
Descriptor Explanation 

Significance of 
Mention 

Minor: Article includes a passing mention of the content of 
the novel (e.g. a single sentence description) 
Substantial: Article includes a more detailed description of 
the content of the novel (e.g. a paragraph, a full article) 

Primary Code is based on order of mention 
Primary Death: Description of the book where both Death 
and Survival codes are present, but where the Death code 
was mentioned first 
Primary Survival: Description of the book where both Death 
and Survival codes are present, but where the Survival code 
was mentioned first  

“A Word After A Word After A Word is Power” 
Climate Politics and the Media Coverage of Margaret Atwood’s The Year of the Flood 
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SUBSTANTIAL 
MENTIONS 

MINOR MENTIONS 

Primary Survival Primary Death

15% of the articles were coded primarily stories of survival whereas 80% were 
primarily stories of death. There was an overlap of 39% between the two codes, 
with 2 articles telling only a survival story, and with 42 articles (53% of the total) 
being coded only as Death.  

Only 9 % of the articles with a Minor mention of the book had Primary 
Survival stories, whereas 84% that had Primary Death stories. When the 
article had a Substantial mention, 28% had Primary Survival stories and 
72% had Primary Death codes.  
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PRIMARY 
SURVIVAL  

REALISM RELIGIOUS CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

COMMUNITY 

Call to Action articles make up 14% of the total number of 
articles examined. There are significant overlaps with 
Realism, Religion and Climate Change, where as 
Community only makes up 36% of the Call to Action 
articles and there are no Call to Action articles that are also 
coded for Primary Survival. 

RESULTS: DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS 

Node Coded description and examples  

Death Description of the book as a story about death (e.g. dark, dystopic, post-pandemic, post-
apocalyptic) 

Survival Description of the book as a story about survival (e.g. the two women who survived, a tale of 
the two survivors) 

Climate Change Description of the book as a story climate change or environmental issues (e.g. humanity’s 
relationship to nature, sustainable life style, environmental degradation of the world) 

Pandemic The event of the book that causes the mass death is described as a disease, a pandemic or a 
virus (e.g. post-pandemic world) 

Environmental 
Collapse 

The event of the book that causes the mass death is described as an environmental collapse, 
or an environmental catastrophe 

Community Description of the book includes mentions of community (e.g. the God’s Gardeners, 
grassroots) 

Call to Action Description of the book uses it as a message of social change (e.g. a cautionary tale, a warning 
cry, a tale of where we may be headed) 

Dismissal  Description of the book dismisses it or its message (e.g. yet another dystopic, eco-freaks) 

Religious Description of the book includes religious themes (e.g. the Saints, religious cult, church 
performances) 

Realism Description of the book includes the realistic nature of the story (e.g. eerily possible, close 
future, mention of similarities to current world) 
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RELIGIOUS  PRIMARY DEATH  ENVIRONMENTAL 
COLLAPSE  

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Dismissal articles only make up 9% of all of the articles. 
Primary Death, Climate Change and Religious codes 
each make up 71% of Dismissal articles, while a slight 
majority are also coded for Environmental Collapse. 

Dismissal 

Religious articles make up 36% of all of the articles surveyed. 6 out of the 12 Primary Survival 
stories are also coded Religious. 62% of the Religious coded articles are also coded for Realism. 
77% of the Community centered articles are coded Religious as well.  
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REALISM COMMUNITY  RELIGION 

Environmental Collapse stories make up 15% of the total articles. 50% of the 
articles which identified the cause of the disaster as an Environmental Collapse, 
also were coded for Realism. Another 50% were coded for Religion. 41% of the 
Environmental Collapse stories were also coded for Community. 
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Climate Change articles make up 29% of the of all the articles. 52% of the Climate Change articles 
were coded for Realism, and 65% are coded for Religious. 69% told a Death primary storyline 
where as 30% told a survival story, which makes up 50% of all the Primary survival articles.  
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