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INTRODUCTION 

Nursing education developed in settings outside the 

sphere of universities. Since its inception in I860, the 

first nursing school founded under the leadership of Florence 

Nightingale was placed in the hospital and there it remained 

rather firmly entrenched for many decades . 

The Nightingale pattern conceived at St. Thomas's 

Hospital in London, was subsequently modified in its most 

essential features as an educational institution for nursing 

students. Some of its more vulnerable aspects were exploited 

for purposes other than education as hospital nursing schools 

mushroomed across Canada in the late nineteenth century and 

in the first decades of the twentieth century. Long hours 

of unsupervised work unrelated to theoretical studies or to 

students' educational needs, coupled with a narrow procedure-

centered study of nursing produced an expert technician 

2 
rather than a broadly educated professional nurse . 

So deeply time-honored became this system of nursing 

education in the eyes of the public, hospitals, the medical 

profession and even among nurses themselves that it became 

1 John Gibbon, Three Centuries of Canadian Nursing, 
Toronto, MacMillan, 1947, p. 106-110. 

2 Alma Reid, "The Place of Nursing in the University", 
in The New Zealand Nursing Journal, Vol„ 58, No. 9, April 
1965, p. 6 . " 
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difficult to imagine nursing, like other professions, as 

belonging to a university setting for the education of its 

practitioners. Literature reveals that the education of 

Canadian nurses remained solely in this rather crude 

apprenticeship pattern for nearly half a century, namely, 

from 1874 to 1919. 

The immediate first post-war years marked a new era 

in nursing education. The first connection between nursing 

education and a Canadian university was signaled in 1919 with 

the birth of the Department of Nursing at the University of 

British Columbia^. Nevertheless, the struggle for nursing 

education to prove that it could justify full status as a 

respectable discipline in Canadian universities had just 

begun. With courses leading to certificates and diplomas, 

with post-basic and basic non-integrated degree programs, the 

way to authentic higher education in nursing was fraught with 

much doubt, soul-searching and apparent hostility on the part 

of many groups including both nurses and universities. 

Although nursing education entered the first university 

setting in 1919, nurse educators waited and struggled until 

3 Maude McLeod, "The University and the Training 
School for Nurses, Vancouver General Hospital", in The 
Canadian Nurse, Vol. 15, November 1919, p. 2100-2103. 
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1942 to witness the establishment of the first basic integrated 

degree nursing program under the complete aegis of the Univer­

sity of Toronto School of Nursing^. In the intervening years 

between 1919 and for three decades after 1942, pioneering 

nurses approached twenty-two Canadian universities for advanced 

preparation in nursing. Most universities were conservative 

and cautious in their involvement with this new field. Amid 

a welter of organizational arrangements and patterns which 

included certificate and diploma courses, basic non-integrated 

and post-basic baccalaureate nursing programs of varied lengths, 

objectives and content, nurse educators struggled to upgrade 

and reform the preparation for nursing education while enlist­

ing the hesitant cooperation of some universities. 

During the three decades, between 1942 and 1972, a new 

pattern of university education in nursing was gradually un­

veiled. Due to the fact that nursing education was hallowed 

by many non-educational traditions and practices, pioneer uni­

versity educators required almost thirty years, that is from 

1942 to 1970, to place the professional level^ of nursing 

education within twenty-two Canadian universities. How did 

4 University of Toronto, Calendar 1942-1943, Toronto, 
School of Nursing, p. "J. 

5 Helen K. Mussallem, A Path to Quality, Ottawa, 
Canadian Nurses' Association, 1964, p. 90. 
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these programs come into being? Through what influences? 

What events occurred? These are some of the questions which 

prompted the writer to investigate this area of research. 

This study seems timely. Some provinces are about 

to begin research in relation to professions; recently, a 

Commission recommended that "consideration should be given 

to asking the federal government to undertake, jointly with 

the provinces, a national study of the professions and pro­

fessional education"". 

Letourneau', in a recent study, identified emerging 

trends in the basic diploma nursing program at the post-

secondary level within the provincial systems of education in 

Canada. The area of research pertaining to university nursing 

education was, however, left untouched. The present parallel 

study purports to gather, analyze and interpret data with a 

view to studying basic degree programs in university nursing 

education, excluding the graduate level of university educa­

tion in nursing. 

The foregoing leads into the purpose of this research. 

The purpose therefore, is to identify trends in the development 

6 Commission on Post-Secondary Education in Ontario, 
Professional Education: A Policy Option, Toronto, Queen's 
Printer, 1972, p. 8. 

7 Marguerite Letourneau, Trends in Basic Diploma 
Nursing Programs Within the Provincial Systems of Education 
in Canada 1964 to 1974> Unpublished doctoral thesis, Ottawa, 
University of Ottawa, 1975j ix-415 p. 
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of basic integrated degree nursing programs in Canadian uni­

versities. 

Statement of Problem. 

The problem of this study is best stated in the form 

of a question. What are the trends in the development of 

basic integrated degree nursing programs within Canadian uni­

versities situated in various regions and within specific 

periods? The following sub-questions guided the writer in 

this research: 

a) What are the factors which contributed to the 
establishment, development and evolution of 
the twenty-two basic integrated nursing degree 
programs within Canadian universities? 

b) What similarities and differences existed and 
continue to exist among basic degree programs 
analyzed according to periods, regions and the 
following specific themes: nature of programs, 
curricula, students and faculty? 

c) What obstacles and issues confronted basic 
integrated nursing degree programs on a 
regional and national basis? 

Definition of Terms. 

Integrated basic degree program in nursing refers to 

a generic, undergraduate program, leading to a degree in 

nursing which is planned, controlled and implemented under 

the aegis of a university; a concurrent arrangement fusing 

general education, nursing theory and practice throughout the 
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duration of the program characterizes this university under­

graduate program. 

The professional baccalaureate degree offers parity 

with similar professional degrees in the same university, 

prepares the person to practise nursing and to qualify for 

licensure or registration examinations according to provincial 

nursing association requirements. These integrated basic 

degree nursing programs which total twenty-two are listed in 

Appendix 1. 

All other programs offered in university schools of 

nursing such as the basic non-integrated degree ( 1 + 3 + 1 ) or 

the post-basic degree programs (3. + 2)^ in which the nursing 

component of the program is obtained outside the control of 

the university are excluded. Henceforth, the basic integrated 

degree nursing program will be labelled "basic degree". 

Trends in the development of basic integrated degree 

programs in nursing is viewed as movement perceived primarily 

through events. It describes the evolutionary process denoting 

progressive action, namely the preparatory phases leading to 

the establishment of the twenty-two basic integrated degree 

nursing programs, as well as their growth and expansion. 

8 In the 1 +- 2 + 1 and 2 + 2 pattern, the underlined 
numbers refer to the number of years spent in the hospital 
diploma program outside the jurisdiction of the University. 
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Regions describe the four existing geographic divisions 

of the Canadian Association of University Schools of Nursing". 

Over the years, these varied in number, there being two, from 

1942 to 196510. In 197211 four geographic divisions are 

recognized by the same association of University Schools of 

Nursing, namely the Western Region, the Ontario Region, the 

Quebec Region and the Atlantic Region. The schools members 

of CAUSN and included in each region in 1972 are included in 

Appendix 2. University schools of nursing not members of 

CAUSN are not included in the study. 

Periods consist of arbitrary chronological divisions 

in time within which integrated degree nursing programs 

developed. These divisions are established according to 

decades starting from 1919 to 1972 inclusively. In the core 

of this research the decades reviewed are the following: 

1942-1952, 1953-1962, 1963-1972. The rationale behind these 

divisions hinges on the fact that the first basic degree pro­

gram in nursing was inaugurated in 1942 and the last was 

firmly established by 1972. 

9 Canadian Association of University Schools of Nursing, 
refers to a voluntary association which represents the twenty-
two university nursing schools. The name has evolved since its 
inception in 1942. Henceforth, it will be known as CAUSN. 

10 Minutes of the Ad Hoc Committee on Higher Education 
for Nurses in Canada, Ottawa, Canadian Nurses' Association, 
Oct. 12-13, 1965, 3 p. 

11 Canadian Association of University Schools of Nursing, 
Information, Ottawa, CAUSN, [1972], 3 p. 
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Assumptions. 

The following basic assumptions were made for purposes 

of this study: 

1. That trends in the development of basic integrated 
degree nursing programs can be identified according 
to regions and established periods. 

2. That despite the fact that basic integrated degree 
nursing programs developed within the realm of a 
certain individualism among universities, common 
features exist in the development of programs within 
each region and between regions. Thus, definite 
patterns evolved on a national level. 

Methodology. 

Prior to this study, the writer researched the histo­

rical aspect of leadership in curriculum development and 

12 improvement in nursing from 1393 to 1963 in the United States , 

The basic data, contained in this study, in addition to 

literature related to Canadian higher education, were perused 

to determine what research had already been completed in the 

area of baccalaureate education in nursing. 

The official Journals of the Canadian Nurses' Asso­

ciation, The Canadian Nurse (1905-1972) and L'Infirmiere 

12 Marie Bonin, The Historical Development of One 
Aspect of Curriculum Development and Improvement in Nursing 
Education, unpublished Master's dissertation, Washington, 
D.C., The Catholic University of America, 1965, iv-117 p. 
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Canadienne•* (1958-1972) were reviewed systematically to 

obtain background knowledge on the topic, and later, to verify 

information concerning baccalaureate education. The minutes, 

briefs and regional reports since the inception of CAUSN 

likewise served as important primary source data. 

A next step was to ask the Directors of the twenty-two 

basic degree programs to send copies of calendars from their 

respective initial date until 1972 inclusively- Calendars 

not obtained from respective universities were sought at the 

National Library in Ottawa. From the nine Provincial Nurses' 

Associations, where basic degree programs exist (basic degree 

programs being non-existent in Prince Edward Island), briefs 

to Royal Commissions on Education and Health were obtained 

and reviewed. 

For the sake of obtaining uniform data, a number of 

questions were developed and served as guidelines in conduct­

ing personal interviews, telephone calls and obtaining written 

information (Appendix 4). Directors of University Schools of 

Nursing were also asked to submit names of key people involved 

in the development of respective basic degree programs. This 

systematic gathering of oral material and hand-written 

13 L'Infirmiere Canadienne, the French counterpart of 
The Canadian Nurse, was first published in 1958. 

14 Documents were obtained from a former secretary of 
CAUSN. 
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documents, from some former key nursing leaders who now view 

basic degree programs in retrospect, was regarded as a vital 

step toward the obtaining of primary documents. The first 

witnesses of a fact were likewise considered an important 

primary source. 

Interviews were arranged with directors of University 

Schools when they convened for meetings of CAUSN and The 

Canadian Nurses' Association. These interviews helped to 

confirm and establish authenticity of data. An effort was 

made throughout to obtain primary source materials. 

Documents and sources reviewed and considered primary 

data were the following: University schools of nursing 

catalogues, reports and briefs submitted by nursing associa­

tions and allied health and education commissions, minutes of 

CAUSN from 1942 to 1972, reports of studies of the latter, 

national and provincial nurses' association reports, histories 

and pertinent biographies. 

An eclectic approach was utilized to collate, arrange 

and analyze elements systematically in this historical research 

first, to obtain and then, to deduce answers concerning basic 

degree nursing programs. In the process of development it was 

deemed necessary and meaningful to resort to a combination of 

approaches; the geographical, thematic and chronological 

approaches were used concurrently. Data were selected, 

described, analyzed and interpreted according to specific 
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regions, themes and periods. It was then necessary to view 

the entire process on a national basis and generalizations 

were deduced. 

Owing to the nature of this study, an attempt was 

directed throughout the process of data collection to determine 

the authenticity of sources through the process of external 

and internal criticism. The genuineness of documents to 

ascertain authenticity, credibility of evidence and content 

validity were uppermost in the mind of the writer. Added 

clues were often needed to verify trustworthiness of statements 

made by persons who did not witness events such as the esta­

blishment of programs. On the other hand, witnesses too close 

to the scene could well lack objectivity. Statements were 

therefore counterchecked for credibility. Discrepancy was some 

times discovered between the written and real life situations. 

In addition to the geographical approach, the data in 

Chapters II, III, IV, V are presented according to the chrono­

logical and thematic approaches. The following themes were 

analyzed for each of the four geographic regions: origins of 

programs, developmental processes, factors influencing the 

establishment of nursing education within respective univer­

sities, nature of programs, curricula, students, issues and 

obstacles. A summary within the respective geographic regions 

follows. 
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In the process of analyzing relationships among pro­

grams, data extracted from Tables I, III, V and VII concerning 

non-integrated nursing programs presented in Chapter I, were 

brought out to identify relationships between basic degree 

programs and non-integrated baccalaureate programs. 

Influential factors in the establishment and develop­

ment of basic degree programs are viewed as a vital and 

important aspect of this study. Events either favoring or 

inhibiting the establishment of programs were gleaned from 

literature and key people involved; inter and intra-regional 

comparisons were then attempted. Responses obtained from key 

persons were labelled basic data in the core of this research. 

Basic degree nursing program objectives and level of 

preparation expected of new graduates were two major items in 

reviewing the theme, nature of the programs. 

Of special interest in the core area was the theme 

labelled Curriculum. Although basic degree programs varied 

widely in content, clinical experience, and course description, 

it was possible to analyze within and between universities, on 

a five-year basis, the content related to general education 

and to the nursing components. In the area of Curriculum, 

data related to liberal education were categorized under 

headings which comprised Natural and Biological Sciences, 

Social Sciences, Humanities. The wide variety of nursing 

courses among universities, the different academic units of 
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measurement and the fragmentation of subjects made it difficult 

to categorize the nursing component. Nursing content was, 

however, classified under six major headings to include Intro­

duction to Nursing, Medical-Surgical Nursing, Psychiatric 

Nursing, Maternal and Child Care Nursing, Public Health 

Nursing and Leadership in Nursing. All nursing courses were 

categorized under these major headings. Individual courses 

were included for each five-year period within the Appendices. 

Students were also viewed from several viewpoints 

according to a thematic, chronological and geographic approach. 

Admission requirements and annual tuition fees were reviewed 

on a five-year basis; number of admissions, enrolments and 

graduations, including male and female students were reviewed 

annually. 

The theme, issues and obstacles, was then discussed. 

A synthesis of trends was subsequently presented for each 

region according to the selected themes studied within the 

regions. 

Limitations. 

A study of this nature marks a first in Canada. The 

time-span covered, the scope and complexity of the topic under 

scrutiny compelled the writer to classify data under a number 

of specific themes and time periods. In the process of inter­

pretation, no attempt was made to view the data against the 
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broader context of educational, health, social, economic and 

political changes occurring during the various periods. Such 

an analysis undoubtedly would have enhanced the value of the 

research. More concretely however, adding breadth to the 

study could only serve the felt difficulty of ensuring depth. 

The writer is of the opinion that such an analysis could, in 

itself, constitute an independent study. 

The research covered a vast period of time. Sources 

of reliable data were rare and, when available, these were 

difficult to validate. University calendars, interviews and 

questionnaires constituted the major sources of data. 

Calendars are considered genuine historical documents -*, but 

the writer acknowledges the fact that these may at times fail 

to reflect program changes with the same rapidity as they 

occur. All annual calendars were verified however and not 

only those from which years data were selected. Regardless 

of the drawbacks, calendars were regarded as the most trust­

worthy primary source available. 

An interview guide and questionnaires served as a 

basis in obtaining information from earlier leaders as well 

as from nursing educators who more recently assumed positions 

within universities. This approach helped to capture the 

15 Carter Good, A.S. Barr, D. Scates, The Methodology 
of Educational Research, New York, Appleton, 1941, p. 252. 
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past as well as the present. Considering the lengthy time-

span covered and cognizant of the fact that present faculty 

members could not always recall or interpret changes in 

earlier periods, calendars, though not a unique source of 

information, appeared to contain the most valid data related 

to curriculum development over the years. Additional 

information was, however, sought from directors, minutes of 

professional meetings, university and national archives, 

government reports and other related documents. 

It would have been possible to examine and appreciate 

the influence of American nursing associations, such as the 

National League for Nursing, on basic degree curriculum develop­

ment in Canada. The breadth of the present study did not 

allow the writer to consider factors beyond Canadian boundaries. 

The variety of curriculum approaches which emerged 

particularly in the last period could not adequately be 

reflected in the rigid categorization selected at the onset 

of this study. It also proved difficult to assign academic 

values to courses, classes, units and credits. A choice being 

required, the author opted for continuity in the interpretation 

of data. The pros of this method appeared to outweigh the 

cons of utilizing a variety of categorization in presenting 

data according the three periods. Again, a study of emerging 

approaches in curriculum development in the various periods 

could constitute a separate study. 
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Organization of the Report. 

Subsequent to an introduction, the statement of 

purpose, the problem and sub-questions, assumptions and 

methodology, the report of this study is presented in six 

chapters. 

Chapter I offers an overview of university nursing 

education and discusses the historical background of basic 

degree programs. The non-integrated programs, comprising 

basic non-integrated and post-basic programs are considered 

from 1919 to 1972. 

In Chapters II, III, IV, V, constituting the core of 

this research, the regions are presented in a different order 

than in the historical background. The rationale behind this 

order of presentation lies in the fact that during the period 

1942-1952, the Ontario Region was the first and only region 

to possess basic degree programs1". Similar to the presenta­

tion in the historical background, the regions eastward, the 

Quebec and Atlantic Regions are then consecutively studied. 

The Western Region is the last to be discussed and analyzed; 

this seemingly arbitrary choice of presentation was based on 

the observation that the University of Calgary School of 

Nursing was the last of the twenty-two basic degree programs 

to be inaugurated in the Western Region and in Canada, namely 

16 University of Toronto, Calendar 1942-1943, p. 7. 
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in 197017. 

A resume sums up each of the four respective regions 

covered in Chapters II to V. From these syntheses emerges 

the sixth chapter, the latter depicting trends in basic 

degree programs from coast to coast. 

The study concludes with the summary and conclusions, 

followed by an annotated bibliography and appendices. 

17 University of Calgary, Calendar 1970-1971, Calgary, 
School of Nursing, 1970, p. 11. 



CHAPTER I 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The present chapter is an overview of the four regions 

concerned with university nursing education in Canada. It 

covers the span of time which began in 1919, when nursing edu­

cation gained its first foothold in a university, namely at 

the University of British Columbia . This pioneering effort 

was carried under the leadership of a physician and a well-

known authority in hospital accreditation, Dr. Malcolm T. 

MacEachern. The overview ends in 1972 with the firm 

establishment of the latest basic degree program in Canada. 

The regions in this first chapter are reviewed and 

presented in the following order: first the Western Region, 

where nursing education developed its first linkage with The 

University of British Columbia in 1919, then the Ontario 

Region, followed by the Quebec and Atlantic Regions. A brief 

national overview covering the historical background between 

1919 and 1972 finalizes this chapter. 

1 The University of British Columbia, Announcement, 
Session 1922-23, Vancouver, Department of Nursing, 1922, p. 1. 
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1. Overview. 

Basic degree programs began in Canadian nursing edu­

cation at the University of Toronto in 19422. These were 

gradually established over the three decades between 1942 and 

1970; in 1970^ there were a total of twenty-two University 

Schools of Nursing offering a basic degree in Nursing. 

The core of this study is primarily concerned with 

the establishment and development of basic degree programs 

within the years 1942-1972. Many of these evolved from 

other types of non-integrated curricula. This historical 

background will consider these non-integrated degree programs 

according to regions. The development and subsequent closure 

of the basic non-integrated course of studies was regarded 

as bearing an influence on the establishment of corresponding 

basic degree programs. From this rather unwieldy preparatory 

era, there evolved a general framework of generic programs. 

Until 1919, when the first university course in 

nursing emerged in our country, Canadian nurses who wished 

to pursue any form of higher education in nursing beyond a 

hospital nursing course, had to seek such preparation in the 

2 University of Toronto, Calendar 1942-1943, Toronto, 
School of Nursing, 1942, p. 7. 

3 Canadian Association University Schools of Nursing, 
Information CAUSN, Ottawa, The Association, [1972], p. 3. 
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United States. Many of our far-sighted nurse educators had 

been teachers before becoming nurses; after studying abroad, 

some never returned to Canada for full-time positions; never­

theless, they exerted a strong influence on the development 

of nursing education in Canadian universities. To consider a 

few of the nurse pioneers, mention is first made of Isabel 

Hampton Robb. A Canadian by birth, she contributed greatly 

to the creation, in 1899, of the first degree course for 

nurses in the United States at Columbia University. This 

was the Hospital Economics Course, at Teachers College^". 

The second, Miss Robb's student, Adelaide Nutting, another 

Canadian by birth, who directed the previously-mentioned 

program after 1907 became "the first professor of Nursing in 

the world"->. Her student and successor at Teachers College, 

Isabel Maitland Stewart was a graduate nurse of the Winnipeg 

General Hospital and also a recognized nursing leader in 

America . 

4 Teresa Christy, Cornerstone for Nursing Education, 
A History of The Division of Nursing Education of Teachers 
College, Columbia University 1899-1947, New York, Teachers 
College Press, 1969, p. 12-25. 

5 Muriel Chapman, Nursing Education and the Movement 
for Higher Education for Women: A Study in Interrelationships 
1870-1900, Ann Arbor, University Microfilms, 1971, P. 455. 

6 Isabel M. Stewart, "A Fifty-Year Record of Educa­
tional Leadership in Nursing", Forty-Ninth Annual Report, 
New York, National League Nursing Education, 1943, p. 135-145. 
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It is possible to recognize the influence exercised 

on nursing education by these Canadian nurse pioneers in the 

United States and also in Canada, their native homeland. The 

interchange of ideas, writings, speeches, personal contacts 

between them and the leaders of our first university programs 

bear their earmark. As early as 1908, Isabel Stewart, a 

Canadian-born nurse of Teachers College wrote a leading 

article in The Canadian Nurse expressing her hope that before 

long, a course similar to that offered in Columbia University 

might be available at a Canadian university'. 

In 1918, prior to the initial move inside the Univer­

sity of British Columbia, Canadian nurses invited another 

Canadian from Columbia, Adelaide Nutting, to give the address 

at meetings of the Canadian National Association of Trained 

Nurses and the Canadian Association of Nursing Education, 

the forerunner associations of our present national nursing 

association, The Canadian Nurses Association". 

Was Nutting prophesying when she stated, in 1918, 

that she would soon expect McGill University to have groups 

of nurses in caps and gowns presented for their degree by the 

7 Isabel M. Stewart, "The Hospital Economics Course", 
The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 5, May 1908, p. 122-124. 

8 Margaret Street, Watchfires on the mountains: the 
life and writings of Ethel Johns, Toronto, University of 
Toronto Press, 1973, p. 119. 

9 Henceforth, this association will be labelled C.N.A. 
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Dean of a School of Nursing1*-1? Her speech made a vigorous 

plea for universities to open their doors to nursing educa­

tion further deepening the need to bypass prejudices and 

established customs. It is pertinent to recall that women 

did not have access to higher education until the twentieth 

century. In this vein, Chapman wrote: 

Women who broke the barriers erected by all-male 
schools recognized that separate education was 
unequal education. In much the same fashion did the 
professional development of nursing suffer from the 
barriers which separated it from the educational 
systems provided by and for other professions.11 

In fact, a leading Canadian University admitted that "it was 

the pressure of the post-war years which compelled the univer-

1 2 sity to accept women" . 

That same year -% 1918, Isabel Stewart, Professor in 

the Department of Nursing and Health, Columbia University, 

addressed the Second Annual Convention of the British Columbia 

Hospital Association. Dr. Malcolm T. MacEachern was president 

of this Association. He had sought Miss Stewart's advice con­

cerning the future first University School of Nursing which 

10 Mary Adelaide Nutting, "War Conditions in the 
Nursing World", in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 14, 1918, p. 1292-
1303, 1352-1355. 

11 Chapman, op. cit., p. 532. 

12 Barbara Logan Tunis, In Caps and Gowns, The Story 
of the School for Graduate Nurses McGill University 1920-31964, 
Montreal, McGill University Press, 1966, p. 2. 

13 Street, op. cit., p. 119-
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was to open at the University of British Columbia. 

Street, who studied the origins of the University of 

British Columbia School of Nursing wrote: 

Dr. MacEachern's interest in nursing education 
stemmed from his commitment to improving the quality 
of hospital services in general and those of his own 
institution in particular. The Hospital Standardiza­
tion movement, of which he was a recognized leader, 
was gathering momentum in both the United States and 
Canada [. . .J but he recognized that achievement of 
excellence demanded high standards of nursing, which 
in turn depended upon the calibre of education which 
students received in the Training School. He [was 
the first to havej visualized a potential role for 
the university in this area.1^ 

Spurred by this consultation with Stewart, it was 

almost anticipatable that the combined nursing course at 

Columbia became the model of our basic non-integrated 

Canadian nursing programs. For clarification purposes, it 

is necessary to describe the non-integrated degree programs 

in nursing associated with universities. The nomenclature 

identified in the nursing education literature during the 

first periods does not always conform to the present accepted 

terminology found in university settings. In this study, the 

non-integrated programs include both the post-basic programs 

for registered nurses and the basic non-integrated programs 

for high school students in which the nursing component of the 

curriculum was outside the jurisdiction of universities. 

14 Street, op. cit., p. 115-166. 
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The first nursing course begun at the University of 

British Columbia ^ became the Canadian prototype of the 

pattern which came to be known as the non-integrated degree 

nursing course or the 2+J2+1 or 1+J+1 course in which the 

university assumed no responsibility for the two or three 

years of nursing preparation in a hospital school of nursing. 

Ethel Johns was to become the first university nurse 

professor in Canada1". This pioneer educative role was not 

the only one Johns assumed. Street commented : 

Once the establishment of the degree programme 
was assured, the Vancouver General Hospital started 
to seek a director of nursing who would be competent 
also to meet the demands of the position within the 
University t. • .3 It was further agreed t. . .] 
that the University would not be asked to assume any 
financial responsibilities in respect to the Depart­
ment of Nursing I. . .] Miss Johns' salary is 
chargeable in full to the General Hospital and to 
the funds provided by the Red Cross.1' 

Evidence of what this pioneer nurse educator encountered in 

her innumerable concommitant roles is described in the 

following abstract: 

15 Frances Emily Lyre, "University Courses for Nurses, 
University of British Columbia", in The Canadian Nurse, Aug. 
1927, Vol. 23, p. 408-410. 

16 Maude McLeod, "The University and the Training 
School for Nurses, Vancouver General Hospital", in The 
Canadian Nurse, Vol. 15, November 1919, p. 2100-2103. 

17 Street, op. cit., p. 128. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 8 

Under the circumstances, Miss Johns' impression 
was doubtless well founded that the Graduate Nurses* 
Association was 'aloof in its attitude toward the 
degree course I. . .] A problem which caused Miss 
Johns considerable anxiety during the same period 
was the open hostility of some of the staff doctors 
toward the degree program.1^ 

Street summarized the situation by adding: "Advanced educa­

tion for nurses found both its greatest champions and most 

vigorous opponents among members of the medical profession"1". 

In this first basic non-integrated course, the Univer­

sity of British Columbia conferred a degree for nursing 

courses over which it exercised no control. Moreover, as King 

indicated, two contrasting environments, one institution 

oriented solely to education, the university, the other 

dedicated mainly to service, the hospital, made entirely 

different demands on the nursing student2^. 

King21 was also of the opinion that non-integrated 

courses were a deterrent to the progress of nursing education. 

She added that these programs produced confusion in the minds 

of nurses and people at large. It was felt that nursing 

students were the least well served "as they were encouraged 

18 Ibid., p. 130. 

19 Ibid. 

20 M. Kathleen King, "The Development of Univers i ty 
Nursing Education", in Nursing Education in a Changing 
Soc ie ty , ed. Mary I n n i s , Toronto, Universi ty of Toronto P re s s , 
1970, p . 72. 

21 Ib id . 
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to enter baccalaureate programs in nursing that were second-

22 class in relation to other university programs" . In spite 

of the weaknesses found in these nursing programs, traditions 

die hard; basic non-integrated nursing programs were 

maintained until the late 1960's in most universities which 

had previously begun them. 

Another trend in university schools of nursing was 

a two-fold pattern in which three-year hospital diploma 

graduates took supplementary courses at university either for 

a one-year post-basic certificate program or a two-year post-

basic baccalaureate degree program ^ in nursing. Good des­

cribed this as 'layer-cake'2^ styled education. Distinct 

breaks of one, to as many as twenty or more years, were common 

between any portion of such programs, either after the hospital 

diploma course, or between the first year of Arts and the last 

year which was often similar to any post-basic certificate 

programs. Nurses slowly and gradually came to realize "that 

in professional maturation of nursing, narrow technical 

specialization is not sufficient but rather quantitative and 

22 Ibid. 

23 Shirley Good, "Post-Basic Baccalaureate Education 
for Nurses in Canada", in International Nursing Review, 
Vol. 16, No. 2, p. 148-152. 

24 Ibid., p. 147. 
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qualitative general knowledge is requisite"2^. 

Bridgman described this "deceptive pattern" of nursing 

education adopted by many universities. 

There has been an overemphasis on degrees as 
such, without sufficient understanding of the content 
and quality of the education they represent [. . .] 
As one university administrator phrased it, "The 
hospital school of nursing has always turned out good 
nurses; why shouldn't we give them college credit and 
a degree?" E. . .3 Many universities have misunder­
stood the purpose of higher education in nursing, 
thinking that all that was needed was general educa­
tion. Some educators seem to assume that the more 
education students have that is outside the field of 
nursing, the better justification there is for a 
degree in nursing, regardless of the quality or 
content of the program in nursing itself or of any 
integration between the two parts.2° 

Diploma, viewed by the writer as a misnomer, is one 

term frequently used in the nursing literature. The term 

could signify either a three year basic course in nursing 

associated with a hospital or even a specific university2'. 

Among these, the University of Saskatchewan "in 1954 inaugu-

rated a three-year diploma course for high school graduates" 

In several university settings also, the term diploma referred 

to a course more advanced than certificate courses but not 

25 Ibid., p. 143. 

26 Margaret Bridgman, Collegiate Education for Nursing, 
New York, Russell Sage Foundation, 1953, p. 118. 

27 University of Saskatchewan, Calendar 1954-1955, 
Saskatoon, School of Nursing, 1954, p. 333. 

28 University of Saskatchewan, Calendar 1967-68, 
Saskatoon, School of Nursing, 1967, p. N2. 
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leading to a degree. The University of Toronto, for example 

introduced a four-year diploma course in 192629; this course 

consisted of two years in the university (the first and 

fourth), and two years in a hospital school. Pioneer nursing 

educators in the 1930's were more intent on obtaining an 

educated nurse with knowledge of the curative and preventative 

than producing a degree-granting program^. McGill University, 

as early as 1922, also awarded a diploma and not a degree on 

the satisfactory completion of a two-year post-basic course 

in teaching and administration-^ . 

The historical background of basic degree programs in 

the four University nursing regions is now considered 

separately, the Western Region being discussed first. 

2. Western Region. 

The Western Region, which, as of 1972, comprised five 

University Schools of Nursing can rightly claim to be the 

first among the four regions to have brought nursing education 

29 Helen Carpenter, "The University of Toronto School 
of Nursing - An Agent of Change", in Nursing education in a 
changing society, ed. Mary Innis, Toronto, university of 
Toronto Press, 1970, p. 8o. 

30 Florence Emory, "Some Observations on the Early 
Development of the present day Faculty of Nursing at the 
University of Toronto", in Personal written document sentto 
the writer, Aug. 26, 1974, p. 3. 

31 McGill University, Session 1922-23» Montreal, 
School for Graduate Nurses, 1922, p. 9. 
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within the realm of Canadian universities. Table I 

illustrates the basic non-integrated and post-basic degree 

programs in this region during the years extending from 1919 

to 1972. This table further indicates the year in which both 

types of programs came into being, were terminated and/or 

were still in existence in 1972. In subsequent chapters, the 

writer will identify some relationships between the non-

integrated and the development of basic degree programs in 

each of the four regions. 

Table I also illustrates the fact that for the total 

span of time between 1919-1972, the Western region was con­

tinuously engaged with non-integrated programs, this, either 

with the basic non-integrated and/or the post-basic 

baccalaureate program. 

Margaret Street, Professor Emeritus of University of 

British Columbia School of Nursing and historian, described 

the origin of the Department of nursing at the University of 

British Columbia and the establishment there of the first 

baccalaureate degree program in nursing in the Commonwealth. 

She described the influence of the two key persons, 

MacEachern and Johns, in the following manner: 
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Table I.­

Basic Non-integrated and Post-basic Degree Programs in the 

Western Region from 1919 to 1972.a 

University 

British 1951-
Columbia 

1919 .H 

1959 

Alberta 1952. 

1923 A 
1966 

Saskatchewan 1952. 
1933 H 

1967 
Manitoba 1962. 

1912 1922 1932 1942 1952 1962 1972 

a Source: Information compiled from data obtained in Annual 
Nursing Calendars, 1919-1972. 

Legend: . . . Basic non-integrated degree program 
Post-basic degree program 

^ Terminated 
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The need was evident at the time for nurses with 
advanced preparation in teaching, administration, 
and public health nursing. But it is unlikely that 
the Department of Nursing would have been established 
as early as 1919 had it not been for the initiatives 
taken by Dr. Malcolm T. MacEachern [....] The role 
of Ethel Johns in the event might be described as 
that of midwife. As the first director of the depart­
ment of Nursing, she was also the foster mother and 
interpreter of the programme during its precarious 
early years.32 

Street also portrayed the early liaison between nursing 

education and the Universities with the following details: 

The universities were sympathetic but their 
sympathy was tinged with caution; they feared - and 
rightly so - the lowering of their standards L« • • »3 
Few nurses possessed full academic standings - no 
precedents exist. Compromise is necessary.33 

Elsewhere, Street pointed out that the Graduate Nurses' Asso­

ciation of British Columbia was not consulted or involved in 

the plans to establish a department of Nursing at the Univer­

sity of British Columbia and even alluded to their aloof 

attitude towards the degree course-^. 

From the onset, reluctance to see nurses become better 

educated in the university was evident on the part of physi­

cians and even from the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

This group felt that 

32 Street, op. cit., p. 115. 

33 Ibid., p. 133. 

34 Ibid., p. 118. 
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f. . .J If nurses are to be taught in the Uni­
versity it should be as a post-graduate course. 

That overtraining of nurses is not desirable 
and results largely in the losing of their useful­
ness C. . .] 

Theoretical branches of nursing are of little 
use in the sick room.35 

Ethel Johns, nurse pioneer in university education 

for nurses in the Western Region, wrote in 1948: 

Even if the university has already given 
much to nursing, it has been difficult for nurses 
to attain professional status in the university. 
Perhaps it is because the ancillary concept of 
nursing dies hard E. . .3 It has led to the mistaken 
impression that the movement toward the university on 
the part of nursing is an attempt to usurp the 
functions of the physician. Nothing could be further 
from the truth [. . .3 There is another lion in the 
path and that is the uncompromising attitude of some 
university authorities towards special (or vocational) 
education as distinct from liberal (or general) edu­
cation [. . .3 It now seems probable that slowly, 
but surely, more schools of nursing will become 
integral parts of universities without constituting.̂  
any threat to academic educational standards E. . T\ 
Even the extremists among us, and we have a few of 
them, have never claimed that all or even a majority 
of nurses should possess academic degrees. All that 
most of us ask is that the university shall help to 
prepare women who are potentially capable of leadership.36 

Two other universities in the Western Region accepted 

the challenge of bringing education within their walls. First, 

was the University of Alberta which inaugurated its basic 

35 Letter of May 1920, from A.P. Procter, Registrar 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia 
to Stanley Mathews, Secretary, The Senate, University of 
British Columbia. 

36 Ethel Johns, "The Nurse Seeks the University", in 
The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 44, No. 1, September 1943, p. 722-724. 
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non-integrated program in 1923; the program was discontinued 

in 1966^'. The second, the University of Saskatchewan 

admitted its first students in the non-integrated degree 

nursing program begun in 1933-* and terminated this program 

in 196739. 

The Registered Nurses in the Province of Manitoba 

recognized the need for university education in nursing as 

early as 1919̂ '<-). This was evidenced by the presentation of 

a brief to the Premier requesting that a nursing program be 

established at the University of Manitoba^-1; the struggle, 

however, to obtain a recognized degree program in nursing 

was long and arduous. What Johns wrote seemed to apply to 

university nursing education outside British Columbia: "A 

few of us believed that nursing had a rightful place in the 

universities of this country and were prepared to fight, and 

37 University of Alberta, Calendar 1968-1969, Uni­
versity of Alberta School of Nursing, Historical note, 
No. 121*2:1 (no page). 

38 Kathleen W. Ellis, "University of Saskatchewan 
School for Nursing", in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 37, No. 7, 
July 1941, p. 463. 

39 University of Saskatchewan, Calendar 1967-1968, 
University of Saskatchewan School of Nursing, p. N3. 

40 The University of Manitoba, Calendar 1971-1972, 
Winnipeg, School of Nursing, 1971, p. 1803. "~ 

41 Ibid. 
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fight hard, to obtain it"^2. 

Aside from a six-week summer course in the field of 

teaching and public health nursing held in 1933, "the first 

nursing program was offered in the University of Manitoba in 

1943"43# These certificate courses became permanently esta­

blished in 1952. It was only ten years later, in 1962^, 

that the program sequence for registered nurses, commonly 

called a post-basic degree course was started. 

The University of Calgary which admitted its first 

nursing students in 1970^, was the only School of Nursing 

in the region which, simultaneously with the opening of its 

doors to nursing education assumed, from its inception, 

control over the entire program. The University itself was 

young and vigorous; it had just gained full autonomy by the 

Universities Act, Government of Alberta, in 1966̂ " . 

The above data lead into a summary of trends in the 

Western Region. Non-integrated degree programs in nursing, 

either of the basic non-integrated or the post-basic type, 

42 Ethel Johns, "Nursing Service in General", in The 
Canadian Nurse, Vol. 42, No. 9, September 1946, p. 750. 

43 Ibid. 

44 Ibid. 

45 University of Calgary, Calendar 1970-1971, Calgary, 
School of Nursing, 1970, p. 11. 

46 Ibid. 
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have been in existence ever since the inception of the first 

Canadian nursing program at the University of British Columbia 

in 1919; the process was continuous until 1972. When both 

types of non-integrated programs existed in the same university, 

the basic non-integrated program in nursing was the first to 

be established. The time lag between the establishment of 

both types of non-integrated programs varied considerably. 

For example, thirty-two years elapsed between the inception, 

in 1919, of the basic non-integrated nursing program at the 

University of British Columbia and the inauguration of the 

post-basic degree program for registered nurses in 1951. 

The three basic non-integrated degree programs in the 

Western Region intended for high school students, one of 

which originated as early as 1919, at the University of 

British Columbia, had all ceased to exist by 1967-

On the other hand, all the post-basic programs geared 

to registered nurses which came into existence after the 

1950's were still in operation by the end of 1972. 

Once established, non-integrated programs in nursing 

in the Western Region did not experience interruptions. This 

differs from some other regions, where non-integrated programs 

once initiated, temporarily ceased to exist. 

In 1972 each province in the Western Region had a 

university program in nursing. Although the University of 

Manitoba is the oldest university in Western Canada, having 
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been established in 1877^7, it was the last province in the 

Western Region to begin a degree program in nursing. It was 

only in 1962 that the program sequence for registered nurses 

was offered. 

British Columbia pioneered the way in 1919, with a 

basic non-integrated program. It was followed by Alberta, 

with a similar form of nursing education at the University 

of Alberta in 1923^ . The University of Saskatchewan began 

its non-integrated program in 1933 and was the last university 

to discontinue this type of program in the Western Region. 

In an excerpt of the 1939 Calendar of the University 

of Saskatchewan is found a typical example of a basic non-

integrated program in the region. It is seen that the 

University of Saskatchewan initially established links with 

three hospital schools of Nursing for the clinical portion 

of the program. This Saskatchewan plan was similar to that 

advocated previously by MacEachern. His original concept in 

1919, of centralizing nursing education under the University 

of British Columbia was through a system of affiliation of 

the training schools with an institution of higher learning. 

This was taken up by the University of Saskatchewan 

47 Ibid., p. 11. 

48 University of Alberta, Calendar 1968-69, Edmonton, 
School of Nursing, No. 131.2.1, Historical note (no page). 
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nineteen years later. 

In conjunction with the nursing schools of certain 

approved hospitals the University of Saskatchewan School of 

Nursing offered a course leading to the degree of Bachelor 

of Science in Nursing. The following hospitals were approved 

by the Senate of the University: The Grey Nuns' Hospital, 

Regina; St. Paul's Hospital, Saskatoon; The Saskatoon City 

Hospital. 

The duration of the course was five years of which 

two and one-half academic years were spent in pre-professional 

work at the University. The first year of this period could 

be taken at Regina College. The professional training which 

could be taken in one of the approved hospitals covered 

thirty-one months exclusive of holidays^. The division of 

time between the University and the Hospital is illustrated in 

Chart I. 

The fourth decade did not witness the creation of new 

university degree programs in nursing in the Western Region. 

Programs,usually of one year duration but sometimes 

shorter, leading to Certificates, were also offered early 

during this lapse of time and continued to exist until 1972. 

In the Western Region, certificates in Public Health nursing 

seemed more prevalent and were offered as early as 1921 at 

49 University of Saskatchewan, Calendar 1939-1940, 
Saskatoon, School of Nursing, p. 199. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 21 

Jan. Feb. Mar. April May June July Aug. Sept. 

UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY 

HOSPITAL 

HOSPITAL 

H O S P I T A L 

H O S P I T A L 

HOSPITAL 

Oct. Nov. Dec. 

UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY 

Chart 1.- Division of Time between the University of Saskat­
chewan and the Clinical Experience in the Hospitals.a 

aSource: University of Saskatchewan, Calendar 1939-40, School 
of Nursing, p. 199. 
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the University of British Columbia^0. Jean Leask, an 

authority in the field of Public Health Nursing in Canada, 

was of the opinion that "certificate courses for registered 

nurses were the forerunners of degree programs and have 

played a part in their evolution"^1. Statistics substantiate 

this opinion. In the Western Region in 1942, of the total 

number of 436 nurses working in the public health field, 

212 had obtained a certificate course in public health; 

36.1$ of nurses in Alberta working in public health had 

received a one-year preparation in the field; 81.5$ in British 

Columbia, 19.3$ in Manitoba and 26.3$ in Saskatchewan^. 

Table II presents a resume of post-basic baccalaureate 

programs in the Western Region between 1919-1972. 

The table further reveals that no post-basic programs 

in nursing began prior to the 1950's. It is further noted 

that three new programs began almost simultaneously in the 

1950's. The post-basic program at the University of Manitoba 

was established a decade later, namely in 1962. 

50 Frances Emily Lyne, "University Courses for Nurses, 
University of British Columbia", in The Canadian Nurse, 
Vol. 23, No. 8, August 1927, p. 408. 

51 Jean C. Leask, "The education of the public health 
nurse", in Nursing education in a changing society, ed. Mary 
Q. Innis, Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1970, p. 160. 

52 Margaret E. Kerr and Lyle M. Creelmar, "Public 
Health Nurse in Canada", in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 38, No. 1, 
January 1942, p. 43. 
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Table II.-

Post-Basic Baccalaureate Nursing Programs in the Western 
Region, 1919-1972 According to type of degree offered and 

length of Program0
a 

University 

British 
Columbia 

Alberta 

Saskatchewan 

Manitoba 

Initial 
Year 

1951 

1952 

1952 

1962 

Initial 
Degree 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.S.N. 

B.N. 

Length of 
Program 
Initially 

3 years 

2 years 

3 years 

2 years 

Degree 
in 1972 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.S.N. 

B.N. 

Length of 
Program 
in 1972 

3 years 

2 years 

3 years 

3 years 

aSource: Data compiled from University Schools of Nursing 
Calendars, 1919-1972. 
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Table II also indicates that the type of degrees 

granted was not altered from the year of inception of 

respective programs until 1972. As far as length of programs 

is concerned, three of the four programs were three years in 

length in 1972; the University of Alberta was the only program 

in the Western Region which was of two years duration. 

The Western Region can claim to be the only Canadian 

region in which universities were associated with nursing 

education programs during the entire span of time extending 

from 1919 to 1972. 

With pioneers such as MacEachern and Johns, the Uni­

versity of British Columbia led the way for two other basic 

non-integrated degree nursing programs in the Western Region. 

All three basic non-integrated degree programs had phased out 

by 1967. 

Four post-basic baccalaureate programs begun after 

the 1950's were still in operation in 1972. 

The University of Calgary's basic degree program was 

the only basic degree program in the Western Region which 

emerged in 1970 without going through evolutionary, preli­

minary phases of non-integrated programs. 

All four Western Provinces in the Region possessed a 

university nursing school within the confines of the respect­

ive provinces. 
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3. Ontario Region. 

The Ontario Region can rightly claim to have been the 

first region in Canada to have developed a basic degree pro­

gram by 1942^3. Documentation further revealed that efforts 

to establish a university nursing program were made as early 

as 1905. A memorandum submitted by the Graduate Nurses' 

Association of Ontario to the University of Toronto requested 

the university to "offer a course of training and education 

of nurses"-^. However, it seemed that the time was not yet 

appropriate for university nursing education. 

In 1918, a communication was addressed by a physician, 

Dr. Helen MacMurchy55, to presidents of Canadian universities 

asking for their cooperation in admitting nursing education 

within the academic walls. Dr. MacMurchy had also been 

instrumental in establishing the first official journal of 

the national nursing association and served as its first 

editor^ . The presidents of universities, with limited 

53 University of Toronto, Calendar 1941-1942, Toronto, 
School of Nursing, p. 7. 

54 Agnes H. Paffard, "History of the Graduate Nurses' 
Association of Ontario", in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 9, No. 5, 
May 1913, p. 296. 

55 Helen MacMurchy, "University Training for Nursing 
Profession", in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 14, No. 9, September 
1918, p. 1284-1283^ 

56 Helen MacMurchy, "Editorial", in The Canadian 
Nurse, Vol. 1, No. 1, January 1904, p. 7. 
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facilities for the teaching of nursing, did not express 

interest in MacMurchy's communication; those with the 

necessary resources were even less inviting. Sir Robert 

Falconer of the University of Toronto indicated that "the 

demand for a course in nursing might be such that we should 

have to endeavor to meet it, but I do not see any chance of 

this coming to pass in the immediate future"57. Chancellor 

McCrimmon of McMaster University felt that the proposition 

which was presented, interested him more for the future than 

for the present adding: 

E. . .] I would like to think the matter over 
carefully [....] As we are one of the small 
universities, we hesitate about making radical 
changes, lest we should seem to be lowering our 
standards [. . . .]58 

The University of Western Ontario, in 1924, was the 

first Ontario University to offer a five-year basic non-

integrated baccalaureate program. The program leading to a 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing involved the following three 

phases: 

57 MacMurchy, "University Training....", op. cit., 
p. 1286. 

58 Ibid., p. 1237. 
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First, there would be 28 months of training in 
a hospital training school, the course of which had 
been studied and approved by the Dean of the Faculty 
of Public Health and his committee. Second there 
would be two years in the Faculty of Arts [. . .3 
At the end of the first and second year there would 
be another four months of hospital training. Last, 
there would be one year of specialization in the 
Faculty of Public Health; [. . .3 It was estimated 
that the total course of study would be five years, 
but more often six years was a closer estimate. 
Given the conditions of the time, the expense and 
time involved in university nursing education as 
compared with hospital training schools, it is 
little wonder that few people enrolled in the course 
during the early years.*" 

Referring to its School of Nursing, the University of 

Ottawa indicated that the 

[. . .3 establishment of the University School 
of Nursing in September 1933 was one of the outcomes 
of 'The Survey of Nursing Education in Canada', a 
comprehensive study known as the Weir Report, under­
taken by the Canadian Nurses' Association and the 
Canadian Medical Association.^ 

A narrative historical report describes that at the beginning 

of the 1933-1939 session, the School opened new quarters for 

the teaching of courses leading to the degree of Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing . 

59 Hendrick Overdrun, People and Ideas, Nursing at 
Western, 1920-1970, London, University of Western Ontario, 
1970, p. 51-52. 

60 The University of Ottawa, Calendar 1933-1973, 
School of Nursing, 1973, p. 5-

61 The University of Ottawa, Calendar 1961-1962, 
"Historical threads", Ottawa, The School of Nursing, 1961, 
p. ix. 
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The Weir Report, published in 1932, recommended that 

Mastery of techniques only, without liberal 
education E. . .J is, in the judgment of the Survey, 
spiritually dwarfing and benumbing to the nurse as 
to any other citizen of the community.°2 

Professor Weir further added: 

While the university is rightly regarded as the 
keystone in the educational arch of our public 
school system, it is no longer commonly looked upon 
as a sort of financial aristocracy or even for the 
so called intelligentsia that may boast of its 
superior brain power [. . .3 Sooner or later, the 
university [.,. .] must face the problem of education 
of the nurse."3 

Two recommendations from the Weir Report created much impact 

on nursing education across Canada. 

University training schools for nurses should 
[. . J award degrees in Nursing as in Arts, Law 
[« • «J Until such nursing courses are well esta­
blished and of undoubtedly high standard, diplomas, 
instead of degrees, should be awarded. 

In the judgment of the Survey, the modern 
nurse should be given an adequate liberal, as well 
as technical education.°4 

The foundations for the basic degree course had been laid. 

At the University of Western Ontario, "two further 

post-basic certificate programs were established in 1925 to 

prepare teachers for hospital schools of nursing and to 

62 G.M. Weir, Survey of Nursing Education in Canada, 
Toronto, The University of Toronto P~ress, 1932~, p. 386. 

63 Ibid., p. 392. 

64 Ibid., p. 393. 
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prepare hospital administrators" *. 

The 1967 Calendar further added: 

The future of educational programmes in nursing 
was assured with a further decision of the Board of 
Governors to establish a School of Nursing, as an 
autonomous unit within the constituent University, 
and Miss Edith M. McDowell was appointed Dean of 
this new Faculty in the summer of 1947 [••••] 
Under Dean McDowell's inspiring leadership, the 
School developed rapidly in both quality of pro­
grammes offered and in enrolment.0" 

While these developments were taking place at the 

University of Western Ontario, alternative methods of nursing 

education were tried at the University of Toronto. Kathleen 

Russell, the director, was searching for new approaches to 

the education of nursing students. Carpenter wrote of her: 

[. . .J Kathleen Russell was a recipient of a 
Rockefeller fellowship and the observations she 
made in the United States and England helped to 
shape her thoughts with regard to the reform of 
nursing education in Canada [....] A steady ex­
change of correspondence between Kathleen Russell 
and Mary Beard (Rockefeller Foundation) reflects 
the intensive work undertaken between 1926 and 1933 
[. . . .35? 

Florence Emory who came to the University of Toronto 

in 1924 and was associate director with the School of Nursing 

65 The University of Western Ontario, Calendar 1967-
1968, "History of the School of Nursing", London, The Uni­
versity of Western Ontario School of Nursing, p. 9. 

66 Ibid., p. 10. 

67 Helen Carpenter, "The University of Toronto School 
of Nursing: An agent of change", in Nursing education in a 
changing society, ed. Mary Q. Innis, Toronto, University of 
Toronto Press, p. 89-91. 
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for more than thirty years, described that 

E. . .3 health interests in nursing were always 
prominent in our thinking C. . .3 We wanted to 
find a new and better way of preparing a public 
health nurse. The first integrated course, three 
years in length, was organized in 1933 and led to 
a diploma. This was done with very little additional 
cost E. . .J The indispensable factor in this 
development was the leadership of a scholarly, 
perceptive and humane educator, who instilled in a 
very small group, in the early days, a spirit of 
creativity, of research E. . .J°8 

Table III shows that seven of the eight existing 

schools in the Ontario Region were involved either in basic 

non-integrated or post-basic degree nursing programs or in 

both. Laurentian University was the only university in the 

Ontario Region which was concerned solely with a basic degree 

program from 1967 to 197269. 

Three other Universities offered post-basic pro­

grammes. These, in chronological order are, The University 

of Toronto which began its program in 1952?°, McMaster Uni-

7T 
versity which sponsored a post-basic program from 1955-1960' 

and Lakehead which started its degree program for registered 

68 Florence Emory, op. cit. 

69 Laurentian University, Calendar 1968-1969, Sudbury, 
School of Nursing, p. 38. 

70 University of Toronto, Calendar 1952-1953, Toronto, 
School of Nursing, p. 17. 

71 McMaster University, Calendar 1959-1960, Hamilton, 
School of Nursing, p. 47. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 31 

Table III.-

Basic Non-integrated and Post-basic Degree Programs in the 
Ontario Region, 1919 to 1972.a 

University 

Lakehead 1966. 

McMaster 1955- i 

I960 

Queen's 1943 • 

1947 • H 
1969 

Ottawa 1943-

1933 A 
1961 

Toronto 1952. 

Western 1967.. 
Ontario 

1923 A 
1966 

Windsor 1956. 

1956 A 
1968 

1912 1922 1932 1942 1952 1962 1972 

a Source: Information compiled from data obtained in Annual 
Nursing Calendars 1919-1972. 

Legend: . . . Basic non-integrated degree program 
Post-basic degree program 

-\ Terminated 
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72 nurses in 1966' . 

Four other Universities in the Region offered both 

types of non-integrated degree programs. At Queen's University, 

73 the post-basic degree was started in 1943 four years prior 

to the inception of the basic non-integrated program; the Uni­

versity of Ottawa inaugurated its basic non-integrated program 

in 1933'4, five years before the post-basic degree program 

came into being. The University of Western Ontario began to 

offer a post-basic degree program in 1956 , thirty-three years 

after the inception of its basic non-integrated program. 

Unlike any other university, in 1956 the University 

of Windsor began both types of non-integrated programs "a two 

year course for registered nurses leading to the degree of 

B.Sc.N. and a course for high school graduates leading to the 
76 

degree of B.Sc.N." . The following statement described the 

latter: 

72 Lakehead University, Calendar 1972-1973, Thunder 
Bay, School of Nursing, p. 184. 

73 Data obtained from Jean Hill, Director, Queen's 
University School of Nursing, August 19, 1974* 

74 University of Ottawa, Calendar 1974-1975, Ottawa, 
School of Nursing, p. 7. 

75 University of Western Ontario, Calendar 1968-1969, 
London, School of Nursing, p. 1. 

76 Assumption University of Windsor, Essex College, 
Calendar 1957-1958, Windsor, Department of Nursing Education, 
1957, p. 3. 
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On completion of the First Year, the student 
enters a basic hospital school of nursing for 

• clinical education and experience. The choice of 
school is made in consultation with the Director 
of the School prior to the end of the academic 
year t. . .3 After this, the student re-enters 
the University for an additional year of special­
ized preparation in the field of nursing education, 
Nursing Service Administration or Public Health 
Nursing.77 

In Ontario, it is difficult to detect developmental 

patterns of nursing education programs. King's comments can 

throw light on some of the underlying reasons: 

In the first thirty years of university 
nursing programmes there was a tendency for each 
university group to act in isolation. Individual 
schools, jealously guarded their autonomy and the 
differences between programmes hindered the 
effective establishment of any organization for 
mutual benefit. The result was that in the early 
stages of development there was no co-ordinated 
voice for university nursing. This lack of a 
united voice weakened the entire nursing program 
at a period in the late forties and fifties, when 
a new national philosophy toward health and welfare 
was emerging.78 

Table IV presents an overview of the post-basic 

baccalaureate programs in the Ontario Region from 1919 to 1972 

according to the type of degree offered and the length of the 

nursing program. The following observations can be drawn from 

this table: seven universities inaugurated post-basic 

77 University of Windsor, Calendar 1963-1964, Windsor, 
School of Nursing, 1963, p. 1. 

78 M. Kathleen King, op. cit., p. 76. 
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Table IV.-

Post-Basic Baccalaureate Nursing Programs in the Ontario Re­
gion, 1919-1972 according to type of degree offered and 

length of Program.a 

University Initial Initial Length of Degree in Length of 
Year Degree Program 1972 Program 

Initially " in 1972 

Lakehead 

McMaster 

Ottawa 

Toronto 

Western 
Ontario 

Windsor 

Queen's 

1966 

1955 

1943 
1943 

1952 

1967 

1956 

1943 

B.S.N. 

B.Ed.N. 

B.Sc.N. 
B.Sc.P. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.N.Sc. 

Ed. 
H.N 

3 

2 

2 
.2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

years 

years 

years 
years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

B.S.N. 

B.Sc.N.Ed. 
B.Sc.P.H.N 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.N.Sc. 

3 years 

Terminated 
in I960 

2 years 
.2 years 

3 years 

3 years 

3 years 

3 years 

a Source: Data compiled from University Schools of Nursing 
Calendars, 1919-1972. 
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baccalaureate programs between 1943 and 1967 and, these 

offered degrees which varied in nomenclature to include 

B.S.N., B.S.N.Sc, B.Ed.N., B.Sc.N.Ed. and B.Sc.PHN. 

Six of the above seven mentioned programs were still 

in existence in 1972, and offered the same degrees as those 

granted initially. One post-basic degree program, at 

McMaster University had terminated in I960. In addition, 

two programs, which were originally two years in length, 

increased the duration to three years. In 1972, five of the 

six universities offered post-basic baccalaureate programs 

consisting of three academic years. 

Different post-basic program patterns were initiated, 

evolved, and terminated in the Ontario Region. In the first 

decades, the functional aspects were more prevalent and, in 

the main, were identified as, nursing service, nursing edu­

cation and public health administration. Other university 

centers required the nurse to select both a functional and a 

clinical content area in public health nursing, maternal and 

child health care, psychiatric nursing and medical-surgical 

nursing'". Much activity, on the part of nurses, was required 

to bring nursing within universities in the Ontario Region. 

79 Shirley Good, op. cit., p. 147. 
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4. Quebec Region. 

80 It was in Montreal, on June 20, 1942 that a group 

of faculty members from Canadian University Schools of 

Nursing met to decide upon a form of permanent association. 

Three days later on June 23, 1942, the objectives of the 

Provisional Council of University Schools and Departments of 

Nursing came into being. The following objectives were 

delineated: to determine desirable standards for university 

schools of nursing; to support the development of future uni­

versity schools of nursing when desirable conditions exist 

and to strengthen the relationships between university schools 

of nursing in Canada and in other countries. An annual 

membership fee of two dollars was agreed upon" . This 

association was to bear influence on basic degree programs. 

In 1972 the Quebec Region had three University Schools of 

Nursing, namely L'Ecole des Sciences Infirmieres included in the 

8? Health Sciences of Universite Laval since 1970 , la Faculte de 

80 Minutes of the Organization Meeting of the Repre­
sentatives of University Schools of Nursing, Montreal, Quebec, 
June 23rd, 1942. 

81 Minutes of Council of University Schools and 
Departments of Nursing, November 9, 1949, (Exhibit 1). 

82 Universite Laval, Annuaire 1971-1972, Quebec, 
Sciences de la Sante, p. 12. 
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Nursing de 1'Universite de Montreal ^, and the School for 

Graduate Nurses at McGill University°4. 

Table V shows the basic non-integrated and post-basic 

degree programs in the Quebec Region. The School for Graduate 

Nurses at McGill University is the only English-speaking uni­

versity school of nursing; the other two are of French ex­

pression and have witnessed a series of changes and varied 

nomenclature since their respective inceptions. 

As early as 1922, 1'Universite Laval was interested 

in university nursing education. At the request of the Rector, 

Doctor Arthur Vallee, Secretary of the Faculty of Medicine, 

asked for the Nursing programs of the University of Saskat­

chewan and McGill University8^. That same year, Sister 

Virginie Allaire, Vice-President of the Provincial Nurses' 

Association of Saskatchewan, had requested the University of 

Saskatchewan to offer a few summer courses to assist in the 

preparation of directors of Western Grey Nuns' Hospitals . 

83 Universite de Montreal, Annuaire 1971-1972, 
Montreal, Faculte de Nursing, p. 3« 

84 McGill University, Calendar 1972-1973, Montreal, 
School for Graduate Nurses, p. 8. 

85 Noella Bertrand, Historical development of nursing 
programs at Laval University the first twenty years. Unpublished 
Master's dissertation, Washington, D.C., The Catholic Univer­
sity of America, p. 32. 

86 Les Directrices, "Historique des Cours Superieurs 
de Garde-Malades donnes a 1'Universite de Montreal, de mai a 
septembre 1923", dans La Veilleuse, Vol. 9, No. 1, 1924, p. 5. 
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Table V.­

Basic Non-integrated and Post -bas ic Degree Programs in the 
Quebec Region 1919 to 1972. a 

Univers i ty 

Laval 

McGill 

1933. 
T9J§ i<?43 19*52 

1945. 

I n s t i t u t Marguerite 
d 'Youvi l le 
( a f f i l i a t e d to Uni­
v e r s i t e de Montreal) 

Un ive r s i t e de 
Montreal 

1934. 

Merged 

196^ 

1912 1922 1932 1942 1952 1962 1972 

Information compiled from data obtained in Annual 
Nursing Calendars 1919-1972. 

a Source: 

Legend: Basic non-integrated degree program 
Post-basic degree program 
Terminated 
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At a national meeting of the C.N.A. held a few weeks 

later, the value of the directors' course at the University 

of Saskatchewan was discussed, and two Grey Nuns, Sister 

Albertine Duckett, and Sister Mathilde Fafard were delegated 

to request the University of Montreal to organize another 

course to assist in the preparation of directors for schools 

of nursing in Eastern Canada. Apparently, the good reputation 

of the University of Saskatchewan can be regarded as one 

cause of the development of higher education in nursing at 

1'Universite de Montreal. 

As early as 1931, les Soeurs de la Charite de Quebec 

suggested the idea of a baccalaureate degree in nursing to 

1'Universite Laval, but no reply was given to this request '. 

At Universite Laval, the initial efforts to organize 

a program of higher education for nurses date back to 

88 1932 . There were a series of interrupted changes in the 

post-basic program within I'Ecole des sciences hospitalieres 

under which name it was known until 1967 . 

87 Letter from Soeur Yolande Bonner to the writer, 
October 25, 1975. 

88 Universite Laval, Annuaire 1972-1973, Quebec, 
Sciences de la Sante, Historique de I'Ecole des Sciences 
Infirmieres, p. 112. 

89 Ibid., p. 112. 
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La Faculte de Nursing de 1'Universite de Montrealyu 

was created in 1962 offering a master's program. It did not 

offer an undergraduate baccalaureate degree until 1967 when 

it amalgamated with I'Institut Marguerite d'Youville, a 

private college founded in 1934 and affiliated with l'Univer-

site de Montreal in 1935 . The following excerpt describes 

the fusion of these two separate educational institutions 

involved with nursing education: 

Le ler^juin 1967, 1'Universite" de Montreal 
integrait a sa Faculte de nursing, le programme de 
baccalaureat que dirigeait depuis 1934 I'Institut 
Marguerite d'Youville E. . .3 Cet Institut fut 
fonde en 1934 par les Soeurs Grises de Montreal 
pour former, au niveau du baccalaureat es sciences 
infirmieres, des personnes^capables d'assumer des 
postes de cadre dans les hopitaux et ecoles d'in­
firmieres E. • .3 L'integration de l^Institut 
Marguerite d'Youville place sous un meme toit et 
une meme direction les programmes de la. maitrise 
et du baccalaureat offerts aux infirmieres-et le 
programme du cours de base en nursing initie par 
I'Institut en 1961 E« • «3 La Faculte du Nursing 
est maintenant amenagee dans l'immeuble qui abri-
tait I'Institut Marguerite d'Youville depuis 1963." 

In June 1964, La Faculte de Nursing had also become responsible 

for I'Ecole d'infirmieres hygienistes founded at the Universite 

90 Universite de Montreal, Annuaire 1971-1972, Montreal, 
Faculte de Nursing, p. 3. 

91 Institut Marguerite d'Youville, Annuaire 1938-1939, 
Montreal, Ecole Superieure pour Garde-malades, p. 6. 

92 Universite de Montreal, Annuaire 1967-1968, Montreal, 
Faculte de Nursing, p. 3-4. 
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de Montreal in 192593. As early as 1923^, two Grey Nuns of 

Montreal, Sister Fafard and Sister Duckett, had begun giving 

summer courses under the sponsorship of the Faculty of 

Medicine of 1'Universite de Montreal. Sister Fafard's 

sudden death terminated these courses which were to be re­

instated at I'Institut Marguerite d'Youville in 1934 under 

the leadership of Sister Virginie Allaire. 

In 1918 at McGill University two nurses, Grace 

Fairley and Mabel Hersey, initiated the discussions as to 

the possibilities of establishing a School of Nursing. It 

was not until the summer of 1920 that the plan took con-

95 crete form . 

During the summer of 1933, Doctor Calixte Dagneau, 

superintendent of St. Sacrement Hospital, presented an 

official request for a baccalaureate program for nurses to 

96 1' Universite Laval . After making inquiries about different 

93 Edith B. Hurley, "School of Public Health Nursing 
University of Montreal", in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 23, 
No. 6, June 1927, p. 290-291. 

94 Soeur M.F. Bellemare, Les Soeurs Grises de Montreal 
et le Nursing dans le Quebec depuis 25 ans, 1920-1945, Dis-
cours lors du 25e anniversaire de la fondation de 1'Associa­
tion des Garde-malades Enregistrees de la Province du Quebec, 
Pierrefonds, Archives Les Soeurs Grises de Montreal, p. 3-5* 

95 "Building for the Future", in The Canadian Nurse, 
Vol. 36, No. 7, July 1940, p. 415. 

96 Universite Laval, Rapport du Secretaire general, 
juillet 1939, Quebec, Universite Laval, p. 1. 
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Canadian baccalaureate programs and having studied the Weir 

Report, le Conseil de 1'Universite Laval decided that there 

would be such a program. Its characteristic would be the 

inclusion of a complement of liberal arts courses (including 

French, English, Latin, Greek, Mathematics, Chemistry, Psycho­

logy, Sociology, Pedagogy), and the avoidance of any special-

97 ization in nursing . 

By 1934, nurses questioned the inclusion of so many 

hours of liberal arts and requested some specialization* . 

A second influence exerted upon the content of the bacca­

laureate program was an address given in Ottawa at the 

Catholic Hospital Association of the United States and Canada 

in which it was stated that Latin should not be included in 

99 the curriculum . Liberal Arts and general education seemed 

of lesser importance to certain influential people. In June 

1935, the same Association asked that the program at 1'Univer­

site Laval be suspended after the second year, and a degree 

be granted. Universite Laval had difficulty maintaining the 

three year curriculum. Bertrand wrote: 

97 Ibid. 

98 Bertrand, op. cit., p. 57. 

99 Ibid., p. 51. 
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Regardless of the favorable results, the Bacca­
laureate program was however suspended in 1936. 
This experimental program prepared the way for plan­
ning of the future curriculum which was initiated 
in 1942.100 

In September 1942, the Board of Directors of the 

Schools of Nursing requested le Conseil de 1'Universite Laval 

to resume the baccalaureate program for registered nurses . 

Dr. Charles Vezina, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and 

President of the Board of Directors of the Schools of Nursing, 

requested and obtained financial support for it. Hence, a 

two-year baccalaureate program in nursing was reorganized and 

resumed in 1943 and the Faculty of Medicine promulgated the 

rules of operation. By 1950, all courses in clinical nursing 

were deleted10 . From 1943 to 1952, only six baccalaureate 

degrees had been granted , after which time the post-basic 

program ceased to function. In 1959, 1'Universite Laval 

reopened the first year of the program for registered nurse 

candidates wishing to follow the baccalaureate program104. 

After one year of Arts, the students went to I'Institut 

100 Ibid., p. 59. 

101 Sister Berthe Lesage, The Second Twenty years in 
the historical development of nursing education at Laval Uni­
versity, Washington, D.C., The Catholic University of America, 
unpublished Master's dissertation, p. 6l. 

102 Ibid., p. 62. 

103 Ibid., p. 68. 

104 Ibid., p. 69. 
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Marguerite d'Youville in Montreal for the one-year clinical 

nursing program. The latter granted the degree of Bacca­

laureat en Sciences Infirmieres. 

The School for Graduate Nurses at McGill University 

was made possible by the generosity of the Quebec Provincial 

Red Cross Society which agreed to finance the undertaking for 

three years10^. Sir W. Peterson, Vice-Chancellor of McGill 

University, had been one of the few Canadian university 

officials in 1918 to be ready to accept nursing within the 

academic walls of McGill University. In fact, Peterson thus 

replied to MacMurchy's invitation: 

It so happens that we are taking steps towards 
the University education of the nursing profession, 
but, as the scheme is still in embryo, I fear I am 
not able to report anything very definite at the 
present moment. The scheme, however, will, in all 
probability, be in operation next year.10" 

The new program, inaugurated in 1920, had a two-fold project; 

namely to provide "training for Public Health Nursing and to 

provide training for administrative and teaching positions in 

107 Hospitals and Schools of Nursing" . From its inception, 

the school wished to influence nursing across Canada. 

105 McGill University, Calendar 1922-1923, Montreal, 
School for Graduate Nurses, 1922, p. 4. 

106 Helen MacMurchy, "University Training for the 
Nursing Profession", op. cit., p. 1285. 

107 McGill University, Calendar 1922-1923, p. 4-
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The hope and aim of the school is to send out 
teachers and leaders, who whether by helping to 
improve the methods and raise the standards of 
nursing education in Canada, or by doing efficient 
work in the varied fields of public health nursing 
may alike serve the community as health workers.10" 

Between the years 1920 to 1945, a variety of nursing 

courses was offered at McGill University. In this interval, 

however, these courses did not lead to a degree in nursing. 

By 1928, four certificate courses were offered. Of these, 

three lasted one academic year and led to a certificate in 

Public Health Nursing, Supervision in Schools of Nursing and 

Administration in Schools of Nursing. On the other hand, the 

course in Teaching in Schools of nursing led to a diploma and 

required two academic years °^. To this effect the 1930-1931 

Calendar indicated: 

The University does not, at present grant a 
professional degree in the School of Graduate 
Nurses. The proposal to establish such a degree 
is, however, now under consideration. The curri­
culum of the School and methods of instruction, 
are nevertheless, strictly in accordance with the 
best university standards.110 

Once the Quebec Red Cross Society ceased its funding, it soon 

became apparent, by 1933, that the School was faced with a 

serious financial problem. It was through "the loyalty, 

energy and enterprize displayed by the alumnae of the 

108 Ibid., p. 5-

109 McGill University, Calendar 1928-1929, p. 10. 

110 McGill University, Calendar 1930-1931, p. 16. 
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School"111 that the School continued. A testimony written in 

1937, bears witness to the courageous struggle to keep the 

school open: 

There is something about this school which 
proves the vitality of the cause to which it is 
dedicated. Poverty, ridicule, public indifference 
cannot prevail against the determination of nurses 
to educate themselves. The door is kept open, in 
spite of all.112 

The second world war came and with it "the graduate nurse 

found greater opportunities for personal satisfaction and 

professional services than ever before"1 -*. 

The following extract taken from the 1943-1944 Calendar 

bears witness to the fact that monies were available to 

graduate nurses wishing to pursue nursing education at the 

university level: 

In recognition of the seriousness of the 
present situation as well as the implications for 
the future, the Canadian Nurses Association and 
other responsible groups are offering bursaries 
and loans to enable promising nurses to undertake 
a year of special study in one of the Canadian 
Universities which offer such courses.114 

At a 1943 meeting of the Provisional Council of Uni­

versity Schools and Departments of Nursing uniting the Eastern 

111 "The McGill School for Graduate Nurses", in The 
Canadian Nurse, Vol. 29, No. 7, July 1933, p. 355. 

112 "The Door is Kept Open", in The Canadian Nurse, 
Vol. 31, No. 1, January 1937, p. 21. 

113 McGill University, Calendar 1943-1944, p. 3-

114 Ibid. 
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and Western Regions ^ it was decided to continue to study 

all basic courses in nursing; moreover the University of 

Toronto, McGill University, the University of British 

Columbia and of Saskatchewan and Queen's University, were 

asked to submit standards on purposes of university schools 

of nursing, faculty, students and libraries, clinical 

facilities and curriculum XD. 

The next year, the following comments clearly 

indicated that Canadian nursing programs differed greatly 

both in nature and kind. Geographically, these nursing pro­

grams were immensely separated; educationally, they like­

wise differed substantially. The following excerpt indicated 

that little, if any common elements were found: 

Titles of courses vary from one School to 
another and content varies also greatly under the 
same title. The combination of courses differ 
widely. Do we meet such a variety in other Schools 
or Departments of the University? Would some 
uniformity be desirable?117 

Flowing from the reports of separate committees and 

individual studies regarding the purpose of the School of 

115 From 1942 until 1965, Canadian University Schools 
of Nursing were divided in two regions only, the Western and 
Eastern Regions. 

116 Minutes of the Meeting of the Provisional Council 
of University Schools and Departments of Nursing held March 17, 
1943 in Winnipeg, (Helen E. Penhale, secretary-treasurer). 

117 Sister Denise Lefebvre, "Report of the Committee 
to Study All Courses in Teaching, Supervision and Administra­
tion", C1949J, p. 4, unpublished material. 
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Nursing, the Faculty, Students, Clinical Facilities, and 

Curriculum11^ there emerged, in 1957, the first of the CAUSN 

documents, labelled Desirable General Standards for Canadian 

University Schools of Nursing^ ". The benefit of this docu­

ment, amended in 1962, was that it grouped university nurse 

educators who were formerly isolated. It also pooled 

information setting standards for all schools of nursing in 

Canada. Furthermore, this document contained criteria such 

as the following, which might well now be taken for granted, 

but given the distant ideals of the day, were new then for 

many university schools of nursing: 

[. . .3 In a university school of nursing it 
is important that there be standards of clinical 
experience and instruction such that they may be 
recognized for credit by the university, at 
suitable university levels E« • •3 

The university which awards the degree and is 
therefore responsible for the quality of the student 
programme should obviously retain sufficient control 
over the clinical experience of its students to 
assure a good selection of learning and teaching.120 

In the Quebec Region, as in all other regions, one 

year certificate courses were not only offered but seemed 

118 Minutes of March 17, 1943 Meeting in Winnipeg of 
the Provisional Council of Universities Schools and Depart­
ments of Nursing, Helen Penhale, secretary-treasurer, p. 2. 

119 Canadian Conference of University Schools of 
Nursing, Desirable General Standards for Canadian University 
Schools of Nursing, Committee on Studies, (no publishing 
place), April 1957. 

120 Ibid., p. 10. 
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the most prevalent university programs. In 1952, certificate 

courses included such titles as Teaching in Schools of Nursing, 

Public Health Nursing, Supervision in Psychiatric Nursing, 

Supervision in Obstetric Nursing, Supervision in Pediatric 

Nursing, Administration in Schools of Nursing, Administration 

121 and Supervision in Public Health Nursing 

In addition to certificates, and as of 1945 , a two-

year course leading to the degree Bachelor of Nursing, with 

specialization in Teaching and Supervision in Schools of 

Nursing, Public Health Nursing, Administration in Schools of 

Nursing, Administration and Supervision in Public Health 

Nursing, was offered at McGill University. 

Table V illustrates the post-basic degree programs in 

the Quebec Region during the years from 1919 to 1972. It 

reveals that nursing education existed in four educational 

institutions in two cities, Quebec and Montreal. L'Univer­

site Laval however, was only able to carry its nursing edu­

cation activities for sporadic periods. The Quebec Region 

was the only region which did not at any time possess a basic 

non-integrated program. The two post-basic programs, one 

conducted in English, the other of French expression were both 

situated in the city of Montreal. Thus higher education 

121 McGill University, Calendar 1952-1953, p. 3214. 

122 McGill University, Calendar 1945-1946, p. 12. 
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leading to a degree in nursing was almost exclusively offered 

in Montreal until the late 1960's. 

Chittick, then director of the School for Graduate 

Nurses at McGill University, was keenly aware, as were many 

other Canadian nurse educator pioneers, that the mere gaining 

of acceptance within a university setting was not the only 

issue at stake. In this vein, she thus summarized some of 

the underlying problems: 

The situation is quite different when the 
graduate nurse enters the university to earn a 
baccalaureate degree. She creates a complex problem. 
Since she is a candidate for the same degree granted 
those students completing the basic program in the 
school, she should complete the same requirements. 
This brings up the question of how much university 
credit should be given for the three-year hospital 
program she has completed. This is a baffling pro­
blem and nobody knows the answer E« • .J The uni­
versities are not sure themselves. They feel that 
some credit is due the student and are inclined to 
lump the three professional years together, and give 
one college year of credit, regardless of the 
particular school of nursing from which the student 
has graduated.3-23 

L'Institut Marguerite d'Youville was for over thirty 

years the sole degree-granting institution offering higher 

education for nurses in the French-speaking world124. The 

following statement describes the worldwide activities of 

123 Rae Chittick, "University Courses for Graduate 
Nurses", in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 51, No. 3, March 1955, 
p. 203. 

124 Memorandum from Sister Denise Lefebvre, director, 
I'Institut Marguerite d'Youville from 1943-1967. 
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t h i s degree granting college af f i l ia ted with 1'Universite de 

Montreal: 

L'Universite de Montreal organisait en 1923, 
avec le concours des Soeurs de la Charite (Soeurs 
Grises) de Montreal, des cours de sciences hospita­
lieres, afin de repondre aux exigences d'alors, 
concernant la formation des infirmieres destinees 
au service des hopitaux. A cause de la necessite 
toujours croissante de perfectionnement pour les 
infirmieres, I'Institut Marguerite d'Youville fut 
fonde le 9 avril 1934 et annexe a 1'Universite de 
Montreal en septembre de la meme annee. Depuis 1935, 
I'Institut jouit des privileges des Ecoles affiliees 
a. 1'University [. . .3 Depuis sa fondation, I'Ins­
titut Marguerite d'Youville, a decerne 350 baccalau-
reats es sciences infirmieres, 518 certificats en 
nursing ainsi que 83 attestations d' etudes a. des etu-
diants de pays etrangers E. . .3 L'Organisation Mon-
diale de la Sante, l'Aide Americaine pour le Develop-
pement International et le Plan Colombo au Canada^ 
envoient a. I'Institut depuis plusieurs annees deja, 
des boursiers de langue franchise venant de differents 
pays.125 

L'Ecole d'infirmieres hygienistes, founded in 1925, 

although not included in Table V, since it did not grant 

degrees, was, until 1964, the only French-language institution 

granting certificates in public health nursing. The following 

describes its merger with 1'Universite de Montreal: 

125 L'Institut Marguerite d'Youville, Annuaire 1963-
1964, Montreal, Ecole Superieure d'Infirmieres, 1963, p. 10-11. 
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En juin 1964, la Faculte de Nursing devenait 
responsable de I'Ecole d'infirmieres hygienistes. 
Fondee en 1925 pour repondre a la necessite d'une 
formation speciale pour les infirmieres dans le 
domaine de la sante publique, cette ecole fut suc-
cessivement sous l'egide de la Faculte de medecine 
et de I'Ecole d'hygiene avant de passer a la Faculte 
de nursing. Le programme de cette section est main-
tenant integre a celui du baccalaureat en sciences 
infirmieres.126 

Three years after this first merger, 1'Universite de 

Montreal amalgamated within its structure I'Institut Margue­

rite d'Youville. Respective faculties, students and 

libraries were merged. The following statement describes 

this fusion. "L'integration de I'Institut Marguerite 

d'Youville place sous un meme toit et une meme direction les 

programmes de la maitrise et du baccalaureat"1^'. 

At 1'Universite Laval, the first baccalaureate program 

for registered nurses began in 1933* Unfortunately, as pre­

viously described, the program was discontinued, because of 

divergent opinions with regard to the purpose and nature of 

the program. 

Des opinions divergentes sur la formation gene-
rale ou specialised que devaient recevoir les infir­
mieres furent que le cours cesga avec le premier 
groupe de diplomees en 1936.123 

126 Universite de Montreal, Annuaire 1968-1969, 
Montreal, Faculte de Nursing, p. 3« 

127 Ibid., p. 4. 

128 Memorandum obtained from Olive Goulet, Ecole des 
Sciences Infirmieres Universite Laval, September 18, 1974. 
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In 1943, "I'Ecole superieure des sciences hospitalieres" was 

created, but by 1952, educational activities were again 

suspended. In a personal letter, a director wrote : "Tout 

a bien fonctionne tant que la premiere annee est demeuree 

une annee de formation generale"1 ". In 1967, a new school, 

known as I'Ecole des Sciences Infirmieres was opened but no 

distinct post-basic program was offered for registered nurses. 

Depuis septembre 1967, l'universite Laval offre 
un baccalaureat integre en sciences infirmieres en 
trois ans. La duree du cours est d'un minimum de 
deux ans pour les infirmieres diplomees . . . 
Encore tres^recent, ce programme universitaire laisse 
les infirmieres et le public assez perplexes.130 

At one point in history, a courageous plea for a 

radical change in the nursing education within Canadian univer­

sities, was heard from a Quebec director; Chittick posited: 

Diploma programs hold real danger for the nursing 
profession and have been given up long ago by most 
American universities. It is very unsound to give 
advanced professional work on a meagre and narrow 
foundation of general education and these programs 
are contributing to the restricted outlook we decry 
in the professional nurse. The problem is not so 
impossible as it seems if university schools of 
nursing could do two things: first, toss out diploma 
or certificate courses; second, eliminate all speciali­
zation not at the master's level.1-*1 

129 Letter from Joseph M. Blanchet, former director, 
September 9, 1971. 

130 Nicole Beaudry Johnson, "L'Universite Laval, un 
phare sur le monde infirmier", in L'Infirmiere Canadienne, 
mai 1969, H e annee, numero 5, p. 37. 

131 Chittick, op. cit., p. 204. 
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Nonetheless, it took close to a decade for her voice to be 

heard; significant change was slowly effected. 

Table VI illustrates the fact that although the three 

post-basic programs began earlier in the Quebec Region than 

in other regions, only one was in existence at the end of 

1972. Registered nurses in the Quebec Region could only be 

admitted to McGill's post-basic baccalaureate program. This 

program, being of two years duration in 1972, continued to 

offer a B.N. as had been the case for three decades. 

This region was singular also in that its programs 

were bilingual; graduates were to be found across Canada and 

in many English and French-speaking developing countries of 

the world even though only two universities maintained pro­

grams for over four decades. 

Mergers among institutions and nursing programs 

especially within 1'Universite de Montreal were also a 

unique feature in Canada. 

As of 1972, Quebec was the only region which offered 

only a single post-basic baccalaureate program; unlike most 

other programs of its nature, it was of two years duration. 

5. Atlantic Region 

Prince Edward Island is the only province in the 

Atlantic Region and in Canada without a University School 

of Nursing. 
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Table VI.-

Post-Basic Baccalaureate Nursing Programs in the Quebec 
Region, 1919-1972 According to type of degree offered and 

length of Program.a 

University 

Laval 

McGill 

Institut 
Marguerite 
d'Youville 

Universite 
de Montreal 
(Merger of 
Program) 

Initial 
Year 

1933 

1945 

1934 
1941 

1941 

1951 

1967 

Initial 
Degree 

B.Sc.Hosp, 

B.N. 

B.Sc.Inf. 
B. es sc. 
soins des 
malades 

B. es sc. 
ed. inf. 

B.Sc.Inf. 

B.Sc.Inf. 

Length of 
Program 
Initially 

. 3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

Degree 
in 

1972 

B.N. 

Length of 
Program in 
Dec. 1972 

Ceased tempo­
rarily in 1936 
Resumed some 
activities 
from 1943-1952 

2 years 

Merged with 
1'Universite 
de Montreal 
in 1967 

Terminated 
June 1972 

Source: Data compiled from University Schools of Nursing 
Calendars, 1919-1972. 
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New Brunswick offers two professional nursing programs, 

one at the University of New Brunswick since 1959, the other, 

at 1'Universite de Moncton, since 1965. These Universities 

132 133 initially conducted basic degree programs J ' . Similar to 

the Quebec Region, New Brunswick presents a bilingual 

characteristic in its university nursing programs. 

In Nova Scotia, three university nursing programs 

exist; these are, St. Francis Xavier University located in 

Antigonish, Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax and 

Dalhousie University in the same city. 

To Dalhousie University, Halifax belongs the 
distinction of inaugurating the first course in 
Public Health Nursing in Canada in February 1920 
E. . .3 It was the first among other Certificate 
courses in Canadian Universities to credit the 
Canadian Red Cross Society with influencing the 
formation of their Public Health course and of 
financing them wholly or in part during the 
demonstration period.1^4 

Memorial University of Newfoundland, was the last of 

the six universities in the Atlantic Region to bring nursing with­

in its academic walls. Nursing education in Newfoundland entered 

132 Margaret McPhedran, "The Development of a Programme 
in Nursing in the University of New Brunswick", in International 
Journal of Nursing Studies, Vol. 7, 1970 [reprint] Pergamon 
Press, p. 192. 

133 Universite de Moncton, Annuaire 1967-1968, Moncton, 
Ecole des Sciences Hospitalieres, p. 156. 

134 Canadian Red Cross Society, The Role of One 
Voluntary Organization in Canada's Health Services, Submission 
of a brief by Canadian Red Cross Society's Brief to the Royal 
Commission on Health Services, 1962, p. 98-99. 
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the university with a basic degree program and it never ex­

perienced a distinct post-basic nor a non-integrated basic 

135 program prior to the basic degree program ^ . 

Table VII shows basic non-integrated and post-basic 

degree programs in the Atlantic Region covering the lapse of 

time extending from 1919 until 1972. 

Table VII further reveals that three Universities 

carried basic non-integrated degree programs namely, St. 

Francis Xavier University which inaugurated the first basic 
136 

non-integrated program in the Atlantic Region in 1926 , 

Dalhousie and Mount Saint Vincent which inaugurated their 

13V 
programs in 1949 and terminated them in 1966 

At this pioneering Atlantic Region university, 

St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, the aim of the 

course remained consistent from 1926 to 1940: 

To afford a broader education than is given by 
the school of Nursing alone and to equip nurses who 
desire to fit themselves for teaching and super­
vision in schools of nursing and for public health 
nursing.1^ 

135 Joyce Nevitt, Letter to the writer, October 20,1975 

136 St. Francis Xavier University, Calendar 1926-1927, 
Antigonish, School of Nursing, 1926, p. 27. 

137 Letter from Electa MacLellan, Director Dalhousie 
University School of Nursing 1949-1972. 

138 St. Francis Xavier University, Calendar 1926-1927, 
p. 27. 
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Table V I I . -

B a s i c N o n - i n t e g r a t e d and P o s t - b a s i c Degree Programs in t h e 
A t l a n t i c Region 1919 t o 1 9 7 2 . a 

U n i v e r s i t y 

Moncton 1968. 

New Brunswick 1966. 

Da lhous i e 1949. 

1949 A 
1966 

Mount Saint 1949 A 
Vincent 1966 

St. Francis 1967. j 
Xavier 1969 

1926 A 
1966 

1912 1922 1932 1942 1952 1962 1972 

a Source: Information compiled from data obtained in Annual 
Nursing Calendars 1919-1972. 

Legend: . . . Basic non-integrated degree program 
Post-basic degree program 

-) Terminated 
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In this program, continuity is again evident from 1941 

to 1963 inclusively; the following objective was continuously 

pursued and made known in annual calendars: 

The nursing course has been planned to provide 
a fundamental and cultural background for those who 
intend to teach in a school of Nursing or to act as 
supervisors E. . .3 Applicants to this course must 
E. . .3 register with the Director of Nursing Edu­
cation at St. Martha's Hospital when they register 
at the University-1-^" 

It can be observed that after 1934, the basic non-integrated 

program was gradually becoming more entrenched under the 

jurisdiction of the University. The following describes the 

evolution. 

This program has been designed to integrate 
academic study and Clinical Nursing and covers a 
four year period beyond Junior Matriculation. The 
first year is devoted entirely to academic work at 
the University. The next two years are followed 
in residence at St. Martha's Hospital. During that 
time one academic course is taken at the University 
during the academic year and one at summer school. 
The last term (January to May) of the fourth year 
is also devoted to University study.14° 

139 St. Francis Xavier University, Calendar 1941-1942, 
p. 43. 

140 St. Francis Xavier University, Calendar 1964-1965, 
p. 62. 
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In 1926, a typical basic non-integrated curriculum 

resembled the following: 

FIRST YEAR (Academic). SECOND YEAR (Academic) 

1. English 1 1. English 2 
2. Mathematics 1 or Latin 1, 2. Biology 

or History 1 or French 1 
3. Physics 1 3. Psychology 
4. Biology 1 4« Economics 1 or Sociology 
5. Chemistry 1 5. Bacteriology 1 
6. Nursing 1 6. Nursing 2 

The third and fourth years were devoted to pro­
fessional training in a hospital. In the fifth year 
the work of the nurses E. . .3 devoted in particular 
to that line of nursing for which they are best 
fitted.141 

From 1929 to 1941, the fourth and fifth years were devoted 

entirely to academic work in the College. From 1941 to 1961 

the first year is devoted to college subjects 
that are considered fundamental to the program of 
nursing studies at a School of Nursing. This year 
is followed by three years in residence at 
St. Martha's Hospital, which is affiliated to the 
University. The completion of its program of 
studies, with a high average throughout the course, 
admits to the final year of the University.142 

From 1963 to 1966 the course remained a "sandwich type" 

program, but by 1966 the basic non-integrated degree program 

had totally evolved into a basic degree program 43# 

The above description gives an example of the evolution 

of basic non-integrated degree programs in their developmental 

141 St. Francis Xavier, Calendar 1926-1927, p. 28. 

142 St. Francis Xavier, Calendar 1941-1942, p. 43. 

143 St. Francis Xavier, Calendar 1965-1966, p. 60. 
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processes toward basic degree programs. 

Mount St. Vincent University also offered some areas 

of uniqueness. An attempt was made there to render higher 

education more readily accessible to women. This university, 

further worked in close liaison with Dalhousie University. 

The following statement testifies to these concerns; it 

further describes the evolution of this institution: 

Mount St. Vincent College was founded in 1873 
in response to an educational need perceived by 
members of the Order of Sisters of Charity. At a 
time when university education for women evoked 
little interest E» • »3 Eit was seen3 that a special 
effort must be made to provide for, and encourage 
higher education for women. [. . .3 In 1914, a 
contract was signed with Dalhousie providing for an 
affiliation of twenty years. The degree was to be 
given by Dalhousie. 

E. . .3 in 1966, the college charter was revised, 
and by legislation given Royal Assent April 6, 1966, 
the name of the institution was changed to Mount St. 
Vincent University. In the fall of 1966, the univer­
sity introduced a special degree for Registered 
Nurses to enable those who met certain other condi­
tions to receive a degree in Nursing after two years 
of study E. . .3 By agreement signed in September, 
1969, the University entered a close, cooperative 
association with Dalhousie University.!44 

The second basic non-integrated program in Nova Scotia 

was organized at Dalhousie University in 1949. The following 

describes the evolution and improvement of its "sandwich" 

type program as well as the diploma program intended for 

nurses in remote Northern Canadian region: 

144 Mount Saint Vincent University, Calendar 1973-1974, 
Halifax, The University, p. 7-8. 
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A five year basic programme in nursing leading 
to the degree of Bachelor of Nursing Science and 
also a one-year programme for registered nurses 
leading to the Diploma in Public Health Nursing or 
in Teaching and Supervision in Schools of Nursing 
were offered. The course includes all the imperative 
subjects and five additional classes of the ordinary 
course leading to the degree of Bachelor of Science. 
Between the first and second, and the second and 
third years, summer courses in Nursing will be given. 
On completion of three years, the student may finish 
the work of the ordinary Science degree in one year, 
or enter a hospital approved by the Senate for two 
years of Nursing instruction to complete requirements 
for the degree in Nursing.3-45 

In 1958 the basic programme was re-organized and 
extended and the degree renamed Bachelor of Nursing 
E. . .3 In 1959, graduate nurses who Cwished3 to 
obtain the degree of Bachelor of Nursing were required 
to complete the three years of university work. The 
changes, in 1958, included the addition of professional 
material which provided the student not only with a 
liberal arts education but also a first level pro­
fessional qualification in public.health nursing, in 
teaching, or in head-nurseship.14° 

A two year diploma programme in Outpost Nursing, 
designed to prepare registered nurses for positions 
in remote areas of northern Canada has been developed 
Eat Dalhousie University3 and students were admitted 
for the first time in September 1967.147 

Similar to the Western Region, post-basic programs in 

the Atlantic Region began late, that is close to the fifth and 

late sixth decades of the century. Four of these programs 

were still in existence in 1972, namely, University of New 

145 Dalhousie University, Calendar 1949-1959, Halifax, 
School of Nursing, p. 48. 

146 Dalhousie University, Calendar 1966-1967, p. 310. 

147 Dalhousie University, Calendar 1974-1975, p. 9. 
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Brunswick which began in 1966143J Dalhousie University which 

began in 19661/f9, Mount St. Vincent also in 1966150, and St. 

Francis Xavier University, which began in 1968 -* . 

At two other Universities, St. Francis Xavier and 

Memorial University, another curriculum pattern existed in 

1972. It began in 1967-1968, when the University accepted 

"students already possessing the R.N. into a modified basic 

degree program"1-'2. By 1970, the special post-basic program 

was altered and the following program offered to the 

registered nurse. 

The registered nurse is given the opportunity to 
demonstrate her knowledge and skill in selected 
courses by means of an examination program including 
standardized and teacher-made tests, and an evaluation 
of clinical performance E. • J The amount of credit 
given on the basis of such examinations will not 
exceed thirty credits. Assuming that the registered 
nurse obtains the maximum number of credits through 
the examination program, she may complete the re­
mainder of the requirements in three years.3-53 

143 Margaret G. McPhedran, op. cit., p. 197. 

149 Dalhousie University, Calendar 1974-1975, p. 131. 

150 Mount St. Vincent University, Calendar 1973-1974, 
Halifax, School of Nursing, 1973, p. 3. 

151 St. Francis Xavier, Calendar 1968-1969, p. 73. 

152 Ibid. 

153 St. Francis Xavier, Calendar 1970-1971, p. 38. 
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Memorial University of Newfoundland offered a similar pattern 

to registered nurses since 1969 • 

Table VIII shows that post-basic baccalaureate programs 

started late in the Atlantic Region; four of the five post-

basic programs were still open in 1972. The degrees offered 

had not been modified since the inception of these post-basic 

programs and only one university had lengthened its post-

basic program from two to three years. The majority of post-

basic programs, namely in four out of five Universities were 

three years in length in 1972. 

This Region possessed the first certificate program 

in Canada which was established in 1920 at Dalhousie Univer­

sity. Similar to some other regions, it conducted both basic 

non-integrated and post-basic baccalaureate programs. 

Dalhousie was outstanding in the fact that it carried a basic 

non-integrated program for over forty-one years without 

interruption. It was also noted that at St. Francis Xavier 

which had conducted both types of non-integrated programs, 

these two programs had ceased to exist before 1972. This 

seemed a unique feature in the region and among regions. 

154 "First Nurses Graduate from Memorial University", 
[Newsj, in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 65, No. 7, July 1969, p. 3. 
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Table VIII.-

Post-Basic Baccalaureate Nursing Programs in the Atlantic 
Region, 1919-1972 According to type of degree offered and 

length of Program.a 

University Initial Initial Length of Degree Length of 
Year Degree Program in 1972 Program 

Initially in 1972 

Moncton 

New 
Brunswick 

Dalhousie 

Mount Saint 
Vincent 

St. Francis 
Xavier 

1968 B.Sc.Inf. 3 years B.Sc.Inf. 3 years 

1966 B.N. 3 years B.N. 3 years 

1949 R.N. 3 years B.N. 

1966 B.S.N. 2 years B.S.N. 

1967 B.S.N. 2 years Terminated 
in 1969 

3 years 

2 years 

Source: Data compiled from University Schools of Nursing 
Calendars, 1919-1972. 
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6. National Summary of Non-Integrated Programs. 

The University of British Columbia was the first to 

open its doors in 1919 to a basic non-integrated baccalaureate 

program. By 1970, twenty-two universities, in nine of the 

ten Canadian provinces, counted nursing as one of their 

departments, schools or faculties. 

There had been considerable struggle throughout 

these decades between nurses and university administrators in 

relation to the addition of nursing as another professional 

school seeking admission to the university. Nurses them­

selves were often leary of this linkage. In this view, Brown 

posited: 

While our efforts in Canada have been directed to 
giving the student nurse a more scientific training 
than used to be thought possible, the superintendents 
of our training schools have been vigilant in safe­
guarding the art of nursing. We don't want our 
Canadian nurses to lose that essential quality of 
devotion to the interests of the patient [....] In 
colleges and universities, the education of the student 
is the only consideration; in hospital training schools, 
the education of the nurse is secondary to the welfare 
of the patients. This is the baffling problem that we 
have to face [....] There is a whisper of criticism, 
heard only occasionally in high places, that the 
product of the more scientific training is not as 
competent as her predecessors [. . . .J155 

155 Jean Brown, "Review of the Status of the Nursing 
Profession in Canada, With Possible Future Developments", in 
The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 20, No. 1, January 1924, p. 783. 
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Others felt that 

L. . J to achieve collaborative status with 
other members of the health disciplines to effect 
quality patient care, nurses [needed to come to 
Universities] to broaden their knowledge of the 
arts and sciences.15° 

In an article, written as early as 1939, Kathleen 

Russell signaled that the pioneer university nurse educators 

were close in their endeavors even if their individual tasks 

and great distances separated them. She stated: 

L. . .] All nursing schools, or teaching de­
partments in Canadian universities form one family, 
and not a large family considering the area to be 
served. Antigonish, Montreal, Ottawa, London, 
Toronto, Saskatoon, Edmonton, Vancouver, these are 
the seats of the sister schools: the health of each 
one is a matter of concern to all; the strength or 
good fortune of one can be a strength to all; a gift 
to one should stimulate gifts elsewhere; while at 
the same time the weakness of one will tend to 
reflect adversely upon all. These various univer­
sity nursing schools are proceeding along a number 
of different lines, and working upon several quite 
distinct projects in nursing education. This is a 
healthy sign and, at least up to a certain point, 
a desirable state of affairs.157 

Table IX gives a view of basic non-integrated programs 

within the four Canadian regions from 1919-1972. It reveals 

that these ten University nursing programs were begun in three 

of the four regions in the first five decades of the century. 

The table further indicates that all ten basic non-integrated 

156 Good, op. cit., p. 148. 

157 Kathleen Russell, "Endowments in i860 and in 1939", 
in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 25, No. 2, February 1939, p. 82. 
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Table IX.-

Basic Non-Integrated Degree Programs in Nursing in the Four 
Canadian Regions 1919 to 1972.a 

University Ini- Initial Length Modifica- Year Degree at 
tial Degree of Pro- tion in Termi- Termina-
Year gram Length of nated tion date 

Program 

Western Region 

British 
Columbia 

Alberta 

Saskat­
chewan 

Ontario 

Queen's 

Ottawa 

Western 
Ontario 

1919 

1923 

1933 

Region 

1947 

1933 

1924 

B.A.Sc. 
(N) 

B.Sc.N. 

B.S.N. 

B.N.Sc. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

1959 B.S.N. 

'52-4 yrs. 1966 B.Sc.N. 
'54-5 yrs. 

'54-4-5 yrs. 1967 B.S.N. 

1966 

1961 

1967 

1967 

B.N.Sc. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. 

B.Sc.N. Windsor 1956 B.Sc.N. 4-5 yrs 

Quebec Region No basic non-integrated programs 

Atlantic Region 

Dalhousie 1949 B.N.S. 5 yrs '53-B.N. 1966 B.N. 

Mount St. 1949 B.N.S. 5 yrs 1966 B.N.S. 
Vincent 

St. Francis 1926 B.S.N. 5 yrs 1967 B.S.N. 
Xavier 

a Source: Data compiled from University Schools of Nursing 
Calendars, 1919-1972. 
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baccalaureate programs had ceased to admit students by 1967. 

The majority of these programs were five years in length. 

Quebec was the only region in which these basic non-integrated 

programs were never offered. 

The same types of degrees were granted initially and 

at termination date except at the University of British 

Columbia and Dalhousie University. Four programs lasted 

more than forty years; two, more than twenty years; four, 

less than twenty years. Most basic non-integrated programs 

began earlier than post-basic programs and seemed to have 

ended earlier in the century. The two post-basic programs 

which lasted longer were situated in the Quebec Region. 

L' Institut Marguerite d'Youville ceased to offer this program 

after thirty-eight years; McGill University continued to 

offer the post-basic program in 1972 after twenty-four years 

of existence. 

Table X indicates the year in which Canadian univer­

sities began various types of nursing programs leading to a 

degree. It can be seen from Table X that in the Western Region, 

three universities, namely, University of British Columbia, 

University of Alberta, University of Saskatchewan admitted 

nursing education with a basic non-integrated degree program. 

The University of Manitoba, on the other hand, first granted 

a post-basic degree nursing program while The University of 

Calgary immediately gained control over the entire nursing 



Table X.-

Year in Which Canadian Universities First Began Nursing Programs Leading to a 
Degree according to the Three Types of Degree Programs, 1919-1972.a 

TYPES OF 
PROGRAMS 

Basic Non-
Integrated 
Degree 

Post-Basic 
Bacca­
laureate 

Basic 
Degree 

1912-1922 

British 
Columbia 
(1919) 

1923-1932 

Alberta 
(1923) 
Western 
Ont.(1923) 
St.Francis 
Xavier(1926) 

PERIODS 

1933-1942 

Ottawa 
(1933) 
Saskat­
chewan 
(1933) 

Laval(1933) 
Institut 
Marg.d'You. 
Mtl. (1934) 

Toronto 
(1942) 

1943-1952 

McMaster 
(1946) 
Dalhousie 
(1949)5 
Mount St. 
Vincent 
(1949) 
Queen's 
(1943) 
McGill 

1953-1962 

Windsor 
(1956)c 
Manitoba 
(1962) 

New 
Brunswick 
(1959) 

1963-1972 

Moncton (1965) 
Mt.St.Vincent 
(1965) , 
Lakehead(1966)d 

Memorial(1966) 
Laurentian 
(1967) 
Calgary (1970) 

m 
CO 
>~3 
O 
Pd 
H 
O 

Ir1 

fcd 

O 

Q 
fd 
O 

c 
d 

Source: Information compiled from data assembled in historical development and 
university catalogues 1919-1972. 

Same year began a post-basic program. 
Same year began a basic non-integrated program. 
Same year began a post-basic program. o 
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program by inaugurating a basic degree program. 

In the Ontario Region, nursing education first gained 

entrance to three Universities through basic non-integrated 

degree programs. Chronologically these are: University of 

Western Ontario, University of Ottawa, McMaster University-

Post-basic degree programs were the initial programs in two 

other Universities, Queen's and Windsor. Three other Univer­

sities, in the Ontario Region, simultaneously granted a degree 

and gained jurisdiction over the entire program. These were 

the University of Toronto, which was the pioneering Univer­

sity for basic degree programs, Lakehead and Laurentian Uni­

versities. 

Unlike other regions, all three Universities in the 

Quebec Region first gave degrees in nursing through the 

initial route of post-basic programs. These in chronological 

order are: l'Universite Laval, I'Institut Marguerite d'You­

ville (Universite de Montreal), and McGill University. 

It can be noted from Table X that one basic non-

integrated program was begun in the first decade, that is 

1912-1922; the Western Region was the pioneering region. In 

the second decade, three regions were involved with basic 

non-integrated programs. These are the Western Region, the 

Ontario Region, and the Atlantic Region. Only in the third 

decade, between 1932-1942 do we see the appearance of post-

basic, basic non-integrated and basic degree programs. The 
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Quebec Region was the first to open post-basic programs for 

registered nurses in two of the three Quebec universities. 

In the fourth decade of the twentieth century, new non-

integrated programs opened in the Ontario, Atlantic and 

Quebec Regions. No new basic non-integrated baccalaureate 

programs opened in the fifth and sixth decades. On the other 

hand, two new post-basic programs, namely, at the University 

of Windsor and the University of Manitoba were inaugurated 

in 1956 and 1962 respectively. In the last period, only 

basic degree programs were established. By 1970, twenty-two 

basic-integrated degree programs were admitting students in 

nine of the ten Canadian provinces. 

Table X reveals that the fourth and sixth decades were 

the most prolific in the inauguration of new programs within 

new Canadian universities. 

It was noted that the ten basic non-integrated pro­

grams which formerly existed in ten Canadian Universities, 

were phased out by 1972. 

Fifteen of the twenty-two Universities, however, still 

offered a post-basic program; seven Canadian Universities did 

not have a distinct post-basic program at the end of 1972, 

these being St. Francis Xavier and Memorial Universities in the 

Atlantic Region; Laurentian, McMaster Universities in the Onta­

rio Region; University of Calgary in the Western Region, Uni­

versite Laval and Universite de Montreal in the Quebec Region. 
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Registered nurses are admitted to basic degree programs in 

some of these universities. No longer is a distinct bacca­

laureate program offered to them. Credits are given on the 

basis of evaluation of knowledge and competency. 

It was seen that many universities in Canada admitted 

nursing education through the route of certificate and/or 

diplomas. Certificate courses, begun as early as 1920, in the 

Atlantic Region, were still in existence in 1972. However, 

their numbers have decreased considerably during the 1960's. 

A detailed study was not made of these programs in this 

historical background, as these university programs did not 

lead to a degree. Emphasis was laid mostly on non-integrated 

degree programs which comprise the basic non-integrated pro­

gram and the post-basic baccalaureate degree program. 

Table XI illustrates graduations from Canadian univer­

sity programs in nursing, from 1963 to 1972 inclusively. 

These years were chosen as they reveal a definite trend within 

non-integrated programs. Graduations from certificate programs 

exceeded graduations from post-basic degree programs in each 

year between 1963 and 1967. However, a reversal then occurred, 

with post-basic degree programs accounting for 60% of 

graduations in 1968, 70% in 1969, 69% in 1970, 71% in 1971, 

77% in 197215^. From Table XI, it is noted that the numbers 

158 Canadian Nurses Association, Countdown 1973, 
Ottawa, C.N.A., 1974, p. 79. 
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Table XI.-

Graduations from Three Types of Non-Integrated Canadian 
University Programs in Nursing, 1963-1972.a 

Year 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Ce r t i f i c a t e s 

233 

309 

339 

356 

460 

644 

675 

840 

708 

807 

Post-Basic 

733 

726 

842 

813 

667 

533 

442 

343 

255 

216 

Basic Non-
In tegra ted 

5 

72 

95 

148 

143 

112 

95 

105 

73 

84 

a Source: Adapted from Countdown 1973, op. cit. 
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of graduations decreased considerably in basic non-integrated 

programs. In 1972 only five students terminated a bacca­

laureate degree in nursing from a basic non-integrated 

program. 

When certificates and post-basic graduations are 

compared, a complete reversal is observed in the intervening 

years between 1963 and 1972. In 1963, 807 students terminated 

a certificate course, while 216 nurses graduated from a post-

basic baccalaureate program. Numbers of graduates continued 

to increase in post-basic programs. In 1972, 733 Canadian 

nurses graduated from this type of baccalaureate program. 

Among the fifteen universities which still offered 

a post-basic program in 1972, twelve were of three years 

duration; three still offered a two-year program. 

As early as 1934, Wallace, president of the University 

of Alberta highlighted some of the issues concerning nursing 

education. He commented as follows: 

[. . .] Nursing education is unique in holding 
on to an antiquated system. Not only so but it has 
emphasized, to a greater degree than any of the other 
professions have done, the dangers of the system [. . .J 
It has been the history of all professional education 
that it began in independent institutions, separate 
from the universities, and gradually found harbourage 
within the walls of the ever-expanding university.1^9 

159 Robert C. Wallace, "A Challenge to the Profession", 
in The Canadian Nurse, Vol. 30, No. 8, August 1934, p. 357. 
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In this first chapter, the historical background of 

non-integrated programs was presented and discussed. The 

twenty-two basic degree programs which emerged at various 

intervals in the four CAUSN Regions during the 1942-1972 

period, will now be reviewed, analyzed, presented and dis­

cussed in the subsequent chapters. 



CHAPTER II 

BASIC DEGREE NURSING PROGRAMS: ONTARIO REGION 

The preceding chapter revealed that many of the basic 

degree nursing programs were established in Canadian univer­

sities through indirect routes. An attempt was made to 

demonstrate that these basic degree programs were the fruit 

of many detours and lengthy struggles which university nurse 

educators undertook to place the complete control of basic 

university nursing education under the aegis of universities. 

The Ontario Region made the first breakthrough in the sense 

that both the academic and clinical components of the basic 

nursing curriculum came under the jurisdiction of the Univer­

sity of Toronto School of Nursing in 1942 . 

The Ontario Region comprises eight University Schools 

of Nursing. In alphabetical order, these are: Lakehead Uni­

versity, Thunder Bay; Laurentian University, Sudbury; McMaster 

University, Hamilton; Queen's University, Kingston; University 

of Ottawa in the federal capital; University of Toronto, 

Toronto; University of Western Ontario, London and University 
2 

of Windsor, Windsor . 

1 University of Toronto, Calendar 1942-1943, Toronto, 
School of Nursing. 

2 Canadian Nurses' Association, Countdown 1971, Ottawa, 
C.N.A., 1971, p. 86. 
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In reviewing the establishment and development of 

these eight basic degree programs in eight Ontario universities, 

the writer included the preparatory phases, events, key people, 

external factors and the internal evolution of nursing programs 

which led to their growth and expansion. Some events which 

occurred in university nursing education from 1919 to 1972 

were previously described in the historical background. Events 

related more specifically to basic degree programs are 

identified in the present chapter. 

1. Origins of the eight basic degree programs. 

Basic degree programs, in many universities of the 

Ontario Region bear some relationships with non-integrated 

programs described and discussed in the historical background. 

Table XII identifies the eight basic degree programs in the 

eight University Schools of Nursing in the Ontario Region. 

The table also shows the year in which these programs were 

inaugurated; it likewise indicates that these programs were 

still in existence in 1972; it further shows the development 

of basic and non-integrated degree programs. 

From Table XII, certain observations are possible. 

Eight basic degree nursing programs were in operation in 1972. 

Four of them were inaugurated when basic non-integrated 
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Table XII.-

Development of Basic Degree and non-integrated Baccalaureate 
Programs in the Ontario Region.a 

University 

Lakehead 

Laurentian 

McMaster 

Queen's 

Ottawa 

Toronto 

Western 
Ontario 

Windsor 

1966. - -
1966. 

1967. -

1946. 

1955 -T9* 
1943. 

1947 -I 
1969 

J-yjO . . . . . . . . . < n — — — 
1961 

1943• 

1942. 
1952. 

1 9 2 3 19h6-> - -
1967. 

1956. . . . A-
1956. 1 9 6 8 

1912 1922 1932 1942 1952 1962 1972 

a Source: Information compiled from data obtained in Annual 
University and Nursing Calendars, 1919-1972. 

Legend: 

H 

Refers to basic degree programs 
Refers to post-basic degree programs 
Refers to non-integrated basic degree 
programs 
Terminated 
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curricula ceased to be offered. This is evident at Queen's 

University, where the basic degree program began in 1969^ 

when the basic non-integrated baccalaureate program ended 

after twenty-two years of existence. A similar pattern is 

identified at the University of Ottawa, where, in 1961, a 

basic degree program was inaugurated4. That same year the 

basic non-integrated degree nursing program ended after twenty-

three years. A similar trend is found at the University of 

Western Ontario. The year 1966 marks the opening of the basic 

degree program and the closure of the basic non-integrated 

degree program; the latter had been in operation for forty-

three years5. A fourth University, the University of Windsor 

followed the same pattern. The following excerpt describes 

the flow of events: 

This Ebasic degree3 program is designed for high 
school graduates who are beginning preparation for a 
career in nursing, and will in every aspect be under 
the complete jurisdiction of the University. It will 
replace the former Degree Course in Nursing Plan I 
which was of an interrupted or non-integrated type, 
and is now being phased out, the.last class having 
been accepted in September 1964. 

3 Queen's University at Kingston, Calendar 1969-1970, 
Kingston, School of Nursing, 1969, p. 8. 

4 University of Ottawa, Calendar 1961-1962, Ottawa, 
School of Nursing, 196l, p. ix. 

5 University of Western Ontario, Calendar 1967-1968, 
London, School of Nursing, 1967, p. 9. 

6 University of Windsor, Calendar 1968-1969, Windsor, 
School of Nursing, 1968, p. 1. 
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In the remaining four basic degree programs, it is not 

possible to immediately associate the closure of basic non-

integrated programs with the opening of basic degree programs. 

In a detailed fashion, a Calendar described how Kathleen 

Russell forged the way for authentic higher education in 

nursing in the pioneering University: 

After weighing carefully the educational needs 
of both hospital and public health nurses, the 
school decided to establish a basic professional 
course in nursing (calling it a general course), 
which would prepare at one and the same time for 
practice in both hospital nursing and public health 
nursing.7 

It is further gathered that, in the years extending 

from 1933 until 1942, the School of Nursing offered no degree 

but rather settled for a "thirty-nine months course leading 

to a diploma which qualified the recipient for general staff 

practice in both hospital and public health nursing" . 

Calendar 1944-45 likewise delineated problems which 

might be attributed to most other nursing education programs 

associated with Canadian universities in 1942 and probably at 

a much later date: 

At this time the measure of liberal education 
which the University would consider essential to a 
first degree could not be included because custom 
had given the hospital a strangle upon the use of 
the time of the student nurse.9 

7 University of Toronto, Calendar 1944-1945, p. 11. 

8 Ibid. 

9 Ibid. 
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The historical narration found in Calendar 1944-1945 further 

clarifies another issue with university nursing education of 

that era. The challenge seemed to have persisted over the 

years: 

This leisurely and irregular absorption of the 
student's energies which made it impossible to 
maintain academic education at the level of degree 
work, has served also to defeat its own purpose of 
sound professional education. And yet, curiously 
enough, professional habit and fear have provided 
the greatest of all obstacles to reforml Hence the 
first task facing this new school was the fixing of 
control over the hospital training of its students, 
E. . .3 [in order to substitute deeper and more far-
reaching values for temporary values.J After some 
necessary changes had been accepted, there was 
opportunity to include more of liberal education; 
E. . .] thus the way was paved for establishing a 
[basic] degree course in nursing, and this was done 
in 1942.10 

McMaster University School of Nursing originated also 

in a unique way. The pathway towards the development of the 

basic degree program was the result of the cooperative effort 

between the University and the Hamilton General Hospital; 

this is revealed in the following abstract: 

In 1942, McMaster opened her first Course in 
nursing C- . .3 By working at the [Hamilton General 
Hospital} during the University vacation and by 
allowing University credit for certain hospital 
work, it was possible to reduce the total time of 
the Course from six to five years.11 

10 Ibid. 

11 McMaster University, Calendar 1949-1950, Hamilton, 
School of Nursing, p„ 9. 
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A degree in Nursing was not the outcome of this lengthy pro­

gram; rather the student received the degree Bachelor of 

Arts from the University and the Diploma in Nursing from the 

Hamilton General Hospital . The following statement brings 

to the fore the manner in which the basic degree program was 

inaugurated after the first four years of experimentation: 

The line of demarkation between University work 
and that of the hospital was too sharply drawn, and 
the University courses were not definitely planned 
with the nursing profession in view. The Course did 
clearly reveal, however, the urgent need of a Univer­
sity School of Nursing. Consequently, in 1946 such 
a school was organized entirely under the supervision 
of the University and with the Hamilton General 
Hospital co-operating to the fullest extent.3-3 

Thus were the beginnings of the second basic degree program in 

the Ontario Region. 

One of the first community colleges which developed in 

Canada in 1943 was the Lakehead Technical Institute. It later 

became the Lakehead College of Arts, ̂ Science and Technology in 

1957. The College, in turn, became Lakehead University in 

1965 ; the evolution of the technological to a professional 

program is described hereafter: 

12 Ibid. 

13 McMaster University, Calendar 1959-1960, p. 10. 

14 Lakehead University, Calendar 1972-1973, Thunder 
Bay, the Faculties of Arts, Science, Education and University 
Schools, 1972, p. 156. 
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In September of 1966 a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing course was introduced as a program of the 
University Schools. A number of students who had 
been enrolled in part-time courses in the 
ttechnologyl program completed the requirements in 
September 1967, and were granted this degree.3-5 

The basic degree program at Lakehead University therefore 

evolved in a unique manner within the confines "of one of the 

first universities in Canada to permit promising students to 

transfer from diploma to degree programs" 

The origins of the basic degree program established 

at Laurentian University in 1967 is described as follows: 

The initial steps for the School of Nursing 
were taken in 1965, when President S.G. Mullins 
of Laurentian University established an Ad Hoc 
Committee for the School of Nursing. President 
Mullins acted on the recommendation of the Hall 
Report, which E« • «3 specified that Laurentian 
University be one of the Universities at which a 
School of Nursing should be established in order 
to meet the needs of the nation for university-
educated nurses.17 

2. Evolutionary and Developmental Phases of the 
Nursing Educational Unit Within the Eight 
University Settings of the Ontario Region. 

Nursing education entered Canadian universities within 

various educational units, with diversity in nomenclature and 

15 Lakehead University, Calendar 1967-1968, Thunder 
Bay, Lakehead University, 1967, p. 30. 

16 Lakehead University, Calendar 1972-1973, p. 156. 

17 Laurentian University, Calendar 1968-1969, Sudbury, 
Laurentian University School of Nursing, 1968, p. 38. 
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organizations, with varying degrees of academic freedom and 

autonomy and within various educational university structures. 

Table XIII shows the evolution of the University 

Nursing Schools of the Ontario Region, from a structural and 

organizational viewpoint from their inception to 1972. It is 

seen from Table XIII that the basic degree programs in the 

eight universities existed within various structural frame­

works. By 1972 two educational units at Toronto and Western 

Ontario Universities had become Faculties of Nursing with the 

corresponding autonomy which is granted to the deans of these 

Faculties. The heads of two Schools of Nursing were called 

deans, namely at Queen's and at Ottawa Universities. Three 

were Directors of Schools of Nursing, namely at Laurentian, 

Windsor and McMaster where the situation had remained unchanged 

since the origins of the program. The designation of the head 

of the nursing educational unit at Windsor had changed from 

Dean of Nursing Education to a Director of a School of Nursing 

in 1962. At Lakehead University, which is of recent origin, 

the head of the nursing educational unit has been a chairman 

of a School of Nursing under the Dean of University Schools. 

As previously indicated, Lakehead Technical Institute 

in 1957 became the Lakehead College of Arts, Science and 

Technology. By 1965 the College in turn became Lakehead Uni­

versity, where the tradition of combining Diploma and Degree 

programs in the one institution was already firmly 



Table XIII.-

Evolution of the University Nursing Schools in the Ontario Region Showing 
Modification in the Organizational Structure from their Inception to 1972.a 

UNIVERSITY 
Initial 

Designation of Head of 
Nursing Unit Nursing Unit 

Modifications 
1972 

Organizational 
Structure 

> 
CO 
H 
O 

a 
w 
pd 

t?d 

C5 
W 
Co 
H 

O 

-G 

O 

to 
g 
CO 

o 
•-9 

M 
O 

£d 

Q 
M 
O 

Lakehead 

Laurent ian 

McMaster 

Queen's 

Ot tawa 

Toronto 

Western 
Ontar io 

Windsor 

School of 
Nursing (1966) 

School of 
Nursing (1967) 

School of 
Nursing (1946) 

School of 
Nursing (1942) 

School of 
Nursing (1933) 

Dept. Pub. H. 
Nsg. (1920) 

Div. Study for 
Grad. Nurses 
(1923) 

Pilot Programme 
Ind. Nsg.(1953) 

Chairman, 
School of Nsg. 

Director 

Director 

Dir.first ap. 
pointed in 1946 

Dir., School 
of Nursing 

Director,Dept. 
Pub. Health 
Nursing 

Chief, Div. 
study for gra­
duate nurses 

Dean, Nursing 
Education 

None 

None 

None 

Dean, School of Nsg. 
Appointed in 1967 

Dean, School of Nsg. 
(1971) 

Dir., School of Nsg. 
(1933) Faculty, Nsg. 
(1972) 

School of Nsg.(1947) 
Faculty of Nsg. 
(1969) 

Dept. of Nsg.(1955) 
School of Nsg.(1962) 

School of Nsg. 
with Chairman 

School of Nsg. 
with Director 

School of Nsg. 
with Director 

School of Nsg. 
with Dean 

School of Nsg. 
with Dean 

Faculty of Nsg. 
with Dean 

Faculty of Nsg. 
with Dean 

School of Nsg. 
with Director 

a Source: General University and Nursing Catalogues, letters to Directors of 
Schools of Nursing and Presidents of Universities. 00-

o 
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1 8 
established . The six University Schools constituting this 

University, were organized on this basis; Nursing in 1967 " 

being the first school within the University to offer a full 

degree program. Dean H.S. Braun, Dean of the University 

Schools of Lakehead University, wrote: "Each school has a 

chairman; the Schools operate independently but the Chairman 

20 reports to me" . The Chairman of the Lakehead School of 

Nursing, thus described the status of the School: 

The School of Nursing has and still is under 
the administration of University Schools Dean. Uni­
versity Schools are the professional schools, i.e. 
Nursing, Engineering, Forestry. Lakehead University 
is unique in this arrangement but Ethisl is attributed 
to the early history of the University. 

At Laurentian University School of Nursing, the director stated 

that: 

E. . J the School is less autonomous and more 
subject to external controls and checks now than in 
its early days E. . .3 All curriculum changes and 
school policy changes are developed by the School's 
Academic Council and recommended to the Professional 
Schools' Council and then to the Senate. The 
Appointments Committee makes all final Faculty 
appointment decisions. The Director is a member of 
all these committees but has no special power on them.22 

18 Lakehead University, Calendar 1967-1968, "Develop­
ment and Objectives of University Schools", p. 162. 

19 Ibid. 

20 Dean H.S. Braun, Basic data received from key uni­
versity persons, August 28, 1974* (In the future, this will 
be referred to as basic data). 

21 Margaret Page, Chairman, Lakehead University School 
of Nursing, Basic data, October 18, 1974. 

22 Dorothy Pringle, Director, Laurentian University 
School of Nursing, Basic data, October 18, 1974. 
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There has been general continuity in the leadership 

of McMaster University School of Nursing. This is evident 

with the terms of office of the three successive directors, 

Gladys Sharpe (May 1946 to August 1949), Alma Reid (1949 to 

1970), Dorothy Kergin 1970 - ). The first director remarked 

that: 

E. . .3 in 1945 [Gladys Sharpe3 was approached 
while she was studying at Columbia University to 
consider assuming the position of Director of School 
of Nursing at McMaster and establishing a B.Sc.N. 
Course (integrated). EMiss Sharpe3 stated principles 
of a professional independent school which were 
accepted by the University and the B.Sc.N. Course 
came into existence in 1946.23 

Under the leadership of Kergin the School of Nursing moved out 

of the Faculty of Science to the Faculty of Medicine. Future 

plans were to establish a Faculty of Health Sciences to include 

the School of Medicine and the School of Nursing24. 

The present dean of Queen's University School of 

Nursing described the evolution of the School: 

23 Gladys J. Sharpe, Director, McMaster University 
School of Nursing 1946-1949, Basic data, October 3, 1974. 

24 Dorothy Kergin, Associate Dean of Health Sciences 
(Nursing), Basic data, November 27, 1974. 
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[. . .] the School began as a quasi independent 
school within the university with a director who 
apparently reported to a university advisory committee, 
initially composed of the Vice Principal, two academic 
deans, the dean of Women - who also had an academic 
appointment, the registrar, two faculty members and 
the director of nursing at the Kingston General 
Hospital E- . •] This continued from 1946 until 1968 
when the Senate approved the formation of the Faculty 
Board and a dean of the School was appointed. In 
1970, a Vice Principal of Health Sciences was 
appointed and the dean reported directly to him.^5 

At the University of Ottawa 

E. . .3 the School of Nursing founded in 1933 
still maintains that status [of a School of Nursing]. 
Since 1965 changes in university government provide 
for the administration of the School by a School 
Council comprising executive officers, faculty and 
student representatives. The School is represented 
on the Academic Senate by its dean and an elected 
faculty member holding the academic rank of associate 
or full professor.26 

Florence Emory, who was associated with the development 

of the pioneering University of Toronto School of Nursing 

since 1924 recently wrote: 

The former School of Nursing grew out of a 
Department of Public Health Nursing established 
in 1920 and directed by Kathleen Russell. She 
remained in this position until her retirement 
in 1952 E. . .3 The School is now a Faculty -
a closely knit unit of the university.27 

25 Jean Hill, Dean, Queen's University School of 
Nursing, Basic data, August 29, 1974. 

26 Marie Loyer, Dean, University of Ottawa School of 
Nursing, Basic data, October 16, 1974-

27 Florence Emory, "Some Observations on the Early 
Development of the present day Faculty of Nursing at the Uni­
versity of Toronto", in Personal written document sent to 
the writer, August 26, 1974. 
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The historical background of the University of Windsor 

stems from a particular situation. This is reflected by the 

director, Anna Gupta, and substantiated by an historian of 

28 the University of Western Ontario. In 1953 , the Industrial 

Nurses' Association in Windsor requested a work conference of 

industrial nurses in Windsor; Assumption College was then 

affiliated with Western University. Physicians in industrial 

medicine, the Ford Motor Company of Canada, Chrysler Corporation 

participated to provide financial support for the Conference. 

Following that work conference, the principal of 

Assumption University of Windsor gave needed encouragement 

and support. A program of extension lectures in Nursing 

spread over a three-year period was inaugurated ". Florence 

Roach became the director and assumed leadership for many 
30 

years under the title of Dean ox Nursing Education of the 

University of Windsor. Gupta added that "the Department 

became a School of Nursing within the Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences in 1962"31. 

28 Anna Gupta, Director, University of Windsor, School 
of Nursing, Basic data, July 3, 1975. 

29 Hendrick Overdrun, People and Ideas, Nursing at 
Western, 1920-1970, London, The University of Western Ontario, 
the Faculty of Nursing, 1970, p. 72-73. 

30 Assumption University of Windsor, Essex College, 
Windsor Department of Nursing, Calendar 1956-1957, p. 1. 

31 Gupta, op. cit. 
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In retrospect, the establishment of the School of 

Nursing at the University of Western Ontario can be viewed as 

follows: 

In 1920, the Canadian Red Cross granted to five 
Canadian universities sufficient funds to support, 
for a three-year period [. . .] a Division of Studies 
for Graduate Nurses within the Faculty of Public 
Health E. . .] The future of educational programs 
was assured [• . .] (with the closing of the Faculty 
of Public Health in 1947) with a further decision of 
the Board of Governors to establish a School of 
Nursing as an autonomous unit within the constituent 
University, and Miss Edith M. McDowell was appointed ~2 
Dean of this new Faculty in the summer of 1947 E. . .3 * 

Under Dean McDowell's inspiring leadership, the School 

developed rapidly both in quality of programs offered and in 

enrolment. 

The following excerpt from the 1972-1973 Calendar 

further describes the expansion of the School of Nursing: 

The 1960's saw the development of the Health 
Sciences concept at The University of Western 
Ontario, with nursing as an integral part [, . .3 
In May, 1969, on the recommendation of the Senate, 
the Board of Governors changed the designation of 
"School of Nursing" to "Faculty of Nursing".33 

Table XIV shows the type of degree offered, the dura­

tion of the basic degree program in the initial phases; modi­

fications, and the situation viewed in 1972. The table furthe 

demonstrates that two basic degree programs were begun in the 

32 University of Western Ontario, Calendar 1964-1965, 
p. 6-7-

33 University of Western Ontario, Composite Calendar 
1972-1973, P. 234. 



Table XIV.-

Basic Degree Programs in the Ontario Region, 1942-1972 According to the type of 
degree offered and length of Program.a 

UNIVERSITY 
Initial Year*5 

of 
establishment 

Initial Length of Program Degree 
Degree Initially and in 1972 

Modifications 

Length of 
Program 
in 1972 

td 

CO 
M 
O 

td 
W 
fed 

w 
co 
M 

Q 
*V 
td o 
td 

co 

O 

td 

s 
O 

MO 
CO 

Lakehead 

Laurentian 

McMaster 

Queen's 

Ottawa 

Toronto 

Western Ontario 

Windsor 

1966 

1967 

1946 

1969 

1961 

1942 

1967 

1968 

B.S.N. 4 years B.S.N. 4 years 

B.S.N. 4 years B.S.N. 4 years 

B.Sc.N. 4 years B.Sc.N. 4 years 
became 5 yrs 1949 
became 4 yrs 1957 

B.N.Sc. 4 years B.N.Sc. 4 years 

B.Sc.N. 4 years B.Sc.N. 4 years 

B.Sc.N. 4 years B.Sc.N. 4 years 
became 5 yrs 1946 
became 4 yrs 1954 

B.Sc.N. 4 years B.Sc.N. 4 years 

B.Sc.N. 4 years B.Sc.N. 4 years 

a Source: Data compiled from University Schools of Nursing and General University 
Calendars, 1942-1972. 

k Initial Year refers to the year in which students were first admitted to the 
basic degree program, not necessarily acceptance by a Senate or other 
administrative body. 
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first period. These programs were the first basic degree 

programs in that period in Canada, namely, that of the Univer­

sity of Toronto School of Nursing inaugurated in 1942^4, and 

that at McMaster University in 1946-*5. Table XIV further 

shows that in the second period only one basic degree program 

was begun in the Ontario Region, namely, at the University of 

Ottawa; it originated late in the period, that is, in 1961^ . 

It was in the third period, between 1963-1972, that basic 

degree programs became more prolific. 

The table reveals that five of the eight basic degree 

programs commenced in the third period. In chronological 

order, these are the two integrated nursing programs begun in 

1966 at Lakehead University-'', and Western Ontario-* . This 

was followed by another program begun in 1967 at Laurentian 

University-^" and one in 1968 at the Windsor University School 

of Nursing4°; the last basic degree program which opened in 

11, 

34 The University of Toronto, Calendar 1942-1943, p. 7. 

35 McMaster University, Calendar 1949-1950, p. 9. 

36 University of Ottawa, Calendar 1961-1962, p. IX. 

37 Lakehead University, Calendar 1967-1968, p. 30. 

38 The University of Western Ontario, Calendar 1967-1968, 

39 Laurentian University, Calendar 1968-1969, p. 38. 

40 University of Windsor, Programs in Nursing 1969-1970, 
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the Ontario Region was that of Queen's University in Kingston 

in 1969ifi. 

There were only slight variations in the nomenclature 

of the degree offered. All included the connotation, nursing 

science. 

The majority of programs added summer sessions to the 

four academic years. The two pioneering programs in the first 

period tried a five-year curriculum for a number of years but 

both had returned to a four-year basic degree program by 1972. 

All eight basic degree programs were four years in length in 

1972. 

3. Factors Influencing the Establishment 
and Development of Basic Degree Programs 

in the Ontario Region, 1942-1972. 

Lewin^" posited that change which actually occurs 

depends on a constellation of psychological forces. For him 

the construct force characterizes the direction and strength 

of the tendency to change. The forces which facilitate change 

are driving forces. Those which constitute barriers are 

restraining forces. A conflict situation occurs where acting 

forces, opposite in direction are about equal in strength. 

41 Jean Hill, Director of Queen's University School of 
Nursing, Information concerning baccalaureate education in 
Canada, August 19, 1974. 

42 Kurt Lewin, Field Theory in Social Science, New York, 
Harper, 1951, p. 256-260. 
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The focus in this section centred on the following 

questions: What are some of the driving forces which facili­

tated change? What are some of the forces which prompted 

the establishment of the right basic degree programs in the 

Ontario Region? What are some of the barriers or restraining 

forces which inhibited and retarded the establishment and 

development of basic degree programs? 

In the Ontario Region, two basic degree programs were 

established in the 1942-1952 period. One program was 

established in the 1953-1962 period and five within the last 

period. 

The driving forces in the establishment of the eight 

basic degree programs in Ontario can be categorized under the 

following headings: key persons, finances, the Registered 

Nurses' Association of Ontario, hereinafter referred to as 

RNAO, government commissions and/or bodies, students and the 

geographical location of the university. 

Nursing education owes a great debt to Kathleen 

Russell, the pioneer university nurse educator who, through 

graduated, well-planned steps established the first basic 

degree program. Emory, a close associate, described this 

great leader: 


