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a self-concept.!” Allport finds that most people have a strong need for
personal status,'® that is, to be reccognized as secure and successful and
to have one’s virtues acknowledged. For those who crave status, Stage 2
offers the formula of "class." As Elisha Babad et al. note: "having ‘high
status’ implies that some others must have lower status."'” Out of a need
‘to determine and to defend a particular self-image,'® to enhance their
self-esteem or exploit their c¢lass identity and superiority, adults still
in this stage will define recognizable "out-groups" and assign pedophiles
to a lower class of people. To avoid admitting to themselves that they have
deep feelings of inferiority and to round out their sense of superiority,
they will ceonstruct negative, overgeneralized attitudes and project all
sorts of defects onto members of the lower classes. These social attitudes,
Allport, Babad et al. define as prejudice.”  Those minorities which
attract strong hostilities, Allport terms rscapegoats."'?® These
psychological processes will serve as a major guide in their wa'- of life,
as justification of the hostility toward other groups and of the practice
of discrimination.

Most will be unable to recognize their prejudices and will deny that
they are prejudiced. Denial keeps unwelcome issues repressed. Moreover,
in Allport’s view: "To admit prejudice is to accuse cneself of being both
irrational and unethical."'” No one wants tc be at odds with the image one

has created of oneself. From the viewpoint of Babad et al., scapegoating

Ygherif and Sherif, "Individual’s Categories," 113.
BAllport, Wature of Prejudice, 303-307.

“glisgha Y. Babad, Max Birnbaum, and Kenneth D. Benne, The Social Self:

Group Influences on Perscnal Identity (Beverly Hills, CA: Sage Pub., Inc.,
1983), 101.

Pgatz, "Functional Approach to Attitudes," 172,
ZRpabad, Birnbaum, and Benne, Social Self, 91.
Zpl11port, Nature of Prejudice, 236.

Ballport, Nature of Prejudice, 317.
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generally emerges when groups are unable to cope effectively with their
problems and when a distinct target for scapegoating is available. The
object of the scapegoating is projected as the source of a particular
problem and blamed for it. Scapegoating allows the group to feel cleansed
and righteous and enables it to preserve its advantageous position
effectively.™

In a clinical setting, working out of a utilitarian attempt to attain
recogricion, the imperial carxegiver will likely use the pedophilic group of
patients for his own purposes or instrumental self-benefit, namely, as self-
aggrandizement, financial gain or other rewards. Pedophiles in such care
merely constitute a ready-made group of experimental subjects for drug or
therapy trials or as a source for obtaining more psychological and/oxr
biological data. Given the perks and benefits of drug testing and the flood
of publishing on the subject of child sexual abuse and pedophilia in
particular, it seems to me, that many health care professionals could be
motivated by these considerations. That many practitioners in the field of
child sexual abuse do work out of these needs was certainly the claim of
Mayer as I noted in chapter two.'” In general, with respect to the ingtru-
mental or utilitarian function of attitudes, favourable attitudes will be
cultivated toward objects which are associated with the satisfaction of the
individual’s needs while unfavourable attitudes will be built toward objects
which thwart that individual. Alternatively, the caregiver may argue for
punishment for pedophiles based on what he perceives will give the greatest
pleasure to the greatest number of persons.

Similarly, in accord with the ego-defensive function a caregiver may
obliterate the reality of pedophilia by avoiding the pedophile in her care.

Such was the case of the student nurse which I mentioned in chapter two.'”

%pabad, Birnbaum, and Benne, Social Seif, 103,
Wchap. 2:67

%chap., 2:58
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She avoided her pedophilic patient throughout an entire shift devoting her
time instead to a patient who was depressed. Through the ego-defensive
mechanism of complete avoidance she was able to reduce her anxieties created
by such prcoblems as pedophilia; to avoid facing the inner reality of the
kind of person she is; and to obliterate through withdrawal the reality of

pedephilia which confronted her.

4.4 The Interpexsonal Self

During the teen years, the adolescent begins to emerge from embedded-
ness in needs into an interpersonal order of consciousness. This habit of
mind establishes the individual as a citizen, a participating member of a
community.'? The adolescent ig capable of constructing values and ideals
as well as of orienting to the well-being of a human relationship.'®
Nevertheless, the person, though capable of socialization, is subject to
socialization, vulnerable to romanticizing "the community" and incapable of
eritically reflecting on that into which the person is being socialized.
In develcocpmental-constructivist terms, society is now a part of the
individual. A person of the third order of mind internalizes and identifies
with the values and beliefs of her social "surround" as these are imparted
by family, peers, religion, demographic regions, or social position.'® The
third order of conscicusness is the traditicnalist mind that is uncritically
and unknowingly faithful to external sources of ideas, namely, the family
rules, wvalues, religion, beliefs, myths, ideals, prejudices, fears and
demons . '¥®

As yet having no self to share with another, the young person is'

incapable of intimacy. Lacking self-esteem, the Stage 3 person is very

WKegan, Over Our Heads, 126, 288-289.
PKegan, Over Our Heads, 77.
P¥regan, Over Our Heads, 76.

Wregan, Over Our Heads, 104-105, 110, 267.
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pliable; finds it difficult to own and to express anger due to fear of
disrupting a relationship;'! needs to learn genuine assertiveness; and
wants to be liked by other people. Altruism is ultimate: an "other" is
always implicated in the emotion or action. The essential question is: Do
you still like me?™ The person requires confirmation by the other's expec-
tations, satisfactions, influences, approval, and affection in order to feel
complete.™ Meaning stems from how one is seen by others. Unable to
establish one’s own authority within oneself, one seeks to fuse with the
authority of another.'® The gelf resides within the interpersonal
relationship and conflicts are located externally between cneself and the
other. COriented to nurturance and affiliation, the interpersonal individual
ié now capable of mutuality, reciprocal obligation, empathy, and of
internally coordinating different points of view and needs-pexrspectives.'®

While arguing that individual gituations should be taken into account,
the Stage 3 person still defends the integrity of social laws.'® Clearly,
this individual is caught between two ways of meaning-making. From
Kohlberg’s perspective, at this stage of Interpersonal Concordance Morality,
the person operates out cf a conventional way of thinking. What is fight
is determined by the expectations of those close to the individual or by
what pecple generally expect of persons in a particular role. The content
of attitudes is ascertained by the individual’s structure of reasoning and

by the values, norms and roles of her culture.” Justice is a matter of

Mlxegan, Noam, and Rogers, "Psychologic of Emotion" 113.

Mgegan, Evolving Self, 96-97.

WKegan, Evolwving Self, 100, 192, 197, 201.
¥pegan, Evolving Self, 202.
Wregan, Evolving Self, 95, 99, 211; idem, Over Qur Heads, 258.

Kegan, Evolving Self, 194-195,

¥gohlberg, Philogophy of Moral Development, 272-273. For a discussion
of the role of wvalues in attitude formation see: Babad, EBirnbaum, and
Benne, Social Self, 40-234.
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golden-rule-balancing of perspectives, of doing unto others what one would

have done by others.'™

Reciprocity goes beyond Stage 2 concrete notions
of equal exchange in that it is subject to negation or affirmation in
relation to social expectations or conventional standards. Laws are neces-
sary and represent a desire to limit any deviation which would constitute
a threat to the social order. All points of view are taken into account and
exceptions can be made in light of extenuating circumstances.” Punisghment

ig aimed at rehabilitation rather than prevention of recidivism. An ongoing

vendetta is viewed as a threat to society and condemned.!'®

Interpersonal Adult Morality?

From studies whose samples represent a range of socioeconomic classes,
Kegan found that one-half to two-thirds of the adult American population is
engaging in meaning-making less complex than the fourth order of consciocus-

nesg .\

In separate studies of nearly five hundred professicnals, one
group of whom were nurses, Kegan discovered that the most frequent {(58%)
consciousness gtance was commensurate with one between the third and fourth
order.'¥

Therefore, let us consider the empirical data on attitudes from a
third-order constructive-develepmental perspective. Subject to internali-
zing the myths of one’s life "gurround," the interpersonal caregiver will
be caught up in such societally shared constructions as the myth that only

men gexually abuse children. This pagsionate assumption will be taken as

true, the caregiver being unaware that such a "truth" is not the truth, but

®gohlberyg, Psychology of Moral Development, 628-631,

¥rohlberg, Philosophy of Moral Development, 258.

gohlberg, Philosophy of Moral Development, 267.

Yigegan, Over Our Heads, 1391, 196.

Yl¥egan, Over Qur Heads, 1946-197.
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« truth among many.'*® Unable to question or to weigh the validity of these
"storieg," to see critically through to the truncated or assumptive aspect
of these myths, this individual iz unconsciocusly subject to a dogma.
Moreover, ever striving to gain others’ approval, the Interpersonal Self
runs the risk of ignoring and sacrificing integrity for the sake of popular-
ity. What the professional at this order lacks is the ability to be
asgertive and to c¢laim her oﬁn space.
Furthermore, as I noted in chapter one,'® Freud, Karpman and Havelock
Ellis observed that manifestations of sexual perversions such as pedophilia
were seldom lacking in the sc called ‘normal’ individual. Infants and young
children can elicit a strong emoticnal response from adults. There is a
desire to pick them up, hold and cuddle them. As therapist Shirley Luthman
notes, it is not uncommon for fathers to experience sexual feelings towards
even a vexy young daughter.'" why? Luthman explains that it is difficult
for one to separate human warmth and tenderness from one’s sexuality.
Imagine the significance of such an experience for a professional who is
embedded in the interpersonal level of consciocusness. "Here I have been
living a life worthy of the approval and affection of others. I have also
been what they expect me to be, hence, they think well of me. Suddenly, I
now become aware of something within me which will render me unacceptable
and dissatisfying to all these other people. What will others think?" This
dark part of the individual is seen as an alien--an enemy. His or her life
becomes chaos.
With the proper support from one’s culture of embeddedness, this kind
of experience of wulnerability can become one of growth. If the in-

dividual’s enviromment can confirm {1} that these feelings are normal; (2)

Kaegan, Over Our Heads, 86.

Mchap, 1:37

¥shirley Gehrke Luthman, Intimacy: The Esgence of Male and Female (Los
Angeles: Nash, 1972), 28-29,
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that they reveal sengitivity and connectedness between one’s sexuality and
the capacity to feel warmth and tenderness; and (3) that one can take charge
of and be responsible for one’s own feelings and behavicur, then this
caregiver will likely be better equipped to help the patient to come to
cerms with the reality of a pedophilic sexual expression. The caregiver
will be gensitized to the angst of the pedophilic client and will be able
to empathize when the pedophile discloses: "When I see a young boy I get
aroused, I can’t stop these sexual desires." The caregiver will be able
to drop back to iecognize that part of the problem is lack of control but
thig can be helped through treatment.

On the other hand, how devastating for the professional can be the
impact of a lack of the support recessary for a person to grow. Fear of
one’s own pednphilic responses can be alleviated by condemning those of
others, partizularly out-groups such as pedophiles. Repression of one’s own
private sexual stirrings towards children makes one violent in one’s spurn-
ing of pedophiles and more strongly committed to one‘s prejudicial
attitudes. From Katz’ and Sarnoff’'s perspective, the individial avoids
facing this inner reality wvia the ego-defensive function of these atti-
tudes.'® Thus, the caregiver is saved from complete digasgter by projecting
feelings of sexual arousal and associated guilt feelings onto some available
minority. Through attitudes of superiority, denunciation of that minority,
and proclamaticn of one’s own goodness, purity, and concern for society’s
welfare, one’'s self-image can be restored. Altemeyer'” f£finds that his
peycholegy students view child sex molesters as low status, relatively
worthless criminals. He also obeerves that expression of aggression toward
molesters was a source of persconal satisfaction for the students. Thus,

thig research reveals a correlation for caregivers between embeddedness in

Mgatz, "Functional Approach to Attitudes," 172; Sarnoff, "Psychoana-
lytie Theory and Social Attitudes," 267, 273; Robert Athanasiou, "A Review
of Public Attitudes on Sexual Issues," in Contemperary Sexual Behavior, 366.

“chap. 2:72
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the culture of tradition and psychosocial surround as reflected in Inter-
personal criteria for Kegan’s cognitive-developmental framework on the one
hand, and criminal views of pedophilia with punitive, condemnatory attitudes
on the other. Caregivers will simply turn to Western society’s tradition
of punishing child sex abusers and ask: Why change?

As mentioned by Barnard, Fuller, Robbins, and Shaw and as noted in
chapter two,'™ it is apparent that therapisés, generally, are unable to
empathize with child sex abusers. In my survey of the literature concerning
attitudes of professional caregivers, of the. few clinicians able to show
empathy, Fred Berlin stands out as exceptionai} Berlin is able to hear and
to enter into the tortured and conflicted feélings of the pedophile whose
following testimony Berlin citeg in several ppblicationsz

What starts a person like myself doing ﬁhat I do? Why me? Why can’t

I be normal like everybody else? You |[know, did God put this as a

punishment or something towards me? I ashamed. Why can't I just

go out and have a good time with girls? I feel empty when a female
ig presgent. An older ‘gay’ person would turn me off. I have thought
about suicide. I think after thig long period of time, I have
actually seen where I have an illness. It is getting uncontrollable
to the poini where I can’t put up with it anymore. It is a sickness.
I know it’'s a sickness. But as far as society is concerned you are

a criminal and should be punished. Even if I go to jail for twelve

or fifteen years, or whatever, I am still going to be the same when
I get out.™

Whew a client speaks about how he constructs the world, what the practi-
tioner actually hears will depend upon whether or not the caregiver can make
personal sense of what the client is actually saying. Thise is why Kegan
maintains that the filters, lenses and senses which we use in listening need

regular inspection. The filters, etc. represent both a constraint and a

mastery.'®

“ohap. 2:62

WRerlin and Krout, "Diagnostic Concepts, Treatment, and Ethical
Congiderations," 15; Berlin, "Biomedical Perspective and Biomedical
Treatment," 85. See also Feierman, "Biosccial Overview," 58; Cox,

"Caregiver’'s Dilemma," 79-84.

®Kegen, Evolving Self, 3.
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Moreover, inability to experience empathy is common among pedcophiles.
Gillies et al. at Toronto’s Clarke Institute of Psychiatry, believe that
eliciting empathy for the victim is the key to genuine psycholeogical change

in pedopiles.'™ As noted in chapter one,®

group work to encourage
empathy toward the victim is a significant part of many, if not most,
relapgse preventicn programs. Group sessiong involve sharing personal
accounts of victimization and detailed disclosure of pedephilic acts. Such
disclosure requires a marked degree of empathy among staff facilitators.
If as a result of a lack of empathy on the part of caregivers, participants
do not feel fully understood they will be unable to become engaged with the
group process and will fail to take the perspective of others, especially
that of their victims.

Empathy, however, can be biased. Developmental psychologist Martin
Hoffman defines empathy "not as an exact match of another's feelings, but
as an affective response that is more appropriate to the other's gituation
than to one’s own.""” He presents empathy as a significant motive base fox

moral, prosocial activism.'®

He furthcw argues that empathy contributes
to 2n individual being receptive to moral reasoning and to such ethical
principles as those of caring and distributive justice.'® Hoffman notes

that one can be more empathic to victims who are known and like oneself than

Y@illies, Hashmall, Hilton, and Webster, "Relapse Prevention in
Pedophiles, " 203.

“lehap, 1:42

“‘Martin L. Hoffman, "The Contribution of Empathy to Justice and Moral
Judgment," in Empathy and Tts Development, ed. Nancy Eisenberg and Janet
Strayer (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987; Paperback, 1990), 53.

SMartin L. Hoffman, "Empathy and Prosocial Activism," in Scocial and
Moral Values: Individual and Societal Perspectives, ed. Nancy Eisenberq,
Janusz Reykowski, and Ervin Stauvb (Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates, 1989), 65-85. Some authors point out that a moral aspect of
empathy has not been clearly delineated as a separate component of the
concept of empathy. They call for a critical analysis of empathy and
question its appropriateness for nursing in such settings as acute care:
gee Morse et al., "Exploring Empathy," 273-280.

Hoffman, "Contribution of Empathy,” 60, 64, 66, 71.
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to victims who are unknown or dissimilar.'® Biases lead to guestions about
situations inveolving conflicting moral claims. Both in his writings and in
interviews Berlin serves as an example of one who has recognized and
trangcended such bias. He copenly calls for empathy and articulates well the
situation of meeting dive:se and often conflicting needs as follows:

Surely the needs of those who are victims must also be met. But how
does punisghing an ‘offender’ help his victim? Restitution might make
more sense. And, is punishment in such cases invariably just? .
When such men seek help, understandirngy, empathy and preofeasional
competence is required--not stigmatization or unenlightened scorn.'
Kegan judges empathy tc be crucial at every phase in the lifespan because
it is intrinsic to the process by whick client and therapist develop.'®
Similarly, a Stage 3 level of consciousness and openness to minimizing
punishment in extenuating circumstances is evident in the story of Bill
Bradley, a pedcophile, with which I introduced the subject matter of chapter
two.'” In her sentencing of Bradley, the judge took into account both
Bradley’s state of failing health and the fact that he had not sexually
abused any children for ten years. By contrast, the journalist who tock a
retributive position in her newspaper article about this case exemplified

a lower, preconventional way of thinking and an inability to embrace such

moral principles as equality which underlie our criminal justice system.

goffman, "Contribution of Empathy," 67.

TFred S. Berlin, "Treatment of Pedophilia," The Medical -Moral Newglet-
ter (Baltimore, MD: Ayd Medical Communications, June 1984): 21, no. 6:
21, 24. See also: Berlin and Krout, "Diagnostic Concepts, Treatment, and
Ethical Considerations," 23; Fred 5. Berlin quoted in "The Clinical and
Cancnical Considerations in Cases of Pedophilia: The Bishop’s Role," Jerome
E. Paulson, Studia canonica 22 (19288): 100; Harvey, "Psychological and
Pastoral Reflections," 224-225.

¥Kegan, Evolving Self, wviii.
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4.5 The Ingtitutional Self

As the instituticnal balance emerges during late adolescence or early
adulthood, conflicts become internalized.'® However, while emoctional
conflict is recognized, it is not tolerable. By authoring a self, the
person achieves an identity; the notion of psychological independsnce and
self-gufficiency becomes ultimate, This call to self-authorship and
autonomy is what Kegan terms the claim of modernity.'® The self’s defense
mechanisms are aroused by threats to the experience of autonomy such as
fears of closeness, of boundary loss or of losing one’s control.'®
Feelings arxe more controlled internally, relationships are regulated. The
person is involved in the personal control of wvalue-directed behaviour in
the world: "It’g what I want that not only makes me, but makes me
distinct!" The individual experiences guilt and self-anger by viclating his
own standards, irrespective of another’s expectations. Like other balances,
the Institutional Self is limited. Embedded in autonomy'® and self-nouris-
hment, the institutional balance brings into being the self as a system,
however, the individual experiences a sense of loneliness and dissatisfac-
tion--something is missing!'® People who are in contact with individuals
in this stage feel that the real person is being withheld from them, that
they are being filtered through some system rather than being in direct
contact with the person.'® The Stage 4 self is consumed by the exercises

of achievement and independent accomplishment; the self ie a work role, a

Wregan, Evolving Self, 197, 221-225; Kegan, Noam, and Rogers,
"Pgychologic of Emotion," 114-115,

"Kegan, Over Qur Heads, 105, 236.

®ykegan, Evolving Self, 223.

®gegan, Evolving Self, 222,

¥yeqan, Evolving Self, 223, 225, 240.

“Kegan, Evolving Self, 242,
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career, performances, and duties. The threat of failure looms overhead and
negative performance reports give rise to humiliation and irritability.

The fourth order capacity *o subordinate, regulate and create values
and ideals is evident in the mental making of ideology which is understood
by Kegan as "a system of explanation amounting to a theory of relation-
ships.n'® Ideological participation--a truth for a group or class--is
esgential to the institutiomal balance, embedded as it is in the ideology
of the culture. The calisthenics of ideology render the self an institution
or organization. They provide a political discourse; a qualitative reconst-
ruction of the self and the world; a system of explanation which undergirds
interpersonal relations; a feeling of contrel over the present; a program
for the future; and demarcation lines between groups (forms) of which one
is a member and groups of which one is not a member.!® Perhaps a function
of the ideclogical balance, the emphasis at this stage is on the careful
polarization of one’'s professiocnal and perscnal life. The Stage 4
individual draws sharp distincticns between cbjects, variables and pairs of
opposites such as good and bad. Ultimate loyalty is to the institution-as-
it-ig. The world of work is ideally suited to culturing and encouraging the
institutional balance.'®

A person of the fourth order of mind structures a situation in terms
of formal rights and laws, both religious and civil.'® Protection against
anarchy is paramount! It is in the very process of striving to succeed in
a career that we exploit and even sanction killing others such as pedophiles

in order to obtain our goals. We justifv our actioms by turning pedophiles

gegan, Qver Our Heads, 91, 173.

9Kagan, Evolving Self, 211, 213-214. For further functions of
ideology, ites role in human history and its pathological aspects see:
Babad, Birnbaum, and Benne, Social Self, 235-247; Erikson, Identity and the
Life Cycle, 170.

%gegan, Evolving Self, 243, 245-249.

¥Kegan, Evolving Self, 234, 237.
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into inferior, unworthy heathens who can easily be discarded without great
concern. Kegan’'s institutional balance with its reliance con the group,
standards and convention is analogous to Piaget's formal operational system
and Kchlberg’s conventionality.

According to Kohlberg, for example, the Stage 4 individual takes the
perspective of a member of society and moral judgments are made with respect
to a societywide, legal order or institutionalized, religious laws, beliefs
and practices.'™ The Stage 4 person emphasizes that society must consider
gome righte inviolable. Paradoxically, Babad et al., who have been involved
in human relations training, find that granting special rights to previously
digcriminated minorities actually intensifies prejudice and preexisting

tensioneg within society.!”

In my experience, pedcophilia presents a clear
example of this phenomenon. Pointing out to people that pedophiles also
have rights within our constitution merely provokes aggressive prejudice and
the retort: "Their rights should be taken away!"

Typically in our society, disputes are turned over to the courts. 2An
offender is not regarded as being outside &society'™ and punishment,
generally in the form of a fine or incarceratiocn, is specified by the law.
The aim is to (a) convey society’s outrage at the crime; (b} protect society
by deterrence and removal of the threat to society; and (¢) oblige the
offender to pay a debt to scciety. Exceptions are subordinated to societal
considerations such as law enforcement, protection, smooth functioning of
society, and maintenance of law and order. However, a legal approach is so

absorbed in the battle of rights and the notion of winning or losing, that

it rapidly loses sight of the persons involved. Interegtingly, in his

®gohlberg, Pgycholoay of Moral Development, ©31-633; idem, Philosophy
of Moral Development, 235-236.

7Babad, Birnbaum, and Benne, Social Self, 105-106.

Mrawrence Kohlberg with Donald Elfenbein, "Capital Punishment, Moral
Development, and the Constitution," in Philosophy of Moral Develcpment,
Kohlberg, 267.
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cross-cultural studies Kohlberg found that the underlying structure of a
society’s legal, religious, and ethical systems could be analyzed in moral
stage terms. He noted that a greater degree of evolutionary advancement

corresponded to a higher institutional moral stage.'®

Adult Ingtitutional Morality?

As I noted in chapter two,™ Vafakas’ study of the ethical orienta-
tion of community college counselors in a large Midwestern American state
reveals that counselors function out of an institutional or societal
orientation in their dealings with their clients. In the scocietal
orientation, coungselors are concerned with societal laws, duty and societal
welfare, not the individual. vVvafakas also finds that the greater the years
of counseling experience and the older the counselor, the greater the
tendency of counselors to reflect a punishment and institutional orienta-
tion.

In the United States Finkelhor observes an increase in lobbying for
harsher penalties for child abusers. Altemeyer’s Winnipeg survey of nonstu-
dent adult males and parents of university students shows they advocated
longer Jjail terms and capital punishment for child sex molesters.
Altemeyer’s survey of psychology students reveals a reflection of society:
sentiments of conventionalism and highly punitive attitudes towaxrd child sex
molesters. Similarly, Greenland observes that professionals readily absorb
the prevailing ethos and wvalues of penal institutions. Thig restarch
supports Altemeyer’'s argument that such attitudes are learned through the
process of socialization. It also indicates that a correlation exists for
caregivers between embeddedness in the culture of institutions and their

criminal views and punitive attitudes toward pedophiles.

Mrehlberg, Ehilosophy of Moral Development, 234-237,

Wehap. 2:71
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The Stage 4 caregiver is not, Kegan cavtions, a "cowardly

> The caregiver is not so much controlled by what others

conformist" ."
might think as she "is the others who are thinking"'™--a difficult
situation when it comes to understanding the nature of pedophilia and the
nature of sexual attracticn to children. Societally embedded caregivers are
the society. They bring the full force of society to bear on their
patients. Those who fall outside the caregiver’s ideclogical or social
group are written out of the human race.

Moreover, the writing of Berliner and Barbieri as well as Saunders’
study reflect a merger of two social systems--the criminal justice system
and the social service system. The former perceives child sexual abuse to
be a crime warranting a legalistic response, while the latter wviews it
within a family context, meriting a therapeutic response. Saunders finds
that social workers view child sexual abuse as a serious crime and that
punitive-oriented attitudes correlated to greater perception of crime
severity. Gomes-Schwartz and Horowitz find a correlation between abuse
perpetrated by someone ocutside the family and the agencies response which
was to take criminal action; abuse perpetrated by a parent resulted in
social service agenciesg being contacted. Chesnay and Petro advocate a
legalistic approach, deem prosecution to be a deterrent to child sexual
exploitation, and coneider the rights of victims to be inviolable.

Incapable of reflecting on the fundamental purposes of the self or of
the social organization with which it is identified, the institutional
individual in turn lacks a capacity for self-correction or modification.'”
Unable to envision a wider context in which to root and justify laws, the
institutional balance risks excesses of control. Nevertheless, a strength

of the fourth order of mind is one’s capacity to reflect on rather than be

"Kegan, Evolving Self, 64.
"Kegan, Evolving Self, 64.

TKegan and Lahey, "Adult Leadership," 204.
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driven by feelings which show up in oneself.™ This capacity is an
essential attribute for dealing with issues of transference.

The unstated mission of a health care professional embedded in the
institutional order of consciousness is that of protecting the interests of
those in control and of preserving the social order. The system is judged
more important than even the rights of its individual participants.
Delivery of established programs serve the interests of organizational
gtructures rather than those of pedophiles with needs. Caregivers serve as
reflectors of society and agents of punishment'” rather than as advocates
for compassion and understanding. They see pedophiles as society sees them,
as clients inappropriately in the health care system, having little value,
and unworthy of respect, rather than having value and worthy of respect by
virtue of their human condition. Instead of listening to and accepting the
pedophilic patient as a human being, these professionals merely look for the
problem, monitor patient compliance, and demand evidence of meeting regula-
tions. Desirous of ‘fitting in’, such professionals become part of the
problem rather than of the solution.

Moreover, the social phenomenon of hopelessness with respect to the
problem of pedophilia is also subject to institutionalization, becoming part
cf the very structure and fabric of organizations mandated to provide
services tc the pedophilic portion of the population. In my view, health
care professionals at the institutional order of consciousness contribute
to the sense of institutionalized hepelessness rather than to hope for new
insights, greater regearch, growth, and concern for meeting the needs of all
individual citizens.

Professional practitioners working at the level of institutional
consciousness are concerned about practitioner/patient boundaries and

professional as well as institutional standards. Policies and procedures,

"Kegan, Over Our Heads, 252.

Money, "Diffusion of Sexclogical Knowledge," 253.
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practices and decisions are according to the book--step-by-step. There is
no question that what the pedophile most needs may be limit-setting.
Nevertheless, incapable of making independent judgments, mental health
professeionals would be unable, for example, to hold a sobbing, remorseful,
perhaps suicidal, pedophilic patient in their arms out of fear of losing
their own boundary lines, viclating standards, and jecpardizing professional
roles, careers, reputations and standings. It is critical that the profes-
sional caregiver bhe able to establish appropriate limits while simultane-
ously being able to assure the pedophilic patient that he is fundamentally
a part of a human group that is committed to helping the patient. Moreover,
given the relatively high level of gelf-disclosure and intimacy inherent in
the relapse prevention programs for pedophiles, I think it is evident that
a caregiver in the fourth order will encounter difficult boundary issues.
As Kegan and his colleague Laura Rogers discovered, the experience of anger,
for example, contains an element of boundary in that it implies that some
construction of the self feels violated.®™  Such a professicnal never
lowers his guard; nobody gets in, especially the pedophilic patient.

The limit of this order of consciousness is that it makes self-
preservation the goal of the organization. Moreover, there is a very real
need to have a c¢olleague and mentor in whom to confide and with whom to
consult. The institutional caregiver with a false sense of confidence to
"go it alone" and to "handle things by oneself" will be unable to reach out
to a peer from whom to obtain «:sential feedback on practice.

The institutional balance is evident in the stance of those profes-
sionals who emphasize that society must consider the rights of the wvictim
as inviolable. Loyal to the structures and needs of the institution, these
individuals rebuff anyone who tries to appeal to their sense of guilt and

argues for attitudes, responses, programs and organizations which more truly

l‘mLisa_Lahey et al., A Guide to the Subject-Object Interview: Its
Adminigtration and Interpretation [photocopy] {Cambridge, MA: Graduate
School of Education, Harvard University)," 290.
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meet the human needs of pedophiles as society’'s expression of care and
concern for all its members. These professionals will be brought on side
only if it can be demonstrated that "if I help to create some social order
in my community, it may lead to the kind of soclety in which I won’t have
to worry about scmeone sexually abusing one of my children whom I love."

Although espousing values, the institutional professional tends to
identify with and stand up for a particular ideology. The individual’s
ideological construction of the self and the world is a necessary
characteristic of development toward maturity. The basic limitation,
however, lies in the fact that the person cannot hold up the ideslogy for
examination.!® This individual risks overtly or covertly, ideologically
indoctrinating colleagues or making allegiance to the espoused ideology the
tacit price of membership in the ‘imnner circle’. As defined by Kohlberg,
ideology, is a "recurring system of logically interrelated general assump-
tions" about "factual matters, about the nature of human beings, society,
and the cosmos! that includes a set of general moral principles and defines
evaluation and choice.'® With respect to sexual research, physician and
researcher ¥ritz Freyhan contends that:

Ideclogy, dogma, and sometimes plain stupidity posing as scientific

attitudes still impede the development of valid knowledge and ite
clinical and social application.'®
Moreover, the forces of unquestioned ideology account for glaring contradic-
tions in both theory and clinical practice. As I argued in chapter one,'™
whether one aligns oneself with ideologies such as those of power or victim-
ology, the approach ig still reductionist and inadequate as a mechanism foxr

understanding pedophilia. Such a response serves only to protect one from

Blgegan, Bvolving Self, 214-215.
®¥¥chlberg, Philosophy of Moral Development, 231.

Bpritz A. Freyhan, "Scientific Models for Sexual Behavior from the
Clinician’s Point of View," in Contemporary Sexual Behavior, ed. Zubin and
Money, Zz6l.

¥ichap. 1:48
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the complexity of pedophilia and fails to contribute tc increased knowledge
or a more humane response to pedophiles themgelves.

Granting that the person in the fourth order of consciousness will
preserve a sense of being radically different from the pedophile, there
exist considerable new capacities at this level that could auger well for
more compassicnate treatment of the pedophile. Credit needs to be given to

the fourth order’s capacity, potentially, to resist and disengage from many

of mociety’'s toxic perspectives toward pedophiles. The strength of the
institutional balance is, after all, its capacity for autcnemy. The
ingtitutional person strives to be distinct, to stand apart. She can be

guided by her own vision of what is required of her as a professional,
exercise critical thinking, and take resgponsibility for standing on her own
feet emotionally, intellectually, and economically. She has the intermal
capacity, power, standards, and authority to be professicnal. She is
capable of authoring her own work design in the face of challenges.
Cognitively sophisticated to construct complex systems, the
ingtitutional person 1isg capable of wider and more complex social
arrangements. Her evolution of meaning, im turn, is cultured by these
social arrangements. As the person in the fourth order evolves or emerges
from embeddedness in the overarching ideology or gelf as form, she is
capable of providing identical medical treatment for the pedophilic patient
and the non-pedophilic patient, not out of love but cut of scme kind of
duty. While the individual formally constructs a Situation in terms of
rights and the formal regulative category of religious and/or civil law, a
newer part of her is able to stand outside this formalism and look at things
differently. A person struggling to develop beyond ths institutional level,
however, requires support for this process from within the work domain
and/or in the construction of loving relations. No support renders the

person vulnerable to cynicism, despair, depressgion or ite equivalent--
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workaholism.'® For this individual the questions are: What will be there
to support me as I grow? Will it be necessary for me to make a choice
between my job and my life-project? Might my workplace grant me a
professional leave in order for me to find a new culture which will be

supportive of my personal development?

4.6 The Interindividual Self

Kegan rejects the notion that psychological autoncomy is the hallmark
of personal maturity'® and views development as going beyond autoncmy. The
Interindividual Self is oriented to postideclogical construction, contradiec-
tion and paradox, and is open to reevaluation and dialectical process.'
There is a self-conscious self upon which to reflect. Loyalty is to
evolution or development of the organization. Hence, the individual is able
to ligten to negative reports about her endeavours, to confront new oppor-
tunities and to seek out information that could result in her negatively
judging that behaviour and changing it.'® Emotional conflict is recognized
and tolerated and functions as an intexmal conversation." Feelings break
free of the imternal control of the too-constricting institutional balance.
Now, there is a self which is available for human interpenetration, capable

of sharing and intimacy with others.'™ One’s commonality or interdepen-

Bgagan, Evolving Self, 245.

BKegan, Evolvirg Self, 228; idem, Over Our Heads, 289. For an inte-
resting exploration by social scientists into Americans’ search for meaning
and the conflict 1a America between individualism and the need for
community, see: Robert N. Bellah et al., Habits of the heart:; Individual-
ism and Commitment in American Life (Berkeley, CA: University of Califor-
nia, 1985; New York: Harper & Row, 1986).

'¥egan, Evolvirg Self, 228-254.

Wregan, Noam, and Rogers, "Psychologic of Emotion," 116; Kegan,
Evolving Self, 246.

¥gap also: Hubert J.M. Hermans, Harry J.G. Kempen, and Rens J.P. van
Loon, "The Dialogical Self: Beyond Individualism and Rationalism, " American
Paychologist 47, no. 1 (January 1992): 23-33.

Wregan, BEvolving Self, 237-238.
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dence with others is recognized; persons are members of one human communi-

¥ We all share the human condition. The interindividual person is

ty.
drawn not only to community but to what Kegan terms a "higher affection"
that looks more like the community of all persons.'®

At this level of consciousness, the individual questions whether
generalizable rules which ignore the particulars can solve moral problems.
This open-minded individual encourages open communication. Opposites are
viewed as poles of one concept; paradox can now be faced and the person can
make hig own decisions. The underlying psychologic is dialectical. Capable
of trangcending loyalty to one’s particular faction and of placing oneself
in a variety of different pogitions, the Interindividual Self is able to
take into account differing outlonks on the same situation. BAble to think
about more than the formalism of the law, this person’s scope is broader
than the law so that things can be viewed in another way. Now out from
under the tyranny of formalism, the person is capable of moving between
various systemg and of altering and creating new systems. Wary of losing
sight of the provisional, introductory and subjective quality of any partic-
ular standard or structure, the individual orients to the process which
creates forms,

Kegan's Interindividual evolutionary balance parallels Piaget’s post-
formal thinking and Kchlberyg’a post-conventional principled social welfare
morality. In Kohlberg's terminology, for example, the post-conventional
person has adopted a "society-creating" rather than a "society-maintaining"
stance.'™ Emphasis is on the equal worth of all persons. Concern is for
effecting social reform through precedent setting, deterrence and rehabili-
tation of offenders, restitution of victims and procedural justice which

includes due process. Rehabilitation suggests a benevolent caregiver rather

Wlgkegan, Evolving Self, 104, 230, 239,
"Kegan, Evolving Self, 230; Kegan and Lahey, "Adult Leadership," 225.

®Kohlberg, Psvchology of Moral Development, 634.
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than the heartless jailer. The soundness of rules, laws, and social insti-
tutions are subject to evaluation in terms of the extent to which they
uphold, safequard and promote the fundamental human rights, values, well-
being and equal worth of all members of society. Every individual is
obliged to make moral choices that maximize individual rights, values, worth
and welfare, even if they conflict with society’'s rules or conventions.
Decisions to punish or not to punish are made in terms of their positive or
negative conseguences for society as a whole and of maintaining individual
citizens’ rights.™ Moreover, a duty exists to defend the rights of the
minority. In any given social situation, it is essential to take into

account the perspective of each individual involved. Everyone is counted

as valuable.

Interindividual Adult Morality?

The mental health care profeggional in this balance takes a transfor-

mational stance and engages in the art of inquiry: "what is the ethical
significance of that system?" The response is in texms of those values
which we, as Canadians, desire to maximize, for example, freedom. The

caregiver is able to recognize the very real limitations of the professional
therapeutic relationship at the institutional level and to identify institu-
tional needs and structures which sgerve to impoverish and oppress the
pedophilic patient. Having pointed out these weaknesses, Stage 5 individ-
uals are open to committing the time, energy and resources to overcome them.
They are willing to create informal support networke which invite profes-
sionals into healing relationshipsg and which restore the meaning and mission
of healthcare organizations and of community.

At the same time, there is commitment to shared reflection on the
overall purposes of the organization; to calling into question institutional

goals, norms, objectives, practices and basic policies; to facing and

Mgehlberg and Elfenbein, "Capital Punishment, Moral Development, and
the Constitution," 259.
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resolving paradoxes; to confronting new opportunities; and to empowering
people to engage in participatory decision making. In order for all of this
to lead to growth, merely maintaining the status quo will not be adequate.
All of these characteristics are rooted in a basic trust of people and are
the constructive developmental aspects of leadership in the work setting.'™
Having transcended embeddedness in the societal, the Stage 5 caregiver is
capable of tolerance. Societal judgments are subject to critique and are
found to be arbitrary. A philosophy of individual rights is found to be
reducticonist and wanting.

What it means to be a professional at this level has less to do with
external social definition than with internal psychological equilibrium and
capacity. A health care professional in the interindividual balance is able
to view pedophilia as a human issue between perscns: evexyone counts. The
basis for this capacity is a theory or philosophy of what renders persons
valuable. The caregiver listens to and accepts the pedophilic patient as
a person, not merely as a preblem. Rather than simply giving directions,
this caregiver walks along besgide the person who is pedophilic, The
professional seeks to discover the terms by which pedophiles shape meaning
or make sense of the situations in which they find themselves including
their experience of being who they are and of being in the context of a
helping relationship. The caregiver offers clients a culture in which to
grow*® and is able to f£ind the client’s process of meaning making very
touching.'” Loyalty is to persons in their own activities of meaning-
making.'® The caregiver will not reject or condemn the client but will

recognize the client’s yearning to be safe.”® Instead of grumbling about

WKegan and Lahey, "Adult Leadership," 217-218.

Kegan, Evolving Self, 276.

¥i¥egan, Bvolving Self, 16.
¥regan, Evolving Self, 274.

¥Kegan, Evolving Self, 283.
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having to administer mandated services, this mental health professional is
able to recognize the worth of all societal members and their right to take
part in and benefit from the opportunities and resources of society.

Accordingly, a humane institution, confronted with issues such as
pedophilia and with health care profesgionals who are struggling to deal
with it, seeks to provide supports to assist them in grappling with and in
transcending the feelings of revulsion, anger, and inner conflict and the
geemingly daunting set of demands placed upon them, The ingtitution would
also be interested in open-systems of seeking information, reflection upon
and possible reconstruction of its goals, practices and policies, participa-
tory decision-making, and conflict resolution.®™ Given the widespread
questioning which is occurring within the psychiatric community with respect
to its categories and diagnoses, Kegan suspects that it may be caught in a
transition beyond the institutional balance.® Further research will be
needed to assess this evaluation.

A health care professgional in the interindividual balance is capable
of post-ideological c¢onstruction,”™ of transcending polarities and the
isolation of sgeparateness, and of creating the bigger and highly complex
context in which pedophilia exists and in which the pedophilic patient and
the practitioner interpenetrate. A caregiver of the fifth order of mind can
be counted upon to aid the pedophile in the accomplishment of the patient’s
goal to live and to function safely within the community. 2An example of a
response to pedophilia by a caregiver at this level of consciousness would
be exemplified by some with the following stance: All persons should have
an equal opportunity to make choices, to grow and to contribute to society,
even if they have the disadvantage of being pedophilic. No one is excluded

from the human community simply because they are different from the ‘norm'

regan, Eveolving Self, 244-245, 247.

¥'Kegan, Evolving Self, 295.

¥Kegan, Evolving Self, 253,
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in their sexual orientation. Exclusion a& a solution to the problem of
pedophilia places the burden for resclving the problem on those who are
pedophilic. Differences in the ability to deal with sexual deéires do not
radically separate one person from another, because both share the movement
of life itself, namely, meaning-constitutive evolutionary activity--the need
to make sense of cne’'s life.

From the empirical data on attitudes of professionals, Berlin, Money,
and Feierman®™ are caregivers who have adopted a medical view of pedophilia
and reflect an attitude of caring. They teach us a lesson in compassion.
Others such as social worker Claudia Xonker call for "compassionate treat-
ment of victims and humane rehabilitation of offenders."™ Katz stresses
the importance of understanding pedophiles as persons rather than as
criminals.” Barnard, Fuller, Robbins and Shaw urge therapists to tran-
scend their prejudices. Card passionately advocates moving away from a
punitive model to a treatment model which reflects caring and trust.™
Rogers and Dickey are able to stard back and evaluate critically the models
of treatment and assessment of sex offenders. They are able to recognize
the limitations of the ecriminogenic model, arguing that it merely serves to
create an adversarial setting which predisposes to defensivenesa in sex
offenders. They recommend inviting treated "admitters" to be cotherapists
in treatment groups, and family and significant othexs to assist in a
monitoring process to prevent recidivism.®™ In the Netherlands clinical
psychologigt, Gertjan van Zeesen contributed to the adoption of a new

treatment program with a focus on understanding the meaning and the

Mpeierman, "Introduction," in Biogocial Dimengions, 6-7.

4c1audia Konker, "Rethinking Child Sexual Abuse: An Anthropological

Perspective, " American Journal of Orthopsychiatyy 62, no. 1 (January 1392) :
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XKatz, "Analysis of Pedophiles," 241.
®oard, "Case for Treatment," 7-21.

YRogers and Dickey, "Denial and Minimizatiom," 59-60.
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psycholeogicel functions of pedeophile attraction and behaviour. He finds
that when emphasis is on interindividual issues, the problems discussed by
participants in therapy change from an individual to a social and communal
level . ™

Thus, there is evidence that a correlation exists between caregivers'’
being embedded in Kegan’s culture of intimate adult relationships and
medical views of pedophilia displaying caring and compassionate attitudes,
The patient/practiticner relationship is a context in which, through sharing
and interacting, both participants are helped to experience their own incom-
pleteness or partiality, their own uniqueness, but alsc their own heteroge-
neous nature.

If Kegan is vorrect in his finding that 58% of his survey population
is betwezen a third and fourth order of consciousness with the majority not
reaching the fourth order and a large proportion being less complex than the
third order, then for many, the ianterindividual order of consciousness will,
in his words, be over their heads. However, for me to argue that only the
fifth organization of mind is adequate for caring compassionately for the
pedophile is not to cast shame or aspersion on anyone who is operating at
another level of congciousness. Rather, it is to suggest, just as Card®
speculates, that the latter are blocked in their ability to understand and
to care and will require growth to meet the challenges and to bear the
shocks of working with this particular population. What these professionals
may be lacking is (a) consciousness of what it means to be fully human and
how such awareness c¢ould enhance the therapeutic encounter; (b} an
understanding of how demanding such professional work is; (¢) an adegquate
comprehension of what changes they will need to make in order to become more
compassionate in their work; and (d) an environment supportive of such

changes. Psychoanalyst Murray Krim believes that if analysts were to become

__ ™gertjan van Zessen, "A Model for Group Counseling with Male Pedo-
philes, " Journal of Homosexuality 20, no. 1/2 (1990): 189-198.

Meard, "Case for Treatment," 16.
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more xeal, more interactive with their patients, "whole human beings, not
part objects, " their analytic work would be enhanced. To become more human,
he arques, would inform analysts’ judgment as to what to do, when to hug,
when te laugh and when to be serious, when to confront and when and how to
be kind.?® Such a challenge demands a qualitatively different order of

mind or more complex way of knowing than simply acquisition of a new set of

skills.

4.7 Summary

In this chapter I utilized the descriptions and criteria of each of
Kegan’s levels ox orders of consciousness to analyze the existing empirical
research and professionals’ anecdotes regarding caregivers’ punitive
attitudes toward pedophiles in their care. I established evidence of
Kegan'’'s signposts of personality and moral development. Thereby, I was able
to reconfigure the empirical data and to sketch the ethical models used by
health care professionals and to show that there is a correlation between
levels of ethical sophistication and differences of attitudes towards
pedophiles. Thus, my research demonstrates that to adopt a medical
construction of pedophilia requires interindividual ethics {(ethical sophis-
tication). My research reveals regression or lack of ethical sophistica-
tion, at least in relation to caregivers’ attitudes toward pedophiles.
Moreover, mental health care professionals appear paralysed in their efforts
to change.

T showed that Kegan’s constructive-developmental framework, however
speculative, contains a new and fuller view of what it means to be human and
holds out considerable promige for mental health professionals who care for
pedophiles. The framework illustrates how attitudes are generated by the

manner in which we come to know and to not know and to make sense of the

20Myyray Krim, "The Psychoanalyst: On Becoming More Human Than
Otherwise, " Journal of Religion and Health 33, no. 1 (Spring 19%4): 73, 78.
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situations we experience.? It offers new clues to the sources of stress
in treating pedophiles therapeutically and a new conception of what Kegan
terms "consciocusness thresholds"?? which professionals may have to reach
in order to satisfy the expectations of a therapeutic milieu. Obviously,
mental health professionals, like everyone else, develop at different rates.
That some develop more slowly than others is not in itself cause for alaxrm,
nor is it indicative of gross incompetence.

However, when the whole or a large proportion of a subculture appears
to be comprised of developmentally-delayed citizers, a meaning-evolutionary
perspective provides a way to analyze the possibility that. the cultural
organization is itself unwholesome and detrimental.” A good constructive-
developmental framework guards against the privileged (i.e., mental health
professionals) becoming self-serving and the least favoured constituents of
a population having their rank perpetuated. Each order of consciousness has
great significance.

Survey results, especially published extractions from them, are not
a comprehensive source of information about caregivers’ meaning-making. An
open-ended interview format accompanied by a transcript would better
illustrate how an individual frames real-life conflicts and how the person
construes the world and constructs the "other." Moreover, none of the
empirical data that I have used concerning attitudez of mental health
professionais toward pedophiles in their care was obtained through actually

utilizing Kegan’'s interview design. Hence, it is important to extend my

MMKegan, Over Our Heads, B87.
"Kegan, Over Our Heads, 11.

MKegan, Evolving Self, 212,

*“In their research for their book Habits of the Heart which reveals how
Americans make sense of their public and private lives, Bellah et al.
actively interviewed people as their primary method of research and
secondarily resorted to survey questionnaires. They found that fixed
questions in a questionnaire generated useful data but failed to create
dialogue and argument, see: Bellah et al., Habitg of the Heart, 305.
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research and confirm my hypothesis via the future administration, interpre-

tation, and scoring of interview material as set out in the Guida to the

Subject-Object Interview: Its Administration and Interpretation designed
by Kegan and his associates.

Having sketched and analyzed the ethical models of professional care-
givers, I shall now conduct in the next chapter an ethical and theological

reflection on the knowledge gained from KXegan’s theory anrd the above

analysis.



CHAPTER FIVE
THEOLOGICAL AND ETHICAL CONTEXT

With the knowledge gained from the analysis of caregivers’ ethical
modals, I now shall conduct a reflection (including a theological aspect and
an ethical aspect) which will seek:

1. to develop and to illustrate the role of the theological strand of

Kegan’'s theory;

2. to show the ethical implications of the theological di.ension for

caregivers who treat and assess pedophiles; and

3. to propose, in light of Kegan’s "forms and functions of embedded-

ness cultures, " how caregivers can be helped to develop more-sophisti-

cated moral attitudes toward pedophiles in their care.

Kegan states that his hungers drew him to literature, philosophy, and
theo.ogy.! He maintains that his constructive-developmental framework is
intrinsically theological and has the potential to reflect what Martin Buber
termg the "divine spark" which hides in all things and beings until set
free.? Having lived for several months in the Lubavitcher Hasidic community
in Broocklyn prior to publishing The Evolving Self, Kegan experienced the
Hasidic testimony to a sacredness in everyday life and a spirituality found
in the concrete world.® He challenges "theologically-minded" constructive-
developmentalists to see throush the empirical basis of his theory to the

religious dimension.® I shall take up that challenge in what follows.

'Kegan, Evolving Self, wvii.

) *Kegan, "There the Dance," 410, 424, 426; Martin Buber, Mamre; Essavs
in Reliqgion, trans. Greta Hort (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press,
1846), 105-107.

Kegan, "There the Dance," 438; Robert Kegan, The Sweeter Welcome
{Needham Heights, MA: Humanitas Press, 1276), 1.
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5.1 Theological Aspect

As a branch of learning in the human sciences, theology is the reflec-
tive and methodical interpretation by reason of religious faith, practice,
and experience.® It is a discourse about God and one’'s relationship with
God. Striving for insight and attainment of knowledge that differs, for
example, from philosophical and psychological knowledge, theclogy consti-
tutes a distinct way of thinking, seeing, imagining, knowing, and being.
It does this in a manner which at times can be critical and sntagonistic
toward other sciences and disciplines but at other times can be compatible,
indeed, complementary toward these branches of learning. Christian theology
asks and tries to answer such questions as: What is the purpose of life?
What meaning is inherent in our everyday experiences? Theological questions
can join those of psychology and ethics.

Theology proposes an anthropology which reflects Christian meaning.
It portraye a vision of what "can," "ought" to, and "may" be in response to
the Christian guestion: What must I do to live more fully the incarnation- -
life of God given in Christ? 1In so doing Christian theology holds up a
number of fundamental principles, attitudes, and human values which, while
providing no ready-made answers, provide us with a sense of direction and
a way of living. Because it tends to the suffering of persons, including
those who are marginalized, theology raises ultimate questions regarding the
meaning of human suffering and can propose new ways of attending to others.
It implores us to respond in kind to Christ’s imperative to love.

Through questioning, listening, interpreting, and reflecting, theclogy
expresses human phenomena in the language and context of theological
knowledge and beliefs. Seeking human understanding of mysteries and of
realities and striving to grasp the meaning, reason or cause of a thing,
phenomenon, or truth, the theoclogian endeavours to (1) formulate a

hypothesis about and trace the genesis of the object of study, (2) look for

Swilliam J. McDonald, ed. in chief, New Catholic Encvciopedia (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1967), s.v. "Theology," by G. F. Van Ackeren.
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and account for any turning points in the process of development, (3)
develop a contemporary context, (4) critically engage other contemporary
sciences and disciplines, (5) be open to the dialectical element and a
reflective critical stance toward one’s work, (6) reconceptualize the
evidence and knowledge one has attained in terms of contemporary theological
knowledge, and (7} struggle to give enriched and more exact expression to
one’s increased understanding. The objective is to find new light or
aspectg of the truth that have been overloocked or pushed to the periphery;
fashion new concepts; clarify details; discover, develop, and express new
insights; conceptualize and analyze opposed relations; determine where the
mystery is; bring to light the riches of Christian faith, revelation, and
Christ’s encounter with humanity; construct new images of God which satisfy
the human quest for meaning; provide contrast models about humankind; and
perceive some of the implications of one’s theological understanding of
reality in regard to the human community. Thus the vision of theology has
implications for the quality of the human world. .

At work in ‘doing theclogy’ is a growth or developmental process.
Kegan'’'s developmental psychology points to a view of the human as a being
with exceptional potential for growth. Most of the latent possibilities of
humankind are never realized; but until we understand them better, these
will not even be called forth. The essence of the human person will not be
found in a reductive conception of being--but only in a coherently detailed
course of the evolving self. The essential characteristic of humankind is
such that humanity strives toward greater interpenetration and unification.
Kegan’s theory of constructive development provides a framework or
illustration of how an individual’s motivations, attitudes, and worldview
change and grow in the course of a lifetime. His whole psychology of the
person, especially his notion of "evolving self," tallies with contemporary
theological thinking on the human person "becoming."

Moreover, theology provides a lens through which one can see the

world; to see an interconnectedness, interrelatedness or oneness of alil
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things is to see the universe theologically. As Kegan emphasizes, at the
heart of his framework of meaning-making activity is a religious or spiritu-
al dimension which "partakes of the numinous," grace, the holy, &nd the
transcendent and offers a vision of "the oneness of all life."* The
spiritual reality or religicus dimension is the locus of the human dance;
the underlying motion; that moving ground which roots and holds the self,
threatens to transform it, and regenerates our self-other relating. Consic-
eration of the empirical phenomencn of a constructive-developmental perspec-
tive "describes an increasing involvement of the person with the ground of
being."” Thie ground or dance, suggests Kegan, "is the very exercise of
hope itself . . . a hope which living things are, a hope which all living
things do not share so much as it shares them."® It is a meaning-constitut-
ive evolutionary activity which is "intrinsically religiocus"® and may itself

be the Holy Other, "the ultimate mystery in which we live, of which we

are."® wWhen a study of the changing person in time includes this fuller

dimension, it becomes theological and shows in James Ashbrock's terms that
humanity lives by religious faith as manifested in its meaning-making
capacity, and '"not by literal sight.""

From Allport’s perspective, personality is multi-faceted and requires

many avenues of approach, each approach serving to correct the other.

*Kegan, "There the Dance," 409, 415.
"Kegan, "There the Dance," 426.
%Kegan, "There the Dance," 414-415.
Kegan, "There the Dance," 426.
YKegan, "There the Dance," 423.

UJames B. Ashbrook, "The Cry for the Other: The Biocultural Womb of
Human Development," Zvgon 29, no. 3 (September 1994): 297. Ashbrock’'s

assertion resonates with that of Teilhard: "Religion is not an option or
a strictly individual intuition, but represents the long unfolding, the
collective experience of all mankind, of the existence cf God:" see

Teilhard de Chardin, Building the Earth, 63.
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Allport suggests that it is here that reconciliation of psychelogy, philos-
ophy, and theology can occur for

the philosophy of the person is inseparable from the psychology of the

person . . . no phiiosophy of the person can be correct if it flatly
cantradicts known facts about human motivation, cognition, stages of
growth, pathology. . . . As psychology increasingly tells us how the

personality system is patterned, we may call upon philosophy and
theclogy to relate the findings as well as they can to cosmic order."?

In order to research and to understand human persons, many methods of
ingquiry need to be brought into play. For Allport, it is in the area of
human welfare and "in the production of an improved human character without
which all other human gains are tragic loss""--that psychology and theology
need to cooperate.™ Failure to do so falls short of the measure of
humankind.

Macquarrie agrees. In his wview, psychology "descrikes the human
condition as it is," while philosophical and theological anthropologies
"eriticize the actual human condition® agd are concerned "with exploring the
possibilities of the human condition."d The question of what it means to
be a human person can be approached theologically in different ways. Liks
the developmentalists, Macquarrie views the human person as a "being-on-the-

way"'f

--always unfinighed and in a process of change and growth by which the
self ig created. This conviction is in accord with biblical anthropclogy
and ig implicit, for example, in the Johannine passage: "now we are God’'s
children, it does not yet appear what we shall be" (1 Jn. 3:2). One can

recall other scriptural passages which speak of the human potential for

“Allport, Pattern and Growth in Personality, 567, 571.

“Gordon Willard Allport, The Individual and Hi< Religion: A Peycholo-

gical Interpretation (New York: Macmillan, 1950; London: Constable, 1951),
viii.

“See also John McDargh, "Theclogical Uses of Psychology: Retrospective
and Prospective," Horizong 12, no. 2 (1985): 247-264.

“Macquarrie, Search of Humanity, 3.

“John Macquarrie, "A Theology of Personal Being," in Persons and Der-
gonality: A Contemporary Incuiry, ed. Arthur Peacocke and Grant Gillett
{Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1987}, 172.
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growth such as that of the letter to the Church at Corinth in which Paul

states:

When I was a chilq, I used to talk like a «child, and think like a
child, and argue like a child, but now I am a man, ”il zhildish ways
are put behind me. (1 Cor. 13:11)
Macquarrie links the idea of growth and change with that of transcendence.
Fowler, who was himself influenced by Kegan's doctoral dissertation,
argues that faith ig a powerful way of being which arises out of our way of
geeing and of constructing reality.' 1In fact, faith "is a core process in
the total self-comstitutive activity that is ego.""™ It provides orienta-
tion, hope, and courage; endows relationships, crises, and everyday life
with meaning; and grounds sustaining strength, purpose, and experiences of
shared loyalties to values which bind one another in community.” As an
expression of constructive knowing, faith involves both reason and feeling,
constructions of the self and others, in perspective-taking, in moral
analysis and judgment, and in the constitutions of self as related to
others which we call ego. . . . In both faith-knowing and the kind of
moral -knowing which gives rise to choice and action, the constitution
or modification of the self is always an issue.”
Throughout the life-long developmental or growth process, the knower is
extended, modified, or reconstituted in relation to the known.?
Tn the various forms of constitutive-knowing, the self constructs the

"known," the self, and the neighbour and participates in communities in

relation to what Fowler terms an '"ultimate envirconment," that ig, the

"James W. Fowler, "Faith and the Structuring of Meaning," in Toward
Moral and Reliqious Maturity, convenor, Brusselmans, S7, 59-60.

®powler, "Faith and Structuring, " 64.
Ypowler, "Faith and Structuring," 65.
PPowler, "Faith and Structuring," 59, 61.

Ypecording to Fowler, this pilgrimage occurs in stages and there are
seven stages or styles of faith which underlie our values, beliefs, assump-
tions, attitudes and lifestyles: see Fowler, "Faith and Structuring, " S52.
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largest canvas of meaning-- expressed in Judeo-Christian symbolism as the
Kingdom of God.? Fowler believes that:

To deal adequately with faith and with faith’s dynamic role in the
total self-constitutive activity of ego means trying to give theoreti-
cal attention to the transformation in consciousness--rapid and
dramatic in sudden conversion, more gradual and incremental in faith
growth--which results from the re-cognition of self-others-world in
light of knowing the self as constituted by a center of value powerful
enough to require or enable recentering one’s ultimate environment.?
To move in this direction nescessitates taking account of ways of thinking
that engage images, symbols, and fusions of sense and feeling. It requires
coming to terms with "regressive" movements in which the psyche returns to
primitive sources of imagery and prelinguistic memories--bringing them into
consciousness with consequent reconstructions of the experienced world.
Theologian Francine Cardman sums up reorientation or change of this
sort as "profoundly spiritual, reaching to the roots of the hope and meaning
we have for ourselves and for our world."” As theologian Regina Marie
Bechtle points out, the language of change or conversion is spoken by

theology and spirituality.® One’s commitment to change and the process of

conversion, she argues, takes shape in decision-making, actions, and

Zrowler, "Faith and Structuring," 56, 61-62.
Browler, "Faith and Structuring," 63.

¥Francine Cardman, "Liberating Compassion: Spirituality for a New
Millennium," The Way 32, no. 1 (January 1892): 6.

¥Regina Marie Bechtle, "Theological Trends: Convergences in Theology
and Spirituality," The_Way 24/25 (October 1985): 309. It is not the
purpose of this dissertation project to enter inte the debate about the
relationship of spirituality and theology. For discussion on this issue
gee: Philip Sheldrake, Spirituality and Historv: Questions of Intexrpreta-
tion and Methed (London: SPCK, 1991); Philip Sheldrake, Images of Holinesgs:
Explorations in Contemporary Spirituality (London: Darton, Longman & Todd,
1987), 8-11; Rahner, Practice of Faith; Micheline Lagué, "Spiritualité et
théologie: d'une méme souche: Note sur l’actualité d’un débat," Eglise et
Théologie 20 (1989%): 333-351; Charles C. L. Kao, "Maturity, Spirituality,
and Theological Reconstruction," in Maturity and the Quest for Spiritue .
Meaning, ed. Charles C, L., Kao (Lanham: University Press of America, 1988},

41-52; Walter Frincipe, "Toward Defining Spirituality," Studies in
Religion/Sciences Religieuses 12, no. 2 (Spring 1983): 127-141; Bradley C.
Hanson, ed. Modern Chrigtian Spirituality: Methodological and Historical

Essays, American Academy of Religion Studies in Religion, no. 62 (aAtlanta,
GA: Scholars Press, 1990).
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patterns of behaviour--all of which are the deomain of Christian praxis.™
Vhen faith searches for meaning and expression, Bechtle argues, the work of
the rational intellect is insufficient; for theology is alsc an affair of
the heart. DProbing the heart brings us into the realm of spirituality.”

Spirituality, maintains theologian Sandra Schneiders, is

the experience of consciously striving to integrate one’'s life in

terms not of isolation and self-absorption but of self-transcendence

toward the ultimate value one perceives.®
This definition echoes what is at the core of Kegan's theory. Spirituality
as lived experience inquires into and seeks to understand the human being
and religious experience and to realize the potential of the "extracordinary
and paradoxical condition"® of being human. Spirituality strives to
embody, reveal, and empower love and freedom in history and caxxy them
forward in the world.

This harkens back to the words of Kegan: namely, it

is a concrete world pretending; but this in the literal, Latin sense,
a ‘holding forward’ of the everyday. Behind, burst-ready, concealed:

‘gsomething wonderful’ about to take place. This is artifice, but
Whose?®
Kegan quotes Martin Buber: "From of old Israel has proclaimed that the

world is not God’s place, but that God is ‘the place of the world’."" Then

Kegan responds, "The sacred is not by itself bodying forth. For this there

¥pgehtle, "Convergences in Theology," 308.
Ygechtle, "Convergences in Theology," 306.

%®gandra M. Schneiders, "Spirituality in the Academy," Theological
Studies 50 (1989): 6€84. Spirituality is defined in many ways, for example,
Cardman makes clear that spirituality is about the ways in which our
animating principle or life force "relates to body, world and history. It
is the attentiveness which persons give to the reality of self, others, the
natural world and whatever we name as holy, as source, depth and mystery
{some would say, as the divine) in our lives. Spirituality is the
direction, meaning and value we give to the totality of experience:" see:
Cardman, "Liberating Compassion," 6.

Bgchneiders, "Spirituality in the Academy," 692-693, 696.

¥gegan, Sweeter Welcome, 136.

ligyber, Mamre, i05.
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must be education . . . a leading out."® This leading out is, in my view,
the work of theology; the 1living out is the task of spirituality.
Theclogies differ; flowing from a particular theology is a particular
spirituality. Having implications for one’s experience of the culture and
world in which one lives, one‘’s hasic attitudes, life-style, and activities,
spirituality rests comfortably with Xegan’'s framework but needs to be
further developed.

Theology conceptualizes or describes what is ultimate in our everyday
lives. Kegan joins Fowler in suggesting that every level of consciousness
compcoses its own "ultimate environment" or "Ultimacy."¥ In turn, with each
stage of knowing, the person is embedded in a different, personal psycholog-
ical structure ur "ultimacy" which has spiritual functions and conseguences
for spiritual development.*  For example, for children or adults who
function cut of the Impulsive Stage, their impulses and the threat of their
nonexpression are "ultimate." The Christian gospel, however, reveals uncon-
ditional love of the other to be ultimate. If God relates to us through
unconditional love, it is the task of Christians to bring this relationship
and this love to bear on pedephilic persons in our midst. This implies
growth. Kegan, as a psychologist, promotes growth beyond needs satisfaction
and mere gocialization; it is growth into greater involvement in the world,
relations with other people, and unconditional love that he describes.
Buber, to whom Kegan refers, states:

He who truly goes ocut to meet the world goes out also to God. . .

Meeting with God does not come to man in order that he may concern

himself with God, but in oxder that he may confirm that there is
meaning in the world.¥

¥Kegan, Sweeter Welcome, 136.

¥Kegan, "There the Dance," 427; Fowler and Keen, Life Maps, 24.
“Kegan, "There the Dance," 431.

¥Martin Buber, I_and Thou, trans. Ronald Gregor Smith, 24 ed. (New
York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1958), 95, 115.
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Hence, I share the view of Joann and Walter Conn that Kegan'’'s theory serves
as a tool for interpreting and understanding patterns of spiritual growth
and spirituality.® Kegan acknowledges that the constructive-developmental
viewpoint has not done justice to the motion of the ultimate reality of the
universe. He extends Fowler by suggesting a religious power or dimension
for the constructive-developmental perspective which goes beyond both the
quasi-religious stages of moral judgment and the stages of faith construc-
tion,¥
Kegan recognizes that much prayer, liturgy, and sCcripture expresees
either humanity’s lifelong longing to be held, integrated, and accompanied;
or the longing to be independent, differentiated, and able to choose one's
own directions.® Kegan hears these yearnings, for example, when the lonely
Job speaks to--and even curses--God or in the ardent communalism of
Hasidism. These hopes are in a lifelong relation of tension--each develop-
mental level or order of consciousness being a new solution to this univer-
sal dialectic.¥
The tasks of religious traditions from Kegan's constructive perspern-

tive are to provide persons access to the religious nature and expression

¥Joann Wolski Conn and Walter E. Conn, "Christian Spiritual Growth and
Developmental Psychology," The Way Surplement 67/72, no. 63 {(Autumn 1990) :
3-14. Ronald Barnes looked at the relationship between psychology and
spirituality. Specifically, he noted that "gpirituality is partly self-
awareness and recognition, as well as search and yearning" - -elements of
common interest to developmental theorists such as Kegan. With the
realization that human experience is the source of reflection, human
development and psychological insights can be deemed part of authentic
spirituality just as awareness of God's love and support can be viewed as
assisting one to come to terms with personal dilemmas, to move outwards to
promote justice for others, and to restructure social conditions according
to values of the Kingdom of God: see Barnes, "Psychology and Spirituality:
Meeting at the Boundaries," The Way Supplement 67/72, no. 69 (ARutumn 1930):
30, 32, 37-38. See also Jean-Frangois Catalan, Expérience spirituelle et
psvchologie (Paris: Desclée de Brouwer, 1931).

Kegan, "There the Dance," 410.

®gegan, "There the Dance," 412. For a description of how prayer, for
example, is an expression of the desires of human life see: Allport, The
Individual and Religion, 10-12.

¥gegan, "There the Dance,” 413.
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of meaning-making activity through ceremony and symbol; to initiate people
into the mystery of existence; to be a spiritual support for each develop-
mental meaning-system; to make publicly shareable each system’s appropria-
tion of ultimacy; to respond to each member’s new constructions of reality
and re-composing of self; to understand how development challenges a
person’s continued participation in the community; to fashion long-term
relationships; and to celebrate and be the context for change rather than
be terminated by it.®

Kegan’s framework illustrates how such foundational aspects of spirit-
uality as openness to others, compassion, and caring are the result of
development; seeds for an adult spirituality of compassion are sown in
infancy” and can be nourished or destroyed. He helps us to understand
better how concepts such as pleasure, empathy, conflict, mutuality, needs,
impulses, desires, wvalues, and the pursuit of meaning, conditioned by
capacity, spin the strands or fibreg that will gradually bzcome woven into
a subjective form of theology and spirituality.

For Philip Sheldrake, "spirituality incarnates, at least implicitly,
a definite theology or set of beliefs about God, the world and humankinad."<
One’s image of and relation to God, according to theorists such as Kegan and

Ana-Maria Rizzuto, is subject to a complex, lifelong develcpmental

“Kegan, "There the Dance," 426, 432-433, 439-440.

In Kegan's framework, even the earliest mothering environment provides
spiritual functions, the absence of which will have deleterious consequences
for the infant's spiritual development. Philosopher, psychologist, and
theologian Antoine Vergote deems maternal affective availability and
unconditional love to be foundational to realization of an adequate personal
identity, an ethical disposition and development of benevolent attitudes
toward others. When this love and affective availability are absent,
Vergote argues that feelings of hate will supersede those of love and
revenge will always be pondered: see Vergote, "The Dynamics of the Family
and Its Significance for Moral and Religious Development," in Toward Moral
and Religious Maturity, convenor, Brusselmans, 94-99.

“Sheldrake, Images of Holiness, 10, 2.
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process.® Each embeddedness culture is the context for the developing
human being to participate in this ground of being. Theologians need to
understand that God as a representation has endless potential for new
meanings throughout one’s lifespan® and that their theclogy can contribute
to caregivers experiencing God's loving relatedness.

With regard to pleasure--especially sexual pleasure which has been
considered with suspicion in the Christian past--Catholic moral theologian
André Guindon stresses the important zrole of theolegy and comments:
"pleasure accompanies the beat of life." Its absence "in any human activity
is the sign of some estrangement" from cneself.” Theologian Dorothy A. Lee
argues that human pleasure with respect to sexuality reveals the divine

image; is part of both creation and the symbolic structures of redemption;

“Kegan, "There the Dance," 431; Ana-Maria Rizzuto, The Bixrth of the
Living God: & Psychcanalytic Study (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1979), 179, 182; Fowler and Keen, Life Maps; Vergote, "Dynamics of the
Family," 89-114; James E. Leder, "Negation and Transformation: A Study in
Theology and Human Development," in Toward Moral and Religious Maturity,
convenor, Brusselmans, 165-192; Fred J. Hanna, Rick A. Myer, and Allen J.
Ottens, "The Effects of Early Religious Training: Implications for
Counseling and Development, " Coungeling and Values 39, no. 1 {October 1994):

32-41; Sigmund Freud, "The Economic Problem of Masochism," in Standard
Edition, 19:168.

“Ana-Maria Rizzuto, "The Psychological Foundations of Belief in God,"
in Toward Moral and Religious Maturity, convenor, Brusselmans, 121. Early-
formed God representations often are not easily deposed by a given
individual nor are God’'s characteristice readily updated or transformed.
Repressed images may be called to the fore in later years under the
influence of wvaricus experiences ranging from an encounter with another
individual to an encounter with a life stress. A negative God repre-
sentation affects an adult’s sense of self; can obstruct later integration
of other kinder, gentler and more loving qualities from another source in
the course of life; can be employed as an organizer of an unintelligible and
chaotically perceived situation; and can serve as an object for displacement
of anger related to primary objects. Thus a mental health professional who,
as an infant, experienced the primary mothering culture as abusgive, hostile,
vengeful and punitive, may have created a God representation with similar
traits, continued to construct and experience God in this manner even into
adulthood and to project this construction onto patients in her care: see
Rizzuto, "Psychological Foundations," 121, 124, 126, 12%-130; idem, Birth
of the Living God, 179.

“andré Guindon, The Sexual language: An Espay in Moral Theclogy
(Ottawa: Univergity of Ottawa Press, 1976), 71-73. See also Paul Ricoceur,
"Wonder, Eroticigm, and Enigma," Cross Currentsg 14 (Spring 1964): 138.
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is implicitly God-bearing and God-revealing; and is linked to the joys of
intimacy, bodily passion, and self-transcendence.¥

Abuse, pain, and suffering do not comprise the whole story concerning
our sexuality. Thus Lee takes the wview that in their concern to stem sexual
and other forms of abuse, Christians must guard against presenting the human
body and sexual pleasures as evil or as barriers to God and Christian
maturicy.? Rather, she stresses the need to recapture the goodness of
sexuality and the lost sense of God’'s presence within sexual passion and
pleasure. To Lee’s mind neglect and distortion of God’s gifts--through
fear, guilt, self-contempt, and a narrow definition of self-control--consti-
tute their own form of abuse.® Hence, she urges people to develop a
positive, biblical attitude and a genuine theclogy and spirituality of
pleasure which can challenge ethical neurosis and take seriously the divine
giftedness and creative power of play and pleasure.®

Theologian and ethicist James B. Nelson agserts thig perspective
differently, holding that

the movement toward a more healed, wholistic sgpirituality and the

movement toward a more healed, wholigtic sexuality cannot be separa-
ted. It is not just that they ought not to be separated; quite
literally they cannot be. One is necessary to the other. They are
ingeparable elements of full personhood.®

For Nelson our spirituality has been one-sided in its emphasis on sin and

redemption. Creation-centred spirituality; affirmation of the sexual dimen-

sion of our relationship with God; as well as the vision of the Garden of

“Dorothy A. Lee, "Pleasure: A Biblical Perspective," The Way 33, no.
1 (January 1993): 21-23. See also: Mary Ann Finch, "Befriending the
Body, " The Way 29, no. 1 (January 1989): 60-67.

‘“Lee, "Pleasure," 19-33.

*Lee, "Pleasure," 20, 29. See also: Sylvia Chavez-Garcia and Daniel
A. Helminiak, "Sexuality and Spirituality: Friends, Not Foes," The Journal
of Pastoral Care XXXIX, no. 2 (June 1985): 161.

“Lee, "Pleasure," 27, 29-31.

. ?James B. Nelson, Between Two Gardens: Reflections on Sexuality and
Religioug Experience (New York: Pilgrim, 1983), 9. See also: Chavez-
Garcia and Helminiak, "Sexuality and Spirituality," 151-163.
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Eden which gives rise to feeling, desire, communion, incarnation, and
compassion--could well serve us, he argues, as a corrective to this bias."

Moreover, it is Nelson’'s belief that compassion, defined as "an
egalitarian and passionate caring about persons and institutions, "™ is
integral to spirituality and intimately connected with sexuality. If
compassion as social justice ig a key element of Christian spirituality,
Christians will need to attend more astutely to the ways in which the
unhealed sexual dualisms, such as the mind-body or man-woman split, contrib-
ute so significantly to current social justice issues--child sexual abuse
being but one example.® To this end Nelson exhorts the community of faith,
worship, and service to change, to understand itself as a sexual community,
and to resexualize its liturgy through a more androgynocus theolegy,
language, spirituality, and sacramentality .

Allport noted that for some adults religion functions at an immature
level of impulsive self-gratification, wish-fulfilling for self-interests,
fantasy, or sentiment.® This orientation is spasmodic, sometimes fanatic
in intensity, unreflective and non-unifying in its effect on personality.*
Unable to face one’s own weaknesses, one will punish severely those which
one sees in others. Further, the caregiver who relies on and is bound by
a pious code of stilted reactions for every possible situation is addicted

to her own idiosyncratic blueprint of rigid, precise behaviour. At the

'Nelson, Between Two Gardensg, 8-13.
¥elson, Between Two Gardens, 13.

®Nelson, Between Two Gardens, 13-15.

*Nelgon, Between Two Gardens, 13-14, 78-80.

$Allport, The Individual and Religion, 24, 60-61.

%adult religious infantilism is characterized by Jesuit Gerard W.
Hughes as a narrow cocoening of one’s mind, protecting one from truth and
against the risk of uncertainty. Uncuestioningly subject to authority and
the textual form of doctrine the infantile adult is rigid and intolerant of
the weaknesses of others: see Hughes, "On Being an Adult in Today's
Church," The Way 24/25 (October 1985): 262-264; Gerard W. Hughes, God of
Surprises (New York: Paulist Press, 1985), 19-20.
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mercy of impulses, this caregiver is in danger of failing to respond in a
thoughtful manner but, instead, of reacting blindly in a stereotypical
fashion.

As Allport suggests, unguestioning regard of ritual and acceptance of
the system of beliefs tends to endorse conformity, egogentrism, and ethno-
centrism and to inhibit cultural diversity. In Sheldrake’s view, ornly a
broadly conceived religion and notion of catholicity will lead beyond ego-
centricity; invite growth into an attitude of openness and inclusiveness;
accept and promote change; open the way to understanding, dialogue, coopera-
tion, and learning from one another; and undermine rigid rules of life,
condescension, arrogance, and smugness in assigning labels to itself and
others.” Theology needs to affirm that our neighbour is each and every
other person; to deny the presence of God in the other is to dehumanize.

Becauge attitudes, thinking, and even acting can be influenced by
perceptions, theologiansg have a responsibility to challenge childlike-adult
belief systems, habits, and facets of cultural ceonditioning which portray
pedophiles as monsters and thereby cbstruct perception of reality. Just as
Plato attempted to change radically our worldview and basic beliefs through
his Allegory of the Cave by illustrating how we are not seeing reality but
only shadows on the cave walls, so too, caregivers need tc turn away from
the shadows in order to perceive reality. Inability to listen to who and
what others really are leads the caregiver to distort reality. It is of
paramount importance that professional caregivers make distinctions between
appearance and reality; look for a deeper interpretation or dimension; and
realize that every person, in spite of a debased characterization, is
created in the image of God. A gquestioning attitude throughout one’s life~
gpan can only exist in someone who really trusts God’s presence in ali
beings. As a result of questioning and listening, one gains insight into

the pedophilic person and the meanings of the pedophile’s situation and can

¥allport, The Individual and Religion, viii, 34; Sheldrake, Images of
Holiness, 12-16.
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grow into responding in wisdom. Christianity imposed with threats of fire
and brimstone for non-cbedience produces tyrannical religious super-egos,
stifles inner freedom in adulthood,® and results in a fanatical, self-
righteous faith style.

Theology can do much to create a culture that seeks to maximize
connectedness, caring, and cooperation.® Cooperation requires the ability
to enter into a comradely communicn with other human beings. Agreement as
to ends presupposes acceptance of a criterion of values which are based on
an adeguate conception of the ultimate goal of humankind. For the Christian
the answer to the question--To what end?--congists in the practice of a love
that brings us into greater communion with one another and with God, the
ground of our process of conetructive-developmental meaning-making. Theolo-
gians of different faith traditions can help by inducing and strengthening
these values, illustrating the shared humanity and goals of all people, and
breaking down stereotypes.

Further, as I noted in chapter one,® another factor which I believe
theology needs to address 15 the interwoven notion of sexuality and
innocence. In her experience of work in child abuse, Rita Brock finds that
Western Christian attitudes that prize the notion of innocence merely
reinforce the notion that punishing the wrongdoers is a divine mandate.
They perpetuate the gelf-righteocus, dichotomous dualisms of oppressor and
oppressed--portrayals of oppressors as one-dimensionally evil and victims

as helpless women and children to be pitied or helped rather than as active

®Hughes, God of Surpriges, 38.

¥gee also: Ervin Staub who does not write in the context of Christian
community but sees this as a function of schools: "Individual and Societal
{Group) Values in a Motivational Perspective and Their Role in Benevolence
and Harmdoing," in Social and Moral Values: Individual and Societal
Perspectives, ed. Eisenberg, Reykowski, and Staub, 58-59.

“chap. 1:18
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agents who can make conscious choices.® Just as I discovered in my own
work, Brock argues that her work forced her to understand that the idea of
innocence serves to polarize and to isolate individuals into solitary worlds
of suffering.” She emphasizes that we live in complex relationships in
which our vulnerability to be abused and our potential to be abusive are
part of who we all are as human beings. We need to learn to be strong,
dubious, caring, and wise, to tolerate ambiguity, to develop creative
imagination, to be agents of our own lives, to taks responsibility to
alleviate pain, and to sustain the loving bonds that keep people alive.®
She argues that only if we give up the notion of innocence and accept our
responsibility to lessen evil and to acknowledge that we do have some power
can we attain hcpe.
Sheldrake also attacks the idea of innocence declaring that
spirituality should neither shield us from the darker side of human
experience by protecting us in an artificial world nor preserve a kind
of innocence that is, in effect, human and spiritual immaturity.®
Conventional wisdom along with theology has tended to view sexual relations
as the line of demarcation between innocence and worldliness. However, the

longer that children are considered to remain in a state of innocence--the

longer their sexuality will be denied and the longer they will be situated

S'Rita Nakashima Brock, "Losing Your Innocence but Not Your Hope," in
Reconstructing the Christ Symbol: Egsays in Feminist Christoloqy, ed.
Maryanne Stevens (New York: Paulist Press, 1993), 43, 46. Schultz argues
that victim-offender dichotomies wrongly Lonvey'phy51cal trauma which occurs
in 5-10% of cases and fail to deal with consenting rec1procal sexual
activities which may not be damaging: see Schultz, "Child Sexual Abuse in
Historical Perspective," 28.

“Brock, "Losing Your Innocence," 37.

®Brock, "Losing Your Innocence," 41-46, 50.

$sheldrake, Images of Holiness, 32.
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outside the human race in a paradisiacal world. For as psychology reminds
us, sexuality is central to being human.®

Moreover, as psychotherapist Rollo May sees it, a "pseudoinnocence"
capitalizes on naiveté and has a fixation on the past. It amounts to
blinders which (1) render things seemingly simple and easy; (2) perpetuate
earlier attitudes; (3) close one off from realities that confront humankind;
{4) prevent one from coming to terms with one’s own as well as another’s
destructiveness and capacity for evil; (5) deny one’s history; (6) shield
one from growth, taking responsibility and new awareness of human joys and
suffering; and (7} fail to lead to spirituality.®

Theologians have taken a mechanistic and act-oriented approach to
sexuality.” Consequently, they have failed woefully to address the richer
notion of gexuality which acknowledges children as inherently sexual beings.
Sexuality, to use Sheldrake’s terms, "must be related to what it is to be
holy."®  An adequate sex education should aim to humanize the sexual

function by enncbling and refining it. It should enable the infant to make

“gtill, the notion that children ave imnocent and asexual persists.
Recommendations published in July, 19291, by the American Bishops Ad Hoc
Committee on Sexual Abuse included the following aimg: "to continue to
assist victims and to lead molesters into recovery so that children can live
innocent and trusting lives. . . . it is easy tc forget that at the root of
our struggle is to reclaim the innocence of a child. To protect that
innocence . . . we must identify, monitor and care about the anxieties and
fears that accompany all discussion on human sexuality:" see Father
Connors [Canice] /Bishops’ Meeting, "Subcommittee Head Introduces Think Tank
Recommendations, " Origins 23, no. 7 (1 July 1993): 106. Such a perspective
presents childhood innocence as a vulnerability beset by so many adversaries
that it necessitates protective custody. Within the gay movement, youth
rejected the category of innocents in need of protection and fought to be
recognized and treated as equal participants in the battle for integration
into social and political structures: see Thorstad, "Man/Boy Love," 253,

255-256. '"Innocence is . . . seen as being defiled, slipping away, not what
it used to be:" see Kincaid, Child-lLoving, 73.

%Rollo May, Power and Innocence: A Search for the Sources of Viclence
(New York: Norteon, 1972), 49, 63-64, 259,

“andré Guindon, "Sexual Acts or Sexual Lifestyles? A Methodological

Problem in Sexual Ethics," £glise et Théologie 18, no. 3 (October 1987):
315-340,

®Sheldrake, Images of Holiness, 30.
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the transition from a state of complete dependency to one of responsible
interrelationship with others. However, such refinement is only possible
if society recognizes that children are sexual beings.

hreas of change are fraught with difficulty; the difficulty lies in
the challenge which confronts us. What will happen? Once we start any ball
of change rolling, we don‘t know where it will roll. Will it lead to
enrichment and not be destructive? Recognizing children as sexual beings
entails acknowledgement of one’s own children as sexual, which in turn may
draw one too close te incestuocus musing. To concede that children are
sexual is to threaten exposure of one’'s own sexual feelings. The reader,
however, ought not to take the assertion that children are sexual too far
and assume that it is a justification of pedophilia. A pedophile who acts
out his sexual desires towards children is still culpable and needs to take
responsibility for dealing with his behaviour.

A person in the interpersonal order of conscicusness will have
difficulty owning and expressing anger.® Rather than creating guilt about
strong feelinge such as anger, theologians would better serve people at this
level of consciousness by demonstrating how such feelings can be possible
channels for growth and movement into higher levels of consciousness. As
Sheldrake posits:

Passion, for all its dangers, needs uncaging if we are to move towards

completeness as human beings and if our walking with Christ in faith

is to pass beyond the cerebral and the emoticnally anaemic. The
trouble with the ambiguity of passion is that we sgense that we cannot
get it in order on our own and so run away not only from our humanity
but in a sense from God as well.”
To dive into our darkest depths where passion dwells and to wrestle with ite
ambigucus nature is to confront the desert experience of faith and to meet
God.

Nevertheless, as Joann Wolski Conn notes, danger lurks in that people

in this balance who have experienced abuse, feel angry but do not always

“Kegan, Evolving Self, 97.

MSheldrake, Images of Holiness, 37.
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express it. This individual may be viewed by religious counselors or faith
communities as "long-suffering," "patient," or ‘"carrying the cross."
Speaking from the perspective not only of feminist tlhieclogy bhut also Kegan's
constructive-developmental model, Conn peintg out that such interpretations
serxrve ‘o reinforce immaturity and to prevent the person from moving into
self-ownership of feelings.”" The interpersonal individual may be afraid
to question and to search for meaning lest he disrupt the approval and
affection of others, undermine present comfort and social position, destroy
pleasant associations accumulated in childhood or the security which had
been enjoyed since the Incorporative Stage of dinfancy. Should this
individual be a health care professional, there is a further danger that
unresolved anger will be displaced onto persons in her care, especially onto
those who have a history of being abusive such as the pedophile.

Further, with the emerging conception of oneself and others, the
Interpersonal Self is also now capable of mutuality, empathy, and coordinat-
ing different points of view. The individual becomes aware that in
continuity with oneself, people with separate histories and identities feel
pleasure and pain. Conseguently, one’s empathid response not only becomes
aroused and possibly intensified but alsoc becomes combined with a mental
representation of another’s 1life condition and distress. Rollo May’'s

definition of empathy parallels that of The Collins English Dictionary which

defines empathy as "the power of understanding and imaginatively entering
into another person’s feelings."” For May, understanding--as difZerenti-
ated from ideal love--is a human possikility which involves undexrstanding
our enemies as well as our friends.” 1In these days of global communica-

tions, argues May, we can no longer remain oblivious to needs, joys, and

"Joann Conn, Spirituality and Maturity, 55-56.

"patrick Hanks, ed., Colling Dictionary of the English Laanguage, 2d ed.
{London & Glasgow: Collins, 1986).

“May, Power and Innocence, 258.
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woes of those bereft of power, whether these people be convicts or the poor,
Furthermore, it ig in understanding that one finds the beginnings of
compassion and charity.

However, as Staub emphasizes: "Empathy does not arise out of nowhere
in response to another person’s emotional state."™ Here again, theclogians
can assist in arousing an empathic response by exposing people throughout
life to the plight--the suffering and the wvulnerability--of entire groups
of people such as the poor, the oppressed, and the cutcast. People can be
helped to acquire the ability to form mental representations of biblical
situations in which Jesus encountered those who had been marginalized or
oppressed. A question needing to be posed is that of theologian Micheline
Lagué: Quelle image de Dieu, de la créature humaine sont proposées aux
disciples du Christ?” How did Jesus respond to those pushed to the
community’s fringe? What are the characteristics of Jesus’ ministry ameng- -
and relationships with--those viewed as outcasts? Life-giving? Loving?

As I noted in chapter four, the content of the Interperscnal Self’s
attitudes is determined by one’s structure of reasoning and by the values,
norms and roles of cne’s culture. The third order of consciousness is the
traditionalist mind which is faithful to the family values, religion, myths,
and prejudices. In chapter one I illustrated how the phencmenon of
pedophilia has been fraught with a combination of myths, devaluating stereo-
types, and a past history or tradition of punishment. The interpersonal
caregiver is subject to internmalizing all of this traditien if it is par:
of the "life-surround." Mere adoption of attitudes that already exist in
one’'s life-surround is not adequate. Caregiver-as-evolving means openness
to growth into a truly Christian existence and to all manifestations of the
presence of God in one’s life-surround. One discovers one’s true self and

purpose in Christ. Furthermore, one is also capable of constructing values

“Ervin Staub, Positive Social Behavior and Morality, Vol. 2 (New York:
Academic Press, 1979), 269.

BLagué, "Mé&me souche," 251,
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and ideals and orienting to nurture and affiliation. Christianity espouses
particular values. The repeated acts of kindness and compassionate treat-
ment by Jesus of societal subgroups can go a long way to instilling Chris-
tian values of caring and compassion and proscocial modes of behaviour in the
hearts and minds of people. A truly incarnational spirituality involves an
explicitly social dimension and draws usg into confrontation with major
contemporary issues. So too Sheldrake argues th. - '"no contemporary spirit-
uality can be effective without being rooted in social compassion."”

The Institutional Self is a career, a work role. Jewish theclogian
Carol Ochs argues that what it means to be created in the image of God holds
out promise of an identity that is worth the journey; bﬁt cautions one not
to reduce oneself to a mere collection of roles, traits or performances.”
One igs far .nore than any or all of the many roles one plays in life.

Ideology is also essential to the institutional balance. As Staub
observed, ideologies combine sets of value orientations and goals, beliefs,
and justifications and usually identify an ideal social organization, which
is perceived to represent an improved way of life or a better world for all
humanity.” If an ideology of hostility toward pedophiles has evolved,
clear lines of demarcation will have been established and will deterxmine who
can or cannot be a member of the self as ingtitution and of the religious
institution with which the person is identified.

As George Soares-Prabhu and Babad et al. point out, religious institu-
tions have highly prejudiced depictions which they continue to foster and
to spread concerning their nonadherents or outgroups. Many believers embed-
ded in the institutional balance feel they have no alternmative but to

conform with and to internalize these learned prejudices if they are to

Sheldrake, Images of Holiness, 16.

Tcarol Ochs, Song of the Self: Biblical Spirituality and Human
Holiness (Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press International, 1994}, 7.

®gtaub, "Individual and Societal Values," 56-57.
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remain within group ranks.” However, unconditional love bears no preju-
dice. Therefore, theologians need to challenge caregivers to enter into the
gospel stories, to see that Jesus was free of group prejudices toward
outcasts, and to proclaim the freedom and love of Christ as the end of
prejudice.

The institutional balance is able to recognize but not to tolerate
emoticnal conflict. When there exist problems to be solved, that is when
conflict chiefly occurs. Theologians have a responsibility to demonstrate
that conflict is not necessarily negative. In fact it can enable one to
explore ambiguity and inspire aspects of spiritual development.® Indeed,
writing on the place of conflict in the 1life of Paul, Carlos Mesters does
not sanctify conflict; however, he emphasizes that it is impossible to have
a spirituality without some conflict and conflict can be a source of fresh
waters--of faith, hope, and love.® Moreover, not only was conflict very
mich a part of Jesus’ ministry, but he himself stated: "It is not peace I
have come to bring, but a gword" (Mt. 106: 34; Lk 12: 51). The very
experience of God is profoundly unsettling and conflict-provoking because
of the radical demands it makes on personsg and on society.¥ That is why,
explains Rahner,

the modern spirituality of the Christian involves courage for sclitary

decision contrary to public opinien . . . such a solitary courage

. . . can exist only if it lives out of a wholly personal experience
of God and his Spirit.®

"George Soares-Prabhu, "The Unprejudiced Jesus and the Prejudiced
Church,~ The Way 27, no. 1 (January 1987): 4-14; Babad, Birnmbaum, and
Benne, Social Self, 104-105.

®Hanna, Myer, and Ottens, "Early Religious Training," 38.

8icarlos Mesters, Paul: le travailleur ¢ui annoncait 1‘Bvangile
{(Montreal: Editions Paulines, 1992), 88,

)“George Soares-Prabhu, "Jesus and Conflict," The Way 26, no. 1 (January
1986) : 14-23.

®Rahner, Practice of Faith, 21-22.
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To the extent that any religion, including Christianity, becomes
institutionalized, "it inevitably develops a competitive and hostile
attitude towards other rival groups which contest its claims" and tends
towards in-group exclusivism.® The history of pedophilia is marked with
tragic manifestations of "Christian prejudice" against "out-groups". The
results of such an attitude have been destructive and even deadly, revealing
how easily Christian espousal of the love of Christ evaporates. We fear
examining our prejudices and stereotypes too deeply lest we discover
something within ourselves that undermines our cherished self-image.
Meeting the stereotyped "other" face-to-face reveals that pedophiles are
like each and every one of us--human. For Cardman, "The ability to embrace
otherness while honouring difference is the beginning of compassion."® She
rejects the idea that difference is equated with otherness.

Rather, difference and particularity are understood as essential

elements of reality and the basis of any authentic . . . relationship.

Real difference and real connection demand a multiplicity of view-

points, of subjects, of experiences. . . . Reorienting oneself to

pluralism is a spiritual as well as an epistemological and practical
pProcess. It regquires a radical decentring on the part of the
privileged whose reality has occupied the centre.®

Awareness of this reality is the beginning of changing attitudes.

Kegan notes that the institutiomal individual begins to sense that
something is missing. Oche also sees something missing in the Western
notion of autonomous self, namely, the influence of love. "Because of God's
love," ghe argues, "the world comes to us organized through . the song
of our consciousness."¥ Fear gives rise to the establishment of

boundaries, divisions, and absolutes by the Institutional Self; but it is

understanding and love which play critical roles in casting out fear. God’'s

8Mgoares-Prabhu, "Unprejudiced Jesus," 10. See also Philip Sheldrake,
"Conversion from Prejudice," The Way 27, no. 1 (January 1987): 25-33.

¥rardman, "Liberating Compassion," 11.
%cardman, "Liberating Compassion," 8.

¥ochs, Song of the Self, 77.
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love enables us to develop the fresdom to compose from available sources and
to be creative. Ochs holds that

love breaks down the otherness of the other and allows us to see the

shared role we play in the whole. We have seen God’'s love but have

not recognized our own. Our capacity to love and our need to be

nourished by others’ love suggests that ‘autonomy’ is not as central

to our existence as interconnection.®
While individuality is real at the institutional level of consciousness, it
is not ultimate in the larger scheme of things. The self can no longer be
defined narrowly and located in terms of an independent self but rather as
the self in relatedness with God and with others.

Hence, the Institutional Self needs to be encouraged to explore the
role of community. Rahner believes people need to find the

*God for us’ who opens the doors on infinite space for the human deed

and the adventure of living, who enjoins responsibility, and who

encourages human beings to make their own decisions.¥®
Moreover, in Rahner’s view, a professional needs to develop "a positive
relationship between cone’s profession, its ideals and realities, on the one
hand, and a life lived in faith on the other." The person needs to be
critical of the "partial blindness to human realities" characteristic of the
methodology and "subject matter" of every profession.¥®

Nevertheless, common at this level of conscicusness is the doubt
engendered by visible hypocrisy, encouraged grovelling, bigotry and failures
on the part of leadership, as well as limits set on the free exercise of
intelligence in institutional religion.” The history of punishment by the
Church which I traced in chapter one may cause some to shudder and to

question the excesses committed in the name of Christ. If the individual

is going to be able to view religion with a positive attitude, theologians

¥0chs, Song of the Self, 77.
¥Rahner, Practice of Faith, 126-127.
®WRahner, Practice of Faith, 127.

"Allport, The Individual and Religion, 118-119; Winter, "Conclusions
and Recommendations," in Report of Sexual Abuge of Children by Clergy.
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will need to work hard to assist the individual to revise imagery and
theology while encountering day-to-day discrepancies between Christian
ideals and actions--collisions between beliefs and increasing experience of
participating in Christian community. If theoclogy is to be vigorous and
have any import at all in everyday life, it must be subjected to questioning
and criticism. If the spiritual element and growth are not given special
significance within the Christian community and if we are not open to
encountering God within both ourselves and others, religion can degenerate
into worship of an ideology or an idolatry of the institution.

Kegan remarks that social class as well as institutionalized religion
can make growth difficult.® The self needs to alter fundamentally its
relationship to both.” Christian theology views men and women as being
responsible for the world in which they live and stresses the importance of
the historical perspective for theological consideration. The Christian
community, according to Rahner, needs to look to the past and to take
responsibility for its actions, particularly those which are narrow,
destructive, alienating and punitive and reveal the depths of malice.
Rahner summons the Church to live out a spirituality that "learns over and
over again positively and negatively from the Church’s past."* RAccording-
ly, he asserts that the spirituality of the future will be a spirituality
according to Matthew 25,

one related te the living God, who has revealed himself in the history

of humanity, who has established himself in his most intimate

reality--even as basic ground, as innermost dynamism and flnal end--at
the very heart of the world and the humanity created by him®
whether that be in his nakedness, hunger, or impriscnment--or in "the least

of these brothers of mine" (Mt. 25: 40).

“Kegan, Over Qur Heads, 277.

*“Kegan, Over Our Heads, 275.

%Rahner, Practice of Faith, 14-15, 18-19.

%Rahner, Practice of Faith, 18.
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The danger inherent at the institutional level of consciousness is
that of building the faith community into a fortress to keep "others" out--
by naming pedophiles "outcasts." No awareness can exist of a veiled
presence of God in this social issue. We try to contain God in our
institution, but God is very much alive in those we cast ocut. b5An implied
yardstick of acceptability or inclusivity stands at odds with a vision of
faith community where all are welcome and persons are challenged to deal
redemptively with differences. Moral exclusiveness denies the imperfections
of real communities, abets further wrongdoing by creating the conditions
necessary for justifying cruel punitive measures and thus proceeds along the
continuum of destruction of community.

Chrigtian caregivers would do better to examine their own experien-
ces--corporately and individually--not only of abusive behaviour but also
of being accepted, loved, and healed. Being in wvital touch with our own
pain and healing creates the possibility for compassion. Facing the
destructive behaviour within ourselves breaks through the barriers that
separate us. As the body of Christ, we are made up of many parts. One part
cannot say to the cother, "I have no need of you. . . . On the contrary, the
parts of the body which seem to be weaker are indispensable" (1 Cor. 12:
21-22). We must continually ask ourselves: What is it like to be labelled
a "gex offender," "pervert," or "scum of the earth," to be the brunt of
societal venom, to feel excluded, left out. Is Jesus not someone who came
that all might be healed and live life to the full?

The Interindividual Self is oriented to postideological construction,
contradiction and paradox, open to reevaluation and dialectical process.
Kegan illustrates the self’'s post-conventionality and "qualitatively more
expanded form of connection" by drawing upon a significant Rabbinical legend
recorded in the Passover Haggadah,® an ancient collection of Hebrew stories

and prayers commemorating the Jewish people’s exodus from Egyptian captivi-

¥Kegan, Evolving Self, 68-69.
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ty. God was frequently deemed the possession of one group of people. Yet,
at the moment in the Seder Liturgy of recounting the ten plagues

God is represented as saying, reproachfully, to His angels, who joined

in the song of jubilation chanted by the Zsraelites upon the overthrow

of their enemies in the Red Sea: ‘What! the works of My hands are

sunk in the waters, yet ye can sing songs before Me!’"
This powerful and very moving legend epitomizes the capacity of people to
transcend the controlling context of one’s group and to create a "wider
community in which to participate, to which to be connected, for which to
direct . . . concern."® The Rabbis of the second century chose to magnify
God’'s largesse and to diminish any sense of vengefulness and to qualify the
festive feeling toward a day marked by a disaster to one part of the human
race. Thus, they reveal what Kegan terms "a supervening affection toward
something else, toward something that looks more like the human community,
the community of all persons,"® toward which they feel even more strongly
compelled.

Ochs™ argues that one can turn to the Bible™ to see that the
process of breaking down dualisms transpires slowly throughout the Hebrew
scripteves and the history of the Children of Israel. In a similar fashion
the Talmud plays out the tension of opposites and emphasizes that both Jews
and Egyptians are God’s children--the work of God’s hands. To my mind, this
universal perspective challenges any one group’s narrow interests and
suggests that one can find Ged in and through the events of history which

includes the reality of pedeophilia. Ochs comments that

YTewg, Liturgy and Ritual, The Haggadah, trans. with Introduction and
Notes by Cecil Roth; illustrator, Donia Nachshen (London: Soncino Press,
1975), 27-28.

FKegan, Evolving Self, 71, 230.

¥regan, Evelving Self, 70.

Wochs refexs to the game story but as noted in the Jewish Talmud: see
Ochs, Song of the Self, 10-11; Babylonian Talmud. Megillah 10b.

Wlsee also: Richard G. Shepard, "Biblical Progression As Moral
Development: The Analogy and Its Implications," Journal of Psychology and
Theology 22, no. 3 (Fall 1994}: 182-186.
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we cannot become our authentic self--the person we are meant to be--by

suppressing our identification with other people. . . . We do not

achieve this self by slaying the Egyptians, cheating Esau, or casting

out Hagar, nor do we achieve it in competition with others. God .

does not play favorites. We achieve our authentic self by loving God.

. . The self that is constricted to mean ‘me, not you’ or ‘we, not

them’ is always at risk and in need of defense. But the self that

expands to include not only the Children of Israel but the Egyptians

as well can stretch out, relax, and be loved by God.'®
Initially, the Children of Israel were "held" by the victory 3ong at the
Sea.® Through it they were able to gain and to express a sense of
community. The song provided comfort for an earlier form of self but also
was foundational for reflection and future interpretation of their relation-
ship to God. The future entailed further revelatory experiences throughout
the continuous unfolding of their lives and the realization as expressed in
the Talmud that all are children of God. Juxtaposing pairs of opposites
upsets the usual way of constructing reality. If one were to dwell on this
Talmudic interpretation cone could ask: Are not pedophiles analogous to the
Egyptians? BAre they not also God’s children?

Thus freed from being moored to social institutions and a collectieon
of roles, the Interindividual Self becomes aware that meazniny is "bound up
with the larger Creation with which we were called into being and of which
we are a part, and with the Creator who has called us forth."™ The person
at this order of consciousness, thus freed, is keenly aware that at the
heart of the self is inexhaustible mystery. The task of a theologian
dealing with a mystery, as Charles Journet tells us, "is to do away with

phrases which diminish the mystery."'” Unless, argues Bechtle, theology

is rooted in a sense of mystery and seeks to grapple with a God through

“Ochs, Song of the Self, 13.

Mochs, Song of the Self, 49-50.

"™ochs, Song of the Ss1f, 6.

Charles Journet, The Meaning of Evil, trans. Michael Barry {London:
G. Chapman, 1963), 14. See also: Michael J. Dodds, "Thomas Aguinas, Human

Suffering, and the Unchanging Love of God," Theological Studies 52 (1991):
330, 342-343.
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reflection and conversion, it remains inarticulate for itself and for
others--vacuous and infertile.'™ However, as Rahner cautions: mystery
does not deny finding ourselves in confusing situations with no simple
golutions. Rather, "‘mystery’ means confusion in hope."'” As we co-create
and enter into uncharted ways of dealing with pedophiles, we are confronted
with pedophilia as mystery; for as I noted in chapter one, science has
failed to reveal its aetiology.

The Interindividual Self is able to recognize that there is a deeper
meaning to pedophilia than what can be explained by medical science and is
yet to be discovered. The task which lies before theologians is to help
caregivers to find that deeper meaning. Kegan views the human person as
both question and answer. For Rahner, through the coming of God’'s kingdom
and the resurrection Jesus

is now both the question and the answer present in human life. He is

the ultimate answer . . . the word of God to us, the answer to the oae

question which we ourselves are, a question nc longer about a

particular detail, but the universal question, about God.'®
From this position Rahner does not presuppose that Christians have "final®
angwers which can solve everything.'® Rather, he is concerned with the

basic structure of who we are as questioners; for the experience of radical

questioning is the means by which "we become conscious of ourselves as

selves "'

That the subject never ceases to ask questions is an irreduc-
ible datum. To be Christian, however, is to allow oneself to "sink into the
incomprehensible mystery" and not to "regard any experience, any understand-

ing (however good and illuminating . . .) as final, as inteliligible in

Wpechtle, "Convergences in Theology," 310-213.
pahner, Practice of Faith, 17.

‘Bpahner, Practice of Faith, 9-10.

Wpahner, Practice of Faith, 7.

Wanne E. Carx, "Starting with the Human," in A World of Grace, ed. Leo
J. O'Donovan (New York: Crossroad, 1980), 19.



220

themselves. """ Therefore, for Rahner, we are compelled to take the person
seriously.

For Kegan "the reasons why we are drawn to others, especially to their
welfare, are surely mysterious . . . but . . . harken back to . . . the
activity of meaning.""? Theologically, it is the presence of God in
ourself, in the other, in beinyg, which attracts us and enables us to love.
Concern, caring, trust, compassion, and love are just a few of the bonds
that all of us are expected to share. Bechtle emphasizes that

theological anthropology, to be complete, has to take with complete

and utter sericusness the whole landscape of the human. To be human

is to exist with others, not accidentally but radically. The degree

and intensity and quality of ocur relating to one another is indeed a

matter of our choice, but the fact of our being related, on inter-

personal, societal and historical levels, is not.'?

That we are created in God’s image and in relationship can be reassur-
ing but alsc challenging--maybe even frightening. Society views the
pedophile as somecone to be cast aside, to be annihilated perhaps. Yet,
speaking of Jesus, Peter reminds us that "the stone rejected by the builders
has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men
down" (1 Peter 2:7-8). Paul confirms for the Corinthian Church how
illogical the language of the cross may seem by emphasizing:

It was to shame the wise that God chose what is foolish by human

reckoning; those whom the world thinks common and contemptible are the

ones that God has chosen--those who are nothing at all to show up
those who are everything. The human race has nothing to boast about
to God, but God has made you members of Christ Jesus and by God's
doing he has become our wisdom, and cur virtue, and our holiness, and

our freedom. (1 Cor. 1:27-30)

Indeed, pedophilia is scandal and folly for human reason. Pedophile Tom

O’Carroll, in his presentation of the pedophile’s perspective, challenges

and perhaps threatens our capacity to reason and to theologize, as follows:

'"Rahner, Practice of Faith, 6-7. See also: Hughes, God of Surprises,

3t.

"Kegan, Evolwving Self, 19.

P"Bechtle, "Convergences in Theology," 309.
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I could not believe that it was right that the love inside me should
be repressed, crushed, aborted. It had to be there for a purpose.
It had to be there to do good with. I‘m not a Christian. I don't
believe in God, but at times I wish I did, because then at least I
could appeal to the idea that I have been made as I am as part of His

Great Purpose, and my love made accordingly.'™
O'Carroll’s struggle with his sexual identity movingly expresses the
taste of mystery that is so intimately interwoven into the fabric of
people’s lives and into soclal situations of impasse. In a time of
financial cutbacks, many see priorities crying out for time, effort, and
meney other than this perplexing problem in our society, particularly in our
health care system. Yet somehow for me, the pedophilic patient is
prophetic. Like any one of us, the pedophile asks to be recognized as a
human being, to be loved with a love that expresses care and understanding;
but it is a risk to love someone whose very being has failed so radically
to fit the norms of society. The cry of the marginalized iz demanding. In
some unspecified way, they teach us about the depths of human existence and
the utter mystery of being human--about cur own vulnerability but alsoc about
humility. Moreover, the pedophile deeply knows moments of Christ’s
experience, the anguish of abandonment in the garden, the agony and
desolation of being driven outside of the walls of the city, and the utter
forsakenness of the cross. To appropriate and articulate theologically such
personal and social experiences of impasse, Bechtle asgerts, "one has to
speak the language of paradox, of conflict, of the cross."'" One must
struggle with the ways in which God hears and is present to human

experience.

MgrCarroll, Paedophilia, 18. A similar sentiment on the part of
Michael, a homosexual ephebophile, toward an 18 year-old male was also
caught by novelist Iris Murdoch in The Bell as follows: "He wag conscious
of such a fund of love and goodwill for the young creature beside him. It
could not be that God intended such a spring of love to be gquenched utterly,
There must, there must be a way in which it could be made a power for good.
Michael did not in that instant feel that it would be difficult tc make it
go:" see Murdoch, The_ Bell (London, England: Chatto & Windus, 1958;
London, England: Penguin Books, 1962), 157.

Bachtle, "Convergences in Theology," 310.
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God is present to us in a complex way that no one theclogy can
encompass. Unless there is an ultimate reality, a love and a compassion
that transcends our world, we can never speak of a God who sent his son into
human history to heal our world. God as unconditional love is crucial for
human hope. Only if God is incarmate in all beings can we ultimately make
any positive sense of the pedophile’s longing for meaning and purpose. The
problem is one of balancing understanding and explanation with :he sense of
mystery.

In Kegan’s mind support for this struggle "is not alone an affective
matter but a matter of knowing; a matter of shape, as well as intensity."!®
In my view, it is the gift of knowing and growth which permits caregivers’
faith to be enlightened about the complexity of pedophilia and permits the
health care milieu tc be caring. Therefore, the task facing theologians is
to help professional caregivers to obtain a knowledge of pedophilia; to come
to know and to re-know the pedophile as person; and to become those into
whose face the pedophile can look and see love reflected. For as Kegan
confidently claims:

Long-term relations and life in a community of considerakle duraticn

‘ may be essential . . . if we are to be ahle to recollect ourselves.
They may be essential to the human coherence of our lives, a ccherence
wnich is not found from locking inteo the faces of those who relieve
us because we can see they know nothing of us when we were less than
curselves, but from locking into the faces of those who relieve us
because they reflect cur history in their faces, faces which we can
look into finally without anger or shame, and which look back at us
with love.'"

Within such an enviromment and without fear of how it appears to others or
the worry of negative scornful reactiong from caregivers, the pedophilic

person can attain a greater degree of freedom to be more honest, factual,

and insightful about himself and begin to reshape life, thoughts, feelings,

V¥¥egan, "There the Dance," 432,

"Kegan, "There the Dance," 434; idem, Evolving Self, 218.
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personal and social relations, and sexual interests.'®™ To the degree that
pedophiles are enabled to do this, both their interests and those of society
will be served.

Further, to live out the likeness of Jesus, we are called to be
compassionate. Compassion, for Matthew Fox, is a spirituality of maturity
and "a way of living and walking through life."'"” To be compassionate
presupposes growth over a period of time--movement beyond the "beginning
stages of spiritual searching to a fuller stage of dialectical living"™
that "seeks tc know and to understand the inter-connections of all
things."'® 1In fact, Fox views compassion that is truly directed outward
as the new word for transcendence!'® The Gospel message presents a
realization of this growth process. Regarding compassion Cardman comments:

Acceptance of the reality and the otherness of our own pain allows us
to be touched by the pain of others. Compassion does not confuse the
reality of the other with ocur own, or seek to overcome the pain of
separation by the imposition of sameness. It acknowledges distance
and limitation, yet reaches beyond them in love. . . . Compassicnate
love moves us to action, impelling us to struggle against suffering
and injustiece. . . . in refusing to allow evil to break the bonds of
relationship, a spirituality of compassion extends the possibilities
of life for all of us. . . . Compassion is both the mother and the
daughter of hope. . . . In its turn, such hope generates the energy
that allows us to extend the reach of our compassion.'?

The 1link between compassion and hope'™ brings us back to Kegan who

describes the human evolutionary process of meaning-making as the activity

¥cgrd, "Case for Treatment, " 13-17; Berlin, "Biomedical Perapective and
Biomedical Treatment," 118; Berlin and Schaerf, "Assessment of Paraphilias
and Treatment," 302; Tingle et al., "Characteristics of Pedophiles," 108.

H9vatthew Fox, A Spirituwality Named Compasgion and the Healing of the
Global Village, Humpty Dumpty and Us {San Francisca: Harper & Row, 1979),
17, 30, 83.

Wpox, Spirituality Named Compasgsion, 17.
Rlpox, Spirituality Named Compassgion, 23, 84.
Zpox, Spirituality Named Compassion, 16.

BCardman, "Liberating Compassion," 11.

Mpox, Spirituality Named Compassion, vi.
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of hope.'” Here theologians have a responsibility to proclaim confidently
Christ‘s call to a spirituality of compassion. For what mental health
professionals working with pedophiles most need is an evolving spirituality
of compassion that helps and supports them to recognize the presence of
Christ in their work.

Kegan emphasizes that growth and change can be costly for both the
individual growing and the faith community of which the person is a member.
Fowler also recognizes that one who has experienced a structural change in
faith "finds it difficult to relate to the members of one’s previous network
of sustaining relations in faith . . . due to one’'s new ways of seeing and
being."'® Religious traditions in which people grew up may be deemed no
longer adegquate wvessels for the fundamental character of their current
representation of ultimacy.'” If the community is not to lose its member,
it must function fruitfully at many evolutionary levels, committing itself
less to any particular evolutionary level than to the very process itself.

In the view of Jacques Maritain,

it ie by no means easy to achieve impartiality and justice when

dealing with problems that are orchestrated to the multitudinous

sensibilities of human anguish and passion.'®
In Kegan's framework it is people in the interindividual balance who are
able to grapple with such tensions, who are able to exercise their authority
on behalf of facilitating the development of those around them, and who

thereby have the qualities of leadership.'®

'“Kegan, Evolving Self, 45.

"*James Fowler, “Stages of Faith and Adults’ Life Cycles," in Faith
Development in the Adult Life Cycle, ed. Kenneth Stokes (New York: William
H. Sadlier, 1982), 197,

'""Kegan, "There the Dance," 434-435; idem, Qvexr OQur Heads, 276.

¥Jacques Maritain, True Humanism, trans. M.R. Adamson (London:
Geoffrey Bles, 1941), wviii.

'""Kegan and Lahey, "Adult Leadership," 226.
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Love of God and love of neighbour obtain to a relationship of mutual
conditioning to such an extent that Rahner can c¢laim that

All love of neichbor is, by Jesus’ own statement, love for him. .

There is no love for God that is not, in itself, already a love for

neighbor; and love for God only comes to its own identity through its

fulfilment in a love for neighbor. Only one who loves his or her

neighbor can know whe God actually is. And only one who ultimately

loves God . . . can manage unconditionally to abandon himself ox
herself to another person.'™

Love 15 an encounter with the God who makes each person capable of love.
How one congtructs what is self and what is other is, for Kegan, how one
constructs truth.'™” However, for Rahner, "truth is the consciousness of
the person who gives himself or herself to others in love."'¥

Likewise, Macquarrie stresses that a human person is not an isolated
being, but rather a "being-with-others. "™ A focus on the salvation of the
individual at the expense of the rest of humankind is a distortion of
Christian soteriology; for there is no development into a whole person
without relationships to other persons--because we are bound one to another
in this web of life. In light of the theological notion of humankind, the
relationship between the individual pergon and the social ordering of human
life is one of responsibility; for we are all capable of becoming fully
human, loving beings.

In Christian terms, by becoming one with us, Christ summons each of
us to wholeness and unites all of us in Him. "The belief of being bound to
a personal God consists, to a very important degree, of an ethical concep-
tion of life."™ Ag religious studies specialist Antonio Gualtieri argues,
a religious tradition, through its myths, sets of values, rituals, explicit

codes, world view, material culture, presuppositions about reality, personal

Wpahner, Practice of Faith, 8, 136.

B'¥egan, Evolving Self, 114,

pahner, Practice of Faith, 12.

“Macquarrie, "Theology of Personal Being," 177.

rergote, "Dynamics of the Family," 109.
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paradigms, and participation in a community way of 1life, communicates
ontological and normative attitudes towards the world that have decisive
impact on morality and lifestyle.'®

The thec.ogical perspective which I have presented, I believe rests
comfortably with French theolcgian Maurice Bellet’s view of morality which
follows:

La morale est d’abord l'art de vivre; elle partage de l’'art le golt

créatif, la liberté, le désir d’'oeuvrer, communigquer, le sens de la
maturation et de l'essai, la présence du corps et de la matiére et
selon ce qu’ils sont--la peinture ou la danse, c¢'est esprit et
matidre, et l'un par l’autre.’
In short, concludes Bellet, "la morale est l'art d'aimer . . . paroles et
acticns--pas seulement comme actes mais comme réalisation." It is "dans le
fruit, dans ce qui se donne de l’&tre humain et va wvers l'autre."' In
addition, like spirituality, ethics presupposes a lived experience and a
personal grasp of moral values.™ In my view, what humankind does about
pedophilia will be determined largely by our values, attitudes, and beliefs;
the manner in which we love; and the gpirituality by which our lives are
moved, and guided.

The principle of self-transcendence, integral to constructive-

developmental theory, assures us (1) of our potential for human development;

and (2) of our ability to change, to choose, and to create a health care

environment bhased on a paradigm that permits the process of meaning-making

antonioc R. Gualtieri, "Religiocus Cosmologies As Justifications of

Moralities," Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 22, no. 1 (1993): 21-

33. See also Vergote, "Dynamics of the Family," 90-114.

PMaurice Bellet, "L’Autre Référence: De la Morale Comme Art d’Aimer,"
La Vie Spirituelle Supplément 180/183 (Mars 1992): 24. See also: Robert
C. Fuller, Ecoloqy of Care: An Interdisciplinary Analvgis of the Self and
Moral Obligation, (Louisville, KY: Westmineter/John Knox, 1992), 11, 74,
T8.

'"Bellet, "De la Morale Comme Art d'Aimer," 24-25.

"¥andré Guindon, The Sexual Creators: An Ethical Proposal for Concerned
Christians (Lanham: University Press of America, 1986), 13. Thomas sees

human experience as giving "the internally obliging moral framework a deep
held upon all of us:" see Thomas, "Reality of the Moral Self," 5.
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and personal-development for all. As I demonstrated in chapter three,'V
this principle is employed in theological, psychological and ethical
projects. It explains why one can (a} anticipate escaping the powerful his-
torical and psychological forces that bind us to a preoccupation with
punishment; {(b) point persistently to a change beyond vengeance; and (c)
express hope of transcending each existing level of consciousness so that
a more-mature way of being-in-the-world may emerge and better modes of
discharging responsibilities can be created with regard to caring for
pedophiles. Furthermore, in Kegan’s view, Piaget's, Kohlberg's, and
Gilligan’s work suggests that people are natural ethicists.™ Since
Kegan's theory is Neo-Piagetian and Neo-Kohlbergian, it also implies

"natural ethics" which I shall now demonstrate.

5.2 The Ethical Aspect

"Ethics" has become the buzzword of the nineties, pacticularly eince
all are touched in some way by the ethical issues raised by biomedical
technology and health care. The issue of pedophilia occasions bitter
disputes: (1) communities demand to be informed by police when convicted
pedophiles are released from prison; (2) the public and the media demand
longer prison terms or the death penalty, claiming that a short prison
sentence for the pedophile offends the wvictim; {3) some bishops ban
pedophilic members from church premises; and (4) major controversies exist
about how to reconstruct the justice system and how to contain costs. Such
controversies grab our attention almost on a daily basis, captivate the
‘monsterizing’ aspect of our imagination, but fail to engage the creative
and constructive aspects. Because of the emotive quality of this issue, it
iy fodder for newspaper headlines and television documentaries. There is

scarcely an individual who has not read about, heard about and discussed,

¥chap. 23:121

gegan, "There the Dance," 406, 436; idem, "Kohlberg and Psychology,"
176.
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in all probability, this major societal issue; yet few recognize that it
also involves how we understand ourselves as human beings and that it is an
igsue in ethics. A better understanding of what it means to be fully human
has implications for arguments in ethics, if in no other way than to uander -
mine the punitive attitudes arising from a truncated notion of human devel-
opment. It Beems accurate to say that truly sophisticated ethical and
humane behaviour derives from the most complex order of human consciousness.
Kegan’'s levels of personality development have parallels in moral theology
and in the quality of being ethical.

In mociety’'s view, pedophilia is wrong--therefore punisghment is in
order. There is a tendency to go back to what is familiar--historically we
have severely punished pedophiles. Tugging relentlessly, ethics pulls us
forward. The task of ethics is to challenge pecple’s thinking by holding-up
what ought to--and can--be. Already we have done this concerning persons
with disabilities, women, and black people. Pedophilia represents a further
test case. Accordingly, we need a view of ethice that is not simply
juridical. This is where theoclegy not only enters, as I have shown, but
virtually explodes in our faces! This is also where Kegan’s constructive-
developmental framework proves helpful by revealing to mental health profes-
sionals the elements of, and barriers to, conditions that are necessary for
development of an ethic of care and a spirituality of compazsion.'¥ In
describing the role of theological ethics, Guindon states:

Christian faith refers to an anthropology and to an ethics which are

not of its own making. Te acknowledge that much in honesty and
humility is already a redeeming attitude.'®

Wlpox argues that while compassion includes ethics, it is not an ethical
sygtem. Being "the fullest experience of God that is humanly possible .
it blossoms and balloons to scmething greater than ethics--to celebration
of life and relief, where possible, of cthers’ pain:" see Fox, Spirituality
Named Compassion, 30.

"Guindon, Sexual Creators, 13.
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To speak of a theological ethies does not imply the existence of two
ethics.'® Rather, it suggests that ethics needs to reflect experiential
evidence as well as the authentic proclamation of faith, namely, the way in
which God relates to us in faith, and to bring this evidence and proclama-
tion to fruition in our daily lives. Furthermore, theological ethics is not
about God. ‘It is language about ourselves and about our action in the
world. "' Thus informed by our faith in God, theological ethiecs indirectly
speaks about Geod.

A handful of mental health care professicnals have begun to recognize
that existing punitive attitudes and criminogenic models have failed to
solve problems and meet needs of pedophilic persecns. They sense that
current paradigms are out of touch with reality itself and what it means to
be fully human. Central to the problem is the spectre of subordinating
humanity to the despotic whims of the pleasure/unpleasure principle,
idiosyncratic perceptions (i.e., monsterizing), or impulsive vengeance--
rather than allowing the therapeutic process to become instrumental in
developing and refining humankind to more-completely whole persons. By
incorporating an alternative theory--that of constructive-develcopment--into
the notion of mental health care, one can recognize that punishment is an
inadequate foundation for the well-being of patients. Ultimately,
attitudes, responsible decision making, and actions need to be rooted in
what it means to become fully human and to develop psychologically, physi
cally, spiritually, and ethically.

Havelock Ellis was cne of the earliest clinicians to become consciocus
of and concerned about physicians’ attitudes of horror toward patients who
came for help regar ilg "psychic sexual anomalies." Ellis found that

patients repeatedly conplained that their physicians had treated them as

Yenindon, Sexual Creators, 14.

“Guindon, Sexual Creators, 14-15.
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"vicious, wicked, perhaps disgusting persons."'* He noted that these same
physicians were being trained with little or no instruction in sexuality,
the psycho-physical processes of sex, or sexual dysfunctions. It had been
assumed, Ellis argued, "that there is but one pattern"'™® of sex-life.
Ellis countered with a more-comprehensive viewpoint which considers the
clinical experience of himself and others such as Frev:d and shows "that
there are as many patterns as there are individuals."® For him, the time
had come to change basic assumptions about humanity and human possibility.
He was convinced that "not only is it a hopeless task to deal with sexual
varieties as immoralities or crimes, but the moral system is thereby dis-
credited by its failures."'® Ellis urged the scientific and medical
community to understand sexual anomalies, treat them if necessary, but not

9

condemn them.'* He maintained that

there is much still to be effected by the growth, which we are bound
to expect, of a more enlightened attitude in society. . . . we should
facilitate the medical, or even surgical, treatment of those who wish
to escape from what they may find a burden, congenital or acquired,
too heavy to be borne. We must aim not only to be just, but alsc tec
be sympathetic.'®
Because medicine, like society, had riveted its focus on a single ideal of
sexual normality, the vision of what it means to be human was truncated.
Ellis believed that we need to regard curselves as sexual beings in the
midst of a field of neither "seed alone or soil alone""--neither solely

the constitutional nor solely the acquired. Hence, both discovery and

'$gllis, Psychologqy of Sex, 12.

“Ellis, Psychology of Sex, 112.

'E1lis, Psychelogy of Sex, 112.

¥Ellis, Psychelogy of Sex, 160.

WEllis, Psychology of Sex, 113.

®pllis, Psychology of Sex, 159-160.

¥El1lis, Peychology of Sex, 13.
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treatment of sexual variations require information about humanity and its
sexual nature.

Moreover, Ellis was aware that "the moral situation, "' as he termed
it, is not rigid and unchangeable but, rather, in perpetual transition. He
therefore urged physicians to embrace a full sense of regponsibility with
respect to "the subject of sex in its psychic and social bearings."'™
Always conscious of "the special situation of the individual patient," the
physician, argued Ellis, must be

alive to the large and splendid part he is entitled to play in working

for the welfare of the community, and as medical adviser in the

education of the whole people, takes part in this transformation of
morals.'™

Implicit in Ellis’ notion of responsibility is dialogue amongst history,
science, medicine, religion, merality, and social convention. As I see it,
Kegan’s theory, which embraces both the individual and the societal, in
conjunction with Kegan’s image of the human person as both a question and
an answer--represents a fuller alternative way to conceive Ellis’' notion of
responsibility.

Concerning sexual psychopathology, in the late-nineteenth century,
Krafft-Ebing also recognized that there is a broader picture. Theie are
other aspects concerning humanity that need to be integrated into law and
jurisprudence; namely, psychopathology, anthropology, and clinical investi-
gation. Failure to do so undermines the good of society. Krafft-Ebing
helieved:

A judge who considers only the crime, and not its perpetrator, is

always in danger of injuring not only important interests of society

(general morality and safety), but also those of the individual
{(honour) .'*

2p111is, Psychology of Sex, 14.
i%p11is, "Preface," in Psychology of Sex, 6.
1Mp11is, Psychology of Sex, 14.

Sgrafft-Ebing, Pgychopathia Sexualis, S01.
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Humanity has struggled and is struggling, he argued, to deal with "sexual
delinquencies; " the greater number and variety of aspects of humankind that
can be served, the greater the social goed. Moreover, as Krafft-Ebing
correctly points out, the interests of society cannot be sought at the
expense of the interests of the individual. In order for overall human
well-being to be achieved, individual members of society must have more than
merely punitive motivations at heart. The key is not to allow the nature
of the act to become equated with punishment . Such values as safety, public
morality, and human respect can only be promoted as part of a wider notion
of social good.

As Karpman later pointed out: in dealing with sex offenders, swift,
harsh, punitive goals have long been considered paramount. Such goals
remain important for the vacuum they £ill in psychiatric service, sexologi-
cal study, and research into criminal psychopatholegy.'™  However, as
Karpman reminds us:

The witch- hunt ig as old as the history of hate. . . . Nowadays we do

not believe in witches, but we still thoroughly enjoy hunting them in

the person of whatever minority group can be made the subject of

hysterical prejudice and mob psycholegy. . . .

New sets of circumstances are created, or dispropor-
tlonately exaggerated, to bring into operation the same hysterical

reaction that prevailed in past times and in communities which we now
call ‘ignorant’. . . .

. . Hostility is an emotion that is experienced by every human
being . . . dlscharged on any situation that represents a danger or
a threat. . . . It is on this basis of free-floating hostility that
cne may explain the readiness with which human beings plunge into
situations that provide opportunlty for the dlscharge of their
hostility, and . . . the reaction of social aggression against
particular individuals who happen to incur the emnmity of the group.¥

Nevertheless, suggests Karpman, conditions exist today that indicate a need
for a shift from a preoccupation with hostile an: punitive goals. For
Karpman, what is at stake is “psychotherapy rather than brutalizing

punishment  n'#

“Karpman, Sexual Offender, 285, 287, 289.

YKarpman, Sexual Offender, 470-472.

Karpman, Sexual Offender, 289.
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As part of the solution, Krafft-Ebing called for cooperation rather

than opposition between law and medicine.'® Currently, insofar as offen-
sive sexual behaviour and sexological knowledge and research is concerned,
Money judges the law and the science of sexology to be hopelessly at odds.

In his view:

the law is the repository of the sexual taboo of our society, and the
institution of its enforcement. . . . Medicine, itself of venerable

antiquity, allies itgelf conservatively with sexual taboo and the law,

and only slowly assimilates the findings of sexological science in

spearheading reform of the law.'®
For Money, the time to change is now; for

benign medical intervention on behalf of sex offenders could be a

wedge that opens the door to transforming social and legal policy in

a humane way towards all of mankind’'s sexuality. This is no time for

a cop-out, but a time for combined scientific, medical, and social

action.'®
For Money, what we are dealing with is human tragedy for which there is some
explanation and a way to help.'® What is at stake is trangformation and
humaneness as well as cooperation between societal systems of knowing and
action.

Likewise, with regard to intervention, case management, and goals in
child sexual abuse situations, Finkelhor, Gomes-Schwartz, and Horowitz note
the high degree of institutional insularity, mistrust, and disagreement
among community agencies such as those of child protection, youth services,
schoolg, criminal justice, and mental health. These researchers express the
concern that such factors can be countertherapeutic and can have unfor-

tunate, community-wide implications.'® Lack of cooperation among agencies,

for example, can result in child sexual abusers guitting or refusing to

19prafft-Ebing, Peychopathia Sexualis, 500-501.

Money and Weinrich, "Juvenile, Pedophile, Heterophile,® 52.
liMoney, "Diffusion of Sexclogical Knowledge," 250.

1250hn Money, "Pornography in the Home: A Topic in Medical Education, "
in Contempora Sexual Behavigor, ed. Zubin and Money, 435-436.

®pinkelhor, New Theory & Research, 200-215.
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participate in treatment, whereas collaboration can improve treatment
outcome.'® Hence, Finkelhor et al. call for greater collaboration among
community agencies.

However, as social ethicist Kenneth Melchin points out, collaborative
designs and structures of social living are conditioned by a recurrent sense
of mutual trust and empathy in interpersonal discourse. Empathy bonds
groups of people together in such a way that the suffering of others is
felt, their joys shared, and their well-being is sought; and outrage is felt
when injustice is done them. Moreover, argues Melchin:

for discourse to issue in cooperative living requires that all parti-
cipants receive recurrent confirmation from each other that our lives
will not be threatened when we turn our attention away from bodily
self-defence to focus on our participation in the projects which
promise to improve our collective living. When such confirmation is
not recurrently forthcoming then social living becomes radically
ambiguous. For the projects which have been built upon the foundations
of this mutual trust begin to crumble as time, attention, resources,
and human will are drawn away from them to focus more and more on
self-defence and retribution in the subtly escalating war of all
against all.'s

Furthermore, all of our projects of daily 1living, whether of an
economic, social, political, cultural, health care, or religious nature--are
sustained by the fabric of common identity and good will. 1In turn, as I
have shown, it is our experiences of trustworthiness which ground cur subse-
quent disposition to cooperate and trust. By contrast, recurrent experi-
ences of violation of trust result in fear and the suspicion that coopera-
tive living is too perilous.'®

Developmental theory, such as that of Kegan, helps us to recognize

that an adult caregiver who had been abused and/or not sufficiently

'“Finkelhor, New Theory & Research, 214.

) '"“Kenneth R. Melchin, "Moral Knowledge and the Structure of Cooperative
Living," Theological Studies 52 (1991): 510-511.

'"*Melchin, "Structure of Cooperative Living," 511-512.
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nourished and held as an infant--will be unable to trust or to hope.'w
Further, Kegan shows how an adult caregiver who is embedded in the impulsive
order of consciousness is caught up in her own point of view; 1is narrowly
focused on that individual's own field rather than the bigger, more-complex
picture; and is unable to cooperate with another. Thus, cocoperation is
conditioned by one’s development of an increasingly more sophisticated order
of consciousness or way of knowing.

Mcreover, Kegan’s framework helps us to identify the dominant punitive
paradigm operative within health care’s respons= to pedophiles and to
situate that model within the various levels of human development and
knowing. Constructive-developmental theory provides empirical evidence (1)
that a punitive model is inadequate to explain reality and (2) that within
the moral realm people do grow. There is growth in the capacity to love and
to care for others and in the ability to create and to nurture more and more
complex gocial relationships. Thus, our notion of self is inextricably
connected with our gnderstanding of moral and ethical agency. The art of
living together in social relationships isn’t just self-sufficiency and
autonomy, as the modernists claim, but rather something much broader which
lies within the realm of ethics. Therefore, punitiveness is not all cne can
expect from people; and punitiveness is not what one requires regarding
pedophiles in order to take care of the social good.

If, according to developmental theory, the person--the mental health
professional--grows in the ethical realm into a caring, loving person with
increasing capacities to live in complex social arrangements, and if
constructive-developmental theory touches every aspect of living in groups
and communities, then at its heart dare one say that i)' might be a theory

of ethicg? If this is so, then ethics and develcopmental theory need not be

¥igimilarly, Erikson’s developmental theory illustrates (i} how the
infant’s sense of trust reflects the parent’s own sense of autonomy as well
as the degree of autonomy which parente grant to their infants and children;
and {2) how unreascnable shaming creates mistrust in the infant: see
Erikson, Identity: Youth and Crigis, 110-113.
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mutually exclusive, Instead they could be a powerful combination--the
former prescribing what can and ought to be and the latter describing what
is. Robert Fuller sees ethics
as the effort to reflect on how we might best go about caring for
ourselves and others in the course of practical, day-to-day living.
Viewed in this way, ethical reflection can and must build upon
empirical information supplied by the nstural and social sciences
concerning those forms of conduct that will most likely contribute to
the maximum satisfaction of the individual and the larger community
of living organisms of which that individual is a part.'®
Fuller explains that "care is not simply a subjective sentiment. It is a
developmental achievement that depends in part, upon a favorable environ-
ment" and "finding a deeper mutuality with others in friendship, love, and
parenting."'®
In Guindon's view, "ethics is primarily a discourse on our humani-

n®__wz gearch for that which makes human beings human,"” and an

ty
ongoing discernment of what humanizes. Therefore, Kegan's framewocrk becomes
an analytical teocol for interpreting the process of development into full
humanity; for as Guindon posits: the truth of ethics "lias in our becom-
ing.""™ Theologically, men and women are humanized through interpersonal
communion and through carving in themselves the image of God."™ Moral-
developmental theory, in particular that of Kegan, provides an internal
structure which harmonizes with the quest for meaning which is also the
quest of ethics and theology.'™

Moreover, as philoscpher Thomas McCarthy reminds us:

¥ruller, Egclogy of Care, 11,

Wruller, Ecology of Care, 54.

MGuindon, Sexual Creators, viii.
"Guindon, Sexual Creators, 12.

T@uindon, Sexual Creators, 15.

'‘“Guindon, Sexual Creators, 29.

"“André Guindon, Moral Development, Ethics and Faith, trans. Kenneth C.
Russgell {(Ottawa: Novalis, 1992).
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inasmuch as individuation and socialization are two aspects of the
same process, personal identity is interwoven with a fabric of
relations of mutual recognition. This brings with it a reciprocal
vulnerability that calls for guarantees of mutual consideration to
preserve both the integrity of individuals and the web of inter-
personal relations in which they form and stabilize their identities.
Both of these concerns--with the dignity and inviolability of the
person and with the good of the community as a whole--have been at the
heart of traditional moralities.'™

It is our shared understanding of the structures of everyday life that
informs the schemes of interpretation and normative expectations which we
bring to social situations. At the level of everyday social interactions,
we take ourselves to be--and assume others to be--"knowledgeable subjects
confronted by real choices, for which we and they will be held account-
able."'™ This means that as individual actoxs we are accountable to the
other, meet or fail to meet the other’s expectations, and answer either
"ves' or "no'" to the claims made by others.

McCarthy’s concern for the dignity of the person and the good of the
whole community is reminiscent of Krafft-Ebing’s similar expression of
regard for the individual and the social good which he argued is the task
of both judge and medical practitioner. It also reflects the stance of
Berlin who espouses values such as compassion, understanding, forgiveness,
and reformation--all of which emerge from a sense of our shared humanity.'”
However, of ecual significance is McCarthy's observation that persocnal
identity is interwoven with the web of interperscnal relationships of mutual
recognition. As Kegan himself states, his cognitive-developmental theory

is aimed at this life-long activity of recognizing and being recognized; for

this is irreducibly the primary human moticn of meaning-knowing.'™

"Thomas McCarthy, Ideals and _Illugions: On Reconstruction and
Deconsgtruction in Contemporary Critical Theory, (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press,

1991; Paperback, 1993), 121,

"McCarthy, Ideals and Illusions, 121.

"perlin and Krout, "Diagnostic Concepts, Treatment, and Ethical
Considerations," 23.

"egar, Evolving Self, 16-19.
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A constructive-developmental way of seeing others carries with it (1)
an increased vulnerability to being recruited to the wellbeing of others,
(2) greater responsibility in our response-ability, and (3} the risks of
caring and of being a valuable factor in another’s development. "In running
these risks" argues Kegan, "we preserve the connections between us. We
enhance the life we share, or perhaps better put, we enhance the life that
shares us." Theologically, that which shares us, is God. Even in adver-
sity, our ability to understand somecne whom we were previously unable to
understand renders us vulnerable to recrultment, increages the likelihood
of our being moved and of our recognizing that the other’s experience is
meaningful.'™ From Guindon's perspective, the role of the ethicist and
ethics is to listen with attentiveness and empathy, to reflect the experi-
ence of persons such as Q’'Carxoll who seek to make sense of their sexual
being and life style, and to articulate the meaning and sexual anthropolegy
inherent in the experience.'®
This is not to suggest that pedophilic behaviour should go unad-
dressed. Rather, it is to suggest that before someone deals with pedophilic
behavicur, that person must see, must recognize, and be moved toward the
pedophilic person. It is to suggest that pedophilic behaviour is the
vulnerable exercise of that person’s sexual being. It is to suggest that
when the pedophilic patient feels recognized and has a sense that the
caregiver understands the patient’s experience {(whether it is how the
caregiver experiences it or not), the pedophile can find societal limit-
setting tolerable and even a relief; if the pedophilic patient does not feel
recognized, the patient will resent limits-setting as a violation of who he
is and understandably so.
The risk the caregiver takes in understanding the pedeophilic patient

is not that of losing the sense of the harmful or destructive nature of

"Kegan, "Hidden Treasure," 31.

®euindon, Sexual Creatorsg, 12-13




239
pedophilic behaviour or of being paralysed in efforts to help to change the
behaviour. The risk the professional runs is that in seeing the pedophilic
patient as a person--frightened, self-lcathing, self-harming, suicidal,
confused about and struggling with why he is sexually attracted to child-
ren--the caregiver will be moved by and toward the patient. Our lives as
members of society depend cn mental health professiocnals and policy makers
running this risk; for as the scientific evidence on pedophilia suggests,
we are all vulnerable to pedophilic behaviour,

Today both developmental psychology and theology can account for our
emergence into personhood and the fullness of humanity that goes far beyond
the punitiveness revealed by the empirical data on the attitudes of mental
health professionals toward pedophiles in their care. To apply Kegan's
constructive-developmental theory to this evidence is not to judge or push
away the punitive caregiver but rather to embrace the caregivér and present
a fuller vision of what it means to be human. Punitiveness, by itself, is
an inadequate attribute for the concept of person; certain characteristics
of this attitude on the part of the caregiver are more representative of an
early stage of personal development. Dependent upon the underlying philo-
sophical notion of the self-transcending principle, developmental theories,
such as that of Kegan, provide a new paradigm for professional behaviour,
in that they are particular perceptions of reality with assumptions about
the purpose of life and a value structure that is ultimate.

Indeed, Kegan's approach holds various disciplines in tension. He
assumes that each perspective contributes to a fuller understanding of human
phenomena, no one perspective being privileged or adequate by itself. His
work, while not being ethics, per se, provides a pathway for mental health
practitioners to follow and an opportunity to think through such fundamental
issues as why one should strive to be ethical, by furnishing us with a

notion of human wholeness and the final context of enhancing "the life that
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shareg us."™ In so doing, Kegan's psychological thecry of personal
development, abetted by well-integrated, philosophical, and theological in-
sights, summons therapeutic theory and practice to a rebirth. Teoday and in
the future a reasonable estimate of treatment process and outcomes must
allow for the fact that, .mnless therapeutic treatment of pedophiles ig to
be paralysed by recurrent. cutbursts on the part of outraged humanity, it
must satisfy criteria which are not purely clinical. Further, it must
evaluate which professionals are able to provide relations and human
contexts which support people through the often difficult process of growth
and change and more accurately express the true nature and destiny of
humankind.

Ethical problems in health care are not primarily the result of
progress in medical technology but are inherent in the relaticonship of the
practitioner and patient. Ethics is more than right and wrong actions; it
is also concerned about attitudes, worldview, and one’s fundamental stance
to life. It involves the specific moral development of the practitioners
or moral agents who must decide about and respond to clients.

Ethics is about (1) meaning and human understanding, (2} relationships
and greater openness to otherg, and (3) one’s own freedom and enhancing that
of others. It is a reasoned approach to conditions and situations of life.
Consequently, Kegan’s thecory of the evolving self becomes identifiable as
a holistic, ethical perspective in which changes occur. It offers an alter-
native paradigm to the view of ethics as episodic occasions for ethical
decigion making. From the pergpective of Kegan’s theory, "the ethical

situation" is the life of the person as a whole and attitudes are one

expression of the moral fibre of the person. Accordingly, the ethical
question is primarily: "What kind of person shall I become?" and secondari-
ly: '"How shall I become it?" Endeavouring to "become" is the problem of

co-creating cultures of embeddedness that facilitate one’s overcoming exter-

¥'Kegan, Evolving Self, 20.
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nal and internal obstacles or blockages to growth. This understanding
undergirds Keyan’'s framework.

A primary focus of this section has been on the relation of construc-
tive-developmental psychology to theology and ethics as a source of truth
about humanity which can revitalize the aims and objectives of health care
professionals. Having sketched this brief profile of self-creating personal
development attained only in relationship with others, we can now see the
latticework of causal interactions such as that of human values and environ-
mental conditions which enable the person, in time, to care for others,
enter into and nurture increasingly complex relationships, develop a concern
for the well-being of others, and assume social responsibilities. We can
also see how constructive-developmental theory recconiigures the empirical
data and the ethical import.

In the human scheme, personhood is formed by interaction with others
in the practices of daily living. The more fully one is able to organize
one’'s environment in order to create meaning, and the more skilfully one
participates in social groups, the more one emerges from society as a whole
person. Meaning-making, the primary human motion, cannot be divorced from
the experience of the caregiver nor that of the pedophilic patient. There
is meaning in all we do; a world of meaning surrounds every event. A view
of humanity, ag such, provides some basis for critique of contemporary
treatment of pedophiles. Increased self-knowledge, self-respongibility and
autonomy, freedom of choice concerning the direction of one’s life," and
full development of the human person'™ are the criteria of good therapy.

We can now reconceptualize therapy as patterns of human relationships

B Thomas Szasz, The Ethics of Psychoanalysis: The Theory and Method of
Autonomous Psychotherapy (New York: Macmillan, 1965; New York: Syracuse
University Press, 1988), xi, xvi, xvii, 6-7, 202-203.

Bpreud emphasized that the aim of psychoanalysts is education of the
patient "to liberate and fulfil his own nature, not to resemble ourselves:"
see Sigmund Freud, "Lines of Advance in Pgycho-Analytic Therapy,"” in
Standard Edition, 17:1&5.
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recurring within the context of meaning-constitutive evelutionary
activity.®™ In fact, psychcoanalyst Thomas Szasz actually states that the
problem the patient is attempting to solve is that of giving meaning to his
life."™ The purpose of this description is ethical; it situates psycho-
therapy within a field of human activities and values which are distinc-
tively moral. But what does this imply for mental health professionals and

their practice?

5.3 Conclusion: What Can Be Done?

According to theorists such ag Halloran, Allport, Murphy, the Sherifs,
and the Lamberts, attitudes can be changed, although not easily.®™ Growth,
emotional catharsis, self-insight, communication, social interaction (i.e.,
face-to-face contacts, group discussions), training, psychological process,
and a period of emotional disorganization are necessary for change to occur.
Similarly, Kegan believes, as I do, that people do grow and are educable.
A combination of challenge and support facilitate the developmental
process.'” Theology is not directly articulated but is implicit in what
follows.

Caring for pedophiles within the health care system places upon mental
healch professicnals a complex set of tasks, responsibilities, expectations,

and what Kegan terms demands on "our minds, on how we know, on the complex-

®In the 1965 preface to the first edition of his book on ethics and
psychoanalysis, psychoanalyst Thomas Szasz described psychotherapy not as
healing but as social action. In the preface to the 1988 editicn of the
same work Szasz labelled psychotherapy "mental healing" and described sama
as "a particular type of human relationship:" see Szasz, Ethice of Pesycho-
Analvgig, xii, xvi.

®gzasz, Ethics of Psychoanalysisg, 202, 219.

"Halloran, Attitude, Formation and Change, 30-31; Allport, Nature of
Personality, 17; Murphy, Personality, 865; Shesrif and Sherif, Attitude, Ego-
Involvement, and Change, 115; Lambert and Lambert, Social Psychology, 62-65;
Cohen, "Attitudinal Consequences," 331; Zimbardo, Ebbeson, and Mazlach,
Influencing Attitudes, 108-109.

¥iXegan, Over Qur Heads, 42, 293-294.
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ity of our consciocusness."'™ The empirical evidence detailed in chapter two
suggests that many caregivers are mismatched for such specialized work. The
question is how to help them attain an order of consciousness which would
enable them to care for the pedophilic patient.

In short, Card suggests asking therapists to examine their motives for
offering their services to pedophilic clients. If punishment is an element
of their motivation, they should be requested to resolve this problem or to
offer their services to another client population.™ Secondly, Card recom-
mends training for professionals working in this area of psychotherapy. 1In
addition, he supports allcwing pedophilic patients to have a choice of, and
opportunity to change, therapists. Likewise, Cox argues that therapists who
are unable to resolve their emotions toward, and their own position on,
pedophilia should not become involved in forensic practice.'™

Harold Lief, an American medical educator, along with others such as
John Money and Reneé Fox, advocate programs of sex education for medical
students and physicians:" namely, a core curriculum to be followed by
electives. Citing information and gkills as important dimensions of such
sex education, Lief viewed attitude training as the key to education in
human sexuality, arguing that to teach facts alone is insufficient.™ I
agree with him but also would press for sex education for all health care
professionals, not just medical students.

Helping the clinician to be more comIortable with his own sexuality
would lead to less anxiety or embarrassment on the part of the clinician,

better counseling skills, and greater information being elicited from

¥regan, Over Our Heads, 5.

card, "Case for Treatment," 20.

0oy "Caregiver’'s Dilemma," 88-90.

BiMoney, "Diffusion of Sexological Knowledge," 253-254.

Myarold I. Lief, "Obstacles to the Ideal and Complete Sex Education of

the Medical Student and Physician," in Contemporary Sexual Behavior, ed.
Zubin and Money, 441-453, 446.
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patients. Money suggests that medical students’ exposure to pornography in
medical school would lead to an increased awareness of their own sexual
arousal,'™ hence, to nonjudgmentalism, and to less alarm when this occurs
in a elinical situation.

Lief et al. believe that increased awareness of the broad range of and
the wvarious influences (i.e., bioleogic, cultural, and so on) on sexual
behaviour contributes to increased tolerance of deviant behaviour.™
Recognizing one’s inability to escape one’'s own values but also the danger
of imposing one’'s values on a patient, Lief recommends assisting clinicians
to develop awareness of their own sets of values and beliefs.'™ Diane
Uustal, a nurse, also encourages the use of values clarification to enhance
personal as well as professional growth; to contribute to giving optimal,
sensitive care to any patient; to reduce pretentiousness and defensiveness;
and to produce greater self-confidence and better motivated and action-
oriented behaviour.'®

Kegan's framework shows that attitudes come from how one does, or does
not, know.'” Attitude training, therefore, would involve desensitization,
sensitization, and integration. Through the process of desensitization,
inappropriate defence mechanisms such as avoidance, anger, or superior atti-
tudes would be decreased. The process of sensitization could be employed
to enable clinicians to become more sensitive to their patients’ feelings

and attitudes. Integraticn of factual information along with changed atti-

Money, "Pornography in the Home," 409-440.
"1,ief, "Obstacles to the Ideal," 444.
¥1ief, "Obstacles to the Ideal,” 441, 445.

'"*Diane B. Uustal, "The Use of Values Clarification in Nursing

Practice," The Journal of Continuing Education in Nursing 8, no. 3 (1%77):
8-13,

¥Iegan, Over Dur Heads, 19.
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tudes would result in more-effective therapy.'™ Barnard et al. find that
weekly support group sessions for therapists engaged in sex offender treat-
ment programs contributes to high morale by drawing therapists into a caring
group, helps staff become aware of each other’'s stresses, and allows
problems to be addressed before they become serious.™ Similarly, Charles
Taylor and Kevin R. Graham, coordinators of the sex offender treatment
program at Westmorland Correcticnal Institution in New Brunswick, strongly
endorse the role of counselor supervision as necessary to providing a thera-
peutic relationship with sex offenders, objectifying the therapeutic
alliance, resolving countertransference issues, and sensitively approaching
the sex offender with respect and care.™

Hungarian psychoanalyst Michael Balint speaks of physicians'’ need for
something more than the techniques which they learned in medical school.
More than knowledge or facts, the something else "cannot be taught; only
discovered."® To enable general practiticners to focus on the atmosphere
created by the physicians for their patients; to share experiences; to gain
insight into the nature of their work; to identify misplacement of emotions;
to rethink aspects of their physician-patient relationship, their ways of
responding to, looking at, and ligtening to, patients; to tolerate uneagi-
ness and incoherence more comfortably; and to harness their discomfiture for

the benefit of their patients, Balint and his wife set up and extensively

®1ief, "Obstacles to the Ideal," 446; D. Donald Sawatzky, Ronna F.
Jevne, and Graeme T. Clark, "Becoming Empowered: A Study of Counsellor

Develeopment, " Canadian Journal of Counselling/Revue canadienne de counseling
28, no. 3 {(July 1994): 177-192.

"garnard et al., Child Molester, 151.

Meharles Taylor and Kevin R. Graham, "Sex and Chernobyl: An Overview
and Theorectical Basis of the Sex Offender Treatment Program at Westmorland
Institution," Sexual Addiction & Compulsiwvity 1, no. 3 (1994}: 242-260.

PEnid Balint et al,, The Doctor, the Patient and the Group: Baling
Revigited (London: Routledge, 193%3), x; Michael Balint, The Basgic Fault:
Therapeutic Aspects of Reqression, with a Foreword by Paul H, Ornstein
{Tavistock Pub., Inc., 1969; reprint, Evanston, IL: Northwestern University
Press, 1992), viii-xiii (page references are to reprint edition).
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researched the workings of Balint Groups. The fundamental assumption under-
lying Balint’s work was that "the aim of all human striving is to estab-
ligh--or, probably, re-establish--an all-embracing harmony with one’s envi-
ronment, to be able to live in peace."™

The Balints’ research revealed that object-relations based work in the
group fosters moments of change in the context of relationship for both
patients and physicians. Such moments as these can incorporate productive
new attitudes and practices.®™ It proved effective for the Balint group,
consisting of eight to ten practitioners and a psychoanalyst-facilitator,
Lo meet weekly for about an hour-and-a-half. In an atmosphere of explora-
tion and in the spirit of honesty and openness, participants present patient
situations from memory. Through sncouragement of fresh observations from
colleagues, the aim is to illuminate one another. What has been found to
prevent practitioners from caring appropriately was failure to be emotional-
ly present to patients.®™ This was due to such factors as feelings
generated in the practitioner, ..idden ideclogies, personal worldview, bias
brought to every observation and decigion, as well as previously unconsid-
ered thoughts and actions.

Balint groups need not be restricted to physicians.”®  Extanding
groups to other health cawve professicnals and adopting an interdisciplinary
format would more adequately reflect ethical discourse, a characteristic of
which is multidisciplinarity. For several vyears I belonged to a
multidisciplinary, informal, "bioethics discussion group" the goal of which
was not unlike that of Balint groups. Mindful of being participants in a

dialogue, members listened to the opinions of others, examined their own

TBalint, Basic Fault, 65.

™Balint et al., Balint Revisited, 31.

*Balint et al., Balint Revigited, 46-52.

¥n. Drees, "The Establishment of a Balint Group amcng the Nurses on a
Psychosomatic Ward," Medicine and Law 2, no. 1 (1583): 69-75.
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ideologies, philosophy, biases, terms of reference, and alleged objectivity
as decision makers. In the process assumptions were challenged and membersz
were encouraged to clarify glaring inconsistencies and contradictions. By
the end of the first year of meeting, members had discovered how important
the process of interdisciplinary dialogue and the exchange of values is to
ethical reasoning. Through interdisciplinary cooperation, all aspects of
case studies were examined, causes and effects were identified, new insights
were gained into problems, and c¢reative alternatives for responsible action
were put forth. As a result of the process, group members were able to
experience a greater sense of solidarity with their clients: namely, the
sick, the suffering, and the marginalized.

Members discovered that the meaning and task of ethics includes, but
is not limited to: (1) respecting the zutonomy of persons; (2) fashioning
a common perspective within which the important issues are discussed; (3)
engaging in critical discourse about what we see and say; and (4} allocating
scarce resources. We noted that by listening only to the voice of the law
other voices such as those of health care and ethics are not heard, the
ethical questions are not raised, and alternatives are not created nor
examined. Focus on the law as the sole approach to pedophilia can preclude
ethiecs. For rehabilitation and therapeutic care to be effective, rather
than focusing on further refinements in statutes, we need to focusg, as I
have done in this thesis, on the discourse that should and must occur amocng
other disciplines such as psychiatry, medicine, social work, nursing,
ethics, theoclogy, anthropology, sexology, biology, sociology, and
history.™

The law informs members of a society as to what they can and cannot
do. On the other hand, theology asks transcendental guestions such as what

is the purpose and meaning of life? A sociobiclogical perspective asks if

MBullough calls for "an open, interdisciplinary, and scholarly
discussion and challenge to existing and perhaps prematurely arrived at
views:" gee Bullough, "History of Adult Human Sexual Behavior," 85.
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Bome individuals have a proclivity towards pedophilic behaviour or is such
behavicour adaptive? If so, how does pedophilic behaviour evolve? What
factors determine it? Anthropology queries whether adult human sexual
behaviour with children has a function. Ethics seeks the meaning and impact
of decisions and actions, and concerns itself with the well-being and the
needs of all parties involved. We need to lock at the circumstances of the
concrete situations of pedophiles and to examine the reality in which we
live,. Pedophilia is a human issue between people--everyone counts.
Regardless of the specific clauses built intoc laws, if this ethical
discourse fails, rehabilitation and therapeutic care fail.

Nevertheless, even 1if these suggestions prove useful, changing
attitudes is more than programs. It is a process which takes the form of
soul-searching, self-analysis, and collegial dialogue. Such work is not the
flavour of the month. There is a tremendous need for organizational support
for this work and for creating an environment and establishing a model

conducive to such growth.



SUMMARY

The problem which I have addressed in this dissertation project
belongs to practical or applied ethics since it involves human action. My
work is primarily a study presenting--from a particular angle--certain
concerns and conclusions arising out of the scientific literature and my
elinical experience in a psychiatric institution. It is a problem incident
to a new realization of the role of theology and ethics.

In chapter one I showed how ancient Greek civilization for awhile kept
its eye focused on ‘paidophilia’ as a "value." The ancient Jews, Egyptians,
and later the Romans branded pederasty as a crime and instituted laws and
punishments as a response. Chrigtianity boldly set out the principles of
a solution to adult-child sexual contact in its construct of "sin" and
vimmorality" but advanced little into the depth and darkness of the mystery
of pedophilia. Today, medicine has begun to cultivate a complex field left
fallow for centuries.

Evidence in chapter two indicates that health care professionals
working in institutions where pedophiles should especially be considered as
needing treatment and care--generally lack understanding of the phenomenon,
hold the view of pedophilia as immorality and criminal offence and have
punitive attitudes toward pedophiles in their care. Theorists suggest that
sometr<.ag more than punishment is required in order to yield the "good" of
the pedophile and the community; "but," I asked: ‘"are punitive attitudes
all we can expect of professional caregivers?"

In chapter three I presented Robert Kegan’s constructive-developmental
theory which I argued describes a "natural ethic" and could serve as a
framework for analysing caregivers’ punitive attitudes. Hence, in chapter
four using Kegan's theory, I compared and contrasted different views of
human being; sketched the ethical models used by health care professionals;
and demonstrated a correlation between levels of ethical scophistication and
differences of attitudes toward pedophiles. To adopt a medical construction

of pedophilia requires ethical sophistication: namely, an interindividual
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ethice by Kegan’s standard. Kegan’'s framework reflects humankind’s capacity
to grow, to cheoose, to change, to work with paradox, confliect, and contra
diction, to develcp new evaluating criteria for ethical decision making,
self-reflection, and self-correction, to hecome caring and compassionate,
and to assume responsibilities that go beyond the self to embrace the social
good.

Finally, in chapter five I conducted an ethical and theclogical
reflection on the knowledge gained from Kegan’'s theory and analysis of
caregivers’ attitudes. Thus the first four chapters of my dissertation
constituted a "pre-text" for theological and ethical reflection and for
illustrating how living-out a faith perspective, an ethic of care, and
spirituality of compassicn would mean that both the good of the person who
is pedophilic and that of the community would be effected. For change to
be wrought there is a need for challenge and support which can be accom-

plished through staff support groups and multidisgciplinary dialeogue.
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