113228, part 7, Secretary,

Department of the Interior, to the N. A. T. C., December le, ‘
1904.

*8pac, ® 76, Volume 224, file 113228, part 8, Smart +o
Scott, April 27, 1905. .

file 113228, part 7, 3 1luck to

LSRRI Ll
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However, little wés accomplished before the N. A. TiC. . Lo 3
— .

contract was terminated on November 30, 1906.32 -

- :
It is impossible to determine the actual number of
A8 ) LY .
Swiss emigrants that wére directed to Canada by the various
agents and %hefN. A. T. C. but it is clear that their success

-

was not oyérwhelming. Several factors were responsible %or o
this situatioh.' Firstly, the individual. agents were severely
limited in their acﬁivities and received only“mild incentives
to carry their work into the Swiss Republic. Even then, the
Agents focused their attention solely in the French—speaﬂipg
cantons. 1In this.manner, two-thirds of the country was 1eft
to the ‘bocking agents which for the,moét part competed aﬁoﬁg
themselves. Secondly, even after the formation of the

N. A. T. C., the booking agencies still egcountered seriqus
competition from the United St;tes. Lastly, the Swiss govern-
ment formed its own emigration bureau with a vast range of
powers. in effect, it became a policing agency for the
emigration laws that had been passed earlier. As had . been

the case in earlier decades, without the supporf of the Swiss -

government, "and of ita,newly formed Emigration Bureau, success-—

ful recruitment for Canada was bound to be an elusive goal.

3%ac, ® 76, Volume 225, file 113228, part 11, Oliver

to Strathcona, April 14, 1906; Volume 365, file 477735,
N. A. T. C. to Oliver, November 12, 1906; Volume 225, file
113228, part 11, Blair to Edwards, October 24', 1921, .

~
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'Chapﬁér IV: World War I and State Aided Emigration from.
BN Switzerland, 1914-1930. ' - ;

<

* ©he period 1914-1930 was highlighted by the turbulent

war years of 1914-1918. -Wp}ld War I sharply reduced Swiss. .

.‘immigration into Canada and created a variety of problems

for Swiss(Sermans‘already residing in Canada. Canadian
officials were aware that two-thirds of Switzerland‘was(;ermanf

-

speaking'and thouéh pclitically the Swisg.govgrnmeht upheld
a policy of complete neutrality, the Swiss md@e no such

declara¥%ion. : oo

Il y eut des prises de parti pour ou contre les
pays en guerre. Elles correspondaient tout
naturellement aux régions linguistiques, bien que
cé ph&noméne n'eut pas &t& uniforme. Elles =se
manifest&rent dans les journaux, influencé&rent
1'opinion publique et cette dernié&re réagit de
fagon incontrélable, car ces Prises de position
provenaient de sources introuvables, dirigées

par des personnes inconnues & 1l'origine. .

In Canada the Swiss-German press.seemed particularly
threatening. The effect of this propaganda did not become

evident immediately, but when it did it was unrelent;ng.

lDr. Arthur Mojonnier, Dr. Eugéne M ojonnier, Dr. Eugéne-Th.

Rimli, ed., Histoire de 1la Confédération, Zurich: Editions
Stauffacher, 1973, 3rd edition; p. 495,
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"Though there is no evidence to show that Swiss-3 ermans were

. interned, they remained under constant surveillance for.the

,better_pa;t of the war, and were considered for several years

afterwards :as "unfavourable"” immigrants. This chapter examines
‘ . g

\

this crucial period and in equal detail lé&ks at the post-war
éra.characterized by the beginnings of state-aided emigration.
I.
Swiss ;mmigration did not cease abruptly at the

declaration of war in 1914. When it did cease, it was not

‘the result of any gpvernment policy to hinder it, but quite

simply of the inability of most Swiss citizens to lgave their
country. Nevertheless, the Camadian government continued to
avail itself of the services of M essrs. Rommel & Co.,? the
House of Zwilchenbart,3 the Canadiaﬁ'Pacifip Railway4 and the
various steamship companies during the war years. Though few

Swiss could leave %ﬁé‘country, applications were still being

"

2See for exampie, PAC, B 76, Volume 434, file 652754,
part 2, Currie to Scott, July.28, 1914; Scott to Currie,
September 22, 1914; Currie to Scott, October 7, 1914.

3pAc, K.257G-1, Volume 1239, file 177, Tyler to Bart,
December 14, 1916. - )

“pac, B 76, Volume 61, file 2614, part 7, Smith to
‘ Scott, November 25, 1914.

w
L]

-
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' B .
received and accepted.5-ThrJughout 1915 there was no hint

of hostility towards Swiss-Gprmans; in fact, the Immigration

Department explicitly contindiefl to encourage the emigration

..
of Swiss citizens including 3
It was not until 19
®
started to investigate the actIv

its influence.on Swiss-Germans residing in Canada. On

Januvary 8, 1916, a prb%Eerﬁan article appeared in the Vahcouver
Province entitled, "Conditions in G ermany". The article was
repofted to have been printed in a'Swiss newspaper and from
there transferred verbally to the Province. It gave a laudatory
account oé the strength of German forces -and denied rumours

that Emperor Wilhelm was preparing to make overtures forﬁ
ﬁ%aéé.7 The Chief Press Censor Ernest J. Chambers reacted

unfavourably to the publication.

~
.en
-

5Seé for example the cases of Constant Desmeules and -
Edmond M arti, PAC, B 7, G 21, File 14071, file 2584, Bocnar Law
to Devonshire; file 2661, Arthur to Bonar Law, enclosing letter
of Joseph Pope to the G overnor General's secretary, n. d&.;
file 2907, Bonar Law to Devonshire, enclosing letter of
British 1 inister at Berne to Sir Edward G rey, November 6, 1915;
file 2938, Walker to Governor General's sécretary, enclosing
memorandum, Scott to Cory, November 13, 1915.

pAac, ® 76, Volume 61, file 2614, part 7, Smith te
Scott, April 6, 1915. )

4
7PAC3_R; 6, E 1, Volume 94, file 253, Reid to Chambers,
January 1il, 1916é. The article was provided by a Swiss named’
Henbert. ¥ 6 E 1, Volume 94, file 253-I, Liversay to Chambers,
January 31, 1916.
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As you know, publlc opinion in Switzerland is very
evenly divided, one-half of the population being
strongly prqg-Teutonic, the other pro-Erench and

. pro-ally. It has been abundantly revealed that
the Teutonic Secret Agents have turned Switzerland
into a veritable hot bed of pro-German propaganda
and have squandered money right and left to try
and present pro~3erman views in the Swiss press. -
Some of the most absurd G erman 'plants' of the
war have originally appeared in Swiss papers and
any matter bearlng a German flavour is regarded
with grave suspicion.

ss Censor for the West, Mr. J. Fred B. Liversay,

contacted the Vancouver Province and secured assurances that

such "rubbish"

\.
edito

? would not againﬁhe published.

The matter raised enough concern to find its way into

a conzzﬁé;tlaxi;lrcular which was distributed tc all Cdnadian

5. There is reason to suspect that the recent notable-
increase in the circulation of certain Swiss publica-

tions in_the United States press indicate that all

the Swiss papers in guestion are of the pro-Teutonic

type. As a number of the published extracts Eﬁve

" received publication in some Canadian papers,
particularly in Western Canada, it is deemed advisable

to caution editors that while there is a powerful
element in Switzerland inclined to sympathize with

the entente allies, there is a section of that country

in which there is a pronounced pro-Teutonic-bias,

- a
8pac, © 6, E 1, Volume 94, file 253-I, Chambers to
Liversay, January 17, 1916.
?Ipid.
loOther papers involved were the Victoria Colonist, and

the Van

couver World. Liversay to Chambers, January 31, 1916,

see n.
Reid, J

7;: PAC, K& 6, E 1; Volume 94, file 253-1I, Chambers to

anuary 17, 1916.
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- and this is being takep /ad}antage of by the enemy
» to establish@in the Republ € _a bureau which is
actively engaged in enemy propaganda intended to

influence publjc inion throughout the world.
Extractsvfrom Swiss papers should consequently
be read in Canada with reserve, and republished

only if they are unquestionably safe and reliable.:t
There still existed a concern, however, that prg—
G erman p;opagénda might be imported to Canada directly from
Switzerland. Liversay sugéested that as an added precautionary
measure all Swiss mail shodld be opened and .carefully examined.12
Others went even further. The Britishlﬂiniéter at Berne ' é
suggested tha£v"any Swiss who have entered Canada since

December lst last should be specifically searched and examined

{
and if he has passed through H;;Ehgd and not through an

entente country in order to take ship to America should be
stopped for three months at least.?l3 The Canadian government,

however, was not prepared to hold Swiss immigrants #n detention
for three months. . It digd admit,'hbwevérn that all Swiss
immigrants were being carefully examined Before they proceeded x

they had entered the country.l’ _ R "

pac, ® 6, E 1, Volume 94, file 253, Circular, C.P.R.
No. 18, confidential Ciroﬁi&s_{ei\fanadian Editors, February 7,

et e B a2 b

1916. - :

12PAC, KB 6, E 1, Volume 94, %fle 253-I, Liﬁersay'to
Chambers, March 18, 1916.

13pac, ® 7,3 21, File 14071, file 414, Milner to i
Devonshire, February 20, 1917. » o :

14PAC, KB 7,3 21, File 14071, file 570, Pope to G overnor !
General's secretary, February 20, 1917. o

[
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When World War I enﬁed, Swiss emigration did not
 Tesume without difficultiel. "Albert Stocker, of the Zwilchen-

bart firm, writing to the British'\&ce—Consulate in Basel at

. \ i
the end of November 1918, elabora;ég on the situation: *

-

-+« during the war it hag been nearly impossible

for aggwiss to go over to Canada, as, if we remember
-, well, disposition of the British(:oyernment was
demagdWhyg, from the Passenger to produce a Canadian

to state that the immigrant had a ready secured an
engagement in Canada. 1t is clear that our Swiss
people, especially the paysans /Sic/ never coulq
produce such a document, as they are emigrating in
general at good venture, and therefore the many
demands wé had for information about emigration to
the Dominion, had to be put outside. ’

Should these obstacles not be re@ov§d, emigration might be
directed tpwar@s Brazil and Argentina.16

In responding to the concerns expressed by Stocker,
the Superintendent of Immigration blamed the pioblem on a
misunderstanding of the regulations, and he denied that_Swiss
i%migrants had to have guaranteed'employment before being
allowed into the country. He did specify that only, agricultural

workers should be encoﬁraged to emigrate.l7 As for the type of

Swiss who should be encouraged, he added:

’ .
eacy & 25, G-1, Volume 1239, file 177, Stocker to
British.vice—Consulate in Basel, November 27,-1918.

161154, ' e

Ypac, & 25, G-1, Volume 1239, file 177, Scott o Blair,
February 7, 1919.
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- The Swiss people are pretty well divided into
two classes so far as-the origin is concerned. The
French cantons may naturally be expecteqd to strongly
sympathize with the Allied cause, while it would not
surprise one if the G erman cantons rather favour.
the cause of the enemy. Persons coming from the
latter tight not find the feeling .in Canada at all
to their:- liking and they might discover themselves
entirely out of sympathy with conditions here.

'

It was true that Swiss citizens travelling through
foreign terﬁitory had to have gheir passports viséd by that
country. Hence, to coﬁé to Canada they Aight be&required'to
have thei? éassports viséd by the Frqpch, American and British
authorities.\r;t was even alleged that the procedure was more
exacting for_those returning to Caﬁada than initial immigrants.19
Such problems were slowly eliminated; and‘immigration became
easier and more routine.

2 "

Canada was not véry active in Switzerland during these
y . .

early post-war years. Swiss-German immigration was still being "’ ;

discouraged, aAg\work in the French-speaking cantons was limited.

"We have some little difficulty in this republic," J. Obed Smith,

the Superintendent of Emigration to Canada wrote, "some of

. . LT . -~

181pia. ’

19see, PaC, B 25,G-1, Volume 1243, file 544, Blair to

Pope, May 13, 1919; Pope to G overnor General's secretary,
May 21,.1919; B 7,G 21, File 14071, file 11682, Devonshire
toMilner, May 16, 1919; R 25, 3-1, Volume 1243, file 544,
Devonshire toM ilner, May 28 (?), 1919; ® 7,G 21, File
14071, file 12135,b1%lner to Devonshire, July 21, 1919.

N
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- the tantons being almost entirely G erman,... but the .other

20

cantons divided between pure Swiss and French peopleahave

received sympathetic consideratipn...."21

A case was made for opening a Canadian Agency in
Basle which would act as an information bureau and serve as

a control centre to 'inspect' the immigrants before they made

22

the long journey across the Atlantic. Fof the time being,
‘ .

however, this remained a point of discussion.23 By the end of

1920, J. Obed Smith still reported that "we have no authorised

Agent in any centre in that Republic_“.24 Encouragement was

201& is not clear what is meant by "pure Swiss”. )} It is
possible that what is intended is. to differentiate betWween
Swiss who are Frengh—speaking, and French who have_becoOme,
naturalized in Switzerland.

2lpac, B 76, Volume 611, file 902168, part 2, Smith
to Blair, April 20, 1920.

2?Basle was not only an’important center for Swiss
immigration agents, but it was also a check point "for central
and eastern European emigrants travelling to Capada. In this
connection, see PAC, KB 76, Volume 611, file 902168, part 2,
Smith to Blair, July 14, 1920; MG 27 III B3, Volume i, file F,
Stewart to Larkin, January, 1923. .

23gmi th to Blair, July 14, 1920, ibid; PAC, R 76;
Volume 611, file 902168, part 3, no name, n. d., simply
indicated, p. 3. i ‘

24pac, ® 7, Volume 611, file 902168, part 2, Smith to
Creelman, November 26, 1920. Emigration from the French-
speaking cantons was controlled through the Paris office.

r. .
“ f
i

i

L3



. s . - 117 = T,

not totally lacking. The Swiss remained in thei"prgéerred

L fl

class" category, the financial qualifications’were lifted,2>
’ 4 .

' -+ )
and after 1921 the bias against SwissG erman immigration was
dissipated. Gradually emigration work resumed in the 5 erman-

" speaking cantons, ,

The following year, major changes startég to take place
in Switzerland. 'J.M bhr, the recently appointed president

of the Swiss Federal Emigration Bureau, pursued his interest in

26

emigration matters. In' particular he turned his atteéntion tot'

state-aided emigration. H.M.Mitton, a Canadian‘government

immigration official in Antwerp, Belgium, informed F. C. Blair,

L

the Secretary of the Department of Immigration and Colonization,

of this new  attitude.

«

The feeling in Europe- is entirely turning round
and the sooner we get ﬁg‘business and open some
office in Europe, the sooner we shall be in a posi-
tion to take advantage of some of the large sums of
money that are undoubtedly going to be paid out by
some of the European G overnments for the settlement
of their surplus population in some foreign country.
The countries which have now made a definite ggve
are: Great Britain, Heolland.and Switzerland.

23see, PAC, B 76, Volume 611, file 902168, part 2, Blair
to Smith, May 21, 1920; Smith to Blair, June 10, 1920; Blair
toM cClure, June 22, 1920; Bla%;/to Cory, M arch 1, 1921.

26

Before being appointed president, M 8hr had been the
Bureau's secretary-treasurer.

27pac, ® 76, Volume 611, file 902168, part 3, M itton to
Blair, August 26, 1922.
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Canadian authorities in Immigration and Colonization

became very interested in this new development.

)

talks w1tha46hr revealed that the Sw1ss government was anx1ous

to, come to’some arrangement with the Canadlan government and

.

v

Mltton s

~that the FéderaT\Bureau wes.prepared to carry .on Canadian

}

propaganda‘through its office.??

.

This appeared. to be only a

1 . . : N
matter of procedure, and Canadian officials felt optimistic.

~

Delegates from Switzerland were once again invited to visit

Canada,29

opening an Agency in ‘Switzerland.

tained, prefe

and the Canadian goverhment once more con51dered

Emigrants, bﬂltton main-

r to know on this srde /ﬁhrope/’whether they will

The issue remalned unresolved.31

be admitted br not. "0
ﬁ I
>
28 '

PAC, K& 76, Volume 611, file 902168,
Blair, September 12, 1922;

that country by foreigners.
29

Stewart, %bc ober'll 1922.
30

PAC, R; 76, Volume 21, flle 348, part 3,

PAC, IR; 76, Volume 611, file 902168,

Blair, December 9, 1922,
—

N 31PAC,‘R; 76, Volume 611, file 902168
Williams, January 29, 1923. )
\ l

'
|
'

Blalr toiﬁltton, September 25,
Swiss law prevented immigration prqpaganda to be carried on /in’

part 3, Mitton

Edwards to

part 3,$&itton te

 part 3, Blair to

e L

1922,
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In Ap;il'1923, Fritz Beck, a sales engineer32 accompanied |

an advance bafty of forty-six Swiss gentlemen to Toronto,

- 4 . 0
whence six were to remain in Ontario and forty were to proceed
' t

2 . “

’to Winnipeg.33 This small party .constituted the first

51zeable group of Swiss 1mmlgrants to enter Canada after the
war and the—flrst to have recelva@ f1nanc1al a551stance from
the. Swiss government; Accordmng to Beck, who was at that

time acting as an officfal for the Swiss goyernment, these
Swiss immigrants .were g;ven a cocol recepfion into the country.
"From my observations%and experiences.in Canada with the

first party of Swiss agficultural immigrants,”‘ﬁe_told a

G lobe reporter, "I would say'ﬁhét the system oé reception

and dlstrlbutlon adopted by the Canadlan 1mm1gratlon authorities

is absolutely unworkable, and 1mpract1cal n34

32The 'Swiss Settlement Society'.was founded in M ontreal
on October 10, 1924 and had as its principle .aims, "the
successful establishment of Swiss immigrants in Canada as
settlers in settlements congenial tc them,..." The founders
were: Fritz Beck, Charles Bieler, Professor of Theology,
Charles Price-€reen, Commissioner, Depagtment of Coloniza-
tion, Canadian National Railways, the Honourable Charles
Albert Duclos, Judge of the Superior Court of the District of
o ldontreal Herman Moret, medical doctor, and Eugéne Lafleur, -
lawyer. See PAC, K& 68, Volume 608, pp. 484-486; Canada
G azette, Saturday,'November B, 1924, p. 1403; and the Quebec
Chronicle and Quebec G azette, November 8, 1924, p. 1. .

33PAC, KB 76, Wwlume 139, file 33175, part 1, memorandum,
Little toc Feathersonem, April 6, 1923.

N 34TheGlobe, Thursday, April 5, 1923, p. 1.

N
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At the heart of the problem was the t atment given

to a group of ten Swiss, at least two of whom were Swiss-

Germans.35 Canadian officials, in an abrupf and forceful ?
, ' L4 ) .

manner inquired about their patriotic feelings durding World

War I, as the Toronto G lobe reported:
5 -fTwo of the newcomers, Victor Fasknacht and Eugene
. Berleon told the G lobe that at Halifax they had been
subjected to a severe grilling as to their past
military service in Switzerland. The men were
unable to account for the questioning. ' "We are !
absolutely dhti-militarists in the sense that we
have no military ambitions, nor are we over
anxious to serve in any army," they said.
Asked if they perchance had taken part in any
pacific demonstrations dQuring the ‘'war, or had
belonged to any Pan-German Bund in Switzerland,
the men said that tHey were farmers, and had
nothing to do with politics at .any time in
their lives.

-

Immigration/éfficials'in Ottawa, unable to explain thé.%ncidgnt,
ordered an investigati_,op_,.37 :

M eanwhile, inkOctober, a party of Swiss editors i
- studyinyg immigration came to Canada at the invitation of the

Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Travelling along the i

transcontinental line, they visited the country from coast !

The G azette noted ’

to coast, focusiné their attention on the agricultural prospects. ?
1

H

I

35Ibid. From the line of questioning, it seems probable
that all ten men interrogated were Swiss-G ermans.
30 1pid. |
7 3—]Although Blair had notified Mr. Barnstead, the agent in
Halifax about the party's.arrival, there'was some confusion as
apparently, nothing was done to see that their arrival went <
smoothly. Little to/ Feathersonem, April 6, 1923, see n. 33.

e e eamrrs e
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There is no doubt about the visitors having been
.favourdblyfimpressed_for not only has the vastness
" and the variety of the country's resources been an i
eye-opener to them, but the experience of Swiss
settlers who have thoroughly tried out Canada have
evidently been of an encouraging character.

To capitalize on any renewed interest in emigration to
Canadd, the government needed a representative in Switzerland.

In tHe Mlatter part of 1925, an enterptising man named E. Stigeler,%9

¢

offerpﬁ his services to the Canadian governﬁent. S;igeler,
howejer,_was not unknown to the Department'of Immigration.
Earlier in the year he had been associated Qith another
Canadian agent accused by that department of having committeg
fraud. At issue was the sum of $2500, gatheied as deposit
money for twenty~five emigrants from Central Europe which

both Stigeler and Vezina insisted had been properly deposited
~ i
© with 'government agents. Aan investigation uncovered evidence

to the contrary.

You will recall Mr. Vezina's statement that one of .
his business associates, Steigler, of Zégrééb /Eig7 ' %
deposited $100 for each of 25 emigramts, thus =
making the $2500. He said emphatically here that
it would be impossible to produce -his receipt for

any part of this money, because he never received !
s it.

38TheGazette, Tuesday, October 9, 1923, p. 2.

39Before working for the White-Star Line in Basle and in
Zagreb, Yugoslavia, Stigeler had been. an employee of John

' Imobersteg and Company, also of Basle. . See, PAC, K& 76,

Volume 267, file 224970, Stigeler to Blair, becember 3, 1925.
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We have now on file correspondence show1ng that
Vezina received $1800 from Caboud of Pa¥is, on an
order of the Zagreeb Office.... We have also on
file a copy of a receipt dated the 2nd September,
signed by Robert Vezina acknowledging receipt from
Desbois and Cabout {A. Caboud, successor) for $1200
and the receipt shows that the $1200 covered 12
applications of .persons g01ng to Canada and that
these applications had arisen in Zagreeb. I
gather from the correspondence that both Vezina
and Steigler were playing at the same game....

The correspondence I think shows pretty conclusively
) that the money fell into the hands of Vezina and
Steigler but what proportion each got is not known . 40

Moreover, by November 1925, Stigeler had become
associated with the Great West-Liﬂg Assurance Company in
Winnipeg,41 which had recently acquired fifty quarter sections
of land in the G ladstone district and wﬁich was anxious to
obtain suitable settlers from thel:erman—speﬁkiﬁg cantons of
Switzerland to.occupy it. Their initial plén was to settle
families with a minimum.capitai of $500, thi%s money to be
deposited with the Compa;§ and held in trust., The Company

requested the assistance of the federal government and sent {

& .
Stigeler to Ottawa to meet with government officials.42
40pac, & 76, Volume 267, file 224970, memorandum, .  * '°
Black to Egan, July 10, 1925,
41

PAC, K6 76, Volume 267, file 244970, McQuaker to
Egan, November 24, 1925.

42p5c, & 76, Volume 267, file 224970, Gelley to Jolliffe,
November 27, 1925, '
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On December 2, 1925, Stigeler met with the assistant
Deputy M inister, Blackl VIt soon became evident that Stigeler
was out of touch with the realities of farming in Western
Canada when he asserted th;t a colonist could expect to reciive
from his fifst year's harvest a net income.of $3370. " I
think the above statement" wrote Blair:‘“is a pretty'fair
indication of Mr. Stigeler'g ability to paint the picture
as it is. What a rush to Western Canada we would see if
this program could be worked out by the average settler."43-
The government was willing to assist the G reat West Life
Assurance Company but not to negotiate with Stigeler. 1Indeed,
on Janaary 11, 1926, Blair notified Stigeler that the "proper f/
course for the G reat West Life Assurance Company is to list:
their dland with the Canada Colonization Association in
Winnipeg, as theré is a possibility of coionists being

secured that way.“44

.In the meantime, Stigeler had not been idle. He hag
made contact withMr.GeorgeMills, M. L. A. for Edmonton, who

was interested in settling fifty G erman-speaking families on

land northwest of Edmonton.45 When ¥ ills wrote to the Minister

. 43PAC, K6 76, Volume 267, file 224970, Blair to Dennis,
December 29, 1925, ) : )

Ypac, B 76, Wlume 267, file 224970, Blair to Stigeler,

January 11, 1926.

*3pac, ® 76, Volume 267, file 224970, Black toMills,
January 16, 1926; Jolliffe to Gelley, n. d.
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éf Immigration notifying him &6f his intentions, the reply
from Ottawa discouraged him from employing Stigelér.
To begin with," Blair pointed out, "Stigeler has .
little or no standing with the Department. Last
year he was associated with a man who was success—
ful in putting across a crooked deal with a bunch
of Central Europeans.... Stigeler is a type of
man who talks big, but whose performance is
likely to be restricted.?6
Wevertheless the Department would permit Stigeler, as an
agent of the White-Star Dominiop, to cooperate in bringing

47 M ills agreed that Stigeler should

the families to Canadé.
receive no commission ang requeéted permits for twenty-five
Swiss43erg§n'families. If these were successfully settled,

he would then proceed to attréct twenty-five additional
‘families.48 The Department delivered the permits as requested
toMr, W. J. Black of the Canadian National Railways in
Montréal, and assurance; were given that the emigrahts would

be sent by way of the White-Star Dominion Line;49 the first

twengy-five Swiss-Serman families prepared to leave for the

-
district on the first of April, 1926.5°
46 .
Ibid., January 16, 1926.
4 1pia.
48

PAC, K6 76, Volume 267, file 224970, Mills to Blair,
January 18, 1926; Blue to Stewart, January'18, 1926.

49pac, © 76, olume 267, file 224970, Mills to Blair,
telegram, January 25, 1926.

>Opac, & 76, Volume 267, file; 224970, Mills to Stewart,
February 15, 1926. .
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That same year in Saskatoon, on September 28 ang 29,

there ‘was held a convention of the 'Local Colonization Boards®

~ which had been organized to Provide a more effective medium of

communication for immigration services. According tobir.

‘

bchay the C.P.R. Divisional Superintendent at Saskatoon, xt
evolved out of a "necessity for establishing the intimate

contact between the peocple of Western Canada and the people
1,. N
and for the prupose of enabling the residents

~.

of other lands,

of the varlous dlstrlcts in Western Canada to intimate their

pPreference in J.mmlgrants."sl In addition, the Boards were

-

~responsible for the welcoming and eventual settlement of the
new arrivals. The convention had been called specifically .

to assess the current policies and to plan future programs.52
e
Before it drew to a close, the convention established a Central

Board which was to meet quarterly in Saskatoon. This body

would serve as a clearing house ‘and link for the varlous local

&

colonization soc1et1es. It was decided to publish a monthly

-~

. lSaskatoon Phoenix, Thursday, September 30, 1926, p. 3.

>2pac, B 76, Volume 288, file 262212, Komor to Williams,

[
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. . oty . . .
newspaper "to give particular attentldp te colonization work

and to act as a further bond between the local boards."53

%

The first issue of The Canadian Colonizer appeared in November .

1926, °4 .

E oY

Among the local associatiohs which affiliated with

-

the Central Board was the Swiss Colonizatién Board. This
Board was formed in Saskatoo; less tﬁan a menth after the
Colonization Boaxrd Conventian. Its adminisﬁ!giive officers
included Anton Bischofberger as its presidént, E. Conti as-

vice-president, Walther Fischer as secretary,.énd Carl

55 i

Niderost Sr. 36 Members of Ehé

as colonization agent.
executive committee included Andreas Beusch ‘of Saskatoon,

S. Stadelmann of Englefield, and the Reverend J. Nicolet of

Battleford.57

The board, which was to be recognized as a semi-
officiali body by the Swiss government had as its aims:

53See n. 51.

54H. F. Komor became honorary president of the Central

Board and associate editor of the Canadian Colonizer. Previously

he had worked as a special agent for the C.P.R. in Saskatoon
and had himself been involved in questionable activities. See
further correspondence, PAC, R 76, Volume 288, file 262212.
There appears to have been only one issue of the Canadian
Colonizer. The fate of the paper is not known.

55Carl Niderost jr., a. prominent Saskatoon lawyer became
" president of the Central Board and later became mayor of
Saskatoon. Personal correspondence, February 14, 1976.

56Saskatoon Phoenix, Wednesday, October 20, 1926, p. 3;
PAC, BB 76, Volume 288, file 262212, The Canadian Colonizer,
Volume 1, No. 1 (November, 1926), p.-3.

5

" 1bia.

~
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1. The establishment of Swiss farmers on Saéka;chewan
farms.

2. Supplying. the farmers throughout the province with
Swiss farm hands.

3. Instituting a propagaﬁda campaign favorable to 58
Canada through the medium of the press of Switzerland.-
Pierre Cattin, Swiss Vice-Consul and Administrator in Winnipeg,

saw in the organizatien a vehicle to ease the transition from

the hbmeland to the adopted country, ‘and to lessen the tensions

o

that naturally developed.sg

’.

III ' )

'

The Swiss Colonization Association

Canadian immigration officials wondered at the

seriousness of state-aided emigration movements from Switzer-
: : . e . :

land, ana were puzzled Sy an 6rganization known only as the
hSwiss Colonization Aésociation". Trom April;ﬁo August, 1923,6
a group of about 19 nmen sponsored by the Swiss Colonization
Association, some accompanied by their‘families;emigrated to

Canada.61 From Winnipeg, the majority fanned out throughout

LY

58pid.

59Ibid. It is not known whether the Board succeeded or not.
60It is intefesting to note that in 1923, Switzerland;had
Just recently bequn its state-aided’ programs. : : .

This figure may be in error. It is based on the number

of cases documented and investigated as recorded in the various
immigration files.

¥Fa

b — e
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the Prairies apd Britisﬂ-Columbia. Investigationé betﬁeen,F
January 1926‘§nd Ocﬁober 1928 into the background of these .
emigrants resulted in mogt c;ses, in their depqrtatién.

A few examples will serve to illustréte the problem.
Thenflrst and eventually the least snbtorious case to ‘be
1nvest1gated was that of Johann Spless who had arrlved in
Canada with his family on July 15, 1923. Spiess later-
settled in St. Boniface instead of engaging in agricultural .
pursuits, soon fell deeply intoidebt and became a public
chgrge on fhe mﬁnicipélity. n dépo?tgtioﬁ order was issued,
but A. Jolliffe, the Cqmmissioner-of Immigration insisted
that he be given a chance té find employment, support his

family and repay his debts.62

i Another case was that Qf Herman Rudolf Meiexr, who had
'arrlved in Canada onMay 7. 1923. In 1925, he had become
patient at the Royal Alexandrla Hospital in Edmonton, su ering

from tuberculosis. After his release, he found only temporary

e amdT—

employment at yarious places and. finally became a public chaxge. X
Oh these grounds he was ordered deported but at his prev

deportation hearing held at Vancouver on November 22, 1926,

ekt o8 e
"

he shed some light on the organisation that had paid his fare.

—

. i
62PAC, Kk 76, Vlume 625, file 951737, memorandum, ‘ ) g .
Joliiffe, April 1, 1926; Jolliffe to G elley, January 4, 1925 i
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Q.‘Dld you pay your owr passage to Canada7-
A. No. :

Q.. Who payed ‘your fare to-canada?

A. The City of Zurich paid all the boy's fares to
come: over here because we could not det work at
home.

1Q. Were there others came ou /”1c7 at the same tlme
as you did? 63 L

A. Yes about sixty, - ' " ' o
Q. That was the Swmss Colonxzatlon soc1ety 64

A. Yes, it is no'mPre now, they broke down.

-

Investlgatlons of cher.cases indicated that many of .

-

the immigrants brought out by the association had criminal

records in Switzerland. " In several cases they had continued

their life of dfime in Canada.'65 A case in point was that of

-

J 5 L enhard,66 who was convicted of theft in Calgary where

he\worked as a watchmaker.67 Investigation of his criminal

'
g

631t is not clear here whether the sixty persons mentioned
included family members.

. 64PAC, B 76, Volume 675, file 951737, memorandum, Jolliffe,
April 21, 1927.

651n this connection, see PAC, K6 76, Volume 625, file
951737, Jolliffe to Consul G eneral of Sw1tzerland April 25,
1927; Jolllffe to Consul G eneral of Switzerland, October 17,
1927; Volume 293, file 267931, part 6, Jolliffe to(;elley,
December. 3, 1927.

66PAC AG 76, Volume 293, file 267931, part 5, Jolliffe
to Consul!Seneral of Switzerland, July 13, 1927. Jakob
Lienhard also went by the names af Jack or John Lienhard.

7pac, ® 76, Volume 625, file 951737, memorandum,

Jolliffe, July 6, 1927.
Fr

R
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record in Switiérlana:revealed c%nvictgz1:ﬁ6n‘t ;ve‘érimihal
charges includiné.theft andafraud.68 He had in Jfact emigrated
to Canada one day ‘after his release ffoﬁ a Swiss p;:ison.69
This Swiss Colqnization Association it appeaféd trafficked in
undesirable Swiss emigrants. .

Further inquiries indicated that in.the majority of .
cases the emigrant had éome either from the city of Zu}ich, or
had been imprisoned in that city. 1In one instanceé a prison
warden had provided funds to an inmate so that he might seek

a better future in Canada;_70 in another case, a Swiss Immigra-

tion Aid Society—"l was responsible for paying th fare;72 in

68Jolliffe to Consul G eneral of Switzerland, July 13,
1927, see n. 66. T

69Ibid. According to his file, Lienhard was eligible for
release on July 23, 1923, oOn July 24, 1923 he received his
passport! . . )

7OPAC, G 76.-Vblume 625, file 951737, memorandum,
August 5, 1927. -

71No definite information has been uncovered about this

Society. It is probable, however, that it too operated from
the city of Zurich.

72
April 12, 1927.

o

/

PAC, KB 76, Volume 625, file 951737, memorandum, 3olliffe;
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still other caSes, the money was reputed to have ‘come drrectly ‘o
from the Sw1ss federal government.73 In any event, the‘ Y -ﬁﬁ

1nvestlgatlon confirmed that Canada was considered in some

quarters to be a euitable dumping ground for undesirables and
criminals.’? - K ‘ i o n
. ' 1V

The Canadian Pacific and Canadian National Railways . “
[ 4

On a completely dlfferent level were the colonlzatlon

efforts of the Canadian National Railways and the Canadian’ .
) LI ) .
Pacific Railways. Roth these railway companies had an ~

extensive network of agencies throughout Switzerland which

X . 5 -
enabled them to bring several hundred Swiss settlers to Western

75

Canada. Between 1923 and 1930, the C.P.R. and ‘C.N.R.

ponsored several projects designed to attract settitrs to the 4
Western Provinces; amongnthem were the J'1000 Contlnental /

Family Scheme” and the "200 Continental Family Scheme".
§ - ..

- ) . '\
\VQPAC, B 76, Volume 625, file 951737, Jolliffe to Consul
G eneral of Switzerland, May 16, 1927. :

7ipac, ® 76, Volume 292, file 167931, part 2, Jolliffe to ,
Kokatt, August 20, 1926. It is fair to say from the documenta-
tion avallable that in many cases the overwhelmlng factor which
decided the desirability or uhdesirability of a glven immigrant -
was his or her photograph. At times an immigrant just did not
"appear” desirable’ “ :

[ N

758 e r example the Annual Reports of ‘the Canadian.
National lway, PAC, B 3 .

—

(.
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Although it is ¢ r that Switzerland was one ;f the, target
'éounﬁries,76 it cannot bg aQCertaingd,how many:Swiss immigrants
came to -Canada as a résuit_of these promotioﬁal efforts. |
dﬁe ﬁféject which did néﬁ succeed as well as had been

hoped was the;settleﬁent_of Swiss families at Invermere,

Bfitish Columbia. At the centre of the project was the

colonization representative at Invermere, M r. Walther

;schef,gwho'had”communicated toM 8hr in February 1928, his

sire to form a Swiss colony in the Lake Windermere district.’’

Bhr séemed anxious to ‘cooperate with him, *but cautioned
against ehgaging in independent propaganda in Switzerland:'

... I would ask you very urgently to refer any persons
to whom you may write, to the Federal Emigration
‘'Office, so that it may be clear at once that we are

- working together... I would advise that you make no
propaganda at all in Switzerland, so that I might
not be forced to proceed against you. '

. . -3 -
M 8hr also recommended that the settlement should be founded by

r .

Swiss already settled in Canada and familiar with locadl conditions.
When the sét;lement proved successful it would demonstrate "what
Swiss settlers are able to achieve with the aid and under the

protection of »the C.P.R.“79 '

4

. T6pac, r 76, Volume 253, file 193745, part.l, Dennis to
Egan, February 20, 1925; Eganm to Dennis, n. d.
. : s

Fv ‘ : "
77Glénbow--Alberta Institute (hereafter cited asGAI),
C. P. R. Colonization PaPers, Box 87, file 724, Fischer to
(18hx, March 22, 1928, (translation).

L 781pid.
- —_.‘-’r——'_ ‘\
M91pia. - |

e .___._—-\_n_u_.q—-ﬂ—:-.uz‘jm\,-..."m\g:—.\.-:h;l.-fl-‘-—_-_..‘l.‘w“—" -
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Earligr in the summer of 1927, M8hr had visited '
Western Canada at ‘the invitation of both Railways and had
engaged in negotiations with the Columbia Valley Irrigated
Fruit Lands Company, -Limited, an enterpriée chaired by

Colonel I. S. Dennis, the Chief Commissioner of Colonization

and Immigration for the C.P.R. which owned land in the
80 '

‘Invermere district. As a result of these discussions the

Company decided to make its lands available to Swiss jimmi-
grants.81 Walther Fischer was to manage the colony which
would be géverned bj‘the Columbia Valley Colonization«'Board.82

In the May 2, 1928 issue of Der Norwesten an article

’

appeared outlining the advantages offered by the Invermere
colony. Referring specifically to a pamphlet written by
Fiséher which had just been publisheé about the Léke Windermere
district, the article emphasized the "homey" nature of the'_

region.

80Personal correspondence, February 13, 1976.

8lpac, ® 30, D 39, Volume 5635, file 5200~1, Freer to
M5 owan, fay 8, 1928,

8%;AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 87, file 724,
memorandum, Colley to Van Scoy, February 19, 1929. Although
M 8hr visited Canada in the summer of 1927, it was not until
February 1928 that Fischer submitted an official proposal.

A

R S
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Was kbnnte51ch also ein Schweizer besseres wunschen,
als sich-in dieser der alten Heimat gleichenden,
Gegend mit ihrer, man m&chte sast segen schweizer-
ischen Landwirthschaft niederzulassen und sern vor
der Heimat doch in der Heimat zu sein? Wie Ware es,
wenn man sagen kdnnte, ich gehe in die canadische
"Schweiz in die Ferien, wenn auch in weiter Ferne
ein*heimatlicher Jodel order eines der Felner heimat-
.- Jlichen Lieder vom Vergesbang erkonen und am 1.
‘August von hoher Warte das Wahrzeichen der FIElBEitb
und Zusammengehorigkeit berunterleuchten wilrde?
Fischer's scheme met-with fhe full approval of the

Ly

C.P.R. which began brlnglng Sw@ss families to the Invermere

84 N

colony. It was felt that az?%w articles in Swiss newspapers

might draw increased attentlon to the settlement, .therefore
James Colley, the Assistant .Superintendent of Colonization for

the C.P.R. asked Fischer to prepare'én article himself and to

solicit articles from Sw1ss settlers in Brltlsh Columbla.85 .

LI,

Fischer had his brother FPritz, who was the chlef-edltor of the

Schweizerische Milchzeitung, prepare suitable publicity.86

83Der Nerwesten, May 2, 1928, p. 5. (What could a Swiss

want more than this area so 51m11ar to the old homeland with the

same farming conditions as over there, and although far away
from home, at the same time be at home? How would it be if
one could say, I am going to spend my heolidays in the Canadian
Switzerland, when from the mountain top a familiar song

greets us while on the first of August, from one of the high
‘peaks the flaming sign of freedom greets us and reminds us of
the fact that we all belong together.) Free translation.

Bﬁ;AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 87, file 724,
telegram, Colley to Fischer, February 28, 1928; telegram,
Colley to Fischer, March 21, 1928. There is no record of
any answer to elther_telegram. : Y
B%;AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 87, file 724,

Colley to Fischer, February 4, 1929. Colley feared that
because of Fischer's 1nterests wifh the C.P.R., an article he
Fmight publish would be considered byM 8hr as direct propaganda.

BQ;AI, C.P.R. Colonlzatlon Papers, Box 87, file 724
Fischer to Colley, February 14, 1929.

e
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Despite Fischer's efforts to.promote his ~nlony, few
Swiss s;ttled at:Invermere. This may have been Lec-iause the arm
was.pooriybirrigated and therefore relatively unpindhctive,82
and.hecauis Swiss settlers rarely had thé necesszry capital
to invest in exfensive irrigation systems.sa' The ‘fate of
the Colonization ﬁoard is not known. The Columbi: Valley

Irrigated Fruit Lands Company remained in existence until

1972%° but what portion of its land was in fact ssttled by

_'Swiés immigrants remains a mystery. Fischer left the emplcr

of the Department of the Interior in 192%.

' |
While the Canadian Pacific Railwzy was bizy pursuirns

Swiss‘immigration schemes, the Canadian National ailway wes
equally engaged. Already several hundre< Swiss Lzl settled
aloné its lines, and .although mbsf of the settler:, appear t0
have come on an individual basis, some s=zttlemen: plans An a
grander scale had been advanced. In Aﬁg:st-1928,f{r;ti.
Hammérschlag, a Swiss gentleman who had tome‘toifanitoba iﬂ &

April of the same year, presented himselZ to the Z.N.R. as

87 Mis view was shared byM&hr. 3%I, C.P.E. Zolonizati-"
Papers, Box 87, file 724, memorandum, Cc.ley to "zn Scoy,
May 18, 1929. iy

881pia.

89The Columbia Valley Irrigated EFru.t Lands I-mpany,
Limited went out of business in 1972. F=rsonal -trrespondei
February 13, 1976.

¢

[
i




- 136 -

!

a4 spokesman for One hundred and twenty Swiss famllles anxious

to settle in Canada. In gaining the necessary experlence T

needed to report to them his flndlngs,

-

he haq)worked on

several farms 1n!4an1toba‘both at Warren and Fischer Branch. 90

Now he pPlanned to v151t the three other western prOV1nces

Hammerschlag left for his western tour at the beginnlng of

October stopping at the various C,.N.R. offices along the way. 91

Apparently, he became interested in the Okanagan whlley, and

he wired to arrange a meeting w1th aMr,

with the C.N.R. Colonlzatlon offlce at Edmonton. 92

Kirkwood assoc1ated

The

meetlng which was to have taken place on November 5th, at

Jasper never materialized, and fronm the evidence it seems that

Hammerschlag simply disappeared

"

from sight.

93

Another progpsal was referred to the Winnipeg Office in

the fall of 1929 by the C.N.R.

G ilkerson. There, a certainir. Leuenberger,

%pac, & 30,.D 39, Volume

J. Ss. dd;owan August 10 1928,
91PAC K 30, D 39, volume
schedule for Hammerschlag
92PAC K 30, D 39, Vblume
M G owan to Mg u;Lre, October 29,
9040-6, b4c;u1re to Freer and M ¢

931bid., November 15, 1928.

5635,

5635,

5635,
1928;
<5 owan,

file 5200-1,

file 5200-1,

file 5200 -1,
VWolume 5649,
November, 15,

agent at San Francisco, Mr.

the President of

memorandum,
Travelling

telegram,
file
1928,
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a Swiss newspaper published in that city, had shoﬁh an
jinterest in encouraging Swiss immigration into British
Columbia. G ilkersop tr%ed-unsuccessfully to arrange a
meeting between Léﬁ;nbergef and either W. J.-Black, the
Dirgctor ?f the C.N.R; Department of Colonization or J. SV
‘M & owan of the Winniﬁég office.94 Freer, the Supefintendent
of Land Settlement in Winnipeg, did, howevef, send to
Leuenberger a brief resume of the advantages offered in
Central British Columbia, and recommended a possible site
for the‘establishment of a Swiss colony.95 No othér schemes

were advanced.96 .~

The Ammeter :Immigration

In April 1928, Fred Ammeter, a Swiss who had recently
emigrated from Russia to France, arrived in Winnipeg to inspect
lands in Western Canada. with a view to settling his relatives

:‘:L
N 94pac, 1 30, D 39, Volume 5635, file 5200-1, M cNicholl

to Mc owan, August 27, 1929; Black tol & owan, September 9,
1929.

~ 9pac, K 30, D 39, Volume 5635, file 5200-1, Freer to
M cNicholl, October 12, 1929.

96Two agents appear to have been sent to Switzerland by
the Canadian National Railway--H. Roetzinger of Carmel, -
Saskatchewan and Konrad Kretz of St. Catherines,Ontario. 1In
connection with these two see, PAC, K 30, D 39, Volume 5648,
file 9040-5, Periodical Report, July 16, to July 31, Winnipeg,
August 1, 1929, p. 2; Volume 8635, file 5200-1, memorandum
tnruh to Wardrop, September 11, 1930; M¢ owan to Black,
September 13, 1920; M s owan to Kretz, September 17J 1930.

[
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and frienas currently living in the Cauéasds. Armeter .
purported to represent approximetely‘lzo Swﬁss farmers and
dairymen who were disillusioned with conditions ip their
homeland; "Due to the Bolshevist movement in Russia" G'. H.
barker, the C.P.R. Inspector-at Winnipeg noted, "he /Fred
Ammetez? has suffered severe losses and he and his relatives
and" friends have decided “to emigratejto some other coantry...."
Ammeter had been directed to investigate opportunities for
settlement’in Alberta and British Columbia before returning
to Eu;gpe.97 )

‘ Ammetef-was accompanied by P. H. Thielman and W. R.
Dick, land inspectors in Alberta. They visited the Swiss
seftlement of S{:ettler,98 where they interviewed two'es;ablished
Swiss settlers.end gained information concerning average crop
yields and weather coﬂgitions.' At Lacombe they visited the
.Dominion Experimental Station. Ammeter had operated several
cheese facfories in the Caucasus along with 700 or 800
Zimmenthaler cattle. He believed that Alberta was suitable
for the raising of Zimmenthalers and.he expected to establish

a cheese factory on a similar scale.99

9%AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 1136,

"A" file, Parker to Dick, April 18, 1928; Parker to Dick,
April 20, 1928. Fred Ammeter was a personal friend of Peter
Veregin Jr. of Brilliant, British Columbla

w 98 he town of Stettler was founded by Carl Stettler in 1905.
9gf“AI C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 1136, "A"
file, memorandumy Thielman to chk M ay hﬂ? 1928.
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On or about October 31, Jacob Tinner, a son-in-law
of Fred Ammeter, arrived in Winnipeg accompanied by his wife.
——t
. By ﬁovember the couple were in Calgary100 and they were

immediately placed by an agent'®! with amMr..c. A. Phillips

102

of Carseland. Ammeter who was now in France, would be

fiéét informed?bf their progress and so also of the pfospects
fof\inending immigrants. -

Tinner was not satisfied that he would be able to
purchase his owp’dairy farm; furthermore he deplored thg lack
of opportunity to learn English.103 T. 0. F. Herzer, the
manager of the Canada Colonization Association in Winnipeg,'
with whom Tinner was in constant correspondence, tried to
dissuade him from leaving his employ. But Tinner was
dissatisfied and in an interﬁie% with Thielman he discugsed

his situvation as well as thg proposed emigration 8£ his country-

men, already in the proceSs of selling their possessions in i

Russia.104 Various plans'for the bloc settlement of the group
?
lOQSAI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 11386, g
"A" file, telegram, Parker to Herzer,  October 31, 1928; X .
telegram, Herzer to Parker, November 5, 1928. i
101 ’ b

The agent was a Mr: Riordon. GAI, C.P.R. Colonization 4
Papers, Box 120, file 1136, "a" file, memorandum, Parker to
Herzer, November 20, 1928. i

102Ibid. Phillips owned two and a half sections of land _ 4
and profifsed to pay Tinner forty dollars per month with board.

. ;0%;AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 1136,
"A" file, Tinner to Herzer, December 23, 1928 (translation).

10$4emorandum, Parker to Herzer, November 20, 19?8, see
n. 101. . '
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consistiﬁg of -ten brothers and their respective families were
discussed105 including the Vancouver area and unimproved
brushlands belonging t6 the C.P.R. in the northern Prairies.

Thielman assured him in this connection that "the, Canadian

Colonization Association was making at present a survey for

vacant farm'houses."106 e

Tinner now actively pursued the interests of his

*

relatives in Europe. InMarch 1929, he visited Kamloo?s and
vancouver and reported to his father-in-law,

Ich war also letzte Woche, 7. aerz in B.C..... Das
Land, das Zukaufen waere liegt dem Flusse entlant,
es scheint gutes L.and zu sein. es muss aber bewaessert
.werden, die Bewaisserungslagen sind sehr gut ausgebaut
und ist gennegend Wasser vorhanden. Der untere Teil
des Landes is gepachtet von Chinese welche Tomaten,
Melonen, Gurken, Kartoffeln, Mais, etc. pflanzen,-
andere grosse Parzellen sind mit Apfelbaeumen,
bepflanzt, wie mir Mister Parker mitellt soll es  °.

. hier gewoehnlich ﬁghn Tage frueher reif sein als
in Okanagan Tal.l

-

lOSThis group represented ten married brothers with a few
married children. GAI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, \\
file 1136, "A" fi%z, memorandum, Thielman to Parker, January 31,
1929. ’

1065y54.

lo%;AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, on 120, file 1136,
"aA" file, Tinner to Fred ammetexr, M arch 11, 1929. (Last week, .
the 7th of March I was in B.C.... The land which would be for
sale' lies along the river. It appears toth good land but has
to be irrigated: The irrigation works are of a proper
construction, and there is sufficient water. The lowex part
of the land is leased to Chinese who plant tomatoes, melons,
cucumbers, potatoes, corn etc. On other big parcels are
apple trees. AsMr. Parker tells me, apples ripen here ten
days earlier than in the Okanagan valley.) Free translation.
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Another relative, Alfred Ammeter, who had récently;moﬂéd to

'Deloraine Manitoba) communicated with Tinner and he soon

Y

" joined the lattér at Calgary in anticipation of forming a bloc

108

family set;Elémé‘ﬁt.\
M eanwhile éhe Ammeter clan in Soviet Russia, which had
suffered sevefe’finapcial.setback§~during the Bolshevik
revolution, found itself faced once. again with financial ruin.
After having rebuilt'their industries, the Ammeters found
that when it came time‘to gell their poésessions=in preparaticn
for -their voyage to Canada, the Soviet govérnment.confiseated
their lands as well as the profits of their cheese factory.

They were permitted to sell their equipment and livestock but

their passage fare from Tiflis to Winnipeg reduced their net

capital to abbut $2200.2°7 on July 26th they docked at Quebec,
and by July 2Bth they had arrived in Winnipeg.llO

—

. L
10q;AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 1136,
"A" file, Alfred Ammeter tg Tinner, March 22, 1929. M&hr had
hoped to settle the Ammeter party in the Invermere district
but as has been seen, the irrigation problems were virtually
insurmountable for settlers with little capital. M emorandum,
Colley to Van Scoy,May 18, 1929, see n. 67.

109On their way to Canada, the party stopped briefly at
Hamburg where they were assured by the Swiss Consul that the
travel expenses from Tiflis to Hamburg would be reimbursed by
the Swiss government should they be able to find suitable
accomodation in Canada.

114 a1, BN €213, file 2479, memorandum, July 29, 1929.
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| The problems of flndlng a suitable locatlon for the

famllles now were magnified. Firsdtly, the financial situation

was gloomy. Not being able to obtain a 'loan, the p0551b111t¥

that the Ammeter party would now be forced to divide and settle
1ndependently loomed greater® - Herzer stated quite emphaticallx
that at the present time, there was no famm avallable in the
Prov1nce of Alberta which could suitably accommodate the

entire party. Should however, the money Whlch had been

pr0mised_by the Swiss-government be forthcomlng,ll% Herzer

felt confldent that each family, so enriched by a thousand

dollars, would ‘be able to find suitable accommodatlon for a

certain period of time. As for the moment, negotiations with

' &
the Swiss Consulate on the matter, and the search for a suitable

farm would continue.112

Very much involved with the eter party was the Swiss

Consulate inMontreal, and in a more direct role the Vice-

Consulate in Winnipeg. The Consul G eneral in Montreal asked

that in order to sultably 1nspect areas of possible settlement

a committee to be composed of the heads of

lllSee n. 109,

112See n. 110. §

three of the families,

i 1 il e e .5t i 5 e
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. should proceed to Brltlsh\c;glgmbla,l13 and Alberta.ll4“‘Now'a
search for land began in earnest --------- EB“XGEGEE”§EHT“ﬁEEk léft
Calgary to 1nspect the Laird. farm near Edmonton.lls A few\ . _h_“f
days 1ater Parkerxr arrlved at Pincher Creek, fﬁiberta to | S

v’ 4

appraise a more 1nterest1ng prospect, the Pelletlér farm, 116

On August 10 f&ve men from the Ammeter pa/ty 1eft Wlnnipeg,

' two were bound for Br.ooks and the three remalnlng destined. for

. o4

vCalgary. The next day,; Dick wired tp have tenumore men sent

to Calgary where employment could be found for the}n;117 they

A

113The farms inspected by the committee aside from the 1
Pelletier farm were: the P. Burns farm located approximately
five miles from Calgar ; the Creston farm owned by the
British Columbia government; C.P.R. brush land north of .
Pigeon Lake, Alberta; the Bennett farm approximately fourteen
miles fromMillett, Alberta; the Laird farm, located seventeen
miles southeast of Camrose, Alberta. GAI, C.P.R. Colonization

Papers, Box 120, file 1136, "av file, memorandum, Thlelman,
August 17, 1929.

ll%;AI C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 1136, :

-"A" file,* telegram, to Dick, August 7, 1929,

‘ﬂ

’°11§;AI, C.P.R. Colonlzatlon Papers, Box 120, file 1136, !
"A" file, telegram, Dick to Buchanan, August 9, 1929;

llQ;AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box ‘120, ‘file 1136, 3
"A" file, telegram, Dick ‘to Buchanan, August 9, 1929,
1 |
lll;AI C.P.R. Colonlzatlon Papers, Box 120, flle-ll36 ;
"A" file, telegram Dick to Duncan, August 10, 1929- telegram, . !

chk to Duncan, August 11, 1929,
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left Winnipeg on.August' 13th and by August 16th, Dick reported
e )

-.that all flfteen had found employment near Pincher Creek.118

Attentlon now focused on the Pelletlei farm.? Accompaniedwf."q

™~

by:dr. chk and Thielman, the Ammeter party closely inspected

the farm and was favourably impressed by 1ts f;ndlngs. The

.

land, mostly'under cultivation, was well,gitugéed and had

under Pelletier’'s guidance prospered well. Dick promptly

.
e

<
entered into négotiations with the owner and after some

bargaining, the price per acre was lowered to $43.00 which

119

included all the ®quipment op the farm. Final decisgons

still had-to be made by the committee,'and it returned the
following Monday to Winnipeg. The‘strength and breadth of.

the argquments presented is not known but the resultant action

taken proved to be against settling in Alberta. As Dick wrote
- - R ' M 4
later,

... when the Ameter /F1c7 group returned. tof anitoba
they all recommended a certain farm at Starbuck

M anitoba and this wds put to the Swiss Consulate

G eneral-at Montreal who approved of their choice

and the group have now purchased and are in possess—
ion of this property at Starbuck.

o
o

.-
.- £

ll?:AI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 113s,
"A" file, telegram, Duncan to Dick, August 13, 1929; telegram,
Dick to Duncan, August 16, 1929. "It is interesting to note
that arrangements were being made to send the. female members
of the party to Calgary where places in a domestic capacity
had been found for them. The Swiss Consul in Winnipeg,
however, refused to let them go until some permanent settlement
had been found. See Box 120, file 1136, "A"™ file, telegram,

Dick to Duncan, August 9, 1929 Herzer to Duncan, August 13,
1929.

ll%SAI, C.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120, file 1136,

A" file, memorandum, August 19, 1929.
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t: I understand that the PeIllter /sic/ farm, was -
second choice, but as. thejM anitoba land Has prlCEd
at only $25. QO per acre the deal was made there,

e

Not all of the Ammeter famllles had come dlrectly to

'a? Canada. X second group con51st1ng oﬁ 29 people—-four famllles-—

. how had shown an interest 1n 1eav1ng Sw1tzerland and jolnlng

their relatives in Starbuck. Opposition ‘to thelr ettlement

121

. - inManitoba had been.raised by the ¥ anitoba goVernm nt

"3
and theugh negotiations between the C.P.R., the.Swiss Consulate

inE4on‘real and the M anitoba government had been under way

* «for some time no settlement had been arrlved at 122 As a
\

a result the C.P.R. approached the provincj government of

/
-Brltlsh Columbia in an.effort to find sultable accommodatlons

The provincial government responded.

No ébjection to the settlement oﬁ\t:e Swiss families was

"given "provided reasonable assuranc 15 given that the faﬁiiles
t .t .

will be placed on land and will follow agrlculture, thereby

not addlng to the unemployment situatipn."123 As the exact

-«

12Q§AI ™e.P.R. Colonization Papers, Box 120 file 1136
"A" file, chk to Tlnner, September 12, 1929.
1218&cause of the high unemployment in the province, the

M anitoba govert: t 'was hesitant to allow the remaining four
" families to setgle‘In the prov1nce.

lz%;AI, BN C21% , file 2479, memorandum, Duncan to
,nchonnell,_October 21, 1920.

2% a1, BN c21%, File 2479

Van‘Scoy to G reminger,
September 29, 1930.

! )
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] .
1ocatlon of the areas avallable for settlement was. not clear,

the Swiss Consul recommended that the famlllES remain in

iSwi;zerland‘until the spring of 19§1.124 'The\suggestion suited

the purposes of the C P.R. and they 1mmed1ate\y asked the

L4

1nspector for the Canada Colonlzatlon Assoc1atlon in Vancouver,

B.hicConneil to submit various proposals for the consideration
of the Swiss party.l25 In this frame, an attfdctive-land deal
was being negotiated wiéhp{r. Blake Wilson of the Blakeburn

Ranch near Coquitlam,126 but forlreasons not specified, the

Ammeter party announced that’ it had chosen to remain in

Switzerland, and not ,to emigrate in the spring.127_

- The war years can be seen as having had a direct

-

influence in the emergence of sgtate-aided emigratign.
he war, and

" E onomicaily, Switzerland suffered greatly during’

QV’ this was manifested in the post-war period. Where as in the

12411 :48

'1258ee for example, GAI, BN C212%, file 2479, memorandum,
.McConnell to Duncan, October 27, 1930, memoramdum Duncan to
M cConnell, November 17, 1930.

\ 12%a1, BN C21%, file 2479, memorandum, M cConfell to
Dennis, December 30, 1930.

lz%sAI, BN C21%, file 2479, memorandum, Duncan to

M cConnell, January 21, 1931.
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pést the Swiss government refused to commi£ itself to immigra-

tion projects in Canada and abroad, and censored to a large

o

. extent all foreign immigration propaganda, it became clear in
the 1920s that a new policy haé been adopted. A recession
in the economy, and a greater flow-of workers from the country-
side into the cities necessitatéd a-different approagﬁ»towards
emigration. | |

"iﬂuch of the credit for shaping this new fo;mula belongs
to J. M 8hr, the president of the powerful Emigration Bureau,
His interest in emigration matters no doubt had a significant
impact on the sizeable. increase of ?wiss ehigratién to Canada.
Canada beneéited‘from this state-aided emigration but‘as has
been seen, in éomé cases, Swigs authorities weré more concerned

about reiieving the unemployment situation then about the

guality of emigrants they'encouraged abroad.
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Chapter V: The SwissGuides, a romantic exggr?hent in
. colonization.

In 1899 the first Swisss .alpine .guides commissioned by
the Canadian Pacific Railway to lead Elimbing parties in the
Canadian Rockies arrived in Canada. For many years the
gpectacular Rockies had remained inaccessgble to all but
the few hardy enocugh to conquer its-;pgged.s}opes, The
railway, however, which penetréted this natural barrﬁer
brought a new impetus inte the region and by the late 1880s
and early 1890s new hotels and dining halls were built‘aloné
Itﬁe route. Whilé towns such as Revelsfoke, Donald, and Field
benefited frqm the bocm, the mountainéﬁs regions had been
left laréely'igno?ed angqunexplored. although Canadians
lacked the éxpertisé to tackle.the rocky cliffs there were
advéntu;ous foféign climbers who could be attracted to the
region. Tbe'mountainous topography had enormous potential
and it was in this light that the C.P.R. managers designed a
plan to 'import' gqualified Swiss guides to 1ead.c{i@bing
parties and to'expiore a new frontier,

Between 1899 and 1912, more than twenty guides were

employed for varying periods of time.in the Canadian "Alps".



- 149 -

Field,lGlaciex2 and Laggan3 were the most common starting"

pointe and each station had its resident qﬁides, packers and .

outfitters. The popularity of the Siwiss guides grew steadily

and 1t was not long before the C P R. manageys embarked upon

- .a more ambltlous pr03ect-—the v1llage of Ede\lweiss. This

final chapter briefly examines.the arrival of/the early

1

Swiss‘guides, the 'creation' of the Swiss village and the

reasons that led to its inevitable failure. .
T

1Along the tracks'6at various. 1ntervals, dining halls were
built by e C.P.R. to accommodaté.passengers. Dining cars on
westboundﬁgxalggayere detached ag‘c lgary because the steep
climbs and angléd grades beyond that point made them an
expendable luxury. One such stop was Field, where the ¥ount
Stephen House was built. This station, which originally

housed only a restaurant but later expanded to include hotel
accommodation, was closed permanently in 1917 or 1918.

- %aiacier was another stop along the line. The G lacier

. House Chalet first opened in January, 1887 and closed its

doors in 1916. That year, the Connaught Tunnel was completed
re-directing the main line away from the hotel. Writes

Chris Schiesser in the G olden Valley View-Point, "Anyone
camping in the beautiful campground at G lacier need only
walk a few humdred yards past the Alpine Club Hut to the site
of a once flourishipg C.P.R. Hotel. Amid the shrubs and
trees may be found a crumbling concrete basement and a few,
supporting ‘pillars that are all that remaln of one of the
most prctqresque hostelries in the west." ™ (Oct. 1966)

zﬁ;;;gan, the‘que Louise Station, is thé only one to have
survived with the erection of the modern C.P.R. hotel. The
first structure was destyoyed by fire, and a second one was
built before it too was replaced by the Chateau. Professor
Fay notes:
"It is 1nterest1ng to compare the Chalet of 189
grandiose Chateay of the present day; still more to h
its development. In its initial stage the little str
a single storey with a hip roof--contained in all onl
rdéoms including the principal one, whose plate glass
looked 6ut onMt. Victoria, not as yet named, and t
ful lake. It served as office, dining room, drawi
even bar,..." "0ld Times in the Canadian Alps,”
Alpine Journal, (1921-1922), p. 95.
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Alpinism emerged-in the nineteenth century as oné of_-
the more prestigious sports. National alpine clubs:/could be
found in various parts of the world and local mountaineer's
cl&bs and associations numbered in the hundreds. In the mid-
nineteenth century alpinism enjoyed its Golden Age. .Many of
the more trqécherousland elusive peaks of Europe and South'
'Americg, such as'Ecuador's_ChimbOrazo and the Swiss Matterhorn,
fell to the weather-beaten climber and his trusty pick-axe.
By the 1880s few. peaks in Europe remained unscaled and
alpinism gradually slipped intoli{s Silver Age. New frontiérs
within reach were becoming scarce and éhe opening up of the
Canadian Rockies brought new life to the sport:

Private barties sﬁonso}ed by national and local alpine
clubs in Britain, tﬁe United States and to a lesser extent,
Switzerland, were among thé,first‘to explore the various peaks

’in the.Seikirk range. Sponsorship was essential for any major
'expedition because few individuals could afford the tremendous
expense of trével, guides and equipment. Virtually all of
these early expeditions in the Canadian Rockies were guideless
apd‘climbers such as Professor Charles E. Fay, founder of the
Boston-based Appalachian ub, .and Professor Norman Collie of
the British Alpine Club c§

d only marvel at the absence of

serious accidents during such hazardous excursions.

-
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In th% summer of 1897, & climbing party headed by
Professor Fay grrived in Canéda. Fay had first come to
Canada in 1894 and répeated his visits in 1895 and 1896. .
Accompanyiné him were Norman Collie and H. B. Dixon, members
of the British Alpine Club, and A. Michael, H. C. Parker,
the Rev. C. L. Noyes and J. R. Vanderlip all from the thited
States. Alsp in attepdance was the Swiés guide, fétef Sarbach
of St. Niklaus. Sarbach, now well into his fifties, had
climbed with Collie in Switzerland and joined@ him now on
this special expedition.\\His trip to Canada signalled the
first visit to the Rockies by a’ professional Swiss guide.4

This expedition had a special purpose for Professor‘
Fay. A year earlier, Fay and three other imbers attempted
to scale the icy face of Mount Lefré;?:<£;:ilip Abbot, "an |
American member ofléhe party and an e#perienced climber led the -
attack. 'After riaking their way through the‘ﬁbeath Trap"--a
deep gully made infamous-MY frequent rock falls--and on to
the paés-leading to Lefroy,5 they soon cqnfronted a difficult

rock face with a ‘chimney' that appeared to lead to the top.

4Accounts of this initial visit by P8ter Sarbach are
numerous. A vivid recording of events is given by Professor
Fay inMunsey's Magazine in an article entitled "Alpine Climbing
in America® Vol.~24, 6 M arch, 1901), pp. 809-822. Tufts
thiversity Collection. Another important source is William G .
Taylor, The Snows of Yesteryear, J. Norman Collie, Mountaineer,
Toronto: Holt Rinehart and Winston of Canada, Limited, 1973,
pp. 86-96.

5The pass was named "Abbot's Pass" in honour of the deceased
climber.



Confident of their success the four unroped and Abbot ascended
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alone. Shortly afterwards he fell past his fellow climbers to

his death nine hundred feet below.6

Stung by the vengeance of

the mountain, Fay was determined to return with the strongest

-

party he could muster.

at the base of Mount Lefroy. The date chosen was August 3,

the anniversary of Abbot's death. Once more they proceeded

through the -"Death Trap" and onto the pass which led to the

familiar rock face. ™~

Their route to the summit of Lefroy followed that

‘After a few preliminary scrambles the outfit assembled

of the previous year. The steep slope was divided -

into three sections by two bands of rotten limestone
ledges. TFortunately the snow was in good condition;
firm enough to kick steps in, but not so hard as to
require cutting. The real difficulty and danger lay
above the second band 6f rocks where they were soon
confronted by the cliff which Abbot had tried to
scale. This they soon avoided by kicking a ladder
of snow steps up a gully between the rock and the
utterly exposed ice face on which the snow no

longer lay. A snow aréte led_upward§ from the

top of the cliff to the summit cornice, and at

11 a.m._they reached the highest point of Mount
Lefroy.7 ) :

-

Two days later the party celebrated the Queen's G olden Jubilee

with an initial climb of Mount victoria.®

6Again there are numerous accounts of this tragedy but see,
for instance, a detailed account of the climb in, Rev. James
Outram, In the Heart of the Canadian Rockies, New York: The
Macdiillan Company, 1905, and The Snows of Yestervear, see n. 4.

* Tphe Snows of Yesteryear, é. 91, n. 4.

8

-
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S

o e e Ay her e e - fmnn =i

- - [P



- 153 -
£ I1 S .
Peter Sarbach's visit to éénada had been the fesult

of a pridate expedition entertained By prominent climgérs of

“the day. 1In 1899 the Canadian Pacific Railway, anxious to
promote clinbing in the area, entered into contract with two
professional Swiss guiées'to spend the summer months in
Canada and lead climbing expeditions in:the Selkirks. The
first two guides to come under thé C.P.R. arrangement were
Edward Feuz Sr. and Christian Hi8sler Sr., both ot Interlaken.
Initially, both Feuz and Hisler were stationed at G lacier
House, located at the foot of the majest;§ Illecilfwaet

G lacier; the following year, howeQer, Hésler; was transferred
to,Field, a small town nesting at the foot of1dount Stephen.

Tourism was not the only purpose for which guides

were employed. In 1901, the C.P.R. eﬁﬁaged Edward Whymper,
the first man to reach the summit of the M atterhorn, to comeée
to Canada'and explore the Yoho Valley; located north of Field.
Whymper broight with him two of the finest guides in Europe
~-Christian Klugker and Joséph Pollinger--as well as two less
known but equiily capable guidesT—Joseph Bossonney and Christian

Kaufmann. > Norman Collie, who had made previous plans to visit

Christian Kaufmann was the only one of the four that
returned to Canada as an Alpine guide. See, Major F. V.
Longstaff, "The Story of the Swiss Guides in Canada," Canadian
Alpine Journal, Vol. 28 (1943), pp- 1992191.
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the Lofoten Islands in Norway that yeér, denounced the L-"\\\
m »

expedition as nothing short of professional commercialis

He wrote to C. S. Thomson:

¢

I doubt whether you have heard that the great
Whymper is about to attack the Rockies during 1901-
2-3. He has got the two finest Swiss guides, Klucker
and Pollinger, and two others and will go to Banff
and then polish off all the peaks. I am dreadfully
sorry for it will all be done for advertisement.

Why the devil he couldn't leave them alone I don't
know. He will 'simply go and gobble up the whole lot.
As .a hunting ground for amateurs the country was

‘big enough and to spare, but when a professional
team lets itself loose--well all I can say is 'damn’'
the man!. I certainly can't get over there next
summer but if I could I would try my level best to -
speoil some of his game for him. .

Why I am so mad about it is that it is not donevfor
sport at all or because Whymper has any real liking
for the Hills. From the beginning it is dollars
I only wish the Appalachian Club, who pioneered all
the climbing there would go there in.force next
summer .

Collie had little cause tc worry. Whymper was already

at an advanrced age when he arrived in Canada and could not

participate in any major -climbs.

11 Instead he delegated this

privilege to the Rev. James Outram of the British Alpine Club.

To the dismay of the guides, Whymper occupied his time and

theirs in hiking trips, cutting trails, and exploratory work

of a:minor nature. The guides ‘resented being obliged to carry

out work usually left to the packers:and porters and this

10

11

The Snows of Yesteryear, p. 117, see n. 4.

Whymper was sixty-one years old when he first came to

Canada in 1901.

/,
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reéhlted in many Reréonal ciasﬁes bet?een the; senior éuide,
Christian Klucker, and the eccentric Whymper.12 No' formal
report was filed by Whymper £hat year nor during'the following
two years. He returned to Canada as ah honorary gﬁest of the

newly founded Canadian Alpine Clubt

in 1909 and died two years
later at Chamonix.14 '

After 1901 several guides came to Canada for varying
lengths of tiﬁe.> The Feuz brothers, Ernest and Edward Jr.
camie out regularly while otheré such as Moritz Inderbinnen

came out for a few seasons enly. The popularity and brilliance

of the guides.has been lel documented in the annals of the

»

12 here are many integbgting accounts of the conflict in
personality that existed between Whymper and Klucker. These
are carefully, if somewhat biasedly, recorded in Whymper's
diary.. His entry of June 16, 1901, notes for example:

"When walking home to the Hotel /Banff/, apparently all
on good terms with each other, Klucker suddenly burst dut in
a violent harangue, which was illogical and at times incoherent;
from which it appeared that he and the others considered
themselves very much agrieved /—1c7 at various thlﬁgs. He
used the word "chicanerie" several times. After we had our
dinners, I invited them into the depot to state their grievances
in a calmer manner. It appeared that it was a very great
grievance to be taken out fishing. They were "guides" not
porters, and had not agreed to do that description of-work
/sic/." Whymper Diaries, Copy in the Archives of the Canadian
Rockies.’

&

131he canadian Alpine Club was founded in 1907 by Sir
Sandford Fleming.

Marnold Lunn, A‘Cé;tury of 41 ountaineering, 1857-1957,
London, George Allen & thwin Ltd., 1957, p. 6l.

o
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Canadian Alpine Club and need nox“be'tetdid here. Sﬁffice

;i; to say that in large part it was.their popular. appeal that

encouraged the C.P.R. to fP;ther'expand.the pﬁéject-and -

“embark on the construction‘bf the Swiss villagé of Edelweiss.
L . III .

- - ‘Eringing the Swiss guides each year from Switzerland
and returning them at the end of the climbing season becamé a
‘costly‘undertaking for the C.P.R. As early as 1909, R. A. W.
Kerr, the C.P.R. Passenger M anager proposed to.Colonel Dennis
the Company's President, that the construction of a Swiss
village‘might well be an aesthetic as well as a beneficial
project to consider providing both a tourist atfraétion and a

central location for the Swiss guides.

For the past three or four vears I lﬁér£7 have been

N working.on an idea for establishing a colony, or Swiss
village, at some point in the mountains - say not
farther west than Revelstoke, or in°the Columbia

Valley on the main line, if a suitable location could

be obtained, and I have been in correspondence with
Mr. Archer Baker on this subject and he thinks that
with proper inducements, we could get a colony of
guides to come over, and can find a proper location,
"+ my idea being somewhere on the slope of a hill, with
a southern aspect, in close sight of the main line,
" to construct a sufficient number of Alpine cottages
built after the plan of the little Swiss cottages in
the Alps, with a sufficient amount of ground around

- each cottage where they could grow vegetables, flowers,

and keep chickens, goats, etc.,--in other words, liwve
just as they live in Switzerland. i
Such a village would form a good advertisement and

would do away with the expenses of bringing these guides

out annually and returning them to their homes.l5

lﬁslenbow-Alberta Institute, BN C 2123 F2342, Kerr to.
Dennis, October 18, 1909. - :
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“
Hejwas certain that winter employment eouid'be found without
toc much trouble, ahd concluded "that a suitable name for
the v1llage would be ‘Edelwelss'ﬁ 16
The suggestlon excited the 1nterest of the C.P. .R.
Kmanagers and a search for a convenient’ location was ordered.
The site-selected would have to meet certain specifications.
hpart from being situated on the marh lfﬁemgf thé C.P,R.,
the area would alsé have to haveﬁalsggﬁicientiiuiong growing
season to permit vegetable gardening and be appxopriately
located so as‘to provide employment for the guldes durlng the
long off- season B. 3. Hamilton of the Calgary office, who
‘had}been sent to inspect-possible locations for the village,
recommended that(;oiden be selected as the site for its
construction.17 The town of Golden was suitabiy located within
.reasonable distance.from Field and Laggan and afforded easy
access to the Columbia ice field and its surrounding peaks.
‘FUrthermore, the mproperty to the north of the station Aolden?
has a southern slope, anq any village established there could
be‘easily seen from the train, which éeneraily pass throughl

there in dayli‘ght.,"18

16 1piq. :
l%;AI BN V 2125 F2342, Hamllton to Dennls, December 17,
1909; Dennls to Hami on, December 13, 1909- Hamilton to Dennls,
Decem%gr 21, 1909.. ;

. Y .

18ham'lton to Dennis; December 17, 1909, see n. 17.

]
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On:January;ﬁ?L 1910, Hamilton visited G olden and
Y -

; N L3
consulted with the town barrister, Mr. A. N. Pinkman. Pinkman
proposed several lots which were for sale, but drew particﬁlar

attention to a quarter-section owned by aMr. Saqmerg.% "His
=L
land lies to the north of the right-of-way and immediately

"adjoins the Western milé;board,.being the southwest quarter
of Section 24, Township 27 Range 22, West of the Fourth,
b&eridian."lg ‘'The land could be properly irrigated and more:

than half of the acreage’ formed a gentle slopé whichfcould

*

easily be seen from-the station.

About 60 acres of the entire area lies comparatively
flat, and the other 100 acres is made up by a hill
side with a southern aspect that it would be possible
to cultivate. The greater portion of the flat has.
been under cultivation for some time and seems to
have a good growing capacity.... What is known as
_“the Hospital Creek crosses the Southern end of ‘
the whole quarter, and by proper damming I think e
there could be sufficient water in it to iupply all
that is required for irrigation purposes. 0 '

The extent of the negotiations, and the amount paid for the

quarter—secfion is_ not documented but it is known that the

C.P.R. was successful in its bid to buy the Sammer's property.2

1%;AI, BN C 212 ¥2342, Hamilton to Dennis, January 29, 1910,

291pid.

2lohe price asked “for by Mr. Sammers was $4,500 but
Hamilton valued the land at only $3,500. Ibid.
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. The initial plan 8F the v1llage con51sted .0f half a p

dozen 51x-room chalets plcturesquely situated at.the crest of
- &
22

the hlll. At the base of the‘prcperty, the C.P. .R. planned

to build r ady—made farms which would then be sold to ellgible

23

buyers. Actual constructlon of the chalets, based on

drawings prepared by James Hart of Calgary, commenced in 1911.24

Alﬁhough no photographs of the v1llage have been obtained,

written 4%counts bring 1nto queetlon the quality and appearance

25, Francis Caulfeild for example, wrote to

Sir Thomas Shaughnessy Honorary Chalrman of the C.P.R.

of the chalets.

I venture to make a few comments on the.Swiss
village at G olden, one of the spirited enterprises of
the Canadian Pacific Railway which does not seem so
happily designed as most of the others. In the
first place the houses differ totally from the Swiss
¢halet, being completely unlike in-“size pitch and
constructlon, to say nothing of its belng palnted red:
bwt the feature which must, I_think, jar most on-

.S lovers of Switzerland K is that the houses are .sét in
e rows_atgeven distances& and all facing the same way
/[sic/, ich I fang¥. to the liberty-loving Switzer

1 L}

- . N . \n
2%AI, BN C 2123 F2345, Smith to Hargadon, December 9, 1924.
. 23Ibid. '

2% AL, BN C 12 F2345, Hargadon to,Smith, December 5, 1924.

k¢ 25A sketch of the proposed village Was made by Charles

. Sheldon for the Illustrated London News (Supplement, Febguary 18,
1911). Writes B. S. Smith, "This drawing,... was, of cou?ze an -

imaginary picture as the buildings had not been erected but

the artist had been furnished with a copy of the plans and

looked over the site and the.drawing gives a fair idea of the

general appearance of the village, although in reality the

buildings are not sp close together as shown nor does each

stand out on the summit of an isolate piece of rock.to the

S ‘1_\.

-

extent suggested in this plcture " Smith to Hargadon, December 9%’

hJ

- -

1924, see n. 22. BTN
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‘must be inendurable:... It would not bé a great

; matter to rebuild a dozen cottages which are
looked on as’typical specimeni of the Company's
work and do“not do it credit.,G; .

F. Wﬁ%;randall, an inspector with the Calgary office gomﬁénted{

* The houses are none too warm, as the -open stair
~ways cguse.the heat to go above, and some of them -
have curtains hung in the opening to prevent this. ..
The, fire -places afford but little heat, and Edouard

(Féuz) has closed his, made an opening in the chimney
and installed a stove.<’/. : . ru

- . “

The village was scheduled to be completed by the sPrihg

of 1912 but when the guides Errived construction had not yet

28 '

been terminated. Twelve guides came to Canada with their
. ~3

families that year‘ﬁith the intent'oquinding new homes in the
29

-

Swiss village. Documentation, ‘however, is sketchy and

conflicting on the question of How many guides actually took
+ up accomodations in the villacje.30 Available sources confirm-
« . T .
. that four guides--Edward Jr. and'Ernest Feuz,. Christian Hisler

* and Rudolph Aemmer--each occupied a chalet with their families.

-

1913, &
27

) . . . . f N ' '
. 2Q}AI, BN C 21%L F2344, Caulfield to Shaughnessy ,August 27,
. d . R , * 3 -

Ll

‘, .

28"The Story of the SwissGuides in Canada,"{p. 190, see
n. 9; George Stephens, M emories of aGuide,"” Cariadian Alpine -
Jourpal, Nb{;,&E;'p. 104.

29

-

Tbid.

. Certain sources such ,as Lohgstaff's account claims in one
instance that” the twelve guides moved into the Village with their
families. Yn another section of the same article, however, he

acknowledges the existance of only six chalets. The existence of
only six chalets is also supported by primary sources. There is, .

however, no evi@gnce that the chalet housed more tHhan one family
at any one timef ) . : o f

SNt

»

GAI, BN C 21Z F2344, Grandall to Hart; November 29, 1912.-
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Edward Feuz Sr.';efuséd to move tolE&elweiss ;nd opted
instead to return Eo‘Switzerland yﬁere he provided an important
iiaiéon in the selection of future guides.3l The youngest
Feuz brother, Walter, presumably moved in with one of his
brothers, but did not take up guiding until 1921.32

The following year, one of the remaiﬁing-two chalets
was claimed by Chfistian‘Yo;imann.3§ Originally, this cottage
was occﬁéied by Walter Schaufelberger, recently éngaged by .
the”CJP.R; as an alpine guiae} Schéufelberge;, however, met

with the united opposition of the other guides_because-he

refused to consider Edelweiss his permanent home. Edward

Feuz Jr., the senior guide, wrote to James Hart of the Calgary.

office:

A few weeks ago, Mr. Reed sent up a G uide from
Mofitreal to Glacier House. I was called up to
G lacier, to speak to hiwm. That man won't agree to
get married and settle down here. He intends to
stay here only for the summer and go back to
Switzerland in the fall. 5o we are all against him.
I had aNletter fromG lacier, that he went without
méntioning a word... up on Sir Donald. He was.not
o on duty when they called for him. A propexr guide

- . does not do such a foolish thing. His name is

Schaufelberger. :
\.

A 3]:It was, for example, Edward Feuz Sr. who recommended
Christian Yorimann as a replacement for Schaufelberger.

32"'The Story of the Swiss Guides in Canada," p. 191,
see n. 9.

>

3 .
ka1, BN C 2125, 2344, Grandalllto Hart, July 9, 1913.
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Kindly take up that matter withtir. Reed and
discharge him. ‘
We engaged Christ. Jorimann, and he is going to ¥
settle down here with us. So we will be five '
guides, and that will be sufficient for this
season.
Hart sympathized with the delicate harmony the guides wexe

trying .to preserve and approved of the replacemeqt.35

Iv .

To accommodate the new circumstances, a diffefent
contract.was prepared for the guides. According to the new
agreemené, eacﬁxéuide was committed to a five year term during
thchlhe agreed to reside iy the viliage. After the first
year of residence, he was rgquired to pay rent at the rate
of ten dollars a month ané an additional reduction of ten
dollars a month to repay the C.P.R. for livestoék which had
been provided. 1In re%ufn, the Company would provide. free
transportation from Switzerland for the guide and hig family-
to the Swiss village, a suitable dwelling and one acre of

farmland. Furthermore, the Company assured each immigrant

employment as a guide during the tourist season and, more

-

3% a1, BN C 212 F2344, Feuz to Hart, July 7, 1913.

3% AI, BN C 2123 F2344, Hart to Reed, July 11, 1913.
Schaufelberger worked during the summers of 1913 and 1914
with the Canadian Alpine Club; in 1913 at the CathedralMt. ‘

Camp,.and in 1914 at the Club House at Banff and later at T

the Upper Yohoe Camp. In 1915, he was killed while participat-- .
ing in a Bernina ski-tour. ' .

e e s, 5
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1mportantly, “the Company undertakes to provide the G uide
with employment frégﬂlhe First day of October to the Thlrtleth
day of April, at the wages then current and usual to the ﬁogz‘
at. which heiis empioyed."36 Nowhere in thé contract was there
a guafantee: however; that the work would be in or around the
village of Edelweiss. ‘ .

.Problems related to this omission in the contract
‘began to surfédce in the winfer of 1912, After the climbing
season had ended in‘late September, the guldes were kept busy
with caretaking duties as wéi& asr;epalrlng irrigation ditches
and a firewall around the Swiss village. When winter approachéd,
they were offeréd sSnow-shovelling jobs at Banff aridGlacier.37
The prospect of, being sent away from home to work durlng
the winter did not meet with a joyous reception. Edward
Feuz Jr., the senior guide, echoed the general feeling when
he wrote to Hart: "The(:j}deg won't agree, to go awazifor
the winter;;.. They are away aN. summer... we have riot
bfought oﬁt the families, to leave them allone /sic/ all the o

k *
Year round; in this case we could have left them in Switzerland,"38

3% a1, BN € 21% F2342, Walker to Hart, August 22, 1911,
1ncluqing a copy of the rev1sed contract.

37 randall to Hart, November 29, 1912, see n. 26.

%AI, BN C 21% ¥2344, Feuz to Hart, December 3, 1912,
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Hart, however, could offer little consolation. Work in
nearby 5 olden, he claimed, was not available and unless the
guides agreed to go elsewhere, they would be without steady
) 39

Dissatisfied with Hart's "excuses", the guides |

colintered with a proposal to construct icé caves in the

spring and during the winter to build huts in a "knock-down,

' \
ready to carry" fashion to be erected later along the many

trails leading.away from .the various resort hotels.40 Hart
considered the proposal for pre-fabricated shelters a sound

one, and although it was much discussed there is no evidence .

that anything conpcrete resulted.?!

The problem of unemployment quickly developed into one

of financial survival. -

In Summer we are engaged for four months. oOur
wages are %120 per month. We have to pay Rent $120.
for the Chalet. It is an impossibility to keep a
family on such littlé money all the year round.

The Living is very high here in G olden. ' .

We signed the agreement for five years, and for
.all this time we are strictly in the Company's hands.

3%;AI, BN C 21% F2344, Hart to Dennis, December 5, 1912.

4q3AI, BN C-21% F2344, Feuz to Hart, December 17, 1912;
Hart to Ussher, February 25, 1913. ' .

“Lar, BN Cc 2125 F2344, Hart to Reed, March 31, 1013,

’
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The contract says, that the Company is supposed
to give us work from the first of Oct. till the
30th of April; but the Company does not follow
this Paragraph.
The C.P.R. has lots 6f work in the Colony but
engages other men. and intends then to send us

away. for thé winter.

We are all ready away al&2

summer; we do not want to go for winter again!

F

C.P.R. officials agreed to cancel rent payment and debts owed

to the Company but they’could offer little encouragement or

Further complications to the detriment of the villagers

"prospect'of alternative employment.

43

developed within the C.P.R.-Compény.' Originally, so it seemed,

the village was placed under the care of the C.P.R. Department

of Natural Resources.

Deggispent‘s manager, informed Hayter Reed, manager of the

However, by 19}3,'P.-L. Naismith, the

-

Hotel Department, that such was not ,the case. "The question”

' he wrote, "is one which broperly-éomes within the jurisdiction

of either your department or the passenger department and the

handling of these guides shoul%/ﬁsg'in any way be dealt with

by og; dep:;rtment."44

willing .than Naismith

colony and added that

I fancy, would be the

4 N

*@BN c 212

“%a1, By c 212

4%‘-1\1, BN C 21%5

4% a1, BN ¢ 212
1913. |

Reed,

on the other hand, was even less

to accept responsibility for the Swiss

the "only department which could do so,

Operating Department.”

F2344,
F2345,

F2345,

F2345,

45 Caught in this

Feuz to Dennis, November 25, 1§13.
Reed to Dennis, January 22, 1914.

Naismith to Reed, December 15,

Reed to Naismith, December 22,

[ SV R,
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bureaucratic shuffling, the Swiss guides were once more
P B .

’

frustrated ;ﬁ'their attempt to achieve a satisfactory agreement //

- /
s

and they quﬁckly became disillusioned about their future in /'

Edelweiss. The fate of the village was sealed; its gradual

: . s
disintegration became inevitable. Edward reuz?® and christian

47

Jorimann were among the first to leave. It is interesting,

nevertheless, to note that by the 1930s a few Swiss guides

continued to occupy some of the chalets at Edelweiss:

In 1933 when the writer spent several days under
Christian's roof, of the six ﬁouses on the steep
hiliside only four were occupied.. The top left-
hand house was occupied by Rudolph /Aemmer / while P
the top right-hand one was occupﬂQd by Walter Feuz.... .
The lower left-hand house was Ernest's the centre
one was Christian's, and the other two on the right
were empty. The inscription on the %oors was
'Lebe Wohl', meaning 'farewell‘,...4

Edelweiss failed as a group setflement because it was
designed;primarily'as a tourist attraction but it lacked the
planning an? resoGrces necessary to make it a viable project ;
in that competitive domain.. 5Secondly, the resorts of the 1
Canadian Rockies were ndf”develope@ as in Switzerland where ) :é\w
i

)

the guides occupied their winter hours leading ski-tours in

46Edward Feuz Jr. moved toGolden in 1915.
L] . .

47After the field Station closed in 1917 or i918,
Jorimann claimed a homestead inM oberly.

48"The Story of the Swiss G uides in Caﬁada," p. 190,
see n. 9.
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‘and around’ the various resorts. Consequently, winter employ-
ment had to be found elsewhere than in_Edelweisé for the

guides. When no satisfactory,ehploYment-could be offered, the

gﬁides cadld only conclude that the project had failed. In a
Zrepared in the 1950s

'Preliminaxy. survey re® ountain G uides’
for the National Parks Branch, the report acknowledged .the

failure of the Edelweiss experiment.

The experiment commenced by the C.B.R. in 1912 in
bringing out from Switzerland twelve experienced
- mountain guides with their families to settle at
Edelweiss near G olden can now be considered unsuccess-
ful. The climbing season in Canada is short, and
the demand for mountain guides has been.insufficient
to provide adequate income for the support -of these
.guides and their families. To help meet this problem,
the C.P.R. has hired these guides in winter to shovel
snow off the roofs of some of their hotel installa-
tions and to perform other caretaking duties. The
lack of economic’ security over the years is the
chief reason why none of the sons of these gu1des
have followed up this profe551on.49

The failure of this romantic experiment did_little to brighten

the picture of Canada as an attractive land of adoption for

prospective Swiss emigrants.

3. -

49public Archives of Canada, & 84, Volume 293, file 13-19,
Prellmlnary Survey reM ountain 3 uides.
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Cgnclusion:

Historically and politically, Switzerland has remained‘
rather isolated from the European community particularly

after the Congress of Vienna in 1815. This, ﬁowever, did not

"shield the Republic from the economic trends that swept through

the Continent. ©Periods of recession, the rise and accohpanying
ills of industrialism, the growth; of the cities, the poverty

on the farms and-the subsequent disruption of agrarian life

respected no man-made boundaries and had, in fact, a resounding

impact on the Swiss way of life. 1In addition, religious
turbulence was part and parcel of Swiss history and an almost
1ncessant €onfrontation endured between the Catholic an\
Protestant parties. Taken together, these factors played a
significant role in determining the patterns of Swiss emigration
to Canada between 1870 and 193%. We see, for example, reports
from Canadian égents and agencies in Switzerland in the early
1870s, 18965 and again in the 1920s describing a climate of
religious and industria; unrest. _ .
Secondly, Switzerland was no&;gécorded much iﬁportancé
nor was it assigned a very significant attention in evolving
Canadian immigration 'policy'. Although’thg Republic was

considered a 'preferential' country from which to select

T g Mot AL AN
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immigrants, off1c1als in Canada anticipated little’ success
in this field. Switzerland was a small’ country with a
relatlvely small populatlon which did not enjoy a reputation
for large emigration movements'. Furthermore, Swiss emigrants
had previously. demonstrated a tendencf to prefer,thé more
* affable climates of South.America-and the soﬁthern United’
‘States. In such an atmosphere the Canadian government was

- Not:prepared to make a substantial investment to attract

Swiss settlers.

v

Finally, until,fhe Canadian Pacific Railway was
built west of Winnipeg, the North West Territories were
almost inaccessible to a large number bf settlers{ It was
not until the 1890s that serious efforts were considered by
Swiss emlgrants to settle in Western Canada.

‘ I

Canadian 1mmlgratlon efforts in Sw1tzerland were
directed by a succession- of’"spe01a1“ aqents commissioned by
the Oominion. Why did their efforts not meeﬁ’with better
resuits? These agénts were‘subject to exterqal "forces"
which they could .only partly control. . Ejré;ly. the agents
that entered .Switzerland considered that country onl? one of
several areas which they should "explore". Barnard and

Provencher, for example, visited France, Belgium, Alsace

ket e i
7 asined - S
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Lorraine and G ermany in addiﬁion to Switzerlehd, while
Elise Von Koerber concentrated her efforts with equal vigour
on the southern kingdoms of(;ermany. .Under such c1rcum;%ances,

1t became 1mp0351ble for an agent, to "cultlvate" an emlgratlon

’_,_,-

bu51ness in a country so small and yet s0 complex as Sw1tzer—

1and Evenﬁdadame Von Koerber who, by 1880, had @eyeloped a

, considerable "rapport" in Switzerland freq cohfeesed
Furthermore, the agente entered Switze;land'at

inopportune time; it is ciearly'reflecﬁed in theudocumentation

‘ : P

~that emigration agents frem abroéd_enjoyed~a poor reputation
and} indeed, the'enﬁire emigration business was viewed with a
varying degreé of sﬁspicign. This enoouraged the Swiss
government to‘impose'stringent restrictions on all emigration
egents'and agencies. Although those controls were not enacted
until 1880, the atmosphere was from the outset such that s
only established bu51nesses could manoeuvre successfully 1n‘
government circles.

Lastly, Canadlan agents had to confront a well organized

competltlon from Amerlcan land EgeﬁFs who successfully

lSee for example, Public Archffes of Canada, B 17,
Volume 222 (no file number). ‘ '
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characterlzed Western Canada as a 1and of ice and snow for
€ight months of the year and teemlng ‘with black flies, vorac;ous

grasshoppers and tomahawk-swinging bandlts for whe balance.

- 1 -

These American land companies had been operatlng in Switzerland

‘at 1east 51nce the 18405 and were well acquainted with the

e

ways to success. Money was “not lacking and hugewland and'**'

-rallway agenczes in the Unlted States supplied an abundance

of attractive ylterature and slide shows. On the other hand,

the bland pamphlets that the commlss1oned Canadlan agents had

to offer promlsed llttle. N
The labours of the Canadian agents, however, managed

to bear some results. Important Swiss pollt1c1aﬁs were made

aware of the more reallstlc Canadlan condltlons and sufficient
Y -

propaganda managed to filter through tHe medla to encourage

the Joos settlement scheme and the arrival of Jacob Haeswirth

the first Swiss delegate to Western Canada.
This 'policy' of employing "special" agents in-

Switzerland ended in the early 1880s.when Sir Charles Tupper

1™

became High Commissioner in London, England. In their place,

_booklng agents becaie the ChlEf means of recrq@tlng emlgrants.

4

Two "Houses" took. the spotllght in Switzerland-#'essrs.

Zwilchenbart and M essrs. Rommel. It is presumed, b not...
y :

- .

incontrovertably proven;-that both these firms were associated

in some manner with the North Atlantic Trading Company whjich

Lt

-
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operated in Europe ‘from 1899 to 1906. Both played a. sxgnlflcant
part in. the development cf Sw1ss emlgratlon "schemes“ andk
"ventures” to Canada but both were fickle in their commilkment
to Canadian irterests. Although.the Zwilchenbart firm mafin-

‘tained a good business felatiohship'withniadame Von Koerber

in the early 18705, for example, by 1880 the arrangement had

- )

soured conslderably. The same can be-sald of the situation
‘//that ex1sted between Korgann and the House of Rommel. This ’;

was the gfeatestxweaine s sand the greatest strength of the

booking firms. The number of emigrants they were able to

)
process was directly related to their- proflts and\Canada

'

simply dld not represent a 51zeable 1u¢rat1ve\\irket
¢ «=' These bookrng companles, howQ?er, offered one advantage
that the "special” i?ents could hot; they were well establiehed

- and could maintain permanent offices ‘in the prominent 01t1es
of Switzerland such as Basle, Zurlch,;éenhe and Laus\nne. This
had a spec1al 51gn1f1cance in Switzerland where emigration laws -
werefgtglctly enforceg, where forelgners were often considered,
untrustwofthy and where impoftant government~co;tacts {(a basic
ingregient in successfui emigration work-in the Republic) were
only obtained after-negotiation; over *a long period'of time.

Economlc cmgcumstances in Sw1tzerland after World War I

encouraged the SWlss governmeht to reconsider its p051t10n on

'
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. « agents in Sw1t£§rland, partlcularly Von Koé&ber, contlnually '2;: .i-
l

. organlzatlons and even, thougﬁ,more dlscreetly, go ernment

. ' . . - .;_]:'73_

. . ¥
LY .

-emigration matters. The Federal Emlgratloq Bureau. which . | o

"had been formed at the turn of the century as a branch of

g
the Department of. the’ Interlor, became a ‘key actor in the -

T
|
1n1t1a1 stages of'state:alded emlgratlon. it is 1mp0531ble 'Y
i
to over—emphas:ze the 1mportance of thls.0fflce in relatlon |

to the- flow of emlgrants\towards Western Canada. Early
v

stressed the necessmty of\hav1ng OfflClal Sw1ss government

proval for settlement “schemes" in order to- assure a
ap

..
- LY

measurable degree of success. Prev1ously, thlS approval"

had been notably elu51ve and the Swiss government maintained a ]

nonecommltal approach serlously hindering all Canadlan efforts o

in Switzerland. The presence of the Bureau nﬁi greatly

increased the prospects for successful recruiting as evidenced

by .the marked prggfégg”ﬁéée,by Charles de Gallier, Beck and

Ammeter. ‘ 7

’

The Bureau, however, appeared unable 0T unw1lllng to
L3

control 1nterna1 forces whlch were dedlcated to sendlng less -

de51rablewem1grants to- Canada——the destltute, the 1nsane, and

+
-~ -

the crlmlnal elements. Colonlzatlon assoc1at10ns concerned

w1th__}1s category of emlgrants,operated throughout the- Swlss

Republlc and at times reoelved support from chafitl s, pollce v

- L
y . R !
-



authorltles at’ both the communal .and federal levelso The
v .

Sw1ss Colonlzatlon Assoc1atlon was a manlfestatlon of such -

;

state-aided” emlgratlon.
s IX
The bloc settlement of Swiss 1mm1grants in Western‘n
¢_~Canada had: been the pr1nc1pa1 1ntentlon of Joos,tdeyer, _.;
Haqsw1rth and Flscher. ‘The theoxy behind bIoc"settlement'wae
: convincing enough Such a.settlement provided not only security

# 4
and mutual aid through numbers but "in addition, 1t generated

r

‘r_ua\,d_mw_o__.

self confldence and a desire to "make it" in the adopted

country, Once this core had been established, it was hoped

that througn word of mouth and personal correspondence exchanged‘\»
with relatives in the homeland, the communlty_would gradually
expand. 1In theory, the Swiss government acoepted this concept

but in practice, dld very little to encourage.the formatlon of

such a settlement in Western Canada.

"The fact 'that the Swiss government did not support the

. .
D N
v

Joos orﬂdeyer-Hauswirtn projects was only one factor which
prevented their successful culmination. " The proposal as

'presented,by Dr.,Joos was in itself more destructive. Its

ridiculously unrealistic approaoh was 'highlighted by his

'master' Plan too neatly divided. into 40 acre and 1000 aére

~plots. Joos'®™colleagues in Switzerlpnd recognized the,
» ) . -
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hproject's weaknesses and wasted:'little effdrt supperting it.
v
The!deyer-Hauswlrth prOJect was more complex and appeared to
be more solldly—founded The 1nterference of several factors,

L
partlcularly that of am ambitious agency, however, sucdess—

* n
fully ambushed-the projecta The éoingidental;butbreak of . - .
the M &tis uprising in the Northwest did little to assist .
M eyer and Hauswirth in their efforts. It is interesting to

‘ note thatﬂfeyer was qulte w1111ng to take advantage of evgn

" that event. Theﬁdanltoba Daily Free Press.reported that he
"is making arrangement for forming.a Swiss cempany for the
Northwest."2

| Although the Joos and! eyer settlements never did'

materialize, their schemes reflected some of the cencerns of the .
emigrating Swiss population. -Settlement‘in the prairies of

M anitoba and the Northwest Territories, fon‘example, was
eonsidered too hazaFdous.a task for the individual Swiss
emigrant. Blocﬂsettlement was mucn more appealing if only to
prov1de a sense of security and solidarity or -to abate the
emigrants' fears and premonltlons -about the Canadlan Northwest.

Secondly, 1t appears there existed a ba51c distrust of railways,

~and.government bureaucracy complemented by an instinctive
\ . r '

>

%4anitoba Daily Free Press; Tueeday;14ay 12, 1885.
. - N {f‘
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fear of haviné to depénq 6n any one faculty'fér survival.
This is accéﬁtuated in theﬂﬁeygr préject-where a self-sustaining
industry, a guaranteed'accéss to market by'rail and water as
well as guaraﬁteed freight rates on a long-term engagement
were at the hub'of_the'entire proposal.
The Iﬂve;mere project initiated.ﬁ§ Walter Ifscherv
enjoyed terﬁs which would have been thé envy of both Joos
qandzdeyer. The project, for example-repeived official approval
from the Swiss Emidfaéion Burgaﬁ and, in this manner used the |
Bureau's offizés for recruiting emigrants. -In Canada,
, Fischer had the support of the é.P.R. and received a conéi—
ftﬁE;Eable land grant from the Columbia Irrigated EruEEpLands
Company. The settlement did’th succeed primarily because
irrigation work necessary to rénder the land arable was toé
gxpensi%e:an investment for the Swiss immigrantsf
SJr“Ehe village of-Edelweiss constructed by the C.P.R. to
. house thg Swisé.gu;des was, from th% outset, purely a romantic
advenfﬁreJnot des#ihed to succeed. Poorly construéted and
-poorly situated at 'the crest of steep tiresome inclines,, the
éhalets posed more of a burden than an asset .and ;t was not
e long before the érincipal guides chose the village oft;olden
as their permanent home. Irregular Qinter employment reflécted
- against a backdrop of spirallfhg inflation ané expenses

%

précipitated the decline.

£ s b oAk 2
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:Notre:Dame de Lourdes and Stettler were nst the 3nlA
areas of Swiss seztlement in Western Canada. -H:s;ital records,
far instance,-indicate that Swiss‘immigrnnts'settled thriugh-

osut the four pravinces from small towns such as Fannysfell&

(Manitoba) to the urban mefr:palises-af Calgary and Vanciuver,

_ More sften than not the decisisin-t» locuate in a certain regisn

wag based on liguistic considerations: In this fashioin,

German-speaking Swiss preferred to settle in an area where there

yas a concentratiin >f German-speaking families and the same
. Ak .

rule applied”to French-speaking Swiss.”? Assimilation “into the
"Canadian m21d" became very rapid and this makes 1t e90601ally
dlfflcult t2 1dent1fy th€ Swiss as a dMstinct ethnic gr)up in

Western Canadae. . : v .

It is equally difficuli ts distincuish the '‘type' of
immigrant-that‘came ts Canaca. - There is simeewidence W'lCh
suggests that mast were of the agricultural classljr were

familiar with related 1ndustrles such as cheese naklng</ Others
T

had wirked in thé more tradltlnnal 3ccuoat13ns such as watchmaklng.

During peri»ds 3f-rece5313n the 1mm1grants tended mo come from tﬁe
.éities and reflected a less ®desirabdle" class. Communal and '

cantanal authorities, in some’cases, were the driving force

benind %hese emigratisn mavements.“

.
3Offlclal g)verqment pamphlets dlstrlbuted in Europe-

- L

- encauraged this integratison. See fsr exampsle, Canadai Le Guide

du Colon Francais, Belge et Sulsse, Ottawas 1896,

& ﬂagnltude 5f cantonal invslvement
3 Shelbert, "On Becomifig an Emigrant:

-‘ 4o gee anexamale of
in emigration matters, see’;

Perspectives .in American Bdtory, Val. VII {1973), ‘pp. 484-486,

-

Ath-" and Nineteenth- Cen{ury Sw%qs Data,".
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Apﬁend' _ | Q' ' !

N all settlement projects were unsuccessful. The
settlemept\\of Stettler (Alberta) and Notre Dame de Lourdes
cdanitobe) provmde a pleasant contrast. . In 1903, Carl ’
Stettler "a pioneer and aurebeld, fourided the Swiss colony
of Blnmenau located two .and half mlles east of the present
day Stettler.! Before establishing himself at‘Blumenen,
Carl Stettler had received assurances from the,C.P.R..that
they would be building a line through his village.

Unfortunately for Carl Stettler, his colony was

' located about two miles east of the spot where
the arbitrary eifit-mile-between-town limits
fell. sStarting from Lacombe on, the rail right-
of-way, townsites were spotted at each eight

mile post and the present town of Stettler was
founded in 1905 among sloughs of lakes and

willow groves at the foot of the prairie bench. . .2

Carl Stettler moved the Blumenau post office to the

new site and not long thereafter bUllt the National Hétel.
" .

In 1909 he left Stettler and .settled in nearby Castor.3
Although a few Swiss emlgrated w1th him in 1903 most of the

settlers that came to the Swiss settlement came onm Wzscon51n

4 y L
- and the state of-Washlngton. . .l o

.
- .

L‘1enbow-AlberF’§I‘"‘stltuteS
of Stettler, 190§ -1919 by Wm. F. Wuest,March 1963, p. 1. . .
: Ibld., pP. 2. The author of the document makes reference

to the town of Mayville which he states was the 1ntended name
for th town presently known as Stettler.‘

Some sources indicate that Carl Stettler left his town *_

in 1908 instead of 19009.

L : -
. Recollections of StettlerL,J905~191a, see n. 3.

BV
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D971238, W 959, Recollectlons ~
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The little town lies on the edge of A}berta's .
park country, just off the bald prairie yet hardly
within the zone of abundant natural tree growth. N
It was, when it started out, a typical prairie

. town, flat and cheerlgss and uninviting. There
was a wide, dusty main street, with a huddle of
frame buildings, and a few streets branching off
where the residents made some attempts to beautify

Pt

their immediate surroundings. G

The parish of Notre Dame de Lourdes was established in

5i1891 by Dom Paul Benoit, 'a priest from the French Jura who

had jeined the Chanoines Réguliers de 1'Immaculée Conception
(CR;C) founded by Dom G réa. _The actual location of the

parish had been chosen by gr Taché as part of a carefully

~engineered plan to consolidate the position of the Catholic

i

.population in the fdce of a growing non—CétholicAimmigratfon

Y, : .
_infh;the'prqvinqe of M anitoba du$ing'£he 1870s and early

o

18éQs; Benoit had long admired Canada for its beauty and

especially for itg religious freedom. He considered the

counté& a good home for Ca;hblics and dieaﬁed'of one da&

- h}
establishing a parish there. He wrote, .

Voici un probléme gqui se pose pour ma population de
la campagne dans le Jura et dans.plusieurs. cantons
voisins de la Suisse, sp&cialement le catholique
© - canton de Fribourg.’” Il y a une grande émigration
des habitants de la campagne vers les villes: de
- 138 les plus funestres effets pour les Ames et pour
+ les corps.... ‘Il me semble depuis longtemps qu'il
faudrait diriger 1'exc&dant de notre population vers

Coe
-

[ .
. The Calgary Daily Herald, fonday, June, 24, 1929, p. 5.

.r
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"Barthaut, Vice-deacon, and Félix Bugnon, lay brother. Donatien

\ ~=- 180 - B ' L.
le Canadaq\qgr nos montagnards sont accoutumé&s .aun
h

froid, ils bitent un pays stérile auprés duquel -
le Canada sera une terre-promise. Notre Jura et !

un grand nombre de villages en Canada, mais le
point difficjle, tout i fait pratigue et dont
1'exécution me semble tras utile esg de diriger
les premiers colons vers le Canada.

- notre Suisse francaise, .pourra®nt aussi ‘6tablir éf'

Encouraged by Taché, Dom Benolit visited Canada in thehv
Qumher of 1890 to examine possible qrgés for the eséabiishment
of a-parish. By August he had reached;é decision. "J'ai .
assez vu paur m'arréter 3 un parti: je choiéiﬁyNotrefname~

de—Lourdés:si votfe G randeur /Mgr Tach&7 1'approuve."’

Benoit returned to France and prepared for the journey ahead.

All arrangements were finalized by the end of March and on
April 16, 1891,_Dom Benoit accompanied by three companions8

and forty immigrants left for Manitoba.

By the middle of August, 1891, the parish had taken on
/ -

a permanent nature and Mgr Taché& gave the town official

recognition,

N

\

Bhrchives de l1l'Archevéché de Saint—Bonifacg- Extrait d'une
lettre de M. 1'abb& Benoit de St. Claude, Jura ﬂ?ancg, n. d.,
copy on microfilm in the Deschitelets Archives.

R ?Péke Champagne, CRIC, Len&anitdba & vol d'oiseau, Notre-
Dame-de-Lourdes, M an., Causeries 3 CKSB sur les paroisses. .
duMan., 2e causerie: Origines, p. 3, courtesy of the author.

B SN S PR T

His companions were Agnece Patel, priest, Placide

Frémont, Les Frangais dans 1'Ouest Canadien, Winniped:'
Canadian Publishexrs, ]959. o o

ey
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. Mgr Taché jugea que le tenps Etuit venu de d:qqer
al* J€euyre un caractére permunent et le 15 asUt 1891,
en la fete de 1° aqsamptlon de 1z Sainte Vierge, il
signa le décret qui €rigeait la “Paroisse Catholique
. , de Natrs-Dame-de-Laurdes" et qui nommait Dom Paul
: "BensTt curé de 1a dite parsisse. Ce décret, d° apres
’ une 1ais du Manitoba du 22 juillet 1874, donnait en
meme temos 4 1y parsisse son statut legal9

New arrivals continued 't come t> Notre Dame de Lourdes
an a yearly basis between 1891 anc 1895. By 1894, there were

7B Swiss settled in the parish.lo

-

v ) . . !

9 ‘Pére Champagne, CRIC, Le Manitoba a vyl d'siseau, Notre-
Dame-de-lourdes, Man., Causeries a CKSB sur les parslsses du
Man., 3¢ causerie: Fondatioim et nremlers développements, pp. 1-2,
courtesy of the author. s Yine

les Frangais dans 1°'0uest Canadien, see ni. 10, p. 47.
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