SDUCATLIUN I Th DISTHICY GF BuTHURST -

By Maurice E, Williams

LARLY hIoWUnY OV

1hesis presented to the Faculty of srts
of the Wniversity of Ottawa in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the

Master of Arts Degree,

Perth, Canada, 1951,



UMI Number: EC56197

INFORMATION TO USERS

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy
submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations
and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper
alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion.

®

UMI

UMI Microform EC56197
Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code.

ProQuest LLC
789 East Eisenhower Parkway
P.O. Box 1346
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346



1.COGNITION

This thesis has been prepared under the direction
of the School of Graduate Studies, of which Reverend R. H.
Shevenell is director.

Thanks are extended to t he County neglstrar at
Perth, to the Dominion Archives in Uttawa, to the Provincial
Archives in Toronto, to the Ontario College of ELducation

and to many others for suggestions and advice.



FIGU.ES
Figure page

1. Comparative Study of Ovening of New Schools
and the Increasing attendance from 1827-1847..46



TABLE OF CUNTENTS

Chapter

INT&OD{}CTION [ ] [ [ ] [ ] L] - [ ] L) [ ] L ] * L 4 L] L]

1.-BARLY LDUCATIONAL LEGLSLATION AND BOUNDARIES . .

1, Larly Legislation
2., The Geographical Background

11 ."L‘;ARLY S.»JTTL.C.;.MLNT " 8 8 & e e s e & e 8 »
ITI . -0 ilY LDUCh.ICaAL BEGINNINGS o o o o o o
IV,-THL waBElY CGILANMAR SCHOQL AND MAZTLIS o .

1. The School
2., Early Masters

Vao=-Gurlan SCHOOL ThUGHLLs T 1840 o o o

L] . [ ] .

[ [ L L]

s L I 1 [}

VI,«EARLY Clpusll SCHUOGLO OF TouTE ANL DIOVRICT o o o

1. Early CGommon Schools in Perth
2. Barly Common Schools¢ Throughout the

VII.-COMMCN LCHOOL EDUCLTIUN BLFURI 1840. . .
VIIT =il AT JASON = o PLONI Ll TriChial o o o

IX,-d¥ulio N AND EDUCATIVMAL LOCICIL 7L L,

THE 18L0'8 . . ¢ « o o »
Ko=aDDIPTIURNAL Giadlitait SCHOOLS o+ o o o o o o
XI .-Gt sirad 5CH00L DoVELOPLENT IN TLITH. o .

1. Trustees and Their Fowers
2. The New Gchool in Ferth

I .-THE 1 OaTE PUBLIC GCHLCL TG 186C. & &4 o &
XIII .-EDUCATIUNAL FROGHESS 184L0-1860 . . . o
XTIV, -SUMMARY ~ui CUNCLUSIUN o o o o o o o o o

District

page

L5

60

66
83
88

88
%

98
108
113


http://III.-iL-.itLY

TABLE OF CONTENT

Chapter

BIBLIOGR;EEY . . & e o &

sppendix

S

.

1. ABSTKACT OF THE DISTRIBUTIN OF TL. Blawb uF

cDUCATION .

2. RETURN OF Thil COM/ON SCHOOLS,

L]

[ ] L] .

o L *

3. RBGULATIONS OF TH: BATHURST DISTRICT SCHOOL .
Lo ABST.ACT OF TH HISTORY GF RDUCATION IN THE

DISTRICT OF BATHUS

L)
S

page

+119

«123
124
.126



INTRODUCTION

The purpose o) trnis thesis 1s to traece the growth
¢f the gchool systom ru the Pistriet of Batimrst rrom the
time of the Tirat seltlers to vhe Digtriet to the yesr 1860,
It 12 ngow well ovur oune hundred and thirty yers eince the
Firvet gohool oF the Digtriect wa~ o.ened; eoneequently, 1f
a eonnected sceount of the sduvntional nistory of thie early
period 1e¢ o0 b writt=n it seeme that 1t mus: be undertaken
at onees. By lonking back over ths veare that cur educstional
eyntam ha« 2een developing, by observing in ,roper oserspective
the changes 1in gtatus and standa-cs during those yearw, :.nd
by familigarizinr cur-alves with the increasing growth and
influsnce whioh educ- tion hag acqilrsd, we com- to truly
appreciat: the institution ae 1%t staude to-day. Such a study
alao halps to foater a deeper res,.ect for thoge pioLeer
fathers who worked under great haufdicars to aive thelr
ehildren the adventages which ther sirncersly believed eduest-
isn had to offer.

Jinee tre Bat;riret Dimgtrioct wae 1ot orcated .u 61l
eduo-tion had mide 1ite humble Le. inning- elerewhars in the
provivea of Upper Canada, & gnort sraview of th. ~rrly ccicols
in tha provine: an® of ths Aete of 1807 zad L#le will provide
2 background sud & as%ting Tor the later developme:te in

efucation witnin the Dlatriet of Bathirst. Then, too, the
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early boundaries of the THietriet and the latsr geographleal
ehanges whish develoned provide a gubject of disou~sion in
¢rder that the geographioal area under investigation in this
presant theeis mavy ba diativet an? well Adefined, Thig provides
the text for Chapter One.

The main subetance of the work Asals with »oth
elementary and geeondary esohonl dsvelonomernt from the time of
the comine of the Tirsgt smettlare to %he District., Beginning
with & sumemary of educational legislation which had teen
passed »rior to the coming of the riret gsettlare, tirs thesie
atternts to relate later sduentionsl Jevelopmentes witnin the
Metriot t0 these early zovernmental regulatione, Ag a
chauge in eduodtional statug seemed to be noticeadble after
ths year 1840 that date ie need to mark the end of the garly
develo.mental period in aducation, An socount of the early
gramnmar s:.4 common gehool developme:t in the Bathurst Digtrioct
in general and in Perth in partiocular with a gspecinl seeount
c¢f one of the Digtrict's oldest teach~re gserves to bring our
acsount up to tnat year,

Aftar the year 1H40 and tho subsequen’t appointment of
Egerton Byerson as Superintendent of Rducation much leglelat=~
ion is implemented whieh influences efueation throughout the
provii.ee. How %biz led to th: grarmar school expansgion in

the Dietrict and to new developmente in the town of Perth
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is the substanc:z of geveral crasters. Many improvements
affeoting tne teaching profession are %Hhen o6ited to nhow
the general progress up to 1L8o0. A final ohapter serves to
roview in proper perspective ths composgite development from
the beazinning u, to that year.

Since the %own of sartn wam the anrliast gsti-lement
and the capital town of the Digtriet, it wae choseu ac the
gseat or the Msestrist drammar sohool. Thug, for almes;t a
quarter of a ceuntury "“erth had the only necontiary school in
the Distriets. Then other sihools acame into sxistence theyw
were fashionad after the originrl Distrlict “chool and folliowed
mich the same pattern. lio attenpt is made here %0 givs a
detailed desoription of sducatlon 1a there uther eschools;
the District Sohool gt Perth may ve taken 3=z typloal.

This work attempts vo cover & phase oI history which
hae been little explired or recorded, Senktor Haydoi, in his

Fionecr ketvchep in the Diatricet of ’athurstl gugaests that

trhe evory of the sohool develupment io the Bathuret District
i® one whieh onght to be explorsds HMs reglricts hic mention
of the Digtrict's carly sducation to ti: teaehors wh.c came

with the immigrants from tne Cld land., Aft:r an sxhausgtive

search the author ean fiad votnlinr that na~ Laeel written on

~oviensbamy

1. Andrew ¥a - don, Pionser Sketcheg in the 2dptrict of
Bathurst, Tororto, Ryersbn Prees, L1929, P L06.
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the subject.

To completely exhaumst the .ogeible sources of
information on the topic ig uot the aigg of thiez tr-oatige.

A general picture of education in the Bathuret Digbtriot, by
reference 10 some gpeeilfic sechoolg, ig all that iz purposed.
Such information seoourately compiled and weighed should
assligt gomy futurse regearch seloclar %0 coutact and collect
from esach o0f the rural schoolg of the Digtr.et 1%e respsctive
edueatiponal history. Such an endsavour lieaz e.tirely beyond
the plen vf this eceqy.

This preee;t eompilation and svaluation of early
educational data in the Digtrie’ of Bathurst may serve to
acquaint some readers with Yascts previously unkown. To the
elducator, probleme which have proven to be pit-fallg may in
future be guarded againet; technigues which mve it the paet
led $0 successrul outoomes, may possibl, be followsd., By thiag
humhle beginning the etuvdent of lucal nlstory may be encouraged
t0 investigate aud complete a full ard comprehensive Piatriet
history. %ut adbove all, puoch & study ghould brouden our
vision and elarify our perspective of thig lous, stoney path
up whiocn our edusstional myeten bas ¢limbed sitce the daye

of the first piloneers.
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b de BALLY Loalolallow

Sdrce the educationul policy of nti- province really
took Adefinite torm witn the comin, of (ol nel John &Gruves
Fimoon in 1797, it will be nrgevr T %0 0.t line the ne jor
sduastional developmense fror that yosr to the time when
ths Bathurst Digtriet wam created in 1822 1f a <stisfictory
underss-ifing 8’ tr2 Iater afd w-tlonal feveleomrntg within
the Matrict 1a to bs aequirsd,

Prom "o tive of ri~ arrival 1r Upper Canada Colonel
Sineor axpvarsed hlg senirntion~ "of estahlisbhRg grammer
sonoole An cvery dictr’ At #1498 v lversity st their Eead
at the seat of guve}nm@u "l, Tn a l-tter to Sir Joseph
Banxs, Presgide~t of the Qayal “pgiaty, =nd 8.:%ef the eST}th
of Jamu-rr 1731, "imaon wrote 7% 0llnwe: "chotla ‘nVﬂ haen
ghamofully neglest \d=-g collsge 0f » hloter olrax would be
eminantly ugsrul, and wﬁnlﬂ q%"@ a tore of minei;ls -8

paLi-rs thet woul” be of Anfinits suprort to rcvgr"ﬁert"ao

1. G. Rodelne, Dooumeitory Niztorv of “ducstion in
Upper Camuds, Torounto, Xlng's Zriuter, Tolume T, P s

2. G. Hodging, ibid, Volume I, p. 1l.
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Although ‘igooe never 4id raeceive the support of the people
on this matter of 8 univergity, he rewained congtant in his
viewg %0 the laet.

In etating the need and pressin,: the demands for a
public =chool 9imecoe did meset with A graater measure of
guccess. In a letter to tne Duke of Portls:.d, then <eoretary
of State, and dated the eigshth of November, 1795,5 Governor
Simcoe gpecified two places, Kingeton and Niagars, where
minicters were willines to undertake the tenching duties until
a proper person should be provided. In reply to this expressed
nead the Duke of Portlaud gave his congent to the maintenarce
0f schoolmastere, but required that such appointees be thorough~
ly competent to tesch reading, writing, acecounts snud mensuration.
Graex and Lati.., the Puke belisved, could be laft $0 th: east-
ablisnmantas at Juebsc ard Fontreald., These concaseiong 414
not eatiesfy Simcoa. Ye gtill believed thut if the ohildren
of the gentlemen of Upper Canada were to be prevented from
being sent to the United Statcg where t-elr British priuseiples
mizht be perverted, higher oeducation wa- needed,

The pioneer settlers, the mort of whom '~d been living

3. G Hodglns’, ibiﬂ, Volum- 1, Pe 13.

4, W.N,Bell, The Develo,ment of tre (mt,.rio Tigh
*ghool, Toronto, Universlty OF TOTGItO “re-8, L 18, De L2
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in the proviunce for only a short time, did not agree with
the arlgtocratic outlook of those who came directly from
Great Britain. Accustomed to irdependence in social,
political, and religious matters, these Loyaliasts from the
colonles 0 the scuth brought the democratic vieion of
education as well. They bslieved that rich and poor alike
were worfihy of the advantages of edueatdion.

Neverthelesz, negotlations continued betweer provin-
oial authorities aud the British Goveranment Iror the support
of the grammar gorools which had been promdésed. In accord-
ance with the recommendationg of itbe Honourable Peter Russell,
President of the Legiglative Couneil, the Royal jand Grant
was established in 1797;2 1t allowed a grant of approximately
500,000 .aeres, to be sold as directed by the Crown, for the
establignment and maintenance :of fowr grammar schoolg and
a university ir Upper Canada. The mancer and extent of rend-
ering the Crown lands useful and productive for Lhe formstien
0of a fund Yor thieg purpoce nad not yet been detvtermiuned; ten
years elapsed before any action was taken.

During this decade between 1797 and 1807 private
gschoole came into existence in Upper Canada, and performed a

highly uszeful service. Most of thege schools were conducted

5., W.N, Bell, ibid, p. 14.
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by ministers. The mo-t rarmous oY theee schools was Opened
at Cornwall in 1803, by the @versend John Strachan.,® 1In
the year 1808 Dr, Strachai held the rirst publie ex rination
of hle senool, %o whien Harente and soturlier were iinvited to
bs present. CHtudeunts uridgerwert a rigid erarinntion in “he
latin Classics, Arithmetie, Bookkeeping, :lzmento of Meth-
emuaticy, Tlemeunts of Jeogr:uhy, an? Katurl and Civil Yietory.
Postry and pross ~eleqtionr were com)0med 10r the 0CO2 40N
Taen wagr the nature of the work of th. private schools of
wrich there may have been 200, good aut had, by 1817. These
privete ecnoole wars later abgorbed or r-.laced by proviseial
comMmon anf gramiuy schollg.

¥eanwhile the Legislature ra® bee:. doing littls or
nothing about the schooleg. Por the most vart publie feeling
was laeKkiug on thig subject. 1 petition from the Coanty of
Glengarry in 1804 asked that schoole be sebabli -»r@d, dut tshe
request wag rejected trree timee. The love for kuowledge
ai:é esoulLd learping wag only kept alive iu the chiei centres
of the ,roviuee by guel men ap lev. Dr. ‘tewart, hie son,
RaveG, Ckill “tewart, and nota ly by Rev. "r. .trachan,

ailded by librariss setalilighed herc aud thera."

60 ‘v.lﬁo 3911' 1bid. pv 140
7. Go Hoduing, 1biA, Volume 1, p. 41.
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It wag during the session or 1807 that the legislature
finslly agreed on its regponsibility to provide for an
education and pasged th: first Distriet Publie School Act,
whieh provided for the establisiment of a Fublie School in
sach 0f the eight Digsriets into wnich Upper Canads was
then divided. Thig Grammar School Aet of 1807 remained in
force, with some additions and amendme.ts uutil 1863. By
it the sum of £ 8O0 wse to be pald annually ror the estab-
lishment of a Public School,8 £ 100 to be paid to esch of
the eight Digtricet Grammer 3chnocl mastersin the proviuce.

The locationg of these gchoole were the rollowing:

Lecation Digtricts
1, Town of Sandwich Western
2. Township of Townseand London

3. Tewn of Niagara Niagara
4., Town oY York Home

. Townghip of Hamilton Neweagtle
6. Town of Kingeton Midlang
7. Townashin of Augusta Johngtowu
8., Town of Cornwall Taatern

In the distriste o London, Newcuctle and John-town the
exactlocation Ior the echool was to bae st such »lawus ae the
trustees or the majority or them ehould think proper to
appoint.

Thig tiret Digtrict Fublic 3erool Act, further

gtated that it shall and may bs lawful for th: Governor,

8. Public wag uszed in the Bnglish sense anf the use
0of the term ipdie=2ted the point of view. They were commonly
called District Grammar Schools.
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-

Lieuteusui~uov. reor, U oo, afdrinictrel | the J0Varn-
ma: % TO Srpoilnt Irom time to tii-, codl llues tLa.. five rit
apt dizerget crpe.p in waeh and ovorys dirtraict of the
provines 0 2@t ac Irustass o the wilie ‘'chools. The
tr 3le0~ were TO Domiirte a 4V peraui o, tesch.op, a.nd Yo
Pepers theilr n@miiatios 0 Lho JoVarLOY w.) 1lght glther

22irm oy ra2jset gues Lomius.tlon, L7 wull ag oxemining

o

a:d spori.ting teroh g the trastese cvull’ algd rencve 2
teacher Yer migdereanor or Lo impre.riety or oonduct,

Rule -~ and rogclatione rec.cobiag the cqonotle were 8lro made

—

hy ti+s trueteesg. LY t..a togehar uncld a ce-tiagaty v: hed
¥y the drugteer Or & LaJOrity O them 1in the dio%ra~t Al
which he had ta..zht gagscsczfully, Ly wag %0 » qelve hi
aalary i half-yearly ihgtallmentsg Iprom 3. Hecgiv.r=
General 0T tug Lroviwegs ach was tho. forgt deb L. Uipgs o
Canadwn -5 desl with public sducation.

Th.2 6% ocutinued %0 remal.. L. force .o spith of
repeatad aviempte Lo re.val ite he overrulc., ,uvy:r ol
the legielative Couseirl o0F weuica tue Jouvurabvle John .trachan
and ¥r. Cartwriagnt were iuflusiutial mambers, Zeyt tie .eb
in ¥oree 35 gpite of the oppogitivy oV Lhe o ,orin: L the
Houre 0t .asembly.

Although the ,eo0ple of the. lasBur. ‘arirlaet ex rossed

thelr actiefuotiorn witl the _ew Act 1. 4 1:%%epr adireogged
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to the Lieutenant~Goverror and dat.d at Cornwall vn the 9th
day of Catober, 1811, a pestition from t:.e Digtriet of New-
ecastle in the =sme yesr and from tse Midland Digtriet in the
following year revealed the eruges of complaint, 1t failed

{0 provide for "the middling, or poorer olacs of Hie Majeaty's
gubjecte™, fThe plensers belioved that the people in the

more remote partm of the. District failed to Berive the educ-
ational afdvantages of the District 8chool which were availabie
to those reriding in the centre itrpelf. High tultiou fees
made tha school expensive aud oxolusive, and resbricted the
attenianee to the families of the wsll-to-do.

In ¢the year 1811 the ’®nestown Academy was estsbiighed
at Bath "o provide a neans of e@ucation for their ehildren
nonrer home than wan Kingaﬁon"lo. Itinerant teachere, colleot-
ions of bookg, mohooling for zo0ldlers and & young ladieg?
gohool all gerved %o supplement the advantages derived fron
the Kingston Public Geammar Schoel in 1813 end 14. The
¥idland Distriet School Soolety was a.@o formed in lold-5.
However, the OGrammar School Aet of 1u07 remained.

In 181c the Lersislative Counoil gzeme way, and en

9, 0. Wodrine, ibid, Volume 1, p. 77.
10. ;_g_, 1bi&. Volume 1, Pe 77«
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ast wius pazsed anthoriging the establiahment of elementary
sahools shroughout the Frovinee,+l Phe Provirsial fuuls
were to provide $24,000, whioh wae %0 be divided arong tie
ten Digtriots of the proevines, (In 1B1(, two new Digirietas,
Gere and Ottawa, wore organized.) To ecta lish & school,
the people of any town, village or jSownship were to meet
together, provided the attendsace of punils waz not to bhe
lepz then 20. Three fit and diacrest persocis wore $o bhe
enosen truamtees, and these we:s to ecxaiue Lndn the noassl
eharnater and capacity 07 a.y parcos willi.» =u becoms a
teacher aud 1o appount snim. The Srustong furt.or made rules
and regulations ror thair own aghoolr, aud cho~o tuxb~boolka
from a liat presgaribved by a district Board of “Aucaiison, to
whizh they were required to repurt. The proviielzl allow
ance to each sehool was in 1o ocare to exceecd £25,(3100);

the bal:-nce of sulery and ecuntingert oxpensesg haé to be made
wp by subeoriptions. By 120 Common Tchools had appsared
in almosgt every settlement in the province.

From theme foregoiug pnvagrayhs 1t 1z readily
digeernible $hat oonsiderable progrecs had been made 1u the
field of é8ucation previous to the earrival of the flrst
gsettlere in the Perth Jettlemernt wiaich l-ter becoxs & p ot
o the Diatriot of Bsthurst. The sfuecational machinery was

already in o,eration withii the provines; the %acsk that

11. W.N. Bell, ibid, p. 16.
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remained for the new settlers wer %0 harness this power to
meet thelr needs and requirements. The first stepe in the
providing of schools ror the new community will form the
text orf the next shapter.

Meanwhile, it 1ia necesssary to devote the rsmainder
of this ahapter to the geogmephliocal baokground of the
Districs of Bathurst, in-order that a vielon of the area
ander gtudy, in this pregent dhesis may be geen in its proper

hlgtoriaeal perapeative.
THT GROGRAPIC.L BACKGR.TLD

Having provided an outline of the earliest legislation
on edueation in the province of Upper Cansda, the author fesle
that it ies imperative to answer certain gquestions that may,
by thig time have arigen in the minds of the r-2gderms. When
wag the Piagtriet of Bathurst orsated? Where is this District
lo6a%e4T What wams the name of the area from whioh it wae
formed? Hav- 1tz boundaries remalned the same gince the time
of its Tormation? What pregent countles compose 1%? Ae sooOn
as these guestions have been answered and the geographical
bacxgroun? and boundaries of the Plgtriet krown, “he higt-
orical data may be better uiders$ood and appreeiated.

3ettlement heyonud the Ureat lekes and the Jt. lLawrcuoe

River first began. with the coming of the United Mmpire
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Loyalists from the United States. One record goes as far
as to say that "the Township of Montague, bordering on the
Rideau River was surveyed in 1774 by a Mr William Fortune "+2,
Of one thing there is little doubt. The coming of the Loyal-
iste brought a need fror dividingz the provinee into definite
dietricts.

Ag a result of this United Empire loyslist influx,
Lord Dorchester issued s Proclamation on the 24th of July,
1788, This divided the future province of Upper Canada into
four distriote to be known as Iunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nagsau
and Hesse..l;6 Four years later the names of these districts
were ohanged to Eastern, Midland, Home and Western. In the
game year the newly-crested province of Upper Canada was
divided into nineteen countieg.l4 This last divigion gawve us
the names by which many of the counties are still known.

3inee the Distriet of Bgthurst is the geographical
area with whieh the theme of this thesis 1z concerued, we
will restrict our study to the dastern Dietrict from which
our gphere of intersgt was later earved. In the year 1798

the Tastern District was greadly reduced in area; the gouthern

12, G.Hodgins, ibid, Volume 1, p. 229.

13. A Haydon, Pioneer 3ketches in the Digtrict of
Bathuret, Toronto, The Ryerson Fress, 1965, volume 1, D. 2.

14. 1d, ibid, Volume 1, p. 2.
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porvion or 1t befame the Distriet of Johnetowis The new
DPigtrict compoged of the gounties of Leeds, urenville and
Carleton also included the towughipa of lurgess, Elmegley
and Mentague, which are Low a part of Lauark County. The
new digtrict or Johustowu ig of further interect to this
gtudy siuce the Hideay Jettlements, whieh later Lecame the
1life centrc of the Digtrict of Bathurst, were in 1816, the
time of the first iruigration to the set lement, a part of
the Johnstowr Distrioct. On the 13th day of November, 1822,
3ir Peragrine ¥aitland iggued a Froevlamation deoclariug that
the County oy Carleton should be a geparate Platrict »y the
name of "Bathurat".ls The followiiny year Ferth was made ths
Judicial seat of this Digtrict. Briefly we may say thnt the
area under investigation was designated by the following
nameg.: Lunenburg, aster.:, Johangtowu and finelly Batharst.
After the Digtrict of 'athurst was e:.-ted, Lanark
County soou cams 1nto beinge. In the year 1824 an ict was
passed on the 13th of January. It was entitled "An Aot
to divide the county of Lanark viz: Bakhuret, Drummond,
Beckwith, Dalhousie, lanark, Rameay, Darling, lavant, horth
Sherbrooke, and ‘outh Sherbrooks,together with /11 the unsur-

veyed lands within the limite of the Dietrict of Bathuret with

15. A. Haydoxn, ibid, Volume 1, e 3
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such of the iglande of the Ottawa River as are wholly or in
greater partopposite to the #aid townehips and unsurveyed
land". Lanark County at rirst included a great portion of
Crown land which was later subdivided into townghipe aud
formed into the separate county of Renfrew. In addition to
Lanark County the Digtrict of Bakhuret at first incecluded the
County ot Carleton as well.

Ag the years went by, certain changes in boundaries
within the District altered both the county of Carleton and
the county of Lanark. In 1842 the Balhurst District was
divided and the easvern divigion became the Digtrict of
Dalhousie, now called the County of Carleton. ® In 1844
the portions of the townships of North Burgess, North
Elmsley and Montague which lay north of the Rideau water
gyetemgs became a part of the County of Lanark to give the
latter its present boundaries.

From this time rorward the Bathurst Digtrict included
the two united ocountier only, lLanark and Renfrew. Ag the
pupulation of Renfrew i.creased, a proclamation was 1ssued
in 1861 ereating Renfrew a provigional county apsrt from
Lanark. "In 1865 the pres=e.t county buildings at rembroke

were erected and in the f£911 of 1Boob tle final mecting of the

lo. A. Haydon, ibid, p. 213.
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dual county of Lanark and Renfrew, a4g 1t had exieted ag the
Dastrioct of Bathurst under 7ir Veregrine Maltland einos
1821, was held in Yerth, the 0ld chapter closged a.d a new
era bagun”.l7 About 1860 the word "Districet" disap, eared
from the official map.

Although we seldom hear the term ""igtrict of RBathuret]
mentioned to-day for the ,urpose of thie presgent historical
invectigation 1t will be used since ocur study of edueation
continues only to l¥o0. The Digtrict d1d change its boundariee
geveral times, but it hsg always been ide tified with Lanark
County.

3ince the mrea under siudy haeg been d4<¢rl.ed and sbnce
the early educational legislation has bee:. reviswed the next
chapter will tell of the early settlere to the Digtriet and

their interests and undert .kiize 1. the rleld o0  educsstion.

17, Yerth Courier, Center-ry idition, ierth, aug.3,1934.
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Since the sarly educational history of the Digtrict
is s0 olosgely inverwoven with the immigration of the first
gsettlers, a brief outline of conditious under which they
lert the 014 Land and arrived at the liew, will elarirty
complicationas and dsvelopme:.ts which occurred =oon atfter
they had settled.

I% was on the 29%h of Uotober, 1813, while the vap
of 1812-14 was at 1tg height, that lord Bathuret, the man
who Yor the next 19 years directed the Colo.:.ial poliey of
Great Britain, =8d4rec-sed to 3ir George rrevost, thon
Governor-General of the Canadas, & letter which bore the

following message:

"Haviin- remaon to believe that the rgame gpirit of
emi1gratio.. which has 0f late years drawn go many of

the Seoteh peasantry $0 settle in the United 3Jtates
ghall continue to urevail iu the Higrlaudg, and that
there are at thig moment s co.sidernble number of the
natives ot “utherland ard Caithness who are ouly walting
for an apportunity to leave their native couutyy, it

hae occurred to me that thr male Jnrt of thie pdpuletion
might be rendered in gome desree valuable beth for the
present defence ard ruture protection of Upper Canada

by offering t0 them grsnts 0f land in that proviice and
a free passage Tror thelr pre~e t I milice’.

1. i. Haydon, Pioneer 7Tketcheg in th: MWi-~triet of
Bathuret, Toronto, Rysrson Press, 192b, Chapter &, De 10,
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This phrase " for the . repsit delesrce and rigture
protved@tion or Upper Canada”™ led to 3i.e eztablirhing o0r the
early Udean Lettlements with Perth ag the privoipal centre.
Ir sroope and gupplies were %o Le tr nsported wit:. the greant-
eat gafety Irom the lower Irovi:ce i1uto the Upper rrovi.ce
without sny “alger ol i.terIere.ce from the snemy, a loyal
population froum the Old land, suppleme..ted by disbandcd
soldiers, must be esgtablieghed inland rrom the St. Llawrence
front., The Rideau Uver offered an id¢+1 loestioun tor the
pettlere as 1t would provide the rear lin: of communioation
if and when thne 3%, Lawrence wers threatened.

In 181lp, the terms *or their aomin: were firet
rosted 1n ldinbturgh. Iach Tanily was to receive a ygrant or
one hundrs@ aorec 01 land on arriving. Jach nnle ohild wepe
t0 r=ceive one huundred acred when ne reachsd the age of twenty
one ysars. Ration: were to be allowed for the firet eix or
elght monthe. JAxes and other necege-ry implements were to Le
provided at a very low cpet. The government algso would
provide salaries for a yroperly acercdited miileter and
sohoolmagter 1f theee accompanied the immiugr .te; the minietor
wonld receive : 100 per annum, .4 %the =choolr:rter one-hilf

that amount.z

2. Al ﬁa;\y’ﬂﬂﬁ, 1bidc, P 17,
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Aeting on this lagt provigion sarly 1. June, famllies
numbering in all 140 gouls, with upwsrds of 128 endldren,
applied to the age.t for the ag,.pointment of a gchooimanmter,
and recommended John Tollidfar, whope " certificatse for
character and ability a~ an ordinary rchool-toaehar“,aJohn
Campbell, the Commisgioner a & Gerersl agent in 3cotla 4 for
emigration, reported to be «uatlisfactory.

Raving proocured the services of a Vescher, t.e eager
enthusiaete were reafy fo Canada, It wag on the 11th,12¢h
and 1l4th of July that the Dorothy, Baltie Merchant, and the

atlag eailed for the lew World, oarrying about 500 peo.le
on Board;4 the £fliza wag delayed until tne third of august,
when she =alled from UJreenock with 122 persons ou ‘mard.5
As the eghipa 414 ot arrive antil tue r..d4le of Septemver
the immigrants remained for the winter or that year (1815)
at Cornwall, Presoovtt e1d Brockville, tieir temporary peasting
having been determiped by their ultimate destination.

3ince trese oolonirte had giveu upy thelr hemes snd

di~poged of their ,.o0ssegvivig iu the 014 Land ae e4rly se

April, tvhe long delay nnd dipappointment at not roxehi.g

3« AJHaydon, ibid., p. 17.

4. 1. %xeletvon, . Man lucbtere: sm, Bell: vsraoln aud
Tioneer, loronto, Ryerson ress, 1947, Ds 47.

b. A. Haydon, ibld., Chapter 2, p. 24
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their alloted locasions in the fall expressed its:1f durlng

the winter in discontentment and complaint. 1In the report of
Captain Barnes to Sir Siduey Beckwith, the name of Fohn
Holliday, the teasher, 1s given as one of the three leaders
responsible for contaminating the minds of the well-disposed.
The exact nature of the trouble is unknown, but the name of

Mr Holliday is also linked with a refusal to teach the settlers’
children during the winter at Brockville.

As a regult of this rejorted unwilllngness to instruct
the children, a letter was written by Sir Sidney Beckwith,
the Quarter-Master General, to the Governor. It read in
part as follows:

"Mr Holliday has been for several weeks, together with
upwards of thirty of the most numerous settlers' flamilies
at Brockville. 1In this situation, Mr lkcDonnel, the
Principal Superintendeut in Upper Canada, considering

the opportunity of so larye a number of children being
togethecr should not be negzlected, proposed to Mr Holliday
to undertake their instruction snd offered to urovide

a room, Iruel, etc. for that purpose. To this proposal
kir Holliday objected, unless in addition to his éalury
he might be permitted to charge $2.00 or {2.50 for esacn
gettlers child put under his charpren.b

The Quarter-kaster General goes on to say tnat he
declined to sanction sweh @ proposal, as the parents of the
children were totally unable to pay any such sam. He did,

however, authorize that a room be furnished in which lr.

6. A. Haydorn, ibid., p. 28.
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Holliday could inetruct the children of the place and itg
vieinity at the customary price,

If ¥Mr Holliday did at rfirst object to instructing
the children of the immigrantg at Brookville i1t appears that
he later altered hieg deeision. A letter written at a later
date contradiots these eariler obgervations and remarks
concer.ing Mr John Hollifay, Written by the settlers on
the Scoteh Line near Perth and datsd August 10, 1818, the
letter appeared ag followsx7

" We, the undersigned Scotch Emigrants, do hereby certify
that Mr John Hollldsay, who accompanied us from Scotland
as our Schoolmaster, taught our ch#ldren in Broekville
Barrascks from Martinmgs, 1815, to Whitsundsy, 1816, for

which he received uo fee wuatever, unor d4id we ever hear
Mr Holliday express an idea of making a charge for the

Same"o

( gigrzd)

John Tompmon John Furrier
Jamzg Taylor #m. MeGillivray
James Melaren Jameg M¢Donald
Jomes Millar Alex. MePFarlane
Ann Holdness Thog. Barris
Hugh McKay John Brasgk
Abrasham Toner Alexander Xidad
Thomag Barker George Wilson
John Frazer Wm. Johngstown

John Pergusgon
0f intersst in passing, is the fact that we have in
our prcgent day the great-gsranddaughter of thie 0ld Scottish

dominie. JTsobel Skeleton, hag dsmougtrat«d her inherited

7. J. Smitn, Perth on the Tay, Ottawa, The FMorti er
GO. ’1901, p02460
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interset in Lauark County by the publir.in - of her rscent

biography A Man Austere: William Bell:; Parson aud Pioneer.
This biography deals with Perth's earliest clergyman.

When the epring oY 1816 came, the pioneers w' o had
gpent the winter in the towns longe the t. lawrence, began
t0 clear the roads to the new rettleme: t. Hardehipe were
plentiful and travelling was difficult. The Reverend Bell
who ocame TO the gottlement in the spring of the following
year {1817) reported tunt it took him eleven weeke ai' three
days to pomplete the Jjourney from “dinborough to Perth.

After hieg arrival the Reverend Bell wrote a chort
degeription of his flret impresesione of Perth. At thie time
it was but a rough clearine of abuut 60 acreg, with the river,
a tributary or the Rideau, flowins diagonally through 1t.
There were twe big lor houmes, some thirty small lug shanties
and many egcattered groups 0f hute and te.te. One of the big
hougez wag " The Kings Store™; it wae sixt; teet longz by
twenty feet wide. It bhad coszt .. 70 and neld all t'+ aupplies
ol t.v gettlingz dep&rtmant.e This bu.ldiie va= later uced ais
a gchool., OFf the 1900 people in the rsettlement, 1200 belong-
ed t0 zo0ldier Ffamilies and only 700 to the soottish immirrants.
Such was an early descriptioun of Perth or the so-enlled "Setitle-

ment of tna Rideau®, the first a1d o0ldest settlemert of tie “ietrict

8.1gobel Skeleton, . Man uctcre: «illiam 2=11: Fureon
and c°ioneer, Torouto, Ryorron Ireee, 1347, pe Lic.
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An aect or Parliamant pavsed by the “eottish legiglate
are (about 1668) hud etated " that & ;003 ~nd suffici-ng
gohool shenld be erected and meintaiaed in 2very parish’.

It ha~ Justly heen gaid trat " To thase fivze little wordm,
a zood and gufricient sohool, 1g 3eotland iudebted % the
prerent day rfor nearl’ every solld glory that ghe pognezcseg™,l

“inca the "e0tth rettlers wio arrivs? st Perth h-4
been reared in e:n environment whore :dvestion was ovueglferod
a privilege and well worth the efrort snd gacrifiee required
to aequire 1t, they were not -low in proviéiic their sehoole
master, ¥r liolillrey, w2th work. Iot A o1 the 10t} couc-rmion
or‘Burgeeg,g the erLd oY "the ZTootrh Line” nearent Torth hscame
the ¢14 omirie's home. The schounltonre ir v)ich he ¢ our g
wag on lot 21, coen. 1, sgthurst,Y Put 1t war oo 1ene bofors

A 5 - 4 hl 2
¥r Hollifay, amcting 2g ‘spokema ior ti- ran o’ tre M;ne",4

1. J. A, Bannicter, Barly ‘dues-ional Yi-tory of
Norfolk County, Toronto, UniVersity of Toronto rrrag, 1926,
quoting the Foqgnal 0f “duention, Volume 1, p. 32.

2. 1 Skeleton, & ian Awetera: William “ell: fioneer
and ‘arson, oronto, Ryerson 'rrase, L94Y, p. 118,

e
Auguﬁt 3, 1m.

4. 1 Skel+ton, ibid., ». 119,

» rerth Courier, Ceutenary 7ditic:, Terth,
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clashed with the military authorities of the settlemcnt. e
a result, his pay which was %0 have been : 50 a year, wag
being very lrregulerly trausferred to him at the time the
Reverend Bell arrived.

Now 1t had been the cuztom ror the chaplain to be
the achuvlmag%er in garrison contres and to be paid partly
by the governmest and partly by Yees from parentg. .coorde-
ingly, the Reverend Bell ou beins encoursged by the officialsm,
¢ ened nig moLool in hig home, and a gubesquert notirioetion
that Re wa- to receive ” 50 a year us salarv, providsd him
with & 7 delightcd ~urprige”.D

The mehool opened on Muly the 7th, with 1¥ onildrs.
ineludirzg hie own, in attendance. The hous. wne 30 feet lons
and 2C feet wid-, without partitions. On July 2th M Rell
recalived a emall log Rouse from ¥r Adameon with the unfere
etanding tunt 1t be Pix-d8 up for a serool., " ¥r Purdle
provided gugles and he ant My Punter pit them ip anf 414
the nece-rary repalr. Tor Glage, leex, Litoh, eto. 1 pald
12 gh1llingzs and 2 perce™.® TFew ripther detail- are given,
Be began tesching 1. the rew 2chool house on the laneagterian

l:zoons whieh he hod reoeived from th- goverumeut nfficc.

5, 1 Skeleton, ibid,,p. 120,
be Id., ibid., p. 122,
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On Sept. 3, 1ul7, a Mr Burne arrived to &épen a school
but he departsd in dissppointment when he learned that Mr
Bell was trnere ohead of him. On Mareh 14, 1818 a Mr NMurdock
openefl a second school iu Ferth, this time a Roman Catholic
one. Hie pakary wae alge paid by tne government, ¥r Mardock
had only rour pupile.r

The different branshee 0f learaing with tae tuition
rates at Rev, Bell's school were ae follows:

let olasg. For learnsd languages, Mathematics, Use of

the Globes, Geography and Geomenty .. 6.

nd alass. YWriting and Arlithmetic, £ 2.

Jrd ciass. Reading and ?nglish Grammar, -~ 1, lUs.

Oy by the month to be paid regularly in advan-e, let clags,

10/, 2nd class, 3/9, &rda clazsz, 2/6.
Heverend Bell later gave notice that labour would MHe aocce. ted
from thoge wio ocould not pay, -rd from thoge wko coull gzive
neither money nor laocour, nothing would be r-quired.

In 1yl the digratigfied gettlerg on the ‘coteh line
were still petitioning for thelr echool. In 182" when the
3evtling Department war dilgsdlved and thne iideau Settlere te
came under the general laws of the proviice, eix new =choole

were started. They were wretchedly poor schoole, but educat-

ion had at le~rt made a boginning.g

7. I Skeleton ibid., p. 120,
8. Id., 1bld¢‘ Pe 120,
90 Id" 1bid0. DO 181.
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With the arrival in Perth in October 1819 or the
town's first Chureh of 3Ingland oclergyman, Reversend ¥ichael
Harris, Mp Bell's duties as a teacher ocame to an end. Mr
Bell's diary certiries tnat " Mr Harris, on arriving, with
the government's sanoction immediately took over the school-
houss and the school teaehlng?.lo }r Bell, of course,
protested gtubbornly. Bell's toil and trouble to hold hie
school and galary agairst the s:ttlers o the Line proved to

be merely a locum teneus for Mr Harris. The Church of £ngland

was merely showing her attitude toward shurch control of
education, Ur Bell later stated that " the gchool under
my Reverend cuceessor died of eorzumption aund tie schoolhouss
has for some tir.e been impty".ll
a letter from the =zebtlers of the rerth Settlement to

lieatenant-Colonsl Cocokburn, %Veputy Juarter-Master General
concerning th: removal of the Reverend Bell from his teaching
post ehows the esteem with wh:.oh the o0ld dominie-pastor wae
held., It read in par' as Tolliwse:

" That your petitiocners Teel much regret »t the romoval

¢of the Rev. Mr. #Wm, Bell from the publie school at thir

place, having the higheet opinion of his abilitises a~ a

tesoher, ag well as 0f his moral and religious charscter,
Your petitioner~ wrre lud to believe tiat .- mousy

10. I. "kcleton, 1biﬁc, Pe 247

11, Willliam Bell, Hints to Emigrants, £dinburgh,
Waugh and Inanes, 1824, p, 126, gquoted in rerth Courier,
Centenary Zdition, lerth, Auguet 3, 1924, p. B
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raised by private iubscription for the building of the
public scnoolhousel®was contributed for the .mrpose of
placing a person of their own shoice as teacher in tre
pame; and as there can be ne persvn ag much interertad
in an affair of thies kind ar- the parerte of children
themgelves, 1t war but uatursl for them to have concluded
that they were to be sllowed tiat srivilege. Your
petitioners, atter having otcerved with yleasurs tl.e
progress made by their childres .uder the tuition of the
Rev. Wm. Bell, cannot dbut regret his romoval; but ag 1t
appears the school buildinrs in guertion wae, without
their xnewledge or concurrenc:, built on srouud recerved
by Goeernment, and ar trey 'ave ~iince heard without
your approval they must submit to the luse they have
gugtzined in thelr teacnher and, what they congidered
they had gtill a greater right in, the schoolhouse,

At the game time, belng fully aware of the liberal
intentions of Goverument, which have been =o stron,ly
and so repeatedly evinced, they are led to hépe that
¥r Bell may ~t1ll be allowed the privileve of teaching,
ag before, with the former agelistance hestowed by
Government®,13

Thie letter was gigned by Litty-six of the reesidentr
of Perth. It revealed the conceru which thase ea®zly pioneers
had ror the eduocstion of their offg.ring; it likewise igplayed
their feelings of loyalty to thegkr o0ld pastor a:d frieund.

The Scotch believe with John Ruskin, that the noblest virtue
whioch men have practiged is the virtue of loyalidy.

These echovlg which were taught by Mr Holliday, Mr
Murdook and Revereud Bell provided the Fsrth Settlement with
it earliest educationsl advantages. When the Ticstrioet of

Bathurst wag oreated, in 1823 a Plgtriet Grusrar jchool was

12, This puvliec schoolhouse wae loeated or th~ norcth
east corner of Drummond und Craig Streets on a 1ot rocervad
by the Govermment for public buildings. (Rev. .m. Bell,
Hints to dmigrantg, Map, p. 74.

13, J. Smith, -erth on the Tay, Ottawa, The Mortirer
000 ’ 1901, p. 2’50"251.
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established to smerve the needs of the whole digtriot. Before
gtudyibg further the common school development in rerth,
gome account must be given of the sarly District srammar

School. This forme the subject of the next chapter.



CHAFPTER IV
THZ SARLY GRAMMAR *CHOOL 4D MAST RS
THE $CHOOL

Jince tne Grammar “chonl .ot of 1807 had granted
2 gcoondary gschool to every Districet in the provinee, the
Dietrict of Bathiret, soon after it was created in 1823,
opensd ite CGrammar “chool in Perth. Just where this
earliert school war- located is difficult to learn. All
available reporte speak of the school at a later date.
One thing, however, is certain. The school whieh came to
be known as the Digtrict Grammar School was located on
Craig Street (now the highway to Smith's Falls) near
Beckwith Street. One map of Perth datad 1864 shows the
location of the urammar 3chool by use of a gmall rectangle.
An 014 hand-drawn map known ae " A Bird's Tye View of Perth"
and prepared by H, Broeiuel in 1874 shows t:e Urammar School
as a rather tnll reetangular building. This gchool ig
referred to in the Minutes of the Board of 7ducation sz a
dilapidated butldin- in 18852,

Since the school ceaped to be used as the County

Grammar “ehool in 1lE8b2 due to tho buildiner in that year

l. This map 1g on dieplay in the Perth Museum.
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of the Ferth Publice 36hool which housed both the grammar

and tvhe common schools, the original Digtrict Schoovl passed
through szeveral hands in the courss of a few yzars. The
records in the County Registry Office at Perth raveal that

on November 4, 1863, ( deed registered Kov. 233, 1853) the
Municipal Counoil of the United Counties or lanark and
Renfrew transferred %o the Perth Board of 3ehool Truasteep
this grammay school property, eousisting of two rood and

ten poloe.2 for the sum of £ 77, 10s. On June 21, 1862,
(deed registered July 28, 1l862,) the Board of 35chool Trugtees
returnsd she property ( 21 square poles) to the Corporation
of the United Counties of lanark aund Renfrew for $200. On
November 22, 1870, the Crown transferred to the Board of
Zducaetion of Perth 1 rood, 17/6 perches. Thie property pasc-
ed from the hands of the Board of Zlucation of Ferth on
February 1, 1877, when it was 201d to M¥Mr George Kerr, for

the sum of $230. Thig terminated the 3oard of Tdueation's

interest in vhe property.5

2, 1 rood 1g 40 square pdles or perches; 1 pole is
5% yards.

3. Taken from the Recordg of the County Re istry
Otfice, Ferth.
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The first available record of the Bathurast Digtriet
Trustees oomeg in their letter of request for His Excellency's
spproval of ¥Mr R, ilme ae teacher, the latter having bsen
recommended by the Revere:d Dr. 3Itrachan, This letter was
dated June 1lUth, 1323, shortly after the District wae creatéd;
1t was signed by ftour of the trusteee, J. Powell, H. Graham,
¥, Harris and Wa, Marshall.*

In reply to this request a letter rrom the rajority
of the trustees of the Distriot of Johnstown recommende Mr.
Elms to the lLfjeutenant-Governor aes a fit and digereet person
for the said echool. An Anglican in faith, Mr R. 1lms is
described as " an efficient teasher though strict snd some-
what severe,® and as a gentleman in Arese, habit, and sjpeech.?

However, in mpite of the previous enquiry, a letter
dated the 20th of August of the same year, 1823, revealed
the choice dor Msester, of the Bathurst Diestrioct Trustess. 1%
read as follows;

" We, the Trustees of the Rathurst Dietrict 3chool, havs

the honor most respeetfully to recommsnd for His Excellsnoy,
the Governor-General's approval, the appointmeut of Nr

John Stewart to the Magtership of the Publle ‘chool of

the Digtriet, a gentleman whose nttainments as & scholur

and unexcoeptionable moral ehar-cter will qualif  him to
111 the sivuation",©

4, =~=====, Upper Canada fduecational ¥rapers, Ottawa,
Public Archiveg of Canada, 1797~1867, N0. 39.

$. Walter N. Bell, The Development of the Cntario
High 3chool, Toronto, University o oronto Prees, 1918,p. 38,

6¢ =—====, Upper Canads 7dusAtional Jaycrs, Ottawa,
Public Arohivee of Tanada, 1737~1867, 1L0. 45.
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Written while Kr Stewart wae master in the District
Grammar 3¢hool, an 0ld school return’ glves gome informatiou
about the gchool at that time. Dated t..e 3let of December,
1828 end sigued by Mr Stewart himself, the r:port declared
his date of appointment as prinecipal of the Lathuret Digtriot
School to have been July let 1823, at a yearly galary of
£ 100, BHe received uo other allowance for ris gervicesg.
The avserage number of scholars tfor the year had beseu t.enty,
Fees whioh had been colleested Trom these puplls for the year
amounted %o & 30, TIwo or the fLiret puplle to attend this
gchool were damee Bell and William Moora.B

All that we kunow of Mr Stewart comes i1k a letter
written by Michsel Harris, the Chairman or the Board, ou
April 7, 182?;9 in this letter the latter geintleman admita
that ¥r Stewart was regponsible, but that his teachiug did
not meet with his (Mr Harrie) approval. He further ocritized
the indifrere..oe of the trusteas an? recommended tiat this

d1tficulty might be overcome if trusteoes were appointed who

bhad more children in the sohool.

Temgpp===, Upper Canada Aducitional Papereg, Ottzwa,
Public Archiver of 5ana3a, 1797=-1667, no. Lo0.

8, G, Hodgine, Dooumeisory Higtory of ducation in

Upger Cangda, Toronto, L.Ke. oameron, King's Lrinter,1903,
olume Oy Po 322,

9. ---~7U¥Eer Canads “ducatiopal Paperes, Ottavwa,
Mablie Archivew 0O nads, 17497-1867, no. 99,
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A%t one time the Reverend Wwilliam Bell oritized Mr
Stewart ror not% opening and closing the mcnool with prayer,
a eriticiem which ealled forth s most envenomed pamplet
pablished against the minigter.

¥r John Stewart remained tre besdmaseter ot the schoul
until 18466. A letter 10 gigred by the trusteeg and
addreecsed vo lLt. Col. Rowan at the Government lousge, Torounto,
stated tnat on thes bHth of November, 1834, Mr “tewart informed
the trusgtees by letter, of hie intention %o give up the
charge of the school on the 1lst of July, 183b. The trustees’
letter went on to ask Hie Bxcelleney the lisutenaut Goverror's
approval of the appointment of Mr Wm. Kay, who wag at the
time officiating ags aseletant teacher, as the next master.

¥r Kay contipued as headmaster at the Hathurst Digtrict
3ehool for several years. The state of the school a:d its
curriculum 1g des=orived az e-tigfactory. In the y-ar 18238,
31 pupils were in atverdance. The usunl branches were Taurht,
ags woll ae mathemntiae, euclid, the use ot +lobes, and such
authore ac Caesar, Ofid, 3allust, Virgil, Cicero, and Hor:-ce.
" A Report gigned by the Honoursbles &m Morris states tantb

the school 1¢ well oonduoted by kr Wm Kay, who :ives very

10, lLetter from Zathurs=t Dietriet Trustees to Lt,
Col. Rowan, Government Houge, Toronto, December 15, 1lud4,
in %gggr Canada 7Tducgtional Papers, Cdtawa , .'ublie irehives
0f Canada.
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general satisfaoction to the trustees s well as tOo trc parentg”,

The next teacner in the Distriet 3Sehool was Mr John
Brown, !r Bpown regeived tne usual payment oy . 100 from
the 3overn~e.t Offiee 2n 1l843-44., On Auguet 4, 1847, the
Reverend Mr Harris, the chakrman oY the Bathurst TMistrict
Board of duostion writea of John Rrown's resivnation as
teachcr or tvhe Distriet 3ahoo..

Cn August 10, 1847, a majority of the Tructees for
the DMigtriot nominLated Mr James McIntyre as macter; a letter
addreesed to Mr Harris, Chairman of the 30ar®, acknowledged
the appointment.la My ¥Yelntyre continued as ‘rineipal of
the County Grammar Senool until it wag incorporated in the
FPerth Publiec 3chool,13 which waeg in egee.¢e, a union of the
ecounty ar-mmar scrool and the com on schoole ot Ferth. He
became the heamaster there. The development of the union

gchool will be dealt with in a later chapter.

11. G, HoAdzine, ibid,, Volume 3, p. "3, The Honour-
able Wm. Morris wae eleoted for the County of Lau..k iu 1825,
1830 and 1835, In 1836 he was 6:1led to the Le:iglative
Council; he war Recelver Genernl in 1844, and 'reesident of
the Executive Couneill in 1847. He di~d in 1858,

124~=m=m=e- y Lducational Papere, Ott3ws, Fubliec
Archives of Canada, FYublie Seeretary's Office, Canad- Weet,
1847, no. 17616,

13. The property wiLere the Perth ublie ‘lcrool has
been located eince 1l8BE, was purchacs:d on Janu.ry 20,1852,
(deed registered March 4, 1852) from William C. Buell by
the Board of Sehool Trustee~ of Perth., Thie north e et half
aere wag bousht ior 70,
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A mere meution of hiletorical frote may be interesting
without being educational. As an example, a dssoriptios of
the early Grammar School and an outline of itg succesgsive
masters may be of little value unless assooclated with the
educational gond:itiong ot tre period throuxhout the province,
4 gtudy of the main objeotives ¢f the echool, 1te gupervieion,
adminictration, attendance, currioulum, es well as the general
educational lesirlstion under whieh 1t operated dow.. to 1840,
may make our limited treatment of the Bathurast Digtrioct

Yeh00l more meaninsful and complete.
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GRAMMAR SCPOOL [RUGRTIY TO 1840

To improve these va-ly Dietrict Schools, esta.lighed
by the set of 1807, and to meet with the adveree criticlsm
they were receiving, an aAmendment Act wae paseed in 1819,
This Act, altnough pasged four year- before the Bathuret
Digtrict School at Perth came into being, contsined many
clauges which pust be understood beforse the ~ehool'g higt-
orical development can rightly be interpreted, The Act
required that annual public exumiuatione be held at alil
Digtriet 3chools and that ammal reporte be gent to the
Lieutenant-Governor, getting forth the atte.dsnce, the
gubjects tnught, the pumber of scholar- that had completed
their educaision,and any additional pertineut i.formation.
Ten poor children were to be «dmitted and educated gratis
each year at each Digtrict School. Tou ,revent tlie increacse
of new achools ths et provided tpst onl & 850 should be
pald o any teacher gubsegquelLtly appointed unlesa the numier

1 In she Act no ment10n war made of

0f scholars exceeded tel,
buildings. Tach community was expected to provide its own

gsoccommodationg. Thege school regulations provided tre basgio

l., %, N. Bell, The Development of the (ntaric High
Sehool, Toronte , University of 1oronto rrese, 1918, De 17
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leglglation under which the early Grammar Schools oner:sted.
With the oreaticn of the General Board of Zducation
in 1823 omme central ocontrol of educetien, By it Dr Strachan
became virtually the Superintendent or RBducation for the
Frovince. In 182v the Reverend Strachan raported that the
eleven Digtrloet Public Schooles had an attendance of ahout
300 young men. He wauted to have the Digtriot Schoole become
true nurszeriss tor the university. Az precident of the
Board of ZAucation he received a sgelary of £ 300, The Board
eeased o exiast in 1833 when ite tunctione waere ~ivzn over
to the Counecil of Kiung's Cbllege.
In 1828 Dr Strachan vieited the eohools nnd his
official report to lLieutenant-Governor Colborne in that
yeer precented the first reliasls view 0f the schoole bared
on competent iunaepsction, He found ntterdance in eome ecchooleg
very low, while in others it was satisfactory and encoursging.
The total atterdance wag 372, He wac dlgpleased to nee girle
in avveidance.
To ereate a8 .resnter uniformity in the cvetem he out-
lined z couree of study which was as fTolloweg}
(1) Latin and Greekx which were given s place of foremost
importance,
(2) English, which ineluded spelling, writine, ocompoeition,
grammor, elos.tion, eivil =s.¢ natural nietory, ancient and
modern geography, uce 0f globes, ocongtruction of mape.
(3) Mathemntica which compricrad artimetioc, bookkesping,
algebra, Zuelid, trigonometpy, application to heights

and édlstanceg, surveying, naviesatio., 4lallin-, elema.ts
of astronomy.
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(4) Frenoh, wnieh wag to be giudied after rour of five
years of the coursc, 2
Between the years 1824 and 1838 attendance 1 the
secondary scnools actually dropped from 372 to 311, The
largest grammar schoolr in thie provinee of 400,000 people
only mad thirty-six pupile in sttendance., Conditione in the
gchools were deplorsble, and =ahool buildinge were delapidated,
Little nad veen done to make use ot the Crown lands' revenue
for achool betterment., Currioula varied widely, although the
more ambitious programmes {Niagara, Bathurst, Gore) name most of
the traditional schoo) authors.® Few schoole were allowing
pupils to receive gratuitous instruotion mentfoned in the law
of 1819, ©So long ag the oligarehy whieh eontrolled tne Clergy
Reserves continued in office the grammar eschoole failed to
progress,
In 1839, an Act war pasged to devote more money to
Upper Canada College and to the Grammar Schools.4 It set
acide 250,000 acres for the support of grammar echoolms. A
grant of & 200 to -ach Adiectriet wae authorized for the erect-

ion of buildinsge, provided an equsl sum was raiged by the

2. G. Hodrine, Documeutnry History of iduecation in

Upper Canada, Toronte, King's Yrinter, 1903, Vo.ume I, p. 110
quoting Letters of Tr “¥rachan to Reverend A.N., Bethune,

3.%. N. Bell, Development of the Ontario High Sehool,
Toronto, Univergity of Torontoc ‘reeg, 1918, P. 29

4. 1d., ibid., p. 31,
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municipality. The Council or Ki.g's Collere was empowered
t0 control the land endowment and to make rules and regulat-
ione for the government of the schouls. It permitted the
eregtion or two madditional (later four) grammar schools in
each Jistrict, in any town or village if the i.habitants
provided a suitavle echool-houge sand a graut of + 1.0 each,
i attendance wag not below 60 s2nd the new gchool was at
least gix mileg rfrom the original Digtriet School. Trustees
came to nominate headmacters and to submit names with part-
ioculare to the Council tor the purpose of confirming the
appointment, & duty formerly belonging to the Lieutenante
Governor. Although this Act of 1839 was repealed as a whole
by the Act or 184l sll of the provisions of the former act
becams law 1n the new Aot except tnat the number of pupile
necgegeary for an additional school in any Dietrict was reduced
from 60 vo BU, and the power of maxing school regulations
wag ta<eu away from King's College Council ard given to tle
trustees ot the Diastrict Schools.

Thie polioy 0f co-oOperation between the Government and
the locsl community was the rorerunner of mary successful
practipes, such ag payment ol teachers, supervisgion of the
gchools, and the erection and egquipment of buildings. Howe
ever, before dealing with the detailed resulte or the new
Ae%, we will tvake a brief gluuce at the Bathuret Disiriet's

eommon Or elemwe: tar’ caehoola,



CHAYRUR V1
BARLY COMMOK CVCQL © OF 5 77 AND DPI-TRACT

Having followed the grammar ssheel throughout the
firet- Swenty years of 1ts exigtencs, $his thesis now purpoees
$0 Srace the progress of She early common mchools of $he
Tigtriet quring the same peried. Flrst, the early ocommon
sohoole 0 Ferth and neighbouring villages will be diascussed
Priefly; the matter o0f this acoovunt coneerns primarily the
names 0 the early tezchers and the amshools in which they
saught, The sedond divigiecn provides & general outline of
the common gchoole O the rurasl Distriet. Graphs and a
number ol firgte-hand reporte from Pigsrlet Superintendsnts
anud Ingpeotors roveal the development in educatiocn up to the

WO' e
TARLY 20MMON ~ov0U.% In PYRTH

The sarly olemenvary enheols of Perth have pasrad
from us without Any very agourate aceoult or thelr exisgtence
and work having been recorded. At the time or the writing
0r the Dooumenvary History of Hduoation (printed in 1303)
by D». G. Hodgina, a ocommittee. was agked to radort ou early
education in the Bathurat Digtriet. This Committee congimted

of His Honour Judge 3inxler, Ir. J. Ds Kellock, and Messieure
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ReJ. Drummond ( Chairmap), T, Cairns, and Charles Meighen.
The information whioh they submitted rac beei recorded for
posterity at difrerent places in the early volumes of the
Doeumentary Hisgtory. The record is of great value is it ig
the only permanent one available. A few scattered accounte

have been diseovered in the files of the Perth Courier.

The earliest Perth Schoolsg were usually kept in a
house., The record ghows that in 1822 Mr Ben)amin Tett opened
a school in a house later owned by Mr John Riddell on Herriot
Street., In 1820 he changed his teaching headquarterg to a
house oppoeite to the Methodist Church, now on Gore "treet.
From 1¥27 to 1832 ¥r John Wileon, afterwards Judge Wileon,
kept a private gchool in the Fraser House on Craig Street,

He later conducted clacses in a houpe on the Thompson property
on Gore Street.l

Some oY these early schools were taught by women.
Between 1839 and 1844 Mrs Wileon, wife of the minigter of
3t Andrews Ghureh, taucsht the leading ladies echool in the
building which ie now the Methodiset parsonage. The ¥isses
Sinolair kept a ladiss school on Drummond Street, opposite
the residence of Mr William Yeighen. This waes a boarding

and day school and gome of the ladies educated here ocame

1. G. Hodginz, Documentary Higtory of Zducation in
Upper Canada, Toronto, 1908, Volumel, p. %30.
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from ag far as Toronto. On the corner of Beckwith and Brock
Strects was Mrs Jemsop's school. She taught muasio to the

more advanced girls. As they griduated from here they usually
entered Mr Morrison's school,

One school which seems %0 have galned a reputation
for learning was located on the corner of Drummond and Herriot
Streets, the firat corner east of Kellook's etore,”ﬁwned
by Maloolm MoPherson., %Phe teaoher to follow them wasz Dunocan
Morrison (afterwards the Reverend Duncan Morrison of Owen
Sound). His school submequently was removed to D®Arcy
Ttreet where Walker's home was later built,

Thie D Arcy 3treet =zchool waz built about the late
thirties, and about the year 1640 was known aeg "The 01ld Stone
Sohool".® Robert Lees, who later becsme a Queen's Council and
practised law in Obttawa was the firet teacher.® John McKay ,
gon of Captain McKay succeeded him. Wm Somerville and Tunean
Morrison were succesgive teaohers in thig school which in
the frorf%ies beoanme the Weest Ward School.

An socount of Perth's earliest schools wonuld be
incomplete without mention ot the 014 Red House, which ie
dpntitled to the distinetion of being the oldest and rireet

2. 3.H. MeBathron, Perth Courier, Perth,June 30,1908,

3. G. Hodzing, Dogumentary Higstory of Education in
Upper Canada, The King'm Printer, 1903, %olume‘ﬁ; De 302,
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built house in the Perth Settlement. It was built in 18165.
The story is teld that the Duke of Riohmond was stopping at
the house at the time the matter of tne colour which the house
wag to be painted came under discussion. He is reported to
have gaid, ™rg Adamson, paint your house red, and you will
never have %0 paint it again". The colour, from which the :
housge received its name gtood the weather for over forty
years.4 This house served as public housge, court house,
church, prioting office, public hall, ballroom and school-
house.

The only reference made to the separate school of
this early period is found in an account of Mr. Donald Frazer
to the Perth Courier in June of 1905.° Mr Frazer states that:
when he left Mrs Jessop's gchool he transferred to the separate
sehool, where Mr. CruikehanR was his firest teacher. He contin-
uesg, to state that examination day at the school was a great
day when parents and trustees came to see the pupils do their
best. Mr Mangan later toock eharge of the separate schoeol.

A petition dated July 19, 1843,° and addressed to

S9ir Charles Metcalfe revealed the growing dissatisfaction

4, Donald Frazer, Perth Courier, Perth, June 30,1905,

5. Ia., ibid.,

6o ~---- , Record of Troceedings of Batlurst Distriet
Board of Education, Terth, riseum, 1817,
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with the present edueational gystem in Perth. The petition
came from the Common School Commigssioners of the Townghip of
Drummond with Francls Allen as -ohairman. The petition asked
for a grant of land on which to bkild a schoolhouse. The
preferred site was on Market Bloek on Cockburn Island in the
Town of Perth., If thie request were granted, School Digtricte
Number O6ne and Two in Perth were to be united intc one school
district. The funds %o erect the school were %0 come from
various eources including subseriptiones, and the estirmated
total was & 254, 10s. In conelueion the petitioners apologet-
1cally stated that they were " actuatsd polely by the desire
of improving the system of edueation among them, which is at
present at a very low ebb",

About the year 1845 Messieurs Murdoeck McDonnell and
W. O. Buell were prominently active in promoting a union of
gohoole in the town 0f Pertk. The private and publie sehools
woere turned into Ward Schools under the rsupervision of one
local board of trusteee. The West Ward 3chool, formerly
"The 014 Stone 3chool” was on D'Apey Street, the Centre Ward
School was on the corner of Drummond and Herriot Streets and
the HKagt Ward Sochool was on Broek “treet eastward from Cox's
gorner, The next gtep the trustesg took war the concentration

into one builAding of all these schools.v Thig will be

7. G. Hodgineg, ibid., Volume 6, p. 283,
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disoussed in a later chapter.

BEducational conditions and developmentsg in the other
villages of the Bathurst Districet were quite similar to thosge
in Perth. Private schools were quite plentiful. Thesge were
often conducted in upstair rooms 1in small houssg, oOr in
almost any accommodation that could be found. ILadies boarding
schools were alsgo common,

In the villa<e of 3mith's Falls the pioneer school
wag establighed as a private enterprise by Jesse Melntyre in

hig own houge on Lot 20 concession2, in 1803.e

Some years
later the first school house wag erected on Lot 24 of the
game congesgsion,

It wags not, however, until the Rideap Canal opened
for traffic in 1832 that the population came to exceed two
hundred. With the coming ot Irish and ScothBh immigrante
Smith's Falls was included in 37.5. No.l, North €lmeley, for
school purposss. But as this was three miles rrom Smith'r
Falls many private gchoole aprong up and were well patronized.

The first private school for whieh there is any record
wag taught in 1831 by M¥ige Franois E. Bartlett, afterwards
Mrs Kilborn, in an upper room of the house ocoupied by Mr R.

ti, Bartlett., The eame lady later taught in a emall house¢ on

8, =~==e=, Illugtrated Atlas oy the Dominion of
Canada, History 3keteh of Lanark, {published about 1880),p. 6.




RARLY COMMON oSCHOOLS Ik PERTE LD DISTRICT 43

Main S¢reet, next to Barton's Store, and again in 183 in a
honse on the corner of Beckwith and William ‘itreets.

Other monools in the meantime had rollowed, One
wae in the Lumbar Houme on the site of Mrs Caswell's residence
on Main Street, taught by a man whose name 1= now forgotten,
He was followed in the same room by Mr lane; ané he in turn
by Miss Jemsup, the latter beins a Boarding and Day School,

The School Digtrict having been divided by this tire,
a Publiec Johool was ovened; and there were in successgion Mr
MaoFhereon, who taught in a room in Dedd's Building, Beckwith
Strees; Mr Neleon, in a small house on William Street; Mr
Crookshanle in the Dodd's Building, and Mr Neil Dunbar, in a
room over Mr Matthew Wilgon's harness shop; Mr Finuey taught
gchool in a house now oceupied by Mr D,0. Healy on Water
Street, and Mr Hineg in the McNulty House on Market Street.g

The first school in Carleton Place wae constructed
about 1825 an the road allowance between the two townsiips
of Beckwith and Ramgay at the corner of what is now the main
gtrees of the village.lo It ig desoribed s an "™unsgightly
log shanty". Mr Xent was the pioneer pedagogue of the place,

Thig same man had been the first teacher in Franktown about

9. G, Hodgins, ihid., Volume 2, p. 136. Quoting kr
Francis J. Prost of Smith's Falle.

10, «=--=, Illustrated Atlag of the Dominion of Cauads,
(about 1lu80), p. 8.
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a8 year earlier., Lot 24, Conceesion 6, alaims the diptinetion
of having been the site of the first school housge in the
township south of Carleton Place. The school was erescted
here in 1824 and James Lewslie wag the rirst teacher., James
Connery wag the rirst tescher in Pakenham.ll A man named
Read took up the dutiern in Richmond with the diagtinetion of
being the first teaocner in what is now the County of Carleton,
at 8 galary of £ 50 per annum, paid by the Government. The
expense accounty of the settlement indicate that from the
26th of September, 1820, Stephen “ynough succeeded to the
chare, and when soon after Government ald wag withdrawn he
eontinued, with the help of the settlers, in charge of the
schocol ae begt he cound under the conditions of the time.
Hig early death gave occasion for the let Maponie funeral
in the County. 12

The firet teacher in the village of Lanark was Robart
Mason, to whose teac:iing experiences an entire chapter is
devoted trurther on. We ghall now turn to the rural part of

the District to view ite educationasl progress.

11, ~=~~==, Illustrated Atlag of the Tominion of
Canada, (about 1880), p.8.

12, A, Heydon, Pioneer Sketches 1n the Diegtrict of
Bathurst, Toronto, Ryerson Press, 1980, D« 67.




ZARLY COMMON “CHOOLS I L TRTH ..M DISTRICT 45
TARLY COMI'ON SCHOOLZS THROUGHOUT THT DISTRIC

Leaving the towns for the rural parts of the Digtrict,
we find that many aroac were being served ac early as 1831,
An old report of the common acghools in the Distriet of Bathuretl3
reveals that 47 clacsrooms wers in operation in that year.
Among thie numher of teachers there were two womern. Zach
teacher was teaching approximately 25 pupils. The complete
return revesls the names of the tsachers, the township in
which each tau-ht apd the number of boye and girls in each
scho0l, Am thie was sisned by the Revereud Michael Harris,
the chairman of the Digiriot Board of Xduveation, it was withe
out doubt the complete return of the 8Bomrmon 8chocoles in the

14 Tt does show that the number of scehoolsg

digtrict that year.
had inereaged rapidly cince the firet gettlers had arrived
about 1820,

The two graphs on the following page serve o demon-
gtrate the inoreare in the number of pupils who attended genhool
and the almcet parallel growth in the number of schools that
were opened during the 20's and early o0's, of the 19th century.

In the late 30's and throughoul the 40's the number of schoole

13, ««e===, Return of the Common %choolg in the
Digtrict of Bathurst, Ottawa, rublic Archives of Cabada,
'§epE. II. IawI, IsO. 3450

14. Sse Appendix, p. 124--=125,
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INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF COMMON SCHOOLS IN THE
BATHURST DISTRICT (1827-18,8)
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that were opened rfalled to keep pace with the increasiug
attendancae.

An esrly report on the gtnte of ‘he Common schoolis
in the Bathurst Distriet emphmpigzes the need for trained
tesocherg. The Revsreud Alexander Mann, Moi. “uperintondent
ot eroolg in tie Batkhurst District gstated that an the yeur
1845-46 ceveral townehipe hod ro tescher a2t alle lack of
training faanilities, laok of money to Tinancgae teacher-training
goioole, =nd need ror tne awskernius the educationul couscious-
nege among the peo,ls wer: the reasouks ror hig diecvuragement
over the poorly trained teuwchars. !le had even opensd a private
gohool at hig own axpence %o improve teach-rs but as he 4id
not meet with proper sprouragaement, he wag obliged to reling=
uish his g urpose.

Tha Reverend Jameg Padfield, the sSathurst District
Ser00l Sugerintendent from 1846 on, reported a ravouraosle
progres:s in ths echoolg during hie eiperistendency. ihe
puzmber o’ gzcroolr open atl tust time varied from 1lo to 120,
Tre pumoer of pupile varied tyrom 4602 in 1Y47 to 4928 in 1848,
Cf tne 120 sehoole 114 were 1. bulldinye go.wmivucs:d rov the
purpose. In 184u, 10 new gshoolhousss were built.

There w-s nothing dcrinive anf M form sbuul tescler's

15, v, Hodgine, ibid., Voiume 6, p. 287,
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gnalificationegs Only 40 had received certificates from the
Dietrict Superintendent while 82 had heen grantad certificstes
from Common School Vigi%ors. The Act of 184t had authorized
any two School Vigitors %o give Certifleater of Qualifieation
t0 teacherse,

In 1850 the report i1z sunmitted Tor Ianark County,
In thas yeur there wers 102 tecchers, 89 male and 13 female.
Of these, four male toachers had been trained a$ Normal Sahool.
0f the 96 schoole in operation 14 wewe reported as firet elass,
41 as second clases, 3o am third class, an? 6 as Free Schools.
0f the 102 teachers, 32 helonged to the Church of England,
8 %0 vhe Church of Rome, 43 to the Preshyterian Church, 1l to
the Mathodist, 4 to the 3Zaptist, 1 t» the Congregational
Church, 1 Protestaut and 2 to other denonminationg. Of the
schools 85 were of low, 7 of frame and 4 of stons construction.
The aver:-8 salaries waere a- Tollowe: & 26, 92 for a ¥ale
Teachar with boaréd; . 22. 1l3s 64 for a Female Taacher w». tn
board; .. 40, Hg. 44 Zor a Male Teacrer without board; « 29,
for a Female Teacher without board. Tree sohools were reported
in geveral gsections.

From these faotz and figures on the school development
in the Tistrict of Bathurst, 1t is readily diecernibls thatb
expangion ig taking place at s falrly congiestent rate. Sghools

are multiplying, 1:n pgre,.ortion o the LLgremer Jo echool
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attendance. In eome plages free ~2cho00l: .2 tuting precefience
over the srivate gchoolr, "peolal huiléiroe ar~ hying orovided
for tha jsurpore,ard® the salaries of toachors ~ve improving
eonglderabla. All in all, the ecducational gtotus of the
DPigtrict 1r mating dafinite strides.

Havirg sompletsd a short resume of %he higtoriesl
development in the field of elameut:ry 2dusation —itain <he
District of Bathurst, %0 1840, we ehnll now gt - oictur. of
general educational developmentn elsaewhere 1u the proviige.
This will enable the r:ader %o see how conditions in education
throuzhout the s rovings oomparsed with efuc~tion in trhe Bathurst
Metriet. It will algo rupplement the l:mited informe<ion
available ~nd hein %o interpret the conditione iu the Miptrict

unday diszcussion,



CRAPTTP VIX
COXMON ovGOL PUCAYVLIUL REPOMT 1840

Common <ghcool eduention befor~ 1840 614 chow progress,
but 1t wes glow girnce wany handicape intorfered with itg
development, Builidings and eguipment were primitive, Texts
woere poarce and expensiva. Attenfsnce remained low and opersate
ing coete high. Baé roads, & eparee populs4ion and iradegquately
trained terohers worked together to make progreesr eriremely
unnmatistactory.

Firet, the schuol houses were not oconduisive to 2
very advanced level of efueation. The interiores were emell
and the eeilinges wers low. They were poorly lighted an® were
without ventilation. The rleore were made of rough pine
boardas 1sid gome digtauces apart =so as to lasavs wide 2racks
betwaen. Ths gsate which were made of pine hoarde pouchly
plaied snf rudely yut together, wrre arrsrzad arsund $iae
roor on three gides, Thezs esate ha’? no gsusnport for tre hack,
The bays z8t along ore nide 0t the room, while tle ~ivlm-sat
along the other. leross ths end of the room ert t'2 larzer
boye and giPle. The stove pat in $the oper gpace boiwsan.

At the e:d of the room »n? facliy the A00r wos %1e teschzpgle

dogk. Thisg was 2 typloal one-room school about the year 1840,
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Up to this time school texts had been by no means
uniform.

"0f bookg there was a great variety, home and foreign;
several of theim from the United States. The teaching

of these booke was decidedly anti-Britigh. ©Pupils brought
to school such books as they chose to use, rendering
classification impossible; sonsequently individual teach-
ing was the rule,1 The books in common use were Murray's
Grammar, Murray's English Reader, Walker's Dictionap,
Goldsmith's and Morse's Geography, Mavor's Spelling Book,
and Walkingame's and Adam's Arithmetic".2

The people themselves in those early years were
merely lukewarm toward their educational progress. 3atisfied
with some knowledge of the three R's, they failed to appreciate
the poteney of the educational system in the life of their
young province. Mogt of the country youth who could manage
to get to school at all were content if they learned to read
and write, and to learn arithmetic as far as the Rule of Three.
However, even a limited education such as this wae difficult
to obtain.

The teacherg themselves were of a very iunferior quality
prior to 1840, Mogt of the common schools were gtaffed by
persong of poor gcholarship, doubtTulimorals and unstable
charscter and temperament. One writer speaks of the teachers

in the following manner: "Forced into teaching from physical,

1. G. Hodgins, Dooumentary History of Edueation in
Upper Canada, Toronto, King's Printer, 1903, Volume B, D. 276.

2. C. Haight, Country life in Canada Fifty Years Ago,
Toronto, Hunter, Rose and Co., 1885, p. 158,
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mental or moral disabilities, they were not the type of ocltizen
to train the young".,® Dr. Duncombe desoribed the te-chers us
the ™lame and lamy® and resretted that tenching wug uot yet

"a resular nnd respectabdles businoss".4 Mr %Walter Riddell,

the Tather of ¥Mr Justice R1ddell 1g queted ag ga;ing, "It vas
aifficult to obtain teaoners of any kird, =nd those chogen

were generslly men who were unat'le or unwllling to 8¢ any

other kind of work".9 Thie wae about 1823, The Reverend

Wm, Bell of T'erth desoridbed the teschere of 1lu32 aeg follows:

"On the first of July, I went over to the Court House to
obzorve prossedings of the Board of Tduecation. It wase
pleasing to ohgerve that all the teachers were now decently
cidthed, whieh they were not s few vears ago, when rome
0 them were not only resged in tneir drece, but in
ingtanceg, without ghoeg and stoeccinge. I nmyself gaw
gome 0t them in thle state ten yeare ago, atterdin- the
Board of fduestion. °%ill, however, some Tof them are
gtrange~looking oreature~ to be entrusted witn the educat-
ion of tne rieln: generation. some of the applieca.te
were rejected hecnuse they could nelther rrad nor spell
properly, nor whkite le-iblp. Trusteee, it geems, were
aometi: eg Appointed, who could themeclves neither read,
nor write legibly”.6

3. A. Haydon, Ploneer Sketches in the Digtrict of
Bathuret, Toronto, Ryerson rrers, 1920, p.2s.

4, G, Hodgine, ibid.,, Volume 2, p. 51,

S, Wo L. Smith, The FPioneers of {1ld Onturio, roronto,
Gworge N. Morang, 1423, D. S2.

by w=wm=  Perth %%urier.Porth, 1534, taken from the
diary of the Reveren am Bell,
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Many of the common schools were taught by forelgners
before 1840, and muoh of the teaching was anti-British. Dr.
Thomas Rolph speake of the school about 1832 thus:

"It 1 really melancholy to traverse the Province and go
into many of the comrmon schoolg; you will tind a brood of
ehildren, instructed by =ome Anti-British adventurer,
ingtilling into the young and tender minds sentiments
hostile to the parent Jtate; rfalse accounts of the la.e
war in which Great Britain was engaged with the United
States; geography eetting forth New York, Philadelphia,
Boston, etc., ag the largest nnd fiueat citiee in the
workd; historiocal reading books desoribing the Ameriean
population ag the moa:. free and enlightensd under heaven,
ingisting on the superiority of their laws and ingtitutions
t0 those of all the world, in defiance af the agrarian
outrages and mob supremacy dally witnessed and Jamented;
and Ameriean epelliug books, dietionarier, and grammarse,
tesching them an Anti-Britisgh dialect and idiom, although
living in a Britiesh Province and veing subjects to the
British Crown®.7

One of the reasgons why teaching did not attract ambit-
jous Canadians wag the meagre and uncertain =salaries., The
lieutenantgGoevernor, in his Speech from the Throne on opsening
the House in January, 1830, =aid in part as rollow:

*Diaperced ae the population i= over an extensive territory,

a general erficienecy in the ocommon schools ¢=unot be expected,

particularly whilegt the salarieeg of the mastere will 10%

admit of their devoting their whole time to their proreesion"§
Moat of the early public schools in the Adisztrict were condubdted

by ex-soldiers, wno received about $100., a year, usually pay-

7. C. Haight, Country Iife in Canada Fifty Years Ago
Toronto, Hunter, Rose and (0., 1088, D« L58. 2 ’

8. _I_g.u. ibid., p. 1506,
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able in whea$, and who boarded with the scholars' families
in surn, free of charge. "arly teac'er~ .ere sometimeg
janitors and even helped to out the winter supply o wood.
These unattr otive conditiones falled to .ttract the school-
masters who made the Ursmmar -‘ohools efffeotive.

To urderetand the oaure for the wiatbractive esnlaries
it 13 necess . 'y to return to the Aet of 1l8le. This Act,
which made posgible the establishing of common schoole, Aid
at the sname time ,rovide Yor su annual grant of £ ©U00 in
their aid. This sum was distributed among the ten Distriocts,
and was to be devotad to the payment or teachers' salaries,.
The allodtment 10 each pchool Aepended upon the nmmber of
pupils enrolled. The minimum grant to any one teacher from
this rund wag to be 3 2», In 1820 the total arant was reduced
to £ 2500; ss a result tescherz' wagee were lowered to a out
75 certe a day. The remainder of the t-~cher's salary c-me
from pupll feer or subscriptions. The chwrge which wae never
lesa than tuo dollars jer quartsr for enceh child cent ¢o
achool, war rade tOo tie parente. J.W. Poole, a teascher in
Jectioniumber 3, Townehip or Beckwith, County of lanark, in
1843 reported as followe:

"The sochool was sapported by subseriptions of those pende
ing pupils,----each houeehold paying i. proportion to the

mumbar 1. the family %o be educated, rcupplemented by a
emall Government Grant. The school which I taught was,
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I think fairly representative of tne echools in that and
in other counties at that tire".9
Because the salaries were go low nnd so uncertsin, few native-
born teachers e.vered tie vocation and those who dld falled
to remain for long,

However, low salaries .ud poor livin-: conditions were
not the only unatiractive features in teaching. The teacher's
uncertain tenure of office provided a congtint gsource of
worry. He could be engaged and dismicsed by the trustees.lo
The faot tat a dismissal had to be ratified Adegenerated to
a mere formality. Although some teachers d.d snjoy lolug terms
of employment the majority lived in congtant fear of dismigseal.

Ward ering teachers were not uncommon in those early
daye. Many were charlatang; otheres were pr-ctical educators.
They remained ror daye ~nd weeks in 2 locealits teachiig sll
who would pay their fee, They brought education to the more
ramote dletricts whiceh would have otherwige regeived no
elucational privileges. 11
The acaderic qualificatione of Common “6hvol Teacherc

varied widely. 7Gome had a sound gecondary education; the vast

majority could merely read, write =nd "figger" well enough to

9. G, Hodging, ibid., Volume 8, p. 276, quoting J.W.Poole.

10.J.G. Althouse, The Ontario Tsacher, (unpublished
thesig), Toronto, Ontarioc College of -ducation, 1929, p. l4.

11.1a., ibid., p.l7,
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satisfy the trustees.l® The day for a definitely presoribed
academlie preparation had not% yet arrived.

The inderior quality of the teaching 1n the Common
Sohooles was early a source of anxiety to serious and publie
spirited citizens. Keeping undvgirablss out of the schoolse
wae the first step. As early as 1799 13 the state gought to
have teachers certificated, after examination, by one of the
Commigmioners. After 1lu24, the Digtrioct Board isgued a cert-
ificate to teachers, after pessing an examination; between
1816 and 1824 in order to share in the grantsg, the teacher
had t0 hold a certificate of 6 wmonth's sucoessful expsrience
in the achool. Thie purely local certificate &asued by those
financially interests@ in the success of the teacher iu gecur-
ing a certificate depend«qd upon the Jjudgment of s body ecarcely
capable of Jjudging.

In 1u36 the plan of certification wag chansed by
placing the issuing of ocertificates in the hands of an elect-
ed Distriot Inspector in each Towuship. 1t required each
teacher to hodd "a certificate of qualirication dat-d within

one ycar, Yrom the Inspectore of the Common Schoolg for the

12, J+G. Althouee, The .ntario Teacher, (unpublished
theeig), Toronto, Cntario Collems of -duestion, 1929,p. 17.

13.G, Hodgiue, Documentary Hiptory of Rducation for
Upper Canada, ¥Warwick, I§53,°0Tume 1, p. 25.
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Township in whioh he shall be employad”.14 A report for 1843
read in part as rollows: "The examination of teachera and
inapaection of sochoole were conducted orally by Commigseioners
appointed by the Township Counoilf b

jopon, howavar, nagative meaguree rovealed thelr in-
adeguasy. .. greater estate aid wars needed %0 attraet competent
tenchers. The settlere aould not afford to pay heavier taxens.
The legislature had no surplue revenus., The Crown lanfde were
alone svailabla. In 1lu3l the Ascemble Aemanded that 1,000,000
acres 0r the Reserver should be Aevoted to the Common “ehools;
the demand wasg repeated in 18BER and in 1839.15 but tte union
0T the two Canadas Tforoed educational matters into the back-
ground,

Next in 139, oame the propo=al from Dr, Du.combe
that a Normal School srould be instituted for the education
of teschsrse. 4 Commipelon on #dueation surr-eepted that e
Normal <echool he orzanized i Toronto.lv the graduste:s of
whien ehould be examiued by the Frovineial ‘oard of <duecation

on the resommendation o1 the Nomal %chool mertur.

14,0, Hodgine, 1bid., Volume 2, p. 31ll.
15. 14.,4ibid., Volumo b, p. 276, deport by J.W.roole.

16, 4.5. altpouee, The Cntario Teacler, (un uvblished
thesis), Toronto, (ntario Coller: Of s4ucstion, p.22,

17‘ E‘:ibidg' po 84.
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The growing ouv:..viection that speciel ir.ining would rekp golve
the problem of teachers in Upper Canada waa felt by leading
educatora and the publie alike.

In 1843 the Model 3echool for each Townghlp was sub-
stituted for the proposcd Normal School.l® similar hiser-
grade Model 3chooles mizht be eatablished 1 each ccunty to
be detsrmined by kocal option 1in the municipality. These
Model Schools were slow to get the support of either the
popilace or the legislature and declined sfter Ryergon's
appointmant,

In or about the year 1840 it is evident thatv mel.
far outhumbered women as teachers in the schools 07 that
time.19 Disoipline was smevere, pioneser maruers rough, and
boarding ocugtome guch ar 10 make Tcashing uaatiraciivae to
womens

300n arter 1840 conditions in the tsuching voodtion
began %o looxr a little more premising. In the firast place
people were becoming more congoious of the pogsibilities of
education, and few believed that it would nave any bvad effects.
The teachers, the majority of whom were British-born were bLo-

ginning to mould that "sound British faseling which has grown

18, J, G. Althougse, ibid.} DeBb
19. 1d., ibid., p. 30.
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with the growth aud sirengtheled with the ctrength”, ore

Canadians were coming %to enter the available tveaching posts,
even 1f th y did not remaln for long. In gome places young
men would engage to teaech for three of four monthe in the
winter and return to the fields 1in the spring. The vast
majority of the common school teachere had =imply zn element=
ary school training. Yet the almost illiterate teaciher of an
earlier age had almost disappesmred, and those whoee s0le
qualifiocation was lameneps were also rare.2l Wages were not
very high, but teachers had the advantanse of being paid for
the most part in eurrercy, whereas the labourer was pald in
kind. All in all, the 1840'g drought a great impetus to
edueational awareness and progress. Zefore leaving this early
period, we shall discues one of the Dictrict's earliest
teachere, Robert Mason, who typkfies in many respecte education

before 1840,

20,G. Hodgine, ibid., Volume 11, p. 27,

21. J. 4. ‘lltih()us@, 1731@0, FU 31.



CHAPTER VIIIX
RUBERT MASOKN - A TIONEER TEACHER

An aceount of the early educational development in
the Digtrict of Bathurset would be incomplete and lacking in
local colour without some mention of the village of lanark's
earliest dominie, Robert Mason.

Thig Scoteman was sent out by the Imperial Government
in 1821 with the first band of immigrants (Pailsley Weavers),
40 settle 1in that part of Upper Canada north of the "Rideaun
Settlement". By March, 1822, he had begun hig teaching duties
in his first log sochoolhouse which was plagtered with cedar
mose and Poofed with basewood boughs. Here ard in a later
gtone houge in the village of Lanark he "taught and thrashed

for thirty years".t

The conditiong under which he came to Upper Canada
take ug back to the public prints which were posted in Scot-
land before the settlers of 1821 lett the homeland. These
prints contained notices of grants to be provided by the
Government for a iminister and a schoolteascher. With the
understandigg that he was to reeeive this direct Government

grant, Mr Mason came to the Lanark Settlement in the District

1. J. Fraser, Shanty, Forest, and River Life in the
Backwoods of Canada, Montreal, J.l@%wll and Son, 1883,p. 286.
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of Bathurst.

Before long, howsver, this grant to the teachere was
greatly reduced, An Abgtraoct of the Digtribution of the
Government allowarce for the comson sohoole in the District
of Bathurst® rovesls that Mr Robert Mason oLly received a
salary or £ 10, 1lbs, 444, the same ar that of all the other
common gcheol tescrhers in the Bathurst Distriot, for the
period commenoing July 1, 1823, and eunding June 30, 1824,
¥r Mascn, Adispatieried with thig reduced grant, wrote a letter
on Jure 27, 1825,5 trom $he lsnark "ettlement to the Right
Honouradbls, the Zarl of Bathuret, one 6f His "ajesty's prine-
ipal Ssorstarissz of State. It read as follows:

The petition of Robert Mason, to.cher at the village
of lanerk in Upgser Canedsa, humbly shewsth that your
patitioner emigrated %o Canada in 1821 aes a Membsr of one
of the goeletias, appointcd schocliuster Ll the lenark
Milismery Jettisuent; with a salar. from t e Government,
ae had been granted to the geltlers wno were [lac: 2 1n
the Ferth 3ettlerert i 1817,

That in conoequence 0F the wirvuy recommend:tione
transmitved 1n hi~ ravour, rfrom lrofecwmor Jardine aid
cther gentlor-n, t%© the ‘arl of Palliocwie, your petitioner
war- appointed gehoolmister in the Village of lanarx by
his Lordship, witty & salsay of + 70 & year, uv. tle 15tL
ot Pebruary, 122,

That ag your putitivier was Juvoenled 4 miles dietent
in the country, he rvund it necessary in order to his
doing Justice %o his pupils, Yo regife ueur tle villape,
and hevipg obtalned lenve to purchagc a 20 acre lot from

2., This Abstract ig -iveu in full on page 123 of
the Kp,endix,

Go ww==e=, Upper Canada cducational Papers, Ottaws,
Publie Archives of Canada, 1025, NO. 69,
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a Doergou who lert the gestlement, he remcved to it,
intending to devote all hig attention to the Quties of
nis giltuation {Lanark Yownship Concesgion &2, Lot 10,
25 acres).

That your petitioner had given up his farm and taken
other stepe, which had involved him in pecuniary difficult-~
ies, under the undsrstanding that hig dalary would have
been continued ror some years, but to nie mortifieation,
it wag digsoontinued 24%h December, 18235,

That your petitioner etill rontinues &z & teacher in
the Jettlement, but ne rinde from the poverty or the
gsettlers, at present, that there is not & progpect of
any adequate remuneration for hig labours; and as he 1is
entirely without any other support, he hopes your Lord-
ship will take hb® ease iuto your congideration and grant
the same allowance that is given to Mr Holliday, Tmacher
t0 tne Scotch Jettlsrs at FPerth, and you Petitioner shall
aver pray.

Whether or not ¥r Maeon's galary was inereced ag a regult of
thig letter ig difrfioult to learn, but it is highly improbable.
The grant provided for in the Act of 181¢ d4id rot make special
proviaion for any one veacher, regsrdlsss of need. C(ns writer
states that "™when the patronage 0. thy Home authoritice wae
withdrawn, lasen coutimued to teach, his precarious ralary
coging rrom echolars’ feep ané a Government gr:nt o2 one
dollar per pupﬁl".4 When thig shatement ic¢ concidered in

the light of tho Common .chool Report of L83l which shows

that he taught 31 pupils, hig total Government grait w.uld

be thirty-one dollard. This would stow thot the grant wae

not ipereased aftor Lig letter to Earl ol Rathluret in 1425

gince in 1823-24 he had received .10, 15s, 434,

4. J. ¥rager, Shanty, Foreat aid River Life in the

romtars s

Bagkwoods of Canada, Mottreal, J. Lovell and sjon, 1883, p.287.
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One of Mason's students deyorivss Lig former "maister"”;
he was "a tall, geunt, raw-béned, beetle~browed “cotchman
who seldom smiled, and when he did, 1t was as if uuader protest
from his firm and iron nature™.? He was the torceful, tyrann=-
ieal type of ruler who liked to countrol like a despot. He
was gevere and absolute and during his long term of office
accepted little counsel or interference from anyone.

Perhaps thig wag the kind of dispoeition needed to
maintain diseipline in those early days. It was = ruz-ed
generation, and the pupile were ugually ready for any action
that would relieve the monotony of the drab clagsroom,

COnsequently the degpotic ruler and the hugky scholars
often Aleagreed. The Reverend Fraser telle of Charles Mair
and himedlf and their "fechte wi' the Maister".® To maintain
digoipline the master uced lsather taws mafle out of horse
trace sliced inte "tsils"” and siunged and hardened in the fire
to impart more sting.

The schoolmaster was quite wset in higs &deas. He held
to a theory that girls ghould not be taught arithmetic beyonad
a limited stage. The curriculum wac regtricted to reading,

epelling, writing and counting.

5 Jo Fraser, Shanty, Forest and River I1ife in the
Backwoodg oy Canada, Montreal, J. Lovell and jon, 1883, p.287.

6. _I._q." ibid.‘ p. 288.
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At any rate it is to be "counted unto nim for right-
oousneus“? that he 414 guocceed in making his country school
a beaocon oY learning on the ooncesegion lines., The old Scot-
tigh virtues of order, reestraint and discipline, he 1instilled
into a rugged generation,

But Robert Macon wag more than a village schoolmaster,
He started one or the earliest public libraries in Upper
Canada and thoce who used it from lu24 to 18°5 paid him gix
quarte of wheat each.

He wag also an elder in the Auld ¥Xirk. Muring the
period of the diegruption he aced the fiery eloquence of a
Free Church exponent and kept the Lanark Xirk free from the
intrugion of the new movement. The gecesgelonigte zained
little ground in Lanark againet dour, old Robert ¥ason. “or
3 or 4 years between tie regignation of ''r Me.lister aid the
coming of Reverend Fraser, there wag a vacancy in the church,
during which time "Mr Ma-on summoned the peo.le sabbath after
sabbatn to church, and kept up a regular service, reading s
germon from some old Jooteh wortny .Y

Robert Mason war~ typical of maun; of the beet teachers

of this early period in Upper Canada's history. He wag more

7. JoFraser, ibido, io 288,
8. Id., 1bid., p. 297.
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than a teacher; he waes & oommunity builder in the broadest
gense of the term. Hig ideas of pedagagy may have beeln
limited, but he war- dauntless and courageous elough to Yace
any odde in order to ineulcatse his ideas of learning to a
rugged generation. Versatility and qualities or leader=hip
wore also expected of the teacher in that early age.

The next twenty years saw many advancees ma‘e 1in
education. Thims was due in large part to the work of igerton
Ryerson. The next chapter will deal with eduecational leglse~
lation passed during the next two decados, with impliecations
ag to itas efrfzots on school development in the Distrioet of

Bathurst.



CHAFTZR IX
RYTRSON AND WDUCATIONAL LRGISLATION DURLNG TH® 1840'S

The deocade of the 1l840's was one in which the educat-
ional pulse began 10 beat more gtrongly. This was in large
pa-t attributable to Egerton Ryercon wro, &n 1lb44, wae appoint-
el the Superintendent of sducation for the provin-ce, By his
incesgzant and tirseleess efforte the people became more congcious
of the advantages 6f education. Many school acts were pasged
during the decade; these had a great effect upon the quality
of education. In order that circumstances =z2nd conditione
effeeting the gchool gystem in the Digtriot of Bathurast may
be ugderstood, thig ohapter will be devoted to school legis-
lation in the province after lLord Durham's vigit and advice
to the Canadas,

In 1848, "An Act %o FProvide for the advaucement of
Eduoation"lwaa paased. The Aot changed the official design~
ation from "Dietrict rublic Jjehool" to "Grammar 3chool”
although thaey had been known by this latter title for a long
tine. It algo set agide 250,000 acres for the support of

grammar schools. A grart of £ 200 to each dlstrict was

1. G. Hodging, Dooumentary Higtory of HZdueation in
Upper Canada, Toronto, King's rrinter, 15%3, Volume 3, p.170-171.
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authorized to aspist in the sresotion of buildingas, provided
an equal sum war raized by the munleipality. Thig provigion
led to later misunderctandings which will be mentioned in a
later chapter, This Achd permitied the opening of two addite
tonal grammar sohools in each Dietrict, in any town or village
in whieh the inhabitants provided a gsuitable schoolhoure,

and a grant of £ 100 each. The new school had to Le at leact
eix miles distant from the orisinal distriet echool, and the
attendance had to be #ixty pupils. By the Aet of 1841, which
repenled the Aot of 1832 ag a whole, 8ll of thege provigione
were rae-snacted except that 1t relduced the number of pupils
negaegsary for an additional sehool in each District from 60
to 50, Tk minimum number of pupils reguired to Justify a
new gohool was later changed from 50 to 30, and finally from
30 to 20, A2 a result of thie provigion which provided for
the openirz of additional grammer schools, the numbler of
scho0ls increased trom 13 in 1840 to 57 in 1880,

The Aet of 1841 prowvided for a Superintendent of
wducation. The Reverernd Robert Murray, Presbyterian minicter
at Oakville was firgt appointed to the poeition, only to
resign 1n 1844 %o accept the chair of matiematice in King's
Céllege. The new officilal was the Reversend Dr., ¥serton
Ryerson, who, by the Aet of }850 is named Chief Superintendent

of RBlueation for Upper Csanada,
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Ryerson took office in 1844. But eve. before thie
tire he understood the deplorable state or education in the
Province. FHe believed that education sghould commesce with
the Common School and verminate with the Unlvereity. He
wanted the educational cystem to take the form of a ladder
with unity and harmony throu hout. It ghould embracc all
olasses without respect to religious gect or political party.
He belleved that the pesople could be made education conscicus
by the establighment of libraries and the expogition of
prineiples throu-h publications and addressese. He openly
gt00d &g the champion of the rizhte 0f the common people
and for equal opportunities for all religious dsnominations,
Hence it ig sasy to undsrstand how his attention was almogt
entirely direc:ted to the development of the common school.

He wanted the common schools to be free, universal, and non-
gectarian and until this ambition could be sccomplisghed the
grammar school wag oY lesser lrportance and thae university of
1ittle importance at all,

After Ryergon'g appointment he immediately set out
to investigate the echool systexs of Great Britain, Ireland,
France, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, New York and the New
England 3States. From Prussia he learned of trained teachers
and a stronz central administration, in Irelaid he saw in
the ugse of uniform texts a sguccemsful solution to the religious

problem, in Masmachusette he was impresced by papularly
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elected bvoards of trusteea.
His "Report on a System of Publie Zlementarr Ingtructe

2
ion for Upper Canada™,

publirhed in 1847, was made up in
large part of Horacy Manu's Report aund from reports of eminsnt
Turopean astatssmen and educstores. He belisvaed that much

oould be borrowed from otheres if what was borrowed war good
and appropriated to Canadian neede. He wiched to ros a

gyeten af univaraanl education, provided for all and taught

0 all; 1% should be brousht within the reaoch of the mogt
neody asud forosd upon the atvention of the moat oareloss.

He smaw the need TYor knowledge required for the scientifio
pursuls of mechanios, arriculture anfd commerce nd to a mors
linaited extent the facillitiee Ifor aequiring ths Li- her efucate
ion of the lesrned professiona.

He ndvoca‘ed a ayetem of elsme.tary instruction
embodyin. the teashins of the egmential truthes of Chiigtianity,
He 414 not ravor escular schools Or colleges. He believed
that relizious inatruction in mixed classes wag posrible,
and pointsd cut in his Report how i+t mi 4t be conduoted,.

He denounoed dopgma and seotarian teachine in the schools. He
wanvad the pecognition of Christianity ar the bagir of all

ingtruction and the teaching or ap much of tha Bibl: ae oould

2. J.H, Putman, mﬁarten?gerson au® ducatice in Uppen
Canafa, Toronto, Wm. Brigge, 'y be 110
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be given without offendinz any sectarian prejudices,

The bagls of instruetio: pro,.omed i, Lis Re,ort was
the three R'eg,~ww=wpreadines, inoluding spellin:, 'riting and
"rpithmetic. Put he aleo inelided many additional subjecte,
many or which have been introduce! only within ths 1lam~t%t 30
years. lle pleadg for music, drawin-s, history civics, geoeraphy,
grapmay, mumberwork, oral instruction, meutal arithmetic,
nature atudy, expsramental selence, book-keepin,, agrioculture,
physienl training, hy-iene, and political aconomy. ¢

He advocated the adoption o metho’e of teamciin- then
ueed in German echools and which I'md been worked out by German
scholars baeed o1 the work o! Herbert, Troebel, and other
philogopherea,

He recommended the teaching of history throurh bio-
graphy believins that it could be more easily understood and
appreciated than s etudy of nations. ke believed every pupil
ghould know gomething of the ecovernment and inegtitutiong and
lawa under whicr he livee and with which hie riznte and inter-
eaty are g0 clugely allled.

The gecond part of Ryerson's Reyort of 16846 was wholly
conoerned with ths machinery of a Sygtem of Public Xlemertary
Inetruction for Upper Canada. He proposed common schicole Yor
every section of a towneuip, Dietriet Model “chools, Trade

Sgchools, Dietriet OGrammar Scrool~ anc orne or more .provi.ciasl

Se J-Ho:?utmaﬂ. 1bido. Do 115,
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Univereitieg. He recommended Normal Sehools fur tie trainiung
of teachers. The textbooke at the time were unsultable, varied
and anti-British as each teacher made the relection. He
recommended that the matter must be under central ocontrol,
He advocated a stronger ceirtral control znd some
gystem of inspection without fesztroying the principle of local
control., The townzhip guperintendents were not educators;
they 414 not know how to guide =choole or in~pire teachers
to nobier. things. The Act of 1841 and that of 1843 had made
provision for local superinterdeuts of education and had alse
defined their dutieg hutthe Act had made no provision to gecure
the Aue performance of their orders. The Digtriet z2nd Towne
ship Boards dictated thelir powere. The swerintendents might
make gucsgestione and give advice, but with trat their legal
tanctions were at an end, He recommended trnt i.epectore be
chogen with oare.
Hig repprt on the control that chould bHe exergliced

directly bm the government is ae followe:

l. To mee that legielative grante are wigely spent.

2. To see that general principlss of law are followed.

3. To prepare =zchool regulations and teache: qualificatione.

4, To provide or recommend books.

5. To prepare plansg for egchoolhouses and their furniture.

6. To arouse intellectual activity and enquiry thro zh the

establiehment anf seleotion of school libraries and other

means of difrusing useful knowledge.
7 To oversee an efflcisnt asystem of ingpection. 4

4. J.H. P\l‘ﬁmau, ibldn, Do 121.
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This involved the examination and liceunging of teachers,
vigiting the schoolg, dipcovering errors and gugzesting remed-
1es as to the organization, clascitication and methods of teach-
ing in the pschoolg, giving coungal and instruetion as to their
management, carefully examining the pupils, animating teachers
trugtecs and parents by conversationg and addresgees, and by
irparting vigour by every available means to the whole school
gystem.

Thus the Local Superintendent beoame responsible for
the examination and licensging of teachers according to re -ulat-
ions 1laid dewn by the Department, This plan has changed e.nce
that day but with that gsingle exception the fuanetions of the
Governmant ags exercised through the Department of Tducation
are the same to-day as they were outlined in Ryerason's fir st
report,

He algo recommended the importanece of parents taking
an interest in the school, of clergymen and magictrates vigit-
ing the school, of good sechool libraries, of Teachers!
Ingtitutes, of debating clube and of every stimulatinjagency
for education.

After making his report, Ryerson drafted a bill which,
with a few small changes, became the Common School Aet of 1846,
Thieg Aet established the main prineiples upon which all sub-

gequent legislation was founded.
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By the aAet, the Superintendent ol 3chools became the
chief executive offdocer of tiie Governmenl 1. all school matters.
Re apportioned among the varioue Digt..ct Couueils the Legis~-
lative grant and saw that 1t wae expeuded accordiung tov We Aot.,
He supplied to pchool officers all the uLoces~ury forms aid
wag t0 keep them inforrmed as to school regulations. He was
to dipcourags the upe of unsguitalle bookr a: Texts and‘to
reoommend uniform, approved tsextm; he gulded the hormal School
when it became establighed; he recommended plarg ior school=-
houses with proper furanlture; he was 0 enovuraxe gchool
librariss; he wasg to encourage educa . iolL 1u general and to

sabmit an annual reppbt to the 3cvernor-General.b

The Act establighed the first Geueral Joard ol Lducation,
It wae to condigt of the Superintendent of Jducatio.. aud six
other memberg appointer by the Goverunor-General. Thie Board
wae t0 manage the lormal “chool, to authorize soheol textg and
to aiad th: Supsrintendent.

The Aet provided for a Normal ané Model School. Zaeh
¥onieipal Districet Couneil was to zppoint & Juperintendent of
Sehoole; thi- came council wae to levy upocn the rateable

property of trne Matrict a school tax at lsast equal to tie

Legiglative grant. 3Jcrool gections were to be established.

b Jo.H. Putman, ibid., p. 124,

6. The one in exisgstence from 1823 to 1832 war not
egtablirhed by Parliament but by the Liewtenant-Governor by

the authority of the Impe ial Government
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These rchool seotions could he taxed by the Metrict MYanieipal
Couneil for the purochame 0> sohool rites, and oraction of
echool buildings or tenchera' residences in that -eation,

The M-trict “uverintendents, appoiiicd by She
Kunioipal Tietriet Counecil becamc important officers. They
had to apportion the Tiatrict “chool Mund, consioting of the
Legislative gract ant the Yunleipal levy, smon,; the zchool
gectione, sccording to the Humbe: of ochildrsn Letween fivs
and gixtaen years of age regident in tre e=etion, nd pay
these oums to the teacher; %o vieit all -choole in their
Distrlictes at l-ngt once u yasy and report or their prosross,
to adAviee Sructees, %o exarine candidates for tercurs'!
sertificntes, to grant llcenpes, to revoke the licenses of
the incompatent, to prevent the uge of unsuthorized text-
booke and to make an anpual rsport to the Chilef Superintendent,

By the Aet, loeal profensional men (clergymon, Judges
of the DTiatriet Court, wardens, councillore and Jusiicen of
the Ppace), were givern smuthority to viplt the schools in their
diet~iat, 10 question pu;ile, confuct examinations, advige
the tazohars , encourars school librarice and make roporte
to the Niptriot supﬁrintﬂnﬂent.v Any two gelicol vigitore of
& dlstrict were allowad to examine a candidatc for o tasehor's

licenge and grant ecuch licenge 4f they eaw f£it, for s term

7. Go. Hodgins, ibid., Volume 7, p. 158,
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not exceeding one year in a gpscified eochool., Thie may have
oreated a loecal interest in the echool end 1t elco gave a
local power te act 1o any smergency.

The Aot defined in detail how sochool tru-tecc were %0
be elected. Trustees were to be elected tor Three years, ole
t0o retire annually, This meant for a continuity of corporate
life. Trustees had 0 isene a rate bill upon the pareuts of
pupils attending school; they hed %o exemnrt the childr:n of
the poor and needy from school rates; thay selected the school
books rrol an approved ligt.

It was Ryerson's wioh that the rate t:i11l ghould be
levied upon the property of the gection which would have given
free echools.8 The Act was amended, however, to make the
rate bill arsescable only upon parsntsg of children in actual
attendanes. Since that time Ryerson's proposal has heen
aecept~d universally.

By the Act of 1846 Ryerson provided a aratem that
worked. He lessened local and strengthened central control
and did it so smoothlyv and tactfully &hat it nasced unnoticed.

The lLegielative grant d4id much to recure thig inoreased
exeoutive strength. The grant was placed at the dieporel of
the Superintendent for hir to apportion among the Dietricts.

To gsecurs thie grant Ryerson made th: Digtricts meet certain

8. {;‘. Hodgna’ 1})&&0. VOlume 6' p. 76.
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requirementu; she Distrtet Superintendents, in tueu, made the
gchoel geations .n their Digtricts suvisfy certarn requirs-
meuts ue %0 bext-booka, qualified Vemouers, building aud
squlpmeit,

Ryergou's appolutment wse made by Lhe Governor and

. (...‘B.,‘ )
Ja FLedatipn whioh would nsver

not by the Ixeoutive Councii,
gain our approvaisr tu-idays Thiep merely rhowed how 1mperectly
resgponelble goverument wae ostabliched in Upper Cenada in 1846,
Hyerson iikeé his appointissut to be verted inn the Governor,
rather thun il ths dxecutive Couneil, becsuge ke thought that
by saoch an arrangsment bhe wag a gervaut ¢f the country snd
not of any poiitrenl pasty. He Lelisvaed that s Saperintendent
ef Zlucation ouzht %o ve plueed beyonsi tihe accidants sud turmoil
of politice. He thue: held orfice, in spite of opyoeition,
without Year o ,oiitloal pressure aud prajudics,

“he protests and uvbjections which came from the Aot
02 1846 taugnt dysrson thel punllic opinion mint be educated,
A man with an optimiat ‘s faith 1ia humanit ag well ’e the
wnanding capaeity for hard work, he d4id niech to awek<u publie
interest in educaiicu. He seut carefully prepared eirculars
t0 Kunieipel Couneilz, to Distpicd Suyerintendesute, wo school
trugtees and to teacrors. g ertaviiehe? aa cducmtional

Jjournal to communisate with the geuner=l public. in 1847 he

9. J.H, Putman, ivid., Y. 185,
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apent ten weske in vioites to the Iwenty-one TNigtriete into
whicn Upper Zanada was st thal time alvilded, Te enll:
Diptrics Rdueational Convendions, each lasting 3wy d-va,
These wers 9pen to teechyre, Tiztrict Jujerirtendarte, Zchool
Visitors, Munioeipal Touneillore an® the zaneral publie.

In 1847, by the Citles an® Towneg le%, the ™uvicipal
Couneily of cities an? townn were requirsd ¢ z:point g
fSehool Board ot gix mermbhar~, whieh cix together with the mayor
had full control of =11 schoolr nnd »el 00l pro,:rty. They
bad ne powor, towever, elther te le'r an grrecemont urer
property or $to co0llent rate bille frox perent:., This power
remained with the Yanieirel Council o The 2ed 244 ot ney
that tho Yanieipal Council war sompelled to give the gume
saked for by ‘he Board of Trusteee an® in Toronto the Couneildl
of 1848 notunlly refuced to levy the neee -y essegrment e0
that the Jchool Tructses werr oblirmed %o olc~s thy rohools
tyom July to Teaembar,

Rysreon ennouuced that hy hir new Scheol ™11 the
poor man would be ehabled %o educste hig chilcron and still
xeep iz relfere:pres, The® pohool tex vas o Yo lnvicsd not
upon the erdild dut wson the proverty, Rysr.on's great ambition
wan fTree sehoole.

3ut Rysrzon saw that the time bhad not yet come for
fres sohoovla by e taxaetion of preperty =0 in hip drart

Senhool Bill of lU48 he regtorsd to towns and ceitier the right
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to impose ratve bills upon parents,

in 1849, he submitted additions $0 his draft Bill of
the previous Ogtober, Among other. ochanges he recommended
additional Superintendents ror Districte of more than 180
gchoolg; Distriet Boarde 6f Sxaminerz who would replace the
Dietrict Superintendamnt and scheol visgitors ip imsuirg teachers'
certiricaves; Teachers' Ingtitutes for lectures and profese-
ional training of teachers; provigion for =eparate school for
goloured cehildren; aschool libraries for each seotion: and also
towusghip lidraries; townghip Sehool Boards; a school of Art
and Design, connected with the Nermsl 3ohool:; provineizl
sartificates ror Normal “ohool graduktes; making trustees
personally respougible for a teacher's salary; the distribution
of ecinnol funds on a basis of actual attendance, rather than
on the numosr o0f ehildren in the section; better provision
ior rixing school gites; more equitable division of tha 4200,
000 legislative graut between Upper and Lower Canada, and
provision tor the admigsion inte the common schools of pupils
trom gixteen to twenty-one years 0f age.

These recommendations, embodied in the Cameron iot
were 50 mutiklated by an enemy of the Superintendert that
Kyergon refugsd t0 accept such alterations with the result
that the Act was never given efrect.

Ryerson prosecded imnediately to dr:ft nis <ill of
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1850 whieh is sometimes callad the Charier of the (nsario

Johool Sveter. His moet outstending sontributions in this

Aot was the e=trengthening of Trustee Boardes by reeognizing

them A~ coroorate bndiea with full powsre to malLsze acliooLy
under Government regulations and full powsr to levy taxes

or ratee upon the Digtrict which Rhey revrerented, .rovigion
was made Tor securing school eites, erectins ané turalshing

now builléirge, alecting trusters, holding ecchool board moédtinge,
xXeeping schoolg zceountr, apreinting collectors ror egchooi
moneye, providing bdooskm and apparatue, oduoatiiy indi;ent
ehildran aad forming school librarige. Taachors wvere cco-red
agalumt loegs of the tull amennt of salpry srorieed ther by
truetes boarde. Adeguate provision was r:de for =cboicl o-ctions
eompoged of afjoining parte of *wo or morc vowuel.irs. Provision
wae made for Township Boarde o7 Trustees on the raguest of a
majority of the achoel survertare, to rmansge 211 the egchoclw

of a township. County Boards of Public Tnetruction were

formed, congpiasving of the County “uperintendemnt and the Ilruatees
of $he Diptriet Yremmar 3chool. These boards were fc mect

four timer & vear, to bold exnrinatione 2ud lieonse Leicnuls.
The evstablishment of echool librerice and “he pronoting oF
edren~ion in general came under their control. 7o Digtrict
Superintendent was to 001.tro]l over one hmndAred schools; the

pum 0! oué pound per anunum for each school plus the uecessary
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travelling expenserc made uy his remuneration. The Superine-
terdent. trangferred to the Township Treseurer tre power to
pay to teachers their proper allowarees. The Superirntendent
wag to vielt eneh gchool in tis Tlatriet onoce esch guarter,
end to Aeliver a publie lesture i1 each school rcection once
each year. The Digtriet Superirtendert wag to teecra g link
betwoen tre Department of iducation obn tre one hand and the
Matrict Couneil an? Trustes Roarde on the osher, His 2rtioes
were prercrided bty a central authority. The rircht of =chool
vigitore to grant lioenge to tenchers wac tmken away. The
Genersl PBoa-d of Educatior wes merged into the Council of
Publie Instruction, with Auties cubstantially th- game a~
thoge areigned the former body in 1846,

1 Board of Trusgtees war slaced in charge ot sochool
atfaire in incorperated towne and eities to replacce the former
school sectiong. Town and @ity Boards were allowe® three ways
to secure tho money needed. The Roard might aek the ¥Munieipal
Council Yo lewy an agsesament for a eertair sum which the
gaid Council wers obliged %0 vaize; the Rosrd migsht levy a
rate bill upen the parenta ot pupils attendins cchool; or they
might raice the regquired sgum partly by a ra%te bill and partly
by an assessment levh&d by the Munieipal Couneil,

The new Act made provision for the setting agide of

& 3000 a year Tor the sstsblishment and cuprort of school
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libraries, and . 26 a year 1or esch Digtrict 'eachers' Institute.
By the Aot the Chief ujerintendent wag authorized to isgue
provingial certificater to Normal Schvol grafuatee.

Publie gentiment was rapidly changing resarding free
schoole in Upper Canada. Ryerson believed that 1f school
trustees were given the o,tion 0f free echools and power to
endorse taxation for their support, they would soon aboligh
r-%e bille upon parents. In Toronto, on ¥arch, 1l&dl, a
oommittee O the Board of that eity submitted to0 the Chairman
8 speocial report showing that 3408 childr.n who ghould be in
the schoole were roamiu- the strcets; the osuses he accribed
to rate bille and lack of school accemmodation. Iublie
opinion was slowly but asurely being educated to the importamce
and necepzity of free schools.

Most of the opposition to free mchoole did come from
the woalthy property owners whe objected to educating the
children of tire poor. The managers of voluurary schools
which were dependent wholly upon subgsoriptionr and fees
wers also loud in thelr protests becausge 1f free common schools
were eetablished, then all patrone of voluntary gchools must
gubmit to be taxed twiwve for the eduestion of their children.

In the days of the pioneere of thig province xreat
importance was attached to religlous tesching in the Common

Schools. From their sitandpoint secular schocls wore of
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necegglity, godless schools. If the schools were to give
religiouns inatruction and if the adoption of some fYorr of
instruction acceptable to all wae impogsible, then separate
gchools were the logical outcome, Such schools oame to be
ectablished for Roman Catholice who differed in doctrine from
Protestauts more radically than the various Protestant vodies
differed amongst themselves.

The Common School Aet of 1841 laid the foundation for
3eparate “ehools. It stated that in any township or parigh
any number of discentients mi.ht elect a tructee board and
egtablish a school, %o be supported by public money in pro-
portion to their numbe ‘es Fifteen childrern of gechoovl age
oame to be the minimum. The Act also reguired the Governor
to appoint, in towns and cities, school bvoards made up of an
equal number of Prétestante and Roman Catholice, the irotest-
ants to manage echools attended by Prote-tant cehildren and
fatholies to msuage sonocls attended vy Catholie ohildren.l0

The Acts pagsed during this decade {(1840-50) 4id muoh
for education in Upper Canada. Their effect upon the gohools
in the Disgtriet of Bathurst will be the zubject of the next

shap ter,

10. J.H. Putm&n. 1b1d-, Pe 99.



CHAPPIR X
ADDITIONRAL GRAIMAR “CHOOLR

As a resgult of tne .ct of 1841 which .rovided tor the
openktng of additvional Grammar Jchools in each Dietrict, meveral
were opened in the Bathurgt Digtriet in the course of the
next few years.,

The firgt grammar school to be opened in the Bathurst
Digtrict after the Act of 1841 wae in the village of Smith'e
Falls. The school wae built in 1845.,1 The grant which 1t
received in 1847 was 247, 4e, 34,

On the 6th of Geptember 1848, a letter a‘dressed from
the Secretary's O0ffice 1 Montreal announced that eas:h district
in Upper Canmda war to rsceive gome part "of the moneys arising
from the Intersat of sales of “chool lande for the support of
additional Grammsr Schoole”.2 The letter continues as follows:

"In maklng the apportionment tor cach District His 4xcell-
gnoy ha# been guided by the amount of population in each
as ageartoined by the late censug, and gdoptii- that ag
the basis upon whieh to make the apyprtionment the sum
due to th- Bakhuret Diestriot for the ,r 'sent yrar will

be .80 concerning dhe Alsposal of which I am to reguest
you will procure the opiniocn of the Board of Trustees

and tranemit the ~nme to me for Hlg ixocellenoy's information™

1, W,H. Bell, Development of *ne Lntario High 3Jchool,
Toronto, University €& Toronto irees, + Do 13,

2, =====-, Poerth Board of Zducatioi Minute Books, Ferth,
Town Office, 1u841-18¢0,

3¢ ==~-==, 1bid,

d
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As & regult of this letter Truetees Harrie, Pain,Bell
and Leelle of Perth, and Shaw and Ward of Smith'e Falls met
t0 oonpider the beet manner of Adlepoeing of the £80 mot azide
for the support of adAitional Grammar ‘chools. The Srusteee
agreed that =850 be granted to the gohool at “mith's Falle, for
whioh decieion approval war rsaeived from the Governor General.®

On December 5, 1849 a letter wap writter. by the
Governor-General's "eoretary and sunt to the Reverend M, Harrip,
Chalirmau of the Tiatrirt Board df ‘ducation at l'erth. This
letter named Kr W.0. Buell ag an addition:l trurtee for muper-
intendin.: the urammar ‘chocls in the Bathurst District. ifter
doing thie, the letter went on to requeet that in communicating
the appointment to the osher trustees, ¥Mesers Gemmill, Living=-
stone, and Robert-on, that ¥r Harris woulé acquaint them, th ¢
1t hers mor: immediate reference tv the Superinte..dence of the
Grammar School egtablisned at tne wvillege of Latark.®

It war a well known faot, however, uhat t'e inhabitants
of lanark had teeu petitiuning for thuir own school for somo
time. .\ latter from the 0ftice of the Jovernor-General 4.4
dased Dec. 14, 1847 revealed tov the Reverend M.Harrige at .erth

that such a rchool wa~ being considered. 1% read ags follows:

4, ~=---=, Hinuteg of Board of Itducation, PFerth useum,

Perth, 1l8dl,
5."““‘"“"’ i‘bid., 1849,
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I am commanded by the Governor General to inform you that
Hisg Excelleney in Council has had under consideration, a
memorial from certain of the lnhabitants of the Village

of lanark praying for a share of the appropriagtion in

aid ot additional Grammar Sghools in the Babhurst Digtrict
under the Act 4 and 5, chapter 19, and that His Excellenoy
has been plemzed to direct, that a sum of £15, 15s, 94
being the balance of the appropriation for the current

year, be granted in aid of a Grammar School to be establighed

in that village a warrant for which amount will be 1ssued

in your tavour go soon as the Sehool shall hav been reported

t0o be 1n operation.6

Although the petition to oyen their own school and
share in the grant had been approved in 1847, the Bathurst
District Grammar School Trustees did not report the Lanark
gschool in operation until 1850,

The year 1850 brought a Petitionvrrom the Muniecipal
Council of Lanark and Renfrew Countlies Yor a Grammar Schhol
in Renfrew County. A population of 10,000 people as yet had
no Grammar School. 3ince this petition wag sent to the Gover-
nor~General of British North America rather than to the
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, the Reverend ¥ichael Harris
requested that in future all communications come through the
prooer channel. The Reverend Alexander Mann came to be
agsociated with the Board "for superintending the Grammar
Sehools in the United Counties of Lanark and Renfrew with

particular reference to the Grammar School established at the

By =—m=- » Mimutes of the Board of Zducation, Perth
Museum, Perth, 1847,

Ottawa,
7e 7~~-=-, Upper (anada HZducational Papers, Dominion
Arohives, (1797-1887), No, 270,
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viilage of Renfrew",8 This reference i th: 'iu.tos of thu
Bourd was duted sy, ust 10, i450.

The next s hool Lo be estabiished In tuc bLathusst
District w.s ut Carleton Ila.e. Inrorwation coucernli,, tue
cpproval of such & school wu. suvusht Ly Jomcs shew Lo U letter
deted Decesber .U, 16851, % srivh's Falls.? It reac 3 follows:

I huve vesu writteu by soms o tne .08t rugpuotuble
inhabitauts ot the village of Jarleton ’luce, t0 L.4ve wu
Graaad School estupflshed there, all the rejulroncats
of the law are ready to be fulflilled, ticy hove o house
uid the nw.ber ol 8. hecle.s 9 ulrcd by the staetube, and
there is a vacenoy Lo cum, lote the nu.oe whoch the 1w
sllowa wh.och 1 bellieve 10 Lo U0 L a the .rescat bad,
there ia one at L.ith's Falls, une ot Lanark, id one
at e Trew, Carletou Iluce Is & lavver villacu tnuas
either Renfrev or Lanark,

The exa:t year that each of these g-heols w.s 0:cned
¢.n be deteriiined frow the gistribatior of the srarnas Jchoul
Fund iy the Bethurat District. In 1830, .50 .uas alloted to
the schools at Lonurk and JSoith's 1 ulls rospectivel s, and the
halanoce (020) .us to provide tic Gre.uwi 3chonl .6 Perth with
un assistunt teucher. In 14L«, the totul Distuict appro.riiation
of (113 was distributed us follows: .erth f.l, onith's 'alls

£30, Lenack 230, wenfrew +30. This is rovesl.d in ¢ letter

Beww=ws, inutus of the Bowuru of kducubion, .erth,
Fuseum, , nugust 10, 1850,

Jowmwmw=, Uppsr Canada Bducutionul ispors, Ottawa
Dominion /rchives, %597-1%&5, No. C00L.
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of Ootober 4, 1808, and which came from the ‘Jecreiary's
Office at Juebeo,l0

Finally, the Digtrict Board of Zduoation's minutes
of January 7th, 1853, name additional gentlemer to the Board
with particulsr rerersuce to the edditional Grammer 3chool
about to be establighed at Carleton Place.t} James Roeamoad
and James Duncan ocame to repregent Carleton Place on the
Digtrict Board. The gahool wag opened in Carleton Place in
1854,12

This raprd multiplication of schools in the District
of Bathurst was in keeping with progress tiroughout the province,
In 1349, there were only 39 grammar schooles in the province
while by 1lub3 there were b4 such gchoolg in operation.lEWith
guch expangion everywhere in progress 1t is little wonder that
the people of Perth were likewise becoming congcious of their
school acceomodatdons and facilities. The egtablishiug of a

new gchool at Perth will ne the subject of the next chapter.

10y ====--, Minuteg of the Board or Education, Fsrth,
Mugeum, , Ootober &, 1852,

u.""-"--' MO’ oct’ObBr 19. 1852.
12. W, X, Bell, Development of the Ontario Hish 3School,
Toronto, Univergity 8f TOronto rress, 1918, D. 73.

15. Wo lie 3611, 1b1(’1., p' 72.




CilorTes X1
GRaMM 4K SCHOOL DEVELOTMENT IN PERTH
1, TRUBTE.S £ND THEIR FOWEAS

Even before ony other grammar schools had been opened
in the District ot Bathurst the Grammar school at rerth was
striving tors efficiency. The Trustees of the Bethurst District
School held a rmeeting on the 16th of July 184 ana iesolved
to adopt & set of regulutions for the government of the School,l
Thege rules and regulaticns, all of which sser..d reasoanable.
end sound, helped tov sive to the Distriect School u stable
foundation from which to asdvance.

School laws and regulaticnsa were adni..istered vy men
of sould judgment and ;;0od educalion. » letter sigred by the
Risht Honourable 3ir Cherles Theophilus Metcalle at Klngston
on the 18th day of July, 1843, reveals the power which was
given into the hards of the appointed trustees uwud the method
by whlch the announcement of this asuthority was conveyed. 1t
real ag follows:

Tc the Reverend i ichusl Harrls, the Revereud Thokas C.
"iilson, the Reverend Wm. Bell, sand Joshua sdams and
anthony Lzealie, Escuires, and to all to whom these lresents
nay come, Grectliugs. guow Ye thut reposing: confidence in

your loyulty, ability and integrity I have nouinsted angd
appointed, and by these rresents do nominute and appoint

l. Ses uppendixﬁ pe 1R6
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ou, the sald lichael Harris, Thomas C. wWilson, w~illiam
eli, Joshua Adans, and Anthony lLeslie to be and coapcse

a Board of Tristees for Superintending the Gremnr Lchool
in the Disurict of Bathurst of the Province of Canadu
end for the purpos. of carrying into effect the provisio ns
of an Act of the said irovince, passed in the fourtn and
fifth years of Her Majesty's reign entitled and act "to
maeke tenporagry provisions for the appropriations of the
funds derived from the sale of schoo§ lends in that part

of this frovince formerly Upper Canada and {or other
purposes”, To have and to Lold the sald office for and
during pleasure with full power to you or any three of

you to do and execute all snd every such mstters and things
as by virtue of the sald sct and of this Comunission are
required to Le done and executed".2

The authority conveved by tiis ietter was almost unlirmited,
Such e practice, however, was not dswgerous. Men of such
excellemt charascler were appoliited Board members that great
confidence could be safely placed in thelir wisdom, integrity
end judgment,

une of the duties of the Board was to approint the
Master of the Graumar School. OUn the 3lst of July, 1447,
four trustees of the G raamar School of the uvistrict of
Bathurst met in the Conrt House for tids purpose.B These four
the Heverend [l. Harris, Chairman, The Heverend .. Belil, the
Heverend w. Bain, and [ir Joshua adams deeided that 8ohn
MeIntyre A.B. would be the next master of the school. This

appointment wes ratified by His LUxcellency in g letter written

2 - D S R -
of the B athurst District, Ferth,..useun, -
Trom oir Char les Metcelte, 1843,

3¢ «-=-, ibid., July, 1847,

. quoting & letter
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from Montreal on August 10, 181;7.1+

Another duty which the Trustees of the Grammar School
assumed had to do with the admission of free scholars to the
District School. This was a responsibility which had been
neglected. After the school law of 1819 had been passed
little attention had been paid to the admission of scholars
at the @rammar Schiool free of charge. Parents, too were
partly to blame; they believed that such an admbssion was a
reflection on their financial status in life., This duty was,
however, recognized to a greater degree after 1840,

In the District G rammar School at Perth, more attent-
ion is given to free scholars after 1840. On February 28, 1848
the Trustees admbtted Edward Sharkey as a free scholar. On
Nov..24, 1842, additional applications were accepted from the
following free scholars: William Robinson, John Cameron, John
Jémieson, Peter Morrisbn and Thomas Adams. At the meeting of
the Board on Uct. 29, 1850, William Meighen was admitted on
this same basis. This would also indicate that the stigma
which had previously been associated with the free scholars,
was now being forgotten.

These applications for free tuition at the G rammar
School had to be signed by the teacher and a majority of the

trustees of the school from which the student came. Addressed

Ly ====-, Minutes of the Trustees of the G rammar
School of the Dlstrict of Bathurst, Perth, Museun,
ugust 10, 18L7.
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to the Trustees of the Bathurs t listrict School and signed
by a District couwion school teacher Duncan sorrison, and two
of the loeal trustees, Josiah Davis and lalcolm HePherson,
the body of one certificate appearcd &s follows:
We hereby certify that Edward vharkey attended our school
for nearly two years during wnich time he nas conducted
himself in & very creditable manner and from the attain-
ments that he made during that time we have conficence
in recommending him s # free scholar to the trustees of
the Listrict SLchool in con:cction with tLhe Bathurst
District.b
when schools became free by law, pupils were no ionger forced
to admit thékr lack of funds, but all were entitled to &
secondary school education, regardless of financial stetus.
The tiustees also exanined tne school. The first
available reBord of the Bathurst District Grammar School
examinsation, held in July 18#8,5 mentions the names of the
trustees as baving been prescnt along with several other
gentiemen. 7The examination began at 10 A.M. and ended at
1l P.ti. The classes were examined in leading, Orthography
Grammar, Geography, history, Writing, Latin and OUreek. At
the close of the examination the trustees expraessed their
satisfaction with the proficiency shown by the different

classed Lln their studies. at the examinailon of January 30,

1849, the mathematkes is also examiied. st the close of

5o mme=m, I es of the lrustees of the Uraaar School
of the Bathurst vistrict, Foebruery 2¢, Fertih, luseu:n,
6 =~==, Lbld., July, 184&.
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the next emamination of school classes held on June 29, 1849,
"the Reveremd Wn, B el: addressod the scholars, polnting cut
the snarcs and temptations which beset the path of youth, snd
the wav in which to avoid tuese".7 This closing telk would
indicate that the Doard of EBducation took its auty seiiously
and strove to stimilate character developuen. as well as a
sound cnglish and classical education.

Altopougi. these Ulstrict Boards of wducatlon were
made up of the most cducated closs in the community toey
vere appointed bodles, and were independent ol local control,
It will be remesbered that the Act of 1807 gave the Lieutenant-
Governor the power to appoint trustees, end thsse therefore,
would not Le subject to any local control. ss additionsl
graanar schools were estabiisned in the Listiicl more trustees
were appointed. Trustee J. shaw and 4. aerd of bmiti.'s Falls
are first mentioned i.a the minutes of wept. 20, 1848.8 un
July 12, 1849, ieverend James B. Duncan was named to yhe
Gravmar School Board of Trustees for Bathurst Listr.ct by the
farl of tlgin and tineardine.? In Lecunber 184, a letter

from cvhe Governor-Generai's Uffice naned fomr additional

76 =-=-, inutes of the datiurst Listrict Cramsar
behool Board,!erti,huseums, Junce 1384LY,

8. ===~y ibid., bepteaber, 1844,
9, =mm=y ibid., July, 1849.
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trustees to the Bathurst District Board.lV .essrs. Gemmill,
Livingstone and Kobertuon were to be acquaint.d with the fact
that theilr appointment had a "more lmnediate reference to

the superintendence of the Orasanar ochool establisned &t the
Vilisge of Lanark," while the fourth appointee, Mr #.0.Buell,
was not 80 restricted in hLis jurisdiction. Lln nuguct 1850,
the deverend :.lexander unn came L0 be associated with the
Board witi: "particular retference to the Grawver ochool estab-
list.ed at the Village of senfrews*t 4 !r durdock l.cDonnell

is mentioned in the minutes of Nov. 28, 184Y, as a new appointee
to the ~istrict doards Hev. John Hugh fHclionagh was appointed
to the DBoard of Trustees in the United Counties of Lansrk and
Renfrew in 1850.12 The minutes of april 23, 1850, announce
the zppointnent of Messrs. John L, Mclougall, sobert ..clntyre
and John Xunroe a8 associste trustees of t ha Graosmar sSchool

of Lanark und nenfrew Counties. 4 report on o Board feeting
of iy 3, 1853, introduces the nz.ies of several recently
appohnted trustees.l3 The Reverend worcell, iilne and .itkins

and Mr A.d.Ward represented Saith's Falle, James .losamond and

10,==w=~, [dhutes of the B athurst bistrict oehool
Bosrd, Perth,imseun, in a lettor written to the aev,
K, Harris, bec. 5, 1l&iy.

ll,eweew 1bid., August 10, 1850.
12 o""‘"""'ihido ’ f"i&I'Ch 7, lgs().
13.“""""', Lbé-_g- » mﬁy 3 » 1853.
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Jagpes Duncan represented Carleton Flace, although no grammar
school as yet existed at this latter village. It was not
until the act of 1853 that the ,rammar schouls became a more
local concernj by this Act local authorities were permitted
to assess for the support of grammar schools, end trustees
came to be appointed by the County Councils, rather than by

the Crown.
2. THEL NEW SCHouL IN PERTH

The same ict of 1853 which provided a Board of Trustees
for each grammar school within a wounty, which gawme to the
County Council the power to appoint trustees, and which provided
the local board with power to appoint and remove masters also
cave the trustees the power to mnite the common school of
any municipality with the grammar school, the joint school to
be under a joint board.

As & result of this provision, Ferth had one of the
earliest union schools in the province. The conditions leading
up to the formation of this combined common and grammar school
enterprise will provide the substunce of the remainder of th e
chiapter.

It was on Feb. 15, 1851, the year folliowing the pussing
of the Act which permitted the opening of union schools that
the trustees of the Distriet of Bathurst decided to appesl to
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the :erth District Trustees for such a Union.ls This early
decision was precipitated by the fact that new schools were
needed in lerth. In the letter written by the aucretaryl5
of the Board of School Trustees, for the town of Perth, the
Bathurst UListrict tchool Trustees are informed that £200 for
the purpose of assisting in the erection of & new school house
is at their disposal. They further believed that & like sum
would Le paid by the Hecelver-General of the province upon
the appllcation or tie UGrammar ochool irustces. They believed
that 4f they nad <400 togetlier with any money which the Grammar
Lchool Trustees mi, it have on hand for tine payment of an
assistant teacher for tic Urammar ochool, they could begla
the bullding of the Ferth Fublic =chool,

£t the meetin, o the Jourd on Uecember 23, 1851,
a motion was carried that the chakrman wrige to tlhe ,overnient
informi:,; them that the sun of .J200 had been ralsed in Ferth
with a view of _ettin, other L2000 to ald in building a suit-
able school house therein (.ct 4 and 5 Vie. Chapter 19} wnd
that ti.c old school house was bullt by subscription of the
inhabitants meny years ago and is now in & nost delapideted

condition.

1y, ====, ninutes of tie Board or tne iistrict of
£0

{rustees, |erth, useuu, | . Yeb., 1851,

detnurst

150mmm==e,ibid,, .uoted {rom o lelter of Hov., 21, 1851,
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The letter which the chairman, Rem. li. Harris wrote
on December 26, 1851,16asked for permission to build in Ferth
"a school of high and influential character. In this
school they proposed to introduce a department for

instructing teachers in order to supply a great want in
the surrounding country",
For this school they hbped to receive a grant of £200; this
request was, however, denied.

In spite of the fact that a prant of 4200 was fefused
by the government for building purposes, the school was
erected in 1852. Designed to hold 500 to 600 pupils the
school was to accommodate both the County Grammar Skhool and
the common schools of the town of Perth. The school was erected
on the soubh-east corner of Foster and Beckwith Streets on an
acre of land which the board had purchased. The total cost
of the building and land was £1250. This sum was raised by
a tax on property plus a loan of £600.l7 .8 late as 1855
the School Trustees of the Perth Fublic School express a
hope for a #£200 building grant which was refused in a letter

The year 1852 revealed that the gramuar school at
Perth received only £23 out bf the total district appropriation

of £113.18 The disappointment of the trustees of Ferth over

16.----, Lbducational} Papers, Dominion .rchives, Uttawa,

No. 16.
170-“-"" ibidt’ 1855’ NOO 631.

18. G. Lodgins, Documentary history of hducation in
Upper Canada, Toronto, King's Printer, Volume 11, p. 222,
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the unfair distribution of the grant, is exyressed iln a
letter from the Chairman of the Board,W. U. Buell, It read
in part as follows:
Because the municipality of Ferth has been and is now
heavily taxed, to build a large and commodious stone
school house, capable of holding from 450 to 500
scholars, & ud have all alon, acted under the faith
that a fair proportion of the Government grant would be
available for the support of the County Gracmar School
located at Perth, and associated with the other schools
of the municipal{ty.lQ
In spite of this letter, a reply foru the Becretary's Uffice
directed that the District grant of .147 be divided so that
Ferth received .23 and the other three schools in the counties
of Lanark and denfrew _et an equul portion of the remainder.
In 1855 the Grammar and Common bchool rant was £168,

The opening of this Ferth Public Schiool wiich is still
in use, took place on July 31, 1852,20 Just vefore the ceremony
the Sons of Temperance, the Cadets of Temperance, Free Masons,
Uddfellows and the buys at school along with the Brass Band
formed a rrocession and marched through the rrincipel streets
of the town. Uver 2,000 peorle were present for the occasion,

The story of the early development of the union school

at lerth from the time o1 its opening in 1852 until tue year

1860 will form the substence of tue next chapter.

19 qmmme= , Hinut.y of the Logrd of .ducation, Perth,
Museum, , hay 1653,

20, I. Skeleton, i iian Austere:wm Bell: Purson and
Pioneer, Toronto, The .yerson Fress, 19h7,r,2;¢‘




CHAPTER XII
THE PERTH PUBLIC SCHOOL TO 1860

Even before the building of the Perth Public School
was begun, the union school having been agreed on, the County
Grammar School Trustees and the Trustees of the Town of Perth
assembled on May 31, 1851, for the purpose of signing certain
articles which were to form the constitution of the Union
School, The Grammar School Trustees were the Reverend M.
Harris, Chairman, the Reverend Wm. Bell, the Heverend Wg,
Bain and the Reverend J. H. McDonagh, and Mr W, O. Buell;
James B. Dugcan was absent. The Common School Trustees of the
Town of Perth were Mr J. Davis, Chairman, Mr John McKay, Mr
T. Brooke, and Mr Robert Kellock. These men decided upon a
number of articles which would regulate the new union school.

In the first place, they made provision for the sub-
sequent establishing of a Separate 8chool in the community.
This clause was taken advantage of by the Homan Cstholics
in Perth in 1854. "The limits of this Roman Catholic S,3.
No.l was to be the limits of the town of Perth",l

l, === , Minutes of the Board of Lducation,Perth
Town Office, Nov. 28, 1854, (1851-1861
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In the second place the joint board was to determine
the curriculum of the Ferth Public School. The course was
to begin with the alphsbet and embrace bnglish, French, Latin
and Greek languages, There would also be writing, Arithmetic,
Algebra, G eometry, Trigonometry, Surveying, uistory, Geography
Bookkeeping, the elements of Natural and Moral Philosophy,
Elocution, Rhetoric end Logic and "such other branches as
the Trustees thereof shall deem proper to introduce.?

As to their administrative capacity, it was decided
that the trustees of t he Perth Public School should conjointly
manage the affairs of t he said school, determine the numoer
of teachers to be employed therein, t he gualififations of the
teachers, t he books and apparatus to be us<d in the school,
and in general do whatever might be decmed necessary,

According to the new constitution the Principal of
the G rammar School was to become the Frineipal of the Perth
Fuhlic School. His salary was to be not less than £200
currency. 1This salary was to «come from the Government allow-
ance and such moneys or fees as the Board of Trustees shéald
from time to time determine. The Assistant teacher of the
Grammar School was also employed as a t eacher in the Perth

Public School.

Remmmmn, nutes of iLhe Board of bLducation, Ferth
Town Office, May, 1851, (135%-1861)
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Money spent by the Board was to come from two sources.
The one source was the tax on the pro erty of the inhablitants
of the town of Perth. 7This made schooling free to the chbldren
of resident citizens. In the year 1855, this tax awounted to
ls, 5d on each £ of the assess ed value of property smounting
to £7,217 of Putlic School supprorters. This provided £500,
8s, 10d which was the estimated requirement from taxation for
that year. The second sourece of income was fron fees of purils
living beyond the corporaztion. These fees, pewable in sdvance
were based on g term of three months., Fupils in the elementery
English branches paid 5s per quarter, those whose Lnglish
course included mathematics pald 108 rer quarter, and thosec
whoadded lLgtin and Gree: to the other subjects paid 15s.
These fees also applied to any pupils at the Tertii Public
School over 21 vears of age.

It was in the veer 1857 tihat the fees to be char.ed
81l non~-resident pupils attending the Perth Public School
were chengud. This revised [ee was based on the department
to which the pupil beleonged. In t.e fetwsle dejartuent there
were two branches. Tupils in the lower brincies o’ educacion
peid 78, 6d per querter, those in the hi;nrer brancles psid
158 per cuarter. In the male derartment there were three
srades of education. The fees per quarter, extending from

the owest to the highest were 7s,06d; 158; and 20 s resrectively,
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All fees were to be paid in advance.3 This increasw in fees
to be paid by non-resident pupils resulted in a total of
$116. being collected for the reriod begirning April 1,

1860 and ending December 31, 1860,

This power to tax the inhabitants of the town for
the support of the Perth Public School was only one method
of inereasing local interest and local control in education.
The power sranted to the County Coumcil to appoint trustees
for each grammar school within the county also created a
local concern and sympathy which had never hefore existed.
Since two of these grammar schcol trustees were to retire
from office each year thelr positions in Perth were filled
by John Deacon, Jr. and ¥.H,F. Berford, Ksquire in the year
l857.h Common School Trustees came to be elacted, one from
each ward, for a period of two years, For the jyear 1857
the East ‘ard Trustee was Charles G. Sache, the Centee-idard
Trustee was Thomas Brooke and the West ward Trustee was Hohn
Lester. The Chairman of the Board was fev. Wm. Bain and
the Secretary was Thomas DBrooke.

The Act of 1853, in addition to securing the benefits

of larger greznts and county control also strove for some kind

3. wmmmm , Minutes of the Bosid of Education, (1851-
1861), Perth, Town Office, July, 1857.

— , ibid., Feb. 4, 1857,
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of uniformity in the teaching power. For the grammar school
no teacher except a university graduate was to be appointed
unless he had peeviously ouvtained a certificate of qualif-
ication from a committee of examiners, one of whom was to

be the headmaster of the Normal School, "All otlLer teachers
of the Perth Public School were toc hold a certificate from
the Board of Public Instruction",?

The first indication in the minwtes of the Board of
the growing importance attached to trained teachers is diss
covered in the year 1854. In the spring of that year when
Mrs Bell submitted her resignation as female principal of
the Perth Public School it was decided to write the master
of the Normal School to get a person properly qualified to
£ill the vacancy at a salary of £100 per annum.

In December of 1854 the Board planned to hire Normal
School graduated to replace the two assistants in the female
departments. In the spring this decision was furtiered when
an inquiry was made to the Headmaster of the Normal School
regarding two Normal School graduates for the Perth Public
School. There were, however, no Normal School graduates
to recommend in the spring of 1855. In May of 1855 the

Hoard advertised in the Globe for a male teacher with s

5¢ =wm== Minutes of the Board of wsducation, Town
Office, Perth, 1851,




TH® PERTH PUBLIC SCHLOL TO 1860 103

Normal School Certificate, and in July of the same vaar

it was resolved to have Normal School Graduates in all
Departments, including the female assistants., In November,
1855, Miss Nancy Ann Murray was hired on the recommendation
of Mr hkohertson of the Toronto Normal School. IMiss Murray
had a First Class Normal School Certificate. When Miss
Murray became principal of the Female Department in December
of 1855, the Board advertised for a femsle sssistant with a
first or second class Normal S5chool Certificate. In December,
1856, miss Catharine McNeice was hired as assistant in the
female department of the Perth Public School; she also held

a First-Class Certificate from the Normal School in Toronto .
On .iss Murrey's resignation in the spring of 1857 the Head-
master of the Normal School recommended ancther grcduate,

itiss Berthwick, for the position. In October, 1857 miss
Margaret McDonnell and Miss Batharine McNeice resigned and
two Normal School graduates, Miss Kennedy and Miss Wright
were recommended by Mr Robertson to fill the wacancies.

vhen Mr Bell resigned as Principal in 1858, the Board advertised
for a Frincipal and at the same time sought the advice of

Mr Hobertson and Hev, Mr Ormiston of the Toronto Normal School
staff. The next principal of the Perth Fublic School, Hr R,
R. Livingstone remained until July 1859y Mr Joseph Warren

was appointed Headmaster of the Ferth Pubiic School in December,
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1859, WMr Hay was recommended by Mr robertson and Sangster
of the Normal School as male assistant in the Perth FPuablic
School., When Mr Warren resigned as Principal of the Perth
Public School in 1861, he reported the school in first rate
condition.® Gne thing is certainj the Board had become
conscious of the importance of teacher-training and were
not willing to hire anyone without it.

The swlaries, however, did not become substantially
higher during this period of improved teacher qualificpations.

In 1854 the salaries of t he teachers on the staff of t he

Pertr. Fublic School were as follows:7
J. lwclean Bell, B.a. Principal £200
ir W, sicDonald £125
Mr J. Warren £75
irs Bell,FemalePrincipal £100
Miss Thomson £4L0
Miss McDonnell £30

This called for a total of £570. In 1856 this total was

£550, in 1857 it had risen to £600 and in 1858 it was £640,
The salaries were too small to encourage continutty of servike
in one school. For example, a ¥r F.L, Waldo was hired as
assistant in the Perth Public School in the autumn of 1860,

only to resign in the summer of 1861; his salary had been at

6, --~~, HMinutes of the Board of Education, Town
Office, Perth, 1861,

7. ===-, ibid., July 31, 1854.
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the rate of 400 rer aniar. In 1751 the (elericvs ol the
Feadmasters at Terth, Lnitn's 'wlls, .e.aark, .tenfrew and
Carreton llace dere 30, 3520, 820 anl 430 ruspecbhvuly.e
A1l of * esc 1k had degresc, two of them H.us's Lo it 1w
clarrly evicens that culertas 'ee oot reevi. . puce vith the
teacher's guaiifications.

In 2§59 schocls cast of "orcntu were luopected oy

the new head of the Lodel Oramnmer (cheil, George b vock-
turn, ef. Tn view of sis ¢vility ant hic ‘riiudng Loth in
teotlard ¢nd on the continent, he ~as zbtlc te Lricr, a guite
unbissel, tlou,.. rather youthrul judgment Lo Lear upcen the
proclem. wgardin, tre union school &t Perth Inspector
Cockrurn wrote ¢¢ follows zt the time of his official visist

n rogust 25, 1359:9

L have ttis day carefully exahinud t1 e Gram:ar Sclool
Department of the Perth 7nbliec lchool in Lotlin, Greek,
tncient tistory, French, "lgebre and otler stadies, and

it is with ureat plepgure, T fﬂﬁl mys«lf du~»L-¢~d in
rendering qmy dpinion, that [ know of few, of no United
Schools more efftcientlv conducted end in viicel varicus
~uplls were .ore seolfsloctory, the teachi., was tlorough-
the dhiseinline correct, ard evervthingG to .o ceticfaction,

This report on tle Perth school res certcihly «illerent from

Iy

his attitwde towsrd union scbools in _eneral,

8. N, Bell, T'e Dcvelorment of the Laleric lipl,
School, loronto Un¢versity of Toronto Press, 1014, p. 73

9 ==e-=-, Minmtes of the bourd of 2 _cation, fugust
26, 1859, Town Ufiice, Dertl,
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Conceruing union schools, in general, Insy.ctor
vocrouirn found that many of chem -ere not really g raianar
schools and scac were ot cven doing good common schoal work.
de boamod the exiuvteace of 95 muny union ochools oa the poverty
of tihe jrecaaars s2L0ol board which oftoen Jorced themr Lnto uniting
witis common school hourd., He bellioved that oae acter grammar
school deracrinments were inadequate. They Were tpo small to do
Justice ©vo scudents proparing Jfor Lhe aniv-sozicy and on the
same t..me tie faterests of tiue coamorn scaools sufler, He
founda tie zantreaiacs exaalnetion was not desanded in hisz inspect-
orial section nor had the schools carried.out the proseribed
progran. <~ince Inspector Cogkbura's criticism of union schools
was soobjectively msade, and since the faults that he Tound
were reiterated by Inapector George Famton Young & few years
later, ti.e zchool at Perth must have felt proud indeed, to have
recelved such &n excellent report.

Iuring this period co-educition cuame to be recogniged
as & fulure jossibility. The Jemale principel of tue lerth
Futlic Lchool vies alstensed with ir the summer of 1858; this
served to Lreak down the rigid barrlers which existed tetween
the two departments. Puplle who had formerly been taught by
#iss Berthwick, the female principal, were now to be taught
in the jramsar school dep. trent. This was a vietory lor

co~education cu ool the yorr tefure ia Jan. 1857 mMr bell
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the Principal of the Ferth Public Gchool and Hiss Mwrray,

the Irincipal of the female department had disagrecd on

the matter of having "junior male ruplle Join, upstairs to
take classes with the girls while some girls were ailowed to
attend some of ¥r Bell's classes in Arithmetic, Hatural
Philosophy and (}eomtry”.lD Then agein in august, 1858, a propuwmal
was madew at the meeting of the Hoard that a femule assitant be
employed in the crammar school as many of the CGrammar School
Purils are females. Iarents who now refuse to send their
daughters tot he institution would then gladly do so, the
school would be more popular, and justice would be done to
many ratepayers who now consider themselves unfairly dealt
with.ll rlthough the motion was negatived, a certain
relaxation in the scparate education of the sexes can be for-

Been,

10, w=w=, Minutes of L .6 B oard of hducetion, Town

b

(ffice, Terth, Jan. &, 1657,

11,-eve- y 2bid., sugust &, 1858,




Chal TLH XIXTI
EDUCATIONAL PRUGKESS 1840 - 1860

Having reviewed the school develorment in Ferth
between 1840 and 1860, let us now see how this local devedkdp-
ment fitted into tlie broader ricture of educational progress
throughout the province. The pericd was one of increased
educational legislation, which revealed that a large part
of the population was becoming conscious of the importance
of schools and of their educational statuss During the
period, uniformity in texte, courses of study and methods,
local taxation for school purposes and the eiimination of
patronage in the distribution of scheol yrants all led to
advancement in education. Much of the legislatiin of the

1 and to elaborate

period aims at securing better teachers
on this legislation the remainder of the chapter is planned.
This period s&w the introduction of centralized expert
control over the certification of teacliersy Irior to the
opening of the Normal School in 1848 the common method of
licensing teachers was by local boards of examiners. woven

fort he first eight sessions of the Lchool, no certificates

of qualification were given to its graduates.?2

1, J. G. Althouse, The Ontario Teacher, (unpublished
thesis), Toronto, Ontario College of hducation, 1929, p. 37.

2. J. G. Hodyins, Documentary History oi uducation
for Upper Canada, Torounto, Ring’s Frinter, 1503, volume L, p.256,
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However, after Normal School graduates came to receive
certificstes on the recommsendation of the ''rineipal und his
staff, those who graduated were greatly in demand. although
untrained teachesrs could stilli secure & county certificate to
teach, the class of t eacher wost likely to succeed had a
certificate which was recognized tlroughout the nrovince end
whicl carried the & pproval of the central Department of
tducation.

Hicher gualifications came t o o an greater prestie
for t he teacher. In L-60U First Jlass Provinelal Certilicate:
could be sucured only afier two or wore sessions at the Normal
School; suvcond class Irovincial Certificates mequlired attend-
ance for at least one sussion.’? ‘The lormel Uchool ruduate
could wove about Iivm pluce to place without reexarnation,
while thuse Loldlng o county certiilicate were roustricted
to tie county; in whilcl 4t wus issued. thesc County Boards
now became nkere soents o the Urovincici Government ond
examined cardidates for definite kuowied;e sud svecilic skill.
This raiging the minimum requiremente ‘or all cli:sses of
county certificates protected the nublic apainst the most
ignorant tyre of teacherer, and gawe to tesachers a higler

soclal status as well, During this period a teacher care to

3. G. hodgins, ibid., Volume 14, p. <8-#9,
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be recognized as a specially prepared practitioner who had
more than a mere academic background but who had extensive
and specific professional preparation for the position he was
to fill.

Teachers' Institutes came to increase and share
professional knowledge during this period. These Institutes,
as a rule, lasted form two to five days. In the year 1850
twenty Institutes were held,h one being at Perth; after this
they were discontinued. However, by 1860 Teachers' Associations
were fairly numercus. The sense of unity ¢nd strength gave to
teachers a much higher social status.

County Conventions, organized diring this periocd served
to stitmlate and guide public opinion. Headed by Ryerson,
the County Convention was a public mass meeting at which
the Superintendent would discuss education with the District
8chool Superintendent, the Ulergy, the Trustees and Teachers
and Friends of Elementary Education. One of these County
Conventions was held on Saturday, March 5!§? Perth.

knother method bepun in 1848 by Ryerson and later
continued by George Hodgins to acquaint the people with the
principles, policies »nd applications of education was the

publishing of a monthly Journal of Education.”? It covered all

L. J.G.Althouse, ibid., p. 61,
5. ;_d._., i’big., p. 66-
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inspirational and timely topics and reiterated the importance
of trained and effective teaching personnel. It advocated
careful selection, better living conditiong and hi l.er salaries
for teachers, Not until 1860 did a professionsl journal for

teachers appear. This was called the kducational idvocate.

During this period supervision was accepted as a part
of the Upper Canada school system, First the trustees, later
the District Council and still later the appointed County
Superintendent were responsible for visitimg and inspecting
the schools. The Act of 1843 required the sppointment of a
local superintendent by the municipal council of each city,
town or township. Township superintendemts.were replaccd
in the Act of 1846 by District Superintendents, primarily i
because capable officials could not be secured. The School
Act of 1846 legalized school visitors, such as judges, justices
of the peace, wardens and district councillors. In 1847 the
Boards of fkducation took from the municipal councils the
appointment of superrendents. These officials were no longer
learned aristocrats. They could license teachers and were
lodked on as fniends and helpers, Their lack of teaching
experience made them of little assistance to the earnest but
blundering and unqualified teachers, but their remuneration,
not over $100, was too small to expect a great deal in return.

During this period teachirs came to receive slightly
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better salaries. In 1840 teachers received less than labourers;
in 1849 they received about §$10. a week and board around;

in 1855 rural teachers received about £56 a year.6 With the
decline of the custom of boarding around came a more respect-
able.status for teachers. Teachers came to receive their

money soon after it was earned. The greatest advance in
sdlaries came between 1855 and 1860 when a slight increcse

is reported in spite of a decline in the cost of living.7

To further secure the teachers, the Department issued
a Superannuation Scheme Jn 1853. It was to aid "worn-out"
Common School Teachers. The Legislative appropriation was too
small, the pension meagre, and the teacher had to admit
pauperhood before he could draw on the fund. It did however,
show an increased state repponsibility for the welfare of its
own public servants.

The period between 1840 and 1860 was marked by a
slight salary improvement, the ability of salaries to with-
stand a general depression, the disappearance of the custom
of baarding around, a more specific definition of a teacher's
duty and some small effort to protect his rights and safeguard
his old age. As a result of these improvements = greater

number of native-born turned to teaching.

6. J.G. Althouse, ibid., p. &0,
7. G. Hodgins, ibid., Volume 9, p. 213-213.
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CHAPTER XIV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Having pursued the develorpinents in education within
the District of RBathurst to the 1860, the author now purports
to summarize these advances and recapitulate briefly certain
conclusions already expressed or inferred.

Bducation beyan in Upper Canada fro.. the laudable
desire of offical and other immigrants of tlie higher classes
from Great Britain to educate their sons in the same way as
they wemld have veen educated had they remsined at homne,

They succeeded in persuading the government to establish

and partially support eight such schools by the Act of 1807.
In 1816 provision was made ror comuon schools. Common Schools
sprang up quickly; the grammar schools didnot however,receive
popular support. A foundation had thus been laid for educat-
ional progress when the settlers came to the "Settlement on
the Rideau! laterthe District of Bathurst, in 1816.

The account of the early settlement and the conditions
under which the immigrants came to Upper Oanada reveals their
enthusiasm respect and interest for education. The selecting
of their teacher, Mr Holliday before coming to Canada shows
the emphasis and importance they attached to their children'! s

schooling. Their reluctance to see Mr Holliday removed from
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his position revealed their loyslty.

The primitive housing which the Reverend Wm. Bell,
Mr Hollidaybsuccessor found available for his 18 pupils was
in keeping with other developments in the colony. His curr-
iculum was , however, far in advance of that in the great
majority of schools of the time. The most of the teachers
could seldom go beyond the 3 R's,

The District Grammar School was established in Perth
in 1823, under the provincial Act of 1807. A record of attend-
ance at Perth in the vear 1823 shows ah average of 20 pupils.
The Perth school is reported as having a fairly good curriculum
in 1838. 1In 1841 each District was kmpowered to establish
two additional grammar schools and a grant of £100 annually
for each school was authorized. In tiree years, the number
of schools doubled, there being twenty-five in 18h5.

The early common schools of the Bathurst District are
described in Chapter Six. These schools were often kept in
one room in a house (often upstairs). After 1840 there is
a definite trend toward providing of buildings constructed for
the purpose.

The teachers were of a poor quality prior to 1840.
Qualifications and training were poor as were personal habits
and qualities. ©Salaries and teaching conditions were too
unattractive to secure better common school teachers. =a

recognition of the problem by public spirited citizens hed
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to a greater attention to the certificating and cxciduing of
teachers which finally ended in the establilsiing of the firsu
wormal Bchool.

Conditions considered to be typical of thouse which
prevailed in the comuon schouls before 1840 are included in
the story of «obert Mason of the iLsnark .chool. & rugyged
generetion required rugged discipline. Fights und corporal
punishments were the order of the day. heading, dpelling,
writing and vounting were the rrincipal subjects o' the
curriculum,

+he next laportant step was Lhe appointment of a
Cutef oupesintendent of ..ducation for Upper Canada. He
devoted the ,reater part of his attention to the comion &ci:or 18,
he adopted ana adapted many excellent ALdeas I'rom other conniries,
rie agveceted a strongsr central control without destroying
local interest, initiative and power. The Act of 1846 proviied
For teacher training et Kormal and Model Schools Lo be estab-
lished. It &lso pgave to the SMunicipal Distriet Council the
right to levy upon the rstdavle property of the Listrict a
school taxe. Sclool sections were to be eutablisied. Uistrict
superintendents were to be appointed by the itunicipal vistrict
Council. Loesal professional men were authorised to visgit the
schools, question and exsmine the puprils, advise teachers
iiceanse tLeachers and report to the Uistrict Curerintaeundent,

ayerson himsell arportioned the _rant a=ong tne uistricts aftee
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the Distirct had met specific required standards. The accepty
ance of the Act required time and teaching, but its elfects
were felt in every District in the province.

The Act of 1841 had provided for the opening of :
additional Grammar cchools in each District. Consequently,
within a few years scinools were opened in Smith's Falls,

Lanark, fenfrew, and Carleton Place. woxpansion was everywhere

in progress. The nunmber of grammar schools in the province

hed increased from 39 in 1849 to 64 in 1353. This multip}ication
of grammar schools meant that each school would have fewer pupils
and teachers.. Schools were set up an small hamlets quite un-
able to sustain them; as a result many were forced into union
with the common school.

«n dlecussion of the powers of the Grammar School Trustees
in tne District or Batuurst reveals the authority which the
central authoritvies ield. Not untii tlie Act of 1853 did the
grammar schools become a more local concern; by this sct
local authorities were permitted Lo asse&ss for the support
of grammar schools, and trustees came to be appointed by the
County Councils, rather than by the Crown,

After permission had been granted for t he opening of
union schocls the trustees o6f the District of Bathurst appealed
to t he Ferth District Irustees for sich a union. A new school

known as the Perth Public School was erected in 1852. It was
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to sccommodate both the County Uramaar Ociiool and the common
schools of the town of Perth.

The constitution of the Union 8chool at Perth was
made in conformity with existing educational legislation.
It provided for t he subsequent establishing ol a Separate
dchool in the community. The joint board determined the curr-
iculum, managed the afiwirs of t he school, determined the
teachers to ve hired and the books and apparatus to be used.
Money was to be raised froa two sources, the tax oa the pgrop-

i

erty and fees from pupils livin, bevond the corporation. 4his
was the realization of idyerson's deeam for free schools.

During the 50's certaii treuds are outstandiugly
noticeable., The [irst was the determination of the Beard of
bducation to gt teachiers withh & Normml School trainghg. The
second was the breaking down of the barriers vetween the sexes
so bhat girls and boys could be taught in the same classes,
This period saw the first reguiar professional iuspection.
A1l of these innovetions in education have long since become
permanent and indispensablie realities,

Chapter Thirteen deals with lepislation during the
period between 1840 and 1860 which aized at securing better
teachess. The introduction of Normal School training meant

that all teachers had to know more in order to teach. The

day of the ignorant teacher had jone. Higher qualifications
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brought a preater presti_e and res;ect. Teschers Institutes,
County Conventions, educational journals, an improved svstem
of inspection, a superannuation plan, and slightly hipher

salaries all worked together to bring to the schools a better

class of teacher which meant improvement and progress,.
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Abstmact of the Distribution made by the Board of Lducation of the Government allowance
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"
"
i
"
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"
"
i

31st Dec/23
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Mr Buell's acct. for printing & yeers report
Rev. Mr Gzmmel
Pd. Mr Boulton 1% for bringing money fwomYork
! do for postage
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Pd.
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£' S. D.

6

Commencing lst July 1823

Townships in which the
schools are cuartered

Bathurst

Beckwith

Drummond

Dalbousie

Goulburn

Lanark

Ramsay

€21

J. Watson, Treasurer
District of Bathurst
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APPENDIX 2

TRACHLR TOWNSHIP BOYS  GIRES  TOTAL
l. Thomas Hall Bathurst 10 11 21
2. Hobert Clarke Bathurst 13 12 25
3. David Barr Bathurst 14 11 25
4. Charles Manley Bathurst 10 13 23
5. John Stewart Bathurst 14 9 23
6. alex Alexander Bathurst 8 12 20
7. John Campbell Bathurst 11 13 2l
8. Michael Petterson  Bathurst 15 9 21
9. Joseph Radford Drummond 16 6 R2

10. John Watt Drummond 16 10 26

11. Isabella McFarlane Drummond 15 8 23

12, Peter Mclermot Drummond 9 16 25

13, David McFarlane Beckwith 11 1. 25

14. James Kent Beckwith 12 13 25

15. Hugh McEwen Beckwith 20 13 33

16. Thomas Ferguson Beckwith 14 13 27

17, John Nowlam Beckwith 12 14 26

18, Bugh McDermot Becjwith 9 11, 23

19. George Hone G oulbcourne 15 14 29

20. John Maxwell Goulbourne 13 12 25

21. John O'Mara Goulbourne 16 9 25

22, Wm. Green Lanark 12 11 23

23, Wm, Peacock Lanark 10 13 23

2L4. wWwm. Gordon Lanark 15 10 25

25, Geo., Mitchell Lanark 16 1L 30

26, James Mathie Lanark 12 9 21

27. John Manley . Lanark 16 9 25

28, James bBaird Lanark 13 13 26

29, Hobert Mason Lanark 17 14 31

30, Wm. Scott Lanark 1L 12 26

31, James Hood Dalhousie 10 1L Rl

32. George Easton Dalhousie 12 14 24

33, Joun Donald Dalhousie 9 13 22

34. John Duncan Dalhousie 12 9 21



RETURN OF Culw.ON 5CHUULS

TEACHER
35. Hobert Mills
36. Joffrey Uonohoe

371 John McDugold
38. Geo. Harrower

39. John Young

40. David Campbell
41. Finlay Sinclair
L2, James Maloney

L3. Margaret Cosgrove
Llyy Mark Kerr

L5, Alex Follock

46, Geo, McIntyre

47. Geo., Stone

TOWNSHIP BOYS GLRLS TOUTAL
Huntley 17 16 33
Huntley 14 12 20
N.Sherbrookel? 13 30
N.Sherprookell 13 27
Ramsay 15 14 29
Ramsay 11 13 2L
Ramsay 13 12 25
Bytown 12 15 27
Goulbourne 15 13 28
Ramsay 14 13 27
Bathurst 12 11 23
Darling 15 13 28
Richmond 26 0 56
636 5%5 1225

125
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AFPENDIX 3
REGUHATIONS OF BATHURST DISTrICT 3CHUOL

l. That the first quarter shall be from lst July to
lst October. Thal the 2nd querter shail be from lst Uctober
to lst January. That the 3rd quarter shall be from lst January
to lst April. That the L4th quarter shall be from lst spril
to 1lst July.

2. That there shall be a vaeation from the 24th Becember
to the 2nd January---on Good Friday---and three weeks in Summer
commencing lst July in each year,

3. That the uarterly fees shall be at the discretion
of the Trustees---as follows: For English Reading, Orthography
Gramm~r, Writing, and Geography or any of the other Branches.
Quarterly 15s. For Latin, Greek, History and Mathematics with
the above ,quarterly 20s., For each branch not incliuded in the
above list in addition tothe fee as above, gquarterly 5s,

L. That broken quarters at first entr.nce shall be paid
for cnly in vrogportion to the time of atiendace at the rates
established, but no reduction from the entire fee to be allowed
for the first quarter after the sumacer vacetion. o broken
quarters to be allowed on lesving the school. Ho deduction made
for zbsence in sickness unlcss extendiug to one-half quarter,
There shall be an extra charge for fuel aad cleaning school
room,

For 2nd and 3rd quarters 2s, 6d. .
For 4th quarter ls, 3d.
For pen and ink ls, 3d.

5. That the school shall commence at 9 o'clock when
the roll shall be cslled immediatel; before yravers,

6. That a registcer of zhbsence be kept by the Headmaster.

7. That the hours of ettendance be 5 exch day from 9
till 12 and from 2 till 4 P.M. with thhk exception of Saturday
which day shail be a half holiday.

8. That the businesc ¢f the day te closed with prayer.,
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9. That quarterly reports regarding the conduct and

progress of each pupil be sent to their respective guardians
and parents.

10, That a register be kept by the Head Master in which
the following particulars shail be entered viz:

. Name of Pupils
2. Age and Birthplace
3. hddress of Parents and Guardians
4. When Admitted
5. Time of Leaving
6. Rank in School on Leaving

1l1. That each boy on leaving school receive a certificate
from the Head Master stating tle time during which lLe was a
pupil 1in the said school, his rank on leaving---with such remarks
in his progress as the master may think fit to muke,



BESR S SURNA

sl LBOTHACT O

dne nister oo Ldsention in the District of batlhurst

raurice Uraegst Villiame, Thesis (M.h.)
Ottava Iniversity, 1951

Tie yriaavy mrrost of tiis thesis is to investipgate
the progress of educition in ths Uistrict of Bathurst from the
comlig of the Jirst settliere to the vesr 180U, mn¢ 10 revesl
tha gpecific improvenents accor~lished Quring that time., In
this wav a keener pers:. ective of and appreciation for our
present educatlonal systen mayﬁe develoned, Ori.inal documents
in the Public Arciives at Uttsws, and the .ltecord Books o the
I'rocesdings of the Poard of :ducation in Pertn as welil a3
maly seconuary svurces ssrved to provice the maverisx. ior the
work.

The first chapter reviews tiw sariy schoocl legislation
wnich te. tewn 1ut 1710 effect in Uprer Lsueda peérore the
arrival oi the esfr dest scttiors tn tlhe suestiaict ol bab.aurst
The eogrephicel vack rouad and veundaries oi t he oistr.oct
tal¢ up tihe remainder of toue chanter. This rirost chegter
rlaces the topic in its proper nistorical «nd grographical

setting
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The main body of thc work deals with both the common
and grammar school development within the District of Bathurst.
Loeal schools, masters, rules and regulation, curricula and
conditions are not lost sight of in an attenpt to reveal the
general eduacational progress within the Jistrict and its
relation to the broader educctional picture throughout tle
province,

An attenpt is wade LO Suwrarize al tne proper points
the conditions zixd progress to 1840 and vnen again to 1s¢0.

The laost chapter review:. Lle uevel.opuwents from vhe beginning,
end deaws conclusions. The appenaix coatains certaiin school
returns end distributions and re;ulations which are referred
to in the thesis proper. 4sn abstiact of the history or nducation

in the vUistrict of datrurst concludes the work,



