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Abstract	
  
Economic	
  inequality	
  is	
  a	
  growing	
  problem	
  in	
  North	
  America,	
  
and	
   the	
   results	
   are	
   visible	
   in	
   neighbourhoods,	
   ciAes,	
   and	
  
across	
  state	
  and	
  provincial	
  lines.	
  It	
  is	
  vital	
  to	
  understand	
  this	
  
phenomenon	
   in	
   our	
   socieAes.	
   The	
   first	
   step	
   towards	
  
widespread	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  issue	
  could	
  be	
  in	
  our	
  own	
  
backyards:	
   by	
   teaching	
   about	
   economic	
   inequality	
   in	
   high	
  
schools	
  across	
  Canada	
  and	
  the	
  USA.	
  But,	
  is	
  this	
  a	
  topic	
  that	
  is	
  
explicitly	
  mandated	
  in	
  government	
  curricula?	
  
	
  
The	
  Inequality	
  Project	
  is	
  offering	
  the	
  first	
  in-­‐depth	
  study	
  into	
  
where,	
  why,	
  and	
  how	
  high	
  schools	
  in	
  Canada	
  and	
  the	
  United	
  
States	
   of	
   America	
   teach	
   about	
   the	
   subject	
   of	
   economic	
  
inequality.	
   This	
   porAon	
   of	
   the	
   project	
   will	
   examine	
   what	
  
alternaAve	
  curricula,	
  resources,	
  tools,	
  and	
  frameworks	
  have	
  
been	
   proposed	
   to	
   facilitate	
   learning	
   about	
   economic	
  
inequality.	
  Resources	
  from	
  teaching	
  groups	
  and	
  topic	
  groups	
  
will	
  be	
  collected	
  to	
  discover	
  what	
  type	
  of	
  non-­‐governmental	
  
tools	
   exist	
   for	
   assisAng	
   with	
   the	
   teaching	
   of	
   this	
   complex	
  
subject.	
  This	
   research	
  will	
   assist	
   the	
   long-­‐term	
  goals	
  of	
  The	
  
Inequality	
  Project	
  by	
  providing	
  a	
  selecAon	
  of	
  approaches	
  and	
  
learning	
  objecAves	
  that	
  reflect	
  the	
  posiAons	
  and	
  interests	
  of	
  
civil	
   society	
   in	
   youth	
   knowledge.	
   As	
   well,	
   it	
   will	
   postulate	
  
alternaAves	
   to	
   the	
   current	
   government	
   curricula	
   and	
  
challenge	
   the	
   status	
   quo	
   of	
   learning	
   for	
   students	
   in	
   North	
  
America.	
  	
  
	
  

IntroducAon	
  
This	
  project	
  takes	
  on	
  the	
  search	
  for	
  alternaAve	
  resources	
  that	
  teach	
  about	
  economic	
  inequality,	
  
which	
  are	
  available	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  domain	
  for	
  teachers’	
  use	
  in	
  the	
  classroom.	
  
	
  
It	
  only	
  includes	
  resources	
  found	
  which	
  are	
  intended	
  specifically	
  for	
  classrooms	
  in	
  Canada	
  and	
  the	
  
USA,	
  for	
  high-­‐school	
  level	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
   project	
   examines	
   non-­‐governmental	
   curriculum	
   and	
   classroom	
   resources	
   to	
   examine	
   the	
  
proposiAons	
  and	
  supposiAons	
  of	
  civil	
  society	
  when	
  discussing	
  economic	
  inequality.	
  	
  

Methodology	
  
This	
   research	
   was	
   completed	
   by	
   searching	
   with	
   key	
   words	
  
combining	
   economic	
   inequality	
   and	
   teaching	
   materials,	
   in	
  
order	
   to	
   find	
   resources	
   that	
   have	
   been	
   proposed	
   by	
   non-­‐
governmental	
   organizaAons.	
   Based	
   on	
   the	
   coding	
   criteria	
  
developed	
  by	
  the	
  research	
  team	
  for	
  the	
  review	
  of	
  the	
  state	
  
and	
   province	
   curricula,	
   an	
   appropriate	
   cross-­‐secAon	
   of	
  
categories	
   were	
   selected	
   to	
   be	
   coded.	
   Due	
   to	
   Ame	
  
constraints,	
  not	
  all	
  documents	
  could	
  be	
  coded	
  at	
   this	
  Ame.	
  
However,	
   as	
   most	
   organizaAons	
   presented	
  more	
   than	
   one	
  
resource,	
  the	
  resource	
  most	
  explicit	
  in	
  its	
  focus	
  on	
  economic	
  
inequality	
  was	
  coded	
  as	
  an	
  exemplar.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  coding	
  was	
  based	
  on	
  independent	
  conceptual	
  menAons	
  
of	
   a	
   topic,	
   rather	
   than	
   by	
   every	
  menAon	
   of	
   a	
   word.	
  Word	
  
phrasing,	
   however,	
   has	
   to	
   be	
   exact,	
   unless	
   otherwise	
  
menAoned	
  as	
  a	
  “general	
  reference”,	
  where	
  in	
  this	
  case,	
  was	
  
coded	
   for	
   the	
   concept,	
   due	
   to	
   the	
   extreme	
   variance	
   of	
  
language.	
  	
  
	
  

Conclusion	
  
Non-­‐governmental	
  teaching	
  aids,	
  curricula,	
  and	
  lesson	
  plans	
  
are	
  challenging	
   to	
  find	
   in	
   the	
  public	
  domain.	
  They	
  do	
  exist,	
  
but	
   they	
   vary	
   in	
   outlook,	
   quality,	
   type	
   of	
   resource,	
   and	
  
learning	
  standards	
  used.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  resources,	
  much	
  like	
  has	
  been	
  found	
  so	
  far	
   in	
  the	
  state	
  
and	
   provincial	
   curricula,	
   vary	
   significantly	
   in	
   their	
   content	
  
and	
   concepAons	
   of	
   economic	
   inequality,	
   especially	
   in	
   their	
  
sApulaAons	
   of	
   the	
   consequences	
   of	
   economic	
   inequality,	
  
and	
  their	
  explanaAons	
  for	
  its	
  existence	
  and	
  manifestaAons.	
  
The	
   menAons	
   of	
   economic	
   inequality	
   are	
   infrequently	
  
explicit,	
  and	
  are	
  few	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  references	
  
to	
  income	
  inequality	
  and	
  poverty.	
  	
  
	
  
More	
   research	
   must	
   be	
   done	
   on	
   this	
   topic	
   to	
   infer	
  
conclusions	
   regarding	
   the	
   access,	
   content,	
   and	
   quality	
   of	
  
non-­‐governmental	
   teaching	
   materials	
   about	
   economic	
  
inequality.	
  The	
  documents	
   found	
  must	
  be	
  analyzed	
  further,	
  
and	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  interesAng	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  poliAcal,	
  regional,	
  and	
  
organizaAonal	
  influences	
  on	
  their	
  content.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
   research	
  will	
   eventually	
  play	
   a	
   role	
   in	
  discovering	
  who	
  
teaches	
  about	
  economic	
   inequality	
   in	
   their	
  classrooms,	
  and	
  
what	
  potenAal	
  resources	
  they	
  may	
  be	
  using.	
  	
  

Results	
  
There	
  are	
  few	
  prominent	
  paWerns	
  displaying	
  specific	
  themes	
  
or	
   predominant	
   concepts	
   within	
   the	
   resources	
   analyzed.	
  
There	
   is	
   a	
   lack	
   of	
   references	
   to	
   some	
  economic	
   actors	
   and	
  
concepts	
  around	
   inequality,	
   such	
  as	
   very	
   few	
   references	
   to	
  
the	
   role	
   of	
   unions	
   or	
   labour	
   movements,	
   and	
   only	
   one	
  
menAon	
  of	
  financial	
  literacy	
  over	
  all	
  the	
  documents.	
  	
  
	
  
Poverty	
  was	
  menAoned	
  most	
  frequently,	
  appearing	
  82	
  Ames	
  
among	
   the	
   54	
   pages	
   of	
   resources.	
   This	
   is	
   one	
   of	
   the	
  main	
  
concepts	
  presented	
  as	
  an	
  issue	
  related	
  to	
  inequality.	
  
	
  
Few	
   resources	
   extensively	
   discussed	
   the	
   issues	
   with	
  
economic	
  disparity	
  and	
  poverty,	
  rather	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  issues	
  
with	
   poverty.	
   Few	
   looked	
   at	
   other	
   consequences	
   of	
  
inequality,	
  but	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  did,	
  some	
  menAoned	
  spending	
  
beyond	
   resources	
   to	
   aWempt	
   to	
   equalize	
   themselves,	
   and	
  
lack	
  of	
  economic	
  mobility.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
   resources	
   explained	
   many	
   common	
   sources	
   of	
  
inequality,	
   most	
   frequently	
   ciAng	
   structural	
   causes.	
   This	
  
includes	
   systemic,	
   historic,	
   governmental	
   and	
   poliAcal	
  
reasons.	
  	
  
	
  
Five	
  of	
  the	
  seven	
  resources	
  presented	
  strategies	
  to	
  address	
  
economic	
   inequality.	
   Those	
   which	
   did	
   not	
   were	
   purely	
  
idenAficaAon	
  based	
  resources	
  which	
  did	
  not	
  extend	
  beyond	
  
simplisAc	
  idenAficaAon	
  of	
  the	
  issue.	
  Some	
  of	
  these	
  strategies	
  
include:	
   	
   reforms	
   to	
   educaAon,	
   job	
   creaAon,	
   government	
  
policies,	
  income	
  assistance,	
  and	
  increased	
  economic	
  growth.	
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