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Due to the nature of extractive industries and their need for natural resources, extractive
development has disproportionately affected Indigenous communities. Yet little is known “ e
about the factors that determine whether Indigenous peoples welcome or oppose extractive
development projects that affect their lands and resources; however, previous studies suggest
that there is a link to the right to self-determination. -
This research project explores the relationship between the Maya-Mam indigenous
communities in the department of San Marcos, Guatemala, with the Canadian-based mining
company, Goldcorp Inc. Itis part of a larger study on the experiences of Wemindji, a
community of the Cree Nation of Eeyou Istchee, Canada, with the Maya-Mam community of
San Miguel Ixtahuacan, Guatemala. These two Indigenous peoples have had contrasting
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