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INTRODUCTION 

TLt- purpose 01' %:,XB t h e s i s i s to t r a c e the growth 

t»f the school syptria xu %h<* d i s t r i c t of Ba ihurp t rrom t h e 

t ime of t h e T i r n t p e t t i e r p to the U s t r l o t to the y e a r 1B60, 

I t i g now vie'iZ o\ «r one hundred and t h i r t y ye ' t ra pinoe the 

f i r ^ t school of the D i s t r i c t wa-> opened; consequen t ly , i f 

a connected sooount of t h e ac t ion t iona l His to ry of this* e a r l y 

pe r i od i ? to In w r i t t e n i t seerus* t h a t i t KU;<". be under taken 

a t once . By l o o k i n g back over t h e vea rp tha t our e d u c a t i o n a l 

p y p t w ha« been d e v e l o p i n g , by obse rv ing xn ,-roper o e r p p e e t l v e 

the ch&nges in g t a t u p and s t a n d a r d s dur ing those y e a r s , ;>nd 

by f a m i l i a r i z i n g ourselves? wi th bhe incrnap-ing growth and 

i n f l u e n c e whloh ef tuc- t ion haa a c q u i r e d , we oonr to t r u l y 

a p p r e c i a t e t h e i n s t i t u t i o n ap i t ptaijd? t o - d a y . Such a s tudy 

al<*o h e l p s t o f o o t e r a deeper r e s p e c t for those p i o n e e r 

father?? who worked under gre*it hand icaps to <?lve t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n the adv&ntagee which they s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e d e d u c a t ­

ion had to o f f e r . 

Since tv e B a W i r e t "Dis t r ic t was not c r e a t e d .u t i l 

e d u c t i o n had Mule i t s humble LP, i n n i n g " el«-ewher* i n the 

p rov ince of Upper Canada, a s^or t >r'3Vlew of th.- " r r l y rci o o l s 

in t h e p rov ince an* of t h e Act* of lb07 and 1816 w i l l p rov ide 

§ background stir* a s e t t i n g f o r the l a t e r developments i n 

e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n t h e D i s t r i c t of B a t h i r r t . Then, t o o , t h e 
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early boundaries of the "District and the later geographical 

changes which developed provide a subject of discussion in 

order that the geographical area under investigation in this 

present thesis may be distinct and w**ll defined. This provides 

the terls for Chapter One. 

The main substance of the work deals with both 

elementary ana secondary school development fron the time of 

the coming of the first settlers to the THetrict. Beginning 

with a summary of educational legislation which had teen 

passed prior to the coming of the first settlors, t>-~> thesis 

attempts to relate later educational developments within the 

2>ietriot to these early governmental regulations. As a 

change in educational status seemed to be noticeable after 

ths year 1840 that date 1? used to mark the end of the early 

developmental period in education. An account of the early 

grammar and common school development, in the Bathurst Distriot 

in general and in Perth in particular with a special account 

cf one of the District*s oldest teachers serve? to bring our 

account up to t.nat year. 

After the year 1B40 and ttui subsequent appointment of 

Bgerton %erson as Superintendent of Education much legislat­

ion is implemented which influences education throughout the 

province. How this led to th: grammar school expansion in 

the District and to new developments in the town of Perth 
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i s the aubstancs of several chap te r s . Many improvements 

a f fec t ing tne teaching profession are then ci ted to show 

the general progress up to lttbO. A f i n a l chapter servos to 

review in proper perspect ive the composite development from 

the beginning up to that year* 

3ino© the town of Perth was the e a r l i e s t se t t lement 

and the c a p i t a l town of the Dis t r i c t* i t was chosen as the 

seat of the D i s t r i c t Crraraaar johool. Thus, for almc.yt a 

quar ter of a century , : ,erth had the only secondary school in 

the Dl s tT ie t . When other schools came into exis tence they 

were fashioned a f t e r the o r i g i n a l D i s t r i c t "chool and followed 

much the same p a t t e r n , ho attempt i s made here to give a 

de ta i l ed desc r ip t ion of education in thf.se other schools; 

the D i s t r i c t Sohool a t Perth may be taken a* t y p i c a l . 

fhie work at tempts to oover a phase of h i s to ry which 

has been l i t t l e explored or recorded. Senator Haydon, in his 

Pioneer Sketches in the D i s t r i c t . o f r a t h u r s t ^ suggests tha t 

the s tory of the school development in the Bathurst D i s t r i c t 

i» one which ought to bo explored. He r e s t r i c t s hip mention 

of the D i s t r i c t ' s early education to th<3 teachers whe came 

with the immigrants from tne Old land , Xft-z an exhaustive 

search the author can find notnin;? tha t hn ••> ueen wr i t t en on 

1. Andrew Ha;;don, Pioneer Sketches in the d i s t r i c t of 
Bathurs t , Toronto, ayerewnTpoBs", i s 85, p . 106. 

http://thf.se
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the sub jec t . 

To completely exhaust the poss ible source© of 

information on the topic i s not the a i# of t h i s t r e a t i s e . 

A general p i c tu re of aduoat i ja in the Batburet D i s t r i c t , by 

reference to some spec i f i c schools , i s a l l t h a t i s purposed. 

Such information accura te ly compiled and weighed should 

a s s i s t some future research scholar to coxitact and co l l ec t 

from each of the r u r a l schools of the D i s t r i c t i t s r e spec t ive 

educat ional his tory* Such an endeavour I l e a en t i r e ly beyond 

the plan of t h i s eseeiy. 

This precas t compilation and evaluat ion of early 

educat ional data in the D i s t r i c t of Bathurst may serve to 

acquaint some readers with fac t s previously unkown. To the 

educator, problems which have proven to be p i t - f a l l s may in 

future be guarded aga in s t ; techniques which i sve in the past 

led to successful outcomes, va&y possiol,, be followed. By t h i s 

humble beginning the student of loca l h is tory may be encouraged 

to i n v e s t i g a t e and complete a f u l l arA comprehensive D i s t r i c t 

h i s t o r y . But abovn a i l , such a study should broaden our 

v i s ion and c la r i fy our perspect ive of t h i s lour,, stoney path 

up whicn our educat ional sy^ten h&v climbed s iuse the days 

of the f i r s t p ionee r s . 
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Since tbe educat ional policy of *Mr province r e a l l y 

toojt de f in i t e form witn the oomlnr of CoVael John Sraves 

Siwoos in 1?98, i t w i l l be i\^<n>,^y IT to ov 4 l tn^ thf- major 

educat ional developments trot" ihat y . ^ r to the tirae when 

the Bathurnt D i s t r i c t was created in 7.8S2 i f a <^t lsf -ictory 

under«t-j dlhg of ^h:; I n t e r ed tc~<tlpn»,l developments within 

the D i s t r i c t i s to b« acquired . 

?rom *-! e t i ^ e of M" a r r i v a l ir Upper Canada Colonel 

Siraeof? <rxpr«pped h i s aspirat ion-- nof e s t ab l i sh ing grammar 

schools in every fll«-*r' --»t, ri.1 a n .iv*r*?ity »t t h e i r head 

a t the seat of govenm«mt"fl> Tn a l e t t e r to i l r Joseph 

BanXs, President of the ^oyal Society, T / d sted the e! j> th 

of Jaau-ry 17V1, Mmeoe wrote ->s follow*: "School'* >xv<? been 

shamefully nefjlr»?t ^d--a college of " hi':l.*>r e l ' * * would be 

eminently u i ^ r u l , and wonl** rv.* a to's*" of :v»tricij V- s*.d 

roa/.iirrF th«^ wml*" be of ir.fiMt-' support to r e v e r t e r tw^« 

1. 0 . Hod«lnp, ^octtmei-tory .^jj^Q.r/_ ,°£ Ifo*0*^3-0,1* *.,n 

Upper Caaada. Toronto, f i l ^ p o ^ H ' n U r , T e l u m e l , p T T , 

8. G. Hedging, i b i d . Volume 1, p . 1 1 . 



Although >i#ooe never did receive the support of the people 

on this matter of a university, he regained constant in his 

views to the last. 

In stating the need and prensin,? the demands for a 

puolic school limcoe did meet with a r̂ê iter measure of 

success. In a letter to the Duke of Portland, then Secretary 

of State, and dated the eighth of November, 1795, Governor 

Simeoe specified two places, Kingston and Niagara, where 

ministers were willing to undertake the teaching duties until 

a proper person should be provided. In reply to this expressed 

need the Duke of Portland gave his consent to the maintenance 

of schoolmasters, but required thyt sucflh appointees be thorough­

ly competent to tetch reading, writing, accounts and mensuration. 

Greek and Xatl.i, the Duke believed, coulc' be left to ths est­

ablishments at Quebec and Montreal*. These concessions did 

not satisfy 3ln>coe« Ue still believed th.t if the children 

of the gentlemen of Upper Canada were to be prevented from 

being sent to tne United States where t'-eir British principles 

might be perverted, higher education war needed. 

The pioneer settler??, the mort of whom id been living 

3. (J. Hodglns, lb Id, Voliim' 1, p. 13. 

4. W.W.Bell, The Development of the Ontario Tligh 
School. Joroiito, University* of Toronto <-^ ̂ efHTT!!F7~p.T%, 
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in the province for only a short time, did not agree with 

the aristocratic outlook of those who came directly from 

Great Britain. Accustomed to independence in social, 

political, and religious matters, these Loyalists from the 

colonies TO the south brought the democratic vision of 

education as well. They believed that rich and poor alike 

were worthy of The advantages o£ education, 

Nevertheless, negotiations continued between provin­

cial authorities and the British Government for the support 

of the grammar schools which had been promised. In accord-

aace with the recommendations of the Honourable Peter Russell, 

President of the Legislative Council, the Royal Land Grant 

was established in 1Y97;& it allowed a grant of approximately 

500,000,acres, to be sold a? directed by the Crown, for the 

establisnment and maintenance of foy.r grammar schools and 

a university in Upper Canada. The manner and extent of rend­

ering the Crown Lands useful and productive for Lhe formation 

of a fund for this purpose had not yet been determined; ten 

years elapsed before any action was taken. 

During this decade between 1797 and 1807 private 

schools came into existence in Upper Canada, and performed a 

highly useful service. Most of these schools were conducted 

5. W.N. Bell, ibid, p. 14. 



"by m i n i s t e r s . The moot ranous of these schools was opened 

a t Cornwall in 180$, by the Reverend John s t r aohan . 6 l a 

the year lfclOE Dr. ?trnohan held th<* f i r p t public e x T i n a t i o n 

of h i s school, to which jmrent* and aot'if'Ies were l imi ted to 

be p resen t . ' tudente underwent a r ig id e r a r i m t i o n in *he 

Latin Class ics , Arithmetic, Bookkeeping, Element«» of Math­

ematics , "dements of Geogru,>hy, and Natural and Civi l y i s t o r y . 

Poetry and prose "-electxonn were composed for the occasion. 

*ftieh was the nature of the work of th> pr iva te schools of 

which there may have been 200, good and had, by 1B17. These 

p r iva t e school? were l a t ^ r absorbed or r c .laced by p rov inc i a l 

common and grammar schools . 

Keauwhile the Legis la ture y& * bee;* doing l i t t l e or 

nothing about the schools . For the rr.ost uart public fuel ing 

wap lacking on t h i s sub jec t . A p e t i t i o n from the County of 

Glengarry in 1«04 asKed that ^choole be e s t ab l j *>\rd, but the 

request wag rwieoted three t imee. The love for knowledge 

and sound learning was only kept a l i ve in the chief cen t res 

of the vrovinoe by suei men as ZQ\• Dr. "tewart , hie son, 

Rav.G. Ck i l l -tewart, and n«»ta ly by Rev. r r . ;trac>.an, 

aided by l i b r a r i e s es tab l i shed herr and t h e r e . ' 

6. rf.M. S e l l , i b id , p . 14. 

7. G. Rod^lns, ihif., folurce 1, p . 4 1 . 
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It was during the session of 1B07 that the legielature 

finally agreed on its responsibility to provide for an 

education and passed the first District Public School Act, 

which provided for the establishment of a PUD11o School in 

each of the eight Districts into which Upper Canada was 

then divided. This Grammar School Act of lb07 remained in 

force, with some additions and amendments until 1853. 3y 

it the sum of £ 800 was to be paid annually for the estab­

lishment of a Public School,8 x. 100 to be paid to each of 

the eight District Grammar school mastersln the province. 

The locations of these schools were the following: 

Location Districts 

1, Town of Sandwich Western 
2. Township of Townsend London 
3» Town of Niagara Niagara 
4. Town of York Home 
5. Township of Hamilton Newcastle 
6. Town of Kingston Midland 
7. Township of Augusta Johnstown 

8. Town of Cornwall Eastern 

In the districts of London, Newcastle and John?town the 

exactlooation for the school was to be at such pl^oe as the 

trustees or the majority of them should think proper to 

appoint. 

This first District Public School Act, further 

stated that it shall and may be lawful for th.-j- Governor, 

8* Public was used in the Snglish sense and the use 
of the term indicated the point of view. They \*/ere commonly 
called District Grammar School®. 
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L i e u t e a a ^ W o v . r n v r , o / pv.r ",e. n'ir i n i cV: r l ,, tht, Jovarn-

me-t t o appoint irota tisuj to t i i •-, /-ut l j«a tna.. f ive f i t 

aad dl ?cr©et ,-crso.s* li* «.ach and -v : ry d i s t r i c t oi the 

province to &$t ac truetae:* to %ht u l l l c chool?. The 

t r lathe's were to notti^cto a f i t person a. t e - i c ^ r , a,*d to 

repor t t h e i r nttBUi a t iar : to Lh.j ,>ov<srnor w.».> ni^hx e i t h e r 

affirm or Ta^sst auc.i <. cm l o t i o n . . .'.:* r o l l as examining 

aid sp^'ji.»tiag te:/ch J?S the t r u s t e e s cuulr a l so remove a 

t^&ch.or for niadsirciaOL* or ioj- impropriety of 3^:.duct. 

Rule- and r e f l a t i o n s ' rec t eotJ,.»g the /choole were a lco made 

by th*» t rus t ees* i f t^a toaohor nuld a oa- t : f ica*j«i t.̂  ^nod 

fcy the t r u s t e e s or & m/^onty or thorn in :h>- d~^trx~t in 

which he had t a ^ j h t euoce^fi?fully, hy was to r ceive hi.» 

sa lary in ha l f -year ly ins Bailments from t.-.-j :ioceiVur-

General of tno province . .'Suon was th-. -if. ro t Act i^ Upp*s • 

Canad.% to de%l tvith publ ic education. 

Tfcua iOt continued to romai^ i. . xorce ~r. sp i t - of 

repeated &xt<9mpts to r e^oa l i t . fho ovcrrul*^,- ,.u.v;-? uf 

the Leg i s l a t ive Counoil of wnicn the Honourable John <trachan 

and Kr. Cartwn^nt were i n f l u e n t i a l laambers, sept th? .*ot 

in force m s p i t e of the opposition or the <;, , ; o r u ; in tj-e 

Houre of igjsemhly. 

Although the ,-a op If of th<, «*$%urt. "j.H*.riot ex. r«;ssed 

t h e i r *stii»f<-.otlof. with the -<4w Act I., u l ^ t ^ r adrress^d 
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to the Lieutenant-Governor and ditcd at Cornwall on the 9th 

day of Cetober, 1811, a petition from tr.e Diatriet of New­

castle in the same year and from the Midland District In the 

following year revealed the causes of complaint. It failed 

to provide for *the miadHag, or poorer olaps of His Majesty's 

subject**9. The piaaeers believed that the people in the 

more remote parts of the District failed to derive the educ­

ational advantages of the District School which were available 

to those residing in the centre Itself. Hitjh tuition fees 

made the school expensive and exclusive, and restricted the 

attenlance to the families of the well-to-do. 

la the year 1811 the J&aestown Academy was established 

at Bath wto provide a means of education for their ohildren 

aecrer home than war? Kingston"* , Itinerant teachers, collect­

ions of books,' schooling for soldiers and a young ladies1 

school all served to supplement the advantages derived from 

the Kingston labile Gwammar School in 1818 and 14. The 

Ifldlaad District School Society was a.so formed in lb 14-5. 

However, the Grammar School Act of lb07 remained. 

In 181b the Legislative Council gaae way, and an 

I W « W | W I — — — M I.I'IN Mil in i l w » » — « • < • — 

9. G. Hod^ias, ibid, Volume 1, p . 77,, 
10« Mt lblfi. Volume 1, p . 77. 
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ae t was passed au thor iz ing the establishment of elementary 

8ehooIs throughout the F rov inee*^ The Pro t i r . s l e l funds 

were to provide #24,000, which was to be divided aiiong toe 

t e a D i s t r i c t s of the provisos* ( In 181(5, two new D i s t r i c t s , 

Gore and Ottawa, were organised.) To e s t ab l i sh a school, 

the people of any town, v i l l a g e or township were to meet 

together*, provided the attendance of pup i l s was not to be 

l e s s thea 20. Three f i t and d i s c r ee t persons wore to be 

ehosen t r u s t e e s , aad these we;=a to examine in to the moral 

character and capacity of a*-y p'SCeon wlllI-;-" to become a 

t eache r and to appoint nim. The t r u s t e e s furtnor made r u l e s 

and re<£ttlationr> for t h e i r own s ^ o o l f , a*:i'l cho^o taxt-boolts 

from a l i s t prescr ibed by a d i s t r i c t Board of ^ueat£on, to 

which they were required to r e p o r t , fhe p rov inc ia l al low­

ance to eaeh school was in no caf-:» to exceed £25,($100); 

the balance of sa lary and eontinment expenses had to be made 

up by subsc r ip t i ons . By 1820 Cession Schools had appeared 

l a alsiost every settlen*eat l a the province* 

from these foregoing paragraphs i t i s readi ly 

d i sce rn ib l e th«.t considerable progress had been made l a the 

f ie ld of education previous to the a r r i v a l of the f i rp t 

s e t t l e r s l a the Perth .Settlement which l ^ t e r bce-nT.e a p : r t 

of the D i s t r i o t of Ba thurs t . The educat ional machinery was 

already l a operat ion within the province; the task tha t 

1 1 . W.U. B e l l , i b i d , p . l o . 
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remained for the new settlers was to harness this power to 

meet their needs and requirements. The first ste/pa la the 

providing of schools for the new community will form the 

text of the next chapter. 

Meanwhile, it is necessary to devote the remainder 

of this ehapter to the geographical background of the 

District of BacJiuret, in order that a vision of the area 

under study, la this present thesis may he seen in its proper 

historical perspective. 

THS aBOORA-TflCa BACKCHt'-"j;\D 

Having provided an outline of the earliest legislation 

oa edusatloa la tae province of Upper Canada, the author feels 

that it Is imperative to answer eertaia questioas that may, 

by this time have arisen In the minds of the readers, whea 

was the District of Bathurst ereatsd? Where is this District 

located? What was the name of the area from whioh it was 

formed? Hav« its boundaries remained the same sinoe the time 

sf its formatlea? What-present eouaties compose it? As sooa 

as these questioas have been'answered and the geographical 

backgrouad and bouadarles of the District known, ĥe hist-

orloal data may be better understood and appreciated. 

Settlement beyond the Qreat Lakes and the Jt, Lawrence 

River first begnn with the oomiag of the United Qmpire 
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Loyalists from the United States. One record goes as far 

as to say that "the Township of Montague, bordering on the 

Rldeau River was surveyed in 1774 by a Mr William Fortune"i2. 

Of one thing there is little doubt. The coming of the Loyal­

ists brought a need for dividing the province into definite 

districts. 

As a result of this United Empire loyalist influx, 

Lord Dorchester issued a Proclamation on the 24th of July, 

178b, This divided the future province of Upper Canada into 

four districts to be known as Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nassau 

and Hesse. Four years later the names of these districts 

were changed to Eastern, Midland, Home and Western. In the 

same year the newly-created province of Upper Canada was 

14 
divided into nineteen counties. This last division gave us 

the names by which many of the counties are still known. 

Since the District of Bathurst is the geographical 

area with which the theme of this thesis is concerned, we 

will restrict our study to the ^astern District from which 

our sphere of interest was later carved. In the year 179a 

the Eastern District was greatly reduced in area; the southern 

18. O.Hodglns, ibid. Volume 1, p. 229. 

13. A Haydon, Pioneer Sketches in the pistrict of 
Bathurst, Toronto, The Ryerson Pre?s, 1925, Volume 1, p. 2. 

14. Id, ibid, Volume 1, p. 2. 



srocvriofcAi L-s-ii^LA.'io; .\..~> -iom^DARiii:" u 

portion or it betfame the district of Johnstown. The new 

District composed of the counties of Leedp, Urenville and 

Carleton also included the townships of Purges?, Slmsley 

and Montague, which are now a part of Lanark County. The 

new district of Johnstowu ig of further interest to this 

study since the ftldeajl Settlements, which later beoame tne 

life oenti-o of the District of Bathurst, were in 1815, the 

time of the first immigration to the set 'lenient, a part of 

the Johnstown District. On the 13th day of November, 1822, 

Sir Peregrine Maitland issued a Proclamation declaring that 

the County or Carleton should be a separate Pistrlct «>y the 

15 name of "Bathurst". The following year Perth was made the 

judicial seat of this District. Briefly we may say th*it the 

area under investigation was designated by the following 

names; Lunenburg, iastern, Johnstown and finally Bathurst. 

After the District of '-athnrst wac e:--.nted, La.'̂ .rk 

County soon oame into being. In the year 18 24 an Act was 

passed on the 19th of January. It was entitled nAn Aot 

to divide the couaty of Lanark viz: Bahhurpt,Driiiamond, 

Beokwith, Dalhousie, Lanark, Ramsay, Darling, Lavant, frorth 

Sherbrooke, and -outh aherbrooke,together with oil the unpur­

veyed lands within the limits of the District of Bathurst with 

15. A. Haydon, ibid, Volume 1, p. 3. 
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such of the islands of the Ottawa River as are wholly or in 

greater part opposite to the said townships and unsurveyed 

land". Lanaric County at rirst included a great portion of 

Crown Land which was later subdivided into townships and 

formed into the separate county of Renfrew. In addition to 

Lanark County the District of Bathurst at first included the 

County of Carleton a*s well. 

As the years went by, certain changes in boundaries 

within the District altered both the county of Carleton and 

the county of Lanark. In 1842 the Bashurst District was 

divided and the eastern division became the District of 

Dalhousle, now called the County of Carleton. In 1844 

the portions of the townships of North Burgess, North 

Slmsley and Montague which lay north of the Rideau water 

systems became a part of the County of Lanark to give the 

latter its present boundaries. 

From this time forward the Bathurst District included 

the two united oounties only, Lanark and Renfrew. As the 

papulation of Renfrew increased, a proclamation wa? issued 

in 18bl creating Renfrew a provisional county apart from 

Lanark. "In lbt>5 the present county buildings at Pembroke 

were erected and in the f-3ll of 18bb tne final meeting of the 

lb. A. Haydon, ibid, p. 213. 
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dua l county of Lanark and Renfrew, a s i t had e x i s t e d a s t h e 

DAatr io t of B a t h u r s t under J i r P e r e g r i n e Malt land sinof 

l u S l , was held i n P e r t h , t h e old chap t e r c losed a..d a new 
17 

era begun". About IttbO the word ''District" disappeared 

from the official map. 

Although we seldom hear the term ,IT>lstrict of bathurst? 

mentioned to-d'3y for the . urpoee of this present historic-il 

laveptigation it will be used since our study of education 

continues only to l8t>0. The Digtrlot did change its boundaries 

several times, but it has always been ide-tified with Lanark 

County. 

Sinoe the area under study has been d^fiued and since 

the early educational legislation has beei. reviewed the next 

chapter will tell of the early settlers to the District and 

their interests and undertakings in the fielr? or education. 

17, Perth Courier. Centem-ry Jdition, Perth, aug.3,1934. 
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EARLY SWTL LV.LVT 

Since the early educational history of the District 

is so closely interwoven with the immigration of the first 

settlers, a brief outline of oonditione under which they 

left the Old Land and arrived at the i»ew, will clarify 

complications and development? which occurred soon after 

they hafi settled* 

It war* on the 2yth or Ootober, 1813, while the wa» 

of 1812-14 was at its height, that Lord Bathurst, the man 

who for the next U years directed the Colonial policy of 

Sreat Britain, ^ddrersed to Sir George Irevost, then 

Governor-General of the Canadas, a letter which hore the 

following message: 

"Bavin- reason to believe that the same spirit of 
emigration which ha« of late years drawn go nsp.ny of 
the scotch peasantry to settle in the United States 
shall continue to prevail in the Highlands, nn^ xhat 
there are at this moment a oo.sider'jbie number of the 
natives of Sutherland aid Caithness who are oaly waiting 
for an apportuaity to leave their native country, it 
has occurred to me that the male pnrt of this papulation 
might be rendered in some decree valuable both for the 
present defence and future protection of Upper Canada 
by offering to them grants of land in that province and 
a free passage for their pre^e t f',milles"'.l 
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This phrase ' for the ^resent derenae and f lture 

proteetioa of Upper Canada" led to me establishing or the 

early Rldeau Jettlements with Perth as the principal centre. 

If troops and supplies were to be tr nsported wit', the great­

est safety from the lower Irovii ce i^to the Upper >revises 

without ony danger oi interference from the enemy, a loyal 

population from the Old Land, supplemented by disbanded 

soldiers, must he established inland from the St. Lawrence 

front. The Rideau Uver offered an lde»il location for the 

settlers as it would provide the roar lino of communication 

if and when tne 3t» Lawrence were threateaed. 

In IBlo, the terms for their oomm•; were fir^t 

posted in Edinburgh, 3aoa family was to reeeive a ^rant of 

one hundred aoreo oi land on arriving. ,§aoh male child was 

to receive one hundred acred when he reaohed the age of twenty 

one years. Rations were to be allowed for the first six or 

eight months* Axes and other necessary implement;? were to be 

provided at a very low cost. The government also would 

provide salaries for a properly accredited minister and 

schoolmaster if these accompanied tne immigr"-its; the minister 

would receive * 100 per annum, ni.3 th»? jjchooln :rter one-h4If 
2 

that amount. 

2. A. Rsynoa, ibid., p. IV. 
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Acting on this last provision early In June, families 

aumbering in all 140 s-ouls, with upwards of 128 children, 

applied to the agent for the appointment of a schoolmaster, 

aad recommended John r-ollid,ir, whore " certificates for 

character and ability a" an ordinary rchoo1-teacher",®Joha 

Campbell, the Commissioner a <"• Oer.er̂ l Agent in "cotla d for 

emigration, reported to be satisfactory. 

Having prooursd' the servicer of a teacher, ti.e eager 

enthusiasts were ready fo Canada, It was on the lltb,12th 

and 14th of July that the Dorothy. BaitIs Merchant, and the 

rttlas sailed for the hew World, oarrying about 500 people 

on Board;4 the Sliza was delayed until the third of august, 

when sae sailed from Greenock with 122 persons on lJoard.& 

As the ships did not arrive until tne riddle of Septemoer 

the iaittigrants remained for the winter of th'.t year 11815) 

at Cornwall, Presoott and Brookvllle, their temporary posting 

having been determined by their ultimate destination. 

Since thes<° oolonirts ha.d given up their homes and 

di^pos^d of their possessions in the Old Land an o-trlj' &v 

April, the long delay und disappointment at not r-'j&ohiug 

3# A.Haydon, ibid., p. 17. 

4. I. Skeleton, t Man A^V*1*??} '̂ m* ?,°-̂ ; X'*Y®Q1> &nd 
Pioneer, Xoronto, Ryersoa r̂es's, 194'/, p. 47. 

5. A. Hay don, ibid.. Chapter £, p. 2*5. 
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their alloted loctftione in the fall expressed itself during 

the winter in discontentment and complaint. In the report of 

Captain Barnes to Sir Sidney Beckwith, the name of Sfohn 

Holliday, the teaaher, is given as one of the three leaders 

responsible for contaminating the minds of the well-disposed. 

The exact nature of the trouble is unknown, but the name of 

Mr Holliday is also linked with a refusal to teach the settlers' 

children during the winter at Br oo Seville. 

As a result of this reported unwillingness to instruct 

the children, a letter was written by Sir Sidney Beckwith, 

the Quarter-Master General, to the Governor. It read in 

part as follows: 

"Mr Holliday has been for several weeks, together with 
upwards of thirty of the most numerous settlers' families 
at Brockville. In this situation, Mr kcDonnel, the 
Principal Superintendent in Upper Canada, considering 
the opportunity of so lar^e a number of children being 
together should not be neglected, proposed to kr Holliday 
to undertake their instruction and offered to provide 
a room, fuel, etc. for that purpose. To this proposal 
Mr Holliday objected, unless in addition to his dalary 
he might be permitted to charge .$2.00 or ^2.50 for eacn 
settler's child put under his charge".6 

The Quarter-Master General toes on to say that he 

deolined to sanction such a proposal, as the parents of the 

children were totally unable to pay any such sum. He did, 

however, authorize that a room be furnished in which Mr. 

6. A. Haydon, ibid.. p. 28. 
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Holliday could instruct the ohiidren of the place and its 

vicinity at the customary price. 

If Mr Holliday did at first object to instructing 

the children of the iramlgranxs at Brookvllle it appears that 

he later altered hie decision. A letter written at a later 

date contradicts these earlier observations and remarks 

concerning Mr John Holliday, Written by the settlers on 

the Scotch Line near Perth and dated August 10, 1818, the 
7 

letter appeared as follows: 
n We, the undersigned Scotch Emigrants, do hereby certify 
that Mr John Holliday, who accompanied u? from Scotland 
as our Schoolmaster, taught our children in Brockville 
Barracks from Martinmas, 1815, to Whitsunday, 1816, for 
which he received no fee whatever, nor did we ever hear 
Mr Holliday express an idea of making a charge for the 
same". 

(Signed) 
John Tompsoa John Furrier 
James Taylor Sm. McG-illivray 
James McLaren James McDonald 
Jsmes Millar Alex. McFarlane 
Ann Holdness Thos. Carrie 
Hugh McKay John Brask 
Abraham Toner Alexander Kldd 
Thomas Barker George Wilson 
Joha Frazer Win. Johnstown 
John Ferguson 

Of iater&st in passing, is the fact that we have in 

our present day the great-granddaughter of this old Scottish 

dominie. Isobel Skeleton, has demonstrated her inherited 

7. J. Smith, Perth on the Tay. Ottawa, The Forti .er 
Co.,1901, p.246. * ~" " 
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i a t e r e s t in Lanark County by the j>ublin. in - of her r e c e n t 

biograp&y A Man A u s t e r e ; William B e l l ; Parson and P i o n e e r . 

This b iography d e a l s wi th P e r t h ' s e a r l i e s t clergyman. 

When the s p r i n g of 1816 came, the p ionee r* w o had 

spent t h e w i n t e r in %tw towns ilon.? the ~ t . Lawrence, began 

to c l e a r t h e roads t o t h e new c e t t l e m e i t . Hardsh ips were 

p l e n t i f u l and t r a v e l l i n g was* d i f f i c u l t . The Reverend B e l l 

who came to the set-clement i n t h e sp r ing of the fo l l owing 

y e a r (1817) r e p o r t e d t u a t i t took him e leven weeks anr' t h r e e 

days to oomplete *he jouraey from ^dinborough to P e r t h . 

Af t e r h i s a r r i v a l t h e Reverend B e l l wrote a r h o r t 

d e s c r i p t i o n of hi«? f i r p t impress ion? of P e r t h . At t h i s t ime 

i t was but a rough c l e a r i n g of abuut 60 a c r e s , wi th the r i v e r , 

a t r i b u t a r y of tne Rldeau, f lowing d i a g o n a l l y through i t . 

There were tw» b i g lo,«- h o u s e s , pome t h i r t y smal l l o g s h a n t i e s 

and many s c a t t e r e d groups? of h u t s and t e n t s . One of the b i g 

houses was * The King's «?tor@w; i t was sixt;* f e e t lon*r by 

twenty f e e t v i d e . I t had cos t £ 70 and held a l l t ' - s u p p l i e s 

o l t n e s e t t l i n g department.® This buxldin*' rac* l a t e r ared -is 

a s c h o o l . Of t h e 1900 people i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t , 1200 b e l o n g ­

ed to s o l d i e r f a m i l i e s and only VOO t o the i o o t t i s h immigran t s . 

Such was* an e a r l y d e s c r i p t i o n of P e r t h o r the s o - c \ l l e d ' ' S e t t l e ­

ment of tne Rldeau'*, t he f i r s t and o l d e s t ? e t t l e m e i t of tne " i e t r i c t 

S . I s o b e l Ske l e ton , ix Man m p t i r e : » i l l i am H»11 • .Pardon 
and P i o n e e r , Toron to , Ry.>r?on f r e e s , 1947™ p . 112. ~~ ~" 
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Aa ac t or Parl lamaat parsed by &be >cottish l e g i s l a t ­

ure (about 1660) had s ta ted " t h a t a good -ind suffi,;i*?nt 

school should be erected and maintained in .»very par i sh ' 1 . 

I t ha«~ j u s t l y been said tha t n To these fiv? l i t t l e words, 

a good and suf f ic ien t school, i s Scotland indebted : t the 

present day for nearl . ' every solid glory t h a t she peesessee* . l 

'•"lace the ^eotch p e t t i e r s who arrive;"! -it Perth h-d 

been reared in an environment where sducjt iun was .-o^ei^-rod 

a p r i v i l e g e and well worth the ef for t and s a c r i f i c e required 

to acquire i t , they were not rlow in providing t h e i r school­

master , &r Holl l^ey, with work. Lot \ or. the lQt!; c o n c i s i o n 

©r Burgees, the end of "the ^eot?h Line" nearest "or th heuaae 

the old doffllnie's home. The echooltoune i r M) ioh he %• <><ji t 

was on lo t 81 , eoa. 1, B a t h u r s t , 3 Hut i i war a i lon# before 

Mr Holl iday, ac t ing as 'spokeman for v< •- r<*a o " t r e J n e " , 

1. J . A. Baani^ter , Early ^duca-lonal 1?l.~.tory of 
ijlorfoik Couaty. Toronto, Universi ty of Toronto Pr^ss , 1926, 
Quoting ihe Journal of '^uot ' t ion. Volume 1, p . 22. 

2* I Skeleton, A Kan Ameterei William Hell : I ioner-r 
aad Parsoa. Toronto, Ryerso'a 'HF,8s~,'"T5F4Tt p . ii"FT~™~ 

3» » Perth Courier. Centenary Edi t ion, T e r th 
August 3 , lT84"Z 

4 . I Skeleton, i b i d . , p . 119. 
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clashed with the m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s of the se t t l ement . .=.s 

a r e s u l t , h i s pay which was to have been ••' 50 a year , was 

being very i r r e g u l a r l y t ransfer red to him a t the time the 

Reverend Bel l a r r i v e d . 

Now i t had been the custom for the chaplain to be 

the schoolmaster l a ga r r i son centres and to be paid pa r t ly 

by the government and part i} ' by fees from pa ren t s . .kOoord-

i ag ly , the Reverend Bel l on bein^ encouraged by the o f f i c i a l s , 

o eaed hie school l a h i s home, aad a subsequent n o t i f i c a t i o n 

tha t he wa-̂  to receive f 50 a year us s a l a ry , provided him 

with a " del ighted s u r p r i s e " . 6 

The school opened on July the Vth, with 18 chi ldren 

Including hie own, In a t tendance. The houp.- w»p 30 feet lorn1; 

and 20 fee t wld , without p a r t i t i o n s . Oa July 9th l!r Bel l 

receivfed a small log louse from Mr Adnmson with the under­

standing thnt i t be f lx-d up for a school . " *•*? fhirdle 

provided sashes and he ana ?Ir Hunter p!it them la and did 

the neec-m&ry r e p a i r , ?cv Glaoe, lock, If.toh, e t c . I paid 

12 s h i l l i n g s and 2 pence**,*' Few f a t h e r d e t a l l r a re given. 

He began teaching in the new -school houso on th>: Lancaeterlan 

l^es-ons which h«j h«d received from tft-; &overnrocut o f f i ce . 

5 . I Skeleton, i b i d , . p . 120, 

b . I d . , i b i d . , p . 1*2. 
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On Sept. 3, lwl7, a Mr Burns arrived to epen a school 

but he departed la disappointment when h« learned that Mr 

Bell was tnere ahead of him. On March 14, 181H a Mr Furdoek 

opened a second school in Perth, this time a Roman Catholic 

one. His salary was also paid by tne government, ter Murdook 

had only four pupils. 

The different branches of learning with tne tuition 

rates at Rev. Bell's school were a? follows: 

1st glass. For learned languages, Mathematics, Use of 
the Globes, G-eography and Geomenty - 6. 
gad class. Writing and Arithmetic, £ 2. 
•3rd class. Heading and Snglish Grammar, ~ 1, 10s. 
Or by the month to be paid regularly in advan-e, 1st class, 
10/, 2nd class, 3/9, 3rd class, 2/6. 8 

Reverend Bell later gave notice that labour would 'ie accented 

from those wno oould not pay, srd from those who conli give 

neither money nor labour, nothing would be required. 

In lttlb the dissatisfied settlers on the -cotch line 

were still petitioning for their school. In 162? when the 

Settling Department wap dissolved and the ,Udeau ^ettlere^ts 

came under tne general laws of TJV.> provlx oe, six new schools 

were started. They were wretchedly poor schools, but eduoat-

9 
loa had a t l e - p t made a beginning. 

7. I Skeleton i b i d . , p , 120. 

8 . I d . , i b i d . , p . 120. 

9 . I d . , i b i d . , p . 121. 
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fllta the a r r i v a l i n Perth in October 181* of the 

town's f i r s t Ohuroh of England olergymaa, Heverand Miohael 

Har r i s , Mv B e l l ' s du t i e s as a teacher came to an end. Mr 

B e l l ' s diary c e r t i f i e s tna t * Mr Har r i s , on a r r i v i n g , with 

the goverament's saaot ion immediately took over the school-

house and the school t each ing? . 1 0 J.'r Be l l , of course , 

protes ted stubbornly. B e l l ' s t o i l and t rouble to hold h i s 

school and salary agains t the s e t t l e r s on the Line proved to 

be merely a locum tenene for Mr H a r r i s . The Church of England 

was merely showing her a t t i t u d e toward ehurch cont ro l of 

educat ion. Mr Bel l l a t e r s ta ted that " the school uader 

my Reverend successor died of consumption and t i e schoolhouse 

h a , t o r e 0 E e « t J . » . „ topty".11 

A letter from the settlers of the Perth Settlement to 

Liet tenant-Colonel Cookburn, "Deputy quarter-Master General 

concerning th'r removal of the Reverend Bell from his teaching 

post shows the esteem with wluoh the old dominie-pastor was 

held. It read in p-\rt a.° follows; 

n Tb>it yoar petitioners feel much regret *t tV removal 
of the Hev. Mr. Wm. Bell from the public school at this 
place, having the highest opinion or his abilities a^ a 
teacher, as well as of his moral and religious character. 

Your petitioner" wrre lod to believe t> at V. *, money 

10. I. Skeleton, ibid., p. 247 

11. William Bell, Hints to Emigrants, iSdiaburgh, 
Waugh and lanes, 1B24, p. 126, quoted in iJerth Courier. 
Oeatenary Edition, Perth, August 3, 1924, p. 5. 
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raised by private subscription for the building of the 
public scnoolhouselEwas contributed for the ,;«rpose of 
placing a person of their owa choice as teacher la the 
same; aad as there can be no person as much interested 
in an affair of this kind ar the parents of children 
themselves, it war but natural for them to hav<: concluded 
that they were to be allowed that privilege. Your 
petitioner?, after having observed with pleasure the 
progress made by their children slider the tuition of the 
Rev. Wm. Bell, cannot but regret his r^soval; but as it 
appears the school building in question wap, without 
their knowledge or concurrence, built on ground reserved 
by Government, and an trey lave "inoe heard without 
your approval they roust submit to the loss they have 
sustained In their teacher and, what they considered 
they had still a greater ri^ht in, the schoolhouse. 

At the same Time, being fully aware of the liberal 
intentions or Government, which have been po strongly 
and so repeatedly evinced, they are led to hepe that 
Mr Bell may rtill be allowed the privilege of teaching, 
as before, with the former assistance bestowed by 
Government".13 

This letter was signed by fifty-six of the resident? 

of Perth. It revealed the concern which thape easly pioneers 

ha<i for the education of their offspring; it likewise displayed 

their feelings of loyalty to thetr old pastor aid friend. 

The Scotch believe with John Ruskin, that the noblept virtue 

whioh men have practised is the virtue of loyalty. 

These schools whioh were taught by Mr Holliday, Mr 

Murdook and Reverend Bell provided the Perth Settlemeiit with 

its earliest educational advantages. When the "Diptriot of 

Bathurst was created,in 1822 a District Grw. rar School was 

12. This public pchoolhO'ise war located on th^ north 
east corner of Drummond and Craig streets on a lot r-'served 
by the Government for public buildings. (Rev. .ra. Bell, 
Hints to Migrants. Map, p. 74. 

13. J. Smith, .L'erth on the Tay. Ottawa, 'The Mortimer 
Co., 1901, p. 250-251. 
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established to serve the aeeds of the whole district. Before 

studylag further the commoa school development la ierth, 

some account must be given of the early District Grammar 

School. This forms the subject of the next chapter. 



CHAPTER IV 

TH5 HJARLY GRAMMAR -CHOOL InD MA1T :RS 

THE SCHOOI 

slinoe tne Grammar '"ohool ,tot of 1807 had granted 

a s^oondary school to every District in the province, the 

District of Batharst, soon after it w$s created in 1823, 

opened its Grammar School in Perth. Just where this 

earliest school wae located is difficult to learn. All 

available reports speak of the school at a later date. 

One thing, however, is certaia. The school whioh came to 

be known as the District Grammar School was located on 

Craig Street (now the highway to Smith's Falls) near 

Beckwith street. Oae map of Perth dated 1864 shows the 

location of the Grammar School by use of a small rectangle. 

An old hand-drawn map known as * A Bird's lye 7iew of Perth" 

and prepared by H. Brosiue*' in 1874 shows ti e Grammar School 

as a rather tnll rectangular building. Thi? achool is 

referred to in the Minutes of the Board of Uduoation as a 

dilapidated bulldln' in 1852. 

*>iaoe the school ceased to be used ap the County 

Grammar ^ohool In 18o2 due to the building in that year 

1. This map is on display in the Perth Museum. 
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of the Perth Public Sohool which ho ised both the grammar 

aad -che common schools, the origiaal District Sohool passed 

through several hands in the course of ^ few years. The 

records in the County Registry Office at Perth reveal that 

oa November 4, 1353, ( deed registered Kov. S3, 1853) the 

Mualolpal Council of the United Counties of LanarK and 

Renfrew traneferred to the Perth Board of Sohool Trustees 

this grammar sohool property, consisting of two rood and 
g 

ten poles, for the sum of £ 77, 10s. Oa June 21, 1362, 

(deed registered July ZBt 18fc»2,) the Board of School Trustees 

returaad the property ( 21 ejquar© poles) to tne Corporation 

of the United Counties of Laaark and Renfrew for $200. Oa 

November 22, l&Vo, the Crown transferred to the Board of 

Education of Perth 1 rood, 17/6 perches. This property pass­

ed from the hands of the Board of Education of Perth on 

February 1, 1877, when it was sold to Mr George Kerr, for 

tae sum of |230. This terminated the 3oard or Education's 

interest in the property,3 

2. 1 rood is 40 square pales or perches; 1 pole is 
bi yards. 

3. Takea from the Records of the County Re'-iptry 
Offioe, Perth. 
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The first available record of the Bathurst District 

Trustees comes ia their letter of request for His Sxcellenoy's 

approval of Mr R. ^lms as teacher, the latter having been 

recommended by the Reverend Dr. Strachan, This letter was 

dated Juae 10th, 1823, shortly after the District was created; 

It was eigaed by four of the trustees, J. Powell, H. Graham, 

M. Harris aad Win. Marshall*4 

la reply to this request a letter from the majority 

of the trustees of the Distriot of Johastown recommeads Mr. 

Sims to tae Lieutenant-Governor as a fit and discreet person 

for the said school. Aa Anglican in faith, Mr R. 1ms Is 

described as * an efficient teqcher though strict «nd some­

what severe," and as a gentleman in dress, habit, and speech.& 

However, in spite of the previous enquiry, a letter 

dated the 20th of August of the sane year, 1823, revealed 

the choice for Master, of the Bathurst Dlptriot Trustees. It 

read as follows; 

" We, the Trustees of the Bathurst D i s t r i c t School, have 
the honor most respec t fu l ly to recommaad for His Sxcellenoy, 
the Goveraor-Geaeral 's approval, the appointment of Mr 
John Stewart to the Mastership of the Public School of 
the D i s t r i c t , a gentleman whose at ta inments as a scholar 
and uaexceptlonable moral character w i l l qualif,/ him to 
f i l l the s i t u a t i o n " , 6 

4 . ———, Upper Canada Educational Papers . Ottawa, 
Public Arohives of Canada, 1797-18o7, no. 39. 

5 . Walter h* B e l l , The Development of the Ontario 
High Sohool, Toronto, Universi ty of Toronto Prepp, 1918,p. 38. 

6, — , Upper Canada 'gdusjfctlonal Papers , Ottawa, 
Publ ic Arohives of Canada, 1707-1867, no. 42. 
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Written while Mr Stewart was master in the District 

Grammar School, an old school return'' gives some information 

about the school at that time. Dated t, e 3let of December, 

1828 and signed by Mr Stewart himself, the report declared 

his date of appointmaat as principal of the Lathuret District 

Sohool to have been July 1st 1823, at a yearly salary of 

al 100, He reoeived no other allowance for his services. 

The average number of scholars for the year had bean treaty. 

Fees whioh had been eolleoted from these pupils for the year 

amounted to £. 30. Two of she first pupils to attend this 

sohool were ilamee Bell and William Moore. 

All that we know of Mr Stewart comes in a letter 

written by Michael Harris, the Chairman of the Board, on 

April 7, 1827; la this letter the latter gentleman admits 

that Mr Stewart was responsible, but that his teaching did 

aot meet with his [Ur Harris') approval. He further critized 

the indlfferenoe of the trustees anr? recommended that this 

difficulty might be overcome if trustees were appointed who 

had more children la the school. 

7,-^f-—,Upper Canada Educational Papers. Ottawa, 
Public Archives of Canada, 1797-1867, ao. 160. 

8. 0. Hodglns, Documentary History of Education in 
Upper Canada. Toronto, L«Kr^ameron, King's Printer, 19'0"3", 
Volume 3, p. 322. 

9. — —sUpper Oaaada 3duoatioaal Papers?, Ottawa, 
Public Archive* of Canada, 1797-1867, no. 99. 
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At one time the Reverend William Bell oritized Mr 

Stewart for not opening and olosins; the school with prayer, 

a criticism which called forth a most envenomed pamplet 

published sjyainst the miaieter. 

Mr John Stewart remained tie headmaster of the school 

uatll 18i55. A letter l 0 signed by the trustees and 

addressed to Lt. Col. Rowan at the Government 3<ouse, Toronto, 

stated, tnat on the bth of November, 1834, Mr tewart informed 

the trustees by letter, of his Intention to give up the 

charge of the school oa the 1st of July, 1830. The trustees' 

letter went on to ask His lixcelleney the Lieutenant Governor's 

approval of the appointment of Mr Wm. Kay, who was at the 

time officiating as assistant teacher, as the next master. 

Mr Kay continued as headmaster at the Bathurst District 

School for several y^ars. The state of the school and its 

curriculum is described as satisfactory. In the y-ar 1«38, 

31 pupils were in attendance. The USUM.1 branches were ^au^ht, 

as well as mathematics, euclid, the use or globes, and such 

authors as Cgesar, Otid, Sallust, Virgil, Cicero, and Horace. 

" A Report signed by the Honour'*bit? &m Morris stiter t<->nt 

the school is well conducted by Mr ISta Kay, who jives vt*ry 

10. Letter from Bathurst District Trustees to it. 
Col. Rowaa, Government House, Toronto, December lb, 1B34, 
ia Upper Canada Educational Papers, Ottawa , Jublic archives 
of Canada. 



ISARLY MA1T1R3 31 

general satisfaction to the trustees -is well as to tne parents 

The next teacher in the District School was Mr John 

Brown. Vr Brown reeeived tne usual payment of , 100 from 

the Govern'-e,tt; Offiee in 1M43-44. On August 4, 1847, the 

Reverend Mr Harris, the chairman of the Bathurst District 

Board of Education writes of John Rrown'e resignation as 

teacher of the District Gohoo ,. 

On August 10, 1»47, a majority of the Trustees for 

the District nornix-ated Mr James Mclatyre as master; a letter 

addressed to Mr Harris, Chairman of the loard, acknowledged 

12 

the appointment. * Mr Molntyre continued as Irinoipal of 

the County Grammar School uatll it was incorporated la the 

Perth Public School, which was in es.«e*iee, a union of the 

county ^r^mmar school and tne oom/.on school? of Perth. He 

became the headmaster there. The development of the union 

school will be dealt with in a later chapter. 

11. G. Hod^ins, ibid,. Volume 3, p. °3. The Honour­
able Wm. Morris was elected for the County of Lan,j ,-k in 1825, 
lb30 and 1835. In 1836 he was oiled to the Le'iel^tive 
Council; he war* Receiver Gener.il in 1844, and 'resident of 
the Executive Council in 1847. He di*d in 1058. 

12. , ISducatloaal Papers, Ott-iwq, Public 
Archives of Canada, Public Secretary'r Office, Canada West, 
1847, no. 17bl6, 

13. The property where the Perti1 Vublie "cf.ool has 
been located since 1B52, was* purchased on January 2Q,1U52, 
(deed registered March 4, 1852) from William C. Buell by 
the Boqrd of School Trustee- of Perth. This north e"pt half 
acre was bought lor J' 70. 

http://Gener.il
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A mere mention of historical f .cts may be interesting 

without being educational. As an example, a description of 

the early Grammar School and an outline of its successive 

masters may be of little value unless associated with the 

educational conditions o r the period throughout the province. 

A study of the main objectives of the school, xts supervision, 

administration, attendance, curriculum, as well as the general 

educational legislation under which it operated dow.i to 1840, 

may make our limited treatment of the Bathurst District 

School more meaningful and complete. 



CHAPTER V 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL : ROGirST* TO 1840 

To improve these ea-ly District iohools, established 

by the Act of 1807, and to meet with the adverse criticism 

they were receiving, an Amendment Act was? passed in 1819. 

This Act, although passed four year? before the Bathurst 

District School at Perth came into being, contained many 

clauses which must be understood before the "ohool's hist­

orical development can rightly be interpreted. The Act 

required that annual public examinations be held at all 

District "Schools and that annual reports* be sent to the 

Lieutenant-Governor, setting forth the attendance, the 

subjects taught, the number of eeholarn that had completed 

their education,aad any additional pertinent information. 

Ten poor children were to be admitted and educated gratis 

each year at each District School. To prevent tne increase 

of new schools tho Act provided tn*,t onl- r. 50 should be 

paid to any teacher subsequently appointed unless the number 

of scholars exceeded ten. In the Act no motion war m*de of 

buildings. 'Sach community was expected to provide Its own 

accommodations. These school regulations provided tne basic 

1, W. N. Bell, The Development of the Cntarlo High 
Sohool. Toronto , University of Toronto Press, 1918, p. 17. 



GRAJ.TUAR SCPOGL PROGRESS TC 1«40 34 

l e g i s l a t i o n under which the onrly Grammar Schools onera ted. 

With the c rea t ion of the General Board of Education 

In 1823 QMB9 oen t ra l control of eduoation. By i t Dr Strachan 

became v i r t u a l l y the Superintendent of Education for the 

Province. In 182o the Reverend Straohan reported tha t the 

eleven D i s t r i c t Publio Schools had an attendance of about 

300 youag men. He wanted to bave the D i s t r i c t Schools become 

t r u e nu r se r i e s ror the u n i v e r s i t y . As pres ident of the 

Board of Education he received a salary of t 300, The Board 

ceased to ex i s t In 1833 when i t s functions were -lven over 

to the Council of King 's Cwllege. 

In 1828 Dr Straohaa v i s i t e d the pohools nnd h i s 

o f f i c i a l repor t to Lieutenant-Governor Colborne in t ha t 

year presented the f i r s t re H a u l * view or the pchoolr bared 

on competent in spec t ion . He found attendance in pome schools 

very low, while in o thers i t was s a t i s f ac to ry and encouraging. 

The t o t a l at tendance was 372. He wap displeased to nee g i r l s 

in a t tendance . 

To crea te a g rea te r uniformity in the pvstem he out­

l ined a course of study which was as follows; 

(1) Latin and Greek which were given a place of foremost 
importance. 
(2) English, which included s p e l l i n g , w r i t i n g , composition, 
grammar, e locut ion , c i v i l snfl na tu ra l ni;>tory, anoient and 
modern geography, uee of globes, const ruct ion of maps. 
(3) Mathematics whioh soraprinsd a r t i m e t i c , bookkeeping, 
a lgebra , Suclid, tr igonometry, app l ica t ion to he ights 
and d i s t ances , survey lag , nav i^a t io^ , dinllin, '- , elfeme.itr 
of astronomy. 
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(4) French, which wag to be studied a f t e r four of f ive 
years of the course. 2 

Between the years 1828 and 1838 at tendance in the 

secondary schools ac tua l ly dropped from 372 to 3 l l f The 

l a r g e s t grammar sohoolr in t h i s province of 400,000 people 

only had t h i r t y - s i x pupi ls in a t tendaaoe. Conditions i n the 

schools were deplorable , and sohool bui ld ings were de lap ida ted . 

L i t t l e had been done t o make use of the Crown Lands' revenue 

for school bet terment . Curricula varied widely, although the 

more ambitious programmes (Niagara, Bathurs t , Core) aame most of 

the t r a d i t i o a a l school au thors . Few schools were allowing 

pup i l s to receive g ra tu i tous in s t ruc t ion mentioned in the law 

of 1819. So long as the oligarchy which control led the Clergy 

Reserves continued in office tne grammar schools failed to 

progress. 

In 1839, an Aot was passed to devote more money to 
4 

Upper Caaada College and to the Grammar Schools. It set 

aside 250,000 acres for the support of grammar schools. A 

grant of a 200 to :aoh district was authorized for the erect­

ion of build mars, provided an equal sum was* raised by the 

2. 0. Hod^lns, Documentary History of Eduoation in 
Upper Canada. Toronto, Klaĝ 's Printer, 1903, Volume 1, p. 110 
quoting Letters of Dr Ifrachan to Reverend A.1-1, Bethune. 

3.W. K. Bell, Development of thn Ontario High Sohool, 
Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1^18, p. 29 

4. Id., Ibid., p. 31. 
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municipality. The Council of King's College was empowered 

to control the land endowment and to make rules and regulat­

ions for tiie goverament of the aohouls. It permitted the 

erection of two additional (later four) grammar schools in 

each district, la aay town or village if the inhabitants 

provided a suitable school-house and a grant of i~ 1-0 each, 

If attendance was not below bO and the new school was at 

least six miles from the original District Sohool. Trustees 

came to nominate headmasters and to submit names with part­

iculars to the Council for the purpose of confirming the 

appointment, a duty formerly belonging to the Lieutenant-

Governor. Although this Act of lb39 was repealed as a whole 

by the Act of 1841 all of the provisioas of the former Act 

became law la the new Act except tnat the number of pupils 

accessary for an additional school in any District was reduced 

from 60 -BO 80, and the power of maKing sohool regulations 

was taiceu away from King's College Counoll and given to the 

trustees of the District Schools* 

This policy of co-operation between the Government and 

the local community was the rorerunner of many successful 

practices, such as payment of teacher^, supervision of the 

schools, and the erection aad equipment of buildings. How­

ever, before dealing with the detailed results of the new 

Aet, we will take a brief glance at the Bathurst District's 

common or elereei tnry rohools. 



CHAITW r*I 

I5ARLY GOWOh ':CFCOi ' 0? t IfHV AND DISTRICT 

Having followed the grammar sohool throughout the 

firft twenty years of ita existence, this thesis now purposes 

to traee tae progress of the early common schools of the 

District during tae same period. First, the early common 

schools of Perth and neighbouring villages will be discussed 

briefly; tae matter of this account coueerns primarily the 

names of tae early te&eaeva aad tae schools la whioh they 

taught, Tae teooad division provides a general outline of 

tae comma a ec&ools of tae rural Dletriet* Graphs and a 

number of firat-hand reports from Mstrict Superintendents 

aad laepeatora reveal tae development la education up to tae 

1840's. 

•ufiir oomm ^c^co^ in P,J,RTH 

Th" early eleraentrry cohools of Perth have passed 

from us without any very accurate account of t he i r existence 

and work having been recorded. At tae t i r e of the writing 

of the Dooumentary History of Education Sprinted in 1^03} 

by Dr» G. Hodglus, a oommittee was aaked to report on early 

eduoation la the Bathurst Dis t r ic t . This Committee consisted 

of Eis Boneur Jmdue Sinklwr. t** *T. »• Kellock, and Messieurs 
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R.J. Drummond (Chairma^), T. Cairns, and Charles Meighen. 

The information which they submitted has been recorded for 

posterity at different places in the early volume? of the 

Doeumentary History. The record is of great value IF it is 

the only permaaent one available. A few scattered accounts 

have been diseovered In the files of the Perth Courier. 

The earliest Perth Sohools were usually kept in a 

house. The record showe that in 1822 Mr Benjamin Tett opeaed 

a sohool la a house later owned by Mr Joha Rlddell on Herriot 

Street. la 1825 he changed his teaching headquarters to a 

house opposite to the Methodist Church, now on Gore street. 

From 1827 to 1832 Mr John Wllsoa, afterwards Judge Wilson, 

kept a private sohool in the Fraser House on Craig gtreet. 

He later conducted classes in a house on the Thompson property 

on Gere Street.1 

Some of theae early schools were taught by women. 

Betweea 1839 aad 1844 Mrs Wilson, wife of the minister of 

St Andrews Chureh, taught the leading ladies school in the 

building which is now the Methodist parsonage. The Misses 

Sinclair kept a ladies sohool on Druomond Street, opposite 

the resldeaoe of Mr William Feighen. This was a boarding 

aad day school and some of the ladies educated here came 

1. G. Hodgins, Documentary History of Education in 
Upper Canada. Toronto, 1903, Volumel, p. 230. 
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from as fa r as Toronto. On the oorner of Beckwith and Brook 

S t r e e t s was Mrs J ee sop ' s school . She taught music to the 

more advanced g i r l s . As they griduated from here they usually, 

ea tered Mr Morrison's sohool. 

Oae school whioh seems to have gained a r epu ta t ion 

for l e a r n i a g was located oa the oorner of Drummond and Herr io t 

S t r e e t s , the f i r s t corner eas t of Kel look 's store,*owned 

by Malcolm MoPhersoa. The teaoher to follow them was Duncan 

Morrison (afterwards the Reverend Duncan Morrison of Owen 

Sound). His sohool subsequently was removed to DPArcy 

s t r e e t where Walker's home was l a t e r b u i l t . 

This D,Arcy Stree t school was b u i l t about the Late 

t h i r t i e s , and about the year 1«40 was kaown as "The Old Stone 

School".** Robert Lees, who l a t e r became a Queea's? Council and 

prac t i sed law in Ottawa was the f i r s t t eache r . John McKay, 

son of Captain McKay succeeded him. Wm Somervllle aad Duncan 

Morrison were successive teachers in t h i s school which in 

the f o r t i e s became the West Ward Sohool. 

An aocouat of P e r t h ' s e a r l i e s t schools would be 

Incomplete without mention of the Old Red House, whioh i s 

• n t i t l e d to the d i s t i n c t i o n of being the oldes t and f i i iest 

2 . S.H. MeSathron, Per th Courier. Per th ,June 30,1905. 

3 . G. Hodgina, Documentary History of Education In 
Upper Canada, The King 's P r i n t e r , 1902*, Volume 3 , p . 322. 
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built house in the Perth Settlement. It was built in 1815. 

The story is told that the Duke of Richmond was stopping at 

the house at the time the matter of tne colour which the house 

was to be painted came under discussion. He is reported to 

have said, "Mrs. Adamson, paint your house red, and you will 

never have to paint it again". The colour, from which the ; 

house received its name stood the weather for over forty 

years. This house served as public house, court house, 

church, printing office, public hall, ballroom and school-

house. 

The only reference made to the separate school of 

this early period is found in an account of Mr. Donald Frazer 

to the Perth Courier in June of 1905.6 Mr Frazer states that' 

when he left Mrs. Jessop's school he transferred to the separate 

school, where Mr. Cruikshanl was his first teacher. He contin­

ues, to state that examination day at the school was a great 

day when parents and trustees came to see the pupils do their 

best. Mr. Mangan later took charge of the separate school. 

A petition dated July 19, 1843, and addressed to 

Sir Charles Metcalfe revealed the growing dissatisfaction 

4. Donald Frazer, Perth Courier, Perth, June 30,1905, 

5. Id., Ibid., 

6. f Record of frorepdin^s of Baflmrst. Dis t r ic t 
board of Education. Perth, Unseum, 1BA? . "~—:— 
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with the present educational system in Perth. The petition 

came from the Common Sohool Commissioners of the Township of 

Drummond with Francis Allen as rchairman. The petition asked 

for a grant of land on which to blild a schoolhouse. The 

preferred site was on Market Block on Cockburn Island in the 

Town of Perth. If this request were granted, School Districts 

Number 0ae and Two in Perth were to be united into one sohool 

district. The funds to erect the school were to come from 

various sources including subscriptions, and the estimated 

total was i' 254, 10s. la conclusion the petitioners apologet­

ically stated that they were " actuated solely by the desire 

of improving the system of education among them, which is at 

present at a very low ebb". 

About the year 1845 Messieurs Murdook McDonnell and 

W. 0. Buell were prominently active in promoting a union of 

schools in the town of Perth. The private and public sohools 

were turned into Ward "School? under the supervision of one 

local board of trustees. The West Ward Sohool, formerly 

"The Old Stone School" was on D'Arcy Street, the Centre Ward 

Sohool was on the corner of Drummond and Herriot Streets and 

the Blast Ward Sohool was on Brock street eastward from Cox's 

corner. The next step the trustees took was the concentration 

7 
into one building of all these schools. This will be 

" i ' " i " '• " ' 

7. G. Hodgins, ibid., Volume 5, p. 283. 
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discussed la a later chapter. 

Educational conditions and developments in the other 

villages of the Bathurst District were quite similar to those 

la Perth. Private schools were quite plentiful. These were 

Often conducted ia upstair rooms in small houses, or in 

almost any accommodation that could be found. Ladles boarding 

sohools were also common. 

Ia the village of 3mith's Falls the pioneer school 

was established as a private enterprise by Jesse MoIntyre ia 

his own house on Lot £0 concession2, ia 1803. Some years 

later the first school house was erected on Lot 24 of the 

same concession. 

It was not, however, until the Hideaji Caaal opeaed 

for traffic ia 1832 that the population oarae to exceed two 

auadred. With the coming of Irish and Scottah Immigrants 

Smith's Falls was included in s.s, Ko.l, North Kinsley, for 

sohool purposes. But as this was three miles from Smith's 

Falls maay private schools spr-mg up and were well patronized. 

The first private school for whioh there is any record 

was taught in 1831 by Miss Francis S. Bartlett, afterwards 

Mrs Kilborn, la an upper room of the house occupied by Mr R. 

W, Bartlett. The same lady later taught in a small house on 

8, — — - , Illustrated Atlas ox the Dominion of 
Canada, History Sketch of Lanark, I published about 1880),p. 6. 
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Main s t r e e t , aext to Bar ton ' s Store , and again in 1838 in a 

house on the oorner of Beckwith and William i t r e e t s . 

Other sonools in the meantime had followed. One 

was in the Lumbar House on the s i t e of Mrs Caswell 's res idence 

on Main S t r e e t , taught by a man whose aame i s now forgot ten . 

He was followed in the same room by Mr Lane; and he in turn 

by Miss Jessup, the l a t t e r bein? a Boarding and Day Sohool, 

The School D i s t r i c t having been divided by t h i s tlrr.e, 

a Publ ic Sohool was opened; and there were in succession Mr 

MacPherson, who taught in a room in Dodd's Building, Beckwith 

S t r e e t ; Mr Nelson, l a a small house oa William sltreet; Mr 

Crookshanle l a the Dodd's Building, aad Mr Nel l Dunbar, in a 

room over Mr Matthew Wilson's harness shop; Mr Finney taught 

school in a house now occupied by Mr D.O. Healy on Water 
q 

Street, aad Mr Hines in the McNulty House on Market Street. 

The first sohool in Carleton Place was constructed 

about 1825 an the road allowance between the two townships 

of Beckwith and Ramsay at the corner of what la now the main 

street of the village.1 It is described as an "unsightly 

log shanty". Mr Kent was the pioneer pedagogue of the plaoe. 

This same man had been the first teacher in Franktown about 

9. G. Hodgins, ibid.. Volume 2, p. 125. Quoting ilr 
Francis J. Frost of Smithes Falls. 

10. — — - , Illustrated Atlas of the Dominion of Canada. 
(about IttHO), p. 8. 



SARLY COMMON SCHOOLS IN ?BRTH AhD DI'TTiUCT 44 

a y e a r e a r l i e r . Lot 24 , Concession 6, c la ims t h e d l o t i n o t i o n 

of hav ing been t h e s i t s of the f i r s t school house i n the 

township sou th of Car le ton P l a c e . The schoo l was e r e c t e d 

he re i n 1824 aad James L e s l i e was the r i r s t t e a c h e r . James 

Connery was the r i r s t t e i o h e r i a Pakenham.*1 A man named 

Read took up the d u t i e s i n Richmond wi th the d i s t i n c t i o n of 

b e i n g the f i r s t t e a c h e r i n what i s now the County of C a r l e t o n , 

a t a s a l a r y of £ 50 pe r annum, paid by the Government. The 

expense a c c o u n t s of the s e t t l emen t i n d i c a t e t h a t from the 

25th of September, 1820, Stephen Enough succeeded to the 

eharfee, and when soon a f t e r Government a i d was withdrawn he 

con t inued , wi th t h e he lp of t h e s e t t l e r s , i n charge of the 

school a s b e s t he cound under the c o n d i t i o n s of t h e t i m e . 

His e a r l y dea th gave occas ion f o r the l e t Masonic f u n e r a l 

in the County. 12 

The f i r s t t e a c h e r i n the v i l l a g e of Lanark wap Robert 

Mason, to whose t e e c r l n g expe r i ences an e n t i r e c h a p t e r i s 

devoted f u r t h e r on. We s h a l l now t u r n to the r u r a l p a r t of 

t h e D i s t r i c t to view i t s e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r e s s . 

1 1 . , I l l u s t r a t e d Atlas of the Dominion of 
Canada, (about lb80) , p . 8 . 

12. A. Haydou, Pioneer Sketches i a the D i s t r i c t of 
Bathurs t . Toronto, Ryereon Press , 1925, p . 67. 
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•JARLY COMTON SCHOOLS TMOUGHnifT TH'S DISTRICT 

Leaving the towns for the r u r a l p a r t s of the D i s t r i c t , 

we f ind t h a t many a r o a c were being served a? e a r l y a s 1831 . 
I 

An old report of the common schools in the District of Bathurst 

reveals that 47 claesroons were in operation in that year. 

Among this number of teachers there wez-e two women. Each 

teacher was teaching approximately 25 pupils. The complete 

return reveals the names of the teachers, the township in 

which each taught and the number of boys and ^irls in each 

sohool. As this was signed by the Reverend Michael Harris, 

the chairman of the District Board of Education, it was with­

out doubt the complete return of the dommon Schools in the 
14 

district that year. It does show that the number of schools 

had Increased rapidly since the firpt settlers had arrived 

about 1820. 

The two graphs on the following page serve to demon­

strate the increase in the number of pupils who attended school 

and the almost parallel growth in the number of schools that 

were opened during the 20's and early oO'a, of the 19th century. 

In the late 30's «*ad throughout the 40's the number of schools 

13. --——•-, Return of tho Common Sohools in the 
Diatrlot of Bathurst, Ottawa, Public Archives of Canada 
Slept. U , 1831, Mo. 345. 

14. See Appendix, p. 124—1£5. 
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INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF COMMON SCHOOLS IN THE 
BATHURST DISTRICT (1827-1848) 

No. of schools. 
/&6 

t i e 

Z° 

4o 

INCREASE IN ATTENDANCE Ari" THE DISTRICT OF BATHURST'S 
COMMON SCHOOLSt(1827-1848) 

Pupils in attendance. 
£000 

4«ei> 

3006 
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that were opeaed failed to Keep pace with the increasing 

attendance. 

Aa early report oa the state of the Common sohools 

la the Bathurst District emphasizes the need for trained 

teachers. The Reverend Alexander J'ann, M.A. rupor intend on t 

of Schools ia the Bathurst District stated that in the year 

1645-46 several townships bed no tesc'ier at all. Lack of 

traiaia« facilities, Lao* of moaey to finance teachwr-traiaiag 

eoiools, «nd need for tne awakening thy educational conscious-

aess areoag the people wera the reason?; for nig discouragement 

over the poorly trained teachers. He had even opened a private 

school at his own expenoe to improve teachers but as he did 

aot meet with proper encouragement, he was obliged to relief-
15 

uiah his purpose. 

The Reverend Jamen J?a«f field, the Bathurst District 

Sonool Superintendent from 1846 on, reported a favourable 

progress ia the schools during his superi^tendency, i'he 

number o* school? open at tnat time varied from 116 to ISO. 

The number of pupils varied rrom 46o2 ia 184/ to 492U in 1848. 

Of tae 120 schools 114 were in build in.:,*? oo.^cruc^^d f c the 

purpose. In 184u, 10 new sohoolhouves were built. 

There w^s nothing d<;i'initfc dec: muforas about teacher*s 

la. \i9 Hodglne, Ibid.. Volume b, p. 2S7. 
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qualifications. Only 40 had received certificates from the 

district Superintendent while 88 had been granted certificates 

from Common School Visitors. The Act of 1846 had authorized 

any two School Visitors to give Certificate!? of Qualification 

to teachers. 

In 1850 the report ig submitted for Laaarfc County. 

In thac year there were 102 teachers, 89 male and 13 female. 

Of these, four male teachers toad beea trained at Normal School. 

Of the 9 6 Softools in operation 14 were reported as first class, 

41 as second class, 3b as third class, an* 5 as Free Schools. 

Of the 102 teachers, 38 belonged to tne Church of Sa^land, 

Q to -cho Church of Rome, 42 to the Presbyterian Church, 11 to 

the Methodist, 4 to tne Baptist, 1 to the Congregational 

Church, 1 Protestant and B to other denominations. Of the 

schools 8S ware of lo^, 7 of frame and 4 of stone construction. 

The averts salaries were a? follows: i' 36, 9s for a Kale 

Teacher with board; ~ 2S. 13s bd for a Female Teacher j-'itn 

board; .- 40. ba» 4d for a Male Teiorer without board; v. 29. 

for a Female Teacher without board. Free school? were reported 

in several sections. 

From these facts and figures on the school development 

in the District of Bathurst, it is readily discernible that 

expansion is taking place at a fairly consistent rate. Schools 

are multiplying, in proportion to th^ inoivi-un- in pchool 
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a t tendance . In eorae place.? free "jcnoolf *-;;•«.? taking preoeftehce 

over the ur tva te school-?. Special bu:'.!'5!n.>.-" or" Jning provided 

for the purpose,and the s a l a r i e s of t c a c t o r s -.re improving 

cons iderab le . All in a l l , the educational s t a t u s of tae 

D i s t r i c t i s raaxlng dof in i t e s t r i d e s . 

Having completed a short resume of the h i s t o r i c a l 

development in the f ie ld of el-meat;: ry -̂ d .•.cation within *he 

D i s t r i c t of Bathurs t , to 1340, we s;;nll now g-it -. plctur..- of 

general educat ional developments elsewhere in the province . 

This w i l l eaaDle tne r - ade r to POO now conditions in edusat loa 

throughout the jrovinca compared with e d u c t i o n m the Bathurst 

D i s t r i c t . I t w i l l a lso nuppleaent the l imited information 

ava i l ab l e ?.nd helr> to in te rp re t the condit ions in the Dlp t r l c t 

under d i scuss ion . 
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Common School education befor- 1840 did show progress , 

but i t was slow since tnany handicaps in te r fe red with i t s 

development, Buildings and equipment were p r i m i t i v e . Texts 

w*»re scarce and expensive. At ten^^ce remained low f>ad opera t ­

ing cos ts high. Bad roads , a sparse populat ion -tad inadequately 

t r a ined teachers worked together to mnfce progree? ertremely 

uanat i sfnot ory• 

F i r s t , the sohool houses were not oondulglve to a 

very advaaced l eve l of education. The interior** were swell 

and the e e i l i a g s were low. They were poorly l ighted and were 

without v e a t i l a t i o n . The f loors were made of rough pin* 

boards l a id scnao distance? apart 30 as to leavs wide oracles 

between. The sea t s whioh were made of pin? board? roughly 

planed >»nd rudely put toge ther , w»re arrr^r^ed arcund t i c 

roose on three s ide s . Thes-? eetats ha" no support for tVe back. 

The bays sat along OPS nlde of the roots, whilrc t]-e rfrlg-sat 

alon^ the o ther . \cros« the end of the room s^t t> e l a rge r 

boys and gifcle* The stove eat i a the open space botween. 

At the end of the room >nrl f.ici'iu; t'.ie door vn-? t) * t ^ a c h s r s ' s 

doeic. t h i s was a t y p i c a l one-room school about the year 1840. 
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Up to this time sohool texts had been by no means 

uniform. 

"Of books there was a great variety, home and foreign; 
several of them from the United States. The teaching 
of these books was decidedly anti-British. Pupils brought 
to school such books as they chose to use, rendering 
classification impossible; eonsequeutly Individual teach­
ing was the rule,l The books in common use were Murray's 
Grammar, Murray's English Reader, Walker's Dictionajy, 
Goldsmith's and Morse's Geography, Mavor's Spelling Book, 
aad falkiagame's and Adam's Arithmetic".2 

The people themselves in those early years were 

merely Iftkewarm toward their eduoational progress. Satisfied 

with some knowledge of the three R's, they failed to appreciate 

the potency of the educational system in the life of their 

youag province. Most of the country youth who could maaage 

to get to school at all were content if they learned to read 

and write, and to learn arithmetic as far as the Rule of „fhree. 

However, even a limited eduoation such as this was difficult 

to obtain. 

The teachers themselves were of a very inferior quality 

prior to 1840. Most of the comrnoa schools were staffed by 

persons of poor scholarship, doubtfulimorals and unstable 

character and temperament. One writer speaks of the teachers 

in the following manner: "Forced into teaching from physical, 

1. G. Hodgias, Pooumeatary History of Eduoation In 
Upper Canada, Toronto, King's Printer, 1903, Volume 5, p. 276. 

2. C. Halght, Country Life in Canada Fifty Years Ago. 
Toronto, Hunter, Rose and Co., 1885, p. 158. 
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o e a t a l or moral d i s a b i l i t i e s , they were not the type of c i t i z e n 

t o t r a i n the youag*,*5 Dr. Duacombe described the ten oners as 

the "lame and laay" and re^rfftted tha t tescrlnf-; w.o not yet 

"a rep-alar nnd respectable business"• Mr Sa l t e r Rldde l l , 

the fa the r of Mr Jus t i ce Rlddel l i s quited as say l ag , B I t was 

d i f f i c u l t to ob ta i a teaoaers of any kind, t-nd those ohosen 

were general ly men who were uaat-le or unwil l ing to do aay 

other kind of work".6 This was about 1823. The Reverend 

Wtt. Be l l of Perth described the teachers of 1«32 as follows: 

"Oa the f i r s t of July , I went over to the Court Rouse to 
observe proceeding* of the Board of Education. I t was 
p leas ing to observe tha t a l l the teachers were now decently 
oft©thed, whioh they were not a few -'ears ago, when pome 
or them were not only r*u?ged in t h e i r drens, but in 
l a s t a a c e s , without shoes and stocKiags. I myself saw 
some of them in t h i s s t a t e ten years ago, at tending the 
Board of Education. ' H i l l , however, some fof them are 
s t raage- lookiag creature*- to be entrusted with the educat­
ion of tne r i s i n g generat ion, .'some of the app l ican t s 
were re jec ted fceoause they could ae i the r r^ad nor s p e l l 
proper ly , nor wri te l e g i b l y . Trus tees , i t seems, were 
sometii ee appointed, who could themselves ne i the r r*ad, 
nor wr i te l eg ib ly" .6 

3 . A. Haydon, Ploaeer Sketches l a the D i s t r i c t of 
Ba thurs t . Toronto, Ryarson Press , 1925) p.is: 

4 . G. Hodgins, i b i d . . Volume 2, p . 5 1 . 

5 . W. I . Smith, The Pioneers of Old Ontar io , Toronto, 
Gworge N. Morang, 1*23, p . 32. ' " 

G, ——- f Perth Cour ier .Per th . 1934, takea from the 
diary of the Reveread William B e l l . 
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Maay of the common sohools were taught by fore igners 

before 1840, and muoh of the teaching was a a t i - B r l t l o a . Dr. 

Thomas Rolph speaks of the school about 1832 thus : 

" I t i s r e a l l y raelaacholy to t raverse the Province aad go 
i a to many of the common schools; you w i l l find a brood of 
ch i ld ren , ins t ruc ted by some An t i -Br i t i sh adventurer , 
i n s t i l l i n g in to the youn# and tender minds sentiments 
h o s t i l e to the parent S ta te ; fa l se accounts of the l a e 
war in whioh Great Br i t a in was engaged with the United 
S ta t e s ; geography s e t t i n g fo r th New York, Phi lade lphia , 
Boston, e t c . , as the l a rges t and f ines t c i t i e s in the 
world; h i s t o r i c a l reading books desorlbiag the American 
population as the most free and enlightened under heaven, 
i n s i s t i n g on the super io r i ty of t h e i r laws and I n s t i t u t i o n s 
to those of a l l the world, in defiance ftf the agrar ian 
outrage;? and mob supremacy dally witnessed aad lamented; 
aad American spel l ing books, d i c t i o n a r i e s , and grammars, 
teechlag them an Ant i -Br i t i sh d i a l ec t and idiom, although 
l i v i n g in a B r i t i s h Province and oeing subjects to the 
B r i t i s h Crown".? 

Oae of the reasons why teaching did not a t t r a c t ambit­

ious Canadians was the meagre and uncer ta in s a l a r i e s . The 

Lieutenant-Governor, in h is Speech from the Throne on opening 

the House in January, 1830, said in par t as follow; 

"Dispersed as the population i s over an extensive t e r r i t o r y , 
a genera l eff iciency in the comiaon schools cannot be expected, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y whi ls t the s a l a r i e s of the masters w i l l not „ 
admit of t h e i r devoting t he i r whole time to t h e i r profession"? 

Most of the early publ ic sohools in the d i s t r i c t were conducted 

by e x - s o l d i e r s , who received about $100. a year , usual ly pay-

7. C. Haight, Country l i f e ia Canada Fif ty Years Ago. 
Toroato, Huater, Rose aad Co., 1885, p . 158. 

8 . I d . , i b i d . , p . 15b. 
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able l a wheat, aad who boarded with the scho la r s ' fami l ies 

i a t u r a , free of charge. 5arly teao! er^ «ere sometimes 

J a a i t o r s and even helped to out the winter supply o'1 wood. 

These u n a t t r o t ive oondltionp fa i l ed to a t t r a c t the school­

masters who made the Grammar Johools e f f e c t i v e . 

To understand the cau<*e for the u n a t t r a c t i v e s a l a r i e s 

i t i s aecess , -y to re turn to the Aot of 181c. This Act, 

which made possible the es tab l i sh ing of common schools, did 

a t the same time , rovlde for an annual grant of £ 0000 in 

t h e i r a i d . This sum was d i s t r ibu ted among the ten D i s t r i c t s , 

and was t o be devoted to the payment of t e ache r s ' s a l a r i e s . 

The allotment to each school depended upoa the number of 

pupils en ro l l ed . The minimum grant to any one teacher from 

t h i s fund was to be 3 S^. In 1880 the t o t a l grant was reduced 

to £ 2500; as a r e s u l t t e ache r s ' wages were lowered to a out 

75 cents a day. The remainder of the t o c h e r ' s salary ccie 

from pupi l feen or subsc r lp t l oa s . The charge which was never 

l e s s than two d o l l a r s per quar te r for enon child «ent to 

school, war? trade t o tt e p a r e a t s . J.W. Poole, a teacher in 

SectioaWumber 3 , Township of Beckwith, County of Lanark, in 

1843 reported as fol lows: 

"The sohool w-ie supported by subscr ip t ions of those send­
ing pupi l s ,—--each household paylag in proport ion to the 
number in the family to be educated, supplemented by a 
small Government Graat . The school which I taught was. 
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I t h l a k f a i r l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t n e schoo l s i n t h s t and 
i a o t h e r c o u n t i e s at. t h a t t i r e " . 9 

Because the sa lar ies* were so low nnd so u n c e r t a i n , few n a t i v e -

born t e a c h e r s en te red t i e v o c a t i o n and those who did f a i l e d 

to remain fo r l o n g . 

However, low s a l a r i e s nnd poor l l v i n \ c o n d i t i o n s were 

not t h e only u n a t t r a c t i v e f e a t u r e s i n t e a c h i n g . The t e a c h e r ' s 

u n c e r t a i n t e n u r e of o f f i c e provided a c o n s t a n t source of 

10 wor ry . He could be engaged and dismissed by the t r u s t e e s . 

The f ao t t n a t a d i s m i s s a l had to he r a t i f i e d degenera ted to 

a mere f o r m a l i t y . Although some t e a c h e r s did enjoy long te rms 

of employment the m a j o r i t y l i v e d In c o n s t a n t f e a r of d i s m i s s a l . 

Wandering t e a c h e r s were not uncommon i n those e a r l y 

d a y s . Many were c h a r l a t a n s ; o t h e r s were p r a c t i c a l e d u c a t o r s . 

They remained xor days >Uid weefcp in ?. l o c a l i t . ; t e a c h i u ? a l l 

who would pay t h e i r f ee* They brought e d u c a t i o n to the more 

remote d i s t r i c t s whioh would have o t h e r w i s e r eee ived no 

e d u c a t i o n a l p r i v i l e g e s . ^ 

The academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s of Common lohool Teaohere 

v a r i e d w ide ly , lome had a sound secondary e d u c a t i o n ; t he v a s t 

ma jo r i t y could merely r e a d , w r i t e *.nd " f i g g e r " w e l l enough to 

9 . G. Hodglns, i b i d . , Volume 5, p . 276, quo t ing J .W.Poo le . 

1 0 . J . G , A l t a o u s e , The Qa t a r !o Teacher , l u a p u b l i s h e d 
t h e s i s ) , T o r o a t o , O a t a r i o College of Educat ion , 1929, p . 1 4 . 

1 1 . I d . , i b i d . , p . 1 7 . 
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satisfy the trustees.1,2 The day for a definitely prescribed 

aeademie preparation had aot yet arrived. 

The iaferior quality of the teaohing in the Common 

Sohools was early a source of aaxiety to serious and public 

spirited citizens. Keeping undosirablea out of the schools 

was the first step. As early as 1799 13 the state sought to 

have teachers certificated, after examination, by one of the 

Commissioners. After 1824, the District Board issued a cert­

ificate to teachers, after passing aa examination; between 

1816 aad 1824 la order to share in the grants, the teacher 

had xo hold a oertifloate of & month's successful experience 

la the sohool. This purely looal certificate issued by those 

flaaaolaUy interested in the success of the teacher in secur­

ing a certificate depended upon the Judgment of a body scarcely 

capable of Judging. 

In 183b the plan of certification was changed by 

placing the issuiag of cortifioatee in uhe hands of an elect­

ed Distrlot Inspector in each Township. It required each 

teacher to hold "a certificate of Qualification dated within 

oae year, from the laspectors of the Common Schools for the 

1£, J.ft. Althouse, The Ontario Teacher, (unpublished 
thesis), Toronto, Ontario College of 'duor.tion, 1989,p. 17. 

13.ft, Hodgins, Documentary History of Education for 
Upper Caaada. Warwick, 1903,toluene 1, p. 33. " 
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Town ship i a whioh he s h a l l be employ e d " . 1 4 A repor t for 1843 

read in par t as follows: "The exaraiaation of teachers and 

inspect ion of sohools wore conducted o ra l ly by Commissioners 

appointed by the Township Counci l? . 1 6 

"oca, however, aegat ive measures revealed t h e i r l a -

adequaoy. * g r ea t e r s t a t e aid was aeeded to a t t r a c t competent 

t e sohero . The s e t t l e r s oould not afford to pay heavier t a x e s . 

The l e g i s l a t u r e had no surplus revenue. The Crown lands were 

alone a v a i l a b l e . In lbSl the Assemble demanded tha t 1,000,000 

acres of the Reserve? should be devoted to the Common 'schools; 

the demand was repeated in 1888 and ia 1«39 , 1 6 but the uaioa 

of the two Oaaadas forced educational mat ters in to the back-

grauad. 

JNext in 18159, c«me the proposal from Dr. Bunoombe 

tha t a Koreial School sr.ould be i n s t i t u t e d for the eduoation 

of t eache r s , A Cosunisslon on Education su;>> ested t h a t a 

Normal Sohool be organised in Toronto , 1 " the graduate:? of 

whion should be examined by the Provincia l ioard of Education 

oa the reaommendatloa of the Normal School m^rt^r . 

14#0. Hodgins, i b i d . . Volume S, p . 311 . 

15 . I d . . i b i d . , ?olumo 5, p . 2Vbt Report by J .w . roo l e . 

16. J . 0 . Althouse, The Ontario Teacher, iunpublished 
t h e s i s ) , Toronto, Ontario G o l l e ^ of Sduestloa, p.EP. 

17. I d . , i b i d . , p . 84. 
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The growing ooi.viction t h a t spec ia l t r a i n i n g would help solve 

the problem of teachers in Upper Canada was f e l t by leading 

educators and tne publio a l i k e . 

In 1843 the Model School for eaoh Township was sub­

s t i t u t e d for the proposed formal School.1** Similar hl/dner-

grade Model Schools mi ^ht be es tabl i shed in eacn county to 

be determined by l o c a l option i a the munic ipa l i ty . These 

Model Schools were slow to get the support of e i t he r the 

populace or the Legis la ture and declined af te r Ryerson's 

appointmeat. 

I a or about the year 1840 i t i s evident tha t men 

f a r outfcurnbered women as teachers in the schools of t ha t 

t ime . 1 ^ Dise ip l iae was severe, pioneer manners rough, and 

boarding customs such as to make teaching u n a t t r a c t i v e to 

women. 

Soon a f te r 1840 condit ions m th« teaching vocation 

began to loo* a l i t t l e more promising. In the f i r s t place 

people were becoming mora conscious of the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of 

education, and few believed tha t i t would nave an;,- bad e f f e c t s . 

The t e ache r s , the majority of whom were Br i t i sh -born were bo-

g laa iag to mould tha t "sound B r i t i s h fee l ing which has grown 

18 . J* G. Althouse, lbld.fr p.2b 

19. I d . , i b i d . , p . 30. 

http://lbld.fr
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Pu with the growth and strengthened with the s t r e a g t h " . More 

Canadians were coming to enter the ava i lab le teaching p o s t s , 

even i f th y did not remain for long. In some places young 

men would engage to teach for three of four months in the 

winter and re tu rn to the f i e l d s la the spr ing . The vas t 

majori ty of the commoa sohool teaohers had simply an element­

ary sohool t r a i n i n g . Yet the almost i l l i t e r a t e teaciter of an 

e a r l i e r age had almost disappeared, and those whose sole 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n was lameness were a lso ra re . -^ 1 Wages were not 

very high, but t eachers had the advantage of being paid for 

the most p a r t in currency, whereas the labourer was paid In 

kind. All i n a l l , the 1840'g brought a great impetus to 

educat ional swareness and progress . Before leaving th i s ear ly 

per iod, we s h a l l discuss one of the D i s t r i c t ' s e a r l i e s t 

t eache r s , Robert Mason, who t y p i f i e s in many reppeets education 

before 1840. 

2Q.6. Hodgins, i b i d . , Volume 1 1 , p . 27. 

2 1 . J . (*. t l thouse , i b i d . , p . 3 1 . 
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ROBERT MASON - A PIONEER TEACHER 

Aa account of the ear ly eduoat ioaal development in 

the D i s t r i c t of Bathurst would be incomplete and lacking in 

l o c a l colour without some meation of the v i l l a g e of Lanark's 

e a r l i e s t dominie, Robert Mason. 

This Scotsman was sent out by the Imperial Government 

l a 1821 with the f i r s t band of immigrants (Pais ley Weavers), 

to s e t t l e in t ha t p a r t of Upper Canada north of the "Rideau 

Settlement11. By March, 1822, he had begun his teaching du t i es 

in h i s f i r s t log sohoolhouse which was p las te red with cedar 

moss and goofed with basswood boughs* Here and in a l a t e r 

stone house i a t h e v i l l a g e of Lanark he "taught and thrashed 

for t h i r t y y e a r s " . 

The condit ions under which he came to Upper Canada 

take us back to the publ ic p r i n t s which were posted in Scot­

land before the s e t t l e r s of 1821 l e f t the homeland. These 

p r i n t s contained no t i ces of grants to be provided by the 

Government for a Minister and a school teacher . With the 

uaderstanding t h a t he was to r ece ive t h i s d i r e c t Government 

g ran t , Mr Mason came to the Lanark Settlement i n the D i s t r i c t 

1. J . Fraser , Shanty, Fores t , and River Life in the 
Backwoods of Canada. Montreal, J . L o t e l l and .Son, 1883,p. 286. 
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of B a t h u r s t . 

Before long , however, t h i s g r a n t to the t e a c h e r s was 

g r e a t l y r e d u c e d . An A b s t r a c t of the D l s t r l b u t i o a of t h e 

Ooverameat a l lowance fo r the oommoa sohools l a t h e D i s t r i c t 

of B a t h u r s t 2 reve&ls t h a t Mr Robert Mason only r e c e i v e d a 

s a l a r y of £ 10 , l b s , 4$d, t h e same ap t h a t of a l l t h e o t h e r 

common school t e a c h e r s i a the B a t h u r s t D i s t r i c t , for the 

pe r iod commencing Ju ly 1 , 1822, aad ending Jane 20 , 1824. 

Mr Masca, d i s s a t i s f i e d wi th t h i s reduced g r a n t , wrote a l e t t e r 

oa June 2 7 , 1 8 2 5 , 2 from t h e Laaark "e t t l emen t to the Right 

Honourable , t he 2a r l of B a t h u r s t , oae of His M a j e s t y ' s p r i n c ­

i p a l S a o r e t a r i e s of S t a t e . I t read as f o l l o w s : 

The p e t i t i o n of Robert Mason, to>oner a t the v i l l a g e 
of Lanark i n Upper Canada, humbly sheweth t h a t your 
p e t i t i o a e r emigrated t o Caaada i n 1821 as a Member of one 
of t h e s o c i e t i e s , appo in ted schoolmas te r i n tn<* Lanark 
M i l i t a r y S e t t l e m e n t ; wi th a s a l a ry from tie Government, 
a s had been g ran ted t o the s e t M e r s *no wert p laced i n 
t h e P e r t h Se t t lement i n 1817. 

That i n consequence or the s'vruuj pe^oramndnt ions 
t r a n s m i t t e d i n hi.? favour , from I r o f e s g o r J a r d i n e and 
o t h e r geat lcr .^ : : , to t h e Tarl of Halnot a i ^ , your p e t i t i o n e r 
war appo in ted sohool®; s s t e r in the V i l l a g e of LaaarK by 
h i ? L o r d s h i p , wi th a s a l n r y of * vO a y e a r , in* tl.s ISth 
of Feb rua ry , 1822. 

That a s your p y t i t i o n e r was luontcd 4 tu i les d i s t a n t 
i n the coun t ry , he found i t neces sa ry in o r d e r to h i s 
doing J u s t i c e to h i s p u p i l e , to nsive n c . r t i e v i l l a g e , 
aad hav ing ob ta ined l enve t o purchase a 25 a c r e l o t from 

2 . This A b s t r a c t I s >iven i n f u l l oa page 123 of 
the Appendix. 

3 . — — — , Upper Canada g d a o a t l o a a l P a y e r ? . Ottawa 
P u b l l e Archives of Caaada, i '125, No. 69 , 
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a person who left the settlement, he removed to it, 
intending to devote all his atteatloa to the duties of 
ais situation IXaaark Towaship Concession 2, Lot 10, 
25 acres). 

That your petitioner had given up his farm and taicen 
other steps, wnloh had involved him in pecuniary difficult­
ies, under the understanding that his Salary would have 
been continued for some years, but to his mortification, 
it was discontinued 24th December, 192«3» 

Tnat your petitioner still continues as a teaoher in 
tae Settlement, but ae finds from the poverty of the 
settlers, at present, that there is not t» prospect of 
any adequate remuneration for his laoours; and as he is 
entirely without any other support, he hopes your Lord­
ship will take ala ease into your consideration aad graat 
the same allowance that is given to Mr Holliday, Teacher 
to tae Scotch Settlers at Perth, and you Petitioner shall 
ever pray. 

Whether or aot Mr Mason'» aalary was inereced as a result of 

thig letter is difficult to learn, but it is highly improbable. 

The graat provided for in the Act of 1816 did not make speolal 

provision for aay one teacher, regardless of need. One writer 

states that wwhen the patronage oi this Eome authorities was 

withdrawn, ̂ aoa-a continued to teach, his precarious salary 

coding from scholars' fees and a Government great of one 

dollar per pupil".4 When this statement if; considered in 

the light of tho Common ^oaool Report of 1U31 whioh shows 

that he taught Si pupils* his total Government- gr?<nt wmld 

be thirty-one dollars. This would ni-ow the* the gran t was 

aot iaoreased after his letter to Earl oi" Bathurst in 1>J25 

sinoe ia 1823-24 he had received .̂10, 15s, 4jd. 

4. J. Iraser, Shanty. Forest and River Life in the 
Baokwoods of Caaada. Montreal, J\ Lovell and 3oa, 1883, p.287. 
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Oae of Masoa's students describes his former "maister"; 

he was "a tall, gaunt, raw-blunted, beetle-browed r;cotchman 

who seldom smiled, and when he did, it was as if under protest 

from his firm and iron nature".6 He was the foroeful, tyrann­

ical type of ruler who liked to control like a despot. He 

was severe and absolute and during his long term of offloe 

accepted little counsel or interference from anyone. 

Perhaps this was the kind of disposition needed to 

maiatain disoipliae in those early days. It was -\ rugged 

generation, aad the pupils were usually ready for an.y action 

that would relieve the monotony of the drab classroom. 

Consequently the despotic ruler and the husky scholars 

often disagreed. The Reverend Fraser tells of Charles Mair 

and himsalf and their "feohte wi' the Maister".b To maintaia 

discipline the master used leather taws made out of hors>e 

traoe sliced into "tails'* and singed aad hardened in the fire 

to impart more sting. 

The schoolmaster was quite set in his ideas. He held 

to a theory that girls should not be taught arithmetic beyond 

a limited stage. The curriculum was restricted to reading, 

epelliag, writing and counting. 

5. J. Fraser, Shanty. Forest and River Life in the 
Backwoods of Canada. Montreal, J. Lovell and Son, 1883, p.287. 

6. Id., ibid., p. 288. 
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At any rate it is to be "counted unto niro for rlght-

7 
eousness", that he did succeed in making his country sohool 

a beaoon of learniag on tae concession lines. The old Scot­

tish virtues of order, restraiat and discipline, he instilled 

into a rugged generation. 

But Robert Mason was more than a village schoolmaster* 

He started one of the earliest public libraries ia Upper 

Caaada aad those who used it from 1«24 to 18°5 paid him six 

quarts of wheat each. 

He was also an elder in the Auld Kirk. During the 

period of the disruption he faced the fiery eloquence of a 

Free Church exponeat and kept the Lanark Kirk free from the 

intrusion of the new movement. The secessionists gained 

little ground in Laaark against dour, old Robert Fasoa. -'or 

3 or 4 years between tiw resigaation of !'r Kctlister and the 

coming of Reverend Frazer, there was a vacancy in the church, 

during which time "Mr Ma?on summoned the people sabbath after 

sabbath to church, and kept up a regular service, reading a 

sermon from some old Scotch worthy".*3 

Robert Mason war* typical of man;; of the best teachers 

of this early period in Upper Canada's history. He was more 

7. J.Fraser, ibid., p. 288. 

8. Id., ibid., p. 297. 
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than a teacher; he was a oommunity builder in the broadest 

sense of tne term. His ideas of pedagogy raay have been 

limited, but he wa? dauntless and courageous enough to face 

aay odds ia order to inculcate his ideas of learaiag to a 

rugged geaeratioa. Versatility nad qualities of leadership 

were also expected of the teacher in that early age. 

The aext twenty years saw many advances ma'e in 

eduoation. This was due ia large part to the work of Sgerton 

Ryerson. The next chapter will deal with educational legis­

lation passed during the next two decades, with implications 

as to its effects on school development in the District of 

Bathurst. 



CHAPTSR IX 

RY»3R!!0N AND ^DUCATIOKAI LEGISLATION DURING THS 1840'S 

The decade of the 1840's was one in whioh the educat­

iona l pulse began to beat more s t rong ly . This was in large 

pa r t a t t r i b u t a b l e to Sgerton Ryerson who, i a lb44, was appe la t ­

ed tae Superintendent of Eduoation for the province, By h i s 

l aoessaa t aad t i r e l e s s e f fo r t s t ae people became more coascious 

of the advaatages flf edusat loa. Maay school ac t s were passed 

during the decade; these had a great effect upoa the qua l i ty 

of eduoation. Ia order t h a t circumstances and conditions 

effect ing the school system i a the D i s t r i o t of Bathurst may 

be understood, t h i s chapter w i l l be devoted to sohool l e g i s ­

l a t i o n l a the province a f t e r Lord Durham's v i s i t and advice 

to the Canada9. 

In 1838, "Aa Aot to Provide for the Advancement of 

Sduoataoa" was passed. The Aot changed the o f f i c i a l design­

a t i o n from "Dis t r i c t Public School" to "Grammar School" 

although they had been known by t h i s l a t t e r t i t l e for a long 

t i n e . I t a lso set aeide 250,000 acres for the support of 

grammar schools . A graa t of t 200 to each d i s t r i c t was 

1 . G. Hodgins, jftoumentary History of Kduoatloa in 
Upper Canada. Toronto, King 's P r l a t e r , 1903, volume 3, p .170-171. 
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authorized to a s s i s t l a the ereot ion of bu i l d ings , provided 

aa equal sum was r a i sed by the munic ipa l i ty . This provis ioa 

led to l a t e r misuaderstaadlags which w i l l be mentioned in a 

l a t e r chapte r . This Act permitted the opealng of two a d d i t -

l o a a l grammar sohools ia each D i s t r i c t , i n any town or v i l l a g e 

i n whioh the inhab i t an t s provided a su i t ab le schoolhoure, 

aad a grant of t 100 each. The new sohool had to te a t l e a s t 

s ix mi les d i s tan t from the o r i g i n a l d i s t r i c t school , and the 

at tendance had to be I i x t y pup i l s . By the Act of 1841, whioh 

repealed the Aot of 1839 as a whole, a l l of these provis ions 

were re-enacted except that i t reduced the aumber of pup i l s 

accessary for aa add i t iona l school l a each D i s t r i c t from 60 

to £0. Ths minimum aumber of pupi ls required to Jus t i fy a 

new sohool was l a t e r changed from 50 to 30, and f i n a l l y from 

30 to 20. Aa a r e s u l t of t h i s provision which provided for 

the opening of a d d i t i o a a l grammar schools , the aurober of 

sohools lacreased from 13 in 1840 to 57 in I860. 

The Act of 1841 provided for a Superintendent of 

education. The Reverend Robert Murray, Presbyter ian mia le te r 

a t Oakvil le was f i r s t appointed to the p o s i t i o n , only to 

ree iga l a 1844 to accept the chai r of mathematics In King1 a 

College* The new o f f i c i a l was t h e Reverend Dr. I&jerton 

Ryerson, who, by the Aot of J.850 I s named Chief Superintendent 

of fduoation for Upper Canada. 
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Ryerson took off ice i a 1844. But evei- before t h i s 

t i r e he understood the deplorable s t a t e of eduoation i a the 

Proviaoe. He believed tha t education should commence with 

the Common School and terminate with the Ualvere i ty . He 

wanted the educat ional system to take the form of a ladder 

with uni ty and harmony throughout. I t should embrace a l l 

c l a s ses without respec t to r e l i g i o u s sect or p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 

He believed tha t the people could be made education ooasolous 

by the establishment of l i b r a r i e s and the exposi t ion of 

p r i a c i p l e s through publ lca t loas aad addresses* He openly 

stood as the ohampioa of the r i g h t s of the commoa people 

aad for equal oppor tun i t ies for a l l r e l i g i o u s denominations. 

Hence i t i s easy to understand how his a t t e n t i o n was almost 

e n t i r e l y di rected to the development of the common sohool. 

He wanted the common sohools to be f r ee , uaiverwal , and non-

sec t a r i an aad u a t i l t h i s ambition could be accomplished the 

grammar sohool was of l e s s e r ir portance aad the un ive r s i ty of 

l i t t l e Importance a t a l l . 

After Ryer son 's appointment he immediately se t out 

to i n v e s t i g a t e the school systems of Graat B r i t a i n , I r e l aad , 

France, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, New York and the New 

Eaglaad States* From Pruss ia he learned of t ra ined teachers 

aad a strong c e n t r a l adminis t ra t ion , in I re land he saw in 

the use of uniform t e x t s a successful so lu t ioa to the r e l i g i o u s 

problem, l a Massachusetts he was impressed by popularly 
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eleoted boards of t r u s t e e s . 

His *Report oa a system of Public Slementary I n s t r u c t -
2 ioa for Upper Canada", published In 1847, was made up in 

Large par t of Horace Manias Report and from r e p o r t s of eraiaeat 

UurOpean statesmen and educe t o r s . He bel ieved tha t much 

oould be borrowed from others i f what was borrowed waf? good 

and appropriated to Canadian aeods. He wished to see a 

system af un iversa l eduoation, provided for a l l and taught 

to a l l ; i t should be brought within the reach of the ©opt 

aeody and forced upon the a t t e n t i o n of the mo^t c a r e l e s s . 

He saw the aeed for knowledge required for tho s c i e n t i f i c 

pursu i t of meohaalos, ag r i cu l tu re and commerce nnd to a more 

l imited extent the f a c i l i t i e s for acquir ing t he hi, her eduoat­

ion of the learaed profess ions . 

He advocated a system of elementary i n s t ruc t i on 

embodying the teaching of the e s s e n t i a l t r u t h s of C h t l o t l a n l t y . 

He did not favor secular sohools or co l l eges . He believed 

t h a t r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n la mixed c lasses was p o s s i b l e , 

aad pointed out l a his Report how i t mlrht be conducted. 

He denounced dogma and seo ta r l aa teachiag ia the sohools . He 

wanted the recogni t ion of Chr i s t i an i ty ae t h e baai r of a l l 

l as t ruc t ion and t h e teadSaiag of as much of the Bibl" as oould 

2 . J.H* Putaaa, igertoaRyerson and Tduoatio^ In Uppei 
Canada, Toronto, $m. Brings, ivlfc, p . n o ""~~"~ 
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be givea without offending any sec ta r i an p re jud ices . 

The basis of instruct ion proposed in Lis Report was 

the th ree tf's,——reading, including spel l ia / r , f r i t i n g and 

' r l t h m e t l c . But he also included many a d d i t i o n a l s u b j e c t s , 

many of whir»h have been introduced only within the !$.<•>% 30 

y e a r s . He pleads for music, drawing, h i s to ry c i v i c s , geography, 

grammar, auraberwork, o r a l l n s t r u c t i o a , mental a r i t h m e t i c , 

nature study, experimental science, book-keeping, a g r i c u l t u r e , 

phys ica l t r a i n i n g , hygiene, and p o l i t i c a l economy, "" 

Be advocated the adoption or methods of t each ia" thea 

used in German schools and which lad been worked out by German 

ooholars based on the work o? Herbert , 7roebel , and other 

phi losophers . 

He recommended the teaching of h i s to ry through b i o ­

graphy be l iev lm ' tha t i t could be more eas i ly understood and 

appreciated than a study of na t ions , he believed every pupi l 

should know something of the poverament and i n s t i t u t i o n s and 

la^a under which he l lv^p and with whioh h i s r i g h t s and i n t e r ­

e s t s aro so c lose ly a l l i e d . 

The seaond pa r t of Ryerson^ Report of 1846 was wholly 

ooaoerned with the machinery of a %etem of Public momentary 

In s t ruc t ion for Upper Canada. Ee proposed common schools for 

every sect ion of a township, D i s t r i c t Fodel "chools, Trade 

Sohools, D i s t r i c t Gr&ffiraar ^ohool^ an<- ur.e or mow1 P rov inc ia l 

3 . J.H.Putman, i b i d . , p . 115. 
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U n i v e r s i t i e s . He recommended Normal Sohools for the t r a in ing 

of t eaoher s . The textbooks at the time were unsu i t ab l e , var ied 

aad a n t i - B r i t i s h as each teacher made the s e l e c t i o n . He 

recommended tha t the mat ter mugt be under cen t ra l con t ro l . 

He advocated a stronger cen t r a l cont ro l and gome 

system of inspect ion without destroying the p r inc ip le of l o c a l 

c o n t r o l . The township superintendents were not educators; 

they did not know how to guide -schools or i n sp i r e teachers 

to n o b l e r . t h i n g s . The Aot of 1841 and that of 1843 had made 

provision for loca l superintendents of education and had a l s* 

defined t h e i r du t ies butthe Aot had made no provision to secure 

the due performance of t h e i r o rders . The D i s t r i c t and Town­

ship Boards d ic ta ted t he i r powers. The superintendents might 

make suggestions and give advice, but with tha t t h e i r l e g a l 

functions were a t an end. He recommended t M t inspectors- be 

oho sen with ca r e . 

His r epor t on the control t h a t should be exercised 

d i r e c t l y bji the government, i s as follows; 

1 . To see t h a t Legis la t ive grant? are wisely spent . 
2 . To see tha t general p r inc ip le s of law are followed. 
3 . To prepare school regula t ions and teachei- q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 
4 . To provide or recommend books. 
5 . To prepare plaas for sohoolhouses aad t h e i r f u r a i t u r e . 
6. To arouse i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y and enquiry thro- gh the 
establ ishment and se lec t ion of school l i b r a r i e s and other 
means of dif fusing useful knowledge. 
7. To oversee aa ef f ic ient system of inspec t ion . 4 

4 . J .H. Putman, i b i d . , p . 121. 
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This involved the examination and l icens ing of t eache r s , 

v i s i t i n g the schools , discovering e r ro r s and suggesting remed­

i e s as to t h e organizat ion, o l a sc i f ioa t ion and methods of t each­

ing i a the schools, giviag oouneel and i n s t r u c t i o n as to t h e i r 

management, careful ly examining the pup i l s , animating teachers 

t r u s t e e s and parents by conversations and addresses , and by 

impart ing vigour by every ava i lab le means to the whole school 

system. 

Thus the Local Superintendent became responsible for 

the examination and l icensing of teachers according to r e g u l a t ­

ions l a id down by the Department, This plan has changed since 

t h a t day but with tha t gln^l© exception the functions of the 

Government as exercised through the Department of Eduoation 

a r e tne same to-day as they were out l ined in Ryeison's fir-st 

r e p o r t . 

He also recommended the importance of parents taking 

an i n t e r e s t i n t h e school, of c le r^men and magis t ra tes v i s i t ­

ing the school, of good school l i b r a r i e s , of Teachers1 

I n s t i t u t e s , of debating clubs and of every stimulating agency 

for education. 

After making h i s r e p o r t , Ryerson drafted a b i l l which, 

with a few small changes, became the Common Sohool Act of 1846* 

This Act es tab l i shed the main p r inc ip l e s upon which a l l sub­

sequent l e g i s l a t i o n was founded. 
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By the Aot, the Superintendent of 3ohools became the 

chief executive offaoer of the Government 1*1 u l l school m a t t e r s . 

He apportioned among the var ious Dis t .xc t Counoils the Legis­

l a t i v e grant and saw tha t i t wae expended according to the Act. 

He supplied to school o f f icers a l l tne nocbe^jiry forms and 

was t o keep them informed as to school r e g u l a t i o n s . He was 

to discourage the use of unsui table bookr a t t ex t s and f to 

reoommend uniform, approved t e x t s ; he guided the hernial School 

when i t became es tab l i shed ; he recommended plans lor school-

houses with proper fu rn i tu re ; he wae to encourage school 

l i b r a r i e s ; he was to encourage educa.ion in general and to 
h 

submit an anaual repeat to the Governor-General. 

The Act es tab l i shed the f i r s t General L'oard 01* iiducation,*3 

I t wae to con i i s t of t he Superintendent of ^ducatio^ and s ix 

e ther members appoints'" by the Governor-General. This Board 

was to manage the Bormal School, to author ize sohool t e x t s aad 

to aid th€ Superintefldent. 

The Act provided for a Normal aad Model School. ,^aoh 

Municipal D i s t r i c t Council wat to appoint a Superintendent of 

Sohools; t h l r eame council wae to levy upon thu ra t eab le 

property of the D i s t r i c t a school tax a t l e a s t equal to t h e 

Leg i s l a t ive g r a n t . School sect ions were to be e s t ab l i shed . 

6 . J ,H. Putman, i b i d . , p . 124. 

6. The one in exis tence from 1823 to 1«33 was not 
es tab l i shed by Parliament but by the Lieutenant-Governor by 

the au thor i ty of the Impe i a l Government 
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These school sec t ions could be taxed by the D i s t r i c t i*onioipal 

Council fo r tho purchase or sohool r i t e s , and or^c t ioa of 

sohool bui ldiagp or teaohers* res idences in tha t s ec t ion . 

The D l c t r i ? t "Superintendent?-, appointed by the-

ffuaioipal D i s t r i c t Council beosao important o f f i c e r s . They 

had to apport ion the D i s t r i c t "ehool Fund, ooagis t ing of the 

Leg i s l a t ive srant and the Ifaalcipal levy, gmon,<; the sohool 

s e e t l o a s , according to the number of ohl ldraa between f ive 

and s ix teen year® of age r e s iden t in the seotior. , -And pa:; 

these suras to t*i«» teacher ; to v i s i t a l l schools in t h e i r 

D i s t r i c t s a t 1-ast once n yaar and repor t on t h e i r p r o c e s s , 

to advice t r u s t e e s , to examine oaadidatef? for te ic l .ers* 

o e r t i f i e i t e s , to grant l i c e n s e s , to revoke the l i censes of 

the iacompetent, to prevent the us© of unauthorized t e x t ­

books aad to make an annual repor t to the Chief Superinteadeat , 

By the Act, l oca l profess ional raen (clergymen, fudges 

of the D i s t r i c t Court, wardens, counc i l lo rs and J u s t i c e s of 

the Peace) , were giver, au thor i ty to v i s i t the schools in t h e i r 

d i s t r i c t , to ques+ion puj,ll«, conduct examinations, advise 

the t eachers , enoouraje school l i b r a r i e s and mako r e p o r t s 
7 

to the D i s t r i c t Superintendent . Any two school v i s i t o r s of 

a d i s t r i c t were allowed to examine a candidate for a t e a c h e r ' s 

l i c e n s e aad grant such l i cense If they saw f i t , for a term 

7* G. Hodglns, i b i d . , Volume 7, p . 15». 
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aot exoeediag oae year In a specified school. This may have 

created a local interest in the sohool aad it altro gave a 

local power to act ia any emergency. 

The Aot defined In detail how sohool trû tee*̂  were to 

be elected. Trustees were to be elected for Three years, one 

to retire annually. This meant for a continuity of corporate 

life. Trustees had to issue a rate bill upon the parents of 

pupils attending sohool; they had to exemft the ohildrvi of 

the poor and needy from school rates; they selected the school 

hooks froU an approved list. 

It was Ryerson* s wi <?h that the rat* hill should be 

levied upon the property of the section which would have given 

free schools.8 The Act was amended, however, to make the 

rate bill assessable only upon parents of children in actual 

attendance. Since that time Ryerson's proposal has been 

accepted universally. 

By tae Act of 1846 Ryerson provided a system that 

worked. He lessened local and strengthened central control 

and did it so smoothly and tactfully that it nasced unnoticed. 

The Legislative grant did much to nocure thJe increased 

executive etreagth. The grant was placed at the disposal of 

the Superintendent for hin to apportion gmong the Districts. 

To secure this grant Ryerson made the Districts meet certain 

8. G# Hodgins, ibid.. Volume 6, p. 76. 
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requirements; the D l s t r l o t Superiatendente, in t u rn , made the 

tchool sec t ions xn t h e i r D i s t r i c t s sa t i s fy c e r t a i n r e q u i r e ­

ments aa to text -books , qual i f ied teaohers , bu i ld ing and 

equipment* 

Ryarson's appointment w^s made by the Governor and 

not by the Ibteoutive Council,3 a stfc'iation which woul* never 

gain our approval to-tffty. This merely showed how imperfectly 

respons ib le government was es tab l i shed in Upper Caaada in 1846. 

Ryerson l iked his appointment to be vested in the Goveraor, 

r a t h e r than in the ixeeutiv© Council, because he thought tha t 

by such an arrangement he wae a servant of the country and 

not of any p o l i t i c a l par ty , He believed tha t a Superintendent 

of Sduoatioa ought to be placed beyen;; the accidents end turmoil 

of p o l i t i c s . He thus- held o f f i ce , ia s p i t e of opposi t ion , 

without fea r of p o l i t i c a l pressure and pre jud ice . 

The p r o t s s t s and abject ions which oame from the Act 

Of 184t» taught p e r s o n thp. I ptiollc opinion rri-jt be educated. 

A man with an optimist *s f a i t h la humanity* as well a s the 

aaeadia^ capacity for hard work, h* din n sen to awaken puhl io 

i n t e r e s t l a educat ion. He seat careful ly prepared c i r c u l a r s 

to Municipal Councils, to Diet r i o t Superintendents, T-Q school 

t r u s t e e s and to teacroi'is. ile establishes* :iii educational 

journa l to communicate wita the general p u b l i c . Ia 1847 he 

9 . f*E. fmtmaa, i b i d . , p . 135* 
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spent ton weeks In v i s i t s to the twenty-one D i s t r i c t s into 

whioa Xi#$wr r&nada was s t t4 ,at time- divided, T*e ea i l sd 

D i s t r l a t Sduoational Conventionr, each l a f t i n g v.V) d*ys. 

These wers open to t e a c h e s , D i s t r i c t J^perlrtsr.d-jr.to, "chool 

V i s i t o r s , Municipal Councillors a:-d th* ,^ener'*l p u b l i c . 

I a 1847, by the Ci t i e s a.ad Towns Act, the ?*ftnicipal 

Councils of c i t i e s an? tewnrs were required to appoint a 

School Board of s ix member*, which elx together with tv,s mayor 

had f u l l oontre l of s l l scboolr and yo'.-ool p rO i r r t y . They 

bad no powor, however, e i t he r to le»y an crrocsmont uyer 

property or t o co l l ec t r a t e b i l l s from prrentf?. This power 

regained with the Hunlclpsl Council • The -lot fid rot say 

t h a t tho 'Ifaniolpal Council war compelled to give the sums 

asked for by 4he Board of Trusts?? air* l a Toronto the Couaeil 

of 1848 ac tua l ly refused t o levy the aeoet-v ry eftteermant so 

t ha t the School Trustees we*"* c b l i ^ d to olc-o thr." pohoole 

from July to Dec ember. 

Ryerson (Renounced tha t hy his now Softool M i l the 

poor man would be enabled to educate h i s chi ldren and s t i l l 

keep Ms celfVre ?p?©T* Th& school tax nw to V levlr-.d "not 

upon the ©Mid but upon tho p rover ty , Rysr*,or.»g (treat ambition 

w«»s free schools . 

3ut Ryerson saw tha t the time had not yet come for 

f ree sohools by ti.e t axa t ion of property so in h i s draf t 

Sohool B i l l of 1848 he res to red to towns and c i t i e s the r i # t 
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to impose rate bills upon parents. 

In 164*, he submitted additions to hie draft Bill of 

the previous October. Among other;changes he recommended 

additional Superintendents for Districts of mora than 150 

schools} District Boards iff Examiners who would replace the 

District Superintendent and sohool visitors in issuing teaohers* 

certificates; I'eaohers1 Institutes for lectures aad profess­

ional training of teaohers; provision for separate school for 

coloured children; scnool libraries for each section and also 

towaeaip libraries; township Sohool Boards; a school of Art 

and Design, connected with the Normal School; provincial 

certificates for formal lohool graduates; making trustees 

personally responsible for a teacher's salary; the distribution 

of school funds on a basis of actual attendance, rather than 

oa the aumoer of children ia the sectioa; better provision 

lor fixing sebool sites; more equitable division of the |200, 

000 legislative grant between Upper and Lower Canada, and 

provision for the admission into the common schools of pupils 

treat sixteen to twenty-one years of age. 

These recommendations, embodied in the Cameron aot 

were so mutilated by an enemy of the Superintendent that 

Hyersoa refused to accept such alterations with the result 

that the Aot was never given effect. 

Ryerson proceeded immediately to drift his oil! of 
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1850 whioh i s sometime-? c a l l s * the Charter of the ( n t a r io 

lohool System. His most outstanding cont r ibu t ions in t h i s 

Aot T?as the s t rengthening of Trustee Boards by recognising 

them a<-> corporate bodies with f u l l powers to rr>an:tc;e schools 

under Government p a l l i a t i o n s and fu l l power to levy taxos 

or r a t e s upon tho D i s t r i c t whioh fchey represented . - ' revision 

was made to r securing sohool s i t e s , e rec t ing am* fur.i ishing 

now b u l l r i n g s , e l ec t ing t r u s t e e s , holding pchool board meetings, 

keeping schools eccountr , appointing c o l l e c t o r s for school 

moneys, providing book? and apparatus, educating i n d i ^ n t 

ehl ldron and forming school l i b r a r i e s . Teach<:-rs wwre s<*c"red 

against. los,* of the f u l l amount of salnrv propised ther- by 

t r u s t e e boardp. Adequate provision was r-vde for .^chccl sec t ions 

composed of adjoining p a r t s of two or more towns'.ips. Provision 

wae made for fownshlp Boards of Trustees on the request of a 

oa jo r i t y of the school suppor ters , to srransgr a l l the schools 

of a township. County Boardp of Public Ins t ruc t ion were 

formed, cons i s t ing of the County Superintendeat and the Trustees 

ojf the D i s t r i c t Grammar Sohool. These board? were to meet 

four t imes fl year , to hold ex'Winatiors and l icense t e i c u o r s . 

The establ ishment of school l i b r a r i e s and - ^ promoting of 

eduos-'ion in &en«»r«l came under t h e i r con t ro l . To D i s t r i c t 

Superintendent wae to control over one hundred sohools; the 

sum ol one pound per annum for each school plus the necessary 
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travelling expenses made up hlR remuneratioa. The Superin­

tendent* transferred to the Township Treasurer the power to 

pay to teachers their proper allowances. The Superintendent 

was to visit ench school in his IMLstrict once each quarter, 

end to deliver a public lecture in each school section once 

each year. The district Superintend en t was to beccre a link 

between the "Department a* .'Education on tr.e one hand and the 

District Couacll and Trustee Boards on the other. Hi? ?rtios 

were prescribed by a central authority. The rifht of school 

visitors to grant license to teschers ws<* taken away. The 

General Board of Sduoatloc was merged into the Council of 

Public Instruction, with duties substantially tb<* same a^ 

those assigned the former body In 1846. 

A Board of Trustees waf placed in charge of school 

affairs in incorporated towns and cities to replace the former 

school sections. Town and City Boards were allowed three ways 

to secure tne money needed. The Board might ask the Municipal 

Council to levy an assessment for a eertsin mm which the 

said Counoil were obliged to raise; the Roard mifht levy a 

rate bill upoa the parents of pupils attending school; or they 

might ralre the required sura partly by a r*»te bill and partly 

by an assessment levied*toy the Municipal Couacil. 

The aew Aot made provision for the setting aside of 

£ SO00 a year for the establishment and support of school 
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libraries, and : 25a yaar lor each District Veachers' Institute. 

By the Aot the Chief Juperlntendent was authorized to issue 

provincial certificates to Normal School graduates. 

Public sentimeat was rapidly changing re^irdlng free 

sohools in Upper Caaada. lyerson believed that if school 

trustees wore given the option of free schoolo and power to 

endorse taxation for their support, they would soon abolish 

r^te bills upon parents. In Toronto, on Karoh, lbol, a 

oommitfce® of the Board of that city submitted to the Chairman 

a special report showing that 3403 children who snould be in 

the sohools were roamin - the streets; * he causes he ascribed 

to rate bills and lack of school accommodation, fublic 

opinion wa^ slowly but surely being educated to the importamoe 

and necessity of free schools. 

Most of the opposition to free schools di«* come from 

the wealthy property owners who objected to educating the 

children of tne poor. The managers of voluntary schools 

whioh were dependent wholly upon subscriptions and fees 

were alao loud in their protests because If free common schools 

were established, then all patrons of voluntary schools must 

submit to be taxed twiwe for the education of their children. 

In the days of the pioneer" of this province &reat 

importance was attached to religious teaching ia the Common 

Sohools. From their standpoint secular schools wore of 
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aeoeoslty, godless schools. If the sohools were to give 

religious iastruction and if the adoption of some forr of 

Instruction acceptable to all was impossible, then separate 

schools were the logical outcome* Such sohools came to be 

established for Roman Catholics who differed la doctrine from 

Protestants more radically than the various Protestant nodies 

differed amoagst themselves. 

The Common School Act of 1841 laid the foundation for 

Separate "ohools. It stated that in any township or parish 

any number of dissentients mi.at elect a trustee board and 

establish a school, to be supported by public money in pro­

portion to their numbe e. Fifteen children of school age 

came to be the minimum. The Act also required the Governor 

to appoint, in towns and cities, school boards made up of an 

equal number of Protestants and Roman Catholics, the Xrotest-

ants to manage schools attended by Protectant children and 

ISatholies to manage soaools attended by Catholic children.^0 

The Acts passed during this decade (1840-60) did much 

for education in Upper Canada. Their effect upon the sohools 

In the District of Bathurst will be the subject of the next 

chapter. 

10. J.H. Putman, ibid., p. 99. 
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ADDITIONAL Gil AMUR '?CHOOH 

As a r e s u l t of trie Act of 1841 which provided for t h e 

opening of a d d i t i o n a l Grammar Schools In each D i s t r i c t , s e v e r a l 

were opened i n the B a t h u r s t D i s t r i c t i n t h e aourse of t h e 

nex t few y e a r s . 

The f i r s t grammar sohool to be opened i n t h e B a t h u r s t 

D i s t r i c t a f t e r t h e Aot of 1841 was in t h e v i l l a g e of S m i t h ' s 

P a l l s . The school WHS b u i l t i n 1 8 4 b . 1 The g ran t whioh i t 

r e c e i v e d i n 184? was *47 , 4 s , 3d. 

On the 6 th of 'September 1848, a l e t t e r add res sed from 

the "Secre tary ' s Off ice i n Montreal announced t h a t eaoh d i s t r i c t 

i n Upper Canada war to r e c e i v e some p a r t "of the moneys a r i s i a g 

from t h e I n t e r e s t of s a l e s of School l a n d s for the suppor t of 

a d d i t i o n a l Grammar Schools**** The l e t t e r con t inues a s f o l l o w s : 

"In making the appor t ionment for e^oh D i s t r i c t His £ x e e l l -
eaoy ha# beea guided by t h e amouat of p o p u l a t i o n i n each 
a s a s c e r t a i n e d by the l a t e c e n s u s , and adop t ing tha t a s 
t h e b a s i s upon which t o make the appor t ionment t h e sum 
due t o th- ' Bafcfirurst D i s t r i c t fo r the p r e s e n t y e a r w i l l 
be .'80 concern ing the d i s p o s a l of which I am to r e q u e s t 
you w i l l p rocu re t h e opin ion of t h e Board of T r u s t e e s a 
and t r a n s m i t t he »nm© t o me for His K x e e l l e n e y ' s I n fo rma t ion"? 

1 . W,N. B e l l , Development of »ae Onta r io High ftohool, 
Toron to , U n i v e r s i t y iff "Toronto T r e s s , 1918, p . 7 3 . 

2 , , P e r t h Board of Educat ion Minute Books, F o r t h , 
Town O f f i c e , 1841-18~6ti. 

3 # —.«.-.«.-. t ibid. 
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As a r e s u l t of t h i s l e t t e r Trustees H a r r i s , Bain,Bel l 

and Les l ie of Per th , sad Shaw and Ward of Smith 's Fa l l s mot 

to consider the best manner of disposing of the £80 set as ide 

fo r the eupport of add i t iona l Grammar ehoole. The t r u s t e e s 

agreed t h a t -50 be granted to the sohool a t 'Smith* s F a l l s , for 

whioh decis ion approval wan received from the Governor General ,* 

On December 8, 1849 a l e t t e r was wr i t ten by the 

Governor-General 's Secretary and aunt to the Reverend IU H a r r i s , 

Chairman of the "District Board df Education at Perth* This 

l e t t e r narced Kr W.O. Buell as an add i t ion-1 t r u s t e e for super­

intending the Grammar "chools in the Bathurst D i s t r i c t . After 

doing t h i s , the l e t t e r went on to request that in communicating 

the appointment to tne other t r u s t e e s , Messrs Genual 11 , Living­

s tone , aad Robertson, tha t Mr Harr is would acquaint them, th t 

i t has mora immediate reference to the °>uperintendeaoe of t he 

Grammar School es tab l i sned at the v i l l a g e of Lanark.b 

I t was a wel l known f ac t , however, tha t t \ e i nhab i t an t s 

of Lanark had been p e t i t i o n i n g for t h e i r own school for somo 

t ime . A l e t t e r from the off ice of the Governor-General n.d 

dated Dec. 14, 1847 revealed to the Reversed I!.Harris a t . e r t h 

t h a t such a school wa«- being considered. I t read as fol lows: 

4 . - — - , Minutes of Board of Education. Perth Museum, 
Pe r th , 1848. 

5 . - $ I b i d . . 1849* 
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I am commanded by the Governor General to inform you that 
His Excellency in Council has had under consideration, a 
memorial from certain of the inhabitants of the Village 
of Lanark praying for a share of the appropriation in 
aid of additional Grammar Schools in the Bafchurst District 
under the Act 4 and 5, chapter 19, and that His Excellency 
has been pleased to direct, that a sum of £15, 15s, 9d 
being the balance of the appropriation for tne current 
year, be granted in aid of a Grammar Sohool to be established 
ia that village a warrant for which amount will be issued 
in your favour so soon as the School shall hav been reported 
to be in operation.b 

Although the petition to open their own school and 

share in the grant had been approved in 1847, the Bathurst 

District Grammar School Trustees did not report the Lanark 

school in operation until 1850. 
7 

The year 1850 brought a Petition from the Municipal 

Council of Lanark and Renfrew Counties for a Grammar Sohhol 

in Renfrew County. A population of 10,000 people as yet had 

no Grammar Sohool. Since this petitioa was sent to the Gower-

nor-General of British North America rather than to the 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, tne Reverend Fiohael Harris 

requested that in future all communications come through the 

proper channel. The Reverend Alexander Mann came to be 

associated with the Board "for superintending the Grammar 

Sohools in the United Counties of Lanark and Renfrew with 

particular reference to the Grammar School established at the 

6. , Minutes of the Board of gduoation, Perth 
Museum, Perth, 1847*1 

Ottawa, 
7. t *"» Upper Canada Dducational Papers , Dominion 

Archives, (1797-1867), No. 270. 



viAJUtie of itonfrew".** This reference in t h - rh i , . toa of tho 

Bourl was dated. Au4,uat 10, 1^50. 

The next a.-hool t o bo ebtab&iahtfd In tuc t a t h u r a t 

D i s t r i c t v, is u% Corleton Jltufr. Information oonoernlnu the 

approval of such a school vl4J sought by Jn^oa >̂hfc.w iu -> l e t t e r 

dated December :~U, 185^, .*t cJmitih'o F a l l s . a I t r t a c u3 follows: 

I huvo been w r i t t e n by soxue of tne \.ost ixopu^t-ule 
Inhab i t an t s of the v i l l age of Ji ir leton J'l^ce, t o n.r/o u 
Orurjuaar uchool e s t ' ^ § 1 shed, t h e r e , a l l tho rt, iuirur-c.ita 
of the law a re ready t o be f u l f i l l e d , thoy hove a house 
and tho nui..bei of a.iiol^-a le^ulif 1 by the s t k t u t o , anl 
t h e r e i s a vacancy to ecru, lo t t the nuu .or wh-oh tho i»rw 
<j How a wu.'jh I bolleve t o to Co i a the - resor t t^i, c, 
t he re i s on.e a t L>,

Aith,s F a l l s , one u t Lanark, MA one 
a t .le-ifrew. Carleton I IHOO l a & l a i v e r v i l l a s tnan 
e i t h e r Renfre\ or Lanark. 

The exajt yaar tha t each of these schools w.„s o;cned 

c .n be de temjned fror;: the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Jra/uuar Johoul 

Fund in t h e Bathurst D i s t r i c t . In 1850, j,50 -ua a l l o t e d t o 

the schools a t Lanark and Jf..ith*8 l u l l s r e s p e c t i v e ! / , ana tho 

Balance (::Z0) ,:ns t o provide the Oru>.^ai' 3chool .& Perth with 

an a s s i s t a n t t eache r . In l'ihdt the t o t a l D i s t r i c t appropr ia t ion 

of ".113 was d i s t r i b u t e d aa fol lows: A er th t*.l>, v i t a ' s Ta i l s 

£'30, Lanark* A.30, Renfrew r'6Q. This i s rovenlaa in c l e t t e r 

mv n w m w — » t w w i » i m —Winn- <*•« 

8. , &lnufcua of the &onru of Education, * o r t h , 
i'uaeuRi, , rtUgiist 10,' 1850. 

9 . — — , Upper Canada JB4uo,qtlonnl iope ra , Ottawa 
Dominion Archives, 17^7-1367, No. 200L'. 
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of Ootoher 4 , 1852, and which came from the i e c r e t a r y ' s 

Office a t Quebec. 1° 

F ina l l y , the D i s t r i c t Board of Education's minutes 

of January 7th, lbfe3, name add i t iona l gentlemen to the Board 

with p a r t i c u l a r reference to the add i t iona l Crramraar School 
11 

about to he es tab l i shed a t Carleton Plaoe . James Rosamond 

and James Duncan came to represent Carleton Place on the 

D i s t r i c t Board. The school wag opened in Carleton Place in 

1864 , 1 2 

This rapid mul t ip l i ca t ion of schools in the D i s t r i c t 

of 3atnurs t was in keeping with progress throughout the province* 

In l a49 , there were only 39 grammar sohools in t he province 

while by IfcfSS there were 04 such schools in opera t ion.^ t t f i th 

suoh expansion everywhere in progress i t i s l i t t l e wonder tha t 

the people of Per th were l ikewise becoming conscious of t h e i r 

school accomodations and f a c i l i t i e s . The es tab l i sh ing of a 

new school at Perth w i l l De the subject of the next chapter . 

10. 1 Minutes of the Board of Education. P^rtfc, 
Museum, , October 4 , 1852. 

Xi, , i b i d . . October 19, 1852. 

12 . W. K. Be l l , Development of t h e Ontario High Sohool. 
Toronto, Univers i ty «f Toronto Press , 1918, p . 73 . 

13 . W, u. B e l l , i b i d . , p . 72. 
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GimXDli SCHOOL BEVEL0T1E5KT IN PEKTH 

1. TRUSTSJS PAID THEIR l>Q'\khS 

Even before ony other grammar sohools had been opened 

in the District of Bathurst the Grammar School at forth was 

striving for efficiency. The Trustees of the Bathurst District 

Sohool held a meeting on the 16th of July 104IJ ana resolved 

to adopt e set of regulations for the government of the School. 

These rules and regulations, all of whioh seei^d reasonable, 

and sound, helped to £ive to the District Sohool a stable 

foundation froai which to advance. 

Sohool laws and regulations were administered by men 

of 30uad judgment and t;;ood education, n letter signed by the 

Right Honourable Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe at Kingston 

on the 18th day of July, 1843, reveals the power which was 

given into the hards of the appointed trustees mid the method 

by which the announcement of this authority was convoyed. It 

read as follows: 

To the Heverend i.ichoel Harris, the Reverend Thomas C. 
7ilson, the Reverend Wm. Bell, and Joshua Adams and 
Anthony Laalie, Esquires, and to all to whom these jresents 
may come, Greetings. Know Ye that reposing confidence in 
your loyalty, ability and integrity I have nominated and 
appointed, and by tneae Presents do nominate and appoint 

1. See appendix 2 p.126 
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you, the said Mchael Harris, Thomas C. Wilson, «illiam 
Bell, Joshua Adams, and Anthony Leslie to be and compose 
a Board of Trustees Tor Superintending tho Orennr School 
in the District of Bathurst of the Province of Canadn 
and for the purposu of carrying into effect tho provisio ns 
of an Act of the said Irovince, passed in the fourth and 
fifth years of Ker Majesty*a reign entitled and act "to 
make temporary provisions for the appropriations of the 
funds derived from the sale of school lends ia that part 
of this Frovince formerly Upper Canada and for other 
purposes". To have and to hold the .said office for &n<i 
during pleasure with full power to you or any three of 
you to do and execute all end every such matters end things 
as by virtue of the said net and of this Commission are 
required to be done and executed".2 

The authority conveyed by tills letter was almost unlimited. 

Such a practice, however, was not dangerous. Men of such 

excellent character were appointed Board members that great 

confidence could be safely placed in their wisdom, integrity 

find jud&tocmt. 

One of the duties of the Board was to appoint the 

Master of the Grammar School. On the 31at of July, 1^47, 

four trustees of the (J ra.asaar School of the JIstrict of 

Bathurst mat in the Conrt House for this purpose.-* These four 

the Reverend n. Harris, Chairman, Tho Reverend «/. Bell, the 

Reverend W. Bain, and Iir Joshua iidaras decided that flohn 

Hclntyre A.B. would be the next roaster of the school. This 

appointment was ratified by His excellency in a letter written 

2. , Minute a of th,q Trustaea_ of t-.h* fVr^^-r* ftftjjfc^L 
of the B athurst District. Ferth, imseun. . , quoting a letter 
from Sir tthar lea Metcalfe, 1343. 

3. , Ibid.. July, 1647. 
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4 
from Montreal on August 10, 184?. 

Another duty which the Trustees of the Grammar School 

assumed had to do with the admission of free scholars to the 

District School. This was a responsibility which had been 

neglected. After the school law of 1819 had been passed 

little attention had been paid to the admission of scholars 

at the Grammar School free of charge. Parents, too were 

partly to blame; they believed that such an admission was a 

reflection on their financial status in life. This duty was, 

however, recognized to a greater decree after 1840. 

In the District G rammar School at Perth, more attent­

ion is given to free scholars after 1840. On February 28, I848 

the Trustees admitted Edward Sharkey as a free scholar. On 

Nov..24, 1#42, additional applications were accepted from tht 

following free scholars: William Robinson, John Cameron, John 

Jamieson, Peter Morrison and Thomas Adams. At the meeting of 

the Board on Oct. 29, 1850, William Meighen was admitted on 

this same basis. This would also indicate that the stigma 

which had previously been associated with the free scholars, 

was now being forgotten. 

These applications for free tuition at the G rammar 

School had to be signed by the teacher and a majority of the 

trustees of the school from which the student came. Addressed 

4. ~, Minutes of the Trustees of the G rammar 
School of the District of Bathurst, Perth,Museum, ' 
August 10, 1847. 
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to the Trustees of the Bathurs t district School and signed 

by a District coanon school teacher Duncan Morrison, and two 

of the local trustees, Josiah Davis and Malcolm Mcpherson, 

the body of one certificate appeared as follows; 

rfe hereby certify that Edward Sharkey attended our school 
for nearly two years during which time he nas conducted 
himself in a vary creditable nanner &nd from the attain­
ments that he raade during that time we have confluence 
In recommending him es a free scholar to the trustees of 
the District School In conj cction with the Bathurst 
District.5 

ttfhen schools becasM* free by law, pupils were no longer forced 

to admit thair lack of funds, but ail were entitled to & 

secondary school education, regardless of financial status* 

The trustees also exa.-ained tne school. The first 

available regard of the Bathurst District Gramnar School 

examination, held in July 184*$, mentions the naiaeo of the 

trustees as having been present along with several other 

gentlemen. The exanination began at 10 A.M. and ended at 

1 P.ft. The classes were examined in Reading, Orthography 

GrBEuaaTj Geography, history, Writing, Latin and Greek. At 

the close of the examination tho trustees expressed their 

satisfaction with the proficiency shown by the different 

classed in their studies, nt the exanination of January 30, 

1849, the mathematics is also examined. *t the close of 

5. — — , Minutes of the Trustees of t ho Ornaaar School 
of the Bathurst lijatrict. February 26f Perth, iiusaua, ' 

6. , Ibid.. July, W . 
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the next anamination of school classes held on June 29, 1849, 

"the Reverend Wra. B eli addressed the scholars, pointing, out 

the snares and temptations which beset the path of youth, and 

the way in which to avoid tnese*• This closing talk would 

indicate that the Board of Education took its auty seriously 

and strove to stimulate character development as well as a 

sound English and classical education. 

Although these district Boards of education were 

made up of thy most educated class in the community tr.ey 

were appointed bodies, and were independent of local control. 

It will be reraeibered that the Act of 1807 gave tho Lieutenant-

Governor the power to appoint trustees, and these therefore, 

would not ue subject to any local control. *s additional 

gra&aar schools were established in ahe District more, trustees 

were appointed. Trustee J. ^haw and A. .*ard of ijmit̂ 's Falls 

are first mentioned i*i the minutes of ^opt. 20, 1848.8 Un 

July 12, 1^49, Reverend James B. Duncan was named tu .uie 

Grawmer School Board of Trustees for Bathurst Lxotrjuct by the 

Karl of Llgin and Kincardine.* In Dacanber 184./, a letter 

from the Governor-General's Office naned foar additional 

7. »•—f riinutes of the Bathurst Liatrict Graaatir 
School Board.I «rth,^u&eum7~" June lo49» 

8. , ibid., i>epteaber, I84&. 

9. , ibid.. July, 1849. 
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trustees to the Bathurst District Board.iL> ^ 8srs. Gafflmill, 

Livingstone and Hobertuon were to bo acquainted with the fact 

that their appointment had a "more lranediate reference to 

the superintendence of the Oraao&r School establisaed at the 

Village of Lanark," while the fourth appointee, Mr a.O.Buell, 

was not so restricted in his jurisdiction. In August 1850, 

the iteverend Alexander :'lann came to by associated with the 

Board with "particular reference to the Grairur school estab­

lished at the Village of uenfrew. * * i-r UurdocK McDonnell 

is mentioned in the minutes of Nov. 28, 1849, os a new appointee 

to tho district Board* Kev. John Hugh HcBonagh was appointed 

to the Board of Trustees in the United Counties of Lanark and 

Renfrew in 1850.12 The minutes of *pril 23, 1850, announce 

the appointment of Messrs. John L, McDougail, Aobert ^clntyr© 

and John Munro© as associate trustees of t ho Gra;2iaar School 

of Lanark e»nd itenfrew Counties, h report on u Board i-teeting 

of iiay 3, 1853, introduces the na.-itss of several recently 

appointed trustees.13 The Reverend wor/ell, I dine and Jitkins 

and Mr A.il.rfard represented £>«ith,s Falls, James Aosaaond and 

1 0 . — — , filnutes of the B athurst District school 
Board. Perth,xiuseum, in a letter written to the acv. 
tt. Harris, Dec. 5, 1&49. 

XI.——-.lbld.f August 10, 1850. 

12. .ibid.. March 7, 1850. 

1 3 . , i b i d . f May 3 , 1853. 
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James Duncan represented Carleton Place, although no grammar 

school as yet existed at this latter village. It was not 

until the net of 1853 that the grammar schools became a more 

local concernj by this Act local authorities were permitted 

to assess for the support of grammar schools, and trustees 

cane to be appointed by the County Councils, rather than by 

the Crown. 

2. THE NEW SCHuOL IN PERTH 

The same Act of 1853 which provided a Board of Trustees 

for each grammar school within a county, which gase to the 

County Council the power to appoint trustees, and which provided, 

the local board with power to appoint and remove masters also 

uave the trustees the power to anite the common school of 

any municipality with the grammar school, the joint school to 

be under a joint board. 

As a result of this provision, Perth had one of the 

earliest union schools in the province. The conditions leading 

up to the formation of this combined comiaon and grammar school 

enterprise will provide the substance of the remainder of th e 

chapter. 

It was on Feb. 15, 1851, the year following the passing 

of the Act which permitted the opening of union schools that 

the trustees of the District of Bathurst decided to appeal to 
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the ierth District Trustees for such a Union.14 This early 

decision was precipitated by tho fact that new schools were 

needed in I-erth. In the letter written by the secretary*^ 

of the Board of School Trustees, for the town of Perth, the 

Bathurst District t-chool Trustees are informed that £200 for 

the purpose of assisting in the erection of a new school house 

is at their disposal. They further believed that a like sum 

would lo paid by the Receiver-General of the province upon 

the application of tne Grammar ochool Trustees. They believed 

that if they /.aa ̂ 400 together with any money which the Grammar 

School Trustees might have on hand for tno payment of an 

assistant teacher for the Graraaar school, they could begin 

the building of the Perth Public School. 

i.t the meetin^ of the Bo**rd on December 23, 1851, 

a raotion was carried that the chairman wrlfce to the i.,overnJaent 

inform!ug them that the su~a of -1200 had been raised in Perth 

with a view of getting other £20\J to aid in building a suit­

able school house therein Uct 4 and 5 Vie. Chapter 19) i>nd. 

that ti.fc old school house was built by subscription of the 

inhabitants many years a|£o and ia now in a nost delapidated 

condition. 

14, 1 minutes of the Board of tne District of 
Bs-tnurst Trustees, lerth, Hu'geuu. , rVb.~, 1351. 

15. .ibid., .noted from a iettar of Nov. 21, 1851. 
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The letter which the chairman, iien. H. Harris wrote 

on December 26, l851,lt)asked for permission to build in Perth 

"a school of high and influential character. In this 
school they proposed to introduce a department for 
instructing teachers in order to supply a great want in 
the surrounding country". 

For this school they hiped to receive a grant of £200; this 

request was, however, denied. 

In spite of the fact that a ̂ rant of £200 was fefused 

by the government for building purposes, the school was 

erected in 1852. Designed to hold 500 to 600 pupils the 

school was to accommodate both the County Grammar Sbhool and 

the common schools of the town of Perth. The school was erected 

on the sounh-east corner of Foster and Beckwith Streets on an 

acre of land which the board had purchased. The total cost 

of the building and land was £1250. This sum was raised by 

a tax on property plus a loan of £600. ' AS late as 1855 

the School Trustees of the Perth Public School express a 

hope for a £200 building grant which was refused in a letter 

The year 1852 revealed that the graruaar school at 

Perth received only £23 out tof the total district appropriation 

of £113.-̂ -̂  The disappointment of the trustees of Perth over 

16. , Educational Papers. Dominion .rchives, Ottawa. 
No. 16. 

17 , ibid.. 1855, No. $31. 

18. G. Hodgins, Documentary history of Education in 
Upper Canada. Toronto, King's Printer, Volume 11, p. 222. 
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the unfair distribution of the grant, is expressed in a 

letter from the Chairman of the Board,tf. 0. Buell. It read 

in part as follows: 

Because the municipality of Perth has been and is now 
heavily taxed, to build a large and commodious stone 
school house, capable of holding from 450 to 500 
scholars, aad have all along acted under the faith 
that a fair proportion of the Government grant would be 
availably for the support of the County Grammar School 
located at Perth, and associated with the other schools 
of the municipality,19 

In spite of this letter, a reply fom the Secretary's Office 

directed that the District grant of ^147 be divided so that 

Perth received £23 and the other tliree schools in the counties 

of Lanark and Renfrew ^et en equal portion of the remainder. 

In 1855 the Grammar and Common School 0rant was £168. 

The opening of this Perth Public School vadch is still 

in use, took place on July 31, 1852.20 Just before the ceremony 

the Sons of Temperance, the Cadets of Temperance, Free Masons, 

Oddfellows and the boys at school alone with the Brass Band 

formed a procession and marched through the principal streets 

of the town. Over 2,000 people were present for the occasion. 

The story of the early development of the union school 

at lerth from tne time of its opening in 1852 until the year 

i860 will form the substance of the next chapter. 

19. , iiinutta of the Board of educationr Perth, 
Museum, 3 &ay 1&53. 

20. I. Skeleton, A Man Austere:Wm Bell; Parson and 
Pioneer. Toronto, The uyerson Press, 1947, P. zSt>. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE PERTH PUBLIC SCHOOL TO i860 

Even before the building of the Perth Public School 

was begun, the union school having been agreed on, the County 

Grammar School Trustees and the Trustees of the Town of Perth 

assembled on May 31, 1851, for the purpose of signing certain 

articles which were to form the constitution of the Union 

School. The Grammar School Trustees were the Reverend M. 

Harris, Chairman, the Reverend Wm. Bell, the Reverend Wm, 

Bain and the Reverend J. H. McDonagh, and Mr W. 0. Buell; 

James B. Dinjcan was absent. The Common School Trustees of the 

Town of Perth were Mr J. Davis, Chairman, Mr John McKay, Kr 

T. Brooke, and Mr Robert Kellock. These men decided upon a 

number of articles which would regulate the new union school. 

In the first place, they made provision for the sub­

sequent establishing of a Separate School in the community. 

This clause was taken advantage of b3r the Roman Catholics 

in Perth in I854.. "The limits of this Roman Catholic S.S. 

No.l was to be the limits of the town of Perth".! 

1, — , Minutes of the Board of Education.Perth 
Town Office, Nov. 28, 1854. (1851-1861J 
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In the second place the joint board was to determine 

the curriculum of the Ferth Public School. The course was 

to begin with the alphabet and embrace English, French, Latin 

and Greek languages, There would also be writing, Arithmetic, 

Algebra, G eometry, Trigonoaetry, Surveying, history, Geography 

Bookkeeping, the elements of Natural and Moral Philosophy, 

Elocution, Rhetoric and Logic and "such other branches as 

the Trustees thereof shall deem proper to introduce.2 

As to their administrative capacity, it was decided 

that the trustees of t he Perth Public School should conjointly 

manage the affa-irs of t he said school, determine the number 

of teachers to be employed therein, the ijualifiiJations of the 

teachers, t he books and apparatus to be usvd in the school, 

and in general do whatever might be deemed necessary. 

According to the new constitution the Principal of 

the G rammar School was to become the Principal of t he Perth 

Public School. His salary was to be not less than £200 

currency. This salary was to 'come from the Government allow­

ance and such moneys or fees as the Board of Trustees shfcald 

from time to time determine. The Assistant teacher of the 

Grammar School was also employed as a t eacher in the Perth 

Public School. 

2 . - — — , Minutes of the Board of Education. Perth 
Town Office, May, 1851, (1851-1861) 
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Money spent by the Board was to come from two sources. 

The one source was the tax on the pro; erty of the inhabitants 

of the town of Perth. This made schooling free to the children 

of resident citizens. In the year 1855, this tax amounted to 

Is, 5d on each £ of the assess ed value of property amounting 

to £7,217 of Public School supporters. This provided £500, 

&s, lOd which was the estimated requirement from taxation for 

that year. The second source of income was from fees of pupils 

living beyond the corporation. These fees, payable in edvance 

were based on a terra of three months. Pupils in the elementary 

English branches paid 5s per quarter, those whose English 

course included mathematics paid 10s per quarter, and those 

whoadded Latin and Gree"̂  to the other subjects paid 15s. 

These fees also applied to any pupils at the Perth Public 

School over 21 years of age. 

It was in the year 1857 that the fees to be charged 

all non-resident pupils attending the Perth Public School 

were clu.ngud. This revised fee was based on the department 

to which the pupil belonged. In t̂ e fenfcie deiai'Uient there 

were two branches. Pupils in the lower branches of education 

peid 7s, 6d per quarter, those in the higher branches paid 

15s per quarter. In the male department there were three 

grades of education. The fees per quarter, extending from 

the owest to the highest were 7s,6dj 15s; and 20 s resiectively. 
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All fees were to be paid in advance.3 This increasw in fees 

to be paid by non-resident pupils resulted in a total of 

$116. being collected for the period beginning April 1, 

1860 and ending December 31, 1860. 

This power to tax the inhabitants of the town for 

the support of the Perth Public School was only one method 

of increasing local interest and local control in education. 

The power granted to the County Council to appoint trustees 

for each grammar school within the county also created a 

local concern and sympathy which had never before existed. 

Since two of these grammar school trustees were to retire 

from office each year their positions in Perth were filled 

by John Deacon, Jr. and 'v'.K.F. Berford, Esquire in the year 

1857. Common School Trustees came to be elected, one from 

each ward, for a period of two years. For the year 1857 

the East ward Trustee was Charles G. Sache, the CentBE -rtard 

Trustee was Thomas Brooke and the West ward Trustee was Hohn 

Lester. The Chairman of the Board was Rev. Wm. Bam and 

the Secretary was Thomas Brooke. 

The Act of 1853, in addition to securing the benefits 

of larger grants and county control also strove for some kind 

3. f Minutes of the Board of Education, (1851-
1861), Perth, Town Office, July, 1857. 

4. , ibid.. Feb. 4, 1857. 
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of uniformity in the teaching power. For the grammar school 

no teacher except a university graduate was to be appointed 

unless he had previously obtained a certificate of qualif­

ication from a committee of examiners, one of whom was to 

be the headmaster of the Normal School, "All other teachers 

of the Perth Public School were to hold a certificate from 

the Board of Public Instruction",5 

The first indication in the minutes of the Board of 

the growing importance attached to trained teachers is dise 

covered in the year 1854* In the spring of that year when 

Mrs Bell submitted her resignation as female principal of 

the Perth Public School it was decided to write the master 

of the Normal School to get a person properly qualified to 

fill the vacancy at a salary of £100 per annum. 

In December of 1854 the Board planned to hire Normal 

School graduated to replace the two assistants in the female 

departments. In the spring this decision was furthered when 

an inquiry was made to the Headmaster of the Normal School 

regarding two Normal School graduates for the Perth Public 

School. There were, however, no Normal School graduates 

to recommend in the spring of 1855. In May of 1855 the 

Board advertised in the Globe for a male teacher with a 

5. , Minutes of the Board of Education. Town 
Office, Perth, 1851^ 
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Normal School Certificate, and in July of the same 3̂ aar 

it was resolved to have Normal School Graduates in all 

Departments, including the female assistants. In November, 

1855, Miss Nancy Ann Murray was hired on the recommendation 

of Mr Robertson of the Toronto Normal School. Miss Murray 

had a First Class Normal School Certificate. When Miss 

Murray became principal of the Female Department in December 

of 1855, the Board advertised for a female assistant with a 

first or second cl&ss Normal School Certificate. In December, 

1856, Miss Catharine McNeice was hired as assistant in the 

female department of the Perth Public School; she also held 

a First-Class Certificate from the Normal School in Toronto . 

On t'iiss Murrey's resignation in the spring of 1857 the Head­

master of the Normal School recommended another grcduate, 

Miss Berthwick, for the position. In October, 1857 Miss 

Margaret McDonnell and Miss fiatharine McNeice resigned and 

two Normal School graduates, Miss Kennedy and Miss Wright 

were recommended by Mr Robertson to fill the vacancies. 

When Mr Bell resigned as Principal in 1858, th6 Board advertised 

for a Principal and at the same time sought the advice of 

Mr Robertson and Rev. Mr Ormiston of the Toronto Normal School 

staff. Tne next principal of the Perth Public School, Mr R. 

R. Livingstone remained until July 1859§ Mr Joseph barren 

was appointed Headmaster of the Perth Public School in December, 
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1859. Mr Hay was recommended by Mr Kobertson and Sangster 

of the Normal School as male assistant in the Perth Phblic 

School. When Mr Warren resigned as Principal of the Perth 

Public School in 1861, he reported the school in first rate 

condition." One thing is certain; the Board had become 

conscious of the importance of teacher-training and were 

not willing to hire anyone without it. 

The salaries, however, did not become substantially 

higher during this period of improved teacher qualifications." 

In 1854 the salaries of t he teachers on the staff of t he 
7 

Perth Public School were as follows: 

J. iiacLean Bell, B.A. Principal £200 
Mr W. McDonald £125 
Mr J. Warren £75 
Mrs Bell,FemalePrincipal £100 
Miss Thomson £40 
Miss McDonnell £30 

This called for a total of £570. In I856 this total was 

£550, in 1857 it had risen to £600 and in 1858 it was £640. 

The salaries were too small to encourage continuity of service 

in one school. For example, a Mr F.L, Waldo was hired as 

assistant in the Perth Public School in the autumn of i860, 

only to resign in the summer of 1861; his salary had been at 

6. , Minutes of the Board of Educationr Town 
Office, Perth, 16VT. 

7. , ibid.. July 31, 1854. 
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the r a t e of ';400 per d ' l h r , In 1 "51 the ; i l c r i c s uf tho 

^eodric*oters at Terth, S n i t u ' s i \ l l s , x,&.;ark, Renfrew and 
a 

Ccrj.uton Ilac<» .rare -ioo, o?0 f ;?20 ai: I ?430 ruspec t^voiy . 

All of * ese iKii hac' 1r.jre>-.rt tvo uf them r i . ^ . ' i , ~o i t io 

c l - r r l y f̂ *l< e^t thut sale WHS ^ e *e r.ot, f.eepi. ^ pace c t h the 

t e a c h e r ' s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 

In 2^59 schools uast of '"orrntu were inspected oy 

the- new head of thr hodd Grtwiner i d e e l , 0't.or^i h.R. ^ock-

tu rn , fi*/. Jr. view of J3D s r i l i t y air, hit. J n \uir4, Loth in 

Lcotlar.d «:nd on the cont inent , he - £*s f bl( to L r i r 0 a qui te 

unbitisec', though r a the r youthful judgment to Lear upon the 

proclem. ' u g a r d i : ^ tie union school a t Perth Inspector 

Cockcurn v^rote ft- follows s t the time of h i s o f f i c i a l v i s i t t 

on i-.-gust 35, 1359:V 

1 nave this day carefully exatdia-d t) e Grammar School 
Department of the P*>rtn I ublj c School in L,'ti:i, Greek, 
hncient history, French, Mgebrp and other stadias, and 
it is with £3reat piepsure, I feel 7iyc^2T ju^tlfl^d in 
rendering my fcpinion, that I know of few, of no United 
Schools more efficiently conducted end in riich various 
-upiis were ior« s eL-* ̂ f^ctory, the teaching >.ab tl orough-
the discipline correct, and everything tt, ,•: Lt.ticfaction. 

This report on tre Perth Jchool >,?s certcihl}' different from 

his attit ide toward union schools in Ooneral. 

School 
8. ii/.N. Be l l , T* c rtyelpT.nf-nt of the i nU r i c I in}, 

, Toronto,Universi ty of lorcnto P res s , l ° l o , p . 73 . 

9, — t Minutes of the bo^rc1 oJ cL ca t ion . August 
26, 1859, Town office, Perth, 

file:///uir4
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Concerning union schools, in general, Inspector 

Oocxburn found that many of chem -.rare not really graiMiar 

jcnoolu and so-io tforo not ovo.i doing good coi-mon school work. 

de b̂ ar.ud ths exi^tenco of co many union schools o.i the poverty 

of the 0rc;:iiiah ssnool board which oft on Torcud thou into uniting 

with common school hoard. Hu bsliovud tliat oae naster grammar 

school de-artmynts wore inadequate. They were tpo sraall to do 

justice to sundent3 preparing for ;.ho nii7-v::iL.y and er- the 

same li^e the iateroato of tne coi^on jc'nools suffer. He 

founa the antranea examination v.'as not demanded in his inspect­

orial section nor had the schools carried out the proscribed 

program, ^ince Inspector Cookburn's criticism of union schools 

was soobjectively za&de, and since the faults that he found 

were reiterated by Inspector George Pacton Young a few years 

later, the ichool at Perth must h&vc felt proud indeed, to have 

received such an excellent report. 

Luring this period co-educt,tion caiae to be recognized 

as u future possibility. The female principal of LLe Perth 

I uclic Lchool vx.s dispensed vith ir. the suramer of I858; this 

served to break down the rigid barriers which existed between 

the two departments. Pupils who had formerly been taught by 

Miss Bjerthwick, the female principal, were now to be taught 

in the ^rammar school dep,. tr.ent. This /.as a victory for 

co-education LI, -v.'y the }vrr before in Jan. 1857 Mr Bell 
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the Principal of the Perth Public School and Miss Murray, 

the principal of the feraale department had disagreed on 

the matter of having "junior male rupile goin^ upstairs to 

take classes with the girls while some girls were allowed to 

attend some of Mr Bell's classes in Arithmetic, Natural 

Philosophy and Geometry". Then again in August, 1858, a proposal 

was aadw at the meeting of the Board that A feraale assistant be 

employed in the grammar school as many of the Grasiraar School 

Pupils are females. Parents who now refuse to send their 

daughters to t he institution would then gladly do BO, the 

school would be aore popular, and Justice would be done to 

many ratepayers who now consider themselves unfairly dealt 

with. * although the motion was negatived, a certain 

relaxation in the separate education of the sexes can be for-

seen. 

10. — —•>, HlnutciB of i e B oard of Education, 
,, Perth, Jan. ts, 1857. 

11. , ibid., iugust 6, 1&5H. 
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EDUCATIONAL PUuGilKSJJ 1#40 - 1«$0 

Having reviewed the school development in Perth 

between 1840 and 1360, let us now see how this local develop­

ment fitted into the broader picture of educational progress 

throughout the province. The period was one of increased 

educational legislation, which revealed that a large part 

of the population was becoming conscious of the importance 

of schools and of their educational status* During the 

period, uniformity in texts, courses of study and methods, 

local taxation for school purposes and the elimination of 

patronage in the distribution of school grants all led to 

advancement in education. Much of the legislation of the 

period aims at securing better teachers1 and to elaborate 

on this legislation the remainder of the chapter is planned. 

This period saw the introduction of centralized expert 

control over the certification of toachorst Prior to the 

opening of the Normal School in 184^ the common method of 

licensing teachers was by local boards of examiners. Lven 

forthe first eight sessions of the School, no certificates 

of qualification were given to its graduates.2 

1. J. G. AIthouse, The Ontario Teachert (unpublished 
thesis), Toronto, Ontario College of hducation, 1929, p. 37. 

2. J. 0. Hodgins, Documentary History of education 
for Upper Canada. Toronto, King's Printer, 1903, Volume 4, p.256, 
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However, after Normal School graduates car.e to receive 

certificates on the recommendation of the Principal und his 

staff, those who graduated were greatly in demand, iilthoû h 

untrained teachers could still secure a county certificate to 

teach, the class ofteacher most likely to succeed had a 

certificate which was r«cofonized throughout the nrovinco end 

which carried the approval of the central Department of 

Education. 

Higher qualifications came t o n<an greater prestige 

for t he teacher. In i-'60 First Class Provincial Certificate! 

could be secured only after two or more sessions at the Normal 

School; second clasa Provincial Certificates sequired attend­

ance for at least one session.3 The i.'orn&l ;V'>ool jreduate 

could move about from place to place without reexarr nation, 

while those holding a county certificate were restricted 

to U e- county in which it v.as issued, lhese County Boards 

now became wers agents of the Provincial Government :.nd 

examined candidates for definite knowledge and sv*;cific skill. 

This raising the minimum requirements for all cl«ssos of 

county certificates protected the public against the most 

ignorant type of teachers, and gaue to teachers a higher 

social status as well. During this period a teacher cane to 

3. G. Kodgins, ibid.. Volume 14, p. <i8-#9. 
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be recognized as a specially prepared practitioner who had 

more than a mere academic background but who had extensive 

and specific professional preparation for the position he was 

to fill. 

Teachers' Institutes came to increase and share 

professional knowledge during this period. These Institutes, 

as a rule, lasted form two to five days. In the year 1850 

twenty Institutes were held,^- one being at Perth; after this 

they were discontinued. However, by I860 Teachers' Associations 

were fairly numerous. The sense of unity fnd strength gave to 

teachers a much higher social status. 

County Conventions, organized dmring this period served 

to stimulate and guide public opinion. Headed by Ryerson, 

the County Convention was a public mass meeting at which 

the Superintendent would discuss education with the District 

School Superintendent, the Clergy, the Trustees and Teachers 

and Friends of Elemental Education. One of these Countv 

Conventions was held on Saturday, March 5, at Perth. 

Another method begun in 1848 by Hyerson and later 

continued by George Hodgins to acquaint the people with the 

principles, policies pnd applications of education was the 

publishing of a monthly Journal of Education.' It covered all 

4. J.G.Althouse, ibid., p. 61, 
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inspirational and timely topics and reiterated the importance 

of trained and effective teaching personnel. It advocated 

careful selection, better living conditions and higher salaries 

for teachers. Not until 1860 did a professional journal for 

teachers appear. This was called the Educational Advocate. 

During this period supervision was accepted as a part 

of the Upper Canada school system. First the trustees, later 

the District Council and still later the appointed County 

Superintendent were responsible for visiting and inspecting 

the schools. The Act of 1843 required the appointment of a 

local superintendent by the municipal council of each city, 

town or township. Township superintendents..were replaced 

in the Act of I846 by District Superintendents, primarily L 

because capable officials could not be secured. The School 

Act of I846 legalized school visitors, such as judges, justices 

of the peace, wardens and district councillors. In I847 the 

Boards of Education took from the municipal councils the 

appointment of superrtfendents. These officials were no longer 

learned aristocrats. They could license teachers and were 

Idx&ked on as friends and helpers. Their lack of teaching 

experience made them of little assistance to the earnest but 

blundering and unqualified teachers, but their remuneration, 

not over $100, was too small to expect a great deal in return. 

During this period teachers came to receive slightly 
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better salaries. In I84O teachers received less than labourers; 

in 1849 they received about $10. a week and board around; 

in 1855 rural teachers received about £56 a yearf With the 

decline of the custom of boarding around came a more respect­

able, status for teachers. Teachers came to receive their 

money soon after it was earned. The greatest advance in 

salaries came between 1855 and 1860 when a slight incret.se 
7 

is reported in spite of a decline in the cost of living.' 

To further secure the teachers, the Department issued 

a Superannuation Scheme in 1853. It was to aid "worn-out" 

Common School Teachers. The Legislative appropriation was too 

small, the pension meagre, and the teacher had to admit 

pauperhood before he could draw on the fund. It did however, 

show an increased state responsibility for the welfare of its 

own public servants. 

The period between I84O and i860 was marked by a 

slight salary improvement, the ability of salaries to with­

stand a general depression, the disappearance of the custom 

of bearding around, a more specific definition of a teacher's 

duty and some small effort to protect his rights and safeguard 

his old age. As a result of these improvements a greater 

number of native-born turned to teaching. 

6. J.G. Althouse, ibid.. p. 80. 

7. G. Hodgins, ibid.. Volume 9, p. 213-213. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

Having pursued the developments in education within 

the District of Bathurst to the i860, the author now purports 

to summarize these advances and recapitulate briefly certain 

conclusions already expressed or inferred. 

Education began in Upper Canada fro.a the laudable 

desire of offical and' other immigrants of the higher classes 

from Great Britain to educate their sons in the same way as 

they TOidd have been educated had they remained at home. 

They succeeded in persuading the government to establish 

and partially support eight such schools by the Act of 1807. 

In 1816 provision was made for comiaon schools. Common Schools 

spnang up quickly; the grammar schools didnot however,receive 

popular support. A foundation had thus been laid for educat­

ional progress when the settlers came to the "Settlement on 

the Rideau;'Mcrthe District of Bathurst., in 1816. 

The account of the early settlement and the conditions 

under which the immigrants came to Upper Oanada reveals their 

enthusiasm respect and interest for education. The selecting 

of their teacher, Mr Holliday before coming to Canada shows 

the emphasis and importance they attached to their children' s 

schooling. Their reluctance to see Mr Holliday removed from 
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his position revealed their loyalty. 

The primitive housing which the Reverend Wm. Bell, 

Mr Holliday^successor found available for his 18 pupils was 

in keeping with other developments in the colony. His curr­

iculum was , however, far in advance of that in the great 

majority of schools of the time. The most of the teachers 

could seldom go beyond the 3 RTs. 

The District Grammar School was established in Perth 

in 1823, under the provincial Act of 1807. A record of attend­

ance at Perth in the }rear 1823 sfcows ah average Of 20 pupils. 

The Perth school is reported as having a fairly good curriculum 

in 1838. In 1841 each District was empowered to establish 

two additional grammar schools and a grant of £100 annually 

for each school was authorized. In three years, the number 

of schools doubled, there being twenty-five in 1845. 

The early common schools of the Bathurst District are 

described in Chapter Six. These schools were often kept in 

one room in a house (often upstairs). After 1840 there is 

a definite trend toward providing of buildings constructed for 

the purpose. 

The teachers were of a poor quality prior to I84O. 

Qualifications and training were poor as were personal habits 

and qualities. Salaries and teaching conditions were too 

unattractive to secure better common school teachers, A 

recognition of the problem by public spirited citizens lied 
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to a greater attention to the certificating and excelning of 

teachers which finally ended in the establishing of the first 

formal School. 

Conditions considered to be typical of those which 

prevailed in the common schools before 1840 are included in 

the story of Robert Mason of the Lanark School. A rugged 

generation required rugged discipline. Fights and corporal 

punishments were the order of the day. Heading, Spelling, 

writing and Counting were the principal subjects of the 

curriculum. 

The next important step was i.he appointment of a 

Cnief viapej intendent of education for Upper Canada. He 

devoted the greater part of his attention to the common schools. 

he adopted &,na adapted many excellent ideas from other countries. 

he advocated a stronger central control without destroying 

local interest, initiative and power. The Act of 1846 provided 

for teacher training at Kormai and Model Schools to be estab­

lished. It also gave to the Municipal District Council the 

ri&ht to levy upon the rateable property of the District a 

school tax. School sections were to be established. District 

superintendents were to be appointed by the Municipal District 

Council. Loeal professional men were authorised to visit the 

schools, question and examine the pupils, advise teachers 

license teachers and report to the District ûparlntotidertt. 

ryerson himself apportioned the ^rant a'nong tne districts after 
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the Distirct had met specific required standards. The accept^ 

ance of the Act required time and teaching, but its effects 

were felt in every District in the province. 

The Act of I84I had provided for the opening of ; 

additional Grammar Schools in each District. Consequently, 

within a few years schools were opened in Smith's Falls, 

Lanark, Renfrew, and Carleton Place. Expansion was everywhere 

in progress. The number of grammar schools in the province 

had increased from 39 in 1849 to 64 in I853. Thi3 multiplication 

of grammar schools meant that eacii school would have fewer pupils 

and teachers.. Schools were set up in small hamlets quite un­

able to sustain them; as a result many were forced into union 

with the common school. 

i-i discussion of the powers of the Grammar School Trustees 

in the District of Bathurst reveals the authority which the 

central authorities held. Not until the Act of 1853 did the 

grammar schools become a more local concern; by this iict 

local authorities were permitted to assess for the support 

of grammar schools, and trustees came to be appointed by the 

County Councils, rather than by the Crown. 

After permission had been granted for t lie opening of 

union schools the trustees of the District of Bathurst appealed 

to the Perth District Trustees for such a union. A new school 

known as the Perth Public School was erected in 1852. It was 
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to accommodate both the County Grammar School and the common 

schools of the town of Perth. 

The constitution of the Union School at Perth was 

made in conformity v«ith existing educational legislation. 

It provided for the subsequent establishing of a Separate 

School in the community. The joint board determined the curr­

iculum, managed the affairs of the school, determined the 

teachers to oe hired and the books and apparatus to be used. 

Money was to be raised from t.vo sources, the tax on the prop­

erty and fees from pupils living beyond the corporation. This 

was the realization of Ryerson's dseam for free schools. 

During the 50's certain trends are outstandingly 

noticeable. The first was the determination of the Board of 

Education to ̂et teachers with a Normal School trainjfciig. The 

second was the breaking down of tho barriers between the sexes 

so that girls and boys could be taught in the same classes. 

This period saw the first regular professional inspection. 

All of these innovations in education have long since become 

permanent and indispensable realities. 

Chapter Thirteen deals with legislation during the 

period between 1840 and 1860 which ai::ied at securing better 

teachess. The introduction of Normal School training meant 

that all teachers had to know more in order to teach. The 

day of the ignorant teacher had gone. Higher qualifications 
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brought a greater prestige and respect. Teachers Institutes, 

County Conventions, educational journals, an improved system 

of inspection, a superannuation plan, and slightly higher 

salaries all worked together to bring to the schools a better 

class of teacher which meant improvement and progress. 
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AbstBact of the Distribution made by the Board 
for 63 of the Common Schools in the District oj 
and ending June 30, 1824. 

No, Name 

1. Henry Clarke 
2. Robert Clarke 
3. Peter Campbell 
4. Kdward Hudson 
5. Rev.Geo.Buchanan 
6. Wm. Leslie 
7. Samuel McEachen 
8. Benjamin Jett 
9. Robert Ormsby 

10. Helen Buchanan 
11. John Robson 
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13. John Donald 
14. Wm. Hood 
15. John Mclntyre 
16. Rev. Andrew Glen 
17*'.John Lee 
18. Thomas Dodd 
19. Matthew Rockwood 
20. Robert Mason 
21. James Aikenhead 
22. John Gillow 

Pd. David Bog Clerk to Bd. of Education 
Allowance to do for Stationery 
Pd. for a book to do 
Mr Buell's acct. for printing ^ years report 
Rev. Mr Gammel do do 
Pd. Mr Boulton 1% for bringing money fwomYork 
Pd. do for postage 
370 on £250 
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APPENDIX 2 

RETURN OF CGMJiON SCHOOLu IN DISTRICT OF BATnaRST, SEPT.17,1^31 

TKACHLR 

1. Thomas Hall 
2. Robert Clarke 
3. David Barr 
4. Charles Manley 
5. John Stewart 
6. Alex Alexander 
7. John Campbell 
8. Michael Petterson 

9. Joseph Radford 
10. John Watt 
11. Isabella McFarlane 
12. Peter McDermot 

13. David McFarlane 
14* James Kent 
15. Hugh McEwen 
16. Thomas Ferguson 
17* John Nowlaa 
18. Hugh; McDermot 

19. George Hone 
20. John Maxwell 
21. John G'Mara 

22. Wm. Green 
23. Wm. Peacock 
24. tfm. Gordon 
25. Geo. Mitchell 
26. James Mathie 
27. John Manley . 
28. James Baird 
29. Robert Mason 
30. Wm. Scott 

31. James Hood 
32. George Easton 
33. Jonn Donald 
34. John Duncan 

TOWNSHIP 

Bathurst 
Bathurst 
Bathurst 
Bathurst 
Bathurst 
Bathurst 
Bathurst 
Bathurst 

Drummond 
Drummond 
Drummond 
Drummond 

Beckwith 
Beckwith 
Beckwith 
Beckwith 
Beckwith 
Becgwith 

G oulbourne 
Goulbourne 
Goulbourne 

Lanark 
Lanark 
Lanark 
Lanark 
Lanark 
Lanark 
Lanark 
Lanark 
Lanark 

Dalhousie 
Dalhousie 
Dalhousie 
Dalhousie 

BOYS 

10 
13 
14 
10 
14 
8 
11 
15 

16 
16 
15 
9 

11 
12 
20 
14 
12 
9 

15 
13 
16 

12 
10 
15 
16 
12 
16 
13 
17 
14 

10 
12 
9 
12 

GIRBS 

11 
12 
11 
13 
9 
12 
13 
9 

6 
10 
8 
16 

14 
13 
13 
13 
14 
14 

14 
12 
9 

11 
13 
10 
14 
9 
9 
13 
14 
12 

14 
14 
13 
9 

TOTAL 

21 
25 
25 
23 
23 
20 
24 
24 

22 
26 
23 
25 

25 
25 
33 
27 
26 
23 

29 
25 
25 

23 
23 
25 
30 
21 
25 
26 
31 
26 

24 
24 
22 
21 
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TEACHER 

35. Robert Mills 
36. Joffrey Donohoe 

371 John McDugold 
38. Geo. Harrower 

39. John Young 
40. David Campbell 
41. Finlay Sinclair 

42. James Maloney 

43 • Margaret Cosgrove 

44. rMark Kerr 

45 . Alex Pollock 

46. Geo. Mclntyre 

47. Geo. Stone 

TOWNSHIP 

Huntley 
Huntley 

BOYS 

17 
14 

N.Sherbrookel7 
N.Sherbrookel4 

Ramsay 
Ramsay 
Ramsay 

Bytown 

Goulbourne 

Ramsay 

Bathurst 

Darling 

Richmond 

15 
11 
13 

12 

15 

14 

12 

15 

26 
636" 

GIRLS 

16 
12 

13 
13 

14 
13 
12 

15 

13 

13 

11 

13 

589 

TOTAL 

33 
26 

30 
27 

29 
24 
25 

27 

28 

27 

23 

28 

1225 

Michael H a r r i s , M.B.E. 



APPENDIX 3 

REGULATIONS OF BATHURST DISTRICT SCHOOL 

1. That the first quarter shall be from 1st July to 
1st October. That the 2nd quarter shall be from 1st October 
to 1st January. That the 3rd quarter shall be from 1st January 
to 1st April. That the 4th quarter shall be from 1st April 
to 1st July. 

2. That there shall be a vacation from the 24th Secember 
to the 2nd January on Good Friday and three weeks in Summer 
commencing 1st July in each year, 

3. That the Quarterly fees shall be at the discretion 
of the Trustees as follows: For English Reading, Orthography 
Granwr.r, Writing, and Geography or any of the other Branches. 
Quarterly 15s. For Latin, Greek, History and Mathematics with 
the above , quarterly 20s. For each bx'anch not included in the 
above list in addition to t he fee as above, quarterly 5s. 

4. That broken quarters at first entrance shall be paid 
for only in proportion to the time of atlendace at the rates 
established, but no reduction from the entire fee to be allowed 
for the first quarter after the summer vacation. No broken 
quarters to be allowed on leaving the school. No deduction made 
for absence in sickness unless extending to one-half quarter. 
There shall be an extra charge for fuel and cleaning school 
room. 
For 2nd and 3rd quarters 2s, 6d. . 
For 4th quarter Is, 3d. 
For pen and ink Is, 3d. 

5. That the school shall commence at 9 o'clock when 
the roll shall be called immediately before prayers. 

6. That a register of absence be kept by the Headmaster. 

7. That the hours of attendance be 5 each day from 9 
till 12 and from 2 till 4 P.M. with the. exception of Saturday 
which day shall be a half holiday. 

8. That the business cf the day be closed with prayer. 
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9. That quarterly reports regarding the conduct and 
progress of each pupil be sent to their respective guardians 
and parents. 

10. That a register be kept by the Head Master in which 
the following particulars shall be entered viz: 

1. Name of Pupils 
2. Age and Birthplace 
3. Address of Parents and Guardians 
4. When Admitted 
5. Time of Leaving 
6. Rank in School on Leaving 

11. That each boy on leaving school receive a certificate 
from the Head Master stating the time during which he was a 
pupil in the said school, his rank on leaving with such remarks 
in his progress as the master may think fit to make. 
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nh j.L'STtUCT Or 

int; history of hdiĝ t.ion in the District of bathurst 

Kaurice Llrnest Williana, Thesis (M.k.) 
Ottawa University, 1951. 

The pr.l'Ŵ y purpose of tH.H thesis 5 s to investigate 

the progress of sstduovtiou in the District of Bathurst from the 

coming of tho first .settlors to the yenr I860, and to rtveel 

the specific inprovements accomplished during that times. In 

this way a keener pers-, active of and appreciation for our 

present educational system maybe developed. Original documents 

in the Public fvrcs Ives at Ottawa, and tho .tecord Books of the 

Proceedings of t Ue. Board of education 1 n Perth as well ti-s 

many seconuary sources served to provide the materiaA lor the 

work. 

The first chapter reviews t u»-. early school legislation 

which he J fei.\ y ut i-to effect in Upper Canada before the 

arrival of the esi'uiest settlors in the .^strict oi Latuursti 

The ^eogrtphical background and Doundaries OL the *a strict 

tale up the remainder of tne chapter. This i'irot ch^-t^r 

places the topic in its proper historical «nd geographical 

setting 
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The main body of the work deals with both the common 

and grammar school development within the District of Bathurst, 

Loaal schools, masters, rules and regulation, curricula and 

conditions are not lost sight of in an attenpt to reveal the 

general educational progress within thy District ana its 

relation to the broader educational picture throughout the 

province. 

An atte apt is -aade to siuiu'auae a1^ tne proper points 

the conditions and progress to 1640 and uv.iii again to 15'tO. 

The l^st chapter revievn-- tl e uevelopments Iron -one beginning, 

and dBaws conclusions. The appenaix contains certain school 

returns and distributions and regulations which are referred 

to in the thesis proper. i,n abstract of the history 01' Education 

in the District of .datr urst concludes the work. 


