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INTRODUCTION

THE IMPACT OF A CENTURY OF IRISH CATHOLIC IMMIGRATION

IN NOVA SCOTIA, 1750 - 1850, is really the story of an Irish

Catholic community, transplanted slowly from overseas to the
city of Halifax, of its internal and external growth, and of
its impact on both city and province. A subtitle might
indicate that this impact is for the most part that of the
Halifax Irish only, for the author has not attempted to
evaluate the influence of other smaller settlements of Irish
in the Province. However, since after 1749, Halifax fast
became the center of the political, social and business life
of the Province, and hence any growth in Halifax would be
reflected throughout the Province, a change in the title
would not change to any great extent the conclusions reached,
Hence, the broader title remains.

The purpose of this thesis is twofold: to ascertain
how this "mustard seed"™ was planted and augmented in a
province hostile to it, and secondly, to set forth the
influence which this group exerted in every sphere of
community and provincial life. In the working out of these
specific purposes, the general aim of the dissertation
should be evident - the part played by the Irish in the
redemption of Nova Scotia's birthright to Catholicism, which

after 1755, seemed doomed to destruction,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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Chapter One introduces the reader to the status of
Catholicism in the province to which the Irish came. An
attempt is made in Chapters Two and Three to study Irish
Catholic immigration during the hundred year span from

1750 to 1850, Chapters Four to Six endeavour to carry out
the second purpose of the thesis - to portray the influence
which the Irish Catholics exerted on the economic, social,
political, religious and educational life of the province
during this century, The Conclusion weaves the separate
threads of the tapestry into a whole to evaluate the
all-over debt of Nova Scotia to the Irish Catholics of a
past century,

It is the hope of the author that the ensuing

research attains the goals thus set forth,
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CHAPTER 1
A BIRTHRIGHT ENDANGERED

Catholicism was Nova Scotia's birthright from the
French, Until after his accession to the throme of France,
Henry IV had been a Huguenot, On July 25, 1593, whether
through expediency or conviction, he adopted the religion of

1 In his Commission to DeMonts

the majority of his subjects,
for the colonization of the lands of La Cadie, Henry directed
him,

to cause the people wch doe inhabite the country,

men at this present time barbarous, Atheistes, with=-

cut faith or religion to bee converted to Christian=

ity and to the beliefs and prfession of our faith

and religion /{ . /.
Nor was the conversion of the s avages to Catholicism to be
secondary to trading. Missionary work was given precedence
over the other purposes listed, as was evidenced by the
introductory phrase '"moved above all things".3

DeMonts, himself a Huguenot, was given the free

exercise of his own religion as a compensation for dis-

seminating among the savages of Acadia, the Roman Catholic

1 Jjournal de L'Estoile, Henry IV, 1589-1600, I,
Gallimard, 1948, p. 298,

2 Patent of the ffrench Kinge to Monsieur DeMontes
for the inhabitinge of the Countries of LaCadie, Canada, and
other places in New ftfrance, November 8, 1603, S.P.Col,,
Volume 1, No, 10,

3 Loc., tit,
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A BIRTHRIGHT ENDANGERED 2

religion.4 Accompanying him, to ensure the fulfilment of
his purpose, was the ardent Catholic Champlain, and the no
less devout Poutrincourt, Priests accompanied this and
subsequent expeditions to Acadia.5 Thus in the dawn of the
seventeenth century, the seeds of Catholicism were sown in
this weak and tiny colony,

Throughout the whole of the seventeenth century,
Acadia remained the pawn in the international rivalries of
France and England, falling into English hands five times
in the interval between 1604 and 1710, During this century
of shifting allegiance, in those periods when the English
formally held the colony, only one attempt was made at
protestantizing Acadia.® This was Sir William Alexander's
project, which ended in failure, when on July 4, 1631, an
Act for the forsaking of Port Royal was signed by Charles IZ
Following closely on the Act came a letter from the same

King bidding Sir William Alexander,

4 F, X, Charlevoix, Histoire de Nouvelle France,
Tome I, Paris, Rolin, M, DCC. XLIV, p. 111-112,

5 R, Brown, A History of the Island of Cape Breton,
London, Sampson Low & Son, 1869, p, S4.

6 Ian F, Mackinnon, Settlements and Churches in
Nova Scotia, 1749-1776, Montreal, Walker Press, (no date),

De 3o

7 S. P, Col,, Volume 6, No, 17, July 4, 1631.
(In Latin).
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A BIRTHRIGHT ENDANGERED 3

to demolish the Fort[: . L7hnd to remove all the
people, goods, ordinance, ammunition, cattle and
other things, belonging unto that colony, leaving 8
the bounds thereof altogether waste and unpeopled.
Thus came to an end the first and the only attempt in the
seventeenth century to disturb the Catholic heritage.

In the following year, 1632, a series of new
elements was introduced into Catholic Acadia, strengthen-
ing both its French and its Catholic nature, and sowing
the seeds of a native Acadian race., On May 19, 1632, the
Company of New France appointed as commander to Acadia,
Isaac de Razilly, as "lieutenant general for the king in
New France".9 De Razilly, a high dignitary in the Knights
of Malta, gave a strong impetus to Catholic colonization
by settling forty families of cultivators in Acadia.10 His
companion and successor, the Sieur D'Aulnay Charnisay,
brought out from France an additional twenty families,11

who joined with the older colonists of Razilly, and settled

around Port Royal. Razilly had made his settlement at

8 Charles I to William Alexander, Greenwich, July
10, 1631, quoted in Beamish Murdock, A History of Nova
Scotia, I, Appendix to Chapter IX, Halitax, Barnes, 1363,

Pe 80,

9 Memorials of the English and French Commissaries,
I, Nova Scotia, London, MDCCLV, p. 707.

10 Beamish Murdock, op. cit., I, p. 86.

11 Rameau de Saint Pére, Une Colonie Feodale en
Amérique, I, Paris, Plon, 1889, p. 93.
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La Héve, but D'Aulnay, considering this a mistake, had moved
the settlement for the most part to the environs of Port
Royal after Razilly's death in 1636.12

Razilly and D'Aulnay were the real organizers of
Acadia, and it is essentially to them that the Acadian fam-
ily owes its origin.13 Missionary work, temporarily aban-
doned during the English occupation, was resumed in 1633,
The work of the Recollet Fathers of the Province of Aqui=-
taine, who had ministered to the needs of the colony since
1619, was abruptly brought to an end by Cardinal Richelieu,
who in his instructions to Razilly, directed that three
Capuchins would accompany this expedition. Later, by letter
of March 16, 1633, Richelieu confirmed the Capuchins as the
sole spiritual ministers in Acadia.l4 In this same year,
three Monks of the Order of Saint Francis (Capuchins), are-
rived in Acadia, establishing their mission field there,
Through their ministrations '*all the savages of Acadia in

the course of time, became Christian, at least in name".15

. 12 Rameau de Saint Pere, Une Colonie Feodale en
Amerique, I, Paris, Plon, 1889, p. 91-92,

13 Ibid., pe 117-118,

14 R, P, Hugolin, Les Recollets de la Province
de 1'Immaculate Conception en Aquitaine, Levis, 1912,
De 20-21,

15 James Hannay, The History of Acadia, St. John,
MacMillan, 1879, p. 138,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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A BIRTHRIGHT ENDANGERED 5

The forty families brought out by Razilly, twenty
more by his successor, D'Aulnay, sixty persons settled by
the Chevalier de Grandfontaine in 1671,16 as well as several
Scottish families, remnants of Sir William Alexander's
project who had remained in Acadia and intermarried with
the French,17 constituted the origins of the Acadian race,

This French and Catholic population grew now from
within., By 1711, the year after the English had finally
taken Port Royal, re-naming it Annapolis Royal, and before
the Treaty of Utrecht confirmed the transaction, outside the
English garrison at Annapolis and the fishing village of
Canso, Nova Scotia, was an entirely Catholic population,
consisting of Acadians, augmented by converted savages,
Colonel Vetch, Governor of Annapolis Royal, verified this
his suggestion to the Colonial Office that Nova Scotia
be immediately settled by Pr:otestan’cs.]8 The garrison, he
complains, is under constant blockade, and will be until
Canada is reduced and as long as there are 'no inhabitants

in the Country save Roman Catholics and savages yet more

16 Beamish Murdock, op. cit., p. 149,
17 Rameau, Op. cit., pe 80,

18 Vetch to Lords of Trade, Boston, November 26,
1711, B.T.N.S., Volume 32, pe 23.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DDOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

A BIRTHRIGHT ENDANGERED 6

bigotted than they".]9 By 1714, this population was to

number about five hundred French families in Nova Scotia, or
a total of about two thousand five hundred souls.?® Thus
by the time of the English conquest of Acadia, Catholicism
was firmly entrenched there, and not even force was to prove
capable of uprooting it,
Its survival, however, was not without struggle,
The seeds of conflict between the French and English, which
were to fructify in the expulsion of 1755, and the shackling
of a Province with anti=Catholic laws by the first legis-
lature in 1758, were sown in the Treaty of Utrecht. This
treaty was indeed the real Acadian tragedy., By it, Acadia
slipped into English hands., Article XII sealed its fate
forever, stating that,
e « o/ likewise all Nova Scotia or Acadia,

within its ancient boundaries, as also the City

of Port Royal, now called Annapolis Royal, /J . o/

S lin Yona"te Her coown forever 91 Of Crest

’ .

But it was the Fourteenth Article that contained the pose

sibilities of loss of faith, should Britain find it ex-

pedient to deprive her French subjects of such, While it

19 Vetch to Lords of Trade, Boston, November 26,
1711, B.T.N.S., Volume 32, p. 23,

20 Vetch to Lords of Trade, London, November 24,
1714, A 28, B.T.N.S., Volume 1,

21 Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, Article XII, Pamphlet 76,
Public Archives of Canada, p. 72.
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seemed to imply liberty of religion, it left the power to
withdraw with one hand what it had granted with the other,
It affirmed that
the subjects of the said King may have liberty to
remove themselves within a year to any other place,
as they shall think fit, together with all their
moveable Effects. But those who are willing to re-
ma2in there, and be subject to the Kingdom of Great
Britain are to enjoy the Free exercise of their Re-
ligion, according to the usuage of the Church of

Rome, as fSr as the Laws of Great Britain do allow
the same.2

The last clause, **as far as the Laws of Great Britain do
allow the same', left little to be hoped for for Catholicism,
That Article XIV was not meant to give unrestricted 1liberty
of religion and that the clause appended was not without
meaning is evident from the fact that it was invoked later
in 1740, by proclamation of the Council, as stated in a
letter of Mascarene's to the Duke of Newcastle., In it he
states that the French inhabitants are not entitled to the
exercise of their religion beyond what is allowed by Great
Britain, and that as a consequence no '"ecclesiastical Juris=
diction of the Church of Rome is to be allowed".23 The

laws of Great Britain, at this time, made no concessions to

Catholics,

22 Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, Article XIV, Pamphlet
76, P.A‘.C., p‘ 74.

23 Mascarene to Newcastle, November 15, 1740,
A & W,I., Volume 30, p. 158,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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The Penal Laws, bred in the religious hatred which
followed the Protestant Revolt, forbade Catholics to hold

25 and barred them

land,24 to build churches or schools,
from sitting in Parliament,26 Moreover, the Test Act, first
passed in the English Parliament in 1673, and well named the
"Black Charter of Protestantism",27 had to be ascribed to
before attaining any office of rank, civil or military. The
Act passed in 1673 was not actually applied to Lords of Par-
liament or members of the House of Commons until the second
Test Act of 1678 had completed the machinery of the first,
After receiving the Lord's Supper in the Anglican rite, the
Catholic, before accepting any office, had to declare,
I, A, B., do solemnly and sincerely, in the

presence of God, profess, testify, and declare,

that I do believe that in the sacrament of the

Lord's Supper, there is not any transubstantiation

of the elements of bread and wine into the body and

blood of Christ, at or after the consecration there-

of by any person whatsoever /. . ./; that the in-
vocation of the Virgin Mary, or any other saint, and

24 Act Against Popery, 11 and 12, will, III, Cap. 4,
1700, quoted in Sir Charles Robertson, Select Statutes,
Cases, and Documents to Illustrate English Constitutional
History, Methuen, London, 1913, p. 148,

25 Ibid., p. 149,

26 Test Act II, 30 Charles I1I, St, 2, Cap. 1, in
ibid,.,, p. 86.

27 Robertson, op, cit., p. 80,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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the sacrifice of the Mass as they are now used in g
the Church of Rome, are superstitious and idolatrous.
With this Act, and after December 1, 1678, Roman Catholics
ceased to sit in either House in England, until 1829,

These were the implications of the Treaty of
Utrecht. To the Acadians, however, all this was not im=-
mecdiately apparent, To them the Treaty was simply another
soon to be repudiated, as all previous ones had been, It
is easy to understand this passivity on the part of the
Acadians in the light of Nova Scotia's past., None of the
previous English raids had been followed by settlement,
hence the religion of the colony had remained unchanged.

The immediate aftermath of Utrecht seemed to justify
their apathy, For over thirty years England pursued no
definite policy for British settlement in Acadia, Her in-~
difference was typified by her militarily weak garrison at
Annapolis, filled with undisciplined soldiery who were

29 Besides the garrison at

scarcely more than civilians,
Annapolis, only a small fishing center at Canso gave ev~-
idence of English control.

The Acadian community, on the other hand, was

situated mostly at Minas, Beaubassin, and Annapolis Royal.

28 Test Act 11, 30 Charles II, St. 2, Cap., 1, 1678,
in Robertson, op, cit., p. 86.

29 J. B. Brebner, New England's Outpost: Acadia
Before the Conquest of Canada, New York, Columbia University,
I927’ po 86.
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Though given permission by the Treaty to leave their lands,
taking with them their effects, and selling their immovable
ones,30 the majority had not done so, Nor did the British
Government at this point encourage them to leave,31 The
latter had no desire to strengthen its enemy's ranks in
Canada or Louisbourg., The Acadians, on their part, had
little difficulty choosing between the rocky shores of
Louisbourg and the rich marshlands of the Bay of Fundy and
the Annapolis Valley. During this period of indifference
following the Treaty of Utrecht, the "inhabitants lived
relatively peaceful lives Z: . 47 and developed a curiously
unpolitical character., France really had nothing to offer
them; Britain could deprive them of 1ittle".32 Later the
situation would change when the two issues that could dis-
turb their strong national spirits were challenged - their
religion, and an unconditional oath of allegiance to the
British King, which would necessitate their bearing arms
against their fellow countrymen,

After thirty years of indifference, the seeds of

religious conflict inherent in the Treaty of Utrecht began

30 Letter of Queen Anne to Nicholson, June 23, 1713,
B.T.N.S., Volume 1, A 27,

31 Lawrence Gipson, The British Empire Before the
American Revolution, Volume 5, Zones of International
Friction, New York, Knopf, MCMXLII, p. 172,

32 Brebner, Op, cite., P« 86.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

A BIRTHRIGHT ENDANGERED 11

to blossom, By 1740, the population of Acadia had doubled,
if not trebled, since the cession of 1713.33  The number of
French priests had also doubled, and Mascarene affirmed that
the French would never be good British subjects as long as
they came under the influence of the French.priests.34 In
response to the Acadians' demand for more land because of
this population increase, Mascarene stated that he was per-
mitted to allot land only to Protestant subjects.35 As a
result, the Acadians squatted on land outside the settle-
ments and hence, also outside the effective control of the
British officials at Annapolis Royal, These areas became
later the storm centers in which conflict brewed.36

The impetus for a change in policy came from New
England,37 whence for a century bad come raids in the in-
terest of trade. To the New England Puritans, however,

fishing aand trading rights in Acadia were augmented by

the crusading spirit of the Puritan, out to cleanse the

33 Mascarene to Newcastle, November 15, 1740:
A. & W.I., Volume 30, p. 158,

34 Ibid.

35 Ibid.

36 Gipson, op. cit,., 5, p. 174,

37 Sir John Harvey, The Colonization of Canada,
Toronto, Clarke Irwin, 1936, p. 56. Further documentation

of this vital point will appear in the evolution of this
chapter,
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new world of a "Popery'" it so ardently detested, Beginning
in 1744, and emanating from Governor Shirley‘'s policy for
the selling of Nova Scotia, a definite program of protes-
tantization may be seen, the results of which are evident
in the settlements following the Founding of Halifax in
1749, the Expulsion of the Acadians in 1755, the settling
of the Acadian lands with New England Protestants and the
imposition of anti-Catholic legislation by the PFirst Assembl#
in 1758, Briefly, let us glance at each of these events, so
that we may see how Nova Scotia's birthright was challenged,
and how Protestantism superficially triumphed,

During the early part of Paul Mascarene's adminis=
tration in Nova Scotia, his mild regime and his ability to
take the material in hand and fashion the best it could
produce had its reward in peaceful understanding with the
Acadians.38 In the face of Britain's indifferent policy,
this kind of administration represented expediency as well
as good statesmanship, In 1740, Louisbourg was in French
hands and second in strength only to Quebec. Across the
narrow strait was the English fishing village of Canso,

Any attack from the French at Louisbourg, how weak soever,
meant doom for the English. It is true that the Acadians

were not tied politically to the French at Louisbourg, but

38 Mascarene to Board of Trade, June 28, 1742,
B.T.N.S., Volume 8, E 84,
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race and religion gave them a close affinity, and in a
choice of masters, the Indians would certainly favor the
French., Mascarene's treatment and understanding of them
was such that during the French attacks at Annapolis in
1744-1745 no more than twenty of them could be induced to
take up arms against the English.39 But Mascarene was not
happy with the weak indifference of the Home Office. In his
needs he turned to Governor Shirley for advice.40

It became Mascarene's custom after 1740 to send his
correspondence to the Board of Trade unsealed, via Massa=-
chusetts and Governor Shirley, so that the latter might

supplement his statements concerning Nova Scotia.41

This,
in itself, is sufficient indication of Shirley's influence.
To Shirley, the French at Louisbourg and the Acadians in
Nova Scotia were a menace to the English fishing village at
Canso and a threat to the New England colonies, The strong-
est English colonial governor of this time, his policy came
to be the extinction of the French on the Atlantic sea-
board,

Governor Shirley's correspondence with the colonial

office between 1744 and 1749 is indication of his anti-

French and anti-Catholic policy. To the Duke of Newcastle,

39 Brown MSS.,19071, F 61, Brebner, op, cit., p.104,

40 Brebner, op. cit., p. 109.
41 Loc. cit.
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in 1744, he points out the need of the reduction of Louis-
bourg for the safety of Nova Scotia, He places no con-
fidence in the Acadians, who he is sure would aid the
French:
/. « </ as the inhabitants of Nova Scotia are all
Frenchmen and Roman Catholics, and who ought to

be looked upon (be their pretensions what they
will) as ready in their hearts to join the enemy,

42
And again, in the following year, in a letter to Pepperrell,
his venom is unmistakable:
It grieves me much that I have it not in my

power to send a party of 500 men forthwith to

Minas, aad burn Grand Pré, their chief town, and

open all their sluices, and lay tgeir country

waste at the back of their camp.4
Though this anti-French attitude was bound up with his
anti-papist fervor, the latter is brought out more spe-
cifically in further correspondence. To Newcastle he sug=-
gests that the English regiments to be used against Canada
be employed before their return to England, "in removing
the most obnoxious of the French Inhabitants of Nova Scotia

from thence ".44 He suggested that after these had been

42 Shirley to Newcastle, January 14, 1744, in
Charles Lincoln, Correspondence of William Shirley,
Volume 1, New York, MacMillan, 1912, p. 164.

43 Shirley to Pepperrell, Boston, May 25, 1745,
in Lincoln, op. cit., p. 220,

44 Shirley to Newcastle, Boston, June 18, 1746,
in Lincoln, 1, op. ¢cit., p. 328,
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removed that the rest be granted pardon for the past on
taking the Oath of Allegiance, so that

by which means aad removing the Romish Priests out

of the Province, and introducing Protestant English

schools, and French Protestant Ministers, and due

encouragement given to such of the inhabitants, as

shall conform to the Protestant Religion, and send

their children to the English Schools, the present

inhabitants might probably, at least be kept in

Subjection to His Majesty's Government /. . ./ and

the next generatign in a measure become true Prot-

estant Subjects.
This is but a sampling of the voluminous correspondence
which passed between the Governor of Massachusetts and the
Board of Trade, His crusade carried with it the support of
the New England citizens, as was shown by their capture of
Louisbourg in true "missionary'" fashion in 1745.46 Great
was Shirley's chagrin when Louisbourg was returned to the
French by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, but his crusade
was to bear its fruit the following year,

His suggestions were now listened to with interest

by Lord Halifax, Chairman of the Board of Trade, though the

action taken was officially assumed by the latter., The

45 Shirley to Board of Trade, July 8, 1747, in
Lincoln, 1, op. cit., Introduction, p. XXvi.

46 Sermon of Reverend Thomas Prince, quoted in
Samuel Drake, A Particular History of the Five Years'
French and Indian War, Albany, Munsell, 1870, Appendix B,
p. 187-208,
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impetus, however, for the vigorous policy of settlement for
Nova Scotia by British subjects, must be laid at the feet of
Governor Shirley and the people of Massachusetts.47 Copies
of Governor Shirleyt's letters were later given to Cornwallis
because of the valuable information that they contained,48
Thus was introduced and stimulation given toward a series of
steps the results of which endangered a birthright and fair=-
1y brought about the triumph of Protestantism,

The founding of Halifax in 1749 thus received its
impetus from Massachusetts. Basically, political and
economic factors brought it about, A Province owned by the
British, but populated for the most part by PFrench Acadians,
was scarcely safe, lying as it did beside the French fortresé
of Louisbourg. No less were the fisheries safe from the en=-
croachments of the French, and in these fishing rights the
New England colonies were deeply involved, Subsequent upon
these two factors, and as a matter of fact, evolving logical-
ly from them, was a coincidental cause for its founding =
the peopling of this land with Protestant settlers. It is

with this coincidental factor in the founding of Halifax

47 Sir John Bourinot, Builders of Nova Scotia,
Toronto, Copp Clarke, 1900, p. 12. Also: Brebner, op. cit.,
pe 131; Harvey, op, Cit., pe 56; W. O. Raymond, '""Nova
Scotia Under British Rule', in Transactions of the Roval
Society of Canada, Third Series, Volume 4, p, 57.

48 Bourinot, Op. Cit., pe 12,
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that we are interested here., While it cannot be conclusive=
ly proven from the Advertisement for settlers,49 that dis-~
crimination was made in the matter of religion for the orig-
inal settlers to be, the tactics used in the subsequent
colonization project make the policy clear. McInnis main-
tains that ''this colonization was a deliberate effort to
overbalance the original French Catholic population".50

In the implementing of the religious angle to the
British settlement of Nova Scotia, the correspondence be=-
tween the Board of Trade and immigration agents is replete
with the policy., John Dick, the agent for obtaining German
settlers, refused permission to eighty or ninety Roman Cath=-
olic families applying to go to Nova Scotia,51 and in
another letter, protested his carefulness in examining pas-
sengers for "papists".52 He further informed a Lutheran
Minister, who was desirous of bringing fifty of his Lutheran

families to Nova Scotia on condition that they would enjoy

49 Advertisement, Whiehall, March 7, 1749, in
T. B. Akins, Selections from the Public Documents of Nova
Scotia, Halifax, Annand, 1869, p., 495=497,

50 Edgar McInnis, A Political and Social History
of Canada, Toronto, Rhinehart, 1947, p. 110,

51 John Dick to Board of Trade, Rotterdam,
September 8, 1750, B.T.N.S., Volume 10, G 11,

52 John Dick to Hill, Rotterdam, May 18, 1751,
B.T.N.S., Volume 11, G 93,
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religious liberty, that he could take it upon himself '"to
say that everyone will have the liberty of Practising their
own Religion, provided they are Protestants".53 The speed
with which the spiritual needs of prospective settlers was

>4 This at-

arranged was further indication of the policy,.
tempt to colonize Nova Scotia with Protestant settlers
brought a steady stream of emigration from Great Britain and
Germany, as well as a trickle of such from New England,
Planted in the midst of a Catholic population, this yeast
was meant to do its work, Here it might be well to note in
fairness to British and New England imperialists that as far
as Nova Scotia was concerned Catholic had come to be synon-
ymous with French and hence Catholic immigration was un-
desirable since it would most certainly tend to favor the
French., The presence of the French priests, receiving their
instructions from the Bishop of Quebec and the Governor
General of New France, kept alive French sentiment, and
could scarcely be viewed in a favorable light by British
imperialists,

It was one thing to bring in new Protestant blood;

it was another to stifle Catholicism in the hearts of the

53 Dick to Board of Trade, Rotterdam, April 7,
1750, B.T.N.S., F 118, Volume 9,

54 Board of Trade to Society for Propagation of
the Gospel, Whitehall, April 6, 1749,
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Acadian people. Every effort was made to stamp out the
faith, Mr. Tuttie, appointed missionary to Nova Scotia by
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts, suggested to the Society that some French Bibles or
Testaments, at least with a plain comment, should be sent
over to be distributed among the French,

who will gladly read such books if not prevented

by their Priests; and if some French Protestants

with an able French Protestant Missionary could be

induced to settle in Nova Scotia; this would in all

probability make a great Alteration for the better

both in the Religiog and loyalty of the present

French Inhabitants, 5
He also recommended that the Reverend Mr, Moreau, an apos-
tate priest, be appointed as the Protestant Minister.56
Both plans were approved by the Society. Fifty pounds was
laid out for the purchase of French Bibles, and Mr. Moreau
was appointed as missionary., The plan to settle French
Protestants from Jersey among the Acadians,57 failed to be
carried out. But neither the Protestant settlers who came,

French Bibles, nor a missionary, who had left the Catholic

Ministry for "™the sake of a good conscience and came over

55 Bearcroft to Hill, February 26, 1749, B,T.N.S.,
Volume 9, F 111,

56 Ibid.

57 Board of Trade to Cornwallis, April 2, 1750,
B.T.N.S., Volume 34.
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and joined himself to the Church of England"58 could shake
the faith of the Acadians. Tenaciously, they clung to its
tenets, The English despaired of success so long as the
French priests from Canada and Louisbourg remained among
them, To these missionaries, they attributed their in-

ability to proselytise the Acadians.59

It must be remem-
bered in this regard that the French priests were not polit-
ically tied to the British Government, nor responsible to it
This was the simplest explanation that the English could
give to a problem which they did not care to understand,
When efforts at proselytising failed, and the Acadians con-
tinued to refuse an unqualified oath of allegiance, the
joint plan of Governor Lawrence and Shirley of Massachusetts
fell into perspective.

In 1755, alarmed by the crushing defeat of Braddock
in the Ohio-Mississippi Valley, Lawrence now considered the
presence of the Acadians a military danger to the British,
The decision for eviction of the Acadians was made by Law-

rence and five members of his Council, three of whom were

New Bnglanders, and closely associated for the preceding

58 Bearcroft to Hill, February 26, 1749, B,T.N.S.,
Volume 9, F 111,

59 Mascarene to Lords of Trade, Annapolis, October
17, 1748, A. & W,I., Volume 595,
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ten years with New England's expansive policy.60 The de=-

cision was reached and the action carried out, without
either the authority or knowledge of the home government.61
Strengthened by the presence of New England troops in the
Province, on whose anti-Catholic zeal he could certainly
count, he issued instructions to the military commanders of
Cumberland, Minas and Annapolis, for their expulsion.62
This is not to declare that the British Government was al-
together innocent, Though not cognizant of the event at the
moment, no censure of it was later heaped upon Governor Law=-
rence. He was not recalled. 1In fact, the day following the
reception of the news of deportation of the Acadians from
Lawrence, the Lords of Trade recommended Lawrence's name to
the King as "Governor-in-Chief of Nova Scotia', stating that
he had all the qualities necessary for the post.63 Although

the main exodus took place in 1755, the operation was pur-

sued until 1762,64 and certainly in that time the action of

60 Brebner, op. Ccit., pe. 222,

61 Arthur Doughty, The Acadian Exiles, Toronto,
Glasgow Brook, 1916, p, 118-119,

62 Ibid., pe 119,

63 Guy Frégault, La Guerre de la Conquéte, Montreal,
Fides, 1955, pe 256,

64 Ibid., p. 260.
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the Governor and his Council could have been stalled, were
it sufficiently odious to the home government, Thus, in the
long range policy, must England share the guilt, but as far
as the '*heart'" was concerned, the initial act of hostility
came from Lawrence and a predominantly New England Council,

Thus, because the English were incapable or un-

willing to solve a problem by no means impossible of solu-
tion, some six thousand Acadians were uprooted, without im=-
mediate warning, and scattered along the Atlantic seaboard
from Massachusetts to South Carolina., However sincere
Lawrence's convictions might have been, the expulsion re-
mains a blight upon his name and a war crime in British
Annals. No monument to Lawrence may be found in Nova Scotia|
Bancroft says of it,

I know not if the annals of the human race keep
the record of sorrows so wantonly inflicted, so
bitter and so perennial, as fell upon the French
inhabitants of Acadia.0d

Edmund Burke records his views of the outrage thus:

We did, in my opinion, most inhumanly and upon
pretences, that in the eye of an honest man, are not
worth a farthing, root out this poor, innocent, de-
serving people, whom our utter inability to govern

or to reconcile, gave us no sort of right to ex-
tirpate,

65 George Bancroft, History of the United States,
IV, Boston, Little Brown & Co., 13853, p. 206,

66 Edmund Burke, quoted by James Gerard, The Peace
of Utrecht, New York, Knickerbocker Press, 1885, p. 289,
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From 1613, when Samuel Argall's raid from Virginia
attempted to stamp out the French colony, through subsequent
raids all in part religious, the little colony had retained
the faith, No persecution nor insidious proselytizing had
been able to stamp it out, But what conquest and persecu-
tion could not do, expulsion was made to effect., Thus by
1755, a nation had been supplanted, New England settlers
would now be urged to fill up the vacant lands,67 and a
Catholic birthright had been lost -~ or so it seemed, There
remained but to consolidate the fact by the legal imposition
of British penal laws against Catholics to secure to future
Nova Scotians the triumph of the Protestant faith,

The same year that saw the fall of the French for-
tress of Louisbourg saw also the convening of the first
representative assembly in Nova Scotia, Its stringent laws
against Catholics gave evidence to one of its purposes =
the final stamping out of Catholicism in Nova Scotia. ZEven
in its organigational stages, its policy of restriction
against Catholics was apparent, In a Council Meeting held
by Governor Lawrence on June 3, 1757, in which preliminary

electoral districts were set out, it was stipulated that

67 Lawrence to Board of Trade, October 18, 1755,
B.T.N.S., Volume 15, H 311,
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'no person shall be chosen as a member of the said House, or
shall have a Right of Voting in the Election of any member
of the said House, who shall be a Popish Recusant',98
One of the initial moves of the infant legislature
was to render Catholics propertyless. Without land there
would be no franchise, no property for building schools or
churches, The Act struck at the very root of social status
- the desire to call one's home, one's own, The Act for
Confirming Titles to Lands and Quieting Possessions, con-
tained this drastic clause:
Provided that no Papist hereafter shall have

any right or title to hold, possess, or enjoy any

lands or tenements other than by virtue of any

grant or grants from the Crown, but that all deeds

or wills, hereafter made conveying lands or ten-

ements to any Papist, or in trust for any Papist,

shall be utterly null and void; and such lands or

tenements shall not revert to the persons granting

the samelZ: . 37 be vested in6§is Majesty, his

heirs and successors forever,
To prevent the claim of any returning Acadians or those who
had escaped expulsion, a further Act was passed in the fol=

lowing year, making all Acadian claims to land previously

68 T. B. Akins, Selections from the Public Docu=
ments of Nova Scotia, Halifax, Annand, 1869, p. 720,

69 32 George 11, Cap, 2, 1758, in Statutes at
Large, Laws of Nova Scotia, 1758-1804, Halitax, Howe & Son,

,pOZO
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held, null and void,’°

The first assembly did not stop with the rendering
of Catholics landless. An "Act for the Establishment of
Religious Public Worship in the Province and for the Sup-
pressing of Popery', established by law the Church of Eng-
land as the established form of worship, The same law gave
freedom of worship, however, to all Protestant dissenters,
with permission to erect tax-free places of worship. For
Catholicism there was only legal suppression, It enacted
that,

/. « o/ every Popish person, exercising any ec-
clesiastical jurisdiction, and every popish priest
< « s/ shall depart out of this province on or be-
ore the 25 day of March, 1759, and if such person
or persons shall be found in this province after
the said day, he or they shall, upon conviction be
adjudged to suffer perpetual imprisonment: and if
any person or persons so imprisoned, shall escape
out of prison, he or they shall be deemed and ad-
judged guilty of felony without benefit of c1ergy.71

A fine of fifty pounds was levied against any person harbore
ing, relieving, or entertaining a priest - one half of the
fine going to the Government, and the other half being given

to the informer, The harboring person could also be sent to

70 33 George II, Cap, 3, 1759, in Statutes at
Large, Laws of Nova Scoti - Halifax, Howe & Son,
s De 45,

71 32 George I1I, Cap, 5, 1758, in Statutes at
Large, p. 7”8.
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the pillory, A Justice of the Peace, on information under
oath, or even on suspicion, could commit such recusant to
Jail, as also those who harbored them and bind witnesses to
appear,

By a further Act, "Directing the Guardianship of
Minors™, the Governor was given the right to dispose of the
custody of children under twenty-one years of age, upon the
death of a "non Protestant™ (Catholic) land holder. On con=-
dition that the next of kin was Protestant, and on applica-
tion by the same for the wardship of the children, the
Governor might grant the custody of such children to this
relative, in return for a surety that the child would be
educated in the Protestant faith,’2

Such were the restrictive laws placed on Catholics
by Nova Scotia's first legislature, Others were to follow,
one of which would strike at the very heart of the future
generation as did that governing Catholic wards as noted
above, What percent of Nova Scotia's population suffered
from these obnoxious laws, we shall presently see. Ap=
proximately six thousand Acadians had been expelled, Others

had escaped deportation, 73  and remained secretly Catholic,

72 32 George 11, Cap. 26, 1758, in Statutes at
Large, pe 38.

73 Lords of Trade to Secretary of State (Pitt),
June 19, 1761, B.T.N.S., Volume 37, p. 93,
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Still others had drifted backto their homeland.74 It will
be seen further in this study that there had been some im-
perceptible Catholic immigration, Due to these harsh laws,
the economic, political and social status of these people
seemed destined to be a lowly one, but events were to show
that human ingenuity could not kill an institution of
Divine origin,

Therefore, after almost 