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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

On the eve of the January uprising, the last of the 

19th-century Polish revolts against Russia, the loyalties of 

Poland's Jews became an issue of substantial political im­

portance. As the revolutionary turmoil intensified in the 

early 1860s, Polish separatists in Congress Poland actively 

sought Jewish support for their cause. Appealing directly to 

the Jews, the Poles promised them full equality in the inde­

pendent Polish state which they hoped to restore. Sub­

sequently, these promises appeared to be substantiated by 

the real improvement in the social climate. Indeed, the Ja­

nuary insurrection, and particularly the years of political 

mobilization which preceded the outbreat of the armed conf­

lict, substantially eased the tension between Poles and 

Jews. That tension reached its clima;; in the late 1950s, 

only to turn overnight into euphoric friendship and coopera­

tion. 

The idea of Polish-Jewish "brotherhood" was widely dis­

seminated by the wave of patriotic demonstrations which 

i>wept through Poland in 1861-1862. Jewish participation in 

the demonstrations powerfully captured the Polish imagina­

tion. There were Jews among those who fell in confrontations 
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with the Russian army in February and April o-f 1361, and the 

Delegac^a QU(3j.sLa, Warsaw's spontaneously elected self-go­

verning body, included several Jewish members. Commonly per­

ceived to be the beginning of a new chapter in relations 

between the two communities, the demonstrations gave birth 

to the peculiar ritual of "fraternizing" with the Jews. The 

latter included common manifestations of Polish patriotism 

during religious services and street demonstrations, the 

display of signs of mourning for Poland's lost independence, 

exchanges of gifts between houses of prayer, and the admis­

sion of the Jews into associations from which they had been 

traditionally e -eluded. 

In fact, Jewish involvement in the insurrectionary 

movement was among the most peculiar features of this last 

Polish attempt to regain national independence. Many Polo-

nized Jews tool- an active part in the anti-Russian under­

ground and in the partisan war, while cautiously pro-Polish 

attitudes prevailed in fairly broad strata of Jewish socie­

ty. The measures tat en by the tsarist authorities to prevent 

the Polish-Jewish rapprochement had limited success. This is 

true even of such an important concession, made under the 

pressure of the revolutionary situation, as the new legal 

status granted Lo Polish Jews in June 1862. This bill, inc­

luded in Count Wielopolsl- i 's reform pad-age, abolished most 

of the ]egal barriers between Jews and their gentile neigh­

bors. 
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The worsening Polish-Russian antagonism and the sub­

sequent armed conflict o-f 1867-1864 placed the Jews in a 

situation which recurred a number o-f times in nmeteenth-

and twentieth-century Jewish history: between the hammer of 

the Empire and the anvil of the indigenous nation's aspira­

tions for independence. A number of political, cultural and 

ideological factors conditioned the way in which the Jewish 

population attempted to find practical solutions to this 

uneasy choice. Prominent among these factors were two conf­

licting traditions: the tradition of loyalty to the Crown, 

which grew stronger in the pre-iinsurrectionary period even 

i n bSi»L;sL§h circles, and the equally traditional association 

of broad strata of East-European Jewish society with the 

Polish nobility (1). 

In general, pro-Polish attitudes among the Jews were 

most pronounced in Warsaw (where the acculturation process 

was most advanced) and the neighboring provinces. The tradi­

tion of loyalty to the Crown prevailed in Poland's eastern 

provinces, whose economic bactwardness t ept traditional bar­

riers intact. From the sociological point of view, the pro-

-Polish orientation was strongest in the most modernised 

strata of Jewish society! among the members of the Jewish 

intelligentsia and bourgeoisie who were most exposed to Po­

lish cultural influences. While the farmer frequently sided 

1) I.Bartal, "Loyalty to the Crown or Polish Patriotism0 

Metamorphosis of an Anti-Polish Story of the 1867 In­
surrection", a paper presented at the International Confe­
rence on Polish-Jewish Relations in Modern History, Oxford, 
17-21 September, 1984 p.l; in press, Pgl_IQ 1 (1986) 
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with the radicals (Reds) who pushed -for military action, 

those circles of the Jewish bourgeoisie which tool an active 

part in Polish ]lfe favoured the evolutionary approach of 

the moderates (Whites). By contrast, the conservative, reli­

gious masses rarely identified with Polish objectives. How­

ever, the Jews of the Polish countryside, whose traditional 

ties to the nobleman's manor remained strong, appear to be a 

frequent exception to the latter rule. 

This study deals with one particular aspect of the in­

surrectionary episode in Polish-Jewish relations. Based on 

contemporary literary sources, it examines Polish percep­

tions of the short-lived Polish-Jewish rapprochement of the 

early 1960s and the Jewish role in the January insurrection. 

During the uprising, and particularly in the two years pre­

ceding it, the Polish-Jewish goodwill movement was en­

thusiastically greeted by a wave of poems, manifestos and 

other writings exalting the brotherhood of the "world's two 

most suffering nations". In the politically depressed de­

cades which followed the 1864 defeat, the "Jewish" motif of 

1863 became a minor but characteristic element of the upris­

ing theme. The Jewish role in the insurrection — now typi­

cally depicted as a confrontation between post-insurrectio-

nary reality and earlier Polish expectations — became in­

corporated into the broader literary tradition of Poland's 

struggle for independence, a tradition of crucial importance 

to the modern national counsciousness of the Poles. 
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Since Poland's partitions in the late 18th century Po­

lish belles lettres have tended to be a surrogate for natio­

nal institutions. This privileged role of literature in Po­

lish life largely accounts for the crucial role which belles 

lettres played in the ideological mobilization of Palish 

society in the 1860s. Similarly, the importance of literary 

interpretations in preserving the memory of the revolt and 

in ideologically absorbing the traumatic experience of the 

insurrection, can hardly be overestimated. Despite the in­

creased political oppression (which included the Russian 

censorship's ban on the discussion of the 1863 revolt (2)), 

the literary legend of the January uprising continued to 

grow (3). This growth was not hampered by the new ideologi­

cal currents which crystallized in the post-insurrectionary 

years and were critical of Poland's revolutionary tradition 

as well as of romanticism as its spiritual source. The anti-

-insurrectionary campaign of the conservative camp in Gali-

cia, and the less pronounced but similar attitudes of the 

Warsaw Positivists, had a limited and rather shortlived im-

2) Until 1905 Flussian censorship supressed any discussion of 
the 1863 insurrection, forcing Polish authors to deal with 
the 1863 theme metaphorically or to publish abroad. The much 
milder Austrian censorship was further liberalized in 1866 
with the extension of Galicia's political autonomy. 

3) In Polish literary criticism the notion of "literary le­
gend" — as a term referring to the literary legacy of the 
January uprising — has been introduced by J.Krzyzanowski. 
It is being used here in accordance with Krzyzanowski"" s de­
finition of "literary legend" as a popular and simplified 
interpretation of real (or partially real) historical events 
which aims at promoting a particular value judgment about 
their subject and serves emotional rather than intellectual 
purposes. See J.Krzyzanowski, "Legenda literacka" in Prze-
flli^-WsBi^czesny., 163 (1935), pp. 271-278. 
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pact on the evolution o-f the legend. The latter entered a 

stage o-f particularly rapid growth between the 25th and 50th 

anniversaries o-f the uprising (1888-1913) (4). 

Contradicting the saying inter_arma_si],ent_Musae» the 

January uprising le-ft an enormous literary legacy which far 

exceeds the legacy o-f previous Polish insurrections in Po­

lish literature (5). This literary heritage is as artisti­

cally uneven as it is abundant. It ranges from masterpieces 

such as E.Orzeszkowa's Nad_Niemnem, S.Zeromski's Wi.§CQ§s 

Cieka, B.Prus' Lalka and M. Da£rowska' s Ngce_i._dnie, to works 

best described as graphomaniac. Leading literary historians 

point to a temporary decline in the artistic quality of Po­

lish literature, a setback which was particularly characte­

ristic of the first decade following the defeat. They attri­

bute this decline to the devastating blow which the failure 

of the January insurrection and the subsequent political 

depression inflicted on all apects of Polish life (6>. In 

the case of the 1863 theme, the abundance of mediocre lite-

4) J.Krzyzanowski, "Legenda powstania styczniowego, 1864-
-1963", in BSL§dzi.ctwo__Bawstani.a sty_czni_gweqg, Warszawa 
1964, pp. 9-10. 

5) J . K u l c z y c k a - S a l o n i , "F'oezja p o w s t a n i a s t y c z n i o w e g o " , in 
B?.iedz i c twg 1 i t e r ac ki_e g g w s t a n i a s ty . czn iowego , Warszawa 
1964, p p . 19-20 

6) The negative impact of the uprising on Polish culture in 
general, and on literature in particular, is stressed by 
literary historians whose overall evaluations of the upris­
ing strongly diverge. See B. Chlebowski , Li.teratura EQlli;^ 
IZ25-1C?Q'5> Lwdw 1923, pp.371-3755 A.Bruckner, Dzieje liter 
ratyry egl_J§kiej w__z ar y_ste, II, Warszawa 1921, p. 279, 
W.Feldman, Wsggiczesna_Literatura_gglska, Krakdw 1930, pp. 
41-45. 

http://ty.cz
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rature can also be explained in terms o-f the professional 1-

zation of literature and the rapid growth of the Polish 

press in the second half of the 19th century. As a topic 

bound to win a large readership the 1863 theme became an 

attractive focus for minor literary talents. The succeeding 

anniversaries of the uprising, celebrated particularly in 

Galicia, further encouraged the flow of apologetic works 

m. 

The January uprising, the most important historical 

event for an entire generation of Polish writers, had a tre­

mendous impact on their wort. Eliza Orzeszlowa, a leading 

Positivist writer who devoted much of her talent to promo­

ting the re-channel1ing of social energies away from the 

revolutionary ideal toward the more modest values of "orga­

nic worl-", nevertheless acl-nowledged: 

To wszystko ucsyniJ: :e mna^ l we mnie rol- 1363. 
Gdyby m e jego mlot I dtuto, 1 osy moje bylyby naj-
pewniej inne l prawdopodobnie m e byfabym auto^ s^ 
(S) . 

/The year 1863 did all that to me and to my soul. 
Without its hammer and chisel my life would most 
certainly have tal-en another course. I probably 
would not have become a writer./ 

Among the writers discussed in this study the majority tool-

an active part in the upheavals of the 1860s. A.Asnyl-, J.Na-

rzymsl-l , I. Maci ê owsl-l (Sewer) and Z. Mil !• owski (T.T.Jei) 

7) S.Frybes, "Dwie tradycje powstania styczniowego w litera-
turze polsl-iej", in 2=i.edzi_ctwo e°ws.tani_a sty.czni.Dwegg, 
Warszawa 1964, pp. 119 

S) E.Orzesnl- owa, letter to M.Dubiecl-i from 4. III. 1907, in 
LrLsty_zebraQe IV, Wroclaw 1958, p. 245 



occupied prominent positions in the insurrectionary hierar 

chy. Others, lite M.Romanowst1, W.Sabowsl-i, W.l-oszcryc, 

J. Wiemawsl i , A. Dygasirisl 1, W. Prnyborowst 1 , A. Urbarisl-1, 

B.Prus, were among those who joined the rants o-f the insur 

gents. J. I. I- rasnewsl 1 , A.l-raushar, E.Orzeszl owa and man/ 

others stayed away -from the battle-field but in various ways 

supported the insurrectionary cause. The -following genera­

tion o-f Polish writers — S. Zeromsl-i , A.Strug and Z.Danilrow-

sl-1 — continue to pay tribute to, and settle accounts with, 

the revolutionary legacy o-f their -fathers. 

This study aims to describe the most typical Polish 

literary perceptions of Jewish loyalties in the years of the 

uprising. The inquiry is based on the Polish literary tradi­

tion and examines al̂ l. available fictional sources which, in 

one way or another, deal with Jewish involvement in the in­

surrectionary movement. By comparing the earlier and later 

interpretations of the Jewish theme, the study also attempts 

to trace the subsequent evolution of this insurrectionary 

motif in Polish belles lettres. The Jewish tradition, within 

the broader tradition of the revolt in Polish literature, is 

analyzed on three different but strongly inter-related le­

vel s. 

First, the Jewish theme is examined in the context of 

changing literary trends. The primary object of my attention 

is the role of romantic ideology as a factor strongly condi-
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tioning Polish perceptions of the Jewish world and, in gene­

ral, of social reality. The study also focuses on the way in 

which new literary currents transform these perceptions in 

the post-1864 Polish literature. 

Second, the study analyzes the literary legend of Po­

lish-Jewish brotherhood in the content of the rapidly chan­

ging pattern of Polish-Jewish relations. In fact, the second 

half of the nineteenth century witnessed a rapid capitalist 

transformation of Polish society. Modernisation, urbaniza­

tion and new ideological currents eroded the traditional way 

of life but at the same time created new areas of tension 

between Foles and Jews. This tension was not eased by the 

rise o-f modern nationalism and the pol 1 tici zation of the 

"Jewish question", trends which are best reflected by the 

inclusion of anti-Semitism in the program of the National 

Democratic Party at the turn of the century. The study focu­

ses on Polish perceptions of Jews attitudes toward their 

host country and the underlying visions of the future modus 

Vivendi, between Poles and Jews. Finally, the study tries to 

determine whether, and in what way, the deterioration of 

Polish-Jewish relations after 1864 affected interpretations 

of the insurrectionary legend o-f Polish-Jewish symbiosis. 

Third, the study examines the Jewish legend of 1863 in 

terms of trends in the literar/ portrayal of the Jews. The 

uprising broke out at a time when a new, modernized image of 

the Jewish world was taking shape in Polish literature. The 
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upheavals of the 1860s, however, seem to have disrupted 

these trends for at least a decade. Examining the images of 

the Jews generated in the 1860s, the study tries to define 

the nature of this peculiar interlude, after which trends 

characteristic of the 1850s resurfaced with increased inten­

sity in the literary images of the Jewish world. 

The heterogeneous nature of the sources used in the 

study is a result of the study's heavy emphasis on stereo­

types. First of all, the primary sources were chosen without 

regard to their artistic quality. Consequently, no distinc­

tion is made between C.K.Norwid's famous "Zydowie polscy" 

and a number of artistically insignificant poems inspired — 

as was Norwid's poem — by Jewish participation in the War­

saw demonstrations. Similarly, differences in literary genre 

and in the way in which the Jewish theme figures in the plot 

have been largely ignored. The literary material used in the 

study ranges from lengthy novels which, like J.I.Kraszew-

ski's Zy_d, discuss the "Jewish question" in the years of the 

uprising, to short passages praising Polish-Jewish brother­

hood; from stories about Jewish veterans of the uprising — 

narrated in works as different as B.Prus' navel Lal_ka, 

A.Asnyk's play Zyd. and W.Wolski's poem "Mosiek" — to ret­

rospective re-e:; ami nations of the Jewish contribution voiced 

by various literary characters. In those few cases in which 

the perceptions reflected in Palish fiction closely match 

those of non-fictional literature, the study makes limited 

use of contemporary political pamphlets, historiosophical 
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treatises and memoirs. 

The authors" ideological orientations (including their 

pro- or anti-Jewish views) played no role in their selection 

for this study. Thus the prominence of liberal writers among 

those discussed in the first part reflects no discrimination 

against politically conservative authors taut rather the li­

berals" control of the literary and political scene. In 

contrast to later decades, conservative views of the Jew 

found by and large no reflection in the literary output of 

the 1860s. There is, however, one major exception to this 

rules a few worl-s authored by assimilated Polish Jews do noL 

get all the attention they deserve. From the literary point 

of view these worl-s are an integral part of the Polish tra­

dition. However, the views on the "Jewish question" 

frequently expressed by their authors differ from 

perceptions prevailing among Polish writers. Consequently, 

the perspective of those few Polish authors of Jewish de­

scent might have obscured the image of a "typical" Polish 

perception. Doing justice to their worl- would also require a 

detailed discussion of these authors" specific cultural and 

ideological bacl-grounds. This discussion, however, could 

hardly be contained within the narrow framework of this stu­

dy. 

The general lacl- of interest in second-rate literature, 

characteristic of most Polish criticism, has left much of 

the literary tradition of the January uprising virtually 
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unexplored. Thus the search for worl-s on the Jewish theme 

involved much digging through both the 19th-century Polish 

press and anthologies of insurrectionary poetry as well as 

hundreds of pages of other obscure literary sources. This 

bibliographical research was to a certain esstent facilitated 

by some bibliographical worl-s (in particular, Estreicher"s 

bibliography of 19th century Polish literature and J.Gasio-

rowski's bibliography of publications dealing with the Ja­

nuary uprising), as well as a few studies devoted to the 

literary legend of the January uprising in the Polish tradi­

tion (particularly the essays included in Dz_edz_ctw^__ite-

!_<§___§ B9b!§t.§QId styc_n_owego) and a few articles on per­

ceptions of the Jew in Polish literature. Although the study 

covers all the best I-nown sources as well as many that are 

forgotten and obscure, there is no reason to assume that 

this review of the literature dealing with Jewish motifs is 

complete. However, the sample discussed in this study ap­

pears broad enough to allow for certain generalizations. 

Although Polish historiography has shown a fairly 

strong interest in the Jewish role in the January uprising, 

there is a scarcity of directly relevant secondary material. 

The relatively rich historical literature on Jewish partici­

pation in the January uprising tends to pay no particular 

attention to the literary perceptions. The literary append.);: 

included in M.Gelber's Bis_Jyden_und_der_D.g_n_sch__Aufstand, 

and occasional references to literary sources by J.Shatzl-y, 

A.Eisenbach and a few other authors, rarely go beyond an 
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acl-nowledgment of their potential use-fulness -for the student 

of Polssh-Jewish relations in the 1860s. Literary studies 

dealing with the January uprising tale note o-f the Jewish 

theme more -frequently. Virtually all o-f them mention this 

aspect o-f the insurrectionary tradition. Their discussion of 

the Jewish theme, however, rarely goes beyond peripheral 

remarl-s on the treatment of the Jewish theme by one particu­

lar author. References to literary sources can be occasio­

nally found in the general literature dealing with the Jew­

ish question in Poland and with Polish-Jewish relations. 

This study cavers the period from 1860 to 1914. The 

first of the two dates is self -e;tpl anatory and marls the 

beginning of the sudden rebirth of the separatist movement 

in Congress Poland. This movement, as we have seen, had a 

substantial impact on Polish literary and eutra-1lterary 

perceptions of Jewish society. In the case of the closing 

date, a major historical caesura (the beginning of the First 

World War) closely coincides with two developments of sub­

stantial importance to this study. The first is the 1912 

election to the Russian Duma. Ending a period characterized 

by the continuous growth of anti-Jewish attitudes in Polish 

society, the election transformed this diffuse anti-Semitism 

into a mature and fully organised political movement. The 

second significant event is the 50th anniversary of the Ja­

nuary uprising which was celebrated in 1917. The celebration 

revived public interest in the uprising and was expressed in 

the publication of memoirs, scholarly essays and significant 
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literary worls devoted to this theme. (9) 

The chapters in the study are arranged chronologically. 

The first chapter deals with the 1850s and examines the main 

trends in the literature of that decade. Further, chapter I 

defines the mam trends in Polish-Jewish relations and in 

the literary depictions of Jewish society which crystallized 

on the eve of the revolt. The second chapter focuses on the 

literary tradition dealing with the patriotic demonstrations 

of 1861-1862 and, in general, with the years of political 

mobilization which preceded the armed conflict in 1863. 

Chapter II devotes particular attention to the literary ref­

lections of the death of Michal Land/, a young Jew, in the 

Warsaw demonstration of April 8, 1861, and examines the ways 

in which this image was incorporated into a particular vi­

sion of Poland's history. Chapter III deals with the litera­

ry echoes of Jewish involvement in the partisan war of 1863-

-1364. Tal-en together, chapters I — 111 characterize Polish 

perceptions of Jewish society as reflected in literary sour­

ces produced during and shortly after the insurrection, the 

great majority of which belong to the declining romantic 

tradition. 

Chapter IV opens the second part of the study which 

covers the retrospective re-evalnation of the legend of the 

Jewish participation in the January uprising. Chapter IV, 

9) See E.Mai lszewsl-i , W%£dawnictwa_z_lat_QstatQich_g_Bowsta-
Qiy_sty.czDL9wymA_1910rl?lS, Warszawa 1918 

http://Qiy_sty.cz
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which was planned as an analogue o-f Chapter I, reviews the 

main trends in the post-insurrectionary period. Covering 

•five decades (1864-1914), the chapter provides an overview 

o-f Polish-Jewish relations after the failure of the January 

uprising. This is fallowed by a discussion of major literary 

currents after 1864. As in the first chapter, the develop­

ments in both fields are examined in terms of their impact 

on the image of the Jewish world in post-insurrectionary 

Polish literature. The fifth and last chapter of the study 

examines some later interpretations of the Jewish role in 

the uprising. These interpretations, which look at the Jew­

ish legend from the historical perspective, are frequently 

affected by the reverse projection, upon the memories of 

the recent past, of what are now deteriorating Polish-Jewish 

relations. Chapter V also focuses on the role of literary 

perceptions ai the Jew in the debate about the Jewish ques­

tion in Poland at the turn of the century. Although the de­

pendence of post-insurrectionary literature on the stock of 

romantic cliches in depicting the January uprising continued 

throughout the period under study, most sources discussed in 

chapters IV-V belong to the post-romantic tradition. 

This inquiry is an attempt to reconstruct the social 

and ideological history of a particular literary motif. 

Based on fictional sources, it is primarily a study of as­

pects of 19th century Polish literature. However, some of 

the questions it attempts to answer transcend the narrow 

realm of literary studies,, While it would hardly be legiti-
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mate to evaluate Polish-Jewish relations in the insurrectio­

nary period on the basis o-f literary perceptions alone, an 

examination of the latter seems useful for at least two rea­

sons. First, despite their subjectivity, literar/ percep­

tions represent a sensitive reflection which, if properly 

analyzed, provides valuable information on "objective" so­

cial reality. Second, as an integral element of the social 

•structure, Polish perceptions of the Jew "objectively" af­

fected the latter's status in Polish society as well as the 

interaction between the two groups. The powerful ideological 

filter which the legend of "Polish-Jewish brotherhood" im­

posed on Polish thmlmg on Jewish matters, had a consider­

able and lasting impact on social action. Therefore this 

inquiry has also been planned as a contribution to the study 

of Polish-Jewish relations. 
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C H A P T E R O N E 

M A I N T R E N D S I N T H E 1 8 5 0 s 

I . BETWEEN ROMANTICISM AND REALISM: LITERARY TRENDS IN 

THE 1850s 

While the breal-down o-f the revolutionary wave of the 

late 1840s brought to an end the romantic tradition through­

out most o-f Europe, Poland -followed a dif-ferent pattern. The 

abnormality of the country's political situation petrified 

the romantic world-view, which continued to provide Polish 

*»ociet>' with a vital strateg/ of national survival. Despite 

signs of disintegration that multiplied in the 1950s, Polish 

romanticism went through a period of final and spectacular 

revival in the politically troubled early 1860s. Dominating 

Poland's literary life for four decades <1822-1867), it 

played a crucial role in shaping the modern national cons­

ciousness of the Polish nation. 

It seems legitimate to regard the 1850s as the epigonic 

phase of Polish romanticisms a transition period marled by 

the exhaustion of the dominating literary current and a pau-
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city of major literary figures. The general narrowing of 

intellectual horizons was coupled with the growing influence 

of Catholic orthodoxy. Some signs of a revival of literary 

life began to appear around 1S56, and became stronger in the 

fallowing years (1). The/ became more pronounced with the 

emergence of a new generation of writers who entered litera­

ry life on the eve of the uprising (2). This generational 

shift coincided with the rising separatist tendencies in the 

tingdom of Poland and the political and social radicalina-

tion of 3l= youth. 

In the time separating the upheavals of the late 1840s 

from those of the early 1860s the erosion of the romantic 

world-view advanced considerably. Non-romantic sub-currents 

appeared within the broader frameworl- of the romantic lite­

rature. The values which they advocated -- values that ex­

plicitly or implicitly sought to modify those of romanticism 

— continued to gain ground in Polish literature to the 

point of justif ,'ing some scholars' attempts to treat certain 

manifestations oi disintegration of the romantic tradition, 

especially in the novel, as autonomous literary trends (3). 

Without going into a discussion of the complex relationship 

between romantic and post-romantic elements in the litera­

ture of the 1850s, I would 11 !• e to point here to some fac-

1) Bee P. Chmielowsl I , _Q.ze£__Qr_eniawc___ j.19.9 4_cie___ 
d£L;§L§l.Qg!=fd_l.lteracl_a, Petersburg 1898, p. 84 

2) The shift of literary generations in the years preceeding 
the January insurrection is extensively discussed in J.Ma-
ciejewsJ i, Pr_edbur_owcy. I_DC_blsmatyi__D.r_e_^cia__m_gd_'£ 
CS(D̂ QiYS(Dsm_S_B9S.Yt.ywi?_m_fn, Warsiawa 1971 

http://_l.lt
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tors in the approach to the contemporary social structure 

which conditioned literary perceptions o-f the Jewish world. 

The most important -factor was the drive toward realism 

in depictions o-f social reality. The experience o-f political 

de-feat encouraged voices critical o-f old romantic "dreams". 

Such voices argued for the need to accept and explore the 

neglected realm o-f "reality"; in the rediscovery o-f the 

realm o-f everyday life, they hoped to find the "truth" about 

Polish society and preserve those genuinely Polish values 

which would be washed away by accelerating social change. 

These desires, very pronounced in the inter-insurrectionary 

generation <4), stimulated the collecting o-f documentation 

and description of vanishing or rapidly changing forms o-f 

life. 

The popularity of "obrazli" /si- etches/, the half-jour-

nalistic, half-fictional descriptions of contemporary life, 

was a characteristic expression of this attitude. Common 

titles and subtitles such as "szlice towarzyslie 1 obyczajO-

we", "zarysy spoleczne", "charal tery", "Spolreczeristwo dzi-

siejsze w obrazach", "Daguerotypy Warszawy", "obrazli miejsc 

3) See, for example, M.Zmigrodzka"s discussion of "Bieder-
meier culture" in pre-1363 Poland, "Pols!a powie^d bieder-
meierowsla", in PSQlI§iQl!: LiteracJLi., LVII, 1-2 (1966); or 
J.Maciejewsl i*s discussion of pre-positivistic currents in 
the literature of the 1850s and the early 1860s in Przedbu-
rzgwLv., op.cit., pp. 121-133 and 252-256 

4) R.Czepulis, "Uwarstwieme spoJreczne l-rdlestwa Polslieqo w 
^wiadomosci wspo-iczesnych", in SBo£eczeQstwo_l_rdlestwa_Pg^-
s£tegg, J, Warszawa 1966, pp. 231-232 
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i ludzi" — various "si-etches", "pictures", "physiological 

outlines" -- reflected the writers" more photographic ap­

proach to social reality. Although these ideas did not cry­

stallize in any open challenge to the literary doctrine o-f 

romanticism, elements of realism continued to e:;pand in the 

period under study (5). Worts produced in the middle of the 

19th century enriched the social landscape of Polish litera­

ture by introducing a number of previously neglected social 

groups, including representatives of the urban population 

now mal ing their first appearance (6). The main vehicle of 

these explorations became the novel, a form held in contempt 

by the romantics, which established itself in the lnter-in-

surrectionary period as a leading literary genre. 

Increased interest in contemporary social life was fa­

cilitated by the levelling of opposition between the ideal 

and the imperfect earthly realit/. This erosion of the basic 

romantic opposition justified a more pragmatic attitude to­

ward life's problems. Also, the old romantic debate on the 

democratic versus aristocratic leadership of the nation lost 

much of its previous impetus. It found a compromise solution 

5) An extensive discussion of realistic elements in Polish 
literature of the inter-insurrectionary period, and of the 
contemporary debate on realism versus romanticism, is given 
in J.BachoVz, B§§;lL£(B_bi=_!lghmyCQ§j.__3z_^ 
#c^ach_J6zefa_Lgrzentgwstiegg, Warszawa J 979, pp. 11-69; and 
M. Zmigrodzl- a, "Proza fabularna w fraju", in Li.teratura_i.ra-
_2w^_w_gLcll_s_rQmant_z_u__183l2lS6_, I, pp.147-109 

6) See W. Wol 1--Gumplowiczowa, "Chlopi, mi eszczanstwo 1 
szlachta w powiesci polstiej w pierwszej potowie 19-ga wie-
ki", in Przegl_ad_sgc_algg_czn_, 7 (1938), p. 266; R.Cz epulis, 
op.cit., pp. 356-37'6 

http://Li.teratura_i.ra
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in the myth of "demol- racja szlachecl-a" (the democracy of 

noblemen), widely disseminated in mid-century writings. The 

literature presented the provincial nobility as the preser­

ver of Polish tradition, idealizing its way of life based on 

the rural economy and the patriarchal relationship between 

the landlord and his peasants. On the other hand, the so-

-called "peasant question" was barely reflected in Polish 

fiction before the debate on that issue initiated by the 

government press in 1850 (7). That this single most burning 

problem was virtually ignored by contemporary fiction well 

illustrates the characteristic reluctance of the literature 

under study to tal-e a position on urgent socio-political 

problems (8). 

Turned toward the past rather than the future, the li­

terature identified old-fashioned rural values with those 

of Christianity on the one hand and with genuine Polishness 

on the other. The glorification of the rural past was coup­

led with a strong anti-urban bias. 

Zywot nasz wiejSl l da-t nam charal-ter I on nas tyl-
lo przy m m utrzymac moze. (..) Wies jest piastun-
I-a tradycji i macier:^ spotec;ertstwa naszego (9). 

/Our rural existence provided us with our identity 
and it alone can help preserve our character. The 
countryside gave birth to our society and is the 

7) P.Chmielowski, op.cit., p.85 

8) M. Zmi grodzl- a, "Polsl-a powiesc bi edermeierowsl-a" , op.cit., 
p. 394 

9) J.I.fras;ewsU, Wieczgry_wgjry.ns]:-iLg (1859), Lwdw 185c', 
p. .... 



Fage 25 

nurse of its tradition./ 

Mimowoli przypomnial" sobie sitowa angielsl-1 ego 
poety: "B6g stworzyl" wies a cztowie!- zbudawat 
miasto." (...) W tych wieltich murach, zimnych 1 
pustych, widziaJ groby, a miasto w jego oczach 
bylo cmentarzem zyjacych (10). 

/Involuntarily, he recalled the words of an Eng­
lish poet: "God created the countryside and man 
built the city." (..) In these big, empty and cold 
walls he saw tombs, and the city in his eyes was a 
cemetery of living people/ 

Aversion to urban life, so characteristic of I- raszewsi 1 ' s 

pre-insurrectionary works, was shared by man/ mid-century 

writers. The romantic world-view and the rural ethos of F'o-

lish nobility converged (t i ) in depicting the big city as a 

place contaminated by corruption, moral perversity and fo­

reign cultural influence. The motif of moral and social de­

cline which followed a character's entering the city's 

gates, and, conversely, the theme of rebirth following his 

return to the countryside, occurred frequently in the novels 

of the mid-century and long remained a hallmart of Polish 

fiction (12). For our purposes it suffices to note that the 

demonic qualities of the city were associated with the nan-

-Polish ethnic and cultural element as well as with the ca-

M It 10) J. I. Kraszewsl-l , Pgeta_i_^wiat (1037), Z-J"ocz6w, n.d 
p. 48 

11) The tradition of si.ralanl_a and other literary glorifi­
cations of the rural life of the nobility are analyzed by 
A.Witt owsl- a in her Stowî Q£e_my._l̂ ubim__si.el.aQl_i., Warszawa 
1971; see also J.Bachorz, op.cit., pp. 223-265 

12) For the image of a big cit/ in pre-1863 Polish fiction 
see the chapter "Miasto I wies" in J.Bachorz, op.cit., 
pp.228-250. Bachorz discusses the mid-century perceptions of 
the city ]n terms of a space morally different from and 
inferior to that of the countryside. 
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pitalist character of urban life. 

While authors l-eenly sensed the accelerating disappea­

rance of the old world, they failed to identify the actual 

forces transforming society (13). Generally, they displayed 

a considerable amount of hostility toward upwardly mobile 

individuals and groups, seeing in them a threat to the much-

emphasized harmony of pre-modern life. The achie/ements of 

such individuals were associated with some kind of moral 

degradation. The breal-mg of social barriers w-3s analyzed 

primarily in terms of its compatibility with the ethical 

ideals of Christianity (14). The banler, whose status as the 

bad guy (15) consolidated during the inter- insurrectionary 

period, was only the most visible of the many villains re­

presenting the power of recently accumulated money. All 

these negative characters — of noble, petty noble, bour­

geois and Jewish origin — aspired to a higher social sta­

tus, thus challenging the established social hierarchy. 

Concern for the stability of the social order was coup­

led with greater conformism toward the occupying powers. The 

13) R.Czepulis, op.cit., pp. 361 and 384-386; Czepulis, 
whose conclusions on the perception of social hierarchy are 
to a large e::tent based on literary sources, explains this 
phenomenon by social conservatism on the one hand, and by 
reluctance to acl-nowledge changes resented as imposed by the 
intervention o{ the occupying powers, on the other. 

14) li. Zmigrodzl a, "Polsla powiest biedermeierowsl-a", 
op.cit., p.394; 

15) R.Czepulis, op.cit., pp. 358-361 and 388-339 



Page 27 

patriotism of the 1850s expressed itself in veneration of 

the national past, rather than in the uni•ersalistic and 

revolutionary ideals of the previous generation (16). Unlil-e 

the politically tense 1860s, when patriotic merit became 

again an important factor in evaluating the social prestige 

of individuals and groups, political attitudes did not se­

riously affect the perception of social hierarchy in the 

1850s. 

16) M„Zmigrodzia, "Polsla powiesc biedermeierowsl3" 
op.cit., pp.3^3-94 
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II. BETWEEN FEUDAL AND CAPITALIST SOCIETY: 

POLISH-JEWISH RELATIONS IN THE 1850s 

The legal status of the Polish Jews (which persisted 

until Wi el opal ski ' s re-Forms a-f 1862 and in part even lon­

ger), was a product of feudal society. Although the Napoleo­

nic legislation introduced in the Duchy of Warsaw in 1807 

granted equal rights to all of Poland's citizens, the legal 

separateness of Jewish society was maintained. For decades, 

various officially appointed bodies succeeded each other in 

studying the "Jewish question". The legislation to which 

Jews remained subject fixed the existing social barriers 

between them and the Christian population. Capitalist trans­

formations in Poland's economy, however, followed by new 

cultural and ideological currents, gradually cleared the way 

for the removal of these obsolete structures. 

The Jewish quest for equal rights entered a new stage 

in the late 1850s (17) because of two related factors. On 

the one hand, the reforms which were made in Russia follow­

ing the accession of Alexander II to the throne created a 

political climate which encouraged hopes for liberal re­

forms in the Kingdom of Poland. On the other hand, the deep 

structural changes inside Jewish society widened the gap 
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between its actual economic importance and the anachronistic 

restrictions limiting its activity. The idea of equal rights 

became a matter of high priority to the rich Jewish bour­

geoisie, whose economic influence I-ept growing in the inter-

-insurrectionary period. Demands for equal rights -found 

strong support in the young Jewish intelligentsia, which, in 

the 1840s and particularly in the 1850s, became active in 

many entra -economic fields of Polish life. 

As a result, Poles once again began deliberating the 

Jews place in the social order (18). The mainstream of pub­

lic opinion, as well as representatives of the Russian go­

vernment in Poland, remained hostile toward any improvement 

in the status of the Jews. Their way of thinting remained 

deeply rooted in the traditional perception of Jews as harm­

ful to society and in the concept of Jewish "moral reform" 

as a precondition to any change. Hostile to capitalist deve­

lopments in Poland, conservatives and democrats al11e 

watched with concern the growing Jewish role in the coun­

try's economy, particularly in trade. Due to an economic 

recession following the November uprising of 1370, the ri­

sing fortunes of a few scores of Jews were especially visi­

ble while the concomittant impoverishment of the Jewish mas­

ses tended to be overlool-ed. Generally speal-ing, the 1850s 

were marl-ed by a sense of growing economic competition 

17) A.Eisenbach, Lwest^a_r6wQguerawni.enia_Zi'^ 
PgljlLim, Warszawa 1972, p. 259 
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between Poles and Jews. Moreover, tendentious demographic 

forecasts published in 1S57 generated fears of a high birth 

rate among Jews and fed grim visions of the future of Po­

lish-Jewish relations (19). 

In the 1850s the slogan of "organic wort", with its 

emphasis on the nation's material well-being, found a res­

ponse in the politically active strata of Polish society. 

Economic questions stood high on the agenda of Towarzystwo 

Rolnicze, an institution representing the most influential 

circles of Polish nobility. J. \ orzeniowsl- l alludes to this 

body ]n the following lines, written in 1859s 

0 plugach, o nawozie, a uprawie roll, 
0 srodl-ach, jal- z sydowskiej wyrwac sie_ mewoli 
Jest celem owych zjazddw (20). 

/(The discussion) of ploughs, fertilizers and agriculture/ 
of ways to breat out of Jewish bondage/ is the aim of these 
gatherings./ 

The concept of "niewola zydowsta" (Jewish bondage), widely 

popularized in the ongoing press debate, pointed to a major 

IS) A discussion of attitudes of various Polish groups to­
ward the "Jewish question" in these years can be found in 
A.Eisenbach, op.cit., and in "Polish public opinion and the 
Jews in the late 1850s", in Z I O Q 46, 2 (1981) /in Hebrew/; 
R.Czepulis, "Uwarstwieme spoieczne I- rdlestwa Polsl-iego w 
swiadomnsci wspAicresnych", in Sfig£eczert£two_Lr6lestwa_Pgl^ 
s£i_egg, I, Warszawa 1966, pp. 327-791 

19) L.Wolsl-i, "Wiadomosci statystyczne", in L^lendarze_War-
S£§!"SiLgqg Qbserwatari_um Astr.gngmicz.negg (I- WOA) , Warszawa 
1857-1861; see the discussion of Wolst-i's statistical data 
in A. Ei senbach, tw!Stta_rgwnguerawnL_eQia _|i'dgw_w_l_rglestyi.e 
Pgls|_im, Warszawa 1972, pp. 259-262 

20) J.I-orzemowst l , Pustvriia (185°), as quoted in P.Chmie-
lowsl-i, op. cit, p. 125 

http://Astr.gngmicz.negg
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source of the growing tension. In letters written the same 

year, N.Zmichowsl a correctly linl-ed the economic ambitions 

of those 

I torym sie_ w giowie poprzewracalo od statyst/li 1 
przemysiu 

/who got totally mi:;ed up by the statistics and 
(tall of) industrial development./ 

to the ant1-Jewish mood of the late 1850s. 

Chca^ loniecinie pod rza^dem Alelsandra II udarowac 
Pol si-^ ogromn^ sila,. matenaln^, nienawisc przeciw 
Zydom :daje lm sie. ogromnvm post^pem na tej drodne 
(21) . 

/Under Alexander's II rule they want to bestow on 
Poland a huge material force and the hatred of 
Jews appears to them an important step on this 
road./ 

In an attempt to weal-en Jewish standing in commerce, Towa-

rzystwo Rclnicze built up a networl- of Polish-owned rural 

cooperatives, and organized Polish credit unions in provin­

cial cities. Such initiatives continued to poison relations 

even in the subsequent heyday of Polish-Jewish brotherhood 

(22) N.Zmichowsl s"s own account of two noblemen's attempts 

to start a publishing business in Warsaw revealed similar 

motivations. The noblemen made a special point of their re-

sol ve: 

handel l-si^garsl-i z monopolu zydowsliego wyzwolid, 
zadnemu Zydowi, a m nowet przechrncie zadnemu 
al Cji m o sprnedajc^. (23). 

/..to liberate the publishing trade from Jewish 
monopoly and not to sell shares to any Jew, even a 
baptized one./ 

21) N. Zmichowsl-a, letter to B. Moraczewsl-a dated 6 February 
1859, ins List v., II, Wroclaw 1^60, p. 134 
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Resentment of the growing economic power of the Jews also 

a-ffected the Polish middle class and lower strata of the 

urban population. Nor was the tension in inter-group rela­

tions eased b/ anti-Jewjsh riots in Turel- in 1357. 

FmallVi the drive toward assimilation among the most 

modernised strata of Jewish society met with an ambivalent 

response. Debates on the nature, perspectives and side ef~ 

•feet:; of this assimilation coincided accidentall/ with a 

renewal of interest in Franl-ism. Members of the /oung assi­

milated Jewish intelligentsia were attacl-ed on the grounds 

that they were strangers invading Palish cijltural life. The 

traditional, well-established elites raised objections to 

the growing rate of Jewish "infiltration". Contemporary fic­

tion, and especially worl-s by J . I. I-rassewsl-i , popularised 

the negative perception of the role of assimilated Jews in 

the process of capitalist restructuring of societv- Denun­

ciations of the shortcomings of assimilation on the one 

hand, and demands for the total assimilation of Jews as a 

pre-condition for their receiving full ci/il rights on the 

other, reflected ambiguity in the Polish authors" attitudes 

toward assimilation. 

The mounting tension culminated in 1S59 in the so-

22) I.Schiper, "Dzieje Zyddw na ziemiach l-sie=?stwa Warssaw-
sl-iego i I-rilestwa Polsl-iego (od 1795 do 1863 wta^csnie) ", in 
Zyds l„w_PQlsce_Qdrodsone_j., I, Warszawa, n.d., p. 462 

23) N. Zmi chowsl-a, op.cit., p.155 
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-called "Jewish war". This name was given to a vicious 

press-campaign launched against assimilated Warsaw Jews by 

Gazfta Warszawsl_a (The Warsaw Gazette; . Jews sued the Ga­

zette for defamation; they lost. The negative character of 

the Jewi sit community as a whole; was cited as justification 

of the court's verdict. The feelings generated among assimi­

lated Jewish youth were articulated in a poem written in 

1859 tay the young A.! raushars 

Dlaczegoz to przed wiel i :e sercem goraxrem 
Ojcowie I row :a wolnosc przelewali, 
B/ rids dzis odtracono narwisf lem gardzax:em. 
By nam dzid m enawi «4ci â  ma Josef odplacali"* 
Cz>A ;awsre tal- wngardzeni bfdziemy od swiata'1 

Dlaczegoz rodal wJasny Zyda si% wyrzel a 
DlaczegrSz w m m m e widzi przyjaciela, brata, 
Dlaczegoz mu :apr:ecza wszell ich praw c;iowiel a n <24) 

/Why for centuries with a glowing heart/ did our fathers 
=jhed blood for (Poland's) liberty/ if we a.re rejected today 
with contempt/ if we are paid with hatred for our lo/e~V 
Will we alwa/s be despised by the world"*/ Why does a com­
patriot renounce the Jew/ Why doesn't he see in him a friend 
and a brother/ Why does he deny him all human rights'"''' 

The "Jewish war" widened the split in Polish public 

opinion on the Jewish question. The prominent historian 

J.Lelewel chose to support the Jews (25) and some groups of 

democrat-. followed in his steps. Zmichowsl-a, whose opinions 

echo fairly closel/ thoso of democratical1/ minded Warsaw 

intelligentsia, noticed that the campaign found little or no 

24) A.l-raushar, "Przez wieli" (1859), §igs_Gminy._Zvalgw^!_ie_i, 
Warszawa 1 (1938), p. 11, as quoted b> A.Eisenbach, op.cit., 
p.281. 

25) J.Lelewel, "Sprawa z /dowsl- a w 1859, w liscie do Ludwil-a 
Merzbacha rozwazana", Poznan 1S&0 
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response among her -friends (26). On the whole, however, the 

leaders of the campaign, as well a5= the attitudes the/ ex­

pressed enjoyed solid support in Polish public opinion. 

A major shift in favour of the Jews occurred first in 

1360, when the question of Jewish support for Polish aspira­

tions for independence became a major political issue. Zmi-

chowsl-a's letters illustrate the perception of Jews as po­

tential allies of the Polish causes 

I owszem, prz/:najf, :e t<a obca warstwa szl-odliwa,. 
jest dla nas, £e si«| bogaci gdy my ubozejemy, :e 
Giachruje, spel-uluje a przede wszystlim :yskijs; 
:"eiws;e jednal musimy przyznarf, :e jest to sijra, 
jal o zas slie pro^ty ro:um polityczny wsl-azuje, 
3epic3j mied za soba^mr przeciw sobie (27). 

/Yes, I admit that this foreign element is harmful 
to us, that it enriches itself while we become 
more and more impoverished, that it cheats, specu­
late?: and above all profits. Put we must neverthe­
less aclnowledge that it is a force which ele­
mentary political good sense tells us it is better 
to have on our side rather than against us./ 

Democrats 1 I I- e Zmichowsl-a claimed that onl/ a fair attitude 

to the Jews, including support of their demand for equal 

rights, would guarantee their participation in the struggle 

-for the liberation of Poland. The growing separatist tenden­

cies in tho 1-ingdom of Poland turned the "Jewish war" almost 

overnight into the euphoria of "Polish-Jewish brotherhood". 

In Galicia, then under Austrian rule, another contro­

ls. Zmichowsl a, op.cit., p.134 

IM. Zmichowsl- a, op.cit., p. 132, emphasis mine. 

6) 

27) 
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versy erupted, in 1859, over the Jews, though without any 

connection to what was going on in Russian Poland. As in 

Russian Poland, conservatives came out against changes in 

the status o-f the Jews. This controvers/ sharpened because 

of a proposal, made by the government in 1860, -for political 

re-forms j n Balicia. For a variety o-f sociological and poli­

tical reasons new attitudes arising in Warsaw reached Gali-

cian public opinion with some delay and in a considerably 

weal-ened form. M.Baiucti, a young Galician writer, himself a 

fairly radical supporter of the insurrectionary movement in 

the h mgdom of Poland, gave the following account of the 

mood in the middle of 1861: 

0 Zydach dlrugie b/iy dysputy. Jedm sa^ia, inni 
przeciw rownouprawnieniu Zyd6w. Dzis nawet, gdy 
opinia przechyllla sie= na I orzysc Z/dciw, tysiace-
bym naliczyl, l-tdrych to uprawmenie i nt omodu je i 
uwaztij^ je jal-o chwilowe mal.um_nec;essarlum (28). 

'There have been long discussions about Jews. Some 
are for, others against equal rights for the Jews. 
But even today when public opinion has shifted in 
favour of the Jews I could count thousands who are 
not comfortable with the idea of equal rights and 
who regard it as a temporary necessary evil. ' 

28) EJpidion /M.Balucl-i/ "hJasze grzechy" in Czv.tel.ma dla 
miadziezy., 26 (1861), pp. 210-211 

http://Czv.tel.ma
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III. THE 1850ss TRENDS IN THE LITERARY PORTRAYALS OF JEWS. 

Depictions o-f the Jewish world clearly reflected the 

transitory character of the 1850s. While the traditional 

image continued to predomi nate, a new stereotype o-f the Jew 

began to emerge in Polish literature. In the romantic tradi­

tion the Jew typically represented the economic element in 

the li-fe of Poland's landed nobility. The relationship be­

tween the landlord and his Jewish tavern-f eepers and credi­

tors, loyal or disloyal to the nobleman in managing his -fi­

nances or dealing with his peasants, remained the single 

most common "Jewish" theme (29) . 

If this approach mirrored the prevailing feudal pat­

tern of the Polish-Jewish encounter, the second emphasized 

the Jews' lint \o the expanding capitalist economy along 

with the modernisation of their way of life. Writers focused 

on the upward mobility of the assimilating stratum of Jewish 

society and its increasingly visible passage into the Polish 

world. While romantic literature dealt with the traditional 

Jew, its more realistic successor stressed the growing cul­

tural and social differentiation of Jewish society. Yet Jews 

as a social group were increasingly treated as a distinct 

29) See M.Opalsli, Ihe_J_ewish_Tayern-l_eeBer_and_hi_s Tavern 
iD_yLDS£seQth-CgQtury_PoLlSh_L^tBrature, Jerusalem 1CJS6 
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organism pursuing its own political and economic strategies. 

The anachronistic stereotype of Jewish figures and of 

situations in which they appeared in the romantic tradition 

was first observed by J. I. h raszewsl 1 in 1843. Unusually 

sensitive to new cultural trends, Krasnewsl1 contrasted the 

monotony of literary depictions with the picturesque rich­

ness of real Jewish life. In Latarrua czarngtsi.esLa (The 

magic lantern, 1843) he called for more realism in depicting 

contemporary social Ijfe, including Jewish society. 

Dlaczego opisuj^c Zyda, lontentuja^^ sie» wszyscy 
zawieszaniem pejsow I brody, nalozemem jarmui"!-l 
(.. . ) zawsze jednal owo, jednostajnie makij^: tat 
peine rozmaitosci I charal-teru zydowstwo nasze. Ss^ 
Zydzi i Zydzi a jedni do drugich jal niebo do zie-
mi niepodobm (30) . 

/'Why, in depicting a Jew, do writers content them­
selves with hanging on beards and sidelocls and 
putting a yarmulIe on the Jew's head, portraying 
always in the same way and with the same monotony 
our Jewry, so diverse and full of character. There 
are Jews and there are Jews, as different as earth 
and si- y. / 

!• raszewsl-I " s "Histona Herszla", included in Latarnia_Cnar-

Q°Lsi.£sLa.« a picturesque story of a Jewish smuggler whose 

wife runs away with a nobleman, translated into literary 

practice iraszewsl1"s desire to breal with the dominating 

convention by providing the reader with a "photograph" of 

Jewish life. Kraszewsl1"s theoretical remarls, however, 

passed over in silence the predominantly negative or comical 

30) J. I.I-raszewsl I , Latar ni a_czarngjLsiesjLa (1S43>, I-ral dw 
1978, I, p.219. 
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•features attributed to Jews in pre-1863 -fiction, a -fact acf-

nowleclged by some contemporary intellectuals. Newer histori­

cal research confirms that 19th century writers were aware 

o-f that negative image but held divergent views on how to 

interpret it <71) . Waleria Marrene, the -first Polish writer 

to deal systematically with the literary perception o-f the 

Jew, characterized his prevailing image in pre-Positivistic 

literature in the -fallowing manner: 

Pr:es dlugi. szereg 1 at jesli u nas Zyd wchodzil do 
] lteracl-lego utworu, reprezentowait on jedynie 
pierwiastel z*y, lub l-omiczny. Qd te3 reguty nali-
czymy zaledwie parq wyjâ tl-6w. (..) A poniewaz po-
wiesciopisarze nasi malowali ja^/ludnodc zydowsl a, 

M.O./ glownie w stosunl-u do chrzescijan, dziwic 
sis, nie mozna, IZ wprowadzali ja do swych utwordw 
pod postaci a,, f at torciw, oszust6w, lichwiarzy, czyli 
przedstawialI j ^ w roll w jal iej najcze_scie_j wys-
tepuje wzglqdnie do ogiiru. Rola to by-Ira albo nil--
czemna alba smieszna ale zawsze upol-arzaja^ca. (..) 
T>m sposobem pi smienmctwo, zamiast -lagodzid, po-
wiej-szato wzajemne rozdraznien ie, a to tern bar-
dziBj, :e w si-utet upadt u dobrobytu I-rajowego, 
l-westie fmansowe zysl-iwaly coraz wiej-sze prawa 
obywatelstwa w powiesci, a z tego powodu Izraelici 
pojawiali siê  na I- artach Isiâ zel tern czejdciej, lm 
bardziej powiesc stawa3ra sie, odbiciem zycia l na-
bierata barw realnych (32)u 

/For many years a Jew appearing in a literary wort 
represented, with very -few exceptions, the nega­
tive or the comical element. (..) Our writers de­
picted Jewish society mainly in its relationship 
to the Christians. Not surprisingly, then, Jewish 
middlemen, cheats and moneylenders were introduced 
as representatives o-f the Jewish population. Port­
raying the Jews in the standard rale which they 
played in relation to the non-Jewish world, the 
literature presented this role as either base or 
comical, but invariably humiliating. (..) In that 
way fiction exacerbated mutual irritation instead 
of defusing it. After the country"1 s prosperity 
decreased and the discussion of financial matters 
gradually came to be accepted in belles lettres, 
the Jewish characters appeared more frequently-
The frequency of these appearences was the great-
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er, the more realistically the novel mirrored real 
life. 

Tn her essays published by lygqdnit_IIystrawaQY. in 1S79 

Marrene not only noticed the negative stereotype o-f the Jew 

rooted in the classicist and romantic traditions but tried 

to explain it in terms of the prevailing pattern o-f the Po­

lish-Jewish encounter. This pattern, according to Marrene, 

exposed the Pole's to the least attractive elements o-f Jewish 

society, the more positive -features o-f which remained hidden 

from Polish eyes. Marrene dad rial question the legitimacy of 

this perception. At the same time, however, she correctly 

observed the increasing visibility of the Jews in contempo­

rary Polish literature and linted this growing visibility to 

the expansion of the capitalist economy on the one hand, and 

to changing literary trends on the other. 

The impact of these combined factors expressed itself 

in the confusion surrounding the Jew's place in the social 

71) Such opinions were expressed by Warsaw Jewish assimila--
tionists centered around D.Neufeld's Jytr£.en}_a in the 1860s. 
A.hraushar"s account of a discussion an the image of the Jew 
in contemporary literature quotes M.Jastrow as defending the 
legitimacy of the negative perception. I-raushar himself eva­
luated pre-1863 portrayals of Jews as negative, an opinion 
he shared with some other Polish writers. A.I-raushar, "Wspo-
mnienia. I art!-a z niedawnej przeszlosci", in L~LIi|jsLL§ Lkilill. 
ieyszowa dl£ yc2czenta_B^fddiiecLfcioletnie_l dz±.ai.al.Qaj»c.i 
JiliLC^ssewsLieSQ' Warszawa 1880, p. 503? W. Marrene, "1-westia 
zydowsl-a w powiesci sp6iczesnej", lY^Ddni.lL_!!_ystrQwany, 1^9 
(1879), p.253; H.Salle, "Zydzi w belletrystyce dzisiejszej", 
i n Bi_bl_ioteLa Warszaws|_a.n 1 (1905), pp. 133-150. See also 
R.Czepulis, op.cit., pp. 275-380 

32) W. Marrene, "fwestia zydowsl-a w powiesci sp6arczesnej" , in 
lY.ga.dniI Ilusbrgwany., J 9Q (3 879), p. 253 

http://lY.ga.dni
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structure, a can-fusion that intensified as the Jewish quest 

for improved social status grew stronger. Signs of diversi­

fication in Jewish themes in literature appeared sporadical­

ly in the 1840s. For instance, a number of ideologically, 

diverse authors (33) dealt with the question of intermar­

riage, a theme that became one of the most frequently trea­

ted "Jewish" themes in the post-1863 period (34). All of 

them discussed a possible match between a Pole of noble an­

cestry and a totally assimilated, well-to-do and sympathetic 

convert to Christianity, or between Christian-born children 

of converted Jewish parents. One of these characters, a ta­

lented and rich physician "with a noble facial e>;pressi on", 

an "honest Christian" hardly identifiable as a Jew, sent the 

daughter of a bantrupt aristocrat a ring with a golden effi­

gy of Christ (35). Although — characteristically enough — 

none of these love stories ended happil/, the massive intro­

duction of the intermarriage theme in this sociological con­

tent reflected major changes in the Polish-Jewish encounter. 

The number of Jewish character? deviating from the ste­

reotypical figure with yarmul I e and sidelocl-s continued to 

grow rapidly in the two decades preceding the January upri­

sing. J. I .!• raszewsl l " s Sfinx (1846) introduced the highly 

33) A. Wil !• orisl-l , §£iQhetQy_Qi_ezna_lgmY_, (1847"M; J.for:e-
niowsl-I Zydri. (1843)5 I. Hoiowinsl i , Rechel., (1347>. 

34) J.Szacl-i, "Asn/t a Z/dzi", Nas;_l_yrier, 28 August 1922 

35) A. Wi 11-onsl-I , S5_lachetn'£_Qie5_naJLgmy, ins F'amot^ i. ra~ 
motLL* v- Poznah 1861-62, pp. 127-157 
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idealized figure of a Jewish painter whose arrival in Wilna 

caused a sensation in the city's artistic community. 

- 2yd malar:1 rzel 1 Jan z podziwem. Cos dziwnego w 
3 stocie' 
- Zaprawde,, niepospolite ijawislo1 '76) 

/- A Jewish painter' said Jan with admiration. 
Something strange indeed1 

- Indeed, an uncommon phenomenon1/ 

Jn J.horzeniowsl-i's novel KgUgLacja (1847) an important 

role is played by a young Jew, Szloma, the Polish-educated 

son of a well-l-nown Jewish physician. Szloma, a graduate of 

the prestigious Liceum I- rzemieniecl le, is presented as a 

highly gifted, sensitive man, constantly Lorn between 

"higher instincts" and the fatalism of his "Jewish nature". 

The identification of the latter with capitalistic values 

is repeatedly emphasized in the novel. His "Jewish nature", 

for instance, prevailed aver "higher forms" 

w spasobie wyrazania sie_ czysta, pal szczyzna,., w 
cjrzecznos'ci I stroju (77) 

/in his way of speal ing a perfect Polish, in his 
manners and clothing/ 

and, finally, in Szloma"s decision to return to the tradi­

tionally Jewish tavern-l eepmg business and mal-e his living 

as a tavern-l-eeper and a rich estate-owner's middleman. 

76) J. 1.1-raszews! l , Sfiruj., Poznari 1874, pp. 127-128 

77) J.l-orzeniowsl-l, tQlLQLacaa, in Dz ie£a_wy.brane, I, I- rs\ 6w 
1954, p.227. For the discussion of l-ollol-acja from the point 
of view of conflict between capitalistic and pre-capitalis-
tic values, see li.Opalsli, op.cit., pp. 42-44 
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Among a number of Jewish characters appearing in J.I o-

rzemowsh's early play Zv.dzi. (The Jews, 1347), the writer 

introduces a young Christian-born landowner. His freshly-

acquired aristocratic title and considerable fortune male 

him the object of cynical matrimonial intrigues in an aris­

tocratic environment. Fully aware of being manipulated. Ba­

ron kajewicz expresses bitterness about the ambiguity' of 

his social status. Rejected by a noble girl whose hand he 

was encouraged to seel-, he accepts his defeat with "dig­

nity". Although the Jews in ( or:eniowsf i's ZY.d?_i. appear as 

predominantly positive characters, the title of the play 

illustrates the perception of the expanding capitalist men­

tality as "jUdai:ation" of Polish life. The play, highly 

critical of the money-obsessed Volhynian nobilit/. presents 

the Poles as more "Jewish'1 than the Jews. The meaning of the 

title appeared clear to contemporary critics, including the 

most democrat1cal1y-minded of them, Edward Dembowsl I. In his 

positive evaluation of forzeniowsk's corned/, Dembowsl-I 

wrotes 

/\ orzemowsl- 1/ wystawia mi strzowsl-o szachrajstwa 
magnatAw woiynsl-ich, I- torych dla ich mecnosci 
f: yd ami nazywa (38) . 

/ O orzemowsl- I ) presents in a masterly manner the 
swindles of the Volhynian magnates whom he calls 
Jews for their ignoble deeds./ 

Individual departures from the traditionally Jewish way 

of life continued to attract Polish attention in the lS50s, 
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giving birth to a gallery of increasingly acculturated Jew­

ish characters. In J . I. Kraszewsl i " s Jermgia (1856), -for 

instance, a rich Jewish tavern-4 eeper in Eastern Poland 

CZUJ&JZ jLiz trzos nabity 1 waznosd swojego po3roze~ 
nia, powoli chgrowad_:ac:^nai_na_(iiorej[Q|" f3p) . 

/having filled his purse and feeling the impor­
tance of his condition, slowly began to suffer 
from lordly pretensions./ 

Among the characteristic symptoms of the Jew's "siclness" 

was his large, recently built tavern, whose architectural 

features and interior decor are clearly reminiscent of a 

typical nobleman's manor. In L.W.Anczyc s ElLSsiEY. (The 

Raftsmen, 1355) both of the play's GalIcian-Jewish charac­

ters deviate from the traditional stereotype of a rural Jew. 

The acculturation of the more conservative of them, Chaim, 

is symbolized by a red umbrella that he wears with his tra­

ditional blacl- dress. The pitilessly ridiculed cultural am­

bitions of the second Jew in the play, Edelstein, reach much 

farther. They include attending theatre and opera, subscrib­

ing to Viennese newspapers and art periodicals, reading the 

Polish-language Qz^s, playing the violin, having affairs 

with women from various social strata and, generally speal- -

ing, pursuing the way of life characteristic of a well-to-do 

Polish nobleman. Edelstein, a rich wheat trader and former 

tavern-keeper, is presented in Anczyc's play as a blac-

38) E.Dembowsli, E'LI(DIsnQictwg_BQls£Le_w_zary.si.e, 1S45 p. 
367. 

39) J. 1.1-raszewsl-i , Jeiimgla (1856), Wroclaw 1948, p. 49 
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I-mailer trying to obtain sexual favors from a debt-ridden 

peasant girl. His Polish, full of misused and mispronounced 

foreign words and grammatical errors, a language of repul­

sive ugliness, plays an important role in portraying him as 

a negative character. 

In the novel Fgwi.e4i_be22_tY.tuiu (A novel without, title, 

1853-4), J.I.Iraszewsti traces a complex and unbiased por­

trayal of a well-to-do Wilna Jewish family, whose three ge­

nerations represent three different cultural worlds. Love 

for a Pole involves its youngest member, Sara, a girl of 

extraordinary beauty and great spiritual richness, in a 

conflict of loyalties, and forces her to mal-e radical cultu­

ral choices. Having liberated herself from her conservative 

environment, far away from her hometown, Sara mal-es a spec­

tacular career as an actress. This success, however, does 

not breat Sara's faithfulness to her Polish lover. Sacrific­

ing her own happiness, Sara chooses to save him the pain 

which would inevitably follow from a mixed marriage. 

In Metamgrfozy. (Transformations, 1856) r raszewsl-1 tells 

the story of a competition between an idealistic, religious­

ly- inspired Polish physician and a unscrupulous, money-

minded Jewish doctor. The ethically unacceptable methods of 

the latter destroy the professional life of the Pole. Ano­

ther Jewish doctor with a recently Polonized name appears in 

J.Korzeniowski 's yQwe_wg,drow_i _oryqinala (New wanderings of 

an eccentric, 1858). The moral insensitivIty of this good-

http://Fgwi.e4i_be22_tY.tuiu
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-looking man is revealed both by his aggressive courtship o-f 

his aristocratic patient's wife and by deliberate negligence 

which hastens the death of the sick. Unlike his two col­

leagues, the previously mentioned Jewish doctor in A.WiIkon-

ski's Szl.achetny_ni.e2naiQm^ <The noble unknown) represents 

the highest moral standards. 

These and other similar Jews, the first generation of 

emancipated Jews to appear in Polish fiction, are marked by 

another common features their special connection with Germa­

ny and their receptivity to German culture. It is no coinci­

dence, of course, that Kraszewski's Polish-born painter grew 

up and received his education in Hamburg nor that Sara's 

theatre career could be traced back to Berlin. Anczyc's pre­

tentious wheat trader dreams of leaving behind "barbaric 

Galicia" and settling in Vienna. Kol.l.gkacia's Szloma, while 

strongly influenced by the life style of his aristocratic 

classmates, read Leasing''s Nathan__der_Weise at home. More 

often indirectly than directly, the literary images link the 

German Haskalah movement to the motivations of Polish Jews 

in their emancipation. 

The literature of the 1850s recorded, in addition to 

individual attempts by Jews to break away from the ghetto, 

another important developments the rise of a rich, secular 

and assimilated Jewish bourgeoisie. Literary portrayals of 

this new elite soon became a major "Jewish" theme of Polish 
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•fiction. The first depictions of this milieu appeared at the 

very beginning of the decade (J. I. !• raszewsl 1 " s Dwa ^wLSty 

(Two worlds, 1851), J. rorzeniowsl- 1 ' s Nowe_wesdr̂ wi.i._Q!:'£9LD#ii; 

(1851)), at a time when the Jewish banl-er^s status as a vil­

lain was solidly established in Polish fiction (40). They 

became more common from the middle of the 1850s onward with 

the publication of novels such as I-raszewski " s Metamorfg^y 

(1858) and Qhurqby___wi_eLu. (The diseases of the century, 

1856), forneniowslTs tX^WQl (The relatives, 1856) and 

J.U.Niemcewicn*s Rot 3333 (The year 3333, 1858), worl s that 

introduced the Jewish bourgeoisie as a standard element of 

the social landscape portrayed in literature. 

These navels articulated, on the one hand, the accumu­

lating resentment which the accomplishments of this highly 

visible group generated in various strata of Polish society. 

On the other hand, they betrayed preoccupation with the up­

ward mobility of Jews in general. This concern found its 

characteristic reflection in expressions such as "Zyd szejne 

marejne'1, referring to a Jew whose modern urban "elegance" 

distinguished him from his more traditional coreligionist, 

and "chorowac na marejne", meaning "suffering from exaggera­

ted lordly ambitions". JermoJa's tavern-l- eeper is not alone 

among the previously discussed characters to be described by 

one or both of these expressions (41). Both these and many 

similar terms entered the mid-century Polish vocabulary; 

they applied exclusively to Jews. The popularity of 

40) R.Czepulis, op.cit., p.358 
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J.U.Niemcewicz-s Rqk_3333 (1858) and images such as the dra­

matic description o-f Warsaw s Dgrod Sasl 1 (Sa;;ony Garden) 

being "invaded" by the Jewish public in a "tal-e over" which 

is compared to the biblical siege and -fall o-f Jericho (42) 

indicate the increased "pushiness" of Jews in contemporary 

perception. However, by associating this characteristic with 

a fsirl/ large stratum of Jewish society, with groups -far 

exceeding the narrow assimilated elite, Polish writers tend­

ed to exaggerate its extent and distort its nature. In fact, 

3 n times o-f accelerated social change the upward mobility o-f 

Jews, attracted more attention than that o-f any other group. 

The debate on assimilation that -followed the emergence 

o-f an increasingly Polomzed Jewish elite coincided with the 

renewal o-f interest in Franl-ism. Literary portrayals o-f va­

rious converts to Christiamt/ often included those whose 

Jewish origan — as in the case o-f the doctor in Wi 11- oris)- l " s 

Srlechetny. n^e_na_gmy. — could be guessed -from the slightly 

"oriental" -features o-f the "upper parts o-f the -face" alone. 

The /nam characters in Chgrgb__w^s_u, for instance, were 

Christian estate-owners o-f vaguel / Jewish ancestr> . 

41) The importance of their sociological connotations is 
best illustrated by the -first depiction o-f LQiL_-_§c_a/s 
Szloma: "Blizej t-u drzwiom stal Szloma fr:emienicl i. Szloma 
L»yi Zyd edul-owan/ I szejne morejne. " J. I- orzeniowsl- 1 , op.cit. 
p. 227; /Closer to the door stood Szloma trzemienieck. Szlo­
ma was an educated and szejne morejne (type o-f) Jew./ 

4 2) SzL_cg___Q_Cl=LL__EL__oLDgia_SasL_egg_Dgrgdu, Warszawa 
1858, p.77 * 
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Bog jeden rac:y wiedziec o pochodzemu pana Dem-
bora, nazwislo niby nasre, o !• rwi 1 rodzime 1 
przesziosci u.h, rebznxe ludzie mdwiâ . Jednx , przy-
l-iadajâ c re4 ê  do twarzy 1 wsl-zuja<c niby lzraelsl â  
brade_, szepca^ a jerozo] imsl- lej genealogix, drudzy 
gtosnisj 1 4nuelej m6wia.o dziadziumu I upcu w 
najblizszym wo jewodz I-lm miescie, m m c;arno na 
biaiym przel-onuja,, :e go potwierdzita heroldia a 
nawet da-ta mi i armes parlantes Dembaroga (43) . 

/God onl y I nows the real origins of Mr.Dembor. His 
name has a native ring but opinions differ as to 
the -family's ancestry and past. Some people raise 
their hands to their -faces in a gesture alluding 
to something 111-e an Israelite beard and whisper 
o-f Dembor"s Jerusalemite genealogy. Others tall- — 
louder and more resolutely — o-f his grandfather, 
presumably a merchant in the nearb/ town. You can 
also hear assurances that evidence o-f Dembor" s 
membership in the noblility can be found in the 
armorial, and even accorded him the coat of arms 
of Dembordig. / 

But while f raszewsfl remained ambiguous on the question 

of Dembor s Jewish descent, discussing it in terms of gossip 

rather than genealogical evidence, the "Jewishness" of Dem­

bor 's ethos appeared as a fact established beyond an/ doubt. 

Despite his unique qualities as exemplary citizen, l-now-

ledgeable agronomist and gifted administrator, Jan Dembor 

was the source of contamination, infected with the "di­

seases" to which I-raszewsl-I s title refers. The main symp­

toms of the "disease of the century", that West European 

virus which spread through the urban and mostly non-Polish 

ethnic element, were materialism, soulless practicality and 

— generally speaking ~~ the new capitalist lifestyle. The 

very sight of Dembor"s prosperous, geometrical villages, 

with their carefully measured and numbered lots, their lden-

43) J. I .Kraszewsl-l , CharQb/^wieMj^ Studium Bi;tQlggi_czne 
Lwow 1874, I, p.15 
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tical fences and solidly built houses, represented in \ ra-

Bzewsh's eyes -Foreign influences, as did the alienation of 

their inhabitants. 

IMie po:nas: I ra_,u swego w t/m zajatl-u tat przerobionym 
1 ur;aj.d:onym ,: cudzoz lemsl- a ' (44) 

/You won't recognize your country in these places so 
transformed and arranged in a foreign fashion/ 

Nowy zywot zaspatajal wprawdzie ich /mi esz I-anc6w -
li.Q./ ctelesne potrzeby, ale ich ochladzat, uczylr ego-
lzmu, mater jal lzowalr, wystudzal l ogalacai z uczucia, 
odzieral- z poezji. Paznad nie bylro mozna w tych zniem-
czalych I sprotestanci a3rych chUropt ach I szlachcie weso-
tych l-mieci \ zamaszystych czynszowni I- 6w naszych, a 
pan6w braca . . wszystko to po zydowsl-u m6wilo tyll-o o 
groszu, p^dzita :a zysliem, snito a zarabl-u, obawialo 
sif straty wie_cej niz grzechu... (45) 

/Though the new life satisfied (the inhabitants') bodi­
ly needs, it stripped them of their human warmth, 
taught them egoism and materialism, devastated their 
emotional life and made them prosaic. You wouldn"*t re­
cognize in these germanized and protestantized villa­
gers and petty gentry our jo/ful peasants and our fel­
low brothers (i.e. members of nobility), the petty nob­
lemen full of character. In a truly Jewish fashion they 
tailed only of money, ran after profit, dreamed of 
gains, and feared losses more than they feared sin./ 

Kraszewsl-l was not alone in associating the capitalist 

transformations in Polish society, including the growing 

power of money, with the irreversible destruction of the old 

world. In Qhgrob.y. wi.gi.LA, WL§££°CY.__WQiY.risi_i_t (Volhyman 

evenings, 1S59), Mftamorfozy and other writings of that 

period he obsessively depicts the vanishing of the old civi­

lization in catastrophic terms (16). 3n Chgrgby_wie!_u even 

the birds and wildflowers shun Jan Derabor's inhuman villa-

44) and 45) J.I.\ raszewsl-i, op. cit., pp. 11 and 45-46 

http://wi.gi.LA
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gets, p a t t e d p l a n t s p e r i s h f o r lacl- of human warmth i n t h e 

windows of h i s e l e g a n t r e s i d e n c e , Dembor s f a c e i s - f rozen 

and " l i f e l e s s " 111-e i c e , w h i l e t h e theme of d y i n g r e c u r s 

c o n s t a n t l y i n I-raszewsl-1 ' s compar isons and metaphors ( 4 7 ) . 

I r d s z e w s t i p e r c e i v e d t h e Jews — and p r e c i s e l y t h e most 

modern ized s t r a t a o-f Jew ish s o c k e t / — no t o n l y as a f o r c e 

r i s i n g on t h e r u m s of t h e o l d w o r l d (whose f a l l i t a c c e l e ­

r a t e d ) bu t a l s o as one wh ich s u c c e s s f u l l y imposed i t s own 

v a l u e s upon European c u l t u r e . 

R z e l l b y s : e t a ludz l -osc cala o s z a l a l a , : e ja__ 
c h w y c i l a j a l as choroba z a r a z l i w e i , jal- as gorayzzla l 
manja . . . o n iczym m e miwia,, m e s l u c h a j a , , na rue 
n i e p a t r z a ^ p r o c z g r o s z a . ( . . ) o b r z y d l l wosc uczulrem 
d l a tego tl-umu nawrdconego przez I z r a e l na w i a r q 
z ydowsl- \ i z y c i e zydowsl- l e . . N ie mozna t e g o nazwad 
m a c z e j s - s p e l n i l y s i q pr zepowiedn i e , p r z y s z i o 
l r 6 l e = i t w o I z r a e l a i ban l - l e r z o s t a l panem ^ w i a t a . 
( . . ) S t a r a Europa, p e l n a r e l i l - w i j z y c i a z g a s i e g o , 
zadnego n i e ma zwiaz l -u z t a now^, I- t d r a na J S J 
gruzow] si u l - oc :u je jal- nardd p rzybyszdw. ( . . ) Peifr-
no grobow p a s t a c i a l b r z y m i c h , zdab/wcdw, b o h a t e -
rdw., m | c z e n m l 6 w , swie_tych, a wnul I i c h w s z y s c > . . . 
z y d z i . Jedno j e s t t / l l - o co ten dlwi a t r o z d z i e l a na 
dwa o l b r z y m i e p o l - o l e m a , w y b i t n i e sie_ od s i e b i e 
r d n n t a f . e , j edno jal- zyd w dorobl-u s l -api o b r z y d l i -
w ie i b r u d n o , d r u g i e j a l zyd boga ty nadyma s i ^ , 
uzywa, zbytJ u j e I p o p i s u j e zdobycza^ ( 4 8 ) . 

/You would t h i n l - manl-ind has gone c r a z y , caught by 
a c o n t a g i o u s d i s e a s e , some l- ind of f e v e r or ma­
m a . . . Theiie peop le don t d i s c u s s , d o n ' t l i s t e n 

16) A d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s v i s i o n i n I-raszewsl- l " s Wi.ec.zgry. 
wo ty r t sL ie ( lSS^) may be found i n W.Danel , "} raszewsl- I ego 
d roga do p i s a m a Rachun l j iw" , Pa(ni^tni tL_Liter_acl : , i< 1 ( lc?56,1 , 
pp . 2 7 - 3 0 ; f o r \ r a s z e w s l I ' s v iew of t h e Jewish r o l e i n t h i s 
p rocess see a l s o A . E i s e n b a c h , Lwest^a_rgwnguBrawn^eQia_Z^'d6w 
w I- r 61 es tw ie_Pgls l_ i .m, Warszawa 1^71 pp . 267-265 

47) \ raszewsl- I s nove l was d e d i c a t e d t o " t h e memory of our 
u n p r a c t i c a l f a t h e r s as a modest c r o s s on t h e i r g r a v e " . 

http://Wi.ec.zgry
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to, don't care about anything other than money. 
{..) The sight of these crowds converted by Israel 
to the Jewish faith and Jewish way of life, dis­
gusted me. We have to face it: the prophecies have 
come true, the I- ingdom of Israel has arrived and 
the banl-er has become the master of the world. The 
old Europe, full of relics of an extinguished way 
of life, has no connection with that new one, 
which — 11 \ e a tribe of uprooted newcomers — 
leads a nomadic life on the ruins of the old 
world. (..) Tombs of gigantic: personalities are 
everywhere, tombs of conquerors, heroes, martyrs 
and saints but all of their grandchildren are. 
Jews. There is just one thing that divides this 
human world into two gigantic tribes, substantial-
]> different from each other. The first, 1i Ie a 
Jew before he gets rich, scrimps disgustingly and 
dirtily. The second, lile a rich Jew, puffs itself 
up, lives in luxury and proudl/ displays its ri­
ches. / 

Ouch ideas were echoed even by writers who, 111- e J ^ o -

rzeniowsl-l — commonly considered a forerunner of Polish 

Positivism -- showed a considerable understanding of econo­

mic matters. Although the ideals I- orzeniowsl- i advocated 

could hardly be defined as a defence of capitalist values 

(49), his response to capitalist changes was more differen­

tiated than that of Kraszewsl- i . But even in f orzeniowsl T s 

eyes the Jews represented "easy" money, the morally ambi­

guous wealth generated by unproductive financial operations. 

The opposition between money created by productive and 

by unproductive labour provides the plot structure for I-o-

r:eniowsk"s! version of the medieval Twardowsl-I legend. The 

48) J.I.trassewsli, ditamorf gzy_, Lwow 1374, pp. 13-1° 

49) As J.Bachdrz notes, in [ orzeniowsl- i ' s no\els income from 
an ideal, wastelessly run landed estate does not generally 
exceed that of last /ear. J.Bachirz, op.cit., pp. "75-76. 
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story, incorporated in Nowe_wejdr6wLL_QCY.9LD§i<l* *a novel 

considered to be the prototype of the rgman_a_these in Po­

lish literature), recounts the adventures of a nobleman who 

axccordmg to the myth sold his soul to the devil. In I-orze-

niawsti-s version Twardowsl- i returns home -from Hell on a 

recruitment assignment for has master. Constantly changing 

identities, Twardowsli exposes his victims to the temptation 

o-f "lelti pieniadz" (easy money). Only the few righteous one 

who resist the temptation a.re saved from disaster. 

In this context Twardowsl- 1 * s frequent connection with 

the Jews is hardly <s matter of coincidence. In two of the 

story's episodes Twardowsli appears in the guise of a Jew. 

In the first ca^e, assuming the identity of a Jewish convert 

to Christianity and a moneylender, he talis a young clerl 

into borrowing money, thus manipulating the young man's mis­

placed social ambitions and encouraging his foolish hopes 

for inheritance. In the second case he appears as a "Zyd 

izejne morejne", sn elegantly dressed wheat merchant with a 

surprising l-nowledge of contemporary French novels. His mis­

sion this time is to tall- a nobleman into tidnapping a beau­

tiful but poor girl to whom the nobleman is attracted. The 

Jew encourages him to enjoy the girl without marrying her, 

while l-eeping open the prospect of mating "easy money" b/ 

claiming a substantial dowry from someone else. In the third 

episode a Jewish jeweler eagerly succumbs to Twardowsl- 1 ' 5 

blandishments, abandonsng his honest profession and engaging 

in moneylending. In the last "Jewish" episode Twardowsl-1 
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lures a traveler into a Jewish tavern to play cards, yet 

another source of "easy money". In three out of these -four 

cases Twardowst i " s complete success is followed by -financial 

ruin and the resulting suicide o-f the victim. 

Contempt -for "easy money" is also apparent in f or:e-

niowsl l's portrayal o-f the Warsaw Jewish bourgeoisie in 

LCi-yQi." The novel recounts the life stories o-f two brothers 

brought up in stril-ingly different milieus. The older of 

i hem, Eugemur,;, grows up among aristocrats, developing — 

beside exaggerated social ambitions — a distaste for the 

"simplp" pursuit': characteristic of the lower social strata. 

Eugenius-i quiet 1/ succumbs to the temptation of the "easy 

life" by accepting wort as secretary to a Jewish banl er. His 

younger brother and t aneniowsh's tpol asman, Tgnacy, fol­

lows a different path. By becoming a carpenter the hardworJ-

inq /oung man chooses a highly original career for an im­

poverished young man of noble ancestr/. Unlite the older 

brother, Ignac/ shuns an/ contact with the Jewish plutocracy 

as socially and morally improper. His resentment of this 

group as a whole intensifies after he discovers that his 

aunt is the mistress of Baron Geldson, Eugi eniuss"" s em­

ployer . 

Geldson, a millionaire, spo! en of djsrespectful1/ even 

b/ his own servants, is presented as an arrogant and .air, 

nouveau riche. Another Jewish banter in the no*el, Ollusti 

— a former "Zydet z Oltusza" /a little Jew from Oltu-sz/ — 
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is portrayed in a more posibive light. In contrast to Gel id-

son, 011 List 1 males no attempt to hide his humble beginnings 

as a shop assistant and generousl / supports the proteges o-f 

his noble acquaintances. An old residence in the outslirts 

of Warsaw, which the banter purchased -from a ruined noble­

man, provides a gathering place -for the cit/"s Jewish elite. 

011-us!-1, whose bad taste and preoccupation with ever/thing 

"golden" border on caricature, installs a shooting galler/ 

in the gardens surrounding the manor. There, in the shadow 

o-f lindens recalling the past glory o-f Folish aristocrac/, 

"the entire synagogue" (including its numerous Christian 

members) practice shooting in an effort to overcome their 

atavistic fear o-f firearms. 

Initial 1/ the spoiled "aristocratic" brother sees no 

major objections to worting for a Jew and socializing with 

his friends. Increasingly however, the -feeling o-f aliena­

tion and social degradation, draws him closer to Ignacy. 

Eugemus: (..; siedziai w larie I aretv Geldsona I 
m/sla-i o swym polozeniu. Dziwny jat is ogarnajt go 
smut el- . By-It on prawie jeden w tej lompami, tat 
rdzne 3 od wszystt lego co lubi-t i do czcgo przy-
wyl- i . (..) Czu-t on si| tarn zupelrme obc/m 3 m gdy 
g-3re_biej nie c;ul :e z tych s-fer 'ar,ztotratvcz -
nych/ gdzie Irolowata piejnosc, gdzie go otaezala 
niesl onczonosd, spadt do jatiejs ciemnej izb>, 
pe-Jnej welslow l zlota, za! ratowanej I z zelarriymi 
drzwiami, gdzie go otrajzyly osob/ z ma 1 eh I im ser-
cem a wielta^ I leszema,, dla I tdrych na ziemi nie 
b/lo innega celu jal z/st, innej litery jst c/fra, 
innego Eoga jal- mamona. A chocjai i pomi^dr, nimi 
widzial uczciwvch i dobrych, che/tnych do przyslugi 
l g-iadtich w obejsciu, ale ogoi ten razil go prze-
sada^ zbyttu, nieznuerna^ proznoscia. we wszystl im, 
pretensja^ peina^ smi esznoscj L niewtasic] wego nad-
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stawiama sie_, nade wszystlo za<-i braliem zupeln/m 
podmer-ienia 1 do jalichs wyzszych celdw zycia,, do 
mysli odlatujaoych od menu, do ItAr/cli potrzebne 
sat s\ rzydia, jsl ich z banl-ocetli :lepicl m e mozna. 
To uwagi dal / mu uciucie jaltegoi g*f=bol lego poni-
renia. (..) Czegsto Eugemus.: praeujajr w Iantorze 
Geldsona, sl/sza_c tyl I- o brzej srebr? \ ten szwar-
got niemiecl oizraelsl-i , 1-tArego jed/n,m eel em, 
tresciSj. 1 duszaj. by* pienia^dz, wstrzapai su-i w swo-
jBj szJachtnej 1 wyzszej naturze I prz/chodza * do 
podobnych nad sobâ . i droga^swoj^ reflelsji." (J1"''1 

/Eugenius: (..) sat in the corner of Geldson"s 
carriage and thought over his situation. A .strange 
madness filled him. He was almost alone in this 
company (i.e. the only non-Jew), so different from 
everything he 111-ed and to which he was accustomed 
(..) hie felt completely alienated and nsver rea­
lized more clearly that from those spheres (i.e. 
aristocratic society) devoted to the higher ideal*, 
of beauty and eternit/ he had fallen into some 
l-ind of darl cellar full of gold and banl notes, a 
cellar with grated windows and iron doors, where 
he was surrounded by people with tiny hearts but 
large pocl ets. They I-new no goals other than pro­
fit, no letters other than numbers, no God other 
than Mammon. And though he met among them some 
good-hearted, well-mannered, helpful and honest 
people, the majority repelled him by their exces­
sive luxury, their limitless vanity, their comical 
pretentions and improper manners. Above all, how­
ever, the/ repelled him b/ their complete lac I- of 
higher aspirations in life and of thoughts capable 
of detaching themselves from the earth. Such 
thoughts needed wings which could not be replaced 
by banl- notes. These reflections filled him with a 
feeling of deep humiliation. (..) Worling in Geld-
son s office, Eugeniusz often listened to the ring 
of gold and to that Germano-Israellte jabbering 
whose only goal, content and soul was; money. This 
made Eugenius: thml- about his life and the path 
he had chosen — and he shivered in his noble and 
higher nature./ 

Eugeniusz"s final breal- with Geldson and his milieu is 

presented by rorzeniowsti as Ignacy"s well- deserved moral 

victory. Finallv realizing the error of his ways and 3 ool- -

ing for a healthier way of life, Eugeniusz leaves Geldson's 

50) J.r or z en lows I- l , tCgwru, II* in Dz iela_w/jbrane, V, i-ral-6w 
1954, pp. 281-282 
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offices to join the imperial army. 

The publication o-f J. U. Niemcewi c: " s RQL_3^3/3_CSZJLL_'2!§G 

QI§!M.Ychanv. (The year 3333 or the incredible dream), under-

tal-en by Pr^eglad Ponnahsi.1. in the tense climate o-f the 

"Jewish war" (1858), reflected a widespread fear of Jewish 

economic influence along with a desire to slow down and even 

arrest the process of assimilation (51). Niemcewicz"s pre­

viously unprinted pamphlet, I nown jn literar/ circles since 

it was written at the beginning of the century (52), not 

only reflected the mood of the late 1850s but also appeared 

to address directly the ongoing debate on the "Jewish ques­

tion". The editors anticipated that readers would interpret 

the pamphlet as a reversal of PrneqiajdTs position s/mpa~-

thetic to the idea of equal rights. They therefore hurried 

to assure the public that their decision to proceed with 

publication was due solely to the literary quality of the 

wor I- (53) . 

Rg| 3333 was the first Polish wor I- to develop on a 

51) For this interpretation of Ni emczewicr' s wort- see A.Ei-
senbach, op.cit. p.281§ and R.Brandstaetter, "Moszlopal is", 
in ML§£Ie£*iQLL_ZY_dQWsi_:L 2 (1932), p.32. 

52) Bee R.Brandstaetter, op.cit., p.39. After its second 
edition in 1913, Niemcewic:'s worl was incorporated in the 
main body of Polish anti-Semi tic writings, as Brandstaetter 
notes, pp.40-41. 

53) Prs.eglatd_.Pa=naris!_i.H 26 (1853), the editor's introduction 
p. 346 

54) R.Brandstaetter, op. cit., p.39 
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large scale the concept of an organized Jewish conspiracy 

directly threatening the existing social structures (54). 

Poland's transformation into a sinister Judeo-Polonia, a 

nightmare vision (sen niesiychany) -from which Niemcewi c:' s 

narrator awal- es in terror, appears there as the final stage 

in a long-term strategy successfully pursued by assimilated 

Polish Jews. The pamphlet's plot is set in Warsaw, now re­

named Moszl-opolis after its new Jewish ruler. 

There is not much left of the old Polish capital in 

this Judaized city. A thicl layer of mud covers its once 

elegant streets, while the pornographic program of the ci­

ty's theatres best reflects 3Ls unhealthy eroticism. The 

Frasinsl1 palace is transformed into a tavern, as are many 

other buildings symbolizing in Polish eyes the glorious na­

tional past. Spiders drop from the dirty roof of the royal 

palace during a reception attended by new-style "aristo­

crats" who speal an abominable mixture of Yiddish and 

French. The city's Folish population, including the impove­

rished and humiliated nobilit/, el-es out a living by serving 

their new masters. The process which in the author's visa on 

led to the Jewish tal-eover of Poland had some parallels to 

the legal status of Jews as it was debted in the late 1850s. 

Nie orezem oni podbili Polal-6w, lecz sztul â, pod-
stepami, przel-upstwems nie wiem dol-iadme, jal- to 
by-la, lecz gdy raz otrzymali prawo wchodzema do 
urze_dAw, nabywania w-tasnosci ziemslich, nie nie-
zmordowanej przebieg-losci ich 1 wyl- retom tamy po-
lozyc nie moglo, tal-, ze z wiel-ami zgnietli Pola-
^ dw 1 Chrzescian, sami opanowali wszystl-o, a gd> 
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nil-t nie chciai brudno zaszarganego l-rdlestwa, 
wybrali sobie Ir6la i starozytna^ Pol si-% Pal estyn^ 
nazwali (55)„ 

/They dad not conquer the Poles with arms but with 
ruses, bribes and tricts; I don't remember exactly 
how it happened. But once they received the right 
to hold public offices and to purchase landed es­
tates, nothing could stop their tireless shrewd­
ness and intrigues. As centuries passed, they 
crushed the Poles and other Christians and gained 
control o-f everything. But since? nobody wanted the 
dirtily ravaged I- mgdom, the/ chose their own ting 
and renamed ancient Poland Palestine./ 

The climate of the Jewish war also affected an exchange 

of ideas which could have generated an important discussion 

on romantic versus non-romantic trends in literature. In 

1857 J.tlaczta, a prominent romantic critic, unfavorably 

reviewed J. I orzeni owsl-l " 5 novel _re_n_ <56) . In a brilliant 

essay Klaczl-o anal/zed the novel in terms of new, non-roman­

tic values in which he rightly saw an erosion of the roman­

tic concept of literature (57). Unable or unwilling to res­

pond to the critic" s arguments, and tal-mg them as a perso­

nal affront, I- orzeniowsl- l retaliated by exposing I lac:to's 

55) J.U.Niemcewicz, Rol 3373_czv.li._sen QLlli__h.an.y_.. po--
przedzil wstepem a sprawie zydowsl iej w Polsce Nie Wiem I-to, 
Warszawa 1913, pp.8-9. 

56) A detailed account of the exchange between l-laczl-o and 
I-orzeniowsl-l , including information on related literature, 
may be found in J.Bachdrz, __a___m_bez __hm_r_e_ _az_Y__ 
Stud_a __BS_I_i___D__«___f__LSC__DLS_sLl__Q. Warszawa 1979, 
pp.53-69. See also S.l-awyn, "Julian t-laczio _,at o recenzent 
"Krewnych" I- orzeni owst lego" , in Prz_gla^_Nau__H_stgry._zQ_ch 
__S_Ql_c_ny.ch, IV, -Lodz 1955. 

57) J.Klaczl-o, _L__WQI___E,ew_t___E_Q___6_e_a_^ 
go. (Przedrul- z Wi3domo_icj._Pp_l skicji") Paryz 1S57. 

http://3373_czv.li._sen
http://QLlli__h.an.y_
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Jewish bacl-ground. In IiQte_L§j.dany;, a play written in I860, 

I orzemowsl 1 depiched him as a paid agent o-f Polish aristo­

cracy in exile. Moreover, in the play llaczto's attacl on 

Lcewni appeared as part o-f the Jewi sh-aristocratic conspi­

racy directed against genuinely Polish literature (58). 

58) J.Bachorz, op.cit. P.66--6"7 
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C H A P T E R T W O 

T H E P A T R I O T I C M A N I F E S T A T I O N S 

1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 2 

1. THE ROMANTIC ROOTS 

To the generation o-f Micl-iewici and Slowacl-i, the -first 

generation o-f romantic writers, Poland's leading role in the 

historical process was an unquestionable -fact. Their idea 

that the Polish nation should lead the progressive march of 

manl-md — no matter whether the progress was understood in 

terms o-f revolutionary struggle or of moral advancement — 

appeared to be substantiated by the importance o-f the "Po­

lish question" in European politics of the early 19th cen­

tury. In -fact, the rebirth of the partitioned Polish state 

would have necessitated a revision of the political status 

quo in Europe. In mid-century, however, this scheme became 

increasingly out-of-date. The breal-down o-f the revolutionary 

wave of the 1840s weal- ened belief in the solidarity o-f the 

European nations, a fey to the romantic understanding of the 

historical process. 

Micl'iewic:" s concept of Poland as the Christ-of-nati ons 
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differed from that of Golgotha, the common symbol of Polish 

fate in the years of the January uprising,, The earlier vi­

sion of Poland atoning for the misdeeds of Europe emphasized 

the universal dimension of Polish suffering. Poland's cruci­

fixion redeemed the European nations liberating them from 

the yol-e of moral and political bondage. In the latter s/m-

bol , that of the msurrectionnarv Golgotha, this universal 

character was much less pronounced. Similarly, the announce­

ments of God's f mgdom on earth or of thp approaching srSi of 

Slavic supremacy, so characteristic of the earlier period, 

found by and large no echo in the 1860s. On the whole, how­

ever, the modification of the symbolic language did not al­

ter the prevailing spiritual climate. From the literary as 

well as the ideological point of view the January insurrec­

tion was the last belated (1) outburst of Polish romanti-

ci sm. 

In the Januar/ uprising romanticism collected its last har­

vest . 

Wybuchlo ono (powstame - M.O.) w czasie, I led/ 
nie tyl I-o wszystl-le wiell-ie utwory romantyczne 
zostaiy juz napisane, ale l w momencie, I ledy ude-
rzy-Hry one z caia^siia^w wyobrainie^, I iedy b/ty 
cnytane, a met tore, jal Siowacliego, dopiero za-
czfto czytsd l - mozna powiedziec "przelJadad na 

11 The epigonic character of this literature is stressed by 
several critics. For J.f ulczyct a-Salom the poetr/ of the 
January uprising ''did not open new perspectives in Polish 
literature". Father, it represented a "dead end in which one 
of the streams of romantic poetry got stucl- " and its adapta­
tion to a historical situation was substantially different 
from that which inspired the great romantic poetry. J.l-ul-
czycl- a-3alom , "Poezja powstama styczni owego" in D*LI§lr 
dzj^ctwg_L)gwstania_sty_czni_gwegg, Warszawa 1964, p. 66. 
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iycie" Powstanie stycnmowe romantyzmem byia 
wypeinione po brzegi, zwlaczcza mistyczna 1 hero-
icina tw6rczosn SJrowacI- lego oddz lalywalfa silnie na 
1 nspiratorow, tw6rcow 1 uc :estni I- 6w powstama <2) . 

/The insurrection brol-e out at a time when all 
major romantic worts had already been written and 
had -force-fully captured the; imagination; when they 
were being studied or, as in the case o-f Slowacl-i, 
when the? process o-f their reading and translation 
into social reality had just begun. The January 
uprising was filled to the brim with romanticism. 
The mystic and heroic worl s of Slowacl I e,;erted an 
especiall/ strong L influence on the mspirers, the 
organizers and the participants of the movement./ 

The Messianic philosophy remained an important source 

of inspiration to a generation which, in these years, most 

prominently represented the Polish cause. Basic notions of 

Messianic historiosophy, such as "nation", "sacrifice", 

"mission", "martyrdom" were still part of the living natio­

nal tradition. So too were the classic ideas of the Spring 

of the Nations; the belief in the integrating force of pa­

triotic feelings; the concept of the brotherhood of nations 

and Poland's crucial role in forging it; the idea of the 

hidden meaning of history manifesting itself through the 

spontaneous actions of human masses. These ideas, mass-re­

produced in simplified forms to suit the needs of political 

propaganda, were used eclectically and with little effort at 

incorporation into ideologically coherent systems <3). 

The early 1860s brought, along with growing political 

radicalism, a strong recession of non-romantic trends in 

2) M.Janion, "I swieci lanonier ostatni", introduction to 
Redut a^tz. oman ty_cz na_p_gez j.a_ru egod 1 egi.gici.gwa, War sz awa 1 ?7C?, 
p.71 

http://egi.gici.gwa
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literature. Qnce more, the revolutionary ideology of roman­

ticism, including its egalitarian and populist slogans, do­

minated Poland's life. With the appearence of a new genera­

tion of writers who denounced any sign of accomodation with 

the occupying powers, the pragmatic" orientation of some of 

the older writers appeared dead. J.l or:emowsti s last wort, 

written on the eve of the uprising, bitterl/ acl-nowledged 

the ban!-ruptc / of their non-romantic ideals (4). The sympa­

thizers of the movement, more or less closely associated 

with the so-called "reds", graduall/ silenced the conserva­

tive camp and tightened their control of the literary scene. 

Moreover, the "reds" scored an ideological victory b/ impo­

sing upon the conservatives a language — with a correspond­

ing literar/ symbolism — in which social reality was to be 

discussed (5). 

This approach, heavily loaded with the traditional ro­

mantic concepts of society, did not leave much space for the 

discussion of economic matters. Largely put aside, these 

matters yielded temporarily to the exaltation of the Polish 

3) E.Warzenica, "foncepcja patriotyzmu w powies'ciach \ ra~ 
r>zews!iego o powstaniu stycini owym", in D^iedzictwg 
iitsrac£i.l &SWstaQia__sty.cznigwego, Warszawa 1964 , p. 152; 
J. Namirowsl- a, Pe§.Sa.§ QDWitania__st^'czQigwegai. 2arys__ide-
QlQSLI" L W O W 1938, p.S 

4) J. I- orzen a owsl- I , Nasza_erawda. Scena z zycia Folsl-i z rol-u 
1863; the wori- s analysis may be found in J.Eachdrz, op.cit. 
pp. 67-60 

5) See R.Czepulis, op.cit., p. 334. In her discussion of the 
perception of social structure by contemporary public opi­
nion Czepulis stresses the substantial discrepancy between 
liberal opinions expressed publicly and those held in pri­
vate. 
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cause. This shift found its clear re-flection in the treat­

ment of the Jewish themes. 

T„ T. Jez ? s H]_t3tori.a Q_Q.rg.rEL3z.P.!Z^_wDyLy_l. BC£*l.9C£li:EC£l 

diL^dLy (The story of great grandfather and great grandson, 

1S60), for instance, emphasized the Jewish contribution to 

the struggle for Poland's independence. Both the Polish 

landlord and his faithful Jewish lessee were veterans of the 

November uprising. The novel's Jewish protagonist not only 

refrained from "cheating" the landowner and corrupting his 

peasants but was entrusted with supervising the education of 

the nobleman's children. In M.Baiucl-i's Pcs.echr.rta (The 

convert, 1860), a novel dealing with marranos in medieval 

Epam, the sympathetic treatment of the Jewish hero was 

coupled with calls for more religious tolerance. Moreover, 

by using the fate of the oppressed Spanish Jews as a cover 

for discussing Polish affairs (6) Batucl-i was the first to 

introduce a new symbolic language based upon parallel histo­

rical experiences of Poles and Jews. 

Loyalty to the Polish cause is the dominant feature of 

the old Jewish tavern-1-eeper, a figure clearly reminiscent 

of Janl-jel m A.MicI iewic:"5 E'^Q-Isideusz , in W.-toz insl- I ' s 

I<§LI||tv._dw6r (The enchanted manor, 1364). Written in Galicia 

in response to the patriotic agitation in Congress Poland 

(7), ssiLLltif-dwAr revives the romantic tradition of con-

6) For such an interpretation of Przechrzta see J.Macie-
jews[ i , Przedburzgwcy., Warszawa 1°71, pp. ?:i-64 and 19S-207 

http://Pcs.echr.rta
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spiracy aimed at regaining national independence. Although 

-tonrisl 1 " s plot develops in the Galicia of the 1940s, many 

details — the novel's treatment of its Jewish protagonist 

notwithstanding (8) — bring to mind the atmosphere o-f the 

early 1860s in neighbouring Congress Poland. The Jewish ta­

vern is at the heart o-f illegal patriotic activities in 

which t_ozirisl-i sees the expression of the most noble ideals. 

Only the tavern- \ eeper I nows all the secret ties between 

the characters in the pi a/ and their real and assumed iden­

tities. With the Jew s help his long-time friend and ally, a 

Polish nobleman (a character modelled on Father Rob a I- , Jan-

I iel"s partner in ___________ C l ) , is actively stirring up 

the peasantry. . 

Reverend B. Fel l nsl l " s short story ________ _____tny (The 

noble deed, 1856) republished in 1861, depicted a religious 

Jew as an exemplary citizen and his ethics as fully compa­

tible with those of a good Pole. The narrator in the story 

explicitly condemned antI-Jewish bias as "unjust": 

Szczera goscmnosc (. . ) i budujaca rozmowa gospo-
darza, 1-azaia mi zapommec, ze znajduje_ sif sVdd 

7) S.Frybes, "Dwie tradycje powstania styczmowego w litera-
turze polsl-ie.,", in ______________ teraci_1.e_gQwstan1.a_sty.cz2 
nigwego, Warszawa 1961, pp. 121-124 

3) This literary figure is discussed in M.Opalsli, ________ 
_s h _____________________ _____„__ ________ teen t h _C en tur _ _Pg~ 
ll_t3_L:_t_r_t_re, Jerusalem 1985, pp. 52-53 ~ 

<=?) S.Frybes, op.cit., p. 127; on _a_ _§__•__ wgr' s indebtedness 
to Pan _______ see also J . \ r zyzanowsl- 1 , introduction to 
W.-Lozinsl 1 - s Z___^t____gr, Wroclaw 1959, p. LXXI 

http://teraci_1.e_gQwstan1.a_sty.cz2
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rodzmy calliem rdznego ze mna^ wyznania, :e wis-
c:er:am z zydami, l-tdr/ch tal- mesprawid! lwie 
zwylli<imy nienawidziec. Zdawa-to mi sie, re goi:c:^ 
w polrewnym jalims domu, lub u przyjaznych mym 
rodei.com sa^siadow (10). 

'Their sincere hospitality (..) and edifying con­
versation made me -forget that I found myself" in a 
-family of different religious persuasion, that I 
was dining with the Jews whom we so unjustly hate. 
Tt seemed to me that I was a guest in a home simi­
lar to my own or that of some neighbors friendly 
L o my parents". ' 

relirisl-i's story was warmly greeted b> the assi mi 1 at 1 om st 

ilklkd?.§QLii 3 S a sign of favorable changes in tho Polish 

perception of the Jews. (11) This mew mood was also reflect­

ed by a number of articles and essays dealing with various 

aspects of past Polish-Jewish symbiosis which appeared in 

ihe contemporary press (12). Finally, a few sympathetic 

portrayals of the Jew modified his predominantly negative 

image in the didactic literature designed for lower social 

strata (17) . 

10) S. Fel insi l , "Czyn szlachetny" in Pow^esgj. ___§._. Sj.Fel_1.H31; 
iiJ_i_egg; 3rd edition, Warszawa 1377, p. 17 

11) The second edition of Felirisl-i s story was reviewed in 
Jytrsenl_<__ 24 (1861), pp. l^-i^a. 

3 2) Dee, -For instance, Elpidion /M.Baiucli,' "Nasze griech/" 
(Our sins) in Q£Y.tel nia_dla_ml ad J !,£!.£ 26 (186] )„ p. 210; 
A. Winiarsl- 1 , "Berel Joselewicz" in D2^enajJ__Li_teracLi. 8S-8° 
(1861); and L.Gumplowicz"s and A.Rappaport's articles on the 
ru story of Polish Jews in Dziennil Literac__l 27-23 and 85-86 
(1860> and 56-58 (1862). 

17) S.Bienias, "Z/d w literaturze ludowej" in Prnt-glad t_, 
g^dnjUDwy, 3Q82, p.167 

http://rodei.com
http://Sj.Fel_1.H31
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II. THE WARSAW CONNECTION 

While the tension between Poles and Jews decreased in 

I860, a decisive shift in Polish public opinion — -favour­

able to the Jews — occurred only in the spring of 1861. 

This breal-through was due to Jewish participation in the 

wave o-f patriotic demonstrations which marl-ed the spectacu­

lar rebirth o-f the Polish separatist movement. In many con­

temporary eyes it was not the uprising itsel-f but the Warsaw 

demonstrations which represented the highest achievement of 

the national spirit. The moti-f of their "miraculous" nature 

turns up repeatedly in contemporary literature. Typicall/, 

C. I- . Norwid" s poem responding to the Warsaw events referred 

to this "miracle" in the very first lines: 

Pytaszs co m6wie__ gdy warszawsl-ie d^ieci^ 
Wstawa oparte na cudzien (14) 

/You as I-s what do I say when a Warsaw child/ rises supported 
by a miracle0/ 

Interpreted in the categories of romantic historioso-

phy, Jewish participation in the Warsaw demonstrations be­

came a symbol of outstanding emotional importance. It was 

greeted by a flood of poetic manifestos and prayers e,:alting 

14) C.t . Norwid, " Improwi :ac j& na zapytame a wiesci z War-
s.^awy" (1861) in Pi&ma_ws=-£sU:Lg, I, Wiersze, i, Warszawa 
1971, p.383 
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the idea o-f Polish-Jewish brotherhood. As the single most 

prominent episode in current Fol1sh-Jewish relations, it 

etched itself strangly in the collective memory o-f the 

Poles. The Jewish presence in the demonstrating Warsaw 

crowds not only gave the events a unique colour, but also 

played a crucial role in creating the myth o-f the "people o-f 

Warsaw". This new category born of the upheavals o-f 1S61, 

was seen as the collecti.e incarnation o-f the national 

aspirations of the Poles. The concept of "the people of 

Warsaw", a category which included Jews and other strata of 

the urban population, waa to open a new chapter in Polish 

history. From the ideological point of view the appearance 

of Norwid's rebellious "Warsaw child" pointed to important 

changes in the Poles" self-image as a nation. 

This Jewish support,, greeted by many with disbelief and 

surprise, quicl-]y became one of the ph/sical proofs of the 

miracle of national umt>. Norwid wrote in 1861; 

Gdyby orzeczono, :e m e tyll-o szlachta, mie-
szcsahstwo, lud, ale nawet warstwa Zydow m e b«g-
d:ie bierns^ 1 Ujemna^ w sprawach, !• tdre cala. 
wszystlosd spoteczeristwa obchodza^ - wydawaioby sie_ 
to wymysJem.. (15) 

'If someone predicted that not only the nobility, 
the urban population and the peasantry, but even 
the Jews would not be passive and negative in 
questions of concern to the entire Polish societ,, 
] t would s=ound 111 c fantasy. ' 

3 5) C. Norwid, Pisma_EQl i_t£c2ne_3__fi Lgzof j_czne, London 1957, 
p. 119 
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Although the wave of demonstrations slowly spread from War­

saw to other cities of Russian Poland, Warsaw remained the 

centre of both the real and mythical events. It was there 

that the ritual of "bratame s:| z Zydanu " (fraternizing 

with the Jews) first crystallised to provide the rest of the 

country with a ready-made pattern of rapprochement. Its sym­

bolic expressions — patriotic services held in churches and 

synagogues, common singing of songs, exchanges of gifts be­

tween houses of prayer, the displa/ of signs of mourning for 

Poland's lost independence, the sudden proliferation of the 

term "Poles of the Mosaic persuasion" as a form of addres­

sing Jews -— spread out of the capital. This movement from 

Warsaw to the provinces is evident in W.Wolsli's "W gorach". 

This poem, inspired by a pilgrimage to the !3Wie_tol-rzysl-1 e 

Mountcuns undertal-en by a group of Warsaw patriots in 1861, 

reflects the spreading idea of the Fol 1 sh~-Jewi sh alliance. 

Mysmy wtedy szli do mi ash 
Rzec rownosci wyraz zywy 
Deptac przesajd - chwast Zjadhwy 
Prrer ciemiej?zc6w S3 any chwast. 
Dzwi ê zzat bratni I rzyl wesela 
7 piersi chrzescian I Izraela 
Gdy Ujrzata miejsla wiara 
I rwawi\ barwe_ w tie sztandara. (16) 

/Then we went to the towns and cities/ to bring them the 
message of equality/ and to fight prejudice/ the poisonous 
weed planted by the oppressors/ the cry of brotherly joy 
came/ from Christians and Jews/ when the urban population/ 
recognized our red flag./ 

Not surprisingly, then, Warsaw represents the most com-

3 6) M.Wolsl-i, "W gdrach" (136?) in M.Janion, Eedut3JL_rajnaQ-
tYCzna_Bgezaa_nieeodLeglo^ciawa, Warszawa 1979, p.245 
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mon setting for "Jewish" motifs in the early stage of the 

January uprising. Participation in the gatherings, proces­

sions, religious* services and bloody confrontations with 

Russian troops, as we]] as involvement in activities orga­

nized by the Polish underground, are a standard element in 

biographies of Jewish patriots. The main hero of W.Wolsli"s 

poem "Mosiel-", a Folonized young man who worts among Jews to 

win their support for the Polish cause, shows them his arm, 

"wounded in the April slaughter" (17). The main Jewish cha­

racter in W.>oszczyc"s W_SQQjju_wg]LQgsc;i.« who identifies 

himself as "a Pole and a Jew at the same time," recalls how 

he carried the cross, sang "Boze cos Polsle_" and was shot at 

by cossacfs in Warsaw in the spring oi 1361 (18), The noble 

old Natal l , in A. Ur bansl-i "• s Pgd_£giumQ£^Z/ygmunta (Under the 

statue of ting Sigesmund, 1880), collects money for the Po­

lish patriots and hides their documents. He is finally 

felled by a Russian bullet while bearing a cross in the 

streets of Warsaw (19). In Dwa_izrae3^e Jewish blood shed at 

17) W.Wolsti, "Mosiel-" in J . Wi ncz a!-lewicz Izrael__w eg<§Zji_ 
£9L§!_I<IJ. « Paris 1961, p. 123 

18) W.l-oszczyc, W_DQDLy_yQlQ9^EL ^In the fire of liberty) in 
QJQQIMLQ Dgmgwe 71 (1886). D.Fajnhauz claims that "Boze cos 
Pol si-eg", the famous patriotic song, A prayer asl-ing God to 
restore to Poland its lost national independence, was sung 
in the synagogues in its Yiddish-language version. D.Fajn­
hauz, "Ludnosc :"*ydowsla na Litwie l Bia-torusi a powstame 
styczmowe" in Biyletv.n_ZIH 37 (1961), p. 23. This informa­
tion, however, finds no confirmation in the literary1 mate­
rial. 

1?) A.Urbarisli, Es^LsLkWDDs^Zygmunta in ytwgry__Egetyczne 
Lipsl- 1884, p.267 

20) N.N. Dwa„Izragle, in F'£m^a£ti_i__z_.l863_rgLu, Lw6w 1S6Q, 
p.7 
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Warsaw's Sigismund Square miraculously brings bacl- to life 

"the harp of David", the symbol of Israel's ancient glory 

(20). In P.Willartsfa's novel Na aggraniczy (1864), the 

"mysterious, unearthly farces" unleashed during the Warsaw 

demonstrations initiate "the brotherhood with the Jews who 

mal-e unprecedented sacrifices on the altar of our common 

love" (23). 

This Warsaw connection systematically appears in most 

of the worl-i> dealing with the insurrectionary movement in 

the provinces which note the pro-Polish attitudes of the 

Jews. In J. Dz ler: I- owsl- i " s Qhrnest_D.gl.sLi. (1865), for ins­

tance, "the growing attachment to Poland" on the part of the 

Podolian Jews is explained by their "terrible oppression and 

legal discrimination" by the Russians (22). Their active 

support of the Poles, however, cr/stallizes only with the 

arrival from Warsaw of the idealistic and completely Polo-

nized grandson of a local tavern-4 eeper (23). The lint be­

tween the periphery and the centre frequently expressed it­

self in the transfer to other geographic surroundings of the 

events occurring in Warsaw (24). 

21) P. Will- on si- a, Na_eggranic_y (1864), in E'LMSa_P_y_iQ_-___L„ 
WiLt_li_LL§j.« VII, Poznari 1864, p. 9 

22) J.Dzierzl-owsl-l , C_r_e3t_Pol___ (1865) in Dzienrul- _.__• 
terac__ 11 (1865). 

23) I am indebted to Prof. I.Bartal for drawing my attention 
to the symbolic importance of the movement of persons, 
letters and news between Warsaw and the provinces which ap­
pears frequently in both Jewish and Polish traditions. 

http://Qhrnest_D.gl.sLi
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Generally speatmg, the literature under study is cha­

racterized by a st ri ting scarcity o-f information about the 

concrete situations and ways in which Jewish support mani­

fested itself. It is true that the patriotic attitude of 

M.Jastrow inspired M. Romanowst 1 " s poem "The rabbi", and the 

raljbis Jastrow and Meisels <B.r<a mentioned by name in a few 

worts. From time to time we find in this literature a weal 

echo of the patriotic services held in synagogues in Dan1 to— 

wiczowsta and Nalewti streets and of the edifying sermons 

delivered there by unnamed, patriotically-minded rabbis. 

Warsaw assimi 1 ationists such as D.Neufeld, M.Epstem and 

M.Rosen appear to have served as prototypes for certain Jew­

ish characters in J. t. I raszwest1"s Z_d (25). 

In another novel, Dziecie S_aregg______a (The child of 

the Old City, 18&3> J.I.f rasiewstl mentions a Jewish member 

of Warsaw's Del.cgdiCj.a_mi.eji.sl_a (the Municipal Commission,1 as 

well as representatives of an unspecified "recently enriched 

bourgeoisie" ] n the city t> delegation to Governor GorcHataw. 

Jewish participation in the Municipal Commission is elabora-

24) For a similar parallel movement in the Jewish tradition 
cee, for instance, M.Ba-taban s discussion of Opatoshu s Yid­
dish-language novel In th__Pg____ woods. M.Bataban, "W 
przededniu powstania Styczniowego", in _•____<§ h__t_r______ 
Warszawa 1927, pp. 178-180 

25) An attempt to identify them has been made recently by 
some Polish scholars. A.Zyga, __g___m_z_dg___i. ii twor-
£SQ_-ci _._•_£____§.__ in: _gc_n___!_g_i__-__ H__tQ____ng-
Liter act. _e _, Wroclaw t rat 6w Warszawa l̂ &.A, II, p.203; B.Os-
m61st a~Pist orsta, Pg___aQie____y__n_gw_ w tw6rc_g_c_ 
J_I__C?*5_ews_i_gg Towarzystwo Naukowe w Torumu, Prace Wy-
dzia-tu f i lologi czno- fllozoficznego, XIV, 2, Toruri 1°63, 
p. 137 

http://Del.cgdiCj.a_mi.eji.sl_a
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ted in Zyd. There are Jewish faces among the young men un­

dergoing secret military training in Szy.ieg (The spy, 1365) 

<26) . Here and there we -find acl-nowledgemen t of a Jewish 

presence at the -funeral o-f -five victims who -fell on March 

28. Some remarl-s on the government's favoring the Jewish 

middle class at the expense o-f the Poles seem to refer to 

Count Wielopolsl-i s -famous speeches to Jews and the Catholic 

clergy. On the whole, howe/er, the authors" lacl- o-f interest 

in reconstructing the actual events mates these -fictional 

sources of little or no value in any attempt to place the 

Jewish element in the uprising's early phase in a broader 

sccio-historical context. This lacl- o-f attention to factual 

detail is accompanied by a considerable preoccupation with 

the hidden historiosophic sense of Jewish attitudes. 

26) In I-raszewsl-l " s novels dealing with the Januar/ uprising 
there is no mention o-f other episodes of Polish- Jewish re­
conciliation, on which he commented as the editor of Gazeta 
Cgdri_enna. These include the admission of Jews into guilds 
of merchants 74-75 (1361) and craftsmen 77 (1861;, exchan­
ges of gifts between churches and synagogues 73 (1361), and 
a Jewish contribution to help finance the Easter celebra­
tions of poor Christian craftsmen. 
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III. THE JEW WITH THE CROSS 

The literary perceptions of Polish-Jewish rappro­

chement seem to cluster around one particularly powerful 

symbol: the legend of the student Michai Landy s death du­

ring the spring manifestations of 1861. Landy appears as a 

literary hero under his own name (Dwja_ Israel.! (1869)). We 

see him as a prototype of major literary characters 'NatalI 

i n E'Qd_Lolumnat_.Zygmunta) and of other Jew] sh figures (111-e 

fos:c:/c's Janl-iel in W_agQiu_wgLQQ|=ci. and the white-haired 

Jew in J « Zacharyasiewi c; * s Sw^ety_Jur ) portrayed as carrying 

the cross in the streets of Warsaw. In fine arts, the scene 

of Landy"s death inspired painters such T.R.Fleur/ ("The 

demonstration of April 8, 1861") and A.SzyL ("The statutes 

of Kalis:"). 

The motif of the cross tal en by a Jew from the hands of 

a fallen clergymen is a common denominatar of Landy-legend 

in its numerous variations. While its symbolic interpreta­

tion generally follows the same pattern, the portrayals of 

the Jewish hero are strilingly short on specifics. Literary 

and historical writings diverge considerably as to Landv s 

basic social characteristics (27>. Moreover, there is a sub-

27) Divergences include his age, occupation, first and last 
names. Landy, Landa, Landau, Lande, Laude a.re among the most 
common variations of the latter. 
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stantial discrepancy in the way in which the legend and the 

/ictim's -father account •for Mi chair Land/ s death <2S) . 

The long anonymous poem Dwa_£zr£tel.e (The two Israels, 

1869) represents the most common pattern incorporating the 

Landy legend in the national mystique. "Alexander Lands" 

appears in it as a sacrificial lamb whose blood miraculously 

r-eal 5 the alliance of "the two Israels", the brotherhood of 

Poles and Jews. 

] oddal serce narodu swojego 
Ach' Ty wybrany z ludu wybranego 
Abys dwa ludy na wiel-i polajr-zyi, 
S-tlub dw6ch naroddw I rwia^ swaj, dol-onczyl. (29) 

/And he sacrificed the heart of his nation/ you, chosen 
among the chosen people/ to unite forever the two peoples/ 
to seal by blood the union of two nations/ 

The defense of the cross b/ the Jew, an act hardly com­

patible with the prevailing religious stereotypes, is the 

central element in this symbol. The crass, a symbol of re­

demption and of Poland's fate, ennobles the Jew and ulti­

mately leads to a shift in his theological status. His sac­

rificial death, which in its overall concept reveals a close 

similarity to Christ's, is followed by- his spiritual eleva­

tion. Moreover, the Landy episode clears the way for the 

2S) Henryt Landy s account passes over in silence the epi­
sode of the cross. M. H. Pî tl- owsl- i explains this amission as 
"circumstances embarrassing to a religious Jew", M.H.Piat-
[ owsl- i , "Nieznany iycioryc- Michata Landy", Wia.dgmg^ci. _Li_te-
racJie 45 (1932), p. 3 

29) N.N. Dwa_I=rael.e, in Pamiacti,i__z_lS63_rglLu, Lwdw 1369, 
p.7 
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collective elevation of the entire people of Israel. In 

C. I- . Norwid"" s famous poem Z'j/dgwi.e e e L M ^ (1861) Landy s 

sacrifice plays a crucial role in accounting for the sudden­

ly perceived change in Jewish behavior. This change is 

linl-ed by Norwid to a symbolic choice, both moral and poli­

tical. Opting for "Irzyze za I tire s i | l-ona" (the crosses 

for which one pa/s with one's life) and rejecting the "gold" 

offered them by other nations, the Jews give, on both spiri­

tual and political levels, proof of solidarity with Polish 

aspirations. In a number of worts this collective ennobling 

of Jews assumes the farm af Israel's de facto acceptance of 

Christian values. 

Mezczyzna: (..) 

W dziejach swiata' D 
Wieczna warn zgroza i 
Ze gdy \rz/i tiul li 
Bronil go - 2/d. 

Niewiastas 

Zyd1"4 2/d^ 

Mereryzna: 

Tat, Zyd 
Zyd z l mi e m a, z I ryml- l , z g3rowy 
Lecz jus duchem bxaly lew 
Zoimerz to jii: Chrystusowy 
Przsz mitosc, prawdq 1 irew. (30) 

/Man: 0 enemies' To the end oi the days (you will be 
stigmatized)' by horror and shame that is falling upon 
you/ When the (Christian) czars rose against the cross'' 
a Jew defended it/ (Woman:) A Jew"1 A Jew""'/ (Man:) Yes, 
a Jew./' A Jew by his name, >armull e and features/ But 

30) I- .Balirist i , "Widzenie" in: Haslo_eglsJLLl, Poznan 1362, 
pp.9-11 

wrogowie' 
wstyd 

- Carowie 
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spiritually already transformed into the white lion/ 
Already (serving as) the I night of Christ/ through has 
love, truth and blood./ 

Lile the sacrificial death of Christ and its equi­

valent, the martyrdom of Poland-Christ-of-the-nations, 

Landy's death generates a higher form of life. Bestowed 

with redeeming power, L<=ind/ s blood miraculously ferti­

lizes the so31 from which an "evangelic plant" springs 

up, winning "mi 111one" of followers. 

Miodziericza piersi' arfo Jehowiczna 
Pa I- t6rej zagrat gromami Jehowa 
Tys I rwawa^ rol c-\., gdzie ewangi el l czna 
Roslma wschodzi wiell-a - milionowa (31 > 

/Young blood, you are Jehovah's harp/ on which he 
pla/ed with thunders/ You are 1iIe bloody soil in which 
the evangelic plant grows millions of roots/ 

The 1ml between the transformation of the Jews into a 

nation of "I nights" ("lud Izraela zmienia sie w ryce-

rza'"> art the one hand and baptism on the other, is 

traced even more e-cplicitl/ in Dwa_kraele. In the 

poem, the fatally wounded "Jew with the cross" is bap­

tized by a priest who, in the absence of water, uses 

the blood of Polish victims to perform the ritual. 

I tal- nasz chfopcze1 nie drzysz (onaj^cy 
Tyllo wznosisz I-rzyi nad wszvstl-ie czola 
1 tal my widzim Judei amola 
2 arl-a^na ionie pod I- rzyzem nie drza^cy 
A stary I-apt an pragnie ochrzeic ciebie, 

31) N.N. "Monturis", Dziennil Literacl_i_i ~*0 (1863), 
also quoted in Pieirt_D_gi.sLa_j.S63_r.._, Warszawa 1D21 pp. 
62-64 
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Lecz wody m e ma, polst-a (• rew on zbiera 
Ltora plyn^Ja szeroho w ulicy 
I chrzci - chrzci ciebie w polsl-iej blystawic/. (32) 

/You do not shiver on your deathbed, oh our boy,/ but 
you raise the cross over the crowd's heads/ and we see 
the Judean angel/ under the cross with the arl- on his 
lap./ The old priest wants to baptize you/ but there is 
no water, so he collects Polish blood/ which -floods the 
street/ and baptizes you in the Polish lightning./ 

Tn 3.Goszczynsll"s unfinished drama Ostatnie_m|czertstwg 

E°Lj§Li L S5UC£wychst^ni.e (The 3 ast martyrdom and re­

surrection of Poland, 1861), Satan s comments additio­

nally dramatize the parado:: o-F the Jew who becomes 

"zoinierzem I-rzyza Chrystusowego" (the soldier of 

Christ's cross), to be tilled in a Christian assult on 

the symbol of their faith. Seen through the eyes of the 

evil spirit, the Jew's death is presented as a direct 

result of Satan s rage over the betrayal of his long-

--11 me a 11 v . 

Szatan: 

- Co t o j e s t " 1 Zyd"* Zyd chwyta znamie_ Chrys tusowe 
I podnos i go nad t-Hrumu g£owe_ 
SUi eri' dmi e re Z / d o w i 1 Ognia p i e l - l e l n e g o ' 
W n i e g o w y s t r z a l y wszys t ! l e , w n i e g o ' 
Ha1 F'adl t r zema k t l a m i p r z e s z y t y , 
A z mm l - rzyz , zmyty posol-% I rwawa^. 
A z mm l - r zyz , w b t o t o w b i t y . ( . . ) 

32) N.N. D w a _ l 2 r a e l e , i n Pamiaj t i . i ._=_1863_roLu, Lwow 1869, 
p. 8 

33) S. Goszczynsl- l , Qstatni§_m§jzzenstw^_PgLsj_i _ i =JME t wy_ch -
I t a n L I i n S .P igon "Or a t o n urn w ieszcze S . G o s z c z y r i s t l e g o " , i n 
EE^£E b L s t o r y c z n g - l L t e r a c L i e i _ L l i a a a _ = b L g r g w a _ £ u ^ 
cegg_ChrzangwsLlg:gg, I-rai dw 1Q36, p .436 
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A ty niewierny mi Zydzie, ty zdrajco' 
F:'oznaies, ! to mocniejszys czy mdj oi6w, 
Czy tarcza niebiesl-ich anioidw'1 (73) 

'Satan; What's that"1 A Jew"1 A Jew grabs Christ" s symbol/ and 
raises it over the crowd's heads/ Death' Death to the Jew' 
(Direct) against him all o-f the hell's fire/ ha1 he fell hit 
by three bullets/ and along with him fell the cross in the 
mud/ (..) You unfaithful, treacherous Jew/ now /ou I-now 
who s stranger: my lead/ or the shield of the angels'1/ 

This prevailing response to the legend of Landy"s death 

is also confirmed by a number of historical accounts. Some 

of these sources emphasize the rapidity with which the Landy 

episode — translated into messianic categories and thus 

transformed into a powerful myth — spread in numerous 

versions in insurrectionary Warsaw. 

Fatt ten, rozgloszony przez liczne opowiesci, stal 
sie_ w ustach agitatardw jednym wie_cej dawodem 
braterstwa obu naroddw, "zapi ecze_towanego teraz, 
ja! m6wiono, l-rwia,". Starano sie_ wypadl-owi temu 
nadadl jails' osobliwszy, mistyczny charal-ter. "His-
toria ^wiata, mowiono 1 pisano pdimej m e ma r6w~ 
nego temu wypadl owi , I- t6ry pomimo caiej rzeczywis-
tos'ci obrazu otoczyt siê  urol-iem jsl by jal-iejs 
cudownej sredniowiecznej legendy". "Godio m^l 1 
Chrystusowej, godlo odl-upiema i zbawienia," wola 
inne pismo tej epol-i,"to najwzmo^lejszy wyraz 
idei braterstwa, Iŝ czâ cej pod sztandarem narodowym 
wszystl-ie wyznama 1 \ 1 asy spoieczenstwa"(34). 

/This fact, spread by numerous accounts, was used 
by the agitators as one more proof of the brother­
hood of both nations. Attempts were made to give 
3t a peculiar, mystical interpretation. It was 
later claimed and written that "a similar incident 
did not occur in the world's history since the 
times of Jesus Christ". Despite its factual na­
ture, the incident was immediately wrapped in 
something al-in to a wonderful medieval legend. 
"The symbol of Christ's crucifixion, the symbol of 
atonement and salvation", wrote another contempo­
rary periodical, "is the noblest expression of the 
idea of brotherhood uniting, under a common natio­
nal flag, all confessional groups and social clas-
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5SS. ' / 

Similarly, historical sources note beliefs in a prophecy 

predicting the impending arrival of Pol i sh- Jewish brother­

hood, a prediction which ~~ in the perception of man/ con­

temporary observers — came true with the appearance of the 

"Jew with the cross". Attributed to Antom Eichenbaum, the 

director of the Rabbinic School and a prominent leader of 

the Warsaw HasL.al.ah movement, the prophecy provided the 

motif for the patriotic demonstration at his grave that oc­

curred earlier on the day of Landy's death (75). According 

to the most common interpretation of Eichenbaum's prophecy, 

Polish-Jewish brotherhood was to be sealed by blood shed in 

solidarity by Poles and Jews in defence of a common cause. 

This is almost ei:actely the way in which "rabbi Eichen­

baum s" vision is worded in J . Zacharyasiewi c: ' s _w_j|t_" Jur 

(Saint Jur, 1863) in a scene depicting the Warsaw Jews pray­

ing at their "prophet s" tomb (76). Eichenbaum's name, how­

ever, does rarely appear in the literary accounts of the 

day's events, which typically allude to an ancient prophecy 

of unspecified origin. Occasionally traced bacl- to biblical 

times, the prophecy is instrumental in placing the Polish-

Jewish goodwill movement in a historiosaphical perspective 

and provides it with a respectable genealogy. 

74) Z.L.S. /W.Przyborov^ 1/ HL§tgrya_dw6ch_l.at.__1861 = lS62, 
part I, Ihe_y.ear_j.861, II, I rat-dw 1897, p. 777 

http://HasL.al.ah
http://Ihe_y.ear_j.861
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For example, in Dwa_I = raele the prophec/ is put in the rnouth 

of the dying Janl-iel, the hero of Mictlewicz's Pan__Tadeus£ 

(1834). Janliel, depicted as an heir of the ancient Hebrew 

prophets, predicts his son s death on the battlefield as 

well as the martyrdom of the "Jew with the cross". The sa­

crificial blood of the latter would ultimately lead to Po­

land's rebirth. Jenkiel's vision of the future is fulfilled 

in the nei;t generation, when his son, Janl-iel II, witnesses 

"Alel-sander Lande s" death, only to die for Poland during 

the same patriotic demonstration in Warsaw (37). 

35) A contemporary observer described the mood of this ga­
thering in the following way; "From Powaj:l-i /Warsaw Catholic 
cemetery/ the funeral cortege headed for the Jewish cemete­
ry, joining on its way a group of Jews who sang "Baze cai 
Pol si- ey. (..) There was a desire to celebrate Polish-Jewish 
brotherhood at the tomb of Eichenbaum, a Jew who devoted all 
his life to the Poloniz&tion of his coreligionists. Eichen­
baum, a decent and enlightened man, realized well the ne­
cessity of Jewish acceptance of the Polish language and cus­
toms. He spread this idea among Jews and predicted that time 
would come when the Jews would be granted equal rights and 
integrated into Polish society. His prophetic words came 
true. Common singing, tal I-s and hugs exchanged at his tomb 
provided new proofs of the real union between Poles and 
Jews, a union Eichenbaum so intensely desired. (..) On the 
two cemeteries, the world's two most suffering nations ce­
lebrated their brotherhood". A.Giller, t!i.DLfestacje_Warsnaw^ 
1361_r»., Stamsirawdw l^OS, pp. 91-93 

Zh) J. Zachar/asiewicz, ^wi|ty_Jurj._J3rema, II, Lips)- 1873, 
p. 127 

37) N.N. Dwa_Izraeie, in Pami.^LL_S._l.S63_roj_u, Lw6w 186c\ 
pp. IS and 32-33 
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IV. C.KNORWID'S "ZYDOWIE POLSCY". LITERARY RESPONSES 

TO THE WARSAW DEMONSTRATIONS. 

From the ideological point o-f view "Z/dowie poise/" 

(The Polish Jews, 1S61), Norwi d' s -Famous tribute to Jews 

supportive o-f Poland's national aspirations, is a typical 

echo o-f the Warsaw demonstrations. Written in the West by 

one o-f the leading Polish poet1; of the romantic period,, the 

poem is among the best I-nown worl s dealing with the Januar/ 

uprising. Extensively quoted in discussions of Jewish mat­

ters, "Zydowie pol&cy" became itself a s/mbol o-f Polish-

Jewish cooperation in the early 1860s. It should be noted, 

however, that "Zydowie polscy" are the on]/ lines written by 

Norwid unequivocally appreciative of tho Jews (38). Li I-e 

many contemporary observers, Norwid sees Jewish support as a 

"sign", a clue which helps to decode the hidden meaning o-f 

events o-f crucial historical importance. 

The poem's discussion of the Jews centres on the ques­

tion o-f Israel's place in the historical process 'both in 

its universal and its purely Polish dimensions'*. It seems 

legitimate to regard this theme o-f "Zydowie polscy" as a 

continuation o-f Norwid"s earlier preoccupation with the idea 

38) M. H.Pia/tl- owsl- i , "Norwid I Zydzi", Wiadgmgigi _Li_teracLie, 
39 (1932) p.l 
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of the "semaritv" of Israel. Mare than a decade earlier 

Norwid criticized the concept o-f "seniority" as -formulated 

by Mickewic: in S£*ad_zasad (Declaration o-f principles, 

1848). He perceived Mid iewic:'s call for "brotherhood and 

respect for Israel, our older brother" (39) as a dangerous 

concession to the Old Testament understanding of Israel as 

the chosen nation. Norwid feared Mickewicr and the Towia-

nist movement with which Mict Lewie:: was associated, as dis­

seminators of Judaic influence in the Catholic church. 

Manifest ten /i.e. S\_Zs\rt_za'zad - M.O./ w rzeczach 
l-osciola dajzy do dol-iadniejssego wyniszczenia dog-
matu i rozwolnienia duchowego — a I: tarn brat 
starszy Israel przewazne miejsce ma zajmowac 
tedy w ostatecznym rachunl-u (..) do synagogi zmie-
rza. 

/In church matters this manifesto aims at the 
destruction of dogma and promotes spiritual laxi­
ty. Also, since the older brother Israel is to 
play there a leading role, in the final analysis 
this is a move toward the synagogue. ' 

The redemption, Norwid argued, abolished "earthlv" 

chronology, the only basis on which Israel's claim to "se­

niority" could be made. His concept of Israel as theologi­

cally "younger" was based on the assumption that, as the new 

chosen people, Christianity too! over the privileged status 

of Israel. Norwid defended this claim in terms of a "new 

chronology", a new variety of historical time, established 

39) A.Mickewicz, SLL3cJ__£5sad, (1348), in Dziela, XII, 
Warszawa 1955, p.7 

40) C.I-. Norwid, Letter to J. B. Zalewsl- i dated April 14, 1S48, 
in Li_sty.a_„1339j;186i in Pi.&ma_WBzy.stJ_i.i« VIII, Warszawa 1°"*1, 
p. 62 
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since the Redemption, which invalidated the old one (40). 

Tn "Zydowie polscy" Norwid's understanding o-f the 

Christian election remained basically unchanged. The Chris­

tian Poles appeared in the poem as a nation chosen by God 

•for the accomplishment of o crucial historical tasl- „ Lite 

many other authors e;;alting the idea o-f Poli sh-Jewi sh bro­

therhood, Norwid clearly alluded to the Jews" acceptance of 

Christianity as a condition for their membership in Chris­

tian society. However, the relationship between the "old" 

and the "new" Israel, and their respective places in Bod's 

design, was presented in "Zydowie polscy" in a clearly modi­

fied form. 

Even though the redemption irreversibly ended their Old 

Testament election, the Jews, b/ sharing the fate of the 

Poles, reemerged as an active force on the historical scene. 

The similarity of their spiritual experience enabled the 

Jews to grasp the sense of and identify themselves with the 

New Testament mission of their "older" brothers. As allies 

of the Poles they played an auxiliary but constructive role 

in the divine plan. In the final analysis the brotherhood 

of the Polish and Jewish nations was accomplished through 

the elevation of Israel to the Christian concept of sacri­

fice (41). 

41) My interpretation of "Zydowie polscy" converges with 
that of Z. Stef anowsl-a in "Norwida spor o powstame" in 
US.U=(iS L£ t wu__ 1 Lti-LiIELIiL._B°ys£ani_a s t x'c zn i gwego, War =>z awa 
1964, pp. 78-81; and M. H. Pi â tl-owsl-l , op.cit, WlfidomajLci _L\_Z 
terac£i_e 39 (1932) p.l 
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Norwid's vision and similar messianic visions provide 

the most common pattern -for the interpretation o-f Jewish 

political behavior. We -find it in countless variations in 

both -fictional and non- -fictional literature produced in the 

1860s. In W.Dzwonl- owsi- i ' s treatise W_l_west 1 L_wlQici3n iLkS-H. 

Cysi_i_eJL__3u_z'i!/dQWGi.i.ej. (On the peasant, the Ul-rainian and the 

Jewish questions), published in 1862, Jewish participation 

in the Warsaw demonstrations "proved" the validity o-f Po­

land's historical mission. 

Zeszioroczne zlanie siq, w jednosd narodow^ zydcJw, 
w pierwszym tchnieniu zmartwychpowstania Polsli, 
swiadczy :e missya nasza, zawsze taz sama, l ze 
speinmie jej m e przestaio byd celem I warunhem 
naszego bytu (42) , 

/Last year c inclusion o-f the Jews in a national 
union, at the first sign of Poland's resurrec­
tion, proves that our mission has not changed and 
that its -fulfillment remains the goal as well as 
the condition o-f our existence. / 

In this respect, the main point made by the pre/iously-

mentioned Jewish character in Wolsli s poem "Mosiel-", is no 

less significant, Worl-mg to win his fellow Jews' support 

-for the Poles, he announces the arrival o-f a Messiah who is 

bound to change the course o-f history. The Jew identifies 

this Messiah as "narod-sierota" (the orphaned Polish nation) 

united with the "plemienny tu-iacz", (the tribal wanderer) 

metaphor clearly referring to the Jews. 

, o 

4-2) W. Dzwonl-owsl-I , W_Lwe3t i.i._w-lg4c :! ! .anst.i.ej J Ckl=:LLSa l : y -
dgwsl_iej_z„Bgwodu_obecnych_wy_B^d!_gw, Paryz 1863, p. 68 ~ 



Fage 37 

W imi^ wspolnych iez 1 meczeristwa 
"It Limy rozlicznych Zydzialow, 
W pejsach, bez pejsow - na nabozeristwa 
Wiodl do toscioldw Polatdw. 

Mdwil, ze Mesjasz 6w, co te.stnota 
Wiel 6w prryzywa go z piacrem, 
Zjawil sie=, :e m m nardd~si erota, 
Zbratan z plemiennym tutaczem. <47) 

/In the name of common suffering/ he led the crowds of /oung 
Jews,/ those with sidelocls and those without/ to services 
held in Polish churches./ He hold thern that the 1 ong-aws L tecl 
Messiah had arrived' This Messiah was the orphaned nation/ 
allied with the tribal wanderer. ' 

Similarly, in T.Lenartowicz" s poem "Izrael" <1S65) a 

Jew praying to God for the chosen Polish nation expresses 

the conviction that despite all the suffering caused by the 

defeat, in the long run the future belongs to the Poles. Hiss 

hope is rooted in the belief in God's special commitment to 

the Polish nation. Lenartowicz"s poem reveals one more simi­

larity with Norwid"s approach. It is manifest in the bibli­

cal image of cooperation between f m g David and ring Hiram, 

/et another symbol of the Polish-Jewish alliance. The "real" 

Israel, the Poles, occupy the ver/ centre of the scene -

Jerusalem. On the other hand the Jews symbolized by the ting 

of Tyre, are removed from the centre of the image to the 

periphery. In this way the poet manages to maintain the 

"theological" hierarchy of the two lings while emphasizing 

their close -friendship and mutual help (44> . 

Similar ideas sre occasional!/ expressed in worts writ-

43) W. Waist i, "Mosiet " in J . Wi nczat lewi cz , Izrael_w ggezj^i 
e.olst_iea. Par/: 1958, p. 127 
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ten long after the January insurrections for instance, in 

the monologues of Natal i, in A.Urbaristi s Pod_LolufT}Qa^_Z^g;: 

QLyQta (1880), who refers to the Poles as "the new Israel o-f 

the nations"5 

"A czymze ty jestes biedny iez narodzie" 
C;ym;e'1 Azaliz m e wybranym ludem 
I nam 1 warn wydarto Ojcdw ziemie_, 
I was 1 nas 2 torbami w swiat za ocny 
Wyrot 1 p̂ dza,. srogie... I obydwom 
Jehawa igina^d nie dai , - chad nad nami 
Cnarne ciagn^ly chmurys mordiw, hanby, 
Pozogi... (. . ) 
Potion Ci, nowy lud6w Israelu1 (45) 

/What &ro you, you poor nation of tears""1 What are you if not 
the chosen people^ You were robbed of your fathers" land as 
we once were. Cruel fate chases you away lite beggars, as it 
chases us. But Jehovah protected both our nations and didn t 
let us perish in spite of the darl clouds of murder, fire 
and humiliation which covered the sty (..) Homage to you, 
new Israel of the nations'/ 

These and similar messianic concepts provide just one 

illustration of the importance of Israel in the peculiar 

national mystique of the 1960s. Its status as the chosen 

people set the pattern far understanding and depicting the 

election of the Poles. Israel's unique qualities as the suf­

fering "nation of tears", on the one hand, and a nation 

stubbornly attached to its cultural heritage on the other, 

mal-e it a frequent point of reference in discussions o-f Fa-

land's destiny. In these worts the Jews appear again and 

again to confirm the election of the Poles and to predict 

44) T.Lenartowicz, "Israel", in: Pgezae, Warszawa 1968, pp. 
501-502 

45) A.Urbaristi, Pod J_gLumQa^Zv^m^nta, in ytwgry___gget.ic=ine, 
Lipst 1884, p.187 



Page 8=? 

their -final victory in both its "earthly" and "theological" 

dimensions. The fate of Israel provides a measure o-F F:'olish 

mis-fortunes and of the "sacri-f ice" required o-f the Poles ho 

endure as a nation. Not surprisingl/, then, Jewish charac­

ters tend to ad/ocate a purifying mart/rdom whose deeper 

sense lies in preventing any accommodation with the "crime 

of the partitions" and thereb/ saving the Polish nation from 

the danger of spiritual "death". 

All these ideas can be found in the monologue of 

T.T.Jei"s patriotic tavern-leeper, who urges a young Polish 

nobleman to _>oin the fight. The Jew''j arguments are built 

around the idea of "sacrifice" and "purification", the ley 

notions of Polish messiamsm. In the passage below theie 

notions are coupled with H discussion of the respective his­

torical roles of "the two most suffering nations on earth"? 

"My, Zydzi, zeszlib>sm/ sie^nad wodat 1 23r:n?h 
czarnego \ oguta i utopili nasze grzechy.. Ale pa~ 
nowie Polacy to co innego, bo my nardd lamentuja,cy 
a wy walcza^cys my ldziemy do Boga z wielt1m \ rzy-
h e m , w smiertelnej l-oszuli i z glrowa,. pochylona^. -
wy os-taniacie glowy l-rzywat szablĉ ., a ten z was, 
I-to szablq podnosi , jur przez to samo siq oczysz-
cza... 1 swieci narodowi jal- iwiejty.. i chad zgi-
nie, to nie :gime :e wszysttim, bo pozostawia po 
sobie nie same tyl I-a wspomnienie, ale to co Matat-
_iasz Machabeusz. . . Matatjasz pozostawi-t Judasza a 
Judasz Jonatasa, a Jonatae Szymona. . . Ale Izraela 
Big sl-azai na rozproszem e, a was m e sl-azair, bo 
zrobi-t Polatdw narodem wiell-im... IMas byto ntato, 
garsteczln ludzis was jal morzu w piasiu, j&l 
gwiazd na mebie. .. Nasza cala ziemia nie byla 
wie^sza od trocl-iego powiatu; polsls ziemia 11 ez 
to trocl-ich powiatow w sobie miesci1.. To tez wasi 
Machabeus.re m e przemi na^ jal nasi, ale beda^ siej. 
mnozyli, mnoi/li az przyjdzie czas l-iedy calv na­
rdd liachabeu = zami t ] ^ stanie.. M m e sie zdaie, 
wielmozny panie,, dodat, adetchnawszy - ze m m Pol-
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si a do oc:ys:c:enia przysta_pi , potrzetaa JSJ 1 Ma-
chabeuszow, 1 tal-ich, co si^ b] j^., 1 tal ich, co w 
mgc:arnuch gina_. Ej, bo to oni oczyszczenie 
c prowadza^. , " (46) 

/We Jews would come together and M i l a blacl 
roaster on the river ban I- and drown our sins. But 
Jt 3s different with you Poles; we are a lamenting 
nation, and >ou are warriors. We go to God with a 
great cry, wrapped :n prayer shawls and with bowed 
heads... You raise protecti/el/ your crooled 
;>words over /our heads and those o-f /ou who do 
that arf= purified and, 111-e saints, are light to 
the nation. And even those who perish do not pe­
rish entirely, because the traces the/ lea/e Are 
not just an human memory, but are also such as 
Mattathias Maccabee le-ft behind him. liattathias 
left Ji.idah and Judah le-ft Jonathan and Jonathan 
le-ft Simon. God condemned Israel to dispersion, 
which He spared /ou by mal-ing the Poles a populous 
nation.. There was just a hand-ful of us while you 
aire as numerous as grains o-f sand on the sea bot­
tom and stars in the si-y Our land was not larger 
ihan Trol I count,, and how many Trol 1 counties 
does Poland contain1 That is why /our Maccabees 
will not disappear as ours did but will multiply 
and multiply until -final 1/ the entire nation will 
be composed o-f Maccabees.. I have the feeling, 
£ir, hie added, tal-ing a breath, that be-fore Po­
land" s purification is accomplished, the country 
needi its Maccabees; both those who fight and 
those who die in pain, because those bring p u n fl­
oat l on. 

46) T.T.Jez, Drygie tcce ECSZLsLsL^Qie ins Wib_6r dzie* 
T.T.Jera, XII, Warszawa 1930, p.°5 
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V. THE LEGEND OF THE MACCABEES 

Rooted in this messisnic scheme, the identification of 

Israel"-: historical fale with that of insurrectionary Poland 

became a widespread literar , '.stereotype in the 136'Js. The 

fall o-f insurrectional"/ Warsaw was common 1 / compared to that 

of Jerusalem; Foland was referred to as Zion; the Polish 

freedom fighters were identified with the Maccabees; the 

pain and humiliation of defeat found their equi/a]ents in 

biblical imagery such as the Babylonian e,ile and the de­

struction of the temple. The lamentations of Jeremiah and, 

generall/ spiral-mg, the misery of dispersion and es'ile il­

lustrated Foland"s recent experiences. 

Such parallel; spor^dicall/ appeared in older wort- s„ 

occasional], even in wor! s written before the November up-

47) J.P.Woronic:, "Hymn do Poga. 0 dobrodzie^stwach Opatrz-
nosci narodowi pal si i emu w^wiadc:an',ch po upadl u Falsi 1", 
1 n: M. Jam on, Pgdutaj^rgmoniic:^ 
I rat Aw 197?, pp. L112—114 

48) "The parallel of Polish and Jewish fate developed by the 
poetr/ of Polish messianism appeared with particular fre­
quency at the time of patriotic demonstrations and during 
the January uprising." M. Jam en, M.ZmigrodzI a, Rgmant^zm i. 
tiI=li2ELs5' Wars^awa l^S, p. 514; see also M. J a m on, E'edytaA 
CQ^3D.%££:in^-~Q9.E^j.^-U.k^Q°^l.Es:Ai'2iQ.i.9.ld<i.-> rralAw l^"70, pp. 57-
-54; J.Lelewel, "Odezwa do ludu lzraelsl lego" (187Z%> ir 
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rising o-f 1830 (47). But only the defeat of that uprising,, a 

de-feat which gave birth to Polish Messianism, made them a 

characteristic element o-f the "romantyczna fultura l-lesli" -

the romantic culture o-f national defeat '48K In particular, 

the notion of two parallel nations in e n l e , the Poles and 

l-he Jews, and the concept cf the chosen Polish Israel, fi­

gured prominent!/ in Mictlewic: 3 historiosophical wort= of 

the Towianirt period (<19)» 

In the 1960s the biblical s/mbolisrn inherited from the 

great romantic bards (A.MicI lewic:, J.Siowacl-i, Z.l-rasinsti 

and \ .Ujejsl i) evoked 3 nto a rich symbolic language. Widely 

used in a limited number o-f variations, these biblical ima­

ges spread rapidly, enriching the language o-f the street as 

well as that of political propaganda. For instance, it was 

no accident that the insurrectionary government's proclama­

tion to "Braci Polal-aw w\znarua mojzeszawego" 'to brother-

Poles of Mosaic persuasion) of 22 June 1363 referred to the 

Jews as "lud od wiei-ow walczaccv do ostatniBj kropli I rwi :a 

wolnosd" (a nation which for centuries fought for its free­

dom to the last drop of blood) — a reference to Jewish re­

sistance to foreign oppressors whom the document explicitly 

compares to the Russians (50). In the 1860s the •follloriza-

49} A.Duler, "The myster/ of Israel m Micl- lewicz' s To-
wianist Lectures on Sla,e Literature", in Ib.e_Pol i_sh_Re^_ieH 
VIII, 3 (1962) pp. 9-1i„ The term Towianist refers to A.To-
wiarisl 1 (1"79C>-1S78) , whose mystical concepts strongly in­
fluenced Micl lewicz "s war I- . 

81-82 
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tion of both themes was so advanced that many writers saw no 

need to assist readers in decoding the political message 

wrapped in bLblical symbolism. This lac I- of "clues" in worl : 

produced both in Foland and in e,sile can hardl/ be accounted 

for by the vigilance of Russian censorship alone. 

Unavoidably, the rapid proliferation of this biblical 

and antique symbolism was accompanied by the simplification 

of its metaphorical sense and its concentration on a few 

major themes, Thrj topical specialization proceeded in two 

major directions (51). The first of these major themes was 

the Babylonian ei lie; the second, far more important, was 

the legend of the Maccabees. The last phase and destruction 

of the Jewish state, described from a variety of points of 

,'iew, provided this symbolic language with its basic vocabu­

lary and internal structure. 

The Bible? remained one of the most powerful sources of 

inspiration for insurrectionary poetrv. This "biblical" mood 

of the population of Warsaw made a strong impression on 

W.Spasowic:, a prominent literary critic and a determined 

opponent of the separatist movement. Those who shaped this 

mood appeared to him to bes 

cos w rodzajii druzyny prorol 6w staro-hebra jsl i ch, 
opiakuja^cveh upadia^ Jerozol ime_, a zarazem przepo-
wiadSjSfych prryjicie nowego Mesjasza polsl-iego, 
I t6rego aczel-1 w a m e mista wzbudzid atuche^ w ser-
cach wspcitz 1 omt dw f5Z"> . 

51) The third popular antique theme (unrelated to the Jews; 
was that of the persecution of Christians under Nero. 
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/something al-in to a cohort of old Hebrew pro­
phets, lamenting the fall o-f Jerusalem and at the 
same time predicting the appearance o-f a new Po­
lish Messiah. The expectation o-f his arri/al was 
supposed to comfort their rountrymen./ 

Cpasow] c; " 3 comments on 1- . U.te jsl- i " s "Z d/mem poiardw", a 

song which — 111-e "Baze cos Palsl-e_" — was an unofficial 

anthem of the 1367 insurrection, contain similar observa­

tions. Clearly noting the "heretical" element in the in­

tensely' religious mood oi these ,-ears, Spasowic: linl-ed it 

to the Polos' particular recepti\eness to biblical s^mbo-

F-'rawie nic chrzesci jancl-i ego nie ma w t/m prze~ 
ci^gitym, potezn/m ĵ l-u, przypominaja_c/m starobib-
lijiTy p3racz Jfiremi as:a. Sspiewano tez choral" (CQ sam 
w 1861 sposobnosc mialem stwierdzic i na placach 
publlcznych, 3 w Uos'ci oiaeh l w synagogach (na 
Danilrowi czawsl is -j ulic>, gdzio obecme Teatr Ma-
iy). Tal riorzecz =s_c plat ad: i placza,c zlor:ec:/c 
umxeli tyllo dawni prorocv. (53) 

/There is almost nothing Christian in this leng-
thv , powerful moan, which bring1: to mind the bib­
lical lamentations of Jeremiah. In 1S61 I per­
sonally heard it sung on public squares, in chur­
ches and synagogues (in Dam 1 owi czowsl a street 
where the Mai, theatre is located today). Only the 
old prophets were capable of uttering such curses 
through tears. ,' 

Tl-u c "biblical" mood, stressed in man> other historical 

accounts,, was occasional 1/ perceived to be a betrayal of the 

true =pirit of the romantic legacy. J. Ciesz /lisi- i " s poem 

"H/mn/ Jeremiego", for instance, directly contrasts the 

52) W. Spasowicz , 2ycie_L_BeLi t^La_mararebi.egg_WLeLg&9LlLiego 
m Pi.sma, III, Petersburg 1S°2, p. 58 

53) W.Spasowicz, op.cit., p.105 

file:///eness
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"piaczliwe jeremiady" (Jeremiah-I11e lamentations) with the 

romantic bards" call for heroic military action. Cieszynsl1 

eicplicitl, blames this Bible-inspi red lamentative mood -for 

undermining the Poles' spirit and wealening their militar/ 

effort during the insurrection. 

W hvmnach ;lo;ony boju, zemst,' zarod 
Wiec Jeremiego h/mn> spiewai nsrdd, 
Lecz :a to narod na wroga sie, rzucii 
Nie z tal- â  moca^ jal wxeszcz piesni nucil (54). 

'The hvmns contain a germ of revolt and vengeance/ the na­
tion was singing Jeremiah"s hymns/ but then (the Poles) did 
not attacl the enemy/ with a force comparable to that of our 
bards' songs./ 

References 1D the Maccabees, the very core of this my 

thalagy, can be found everywhere. They sre present in the 

majority of literary wor !• s discussed in this study- so f a.r. 

They play, ac we have seen, a central role in the Jewish 

tavern-keeper z. call for "sacrifice" and "purification" in 

T.T.Jez"s Drugi_e_bgie_Eir:ji!_3;anie. Clearly referring to the 

Landy episode, Norwid describes the Jews collectivel/ as the 

"Maccabee of the Warsaw street", "liachabej", the term used 

by him in "Z/dowie polscv," gradually came to denote a Jew 

sympathetic to, or actively involved in, the Polish insur­

rectionary movement. The patriotically- minded rabbi in 

li„ Romanowsi l " s poem "The rabbi" laments the fate of Warsaw, 

which he explicitly comparer to the destruction of Jerusa-

1 em. 

54) T.Cieszynsl i , "H/mny Jeremiego" in D=i_enni_i__Li.teracLi 42 
(1868^ 
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Wstal, 1 na mi^sto spogladaj-\c. izawo 
-0 Jerusalem' - jel-naj- - 0 Wars^awo1 (55) 

/He rose and looting at the cit, with tear-fui eyes/ 0 Jeru­
salem, he moaned, o Warsaw1/ 

The sight o-F the execution o-f a Folish insurrectionist 

inspires the -following reflections on the part of the main 

character in J . 1.1- raszewsl l " s Z^ds 

Patrz/lem na. t<= scen| ze wzruszeniem l wystawiiem 
sobie jBdno z ostatnich powstsn uraelslich prze-
ciwl-o potejdze Rzymu. Wsnysti o tarn tat samo bye 
musialo, losy to nas:sj Ojcz/zn/ starej powtarnslv 
ne_ w ẑ wyrn obra;i9, to samo przesl adowani e, boha-
terstwo, o-fiary pastrachy, tali err blade m^czenni-
I-ow twar:e, taz mi lose ::iemi, wiary i swobody 
(56) . 

''I watched this? scene with deep emotion thml m g 
o-f one of the last Israelite revolts against the 
might of Rome, Ever/thing must have been the same; 
the fate of our old fatherland reemerged alive 
before my eyes: the same persecution, heroism and 
fear before sacrifice; the same pale faces of the 
martyrs, the same attachment to the land, freedom 
and faith * / 

A similar emphasis can be found in T.Lenartowic:'s pre­

vious!/ quoted poem "Israel". But the Maccabee theme occu­

pies an even more prominent place in another powerful poem 

b / T. Lenartowi en, "Lul- Tytuss" (The arch of Titus) '5"") „ Its-

Polish narrator, a refugee, contemplates the scenes on the 

Roman arch of Titut> commemorating the fall of the- Jewish 

55) M. Romanowsi-l , "Rabin" (The rabbi) in: J.Wincnal iewic:, 
Ii!Is*i?L_w_l=12§£ J.I_BQI iiLlj." Pari:. 1°5S, p. 103 

56) J, I A raszewsl- I , Z\.d (1866), I- ral dw 1°60, p.53( 
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•state. Hi'; re-flections on the similarity of "Old" and "Mew 

Testament suffering" ars shared without reservations by a 

compassionate Roman Jew whom the narrator accidentally meets 

under the arch. The column of Jew]sh prisoners ]ed to Feme 

b/ the victorious emperor merges before their e„es with that 

of Folish insurgents on their snowy wa\? to Siberia. The 

splendor of the respective /ictors equal 1, m o d s the misery 

of the defeated. The similarity cf the situation of the nar­

rator and Jew in nocturnal Rome finds l b equi/alent in the 

i,ini3lar]ty of the historical experience of their respecti/e 

nations (58). As in the other worl-s mentioned above, the 

lime separating the two events has been erased. 

In addition to emphasising the theological status of 

the Poles and the symmetry of the two nations'" historical 

experience, these worl s also stress the traged/ of an aris­

tocratic tradition reduced to humiliating slaver,„ The feel­

ing of cultural superiorit, additional, unites Poles and 

Jews, the two chosen nations, in their common contempt for 

the barbarian oppressors. Consequent 1/, contempt for the 

jnferior* "mongolo-cserl 3es! a" 'Mongolian Circassian) cul­

ture of the Russians — to use C.t- .Norwid's formulation in 

"Zydowie polscy" — is shared by Jews and Poles alile. The 

57) T.Lenartowicz, "-Lut tytusa" in; FgKjC, Wrscawa J^tB, 
p.5°2 

58) On the identit/ of the objective situation of the narra­
tor and that of the Jew, and the close similarity of both 
characters" hi storiosophi cal views in Lenar Lcwirz s "Lul-
Tytusa" see M. Jam on and M. Zmi grodzl- a, in E~manty^m__a tllSr 
torig., Warsrawa 1°78, pp. ET4 4-545 
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Polish feeling of cultural superiority over the Russian-;, 

e pressed by various Jewish characters, further strengthens 

the Polish-Jewish alliance. 

PULKOWMIK 'rosvjsh, do Zydowki/ 

. ..Pomnij, w m/ch iy-lach t-'rew ptynie... 

JAHELA (.z pogardaw ; 

A=jaty' (5?) 

/(the Russian) colonel (to & pro-Polish Jewess) : 
remember that in my veins the blood flows.. 3a-
hela (with contempt): of an Asian1/ 

5?) A. Urbanski , E!gd_Lgl.umQ;^Zx'qmunta in Utwor^ E-Sst^zznG, 
Lipsk 1884, p.231 
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VI. RELIGIOUS STEREOTYPES 

The Warsaw demonstrations and their inten=el/ religious 

atmosphere — a mood which lost little of itc intensity in 

the -following years — affected the literary treatment of 

Judaism. Perceived as the main ideological soutce of Jewish 

support, the teachings of Judaism were anal/zed primarily 

from the point of view of their impact an Jewish political 

behavior. A more positive evaluation of the Jewish ethos 

(60) logically fallowed the prevailing view of the Polish-

-Jewish alliance ^s an act of religious reconciliation (61). 

This approach was stimulated b/ two related factors: the 

/er> strong identification of Polish patriotism with reli­

gious \alues (62) on the one hand, and the pre-iousl, dis­

cussed prominance of Old Testament motifs — rooted in mes­

sianic thought — an the other. This unprecedented diminu-

60) Echoing many contemparar/ intellectuals, M.Jastrow enal-
ted "the recent changes in the perception of Jews and of 
their attitudes toward Poland". Characteristically, in his 
review of the new edition of J „ U. IMi eracewi cz s Lejhe_i _S3_6r_a„ 
J astrow chose to pass over in silence the novel's content, 
focusing instead on the warmth of the introduction "inspired 
by genuine love". JykL*L!~QLii« 4 (1361), p. 68 

61) J. Znamierows! a, PQerjLja_g.DW&taQia__5tic2QiQyegcj._ 2.ai_v.s 
LdegljDQIi.i Lwow 1978, p.10; W. Dzwonl-ows! I , op.cit., pp. 61-
-74 ' 

62) J.Znannerowsl a, op.cit., p. 4. Znamierowsi-a stresses the 
continuity between the religious mood of the demonstration 
period and that of the uprising years. This view is shared 
by J.\ ulczycl a-Saloni, "Poezja powstania styczm owego" in 
Dz ±.edS LE t«Q_ _I L £ sr gc l_ie_ _BQws t an la Et^c: nioyegg, 1-J ar sz a w a 
1964, pp. 42-46 

file:///alues
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tion of the negative stereotype o-f Judaism explains the po­

pularity o-f the religiou&l /--inspired old-fashioned Jew, a 

figure modelled on the image of a biblical patriarch, as an 

incarnation of Jewish support of the movement. 

On the whole, the unorthodo treatment of Judaism, one 

of the "heretical" features of the literature under stud/, 

is marled b y the absence of a clearcut dwision between the 

Christian and Jewish traditions (67). Poles and Jews share a 

common God, a God frequently contrasted with the darl far­

ces supporting of Foland"s enemies. Ev'en Norwid's "Z/dowie 

poise/", whose strong attachment to Christian theology j..; 

rather exceptional in the literature under study, praises 

those Jews who: 

Mongol si- o-czer! issl lSj m e z 1 ej 11 sie burzy 
I Boga Mojneszow bromli wra: :: nami . (64) 

''Unafrsnd of the Mongolo-Circass an thunderstorm/' joined us 
in the defence of Moses' God/ 

The prayer for Foland, including the Jew's pra/er for has 

homeland's well-being (of which the anonymous "Modlitwa 2,-

d6w warszawslich w 1361" (Prayer of the Warsaw Jews in 1861) 

and T.Lenartowicz-s "Izrael" provide typical examples}, i; <A 

67) The "heretical" features of this mood and its complete 
disregard for the dogmatic aspect of religion characteristic 
of some popular religious movements a.r<s emphasised in J.lia-
ciejews! l , PC£§dbur = awciL__Z_gr_gblematv.lLj BCSeiQSy__mi_ejJ = J1_ 
C9ffi§Qt̂ m̂§m_a_Q9£ĵ txv̂ i.̂ .mgflI3'< !• rat-dw 1971, pp. lO-*-! 17 

i'4l C.l-.Norwid, "Zydowie polscy", in J . Wi nczal- i ewi c; , Izrael 
w_B.QS£ai„EQllLL§j.'< Paris 1958, p. 105 
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characteristic -form of poetical expression. Lest frequently, 

as in L.Niemojewsirs poem "Do I-raelity" (To an Israelite) 

(65) and M. I- orwin-l- ochanowsl i ' s "Zyczeme wygnanca" (An 

exile's wish) the Jewish God's blessing for Poland is re­

quested b/ the Polish narrator. The Jewish presence on Gol­

gotha in M.llnicla s "Do siostr moich" is not that of Judas 

or the wandering Jew, figures common1v associated with the 

Crucifixion. Instead, we find there, under the cross, "blada,. 

cdr» Izraela" (the pale daughter of Israel), who, having 

wiped the blood from the Redeemer s feet, awaits the coming 

resurrection of Christ-Poland. Her unshal-en faith in Po­

land's miraculous rebirth is given as an example to be fol­

lowed by patriotic Polish women. In a similar Golgotha 

;>cene, in S.Gos:cz\nsl T s Q5t^.lni.e mec; ertstwa PeA^li I 

~H)^!ltwy;chstanie, Mary's devotion to the cross overshadows 

all the earthlv feelings of a "woman, sister, wife, mother 

and Jewess" (66). The anonymous author of Dwa ISCSSlS 

stresses the "holiness" of "Alel-sander Lande s" sacrificial, 

death. The /oung Jew'3 decision to join the defence of the 

Polish cause receive; the religiously motivated appro,al of 

his mother and, through the Jewish mother s blessing, that 

of the Jewish God. On the other hand the evangelical image 

of the Virgin Mary facing the impending death of her Son 

appe3rs to have oerved ac the prototype of "Alelsender s" 

65) See the discussion of this poem in H. Wi ] cz /rtsl- 1 , lidi^he 
tiaD_IQ_^gC_B9£lL~b.§L_Il'kSr-£1LklL'i Warsaw 1Q27, p. 61 

66) B.Boszc:/nsl 1, op.cit., p.478 

67) N.N. Dwa_Izrael.e, in F'̂ mi.â .t. L._Z_1S67 _rgl_u, Lwou 126°, 
p.27-21 
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mother in this farewell scene (67). 

The absence o-f the negative stereot/pmg of the T?lmud 

in contrast to both earlier and liter literature -- is. 

another stril ;ng feature o-f the insurrectionary and earl/ 

post-insurrectionarv worts. The Talmud never appears in them 

as an attribute o-f a negative Jewish character. Dn the con­

trary, respect -for its teachings distinguishes the positi/e 

exceptions within negatively portrayed groups. A t/pical 

e;,ample here is the pious old Bsrtold in J, I.tras;ewsl i'b 

Zy_d, who di-f-Fers from the "godless" Warsaw plutocrats in 

terms of both religious mental it/ snd political attitudes. 

Natli, the old "Talmudic scholar" in A. Urbnsl-1 " s Pgd_tcjlymnac 

Z^gmunta ends each of his patriotic tirades b, a gesture 

pointing to the Talmud ss to the ideological source of his 

support for the Poles. In Zv_d J» I . I- raszewsl i embar! £ or, an 

unprecedented defense of Judaism and, in particular, of the 

Talmud, de/oting to it dozens of pages. !• r aszews! 1 " s port­

rayal of the Talmud as full/ compatible with good Christian-

-Jewish relations, and as a source of man/ /al Liable ideas, 

was based on fairl/ extensive research (68s. 

Fina]]'M the previously mentioned poem "The rabbi" is 

not alone in emphasising the patriotic behavior of the Jew­

ish religious hierarchy. Occasional1>, the rabbis actively 

encourage the pro-Polish attitudes of their congregations. 

68; The discussion of sources used b\ I- raszewsl i can be 
found in A.Zyga, op.cit., pp. 1°8--1Q? 
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In J. I-rdl msl-a " s J§QsL. -iLSii- ~?or example, a Jewish ia-

vern-teeper, who ultimately turn.; out to be a representative 

of the secret Polish government, enjO/s the full moral sup­

port and protection of h n rabbi. Thi.- latter cliche, not 

unlite the stereotype of the pro-Polish "biblical" Jew, 

seems to indicate some degree ai misreading of the political 

map of Jewish societ/. It seems legitimate to linl these 

widespread religious stereotypes to the writers" partial 

failure in identif/ing the real sources of pro-Polish atti­

tudes (69J . 

69) In contrast to the members of the Jewish intelligentsia, 
bourgoisie and other elements e; posed to Polish influence, 
the conservative religious masses tended to avoid becoming 
involved JD the Pol i sh -Russi an conf rontatiori. 
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C H A P T E R T H R E E 

T H E J A N U A R Y U P R I S I N G 

I. JEWISH ATTITUDES TOWARD THE REVOLT 

The Warsaw demonstrations are the main but not the onl> 

Jewish theme in the literature dealing with the uprising. 

Until the end of the 19th century,, and during the first de­

cades of the 20th century, Polish literature continues to 

evaluate the political attitudes o-f the Jews in the criti­

cal years 1861-1864 by assigning to them a small but fairly 

typical part among the themes o-f the uprising. This evalua­

tion, however, is constantly revised in retrospect and tends 

to evol »'e in an increasingly negati /e fashion. E-iut while at 

the end of the century attention is focused on the wa> in 

which Jews profited economically from the uprising, the cli­

mate of the first decade after 1863 was substantially diffe­

rent. Moreover, in the 1860s the romantic model of the Jew­

ish patriot, a model now firml/ rooted in historical reali-

t/t gains a lasting place among the "Jewish" themes of Po­

lish 1i terature. 

An entire gallery of heroic Jews, insurgents and svmpa-
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thizers of the uprising, as, well as the tremendous!/ papular 

Jantiel in Mickewicz's PsnJTadeuzz, demonstrate the radical 

if shortlived improvement in the social climate. Depictions 

o-f the Jewish contribution are predominantly positive. More­

over, the literature emerging after the uprising occasional­

ly uses the Jews as an instrument o-f social criticism, and 

contrasts their exemplar/ behaviour with the egotistical and 

unpatriotic behavior o-f the Polish nobility- The contrast 

between the radicalism o-f the Jew and the conciliatory mood 

o-f the nobilat/ is frequently emphasized by writers assoc­

iated with the Reds: T.T.Jei, J.Narzymsli, M.Romanowsl i, 

W.Wolsl-i, E. Lubows! 1 , W. 1-oszczyc and others. 

For instance, in T.T.Jei's Drugi.e hgze BCS^'US^ an i_e 

(God's second commandment, 1866), a novel which discusses 

recent experiences in the guice of the 1871 uprising, a Jew­

ish tavern-keeper is not onl/ the heart but also the intel­

lectual -force behind the uprising. The Jew forms his own 

concepts of strategv. gathers weapons and intelligence, di­

vulges troop movements to the insurrectionists and gives 

money to the insurrectionary cause. He constantly urges the 

apathetic gentry to join the fight in the name of the most 

sacred cause - Poland's independence. Having become an advi­

sor to the Muscovite administrator of the province, the Jew 

engages in sophisticated political and militar/ intrigues. 

From his own pocl- et he covers all the substantial expenses 

associated with these activities, activities for which the 

nobility refuses to pay a perm/. The result of these manoeu-
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verings is that no Russian troops arts present at the moment 

when the insurrection -finally breal-s out, but the apathetic 

gentry is not in u position to tale advantage of the ideal 

military circumstances. 

During the insurrection the Jew is badly wounded. After 

the uprising, he is the onl/ one who remembers the wrong 

meted out to some o-f the insurrectionist -families. But even 

in this ares, he does not receive the nobility s support. The 

gentry quiclly adapts itself to the changed political cir­

cumstances and finds a mgdus_viyendi. with the victorious 

power. Its collective perjury invalidates the charges 

against the Muscovite administrator of the province, whom 

the Jew had sued for robbery and murder of the ci/ilian po-

pulation. 

The Jewish contribution also occupies a central place 

in J. Dzierzl-owsl i " s and W. Sabowsl- 1 ' s Qhrzegt ESI-LLL (The 

Polish Baptism) (1865). The novel tells the story of a rich 

Podolian tavern-l- eeper, Mortla, who, along with other mem­

bers of his family, supports the movement by various non-mi-

litary means. The walls in Mortl- o's tavern are decorated 

with effigies of famous Poles, including loscius:lo and the 

romantic bards. Among scenes from Polish histor/ a prominent 

place is given to a picture featuring the heroic death of 

Beret Joselewic; in the battle of loci- (1). The arrival from 

Warsaw of Mortla s totally Polemized grandson, Jozef, adds s 

new dimension to the family's involvement. Jozef joins the 
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•fighting to emerge as the leader o-f a detachment o-f crafts­

men and woriers wruch operates in the nearby woods. He re­

peatedly saves Polish lives and ultimately dies while bring­

ing the woman whom he loves good news -from her Polish -fian­

ce. The authors favourabl/ compare the attitudes of the 

"common people" (including the Jews) with the cynicism of 

Polish aristocrats who use their connections in the Russian 

administration to appropriate the estate of e:iled insur­

gents. 

W.I-oszczyc^ s criticism of the nobility went even fur­

ther. The Jewish hero of his story W_ggniu_wol.ng^ci (In the 

blaze of liberty, 1886) participates in the 1861 Warsaw de­

monstrations, supplies the Poles with weapons and intelli­

gence, and finally joins them in the partisan war. Treated 

at first as a security' risl , Janl-iel the tavem-l eeper 

finally manages to prove his devotion to the Polish cause. 

With a pathetic gesture similar to that of the "Jew with the 

cross", he grabs the flag from the hands of a fallen ensign 

and leads a detachment of LtiSV.ni.erzv_ in an attacl (2). 

Janl-iel's bravado ultimately helps the rebels win a decisive 

battle. Having rendered numerous services to the insurgents 

as their spy and arms supplier, the Jew I» hanged by the 

Russians following a denunciation by a Polish nobleman. Cha­

racteristically (bearing in mind \ aszczyc" s political 

views), the treacherous nobleman (whom we meet in the last 

1) Beret Joselewicz (1764-180c?; , colonel of the Polish arm\ ; 
organizer of a Jewish unit in the foaciuszto insurrection of 
1794 

http://LtiSV.ni.erz
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chapter twenty years after the incident) is portra/ed as a 

driving -force within the Galician conservative camp in its 

attempts to discredit the uprising in the e/es of Polish 

iociet> ™ 

2) Peasant units, armed with scythes, which became a legend 
in the l-osciusnlo uprising. 
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II. OTHER JEWISH PATRIOTS IN THE LITERARY LEGEND OF THE 

JANUARY UPRISING 

In the literature dealing with the January uprising, 

the pro-Polish attitudes o-f the Jews are expressed m a va­

riety o-f ways. In J.Narzymst1's novel QjCsy.[Q (The step-fa­

ther, 1872) the Jewish tavern-i eeper illegally manufactures 

bullets, while other "bracia mo.izeszowego wyznama" (bro­

thers of the Mosaic persuasion) in the Pit act- region behave 

"with complete neutrality" (3). The theme o-f the Jew saving 

Polish lives by hiding insurrectionists in the ts/ern ap­

pears in a number o-f worts. In A.UrbansI 1 " s poem "R/iy Mort-

to" the tavern-l eeper hides the legendary peasant partisan, 

general Borel owst 1 -Lei ewel . E-sy doing so the Jew e\poses his 

sicl wife and newborn son to harassment by Cossacts. In 

I- .J unos:: a s story "Froim" (1888> the tavern-t eeper helps his 

Polish landlord to escape from the Russians. In J.trolin-

ill's play Janet Bl«U*Y (The white John, 19085 the pre­

viously-mentioned Jewish taverner hides the chie-f of the 

secret insurrectionary police, Jan tariowic:. In S.Zerom-

sti's Wierna rzet.t> (The faithful ri/er, 1917> the Jewish 

tavern is the only -friendly island in a hostile sea sur-

3-1 J. Narzymst i , Q_iC::y_m, Biblioteta Narodowa, sen a 1, 168, 
Wroclaw-trat6w 1958, p.215. 
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rounding a wounded insurrectionist. His life is ultimately 

saved by the heroic efforts of two women, one of whom is the 

teenage daughter of the tavern-keeper. 

In M.t onopnicl a's star/ "Jal Suzm zgina.*" (How Buz in 

died) Suzin, the leader of a major partisan detachment which 

operates- m the Lithuanian woods, is assisted by a Jewish 

officer named Birsztajn (4). Mauryc/ Lerbas' insurrectionary 

experience inspired M. J . Wi el opol si a"1 s story "Sapitan Lerbas" 

(Captain Lerbas, 1913). In A.Szymarisli's "Hanusia" a Jewish 

insurgent leads his rebel detachement out of woods in which 

it is lost. In the same author s story "Srul z Lubartowa" 

(Srul from Lubartiw), an exiled insurrectionist meets a "fa­

natical" Hassid in Siberia whose genuine attachment to Po­

land helps the former overcome a depression caused by home-

si cl-ness. In J. I rdlinsl-i's pi a/ W_g_gdz_^emiach_Pawi.a£.a (In 

the Pawial prison, 1908) the Jew, imprisoned for his in-

/olvement in the movement, proudly admits his Polish lo/al-

ties and expresses his contempt for Poland's oppressors. 

In J. I. I- raszewsl l ' s novel Q^erwgna Qara (The red 

couple, 1864) a Jewish doctor fallows a partisan unit taling 

cars of the wounded. "The \ ahal officials, the rabbi and 

other Jews" warmly greet the insurgents entering s provin­

cial town (5). In J . I . I- raszewsl- i " s pre/iou=ly- mentioned 

Sz.ei.e_g (The spy, 1864), Jewish youths actively participate 

4) Kcnopmcl-a ma/ have had in mind a Jew by the name Glazer, 
Sunn's second-in-command. J.I- . Urbach, Udz lal _Zy.dAw_w_wa.lce 
S_QieeQdleg_g_d_Pg__.|__, Warszawa 3 913, p. 159. 

http://Sz.ei.e_g
http://_Zy.dAw_w_wa.lce
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in the pre-msurrechionary conspiracy in Warsaw by under­

going s.ecret military training. I- raszewsf i compares these 

clandestine groups to "the arl of Noah", which, after the 

bloody flood of the war, will "give birth to a new Polish 

world," and tal-es obvious pleasure in emphasizing the 

group"5 heterogeneity. 

Djciec Berafin (..) Irsgcil sie tu ocierajacc si| z 
jednsj stron/ o starego Izrael 1 te_ w atiasowym :u-
panie, z drugiej o pastora protestandlego w c:ar-
nym, obcis-itym surducie. Litewsl-i Tatar prz/byi/ 
umy^lme <=>pod Trol bratersfo witai si| z drugim 
I 5i|d;em (6) . 

/Father Serafm was moving about, socializing now 
with an old Israelite in a satin gabardine now 
with a Protestant minister in a blacl-, tight suit. 
A Lithuanian Tatar, who arrived from Trol 1 espe-
tjail/ for this occasion, fraternally greeted the 
other priest. / 

The courageous hero of A.Asnyl-'s Zy,d (The Jew, JS74) 

saves the life of a Polish character in the pla/ during one 

of the battles. In P.Prus" Lal!_a (The Doll, JSc,0) both of 

the novel's main Jewish characters are veterans of the 1863 

insurrection. E-ioth Henry I- Szlangbaum and Doctor Szuman paid 

for their patriotic deeds with years of exile in Siberia. 

The main Jewish character in J. I. \ raszewsl- I " s Zv_d (The 

Jew, 1866), Jal-ub Hamon, spends the critical months of 1861 

attending conspiratorial meetings and participating in the 

5) J. I. \ raszewsl- l , Czerwone_Qara, I, I- ral- 6w 1905, p. 

L) J. I. I raszewsl-l , Szp.LeQJL_0bra_zeL_wsB6iczesni:, Foznan 3364, 
p. 87 



Page 312 

Warsaw demonstrations. Although ho shares t raszewal L'C 

doubts about the political sense of the uprising C 7), Jalub 

feels morally obliged to share the Polish fate, first on the 

battlefield and then in ei.ile. f r?s:ewsl 1 also introduces a 

large gallery of poor, deepl/ religious, traditional Jew: 

who do their best to help the Poles. Their gestures of soli­

darity with the suffering Polish nation are full of romantic 

pathos. One of Zy.tr s most original characters is a Jewish 

officer in the Russian arm/, a man tragicallv torn between 

his Russian loyalties and his deep sympathy for the rebels 

and their Jewish friends. 

The experiences of W.Wolsli"s "Mosiel" stnl-mgly con­

verge with those of I-raszewsl 1 " s Jal-ub Hainan. Mosiel, whoso 

original name undergoes a significant transformation in the 

poem into the more refined Mojiesz (Moses), an indication of 

the Jew s acceptance within Polish society as a "F'ole of the 

Mosaic persuasion", campaigns 'as does JalubJ to mobilize 

Jewish support for the Polish cause. He is wounded in both 

the Warsaw demonstrations and (lite Jal-ub) in the uprising. 

As in Jal-ub's case, exile constitutes a closing chapter of 

Mosiel- s insurrectionary experience. 

In A.Urbansli s play Fgd_LQiymnat_Zy_gmunta (Under the 

7) The evolution of I-raszewsl i " s views of the uprising, as 
expressed in his novels dealing with the revolt, i: exten­
sively discussed by B. 0sm6l si-a-F i si-orsl-a, Pgw3tani_e it L-

££QIQwe w t wore z osci _ Joz ef a_Tgnac egg _Lrassews!LLg3.P' Torun 
1963 and A.Zyga. Modifying his earlier pro-Red sympathies, 
\ raszewsl- I gradually moved over to the White camp which, in 
principle, opposed the idea of armed struggle. 

http://Zy.tr
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statue of ling Sigismund, 1880) a Warsaw Jewish family 

wholeheartedly supports the movement by hiding the weapons 

and documents of the conspirators; in the basement. The head 

o-f the -family. Natal i, -fights a private economic war against 

Moscow by bleeding dry ("zdzieraj3Gr: sl6rej') hic; Ru-ssi an deb­

tors while supporting the Poles with money which he collects 

-from Warsaw Jews. Natal i " s daughter Jahela, in love with s 

Polish patriot, ser/es as a liaison for the rebels, while 

Natal 1 " s son Benjamin pays for th<2 family's political in­

volvement by being drafted into the Russian army. 

The old Jewish antique dealer in A.Oppmari" J poem "Beret 

Jawor" recalls, on a lonely Saturda/ evening, the death in 

the uprising ai his beloved son Eli, and tht? good old times 

of Polish-Jewish brotherhood. 

Zgasi mdj Eli jsl swieca ^dmuchnie^ta 
Tal a ladna^ smierd dal mu Jehowa 
Pan dobrodsiej Majzelsa pami|tan 

Pan dobrodniej m e widzia-f Jastrowa"1 (8). 

/My Eli was eic ti ngui shed 111- & a candle/ .Jehovah gave him 3 
beautiful death/ do you remember, sir, rabbi Maiselsr,/ 

didn't /on soe Jastrow, sir"V 

In W. \ oszczyc" s Wv.br art cy._l.gsu Hhe chosen of fate, 3 381-

-1882), E.Lubowsll's 3i_Q„_____ab_ (The strong and the weal, 

1865), M.BalucI-i's St_r„i:_i _m|.gdz_ (The old and the /oung 

1865) and P. Wi II- onsl- a * s Na_eggrani.czu 'On the border, 1864"', 

8) A.Dppman, "Beret Jawor" in Lliega_wjLer_z____.iL_arsy___BQl?Iz 
Ll_b_i?z9°_yi.§LkU ed.J.Tuwim, Warszawa 1954, p„487 

http://Wv.br
http://cy._l.gsu
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we -find numerous echoes of the pro-Polish or sympathetically 

neutral attitudes of the Jews. In No_Q.ggr«xni.£iu Will-orisla 

describes the Polish patriotism of "poczciwe Zydl-1 " (goodna-

tured little Jews) as "bordering on -fanaticism" (9). The 

Jews incessantly cross the Prussian border to smuggle the 

rebels into and out of the war-zone or to supply them with 

weapons and vital information. The/ also act as emissaries 

and provide shelter and care to the wounded insurgents. In 

W. Prnyborowsl- 1 " s NDL_St,£CZQi.owa_2._22_na_23__st^cnni.a_l.e6T_r..„ 

(The night from 22 ho 23 January 18<b3, 1922), an adventure 

novel designed for the young reader, Jews repeatedly help 

the Poles outsmart the Russians. 

The theme of Jewish material support for the Polish 

cause can be found in worts by Urbansl- i , Jed, D= ler: I owsl- l , 

I-rasrewsl l and many others. We also find it in M. Dajprowsl a" s 

story P2wstani_e_1863; Pow^tanie_vig_iny__j:__3wobodv. (The revolt 

of 1863. Welcoming war and freedom, 1916). The generous ges­

ture of the Be^dzm Jews, who pro/ide Polish soldiers with 

badly needed shoes and sheepcoats, inspires a song which is 

sung by the insurgents. 

"Josele, Josele, ca t/ rob is;: stary" 
"hozuchy. bucisla dla te., polsl-iej wiary" (10). 

/"Josele, Josele, what arc? you doing there, old man-1" /M(I 
am mal-ing) sheepcoats and shoes for Polish soldiers"/ 

9) P. Will on si- a, Na_ggqra.ru cz u (1864), in PLsma_PayLin,/_=_Li 
WlLL°lisLi.ij.- VII, Poznari 1864, p. 4 6 

10) M.Dabrowsl- a, Pgwstani.e_lE363_r^._Pgwi tani i„wojnv_i_Ewgb ;•-
d./, Warsrawa 1916, p. 14 

http://Na_ggqra.ru
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J.LasI-r/s' poem "Trzy rymy" (Three rhymes) e,-presses hope 

that the Jews will contribute their share to the cause. In 

fontrymowicz-Ogirish's Pc~§d__e6£_m e>_iem (Half a century 

ago, 1912) a horse-smuggler sells a beautiful horse to the 

Poles for half the money he would have gotten from the Rus­

sians. "I ji jestem Polal-iem," — the Jew e plains — "i 

prosre_ Boga zeby nam poblogosiawi 1". (I too am a Pole, and I 

pray to God to bless our cause) (11). Finally, the outbreal 

of hostilities fills T.T.Jez s tavern-4 eeper with deep jo/. 

He rushes to mal-e his own contribution to the insurrectiona­

ry cause. 

Zydowi na twarzy jasniala wiell-a radosd. Wszedl--
52/, do ndg santych pal-̂  anil si^ wodzowi i natych-
miast mdwid zacz ajr: 
- Ach ' Jal if jB bzc^fil iw>, ze juz wid;^ Polal-dw 
co si^ ida^ bid1.. Da 3, Bare, wielmaznym panom 
s:c:^cie 1 :drowie. .. Daj, Eoie, abyscie ich po-
b 111 1 wype_d z 111 . . (. . ) 
-Ja tu troche^ rube] 1-6w prnywi6:i.. 
To mdwia^c, dob/* za_ l-aftana spar/ wezelel- 1 paia-
zyl na stole. <. . ̂  
-Dalem, com mi at w s!rz>ni.. Jeszcze mam na laha-
le, to jeszcze dam... Daj, Boze, zeb/ I-azdy rubel 
imieniJ sis= w lule^. („.) 
- Moja Ruchla, gwalt, chciaKi ze m n \ jechad, zeby 
sie_ na Folaldw popatrzed, ale ja JBJ powiedz1 at: 
siedi, babo, w domu, piecz chleb 1 szyj I-OSZUIG, 

zebys miata Pol at a czym nalarmid, jal przyjdzne 
glodny, 1 w co adziad, jal- prz7jdzie go*/. " (12) 

'Great joy shone on the Jew's face. Enter3ng (the 
room) he bowed deepl/ before the commander, and 
immediately started to tall s 
- Ah, how happy 1 am to see Poles who are going to 
fight... God bless you WJ th good lucl- and health.. 
With God's help you will beat them (the Russians'1 

and chase them away...(..) 
- I brought you here some rubles.. 
Saying this he tool- out from his _,acl-et a fairly 
large bundle and put it on the table. (..> 
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- I gave 
more of 
God 
(. . > 

-- My 
see 
her : 
so 
dres 

/ou what I had in my chest. The Iahal has 
my money, so I will give you more later.. 

willing, every ruble will turn into a bullet. 

to 

you, 
<W3 f e) Ruchl a 3 n 

to tal e a 
tay home, woman,, 

hat you can -feed 
', hj m J -f he need: 

nsisted that she go with me to 
lool at the Poles, but I told 
an, bal-e bread and sew shirts 
c?d a Pole l-f he is hungry and P o l e 

c l o t h 3 ng 

11) J . t o n t r / m o w j c r - Qg3 nsl l ,, EtlitSSl^gcbt; yiSi.L§?QLL E!QyiSs4 
hli tor^cSLQa, Chicago 1°12, p . 7 1 

3 2) T . T . J e n , Druqi.e_bgze_£r:z iL3£'2DI_§" pp . 125-1 : 
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III. AMBIVALENCE 

Although predominantly positive, the evaluation o-f Jew­

ish behaviour in contemporar/ Palish literature is not -free 

o-f ambivalence. These ambiguous -Feelings surface, for ins­

tance, in Norwid's short but telling account of Jewish atti­

tudes in the demonstration period. In a letter to a friend, 

Norwid depicts the traditionally dressed Polish Jews who 

a-ffer to purchase Warsaw s main prison, along with a -few 

cannons, from the Russians. The price of this unusual mer­

chandise, in which the reader is lil-ely to see symbols of 

Poland's historical experience rather than commercial ob­

jects, does not appear to matter to the Jews. This grotesque 

transaction emphasizes the Jews" inability to transcend the 

limitations of their materialistic ethos and thus identify 

with the elevated patriotic mood o-f the Poles. (135 

Limiting the discussion of this ambivalence to one o-f 

its characteristic manifestations, we will brie-fly review a 

few worl-s in which the patriotic "good Jew" is accompanied 

by his negative doubles an anti-Polish or non-patriotic "bad 

Jew". Frequently featured in the literature of that period, 

such pairs provide valuable information on the political 

13) C.h .Norwid, letter to A. Jelrowi ect i, ins Listy.^ 1839-
zli^l, in F,isfna_ws£ystLLi'. VIII, Warszawa 1971, p. 452 
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attitudes ascribed to various groups within Jewish society, 

and on the way in which these attitudes are ]inl-ed to their 

cultural characteristics. 

W-Wolsli's Polish-educated and throughly assimilated 

Mosiel- -Mojies: , whose only Jewish -feature is the lip-service 

he pays to Judaism, appears in tandem with his old—fashioned 

father. While Masiel-'s estrangement from the Jewish world is 

followed by his rejection of "cheating" (Mosiel earns his 

living "honestly"), his father, a ruthless Warsaw usurer, 

personifies capitalism. Even though he lowers his interest 

rates "by one penny" in reaction to the euphoria of Polish-

-Jewish brotherhood, we learn thats 

tyll-o dla sas-lug syna 
Dot ad m e ibito mu sl6ry. (14) 

/Only because of his son's merits/ did he not get a beating 
so far./ 

In T.T.Jez s Drug3.e__boze_g.r=yl_a2ani.e the patriotic 

tavern-leeper Srul never separates himself from his negative 

shadows an evil, non--patri otic tavern-l-eeper mcl named Ce­

sar. Cesar, a horse-smuggler and murderer and the head of a 

gang of professional thieves, does not mind serving as a 

Russian spy. In the uprising's last phase we see Cesar's 

gang, joined by the corrupt Russian administrator of the 

province, l-illmg, raping and robbing the civilian popula­

tion (15). A similar duo of Jewish tavern-l- eepers is fea-

34) W.Wolsli, op.cit., p.124 
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tured in J.trolmsU's JaneL_§i.<aiY_" While the "good" one 

plays a I-ey role in the insurrectionary movement, the "bad" 

one is hanged by the insurgents as an alleged Russian spy 

In J.LI rasnewsl-i's Ẑ'd the patriotic orientation of 

the pious, traditional Jews is contrasted with the attitudes 

of the wealthy, cosmopolitan and "godless" Warsaw bourgeoi­

sie. The latter's response to these; political events range-i 

from indifference to Poland's fate, profiting from economic 

cooperation with the Russians (including providing them with 

army supplies), planning the future "tal-eover" of Poland's 

economy, to active involvement in anti-Polish spying. The 

"bad Jew" in A. Urbansl- ] ' s Pod_LQlumnac__Zy.gmuQta, a worldly 

young man, shares some common cultural features with I-ra~ 

s,:ewsh's villains. This Jew, who earns his living b/ spying 

and staging political provocations for the Russians, is di­

rectly responsible for the demise of Natal 1, the noble Tal­

mud IC scholar, and of his ardently pro-Polish children., 

In J. I. (• raszewsl 1 * s Para_czerwgna the "good" and "bad" 

Jews appear on the scene almost simultaneously. The "bad" 

part is played by a tavern-4 eeper and hue young wife who 

happen to be recent converts to Christianity. The tavern-

--1 eeper is referred to as a "neofita", while his positive 

counterpart, the previously-mentioned young doctor, is m -

15) A discussion of both characters in terms of their common 
roots in the stereotype of the Jewish tavern-leeper can be 
found in M.Dpalsl-i, Ih(:=_Jewish_Tayj;rj2-h_eê  
LD_yLDsteenthrG§QiyCi_E°Lis-b_LL£e!ISture, Jerusalem 1986, pp. 
54-57 
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traduced as an "Inraelita, Pol at" (Israelite and Pole) (16) = 

h raszewsl 1 " s distrust of converts, an attitude widespread in 

contemporary writings and easily understood by their rea­

ders, appears to require no special justification (17). 

Stata (tarn) mala Jarczemla do I- torej pr^ewodnil-
Karola spoĉ a_cf na chwile_ wprowadzil. Znaleili tarn 
tyll-o s:yntar:a i szynl-arI e_, neofitdw, I-torym cos 
ile z acz6w patr:ato. Ostrzegair tez towarzys; 1 a-
rola, I; ludziom tym spelna dad wiary m e by-Jro 
mofna. (18) 

/(There) stood a litle tavern to which the guide 
led I aral for a short rest. Inside they found just 
the taverner and his wife, neophytes, whose appea­
rance did not inspire confidence. Farol's compa­
nion warned him that these people could not be 
fully trusted./ 

The taverner, found guilty by yg;.:_Eggul.i., is hanged by the 

rebels for alleged treason. After the execution, his re­

venge- seeling wife (who immediately- turns into a whore ser­

ving Russian officers), reveals the location of the rebels 

camp and joins the Russian soldiers in wildly profaning a 

rebel's grave. 

Finally, in J.D^ierzlowski"s and W.Sabowsli's Qhrzest 

QSLlLl' the role of the Jewish "bad guy" is played by a mo­

ney-minded wheat trader (Berel) who profits economically 

16) J.I.Iraszewsl l, Cara_Czerwgna, II, !• rat dw 1905, p. 178 

17) The most negative part in Zyd is also played by a con­
vert who is a Russian informer. In J.Narsymski s Qjc::\.m the 
rebels betrayed by a nobleman assume that the traitor is 
lil-ely to be a convert or £y.l_, a city dweller. 

18) J.I.Iraszewstl, op.cit., pp.165-166. 
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•from the war and, in addition, is a spy. He is contrasted 

with two positive -figures who represent the two most -fre­

quently featured types o-f "good guys"! the -faithful tavern-

-deeper (Mortl-o), on the one hand; and the ideally de-

-Judaized young enlightened Jew from Warsaw (Jozef), on the 

other. The moral and political orientations of these three 

Jewish stocl-figures are summarized by the authors as fol-

Pudy Beret byl typem Zyda-spel- ul anta, l-tdr/ na 
wszystl-o zapatruje sie_ :e stanowisl-a geszeflu. 
Wszyscy Zydzi sa^tal-imi po trosze, ale 3 nni poza 
geszeftem maja^ rodzine-j, maja^cos, da czega sie_ 
przywi ajzal 1 , a wyja_tlowi, jal- Mortl-o, potrafia^ 
nawet zapomnied o interesie, a ldealni, jal- Jozef 
umiejacnawet wzniesc siê  do wzni oslejszych uczuc l 
zapommed o wszysti-lm, co ma jal-11-ol wiel zwxâ zel-
z szacherl â. (19) 

/The red-haired Berel was the sort of Jewish spe­
culator who considers everything from the point of 
view of business dealings. All Jews are in part 
111-e this, but others have families and things 
other than their business to which they become 
attached; the exceptional ones among them, 111-e 
Mortl-o, even manage to forget their profits, while 
the ideal ones, 1 I I-e Jozef, manage to elevate 
themselves to more noble feelings and forget about 
anything related to dubious monetar/ operation1;,/ 

19) J. Dz lerzl-owsl-I , W. Sabowsl-i , Qht_zest p_ol_s!_i., Lwdw 1S77, 
p. 229 
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IV. THE GOOD GUYS AND THE BAD GUYS 

The pattern that emerges -from this brief review applies 

to most 19th-century fiction dealing with the theme of the 

uprising. The social and cultural characteristics attributed 

to both positive and negative Jewish characters are remai-

tably stable. Two prevailing types of "bad guys" find their 

equivalents in two varieties of "good guys". The first of 

two negative stereotypes is the traditional Jewish villain, 

most prominently represented by (a) the "treacherous aren-

darz", typically the tavern-l eeper, a character deeply 

rooted in Polish tradition. Paradoxically, the bad tavern-

-keepers serve as models for the good ones, the patriotic 

Janl-iels, figures shaped by a symmetrical reversal of fea­

tures traditionally attributed to the "bad guy". The second 

type of villain is (b) the imy_rop.erl.Y. modernized, secular 

urban Jew. This group of characters, which occasionally in­

cludes Jewish converts to Christianity, has been extensively 

discussed in the chapter devoted to the 1950s, On the posi­

tive side the most prominent role is played by (c) the 

"faithful arendar:", most often the good tavern-leeper, and 

(d) the young, fully Polonized member of the Jewish intelli­

gentsia. The/ form two distinct pairs of "bad" and "good 

guys" (a %/ c and b 8< d) which correspond respectively to the 

older and the more recent Jewish stereot/pes. 
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Some elements of this pattern have been observed by 

scholars dealing with various aspects of the theme of the 

uprising, mainly with its treatment by J.I.frss:ewstl. In 

this context B. Osmdl si a-Pi si orsl a, S.Brul-ot and A.Zyga tal-e 

note o-f the negative treatment of the rich bourgeoisie. 

B.Qsmalsl- a -F isl- or si a goes a step -farther by noticing a pat­

tern in the depiction o-f Jews supporting the Polish cause. 

She correctl/ divides the great majority o-f the literary 

"good guys" into the two distinct types characterized above. 

While the negative portrayals o-f the wealthy bourgeoisie 

("wiell a -f 1 nansjera" ) — as apposed to the patr lotical ly~ 

--minded townpeople ("mieszczanstwo") -- arB discussed in the 

context o-f ono particular author,, the typology proposed by 

B. Osmol si- a-F'isI- orsl- a applies to Polish literature in general 

(20) , 

The "-faithful tavern-4 eeper" is a traditional Jew who 

combines Polish patriotism with a deep attachment to Jewish 

I radition. The Jew"s Polish sentiments result -from his long­

standing exposure to Polish cultural influences, an exposure 

predicated on his economic ties to the gentile world. Even 

though the Jew's feudal loyalty to his landlord's cause ap­

pears as a powerful emotional drive, it is outweighed by his 

religious motivations. The "faithful arendarz" is frequently 

depicted as a patriarchal figure who thinls in terms of ana-

20) B. Osmdlsl-e-Pisl-orsl a, op.cit., pp. 38 and 218s S.Brul-ot, 
E'QW!•!££! ws^olczesne 186331887 J2.I-.LCSS=ews£i.ego, I- ral- 6w 
1967, p.126? A.Zyga, op.cit., pp. 201-202 
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logies between the biblical tradition and contemporary Po­

lish reality- Janl-iel the tavsrn-l eeper, in Mid iewicz"s Pan 

ladgusz (1834), the sp_ir1tus_movens behind a pro-Napoleonic 

conspiracy to regain Poland's independence, ic the obvious 

prototype of these figures. In the poem, Janl-iel " s tavern is 

not onl / the place? where national traditions srcs preserved, 

but also the place where political action is planned. En­

trusted by tht local nobility with the most delicate politi­

cal missions, Jantiel acts as liaison between Polish noble­

men in Lithuania and pro-Polish forces operating outside the 

province. Thus conservative Jew is among the most trusted 

men o-f the mysterious priest. Father Robal- , and one o-f the 

•few to I now Robal- * s real identity as well as the role he 

plays in the patriotic conspiracy. 

The tremendous impact of Pan^Jadeucz " s Janl-iel is ma­

nifest not only in the name Janl-iel, common 1 / given to pat­

riotic Jews, but also in direct references. For example, in 

"Synowie Izraela" Z.Felitowicz paraphrases the famous scene 

in which Janl-iel plays the Polish national anthem in front 

of noblemen. Mid iewtc:'s slightly altered words serve Feli-

towncz as a metaphorical description of the outstanding mi­

litary deeds of his Jewish character (21). 

Quotations from Pan_Tadeusz are even more numerous in 

Dw5_ISC.sele, a poem in which both Micl-iewicz and his Janl-iel 

21) Z.Felitowicz, "Synowie Israel a", in landarm1__gbraze!: z 
i§4!" Paris 1864, p.37. On Janl-iel as prototype of the "qood 
Jew" see also M.Opalsti, op.cit., pp. 52-53 
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appear as major literary characters. Together, they lay the 

•foundations for an alliance o-f the two Israels. Janl-iel, an 

inspired biblical patriarch who predicts Landy's death in 

1861, is a figure overloaded with literary symbolism. He 

personifies the glory of ancient Israel and the "arl of the 

alliance" between Poles and Jews. He also serves as the per­

sonification of Polish patriotism. Janliel's cultural con-

i.ierv'atism — as opposed to the new lifestyle spreading out 

from Germany — constitutes an integral element of this per­

sona f1cation. 

0' Niemcy macie swoich Mendelsonow 
I ol-rytego laurem Mayerbera 
A my nas:ego bosl-iego Jantiela 
t ochanta Litwy, Polsli przyjaciela. <22) 

/Oh Germans, you have your Mendelssohns /and your famous 
Meyerbeer/ while we have our divine Janl-iel/ Lithuania's 
lover and Poland's friend./ 

3n I-raszewsf l ' s worts the degree of piety, and the ex­

tent to which the character observes Jewish traditions, 

clearly indicate his political attitudes (23). Future poli­

tical choices of the characters can be easily extrapolated 

from Zy.d's lengthy description of a Saturday celebration in 

a provincial town. While the "Israelite" Janflei Mewes ob­

serves the Sabbath with love and great religious zeal, Dawid 

Seebach, his neighbor across the street, demonstrates his 

contempt for tradition. Accordingly, Janl-iel turns out to be 

a righteous man and a sincere patriot. As might be expected 

22) M.N., Dwa_l£raele, in Pami aJti_i._5._1863_ro£u, p. 19 
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o-F a -figure given such a symbolic name, he does not hesitate 

to assist a rebel chased by the police and to provide shel­

ter -for the wounded. Although he is introduced as a "mec 

chant", Janliel's professional life is passed over in si­

lence, and he seems to spend most of his time praying. 

On the other hand, the strongly acculturated ("neither 

Polish nor Jewish") Seebach family is immersed in dubious 

financial operations, including moneylending. Dawid See-

bach's only concern \n profiting from the war, which he 

hopes wall enable him to leave the ghetto. Both these objec­

tives ultimately draw him close to the assimilated Warsaw 

bourgeoisie, I- raszewsl- 1* s favorite source of villains. The 

theme of Dawid's cynical seduction of Janl i s T s daughter 

provides i raszewsl 1 with one more opportunit/ to contrast 

the two characters. 

A --similar difference in attitude toward tradition op­

poses the patriot Natali and the spy Rubin in Pod__£alumna^ 

Zygmunta. Natal 1 incarnates the best features of the retro­

spectively idealised religious Jew. He does not question the 

existing social order, while his modernized opponent dreams 

of a society which would allow him to forqet his Jewishness. 

These anti-emancipatory overtones, the lint Urbarisl 1 estab­

lishes between modernization and moral corruption on the one 

hand, and righteousness and a traditional lifestyle on the 

other, appear clearly in the following dialogues 

23) See A.Zyga, op.cit., p.201 
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NATALI: 

Nasz Zal on - nas: Zal on ' 
Ty s Z y d em „ Rub in" 

RUBIN; 

Cz y mz e'-' 

NATALI: 

Ty"" Tys n iczem 1 

A z a l i s p e i m a s z za lonu p r z e p i s y n 

C u l n i a ^ i sercem, t y s n i e Zyd. 

RUBIN: 

Przesady' 
Swxat naprz6d Iroczy. (24) 

/N: Our law, our law/ Are you still a Jew, F'Libin'V R: What 
else"V N: You" You Ar<3 nothing1 Do you -follow our lew n/ You 
are Jewish neither in your heart nor in the way you dress/ 
Rs Superstitions' The world goes forward./ 

In contrast to this preoccupation with the patriotic 

brand of Judaism, the economic aspect of Polish-Jewish rela­

tions subsides in importance in the literary output of the 

1860s, After a brief euphoria, however, the economic ques­

tion reappears with increased intensity in the literary 

treatment of Jews. The "good guys" of both Iinds not only 

Dipress contempt for the "godlessness" of the emancipated 

Jews, but strongly criticize their "materialism". Removed 

from the content of their usual economic activities, the 

patriotic Jews are described primarily or solely in terms o-{ 

their political loyalties. Unless they reverse the direction 

24) A.Urbansli, op.cit., p.187 
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o-f their capitalist activities (providing Poles with money 

instead o-f accumulating it), they are reluctant to engage in 

any business dealings whatever. 

This is not to say that the ant1-capital 1st ideolog/ in 

its 1850s -form lost its appeal in the -following decade. On 

the contrary, it was easily incorporated in the nationalis­

tic mysticism o-f the early 1860s, while mane/ matters became 

monopolized by various Jewish villains. According to the 

historian W.Przyborowsl l, the insurrectionary years were 

marled by anti -mater lal ist demagoguery and rejection o-f the 

evolutionary approach to social life. The radicals condemned 

the "disgusting consumerism" of society and rejected prog­

rams aimed at strengthening the nation's social and material 

well-being on the ground that these represented a threat to 

genuinely patriotic feelings. W. Prz yborowsl- i gives a de­

tailed account of angry reactions to a press article which 

dismissed these slogans as "the demagoguer/ of the street". 

The anonymous author of a poem published in response tp this 

article maintained that: 

"handel nie zbawi, nie wznieci dueha mitosci, du-
cha ofiary", :G "niech rac^ej ,zgtuchnie ten gwar 
gie-ldowy I te rozprawy el- onomi c:ne, niieli pacierz 
nas: Chrystusowy I nasze swojsl- ie g+osy uliczne". 
<25> 

/"Trade will not redeem us, will not generate 
feelings of love and sacrifice"; "better the tu-
mul t of the money marl- et and of economi c debate be 
silenced than our Christian prayer, and the fami­
liar noises of the street."/ 
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Even though the nan- and ant t-patriotic attitudes-, of 

the Jewish bourgeoisie are discussed in predominant!/ ethi­

cal, political and psychological categories, the anli-capi-

talist bias surfaces regularly. This discussion centers 

around the ley concept of "the worship of the golden calf", 

a quasi-rel1gious veneration of the power of money which is 

associated primarily with the most secular strata of Jewish 

society. Their "godless" ethos is contrasted with the values 

ascribed to both Christianity and traditional Judaism. In 

other words, total Pol onization or traditional Judaism are 

alternative paths enabling the Jew to transcend the soulless 

materialism inherent in the Jewish tradition. 

The anti-capi tal ist ethos of the? "ideally assimilated" 

Jew is \ery pronounced. An unexpected inheritance allows 

Jal-ub Hamon, the son of a poor village tavern-l eeper, to 

spend a fortune on philanthropic activities without engaging 

in the potentially "dishonest" process of accumulating mo­

ney- Jhe PoLllb-.kslEt.is.rn'' s "ideal Jew", Jozef, manages to 

"forget" completely about money. Raised in Warsaw as the-

only son of a Podolian Jewess, Jozef becomes a painter, 

Wsrdd samych prawio Polal-ow wychowai- sie_ J6zef; 
usposobi em e I t6r & wz i ajr po matce w m m wyTobi3ro 
pope^d wyzszy do w==z ystl lego co szczytne 1 wiell-ie. 
(..) /Jozef/ miai serce poetyczne i wyisze zdol-
nosci . Dzieje polsl-iej Ojczyzny studiowai, unosi-i 
sie_ pol si-â  poez jcj., spiewai pjeini polsl-ie, a gdy 
sie_ w m m rozbudzil: talent do ma I ar stwa, rzucat na 
pl6tno same polsl-ie przednuoty. (Z^) 

25) ;W. Przyborowsl- l / , bl§tgr ia„dw6ch_l_at__1060^13^2 przez 
Z.L.S., introductory part 1856-1860, I, 1-râ  6w 1891, pp.189-
191 
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/J&ze-f was raised in an almost purely Polish en­
vironment. The character which he inherited from 
his mother drove him to everything sublime and 
grandiose. /Josef/ had the heart of a poet and was 
highly gifted. He studied the history of his Po­
lish fatherland, exalted over Polish poetry, sang 
Polish songs and, when his talent for painting 
crystallized, he stucl to Polish themes alone. / 

And vice-versa: the professionally active "bad guys" retain 

a strong 3 ml to the most "tricl-v"' aspects of the capitalist 

economy and successfully resist PolonizatLon. 

J6zef, Jalub, Wolsli"s Mosiel-, Urbansli's Jahela and 

other "ideal Jews" serve as literary models of QCQyer 

assimilation. They share a fascination with Palish culture 

in its distinctively romantic form. They identify themselves 

— and are referred to by non-Jews — as "Poles" or "Poles 

of the Mosaic persuasion". A love affair with a Polish pat­

riot, whom for various reasons the/ never marry, frequently 

provides an additional factor attracting them to everything 

Polish. Mixing political campaigning with missionar/ activi­

ty, they tend to engage in pro-Polish militancy among Jews. 

Actively seeling Jewish support for the Poles, they outline 

the conditions to be met by Jews before they can achieve 

full integration into Polish society. 

Even though they are completely Polonized culturally. 

26) Characteri sti cal 1 y, Jozef bears no 1 I I-eness to his fa­
ther, an enlightened Warsaw merchant, but tal-es after the 
"higher nature" of his mother. The ardent patriotism of the 
latter originated in the Jewess love-affair with a Polish 
uhlan. J. Dzierrl-owsl-l , W.Sabowsli, Chrzest E.gl.sl_i_, Lwow 
1877, pp. 126-7 
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these characters never change their religious allegiance,, 

the last element tying them to the Jewish world. Their devo­

tion to Judaism varies both in intensity and in the way it 

affects the characters" behaviour. Urbansl-i uses Jahela's 

religious feelings to explain both her pro-Pol: sh leanings-, 

and the absence of a happy ending in her love affair with an 

insurgent. Jal-ub's endless religious preachings outline a 

recipe for the proper modernization of the Jews. \ raszewsl1 

contrasts Jal-ub"s ideal combination of European education, 

Polish patriotism and traditional Judaism with the disap­

pointing effects of modernization based on secular values 

but not followed by Pol on IZ at 1 on . Jal-ub, his porte-parole in 

2yd, sees the latter as a potential threat to good Polish-

-Jewish relations. Mosiel-, who "does not understand" the 

teachings of the Talmud, Mishns and Gemara, observes neither 

the Sabbath nor the dietary laws and, in general, "-fecit 

life a Christian", nevertheless uses the previously-quoted 

Messianic arguments in his pro-insurrectionary lobb/mg 

among Jews. Jcizef, too, successfully re-educates his grand­

father and other Podolian relatives by teaching them Polish 

patriotism, the Polish language and the rules of proper 

ethical conduct. Religious symbols and rhetoric in the ser­

vice of the idea of Polish-Jewish reconciliation are a stan­

dard element in the treatment of the "Jew with the cross" .in 

his numerous incarnations. 
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V. THE MOTIVATIONS OF THE JEWS 

Eiome perceptions of the motivations which drove the 

Jews to support the Polish cause have been analyzed in pre­

vious chapters. The most pronounced motivation is the Jews 

moral and religious identification with the Poles. Admira­

tion for Polish culture and contempt -for the Russian culture 

(both understood in predominantly spiritual terms; reappear 

a\s -factors mobilizing Jewish support. In the discussion o-f 

the revolt conducted in Zac-î ze (1912), one o-f W.Siero-

szewsli's characters utters the following highly characte­

ristic r emar !• : 

Bye PoJal-iem - to dJrugo, a moze nigdy, m e b^dzie 
dobrym interesem. Byd Pol atiem to znaczy nalezec 
do wielliego.. cierpiema1 Dotychczas porywalismy 
i zarazali innych, tych Niemcow I tych Zyddw, je-
dynie naszym wiell-im, o-fiarnym uczuciem. (27; 

/To be a Pole may not for a long time, perhaps 
never, mean good business. To be a Pole means Lo 
belong to a community of suffering1 So far we have 
thrilled and infected others, those Germans, those 
Jews,, with our great sacrificial feeling alone./ 

The moti-f of the common enemy, which presents Poles and 

Jews as victims o-f the same oppressor, linls literary per­

ceptions more closely to political reality. The anti-Jewish 

prejudice of the Poles is played down or dismissed as a 

27) W.Sieroszewsl- l , Zacisze (1912), Warszawa 1°62, pp. 125-6 
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"weed planted by the oppressors" which, seriously weal- ened 

by the demonstrations, is bound to disappear in the future, 

independent Poland, After victory, eternal brotherhood will 

reward the Jews for their support. The radical camp's ad­

dress of March 2, 1861, to the Jews worded as a Jewish ap­

peal to the Jews, strongly emphasized all these elements. 

...chceciei poznac prawdziwego ducha narodun Ota, 
widzicie, :aledwi(? troche* wolnie.i oddycha, a ju: 
taptani jega we wszystl-ich I ascn otach tul-.ejszych 
ozwal I sie stowami milosci i braterstwa 1-u nam, 
przyznajaji nas za dzieci Ojczynny, 1- t6ra ad a s m m 
wietbw ^amieszkijemy- (..) W mniemanych meprzyja-
ciotch Ujrzel 3 smy naszych przyjaci6ls "sta-to s i | 
to m e si-3ra_, nie przemoc^, ale duchem maim," rzel-ir 
Bcig. Pan B6g to zriadzit, unbrajaj^c w odwage_ lu-
dri s; 1 achetnych, aby przemowili :a nasra^spraw^., 
a wrogdw Polsl-i, rozsiewaj^L/ch nienawiic mie_dzy 
jej dziecmi, si azai na mj]c:enie (28^, 

/'Do you want to I now the real spirit o-f the na­
tion'1 /ou see, no sooner did it breathe slightl/ 
more freely than its priests in all churches add­
ressed us in words full of love, recognizing in us 
children of the-; fatherland in which we have lived 
for eight centuries. (..) Our presumed enemies 
turned out to be our friends, and "it happened not 
through violence but through my spirit"', says the 
Lord. The Lord manifested his will b/ bestowing 
upon nob] e people the courage to speal- for us, 
whale He silenced Poland's enemies who spread ha­
tred among its children./ 

Final 1/, thi<- literature emphasizes the long tradition 

o-f a Jewish presence in Poland, which tied the Jew histori­

cal 1/ and emotionally to the Polish soil. The -feeling of 

collective gratitude for the "new Jerusalem" which the Jews 

28) The address to Jews of March 2, 1861, in: /W.Przyborow-
sl-i/ op. cit., II, fral-ow 1893, pp. 114-115. The passage 
deixling with the enemies who turned out to be friends may be 
an echo o-f I^rumsztyl- s sermon delivered in the s/nagogue 
on IMalewl-i street. 
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found there is commonly held to be responsable -for the oc­

curring improvement of Jewish attitudes toward their host 

country. In these explanation- of the political behavior of 

Jews the collective "debts of gratitude" converge with the 

settling of individual accounts. By his loyalty to the in­

surrectionary cause Wolsl-i's Mosiel- expresses gratitude to 

his friend and mentor, a young Polish nobleman, who twice 

saved his life. In Junosza's E.CQLW the tavern-4 eeper sa/es 

the life of a nobleman who previously saved his. T.T.Jei 

emphasizes the personal ungratefulness of the horse-thief 

Cezar, whose children found love and cars among Poles (gro­

wing up "in the landlady's lap"). The question of moral 

debts going bact to the uprising occupies a central place in 

Asnyl- ' s Zy_d. The play s Polish character, who awes his life 

to a Jew, lools for a way of repaying the debt. 

Jewish patriotism, as portra/ed in the literature on 

the 1S63 revolt, derives from two socio-psychological sour­

ces. The first approach emphasizes the element of sudden 

illumination, while-' the second views the hero's pro-Polish 

attitudes as the culmination of a stereotypically depicted 

process. The former approach is best illustrated by the phe­

nomenon of the "Jew with the cross", or by the sudden moral 

impulse which transforms Jen's Srul from a horse thief into 

a saint. The latter, which applies to the "ideal" Jew alone, 

gives a brief account of his individual evolution. Sporadi­

cal 1, — as in the case of Jozef's mother and her love af­

fair — the beginnings of this process are traced one gene-
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ration bacl-. The "xri<?al Jew's" road to total Polomzation 

typically includes moving to Warsaw, acquiring a modern Po­

lish education, love -for a Pole, rejection o-f the Jewish 

heritage except -for religion (a special emphasis is placed 

on its capitalist and linguistic aspects), and participation 

in a crusade aimed at promoting Polish interests among Jews. 

These preparatory steps are. -followed by the character's in­

volvement in the insurrectionary movement. 

Literature produced later in the century emphasizes the 

element o-f moral commitment made by the Jews in the years 

1861-1862. The deterioration o-f Pol ish-Jewi sh relation* af­

ter the 1864 de-feat is presented as the unilateral -failure 

o-f the Jews to I eep the promises given to the Pole's, in the 

early 1860s. In retrospect, the Poles acceptance o-f the 

Jewish commitment (which is typically requested by the Jew­

ish side> was increasingly portra/ed as conditional. The 

list of Polish expectations grew longer and was accompanied 

by constant modification of its content. This interpretation 

of Polish-Jewish reconciliation underlies the following 

scene from J. I. I- r aszewsl l * s Zy.d, in which the Jewish offer 

of friendship is being accepted by a young rebel. 

Winy sa<_ z obu stron i z obu stron s:c;ere przeba-
czeme x lapommenie o przesziosci wyjsc powinno. 
Wiel inny, oswiata rozpowszechniana, wszystl-o na= 
teraz zblizyc l przejednac zmusza.. Wycia.gamy dio-
nie... Nie odp/chajcie ich... 
-My1 mi ode pololeme 1 - zawoiai Iwas - m/ bysm, 
mieli was odpychac ' ' Mozeszze to prz y-pusci c"' Ina.,-
dao 5ie, P = esady, wstrejty , resztl- l niedogniivch wy-
obrazen, pozosta3rosci dawnych wietow.. ale ogAi.. 
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sicnerze warn diori wyci^gme. Badzcien bracmi, ale 
ba_ddcje nimi w duchu, m e w siowie, w czynie, a 
m e pozorem tyltoi b^d;cie nienit nie tyll-o w chwi-
li powodnenia, ale w pracy 1 w boleici.. (2?) 

/The guilt is on both sides; both sides should 
sincerely -forgive each other and forget about the 
past. The new century, and widespread education, 
force us to seel- reconciliation and cooperation. 
We hold out our hand.. Do not repel it.. 

We, the young generation' - exclaimed Iwas -
would we repel /our hand"' How can /ou assume any­
thing J lie this"11 The remnants of past centuries, 
some not altogether rotted remainders of prejudice 
and old concepts ma/ still be there, but the so­
ciety as <3 whole... will sincerely extend its hand 
to /ou. Be our brothers, but brothers in spirit 
rather than in word; brothers in deed rather than 
in appearence. Be our brothers in time of success, 
but also in war I- and suffering. 

The- search for a more complex image of Jewish responses 

to the political events of this period is doomed to certain 

•failure. The pattern of depicting society as a mystical or­

ganism, miraculously united by the force of patriotic feel­

ings, cr/stallizes in the 1860s and grows lasting roots in 

the literar/ legend of the uprising. Despite signs of diffe­

rentiation in the writers" approach to the social reality of 

the uprising, the powerful myth of national unity retains 

much of its original vitality to the end of the period under 

study. In the context of this myth, often disseminated by 

literature in total disregard of the -facts, the Jews appear 

in tandem with such highly symbolic figures as pro-Polish 

officers in the Russian army, various LQsyjijuerzy., craftsmen 

devoted to the insurrectionary cause and even patriotical1y-

minded LH rai ni ans. In W„Qg.ni.u_wol,Qgici_, where most of the 

29) J.I.Iraszewsh, Zy.d, I-ral-6w I&60, pp. 128-12^ 
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above-mentioned character55 appear, an attaci- carried out b/ 

LQiy.Qi.erzv. under Janl-iel's command allows the rebels to win 

a decisive battle. Similarly, the unit commanded by J6zef in 

EbCSJMii asL§Li. ^ composed of poor craftsmen, worlers, and 

other popular figures. 

The myth o-f national unity also surfaces in the form of 

the Polish writers far-reaching reluctance to note and to 

discuss the particular interests of various social strata. 

R.Czepulis notes the stnling scarcity of informatJon on 

Poland's social structure in the memoristic literature of 

the period of the uprising (305. The same appears to be true 

of the insurrectionary poetry (31). The unquestionable prio­

rity given to the independence issue overshadows the 30-

-called "Iwestia socjalna" (the social question), including 

the future status of the Jews. The low priority t/pically 

given to social matters in the earl/ 1860s has been acl now-

1 edged by several contemporary observers: 

f westie tpoleczne wstrzajsaja_ce obecme pierwszo-
rz^dnymi paristwami europe jsl-1 mi (..) byty oboj^tne 
dla umysi 6w polslich, najwi^si nawet biedac/ za--
pommeli o dr<%czajzej ich ne.dzy, zwraca_,a_c m/sl 1 do 
spraw ojczyzny 1 jfoj nies:c2|dliwego polozenia. 
(32) 

/Polish minds were indifferent to social issues 
which shal-e today the most powerful European 

30) R.Czepulis, op.cit, p.332 

31) 2. Nx emierowsl- a , op.cit. p. 10 

32^ !- . Gregorewicz , P__l ̂ _LCi'tic_ZQ__n__w_ga___ _ r_136__ 
iB62_ i i63_L_z_aczerani.eJ.e_.z_ni.ch _wiL§^^w!_i__D_gl.it.2'czne_z_2Qz 
W9du_Brac__D_e_____y, Lwciw 18S0, p. 95 

http://LQiy.Qi.erzv
http://ii63_L_z_aczerani.eJ.e_.z_ni.ch
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states. Even the most deprived forgot their mise­
ry, turning instead their attention toward issues 
concerning their -fatherland and its unfortunate 
situation./ 

The opinions expressed b/ literary characters who speal -for 

the authors -faith-full/ reflect these prevailing attitudes. 

Stw6rzmy rozumna^ i trwala,, podstawe^ narodowego by-
tu, niepodleglasd, a dopiero przystapm/ do rozwiaj-
zywania zadama spotecznego. (33) 

/First let us create a reasonable and stable basis 
for the nation's existence, independences then we 
will proceed to solve the social question./ 

0 zasady spierac sie_ bejdzie dose czasu wtedy, h e -
dy jui b|d:iemy u siebie. (34) 

/We will have enough time to argue about princi­
ples (i.e. the shape of the future society) when 
we are finally masters in our own house./ 

The Jewish theme is not the only one affected by the power­

ful emphasis on national unity. The reluctance to confront 

socio-political real it/ strongl/ marl-s the image of peasant 

involvement in the movement, even though the "peasant ques­

tion" is undoubtedly the single most widely recognized so­

cial issue. Wor! s dealing with the 1863 theme are full of 

individual peasant partisans, regular peasant units (among 

which L91iDLiCS£ enjoy understandable popularity) and even 

peasant officers. In some of these worts, such as E.Lubow-

sti's novel SllQi_i_stabi. (1865), peasants are depicted as 

33) W.loszczyc, Wv.br arte £_l.gsy, II, p.27 

345 Spiridion (E. Lubowsl- i ) §klQ.i _i _si;abi , II, \ ral ow 1365, 

http://Wv.br
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the driving force of the movement (35). The peasant masses1 

passive and often openly hostile attitude toward the upris­

ing is rarely discussed before the publication of Zeromst 1 " s 

crucial worts, on the January uprising (36> . With some minor 

exceptions (such as <J few scenes in M.Balucti s Prz ebudzeni. 

(1864; or J.Narz/mstI's Qj.cz £m '1372)), this literature 

tends to hide, pace over in silence or even distort the 

painful truth (7~7) . 

Finally, the 1iterar/ appeals for national unity fre­

quently allude to the ethnic and religiuos conflicts in the 

Ulraine. For instance, in J. Zachryasiewicz ' s BmeJt^Jur the 

Warsaw demonstration of April 8, 1861, strongly impresses 

two visitors from Eastern Galicia, relatives who are divided 

by conflicting national lo/alties (Polish versus LHraiman) 

and religious allegiances (Greet Orthodox versus Catholic) 

within the family- Not only do the/ reconcile, but they also 

both shed blood while attempting to tate over the cross from 

the hands of the fallen "Jew with the cross". Transformed by 

this experience, they return home and devote their energies 

35) On LubowstI"s image of peasant involvement see J.Detto, 
Wsg.6iuczgstnic£_QargdDwej._SBr§wy., Warszawa JQ73, pp. 16-18 

36) This theme, first introduced by Zeromst i in BQ2dzi.gb.ia. 
QiMs_.JLcyL.Is WLSQy (1S94), was further elaborated in W__CD_ 
CS___ < 1912)3 A. Strug" s collection of stories Q_cawi.e nasi. 
(1912), also devotes A great deal of attention to this 
lssue. 

37) On the question of the literary perceptions of peasant 
involvement see Z.Zabicti, introduction to J.Narzymsti, 0_-
czy.m, op. c it., pp. LXXXIII-XCII ~ 

http://Qj.cz
http://BQ2dzi.gb.ia
http://QiMs_.JLcyL.Is
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to promoting social peace and Palish patriotism in the 

LW rai ne (78) . 

38) J. Zacharyasiewic;, ^w^gti:_Jyri._Jarema, II, Lipsl- 1873, 
pp. 123-144 
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VI. THE IMAGE OF THE FUTURE 

The source of many misperceptions of Jewish attitudes 

lies in the prevailing political mentality, which was shaped 

tay a romantic worldview. l-raszewsl i * s view of the Januar / 

uprising, stril ingi/ similar to those of many <\-f not most) 

contemporary F'ol i sh writers, is described as -follows in a 

study dealing with hin concept of patriotism. 

Z tego splotu wypadi dw tyll-o foruecznoid prawdzi-
wego "uob/watelnierua" chtopa i wc i ajgruqcie go do 
walli o wyzwolerne narodowe b/ia dla I raszewshego 
_,asna, natomiash cala. resita przedstawiala mu si^ 
w sposdb oderwany od rzecz ywi'-:tych warunl-dw el-ono-
micznych 1 spoleczn/ch, qidwrne js\ a w/nil w:ru-
s:eri, te_slnot, diiatania zerca 1 inst/nl tu. (. . ̂  W 
zarliwej atmosferze "el-staz/ narodowej", \ tors 
i ego z dam em - byla na_5wi ejl-szym osi agru ejzi em mani-
festacji, rue b,to miojsca n<.\ wal I- i polit/czne. 
(..) hraszewsli 1- r /t y\ owat W] el opol si 1 ego :a to, 
ze obserwuj^c przebieg manifestacji warszawslich 
wymyslii "hydre, rewolucji socjalnej" (...) podczas 
gdy byly one "tyllo" sprawa. narodowat, sprawacpol-
s!a. (..) Dloljcznosci polityczne, walla narodowa 
o wyswolenie, stwarza-ly podatny grunt dla tral to-
wania narodu jal o calosci„ do szulsnia idealnych 
wi^z6w majajrych uzasadnid spoistosd narodowa,. (.„) 
F'roblem "uobywatelruenia" H a s n i eszl achcl 1 ch wi-
dziai I-raszewsl 1 w tych samych I ategoriach co czo-
iowi romant/cy polscy. (39) 

/The necessity of granting civil rights to pea­
sants as a means of winning their support in the 
struggle for national independence was the only 
one of these interwoven factors of which Irasiew-

39) E.Warzenica, "I oncepcja patrs otyzmu w powiesciach I- ra­
szewsl lego o powstaniu styczni owym" , in D:i_ed:ictwg Il.tc-
r.£l£LL^_B9W!s£iiQLS_lfe.xt£QIQy^3Q'< Warszawa 1964, pp. 164-165. 
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si-1 was clearly conscious. All the rest appeared 
to him to be chiefly the result of emotions and 
longings, of impulses dictated by heart and ins­
tinct detached from real socio-economic condi­
tions. In the feverish atmosphere of the "national 
ecstasy" (i.e., the wave of demonstrations of 
1861-1862) in which Iras;ewsll saw the highest 
achievement of the national spirit, there was no 
place for political struggle. I- rasnewsl i criti­
cized Wielopolsll"s view of the Warsaw demonst­
rations for associating the latter with the "mons­
ter of social revolution", at a time when the de­
monstrations were "only" the expression of the 
Polish national cause. The political circumstan­
ces, i.e., the struggle for national independence, 
created fertile ground for the treatment of the 
nation as a whole and the search for ideal ties 
that would justify national unity. (.„) I-r as news I-l 
saw the issue of civil rights for the non-noble 
strata of Polish society in categories identical 
with those of the leading Polish romantics. 

3n the literary legend of the uprising we find no refe­

rence to a number of crucial reforms made by Alexander II 

under the pressure of revolutionary turmoil. L11-e man/ other 

important developments, the acquisition of equal rights 

(1862) and further changes in the status of the Jews f1866) 

remained unnoticed by Polish authors. Although in the pre-

-lnsurrectionary years the press as a whole discussed se­

lected "Jewish" matters more frequently, the "Jewish ques­

tion" — as a political and social issue transcending that 

of Polish independence — left few if any traces in contem­

porary Polish belles lettres. 

The literary depictions of Jewish life in the insurrec­

tionary period contain no concrete information concerning 

the nature of the "oppression" from which the Jews suffer. 

The image of Jewish suffering, typically wrapped in biblical 
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symbolism or portrayed against the bad ground of ancient 

Rome, is marled by a lacl- of distinctively East-European 

elements. No mention is made of fiscal restrictions or mea­

sures limiting the geographical mobility or business acti/i-

ty of the Jews. The visions of future Pol 1sh-Jewich rela­

tions tend to be short on specific details. The insurrectio­

nary literature, and especial 1/ ttt, poetry, e;;alts th'_? co­

ming "happier times" and "paradise" in which Poles and Jews 

— united by common suffering — will worl- harmoniously side 

b/ side (40). It promises a lasting "reconciliation" of the 

three quarreling brothers (i.e. nobility-, peasantry and 

Jews) (4 1), and Jewish membership in a fraternal community 

uniting all social and religious group- (42). The "second 

Rebecca" offering water to a thirsty Pole symbolizes hopes 

far the continuing Jewish support (43) which will await un­

shaken the ne;ct round in the common fight for Poland's inde­

pendence (44 ) . 

The concepts of "uob/watel m e m e" (acquisition of the 

right of citizenship) and "rdwnouprawnienie" (acquisition of 

40) "Modlitwa Zydow warszawsl-l ch w rotu 1861", 
niu Z/da polsl-iego", both by unl-nown authors, 
l-iewicz, ap.cit. , pp.102 and L07 

41) W.Wolsli, "Mral l nor. I", in C.romy_t.i_, Brulsela 1863, 
pp.5-6 

42) Spiridion, /E. Lubowsl- i /, SlLQi_L_si^bi_, II, l-ral-ow 1865, 
p. IS 

43) T.Lenartowicz, "Izrael", in Zbi.6r_£oet6w_egl li.i.ch _X I X~gg 
meitL- '*'•< Warszawa 185*?, p. 64 

44) W.Wolsl-i, "Mosiel", in J. Wi nczal-I ewi cz , op.cit., pp. 
127-128 

"G-los w imie~ 
in J.Wincza-
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equal rights), mentioned quite frequently m the context of 

Jew]sh expectations to be fulfilled in an independent Po­

land, ar& characteristically vague. Generally ".indistinguish­

able from the idea of Polish-Jewish "brotherhood", the/ re­

fer ho a large roster of concepts of cultural and psycholo­

gical rapprochement. Most frequently', the/ are identified 

with an already occurring improvement in everyda/ Polish-

-Jewish encounters. All these interpretations discuss Jewish 

equality in terms of a specific atmosphere rather than in 

terms of legal rules. The emphasis on the spiritual nature 

of Polish-Jewish brotherhood underlies the frequently-voiced 

opinion that the equality of nghts granted to Jews by the 

"people of Warsaw" during the demonstrations, is an accom­

plished fact. The opinion that "full" or "complete" equality 

of the Jews will be achieved in the process of their moral 

improvement, initiated in Warsaw in 1361, is another mani­

festation of the same approach. The common feature of these 

two contradictory opinions is thejr reluctance to tale note 

of the legal equalit/ granted to Jews in 1862. 

The source of this stril-mg omission seems to lie in 

the prevailing interpretation of equality m terms of the 

"mystical" communion between Poles and Jews. Uniting people 

of different ethnic origins, "the Polish idea" bestowed upon 

the Jews the most valuable form of citizenships "obywatel-

stwo moraine" (the moral citizenship), wrote t raszewslI m 

§d£sta__PglJQJL'I (45). Occasionally, Polish author- differen-

45) J . I. Kraszewsl- l , Cazeta_Pg]_sl_a 156 (1862> 



tiate, as does the author of Dw^2_Izraele, between the moral 

equality enjoyed by the "divine Janlxel" and that acquired 

by the German "Mendel ssohns" . W. Dzwonl owsl- 1 " s Uwaqi_w_}_wes-

tj..L wl.S'ii£i.§QSLlSjis !msLiejl_i_z^dcjWwi_i,gj. offers some par­

ticularly enlightening remarl s on the: merits of the former 

and the dangers of the latter concept o-f the integration of 

the Jews into Polish society. Whether the author of this 

te;;t, written and published in 1S62, i new the legal act in­

troduced in June of the same year is a matter of secondary 

importance. The contrast, described in the passage below, is 

one of the common features of the literature under study. 

Among other manifestations, this contrast underlies the ste­

reotypical opposition between the culturally conservative 

"good guys" and the improperly modernized "bad guys". 

To zbratanie sie, nasze z Zydami , to w c i e l e m e w 
jednosc narodowc^ dotychczasowych goscis jest cair-
l-iem odmiennej natury, od rownouprawni eni a jal lego 
udzieljJry 3 m w rozmaitych stopniach narody Europy 
za przyl- ladem rewolucji Frsncuzl iej. Dota_d spate— 
czeristwa zachodnie opieraly s L e_ na reljgii. (..) 
Q b a l e m e tej podstawy a oparcie sif» na rozumie 
ziems! im, stworzylo prawa czlowiel-a; tych praw 
nast^pstwem byia obywatelsl-a r6wnosc, strychujaca 
gilot/na^ wsz/stl-o, coby pragnegio wyrosc nad forme_ 
rozumem publicznym ut uta,. Nie byia to wi.e_c rdwnosd 
clzieci tejze samej Matt 1 ziemi 1 jedynego Ojca 
I- tory jest w niebiesiech, mitosd plynajCa ze wspdl-
MBj mi?o«ji:i do Matl- 1 3 czci dla Ojca, j<al o tez 
til achania si<= wzajemnego, ale rdwnosci: al-Cjonariu-
£>:owsl lSj w s p o H i , w Itorej l-azdy jest cemorv, w 
mi arc, przyniesionego lapitaiu, sit 1 zdolnosci 
inwoich. (46) 

/The nature of our brotherhood W3th the Jews, of 
the inclusion into a national union of people un­
til recently regarded as strangers, is entirely 
different from the equality granted to the Jews, 
sn various degrees, by the European nations fol­
lowing the example of the French Re.olution. So 
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f a r . W e s t e r n s o c i e t i e s have? been b a s e d on r e l i g i o n 
( . . ) The a b o l i t i o n o f L h i ; b a s i s and i t s r e p l a c e ­
ment by e a r t h l y Reason c r e a t e d human r i g h t s ; human 
r j y h t s , i n t u r n , g a / e b i r t h t o t h e c o n c e p t o f a -
v i 1 e q u a l i t / . The l a t h e r t r i m m e d w i t h a g u i l l o t i n e 
n n , t h i n g t r / i n y t o o u t g r o w t h e norms s e t by p u b l i c 
r e a s o n . T h u s , t h i -, was n e i t h e r t h e e q u a l i t / o f 
c h i l d r e n o f t h e same M o t h e r E a r t h and t h e One F a ­
t t i e r who i s i n h e a v e n , nor t h e e q u a l i t y o-f m u t u a l 
l o v e , b u t r a t h e r t h a t o f a _ , o i n t s t o c l - company i n 
w h i c h wacl i s h a r e h o l d e r s p l a c e i s d e f i n e d by h i s 
. t r e n g t h , h i = . i n t e l l e c t u a l r e s o u r c e s and t h e 
amount o f c a p i t a l he c o n t r i b u t e s . / 

D l a t e g o mamy n a j z u p e l r n i e j s z e pr z e s w i a d c z e n i e , z e 
n i e m s f I Q I mater La i ne i o r z y s c i d l a obu s t r o n oa, 
I y ] \ o nas t tgp - twems p r z / c z , nai_ z a s w a l - c i e t / m , b y i o 
o b o p d I n G w i n i e s i e m e s ie_, w s p o l n e d u c h e m , w s p 6 l n e 
p o c z u c ] e t s j my <_ili B o : e J ( I t d r e j u r z e c z y w i s t m e m e 
na z i e m i O p a t r z n o s c l p o w i e r z y l a P o l s c e . B i a d a nam, 
I n a d a T z r a e l o w j ' gdyby p r z y r a c m i e m u sie_ n a r o d o -
wego ' s t o n e s , t a j ednosc i z r o d z o n a w o g n i u M i l r o s c i 
Poga i O j C z / - n y , j m i e n i l a i s i % w r o w n o u p r a w m e m e 
a J- c y o n a r i u s z o w s l i e j s p o t l i s g d y b y w s p d t c e te.-, 
p r z e w a z a c m i a i , 3 nas TS sobcL p o c i ^ g n a i d o t / c h c z a -
s o w / g r z e c h T z r n e l a s t o p i en t o w z i e m i , o b r a c a n i a 
na _nej E V L L - I D ^ , p o L e g i p i e r w a r o d n e q o Syna B c c e g o . 
(-17)" 

' T h e r e - f o r e we a r e o f t h e p r o f o u n d c o n v i c t i o n t h a t 
e a r t h l y and m a t e r i a l a d / a n t ages s.re o n l 7 t h e c o n ­
s e q u e n c e i_ f t h i s , a c t ' o f P o l i s h - J e w i s h u n i t y / , 
w h i l e t h e r e a l s o u r c e i s t h e s p i r i t u a l e l e / a t i o r . 
o f b o t h p e o p l e s and t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e y s h a r e 
i n G o d ' s d e s i g n , whose r e a l i z a t i o n God e n t r u s t e d 
l o P o l a n d . Woe t o u s , woe t o I s r a e l i f , i n t h e 
e c l i p s e o f t h e n a t i o n a l s u n , t h i s u n i t y , b o r n o f 
l o v e o f God and t h e c o u n t r y , s h o u l d c h a n g e i n t o an 
e q u a l i t / o f s h a r e h o l d e r s ; i f an t h i s j o i n t s t o c l -
company t h e u n g m a l s i n o f I s r a e l - - u s i n g t h e 
power o f G o d ' s f i r s t b o r n son f o r e a r t h l y p u r p o s e s 
and t r a n s f o r m i n g j t i n t o e a r t h l y g o o d s — s h o u l d 
w i n t h e u p p e r h a n d . / 

Jal- ub Hamai-Ts p r e a c h i n g s p r o v i d e c o u n t l e s s e ; a r n p l e s o f 

46> and 47) W. Dzwonl-owsl 3 , L!waQi._g_lLw§sti_i w3tgsic iar is ju :y?jL A 

C k l £ i ! ! = a _ i _ < L i y ^ y ! L l 3 a _ £ _ E Q W Q d P a r > z 1 8 6 2 , 
p p . 6 3 - 6 ? and 6 9 - 7 0 
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terminological and conceptual con-fusion surrounding the I S -

:,ue o-f Jewj sh emancipation. Repeatedly, often on the ?ame 

page, fras:ew<il Ti. hero claims that sacrifice (i.e. partici­

pation in the shedding of blood) is the best way for the 

future acquisition of the right of citizenship which can not 

be won in any other way ("ofiara to najleps:/ srodel do na-

bycia praw obywatel si- i ch" ; "lnsczej sie^ ono m e rdobywa") 

(48). On the other hand, l-laman warns the Jews that since 

they now enjoy full equality and freedom they have no ei;cuse 

for delaying the process o{ moral improvement ( "podniesmy 

sic= cnotat' ") . The refusal to breal- with the old behavior 

pattern could endanger the position of the Jew= in the fu­

ture society ("je^eli nie przestantemy bye tymi Z/dami, je-

I- i mi nas znaia Europa.. tuada nam1") M 9 ) 

In the insurrectionary and earl/ post-insurrec11onar / 

Polish literature the question of "uobywatelnienie" and 

"r Awnouprawni e m e" is lml ed to — or total 1/ identified 

with — the Fol a m 2Ctt l on of the Jewish masses (50). Topical-

1/, this V3gue concept of "equality" is accompanied b/ de­

mands for Jewish cultural assimilation. I-raszewsl i was not 

alone m urging the Jews to reject "spoiled German" (i.e. 

48) J. 1.1 ras.:ewsl i , Zycl, I-ral-6w I960, pp.24"?, 215-216, 21^, 
254 and others. 

49) J.I.\rasnewsl i, op.cip., pp.357-358 

50) On the vagueness and ambiguity of terminology relating 
to the "Jewish question" in l^th century Poland, see A.Ei-
senbach, "Die Jucleneman; i pati on in den polnischen Gebieten 
im 19. Jahrhundert , or dem t?uropai schen Hi ntergrund", in LEI. 
Bullet i.n 68 (1984), pp. 3-23 



Page 118 

Yiddish), and distinctively Jewish dress, customs and even 

Polom;ation o-f their Surman-Mundiug names, as pre-condi­

tions for their integration with the Poles. Discussing the 

need -for linguistic assimilation in one o-f his editorials in 

QiJS.sLa_Cod= i.(2DQi!i I" raszewsl- 1 adds; 

Bards a bye maze, :e umieje_tnosc jtgzyl-a narodowego 
b^clnie w (JDijt̂ i&iLS'JiEi. warunliem uiywania w Qelni_ 
praw ob/watelsl ich. (51) 

/It is very 11 \ el / that command o-f the national 
language will in the -future be considered a condi­
tion for the ful 1 equality of rights./ 

General 1/ speal-ing, there is much confusion as to the final 

proof of maturity expected from the Jews. Opinions diverge 

over the adequacy of proofs already provided as well as over 

the nature and timing of additional tests to be passed in 

the future. Underlying all of these enthusiastic: but foggy 

visions of Polish-Jewish brotherhood is the reluctance to 

conceive the integration of Jews independently of — and 

prior to — deep structural changes within Jewish society. 

The literature under stud> offers no clear-cut vision 

of a common future of Poles and Jews which, as some histo­

rian- of Jewirh emancipation maintain, represents a condi­

tion for a smooth integration of the Jews into a larger so­

cial organism (52). Those few worl s which outline their fu-

51) J. I. I rassewsi- i , Sa*Leta_CgdsienQa °0 (1862), as quoted in 
A. Zyga, op.ctt., p. 186 (emphasis mine). Przyborowsl- i quotes 
other Warsaw newspapers calling for the Poloniration of Jew­
ish names, the replacement of Yiddish by Polish and the ac­
ceptance of Polish dress by the Jews. Przyborowsl-l , op.cit. 
pp.213-214 
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ture relationship in a more concrete manner are aijthored b/ 

assimilated Polish Jews. H.Morjbach's "Do mat I 1 Israelii", 

"Gal ilea" and, especially, "Riwnoupriwmeme" (Equal 

rights), a poem inspired b> Lhe demand ior equal rights ior 

the Jews, o demand submitted to the throne on February 2<b, 

3961 <53> , have by and large no equivalents authored by F'o-

1ish writers. 

52) J.I a t s , Qut. 9 t_ the_Ghe t tg i . _The_Sgc i .a i i_- '„_gr_und _+ 
Jj§w_sh_E_aQC___t_on__1770-l870, Mew Yorl- , pp . 57--"7o 

53) I . S c h i p p e r , A. T a r t a l ower , A .Ha - f t l a ( e d s , 1 Z_d___w_____c_ 
2drgd_one_ , Warszawa, n . d . , I I , p „80 

http://9t_the_Ghettgi._The_Sgci.ai
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C H A P T E R F O U R 

P O L E S A N D J E W S , 1 8 6 3 - 1 9 1 4 

I. THE POST-INSURRECTIONARY CRISIS. 

1 he failure of the January uprising released Tsar Ale­

xander's lonq dormant instinct for reaction. All reforms and 

concessions to "Westernization"' were abruptly halted in the 

entire Empire. In Poland, Russian retribution for the insur­

rection was swift. The Tsarist authorities were determined 

not merely to eradicate all traces of the revolt but also to 

suppress all public manifestations of Polish national iden­

tity. The process of closing down all the separate institu­

tions of the l-ingdom of Poland, and of withdrawing all the 

concessions previously made to Polish language and culture, 

started shortly after the end of hostilities. In 1864 both 

the l-ingdom and the name of Poland were formally abolished, 

and Warsaw became the capital of Privisl Lansl_y_i_!Lraj (Vis-

tulaland). By the early 1870s the dissolution of the Cong­

ress l-ingdom, accompanied by a wave of brutal political re-
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pressions, was nearly completed. 

While the generations which actively participated in 

these events perceived them as aspects of the same devast­

ating national disaster, many long-term consequences of the 

1864 defeat escaped their attention. Indeed, some consequen­

ces of the changes imposed on Poland after the uprising 

could only became clear after the fact. The slow disintegra­

tion of the old feudal structures, both social and economic, 

was now nearly completed, paving the way for the radical 

modernization of Polish society- The abolition of legal bar­

riers between Jews and Christians, achieved by the succes­

sive reforms of 1862, 1864 and 1866, coincided with the en­

franchisement of the peasant masses in 1864. The advancement 

of both these groups occurred at a time when the Polish no­

bility, weal-ened by political persecution and the intensify­

ing crisis of land ownership, was losing its leading role in 

society- This realignment of social forces increased the 

influx of the non-urban population into the cities, contri­

buting to the cities' growth but also aggravating the econo­

mic competition between Jews and non-Jews. 

Poland's integration into the Russian Empire, and the 

basically liberal economic policy pursued by the Tsarist 

authorities, contributed in the long run to the revival of 

the country's economy. While the rapid expansion of the ca­

pitalist economy continued, money-related conflicts became 

the central theme of post-insurrectionary Folish fiction. 
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Among its most typical characters were uprooted ("wysadzeni 

r siodla"; noblemen and, occasionally, peasant immigrants to 

the city, going through the painful process of adjusting to 

an urban way of life. Their typical representative is the 

hero of Qrnes;[ owa' s Widma (Ghosts, 1880), a former land­

owner who, returning home after years of exile, has to earn 

his living as a doorman in a Jewish-owned hotel. On the 

other hand, countless stories of fortunes emerging from no­

where, accumulated by parvenus of various social back­

grounds, mirrored the rapid transformation of the social 

structure. L^ILs's Wol-ulsl-i was not alone among them in 

tal-ing advantage of the opportunities offered by the newly 

open Russian marl-ets. 

In the field of Polish-Jewish relations it seemed that 

the patriotic movement and the insurrection had left a heri­

tage of good will. The experiences of the January uprising 

temporarily strengthened beliefs in the transformabi1ity of 

Jewish society and for the first time "broke the "almost 

general dislil-e of the Jews" <1). The less exclusive under— 

standing of the Polish nation was reflected in the discus­

sion of Jewish patriotism which strongly dominated post-in­

surrectionary depictions of Jewish society by Polish au­

thors. Liberal Polish and Polonized Jewish circles felt that 

Poland's troublesome "Jewish question" might soon be solved 

or at least substantially eased. On the Polish side, these 

hopes expressed themselves in the form of the assimilatio-

1) R.Czepulis, op.cit., p.379 



F'age 153 

nist ideology of Polish Positivism. 

Part of a broader ideological scheme, the Positivist 

concept of Jewish assimilation crystallized during the 1860s 

and reached maturity in the following decade <2) . The de­

pression which fallowed the 1864 defeat turned the attention 

of a new generation of writers toward the question of Po­

land's economic and social well-being. Positivist litera­

ture, characterized by a more down-to-earth approach to so­

cial reality, called for the radical modernization of socie­

ty as the only means of ensuring the nation's survival. 

Overcoming the traditional anti-urban and anti-capitalist 

bias, the Positivists looted for a new means of strengthen­

ing the entrepreneurial and middle-class element in Polish 

society, and assigned an important role in this process to 

the Jews. However they saw no possibility of using their 

potential without the immediate and complete Polonization of 

the Jewish masses. Welcoming Jewish emancipation, the Posi­

tivists saw it as the first step towards the dissolution of 

the distinctly Jewish identity in Polish society. 

In fact, the Positivists optimistic social philosophy 

ran against the actual trends in inter—group relations. 

Their assimi lationi st ideology tool- shape at a time when 

Jews, tal-ing advantage of their newly acquired rights, met 

growing opposition in the politically demoralized and eco-

2) li.Opalsl-i, "The Concept of Jewish Assimilation in Polish 
Literature of the Positivist Period", Proceedings_of_the_9th 
Wgrld_Congress_of_J_ewish_Studi.es, in press. 

http://Wgrld_Congress_of_J_ewish_Studi.es
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nomically depressed post-insurrectionary society. The cli­

mate o-f Polish-Jewish relations, which in two decades evol­

ved -from the euphoria o-f Polish-Jewish "brotherhood" during 

the Warsaw demonstrations o-f 1861 to the Warsaw anti-Jewish 

riots in 1831, began to deteriorate soon after the defeat. 

}raushar returned to Warsaw in February 1864. He 
•found an atmosphere that was -far from the idyllic 
P'ol ish-Jewi sh goodwill movement o-f the period pri­
or to 1863. He had a -feeling of disillusionment 
both as a Pole and as an "Israelite". Horizons had 
become narrower, the dreams o-f young people were 
dissipated, and anti-Semitism raised its head. 
I-raushar gave expression to disillusionment in a 
number o-f poems. (3) 

*raushar*s disappointment with the mood of Polish-Jew­

ish relations in the early post-insurrectionary years was 

not an exception. As early as 1868 J . 1.1- ras:ewsl i deeply 

deplored what he perceived to be a shi-ft in Jewish attitudes 

toward Poles. In B^Eb-UQLL (1868), after a one-sentence 

acl-nowledgment o-f Jewish support in 1863, he denounced the 

way in which the Jews, in tacit cooperation with the Rus­

sians, had pro-fited from the insurrection social 1/ and eco­

nomical 1 y; 

. . . . powstanie upadto w laHruzq, I-rwi . . a zydzi ty-
sia^cletnim doswiadczeniem wyuczeni, dzwigne^li sie 
na trupach naszych. (..) Lecz jsieli pos'wi^cili 
nas i zrzel-li sie* w godzinie czarnej, ratujajr sie 
*>ami, zachwieli w nas wiare, l ostudzili miiosc. 
(..) Fa I-tern jest :e w l-r6lestwie Pol slim zaden z 
ocalonych m e poda rej 1 tonajremu. Wygl^da to na 
pewne zobowia^anie wobec rza^du, do sbytl u sumien-
nie wylonane. I-raj jest w relu Izraelitdw, I-t6rych 
rza.d widocznie popiera, z braterstwa 1861 zostaly 

3) J.Shatzl-y, "Alexander I-raushar and his Road to Total 
Assimilation", YIVO Annual._gf_Jewi_sh_SociaI__ Science, New 
Yorl 7 (1952), p.160 
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tylko wspomnienia, dla obu stron m e miie. (..) 
Dzis w frdlestwje my bysmy mogli prosic o rownoup-
rawmenie z Zydami, alegmy pewni , :e go m e otrzy-
mamy. Gdy si ê  1m si arzc^ ci co ginâ , odpowi adajcj. z 
nimn^ frwi^n niech ginâ . (4) 

/The insurrection -fell in a pool of blood and the 
Jews, guided by the experience o-f millennia, rose 
up on our corpses. But when they sacrificed us and 
abandoned us in an evil hour only to rescue them­
selves they shook our -faith in them and cooled our 
love. It is a fact that in the \ingdom of Poland 
none of those rescued offer their hands to help 
those drowning. It lool-s 111- e a deal made with the 
'Russian/ government, a commitment met with unne­
cessary zeal. The country is in the hands of the 
Israelites who enjoy the government s support. 
From the brotherhood of 1861 there is nothing left 
e::cept memories with which both sides feel uncom­
fortable. Today in the I- ingdom /of Poland/ we 
might asl- for equal rights with the Jews, but we 
I-now that they would not be granted to us. When 
those who perish complain to them, they reply in 
cold blood: let them perish./ 

\ raszewsl- l , who in the early 1860s enthusiastically greeted 

any sign of Polish-Jewish rapprochement, now stressed its 

short-lived character. Recalling the demonstration of March 

2, 1861, he described it as "one heroic hour which united 

all of Foland - for one hour'" (5) Despite its brevity, this 

"heroic hour" was nevertheless a turning point in the pro­

cess of Jewish emancipation. In f raszewsU's view the "popu­

lar referendum' held by the demonstrating Warsaw crowds re­

warded the Jews for their support by granting them "human 

rights". This equality of rights, achieved through papular 

consensus alone (f rasnewsl-l does not mate the slightest men­

tion of governmental reforms), "lQ_grinciel,e" solved the 

4) J. I. Kraszewsl-i , Bl£llklQLii._2_CQLy_ 1.868, Poznan 1869, p. 274 

5) J. I. \ raszewsl- i , op.cit., p. 
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Jewish question in Poland. The "frustrated love" of the 

Poles was due solely to Jewish disloyalty in an "evil hour". 

As in Zyd, so in RachuQJLx,: I-raszewsl 1 " s accusation o-f 

ingratitude is directed against those Jewish capitalists 

...tt6rzy od r.1864 przestali nazywac sie_ 1 bye 
Pol at ami w/znania mojzeszowego, lub (..) zrzucili 
z siebie izraelsl-ie pochodzeme 1 spomnienie, a 
odziali sie_ zimnym I-osmopol l tyzmem, obrachowanym 
dla ocalema os6b 1 l-apitalow. (6) 

/...who since 1864 ceased to call themselves, and 
to be, Poles of the Mosaic persuasion, or (..) who 
rejected their Israelite origins and traditions, 
and clothed themselves instead in cold cosmopoli­
tanism calculated to save their si-ins and capi­
tal./ 

Remaining immune to the Positivist idealization o-f capita­

lism (6), I-raszewsl-l turns a deaf e&r to the argument that 

the entrepreneurial activity of the Jews made a valuable 

contribution to Poland's life. "Poles of the Mosaic persua­

sion", 1-raszewsl-l wrote in a letter depicting the Folish 

society's response to Russian repressions. 

wzi^li si^ do robienia pi e m e_dzy, tHrumaczaj; sobie 
ze I- ledys Ojczyznie j.§Ll*2.ii2 to posJruzy. (8) 

6) J. I. Kraszewsl-l , op.cit., pp. 249-250 

7) The Positivists repeatedly attacl-ed I raszewsl T s anti-ca-
pitalist bias. "He condemns practicality in words full of 
irony and contempt, he abhors trade and industry because 
they spoil the landscape and the beauty of God's creation, 
cool hearts, weal en family ties and... erode the national 
counsciousness" wrote A. Swiejtochowsl- I , ironically, in his 
review of J . I. I-raszewsl-l " s Dzi.eci_wieky, in E'Ĉ sgl̂ â d ty_-
ggdni_gwy. 8 (1870); see also 45 (1970) 

8) J. I . r raszewsl- l - T. Lenartowicz , tQ!Issp_gndenej,a, W.Danet 
(ed.) Wroclaw 1963, p. Q2, emphasis mine 
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/began mating money, explaining to themselves that 
this will one day serve some_LlQd of fatherland./ 

Although this latter vision of the Jew, marted by re­

sentment of his newly acquired status and his role in the 

capitalist economy, grew stronger at the expense of the Po­

sit lvist perception, the balance between the two forces 

brol-e down only in the mid~1880s. For almost two decades 

this dynamic equilibrium imposed upon Polish intellectuals 

an unwritten code of behavior to be fallowed in the public 

debate on the Jewish question. Regarding open expressions of 

anti-Jewish sentiments to be in bad taste, this convention 

assumed some degree of support for the idea of equality and 

assimilation, to which even the conservatives paid lip ser­

vice. Mahler"s opinion that "the insurrection of January 

1863 brought about a standstill in anti-Semitic agitation 

for several years" (9), is confirmed by most literary sour­

ces. 

Przez pierwsze popowstam owe 3 ata obowi a^ywala 
l-onwencja pisania o Zydach pozytywnie lub wcale. 
Ziozyio sie_ na to till a prryczyn. W wielu I r§gach 
spoiecznych nywâ , byia pami^c1 wzajemnego zbratania 
podczas demonstracji 1861/1862 r. Pamie=tano jesn-
c:e sydowsl- le nanwisfa wsrdd si-azaricdw I nesi'ari-
c:6w. Atmosfera zmienila si ̂  o tyle, :e czytajajra 
publicznosci: nienbyt ch^tnie widsiaHra anty-zydow-
rl-ie wypowiedzi. Rdwniez cenzura nie byJra juz lm 
tal- przychylna ja\ w czasie zatargu asymilator6w z 
Lesznowsl-im. Nie mozna by*o I-rytyl-owac obowiazuija.-
cego prawodawstwa, a wie.c dyst usja na temat eman-
cypacji zarowno Zyddw jal- i chtopow byia zaml-me,-
ta. Wcale to nie znaczylo, IZ I-onserwatysci zaap-
robowali spoleczne reformy carsl-ie. Zacze^a sie 
jednal- nowa epoka. Ugrupowania zachowawcze wl-ro-
czyiy w nia^ oslabione I zdezonentowane, (10) 

9) R.Mahler, "Antisemi tism m Poland" in f.S.Pmson (ed. ) 
Essay_s_gn_Anti5smi.tlsm'i New Yorl- 1946, pp. 173-174 
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/In the -first post-insurrectionary years an un­
written convention required that the subject o-f 
Jews be treated positively or not at all. This was 
due to several reasons. In many strata of Polish 
society memories of Polish-Jewish brotherhood du­
ring the demonstrations of 1861/1862 were still 
alive. The Jewish sounding names of the executed 
and the exiled were still remembered. The social 
atmosphere improved to such an extent that the 
reading public did not welcome anti-Jewish state­
ments. Even the /Russian/ censorship was less fa­
vorable to them than at the time of Lesznowski's 
conflict with the assimi1ationists. Criticism of 
the new legislation was not permitted and con­
sequently the debate on Jewish and peasant emanci­
pation was considered closed. This does not at all 
mean that conservatives approved of tsarist social 
reforms. But a new epoch had begun and the conser­
vative camp entered it weakened and disoriented./ 

During the 1860s and in most of the following decade 

most Polish writers were restrained in their criticism of 

Jewish emancipation. But the long-term evolution of their 

views was marked by a shift from liberal, pro-emancipatory 

and pro-assimi1ationist positions to more conservative posi­

tions. This evolution seems to be characteristic of the Po­

lish intelligentsia as a whole (11). It affected writers of 

various political backgrounds, from Norwid to former Reds 

and their sympathisers — e.g., Bafucki, Narzymski, Asnyk 

and Lubowski (the ideological evolution of the latter wri-

10) A.Cala, Seglecsertstwa_Qg;Lskie_wob^ 
§.SY.a>i.lM£ii 2ydc4w, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, U. of Warsaw, 
1983, pp. 16-17. Ca*a emphasises the lack of a clear divi­
ding line between the positions of the conservative and Po-
sitivist camps in this stage of the debate on Jewish assi­
milation. 

11) R.Csepulis notes the limited impact of the liberal ideas 
of the 1860s on post-insurrectionary perceptions of and at­
titudes toward the Jews. R.Czepulis, op.cit., p.380. 
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ters after 1864 typically included a short period o-f identi­

fication with Positivist values), — and the -founders of the 

Positivist movement themselves <Swletachows^ 1 , Qrzeszl-owa, 

Prus). 

For example, Asnyl-"s drama Zy.d, published in the same 

year as Orzesz I- owa* s El L_MatQwer , a classic assimi 1 ati oni st 

novel of the Positivist period, questioned the very idea of 

Jewish assimi1abi1lty. L.NiemojewstI"s poem "Postep" (Prog­

ress), written in 1876, differed substantially from the au­

thor's previously discussed appeal "Do Izraelity". In the 

former, the denunciation of the economic and social accom­

plishments of former "Icel-s, Mosiel-s, Boruchs and Arons" was 

coupled with complaints about the erosion of traditional 

morality, which Niemojewsl-i attributed to the new capitalist 

values disseminated by the Jews (12). While E. Lubowsl- l ' s My 

siê  LQEbamy, (1886) hardly echoed the enthusiastically pro-

assimilationist tone of his earlier Zyd (1868), the diffe­

rence between M.Baiucl-i's liberal writings of the 1860s 

(E"C?.schrnta, 1860), ZYdd^Ls* (1868)) and his late anti-

-capitalist novels <w_ny^gwsl_ich_re}_ach (In Jewish hands, 

1884) , Pr2eLl̂ te_g.ieQi.atd?.e (Damned money, 1899) and 250_000 

(1882)) transcended the question of "tone". The anti-Semitic 

character of Balucki's late writings is unquestionable. (13) 

12) L. Niemojewsl-I , "Postep /Gawe_da/", LyCLer_Warszaws!Li., 78 
(1376) p.l, as quoted in A.Cala, op.cit., p. 19 

13) T.Drewnowsl-i , introduction to M.Balucti, Pisma_wybrane, 
I, >ral-<iw 1965, pp. CVIII-CXII 
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0r:es;[owa's change of position on the Jewish question was 

clearly expressed in her essay Q_f.ydach_.t._LyHtlL_u.i;d.2y§Lie_i 

(On the Jews and the Jewish question), published a year af­

ter the Warsaw riots. This essay, -followed by an even more 

explicit act nowledgement o-f the failure of her assimilatio-

nist dream <Q_ZYdarh_^_nacaanal ̂ rmie_iy.dowsLl01 (On Jews and 

Jewish nationalism, 1911), was a bitter denunciation of the 

destructive effects of Jewish nationalism. From mid-1885 

onward, B.Prus' views evolved along the same lines. A.bwie=-

tochowsl- l , yet another father of Polish Positivism, went 

further in dramatically reversing his earlier pro-assimila-

tiomst views. Admitting that the latter were based on a 

misperception of trends inside Jewish society, Swiê tochowsl-i 

toward the end of his life did not hesitate to state his 

support for the anti-Semitic movement. "I defended the Jews 

fifty years ago when they wanted to be Poles", he wrote in 

his last years, "and this is why I do not defend them today, 

when they are enemies of Poles." (14) 

14) Rich information on A. Swie^tochowsl-I " s evolution can be 
found in his memoirs, "Ze wspommen", fist published by 
WiadomgicL iLteracLie in 1930 (42-43, 46, 43, 51-52) and in 
1931 (3, 5, 8, 10, 13, 17, 20). The quotation is from Wi3Z 
dgmg4£L_Llteraci.i.e, 5 (1931) p. 2 
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II. POLISH-JEWISH RELATIONS, 1863-1914 

The 1881 Warsaw riots opened a new, more difficult, 

phase in Polish-Jewish relations. They dealt the -final blow 

to the strongly eroded Positivist hopes -for large scale Jew­

ish assimilation. The modernization of Jewish society, in­

cluding signs of linguistic assimilation, continued to gain 

ground. Assimilation to Polish ethnic identity, however, 

remained a big-city phenomenon of rather limited scope. 

While the influence of the Positivist ideology diminished, 

new forces gained control over the process of shaping Polish 

perceptions of Jewish society. Although most of the liberal 

press did not explicitly reject the idea of assimilation, it 

tended to focus on its shortcomings and, on the whole, grew 

more receptive to anti-Jewish views. At the same time, the 

founding of R<2L§ (1883), a periodical which, with the go­

vernment's bacting, promoted antl-Semitic ideas, reinforced 

groups expressing open hostility toward the Jews. 

In the last two decades of the 19th century economic 

development accelerated, consolidating the Russian parti­

tion's position as the mast advanced province of the Empire. 

Tn Congress Poland, as ]n all of Western Europe, the expan­

sion of capitalism was followed by a strong emphasis on the 

economic aspect of the "Jewish question". It also laid the 



Page 162 

foundations -for the perception o-f capitalism as a "Jewish 

invention", a perception which played a crucial role in "mo­

dernising" the existing anti-Jewish ideologies. This trend 

was part of the powerful anti-capital1st reaction which in 

the middle of the 1880s irreversibly destroyed the Positi-

vist myth of the "good capitalist". Concern for the economic 

weakness of the Palish ethnic element became more pronounced 

as the influ;; of foreign investment to Congress Poland in­

tensified and the economic competition grew tougher. The 

cliche of Jewish cooperation with German and other foreign 

capital is a frequent theme in Polish writings of the turn 

of the century. 

Certain basic factors in Polish-Jewish relations 

changed between the early 1860s and the end of the period 

under study. The last decades of the 19th century brought 

about the erosion of the longstanding tradition of Jewish 

non-involvement in Polish politics. The patriotic movement 

of the 1860s was an early and important step in Jewish poli­

tical mobilization. This mobilization, however, was basical­

ly limited to narrow assimilationist circles among the Jews 

whose only separate demand was for emancipation. In the ear­

ly 1860s many Polish leaders supported the general idea of 

improvement in the social condition of the Jew. This demand 

was made at a time when liberal sentiment in Russia received 

a strong impetus from Tsar Alexander's early reforms and the 

general trend in all of the Empire was towards Jewish eman­

cipation. 
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This was hardly the case by the turn o-f the century, 

when new mass political movements were reshaping traditional 

Jewish society. Based on the idea that Jews were a nation, 

these movements made many more specifically Jewish demands 

than had the assimi lationists of two generations be-fore. 

These demands, which were addressed to the surrounding Po­

lish society as well as to the Russian authorities, met with 

growing opposition on the part o-f the Polish nationalist 

movement. As the latter grew stranger it was less and less 

prepared to make concessions to the Jews. Incorporating an­

ti-Jewish slogans into their political vocabulary, the na­

tionalists depicted the Jews as the most serious internal 

enemy o-f the Poles and painted to a passible Jewish alliance 

with external -forces hostile to Polish interests. With the 

emergence o-f the National Democratic Party as a major poli­

tical factor, the conflict between the two modern nationa­

lisms intensified. At the beginning of the 20th century the 

National Democrats further politicized the "Jewish question" 

by adopting anti-Semitism as part of their political plat­

form. 

These trends in Polish-Jewish relations reflected the 

new atmosphere in the Empire, which was increasingly turning 

against the Jews. Although the discriminatory May laws of 

1881 were never introduced in Congress Poland, they encou­

raged circles favouring the re-instatement of some of the 

previous legal disabilities limiting the economic activity 



Page 164 

and social mobility of Palish Jews. The Russian administra­

tion's role in -fueling ethnic conflict was best illustrated 

by its handling of the Stock Exchange Committee's (Komitet 

Gieltdowy) memorandum concerning the achievements and fai­

lures of emancipation. Written in 1886 at the request of the 

authorities, the document favorably assessed the progress 

made by Polish Jews since the acquisition of legal equality 

in 1862. To the surprise of its authors, the carefully wor­

ded memorandum became the focus of a heated press debate in 

which it was denounced as an "arrogant" glorification of 

Jewish expansionism. While the Rgl.a-led campaign was based 

on rumors, selective "leaks" and distorted quotations from 

the document, the censorship's ban on the publication of the 

memorandum deprived the Committee of most of the arguments 

it could have used in the defense of its pro-emancipatory 

views. 

The harsh anti-Jewish policies in Russia and their con­

sequences — pogroms, impoverishment and massive dislocation 

of the Jewish population — affected Congress Poland in yet 

another way. From the 1880s on, there was a substantial in­

flux of Jews from the Lithuanian, White Russian, Russian and 

Ukrainian provinces of the Empire into Congress Poland, the 

so-called "Litvak invasion", which added a new source of 

Polish-Jewish tensions. The Litvaks, Russian-speaking Jewish 

immigrants, faced a certain amount of hostility from the 

local Jews because of cultural differences and economic com­

petition. They also provided a focus for the anti-Jewish 
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views o-f Polish nationalists, who accused them o-f being 

agents o-f Russi-f icati on and the driving -force behind Jewish 

political separatism. A. Gruszecl- 1 ' s Li twacLie_mrawi.e (1910) 

(The Litval- swarm) and r . Last owsl 1 ' s (1911) LitwaLi. (Lit-

val-s; are among many literary warl-s reflecting these percep­

tions. 

Although the revolution of 1905 involved some coopera­

tion on the part of both groups, the tension persisted. The 

identification of the Jews with political radicalism threa­

tening the stability of the social order, rapidly gained 

ground at the end of the 19th century. The tension was cer­

tainly not eased by the rapid politicizatian of the Polish 

press, which coincided with the spectacular rise of the 

equally politicized Yiddish press after 1905. It culminated 

in 1912, during the elections in Warsaw to the fourth Rus­

sian State Duma. The question of Jewish participation in 

Poland's political life was the central issue of this elec­

tion. In Warsaw the candidate of the nationalists was defea­

ted and a socialist was elected by Jewish votes. By support­

ing the candidate of the left the Jews voted for the only 

candidate who unequivocally accepted the principle of their 

political equality (15). The Nationalists retaliated by 

calling for and organizing an economic boycott of the Jews. 

The 1912 Duma elections closed yet another chapter in the 

history of Polish-Jewish relations. Anti-Semitism emerged 

from these elections as an organized movement, with a full/ 

developed ideology, which was to play an increasingly signi-
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•ficant role in Polish politics. F.Golczewsli sees in the 

rooperation between National Democrats and the Russian go­

vernment in the 1912 crisis a symbolic reversal o-f the anti-

-tsarist alliance o-f "the world"s two most suffering na­

tions" two generations earlier (16). 

15) S.D.Corrsm, Pg^itical_and_Social _Change_i n_Warsaw_f.rgm 
t he_ Jan uary. _ 1 §63_Insurr ec t ion _tg_th e_Fi.r st _Wgr Id _War !__Pgfi sh 
PQLltl£S_iQd_the_lJewish_Questign2, unpubl. Ph.D. thesis, U. 
o-f Wisconsin 1981, chapter VII, "Polish Politics and the 
"" Jewish question' in the 1912 Duma elction", pp. 273-316 

16) F. Golczewsl- l, PQlnisch-Jydiiche_Be=iehungsn 1881-1922, 
Wiesbaden 1981, p. 120. Golczewsl-1 discusses the 1912 Duma 
election and the subsequent boycott in chapter VII, "Die 
Boyl-ottbewegung" , pp. 90-121 
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III. T R E N D S I N T H E L I T E R A R Y 

P O R T R A Y A L S O F J E W S 

The growing visibility of the Jew in Poland's social 

life led to an increased demand for -fictional and non—fic­

tional literature dealing with Jewish matters. The number of 

publications of the latter type rose considerably- They in­

cluded original worts by Polish authors as well as a sub­

stantial number of translations from European languages, 

particularly from German. In belles lettres, a significant 

widening of readership occurred. As the popularitv °* Jewish 

themes increased in Polish literature as a whole, much of 

this growing demand was satisfied by "professionals", wri­

ters 111- e I- . Junosza-Szaniawsl-l , A.Gruszecl-i and T„ Jesl-e-Cho-

irisli, who partially built their careers on literary depic­

tions of Jewish society. I- . Junosza-Szani awsl l " s reception by 

contemporary critics indicates that his colorful depictions 

of Jewish life account for most of his considerable popula­

rity with Polish readers (17). 

17) (A. Swiejzochowsl- I ) "Hemens Junosza-Szani awsl- i . Wspom-
nienie pozganne", in Prawda 13 (J 898); see also L^berum 
vfLg, Pra.wd_a 3<? (1393). See also A. Dobrowol si- I , "llemens 
Junosza Szaniawsl-i. Portret literacl-i", ŵi.at 3 and 5 
(1899); /M.Blumberg/ M.B., "hlemens Junosza jal-o zydoznaw-
ca", Is.csel.ita 21 (1899); J. liuszl- owsl i , "Typy zyd6w w li­
ter aturze polsl-iey , ISCSelLtf. 17-19 (1911) and T.Jes!-e-
-Choinsl-i, "f lemensa Junoszy nowele i powiesci z /dowsi- le" , 
in Z,£d_w_Bgwx.e4c]:._D_gl.sLiea, Warszawa 191*1, pp. 61-68 

http://Is.csel.ita
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My bibliographical survey provides the basis for a 

rough estimate o-f the rising visibility of the Jew in Polish 

literature. The survey includes slightly less than 700 fic­

tional worls written between 1820 and 1905. They were selec­

ted according to criteria described in the introductory 

chapter. Imperfect as it may be, this sample clearly shows 

the growing frequency with which Jewish themes sre treated 

in Polish fiction of the late 19th century. While the period 

up to 1863 accounts for less than 20 percent of worts lis­

ted, those published during the Positivist period (1363-

-1885) comprise close to 30 percent. For the fallowing two 

decades (1885 to 1905) the figure is slightly more than 50 

percent of the total. 

If we consider the quality of the worts surveyed, and 

the prominence of Jewish motifs in their plots, this in­

crease is even more significant. While few lengthy "Jewish" 

novels were published in the years 1820-1863, the abundant 

production of poetry in the early 1860s represents an impor­

tant part of the 20 percent recorded for the first period. 

The Positivist discovery of the Jewish world as a subject of 

literary exploration alters these proportions. In general, 

Jewish motifs move to the foreground while worts devoted 

primarily to the Jews grow both in volume and in literary 

importance. The output of such "heavyweight" fiction becomes 

more significant in the mid-1870s and reaches its peat in 

the last decade of the 19th century. 
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From the paint o-f view o-f literary trends, the emer­

gence o-f the Jewish world as a major literary theme coinci­

ded with the emergence o-f realism in the late Positivist 

period. In -fact, Orzeszl-owa s El.i_MaLQwer (1874) and MeiC 

Ezafgw^cz (1878), and A. ̂ wisgtochowsl l " s Chawa_Rubi.n (1879), 

not only remained the most important "Jewish" worts in the 

perception o-f contemporary readers but also helped to shape 

the model o-f the realist novel. Realism, which crystallized 

in the late 1870s, remained a constant -factor in Poland's 

literary life to the end o-f the period under study. Its in­

ternal evolution progressed -from the tendentiousness charac­

teristic o-f the Positivist period to an objective and im­

pressionist -form o-f realism. 

The Positivist "discovery" of Jewish society was part 

o-f a broader process of widening the social horizons of Po­

lish literature. The realists brole with the traditional 

emphasis an the nobilit/ and made the literary exploration 

of lower-status groups the centerpiece of their literar/ 

program. 

Od chwili, gdy dz i enni I- arstwo wysadziwsry gtowe, z 
salonu czy przedpol-oju swoich chlebodawcdw wyjrza-
io na swiat, stonczyly sie^ arl-adyjstie artyl-uty. 
Przel-onano sie,, ze abol ludzi zyja^cych z renty, 
\ tora - jal wiadomo - bardzo podtrzymuje cnote_ I 
weso-tosc1, obol- powaznych matron, mewinnych dzie-
wic l czerstwych mlodzienciw z " m ewv'mowna^ grac js^ 
dosiadaja^cych bieguna", lstnieje call-iem inna 
ludzlosc. ^wiat parweniuszdw I giodomor6w, oszus-
tAw, morderciw, zlosliwych staruszel- i mlodych 
wszetecznic. Na tym oceanie biedy I wal I-i na 1-1/ I 
pazury - dobry ton ze swoja,. obyczajnoscia,., liberia 
i optymizmem tworzy zaledwie mala wysepl- e_, zreszta^. 
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wcale nie uwalnion«\ ad zatrutego oddechu tlumdw 
a m od tego, zeby I- torys z jej mieszl-ancow nie 
stoczy* si| do wspolnej jamy. (18) 

/From the moment when journalism poted its head 
out of the salons and antechambers of its sponsors 
and looted at the world around, the time of Arca­
dian articles was over. It became clear that, in 
addition to people living off their capital, 
which, as is general 1/ Inown, helps Ieep up spi­
rits and preserves virtue, in addition to serious 
matrons, innocent virgins and vigorous young men 
"gracefully mounting their steeds", there existed 
a different form of manl-inds the world of parvenus 
£tnd starvelings, of swindlers and murderers, of 
malicious old ladies and licentious young women. 
]n this ocean of misery and bitter struggle for 
survival the world of good tone and good manners, 
with its livery and optimism, constituted only a 
tiny island. Moreover, this island was not beyond 
the reach of the poisonous breath of the crowds, 
and it occasionally happened that some of the is­
land's inhabitants rolled down to the common den./ 

Although these observations by B.Frus apply specificall/ to 

journalism, they can legitimately be interpreted as a sign 

of the new orientation characteristic of all of Polish lite­

rature. 

From the topical point of view, the realist treatment 

of the Jewish world followed along the lines which crystal­

lized in the 1850s. The realists" attention remained cen­

tered on the social progress of the Jew and its implications 

for the non-Jewish environment. This latter theme, however, 

was marled by its focus on group rather than individual 

achievements, and by a gradua] shift of attention from rural 

3 8) B.Prus, LC.9Qi.Li." VII, Warszawa l^S^, p. 103, column 
published in LyCi§gr_WarszawsL:Li 123 (1834) 

http://LC.9Qi.Li
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to urban surroundings. The heavy emphasis on the Jew s role 

in the capitalist economy overshadowed other "Jewish" themes 

which, lile scenes -from the life of Jewish plutocracy, the 

issue of mi;:ed marriages and other aspects of the osmosis 

occurring between the two societies, still inspired a sub­

stantial literary output. 

The Positivist idealization of capitalism, a new ap­

proach which paved the way for a more positive evaluation of 

the Jewish role in Polish society, turned out to be short-

-lived. The Positivists advocated a re-channel m g of social 

energy from the dream of Poland's independence, which they 

considered Utopian, toward attainable ends: the satisfaction 

of basic needs and human welfare. They evaluated individuals 

and groups according to their productivity and, in order to 

promote the latter, advocated individual libert> and equali­

ty of rights, opportunities and duties within societ>. "Wort 

generates wealth; wealth, learning; and learning, virtue", 

wrote E.Orzeszlowa in 1873 (195. 

In the course of the following decade, however, opposi­

tion to the "shamefaced materialism" inherent in the 

Positivist ideology continued to grow. Looting bad at the 

failure of this Positivist ideal, I. Matuszewsl-I , a well-

-l-nown literary critic of the turn of the century, observed; 

19) E.Orzeszl-owa, "0 jednej z najpiIniejszvch potrzeb spote-
czenstwa naszego", in Ni.w_a 25 (1873) 
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Niestety1 Wiel- zioty pozostat tyl I- a marzemem: 
bohaterscy inzynierowie 1 przemysiowcy, opiewam 
przez pisarzy Awczesnych, zmienih siq, w legalnych 
bandytow, a praca, maj^ca podniesc ducha mdywidu-
alnego i spotec:neqo, prnerodziia sie_ w oh/dna^ 
rmor<=?, tuczac^si^ potem maktc:lich era: mizgiem, 
nerwami i sercem bogacz6w 1ub t/ch co bogaczami 
rostac pragna. '20) 

/Alas' The golden age remained a dreams the heroic 
engineers, praised by contemporary writers, were 
trans-formed into legal bandits. /Organic/ wort , 
which was to raise the spirits o-f the individual 
and o-f the col 1ectivet/, changed into a nightmare 
which preyed an the sweat o-f the poor and the 
brains, nerves and hearts o-f the rich and those 
determined to became rich./ 

The reaction against the "materialist" orientation o-f 

the Positivists, marl-ed by the transformation o-f "heroic 

engineers" into "legal bandits", was bound to a-f-fect litera­

ry perception o-f the Jew. In fact, in the last two decades 

o-f the J 9th century the image o-f capitalism, including its 

specifically Jewish face, becomes darler and more threaten­

ing. This trend continued to prevail in the early 20th cen­

tury, t .Junos.-:a-Sjaniawsl-Ts W_eij.§tc-?-§Li_si.eei (In a spider s 

web, 1896), _________», (The drowning, 189Q'' E_._j.a__ (The 

spiders, 1894), ___rngb_gto__P_^ai___wie i____ (Czarnobiroto. 

The rural spiders, 1895), I . Las I- owsl- i " s Z_Q_ ______ ______ (One 

with the land, 1913), Pami^Qi __e______edz__a_z _________ 

_L5_p_a_h_iar_a (Memoirs of a -former landowner with comments 

by his former arendarz, 1904), A.Gruszecl-i"s __achra_e (The 

cheats, 1899), _l__mi_i_na (For the million, 1900), Rey-

rant's ___§c_na, (The promised land, 1899), T.Jes-

20) I.Matuszewsl-l , "Przemys*" w powiesci", in I_gg__i_ 
Ilustrowany 48 (1899) 

http://_si.ee
http://E_._j.a__
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J-e-ChoirisI- 1 ' s Na_stracanym_BO§teruQLu (On the lost outpost, 

1891), M.Balucli's W_zydgwsLich_r^La£tl <In Jewish hands, 

1884), Pr=gUft£_gaeni.c£!ze (Damned money, 1899) — this is 

just a small sample o-f turn-of-the-century worl-s which 

stress the dar! side o-f capitalist society. Most o-f them are 

lenghty navels which -focus an the unsuccessful e-f-farts o-f 

Pol 3 sh characters to -free themsel /es -from the capitalist 

cobwebs that entangle them. In all cases the "-flies" are 

ultimately strangled and become the prey o-f a swarm o-f Jew­

ish "spiders". 

The Jewish -figure in Nasza_szl_aD.a, (Our nag), a short 

story by M. ronopnicl-a, is a petty merchant typical o-f the 

•figures found in most o-f these novels, characterized by a 

scarcity — l-f not a total absence — o-f any non-economic 

traits. I onopmcla depicts this petty merchant — characte­

ristically met named Handel (trade) — in an almost comp­

letely neutral fashion. In Nasza_sz^aga the Jew appears on 

the scene in order to deprive a debt-ridden worker's -family 

of yet another of its few remaining necessities. His appea­

rances divide the plot into segments and marl- consecutive 

stages in the family's realistically depicted physical, eco­

nomic and social decline. The child who narrates the story 

does not resent Handel as an individual. He sees the Jew as 

a tool in the hands of impersonal forces which, destructive 

as they may be, appear to him to be self ~e;ipl anatory, neces­

sary and constant elements of life. The naivete and fatalism 

inherent in the narrator's perspective enable l-onopnicl-a to 
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pass over in silence the nature of the threat and to give it 

the appearance of invisibility. This literary tricl, how­

ever, doe=. not male the danger hanging over the boy^s head 

less real. In the -final analysis, the perspective o-f the 

narrator reinforces rather than tones down the naturalistic 

cruelty and sadness o-f Nas^a^sr^ajga. 

It is noteworthy that in the post- Positivist period 

interest in Jewish matters was particularly pronounced among 

writers with naturalist leanings. Although a distinctly na­

turalist school remained on the periphery o-f mainstream Po­

lish realism, both currents absorbed — to varying extents 

and in various wa/s --- the experiences of Zola and the 

French naturalists. In -fact, all of the most prominent rep­

resentatives of naturalism, such as t . Junosza-B; am awsl- 1 , 

A. Gr usr:ecl-1 , G.Zapolsl-a and I. Maciejowsl-1 (Sewer), devoted 

substantial attention to the Jews. Jewish society appears to 

have provided them with a theme particularly fit to illus­

trate their pessimistic vision of social reality based on 

biological determinism. 

As with the overall vision of capitalism, an optimist 

interpretation of the bonds tying individuals and groups to 

their respective environments and bacl-grounds was gradually 

replaced by a more pessimistic view. The optimistic inter­

pretation of determinism expressed itself in the form of a 

Positivist faith in the magic power of education as a tool 

for the transformation of human societies. The Positi/ist 
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writers emphasis on the harmonious and self-regulatory na­

ture of social evolution accounts for their persistant re­

luctance to confront the issue of anti-Semitism. A more 

pessimistic view of determinism is echoed in the previously 

quoted passage by B.Prus: a bitter struggle for survival 

yoverns the "other manl-ind", the world of "parvenus, starve­

lings, swindlers and murderers," This vision of human rela­

tions as confl3c-rldden is a typical feature of mature rea­

lism and naturalism. In general the naturalists tended to 

view conflicts opposing various human groups as an integral, 

"natural" and necessary element of social life. 

Analogies between the patterns of animal and human be­

havior underlie many naturalist depictions of the tension 

between Poles and Jews, The following scene from Dygasin-

sl-i's story of animal life WlLLli_BSY_i! LydSLI? (Wolves, 

dogs, humans, 1883), provides a particularly illuminating 

example of this way of thinl-ing. It discusses the nature of 

the hosttlty between the narrator's dog and a young domesti­

cated wolf- At first the narrator spontaneously intervenes 

in defence of the wolf, offering him protection against the 

dog's aggression. On second thought, however, deeper "philo­

sophical and historical" reflection mal-es the narrator re­

train from interfering in the animals" affairs. Comparing 

the dogs' instinctive hostility towards wolves to the anta­

gonism between Jews and non-Jews, he recognizes the "natu­

ral" character of human and animal aggression. 

Wprawdzie w epoce wychowywama przeze mnie Duty 
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(will a) nie lstmai jeszcze antysemityzm, ale Zy-
dem pogardrali chrzescijanie ju: wtedy. 0t6z tal-ie 
i podobne reflel-Sje usposobily mnie m m e j wrogo do 
mojej ogarzycy. Pomyslalem by* sobie: jal- tu wyma-
gac od zwierza.t rdwnouprawruenia, I ledy dla ludzi 
ono medostfpne. Niech mdj will wczesnie pozna 
gorycz zycia cywi 11 :owanego, mechaj ma w histoni 
i'ycia swego I tragi cine elementy (21). 

/Although an ti -Semi ti sm did not yet ei'ist at the 
time when I raised Buta (the wolf), even then the 
Christians held the Jews in contempt. Such and 
similar reflections cooled down my anger at the 
hound. How can you e::pect animals to achieve equa­
lity, I thought, if humans seem unable to achieve 
i f Let my wolf experience the bitterness of civi­
lized life in his /outh; ]et him have some tragic 
memories./ 

From the 1390s onward the realist and naturalist depic­

tions of Jewish society — now reaching their peal- of popu­

larity — were shaped by yet another literary factor. Indi­

vidual psychology and the "metaphysical essence" of the Jew 

became the focus of modernism, a current which placed the 

individual quest for the absolute, and devotion to pure art, 

at the heart of its artistic credo. The gloomy and decadent 

moods of the Polish Modernists were fed by a strong percep­

tion of the decline of modern civilization, a vision which 

was spreadinq throughout fiQ-de-si.ecle Europe. 

The modernist taste for the esoteric and the irrational 

is exemplified by the psychological portrayals of Jewish 

women at the turn of the century- Thus Rachela, a thoroughly 

acculturated young Jewess with a deep interest in Polish 

21) A.Dygasinsl-l , WLlLla.__Ei:ji_I_Iydzie, (1B83) in Wy_bdir 
QowjiL* Warszawa 1973, p. 65. The wolf was found by the nar­
rator in 1866. 
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literature, personifies the magic power of poetry in S.Wys-

piansl-i's Wesele (The Wedding, 1901). At a wedding party 

which brings together all strata of Polish society, Rachela 

establishes contact WJth the world beyond. On her invitation 

the spirits of Polish history _,oin the living, thereby ini­

tiating a confrontation between Poland's present and past 

which is at the very heart of Wyspiartsli's masterpiece. 

But while Rachel a"s poetic visions play a constructive 

role in Wesele, darf and destructive sensuality is the do­

minant feature of Jewish heroines in Tetmajer's ffaQDia dSLY. 

(Miss Mary, 1899) Z. Nail- owsl- a s Wf4§_i_r6ze (Serpents and 

roses, 1913) and J. Weyssenhof f " s Hetmani, (1911). All these 

rich and spoiled young women emanate a stril-ing lacl- of mo­

ral sensitivity. The two former characters" obsessive love 

of riches is equalled by the latter"s hunger for political 

power. Although on the surface their alienation from the 

Jewish tradition is complete, the "southern blood", the mys­

terious power of heredity, ties these three women to various 

aspects of Jewishness. In Hetmaru this atavism expresses 

itself in the form of Hala's political support for the Jew­

ish cause, which ranges from diplomatic intrigue to politi­

cal terrorism. The Jewish roots of the two other heroines, 

who live in the twilight zone between the realities of con­

temporary Poland and biblical Palestine, are far more esote­

ric. The I- ey to their psychology lies in the latter world, 

full of strange animals, of erotic plants and precious 

stones, and permeated by an intense eroticism. 
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On the whole, post-Positivist Polish literature legiti­

mized greater brutality in the depiction of" conflicts be­

tween Jews and their gentile surroundings. This phenomenon 

can be explained in terms of the trends which marl-ed the 

evolution from Positi'.ism to mature realism and naturalism. 

Among these features were the shift from a materialist to an 

idealist trend and the evolution from an optimistic to a 

pessimistic interpretation of determinism, a vision which 

reached fatalist dimensions in the literary output of the 

F'olish naturalists. This evolution was also encouraged by a 

shift of emphasis from the harmony between the interests of 

cin individual and his community to the vision of society as 

conf1ict-ridden and, finally, from the tendentiousness of 

F'ositivist literature to a\n objective and more mature form 

of real ism '22) . 

At one pole we have Qrzeszl-owa" s ELl-y^LQwesr, a novel 

depicting the conflict of economic interests with a realism 

and e;;pl ICI tness rarely found in the Fositivist rgmans a 

these. Ideological considerations, howe/er, imposed an ar­

tificially happy ending on Orzeszl-owa s realistically depic­

ted conflict. By uniting Poles and Jews around common goals 

the author restores the natural harmony of the social orga­

nism. At the other pole we have the basically conflict-

-ridden social reality of the "cobweb" novels. All of them 

depict confrontation between two antagonistic human species, 

presented in their respective roles of "flies" and "spi-
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ders". Together with the modernist exploration o-f Jewish 

spirituality, which removed much of the previous restraint 

on -fantasizing about Jews and their culture, those; trends 

reinforced the perception o-f the Jews as an aJien and threa­

tening group. 

22) H.Marllewicz, "The Dialectic of Polish Positivism", in 
Li_terary_ Studi.es_i.n_Po]1.aQd. Etudes_l Ltterair§s_en E'9.lQ3Qg* 
VI, The PQli.tlvi.smJL Le Positivisme, Wroclaw, Warszawa, 
hral-ow, Gdansl- , 19S0, p. 27 
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C H A P T E R F I V E 

A F T E R M A T H 

I. TERMINOLOGY AND SYMBOLS: THE DECLINE OF THE MACCABEES 

"A bohatersc/ Machabeusze, 
Gdy ich przypadtiem las schwytal 
Ben zal^lmenia oddadra,. dusze_ 
Za swoje bdstwo - lapita-i. (1) 

/The heroic Maccabees/ if only fate would demand it/ would 
fearlessl/ give up their souls/ for their god - capital./ 

In these lines, written by a former member of the se­

cret insurrectionary government in the late 1870s, it would 

be hard to find any trace of the recent euphoria of Polish-

-Jewish brotherhood. A.Asnyl"s ironic reference to the le­

gend of the Maccabees reflects the changes which had accu­

mulated since 1864 in the treatment of the "Jewish" element 

of the uprising theme. Abandoning their noble ideals, the 

"heroic Maccabees" typically rediscover their capitalist 

1) A.Asnyl, "W lory", in Zbi_6r_£c<etuw_Bol 3̂ i_ch_l9-gg_wiei_y_, 
Warszawa 1959, III, p.615 
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roots and hurry to plot long-term economic strategies which 

are harmful to Polish society. Toward the end of the century 

political activism gradually overshadows their capitalist 

activities and becomes their single most pronounced feature. 

Their political loyalties are no longer what they were in 

the uprising years. The "heroic Maccabees" join the rants of 

modern political movements — mo/ements which in the mean­

time emerged in Jewish society — to support causes that at 

best do not coincide with and at worst undermine Polish in­

terests. 

This evolution, which starts in the late 1860s, inten­

sifies as the century progresses. Farces shaping the new 

image of the Jew do not leave unaffected the symbolic lan­

guage used to refer to the Jewish world. As time; goes by, 

the expression "Pole of the Mosaic persuasion" disappears 

from the vocabulary or undergoes an evolution similar tc 

that of the Maccabee legend. Used less frequently to empha­

size the Jew's status as co-citizen and contributor to the 

common national history, the term gains an increasingly iro­

nic flavour. Notwithstanding the use of quotation marts, the 

expression appears an contexts which in various ways stress 

its inadequacy as a description of the post-insurrectionary 

perception of the Jew. After a period of semantic confusion 

during which new connotations compete and overlap with the 

traditional ones, the term "Pole of the Mosaic persuasion" 

acquires a new dimension. Increasingly politicized, its use 

is limited to the narrow realm of writings political!/ s/m-



Page 182 

pthetic to the Jews. 

Thus the legendary colonel Peret Joselewic:, the man 

whose heroic deeds inspired the pictures that decorated the 

walls of Marti-o's tavern in Chr_nect_Bolsl_i.i * 5 introduced 

in W.Reymont's Rot 1.754. lDSk!C§L£aii <The insurrection of 

1794, 1913-1918) as "Machabeusz" 'Maccabee; and "IrajOW/ 

cudzoziemiec" (the domestic foreigner) (2). Both terms of 

which appear in the same paragraph in Reymonfs novel; the 

latter gains ground in the Polish vocabulary of the turn of 

the century- In G.Zapolsl-a <s PrzedgieLI© (The limbo, 18S9) , 

a novel dealing with a boarding school for girls, the author 

focuses on the "strange appearance" ("dziwaczny widot") of 

Jewish pupils, ironically characterized as "'Poles' of the 

Mosaic persuasion", who, much to the discontent of non-Jew­

ish audiences, wear Palish national costumes during a school 

pla/ (3). In Weyssenhoff's Hetmani (1911), a novel largely 

devoted to Jewish attempts at destabilizing Poland during 

the 1°05 resolution, the term "Maccabees" is applied to bel­

ligerent and resentful Jewish socialists f"wojownicze typ/ z 

Bundu") (4). 

2) W. Reymont, RoL_iZ2£s lQSyC§L£j.Ss. i n E'LiifM, XI, Warszawa 
1980, p.194-195. The passage which focuses on Beret's non-
--Slavic features also depicts a Polish officer's objections 
to having Jewish soldiers under his command and to granting 
them access to the arsenal. 

3) G.Zapolsl-a, PC£££iE.i.§-LLi- f13B Q), in D?_ieia.__y>Zbrane, n , 
Krakow 1979, p.126, quotation marts as used by Zapolsla. 

4) J, Weyssenhof f , Hetm>£nj_ (1911), Warszawa 1911, p. 228 and 
others. 
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Finally. a diary written by one o-f the m a m characters in 

B.Prus's LalLi (The Doll), provides a particularly in­

sightful observation on the changing wa/s in which Jews are 

addressed. Covering the last two years o-f the eighth decade 

— the time when Asnyl- wrote his poem — the diar/ places 

this terminological evolution in the broader conte; t o-f Po­

lish-Jewish relations. 

W og6le, moze od rol-u, uwa:am, ze do starozai-on-
n/ch rosnie niechec; nawet ci, Itarzy przed I 11-
I- oma 3 aty nazywali ich Pol al-ami mojzeszowego wyz-
nania, dzis :wt\ ich Zydami . Zas ci , [ t6rz / nie-
dawno podziwiali ich prace, wytrwalosi 1 zdolnos--
ci , dzis widza^tyll-o wyzysl 1 szachrajstwo. Stu-
chaja_c tego mysle,, :e na ludzl-osc spada jat is mrol 
duchowy podobny da nacy. W dzien wszystl-a jest 
•Jadne, wesole 1 dobre; w nocy wszystl- o jest brudne 
1 niebezpieczne. Tal- sobie mysle^ ale milcze_; bo 
c6z moze znaczyc sa_d star ego subiel-ta wobec giosu 
znl-omitych publicyst6w, I-torzy dowodz^, ie Zydzi 
I rwi chrzesci jansl iej uzywaj^ na rnac<% I ze powmni 
byd w prawach swoich ogranLczeni. (5) 

/In general, I have noticed over the last year or 
two that the dislil-e o-f the Hebrews is increasing; 
even people who, a -few years ago, called them 
Poles o-f the Mosaic persuasion now call them Jews. 
And those who recently admired their hard wori , 
their persistence and their talents, today only 
see their exploiting and deceit. When I hear such 
things I sometimes thin!- that a spiritual twilight 
is falling on manl-md. B> day all is nice, cheer­
ful and good; at night all is darl- and dangerous. 
I thinl this but I say nothing; for what does the 
opinion of an old clerl- matter against the voices 
of well-l-nown journalists who can prove that Jews 
use Christian blood in their matzos and should 
have their rights restricted./ 

The deepening feeling of incompatibility between Polish 

aspirations and the objectives ascribed to the Jewish commu-

5) B.Prus, Lrtll_a, II, Warsz&wa lq72, p.201 
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nity as a whole was also manifest in the gradual disappea­

rance o-f the moti-F o-f similarity in the experiences o-f F'oles 

and Jews. The increased vigilance o-f Russian censorship -fal­

lowing the de-feat of 3 S6A made the fate o-f the Jews a -fre­

quent metaphor for the discussion of Poland's recent past. 

This "cover" appears in the early writings o-f E. Orzes: I owa, 

who, in her -first past- insurrectionary novel Pan Graba 

(1869), outlined a strategy of national survival under the 

guise of discussing Jewish affajrs. In Pan Graba this 

strategy is personified b/ Wigder (i.e. "victor"), a Jewish 

moneylender who, driven by a passionate desire to ease the 

sufferings of his coreligionists, accumulates fabulous ri­

ches. Using the Jew as a symbol of organic worl- , the stra­

tegy she wanted the Poles to follow, Orzeszl-owa favourably 

contrasts the Jew's efforts at strengthening Jewish society 

with the thoughtless selfishness of the novel's Polish hero. 

Orzesz I-owa's metaphor seems not tc have posed problems 

of interpretation for the contemporary Polish reader, though 

most of the novel's critics found Wigder an "unrealistic" 

character <£>). The romantic idea of the similarity of both 

nations' historical roles, and the resulting interchangeabi-

lity of literary symbols, provided an obvious [ ey to Orzesz-

6) J. S. I- olodz IBJ , Fl !Sll_QrfegssL2wals_Femi.ni.st__and Jewish 
\MotzL^^-LD.--EQkk^h^Q.nrA-^k^l.^r2-Qcl.%L^'k^t]l'< unpubl ished Ph. D. 
thesis, Indiana University 1975, pp.311-313. See also J.l-o-
tarbmsl-i, "Powiesci zydowske Elizy Orzesz I-owe_j " , Swiat 
1891 p.473; Cz. Janl owsl l , "Pan_Graba", LCJ§J. SO (1891); 
H. Sienl-lewicz , "PaQ__§C§fe.a. Powiesc p. Elizy Orzesz!-owej " , 
reprint from Pr?.eg.I^£!_LLteract_i in Dzi_ela, J. !• rzyzanowsl-l 
(ed.), XLV, Sz.Lice_li.teracLie I, Warszawa 1°51 p. 191 
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iowa s ideological message in Pan_Graba (7^. There is no 

lacl of evidence that the romantic myth of the parallel 

destinies of Poles and Jews was at the root of Orzesz I- owa" s 

interest in Jewish matters. For instance, she wrote to 

S.H.Peltyn, the editor of the assimi 1ationist journal Izra-

~Il.ta, informing him of her intention to write a major 

"Jewish" novel and repeatedly stressing the "e;.traordi nar / 

similarity of the two nations" fates" !"me:mierne podobien-

stwo losdw") and the resulting need for the continuing soli­

darity of Poles and Jews. The letter leaves little doubt as 

to the primarily political nature of Orzessfowe's view of 

the Polish-Jewish alliance. Poles and Jews have to support 

each other in confronting the challenges of a future in 

which, Drzeszl-owa feared, both groups might have to cope 

with continuing "disasters, homelessness and humiliation". 

Her vision of Polish-Jewish solidarity in resisting external 

oppression expressed itself in a form characteristic of the 

insurrectionary years. Vague, tainted with romantic messia-

nism and emphasizing the idea of sacrificial suffering, the 

concept showed no signs of adjustment to the new political 

circumstances. 

Stworzytam sobie tal-ie wyobrazenie, ze I azdy nardd 
posiada udzielona^ sobie wyzsz^sile, 1 maxlrosd, 
pewne wyi"a_czne pos-ianm ctwo, w lmie, I- t6rego zyje, 
dzial-a i CLerpi. Bye maze, IZ I azdemu narodowi 
przeznaczonym jest, zeby dop]sat jedna^, zgiosl-e, w 
tym wiell-im wyrazie, I- tory jest wyrazem bezwied-
nych da.zeri ca-iej ludzl-osci. Zglosl- â , przeznaczona 
ludowi polsllemu jest wolnosc, izraelsliemu wiara 
w Jedynego Boga. Obie idee wiell-ie, do wcielenia 

7> J.Detl-o, Qrzeszl_gwa wobec trad'£Cai Qac&d°wgz 
wyzwglenczych, Warszawa 1965, p.40 
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tal- trudne, :e narody, I-t.6re je w :ycie wprowa-
clzaja,, prnenosid musza^ - rnigczenstwo. (. . •> Tal-a to 
wielfa, zaczerpnifta z najwyzszych d:iednin ducho-
wych wspolnosd, widze-? pomifdzy narodami tymi 1 w 
wiell-ie m m e :d:iwieme wprawia, :e wspdlnosc ta 
dotard nie :rod:iia rniiosci. Musi w tym bye troche 
zobopilnej winys jat imi by srodl-ami zag-fadzic js\. 1 
w jednoic scisia^zlad ludzi, I t6rych losy 1 zada-
nia podobno i [ t6rzy wzajem tal sacsobie potrzeb-
rn . (81 

/I came to belie/e that each nation is endowed 
with some higher -force and wisdom, and its own 
special mission in whose name it lives, acts and 
au-f-fers. The destm/ o-f each nation is perhaps to 
contribute one letter to a long word which expres­
ses the subconscious aspirations o-f the whole o-f 
manlind, Tn this word the letter assigned to the 
Polish people is -freedom, while that assigned to 
Israel is the -faith in One God. Both these ideas 
are* so sublime and so difficult to realize that 
nations which implement them cannot escape martyr­
dom, I see in the case of these two nations such a 
deep similarity, -t community deriving from the 
highest realms of the spirit, that I cannot stop 
wondering that this community has not yet created 
love. To some e::tent, both must be at fault. /The 
question now is/ how to repair the damage and uni­
fy people whose fates and missions are so similar 
and who need each other so badly./ 

In Orzesz I- owa' s first large-scale "Jewish" novel, E__ 

Mal_gwer ''1874), this solidarity assumes the distmcti/e form 

of an alliance between the Jewish bourgeoisie and the Polish 

nobility. The novel's Jewish hero is Eli Mal-ower, a merchant 

involved in real estate. Eli, who for year* fights to pur­

chase a heavily morgaged estate, withdraws from the lucra­

tive transaction when it is about to succeed. The Jew re­

jects the idea of economic competition with the Poles as 

incompatible with the common interests of Poles and Jews. 

8) E. Orzeszl-owa, letter to S.H.Peltyn from 12-24.04.1871, as 
quoted in: I. But I- 1 ewi czowa, PQwi.e4c.i_i. Qgwele ~__owjs__e 
Elt z__0rze_z_o_e_, Lublin 1977, p."7 

http://PQwi.e4c.i_i
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Showing restraint in the execution o-f his newly acquired 

rights, Eli gives the highest priority to the tasl- o-f main­

taining harmonious relations between the two groups. In ex­

change -for his generosity the Jew tales from the nobleman's 

hands the light o-f modern civilization and the promise of 

integration into Polish society. In Og.ru W<J Qrzeszl-owa brings 

together a Jewish watchmsl er and a Polish aristocrat and 

mal e= them discover the amazing similarity o-f their respec­

tive life experiences, 

E-!ut even these worl-s, though "paral 1 el 1 sti c" in con­

cept, betray a growing tension between the romantic scheme 

and Orzesz I owa"s realistic depictions of social realit/- In 

E:§Q„£J!Liafesi the Jewish moneylender's fortune originates in the 

exploitation and "tears" of the Poles. His nation's well-

being can be achieved only at the expense o-f the Christian 

population. In a scene reminiscent of All Baba"3 visit to 

the robbers" cave the Jew shows Graba his treasures and, to 

further emphasize his wealth, throws priceless pearls on the 

floor. Underl/ing his edif/ing comments on the moral respon­

sibilities o-f individuals toward their respective communi­

ties is the idea o-f the incompatibility of Polish and Jewish 

interests. 

lie tych perei spada na ziemie^ - rzel-i - tyle iez 
ludzl-ich spadlo na moja. giow<=. . ale za to tyle -iez 
mniej m6j 1 ud wyptacze. (<=>) 

/As many pearls as you see falling on this floor -
he said - so many human tears have fallen upon my 
head... but so many -fewer tears will fall on my 
own people's side. ' 

http://Og.ru
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The parallels in Qgniwa between the Polish and Jewish 

experiences are limited in range and deal with individual 

fates rather than group experiences. El_i. MaLowerls happy 

ending is attached somewhat artificially to Orzesz I- owa" s 

depiction of the longstanding and bitter rivalry between the 

Polish landowner (who struggles to survive the post-insur­

rectionary crises of 3andownership) and the Jewish buyer of 

his estate. Drzes;lowa was not alone in perceiving Polish 

ownership of the land as one of the most important condi­

tions of national survival. The Jewish role in undermining 

Folish interests in thi 3 particular field soon becomes the 

single most frequently treated "Jewish" theme of Palish li-

1erature. 

Ironically, another of Orzesz I-owa" s novels, MLCtj§L§ 

(1386), was the last major literary worl which made use of 

the once common parallels between Jewish suffering after the 

destruction of Jerusalem and that of post-insurrectionary 

Poland. Set in Rome shortly after Titus" victory over the 

Jewish state, the novel discusses the deterioration of Ro­

man-Jewish relations, which culminates in anti-Jewish riots. 

Orzeszl-owa submitted dictala for publication in LLQS.Z in 

°) E. Orzesz I- owa, Pan_Graba (18695, Warszawa 1971, p. 665. The 
incompatibility of interests is emphasized in A.Swietochow-
r̂  1 " s discusion of Pan_Graba. /A.Swi^tochowsl 1/, "E<2Q_§C:§b_a, 
powiesc w trzech czgsciach Elizy Orzesz!-owej " , in Pc^sqlax! 
lYQodQLQW.Y 32 (1972) reprinted in A. SHMI e_tochowsl-1 , Wy_b.dr 
teLst6w_Lcy.ty_c^ngl 1 tersc[_ich, S.Sandler (ed»), Warszawa 19"73 
pp. 228 



Page 189 

1883, shortly after the outbreal- of anti-Jewish violence in 

Warsaw which dramtjcally demonstrated the deterioration in 

the social climate. Fearinq that the novel s depiction o-f 

the nationalistic "-fanaticism" o-f the Jews might revi/e ram­

pant anti-Jewish passions, L^QIZ chose to delay Mi.rtal.a s 

publication for three years (10). 

The journal's editors were hardly alone in interpreting 

hUrtal.£ as Orzeszl-owa s response to the Warsaw riots of 1381 

and other negative trends in contemporar/ Polish-Jewish re­

lations. Their focus on the "Jewish question", however, made 

them averloot yet another dimension of the novel. Li \ e most 

of [JLCtsLil 5 critics after the novel's publication in 1886, 

the/ failed to acknowledge the central place o-f the Polish-

- Russian relationship, which the novel discussed under the 

guise o-f depicting the Roman-Jewish interaction (11). The 

prevailing interpretation o-f M3jrtal_a as a purel/ "Jewish'' 

wort misread Qrzesz\ owa"s intentions, which the author out­

lined in her letter to the publisher; 

10) See J.Detto, "Narodowy aspel t Iwestn iydowsJ iej u Elizy 
Orzeszl-owey , in Biuletyn ZIH, '10 (1961), p. 64; M.Zmig™ 
rodzla, "Eliza Orzeszl-owa" in Literatura_Eolsj^e_w__gl_resie 
real.i.zmu L_naturalinmu, II, Warszawa 1Q66, p.37; J.S.folo-
dziej, "Eliza Qrzesz I owa" =. Feminist and Jewish Worl- s in Po­
lish and Russian Criticism", unpublished Ph.D. thesis, In­
diana University 1975, pp.381-403 

11) The mast important exception here is the discussion o-f 
the novel in J. \ otarbi risl I ' s, "t!LCtal_a. Powiesd Elizy 
Orzeszl-owej" , Ẑ 't-ie 5 (1887) , pp. 75-77. The relationship of 
the conquered and their conquerors, and its relevance for 
F'oland vis-a-vis the Russians, was for I-otarhinsl-i the main 
issue of Orzeszl owa " s worl-. 



Page 1^0 

Pod wzgl^sdem tresci jest to naprzod wal I-a dwdch 
narodow: podbitego 1 iwyciqsl lego, nastegpnie wal 1-a 
cezaryzmu z republ 11 aninmems na l-omec obraz nie-
spr awi edl 1 wosci 3 gwaitiw dol- onywanych pod wptywem 
r6znych pobudel- nad slabszymi i bezbronnymi, czyli 
prrez zepsuty i zbalamucon/ plebs r: /msl l nad w/g-
nahcza., zgnt^bionc^ l bezbronn^ ludnoscia^ zydowsl-a,. 
(1?) 

/From the point of view o-f content it is, -first of 
all, a struggle between two nations, a victorious 
one and a subdued one, and, second, a struggle 
between caesarism and republicanism. Finall/, it 
is a depiction of the oppression and injustices 
inflicted (by the strong) on the wesi and help­
less, i.e., by a spoiled Poman mob on an uprooted, 
oppressed and defenceless Jewish population./ 

1 he confusion surrounding Mixta I. a was not caused solely 

by Orzesz I-owa ' s use of the recently subdued Roman Jews as a 

metaphor for the fate of the Poles under Russian domination. 

Nor was this misunderstanding due to Orzeszl-owa s discussion 

of Polish-Jewish relations disguised as social conflicts in 

first-century Rome. The source of the confusion la/ in the 

author" s simultaneous use of the -same literar/ symbols 

(Jews, riots, the destruction of Jerusalem) on both of the 

novel's semantic levels. On the one hand her depiction of 

the Jewish esperience helped Orzeszl-owa leep ali.-e the memo­

ry of the January uprising and the Polish dream of indepen­

dence. Moreover, the fate of the Jews served her as a lite­

rary device to promote the idea of Polish cultural sepa­

ratism vis-a-vis the Russians, a strategy which she 

wholeheartedly advocated as a means of resisting Pussifica-

32) E. Orzeszl-owa, letter to Gebethner and Wolff of 
04.09.1883 in Listy__Zebrane, Wroclaw 1954, I, p. 126; see 
J.Detl-o, op.cit. pp. 59-65 and El L=a__0rzesz Lowa , War szawa 
1971, pp.240-244 
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tion (13). On the other hand, the -first-century Roman Jews 

personified 19th century Jewish nationalism, which enabled 

the Jews of Poland to resist efforts aimed at their Polom-

:ation but which Or zeszl-owa clearly classified as a negative 

phenomenon. Using the classical Jewish theme of the 1860s 

0r:es:lowa failed to acknowledge the important changes which 

had occurred in the meantime in the Polish readers' percep­

tion of the Jews. The reception of her novel, marl ed by se­

rious problems of interpretation, clearly indicated that 

0rzes:fowa'5 symbolic language, as applied to the circum­

stances of post-1864 Polish society, had become anachronis­

tic by the middle of the 1980s. 

13) This interpretation is followed by J.Detl-o who argues 
that MlCiSlsi was written less to combat anti-Semitism than 
to promote Polish nationalism. J.Detl-o, El]_;a QC£!il:i.LQŷ i 
Warszaw 1971, pp.240-244. This view is shared by A.Gala, 
SE9i.eozertst^g B9LjilLie_wgbec_Qrggram6w_t_r aaw 
Zyd6w, unpublished Ph.D. thesis. University of Warsaw 1QS3, 
pp.59-61. 



II. J E W I S H A T T I T U D E S I N 

R E T R 0 S P E C T 

Projecting the new social climate upon the memories of 

the recent past, Polish literature continued to re/ise the 

legend o-f 1863. The legacy o-f the January uprising and its 

competing interpretations played a crucial role in shaping 

new political and ideological attitudes. The political re-

-evaluation o-f the 1863 tradition, most advanced in Galicia, 

was -fallowed — though by no means automatically — by a 

corresponding trans-formation o-f the literary legend. On the 

whole, however, the internal evolution o-f this legend 

i>howed a considerable degree of autonomy. There were sub­

stantial differences both in the timing and in the way in 

which the new interpretations affected various elements of 

the tradition. For example, while in some writers" memory 

the period of Polish-Jewish goodwill quici-ly shranl- into 

"one heroic hour", a more realistic assessment of peasant 

attitudes toward the uprising was not available until the 

early 20th century. As the previous review of Jewish motifs 

clearly indicates, the traditional romantic scheme continued 

to compete with new approaches throughout the period under 

study. Generally speal-mg, the re-e-;amination of the Jewish 

role in 1863 echoed the debate on the so-called "Jewish 

question" in its various stages. 
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M. Batuct i ' s worts on the January insurrection were 

among the earliest to mate no use whatever of romantic cli­

ches in depicting the Jewish role in the uprising. In a 

short but powerful episode in Pr:ebud:eni (The Awakened, 

1865), the Jewish tavern-leeper buys, from the peasants, 

clothes and other belongings which the villagers have 

stripped from the fallen Folish insurgents (14). In \_gmedi3 

S.a Lc^ta^ (Comedy behind bars, 186S), the only "Jewish" as­

pect of the uprising is represented by a cowardly smuggler 

who made a fortune trading in illegal weapons (15). Ba-tuc-

t i " s focus on the economic opportunities the 1867 war of­

fered to the Jews occupies a prominent place in later ac­

counts, and tends to gradually overshadow the question of 

their political loyalties. 

Junosza-Szamawsl l " s novel Na S9llSS.Efc.3£tl <Qn the 

ashes, 1884) tells the story of Jewish attempts to tate over 

the estate of an e;nled insurrectionist. The endangered es­

tate is ultimately saved only as a result of the loyalt/ of 

peasants who have not allowed themselves to be bought off by 

the local tavern-l eeper. In the novel ii'l.i._i _b^dat (They were 

14) This scene foreshadows the early 20th-century worts 
which treat the question of the peasants' role in the upris­
ing with tragic realisms S. Zeromst I "• s RQ±Lg"£L9°I§^_Qas__LcsLi 
wrgny, WLHtoa.„r_;:e,J1a and A.Strug's short stories. 

15) T.Drewnowsti notes that Balructi's earliest criticism of 
the Jews came partly in reaction to their "commercial" atti­
tude toward the uprising ("handlarskie podejscie do sprawy 
powstanczej") T.Drewnowsti, op.cit., p.CIX 

file:///_gmedi3
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and they will be, 1888) M.Rodzxewiczowna depicts the sudden 

prosperity o-f a Lithuanian shtetl as due to Jewish trade in 

the confiscated property o-f rebels. 

Miasteczl-o w og6le ca-Hre, z-lozone przewaznie z Zy-
dow, byio lojalne 1, gdy pewnego dnia zostata za-
lane wojsllem, upOjonem rozbiciem parti1 po la-
sach, przyjeio to jal-o fomec zastoju w handlu i 
niepol-Ojow. Rozpoczeiy sif kwawe widowisl-a, sâ dy 
1 egzel-ucje, zwazenie i wywozenie podejrzanych. 
Zydzi ziozyli wojennemu naczelm \ owi gruby haracz 
(«.) l handlowali, robia_c swietne interesy na tu-
pach dworiw zrabowanych l obdartych powstanciw. 
(16; 

/The little town, populated mostly by Jews, re­
mained loyal /to the Russians/, and when one day 
it was filled with soldiers overjoyed by the li­
quidation o-f partisan groups in the woods it tool-
this to be the end o-f all trouble and stagnation 
in business. Bloody spectacles, executions, tri­
als, and the bringing in and out o-f suspects be­
gan. The Jews paid the military commander 3 gene­
rous tribute and made excellent business by tra­
ding in property looted -from the manors and 
stripped -from the insurgents./ 

The town's Jews hurry to buy cattle confiscated during the 

brutal pacification of a petty noblemen s village whose en­

tire population was deported to Siberia. They also tal e ad­

vantage ai the political situation to purchase wooded lots 

from Polish noblemen at low prices. In yet another insurrec­

tionary novel by hi. Rodziewi cz6wna, Pozary._i__zg;L lszcza (Fires 

and ashes, 1894), the Jewish tavern-!- eeper, acting as right-

-hand man to a treacherous Polish nobleman, betrays a rebel 

detachment operating in the Lithuanian woods. In order to 

collect information which ultimately leads to its massacre. 

16) M. Podziewiczowna, By.1 I„L„b§1dat_ (1838), W/dawmctwo Py-
bitwa, n.d., p.11 
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the Jew corrupts a young peasant by means of alcohol, bribe­

ry and blaclmail. In another episode in PQifirY._L__SQlL5S.SSi* 

the rebels hide in a tavern after the Jewish tavern-keeper's 

terrified wife has been forced to cooperate through black -

mai1 and the use of physical farce. 

The hero of H.Sienl lewicz's §̂ .LLE§;_ŵ 9.Ism <1S76) is a 

Polish police informer whose cooperation with the Russians 

goes baci- to the time of the uprising. When we meet him 

years later he continues to blackmail his neighbors by his 

knowledge of their insurrectionary past. The informer's ac­

complice, a Jewish tavern-keeper, helps him to stage provo­

cations and acts as a false witness. The attitude of W.I osz-

czyc's courageous Jan I-1 el in W_QgQiu_wgl_ngici (1SS6) is 

contrasted not only with the cowardly and unpatriotic atti­

tudes of some Poles but also with those prevailing in his 

own community. The Jews treat him with hostility, and coldly 

watch the hero's execution by the Russians. In Wx_ci__wyrocjzQe_ 

k osrrczyc has the uprising s commander-in-chief, Traugutt, 

express qualified praise for the Jews tacit sympathy for 

the rebels. A number of episodes, however, focus on the way 

in which they profit economically from the uprising. Al­

though generally supportive of the Poles the Jews easily 

yield information when pressed by the Russians. In at least 

one case this leads to robbery, arrests and murders of the 

Poles. 

A Jewish tavern-keeper in Sewer's (I.MaciejOwski) story 

http://PQifirY._L__SQlL5S.SSi*
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"Maciel w powstaniu" (Maciel- in tho uprising, 1894) does not 

hide rebels - but a former rebel hides from him. The Jew is 

treated as a potential security risl- by a young peasant who 

returns to his home village after fighting in the uprising. 

Maciel- threatens to burn down the tavern to prevent a pos­

sible denunciation by the Jew. While the Jewish support in 

Przed BdJt__wi_eLi_em w a s personified by the patriotic horse-

-smuggler, t ontrymowicz s lengthy negative comments on Lit-

vats (17) — remarl-s rather artificially included an a novel 

dealing with much earlier events — appear to have been in­

tended as an epilogue to the novel's Jewish theme. 

M.J.Wielopolsla's novel L.EY.aiUi.1- (1913) tells the story 

of the last rebel detachment, led by S.Brzosl-a, which held 

out in the countryside in Polesie until December 1864 (18). 

Wielopolsl a" s portrayal of Brzosl-a and his men reminds one 

strongl/ of the faithful apostles gathering around the fi­

gure of Christ. Following the pattern frequently used in 

earlier fiction, the variety of the social, cultural and 

ideological bad grounds of Brz6sl-a's followers emphasizes 

the perfect harmony of all strata of Polish society united 

around their common goal: Poland's independence. In addition 

to Brzos! a, who is a Catholic priest, we find among these 

3 7) Litv'aks (Litwacy) Jewish imigrants from the eastern pro­
vinces of the Empire, see chapter IV. 

18) Rev. S.Brz6si-a (1834-1865), the last surviving staff-of­
ficer of the uprising, joined the movement in 1362 after 
being imprisoned for preaching patriotic sermons. Captured 
in December 1S64 Brzdsta was executed in Sololow on 23 May 
1865. 
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last freedom -fighters a Jewish craftsman, a conservative 

landowner, a politically radical blactsmith (who is a Pro­

testant), an anti-clerical veteran of the Garibaldi wars, 

two monl-s, a pious peasant LQs?Y.Qil-C (a veteran of the No­

vember uprising), and a freemason of French origin whose 

views are described as communist (') (19). Despite their 

exceptional bravery, this "Noah"s art" gradually shrmi-s and 

the detachment's days are numbered. The Jew, wounded at the 

beginning of the novel, survives to the group's very end. 

Tal-en prisoner in the detachment's last battle and savagely 

tortured, the Jew reveals Brzdsl-a's hiding place to the Rus­

sians. In a scene which one immediately associates with 

Christ's capture by Roman soldiers, the dying Jew, the Ju­

das, is comforted and forgiven by the Christ-lil-e Brr:6sl-a 

(20) . 

The theme of treason allegedly committed by the Jew 

reappears in Wielopolsla's short story "1apitan Lerbas". 

Lerbas, the courageous and dedicated leader of a rebel de­

tachment is shot on the spot by a suspicious Polish officer. 

In retrospct, the Pole acl-nowledges his mistal e and admits 

that he was blinded by the image of "Abraml- a-zdrajcy", the 

widespread stereotype of the traitor Jew. While the officer 

asl-s to be shot as punishment, his superior bitterly replies 

that there would not be enough bullets to shoot all those 

19) M. J. Wielopolsl-a, LCYj.§Lli_ 0 szescdziesia^ym trrecim rol-u 
opowiesc, Warszawa 1913, p.26 

20) M. J. Wielopolsl- a, op.cit., p. 145 
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guilty of treating the Jews with excessive suspicion and in 

that way allienatmg many sencere Polish patriots (21). 

A.Strug's Qjcgwie_nasi. (Our fathers, 1910), a collec­

tion of stories dealing with the January uprising, focuses 

on the social injustices perpetrated in the name of patrio­

tic values. Although Strug primarily concentrates on the 

peasant question, the Jews occasionally also appear as help­

less victims of robberies and confiscations for the war ef­

fort. E.'Ql§JLi. provides a few unedifymg examples of the re­

bels mistreatment of Jewish tavern-l-eepers. On the whole, 

the Jews cautiously help the insurgents, supplying them with 

food and sharing vital information. The latter farm of as­

sistance is of no avail to the F'oles who, blinded by mis­

trust, are not in a position to tal-e advantage of the Jews' 

realistic assessment of the situation. In Ma.gi.tl_a (The 

little grave) the exhausted and demoralized partisans, lost 

in the woods, try to ma I- e their way to the Galician border. 

The local Jewish tavern-Jeeper, a renowned smuggler, would 

have safely tal-en them across the border. But the rebels 

never reach the tavern and perish, betrayed by the peasants. 

The retrospective transformation of the 1863 legend is 

one of many passible illustrations of the growing ambiguity 

with which Polish authors treat Jewish loyalties. Characte­

ristically L.W.Anczyc felt obliged to stress, in the intra-

21) M. J. Wi el opal si-a, "l-apitan Lerbas", in Sy^ggarlice, 
Warszawa, n.d., p. 108 

http://Ma.gi.tl_a
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duction to his L9^ELySSL9_BQd_Raci.awicami. (fosciusnlo at 

Raclawice, 1881), that the play's Jewish character, a pro-

-Polish spy, is to be seen as a model -figure, an edi f ying 

example whom he wanted the Jews to follow, rather than as a 

character reflecting reaJ-]ife attitudes (22). Similarly, in 

Z. Sarnecl- i ' s SiQneczruL ( The sunfower, 1S83) the portrait of 

fosciuszl-o decorating the office of a rich businessman means 

little more than the Jew's coldly calculating manipulation 

of this national symbol. Only after a Polish Catholic priest 

saves the businessman's, father in one of the Russian pogroms 

of 1881 does the businessman realine the error of his "cos­

mopolitan" ways and becomes a sincere Polish patriot. Final­

ly, in Sewer's (I. Maciejowsl- I ) Zyzma (1884) a small pro-

-Polish faction struggles against a pro-German faction in an 

attempt to promote Polish interests among Jews in Lwow. Put 

while Sewer's defenders and their cause a.re not explicitly 

defeated, the final outcome of this struggle appears ques­

tionable to the author. His doubts find a resounding echo in 

late nineteenth-century literature. While patriotically-min­

ded Jewish characters, idealists who try to put Jewish life 

hacl- on trad , become less frequent m Polish fiction, vil­

lains involved in various "Jewish conspiracies" fill this 

vacuum. 

22) L.W.Anczyc, L9=>£i.y=:tLL9 Q.od _ _Rac-t aw ic am i_, in Zy_ci_e_.i 
Eisma, IV, Krat6w 1908, p. 287 
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III. S E T T L I N G A C C O U N T S W I T H T H E 

V E T E R A N S 

Same Jewish patriots portrayed by Polish writers sur­

vive the shots fired at them during the Warsaw demonstra­

tions and the dangers of the partisan war. The earliest ac­

counts of the Jewish veterans fate after 1864 typically 

place them in Western Europe where — despite all the mise­

ries of eiale --- love and friendship reward them for their 

dedication to the Polish cause. Wols^ s Mosie^, for ins­

tance, depicts the loyal friendship of Wladyslaw and Moj-

zesn, two former comrades-in-arms. Faithful to the ideals of 

their youth, the two friends await the ne:ct round of armed 

struggle for Poland's independence. I-raszewsl-1 " s Jal ub Hamon 

leads the existence of a wandering Jew but ultimatel/ finds 

happiness in his private life. He marries an enlightened 

Warsaw Jewess who, under his influence, rejects the spiri­

tual emptiness of the cosmopolitan milieu in which she grew 

up and turns into an idealistic Polish patriot. 

These and other happy endings become less frequent in 

the fallowing decades. The romantic naivete of these earl> 

works contrasts wa th the comple;; and frequently ambiguous 

problems which the Jewish veterans confront in later Polish 
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literature. In general, however, the treatment of the "vete­

ran" theme is marl- ed by a number of common characteristics. 

The first and the most important is the similarity of the 

topical context in which the motif appears in the plot. The 

former Jewish rebels are invariably introduced in the con­

text of the discussion of Polish-Jewish relations. Typi­

cally, their appearance is fallowed by the author's compari­

son between the climate of the 1860s and that of the follow­

ing years. Jewish veterans and their post-insurrectionary 

biographies also serve to justify the positions ta^en by 

various writers on the issue of Jewish assimilation. The 

second common feature of the veterans" stories is their pre­

dominantly pessimistic mood. Although the conclusions drawn 

from this post-insurrectionary settling of accounts vary 

according to the writer's political views, most authors 

dealing with the topic acl-nowledge — more or less explicit­

ly — the failure of Polish hopes far the brotherhood of 

"the two Israels". 

It is precisely in this context that a Jewish veteran's 

story is narrated by B.Prus in Lal_£a (The Doll, 1890), a 

novel considered one of the masterpieces of Polish litera­

ture. One of LalLa/s themes is the history of a Polish-owned 

Warsaw store. The main part of the tale which is narrated by 

the store's old clerl , Rzecl- I . Rzecl-i, the author of the 

previously quoted diary, is an idealist formed by the roman­

tic tradition and its old-fashioned democratic values. He is 

genuinely worried by the growing "dislike of the Hebrews" 
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which turns life sour for Henryl- Szlangbaum, yet another 

clerl- in the store. Szlangbaum fought in the January upris­

ing along with Dr. Szuman, also a Jew, and the stare's ow­

ner, Stanislaw Wol-ulsl-i. All three paid for their patriotic 

deeds with years of e:nle in Siberia. The passage that fol­

lows deals with SzlangbaunTs post-insurrectionary experien­

ces, covering the period from his return from exile in the 

early 1870s to the end of the decade. In its last two years, 

the years in which Lal^tTs plot tal-es place, the signs of 

approaching "trouble with the Jews" continue to multiply. 

Rzecti's pessimistic assessment of the direction of mter-

-group relations converges with the opinions voiced by neut­

ral observers, by Polish anti-Semites as well as by the Jews 

themselves. (For the sal-e of preserving the passage s integ­

rity, Rsecti's previously quoted remarls are repeated here 

in their broader context.) 

0t6z Szlangbaum jest w calym znaczeniu porza,dnym 
obywatelem, ale mimo to wszyscy go m e lubiâ , 
gdyz.. ma nieszcze,sci e bye starozal- onnym. . 
W ogdle, maze ad ral-u, uwazam, ze do starozal-on-
nych rosnie niechegc; nawet ci, l-t6rzy przed I 111- o-
ma laty nazywali ich Polatami mojzeszowego wyzana 
m a , dzis zwa^ch Zydami» Zas ci , I tdrzy medawno 
podziwialL ich prac|, wytrwatosd i zdolnosci, dzis 
widza^ tyl I-o wyzysl- l szachrajastwo. Sluchajax: te~ 
go, czasem mysle, ze na ludzlosc spada jails' mrol 
duchowy. W dzieri wszystlo byio iadne, wesole I 
dobre; w nocy wszystl-o jest brudne l niebezpiecz-
ne. Tal- sobie myslf, ale milcze; bo c6z moze zna-
czyd sad starego subiel-ta wobec glosu znal-omitych 
publicyst6w, 1-tdrzy dowodza,, ze Zydzi t rwi chrzes-
cijanshej uzywaja,. na mac| x ze powinni bye w pra-
wach swoich ograniczeni. (..) 
Tal-i stan rzeczy w osobliwy sposdb oddziatywa na 
Szlangbauma. Jeszcze w roki zesziym cziowiel ten 
nazywal si% Szlangowsl-lm, obchodzit WieH-anoc l 
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Boze Narodzeme, 1 z pewnoscia,. najwiermejszy l-a-
tolil- nie Zjadai tyle tieibasy co on. Pami^tam, ze 
gdy ran w cutlerni zapytana gas 
- Nie lubjsz pan lod6w, panie Szlangowsl-i° 
Odpowiedzials 
- Lubie^ tyllo l-ielbase, ale bez czosnl-u. Czosnl-u 
zniesc nie mogq. 
Wrdci*" z Sybern razem ze Stachem 1 do I-tor em Szu-
manem 1 zaraz wstajsi* do chr:eicijansfiego stlepu, 
choc Zydzi dawal 1 mu lepsze warunl 1 . Od tej pory 
ciagle pracowai u chrzescijan i dopiero w rot-u 
bieza^ym wymote 11 mu posade. 
W poczâ tl- ach maja pierwszy raz przyszedl da Stacha 
/Wot ulsl-1 ego - M.O/ z prosb^,. Byjr bardziej si- ur-
czony i raial czerwiensze oczy niz zwyl-le. 
- Stachu - rzel i pol ornym glosem - utone, na Nalew-
l-ach, jezeli m m e m e przygarniesz. 
- Dlaczegozes od razu do mnie nie przyszedf"* -
spyta-f Stach. 
- Nie smia^em.. Baiem sie, zeby nie mAwi1I o mnie, 
ze Zyd must siq wsze_dzie wI re_cIc. I dzisi nie przy-
szedibym, gdyby nie trosl-a o dzieci. 
Stach wzruszyi ramionami l natychmiast przyj%l-
Szlangbauma z pensja p6£tora tysia_ca rubli rocz-
nie. 
Nowy sub le t t od r a z u wz I ajt s ie , do r o b o t y , a w p 6 i 
g o d z i n y p d z n i e j mrul-naj: L i s i e c l - l do I l e j n a : 
-Co t u , do d i a b i a , t ak czosnet z a l a t u j e , p a n i e 
f l a j n n 

Zas w I wadrans pdzniej, juz nie wiem z jal-iej rac--
ji dodalr: 
-Jal- te I analie Zydy cisna^ si^ na I ralowskie 
Przedmiescie' Nie mogiby parch, jeden z druqim, 
pilnowac sie, Nalewel- i Swi |tojersl- l ej" 
Szlangbaum milczai, tyl I a drga-ty mu czerwone po-
wiel- i . 
Szcz^sc iem, o b i e t e zaczep l - I s - l ysza l Wokuls l - I . 
Wsta-3: od b i u r l - a i r z e l - i tonem, I - t6 rego , co prawda, 
n i e 1 u b I ^ : 
- Panie.. panie Lisiecl i' Pan Henryl- Szlangbaum 
byi maim I olega,; wdwczas, gdy dziaio mi si^ bardzo 
ile. Czybys! wi^c pan nie pozwolii mu l-olegowad sie 
ze mn^dzis, I-edy mam si| troche lepiej"1 

Lisiecl- l zmiesza-i si^ czujaj:, ze jego posada wisi 
na wiosl-u. UHoni* sxg, cos mrul-na.1-, a wtedy Wo-
lulsli zblizyi sig do Szlangbauma l usciskawszy go 
powiedziat: 
- I- ochany Henryku, nie bierz do serca drobnych 
przycinl-ow, bo my tu sobie po lolezerisl-u czasem 
docinamy. Oswiadczam ci talze, ze jezeli opuscisz 
I- ledy ten sl-lep, to chyba razem ze mna.. 
Stanowisl-o Szlangbauma wyJasmi'o sie^ od razu; dzis 
mnie predzej cos powiedza,. (ba1 nawet zwymyslaj^) 
niz jemu. Ale czy znalazl" I-to sposob przeciwl-o 
po-istAwl-am, m m o m I spojrzeniom'1. . A to wszystl-o 
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trtijB biedata, t tory mi niera: m6wi wzdychaja.c: 
- Ach, gdybym sie_ nie ba£, :e mi dzieei zzydzieja., 
jednej chwi 11 ucietibym stad na Nalewti.. 

Bo dlaczego, panie Henryt u - spytatem go - raz 
si^„ do licha, m e ochr:cisrn-. 
- Zrobilbym to przedlaty, ale nie dzis.» Dzis" 
zrozumi atem, :e jat a Zyd jestem tyl I-o nienawistny 
dla chrzescijan, a jato meches byibym wstre,tny 1 
dla chrzescijan 1 dla Zydow. Trzeba przecie z t 1 ms 
rye. Zreszta^ - dodal ciszej - mam pie,cioro dzieei 
i bogatego Ojca, pa t tdrym b̂ jdeg dziedziczyc.. 
Rzecz cietawa. OjCiec Szlangbauma jest lichwia-
rzem, a syn, azeby od niego grosza nie wzia,c!, bie-
duje po stlepach jako subiekt. 
Nieraz w cztery oczy rozmawiam o m m z Lisiectim. 

Za co - pytam - przesladujecie go" Wszatze on 
prowadzi dam na spasdb chrzescijansl1, a nawet 
dzieciom urza^dza choinke,.. 
- Ba on uwaza - mdwi Lisiect1 - ze lorzystniej 
jadac macq z t lelbasa^ niz sama,. 
- Byl na Syberii, naraiai si^.. 
- Dla geszeftu.. Dla geszeftu nazywai" si| tez 
Szlangowstim, a teraz znowu Szlangbaumem, I-ledy 
jego stary ma astme_. 
- I'piliscie - miwie^ - ze stroi sie w cudze pi6rta, 
wiê c wr6ci-l da dawnega nazwista. 

Za I- tore dostanie sto tysiecy rubli po Ojcu 
odpar-i Lisiecl1. 
Teraz 1 ja wzruszytam ramionami i umilttem. lie 
nazywad sieg, Szlangbaumem, zle Sz1angowstim; zle 
bye Zydem, zle mechesem.. Noc zapada, noc, podczas 
tt6rej wszystto jest szare I podejrzane1 (23) 

/"Thus, though Szlangbaum is a decent citizen in 
the -fullest sense, no one 111- es him since he has 
the misfortune to be a Hebrew... In general, I 
have noticed over the last year or two that the 
dislite of the Hebrews is increasing; even people 
who, a few years ago, called them Poles of Mosaic 
persuasion now call them Jews. And those who re­
cently admired their hard wort, their persistence 
and their talents, today only see their exploiting 
and deceit. 

When I hear such things, I sometimes thint 
that a spiritual twilight is falling on mantmd, 
lite night. By day all is nice, cheerful and good; 
at night, all is dart and dangerous. I thint this 
but I say nothing; for what does the opinion of an 
aid clert matter against the voices of well-tnowr 
journalists who can prove that Jews use Christian 
blood on their matzos, and should have their 
rights restricted. (..) 

This state of affairs affects Szlangbaum in a 
particular manner. Only a year ago, he called him-
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self Szlangowski, he celebrated Easter and Christ­
mas, and I am sure that the most pious Catholic 
did not eat as much sausage-meat as he. I remember 
he was once asked in a cafe: "Don't you care -for 
ice-cream, Mr. Szlangowski? 

He replied: "I prefer sausages, but without 
garlic. I can't abide garlic." 

He came back from Siberia with Btas and 
Dr.Szuman, and at once found work in a Christian 
shop, though Jews offered him better pay. From 
that time on he always worked for Christians. He 
was sacked this year. Early in May he came to ask 
a favor of Stas /Wokulski/. 

"Stas," he said humbly, "I will drown myself 
in Nalewki /the Jewish district of Warsaw/ unless 
you help me." 

"Why didn't you come to me before?" Stas 
asked. 

"I did not dare. I was afraid they might say 
of me that the Jew will creep in anywhere. And I 
would not have come today but for my children". 
Stas shrugged and at once took Szlangbaum on at 
fifteen hundred roubles a year. 

The new clerk set to work at once. Half-an-
-hour later Lisiecki muttered to Klein: "What in 
the world stinks so of garlic, Mr.Klein?" Fifteen 
minutes later, I forget why, he added: "How these 
swinish Jews creep into the Cracow Boulevard! Why 
don't they stay in Nalewki and Swietojerska ?" 

Szlangbaum was silent, though his red eyelids 
quivered. Fortunately Wokulski overheard both 
taunts. He rose from his desk and said in a tone 
which, I must say, I don't like: 
"Mr.. Mr.Lisiecki! Mr.Henryk Szlangbaum was my 
colleague at a time when things were going very 
badly. Why not let him be my colleague today, when 
things are somewhat better?" Lisiecki was embar­
rassed, realizing that his job was on the line. He 
bowed and muttered something, then Wokulski went 
over to Szlangbaum and embraced him; "My dear Hen-
ryk, do not take these little things too much to 
heart, for we here appreciate each other as col­
leagues. I can assure you that if you ever quit 
this stare it will be with me." 

Szlangbaum's position improved at once. Today 
the others would sooner taunt (even insult) me 
than him. But has anyone found a way to defend 
oneself against insinuations, looks and glances?.. 
All this is poisoning the poor fellow's existence, 
so he sometimes tells me with a sighs "If I 
weren't afraid my children would become Jewish I'd 
go and settle in Nalewki once and for all." 

"Then why, Henryk," I asked him, "don't you 
get christened and get it over with?" 

"I'd have done so years ago but not now. Today 
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I I-now that as a Jew I am despised by Christians, 
but as a convert I"d be despised by Christians and 
Jews alil-e. After all, I must live somewhere. Any­
way", he added, more quietly, "I have five child­
ren and a rich father, whose heir I am.." 

This is strange. Szlangbaum s father is a usu­
rer, but his son stays poor and worl-s as a clerl-
so as not to tate a penny-piece from him. 

Sometimes I tall- franl-ly about him with l_i-
siecl-i: "Why do you persecute him""' I asl- . "He 
conducts his house in a Christian manner and even 
has a Christmas tree for his children." 

"Because he thinl-s", said Lisiecl-i, "that it 
is more profitable to eat matzo with sausage than 
by itself." 

"He was in Siberia. He exposed himself to dan­
ger. . . " 

"Yes, but for profit.. And it was for profit 
that he called himself first Szlangowsl-i and now 
Szlangbaum, because his old man has asthma." 

"You mocl-ed him for dressing up in peacocl 
feathers, so he went baci- to using his old name." 

"For which he'll get a hundred thousand roub­
les when his father dies," Lisiecl-i replied. 

It was my turn to shrug and fall silent. It is 
wrong to call himself Szlangbaum, but Szlangowsl-i 
was just as bads wrong to be a Jew, wrong to be a 
convert.. Night is falling: a night in which 
everything loots gray and dubious"../ 

The shift in Szlangbaum's orientation in the post-in­

surrectionary years is one of the most interesting observa­

tions made by Prus in the text quoted above. In 1879 this 

veteran of the 1863 uprising, a man who struggled for years 

and at great cost to I-eep his children away from anything 

Jewish, questions his loyalties. He stops "dressing up in 

peacoct feathers" and goes baci- to his old last name. He was 

ready to consider conversion in the 1860s, but now finds it 

out of the question. He is not Lall_a's only Jew to re-exa­

mine his earlier cultural choices. Even the throughly Polo-

nized Dr.Szuman faces similar dilemmas. Despite his total 

23) B.Prus, Lai La< I, Warszawa 1972, p.201-2 
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alienation from the Jewish tradition Szuman s constantly 

changing use o-f "we" and "they" in reference to Poles and 

Jews reveals an identity problem. He gradually recognizes 

the inadequacy of the optimistic image of the future on 

which he based the concept of his integration into Polish 

society. These dilemmas of LaiLa's Jewish figures were by no 

means imaginary. The rise of modern anti-Semitism had an 

impact on assimilation, a process which appeared to progress 

smoothly among the Warsaw Jewish bourgeoisie in Henr/I-

Szlangbaum-s youth. In post-1864 Poland the Jews continued 

to modernize. Their assimilation into Polishness, however, 

suffered a serious setbacl- <24) . 

But the veteran's story narrated by F'rus does not end 

there. The year 1879 definitely ends the "Polish" episode in 

Henryt Sz langbautn' s life. Radically modifying his former 

"philosophy" of assimilation, he now opts for Jewish culture 

in its modern, secular form. With his father's capital he 

buys Wotulst-i-s store and reveals his new identity: he is 

now a tough, resentful Jewish businessman determined to mal-e 

a profit at any cost and by any means. The quality of both 

merchandise and human relations in the store deteriorates. 

The new owner is certainly not prepared to treat the Polish 

surroundings with any particular Iindness. Ironically, his 

former ally and defender, the old clert, is among the first 

victims of Szlangbaum" s new style of management. As Labia's 

positive Polish characters fall away, SzlangbauirT s standards 

— along with those of some Polish thugs — seem to indicate 
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the direction o-f imminent social trends. In the closing 

scene of the novel, in which he comments on the recent death 

o-f the old clerl- , Dr.Szuman asl-ss 

Straszna rzecz ' - odezwai sie_ dol-tor. - Ci gma^, 
wy wyjezdzacie. . I- t6z tu w I-oricu zostanie'1 

- My1 - odpowiedzieli jednogiosnie Marus:ewic: 1 
Szlangbaum. (25) 

/A terrible thing - said the doctor - men such as 
he perish, you are leaving. Who will be left here 
at the end'"1 

- We will1 - replied Maruszewicz /a Polish crool-/ 
and Szlangbaum simultaneously. 

We must not forget that in the bactground, there are also 

the Lisieclis and I lejns and other anti-Semites. Fired by 

Szlangbaum, they await their turn to settle accounts. Put in 

the general frameworl- of a pessimistic vision of Polish so­

ciety The Dgl_l " s last scene predicts, among other things, 

more "trouble with the Jews" in the years to come. 

24) There is a stril-ing similarity between Szlangbaum's as­
sessment of trends in Polish-Jewish relations and the views 
expressed by such non-f ictional figures as A.I-raushar, one 
of the most prominent Jewish supporters of the 1863 move­
ment. In a letter to J. I. I- raszewsl- l I-raushar bitterly cont­
rasts the social climate of the Warsaw demonstrations with 
that of the late 1880s, the years when F'rus wrote Lal^a. 
Those Jews who consider themselves Poles, I-raushar complains 
in the letter, face the "truly unbearable pain" of being 
"barely tolerated if not rejected by those who now lead the 
orchestra of racial hatered". Commenting on an intensly pat­
riotic poem written by his 11 year-old son, f raushar echoes 
Szlangbaum's concern for the future of his children. "What 
future awaits my poor boy'1 He was born a Pole, the Musco­
vites want him to become a Muscovite, Jelensl-i (i.e., the 
editor of the anti-Semitic Rgl_a) denies him the right to be 
a Pole while he does not wish to become a German and cannot 
be a Jew any longer". "Alel-sander I-raushar w sprawie memo-
rialu l-omitetu Gieldawega w Warszawie z roiu 1886", in Bi.u-
Letyn_ZIH, 109 (1979), p • 75 

25) B.Prus, LaltS* JI, Warszawa 1972, p. 485 
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Echoes of the social process which led to the shift in Hen-

ryl- Szlangbaum's loyalties can be heard in other wort s of 

this period. For ess ample, a young Galician Jew thrown out of 

a dance in Balud-i's Mlgdzi__i__star5.y (1865) bitterly recalls 

empty promises of equality and brotherhood made to Jews a 

few years earlier. The youth's highly emotional response to 

his rejection by the Poles foreshadows the approaching con­

frontation between the nascent Jewish nationalism and the 

increasingly nationalistic mood of the Poles. 

Asnyt ' s play Zy_d (The Jew, 1874) provides one of the 

clearest examples of this. A Jewish veteran's hopes for in­

tegration into Polish society are frustated. His disappoint­

ments, however, are overshadowed by Asnyt s discussion of 

the shift in the Polish perception of the Jew, a shift due 

to the Polish "unmasl-ing" of the Jew's "real nature". The 

play. a wort of at best modest literary quality, challenges 

the Positivist concept of Jewish assimilation. It emphasizes 

the ease with which the thin veneer of Polishness falls away 

from its Jewish hero whose combatant past — though only 

briefly mentioned in the first scene — represents one of 

the most important "proofs" of his Polomzation. The play s 

attempt to prove the basic lnassimi1abi1lty of the Jew logi­

cally seel-s to invalidate his record of Polish patriotism. 

At first sight Jal-ub Weinberg s credentials loot im­

pressive: he is introduced as a Polish- educated convert to 

Christianity and a successful industrialist. Not only did he 
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•fight in the January uprising but his outstanding courage 

saved Polish lives on the battle-field. Polish "debts o-f gra­

titude" toward Weinberg go even -further: his -financial as­

sistance has saved several characters -from banl- ruptcy. Wein­

berg's contributions are -fully recognized by the Poles, who 

respect him as a decent -fellow citizen and well-mannered 

gentleman, a man whose solid roots in Polish culture are 

initially tal-en -for granted, 

E-iut as soon as these assumptions are outlined in the 

play s -first scene Asnyl- dismisses them one by one as mis-

perceptions on the Folish side. The play s second scene al­

ready questions Weinberg's alleged military bravery. The 

grotesque terror with which he describes the shot fired at 

someone else in a duel is reminiscent o-f the cowardl/ Jew, a 

typical -figure o-f Polish -foll-loric plays. His sense o-f ho­

nor, which the Poles naivel/ believe to be genuine, is ridi­

culed by his refusal to fight a duel (which he explains by 

his inexperience in using -firearms) as well as by the sneal- / 

way in which he shoots his challenger in the bacl-. The Jew's 

generosity in -financial matters is unmasi-ed as a long-term 

strategy, a sophisticated network o-f intrigues aimed at 

holding in checl- and blacl-mai 1 ing his Polish -friends. Some 

elements in this plot go bacl- to the Jew s school years, 

implying a continuity in Weinberg's basic attitude toward 

Poles. This continuity, Asnyl- seems to suggest, has remained 

unaffected by the experiences of the uprising. 
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Weinberg's behavior is motivated by a desire to ta.1 e 

revenge for the humiliations inherent in the status of the 

Jew, which in his case include frustrated love for a Polish 

woman. 

Mog-tbym go tera: zostawic wlrasnemu losowi... ale 
nie1 Pismo mowi : a I-a :a olo, zat> :a z^b. (26) 

/Now I could have left him to his fate., but no1 

The Scriptures say: an eye for an eye, a tooth for 
a tooth/ 

- exclaims Weinberg, referring to his Polish rival. This 

LlQsus LlQSy§?l" which re-establishes the missing linl be­

tween the Jew's conduct and the concept of "Talmudic ven­

geance", additionally compromises the dubious nature of 

Weinberg's "fresh Christianity". The character's sudden re­

lapse into the wicl-ed ethos of Judaism is by no means excep­

tional: the superficially assimilated Jews in W.Przyborow-

ski's Hi_nda (1869) and E.Lubowsh's Ẑ d (1863) are among 

many literary characters who suffer from similar cultural 

atavisms. 

It is true that the Poles portrayed in Asnyl- ' s play are 

not without blame. Careless in financial matters, they cyni­

cally manipulate and exploit Weinberg; but — in their own 

and Asnyl- 's perception — they mal-e up for this, simply, by 

socializing with him. Moreover, becoming more aware of their 

own shortcomings (which include minor "errors" in their 

26) A.Asnyt, Zyd in El..y, Pi_sma, V, L°!D?di.e_I_dramaty, II, 
Warszawa 1898, pp.112 
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dealings with the Jew) the F'oles manifest a genuine desire 

for self-improvement. Weinberg is the only character in the 

play whose moral standards steadily degenerate. The fatalism 

of his unassimi 1 abl e Jewish nature leads him to 1-idnapping, 

to murder and ultimately to self-destruction. At the end of 

the play accounts are settled: in the final analysis F'olish 

"errors" — though deplorable — stand in no proportion to 

Weinberg's "crimes". As the Poles decide to reduce their 

dependence on Jewish assistance in managing financial mat­

ters, they appear to have no further "debts of gratitude" 

toward the former Jewish veteran of the Januar/ uprising. 
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IV. "WHAT HAS GONE WRONG WITH THE WORLD'-1 

Disillusionment with the Jews manifested itself m 

other forms as well. The contrast between the idealistic, 

old-fashioned Jews on the one hand and the new, aggressive 

and emancipated variety on the other, gradually assumed the 

form of a deepening generational gap. Moreover, with the 

passage of time complaints about the continuous deteriora­

tion of the Jewish world became a common literary stereo­

type. In this conte;:t the myth of 1863 occasionally serves 

as a reference point for the evaluation of the succeeding 

generations of Jews. 

Thus, in the poem entitled "My 1 oni " (We and they) 

J.fasprowicz pays tribute to the "Eleazars and Maccabees" of 

Poland's struggle for independence, the heroic Jews whom the 

Polish nation remembers with admiration and gratitude. How­

ever, despite the Poles readiness to enter new "sincere 

alliances" with the Jews, the idea of Polish-Jewish brother­

hood is "the song of the past lying in ruins". The economic 

expansionism and greed for political power of the new-style 

Polish Jews mocl- the noble ideals of "Eleazars and Macca­

bees" (27). The contrast between the ethos of the latter, on 

the one hand, and their degenerate descendence on the other, 
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is emphasized even more dramatically in "Lejbele", a poem 

written m 1888, The secular and traditional Jews al1!•e re­

ject the peculiar brand of patriotic Judaism based on the 

Maccabee tradition which is propagated by i-asprowicz s hero. 

Misunderstood by the Jews, Lejbele, the last de-fender of the 

old ideals, dies in abandonment and misery (28). 

In the story entitled ECQKDi I- . Junosza-Szam awski 

portrays an old tavern-4 eeper who saved Polish lives in 

1863. Junosza s character appears as the last survivor of 

the vanishing race of "good" Jews. The motif of old wine — 

wine dating bacl- to the Napoleonic wars and still sold at 

its original price — emphasizes the noble but sadly ana­

chronistic features of Junosna's Froim. Junosra, a writer 

who specialized in convincing portrayals of declining Jewish 

society, puts in the mouth of Froim, the last righteous Jew 

(29), criticisms of his contemporary coreligionists. In the 

story's closing scene the old tavern-l- eeper says to young 

Polish visitors? 

5lpieszcie sie, wie.c, panowie; niedlugo powiecie ze 
tal-ich ludzi jal- nieboszczyl- pan BrzozowstI 
/szlachcic uratowany przez Froima w 1863/ nie ma, 
l tal-iego w m a ca Francuz6w pamieta, tez m e ma.. 

27) J. I-asprowicz , "My i a m " , in Dzi e£a _wy.br an e, J, !• rat dw 
1958, pp. 515-529; My interpretation of this poem — as well 
as the way in which I place it in a broader literary content 
— differ from the interpretation offered by E.Mendelsohn in 
"From Assimilation to Zionism in Lwow: The Case of Alfred 
Nossig", in Slayon___and_East_E__g_eaQ_Reyiew 49 (1971), pp. 
524-525 

28) J. Kasprowicz, "Lejbele", in Pisma_zebrane I, 1- ral- 6w 
1973, pp. 515-519 

http://_wy.br
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1 ze starego Froima nie ma... 
- Zyj pan jeszcze sto 1 at - rzel-iem wsiadajax: na 
w6zel „ 

Dziqkuje. :a dobre s-iowo - odrzel-i - ale co ja 
bym tu robit"1 

- Jal- to" 
- Z 1-im m] albyrn zyc, l-iedy powiem panu, ze juz z 
dawnych czasdw nic nie ma, nawet... i wstyd i 
smutno tal-ie slowo powiedziec.. dzis nawet Zyd6w, 
jal- sif nalezy, tal-ze juz nie ma.. (30) 

/Hurry then, gentlemen; soon you will say that 
there are no more people 111-e the late Mr.Brzozow-
sl- l (the nobleman whom Froim saved in 1863) and no 
more wine that remembers French times., and that 
old Froim is no longer around.. 
- You must live -for another one hundred years, I 
said, mounting the carriage. 
- I thanl- you -for the good wish - he answered -
but what would I do here" 
- What do you mean'1 

- With whom should I live'1 The good old times are 
over, I tell you.. More than that.. It s sad and I 
am ashamed to say this, but even today's Jews are 
no longer as they should be./ 

Similarly, a Jewish antique dealer, the last custodian 

o-f "the blood-stained swords of our grandfathers" in A.Opp-

man's poem "Berel- Jawor", deplores the young people's lacl-

of respect for the national past. Mourning his son, who fell 

in the uprising, the old Jew revives in his heart the fading 

memories of Polish-Jewish brotherhood. The Jewish tradition 

of 1863, however, means nothing to the materialistic new 

generation, as it means nothing to the rest of his social 

29) Similar pathetic figures of the "last good Jew" can be 
found in Y. Junosza-Szani awsl l " s Syzyf, A. Gruszecl- 1 " s EHa 
miliaria, F. Brodowsl- I " s Str#ec.Qne_l_î cie etc. Typically, they 
call on the young generation of Jews to exercise "restraint" 
and they voice concern for the lac!- of old-fashioned "fair­
ness" in their relations with non-Jews. 

30) r.Junosza, Frga,m (1888) in J. I-ul czyc!-a-Saloni , H.Mar-
l-iewicz, Z.Zabicl-i (eds. ) Literatura_Bolsj^a_w_o]Lresie__rea~ 
1 infflu_i._naturali;mu, II, Warszawa 1966, p. 336 
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environment, Poles and Jews alile. "Something wrong happened 

to the world, don't you thinl-, sir"" Berel Jawor asl s his 

imaginary Polish interlocutor on a lonely Friday evening 

<31) . 

Orzeszl-owa, Prus, Swietochowsl-1 , Junos:a-Szam awsl- 1 and 

a number o-f other writers repeatedly returned to this ques­

tion, trying to define the nature o-f the "wrong that hap­

pened to the world",, Their views became increasingly pola­

rized, crystallizing around two opposing concepts o-f Polish 

society: the society guided by the over-ideal lsed "open" 

patriotism o-f the 1860s on the one hand, and the e;-clusi-

vist, ::enophobic concept o-f Polishness o-f the end o-f the 

century on the other. 

Using the Jewish issue to re-write the history o-f Po­

land, partisans of the latter approach tended to deny, pass 

over in silence or minimize the Jewish contribution in 1863. 

On the other hand some authors went so -far as to present the 

January uprising as the result o-f a conspiracy aimed at pro­

moting Jewish interests <32) . The last two decades o-f the 

3 9th century and the early 20th century witnessed a massive 

proliferation of non-fictional literature dealing with Po­

lish-Jewish relations. From our point of view it is lmpor-

31) A.Oppman, "Berel- Jawor" in J.Tuwim (ed. ) Lligg§_wiers;^ 
BIM^r zy__p_gLsl_ich_l.?_wieiLu, Warszawa 1954, p. 483 

32) See introduction to A.Eisenbach, D.Fajnhauz, A.Wein, 
(eds. ) , Zydzi_a_|_gws^arue_5^Y.czjn_gw_^ 
Warszawa 1963 p.8 
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tant to note the? prominent place occupied by literary per­

ceptions in these re-interpretations of Poland's past. The 

attention devoted to fictional characters in the abundant 

literature on the "Jewish question" is hardly a coincidence. 

The myth of Polish-Jewish symbiosis in its many literary 

variations, the myth on which this discussion is invariably 

centered, reveals its continuing importance as a factor op­

posing the Judeo-centric and Mamchean vision of Poland's 

history disseminated by the nationalists. In a country where 

literature tended to be a substitute for national institu­

tions, literary symbols revealed their hidden political po­

tential . 

References to fictional Jewish characters abound in 

these non-f ictional writings. Characteristically, in D=i_ej.e 

strawy S.̂ dgwsl_ie_i_w_Pgl̂ cc (History of the Jewish question 

in Poland, 1912), a wort that blames the Jews for the down­

fall of Poland in the ISth century (33), A. Mary 1 si-l finds it 

important to present Micflewicz s Jankiel and Anczyc s Ab­

raham, the pro-Polish spy in L9^cius=L°_B9d_Raciawi.cami_, as 

Polish misperceptions of Jewish society (34). S.Laudyn-

-Chrzanowsta cites as evidence of Poland's outstanding re­

cord as a host country for the Jews three factors: Micl-ie-

wic:'s Jankiel, Jewish characters in Positivist fiction, and 

Polish support for the idea of Jewish equality in the 1860s 

(35). In T. Jesl e-ChoinsI-l ' s H^stgria_Zyd6w_w_Pgl_sce (History 

of Jews in Poland, 1920), lengthy quotations from J.I.I ra-

srewsti's Zyd provide the only "proof" of the antI-Polish 
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orientation of Jews in 1863. After introductory remarl-s that 

emphasise I- rasrewsf 1 " s first-hand knowledge o-f Jewish mat­

ters. Jest e-ChoinsI- 1 limits his discussion o-f Jewish loyal­

ties to quoting Zy_d"s Jewish villains who use the uprising 

to plan large-scale business operations and plot their -fu­

ture tal-eover of Poland (36). Other interpretations exagge­

rate the extent of Jewish support in order to suggest a Jew­

ish conspiracy behind the uprising. In Zmier=ch_Izraela, for 

instance, even "l_aude"'s death turns out to be a "provoca­

tion" staged by Jews and Christians of Franl-ist descent 

<37) . 

The m a m focus of this debate, and the symbolic lan­

guage in which it was conducted, are well illustrated by a 

dialogue in W.Sierosnewsl T s Zaci_sze (The quiet spot, 1913), 

a novel largely devoted to a retrospective settling of ac­

counts with the 1863 tradition. One of the partners in the 

dialogue, a former insurgent and emigrant, still feels at-

33) On Marylsl-i's boot as an example of the use of the "Jew­
ish question" to re-write Polish history, see R.Mahler, "An-
tisemitism in Poland" in l-.S.Pinson (ed.) Essay_s_gn Ant.1.2 
-Semi.ti.sfTi, New Yorl- 1946, pp. 136-138 

34) A.liarylsl- 1 , P= ieJe_^grawy_2ydgwslLLea_w_Pgl.sce, Warszawa 
1912, p.136; 

35) S. Laudyn-Chrzanowsl-a, Sgrawa l£wL3towai. Zy_dzi_ PgLsLa 
LydzLeid- Poznari 1923, pp. 21. 

3.6) T. Jeske -Cho ins l 1 , d l s t g r i a__Zyddw_w P g i s c e , Warszawa 
1919, pp . 2 0 1 - 2 0 2 ; a n e g a t i v e e v a l u a t i o n o f Jew ish l o y a l t i e s 
can a l s o be found i n J . 1-ruszynst 1 , Zydzi_i__l1.westi.a_ZYdgw3i_a, 
Wioclawel- 1920, pp . 59-60s 

37) H . R o l i c l - i Z m i . e r z c h _ I z r a e l a , Warszawa 1933, pp. 3 2 8 - 3 3 1 . 
For t h e c o n s p i r a c y t h e o r y see a l s o J . G i e r t y c h , IragLzm_l_gsgw 
P o l s L l , , Pel p i i n 1937, p. 292 . 

http://-Semi.ti.sfTi
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tached to the romantic perception o-f the Jew as integral to 

Polish society. The second, a man who represents narrow-

-minded Polish nationalism, disagrees. Typically, the unhap-

pmess o-f the latter with what he perceives as Jewish supre­

macy in Poland expresses itself in the farm of a joint at-

tact on Micliewic: s figure of Ja^iel (a symbol of Jewish 

participation in Polish life) and the Positivist ideals of 

"tolerance and humanism". 

- Zawsze Zyd jest czastl-a^ naszego l-raju.. 
- Bylo.. byio. . cymbalist6w wielu ale nil-t nie 
smiai zagrac.. przy Jantielu.. /cytat 2 P<§Q.a Ta-
deusza/ - wtracii Izyda - najwazmejsze rzeczy 
rozwiazuje sie, u nas w ten spos6b. Ustepstwa, 
zgoda, cierpl1wosc, humanizm, tolerancja.. Ale 
dol-a_d my sie_ podziejemy, my, Polacy^ pytam. (38) 

/Still, the Jew is a part of our country. -"There 
were many cymbalists but none? of them dared to 
play in Jantiel"s presence" /quotation from Mic-
[ I B W I C Z ' S poem Pan_Tadeu§5_. / This is exactly the 
way in which we solve the most important problems; 
concessions, reconciliation, justice, humanism and 
tolerance.. But where are we going to end up, we 
Poles, I as I- youn/ 

The "pol1ticization" of these literary themes is even 

more advanced in A. Gruszecl- 1 ' s Pr ̂ ebudzerue (The Awal-enmg, 

1914), a novel written in response to the 1912 Duma election 

and calling for a further consolidation of the anti-Semitic 

movement. Gruszecl-1 " s attacl-s on the Positivist tradition 

frequently allude to the "Polish-Jewish alliance", "brothers 

of the Mosaic persuasion" and other papular slogans of the 

1860s. Among the features shared by Zac^sze and Przebydzenie 

38) W.Sierosnewsli, ZacL.sze (1913), I- ral ow 1962, p. 148 
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is the -fusion o-f three major "Jewish" motifs o-f Polish lite­

rature — Mickiewicz"s Jankiel, the 1863 legend, and Jewish 

motifs of the Positivist tradition — into one symbol with a 

clear political connotation. As the assimilation issue gra­

dually subsides in importance (making it passible to merge 

the conservative Jankiel with the "ideally assimilated" Po­

lish patriots of the 1860s), the main emphasis shifts to the 

image of the Jew as "a part of our country" as opposed to 

the rootless and incurably alien "krajowy cudzoziemiec" (the 

domestic foreigner). 

Pol ska Warszawa, koiysana od p6i wieku narkotyzu-
jaca^ piosenk^ d asymilacji zydowskiej, wpatrzona w 
bezkrwisty ideal zgody polsko-zydowskiej, do os-
tatniej chwili sni-ta idylle^ o braciach mojzeszowe-
go wyznania. Dopiero ten wyb6r uderzy-i jak grom. 

/Polish Warsaw, rocked to sleep for half a century 
by the anaesthetizing assimi1ationist lullaby, 
fascinated by the anaemic ideal of Polish-Jewish 
alliance, to the very last moment dreamed a happy 
dream about brothers of the Mosaic presuasion. And 
then this election struck like lightning./ 

S-todka nadzieja butnych Zyd6w (..) ze ten dziki i 
barbarzynski bojkot krzywdzary lud wybrany wkr6tce 
sie, skoriczy, nadzieja ta zawiadla. W6wczas synowie 
Izraela, a mianowicie ci, ktirzy znali literature 
polskâ j, postanowi 1 i zagrac na uczuciu i gtosili 
gio^no i szeroko o tradycyjnym humanitaryzmie 
Polski, wskazywali na zydowskie powiesci Orzeszko-
wej, i na rozglos'nac nowele A. S-Swî tochowski ego 
/Chawa E'libi.n/, cytujax jego stowa: "Biedna Chawo! 
ja ci to, zes w maim kraju pracaviad i jego chlebem 
dzieci swoje karmid chciata, przebaczam. " 

/The sweet hopes of the arrogant Jews that this 
savage and barbaric boycott, directed against the 
chosen people, would soon end - these hopes did 
not materialize. Then the sons of Israel, and spe­
cifically those who knew Palish literature, decid-
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ed to play on people s feelings. They tailed loud­
ly and widely of Poland's humanitarian tradition. 
They pointed to Orzeszl- owa' s Jewish novels and to 
the famous short story by A. Swi etochowsl-1 /Chawa 
Rubin/, quoting his wordss - "Poor Chawa1 I for­
give you for wanting to war I- on my country s soil 
and to feed your children its bread"./ 

Tai- , Chawo, mogias' l-armic swoje dzieci chlebem 
mego I raju, ale ze w moim f raju chcesz byd wl"ad-
cnyni^j :e odmielas; sie_ Polsce zaprzeczac pols-
I-osci , ze na tazdym I-rol-LI ur^gasz prawom gospoda-
rza polsl-iega na polsl-iej ziemi; ze m e chcesz, 
aby stolica Polsl- 1 wybraia po polsl-u cruj^cego 
posla; ze posytasz do Dumy, na ur^gowisl-o patrio-
tyzmu polsl-lego, soc/aliste; ze rzucasz nam zuch-
wale wyzwama: "nie wy lecz ja rzaxlzê  tym I-rajem" 
- my tego, Chawo, przebaczyc ci nie mozem/1 Nie 
przebaczono1 Bojtot wzrastal z I-azdym dniem, z 
I-azdâ  godzina^. Jak pod dotlnie.ciem rdzdzl-i czaro-
dziejsl iej wyrastaly si-lepy polsl-le. Z gfebi l-uf-
row, z tajnych si-rytel- wyci^gali biedacy zaoszczq?-
dzone na czarn^ godzine^ pieniarize 1 tworzyli spdi-
l-i, by] e tyll-o odzydzid Polsl e I nadad miastom nie 
wygl<%d lecz l charal-ter polsl- I. (39) 

/Yes, Chawa, you had the chance to feed your 
children the bread of my country; but because you 
want to be this country's queen, because you dare 
to deny Poland's right to remain Polish, because 
you \ eep defying the rights of the Polish host on 
Polish soil, because you do not want to allow the 
capital of Poland to elect a genuinely Polish rep­
resentative; because you send to the Duma, in de­
fiance of Polish patriotism, a socialist; because 
you def/ us by saying "not you but I am the ruler 
of this country" — for all this we cannot forgive 
you, Chawa1 There was no forgiveness1 The boycott 
grew with each passing day, with each passing 
hour. As if touched with a magic wand, Polish-
owned stores appeared. From the secret hiding pla­
ces, from the bottoms of their chests, poor people 
tool- out their savings, I-ept for a rainy day, and 
formed cooperatives. /They acted out of a desire/ 
to de-judaize Poland and to restore not only the 
Polish outlool- but the Polish character of the 
cities./ 

39) A. Gruszecl-l , Przebydzenie^_Pgwiedd_wsD_6tczesna, Warszawa 
1914, pp. 410, 421 and 422 

40) J.Baudoum de Courtenay, W_sgrawie__zy.dgwsLi.ejL Odczyt 
wygtoszony w Warszawie, 7 lutego 1913, Warszawa 1913 

http://W_sgrawie__zy.dgwsLi.ejL
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The intensity of Gruszecl- 1 ' s above-quoted attacl-s on a 

literary concept of Fol 1 sh--Jewish relations reveals the 

importance of these literary weapons for both parties in the 

conflict. Referring to the same images those opposed to po­

litical anti-Semitism stressed the Jew's status as "a part 

of our country" and the damage done to Polish-Jewish rela­

tions by the growing power of Polish nationalism. For ins­

tance, M.Konopnicl a"s story Mend____Gd_._s__ provided J. 

Baudouin de Courtenay with a frameworl- for his frontal at­

tacl- on the anti-Semitic policies of the National Democrats 

after 1912. His lecture "W l-westn zydowsl-iej" (On the Jew­

ish question, 1913), was in fact an e:;tra-l l terary commenta­

ry on the literary situations depicted in honopnicl-a s story 

(40). In 1906, alarmed by the political gains of the Natio­

nal Democratic Party, B.Frus, himself no great friend of the 

Jews by this time, felt obliged to recall the Polish- Jewish 

solidarity of the uprising yearss 

/In 1862/ Stary Zal-on nie powstrzyma-f ich /Zyddw/ 
od udzialu w uroczystosci "narodowej", bo ci, It6-
rzy wAwczas reprezentowal l nar6d polsl-i, m e byli 
podobni do dzisiejszych demol-ratow. (..) Oni rep-
rezentowali wolnosd dla wszystl-ich, m e zas has3ro 
"my tu jeste^my gospodarzami".. (..) I w tym jest 
tragicznosc! potozenia, ze my, [ tdrzy mamy szanse 
l-orzystac z wolnosci, jestesmy nizsi, duzo niisi 
od naszych poprzedmlow l-torzy :a rn^. tyll-o.. 
umierali lub szli na Syberie.1 Mi-iy Baie, gdzie 
mys*my si^ m e spoty! all z Zydami w 1363. I w sa-
lach obrad, i w lol-alach spisl- owych, 1 w toscio-
iach l w wigziemach l na placach potyczel- n na 
etapach, i pod szubienicami. C dopiero trzeba byia 
pojawienia si? "prawdziwych demol-ratow", zeby juz 
dawniej nadpsute stosunl- I zabagnily sie* po szy_jf. 
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(41) 

//In 1862/ The Old Covenant did not prevent them 
/the Jews/ -from attending the "national" ceremony 
because those who then represented the Polish na­
tion were quite di-f-ferent from today's democrats. 
They represented freedom for everybody and not the 
slogan "we are the masters of the house". And pre­
cise] y here lies the traged/ of the situation, 
that we who have the chance to regain liberty are 
lower, much lower, than our predecessors, who 
simply paid for freedom with their lives and went 
into e-:ile in Siberia. Dear God, where didn't we 
meet with the Jews in 1863. In the meeting halls 
and 3n the conspiratorial meeting places, in the 
churches and in the prisons, on the battlefields, 
on the way to Siberia and under the gallows. But 
we had to wait far the emergence of the "real de­
mocrats" to see the previously damaged relations 
become a total mess. / 

Acl-nowledgi ng the growing gap between the two communi­

ties, former Positivist writers continued to discuss the 

experiences of the early 1860s as the source of their ear­

lier perceptions — or what some of them now thought to be 

misperceptions — of the Jewish world. Not without some sad­

ness, Qrzeszl-awa recalled the lasting impression which the 

Polish-Jewish goodwill movement made on her during her visit 

to Warsaw in 1862. In her frequently quoted letter to 

M.Blumberg, she wrote in 1887: 

By-ly to pifl-ne czasy da_zenia do powszechnej zgody, 
w 1- torych miodziutl-ie moje serce nami^tny braio 
udzia-t i z ^ t6rych maze pierwsze upadlo w nie 
ziarno milos'ci do wszell-ich bez wy_ja.tl-u mieszl-ari-
c6w naszego l-raju. (..) Wspamaie aspiracje 1 da,-
zenia chwi 1 I owej pozarl srnutel- czasow p6^niej-
szych, utonegiy one w morzu, ciemnosci i l-legst 
wszel I-l ch, I tdre na nas wtedy spiynelo i do tej 

4 1) B.Prus, LCDQlLi. (1905-1906), XVIII, Warszawa 1968, p. 
""•1 cr 
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pory przybiera cia^gle. Nic dziwnego, :e z gardzie-
J i tego mrokt, z fal ciemnego morza wytaniaj^ si(= 
potwarze tat le jal ta Judenhetz warszawsl-a. " /tj. 
ronruchy antyzydowsl-le w 1881 r. / (42) 

/Those were the beautiful times of a quest for 
mutual understanding and unity in which my young 
heart passionately participated; it was perhaps 
then Lhat the first seed of love for all inhabi­
tants of our country, without exceptions, tool-
root in my heart (..) The wonderful aspirations of 
that time dissipated in the sadness of the later 
times. They disappeared in a sea of dariness which 
descended upon us and which continues to descend. 
From this dart ness, from these waves of the dari-
sea, emerged a monstrosity such as this last 
Jydenhet? in Warsaw /i.e. the anti-Jewish riots of 
1881/ 

Similarly, A. ̂ wie^tochowsl-I never stopped referring to 

the early 1860s as the healthier period of Polish-Jewish 

relations. He stressed the role of the 1863 tradition in 

what he, in the 1930s, perceived as his "misreading" of Jew­

ish aspirations. 

I-toby w tej ideologii /t.j. pozytywi stycz-
nej ideologii asymilacji/ chcia-t widziecl naiwny l 
s>zlodliwy optymizm niech sobie uprzytomni, ze wte-
dy m e hyfa a m syjomstow, a m bundystow, a m 
mi^dzynarodowych intrygantow I szlodnil-ow zydow-
slich, a m dowod6w nieprzyjazm i zdrady, byio 
natomiast wielu szczerych patriot6w, hyia ciemna, 
l-ulturalnie wyodre_bmona ale m e wrogo usposobiona 
masa, byly wspommenia JBJ zas-lug w powstamu. 
(43) 

/Those who would be tempted to see in this ideolo­
gy /i.e., the assimilationist ideology of Polish 
F-'osi ti visrn/ a naive and harmful optimism must rea­
lize that at that time there were no Zionists, no 
E-iundists, no international Jewish intriguers and 
trouble-malers, and no proof of hostility and be­
trayal. Instead, there were man/ sincere Polish 
patriots and the unenlightened and culturally 

42) E. Orzeszl owa s letter to lialwina Blumberg, 28.01.1887 
cis quoted by J.Detl-o, op.cit. pp. 50-52 
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distinct but not hostile Jewish masses, and there 
were the memories o-f their support -for the insur­
rection . / 

The numerous ideological contents in which the Jewish legend 

o-f 1863 appears in the later Polish literature demonstrates, 

in the -final anaJysis, the depth o-f its roots in the F'olish 

tradition. Underlying the literary images is also an aware­

ness o-f the turning point which the early 1860s represented 

in Polish- Jewish relations. The 1863 legend is revived L n 

situations which -- for a variety of predommentl y political 

reasons — require efforts to bridge the gap separating the 

two communities (44), The cliche of Jewish attachment to the 

memories of the 1860s reappears as an explanation of Jewish 

attitudes in various literary and non-literary contexts 

(45). Occasionally we find Jewish figures who struggle, 

mostly unsuccessfully, to revive the Polish memory of better 

times in Polish-Jewish relations. Some of them seel- to reaf­

firm their status as fellow citizens of the Poles, a status 

which the latter appear to question with varying degrees of 

e::pl ICI tness. Most often, however, the theme of "brother­

hood" in the early 1860s surfaces as a vision of a golden 

age tainted with the bitterness of unfulfilled e::pectati ons. 

Ma reb w sercu wiecznie swieza,. rane_ 
Jego Eli sipi w dalel-iej ziemi. 
Tarn gdizie l-os'ci l-atoliclie le::^, 
Razem z I- osicmi lezs^ zydowsl lemi. 

43) A. S'wie.tochowst l , Ze_wsD_omn^en in WLadgmo^ci___L^teracLie 
51-52 (1930) p.4. 
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Zgasi mdj Eli jal swieca zdmuchm^ta 
Tat â  iadna,. smi erd dai mu Jehowa 
Pan dobrodziej Majzral<ia pamie_ta^ 
Pan dobrodziej nie widziai Jastrowa" 

Dobre czasy1 Wtedy Zyd byl bratem 
Catl-iem jasno pozna pan - z cmentar:a. 
Cos" si^ niego zrobito ze 4wiatem 
Pan dobrodziej tego m e uwaia" 

I blast dziwny twar: wypiqfsza ;mifta 
3 z ocz Zyda l-apia,. Izy ogromne. 
"Oj, to bylo swie.to, wxell-ie swifgto 
Ja do grobu tego nie zapomne^. " (46) 

/There is a never-healed wound in the rebe's heart/ His Eli 
rests in foreign soil/ where Catholic bones rest/ side b/ 
side with Jewish bones./ My Eli was extinguished 111-e the 
light of a candle/ Jehova gave him a beautiful death/ do you 
remember sir, rabbi Maisels'V Didn't you see Jastrow, sir"V 
Weren't those the good old times, when the Jew was a bro­
ther'"'/ You will see this clearly in a cemetery./ Something 
wrong happened to the world/ don't you thinl- so, sir"V And a 
strange light illuminates his wrinl-led face/ And heavy tears 
run from the Jew's eyes/ Oh, this was a holiday, a great 
holiday/ which I will not forget to the end of my days/ 

44) For instance, M. J . Wi el opol si a' s LtYj.L.1. w a s intended to 
be an appeal for national support for the PilsudzII-led 
struggle for Poland's independence. Wielopolsl-a was closely 
associated with Pilsudzl-l ' s Iegi_gny. on the eve of the First 
World War. J. t adz tela, "Maria Jehanne Wi elopolsl-a" , in I- .Wy-
la, A. Hutm \- lewi cz , M.PuchalsIa (eds. ) , Uteratura E'LCSIjy. 
Miodej Pg!sL.i , H I , * ral 6w 1973, pp. 458-460. References~to 
the euphoria of the 1860s characteristically appear in Rin-
gelblum's discussion of the need for Polish-Jewish coopera­
tion in September 1939. E. Ringelblum, "Stosunl-I polsl-o-zyd-
owsl-ie w czasie drugiej wojny s"wi atowe.,", Bi_ul.etyn_ZlH, 28 
(1958) p.14. 

45) For example, Corrsin quotes this cliche as being used by 
Polish demographers to explain the data of the 1882 census, 
in which the majority of Warsaw Jews declared themselves to 
be "Polish". Corrsin rightly finds this explanation ques­
tionable ("the memory of the early 1860=5 had been at least 
somewhat eclipsed by the passage of twenty years and the 
pogrom of Christmas 1881") S.D.Corrsin, op.cit, pp. 83-85 

46) A.Oppman, Op.cit, p.483 
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C O N C L U S I O N S 

From the point of view of Polish-Jewish relations in 

Congress Poland the early 1860s represented a watershed. 

These years of insurrectionary turmoil brought the two com­

munities closer than ever before. The sudden improvement of 

the social climate, due to what the Poles perceived as Jew­

ish support for their national cause and a trend toward Po-

lonization of the Jews, coincided with the acquisition of 

equal rights by the latter. Unlike the reforms of 1862, 

which laid foundations for the future pattern of Polish-Jew­

ish encounters but hardly left any trace in Polish belles 

lettres, the short-lived euphoria of the Polish-Jewish al­

liance; against Russia inspired a rich literary output, both 

in and outside Congress Poland. 

The treatment of the Jewish theme in the content of the 

January uprising dramatically illustrates the importance of 

patriotism as a factor modifying the Polish perception of 

the social hierarchy. The recognition of the Jewish contri­

bution to the national cause led to a significant break in 

the literary tradition, which had been dominated by negative 

portrayals of the Jew. In its earlier interpretations, the 



Page 22B 

Jewish theme appeared in the content o-f Poland^s struggle 

•for independence and, on the whole, rarely transcended this 

context. These earlier interpretations projected an image of 

the Jew as integral to — and sharing common visions with — 

Polish society, and announced his inclusion in the Polish-

--led aristocratic brotherhood o-f the oppressed. Although the 

goodwill movement of the 1860s remained largely a "love sto­

ry" between Polish liberals and a narrow stratum o-f Warsaw 

Jewish assimi lationists, it a-f-fected Polish perceptions o-f 

the Jews as a whole. In -fact it substantially delayed the 

growth o-f a modernized but essentially negative literary 

image o-f the Jew which crystallized in the 1850s. Incorpora­

ted into the broader tradition o-f the 1863 uprising, the 

myth o-f "Polish- Jewish brotherhood" — though mostly in the 

•form o-f a romantic -fossil — survived later attempts to un­

dermine its prominence. The extensive folHorization o-f the 

Jewish motif, at an early stage of its development, helped 

to consolidate and defend its status as one of the distinc­

tive features of the 1863 tradition. 

The basic features of the "Jewish" theme of the January 

uprising tool- shape during the patriotic demonstrations as 

part of a broader messianic vision of Poland^s destiny. 

These ideological roots, and the characteristic Warsaw con­

nection, are easily recognizable in most of the theme's /a-

ri at ions. While a limited stocl- of romantic cliches con­

tinued to reappear throughout the period under study, in 

retrospect the Jewish role in the uprising became the sub-
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ject o-f new, predomi nan tl / negative reinterpretations. This 

trend reflected the deterioration of Polish-Jewish relations 

in the late 19th and the early 20th centuries and was condi­

tioned by a number o-f l nter-rel ated literary, ideological 

and socio-political -factors. Among them were the status of 

realism as the prevailing literary approach to social reali­

ty, which stimulated the internal evolution of the broader 

3 867 legend. This evolution was marl-ed by a diminution of 

the influence of the liberal tradition which shaped Polish 

literary perceptions of the Jews in the 1860s. The rise and 

fall of the assimi 1ioni st ideology of Polish Positivism, and 

the subsequent emergence of modern Polish and Jewish natio­

nalisms, negatively affected the ideological interpretations 

of this insurrectionary theme. Finally, the updated version 

of Polish anti-Semitism and the corresponding programs of 

modern political movements in Poland turned the Jewish le­

gend of the January uprising into a political argument which 

was instrumental in scoring points against and in favour of 

the Jewish population. 

Dn the whole, treatment of the Jewish theme supports 

R.Czepulxs" conclusion that the mid-century Polish percep­

tions of social structure lingered behind the actual social 

change. The dramatic though short-lived change in the lite­

rary image of the Jew was achieved by the idealization of 

Jewish patriotism rather than by alteration of basic percep­

tions of the Jew"s place in Poland's socio-economic order. 

Jewish patriots, both those modelled on Micllewicz's Jantiel 
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and those perfectly de-Judaized and cleansed of capitalist 

influence, were depicted in terms o-f categories and values 

characteristic of a traditional, pre-modern society. The 

treatment of these "ideal Jews" revealed, along with the 

foggmess of the underlying "image of the future", the chaos 

due to the incompatibility of the scales used in measuring 

the Jew's social status and the ambivalent attitudes toward 

the modernization of Jewish society. It is hardly surprising 

that when new tensions in Polish-Jewish relations won the 

upper hand over the fading memories of the past, pre-insur-

rectionary trends in the literary portrayals of the Jews 

resurfaced with increased vitality. 

However, social thinl-mg received a mighty impetus from 

the political upheavals of the early 1860s. The insurrectio­

nary experiences paved the way for the Pociti ,'ist program of 

Jewish assimilation. But inherent in this impetus was also a 

substantial misreading of Jewish aspirations. The tendency 

to treat the Warsaw assimi 1 ati oni sts as a EiS!2S_Q.C° toto, a 

representative sample of trends within Jewish society, led 

Polish writers to overestimate the strength of the Jewish 

movement toward a Polish ethnic identity. This "error" of 

judgement which, in retrospect, many former Positivists 

traced bacl- to the euphoria of the pre-insurrectionary 

years, encouraged Utopian expectations o-f the rapid and 

painless dissolution of the Jews in Polish society. Not sur­

prisingly, in these literary interpretations the theme of 

Polish-Jewish cooperation in the January uprising gradually 
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became an element of the "Jewish question" in the broader 

sense. In particular, it played an instrumental role during 

the later stages of the discussion of Jewish assimilation. 

The critics" fusion of Pan_ladeusz"s Jankiel, the 1863 

Jewish patriots and the Jewish heroes of Pasiti/ist litera­

ture into one synthetic image of a "good", manageable Jew, 

correctly points to the romantic roots of the Polish au­

thors" concept of Jewish assimilation. 
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