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ATGLO-GERMAY RZLATIONS

(from 1870 to the present day)

The author of'Germania Triumphans", a staertling work which
has been perused and studied by the whole world with interest .
and apprehension, pyictures a map of Zurope as it will be in 1915
with Germany extendirng all the way to the Dneiper and Volga, =and
possessing a slice of HRussian territory, with the Crimea as its
centre. Are then the forests of the Vosges, the plains of Poland,
or the steppes of the Danube to be washed in rivers of blood ?
The 'Jjingoes® of Burope and the printers' devils can tell more
of this than the sanest man. Bismarck said that "every mation
"must eventually pay for the windows broken by its Press". Lliuch
to the regret of peace-loving Germans, the morning wires send
forth deily alarms to be read By the world at its breakfa&t hour.
Digestion of such can only result in the assimilétion of erron-
gous notions regarding the state of Europe. If ever the long list
of wasted 1life has to be read from the scroll of Armasgeddon, how
muach the 'jingoes' will have to answer for can only be knmown by
the Creator. A careful analysis of the case camnot fail to con-
vince the seeker after truth that no problem in these Relations
presents itself incapable of solution. In no part of the world
do the Empires of Germany and Britain face each other directly.
The rivalry of commerce is common to =all nations as well as
Germany. French and Russianﬁconflict with British ambitions in
various parts of the world, and the oft-fooled prophets of
political disaster have been made to stand agape at the settle-
ment effected by the French and the Anglo-Russian ententes.

What then is the reason of Anglo-German strife ? The reason,
we fear, is a subtler, a deeper one. This reason may be summed
uﬁ in one word - hatred. It is the hatred born of rivalry in its
widest sense. The basis of rivalry is jealousy. Germans frequent-
1y say that Englend always crushes an enemy who dares to chall-

enge her power or supremacy. But apart from the jealousy itself,
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it is fitting to inguire when and how the actual hatred begsan,

and how long-lived it is. Assuming that the Relations grew out

of the war of 187C, and were cornsummated in 1900, we may expect
to find that the details have reference to dates and events

anterior to this struggle. In the subsoil of history, a discovery

is made by historical authorities, of a fault in the stratified

peace of IZurope. That fault occurred at the time of the Seven

Years iWar, when rrussia won her place as leader of the German

States. For the first time, "Perfide Albion' lowered the pride

of Prussia. Allied to Frederick the Great, she not only left

rck’s him in the lurehf'but even permitted Bute to hand to Choiseul of

h. . .
France. the chosen military secrets of Germany. Thus early a
blow against British and German concord was struck.

From the 18th Century, the war-barometer scarcely moved. And

not until the middle of the last century when British resentment
-was aroused against Prussia, was discord impressed.on the sensit-
ive ears of Englishmen; whereas,previous to this, when Anglo-
Saxdn rulers of Europe were wont to meet, they were harmonious
with united-Teuton song. In the clashes of 1866 and '70, only
differences of minor note occurred to disturb the even tenour of

this song. But slight as the variation was, it served as a prelude

to a change of toner

It is the little rift within the lute,
That by and by will make the music mute,
And ever widening slowly silence all.™
From her knees,France however has risen to insert the wedge

between HEnglish and Germen frierdship;until to-—day these cousins,

and erstwhile friends, are at daggers drawn.
After the war of 1870, Bismarck proceeded to builad, by

"blood and irom", a German Empire on the ruins of a fallen nationi

Ce

Bitter rivals for many centuries, the spectacle of the ruin of

France awakened little sympathy in the bosom of England. Neither
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in sea-power, wealth, commerce, nor industry could Germsns be
mentioned as serious rivals of merrie England. Bismarck. by no
means wavering in his Imperisal aims, recognized and paid tribute
to the matchless superibrity of the Island Xingdcm. That he
valued Tngland's friendship, is but mildly expressing the thought.
Iiis desire for her good wishes was, and is,an open secret. However,
with characteristic durlicity, he berated‘and blandished at one
breath the British people. Ee set Austria against Russia; Russia
agains%téritain; Gt. Britain against France: and, his object of
producing disagreement among European states thus achieved, he
turned to his consular serfs and said,” Do all in.your power to
"obtain the good will of England; you need not even use cipher
"telegrams. We have nothing to conceal from the British since it
"would be madness for us to gquarrel with England'. This was plain
speech and good sentiment indeed, but how unprophetic of the
sirocco of wrath that leter was to sweep the plains of Germany !
This arch-diplomatist succeeded in so confusing the builders
of the ZEuropean Babel of Peacé, that,over the crafty designs of
Russia and France, and the "perfidious" purposes of Englard, he
literally aaié»lo Paean. liatchliess in cunning, ani terrible in
force his mailed hand came down alike upon the heads of rulers
and subjects. He stood at the forge and hammnered with sledge-like
blows the obstinate links of the Triple Alliarnce. He trampled
the Austrians under foot,andmover the ITtalians hc exercised a
virtual command. He was, according tolpopular conceptions, fiend,
arch—-master, god, 4 all, until Europe recognized in him the
director of her destiny. He was conscious of power, and was con-
tent to let men subserve his aims. He created ar Invincible Army.
He held the Zmpire in the hollow of his hand and said " Do this,

"for I command". He collected, like Absethus of 0ld, his Libyan

Farrots, and taught them to repeat "Bismarck is a God" ; and 1like



Absethus, allowed them to fly over the skkirts of his Hinterlsnd,

to astonish his subjects with such divine pronouncement.
The final quarter of the 19th Century was 'made in Germany!
on the foundations laid by Bismarck. Bound up with the diplomsecy

of the presert hour, the threads of older policies are insepar-
able. On the Chancellor's work, is reared a mighty Germany - a
maligned and masterful Germany. Had but the Iron Chancellor
survived to conduct the ship of state, who knows but at this

moment the Colossus of Germanylwould bestride the world ? She
has prepared an Invincible Army. Why not also a Victorious Fleet?

Vith a power to guide her, a spirit to shape consistent foreign

policy, what is to prevent her from basking in the dual smiles
of YMars and Neptune?

Only the slightest rumblings in the final gquarter of the
century gave notice of the portentous eruption of 1900. On the
surface, all seemed tranquil, clear and still, and hapry in their
rrosperities, the Germans and British lived at peace with one
anofher. Their kinship yet remained a bond that kept them close
together, uﬁtil at length the Germans "discovered' their relation-.
ship with the Boers of Africa. No sooner were the rival standards
unfurled on the veldts of South Africa than the Germans, like
first rate oprortunists, soaked themselves with bitter British
prejudice and forthwith proceeded to molility tihe traditional
enemies o0f the Fatherland with a view to forming a Liuropesn coal-
ition against hated , grasping Sngland. A ready excuse presented
itself. The unfortunate Zanzibar and Samoa.incidents and the
search of two German ships at Delagoa Bay in 1900, did more than
anything else to precipitate vitriolic feeling in Germany. It
kindled an ire that has been slow to damp; and it has helpead
professional agitators to further their rlans of g Pan-German

preople, and a New Imperial Navy League. An incident at once so

inflamnatory amd so derogatory to British interests has spelt
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itself since in & type of expenditure more grave than anything
of its kind that has happened since the earlier search of
American frigates. To the British people the cost has been tens
of thousaends of millions éterling, not to mention besides this
an appalling loss in cumulative culture. It has brought the un-
lucky taxpayer fairly to his knees; and the end is.not as yet.
The day of England’s greatness is openly challenged by the in-
domitable will of the German, Who‘claims as well as nis English
cousin, his rightful "place in the sun'. Thet"marplat‘* of
Burope must be swept from the seas as well ashiané and stripped
of her Aominions red on the map of the world. Amid loud applause
and constant huzzas, the Xaiser proclaimed in no tincertain
speech, "Our future lies upon the seas"™; henceforth the nation's
efforts in the main will be & masterful attempt to grasp the
trident from the tyranny at present possessing 1it, that no longer
may ships be searched upon the seas.

The passage of the new Qentury has been marked by a mile-
stone whichh clearly shows us the rrogress of events from that
date. On the other side of that milestone all was as calm as
might Dbe expected; on this, the angel of Peasce is seen departing
with sudden meteoric flignt. A once nealthy rivalry has degener-—
ated into being the aggravated cancer of Lurope. Fronounced in-
curable by world-famous experts, the worst is hourly expected.
German rrofessors are indee& the first to buttress this opinion.
Viith Bismarck's dictum? we lie in the middle of Zurope. We have
at least thres frcocnts on which we can be attacked. We are, more-
over, more exposed than any other people to tne danger of hostile
coalition becsuse of our geographical positionj’3his is a perfect-
ly'sane broposition. A more striking defence of the German Los—
itiorxr it is mot rossible in truth to give. "No man', said Bis-—
marclik, 'would dare to attack us when we have such & rowerful war-
"imachine as we wish to make the German Army™T . Wilhelm would say.

TIHo nation would dare attack us while we possess such a rowerful

"weapon of offence =s we wish to malte the German Navy! The sands
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of Time have run on, and this is but a new personality. "We
"Germans fear God and nothing else in the world' exlaimed the
G Chancellor. This maxim is a true expression of the so-
German-aggressiveness of to-day. Thorough by nature, a

Germen never does things by halves. Ille wanted his Javy. so he

which he a2llotted

arceled the country in districects, to each of

o]

o rrofessional agitator. Frovided with lanterns and screens,
end given the use of 211 school houses, the paid haranguer used
his advantage without stint. Ie spoke violent words, snd aeften
rictured views of a capture at sea, where a giant warship
triumphantly heaved by the sidg of a helples; Gerﬁan coracle.
The result was what might be expected. Popular indignation
gradually assumed most dangerous proportions, the expression of
which soon vented itself in a hasty demand for the laying of
Thus began .
keels and counter-keels. the grim business of ocean rivalry xS
begenr: Inthusiam pulsed through the length and breadth of Ger-
many; but its beatqalas!,bestirred the slumbers of restless and
Jealous neighbours. The Frenéh, the Russian, and the English
hatchets at length were buried in the soil of Sermarn Peril.
certainly
ilowever unwelcome abroad, the new Favy plans were welcomed
at home. Germans felt that they were not building "an artificisal
1limb against England's strong right afm”f In 1895 V:ilhelm II
called to the Chancellorship, Admiral Von Tirpitsz, to enact the
first of Five Great Navy Laws. From time to time, with increment
of number and size, fresh keels siipped to sea,'beneath the

fatherly eye of the German ¥aiser. In Zngland, on +the other handa.

the inevitable response was an appreciably merrier clank of docl-

vard hammers.

That reace a2t the present price cannot long be maintained,
to the student of foreign affairs, seems to—%e a well-nigh irres-—
isteble conclusiocn. 4ih object lesson of this sort has recently

been afforded us. With ironic suddenness. in view of the rresent
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tendency toward universal peace, the costive stupidityof IZurope
was awakened in egerly morning hours by the filsre-ur in the Ralkans.
In the mind of exrert oprinion, German prrestige has suffered a
serious setbacls in the Turkish debacle of Cctober last. German
guns, and German methods, ard all things "'made in Germany' aprear-
ed to succumb to Creusots, and everything brought from France. The
Chauvinist cry of revenge ever since has been ringiﬁg in the can-
tons of France; while military exrerts are more and more daily in-
clined to discount the chances of German.victory. 2

The last few years have witnessed g serious deteriorsation
in the German Army, and the same who used to talk of invading
England now talk even of German& being invaded by an English
force. Prim¥a facie, it would seem that this view must be wholly

extravagant. A 1little refiection on the facts of the case will

3
materially help to clesr up the roint. The confidence of

‘Germeny is utterly shaken by the disclosure of a secret military

understanding between France and England {(through 'The Indiscret-
ions" ), whereby the latter consents to the rapid dispatch to Bel-
guim of a1l her Territorials, of 16C000 men to make up the discrep-
in numbers between the French and German forces
sncy,and in time to take psrt in the great opening battle or
battles of the war. The aftermath of Agadir is a weight in the
scale which easily may have for its result the complete destruct-—
ion of Germany &t a given moment. On the chess-board of ZEurope,
armed kings and knights move hither and thither, each of them
blocking the deep-laid plans of the others. No sooner filters the
story of the Territorial scheme than the enéines of Germany lay
houses and stores and military roads to a secret camp hear the
Belgic willows of Liege and Aachen.

Reverting to the year 1904, we behold the Germans, not less
industrially than in a maritime semnse, just beginning to be re-
spectable competitors of England. Germany was becdming more and

more dependent upon ses—-borne trade. Since 1870, the population
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increased by twenty—-five millions and the Yearly dincrement
arprocschnes one million souls. During one hundred and two days
of the calendar year, the nation was fed on foreign corn. That
is to say, one-fourth of her people were so rrovided for the
entire year. Tropical foecdstuffs and raw materials she imports
mainly and these she is obliged to pay for with a large export.
trade. On a territoxy no bigger than Texas, the Germsns have
eighty+millions; and the home resources are constantly being
depleted. During the 1¢th Century, she watched six millions of
her children embark for foreign settlements, never to return.
Can we suppose thaet she will cheerfully lose three times as ma.ny
in the twentieth ? If she is mot to lose them, there must be
colonies formed for them to go to (Scﬂbl;er)-Soufh Americsn
Plantation districts are especially alluring to'the German. But
alas! the spectre of Monroe and his rrohiti tory doctrine loom
always about the Western skies. An infringement of the lonroe
doctrine would mean war with the United States. An irresistible
conclusion is forced upon us. from every view-point. Germany is
absolutely'dependent upon foreign trade, and that ‘trade can be
alone secure ‘shen protectedby & masterful fleet. In fa&t, in
the fleet-literature of Germany, no dread so often is exXpressed
as the fear of a sudden blockade. Should the northern ports be
closed, with war on the Esast anghgest, end no food .to be had at
any price, ratriots fear they should lose the gain of the last
twenty—five years; "while England would regsain her old rosition
of trade supremacy.(Nauticus). The Flotten Novelle' begins an
article on the 'Blockade Feril' with the statement that none
but battleships will do to guérd against the danger. While Russis
France and The United States hold territories for their own ex-—
ciusive trade. Germens have not thus far. in this respect, had
anything to fear from Englaend. Yankees play 'dog in the mangexr’®
On American continents, Russia szttemp¥s to secure a lien oftrade
in Asia, while Franeefs commercial and.colonial league is

Scarcely less extensive. But Germany grows pallid at the thought

e T e e T T e i e
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lest England should some day follow their example, abolish
Free Trade, and esteablish that worst of all things - a8 British
Zollverein* of the NMother Country and the Colonies. Such san
arrangement would stifle a third of Germany's export trade, and
the best British customer would be bitterly estranged. Canada,
in 18¢7-28, lowered her tariff one—-fourth to =211 nations that
admitted her goods free. It sounded 'a Ddit like Ffee Tréde', but
in reality it profited only New South Wales and England. Two
German Professors* advocated the refusal of the most-favoured
nation - treatment in retaliation for Canada'’s action. In this
action, they see the beginning of the end. IFf England turn
Protectionist, Continental Eurbpe will have.to unite to avoid
being ecomomically trampled on (brutalizirt), and the Erobable
result will be war.* Speaking of British Frotection, Sir Wm.
¥ecMillan, Colonial Treasurer of New South'Wales..declared that
the day ZEngland gave up her Free- -Trade would likewise witness
thg beginning of her decline. There was a time when Germsans
could put faith in the protection afforded their own in British
Dominions, but that was long before Bismereck discovered "the
Zollvereinish tendencies of ZEZngland’ {Schmoller).

Although our intention is not to wander beyond the limits
set by the subject, therztié%the neceésity of referring to dates
and events anterior to the outburst of German feeling since 190C.
ot until the unfortunate Samoa incident and the South African
war did the real ulcer of the German lLlenace come to a head.With
these events an active cris8is swept into being. FYerhaps the

time seemed opportune to form a Zuropean cosalition against the

'arrogant searcher of the Seven Seas': and when her hourhed come
slow

was
Germany neither nor inactive. The Sable Zagles nhad for the
first tiw~. erhaps, in history, openly dared the frown of Fer-—

fidious HEngland, and from that hour was set in motion =211 the
bi g
"howling mechanism of a violent fleet-literature. The canmrpaign
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for an Invincible ITlgvy originasted about 19C0O. That date was
the bpirth—-day of the present naval strain; and the methods
employed to stir upr German rassion were without doubt the
most methodical and malign ever used by demesgogues.

There is nothing more remarkable in the history of pol-
itics than the failure of statesmen to forsee the ultimate
effect of their msctions. In 1897, the German Emperor exclaimed
"Wie must grasyr the Trident of lertune. Cur future lies upon
"the seas; and without the consent of Germany nothing may
"happren in any prart of the world’. Only the elect, he believed,
could s8gy. "Civis Germanicus Sum’.

Strange to say, the triumph, 'real and ironic',of'German
policy has been the urbuilding of the British Emrire. Thre
Kaiger's vision of & polyglot Empire, encirclihg the world, and
embracing all peoprles, is rapidly vanishinzg before his eyes.

" The fitful', fixed and immutable Navy Law has brougkt even the
e
"Dominion of Canamda to our'sidef’ The British Zmpire was only
welded the closer by the famous Iruger telegram.which shed a
piercing ligwt on German aims. The effect of multi-colored
rolicy is likewise multiplied. The current of foreign snd state-.
craft has since been conducted exer alternstely. A one-man
prolicy was needed, and capacity for such individual cunning
died with Bismnmarck. In his dsy., Germany was secure and dom
imant in Eurbpe. But pest-ZEismarclkian policy has been an un-—
interrupted series of failures, in whick Germany, by interfer-
ing, has eétranged all her former friends. The Chancellor's
motto was, Divide et Imperaf' Le set Znglard agsinst France by

encouraging the colonial policy of the Republic. and he antag-

onized Russia against IEngland by abetting Russia's Turkish and

Asiatic interests. England, isolated from the rest of Zurope,
would, in his view, be comprelled to lean on Germany, &nd con-

seguently would have to be ZFermany's potential ally. at the
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Berlin Congress he set Dussia ageinst Austria by giving to the
latter. Bosnia-lerzogovina; and France against Italy by giving
Tunis to France. Thus Italy and Austria, menaced on every hand,
fell naturalily into the lap of the Triple Alliance.

How different seem all these arrangements now ! Cmnium
rerum principis parva sunt. From small beginnings come great
things. The ignominy of Germany's diplomatic defeat nas Fforced
hexr agzain to seelkr that 'rapprochement' with Zngland, so re-
spected of Bismarclk. The inevitable results of her policy, em-
barked upon in 1900, remzined hidden from her shrewdest leaders.
These results may briefly be enrumerated as below: (1) a
resuscitated France; (2] a consolidated Eritish Empire; (3)
an EZntente Cordiale between the British Imperial system and the
Dual Allisnce of Russia and France; (4) a definite Dual 4Alliance
(5) & closed Far-ZEast, per Russo-Jap agreement;: (6] a weakening
of the Triprle Allisnce; (7) a loss of German preétige.accompankﬁ
by & succession of diplomatic decfeats; (8) last, but by no means
least, a serious economic strain at home.

Nothing can now be more evident than the revival of French
ratriotism. Humiliated and broken in the "terrible war" of 1870,
with her military power scattered, her fortresses razed, and
forced to bear z crushing war-indemnity, it was freely proph-
esied, even by friendly voices, that the orceproud nation of the
rranks would not recover for many years. But the very struggle
that was the making of Fermany already threatens toundo her.

The Fremch rejuvenation is one of tre wonaers of the moderm
worid; while the progress she has made toward a war of
"revanche"*is truly amazing. Chauvinism is by no means dead,
and the Chauvinist appeal to Englend and Russia +to lend & hand
seems not to pass without a note of response. There are many

experts in military science in Europe who to-day would scarcely



hesitate to predict & French victory in a Franco-Germaen clash

next year; while in addition one must not forget that England

-is expected by Framce to take a part irn the struggle. German

alarm, forsooth, seems not without foundation, if she faces
a prospect of Creusote and Maxim guns ranged side by side;
for the Xrupp is admittedly no matcech for the first of phese.

The British ZEZmpire is at this moment a dreaded reality;
a fact with which Germans will have to reckon in all their
future ship building programme. E Pluribus Unum, the several
states and colonies and Dominions of the Empire fast are
fTederating for common trade, &nd for common defence, and for
common interests of every king. Ten years back, the Imperial
system was like a vast nebulZ?ogzrabolic star—-dust since has
rece ived from German aggressiveness the required centripetal
force to whirl it into one harmonious whole. The most outlying
parts of the British Empire now can feel the throb of the met-
ropolitan heart. 0ld London pulses with an energy unrivalled
heretofore; while the colonies’cluster,till recently a mosaic,
inanimate cunglomerate, now resembles the functioning agents
of a markedl- vital organism. To say that so happy an event,
scarce—shaped for by the most optimistic of Areamers a decade
ago, could have been brought sbout solely by internal agencies.
is but to parry with the facts. FNone so well as fhe rolitical
student believes that Gerﬁany has been the smith, who uncon-
sciously stood at the forge and welded with sledge-hammer
blows,(of policy calculated for a different purpose), the Britishr
links that to—day girdle the earth.

When Wilhelm stdod in the poop of & proudly vaunted

" eruiser, and proclaimed, for the four winds to bear to all

whom it might concerm, that he intended some day to master the
ocean, he little dreamed how foolish the almost immediate
future would make him appear. Could he have seen in advence,

how he, & Hohenzollern, was destined to be the raradoxical



founder of a British Empire, he would have been in a position
to realize that man is but an irstrument in the hand of IProv-
idence. Could he have forseen that he would place on his
(economically aprallingl, of double the rate per

on wealth
capita of the next highest taxhin the world, he would mnever

people. a tax.

have voiced his boast. Had he prevision that the'bittéfest of

would
traditional enemies fly into each other’'s arms, and prepare

to meet the commonr Ffoe of England, France and Russis, he would
not have opened his mouth. He did not foreknow that he would
be the unintentional instrument of settlement of outstanding
disputes between the members of the Triple-Entgpte, which, if
left to themselves, they never could have reacefully settled.
In his glittering regalia on that bright summer's day he could
have felt no premonition that the very same Chancellor, whom
he chose for the purpose of ernacting the famous."Five Iawsa"
would be the identical personage to concede (sc late as this
jear) the real victory to England. °

Wheﬁ the Prussian scheme of mastery over the land and the
sea and the air began, alliances in Europe were in a much more
Jumbled condition then they are in at present. There was little
cohesion between the pair of the Dual Allience: while betwixt
its members and England there was not less a positive antip-—
athy than an oren hostility on many matters of vital but con-
flicting colonial interests. France and Englard could in no
sense agree to a settlement of African ﬁroblems, while an
almost hourly alarm was noised against the aprproach of the
Russian Bear on the frontiers of Hindustan. But all this was
.gradually changed by a short-sighted policy on the rart of
Germarny, which, however well-meant in the interests of reace
or self-defense, can not be defended on the grdunds of nationsal
wisdom. The moment that England perceived the uselessness of

further preserving herself in rapt isolation. the last ion of
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repulsion dissipated itself, and three of the most widely-=
sﬁndered nations of ZTurope drifted together. Xothing more was
needed than & feeling of repulsion towards a common enemy to
make them run concurrently in such 2 manner as not even eons

of time could nave so well prought sebout. This feeling soorn had
its effect. Cherishing a sentiment of deadly revenge, the
Chauvinistic section of the French Fress was not found sleering
when the chance offered itself to accommodéte their views to the
more friendly tones of British diplomacy. Speedily, the hatred
of centuries melted away, and the oldest histqrical rivals
commenced to bask in the novel sun lignt of .a new—found friend-
ship. In the fire of German animosity,the Dusl Alliance was
reduced to = c;oser, more compact state; while the hitherto
insociable atom, the British Teuton, has separafed himself from
his German Xkind, and freely claimed a place in a composite
affinity with the Latin and the Slav ; a social miracle, it is
true, but the inevitable product of a seethihg furnace in the
heart of Europe.

By no means confined to the branches of the Causasian
family, the alliasnces of other peoples than the whites, with
the'Whitesf has been brought about by the ponderous hammer of
German diplomacy. Apart from an abstract consideration of these
topics, space will later be found to deal with the practical
results of each of these effects of the policy of the Father-
land. It is however impossible not to perceive the world-wide
influence Germans have had in formulsting policies other than
their own, amd friendships useful to any but themselves. It is
only yesterday that responsible Germans could be made to believe
that the inevitable rgsult of their own foreign tacties would
lead to sure defeat,. ° Checkmated in all her attempts at

aggrandizement, whether in Africa, America, or the Near =ast,
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she fain would next have a piece off China. However.instinctive
regard. for her own self-protection caused one of the matadors
of Eu.ro;pe’F to desist from & mortal combat wwith & nation of the
Yellow race, in order to grip the hend of Nippon in & solemn

i

covenant to c;ose the door to Chinese partition in the face of
ever non-plussed Germany. . 3

This 'aggressiveness' of Germany has made of her a ver-
itable delta, where is wont to be deposited all the vile muck
of the diplomatic world. The effects of hexr foreign 'Ffanfare’
are coming home to her on many tributaries; andvnot least of
them is the putrid flow of her commercial life. The German tax
of capita wealth of 48% as compared to the corresponding tax
of 28% in England, has caused the price of bread +to soar, amd
the living wage to go above the intermational ievel; so much,
that this is mainly answerable for the steady migration in the
prast six years of factories and plants to Belgium, France and
England. Significant indeed is the appearance of a rowerful
rarty of Reactionists, entirely distincet from Socialists,
Centrists, Radicels, or ILiberals, who have, since 1910, been
most notably declamatory agesinst the further growth of naval
expenditure, and indeed extremely guerulous of the present
programme. In truth it would appear that there is more of this

behind Von Tirpitz' latest utterance than generally may be

supposed. )

For Germans still inclined to strike an optimistic note,
the slipping in recent years from her Triple Moorings of the
modern state of Italy furnishe& a dampening event. Rejuvenated,
and perhaps the most ambitious of new nations, Italy has evid-
éntly determined to rescue herself from a somnolent sphere in
the Triple Allisnce. So far has this tendency shown itself of
late, that no responsible German any longer believes that Italy

would engage in a war with France, or indeed with Zngland; while
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as for Austria, it remains &n open secret that Italy is ex-—
tremely jealous of her on the Adriatic side, and would gladly
rumiliate her rather than suffer the Dusal lionarchy to harbour

2 dreadnought fleet near Durazzo, or even at any station of

the Iediterranean littoral. Reasons are not wanting for the
weakness of the Triple Alliance. Zxpert opirnion actuslly
believes that the late Tripolitan war really was waged dby Italy
in anticipation of Germasny's seizure of the Sanjal of Hovibazur;
while . prrvdent Italiaen counsel forbids their country from waging
in suprort of Germany and Austria, a purely unselfish war against
so powerful a combination as the Triple Zntente, strengthened
by the possible sccretion +to its forces of the Balkan Feder-
ation. .

In respect of prestige, then, the German nation has reach-
ed & critical period of its history. The succession of shocks
sdministered to her diplomatic corps within the bast few years
brings us to a consideration of an entirely new chapter in the
Rélations. and one which is by no means devoid of interest or
importance. In fact, it is & crucible wherein it is possible
so to reduce the 'signs of the time' as to be able to build up
a new product, i.e., an appreciation of the living moment, with
an aprroximation of the future.

Plucking fruit from Germany's garden has, of late been the
divgzting sport of certain-Powers.—whether—%his-be—tr;gfnot,
Tne;E fEISn implied tribute to the greatness of the German.
Practically the whole of the world's policy is to-day coloured
by thhe statesmen of Germany or at least by a set of statesmen
who are simply making moves which are nothing else after all
than counter moves to those of Germany. The fact that their
success appears to be now complete. very little takes from the

respect and admiration which Germans have exacted from the rest

of the world. The fruit which has been picked is indeed rrecious
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sweet. to the palates of "Cordiale' militants; but in the gase
of one of them at least, the seeds were very bitter. Znglang
had perheps the most to gain by sucecessfully thwarting the
rlans of Germany; and accordingly, as the object was a prize
of real value, she reckoned not the cost. But this gives us
an opprortunity for conjecture towards the close of the chapter.
A knowledge of the facts leads = calm student of éuroPean
politics readily to conclude that Germany secured, in 1205, to
the discomfiture of France, the resignation from the Premier-—
ship of that country of the very man, ii.Delcassé, who was last
month, by the new militaristic Premier, M.‘Poincaré, so sig-—
nificantly appointed Ambassador to Russisa. This inecident of
1905 was the first of a series of antiiiizg frequently
indulged in by the "blind hull"' of Zurope. The dbullying re-
ceived an ill-defined check from Sir. H.Campbell-Bannerman
of the new British Liberal Government,in the following year .
But yet,not to be deterred,the noxious creature rushed across
the bordersof France, and tfied,in 1908, to goad that peoplé to
war. The very next year, the attack was suddenly directed
against Russie, when Austria successfully settled her "valig"
claims to Bosnia-lierzogovina. The delicate balance of affairs
then trembled visibly for two whole years, when suddenly in the
summer of 1911, while many were enjoying a midsunmer holiday.
the Panther’ pounced on Aéadir and forthwith trouble began in
earnest. This time the China shop was nearly wrecked. Cn a
Sunday, when the fewest possible nﬁmber of Canadians were able
tc get the burden of cable messages, the British nation might

easily have been at war. It is probable that this date marked

‘the real climax of the Anglo-German tension. There were regsons

for the choice of the date when the Fanther cut mecross the seas

Tefore the challz—-white c¢liffs of Agadir. Yirst of all, one of



Robert's

chh,1912.

i >

anguage
uth is
e

-18- .

thhe most violert deruncilators of Germany in this carticular
crisis. Lloyd-George, was velieved in German circies to be the

head of a "Fotsdaoma' rerty in Zngland, oppossed to Sir Zdward
Grey end thre wishes of the Triple Zntente. There thern was sone
ground for hope that +tiie Crancellor would induce his country
perfidiously to leave in the lurch her Ally across the Channel.
As she had done with Fredericiz the Great; vwhy nof =Ye) With her
nearest ally? Secondly, credence was given to the belief that
Russia was cooling towards France, and thirdly, thie Caillaux
press of France, in its advocacy of cosmopolitan finance, was
even then denuncistory of British interest ir the Triple ZEn-
tente. Germany struck because "She believed'her hour had struc;'
and, if her failure was a notable one, it was still more a
striking test of the solidarity of the hitherto dubious Entente.
égrmans based any hopes on the attitude of Lloy@—Georgélon any
difficulties in the shape of a wide-—-spread coal strike which
confronted him. the Little ilian guickly dissdipated them in a
sensational bellicose speech, the twenty-first of July, nineteer
hundred and eleven.

Thus are we brought to the very hour and the heart itself
of the famous lioroccan crisis. But all the story has not yet
been told abvout the so-called, miscalled aggressiveness of
Germany. amTnowus s nuBes s q?\y\ge\-cts c4>u* . The simplest
and baidest recital of facts,therefore,can only serve as a
Gigiilusionment to the mind even of the_most misguided 'Fress
'dieter", whethrer on the street or in the shelter of an

"Znglishman's ¥ome". The eomplaint of Germans .. is, that, from

the statesmen on topr to the collier in the damps below, the

‘English are fed on 'gutter-spout' literature of the most putria

sort in respect of all things German. This complaint is well
founded. Respectable Germans constantly Teel themselves hurt
by the most absurdly patronizing advice from England not only

acs to how they shall conduct their affairs. but frequently as

o
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to how they must conduct them. The urshot is that even the most
srdent disciples of pesce in the rFatherland have come to enter-
tain & wholesome dread of & sudden, malicious, arndéd altogether
unwarranted sttacH from ZEngland;end can we blame them ? Let

us see. King Edward as well as IlLord Lansdowne, and others,
have spared no efforts in a decade to isolate the enemy before
{as Germans believe) doing away with her. o sac%ificé towards
the attainment of this end was considered too great. To Japan
was surrendered the mastery of the Facific. and the virtual
control of the Far Zast; to America were lost 211 rights over
the Panama Canal; Russia was appeased (not without untold mis-
givings for the future) by concessions in Fersisg; France was
yractically hended Morocco, by virtue of a deservedly notorious
'secret’ clause*in the Agreement of 1€04. The historic friend-
chip of Austria-Hungesry was lost over Bosniea-Eerzogovina.Italy
and France were finally reconciled on the lediterranean through
the ministrants of Britain,while, the far-flung battle-line of
England was gradually concehtrated in the channel and deciared
to be 'in readiness for the utmost eventualities in the Worth
Sea".

Of three diplomatic encounters since 190« the English
have successfully cramped the Germans in the first and the last.
Not to speak of the defects of her projected Baghdad Raeilway
scheme, the ohenzollerr ilonarch has been forbidden to put foot
on North ¥West Africa, and has been made to face the interests
of Japran in the East. It is currenf belief that the Supreme
Navy exists mainly to keep Germany away from America, the Indies

and Portuguese Africa. By no means faded from hker memory., it is

‘deserving of note that plans were laid in 1905 for the capture

of the Kiel Canal and the landing of 100.000 British troops in
Schleswig-HBelstein. But this is a dim 1light beside another

lately directed uron the 'Relations’'. Bismarck said '"No state

R S
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"should sacrifice itself on the altar of faithfulress to the
T"frierndships it has made". Ferhaps his advice was followed by
France; perhaps not. But at any rate, France at the Algegiras
Convention of 19C4 openly declared for the "maintenance of the
T"integrity of the Shereefian Empire", and at the same time, in
a secret clause, revealed only in 19209, practically divided
between Spain anéd herself the whole of Morocco. ot tili the
occupation of Fez by French and Spanisih troops were the

virtual intentions of tkhistreacherous league revealed. The duty
of England clearlyAﬁggnto uphold the Convention of 1904. But
actuslly, what was her course 7T She not only defended France
in the recent crisis but evern connived with her in every way,
compacting her already warm understanding with that country

and backing by secret asgreement her position, in such a way
that, inaShort time, her fleet was mobolized, = Territorial army
of 160,0CC was vromised for Belguim and General French was des-—
ratched as prospective Commander-in-Chief of the Allies to hold
a review of the French forcés along the frontier lines of‘Ger—
meny. And all this, it must not be forgotten, becsuse Germany
insisted with a perfect right on the observance of the Act of
Algegiras, to which England, just as truly as any of the others,
was e signatory; a treaty concerning-Mofocco, where British
interests were comparatively unimportant, and which, to say the
least, could best be served, in any case, by the very thing
that Germans sought - the 'open door' for markets.

Can we wonder, then, that the aftermath of Agadir has left
resentment, hatred, and mistrust irn the minds of Germans towards
the methods of Englishmen ? Not at 211, I think. " As long as
"men are men and states are states the guestion of limiting of
"armaments will remain insolubleﬁ‘ " The meddling rSle of Sir
"Edward Grey in the conferences was & rerpetual endeavour +to

"injure Germany. General French's inspection of the French troops

“"on our frontiers. the attitude of the most influential English
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Tnewsparers , LlLloyd-George’s speech in France, ard the display
*of the Tnglish fleet in readiness for war, 'all were sparks to
"licght up the French Chauvinistic gunpowder reserve'. e in Ger-
“"many have striven long enocugh agsinst the inclination to take

"seriously Germany's enemies in England........... . Tripoli was

-"certainly not given up willingly to Italy., or XMorocco to France,

"end to link Russia to England, half Fersia was sacrificed........
"I+t is based on the unhappy old English tradition of "the balance
"of power" in Europe. Yo power oFf the corntinent shall exceed a
"ecertain strength determined by Znglend. With this political
"maxim there is no possibility qf concord....t....‘ﬁe must be
"strong meanwhile, and we must wait till a saner policy gains the
"ascendsnt in England.......... Zngland could well experiment with
"such a policy........ Ferhaps the time for a final change of view
"will have come when officers of the Indian Lancers and Russian
l”Cossacks watech each other within vistol shot on the Ruscoian front-
"fer while reading the London Times and the Novoe Vremja"

Already, perhaps, the fiﬁal change of view i:at hand. fhe
events of the past four weeks, while not oitantly Jjustifying the
prophecies of dire calamity made in the last four years, yet
sufficiently show how very nearly correct those propheeies might
have been. Scarcely indeed do we appeaf to have emerged from the
danger of the Balkan conflagration. The crisis is pronounced as
rast for now at least. But the state of political affairs is such
that the certainties of one day are the unrealities of the rext.
The fluctuatiorn of the stock-markets. the settling of the bourses.
the movements of the war—barometers indicate, on every hand, a
dangerous tension. Iothing but the levers of cosmopolitan finance
seecr: able to cope with the engimery of war. Loreover it has been
ctaxtlingly revealed by & sufficient investigation held in England

in llzrech, that'the interests' are 'getting up' facts and Tigures
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recple of the nations may not want to fight each other any more

than the schoolboy who was goaded on to fight his fellow for the
armasement of the rest ? Surely it does seem as though the
" millions yet desire peace. and that the consumption of alarmist
literature of the last five years will not succeed finall& in
reverting men back to barbarous and incessant warfare. Yet, even
with the notes of cheerful optimism, comes the omninocus werning
that the clements which corrode civilization are already at work.
Invention, since 1900, has noticeably slackened its pace, znd it
may be that mankind is about to revert to the work of destruction.

Yhether civilization is rotting at the heart or not, the
settlement c¢f outstanding militery yroblems is still pending.
However,
Zngland begins to discover that Germans are not so viciously dis-
‘posed after all. They must observe that the Germans are the only
preople who have rot waged a wear of conguest ir fortvty years. It is
rlain to e se:n that the josition o¢f Germany in Eurore ié a
dangerous one. France is increasingly revengeful, and Russia is
wholly more menacing than ever before; the Balkan Confederation
has succeeded in dividing Austria—Huﬁéary to some extent and to =
very great degree is absorbing the atténtion of that country; the
Triple Alliance is in need of more careful piloting; incidentally
shesdaem=0¢ a Jerman dirigible. by an unlucky accident to those
in comwand., nas becr captured, mapped and counter-designed by the
French at Luneville; while finally thé 'implacable' Znglish have
asscerted once nmore their determination to maintain a vastly sup-—
crior fleet ut any cost.

Irerhars the last decision, merae thaoan any other, has had the

effect of causing the German Government to welcome a limitation

e cof armamentf i~ better understanding already seems probable. The

recent
atches
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and forecasts to goad the nations to war and armament . Remember-—
inz a1l these things does it not strongly suggest itself that the
h

e
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possibilities of the future by no means exclude an iLnglo-German
S

Allianég: framead as to counteract the designs of Russia both
as exrressed in the Fan-Slavist movement, ard in the acguisition
of Persia as far ms Indise. This is to say nothing o the French,
whno may easily revert to their old position of ééﬁity towards
Britaein. The re-adjustment of Alliances, the breakiﬁg up of the
Concert of the Fowers, =2nd the ursetting of the palance of Péwer
in Zurope, might easily result in the cataclysm so long dreaded
of menkind, were it not for the blessed hores engendered by the

final success of diplomacy in the latest settlement of the Balkan

crisis.
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ZXPLATATORY TICTES.

The plans of the Super-Brandenburg tiyre of shirs were fore-
stalled ‘coincidently’' by the launch of the bpattleship Ireadnought
I; which in its turn gave way to & superior Germar Ilassau. While

Germans are wont to put the blame of ruinous competition on the

British, for building the Dreadnought, it is now generelly believed

-

that, with regard to the Brandendburg ship, the Znglish Intelligence
agency at Berlin was singularly well-informed. - =o much so, in
fact, that the onus of ship-building competition seems fairly re-—
moved from the shoulders of Dreadnought designers.

The usual averazge of military conscription regquires not less
than 1.1% of capable manhood to undergo military training. In their
modern zeal for & matchless Navy, the Germens have neglected the
drilling of one-~third of their manhocod. The result, par consequence,
of this, as well as the tandem policies oFf her triﬁle opponents,
has Dbrought the Bismarckian IZmpire to s dangerous impasse. There
lies, on her eastern frontier, a nation whose people number
scarcely more than one-half of her own, but Whoée up—to—~date mil-
itary system has placed her indeed on & footing of consurmate
eguality. To offset the danger, a League, the ‘Viehrverein, has
sprung into bveing, Wi%%?avowgd intention of keeping the Army
abreast of the Navy. (Since the abandonment of the one per cent
standard, the army has received not 93C00, dDut 14000 men only,- a
discrepancy surely and overtly serious for a nation liable to

tripartite attack. ) To =zdd to the danger, the world believes, with

" Col. egel, a French artillery expert, that the field equipment of

Trance is much suprerior to that of Germany; while Germeny herself
admits that her own methods are now for the most'part antiquated
and unimproved by the vital lesson of the Eoer war and that of

the Russo-Japanese. ;
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It is & fact well-krnowvn to war conmoisseurs, that in the
minds of all lesders of German thought, the deanger of invasion
by land is a matter of deepr concern. The lstest figures from
the press call for ar additional strength of 168000 men which
is an increase of 138000 on the earlier proposal of January.
This brings the zrend total to more than 850,000 men. In re-
spornse to this extroardinary move, the French have votéd to in-
crease an already powerful army of 58C,0CC to the surprising
number of 790,000, and have returned to the Fresidency, a ﬁil—
itaristic leader, L. Foincare. whose significant initial step
was to send to Russias as foreign ambassador, the very man, M.
Delcasse, whom we read was dismissed by “"Les Allamagnes" (some
years before). What this may.mean to the éo—ca}led "bully' of
Turope can better be judged in the light of & more recent revel-—
ation.

"In spite of the fact that everybody profits from it, the
British EZmpire excites enough envy as it is. Buf it is difficult
to conceive the hatred and rancour it would excite if & serious
aftempt were made to confine its benefits to Anglo-Saxendom"
{Sir Wm. Meliillarn).Allthis relates to economics of course; but,.
economics is inextricably tangled with the web of political
rivalry which has formed between the two countries, and, as such‘
deserves to be treated here.

Von Tirpitz at last Dbelieves it impossible to overtake the
English battle-line in point of numbers.

Germény has been the blind bull of Zurope. Rushing madly
forwerd, in & vain attempt to impale her.enemies. her sole con-
solation has been to see them fly, from +time to time, to the

umbrage of one another's friendships; while they, by cleverly

-side-stepping have led the enemy into a dangerous impasse, from

which indeed she will recover, if she may.



