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INTRODUCTION

LY

The7}e£ormist nationalist political opposition to
Maurice Duplessis after 1936 was comprised largely of those men
who haa been members -of the Action Libérale Nationale before
1835. 1In 1935, the_A.L.N.‘unit§d with Duplessis' Provincial
Conservative Party to forﬁ the Union Nationale. When Duplessis
éhowed no interest in social refo;m, some of’ the prominent
members of the A.L.Ni broke with him. Paul Gouin, leader of
thé A.L.N. was the first to leave the Unipn Nationale with
several friends. He was followed later by PhilippeHamelan&
several close associates. Philippe Hamel founded the-short-
lived Parti Natignal, while Paul Gouin revivea the A.L.N. The
aim of-this study is,to‘investigate'the activities of those

nationalists who were‘sufficiently dedicated to soclal reform

*The word reform is capable of many interpretations. In this
thesis I am using it to apply to those who have a critical attitude
towards the capitalist system and who advocate government measures
to facilitate trade union organization and break up of trusts.

By these criteria both Hamel and Gouin were reformers.
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to break with Duplessis' Union Nationale.

»

Although there are severaI studles of - the Action
Libérale Natlonale, historians have npt pald much attentlon to
the act1v1t1es of former A. L N. members after Duplessis took

power in 1936. Herbert Quinn concentrates on the Union Nationale.

-

while Patricia Dirk"s thesis focuses on the 1934-36 period,

with secondary attention only being given to the 1936439 period.

-

Neither do Robert Rumllly s and Conrad Black's books, while

reportlng sallent act1v1t1es, contain any detailed analy51s of

Gouin and Hamel.during the 1936—39 period.

. The Philippe Hamel Papers at Lavai Un;Lersity'provided'

inyaldable information on the Parti Natioqal analﬁnmeleother'

political dctivities. The newspaper, Ere Nouvelle,:stored in

the Seminary of Quebec, was most useful since it was the party
organ of the.Parti National. The néwspaper is avallable for
the perlod from its foundation on August 20, 1937 to May 1938

and also includes several issues from July 1939 to January 1940.

The sources of this thesis include the Paul Gouin Papers and

the Abbe Groulx Papers Numerous'. newspapers especially the

A.L.N. organ, The Province as well as Le Devoir were'essential

to this work. Newspaper cllpplngs in personal papers also had
hed light -on various events
The the515 is lelded into four chapters and a

conclusion. - The flrst chapter deals with the rise of the

Action Libérale Nationale and Philippe‘Hamel's eventual alliance
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wfth'it. ‘The chapter.enos:with the isolation‘ofﬁPaul_Gouih
and the viotoryfof Maurice Duplessis as-leadér;of the Uhfon:_
Nationale. .The second chapter deals'with Hahel's ahd.Gomin's
‘fuhéamental ideoIogy" corporatlsm. 'This.chapter analyses‘
material mostly from the 1937 -39 perlod when the two. men;r
propounded these theorles The third chapter returns to |
polltlcal events w1th a study of Phlllppe Hamel S opp051tlon'
to Duple551s and hlS relatlons W1th ‘the Cathollc Church The
fourth chapter follows Paul Gouln through hlS natlonal education _
campalgn and - the rev1val of the A.L.N. in’ 1938 and then conti-
nues until the prov1n01al electlon of. 1939 The conc}uSLOn

will discuss the 51gn;flcance of the two men'smideas-as well

as focusing. on the reason for their political failure.
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.CHAPTER T

AN.UNEASY ALLIANCE

Encouraged by Queﬁéc's provinciél Liberal governments,
the ipdustrial revolution continued to transform Quebec's
economy'during the first part of the twentieth century. Between
‘l9ll and 1929 the manufacturlng sector quadrupled 1 Phenomenal -
expansion also took place in the exp101tatlon of natural
resources. Pulp and paper productlon rose dramatlcally as did
mineral production. The value of mineral extraction more than
doubled in the decade prior to 1931, with many new copper, gold
and zinc mines being opened.2 Likewise the.hydro-electric
companies more than quadfupled their output during the same
decade.3 The Liberal g&&erﬁment of Alexandre Tgschereau gave

impetﬁs to such expansion by selling forest, mining and water



rights to British and Amefican investors.4

This rapid industrialization caused the growth 6f:q
new'urban centres and the mushrooming of ald ohes. fhe popula--
tionlof Quebec éréw to 2,874,622 by 1931; a 74% increase since
1900. From being é rﬁrai society in which only 40%.of the
popuiation was urban in 1900, Quebec became an industrial
society whiqh was 63% urbanized by 1931.5 Many small towns
such as. Drummondvillg and Asbestés rose to impdrtance. _Montreél
tripled in size between 1901 apd 1921, and grew by 31% agaih by

1931.6

~

" and its suburbs.' Quebec City grew more slowly, although it
‘ 8

Two-thirds -of Quebec's population now lived in Montreal .
p .

- doubled its population between 1901 and 1931.
| The rapid growth‘of the cities és well as industry
lindicated the rise of ufban cléssés, both workér and: small
business. Although many smaller cen&rés embloyed large nﬂmbérs
of workers‘in resource extraction or'manuféc£uring, Montreal,
with 42% of all Quebec wage earners had the greatest concentra— -
tion.9 This process of ihaustrialization emphasized ; social
imbalance in which English Canadians dominéted_the managerial
positions in'industry while Frenéh Canadians prb&iaed the labour
force.lO | |
Althbugh French ‘Canadians wére largely excluded from
the higher positions in the large industries, they controlled

most of the small businesses in the pfovince.ll There was a

rapid growth of French-Canadian small capitalists during the



prosperous 1920’ . The service sector, which-includes shop

owners and small bu51nessmen; employed 279,000 people in 1921

but grew to 412,000 in 1931.12 It would seem that the small .

businessman, or the petite'bourgeoisie as they A;e often called,
proliferated in the 1920 S. .

Many French Canadians did not welcomne the new
industrial and urban society. During the early 1920's Henri
Bourassa and Abbé& Groulx were the foremostY Ccatholic spokesﬁen"
criticizing the dire;tion in which French Canada was evolving.
They abhored the increase in materialism, indiyidual selfish-
ness and class jealousy}3 They saw that rapid urbanizatiot'was
weakening the role of the family in soc1ety and consequently
that, of Catholic values. AsS late as 1937 Abbe Groulx declared
"that no environment has been better suited to the p;oduction
of a healthy and strong group of men attacﬁed to their family

and national traditions than the fertile atmosphere of a rural
14 '

r

life."

-The social dislocation and ec0nomio breakdown brought
about by the Great Depression vindicated the;Catholic critics
who had denounced the new industrial system during the era of
prosperity. The economy collapsed with f:ightenind rapidity.
The gross value of manufacturing production‘in buebec which

had risen from $729,497,000 in 1921%°

to $1,106,475 in 1929,
fell to $604,497,000 by 1933.16 fulp and Paper industries went

brankrupt and the mining industry slowed almost to a standstill.

bl

17



Agricultural markets declined leaving many farmersQWith debts
they could not pay. Unemployment in many areas rose to between

> .
18 ‘Many "of the unemployed flocked to Montreal or to

30-50%.
other urban centres in search of work. Soon the municipalities
were. unable to cope with the demand for'réiiéf. The urban
problemsrand the industrial decline convinced many'thdﬁghtiﬁl
Catholiés that thé laissez-faire economic policies which had “
encouraged rapid urbanization and industrialization ﬁa@wbeen
misguided.

The increased cbmpetition creatéd by the-ecconomic

. S l S

decline also brought about calls for ethnic sdl&ﬁarity among
French Canadians. Small businessmen, jealous of the.tax:éxeﬁp—
tions’ enjoyed by the new industry,- formed retail merchangé' .
associations, ostensibly for the defénce of indeéendent
business bﬁt in reality to attack Jewish .and Engiish'coﬁtrolled

chain stores.19

The Achet Chez Nous, campaign, oréaﬁizéq by
the nationélist St. Jean Baptiste*Soéiety,,was supported-by
small businessmen as a means of‘curtailing compeﬁition from
other ethnic groups.20

fmbughtful French Canadians were not the only Catholics
who began to question thesﬁénefits of economic,libé;alism._,ln

1931 Pope Pius XI had issued his encyclical, Quad%agéSimb'Ahnp}

which cgiled for the intervention of the state in the economy .-

where necessary. How the Pope's directives could be applied_'“é

to Quebec became a topig¢ of lively interest among many fervent .

*



‘Catholics. .In the spring of 1933 the Jesuit—sponsoredeemaine

Sociale prodﬁced the first Programme de Restauration Sociale.

Later,'during the following winter, a- second more detailed

version of the Programme was issued. 21

Sy "‘_Major Catholic religious and lay leaders coﬁtributed_-

T I . .
to-the<Programme. Among them was Philippe Hamel, a long time

enemy of  the privatelpower companies.22 Hamel, a Quebec (City
dentist} had gained public recognition through his campaign to
municipalize'Quebec Power and his denunciation of the abuses of

capitalism. | o | : N

' 'The Programme de Restauration Sociale was a call for

the reform of the capitalist system Reforms were needed to

<

end the economic dlctatorshlp of a few trusts (monopolies) and

to 1mprove the economic situation of the lower classes. The
state had the obllgatlon to natlonallze publlc utilities whieh
were essential to the ‘common good of soc1ety At.the saﬁe A
‘time it defended the right to prlvate property and dehounced
-'tﬁe.socialist doctrines of'}he C.C.F.23‘ .

_Gertain sections of the Programme;de Restauration

Sociale called for:progressive social-legislation in order to'“

deal with the pllght of theiurban workers; contrlbutory eoéial:
insu;ance, 51a age'penslons: slum clearance and faws to
strengthenlunions were‘cited.24, Taese'sections concerned with
the lot of the urban workerlwere-combiﬁed with colonlzation

' . schemes to open up new farm lands. The programme claimed that
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.. industrial expansion should be restrained and.that greatef

.efﬁorts should be made to re-establish the urban population

on_farms.zs

The Programme de Restaur:Eion Sociale proved to be

‘uséful to_politiqiéns seeking to challenge-the Taschereau
government. lOne Qﬁ_these‘was Mauriée Duplessis, leader of

the Prbvinéial_Conservatives, who_incorporated some of its
ide;s"in his ?af;y's progrémme. Aﬁother to be impressed was
Paul Gou?n; son.of the formefJPreﬁien_Lomer Gouin and grandson
of former Prémier Honoré Me?cieff PauiaGouin was born in 1898
and had fought 'in World War I. He had obtaiQfd a degree in Civil
in Montreal and@ the Quebec Seminary.26

- ) _ " aq
the 1520's he had come under the influence of BAbbé& Groulx.

-

Law after studvin

+

Durin

74

He had been'involved in- the study groups which .

produced the Programme de Restauration Sociale. ‘In'i934'he

headed the Comit& de Colonisation founded by the Société Saint-

Jean Baptiste'which denounced the rapid industrialization of .
the previcus decéde.28

Meanwhile the discontent of young Liberals had been "
’ g ’ :

evident since 19334 Wwhen one of them, Jean Martineau, attacked both
i , o :

Liberals and Conservatives for adopting policies dictated to

them by a ‘handful of bankers and financiers. During a'speech

at the Reform Club, he demanded a return to true liberalism.

He accused Montreal Heat, Light and Power Company of cha;giﬁg
excessive rates and demanded state intervention.2?
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By 1934 Paul Gouin was leading many young Montreal

Liberals of the Reform Club such as Jean Martineau, Roger

Ouimet and Fred Monk. They cbmplainedithatﬁfhere was . -no room
~l i

in the Liberal Party for young men_who'ﬁashéd Eo:intfqﬂuce

social legislatiSn”and to curb- the abuses-éf.the industrial

;ystem.30 Duriﬁg April'1934,7faced wiﬂqTaséﬂereau'sresistance

to change within the Libgral-Party; Paul Gouin organized a

31

pressure group, Action Libérale. ‘However, Taschereau's firm

control of the Liberal Party 5oon forced Paul Gouin to set up
‘an indepéndent political party.32 ;in his efforts Gouin.was
~aided by_Edouard Lacrdix, a fich iﬁdustriaiist who provided
funds Soth to organize political rallies;and to begin a

' 33
newspaper.”

Like the Programme de Restauration Sociale the

°manifes£o of Paul Gouin's Action Libérale Nationale, published

in buly 1934, emphasized rural reform. It proposéd to revitalize
rural life by'colonization programmes and by the establishment

of rural industries based on the processing of raw resources.

1t also promised among other things to create health insuraﬁce,
‘to give pensions to needy mothers and to instituté old age -
pensions with the aid of the federal government. It called for
the better regulation of working hours, industrial hygiene and
safety, and the rep}aéement of slums by workers' housing. =

The A.L.N. also proposed to attack financial monopolies,

or trusts as they were then called, in order to protect small



business and the consumer. Tax reform would be carried out so ¢

that larger companies would no longer benefit.from tdx exemptions.

The A.L.N. promised to:
Briser, par tous les moyens possibles, .
l'emprise qu'ont sur, la province et les )
" municipalités les grandes institutions
firanciéres, le trust de 1'électricitéd
et celui de 1'industrie du papier.3§ ’

The A}L.N. considered that these institutions had too great an
influénce on Taschereau's government:. They were held responsible
for exploiting consuﬁers and causing economic stagnation,
Therefore, the A.L.N. demanded it be against the law for
government ministerys to be directors of banks or industries
doing business with the government. Other trusts such as
the dairy, coal, gasoline and bakery industries would be broken
in order to hefp:dbnsumérs, small producers and distribu_tors.36
The A.L.N., like the Catholic thinkers from whom it
drew inspiration, emphasized rural reconstruction but did not
ignore the need for urban reform. Paul Gouin stressed:
Il me semble qu'en éttendant'que le retour
d la terre ou que la colonisation et 1'in-'
dustrie complémentaire rétablissent notre
surplus de population urbaine ouvriZre dans
de nouveaux centres industriels, plus nombreux
et plus petits, il me semble, dis-je, que nous
devrions ex&cuter dans les grandes villes

certains grands travaux nécessaires comme par
exemple, ceux que résulterajent de la dispari-

-~

tion des taudis 3 Montréal.37

I

Paul Gouin, although motivated by idealist visions, was

realistic enough to propose reforms which could gain votes.

¥
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" Beauharnois Power Company.

.The coming .of the A.L.N. meant that reform-minded

‘Quebecers no longer had to chosé between Taschereau's Laissez-

faire government or Duplessis' Conservatives who had been
discredited by the conscription crisis of 1917 and the reaction-
ary policies of the Bennett regime. Action Lib&rale Natiocnale

appealed to those who wanted a reform phrty which would not

- ignore the. SOClal injustices lntenSLfled by the depression. To

'Cathollc critics who feared the -dangers that'industrialization

and socialism posed to traditional society, or to liberals who

disliked the clhse connections between Taschereau's government
l‘\

and business, the A.L.N. appeared as a credlble alternative.

The Monpreal leerals who formed the original nucleus
of Paul Gouin's A.L. . were not the only reformers in the
province. InQuebec§City e separate reform movement deveioped
under the leadership df Philippe Hamel. Born in 1884{ a dentist

by profession and a member of the Board of Directors of
38

Action Nationale, Hamel led the demand for cheap electricity.
He had many supporters in the Quebec deily newspaper Action .

Catholigue, the nationalist publication Action Nationale, and

the Association Catholique des Voyageurs de Commerce. Since
1931 he had been demanding the nationalizaﬁion of the poﬁerful
3? He had prdduced extensive
doeumentation on the power companies and had issued many

pamphlets. Meanwhile his friend and political ally, Ernest

Grégoires won .themunicipalelections in Quebec City in early 1934,
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‘The Quebec power companies were controlled by a small
Lgroup of Engllsh Canadian flnanc1al barons40 who charged

K

]

'exce551ve rates and cut off gas and electr1c1ty to the unemployed’
who- could not pay their bills. 41 Philippe Hamel believed that
the abuses of the electrmc companies were a threat to both the
survrval of French“Canada and to the capitalist system He
complalned to Abbe Groulx about the ways the English domlnated
.these companles and he feared that French Canadians wodld
remain snbordlnate.
Corttrdlée par des éléments &trangers a
notre race, cette organisation DS de51re
‘_rlen moins gue notre gervitude.?
fHe w the corruptlng 1nfluence of the companles everywhere and
was convinced that they were the source of the economic crisis.
These abuses,'he felt, seriously endangered the capitalist
‘system:

.

‘A notre avis, le capital se sauvera en

autant que nousmettronsd la raison ceux

gqui le poussent 3@ sa ruine, en empéchant

la correction des abus.

Thus Philippe Hamel wished, like the other writers of the

Programme de Restauration Sociale to preserve the essence of

the capitalist system by .attacking the abuses of the trusts.
Since these trusts were largely contrOiled by English Canadians
and foreigners, there was a French-Canadian nationalist component
to his anti-trust ocutlook. '

When Paul Couin had organized a separatepolitical

_party in June-July 1934, he asked Hamel for support.44
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He had added the word -"Nationale' to the ﬁéme Action Libérale
in ordér to appease Hamel's supporters who did not see them=--
selves as Liberals. He also placéd'a greater emphasis on rural
reﬁorms in the A.L.N. manifesto than many Montreal Liberals suchl
aggJean Martineau would have likéd.45 Altough some of Hamel's
sﬁpporters joined Gouin's Action Libé&rale Nationale in July 1934,
others¢alopg with Hamel remained aloof;46 The fact was that the
A.L.N, érogramme stated that the poﬁer cbmpaniesrﬁould be
nationalized only after a public commission had determined tﬁat
electrical costs could be lowered by public-ownership.47 Gouin
did not see the nationalization of the electricity trust as the
key iSsué. | |

Dans certains milieux...on semble croire gue

l'oeuvre de restauration économigue, gue

1'oeuvre de survivance nationale, se résument

chez nous & une question de colonisation et

d'électricité. C'est 13 une profonde erreur

gqu'il faut dissiper & tout prix.4g
Because of this attitude, Hamel preferred to carry on separate
political action.

' Meanwhile the Liberal government of Alexandre
Taschereau finally responded to attacks on the power coﬁpanies
by establiéhing the Lapointe Commission. During November 1934
this coﬁmission heard public reports. Philippe Hamel, who
received front page coverage in Le Devoir, pointed out the‘

benefits of publicly owned power companies.49 He showed that

Ontario Hydro bharged a third of the price for electricity
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combareé to the privately owned Qﬁebec Power compéniés.50

‘The publication of the report of the Lgpoinﬁe
Commission provea to be a political watersbed. Reporting 'in
January 1935, it proposed some new laws but did not insist on
public ownership. Taschereau's government took little action
on the report. In March 1935 the government created a hew
ministgy bht refused'to nationalize the power companies.

Taschefgau's respohse to the Lapointe Commission
finally convinced Hamel to join Paul Gouin's A.L.N.: In January
1935 Hamel had written to Abbé& Groulx saying that if Paul Gouin
would'take;a stronger staﬁd against the electricity companies,
he woula sdpbort the A;L.N.; He believed that while the A.L.N.
was.gain;ng strength- in Quebec City, his own influence could ‘
éreatly strengthen tﬁe movement. He asked Groulx to convince

a

Paul Gouin to make a clear committment to nationalize the power

. 5
c:ompanles..-l

In April 1935,. after the Liberal government's
- response to -the Lapointe Commission,” Paul Gouin wrote to Hamel:
En plus d'établir immédiatement la concurrence
d'état, j'envisage la possibilité d'&tatiser
éventuellement tout le syst&me hydroélectrique
de la province, ce qui mettrait, 3 la disposition
de nos compatriotes, une foule de belles positions
qui’ leur &chappent actuellement 2?2
This statement of economic nationalismf\Sifected against the
English-Canadian dominated power companies, pleased Hamel who,
subsequently joined ‘the A.L.N.
Paul Gouin and Philippe Hamel had been united in an

uneasy alliance. Paul Gouin believed that social reform had
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to come™about by bringing bock the Liberal Pafty to the truo'f
" liberal principles, with ifs insistance on ”libertéde pensée .
Gouin believed that this ideology opened the way to'sod&ai‘
pfogreés.53 Hamel on the other hand, dislikod liberalism and
did not wani'to be part of a movement'which called itself
.Liberal, preferrfné the formation of a.”nationalpafty“ 54
After the adherence af Hamel's partlsans, Actlon
leerale Nationale was- a French- Canadlan nationalist as well
as reformist movement. For ﬁony to attackfan English-Canadian
cap;falist was to, attack a trust. In the vieﬁ of Abbé& Groulx,.
sociol conflict was reduced to a vision of national conflict,
where French—cénadian society was defended against the domination
of foreign ethnic gfoupé. Offen articles in the A.L,N.'pa:ty

L :
newspaper La Province would denounce the government for being

the tool of foreign capitalists:
Vous avez gouverné dans le souci exagéré
‘et ridicule de plaire ayvant ggut aux
minorités anglaise et juive.

‘Similarly those French Canadians who opposed the A.L.N. were
treated as agents of foreign domination rather than as
compatriots who had a competing social vision:

La lutte, elle se fera entre les traitres
etlpsgmtr;otes, éntre ceux qui ont dé&shonoré.
leur patrle en la livrant pieds et p01ngs liés,
pour gquelques piastres, 3 l'ennemi, & la finance
"8trangére et ceux qui veulent rendre i leur
patrie, la force, la liberté&, la splendeur

qu avgéent révé pour elle les fondateurs de ce
pays.
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This.evolution ﬁo ébub£ strengthened the A.L.N.'glappeal to
some French Canadians. _
In the autumn‘of 1935, Paul Gouin.faced a difficult

§ituation. Pecuniary problems were severe,57 anfl many would-be
candidates believed thatlthey could not win in a three-way
fight between them and the Libgrals and Consefvatives._‘Rural
Fupporters insisted that an alliance with the Consérvative
Party be formed in order to challenge Liberal candidates
succeééfully.s8

| The Conservatives for their part faced little prospect
of winning the election dlone. Conservatives were viewed with
suspicion because of thé 1917 conscription crisis aﬁd their
associgtion with ‘Bennett's mishanéling of-the econémic crisis.

Moreover, the common feeling that French Canadians were being

exploited and a common adherence to the Programme de Restauration

Sociale brought the two sides together. To defeat the entrenched
. Liberal éovernment, Duplessis and Gouin signed an agreement
wheréby thelA}L.N. would present two-thirds of the candidates .
while the Conservatives wouid présent one-third. 5ﬁplessis
would be the Premier in the event oflvictory, but the Cabihet
would be chosen from A.L.N. members.59
The electoral alliance, called Union Nationale, was
supported and %unded by the well~drganized Conservative Party

while the A.L.N. provided the new blood and fresh face which

the Conservatives lacked. As a result of the election of
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Novembe;”l935, the A.L.N. captqred,26 seats, the Conservatives
16 and the Liberals 48. All the key A.L.N. leaders were

eleéted including Paul Gouin, Jean Martineau, Philippe Hamel.,
Ernest Grégoirezand Oscar Drouin. The Liberals, while still ‘
maintaining powér weré put in a precarious éositiﬁn.GO i
- ‘But rivalfy between Paul Gouin and Maurice Duplessis ;
started almost as soon as the election was over. As early as’
January 1936, Philibﬁ@ Morin, a Quebec City A.L.N. organizer
and;elected ﬁember,“ﬁafned that it was necessary to ”protééer
1'Union, Nationale contré\l'aileﬁfrustard conservatrice."

Paul Gouin,founa:hiénauthoriﬁy increas;ngly chailenged Ey "
Conservative members.’> Obviougly‘Gouin-would héve to defend
his position from an'aggreséivé'Dupléssié.

' Meanwhile ''Chubby' Power and Ernest Lapointe were
attempﬁing to bring the A.L.N. back.tq the Liberal Party.
Throughout Fhe winter and spring of '1935-36, Gouin was prepared
to consider this possibility. 63 But these negotlatlons were
“unsuccessful since Gouin would not support the Liberal Party
until "lavieille gang'" of Taschereau and hls entourage were
completely expelled..

As the parliamentary session proéresse@, Paul Gouin's
authority.continued to‘be‘eroded by Duplessis. The atfack on
the Liberal Government by the Conservative leader through the
use of the Public Accounts committee proved to be enormoﬁsly

L}

successful, exposing the corruption of.Taschereau's regime.
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Not only_was Duplessis a better orator and master_of parliament-

ary tactics.than Gouin, but also he had a strong local‘
organization and plentv.or camoaign money to offer A.L.N.
members. From a purelyhpractical point of view, on1¥~Duplessis.
would be able to ensure the re-election‘of the opposition.
members and the defeat of the leeral government 64

Phlllppe Morin 901nted odg to Paul Gouin that

L

.Duplessis was able to gain the loyalty of many A.L.N. members

by getting favours done for them and generaliy looking after
their._'interests.65 Duplessis encduraged the elected members
to see the advantages of political office under his 1eadership;

Morin commented on how much bétter Duple551s was than ‘Gouin in

- appealing to the self interest of the A.L.N. members.

Il parait manifeste aujourd’hui ‘que "ce dui
-vous aliéne quelques anciens adeptes,
temporairement du m01ns, c'est que voug ne
‘voulez pas commencer a partager les depoullles
avec personne, tandis que l'autre chef sait - L
mieux exp101ter ce cOté humain de la pollthueé
. comme le coté humain des relations en general
By now some of the A.L.N. members faithful to Gouin were
becoming alarmed. An unsuccessful attempt was made in June 1936
by Fred Monk, A.L.N. organiser for Montreal, to convince Ernest
\
Greg01re and Phlllppe Hamel that Duplessms had to be abandoned
and that a new government had to Be formed around some Liberal

leaders with the exclusron of Taschereau

The resmgnatlon of Alexandre Taschereau on June 11,

1936 subsequent to revelatlons of corruptlon extendlng to hls
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ﬁephe& Agtoine Taschereau, brbught the conflict befween
Duplessis and Gouin to a head. Six days later Paul Gouin
announced that because Duplessis had refused to renew the
electoral pdct,

1'Action Libé&rale Nationale, fidéle a ses
principes, entre donc aujourd'hui-en lutte
contre les deux vieux partis tories et
trustards.68 ‘ o

Only four elected meﬁbers, Jean Martineau, Roger Ouimet, S.
ﬁachon and Philippe Morin followed Gouin in his break with
Duplessis.69 The rest of the A.L.N. recognized Maurice
Duplessis as theiflleader at the Sherbrooke caucus of the

Union Nationale on June 20, 1936.70

* While Gouin denounced Duplessis' attempt to rebuild

7L

the Conservative Party on the back of the A.L.N., Phildippe

Hamel, Oscar Drouin and Ernest Gré&goire played a key role in
adviSing other A.L.N. members to remain with Duplessis.72

Ernest Grégoire, a close friend of Hamel, was encouraged by

3

Duplessis to lead the counter attack against Gouin. 1In a

particularly vicious speech, Grégoire condemned Paul Gouin as

well as his father.73

Edouard Lacroix, a rich industrialist friendly to

GOuin, denounced qulessis as being in the pay of the trusts.74
He wished to keep the A.L.N. going by presenting candidates in
various ridings during the eieqtion, announced for August 17,

75

1936. He tried to convince Gouin that this was the best

AL
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course. Paul Gouin however aecidedethat it would be fruitless

to fight an election in which Duplessis cieimed to be a reformer
-and was supported by the majoritx of former A.L.N. membefs,of ..........
".Perliament. He now claimed thae since-Taechereau hed beeﬁ
defeeted, it would be best to pursue his goals threugh a noh; N
partisan national education carr11;>£’:u'.<g_;’1,7-6 to make adherents of
all political parties awafe of tﬁe need for social reform. ‘The;
decision not to becoﬁe involved in the electieﬁ was no doubt
based on th 'realieation that it'would be difficult, if not
impoesig;e, to reorganize the A:L;ﬁ; in the short time remainiﬁg
before the election. ’ - . | |

Philippe Hamel rejoiced in the fact thaﬁ Paul Gouin.ﬂ
and his friends had left the Union Nationale Which he claimed
was now purged of its liberal elements,77 In a speech ﬂe
recounted how-he had tried_to change the eame of the A.L.N. to -
A¢tion Nationale when he joined Paul Gouin's movement and how o
he had been opposed to the A.L.N.'metto "relibéralisons'. He
‘claimed that: P

Depdis.le d&but de 1'Action Libé&rale Nationale,

M/ Grouin et surtout son entourage imm&diate

"étaient pas nationaux, mais llberaux Tout

- Ce que demandaient ces gens, c'&tait le depart
de M. Taschereau. .

N

Hamel was soon to f£ind out that the same hatred of Taschereau
was the main unifying factor- in the Union Nationale. As later
events would show, the commitment to social reform and- to an

attack on the trusts was stronger among Paul Gouin and hieTH)
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followers than among the Duple551s group..

‘ ‘The Unlon Natlonale entered the electlon of 1936 w1th
the support of’ Hamel s followers and offerlng the A.L.N. program-
- me as its polltlcal platform The dlsappearance of Paul Gouln
did not stop the Unlon Nationale from galn}n% victory at the,
polls. For the moment Maurice Duple551s had become Premier by
pretending to be a reformer. However} he had no intention of“
-fulfilling these promises. 'Consequently,’he would soon be -
challenged not only by Gouin but by Philippe Hamel.
' - The need.for sooial-reform-in Quebec. had drawn Paul
Gouin and Phlllppe Hamel into polltlcal actlon. Although both
'Amen drew 1nsplratlon from the Programme de Restauratlon Soc1ale,

’they disagreed on how reform should be obtained. Paul Gouin

and hlS assoc1ates were. essentlally reformlst llberals who
desired to purge the leeragjﬁarty of Taschereau and hlS pro-blg
business ministers. Hamel had been drawn to Action leerale
Nationale because he wished to. combat éhe electricity trusts.
‘As an adherent of the natlonallst movement he had probably
assimilated the traditlonal hostility of ardent Cathollcs to
the Liberal Party which thef suspected of trying'to undermine’
the éatholic Church. Conseqnenély, Hamel's suspicions of
lGonin's "]1iberalism' made him more vulneraole to Duplessis'
demagody . '

| Duplessis had been able to exploit these contradiotions

within the A.L.N. Paul Gouin was pushed aside in a power

-

o
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'struggle Although Gouin accused Duplessis of being.in the
pay. of the trust w;th no intention of carrylng ‘out social
reﬁfrm, he could produce no concrete proof that this was so0. 73
Phlllppe Hamel belleved that Duple551s was 'a ‘true enemy of the

¢

trusts; he would only .discover hlS errocr after the election.

(e
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CHAPTER II

CORPORATIGSM

In combatting Duplessis, both Gouin and Hamel
developed a whole set of reform policies. Their underlying
philésophy was that of corporatism, of which they both became
strong advocates after 1936. It is therefbre necessary to turn
to a description and analysis of this outloock.

Both men believed that the policies of economic
liberalism were leading to class struggle. An unhappy proletariat
might even come to gquestion the institution Qf private property
and the religious and social hierarchy, It was better to have a
system of corporatism which rejected both monopoly capitalism
and socialism and worked towards class harmony. But such a

social order could only be established with the coe-operation of.
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the elite. Consequently, both Hamel and Gouin spent a good deal
of their time trying to educate it to its moral duty.

/ Hamel wanted to.éombat the trend which was converting
\gggial.relationships into economic transactions and to destroy
the cynical belief that a class or individual could prosper at
the expense of society. People should work in the national
interest for the real goals of the nati'on.l Men should have
spiritual, rather than economic goals in life. Only its
dedication to national and spiritual ideals, and not its method
of distribution of material goods justified a social order.
Hamel wrote:

Le lib&ralisme &conomique et le socialisme

cherchent, tous deux, la satisfaction de

1'homme dans les biens matériels; le corpora-

tisme demande que l'homme s'é&léve dans le

spirituel, qu'il recherche le bien-étre

matériel comme un moyen de servir sa famille

et la société pour rendre sa patrie fiére et

forte, sans jamaiszoublier lui-méme d'od il

vient et ol il va. '
It followed that a common dedication to protecting the family
and society rather than material prosperity would ensure social
stability and class harmony .

Philippe Hamel warned French Canada's elite that it
must instigate social reform before it was too late. Only by
prompt action could the horrors of civil war be avoided. No
doubt thinking of Spain and Russia he wrote:

Pour avoir préféré l'argent, les honneurs

et 1'8tude, selon son seul plaisir ou selon

son int&rét immé&diat, une classe dirigeante
pourrait expier son erreur bien ch&rement.
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Les exemples assez récents gevraient etre
pour nous un avertissement. '

It was the responsibility of the elite to carry out the reforms
necessary to create a corporatist society. This line of reason-
ing led Hamel to demand the formation of an "army of
intellectuals' which could spread the corporatist ideology.4

The problem, according to Hamel, was that economic
liberalism favoured the powerful, while socialism would create
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Les Etats, sous l'influence du lib&ralisme

économique ont conduit la société& de maniére

d toujours favoriser les puissants. Comme

réaction le socialisme exige le groupement

des faibles pour dominer la socidté&. Le

corporatisme, lui, s'efforce de donner justice.

«@uX puissants, tout en défendant particulidre-

ment les droits du prolétariat.>
The corporatist system would appease the proletariat while
‘maintaining the social hierarchy.

Hamel predicted that an ill defined "'people" of
Quebec would eventually demand that political life be brought
under corporatist organization.6 He denounced Quebec's
parliamentary system because of the political conflict which it
created and upon which it survived. He declared:

Il semble absurde que l'on gafde un régime

qui dans son principe essentiel, divise et

attise les luttes...’
He demanded the creation of a form of government that created
harmony and coriciliation by the creation of a Corporative

Council.8
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Hamel claimed that this body would constitute a state
poﬁerful enough to protect French Canadians from the 'economic
dictatorship" of the trusts as well as the subversion of the

Communists. .
...le corporatisme travaille d créer la
puissance durable de 1'&tat, puissance ol
le communisme ne germe pas..:

In keeping with his views on the divisive nature of parliamentary
democracy, and his intense fear of communism and civil war, Hamel
looked with a behevolgnt eye on authoritarian regimes.

...la dictature est une forme d'autorité
qui prend sa puissance en elle-méme apres -
l'avoir recue de Dieu. Et aux heures
graves, c'est encore de cette fagon qu'un
peuple se sauve. La dictature fasciste, ne
nous méprenons pas, reste un supréme mouve-
ment de droite pour arracher un peuple des
., horreurs d'une guerre fraticide.

Corporatism was to be established through the creation

of corporatist unions for both workers and employers.
—

Entre 1l'Etat, instrument de la finance, et

1'indjvidu désespéré au milieu de sa misére

profonde, il faut de toute nécessité poser

un intermé&diaire susceptible d'accorder plus

de protection au faible et d'assagir les

puissants par &ducation ou contrainte, Cet

intermé&diaire c'est le syndicat et son

corollaire, la corporation.
The existence of these unions would force the more powerful
capitalists to sacrifice their more immediate interests and-
join the corporation for empléyers. Corporative unionization

would be an extension of the system already established for the

liberal professions into the industrial, agricultural and
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commercial domaines,12 Consequently, the corporative unions
of both workefs-and employers, like those of the liberal
pfofessioné, would have the power to control the members in
their profession gnd.cbuld limit competition. Politicians,
once they realized the popularitf of the'corporatist movement
would abondon their alliance with finance and would help
estéblish_the system.13

Representatives from both sides Qould take part in
a local corporative Council to attempt to solve the dispute
betweéﬁ workers' and employers' unions. These councils would
then send feéresentatives to the supreme Corporative Council
which would deal with all sopial conflicts not solved at the
"local level and which would also determine the economic and
politiéal orientation of society. Through‘its_Labour Tribunal,
the Corporatist Council would:have the authority to pass final
judgement on any disputes between employers and employees which
could not be resolved in' the local corporative councils.14

Like Philippe Hamel, Paul Gouin also advocated a
form of corporatism. According to Gouin, social harmony,
cooperation, social cohes;on and religious values would ensure
the prosperity of all.. Gouin also felt that it would be through
the aid of the elite that social change would come about.'lHe
maintained that

L'élaboration de ces ré&formes cuvriéres,

l'&laboration de toutes les autres réformes
dont nous avons un si pressant besoin, ne

-
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c'est-i-dire dés meilleurs &lé&ments 15

péut nous vezzz que de notre élite, - §
de chacune d

classes de notre soci&té.
A dedicated, organized and intelligent elite would be ahle to
carry out the necessary reforms. |
Gouin insisted that people need not wéit until the
A.L.N. took power before organizing corporations. The urban -
artisans in Montreal, becayse of the facility of contact between
members, should have ﬁo trouble in formiﬁg a corporation. ?hey
could meet and eleqt a properly qualifiedldiréctor who would lay
out rules for the functioning of the corporafion and establish
quality controls. As well, the corporation would be able to
stop foreign competition. The importation of Jaéaneﬁg ""souvenirs
de Montreal™ could be prohibited.lG"' ) | )
Merchants involved in sellihg and repairing automobiles
might follow this example also. .The corporation could fix prices
to stdp large companies from undercutting small firms. Amateur
mechanics giving poor service or not officially incorporated as
a business could be eliminated. Large stores would alsc not be
able to get more advantageous prices from the manufacturers to
the detriment of small buyers.17 Eviaently the establishment of
these corporations would defend small producers against big
business and yet at the same time prevent the entrance of toco
many competitors into the profession. Quality would be
controlled by education of the members and by the elimination

of undesirabl(e elements.io A captive market or profession
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‘would be divided-émongst-the membe;s of an eﬁclusive organization.
The corporatist'systém wouid grow spontaneously ag a
result of the proliferation of these professional orggpizatidns.
The work of completing the corporatist stéte would thenfbe both
inevitable and relatively easy at the political level. Gouin
proéosed that a Corporative Council replace the Legislative
Council (Upper Houée). Instead of being composed-of former
provincial members of parliament, the Corporative Council woulé
be formed of delegates from various corporatist unions. The
liberal professions, farmers, women's groups, workers' unipns,
co-operativeé,ﬁbanks and othe; groups such as bank tellers and
journalists which had still to be organized intc unions weould

be reprg:sented.'l9 Gouin defended this idea .on the grounds that:

..au lieu d'avoir aux affaires publiques, les.
€lus d'un suffrage universel bas& sur des
divisions géographiques artificielles, on y
trouverait les réels représentants des diverses
classes de la soci&t8, des différents intéréts
économiques, placés 13 avec un mandat bien
défini, a8 qui on ne demanderait que de régler
les questions de compétence et qui auraient é&té
formés 3 ce role par de longues et patientes
&tudes.

This proposal was incorﬁorated into the 1938 A.L.N. platform.
The Corporative Council would have a lérgely advisory
role. Public and private bills would be submittgd to the |
Council which would then‘study‘these préposed laws and comment
on their social and economic ramifications.” The Council's
report woald then be sent fo the members of the,Legislatiye

A?sembly and also be published in the newspapers. This would
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puglic to receive advice on g%e proposed laws from educated
representatives of the various professional corporat;bns. The
Leéislétivé.Assembly would then vote oh~the,bill.21 The Council ) -
would also help prepare the text of laws and help oxient ﬁhe
genegél social and economic policies of the province.22
'iConéequently, the Corporative Council in‘the corporatist system
advocated by Paul Gouin wéuld‘have an influential but not
_governing role in economic and social policies..

_ The manner in which Gouin advocated thech0051mgof e
the members of the‘Corporatist Council differed sharply.from '
the sy;tem.proposed by Hamgi. Tﬂe corporations would elect
several delegates each but ghe governmen wduld have the right .
to choose which of these would git on tht Corpofatist Qouncil.
Gouin admitted that it would be simpler if the cbrporations
could elect delegates directly to the Council, but hé felt that -
such a sysﬁem might reduce the power of the Legislative |
Assembly and lead to a dictatorship by the corporations.23

While Gouin wal aware of the danger of creating a

dictatorship of the corporations, he believed that the éorporations
‘should-have the right to eiect soﬁe‘members of the Legislative
Assembly. This system would allow such groups as catholic and
;nte national workers' unions, universities and. other

profegsional groups to have some representation in the Legisla-

tive Adsembly. Under this system, geographic and professional
I . .

_ o - ‘
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representation would balance each other. Gouin insisted that |

!

such a system would remain fundamentally democratic.

Il ne . s'agit ici, mesdames et messieurs, en
aucune fagon de rompre avec le principe qui

est aujourd'hui la base de toutes nos
institutions: le suffrage universel: Il

s'agit au contraire de substituer & l'irrespon-
sabilit& d'un suffrage universel inorganisé,

un suffrage universel organique; il s'agit au
contraire d'assurer ''le gouvernement du peuple
par le peuple'" de la facon la plus sire et la
plus directe.24 @

i

While Gouin advocated reforming the pafliaﬁentary system along

these corporatist lines, he insisted that he would oppose any

tendencies towards a corporatist dictatorship:
Car quoi.que 1l'on pense etquoigu'on dise en

certains milieux, je suis aussi ennemi de la
dictature que du parlementarisme outrancier...

25

While it is unclear how exactly Gouin's proposed reformation of -
the Legislative Assembly would operate, it is obvious that Gouin,
unlike Hamel did not admire dictatorship.

The powers of the Labour Tribunal envisioned by Gouin
well illustrate the nature of the coréoratist system he advocated.
Before a strike or lockout could be declared, there would be
obligatory negotiations betygen the employer and workers. The
workers would be represented by a committee chosen by their
unions or by elected representatives if there was no union.

These negotiations 'would not remove the right to strike by the
union or lockout by the employer. If they failed, the two

disputing groups could present their case before the Labour

Tribune if they so wished. This Tribune would be composed of



35
elected delegétes from the provincial organizatiens of employers
and unions. It would serve as an arbitrator and offer a
solution to the dispute. However, the decision would not be

i

binding and either.the workers could continue the strike or the

26 viewed along these lines a corporatist

employer the lockout.
system would depend on mediation ratﬁer'than arbitration:
Neither*the state nor the corporations would have the authority
to impose solutions on employer-employee conflicts.

The types of corporatism proposed respectively by
Philippe Hamel and Paul Gouin diffefed sharply. Hamel, motivated
by his fear of social revolution, wanted to create a powerful
state which could arbitrate between the interest of compéting
social g:oups. Iﬁ Hamel's system the Corporative Council would
for all intent;iuzurposes usurp the role of the state and would
restore the social eguilibrium destroyed by unregulated
éapitalism. Hamel had no séecial attachmenﬁ to democratic
institutions. He envisioned the abandonment of parliamentary
democracy and i£s replacément by a Corporative Council composed
of delegates from the corporations. )

Paul Gouin on the other hand had a rather different
view of cdrporatism. The Corporative Council that he Wisﬁeq‘
to create would have an advisory rather than governing function.
He wished to create workers' and employers’' unions but, unlike

Hamel, did not want the Labour Tribune to impose final decisions

on their disputes. The parliamentary system, although modified
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in Céuin's proposals, would retain its democratic character.
Gouin was adamant in ﬁis opposition® to the idea of éstablishing
any form of did%atorship in Quebec. .

" Both Hamel and Gouiﬁ.agreed on the general goals tﬁat
the corporatist social’order.should achieve. Generally they
believed that it would create class harmogy,and preserve
traditional religious values. They both considered it necessary
to control the trusts and to protect workers from undue exploita-
tion. They attackéd the‘laissez—faire economic theories which
encouréged Quebec's elite to abandon its responsibility to the
lower classes and engage in selfish attempts to increase its‘
wealth., They hoped that the moral reform of the French-Canadian
elite, necessary to combat "socialegotism'fand to establish

corporatism, could be broudhtaboutby education campaign§.27
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CHAPTER IIT

THE PARTI NATIONAL

When the.political victory of Auguét 1936 brought the
Union Natioﬁale to power, Maurice Duplessis, as leader of the
party had a large political debt to.pax to Philippe Hamel. The
latter had publicly denied Paul Gouin's assertion that he had
used tﬁe A.L.N. to plaster over the Conservative Party. It
seemed evident that Duplessis would appoiﬁt him to a cabinet
position.
| Several days after the election victory, Dr. Hamel had
an interview with Duplessis. At this meeting, in Trois—-Riviéres,
the'new Premier suggested that Hamel-becomé the Speaker of the

Assembly. Since this post would give him no political power
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and would terminate his active attack on the electric companies,
Hamel refused. His colleagueg Erﬁest Grégoire, theMayor: of
. Québec City woula not take a cabinet post unless Hahel'was
given one_.l Duplessis then foered to create an electricity
commission of which Hamel was to be president; but unfortunately
it would not have sufficient powers to nationalize Beauharnois,
a large electric company in the province.2 Conséquently,
Hamel aeclined thié offer. This was a betrayal, Hamel felt, of
\Duplessis‘ written promise to carry out an attack on the
privileges of the electric companies.3

Oscar Drouin was the only former A.L.N. membér to whom
Duplessis gave a cabinet post. The rest of the ministers were
former Conservative Party members:A--Grégoire warned Duplessis
that he would regret excluding Hamel from the cabinet.5 fﬁe
dissatisfaction with the Duplessis cabinet over the betrayal of
the promises to fight the trusts, came to a head in a boisterous
meeting at Palais Montcalm in Quebec City on thé night of the
26th of Aﬁgust,-1936. Ernest Grégoire claimed that 5,000 to
6,000 peoplé attended the assembly.6 René& Chaloult, the newly
elected member from Kamouraska, asserted that Hamel had used
his great authority to prevent the crowd from rioting. Even so,
some members of the meeting caused a disturbance at Chateau
Frontenac where Duplessis was living; they dispersed only on
the insistence of René& Chaloult who was following the instructions

given by Hamel.7
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René Chaloult® and Abb& Groulx® were disappointed in

their hopes that ﬂamel would attempt to supplant Duplessis as
leader of the Union Nationale. But Hamel told Groulx that at

least Duplessis would be an improvement on the Taschereau

régime.lO And later, in response to the ambitious Throne Speech

of Duplessis' government, he declared that he would remain loyal
to the government if it seriously attempted to apply the ideas

ll The reformist

-of RerumINovarum and Quadragesimo Anno.
rhetoric of the Throne Speech ?ooled the agitation of Hamel and
his followers.

Hamel remained in this comparitivly tranquil mood
throughout the rest of 1936. His stance a}lowed Duplessis time
to consolidate his infiuence among the former A.L.N. members;
but by February 1937, Hamel began to realize that Duplessis '
had no intention of implementing the A.L.N. programme. At this
time, Oscar Drouin, the only former A.L.N. member to receive a
cabinet post, resigned. He claimed that qulesgis had blocked
his attempts to create a proviﬂcial hyéro-electric company to
rival the English-dominated electricity trusts.l2 By now,
Drouin was not the only rebel banned from the Union Nationale
caucus; Hamel, Grégoire and Chaloult were also kept out.13

About Duplessis, Chaloult declared: "Iln'a rien,

absolument rien, de national ."14

He now revived his old idea
of replacing Duplessis by Hamel. Surely, members of the Union

Nationale would rally to Hamel and reject Duplessis. ''Notre
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parti va le bouter dehors", he proclaimed.15
| Hamel and his followers, taking thg offensive, organized

a huge rally in Quebec City on March l,,1§37.' Le Devoir repor;ed
lO,OOOIpeople in attendance.16 While addressing the‘crowd, E,
Grégoire maintained that Duplessis.would soon be forced from
power. René Chaloult denounced the U.N. premiér bécause:

Lui, le chef d'un gouvernément national, il a

pris dans son cabinet trois ministres de langue

‘anglaise...l7 -
Other speakers péaised Hamel and criticized Duplessis' failure
to battle the trusts.

During the rally, Odilion C(Cliche, the Mayor of
St. joseph de Beauce, asked Hamel to present a candidate in
the by-election which was about to take place in La Beauce.18
Dr. Hamel_decided to take this opportunity to test the popularity
of his ideas. Unfortunately, Vital Cliche, a former A.L.N.
candidate for La Beauce and proté&gé& of the powerful Edouard
Lacroix, refused to sign a document pledging allegiande to Hamel.
Consequently, Hamel chose another candidaté, Wilfrid Doyon.19
This tactical error split thé anti-Duplessis vote. Wilfrid
Doyon trailed last while Duplessis' candidate, Emile Perron, was
successful. |

While Wilfrid Doyon was relatively successful in the
town, the rural areas were not receptive to Hamel's ideas.20
This probably reflects the fact that in rural La Beauce, economic

nationalism and the attack on the electricity trust were minor

issues since there was little electricity and few English
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~capitalists. 'Neverthéless, sucﬁ a defigat in a rural area was a
rude shock to a group which placed it}'\opes forla future Quebec
on the renaissance of agricultural life. | .
While the campaign in La Béauce‘was getting under way,
Hamel led the attack on Fhe Duplessis government in the Legisla-
tive Assembly on March 10, 1937. During his reply to the Throne
?peech he concentrated on Duélessis' repudiation of the written
promise to create a provincial electric company to rival those
of the private sector. He accused Duplessis of being financed
and manipulated by the trusts. Pointing to social and economic
abuses which the government had done nothing to correct, Hamel_
asked whether Duplessié would have '"laméme indulgence pour les
puissants Que celle du gouvernemené Taschereau?"21
Drawing inspiration ffom his corporatist ideology, Hamel

decried the abuses of modern finance and capitalism.' While he
praised those capitalists who used their wealth for the benefit
of society, Hamel denounced those who had obtdined their wealth
by robbing workers of their wages. He called their riches
"fortunes de malddiction, fortunes qui préparent les ruées
sanglantes et ffaﬁrigides quand 1'Etat trop faible leur permet

de grossir sans fin."22

Workers throughout the province were
underpaid and could barely survive on their wages. Their
employers, especially in the textile industry, continued to

refuse to allow them to organize unions. If allowed to continue,

such a state of affairs would nourish the " spectre abominable .
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: . 23
du communisme

At the same time, Hamel did not forget the countryside.

Viewing the farmer as the bastion of traditional morality and a

bulwark against communism, he called agriculture ''le champ

d'action d'ol nous attendons le salut"'.'24 He demanded higher

prices for farm produce as well as the creation of agricultural
colleges. Rural colonization and, in fact, rural renaissance
in general would make a major contribution to solve the economic

‘crisis.25

But all such reforms were conditional on destroying the
elec;ricity trust. Hamel insisted that agriculture could nots

modernize the farm, nor could the amenities of modern life be

brought to it, until the electricity trust had been des’troyed..?'6

In general the main villain for Hamel was the electricity trust.
He blamed all the ills of sociefy on it:

Devencons maitres du probléme hydro-&lectrique
pour attirer des grandes industries chez nous;
permettre le développement de la petite industrie;
faciliter l'accroissement du pouvoir d'achat du
peuple par la hausse des salaires et diminuer le
chdmage; électrifier intensivement nos campagnes
poudr le rel&vement de l'agriculture et l'améliora-
tion des conditions de vie sur une ferme; former
une saine opinion par 1l'épuration d'une presse
aujourd'hui stipendiée; obtenir un crédit plus
facile par la libé&ration de nos institutions
bancaires de l'influence tyrannigque de ce trust;
mettre fin aux maux de supers%pitalisme, afin
d'éviter ceux du communisme. \

Hamel saw electricity as the key force in society and was
alarmed that this power was in the hands a small group of

English—Canadiaﬁ'financial barons. Only when tiis source of
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nergy‘was cdnt:olled by the state, might. society be refprmgd
aléng corporatist lines. Without such government owpership,
Quebec would continue to be dominated by a small grdup of men
whose abﬁse of the capitalist syétem would lead to social ﬁ
revolution. -

During the Beauéé by-election Hamel had reason to

believe that he had clerical support. One corresponéent

28
asserted that '"le clergé est presque unanime pour vous approuver'"

Of the names of important financial contributors to Doyon's
by-election fund, eight out of twenty could be identified as
'briests. One was the Superior of the Seminary of St. Victor de

Tring in La Beauce.29 Similarly, the clerical newspaper

Action Catholique gave. thinly veiled support to Hamel's attacks

on Duples'sis.30

But by the late spring of 1937, Cardinal Villeneuve
began to restrain the ardour of many clerical nationalists for
Hamel's crusade for social reform. He was perhaps influenced
By the Premier and members of his government. Duplessis
suggestéd that Hamel's attacks on established author;ty revealed

31 Shortly after the La Beauce b&—eLection,

communist tendencies.
Cardinal Villeneuve decided that these attacks by the official
church newspaper on the government had gone far enough. The

editors of Action Catholique were told:

En ce qui concerne la situation actuelle,
j'estime que 1'Action Catholique ne doit
pas, pour son compte, travailler & renver—
ser le Gouvernement élu regullerement quoi
qu'en pensent tels ou tels hommes publiques.

J——

N
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Qu'on se souvienne que la dictature vaut
encore mieux Que dla. révolution...32

When he realized that clerical éupport for him was wavering,
Hamel declared tﬁat if the ecclésiégtical authorities told him

that his cause was not a good'one, then he would withdraw from

politics,33

Hamel eventually became frustrated by Cardinal Villeneuve's
alliance with Duplessis. During the Eucharistic Congress in
~
. v . C
Quebec City during the summer of 1938, Duplessis wds congrat-
ulated by Cardinal Villeneuve for his devotion.34 Hamel
. complained to a friend:
Il est manifeste gue monsieur Duplessis '
coule, et il est aussi manifeste que ﬁ .
1l'épiscopat le reflue malhabilement... I1 .
est déplorable aussi de voir nos sommités '
religieuses accepter tous les cadeaux qui
viennent de la dictature &conomique et la
citer en exemple ni plus ni moins & toute
la population.3
By l938,-thé_Church hierarchy had moved some distance from its

_support of the Programme de Restauration Sociale. The frustrated

Hamel wrote to the Cardinal warning that the Church would only

survive if it adopted a reformist position:

) Les pyissants aiment i dissimuler leurs
coffres-forts derriére les autels> 1Ils
savent l'Eglise une force capable de .
contenir longtemps l'exaspération des - .
masses,  Par intérét, ils se font de cette

' Mére leur ajliée, et les prolétaires aigris
accusent cette derniére de plus en plus de
protéger le capitalisme hdénni, alors qu'Elle
veut surtout la protection du capital 36
véritable: l'é&pargne, le fruit du travail.
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D¥. Hamel told the Cardinal that should the Church not ‘attack
the concentration of wealth in spciet&,-a cdmmunist revolution

would not be long in coming; the members of the elite would be

"impitoyablément fauchés par ia’.révolution”-.37 The Spanish

., ‘
Civil war illustrated the dangers that lay in wait for Quebec.

Evidently, the £ardinal did not share Hamel's fears. Although

disappointed, Hamel nevertheless resolved to remain "un fils

respectueux et soumis & l'Eglise'catholique".38

Meanwhile Hamel had acquired a poWerful new ally in the
person of'Oscqg Drouin. Tbis former minister had lent his
prestige to Hamel'g cause gy campaigning actively in Lé“Beauce
in suppert of Doyon. He had denouncea Du%lessis'_alliance with

the English—Cahadian,trusts. During his reply to Duplessis' -

Throne Speech, Droujiw adserted:.
Il /Duplessis/ sait pjurtant que les

. compagnies du trust ne se servent que
des maisons anglaises pour leur finance,
que leurs techniciens, leurs experts ne
sont que des Anglais. Quand une de ces
compagnies a besoin d'un médecin, c'est
un médecin anglais qu'elle choisit. Si
les Canadiens frangais veulent occuper -

~la place qui leur est .due, c'est par
1"étatisati. qu'ils l'auront, 'pas
autrement. ‘

Drouin alleged that although French Canadians had been educated
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Drouin_wag,&f;;hgazh more willing to use the state to
nationalizé the exploitation of natural resources than Hameli
was. The 1a£te£ feared that if industries, other than the
electric igmpanies werenétibnalize& the dangers of socialism

and collectivisﬁ would increase. By contrast; Drouin wished
“the government to take over the mines to break the trusts and
41

help French Canadians control industries.

At the end of June 1937, théACongrés de la Langue

'Francaise was held in Quebec City. At this congresgs Abbé
Grou;x made an| extraordinarily fervent speech. So enthusiastic

were Hamel, Drouin and Chaloult that they decided to set up

the Parti National.42 Founded oh Juneb26, 1937, Jfollowing

Groulx's speach, the Parti National had-five members in the
Legislative Assembly: Dr. Hamel, O. Drouin, E. Grégoire,
R..Chaloult and Dr. A. Marcoux.43 This was an encouraging
;tart, since the Liberal Paxrty had onlyAninelmore members in
the Asseﬁbly than the Parti National. In addition, the party

began publishing its own newspaper: L'Ere Nouvelle.??

g In a radio speech shortly after the foundation of. the

Parti National , Drouin explained why a new party was necessary.
Following the Union Nationale's election victory in 1936 he had
fbught to have ﬁamel included in the cabinet. -

\ Je lui représentais gu'un gouvernement national

ne pouvait réellement étre national sans y inclure
le docteur Hamel,...45 ‘
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But Duplessis had failed to provide '‘un gouvernement réellement
" national', instead '‘nous avons un gouvernment antinational, je
le répdte, un véritable gouvernement de désunion national‘e."46

Drouin éxplained that:

Nous du parti national, nous‘proclamons que

notre doctrine pro-canadienne-francaise doif

etre unie, rivée, soudée au corporatisme...
It would seem that for many of Hamel's followers, to be a French-
Canadian nationalist was to support social reform.

Duplessis' rural reforms and colonization schemes had
made him invulnerable from attack by members of the Parti

National on this flank. However, unions had been infuriated

by Bills 19 and 20 passed by Duplessis. The Loi des contrats

collectifs allowed the.goVernment to reduce wages won by workers

tﬁrough collective bargaining. The Loi des salaires raisonnables

set minimum wages lower than.the level which could be obtained
by collective bargaining. Since DUpiegsis' sympathies lay with
employers rather than with eﬁployees, the arbitration boards
created by this legislation were used to prevent union gaiﬁs.48
Although as corporatists, the adherents of the Parti
Naﬁional wished to see mediating boards between capitalists'’
and workers' interests, tgéyfcomplained that there was no
worker representation on the arbitration committees.49 They
rejected Duplessis’ claim that he was creating corporatist

arbitration boards. In fact, he was uﬁdermining unions, the

building blocks of the corporatist system.5q They branded the
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U.N. Premier the '"Assassin des contrats collectifs.“51
Hamel toured the province on behalf of the Parti
National, trying to make political capital out of the industrial

52A Organized by thé

strife which had erupted on August 2, 1937.
Catholic syndicates,'thousandé of workers at the Dominion Textile
and Montreal Cotton Company plants went on strike and demanded
higher wages and a‘uhion contract. Df. Hamel condemned the
gxploitatibn of the workers in the textile mills:

...,l‘oﬁvgier des textiles n'est pas traité

comme un etre humain mais comme un numéro

correspondant '3 une machine.33
At a rally in St. Jean Dechailloens, attendéd‘by several thousand
.people, Hamel assailed Duplessis for opposing collective‘contracts
and the closed shop principle (atelier fermé).54 He observed
that in neighbouring Ontario, the textile workers were bettér

paid as well as having union rights recognized.55 Citing the

Commission Royale_sur l'industries textile, Hamel noted that the

industry had uééd the economic depression as an excuse to lower
wages even thoﬁéh its profits had not deciZ;;gx Such abuses
~undermined a capitalist's right to be master of His business.
Unless the industry reformed, state intervention would become
necessary.56

By defending the textile workers, Hamel claimed that he
was attacking not only abusive capitalism but communism as well,

The aim of the Parti National was to fight. the root causes of

communist disorder by supporting all elements helping to create
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social stability. iSpeaking of the textile workers, Hamel said:

Vous étes un é€lément sain, un élément 4'cordre,
qui tient le communisme en horreur. Votre
gréve devient une lutte contre lé désordre et
le pire ferment pour les idées subversives: le.
capital abusif, le capital sans coeur. '

Hamel's corporatist ideology led him to attack both ' inhuman"
capitalism as well as communism;

v At the -same time, Hamel's colleagues were attacking
Duplessis for helping BEnglish-Canadian capitalists figﬁt

French-Canadian unions. Ernest Gré&goire contended that Duplessis

58

had turned his back on his "race'"”", while Oscar Drouin proteéted:

~C'est la trahison d'un chef de gouvernement
qui livre ainsi toutes les forces . sociales
de sa race 3 l'oligarchie.financié&re anglaise
et américaine de cette province.

For many members of the Parti National, the defence of the Labour

+

movement was eritwined with the preservation of French Canada.
On the 25th of August 1937, Cardinal Villeneuve intervened

and proposed mediation between striking textile workers and their

employers.60 He persuaded the workers to go back to work with no

wage increases and no union contract. But he hoped to reconcile
the two conflicting groupé. THe Parti National quickly cancelled
a rally in Drummondville after Hamel received a letter from the

Cardinal asking thét agitation be stopped. Hamel thought that

his activities were being censured; so he temporarily withdrew "

61

from public life. Although it appears that Ham&Lwasd;spleased

with the imposed solution to the textile strike, he refused to
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exploit worker discontent, fearing the Cardinal's disapproval.62
Affirming his submission to the wisg?m of ecclesiastical
authority, Hamel problaimed: )

‘ ./ .

Si nous n'avions pas le Cardinal et la hierarchi®

ecclésiastique pour aider le peugle d endurer ce

qu'il endure, il y a longtemps que tout aurait sau-

t&. Si jamais nous avons l'ordre dans la province,

nous le devons 3 notre clergé, nous le devons & la

presse catholique, & l'Action Catholique.63
This crisis caused the Parti National to cease its activities
until October 1937. It was hardly a very auspicious beginning
for a new party.’

The parti National recommenced its activities on Octocber
2,'1937,64 after Hamel had become convinced that the Cardinal
had not condemned his role in the textile strike. An attempt
was made to organize support in Montredl, an area with which the
Parti National had hitherto little contact. Oscar Drouin,

-

acting on Hamel's orders, tried to persuade Paul Gbuin to help.65
Unfoftunately for the Parti National, Gouin's hostility to those
who had repudiated him after his break with Duplessis had not
ébated. Gouin refused to‘attena the rally organized by the
Parti National. Nevertheless, his name was widely applauded
whenever it was mentioned during that rally.66 Support for the
Parti Natignal in Montreal remained marginal; it never managed
to expand be?ond its Quebec City base.

- During January and February 1938, the Parti National

_faced a crisis wﬂicﬁ brought about its temporary demise as a
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political force. Ernest Grégoire{ a key party member and loyal
supporter of-Hémel, faced a serious challenge to his position
as mayor of Quebec City. He had won in 1934 and.had been
re-elected in 1936. His'municipallvictories haa given Hamel
politicai credibility, something of which the Parti National
was in great need in earl§'1938.

fAt first it seemed he would have little trouble; but an
alliance of Liberal and Union Nationale forces behind the Liberal,
Lucien Borne, finally put Gré&goire on the defensive-.s7 The Parti
ﬁational feared that the defeat of Gré&goire would bring about its

collapse.68

Consequently, the election was hotly contested.
Duplessis no doubt felt that the electionfof a Liberal mayor was
a -small price to pay for the eliminatiqn<1fa party which continued
to denounée him as being "anti—national". The Liberal and Union
Nationale forces put half the lawyers in Quebec City to work full
time for Lucien Borne.69

Compounding Grégoire's proktlems was the fact that he had
alienated the English and Irish-Canadian vote by refusing to
build new schools for Irish Canadians.70 Some French Canmadians
had geen pleased with this stance. Paul Bouchard, editor of
La« Nation, asserted that ''son attitude &nergique contre les
Iriandais lui vaut .de nombreuses adhésions".71 However, now
this policy worked against Grégoire's re-election. The Montreal
Star pointed out that there were 4,000 English-speaking electors

who had been alienated by Grégoire's stance.72 His supporters
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lamented that the "racecry"was being effectively used against

them.?3

Ernest Grégoire reéeived‘support from 10,000 electors
against the combined Union Nationale and Liberal vote of 15,000
for Borne.74 To make matters worse, Dr. Hamel and Oscar Drouin's
constituencies were within areas of the city which had voted

75 Chances for the survival of the

strongly for Lucien Borne.
Parti National abpeared dim.

Dr. Hamel was discouraged by Grégoire's defeat, since he
felt that the election had been stolen from the people by lawyerg§
"Notre €lite ne joue pas son rdle'", he lamented and predicted
social upheaval.77 Writing to René& Chaloult who was vacationing
in Florida, Hamel admitted:

' ' Je me demande souvent s'il y a.moyen de sauver

notre peuple autrement que par une &volution
rapide vers la dictature de droite.78

he defeat of his forces in the municipal election's temporarily
tered Hamél's belief that the democratic system provided the
means for successfully opposing the trusts and averting communism.
The defeat of Grégoire dealt a decisive blow to the Parti
National. Grégoire eventually left the party and Oscar Drouin
réjoined the Liberals. Many of the rank and file members
subsequently rallied to Paul Gouin when he revived the A.L.N.
during the summer of 1938. -Hamel retired to private life while

his party slowly disintegrated.79
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-The Parti National's appeal had been hampered by the

& R _
charge that it was a racist pargyvj The speeches of many of

‘ i . ' 80
its members gave it the reputation of being '"ultra Nationalist".

During October 1937, Dr. Hamel had found it necessary to make

it clear that he wished to destroy the trusts, not the English

Canadians: o R

Nous cqmbattons les trustards, peu nous
"importe leur nationalité&. WNos plus grands
ennemis, ne l'oublions pas, ceux qui nous
ont fait du mal, ce sont les ndotres, nos

chefs canadiens-francgais.8l

Hamel told the audience at the Montreal rally that Frend-
Canadians had to follow Abbé& Groulx's advice: "A nous

de prendre notre place, ce qui n'est pas prendre celles des

82

autres' . Oscar Drouin, who had been vocal in his espousal

of economic nationalism, told his ahdience that they must

advocate '"healthy nationalism', 83 and not engage in excesses

which might lead to a race war. He rejected the racial

nationalism of Germany, Italy and other totalitarian nations.84

' Nevertheless, articles in the party newspaper, written by minor

party members, continued to denounce the control of the économy

by the English, Americans and Jews.85

There was another charge however which only one member
of the Parti National took'pains.to deny. As one critic said,

the Hamel group represented the ''radical wing' of the nation-

2list movement which was ''strongly tinged with fascism and

. . 86 s .
clericalism" . Jean Charles Harvey was much more precise in
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his denunciation of the authoritarian tendencies in the Parti
National:
Grégoire, Chaloult et Hamel sont des fascistes

avoués cependant qu'Oscar Drou:mlest intégrale-
ment opposé 3 la dictature...87 ‘

It was true that, while he reaffirmed his belief in corporatism,
Oscar Drouin meintained he was not a fascist, extreme nationalist
nor a separatist. He declared that fascism was no better than
communism since it Elso_represented a system of legalized terror
and dictatorship. He reiterated his support for democracy.88

On the other hand, Philippe Hamel, even though claiming
not to be an outright fascist, did not deny that he looked upon
fascism with a benevolent eye. In response to critiques of his
authoritarian tendencies, he told a cheering crowd of supporters
on December 16, 1937:

Je n'ai pas peur du fascisme autant que du

communisme parce gue je sais qu'il sauve les

pays d'Burope. Si demain je voyais le

communisme nous envahir, je ferai appel a

n'importe quelle force de droit€ pour nous

sauver.
Although Hamel did not espouse fascism directly, he had definite
authoritarian tendencies. He considered the anti-fascist leagues
to be agents of communism.90 Fear of communism and social
revolution led him to endorse Duplessis' Padlock Law and to

demand the suppression of the communist newspaper, Clarté.91



57

Months later, in May 1938, when the tensions_betwgén

Drouin and Hamel had widened into a rift, the former wrote to
Gouin explaining the probiems within the reformist movement.
Drouin had become worried about the rise of fascism in the
world and in Quebec. He wrote:

Il y a une chose aussi que je ne saurais

accepter, c'est toute tendance quelcongque

au fascisme. Je ne ferai partie d'aucun

groupe qui, directement ou indirectement,

encouragerait ou aurait de la ;ondescendance

envers cette “"doctrine'" ou ses organisatioens.
Such sentiments probably forced Drouin slowly to separate him-
self from the other members of the P tti National.

The decline of Philippe Hamel as a pofitical leader

: e .

left the' field open for the other reformer, Paul Gouin. Hamel

e

sank into political.ogpi;?iiy until the provincial election of
: A

1939 when he threw hislenérgiesin+bthe fight against Duplessis.

The loss of clerical support and Grégoire's defeat seems to

have drained Hamel's passibn for his political crusade against

the trusts ahd.for the improvement of the conditions of the

working man.
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CHAPTER IV

THE REVIVAL.FF THE A.L.N.
4

After Paul Gouin broké with Duplessis in June 1936,
he bhecame politically isélated. Af first he had intended to
lead thg A.ﬁ;N. in the)provincial election against both the
Liberal Party and Duplessis' Union Nationale.® But Philippe
Hamel and his Quebec City followers, by declaring thqi; loyalty
thMaurice Dupleséis and by criticizing Paul Gouin dufing'the
summer of 1936, had effectively undermined the latter's attacks
on Duplessis. The preference of the vast majority of A.L.N. |
elected members for Duplessis, as their leader, left Paul Gouin
with only a handf%l of supporters. With the election date set

for only two months away, Paul Gouin had neither the time,

\(‘
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.
money nor the political crediﬁility to build an alternative to
Duplessis.
| Consequently} rather than present candidates in the
election, Gouin announced his intention of beginning a national
educatioﬁ.campaign to prepare the ground for future reforms.
He argqued tﬁat tﬁe main_aim'of the A.L.N. had been to destroy.
Taschereau's dictatorship. Since Taschereau had now resigned,.
it was now necessary to prepare thé basis for an uncorrﬁpt;ble
party of refSrm. Indeed, in the present atmosphere it would be.
dangerous té attempt to pursue reformist aims in the political
arena.2

Gouin had founded the ‘newspaper La Province in April
3

1935 to propagate the ideas of the A.L.N. It now served as
the principal wehicle of the national education campaign.

Formerly it had been subtitled Organe d4'Action Libérale

Nationale. 1In February 1937, it was changed to Organe d'Action

Canadienne-francaise, thereby honouring Abbé& Groulx's nationalist °

movement of the 1920's. The newspaper devoted less and less
space to political.issués. Most articles dealt with nationalist,
"artistic, literary or historical subjects. The editorials
r
maihtained that politics was not as important as the campaign
for national education.4
The central theme of Paul Gouin's national eﬁucation

campaign was the need for French Canadians to be aware of and

to protect their cultural heritage. During the summer of 1936,
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Gouin denounced both thé Liberal Party and the Union Nationale
because they failed to heed Abb& Groulx's.,warnings of the dangers
inherent in the coming industrial order. Gouin proclaimed:
Ni M. Godbout, ni M. Duplessis n'ont
manifesté& un véritable esprit national:
. ni l'un ni l'autre n'a osé faire sienne
" la doctrine de 1'Abbé& Groulx, qui seule,
peut assurer la survivance nationale et
économique des notres.
Both the Union Naticnale and the Liberal Party were financed:
1
by English trusts, he asserted, and were therefore incapable

of attacking them.6 When Hamel was excluded from the cabinet,

La Prévince was quick to point out that Gouin's followers had

'wafned him that Duplessis would not carry out pro-French-
Caﬁadian reforms, would not nationalize the Beauharnois Power
Company and would give éabinet posts to English.Canadians.7
French Canadians should therefore follow ﬁpbé”Groulx's advice
and be vigilant in the protection of their own interests.

Paul Gouin proposed that the traditional Prench-

A

Canadian pdarish with its Catholic values should be the basis
oh which a new society could be created. Critici%ing.those
who wished to abandon traditional social structurés to combat
‘the economic crisisﬂ Paul Gouin said:

...ce n'est pas comme certains esprits
veulent nous le faire croire, en nous
€loignant de 1'&glise, du presbytére, de
l1'école, en nous éloignant de la paroisse,

gue nous résisterons 3 ces attaques. Bien

au contraire. La forteresse qui a résisté
aux assauts du passé peut et doit encore

nous sauver. Pour cela, il faut nous y
retrancher; pour cela, comme je disais tantot,



. il faut la rendre plus forte, la moderniser
dans l¢ bon sens du mot afin qu'elle puisse
résister aux armes nouvelles dont se servent
nos adversaires.8
By revitalizing this time-honoured community, French Canada
would surmount the problems facing it. - The Catholic Church

was naturally to play an important role in creating this

renewed society. Paul Gouin declared ''nousn'aurions jamais

"trop de ces prétres é&clairés qui savent étre des chefs non

seulement spirituels mais aussi_tempore']:s"9 The doctrine which

Gouin felt was necessary to save French Canada was in tune with

—

v

the corporatist ideology propounded Ly Catholic thinkers.

Paul Gouin criticized the theory of the English and
Ffench-Canadian "honne entente" adopted by Duplessis as well as
the Liberal Party:

...tout le monde admet l'opportunité

pourvu qu'elle soit le fruit des con-
cessions réciproques et non unilatérales,
pourvu, aussi, qu'elle repose sur 1'8galité
8conomique, sociale et golitique des deux
parties contractantes.l

In thé néantnw, the correct policy should not be anti-Jewish
or anti-English but should rather be aimed at obtaining for
French- Canadians th;I;\%ust social position. It was the middle
road between "bonne—ententisme' and ''séparatisme' which he
wished to follow:

En d'autres termes, plutdt gue de nous ;

poser en ennemis irré&ductibles des Anglais

ou de nous aplatir devant eux & propos de
tout et 3 propos de rien, avant de nous
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prononcer pour ou contre le maintien de

la Confé&dération, nous croyons plus sage a
de continuer 3 é&laborer une politique
canadienne-francaise aussi compléte que

_possible...
This attitude was at the base of the national education campaign
and was an important thread running through the reforms that
Gouin would later propose.
At a mass rally at Assomption in August 1937, Paul
Gouin linked the concentration of wealth in society with the
foreign domination of French Canada.
Nous avons donc d'un coté quelques
individus, des é&trangers pour la
plupart, qui jouissent d'une richesse,
d'une prospérité inouies. De l'autre
cOté, nous avons toute une population,
des milliers et des milliers de person-

nes qui gémissent dans l'esclavage et
aussi, souvent dans la misére.l2

He proposed that wealth, industry and population be decentralized.

The establishment of small rural industries could be used to
create more employment and to better distribute the profits
created by industry. Gouin attacked.the abuses of the. capitalist
system but did not wish to destroy it. At this time, Gouin did
not even declare himself in favour of.nationalizing the electri-

13
city trust but simply stated that the problem should be studied.

He sought to '"decentralize' the profits from the capitalist
system away from a largely non-French Canadian elite.

But in concentrating on the nationalist theme, Gouin

was in danger of alienating some of his supporters. One outraged
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subscriber to La Province wrote:

J'al toujours admiré votre lutte pour

le reldvement &conomique et social de
notre provinceg ainsi que 1l'&puration

des moeurs éliﬁ}orales.J.Malheureusement
vous. préconise® maintenant un nationalisme
outré que je n'approuve pas et qui ne sau-
rait étre apprécié par ceux qui on suivi
les événements depuis un quart de sigcle.

Anothe{ subscriber pointed out that nationalism had incessantly
.provokéa conflicts between nations and.had often been the tool
of dictators.-15 Although probably only a small minority of
Paul Gouin's reformist liberals were so‘opposed to the nation- .

alist theme that they cancelled their subscriptions to’

La Province, he had to be careful lest too many of his supporters

be alienated.

Gouin, who defined himself as an “autonomiste
déceptralisateur",opposed the conclusions of fhe Rowell-Sirois
Commission which suggested the expansion of the_federal govern-—
ment's powers. His attacks on the Liberal feaeral government
in Ottawa, however, caused two of the founding members of the
A.L.N. to resign and to rejoin the Liberal Party. During the E
disastrous summer of 1936, Fred Monk and Roger Ouimet had
" remained loyal to Paul Gouiﬁ and, by their déhunciations of
Duplessis, had helped to keep the decimated A.L.N. alive. * But
Monk left the party in the summer of 1937, and Roger Ouimet,
who opposed the focus upon the nationalist theme,17 gquit in
early 1938. 1In Ouimet's letter of resignation, he explained

that he felt that.the A.L.N. should have retained its reformist

liberal stance and not have abandoned the Li?%fal Party. He
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claimed that Gouin's movement had changed since the spring of

1937. Although he liked articles in La Province criticizing

Duplessis, he felt the newspaper should not have attacked the
federal govérnment as it had been doing in the preceding

months.18 Obviously Gouin's encouragement of the "esprit

L] L

nafional" as defined by AQbé Groulx was not acceptable to many

former ;iberals who had helped found thé A.L.N. |
Meanwhile the Liberal Paéty was disoriented because

of its defeat in the eléction of 1936, in which it ﬁad won

only 14 seats. Adélard debouﬁ, the succes#or tolAlexandre

Taschereau, héd even beeﬁ defeated. Thé party seemed weak in

face of the Union .Nationale's 76 seats. Even the Parti National

had 5.seats. Yet the Liberal Party was sE;onger than it

appeared; after all it had received 4W& of the voEé.lg

The L;berals now set about winning back former, A.LLN.
members.‘ Party organizers hoped that by reforming the ;:éfgﬁh{
and‘by reabsorbing the elements which had followed Paul>Gouin
into opposition, they could become strong enough to defeat
Duplessis. Edouard Lacroix and Fred Monk spoke for those
former A.L.N. members interested in returning to the Liberal
fol@. Negotiations were made easier by the fact that under
their temporary leader, T.D. Bouchard, the Liberal Pafty had
adopted a more reformist stance.20 |

The Liberal convention of June 1938 did much té win

back the former A.L.N. defectors. The presence of such reformers



as C;rdin, Power and Rinfret at the\convention was reassuring.
For tﬁe first time women delegates partiﬁipqted in a Libera;
Party convention. Some meﬁbers from Quebec's international
uniéns also were present at the convention; the Liberal Party
had opposed Duplessis' anti-labour laws.21
Paul Gouin refused to attend the Liberal Party

convention as long as the "vieille gang' of Liberal leaders
controlled the organizational committees and remained in power.
Accordipg to Gouin, such leading personalities as Bouchard and
Godbout would block any attempts by the partf}to coﬁbat the
trusts.22 ‘Insteaa he decided to organize a cémpeting convention
at Sorel on July 23 and 24, 1938. Gouin ended his national
education campaign and returned to active polit.ics.23

' To broaden his support, Gouin attempted to forge an
alliaSZe with the Parti National. After Ernest Grégoire's
defeat in the municipal election of February 1938, it had been
seiéed by a defeatist paralysig.‘ Through the months of May
and June 1938, Gouin received reports that Philippe Hamel might
be unable tb preve?t a desertion of his followens to the Liberal
Party.24 And Oscar Drouin who had long attempted to unite the

25

A.L.N. and the Pért; National, was now suggesting that the

only way to achieve electoral victory‘was to make an alliancgn
with the Liberal Party. After all, neither the A.L.N. nor the

Parti National had the organization needed to win an election.26

-
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Gouin needed Hamel's Quebec City followers in the
Parti National in ordér to build 'up the A.L.N. wh;éh was

21 To win them

particularly weak in the.Quebec City region.
over he would have to move with determination. Péul Bouchard,
the nationalist editor of La Nation and former member of the
Parti National, worked closely with Gouin's Quebec City
organizer, Horace Philippon to adhieﬁe this aim. gouchard
reported that éaul Gouin's radio speech in which the Liberal
Party had been criticized and the Sorel Congress announcéﬁ, had
been well received by members of Ehe Parti National. And Hamel
was dichuraged and confused after Grégoire's defeat. Prompt
éction would win over many Parti National members and force

Hamel to accept a fait accomg;.i.28

During the month of June, Go&in started negotiations
with the leadershié of éhe Parti National. But the two leéders
soon quarrelled. Hamel insisted that Ernest Grégoire, who
refused to aﬁélogize for insulting Paul Gouin's father when

29 The leaders of the

Gouin prbke with Duplessis, be accepted.
Parti National also demanded that there be dual chiefs, oné fof
Montreal and one for Quebec City, as well as a guarantee that
the Parti Natiohal'would obtain.a.certain number of ministries

30

after the election. These conditions were unacceptable to

Paul Gouin.
Meanwhile Paul Bouchard's La Nation was urging members
-_— T B

of the Parti National to put the cause of French Canada ahead of
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party quarrels. Horace Philippon busily collected the signatures
of those members of the Parti National who promised to go to the

Sorel Congress. The success of these tactics can be judged by

. the fact that Horace Roy and J.N. ﬁadeau, two Quebec City

industrialisgs‘who had been key members of the Parti National,
défected to Gouin's convention.B% In the face of such desertions,
Hamel had no other choice but to wish Paul Gouin the greatest
possible success and to announce his temporary.retirement from
politics.3?
| Delegates to the Sorel Convention were elected at
meetings in‘various counties of Quebec.i Although organized by
individuals.who"had remained members of the A.L.N. after Gouin's
break with‘Duplessis, all groups wﬁo epﬁosed both major
politicél parties were invited to attend.33 Only the dissident
members of the Parti National, led by Horace Roy, were given
specia} represeﬁtation. Thirty delegates were alloted to this
group, ﬁo doubt as a concession to encourage them to attend the
conve.nticl)‘n.34 - )

The Soreljgongress, held on July 23 and 24, 1938, was
a great success for Paul Gouin. He Qas uncontestéd in his bid
for leadership 6f the convention. Le Soleil reported 656
delegates in attendance, while a crowd of 3, 000 gathered to

-

hear Paul Gouin's speech.35- The absorption of small groups

1136

such as Paul Bouchard's "mouvement autonomiste and members

of the Parti National, set the stage for the political revival

-

&
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. ration for doctors and dentists who treeted the poor,

'expre551on to the newer corporatlst tendencies. Under the

G

The resolutions adopted by the Sorel Congrese
demanded the hréak_up:of‘the trusts and the creation of
cohoperativest: The new manifesto whichuembodied these
resolutions, proposed-rural,‘coionizetion; fishery and

forestry reformsm: Rescluticons called for the abolrtion of

Duplessis' anti-labour laws. The manifesto demanded higher

welfare payment§ ﬁbr.the unéemployed, as well as public remune—

37

-

By adopting these resolutlons, the delegates, R

reafflrmed many of the A.L.N.'s former aims but also gave '

-

sectlon dealing’ with labour reforms as well as 1n that

dealing wrth rural reforms, the manifesto 1ns;sted upon:
,AssOcratlon profe551onnelle dans toutes les
‘classes de la soci&té& en gé&néral et chez les
.cultivateurs et les ouvriers en particulier, ]
en vug _d'en arriver a.l' organlsatlon corpora-"’

. - . M

Consequently, a resolutlon recommended thatcmﬁjectlve contracts
r's

between workers and employers bé created as a step towards
39

tive 38 ) - -

this goal: Another resolution emphasized.the importance of

_ creating an Economic,pouncil to help oriént the corporatiet

evolution of éociety.407 L

“

Paul‘Gouin-suffered political defeat only once during

the convention. This was on_tﬁe’subject of giving the vote to

&

™

J T ———
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wamen. Gouin and his chief lieutenant, Jean Martineau,

.intervened in a heated depate to indica;e their support for

women's right to vete. he latter pointed out that women
were as 1ntelligent as men and that men had no rlght to deprlve

4
41 Many delegates with a more eonservative,

them of .the vote.
view of women's role in socilety opposed this stand. They
complained that such a step would destroy men's authority'in

the home. They were probably supported by delegates from the

. Parti National. After all their newspaper, Ere Nouvelle, had

-corporatists and fasc1sts who wanted to. 1ead the pq?ple of

demanded that all women secretarles in the Parllament be fired -

in order to make way for young men who could not get jobs.‘ The

papef'had asserted that the women would be better off at home;42

}_ Finally, Horace Roy, leader of the Parti National delegates,

‘put an end to the debate.by proposing that tne_subject be put

to the women of Quebeb in a proﬁincial referenddh.43 -

S : ‘ o2

InEerpretatiens bylobservers of the'nature of he'
Sorel Congress varied from a denunciation of'what was eéé:has
a reunion.of reactioneiies to critiecism of the ref;rmist 1ibera;
nature of the convention. T.D. ﬁouchar?, house leader, ef the

-

Liberal Party,‘held the former view He'asserted that

44

I~

Quebec back to the darkness of the Middle Ages had met at Sorel.

Another Liberal, Jean-Charles Harvey, admltted the presence of

~ . L4

some gpod'members such.as Jean Martineau, but claimed that

fanatical elements had dominated the convention. He denounced

-
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one group in particular for passing a;resolutiqn45 which would
force Protestants to abstain from doing busirness on all
Catholiec holidays. Despite Gouin's wishes, his cdngress had

attracted "les débris d'_u fascisme™ and "1l'extréme droite

46 47

racista", The adhesion of Paul Bouchard's La Nation group

as well as the presence of Joseph Menard, editor jﬁffhe Fascist
Party néwspaper,48 led credibility toISuch claims’

— On the other hand, sometpeople criticized the Sorel
Congress for retaining the_reformist~liberal_briéntation of the

A.L.N. A lengEhy article in Le Droit which Philippe Hamel found

49 maintained that the cpnvention did not create

a new nationalist party; rather the convention allowad the
A.L.N, to absorb other groups:

Le mouvement .Gouin a reconstitué& ses rangs
'la%issés aux trois-quarts vidé&s par 1'abandon

\v des libé&raux qui croyaient s'en servir pour
replidtrer le vieux parti lib&ral des Taschereau

et des Godbout. Le parti Gouin reste donc un

mouvement libé&ral quri fait de 1l'action nationale.

Il n'a pas eu le coi

transformation logique et se muer en parti

simplement national Il s'est fait - il est

vrai - une tentatix¥e en ce sens au congrés -

mais la trés grande majorité des délégués )

s'y est opposée fermement. , .

L

What Le Droit meant by "'ational" is/Tiot ite clear. Probably

‘it was a reference to the Chtholic and econo;;é nationalist.

-

pélicies defended pylthe Hamel group. If this is the case, then
the paper is corpéct in saying that the absorption of diverse
opposition, gréup@‘did not change the essential char@gter of the

L —E»r ' ) ~

rage de subir sa derniére ‘ -

*?
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A.L.N. The resolutions adopted at Sorel do not differ much
from the.A.L.N. érogramme used in the 1935 election. The

nationalist and corporatist tendencies, which had been

increasingly evident in La Province and in Paul Gouin's

'speéches,~were still presented withih the framework of a
liberal democratic énd reformist ideology. The more conserva-
tive aﬁd authoritarian cofporatist delegates had not dominated
tﬁe Fonvénfion. |

After thé Sorel Congress, Goﬁin toured ﬁhé province,
holding_meetiﬁgs at which‘he.made the revised prograﬁme of the
A.L.N. known to the.puBliC.Sl Even though there were many
indgstrial reéorms mentioned in the héw programme, aéricultural
and rural reforms were still.giqén pre—eminenée:\\This was the
case, despite the fact that Duplessis had introduced such
feforms as rurél credit for farmergqand had:éxpanded colonization
schemes. Gouin'envisioned the creation of small rural indusﬁries
based on the processiné of. agriculturainénd-other local resources.
The progiamme proéosed drainage, colonization and rural
electrificé£ion schemes'aimed_at improving agriculture. There
would be measuré} to make it easier for farmers to modernize
their farms b§ the purchase of agricultural machines and the

building of grééhhouses. Gouin also suggested the collective

3

I3 ) . ¢ I3 . N N
use of farm machinery in colonization areas where none of the

farmers had much capital.52
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While Gouin idealized rural society and small towns,
he realized that Qﬁébec would continue to have a large urban
population:

Nous devrons donc orienter une large part

de la population vers 1'industrie, non
seulement la petite industrie complémentaire
et rurale, plus ou moins greffée sur
1'argriculture et les pécheries, mais aussi
1'industrie purement urbaine...S '

Since French-Cénadians did not have enough'capital to create

these large industries, foreign capital would continue to be

necessary to Quebec's development:

Nous ne sommes pas contre le capital étranger
auquel, 'j*tinsiste sur ce pginté nous laissons
de nombreux champs d'action...

However, to make sure that these foreign capiﬁalists provided
opportﬁnities‘for French Canadians to become part of the
industrial managerial elite, Gouin promised:

Législation immé&diate afin que 1'industrie .

aliment8e par du capital é&tranger emploie

les citoyens de la province, surtout les

Canadiens frangais, non comme main-d'oeuvre
mais aussi dans les postes de commande.

Industrial development, Gouin told Montreal audiences, and not

just rural reform would be used to raise French Canada's standard

of living.56

s

Gouin blamed the economic crisis ‘on the trusts.  The

findings of the Commission Royale d'Eﬁquéﬁg sur les Ecarts des
' = ’ . T

Prix, showed how manxﬂligga\?ompanies made high profits but
. '. . el g . ]

!

paid low wages to workers_and paid low prices to farmefs.S7
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- Gouin -denounced the fifty financial barons who together with
. .
the state controlled the economy:

Nous wvoulons que 1'Etat cesse datre

le chien de garde placé & la porte du

coffre~fort de gquelques privilégiés et )
reprenne son- rdle de régulateur entre

les appétits des forts et les droits

de tous.

In this respect'Duplessis was only continuing to maintain the
status quo by supporting Dominion textile in its struggle

against its workers:

Quand M., Duplessis rencontre les trusts,
on voit tout de suite le ré&sultat de

| l'entrevue. Les ouvriers sont &conduits
comme depuis un an que dure 1l'état de
tension dans 1'industrie textile. M. Blalr #A
Gordon, protégé par le premier-ministre n'a
rien change de ses pré&tentions abusives. 59

French—-Canadian.as well as Engllsh -Canadian capltallsts were

attacked; the Simard brothers, were criticized for underpaying

thelr workers at. Sorel. 60

In a radlo speech in which he repeatedly pralsed
Salazar's Portugal, Gouin explained the aim of the A.L.N.
programme :

Il ne s'agit de rien moins que de. faire
cesser l'emprise de la dictature des
trusts, qui a presque fini de transformer
nos gens, de petits propriétaires, des
praticiens et d'artisans libres qu'ils

. &taient, en simple prolétaires, sans
attache terrienne ou foncigére, vivant
au jour le jour d'un salaire de famine
et dans 1l'ins&curité permanente.
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As ah exanmple of the class transformations.causéd by the trusﬁs,
Gouin ment&oﬁed the chain stores. These chains were destroying
the middle class by changing store owners into salaried and
undefpaid employees. This trend had déngerous consequences for
social stabil;ty.szy'ln geheral, private enterprise was being
killed by the trusts. Instead of being éllied to industrial-
capitalism, the state should regulate the economy -in a way which
would protect the legitimate. interests of the varioﬁs social
classes.

One method of allowing small business ﬁo flourish was
through nationalization.A He was no£,§gainst private entmrprise,‘
Gouin toid hi_s audience:

| ..nous SOmMmes encore plus }espectueux que

M.M. Duplessis et' Godbout ne le sont de

l'initiative privée bien comprise...

However, certain industries sﬁch as the électriqity, gas and
coal wutilities, the mines, transportation éompanies‘andkthe
tarmament industries would probably be nationalized. The

Beauharnois Pow ‘Company was now espgciaily éingled out.fdr

takeover. 64 Stockholders would be fairly?ndemnified,65 and

nationalized industries would be profitable for the state.66
As for the workers in large urban industries, Gouin
believed that they might continue teo f£ind it necessary to go

on strike. Exploited by ruthledgs capitalists, workers often

had no other choice but to take industrial action:
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Toutefois, on ne saurait nier d 1l'ouvrier

le droit de se mettre en gréve car il arrive
trop souvent que les ouvriers, poussés 3 bout
J : ne'péuvent faire autrement gge d'employer ce
moyen pour obtenir justice. :

Even though he disliked these ''désordres de notre systéme-

68

social', He refused to call for the removal of the right to

strike since the working class, especially in'the‘textile

industry, ."vit dans un sevage, un esclavage indigne dq% temps

moder_nes".69

. {( . . ’

Gouin was ‘especially critical of Duplessis' attitude
towards unions. ¢
)

...touteson administration n'a &t€& consacrée

qu'd affaiblir les unions ouvrigres et qgu'a -

les empéther de travailler & l'obtention de
- meilleurs salaires pour leurs membres, afin«

de protéger les dividendes de ses amis, leS

trusts, soutiens de sa caisse {alectorale.7

Gouin insisted upon the repeal of the restrictive labour laws:
" Bills 19 and 20. The repressive attitude of Duplessis' admiﬁis;ra-
tion towards’leqitimate‘workers' union%_wou;d only profit
communist agitators and hindef social progres§.7l

Gouin opposed the government having the absolute power
to certify a union or to determine workerg' wages through the

Office des Salaires Rajisonnables:

L'organisatiéiLbuvriére qui travaille 3

1l'avancement ral et matériel de ses. \\\
membres, en plus de veiller aux inté&réts .
de la profession, est dans la société ol
nous vivons un - -grand facteur de progrés.
Or quelle sera son utilité& le Jjour ol

" #®» le gouvernement se chargera de tout cela
en fixant_le salaire et les heures de
travail. »



ted that once a certain percentage of workers in an

industry were unionized, the uniom should.be automatically

Gouin ass

recognized. He did not want to see unions'ang workers become
"vulgairelnarchandise" subordinate to the desires of ‘the state.73
Unlike some corporatists, Gouin did not adypcate state controlled

unions; in fact he.criticized Duplessis for trying to regulate‘

them. _ | ——

would not scare foreign capital, Gouin assured his udienc£:

les gréves intempestives, le sabotag
1'insouciance d'un.travail mal dirigé
capital étranger sain, c'est-d-dire c¢
qui ne fonde pas ses profits sur 1'expYoitation
des ouvriers...voudra profiter de ces avantages.

74
Corporatism, by protecting and educating the worker would raise
productivity and wages as well as profits.

Gouin sympa%hized with the workiﬁg class but like most
corporatists he was firmly opposed to.communismj Unlike Hamel,
‘however} Gouin hesitated to support Duplessis' Padlock Law.
Anti-communism wés-such an important part of Hamel's ideology’”
that he subsequently taunted Duplessis for the ﬁildness-of his
anti-communist activities.75 Gouin on the other hand féiled to
see the benefit in repressing communism:

Le communisme et les autreslthéories
subversives sont des poisons. C'est
bien entendu. Mais ils n'ontcomme

antidote que l'amé&lioration sociale
du sort des classes infortunées. /6
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:He also warned that Duplessis who had'no£ hesitated to
"prostituer la cause nationale” nighﬁ use the fear of communism
to distract public*attention away from his inoompetent.administra-
tiOn.77 It would be better to condemn the abnees of the Duplessis
régime rather than communism which was only a product of thie
mismanagement. Nevertheless, Gouin admitéedrthat it‘might be_
necessary to forbid communist rallies but C utiongd that snch
repression could give|the communists the mystigque of martyrdom.78
While Gouin continued to organize the A.L.N. and hold
occa51onal rallies throughout the'w1n¢er of 1938- 39, the Parti
National remqined relatively do:mant. But lnternat;onal tensions
radica}ly'changed'the provincial political atmosphere. The
approaching cloude of war on the horizon spurred the members'of/;?
.the Parti National to action'duriné the spring of leé. In
March they held a rally at Palais Montcalm in Quebec City,
attended by two to three thousand peoole, to denounce the threat

79

of conscripfion. The five original members of the Parti

National from the Legislative Assembly were present. René

Chaloult claimed that civil war would ensue if the f%deral

government imposed conscrlptlon.80

At this meeting Rene Chaloult had suggested an alllance

with the A.L.N.81 But after long negotlatlons, attempts to

82 The members of the Parti

reach an agreement broke down.
National were convinced that only a temporary pact with the

Liberal Party would ensure the defeat:of Duplessis whom they
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considered "1l'assassin-du mouvement national'. Gouin, on the"

other ﬁand, felt that th@—ﬂ&i:;eneﬁy was the "vieillegang' of

the leeral Party. He declar his intention to oppose both the
‘Unlon Natlonale and the leeral Party in the coming election. 84
1He hoged to capture 15 to 20 seats or at worst divide Liberal
suppdrters and thereby help re-elect Duplessis. This manoeuvre
would destroy the '"'vieillegang" and therebé\brinézabout the K
renaisaance of the Liberal Party.85 These.divergent goals of the
two reformist parties aobmed plans for an electoral alliance.
While Gouin wanted to rejuvenate the Liberal. Party, Hamel wished
to reorganize the d;;;;_Natlonalg\after Duplessis had been
removed by an electoral defeat.86

Although-Hamel and Gouin could not agree on election
tactiCs,_they were unanimous in their sﬁand againat‘milita5§
cOnscription. Shortly after Canada antered the Second World
'War DuplESSlScalled a prOV1nc1al elecf&on, maklng op5251tion
to conscription and prov1nc1al autonomy a centralwtheme of his
_/’campalgn. However, - the leeral Party also clalmgg\Ep oppose
| co_nscription.s7 Gouin, flndlng that conscrlptlon rather than
social reform was the dominant issue in the campalgn, tried to
suggest that the A.L.,N. was the parfy which could best prevent
military comséription. At one anti-war rally he prOCiaiped:

Je tiens 3 répéter que je me suis pas® .

séparatiste. Mals ..Je dis que si la

conscription est'imposé&e par un gouverne-.

ment d'Ottawa, sous guelque prétexte que
ce soit, nous de la province de Québec: .
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un gowvernement de 1’Action Libé&rale
Nationale dirigeant les destinées de
cette province, nous mettrons fin au
pacte confédératif .88

This stance probably did little to enhance the A.L.N.'s chances
for electoral victory. The KEiberal Party, with its influénce in
Ottawa, evidently seemed to be the best protection.- Also, such
attacks on the federal government alienated at least one veteran
politician, Grégoire B&langer, who had previously been willing

to be an A.L.N. candidate in the election.ss

-

‘Paul Gouin realized that the conscription issue could

? : .
only hurt the A.L.N. " In his election campaign, while asserting
his opposition to conscription,'he tried to remind peoble of the

social reforms which the A.L.N. wished to accomplish. He

denounced Duplessis for trying to use the theme of provincial

autonomy to make people forget the betrayal of the promises' to

920

combat .the trusts. At the same time the A.L.N. was facing

gévere organizational.problems. Gouin ﬂad only started to

recrganize the A’L.N. a year earlier, after the Sorel Congress.

only $300 to- $500 was available fbrleach riding,gl and-bnly

56 candidates éouldlﬁip:esented: Such wéakpesses prevented the

A,L.N. from;garry}ng.on an extensive publicity campaign: ~
In the meantime, ghe Parti Nationallhad begomé an ally

of the'Libefqi Party. René.Chaloult became a “nationélisp
fliberal™ ané-ran successfully” in Lotbiniére with Hamel's

éupport. Adélard Godbout wanted Ernest Grégoire and Fhilippe Hamel to

~join the Liberal}@arty; " Chubby " Power;prevented this open

5 * oA
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4

endd;seﬁent.93 HamgI‘never@heldgs gave‘speechés in which he
declared thaf Duplessis:was the main enemy ana that voters‘

should defeat the "gduvernementde la t?ahison nationale' by
véting for the opposition candidate most likely t':o.succeed.94

In practice this das an ébpéal to voters to support the Liberal
Party. ’ ' .

The election was a disaster for Paul Gouin's A.L.N.

which received 4.6% of the vote and elected no candidates.95

Gouin concluded:
‘Nous avons contribué justement & faire hair
Duplessis,” mais de crainte de pregndre un,
risque en nous appuyant, tous se sont jetés
dans les vieilles lignes de partis, selon
_le conseil du bon Dr. Hamel.J% :

P

According to Gou}n,'the elite of Quebec‘were to blame for this

debacle. He pointed out that the A.L.N. had been unable to get.
any léwyefs to help with legal work and that many priests had
counselled their parishioners to make sure that they voted for

the winning side.97 This lack of support among the elite,

-poér“financial resources and the intervention of the Federal

Justice Minister, Ernest Lapointe, combined with the failure
of é&mel and Gouin to agreé on a common position, brought about

the absolute electoral defeat of the A.L.N.

T

Pl
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‘ CONCLUSTION

b

The economic crisis and the Tascﬁereau government's
insensitivity to tﬁe need for social reform brought Paul Gouin
and Philippe Hamel into politics. Hamel became the leader of
the fight against the electricity trust and estabiished a firm
base in Quebegc City where his friend, Ernest Grégoire, was’mayor.f
Gouin headed the young Montreal Liberals who were dissatisfied
with Tasche;eau and who eventually set up the A.L.N. After

much hesitation, Hamel finallg’joined with Gouin. The political

and financial difficulties faced by the new party in 1935 paved

the way for the alliance with Duplessis.
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Gouin became alarmed when herrealirea that Duplessis
intended to absorb the A.L.N. into hig Union Nationale. Héﬁel,
having confidence in.Duplessis, did not seriously oppose him
until 1937. Hamel's support for Duplessis in June 1936 allowed’
the latter to_feduce Gouin to political impotence. .Bf the time
Hamel realizéa that Dupleséis had no intention of cafrying out
the reforms enunciated in the A.L.N. manifesto, the majority
of Union Nationale members had fallen under the Premier's
influence. Hamél was unable to exténd his influence beyond
Quebec City and failed to unite the opposition fo Duplessis.
Likewise, Paul Gouin was frué;ratgd in his attempts'to enlarge
his organizationAmﬁéh beyond Montreal and was caught off guard

by the snap election called in September 1939.

Because Hamel and Gouln opposed the status gquc some writters

have-mgde the assumpfion that Hamel and Gouin were left-wing
n5£ieﬁalists.l As ﬁuroéean history shows, however, corporatists
tended to be on the right of the political spectrum during the
1930'5.2 Anti-communism and submission to clerical authority
were powerful currents in the Parti National and to a lesser
extent in the A.L.N. Both Hamel and Gouin idealized Portugal's
dictator, Salazar. At the same timé, hey disagreed among®
themselves on the type of corporatism?they favoured. Gouin

. . t

advocated a type of voluntary corporafism while Hamel had more

authoritarian sentiments. .Thé latter felt that in the-last
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reéort,.industrial conflicts would have to be resolved by a
final decision of a Lébour Tribunal. By contrast, Gouin
desired to create a corporatist system wherein the decision
of such a body could be acceptéd or rejected by the parties',
concerﬁed, He saw cérporatisﬁ‘as a system which would increase
‘thé chances of conciliation rather than as a Qay of putting. an .
eﬁd to strikes and ldékouts. Unlike Goﬁin, Hamel was réédy td o
defend fascist dictatorships; he was often Hoétile to democracy
and wanted to create a strong state in order to stamp out
communism. Rather than cgeating an egalitarian society; bdth
men sought to preserve the class distinctions of status and
wealth through cor?oratism; in addition however Hamel was
prepared to accep£ a more authoritarian society than Gouin.

Many contemporaries and some historians have pointed
out the anti-semitic and racist elements - -of Frénch—Canadian
nationalism during the 1930's. While Michael Oliver recognizes

in hié thesis that not all nationalists were racists, he points

to Paul Gouin's La Province as a nationalist newspaper containing

anti-semitic articles.3 Contemporary critics accused Paul Gouin
. and Philippe Hamel of having similar racist sentiments.? Yet,
research done on the personal -papers and on the poiitical‘
‘%peeches of the two men reveal neither anti-semitism nor other
forms of racism. Both men were anxious to attract English

Canadians into fheir political organizations.5 The A.L.N. even

presented anJEnglish-speaking candidate, J. Burton Walker, in



the riding of St. Ann. It is true of course Fhat as followers
of Abbé Gfoulx,'Gouin and Hamel wiehed to redress the social
imbalance wherein English Canadiang'controileé the managerial |
. positions in iqdustry.' They attecked DﬁpleSsis for pretending
- to be a nationalist yet allying himself with English-Canadian
trusts. The economic nationelism advocated by the two reformers
no douﬁt attracted some men with a more narrow view to their
organizations, Nevertheless, one must not forget thaf while
attacking English;Canadian capitalism, Hamel and Gouin did not
forget to denounce the abuses’of the Simard brothers who were
major French-Canadian industrialists. -They resisted any
descent to vulgar‘racism in which the English‘end the_Jewe
would be blamed for.the ills of industrial society..

Paul Bouchard, the xenoﬁhopic editor of La ﬁation,
went so far as to assert that Hamel‘was_”anti—nationalisfe”s'
and that the only ground he shared with the Quebec reformer was
the common dislike of the trusts. Durlng a heated antl—wg
rally in September 1939, Gouin asked the crowd who was
responsible for the war. He recei&ed the response, the' Jews
and the English. Gouin contradicted them and asserted that it
was not these two groups but rather international finance which

was to blame. For this action, Gouin received praise from

“-\. -

S}

The Canadian Jewish Review,7
The rivalry between Gouin and Hamel greatly reduced

both men's chances for political success. Gouin could not



forgive Hamel, and especially his ally E. Grégoire, for the
attacks ma@e upon him in Juﬁe 1936. Hamel's suspicion of
Gouin's '"liberal' tendencies blinded him to the dangér of
Duplessis. Later, during the.Sofel conference, Hémel refused
to 5oin the A.L.N. unless he was given control of the Quebec -
region. The personal hostility between Hamel and Gouin kepf

the two reform movements separate.

1

Lack of political acumen .contributed to Hamel and Gouin's
nemesis in 1939. Hamel who héd previously denounce& Gouin's
liberal leanings, was allied to the Liberal Party. Gouin, who
had evéry reason to be apprehensive of Duplessis' political
skills, hoped for the latter's re-election in order to destroy-
£he Liberal Party leadership. Such manoceuvres divided and
weakened the reform movement. Hamel's sole aim was to defeat
Duplessis but his refusal to support Gouin created what Abbé
Gravel called '"'la guerre des'natiOnalisﬁes{B Abbé& Groulx

lamented Hamel's alliance with the Liberal Party which served

only to further weaken the A.L.N.

On n'arrive pas 3 comprendre que ces messieurs
gqui trouvaient tant d'objections d s'allier &
Paul Gouin, de qui ne les séparaient de leur
propre aveu, que des questions de tactique, se

" soient alliés si facilement & M. Godbout de gqui
les séparent toute une histoire politique et
touteune doctrine.?

While propounding a similar ideoclogy, Gouin and Hamel succeeded-
6nly in negating each other's efforts. They failed to make ,

alliances which would strengthen rather than weaken their



polltical movements.
A closer look at.party organization and membershlp
reveal§ other reasons for the‘polit;cal failure of Gouin and
Hamel. Gouin kept extensive records on party orgaﬁization
during 1938-39." Hemel on the othe; hand did not organize
the Parti National extensively. It appears‘that while Hamel
ceu}d rely on spontaneous subport on certain issees, such as
conscription, the Parti National had no organized support.10
| An analysis of A.L.N. membership in Montreal and
'Quebec City shews the foilowing breakdown. (Methodology
explained in appendix, Ppage 105)

Ed

Occupations of A.L.N. Members

Professionals = - 17.4% °
Semi-professionals ‘ ‘ 5.7%
Managers & Industridlists 4.3%
Small Businessmenkx 30.5%
Clericel'Workers 7.7%
Skilled Wofkers 21.1%

Tndustrial & Manual Labpurers . 13.3%
Although it is not surﬁrising eo see professionals involved
in politics, the large number of ;orkers (42.1%5 proves that
Paul Gouin did manage ;p make contact with those people outside
Quebec's traditional profeseional elite. Not surprisingly,
small businessmen a%g shopkeepers were well represented in a

corporatist party which hoped to yrotect small capltallsts
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from being crushed by the trusts. A loock at the professions

-Qf‘the‘delegates elected by these members to go to Sorel,

“LF,

discloses continued worker representation. Similarly when the

list of candidates for the 1939 election ig‘checkgﬁ, numerous Q___
union leaders in key ridinés aggear.ll This is in sharp
contrast to the members of parliament of the two other
provinciai partié's.ll2 Paul Gouin's corporatist movement was.
éomposed of social classes not normally included in Quebec's
governing elite.lé

The A.L.N, received support from many workers, small
businessmen and some smald industrialists;.yet, genefally,

' Quebec's traditional elite of lawyers,.priésts and wealthy
families avoided it in the 1938—39-period.. Many of the
profe%sionals involved in the party were doctors; very few
lawyerg, unlike the other ‘two parties, were members. It
seems ghat the wealthier segments of the population avoided the
party ﬁdst concerned with the redistribution of wealth in
societf.- Thié predicament was realized by A.L.N.Jo;éanizers.

Louis Philippe Morin, an accountant, told Gouin:

A mon retour de Sorel, j'ai eu des avertissements
que je ne saurais ignorer...

He would have to retire from public life, he said, since his
clients were beginning to desert him because of his political
activities. He continuéd:

C'est méme normal puisque seuls ceux qui ont
une certaine aisance ont besoin de comptables
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et la plupart d'eﬁtre eux se croient ou
se sentent visés par notre programme.L5

The boycott of the A.L.N. by ﬁhe wealthy haméergd Gouin's
efforts to collect campaign money. It would seem that Quebec's
elite was not interested in corporatist reform while. workers
had little political power.

The religious elite also moved away from support of
the reform movement. Hamel had been the first to notice this
withdrawal in fhe wage of the Beauce by-election and during the

textile strike. Cardinal Villeneuve's subsequent praise of

Dupiessis during the 1938 Eucharistic Congress greatly grieved
‘Hamel. Similarly Gouin felt that the indifference of £he_clerg¥
to the fate 6f.the A.L.N. céntributed to the party;s disastrous
performance in the 1939 election. l‘ . |

The fact that many fascist countries espoused
corporatism also worked again;t Gouin and Hamel, Many_peoplé_
considered the two terms to be synonymous. In Hamel's case

they may not have been far wrong, but Paul Gouin also had to

face such criticism. He was constantly forced to disassociate

himself from fascist regimes:

/

Encore une fois je tiens & répéter que je ne

suis pas fasciste. DY'ailleurs, il existe une
différence  frappante gue seuls peuvent ignorer

les esprits mal intentionnés ou ignorants. Le
fascisme n'est gqu'un simple parti politique

tandis que le corporatisme est surtout une formule
sociale et &conomique, employée d'ailleurs dans
les pays oll i1 n'y a pas de fascisme, entre autres
le Portugal et, sous une forme un peu différente,
la Sudde.l6 g



- 101 -

In spite of such statements, there is no quEE that corporatism's

association with totalitarian regimes lessened its chances for

success in Quebec.

» On top of such problems, the Great Depression

which had given birth to the reformist movements was beginning
to recede by 1939. Ihdustry was rgviving aided by the rapid

rearmament policies:of the federal government. At the same

, 1.

time the outbreak'qflwar meaht'that public attention was

focused on the.immediate problem 6f conscri@tign and not on
.'lpﬁg term issues like sociéllreform.
i "Natidﬁhlism",‘accbrdigé‘to a widely ﬁeld view;

ﬁmeantan aftempt to recreate in Quebec an idealizéd'past by

sealing provincial society against outside;forces;.. an attempt
17

Y

-to build an agricultural dream worild." This may be true for

most nationalists during the 1930's. Bﬁt, although Paul Go;in
.and Philiﬁpe Hamel yearned for an idyllic rural society, they
realized that the industrjal system had come to stay.. Hamel
ardently desmred a rural renaissance and Gouin hoped to niove
some of the urban population to rural-areas; yet they were
'prepared to face the.consequences of in&ustkialization. Gouin
wished to break up the financial moﬁopdlies:which were
crushing small businesses and charging excessive prices to
consumérs. ‘He also wanted to facilitate lhe entry of French

~Canadians ‘into the managerial elite. Hamel concentrated on

breaklng up the. trusts, especially those which domlnated the

oo
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production and distribution of eléctticity. In addition bqtﬁ men
defended'ﬁrban workers. Immediately following its foundation
~in 1937, Hamel's Parti National toured the province, holding
Eall;es inAsupéort of the str;ﬁing téxtilé workers. Gouin
also fbcused on the same subjett and gave man? sPéeches in
support of unions. He made a point of speaking in areas of
1ndustr1al ‘tension such as Asbestos, Theford Mines, Bucklngham,
Lachiﬁe‘and Sorel.18 Following corporatist thinkiqg, both men

insi;ted that workers needed to protect themselvés through
-Unions.

-’ Gouin and Hamel are- 1mportant figures, in view of

their recognltlon of the 1mpact and permanence of 1ndustr1allzat10n.
Instead of 51mply condemnlng the industrial oxder and proposing
rural reforms, they sought solutlons to Quebec's industrial
problems. Their anti-trust and pro-union activities show that
they reSpondéd to.the new needs. B§'contrast! Duplessis ' v
concentrated on provincial éutbnomy and'rural.reform. He did
nothing to imﬁrovg the lot of urban dwellérs. As‘:eformers;
Hamel and Gouin, reflected a tteﬁd which was to resurface a

few years later in the Bloc Populaire'.19

»
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APPENDTIX

The A.L.N. orgénization in rural afeas‘seems to be
alﬁbst.non—éxistént in the 1938-39 period, or at best to be
grafted on to the political organization of a local politician.
This was the case in Asbestos and Buckingham, two industrial
towns where the mayors declared their support -for Paul Gouin.l
.In Montreal and Qﬁebec City, however, detailed records are

-

availlable.

Just before the Congress of Sorél, meetings were
held in various countie¢s to elect delegates to the conference.
While not only former A.L.N. members were invited to participate

w

in these elections, one can safely assume that individuals
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adherlng to the Cengreee of Sorel either beceme‘A.L.N. members
or were strongly attracted to Paul Gouln s ideas. | The names
of those present at the meetlngs, along with thelr addresses;J
appear on Paul'Gouin‘s records. From the names and addresses,
" and through the use of severai years' editions of the'MontreaI

Municipal Directory and the Quebec Municipal Difectbry,2 the

occupations of those present at those urban meetings of the -
A.L.N. can be determined. |
The names of 684 A.L.N. membefs from the counties
. 0of Quebec East, Mercier, St'—Henri, Maisbnneuve and St. Jacques
were used to compile information for a study of occupatlons{
\ Other counties were also studled but limited membership and
the difficulty in identifying the occupations of all the members
led to their exclusioﬁ from this study. The occupational
trende in the counties eliminated did not differ significantly
from those of the counties studied. Of the counties analysed,
about 85% of the names on the membership list could be found
in the municipal directories. Page 108 shows a list of the
occupations included in each category.
OQutside of Quebee City and Mdhtreal, although no
method of determining the occupations of the limited number
of reqular members is available, sode hint s are provided. The
six honorary presidents at the Congress of :Sorel from the
Quebec Region for example were: a leading member of the

Unions des Cultivateurs Catholiques, an organizer of the




J

Bucherons de U.C.C., a merchant, a leading member of the

Cathollc Unlons at Theford Mlnes, a small 1ndustr1allst,

and the president of Fé&dération Nationale Cathollque des

_Employés de pulperies et papeteries incorporee.3
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LIST OF OCCUPATIONS

Professionals

lawyers
doctors
accountants
architects
veterinarians
notaries
engineers

: professors

Simi-professionals

teachers
policemen
druggists
chemists
students
journalists

Managers & Industrialists

presidents of companies
small industrialists

Small Businessmen

grocers

shop owners

tailors (merch.)
merchants
travelling salesmen
insurance agents
photographers
manufacturing agents
promoters

publicity agents
contractors ’

5.

Clerical Workers

secretaries

civil employees
clerks"

tellers ‘
bailiffs “\kt :
assistant secretarles
treasurers

inspectors ‘ -
post office employees

-

Skilled Workers

machinists
printers
painters
brakemen
tailors
engravors
butchers
electricians
jewellers
bakers

union officials

‘barbers

drivers
furriers
shoemakers



- 109 -

'FOOTNOTES -

1 Party Organization, Paul Gouin Papers.

: : 2 Montreal Municipal Directory, and Quebec Municipal
Directory. - ' .
- 3 4. Philippon to P. Gouin, July 21, 1938, Paul Gouin
Papers. -
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