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INTRODUCTION 

The half century between 1065-1915 narks the be­

ginning of the Polish settlement in Chicago. The first part 

of this study Is devoted to the Entrenchment Polled 1065-

1890« Th© pioneer Polish colony was established on the near 

northwest side of Chicago - a neighborhood of factories, 

tanneries and railroad tracks. It was a sluci area even at 

that early date* 

As Catholicism was a vital force in the life of the 

immigrant Poles, their primary concern was the establishment 

of a parish. The founding of their fir3t parish in 1867 

provided the necessary stimulus for concerted religious, 

social, political and cultural activities, Th© guiding hand 

in these endeavors was a group of intellectuals vshe had emi­

grated fresi Europe because of political or economic diffi­

culties « Since almost all of the early isanigrants considered 

Aiaerica a place of temporary refuge, they felt the neod for 

a stipra-parlah organization as a ncdiusi for prosorvation of 

Polish culture and nationalism. Proa these early parish 

social and fraternal units established in evory Polish 

settlement throughout the nation, there arose in tine a 

nu£±>©r ot strong federated national socio ties, which are 

described in the second chaptor. 

Til® establishment of pionoor educational institutions 

for the youth and the adult cultural centers is discuesod in 
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the third chapter, while chapter four is an exploration of 

the political consciousness and orientation of the Polish 

inraigrants. In the livt c'-,o -tor nf o:< I, th~ c'otcr.fi­

liation of tho irmigmnfcn to attein ocononic stability Is 

studied and analyzed. 

Part II is cor sô TK-d Ît'i 'iie prô -lc: is and .messes 

of asslrtllctior of the Polish ira.ijrcin'./s. ~3io first chaTotor 

Is devoted to tho oxanimti o:i of tho contributio"is 2f the 

Polish press. -I'hilo oarjoû Irr civic -jntor.xriw a and stimu­

lating political participation, It simultaneously attsr >ted 

to prevent aasinflation an"1 Africanization of tho irnl/ppants. 

In tho follov/in" cliaptor, tho oMOJ'genea ind develop: :ont of 

the Pollnh-Ancrican society ic explored as is its gradual 

social stratification, fjlnco Vie Socialist and fie *\&bor 

novo-icnts aroused genuine interest of Polish t/orkors, they 

are inolrded In this work. T*:o rolof. had a traditional love 

for tho theatre, nusic and cthor octhotic endoavors, 

therefore an effort ,lo riado to givo a vivid picturo of their 

cultural lifo. Tho last chaotor la a study of tho _; rob loan 

of duel allftgianco end tho participation of Joloa in national 

issues. Tho attonpts of tho rollsh-Anorioan accent to 

arouse Anorican public opinion in support of tho creation of 

an indepondent Polish eta be during the Kusoo-Japoneao war 

and at the beginning of ^orld "dar 1 Is alao exoniaed. The 
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thesis concludes with the evaluation of th© contributions of 

th© Polish element to the growth and progress of Chicago* 



PART I 

TIBS KNTR&NCimSNT P'dRIQD 1385-1890 
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mmmim OF *xomt POLISH twmm 

to tee Bmopwm iafcigMatif oMeago* symbol of 

Awiri©»*s tfettuimnil gwwth, offered poli t ical and mlig&mm 

mjlws. and eeemeide salvatieia# aianish* Ignorant «f Jtewsrt* 

can laiiguags awd ouatcuas, they Mtablltthftd a »«ttX«n»at for 

aH p«rpes#« isolated fren th® rest of th* oewstynity, slaast 

oblivious to the enviromiontal surroundings. The Pel«B> 

like th© Germans, I tal ians, Soandiimviana and Asiatics, 

constituted islands of humanity to the sprawl tog, unwielctln^ 

«lty ef <8tle*8»« Payeh*l*giMl* pol i t ies ! and i4Mlt*ti« 

etisjag#s had difficulty to p«Mto*tiii8 the wtfl* at » -

alstance, 

Bttanlai t tMi to p*»i«gmra tb*i* m t i o m l l t t l t sp i r i t , 

©v«rpi#isl&fcter*f moral ty «f l®ad and low wag®* warn lewpewsi** 

bis for la^gs MdUpation Aran Polish t®»Xtw&#s^* ft» 

«vtot27 VD*M4 advwtliisjasats of th* Awflean milamd*, laaA 

companies and Kurope&n steamship agencies Jtarttwr stimulated 

this Mass sxedus • In addition manr BSH&sawts had been 

Hiniiiiilirmniiin iriimiwiiniiiiiii 

SOO to 800 agents representing two leading stwwsMp lines 
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dispossessed from the i r XoadU 

The fear of fa l l ing from the social position of a 
peasant to that Immeasurable infer ior of a day 
laborer was tho great spur which drove over the -
seas al ike the Slovak, the Pole and tbo BttthonlaiTt 

Pe l i t i ea l is&aeeurlty and obscurity were 'but win®® fac tors . 

Tho f i r s t Polish iaas&gwmts arrived in Chicago about 

1833, Election returns indicated that two Polish votes were 

east in the nayeralty elect ion five years la ter* %f 1865, 

the Polish population had increased to apprejEiaately 1,500* 

M » f to World »ai» I , 7f «i par-cent of Polish •fcwigrants were 

of peasant steak while 130*9 povooat were of Uf%an s p i r e s - -

sen t . Their backwardness, lack of culture and stubborn r e -

olotoBoo to new eisvironmeat were dm© to th i s predosiaajatly 

passant back^ovind4. 

l a the Palish coloiaies in Anorlo*, there was no 
educated class f tho oroyort&ott of' tessigMusto with 
h i^ ie r education was always ouoll , for Jiawtoa did 
so t offov a £po»t eppeiptusiifcy; of BUXVO o4vojMO*ra&t 
to them as to th® jaajaaal womers («»#) defini te 
pattern of iuanigratlon axista betwotis «nall f a » S 
where a .peasant sniot add • to Ms iaoono by o^tild® 
w©rk, while in Jii^blir Jtote^iti?ial dJLsts&otfi tlioara i s 
•mvf l i t t l © or no 'ooogyotion to ' A»erieaJV 

%* J* ML08* BI»al$**ti*m f*ai CMOtolft", itt 
ghar l t ies , «*U Xff issue of Jgay ©, X»06# p , 170. 

%&1H« I* THOMAS and f t o l t t fflAHXlOfEI, fel&jgfa 
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fbo rapidly expanding local Industries welcomed tho 

a r r iva l of European peasants * ThwS the i r economic s tatus 

had isjg*rovo& # However, tfeoy could find no outlet for tfaoir 

social , religious and cul tural expression in t h i s wmt aaA 

atrange environment. In 1864, tho local ecc les ias t ica l aa* 

ther l ty provided a place of worship for than a t mis t ed and 

©oteovom stvoote* Tho Polos wore rolitotano to attend thlo 

churah, now designated as a slovanlan Parish, as i t wis some 

dist&nca away frora t he i r oottloaottt* Saws months l a t e r the 

St int Joseph pariah moor la. Salle s troot and Chicago Avenue 

was astabl ishsd. I t a t t racted a nu»b©r of mar® prominent 

Polos including tho Dynlewios family who had fmttdod th© 

fbrat Polish pttblist&ag h^iiso In tihioftge* A mm&%$ Fathor 

Saulak, had boom assigned to th i s ©hurola to adaiHistor tho 

rel igious noods of tho Poles. His Ghicago Poles had hoard 

of Fattest ioopoM toossygobo, fas te r of ttt® f i r s t Polish 

psMati JA tkio Qaltod s to tM a t Pttwa i » y a , f«sas# ttawtgh 

th® dstexi-ainatiicn of Pstar Klolbasaa, a fom*r Vttfia* thoy 

t»0*o ablo to poMuad* Fathor loo»ygo>a to o«mo to Chicago in 

1884. Xt was agreed that bo would stay only long onough to 

boos1 Has to r confOKslons. 

tho absonoo of a Polish: prlost to tho cewwaity had 

bmm§®te mm% a Mono* doro^alisatioB mean ttao fv*ritam»it«» 

.mux..ii BIUIITIHIiTn,n <non'i iwlinii»»•««» 

Hm$m u mm® mm mm&m mmimmi, %m». ait*. 
?»!• % P* m* a~~^~i> 
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Tho activities of th© Hasans had made a noticoable chango in 

tholr religious soal* To tho poasanfcs, tho political 

fraedoai of the new environment connoted religious and moral 

liooaso* Unllk© in Europe, therc *r©ro so prieste here who 

disciplined tho® for noglootlng their reilgioua duties * It 

must bo addod that a priest aaoag tho Polos «as not only 

considered a religious leader but a teacher, economic and 

political advises*, disciplinarian and protector as wall* 

Tho leaders of t&o local Polish colony vara do* 

terainsd to establish a permanent parish of tholr otra* In 

the founding of tho ploaoor Polish parish actually two 

pari shea aust bo studied since they casts into existence by 

tho determined efforts of a single group of iraKigrants and 
S constituted tho whole history of tho early Polonia . 

It smst bo understood that tho pioneers of Saint 

Stanielaua parish mm from three different parts of par-

tloned Poland sad rspressntod throe levels of culture or 

dseidsd lack of it} hence aaoh of tho friction and disunity 

7Ml0C«y«araw 32AWLEI&31SI, Op. cit«, p, 43*44. 
An average of 5*53 boardorT"w5ra living with 48,4 

percent of tho families. This in addition to gambling and 
intolerance increased dosiorallsation* 

85toais2afcW OSABA, ffprawa Poises W Amofyce, Pp&ieenofl, 
C&Loago, Dyaioodos, W1U9 p. 65. 

*5ia©« tho parish is th© basis of all or any organi-
satlon, the priest ssiat ho wall educated, load oxamplary life 
by ohioh ho ooald influonoo mt»ml boing of tho pooplo* H© 
sstst bo tolsraat, ho m s t bo a loador, should be a supporter 
and fytosd of Bosaocratio Ideals and not mix into politics » 
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was duo to a fooling of sectionalism and tho superiority 

ocffiaplox of o&oh group. Those firm Russian Poland had boon 

&fcb4©otod to tho indootriaatioa of the Orthodox dttmrah, ro-

striotod ia tho was of fcheir saothop toagao, sad doalod oda* 

©atioaal opportunities for over half a ooatury* Tholr 

lukewarm attachment to Oataolioisu wis uadsrstaadablo* ft® 

hi^er degree of education had node it inevitable that tho 

Austrian aad Prussian Polos would early assumo loadorship in 

tho Polish colony. Those geographic factors wore chiefly 

responsible for Biuch disorganisation ia tho period steiiod* 

In 1864 under tho leadership of ?•*#* Kiolbaaaa, tho 

raore oonsarvatlve olomoat organised a S&lai Stanislaus So* 

cicty for th© purpose of establishing a paidsh. Two yoaro 

later, it was reorgaalsod into a ssitual bonoflt iasuvanoo 

groap# Tho wxmimXty of parposo lacking among the Polos was 

walfostod whoa th© loss coasorvativo olonoat &$jmul%m®mwly 

ostablishod tho p^nm Pols&a, ao4ol»d wpoa tho old Sl&vio 

oossaaao, Friction b&md on Jaisooaooptloa of puvpooo was ro«* 

sponsible for cmch mtstasdox*staa4JLag botaraoa these two groups. 

Siaoo tho local bishop could not provido a prlost to organ* 

Iso aad sdstiaistor tholr parisht fotor lio£ba§sa in tho nasao 

of tho saiat etaaislaaa Sooioty bogaa oovyospoadoaoo with 

%M Siopoafi©» oonopKl of tho Hosajwwtioa Oongrog&tloa ia 

!«o# la a lotto* w i t to* ia 1869* &io£ba*i* IWBJMA up tho 
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condition of tho Polish inmigrants horot 

Many Polos are tradesmen, aorao ar© common laborors 
unloading boats aad trains and earn £1,80 to $3*00 
per day. They all live la one (sis) neighborhood, 
aad 100 fssdlios have their ova honft** TOO tanl* 

thtOSOlVM 
Catholic 

stupid poasoats aad bigots# 
Thoy are f erasing aa orgaalsatioa called w a s 

ana AW xasaiaos nave vn®iv own new 
grants from Wlalko Poleka ©ailing tl 
Sslachte Polato do not care for tho 
!liglon ana ca l l us stupid poasoats < 

Pelatea witfe 10 nMssbsro* saint ataaisl&uf loo'lofey 
fas organised oa tfuas 5, 1066, with m Btfriborti aad 
now «o have 60 members* ^4.00 i s paid each am-Soer 
i a case of i l l ness and w© buried two tunaboM a t 
the cost of $46*00 oaeh* wo bought a f l a p oa oao 
sido Is a picture of Saint Stanislaus vhilo on tho 
other thoro i s a picture of a sieie persoa with a 
pr ies t a t h is bedside, Tho flag cost us $$00% 
Tho load for tho Church cost us #1*700 of which wo 
have paid |650 already and m.m$ pay tho balanoe in 
four yfiars, Everything would bo wall i f w® had a 
priest** 

Although tho Saint Stanislaus parisb was ©rgasissad 

ia 1867, th® building of the church did not begin un t i l two 

years l*tov* Tho church dosigned by a local Polish ai*chl<* 

toot , Joseph Petrussok, «aa bu i l t of wood, forty foot wide, 

oi#ty«fiv® foot loag aad had aa oighty-fivo foot stooplo. 

I t *ras aa lispesiag struoturo for tho poor1 ooiwiaity aad was 

oos^letod oa loiroricer 15, 1B6&, a t a cost of #6*865,00, ox** 

oluiiag plastering and painting, Toiapo»i*lly Father asulak 

wan appointed administrator of tho new parish* Swing tho 

next jsoatt* Siatiop Foloy* Oioooslaa ordinary# appointed 

Hevarend Joseph tfusskiowlos, pastor of Saint Stanislaus 

9waclaw IB®$$£A# fg§ : WKTg%rtft' w ™ -
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lostka pariah* The blessing of tho now church together with 

confirmation of thirty parishioners was p-rformed by tho 

Bishop on & m o 16, 1871*® « The occasion was not only of 

groat iaportanco to tho Polish community but did mush to re­

duce the factional strife ia the colony. 

Misunderstanding over tho fiaanoos aad fee direction 

of the now p&rlsh developed almost immediately, The founders 

of tho parish believod that they sad not the pastor wars to 

control the fiaaaoos of the parish, Proper evaluation of 

this controversy was impossible siaoo ao systota of accounting 

was asaintained. Hush information gained by tho writer tmm 

interviews of doseondonta of tho founders was biased aad 

based oa hearsay. The pastor- was accused of fratornallssatioB 

*«, . ..l̂  ̂  «. ̂ u u . * w > . —. 
was evidence that Father Jussskiowiea was performing his 

priostly duties toward tho complete satisfaction of Bishop 

Foley. It appeared that tho dissatlsflod element was led by 

aeue taeafoera of the 9mina Polaka. certain saloon keepers who 

wore retained by fctao Masons to foment disloyalty to th* 

mmmmmmun ii mmmmmmmm** 
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Ô WPSii * ftoo ill fooling roaohod oliiasjc oa® night whoa 

Father jussklewics was brutally boston by a group of *ml* 

dsjatlfiod assailants. Although tho polios iavostlgatsd* tho 

culprits were never apprehended. Collapse of tho parish 

aosssod Isgginemt aad with it tho progress of roionla. Fortu­

nately at this tijae, Father Adolph BsJoHnewski* a alssioaejy 

of tho Resurrection Congregation who bad worked among tho 

$olo* in southwestern united States, arrived la Chicago oa 

his way to Rojae, Bolnotoat to besom© involved in tho mis-* 

understanding at saint Stanislaus pariah, ho resided in tho 

Stasoh fajaily hosao some distance froa tho turbulent so#ao.v 

Bm to the persistant refusal of tho parishioner a to retain 

Father Jasskiawies, tho bishop requested Father Bateaowskl 

to assuEie temporary adminietr&timu to provoat mom serious 

consequences aad to pacify the people, ho agreed. la duo 

tlao, acceptance of saint Stanislaus as a nmnnmmtim 

Mission was received from Roiae, and with it poptissioa for 

Father Bakaaowaki to remain la Chicago. At first tho now 

pastor appeared to bo ao more successful than his ps*edooessor# 

11 .in 1,111 til in mm n m — m m — . w . t 

MHfc* Polish saloon koopor was a sma of groat te» 
portoaoo to those in tho oow«nity» lot only was h® eon* 
sldesr&d a w*UHtaf*mw& person whoae advioo was he*d»4L but 
ho also aotea as banker, polit ioal e«mole aad iatejpprotor* 
mm JUwlfPaato entrusted KonOy to Mm so that ho oould 
ajpSKsago tamatportittloa fox* soma of th® iwd^ants* ablatives 
who mm s t i l l l a Poland* ftoattia* tho saloon fc**p*» did 
this tttirmisjbi a low Xttvk Bank, who paid hla a commission, but 
aotmthms ho dopositod tho Jso&oy ,to his own aooowat sad 
laJtonu* th® ismimmxita that negotiations bs4 failod* 



fwmrm OF PARXSHBS 9 

Heated ar&taaenta and unreasonable suspioioas attended every 

parish activity, Some wombors of the parish had begun to 

boost opoaly of thoiv msonie affiliation, ridiouliag all 

offorts of tho mors doolie to smintoln aad ©aspaad tho 

ployod by the Masons to cauaa disaonsion, others were given 

free intoxicants by saloon koopors who feared tho moral 

influence of tho priest. Aaong thoso agoats of hat© and 

dissenaioa was a teacher of English, a Polo educated ia 

England, who although a Catholie had beoosio a Protestant aad 

oa avowed enesty of Catholiclsa. Ignorant of M e religious 

convictions, Father BakanoweM retained him as personal 

tutor. 2ho lessens in English soon led into discourses oa 

philosophy aad theology* l»p?oasod by th* Pastor*s ploty 

aad forceful exposition of tho dopafto of tho Church, tho 

tutor revealed his %vtam roiigioas ©oaviotlojts and with tho 

help of tho priest renounced Protestant ism. m o tutor*« 

deathbed conversion aad christian burial incited the Masons 

to stronger action, inasmuch as tho m a y throats did not 

silence Father SsksaowsM, ho was offered twenty dollars a 

month to disooatiauo his anti-Masonic attack*. Siaoo ho 

could not bo bribed or Intimidated, M a life was threatened. 

on ojttt mmmtm ho uaose^ootodly appearod at a aocrot Hafloalo 

Kootins and_warned those prosoat that ho would rosort to uso 
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of firoama If any attempts mm nado upon his lifo* Ho 

steoagfchsnod his position by display of a loaded revolver* 

®ho plan suaooodod admirably and for tho vonaladop of his 

A oMa^o ia th# diroetlon of the wind spared tho 

foliab ©offlBiusity from tho chieago Firs of 187X* ISi© parish 

esrod for ov*y throo hundred fire refugoos* ih* faftilpe* 

epidemic whloh followed tho firo» soriously offoeted tho 

ooiaiaimity. The situation would have booon* laore disastrous 

had i t not been for the untiring work and sacrifice of 

Pfither 3akanowskit who not only administered religious 

ooafopt but aided tho only Polish dootos? la tho cosfflualty la 

arrosting and pffovoatiag tto* sp3P0ad of disease. 

H*o auasbor of pariehlonars iaero&sod so rapidly '.Tith 

now «*#iwals tmm Poland that tiae supor-iors In Boss* seat 

Heverend J, ttd&owtkl as assistant* iSajply in HOT, plans 

were discussed for th® o*&s«80tt*at of tho oharch or «o&* 

a traction of one that oould aoooitoodato a l l paj*isMo»ors# 

fhe dylag tutor sailed Ms daughtor- to his bodsido 
sad exacted a p«*omlso that sho would inf OMI his Mason assool* 
atos of his dying wish for a christian burial* Aftor sow® 
difficulty, m& prlost soeurei protoatioa of polio® at tho 
fuaoml siaoo ho iavitod tho Wmwm providing tholr aufttavuy 
imtm$* woapo not wo»# $holr absence at tho a©«wtoi?y and 
ftsmml w&s used to show peoplo that M&aoas dosort their oim* 
Af toj? ho was totnaf ©w@d to London, two attoiapto woro » d e on 
his l i fo dtttiag lass* Whoa a M b plaatod iasido a oftndl* 
fallod* an awiod assailant fired w l t t but Kissed* An 
Awofioaa Mason was believed t© haw ©agiaoorod th® plot* 
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tto matter was lef t ia tho hands of two parish organisations, 

the old Saint Stanislaus Society aad a n*w»* organisation, 

the Saiat f̂bsoph Sooioty* After iwaay jwotiags punctuated 

with b i t t e r discussions and loagthy deliberations, I t was 

finally deoided that another parish was th® solution to tho 

©sfoaporowded Renditions* Shoo® plans w«*« te^ptorarily post* 

ponod whoa Father Bakaaowski was rooallod to tens la January 

of W¥& unti l a pewanemt pastor, Rove**n£ flaaoat B&rsyaski, 

was appointed a year l a t e r . 

Wlt& father Bojwsyaski a now ora bogoji tw tho Polo** 

A ma of oacooptioaal organisational abil i ty, untieing la his 

efforts# motivated by patriotism, love of tho p*opl* aad a 

iosli*© to ftwaHf oatroaoh tho Sosurrootioalsts in this lo* 

oality* ho booaso an ii&poytoat ftotop aad a ctiaulmtiag for** 

of Polish progroas not only ia Ohioago but throu#H»»t tho 

muted States • tt» ffilnolff,, mmtpm t^MM* * a***** 

tension aowspapoF^ oossparod M B to Fopo ®^©fcry and Bsaporor 

Augustus booauso of his iron will* otwploto f**rloft*n»aa andl 

uaboliovoshlo fsswgy* His outstanding abi l i t ies wore with* 

out doubt ^sponsible for tho inauguration of significant 

religious aad nationalistic oshiowsBwats aaong th© foles, 

^ i i i i s a i , mmm aa&*$o*».i§» awAHifiOKi, i*** ®it„ 
¥©!* 1, p# 73U 

^wio^w imam*, OP* **,*«» v^u 9, t* 55*57* 
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U s determination to dominate Polish Catholics and extend 

tho control of h i s rel igious cosaauaity over thorn beeaia© the 

basis of iatoa'^paroohlal struggle for over two decadoa *fhieh 

almost prooipitatod a signlfieant desertion of Poles fr«w 

tho Soman Oatholio Church, A ©oatosaporary, Peter Kiot&a®«af 

explained tho s i tuat ion that eadstod aad which was pa r t i a l ly 

responsible for the struggle botwooa Father Baneynski and tho 

movefflont for aoa«£iosurrootloaist controlled parishes: 

People are oenaoa aad uncultured, mm in te l l igen ts ia 
a rabble, a s t ree t mob which only blasphemes and do* 
moralises tho people* Be oaa add to th i s group 
pr ies t s l ike 81*esQ*efc, Sslorssy aad Koasorty. Ho 
wonder a good pr ies t has a hard time of i t {#..) l a 
America p r ies t s &2?o of a very low calibsp© oxeepfe 
Fathers Barsyaski, Debrowakl, Hoosygoba and 
2wie^ows3d*®# 

Ho faHod to add, however, tha t i t was precisely th i s oowoa 

and uncultured eletaent which Father aarsyaaki used so 

sk i l l fu l ly and often uados^iaadedly i a his attoapt to control 

the <$iieago Polos* Bathing ©soaped tho Attention of th i s 

n»e33arfeabl© parson* <*Very festivity, re l ig ious , educational 

and ©oonos&e was undertaken to promote tho in teres ts of tho 

Bosurrootloa Coaasaalty aad tho Chicago pploni*. In that order* 
l v 

Bis newspaper greatly publicised these ventures » 

W$B%KA0 Loo. ejt»« Vol* 5, F* 22* 

Scandal Attributed to ^Lmmm&mm% of £40Opoo do* 
ponltodila th* pariah bank caused h i s snpotftoi?* i a Hwo to 
reca l l htoi to explain h i s eoadtset* l a 1897 a special coin-

to e^min© the ©harsh r*eo«d*« Bishop Foley 
fh*t*r«r ho doss i s good* I t I s wy business". 
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In a siagl* year, 1674, ha built a rectory, a school 

aad quarters for tho Huns of tho Notre fiame who wore en­

trusted with tho eduoation of ID* ohUdiroa18* Siaoo those 

nuns mm not Polish, ttsr© was wash apprehension, laltlstod 

by father Bayayaskl, that th® ohlMroa would !***& too audi 

Bnglieh* 4hi* WAS an ojsâ plo of bis eatofpsisiag latoUeat 

whereby ho kept *H*» th® Ideals of natloa«ll«. 

Sao roUdSh ooBWuaity la tho vicinity of Ashland 

Avenue sad 15th Stspoot had a taisalon ©hwoh soiwrod by the 

p#ie*t* from SRiat Stanislaus* ttiis settlement was la#go 

enough to support a parish priest and ia 1B7B, tho now 

parish of saint Adslhos* was o#$g»alse4 £©*» thorn by Father 

Bs4?sya»ki# la tho jmam th*t followed, ho established fiw* 

now parishes as tho need arose* 

Soon a mm Saint; Stanislaus CJburch, one of the 

largest sad noet **pMi»g structures in the city, was 

erected at an expenditure of over oa* hundred thousand 

dollars12. The parish gm® so rapidly and became the 

largest parish la tho Italt** States, raqulrlag the services 

of fourteen priests. Th© religious disposition of the 

p# IS**I@» 
lfnut«lnr tfta*m* |£ |A®M## ***** t* p t m» 

mmm lruj»kfe If i t l l WM parish fiaaaolal w o r t 
ttP* of 
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people is best deseribed by a Result sessionary who pwtiel* 

noted ia A religious revival at Saint Stanislaus Parish* 

Our gpoAtost mission took place In Chicago la tho 
ohujpsh of SaAnt Stanislaus, *rhis lasted frosa th® 
7fch to $®rd of Meveisber, 1S85* fho Superior General 
WAS Father Alexander Mathaushok Colo) aad I was M s 
solo companion. At the seasons £»*» 10,000 to 
12,000 people were present. Ihere wore 05 Polish 
secular priests helping us ia tho ooafoosloaal. m 
heard confessions up to eleven o'clock at night. 
Kearly all the ooafessions wore general and counted 
over 10,000* All tho prleats deoiarod that they had 
neve? wifcaessod ao groat a mission. Shrou^b the 
grace of Ood m a y resmrkabl© conversions were made 
bei& from sin sad apostasy* $h» Most Hevoroad 
Archbishop visited tho Mission throe tines« lie CSBO 
twleo for the *4nlal**»4ftg of aeniljm*tl*a* eoafewlag 
that sacrament on S,000 mm* Jigs oaae tho third time 
to give apostolic boaoflotion* 

m leas, the eoastouetloa of A aiaoty»fIv© thousand 

dollar school began at Saint Stanislaus. It was a four 

story building containing aixfceon classrooms, four largo 

snooting halls aad the largest parochial auditor!ura in the 

eity, seating about four thousand people # To eneourags 

seooadary education, Father Barsyaskl founded the Saint 

Stanislaus collage tho following year. <Bm institution was 

really never more than a high school. Another school 

building WAS Added later to accomodate the increased 

wfc w U 1% p# 7W$# 
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On May 3, 1699, death *atorf**©d with future plans 

Of Father Barzynskl. 2fce pariah had lost its ggreat leader 

and tho Polo* la Aiaexlca lost a m&n who had done much to 

advance Polish culture and Ideals• As had been stated at the 

beginning of this chapter, tho Saint Stanislaus Parish served 

not only A S A religious center f ^ v Chicago roles but had boon 

tho fulcrum of oil Polish activities, fits former pastor of 

SAlnt John Cantiua parish* Reverend John Kasprstynakl WAS 

anted the now pastor* The Resurrection Congregation selected 

Father Franeis Gordon, a young mm of exceptional abilities* 

to replaee Bather B&rsynaki AS builder and organiser. 

A gyaamaiua was erected la 1900 f m? tho young people 

of Saint Stanislaus parish but because of the urgent need 

§m> more classrooeis, it WAS ooavortod into A school in tho 

fallowing year, Additional classrooias were aoodod in 1902, 

so tho old school WAS rebuilt At a oost of $8g#8S0f mking a 

total of twenty-four elasarooias available fop elementary 

education. Father Gordon organiEcd the People*a fMlvorsity 

during the noacs yea# aad lacturee wore given on Poll ah 

History, Polish culture, religion and citisonship,. Members 

of the Haaurrectlon CtaAg*«gAtl*a.# leading Polish jourrialiato 

and ©thsr professional mm conduced the classes. The demise 

of father mmpmM did not retard tho growth sad progress 

of jf&lonl** In fact his death mmt%€ mnoh of tho factional 

jftiftftlsm a»d opfoaitioa to the HosuOTootioalst Fathers* 
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When Father Francis Gordon mm appointed pastor of 

Saint Stenialaus, another e m of progress WAS inaugurated* 

From all indications it was oven more progressive and more 

constructive than the BasMiyaski period, A oe^loua fire 

delayed tho building program planned by the now pastor. On 

Beoan&er SI* ISO©, ft** dosts^rod tho large m>d@i?a s shoal 

building * tho library contal*iing e v w one thousand velw»@# 

Aad all records of su&y parish activities* Hie parish 

suffered A less of over one hundred fifty thousand dollars 

for uninsured property. Over throe thousand children wore 

without educational facilities. Glasses wore conducted in 

tho upper and lower ohmrohos* the nuns wore temporarily 

housed la Saint Kaspy** Hospital building while th© church 

societies hold tholr meetings ia the college building aad in 

the ©ffleoA of tli* foliah dally Q^oa^iM,* By m®m m$ 

1007, construction of A mew school, seaveat and aud|toi»itsa 

began* l^d by Father ̂ opta% tho pailsh societies began 

tmmeish activity to raise th© aooossary funds to finance 

thie now pp*|eet* In August, the mm» wore able to move Into 

fch*i# now h © » and la Deoeji»o3P oven their pi&v&to chapel was 

expiated* Warn sohool building five stories high contained 

t±nr*teax tolmewmm* thy** lay^e saoetia® halls and o«b*r 

aeooHMOd&ticms, Fully equipped the school cost two huadrosi 

*is&y, tSamtssM dollars. Qmmmwitj of tho parishioaws mm 
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asooytalnod frosa the fact that A single collection to re­

build the school amounted to $40,079*54» la 1906, tho now 

auditorium, the finest ia tho city, was cockle ted, The 

buildings wore dedicated by Archbishop Qulgloy ®S3& by the 

Viee-Froaldent of th* United states, Charles I^irbanks, who 
Si 

ease to Chisago for this occasion # 

tfhen the need for strong aggressive leadership had 

arisen in the Jjsmeulate Heart of Mary parish, Its organiser 

PAther Ooi>doa WAS transferred there la 1®0»# Saint 

StAalslau* continued t* serve AS the heart of Foloala under 

tho pastorage of Father Hogalsfcl* irew buildings and lis* 

provoaoats wero Added yearly| new interests and activities 

developed* In 191** tho parish school beessse one of tho 

first to iatrodue© a two year esffisaerelal course. Buying tho 

following years Father Impanels Desablnskl became pastor and 

iAAUgurated way time activities designed to atrengthen the 

cause of Poland's Independence. At saint StAalslau* as la 

All Polish parishes, plans ways formulated to oolloot large 

sums of money to be used whoa Poland was liberated* 

She Holy M a l t y Parish established in 1873 was 

located only a few bloclca fr<«a the pioaoor parish* As had 

been assKfcloned oaylier, this parish developed a* a y**ult *f 

m ) m i i i ii I I I I I W I I -

M *£&* ff*Hflror. P*f»y*A kt,, ,^fw»B» m?. »M*» 
p* 89*89s 
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overcrowded conditions at mint Stanislaus08. Th© plan of 

oyganiaatlon WAS undertaken by tho Saint Joseph Society 

with the Approval of tho bishop. A plot of land was 

purchased for ton thousand dollars and the land was dooded 

to th* society* Due to the proseimlfcy of the two ohurohos 

friction developed which eventually led to bodily assaults 

between tho members of taint Stanislaus and Saint 3<smth 

Societies23* Xaa*asaeh a* Bishop Foley favoyod th© as-

tabliohaent of A now parish* Father Joha Wo&awskl of saint 

Stanislaus Aided the saint Joseph society ia tho collection 

of funds for the now <ehuyeh# Meatoey* of the founding 3©* 

elety constructed the church themselves siaoo they could 

not afford th* seyvloos of professional builder* * SIshop 

Foley blessed th* now eh&reh privately ia oydoa? not to la* 

crease the ill feelings botwooa tho two parishes* As a 

matter of record, the church *** never publicly olessed* 

With the ©xooptlom of two parcel* of land retained to moot 

unexpected easpoaee®. tho Saint Joseph sooloty turaod the 

deed of the property over to tho Bishop la conformity w.ith 

the yeOlag of the Beatify* Oomrtl*4* 

Althoa^i It was a soparato entity* th© now parish 

was ooasldeyed a mission oMroh by the pyt**t« and pa* 

yt*hle*t*y* of $a.tefc BtA«lal*ag# fho underlying emo** of 

»ii.i.mw<.inii«iiM»-ni»wii" MIIIIUKII nmmii 
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All fflleunderutan&ing was the division ia authoxdty over th* 

PAy4.*h fiaAaoo*, tho responsibility being shared by th© 

p*»t*y aad tho parish treasurer* Bach had oontrol of ape* 

cifio aouroes of ineosie and the true situation of tho pa* 

rochial finances was unlmowa* this resulted in *««tt**tlca* 

against both treasurer and the priest* All Attesapt* of 

Father Bftygyas3d. for roeoaolllAfeion met with rebuff sad sue* 

plcion, Iheae appyohonsioas wore based on common knowledge 

that Father Bej^^yasM eonaldoysd th© now parish taeroly a 

Mission sad planned to control it* ffee stint Stanislaus 

faction OAllod for oloslag of Holy Wlnlty Ctmreh and the 

building of one large now church to aeeowaodate all. fhl* 

plea was suppoyted by sowe MOMfeers of Boly Vviiiitv but It 

appeared that they wore primarily now paylsMeneys who had 

contributed nothing to tho organisation and building of tho 

church* Adding to the confusion was a petition circulated 

by FAthey BAjmpsskl demanding; tho dissolution of Boly Trinity 

as A separate parish. It had been signed by most of the pa­

rishioners of Saint Stanislaus aad many of those from Holy 

Trinity. Simultaneously the opposition circulated a pe­

tition demanding cosiplets MtaneaQr* It was further stlpu* 

lated ttaat as long as their pastor was a swsber of th© 

losuyyootlom Ooagy*pttloa all payish flaaaooa would bo 

eatyustod to a paudata ty«*um**r elootod by th* parishloa»rs 
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and he alea* would be yospoasiblo for tho finance*®®* la 

the meantime, Fafehar Baysyaaki had aside plana to novo Holy 

trinity Ghupsh to Bradley Street and coaveyt it into a 

school bunding* He failed duo to th® reluotanco of civil 

s&therltles to issue A poyoit offootlag auoh a transfer of 

property. Bad ho succeeded, he would have precipitated a 

saAjey riot* Defeated in this Attempt* he tried to ooavlao© 

tho real estate fim of Sheldon and Bow, tho mortgagee, that 

Holy Trinity parish would no longer exist and that tho firm 

could dispose of tho pyopeyty* It w&s listed for auotloa in 

the English langUAge papers as payments, had h%m la arrears 

to tho extent of one thousand five hundred dollars. To pre­

vent legal ooH^HoAtloas, tho realtors notified Andrew Kuyyf 

president of the Saint Joseph Soeiety. aad ©ffoyod to with* 

hold tho auction if tho amount duo was paid J«iedla&ely# 

fhoy proninod to issue a clear title to them upon eesstpletien 

of A H 9*|MKfear% Kuyy aad other interested parishioners 

wore able to raise the neeessary mm aad agreed to meet tho 

regaining p&ysteats promptly. For tho immnt It appeared that 

aoBSfeloy had returned. t?nf ertuaafeely this was only a prelude 

to th© tragedy that followed. 

mmrmimii urn IIIIHI.II.HII..II Kin i in i i i . i»n» 

**Xt 1* isspossibla to sjsplain tho prcwiso smd* by 
th* ytmlt*** steoo th* pyopeyty had boon ai signed previously 
to Il*hop Foley by the S&iat Joseph society* 
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Siaoo tho p*yla!bioneys had assumed responsibility 

fey the financial solvency of the pariah, It was dooided 

that A H fla&nelal scatters would bo entrusted to tho parish 

tye&aurey* Oa the first Sunday in La»t* 1874, the parish 

tyeaouyer* Joseph araje$syl&# took possession of tho woeiOy 

church solloetioa* Informed hy Father Baysyaskl of this 

latest development, fee Bishop oyd«yod th© church closed. 

M a prsoipitated a riot aad m a y of tho more informed 

sashey* of Sadat Stanislaus Shawn suppoytod th© position of 

Soâ r Syiaity* It wag one thing for th® Poloa to fight aaong 

thosisolvos but they could not tolerate an outsider* even a 

bishop, Interfering with wh*t they considered their private 

affair* 

Holy M a l t y gained «y*p*thl**y* not only mxmg tho 

Fellah element but also other OAtholle p»oup»* the Slffaop 

yemaiaed steadfast and the ohweh ywtaijsod alo*ed for four* 

toon months, Xm the iaioyls *•»• paylabloaeys attended the 

Saint Stanislaus Ohuroh whore they wore hayaagued by tho 

Heeuryeetiomist priests trying to defend and justify their 

position in this degrading episode. Many joined tho adjacent 

Ooysian parish of Belnt Bonifao® while sows Abandoned the 

0atholie ®tuy*h ia uttssj* ooafcewpt* Bie closing of the ehuyefe 

had A sobering affect upon mmt Polos* ,tb*y realisod that 

only th»u^* unity and solidarity waa p*«gy*ssiw* action 

possible* Use two factions deelA«d to forget thair dlffeyenoea 



FOffiffiX» OF PA1X8HBS m 

And work in unison f*y tho welfayo of the IgKnlfiPant caa-

amity* Besieged by delegation® to reopen tho church* tho 

Bishop agyeed as soon m ho found a suitable priest to ad­

minister tho parish* the negotiations between tbsw booaa© 

stagnant duo to the laslstaaao of tho Bishop to give tho 

pariah to tho Hesuryeotloai^t priests while the parishioners 

refused to aooept thest^* 

Wall© tills i»&sae ooourrod* Father Albert 

Sleloussay from Hew XorSs: was visiting ia th© bom© of an 

Influential Fele, publisher £*ynlewlos* flow* of tho Chicago 

Poles had Jrnowa ttoth** Sfleleussay la Europe aad thoy asked 

him to resiala la Clxlaê -Q. A now oosnittoo was dispatched to 

the Bishop suggesting that ho appoint Father ttlsletuta&y as 

pastoy of tholr pariah # J'yomising to coasldoy th® awttey* 

ho Instructed tho gyoup to return tho following d&j with tho 

priest* Jtethe* iHolcustey acconpaalod by th® eows&ttoo 

oallod upoa the Bishop and pr***nt*4 his eyodeafclals* After 

a cursory aomdaAtleav the Bishop dismissed tho group saying 

®?wm%m mmzm* *»*• eift*. vol* io# p* s©* 
^Ffethoy melon* slay* boya aad aduostod in Prussian 

Poland* was ordaiaod la 1M0« Bo had boon iutprisoned for 
aiao swath* by tho *«tb*yiti*s they* imp insulting th® royal 
fsally# loofeuso of his aay*l*»tiag opposition to tho 
l*yu»siaai»tloa of Pol**, ho was constantly movod about by 
ehuyoh Authorities*, p«feabXy at the suisgostloa of th* civil 
govoyamont e&o fo&yed his lnflu*ao* over tho subjugated 
people* To esmpt furthoy pw*eutlo% ho ©*»&# to 4n*yi*A« 
A* pastoy of * folieh. parish ia Kav York, ho had «e*ie 
difficulty mm the m t l j m l l s t i * tosa* of toeylean hierarchy* 
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byusl&y* *I do not too* Father Mi»l*ti*ayte aad do not wish to 

know him89®* 

Bebuffod* the parishioners appealed to tho Holy see* 

!$&y*e OAbles wor© dispatched before a favorable reply was 

resolved aul&iorlsiag Falser Ul*l*tt**ny to say mass until 

sash time as tho eaolesiaettoal authority eoald conduct an 

Investigation a»d terminate the Issue* Oa April 84, 1877, 

the church ims reopened* la A lot toy to his mother la 

Poland, Fathor Kielomaray gave tho following account of tho 

incident; 

Sawing tyaveled 1*Q00 miles from Mow ¥©yk, I stopped 
ia Chisago. 13»ye ar® smay 2*oles here who know m& 
bask homo* a*y have three churches here. Hie Bishop 
decided to oioso and dmkmf ©no of th©»* & * **!•• 
would not pen&it thia t© happen ©lac® it had cost them 
a lot of soaoy aad since It was built only two year® 
ago* Shoy asfeed mo to help thow and I agreed aad 
oausod a sd*undfryat*adiag between tho Bishop and my* 
self* I roopaaod tho church on f&lm Sunday by th© 
peysdasitm of tho Fopo* At l***t 1*000 people attend 
.lass each Sunday, ttsey pay a* #S0*§O pm? soath plus 
iaoidontals* I have boon here two Months* l have a 
oholy hero a® good a® tho o»# ia tho Oathedral at 
daio*ao, but 1 do not know how th© Holy Fathor will 
decide this Issue* Th* Bishop eeaaid*** m® aad asy 
pArishloaoys as falloa away frea tho ehuych while 1 
pyetest this and it Is a aouye* of tyoubl* between ua* 
£h* people ay© solidly behind mo since the Bishop 
haysted fchoa and would cause them to lose $20*000* 
Many paylshioaeys have made 1mm to tho ohuroh which 
they would ioao* th*yofey«* there is gosaplalat, crying 
aad cursing of th® Di*h*p mid one of the priests 
{Bay«ya*feiT who is helping tho Sliabop against as and 
my people*^* 

^ihid»* p* «MB4* 
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•She parish prespeyed* She au»ytg*s* was paid, tho 

ahuyoh rodoooyatod, two now *!***§ puyehased and a new 

yoetoyy was *y*oted* En* parish school whloh had boon 

established in 1879 was ia sossioii *l£he**>i the enroll^iant 

suffered due to the uafAlr *yltl*JUn of the opposition* lh* 

parents also feared that the parish would be dissolved at any 

time. 

As A prerequisite to any settlement of the Holy 

Trinity question, the now prelate of Ohioago, Archbishop 

peahen, withdrew the pylvlle®* of heayiag ooafossioa fveai 

Father Mielcussny and oydoyod him to do penanee* 8&»n this 

occurred la January of 1881, the priest refused to obey the 

Archbishop and was detsnsined to gain complete control of 

th* church property* fbm pyopeyty had boon &«&$&*& to the 

Bishop of ChloAge* the parish eeaaait***, aad Fsthey 

Ml*lou*gay ia *sju*l shares* A® e*nd&*% angered tsaay of his 

payiahioaeys who insisted that ho renounce his legal claim 

to the parish pyopeyty# lis yofusal resulted ia eivll lltl* 

gation* lot to b* outdone ho instituted eivil aotlon against 

the parish* This natter was a***? adjudicated since Father 

Mielcusany died Of apoplexy oa Juno 2, 1881. Although runors 

of poiaoalag wore widely •iMwl*t*d# th* olvll authorities 

weye satisfied hi* »vM»u death wis from aatuyml OA***** I» 

oydoy to pyoveat Any iaoldont** tho funoyal was held *t Seiat 
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Adalbert Church with episcopal penniesion^1. 

With the death of Father Mlelcussay, negotiations 

were yeopened between tho Archbishop and the pariahioners* 

A pASter acceptable to the people was promised as noon as a 

el ear title for the property in the name of tho G&tholio 

giahop of Chicago WAS Issued32 • When the papers were ready, 

tho Ayohbiahop refused to accept them unless they would 

Allow the church aad rootoyy to bo coavoyted into an orphans'' 

home or an annex of $alnt Stanislaus Pariah* He olaizied his 

pyedocessor Bishop Foley had signed a ninety-nine year 

ooatyaot with the Eosuryootlon Congregation* Xhe provisions 

of this eoatraot wore never revealed* Father Saulak toiapo** 

yaylly adjaiaisteyed the parish* Tho parochial school was 

continued under the direction of Anthony Kallek with tho ap-

pyoval of tho Archbishop* The opposition froya Saint Stanis-

laus continued to iateyfeye and Intensify tho bad failing 

between the people and tho ecclesiastical authority* Anethoy 

appeal was direeted to tho Pop** The first letter to Row© 

WAS dispatched on Ootoboy 82, 2&0S* followed by the second on 

January 16# 188$* Both had boon written by a Chisago at-

torney of XtAllaa ojttyaotloa* Roooiviag no reply to tholr 

selieltAties** they pyopayod a petition signed by the 



FOuUDIKG OF PARISHES 26 

outstanding eitiaoas of all nationalities, sixty member* of 

th* state legislature, the governor of Illinola* tho mayor 

of Chicago, and the United states congressmen from Illinois. 

It WAS accompanied by a letter from the State Representative 

of the thirteenth District, 0, A. JCLupp, and stalled oa 

May 15* 1SS5, to William w* Aster, Halted States Ambassador 

to Italy* who would personally deliver it to tho Holy 

Father. The Secretary of the American Legation, L* Richard* 

replied cm Juno £7* 1883, acknowledging interest la this 

matter* 

Xa the temporary absence of Mr* Astor, I wish to 
inform you that tho documents for the Holy Fathey 
have been forwarded unofficially through tho ractor 
of tho Araeyisaa Oollege to b© dsliveyed ia person®** 

The Holy Trinity question began to interest the 

American press* Hupp succeeded In having tho reporter of 

*&* ghica-̂ o fimm eximlna the situation at first hand md & 

different viewpoint than had been given uy the opposition 

appeared. Two day* later, however, under tho title Priest 

sad People a now attasfc was launched agalast Holy frialty* 

The matter WAS temporarily resolved when the priosto of 

Saint Bonif*o* supported $bly tEyialty* Over thyo© j&ontha 

M**MMM 

1*1*. ffayafil MM. fyoioy* op-oit** p# $1-32. 
,J" m t m W WelW'tEs ĝaf'sA'doy of tho 

Salted Statea in this mat tor was undertaken foolishly* It 
Would have b**a impossible for MM to undertake the mission 
officially AS this was a local church mattoy which in no 
way Izjvolved the relationship of America and tho Vatican. 
At this time a* official diplomatic representation eadUstod 
botwooa tfeu**> 
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had elapsed sine* an Appeal was made to the Pope and no 

word had been received, petitions were dispatched to the 

church dignitarlea seeking their iateyoossion* Many 

parishioners had some from aallcia, hence a memorandum was 

seat to tho Papal Huaoio la Vienna* lo pres&sod to later* 

Odd* for then with Cardinal Simeon!, Prefect of th© Propa­

ganda. A sosBsittee called oa Archbishop Solas of Milwaukee 

who WAS leaving for Hosts* He promised to inteycodo* 

Archbiehop ffeehaa had beoa in Bonne la 1SB3 and upon 

his yetuya yeopeaod tho Holy M a l t y issue* Bts was willing 

to reestablish the parish ©a two conditionsj acceptance of 

A sMaaber of th* Resurrection Congregation as pastor, and 

acknowledgment that th* parish was only an annex of Saint 

Stanislaus Church, Thesa conditions were presented at a 

special meeting oalled by tho Archbishop aad presided ©voy 

by Vieay deaoyal Seaway on April M$ 1©84* £>* pariahleners 

voted unanimously against both pyopoaals* The status re* 

raalnad unchanged for tho next five years. Archbishop Foohaa 

again yeopeaod a*$etiAtiona* A week later oa January 11, 

1880, A olaay 4&0€ to tho parish pmm#%y was given to him 

aad he promised to assign a priest acceptable to tho people 

of th* parish*"% Opening of the ehureh was sohodulod fay 

®%*yh*p» hi* latoatio©* w*y® si»e*y*» but duo to 
py*as»y# of the Jtessuroetionlsts, hi* pmm&m wm afeawlosed* 
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5Jh© ©spootations of th© parlsMonors wore changed to 

disappointment when they discovered that their now pastor 

was a Roaurrootioalst* Father Binoa Koby*ya*kl* Bioy had 

boon dupod* Hi© now pastor was unpopular from tho "stmvf ba« 

ginning* Una objection was not to M s person but to tho 

Congregation of which he WAS a jaeusber* Sueh noatal atfcltud* 

precluded any amioable relationship*: Ho informed tho p*opl* 

that money expended ia past negotiations would not bo liqui­

dated by the pariah treasury, 'This provoked resentment 

among those who had advanced loans aad had been promised re* 

payzsent from the normal parish Income * Ia a sermon one 

Sunday ia August, tho pastor threatened to decorate the 

eatyance with raouralng bunting to humiliate tho parishioners 

If they did aot become nor® eoopeyatlvo aad submissive* 

Only tho ojulok thinking of tho teaeh^y^rganist, Anthony 

Hallok, pyovoatod a serious riot in tho ohuroh and bodily 

h a m to the pastoy^s
t She Ayohblshop ordoyod tho ©huych 

closed foy the third tlaj*f and ignored all airwala for Its 

y*opealag* 

la Movorah<ayji a eostsittoo consisting of Anthony 

Hallek* end Joseph aiHtnelstey left for Washington, District 

of Columbia, to see Archbishop aatolli* tho special repre* 

seatatlvo of tho Pope seat feo Asuerloa to offlata** at tho 
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dedication of th* O&tholio Ua£v***ity of Araeyioft* From a 

0hio*«OAa of ItAliaa descent, they had yooeived a lottoy of 

iatyoduotloa to the Italian ©oasul ia Boltisioye and throu#i 

hira t&ey a*t $m*p*m Sohiaf tin©* a relative of Oaydiaal 

Ofecoblni* an Influential Roman Prclat©. ttyough later* 

cession ©f sdilaftlsjo and the good offices of Cardinal 

Gibbons, they yooelvod a prosd*© fyom Ayohbiahop satolll 

that he peyaoaally would present their grievances to th© 

pyefeet of the Propaganda, pay the next seven month* a* 

word we* heard , 

It was now determined to send A osssmittoo directly 

to Rome, m © store pyo*p#y©us eoatylbutod aooessary fund* 

and A oosMlttoo of lablonski and Orajcsyk left for B**v» 

early ia %BM» fhey met with Oardiaml Jacobinl who aeouaed 

them of lukewaiw attachment to their faim* Cardinal 

Siwooni WAS sympathetic but easplainod that tho Propaganda 

did not wish to interfere with matters which should bo 

settled by th* local bishop* Tho Pop* waa too ill to see 

them aad Cardinal Ledoehowakl WAS not seeing anyone* m e 

alsaion proved fruit lea a. 

In th* meantiTH© Ayohbiahop' aatolli returaod to tho 

t&alted States as Papal Legate and another commit tee was dl*-

patched to so* hiia. Be promised to east* to QhiOAgo to 

J ••i l lMl liiliHUIlllillli'ini mi 
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•samlne the situation. Oa June fi, 1893* Archblahop satolli 

arrived At Holy Trialty* colebyated Mass aad by this act 

officially yeopeaod the church, She struggle was over* rBm 

peyaletence sad determination to fight far what they know 

was A Just OAus* had won them Independence frost tho !?ssur~ 

rootion Congregation. At &he direetioa of the Papal Legato 

the parish was entrusted to th® Holy Grose Fathers of South 

Band, Indiana. 

Fa they W* osysewskl was appointed toaerporary edsiinla-

trator to escealao tho condition of tho pariah and appoint a 

responsible parish eosaslttes* lis findings indicated that 

the parishioners were loyal and zaeral people and that tho in­

debtedness of the pariah amounted to spproxtaatoly ton 

thousand dollars, fhis had boon expended la an attempt to 

win Autoaoisy* At tho suggestion of Ayohbishop Satolli* 

Father Gaaimir Sstuosk© of the Holy Cross Congregation was 

appointed pastor % 

The mm pastor did aot aake a favorable itaproasion. 

Is was a mrj young nan* ordaiaod only two yeaya earlier, 

mmXX la stature sî d frail. The opposition began to circu­

late stories that tho parish would bo closed la a few weeks. 

^Fathey sstuo^k© *** bora ia Pole** ia 1807* Ho 
ayylvod in Ameriea at the age of fifteen* u s educated by tho 
Holy Or©** Father® and ordaiaod at tfoty* Basse ia 1891. Ho 
was tho antithesis of Father Bay*ya»kl» Fathor Ortuexiee was 
A issa of gyeat piety* humble* charitable* completely devoted 
t* bis sailing* fh* Polish Independent Ohuyea would have 
Absorbed assay dissatisfied Pol** had It aot boon for his aid. 
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la a abort whilo* however* th* parishioners found this young, 

iaoacpoyionood pyieot ©nergotic and pious, an exceptionally 

gifted ateinlatratoy, a man whom everyone learned to love and 

yespeet*. One of his first lapoytaab decisions, whloh gained 

general approval aaong M s parishioners and othey fol*** wm 

to extend an invitation to tho Poliah national Alliance to 

hold its convention at Holy Trinity parish* The Polish 

National AHiano© eomposed of snore liberal and progressive 

iisaaigrants had been considered a leftist organisation beaause 

of laeJULeious propaganda* Sh* gravity of the®® misrepre­

sentations was ovldenaod by th© fact that th© Ordinaries of 

two dioooses had forbidden role* to join this oygfenlsatioa 

uader paid of exeowuaicafclon » The convention omsposed of 

delegates representing ail Fellah oonnuaitle* in the United 

States byou^xt Much valuable publicity to fee Holy Trinity 

parish. 

A auisfeer of parish societies for the youth and fee 

adults was organised by tho pastor* T&m pariah waa a b**hivo 

of activity* pyovidlag social iateroour©® for tho people and 

Monetary aid to the ohuroh* in April* 18S>4, th© pariah ccra« 

nitto* determined to build a now school * looauao only 

36st*f*» SABSSMZlMfX, Fpjlfeoy *f Aaegyo** Op»noitu* 

p. 48*4®* 
^%nli3te other catholic (fouyefte* la flhiea^o* Koly 

t r in i ty Fayish Ceaajltt** dsalded All important parochial 
Issues and o^eadl tares* I t does ao even to this day* 
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feur thousand dollars had boon collected for this purpose, 

tho Archbishop refused to permit its construction. Father 

Sstuosko appealed to hie parishioners and in three days an 

additional three thousand dollars were collected* iJernleslon 

for construction waa granted with the provision that th© 

parishioners would Individually assume financial responsi­

bility* She throe story building provided accomodations for 

780 studenta in its twelv© classrooms plus other facilities. 

It nocoasltated an o,xpenditia*e of six thousand dollars* The 

school enrollment increased so rapidly that la five years ad* 

dltional facilities had to b® provided* 

In May of that same year, Archbishop Poehan paid an 

official vlait to th© parish and was satisfied that the 

poopl© wore orderly and their pastor a man of virtue. In 

1895, the parish committee agreed to undertake remodeling of 

th® church* F.aeh of the twenty**!*: societies? assumed re* 

sponslbllity for financing eosis part of tho project* One 

purchased a new boll, another now vestments for th© church, 

each In like wanner completed Its share of tho undoytalcing* 

those church societies war© tho bAOkbone of the parish"*0. 

During th© following yeara, Father sstuocko was 

invited by th* Polish national Alliance to dedicate its new 

homo* this waa a great honor extended to so young a priest, 

^%si*je Farafil 3w* gyojcy* Qp», sit*. p# 53-74« 
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la hie dedicatory addyesa he referred to tills organisation 

as th© heart of Polish culture and spirit In America. Ho 

doaeyibod their now homo aa a focal point of all Polish 

Aotivlty* Although aeveyly criticised by th© Polish Roman 

Catholic Onion adherents h© had made a significant impyoseion 

on the mor® llbeyal eleaent and regained aany poles free tho 

Independent Polish National Church* In 1900, th© parish had 

to p*y $7,500 which was claimed by some parishioners as* motmj 

advanced to th© parish during the period of Interregnum. 

this was actually only half of the amount which the Apostolic 

Delegate ruled must be paid* Ifeo other half was paid by the 

SAint Stanislaus Parish^1. 

Pour years later tho parish was host to a convention 

of dologAtos reproeonting all Polish parishes in tho Halted 

States. *®m call waa issued aftoy th* Bishops of tho Mil** 

wRuke© and tho layquette Dlooee** ordered English laagitag© 

used la Polish ohuyehes and In the teaching of OAteehlam* 

It was Father astuosfeo who took th* Initiative to pyenrent 

this Attempt at nationalistic extinction rallying othoy® to 

aotlon* tho plan succeeded and the Polish language was 

yetain*d*% 
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By 1008* tii.® parish wast dob* free awi plans ware 

made for oonstyuotlon of a new ehuyeh* Impyoved real estate 

had to be purchased as vacant land was not available, no* 

oessltating an oaspoadlture of forty*thr©o thousand dollars* 

l&eayatioa began in April* 1904, and tho structure cost an 

Additional UBS*©73*49. A loss of five thousand dollars was 

suffered when a looal bank In which the church funds were 

located collapsed* The parish served ae ucyve center for the 

Polish Catholic Congress which was a*py**sly organised to 

petition for Polish Bishops* She o*n*eo:y*tion of Pathoy Paul 

Rhode as Bishop ia 1906 was tho direst result of pleasure 

exerted by this organisation*®* 

the building program continued under capable leader­

ship of th© pastor* lb* oonstyuotlon of a mm school was 

begun la 1908* la addition to all these parochial activities 

over fifteen thousand dollars #@re collected that year to aid 

flood victims and orphans Irs Poland* Ilia parish donated 

seven thousand dollars toward the founding of the Polish 

orplmnag© of Saint Hodwlg* Two years later, twenty*nia* 

thousand dollars wore appyepylated to purchase property to 

house the newly established Holy Trinity Hl^h school and la 

1011 tho Kosolussko fttolio ̂ ohool WAS povahAaed from the city 

*̂l**Xteff IBU3M* Sjodia lIM^oldol* KilwAUk*** 
amkarala 8*« fojoioeha* lli^V'TbiTi.npTJSBU* 41&*416# 
4«*446 #§ff €m$ 788, 814* Vol* ». p* TOS# 
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t0jp thirty thousand dollars to provide mora apace for tho 

rising enrollment of high school studonta* rJhy©o years 

later a now rectory and a parish club house wore completed 

representinrv an outlay of AP> roxlxtfetoly ton thousand dollars. 

Th® final achievement of this porlnd wao tho eyoctlon of tho 

now aohool building oorapletad in 191© at a cost of over a 

quarter nillion dollars'* * 

With th© beginning of >Vorld War I, the parish co­

operated with regional and national Polish organisations la 

every activity which would help the rebirth of the Polish 

State* Parades, theatricals and patriotic m&nif©stations 

wore means used to rai®e money* Political loaders were 

contacted, public opinion cultivated and ©very possible 

moans was -asod to arouse Interest of Vie American public In 

th© Polish Question45* 

^»e disagreement between tho two pienoey pari si sea had 

produced saany unexpected oea**<ttaene**« it accelerated tho 

desire of many lsjm!gp*ant0 to aova to now localities in tho 

City thus exposing thesaselvos to forces of assimilation* A 

more serious consequence was the alawsintj Incyoaae of rsoribor* 

ship la the Polish national Oatholi© cthoyoh stimulated by tho 

p̂*atl,itajpt ffarafll awjatej, ftypjpy* tec* cife#. «, aiwsc* 

^8tsMs£aw OMSA* npTAWA Fol*k* W AjBeyyo* PdXnoonel, 
M M „ * mm%tmmnmttu»i«m »• - M I m m i(a>i* , Nm«.».i .ihuum M n umH~mmmmm*mmmmimJ 

Op* a l t** p* 93* 
-mil* nr>ii lii i HI i " 
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d i sun i ty , In t e r -pa rooMal s t r i f e , hat® of /teoriaaa e a a l e s i -

a s t i o a l hieyarehy and the sheer s t u p i d i t y of the i isdt ;ranta* 

fho srovemnt was encouraged by l ay and c l e r i c a l opportunists 

who isade an exce l len t l i v i n g frcaa tho Independent Church 

Hovsaaant. Barasosewaki repor ted tha t there -grera four Inde*» 

pendent Pol ish pa r i shes l a Chicago &n& one Bapt is t sai salon 

in 1908, amis 

In addition to the priost ia th© full moaning of th© 
word, there are m&xtf who loft Europe gladly released 
by their bishops* many of whom were dlsciissifd frcsa 
European soainsrlos aad were ordained in tho United 
States, latere wore also laen of no religion who can© 
hero to stake ssoney as priests*®* 

In sow cases tho parisliioaors began agitation for 

an Xad*p*ndent Church because of th© dissatisfaction with 

tho bishop* Th® BAltiBoye Oouacll had deoreed that bishops 

alone possess legal title to all church property* This do-

olaioa had caused sufficient ttlaundeyatAndias la few Polish 

parishes to renounce their affiliation- to the foaan ohuroh* 

Finally the language iaaue was dooisivo In. sera* instances» 

Tho organisers of the' Independent Ohuroh substituted Polish 

for latin la churoh services* Inducing samy confused and ua» 

SafoypMkl people to join their isoveawnt* 

©i© Independent Bishop'of Chicago was Father Kioslowakl 
ordained la Southern Italy *4 solam ftiaaaw and 

^atAffen BAftSZGZSBfSKI* Pplaoy..!/., Aseyyoe, Pp.* cit.* 
p* 38* 
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oonsocratod bishop by tho Old Catholic Mishap Mersog 
in awl tsar land'.' ' Th© loaders of the Independent 
ghxupoh feioveatont in the United States are people of 
ao principles completely dor.onorsted while their 
priests constitute Uw dirtiest ©xauplos of A'wIIah 
priests In America4"* 

la on© instance "fee American bishops added to this 

confusion by sending Irish clerical students to seminaries 

in Poland in order that they l o a m th© l&n'ru&^o and replace 

the Polish priests in their diocese* This was discovered hj 

Beveyond i*» Cwikala of Cleveland who received a letter fycaa 

hia brothey* a mn>mb®F of tho faculty of Lwow SeainAyy. 

1?o our seminary are arriving mm®& mn&m so that 
wo can call our seninary a a y l t m r ^ Four 
Assoylcaa students ayrived "for the first year 
course* They are Kngliah or rather Irish. They 
have strange naiaes; Ihuysaan, MacKeo, King and 3©ok« 
?h© first two have attended a seminary In Detroit 
for two y®&m aad converse in Polish* fhoy have 
excellent sessory. One® they boar Polish words they 
ye&smber theta**1'* 

1?he loyalty of mmj r-olos to their parish prieuts 

at times approached fouAtlolani* %i th* priest was justly 

ropriiaendod by his olshep for soya Infraction of rules, m 

would accuse his superior of anti-polish activity and load 

his pAx&sdal oners 1-oto tho Independent Ohureh* If It was 

necessary to erect a now church* ho could depend on iMny 

Protestant sect® for monetary support* finally the 

w^>mm*a\Tim>'m!iimm*mm 

*73tef*n aAHSSC&SWaKI, folfeoy,,,ff„,,Atta.yyqe* op* oi t . , 

*s p* 4B*4$* 
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poisonous elenenta of tho Polish proas wore responsible for 

encouraging the Independent Movement by circulating 

falsehoods* superstition and hat©* 

Any butcher or saloon keooor boeasno a publisher, 
sent his paper all over tho unitjd states because 
of inexpensive mall charges, fonontcd trouble and 
disorganised the pooplo* ©ome priests to satisfy 
"their ©go and sre-sot© their own Interests also 
publish papers^0* 

ffii© Independent Stovenent was without doubt the nost disorgan­

ising factor among Foles in Chicago and in otrior pat»tc of the 

country* Its growth beo&no so rapid that American bishops 

called upon Jesuits from Poland to contain it, Th© oppo* 

sition to tho Jesuit missionaries was suaaaarised by their 

ehroalclort 

Our Palish missionaries are meeting almost every­
where with great opposition, Tho National Church 
has taken hold of the people1® »ind in a vague but 
alanaiii£ nannor. Prioots fcho;ns elves - sua ponded 
priests of course - have a own th© tares of schism* 
Hot wllliac to relinquish tholr parishes and their 
high living* they tell the people that the Irish 
bishops Late tho l*©losf that bhoy c&rs for nothing 
but atonoy* that there foro tho Poles should have acme 
bishops of their ovm. It was in keeping with this 
dosir© of having bishops of their own that two Polish 
priests* EAralnski aad Koslovaki* seat co far as to 
ask and obtain tho Episcopal consecration at th* 
hands of a achiajsabloal bishop*•• 

pyon tbl** it is easy to understand tliat our Polish 
DlAsloaeriee, father® MAtauakok (slo), Belgort, and 
Xltxmite. when opening a mission In tho neighborhood 
content with $reat difficulties. Entire towts aro 
thrown into ocasnetlon* One would thlni: that the t5*cea 

}f»m»ntmwtummm^y*,m<*mi'mnm'mK*ti»mmimm\ 

4 % t e f a n BMMtiZLlZ&&Z2# i'olA.ey ,tf .Aaoyyoo, OpA..olt*, 
p* 5$* 



of the Reformation had come back a(ja5n« Vho nows* 
payors in the service of the Tfatlotml relish church 
spread torrlblo reports about tbo jnisaionarios, 
while oayioAturoB reproaontlng th© uiaalon&riea ac 
criminals of tho darkoat dyo are nproad every day 
boforo tho people to gaae upon1* 

In founding tholr community, tho i'olish inr&rrante 

had ovorcoso tholr own weaknesses. It xma natural that tho 

environmental differences of tho Russian* Prussian and tho 

Austrian Poles would clash In this ZQtiaolj populated so title-

laont. In th© solution of their probleraa they found a mutual 

media in Catholicism, Out of feho social chaos and fratsrnal 

atru03lo* thorj grow a significant; jjroup with detorrolnod 

purpose and hope for tho future, 'ftio growth of Chicago from 

a nuabor of isolated laaal̂ ront coiiimunitioa into a thriving 

metropolis in tho first half century was symbolic of tho 

isrlorants* propose® * Pros a fow iDsjiisrant faiilllos In tho 

first settlement* th® Polish population increased to alnoat 

a quarter of a lallXian aouls distributed throughout many 

localities In tho city* !£hsy craoygod as a vital force onong 

tho other European iaaaicpaata In tho moltim; C?ot ^t the 

world, The i'olish iRttl̂ ranta had contributed inrte&aurably 

to tho rapid growth of Chicago* 

50F* I* nGBWJitrm, from, our follsh r^sBlonayloa 
fhe Wooaetoc& Lot&ers, HowaM/ iioaraska* ii.cj.so* IS^v, 
vol, 2S» Pm 104*105* 
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CHAPTRR XI 

CHWBSI& AMD DKVELOPHEHT OP ORGAN XSUM?XOHSi 

ftm next stop in th© d*vel*pia*nt of tho ?olish olo-

awnfe in Chiemgo was tho rapid growth of soclotlas organised 

to satisfy tholr special needs* As had boon the case with 

the oatabliahasont of th© Polish payishea* thoa* organi­

sations developed b*OAuse of the reluctance of tho Iwaigrants 

to avail thamaelwes of tho oadsting fraternal, religious and 

pyotoctive institutions controlled hy other iajolgyont groups. 

Aotually th© furthorano© and preservation of tholr natlonAl-

law was the main factor in this activity* 

®ioro wey@ over one thousand polish benevolent, 

religious* cultural, eoonetsio, social, political, and pre** 

fosslonal groups In Ohlaago during tho period preceding 
1 

World War 1 * Since irsany of thai® bad paaaod out of ©&*• 

istonoo before tho end of the period covcrdd In this papoy, 

the author solooted only th© laoat Important find roprtsonta-

tlv* organisations in each field of activity* Qultuy*l and 

educational Institutions will bo 41*ousted la the next 

©hapten Chapter IV will bo devoted to An*ly*la of Political 

and s*onead* endeswrsu 

Hie******* RAIMA??, Polos offfapago* Chicago, 
Polish Pageant, Xnc, 103?, ^ - y p - - - * — - — ~ 
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!E© oa© uaaoquAlntod with the problems of tho Polish 

is^gyanta, such special Polish organisations appear un-

neoessayy dupliestlons of similar American institutions. 

It saust b© styeased that before 1915* th© Chicago Polonl* 

ooasldoyod itself apart from th© American society* Probably 

one of th® oausos for its laolationisra waa due to tho fact 

that tho Poles were not readily admitted to Anarlcan insti­

tutions* Converts and sejainAylas doialnatod hf th* Irish 

and 6er»an ©laments dlsoouyAgod Fellah applicants* Bioro 

were no orphanages to ©are for the Polish clilldron* Polish 

parochial education had overemphasised use of the taothey 

tongue to tho detriment of tho native bora students whoso 

profioloaoy la tho use of English language was not a signifi­

cant Iiaprov€8®«snt over that of thoir irolgra&t parents, 

I'olish was spoken exclusively in th® ocwsualty and inasiweh 

as xaost Immigrants planned to return eventually to Poland 

with tholr children, they saw littl* need for learning to 

speak English* 

She parish was tho fooal point of each Polish com** 

aainlty and as an instrument for tho unification and organl-

SAtlen was un*wrp****d» Parochial orgsalsatlons all re* 

Hglou* la chAraet©y failed to satisfy th© cultural, tool* 

©logleal and oeoa«alo woods of th© people and attempts At 

supya-»payoohlal oxv*nl*Ation* broadened tho aims of tho 
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Polish issalgraat to inelude all fields of social life8* 

*2ho sooiol problems arising la th® growing Poll ah 

colony could only b© solved by its own oygoaisatlons sine© 

A Polo who would accept aid froa aa Amerioan laatitution 

not only diseased hlaaolf but also disgracod tho ontiyo cos-

sauaity* This psychological factor Is obviously responsible 

for tho fuaotioaal nature of tho early organisations3, 

Th© society founded la a now colony is much noy* than 
a mutual Insur&rrco Institution* Hot only doen It 
bying the scattered aoiabor© of tho colony periodi­
cally together, thus actively encouraging special 
iatorcourse, but It becomes th® social organ of tho 
eoraciunity, tho sour©© of all initiative sad the in* 
struiaoat for tho realisation of all plana initiated* 
It Is a center of Info anatlon for nowooners, visitors, 
travellers! it sends to tho proas news aoout any 
opportunities which the locality may offer tho i'olea* 
All iaaportaat campaigns by they political or humane 
are waged xoj these soeietlea • 

The first suoeesaful attonpt in aupra*parlsh oyranl* 

KAtlen waa the founding of tho Polish Ronan Catholic Union 

of America in 1374 hj FAther Vincent Barsynski* Oh® origi* 

nal plan was to form a fcd'cratlon of all parish organisations 

to fostor Catholicism, build institutions of hirher ©duoatlon, 

2 
Staniataw 0MDA, Sprawaj'olaka n Anoryoo .PoftioenoJ* 

Qhieago, Byaiowies, 1912, pTWl ' " ^ 
%il l la ia I* SSCftlAS and Florian SHAHiyoKI, Polish 

feasant la..guyop* Aad A»r loa , ohioa^o, Universityof 
m<^x x®W'voX*[ o,' 'prmh* 

4lbld*» p* 39*40* 



establish a general Polish bank for all United state®, 

found a Polish teachers* college, libraries, and hospi*-

s 

tela * prom its inception, tho organisation had b&an 

primarily a religious society controlled by the olorgy* It 

was not until 18CS-6 that the death benefit insurance plan 

waa added, and after 1093 no group would be admitted to the 

federation unless it Afjyeed to subscribe to th© insurance* 

In th© oldest issue of the oonstitution of t^e organisation 

th© aims wore listed as asutual aid, dissemination of ideals 

of mutual truat, loalntoaaneo of Polish culture and support 

of Christian civilisation and morality * 

Th* organisation did not develop as rapidly as had 

been anticipated since Komborship was United to Kosaan 

Catholics and because of pronouneod rosenteent to its eleri-

©al control* la tin* its aims wore broadened to include all 

political and national jaovonisnts, education of tho youth and 

general welfare of tho Pole** Its official publications 

served as an excellent sodia for yeoyultawnt of now sanabey* 

and constituted a bulwark of d*f*a*e of Catholicism, ?oll*h 

eulturo aad natloaallsa* Ih* *tt*ispts of women to gain ad* 

nlaistrativo offices in too fedeyatiea wore futile until 

*%taaia3^LW 03ADA*. ftP.»u o l t » , *>* 64* 
6&ygMmt mmmmiQZ, &Z0ji_.MMm* Chicago, 

&j*uiaoe*«»I*# 1949, p* 6»7, 

ftp://ftP.�u
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1899 when under a throat of secession a special woman's 

section was organised « units of tho union in each a t a t s 

woy® undey *up*yvieioa of a director and aftor 1899 a s ta te 

diyootoy for wcaaoa was added* At various t ines th© Saaota 

Pol ska Katolicka, WlAyAlojpjwsim aad l a r d d ^ p l s k i served 
W W W * M|iWWiiWM»IWim>"«*'triiiiil>»lia»<il«MB^I>W^ WDM 1*f,imhW*\m* •»*• Am*mitomW*<mmmmi»m*»*i+ •llltiHWiMWi i*»J»UUWW>li*i mid j i l l nuimulM 

as i t s off loial organ* However, l a 1921, the Pslssalk 

published by tho organisation In i t s ovm olant 
s jsad© i t a appearance * 

Th& tmioa grew from 52 groups of approximately 760 

Blethers in 1874 to B32 groups with 87,110 nosier® l a li)15 * 

la death benefits alono tho organisation disbursed ovor two 

s i l l i o a dollars between 1008*1918 wall© xsAlatAlaiag assets 

of alaost two isi l l loa dollars* In order to encourage tho 

7gy&nol0*ek S# BARO, ,f|>.. .Iffit},gysdftoo&enia, Chicago, 
Zjednoosenia, 1058, p* 6-0* 

waolaw XRUSZKA, Ristorya poiska w ,A»isyyee» 
Milwaukee, Euryor, 1905, ToTT^T^TW^VfT^^^^ 

Howovor, statonont that th© Resurrection QoncT®** 
gation founded m^mijlK ZJi^mQzmXA I s tmdm by Loonard 
LOUG, Cteae** j R o l ^ DlaKpntowa 
fteesalssT* Ghlsaeo, ^'^jodnowsnla1, '''lfre£*''p»'''"ilf*' 

Q t 

py*nol*B*k 3* QARO, B® l a t g3*dnoo«*alA* Qp, alt** 
P* 84* 

A secession which lutA taken place ia 1895 seyioualjr 
of footed tho aeaibey*hlp* At the national convention hold by 
tho Onion a t South Bend, Indiana, tho Milwaukee delegation 
led by fhoraaa tfeao£ow*ki wa$ <t©f<&at<&d" In i t si attempt© to oove 
tho headquarters to Uilwauk***. Accusing tho administration 
of i w ^ p i l a r l t i o s mid, malfeasance In office th is faction 
organised the AUianoo of Polos l a Aaoyl** which l a 1316 
yomohed a taaafcovahip of ©^proximately nine t&ouoand in boa 
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AttAiameat of higher education Aiaoag the Polish youth, tho 

TFhloa oatabllshod special scholarship funds* It supported 

the eetabllahment of th© Foliah Seminary at Orchard Lais:©, 

Uiehigan, whore many young man wore proparod for priesthood* 

By 1S15, half a million dollars had bean expanded to aid 

polish students, orphanages and othor humanitarian em** 

deavors-^. 

In Its youth program Inaugurated in 1903, tho Union 

developed athletic activities and organised a Polish Scout 

Federation which grow to humbar 7,440 boys and girls In 238 

units throughout th© United States* At th® expenditure of 

over $300,000, a library was est*bll*hed in 1012, which in 

tin© became tho finest research facility In th© field of 

Polish history and culture In America, Its activities also 

touched th© political and social aspects of th© Polish ele* 

Kent, In 1898, tho organisation wac©4 a successful fi*jht 

against Senator Lo&g© of wassaohusebts who h&& introduced 

legislation designed to curtail additional Polish ixRdgyatlon* 

Few years later It was instruaituital in defeating oonrrossion-

al action which would forbid entry of Illiterate persons to 

tho United States*^* When few asonbays of tho Catholic hi*x» 

arohy attempted to curtain us© of the i-ollah laâ 'im̂ e la 

10SSygnuat 3TOFAU07/XCZ, Zjtpfta EalQff** 0pffi pit*, p* 14 
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religious aad educational activities ia Polish paylshos, 

th© Union was aost forceful in opposing this zaoaaure and 

dispatchod a special delegation to tho Holy 3o®» Supported 

by other Polish groups, it wee auoooasful in defeat in/* this 

disgraceful attempt in nablonaliablc o<blrtcLIon* lb r.lso 

pioneered the atrugela for coaaeoyatlon of polish priests 

which resulted In tho elevation of Father *»aul Rhode to th® 

IS 
Auxiliary Bishop of th® local diocese « Fyoxn the be-

giaalaG of tho Russo-Japanese ~.:ar ia 1904, Its naln ob­

jective beoasie tho rebirth of fyoc Poland* finally tho 

Polish Ronan Catholic Union actively participated in f,v®ry 

political, propagandist!o and husianltariaa program designed 

to further Polish Independence raovecjent"1* 

I!he Polish National Alliance, tho second national 

federation, waa founded In 1880, at a Chicago convention 

with tiolcgataa fyon I'olish colon!©® in fian Fraaclaco, <"ali* 

fornia^ shenAdoah, P@nnsylvan.tai and Chicago, Illinois* Th* 

anlssoslty to this group by tho clergy controlled Polish 

Roman Catholic Union was In ovidenoe fron the beginning* 

Although Saint AtAnlelau* Parish was? the lorloal site for 

auoh a convention, the jaeetinga woyo hold on sootenbey 15-13 

at tho Saint srenceslau* Foliah*oiovak parish. 'Hh© 109 

m mwm&kmwto<im*m*mt*t*'"i*n* "nuto* 

^%ao3S« ftftPlKKA. History* JfolalkA .ff Aiaayyeo, Cj># cit*. 
¥ol* 1** P* »*«MI10» 

lsZy©aunt STKPAHCMRGZ*. aatota, jftlefl*., QP*01t«, P* 38. 

mailto:P@nnsylvan.tai
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delegates led by th© organ!aora, Julius Andrsejltoirio*, John 

Blachowcki, Julian Lipinakl, John Poplollnshl and Julian 

Ssajneyt laid foundation for an Insbltatioa thkt would work 

for the notorial and moral amelioration of the x'Jliuh olci -sit 

in th® United r>tubes . 

the soed of such a federation was planLed by Ao&Lon 

Olllor, a Polish historian, Tomer raonbor of the Polish 8ovo» 

lutlenary Government of 1&63, who in 1870 had writ tars to 

Peseta Polaka suggesting stops be bakers by the ?ol&® for its 

iniation, l!h© need of a national federation contyclled by 

th© laity and a,Iaittin£ all Polos yegardleas of ihuir re­

ligious affiliation had hmn awaited oy xnany of better edu­

cated Polish iaBjigyaats* Vatriotimn, do&ir® bo aarve the 

native country, r.tutual aid ir Anorioa ŷ oro tho (;snoral 

motivations of fche group, "if wo are to live, lot us live 

for Poland, and if ./* are to suffer and die, let us do so 

for Poland* Lot us shake hands ilko brothers w* 

Press a wodost beginning of 0 &pQ\xps *ItI. aerojet-

raatoly 280 merabers In 1C80, tho alliance increased Iba 

iBOfsbeyahip in tho next deoAd* to 113 groups of s,£S<3 :*<Mbo..*s* 

By 1390, It was abl© to pay death benefits of l%22tBW* In 
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1900, i t s Mojaboyshlp reached 451 groups total ing 28*$®B 

saeifceys*6* m the fifteen year period preceding th© f i r s t 

World WAy, i t s aianb*y*hlp h*d (grown to 110,73© with as sots 

Of #®*83G.60S*@&* Death benefits in tho year 1915 totaled 

#5^8,@4t17* 

Although tho organisation had welcomed a l l Polos, I t 

refused meraheyshlp to Polish Jews duo to tho ant l^sosi t lo 

disposit ion of the iw&gyants* Had they boon admitted, th* 

al l iance would have Increased i t s a*xsb*yahla e i f^f loAnt ly 

and the special s k i l l s sad aggressiveness* of the Jewish ©Is* 

moat would have accolaratad tho social , po l i t i c a l , odtt» 

OAtleaal and economic progress of tho Polos*s* Sb* rapid 

growth of the organisation byoAdened i t s Aln* and respotwl** 

b l l i t i e * t 

I t hoped to sstf ntala «ad develop the Jjxtell*etu*l* 
moral* aes thet ic *nd yoligloua bond unifying tho 
itsgslgrants with Poland, and of actual social contacts! 
botwooa tho oolonloa ©ad tho mother country, th* 
former sanding back individuals, par t icular ly of th* 
second generation trained In caaraeyc© And Industry,, 

^Feyfonal Interview with ay* Xgn**e Paw2rowskI, 
Chief of s t a t i s t i c a l D*p*ytn*nt, Polish national Alliance, 
April 4, 1908« 

^Hoayylt 8HWKIWT02* fi.wm motao* Warsswam, 
mh&mmn* i woiff, i90«* vol*. * C T ; T O » ; 

fell* l a Affltyioa duytog XBTO, th i s famous Polish 
authoy was approachod by raany Polish Jaws who ways not a l ­
lowed to join organisation because of tho anti*somltl# **nti* 
swat of i3«,gyants *ad dlaoidwinAtion ^j many Polish pyioata* 
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the lattor sending out intellectual loaders aad organ­
isers. Th© OCOTJOWIC, social and political progress 
of the Pollah~Amarican colonics themselves, for pre­
cisely they svor© treated as an integral oort of 
Poland1*» 

13a* Polish Hational Allianoo had ftmn successful in its plans 

for it waa able to: 

form a largo nuiabey of American Poles into a self* 
conscious body whoso main official political bond 
added to social bonds, la a commonly acknowledged 
alllano© to Poland, but #ios© ultimate aitns ar© the 
prestige, security and solidarity of tho Polish* 
American society^* 

The organisation entered ovory phase of Polish ac­

tivity* In 1897 when a number of Poles wore murdered In 

Latimer, Pennsylvania, a special fund of one thousand 

dollars was allotod to apprehend and proa©cute th© criminals. 

The Alliance initiated special schools sahsre Polish iraeii* 

grants could h© trained in the rights and duties of American 

eitlsenshlp and ohere ihoy could acquire democratic Idoals 

which thoy hoped to Introduce into tholr mtclvo country whoa 

sho regained her Independence**, Youth movement was 

x"tfllli*ia I. BIGMB and PloyiAn ZHASTIECKI, Polish 
Peasant la Europe and, America, Pa^o^t.* Vol. 5*, ^THX 

^ibid*. p. 120* 

23-Nlodgl€>la, ?ol* 4* Ho* 41, Issue of Oct* 14, 
1894*. p« 655, col* 4, reported that thyouch th© offorts of 
Attorney H. $rseiaata thoro wore sixteea evening achools 
oatabllshod hj the Polish latlonal Allianoo* Sost* of the 
sub jests offered «©ye Aacrloaa History, English, and 
Oitisonship* It also waa a splendid medio for SOOIA! 
oontaots* 
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intensified^ libraries were opened, numerous roadinc roors 

wore established in saall polish aosBnualtles to raiso th© 

oultuyal level of the Polish imlgrsrjta. Its official or^an, 

tho S5O0DA* circulated now Idoals and political convictions 
22 

aaong Its sieiabora * Proa th© vary beginning the Isadora of 

tho Alliance realised tho nead of well educated youth* la 

working for the welfare of th® Polish state, th© Alliance 

toleyatod all political, social and religious ideals ajstonf, 

Its aaanbey* la ®pd&v to ©nd tho fraternal strif© and further 

its objectives* Sine© th© Polos in nuropo could do nothing 

openly to aid their own oau&®, it was c$&®m®& necessary to 

organise an Institute of national b*f*na* for Poland In th* 

United Stafeos* JiJvory of fort was saade to educate Polish 

youth, socure for it strategic political positions so that 

it could bo Influential in furthering tho polish ..Question 
1—WfalHMfciiiWI i<n i»i|ir«niifciniift i«n n in UIWMII IW 

and arousing sympathetic public opinion * Wh*n th© Polish 

Aysy "seas being formed vmd®r 0ea*y*JL HaXLoy la 1912 * this 

assoolatioa did not of eouyse remain untouoh#d by tho popu-

lay enthusiasm and aany of its a*nb*y* joined** . All Polos 

woy© cautioned that in order to fulfill their duties as 
mm %\jtm\\M*mmmmfmmmmW0mimtmms\*\*mn*%%w>m 

P* £87-096* 

^StMsnieXaw 03AM, 8jB*Je, pd**ytthr.O styonaiotirio 
DoBokyatyosao^Iayodowog, I, .i4dtaOp*o^freI» chio*pgo» Kw&> 
MIIWjijtil^jiiiitii.ui^iii^ilmiwli^yriHtilii-il wfiwMii>ii| wiiiiipiwliiiiiwiiwiwi[iirtriTiirriliiimrTi(-rt,r[[Ti"-iti-T-'i--iir-r •n iTrrrrmTrrW'f ly -* * *»' fl 

jw&f p* m>« 
S % i l l i a a 1 . TEOM3 and FXorian 23TAWXSCKX. jfellflh. 

feasant in. .Bayope,, and.if^rloa, 2Ei^M.*» lr<&1* 5* P * T M T 
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American oiti&ens, th*y should be member3 of a parish, a 

yellgiou* organisation, tho Polish national Alliance, and 

also belong to soma oygaalsatlon into;rested In .American 

polities^* 

In 1910, the Alliance organised th* Polish national 

Congress in Washington, District of Columbia* on th© oc­

casion of tho unveiling of tho Pulaski and Kosciusko monu­

ments by President William Taft* Th© Congross, a feder­

ation of ail Important Polish organisations, bcoaxio tho 

backbone of concerted energy for the .Polish Question* In 

1312, at Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania, Prealdont Taft 

officiated at tii© opening of a special hl^h school and a 

Technical Institute founded by th® Alliance* Conaclous of 

the rising Polish electorate, th© American politician® w©r© 

bcoomliig interested In th© Polish independence movement* 

In th© first three decades of ita existence, tho 

Allianco expended about V40G,G00 on its youth movement, 

1^,500,000 on libraries and books for rollsh schools and 

|2,500,000 for patriotic, charitable and educational purposes 

Through tho Polish national Congroas, tho Allianco Had bo®n 

a decisive factor in tho appointment of thsj croat Polish 

pianist, lunacy Paderewakl, as candidate to iioad th© new 

8f ^Stanls2aar 03ADA* gyy**Ai Polaka >¥ Aweyyoe rdjaapen*^.* 
O P t O l t . , P* 3 3 . 
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Poliah 3tAt**°* 

A good oK&mpl® of an or^anlaatlon whose omi growth 
has beoo&e its only puyposo to the exclusion of tho 
purposes for which it waa created la th© polish Alma 
Slater* At the tiiae of its foundation in 1097, Its aim 
was tho social education of boys* In tho courc® of 
Its ©volution, it has beoori© a outual aid association, 
including men, woman, and child yens and tho nain task 
of overy nssibey ia tho recruiting of now mombora {for 
which they are paid) * The gyowth of the organisation 
is th© only purpose ev&r ueatioaod in its proelaiaa felons 
and mooting® exeept for the usual vâ suo genoralitio* 
about unification of roles and th© preservation of tholr 
lancu&go, nor©s mid roll-Ion*7* 

Th© organisation came into oxiatenee on tho inltl** 

ativo of Father Pranela Gordon, aetabey of the R*3uyy*etlon 

Ooagrogation, on soptoabor 10, 1397, as another parochial 

activity of tho saint stealAIAUS Ohureh* There was a d*fi<» 

alto need of such an organisation sine© th© juvenll® do-

liqueaoy was a roal probl« In the d«n**ly populated Polish 

colony. The organiser raalisod later tho potentiality of a 

federation of such parish aoeiatioa and stops woye taken In 

that direction by Incorporating tho federation in 101O« Its 

gyowth was rathar spectacular an It actually was duplicating 

amay of tho aina of tho Polish national Alliance and th* 

Polish toman Catholic Union* Unlike most Polish organlmttons 

it -was admialatoyed so well that It tsilntAlned aelveney of 

109*3$ par cant* In spit® of this. It b«e*me a fyatornal 

UMI (in HIM Hi m i n i mini I'II1 urn ummiiMnii 

^%©bort K* PAH, B*e XiamigyatioB Fyoas and i t* 
aoatrol, flow York, l a r p ® r , n ^ f ^ 1 p r T O r ^ ^ 
ininimim.iu.i i imuiifi l iF " " " 

s % l l l i a a 1* TH0?»A3 and Florlan zmmmm, Polish 
feasant in 3urop# and America* op* cit*, Vol* 5. p#* l̂rT** 
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inauranco organisation when tho original alma viroro no Ionc©r 

able to biad ita twenty thousand nembera and Ita new alms 

were: 

To transmit to America tho cultural advantaeea of 
Ancient Poland, to keep tho nothsr tongue alive for 
store rapid transmission of tho good from old to nowj 
to Indoctrinate th© Polos In halted States with th® 
apirit of America; to toach thrift sm& self reliance 
through fratarnalism; to fostor th© tenets of the 
Bcsaan Catholic Church; to encourage civic prid© and 
patriotism, so as to build a better united -tatoa of 
Amcrloa28« 

An organization exclusively for worsen had b@cn at­

tempted m n y tiwes In the early period* In 1307, there srer© 

two Polish woci©n*s societies In Chicago, th© ilyiagda 

Zsycitatwa and th© Towargyatwo Qontralne Pclok, while a 
•M***M^nMMWMMH* a>*w*M»***»w»«*»m m i m wuvimmimmm*mmmm*mm**-<*'********> "mvHiMwrnmi* 

third th© Klub Patriotycsnych Polok was founded in 1805* 

On May 02, 1899, on th© initiative of Mrs, ftefani© Obraie-

llnska, these thro© clubs united to form th© Polish Somen's 

Alliance of America which become tho largest worsen *s fra­

ternal Insurance association in th© tJnlted ;:tatos. Founded 

for the purpose ol establishing an organisation which would 

unit© all wonoa of Polish origin or conviction in social and 

civil work, It endeavored to preserve Polish ideals by ac­

quainting its nenfoors with Poland*© hlatory, art, literature, 

scion©©, nusic Bnd folklore. It would guard dignity of 

^%ao2».w KMJS&&A, Htstoyy*. Polaka y; Aaeryco. On, olt. 
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wessanhood and develop a spirit of Independence among it* 

mosshey*. aid than in acquisition of higher education, pro­

mote good government in this country and help tnoiy uativ* 

land ia realisation of its independence • &iaytor.Hl In 

1902, it began to oyganis© aomboy units In all states con­

taining Polish oonmunltica * By th© following /ear twenty* 

eight groups with rtembeysbip of 1,406 b©lonn©d» Th® report 

of the Tenth Annual Convention in 1014 indicated an axiutonco 

of 190 gyoupa with a weribeysliip of 14,445 and asaotu of* 

#166,699.04* After trie first \7oyld 'fay its adult aeabeyshlp 

expanded to 103,000 while Its youth group nuobeyod over 

20,000s0* 

The participation of the Polish lojson*^ Alliance in 

national mcttors and Polish, problems had been exanplary» A 

largo library la Polish and English was minbalnad In Chicago 

in addition to a mobile library which reached all fcho unita* 

Large suras of aonay had boon raised for th© polish Hational 

Oosaaittc© la ̂ ranee during Htorld tfay I arid tzuzh aid hAd been 

Ojcpandod to Poland in th© post war period* In tho later 

yeare, an excellent aocial woIfaye agency TOS organised to 

aid th© GhioAfto Fol©s. 

^Jadwiga XaRfcOWlOZ, illstoria. MUpsku Polek W 
A^ryco, Ohlcago, 2wiAs**: i''olWf OTS, R "^=£C~" 

%bid*, p* »* 
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•She oyf5*:'iIaatlon published and ©ire listed a weakly, 

QJps__Polok, an infomativ®, pro»Oatholio newspaper which not 

only contained £©n©yul news of th© organ! sssblon but featured 

data of special interest to women** 

Th© Pollah irjml̂ yanfcs like ruosi otlier Curopoanc had 

given isuch of their leisure %tvm to physical Querela ©a and 

gymnastics. First ovidoccoa of organised activity of this 

nature among Polo® In Chicago appeared at the parish of 

saint Adalbert in the early IGSO's* About 1807, Delias 

Pietrowlcs of Chicago, wrote to tho Soi-col headquarters la 

Lwew, Poland, for information and th© constitution of the 

32 

Falcons * By 1894, there v?©r© only twolvc active nosfca of 

Polish Sokols In ©xistonc® in th® ,firtlt©d States, &©v®n of 

which joined th© Union of Polish Palcona* By 191S, however, 

there wore 344 iaalc and female nosta consisting of 11,551 

menibers In th© nation federation of which number S4G nests 

with C,S53 mmih®m wero located in Chicago* 

The naln purpose of th© Palcons was the development 

of a healthy body and ricoyoue worala* **ilitayy training so 

necessary in th® winds of th© Isadora for future wso in 

^JAdwlgA KARSOWXC2* ISlstorja ,g^a*ku Pole*- V,' 

Aswayye** qo^ clt»* P» WU 
^JdHund K5OT» Pasi t tetk Sokolstwa PolaKioao y 

AjBoyyoo* 0hl«a-o* ^biTTxmrvTisBfc—"-—-*— 
Additional oostaent* ©ay ba found l a iflaotor KHT7SSKA 
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Poland was added to th© regular prcrraa in 1D10, Two rears 

latex1 th© Falcons establish^ a special rilitary Oollo^o In 

FhlladelohiA, Peansylvanla, to tyatri Polish youth for nlli-

tary service in Europe* 5h© puceoss of this aohool prompted 

tho organisation ef two additloaAl military ooll*';os, th* 

organisation having expended over .'100,030 to equip its 

Military units during this two year period. A s*llit;wy ©a*,ip 

waa founded in Canada (since United Jtatos was still neutral) 

to provide field training to the young wen who fomod tho 

eadro of tho Polish Amy3®. Th* official publication of th© 

Union of Polish Falcons in <.nerloa was the Sokol, edited for 
m w n Jim MiHil* 

a time by Stanislaw OSAAA, probably th© best lnfoymr.d 

journalist of th© Anoyioan .̂ oloala* 
WlllMliBMI ltnr**+imm-lmm*ik 

Bb© Falcons' ideals of brotherhood, discipline, sub-

serviette© of private Interests for tho gonoi-al t*ood, oqaali-

ty of right® and obligations within th© nation, charactoy 

devolopsiont, physical and m©ntal h^giono prorrar, and 

©onsoiousnosa of civic duti©s did much to safeguard future 

Polish generations^. 

AS had b®m\ stated In tho first chapter, rsilltary 

training had bmn part of th© euyyloulun for boys attending 

SSsdsiund HXZr/, psaslotnik flokplatoA folskiego v/ 
- 1 — mmm]lmmi!llMtmti<mmmmmtmpMalM)u~ » i m. n«•«• u i. .n J»r.ia i » m < 

e . OhiOAGO, S o I i O l T x J j S T p . :SHS7iT^ 
^*l**jQr*I**w HAUiAN* i 'o lsa of Chicago, o p . c l t - * 
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Saint Stanislaus School in the 1070*s* 'Jvon at this early 

data tho Poles had boon anticipating ne&d of trainod nil!tary 

poyaonnol in th© ©vent of Poland's a try,-;•*;! a to regain :>ar 

Independence* Jtony .-arochial sociotioa or^anisod lailifcary 

units of which th© largest vras tho Polish military Alliance^, 

Federation of all nilitary or^nl cations occurred on .'op-

teoaber 4, 1308, under fcho mno of i*ulaskl Legion of A:;orloa* 

The xaoriont was vary propitious, Tho f>u8s©~.7apan©a© V&r had 

demonstrated th© woaLnoao of Russia and the Chicago ^olcs 

believed this to .>© tho opportune nonont ror action, Tholr 

plan called for creation of an alliance whoao spirit would he 

nilitarlatio and whose training In nillt&ry tactics would pro-

pare tho ;:ieah©ra for a nasa rjovcmnt to regain tho Inde­

pendence of tholr native land* Tho analganslion resulted in 

a monborshlp of ovor four thousand in 1915• 

TIi© Pulaski Loci on wac th© first organisation to openly 

advocate creation of a Polish ACTUS/ In th© '"'nltod Rtatos to ̂ e 

attached to tho regular American A ray, nine© tho American 

govorunout could not approve such a venture and retain Ita 

neutrality in th© European war, tho organisation opened Ita 

own recruiting office in Chicago, Fully sixty per cent of th© 

young B©n enrolled in this office joined th© regular united 

Statoa Army when th© covorzfcaont issued a call for volunteers* 

^flocsyeiraw MBIAIJ, fples of, Chicago, Op* ©It. 
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