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ABSTRACT

Women's Magazines and the Representation of Death in Eighteenth-Century England

This thesis argues that women's magazines in eighteenth-century England were not. as
some recent scholarship has maintained. primarily instruments of gender construction. Rather. for
the first seventy years of the century. periodicals directed at a mainly female readership represented
a significant attempt to configure women's roles more actively within the emergent social order.
Taking death as a subject. the thesis investigates the representation of death in the magazines. in
order to show the ways in which they articulated and participated in the major discourses of the
period. sometimes from a female perspective. and to show the ways in which the interests of
women readers intersected with those of men in ways that were not always inflected by gender.

The first part of the thesis is a summary account of print culture in the eighteenth century.
especially with regard to the relationships between the new periodical press and the desire of
cighteenth-century readers for improvement. Particular emphasis is given to this relationship in
terms of women readers. The second. longer part of the thesis is an investigation into the
representation of death in eighteenth-century women's magazines. This part relies extensively on
primary material from the magazines and examines death in terms of changing attitudes and
practices. in terms of the ways it was experienced in eighteenth-century life and reported in the
magazines. and in terms of the suicide debate. a major eighteenth-century discourse that was
intricately bound up with other issues of concern to the emergent middle classes.
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INTRODUCTION

The British print establishment of the eighteenth century was in many ways a paradigmatic
capitalist enterprise. though not in the sense that it was the beginning of British capitalism. whose origins
lie in the mercantile and commercial interests of earlier periods.! But while the licit and illicit book trade
of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England might be said to contain the seeds of capitalism. it should
not be confused with the fully developed capitalist press of the nineteenth century. The antecedents for
such a press lie in the transformation of the print establishment from a quasi-medieval trade at the end of
the seventeenth century to an early capitalist enterprise at the end of the eighteenth. as the terms for the
survival of the trade changed dramatically to accommodate the demands of an emerging free market whose
mechanisms were. initially. neither fully understood. predictable. or manipulable with any degree of
assurance.

Neil McKendrick argues that a long period of incubation and preparation is necessary before great
historical developments are actually registered. He maintains that the consumer revolution. in which the
commercial press played a major and many-faceted role. is a "multi-causal phenomenon." with most of the
causes originating in the seventeenth century.? Building on McKendrick's endorsement of the "long
view." Chapter One of my thesis provides a summary account of the emergence and development of
British print culture. attempting to identify the features that help to define it. in terms of economic and
political conditions and in terms of the literacy and upward mobility of readers.

For much of this initial phase of my argument. it is possible (o conflate temporarily genres and
readerships that will need subsequently to be distinguished from each other. For the first haif of the
cighteenth century. there were no significant variations in the fortunes of newspapers and magazines or
periodicals.? Both were new forms (the periodical was a couple of decades younger). and both were
subject Lo the same economic imperatives and the same outside pressures from government. Both enjoved
the advantage of the seemingly limitless appetite of a growing and enthusiastic reading public. Chapter
Two considers the development of the periodical press. with regard to form. content. editorship. and

readership. in an attempt to distinguish what was new and innovative (relative to the emergent print



culture) from what was "in the air" more generally. Furthermore. it attempts to identify the ways in which
print innovations interacted with broad social and cultural developments to resultin a stable industry
underwritlen by an established readership in just over 100 years. My analysis relies on the materialist
assumption that texts. their producers. and their readers form an interdependent. indissoluble trifogy in
which relations between the components are always reciprocal. though shifts in the balance of those
relations are inevitable.

For purposes of clarity. | have divided the period under consideration into three phases* The first
phase. from 1695 until approximately 1750. marks the development of periodicals. During this formative
era. the content of periodicals was reader-determined. and the function of the writer/editor/publisher was
not to manipulate readership. but to "read” it.> Moreover. the ability of an editor to read the audience for a
magazine determined not only its content but its very existence. The second phase. 1750 - 1770. slightly
less definite in its parameters than the first. was a period of stabilization. During these years the discrete
and overlapping influences of readers and writer/editors were roughly in balance: the new periodical press
became more sure of itself as an entity and more conscious of its own potential. Readers. increasingly
aware of themselves as consumers and contributors, became more comfortable and confident about their
habit in reading and reserved a place for periodicals in their reading agendas. The years 1770 - 1800
constitute the third period. in which the balance of power shifted from the reader to the periodical
writer/editors. Readers gradually disappeared in their capacity as frequently contributing writers and came
to be increasingly identified as consumers of goods, including the magazines themselves.

These readers. drawn from many different socio-economic groups. were bound together by a
common desire for upward mobility. They sought in the popular press an image of themselves. not.
perhaps. as they actually were. but as they wished to see themselves in terms of a new social order. This
image. [ argue. was not the invention of writers and editors. nor was it either monolithic or consistent in
its representation. Rather. it reflected the collective desires of the readers themselves: the part of editors
was initially to ascertain these desires and give them shape. The readers were also of different sexes. and
from the beginning women readers were acknowledged by the writers and publishers of periodicals.

Although this gendered readership later had significantimplications. the combined strength of a male and



female reading audience was initially more important than were their differences. In the first seventy vears
of the popular press. distinctions of genre and gender were of limited consequence o the emergence of
print as a commodity to be exploited. not only for political. religious. or social purposes. but for
commercial ends as well.

This was as true for magazines directed at a primarily female audience as for magazines generally.
Some recent feminist critics have denied that women's magazines existed before 1770. and others have
claimed that such efforts could not properly be so designated because most of them explicitly addressed a
mixed audience or did not confine their content to "female" interests. Contrarily. | argue that women's
magazines existed from the 1690s. that their initial courting of a mixed readership was no more than a
convention shared with most magazines of the period. and. most importantly. that their refusal to confine
content to women's interests tells us something significant about eighteenth-century women readers and
their interests. Throughout this study, I use the term "women's magazine" to mean those publications that
were aimed primarily at a female audience. While this is quantifiably unproveable. some attempt needs to
be made to account for so many magazines that were. like The Female Tatler. The Femule Spectator. and
The Ludies Muguzine. designated "female." After all. in these cases. there already existed a Tutler. a
Spectator and a Gentleman's Magazine, and those magazines explicitly solicited female readers and
included subjects that were of interest to and/or concerning women (though there was a vast difference
between the way Addison and Steele approached the issue and Edward Cave's approach). Furthermore.
many of them. including Steele in his Luadies Library, adopted a female eidolon. though she continued to
be vintage Steele in substance if not in name.

A de fucto approach seems the most reliable -- the more readers a magazine could entice. the better
its prospects for success. particularly since. unlike the newspapers. periodicals did not initially attract
sufficient advertising to support sustained production. Logically. the explanation for the emergence of a
separate genre seems Lo be that magazines designated "female" reflected both a substantial. lucrative market
and a dissatisfaction among readers with the ways they were accommodated to the content of existing
magacines. Furthermore. basic psychology suggests that. while many readers no doubt read whatever
came to hand. given a choice between reading The Spectutor or The Femule Spectator. most men probably
chose the former and most women the latter. Many magazines in the first half of the century explicitly



addressed male and female readers. but women's magazines were different in their assumption that women
would be their primary. though not their only. readers. Additionally. some of these magazines were
written and produced by women. Like Lady Mary Wortley Montagu (whose Nonsense of Common-
Sense is not included here. both because of its political nature and its uniqueness as a not-for-profit
magazine). Eliza Haywood. Charlotte Lennox. and Frances Brooke all wrote and produced their own
magazines. and others. like Susannah Centlivre. are thought to have been collaborators and contributors.
While not all of these writers' magazines were designated "female" (Haywood's The Parrot, for instance).
their efforts are important to the studies of print culture as a whole and to our assessment of female agency
during the eighteenth century.

As I read through the magazines. [ became more convinced of the truth. not only of the existence
of women's magazines. but also of their importance. To date. we have tended to read eighteenth-century
women'’s magazines for their ideological implications. particularly with regard to gender construction. a
focus which seems unnecessarily limited and limiting. In my study. [ have attempted to situate women's
magazines in the context of the British print establishment as a whole and in the context of women readers
who had particular reasons for reading the magazines. Subject to the same fiercely competitive conditions
of the marketplace. women's magazines had to fight as hard as any others to appeal to readers. a struggle
that involved not. as has been suggested. the salability of what was on the minds of editors. but the ability
of editors to determine and deliver what readers wanted to read. The magazine itself was a product of its
times. a new commercial venture feeling its way with a newly literate. upwardly mobile reading public that
had not yet acquired the reading habit. Upwardly mobile women readers seem to have had considerably
more awareness of their particular place in the new social order than is generally thought. and women's
magazines before 1770. and to a lesser extent after that. clearly articulated a very different version of
women's role than that pronounced by Addison and Steele. An examination of the magazines reveals that
the interests of women readers were as diverse as those of men. that women were reading for the same
reasons -- instruction. entertainment. and. most importantly. improvement -- as men. and that women
were as self-conscious about their part in the new social order as men. Women's magazines. in short,

actively participated in the emergent magazine industry. in terms of both the marketplace and development
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of the genre. They considered subjects that were of interest to women specifically. but also subjects that
were of interest generally. sometimes and sometimes not presenting them from a female perspective.

Furthermore. if we do not limit our readings of women's magazines to what they can tell us
about gender construction. and read them instead with an eye to what they can tell us about life -- and
death -- in the eighteenth century. they become treasure troves of information and insight. in terms of
both literary history and social history. Representations of death seemed an especially interesting test
of the diverse claims | have made for women's magazines. However. | was unprepared for the
extent to which death appears in the magazines and for the range of narrative, generic. didactic. and
entertainment ends to which death as a subject is employed. But. while death's ubiquitousness and
the variety of ways in which it is considered in the periodicals may seem tinitially surprising. the
situation is historically logical. First. of course. death is truly universal. and evidence of death is
unavoidably woven into the cultural fabric of every society. Anthropologists have concluded that.
across periods and cuitures, death seems to confront "human beings with an awareness of their own
transience. to which they react with attempts to saivage out of this disturbing experience some
residue to which permanence can be attributed."® In addition. death was a much more ordinary and
visible event in eighteenth-century London than it is today. No respecter of status. age. or sex. death
formed a part of the daily experience of the entire population. Even children were familiar with death
and dead bodies. since people of all ages generally died at home among their families and executions
were public spectacles.” The ways in which people died in. or as a result of. accidents and the
places where outbreaks of communicable diseases occurred were matters of great concern. Under
whal circumstances people were murdered. how capitally convicted criminals behaved at their public
executions. and what became of their remains served dual purposes. voyeuristic and didactic ®
Accounts of the conduct and fate of widows and orphans. real and fictional. provided important
instruction as well as entertainment. Debates about the nature of death and the afterlife. in part the
legacy of the religious and political crises of the seventeenth century. flourished throughout the
century. Moreover. death operates implicitly in much of the perennial discourse on the transfer of
property. The ways in which death figured in eighteenth-century women's magazines. therefore. is
the subject of the last three chapters of my thesis.
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Chapter Three considers eigtheenth-century changes in attitudes toward death and in the
practices associated with death. as represented and reflected in women's magazines. A shiftin
attitudes toward death began slowly at the time of the Reformation. accelerated more rapidly during
the seventeenth century. and was mostly accomplished by 1800. Rituals and practices associated
with death altered in conjunction with changing attitudes. Clare Gittings argues convincingly that all
of these shifts relate to reconceptualizing selfhood in accordance with interrelated religious.
economic. political. and social transformations. Increased anxiety about death, Gittings claims. was
a by-product of this early modem complex of transformations. and this anxiety was expressed in
ways that emphasized the centrality of the sensible. functioning individual in the emergent social
order.” One major change was the shift in focus from the spiritual state of the dying person and the
fate of his or her soul. to the grief and loss experienced by survivors.!0 A second shift concerned
the privatization of death as it became less an event that involved an extended community and more
one that primarily concemed the immediate family. A third shift was the commodification of death.
as the practices. customs. and accoutrements of death became available for a price. These are all
interrelated and consistent with other phenomena that attended the establishment of the middle class
over the course of the century.

Though women's magazines did not often focus on death as a particular subject of
investigation, its representation there reflected changes in attitudes and practices associated with
death. and a survey of these representations allows us to form a picture of the various ways death
was perceived and experienced in eighteenth-century life.!! For. if death was already a highly
visible fact of existence. the print media substantially increased its visibility. The publication of the
fortnightly bills of mortality in many serial publications (including for a time The Ladies Muguzine)
suggests the extent of readers' interest in and concem about the subject.

Chapter Four considers the ways in which women's magazines represented the deaths of
individuals and groups of individuals. real and fictional. focusing on death resulting from illness and
accident. murder and execution. and infanticide. Recollection of the plague and awareness that
indiscriminate epidemics could strike again were widespread in eighteenth-century London.!2 and
consequently. outbreaks of plague or fever in foreign countries were deemed as newsworthy as details of
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the fatal illnesses of Londoners. Deaths resulting from accidents and the complications that arose from
them are described in detail. permitting us to draw a rather alarming picture of the precariousness of the
daily lives led by ordinary people. Violent death was a recurrent topic in literature throughout the
century. and my study will examine the ways in which murder and execution were considered in
women's magazines. Infanticide. a species of murder associated primarily with women. will be given
particular attention.

Such an investigation is not. of course. untouched by ideological concerns. because few causes of
death were entirely free of class -- and sometimes gender -- implications. Infectious and contagious
diseases might strike any socio-economic level. but people who lived in close quarters. in conditions that
were unhygienic or even squalid. suffered infection and contagion at greater rates. Accidental traffic
death might befall the gentleman horseman, the liveried carriage driver. the poor carter. or the elderly
pedestrian or street urchin run down by any of them. but accidental death resulting from occupational
hazards obviously occurred most frequently among the laboring classes. Anyone might die by violent
means. but murders and executions were largely confined to those of the lower orders. though they
prompted more publicity when they involved the upper or middle classes. Men committed murder far
more often than women. in ways that sometimes had gender implications. Contrarily. gender was almost
always a factor when women committed murder. Likewise. infanticide might occur at any socio-
economic level. but was typically committed by women without means or working-class women. often
servants whose situations depended on their reputations.

Class and gender. then. must necessarily be a part of my investigation. but the primary
objective in this chapter is to survey the magazines for their representations of death as a feature of
eighteenth-century life -- death as event. not as abstraction. This will allow us to appreciate more
keenly the experience of eighteenth-century life. when death was commonplace and highly visible.

Not only major illness and catastrophe caused death. but the most minor ailment or the slightest
accident was potentially fatal. a fact of which we are reminded by the almost incidental notice in The
Ladies Magazine. of a man who died of "a Mortification. occasioned by the cutting of a Com."!3 In
Chapter Four. I draw most extensively on The Ladies Muguczine. because it is the most "news-
based.” In addition. assuming that the contents included in women's magazines were deemed to be
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of interest to readers. this analysis allows us lo speculate on what those interests were and what they
tell us about the readers themselves. as well as to make conjectures about the influence and
importance of women's magazines in the popular culture of the eighteenth century.

Chapter Five concludes my study by situating the representation of suicide in women's
magazines within the context of the discourse on suicide. which. in England. spanned the entire
eighteenth century. In many cases. writings on suicide were responsive to. and in turn nurtured. the
widely held belief that self-murder was a national British epidemic. In other cases. the subject of
suicide provided a theatre for other. larger. Enlightenment debates. such as that between religion and
philosophy. or served as a vehicle though which conservative and progressive voices might articulate
their claims for a social and political outlook that favoured their interests. especially with regard to
privileging either society or the individual.'* Regardless of the bias of a given writer. extended
considerations of suicide were almost inevitably bound up with the legal status of self-murder as a
capital cnme in which harsh punishment was meted out to an insensible corpse and innocent
survivors.

Not surprisingly. the discourse on suicide contained a substantial moral dimension. The
appearance of Addison's immensely popular Cato in 1713 put the spectacle of heroic suicide in the
public eye. fueling the Augustan fascination with neo-classicism and rendering self-murder noble
through its presentation of the republican Cato who killed himself rather than submit to the rule of
Caesar. In its suggestion that some things were worth more than life itself. the story of Cato. like
that of Lucretia, who committed suicide after Tarquin's rape robbed her of her honour. was
implicated in the overlapping discourses of suicide and honour. Conversely. opponents of suicide
consistently linked the immorality of suicide with the immorality of dueling and gambling.
sometimes citing the latter as causes of the former.

The discourse of suicide was considered by philosophers and ministers of the church. by
poets and journalists. by the century's literary lions and by anonymous contributors to the periodical
press. Print considerations of suicide took the form of essays. poems. tracts. news accounts, letters.
and narratives. all of which circulated among the reading public throughout the century. My study
examines some of the most influential of these considerations. in order not only to isolate the major
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attitudes toward suicide and explanations for it. but also to explore with some specificity how such
attitudes and explanations were articulated in women's magazines. In their overview of suicide in
carly modern England. Michael MacDonald and Terrence Murphy suggest that no forum was more
effective in keeping the terms of the debate alive and in the public eye than the periodical press:
however. even though gender is a key issue. in relation to questions of both genre and audience.
these authors fail to allude to a single women's periodical in what is an otherwise comprehensive
study.

| propose to rectify that omission here. not only in the interests of thoroughness. but also.
and more to the purpose. to demonstrate. through a more fully contextualized analysis. that women's
periodicals did in fact address issues of significance to both men and women. did assume in their
primarily female target audience a knowledge of the terms of public debates from which their voices
were frequently excluded. and did implicitly invite and encourage intellectual and philosophical
engagement with complex issues in ways that sometimes did -- but often did not -- have gender
implications. Although suicide. like the subject of death generally. was not a primary focus in the
magazines. women's periodicals nevertheless touched on every major aspect of the discourse.
expressing a vanety of attitudes toward suicide. contributing actively to the suicide debate (at times.
from a self-consciously female perspective). reporting suicides in accounts that might be either

neutral or didactic, and. on occasion. exploiting the sensationalism of particularly gruesome details.



NOTES TO THE INTRODUCTION

I' See Peter Laslett. The World We Have Lost (London: Methuen and Company. 1965). p. 18:
Neil McKendrick et al (eds.). The Birth of a Consumer Sociery (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press. 1982). pp. 3-5.

2 Neil McKendrick. "The Consumer Revolution of Eighteenth-Century England.” in The Birth
of u Consumer Society. Neil McKendrick et al (eds.). p. 13.

3 The definitions of newspapers. magaczines. and periodicals vary from writer to writer. some
using content as determinative. others using frequency of publication or format. Even the long
definition formulated by Richmond P. Bond in the introduction of his early and still influential
book Studies in the Early English Periodical (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.
[957) ultimately leaves room for considerable overlap between the terms: "The peniodical is
usually a series of numbered and dated issues produced under a continuing title on a definite
frequency for an indefinite period. It differs from a collection of related pamphlets or allied books
in its very periodicity. and from its older. often mercurial. brother-in-print the newspaper in that
the latter is more concerned with momentary matters and proceeds on a less leisurely course. The
periodical is a publishing enterprise with editorial problems of contents and methods and deadlines.
with business problems of production and circulation and solvency. Every issue of a periodical is
a unit in serialization subject to the limitations and challenges of date, length. format. audience.
purpose. material, techniques, editorship. authorship, and temper of the time: each number is a part
of a whole " (p. 3). It is somewhat reassuring to recall that there was confusion between the terms
from the beginning. Michael Harris observes that inadequate definition between forms of print
hampered enforcement of the Stamp Acts of 1712 and 1725 (London Newspapers in the Age of
Wulpole [Rutherford, New Jersey: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1987}, p. 26).

4 The periodization is not arbitrary. J.H. Plumb notes that the function of print after 1750 was to
stimulate an ever-widening market in the pursuit of leisure as a commodity ("The
Commercialization of Leisure in Eighteenth-Century England" in McKendrick et al (eds.). The
Birth of a Consumer Sociery, p. 268). Likewise. Edward Copeland observes that, beginning in
1770. the new Ludy's Mugazine subordinated fictional offerings to its "operative language" of
fashion: a reader's initial "trip through the magazine becoming itself a kind of shopping expedition
with no expectation to buy. window-shopping of the most guileless sort among the ideas and
images of the Ladv's" (Women Writing about Money [Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
1995]. p. 117). Or. as Joyce Appleby has more generally put it. "The idea of man as a consuming
animal with boundless appetites. capable of driving the economy to new levels of prosperity.
arrived with the economic literature of the 1690s. but the idea presented too many political as well
as moral threats to gain immediate widespread acceptance. Not until the 1770s did the idea of the
increased propensity to consume assume its rightful place in models of economic growth which
recognized the vital contribution of the elasticity of demand” (Quoted in McKendrick et al. p. 15).
= During the period under consideration. these functions were often not clearly distinguishable
from each other. and in many cases. one person performed all three.

6 s.C. Humphreys and Helen King (eds.) Mortality and Immortality: the anthropology and
archeology of death (London: Academic Press. 1981). p3.

" Lawrence Stone. The Familv, Sex, und Murriuge in England 15(X) - [8(() (New York: Harper
and Row. 1977). p. 207.

8 For a comprehensive discussion of the reader as voyeur. see Lennard Davis. Fuctual Fictions
(New York: Columbia University Press. 1983). Pp- 59-66 and pp. 122-37.

9 Clare Gittings. Death, Burial and the Individual in Early Modern Englund (London: Croom
Helm. 1984). According to Gittings. this anxiety was manifested in a varniety of ways. "One was a
growing desire to separate the living from the dead. for example. by prohibiting burials in churches
and by reserving graveyards for interments. This was coupled with an intellectual stance which
tended to emphasise the difference. rather than the continuum. between the soul and the body and
between the two states of life and death. An unease at the prospect of physical decomposition led
to the widespread coffining of bodies. and encouraged the craft of the embalmer. A mounting
desire for worldly remembrance stimulated such practices as the preaching of funeral sermons and
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the erection of tombs. in large numbers. All these factors combined with a more
compartmentalised and materialistic outlook to assist in the establishment of the undertaking
profession” (pp. 13-14).
[0 However. [ shall not argue, as has Lawrence Stone. that the focus "shifted from the behaviour
of the dying to the response of the living, for whom death was now no more than a meaningliess
personal bereavement. the extinction of a loved one” (p. 247). Stone claims here to be following
the thinking of Philippe Ariés. but Stone is overstating the latter's point to the point of distortion.
Furthermore. no source consulted for this study -- primary or secondary -- indicated the
widespread self-absorption or absence of fellow-feeling suggested by Stone's generalization.
Occasionally. death was considered as a discrete subject. For example. The Female Mentor
printed a long "Conversation.” On the Fear of Death. in which the observations of classical and
contemporary writers are cited and anecdotal and anthropological evidence is presented in a kind of
extended. literary memento mori that reminds readers of the inevitability of death. encourages
Christian preparedness. and gives assurance of the rewards of the hereafter (The Female Mentor.
Vol. Ill. Conversation 31 |1796] pp. 9 - 30).
12 peter Earle. The Muking of the English Middle Class: Business, Society and Family Life in
London, 1660) - [730 (London: Methuen. 1989). p. 302.
|3 The Ladies Magazine. Vol. IIL. xxi (August 22 - September 16. 1752). p. 336.
I4 As in the cases of both infanticide and suicide. rising professional interests like the emergent
medical establishment sometimes laid claim to particular areas of expertise through the conjunction
of topical social issues and legal process. For example. medical testimony in infanticide cases was
increasingly (through methods that were highly inaccurate) used to determine whether a baby had
been born alive or dead. Likewise, although medical discourse entered into the suicide debate in the
attribution of self-killing to medical causes, these were fairly undeveloped in the eighteenth
century. Melancholy. spleen, and vapours continued to be named as medical causes of suicide for
much of the century (Michael MacDonald and Terence R. Murphy, Sleepless Souls: Suicide in
Eurly Modern England [Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1990, p- 237). The late-century medical
enquiry into the nature of madness seems not to have been brought significantly to bear in the
decisions of coroners' juries, notwithstanding the widespread use of the lunacy verdict in suicide
cases (p. 140).
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CHAPTER ONE
PRINT, READERS, AND UPWARD MOBILITY

The eighteenth century was an age of commercial advancement in all directions. and
bookselling did not lag behind. The leading members of "the trade” became men of
importance, wealthy and intluential...So had they prospered. and authors went naturally with
them...The reading public was at once the child and parent of authorship. brought into being
by the existence of books. and then. by mere act of volition as it were. causing books to be
multiplied and again multiplied. To speak of the increasing prosperity of booksellers and the
improving prospects of authors is to describe the effects of a great cause. the growth of the

public.
A.S. Collins (1957)

It is a commonplace that the growth of capitalism meant the growth of the bourgeoisie. It is
not so commonly accepted -- at least. not stated -- that the press was itself a bourgeois
commodity created and supported by the economic system of financial capitalism... Assistcd
to some degree by the novelists. the press...contributed towards the creation and maintenance

of a reading public.

Simon Varey (1993)

The printing press had been in England for two hundred years before the lapsing of the Licensing
Actin 1695 removed restrictions applied to its use. The potential -- and ambivalent -- power of the printed
word to affect events had been immediately recognized: while Thomas Cromwell used the new technology
to gain support for Henry VII's break with Rome. Henry. aware of its potential to challenge his authority
and new religious policies. was also the first English king to restrict the press, imposing formidable
penalties on those who used it for purposes deemed dangerous.! Under Mary [ in 1557. the Stationers'
Company became the government's agent for controlling the press until the Long Parliament abolished
prerogative courts in 1641, unintentionally removing licensing decrees and creating. for the first time in
England. a press unrestricted by royal control.>

Between 1640 and 1660. an unprecedented diversity of printed matter reached a public eager to
consume it: “the yearly average ran just under 700 titles. compared with the yearly average of 200 titles
between 1576 and 1640. This material debated political and religious issues. usually in expressly critical

terms. as had never before happened. Precisely who read this material or listened to it being read will



never be known. but certainly it reached downward to lower-middle and lower classes in l.ondon and
spread far beyond the city."} However. while unharnessing the press from royal control had radical
implications for both writers and readers. a "free press” as we know it had not yet evolved. either in
theory or in practice. The revolutionary government imposed its own restrictions and at no point identified
freedom of the press as a specific or even desirable right or objective. In his Areopagitica. Milton (who
served as licenser for the Rump Parliament) argued that only certain views could be sanctioned for print
and that the views of some groups should not be printed at all.# Coming from so staunch and liberal a
republican as Milton. these views reveal that in the mid-seventeenth century. for those in positions of
power. the press was still far from being perceived as a commodity suitable for an undifferentiated public.
The Restoration of the monarchy in 1660 resulted in new restrictions on the press. this time desired
by both Parliament and the Crown. In 1662. the Licensing Act took effect. subjecting books to the
censorship of the licenser and reducing the 59 extant printers to the King's printers. the two university
printers, and 20 master printers of the Stationers' Company. The Act limited the number of presses. as
well as the number of apprentices allotted to each printer. thereby attempting to control the future as well as
the present state of printing. by controlling the most fundamental details of production.® Charles II
appointed the ruthless monarchist Roger L'Estrange to the position of surveyor of printing presses and
licenser of the press. granting him broad powers to search and destroy not only illicit printed matter but
also the presses that produced it. L'Estrange was assiduous in his efforts. proposing, among other
things. that printers rendered redundant by the new Act should serve as spies against those who persisted
in illegally printing and distributing seditious documents. According to L'Estrange. such criminals as the
latter should be subject to serious penalties. including "fines, mutilation. banishment. prison. and death.””
Following James' abdication. Prince William of Orange inherited the Licensing Act (the pro-Stuart
['Estrange. however. was now disgraced. and was imprisoned on several occasions). and Wiltliam used
the press extensively as a propaganda instrument for the monarchy.® By the end of the seventeenth
century. the press's ability to manipulate the British public with regard to political and religious affairs was
widely recognized. Its ambivalent power Lo endorse as well as to subvert had been well tested. and this
ambivalence continued (o inhere in the new popular print genres that evolved during the first half of the
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The pivotal event that freed and transformed the press was the lapsing of the Licensing Act in
[695. A great deal of scholarly attention has recently been paid to the implications and effects of this
event. which is now generally understood to have been inadvertent rather than deliberate on the part of the
government. By 1695. there was widespread agreement among all parties that the existing Act was
inadequate to contain the large amount of unlicensed material in circulation.? Quite simply. no agreement
over modifications or revisions was reached by the expiration date. and the Act lapsed as a matter of
course. The lapsing of the Act meant an end to its protection of authors and printers from piracy. but it also
meant that anyone with the equipment might set up a print shop.!0 The effect was immediate. "The
collapse of prepublication censorship in 1695. which accompanied the almost absent-minded lapse of the
Licensing Act. was followed by a striking rise in the volume of output. London offered a market of
unique scale and coherence. and the printers. freed from official restraint. began at once to exploit the
considerable demand for news and related forms of cheap reading matter. By 1712 about twenty single-
leaf papers were regularly published in the capital each week. Partly through the efforts of London-trained
printers squeezed out by increasing competition. newspapers also began to appear in the English provinces
and in Ireland. based directly on the pattern of their London counterparts."!! And by 1712. some of the
most influential of the new magazines and periodicals catering to the divergent tastes of the emergent
British reading public had already appeared.!>

The absence of prepublication censorship was not equivalent to freedom from harassment or from
real and attempted controls. Predictably. the rapid expansion of the press provoked conflicts among those
whose interests were -- or were not -- being served by the new openness. Neither the government nor
groups of booksellers desired a completely unfettered press. and the government persisted in its attempts al
control. which included checks on content, production. and distribution.!3 Libel laws. particularly those
concerning seditious libel. comprised the government's most effective and sustained means of control. not
only because of serious penalties that could be imposed. but also because the law applied to all individuals
and involved every aspect of the production of documents deemed politically objectionable. "By limiting
the range of political comment and effectively preventing the appearance of material that could be described
as extremist. [the law of libel] fixed the boundaries of political debate. At the same time. application of the
law ensured that only those [publications| with sound financial backing. whether provided by booksellers
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or politicians. could survive. The legal process bore heavily on a wide range of committed and
uncommitted newspaper personnel. providing a continuous check on the level of political conformity. In
this way the law and the political system helped to reinforce the process by which the booksellers were
consolidating ownership of the newspaper press in their own hands.” '+ Both the scope of the laws and
the due process involved with implementing them were formidable.!5 In fact. the laws themselves served
as an effective deterrent more often than actual prosecutions and convictions, which were relatively rare.1*
In 1712. the first of several Stamp Acts was introduced by Lord Bolingbroke. and. like those that
followed in 1725 and 1757, was effective in causing the failure of a number of newspapers and
magazines. The Stamp Acts imposed on publishers a duty based on the size of paper a publication used.
as well as on the number of advertisements it contained. Some individual enterprising publishers found
means of circumventing the tax. either by reducing the size of print, increasing the size of the page. or
making use of multiple columns.!?” However. the most effective resistance to government interference in
the burgeoning print trade was not individual but collective, posed by the associations of booksellers
known as "congers."!8 But restrictions imposed by the government were not the only or even the most
pressing problem with which print entrepreneurs had to contend. From 1695 until the end of the
eighteenth century. fierce competition between publications was a defining feature of the establishment
and development of the press. as print entrepreneurs sought to gain a foothold in the promising industry.
Those who made the attempt were hampered not only by competition but by the unknown variables
associated with the newness of the industry itself. On the one hand. a magazine's popular success was
dependent on the energy and ingenuity of its editor.!2 On the other hand. commercial success was
dependent on the ability to secure and maintain financial backing, advertising. adequate readership. and
the support of booksellers’ associations.2’ A publisher who could balance both imperatives. however.
could expect results. as is demonstrated by the fact that the number of papers sold in Britain in 1750 --
almost 7.500.000 -- nearly doubled by 1780.2! But. as Neil McKendrick has pointed out. "the prospect
of profit attracts the feckless, the inadequate, the over-confiden: and the unlucky. just as it attracts the
bold. the gifted and the fortunate.”>? During this period. when there was a generally high rate of
bankruptcy. print entrepreneurs were as vulnerable as anyone else. "The tradesmen and printers who set
up and ran local papers had the same preoccupations and anxieties as their readers. They were middlemen
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and retailers themselves. not merely purveying news but also selling stationery. pamphlets and patent
medicines (o their readers. Like every other eighteenth-century tradesman. they extended credit to their
customers...Printers had more than their share of tradesmen’s misfortunes. many of them going bankrupt
or spending time in debtor's prison.">

The years between the lapsing of the Licensing Act and the middle of the eighteenth century were
essentially lawless in terms of capitalist enterprise. There were no fixed rules or even general guidelines
for the print entrepreneur. no known or secure readership. and little knowledge or conceptualizing of
market forces or marketing strategies.>* The early years of the commercial print establishment were
carried out on a level playing field such as is unimaginable today. a field made possible by the absence of
historical precedent and by the stability of print technology.>> The laws of supply and demand and of
survival of the fittest, laws that were as yet unarticulated. prevailed. But if these early years of the press
were "dog-eat-dog” in the event. they were also formative in the result. contributing in a major way to
what was rapidly becoming a free-market economy in Britain.26

As the print trade became more established as a commercial endeavour, the efficiency of its
systems of production and distribution improved -- and became more predictable and dependable-- as a
result. Increasingly. these systems were most attractive and responsive to individuals or groups with the
largest amounts of investment capital. By 1725, standard sizes and formats were for the most part
established.?” By the end of the century, the British press was an accepted fact of life. A free press had
come to be recognized by all as a national necessity. required by a two-party system and envied by
Europeans.®® It made an important contribution to British nationalism in its commitment to reporting and
recording the details of British trading, investment. and speculation.2 On the eve of the Industrial
Revolution. the commercial press was in an optimum position to profit from advertising the enormous
proliferation of consumer goods. a situation that drastically influenced relations between magazines and
their readers. Alert to the profit-making potential of emergent industrialism . successful writers. editors.
and publishers of magazines continued to be astute in their assessments of what was "in the air." With
time. the tone of periodicals mellowed: the coarseness and bawdiness (as well as much of the intellectual

edge and the spirit of enquiry) apparent in some early publications disappeared from "respectable”



literature.’Y At the end of the eighteenth century. British culture had changed dramatically. and the nature
and function of magazines changed with it.

Neil McKendrick has remarked that studies of the period have been generally slow to see the
eighteenth century in terms of entrepreneurial enterprise.’! Indeed. the role of entrepreneurship has been
under-examined in literature-based assessments of eighteenth-century print culture. While studies of the
British print establishment have. since 1950. increasingly focused on abstract economic. political. and
social considerations in contrast to the earlier emphasis on biographical or literary matters or on
demographic concerns such as circulation. distribution. and copyright. it is still rare for a scholar to state
outright that early print entrepreneurs were "in it for the money."2 And yet. how could it be otherwise?
By the end of the seventeenth century. with the exception of the lowest classes. the always-existing
dilemma of how to make a living was complicated by the aspiration toward an improved standard of
living. The republicanism of the seventeenth century had nurtured a spirit of individualism along with its
challenge to aristocratic privilege and hegemony. individualism that issued pragmatically in the impulse
toward upward mobility. The print trade represented an area of economic development that was both old
and new. familiar and full of promise. [t seems likely that for many if not most print entrepreneurs. the
prospect of upward mobility -- social and/or economic -- was-at least as motivating a force as the desire (0
participate in public life.

The development of the press was a significant part of the general modemization of Britain. At the
end of the seventeenth century. Britain "stood at the threshold of changes in every aspect of life such as no
other country. economy, or society had ever experienced before. A comprehensive and definitive
settlement purporting to embody fixed and immutable principles would soon have become obsolete.
whereas a series of pragmatic changes (even though often belated and partial) allowed governmental
institutions and mentalities to adapt as the relentless processes of modemnization transformed Britain."?
The press developed in accordance with just such a "series of pragmatic changes." responding to the
needs. tastes. and interests of the reading public as these were anticipated or demanded. responding to
attempts at government control in inventive and effective ways. and responding and adapting to the
impersonal emerging market through methods that were gradually directed less toward mere survival and

more toward greater profitability. The eighteenth-century magazine was a product of its time. subject both
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to historical conditions outside the control of the print entrepreneurs who were willing to speculate on and
map out the territory. and to the individual ability of those same entrepreneurs to negotiate the unknown

terrain.
Literacy, Readers, and Upward Mobility

A proximate reconstruction of an eighteenth-century readership requires first of all that we
relinquish our notion of the passive reader manipulated by a predatory press. This reader is a product of
mature mass-communications capitalism that has little in common with the conditions under which early
pertodicals were produced. The publishers and editors of newspapers and periodicals were working under
economic conditions that were fundamentally different from those with which we are familiar. and editors
had to be responsive not only to the demands of advertisers. but also to the demands of readers: "To
appreciate the press and the problems of editorial selection in the period it is necessary to dispense with the
idea that closely argued. reasoned discussions of political theory or sophisticated examples of literary
analysis represent the goal that newspapers pursued. or should have done.... The newspapers were not
written for the benefit of political theorists or literary scholars. The editors of the period had an extremely
difficult task to fulfil. without the support that their descendants have enjoyed."* Except in the case of the
explicitly partisan, politically sponsored newspapers and periodicals. the key to any accurate reading of the
situation is the recognition that until the 1770s at the earliest. the editors of periodicals were. almost to a
person. business entrepreneurs who were not in a position to “inflict" their own views upon an
unsuspecting public. unless those views happened to coincide with the public's.35 There was. therefore.
a direct relationship between an editor's ability to read a magazine's potential on the one hand. and
circulation. survival. and profitability on the other.

As Robert Mayo has observed. the readership of eighteenth-century magazines was not monolithic.
and to some extent. it defies analysis.’” Nevertheless. it seems necessary at this juncture to try to make
some generalizations about readers. an endeavour that is hampered. as always. by a dearth of hard
evidence. The most valuable clue to readers lies in the content of the magazines. which will be discussed
in more detail in the following section. But the accurate interpretation of content requires that it be set

within a more general context. as close to that which eighteenth-century readers experienced as is possible
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to reconstruct. Content had a direct relationship to the purpose of reading, which was not in the early years
of the popular press primarily for enjoyment (at least not overt enjoyment) or for the cultivation of
imagination or an aesthetic sense. but to encourage morality and enlarge worldly knowledge.38
Eighteenth-century magazines were very much in step with this purpose. and even when reading later
came to be sanctioned as a means of pleasure and diversion. moral. intellectual. and social enlightenment
continued to be a governing principle of periodical content. The origins of this purpose lay at least in part
in the earlier association of reading with the religious and political agendas of the Reformed tradition. But
even more fundamental is the matter of literacy itself and its origins as a mass phenomenon in the
seventeenth century.

Historians and literary critics are sharply divided over the actual rates of literacy in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. as well as over the relative merits of the methods that might determine such
rates.*” Fortunately, precise statistics and demographics are not required to support the de fucro argument
that by the end of the seventeenth century. literacy was sufficiently high and widespread to sustain a brisk
business in newspapers. chapbooks and fascicles, to enable the steady development of the popular press.
to engender constant debate over the advantages and disadvantages of literacy among the lower classes.
and to provoke the astonishment of foreign ambassadors over the political savvy of the watermen who
rowed them along the Thames. ¥ In this light, precise rates seem less significant than the dramatic effects
of increasing literacy on a growing section of the population of seventeenth-century England. "[The]| high
ratio of publication to audience reveals a population not only reading and writing, in the functional way the
populations of moder developing nations learn to do. but reading and writing with enthusiasm in an
atmosphere of ideas and debate. Many learned to read solely so they could have a first-hand experience
with the holy writ while others learned in order to further their economic ambitions. This was a sociely in
which literacy was connected with the most stimulating agents of human development -- religion and
gain. !

Wiles argues that the rise of literacy in the eighteenth century can be accounted for empirically.+2
lan Watt presents one such empirical argument. concluding that the widespread late-century urban practice
of identifying shops by names rather than signs. "surely implies that it was being increasingly assumed
that written communications would be understood by a large enough proportion even of the denizens of
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Gin Lane to be worth addressing to them."™*? As commerce and trade expanded. the demand for literate
clerks and artisans rose accordingly. Moreover. the reading habit was spreading to the provinces. and the
new availability of affordable print matter. made possible by newly efficient postal services. served as
further motivation to learn to read. In any event. no one disputes the fact that by 1800. while literacy was
far from universal. reading was a fact of life in Britain. and "the expectation that a child. whatever its
gender. parentage. economic aspirations. or social pretensions. would learn to read and write was firmly
set: not all children did yet learn to read. and illiteracy was still a national concern. but reading was a
regular feature of English life."+

The enthusiasm for literacy in the eighteenth century, then. seems to have arisen from diverse
quarters. Both the general desire for news and information and the private. individual pursuit of religion
acted as sumuli, and J. Paul Hunter detects a nationalist agenda embedded in the push for literacy.** The
economic imperative was surely significant. since. although the majority of the working population
remained agricultural throughout the eighteenth century. increasing practices of business and commerce
required higher levels of education than previously. The widespread call for better education of women.
as well as the need for proper diversions to fill leisure hours, encouraged the spread of literacy among girls
and women of different classes. Dissenting academies placed considerable emphasis on practical skills
and scientific studies. preparing children for the world of experience and endeavour rather than the world
of contemplation and retirement promoted by a traditional classical curriculum.* From the seventeenth
century onward. readers "were increasingly concerned to obtain books of practical guidance and
information. With the simultaneous spread of a new economy. which required a degree of knowledge
unnecessary under the old feudal system. and of a humanism which brought vast new areas of worldly
interest to men's attention. books became instruments of utility. Through them. men could leam the things
they needed to know as businessmen and functionaries in civil government and could share in the humane
learning of the Renaissance. Reading was inextricably associated with 'improvement.' with cultivation of
the prudential virtues and the more easily acquired amenities of conduct."+" However. while the spirit of
literacy was ubiquitous. it prompted ongoing concern about the relationship of literacy and reading

practices to issues of class.



Dunng the Tudor period. education for men had been fostered by charities for scholars from no
particular socio-economic background. based on the medieval belief that all men were one society under
God. no matter what their earthly station. In the seventeenth century. Puritan initiatives extended
education downwards to tradesmen and artisans and to women. and the Dissenting Academies. though
typically small and short-lived. continued to be influential throughout the eighteenth century. However.
while the wresting away of education from the upper classes represented a democratization that challenged
existing social hierarchies. the danger that social hierarchies might be done away with altogether came to
be perceived as the more serious threat. Throughout the eighteenth century. the fear that the lower classes
would forget their proper place produced anxiety that was manifested in persistent misgivings about
teaching the poor to read. James Raven has succinctly remarked that "the history of reading [in England]
is not self-evidently a history of the spur to improvement and enlightenment. of progress from lesser to
greater literacy. from ignorance and barbarism to democracy. humanitarianism and virtue. Rather. from
the contradiction between market promotion and market alarm. reading was carefully presented as a
privileged activity. to be guarded by protectors and modulated by codes of conduct. The connection
between reading and democracy underpinned the response. more than the impulse, to reading."*®

It would be cynical to suggest that there were no genuinely positive sentiments conceming the
education of the poor: hundreds of charity schools were set up in London and in the provinces "to educate
the children of the poor in reading. writing. and Christian obedience."* Groups like the Society for
Promoting Knowledge. Methodists, and Evangelicals not only established schools but also made religious
reading matter available at no cost to the working poor.3 Early public support for efforts to educate the
poor can be seen in the response to a proposed newspaper tax in 1701: "'the said newspapers have been
always a whole sheet and a half, and sold for one half-penny to the poorer sort of people. who are
purchasers of it by reason of its cheapness. to divert themselves. and also to allure herewith their young
children. and entice them to reading: and should a duty of three-halfpence be laid upon these
newspapers...it would utterly extinguish and supress [sic| the same'."S! However. if it would be cynical
to suggest that no one really believed in the education of the poor. it would be outright inaccuracy to ignore
the class dimensions of much of the "progressive" reform in this area. Much of the literature about
educating the poor reveals extreme anxiety about the matter: would educated labourers continue to be
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content with their social station? And. more pragmatically. if everyone aspired to upward mobility. who
would perform the cheap labour necessary to the economic boom?32 The charity schools were never
intended to democratize either education or society: they were set up to educate the poor in order that they
would absolutely know their place.>} Notwithstanding that there were undoubtedly many who derived
great benefit from such innovations as charity schools. reform was, like the new forms of benevolism and
paternalism. designed to refashion traditional social hierarchies in the image of the ideals of the new
middle classes. Furthermore. in a society that viewed class distinctions as the basis of social order.
pursuits such as reading were thought to be proper only for the leisure classes. and "this outlook was
strongly reinforced by the economic theory of the day which opposed anything which might keep the
labouring classes away from their tasks.">* In the final analysis. however, even hundreds of charity
schools could not serve the hundreds of thousands of labouring poor. and while undoubtedly some and
perhaps many of the labouring poor could read. as long as what they read did not evoke aspirations
beyond their station. fears of social anarchy were contained at the level of intellectual debate.>>

Ancxiety about the literacy of the lower classes intensified during the years of the French
Revolution. when the labouring poor took on a decidedly more sinister colouring and the dark powers of
the press re-emerged in public consciousness and in debates about the education of the lower classes.™
The propertied classes regarded the ability of the poor to read and write as a powerful and dangerous
threat. notwithstanding that "overwhelmingly it was middle class radicals and the upper ranks of the
working class who seized upon the revolutionary...uses of print."5’ During this period. the Rev. John
Trusler claimed that the press had given rise "to all the evils which the World has experienced...I am bold
to say that the more untaught the labouring part of mankind are. the more humble are they and modest and
the belter servants they make." He was terrified by the proliferation of books "on all subjects and so cheap
as to be within the reach of almost every man."™® There were widespread fears that seditious and atheistic
propaganda was being made available to the labouring classes, and legal measures were taken to suppress

“the inflammaltory alien doctrine of 'natural rights'™ through the arrest. fining. and jailing of radical
booksellers.™ But, as Altick points out. such measures were negative at best and had the effect of

advertising the very matenal they were attempting (o eradicate. "The heart of the crisis lay not in the
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circulation of radical propaganda, which could be, and was, effectively suppressed. but in the existence of
crowds of readers. who after all could be deprived of their literacy by no device short of extermination."®

For most of the eighteenth century, however, the debate about educating the poor to read served as
mere background noise to the uninhibited rise in literacy among the group that stood to benefit most from
the ability to read and the availability of affordable reading matter, that problematic group commonly and
contentiously known as the middle class, or the middling classes.®! J. Paul Hunter has set out a
demographic profile of the late seventeenth-century reader as primarily urban, ambitious, mobile, and
young, and this profile is useful in its inclusion of a wide range of diverse groups with divergent
interests.%2 His formulation excludes the destitute and many, if not most. of the labouring poor, and
though it would not necessarily exclude the landed gentry and the downwardly mobile aristocracy, it
focuses on a number of groups, with a wide range of means. incomes, education, and prospects. These
were the people who stood to gain from literacy and who comprised the butk of eighteenth-century
readers.%3 It was to this large and extremely diverse group that the popular press was directed and to
whose interests and demands editors and publishers had to be attuned. At the lower end of this group
were clerks, servants, skilled labourers, shopkeepers, small farmers, and very possibly their wives.®4
Merchants, artisans, tradesmen, and their wives comprised a second layer, and professionals and clergy
and their wives were among those at the upper end. I am not suggesting that this group was in any way
homogeneous or that those belonging to different levels recognized each other as equals. On the contrary,
within this middle range, territoriality and antagonism were sometimes ferocious, and class lines were
rigorously demarcated and defended. But, as an undifferentiated group, all members had some level of
access to upward social mobility, for which literacy was a prerequisite and for which improvement --
educational, financial, behavioural, and social -- was both a means and an end.65

After 1688, there existed between the indigent and the aristocracy, a large and diverse group of
people who for the first time in English history could have "prospects" beyond those that were associated
with their station at birth. Eighteenth-century catchwords such as "improvement” and "worth" were
particularly well-suited for describing the preoccupations of the upwardly mobile middle classes, not only
in their ability to embody both the material and the moral, but also in their seemingly universal and
limitless capacity to signify individual achievement. Obviously, upward mobility had many starting
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points. and prospects for individuals were rarely completely open-ended. Nevertheless, there was a kind
of democracy about the dynamic itself, which presupposed in this diverse group some common
characteristics. These, while deployed in different ways to different ends, contributed to the social and
economic transformation that took place over the course of the eighteenth century. Much of this
transformation is indivisible from the evolution of the new British Protestantism, which also issued in the
secular morality so ubiquitous in the writing of the eighteenth century. English Protestantism was by
definition and necessity adaptable to a range of discourses. Following the revolutionary settlement, it was
increasingly called upon to underwrite the importance of the individual and of individual effort and
achievernent. In much the same way that important aspects of republican thought remained embedded in
political thinking after 1660, helping to shape the England that was to come, important aspects of Puritan
thought were retained in the religious thinking that followed the Revolution, contributing to that critical
mass of support necessary to the emergence of a new economic order, affecting not only matters of
religion, but of economic, civic, and social life as well.

Rejecting Catholicism and wishing to purify Anglicanism of popish accretions. the groups that
formed the Puritans called for a religion that was more visible in daily life and that relied on a relationship
to God that was unmediated either by a rigidly hierarchical clergy or by a hereditary head of state.% Less
ceremony, greater clarity of language, and increased participation by laymen also characterized the
disparate groups that were subsumed under the heading of Puritan. Certain doctrines, like the Calvinist
doctrine of predestination of the elect, had served the revolutionary effort well. helping to justify the
seizure of power from the Crown in order to place it in the hands of God's chosen. Following the
persecution and the dispersion of the groups that comprised the Puritans during the reign of Charles II, the
doctrine of the elect predictably lost political ground, giving way to the more congenial doctrine of
vocation or calling, in which individuals were called upon to serve God through the conscientious
performance of duties required by one's earthly occupation, and in which the material products of this
performance were seen as signs of God's favour. It was this aspect of Puritan doctrine that was adapted
by the influential splinter group of low-church Anglicans known as the latitude men, who, following the

Revolution, sustained the contribution of Puritanism to mainstream reli gious thought.
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The latitudinarians sought, through methods that included comprehension of the Dissenting sects
and the religious application of the Newtonian laws of mechanical philosophy, "to support a political
world where private interest would enhance the stability of the public weal and Anglican hegemony would
rest secure."®” For them, Newtonianism underwrote their new, more utilitarian, religion: "it allowed them
to imagine that nature was on their side; they could have laws of motion and keep God; spiritual forces
could work in the universe; matter could be controlled and dominated by God and by men. Stability was
possible without constant divine intervention; the spiritual order could be maintained: the church was
necessary and essential; yet at the same time men could pursue their worldly interests."s8 [n theory,
latitudinanian preachers wanted to reform the established church (which had reverted to some disturbing
Laudian habits), to guard against threats from radicals, enthusiasts, and atheists, and to establish a liberal
Protestantism that would advocate peaceful relations between the church and the sects.%? In practice,
however, latitudinarianism sought to bring religion into line with social and economic reality, to justify and
to "Christianize" a capitalism it perceived to be already in place.”® According to Margaret Jacob, "the most
historically significant contribution of the latitudinarians lies in their ability to synthesize the operations of a
market society and the workings of nature in such a way as to render the market society natural. The
latitudinanans grafted the new philosophy onto their social ideology, integrating both into English thought
precisely at a time when modem and capitalistic forms of economic life and social relations were gaining
ascendancy. Their synthesis survived without serious questioning...because it gratified the beneficiaries
of that new order."7!

At the same time, the latitudinarians reinforced Puritan beliefs in a lived rather than a devotional
religion. The latitudinarians "addressed themselves primarily to the public actions of the Christian; they
seldom discussed the nature of inner spirituality or private communications with the creator. Public piety
interested the latitudinarians, particularly as it influenced the decisions taken by the prosperous in their
pursuit of virtue and interest.”2 Private interest for the public good, then, reconciled the moral world and
the material world. While earlier Puritan thought had insisted on the separation of economic activity from
state control, it generally reaffirmed earlier Christian views that individual enterprise, particularly for
personal economic gain, was morally condemnable, and "mainstream Puritan writings before 1640
generally and explicitly expressfed] opposition to social mobility, usury, monopolies, and unrestrained
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profit-seeking."” After 1680, such actions, if carried out within a certain moral framework, were not
merely acceptable to the church; they were sanctioned by it.7

The elimination of the doctrine of predestination of the elect had a two-fold effect; on the one hand,
it made human endeavour a primarily human matter, relegating God to the status of an "approver" who
helped those who helped themselves. On the other hand, it dramatically increased the number of those
who might expect to find favour with God. No longer confined to a predetermined elect. grace, both
spiritual and material, was available to all those who, obeying the laws of God and man, strove hard
enough and long enough. Grace was also made available to a wide, but not limitless, cross-section of the
public by way of the retained Calvinist doctrine of vocation, or calling.”> Not only could the material
rewards of faithful duty to one's calling be used to signify moral and spiritual worth, but the definition of
vocation also spanned a broad spectrum of earthly endeavours. The moral requirements of Christian
enterprise were accommodating: it need only to be useful to one's self or the community, to be harmless to
others. and to be pleasing to God.”6 Such doctrine must have been attractive indeed to those at the lower
end of the spectrum, for it imparted respectability and moral virtue to duty and opened the way to
economic improvement, even as it reinforced relatively subordinate social status for most.

Like Puritan thought before it, latitudinarian thought did not really challenge existing social
hierarchies.”” "Basing social status and economic inequality on the work ethic, the latitudinarians with
their characteristic realism recognized and indeed encouraged social inequality. At times the latitudinarians
Justified it simply by reference to the work ethic, yet more commonly they lapsed into thinking that
inequality was in the natural order of society."™ The poor might be held directly responsible for their
condition if their poverty was the result of laziness.” The labouring poor and those whose poverty could
not be attributable to their own fault "bore witness to God's providence because they provide[d] an
occasion for the practice of charity by the rich."8 The providential order of things still sanctioned
exclusions, not from grace but from material well-being; the deserving in this world were not determined
by God, but by the market-place. The religion of the latitudinarians "was intended to suit the needs of the
prosperous, or to be more precise. the strivings of those who would seek profit and remain virtuous."8!

The reconciliation of morality and materialism was essential to the new Protestantism, and this
reconciliation, too, had its origins in Reformed thought. "The real moral objection is to relaxation in the

15



security of possession, the enjoyment of wealth with the consequence of idleness and temptations of the
flesh, above all of distraction from the pursuit of a righteous life. In fact, it is only because possession
involves this danger of relaxation that it is objectionable at all. For the saints' everlasting rest is in the next
world: on earth man must, to be certain of his state of grace, 'do the works of him who sent him, as long
as itis yet day’. Not leisure and enjoyment, but only activity serves to increase the glory of God,
according to the definite manifestations of His will....Waste of time is thus the first and in principle the
deadliest of sins. The span of human life is infinitely short and precious to make sure of one's own
election. Loss of time through sociability, idle talk, luxury, even more sleep than is necessary for health,
siX to at most eight hours, is worthy of absolute moral condemnation."82 The logical corollary of this
doctrine is that acquisition and possession are not bad if they do not produce the kind of slothful life that
religion condemns.

The religious concept of industry had obvious usefulness in the Reformed attack on Catholicism
and in the critique of aristocratic decadence. But its usefulness as an offensive strategy was ultimately less
significant than its deployment as a justification for individual enterprise. In retrospect, the combination of
the Reformed doctrines of industry, asceticism, and self-discipline, and the doctrines that attributed social
and individual virtue to a life based on these principles seem ideally suited to the economic and social
conditions that subsequently prevailed. There were obstacles to assimilation of such views, however. One
problem was the residual feeling that industry was intended to support the material life of a family, and by
extension the community, and that excess in material goods, as in religion, was sinful. This problem was
addressed through the belief that worldly success and worldly goods were indicative of God's favour,
and, so long as the display of wealth was not ostentatious or the wealth put to the wrong ends, materialism
might not in itself be inconsistent with other Puritan beliefs.& Moreover, if opportunity presented itself
within the context of a calling, not to take advantage of it was an affront to God. The Presbyterian divine
Richard Baxter wrote, "If God show you a way in which you may lawfully get more than in another way
(without wrong to your soul or to any other), if you refuse this, and choose the less gainful way, you
cross one of the ends of your calling, and you refuse to be God's steward, and to accept His gifts and use
them for Him when He requireth it: you may labour to be rich for God, though not for the flesh and
sin.”®™ Furthermore. as cultural definitions of charity as a guard against self-interest gave way to the rule
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of the marketplace, basic needs ceased to be the measure for acquisition, and by 1700. "the role of
necessity as a limit on accumulation...had fallen by the wayside."85
In later latitudinarian thought, the doctrine of vocation was modified to emphasize the achievements
of the prosperous and their contribution to the public good. In the latitudinarian formulation, “men will be
diligent in their calling, indeed they will be impelled by religion to pursue their interests and presumably to
attain them. So probable is the success of the virtuous that their prospenty is an even higher sign of God's
providence than is the order inherent in nature.™5 The justification of industry by virtue goes a long way
to explain the explosion of conduct books in the latter part of the seventeenth century, as well as the
obsessive attention paid to virtuous conduct in the eighteenth. The works of the latitudinarians continued
to be widely read in the first half of the eighteenth century, and in the great religious movements of
Methodism and Evangelical Anglicanism. the justification of industry by virtue was an accepted tenet.87
Both movements retained the Reformed critique of idle pleasures and emphasized the importance of
religion in a daily life that was both social and active.
Yet the alliance of morality and materialism remained an uneasy one, and the secularizing affect of
industry and accumulated wealth on spiritual health troubled writers like John Wesley:
[ fear, wherever riches have increased, the essence of religion has decreased in the same
proportion. Therefore I do not see how it is possible, in the nature of things. for any revival
of true religion to continue long. For religion must necessarily produce both industry and
frugality, and these cannot but produce riches. But as riches increase, so will pride, anger,
and love of the world in all its branches. How then is it possible that Methodism. that is, a
religion of the heant, though it flourishes now as a green bay tree, should continue in this
state? For the Methodists in every place grow diligent and fi rugal; consequently they
increase in goods. Hence they proportionately increase in pride, in anger, in the desire of
the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the pride of life. So. although the form of religion
remains, the spirit is swiftly vanishing away. Is there no way to prevent this -- this
continual decay of pure religion? We ought not to prevent people from being diligent and
frugal: we must exhort all Christians to gain all they can, and to save all they can: that is, in
effect, to grow rich 88
Wesley's apprehensions are confirmed by the critique of religious life Evangelical Anglicanism offered in
the last decades of the eighteenth century. To this group, religion appeared the handmaid of civic and
social life, and not the other way around. Evangelical Anglicans believed that England "was suffering

from moral degeneracy. Events in France were a waming of what was to come if individuals did not

inspire a revolution in the 'manners and morals' of the nation, a transformation which must begin with
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individual salvation."™® Evangelicals like William Wilberforce and Hannah More were engaged in a kind
of damage control, seeking — through the Cheap Repository Tracts distributed to the poor at one end of the
social spectrum and the placement of Evangelical clergy in traditional positions of power within the
established church at the other -- to re-establish meaningful organized religion in British life. Both
Methodism and Evangelical Anglicanism indemnified, rather than questioned, the association of religion
and industry.

By the second half of the eighteenth century, a "specifically bourgeois economic ethic had grown
up. With the consciousness of standing in the fullness of God's grace and being visibly blessed by Him,
the bourgeois businessman, as long as he remained within the bounds of formal correctness, as long as his
moral conduct was spotless and the use to which he put his wealth was not objectionable, could follow his
pecuniary interests as he would and feel that he was fulfilling a duty in doing so. The power of reli gious
asceticism provided him in addition with sober, conscientious, and usually industrious workmen, who
clung to their work as to a life purpose willed by God."® The religious reconciliation of morality and
materialism morally licensed the development of a society that was increasingly preoccupied with
accumulated wealth. Such a reconciliation was not merely convenient, but "a necessary part of the thought
processes of men whose protestant training made secular pursuits possible only if entered into with the
right motive.”! That the same reconciliation continued to be necessary is evident in the content of all
eighteenth-century texts --from conduct books, to poetry, to novels, to periodicals - that emphasized
proper moral conduct. While it is possible to consider the economic development of the period without
reference to morality, such an approach ignores the extreme self-consciousness with which individuals and
groups adapted themselves to changing economic conditions. Had proper moral conduct not been an
intense and genuine preoccupation of eighteenth-century English society, what self-image would have
accrued to the emergent economic man? to the emergent economic nation? If formal reli gion were
diminishing in importance as a structuring principle of individual and national existence, the need for a
moral centre was not. The market-place was an irresistible force, but so was the need for salvation in a
society that was still deeply Christian by force of habit, not yet caught up enough in the life of this world

to be able to ignore the existence of the next.92
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Pragmatically, the Protestant understanding of labour as a social duty — to one's family and one's
country -- underwrote both in its acknowledgment that material needs must be satisfied and that familial
and civic obligations must be met through work. In the changing economy, material needs quickly became
consumer demands, and to rationalize this leap, it was necessary to bring to the fore and to naturalize the
notion of private vice as tending to public gain. For most of the seventeenth century, the notion of
necessity was closely tied to individual economic endeavour, and the possibility that people at all levels of
society might develop new wants and acquire the means of attaining them was for the most part
unthinkable.”? The idea of an acquisitive population whose desires tended to the national good made its
appearance in the 1690s, but the notion was not widely accepted or condoned.%* Reluctance to accept this
new self-image was related both to residual religious associations of labour as the means to provide the
necessaries of life and to anxieties about the leveling effects a consumer society might have on existing
social hierarchies. "The unleashing of the acquisitive instincts of all classes still [in the first part of the
eighteenth century| posed too great a threat: ‘the idea of self-improvement through spending implied
genuine social mobility. The assertion that "the meaner sort” could and should emulate their betters
suggested that class distinctions were based on little more than purchasing power. The moral implications
of growth through popular spending were even more suspect. Unlike the work ethic which called upon
powerful longings for self-discipline and purposeful activity, the ethic of consumption...offered nothing
more than a calculating hedonism'."%5 Nevertheless, the consumer society was well on its way to
becoming a reality. "As the expansion of [market] activity generated wants and wealth whose existence
had not been known before, proponents of the monied interest leamed not just to accept but to acclaim the
‘imaginary’ foundation of the market in human appetite. The elasticity of demand began to appear
unlimited and absolute: value was nothing more than the imaginative power of individual producers and
consumers."%

Early in the eighteenth century, Bernard Mandeville claimed that personal acquisitiveness and love
of luxury. not subsistence, were central to a healthy society. According to Mandeville, the creation of
“unreal" wants generated the need for specialized tradesmen to fulfil them, and these more specialized
tradesmen were in turn rendered more dependent on the labour of others. The result was a thriving
economy and a healthy nation. Therefore, it was in the interest of governments to promote not the
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sacrifice of citizens but the self-indulgence of individuals. for "to encourage self-interest is at once to foster
the growth of the aggregate wealth of the nation, and to enable the creation of a nation so complex and
interdependent that it must develop an indissoluble economic, and therefore also political, unity."7
Mandeville's political theory (or perhaps his bluntness) was not very popular in 1714, as upwardly mobile
consumers clung to the idea that self-interest was only acceptable insofar as it resulted in benefits to others.
More congenial to the self-image of this group than the idea of themselves as grasping, acquisitive
predators was the notion that they were caught in the teeth of a dilemma, in whose maw there was at least
some semblance of moral safety. J.H. Plumb has remarked on the acuity of Addison and Steele in
identifying the appeal of this situation that paradoxically insists on upward mobility and yet refuses to
relinquish either class distinctions or the moral high road: "Addison and Steele discovered the new and
growing middle-class audience, an audience which longed to be modish. to be aware of the fashion yet
wary of its excess, to participate in the world of the great yet be free from its anxieties, to feel smug and
superior to provincial rusticity and old world manners, above all to be deeply respectful of the world of
commerce."%®

The efforts of Addison and Steele and other eighteenth-century periodical writers and editors
presupposed in their readerships a certain amount of leisure and affluence. which was, of course, relative.
However, just as there was nothing relative about anxiety over the linking of social status to consumption,
there was nothing ambiguous about anxiety over the possible democratization of leisure. The Puritan
critique of idleness, of both the decadent aristocracy and the indolent poor, was reflected in emergent
notions of middle-class charity and in the didactic writing of the period.?? But leisure is not idleness, and
the critique of leisure had more to do with who was entitled to have it than with a moral valuation of its
ability to signify upward mobility. Leisure, according to Thorstein Veblen. "does not connote indolence
or quiescence. What it connotes is non-productive consumption of time. Time is consumed non-
productively (1) from a sense of the unworthiness of productive work, and (2) as an evidence of pecuniary
ability to afford a life of idleness."!%° Here was a conundrum, for. from a moral perspective, these
qualities were neither honourable nor admirable. Yet the appeal of leisure as a signifier of upward mobility

was, and continued to be, irresistible. and for much of the eighteenth century, ambivalence about leisure
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revolved around the definition of the new gentleman. Richard Steele formulated one influential definition

in an early number of the Turler:
Itis generally thought, That Warmth of Imagination. quick Relish of Pleasure. and a Manner
becoming it. are the most essential Qualities for forming this Sort of Man. But any one that
is much in Company will observe. That the Height of good Breeding is shown rather in
never giving Offense. than in doing obliging Things. Thus. he that never shocks you. tho'
he is seldom entertaining, is more likely to keep your Favour, than he who often entertains.
and sometimes displeases you. The most necessary Talent therefore in a Man of
Conversation...is a good Judgment.!01

While seemingly democratic in its insistence on qualities that are non-material in nature and in its failure to
name wealth as a necessary prerequisite. Steele's definition describes a life made possible by leisure -- to
study. to reflect. to be endlessly good-humoured -- rather than a life characterized by commerce or
industry in a competitive world.!92 But Steele's readership was in large measure the coffee-house
men.!%%  Few of these were wholly free from the constraints of some sort of money-earning occupation.
but all had enough free time and enough money to frequent the coffee-houses. His definition. then. must
be read as an ideal. to which very few eighteenth-century Englishmen could realistically aspire. What
Steele offered was what his readers wanted -- an image of themselves as men of means who were on the
way up. and as members of a new leisure class such as that popularized in the novels and magazines of the
period. The advantage of such an illusion is that it allowed upwardly mobile men across a broad economic
spectrum to have a foot in both worlds. not only to be engaged in the profitable public world of commerce
and trade. but also to have limited access to a major symbolic signifier of material wealth. If during the
first half of the eighteenth century. goods came to have an imaginary value. so did the people who bought

them.

office of the leisure class in social evolution is to retard the movement and to conserve what is
obsolescent."!™ While Veblen's model describes the nineteenth century. it is also characteristic of the
upwardly mobile middle classes in the eighteenth century. A conservative undercurrent marked even the
most progressive social initiatives, an undercurrent that was expressed in the determined retention of social
hierarchies.!? The embrace of leisure as a widely available signifier of upward mobility was only an
embrace if one were on the social ladder looking up. For those lower down on the ladder. leisure was a
dangerous vice. next-door neighbour to idleness. However. there was a common denominator between
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those for whom the ability to read represented the ability to transcend subsistence living and those for
whom it signified the status of the leisure class. and that common denominator was upward mobility itself.

While sociological frameworks such as Veblen's contribute to our understanding of the cultural
contexts in which eighteenth-century magazines operated. there are methodological difficulties in too
narrow a focus. Jeremy Black. for instance, has remarked on the limited concern of eighteenth-century
magazines for the situation of poor women. despite considerable coverage of matters concerning women
and the obvious courtship of female readers.!% His statement reveals the same kind of literalness that is
usually applied to Steele's definition of the gentleman. Eighteenth-century women's magazines. like
those directed at men or at mixed readerships. were not vehicles of social reform or gender construction:
they were the means by which a large, growing. and diverse reading public that sought to improve itself
could do so. whether they had ready money and considerable leisure. or a limited amount of either. If
upward mobility were a way of life for the consuming public. it was a state of mind for the reading public.
Like the coffee-houses. the periodicals presented a large number of people with a way to see themselves
differently. even if in actual fact they remained basically the same.

[t is true that we cannot know precisely who and how many read eighteenth-century periodicals.
We can know that they existed in sufficient numbers to allow for the gradual development of a periodical
press that has survived to the present day. We can also know that those who read magazines (as opposed
to or in addition to other forms of popular reading. such as novels or newspapers) were interested in what
they contained. And this matter of content could only be determined by the interest of readers themselves.
It is foolish to suggest that readers in a consumer culture that was still in its infancy would seek in popular
literature opinions, ideas. or advice that were antithetical to their own notions of the ways of the world (or
the ways they wanted it to be) or that the editors of such publications could afford to deviate from these
notions.  Until the last decades of the eighteenth century. when the beginnings of the Industrial
Revolution began to make consumer goods more available and the makers of those goods wielded enough
power to co-opt periodical content, it was the readers of magazines who determined what those magazines

would say.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER ONE

I' Later. Charles II's licenser. Roger L'Estrange. was more precise in the reasons for his own
alarm: he believed that reading the papers "'makes the multitude too familiar with the actions and
counsel of their superiors. too pragmatical and censorious, and gives them not only a wish but a
kind of colourable right and licence to the meddling with the government'™" (Peter Burke. Popular
Culture in Early Modern Europe |London: Temple Smith. 1978]. p. 270). The inherent ability

of the press to serve more than one master continued to render it potentially destabilizing.
challenging. and even subversive. even after the widespread acceptance of the press made it a
permanent. recognizable feature of British political and social life (Richmond P. Bond. pp.8-9).
See also G.C. Gibbs. "Press and Public Opinion." in J.R. Jones (ed.) Liberty Secured? (Stanford:
Stanford University Press. 1992). p. 264: Michael Harris. London Newspapers in the Age of
Walpole (Rutherford. New Jersey: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press. 1987). p. 196.
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Greenwood Press. 1962). p. I.
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Connecticut: Greenwood Press. 1962). p. 2.

6 Schwoerer. p- 201.

7 Schwoerer. p. 206

8 In addition to producing a number of publications -- a favourable history of his family in
Holland. an advance draft manifesto justifying his intended invasion of England. and broadsides
addressed to the English army and fleet -- William took a printing press with him as parn of his
invasion equipment (Schwoerer, pp. 222 - 223).

9 Some authors stress the degree to which an illegal press was already flourishing in the years
following the Restoration. which may suggest that poor prospects for the enforcement of any new
law were also a prohibitive factor in formulating new legislation. Lois Schwoerer claims that. in
the years following the implementation of the Licensing Act. members of the book trade "were
intransigent in their determination to produce and market unlicensed material. The number of
printers in London who had set up their presses in defiance of the law was four in 1668 and ten in
1675. according to contemporary records. and there may have been. of course. more than that.
They practiced all manner of subterfuge. hiding their presses in secret places -- behind a bed. 'run
up on wheels." in an attic to which the entrance was through a trap door. 'in a shed in a garden.
through an alley 'twixt Long Lane and Charterhouse Lane." They used false names and code
language in their correspondence. Books were surreptitiously imported and circulated in 'Dry-
Fatts. Bales. Packs. Maunds. or other Fardells™ (p. 212). According to Simon Varey. "[t|he
lapse of the Licensing Act only confirmed what was already the case: that newspapers were outside
the reach of the act's ineffective provisions. and so for Parliament to renew the legislation would
have been futile. at best a merely sentimental gesture of control” ("The Growth of Capitalism and
the Rise of the Press in the Age of Walpole” in Gordon J. Schochet (ed.) Politics, Politeness, and
Putriorism [Washington, D.C.: The Folger Institute, 1993 },p. 247). Jeremy Black has added that
another impediment to agreement was presented by William's wish that his ministries be composed
of representatives of both parties (The English Press in the Eighteenth C entury |[Philadelphia:
University of Philadelphia Press. 1987]. pp. 8-9).
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10 A.S. Collins. Authorship in the Days of Johnson (Clifton. New Jersey: Augustus M. Kelley.
1973). p. 7.

Il Harris. p- 19.

I2 These included John Dunton's Athenian Mercury (1691) and Ladies' Mercury (1693). Peter
Motteux's Gentleman's Journal (1692). John Tipper's Ladies' Almanac (1704). Steele's Tatler
(1709 - 1711). Defoe's Review (1704 - 1713). and Thomas Baker's Female Tatler (1710-11).

I3 Harris. p. I51.

l‘_‘ Hams. pp. 153.

IS5 "The law of seditious libel did not regard truth as a defense: it was concered with injurious
facts. true or false. not with the imputation of false facts. Moreover. it was for the judge to decide
whether the act was done with criminal intent. and whether the writing was seditious. The role of
the jury was to determine the fact of publication. and whether the expressions. or innuendoes. or
literary and historical allusions. in which contemporary pamphlet literature cntical of government
abounded. referred to the persons or institutions in question. The theory ran that an independent
and impartial judiciary, such as had been established as a consequence of the Revolution. could be
trusted to determine all questions of law" (Gibbs. p. 246).

I6  Gibbs has aptly described this use of the libel laws as "legal terrorism" of the publishing and
print trades. However, prosecutions for seditious libel did not always produce the desired effect.
even when they were successful. Huge crowds, including gentlemen and noblemen. attended the
trial of the Crafisman in 1730. and following the paper's conviction. its circulation increased:
thereafter. being prosecuted for seditious libel was sometimes considered to be good for business
(p. 248).

I'7 Harris, Pp. 23-25. Another form of tax evasion involved misrepresenting the content of a
publication. such as was practiced by the publisher William Raynor. who conveyed current events
in a weekly entitled the Ladv's Curiosirv, or Weekly Apollo (1738). which appeared "covered with
a Wrapper" (Harris. pp. 94-95).

I8 Partnerships that could ameliorate and redistribute the costs of getting broadsides, papers, and
books into the hands of the public existed from the very beginnings of the trade. Congers. first
established in the 1680s. differed from earlier partnerships in the more permanent. less ad hoc.
nature of the associations whose purpose was originally to protect the copyrights of individual
members through control of most of the wholesale print trade. In addition. the conger system
promoted the agreement to standardize and maintain the retail costs of publications. a practice that
for the most part continued until the 1780s, when James Lackington drastically reduced his profit
margin on new books and relied instead on an increased volume of sales to make up or exceed the
difference. In general. the conger system proved so satisfactory to its members that it dominated
the book trade for the first half of the eighteenth century. The term "bookseller" itself requires
some clarification. being a catch-all term for publishers or partners in publishing establishments. as
well as for those who retailed printed material. In addition. anyone who involved in the trade
might be known as a "stationer” (Gaskell. p. 180 - 81). Early efforts to protect the trade and its
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independent printers were "squeezed out" of newspaper production (Harris. p. 98).

19 Editors had to consider factors such as "reputation of editors and staff writers, the undercutting
of the price of rival magazines. the adoption of a format designed to please readers. the use of
illustrations. the inclusion of installment features of high quality or wide appeal. printing earlier
and distributing more widely than the competition. encouraging submissions from correspondents
and offering prizes. touching upon topical scandals in public and private lives. and an expedient
expropriation of the best matenal published elsewhere" (E.W. Pitcher. "Problems with Eighteenth-
Century Periodicals” Pupers of the Bibliographical Sociery of America 80 | 1986].pp. 233-34).
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20 Economic forces were not the only reasons some publications succeeded and others failed. As
E. W. Pitcher has pointed out. a run of 4 or more years was considered to be long. and in the
period 1780 - 1800, there were 12 short-lived efforts for every long-run one. Pitcher claims that
by mid-century. some publishers intentionally discontinued publication because "marketing a series
of short-run magazines was a profitable way to appeal to their readers’ need for novelty” (p. 233).
In addition to a magazine's failure to achieve sufficient circulation. Jeremy Black identifies
personal and local reasons for failure: the death or retirement of a printer. internal feuds, dirty-
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(pp- 257-58).

The technology of print remained basically unchanged from the invention of the printing press
in the fifteenth century to the application of steam power to various print processes in the
nineteenth. Not having to invest in continual "upgrading” was an obvious financial advantage to a
printer/publisher. As Richmond Bond has observed. "The peniodic press grew because the amount
of printing activity grew with and for it. not because the procedures of operation improved in the
printshop” (p. 13).

26 "By 1750 the London newspapers formed part of a spectrum of periodical output competing
for readers within a national market and opening up new social and geographical areas that could
offer mutual commercial benefits" (Harris. p. 189).

27 Black. p. 278.

28 The term "free press” as applied to the early 18th century must be qualified: "Most agreed that
liberty of the press was not an unregulated liberty but something called an ordered. regulated. legal
liberty. a liberty within and under the law. interpreted by an independent judiciary and brought to
its conclusion with the aid of a jury” (Gibbs. p- 242).

29 Gibbs. p. 260.

30 In the last decade of the century, for example. women's magazines largely ceased to address
themselves to mixed readerships and were increasingly concerned with matters coming to be
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31 "If there is. then. some evidence of the tide beginning to tumn in favour of a willingness to
accept the extension of the market in the eighteenth century. there is still too little appreciation of
the richness of the commercial response. the fertility and ingenuity of entrepreneurial ideas. the
extent to which society accepted consumer attitudes” (McKendrick. p-31.
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proprictors concerned themselves with money and profit before the expression of ideology" (p.
247).

33 JR. Jones (ed.). Liberty Secured? Britain Before and After 1688 (Stanford: Stanford
University Press. 1992). p. 9.

34 Black. p. 47.

35 Among women'’s magazines. the most notable exception to this statement is Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu's The Nonsense of Common-Sense (1737-38). which sold for the cost of
printing. When asked by her printer how she expected to make money from it if she only charged
twopence. she replied that she did not expect to make money from it. "Upon which he turned from
[her| with the Air of compassionate Contempt. with which good-natured People look upon those
they suppose Non compos mentis” (v, 1738). Nevertheless, the caption repeated in each issue
was "To be continued as long as the Author thinks fit. and the Public likes it." Thus. while
Montagu disowns any profit-making motives. she links. at least rhetorically. the life of her paper to
the wishes of the reading public.

36 "It is not that publishers and writers have always provided the right answers to readers’
questions and satisfied their desires. but they have been very good...at sensing areas of interest
and concem...in the record of patterns of publication are reliable indicators of issues and concerns
on the minds of readers at specific cultural moments" (J. Paul Hunter. Before Novels [New
York: W.W. Norton, 1990], p. 61 - 62).

37 Robert Mayo, The English Novel in the Magazines [740) - [8]5 (Evanston. Illinois:
Northwestern University Press. 1962), p. 3. Mayo argues that. while the number of actual
magazine readers in the eighteenth century is "highly speculative." it "must have included nearly
everyone who could read” (p. 2). | would concur with this only if a distinction is made between
regular and occasional readers. While it must have been difficult to avoid the presence of
magazines. given their popularity. it cannot really be claimed that everyone who encountered them
became an avid reader.

38 Richard D. Altick. The English Common Reader: A Social History of the Mass Reading
Public 1800-1900). (Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1957). pp. 43-44.

39 For example. Cranfield asserts that although no precise information is available on literacy in
the seventeenth century. "it is certain that the level of illiteracy was extremely high" (Cranfield.

p- <). By contrast, Margaret Spufford argues that the world of the yeoman in the seventeenth
century was literate and that reading was an accepted skill (Margaret Spufford. "First steps in
titeracy" Sociul History 4[1979], pp. 430-31). Assessments of early modern history are also
hampered by the inconclusiveness inherent in some methodologies. For example. it is fairly
common practice to use the ability to sign -- the marriage register of the Church of England after
1754. or court depositions, or wills - as evidence of literacy. While such studies are interesting,
they do not take into account the likelihood that many who could not sign their names were in fact
able to read. or that some people who could neither read nor write might find it useful to learn to
sign their names. In light of the fundamental impossibility of this approach. de facto arguments
appear to be not only more persuasive. but likely more accurate.

40 Schwoerer. pp. 210-211.

41 Robert Pattison. On Literacy: The Politics of the Word from Homer to the Age of Rock (New
York and Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1982). p. 140. Pattison notes that: "At the end of the
seventeenth century. a London bookseller collected 23.000 books and pamphlets published
between 1641 and 1662. the period of revolution. If the population of England at this time was
around five and a half million, and if the rate of readers and writers was about 35 percent of the
male population. then at least for these twenty years one books was published for every forty-two
readers."

42 R.M. Wiles. "Middle-Class Literacy in Eighteenth-Century England: Fresh Evidence." in R.F.
Brissenden (ed.) Studies in the Eighteenth Centurv. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press.
1968. pp. 49-65.

26



43 lan Watt. The Rise of the Novel (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.
1967). p. 38.

4 Hunter. Before Novels, p. 65.

45 "The argument is a subtle one and usually lies just beneath the surface of the rhetoric. but one
can hear. in the chorus of exhortations to read, a growing spirit of national pride and a sense of
competition with other nations and with more backward domestic traditions. Intensifying
arguments for literacy coincide more than incidentally with the growing imperialist aggressiveness
about trade and with the developing consciousness of the need to develop a nationalistic literary
tradition" (Before Novels, p. 84).

46 Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall. Family Fortunes (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press. 1987). p. 235.

47 Altick. p. 26.

48 James Raven, "From promotion to proscription: arrangements for reading and eighteenth-
century libraries.” in James Raven et al (eds.) The Practice and Representation of Reading in
England. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1996). p. 181.

“_‘9 Cranfield. p. 9.

30 Patricia Anderson, The Printed Image and the Transformation of Popular Culture : | 790)- [ 86()
(Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1991). pp. 30-34.

51 Quoted in Cranfield. p- 189. That such sentiments ignored the practical disincentives for the
labouring classes to learn to read seems to have been beside the point. Watt names lack of
incentive, of disposable income to buy reading matter. of time, of privacy. and of light as examples
of such disincentives (pp. 39 - 47).

52 Altick, p- 31. English ambivalence about educating the poor can also be contextualized within
general European anxiety over the issue. Peter Burke has remarked that in Europe. the general rise
in popular literacy between 1650 and 1800 made many "secular-minded reformers" uneasy: "They
distrusted much of traditional oral culture...but they also feared that education might make the poor
discontented with their station in life and thought that the majority of children should not be taught
to read and write at all: others...thought they should learn only basic reading, writing, and
arithmetic skills" (p. 252).

53 Altick. p. 32.

D‘f Watt. p. 46.

2> David Vincent argues that in pre-industrial socicty, “there may well have been as many
labourers as tradesmen and shopkeepers who were capable of entertaining and instructing
themselves through the medium of the printed word" (Literacy and Popular Culture: England 1750
- 1974 [Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989], p. 12).

56 Again. responses to this matter were not uniformly negative. For example. the educator Sarah
Trimmer, wrote that in light of the events in France. "no less than the safety of the nation probably
depends upon the education of those children who are now growing up to maturity" (Quoted in
Vincent. p. 6).

57 Harvey Graff, The Lubyrinths of Literacy: Reflections on Literacy Pust und Present
(Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press. 1995). pp. 49-50.

58 Quoted in Raven, pp. 192-93. April London, remarking on Trusler's finely tuned ability to
gauge market demand. has noted the dramatic shift from a favourable attitude toward female
agency and enterprise in his fiction of the 1780s. to his more misogynistic representation of
women in the fiction of the 1790s (Women and Property in the Eighteenth-C entury English Novel
[Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1999, pp. 128 - 35). Trusler's extreme conservatism
with regard to both women and the lower classes in the 1790s may indicate his own sentiments. or
may reflect his continuing ability to measure his public in ways most profitable to himself.

59 Altick p. 72.

60 Altick. pp. 72-73.

27



61 No class existed in the eighteenth century that was comparable to what we term the middle
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gentus, unless it be genius to have caught the better spirit of the time and to have given it
expression. It was his part to exhibit the duties of religion as a reasonable service, to set forth the
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harmony of natural and revealed religion. to show that piety is a branch of wise living. making. as
it does, for happiness and peace both in this life and the life that is to come, to exemplify in his
own person the temper of moderation and good sense" (Dowden. pp. 334-35). More
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CHAPTER TWO

The Periodical Press

..we should not presume without evidence that women (or men) uundlcsl\
“absorb a particular didacuc lesson like so many picces of blotting paper.

Amanda Vicken
"Golden Age o Separate Spheres?”

Over time. the popular press experienced a generic differentiation. with distinct forms. content.
and readerships.! During the years of the Civil War and the Interregnum. the newspaper seems o have
evolved in response to readers’ desire to be kept current about political events and affairs. The
appearance of the periodical is more difficuit to account for. since it had nothing of the obvious logic of
the appearance of the newspaper. and since nothing quite like it existed previously. One might look to
earlier print matter such as broadsides. chapbooks. newsheets. and pamphlets to find relationships
betsween these fonns and periodicals. but such relationships are at best oblique and indirect. and earlier
seventeenth-century publications cannot. finaily. adequately explain the appearance of the periodical in
the 1690s. Neither can the periodical (or its later cousin. the magazine) be seen as the natural outgrowth
of the newspaper. although they had much in common.? Pragmatically. the emergence of periodicals
might be attributed to the intense competition among newspapers. which may have caused some
publishers to explore new and original areas of interest. Like newspapers. pertodicals were a response
to and product of a new social order still in the process of formation. and they shared with new spapers
the same conditions of development described in the previous chapter.® Tike newspapers. periodicals
satistied the widespread desire for information. novelty and news. presented h ways that had the
appearance of truth. whether true or not. \nd like newspapers. periodicals appealed to tastes that varied
between high and low. Yet. from their beginning in the 1690s. periodicals ditfered from newspapers. in
appealing to more eclectic interests. in assuming a more diverse and more sophisticated range of tones

and genressand i considering a wider spectrum ot British social and culturl life, !



Newspapers tended to concentrate on matters of immediate interest and to convey them in a more
abbreviated. less retlective manner. privileging currency and direcmess as best suited to frequent
publication and distribution. Newspapers were intimately concerned with the public world of politics
and trade. Periodicals and magazines. by contrast. focused on the evervday experience and the interests
of their middle-class readers. "Given to trade. diligence. thrift. moral rectitude. Godliness. sentiment.
humanitarianism. curiosity. the glorious principles of the Revolution. social and cultural ambitions. and
a beliet in the useful and material. the citizen of the middle class had the ability first to buy and then to
read the papers which informed him o what he wished or needed 1o know and the journals which could
promote his several aspirations. The lower class had insufficient resources. financial and literate. to
sustain a large periodical press. and the upper class was too small. The middle class found a journalism
to serve its interest whether physical or mental or emotional or spiritual {and] this strong group incvitably
strengthened the development of the press. which in turn gave the benefits of public expression.” The
popular press developed because print entrepreneurs such as John Dunton. Richard Steele. and Eliza
Haywood saw that there was money to be made from the espression of the specific interests of the
upwardly mobile. The periodical. and later the magazine. catered to and nurtured new public desires
and expectations: to be current and to be informed. to participate in the larger debates that preoccupied
the nation. and to "move up” in the material world. through self-improvements brought about in part by
reading. The products of the popular press were a sign of the times in the most literal way:
simultaneously. as public mouthpiece. they promoted new British ideals: as repository. they acted as a
barometer of their success: and as enterprise. they served as an embodiment of the ideals they promoted.

Arguably. the interrelated problems of readership and competition posed the greatest ditficulty
tor the infant magazine indusuy.  Early periodicals like 77 7iier and The spectator relied less on
advertising than did newspapers. increasing the importance of circulation and sales revenue. which in
tum increased the need to acquire a substantial and faithful readership.  The writer and editor of a
periodical was often the same person. especially in the early vears of the industry. so it was frequentiy
mcumbent upon a single individual to determine where the potential market fay . to anticipate the demands
of that market. and to satisty it in print. One need onlds think of Eliza Havwood and her successive
attempts at pertodical publication to apprehend the probable range of difficulties associated w ith the
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endeavour.” Periodicals and magazines were substantially produced by a printer whose name always
appeared on the ttle page of the magazine.  Theretore. a primany financial risk was necessitated. cither
by the writer editor or by an individual or collective financial backer. Of these financial arrangements.
almost nothing is known.” The vast majority of "papers” disappeared. usually without a trace. after only
a number or two. and most probably disappeared because of either money problems or editorial misstep.
However. assuming that periodicals and magazines surviving for more than a few numbers w ere the
most successful and the most widely read. we can estrapolate from them what “worked” at a time when
both readers and the products of the popular press were themselves imprecisely defined. In a frercely
competitive market. new modes of distribution and circulation ensured that each publication was read by
the maximum number of readers. Editors courted readers through strategies that ranged from the
adoption of fictitious cditorial points of view to eardy exercises in creative marketing. \ll-important
content was comprised of a broad spectrum of subject matter. deployed in a range of generic forms.

The accessibility of popular print media was a key factor in its development and success. In the
carly: days of newspapers. periodicals. and magazines. consumers were not necessanly subscribers.
purchasers. or even readers.8 This broad exposure rapidly habituated the British public to the notion of
discourse as test. effectively enacting the transition from a primarily oral culture to a written one. though
not unproblematically.® For the literate. however. there were basically four w ayvs to experience the
products of the popular press: through purchase from a bookseller or through subscription (or being in
the employ of someone who obtained reading matter in this wav): through the coffee house: through
circulating libraries: and through the dynamics of social intercourse. This wide variety of means. which
were themselves frequendy related to commercial enterprise. meant that individual copies 1y prealiy had
more than one reader. at once stimulating demand and competition. But the varety of ways in which
penodicals. magazines. and new spapers were disseminated tended 10 neutralize or at least obscure class
distinctions within the reading public. a tendency that was positive in a commercial sense. but
problematic in its implicit threat 1o the hierarchical structure of society.

Atthe end of the seventeenth century and in the first half of the eighteenth. books were expensive
commodities. but much cheaper newspapers. perodicals. and magazines made reading available to a
wider public in London and beyond. ™ Norcover. by 1700, “there were newsrooms w here new spapers
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could be read tor a fee or borrow ed for an hour by depositing the full price.”!'! Of course. the
atfordability of popular print media had only a limited relationship to the numbers of people who read
them. The numbers and identities of those who read periodicals and magazines at the coffee house or
within a single household can never be known precisely. and the same inexactitude characterizes the
nature and extent of borrowing practices between households. But we can be fairly certain that the
number who read periodicals and magazines significantly exceeded the number who purchased them.
From the beginning of the popular press. the free availability of print matter. through both private
and public social channels. was of primary impontance. First among the public channels were the
coffee-houses. which kept copies of newspapers. and later. periodicals. for their customers to read. The
artractions of the coffee-houses were clear: they “offered material comforts at a time w hen...housing
conditions were generally poor: they provided pleasant surrounding in which gentlemen could meet to
transact business and exchange news and gossip: but one of their greatest attractions was undoubtedly
the fact that they supplied newspapers.”!* The very conditions that made coffee-houses so influential in
the rise of the popular press. however. gave cause for concem in other quarters. Restrictions on the
press in the 1oo0s were directed in part at the "coffee-house men'. thus noticing that the new coffee
houses in London played a role in exciting interest in public affairs and in dispersing allegedly seditious
matter.” In 1676, Charles II closed the coffee houses but his proclamation was withdrawn after ten days
because “people were simply not going to obey it. Coffee houses were allowed to reopen. but the
Keepers had 10 take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy and to promised to ban all ‘'scandalous Papers.
Books. or Libells’ critical of the government and its people. This stratagem did not work cither."!*
Fater. Walpole's attempis 1o regulate the press by restricting distribution included a plan 10 w ithhold
the ficenses of [coffee] houses displaying papers under prosecution” for libel. but these plans were not
tollowed up.t! Such paranoia on the part of the government was not unfounded. There w ere 2000
coftee houses in Tondon in the reign of Queen .\nne. and these were notable for their ability "to bridge a
variety ot social levels of discourse (with at least as much influence from below as above) and to blur the
distinction betw een oral and written discourse."tS Furthernmore. coffee houses and the papers they
encouraged their patrons to peruse offered not only affordable pleasure. but furthered opportunities for

commerce as well as self-improvement.



Circulating libraries developed from the lending services of booksellers and were first established
i the 17405 In 1760, T.ondon contaned twenty such librardes. and by 1300. there were more than 200
nationwide. ' \lost circulating libraries carried all types of literature. including periodicals and
magazines. and while the difference between a circulating library’s modest subscription or borrowing fee
and the cost of periodical literature was less than the difference between those fees and the cost of
novels. anavid reader who could not afford to purchase books. periodicals. and magazines as individual
items might well be able to afford the membership fees of a circulating library that provided access to a
considerable range and volume of print matter. Predictably. the implications of the downward extension
of such availability augmented the argument against educating the lower classes. C irculating libraries
refocused tensions about reading. provoking “the greatest volume of contemporary’ comment about the
spread of reading to the lower orders.”'”7 James Raven has shown that the libraries themselves served
contradictorily as signifiers of commercial enterprise and bourgeois respectability. The general alarm
over the spread of literacy and reading and the increasing circulation of print matter “required defensive
cmphasis on the exclusiveness and significance of reading. From the outset. circulating libraries claimed
to be both fashionable and selective... This tension between promotion and guardedness. between
commercialization and exclusivity was a recurrent theme in statements. architectural as well as literany.
about the use of books. The central concern was arbitranv or irresponsible reading attributable to the
uneducated and ruder classes. impressionable and ill-informed. '8

The availability of print matter in cotfee houses and circulating libraries probably both reinforced
and was reinforced by the social nature of reading itself in the early vears of the print culture. Paula
MceDowell has written of the seventeenth-century importance of “oral public discourse to the [.ondon
political scene. If one could conceivably avoid sermons. one could scarcely avoid the conversations.
arguments. and oral advertising of the coffee-house. market-place or street. and for the illiterate majority.
these models of association were the only regular source of news, 1 During the transition from a
primarily oral culture to a print culture. this fundamental relationship of sociability to news, religion. and
politics continued to inhere in the act of reading: “The individual exchange of the smoking. drinking.
talking. reading assembly--a school for news and views--was the best alliance between the social habit
and the pertodic press: but there is also a sociality in the private reading of journals being read by many
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other people. a Kind of consociation in receiving printed words. perhaps preparatory to spoken analysis
the nest evening or an argumentative retort the next encounter. "2

Social reading had a place in private as well as public life. taking the form of communal reading
and reading aloud in the home. whether in the formal domestic library of a family of means or in the
more modest surroundings of a shopkeeper's home. The texts that were read aloud were from a range
of genres. and were often read “"in combination with -- or while doing -- other things." ! The librn of
a well-to-do upwardly mobile Englishman served as a signifier of not only his wealth but of his taste.
urbanity . and vision. It also served less ideologically as a meeting place for family and friends. 22 In the
more modest homes of tradesmen like Samuel Richardson and shopkeepers like Thomas Turner.
domestic reading practices were "connected not to idleness. listlessness or frivolity but to a routine of
work and of religious discipline...reading was a private experience in the sense that it was done in the
home. but it was often a sociable rather than a solitary experience and this was especially: manifested in
the regular habit of reading aloud. "3 While it can be argued that the known reading practices in two
cighteenth-century houscholds need not be exemplary' of those governing all printers and shopkeepers.
the domestic reading habits of the Richardsons and the Turners were unfikely to have been unique.
Given the extent of literacy. which was considerable even if not precisely defined. the availability of
print matter. even for those who could not afford to buy books. and especially the association of reading
with moral and social improvement. the Turners and the Richardsons stand as representatives of a large
segment of the papulation for whom reading served a range of purposes.?!

For publishers of periodicals and magaznes. the general assurance of a growing readership was
only the precondition for enterprise. not a guarantee of success. .\ muititude of variables. beginning
with the appeal to the fargest possible cross-section of readers. had to be assessed and balanced by the
new print entrepreneurs.=S Early writer editors sought to accomplish this by varving subject matter,
modes of address. and editorial strategies. In the absence of economic and marketing guidelines. the
knowledge of a publication’s readership in the first half of the eighteenth century had to be ascertained
by the incisive and discriminating intelligence of an editor. who relied almost exclusively on a tnal-and-
crror approach. From 1691 to 1697, John Dunton published what is generally considered to be the first
English periodical. the Athenwen M ereury. and his effonts and ingenuity serve as an example of early
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cntrepreneunal spirit. Iis involvement in the publishing trade went on for vears and was both influential
and formative. his innovations anticipating many of the features that came to characterize periodicals: the
question-and-answer format: the appeal to a wide range of readers’ interests. particulardy in the areas of
sclf-improvement and intellectual curiosity: the use of an editorial board formulated as a Society: semi-
weckly distribution: and the inclusion of poetry and history. The \tenzn A fereury. " although
obviously intended for less leamed readers...was fi undamentally sertous. being [intended] 1o satisfy the
miscellaneous inquiries of an audience eager for leaming. instruction. and practical advice. "2

The question and answer form continued to be popular throughout the century. In it. questions
posed either by the editor or submitted by readers covered a wide spectrum of reader interests. from the
serious 1o the frivolous. Later. Steele solicited letters from his readers. restricting the subject matter only

to any “occurrences you meet with relating to your amours. or any other subject within the rules by

1T

which I have proposed to walk. Many periodicals and magazines in the first three-quarters of the
century solicited or accepted written submissions from readers. who were asked to contribute questions
and letters to be answered by the editor or a learned proxy or occasionally other readers. Periodicals and
magazines sometimes printed an exchange of letters between readers over several issues. and not
infrequently the letter format was employed to rise sensitive issues or to voice unpopular or dissenting
opinions. Readers also submitted poetry and fiction. and such contributions had the double effect of
being free copy for the publisher and of serving as a kind of self -advertising by tuming readers into
writers. who. as participants. had an investment in the process. While some critics cite this phenomenon
as an important step in the evolution of female writing. they sometimes underemphasize its consumer
consequences: this editorial strategy created a desire to see oneself. or other readers like oneself. in print.
and so acted as a powerful incentive to buy the magazines. Using a variation on this strategy. and
perhaps (ollowing Dunton’s lead.?? Steele maintained that different kinds of subject matter were wiitten
from specific popular coffee-houses: for example. “ \ccounts of gallantry. pleasure. and enteftainment”
were dated from White's Chocolate-House. and poetry trom Will's Coffee-Touse. 2 The dating ot 74
Firler from popular coffee-houses may well have created the illusion among readers that the magazine

wax ansing from their very midst.



Editonal tinkering with the truth was a widespread practice that was manifested on a number of
level<™ “When eftort and innovation seemed 1o be profitless. some struggling magazines indulged in
subterfuge and marketplace subversion...concocted letters to the editor. invented contributors.
transtations presented as original work of ingenious staff writers. the adoption of titles closely cchoing
or identical to those of competitors. misleading dating of issues or features within issues. the publishing
of false sales figures. false charges of plagiarism against those from whom the magazine most frequently
plagiarized. the disguised reprinting of something old as something new. the disclosure of scandal in the
lives of persons invented to permit scandal to be disclosed. and promises of wonderful things to appear
which never would or were intended to appear.™! Some of the letters. advertisements. "true historics.
dying speeches. and criminal biographies that appear in the periodicals are blatantly faise. and many
others highly suspect. THunter suggests that it was important for short journalistic narmtives to "claim
factuality. for whether they were literally and completely true. based upon facts but liberally
embroidered. or made up out of whole cloth. the narmatives achieved much of their appeal through thewr
claim to represent what the present-day world was like. what kinds of amazement and surprise and
horror were available to those whose lives were drab. uneventful. and apparently trivial. increasingly
burted in the routine impersonality of modemn life."*2 However. the reasons for editors to engage in
such methods extend beyvond the wish of readers to alleviate boredom. The designation that reading
matter was true. whether it was or not. negated illicit pleasures in the act of reading itself. and whether or
not readers were fooled. or were ever intended to be fooled. by editorial confusion of fact and fiction
was not the point. 3

“I'muth” was often conveyed through the authority of an editorial persona who was overtly
fictitious and distinct from the author's true identity. which sometimes appeared on the title page. Early
periodicals frequently employed the framing device of the eidolon. who was either a member of and
spokesperson for a larger editorial collective or an individual who spoke only for himself or herself. The
ditference between the single cidolon and the society was one of both number and identity. While the
members of an editorial collective were identitied prmarily by subject position. which rendered them
representative. cidolons were individualized. often bearing assumed or eponymous names. The Tatlers
[saac Bickerstaff was the first cidolon of consequence: his female counterpart. M rs. Phoebe
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Crackenthorpe of The Female Tatler. was a worthy rival who presented real competition in terms of sales
and advertising and is credited by Walter Graham with having stimulated Stecle "to his greatest editorial
ingenuity. "'t By time of Mr. Spectator. "editors realized (ully that the framing device was a source of
popular appead inits own right. a fiction with its own reality .S The authority of an eidolon refied on
his or her particular appeal to readers. For example. Kathrin Shevelow and Shawn Lisa \ faurer have
respectively claimed that Isaac Bickerstaff's discursive mode of address to The Tutler's readers was
based on prevalent father-daughter and father-son models.®

Although the Athenian Society that produced John Dunton’s Atk X or ‘urvy was composed ol
real people who were paid to contribute copy . many subsequent editorial collectives were invented.
Mr. Spectator and his club were followed by the fictitious Society of Ladies who produced the second
phase of e Femele Taider. Likewise. the group of women credited by Eliza Havwood with the material
Cor The Femele Spectator was an invention of the author.38 The rationale behind collective editorship is
varnous. but its basis lies in the authority traditionally and contemporaneously associated with societics.
Societies were associated with the dialogues of classical literature and with long-standing prestigious
groups like the Royal Socicty. but in eighteenth-century' London there were societies for every class.
from the aristocratic Mohocks to societies for merchants and farmers. 3% Societies formed for the
purpose of improving society were commonplace. and the Society for the Reformation of 