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- 1" INTRODUCTION S ..

rhe problem of reconcriing the aims of a dynamic
.natlonal group with those of a novement commltted to class
revolutlonihas been the foous of 1mportant debate since
the mlddle\of the last ‘century. The valldxty of a national
movement's claim to soverelgnty and the ramlflcatlons ofr |
~ this clalm for the cause of 1nternatlonal struggle for
proletarlankrule were-cruc1al issues confronted by the
members of- the Flrst and Second Internatmonal founded by
followers of Marx and Engels in '1863 ‘and 1889 respectlvely.
What came to be known as the "natlonal question" also
- figured among the principal concerns of the Russian disciples

of Marxism; V.L.‘Lenin\and Joseph Stalin.’
. \‘. »

The c0ntroversy surroundlng the national questlon
continues to occupy the attentlon of polltlcal thebrlsts
and per51sts as a primary subject of debate among‘Marxlst
groups. Canada too has had. her national question. The °

f/—wstrong sentlment for national 1dent1f1cat10n among some of
the French-speak%ng population of the province of Quebec
has been a tenaclous thread of Canadlan polltlcal history,.

- . reachlng 1ts most recent peak during the "Qulet Revolution"”

. of the 1960s.

- L)

‘Given the historical experience of Marxists in dealing

Z“/““\\ with the politigal consequences of national movements, it is

L] hed

-,.
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:(CPC) Wthh flrst approached Quebec pOllthS in terms of

‘not surprising that lt was the Communist Party of Canada

‘1ts understandlng of Marxist theory on the natlonal questlon.;'f

,

A key flgure in formulatlng the CPC policy regardlng French

Canada was Stanley Bréhaut Ryerson. It is through the

r

”wrltlngs of Ryerson that we shall examine the CPC' s response

to nationalist sentlment in Quebec and determine how this
one leadlng ‘Canadian Marx1st 1ntellectual dealt over the

course of hlS career w1th French- Canadlan natlonallsm.ln

1

+the context oflhis commitment to the international class

struggle.

Marx did not develop as scientific a theory on nationality
as dld Lenin or Stalin, - for example" He uséd the term
"nation" 1oosely and employed 1t to refer to "ecountry",

-

“state" and even to the ruling class of a-given country.l

.. ) ' } : :
His principal concern was, .of course, the promotion of the
- international proletarian movement. While adhering to the

‘notion of internationalism ‘and believing that national

rivalries would disappear with the advent of socialism, Marx
nevertheless tended to be sympathetic to certain national

strugéles against oppression. This was particularly true -

-if he believed that achievement of nationhood'would lead

to the deéelopment of modern economies, a precondition for

. / A
the advancement of the proletariat. He was therefore more

tolerant of the cause of large nations as.opgosedzto small

ones.
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Among contemporary nat10na1 causes,.Marx,VLewed the °

German unlflcatlon movement as a, progre551ve one. He assumed

its- success would not only promote modern economlc development,
Fbut, by weakenlng the opposing aristocracy and monarchy,

modern Germany would challenge the strength of reactionary =

-y . .

"Buropean powers, most notably Czarlst RuSSLa,3 He llkew1§e
supported the cause of an independent poland which mould

; L - . .. C s 4
‘serve as a buffer to Russian imperialism.

‘Lenin was faithful to Marx's opposition to national

oppression. He also shared his mentor's optimism regarding‘.

the eventual disappearance of national competition once
eocialiém”wes universally'established'by the proletariat.

He 'accepted the principles of "national equality"and "right

N

to self-determination®, but he clarlfled that

To accuse those who support freeddm -

of selfhdetermlnatlon i. e., freedom

to secede,.of encouraging separation,

is as foolish and hypocritical as

~ accusing those who advocate freedom

. of divorce of encouraging the destruction
' of family ties.

In his attempts to biild a united reVolutionary political
party, Lenin found nationalism to be essentlally a bourge01s'
concern and thus a divisive polltlcal force. 1In hlS last
. ;-
years, he distinguished between proletarian and bourgeois
nationalism:
Insofar as the bourge0151e of the oppressed
nation flghts ‘the oppressor, we are
always, in -every case...in favour, for we
are the staunchest and the most consistent

enemies of oppression. But insofar as
the bourgeoisie of the oppressed nation




stands for its own bourgeois
“'nationalism, we Eand against. 5

-

Hls support for natlonal causes ‘was most often lent to

colonial llberatlon movements; a natlonallst movement led

.- ,

by the proletariat could be a positive force in the liberation

>

of oppressed colonies. 7 On the whole, however he unquestlonably

‘placed more emphasis on the 1nternatlonal than on the ' ';

.natlonal struggle
Stalin continued-Lenin's cOmmitment to' the princibles:
of "natlonal equality" and “self-determlnatlon but in prdctice
l dlsplayed even less’ tolerance of . natlonal particularism
than his predecessor.‘ In his early writings he empha51zed
the bourgeOLS character of national movements-
...the’ nat10nal struggle under the
conditions of rising capitalism is
a struggle of the bourgeois classes
among themselves. Sometimes the
bourgeoisie succeeds in drawing the
proletarlat into the national movement,
and then the national struggle externally
assumes a "nation-wide" character. But ?\
this is so only externally. In its <\
‘essence -it 1s always a bourgeois struggle,
‘one that is to the advantage and profit
mainly of the bourgeoisie. ‘
His emphasis determined the official Communist attitude to
the national question during the 1930s. ‘After the 'Soviet
Union was attacked by Germany during the .Second World War,
however, Stalin showed himself to bBe much more sympathetlc
.to those natlonallst groups which reSLSted(Ma21 aggression.
This ohange in attitude was in turn reflectéd,mﬁ’pranouncements

issued during this period by Comintern which indicated approval

of nationalism in the context of thé existing struggle against



gl

= German opﬁression.' \ o T i
From the 1930s through to the late 19505, Ryersou and
the CPC falthfully reflected the modlflcatlons of the
Stalinist line on-the national questlon. But, as we shall see,'
durlng the latter 19605, Ryerson become 50 sympathetlc to

theé cause of the Frencthanadlan natlonal movement that he

went . beyond the view of orthodox’ Marxlsm—Lenlnlsm

_The«Communist Party of'Canada has only relatively
recently attracted the interest of Canadlan scholars.
.Canadian. hlstorlography and pOllthal science have long ’
been dominated by,our SOvcalled liberal and conservatlve

’

schools which have'ignored the”CPC, William.Rodney,9 Ivan

Al L4

-Avakumoviclo and Norman Pennerli 'have provided useful
overvlews of the development of the party in Canada; two
master's theses have dealt with the polltlcal ‘structure
and'functlonlng of the CPC;lg and a recent Ph.D. thesis has r#
.examined the application of Marxist theory to the Canadian
situation.13 Among.French Canadians in the field, Marcel

Fournier,14 Andrée Lévesque--olssen,"15 Robert Comeau and

Bernard Dio’nne16 and Bernard Gauvin17 have done specific
studies of the Communist movement in Quebec. No one, however,

has yet focussed upon any of the leading personalities

active in the CPC.

Historians of the Canadian Communist movement recognize
Stanley Ryerson as being among the first group of intellectuals

to join the CPC in the early 1930s and they also point to

(*‘1



hlS ‘roleé’ in developlng the partylpOSLtlon regardlng French_ {

Canada. As well as belng an actlve proponent of Marx15m

Coin Canada, Ryerson LS well known as a ploneer Marxist

hlstor;an. In both these facets ‘of his profe951onal llfe

.he has demonstrated a'partlcular 1nterest‘1n French Cdnada.

He was first.brought'to_Quebec by a teachingrpositionlin K

Montreal. .His facility in the French language and his
involvement with the Communist movement drew him.increasingly

aciose.to French Canada and the national guestion eventually

becane one of his‘primarydinterests.

Ryerson ] famlly background and early educatlonal
training were not the usual maklngs for an adherent of
Marxism. In contrast to the great majority of the early

CPC members who were elther European .or British lmmlgrants,

+

he is a flfthvgeneratlon Canadian from a long—establlshed

!

Toronto family. He was once descrlbed by a fellow paxrty

"

' member as a "symbol of unlty of the French and Engllsh—

speaking peoples of Canada." 18 Not only was he completely

fluent'inlboth official languages by the time" he joined the
CPC, but he- boasts both an English and French-Canadian
heritage. On his father‘s side, the tamiiy history in

Canada goes'back'to the immigration of the United Empire'
Loyalists duringkthe American Revoiutionj* Tne mostinotable
family ancestor was his great-grandfather, Egerton Ryerson, ;
the promlnent newspaper edltor and educator in Upper Canada;

He was also the grandenephew of William McDougall one of.’

134




. the Fathers of Confederatlon. On his mother 5 Slde, the

'famlly llneage dates back to 1636 when the flrst Bréhaut

arrlved in New France.19 Whlle llVlng and" wrltlng in Quebec,
Ryerson often 1ncludes the "Br&haut” 1n _his name to underllne

his clalm to a Frencthanadlan herltage.

o -
Lo .

Born in March lQll'ORyerson was eddcated in Torohto,'
flrst attendlng Upper Canada College and then the Un1versrty
of Toronto where he studled modern languages. He graduated
w1th a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1933. ‘Durlhg‘his- ‘
university programme he spent the year 1931-1932 studying
Italian language‘and literature at the Sorbonne. ‘While .
attehding the Sorbonne, he wrote a thesis on G.B. Vico and
Ciorahni Verga, two Italian men of letters, and was awarded
a “d1p16me d‘études supérieures”". He returned‘to Paris in
l933—1934, It was during these prolonged visits to the

intellectual capital of Europe, in the early years of the

Depression decade; that ha was first introduced and™drawn ~

to the Left and the international Commﬁnist moveﬁent. His .

interest in the theatre and art led him to join'the

Association des Ecrivains et Artistes révolutionnaires ‘gg

shortly after his arrival in Paris in 1931.20 Later, in

1937, he e&plained the connection between his concern for
culture and his politicization and support for Communism:

: The realization that the cultural
values of art and literature were
being turned by capitalism into
what I can only describe as spiritual
onanism, and the discovery that
Communism, by solving the material



problems of soc1ety,was the one
-path to a future creative a1
renaissance, was the flrst 1mpulse.

His lnterest in art and culture remalned afconstant,

'although not a predomlnant, concern in his work.. lee

' others ‘of the Left 1n‘Europe durlng the thlrtles, he looked

v

to the Sov1et Unlon as a model soc1ety in the- realm of

culture and the arts

Ryerson off1c1ally enllsted in the ranks of the

Communlst movement when he returned to Canada after his

"
b

'flrst stay in. Parls- he ]Olned the Young Communlst ‘Leaqué

©(fen) in 193_";5_7

Arts Club.and the Workers'! .Theatre in Toronto before actually

“taking up membership in the CPC the following year, In

1933 he was elected to the national executlve of the ¥YCL

, and worked as edltor of the organlzatlon S newspaper, The

. Young Worker. ’At this time he was also actlve with the

-Canadlan Labour Defense Legbue. Ryerson claims that a key

---‘0

flgure in thls lnltial stage of hls polltlcal apprenticeship
was.Blll Sparksr also known as Bill Rudas, an organizer

from the Communist Party of American who was sent to Toronto

to assist the Canadian movement . When he returned to Paris

later in 1933r Ryerson joined the French counterpart to the

YCL, the Federatlon des Jeunesses communlstes and also

worked fornl‘Avant Garde editing workers' correspondence to

~

the journal.22

Ryerson'!s role as a principal figure in the Quebec wing

LT



- the agerof-twenty—four, he became director of education for

s . o . . . .“‘—' . -
. : ‘ oL 9y
. . . . . e e . .
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of the CPC“beQan when he retﬁrﬂed to Caneae;.late?iﬁﬂthe_

summer of 1934,'toltake a teaohing_position in French Studies

‘at Sir George_Wiiliams Univérsity in Montreal. In 1935, -at

'the CPC in Quebec and in the same year was co—opted to the

LCentral Commlttee of the party. Then, in the sprlng of 1936,

he was elected secretary, or head, of the Quebec section of

the CPC, Shortly after the founding of- the party weekly
. ’ D . -

Erench newspaper, Clart&, he was appointed assistant editor

and contributed regularly to its_columns. Because of the
way the Communist-movemeht was riewed in canada at the time
and in order to protect his’ p051t10n at Sir George Wllllams,
he wrote under the pseudonym "E, Roger“ In the spring of

1937, however, hlS political activities were discovered by

-the university and his contract was not renewed for the

following academic year, From this moment on he became
a full-time activist with the CPC., During his early vyears
in Montreal, Ryerson worked closely with such prominent

party organizers as Fred Rose, Paul Delisle and Berthe Caron.23

buring Ryerson's.initial years in the. Communist

movement, few Frenchwspeaking members of the CPC held key

positions within the national executive; a fact which
underlines the importance of his role as a link between
the rrancophones and the leadership. In the 1930s, when
francophoges were just beginning to join the GPc;‘there

were virtually none who shared either the.formal or political
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" edlcation of some of.their Englishe-speaking comrades.

Ryerson, as provincial secretary, was the spokesman for

*

the-Ffehch—speakiné activists ‘and articulated their concerns

8.

to the leadership. He.made monthly reﬁorts to the Central

Committee to. kéep it abreast of the activ1tiss ‘and concerns

of the Quebec_membership.24..He thus acted as an important .

" vehicdle of communication between Quebec and the Toronto-based

leadership.

. " - ]
re, .

Ryerson also played a key role in educating English-

.'speaking'Cahaaians about French Canada. In Montreal during

G
the late 'thirites, he gave lectures;on Quebec to study

groups like the St, James Literary Socxety. In Toronto he
spoke to church groups and to- different centres of the
Young Men's Christian Association.zsw Within the Communist
movement, hé.car;ied his message to the various CPC clubs
and hiS'Qritings on Quebec were at times the subject of
discussion for thess.clubs‘.study sessions. Among fellow

party meﬁbers, he was highly respected for his academic

:credentials and was widely accepted as the expert on Quebec

~within the CPC. His dual ancestry and complete command of

both. the English and French language made him unique within

-+he Communist movement in Canada ‘during this early period.26

LY

Wwhef Ryerson returned from France to join the ranks of
the Canadian Communist movement, he was young ' and idealistic
and newly infused with ideas from a political doctrine which

appeared to provide the answers to the economic and social



5crlsls aéfllctlng the world durlng the. flrst cataclysmlc

3
years of ‘the. 19305. A study of those early wrltlngs provides
us .with an example of the commltment w1th which: Canadian

Communlsts sought to reveal to their fellow countrymen thelr.

conception of the paﬂ? to eoc1al salvation.

As a fulletime party worker, Ryerson wrote extensively.
. B T o
His contributions to party‘newspapeis and journals constitute

w, %

the bulk of the .primdry source materlal for this study. To
the extent that it was 90551b1e, the materlal was read in.
<

chronclogical sequence to follow Ryerson and his party
systematically aS~they responded to the development of .
_Canadian society from the height of the DepreeSion to the
twilight of the Quiet Revolution., While Ryerson is more
popularly known as an historian, this s%?dy focusses on his
polltlcai writlng‘ Beyond the reoognltLOn that he stands as

a pioneer in ‘developing a Marxist lnterpretatlon of Canadlan

history, no attempt is made to evaluate his historical work.

The first chapter deals with the Depression and the
conflict between the opposing ideologies of the '1930s.
Ryerson's articles in Clarté and, to a lesser extent, 1its

English-language counterpart, the  Daily Clarion, provided

the basic sources for this period. The following chapter
focusses on the Second World War during which time he wrote

for la Victoire, the successor to-~Clarté, and the Toronto-
~ T . ——— -

based Canadian Tribune. This chapter alsoc covers the

post-war period roughly to the end of the 1950s when the

o

-~
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v
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Amerlcan “ally“'became the “1mper1allst aggressor" 1n the
view of the world Communlst movement From 1944 to 1949

Ryerson was managlng edltor of the monthly perlodlcal of the

CPC, National Affalrs Monthlx, and his contrlbutlons to this

publlcatlon fqrm-the core of the materlql-for the latter part

‘of the chapter. 'The-EIﬁal section deals Qigh the decade of
% : ~

.

the 1960s eqd in particular the events)in Quebec. The central

CPCpjournal, The Marxist Quarterly, provided the essential

forum for Ryerson's writing. 'In each of these periods, he

also produced-at least one significant historical work which

ad8is another dimension to his political analysis of Quebec and

the larger‘political scene, In addition, where nebessary to
establish the political context for Ryerson's work, I have

used party documents, especially the speeches and pamphlets

of Tim Buck, the general secretary of the CPC.27

"

‘

Further and important aspects of the research for this
study were the background information and different responses
to the thesis derived from interviews with Ryerson and other

individuals who were active in the Communist movement during .

the same period. In addition to meeting with Ryerson while
writing the paper and once the final draft was near completion,-
I also discuSSed the worklwith Communist activists R.S. Kenny
and his wife Phyllis of Toronto and former party member,

Gui Caxon of Montteal. These sessions were useful ‘for filling

in the background and for gome of the bidé%aphical details



géggrding'Ryérson;‘ The interviews also provided the

B T R C. e e m e e —wem e e e

opportunity of testing my interpféﬁafion of‘the'response
6f‘Ryeréép and the CPC to the katiohal gﬁeétion'ianrehch
Canada. The rgadtioﬁgjand inférmaéion I‘received from
these encbuﬁtérs‘réise some interesting questions with
respec;lto.the rolée of writﬁen source materiél in the
writingiOf'Histoig and is a’ subject whiéh.will be discussed

more fully in the conclusion.

It should be thed that aithough Ryersén's work providés
the core source material upoh which this sﬁudy is based,
during his ygafs as a member of the CPC he was acting as a h
key party spokesman and his writing should be regérded as

interpretation and promotion of the official party line and

" not as separate from it. ,At the same time, however, this

paper will‘demonstrétg the important and original role

piayed Py Ryerson in shaping CPC policy regarding French
Canada. It is clear that during the 1930s énd early 1940s

hié view of'the national question at times anticipated official
aéoption of policy by the party. Furthermore; during’the‘

last couple of years before he left the parﬁy fold, there is
evidence of scme ambiguity and contfadiétion between. his view
and the official line. The differences between the man and

»

his party ultimately became irreconcilable and markéd an
[

importéﬁﬁ stage in his political development,

Ryerson's writing offers an obvious focus for a study’

of the evolution of the Canadian Communists' response to

)



natlonallsm and the natlonal questlon in Quebec by v1rtue‘b

‘ ,
of the perlod his work covers and|also the exten51veness of

his published’ materlal neth polltlcal and hlstorlcal._:

While the CPC has been only a marglnal force in Canadlan
polltlcal life, a study of ‘its development with regards to
policy on French Canada is nevertheless a worthwhile under-
+aking. In his ovexview of the Left in Canada,‘Norman
Penner describes CPC poliey on Frencn Canada as beinq

deternined simply on the basis of tactical necessity}28

This thesis is a challenge to this conclu51on by Penner.

.By plottlng out the modlflcatlons in Communist policy on -

French Canada and by placing these changes in thel£ historical,

context, this study demonstrates how CPC policy was fashioned

by more than tactical considerations; it illustrates the

increasing awareness and understanding of Quebec society Qn

. general and of French~Canadian nationalism in particular on

the part of Ryerson and his party.29

Finally, in addition to providing the opportunity
to examine the denelopment'of one party's response to the
Ffenchvbanadian national gquestion, the thesis also‘ekplofes
the experience'of a prominent Canadian Marxist intellectual
whose understanding of Canadian society ultimately went
. ~
beyend the limits of orthodox Marxism-Leninism. This

individual experience adds a further dimension to the

historiography of French<Canadian nationalism.

-
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CHAPTER I -

'THE GREAT DEPRESSION: = STANLEY RYERSON
RESPONDS TO THE CRISIS OF CAPITALISM

-

L

For modern. industrial societies, the Great Depression

‘qf the 1930s was an experience of social and economic'
| upheaval and general uncertainty. Not all onlookers to the

_widespre?d turmoil of this period, however, were convinced

that it was but an aberration or simply the nadir in a

cycle of economic development. To the followers of Karl

'Marx, the events unfolding in the thirties were clearly_the

fulfilment of prophesies dating back almost a-century.

Communists interpreted this turmoil as a great crisis of

" capitalism; this economic system was being undone by its

owh inherent contradictions.

In December 1933, in line‘with policy which dated back

.. to the founding of the Communist International (Comintern),l

the executive committee of-that organization announced that

"The great task of the international proletariat is to turn

the crisis of the capitalist world into the victory of the

proletarian revolut:i.on."2 The Communist analyst believed

that the Depression demonstrated that capitalisﬁ‘Was in its
final stages and that the QOal of socialist revolution was

one step closer. Despite the disintegration of world

<

capi}alism, however, the - political collapse of bourgeois
regimes was not inevitable. 1In response to the threat of

¢

~ . s
. .



" revolution, the desperate capitalist class was turning to

fascism to bar the way to working-class victory. In 1935
the Seventh*World Congress of‘thé Coﬁmunist,International
declared:

~Fascism is not a philosophy, not a

‘theory, not a social system, but the

means used by finance capital, in order ,
to maintain its rule... * ‘

Fascism is the attempt of the bourgeoisie
to shift the burden of the crisis on
to the backs of the toilers. It is
an attempt of the bourgeoisie to solve
_ the problem of markets by enslaving
N the weak nations,.intensifying colonial
L . oppression and the repartitioning of
' the world by means of war...

During the 19305} the disease of fascism spread quickly

to different parts of the world. Following the earlier

‘Matﬁh on Rome and- seizure of power in Italy in 1922 by

Mussolini and his "blackshirts“, Hitler swept to power in
Germany in 1933, Franco led the rebellion against the
legitimate Républicaﬁ.governmenf in Spain in 1936 and, a
year later, Jépan invaded China. Aééording to Tim Buék,
general secretary of the Cémﬁggist Party of Canada (QPC),
such examples were "all integréL~pa;ts of the drive of
reactionary finance capital to AVerwheim‘démoéracy throughout

the world."4

While fascism was a menance to the workingQélass
movement in all capitalist countries, its most serious
threat lay in the possibility that’@ermany and Japan might

attack the Soviet Union, the "bulwark of socialism".

el



For Communlsts throughout the world, the Sov1et Unlon was,

the embodlment of the 1deal or model sqblety. It was the

‘one country in whlch the proletarlat had successfully

,trlumphed in revolutlon agalnst the oppressor class Since

October‘lQlT, the Soviet Union had eyolved from being one

.. of the most ‘backward sSocieties in Europe to being‘the most

advanced. Great improvements in agricultural. techniques

'and 1ndustry enabled lts populatlon to enjoy a rising

standard of llVlng. This contrasted starkly with the
deepenlng misery of workers in capitalist soc1et1es,
especially those in the grip of a fasc15t reglme.S While
the capitalists! imperialist.ambitions naturally led to
international war, the Soviet people'"need'peece to enable,
them to complete and enjoy the building7of'socialism and
to show the people of the world the dazzl;ng light of. |
Sovfet achievements thet, under‘socialism, peace can be
petmanently assured.“6 By defending the intereste of the
Soviet Union, then, one was also promoting the cause of

world peace,
' ¢

To defeat the fascists, the Seventh Congress of
Comintern decided on the tactic of a "united front", of

which the most important element was the working class led

by the Communists, It weould also include all democratic

forces. opposed to fascism, Democratic fronts were to be

mobilized within each country to combat indigenous elements-

‘of reaction and to support anti~fascist forces abroad.7



'The movement 1n»defense of Republlcan Spaln aqalnst Franco '

'is an exemple of the concept ‘put 1nto action. From 1935 .

on into the‘war,years; the. "united ﬁront"Aremalned the

h watchword of the Communist movement. . '

Wlthln their own natlonal borders, Canadlan Communlsts

) e

‘applled the analysxs of a crisis of capltallsm to the economlc

scene Of the 1930s. As a young Marxist Ryerson surveyed
the conditions prevalllng-ln-Canada during the Depre551on
and perc1eved a soc1ety rlpenlng for revolutlon. ‘Most

consp1c1ous was the widening gap between the capltallst and

-worklng class and the lncrea51ng burden borneby the latter '

dunlng economlc hard tlmes.. Explaining the worklngs of

the capltallst system to his Clarte readers, he wrote:
't I1 en est tou]ours ainsi sous le

régime capitaliste, fond& sur la
course acharnée aux.profits et sur
l'accaparement individuel des
grandes entreprises industrielles,
tandis.que la masse des ouvriers sont
privés de toute propri&té et ressent

)

.. . 3 la merci de l'insé&curité& et de la

misére. Ce paradoxe de la pauvrété

générale au milieu de l'abondance est g

le résultat logique du capitalisme;...
Party leader Buck added to this condemnation of the existing
system by assailing the barons of high finance: "With

four of the ten banks oontrolling 70% of the banking

business, and industry trustified behind tariff barriers,

- which assure monopoly prices and profits;'a tiny‘group of

9

fifty or sixty men dominates Canada's economic life."’ Of

these men, Buck singled out Sir Edward Beatty, Sir Herbert
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of economic exploitatidn.

lowest among the major industrial centres in the country,

of their workers, of being guilty of "asservissement”.

‘Holt and Arthur‘Meighen as beiné among the worst offenders

10

In Ryerson s view, the most crystalllzea and blatant,
example of economic disparity was to be found in the
prqyince of Quebec.ll The glaring contrast between rich
and poor was particularly evident in Montreal. -St. James
Street, the symbol of high finance and class éppressiOn,
bordered thé district in which lived scores of unemployed
workers and indu;tr;él labourers living in impoverished
conditions. The standard of living in Montreal was the
a claim Ryersbn su?stantiéted with figures ﬁublishéd-by .
the federal government.lz Among industries based in
Montreal and throughout the province 1n general he 51ngled

out the textile manufacturers as being the worst exploiters
13

The general condition of Qestitution among the labouring
poor existed 'in spite of the high lefels of production_in.
the manufécturing gsector and the great reserves of hydro-
electric power..l4 To explain to his worging—class readers
the basis of their plight, $he chose exaﬁples of economic

and social injustice which were part of their daily‘life

experience.

Ryerson singled out the municipal tax system in
Montreal as a conspicuous éxample of economic oppression.

He maintained that the increase in the city's water tax was

22.



designed to péés the surtax imposed on~public-utilities

onto the consumer and . that -consequently the least privileged

-bore the greatest flnanc1al burden of the tax. He found a

smmllar fault with the business tax; w1th1n the world of
affairs the large corporatlon was not seriously affected
rather the small businessmen subsequently faced flnanC1al

ru1n.15 Flnally, he placed the 2% sales tax in the\same‘

by
context of economic oppression:

A Cette taxe, qui a &t& - imposée
unigquement pour gque les d&tenteurs
d'obligations, de dé&bentures et .
d'hypothéques, les grandes banques
.et corporations qui sont cré&anciers
de la ville, ne perdent pas une cent’
de leurs dividendes: pour que le
"cré&dit" municipal soit sauvegardé
--cette imposition fait partie de
toute la politique de 1'administration
de la ville: sacrifier les pauvres
aux . intéréts financiers de la rue .
Saint-Jacques. La taxe de vente n'est
gu'un chainon dans toute une série
de mesures ayant ce méme but.

o

| .
Exposure of injustices in the tax system and the need for
tax reform ﬁere‘themes to which Ryerson returned periodically

throughout the decade. 1In summin up his evaluation of

‘the tax structure in Quebec, he referred to the province-

as "un véritable paradis pour les trustards."t’ The tax

system was just one source of the class tensions swelling

within the province.

Another example of ‘social inequity was the failure

of the system of education to respond to the needs of the

- poor. Elitism was not peculiar to the ﬁrovince of Quebec,

///**;ﬁ. o - t - - 23,
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- its populatlon was the lowest:

24,

but Ryerson malntalned that’ in Canada its rate of llllteracy

was the most. startllng and that the level of schoollng among

-

Le nombre .des illettré&s complets
dans le Québec dépasse de 50% le
chiffre de l1l'Ontario, qui a une
populatlon supérleure d'un demi-
million & celle du Québec...On avoue-
officiellement qu'il y a 118,000

: enfants d'dg scolaire qdi ne vont
pas & l'école. A Montré&al, la seule
Commission des Ecoles cathollques
a constatd qu'en 1935, 3, 000
enfants ont &té& privés d'lnstructlon,
faute de vétements et de chaussures
‘pour aller & 1'école. 18 ‘

He was first prompted to write on the subject of education
in response to a provincial report on the subject prepared.

in early 1935 by Jean~Charles Harvey, then' director of the

Ouebec bureau of statistics. In the report, .Harvey concluded

o

that the primary goal was not to raise the mass of the
populatlon to levels of functional llteracy, but to produce
a cultivated and superlor soc1al eln.te.19 The interests

of the elite were consc1ously promoted by the Chué;hvrun
system of classical colleges which prepared its students
for their place among the topfranking_professionslzo It
was againgt these'antivegalitariaa values ia education -

which Ryerson launched his assault, :

Ryerson characte:ized'institutionalized education in
Quebec as being not only elitist, but also as backward and
scholastic in nature; the system taught reactionary ideas

which led its students to mysticism rather than preparing
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-

ﬁhem:for the'problemé of the modern world. Essentially,
"laAPPSSibilité pour la jeunesse de faire connaissance

avec oeuvres d'&conomie d'un caractdre progressif est
"21 - .

1imi£ég. The potential dangef of reactionéry educatiop.
was ﬁarticularly acute during the Depression. Because of
"their lack of understanding of the workings gf_modern:

' éociety, throngs of dissatisfiéd youth'vented.their frustration
" against organized labour raﬁher_;han'tﬁe capitélist system
itself. In Ryerson's view, disenchanted youths were the
most. susceptible to the demagogues of'reaction.22 To redress
the €litist and regressive nature gf educatioﬂ,'the Communist
Party advocated a state-run system coupled with more |
French;speaking.schools and libraries as well as institutions
of highef learning which would facilitate "progreséive“
development iﬁ'Quebec society.z-3 Definite measures had to

be ﬁaken to combat the_reactionary ideoclogy fostered by

backward education.

The flagrant economic and éocial disparity was glaring
evidence of the advanced stage of é;isis in the capitalist
systém. Quebec-society'had reached. the crqssroadé in its
poiitical evolution and faced ‘the choice of shedding the
bonds of capitalism and striving towards socialism or
falling into the abyss of fascism. For Communists the’threat
of thé latter was especially menacing in Quebec and they
warned that it was essential to nip incipient fascism in the

bud before it spread throughout Canada: "Il est de la plus

’
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haute impéréaﬁcé"pbur-tout le Canada que Québéc he devienne.
pas la Eése d'une offeﬁsiﬁe'pour &tablir le faédiéme-dans
‘tout le reste du.pays."z4 Ryerson ahd-hié partf viewed .

the interests of high finance and monopoly capitalism as
being the primafy_force of reaction.in the province and
éingled out the right-win§ elements of the Churéh and
petit—baurgeois nationalism a§ the.two principal sourcéé of
suppért.zs‘ The polltlcal lackey of the St. James Street

barons was the Duple351s government 26

o
The soc1aL leadershlp provided by the hlerarchy of

the 3?man Catholic Church posed a serious threat to democracy
;n Québec. Unllke Italy or Germany, where fascism developed_
outside of the bounds of religion, in Quebec, "nous faisons
face au danger d'un enchevétrement des forces cléricéles

et fascistes%<i'une espé;e de clérico—fascismé sur le

modéle aﬁtrichien..."27 Referring to the danger.but not

the reality‘of clerico-fascism was the closest Ryerson

éame, however, to outright criticism af religion iniQuebec
when he wrote for his French-speaking readefs during this
period. There was no criticism of}the Church on the pages

of the weekly clartd. The party could ill afford to

alienate its French-speaking Catholic readership by attacking

the institution of faith so central to their own identity.

In the English party paper, the Daily Clarion, he accused the

Church of moving increasingly to the Right in its political

- sympathies and of being "the main instrumentfof the French

»
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aﬁdhEnglish Canadian capitalist class in’holding!ﬁhe Quebec

. 28
masses in check.”

Yet haﬁéxplainedfto his English—épeakiné
reéders that the force of reaction was not the Caﬁholid
faith, but elements of the Church‘gierarchy..‘He Qas quick

to dispel‘any qotion that bathblicism-in';tself was‘a
':source oflfaéciém, a supposition that would have contributed
to division between the English‘and Frénch—speéking working

class.

Teﬁsions beﬁween the CPC and the Church in Quebec
weré exacerbated by the latter's involvement in trade
 unions as an élternative to the militant international
unions. Ryerson contended that the aiﬁ of the Catholic
unioﬁs was tO‘ﬁndermine the effort.of the internationals
to organize the mass of unorganizgd Quebeé workers and
to instill the ho£ion of class collaboration rather than
class warfare.30 This of course was qiametriCally opposed

to The goals inherent in Communist theory.

Although the aims of the éaﬁholic and.international
~unions’ appeared to be contradictory, the CPC,cbuld not afford
to spurn cooperation with its trade union rivals. -Given

the directive of the Communist iﬂternationél_to build a
"united" or "democratic" front, the party was obliged to
regard the Catholic uh;ons as potéﬁtial allies. In 1935,

at the beginning of the united‘frént period, Ryerson adﬁitted
that the main barr;er to cobperation was that the Communists

did not understand the Catholic unions:  "We do not know

¥
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_enough'about the Catholic_Syndicétes sO far as trade union

31f As the deca@e wore on énd_the party -

unity is ¢0ncerned."
- 1earned.mpré, it decla:?d itg opposition.ﬁo the ideology
of éérporatism advdcated by Catholic.union leaders énd
insisted that the advantagés of the internationé% movement
was it§ defense of democracy.and thé ties developed with
Qorkers of other nations.32 ~Party representativeS'in
Quebec, like Fred Rose, Evariste Dub&, Lucien Dufour and.
Jean-Bourget, however, lauded tﬁe Catholié ﬁnions' struggle
within the textile Epd steel industries and praised this
obvious militahcy on the part of French-Canadian workers.
More importantly, they acknowledged that in the small
industfial towns, Catholic trade unions would "predominate
. for. a ldng time to come" and cdhseéuently conceded the necessity
~ for 5oint action against'economic oppression.33' In 1938,
in a report to the Political Bﬁro of thé party, Ryerson gave
marked'approval of the joint action taken by Catholic and
international union leaders against the anti-union legislation

provided in the provincial Bills 19 and 20.34

In response
to the Chu;ch'in Quebec, therefore, the CPC was divided
- between its guarded approval of the Catholic unions and

its condemnation of the reactionary sympathies of the ‘;/

Catholic hierarchy.

-

One reactionary doctrine promoted by the Chuxch and
. R
unequivocally opposed by the Communists was that of

corporatism. It was defined as follows by one of its most
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afﬁent,supporters-

ILa Corporatlon, c'est la réunlon de

tous les membres d'une méme profe551on
d'une méme industrie, patrons techniciens,
. et ouvriers, pour la protection de leurs
1ntérets, respectlfs et pour le blen
commun .

Avec la Corporation, 1'ouvrier devra
¢hercher & devenir de plus en plus
une compé&tence pour bé&néficier de la
. considération de ses compagnons, dans
¢ le syndicat, de l'estime_de ses patrons,
dans 1a Corporation. 5

Advocates of corporatlsm wished to restore ‘an organic

'un;ty-to SOClety through ensuring class collaboration

rather than competitive individualism or class warfare;

its Communist opponents viewed it as a means to arrest the

working-class movement. - Ryerson wrote:
La propagande mensongdre et
hypocrite en faveur de Corporatisme
masque le désir des trustards d'en
finir avec les libertés démocratiques
afin d'empécher les opprimés d'avancer

vers la conquéte d'une nouvelle
Dé&mocratie &conomigue.

- In addition to assailing the Church and barons of St. James
Street for.their'promotion cf corporatisﬁ} Ryerson condemned
the group of intellectuals and profeséionals led by Philippe
Hamel and Paul Gouin. He viewed their adoption of corporatism
as tantamount to relinguishing their campaign to combat

the trusts;37 corporatism posed no real threat to the reign

of .monopoly capitalism.

As a response of the petty-bourgeoisie to the crisis

of capitalism, corporatism was complemented by colonization,
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a programme'deeiéned to check the trend towards indnetfiali-'
zation and nrbanizaﬁien. “The dampaign launched by the "'?
Quebec government to send hundreds of unemployed urban
dwellers back to the land to form rural settlements in the

interior was, in‘Ryérson's ‘view, both desperate and l\.ldic:rt:::us.:s*8

" Together, corporatism and colonization represented a

- yearning for a return to a goldern) past which he ' termed

"idiotic utopianism". Addressing two of the leading
proponents, he wrote: "MM Gouin et Groulx se plaignent du
fait gqu'on .a crée de érands centres industriels, et un

proletariat industriel. 1Ils préconisent une volte face

-~

totale, un retour & la preduction villageoise et artisane.”
The clock could not be turned back, contended Ryerson:
the development of advanced capitalism was‘inevitable:

Le capitalismenous ayant ameme[51&
sur la base de la propriété 1ndustr{-
elle privée, un apparell productif
merveilleux, il ne s'agit aujourd'hui
.gue d'aller de l'avant et de remplacer
le régime du.capital en décadence et
en pleine crise par un régime basé
sur la possession et administration
sociale et co-opérative de notre
grand appareil productif; eﬂ d'autres
termes, par le Socialisme.

French-Canadian intellectuals who promoted corporatism

were also committed nationalists. Nationalism, or what

Comintern often referred to as "chauvinism" was singled out
by the Seventh World.Congress of. the International as
being "the most ‘dangerous form of fascist ideology." The

task of Communists was therefore to make clear to the masses
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o "that the fascist bourge0151e uses. the pretext ‘of defendlng

‘under the direction of .Paul Bouchard.

the natlonal 1nterests to carry out its sordid class pollcy

of oppressing and exploltlng its own peoples as well as
' 41

.‘robbing and enslaving other peoples.” Following the

Comintern line, Ryerson pointed to Quebec as being the
province “where perhaps more than anywhere else in the

country it has been’ p0551ble for the bourge0151e to

"utilize the natlonal sentiments and traditions of the

Ffendh-Canadian people."42 It'was this pettyrbourgeois
nationalism which eonstituted one of the greatest foes

of Ryersen and the Communist movement in the.struggle to
gain the‘allegiance of the French-Canadian working class.
The leading'protagonists of the nationalist camp singled -
out by Ryerson, were Abbé Groulx, the group led by Paul

Gouln and the 1ntellectuals behlnd the jourmal La Natlon
43

One issue which Ryerson had to confront was the
safeguarding of Frehch—Canadian culture which the nationalists
dlaamed could only be achieved through isolation from the
rest‘of Canada. ‘Ryerson ;eto;ted that what was really
crucial for French-Canadian cultural survival was economic

security:

Nous voulons une culture natéonale,

une culture canadienne- frangalse

Nous savons qu'elle ne sera p0551ble

que par l'émancipation &conomique de
tout le peuple canadien. Une fois

gu'on aura assuré& & tous une vie
confortable et humaine, on n'aura

plus besoin de craindre les pletlnements
de la standardisation. et de la vulgarlte
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h--chose qui’ nous fait subir 1l'intérét.
de PROFIT‘maitrEjsupqgme! 44 ‘
Returning to the same theme at a later date, he summed.up
‘ B ~ 7 . |
his position by proclaiming: "Le progrés matériel et

1'&panouissement culturel marchent la main dans la main."45

It is important to note here that as early as

[t

- December 1936'when Ryerson wrote the passage cited above,

he‘réfers‘to‘the "national culture“ of French Canadians.
This would indicate that he is beginniﬁg to view Frenchf
speaking Canadians in Quebéc as a nationai gréup, but it

ié still unclear as to whether or not he, or the party he
represented, regarded‘French Canadians as anyﬁhing more
than one of Canada's many national minorities at this point.
When promoting Canadian unity, for instance, Ryerson

called for "l'unité& des travailleurs Canadiens—ffangais
avec‘leS'travailleurs d'éutrea nationalités du Canada, dans
une cause commune contre 1'ennemi commun..."46 He has yet

to distinguish French Canada as one of two nations in. a

bi-national state. .

The nationalism promoted by Abbé Groulx was a diversion
from the real issue of capitalist oppression and promised
no amelioration in the general material welfare of the popu-

lation.47 The fulfilment of his program would déepen the

economic misery of French Canadians by isolating the province

from the forces of material progress. Ryerson especially

condemned the educational policies_oflGroulx which included

- reinforcing the Church's hold over education and drastically -
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re&ucing the %eaching of English‘in‘the‘hame Of‘cultqral
survival. Groulx' schodl-of natioﬁéf&ém prémisea tq'¥ender
Ffench Canadiaﬁé_incapable of coping with the Erisis of
capitalism and tolabandoh‘them to a perpefual state of

. 48
class oppression.

In his debate with the nationalists over the means

of proﬁgcting French—Canadian_culture and what in fact
constituted true culture, Ryerson looked to the Soviet
Union as a model. In this socialist republic, econonic
security had been attained and the national culture had
become the popular culture of the masses. In his review -
of a Soviet art exhibition shown in Montreal in the spring
of 1935, he wrote:

le sujet qui attire la plupart des

artistes représentés ici, c'est la

vie normale, de tous les jours --le

travail, le sport, le repos. C(C'est

un réalisme sain et vivant, gui crée®

de nouveau la s&rénité@ qui a &té

libérée des entraves de l'oppression

de classe...49
Moreover, since:economic and social oppression had been
eliminated in the Soviet Union, its artists were no longer
forced to live on the margins of society as frustrated
and seemingly impotent social critics. Art was for the
people by the peeple; national culture was popular culture.
It was towards the achievement of this type of culture

that Ryerson urged his readers to fight.

A further disagreément between Ryerson and the



“natlonallsts was thelr claim that thelr economic, OpPPressors

were all to be found among the Engllsh—speaklng éllte.

In. 1nterpret1ng the nationalist posztlon to hlS Engllsh- .

speaking readers, he‘declared:'
The fact that the dominant positions
in finance and industry are not held
by French-Canadian capital is used
to create the illusion of an oppressed
nation whose salvation can come only
by the revival of the national
consciousness and the establishment

of a French, Catholic state 8n the
shores of the St,Lawrence.

To break this "illusion", he sough£ to prove that ultimately
the main source of oppression was not ethnic, but class.

' - .
To. correct the notion that all members of the class of
finance~capital wefe_EnglishHSPeaking, he pointed to the
continuing presence‘gf'French Can&dians among the dominating
élite. Drawing: from an Ameridéan blbllographlc publication
'llstlng the most wealthy men, he identified several French
Canadians: Beaudry-Leman, pre51dent, Banque Canadienne ,
Nationale; G.H. Rainville, pré&s. Quebec Golding Corp.,
Narcisse Ducharn.'te,r préﬁ., La Sauvegarde assurances; S.
Godin, vice~-prés., Montreal Light, Heat & Power Corp..."51

Ethnicity was not an obstacle to these men securing positions

within the ranks of finance capital.

Central to Ryerson's dispute with the nationalists on
the question of culture was the definition of_thé term
itself. 1In the final analysis, Ryerson and a nationalist

like Groulx were not discuss;ng the same concept when they



- referréd to culture.- It isﬂclear £rom the writings cited
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by Ryerson 1n Clarté that Groulx was prlmarlly conterned’
with protectlng and promoting the French language in

Quebec. FQr hlS part, Ryerson addressed the questlon of.

“‘fostering a popular culture which implied expression of

working-class interests and values through the ddfferent‘
traditional art-forms. Class rathe? theh ethnicity

ﬁlayed the mOStﬁimpostanF role in his copceptidn of culture"'
Moreover, he contended that the mass of English—speaking ‘

Canadians were as much deprived of cultural expression and

ldentlty as thelr counterparts in French Canada. Groulx'

pollcy on the French language 0nly served to leldé_the

Canadian working class and isolate French-Canadian workers
-

from the international movement.

Having outlined the social and economic conditions

3

which made Quebec society susceptible to fascism and-heving

- singled out the main reactionary :forces in the province,

Ryerson levelled‘some of his sharpest criticism at the
golitical instrument of fascise policies --the Dupiessis
government.s3 Like the emeréence of the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation (CCF) and the Soeial Cfedit Perey
in the_West, third-force politics also took root in Quebec
durint the 1930s. In 1935 a provincial election felléwed

quickly in the'wake-of}the federal contest and witnessed

the birth of the Action Libé&rale Natibnalé (ALN) led by

Paul Gouin, and the reguvenation of the Conservatives of
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opp031tlon leader -Maurice Dup1e531s. The two-groups jdined,*

in a coalltlon called the Union Natlonale and made ‘healthy

gains against the longstandlng Liberal regime of Alexandre.
Taschereau, winning a ‘total of forty-two seats agalnst
forty-six for the encumbents >4 For Duple551s the sweet
taste of ultimate v1ctory was not long in comlng, less than
a year later the Unlon Nationale toppled the minority .

" _
government securing seventy-six seats against fourteen

for the Liberals. Except for the inte;val of 1939-1944,

Duplessis-held a firm grip over ptoVincial politics until

“his death 1in 1959.

The response of Canadian Communists to the advent of

the Union Nationale on the Quebec political scene was

similar to-their reaction to other third parties of the
period.55 The overthrow of the traditional bastions of
power was a necessary step towards the disintegration of’

the capitalist order, but the elements within the new

',forces did not promise improved status for the working man,

let alone a proletarian revolution. Responding to the
November 1935 election, Ryerson interpreted the gains made
by the opposition parties as iaréely a p}otest against the
Taséhereau regime, not as a vote of outright support for
the Gouineﬁuplessis coalition.56 Mass support had-been
galned however, by spouting rhetorlc against the trusts

and. 1nst1111ng hope for rellef from the economic crisis.

.The voters. "croyaient que l'Action Libérale Nationale leur

36,
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_donnerait plus de liberté et une amélioration &conomigue.

Mais depuis les &lé&ctions, le'véritéble'caractére des

éléments'de dfoite dans 1'A.L.N. seldévoile de plus-én _

'plus."57

The personalities associhted with the ALN remained

rivals of the Communists, but their movement rapidly

disintegréted as a political force. The principal source

of reaction -and threat of the CPC was the Dupléssis‘

government. In 1936.the King administration repealed

Section 98 of the Crimin§Q Code which had been employed

- .

previously to outlaw the Communist Party. Backed by the

Hrchbisﬁpp of Quebec,-Cardinai'Villeneﬁve,_Duplessis

urged tﬁe federal government to take action against the
Communists. When his apéeal pfoved unsuccessful his govern-
‘ment tobk its own initiatives to undermine the CPC: the
new Padlock Law made all publication and distribution of
Communist literature in the provihce illegal and gave

the Province authérity to "padlock" all establishments

deemea to be devoted to Communist propaganda.58L Ryerson,

- along with Clarté, waged-an all-out attack against the

law, claimihg that "c'@tait un premier pas Qu'on faisait
sur le chemin qui conduit & la destruction, sur 1l'échelle
provinciale, des libert&s essentielles que la Constitution

w39 The government's "red-scare"

est supposée de garantir,
tactics were a smokescreen designed to conceal the

ulterior motive of blocking the development of the working-
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class movement in Quebec. '

- The Padlockwlaw‘made it extremely d;fficﬁlt fbr:thé
Communist Pafty to operate,in‘the‘province;‘ Thé pffice
of Ciarté was Qaﬁlocked aﬁd'parfy ﬁembefs were harrassgd:
wiﬁh many of the principal'figurés fiﬁally being forced
‘'underground., The weakening of the bﬁc in Quebet prevented
the party from leading the struggle agéinst the-antivlﬁbour
policy of the Duplessis administrationelqand it thus lost

potenhtial gains in union organization and party recruitment.

. For Communists, the Padlock law was an overt expression

of the.fascism which was increasingly tightening‘its
stranglehold over the province as the decade wore on.: ,
In 193Q Justice Greenshields of the Supreme Court handed
down his judgment fecogniziné,thé cbnstitutionality of
the Padlock law. It was his jﬁdicial decision which
opened "la porte toute grande & la destruction morceaiu
par morceau, des libértés démocratiques dans le pays
entier, Il appule et encourage toute la campagne des
Tories réactionnaires épris de fascisme."62 Thus by the
close of .the decade, given tﬁe p&Iitical bent of Duplessis
aﬁd hié iot; the prospeéts for material progress for the

French~Canadian workind c¢lass and the survival of democratic

rights in the province were, from Ryerson's perspective,

indeed grim.

~

The initiative against the Communists in Quebec was®

[

just one plank-in the platform of Duplessis for increased
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provincial autonomy. Ryerson condemned the refusal of the
Quebec premier to partiéipate_in'the federal. programme
fdr_ﬁnemploymeht.insurance as well:
~N . - ‘
La lutte contre la suppression .
des libertés populaires et syndicales
: dans notre province ne peut &tre
, E séparée de la lutte pour le’bien-.
 8tre et la sécurité; et le régime
duplessiste s'est déveoilé comme
saboteur du bien-&tre social aussi
que de la liberté&. .63
In the mounting contest for power between Ottawa and Quebec

it was the French-Canadian working people who suffered most.

Duplessis was joined in his opposition to federal
K interference in provincial jurisdictions by-Onta%io Premier
Mitchell Hepburn. Both men held a strong hostility towards
King and his federal government and accused Ottawa of
attempting-to thwart their échemes for developing their
proviﬁcial economies. They were also adverse to the growth
of militant trade unions and were critical of the federal
power for failure to take reprégsive measures againég the
"alien" agitators. They were outspoken anti-Communists.
In December 1937, after several months of waging independent
assaults on the‘King'government, Duplessis and Hepburhn
declared their formal ;lliance against federal undermining
of provincial autonomy.64 Ryerson refuted the contention
that there had been an erogion of provincial powers.

" Defending the need for a strong central government, he

argued rather that the provinces had already taken too many
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prerogatives'away from the jurisdiction of the federal
government.65 Canadian Communists viewed the issue of
provincial autonomy as a smokescreen for reaction and

the triumphs of Hepburn and delessis‘as'indications of

incipient fascism in Canada. ‘ (//—\

The response of the international Communist movement

to the advance of fascism throughout the latter half of

the 1930s was the building of a "united" or "democratic"
front at.both the. national and international levels. The
working class, led by the Communists, was to form the

nucleus of the front; but it would also endeavour -to recruit

‘"farmers and urban middle~class people who suffer from the

.crisis, to fight the effects of the crisis against reaction

and fascism and against imperialist war."66 ithin Canada
a democratic front was particularly urgent in the province
of Quebec, as Ryerson explained: "Il est de la haute
importdnce pour tout'le Canada que Québec ne devienne pas

la base d'une offensive pour établir le fascisme dans tout

le reste dudgﬁfg.AGT' ' h

In Quebec, as elsewheré, building a democratic front
entailed sharpening the political consciousness of the
workers ana instilling.within them a sense of mission in
leading the battle against reaction. The crisis of the
Depression, he believed, had pfofoundly stirred the political
consciousness of the French-Canadian masses, . During the

election campaign which preceded Duplessis' sweep to pdWer,



Ryerson wrote to his English-speaking readers:

" Those who have hitherto imagined
.Quebec as a province apart immune

to the new 'social and political
currents of the crisis years, are
due for a rude awakening. The
impact of the crisis on the lower
middle class, on the youth and on
masses of the working people has
once and for all undermined the
spirit of unquestioning passivity
which once was supposed to characterize
the inhabitants of French Canada. 68

In Communist literature, the Qorking class was portrayed
as the one ray of light piercing through the gloom of the

Quebec of Duplessis and the trusts.

To justify the building of a democratic front among
Frepch Canadians and to promote the notion that the working
class ﬁust take the lead in that task, Ryerson turned to
history. In general, the Communist International proposed
to use history to raise the political awareness of the
working class:

The communists must in every way

combat the fascist falsification of

the history of the people, and do

everything to enlighten the toiling

masses on the past of their own people

in an historically correct fashlbn,

in the true spirit of Lenin andnStalln,

so as to link up their present struggle

with the revolutionary traditiors of

the past. i

The message was passed on to the Canadian mémbership by
|

the CPC70 and later echoed by Ryerson who emphasized the

role that history could play in providing direction: "...if
we are to understand the present issues, we must be able to

look into the future in the light of what has happened in
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the past, and underStahd'thé,way in which our yesterdays

‘ - - . - 71
and our tomorrows are originally interwoven."

A strong identification with popular history did
not exist among the working class because this history

was suppressed by the contemporary &lite. Ryerson explained

- why:

Parce que la clique qui est au
pouvoir aujourd'hui craint méme
l'histoire de notre pays! Le
souvenir du soul&vement populaire
qui nous donna la liberté .
démocratique inquidte les profitards
multimillionnaires qui r&gnent

sur nous. Ils n'aiment mieux ne

pas y penser, et ils n'aiment pas
que le peuple y pensent non plus! 72

It was to fill this void left by "respectable" historians
that he devoted much of his journalism to Canadian history

and that he wrote his first substantial historical work,

1837: The Birth of Canadian Democracy, published in 1937.

The book was‘designed to commemorate the centenary of the
colonial rebellions and to provide the starting point for

the long overdue writing of Canadian history from a Marxist

: . 73
perspective.

What were the given factors in the Canadian situation
which supported a Marxist analysis? According to Ryerson,
Canadian history followed a pattern of class struggle
between the masseé, on the one hand, and their oppressors,

on the other. The great symbols of,this struggle were

the rebellions of 1837~-1838 in Upper and Lower Canada.

Writing to commemorate the centennial anniversary of the-
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event, he proclaimed: " "Ici, aprés les batailles du

- . .

Richelieu, & Saint-Denis et & Saint—Charles; fut livré

le combét mértel le plus héroique, entre forces populaires
et démocratiques, et forces_réact;onnaires, féodales et

74 .

‘oiigarchiques.“ The rébellipns we;e the "inevitable" .

. L]
F

result of tensions that had developed between the "forces
of social production"”- and the "forces of so¢ial privilege

and aecay."75 The defeat of the 1837-38 uprisings meant ‘

that the "bourgeois democratic” revolution remained
tincompleﬁé. The uitimate_goéi of a fully democratic
constitution was not realized through a victory on the

pért of the popular masses, but rather from doncessions
conceded_from above by a threatened colonial power and thQ}
indigenous glite. Both responsible government grantéd in
1848 and Confederation achieved in ;§67‘were accomplishments

€

of the ruling class and sought in the interests of that

class.76

In view of their opposition to popular struggles for
economic equality the capitalist class could no longer claim
to lead the masses; only the working class had the right
to lay claim to the heritage of the heroic democratic
struggle of 1837: "Ceux qui lutﬁent par des gréves, par
des mouvements organisé&s de la class laborieuse, pour libérer
le pays de l'emprise &touffante des trusts ont.seuls le

droit de se réclamer de Papineau, de Mackenzie des hé&ros de

137,077



Ryeréon_and naﬁionalist historians of the period
like Groulx and Robert Rumilly all‘uséd tﬁé popular .
historical figure of-LouiséJoseph Papineau to. support
their respective Qiews of Quebec society. For G;oulxh
Papineau, although not a model Catholic, was the'symbol':
-of nationalist sentiment: "Les Canadiens.frangais malitres
chez.eﬁx,‘maitres de leur parlement, maiﬁres de leur politigue!
telle est 1'idée que le président de la Chamb;e'québecoise'
incarna et que nul n'eut pu inéarner aussi puissament...“78
For Ryerson,. Papineau was the symbol of the demoéfatiC' |
struggle waged by both Frenchiand English—épeaking Cénadians.
In his portrayal of the rebellions as a joint strugéle
between the two language groups he placed'pérticular emphasis

on Papineau's cooperation with the English-speaking faction

" of the Reformers. He attacked the nationalists for; what

he perceived to be the abuse of the rebel leader:

Ces individus qui, de nos jours,
tentent de souiller la mé&moire et

la tradition de Papineaun, afin de
maintenir notre peuple dans un
isolement réactionnaireé et sans issue,
Etranger aux Jluttes des travailleurs
du reste du pays, "oublient" d'une
fagon trés commode que les lieutenants
de Papineau &taient des révolutionnaires
.anglais, irlandais, et suisses aussi
bien gue canadien-frangais!

He underlined not only Papineau's role as a democrat, but
in pointing to the non-French-speaking members of the
Patriote movement, he also struck a blow at the anglo-

phobia of Groulx' brand of nationalism.
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While both.Grouix and Rumilly recoénizediphe
dembcratiC'side of Paéiﬁeau, they also éﬁphasizéd with
aﬁproval that he was an ardent defender of seigneﬁriali
ané property rights. For Rﬁmiliy, the ultimate significance
of this fact was that "Fort attaché i ses droits et ses
devoirs‘de seigneur, ce démocraﬁe patriote‘eut combattu
80 ‘This conclusion, which depicted
Papineau as a social conservative, was completelybanti—
thetical to the image that Ryerson wanﬁed to project.
Papineau as seigneur was an aspect of the méﬁ which this
Marxist historian was unable, or at least unwilling, to deal
wffh at this time. For Ryerson, both the chauvinist and
conservative elements of nationalist history regresented
the reactionary tendencies within the French-Canadian

nationalist movement in general.

French Canadians' commitment to the democratic ideal
was not extinguished with'the defeat of éhe rebels of 1837-
1838. The struggle for national survival was intertwined
with a fight. for democratic libgrty thch persisted

throughouﬁ the nineteenth century and en into the

twentieth: 1In May 1939,.Ryerson chose International -

v ﬂ ) ; » . V 3 -
Labour Day as an occasion to outline this French-Canadian

tradition: .
Turning for the moment to the past, \
one can trace a clear line of continuity \
from the democratic struggle of 1837-38,
for independence, responsible government,
and French-Canadian national survival
_through the battles of the Parti Rouge
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"for freedom of thought and education,
and against the reactionary elements -
Ain the Macdonald-Cartier confederation
proposals...; the struggle for Canadian
autonomy, and agagnst involvement in
imperialist war piicy at the beginning -
of this century; - to the widespread
opposition in gTebec to-the imperialist
-war of 1914...

‘Ryerson's effort to portray French Canadians as a

fundamentally democratic people was important to his party's

' attempt to establish a basis for joint cooperation between

English and French-Canadians in a united front against
fascism. To ensure the willing participation of the latter,
the CPC adopted the position that they must be guaranteed‘
equality'of‘certain‘rights. In 1938, in its submission
to the Royal Commission on Dominion-Provincial Relations,
the party thaintained that. there were no genuine guarantees
of minority rights in the British North America Act and
that consequently French Canadians had been tradifionally
denied equal democratic liberties: i

Genuine minority rights require that

the central government ensure to the

people of the minority the same social

services as are enjoyed by the other

citizens of the state; the French

Canadians have been denied this. Genuine

minority rights ensure freedom of culture

and language to the people of the minority.

by granting equal rights in education

to the minority; this too has been denied

to'the French-Camadian people...82
The CPC submission emphasized that minority rights of

French Canadians were "not identified with Quebec provincial

rights." Rather the party advocated amendment of the
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BNA Act Hto péfmit;the compietion of'aational aoification
whlch opens up the way for the establishment of equallty ‘of -
the rights of the French~Canad1an people, without whlch -
there can be no economic progress and soc1al‘secur1ty for.

the Canadian people .as a whole!“83

a front against
fascism .could not'be built‘apart.from.the straggle to
secure for . French Canadians the same social, cuitural and

economic rights enjoyed by English Canadians.

Organizing workers into unions was the key weapon

which the workers had against the trusts and economic

tyranny: - “L'unionisation des travailleurs d'usine de la
Province de Qué&bec: voild le coup le plus duﬂgqu4on puisse
porter aux magnats trustards du capital. Et les cris

1

hystériques que pousse leur pantin Duplessis en sont la

meuilleure preuve.._."84

The objectives of organized labour,
aside from the expan51on of their movement, included
significant salary increases and major gains in the domain-
of social security. According to Ryerson, these were also

the essential tasks undertaken by Clarté in its crusade for

the welfare of French Qanadians.

Economic agitation did not suffice.- In order to .
confront the political oppression that went hand in hand
with economic exploitation, the working olass had to unite
as a political force as well. During the latter half of
the 'thitties, Ryerson noted periodically a growing radicali-

zation among the working class. He pointed specifically
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'~_ to strikes in the textlle and clothlng manufactures and to

'the manlfestatlons of . organlzed labour agalnst the antl—unlon

legislation, Bills 19 and 20 1ntroduced by the Dup1e551s
government.85 During the Depre551on years, the CPC was fairly
successfui in recruiting the unemployed into its ranks. 1In

the summer of 1935, for example; éq_per cent of the party's

' 8,200 members were unemployed.s6 - Communists also secured

H
i

_1eadership positions in a few key_eector unions. By the end

of the decade, Ryerson could poiht to a significant transfor-

mation in the lével of Canadians' political consciousness;

...ten vears of unparalleled crisis
~~conditions. have stirred vast numbers

of people to social and political
consciousness; and inevitably, people's
approach to the threat of war is coloured by
this newawareness of social forces

and social responsibilitieg... 88

.Coﬁtributing to the need for a workers' party was the
fact that the Liberais @ad forsaken their tradieional role es
defenders of dechratic rights; they had failed to take up
the challenge, in coopefation with the labour movement}_of
fighting in the popular interests against the forces of
reaétion.89 sunk deep into fhe folds of high finance and

capital, they were too far removed from the masses. The fate

of Quebec workers. lay in their own hands. Only a workers'

" party would be close to the immediate and daily concerns of the

majority of French Canadians. Such a party would provide the

only effective challenge to reaction in the province.90

Obviously, for Ryerson, the party with the natural
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claim to lead_the_popular eleﬁéhts in Quebec was the Communist

‘Party.gl _He depicted the Commuqists'as the embodiment‘of

the revolutionary ideal symbolized by the 1837-1838

rebellions: _

= . les communistes canadiens-francgais : Tu
) qui comptent dans leurs rangs des :
petit-fils des RE&formateurs de '37,
et qui travaillent pour la solidarité& -
des opprimé&s du Canada anglais -aussi
‘bien que du Canada frangals, comme
le faisaient Paplneau et Macken21e ,
~—-ge sont eux qui sont les porte- :
~ - .paroles et les h&ritiers de notre
o passé et encore de notre Avenir! 92
Elsewhere he pointed to the international significance of
Communism and tied the rebellions and the Canadian Communist .

-

mo?ement;ib the‘radicalism of British'Chartism, the 1848
.Eﬁ:opean reVo}uﬁions, the Paris Communé, and, most
.imporﬁhntly, ‘the October 1917 Rﬁssian Revolution.gB. Cléss v
consc10usness at both the hational and 1nternatlonal levels

wds an 1mportant lngredlent for the radlcallzatlon of
French-Canadian workers. The task of 1nst1111ng feelings

of common bonds between Canadian workers and othér oppressed

groups internationally as well as hlstorlcally was one

which Ryerson pursued throughout the period.

:There‘weré séveral obstacles standing.in the way of
the CPC fulfilling its role as the.vanguara'of_tﬁ; wofking
class. The Communists were regarded as beiné é‘"foreign“
element on the Canadian political scene. The party was

-

anxious to recruit Anglo-Saxons and French Canadians to
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u.co%rect ehe $akefup of ifs_membefship; 'As'a_éerty‘stateﬂeht
.iﬁ'1934 ekplaihea:‘ "as long as the\alliance* preserves its
present mnational eompositioﬁ, i.e. 75%~foreign WOﬁkere, eo:
iong will it remain not the truly representative ﬁarty of

the Canadian working class.“94

In Quebec the preblemHWas further compounded by the
lack ofja high level of unionization with wﬁieh to provide.
 a solid base for recuifment.95 Also, as .Ryerscon pointed‘dut
in his 1935 report on the state of party affairs 'in Quebec,
the fact that the Communiet‘Party-reeruited primefily
the unemployed into its ranks tended to mean that there-ﬁas
a high turnover rate and instability within Ehe provinc}alA
wing.96 At the same time}'he indicated that‘the party did
not have a hstrong foothold" in the union movement, ‘
particularly among Cathoiic unions. The CPC could boast
few Ffench—speaking members hoidiﬂg leadership positions.
Ryerson attributed this shortage to the general low level
of education in the provinde, to the influence of the'church
and the strength of ;urai.traditions‘in shaping attitudes
of the worker;97' Ceneequently, the %eadiné_posgeions %ithiﬁ
the parey were held for the moSt\part By'Engliehespeakiné

members.

Traditionally, the world Communist movement had
regarded social democratie parties as theii,greatest
enemies; in draﬁing the workers away from the Communists,

they were dividing the working class and prolonging

we
o

*The code word for the Communist Party.
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oeéitelism. In Decembé; 1933, in reéponseAto‘the encroach-
meot.of fascism on fhe'international .scene, the'executioe
committee of the Communlst Internatlonal outllned a new
.-approach to social democracy --"A united’ front from below"
The attitudes towards social democratic parties continueq
to soften and, altoougth'still'professing the need to
criticize reformism, the Seventh World Congress‘of

Comintern issued statements in August 1935 calling for

~an extremely broadly-based united front.

Without for a moment giving up

their independent work in the sphere
0of communist .education, organization
and mobilization of the masses, ‘
the communists in order to render
the road to unity easier for the
workers, must strive to secure

joint action with the social
democratic parties, reformist trade
unions and other organizations of
the toilers against the class
enemies of the proletariat... 99 .-

An authority on the Comintern documents summed up the

98

new policy by concluding: "The choice now was not between

proletarian dictatorship and bourgeois democracy, but
- 100
1}

between bourgeois democracy and fascism.

In spite of efforts made by the CPC to force a united
front the resuits of thelr campaign were mlnlmal. The
first test of the new policy came during the federal_ .
election of 1935, but as Ryerson then lameoted, overfuree
from the Communists for uﬁited action were rebuffed by

both the CCF and the Parti OQuvier ‘in Quebec.101 The

e ot
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" CPC was both bitter and exasperaied concerning the

‘incessant'refﬁsal on the part 6f the CCF to gooperéte.

The CPC continued falthfully to propose cooperatlon

w1th other partles during electlon battles. It made

perhaps its most dramatic_overture during the 1938

federal berlection in the Montreal riding of Cartier

¥

where the prominent CPC‘candida;e Fred Rose was withdrawn

from the race in order to provide a common front behind

one candidate of the Left. % The failure of the CCF and -

" other "progressive" groups to reciprocate sudh actions was

unques?ionably frustrating as Ryerson surveyed the’
political.scene and noted a growing oppositidn‘to_DﬁplessiS‘
and the trusts. _Withput a common and uﬁited programme on
#he Eart_of‘the so-called democratic forces it would.bel
-impdSsible to capitalize upon ‘the gehe;al.disenchapt&ent~
with Duélessis and thus impossible to mount an effectivé

front against fascism.

Another possible memﬁer of the an§i~fascist front
were Catﬁolic organizations. Ryerson asserted that "we.
have to start approaching religious organizations, we
ﬁave to overcome thefhesitancy of drawing such organi%ationS'

- . .
in the united front, we have to penetrate the middle class,
intellectuals, students and spread out."103 He emphasized

at the same time the need to -explore the potential alliance

with French-Canadian farmers and Catholic unions in order

- £to strengthen the.Quebec labour movement. Recognizing the

r

"w
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ektent of thejéupport for ﬁationalism in the province,
the Communiété even appealed -to what they térmed "proéfeSsive“
elements among the nationalists, such as the ALN_lOQ The |
diverse groﬁps.of the Left were not in@ividuaily strong
endugh'to harness the numbers of disillusionéd Gotérs,

but a popular fronﬁ, argued Ryerson;Awould have the strength

s

required to defeat Duplessis and the forces of reaction

in Quebec_.105

One of the issues around which the appeal for a
popﬁlar front was focussed was the campaigﬁ against "an
imperialist war." Throughout l936.ané 1937 Ryerson urgéd
an all-out opposition Eo the im?endipg world conflict. The
waf—mongering nations such as Germany, Italy and Japan were
all experlenc1ng a crisis in thelr capitalist system and

were aggre551vely seeklng war to allev1ate the problem of

‘a collapsing economic structnre. In contrast to these

imperialist states was thg/éoviet Union' "qui par le
caractdre de son &conomie socialiste n'a point besoin

w106 The

d'expansion coloniale pour trouver des marchés.
. - ¥ '
Soviet example demonstrated how the necessity of war could

be avoidqd and the ideal of world peace achieved.

Inittially, the CPC policy regarding fdreign affairs

.was one of passive resistance --a refusal to take part or

to contribute in any way to the mobilization of military
forces. The Communist attitude was intensified by the

Munich conference of September 1938 attended.by Hitler,
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. Chamberlain, Mussolini and Daladier. World Communists

condemned the conference bécause it permitted the diémember-

ment of Czechoslovakla by Hitler, but also because it
1solated the Sov1et Un:Lon.107 Communists in Canada

appealed tOxth?‘natioh's "democratic" forces to join the

‘masses throughout the world in a campaign to force their

governments to align themselves with the Sov1at Union and
to build a wprld—WLde def%n51ve ‘'wall against fasc1st
aggression} In May 1939, Ryerson, arguing for a more
concrete national defense programme, pointed to the danger
of an\isolationist position on the part of Canada: "Les
partisané de l'isqlemeht canadien, de la Qoi—diéante
'neutralité absolue', pré&conisent la défense adéquaté du
gol canadien; mais en.niant le danger de toute aggression;.
ils ont tendance i faire le jeu des agents itlériens."108
The menace of an imperialist war now deman!ié\more.than

passive resistance.

Canada's defense policy was potentially‘a divisive

issue along ethnic.lines. French Canada ﬁersisted in her

~demand for isolation. Once again Ryerson felt compelled

to come to the defense of the ggggch Canadians: he
argued against the notion that an isolationist stance
illustrated their anti-democratic nature. What it really

demonstrated was the power and influence -held by forces

_of reaction’ in Quebec:

T
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. Combined however with this isolation
in which Quebec has been kept by
finance-capital and its agencies,
this antl—lmperlallsm has tended to
become a static, unrealistic demand
for isolation and complete neutrality
.for Canada. In this, reaction and the \
agents of fascism have played a part,
so that here as elsewhere, abstract
pacifism has become a serious obstacle
to the building of a unlted 8eace
front against aggre551on
From the point of view of Canadian Communists Striving_to
defend the interests of the Soviet Union, the anti-
imperialist strain among French Canadians presented a
serious stumbling block to building a nation-wide united
front. It was thus up to the CPC and other "progressive"
‘forces'to win French Canadians to support collective
_security‘as a means to defend democratic rights on a, world

scale.

s

Defense-alliance was still an issue in Canada as the -

1930s drew to a lose and the hopes for peace dlSSlpated

with the outbreak of another world-wide conflict. During

the ¢losing hours of the decade, the Communists ﬁodified
their policy towards the war effort; with the signing of

the Soviet-German Non-Aggression Treaty in_Aagust 1939,
Commuriists in Canada and eleewhere followed the Cqmintern
line and condemned any participation in the Mg%‘that they now'
labelled as “imperialist"'.llO It was a policy}which |

shaped party statements for the first two years of ﬁhe_war.

puring this périod, the draatic changes which took place
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‘approach to French Canada:

.Quebec as an aspiration for cultural identity. While he

56.

on thé_internatidnal political scene affected tpngPCFs

Lo
w

Ryerson's‘writing of the 193Qs clearly attests to
tﬁe impact.of thIéQViet Union's leadership upon the
Canadian paity's approaéh to both d;%estic and internétional"
politicél development. Throughout_the'decade, the younq
Ryerson viewed Canadian society and the world at iarge as
divided into two classes which clashed both on the domestic
and international stage. In this context, he saw French-

Canadian nationalism as a smokescreen employed by the

capitalist oppressors to divert the Frgnch~Canédian masses

from the reality of their.exploitétion. This pattern

of thinking ﬁrevented him from perceiviﬁg nationalism in
recognized the importance of language and culture to the
French-speaking population of Quebec and &id make
occésional reference to-a naﬁional culture in the.province,
he did not discuss the national organizations in terms of
their concerns for cultural survival. Abbé Grog}x' notion
of creating a Ffench state in North‘America was, from the
Communist point of view, synonomous. with promoting -
corporatism and, ultimately, fascism. The right-wing
character of French-Canadian nationalism during the
Depression merely confirmed Ryerson's faithlin the Comintern
line that all nationalism was reactionary and markedly |

-

influenced the attitude with which he approached nationalism
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.WORLD WAR'II AND THE COLD WAR AFTERMATH:
. COMMUNISTS .RECOGNIZE FRENCH CANADA
' AS A NATION

The Second World War and the perlod known as the eold
w“ ,—whlch qulckly followed in its wake were times when the‘_e
pollc1es, actlons and polltlcal success of the Communis£
Party of Canada_(CPC) were perhaps most blatantly governed
byfﬁhe precarious'changihg of evénts of the battlefield of

international diplomacy'. - The'sﬁar of the Soviet Union rose

and then fell dramatlcally in the eyes of the western alligs\\\\

The fortunes of the CPC.in Canadlan polltlcal llfe followed

qnﬂ'—- !

closely the- fate of its spiritual leaders. As “the CPC .’

~,

developed 1ts line agalnst and then in support of the war

effort and later its antl-American.stepce once the "cold
war” set in, French-Canadian nationel;sentiment was

continually a factor the party had to deal with.

With the signing of the German-Soviet Non-Aggression
Tresty in August 1939 and then the official entry of
Canada in the war, the authorltles began to perceive the
pro- Sov1et Communists as potentlally dangerous opponents to
the war effort. Emotional propaganda for war stoked_the
flames of anti—Communlst senuiment. In Quebec, the party
journal Clarté, like the Toronto Clarion, was forced to
cease publication in late autumn of 1939 and shortly there-
after Ryerson, along with fellow hlgh—ranklng party members,

was driven underground in Montreal Ryerson -remained in
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hiding until the'summer'ef 1942, ! The ﬁrecarious pbsition

‘of. the Communlsts was further compounded when the Klng

government passed an order-in=-council on June 4, 11940

' which -declared the cpC to be'illegal.z‘ Des?ite these'
.difficulties; the party endeavoured to continue to play a

polltlcal role and carrled out limited clandestlne h

activities to defend the Sov1et Union's stance agalnst

the "imperiallst“'war.
: .

In their eampaign.against the war, the CPC counted on
the antieimperialist tradition of French Canadians. No
longer was thislsentiﬁent preceived as an impediment to
Communist political goals, but ratderuas d vital.and positive -
factor to thwarting mobilization for the war effort in
Canada. Writing in.early 1940, Ryerson alerted'ﬂis readers
that in the strtggle against world impg@rialism their first
task was to defeat the.Canadian bourgeoisie whose members

were partnerg of 'British imperialism.3 Conceding that until

then French Canade had been "a brake on historical progress",
he claimed that in the context of the war it "may become its

violent accelerator.“4 For among French Canadians
exists the broadest base for mass,
popular struggle in resistance to
the 1mp051tlon of conscription, in
opp051ng the continuance of the war,
and ‘in raising most'sharply the
question of breaking the "British
connection” as an integral part of

) ~  the struggle for peace.

s

In his cultivating of French-Canadian support, Ryerson,
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‘maintained-thai his party'had, since tﬁé Seventh World
Congresshof the Communist Inte:national,'calledﬂfor‘the
economic, ‘'social and political eQuality for'Quebec and that -
its report to the Roweli-sirois Comﬁission represented a
further development of that poéition.6 With the way; the
French—Canadian.nétidnal‘question had £o be.exémined morg
fully; nationalism in Quebec had to be'reappraised:

-

It becomes clear that the nationalism
of the French—Canadian masses, which
has been too often simply identified
with the element @f narrow regionalism
that is a part of it, is not in essence
anti-Canadian, but pro-Canadian and:
anti-imperialist. Its edge is turned
against British imperialism and that
minority within Canada who for profits'

- - sake would turn Canada's manpower into

cannon-fodder and her future into ruin.

While Ryerson does specify'that he.is referring to nationalism
of the masses, this attitude to French-Canadian nationalism
was clearly a departufe'from the CPC line of the 1930s. This
softeﬁing towards nationalism and its stance against the
~war enabled the party to make some political inrcads among .

French Canadians.8

The political climate that was conducive to the CPC
wooing support from the anti-imperialist French Canadians
ébruptly disintegrated when international developments once
. again changed the Soviet attitude to the war. The declared
neutralipy of the Soviet Union came to an end on June 22, 1941
when Nazi Germany invaded the Communist state thereby

violating the non-aggression.treaty of 1939. After a series

-
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of . negotlatlons among Brltaln, the Unlted States and the
Sov1et Union, the latter was eventually accepted as an ally
¥

of the anti-Hitler forces and subsequehtly was ;ncluded_as

one of the "Big Three" of the allied powers.9

4
4

.f . ;n Auguet 1941,.Tim-Buck,_in-anneuncing the new party
line on the war, stated that the reason for the reversal was
-tEe Nazi invasion of‘the‘Soviet'Union‘.10 Describing the
initial stages of the war as e‘struggle "for imperialist
redivision of the capitalist world;, Buck defended the
Qriginal official Communist stance. He contended that as
long as the USSR had been eble to maintain its neutrality,
it had served as an effective buffer against the spread of
fascism and imperialist exploitation.ll The CPC henceforth
maintained that the future of world democracy was depehdent

upon the strength and success of the Soviet Union in the

battle against Nazi Germany.

The main concern of the CPC once the party became
ifnvolved in the war effort was to forge a strong democratic
front through strengthening national unity in Canada, a
front which would mirror that of the Big Three on the

international scene. While the policy was also a concern

of the party in the 1930s, the reality of the war intensified
the sense of urdency surrounding it and meant that more than
ever before the\building of a brbad national front took

precedence as the most pressing task facing Canadians.12

In the campaign to promote a national front for the
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Canadian war effort, the Communists emphasized the‘need to

4

achieve an ‘equal ba}ahce between classes by elevatinglthé
voice of labour in the national decisién—making proéeSs as
well as the necessity of promoting unity between French

and English Canadians.:  The party‘reaiized thét Frénch
Canadians could not be expected to make és great a contri-
bution to the war effort if,they did not_enjoy equal rights
and share in the benefits of Canadian citizenship. Buck

outlined the rights that had to be guaranteed to French

Canadians-before their full participation in the war effort

could be expected: "the'winning of wage egﬂéltiy for
French-Canadian workers, of full recognition of the‘French
language in the\CanadianAarmed forces, of‘adequate represen-
tation in the adminiétration of the war and in the government
nl3 In his 1941 report, hé reaffifmed
thedCPC's belief that French Canadians as a people were
fundamentally democratic and unquestionably dedicated to
the defea£ of fascist tyranny. " He called upon all progressivei
elements in Quebec to join the battle cry' of the"national
front“.14 Furthermore, he pledged that the party would
defend the French Canadians' "special political, cultural

. . 15
and economic interests."”

For his pa}t, Ryerson also stressed that French
Canadians' vital'interests were irrevocably linked to the

war overseas:

La ré&forme politique et &conomique
gui s'impose'ﬁm Québec ne peut se
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réaliser dans un vacuum. Elle ne
sera atteinte gu' & travers la défense
outrancidre de la patrie canadienne
contre l'ennemi naziste et japonais,
i travers la participation inté&grale
de tout notre peuple & la lutte
‘mondiale contre la tyrannie!l 6
He made it cleéar that.French Canadians' national concerns
=

cdould not be realized before the larger task of defeating

international fascism and imperialism was achieved. -

Liike other pa;ties 'in Quebec, the 5Pc‘had to confront
the issue of conscription.' Fully cognizant of the divisive-
ness' of the conscription debate and believing that the wér
in Burope would be short-lived, Prime Ministér King had
proﬁised in the autumn of 1939 that a government led by
him would never impose mandatory enlistment. In early
1942, King annéunéed that a national plebiscite would be
held to determine whether the electorate wsuld release his
administration from his éreyious commitment. In Quebec,

one French-Canadian response wa%\the formation of the Ligue

- pour la Défense du Canada to promote a "no" vote in the
17 '

plebiscite. For its part, the CPC endorsed a "yes" vote

and attefipted to rally support-forlthis stance in Quebec.18
The approach taken by the party was to try to convince
French Canadians that the Second World War differed from

the previous world conflict. A resolution presented to the

2

1942 National Conference of the CPC declared:

We Communists fully understand why
the French-Canadians fought so hard

against conscription in 1917, but
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.we appeal to our compatriots in
Quebec to realize that this war is
different. It is a war. for national-
defence, liberty, and independence
against the most monstrqus oppression
the world hgs ever known --Hitler
fascism.

In the appeal for /French Canadian backing, the resolution:
further stated that the Communists "stand for the recognition
of the cultural.and rac1al asplratlons of the French

Canadians. We are ready to accord every rlght of. c1tlzensh1p

When thetresults of the 1942 plebiscite vote demonstrated
that Quebec had overwhelmingly opposed the national trend
'by voting "non", Ryerson questioned:

Peut-on dire que tout ce qui est

possible a &té& fait pour "renseigner",

pour faire croire aux Canadiens du

Québec qu'on recherche pour eux la

pPleine &galité& de droits aussi bien

que de sacrifices qu'exige cette

mesure populaire, llberatrlce° 20
The results of the plebiscite‘translated into a clear
message for Ryerson: there was yet a long way to go to”

ensuring French Canadians equality'with their English-

- speaking compatriots and thus a long road to travel before

French Canadians could be expected to make an equal commitment
to the war. The goal of equality between the two lingquistic
groups had to become a main concern for all those committed

to building a strong and effe¢tive campaign against Hitler.

"Equality" came tc mean different things when referred

to by Ryerson and his party. In 1lv42, the rights of French

Canadians were no longer described by the Communists as

w20
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"minoriﬁy.rights" as héd'been the éASé in.thé CPC submission
in 1938 to the Rowell-Sirois Commission; nor were they a
. yet explicitly defined as “nationél.rightsf,'aithoﬁgh _l

. the 1942‘CPC resolution proclaimed_thét tﬁe‘parfy-stood‘.
for "the fullest satisfaction of'the national éspirations

22 15 the autumn of 1942, it

of the French Cahadians."
would appear fhat the party was primarily concerned with
promoting French Canada's equal role in the waf effort.
Speéifically, Ryerson ;élled;upon the King government to

. recruilt éfogressivé, patriotic French Canadians into his
cabinet.23 .He warned that if fdrceful leadership for war-
time participation and cooperation was not found, then -

the masses of French Canadians would be vulnerable to the

defeatist propaganda of the Bloc populaire.24 . The Bloc .
populaire, led by guch disenchanted Liberals as Maxime
Raymond, Ren& Chalout and Paul Gouin and suppo:ted'by

members of the defunct Ligue pour la Défense du Canada,

was_aimed‘towards combatting French-Canadian participation
in the war. The achievement -of equal involvement in national
wartime politics was therefore essential to undermine the

platform of the Bloc populaire and moreover to avoiding an

all—embracing_reactionary backlash in the province of Quebec.

Tn the process of forging a policy on the status
of French Canadians, the Communists began to refer .to them

as a "nation". In an article in a March issue of La Victoire,

written to defend the CPC against attacks from l'Action

L=
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cathoiigue; Ryersdﬁldéciarea thét hisrﬁarty‘was'a‘champioﬁ
of French Canadian'“nétional rights" whi9h he enumerated

to be "l'emploi de la langue ffangaise sur un pied d'égalité
dans les forces armées, l'éliminaﬁion des:conditions
d'inégalit& au Québec, dans lés domaines deé saiaires, de
la santé publique, des facilités édgcationnelles.“25 Thisi
brief statement indicated for the first time the Communists’

willingness to recognize French Canada as a nation. It also
v
formed the basis for the position on French Canada enunciated

in the draft programme .presented to the founding convention
of the new legal party of the Communisgg-called the Labor
Progressive Party (LPP) in August 1943. With respect to

French Canada, the draft programme of the party declared

that it - ' ,

stands unreservedly for the establish-
ment of full national equality for the
French Canadians. The Party presses
the governments, provincial and federal,
to take immediate measures to redress
the burning grievances of the French-
Canadian people.' It fights for the
establishment of explicit constitutional
guarantees of the cherished language

- rights of the French Canadians. It works
to win the united support of English
Canada for the achievement of full
national equality for the French-Canadian
people, as a common responsibility of
all . Canadians and the key to real and
enduring national unity.

The promotion of the cause of the war among French
Canadians and the dévelopment of mutual understanding between
this group and the rest of Canada were two principal motives

for the writing of a major work by Ryerson while he was
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_undergfound: French Canada: A Study in Canadign Demoéracx
was published in 1943, éhdrtiy after_the'fbpndigg.bf the

LPP .- Two:years later, he produced a French version of

the Qork.27.‘Referring‘to the English and French editions’
respectively, he explained the differences and why he aid
.not simply translaté the English.one into French: ‘"celle;

ci &tant une discussion en frangais de probl&mes cap&dienSw
frquais—— et'ce;le-la, une'tentatiQe d'éclaircissément
auptés de ﬁos compatriotes de langue'anglaise."28 Each

book in its own way was directed specifically to thé grdup in

whose language it was written.

In French Canada Ryerson. continued to develop the

theme of French Canada's democratic traditions that waé
central to his first-historicgl work, but took hié discussion
beyond the 1837-1838 rebellions aﬁd into the périod of
Confederation aﬁd the early 20th century. 'As in his previous

. book, he eﬁployed history as a meaﬁs to defend contemporary
Communist policies. Asserting that the relations between

French'ana Enﬁiish Canadians had been a major problem
per81st1ng_thé;u%hout their shared history and which
LA

presently threatened the Canadian war effort, he insisted

F

.

that these relations could be

understood and resolved only by
probing deep beneath the surface

of our past and present history;

by abandoning two-dimensional,
surface conceptions, and laying
bare, in depth, the actual unfolding
of social and economic forces on
which rests the life of every
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natlonal communlty.?g'

'In the 1930s, durlng the Communist crusade agalnst fasc1sm,

‘ Ryerson had used history to demonstrate the basic democratlc

nature of the mass of French Canadlans and the struggle
they had shared w1th thelr Engllsh—speaklng counterparts
in- the mld 19th century - to gain democratic. liberties. A
decade later, history revealed to Ryerson that the French-
Canadian struggle had also.been "a struggle for the right
of natlonal self-determination, for thelr right as a nation

"30

to choose their own form of state. He placed the French-

* Canadian cause in the same tradition as the natlonal

unification movements which characterized mid-nineteenth

century Europe.3l

This national 'struggle won a‘partial'victory, according

to Ryerson, with the political compromise of Confederation

in 1867:

The French-Canadian popular demand

for an autonomous  -state was conceded’
by the B.N.A. Act, insofar as a

. federal system was established instead
of a legislative union; and in the
granting of powers to the provincial
governments in the spheres of direct
taxation, administration of public
lands...education, municipal
institutions...32 |

Thus the principle of two nations was established with
the founding of the Canadian‘stateu Ryerson's book and
the LPP programme established officiaily the Communists'

acceptance that French Canada was indeed a nation.33
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Onczhthe LPP had. formally adopted the 9051t10n that

<

French Canadaﬁgo stltuted a natlon, the next task was to win

1ts acceptance among Engllsh Canadlans.' Ryerson argued

that the farlure to recognize fully the -democratic rlght

'of French Canadians.to choose freely their'ownjﬁFate

- Lo

violated the principle of ndtional ec;{uality.ﬁ'4 Tt-also

RS
1

undermined:the cause of Canadian unity so crucial, in the
minds of the Communist leaders, to the welfare of all.

Canadlans bOth‘ln the war/effort and the future. Ryerson'

=

‘contended that "Canadlanfunlty can be real and’ complete only

if the mlnorlty natiorf, that of French Canada, is able to ot

L

. feel' full- confldence that its rlght freely to determlne its |

.Canadian rights'as a cause of their Oown .

~ i

own destiny, to arrange ltS life as it sees flt, is assured
. ) .'. . . 35 o ] ‘ . ' \ 3 .
democratic¢ ‘guarantees.” Canadian wnity also was dependent
upéannglish Canadians taking up the defense of French-.
In hls call” for reCOgnltlon of French Canadlans'L
rlght to self< determlnatlon, Ryerson was several years

(¥

ahead of his party. It was not untll the second National

:.Convention ofﬁthe LPP in June 1946 that an official

' commitment inufavonr of French Canada's right to national

self-determination was made by the party. A “"Statement of ;':_‘

Aims and Pfinciples" presented to the convention deglared:
- - # . - N . ! R &
A Socialist Canada will extend to. &
the people of French Canada the full
right of national self-determination
and on that foundation realize 4id
practice the fraternlty of the peoples-.
of- the two nations,'French and English,
v + which together constitute Canada. ‘
. ‘

.

- L]
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This declaratlon did not become part of the off1c1al party

-'pOllCY untll it appeared in the 1952 edltlon of the LPP

37 ST L, : .
programme. ", ) . . S .

' . While the principle of political eguality hetween French

~apd Englisp Ganada was entrenched in the Canadian federal
éystem-and "an historical fact", Ryerson argued tﬂat there
‘were serlous obstacles which prevented that principle from

: becomlng a full realltyf The main 1mped1ments were the -
economic and social 1Qferlor1ty.suffered oy French Canadaf
in‘comparison with the rest of Canada. Comparingistatistics

for Quebec and Ontario,38 he claimed that while‘the'average

’ annual per caplta income in Ontario in 1940 was $530 in
' : 39

Quebec it was only $358. *He endeavoured to impress 6ﬁon

hié English-speaking readers that the inferior wage leisls f:
~ . . . . e .
in Quebec served to depress gncomes'generally througﬁout-
the COuntry_and thué’affected their own material interests.
‘Furthermore, inladditiod‘to individual material weffare,
economlc equallty was a crucral factor: in the war effort:
“The_assue.of,wages and worklng condltlons rn Quebec are
warx iasdea: thelraisiné of shamefully substandard wages‘iedc

I3

required in the interests of efficient producéﬁpn as well as

™ .
_</ofjmorale..,ﬂ40

Ryerson's bid for improv{ng the income leéels of Quebec

workers was undermlned by the lmp051tlon of wage and price

” . i

controls along with other restrlctlve measures of the Klng

-

. .
governmept. ,Thls lmplementagaon of‘wartame emergency powers

- !

78,

-
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was a response to severe inflationary pressures placed upon.
== T _ y

the Canadian economy from é'éombination of full empleyment,

|

government expenditure.41 These measures.would obviously

-

serve ‘as major 1mped1ments to any attempt to equallze wage

.

levels between English and French Canadlan workers.

___.-" r

The industrial expansion stimulated'by wartime production

‘s
»

‘had, nevertheless,‘genérated several benéficial by-products.

Referring specifiCally to French. Canada, Ryerson asserted:
L lndustriallsatlon du Québec poussée
si loin pendant le premler quart du
sidcle actuel, vient d'étre relancée
. & nouveau. Le centre de gravité du
Canada frangais se déplace encore
plus, des campagnes vers les villes.
Le pomds de la classe ouvriére dans
la vie nationale s'accentue.

“r

He .pointed to important gains made in labour crganizaﬁion

".in the province during the war and claimed that while there

had been a general flourishing of trade union movement in

the country, the.progress made in Quebec was outstanding:'

In aircraft, munltlons, shlpyards,
. textile, international trade unions
have acted as.a mighty-lever in .
ralslng wage standards and securing
betterment of conditions. Through -
trade union action, tens of thousands
of Quebec workers have come to understand.
what national unity can mean to them
in terms of joint action with feliow
Canadians for ghe securing of the
common good. ‘ ’ '

Ryerson interpreted these developments as being a*posiéive

sign for the érowth of democracy in French Canada. - Expiaining

- s
.
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" the situation in Quebec to his Engiish-speaking fééders,.he
concluded optimistiéally: “ﬁith_the_organizational{growth
iof the Frengh-Canadian 1abor'movemeﬂt there ﬁusﬁ go a
heighténingxof political concsiousness and clarity of that

a4 For Ryerson, the economic and political progress

movement."”
made by the labour m0vemént4 particularly in Quebec, augured
- . well for the working class and its political vanguard, the

+

Communist Party.

In spite of the advances made in the union movement in
Quebec, the province's workers were still faced-with

comparatively low wage leyels and consequently with sub-

standard héélth and housing. As during the 1930s,- in French
danada,querson reminded,hislreaders of the generally iower
standard of social conditions suffered by French éanadiané.‘
éhoosing infant mortéiity'as one indicator of public health,

o]

he pointed to statistics published in the Canada Yearbook

which revealed that for every thousand live births in 1941

S

there were 45.6 infant deaths in Ontario cdméareé to 75.9

in Quebgc.45 During the tuberculosigaepidemid which

persisted iﬂ'anéaa durin§ the period, Quebeclonce again had
a.significantlf gfeéter réfé of réporte@ cases than Ontario.
There waé a similar pattern for other infectious diseases at
‘the time.46 Related tolﬁoth low wages and substandard health
were.housing condit}ons. Rfersoh pained a grim picture 6f
overcrowding and unwholesome living conditions in the provincé's

industrial centres. Documented reports of housing in Montreal

o
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revealed that the 51tuatlon was notllmprov1ng over the
years but rather was drastlcally deterloratlngm‘ Overcomlng
the dlsparlty between the standard of living of English
and French canadians was a necessary task for all concerned

: with.advancing the war effort.47 _

In addition to promoting mutual understanding between
the two linguistic groups and to cultivating‘acceptance

of French- speaklng Canadlans as a nation, a third theme

developed by Ryerscn in hlS work French Canada was the

negative role played by the “reactionary pOllthS of the
opposition forces led by Maurice Duplessis apd the Bloc
populaire. The defeatism regarding the war and the racial
,_-chauvinism of these Quebec "reactionaries" threatened both
national unity and English Canada's understanding of French-
Canadian national sentimeéht. "Ryerson railed against the Bloc
populalre for 1ts "mlsrepresentatlon" of the war as belng
"Brltlsh" and "1mper1allst“ and thus allen to the interests
of*French.Canada. He referred to its anti-war campaign as
a "brostitution“ of French-Qanadian nationalism in the
interests of fascist reaction.48 He "also challenged that
party's tactics and motivations:
every special grievance of the French
Canadians is seized upon --language
inequality in the armed forces, sub-
- standard wages, and -so forth-- not
with a view to correctlng the grlevances
in the interests of the war effort, but

with the undlsgulsed purpose of disrupting
the struggle for victory. 49
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He further accused the Bloc populalre of shleldlng 1ts

fundamental ambition of establlshlng corporatlsm behind ltS

rantlng agalnst the trusts. ThlS appeal to the masses was.

-merely demagoglc manlpulatlon, natlonal 1nterests of French

Caéadlans could only be safeguarded by the real democratlc

force-- 'the working class. The Communists met the Bloc

T

~populaire head on in a federal by-election in the Montreal

riding of Cartier 'in August 1943. 1In a break-through
victory for the LPP, its candidate Fred Rose narrowly

defeated his Bloc opponent.

The nationalist issue which resurfaced during the war

with the advent of the Bloc populaire and the continuing

- SR
presence of Duplessis was that of provincial autonomy. It #

was an issue which Ryerson perceived as most threatening to

. * - )
national unlty The problem was not peculiar to Quebec; he

pornted to both George Drew in Ontario and Duplessis as the
self-appornted.defenders of "prov1ncra} righ’ts".50 Prior
to the 1944 Quebec election campaign, he accused,hoth men
of opposing housing projects, the buildino of improved

educatlonal facilities and, most SLgnlflcantly, the federal

health fnsurance programme.Sl ‘Rather than working towards

progressive change in their respective provirices as promised-:.
. 1

in their election platforms, Ryerson argued that Duplessis

" and Drew worked deliberately to ohstruct the social and

economic reforms necessary for national equality. In this

they were simply the lackeys of Big Business Toryism, the

N

wt
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interests with most to qain from‘preﬁenting the implementation
of social and economic reforms. .The battIevcry‘of'"provincial
aqunomy" was clearly a tactic to facilitaté the perpetuation

of the status gquo. Ryerson explained:

r

A chaque fois le peuple canadlen a

voulu s'unir pour relever sa condition
sociale, les ré&actionnaires ont poussé
desrhurlements: 'La constitution est :
en danger! la constitution ne le permet
pas!' Ce qui, pour eux, veut dire_fout
simplement- -Diviser pour regner

Thus the issue of provincial autonomy served not only to
impede social progress In both English and French’ Canada,
but to cause a dlver51on from the war effort and weaken

the campaign to defeat international fascism. 7

In the spriné of 1944 with the provincial elections in
Quebec drawing nearer, Ryerson, writing in Toronto as
the editar of the newly-established party journal National
- : , g Sat L onas

Affairs Monthly (NAM), called upon the "liberal bourgeoisie"

and the labouf movement to join together .to defeat the forces
of ‘reaction led by Dupiessis and to prevent the Union
Nationale fromlreturning to power. Recognizing the strength
of nationalist sentiment in'the'prqvince, Ryerson embhasi%eq
‘that-the combined unity of "democratic" and labour forces

"~ would be successful against reaction "only if it wins the

support of the masses of nationalist followers both in town

and countryside.“53 When. the election was eventually held

and Quebec witnessed Duplessis reconquer the seat of’

government, Ryerson attributed this victory to
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the - fallure of "labour democracy" to.formha united electoral
front.s4 He placed the burden of the responsibility'oh the

shoulderslof the . CCF: "Organized labof, cloge to 200,000

strong was in a position to ensure the defeat of'Duplessis;

But the whole weight of growing CCF influence was. thrown in

nd5

the scales against the policy of democratic unity. Governed

solely by the ambition to bring down the Godbout Liberals,:
the CCF in refusing'tO‘combiﬁe forces with other "democratic"

groups was effectlvely working in the lnterests of Duple551s

\and the Bloc populaire.

In the aftermath of the election Ryerson stressed that
the only means to defend democratlc rlghts and Canadian
unlty was' to form a "democratlc coalltlon" in Quebec, or,

“in’ other words, to promote the pollcy that had falled to

be successfully adopted during the electlon.56 It was also

1mportant to consider the role played by the “natlonal factor"

in the fight for Canadlan unlty given the chauvinism of

both Drew in Ontario and Duplessis in hebec.57l He’ concluded

that

Under no circumstances can the labor
movement afford to. underestimate
the  scope and import of the factor of
. national division and prejudice. The

pro-fascist circles of English-Canadian T
big business who poured money like.
water into Duplessis' campalgn fund
evidently understood its usefulness

+.  to them. Their aims will be blocked
by the camp of- national unity only if
and -when the labor and democratic forces
give bold and energetic leadershlp to
the solving of national- grlevances 1n .
French Canada.
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Once‘egain rhe crux of tHe issue was the struggle'for Mfull
natlonal equallty" between Engllsh and French Canada. During
the course of the war, Ryerson continued to develop and

- promote the theme of the lmportance of recognizing French -

Canada's national rights. . oo

While: Ryerson worked principally out of Toronto during
: A 7
the later years of the war, he did not cease writing to

French Canadians. In addition to his periodic articles in

La Victoire, the French?language'party newspaper, he brought"
. b‘ ' -

out a French version of his book French Canada in 1945. As

\' : H i . . ‘ ) 4 [l ) 0
mentioned above, Le Canada frangais, s& tradition, son avenir,

was not-a_translation'of the 1943 publicatioﬁ:,rather Ryerson

A

reworked the book and designed it specifically for, his . X
Quebec readers: Much of the text of the two Works is tge
same, but Wherees the Eoglish version stresses the democratic
nature and tradition of French Canadians, the Fnench'edition
emphasizes to its francophone_readers the jostness of the
‘war and deals more-specifically with the Roman Catholic

Church's position on the war and theifeasibility of united

action on the part of Catholic and Protestant Canadians. .)

Y

A major theme developed in the Freoch ﬁereiog/of.the
book is a reiteration of the party line that the currenr
confiict was not an imperdalist one.  Ryerson refuted any
.historical,comparison_betweeh the present war\énd'the
imperialist aggression of the early twentieth century ﬁe
argued instead that World War- II was analagous to the noble,

¢
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popular struggles of Upper and Lower Canada-‘-“En 1837-38

une ollgarchle féodale et colonlale tenta de nous asserv1rs

Un 51écle plus tard;_une ollgarchle 1nternat10nale, la

- coalition des puissances fascistes, tenta d'asserVir le,
- monde entier."59 Having assailed the obstacle of anti-

'imperialism with respect to' French Canadians' perception of

the war, Ryerson went on to undermine any feeling that the

war was opposed monolithically By the Church in Quebec. In

his introduction to Le canada frangais he cited Cardinal

!

Villeneuve declaring that his visit to the front had proven

.tg him the justness of the war.60 "In his writing, Ryerson

endeavoured to convince French Canadians that participatipn

in the war, rather than threaten -their interests, was vital

-

N

13

The subject of national inequaiity between French and
Enplish Canada which piayed such a cenfraiirole in French
Canada was eqdally-as important.in the French version. In
the realm of social conditions, Ryerson took & much stron

position against the disparity in the quality of the

education between Quebec and the rest of Canada in the

second work. Educational reformﬂln Quebec, he contended,

was dellberately suppressed by the ruling class: "Ce qui se.

sont oppo3&e a la modernisation de notre systé&me scolaire sont

les gens qui ignent la diffusion des livres parmi'la masse
du peuple, de peur des idées progressives."61 While in -.early
|
| ‘ .
1943 he had saluted the adoption of legislation which made
. | ) -

”
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'aafﬁr school attendance obl:.gatory,62 in Le Canada frangais he .

‘Q,declared that obligatory attendance was 1nsuff1c1ent to remedy
the upgradlng of both teaching fac111t1es and teachers’'
salarles which trailed far behind those in Ontarlo.l Flnally,

_he affirmed the nece531ty of establlshlng a prov;néial
‘.mlnlstry of educatlon in order to place education in the

public domain and render the system more democratq.c.63

a\‘In Le Canada frangals, Ryerson once agaln singled out

Big Busaness as belng the main culprlt contrlbutlng to the
economic ills of Quebecu He pointed to' the overwhelming
predominance of English—speakiné-financial‘interests in
eonttdliof the economy, but reminded hiswneadeis that behind.
the English names of corporations in Quebec steod numerous |
‘members of the French-Canadian bourgeoisie. What differed
from his critique of the Depression era;was his inelusion_of
the Church .améng the leading,economic nowers'in the province,
a presense that he claimed-Was even more obscured and
canouflaged than that of the Ftench-Canadian bourg.eoisie..64
Maihtaining that'a recent evalnation of the Chutch'e'wealth;
was estimated at $600- mllllon w1th an annual income of $50

mllllon“he stated: “Ce revenu est a peu prés €gal a celui,

! du Gouvernement de la province de Quebec,dans les ‘années

d'avant guerre. Un cinqui@me de ce revenu ecclésiasfique

¢
servirait & diverses oeuvres socialés et charitable
’ Agaln, as in the prev1ous decade, Pyerson s friticism

of the Church was dlrected agalnst the 1nst1tutlon and -in no
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?ﬁeagure against the-prevailing faith in the brovince.

lr‘

'Slngllng out the Cathollc hlerarchy in Quebec as belng a
major 1mpedlment to a’ unlted war effort, he made it clear
that the pr1n01pa1 51n commltted by leadlng members of the:

-

clergy was their campaign denounc1ng communlsm and their
endeavoar to sabotage the war ailiance with the Soviet Union.66
It was thus also'a personal battle-between the CPC and the
cleries. | '

Ryerson was faced with a difficult task in his assault
upon‘the Catholic clergy. As during the previous decade,
he_could not afford to alienate the masees of Catholic French
Canadians at a tiﬁe when his party was proclaiming that
natlonal unlty had to come before all other concerns.. Also
during the war the Church advocated soc1al and economic reform,
leaving Ryerson with less ammunition for his critique than he
had had during the Depression. Consequently he attacked

)

the Catholic hierarchy's anti-Communist pronouncements and

arqued that such reagtionary politics could be attributed to

only a small, albeit p rful minority within the Church:
Face aux aspirations lé&gitimes du
peuple, catholique comme protestant ,
ou autre, une certaine minorité des .
membres du clergé se livre a une
action politique qui est condamnable.
Sympathisants de Franco, de Salazar
et de Mussolini, ces hommés accordent
leur appui aux ennemis juré&s du Canada
frangais et de la liberté humalne...

>

Citing examples'in Europe where Communists and Cathblics sat

together in goverpment and fought together on the front,68

S 4



he called upon thefsame,level of‘cooéeration_v—unity in the

war{effort ang in'the period of recdnstruction that wOuld‘follOW.'

%

When Ryerson stood back to evaluate'what the war had _
meant for Canada, he came to some p051t1ve conclu51ons. .He
pointed to the fraternity that had deyeloped on the battle-
field between French and English Canadians; It was a bond,
he argued that would enhance unity on the domestic scene.s9
He also malntalned tﬂat the experience of the war had silenced
much of the antr-Sovmet sentlment in Canada and had improved
understandlng of the Soviet Union among Canad:.ans.7'0 During
the war the Communists enjoyed unprecedented acceptance, or
at least tolerancer due to the prestige of the Soviet ﬁ
power and mllltary prowess of the Red Army. Ryerson and his

fellow party members thus looked forward to the post-war

period with.great expectation, T
- i . ‘ :

Ryerson's optimism concerning the course that the

" post-war world would take as well as the stature that his
\ o

party would hold was - sho;t‘lived Indeed, disillusionment
set in generally afiong world Communlsts before the final act
of World War II, By the spring of 1945 deep cracks wer@

appeariné in the mortar binding the major Western powers to

thelr Sovret ally. In Aprll of that year, Pre51dent F D.

Roosevelt dled and his successom Harry Truman, took a less

cqnc;llatory approach to dealing wrth.Joseph Stalin and_ )
Soviet policy‘.71 During the final months of the war, sentiment.

*

in West grew increasingly hostile towards  the "socialist
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polltlcal consciousness because of warrlng against fascism

) 190,

'republic" Ryerson found the ant1-Sov1et sentlment to be

r - -

. partlcularly flagrant at the foundlng conference of the
hUnlted Natlons in San Francisco in May ‘of that year. He

‘warned that. the call for‘"world government“.was an attempt .

by the so-called “middle powers'-to dismantle the Blg,Three‘

ﬁﬁity and, more specifically, to weaken the position of the
72 N o

Soviet Union. R 0 Lo

The chilling of relations between the Soviet.Union and

a
5

her wartime allies during the final hours of the war was-the’

-~

breambie to the "ecold war“_peridd. International'politics

grew more arid more polarized between the two protagonists,

the Soviet Union and the United States. In turn, the official

line of the LPP became increasingly¢&ntI=Amerioan. From the

immediate post—war period on into the 1950s, Communist‘party

[

llterature singled out American - economlc and cultpral

'"1mper1allsm“ as the foremost threat ‘to Canada's 1ndependence

and general welfare.

"Within this new anti-American policy, French Canada -

;o

would again be assigned .a special role. Depicting the

scuthern nelghbour as the mllltary aggressor, the Communlsts -

returned to v1ew1ng the anti- 1mper1allst tradltlon among:

-

»

rFrench Canadlans as presentlng the greatest potentlal

Canadlan source of resistance to American imperialism.

Furthermore, the working class had achired a heightened

~and the expansron of the trade unlon movement. During the
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war, the CPC had looked upon antl—lmperlallsm as. a cause

led by the petty-bourge0131e in Quebec now it clalmed

that the‘working:class was taklng part-ln—antl—lmperlalist
| 'activities and giving it its'democraticAcharacter.

. ’Reterring td,Freneh Canada as the hulwark adainst
| imperialism was a common refraih.of LPP rhetotic of the'
'I period and.ohe which was reminiscent of Ryerson's remarks.
| regarding French Canada during the.early days of the_war.73
Aﬁyefeon,now praised prominent nationalistsf'who hadhbeen,‘
drch opponents during the war, for their stand. TIri response
to journalist André Laurendeau's stance against war, for

example, he wrote:

In these words of a leading spokesman
of the Qugbec nationalists there is
. expressed ¥he profound hostility to
: imperialist war which is one of the
most deep-seated and progressive
_ features of thé national tradition
< . of the French-Canadian masses.

;n the same vein, an LPP resolution drafted in 1§51 referred

to French-Canadian members of-Parliament as~being the only
.Qnes‘to raise their voices against Canadiaﬁ involvement

in the Korean wat: The resolutlon stated that “Their stand

was an expression of the historic tradltlon of French

Canadian people, of struggle.against participation in foreign

: . o e s 75
wars, against 1mper1allsm and conscription..."

L4

French Canadlans were not portrayed by the LPP nor
Ryerson as waglng an ant1~1mper1allst crusade 51ngle—'

handedly, but the party paid special tribute to Quebec's
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ﬂong—standlng p051tlon agalnst 1nvolvement 1n war.‘ While

" this salute represented a restatement of the party s faith.

in French Canada as a democratlc force, 1t also 51gn1f1ed
the LPP' s attempt to moblllze an 1mportant sector of . the
Vpubllc to: support its own political ends ——the defeat of

-1mper1allst monopoly capltallsmti‘ .

*

‘In the LPP.campaiQn against American infitence, Canadian
Communlsts .once agaln laid strong empha51s on the need for
natlonalfunlty. As during the war years, the party argued:
that fundanental to achieving unity was the_winning of
national‘equality.“ For Ryerson, the key to‘realizing
equality between English'and French Canadians was an
unequivocal acceptance of French Canada as a nation'nith
distinct,and peculiar characteristics. Addressinglthe
prohlem of FrenchéEnéiish relatrons in Canada, he warned:

‘ . Thos 'who dismiss this problem
- by saying the "the issues are
: ‘ .the same in French as in Engllsh
Canada", are saying this in English..
Natlonal nlhlllsm, in the sense of
just easily assumlng that "there is no
problem there", can be a serious
s obstacle to the solution of this
. problem. It can also constitute a
veiled expre551on of English- ganadlan
-“great natlon chauv1n1sm.

-~

Over the course of the post-war period, Ryerson and official
party llterature developed a comprehen51ve defense of

French Canada's status as a nation.

The LPP endeavoured to distinguish itself from the

_"reactionary" brand of nationalism that in recent years

had dominated the Rprovince of Quebec. Throughout the 1930s
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t‘Ryerson assalled natlonallsts for talklng in terms of rac1sm

L4

and for promotlng the 1nterests of soc1ety s pr1v11eged
groups and not those of the working class. Durlng the
immediate post—war perlod, thls “petty—bourgeois".btand of
nationalism continued to be a concern‘to théeparty; .In

his speech to the natienelﬂparty conference in“1945,'RyetsQn
pointed to a reneﬁal}of stroﬂg nationalist sentimeht'in
Quebec arising from the internal conflict during the war

over the question of eonscrfption.77' In the face of the

“upsurge of natienai feeling in Quebec, he urged his party .

~to "uphold the prinﬁiples of working-class iriternationalism

and in ngQ way succaﬁb to the powerful pressure of petty-
bourgeois nationélismﬁ"78 , '_ ' .
The dangerous tenet of petty—bourgebis netionalism

A

was the assumption that French Canada as a .whole was an

*

oppressed nation and that it was in the interests of all
classes to band together in the fight agalnst the prlmary

evil --English-Canadian domination. Thls assumption denled
¥

the validity of the class struggle and thus was totally
unacceptable to Ryerson: -

The historic taskf in French Canada

is not that of a bourgeois democratic
struggle to open the way to capitalist
development, but is one of finding

the avenues of approach to the decisive
final abolition of capitalism in French
as in English Canada.

He impressed upon his readers that the party's position on

‘thé national question in Quebec was not to be indentified .



with the provincial autOnomy issue promoted byEDuplesSis .
and the "clerico-nationalists". . Thiéﬁbrandgof|natienalism
~only worked in the interests of monopoly capitalism and

it did nething to further the interests of .the wotking
© 80 '- _ | LT
- class. ‘ : , .

\

Petty—bonrgeois nationalism -was not the only expression

- of natlonalist sentiment. In his work French Canada,_

Ryerson expressed the view that nationalism was not necessarily
by nature reactionary and enumerated the various episodes
.in history where natlonalist sentiment was the dr1v1ng
motivation of progreSSive movements. Among those he singled
out were the eighteenth~century American and French
revolutions, the Italian unification movement, -the 1837
rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada, “the'struggle.of
the young Soviet Republic against the interventionists in
1919-20", the Spanish Civil War and the dpatriotie war
of national liberation being waged.teday.by the United\
Natiens.“81 In the context of the "cold war" and the
shadow of nmerican imperialism in Canada,.the LPP began to
see that nationalist h0vementsiwere not always'reactionary;
indeed they might become important allies of the working
claes in its struggle for bower. Drawing from both Marx
and Lenin, Ryereon explained the distinctions between the
two brands of nationalism: |

This interest of the nofkiné class

in the destiny of its country arises

from a source that:  is very opposite
of that of bourgeois "particularism".
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he latter is motlvated by money- ) L _
' gkubbing greed for markets and. ... oo oo
" "sources-of investment income. The S .
former springs from awareness of
the fact that the highest fulfilment
~of the aspirations of the masses, of -
the vast majority of the nation; is
emancipation from the yoke of capital
- through the winning of Socialism. °

£

v

Several years iater, wﬁen he returned"te~the subject off
petty-bourgeo;s natlonallsm in order to confront 1ts.
seductlve potentlal w1th1n his own party, he 51mp11f1ed
even futher the distinction petween the two brands of
national SEDtime}!/‘"The struggle.around it is one in
which the issue is:’ For'er-againet the workere?- For or.
against the bosses? There is no. mlddle road' 1n‘the

! i
n83 In the natlonal fight to “keep Canada 1ndependent“

matﬁer.
the LPP therefore saw 1tself advancmng the ‘working-class’

;flght agalnst monopoly capltallsm.

While the LPP persistently defended French Canada's
right to national equality and declared its support for
democratic'hatienalism, the party was not.as‘eympathetié to
the'"hationai“ademands of French Canaéians as some members
'of the Quebec wing would have liked. During the 1947,.

Quebec provincial convention of the party, a group ledlby

Henri'Gagnon spoke out.against the leadership's programme

for achieving national equality. In order to ensufre economic

i

and social equality-betweep'French and English Canada, the

LPP executive advocated-st;ehgthening'fhe powers of the

¢

federal government to facilitate a redistribution of the
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mL”“_codhtrylsQﬁealtheahd4t0”guaranteefe§ual stahdardsﬁ' The

Gagnon faotionfoohdemned this support for.more centrali-

zation'and'were subsequently sharply denounced by the

leadership 84 -Convinced that‘their nationalist views

coula not be accommodated ‘'within the LPP, Gagnon and hlS

followers left the party Approxlmately 375 of the 500

delegates 301ned in the exodus.ss”

Following'this depdrture from the ﬁPP, Gagnon founded

" a series of politicaligroups in an effort to form a political

base for working-claee nationalism in Quebec. The first

was the Ligue d‘action-ouvriére which dissolved shortly

after its founding ‘Then followed the ngue pour la paix

whlch met with the same fate. Flnally, in 1949, Gagnon led

_the establishment’ of the Parti Communiste du Canada francais;

it too'disiotegrated‘within a YEar.BG 'Thelschism-whichftook

place at the 1947 convention was a definite blow to the

party and left its mark upon those members who remained.

LI

Subsequent to the crisis of the Quebec wing of the ;PP,
the official positioh regarding the nationalists' demands
softened and‘by 1951 Buck declared support for French
Canada's riéht to selt-determination. While Ryerson wrote

in‘defense.of this right in his 1943 work, French Canada,

it was not enshrined in party policy until the fourth
national LPP convention when Buck declared:
The people of French Canada must

decide for themselves as' a nation
what their stand shall be upon any
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unestlon whlch anOlVES the lssue
-y. of peace or war. The workers of -
.\ Canada -as a whole must be helped :
to recognize the fact that the - .
right to national selfvdetermlnatlon.
for the people of French Canada .is.
indispensable if. we' are to win the
battle of Democracy in Canada as-
a whole. .

Moreover, in ofﬁer.tvovercome ‘the dlsenchantment of Frehch—‘
: Canadian members, the LPP. attempted to ensUre the Quebec
‘wing a: “greater voice w1th1n the party. The 1951 convehtlon-
adopted an amendment to . the constltutlon de51gned to
guarantee "adequate representation™ from French Canada_on
the National Committee Fbecause of the.two-natioh character-
of Canada‘“88
The party further'strengthened'its,defense of French
Canada\s national status by oalling for the constitutional
\:ecoénltlon of this "fact", The LPP brief to the Tremblay

\

CommL551on,\the Royal Commission appointed by the Quebec

LV _\\
W\

government 1n 1954 to 1nvest1gate constltutlonal problems

\,
‘.\.‘

. in> Cana@a, stated-

C A o h-t Le 'Parti Ouvrier-Progressiste

R / .-\ croit gu'il est nécessaire

d!'entreprendre 1l'&@laboration d'une
‘nouvelle constitution canadienne,
P Cette constitution doit reconnaftre
o " le caract@re bi-national de 1l'&tat
o canadien et consacrer le principe .
de 1'égalité des deux nations qul
- composent le Canada.

The brief maintained that in 1867 Confederation had been a
pact between two nations each with its own distinct language
" and cnlture. It argued that although the union took the

form of a pact, the constitutional framework did not guarantee
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_Vsuff1c1ent national rlghts to French Canada. Innparticular;
. "Lt Acte de 1 Amérlque brltannlque ‘da Nord n accorde paséau

.peuple du Canada franqals 1e dr01t de déc1der si, dans une

questlon .aussi .grave que celle de la guerre ou de la palx,

- 90

il part1¢1pera ou il s abstlendra. And even more

1mportantly, the BNA Act did not guarantee the French—

91 "This

Canadian natlon the rlght to self—determlnatlon.
commltment to national self—determlnatLOn was also expressed
by Buck in, a pamphlet publlshed the same year as the brief to

the_Tremblay Commission. Citing Stalln s definition of

a nation as an.“hiStorically evolved, sStable community of -

language, territory, economic life and;psychoiogical make-up
. _ _ -
manifested -in a community of culture“,-Buck asserted that

French Canada was a nation in every respect and therefore

the main task of French Canadians was to establlsh thelr

right to ‘control their national affalrs. Drawlng once

again from Stalin, he concluded that the exer01se of control

over all aspects of thelr life yas the sole means of

survival for French‘Canada.'92

Recognition of the principle of the right - of self-

‘determination, not the realization of national independence

on the part of French5Canada, was the goal.towards which
the LPP strived. As the LPP stated in its brief to the

Tremblay Commission: . HQQ
Nous-.ne pré&conisons pas la

sécession. Nous sommes contre

la sécession parce gu'elle serait,

& nos yeux, contraire aux intéréts
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de notre peuple: Mais nous
.. proposons une constitution qui

¢ . " assurait au peuple canadien- o
" frangais le droit de d&cider

de sa propre ggstinée sans
constrainte. '

ssihg thé'duestion of the right of national self—
determlnatlon, the LPP programme, adopted at the flfth
natlonal conventlon 'in March 1954, enunciated: "Vlctory
for.this democratic p:inciple will openlthe wa& for the

free and voluntary association of French Canaﬂe with English-
speaking Canada in a federal state based upen thercomplete;
national equallty of both peoples. w94 Moreover,'it was the
leadership's contention that French Canadlans were finding’

‘that they could best defend their national interests through

the struggle for Canadian independencé from foreign domination.

If the concessions made to the French~Canadian
nationalists within the party during the early 1950s had

any positive impact, it was severely undermined by the

-

shock waves which rippledithroﬁéh the international Communist
movement when Kruschev revealed the horrors of Stalin's
regime in the Soviet Union. The Quebec members felt that
thef had suffered an‘especially brutal blow. At the 1957

LPP convention, the Montreal club lamented that their

¥

previous faith in the Soviet Union had been based on

illusions. They declared:
We in the Province of Quebec who
worked under the difficult condltlons
of the Padlock Law and other*repressive
measures were. partlcularly sensitive
on questions such as democracy in
the party, the democratic road to

95
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fSoc1allsm in Canada and independence
of our party. from the domination of .
any other group.

The general demorallzatlon resultlng from the revelatlons
by Kruschev in 1956 and the revolts agalnst the Sov1et
Union in eastern Burope led to extensxve w:.thdrawal97 from
the party among the Quebec members and-throughout the
-Cauadian Communist obvement, Ryerson was one of the few
,intellectuals to remain within the party.to weather the .
storm. The next shock wave to jolt the party and the rest’
©of the country was the "Quiet Revolution" in Quebec and

* Ryerson would throw himself 1nto the debate on the natlonal

question with evenlgreater‘lnten51ty.

Ovet the course of the "cold war" period, Ryerson
and‘zls party promoted policy in line with the Sov1et Union's
p051tlon agalnst Amerlcan 1mper1allsm. ?pe‘long standing
antlﬂlmperlallst stance of French Canadians 1léd the party
to regarlerench~Canadian nationalism as a potentially
positive elemeut. ﬁo;eover, with the experience of the
war years,_Ryerson came to appreciate the strength of
nationalism as a political force. The war was supported
by the Communist movement in the name of natlonal liberation
~against‘Nazi'aggression. This meant that the Communists
no longer viewed nationalism as unquestionably evil; if a
vehicle of the democratic wofking class, the movement would
4

be a progressive force. 1In the context’ of Quebec during

this period, the key factors in Rferson's spurning of the
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natlonallsts were the latter's ﬂegatlve reactlon to the

-

war and.thelr blatant hatred ofithe Sovret Unlon.

‘In response to’ the apparent grow1ng strength of v

- Maurice DuplESSlS and the natlonallsts led by the Bloc

Eogulalre, as well-as pressure applled from its Quebec winéf
the LPP went beyond its.promoti&ﬁ of."national”quaiitf%.‘
and came to advocate:recognitiod of French Caeada's rightA
to national self*determination ; In accommodatlng Frenchn -

Canadlan natlonallsm to thls extent the LPP endeavoured to

- make clear. the distinctions between its support of working-

class nationalism and the brand of .chauvinist and reactionary

nationalism espoused by petty~bourgeois interests, Although

Ryerson played a principal role in 'having French Canada's

right to self*determination ultimate;y adopted as party
policy, he jeined the party leadership in insisting that
the national concerns of Freneh Canadians remain Sebordinate
to thelwider tasks of the WOrking—ciass'struggle. He aiso

. ) ’ . v
affirmed the view that. these national concerns could best

" be served by a united effort on the part of both English

and French Canadians to combat the powers of monopoly

.

capitalism,
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THE QUIET REVOLUTION.
RYERSON AND HIS PARTY RESPOND TO THE. DEMAND FOR
NATIONAL SELF—DETERMINATION FOR FRENCH CANADA

: .In 1960 a new decadejwas uehered in by the'Communist
:Party of Cahada'(CPC)Irwith a reiteratiofl ©f the econoﬁic
concems 1t had empha51zed durlng the 1mmed1ate post—war
permod 2 The extent of Amerlcan domlnatlon of Canadlan
socxety remained the central issue for Canadlan Communlsts.
The party claimed that 51xty percent of the country S prlmary
resources and manufacturing was controlled by.Amerlgan
capitaliets3 ahd wafned'that Canada was being traneformed
into a foreign—owhed reeertoir of raw materials.4 _The CPC
further cautioned that one polltlcal ramlflcatlon of

growing American influence was the danger of Canada becomlng

a "launching pad for nuclear war."5

It advocated the
nationalization of Americah owned'monoploies in’sdch key
industries.as automobile,_rﬁhber 0il, electrical goods and
mining'and repeated its earlier support for t;ade_with

"socialist" states as a means to loosen. the hold of American

investors over the Canadian economy.6

The struggle for Canadian independence, however, would
)not be successful without flrst a resolutlon of the crisis
of Confederatlon that resulted from the "Quiet Revolutlon
in Quebec.7 In the province of Quebec, the prev1ous era,

characterized by the fifteen-year reign of the Union

Nationale, was ended by the death of its leader Maurice

»P
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,Dupleaeia in‘Septenber 1959. :ﬁis successor; Paul éauvé,
was in power for only a few months before he too passed awayf“
and the party was toppled in prov1ncmal electlons by the
Liberals led by Jean Lesage.8 It was under this new leeral
admlnlstration that Quebec experlenced the profound soc1al,.
polltlcal and ' econamic changes which came to be known as

the “Qulet Revolutlon

The new political climate'engendered bj events in Quebec

'-wthrust the national question to the forefront of Canadian

polltlcal consciousness and debate.l Once again, Stanley
Ryerson figured as a leadlng spokesman for his party on this
issue. In hls role as the longstanding managlng edltor of
the political journal published by the CPC, he devoted a
_large proportion of his editorial comment and feature
articles to Quebec. During the decade of the sixties, he
lalso publlshed two volumes of general Canadman hlstory which
deal to a large degree with the historical roots of the
national question. As throughout the earller perlods_v
studied, he turned to history to furnish a basis upon which
to build and promote the party line.9 And under the impact
of the left nationalism which was one of the features of the
'Quiet_Revolution, he underwent a definite shift in his
outlook towards the national question. . By the end of the
decade he had taken an important step beyond the position'

held by the CPC with regards to the support he felt the

Communist movement should lend. to the left nationalists in
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~‘Quebec.' ﬁp’until‘that'tiﬁe he-had remained faithful tof-d
L‘x”:the off1c1a1 ‘cpC. llne 1n 1ts refusal to go beyond the

:symbollc gesture of necognlzlng the rlght of French Canada

to nat10na1 self determlnatlon "By - the close of the 51xt1es
he had evolved to a p051t10n of” profound dlsagreement with
the practlcal llmltatlons of hlS party s stance on the

national questlon.

The fall from power of the Union National was evidence

that many voters no longer found the traditional ideology-of

French~Canadian nationalists credible.lO The newsideal was

that'of a "highly efficient.technological~scciety led by
11

'_French Canadlans and anlmated by a French spirit, == Many-

[P,

-French Canadians were yearnlng for rattr_pa e, a desire to

- catch up with socmal and economic developmeLts enjoyed by

other industrial soc:.et:.es.12 Naticnalist ideology, rather

than inhibiting social change, became a motivating force

behind it. 1Instead of looking to the Church,_many‘nationalists

looked to the etate to bring about the changes they desired.
Naturally, they focussed their hopes on the provincial
government. buring'the early sixties, the Lesage governmentJ
by demanding”nore and more power,.was opening up a serioue-

crisis in Confederation.

Clearly, the national question, the status of Quebec:
within Canada, would be an issue of major concern to the
Communisfs during this period. The new nationalist movement

in the province was attractive to the CPC to the extent to

Y



-?-whmch the reallzatlon of 1ts goals could undermlne polltlcalr
:elements v1ewed as, belng react;onary by the party. .As |
.fexpressed in a document prepared for the CPC's 1962 natlonal

'conventlon~

“Havrng ousted the arch-reactlonary
Duple551s—Unlon Nationale regime -
the people of Quebec have begun to
. press for far—reachlng reforms in
educdation to free the school from
clerical control; they are:challenging
the traditional patterns and insti-
tutions that have imposed conditions
of social backwardness and handlcapped
French Canadlan development,... 14

- There was therefore obv10us.potent1al for the achievement of

political and social. aims of the\pommuniSts long opposed

by Duplessis‘and:the-QSurch. ~The‘party characterized Eﬁa;>

upheaval in the province not simply as-e "gquiet revolution",

wl5 and

but more significantly as a “democraticrrevolution
viewed thrs ae a positive'step‘in Qdebeofe'politicel
development;' |

Moreorer, the new nationalist movement mioht provide
the impetus for a resolution of the problem of ineduality
between English and French Canada, a precondition for a
united struggle agaiﬁst‘Amerioan'iﬁperialism, The CPC
endorsed the_demand for the negotiation of a new "pact"
betweeh'English and French Canada and reiterated its defense
of.the.latter's right to seif—determination.16 -Signif%cantly,
it now shifted the blame for Quebeé's inferior living

standards from the "reactionary" social institutions and

groups in Quebec to the domination of English Canadians.
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In giving their wﬁolehearted support;to the éause of

the Quebec natlonallsts, however, the Communlsts ran the

N

rlsk of undermlnlng their commltment to worklng—class power.

.,Many natlonallsts tended to 1gnore the class lines in .

French Canada and showed_cpncern for the Quebec “natlon"'

instead of for socialism. The CPC could not afford‘to oppose

" the new’nationalist movement. But neither could it defend

Quebec natlonallsm to the detrlment of the ultlmate Marxlst

objective of proletarian revolution. It differed from the

\natienalists.in_that while defending the right of self--

o

determination, it did so with an important- reservation.

"It advocated that the right

be exercised in such a manner as
would best serve the interests and
unite the efforts of the working
people of both nations in their
struggle against common enemies

--monogoly, 1mper1allsm, explOLtatlon,A
war.

'As the 1960s progressed, the C?Q emphasized tpe'comﬁon

interests of the working people of both English and French
Canada. The party called for national equality because

it aspired to build bi-national unity --a unity of the

'working people of the two .nations. While,génceding that

each "nation" had its "particular psyehological hake-up",
the CPC stated thet ffom their shared historical experience,
there had emerged " a common sense of all-Canadian identity."la.
Communists wished for a new constitution that would establish
the.basis for a voluntary union of the two nations, each on

an equal footing.
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Ryerson defended the natlonallst movement in Quebec to
the extent that it served as a vehlcle for - achlev1ng SOClallSt
goals. He turned to Canadlan hlstory to prov1de examples of
natlonal sentlment harnessed by popular SOClal movements.

He p01nted for example, to- the substltutlon of. the "Compagnle
des Habitants" for the "Compagnle des 100 assoc1és in "New
France-ln 1645.- He suggested that the economlc organization
of the colonial community had-produced a natlonal spirit:

La conscience nationale fait son
apparition, non pas commeé une. chose
mystique, planant au-dessus de la
société mais 3 la suite d'un
développement &conomique, du marché,
de l'exploitation des indigénes au
moyen de la traite des pelleteries,
atc.

That nationalism was a sentiment held essentially by the

popular elements of New Frauce was proveh} accordiné to
Ryerson,.by the events of the Conguest of 1759-1760:

vaudreuil in a desperate -appeal,
sought to rally what was left of a |
national effort at resistance...

It was chiefly the farmers and town
people who responded with an effort
to keep up guerilla operatlons, the
bourgecisie were busy seeing to their
property.

In his historical writing,.then, he attempted to establish

national sentiment as an expression of the masses.

To .explain the unrest and discontent expressed by
Quebec nationalism, Ryerson provided an overview of English-
Canadian domination of French Canada in his historical works.

He argued that from the Conquest of 1759-1760 onward the

?
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"French—Canadlan communlty was essentlally a "subject natlon

In 1943, in . French Canada-‘ A Study 1n Canadlan Democracy, he

had stressed the posmtlve galns made by Erench Canada in
ach1ev1ng self government in 1848 and recognition as an v

autonomous state at Confederatlon. “Almost. two decades later,

“he professed to have exaggerated ‘the’ extent of these gains

and endeavoured to expose the myth of bonne entente between

_Engl}sh‘and French Canada. The problem ‘of national"

"ulnequallty had been left unresolved 22

The only srgnlflcant change in the
framework, since’Confederation, has

.- been the expansion of the emergence
of monopoly capitalism ‘in Canada... - .
But ih terms of French Canada's position,
the state structure has_remained
essentially unaltered.

. In political terms, he concluded that "The bloc of ruling. -

_soc1al forces of 1763 is the hlstorlc progenltor of the

24

" bloc of rullng soc1a1 forces of 1963 ~. 'In economic terms

.thlS translated into hlstorlcally lower salaries and living

. . o . o, . 25
standards in Quebec than in Ontario, for instance.

Ryerson also defended the Quebec nationalist movement
from the vigorous attacks of a number of prominent
intellectuals. One of the first and most notable participants
in-the debate concerning the.status of Quebec within Canada

was Pierre Elliott Trudeau, editor of the political journal,

Cité Libre. 1In April of 1962, he published an article in

which he lashed out against the French~Canadian nationalists'’

demand for recognition of Quebec as a sovereign nation,

-r

,
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clalmlng that ‘such a demand was retrograde.z6 'ﬁe maintained
‘that-a natlon was not A natural or "blologlcal" polltlcal
expre5510n of human soc1ety and that cultural natronallsm

- was counter to the modern world trend of polltlcal

-~

‘ *development.27 The natlonallsts in Quebec were reactlonary

becauseﬂ they deflned the conmon good in terms of one ethnlc

. 57'?'116‘°'

; -

.‘communlty rather than 1n terms of all c1tlzens. He called

for a Canadlan soc1ety based on cultural plurallsm not

cultural natlon—states.zs_ Flnally, he contended that in

V_Quebec, natlonallsts of the Right. out—numbered ‘those of the

Left and that consequently natlonallsm in- the. provmnce was
doomed to become a reactlonary force. 2? Rather than national
'soverelgnty as. the solutlon to Quebec s demands, Trudeau

advocated a large degree of local autonomy and the practlce

- of seLf-government.s0

In response, Ryerson accused the editor of Cité Libre

of failing to grasp the root of the crisis in Quebec.
"Denunciation of the striving for national ldentlty "and
eoverelgnty is nod way to combat nationalism" 31 he asserted.
‘It was Ryerson's view that natlonallsm_was a movement which -
emerged'rn'reaction to oppressiOn. The appropriate response
was therefore to remove the source of oppression and |
exp101tat10n and to establish the basis for natlonal equallty
and fraternal cooperatlon.32 He conceded that Trudeau's
vision of an international community, free from state

barriers was a progressive one --indeed, world Communists
o’

-
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.'shared the same goal—- but malntalned that such a communlty

v

_presupposed the absence of 1mper1a&15m.' In the- early 19605,
" at the helght of Amerlcan domlnatlon of. the Canadian

‘econonmy, such_a stance agalnst_natlonal soverelgnty was in

*

.
fact reactlonary, accordlng to Ryerson.

One has only to conSLder the Canada-.
United States relationship and to
recall the 1nv1tatlons made to us to
concede that "national soverelgnty is
e obsolete" to realize that what is

"~ -+ involved here is a klnd of imperialist
cosmopolltanlsm...

. He concluded by reiterating the longstanding Marxist premise

' that not before there existed universal socialism could

there be a system of world government.34

‘Trudeau also argued that the nation-state provided the

basis for war:
. .

-

D'ailleurs, 3 chaque fois que l'Etat
‘a pris pour son fondement une idée

+ exclusive et intolérante (religion,
nation, id&ologie) cette idée a &té
le ressort mémes des guerres...Les
guerres internationales ne prendront
fin que dans les conditions analogues,
la nation cesgant.d'étre le fondement
de l'Etat...

Ryerson's response to this position was similar to his
critique of Trudeau's earlier point:

The fallacy is rooted in an abstract
metaphysic. Not "the principle of
nationalities”, but the capitalist
development and the rise of the
bourgeoisie are the reason for the
wars and revolutions of the post-
feudal era...So long as imperialism -
engenders national oppression, the
"principle of nationality" will have
the validity of an assertion of
democratic, community rights.



Thus what Trudeau falled to comprehend 1n Ryerson S v1ew;A:"l€fsfﬂ

: ;waS the predomlnant role played by 1mper1allsm~1n contrlbutlnglwin;‘

',to natlonal 1nequa11ty.‘ Hls nlhlllstlc response to

L}

natlonallsm was not the sclutlon to the Quebéc 51tuat10n.l" S

'_Ryerscn relterated the CPC S clalm that the rlght to j
self- determlnatlon was: necessary to prOV1de the basxs for
a voluntary arrangement between Engllsh and French Canada

-

.wrth both “natlons' standlng on an’ equal foot1ng.,37

. J01n1ng Trudeau 1n total rejectlon of the "two natlon
concept was Eugene Forsey, a leadlng Canadlan constltutlcnal
expert. Forsey conceded that French Canada could be .
considered a natlon in the-"ethnlc, cultural, SOClOlOglcal
sense“{ but not in the "polltlcal legal constltutlonal
sense.d38. He concluded that French Canada was not a.
polltlcal natlon since Canada A—not French or Engllsh Canada——_'
was the member of such lnternatlcnal organlzatlons as, the |
‘United Nations, the Internatlonal‘Labour Organ;zatlon and
G.A.T.T. .He further contended that neither the Fathers of
confederation nor the British North America Act sanctloned

in any way the notion of two sovereign naticns.39

Ryerson dismissed Forsey's views on the status of
French Canada, labelling them "legalistic fetishism";'
"Nation=independent state; therefore they do not constitute
a nation!"40 He accused Forsey of fthinly—disguised
Anglo-Canadian nationalism“'and argued that "Stubborn

insistence on the status, refusal to entertain the thought
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iof‘a hew confedeial.pact:between nations"equal.in status,

does nothlng but feed the flres of separatlst frustratlon. ndl

.‘Thus, 1n Ryerson s v1ew, Forsey, llke Prudeau, promoted a

istance regardlng Quebec whlch served only to klndle the '

-

‘ﬁHSentlment of 1ndependence they both denounced and sought to

4

N - s . .
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Durlng the 31xt1es, Ryerson and his Communlst colleagues

Vattempted to demonstrate some practlcal ev1dence of their

"commltment to the ideal of equallty between the two peoples.

In 1965 the Communist Party of Quebec was establlshed as

a dlstlnct entlty w1th1n the Canadlan Communlst party 42

Durlng the pre conventlon dlscu551on of 1966 the National
ExecutLVE‘Commlttee explalned the new body

It will be seen that the Commun;st Party
of Quebec is not a separate party from
. the Communist Party of Canada. Members
-of the Communist Party of Quebec are
members of the Communist Party of Canada
and take part fully in the activities
of the Communist Party of Canada and in
the working out of its policies. At
the same time within Quebec, the Communist
Party of Quebec has full control over
its own policies and structures. 43 !

It was not made clear what would constitute the policies
. L3

within the jurisdiction of the Quebec body, but the

gesture of .forming a distinct political entity for French

Canada was an obvious attempt to provide a model for the

resolution_of the national question in Canada.

In 1966 the CPC made a further commitment to its policy

-

of national equality by transforming the party journal into
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a blllngual publlcatlon Wthh was glven the name Horlzons.q>

_The Marxlst Quarterly.. In the edltorlal whlch lntroduced
the flrst bilingual edltlon, Ryerson wrote that the party
was "not bemused by utoplan delu51ons about blllnguallsm
rather the Communists were upholding the. pr1nc1ples of -
national equality and natlonal self—determlnatlon. Ryerson
pointed not only to the problem of a language barrler, but

. indicated that unresolved dlfferences within the party
regard;ng the natlonal questlon and’ the means to ach1ev1ng
"both national self- determlnatlon and soc1allsm wene barrlng‘
the war to effectlve cooperatlon between the Engllsh and
French speaklng sections of the. CPC.44 The-bilingual
journal was a professed attempt at establlshlng the ba51s
.for greater cooperation and joint theoretical work between
the twoflanguage groups within the party.45 At the same
time, the party did not commit itself to official Canadian .
bilingualism for it did not want to be identified with the
concept as promoted. by the Commission on Bilingualism and
‘Biculturalism. In treating the Quebec question_as a problem
concerning language and culture, the issue of national
self-determination was completely evaded. Ryerson claimed:

the structuring of the French-English

relationship in Canada involves

precisely the political question of

state structure: a question of the

right of naticnal, political, state

self-determination for the French-

Canadian nation in the first place.

It is this that the "linguistic" and

"cultural"” limitation of ‘the Commission's

terms of reference 'is designed to
frustraté. #
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In his debate w1th Trudeau and Forsey regardlng the

status of Quebec, Ryerson had resolutely defended some of

'the-asplratlons of Quebec-natlonallsts.f Yét he was not

_prepared to endorse thelr most radlcal 1deas such as their

claim that French Canadaufunctloned primarily as an:"ethnlg

class" in Canada. Eséentially,-the theory of "ethnic

class™, as popularized by Jacques Dofny and Marcel kioux;'

two- Quebec sociologisté, pro?osed‘that "les Cahadiéné

fréngais fOrmeﬁt un peuple pfesque entiérement prolétarisé,
domlne économlquement par une grande bourge0131e colonlallste

de langue et cultureletrqngeres. 47 Dofny and Rioux

asserted that French Canadians saw themselves as being "a
recognizable ethhiq minority whiéh plays the same role

within Canada; regarded in its turn as a total society, as

a social class plays within a fotai soéieéf."48 The notion

of an "ethnic cléés" quickly found favour among.some of

the Left in Quebec and during the early lQGOs,Provided nagion§l~

ists with the basis for their argumerits for independence.

Ryerson agreed that under the Confederation agreement
French Canada was not equal in power to English Canada,
nevertheless, he contended that the concept of "ethnic

class" and the colonial analogy were impérfect_becauée

they concealed the role played by French-Canddian capitalists

. working for their own class interests in cooperation with

their English-Canadian and American counterparts.49 The,

position taken by some so-called "left" nationalists that
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;there was no French -Canadian bourgeoisie made ‘an 1ndependent
'dworhlng-class policy" 1mp0551ble.50 Ryerson asserted that
_fthe concept of "ethnlc class“ “would seem to obscure rather |
 -than clarlfy the real relatlonshlps exlstlng w1th1n soc1ety
" To equate national community with socio=-econonic structure'
‘;1s to blur the spec1flc qualltles of each. w31 He'further
contended that if the French- Canadlan ethnlc mlnorlty was
tregarded.as functioning as a social class wathln Canada,
then “class‘analysis in the Marxist sense, and the‘
'relationship between ciass consciousness.and national

sentiment alike'are meaningless."52 -

In his response to Dofnﬁ and Rioux,'it can be argued
that he over51mpllf1ed to some extent the appllcatlon of"
_ thelr concept dof "ethnic class . The two soc1ologlsts
made it clear that they v1ewed Quebec as belng a full-
fledged class soc1ety, but they proposed that the natlonal
or ethnic consciousness of the Quebec collectivity had
played a more predomlnant role in shaplng 1ts soc1al develop—
ment than its class consciousness. .They suggested that it ;.s
for this reason that the political Left and the union
movement in Queaec took longer to develop than elsewhere in
Canada.-53 This emphasis on the cultural factor rather than
class is, of course, fundamentally.opposite-to Ryerson's

interpretation of Canadian history.

Without negating the vital role played by the "national™

factor in Canada's confederation crisis, Ryerson, following

’
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the party line, soughﬁ to streés‘that the class factor was -

of. primary importancé.sg ‘He made. this point clear in

-

“describing his app:oaéh.to Qritiné histoYxy:

Yet important as’'is the fact of _
national identity and difference, -
‘it is not the prime mover. It
cannot provide the explanation for
the dynamic of social change either
within the'community, or on the
scale of relations among peoplés.
Attempts ‘at explanation solely in !
terms of nation or rdce end up in

"a reactionary mysticism whose
failing (if tacit) premise is the :
alleged innate superiority of the
exponent's own race or nation. 55

‘Tc prove his point, he took pains to demonstrate that class

He refuted the thesis of decapitation at the Conquest,

arguing that only a minority of the ruling class ieft New

France after 1760.°°

Furthermore, -he maintained that Lower

Canada had ité'own-“industriallbourgeoisie": "The rising

'middle class' in Lower Canada.waSjnot‘ﬁnlz made up of

s

notaries, doctors, shopkeepers: it included a few manu~

57

Towards thg eﬁd of the 1960s the CPC hardened its

=
stand against the separatist option and thus found itself

at odds with the left-wing Quebec nationalists. A draft

resolution, prepared for the 1969 national convention of

the party which proposed a new Canadian constitutuion,

specified that Communists would support Quebec separatists

in their struggle for "national and democratic rights"

r

but

was an important historical fact of French-Canadian society.

\
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would oppose the separatlst solution "as one Wthh contradlcts
the real national 1nterests of Quebec and partlcularly of

the French—Canadlan worklng people; 58 -In 1ts proposal

for a new Canadlan constltutlon, the resolntion advocated
exten51ve powers of soverelgnty for Quebec but insisted that

~any new structural arrangement should constltute a "Confederal

pact".59 . o

‘It was at this point that Ryerson began to show visible
signs of breaking with his party. He responded to the
draft resolution by calling for a more conciliatory approach

to the'indépendantistes in Quebec. Furthermore, he speculated

\that:Quebec separation. was perhaps unavoidable. "It looks
"less and less as though the existing'framework would allow

of-the.working out of a new, voluntary Confederal pact of

w60 -

the two nations on a footing of real equality. He drew

' a comparison between potential developments in Quebec and

what Marx had once envisioned for Ireland: "separation,

although after separation thefe may come federatiOn.“61 He

posited that it was possible that

the only basis on which la Nation
Québecoise will be able to secure

and freely exercise the right of
national self-determination will be

as an independent, sovereign'state.

In any event, the Communists of English-
speaking Canada cannot but strengthen
their stand in support of Quebec's

right to independence.

In response to the opp051tlon of the Convention .resolution

to the separatist option on the grounds that it went against
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. the .interests of the working ‘class, Ryerson retorted:
The "unpopularity" of such .a stand
in English Canada is no justification x
for advancing the sophistry that we :

: " oppose Quebec sovereignty, and that
- S . : we align ourselves with the Anglo-
: ' Canadian bourgeoisie and its French-
+ Canadian bourgeois and cultural
, ‘collaborators against the anti-
P - ' * imperialist ‘demand for eguality and
P _ IR independence of Quebec! 63

The party, he asserted, could not lose by promoting

. closer gooperation with the left-wing nationalists in

Qﬁébéc.

Ryerson's critique of the party line on Quebec did
_ o , _
-not reflect a sudden change of mind during the pre-convention

discussion 4n 1969. . An article published in the summer of

1967;64 in which he,édd:essed the nationalist Left in Quebec,

. 2

indicates that his strong sympathies gor the,separafist
cau§e~had been developing at least since‘thép. He suggested
in this earlier piéce that while he would like to believe _
that socialism would eventually take hold in both English
.and French Canada, the ehances were greater for such a

victory . .taking place in the latter. "Nous n'excluons pés

e e T
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d'avance la possibilité que le Québec, loin d'8tre la
Vendé&e, ne soit, 3 un moment donné&, le Cuba des‘Ca'nadas.“65
It is most likely this guarded optimism that ultimately
ied Ryerson to lean more towérds the indepeﬂdencé movement

in Quebec and away from the more cautious position of his

party.

Ryerson's position on Quebec was openly attacked during
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‘the_prefc0nventidn debate-bﬁ leng-time'CPC member Sam
Walsh who defended the party line expressed in the‘draft

67 ‘Ryerson had also criticized the invasion -

resolution.
and occupation'of Czechoslevakia by the "Warsaw paet éowers“
in 1968 and warned of a "re-Stalinization" of the world
Communlst movement.68 The occupatlon was an attempt to-

qu%eh ﬁhat he saw'to be healthy signs of political partici-
pation "from below“. He was-chasfized‘by Walsﬁ for this‘
anei—Moscow stance aslwel_l.69 ‘Given his differences on
‘Quebec.and the direction being taken by the Communist

movemeﬁt on a number of iesues, Ryerson felt obliged to

give up his membershlp in the CPC follow1ng the events of

- the 1969 convention. The party llne, which over the years had
prov1ded what Ryerson had believed to be the rlght inter-
-pretatlons and approprlate solutlons to Canada's development ’

no longer met with his own understanding of what was best

for the country.

During the greater part of the 1960s, Ryerson followed
the party line on the question of Quebec's status within
Caneda and rejected Trudeau's peeition of "national
nihilism" and Dofny's and Rioux' theory of ethnic class.

Both Ryerson and the CPC were caught between these two
opposing views: both sought a compromise, but Marxist,
position.‘ While the CPC declared its eommitment for equality

between the two peoples, it persisted in advocating a federal

structure for the Canadian state. By the close of the

1
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decade, Ryerson s despalr of the llkellhood of Engllsh Canada‘

either acceptlng French Canada as an equal natlon or w1nn1ng

‘the struggle agairnst capltallst oppre551on 1ed him to turn

towards the hope promised by'left—wing nationalism in Quebec.

He had reached the ‘stage where he.had to make a choice between’

left-wing nationalism and the “federalist state.

- The CPC.repudiated the Quebec‘separstist option:for it
seemed to undermine what the party-declared:to be its
primary concern ~—the class.strnggle.- In his dispute with
his'party, Ryerson did not see himself disavowing.MarxiSm.'

The worklng-class movement in Canada. would not make

significant gains untll the two nations were on egual

.footlng. Before this could happen, French Canadlans would

have to become masters in thelr own house. Furthermore,
in the process of gaining poner over their own soc1ety,
French Canadians would unseat the Engllsh speaklng
capltallsts from thelx place of dominance and therebyh
achieVe a vitai victory in the long—term‘Struggle for »
socialism across the country. Thus in defending the cause
of the left-wing nationalists in Quebec, Ryerson-helieved

that he was promotinéithe longer~term goal of socialism in

Canada.
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Along w1th other Communlsts, Stanley Ryerson brought

fan added perspectlve to the French -Canadian natlonal questlon.u

~His party S. strong tles to the 1nternatlonal Communlst

movement rendered hlm attuned to polltlcal developments
in the rest of the world and led hlm to percelve Quebec "

socrety ln terms of conflicting ldeologlcal and class forces.‘

As’ the prrncapal Communlst Party 1ntellectual actlve ln

Quebec durlng ‘the 1930s and early 19405, hlS analy51s of

the prov1nce was of partlcular 1mportance in shaplng the
~ development of party pollcy w1th respect to. the status of

- Quebec w1th1n Canada.

Centeredfin Montreal'duringfthe-height of'the DepressiOn,;

'Ryerson percelved a text -book case of class oppre551on and

the w1den1ng gap between rich and poor. Because of hlS
party s awareness of fascism elsewhere in the world as well
as its Marx1st approach, he 1dent1f1ed Quebec as belng‘ |
espec1ally vulnerable to reactlonary 1deology ht the same
time, the prevalllng ;nfluence of the Soviet Union ouerl
the:Canadian Communists dictated that the latter'adopt'a‘
hard line against nationalism in_keeping with Stalin's
response to'nationalist novements within’the Soviet Union's
borders. What was diagnosed as "right-wing" nationalism
was_slngled out by the CPC as one of its main enemies in

Quebec.
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Whlle Marxlsm-was well sulted to an analy51s of the

(RN
v

‘ CrlSlS of capmtallsm in the 19305, it restrlcted Ryerson 5“

somewhat. from portraylng the full complexmtles of Quebec‘-
soc1ety;"'By focu551ng soley on the capltallsts and the S
workers, he overlooked the extent ‘to which another group

< .
--the petty—bourge0151e—-.was also threatened by monopoly“

capitalism.l Although this class dld not questlon the

,capltallst system, ltS fundamental opposition to the trusts'

in Quebec ‘should have made 1t appear as a valuable ally

g
{

In response to this criticism, Ryerson maintains that,

the CPC did attempt to form a common front with representatives

.of the petty-bourgeoisie nation’alists.2 He points to an

open letter addressed tO'Paul_Gouin, leader of the Action

Lib&rale Nationale, published in Clart& on June 27, 1936

and signed by EvaristaDubé and himself, in which, on behalf

of the CPC, they inviteo the ALN to join in an assault‘against'
the trusts. The letter lauds the ALN for. its initial break
with the Taschereau Liberals, but chastizes the dissenters

for later joining in an alliance with Maurice Dup1e551s.

This letter would appear to be the only direct publlc
overture to such a- petty-bourgeoms group, but Ryerson also

. clalms that during 1936 and 1937 he had several meetings to

dlscuss Marxism and the concept of nation with natlonallst

representatlves, 1nclud1ng André Laurendeau of Actlon Natlonale,

Dostaler O'Leary of Jeunesses Patriotes and AbbE Groulx who
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-he says 1nf1uenced h1m 1n hlS approach to French Canada and
the nat10nal questlon.3' He does not however write. about
lthese meetlngs Nor does he deplct these 1nd1v1duals in a
favourable light.through~hls journallsm-or=1ndlcate that he‘
bercelves the natlonallst movement to have any p031t1ve
epqtential‘or_political validity. While the open letter to
Paul Gouiﬁ'maystaqd i%-dispute of the‘general_statement
regarding the_Communists' failure to v{ew,the‘petty—bourgeo;sie
as political allies ih'the campaign to defeat'monopoly

capltallsm, it 1s not representatlve of the portrayal of this

class 1n Communlst llterature during the 19305.

N dThere-were, of course, serious impediments to the CPG
developing,any sympathy towards the petty-bourgeocisie in ..
Quebec. Thei; spokesman, like the editors of l'Action
'cathoiigue and La'Nationf-were socially conservativel anti-
semitic, totaily‘opposed to internati;;ai trade unionism‘and
ferociousiy anti-Soviet. In an attempt to undermine the-
‘worklng-class movement in Quebec, La Natlon conducted a
full-fiedged campalgn against the Communist movement and its
official newspaper, Clarté, during the late 19305.4 In
tesponse to the attaCk, Ryerson, onvone occasion accused
"La Nation of being an]agent of fascism by virtue of its
promotion of corporatism, a system which the Codmunists
identified as'beihg synonomous with Mussolini's fascist

regime in Italy at the time. 3 The overt animosity between

these groups thus precluded any SLgnlflcant sympathetlc
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_analy31s of the economlc predl ament of the pettyn»f

Y son or the CPC.

'bourge0151e on ‘the part of R'

The CPC s t1e to the Sov1et Unlon was most blatant

"durlng the-Second World War and the "cold war“ perlod. It

'was perhaps durlng the early years before the German attack
‘On'the oviet Unlon, that the connection most hlndered the
-party in 1ts act1v1t1es. Between the 51gn1ng of the German-—
'Sov1et non-aggression treaty 1n 1939 and the Nazi 1nva510n
of the Sov;et Union in June 1941 the CPC--llke other world
Communlst partles, was forced into the antl—war camp. Banned
as illegal, the movement was obllged to go undergound and it
was consequently v1rtua11y 1mp0551ble for the party to
'functlon 1n any practical way or to provide any soc1al or’
eoonomié analy51s of Canadlan socxety. Furthermore, support
for the Sov1et Unlon s position regardlng the war took
ungquestionable precedence over any . other polltlcal concern.“
Accordingly, in Quebec +he Communists seized upon the anti-
imperialist tradition of Freuﬂ1Canadians and attenpted to
enlist their support.in resistiné'the war effort in Canada.
After the Nazi violation of the German—Soviet pact, however,
the movement fell quiqkly in line behind the allied forces
againet Hitler. Henceforth the CPC proclaimed the Soviet
Union as leader of the allied camp and, of course, ceaseo

its cultivation of anti-imperialist sentiment in Quebec.

The Communists’ support of the war effort did have one

important consequence for their position on Quebec: the
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CPC‘s endeavenr to rallf Ffench‘CanadianS' ful;r;;;ticipafion'
led the party to become the flrst in Engllsh Canada to
espouse recognltlon of French Canada as a natlon and to call
for full natlonal equallty. Inltlally durlng the war period,
the CPCVdeflned natlonalrequal;ty_ln terms.ofl inguistic

and economie righﬁs: tdwards the'end‘of.the war it included

a demand for political eguality as well.

At the same time, although Ryerson and his party made
significant gestures towards accommodating certain' "national®
concerns of the French Canadians, the CPC remained hostile

to the leadlng nationalist groups of the perlod In his

'response to the Bloc populaire, Ryerson was unable to look

beyond that party's condemnatlon of the war effort. This’

myopia meant that he failed to respond to‘é%gbreformist

policies of the Bloc and specifically'its animgsity to the

trusts and economic monopoly. The all-consuming concern, on

the part of the CPC, for the Soviet Union and winning the

) warqprevented Ryerson from taking a closer look at the

nationalist shovement.

With the end of the war and coming of the new anti-
imperialist.stage.ef éPC pelicy, French Canada onee‘again
was assigned a special role. The CPC sought to channel
anti- 1mper1allst sentiment in Quebec agalnst American
"lmperlallst" power. In their continuing attempt to enlist
French-Canadian support the Communists advocated full
recognition of Quebec's "national" status and supportéﬁ

this "nation's" right to self-determination.
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Durlng the 19605, the decade of the Qulet Revolutlon,
the character of natlonallst sentlment in Quebec changed

profoundly.' The v01ces of French—Canadlan natlonallsm no

longer 1amented the decllne of clerlcal and rural Quebec

' society. The dr1v1ng 1mpulse behlnd the natlonallst N

movement of the perlod‘was the ambltion_to achleve, for-the
mass of French Canadiane, the social and;economic benefits‘
enjoyed by Englishespeaking‘North Americans. The extreme
factions of the nationalist movement insisted that only ‘ 7
through 1ndependence would French Canadlans be able to

secure these‘materral benefits. Durlng thlS tlmetfafter.

the 1956-1957 crisis within the world Communist movement,

the influece of_the.quiet Union was not as strongly felt

as prev10usly by the CPC and Ryerson ultlmately strayed
beyond the limits to whlch hlS party leadership was w1111ng
to go 1n_order to make conce551ons to the Quebec natlonal;sts

of the Left. In contrast to the Depression and war years

when he had been overtly. hostile to the reactionary

character of nationalism, in the 1960s, he increasingly

regarded left-wing nationalism as a potential force for
achieving positive social and political change.  Addressing

French-Canadian leftists in 1967, he declared: "Ciest

la montée du mouvement national gui en est l'accélérateur:

h’isto'rique.'"6 By the close of the decade, he conceded that
the independencé of French Canada wal not only a possibility
but also a potential impetue to furthering'the'cause of

socialism in Canada. The irreconcilable differences between
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"Ryersqn and the rest of the party leade:éhip_bn this issue

was'ene_factor in his'abandoning the'CPCdin'i969.
Slnce his departure from the CPC, Ryerson has reafflrmed

his sympathy towards the natlonallst Left and its goal of

polltlcal_soverelgnty. He as restated hls view of Canadlan'

‘history as one of national ipequality with Quebec as a

"subject nation". He depicts a patte:h of conguest and

~subjugation offFfench Canada established in 1760 and'carried

on throughout the first hundred years of Canada's dual -
history only to be reinforced by the structure of Confederation
in 1867.7 The fruits of this latter event in history were

that "La nation~québé&coise,..se trouve dans un état de

‘dépendance quasi-colohiale vis~3-vis de l1l'état Canadien et

des intéré&ts financiers anglo~canadiens et américains qui

. - . ars s 8 .
dominent l'&conomie québécoise."  The under~-representation

of‘FrencH Canadians in the top'echelons of business in the

province and thé disproportionately small amount of-large—

scale investment controlled by French-Canadian financiers

was evidence, according to Ryerson, of the persistence of

the economic inequality of the Quebec "nation"

Ryersonfs primary concern, throughout the latter part
of his career as a pqliticai analyst, has been the problem
of politieal inequality between French and English Canada.
Rejectihg the hotion of eultdral duality and the constitutional
interpretation that Quebec was simply a province like the

others in Canada, he maintained:
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A push to strengthen-provincial rights
of ten  ¢onstituent elements of one ..
kind, when the real crisis rinvolved g
two constltuent elements of a radically
different kind, is either self~deception
or plain_hypocrlsy. The unequal bi-
national union of two distihct peoples :
...is precisely that central fact of life
and history. that the 'dominionwprovincial!
set-up of 1867 was designed to obscure..
Yet all governments, provincial and federal,
» . have been and remain commltted to this
boobyvtrap

The federal structure of the Canadlan state, with its
1mp11c1t stY¥ong central government, held no provision for:
the selfvdetermlnatlon-of Quebec thus ensurlng that its

national oppression continued.

If the constitutional proposals advanceé during the
1960s seemed inadequate to accommodate the rights and needs
;of Quebeckers, Ryersonlélso deemed tra@itional Marxism fo ..
+ be Wantiﬁg in this respect:

Le marxisme traditionnel. sous-estime
depuis. longtemps la portée de la.
question nationale. L'enchevé&trement
historique des oppressions. de classe
- sociale et de nation-communauté nous
incite au dépassement de_ cette
inhibition paralysante, ‘
s

‘While on the one hand Ryerson reaffifmed his opposition to
the concept of-ethnicrclass, arguiﬁg that it obscured the
primary role of class, on the other hand he wafned that a
flaw in orthodox‘Maéxist'theory was its denial that an
_ethnic conmunity had subétance and identipy of its own. He

argued that "the 'nation~community' embodies an identity,

linguistic and cultural, that is not simply an 'effect' of

-



‘class, however closely its evolution may be interwoven

‘with the shifting patterns of‘class.relationships and

$trug§les;“13 He further contended that national differences’

_existed both before and after the advent of capitalist

1

' production and suggested that these differences would

persist ‘beyond the so¢ialist era.

In addition to recognizing the legitimacy of existing

."nation-communities", Ryerson maintained that nationalism

could provide an important thrust im the struggle against
ruling economic elites of the period: "le n&o-nationalisme
%fabcompagne d'un &€lé&ment important de critique sociale,

allant parfois jusqu'3 la remise en questidn du systéme

.capitaliste luiwmémg.“ls- Ryerson bestows the title "would-

" be Marxist” updn those who choose the class struggle over

the natidﬁalistioption.l6 In response tq'the critique of

the antivnationalist Left he declared:

—~

c'est en reconnaissant 3 quel
point l'oppression nationale
. est organiquement li€e avec la
~domination du grand capital qu'on
se rendra compte de l'&norme potentigl
libérateur du mouvement national...

_Rye:son claimed that Quebec was the weak link ih the
chain of American domination of the Canadian economyl8 and
that a victory of the naticnalist é;usé would undermine
lcorporate power and thereby further the workers' campaign

against American imperialism.lg By striking a blow -at

American monopoly.power the nationalists would at the same
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“time be weakenlng the hold of the Canadlan bourg90151e

since the rullng polltlcal ellte was 51mp1y a satellite of

Amerlcqn corporate 1nterests:-

La symblose de Canada satellite
avec l'empire des multinationales
s'effectue et se maintient par
l'instrumentalit& d'Etat canadien.
Dans la mesure ot les mouvements
populaires ré&ussiront 3 remettre en
.cause la valeur politique ou la
légitimit& de cet appareil et de
ses structures de pouvoir, ils
porteront un coup au systéme de
pProprié&té cap;tallste dont il est
~ l'expression. C'est dans ce sens
que la revendication nationale
constitue, du moins en puissance,
un moyen d'affaiblir le systéme
impérial des grandes corporations.20

The defense of Québec's national status was therefore more
than a question of democratic riéhts; promoting national
equallty was the most effectlve means by which to challenge
the rule of the corporate ellte and undermine the Canadlan
bourgeois stato itself. Thus Ryerson viewed the—notlonallst
movément as :the most promising vehicle for the advancement

of socialism in Canada.

Ryerson does not accept that in cﬁampioning the
nationalist cause he has forsaken ;he ciass struggle, but
he fails to respond directly to the accuoation that the
present nmationalist movement io Quebec does not seriously
call into question the economic status quo.l ﬁor does he\‘
examine the leadership or base of support of the naéionaiists_‘

to refute the contention that it is a bourgeois movement,

although he has recently pointed to the'"interweaving of
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- could bear for the unity of the Canadian working class

resurgent QuEb&cois nationalism with broad. currents of

social radicalism and iabouf.militancef?g; Wﬁile it.is
pos'sible that he has been u;ia;e to refute the allegatn.ons

that the nationalist movement@Ps largely bourgeols ln

W-‘character, it is clear that for him there is no viable

alternative to defeating the-ruling economic power in both

Quebec and English Canada. -In his mind, the recognition

of French Canada's national status and the realizatdon of

political equality between French and English Canada are

necessary first. steps towards overturnlng the status quo in

Canada. Convinced that a .victory of the natlonallst

. movement in Quebec uould'work in the longterm interests of

the working class, he is perhaps willing to turn a blind

eye to the.short,tennpreblem-of its bourgeois leadership.

f

Ryerson®s commitment to Quebec nationalism rests

partially on the assumption that the anti-American

sentiment shared by both English and French Canadians would

overcome any feelings of hostility between these two national
groups. He does‘not appear to consider the éotential
bitterness and national chauvinism that could develop.

between them in the event of Quebec achieving fuil independence.

He thus overlooks one implication that Quebec nationalism

inspite of the fact that working-class solidarity has been
a concern which has persisted throughout his writing on -

the Quebec national question.

By following Ryerson's work for more than four decades,ri
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'1t has been p0551ble to’ chart how one polltical party '

~hformu1ated 1ts p051t10n on the Quebec nataonal questlon and

‘the contrlbutlon made by Ryerson B 1nterpretatlon of
Canadlan hlstory 1n determlnlng that llne. Wlthout dlsputlng
'the role played by polltlcal tactlcs in the shaplng of

CePC pollcy, thlS hlstorlcal approach facllltates a

comprehension of how the Communist response“to nationalism.

2

in Canada evolved‘and developed over the years. It is

clear that the party‘siowly.hut‘eteadily advanced tewards
aCcepting the validity of the‘nationaliets{ demande‘to
recognize Quebec's status as a nation and its people s right
to self- determlnatlon.' This evo;utlon of the party" S position
was determlned by political events pf'nhe fimes, by the .
political transfo;mation of the-nationalist movement itself,
and,‘most significanply, bp phe‘CPCFe'own"growing under-

4

Standing of Quebec.

The'conclusion'regarding the increasing support from
the C?C-for French Canada'e right to national self-determina-
ltion‘haé evoked strong cautioning remarks from at least one
former ﬁember of the party. Gui Caron,who joined the
Communlst movement in Montreal in 1939 and who was the Quebec
provincial secretary following the Second World War until he
left the party in 1956, feels that this appraisal of the
Communist position regarding French Canada is somewhat

misleading. He contends that thé official CPC support for

French Canada's right to self-determination and the party's
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appakent incréaSing-sympethy‘for the demande of Ftehchr'\

'\Canadlan natlonallsts dld not go beyond the level of

'*ftheor1z1ng and party pollcy He 1s most crltlcal of the

Communlst leadershlp s actual lack of flrm commltment to

ensurlng that French Canedlans galned.full_natlonal'rlghts.

'In terms of its tfeatment of the'French—Canadian”membershipr
the leadership dld not put into practlce ltS policy regardlng
'natlonal equallty between the two language groups,

-manlfestatlons of 1ndependence on the part of the French-

Canadlan sectlon were strongl.y.suppressed.22 ‘ e

The response of Caron raises some interesting questions

regarding the use of written source materi and the role
: T : , /

of oral history. He does not dispute my analysis of. the

evolution of Communist Party\policY with respect to Ffench

Canada;'his‘ultimatetpoint is that the official party documents

- and pamphiets, including Rférsoﬁ*s material, do not tell the

whole story. Anyone attempting to recreate the past through

the study of written documents must recognize the limitations

under which he or she is working. This is, of course,

especially true in the case of a study of an organization'
like the CPC where much of its proceedings and policy

debate took place behind closed doors and where records of
such meetings are not now available or non-existent., Oral
history, then, can provide material that allows one to go
beyond the level of understanding provided by written sources.

In this paper, interviews were useful for acquiring factual
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information to £ill ‘out the background for the stud§\ané

_also for interpretative responses. As long as one keeps‘

in mind that there are also limitations posed by indiViduals

recreating the- past for interpretation in the present in

-

an interview situation, oral source material can play an

~ impoxtant role in the writing of history.

For RyerSOn, Maxrxism had a special function to perform

Tl

in furthering Canadlans understanding of the national

LW

question:

% There remains the question of

* nationalism and nationality in
its theoretical aspect. It is
here that Marxism =-historical
materialism, the working-class
science of political ‘development--
is able to make a special
contribution to our understanding

6f a major Canadian problem, and

thereby, to influence profoundly -
the practical struggle for its
soluation,

At a time when the Quebec nationalist movement was itself

4

'primarlly concerned With cultural and linguistic rights for

French Canadians, he identified political and economic

.equality as being crucial”to the problem of English~French’

relations in Canada. Because it was Marxist, the CPC was

the first party to apply a class analysis to Quebec. The

”Communists were also among the flISt to perceive that

national unity was dependent upon Erench Canadians achieving
economic parity with Englishwspeaking Canadians. Furthermore,

they were at the forefront in accepting"Ffénch Canada as a

v



e YT e g e e e =

-

. . . N eooeoL N S ' :' .
T S e e el T 14T,

Ryerson clalms to have had personal 1nfluence over

S .~ "‘

.several key members of the Left in Engllsh Canada.

Durlng ‘the 19605, he worked w1th'members of the Soc1allst*

Studles Centre 1nclud1ng Cy- Gonlck and long—tlme members'h

o

‘Dof the Communlst Party such ds Frank Cunnlngham and ‘f -
APhyllls Clarke.‘ He also attended meetlngs of the Waffle,

the leftvw1ng group formed w1th1n the NDP in the late :

|

© 1960s) and claims to have 1nflueﬂced Mel Watklns in his

:approach to French Canada and the natlonal quest:l.oru24

 Within Qqebec, Ryerson's writing’1n'French-language
newepapers and the French editions‘of his pioneer historical

works proVided'rudimentary'leSSOns in_Marxiet‘teachings

as well as'dooumentation of the "nationalW inequality

‘1n Canada. “Without exaggeratlng the lmpact made by the

CPC ln Quebec, one can safely suggest that Communlst polemlcs,

“including Ryerson S polltlcal and hlstorlcal work

disseminated 1nto the llfe and mind of Quebec and 1nfluenced
such leftvw1ng natlonallst groups as Partl Pris, He flrst

came into contact with Partl Pris in 1958 and 1959 whlle

'worklng to set up the Marxist’ Study Centre in- Toronto.

It was Partl“Prls which took‘tif 1n1t1at1ve to publlsh ‘

a French edition of Ryerson's Urnegual Union under the.
. L -

title Le Capitalisme et la Confédération-in 1972.25' To

the extent that the Communlsts',economlc and political
analysis of Qugbec soc1ety helped lay the groundwork for

the nationalistk of the Quiét Revolution, it illustrates

3
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the small, put not 1nsrgn1flcant contribntionlﬁade by a
N . .
marglnal polltlcal element to the movement‘s theoretlcal

basefu
If Ryerson contributed‘to'the'inquion’Qf Marxism
into the nationalist-movement, the nationaliét movement

.

equally shaped the pOlltlcal development of thls Marxlst

:Tlntellectual. HlS career prov1des .a case study of how

‘one leading~member of~the CPC responded to the growth and'

transformatlon of natlonallsm ‘in, Quebec._ In the 19309{

_the young Ryerson began wrth the tradltlonal Marxlst view

of natlonallsm, a view whlch was further compllcated by

J-the rlghtvw1ng character of the movement at the time. In

. the 1940s hlS contlnulng strong loyalty to the Sov1et Unlon

prevented hlm from dlscernlng some of the reformist elements
of the_nationalist,platforma' During the war“years and the -

latter 1950s, the'issne'of nationalism became more complex

~than” had been the case in 'the prev1ous decade. On the one .

_ hand the’ 1nternatlonal Communlst movement champloned the

cause of the Sstruggle against Hltler.as one of national

liberation from Nazi oppressibn. On the other hand, in

Quebec, Canadian Communists were faced with the nationalists

_Eehemently opposing the war effort, . If Ryerson continued

to see French Canadian nationalists as predominantly

- .

" reactionary, he nevertheless also began to view nationalism

as a potentialiy positive force, With the "cold war" in

the early 1950s, the CPC attempted to rally the great mass
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of Canadlans to oppose Aperlcan pollcy under the natlonallst _

.slogan of “put Canada first™. This obv1ous appeal to 1A

V‘Canadlan natlonallst sentlment attests to the party s

softening toward natlonallsm and thelr effort to harneSS':

it for pQSlthE‘pOllt;Cal ends.; During'the late 1960s,

Ryerson's increasing support of the nationaliSt_cauSe it .

Quebec was faciljitated by his diminishing faith in the .

Soviet Union's ability to lead the world to.a new socialist

'era and by the overwhelmlng momentum of the Qulet Revolutlon.

He was gulded by what he belleved to. be hlstorlcal forces

pushlng forward the nationalist movementra‘movement swelling

from.a burgeoning mass base within Quebec.

-

DlSlllusummﬁ with the likelihood of his own party belng

'the vanguard of p051t1ve polltlcal change in Canada, Ryerson.

looked to the natlonallst movement as belng the_most

‘promising.vehicle for upsetting the political status guo and

undoing the StrangIehold of corporate capital in Canada. He
went beyond the mainstream of~his party in'the importance he

placed on the relatlonshlp between - class oppre551{p_§nd

national oppression. Thus Ryerson was endeavouring to’

advance Marxism inICanada to cope with the new conditions
brought. about by the social and .political upheaval in Quebec

since the 1960s.
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