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INTRODUCTION

On  the eve of the January uprising. the last of the
19th—century Folish revolts against Russia, the loyalties of
Foland s Jews became an i1ssue of substantial polaitical 1im-
portance. iz the revolutionary turmoil intensified 1n  the
2arly 1860g, Folish separatists 1n Congress Foland actively
sought Jewish support for their cauwse. Appealing directly to
Lhe Jews., the Foles promised them full equality in the inde-
pendent Folish state which they hoped to restore. Sub-
mequently, these promises appeared to be substantiated by
the real improvement i1n the soci1al climate. Indeed, the Ja-
fnuary 1nsurrection. and particularly the years of political
mobilization which preceded the outbreat of the armed conf-
lict, substantially eased the tension between Foles and
Jews., That tension reached 1ts climax 1n the late 18350%,
only to turn overnight i1nto euphoric friendship and coopera-

tion,.

The i1dea of Folish-Jewish "brotherhood" was widely dis-
saminated by the wave of patriotic demonstrations which
swept through Foland 1n 1861-1862. Jewish participation 1n
the demonstrations powerfully captured the Folish i1magina-

tion. There were Jews among those who fell in confrontations
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with the FRussian army in February and April of 1861, and the
)elegac,a__mie sla, Warsaw s spontaneously elected self-go-
verning body, i1ncluded several Jewish members. Commonly per-
reived to be the beginning of a new chapter i1n relations
between the two communities, the demonstrations gave birth
Lo the peculiar ritual of "fraternizing” with the Jews. The
latter included common manifestations of Folish patriotism
during religious services and street demonstrations, the
displeay of signs of mourning for Foland's lost independences,
exchanges of gifts between houses of prayer. and the admis-
zi1o0n of the Jews inko associations from which they had been

traditionally & cluded.

In Ffact, Jewish i1nvolvement in  the 1nsurrectionary
movement wasg among the most peculiar features of this last
Folish attempt to regain national i1ndependence. Many Folo-
nized Jews tool an acbtive part 1n the anti—-Russian under-—
ground and 1n the partisan war, while cautiously pro-Folish
attirtudes prevailed i1n fairly broad strata of Jewish socire-—
ty. The measures talen by the tsarist authorities to prevent
the Folish-Jewish rapprochement had limited success. This 1s
true even of such an important concession. made under the
pressure of the revolutionary situation, as the new legal
status granted Lo Folish Jews i1n June 1862. This bi1ll. i1nc-
luded in Count Wielopolsti's reform paclage, abolished most
of the legal barriers between Jews and their gentile neigh-

bhors.
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The worsening FPolish~Russian antagonism and the sub-
sequent armed conflict of 1B867-1864 placed the Jews 1n &
situation which recurred a number of times 1n nmineteenth-
and twentieth-century Jewlsh history: between the hammer of
the Empire and the anvil of the i1ndigenous nation’ s aspira-
tions for independence. A number of political., cultuwral and
ideclaogical facltore conditioned the way in which the Jewish
population attempted to find practical seclutions to this
uneasy choice. Frominent among these factors were two conf-
licting traditions: the tradition of loyalty to the Crown,
which grew stronger 1n the pre-inswrectionary period even
in haglalah circles, and the equally traditional associration
of broad strata of East-European Jewish society with the

Folash nobilaby (1),

In general. pro-Folish attitudes among the Jews were
most  pronounced 1n Warsaw (where the acculturation process
was most advanced) and the neighboring provinces. The tradi-
tion of loyalty to the Crown prevailed in Foland s eastern
provinces, whoze econamic baclwardness tept traditional bar-
riers  i1ntect. From the sociological point of view, the pro-
~Folish orientation was strongest in the most modernized
strata of Jewish souciety: among the members of the Jewish
intelligentsia and bourgeoisie who were most exposed to Fo-
lish cultural influences. While the former frequently sided

1) I.Bartal, "Loyalty to the Crown or Polish Patriotism™
Metamorphosis of an Anti-Folish Story of the 1867 In-
surrection”, a paper presented at the International Confe-—
rence on Folish-Jewish Relations in Modern History. Ouford.
17-21 September, 1984 p.ly 1n press. Fplain 1 (198&)
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with the radicals (Reds) who pushed for mlitary action,
those circles of the Jewish bourgeocisie which too! an active
part 1n Folish life favoured the evolutionary approach of
the moderates (Whites). By contrast. the conservative., reli-
gLous masses rarely 1dentified with Folish objectives. How-
ever, the Jews of the FPolish countryside. whose traditional
ties to the nobleman’s manor remained strong., appear to be a

{frequent exception to the latter rule.

This study deals with one particular aspect of the i1n-
surrectionary eplsode in Folish—-Jdewish relations. Based on
contemporary literary souwrces, 1t examines Folish percep-—
ti1ons of the short-lived Folish-Jewish rapprochement of the
early 18603 and the Jewish role 1n the January i1nsurrection.
During the wuprising. and particularly 1n the two years pre-
ceding 1t, the Folish-Jewish goodwill movement wazs en-—
Lthusiastically greeted by a wave of poems, manifestos and
other writings exalting the brotherhood of the "world’s two
most suffering nations”. In the politically depressed de-
cades which followed the 1864 defeat, the "Jewish" motif of
18467 became a minor but characteristic element of the upris-
ing  theme. The Jewish role 1n the insurrection —-- now typi-
cally depicted as & confrontation between post-insurrectio-
nary reality and earlier Folish expectations —— became 1n-
corporated i1nto the broader literary tradition of Foland's
struggle for i1ndependence., a tradition of crucial i1mportance

to the modern national counsciousness of the Foles.
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Since Foland’s partitions in the late 18th century Fo~—
lish belles lettres have tended to be a surrogate for natio-
nal institutions. This privileged role of literature in Fo-
lish life largely accounts for the crucial role which belles
lettres played in the ideological mobilization of Folish
society in the 1860s. Similarly, the importance of literary
interpretations in preserving the mamory of the revolt and
in ideologically absorbing the traumatic experience of the
insurrection, can hardly be overestimated. Despite the in-
creased political oppression (which included the Russian
censoreghip®s ban on the discussion of the 1863 revolt (2)),
the literary legend of the January uprising continued to
grow (X)), This growth was not hampered by the new ideologi-
cal currents which crystallized in the post—-insuwrrectionary
years and were critical of Poland®s revolutionary tradition
as well as of romanticism as its spiritual sowce., The anti-
—insuwrectionary campaign of the conservative camp in Gali-
cia, and the less pronounced but similar attitudes of the

Warsaw Fositivists, had a limited and rather shortlived im-

2) Until 1205 Russian censorship supressed any discussion of
the 1863 insurrection, forcing Folish authors to deal with
the 184%F theme metaphorically or to publish abroad. The much
milder Austrian censorship was further liberalized in 1846
with the extension of Galicia’s political autonomy.

3 In Polish literary criticism the notion of "literary le-
gend" -- as a term referring to the literary legacy of the
January uprising -- has been introduced by J.Krzyzanowski.
It is being used here in accordance with Krzvranowski's de—
finition of "literary legend" as a popular and simplified
interpretation of real (or partially real) historical events
which aims at promoting a particular value judgment about
their subject and serves emotional rather than intellectual
purposes. See J.Krzyianowski, "Legenda literacka" in Frre—
alad_Wspdkczesny, 163 (1935), pp. 271-278. T
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pact on the evolution of the legend. The latter entered a
stage of particularly rapid growth between the 25th and 30th

anniversaries of the uprising (1888-1913) (4).

Contradicting the saying inter arma silent Musag., the
January uprising left an enormous literary legacy which far
exceeds the legacy of previous Folish inswrections in  Fo-
lish literature (5). This literary heritage is as artisti-
cally uneven as it is abundant. It ranges from masterpieces

such as FE.0Orzeschkowa™s DNad Niemnem, S.Zeromski’s Wigrna

rzeka, B.Frus’ Lalka and M.Dagbrowska’s Noce i_dnie. to works
best described as graphomaniac. Leading literary historians
point to a temporary decline in the artistic quality of Fo-
lish literature, a setback which was particularly characte-
ristic of the first decade following the defeat. They attri-
bute this decline to the devastating blow which the failure
of the January insurrection and the subsequent political
depression inflicted on all apects of Polish life (&6). In

the case of the 1846Z% theme, the abundance of mediocre lite-
4)  J.Krzyzanowski, "L.egenda powstania styczniowego, 1864~
-1963", in Dziedzictwo _powstania_ _sivczniowedgo., Warszawa
192464, pp. 9-10.

5) J.kulczycka- Saloni, "Foezja powstania styczniowego", in
Driedrictwo literackie  powstania __styciniowego, Warszawa
1964, pp. 19-20

6 The negative impact of the uprising on FPolish culture in
general, and on literatwe in particular, is stressed by
literary historians whose overall evaluations of the upris-—
ing strongly diverge. See B.Chlebowski, Literatura _polska
1795-1908, Lwdw 1923, pp.371-375; A.Brickner, Dzieje _lite-
ratury polskiej w_ _zaryesie, II, Warszawa 1921, p. 279,
W.Feldman, Wspoiczesna literatura polska, Krakdw 1970, pp.
41-45,
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rature can also be explained 1n terms of the professionali-
zation of literature and the rap:d growth of the Folish
press 1n  the second half of the 19th century. As a topic
bound to win 2 large readership the 1867 theme became an
attractive Focus for minor literary talents. The succeeding
anniversaries of the uprising. celebrated particularly 1n
Galicia, further encouraged the flow of apologetic works

(7).

The January uwprising, the most 1mportant historical
event for an entire generation of Polish writers, had a tre-—
mendous i1mpact on their worlt. Elira Orzesclowa. a leading
Fogsitivist writer who devoted much of her talent to promo-
tang the re-channelling of social energies away from the
revolutionary 1deal toward the more modest values of “"orga-—

rmic wort ", nevertheless aclnowledged:

To wscystbo ucoynltr e mna 1 we mnie  rol 1867,
Gdyby nie jego miot 1 diuto. losy moje byiyby naz-
pawnie, 1i1nne 1 prawdopodobnie nie bylabym autort a
(8.

/The vyear 1867 did all that to me and to my soul.
Without 1ts hammer and chisel my life would most
certainly have talen another course. I probably
would not have become a writer./

Among the writers discussed i1n this study the maj,ority tool
an active part in the upheavals of the 18&0s. A.Asnyl., J.Na-

roymsh i, I.Macie;owsha {Sewer) and Z.Mi11lowsh: (T.T.Je)
7) 8.Frybes. "Dwie tradyc;e powstania styczniowego w litera-
turze polstie,”, 1n Dziedzicktwo _powstapra _stycznioweqo,
Warszawa 1944, pp. 119

8) E.Orzesclowa, letter to M.Dubiecl: from 4.111.1907, in
Listy rebrane IV. Wroctaw 1958, p.245
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occupied prominent positions 1n the inswrectionary hierar-
chy. QOthers, lile M.FRomarnowsti. W.Sabowsli, W.loszcoyc,
J.Wieniawsl 1, A.Dygasidsti, W.Frzyborowsh1, A.Urbardsk,
B.Frus, were among those who ,o0ingd the ranls of the i1nsuw-
genbts. J. It razrewsl 1, H.t roaushar, E.Orreszlowa end many
cthers stayed away from *he battlefield but i1n various ways
supported the insurrectionary cause. The following geners-—
tion of Folish writers — S.Zeromsli, A.Strug and Z.Danitow-
gb1 —— continue to pay tribute to, and settle accounts with,

the revolutionary legacy of their fathers.

This study aims to describe the most typical Folish
literary perceptions of Jewish loyalties i1n the years of the
uprising. The i1nguiry 1s based on the Folish literary tradi-
tion and edamines all available fictional sources which., in
one way or another, deal with Jewish invaolvement in the in-—
surrectionary movement. By comparing the earlier and later
interpretations of the Jewish theme., the study also attempts
to trace the subsequent evolution of this i1nsurrectionary
motif 1n Palish belles lettres. The Jewish tradition., within
the broader tradition of the revolt i1n Foligh literature, 1s
analyzced on three different but strongly i1nter-related le-

vels.

First. the Jewish theme 18 e.amined i1n the context of
changing literary trends. The primary obect of my asttention

1s the role of romantic i1deology as a factor strongly condi-
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tioning Folish perceptions of the Jewish world and, 1n gene-
ral, of social reality. The study also focuses on the way 1in
which new literary currents transform these perceptions 1n

the post-1864 Folish literature.

Second, the study analyces the literary legend of Fo-
lish~Jewish brotherhood 1n the content of the rapidly chan-
ging pattern of PFPolish—Jewish relations. In fact, the second
halt of the nineteenth centwy witnessed a rapid capitalist
transformation of Polish society. Modernization, wbaniza-
tion and new i1deological currents eroded the traditiomnal way
of life but at the same time created new areas of tension
between Foles and Jews. This tension was not eased by the
rise of modern nationalism and the politicization of the
"Jewrsh question". trends which are best reflected by the
inclusion of anti-Semitism 1n the program of the National
Democratic Farty at the turn of the century. The study focu-—
ses on Folish perceptions of Jews attitudes toward their
host country and the underlying visions of the future modus
vivend:r between Foles and Jews. Finally., the study tries to
determine whether, and i1n what way, the detericoration of
Folish-Jdewish relations after 1844 affected interpretations

of the insuwrectionary legend of Folish-Jewish symbiosis.

Third., the study eixamines the Jewish legend of 1867 1n
terms of trends 1n the literary portrayal of the Jews. The
uprising broke out at a time when a new., modernized i1mage of

the Jewish world was taling shape 1n Folish literature. The
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upheavals of the 1860s, however, seem to have disrupted
these trends for at least a decade. Examining the images of
the Jews generated in the 1840s, the study tries to define
the nature of this peculiar interlude, after which tirends
characteristic of the 18505 resurfaced with increased inten—

ity in the literary images of the Jewish world.

The heterogeneous nature of the sources used in  the
study is a result of the study’ s heavy emphasis on stereo-
types. First of all, the primary sources were chosen without
regard to their artistic guality. Conseguently, no distinec-
tion is made between C.K.Norwid's famous "fydmwie polscy”
and a number of artistically insignificant poems inspired --
as was Norwid’s poem —— by Jewish participation in the War-—-
saw demonstrations. Similarly, differences in literary genre
and in the way in which the Jewish thems figuwes in the plot
have been largely ignored. The literary material used in the
study ranges from lengthy novels which, like J.Il.Eraszew-
ski’s izg, discuss the "Jewish question” in the years of the
uprising, tao short passages praising Folish-Jewish brother-
hood; from stories about Jewish veterans of the upriszing —
narrated in works as different as B.Frus’ novel Lalka.
A.Asnyk 5 play 2yq and W.Wolski s poem "Mosiek" -— to ret-
rospective re-gxaminations of the Jewish contribution voiced
by wvarious literary characters. In those few cases in which
the perceptions reflected in Folish fiction closely match

those of non—fictional literature, the study makes limited

use of contemporary political pamphlets, historiosophical



treatises and memoirs.

The authors® i1deological orientations (including their
pro—- or anti—-Jewish views) played no role 1n their selection
for this study. Thus the prominence of liberal writers among
those discussed 1n the first part reflects no discriminabion
against politically conservative authors but rather the li-
berals” control of the literary and politicel scene. In
contrast to later decades. conservative views of the Jew
found by and large no reflection 1n the literary outpub of
the 1860s. There i1s, however, one mazor exception to this
rule: a few worls authored by assimilated Folish Jews do nol
get all the attention they deserve. From the literary point
of view these worls are an integral part of the Folish tra-
dition. However., the views on the "Jewish guestion”
freguently exupressed by theilr authors differ Ffrom
perceptions prevailling among Folaish writers. Conseguently.
the perspective of those few Folish authors of Jewish de-
scent might have obscured the image of a "typical" Folish
perception. Doring justice to their worl would also require a
detailed discussion of these authors® specific cultural and
1deaglogical baclgrounds. This discussion., however, could
hardly be contained withain the narrow frameworhk of this stu-

dy.

The general lacl of interest in second-rate literature,
characteristic of most Folish criticism, has left much of

the literary tradition of the January uprising wvirtually
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unexplored. Thus the search for worls on the Jewish theme
involved much digging through both the 19th-century Folish
press and anthologies of insurrectionary poetry as well as
hundreds of pages of other obscure literary souwrces. This
bibliographical research was to a certain extent facilibated
by some bibliographical worls (1n particular, Estreicher’s
bibliagraphy of 19th century Folish literatwre and J.Gasio-
rowshi s bibliography of publications dealing with the Ja—
nuary uprising), a8 well as a few studies devoted to the
literary legend of the January uprising in the Folish tradi-
tian (particularly the essays 1ncluded 1n Dzredzictwo lirte—
raclie__powstania _styczniowego) and a few articles on per-
ceptions aof the Jew 1n Folish literature. Although the study
covers all the best nown sources as well as many that are
forgotten and obscure, there 1s no reason to assume that
this review of the literature dealing with Jewish motifs 1s
complete. However, the sample discussed in this study ap-

pears broad enough to allow for certain generalizations.

Although Folish historiography has shown a fairly
strong ainterest in the Jewish role i1n the January uprising.
there 1s a scarcity of directly relevant secondary material.
The relatively rich historical literature on Jewish partici-
pation ain  the January uprising tends to pay no particular

attention to the literary perceptions. The literary append)u

ude

included 1n M.Gelber’s Die Juden und

der_polmische Aufstand.
and occasional references to literary sources by J.Shatzly,

A.Eisenbach and a few other authors, rarely go bevond an
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aclnowledgment of their potential usefulness for the student
of Folish-Jdewish relations in the 1860s. Literary studies
dealing with the January uprising tale note of the Jewish
theme more frequently. Virtually all of them mention this
aspect of the insurrectionary tradition. Their discussion of
the Jewish theme., however. rarely goes beyond peripheral
remarts on the treatment of the Jewizh theme by one parbicu-
lar author. References to literary sources can be occasio-
nally found in the general literature dealing with the Jew-

1sh gquestion i1in Poland and with Polish-Jdewish relations.

Thizs study covers the period from 1840 to 1914, The
first of the two dates 18 self-explanatory and marls the
heginning of the sudden rebirth of the =eparatizt movement
in Congress  Foland. This movement., as we have seen, had a
substantial impact on Folish literary and sitra-literary
perceptions of Jewish society. In the case of the closing
date, a mayor historical caesura (the beginning of the First
World War) closely coincides wibkh two developments of  sub-
stanti1al i1mportance to this study. The first 18 the 19212
election to the Russian Duma. Ending a period characterized
by the continuous growth of ant:i~Jewish attitudes 1n Folish
saciety, the election transformed this diffuse anti-Bemiti=zm
into a mature and fully organized political movement. The
second significant event 1s the S0th anmiversary of the Ja-
ruary uprising which was celebrated 1n 1917, The celsbration
revived public interest in the uprising and was expressed 1n

the publication of memoirs, scholarly essays and significant
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literary worls devoted to this theme. ()

The chapters i1n the study are arranged chronologically.
The first chapter deals with the 18505 and eszamines the maln
trends 1n the laterature of that decade. Further, chapter I
defines the main trends i1n Folish-Jewish relabions and 1n
the literary depictions of Jewish society which crystallized
on  the eve of the revolt. The second chapter focuses on the
literary tradition dealing with the patriotic demonstrations
of 1841-18462 and, 1n general, with the years of political
mobilazation which preceded the armed conflict 1n  18B67.
Chapter Il devotes particular atbtention to the literary ref-
lectione of the death af Michal Landy. & voung Jew, i1n the
Warsaw demonstration of April 8, 1861, and examines the ways
in which this 1mage was 1ncorporated i1nto a particular  vi-
s1on of Foland®s history. Chapter II1 deals with the litera-—
ry echoes of Jewish involvement i1n the partisan war of 18467-
~1864. Talen together, chapterz I-III1 characterize Folish
perceptions of Jewish society as reflected 1n literary sour-—
ces produced during ond shortly after the i1nsurrection, the
great majority of which belong to the declining romantic

tradition.

Chapter IV opens the second part of the study which
covers the retrospective re—-evaluation of the legend of the

Jewish participation 1n the January uprising. Chapter IV,

ostatnich o powsta-
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which was planned as an analogue of Chapter I, reviews the
main trends in the post-insurrectionary period. Covering
five decades (1864-1914), the chapter provides an overview
of Folish-Jewish relations after the failure of the January
uprising. This is followed by a discussion of major literary
currents after 1864. As in the first chapter., the develop-
ments in both fields are examined in terms of their impact
on  the image of the Jewish world in post-insurrectionary
Folish literature. The fifth and last chapter of the study

iamines some later interpretations of the Jewish role in
the uwprising. These interpretations, which look at the Jew-
ish legend from the historical perspective, are frequently
affected by the reverse projection, upon the memories of
the recent past. of what are now deteriorating Folish-Jewish
relations. Chapter V also focuses on the role of literary
perceptionsg of the Jew in the debate about the Jewish gques-
tion in Foland at the tuwrn of the century. Although the de-—
pendence of post-insurrectionary literature on the stock of
romantic cliches in depicting the January uprising continued
throughout the period under study, most sowrces discussed in

chapters IV-VY belong to the post-romantic tradition.

This inquiry is an attempt to reconstruct the social
and ideological history of a particular literary mobtif.
Based on fictional sources, it is primarily a study of as-
pects of 12th century Folish literature. However, some of
the guestions it attempts to answer transcend the narrow

realm of literary studies. While it would hardly be legiti-
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mate to evaluate Folizh~Jewish relations 1n the insurrectio—
nary period on the basis of literary perceptions alone., an
axxamination of the latter sesms useful for at least two res-
sonz.  Firsht, despite their subjectiwvity. literary percep-
tionsg represent a sensi1tive reflechtion which, ¥ properly
analvyred, provides valuable i1nformation on "objective” =so-
cial reality. Second, as an 1ntegral eslement of the social
structuwre, Folish perceptions of the Jew "ob;ectively" af-
fected the latter s stabtus 1n Folish socieby as well as the
interaction between the two groups. The powerful i1declodical
filter which the legend of "Folish-Jewish brotherhood" 1m-
posed on Polish thinting on Jewish matters. had a consider-
able and lasting 1mpact on social action. Therefore this
1nguiry has also been planned as a contribution to the study

of Folish~Jewish relations.
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CHARPTER 0O NE

MAIN TRENDE I N T H E 18535 0=s

I. BETWEEM ROMANTICISM AND REALISM: LITERARY TRENDS IN

THE 1850s

While the brealdown of the revolutionary wave of the
late 1840s brought to an end the romantic tradition through-
out most of Ewope, Foland followed & different pattern. The
abnormality of the country ™z political situation petrified
the romantic world-view, which continued to provide Folish
ociety with a vibtal skrategy of national suwrvival. Despite
s1gns of disintegration that multiplied in the 18%0s, Folish
romanticism went through a period of final and spectacul ar
revival irm the politically troubled early 184%s. Dominating
Foland =z literary life for four decadesz (1872-186T), 1t
played a crucial role i1n shaping the modermn national cong-

ciousness of the Folish nation.

It seems legitimate to regard the 1850s as the epigonic
phase of Folish romanticism: a transition period marled by

the exhaustion of the dominating literary current and a pau-
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city of ma,or literary figures. The general narrowing of
intellectual horizons was coupled with the growing influence
of Catholic orthodoxy. Some signe of a revival of literary
life began to appear around 18564, and became stronger in the
following vears (1. They became more pronounced with the
emergence of a new generation of writerzs who entered litera-
ry life on the eve of the uprizing (2). This generational
shift coincided with the rising separatist tendencies 1n the
bingdom of Foland and the politicel and sociel radicaliza-

tion of 1l= youth,

In the time separating the upheavals of the late 1840s
from those of the sarly 1840g the erosion of the romantic
world-view advanced considerably. Mon-romantic sub-currents
appeared within the broader framewarl of the romantic litbte-
rature. The values which they advocated —— values that @i~—
plicitly or implicitly sought to modify those of romanticism
~—  gontinved to gain ground in Folish literature to  the
point of justifing some scholars”™ abtempts to treat certain
mani1festations of disintegration of the romantic tradition,
especirally 1n the novel, as autonomous literary trends (7).
Without going into a discussion of the complen relationship
hetwaeen romantic and post-romantic elements 1n the litera-—

ture of the 1850z, I would lile to point here to some fac-

) The shift of literary generations i1n the years preceeding
the January insuwrection 1s extensively discussed 1n J.Ma-
ciejewsti. Frzedburzowsy. 2 problemetyl: proesdcia  _misdzy
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tors 1n  the approach to the contemporary social structure

which conditioned literary perceptions of the Jewish world.

The most 1mportant factor was the drive toward realism
in depictions of social reality. The euperience of political
defeat encowaged voices critical of old romantic "dreams".
Such wvoicez argued for the need to accept and explore the
neglected realm of “"reality": 1in the rediscovery of the
realm of everyday life, they hoped to find the "truth" about
Folish society and preserve those genuinely Folish  wvalues
which would bhe washed away by accelerating social change.
These desires, very pronounced 1n the inter-insurrecticnary
generation (4), stimulated the collecting of documentation
and description of vanishing or rapidly changing forms of

life.

The popularity of "obrazli" /=sletches/. the half-;our-
nalistktic, half-fictional descriptions of contemporary life,
was a characteristic eupression of this attitude. Common
titles ond subtitles such as "solice towarzyshie 1 obycoajo-
we' ., "rarysy spotecone"., "charaltery”., "Spotrecrerstwo dri-

sieysze w obracach”, "Daguerotypy Warszawy”, "obrazli miejsc

) SBee, for enample, M.imlgrodzka’s discussion of "Bieder-
meier culture” 1n pre—1867 Foland. "Folsla powie2d bieder-
melerowsta’, in Famiegtnal Literacli. LVITI. 1-2 (1966): or
J.Macrejewsl 15 discussion of pre-positivistic currents 1n
the literature of the 1830s and the early 1860s 1n Frzedbu—
rooW.Ya. Op.cit.. pp. 121-1277 and 2852-0% T

4) R.Crepulis. "Uwarstwienie spoYeczne trdlestwa Folsliego w
swiadomogci wspotczesnych”, i1n Spoleccenstwo trolestwa Fol-
cliggo. T. Wars-cawa 1764, pp. 271-2702
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1 ludzi" —-- various "sletches", "pictures", "physiological
outlines” -—-- reflected the writerz" more photographic ap-
proach to social reality. Although these i1deas did not cry-
stallize 1n any opern challenge to the literary doctrine of
romanticiem, elements of realiem continued to expand i1n the
period  under study (5. Worls produced i1n the middle of the
192th century enriched the social landscape of Folish litera-—
Lure by introducing a number of previously neglected social
Qroups, including representatives of the urban population
rnow mal ing their first appearance (&). The main vehicle of
thesze explorations became the novel, a form held i1n contempt
by the romantics. which established 1tself 1n the inter-in-

surrectionary period as a leading literary genre,

Increased i1nterest in contemporary social life was fa-
cilitated by the levelling of opposition between the 1deal
and the i1mperfect earthly reality. This erosion of the basic
romantic  opposition justified o more pragmatic attitude bto-
ward life s problems. Also., the old romantic debate on  the
democratic versus aristocratic leadership of the nation lost

much of 1ts previous 1mpetus. It found a compromise splution
Y An extensive discussion of realistic elements 1in Folish
literature of the inter-insurrectionary period, and of the
contemporary debate on realism versus romanticism, 18 given
in J.Bachdrz, Bealizm bes chmurne, ,azdy!. Studia_o_powie-
gcrach Jdcefa | orzeniowstieao. Warszawa 1979, pp. 11-6%9: and
M.Zmigrodz}a, "Froza fabularna w lraju", in Literatura lra-
1owa_w otresie romanbtyzmd, 1821-1867. 1. pp.147-199

&HY See W.Woll ~bBumplowiczowa, "Chiop. miescoanstwo 1
srlachta w powiedc: polslie; w pierwsse,; potowile 19-go wie-
buts 1n Frzeglad soc ologiciny. 7 (1928), p.l6&:; R.Czepulas,
op.cit., pp. Z856-3784
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1in  the myth of "demolrac;a szlachecta" (the democracy of
noblemen), widely disseminated in mid-century writings. The
literature presented the provincial nobility as the preser-—
ver of Folish tradition. idealizing 1ts way of life based on
the ruwral economy and the patriarchal relationship between
the landlord amnd his peasants. On the other hand., the so-
~called ‘“peasant question" was barely reflected 1n Folish
fiction bhefore the debate on that i1ssue 1mitirated by the
government press in 18%8 (7). That this single most burning
problem was virtually ignored by contemporary fiction well
1llustrates the characteristic reluctance of the literature
under study to tale a position on uwrgent socio-political

problems (8).

Turned toward the past rather than the future. the 11—
teratuwre 1dentified old-fashioned rural values with those
of Chraistianity on the one hand and with genuine Folishness
on the other. The glorification of the rural past was coup-

led with a strong anti—urban bias.

Zywot nasz wieysti dat nam charalter 1 on nas tyl-
lo przy rmim utrzymad moze. (..) Wied sest prastun—
la tradyc;i1 1 macierza spotecrenstwa nas-ego (9).

/0ur rural exislence provided us with our i1dentity
and 1t alone can help preserve ou character. The
countryside gave birth to ow society and 15 the

7y F.Chmielowshi., op.cit.. p.85
8) M.Zmigrodzta. "Folsla powiedl biedermeiercowsta", op.cit..
p. 394

?) J.l.lrascewshi, Wiecoory wolvnslie (1BS9), Lwdw 1859,

almmmal ol A Lol
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nuwse of 1ts tradition./

Mimowoli: proypomniat soble ztowa angielshiego
poety: "Rbg stworzyl? wied a cztowiel cbudowal
miasto."” (wwa) W tych wieltich murach., Zimnych 1

pustych, widsial groby, a miasto w ,ego oczach
byto cmentarzem cysacych (10).

/Involuntarily, he recalled the words of an Eng-
lish poet: "God created the countryside and man
buirlt the city." (..) In these big, empty and cold
walls he saw tombs, and the city 1n his eyes was a
cemetery of living people/

Aversion to urban life. S0 characteristic of trascewsti™s
pre-insurrectionary works, was shared by man,; mid-century
writers., The romantic world-view and the rural ethos of Fo-
lish nobility converged (11) 1n depicting the big city as a
place contaminated by corruption, moral perversity and fo—
reign cultural influence. The motif of moral and social de-
cline which followed a character"s entering the city’s
gates, and, canversely, the theme of rebirth following his
retwn to the countryside. occwred freguently in the novels
of the mid-centuwry and long remained a hallmarlt of Folish
fiction (120 . For ow purposes 1t suffices to note that the
demonic gualities of the city were associated with the ron-

~Folish ethmic and cultural element as well as with the ca-

10y J.l.bVrascewsti, Eg_&g_;_éu;;; (1827), Z¥oczdw. n.d..
p.48

11y The tradition of gielanla and other literary glorifi-
cations of the rural life of the nobility are analyred by
A.Wrttowsta 1n her Blowiente my lubim_ _sielanli. Warszawa
1971 see alsa J.Rachbrz, op.cit., pp. 2028-26%5

12y For the 1mage of a big city 1n pre-184&7 Folisk {iction
see the chapter "Miasto 1 wieg" 1n J.Bachorz, op.cit..
pp.228-250. Bachor:z discusses the mid-century perzeptions of
the city 1n terms of & space morally different from and
inferi1or to that of the countryside.
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prtalist character of urban life.

While authors leenly sensed the accelerating disappea-
rance of the old world, they failed to i1dentify the actual
forces transforming society (17). Generally., they displayed
a considerable amount of hostility toward upwardly mobile
indivadualzs and groups. seeing in them a threat to the much-
emphasized harmaony of pre-modern life. The achievements of
siich andividuals were associlated with some hind of moral
degradation. The bresbing of social barriers was analyoed
primarily 1n  terms of i1ts compatibilaity with the ethical
1deals of Christianity (14). The banl er, whose status as bhe
bad guy (1% consolidated during the i1nter- insurrectionary
perind, was only the most visible of the many villains re-
prezenting the power of recently accumulated money. All
these negative characters -— of noble, petiy noble, bour—
geols and Jewish origin —— aspired to a higher social sta-

tus., thus challenging the established social hierarchy.

Concern for the stability of the social order was coup-—-

led with greater confarmism toward the occupying powers. The
17) R.Czepulis, op.cit.s pp. Z61 and IT84-286; Coepulis,
whose conclusions on the perception of sccial hierarchy are
to a large eitent based on literary sourres, euplains hthis
phenomenon by social conservatiem on the one hand. and by
reluctance to aclnowledge changes resented as i1mposed by the
intervention of the occcupying powers., on the ather.

14) l"l.Iimlgr't:ntzlzla.I "Folsl a powirest biedermelerowst a”,
op.cit., p.3%4;

1%) R.Coepulis, op.cit., pp. Z898~T741 and 788789
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patriotism of the 183505 eupressed i1tself in veneration of
the national past. rather than i1n the universalistic and
revolutionary i1deals of the previous generation (146). Unlile
the politically tense 1860s., when patriotic merit became
again an i1mportant factor i1n evalusting the soci1al prestige
of 1ndividuals and groups. political attitudes dad not se-
riously affect the perception of social hierarchy 1 the

1850s.

16) M.Zmigrodzla, "Folsla powiedd biedermeierows! a",
op.cit.. pp.292-94
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IT. BETWEEN FEUDAL. AND CAFITALIST SOCIETY:

FOLISH~-JEWISH RELATIONSE IN THE 1830s

The legal status of the Folish Jews (which persisted
until Wielopolski's reforms of 18462 and in part even lon-
ger), was a product of feudal society. Although the Mapoleo-
nic legislation introduced in the Duchy of Warsaw in 1807
granted equal rights to all of Foland®s citizens, ths legal
separateness of Jewish society was maintained. For decades,
various officially appointed bodies succeeded each other in
studying the "Jewish guestion”., The legislation to which
Jews remained subject fixed the existing social barriers
between them and the Christian population. Capitalist trans-—
formations in Foland’s economy, however, followed by new
cultural and ideological currents, gradually cleared the way

for the removal of these obsolelte structuwres.

The Jewish guest for equal rights entered a new stage
in the late 18308 (17) because of two related factorszs. 0On
the one hand, the reformz which were made in Russia follow-
ing the accession of Alexander II to the throne created a
political climate which encouwraged hopes for liberal ye-—
forms in the Kingdom of Foland. On the other hand, the deep

structural changes inside Jewizh society widened the gap
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between 1ts actual economic i1mportance and the anachronistic
restrictions limiting 31ts activity. The i1dea of equal righte
became & matter of high priority to the rich Jewish bour-
geolsie., whose economic i1nfluence lept growing in the inter-
—insurrectionary psriod. Demands for equal rights found
strong support 1n the yourng Jewish i1ntelligentsia, which. 1n
the 18405 and particularly in the 183%0s, became active 1n

many extra-economic fields of Folish life.

Az a result, Poles once again began deliberating the
Jews place in the spciral order (18). The mainctream of pub-
lic opinion, as well as representatives of the Rugsian go-
vernment 1n Foland., remained hostile toward any improvement
in the status of the Jews. Their way of thinlting remained
deeply rooted in the traditional perception of Jews as harm-—
ful to society and in the concept of Jewish "moral reform"
as a precondition to any change. Hostile to capitalist deve-—
lopments 1n FPoland., conservabives and democrats alile
watched with concern the growing Jewish role 1n the coun-
try’s econamy, particularly in trade. Due to an economic
recessiIon following the November uprising of 1879, the ri1-
g1ng fortuneszs of a few scores of Jews were especially visi-
ble while the concomittant i1mpoverishment of the Jewish mas-
ses tended to be overlooled. Generally spealing. the 1850s

were marted by a sense of growing economic competition

Folsl im., Warscawa 1972, p.259
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between Foles and Jews. Moreover, tendentious demographic
forecasts published i1n 1857 generated fears of a high birth
rate among Jews and fed grim visions of the future of Fo-

lish-Jewish relations (19).

—

In the 1850s the slogan of "organic workb", with 21ts
emphasis on the nation’s material well-being., found a res-
ponse 1n  the politically active ztrata of Folish society.
Ecanamic guestions stood high on the agends of Towarzystwo
Rolmicze, an institution representing the most 1nfluential
circles of Folish mobility. Jetorseniowsly alludes tao thig

body 1n the following lines, written i1n 1859

0 ptugach, o naworie, O uprawlie roli,
D drodlach. jabl = zvydowskie; wyrwad s1g niewol:s
Jezt celem owych zjacddw (20},

A{The dizscussion) of ploughs., fertilicers and agriculture/
of ways tao breal out of Jewieh bondage/ 18 the aim of these
gatherings./

The concept of "miewola oydowsla" (Jewish bondage). widely

popularized 1n the ongoing press debate, pointed to a major
18) A discussion of attirtudes of various Folish groups to-
ward the "Jewish guestion® in these years can be foumd 1n
A.Er1senbach, op.cit.. and tn "Folish public opinion and the
Jews 1n the late 1850s", in Ziron 46, I (1981) /in Hebrew/:
F.Coepulis, "Uwarstwienie spoteczne lrdlestwa Folsliego w
dwiadomodcy  wespdicresnych”. 1n Spoteczenctwo brdlestws_Fol-
sliego. I. Warszawa 1966, pp.T27-7%1

19) L.Wolsbi, "Wiadomodci statystyczme", in Falendarze War -
szawshiego  Obserwatorium  Octronomicznego (FWOAY, Warszawa
1857-1861; =zee the discussion of Wolsli's statistical data
in  A.Eisenbach. lwegtia rownouprawnienia Zydow w trdlestuie

Folsl im. Warscawa 1972, pp.25%-04&0

20y Jlutorzeniowshi. Fustynia (1859, as quoted 1n P.Chmie-—

lowsliyi, op. c1t, p. 1235
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source of the growing tension. In letters written the same
year, N.Zmichows! a correctly linted the economic ambitions
of those

b tdrym 21¢ W giowie poproewracalo od statystyll 2
proemyst o

fwho  got  totally mixed up by the statistics and
(tall of) industrial development./

to the anti~Jewish mood of the late 1830s.
Chcg tomecznie pod roadem Alel sandra I1 vdarowad
Folsle ogromnag sita materialng. nienawlsd proeciw
Zydom rda,e 1m s18 ogromnym postepem na te; drodoe
(213,
SUnder Alexander 'z II rule they want to bestow on
Foland a huge material force and the hatred of
Jews appearz to them an important step on this
road. /S
In an attempt to wealen Jewish standing i1n commerce, Towa-
roystwo Folnicoe buillt wp a networl of Folish-owned rural
cooperat: ves, and organized Folizh credit unions in provin-
cial crties. Such 1nitiatives continued to poilison relations
aven 1n the subsequent heyday of Folish-Jdewish brotherhood
(?7) N.Zmichowsl 8" s own account of two noblemen” s attempts

Y e e

to tart a publishing business 1n Warsaw revealed similar

i

motivations. The noblemen made o special point of their re-

w0l ves

handel |ziggarsti = monopolu sydowsl 1ego wyzwolid,
zadnemu  Zydowi., ami nawelk proechrocie fadhnemu
alcyr mieo sprzedasg (200,

/oot liberate the publishing trade from Jewish
monopoly and not to sell shares to any Jew. sven a
bapticed one. .’

owsla, letter to B.Moractewsle dated & Februar
gty. Il. Wroctaw 19860, p.174
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Resentment of the growing economic power of the Jews also
affected the Folish middle class and lower strata of the
urban population. Nor was the tension in inker-group rela-

tions eased b, anti1-Jewish riotsz an Turel in 1B8E7.

Finally, the drive towsrd 2scimilation among the most
modermized ostrata of Jewish zociety met with an  ambivalent
response.  Debates on the nature, perspectives and side ef-
{ectz of this assimilation coincided accidentally with a
renewal of i1nteresst 1n Franlism. Membersz of bthe young assi-—
milated Jewish i1ntelligentsia were attaecled on the grounds
that they were strangers invadimg Folish cultural life. The
traditironal., well-established elites raized obj;ections to
Lhe growing rate of Jewish "infiltbtration”. Cantemporary fio-—
tion., and esspecially worts by J.l.lrascewsl:. popularized
the negabtive perception of the role of azsimilated Jews 1n
the process of caprtalist restructuring of society. DRenun-—
cirations of +the shortcomings of aszimilation on the ons
hand, and demands for the total asszimilation of Jews azs a
pre—~condition  for their recerving full civil rights on  the
other,. reflected ambiguity 1 the Fplish authors® att: btudee

toward assimilation.

The mounting tension culminated 1 1859 1n the go-

o2 I.S8chiper. "Driese Zydow na ziemiach | sigstwa Warszaw-
sliego 1 trdlestwas Folsliego (od 1795 do 1847 wtaconiel ", 1n
{ydzy w Folsce Odrodzope,. I. Warszawa, n.d.. p.a&l
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—called "Jewish war"., This name was given to & @ vicious

presz—-campaign launched against assimilated Warsaw Jews Dby

a1

J8Z8 Warscawsla (The Warsaw Gazettes. Jews sued the Gar-

pt

&

ette for defamation: they lost. The negative charscter of

it

o+

he Jewish community as a whole was cited as  justification
of the court's verdict. The feelings generated among azsimi-
lated Jewish youth were articolated 1n @ poem wilbben  1n

1882 by the voung A.l raushar:

Dlaccegdd to prred wiel ! oe sercem goracem

Oucowte lrow toa wolnodd prrelewal.

By nas doug odbrgeono naswistiem gardzacem,

By nam dzid mienawidcia mirosd odptacala”

Coy .t zawsre tal zgardrzent bedriemy od dwiata™
Dlacregdr rodal wracsny Iyda 1§ wyrzel a

Diacregdy w nim nie widst proy aciela, brata,
ﬁlac:egéi mu zaprrecra wsrellich praw colowiel a™ (24)

Uhy  for centuries with a glowing hesrt/ did our fathers
shed blood for (Foland s) liberty/ 14 we are rejected today
with contempt/ 1f we are paitd with hatred for our loee™/
Will we alwa,ys be despirced by the world™/ Why does a com-
patriob renounce the Jew/ Why dogsn’t he ses i1n haim a friend
and a brother/ Why dogs he deny him all bumen rights™/

The "Jewish war" widened the split 1n Folizh public
opimon  on the Jewlsh guestion. The prominent historian
J.lelewsl chose to supporbt the Jews (25 and some groups of
democrab. followed 1 hiz steps. imlchowsla. whose opinigons
echo  fairly closely those of democraticall, minded Warsaw

intelligentzra, nobticed that the campaign found laittle or no

24 ALtraushar. "Proes wiel1" (1889), Glos Gmany 2
Warszawsa 1 (1978, p.ll., as guoted b, A.Eizenbach,
a8l

25)  J.lelewel, "Sprawa Zy;dowsla w 1859, w li1dcie do Ludwil s
Merzshacha rozwazana'. Foonah 1860



recsponse among her friends (24). On the whole. however, the
leaders of the campalgn. as well asz the attitudes they ev—

prezsed enjoyed solid support in FPolish public opinion.

A ma,or =hift 1n favouwr of the Jews occurred first 1n
1960, when the gquestion of Jewish support for Folish aspira-
{iane  for independence became a ma,yor political 1ssue. Imi-
chowsta"s letters 1llustrate the perception of Jews as  po—
tential allies of the Folish cause:

I owszem, proyonage, o ta oboca warstwa sclodliwg

jest dla nas, fe si1e bogaci gdy my ubocie,emy. e

srachruye, speluluye a proede wsoystlim  oyshbuyes

Tawsre sednal musimy proysrnad, fe sest to siia.

galo rad sile prozty roomum polityvozny  wshartuse,

leple, mied za soba n1d proeciw sobie (27).

AYeo, I admnit thab thiz foresign element 18 harmful

Lo uwus, that a1t enriches 1tseld while we become

more and more impoverished, thabt 1t cheats, specu-

latwe and above all profits. Put we must neverthe—

less  aclnowledge thabt 1t 12 a force which ele—

mentary political good sense tellz us 1L 13 better

to have on our side rather than against us./

Democrats  lile Imichowsle claimed that only a fair attituds
to  the Jews. lncluding suvpport of Lheir demand for egual
Fights, would guarantee thetr parbticipation in the struggle
for the liberation of Fouland. The growing separatizt tenden-

cies 1n tho bingdom of Poland tuwrned the “"Jewtsh war" almost

overnight into the euphaoria of "Folish~Jewich brotherhood".

In Galicia, then under AQustrian rule, another contro-

271 N.Zmichowsta, ap.t1t., p.122, emphasis mine.
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varsy eruphted, in 1859, over the Jews, though without any
tonnection  to  what was going on 1n Russian Foland. As  an
Ruzzian Foland, conservatives came out against changes 1n
the status of the Jews. This controversy sherpened because
of a proposal, made by the government in 1860, for political
reformz  an Galicia. For a variety of sociological and poli-
tical reasons new attitudes arising 1n Warsaw reached Gali-
cran  public opinion with some delay and 1in a considerably
waal gned form. M.Batucli, a young Galician wriker, himself a
fairly radical supporter of the insurrectionary movement in
the Fingdom of Foland, gave the following account of the

mood 1in the middle of 18&1:

0 Zydach diugie byty dysputy. Jedni sa -a.  1nnl
proeciw  rownouprawnieniu Zyddw. Dzid nawet., gdy
opinia prechylita sig na Porzyad Zyddw, tys1gce—
bym nalicoyr, ttdrych to uprewnienie inlbomodu,e 2
uwaza g, je ,elo chwilowe malum necessarium (2B).

There have been long discussions about Jews. Some
are for, others against equal rights for the Jews.
But even today when public opinion has shifted in
favour of the Jews I could count thousands who are
not  comfortable with the i1dea of equal righlbts and
who regard 1t as a temporary necessary evil.

28) Yprdion /M.Ba¥ucli/ "Nasze grzechy” in Ciykelrniz_ dla
miodoieiy., 26 (18&81), pp.210-011
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III. THE 18%50s: TRENDS IN THE LITERARY FORTRAYALS OF JEWS.

Depictions of the Jewish world clearly reflected the
transitory character of the 1830s. While the traditional
1mage continued to predominate. a new stereotype of the Jew
began to emerge 1n Folish literature. In the romantic tradi-
ti1on the Jew Lypically reprezented the economic element 1n
the li1fe of Foland s landed nobility. The relationship be-
tween the landlord and his Jewish tavern—|eepers and credi-
tors, loval or disloyal to the nobleman i1n managing his fi-
nances o dealing with hie peasants. remained the single

most comman “"Jewish' theme (29).

I+ this approach mirrored the prevailing feudal pat-
tern of the Folish—-Jewish encounter., the second emphasised
the Jews’ lint 1o the expanding capitalist economy along
with the modernization of thelr way of life. Witers focused
on the wpward mobility of the assimilating stratum of Jewish
society and 1ts increasingly visible passeage 1nto the Folish
world. While romantic literature dealt with the traditional
Jew, 1ts more realistic successor stressed the growing cul-
tural and social differentration of Jewish society. Yet Jews

as a social group were ncreasingly treated as a distinct

29) See M.0Opalsli, Th

T beeper_and bhis_ Tavern
pn_Nineteenth-Century .

&
f Jerusalem 1986
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organism pursuing 1t own pelitical and economic strategles.

The anachronistic szterectype of Jewish figures and of
si1tuations 1n which they appeared i1n the romantic tradition
was First observed by J.Il.traszewsti 1n 1847, Unusually
sensitive to new cultural trends, lbrastewsli contrasted the

monotony of literary depictions with the picturesque rich-

nesg of real Jewish life. In Lat crarnoltsies! s (The

magic lantern, 1847) he called for more realism 1n depicting

contemporary social life, i1ncluding Jewish society.

Dlacrego opisuyac 2yda, tontentu,a, =s1§ wszyscy
rawiesranliem pesséw 1 brody. natofeniem sarmutla
(..) wawsze jednal owo, jednostasnie malu,ac tal
petne rocmaitoscl 1 charal teru Zydowstwo nasce. Sg
Ivdzr 1 Zydzt a jedn: do drugich j;al niebo do cie—
m1 niepodobni (T70),

JWhy. 1 o depicting a Jew. do writers content them—
gelves with hanging on beerds and sidelocls and
putting a yvarmulle on the Jew’ s head. portraying
always 1n the same way and with the same monotony
our Jewry, s diverse and full of character. There
are Jews and there are Jews, as different as earth
and slvy./

brascewshis  "Historia Herszla"., included in Latarnia Crar—
notsigsta. & pilcturesgue story of a Jewish smuggler whose
wife runs away with a nobleman, translated into literary
practice lrascewstl’s desire to breal with the dominating
convention by providing bthe reader with a "photograph" of

Jewish life. bhraszewsli's theoretical remar!s, however,

passed over 1n silence the predominantly negative or comical

0y Jl.lltrasrewsti, ggggtglg_ggggggi§l§§Lg (18471,  }ral dw
1?78, I, p.219.
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features attributed to Jews 1n pre-1867 fiction, a fact acl-
nowledged by some contemporary intellectuals. Newer histori-
cal research confirms that 19th century writers were aware
of  that negative image but held divergent views on how to
interpret 1t (T1). Waleria Marrens, the first Folish writer
to deal systematically with the literary perception of the
Jew, characterized his prevailing image in pre-Fositivistaic

literatwe 1n the following manner:

Frrez diugl srereg lat ,edli u nas Zyd wechodzit do
literactiego utworu, reprezentowal orn jedynie
prerwiastel =ty, lub tomiczny. Od te; regutry nali-
Lrymy zaledwie pare wyjatbow. (..) A poniewai po-
wiescliopisarse nasi malowal: J%_/ludnaéd ﬁydﬂWEl%
- M.D./ gidwnie w stosuntu do chrredcian. doiwid
g1g nNie mozna, 132 wprowadsal: ja do swych utwordw
pod postacia, fal tordw, oszustow, lichwiarzy. covla
prredstawialyr 54 w roli w jali1e; nascogdcie, wys-—
Lgpuje wrgledme do ogdtu. Rola to byra albo mal-
cremna albo dmiestna ele cawsse upolarza;aca. (..)
Tym spozobem pirdmiennictwo, camiast ragodoicd, po-
wiglsrato wra,emne rozdrazniente, 4 to btem bar-
driey. e w shutel upadiu dobrobytu  Pra;owego,
twestre finansowe zysliwaely coraz wiglere prawo
nbywatelstwa w powiesci. a = tego powodu Izraelica
pojawiali  s1g na lartach Isigzel tem credcie;, 1m
bardoie, powiedd stawa¥e zie odbiciem Zycia 1 na-
hierata barw realnych (S5O0).

fFor many vears a Jew appearing in & literary worl
represented, with very few enxceptions, the nega-
tive or the comical element. (..) Our writers de-—
procted Jewish society maanly 1n 1ts  relationship
to the Christians. Not suwrprisingly., then. Jewish
middlemen, chests and monevlenders were i1ntroduced
as representatives of the Jewish population. Fort-
raying the Jews 1n the standard role which they
played in relalion to the non-Jdewish world. the
literature presented this role as e1ther base ar
comical . but 1nvariably humiliating. (..} In that
way Fiction exacerbated mutual i1rritation instead
of defusing 1t. After the country's prosperity
decreased and the discussion of financial matters
gradually came to be accepted 1n belless lettres.
the Jewish characters appeared more frequentls.
The frequency of these appearences was the great-
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er, the more realictically the novel mirrored real
litfe.

In her essays published by Tygodnit Ilustrowany in 1879
Marreng not only noticed the negstive sterectype of the Jew
rooted 1in the clazszicist and romantic traditions but  tried
to euxplain 1t 1in terms of the prevailing pattern of the Fo-
lish~Jewish encounter. This pattern. according to Marrené,
exposed the Foles to the least attractive elements of Jawl sh
spcrety. the more positive features of which remained hidden
from Folish eyes. Marrené did nol guestion the legitimacy of
this perception. At the same Lime. however., she oorrectly
observed the i1ncreasing visibility of the Jews 1n contempo-
rary Folish literature and linted this growing visibilaity to
the expansion of the caplialist economy on the one hand, and

to changing literary trends on the other.

The 1mpact of these combined factors expreszed Lthself

in  the confusion swrounding the Jew s place 1n the social
1 Such opinions were expressed by Warszaw Jewilsh aszsimila-
ti1onists centered around D.Neufeld s Jubrzenlsa in Lhe 138&0sz,
AJbraushar’s account of a discussion on the 1mage of the Jew
in contemporary literature guotes M.Jastrow as defending the
legitimacy of the negative perception. | raushar hinseld sve-—
luated pre—-1867 portravals of Jews as negative. an  opipion
he shared with some other Folish writers. A.Fraushar, "“Wspo-
mnienia. |artla 2 medawne; proeszlosci”,. 1n berasla _ julda-
leuszowa _dla__uczuzenia precdiiesiecioletmie,  diiatalpnoscy
J.l.lrascewstiegg. Warscawa 1880, p.E08: W.Marrené, "l westia
Zydowsla w powiedcy spolcresne;". Tygodnel Ilustrowany 199
(1879), p.287s H.uGalle, “"Iydoi w belletrystyce doisie,s-ey”,
in Bibliotela Warstowsla, 1 (1905, pp.178-1%0. See also
R.Crepulis, op.cit., pp. 275-780

T2 W.Marrené, "hwesktia zydowsta w powiedct sphrocresne,", 1n
Tygodnal Ilustrowany. 199 (1879), p.252
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structure, a confusion thab intensified 28 the Jewish guest
for improved social status grew stronger. Signs of diversi-—
fication 1n Jewish themes tm literature appearcod sporadical-
ly 31m  the 1840s. For instance. a number of declogically
diverse authors (77 dealt with the guestion of i1nkermar—
riage. a theme that became one of the most freguently trea-—

ted “Jewish" themes 1n the post-18607 period (74). A1l of

o

them discussed & possible match between a FPole of noble an-
cestry and a totally assimilated, well-to—-do and sympathetic
convert to Christianity. or between Chrastian—born children
of converted Jewish parenkts. One of these characters., & ta-
lented and rich physician "with a noble facial eupression’

an "honest Christian”" hardly identifrable as a Jew, zent Lhe
daughter of a banlrupt aristocral a ring with a golden effi-
gy of Christ (25). Although -— characteristically enough -—-
none of these love stories ended happil /0 the massive 1ntro-
duction of the intermarriage thems in this sociologicel con-

tent reflected mazor changes 1n the Folish—Jdewish encounter,

The number of Jewish cheracterzs de.iating from the ste-
reotypical figure with varmulle and sideloctsz continued to
grow rapidly in the two decade: preceding the January wupri-

sing. J.l.brastewslits Bfainy (1846) introduced the highl,

v e s o oA e 444 MRS SO S Sebas Sgsn st Saoes Fes ek st Sy BAste Srem Mk Seekt saris Sasre Shakt Satat Maame b Hreim Sores Sovet e Surme Boem vesed Seom Se

o A.Wrllofsty,  Bzlgheiny niezna;
niowsll Zydzoy (18470 I.Hotowins! i,

" {18477 Jd.t arce—-
bqu (1847,

A.Willohstli, §
&

)
tl1. V. Foznah 18 107 ~157
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idealized figure of a Jewish painter whose arrival in Wilne
caused & sensation 1n the city's artistic community.
- Zwel malarz' rzelt Jan 2 podriwem. Cod doilwnegao w
1stocie!
-~ Zaprawde. niepospolite T awislo! {78
/= A Jewish painter' za21d Jan 1kl admiration.

Something strange i1ndeed!
~ Indeed, an uncommon phenomenon'/

In J.torzeniowsti’s novel Follolacsa (1847)  an important
role 18 plaved by a voung Jew, Szloma, the Folish-educated
son of a well-lnown Jewrsh physician. Szloma. & graduate of
the prestigious Liceum lrrzemienieclie, 18 presented 23 a
highly gifted, sensitive man., constantly Lorn between
"higher 1nstincts” and the fatalism of his "Jewish nature".
The 1dentification of the latter with capitalistic wvalues
18 repeatedly emphasized in the novel. His "Jewish nature”™,
for instance, prevarled over "higher {forms®
w  sposobiE wyralania sig coysta, polsDooving., W
grzecanogci 1 stroju (7))
fin his way of spealing a perfeckt Folish, 1n his
manners and clothing/
and, fimally. in Szloma’s decision to return to the trady-~

tionally Jewish tavern-leeping business and male his livaing

as a tavern-leeper and a rich eslate-owner’z middleman.

=7) Jutorzeniowshbi. bollolacia. 1n Dozetra wybrane., I. traldw
1994, p.227. For the discussion of tollolac;a from the point
of view of conflict between capitalistic and pre-capitalis-—

tic values, s=e M.Opalsli, op.cit., pp. 42-44
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Among a number of Jewish characters appearing 1n J.l o-
rzeniowsti's early play Zydey (The Jews. 1847), the writer
introduces a young Christian—born landowner. His frezhly
acquired aristocratic title and considerable fortune male
him the objeck of cynical matrimonial intrigues 1n an aris-
tocratic environment. Fully aware of being manipulated. Ba-
ron Irajewicr eupresses bibterness about the ambiguity of
his s=mocial status. Rejsected by a noble girl whose hand he
wag encouraged to seel, he accepts his defeat with “dig-
nity”. Although the Jews in torceniowslhi s Iydol appear as
predominantly positive characters, the title of the play
i1llustrates the perception of the enpanding capitalist men—
tality as "judaization® of Polish life. The play., highly
critical of the money—obsessed VYolhynian nobilitys. presents
the Poles as more "Jewish" than the Jews. The meaning of Lthe
title appeared clear to contemporary critice, including the
most democratically-minded of them, Edward Dembows! 1. In his
positive evaluation of lorzeniowsli's comedy., Dembowshi

wrote:

/torzeniowsl i/ wystawia mistriowslo szachrasstwa
magnatdw wolyidstich, ttdryech dla i1ch niecnoge:
Ssydami nazywa (T8).,

{torzenliowsl1l) presents in a masterly manner the
swindles of the Volhyrnian magnates whom he calls
Jews for their 1gnoble deeds. ./

Individual departures from the traditionally Jewish WA,

of life continued to attract Folish attention in the 1850,
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giving birth to a gallery of i1ncressingly accultureted Jew-

1sh characters. In J.l.trassews!i1's Jarmpta (183&6). for

instance, a rich Jewish tavern—leeper 1n Eastern Foland

os nabity 1 waznosd swo,ego poloie-
rowat_zaczynat na more ng’ (I9).

-+
e ord

czu,ge sl r
nia., powolyl che

/having filled his purse and feeling the i1mpor-

tance of his condition, slowly began to suffer

from lordly pretensions. ./
Among the characteristic symptoms of the Jew' s "siclness”
was his large, recently built tavern., whose architectural
features and 1nterior decor are clearly reminiscent of a
typircal nobleman’s manor. In L.W.Ancoye 8 FElisacy (The
Raf tsmen, 18553) both of the play ¢ Galician—-Jewish charac-
ters deviate from the traditional stereotype of a rural Jew.
The acculturation of the more conservative of them, Chaim,
1g symbolized by & red umbrella that he wears with hig tra-
ditional blacl dress. The pitileszsly ridiculed cultural am-~
bitions of the second Jew 1n the play, Edelsztein. reach much
farther. They include attending theatre and opera., subscrib-
ing to Viennese newspapers and art periodicals. reading the
Folish-language Ciaz. playving the violan., having affairs
with women from various social strata and., generall y speal -
1ng. pursuing the way of life characteristic of a well-to-do

Folish nobleman. Edelstein, & rich wheat trader and former

tavern—lLeeper, 1s  presented in Anczyos play as a blac-

remiennictwo polsbie w_zarysie. 1845 p.

{185&) . Wroclaw 1948, p.4%
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Imailer trying to obtain sexual favors from a debt-ridden
peasant girl. His Folish, full of misused and mispronounced
foreign words and grammatical errors, a language of repul-

sive ugliness, plays an i1mportant role i1n portraying him as

a negative character.

In the novel Fowredd bez_tyiutu (A novel without title,
1852-4), J.l.lraszewsli traces a complex and unbiased por-
traval of a well-to-do Wilna Jewish family. whose three ge-—
nerations represent three different cultural worlds. Love
for a Fole i1nvolves 1ts yvoungest member, Sara., a girl of
extraordinary beauty and great spiritual richness, i a
conflict of loyalties, and forces her to male radical cultu-
ral choices. Having liberated herzelf from her conservative
environment, far away from her hometown, Sara males a spec—
tacular career as an actress. This success, however, does
not breal Sara’s fairthfulness to her Polish lover. Sacrific—

ing her own happiness, Sara chooses to save him  bhe pain

which would inevitably follow from a mixed marriage.

In Metamorfozy {(Transformations., 1858) Fraszewsty: tells
the story of a competition between an i1dealistic, religious-—
ly- inspired Folish physician and a unscrupulous., money-—
minded Jewish doctor. The ethically unacceptable methods of
the latter destroy the professional life of the Fole. Ang-
ther Jewish doctor with a recently Folonized name appears 1in
J.Farzeniowshi s Hgyg_ggﬂgng; oryginala (New wanderings of

an eccentric, 1858). The moral insensitivity of this good-
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-looking man is revealed both by his aggressive courtship of
his aristocratic patient’s wife and by deliberate negligence
which hastens the death of the sick. Unlike his two col-
leagues, the previously mentioned Jewish doctor in A.Wilkord-
ski’s Szlachetny nieznaiomy (The noble unknown) represents

the highest moral standards.

These and other similar Jews, the first generation of
emancipated Jews to appear in Folish fiction, are marked by
another common feature: their special connection with Germa-
ny and their receptivity to German culture. It is no coinci-
dence, of course, that Fraszewski’' s Folish-born painter grew
up and received his education in Hambwurg nor that Sara’s
theatre caresr could be traced back to Rerlin. Anczyc™ s pre—
tentious wheat trader dreams of leaving behind "barbaric
Galicia" and settling inm Vienna. Eollokacia s Szloma, while
strongly influenced by the life style of his aristocratic
classmates, read Lessing's Nathan der Weise at home. More
often indirectly than directly, the literary images link the
German Haskalah movement to the motivations of Folish Jews

in their emancipation.

The literature of the 18%50s recorded, in addition to
individual attempts by Jews to break away from the ghetto,
another important development: the rise of a rich, secular
and assimilated Jewish bourgecisie. Literary portrayals of

this new elite soon became a major "Jewish” theme of Folish
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fiction. The first depictions of this milieu appeared at the

{47]

very beginning of the decade (J.Il.ltraszewsl1’ s Dwa__dwiaby

(Two worlds, 1851), J.Forzeniowstl’s mgug_yggﬁéwLL_QEZQLDéié
(1851)), at a time when the Jewish banler s status as a vil-
lain was solidly established i1n Folish fiction (40). They
becameg more common from the middle of the 1850s onward with
the publication of novels such as trascewshl™ s Metamorfooy
(1838) and Choroby _wietu (The diseaszes of the century.
1836), ltorzeniowsli’s Lrewn) (The relatives. 1854)  and
J.U.Niemcewrcz’s Rpl _U050 (The year T3057. 18388). worls that
introduced the Jewish bouwrgeoisie as a standard element of

the social landscape portrayed 1n literature.

These novels articulated, on the one hand, the accumu-
lating resentment which the accomplishments of this highly
visible group generated in variouws strata of Folish socieby.
On the other hand, they betrayed precccupation with the up-
ward mobility of Jews i1n general. Thisz concern {ound 1ts
characteristic reflection in expressions such as "2yd sIe e
more,ne", referring to a Jew whose modern urban "elegance"
distinguished him from his more traditional coreligionist,
and “chorowad na more;ne", meaning "suwffering from eraggera-
ted lordly ambitions". Jermota’s tavern—leeper 1s not alone
among the previously discussed characters to be described by
one or both of these expressions (41). Both these and mairy
similar terms entered the mid-century Polish vocabulary:
they applied sclusively to Jews, The popularity of

40) R.Crepulis, op.cit.. p. 258
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J.U.Niemcewicz s Rok _3IT20 (1838) and 1mages such as the dre-
matic description of Warsaw s Ogrod Sasli (Saxony Garden)
being "invaded" by the Jewish public 1n a “tale over" which
15 compared to the biblical siege and fall of Jericho (42)
indicate  tho tncreased "pushiness" of Jews 1n  contemporary
perception. However., by associating Lthis characteristic with
a Fairly large stratum of Jewish society. with groups far
siceeding the narrow assimilated elite, Folish writers tend-
2 to esaggerate 1ts extent and distort ttbts natwre. In fact,

1n btimes of accelerated social change the upward mobility of

Jews attracted more attention than that of any other group.

The debate on assimilation that followed the emergence
of an 1ncreasingly Foloniced Jewish elite coincided with the
rernewal of interest in Franlism., Literary portrayvals of va-

riouws  converts bto Christianity often 1ncluded bthose whose

Jewish origin - as 1n the case of the doctor 1n Willodsli™s
Sclxehebny  _nigznaomy —— cowld be guessed from the slightly
"oritental" featuwres of the "upper parkts of the face" alone.

The main characters in Choroby _wiglu. for instance, were

Christian estate-owners of vaguel y Jewilish ancestry.

41) The 1importance of their sociological connotations i1s
hest 1llustrated by the first depiction of tollolacia ™ s
Szlomas "Blizey bu drowiom stal Scloma brremienicl 1. §glgma
byt Zyd edulowany 1 stejne morene.” J.lorzeniowshi, op.tc1t.
p.227y /Closer to the door stood Scloma brremieniecti. S-lo-
ma was an educated and sfejne moresne (type of) Jew./

ce t obrazli. Fiziologia Sasliego Ogrodu. Warszawa
£ rod
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Edg ,eden racnoy wiedried o pochodzeniu pana  Dem-
bora, nazwislo niby nasre. o brwi 1 rodoime 1
przesztogcy ich, rofnte ludoie mowig. Jedni, proy-=
Ftadajac rele do twarzy 1 wslzu,ac miby 1zraelsl g
brodge. s-epcq 0 serozolimshie; genealogii, drudoy
gtosnie; 1 dAmiele; mdw1ﬁ,n driadziuniy  ltupcu W
najblifszym wo,ewddslim miedcie, 1MMl CcZarno  na
biatym proelonuya. ze go potwierdzita heroldia &
nawet data m armesn parlantes Demboroga (47).

/God onl, Inows the real origins of Mr.Dembor. His
rame has 2 native ring but opinions differ as Lo
the family’ s ancestry and past. Some people railse
their hands bto their faces 1n a gesture alluding
to something lile an Israelite beard and whisper
of Dembor's Jerusalemite genealogy. Others tall —-
louder and more rescolutely —-— of his grandfather,
presumably & merchant in the nearby town. You can
also hear asswrances that evidence of Dembor’s
membership 1n  the mnoblility can be found 1n  the
armarial , and even accorded him the coat of arms
of Dembordg./

But while }rascewstll remained ambiguous on the question
of Dembor = Jewish descent, discussing 1t i1n terms of gossip
rather than genealogical evidence, the "Jewishness" of Dem—
bor s ethos appeared az a fact established beyond any doubt.
Dezpite his uwnigque qualities as exemplary ocitizen. | now-
ledgeable agronomist and gifted administrator, Jan Dembor
was the souwrce of contamination, infected with the "di-
seases"” to which trascewsli s tikle refers. The main symp-
toms of the "disease of the century”. that UWest Euwropean
virusg which spread through the wurban and mostly non-Folish
ethnic element. were materialism, soulless practicality and
-— generally spealing —- the new mapitalist lifestyle. The
very sight of Dembor™s prosperous, geometrical villages.,
with their carefully measured and numbered lots, their i1den-

47 J.l.btrascewslil, Choroby wie
Lwhw 1874, I, p.15
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tical fences and solidly built houses, represented 1n b ra—

L]

srewsll's eyes foreign influences. as did the alienation of

their i1nhabitants.

Mie pozanas: |razu swego w tym zghatlu tal proerobionym
1 wrzadoonym 2 cudsoziemstal (44)

Youw wontt  recognize youwr country in these places so
transformed and arranged 1n a foreign fashion/

Mowy Zywot raspalajal wprawdsmie ich  /mieszhancow -
M.0O./ clelesne potrzeby, ale 1ch ochladzal, ucoyt ego-
17mu,  mater jalizowal, wystudral 1 ogatacal - ucoucia,
odzierat = poes,i. Fomnad nie byro moina w tych zniem-
crratlych 1 sprotestanciatych chioplach 1 sclachcie weso-
Tych ‘tmiec: 1 zamasoystych czynstownit dw  nascych.  a
pandw Lraci.. wsavstho to po fydowslu modwilto tyllo o
grossu, pedrito za oysliem, $nito o zarablu, obawialto
s1g straty wigce; nii grzechu... (45)

/Though the new life satisfied (the inhabitants™) bodi-
ly needs, 1t stripped them of their human warmth.
taught them egoism and materialism, devastated their
emational 1ife and made them prosaic. You wouldn™t re-
cognizse 1n these germanized and protestanticed wvilla-
gers and petty gentry ow joyful peasants and our fel-
low brothers {(1.e. members of nobility)., the petty nob-
lemen full of character. In a truly Jewish fashion they
tall ed only of money, ran after profit, dreamed of
gains. antd feared losses more than they feared sin./

Frazsrewsl 1t was not alone 1n associating the capitalist
transformations 1n Folish society. including the growing
power of money, with the i1rreversible destruction of the old

world. In

10

- = —

Y
horoby wielw., Wiscrory _wolvdsiie (Volhynian

evenings, 183%9)., Metamorfozy and other writings of that

2 R e I e o S8 22

period he obsessively depicts the vanishing of the old civi~

Tization 1in cataslrophic terms (46). In Choroby wielu even

the birds and wildflowersz shun Jan Dembor's inmhumarn wille-

44) and 43) J.l.trastewsli, op. cit., pp. 11 and 45-44
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ges, potted plants perish for lacl of human warmth i1n the
windows of his elegant residence, Dembor s face 1s frozen
and "lifeless" lile i1ce, while the theme of dying recurs

constantly 1n trascewshi's comparizons and metaphors (47).

traszewst 1 perceived the Jews —— and precisely the most
madernized strata of Jewish society -— not only as a force
rising on the ruins of the old world (whose fall 1t accele-~
rated) but aleo as one which successfully i1mposed 1ts  own

values upon BEuropean culture,

Rxel itbyd Ze ta ludslodd cata osctalata, ce ;4
chwycita jal ad choroba rarafliwa, j;alas goracscla 1
MaN3&8... O NICIym Nie moéwlig. nie siuchasg. na nic
nie patrza, précz grosza. (..) obrazydliwoge uczutem
dla tego tlumu nawrdconego przez Iorasl na wiare
fydowst A 1 zycie Iydowstie.. Nie moina tego mazwad
inacze,r — speinity sig prrepowiedmie. proyssto
rdlestwe I-fraela 1 banlier zostat parnem swiata.
{..} Btara Europa. peina relilwl; Zycia cgasiego,
Fadrnega nie ma cwiashu o ota nowg, Ftora ne e,
aruzowl sl u boctuye jab nardd provbysDdw. (L) FPei-
no grobdw postaci olbrzyvmich, sdobyweocdw, bohate-
i m%c:ennlléwq éw1Qtych, a wnulil 1ch wsoyscya...
aydol. Jedno sest tyllo co ten Zwiat rozdoiela na
dwa olbrzymie pololemnia, wybitnie si1g od siebie
rodfntare,  sedno jal Zyd w doroblu slapy obrozydli-
wie 1  brudno. drugie jal Iyd bogaty nadyma sieg,
Lxywa, zhytluye 1 popirsue sdobycog (48).

AYou would thant manlaind has gone crazy. caught by
a contagious disease, some lind of fever or ma-
Mid... Thece pecople don t discuss. don™t listen
44) A discussion of this vision 1n traszewsli's Wieczory
zbi1e (185%) may be found i1n W.Danel, "traszewsliego
droga  do pisania Rachunbdw", Famigtnil Literascl: 1 (19%54),

pp. 27-T05 far rascewst1's view of the Jewish role 1n this
process see also A.Eisenbach. bwestia_rdwnouprawnienia Zyddw
W trdlestwie Folslim., Warszawa 1971 pp. D67-065

inben anett 420me roen S840 sk $eate s03ae et MR et $oLnS SeRae $oava Femn beman Srir? Smrmm St N Al Shiee Shass TS dmede TANE? MO S e Ve PO v R 4VRA Seabe Besee Sbvas Samas bena

47y ltrascewsbi s novel was dedicated to "the memory of our
unpractical fathers as a modest cross on their grave“,
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to., don't carse about anything other tham money.
{..) The sight of these crowds converted by Tsrael
bt the Jewish faith and Jewish way of life, dis-
gusted me. We have to face 1t: the prophecies have
come  true, the tingdom of Israel has arrived and
the Lbanler has become the master of the world. The
old Europe, full of relics of an extinguished way
of  lite., has no connection with that new one,
whichh == lile a tribe of uprooted newcomers -—-
leads & nomadic life on the ruins of the old
world. (.. Tombs of girgantic personalities are
evarywhere, tombz of conquerors. heroes, martyrs
and saints but all of their grandchildren are
Jews., Thers 13 just one thing that divides this
human world into two gigantic tribes, substantial-
1y different From each other. The first., lile a
Jew bhefore he gets rich, scrimps disgustingly and
girtily. The second, lile a rich Jew., puffs i1tself
WP lives 1n luxury and proudl y displays 1bs  ri-
ches./

Buch 1deas were echoed even by writers who, lile J.to-
rreniowstly -~ commonly considernesd a forerunner of Folaish
Fosi1tivism -- showed a considerable understanding of econo-
mic matbers. Although the i1deals torreniowsty  advocated
couwlad hardly be defined as a defence of capitalist values
(4%9), his response to capitalisht changes was more differen-—
tiated 1han that of Vrascewsli. But esven i borceniowslits
eyes  bthe Jews represented "masy" money,. the morally ambi-

guous weallh genersted by unproductive financial operations.

The opposition between money created by productive and
by unproductive labouwr provides the plot structure for +o-

raeniowskltes  version of the medieval Twardowshi legend. The

agy J.Il.lrasrewst i, Metamorfozy. Lwow 1874, pp.18-1@
49) As J.Bachdrz notesz, 1n torzemowsli sz novels income £rom
an  i1deal, wastelessly run landed estate does not generally
eucead thal of last year. J.Bachdrz, op.cit.. pp. T5-7&.
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considered to be bthe prototype of the roman_a_
lish literature), recounts the adventures of a nobleman who
according  to the myth sold his goul to the devil. In torze-
niowsti's wversion Twardowsli returns bhome from Hell on a
recrulttment assignment for s master. Constantly changing
identities, Twardows! 1 evpoases his victims to the temptabion

of "lelt:r prenitado” {(easy money). Only the few righteocus one

who resist the temphtetion are saved from disaster.

In this content Twardowsli’ =z freguent connection  with
the Jews 1s hardly & matter of coincidence. In two of the
»tory s epirsodes Twardowsl 1 appears in the guise of a Jew.
In the firsl case, assuming the i1dentity of a Jewish cornvert
to Chraigtianitbty and a moneylender., he talls a young cgler!
into borrowing monsy, thus mamipulating bthe young man o mis-
placed social ambitions and encouwraging his foolish hopes
for 1nheritance. In the sscond case he appears as @ “iyd
moeane  moregne', on oelegantly dressed wheat merchant with a
surprising tnowledge of contemporary French novels. Hig mig-
zaion this time te to Lall a nobleman into lidnapping a beauw-—
ti1ful  but poor girl to whom the nobleman 1¢ attracted. The
Jew encowages him tao enyoy the girl without marrying her.
while leeping open the prospect of maling "easy money" by
claiming a substantial dowry from someone else. In the third
episode a Jewish jeweler eagerly succumbs to Twardowsli' s
blandishments., abandoning his honest profession and engaging

in moneylending. In the last "Jewish" episode Twardows):
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lures a traveler into a Jewish tavern to play cards, vyet
another source of "easy money". In Lhree out of these four
cases Twardowsll1's complete success ts followed by financral

ruin and the resulting swicide of the victim.

Contempt for "easy money" 1s also apparent 1n Porze-—
miowsl1"s portrayal of the Warsaw Jewish bowgeolsie 1N
trewni. The novel recounts the lTife stories of two brothers
brouwght up  1n stribingly different milieus. The older of
ihem, Fugeniusz, grows up among aristocrats. developing --
besi1de enaggersakbed social ambitions -— a distacste for the
"zimple" pursuil bt characteristic of the lower social strata.
Fugenius: guictl,y suocounhs to the hemptation of Lhe 'easy
life” by accepting worl as secretary btz a Jewish banler. His
yaunger  brother and torzeniowsli’s apol csman, Tgrnacy, f+al -
lows a different path. By becoming & carpenter the hardwor) -
ing young man chooses a haighly original career for an  im—
poverished young man of noble ancestry. Unlaite the older
brother, Ignacy shuns any contact wibkh the Jewish plulocracy
az soc1all, and morally improper. His resentment of thais
group  as & whole intensifies ofbter he discovers Lhat hies
aunt 18 the mistress of Raron Geldson, Eugieniuss s em-

plover.

Geldzon., & millionaire. spclen of disrespectfull, even
by hisz own servants, 1s presented as an arrogant and  .e1nm
nouwveauw riche. Another Jewish banler im the no.el, Ditusia

—— & former "Zydel = Ditusza" /a little Jew from Olbusz,) ——
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15 portrayed in a more posittive light. In contrast to Geld-
%0Mn. 0Ollusli mal es no attempt to hide his humble beginnings
as a shop assistant and generousl; supports the proteges of
his noble acqguaintances. An old residence 1n the outslirts
of Warsaw, which the banl - purchaszed from & ruined nobla-
man., provides a gathering place for the cit,; s Jewish elite.

Olbhusta, whose bad tazte and preccoupation with everysthing

i

"golden" border on caricature. install a shaooting gallery

in  the gardens surrounding the manor. There, 1 the shadow
of lindens recalling the past glory of Folish aristocracy.
Ythe entire synagogus" (including 1ts numerous Christian
members) practice shooting i1n an effort to overcome theilr

atavistic fear of firearms.

Inttiall , the s=spoiled "aristocratic" brother sees no
maor obectionz to worling for a Jew and socializing with
hiz friends. Increasinglsy. howe.er, the feeling of aliena-

tion and social degradation, draws him closer to Ignacy.

Eugeniusr (..} siedzial w lacie larety Geldsona 1
myslat o swym polozeniu. Driwny ol 18 ogarnat go
smnutel . Byl on prawie jeden w tey lompanii., tat
rodine; od wsDystllego co lubit 1 do crego proyv-
wyld. {ea) Couwd on s1g tem zsupelnie obocym 31 magdy
gtegbie; nie coul e o tych sfer /ar,ztolratvesz-
rnych/ gdoie Irdlowata pirglnogd. gdoie go ctacoata
niestonczonodd, spadt do jalie;d ciemne; i1zobs,
petne; welslow 1 ztota. zalratowane; 1 & Zelarn,m:
drzwiami, gdzie go olradyly osoby o malenl im ser-
cem & wiellg lieszenig. dla | tdrvech na riem: nle
byto innego celu yal oysb, 1nne; litery jab o fra,
innege  Foge sab mamons. A chocral 1 pomigds, nima
widziatl uwczciwych 1 dobrych, chetnych do proystagr
1 giadlich w obejdoiu, @le ogdt ten razil go proe-
sadsg,  zbhytlu, nle:mlernatprdzno$c1q:we wazy=zhktim,
pretens;a  pelna smiezznoscl @ niewtradciwego nad-
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stawrania sie, nade wszystio rAad bral tem supaingm
podile=ienia 1 do alichd wyiszych celdw Zycia, do
my$l:i odlatusgecych ed ziemi, do | boryclh potrzebne
za s}rzydia, salich ¢ bantocetl: zlepid mie mozna.
To uwagt dalty mu ncoucie jal tegod gighol tego poni-
SENLA. {..) Cogsto BEugentusr pracuac W lantorze
Geldsona, stysrge tyllo brogl srebes 1 ben szwar-
got miemec! oirraelsti, ltdrego Led/mmym  celem,
treéc1@ 1 dusza byt preniads, wshroasael sig w o swo-
i@y srlachtne, 1 wyzsrey naturce 1 przychodzit do
podobnych nad sobsg 1 droga, swo,a reflels;1." (M
FEUgenius: {..) sat in the corrner of bLeldson'™s
carriaege and thought over his situstion. A ztrange
sadness f11led him. He was almaost alone 1n bthas
company (1.e. the only non-Jew!, o different from
everything he liled and to which he was accustomed
(va) He felt completely alienated and never res-
lized more clearly that from those spheres (1.&.
arisbtocratic society) devoted to the higher 1deals
of  beauty and eternity bhe had fallen 1nto some
Find of darl cellar full of gold and banl notes, o
cellar with grated windows and iron doors, where
he was surrounded by people with tiny hearts  bub
large poclets. They lnew rno goals other than pro-—
fi1t, no letters other than numbers, no Gmd  obher
tharn Mammon. And though he met among them Some
good-hearted, well-mannersed, hglpful and honest
people, the majority repelled ham by their exces-
sive Lwiwry. thewr limitlessz caniby, bheir comicsl
pretentions  and i1mproper manners, Above all, how-
aver, they repelled him by thsir complele lact of
higher aspirations in life and of thoughts capaebls
of detaching themselvesz {from  the sarth. Such
thoughts needed wings which could not be replaced
by bant notes. These reflections fi1lled him wikh a
feeling of deep humiliation. {(..) Worling i1n Geld-
son o office. Eugeniusr often listened o the ring
af gold and to that Germanc-Israslite Labbering
whosa only goal, content and sonl was money. This
made Eugeniuss thinl aboutbt his li1fe and the path
he had chosen —— and he shivered 1 his noble and
Migher nature./

Fugemiusz's final breal with Beldzon and his miliew 1=
presented by ltorzemiowsty as Ignacy s well- deserved moral

victory. Finally realizing the error of his wavs and loo) -

1rg  for a healthier way of life, Eugeniuss lemaves Geldson s

S0) Jotorzeniowshl, brewni. II. in Dolela webrane. V. Fral dw
1954, pp. 281-282
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offices to j;oin the w1mperial army.

The publication of J.U.Niemcewicz s Rol
any (The year TI77 or the incredible dream), under-
talen by E[ggglag__ﬁggggﬁgLa 1in the tense climate of the
"Jewish war" (12858), reflected a widespread fear of Jewish
gconomic influence slong with a desire to slow down and even
arrest the process of assimilation (51). Miemcewicz' = pre-
viously unprinted pamphlet, lnown 1n literary circles since
1tk wes written at the beginning of the century (92, not
only reflected the mood of the late 18%0s but alszo appeared
to address directly the ongoing debate on the "Jewish ques-
tion". The editors anticipated that readerz would interpret
the pamphlet as a reverssl of Froeglad's position sympa-
thetic to the i1dea of squal rights. They therefore huwrried

to assuwe the public that their decision to proceed with

publication was duse solely to the literary quality of the

Rol =770 was  the first Folish worl to develop on a

%1) For this interpretation of NMiemcrewicz™ s worl zee AJE1-
zenbach, op.ctt. p.28l; and R.Brandstaetter, "Mos:)opolis®,
in Miesieceanil Zydowsby 2 (1920, p.20.

52)  See R.Brandstaestter. op.cit.. p.2%. After 1tz second
edition 1n 19217, NMiemcewicz's worl was incorporated in  the
main body of Folish anti-Semitic writings, az Brandztaetter
notes, pp.40-41.

e

57) Frrealad Fognadsla. 26 (1858), the editor s introduct:on

=4) R.Brandstaetter, op. cit., p.29
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large scale the concept of an orgsenized Jewigh consplrac,
directly threatening the existing social structures (54).
Foland s transformation 1nto o sinister Judeco-Folonia. @
rnightmare vision (sen niestychany) from which Miemcewics™s
narrator awales 1n terror, appears there azm the finel stage
in & long—-term strategy successfully pursued by assimilated
Faolish Jews. The pamphlet = plot 13 set 1n Warsaw. now re-

named Moscltopelis after 1ts new Jewish ruler.

There 18 nob much left of the old Felish capital in
this Judaized cgity. A thicl laver of mud covers 1ts once
elegant streets, while the pornographic program of the c1-
ty’s theatres best reflectsz 1le unhealthy ercoticism. The
brasinsli  palace i1s bransformed 1nto a tavern, 3s are many
other buwildings symbolizing :n Folish eyes the glorious na-
tional pest. Bpiders drop from the dirty rood of the roysl
palace during & recepbtion attended by new-style "aristo-
crats" who speal arn  abominable mizturs of Yiddish and
French. The city s Folish population, i1ncluding the impowe-
rished and humliated nability. eles out a living by =zerving
their new masters. The process which 1n the author"s vision
led to the Jewish taleover of Foland had some parallels to

the legal status of Jews as 1t was debted in the late 18BS50g,

Nie oregfem oni podbili Folaldw, lecz sztulg, pod-
stepaml . przelupstwem: nie wiem doliadnie, al to
byto,. lecr gdy raz otroymall prawo wochodoenia o
urzeddw, nabywania wrasnogci ziemsl ich. nic nie-—
zmordowane;  prebiregiodcy 1ch 1 wylretom tamy po-
tocyd nmie mogto. tal. ze & wielami tgnietli Fola-—
bdw 1 Chraegcian. sami opanowalt wazysklo, & gdy
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nitt nie chcoialt brudno cas-arganego  trolestwa.
wybrali sobie Irdla 1 starorytna Folsteg Falestynsg
nacwaly (35),

/They did not conguer the Fples with arms but with
ruses, bribes and tricls:; T don "t remember e.actly
how 1t happened. But once they received the right
to hold public offices and to purchese landed es-
tates. nothing couwld stop their tireless shrewd-
ness and i1ntriguss. A centuries passed, Lhey
crushed the FPoles and other Christians and gained
control of everything. Bub since nobody wanted the
dirtily ravaged }ingdom, they choss their own |ing
and renamed ancient Poland Falestine./

The climate of thes Jewish war also affected an exchange
of tdeas which could have generated an important discuss.oon
on romantic  versus non-romantic trends 1n literature. In
1857 J.tlaczlo, a prominent romantic critic, anfavarably

reviewed J.lorzemowsti’s novel brewnt (5&). In & brilliant

gssay blacclo anal yced the novel 1n terms of new, non—-roman-

tic walues in which he rightly saw an erosion of the roman-

o

tic concept of literature (57). Unable or unwilling tao res-—
pond to the critic s arguments. and talaing them as a perso-

nal affront., torzeniowsti retaliated by exposing tlecolao's

55) J.U.Miemcewicz, Rol 33
przedzil wstepem o sprawie I

Warszawa 1917, pp.B-9.

546) A detairled account of the eichange between tlaczlo and
orzeniowst 1, including information on related literature,
may be found in J.Bachdrz. Bealizm_bez "chmurne, _aazdy".
Studia__o powiescich Jorefa torzeniowstiego. Warszawa 1979,
pRp.S2-6%. See also S.tawyn, "Julian tlacsito jalo recenrent
"Frewnych" torzemiowshiego”. in Frzeglad Maul Historycznych
1 _Spolecznych. IV, kddo 1983,

57) Jd.rlaczlo, "“trewni'. Powiesd pana Jdcefa b
go. (Frzedrub = Wiadomoscy Folsbich”) FParyz 1895

——— T

-g8n _mesliychany. po-
w Folsce MNie Wiem | to,


http://3373_czv.li._sen
http://QLlli__h.an.y_
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Jewish baclground. In Ziote_ |la,dany. a play written 1n 1860,

Forzeniowsly depicted him as a paid agent of Folish aristo-
Cracy Iin #1le. Moreover., in the play tlaczlo's attacl on

trewny appeared as part of the Jewish-aristocratic conspi-—

racy directed against genuinely FPolish literature (58).

58) J.Bachdrz, op.cit. p.bhé&-&7
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CHAPTER TWO

THE FATRIOTIC MANIFESTATIONSE

1861-1862

1. THE ROMANTIC ROOTS

To the generation of Micliewics and Slowaclti, the first
generation of romantic writers, Foland's leading role in the
historical process was an wnqueshionable fact. Their i1dea
that the Folish nation should lead the progressive march of
mant i1nd ~— no matter whether the progress was understood in
terms of revolutionary struggle or of moral advancement —-—
appeared to be substantiated by the i1mportance of the “Fo-
lish qguestion” in European politics of the sarly 19th cen—
tuwry. In fect, the rebirth of tha partitioned Folish state
would have necessitated a revizion of the political status
quo 1n Ewope. In mid-century. however, this scheme became
increasingly out-of-date. The brealdown of the revolutionary
wave of the 1840z wealened belief i1n the solidarity aof the
European nations. a ley to the romantic understanding of the

historical process.

Micliewrcz™s concept of Foland as the Christ-of-nations
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differed from that of Golgoths, the common symbol of Folish
fate 1n Lhe years of the January uprising. The earlier vi-
z1on of Foland atoning for the misdesds of Europe emphas i -ed
the urversal dimensi1on of Folish suffering. Foland’s cruci-
fi.i1on redeemed the European nations liberating them from
the yole of moral and politicel bondage. 1n the latter s /m-
bal, that of the insurrectionnar, Golgotha, this wuniversal
character was much less pronounced. Similarly. the announce-
ments of God's tingdom on earth or of the approaching era of
Slaviec supremacy. s characteristic of the earlier period.
found by and large no echo 1n the 1860s. On the whole, how-
BVEr ., the modification of the symbolic language did not al-
ter the prevailing spiritusl climate. From the literary as
well as the i1deological point of view the Januwary 1nsurrec-—
tion was the last belated (1) oukbtbwrstk of Folish romanti-—

ClEMme

In the January uprising romanticism collected 1tz last har-

vest.

Wybuchlo ono (powstanie - M.0.) w crasie. |iedy

nie tyllo wscysthie wiellie utwory romantvycone

zostaty Juf napisane, ale 1 w momencie., | i1edy ude-

rzyty one = catg sita w wyobrainie, |iedy byty

czytane, a mebtdre, &l Stowacl 1ego. dopierc za-

crgto czytad 1 - moina powiedszied "proel tadad  na
1Y The epigonic character of this literature 18 ztressed by
several cribtics. For J.lulczycta-Saloni the peoetry of the
January uprising “"did not open new perspechives 1n Folish
literature". Rether. 1t represented a "dead ernd in which one
of the streams of romantic poetry got stucl” and 1ts adapte-
tion to a historical situation was substantially different
from that which 1nspired the great romantic poestry. Jabul-
coyoha-Salon . "Foez ;ja powstania styczniowego"  in Tie-
deichwo _powsbtania styciniowego. Warszawa 1964, p.bb. T
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Zycie" Powstanie styczniowe romantyzmem byio
wypetnione po braegi. swiaczzcocca mistycona 1 hero-
1cona twérczodd Srowact tego oddoistywa¥a si1lnie na
inspiratordw, twhredw 1 wecresztnitl dw powstania (2).
The 1nusurrection brole out at a time when all
mazor romantic worltes had already been written and
had forcefully capbured the 1magination; when thoy
were being studied or. as in the case of Slowacli,
when thoe process of bhewr resding and translation
into social reality had just begun. The January
uprising  was filled to bthe brim with romanticism.
The mystirc and heroic worls of Slowacl1 eserted an
egpecrall y strong onflusnce on the inspirers, the
organicerse and the porticipants of the movement./

The Mescianio philosophy remained am important source
of ingpiration to a generation which., 1n these years, most
pramnently represented the Folish cause. Bazic notions  of
Messianic hastoriosophy. such as  "nation®, "sacrifice",
"mission', "martyrdom" were still part of the living natio-
mal  tradition. S0 too were the claszic i1deas of the Spring
of the Natirons: the beliref i1n the integrating force of pe-—
traiotic Ffeelings: the concept of the brotherhood of nations
and Foland s crucial role in forging 1ty the i1dea of the
hidden meaning of hisetory manifesting 1tself through the
spontanecus actions aof human masses. These i1deas., mass—re-—
produced  1n simplified forms to swat the needs of political
praopaganda, were used eclectically and with little effort at

incorporation 1nto i1deocleogically cohersnt systems (3).

The =e=arly 1860 brought, along with growing political
radicalism, a strong recession of non-romantic trends 1.

M.Janion, "I swieci | anonier ostatni", introduction +o
duta, romantycona poesa _niepodlegtosciowa. Warssawa 1979,
7

1
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literature. Once more, the revolutionary itdeclogy of roman-
ticism, including i1ts egalitarian and populist slogans. do-
minated Foland's life. With the appearence of & new genera-
Lion of writers who denounced any =sign of accomodation with
the occupying powers, the pragmatic" orientation of some of
the older writers appeared dead. J.lorzeniowsh: g last work,
wrttten on the eve of the upriszing, bitterl, acinowledged
the banlruptcy of their non-romantic 1deals (4). The sympa-
thizers of the movement, more or less closely associated
with the zo-called "reds". gradually silenced the conserva-
tive camp and tightened their control of the literary scene.
Moreover, the "reds" scored an 1declogical victory by impo-—
£1ng upon the conservakives a language - with a correspond-
ing literary symboliem —— 1n which =social reality was to be

discussed (5.

This approach. heavily loaded with the traditional ro-
mantic concepts of society, did not leave much space for the
discussion of economic matters. Largely put  aside, thecse

matters vielded temporarily ta the essltation of the Folish
oy E.Warzenica, "I oncepcya patriotyomu w powiescrach Hra-
snrews! 1egao o powstaniu styczniowym", in Priedsicihwo
literaclie powsktania _styconiowego. Warszawa 1964
J.Naemirowsla, Foez;a powstanie _stycznigwego
ologrr. Lwodw 1978, p.8

4) Jutorzentowsll., Nasca _prawda. Scerna - fvcia Folsli - rolu
1847 the worl s analysis may be found in J.Pachdrz, op.cit,
PR &7-568

5) Bee R.Crepulis, op.cit., p. T74. In her discusszion of the
perception of socia2l structure by contemporary public opi-
nion Coepulis stresses the substantial discrepancy between
liberal opimons expressed publicl, and those held in pri-
vate.
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cause. Thie shift found 1te clear reflection 1n the treat-

ment of the Jewish themes.

T.T.Jex’s Historia o pre-pra-pra woubu

—Bra-prazpra

1l

ziadlu  (The story of great grandfather and great grandson,
1860), for insteance., emphasized the Jewizh contribution  to
the struggle +for Folond's independence. Poth the Folish
landlord and htz fairthful Jewish lessee were veterans of the
Movember uprizing. The novel s Jewish protagonist not  only
refrained Ffrom "chesting” the landowner and corrupting his
peasants but was sntrusted with supervising the educstion of
the nobleman’ s children. In M.Batucti s FPFrzechrzta (The
convert, 1860, a novel dealing with marranaos 1n medieval
Zpain, the =zympathetic treatment of the Jewish hero was
coupled with calls for more religious tolerance. Moreover,
by using the fate of the oppressed Spanish Jews as a cover
for discussing Folizh affairzs (&) Batuckil was the first to

introduce a new symbolic language based upon parallel histo-

rical esperiences of Foles and Jews.

Laoyalty to the Folish cause 13 the dominant feature of
the old Jewish tavern-leeper, a figure clearly reminiscent

pf Janti1el 1n AMicliewicz s Fan_Tade

wszm. 1n W.kozmidsho

I‘B

géLl%;z_guég (The enchanted manor, 18&4). Written 1n Galicia

1in response  to the patriotic agitation in Congress Foland

(7). Zallehy_dwdr revives the romantic tradition of con-
&) For such an interpretation of Frzechrrta see J.Macie-
rewsl 1, Proedburzowcy. Warszawa 1971, pp. =1-&4 and 192-007
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splracy aimed at regaining national independence. A1 though
torifel1”s plot develops i1n the Galicia of the 1840s, many
details -— the novel s treatment of 1ts Jewish protagonist
notwithstanding (8) —— bring to mind the atmosphere of the
early 18460z 1n nelghbouring Congress Foland. The Jewish ta-
«ern 18 at  the heart of 3)legal patriotic activsities 1n
which torinsl 1 sees the eupression of the most noble i1deals.
Only the t{tavern- leeper |nows all the zecret ties bstween
the characters 1n tho play and their real and assumed i1den-
tities. With the Jew & help his long-time friend and ally., a
Folish nobleman (a character modelled on Father Roaobal, Jan-
tiel s partner 1n Fan Jadeus: (9Y), 1 actively stairring up

the peasantry,

Feverend S.Felifs!i's short story Czyn srlachetny (The

noble deed., 183&) republished 1n 1861, depicted a religious
Jew as an evemplary citizen and his ethice a2 fully compa-
tible with those of 2 good Fole. The narrator in the sztory

explicitly condemned anti-Jewish bias as "unjust™:

Srorera  godcinnodd (L. 1 budugca rozmowa gospo-
darza, lazata mi zapomniec. Ze Tna,duse s1e drdd
7) S.Frybes, "Dwie tradyc,e powstanmia styconiowego w litera-
turze polstie,”, 1n Ditedoictwo literaclie powstania_stycs -
niowegn., Warscawa 19%4. pp. 121-124

2y This literary figure 18 discussed i1in M.0Opalsti, The_Jew-
1sh _JTavern ond his Tavern- teeper in Mineteenth Cenbuwry Fo-
ligh_Literature. Jerusalem 19835, pp. 50-57 T

) B.Frybes., op.cit.. p.ll78 on Zallgby dwor™s i1ndebtednezs
o Fan__Tadesu zee also J.lrzyianowsli, introduction +o
tozihslis ty dwor, Wroctaw 1959, p. LXX

Ead D
o


http://teraci_1.e_gQwstan1.a_sty.cz2

Fage && — 67

rodriny  catliem rdinego te mNa, Wwyznania, fe Wi
coerzam fydami. Ftdryech o tal miesprawidliwle
zwyl lidmy nienawidsied. Zdawato mi si1@, 7@ gO8ICIg
w o pobtrewrnym  al iméd domw, lub u przyapasnyeh o mym
rodricom 34§1addw (10 .

fTherr  sincere hospaitality (..0 and edifyving con-
versation made me forget that I found myself 1n @
family of different religious persuasion. that I
was dining wikth the Jews whom we so unjustly hate.
Tt seemed tou me that I was a gueszt 1n a home simi-
lar to my own or that of some neighborz friendly
Lo my parents”.’

Felifsli'e story was warmly greeted by, the assimilatiomist

Jubroenla & a =i1gn of favaorable cheanges 1n the Folish

i}

percepbion of the Jews. (11) This mew mood was also reflect-
g by a number of articles and essays dealing with various
aspects of past Folish—Jewish symbiosie which appeared 1in
the contemporary press  (12). Finally, a few sympatheltic
portravals of the Jew modified hiz predominantly negative
image 1n the didactic literature de=zigrned for lower social

ghrrata {(17).

10y S.Felitsl i, "Coyn  =szlachetny”™ 1n Powiedcy s
uliegn, Trd edition, Warscawa 1877, p.17

The second edition of Felidzli s ztory was reviewed 1n
nia 24 (1861) . pp.194-1%94,

12y Cee, for instance, Elpidion /M.EBatucli. “"Nasce grzech,"

0y
—
{T ~
a1
1
in

(Our  €1ns) in Coyielnia dla miodeoissy 26 (IB&1Y), p.  Tio:
A.Wintarst 1, "Berel Joselewict" wn Dzrenpe!l Literscl: 28-ge

(184613 and L.Gumplowicz s and A.Rappaport’s articles on the
history of Folish Jews 1n Doiennil Liberaclit 27-08 and 8584
(1860 and 5&6£-38 (18612).,

17y S.Eiemias, "Z,d w likeraturce ludowe " 1n Erzeglad
gqouniowy. 1982, p.lé&7


http://rodei.com
http://Sj.Fel_1.H31

Fage &8

II. THE WARSAW CONMECTION

While +the tension between Foles and Jews decreased 1n
1860, a decisive shift in Folish public apinion ——  favour-
able to the Jews - occurred only 1n the spraing of 1Bél.
This brealthrough was due to Jewish participation in the
wave of patriotic demonstrations which marted the spectacu-
lar rebirth of the Foglish separatist movement. In many con-
temparary eyese 1t was not the uprising i1tself but the Warsaw
demanstrations which represented the highest achievement of
the national spirit. The motif of their "miraculous” nature
turns up repeatedly in contemporary literature. Typicaelly,
Cot cNorwad s poem responding to the Warsaw events referred

to thiz "miracle” i1in the very first lines:

Fytasrc: co méw1q ady warsrawslie d:lECl%
Wesktawa aparts ne cud-ie™ (143

You ast: what do I say when a Warsaw chi1ld/ rises supported
by a miracle™/

Interpreted 1n the categories of romantic historioso-
phy. Jewish participation 1n the Warsaw demonstrations be-—

came & Symbol of outstanding emotional importance. It was

T+
o]
i

graeted by a flood of poetic manifes and prayers esalting

14y C.b.Norwid, "Improwizac,a na zapvitanie
mrawy” (1861) 1n Ersma _wszystlie. I. Wiers
1971, p.282

wiedc:y = War-
g. la Warscawa
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the 1i1dea of Folish~Jewish brotherhood. As the single most
prominent epirsode in current Folish-Jewish relations, 1t
etched 1tself strongly 1n the collective memory of the
Foles. The Jewish presence 1n  the demonstrating Warsaw
crowds not only gave the events z unigue colowr, but also
played a crucial role 1n cresting the myth of the "people of
Warsaw”. This new category born of the upheavals of 1861,
was seen as  the collecti.e incarnation of the nstional
aspirrations of the Foles. The concepht of "the people of
Warsaw”, a category which included Jews and other strata of
the wveban population, was to open a new chapter i1in Folish
Mistury. From the rdeological point of view the appearance
of Norwid' s rebellious "Warsaw child" pointed to 1mportant

rhanges 1n lhe Foles’ self-image as a nation.

This Jewish support, grested by many with disbelief and
curprise, guicltly became one of the physical proofs of the

miracle of naktional unity. Morwid wrote 1 18&1:

Gdyby orrecrono. fe nie tylio sclachta, mie-
szocranstwo,  lud, ale mnawet warstwa Zyvddéw nie bheg-
doie brerna 1 wyemna W sprawach, | tdre catg
wizystl uid spotecrerstwa obchodza, - wydawataby 518
to wymystem.. (15

/14 someone predicted that not only the nobility,
the wrban propulation and the peasantry., but  even
the Jews would not be passive and negative 1in
questions of concern bto the entire Polish zociek,,
1t would Found lile fantasy. ’/

15y C.Morwid, FPrzma _politrespe 1 fi1locoficzne. London 1957,
p.11%
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Although  the wave of demonstrations slowly spread from War-
waw  to other cities of Russian Foland., Warzaw remained the

centre  of both the real and mythical events. 1L was there

Lhat the ritual of “"bratanie sig = Zydami” (fraternizing
with the Jews) first crystalliced to provide the rest of the
tountry with & ready-made pattern of rapprochement. Its sym-
bolio erpressions —— patriotic services held 1n churches and
LYynagogues, common singling of songzs. edchanges of gifts be-
twaen houses of prayer, the disgplay of signs of mowning for
Moland’s lost independence., the zudden proliferation of the
term "Foles of the Mosaic persuasion” as a form of  addres-
wirng Jews - spread out of the capitsl. This movement +from

Warsaw to the provinces 1z evident 1n W.Wolsli1 s "W gérach".

This poem, inspired by a prlgrimage to the éw1qtolr:y5lle

Mountains undertalen by a group of Warsaw patriotbts 1n 1841,

reflects the spreading i1dea of the Folish~Jewish alliance.

Mydmy whedy scli do miash

Frec rodwnognl wyras Iywy

Deptac prresad - chwast -adliwy
Frrer cremiefcodw s1any chwast.
Diwimcrat bratni troyl wesela

7 prersyl chrrescian 1 Izraela
Gdy wuytrrzata miejsla wiara

P rwawa, arwg w tle sctandara. (14)

/Then  we went to the towns and cities/ to bring them the
message of equality/ and to fight prejudice/ the porsonous
weed planted by the oppressors/ the cry of brotherly 5oy
came/ {from Christians and Jews/ when the urbam population/
recogntsed our red flag./

Not surprizingly. then, Warsaw represents the mozt com-—

M.Wolsali, "W gdrach”
&

(184%) 1n M.Janion. Reduts, roman-—
_boezaa_niepodlegtogcy

N
R
wa., Warscawa 1979, p.24%5
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mon setting for "Jewish" motifs in the early stage of the
January uprising. Farticipalion 1n the gatherings. proces-—
510n%, religious services and bloody confrontations with
Ruzsian Llroops, as well as involvement an activities orga-
nizced by the Folish underground, are a standard element in
brographies of Jewish patriobs. The main hero of W.Wolsli™s
poem "Mosiel", o Folonized young man who worlzs emong Jews to
win their support for the Polizh cause, shows them his arm,
"wounded 1n the April slanghber" (17). The main Jewish cha-

W ogrniuw wolnosci. who sdentifies

racter 1n W.losscozyve's
himself as "a Fole and a Jew at the same time," recalls how
he carried the cross. cang “"Boie cod Folslg" and was shot at
by cossacls 1n Warcsaw 1n the spring of 1841 (18). The naoble
pld MNatali. an A.Urbafhist's Faod tolumna Zyvgmunta (Under the
statue of ling Sigesmund, 1880, collects money for the Fo-
ligh patricots and lhides their documents. He 1 finally

n bullet while bearing a crosz 1n the

felled by o FRuss:

1

1

sntreats of Warzaw (12). In Dwa lrraele Jewish blood shed at
} W.Welsli, "Moziel " in J.Winczaliewics Izrael w  _poes gy
polsl ie;. Farise 1961, p. 12T

18) W.loszezye., W_pgniu_wolnogc: (In the fire of liberty) 1nm
Ognistao _Domowe 71 (188&). D.Fainhauz claims that “"Bofe cog
Folste", the famous patriotic song., a prayer asling GBod to
restore to Foland i1bts lost national independence. was sung
in  the synagogues 1n 1bts Yiddish-language version. D.Fa,n-
hauz, "Ludnodd Fydowsla na Litwie 1 Biatorus: a powstanie
styczniowe" an Biwlebyn ZIH 57 (192410, p.27. Thais informa-

tion, however, {finds no confirmation in the literary mate-
rial.

1%y  A.Urbards! 1,
Lipst 1884, p.267
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Warsaw s Sigismund Sguare miraculously brings bacl to life
"the harp of David”., the symbhol of lsrael’s ancient glory
(20). In F.Willokdsla's novel NMa_ _pograpiczu  (1864). the
"mysterious, unecarthly {forces” unleashed during the VWarsaw
demonstrations i1nitiate “"the brotherhood with the Jews who

male unprecedented sacrifices on the altar of owr common

Tove" (1),

This Warsaw connection systematically appears 1n most
of the worlsa dealing with Ehe 1nsurrectionary movemsnk 1n
the provinces which nole the pro-Folish attitudes of the

Jews. In J.Doierclowsti's Chroesk polski (1885 . for  ins-

tance, "the growing attachment to Foland" on the part of the
Fodolian Jews 1= enplained by their "terrible oppression and
legal discrimination” by the Russians (22). Their achtive
support of the Foles., however. crystallizces only with  the
arrival from Warsaw of the idealistic and completely Folo-
rnized grandson of a local tavern—teeper (27). The lint bhe—
tween the periphery and the centre freqguently erpressed 1t-

selft 1n the transfer Lo other gecographic surroundings of the

evenbts occurring i Warsaw (24).,

21y FoWiltofsta, Na_pograniczu (18484), 1nm Frema _Fauliny = L

Willodzbie, . VII., Foznak 1864, p.9

22) J.Domrerclowsbi. Chrzest Folsti (1865 1m Drienmal Li-
teracty 11 (18&8%). Lir

22y T oam indebted to Frof. I.Bartal for drawing my attention
to the symbolic i1mportance of the movement of persons,
JTetters and news between Warsaw and the provinces which ap-
pears freguently in both Jewish and Folish traditions.
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Generally spealing, the literature under study 1 cha-
racterized hy a stribing scarcity of information about the
concrete  situations and ways in which Jewish support mani-—
tested 1tself. 1t 18 true that the patriotic attitude of
M.Jastrow 1nspired M.Romanowslhi's poem "The rabbi"., and the
ralbbis Jastrow and Meisels are mentioned by name in 3 few
worts., From time to fime we find 1n this literature a weal
echo of the patriotic services held 1n synagogues in Danito-
wiorowsta  and Malewlil streets and of the edifving  sermons
delivered there Ly unnamed, patrioctically-minded rabbis.
Warsaw agsimilationists such as D.Neuwfeld, M.Epstewtn and
M.Fosen appear to have served as prototypes for certain Jew-

1sh characters 1n J. .l rascwest1"s Zyd (25).

In another novel, Dorecie @ Starego Miasta (The child of

the Qld City, 1867y J.l.trascrewsli mentions & Jewish member

of Warsaw = De lgga aa_mie sl a (the Municipal Commiszion! as

well as representastives of an unspecified "recently enriched
bowrgeoisie” 1n the cit, o delegation to Governor Gorchal ow.

Jewish participation in the Muntcipal Commission 13 elabora-

24) For a zsimilar parallel movement in the Jewish tradition
cee, for instance., M.Bataban s discu=z=zion of Opatoshu = Yid-
digh-language novel In__the Folish _woods. M.Batab "
preoededniu powskania Styconiowego', n St
Warszawa 19227, pp. 178-180

bt !D.

Z25)  An attempt to i1dentify them has been made recently by
some Folish zcholars. A.Zyga. Problem_zydowsli  _w_ _twhr-
czoscar_ J.fl.trascewsbiego in: Rocepil Fomis,l  Historycosno-
liter acllel. Wroctaw tralbw Wars-awa 1964, 11, B.o0T E.Qz-
molel a~Fistorsta, Fowstanie _stvooniowe _ _ w_ __tworcooscl
Jal.ltrascews!t iego Towaroystwo Maukowe w Toruniu, Pragé—_g::
dziatuv firlologioczno- filocoflicznego, XIV. 2.0 Torud 1267,
e 177
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ted 1n Zyg. There are Jewish faces among the young men  un-
dergoing =zecret military training in Szgpieg (The spy. 1865
(26). HMHere and there we find aclnowledgemenk of a Jewish
presence at the funeral of five victims who fell on March
-8. Soame remarls on the government s favoring the Jewish
middle class at the expense of the Foles seem to refer to
Count Wielopolsli: & famous speeches to Jewz and the Cathol:ic
clergy. On the whole, howeser, the auwthors® lacl of i1nterest
in reconstructing the actual events males these fictional
sources of little or no valug in any attempt to place the
Jewish element 1 the uprising’ s early phase in a broader
sccio~historical context. This laclt of attention to factual
detail 15 accompanied by & considerable preoccupation  with

the hidden historiosophic sense of Jewish attitudes.

26) In traszewsli’s novels dealing with the Januar, uprising
there 1s no mention of other epilsodes of Folish- Jewish re-
conciliation, on which he commented as the editor of Gazeta
Codzienna. These i1nclude the admission of Jews into guilds
of merchants 74-75 (1dé61) and crafttesmen 77 (184&1), suchan-
ges of gifts between churches and synagogues 73 (1861)., and
a Jewish contribubtion to help finance the Easter celebra-—
tions of poor Christian craftsmen.
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ITI. THE JEW WITH THE CROSS

The literary perceptions of Folish-Jdewlsh rappro-
chement seem bt cluster sround one particularly powsrful
symbol : the legend of the student Michal Landy = death du-
ring the spring manifestations of 1841. Landy appears as a
literary herc wunder his own name (Dwa lcragle (1869)). We

zee huim as a prototype of major literary characters /Natal:
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;gﬁy*ggg) portrayed as carrying
the cross i1n the streesets of Wersaw. In fine arts, the scene
wf Landy = death inspired paitnters such T.R.Fleury ("The

demonstratiaon of April 8, 18&41") and A.Szyl ("The =statutes

"
="y,

of ral:z

i

The mot:1f of the cross talen by a Jew from the hands of
a fallen clergymen 1 & common denominator of Landy~legend
in 1ts numerous variations. While 1t=s symbolic interpreta-—
tion generally follows thse same pattern, the portravals of
Lhe Jdewish hero are ztrilingly shorl on specifics. Literary
and historical writings diverge considerably as to Landy =
basgic social charaecteristics (27%. Moresover, there 13 a sub-

iy Divergences 1nclude hizs age. cccupation., first and last

names. Landy, Landa, Landau, Lande, Laude are among the maost
common variatione of the latter.
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stantial discrepancy 1n the way 1n which the legend and the

sictim’s father account for Michat Landy s death (28).

The long anonymous poem Dwa Izraele (The two Israels,
1849) represents the most common pattern i1ncorporating  the
Landy legend 1n the national mystique. "Alexander Lande®
appears 1n 1t as & zacrificial lemb whose blood miraculously

mealzs the alliance of "the two Israsls'. the brotherhood of

Foles and Jews.

] oddail serce narodu swo;ego

Ach! Ty wybrany = ludu wybranego

Abys dwa ludy na wiel: polgacovi,

Slub dwbch naroddw Irwia, swa, doloncoyi, (29)

‘And  he =sacrificed the heart of his nation/ vyouw., chosen

among the chosen people’/ to unite forever the two peoples/
to zeal by bleood the union of two nations/

The defense of the crozg by the Jew, an act hardly com-

patible with the prevailing religlous stereotypes, 18 the

i

central element in thig symbol. The cross, 8 svymbol of re-
demption and of Foland'z fate., ennobles the Jew and uwlti-
mately leads to a shift 1n his theclogical status. His sac-
ri1ficial death. which 1 1ts overall concept reveals a close
similiarity to Christ s, 15 followed by his spiritual eleva-

tion. Moreover, Lhe Landy episode clears the way for +the
o Henryt Landy s account passes over 1in silence the ep1-
gsode of the cross. MiH.FPiatlowsli enplains this omission as
"crrcumstances  ambarrassing to a religious Jew". MHH.P1%;—
 owst 1, "Miecnany Zyciorys Michata Landy™, Wiadomoscy Lite-—
raclie 43 (1922). p.=

29)  N.N. Dwa lzraele. in Pamiatl: = 1B&T rolu. Lwdw 1867,

De?
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collective elevation of the entire people aof Israsl. In
C.tuNorwid s famous poem Zyvdowie _pelscy (1861) Landy s
gacrifice plays @ crucial role i1n accounting for the sudden-—
1y perceived change in Jewish behavior. This change 18
linted by Morwid bto a symbolic choice, both moral and poli-
tical. Opting {or “"1rzyze za | tére si1g tona” (the crosses
for which one pays with one’s life) and rejecting the "gold!
offered them by obher nations. Lhe Jews give., on both spiri-
tual and political levels, proof of solidarity with Folish
azpirations. Ite & rnumber of worls this collective ennobling
of Jew:s assumes the form of Israsl’s de facto acceptance of

Chrigtian values.

Mezcoyvona:s (..}

W doiejach dwiata' O wrogowie!
Wieconsa wam sgrofa 1 wshyd

Ze gdy trzy2 ttulls - Carowre
Broni¥ go - Zyd.

NMiewiastas
Zyd™ Zyd™
Mescoyonas

Tal 2yd

Zyd = imienia. = lrymbi, = glowy
Lecs uz duchem biaty lew
Zotniers to ud Chrystusowy

Frzez mitodd., prawdg 1 trew. (20)

/Man: 0O enemes' To the end of the days (you will be
stigmatized)’ by horror and 2hame thet 1s falling upon

vou/ When the {(Christian) coars rose against the cross/

a Jew defended 1t/ (Woman:? A Jew™ A Jew™/ (Man:) Yesz,

a Jew.., A Jew by his name., yarmulls and features/ But

T0Y  b.Balafsbi, "Wadoeraie" in: Hasto polslie, Fomnad  1B&70,
np.9-11
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spiritually already transformed i1nto the white lion/
Already (zerving as) the lnight of Christ/ through s
love, truth and blood./

l.ile the sacrificial death of Christ and 1ts egul-
valent, the martyrdom of Foland-Christ-of-the-nations,
Landy s death generates a higher {form of life. Bestowed
with redeeming powsr, Landy s blood mirasculously ferti-
lizes the so1l from which an "evangelic plant' springs

Up. winning “millionc"” of followers.

Miodziedcza prersi! arfo Jehowiczna

Fo | btdre; cagrat gromami Jehowa

Tye rwawa, rola. gdoie ewangileliczna
Foglina wschodzi wielta - milionowa (2D

Young blood, you are Jehovah g harp/ on which he
played with thunders/ You are lile bloody soi1l in which
the evangelic plant grows millions of roots/

The linl between the transformation of the Jews into a
ration  of "Inights" ("lud Izraela zmienia sig w  ryce—
roa'’l arn  the orne hand and bapti=sm on the other, 1s
traced even more esplicitly 1in Dwa_lzraele. In the
poem, the fatally wounded "Jew with the cross" 15 bap-
tired by & priest who, 1n the absence of water. uses

the bloond of Folish victims to perform the ritual.

1 tal nasz chtopcze' nie driyss }onazacy
Tylto wonosise broyi nad wsoysthie corola
I tal my widrim Jude:r aniocia

Z arta na tonle pod troyiem nie driacy

A stary laptan pragnie ochrzcid ciebie,
T1Y 0 NuM. "Morituriz". Do
also quoted i1n Fiedh_pol
&HI—&4



Lecr wody mie ma. polsta frew on zbiera
btdra plyneta srerolo w ulicy
I chrzcr — chrzci ciebie w polstiey brvstawicy. (220

/You de net shiver on your deathbed., oh ow boy./ but
you  raise the crosz over the crowd’s heads/ and we see
the Judean angel/ under the cross with the arl on his
lap./ The old prieszk wants ko baptize vou/ but there 1s

no water., so he collects Folizh blood/ which floods the
streset/ and baptires vou 1n the Folish lightning./

Tn 3.0oszczyisl 175 unfinished drama Qg;g;u;g_mgg;gﬁggw;
1e {The last martyrdom and re-
suwrrection of Poland, 1861), Setan s comments additio-
nally dramatice the paradoy of the Jew who becomes
"Zotnierczem lrzyza Chrystusowego" (the soldier of
Christ’s cross). to be tilled 1n & Christian assult on
the symbol of their faith. Seen throuvgh the eyes of the
@vil sparit, the Jew's death 1¢ presented as a direct
result of Satan & rage over the betrayal of his long-

~time ally.

- Lo to j;est™ iyd” Zvd chwyta onamig Chrystusowe
I podnos: go nad tiumu giowe

merd' Smierd 7,dowi’ OUgrnia pirelielnego!’

W niego wystrzaty wsoystlie, w niego!

Ha'!' Fadt trzema lulami proesoyty.

A = nim brzyz. zmyty posola | ruwawg

Ao mam broyi. w brfoto wbity. (..)

p.2

T7)  8.Goszczvhshi, Ustatnie mgeoenstwo Folski i omart
gtanite 1n S.Figod "Oratorium wieszcre S.Goszcoyidstiego’
Frace _historyczno-literaclie. lsiega chiorowa tu czoci
cego Chrzanowel 1ego. tralow 1976, p.476
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ragle. in Famighls = 1847 rolu. Lwdw 1869,
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A bty niewierny mi ideLE. ty odrajco!
Foznated, |to mocme,scy: czy mdy; oldw,
Cay tarcra niebirestich antotdw™ (T

‘Satan: What s that™ A Jew™ A Jew grabs Christ's symbol/ and
raiges 1t over the crowd's heads/ Death' Death to the Jew!
(Direct) against him all of the hell s fire’/ ha' he fell hit
by thres bullets/ and along with him fell the cross in  the
muc (aa) You unfaithful., treacherous Jew/ now you now
who & stronger: my lead/ or the shield of the angels™/

This prevailing response to the legend of lLandy s death
1 also confirmed by a number of historical accounts. Some
uf these sowces emphasize the rapidity with which the Landy
episode —- translated i1nto messianic categories  and  thus
transformed 1nto a powerful myth —— spread in numersus

VEFE10NS 1N 1nsurectionary Warsaw.

Falt ten., rozgioszony przes licone opowiedcl. stal
s1@ w ustach agitatordw jednym wigre,; dowodem
braterstwa obu naroddw. "rapiecretowanego  teraz,
gal mbwiona, brwig". Starano si1g wypadl ows Lemu
radad jal 1€ osobliwszy. mistyozny charal ter. "His-
toria gwista, mdwiono 1 pisano pdiEnie; nie ma rdw-
nego temu wypadlowir, ttdry pomimo caley roeczywis-
todel  obracu  otocovyl s1g walbiem salby salie; 2
cudowne, 4dredniowieczne; legendy”. "Godto mels
Chrystusowe ., godio odiupilenta 1 sbawienia." wola
inne pismo tey epoli.fto najwomiodlesssy  wyrarz
1der braterstwa, %ng%;ej pod sztandarem narodowym
wszystlie wyznania 1 }lasy spoteczenstwa’ (24).

/This fact, spread by numerous accounts, was used
Iy the agirtators as one more proof of the brother-
hood of both nations. Attempts were made to gilve
1t a peculiar. mystical interpretation. It was
later claimed and written that "a mimilar i1ncident
did nmot ococw n the world's history since the
bimes of Jesus Christ". Despite 1ts factual ra-—
Luwre, the incident was i1mmediately wrapped in
something altin to a wonderful medieval legend.
"The symbol of Christ’s crucifigion, the svmbol of
atonement and salvation", wrote another cantempo-—
rary periodical. "i1s the noblest eypression of the
1dea of brotherhood uniting, wnder & common natio-—
nal flag. all confessional groups and social clas-—
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zes. "/

Bimilarly., historical sources note beliefs 1n & prophecy
pradicting the i1mpending arrival of Folish-Jewish brother-—
ood, a prediction which -- 1n the perception of many con-
temporary observers -— came trus with the appearance of bthe
"Jew with the cross". Attributed to Anton: Eichenbaum. the
director of the Rabbinic School snd a prominent leader of
the Warsaw Hazlalah movement. the prophecy provided the
motif  Ffor the patriobtic demonstration &b his grave that oc—
curred eearlier on the day of Landy s death (T85). Accordaing
to the most common interpretation of Eichenbaum™ s prophecy,

Folish-Jewish brotherhood was to be sealed by blood shed 1n

solidarity by Poles and Jews 1n defence of & commor Cause.

This 18 almost exactely the way in which "rabbi Eichen—
raum =" wvision 1s worded 1n J.Zacharyasiewicr™ s ggimgj_~ggg
(Saint Jur., 1867) 1n a scene depicting the Warsaw Jews pray-
ing at their "prophet s” tomb (76). Eichenbaum™s name. how-—
EVEL , does rarely appear 1n the literary accounts of the
day's events. which typically allude to an ancient prophecy
of unspecified origin. Occaszionally traced baclt to biblical
times., the prophecy i1s instrumental i1n placing the Folish-
Jewish goodwill movement i1n a historiosophical perspective

and provides 1t with & respectable genesalogy.

/W .Frezyborowshl/ Historye dwoch lat _1861-1867.
T

part I, The_vyear_ 18&61. I1I, lraldw 1897, p.=
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For example, in Dwa Izraele the prophecy 1s put in the mouth
of the dying Janliel, the hero of Micliewicz’s Pan__Tadeus:z
(1834). Janli1el, depicted as an heir of the ancient Hebrew
prophets, predicts his son 5 death on the battlefield as
well as the martyrdom of the "Jew with the cross". The sga-

crificral blood of the latter would ultimately lead to Fo-

-

land’s rebirth. Janliel’s vision of the future 13 fulfi1lled
in the ne:xt generation. when hisz zon. Janliel II, witnesses
"Alel sander Lande s death, only to die for Foland during

the same patriotic demonstration 1n Warsaw (77).

-5 A contemparary observer described the mood of this ga-
thering 1n the following way: "From Fowgrli1 /Warsaw Catholic
cemeterys the funeral cortege headed for the Jewish cemete-
™y s joining  on 1ts way @ group of Jews who sang "Bofe cod
Folsltg". {..? There was a desire to celebrate Folish-Jewish
brotherhood 2t the tomb of Eichenbaum. a Jew who devoted all
Mig life to the Folomization of his coreligironists. Eichen-—
baum, a decent and enlightened man, realised well the ne-—
cessity of Jewish acceptance of the Folish language and cus-
tome. He spread this i1des among Jews and predicted that time
would come when Lhe Jews would be granmted equal rights and
integrated 1nto FPolish society. His prophetic words came
true. Common singing. talls and bugs eschanged at hiz  tomb
pravided new proofs of the real wnion between Foles and
Jews, a wnion Eichenbaum so intensely desired. (..) On  the
two cemeteries, the world’s two most suffering nstions ce-
lebrated their brotherhood". A.Giller. Menifestac;e Warsscawy
18461 r.. Stanistawdw 1908, pp.71-97

6y J.Zacharyasiewlcor, pwigty Juw, Jarema. II., Lips) 1877,

37y N.M.  Dwa Izraele. in Famiably = 1867 rolu. Lwdw 1869,
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IV. C.t.NORWID'S "ZYDOWIE FOLSCY". LITERARY RESFONSES

TO THE WARSAW DEMONMSTRATIONE.

Fram +the i1deological point of view V"Iydowie polscy”
(The Folish Jews., 1861), Morwid s famous tribute to Jews
supportive of Foland's nakional aspirations, 15 & typical
echo of the Warsaw demonstrations. Wratten 1n the West by
one of the leading Polish poete of the romantic period, the
poem 1s among the best lrnown worls dealing with the Januwary
WP LS1Ng. Estensively guoted 1n discussions of Jewish mak-
ters, ”iydmw1e polescy” became 2tself & sysmbol of Folish-
Jewish cooperation in the sarly 18&60=. Tt should be noted,
howsver, that ”iydaw1e polscy” are the only lines written by
Morwid unequivocally appreciative of tho Jewas {58, Lite
many contemporary observers., Horwid sees Jewlsh support as &
"sign'", @ clue which helps to decode the hidden meaning of

evernts of crucyal historical 1mportance.

The poem s discussion of the Jews centres on the ques-

tion of JTsrael s place in the historical process ‘both  1n
1ts  wuniversal  and 1ts purely Polish dimensions'. 1L zeems
legatimate to regard this theme of "iydaw1e polscy"  as  a

continuation of Norwid’ s earlier preoccupation with the i1dea

78) M.H.Fiatlowst:, "Norwid i Tydzi, Wisdomozoi Literactie,
TRO170) pot
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of the "seniority" of Israel. More than a decade earlier
Morwid criticized the concept of "semority” as formulated
by Micliewicr 1n Eliad zasad (Declaration of principles,
1848). He perceirved Micliewicz s call for "brotherhood and
respect for Israesl. our older brother” (2%) as a dangerous
concession  to the 0ld Tesksmont understanding of Israsel as
the chosen nation. NMorwid feared Micliewicz and the Towia-
nist movement with which Micl tewics was associabed, as dic-

seminators of Judaic influence i1n the Catholic church.

Manifest ten /1.e. Blisad zasad — M.O0./ w rreczach
lofciota dacy do doltadniessoego wyniszozenia dog-
matu 1 rozwolmienia duchowego ~-— a& 1z tam brat

starszy Izrael prrewaline miejece ma zamowad -
tedy w ostatecznym rachuntu (,.) do synagoQir ocmie-
rra.

I church matters this manifesto aims at  the
destruction of dogma and promobtes spiritual lasit-
ty. Alsc, since the older brother Israel 13 to
play there a leading role, in the final analvsis
thiz 135 & move toward the synagogue. ’

The redemption, Morwid argued, abolished “sarthly”
chronology. the only bazsis on which Israel s claim to "se-
niority" could be made. Higo concept of Israel as  theologi-

cally "vounger" was based on the assumption that, as the new
chosen people, Christianity tool over the privileged status
of Israel. Norwid defended this claim 1n terms of a "new

chronology”. a new variebty of hisbtorical time, established
79y A.Michiewico, Eblad _zazad. (1848, 1n Doiela. XII.
Warsrawa 19595, p.7

40) C.t .Norwid,
in Listy, 1837-1
o I A

b1 dated fApri1l Z4, 1848,
te, VYIII, Warscawa 1971,

10
G-
jet
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since the Redemption, which i1nvalidaled the old one (40).

In "iydow1e polscy” NMNorwid's understanding of the
Christian election remained basically wnchanged. The Chris-
tian Foles appeared i1n the poem 4z a nation chosen by God
for the accomplishment of o cruciael historical tasl, Lile
many other authors exalting the 1dea of Folish-Jewiszsh bro-—
therhond, Norwid clearly alluded to the Jews™ accepbance of
Chrastianity as a condition for their membership 1n Chris-—
tian society. However, the relationship between the “Yold"
and the "new" Israel., and their reszpective places 1n God's
design, was presented 1n "iydow1e polscy" 1n a clearly modi~

fied form.

Everr though the redemption i1rreversibly ended their 01d
Testament election. the Jews, by sharing the fate of the
Folez., resmerged as an active force on the hiszstorical scene.
The similarity of their spiriteal enperience enabled the
Jews to grasp the sense of and i1dentify themselves with the
New Testeament mission of their "older" brothers. A allies
of the Foles they played am awiiliary but comstructive role
in  the divine plan. In the final analysis the brotherhood
of the Folish and Jewish nations was accomplished through

the elevation of Israel to the Christian concept of sacei-

fice (417,

41y My interpretation of "Iyvdowie polscy"  converges  with
that of Z.Stefanowsla in "Norwida spdr o powstanie" 1n
Drredzicbwa _literactie powstanta _sbyconiowego. Warszawa
1964, pp. 78-81; and M.H.Figatlowsli, op.cit, Wiadomodey Li-—

teraclie T7 (1970 p.i



Morwid’ s wvision and similar mesgianic visions provide
the most common paltern for the interpretation of Jewish
political behavior. We find 1t 1n countless varistions  1n
both fictional and mom—- fictional literature produced in the
18&0s, In W.Dzwonlowst L35 treatise W lwestis wicdcionzl i@,
rusties 1 zydows!ie; (On the peasant., the Ulrainian and the
Jewish questions), published in 1842, Jewish perticipation

1in the Warszaw demonstrations "proved" the validity of Fo-

land™zs historical mission.

Zesctoroczne zlamie sie w sednosd narodowq,:yddwq
W pierwszym tchnieniu zmartwychpowstania Folsli,
dwiadczy = MISSYE NIAET I, cawszce btaz sama, 1 o
spetninie e, nie prrestato byd celem 1 warunt 1em
nassego bytu (42,

Jhast  wear = 1nclusion of the Jews i1n a national
UL O, at the first sign of Foland®s resurrec-
tion, proves Lhat our mission has not changed and
that 1hks fulfillment remains the goal as well ac
the condition of ouw eg.istence. ’

In this respect, the mein point made by the prevsiously-
mentioned Jewish character 1n Wolsly s poem "Moziel", 12 no
less significant. Worling to wim his fellow Jews' support
for the Foles. he announces the arrival of a Messiah who 13
bound to change the course of history. The Jew i1dentiflies
this Messiah as "nardd-siercta" (the orphaned Folish nation)
unikted with the "plemienny tutacz”, (the tribal wanderer), =

metaphor clearly referring to the Jews.
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W imie wspdlnych tex 1 meczelstws

Trumy rozlicznyech Zydzial dw,

W pejsach, ber pe,sdw - na naboredstwa

Widd: do todciotdw Folal dw.

Mdwil, e Mesjasz odw, co tesbnota

Wieldw prryzywa go = placrem,

Ziawit 1€, 2e nim narad-sierata,

~bratam = plemiennym tubaczem. (47)

JIn the name of common suffering/ he led the crowds of young
Jews,/ those with sidelocls and those without/ to zervices
held in FPolish churches./ He told them that the long-awstted
Messiah had arrived’ Thisz Mesciah was the orphaned nation/
allied with the tribal wendetrer.

Similarly, 1 T.lhenartowics s poem "Izrael" (18465 &
Jew praying to God for the chosen Folish nation HPrEE5eS
the conviction that despite all the suffering caused by the
deteat, 1n the long run the fuburse belongs to the Foles., Hig
hope 1= rooted in the belief in God s special commitment to
the Folish nation. Lenartowics’s poem reveals ons more siml-—
larity with Morwid’ s approach. It 12 manifest 1n the bibli-
cal 1mage of cooperation between P ing David and Fing Hiram,
set another symbol of the Folish-Jdewiszsh alliance. The "real
Izrael, the Foles, occupy the very centre of the =sceng -
Jerusalem. On the other hand the Jews symbolized by the ling
of Tyre, are removed from the centre of the i1mage to the
periphery. In  this way the poet manages to maintaan the
"theological” hierarchy of the two lings while emphasizing

their cloze friendship and mutual help (44),

Similar 1deas sre occasionall, sapressed in worls writ-
47) W.lolsb, "Mosiel' in J.Wincral tewicso, Izrael w_ _poez i
polstie,, Faryd 1958, p.127
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ten long after the January insurrecticon: for instance, 1n
the monologues of Natali. in A.Urbahsty = Pod tolumna Z/9:-

unta (1880, who refers to the Foles as "the new Israel of

=

the nations':

"A cxymze ty j;ested biedny fez narodoie”

Czymze™ Azaliz nie wybranym ludem

I nam 1 wam wydarto ojcdw Ti1emig.

I was 1 nas » torbami w dwist Ta ooy

Wyroli pedzog srogie... 1 obydwom

Jehowa zginad nie dat, - chod nad nami

Crarne cragnely chmury: morddw, harby,

Fozogli... (..)

Folton Ci, nowy luddw Izraelul (45)

/What are you, you poor nation of tears™ What are you 1+ not
the chosen people™ You were robbed of vour fatherz" land as
we once were, Cruel fate chases yvou away lile beggars, as 1t
chases us. But Jehovah protected both our nations and didn t
let wug perish i1n spite of the darl clouds of murdsr, +fire
and humiliation which covered the sly (..} Homage to vyou,
new Izrael of the nationg!'/

These and zimilar messianic concepits provide just  one
1llustration of the itmportance of Israel 1n the peculiar
rnational mystigue of the 18408, Its statuz ag the chosen
people sst the pattern for understanding end depicting the
election of the Foles. Izrael’s unigue qQualitiesz az the suf-
fering "nation of tears", on the one haend, and a nation
stubbornly attached to 1ts cultural heritage on the other,
male 1t a freguent point of reference 1n discussions of Fo-
land s destiny. In these worls the Jews appear again  and

again to confirm the election of the Foles and to predict

445 T.lenartowicz, "Izrael"., 1n: Posoie. Warsrawa 19468, uful
S01-5302

4%5)  A.Urbafsti, Pod_lolumns Zyamunta. in Utwory _paeb,czne.

Lipsl 1884, p.187T
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their final victory 1n both 1ks "earthly" and "theological”
dimensionz. The fate of Israel provides a measure of Folish
misfortunes and of the "sacrifice" reguired of the Foles Lo
endure as a nation. Neot surprisingly. then, Jewish charaoc-
ters tend to adspcete a purifying mertyrdom whose deeper
sense lies in preventing any accommodation with the "orime
of the partitionz" and thereby szaving ths Folish nation from

Lthe danger of spiritual "death".

All  these 1deas can be found 1 the monologue of
T.T.Jei g patriotic tavern—teeper. who urges a young Folish
nobleman to  oin the fight. The Jew 3 arguments are built
around the 1dea of "sacrifice" and "purification", the |ey
rnotions of Folish messianism. In the pssssge below thesze
notions are coupled with x discusz=sion of the respective hls-—

torical roles of "the two most suffsring nationzs on @arkh":

"My, Zydzi. zeszlibydmy s51g nad woda, 1 csrzongla
czarnego ltoguta v utopirl: nasre groechy .. Ale pa-
nowie Folacy to co 1nnego. bo my nardd lamentu,acy
a wy walcroacy: my tdziemy do Boga o wiellaim broy-
biem. w Smiertelne, loszuli 1 o gtowa, pochylong -
wy osTanitacie glowy lroyvws scabla, a ten = wes,
lte scable podnosi. U proez to samo S1§ OCoyen-
€2é... 1 #swieci narodowr sal Bwigty.. 1 chod zgi-
nie, to nie zgime oe wsoiystlim., bo porostawla po
sobi1e nie sane tyllo wspomnienie, ale to co Matat-
aasz  Machabeusz... Matat asz pozostawit Judasza a
Judasr Jonatasa., a Jonatas Szymona... Ale Izraela
Bhg sltarzal na rozprossenie. & was nie stazat, ho
zrobid Folalb dw narodem wielbim... Nas byto mato.
garstecol a  ludza: Wasw o gal o morou o w plasiu, aal
gwiasd na mebie... Nesca cala ziemia nie byta
wiglsra od trocliego powratus polsl 2 Zizmie 1lex
ta troclich powilatdw w sobilie miedci!,. To ted was:
Machabeusse nie prreming. ,al nasi, ale beds sig
mrosyli, mnozyly 23 proygydole coas biedy catry nae-
rdd  Machabeuszrami 1@ stanie.. Mnie 218 dase.
wielmoZny panie, dodat, odebtchnawssy — ze mim Fal-
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sl a do ocoyszozenie proystapl, potroebs je5 1 Ma-
chabeussdw, 1 talich, co s1@ bi,;8. 1 talich., cow
mgczarniach ging. E;. bo to oni ociyIzcoenie
Tprowadra. . (446)

‘Wee Jews would come tugether and 111l a blacl
rooster  on the river banl and drown our sins. But
1t 1e different with you Felesy we are a lamenting
nation, and you are warriors. We go to God with a
great cry. wapped 1n prayer shawlg and with bowed

heads... You ralse protect: vely vour cocrooled
swords  over your heads and those of you  who do
that are purified and, lile saints, are light to

the nalion. And even thoze who perish do not pe-
rish  entirely, because the traces they lesvse are
not gust 1n human memory. but are al=z=o  =such as
Mattathies Maccabee lefb behind him. Mattathias
left Judah and Judah left Jonathern and Jonathan
left Simon. God condemned Tsrael to dispersion,
wWhich He spared ,ou by maling the Foles a populous
nabion.. There weo just & handful of ws while you
are as numerous as grains of sand on the sea bot-—
tom end stars in the =ty Our land was nobt larger
than Troli count,. and how many Troli counties
does FPoland contain' That 1s why your Maccaboes
will not disappear as ours did but will multiply
and  multiply unti1l finall,y the entire mation will
he comnposed of Maccabees.. ! have the feeling,
117y he  added, taling a breath, that before Fo-

lend =z puwrification 13 accomplished. the country
rmeedz 1ts Maccabeess;  both thosze who fight and
those who die in pain, because those bring purifi-
catian.

46y T.T.dei, Drugie bofe _ _przy
T.T.Jera, X111, Warscawa 1970, p.oS



Fage 71

V. THE LEGEND OF THE MACCABEES

v

Footed  1n thie meszieanic ocheme, the identification of
Ierael ™« historical fate with that of inDuwrrectionary Folana
became a widespread literar, ztereobt,pe :n the 13Zé60z. The
fall of insurrectionar ; Warzaw was commonl ¢, compered to that
of Jderuzalems Foland was referred to az Zion: the FPolish
freedom +fighters were 1dentified with the Maccabesszy  the
pain  and humiliation of defeat found their equivalents 1n
Biblical 1magery such as the Fabylonian 2.1le and the de-
ztrusztion of the Lemple. The lamentations of Jeremiah and,
generall , spraling. the misery of dizpersion and erile 11~

lustrated Foland™z recent euperiencec.

Such parallels =porsdically appeared 1n older worls,

neccazionall, evon oan worlz weatten before the MNovember up-

47y J.F.ldoronics, "Hymn do Poga. 0 debrodoiesztwach Opatrz-
nodci  narodowt polzslismd wy,iwiadczon,ch po upadia Folsli“,
in:  M.Jamion. Bedute, romonlyczna poesz a niepodleglogciows.
L raldw 1979, pp. LiZ-114

48) "The parallel of Folish and Jewish fate develops=d by the
poetry of Folizh messianizm appeared with particular fre-
guency abt  the time of patriotic demonztrations and duwring
the Januwary vprizing.” M.Janicen. M.Imigroadzta, Eomant,zm__ L

historia. Werssawa 1Q7h p.5145 zee also M.Janion. Fedubta,
romantycona _HOBZ 4.0 Qudlem&mmuﬂiwe Fraldw 1979, pp. 57—
-S4y J.lelewel, ”ﬂd“"wa do ludu 1zraelsl 1ego” cleTsy e
Fostgpowa publiceyziyl s emigrac, na.  Wobde *rdgjL {=d.}
Wil sazrewicr  and W.lewandows!li, Wroctaw 1%'1; Dzl o,
QE”JFEEELES“_nggtéiiL__l~QQ§UEQ*§EQQELﬁéLé_~EEL_L_ dalobiny
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rising of 1870 (47). But only the defeat of that vprising.
defeat which gave birih to Folish Messianism. made them a
characteristic element of the “romantyczns tultora bleskbi" -
Lthe romantic rulture of national defeat 48). In particular.

the notion of two parsllel nations 1n eale, the Foles and

“
o

the Jews. and the concept of the choszen Folish Izrael

a

i

gured prominentl, 117 Micliewicz 3 historiosophical worts of

the Towianizt pericd (19).

ITn the 18&0s ithe biblical symbolism inherited from the
great romantic bards (A.Micliewicz., J.Stowachi, Z.brasinsla
and F.Uaessl 1) evolsed into a rich oymbolic language. Widely
uzed 1n & limited numbsr of varistions, these biblical i1ma-
ges spread rapidly. snriching the language of the street as
well as that of political propaganda. For instance. 1t was
o accident that the insurrectionar, government s proclama-
tion to "Braci Folaldw wyonanie mo,leszowego”™ ‘to brother-
Foles of Mozaic persuazion) of 20 June 1267 referred to the
Jews as "lud od wieldw walczas, do ostetnie; ¥ropli brwt zoa
wolnosd" (a mation which for centuries fought for 1ts frees-
dom to the lazt drop of blood) ~- a reference to Jewish re-—
mistance to {foresgn oppressors whom the document erplicitly
compares  to the Russians (50), In the 1840 the follloriza-
4% A Dul er, "The mystery of Israel 1n Micliewicr's To-
wianist Lectures on Sla.e laterature”, in The Folizh Fe 1ewn

VIII, TO01957)Y pp. 911, The term Towianizt refers to &, To-
wiansl 1 (1799-1878), whoze mystical concepts ztrongl, in-

flusnced Micliewicz s warl .

S0y Iydza o ow__powsitniu styer
f.E1zenbach, D.Fasnhauz, AW
g1-g2

Lument,

s PP



ti1on af both themes was so advanced thabt many writers saw no
need to assist readers 1n decoding the political message
wrepped 1n biblical symbolism. Thiz lachk of vclues” 1in worlsz
produced both 1n Folamd and 1n e41le can hardly be accounted

for by the vigilence of Russian cenzorship alone.

Unavoidebl ;. 1he repid proliferation of this biblical
and antigue zymbolism was accompanied by the simplification
o 1te metaphorical sense and 1is concerntration on a few
mayor themes. This topical speclallzatlon proceeded 1n two
mayor directions (31). The {first of thesze major themes was
the Babylonian @ 1le; the second, far more i1mportant, WAaE
the legend of the Maccabees. The last phaze and destruction
af the Jewish shtate, described from a variety of pointzs of
Jrew, provided this symbolic language with 1ts basic vocabu-
lary and internal sbructure.

The Bible remained one of the most powerful sourczes of

0

inspiration for insuwrrectionary poetrs,. Thiz "biblical" mood
of the populatiorn of Warzaw made 2 strong 1mpression on
W.Spasowicz, & prominent literary critic and a determired
opponent of the separati-t movement. Those who zhaped this

mood appearsad to him to be:

cod w rodsagu druzvrny prorol dw staro-hebragsl ich,
optakuzacych upadls Jeroszolimg, & zaracem prroepo-
wiadea jacych Proy, scle nowego Mes asza polsliego,
fEdrrego oczel lwenie miato wobudoid otuchg w sér~
cach wepdkziombdw (5D,
=1y The third popular antigue theme (unrzlated to *he Jzwus)
was that of the persecution of Christians under Mero.
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/something alin to a cohort of old Hebrew pro-

phetz, lameniing the fall of Jerusalem and at the

same time predicting the appearance of ¢ new Fo-

lizsh Mesziah. The eupectation of his arrival  was

suppaszsed to comfort theilr rountrymen. ./
Cpasowlcz '3 comments  on b.Ujeysti’s "2 dymem  pofardw’. 4
gong which -- lile "Rofe cod FPolelg” —-- was an unoff:zial
anthem of the 1867 insurrescticon. contain similar  obser.a—
t1ons. Clearly noting the "heretical' element 1n the 1n-

tensel ,; religlious mood of thesze ,ears. Spasowicz linlad 1t

smbyo-

i

to  the Folos® particular receptiveness to biblaical

Frawie nic chroedol,ancliego nie ma w t,ym  proe-
cragiym, pobtesnym ygbu, proypominas;icysm starobib-
liyny pracs JBremiasza. Spilewano tez chorat (co sam
W 18&1 sposobnodd miatem stwierdszid 1 na placach
publicznych, 31 w LoZcictach 1w =,nagogach {na
Danirtowicrowstre; wlicy,, gdoic obechie Teatr Ma-
Ivyr. Tal :&ar:ac:%é pral ad 1 ptaczgc slorzecs o8
umiely twllo dawni prorocyv. (37

‘There 185 almost nothing Christian 1n thiz  leng-
thy, powerful mosn, which brings to mind the bib-
lical lamentstionse of Jeremiah. In 1861 I per-
sonally heard 1L sung o public sguares, 1n chur—
ches and oynagogues (in Damitlowicrowsla street
where the Mal, theatre 15 loceted todav). Only the
old prophetsz were capable of uttering such curses
through tears./

Thiz "biblical" mood. stressed in man, other historical
accounts, waz occasionally perceived to be a betraval of the
true ipirit of lhe romantic legacy. J.Ciesz Msbi’s poem

"Hymny Jeremiego". for instance, directly contrasts the

pasowicz, Zygae o polityla margreblego Wielopolzliego
a, 111, Fetersburg 1892, .52

57) W.Spasowlcz, op.cili.. p.lof
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"praczliwe Seremiady"” (Jeremiah-lile lamentations) with the
romantic bards’ call for heroic military action. Cireszynsla
splicitl, blames this Bible-inspired lamentative mood far
undermining the Foles™ spirit and weal 2ning thewr military
effort during the insurrection.

W hymmach ziozony bosu. zemszt,y zardd

Wiec Jeremiego hymn, $piewal narod,

Lecz za to nardd na wroga s1€ roucit

Mie = tal@’mmcav &l wiesnoz presni nucil (54).

‘The ymrzE contain a germ of reveolt and vengeance/ the na-
bion wss singing Jeremiah’s hymns/ but then (the Foles) did

not attac! Lhe enemy,/ with & force comparable to that of our
bards songs. /

References 1o the Maccabees., the very core of this my
tholagy, can be found ever,where. They are present 1n the
mazoriky of literary worle discussed in this study o0 far.
They play. ac we have seen, a central role in the Jewish
tavern—teepesr -« oxll for "sacraifice" and "purification'  in

T.T.Jdez =

e
I
;

§

ugte bote proylezanie. Clearly referring to the
Landy epirsode, Horwid describes the Jews collectivel , as the
"Maccabes of Llhe Warsaw street”. "Machabe,”. the term used
by him 1inm "2ydow1e polecy," gradually came to derote a8 Jew
zympathetic to. or actively invelved in, the Folish insur-

-gctionary, movement. The patriotically- minded rabbi  1n

-

M. Romanows! 1" s poem "The rabbi" laments the fate of Warzaw.
which he suyplicitly compares to the destruction of Jerusa-—
lem.

54) T.Ciezzynsli, "Hymny Jeremiego” in Dirennit Literechy 42
(18&8)
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Wstal, 1 na miasto spoglada,ac toawo
~0 Jeruczalem! - jalngl - 0 Warerawo!

(%

~—

5

/He rose and loobling at the cit, wilh tearful eyes/ 0 Jeruo-
nalem. he moaned, o Warsaw'/

Folish 1nzurrectionist

W

The =zight of the evecution of
ingpires the following reflections on the parkt of the main

"

character 1n J.l.trasvewsl1’s Z,ds

e

r‘x

Fatrzyliem na tg sceng te wiruszeniem 1 wystawitem
sobie sedno z a2statnich powstah 1zraelztich proe-
ciwbo potegdze Roymu. Werystio tam tal zame  byd
musiato, losy to nasse, oycoyony stare,; powtarsely
Tig w Iywym obrazie, to samo pr"eélﬂdoqanleq boba-
terstwo, ofi1ary postrachy, tal ler blade Mo ennt -
Fow  twarze, tar mirosd ziemi. wiary 1 swobody
(567 .

E s ol ¥
!

-

‘T watched thiz zcene with deep emotion thinl ing
of one of the last Izraslite revoltsz againszt the
might of Fome. Everything must have been the same
the fate of ow old fatherland eeemsrged al
beftore my eyves: the =zame rpersecution. herocism a2
fmar before zscrifice; the zsme pele faces of bhe
martyre, the zame attachment to the land, freesdom
and fairkth./

A stmlar emphasis cen be found 1n T.lhensrtowics s pre-
viously guoted poem "Izrael”. Bub the Maccebee themo occu-
pres  on even more prominent place in another powerful poem
by Telenartowicz., "Lul Tytusa" (The arch of Titus) (57), Ttz
Folish marrator, a refugee, rontemplates the scenes on the

Frloman arch of Titwes commemoraticng the fall of tho  Jewish

i {The rabbi) ing Jobincral tewico
2.« Fariz 1958, p.107

SéYy Jullbraszewshi, Zyd (18B86), bral dw 1260, p.ST0



stete. His reflections on the similaribty of "0ld" and  "Mew
Testament swffering” are shared withoul reservations by a

compassionabte FRoman Jew whom bthe narrator acocidentslly meets
under  the arch. The column of Jew sh prisoners led to Fome
by the vickorious emperor aerges before their e,es wibth that
of Folish  inzurgents  on their snowy wa, to Giberia. The
splendor  of the respective victorsz egquall, mozlz the misery
of the defeated. The zimilarity cf the zituation of the nar-
rator  and Jew in noctuwrnal Rome finds 1bs eguilselent in the
timilaraty of the historical experience of their reszpecti e

nations (S . fAs 1n the other worls mentioned above, the

Lime zeparating the two events has been eraced.

In addition to emphesizing the theologrocal ztatuz  of
Lhe Fol=ze and the zymmetry of the two nations” historical
erperience, theze worls alzo strezs the tragedy of zn aris-
togratic tradition reducsd to humiliating slaver,. The feel-
ing of cultwal superiorit, additionzll, unites Poles and
Jewsz, Llhe two chosen nationg. 1n their common sontempt for

the bharbariesn oppressors. Consequently. contempt for  the

snferior, "mongolo-czerlies!a” Mongoelian Circassian)  cul-
oL e { the FRuszians - to use CoF JNorwid™ s formulabion i
"Ivdowie polscy' -~ 18 shared by Jews and Foles alile. The
57 T.lLenmartowicz. Ubub tyvtusa' in: Foes e, Wrzoawa  196E,
pe 500

=8y On the 1dentit, of the obiechbive situation of bthe narra-—
tor and that of the Jew. and the close zimilarity of hoth
charscters’ historiosophical  views 1in Lenarlowizz s "Ll
Tytuza" see M.Janion and I"l.._mlgr'odzlaq 1in Bomantyom a  his—

toria, Warerawa 1978, pp. £44-545
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Folish feeling of cultural superiority over the Fussianz,
e pressed by various Jewish characters, further ztrengthens

the FPolish-Jewish alliance.

FLEFDOWNIY, ‘rosyasli, do Iydowbil/
.o« Fomni g, womyoh Sydach brew prIynie...

JAHELA (z pogardgl:

/({the Russian) colonel (to & pro-Polish Jewess)
ramember that in my veinzs the blood flows.. Ja-

hela (with contemptl): of an Asian'/

59)  A.Urbahski, Cod Lolusna Zegmunta in Ubwor,  poetyzon
Lipshk 1884, p.271

Wi

q
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VI, RELIGIOUS STEREQTYFED

The Warcaw demornstrations and their intenszely religilous
atmasphere —-— a mood which lozt little of 1tz 1ntensity  in
the Ffollowing vears —— affected the literary trealment  of

af Jewrsh

i

Judaizm. Fercetved az the main i1declogirel zow o
zupport, the teachings of Judaism were anal yjoed praimarily
from the point of view of their impact on Jewish political
behavior. A more poszitive evaluation of the Jewish ethos
(60 logically followed the prevailing view of the PFolish-
~Jewish alliance oz an act of religrouws reconciliation (&1).

srimulated by two related factors: the

it
it

This appraoaach w
s2ry strong rdentification of Folish patrictiszm with reli-

the ons hand, and the pre 1owoszl, dig-

u}
3
f

girous walussg (4627
cussed prominance of 0ld Testament motifs — rooted 1 mes-
granic  thought —— on the obhoer. Thiz unprecedented diminu-

&0y Echoing many contemporary intellectuals, MoJasterow snal-

ted "the recent changes in the perception of Jewz and of
their attitudes toward Poland", Pharacterlztlcally. in his
review of the new edition of J.U.Miemcewics s Lesbe_1_Sidra,

Jazskrow choze ho gess over 1n silence the navel "3 cantent,
{focusing wnetead o the warmth of the introduction "inspired
by genuins love™. Julrzemla. 9 (18&1), p.é&B

&1) Ju:namlﬁerElan :Q:&Jé_ﬁgﬂétéﬂlé_,%LLQEQAQUQQEz__EQ’i:
ideplogit. Lwhw 17 p.10: W.Dowonlowsli1., op.cit.. pp. &1~
-74

o J.Znamierowsl a, op.cit.. p.d. ZInamierowsla stresses the
continuity between the religious mood of the demonstration

period and that of the uprizing years. This view 1z zhared
by J.buloczycol a-Baloni, "Foer ;2 powstania styconiowego” 1n
Doredzichtwo literaslie powstopnia  _shbyoonigwsgo.  Warsoawa

1244, pp. 42-44%
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tion of the negative stereotype of Judaism expleins the po-
pularity of the religlously-inepired old-fashioned Jew., &
figue modelled on the 1mage of a biblical patriarch, as an

incarnation of Jewish zupport of the movement.

On  the whaole, the unorthodo  Lreatment of Judeiom, one
of  the "herebical” featuwrss of the literature under stud,.

15 marled b, the aboerce of a clesrcub division between the

i

Christian and Jewish traditione (7). Foles and Jews share

common Bod, 2 God freguently contrasted with the dorld for

]

ez supporting of Foland 2 esnemie=s. Even Norwid s "Iydows

i

polscy”, whose ostrong attachment to Christian theology L.
rather sceptional  1n bthe literature under study. pralzes

those Jews whos

Mongolzslto-czerligslie, nie 2lgllil =18 buray
I Bogas Mojcescdw bronili wran o nemi. (&40

‘Unatraid of the Mongolo-Circsazss an thunderztorm joined us
in the deferce of Moses~w God/

The prayer for Foland, including the Jew' s prayer for hisz
homeland®s  well-boing (0f which the anonymous "Modlitwe i,~

ddw warszawsl 1ch w 1B&1" (Prayer of the Warzaw Jews 1n 18&1)

n

and T.Lenartowicz’s "Izrael" provide typical eramples), 1- «

a7 The "heretical" feabures of thig mood and 1ts complets
disregard for the dogmatic aspect of rel:igion charscteristic
of  =ome populsr religirous movements are emphozized i1n J.MHa-
ciresewsi i, Erzedburzopcy, s problemsatyl praefomu _sleds,
romantysmen 8 pozsL.wisgem. brabdw 1971, pp.l107-117

24y CLt JNorwid, "IZydowie polscy”, 1n J.Wincoaliswics, Toraosl
w_poez,l polslie,. Farie 1958, p. 108
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characteristic form of poetical expression. Lesc frequently.
as  1n L.MNiemo,ewsl1's poem "Do I.raelity" (To an JTsraelite)
(65) and M.lorwin-tochanowsli’ “27a:enle wygnanca' ATy
exile’s wish) the Jewizh God s blessing for Foland 18 re-

quested by the FPolish narrator. The Jewish presence on Bol-

gotha 1n M.Ilnicta 2 "Do zi1ostr moich” 12 not that of Judas

ar  the wandering Jew, figures commonl. associated wikh  bthe

Crucifinion. Instead. we find there. under the cross. "bladsa
cér% Izrasla” {thae pale daughter of Israel), vihio, lhavineg

wiped the blood from the Redeemner = feebt., awarts the coming
resurrection of Chrigt-Folsnd. Her unshalen feith 1n Fo-
land’z mraculous rebirth 15 given as an example to be {fol-
lowed by pabriobic Poliszh women. In a =z=imilar Golgobths
Leene, 1n S.bosrczynslits Ostainae

overshadows

i
il

smartwychstanie, Mary's devotion to the croz

211l the sarthlv feelings of a "woman, sister, wife, mother

and Jewess" (&Y. The anonymous author of Dwa_  Izrsclc
ztressesz the "holinsezt of "Alel zander Lande =" secrificial.

death. The ,oung Jew's decision to ;oin the defence of the
Folieh cause recelves the religirously mobti sated apprao.al of
his mother and., Lhrough ihe Jdewish mother = bleszing. Lhat
of the Jewish God. On the other hand the evengeslical 1mage

of the Yirgin Mary facing the impending death of her Son

sppesrs to have served ar the protobype of  "Alel zander oV
&£5) See the discussion of this poem in Holilecznsti, yaidizhe
tipn_in_desr poylicher liletabtur. Warzaw 1927, p.é&l

_rolu, Lwow 12489,
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mother 1n this farewell scene (47).

The abserice of Lhe negative sterecbtyping of the Talmu

£

-— in  contrast to both earlier and lster literasture -- 12

ancther =triling feature of the insurrectionsry and garl ;
post-insurrectionary warts. The Telmud never oppears 1n them
az  an attribute of a negative Jewish character. On the con-
trary, respect for 1tes teschings: distinguishesn the positive
prceptions  within negatively portrayved groupz. A Lypical
@rhample here 18 the pious old Barbtold 1n J. I.trascewslil’ s
Zyvd., who differz from the “godless” Warsaw plutoorabkz an
termz  of both religious mentality snd political attitudes.
Matli. the old "Talmudic scholar® in A.Urbhsli"s Fod Palumna
cyamenta  ends sach of hiz patrictic tirades b, & gezture

pointing  to the Talmed 23 bEo the 1dewlogical sowrce of hbis

it

o
3
&
o]

mupport for the Fole=z. In iig J.Itrazzews! 1y embar!
unprecedented  defensze of Judaizm and, 1n particuelsr, of bthe

Talmud, desoting to

[
+
3
ja}
1
m
3
i}
n}
_(,.‘
by

[im}
fil
H
=
1
i
f1
]
EE.
b
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i

ravael of the Talmud 28 fullys compatible with good Christian-
~Jewish relations. and as a source of mzny saluable i1deasz,

wan based on fairly entensive research (&L8Y.

Fimally . the previcusl s mentioned poem "The rabbi" 18
not  alone 1n emphesizing the patriobic behavior of the Jew-
ish  religious hierarchy. Occasionally, the rabbis  acti.ely
gncourags  the pro-Folish attitudes of thelr congregations.

&8 The discussion of sources used by Fraessewszl: can  bs
found 1n Nelvga. op.cit.. pp. 198-192
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In J.ubrdlinst:is  Janel. _Piaty. for example, & Jewish ta-

vern—teeper, who wultimabtely turns out to be a representeby ve
of  the zecret Folizh government. enyoys the full moral sup-
port and protection of his rebbi.  This latter cliche, nobk
urilite the sterectype of the pro-Folish "baiblical” Jew,
seems Lo indicabte szome degrec of misreading of the political
map of Jewizh societ,. It seems legitimate to  linl these
widesnread religious stereotypes to the witers’ partial

failwe in 1dentifying the real souwrces of pro-Folizsh atti-

tudes (&%) .

6%) In contrast bto the memberz of the Jew:ish intelligentsia,

bourgoisie and other elements & posed to Faolizh 1nfluence.

the conservative religious masses tended to avoid hecoming
[ T

involved in the Folish-Fuszian confrontation,
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CHAPTER THREE

THE JAMUARY UrmrIS8IlIilobk

1. JEWISH ATTITUDES TOWARD THE REVOLT

The Warsaw demonstrations are the main but not the only
Jewish theme in the literstuwre dealing with the uprising.
Until  the end of the 12th century, and during the first de-
cades of the 20th century, Folish literatuwre continues  to
evaluate the political attitudes of the Jews in bthe ocriti-
cal years 1841-1844 by essigning to them a small but fairly
tvpical part among the themes of the uwpriszing. This evalua-—
tion., however, iz constantly revised in retrospect and tends

to evolve in an increasingly negative fashion. Bub while at

il

the end of the century attention 1z focused om the way, in

i1

which Jews profited economically from the uprising, the cli-
mate of the first decade after 1847 was substantially diffe-
rent. Moreo.er, in the 18605 the romantic model of the Jew-
ishh patriot, a model now firmly rooted im historical real:-
L/ gains a lasting place among the "Jewiszh" themes of Fo-

lizh literature.

An entire gallery of heroic Jews, i1nsurgents and s, mpa-—



thizers of the upriszing, a3 well as the tremendously, popul ar
Jankiel im Micliewic: s Fon_Tadewsz. demonstrate the radical
1f shortlived inprovement 1n the social climate. Depictions
of the Jewish contribution are predominantly positive. More—
over, the literabture energing after the uprising occesional-
1y uzes the Jews as an instrument of social criticism, and
contrazts the:r s.amplar,y behaviouwr with the egotistical and
unpatrictic behavior of the Folish nobility. The contrast
between the radicaliesm of the Jew and the concilistory mood
of the rnobilit, 18 frequently emphasiced by writers assoo-
iated wibth *the Reds: T.T.JeX, J.Narzym=sli, M.Romanowsli,

W.Wolsti, E.lLubowsli. W.loscczye and others.

For 1nztance, inm T.T.Jdefs Drugie  bofte proylacanie
(God "z second commandment, 184&), & novel which discuszes
recent erperiences 1n the guice of the 1871 vprising. a Jew-
izsh tevern-teeper 15 nobk only the hesrt but also the intel-
lectual Jorce behind the uprising. The Jew forme hiz  own
concepts  of strategy. gathers weapons and intelligence, di-
sulges 1lroop movements to the inswrectioniets and gives
money to the insuwrectionary cauvse. He constantl, urges bhe
apathetic gentry Lo join the fight i the name of the most
sacred cause - Foland's independence. Heving become an advi-
sor  to the Muscovate administrator of the province. the Jew
engages 1n sophisticeted political and militar,y intrigues.
From hiz own poclet he covers all Lthe substantizl evpenses
assoclated wibh these activities, ackivities for which bhe

nobility refuses to pay « penny. The result of thesze manceu-—
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= ) menk
verings 1% that no Russian troops are present at the mo

when the insurrection finally breals out. but the apathetic

gentry 13 not 1n o posittion to tale advantage of the ideal

military circumstances.

During the i1nsurrection the Jew 1s badly wounded. Hfter
the uprising, he 1s the only one who remembers the wrong
meted out to =ome of the i1nsurrectionist families. But even
in this area he dnoes nok receive the nobility = support. The
gentry quiclly adapts 1tzelf to the changed political oir-
cumstances and {finds a modus vivend: with  the wvictorious
power . Ite collective pearury invalidates the charges
against the Muscovite administrator of the provaince. whom
the Jew had sued for robbery and murder of the civilian po-

pulation.

The Jewish contribution also occcupies a central place
in J.Doierziowzii’s  end W.Sabowsli’s Chrzest  polzii  (The
Folish Eaptism) (1845). The novel tells the story of a rich
Fodolian tavern-leeper, Mortlo. who, along with other mem—
bers of his family, supports the movemant by wvarious non-mi-—
litary means. The walls in Mortlo =z tavern are decorated
with effigies of famous Foles, i1ncluding tosciusclio and the
romantic bards. Among scenes from Folish history a prominent
place 15 given to a prcture featuring the heroic death of
Herel Joselewicz 1n the battle of loct (1). The arrival from
Warsaw of Mortlo s totallv Folonized grandzon, Joref, =dds a

new dimenzion to the family s involvement. Jozef ;oinms  the
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fighting to emerge as the leader of a detachment of crafts-
mern and worl ers which operates i1n the nearby woods. MHe re-—
peatedly saves Folish lives and ultimatesly dies while brimng-
1ng  the woman whom he loves good news from her Folishh fian-
ce. The authars favourably compare the attitudes of the
“common people” (including the Jews) with the cynicizsm  of
Folish arizstocrats who use their connections 1n the Russilan
administration to appropriate the estate of eitled 1nsur-

gents.

W.ltossecoye™ s criticism of the nobility went even  fur-
ther. The Jewish hero of hic story W_ogniu _woelnoge:r (Inm the
blase of liberty., 1886&) participates in the 1841 Warsaw de-
monstrations. supplies the Foles with weapons and 1ntelli-
gence, and finally joins them im the partisan war. Treated
b first as & security rizl. Janliel the tavern-| eeper
finally manages to prove his devobion to the Polish csuse.
With a pathetic gesture similar to that of the "Jew with the
craoss", he grabs the flag from the bands of a2 fallen ensign
and leads a detachment of fLosynirerzy in an  attacl (2.
Janltiel s bravado uwltimately helps the rebels win & decisive
battle. Ha.ing rendegred numerous services to the insurgents
az their spy and arms supplier, the Jew 1z hanged by the

Fussians following a denunciration by a Folish nobleman. Cha-

n

racteristicall ;s (bearing 1 mind tosseczyc's poalitical

VIEWS ) . the treacherous nobleman (Wwhom we mest 1n the last
1) Berel Joselewice (1764-1809), colonel of thz Folish army:
organizer of & Jewish urit 1m the tofciuszlo insurrection of
1794
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chapter twenty years after the incident) 18 portrayed as
driving force within the Galician conser.atlve camp 1n
attempts to discredit the uprising 1n the eyes of ol

worliety .

23y Fegasant units, armed with zoyvthes
in the Fosciussl o uprising.

108
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11. OTHER JEWISH FATRIOTS IN THE LITERARY LEGEND OF THE

JANUARY UFPRISING

In the literature dealing with the January uprising,
the pro-Folish altitudes of the Jews are erpressed 1n a va-
Fiety of ways. In J.Narzymsli®s novel Qagoym (The stepfa-
ther, 1872) the Jewish tavern—leeper 1llegally manufactures
bullets, while other "bracia mo,cestowego wyonania" (bro—
thers of bthe Mosaic persuasion) in the FProct region  beshave
"with  complete neutrality” (T). The theme of the Jew saving
Folish lives by hiding inswrectionistes 1n the tavern ap—~
pears i1n a number of worls. In A.Urbahsl 17 s poem "Rydy Mort-
to"  the tavern-l eeper hides the legendary, peasant partiszan,
general Borelowsli-lLelewel. By doing =0 the Jew e.poses his
51l wife and newborn son to harsssment by Cossacts. In
Fodunosra o story "Froam" (1888) the tavern—leeper helps his
Folish landlord to escape from the Russians. In J.trdlin-
sl1's play Jdanel_ _Biatry (The white Johln. 19085 the pre-
viouwsly-mentioned Jewish taverner hides the chief of the
secret 1nsurrectionary police., Jan tartowicz. In 8. Zerom—
rzels (The fairthful river, 1917 the Jewish

tavern 1% the only friendly 1sland 1n 2 hostils =ea sur-

- JeMaroymst 1, Ohczym. Bibliotel a NMarodowa., zeria 1. 168,
Wroctaw-t raldw 1958, p.21G.
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rounding o wounded insurrectionist. His life 1s ultimately

saved by the heroic efforts of two women., one of whom 18 the

tewenage dauvghter of the tavern—|eeper.

In M.bonopnicla’s story "Jal Suzin zgingk" (How  Suzin
died) Surin, the lesder of a ma or partiszan detachment which
cperatesz 1n  the Lithuanian woods, 12 assisted by a Jewish
officer named Firsztasn (4) . Mauryeoy Lerbas”™ insurrectionary
exparlience inspired M.J.Wielopols) a's story "tapitan Lerbas”
{(Captain Lerbas, 1917). In A.Scymansti s “"Hanusia” a Jewish
insurgent leads his rebel detachement out of woods 1n which
1t 15 lost. Im the same author z ctory "Srul = Lubartowa®
(Srul from Lubartdw), an exiled insurrectionist meets a "fa-
natical” Hassid 1in Siberio whose genuine atbtachment to Fo-
land helps the former overcome a depression caused by home-

siclness. In J.lrdlibhsti’s play W pod (Ir

i
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the Fawial prison, 1708 the Jew, imprisoned for his  in-
+olvement 1n the movement., proudly admits his Folish loyal-

ties and expresses his contempk for Foland s oppressors.

]

In J.l.trascewsl1 s novel Coerwane _para (The red

couple, 18&4) a Jewish doctor follows a partisan unit tal ing
care of the wounded. "The !ahal officials. the rabb: and

other Jews" warmly greebt the insurgents entering 3 provin-

ES

cral  town (35). Im J.l.ubraszzewsli’s presiously- mentioned

Stpieg (The spy. 18464). Jewish youths actively participate
4) Vonopniclta may have had in mind a Jew by the name Glazer,
SBuzin's second-in-command. J.b.Urbach, Udzzial Zyvddw w _walce
o niepodlegiosd Folsli. Warszawa 1978, p.159. o
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1in the pre-insurrectionary conspilracy in Warsaw by under-—
going secret milatary training. trascewsli compares  these
clandegstine groups to "the arl of Neah", which, after the
hlooady flood of the war. will "give birth to a new Folizh

world," and tales obvious pleasure 1n a@mphssizing  the

B

group” s heterogeneity.

Ghiorec SBerafin (..) lrgcit s1@ tu oclera;as s1g =
sedne, strony o sterego Izraelibg w atlasowym zu-
panie. = drugle; o pastora protestancliego w coar-
MY i, obcistym suwducie. Litewsti Tatar progsbhyty
umyglnie wpod Trol braterslo witat s1g = drugim
P sigdoem (&).

JFather Gerafin was moving about, socializing now

with an old Isreselite 1n a gatin gabsrdinge now

with & Frotestant mimister 1n a blacl. Light suit.

A Lithwantan Tatar, who arrived from Trolil  sspe-

ti1ally for this occasion., fraternally greeted the

ather priest.’/

The courageous hero of A.AsPvE s Zzg (The Jew. 1874)
zavies the lite of a FPolish character im the pley during one
of the battles. In P.Frus® Lalla (The Doll., 1890 both of
the novel’'s main Jewish characters are vetersns of the 1867

inswrrectian. Both Henryt Solangbaum and Doctor Souman pasd

for btheir patriotic deeds with vears of exile 1 Sibheria.

The main Jewish character ain J.1.lraszewsli1 s izg {The
Jew, 1846) . Jalub Hamon, spends the critical months of 1841

attending consprratorial meelings and participating 1 Lhe

Ty d.l.brasmewsti. Cogrwone para. . brabdw 1709, pl.loo

LYy Julutrasrewsti. Szopreg. Dbrezel wspdloczesny. Foormar 138449,
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Warsaw demonstrations. Although he shares traszewsl ’o
doubts about the political senze of the uprising (7)., Jalub
feels morally obliged to share the Folizh fate, first on the
battlefield and then 1n enile. trasrews!l also introduces a
large gallery of poor, deeply religious, traditional Jewz
who do their best to help the Foles. Thewr gestures of scli-
darity with the suffering Folish nation sre full of romanbic
pathos. ne of zzg"z most original characters 13 a Jewish
officer 1n the Russian armys, & man tragically torn between
hig Puseslan loyalbtiesz and his deep zympathy for the rebels

and their Jewish friends.

The experiences of W.Wolsli1"=2 "Mosiel” striltaingly con-
verge wWith those of trascewsl1's Jabtub Hamon., Mosiel, whose
original rname undergoes & significant transformation 1n the
poam 1nto the more rafined Moslies: (Moses), am indication of
the Jew 8 acceptance within Foliszh zociety as a "Fole of the
Mozaic persuasion”, campaigns ‘as does Jalub) to mobilize
Jdewizh suppart for the FPolish cause. He 12 wounded i bobth
the Warsaw demonstrstions and (lite Jalub) 1n the uprizing.
As 1n Jalub"s case. exile conztitutes a closing chapter of

Moziel s 1nsuwrechtionary eXperionce.

Fod ana _Zygmunts (Under the

In fA.Urbarsll s play Fod Polumna,
7) The evolution of trasctewsli’s views of the uprising. as
expressed 1n his novels dealinyg with bthe reveolt, 12 exten-
si1vely discussed by B.Osmolsla-Fislorsla., Fowztanie  st, -
czniowe w__tworczosci Jozefs lgnacedo traszewslieac. Torud
1967 and A.Zyga. Modifying his esrlier pro-Red sympathies,
Frascewshy gradually moved over to the White camp which. in
principle, opposed the i1dea of armed struggle.
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statue of ling Sigismund, 1880) a Warsaw Jewigh family
wholeheartedly supports the movement by hiding the weapons
and documents of the conspirators 1n the basement. Thea head
of the family, Matali. fights a private economic war against
Moscow by bleeding dry ("zdoiera an zlérqﬂ) bue Russran deb-
tors while supporting the Foles with money which he collects
fram Warsaw Jeus. Natali’ s daughber Jahels, 10 love wilth =z
Folish patbtriot, servses az a liaison for the rebelz. while
Naktalil1’ s son Benjamin pays for bthe famil, = polibkical 1n-

val vement by being drafted into the Fuszian army.

The old Jewieh antigue dealer 1n A.Oppman’™ s posm "Bersl
Jawor" recalls. on a lonely Satuwday evening. the death 1n
the uwuprising of his beloved son Eli, 2nd the good old kimes

of Folish-Jewish brotherhoaod.

Zgast md,; Eli ,al dwieca zdmuchnigts
Tal a Yradna dmierd dat mu Jehowa

Fan dobrodzie; Mastelsza pamigta”™

Fan dobrodoie; nie widoiatr Jastrowa™ (8),

/My Elir was extinguashed lite 2 candle/ Jehovah gave him 2
beavtiful death/ do vyou remember, =i1r., rahbi Mairselz"/
didn’t you sece Jeastrow, sir™/

-

s  Wybradcy losw (The chosen of fate. 19881-

In W.toszcoye
-1887y, E.lubowsli1’s Si1lny

1863), M.Batucti’s Sterzy i _mkodsl (The old and the young

1865) and F.Willodsla's Na_pograniczu On the border., 186454,

A, Oppman, "Berel Jawor" in [
Qoo wielu, ed.d.Tuwim, Wa

ey Rlsarzy  pols
o £l

2. 487

fomse


http://Wv.br
http://cy._l.gsu

Fage 114

we find numerous echoes of the pro-Folish or cympathetically
neutral attitudes of the Jews. In No_poaranigsy Willonsla

describes the Folish pabtriotism of "pocociwe Zydi 1" (goodna-
tured Jlittle Jews) as "bordering on fanaticism" (?y. The
Jews 1ncessantly cross the Prussian border to smuggle  the
rebels into and out of the war-zone or to supply them with
weapons  and vital information. They alzo ackt asz emissarias
and provide shelter and care to the wounded insurgents. 1n
W.Frzyborowsti's DNoe shbycsprowa o oo na Do styecsnia 1860 .
{The night from 20 to 27 January 1867, 1920, an adventure

novel designed {for the young reader, Jews repeatedly help

the Foles outamark Lhe Russians,

The theme of Jewish material support for the Folish
cauge can be found 10 worls by Urbatist 1, Jed., Doierzl owsbi,
bFrazrews! 1 and many others. We also find 1t in M.Dabrowsia’s

story Fowstanie 13862

Fowitbany

-
Pl

wobaoady (The revolt

f=
Hat

iy

l H

|
i

of 18467, MWelcoming war and freedom, 19146). The generous ges-
twe of the Bgdoin Jews., who provide Folish socldiers  with
badly needed zhoes and sheepocoats, 1nspilires a song which 1s

sung by the 1nsurgents.

"Josele, Josele, co bty robizz stary”
"I ofuchy. bucisla dla te; polstiey wiary" (10),

/"Josele, Josele, what are vouw doing thers, old man™" /0 (1
am mal 1ng?) sheepcoatsz and shoes for Folish seoldiers"/

2y F.Willohsle, Ne pograpiczuy (1884). 1n Pisma_Fauling = L.
Wiltodslie,. VII. Foznalh 1864,.p.44

12)  M.Dgbrowsla. Fowstanie 1867 c. Pomitanie _wo ny 1_swobo—
dy. Warsrawa 19146, p.l4


http://Na_ggqra.ru

J.lastrys” poem “Trzy rymy" (Threes rhymes) e presses hope
that the Jews will contribute their share to the cause. In
Fontrymowicz-0gidsti's  Froed pdr wietiem (Half a century
ago., 1912 a horse-smuggler sells a beautiful horse to  Lhe
Foles {or half the money he wowld have gottem from the Rus-
S51AaNS. "1  5a sestem Polstliem,'" -— th: Jew 2 plains —— "L
prosre Boga Zeby nam poblogostawi". (I too am a Fule, and I
pray to God to bless our caused (11). Fimally, the outbreal
of hostilaties f1lls T.T.Je: s tavern—leeper with deep ;0/.
He ruszhes to male his own contribubtion bto the 1nsuwrecbiona-

rY Cause.

Zydowl na twarzy ,asniata wiella radodd. Wszedi-
sz /. do ndg samych polionid z2ig wodzowi 1 natych-
miazt mowid saczaks

= Ach' Jal1Z ;8 wrcresliwy. Ze j;uf widre Folal ow
co mi1g 1da bid'.. Da,. Ro-e, wielmoinym panom
szcrgdcie 1 sdrowie... Day. Fole, abygcie ich po-
bBila 1 wypgdzili.. (..)

~Ja tu trocheg rubelldw proywidst..

To mdwigc, dobytr za baftana spory weretel 1 poto-
vt na stole. (..0

-Datem, com miat w slroryni.. Jeszcz
1@, to jeszcre dam... Da,;, Bozo
zmienidt =18 w lule. (.0

- Moya Ruchla, gwatt, chciata ze mna jyechad, Zeby
s1g§ na Folal dw popatrzed. ale ;a ;25 powledziat:
s1edd, babo, w domu, piecx chleb 1 s=zyv, ltoszule,
zebys miata Folala coym nelarmid, ;al  przyadoe
gtodny., 1 w co odoiac, jab pro,sdoie gotry." (LD

1

e mam na }aha-
2, Tebhy laidy rubel

‘Great Loy shone on the Jew's face. Entering {the
room? he bowed deepl, hefore the commander, and
immediately started Lo tall:

- Ah., how happy 1 am to see Poles who are going Lo
fight... God bless vou with good lucl and health..
With God’s help you will beat them (the Fussians)
and chase them away... (..

-~ I brought you here some rubles..

Saying this he lool out from his yaclet a Fzirly
large bundle 2nd put 1t on the table. {(..7
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- 1 gave sou what T had in my chest. The | akhal has
mare of my money. so I will give vou more later..
BGod willing, every ruble will fturn into @ bullet.
foa)

~ My {(wife) Ruchla i1rnsisted that she go with me to
ses you, to tele a lool at the Foles, but I told
her: ctay home. woman., bale bread and sew shirts
sn  that vyouw can feed o Fele 1f he 1s hungry ard
dreszs bim 1§¥ he needs clothing.”

na. Chicago 1912, p.71
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I1T. AMEIVALENCE

Although predominantly positive. the evaluation of Jew-
1sh  behaviow 1n contemporary Folish literature 1 nob free
of ambivalence. These ambiguous feelings suwface, for 1ns-
tance, i1n Norwid's shorbt but telling account of Jewish atti-
tudes 1n the demonstration period. In a letter to a friend,
Norwid depicts the tradibtionally dressed Folish Jews who
pffer to purchase Warsaw s main prison, along with o few
cannons, from the Russians. The price of thiz dnusual mer-
thandise, in  which the reader 1z lilely to see symbols of
Foland s historical esperience rather thamn commercial ob-
aects, does not appeer to matter to the Jews., This grotesqus
transaction emphasizes the Jews™ 1nability to transcend the
limitationzs of theirr materialistic ethos and thus 1denlify

with the elevated patricobtic mood of the FPoles. (173

lLimitaing the discussion of this ambivalence to one of
1ts charecteristic manifestations, we will briefly review o
few worls i1n which the patriotic "good Jew” 18 accompanied
by his negative double: an anti-Folish or non-patriotic "bad
Jew". Freqguently featuwed in the literature of that periocd.
such pairs provide valuable 1nformation on the political

17y C.t .Norwid, letter to A.Jerowiecl:i, in: L1
-18461. 1n Firsma_wssysklie. VIII. Warscawa 1971, p
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attitudes ascribed to various groups within Jewiszh society,
and on the way in which these attitudes are linted to their

cultural characteristics.

W.Wolsl1's Folish-educated and throughly assimilated
Mosiel ~Mo,fesz, whose only Jewish feature 1o the lip-service
he pays to Judaism., appears in tandem with his old-fashioned
father. Whils Mosiel s estrangement from the Jewish world 1s
followed by his rejection of “cheating" (Mosiel earns his
living "honestly"), his father, & ruthless Warsaw usurer,
personifies capitalism. Even though he lowers his 1nterest
rates "by one penny" in reaction to the euphoria of Folish-

~Jewilsh brotherheood, we learn that:

senssse Eyllo dla -astug svna
Dotad nie sbito mu slory. (14)

/0nly because of his son’s merits/ did he not get a beating
s0 far./s

In T.T.Jder 58 Drugie _bofe proyl aganie the patriotic
tavern—i eeper Srul never separates himself from his negative
shadow: an evil, non-patriotic tavern-leeper niclrnamed Ce-
sar. UCeszar, a horze-smuggler and muwrderer and the head of a
gang of professional thieves, does not mind serving as a
Fussian Spy. In the wrising' s last phase we see Cesar s
gang. jowned by the corrupt Russian administrator of the
province, tilling., raping and robbing the civilian popule-
tion (137. A similar duo of Jewish tavern—leepers i1z fea-

14 W.Wolsti, op.cit.. p.124
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tured 1n J.trolinsti's Janel Biaty. While the “good" one

plays a ley role in the (nsurrectionary movement, the "bad"

one 18 hanged by the i1nsurgents as an alleged Russian spy

In J.l.lrasrewsti’s  Zyd the patriotic orientation of
the pious, traditional Jews 135 contrasted with the atititudes
of the wealthy, cosmopolitan and "godless" Warsaw bourgeol -
sie. The latter s response to theszse political events ranges
from indifference to Foland's fate, profiting from ecornomiac
cooperation with the Russians (1ncluading providing them with
army supplies), pranning the future "tal eover" of Foland's
economy, to active involvement 1n anti-Felish spying.  The
"bad Jew" 1n A.Urbarfsb s Egg_Lglgmggbzigmgggé, a worldly
young man, shares some common cultural $eatuvres with tra-
scewsti’s villains. This Jew. who earns his living by spying
and staging polittical provocations for bhe Russians, 13 di-—
rectly responsible for the demise of Natali., the noble Tal-

mudic scholar, and of his ardenbly pro-Folish children.

In Ju.l.trascewsli1’s Fara czerwona the “"good" and "bad?

Jews appear on the scene almost simul btaneously. The “bhad®
part 18 played by a tavern-leeper and hig voung wife who
happen to be recent converts to Christianity. The tavern-
-leeper 13 referred to as a "neofita"., while his positive

counterpart., the previously-mentioned young doctor., i1 (-
15 A discussion of both characters i1n terms of their common
roots 1n the stereotype of the Jewish tavern-—| eeper can be
found 1n M.Opalsti, The Jewish Tavern-t peper _and _his_Tevern
in_Mineteenth-Century Folish Literature. Jerusalem 19B&, pp.
5457
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troduced as an “"Izraelita, Folal " (Israeslite and Fole) (1&).
trasrewst: s dizgtrust of converts., an attitude widespread 1n
contemporary wribtings and easily understood by their rea-

ders, appears to require no special justification (177,

Stata (tam) mata larcremla do btdre; prozewodni}
t.arola Bpoc:qﬁ na chwile wprowadoit. Znalefly tam
tylto szynlarza 1 scynbarle, neofitow, Foorym cos
*le = ocodw patrzato. Ostrregat tes towarzoysz | a-
rola, 12 ludziom tym spetne dad wiary nie bylo
morna. (18

FAThere) stood a litle tavern to which the guide
led tarol for a shorbt rest. Inside they found j;ust
the taverner and his wife, neophytes, whose appea-
rance did not inspire confidence. tarol’ s compa-—

rnion  warned him that these people could not be
fully trusted./

The taverner, found guilty by vor populi. 15 hanged by the
rebels for alleged treason. After the execution, his re-
venge— seeling wife (who immediately turne 1nto a whore ser-
ving Russian officers), reveals the location of the rebels

camp and oins the Russian zoldiers in wildly profaning &

rebel "s grave.

Fimally., 1n J.Diierzlowskl s and W.Sakbowsli1"s Chroes

t

fudi

pelsti. the role of the Jewish "bad guy" 1s played by a mo-

ney-minded wheat trader (Berel) who profits economical ly

16) J.l.trascewstil, Cara Cierwona. 11, traldw 1909, p.178
17) The most negative part in Zyd 1s also played by a con-
vert who is a Russian 1nformer. In J.Narzymshi o Oyeoym the
rebels betrayed by a nobleman assume that the traitor 1=
lilely to be a convert or ivl. a city dweller.

18 J.1l.ltrascewsti, op.clt.. pp.léaS—-14b.
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from the war and, 1n addition, 1% A spy. He 15 contrasted
with two positive figures who represent the two most fre-
guently featured types of "good guys": the faibhful tavern-
-l eapear iMortto), on the one hanmnd: and the 1deally de-—
~Judaized young enlightened Jew from Warsaw (Jodcef)., on the
pther. The moral and political orientations of these three
Jewish stoctfigures are summarized by the authors as fol-

lows:

Fudy Berel byt typem Zyda-spelulanta., +tdr,y na
wszystlo tapatruj,e si1g me stanowista gesteflu.
Weryscy Zydoi sa talim po tros-e, ale 1nni posa
geszeftem maya, rodoing, ma,a cos, do cregn  s1e
proywiaralli, & wysatlowi. sal Mortlo., potrafig
nawet zapomnied o 1nteresie, a i1dealnt, ab Jdeoef
umieya nawet woniesd sie do winmiodle;szych uczud 2
zapomnied o wezystlbim, co ma jalilolwiel zwiacel
» sracherl g. (19)

FThe red-haired Berel was the sort of Jewish spe-
culator who considers everything from bthe point of
view of business dealings. Al Jews are tn part
lite this, but others have families and things
other than their business to which they become
attacheds the exceptional ones among them, lite
Mortl o, even manage to forget their profits. while
the i1deal ones, litle Jazef, manage to elevake
themselves to more noble feelings and forget about
anything related to dubious monetary aperations./

12y J.Dmierzlowsti, W.Sabowsti. Chtzest polsliai. Lwdw 1877,
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IV. THE GOOD GUYS AND THE BAD GUYS

The pattern that emerges from this brief review applies
to most 19th-century fiction dealing with the theme of the
uprising. The social and cultural characteristics attributed
to both poszitive and negative Jewish characters are remar -
bably stable. Two prevailling types of "bad guys" find theur
egquivalents 1n two varieties of “"good guys". The first of
two negative stereotypes 1s the traditional Jewish villain,
mast  prominently represented by (&) the "treacherous aren-
darz". typically the tavern—leeper. a character deeply
roocted 1n Folish tradition. Faradosically. the bad tavern-
~leepers serve as models for the good one=s, the patrictic
Janliels, Ffigures shaped by & symmetrical reversal of fsa-
tuwres traditionally attributed to the "bad guy'. The second
type of wvillain 1z (b)) the ymproperly moderniced, zecolar
urban Jew. This group of characters., which occasionally i1n-
cludes Jewish converts to Christianity. has been estensively
discussed 1n the chapter devoted to the 18350s. On the posi-—
tive side the most prominent role 1s played by (c)  the
"farthful arendarz". most often the good tavern-l egper. and
(d} the young, fully Folonized member of the Jewish intelli-
gentsia. They form two distinct pairs of "bad" and "good
guys" (& & ¢ and b & d) which correspond respectively to the

older and the more recent Jewish stereotypes.
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Some elements of this pattern have been observed by
scholars dealing with various aspects of the theme of the
uprising, mainly with 1ks treatment by J.I.trastewsti. In
thie rcontext B.Osmélsl a-Frslorsl a, S.Brutot and A.2yga tale
riote of the negetive treatment of the rich bourgeoisie.
.0smdlsla-Fislorsla goes a step farther by noticing a pat-
EFern 1n Lhe depiction of Jews supporbing the Folish ceouse.
She correctly divaides the great maj joraty of the literary

"goud guys" inko the two distinct types charactericed above.

While the negative portrayals of the wealthy bourgeoisie
("wielia finansjera’") -—-- as opposed to the patriotically-
-~minded townpeople ("mieszcrahstwo") -—- are discussed i1n the
contexkt of one particular author, the btypology proposed by

F.Osmdlsl a~Fislorsla applies to Felish literature i1n general

(20

The "faithful tavern—leeper” 1€ a traditional Jew who
caombines FPolish patriotism with a deep attachment to Jewish
tradition. The Jew' s Folish sentiments result from his long-
standing exposure to Folizh cultural influsnces, an exposure
predicated on his economic ties to the gentile world. Even
though the Jew's feudal loyalty to his landlord's cause ap-
pears as & powerful emotional drive. 1t 18 outweighed by his
religiows mobivabtions. The "faithful grendarz" 1s frequently
depicted as a patriarchal figure who thints 1n terms of ana—

20y B.Osmélste~Fistorsla, op.cit.. pp. 58 and
Fraw 2o

1967

218: S.Brul ot,
wepolozesne 1B62-1887 J.l.lvascewsliego. |raldw

[ = &
p.l126y A.Zyga, op.crt., pp. 201-20C2
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logies between the biblical tradition and contemporatry Fo-
lish reality. Jantiel the tavern—] eeper, 1n Micliewicz’s Fan
Tadewsz (1874), the spairitusz _movens behind a pro-Napoleonic
cansplracy to regain Foland's independence, 1o the obvious
prototype of these figures. In the poem. Janliel’s tavern 18
nok only the place where national traditions are preserved,
bhut also the place where political action i1s planned. En-
truszted by the local nobility with the most delicate polit: -
cal missions, Janlaiel acts as liaison between Folish noble—
mern 1n Lithuania and pro-Folish forces opereting outside the
ProvInGe. Thie conservative Jew 1s among the most trusted
men  of the mysterious priest, Father Robal ., and one of the
few to now Robal "z real sdentity as well as the role he
plavye 1 the patriotic conspiracy.

"

The tremendous i1mpact of Fan Tadeuss"s Janbiel 18  ma-—

nifeskt not only in the name Janliegl, commonly given to pat-
riotic Jews. but also in direct references. For enample, 1n
"Synowie Izraela" Z.Felitowics paraphrases the famous scens

in which Janliel plays the Folish national anthem 1 front

-

of noblemen. Micliewics's slightly altered words serve Feli-

lowicz as a metaphorical dezcription of the outstanding mi-

litary deeds of his Jewish charackter (213,

Ouotations from Fan_Tadeus:s are even more numercus 10

azle. a poem 1n which both Micliewicr and his Janliel

21 Z.Felitowicz. "Synowie Izraela". in Zandarm, obrazel =

1867, Faris 18&4, p.27. On Janltiel as prototype of the "good
Jaew" see also M.Opalsli, op.cit., pp. S52-57
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appear as ma,or literary characters. Together, they lay the
foundations for an alliance of the two Israels. Janbiel. an
tnsplrad biblical patriarch who predicts Landy™s death 1n
1861, 135 o Figure overloaded with literary symbolizm. He
personifies the glory of ancirent Israel and the "arl of the
allirance” hetween Foles and Jews. He also serves as the per-
sonl frocation of Polish patriotism. Janliel’s cultural con-
wer vatiem ~— as opposed to the new lifestyle spreading out
from Germany -— constitutes an i1ntegral element of this per-

sonifrcation.

0! Niemcy macie swoilch Mendelsondw

I alrytego laurem Mayerbera

A my nasrego boslilego Janliela

Fochanta Litwy, Folsli przy,aciela. (20)

A0R Germans,  you have yowr Mendelssohns Zand  vour {amous

Meyverbeer/ while we have ow divine Janbligl/ Lithuania's
lover and Foland s {friend./

In trascewsti™s worls the degree of piety. and the ex-
tent to which the character observes Jewish traditions,
clearly 1ndicate his political attitudes (27). Future poli-
bical choices of the characters can be =asily eutrapolated
from Zgg"s lengthy description of a Saturday celebration in
a provincial town. While the "Israelite" Janliel Mewes ob-
serves the Sabbath with love and great religious real., Dawid
Seehach, hic neighbor across the street, demonstrates his

contempt for tradition. Accordingly. Janliel turns out to be
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incere patriot. As might be expected

27 NuN.. Dwe
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of a figure given such a symbalic name, he does nob hesitate
to assisl a rebel chased by the police and to provide shel-
ter for the wounded. Although he 18 introduced as a "mer—

rhant", Janliel s professional life 1e passed over in 51—

lence, and he seems to spend most of hiz time praying.

Orn the other hand., the strongly acculturated ("neirther

Folish nor Jewish") Seebach family 1¢ immersed in dubious
fimancial operations., ncluding moneylending. Dawid See-
bach"s only concern 15 profibing from the war, which he

hopes will enable ham to leave the ghetto. Both these obj,ec-
Eiveg wWwltimately draw him close to the azssimilated Warsaw
bowrgeorsie., trastewslil s favorite source of villains. The
theme of Dawid’ s cynical seduction of Janlie2l s  daughter
provides trascrewsl: with one more opportunity to contrast

Lthe two characlers.

A =mimilar difference i1n attitude toward tradition op-
poses  thoe patriob Matali: and the spy Rubin in Eggﬁ_LglngQt
Zygmunta. Matali aincarnates the best features of the retro-
zpectively 1dealiced religious Jew. He does nob question the
enisting social order, while his modernized opponent dreams
of a society which would allow him to forget his Jewishness,
These anti-emancapatory overtones, the linl Urbadsl 1 estab-—
lishes between modernization and moral corruption on the one
hand, and righteousness and & traditional lifestyle on  the

other. appear clearly 1n the following dialogue:
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NATALT:

Nasz Zalon - naszc Zal on!
Tyvd Zvyvdem, Fubin™

RUBIN:
Cxymze™

MATALT:

Ty™ Tyg niczem'
Azall spetnias: zalonu proepisy”
Suknia, 1y sercem, tys nie Zyd.
FUEBTN:
Przesﬁpy'

§w1at rnaprzod brocoy. (24)

SMr o Our law, ow law/ Are you sti1ll & Jew, Fubin™/ R: What
@lse™/ HMN: You™ You are nothing'! Do vou follow aur law™/ You
are Jewish neither 1n youw heart nor in the way you dress/
Rr Superstibtions! The world goes forward. /s

Inm wontrast to this precccupation with the patriotic
bramd of Judsism, the economic aspect of Folish-Jewish rela-—
troms subsides an amportance in the literary output of the
18403, After a brief eupharia,. however, the sconomic gques—
tion reappeare with 1nocreased intensity 1n the literary
treatment of Jews. The "good guys" of both linds not only
epress  contempt  for the "godlessness” of the emancipated
Jews, but strongly criticizce thesir "materialism". FRemaoved
from +the context of their uvusual economic activities. tLthe
patriotic Jews are described primarily or solely 1n terms of
their political loyalbtie=s. Unless they reverse the direction

~4) A.Urbabsti. op.cit.. p.187
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of their capitalist activities (providing Foles with money

1nstead of accumulating 1t). they are reluctant to engage 1n

any business dealings whatever.
Y a

This 18 not to say that the anti-capitalist i1deologys in
1tz 18%0s form lost 1ts appeal 1n the following decade. 0On
the contrary., 1t was easily i1ncorporated 1n the nationalis-
tic mysticism of the early 1840s, while mone, matbers become
monopalired by various Jewish villainzs. fAccording to  the
hrstorian W.Frzyborowsli, the inswrectionery yesrs were
marl ed by anti-materi1alist demagoguery and rejzection of the
evolubionary approach to social life. The radicale condemned
the "disgusting consumerism” of scociety and res;ected prog-
rams armed at strengthening the nabion’s spocial and material
well-being on the ground that these represented a threat to
genuinely patriotic feelings. W.Froyborowslt glives & 2 de-
tarled account of angry reactions to & press article which
dismissed these slogans as "ths demagoguer,y of the street®.
The anonymous author of a poem published 1n response 1o this

article maintained thate

"handel nte sbawil, nie womiec: ducha mitodcy, du-
cha ofiary", e "niech racse; 2gtuchnie ten gwar
gredtdowy L te rooprawy elonomicone., niielil pacler:s
nasz Chrystusowy 1 naste swo;sshle gtosy ulicone".
{25

MMTrade will not redeem us. wi1ll not generate
feelings of love and sacrifice”; "betler the +tu-
mult of the money marlet and of ecornomic debate be
silenced tham ow Christian prayver, and the famnl-
liar norses of the street."/
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Even though the non- and anti-patriotic attitudes of
the Jewish bourgeoisie are discussed in predominantl; @bhi-—-
cal., political and psychological categories,. the anli-capi-
talist bias surfaces regularly. This discussion centers
around the |ley concept of "the worship of the golden calf’,
a guasi-religious veneration of the power of money which 13
aesociated primaril,; with the most secular strata of Jewysh
gsociety. Their "godlese" ethos 12 contrasted with the values
ascribed to both Christienity and btraditional Judaism. In
other words, total Folomization or tradibional Judaizm  are
alternative paths enabling the Jew to transcend the snulless

materialism inherent i1n the Jewish tradition.

The anti—caplbtalist ethos of the "i1deally assimilatbted"
Jew 15 ~very pronounced. An unespected Lnheritance allows
Jatub Hamon, the son of 2 poor villages tavern—| eeper, Lo
spend & fortune on philanthropic activaities without engaging

in the potentially "dishonesst” proces

i

of accumulating  mo-—

ney- The Folish basptism’s "ideal Jew", Jdoef. manag

es Lo

il

"forget" completely aboub monev. Raised 1n Warsaw 2 the

only son of a Fodolian Jewess, Jdoef becomes a painter.

Wardd samych prawie Folal dw wychowat 516 Jzef:
usposobilente Htdre wiirgt po matce w nam wyrobito
poped wyzsry do wakystliego co oszcovine 1 waell e,
(..) /Jdref/ miat serce poetyezne 3 wylisre =odol-
nodcl. Drie;e polslie; ojrovany studiowat, unostd
s1g  polshba poess ;g. Zpiewat piredni polstie., a gdy
g1 W nim rozbudsit balent do malarstwa, rouacat ns
pibtro same polstie prredmioty. (260

28)  /W.Froyborowsti/, Hisboria dwdch la
Z.L.5. 1ntroductory part 1854~ 1840,

121

n_labt _1860-1842 proec
I, traldw 1892, pp.189-
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/ddzef  was raised in oan almost purely Folish  en-
vironment., The character which he inherited from
his mother drove him to everything sublime and
grandiose. /Jdref/ had the heart of a poel and was
highly gifted. He studied the history of his Fo-
lisgh fatherland, svalted over Folish poestry. sand
Folish songs and, when his talent for parnting
crystallized, he stucr! to Folish themes alone.’/

And  vice-versa: the professionally active "bad guys” retain
a strong linl to the most "tracly! aspects of the capitalist

econamy and successfully resist Folonizaboion.

Jdzef, Jalub. Wolzsli's Mosiel., Urbansli1'= Jahela and

T

other "i1deal Jews" saserve as Literary models of proper

I

assimilation. They share a fascination with Folish oulture
in 1te distinctively romantic form. They i1dentify themselves
- and are referred to by non-Jews —— as "Foles" or "Foles
of the Mosaic persuasion”. A love affair with a Folish pat-
rict, whom for various reasons they never marry. fregusntl.y
provides an additional factor attracting them to everything
Folish. Mixing political cempaigning with missionar,y activi-
ty. they tend to engage in pro-Folish militancy among Jews.
Actively cseeling Jewish support for the Foles, they outline

the conditions to be met by Jews before they can achieve

full integrstion into Folish =zociety.

Everr though they are completely FPolonized culturally,
m6Yy  Characteristically., Jdoef bears no lileness to his  fa-
ther, an enlightened Warsaw merchant, but tales afbter the
“higher nature" of his mother. The ardent patriotism of the
latter originated i1n the Jewess love-affair with a Polish
uhlan. J.Dorerztowshi, W.Sabowsli. Chroest_polzli. Lwhw
1877, pp. 1246-7
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these characters never change their religious alleglrance,
the last element tving them Lo the Jewish world. Their devo-
tion  to Judarsm varies both 1n intensity and in the way 1t
affects Lhe characters® behaviow . Urbadsti uses Jahela sz
religious feelings to euplain both her pro-Folizsh  leaningz
and the absence of a happy ending 10 her love affair with an
insurgent. Jalub's endless religious preachings outline a
recipe for the proper modernization of the Jews. lraeszewsla
contraste Jalub ¢ i1deal combination of European education,
Folish patriotism and treditional Judaism with the disap-
pointing effects of modernization based on secular values
but not followed by Folomization. Jalub, his porle~-parole in
Zyg. sges the latter as a potential threat to good Folish-
-Jewish relations. Mosiel, who "does not uanderstand"  the
teachings of the Talmud., Miszhna and bemara., observes ne:tbher
the Sabbath nor the dietary laws and, 1n general, "femols
lite a Christian”"., nevertheless uses the previously-guoted
Messianic arguments 1n his pro-insurrectionary lobbying
among  Jews. Jdzef, too. successfully re-educates his grand-
father ond other Fodolian relatives by teaching them Polish
patriotism, the [Folish language and the rules of proper
ethical conduct. Religilious symbols and rhetoric 1n the ser-
vice of the 1dea of Folish-Jdewish reconciliation are a stan-
dard element 1n the breatment of the "Jew with the cross! (n

Mie numerous i1ncarnations.
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V. THE MOTIVATIONS OF THE JEWS

Bome perceptions of the motivations which drove the
Jaws  to support the Polish cawvee have been analyoed in pre-
viouws  chapters. The most pronounced motivation 18 the Jews
moral  and religious identification with the Poles. Admira-
tion for Folieh cultuwre and contempt for the Russian cul ture
(both understood 1n predominantly spiritual terms) reappear
as  factors mobilizing Jewish support. In the discussion of

the revolbt conducted 1n Zacioze (19212). one of W.Biero-

-*

srewsli1’s characters utters the following highly characte-

ristic remarl s

Byd Folaliem - to difugo. a mode nigdy., nie bedrie
dobrym i1nteresem. Byd Folaliem bo znacty nalerced
do wielliego.. crerplemnta’ Dotycheroas porywaligmy
1 rarafali innych, tych Niemcow 1 bych Zyvddw, @
dynie nasoym wiellim, ofrarnym ucouciem. (07

/To be a FPole may not for a long time., perhaps
never, mean good busines=s. To be a Fole mganz Lo
helong to a community of suffering' 8o far we have
thrilled and infected others., those Bermarns, Lhose
Jews, wibth ow great sacrificial feeling alone./

The mot:f of the common ememy. which presents Folez and
Jewsz as victimeg of the same oppressor, linls literary per-
ceptions more closely to political reality. The anti-Jewish
preyudice of the Foles 1s played down or dismissed as  a

27) W.Si1erosrzewsl 1, Zacisze (1912), Warscawa 19862, pp. 105-4
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“weed planted by the oppressors” which, seriouzly wealened
by the demonstrations, 15 bhound to disappear in the future.
independent Foland. After victory, eternal brotherhood will
reward the Jews for their support. The radical camp’s ad-
dress of March 2, 18461, ko tho Jews worded as & Jewish ap-

peal to the Jews., strongly emphasized all these elements.

cs.choceciel poonad prawdziwego ducha narodu™ Oto,

widricie, raledwis broche wolhnie, oddycha, a juz
epranit Lego we wsoystlich | ogciotrach  tulkejsrych
oowall 1@ srowami mitosciy 1 braterstwa bu nam,

proyona g ac nas 2a doieclt ojcoysnny, Fhdra od odmuiu
wieldw ramiesziugemy- (..) W mniemanych nieprzy ja—
ciotch  uyrzeligmy naszych prayjaciotr: "stato cig
to mnie s1tg. nmie priemocd. ale duchem moim." roeld
Bdg. Fan Bbg to zrzadzil, uzbrajza,ac w odwage lu-
dra smrlachetnyoh., aby przemdwili zZa NABT & BRI AW
a wrogdw Folsli, rozsiewaqt,ych nienawesd  migdoy
3€3 doiecmi, sl azatr me milczenie (28).

SDo oyvou o wanl bBo trnow the real zpirit of the na-
trion™  You see, no sooner did 1t bresethe slightly
more freely tham 1ts priestz in 8ll churches add-
reszced ws 1n words full of love, recognizing in us
children of the fatherland in which we have lived
for ei1ght centuries. (..) Dur presumed =snemles
turned oul to be ow friends, and "it happened not
through violence but through my spirit”?. says the
Lord., The Lord mani fested his will by bestowing
uporn noble people the courage to speal for us,
while He @si1lenced Foland s enemies who spread ha-
lred among 1ts chaldren./

Finall /., thie literature emphasizes the long tradition
pf a Jewish presence in Foland., which tied the Jew histori-
cally and emotionally ko the Folish so1l. The feeling of

tollective gratitude for the "mew Jerusalem" which the Jews
28y The address to Jews of March 2, 18&1. 1in: /W.Fr-vbhorce—
sb1/ op. cik., II, btralow 1897, pp. 114-115. The passzags
dealing with the enemies who turned out to be friends may be
an  echa of l.trumsctyl o sermon delivered i1n the synagogue
o Nalewl: street.
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ration bacl. The "ideal Jew s road to total Folonization
typically i1includes moving to Warsaw, acquaring & modern Fo-
ligh education, love for « Fole, re,ection of the Jewi sh
heritage encept for religion (a special emphasis 1% placed
on 1ts capitalist and linguistic aspects), and participstion
in a crusade aimed at promoting Folish interests among Jews.
These preparatory steps are followsd by the charscter’'s 1n-

valvement 1n the insurrectionary movement.

Literature produced later 1n the centuwry emphasizes the
glement of moral commitment made by the Jews in the years
1861-1842. The deterioration of Folish-Jewish relations af-
ter the 18&4 defeat 18 presented as the unilateral Ffailure
of  the Jews to leep the promises given to the Pole: 1n the
agarly 18&0=, In retrospect. the Foles acceptance of the
Jewish commitment (which 18 typically requested by the Jew-
1sh =1del  was 1ncreasingly portrayed as conditional. The
list of Polish expectations grew longer and wazs acocompanied
by constant modification of 1ts content. This interpretation
of  Folish-Jdewish reconciliation underliez the following
scene  from J.I.trasocewsl e Zgg. 1 which the Jewish ffeor

of friendship 18 being accepted by a voung rebsl.

Winy =g = obu stron 1 2 obu stron sszcoere proeba-—
crenie 1 zapomnlente o proessiodol wy;dd powinno,
Wiel irny. Ofwiata rospowsrechniona, wsryetlo nas
teraz zhlizyd 1 priesednad zmusza.. Wyciggamy dro-
nieg... Nie odpychajcie ich...

~My' mtode pololenie' - zawotatr Iwad - m, bydm,
mieli was odpychad!' Mofeszie to proyspusdcic™ Zna,-
da, s1g§ poesady. wstrgty, rescttll niedognitych wy-—
vbraZeh., portostatogcy dawnych wieldw.. ale ogdt..
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srocrercze  wam diod wyciggnie. Eadociex bradmi, ale
badicie mimi  w duchu, nie w sdowie, w coynie. &
nie pozorem tyllo: badscie niemi nie tyllo w chwi-
11 powodoenia, ale w pracy 1 w bolegci.. (29)

/The guilt 13 on both sidess; both sides should
sincerely forgive sach other and forget about the
past. The new century, and widespread education,
force us bto seel reconciliation and ceooperation.
We hold out our hand. . Do not repel 1t..

- We, the young generation' — evclaimed Iwas -
would we repel your hand”™ How can you assume any-—
thing Jlite Lhis™ The remnants of past centuries,
some nob altogether rotted remsinders of prejudice
and old concepts may =ti1ll be there. but the =zo-
ciet,; az o whole.o.. will sincerely extend 1ts hand
to you. Ee our brothers, but brothers in spirit
rather than 1n words brothers in deed rather than
1n appearence. Be ow brothers in time of success,
but also 1n worl and suffering.

The =earch for a more complex image of Jewish responses
to the political events of this period 1s doomed to certain
tailure. The pattern of depicting society az a mystical or-
ganism, miraculously wunited by the force of patriobtic feel-

ings, crystallizes 1n the 184805 and grows lasting roots 1n

i}

the literary legend of the uprizing. Despite of diffe-

i

-t
i

gn
rentiation in the writers®™ approach to the social reality of
the uwuprising, the powerful myth of national unibty reteing
much of 1ts origimnal vitality to the end of the period under
study. In the context of this myth, often diszeminated by
literature 1m0 total disregard of the facts. the Jews appear
in tandem with such highly symbolic figures as  pro-Folish

wfficer

i

in the Fussian army, various [asyniersoy. craftzmen
devoted to bthe inswrectionar, cause and even pabtriotically-—

minded Wrainians. Im W_ oyntu_wolnodci. where most of  the
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above-mentioned characters appear, an attacl cerried ouh by
OsynLers: under Jantiel s command &llows the rebels to win
a decisive battle. Similarly, the unit commanded b,y Jbzef in
Chrzeoet  polsli 1z composed of poor craftsmen, worl erz, and

other popular figuresz.

The myth of mational umiby also zuwrfaces 1n the form of
the Folish writers foar-reaching reluctance to note and  bo
digscuss the particular interests of various social =ztrata.
F.Crepulis noktes the striling scarcity of anformation  on
Foland™ s social siructure 1n the memoristic literatuwre of
the period of the uprising (70). The same appearsz bto Lo rue

of the 1nsurrectionary poetry (T1). The ungueztionable prio-

rity given to the independence 1ssue overshedows the =so-
~called "lwestia socjalna” (the sociel questiond. 1ncluding

the Ffoubure status of the Jews. The low prioribty; typircally
given to social matters in the garly 1840s has been acl now-

ledged by several contemporary observers:

twestie cpolecone wstrrgso,ace obecnie plerwszo-
rredriymi pafstwamt europesshimi (..) byly oho,etne
dla umwaiéw palalich, najzwiglsy nawet biedacy za-
pommiell o dregcoace; tch ngdoy,. owracazac my3le do
BPFraW L CIYIny 1 L&y niessorgdliwego  pofostenia.

(2D

AFPolish minds were andifferent to social 1SEUes
which shale Ltoday the most powerful FBuropsan

ot oo prmy

7o)y R.Crepulis, op.cit, p.oT0

71y Z.Miemierowstses, op.cit. p.olo

s, Gregorewicr,  Poglad brybtyozng ng wypadbly oo r.l1361,
LﬁéZL 1865 1 _caczecpnigbe z_nich uéigaéwLL_ggiat'g;ue Z_po-

gggg_ggér E”]E%%Vlhyq Lwdw 1880, p.%5
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states. Even the most deprived forgot thelr mise-
ry. turning instead their attention Loward isocues
concerning their fatherland and 1ts unfortunate
swituation. /

The opinions expressed by literary charactersz who speal for

the authors fairthfull , reflect thege prevairling attitudes.

Stwhrzmy rozumng, 1 trwatsa, podstawe narodowego by
bu, miepodlegtodsd, & doplero provstapm, do FODWL 8-
oywanla zadania spotreconego. (00)

/First leb usz crea
tor the nation’s
will procesd to s

te a reasonable and stable basziz
gxlstence, 1ndependence; then we
elve the social question./

0 masady spierad =18 bedrie dosd coasu wtedy. bie-
dy sui bedsiemy u siebie. (74)

fWe will have snough time to argue about princil-
ples (r.2. the shape of the fubure society?d whisn

4

we are fTinally mastars 1n ouwr own house. /

The Jewish theme i1s nat the only one affected by the powser-
ful emphasis on national whnity. The reluctance to confront
socio-palitical reality sktrongly marls the i1mage of peasant
involvement 1n the movemsnt., even though the "peasant gues-—
tron" 15 undoubtedly the single most widely recognized so-
c1al 1ssue. Worls dealing with the 1867 theme are full of
irndividual peasant partizans. regular peasant units {among
which losynierzsy ensoy underztandable popularity) and esven
peasant officers. In some of these worls, such sz E.Lubow-
zt1"s novel Siln 3 _stabi (184D, peasants are depicted as

Spiridion (E.lubowshi) Silni 3 _sfabr. II. lralow 18465,


http://Wv.br

the driving force of the movement (25). The peazant masses
passive and often openly hosztile attitude toward the upris-
ing 1s rarely discussed before the publication of Zeromshi™s

crucial  worls on the Januvary uprising {(2é6). With some minor

sceptions (such 23 o few scenes in M.Batucli s Proebudzrent
(18464) or J.Narcymsbi’ s Qaozym (18723, this literature
tends to hide, pats over in silence or even distort the
parnful truth (77,

Finally, Lhe literary appeals for national unity fre-—

gquently allude ko the ebthnic ond religiuns conflicks 1n the
Wraine. For 1nstance, 1n J.Zachryasiewics® nggtg Jur the
Warzaw demonstration of April 8, 18461, strongly 1impresses
two vasitaors from Eastern Balicira., relatives who are divided
by conflicting national loygalties (Folish versus Uhrainian)

and religious allegiences (Greel Orthodox versus Catholic?

al

i

within the family. Mot only do the,; reconcile, but the 0

]

both shed blood while attempting to tale over the cro fr

0
"

)

fm
the hands of Lthe fallen "Jew with the cross". Transformed by

this experience. Lhey return home and devote their energies

nE On Lubowsli s 1mage of peasant i1nvolvement see J.Detl o,
Wepotuczestnicy narodowe, sprawy. Warszawa 1973, pp.1é-18

26 Thais theme, tirst introduced by Zeromsli in Eg;gg;ggiﬂ’
nas__truba, _wrony (1894). was further elaborated in Wierna
rzela (19103 ALStrug’™s collection of stories Oscowie _hasy
(1912, also devotes & great deal of attention ta +his
1ssUe.

=7 On the guestion of the literary perceptions of peasant
involvement see Z.Zabicli. introduction to J.NMarzyvmetl1, G4~
coym, Dp.cit.. pp. LXXXIII-XCII
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Lta promobting sacial peace and FPaoligh

Uraitne (78).

pp. 127-144
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VI. THE TMAGE OF THE FUTURE

The source of many mizperceptirons of Jewish atbitbtudes
lieg 1n the prevailing political mentality. which was shaperd
bhy a romantic worldview. trasrews!i’s view of the Januwary
upreasing, strilaingly similar to those of many (uf nobt most)
contemporary Folish writers., 1% described as follows 1n &

study dealing with hi: concepk of patriotism.

Z tego splotu wypadl dw tyllo ltorieconodd prawdsi -
wego  tuobyuwatelnientat chiopa 1 o woiggrnigctie go do
wallili o wyzwolente narodowe byita dla trascewstliego
4asna, natomiast cela rescta proedsetawiats mw s1g
w sposdh oderwany od rrecz,wistyeh warunt dw el ono-
micznych 1 spotecznyoch. gidwnie jato wynul WL
sren, teslnot., drmiatanta zerca 1 oinst,nltu. (.Y W
farliwe; atmosferze “elstacy narodows ", Ftdra -
2yo zdaniem -~ byia nawiglsoym o0s1agnigciem mani-—
festac 1, rmie b,to miejsca na walliy politycone.
f..) trascewsll brytyl owal Wielopolsliego ra ko,
Te obserwd;ac proebieg manifestac,1 warssawsl Lfoh
wymy2lit  “hydrg rewoluc;l socjalnes” (..) podoras
gdy byly one "tyllo" sprana narodows, spraws pol-
ﬁlﬁ: {..) Mopliconoscr polityocone, wall a narodowa
o wyzwolenite, stwarcaty podstny grunt dla tral bo-
wania narodu jalo catosci. do gxul znia  i1dealnych
w1g"dw ma jqoych s asadnye spol stosd narodnw%' (o)
Froblem Tupbywatelrieria" 'las nigszlachel ich wi-
driat trascewsl 1l w btyech samych | ategoriach co coo-
Fowi romantycy polscy. (T

AThe necessity of granting civil rights to  pea-
gants as a means of winming their support 1 the
struggle for national independence was ths  only
mne  of theze interwoven factors of which rassow—
%) E.Warzenica. "l oncepc,a patriotyvomu w powiesciach b ra-
szewsliego o powstaniu styconiowym™, 1n Doiedzickwn
racltie powstanta sbyconlowedo. darzzawa 12584, pp.i&d-1485
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sb1 was clearly conscious. N1l bthe rest appeared
to him to be chiefly the result of emotions and
longings, of 1mpulses dickbabted by heart and 1ns-
tinct detached from real socio-economic condi-
trone, In the feverish atmosphere of the "mational
esratasy"” (1.@.. Llhe wave of demonstrations of
1841-1860 tn which trascewsltl saw the highest
achievement of the national spirit. there wasz no
place for political shruggle. braszzewslbt criti-
cized Wielopolsli's wview of the Wersaw demonzt-
rationg for assogiating the latter with the "mons-
ter of social revolution”. at a time when the de-
monstrations ware "only" the expression of the
Folish nationel cause. The political ocrrcunstan-—-
CES, l1.8., the struggle for national 1ndependence,
created fertile ground for the treatment of the
nation as a whole aned the search for 1deal ties
that would justify natzonal unity. (..) trastewsh
saw the 1ssue of civil rights for the non-noble
rtrata of Polish zociety 1 categories 1dentical
with thoze of the leading FPolish romantics,

In the literary legend of the upriging we {find no refe-
rence to a number of crucial reforms made by Aleianderr 11
under the pressure of revolutionary turmoil. Lile many other
important developments, the ascguisition of egual righba
(1862 and further changes 1n the stetus of the Jewse (1865
remzined wrnobiced by Folish authore. Although i the pre-

as a whole discussed se-

1t

—~insurrectionary yearzs the pres

lected "Jewish" matters more freguentl,, the "Jewiszh gques-
tion" -- as a political and sociral i1zsue transcending  that
of Folish i1ndependence —— left few 1f any traces 1n contem-

porary Folish belles lebttres.

The literary depictiorns of Jewizh li1fe 1in the i1nsurrec—
tionary period conkbtain no conorete information  concerntng
the natwe of the “oppression” from which the Jewse suffer,

The image of Jewiszh suwffering, typically wrapped in biblica
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symbolism or portrayed againsk the bacl ground of ancienk
Fome, 13 marled by a lacl of distinctively East-Euwopean
elemenks. No mention 15 made of fiscal resbrictions oF mea-
sures limiting the geographicel mobkility or business acbi i-
Ly of the Jews, The visions of future Polish-Jdewizbh +ela-

tions tend to he short on specific details. The i1nsuwrrectio-

]

nary literatuwre, and especirally 1t posbry, exalts bhier co-
mirg “happier Limes" and "paradise” in which Foles and Jews
~— united by common swffering —-- will worl harmontously sides
by =made (40). 1t promises a lasting "reconciliation" of the
three guarreling brothers (1.e. nobilaty, peasantry and
Jews) (41), and Jewish membership 1n a fraternal community
untting all social and religious group: (42). The '"zecond
Rebecca" offering water to a thirsty Pole symbolizes hopes
for the continuing Jewish support (47) which will awaib un-—
shaten the next round in the common fight for Foland s i1nde-

peEndence (44)

The concepts of "uobyswatelnienie" {acquasition of fthe

right of citizenszhip) and "rdwnouprawnienie” (acquisition of
40y "Modlitwa Zyddw warszawsbich w rolu 1861", "Gilos w imie-
rmiuw  Zyda polstiego”. both by unlnown authors, in J.Wincza-
tiewicz, op.cib., pp.100 and LO7

41) W.lWolel 1, "Mrol 1 noc IV, 1m Droamvii. Brulsela 1867,
PRS-

47) Spiridhron, /E.bubowsti/. Silpe_ 1 _s¥abyv, II, }

3
it
0
[Ny
3]
o~
43}

T.Lenartowicz, "Izrael”., 1n Zbior_poetdw polslich 217Z—go
calu, VY, Warsrawa 1859, p.&d

44y W.Wolsbi., "Mosiel ", 1in J.Winczaliewico, op.cite. PR
127-128
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equal rights), mentioned gquite frequently in the context of
Jewish eupectations to be fulfilled i1n an independent Fo-
land, are charscteristically vague. Bensrally wndistinguish-
able from the 1dea of Folish~-Jewish "brotherhood". they re-—
fer o a large roster of concept: of cultural and psycholo-
gacal  rapprochement. Most frequently. they are sdentifaied
with  an  already occurring improvement 1n everyday Folish-
-Jewieh encounters., A1l these interpretations discuss Jewish
gauality 1n terms of a specific atmosphere rather thsan i
terms of legal rules. The emphasizs on the spiritual npature
of Folish-Jewish brotherhood underlies the freguently-volrced
opinion Lhat the equality of rights granted to Jews by the
"people of Warsaw" during bthe demonzbtrations, 18 an  accom-~
plished fact. The opinion that "full” or "complete" eqguelity
of the Jewz will be achieved 1n the process of bhelr mor &
1mprovemant, imttiated 1 Warsaw i1n 1861, 15 anolher mani-
factation of bthe same approach. The common feabure of bhese
two contradictory opiniong s therr reluctance to tale note

of the legal equality granted to Jews 1n 1B47.

The souwce of this striting comission seems to lie  in
the prevailing interprotation of eguality 1 terms of  the
"myztical" communion between Folez and Jews. Uniting people
of different cthnic origins, "the Folish tdea" bestowsd upon
the Jews the most veluable form of citizernship: "nbhyvwastel -
stwo moralne” (the moral citizenship), wrobke brasrewust in

Gazeta Folsla (45). Occasionally. Folish authorz differsn-
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tiate, az does the author of Dwo [zrasle, between the moral

equality enjoyed by the “divine Jenliel" and that acguired

<

by the German "Mendelssohns". W.Drwonl owsti's Uwagl _w_bwes

il

wiotdgransbies, ruslies 1 sydowzbie, offers some par—
tioularly anlightening remar! s on the meritzs of the former
and the dangers of the latter concept of the integration of
the Jews 1nto FPolish society. Whebther the author  of  thiz
text, wraitten and published i1n 18462, trnew the legal sct an-
troduced  1n June of the same year 12 o matbter of sscondary
importance. The contrast. described in the passage below, 18
ore  of the common feabtures of the literabuwre under sbuady.
Among other manifestations, this contrasl underlies the ste—
reobtypircal opposition between the calburally comservablve

"good guys" and the improperly modernized "bad guys".

Ta =shratamnie =18 nasze = Iyvdami, to woislenie w
sednodd narodowa, dotychoczasowyoh godoclts ;est ca¥r-
biem odmienne; natury, od rdwnouprawnienia gal tego
wdmielt ¥y sm ow roomartych stoprniach narody Europy
za proyitadem rewoluc,r Francuzl rte;. Dotad spote-
crefstwa  cachodme opileraly sie na religii. {oa)
Obalenie te; podstawy 3 oparcle Sig Na  FOSOMLE
miemslam, stworzvio prawa colowiela:  tych  praw
nastepstwem bylta obywatelsta rdwnodd, strychugca
gilot,na wszystlo, coby pragngio wyrogd nad forme
Fosumen publicznym wbutbta. MNie byla Lo wWigo e dwnndd
driec1r  Lke,fe same; Matbtli ziemy 1 jedyrego Oica
btory sest w niebiesiech, mitozd piynaces ze wespdl-
ne; mitpsgcr do Matby 1 czeor dla Ogca. salo terl
ubochania 518 wiaj;emnego, ale r dwnode al cyonar u—
orowsl 1, wepdtli. w ltdre; tazdy seet ceniony w
miareg proyniesionego lapibatu, s1t 1 zdalnedcoy
swerlche (48D

/The nature of ow brotherhood with the Jews., of
the tnoclusiton into 2 national wnion of people ur—
t1l recently regarded as strangers. 1e enbirasly
different From the eqgualilty granted to the Jews,
i various degrees. by the Europsan nationz fol-
lowing the vample of Lhe French Re.olubion. et



4467 and  47) W.Dzwonlows! . Uwaul o lwestiy  wiodciaps
rushbies t Sydowstile, o _powodu obescoyeh wepadhdu., Far,:z

pp -
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far, Westermn societios have heen based on religlon
(o) The abolitiorn of Lhi:z basrs and i1kts replace-
menl by sarthly Reason created human righbts; homan
rights, 1 turn, gave hirth to the concept of ci-
Vil o equality. The latber krimmed with @ guillotine
«An, thang trying to outgrow the norms set by public
reason.  Thus, Eh1 sy wes netther the egualit, of
el ldren  of the same Mother Earth and the One Fa-
ther who 1 111 heaven, nor the equaliby of mutual
Yove,  Lbub rather bthat of & ,oint stocl company 1n
which wmach shareholder £ place 15 defined by his
s brengtlhi,g M1z mtel lectual resources  and Lhe
amount of capirtal he contribubte=s./

Dlatego mamy nayoupeiniessre proeswiadcrenie, e

ziemsb o mater talne orzyact dla obu stron S8

iyllao nazt%pa+ @mi proyjoz,ng cas woalcie tym. byio
obopdlne Iniesienle sle, wipodlne duchem, wapblne
pocTuc @ tEJ mydli Rozme,. | bdre, urzeczywistnien:
na =temt Dpatronodd powierzyia Folsce. Eiada nam,
biada Tzraelows!' gdyby proy radmierau z1g narodo-
wago wtofce, bta jednodd orodoona woogniu o Mitod
Hoga 1 ogczy niyve Jmienita £18 W rownouprawnleni e
athunaW1u~“mw5I1aJ spottis gdyby w o spodtoce  Lte,
przewazad miat. 1 nas ra Eub@‘pmc1qgnaé dot /cheona-
=Wy  groech Izrasla: Lopiente w Ziemi, obracania
na a8, sruebg. polegr prerworcdnegoe Syma  Rofego.
(473

‘Therefore we are of the profound conviction that
sarthly ond material advantages are onl, the con-
cequencs of  thise act ‘of Folish~-Jewizh unitv/,
while the real source 15 the spirittual elesstion
of  bath peoples and the understanding they share
tn God's design, whose realization God entrusted
‘o Foland, Woe to us, woe to Israsl 1§, in  the
eclipse of thoe nabironal sun,. this unity., born  of
Jove of bod and the country, should change i1nto an
equality of shareholdersy 1Ff 1n this jount  stoct

company  the original sin of Israel -- using the
power  of God s firskborn son for earthly purposes
ancd  trangfocrming 1t inte sarthly goods ——  =hould

wirm the upper hand./

14¢&

Jakub Hamon™s preachings provide countless e amples of

&7 and &9-70
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Ferminological and conceptual confusion surrounding the 1s-
muwe  of  Jewlsh emancypation. Repeatedly. often on the Fame
page, trassews! 1w hero claims kthat sacrifice (1.e. partici-
pation 1m the shedding of blood) 1= the best way Ffor the
future acquisition of the right of citizenship which can not
he won 1n any cbher way ("ofiarae to najslepscy drodel do na-
bycia praw obywatelsbich®y "i1nacoe, s1g¢ ono me rdabywa"l
42y, O the other hoand. Hamon warns the Jewz  that since
they nov enjoy full equeliby and fresdom they have no euncuse
for delaying the process of morsl 1mprovement ("podniedmy
1 cnota'"). The refusal bto breal with the old behavior
pattern  could @ndanger the position ot the Jews 1 the Ffu-
ture society (",ezeli nie praestantemy byd tyms iydamx. g

bimi nas znata Europa.. brada nam'Y) 149)

In the insurrectionary and early post-insurrechtianary

Folish litersture the guestion of "wobyvwatelnienie" and
“rhwnouprawnienie” 15 linled to ~— or totall,y 1dentified
with -— the Folomization of the Jewlsh masszes (S90). Typical-

ly., this vague concept of "equaliby" 1s accompanied b, de-
mands  for Jewish cultural assimilation. trascewsl i was ot

alone 1n  wging the Jews to reect "spoililed German" (1.2,

48y J.Il.brassewsl i, Zyd, brabdw 1980, pp.247, 215014
754 and others.

219,

479y J.l.brasnewsl 1, Op.ClD.es PR. 97258

50) On the vagueness and ambiguity of Ferminology relating
to the "Jewish guestron” 1 1%th century Foland, sse AE1-
senbach, "Die Judenemanzipabion in den polnischen Gebieten
1m 12, Jahrhundert .or dem suropaischen Hintergrund”., 1n LEI
Bulletin 68 {1984), pp.T7-03
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Yiddisgh), and distinctively Jewish drees, customs and e.en
Folomization of their German-csounding names. as pre-condi -
tions for their integration with the Polesz. Discussing  bthe
need for lainguistic assimilation i one of his editorials in

a_Codrionna. trascewstl adds:

Bardzo  byd moze, fe umiegtnodd %"Wla narodowe
hedrie W prs eandodcl warunl tem uZywania w_ petn

praw obyswatelst ioche (51)

go
[

A1t 1 vary lilel , that command of ths nationesl

langusge will 1n the futurs be considered 2 condi-

tron for the full equality of rights./
Generall ; spealing, therse 1€ much confusion as to the final
proof  of matur ity expected from the Jews. Opinions diverge
over the adeguacy of proofs already provided as well as over
the nmnature and timing of additional tests to be passed 1n

the future. Underlying all of thess enthusiasztic buk  foggy

visions of Falish—-Jew.sh brobtherhood 13 the reluctance to

concelvs  the integration of Jews 1ndependently of -— and
prior to --- deep structuwral changes within Jewish society.
The literature under study offers no clear—-cub  vistion
uf a common futuwre of Foles and Jews which., as some histo-
rian. of Jewith emancipakbion maintain, represents a  condl -

fion for a zmooth integration of the Jews into a larger =zo-

c1al  organtsm (50 . Those few worl @ which outline therir po
9 @ their fu

cewsh1, Qazeta Codoienna 0 (1842), a= quoted in
AF.Zyga., op.cit.. p.l18&8 (emphasis mine). Pr*vbarow b1 guotes
pther Warcaw newspapers calling for the Folonization of Jew-
1sh  namas, the replacement of Yiddish by FPolish and the ac-
ceptance  of Foliszh dress by the Jews. FProvborowsli., op.cit.
Pp.<13-214
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CHAFTER FOUR

FOLES AND JEWS, 18677 ~-19%914

I. THE POST-INSURRECTIONARY CRISIS.

The Ffairlure of the January uprising released Tsar Ale-—
vander s long dormant i1nstinct for reaction. All reforms and
conceszions  to "Westernization®” were abruptly halted i1n the
entire Empire. In Poland, Russian retributiorn for the i1nsur-—
rection was swift. The Tsarist authorities were determined
not merely to eradicate all traces of the revolt but also to
suppress all public manifestations of Folish national iden-
tity. The process of closing down all the separate institu-—
tions of the tingdom of Foland, and of withdrawing all the
concessions  previously made to Folish language and cul bure,
started shortly after the end of hostilities. In 18464 both
the tingdom and the name of Foland were formally abolished,

and Warsaw became the capital of Fravisliansly, tray; (Vis-—

1

tulaland). By the early 1870s the dissoclution of the Cong-

ress |ingdom. accompanied by a wave of brutal political re-
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pressions, was nearly completed.

While the generations which actively participated 1in
these events perceived them as aspects of the same devast-
ating national disaster. many long-term consequences of the
1844 defeat escaped their attention. Indesd, some consequen—
ces of the changes i1mposed on Foland after the uwprising
could only become clear after the fact. The slow disintegra-
tion of the old feudal structuwes., both social and economic,
was now nearly completed, paving the way for the radical
modernization of Folish society. The abolition of legal bar-
riers between Jews and Christians, achieved by the succes-
sive reforms of 1862, 1864 and 1Bbé, coincided with the en—
franchisement of the peasant masses 1n 1864. The advancement
of both these groups cccurred at a time when the Polish no-
bility., wealened by political persecution and the i1ntensify-
ing crisis of land ownership., was Josing 1ts leading role i1n
society. This realignment of social forces i1ncreased the
anflw: of the non—urban population into the cirties, contri-
buting to the cities’ growth but a2lso aggravating the ecorno-

mic competition between Jews and non~Jews.

Foland’ s 1ntegration into the Russian Empire, and the
basically liberal economic policy pursued by the Tsarist
authorities, contributed in the long run to the revival of
the country’s economy. While the rapid expansion of the ca-—
pitalist economy continued, money-related conflicts became

the central theme of post-insurrectionary Folish fiction.
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Among 1ts most typical characters were uprooted ("wysadoen:
r siodla") noblemen and., occasionally. peasant i1mmigrants to
the city, going through the painful process of adjusting to
an urban way of life. Their typical representative 1s the
hera of Orzeszlowa’™s Widma (Ghosts, 1880, a former land-
owner who, retwning home after years of exile, has to earn
his living as a doorman in & Jewish—owned hotel. 0On the
other hand, countless stories of fortunes emerging from no-
where, accumulated by parvenus of various social bacl-
grounds, mirrored the rapid transformation of the social
structwe. Laltla's Woluwlslil was not alone among them 1n
taling advantage of the opportunities offered by the newly

open Russian marlets.

In the field of Folish-Jewish relations 1t seemed that
the patriotic movement and the insuwrection had left a heri-
tage of good will. The euperiences of the January uprising
temporarily strengthened beliefs in the transformability of
Jewish society and for the first time "broke the "almost
general dislitle of the Jews" (1). The less exclusive under-—
standing of the Folish nation was reflected i1n the discus-
si1on of Jewish patriotism which strongly dominated post-in-
surrectionary depictions of Jewish society by Folish au-
thors. Liberal Folish and Folonired Jewish circles felt that
Foland s troublesome "Jewish gquestion” might soon be solved
or at least substantially eased. On the Polish side, theze
hopes eupressed themselves i1n the form of the assimilatio—

1) R.Coepulis, op.cit.. p.379
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nist 1denlogy of Folish Fosibiviem.

Fart of a broader 1deological scheme., the Fositivist
concept of Jewish assimilation crystallized during the 186460s
and reached maturity in the {following decade (). The de-
pression which followed the 1844 defeat turned the attention
of a new generation of writers toward the guestion of Fo-
land s economic  and social well-being. Fositivist litera-
ture, characterized by a more down—-to—-earth approach to so-
cial reality., called for the radical modernization of socie-
ty as the only means of ensuring the nation’s survival.
Dvercoming the traditional anti-wrban and anti-capitalist
bias. the Fositivists looled for a new means of strengthen-—
ing the entrepreneurial and middle-class element in Folish
s=0ciety., and assigned an important role in this process to
the Jews. However they saw no possibility of using thewr
potential without the i1mmediate and complete Polonization of
the Jewish masses. Welcoming Jewish emancipation, the Fosi-
tivists saw 1t as the first step towards the dissolution of

the distinctly Jewish irdentity in Folish society.

In fact., the Fositivists optimistic social philosophy
ran against the actual trends 1n 1nter—group relations.
Their assimilationist 1deology tool shape at a time when
Jews, taling advantage of their newly acquired rights, met
growing opposition in the politically demoraliced and esco-

2) M.Opalsbi. "The Concept of Jewish Azsimilation in Folish
Literature of the Fositivist Feriod"., Proceedings_of_the_ 9Lh
World Congress_of Jewish Studies. 1n press.
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nomically depressed post—-insurrectionary society. The cli-
mate of Folish-Jewish relations, which i1n two decades evol-
ved Ffrom the eupharia of Folish-Jewish "brothertood" during
the Warcaw demonstrations of 1861 to the Warsaw anti—Jewish

riots 1n 1881, began to deteriorate soon after bthe defeat.

Fraushar returned to Warsaw 1n February 1864. He
found an atmosphere that was far from the 1dvllic
Folish~-Jdewish goodwill movement of the period pri-
or to 1847, He had a feeling of disillusionment
both as a Fole and as an "Israelite”. Horizons had
hecome narrower, the dreams of young peopls  were
dissipated, and anti-Semitism raised 1ts head.
Fraushar gave expression to disillusionment 1n &
rumber of poems. ()

b raushar®s disappointment with the mood of Folish-Jew-
1sh  relations 1n the sarly post-insurrectionary y@ars was
not an exception. As early as 1848 J.l.lrascewsl: deeply
deplored what he perceived to be a shifl 1n Jewish attitudes
toward Fples, Iin Rachunli ((1868), after a one-sentence
ackt nowledgment of Jewish support 1n 1847, he denounced the
way 1n  which the Jews, in tacit cooperation with the Rus-
si1ans, had profited from the insurrection soci1ally and eco-
rmomicallys

. wsapowstanie upadio w latuzeg brwi.. oydzay by~
siqcletnim doswiadczeniem wyuczeni, dzwigngli sig
na trupach naszych. (..) Lecz j;efel: pogwigcila
nas 1 zrzelll si1g w gadsinie coarne;, ratu;ge s1e
wmaml, =machwieli w nas wirare 1 ostudoili mitodd.
{..) Faltem jest ze w lrdlestwie Folslim zaden =
ocalonych nie poda rgly tonacemu. Wyglada to na
pawne tobowigranie wobec rradu, do zbytlu sumien-—
mie wylonane. tra; jest w relu Izraslitdw, ttbrych
rzad widocznie popiera, = braterstwa 1Bé41 rostaty
2y J.Shatzl vy, "Alexander |} har and his Road *
Assimilation™., YIVO _Aopua ewish Social 8§
Yol 7O (1932), p.lb0

u

Lo
LRy i1
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tylbo wspomnienia, dla obu stron nie mite. (ool
Dr1d w trdlestwie my bydmy mogli prosid o rdwnoup-
rawnienle = Zydaml. aledmy pewni., =€ go nie otrzy-
mamy . Gdy si1g 1m alarﬁﬁ_c1 CO glnd. odpowiada g =
Tzimna, brwigr niech ging. (4)

/The insurrection fell in a pool of blood and the
Jews, guided by the experience of millennia, rose
up on our corpses. But when they sacrificed us and
abandoned us 1n an evil houw only to rescue them-
selves they shool ouwr fairth 1n them and cooled our
lave. It 15 a fact that 1n the }tingdom of Foland
none of those rescued offer their hands to help
those drowning. It lools lile a deal made witbth the
/Russian/ government. a commitment met with unne-—
cessary seal. The country 1 1n the hands of the
Israelites who enj;oy the government s support.
From the brothsrhood of 1841 thers 1s nothing left
escept memories with which both sides feel uncom-
fortable. Today 1n  the |t i1ngdom /of Foland/ we
might ast for equal rights with the Jews, but we
lnow that they would not be granted to us. When
those who perish complain to them., they reply 1in
cold blood: let them perish./

Frascewshi, who i1n the sarly 1B&60s enthusiastically greeted
any sign of Folish-Jdewish rapprochement, now stressed 1ts
short-lived character. Recalling the demonstration of March
2 1861, he described 1t as "one heroirc hour which united
all of Feoland - for one how'" (5) Despite 1ts brevity. this
"heroic how" was nevertheless a twning point 1n the pro-
cess of Jewish emancipation. In lrascewshli’s view the "popu-
lar referendum' held by the demonstrating Warsaw crowds re-
warded the Jews for their support by granting them “human
rights”. This equality of rights., achieved through popular
consensus alone (trastewsli does not male the slightest men—

tion of governmental reforms), "in_principle" solved the

Z_rolu 1868, Poonah 1849, p.274

2y Julltrasrewst i, op.cit.. p.277



Jewish question 1n Foland. The "frustrated love" of the

FFoles was due solely to Jewish disloyalty 1n an "evil hour”.

I

12 Frascewsli's  accusation of

As 1N yd. =0 1n  Haghunl

ingratitude 15 directed agsinst those Jewish capitalists

eabtdrzy od r.1864 przestali nazywad sie 1 bryd
Folalami wyznania mojocestowego, lub (.03 zrzucila
r siebie 1-raelsiie pochodoenie 1 spomnienie.,  a
odzialr sig zimnym Fosmopolityzmem, obrachowanym
dla ocalenia osbdb 1 lapitatdbw. (&)

/.. who since 1864 ceased to call themselves, and
to be, Foles of the Mosaic persuasion, or (..) who
re;ected their lsraelite origins and traditions,
and clothed themselves instead i1n cold cosmopoli-
tanism calculated to save their slins and capi~-
tal./

Remaining immune to the Fozitivist idealization of capita-—
lism (&), trascewsli turns a deat ear to the argument thatb
the entrepreneurial actaivity of the Jews made a valuable
contribution to Poland’s life. "Folez of the Mosaic persua-—
z=10n", lraszewsll wrote 1n a letter depicting the Folish

society s response to RUussian repressions,

wrigly si1g do robienia pienigdzy. trumaczgc sobie
e biedyd ojcovinie sabiesd to postusy. 8)

&Y JulbVrascewslil, op.cit.. pp. 249-250

7) The Fositivists repeatedly attacled trasrews!li1's anti-ca-
pirtalist bias. "He condemns practicality 1n words full  of
irony and contempt., he abhors trade and industry because
they spoirl the landscape and the beauty of God's creation.
cool hearts, weal en family ties and... erode the natiocnal
counNsclousness”  wrote ﬁ.$w1qtochowsl1, ironically, im his
review of J.l.trasrewsli’s Doiect wiebku. in Frreglad _ty-
godniowy 8 (1870); =ee also 45 (1970

8) J.Il.trascewsli: - T.Lenartowicso., btorespondencia. W.Danet
(ed.) Wroctaw 19467, p."2, emphasisz mine
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/began mal 1ng money, explaining ko themselves that
this will one day serve some_bind of fatherland./

Although this latter vision of the Jew, marled by re-
sentment of his newly acguired status and his role 1n  the
capitalist economy, grew stronger at the expense of the Fo-
swi1tivigt perception, the balance between the two forces
brote down only in the mid-1880s. For almost two decades
this dynamic eguilibrium 1mposed upon Folish 1ntellectuals
an unwritten code of behavior to be followed 1n the public
debate on the Jewish guestion. Regarding open eupressions of
anti-Jewish sentiments to be 1n bad taste, this convention
assumed some degree of support for the i1dea of equality and
assimilation, to which even the conservatives paid lip ser—
vice. Mahler's opinion that "the insurrection of January
1867 brought about a standstill in anti-Semitic agitation
for =several years" (9), 13 confirmed by most literary sour-—
CE5.

Frrzex pirerwsze popowstaniowe Jata obowigoywata
lonwencya pisania g Zydach pooyivwnie lub wecale.
Ziozylio si1¢ na to lilla proyesyn. W owielu lregach
spotecznych  fywa byta pamied woajemnego zbratania
podcras  demonstrac,;: 186171862 r. Famigtano sesc—
cre zydowshie nazwista wérdd stazadcdw 1 -estan-
cow. Atmosfera zmienita sig o tyle., ze coytasgca
publicznodd nmiezbyt chetnie widoiata anty—3ydow-
rlie wypowledzi. Rownief cenzura nie byra ,ui  1m
tal przychylna jal w coasie catargu asymilatordw o
l.eszrnowstim. Nie moina byio lrytylowad obowiazu g
cego prawodawstwa, a wigc dystus;a na temat eman-—
cypacsi zardwno Zyddw j;al 1 chfopow byla Tamlnie—
ta. Wcale to nie znaczylo, 1z lonserwatydc1l zaap-
robowalil spotecine reformy carslie. Zaczeta s1¢
sednal nowa epoba. Ugrupowania cachowawcoe whera-
rxyly w nia osltabione 1 cdecorientowane. (10)
K F.Mahler, "Antisemitism in Foland" in } .S5.Finson  (ed.)
Essays_on_Antisemitism. New Yorl 19446, pp.177-174
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/In the +First post-insuwrrectionary years an  un-
written convention reguired that the subject of
Jews be treated positively or not at all. This was
due to several reasons. In many strata of Folish
snociety memories of Folish-Jewish brotherhood du-
ring the demonstrations of 1841/18&2 were still
alive. The Jewish sounding names of the executed
and the exiled were still remembered. The social
atmosphers improved +to such an extent that the
reading public did not welcome anti-Jewish state-
ments. Evern the /Russian/ censorship was less fa-
vorable +to them than at the time of Lesznowski 'z
conflict with the assimilationists. Criticism of
the new legislation was not permitted and con-
sequently the debate on Jewish and peasant emanci-
pation was considered closed. This does not at all
mean that conservatives approved of tsarist social
reforms. But a new epoch had begun and the conser-—
vative camp entered it weakened and disoriented./

During the 1B&0Os and in most of the following decade
most Folish writers were restrained in their criticism of
Jewish emancipation. RBut the long-term evolution of their
views was marked by a shift from liberal, pro-emancipatory
and pro-assimilationist positions to more conservative posi-
tions. This evolution seems to be characteristic of the Fo-
lish intelligentsia as a whole (11). It affected writers of
various political backgrounds, from Norwid to former Reds
and their sympathizers -— e.g., Batucki, Narzymski., Asnvyk

and Lubowski (the ideological evolutian of the latter wri-

10) A.Cata, Spoleczetstwo polskie wobec programbw_i_z jawiska
asymilacii__Zyddw, unpublished Fh.D. thesis, U. of Warsaw,
19873, pp. 16-17. Cata emphasizes the lack of a clear divi-
ding line between the positions of the conservative and Fo-
sitivist camps in this stage of the debate on Jewish assi-
milation.

11) R.Czepulis notes the limited impact of the liberal ideas
of the 1860s on post-insurrectionary perceptions of and at-
titudes toward the Jews. R.Czepulis, op.cit., p.38C.
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ters after 1864 typically included a short period of i1denti-
fication with Fositivist values), —-— and the founders of the
Fositivist movement themselves (Swietochowst:i, Orcesst owa,

Frus) .,

For esample., Asnyl s drama Zyd. published 1in the =same
vear as Orregsslowa’s Elir Malower. a classic assimilationist
novel of the Fositivist period, gquestioned the very idea of
Jewish assimilability. L.Miemojewsli's poem "Fostgp" (Frog-
ress), witten 1n 1874, differed substantially from the au-
thor s previously discussed appeal "Do Iloraelaity”. In  the
former, the denuncieation of the economic and social accom~-
plishments of former "Icels., Mosiels, Boruchs and Arons" was
coupled with complaints aboubt the erosion of traditional
morality, which Miemojewsli: attributed to the new capitalist
values disseminated by the Jews (12). While E.lLubowsli s My
g1 _tochamy. (188&) hardly echoed the enthusiastically pro-
assimilationiskt tone of his sarlier Zyg £1868), the diffe-—
rence between M.Batucli’s liberal writings of the 1860s
(Przechrzta, 1860, IZyddwla (18468)) and his late anti-
~capirtalist novels (W _fydowslich retach (In Jewish hands,
1884) , Eggngggg_ngglag;g (Damned money. 1899) and 250_000
(1882)) transcended the guestion of "tone®. The anti-Semitic
character of Baluckis late writings i1s unguestionable. (17

12y L.Miemojewsti, "Fostep /Gawgda/". Fur
(1876) p.l1l, as quoted 1n A.Cala, op.cit.
7y T.Drewnowsti, introduction to M.Balucli, FPisma
I, tratdw 1965, pp. CVIII-CXII
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Orzeszlowa’s change of position on the Jewish question was

Sydach_ 1 _twestii cydowstie,

clearly expressed 1n her essay 0_
(On  the Jews and the Jewish guestion), published a year af-
ter the Warsaw riots. This essay. followed by an even more

explicit aclnowledgement of the failure of her assimilatio-

nist dream (0 izdarh 1_naconalismi

ydowsl 1m (On Jews and

i

Jewish nationalism, 1911), was a bitter denunciration of the
destructive effects of Jewish nationalism. From mid-1883
onward, B.Frus® views evolved along the same lines. ﬁ.éw1%~
tochowsti, vet another father of Folish PFositivism, went
further 1i1n dramatically reversing his earlier pro-assimila-—
tiomist wviews. Admitting that the latter were based on a
misperceptiaon of trends i1nside Jewish society, éw1%tochowsl1
toward the end of his life did not hesitate to state bhais
support for the anti-Semitic movement. "1 defended the Jews
fifty vyears ago when they wanted to be Foles", he wrote 1n
his last years, "and this 18 why 1 do not defend them today,

when they are enemies of Foles." (14)

14y Rich information on A.éwlqtachowsll‘s evolution can bhe
found 1n his memoilrs, "Ze wspomnmien”, fist published by

Wiadomodcl _literachtie in 1970 (42-47, 446, 48, 51-52) and 1n
1931 (%, 5, B, 10, 13, 17, 20 . The quotation 1s from Wia-
dompScy Literaclie. S (1971) p.Co
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II. FOLISH-JEWISH RELATIONS, 1867-1914

The 1881 Warsaw riots opened a new, more difficult,
phase 1n FPolish-Jdewish relations. They dealt the final blow
to the strongly eroded Fositivist hopes for large scale Jew-
1sh assimilabtion. The modernization of Jewish society, 1R~
cluding signs of linguistic assimilation. continued to gain
ground. Assimilation to Folish ethnic 1dentity, however ,
remained a big-city phenomenon of rather limited scope.
While the influence of the Fositivist i1deoclogy diminished,
new forces gained control over the process of shaping Folish
perceptions of Jewish society. Although most of the liberal
press did not explicitly re;ect the 1dea of assimilation, it
tended to focus on 1ts shortcomings and, on the whole, grew
more receptive to anti-Jewizsh views. At the same time, the
founding of Rela (1887). a periodical which, with the go-
vernment’'s bacling. promoted anti-Semitic i1deas, reinforced

groups expressing open hostility toward the Jews.

In the last two decades of the 12th century economic
development accelerated. consolidating the Russian parti-
tion"s position as the most advanced province of the Empire.
In Congress Foland., as 1n all of Western Ewope. the e.pan-—
sion of capitalism was followed by a strong emphasis on the

gconomic aspect of the "Jewish guestion”. It alszo laid the
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foundations for the perception of capitalism as a "Jewish
invention", a perception which played a crucial role i1n "mo-
dernizing" the existing anti-Jewish i1deologies. This trend

was part of the powerful anti-capitalist reaction which 1in
the mddle of the 1880s 1rreversibly destroyed the Fositi-
vist myth of the “"good capitalist". Concern for the economic
weakness of the Folish sthnic element became more pronounced
as the inflw: of foreign investment to Congress Foland 1n-
tensi1fied and the sconomic competition grew tougher. The
cliche of Jewish cooperation with German and other foreign
capital 15 & freguent theme 1n Folish writings of the turn

of the century.

Certain basic factors in Folish-Jewish relations
changed between the sarly 18460 and the end of the period
under study. The last decades of the 19th century brought
about the erosion of the longstanding tradition of Jewish
non-i1nvolvement 1n Folish politics. The patriotic movement
of the 1860 was an early and i1mportant step 1n Jewish poli-
tical mobilization. This mobilization, however., was basical-
1y limited to narrow assimilationist circles among the Jews
whose only separate demand was for emancipation. In the ear-
ly 1860 many Folish leaders supported the general i1dea of
improvement 1n the social condition of the Jew. This demand
was made at a time when liberal sentiment 1n Russia received
a strong impetus from Tsar Alerander s early reforms and the
general trend in all of the Empire waz towards Jewish eman—

cipation.
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This was hardly the case by the turn of the century,
when new mass political movements were reshaping traditional
Jewish society. Based on the idea that Jews were a nation,
these movements made many more specifically Jewish demands
than had the assimilationists of two generations before.
These demands, which were addreszssed to the surrounding Fo-
lish society as well as to the Russian authorities, met with
growing opposition on the part of the Folish nationalist
movement. As the latter grew stronger it was less and less
prepared to make concessions to the Jews. Incorporating an-
ti-Jewish slogans into their political vocabulary, the na-
tionalists depicted the Jews as the most serious internal
enemy of the Foles and pointed to a possible Jewish alliance
with external forces hostile to Folish interests. With the
emnergence of the Mational Democratic FParty as a major poli-
tical factor, the conflict between the two modern nationa-—
lisms intensified. At the beginning of the 20th century the
National Democrats further politicized the "Jewish guestion®
by adopting anti-Semitism as part of their political plat-

form.

These trends in Folish-Jewish relations reflected the
new atmosphere in the Empire, which was increasingly turning
against the Jews. Although the discriminatory May laws of
1881 were never introduced in Congress Foland, they encou-
raged circles favouring the re—-instatement of some of the

previous legal disabilities limiting the economic activity
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and =social mobility of Polish Jews. The Russian administra-
tion’s role in fueling ethpic conflict was best illustrated
by its handling of the Stock Exchange Committee’s (Fomitet
Gietdowy) memorandum concerning the achievements and fai-
lures of emancipation. Written in 1884 at the request of the
authorities, the document favorably assessed the progress
made by Folish Jews since the acquisition of legal esguality
in 1862. To the swprise of its authors, the carefully wor-
ded memorandum became the focus of a heated press debate in
which it was denounced as an "arrogant" glorification of
Jewish xpansionism. While the Rola-led campaign was based
on  rumors, selective "leaks" and distorted guotations from
the document, the censorship’s ban on the publication of the
memorandum deprived the Committee of most of the arguments
it could have used in the defense of its pro-emancipatory

views.

The harsh anti-Jewish pelicies in Russia and their con-—-
spquences —— pogroms, impoverishment and massive dislocation
of the Jewish population -- affected Congress Foland in vyvet
another way. From the 1880s on, there was a substantial in-
flux of Jews from the Lithuanian, White Russian, Russian and
Ukrainian provinces of the Empire into Congress Poland, the
so—-called "Litvak invasion'", which added a new source of
Folish-Jewish tensions. The Litvaks, Russian—-speaking Jewish
immigrants, faced a certain amount of hostility from the
local Jews because of cultwal differences and sconomic com-

petition. They also provided a focus for the anti-Jewish
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views of PFPolish nationalists, who accused them of being
agents of Russification and the driving force behind Jewish
political separatism. A.Gruszecti1’s Litwaclie mrowre (1910)
(The Litval swarm) and bF.Laslowsli s (1911) Litwali f(Lat-
vals) are among many literary worts reflecting these percep-—

tions.

Although the revolution of 1905 i1nvolved some coopera—
tion on the part of both groups. the tension persisted. The
identification of the Jews with political radicalism threa-—
tening the stability of the social order. rapidly gained
aground at the end of the 19th century. The tension was cer-—
tainly not eased by the rapid politicization of the Folish
press, which coincided with the spectacular rise of the
equally politicizced Yiddish press after 19203, It culminated
in 1212, during the elections 1n Warsaw to the fourth FRus-—
si1an State Duma. The question of Jewish participation in
Foland s polaitical life was the central i1ssue of this elec-
tion. In Warsaw the candidate of thes nationalists was defea-
ted and a socialist was elected by Jewish votes. By support-
ing the candidate of the left the Jews voted for the only
candidate who unequivocally accepted the principle of their
political eqguality (15). The Nationalists retaliated by
calling for and organrizing an economic boycott of the Jews.
The 1912 Duma elections closed yet another chapter 1n  the
history of Folish-Jewish relations. Anti-Semitism emerged
from these elections as an organized movement, with a full,

developed i1deology. which was to play an increasingly signi-
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ficant role 1n Folish politics. F.Golcoewsl1 sees 1N the
rooperation between National Democrats and the Russian go-
vernment 1n the 1912 crisis a symbolic reversal of the anti-
~tsarist alliance of "the world's two most suffering na-

tions"” two generations earlier (16).

15y 8.D.Corrsin, Folaitical and Soci
the January 1867 _Insurrection_to_the First _World War: Foligh

of Wisconsin 1981, chapter VII., "Folish Folitics and the

*Jewish gquestion” 1n the 1912 Duma elction", pp. 2773-716

16) F.Golczewshi. Folnisch-Jidische Beziehungsn_ 1881-1900,
Wiesbaden 1981, p.120. Golczewsli discusses the 1212 Duma
election and the subseguent boycott i1nm chapter VII, "Die
EBoyl ottbewsgung”, pp. 20-121



Fage 167

ITI. TRENDS®S IN T HE LI TERARY

FORTRAY ALSE 0OF JE WS

The growing wvisibility of the Jew 1n FPoland’'s social
life led to an increased demand for fictional and non-fic-
tional literature dealing with Jewish matters. The number of
publications of the latter type rose conslderably. They in—
cluded original worls by Folish authors as well s & sub-
stantial number of translations from European languages.
particularly from German. In belles lettres, & <cignificant
widening of readership occwred. As the popularaity of Jewish
themes 1ncreesed 1n Folish literature as & whole, much of
thig growing demand was satisfied by "professionals", w1 -
ters lite t .Junosca-Scantawsll, A.Gruszects and T.Jesl e-Cho-
sl 1. who partially built their careers on literary depic-—
tionsg of Jewish society. . Junosce—-Braniawsl 1's reception by
contemporary critics indicates that his colorful depictions

of Jewish life account for most of his considerable popula-

17 (A.éw1qtochowsll) "t lemens Junosza-Srantawski. Wspom-
niente pozgonne', 1n Prawda 17 (1898); =zee alsoc Liberum
velo., Frawda % (18973). See alsc 4.0chrowolsti, "I lemens
Junosza Scaniawstli. Portret literactit, dwiat - and 5

(189%) /M.Blumberg/ M.EB., "tlemens Junozza j;alo  Svdoonaw—
ca.s loraeelita 21 (1899): J.Musciowsli. "Typy Zyddw w  li-
teratuwrze polslie;”. Izraglite 17-19 (1911 and T.Jesle-
~Chqlﬁ5l1. "I lemensa Junoszy nowele 1 powredcil ©ydowstie”,
in Zyd w powresci polstile,. Warszawa 1914, pp. &1-68
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My bibliographical suwvey provides the basis for &
rough estimate of the rising visibility of the Jew 1n Folish
literature. The survey i1ncludes slightly less than 700 fio-
ti1onal worls weitten between 1820 and 1905. They were selec—
ted according to criteria described in the aintroductor,
chapter. Imperfect as 1t may be., this sample clearly shows
the growing frequency with which Jewish themes sre treated
in Folish fiction of the late 19th century. While the period
up to 1867 accounts for less bhan 20 percent of worles lis-
ted, those published during the Fositivis period (18&67-
-1885) comprise close to 70 percent. For the following two
gecades (1885 tp 19035 the figure 15 slightly more than 350

percent of the total.

I+ we consider the guality of the worls surveyed, and
the prominence of Jewish motifs in their plots, thizs 1n-—
crease 1s even more significant. While few lengthy “"Jewich"
novels were published in the yegarsg 1820-18&67, the abundant
production of poetry i1n the early 18B40s represents an 1mpor-
tant part of the 20 percent recorded for the first period.
The Fositivist discovery of the Jewish world as a sub,ect of
literary euploration alters these proportions. In general,
Jewrsh motifs move to the foreground while worizs devoted
primarily to the Jews grow both 1n volume and 1n literary
importance. The output of such "heavyweight" fiction becomes
more significant 1n the mid-1870s and reaches 1ts peal in

the last decade of the 19th centuwry.
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From the point of view of literary trendsz., the emer-
gernce of the Jewish world as a major literary theme coincl-
ded with the emergence of realism in the late Fositivist
period. In fact, Orreszlowa s Eli_Malower (1874) and [Mosr
Esofowicz (1878), and A.éw1gtochowsl1‘s Chawa Fubin (187%).
not only remained the most important "Jewish” worls in the
perception of contemporary readers but zlso helped to shape
the model of the realist novel. Realism, which crystallized
in the late 1870s., remained a constant factor in Foland's
literary life to the end of the peritod under study. Its 1n-
ternal evolution progressed from the tendentiousness charac-—

teristic of the Fositivisht period to an objective and im-

pressionist form of realism.

The Fos:rtivist "discovery” of Jewish society was part
of & broader process of widening the social horizcons of Fo-
lish literature. The realists brole with the traditional
emphasis on the nobility and made the literar, erploratiaon
of lower—-status groups the centerpirece of their literary
program.

Od chwili, gdy doiennitarstwo wysadoiwscoy groweg =
salonu czy proedpolosu swoich chlebodawcdw wyrza-
to na dwiat., stonczyiy s1g arlady;stie artyluky.
Frzeltonano sie., e obol ludzoi zyjacych =0 renty,
btara - jal wiadomo - bardoo podbrzymuse cnote 1
wesotosd, obol powaznych matron, niewinnych doie-—
wic 1 czerstwych mlodomiehcow 2 "niewymowna, grac s
daosiadazacych bieguna", i1stniese catliem i1nna
Tudsl odd.  Swiat parweniuszdw i gtodomordw, oszus-
tow, mordercdw., srogliwych staruszel 1 mtodych
wsretecznic. Ma tym cceanie biedy 1 walli ma tiy 1
pazury — dabry ton e swmjg,abyc:ajnuéc1q, liberia
1 optymizmem tworzy ~aledwie mata wyseple. zreszta
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wcale nie uwolniong od zatrutego oddechu t1umdw
ani od tego. zeby ltorysd o je;, miesztatcdw nie
stoczyl si1e do wsphlne, jamy. (18)

/From the moment when journalism poled i1ts head
out of the salons and anktechambsrs of 1ts sponsors
and looled at the world around., the time of Arca-
dian articles was over. Lt became clear that, in
addition to people living off their capital,
which, as 1z generally tnown, helps teep up sSpl-
rits and preserves virtue, 1n addition to serious
matrons, 1nnocent virgins and vigorous young  men
“gracefully mounting their stesds". there enisted
a different form of menltind: the world of parvenus
and starvelings., of swindlers and murderers. of
malicious old ladies and licentious young woman.
In this ocean of misery and bitter struggle for
survival the world of good tone and good manners,
with 1tz livery and optimiem, constituted only a
tiny 1sland. Moreover, thise itsland was not beyvond
the reach of the poisonous breath of the crowds,
and 1t occasionally happened that some aof the 1s-
land s inhabitants rolled down to the common den./

Although these observatbtions by B.Frus apply szpecirfically to
sowrnalism. they canm legitimately be interpreted as 2 =ign
of the new orientation characteristic of all of Polish lite-

rature.

From the topical point of view, the realist treatment
of the Jewish world followed along the lines which crystal-—
lized 1in the 1880s. The realists” attention remained cen-
tered on the social progress of the Jew and 1ts 1mplications
for the non—-Jdewish environment. This latter theme. however,
was marled by 1ts focus on group rather thamn 1ndividual

achievements. and by a gradual shift of attention from rural

183 B.Frus,

-
=
<Z
=
m

a I1. recawa 198%, p.l107, column
Warscawsli. 1027 (1884)
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to  urban surroundings. The heavy emphasis on the Jew s role
1n the capitalist economy overshadowed other "Jewish" themes
which, lile scenes from the life of Jewish plutocracy., the
1ssue of mixed marriages and other aspects of the osmosis
pcocuwrring  between the two societies, still inspired a sub-

atantial literary output.

The Fositivist i1dealization of capitalism, a new ap-
proach which paved the way for a more positive svaluation of
the Jewish role in Folish society, turned out to be short-
~lived. The Fositivists advocated a re-channeling of social
gnergy from the dream of Foland’s independence., which they
considered utopian, toward attainable ends: the satisfaction
of basic needs and human welfare. They evaluated individuals
and groups according to their productivity and, 1n order to
promote the latter, advocated individual libert, and equali-
ty of raights, opportunities and dubies within society. "Worl
gernerates wealth: wealth., learning; and learning. virtue",

—

wrote E.Orreszlaowa 1n 1877 (19,

In the couwrse of the following decade. however., opposi-—
tion to the ‘"shamefaced materialism” i1nherent 1n  the
Fositivist 1i1deology continued to grow. Looling bacl at the
failure of this FPositivist i1deal, I.Matusrewsli, a well-

~lnown literary critic of the twn of the century. observed:

19) E.lrzeszlowa. "0 j;edne; - napilmiesszyvech potrzeb spote-
crefistwa nascego”, 1n Niwa 25 (1873
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Niestelky' Wigl zioty porostatl tyllo marceniem:
hohaterscy 1noynmierowie 1 przemyslowcy. ocplewani
prrex pirsarzy bwcrmesnych, zmienili: 16§ W lagalnych
bandytow. a praca. ma,aca podnieddé ducha indywidu-
alnego 1 spoteconego, przerodsita sig w ohydnag
Tmore, tuc:ac@_él% potem malucsbich orac mé:glemu
NerwWwami 1 sercem bogaczdw lub tych co bogaczaml
rostad pragng. (20)

/Blas’ The golden age remained a dream: the heroic
engilneers, praised by contemporary writers, were
transformed 1nto Jegal bandits. J/Organic/  worl,
which was to ratse the spirits of the 1ndividual
and of the collectivety. changed into a nightmare
which preyved on the sweat of the poor and the

brains, merves and hearts of the rich and those
detetrmined to become rich./

The reaction against the "materialist” orientation of
the Fozitivists, marbted by the transformabtion of "herolc
engineers" i1nto "legal bandits", was bound to affect litera-
ry perception of the Jew. In fact, in the last two decades
of  the 19th century the i1mage of capitalism., 1ncluding 1ts
specifically Jewish face, becomes darler and more thresaten-—
rng.  Thise trend continued to prevairl in the early 20th cen-
tury, F.Junosza-Scanlawst 17 s j_gé}ggg~4_ngg; (In a spider s
web 1896), Fod_ _wods (The drowning, 189%) :g;gla {The
splders, 18%94), Crarnobioto. EL;QLL-ELE;ELLE (Czarnobtoto.
The rural sprders, 1893), t.Laslowsti's Zrodl:
with the land, 1917)., Bamigtnil _els-dziedzica
els-pachcilarca  (Memoirs of a former landowner with comments
by his former grendarz. 1904), A.Grusrecli’s Sgachras,e (The

cheats, 1899), Dla_miliona (For the million. 1900), Rey-—

_ebrecana. (The promised land, 1892, T.Jes—
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Fe-Choidsti’s Na_straconym_posteruntit (On the lost outpost,

1891y, M.Batucli’'s H_ggingL;;J_gnggQ (In Jewish hands,
1884)., Frzetlete pieniadze (Damned money. 187%) -— this 18

sust & small =zample of turn-of-the-century worls which
w=tress the dar! =zide of capitalizt society. Most of them are
lenghty novels which focus on the unsuccessful efforts  of
Folish characters to free themsel ves from the capitalist
cobwebs  that entangle them. In all cazes the "fliss" are
wltimately strangled and become the prey of a swarm of Jew—

1sh "spiders".

The Jewish figure i1n Nasza_sclapa. (Our nagl. a short

story by M.bonopniclia, 18 a petty merchant typircal of the

figures found 1n most of these novels., characterized by a

scarcity -—— 1f not a total absence —— of any non—2conamic
traits. | onopnicla depicts this petty merchant —-— characte-
ristically nicinamed Handel (trade) —— 1n an almost comp-

letely neutral fashion. In Negca_sclapa the Jew appears  on
the scene in order to deprive 2 debt-ridden worler’s family
of vyet another of 1ts few remaining necessities. His appea-—
rances divide the plot into segments and marl consecutive
wtages 1n the family s realistically depicted physical. eco-
nomic  and soc1al decline. The child who narrates the story
does not resent Handel as an individual. He sees the Jew as
a tool 1n the hands of i1mpersonal forces which., destructive
as they may be. appesar to him to be self-euplanatory., neces-
sary and constant elements of life. The narvete and {fatalism

1nherent a1n the narrator’s perspective enable tonopnicla to
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pass over 1n s1lence the nature of the threat and to give 1t
the appearance of invisibility. This literary tricl. how-
ever, doesw nat male the danger hanging over the boy's head
less real. In the final analysis. the perspective of the

narrator reinforcec rather than tones down the natuwralistic

It 18 noteworthy that in the post- Fositivist period
interest 1n Jewlsh matters was particularly pronounced among
writers with naturalisk leanings. Although a distinctly ne-
turalist =school remained on the periphery of mainstream Fo-
ligh realism, both currents absorbed -— to varying extents
and 1n various ways —— Lhe euperiences of Zola and the
French natwalists. In fact, all of the most prominent rep-
resentatives of natuwralism, such as | .Junosza-Srantawst i,
A.Grusrecti, G.Zapolsta and I.Macre;owsli (Sewer), devoted
substantial attention to the Jews. Jewish society appears to
have provided them with a theme particularly 1t to 11lus-—
trate their pessimistic vision of social reality bazed on

biological determinism.

As  with the overall vision of capitalism. an optimist
interpretation  of the bonds tying individuals and groups to
their respective environmentse and baclgrounds was gradually
replaced by a more pessimistic view. The mptimistic i1nter-
pretation of determinism expressed i1tself 1n the form of a
Fositivigt Farth 1n the magic power of education as a tool

for the transformation of human societies. The Fositisiet
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wiriters emphas1s on the harmonious and self-regulatory na-
ture of social evolution accounts for their persistant re-
luctance to confront the i1ssue of anti1-Semitism. A more
pessimistic view of determinism i1s echoed in the previously
quoted passage by B.Frus: a bitter struggle for survival
governs the "other mantind"., the world of "parvenus., starve-
lings, swirndlers and murderers." This vision of human rela-—
tions as conflic-ridden 15 a typical feature of mature rea-
lism and nakuralism. In general the naturalists tended to
view conflicts opposing various human groups as an i1ntegral,

"matural' and necessary element of social life.

Analogires between the pattermse of animal and human be-
havior uwunderlig many naturalist depictions of the tension
between Foles and Jews. The following scene from Dygasin-—
sl1’s story of animal life Willi, psy 1 ludzie (Wolves,
dogs. humans, 1887) ., provides a particularly 1lluminating
example of this way of thinling. It discusses the nature of
the hasttlty betwsen the narrator s dog and a young domesti-
rated wolf. At first the narrator spontaneously i1ntervenes
1in  defence of the wolf, offering him protection against the
dog = aggression. 0On second thought. however., deeper "philo-
sophical and historical" reflection males the narrator re-
frain from 1nterfering i1n the animale” affairs. Comparing
the doge” instinctive hostility towards wolves to the anta-—
gonism between Jews and non-Jdews, he recognizez the “natu-

ral® character of human and animal aggression.

Wprawdzie w epocs wychowywania proeze mnig  Boty
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:
(willa) nie 1sktnial ;esccze antysemityom, gle iy
dem pogardral: chroedcijanite ;us wtedy. Dtds talie
1 podobne reflels,e usposaobiiy mnie mnie; wrogo do
moye, agarsycy. Fomyelalem byt sobie: ,ab tu wyma-
gad ad Twierzah rownouprawnienia, biedy dla ltudoi
ono nredostgpne. Miech mdy will wecrednie poona
gorycs fyoia cywilizowanego, niechay; ma w historia
“yoia swego 1 tragiczne elementy (21).

/Although  anki-Semitism did not yvet eraist at  the
time when I ralszed Buta (the walf), even then the
Christians held the Jews 1n contempt. Such and
similar reflections: cooled down my anger at  the
hound. How cen you expect animels to achieve equa-
YTaty, T thought, 14 humans seem unable to achieve
1t™ Let my wold erperience the bitterness of civi-
lized 1:i1fe :n his youths let him have some tragic
meEnori1es. /

Fram the 18%90s onwerd the realist and naturalist depic-
titons of Jewish scociety —— now reaching their peal of popu-
laraty -- were shaped by vet another literary factor. Indi-
vidual psychology and the "metaphysical essence" of the Jew
became the focus of moderniem, & current which placed the
individual quest for bthe absolube, and devotion to pure art,
at  the heart of i1tz artistic credo. The gloomy and decadent
moods  of the Folish Modernists were fed by a strong percep-
tron of the decline of modern civilicetion, & vision which
was spreading throughout fin-de—siecle Europe.

The modernist taste for the esoteric and the i1rrational
18 egempllfled by the psychological portrayals of Jewish
women at the turn of the century. Thus Rachela, & thoroughly
acculturated young Jewess with a deep interest 1n FPolish

21) A.Dvgasaifdsbi. Wilbi. _pey 1 ludsie.  (1883)  1n Wybdre

nowel. Warscawa 1977, p.&%. The wolf was found by the nar-
rator i1n 186&6.
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literature, personifies the magic power of poetry (n S.Wys-
prafsti’s Wesele (The Wedding. 1901). At a wedding party
which brings together all strata of Polish society., Rachela
establishes contact with the world beyond. On her invitation
the spirits of FPolish history jo01n the living. thereby ini-—

tiating & confrontation between Foland's present and past

which 15 at the very heart of Wyspiansli ‘s masterpirece.

But while Rachela s poetic visions play a constructive
role 1n Wesele., dart and destructive szensuality 1 the do-
minant feature of Jewish heroines 1n Tetma,er s Panng
(Miss Mary, 1899) Z.Natlowstla s Wete_ 1 roie (Serpents and
FOSeE, 1217 and J.Weyszenhoff s Hetmany (1211). All these
rich and spoiled young women emanate a striting lact of mo-
ral sensitivity. The two former characters”™ obsessive love
of riches 1s equalled by the latter s hunger for political
power., Although on the surface their alienation from  the
Jewish tradition i1s complete, the "southern blood", the mys-
terious power of heredity. ties these three women to various
aspects of Jewishness. In Hetmani this atavism eupresses
ittself 1n the form of Hala’ s political support for the Jew-—
18h  cause, which ranges from diplomatic intrigue to politi-
cal terrarism. The Jewish roots of the two other heroines,
who laive in the twilight zone between the realities of con-—-
temporary Foland and biblical Falestine, are far more esobte-
ric. The ey to their psychology lies 1n the latter world,

full of strange ammals, of ewotic plants and precious

«tones. and permeated by an intense eroticism.
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On the whole, post-Fositivist Folish literature legiti-
mized greater brutality in the depiction of conflicts be-
tween Jews and theitr gentile swroundings. This phenomenon
can be explainsd in terms of the trends which marled the
evolution from Positivism to mature reali=sm and naturalism.
Among these features were the shift from a matsrialist to an
idealist trend and the evolubion from an opbtimistic to a
pessimistic 1nterpretation of determinism, & vision which
reached fatalist dimensions in the litsrary output of the
Folish naturalists. Thosg evolution was also encouraged by a
shift of emphasis from the harmony between the i1nterests of
an indivaidual and his community to the vision of society as
conflict-ridden and, Ffinally, from the tendentiousnesz of
Fositivist literature to an obiective and more mature form

of realism 22).

At one pole we have Qrzesclowa s EL

=

depicting the conflict of economic interests with a realizsm

and enplicitness rarely found in the Fositivist rompans

iy

these. Ideological considerations. however, 1mposed an  ar-—
tificially happy ending on Orzesclows s realistically depic-
ted conflict. Ry umiting Foles and Jews around common goals
the author restores the natural harmony of the s=ocial orga-
rnism. At the other pole we have the basically conflict-
-ridden social reality of the "cobweb" novels., All af +them
depict confrontation between two antagonistic human species,

resented 1n their respective roles of "flies"  and "sp1-
Pl
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ders". Together with the modernist exploration of Jewish
epi1rrtuality. which removed much of the previous restraint
on fantaszizing about Jews and their nulture, these trends
reinforced the perception of the Jews as an alien and threa-

bening group.

“n H.Martiewics, "The Dialectic of P

olish Pozibivism", 1in
Literary _Btudies in FPoland. Etudes litterazires en__Fologne.
VI. The  Fosttivism. _Le Fositivisme. Wroctaw., Warszawa,

bral dw, Gdadst, 1980, p.27
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CHAPTEHR F I VE

AFTERMATH

I. TERMINOLOGY AND SYMBROLS: THE DECLINE OF THE MACCABEES

"A bohaterscy Machabeusze,

Gdy 1ch proypadbiem los schwytal

Eer zaleglnienia oddadroa duszeg

Zo swo,e bdstwo — tepitaX. (1)

‘The heroic Maccabees/ 1f only fate uould demand 1t/ would
fearlessly give up their souls/ for their god - capital./

In these lines, written by a former membesr of the se-
cret  insurrectionary government in bthe late 18705, 1t would
be hard to find any trace of the recent euphoria of Folish-
~Jewish brotherhood. A.Asnyl "s 1ronic reference to the le-
gend of the Maccabees reflects the changes which had accu-

mulated since 1844 i1n the treahtment aof the "Jewish" elamaent

of  the uprising theme. Abandoning their noble i1deals. the

"heraolo Maccabees® typically rediscover their capitalist
1) A.Asnyt, "W lozy', 1n Zbior poetuw polsbich 19-go_wislu.
Wars-awa 1959, 111, p.&1S
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roots and hurry to plot long-term economic strategies which
are harmful to Folish society. Toward the end of the century
political activiem gradually overshadows their capitalist
activities and becomes their =i1ngle most pronounced feature.
Their political lovalties are no longsr whabk they wers In
the uprising years. The “heroic Maccabees” jo01n the ranlz of
madern political movements —— movsements which in the mean-
time emerged in Jewish society —— to support causes that at
best do not coincide wikh and at worst undermine Folish in-

terests.

This evolution., which ztarts 1n the late 1B&Os., inten-
sifies as the centuwy progresses. Forces shaping the new
image of the Jew do not leave unaffected the zymbolic an—
guage used to refer to the Jewish world. As time goss by,
Lhe eapression "Fole of the Mosaic persussion” disappears
from thse vocabulary or undergoess an evolution similar b
lhat of the Maccabee legend. Used less frequently to empha-
si1xe the Jew's status az co-citizen and contributor to  the
common national history., the term gains an 1ncreasingly iro-
Mic flavour. Motwithsbtanding the use of guotation marls, the

spression  appears 1n contents which 1n variouws ways ztress
1ts  1nadeguacy as a description of the post-insurrectionary
perception of the Jew. After a period of zemantic confusion
during which new connotations compete and overlap with  the
traditional ones, the term "Fole of the Mosaic persuasion”
acquires a new dimension. Incressingly politiciced., 1ts use

1is limited to the narrow realm of writings peliticall, sym-—
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pthetic to the Jews.

Thus the legendary colonel Perel Joselewicz., the man

whose heroio deeds inspired the pictures that decorated the

walls of Mortlo s tavern in Chroest polsli. 15 introduced
in W.Reymont s Hopb 1794, Incurelcia (The insuwrrection of
1794, 1217-1918) as "Machebesusz" Maccabee) and "tra,owy
cudsoziemiec”  (the domestic foresigner) (). Both terms  of

which appesr 1n the same paragraph in Reymont’ s novels; the
latter gains ground in the Folish vocabulary of the turn of

the century. In G.Zapolsls 3 Freedpietle (The limbo, 1889,

a novel dealing with a boarding school for girls, the author
focuses on the "strange appesarance" ("dziwaczony widol ") of
Jewish pupils, 1ronically characterizced as “""Poles” of the
Mosaic persuasion'. who, much to the discontent of non-Jew-
1sh audiences, wear Folish natiomal costunes during a school
play (T In Weyssenhoff = Hetmani (1711). 2 novel largely
devoted to Jewish atbtempts at destabilizing Poland during
the 19705 revolution., the term "Maccabees” 13 applied to bel-
ligerent and resentful Jewish sociralists ("wo,ownicze typ, =

Bundu") (4.

2y W.Reymont, Rol. 1794, [nsurelcaa. 1n Fizma. XI. Warscawa
1980, p.1924-125. The passage which focusez on Berel s non-
~Blavic features also depicts a Folish officer s objections
to having Jewish soldiersz under hisz command and to granting

them access to thes arsenal.

) G.Zapolsla., FPrzedpiells 188°). 1n Diiela _wybran 11,

Fralhow 1979, p.126, ~aGO;;E;Dﬂ marls as used by Zaps

4y J.Heyssenhoff., Hetmany (12113, Warszawa 1911, p.278 and
others.

ra
ls

wim
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Finally. a diary written by one of the main characters 1n

E.Frus's Lalla (The Doll), provides a particularly 1n-

s1ghtful observation an the changing weys 1n which Jews are
addressed. Covering the last two years of the eighth decade
- the time when Asnyl wrobke his poem —- the diary places
this terminological evolution in the broader conte:t of Fo-

lish~Jewish relations.

W ogdle., mofe od rolu. uwaszam, e do starozalon-—
nych rosnie niechsc; nawek ci, ltorsy przed bil-
Foma laty macywali 1ch Folalaml mo,Ieszowego wys-—
nania, dri1d  zwa ich Zydami. Zad ci, bidvrzy nie-
dawno podoiwiall 1ch pracg. wytrwatodd 1 zdeolnog-
c1, dzmid widza tyllo wysysl 1 szachra;stwo. Stu-
chajac tego mydle., Ze na ludslodd spada jali1$ mrol
duchowy podaobny do nocy. W doieh wsoystlo  jest
T adne, wesole 1 dobre; w nocy wsoystlo sest brudne
1 niebezpieczne. Tal sobie mysle ale milcze: bo
ch:  mofe snacoyd sad starego subielta wobec giosu
znlomitych publicystbw, ttbrzy dowodzg, le 2yd:1
rwi chroedciansl 1e, UZYWas & Na MAace 1 e powlnnl
byd w prawach swoich ogranitczeni. (5)

JIn general, I have noticed over the last vear or
two that the dislile of the Hebrews 1s 1nocreasing:
even people who., a few vyears ago., called them
Foles of the Mosaic persuasion now call bthem Jews.
FArd those who recently admired their hard worl .,
their persistence and their talents., today only
see therr enpleoibting and deceit. When I hear zuch
things I sometimes thint that & spiritual twilight
12 falling on mantind. By day all 18 nice, cheer-
ful and good; abt night all 1s darl and dangerous.
I thin! this but I say nothing: for what does the
opinion of an old clerl matbter againzt the voices
of well-lnown ;ournalists who can prove that Jews
wse Christiamn blood in their metzos and should
have their rights restricted. s

The deepening feeling of incompatibility betweern Folish

aspirations and the objectives ascribed to the Jewish commu-

oY B.Prus. Lalla., II., Warszawa 1572, p.201
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nity as a whole was also mani fest 1n the gradual disapp2a-
rance of the motif of similarity 1n the experiences of Foles
and Jews. The 1ncreased vigilance of Ruszien censorship fol-
lowing Lhe defeat of 1844 made the fate of the Jews a fre-—
quent metaphor for the dizcuszion of Foland's recent paest.
Thas ‘"cover" apperars in the early writings of E.Orzescl owa,
who, in her first post- inswwrectionary novel FPan Graba
(1869), outlined a2 strategy of national survival under the
guise of dizcussing Jewish affeirs. In FPan
strategy 1o personified by Wigder (1.e. “"wvictor'"), a Jewish
moneylender who, driven by a passionate desire to esase the
sufferings of his coreligtonists, accumulates fabulous ri-
thes. Using the Jdew az a svmbol of orgamnic wort. the stra-—
tegy she wanted the Foles to follaow, Orzesslowa favourably
contrasts the Jew =z efforts at =trengthening Jewish society

with the thoughtless selfishness of the novel’ s Folish hero.

Orcesctowa’ s metaphor seemsz not to have posed problams
of interpretation for the contemporary FPolish reader, though
mozst of bthe novel s cratics found Wigder an "unrealistic”
character (%), The romantic i1dea of the similarity of both
nations” historical roles, and the resulting interchangeabi-

lity of literary symbols, provided an obvious ley to Orcesn-—
&) J.S.tolodzie,, Eliza Orzes Feminist _and__Jewaish
Worle an_ _Polizh_ ond Fussian © «  unpublished Fh.D.
thesis, Indiana University 1975, pp.711-717. See also J.to-
Larbinsli1, "Fowiesci oydowslie Elizy Orzesclowe;”. Swiat
1871 p.477; CooJdanl owsl 1, "Fan_Graba". tra, 80 (1891
H.S1enli1ewrcz, “"Fan__bGraba. Fowiesd p. Elizy Orzesclowe;",
reprint from FPrzegl b1 1n Dzieta. J.brovoanowsh:
{(md.), XLV. Szlairce Warszsawa 1°51 p.191

= N
“1
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lowa s 1deological message i1n Fan_Grabs (7). There 12 no
lact of evidence that the romantic myth of the parallel
destimies of Foles and Jews was at the root of Orcesclowa’™s

interest 1n Jewish matters. For instance, she wrote +to

S5.H.Feltyn., the editor of the assimilationist j;ournal JTzra-

o

211la, informing him of her i1ntention to write a major
"Jewitsh" novel and repeatedl y stressing the Tentraordinary
samilarity of the two nationz” fates" ("niezmierne podobiren-—
stwo lozdw") and the resulting need for the continuing soli-
darity of Foles and Jews., The letter leaves little doubt as
b the primarily political nature of Orzeszlows™s view ot
ihe Folish—-Jewish alliance. Folez and Jews have to support
each other 1n confronting the challenges of a future 1in
which, Orcesslowa feared. both groups might have to cope
with continuing "disasters, homelessness and humiliation”.
Her viszion of Folish-Jewrsh solidaribty in resisting esternal

aoppression expressed (bkselt 1n a form charecteristic of the

i

1nsurrectionary vyesrszs, Yague., tainted with romantic messia-
nism and emphasizing the tdes of sacrificiral suffering, the
concept showed no signs of adjustment to the new political

cirrcumstances.,

Stworzytam sobie talie wyobrafenie. ze taddy nardd
posiada udzielons sobie wyzs:sg si1tg 1 madrosd,
pewne wytacrne postannictwo. w 1mie ttdrego 3yv,e,
driata 1 cierpi. Byd moie, 13 taifdemu narodow:
przeznaczonym  jest. Zeby dopisatr jedna zglosle w
tym wiellim wyrscie, ltér; Jj2st wyrazem beswied-
nych dafed cate; ludslodcl. Zgirostha,. przemnaczong
ludowt pols!iemy j;est wolnosdd, 1zraslsliemu wiara
w Jedyneqgo Boga. Obie idee wiellie, do wocielenia
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tal  trudre, e narody. ltdre ;e w oyocle wWprowa-
dzayg. proenosic musssg - m@c:ehstwou {..) Tata to
wiella, cecoerpnigta @ najwyzsozych doiedoin ducho-

wych wspdlnodd, widse pomiedry narodami tymi 1w
wiellie mnie sdIiwlienie wprawia, =€ wspolnosd ta
dotad me zrodoita mitodor. Musi w tym byc troche
zobopdlne; winys salimi by drodiami -agtadzid ;4 1
w  sednodd dcista zlad ludzi, | térych losy 1 zada-
nia podobne L tdroy weasem tal sa sobie potrzeb-
1. L8N

/1 came to beliese that each nation 13 endowed
with =zome higher force and wisdom, and  1ts own
apecial mission 1n whose name 1t laives, acts  and
suffers. The destiny of each nation 1s perhaps Lo
contribute one lelter to a long word which enpres-—
ses  bthe suboonscious aspirations of the whols of
mantind. Tn this word the letter assigned to the
Folizsh peopls 1 fresdom, while that assigned o
Terael 18 the fai1th i1n One God. Both these 1deas
are w0 sublime and so difficult to realize that
nations which implement them carmmot escape martyr-—
dom. 1 sse 1n Lhe case of thess two nations such a
cdeep similaribty. + community deriving Ffrom the
highest realms of the spirit, that I cannot stop
wondering  that thiz community has not yet created
love, To some extent, both musbt be at fault. /The
guestion now 18/ how to repair the damage and uni-—
fv people whose fatez and missi1ons are sou similar
and who need sach olther so badly./

In Orzcesclowa’s firsh larges-scale "Jewish" novel, 11

|

Mal owetrr (168745, this solidarity assumes the distimctive form
of an alliance bebtween the Jew:sh hourgeoisie and the Folish
rnobility. The novel s Jewish hero 1 Eli Malower, z merchant
involved 1n real estate. Eli, who for years fighte to pur-
chase a heavily morgaged estale, withdraws from the lucra-
tive fransaction when 1t 18 about to succeed. The Jew re-

aecte the 1dea of economic competition with the Foles as

incompatible with the common interests of Foles and Jews.

8) E.Orresclowa, letter to S.H.Feltyn from 12-74.04.1871, a
quoted 1n: I.Butlrewicoowa, Fowiedclr 1 _nowele syvdowsti
Elizy Orceszlowg,. Lublin 1977, p.7

mow
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Showing trestraint 1n the erecution of his newly acguired
rights, Eli1 gives the highest priority to the tast of main-
taining harmonious relations between the two groups. In ex-—
change for his generosity the Jew tales from the nobleman™s
hands  the light of modern civilization and the promize of
integration into Foligh society. In Ogpiwe Orzesclowa brings
together a Jewish watchmaler and & Folis aritetocrat  and
mal @z  them discover the amaring similarity of their respec-—

tive life erperiences.

But even these worls., though "parallelistic” i1n con-
cepl, betray a growing tension between the romantic scheme
wrid  roeszlowa’™s realistic depictionzs of socral reality- In
an Graba the Jewish moneylender s fortune originates 1n the
enploitation and "tears® of the Peoles. His nation’ s well-
bheing can be achieved only at the expense of the Christian
popul ation. In a scens reminiscent of All Babzs"s visit to

-

the robberzs” cave the Jew shows Graba his treasuresz and, to
further emphasize his wealth, throws priceless pearls on the
floor. Underlying his edifying comments on the moral respon-
sibi1lities of individuals toward thelr respective communi-—
lies 15 the i1dea of the incompsataibility of Felish and Jewish
interests.
Ile tych perel spade na tiemig - rzeldt - tvle tex
ludzlich spadio na moyg gtowe.. ale za to tyle de:x
mriey mdb; lud wyptacme. (9)
pearls as you see falling on this floor -
- =0 many human tears have fallen upon my

head. .. but so many fewer tears will fall on  my
owrr people’s side.
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The parallels 1n Qgniwas between the FPolish and Jewlsh
gxperiences are limited in range and deal with 1ndividual

fatez rather than group experiences. Eli_ HMalowesr’s happy

1-
=

LR

eszl ow

b

ending 1€ abttached somewhat ertificiall, to 0O
deplction of the longstanding and bitter rivalry between the
Folish  landowner {who struggles to survive the post-insur-—
Fecbionary orises of Jandownership) and the Jewish buyer of
his estate. 0Orzeszlowa was not alone 1n perceiving Folish
rwnership of the land as one of the most important condi-
tione of national swvival., The Jewich role 1in uwndermining
Faolish ainterests 1n thiz particular field soon becomes the
single most frequently treated "Jewish" theme of Polish li1-

terature.

Tromicall ,. another of Orzesctlowa’s novels., Mirtala
(1884, was the laszk majzor literary worl which made use of
the once common parallels between Jewizh suffering after the
destruction af Jeruszalem and that of post-inswrectionary
FPoland. Set 1n Rome shortly after Titus® victory over the
Jewish steke, the novel discussez the deterioration of Ro-
mari—-Jewish relations, which culminates 1n anti-Jewish riots.

Orzescl ows  submitbted Miriasla for publicabtion 1n btlosmy in

@) E.QOrzesclowa, Fan_bBraba (1B&%) ., Warscawa 1971, p.éb65. The
incompatibility of interests 1s emphasized 1n A.Swietochow-
ob1's discusion of Fen_Braba. /A.Swigtochowsii/, "Fan_Graba.
powiedd w trzech c:@étlach Elizy Orceszlows", 1n Egggglig
Tygodniowy —o (1972 reprinted in A.éw:gtachmwstl. Wybdr
tel stow trykycengliteractich. S.5%andler (ed.), Warszawa 19773
pp. 228
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1887, shortly after the outbreal of anti-Jewish violence 1n
Warsaw which drambtically demonstrated the deterioration in
the social climate. Fearing thab the novel s depiction of
the nationalistic "fanaticiem" of the Jews might revav/e ram—

pant anti-Jewiszh passions, LIvuzy chose to delay PMirktala =

publication for three yeors (10).

The journal’ s editors were hardly alone i1n interpreting
Mirtals as Orzeszlows 3 response to the Warsaw riots of 1281
and other negestive trends 1n contemporary Folish-Jewish re-
lations. Their focus on the "Jewish question”, however. made
them overlool yet another dimension of the novel. Lile most
of Mirtala = critics afber the novel’ =z publication in 188é.
they Failed to aclnowledge the central place of the Folish-
-Ruszian relationship, which the novel discussed under the

guise of depicting Lhe Roman-Jewilsh interaction (11). The

prevailling interpretstion of Mirl

ala as a pursly "Jewish®

-

wart misread Orzeszlowa =z intentions, vhich the author oukb-

[£1]

lined 1n her letter to the publisher:

10) See J.Detlo, "Marodowy aspelt [westiil dydowstie; w Elizy
Orzeszlowe,”., 1n Biuletyn_ ZIH, 40 (19461), p.&4: M.Zmig-
rodzia. "Eliza Orzcesclowa" in Literstuwra polste w  _olresie
realizmu_ 1 _nabwalzizmu, II. Warscawa 1966, p.27; J.S.tolo-
doiey. "Eliza Orceszolows’ s Feminish and Jewish Worls 1 Fo-

1ah and Russian Craticiesm”, unpublished FR.D. thesis, Irm—-
diana University 1275, pp.281-407

11y The most importankt enception here 1z the discussion  of
Lhe novel 1n J.totarbirsli s, "Mirtala. Fowiedsd Elizy
Orzesclowe"., Zyeie 3 (1887, pp.75-77. The relationship of

the conquered and their congquerors, and 1ks relevance for
Fpopland vis—a-vie the Fuszians, wasz for totarbifsl: the main
rassue of Droesclowe s wort .,
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Fod wzglegdem tredc1 sest to naprzdd walle dwdch
narodow: podbitego 1 zwycigsl 1ego. nastgpnie walla
cararyomu 2 republitanizcmemy na loniec obraz nie-
spr awiedliwodcl 1 gwaltdw dolonywenych pod wpl,wem
rédiznych pobudel nad stabscymi & besbronnymi, coyla
pwrres zepsuty 1 zbatamucony plebs roymsl 1 nad wyg-
nafcog, sgneblona, @ besbronng ludnoscta, Zydowst &.
C15

From the point of view of content 1t 1s. first of
all, a struggle between two nations, @ vicborious
one  and a subdued one. and., second, a struggle
hetwesn caesarism and republicanism. Finally. 1t
13 & depiction of the oppression and 1njustices
inflicted (by the strong) on bthe wessl and help-
less, L.8.. by & sporled Foman mob on an uwprooted,
oppressed snd defencelesz Jewish population. /s

The confusion surrounding Mirtala was not caused solely

by Orzesclowa' s wuss of the recenlly subdued Roman Jews &

]
H]

metaphor for the fate of the Foles under Russian domination.
Mor was this misunderstanding due to Qr-cesclows = discussion
of  FPolish~Jewish relations disguised as cocial conflicts in
first-century FRom=. The souwrce of the confuszion lay 1n the

author™z =simulitaneous uwse of the _came

literary symbols
(Jews, riobt=z, the destruction of Jerusalem) on both of the
novel s semantic levels. On the one hand her depiction of
the Jewish e perience helped Orrcesctlowa leep 2l1ve the memo-
ry of the January uprising and the Folish dream of indepen—
dence. Moreover, the fote of the Jews served her as o lite-
rary device to promote the i1dea of Folish cultural sepa-
ratism wvis—a-vis the Russians, a strategy which she
whaleheartedly ad.ocated azs a meeng of resisting Fussifica-—

12 E.Orzeszlowa., letter to bebethner and Wolff of
04,09,1887% 1n Listy Zebrane. Wroctaw 1984, I, p.il&3 see
J.Detto, op.cit. pp.59-460 and Eliza Orzosslows.  War srawa

1971, pp.240-244
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i

tion (17 . On the other hand, the first-century Roman Jew
personi fied 19th century Jewish mationalism, which ensbled
the Jews of Foland to reszish efforts aimed ab their FPolont-
ratiron but which Orresclowa clearly classified as a negatise
phenomenon. Using the classical Jewish theme of the 18&Us
Orzesclowa failled to aclnowledge the important changes which
had occurred in the meantime 1n the Polish readers” percep-
tion of the Jews. The reception of her novel, marled by se-
rious problems of interpretetion, clearly indicated that
rzeszltowa’s symbolic  language. ag epplied to the circum-
stances of post—-1844 Folish sociebky, had becoms anachronis-—

tic by the middle of the 1880s.

12y This interpretation 1s followed by J.Detlo who argues
that Mirtala was written less to combat anti-Semitism  than

to promote Folish nationalism. J.Detlo, Eliza  Orzeszzlowa,
Warsraw 19271, pp.o40-244, Thiz view 1= shared by &G.Calsa,
Bpoteczensiwe  polstie wobec programdw 1 ziawishta_asymilac,
Zyddw., unpublished Fh.D. thesiz. University of Warsaw 1987,

pp.S%-61.
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II. JEWTI SH ATTITUDES IN

RETROSPFPELCT

Frajsecting the new social climats upon the memories of
the recent past. Folish literatuwe continued to resise  the
legend of 1847. The legacy of the January uprising and 1ts
competing interpretations played a crucaial role in shaping
new political and i1deological attitudes. The political re-
—evaluation of the 1867 tradition., most advanced in Galicia.
was followed ~— though by no means automatically —-— by @&
corresponding transformation of the literary legend. On the
whole, however, the i1nternal evolution of this legend
showed a considerable degree of autonomy. There were sub-
stantial differences both 1n the timing and 1n the way 1n
which the new interpretations affected various elements  of
the tradition. For example, while 1n some writers”™ memory
the period of Folish-Jewish goodwill guictly shrant into
"one heroic hour”, a more realistic assessment of peasant
attitudes toward the uprising was not available until the
early 20th centuwy. As the previous review of Jewish motifs
clearly indicates. Llhe traditiomal romantic scheme continued
to compete with new approaches throvghout the period under
study. Gengrally spealing. the re-—evamination of the Jewish

role i1in 1847 echoed the debate on the so-called “Jewish

i

question®” 1n 1ts various stage
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M.Batucli's worls on the January insurrection were
among the earliest to male no use whatever of romantic cli-
ches 1n depicting the Jewish role in the uprising. In @
short but powerful episode i1n Froebudzen: (The Awabened.
184637 . the Jewish tavern-|eepsr buys, from the peasants,
clothes and other belonginge which the wvillagers have
stripped from the fallen Folish insurgents (14). In Lomedis
trata (Comedy bebind bars., 1868). the only "Jewish" as-—
pect of the uprising 1s represented by a cowardly smuggler
who made a fortune trading in 1llegal weapons (1%). Batuc-

-

t1's focus on the economic opportunities the 18467 war of-

fered to the Jews occupies a prominent place an later ac-
counts, and tends to gradually overshadow the guestion of

their political loyalties.

Junosza-Sraniawsl 1" novel Na

~zgliszcsach  (On the
ashes, 1884) tells the story of Jewish attempts to tale over
the estate of an exiled 1nsuwrrectionist. The endangered es-
tate 18 wultimately saved only a8 a result of the lovalt, of
peasants who have not allowed themselves to be bought off by

the local tavern—ieeper. In the novel Byli_ 1 _beds (They were

vt oo Smabt e o Sease s et b e eate P b Satt) mbin b M it S0003 bocaS RS SOHIS VOB Do Sevin Seemn foo St SHiR eois e L oot G ekt s ShtR0

14) This scene foreshadows the early 20th-century worls
which treat the guestion of the peagsents” role 1n the upris-
ing with tragic realism: S.. eromsbi’s Rozdriobig nas _lrobi
Wrony. Wierna rrela and A.S5trug s short stories.

15 T.Drewnowsli notes that Batucli™s earliest criticiem of
the Jews came partly 1n reaction to their "commercial® atti-
tude toward the uprising ("handlarshie podejscie do sprawy
powstancre;") T.Drewnowsli, op.cit., p.CIX
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and they will be, 1888) M.Rods-iewicodwna depircts the sudden
prosperity of a Lithuanian shtetl as due to Jewish trade i1n

the configscated properbty of rebels.

Miasteczlo w ogdle cate. ctofone proewasnie = Zy—
ddw, byto lojalne 1, gdy pewnego driia coststo za-
lane wo,slilem. uwupojzonem rosbiciem partiz po la-
sach, pry,eto to j;alo loniec zasto,u w handlu 1
rniepol o dw. Fozpocoely s18 lrwawe widowisha, sady
1 egzeluc,e, swozenis 1 wywozenie podejroanych.
Zydzi  oiofvlil wosennemu naczelnilowir gruby haracs
{oa) 1 handlowali, robigc gwietne interesy na fu-
pach dwordw zrabowanych 1 obdartych powstanchw.
(14)

/The little town, populated mostly by Jews., re-
mained loval /to the Russians/, and when one davy
1t was filled with soldiers over oyed by the 11—
gquidation of partisan groups 1n the woods 1t toot
this to be the end of all trouble and stagnation
in business. Rloody spectacles, execubions, tri-
alw, and the bringing 1n and out of suspects be-
gan. The Jews paid the military commander 2 gene-
rous tribute and made excellent business by tra-
ding 1n property looted Ffrom the manors and
stripped from the i1nswgents./

The town's Jews hurry to buy cettle confiscated during the
brutal pacification of a petty noblemen s village whose en~—
tire population was deported to Siberia. They 2lso btale ad-
vantage of the political situation to puwrchase wooded lots
from Falish noblemen at low prices. In yet another insuwrrec-—
tionary novel by M.Rodrmiewiczdwna., Fofary i zdaliszcra (Fires
and ashes, 1894)., the Jewish tavern—-leeper, acting asz right-
~hand man to a treacherous Folish nobleman. betrays a rebel
detachment operating in the Lithuanian woods. In order Lo

collect 1nformation which ultimately leads to 1t massacre,

168 M.Fodoiewicoowna., Bwli bada (1888), Wydawnictwo Ry-

bitwa, n.d.., p.11

g
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the Jew corrupts a young peasant by means of alcohol, bribe-
ry and blacimail. In another episode in Fofary. L __zglisccia
the rebels hide 1n a tavern after the Jewish tavern—teeper s

terrified wife has been forced to cooperate through black-

maitl and the use of physical force.

The hero of H.Sienliewicz's Bzlice weglem (1876) 135 a
Folish police informer whose cooperation with the Russians
goes bacl to the time of the uprising. When we meet him
years later he continues to blaclmail his neighbors by his
nowledge of their insuwrectionary past. The informer’s ac—
complice, a Jewish tavern—iesper, helps him Lo stage provo-
rations and acts as a false witness. The attitude of W.!l osz-

n

crye's  courageous Janbiel 1n W_ogniuw wolnosel (1886) 15
contrasted not only with the caowardly and unpatriotic att:i-
tudes of some Foles but also with those prevailing in his
own communiity. The Jews treat him with hostilaity., and coldly
watch the hero’'s execution by the Russians. In Wici _wyroczne
boszczye has  the wprising s commander-in-chief, Traugutt,
eypress qualified praise for the Jews tacit sympathy for
the rebels. A number of episodes, however, focus on the way
in which they profit economically from the uprising. Al-
though generally supportive of the Foles the Jews easily
vield information when pressed by the Russians. In at least

ong case this leads to robbery., arrests and murders of +the

Foles.

N Jewish tavern—leeper in Sewer s (l.Macieowsli) stary
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"Maciel w powstaniu" (Maciel i1n the uprising, 1894) does not
hide rebels — but a former rebel hides from him. The Jew 1s
treated as a potential security risl by a young peasant who
returns  to his home village after fighting 1n the uprising.
Maciel threatens to burn down the tavern Lo prevent a pos-
m1ble denunciation by the Jew. While the Jewish support an
wieliem was personified by the patrictic horse-
-smuggler, tontrymowic: s lengthy negative comments on Lit—
vals (17) —— remarlts rather artificially included 1n & novel
dealing with much earlier events ~— appear to have been 1n-

tended as an epilogue to the novel’ s Jewish theme.

M.J.Wielopolstia’s novel bryaaly (1213 tells the story
of the lazt rebel detachment, led by S.Brodsla, which held
out 1n the countryszide :n Polesig until December 1864 (18).
Wielopolsla s portrayal of Brooste and his men reminde one
mtrongl y of the faithful apostles gathering arcund the fi1-
gure of Christ. Following the pattern freguently used 1n
@arlier Ffiction., the variety of the social. cultuwral and
ideological baclgrounds of Brodsta’s followers emphasizes
the perfect harmony of all strata of Folish society uwnited
around their common goal: Poland’s independence. In addition

to Brrosla. who 1s a Catholic priest. we find among these

17y Litvals (Litwacy) Jewish imigrants from the eastern pro-
vinces of the Empire., see chapter IV.

18) Rev. S.Broosta (1874-184353), the last surviving staff-of-
ficer of the uprising., joined the movement i1n 18862 after
being 1mprisoned for preaching patriotic zsermong. Captured
in December 1864 Brzdsita was esecuted i1n Sololow on 27 May
18465,
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last freedom fighters a Jewish craftsman., a conservative
landowner, a politically radical blacksmith (who 13 a Fro-
testant), an anti-clerical veteran of the Garibaldi wars,
two monls, a pious peasant losynier (a veteran of the HNo-
vember uprisingl., and a freemsson of French origin whose
views are described as communist (V) (19). Despite their
exceptional braveryv., this "Noah s a2rl " gradually shrints and
the detachment's days are numbered. The Jew. wounded at the
beginning of the novel, survives to the group’™s very end.
Talen prisoner i1n the detachment s last battle and savagely
tortured, the Jew reveals Brodstla’s hiding place to the Rus-
BILANS. In a scene which one i1mmediately assocrates with
Christ s capture by Roman soldiers, the dying Jew, the Ju-
das., 1= comforted and forgiven by the Christ-lile Rrodsla

(20 .

The theme of treason allegedly committed by the Jew
reappears 1n Wielopolsla s short story  "ltapitan Lerbas".
Lerbas., the courageous and dedicated leader of a rebel de-
tachment 1s shot on the spot by a suspicious Folish officer.
In retrospct. the Fole aclnowledges his mistale and admits
that he was blinded by the i1mage of "Abramla-zdra,cy". the
widespread sterectype of the trartor Jew. While the officer
astls to be shot as punishment, his superior bitterly repliss

that there would not be enough bullets to shoot all those

19) M.J.Wielopolsbta, tryaali. O szescdzles1%ﬁym troecim rolu

opowiedsd, Warsrawa 1917, p.2&
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gurlty of treating the Jews with excessive suspircion and 1n

that way allienating many sencere Folish patriots (Z21).

A.Strug’s Ohcowie nasi (Ouwr fathers, 1910, a collec—
tion of stories dealing with the January uprising. focuses
on  the socizal injustices perpetrated i1n the name of patrio-
tic values, Although Strug primarily concentrates on the
peasant gquestion., the Jews occasionally alzo appear as help-
less victimz of robberies and confiscations for the war ef-
fort. ‘plaly provides a few unedifying examples of the re-—
bels mistreatment of Jewish tavern—leepers. On the whole,
the Jews cautiously help the insurgents., supplying them with
food  and sharing vital information. The latter form of as-
sigtance 1z of no avairl to the Foles who, blinded by mis—
trust, are nob 1n a posittion to tale advantage of the Jews~
realistic ascseszsment of the situation. In Mogirib s (The
little grave) the exhausted and demoralized partisans, lost
1m the woods, try to male their way to the Galician border.
The local Jewish tavern—-leeper, a renowned smuggler. would
have szaftely talen them across the border. But the rebels
rmever teach the tavern and perish, betrayed by the peasants.

The retrospective transformation of the 1867 legend 1g
ore of many possible 1llustrations of the growing ambiguity
with which Folish auwthorszs treat Jewish loyalties. Characte-

riotically, L.W.NAncoye felt obliged to stres=s, 1in the 1ntro-

-

21y MoJd.Wielopolsta,  "bapitan Lerbas", 1n Synogarlice.
Warssawa, n.d., p. 108
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duction to his b ogcius

Lo _pod Ractawicami f(tosciuszio  at

jrd

Ractawice, 1881), that Lhe play's Jewish character. & pro-
-Polish spy. 13 to be seen az a model figure. an edifying
example whom he wanted bthe Jews to follow, rather than as a
tharacter reflecting real-life attrtudes (22). Similarly, in
Z.Sarnect1’s Sfonecznil (The sunfower., 1887) the portrait of
tosciuszlo decorating the office of a rich businessman means
little more than the Jew s coldly calculating manipulation
of this national symbol. Only after a Polish Catholic priest
zaves the businessman e father in one of the Russian pogroms
of 1881 does the businessman realize the error of his "cos-
mopolitan” wayz and becomes a sincere Polish patriot. Final-
1y, in Sewer s (T.Maciejowstiy) Zyoma (1884) a small pro-
~Folish faction struggles esgainst a pro-bBerman faction 1n an
sittempt to promobte Folish interests among Jews 1n Lwow. Fut
while Sewer s defendesrs and thelr cause are not euplicitly
defeated, the final outcome of this struggle appears gues-
tionable to the author. His doubts find a resounding echo in
late nineteenth-century literature. While patrioticall y—-min-
ded Jewish characters, i1dealists who try to put Jewish life

hact on Lracl , become less frequent 1n Folish fiction, vil-—

lains 1nvolved 1n various "Jewl=sh conspiracies” f111 this

VACLILM.
22y L W.Anczye, lLepsgiwerto  pod  Raclawicami. 1n Zycie 3
prema. IV. Fraldw 1908, p.287
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ITT. S ETTLING ACCOUNTS WITH THE

VETERANSE

Some Jewish patriots portrayed by Polish writers sur-—
vive the shots fired at them during the Warsaw demonstra-
tions and the dangers of the partisan war. The earliest ac-—
counts ot the Jewish veterans fate after 1864 typically
place them 1n Western Europse where —— despite all the mise-—
ries of estile -- love and friendship reward them for their
dedication to the Polish cause. Wolsli: s Mogiel . for ins-—
tance, depicts the loval friendship of Wladyslaw and HMo,-
resr, two former comrades-—-in-—arms. Fairthful to the i1deals of
their vyaouth, the two frisnds awairtbt the next round of armed
ztruggle for Foland’ s independence. trastewsli’s Jalub Hamon
leads the existence of a wandering Jew but ultimately finds
happiness 1n his private life. He marries an enlightened
Warsaw Jewess who, under his influence, rejects the spiri-
tual emptiness of the cosmopolitarn milieu in which she grew

up and turns 1nto an i1dealistic Folish patriot.

These and other happy endings become less freguent in
the following decades. The romantic naivete of these earl,
works contrasts with the complex and frequently ambiguous

problems which the Jewish veterans confront i1in later Folish
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literature. In general, however, the treatment of the "vete-
ran” theme 1s marled by a number of common characteristics.
The first and the most important 1s the similarity of the
topical context i1n which the moti1f appears in the plot. The
former Jewish rebels are invariably introduced 10 the con-
text of the discussion of Folish-Jdewish relations. Typi-
cally, their appeerance 13 followed by the author s compar:i-—
zon between the climate of the 1860= and that of the follow-
1ng years. Jewish veterans and their post-inswrrectionary
brographies also serve to justify the positions talen by
various writers on the i1ssue of Jewish assimilation. The
second common feature of the veterans® stories 1s their pre-
dominantly pessimistic mood. Although the conclusions drawn
from this post-inswrectionary settling of accounts vary
according to the writer’s political views, most authors
dealing with the topic aclnowledge —— more ar less explicit-
ly —— the fai1lure of Folish hopes for the brotherhood of

"the two Israels®.

1t 18 precisely in this context that a Jewish veteran s
story 1s narrated by B.Prus in Lalla (The Doll, 1890y, a
novel considered one of the masterpireces of Folish litera-
tureg. One of Lalla s themes 1s the history of a Folish-owned
Warsaw store. The main part of the tale which 1s narrated by
the store’s old clerl. Rzecli. Rreclti. the author of the
previously quoted diary. 18 an i1dealist formed by the roman-

tic tradition and 1ts old-fashioned democratic values. He 13

genuinely worried by the growing "dislile of the Hebrews®
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which turns 1l1fe sour for Henryl Szlengbaum, yet another
clerd in the store. Sclangbaum fought in the January upris-
ing along with Dr. Szuman., a2lso a Jew, and the store’s ow-
ner, Stanislaw Wolulsli. All three paid for their patriotic
deeds with years of exile 1n Siberia. The passage that fol-
lows deals with Szlangbaum™z post-insurrectionary experien—
ces, covering the period from his return from exiles 1n  the
garly 1870s to the end of the decade. In 1tz last two years,
the vyears 1n which Lalla’ s plot tales place, the signs of
approaching "trouble wikth the Jews" continue to wmultiply.
Rzeclti1’s pessimistic assessment of the direction of 1nter-
-group relations converges with the opinions voiced by neut-
vt &l observers., by Folish anti-Semites as well as by the Jews
themselves., (For the sale of preserving the passage s integ-
rity, Freclis previocusly gquoted remarts are repeated here

in their broader context.)

Otdz  Sclangbaum ;est w catym znacteniu  porzadnym
obywatelem, ale mimo to wszyscy go nie lubiag,
gdy®.. ma mesrcoggcie byd starozal onnym..

W ogdle, moice od rolu, uwacam, ze do staro-al on-
nych rogme mechec: nawet ci. ttoroy przed billo-
ma laty nazywali 1ch Folalami mo,-estowego wyrand
nia, doig rwa 1ch Zydami. Zad ci. btdrzy niedawno
podziwialL i1ch prace. wytrwatoéd 1 cdolnosci. doig
widra, tyllo wyzysl 1 scachrazastwo. Situcha,gc te-
go, crasem mysle, ze na ludrlosd spada ;alid mrol
duchowy. W drien wsoystio bylo ladne, wesole 1
dobre; w nocy wsrysklo ;est brudne 1 niebezpirecs-
ne. Tal sobie mysleg., ale milcze: bo cbOI moze zna-
czye sgd starego subielta wobec grosu znalomitych
publicystdw, ltdroy dowodra., e Zvdoi brwl chroed-
cijanshie; usvwa,a na mace 1 e powinni byd w pra-
wach swoich ogramicreni. (.00

Tatr stan rreccy w osobliwy sposdb oddoiatyvwa na
8zlangbauma. Jesccoe w rolu tescivm coiowiel ten
nazywat si1e Szlangowstim, obchodzit Wiellanoo 1
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BoZe Narodzenie, 1 = pewnoscia nawiernie szy ha-
tolil mie zjadat tyle tietbasy co on. Famigtam. -e
gdy raz w culirernt capytano go:

- NMie lubiss pan loddw., panie Szlangowshi”™
Odpowiedziat:

= Lubig tyllo lietbase. ale ber crosnhu. Czosnlu
zmesd nie moge.

Wrdci¥ = Syberii razem re Stachem 1 doltorem Sou-
manem 1 zarar wstapll do chrredc:;anstiego sihlepu,
chod Zydzi dawali mu lepsrze warunbti. Od te; pory
ci1agle pracowatr u chrzedci jan L dopreroc w  rolbu
biezacym wymowili mu posade.

W poc-atl ach maja prerwssy rar proysredt do Stacha

/Wolulsliego ~ M.0/ = progbg. Byl bard-iey; sbur-
czony 1 mial czerwietiste octy nizn ~wyl le.
~ Stachu ~ rrell polornym glosem — utone na Nalew-

lach, jeZel1l mnie nie proygarniess.

- Dlacregdied od razu do mnie mie proys-ediq™ -
spytat Stach.

—- Nie dmiatem.. Baiem sig. feby nie mowili o mnie,
e Iyd must si1g wsregdoile whrecic., I drid nie proy-
szedibym., gdyby nie trosla o drieci.

Stach woruszyt  ramionami 1 natychmiast przy;at
Srlangbauma = pens,a portora tysigace rubl: roco-
nie.

Nowy subielt od ratu wrigalt sie do roboty. a w pot
godziny pdinie; mrulnat Lisiecii do tlejna:

~Co tuw. do diabta, talk crosnet zalatue, panie
Flayn™

Zag w lwadrans pdinies;. Uz mie wiem = ,alie; rac-
31 dodat:

~Jal te tanalie Iydy cisng s:1@ na lralowslae
Proedmiedcie' Mie mogiby parch, jeden = drugim,
pilnowad sig Nalewel 1 éwlgtojersilej”

Szlangbaum milcoat, btvllo drgaty mu coerwone po-
wieli.

Szc:qéc1em. obie te racreplil styscat Wolulsbi.
Wstat od biurla 1 rzelil tonem, !tdrego. co prawda,
nig lubie:

- Panie.. panie Lisiecli' Fan Henryl Szlangbaum
byt moim loleg@,wdwc:asq gdy driato my si1g bardzo
*le. Czybyd Wwige pan nie pozwolil mu } olegowad s1@
ze mna, dzid, ledy mam si1g troche lepie,”

Lisieclr omiestad s1g@ cou,gc. e jeqo posada wisl
na wtostu. Uttomt sie, cod mrulngl, a wtedy Wo-
bulsty oblizyt s1g do Szlangbauma 1 usciskawsty go
powiedsiat:

- tochany Henryhu, nie biers do serca drobnych
proyeintbw, bo my tu sobie po toleredslu coasem
docinamy. Odwiadczam ci1 talfe. Ze j;efelil opudcisc
tiedy ten sllep, to chyba racem -e mng.

Stanowi sl o Sclangbauma wyjasnito si1e od racug doid
mnie predze; cod powiedza, (ba' nawet zwymysla;a)
niz  emu. Ale czy znalazt lto sposdh przeciwlo
pbtstdw! om, minom 1 spoyrzeniom .. A to  wscystlo

ey

o
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truye biledala, ttory m1 nieraz mowi wzdychasgc:

- Ach. gdybym sie mie bat. e mi1 doiec: :iyd:1e;@.
sedne; chwili ucielibym stad na Nalewbi..

- Bo dlac-ego. panie Henrylu - spytatem go — raz
18, do licha, nie ochrzcisz™..

- Zrobitbym to przed laty. ale mie dzis.. Dzid
rrozumiatem, e jalo Zyd jestem tyllo nienawistny
tdla chrzedcizan., a jato meches bylbym wstretny 1
dla chrzesci;an 1 dla Zyddw. Trzebs prozecie = timsd
ryt. Zrescta - dodal cisce; - mam piecioro doieca
1 bogatego o,ca. po btdrym bede driedricovd..
Frecr crelawa. Ociec Sclangbauma s;est lichwia—
rrem, a syn. azeby od niego grossta nie w21%ﬁ. bie—
duye po shlepach ;ako subiekt.

Mierar w cotery oczy razmawiam o nim = Lisiechim.
- Za co - pytam — prredladujecie go” Wscalze on
prowads1  dom na spasdbh chrzedeoi,ansli. a2 nawet
tzieciom uwzogdoa choinkg..

- Bo on uwwaza — mdwi Lisiecl: - zZe lorocystnieg
iadac macg = }ietbasa, niz sama,.

- Byl na Syberii, narazal sie..

- Dla gesteftu.. Dla geszeftu nacywal si1ge te:

Szlangowstim, & teraz znowu Sclangbaumem, |iedy
iego stary ma astme.
- tpirligcie — mowig ~ fe strol sie w cudze pidria,

wigo wrocit do dawnego nazwisha.

-~ Za ltdre dostanie sto tysiecy rubl: po oscu -
odpart Lisiecl 1.

Teraz 1 ;& woruscylem ramionami 1 umili rem, Zle
nazywae si1g Szrlangbaumem, *le Sclangowstim; dle
byt Zydem, 2le mechesem.. Noc rapada. noc., podooas
tdre, wszystlo jest srare 1 podesrzene' (27

/'"Thus, though Szlangbaum 18 a decent cirtizen in
the Ffullest sense, no one lites him since he has
the misfortune to be a Hebrew... In general, I
have noticed over the last year or two that the
dislile of the Hebrews 1s i1ncreasing: even people
who, a few years ago, called them Poles of Mosailc
persuasion now call them Jews. And those who re-—
cently admired their hard worl, their persistence
and their talents, today only see their exploiting
and deceat.

Whern I hear such things., I sometimes thind
that & spiritual twilight 1s falling on mantind,
lile night. By day all 1s nice. cheerful and good:
at night, all i1s darl and dangerous. I thinl this
but T say nothing: for what does the opinion of an
nld clert matter against the voices of well-inowr
souwrnalists who can prove that Jews use Christian
hlood on their matzos, and should have their
rights restricted. (..}

This state of affairs affects Szlangbaum 1n a
particular manner. Only a vear ago, he called him-



self Szlangowski, he celebrated Easter and Christ-
mas, and I am sure that the most pious Catholic
did not =at as much sausage-meat as he. I remember
he was once asked in a cafe: "Don't you care for
ice~cream, Mr. Szlangowski?

He replied: "I prefer sausages, but without
garlic. I can"t abide garlic."

He came back from Siberia with BStas and
Drr.8zuman, and at once found work in a Christian
shop, though Jews offered him better pay. From
that time on he always worked for Christians. He
was sacked this year. Early in May he came to ask
a favor of Stas /Wokulski/.

"Stas," he said humbly, "I will drown myself
in Nalewki /the Jewish district of Warsaw/ unless
yvouw help me."

"Why didn "t you come to me before?' SHtas
asked,

"I did not dare. I was afraid they might say
of me that the Jew will creep in anvywhere. And I
would mnot have come today but for my children".
Stas shrugged and at once took Szlangbaum on  at
fifteen hundred roubles a vear.

The new clerk set to work at once. Half-an-
~hour later Lisiecki muttered to Klein: "What in
the world stinks so of garlic, Mr.Elein?" Fifteen
minutes later, I forget why, he added: "How these
swinish Jews creep into the Cracow Boulevard! Why
don"t they stay in Nalewki and Swietojerska ?"

Szlangbaum was silent, though his red evelids

gquivered. Fortunately Wokulski overheard both
taunts. He rose from his desk and said in a tone
which, I must say, I don™t like:
"Miree Mr.lisiecki! Mr.Henrvyk Szlangbaum was my
rolleague at a time when things were going very
badly. Why not let him be my colleague today, when
things are somewhat better?" lLisiecki was embar-
rassed, realizing that his job was on the line. He
bowed and muttered something, then Wokulski went
over to Szlangbaum and embraced himi; "My dear Hen-
ryk, do not take these little things too much to
heart, for we here appreciate each other as col-
leagues. I can assure you that if vou ever guit
this store it will be with me."

Szlangbaum®™s position improved at once. Today
the others would sooner taunt (even insult) me
than him. But has anyone found a way to defend
oneself against insinuations, looks and glances?..
All this is poisoning the poor fellow' s existence,
s he sometimes tells me with a sighs "If 1
weren®t afraid my children would become Jewish 1I°d
go and settle in Nalewki once and for all."

"Then why. Henrvyk," 1 asked him, "don*t vou
get christened and get it over with™"

"I1°d have done so years ago but not now. Today
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I tnow that as a Jew I am despised by Christians,
but as a convert 1°d be despised by Christians and
Jews alile. After all, I must live somewhere. Any-—
way", he added, more quietly., "I have five child-
ren and a rich father, whose heir I am.."

This 15 strange. Sclangbaum s father 12 a usu-
rer. but his son stays poor and worls as a clerl
w0 as not to tale a penny-piece from him.

Sometimes I tall framtily about him with Li-
s1ech s "Why do you persecute him™" I asl. "He
conducts his house i1n a Christian manner and even
hag a Christmas tree for his children.”

"Because he thinls", said Lisiecli, "that 11t
15 more profitable to eat matzo with sausage than
by 1tself.”

"He was i1n biberia. He enposed himself to dan-
ger..."

"Yes, but for profit.. And 1t was for profit
that he called himself firzst Szlangowsti and now
8zl angbaum. because his old man has asthma."

"You mocled him for dressing up 1n  peacoct
feathers., so he went bact to using his old name.”

"For which he’ll get a hundred thousand roub-
les when his father dies," Lisiecl1 replied.

It was my turn to shrug and fall silent. [t 13
wrong to call haimself Szlangbaum, but Szlangowsta
was just as bad: wrong to be a Jew, wrong to be a
convert.. Night 158 +alling: a night 1 which
everything lools gray and dubious"../

The shift 1n Szlangbaum™s orientation in the post-in-
surrectionary years 1s one of the most interesting observa-
tiaons made by Prus in the teut quoted above. In 1879 +this
veteran of the 18637 uprising, a man who struggled for yvears
and at great cost to leep his children away from anything
Jewish, guestions his loyalties. He stops "dressing up 1n
peacoct feathers" and goes bacl to his old last name. He was
ready to consider conversion in the 1860s, bubt now finds 1t
out of the guestion. He 1s not Lalla s only Jew to re-eia—
mineg his earlier cultural choices. Even the throughly Folo-
nized Dr.Szuman faces similar dilemmas. Despite his total

=2) B.Prus, Lalla, 1., Warscawa 1972, p.201-2
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alienation from the Jewish tradition Szuman = constantly
changing use of "we" and "they" 1n reference to Foles and
Jews reveals an i1dentity problem. He gradually recognirzes
the i1nadequacy of the optimistic i1mage of the future on
which he based the concept of his integration inta Folish
society. These dilemmas of Lalla s Jewish figqures were by no
means  1Maginary. The rise of modern anti-Semitism had an
impact on assimilation. & process which appeared to progress
smoothly among the Warsew Jewish bourgeoisie 1n Henryl
Szlangbaum™s vyouth. In post—1864 Foland the Jews continued
to modernize. Their assimilation i1nto Folishness, however,

suffered a serious sethaclt (24).

But the veteran s story narrated by Frus does not end
there. The year 1879 definitely ends the "Folish" episode in
Henryt S-langbaum™s life. Radically modifying his former
"philosophy" of assimilation. he now opts for Jewish culture
in 1ts modern, secular form. With his father’s capital he
buys Wolulstli's store and reveals his new adentity: he 1s
now a tough, resentful Jewish businessman determined to male
a profit at any cost and by any means. The guality of both
merchandise and human relations 1n the store deteriorates.
The new owner 18 certainly not prepared to treat the Folish
surroundings with any particular tindness. Ironically, his
former ally and defender. the old clerl. 1s among the first
victims of Szlangbaum™s new style of management. As Lalla’s
pasitive Folish characters fall away., Szlangbaum ™z standards

~— along with those of some Polish thugs —— seem to indicate
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the direction of imminent social trends. In the closing
scene of the novel. 1mn which he comments on the recent death

of the old clert, Dr.8ruman asls:

Straszna roec:' - odezwal sig doltor. — C1 ging.
wy wyjesdoacie.. Ftd® tu w loticu zostanie”™
- My' - odpowiedriel: jednogiodnie Marus-ewicz 1

Szlangbaum. (25

/A terrible thing - said the doctor - men such as
he perish, you ars leaving. Who will be left here
at the end™

- We will! - replied Marus-ewics /& Folish crool/
and Szlangbaum simultaneously.

We must not forget that in the baclground. there are also
the Lisiectis and tleyjns and other anti-Semites. Fired by
Szlangbaum, they await their tuwrn to settle accounts. Put in
the general frameworl of a pessimistic vision of Folish so-
ciety The_ Dopll s last scene predicts. among other things.

more "trouble with thes Jews" 1n the vears to come.

—-4) There 15 a striting similarity between Szlangbaum™s as—
sewzsment of trends i1n Folish-Jdewish relations and the views
spressed by such non—fictional figures as A.l raushar, one
of the most prominent Jewish supporters of the 1867 move-
ment . In a letter to J.Il.trasrewst1 traushar bitterly cont-
rasts the social climate of the Warsaw demonstrations with
that of the late 1880s, the years when FPrus wrote Lgalla.
Those Jews who consider themselves Foles, traushar complains
in the letter, face the "truly unbearable pain" of being
"barely tolerated 1Ff not rejected by those who now lead the
orchestra of racial hatered". Uommenting on an intensly pat-—
riotic poem wribtben by his 11 year-old son. Fraushar echoes

Szlangbaum™s concern for the future of his children. "What
future awailts my poor boy™ He was born a Fole, the Musco-
vites want him to become a Muscovite, Jelefdst: (1.e.. the

editor of the anti1-Semitic Rela) demies him the right to be
a Fole while he does not wish to become a German and cannot
be a Jew any longer”. "Alel sander traushar w sprawie memo-
riatu tomitetw Giretdowego w Warscawie = rolu 1886", 1n Biu-—
letyn ZIH, 109 (1979, p.7S

25) B.Prus. Lalla. TI, Warsrawa 1972, p.48%5
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Echoes of the social process which led to the shift 1n Hen-
ryt Szlangbaum’s loyalties can be heard i1n other worts of
this period. For example, a young Balician Jew thrown out of
a dance i1n Balucli's Miodzi 1 starcy (1885) bitterly recalls
empty promises of egquality and brotherhood made to Jews a
few vyears earlier. The youth s highly emotional response to
his rejection by the Foles foreshadows the approaching con-

frontation between the nascent Jewish nationalism and the

increasingly nationalistic mood of the Foles.

Asnyl s play 2Zyd (The Jew. 1874) provides one of the
clearest vamples of this. A& Jewish veteran' s hopes for i1n-—-
tegration i1nto FPolish society are frustated. His disappoint-
ments, howsver, are overshadowed by Asnyl s discussion of
the shift in the Folish perception of the Jew, a shift due
to the Polish "unmasling" of the Jew s "real nature'". The
play. a worti of at best modest literary guality. challenges
the Fositivist concept of Jewish assimilation. It emphasises
the ease with which the thin veneer of Folishness falls away
from 1ts Jewish hero whose combatant past —-— though only
briefly mentioned in the first scene -— represents one of
the most important "proofs" of his Folonication. The play s
attempt to prove the basic 1nassimilability of the Jew logi-

cally seels to invalidate his record of Folish patriotism.

At first sight Jalub Weinberg = credentials look 1m—
pressive: he 1s introduced o5 a Polish— educated converl to

Christiamity and a successful industrialaist. Neot only did he
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fight 1n the January uprising but his outstanding couwrage
saved Folish lives on the battlefield. Folish "debts of gra-
ti1tude" toward Weinberg go even further: his financial as-—
sistance has saved several characters from banlruptcy. Wein-—
berg's contributions are fully recognized by the Foles. who
respect him as a decent fellow citizen and well-mannered
gentleman, a man whose solid roots 1n Folish culture are

inttially talen for granted.

But as soon as these assumptions are outlined 1n the
play s fi1rst scene fAsnyl dizmisses them one by one as mis—
perceptions on the Folish side. The play s second scene al-
ready questions Weinberg's alleged military bravery. The
grotesque terror with which he describes the shot fired at
someone else 1n a duel 1= reminiscent of the cawardly Jew, a
typical Ffigure of Folish follloric plays. His sense of ho-
nor, which the Foles naively believe to be genuwine., 1s ridi-
culed by his refusal to fight a duel {(which he explains by
his 1neJperience 1n using firearms) as well as by the sneal y
way in which he shoots his challenger i1n the bacl. The Jew's
generosity 1n financial matters 1s unmasled as a long-term
strategy., & sophisticated networl of i1ntrigues aimed at
holding 1n chect and blacimailing his Polish friends. Some
e#lements 1n  this plot go bacl to the Jew 8 school vears,
implying & continuirty 1n Weinberg s basic attitude toward
Foles. This continuity. Asnyl seems to suggest. has remsilned

unaffected by the euperiences of the uprising.
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Weinberg s behavior 1s motivated by a desire to tale
revenge for the humiliations i1nherent i1n the status of the
Jew, which 1n his caze 1nclude frustrated love for a Folish
WOman.

Mogibym go teraz costawicd wlasnemu 10S0WL. .. ale
nie! Fismo mowi: olo za olo, zab za zagb. (26&)

/Now I could have left him to his fate.. but no!
The Scripturez say: an eve far an eya, a tooth for

a tooth/
- eunclaims Weinberg, referring to his Folish raival. This
lapsus__linguae. which re—-establishes the missing linl be—

n

tween the Jew' s conduckt and the concept of "Talmudic ven-
geance"”, additionally compromises the dubious nature of
Weinberg's "fresh Christiranity”. The character s sudden re-—
lapse i1nto the wicled ethos of Judaism 1s by no means excep-—
tional: the superficially assimilated Jews in W.Frovborow-
shi"s Hinda (18468%9) and E.Lubowsli s Zgg (1868) are among
many literary characters who suffer from similar culitural

atavisms.

It 18 true that the Foles portrayed in Asnyl s play are
not without blame. Careless 1n financial matters, they cyni-
cally mamipulate and explort Weinbergs: but —— i1n their own
and Asnyl s perception -- they male up for this, simply., by
gocializing with him. Moreover. becoming more aware of their

own shortcomings (which 1nclude minor “"errors"' 1n  theur

Z&)  A.@snyl, Zyd in El..y. Frema. V. Lomedie
Warszawa 1898, pp.1l12

1_dramaty. II.
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dealings with the Jew) the Foles manifest a genuine desire
for self-improvement. Weinberg 1= the only character in the
play whose moral standards steadily degenerate. The fatalism
of his unassimilable Jewlsh nature leads him to | idnapping.
to murder and ulbimately to self-desbruction. At the end of
the play accounts are settled: i1n the final analysis Folish
"errors" -—- though deploreble -— stand 1n no proportion to
Weinberg s 'crimes". As the Foles decide to reduce their
dependence on Jewigh assistance 1n managing financial mak-—
ters, they appear to have no further "debts of agratitude”

toward the former Jewish veteran of the January uprising.
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IV. "WHAT HAS GONE WRONG WITH THE WORLD™"

Disillusionment with the Jews manifested 1tself 1n
other forms as well. The contrast between the 11dealistic,
old-fashioned Jews on the one hand and the new. aggressive
and emancipated variety on the other, gradually assumed the
form of a deepening generational gap. Moreover. with the
passage of time complaints about the continuous deteriora-
tion of the Jewish world became a common literary stereo-—
type. In this context the myth of 1847 occasionally serves
as a reference point for the evaluation of the succeeding

generations of Jews.

Thus, 1n the poem entitled "My 1 oni" (We and they)
J.lt asprawicz pays tribute to the "Elearars and Maccabees" of
Foland®e struggle for independence, the herocic Jews whom the
Folish nation remembers with admiration and gratitude. How-
ever, despite the FPoles readiness to enter new "sincere
alliances” with the Jews, the i1dea of Folish-Jewish brother-
hood 15 "the song of the past lying i1in ruins". The economic
expansionism  and gresd for political power of the new-style
FFoligh Jews mocl the noble ideals of "Eleacars and Macca-
bees" (27). The contrast between the ethos of the latter, on

the one hand, and their degenerate descendence on the other,
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1s emphasized even more dramatically in '"Lejbele", a poem
written 1n 1888B. The secular and traditional Jews alile re-—
sect the peculiar brand of patriotic Judaism based on  the
Maccabee tradition which 1s propagated by t asprowicz = hero.
Misunderstood by the Jews, lLejbele, the last defender of the

old i1deals., dies 1n abandonment and misery (28).

In the stary entitled Froim. .Junoscza-5zantawshl
portrays an old tavern—leeper who saved Folish lives 1n
1867. Junosza s characker appears as the last survivor of
the vamishing race of "good" Jews. The mot:f of old wine -—-
wine dating bacl to the Napoleonic wars and still sold at
1te original price —— emphasices the noble but sadly ana-
chronistic features of Junosca's Froam. Junosca, a writer
who specialiced 1n convincing portravale of declining Jewish
society., puts in the mouth of Froim., the last righteous Jew
(22), criticisms of his contemporary coreligionists. In the
story’s closing scene the old tavern-leeper says to  young

Foligh visitorss

Spilesrcie S1e wligc, panowie: niediugo powiecie Te
talich ludz: 2al nieboszcovyl pan EBrzaorowst
/srxlachcic  wratowany prozez Froima w 1867/ nie ma,
1 taliego wina co Francuzdw pamieta, ter nie ma..
27y J.tasprowicz, "My 1 oni", in Dzieta_wybrane., JT. traldw
19258, pp. 5153-329: My interpretation of this poem —- as well
as the way 1n which I place 1t 1n a broader literary context
- differ from the i1nterpretation offered by E.Mendelsohn 1n
"From Assimilation to Zionism in Lwow: The Case of Alfred
Nossig"., 1n Slavonic and East Euwopean Review 49 (1971)., pp.
524-825
28y J.tasprowic:o, "Lesbele™, 1n Fisma_csebrane 1. raldw
19727, pp. S15-519
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1 Ze starego Froima nie ma...

- 2y; pan eszcre sto lat - rzeliem wsiadazgc na
whoel .

- Dmigluye ra dobre stowo — odrzelt - ale co ;a
bym tu robit™

- Jal to”

-

= Z lim miatbym zyd¢., liedy powiem panu, e jul =
dawnych crasdw nic mnie ma, nawet... 1 wstyd 1
smutno talie stowo powiedoied.. drig nawet Zyddow.
Jal s1g nalecy, talze sur nie ma.. (20}

Hurry  then. gentlemen; socon you will szay that
there are no more people lile the late Mr.Brrooow-
sl1 (the nobleman whom Froim saved in 1867) and no
more wine that remembers French times.. and that
old Froim 15 no longer around..

- You must live for another one hundred years. I
said. mounting the carriage.

- 1 thant you for the good wish — he answered -
but what would I do here”

- What do vou mean”™

-  With whom should I live™ The good old times are
over, I tell you.. More tham that.. It £ sad and I
am ashamed to say this., but even today s Jews are
no longer as they should be./

Similarly, a Jewish antigue dealer., the last custodian
of "the blood-stained swords of ouwr grandfathers” in &.0pp-
man"s poem "Berel Jawor", deplores the young people’s )act
of respect for the nati1onal past. Mourning his son, who fell
1n the uprising., the old Jew revives in his heart the fading
memories of Polish-Jewish brotherhood. The Jewish tradition
of 1867, however, means nothing to the materialistic new

generation, as 1L means nothing to the rest of his social

itee v soae4 Redan o Srvas toams At At PRORE B B0 e e SRt Se008 R hava Smees meere S SSAAS LeSat Moeod Shees SeRFR Shaan eos o i Smtet Leite Shatn Geted Foo0d et s home

292 Similar pathetic figures of the "last good Jew" can be
found 1n F.Junosza-Szaniaws!i’s Syzyf. A.Grustecli’s Dla
mirliona., F.HBHrodowsli's Stracone ligscie etc. Typically. they
call on the young generation of Jews to exercise "restraint”
and they voice concern for the lacl of old-fashioned "fair-
ness” 1n their relations with non-Jews.

0y Fodunosza. Froxm (1888) 1n J.tulczyol a—-Saloni. H.Mar-—
biewicz, Z.Zabiclh:i (eds.) Literatura polste w olresie _rea-
lizmy 1 nmatwaligmu. II. Warstawa 1966, p.776
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environment, Foles and Jews alile. "Something wrong happened
to the world, dont you thint, sir™" Berel Jawor asls his
imaginary Folish interlocutor om a lonely Friday evening

(21,

Orreszl owa. Frus, Swietochows)i, Junos-a-S-anlawsti and
a number of other witers repeatedly returned to this ques-—

tion. trying to define the nature of the "wrong that hap-

pened Lo the world". Their views became 1ncreasingly pola-
rized., corystallizing around two opposing concepts of Folish
society: the society guided by the over-idealised “"open®

patriotism of the 18460s on the one hand., and the erclusi-
vigt, senophobic concept of Polishness of the end of the

century on the other.

tlging the Jewish i1ssue to re-write the history of Fo-
land. partisans of the latter approach tended to deny. pass
over in silence or minimize the Jewish contribution in 1867,
Or the other hand some authors went so far as to present the
Januwary uprising as the result of a conspiracy aimed at pro-
moting Jewish 1nterests (Z2). The last two decades of the
19th  century and the early 20th century witnessed a massive
proliferation of non-fictional literature dealing with Fo-

ligh~Jdewish relations. From our point of view 1t 18 i1mpor-

) A.Oppman, "Berel Jawor" in J.Tuwim (2d.) lsiega wierssy
przarzy _polslich 19 wielu. Warszawa 1934, p. 487

o2 See 1ntroduction to A.Eisenbach, D.Fainhauz, A&.Wein,
(eds.), Zydzi_a powstanie styconiowe. Materiaiy 1 dob unenty.

Warsrawa 1967 p.8
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tant to note the prominent place occupied by literary per-—
ceptions 1n these re—interpretations of Foland s past. The
attention devoted to fictional characters i1n the abundant
literature on the "Jewish guestion” 1s hardly a coincidence.
The myth of Folish-Jewish symbiosis 1n 1ts many literary
variations. the myth on which this discussion 1s 1nvariably
centered, reveals 1ts continuing importance as a factor op-
posing the Judeo-centric and Manichean vision of Foland's
history disseminated by the nationalists. In a country where
literature tended to be a substitute for national i1nstitu-
ti1ons, literary symbols revealed their hidden polaitical po-

tential.

References to fictional Jewish characters abound 1n
these non—fictional writings. Characteristically, 1n Dzieae
sprawy _cydowslie, w Folocg (History of the Jewish question
in Foland, 1212, a worl that blames the Jews for the down-
tall of Foland in the 18th century (33), A.Marylsti finds 1t
impartant to present Micliewic: s Jankiel and Ancove s Ab-
raham., the pro-Folish spy 1n togciusctlo pod Raclawicami. as
Folish misperceptrons of Jewish society (34).  S.Laudyn-—
~Chrzanowslta cites as evidence of Foland's outstanding re-—
cord as a host country for the Jewe three factors: Mictie-
wicz s Janhkiel, Jewish characters in Fositivist fiction, and
FPolish support for the i1dea of Jewish equality i1n the 18&0s
(%), In T.Jesle-Choifdsli’s Historia Zvdbw w Folsce (History

of Jews 1n Foland, 1220), lengthy quotations from J.Il.}ra-—

srewsti1’s Zyd provide the only "proof" of the anti-Folish
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orientation of Jews 1n 1867, AfLer i1ntroductory remarts that
emphasite trasrewsli’s first-hand Lnowledge of Jewish mat-—
ters, Jeste~-Choiftsty limits his discussion of Jewish loval-
ti1es to quoting Zzg‘s Jewish villains who use the uprising
to plan large-scale business operations and plot their fu-
ture taleover of Foland (Z6). Other i1nterpretations exagge-—
rate the extent of Jewish support in order to suggest a Jew-

1sh conspiracy behind the uprising. In Zmierzch_Izraela. for

instance, even "Laude"’s death turns ocut to be a "provoca-
tion" staged by Jews and Christians of Franltist descent
(373

The main focus of this debate, and the symbolic lan-
guage 1n which 1t was conducted, are well i1llustrated by a

dialogue 1in W.S1erosrewst1 s Zacisce (The guiet spot. 1917),

a novel largely devoted to a retrospective settling of ac-—
counts with the 18&67 tradition. One of the partners in the

dialogue, a former insurgent and emigrant, still feels at-
T3 On Marylsli's bool as an example of the use of the "Jew-
15h gquestion" to re-write Folish history., see R.Mahler. "An-
tisemitism 1n Foland" 1n t.5.Finson (ed.) Essavs_on__Anti-
~Semitism. New Yorl 1946. pp. 176-178

T4)  A.Marylsbi. Dmiese sprawy Sydowslie, w Folsce. Warszawa
1912, p.156;:

e e 40004 st ot smre maen e raen S e A MOt 4aMi4 YT ) SRS ooy S e AR SAMd b Al SMAt4 0000 M e et UBS  ret Seemt e e S o S

75)  S.Laudyn-Chrzanowsha., Sprawa__dwiatowa, _Zydzi_ Folsta
Ludzl odcd, Foonan 1927. pp. 21,
wh)  T.desle-Choinsli. Historia _ZIvddw w__Folsce. Warssawa

1919, pp. 201-202:; a negative evaluation of Jewish lovalties
can also be found 1n J.bruszyhsti., Zydoi 1 lwestia Zvdowsha.
Wiociawet 1920, pp. 59-60;

Z7) H.Rolaichk: Zmierzech Iz la. Warscawa 1927, pp. 728771,
For the conspiracy theory lesa JuGiertych., Tragizm_losdw
Folsti. Felplin 1977, p.2%92.

ragLa
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tached to the romantic perception of the Jew as i1ntegral to
Folish society. The second. a man who represents narrow-
~minded Folish nationalism, disagrees. Typically, the unhap-
piness of the latter with what he perceives as Jewish supre-
macy 1n Poland expresses i1tself i1n the form of a ;oint at-
tacl on Micliewics s figure of Janliel (a symbol of Jewish
participation in Folish life) and the Positivist 1deals of

"tolerance and humanism®.

- Lawsoe Iyd est crastly nasctego lraju..

~  Byio.. byto.. cymbalistdw wielu ale mitt mie
amiat sagrad.. proy Janbielu.. /cytat o Fana__Ta-—
deusza/ - wtrgcit Izyda - najwainie;sce roecoy
FOIWLgIu,e S1€ W nas w ten sposob. Ustegpstwa,
zgoda. cirerpliwogd, humanizm, tolerancia.. Ale
dolgd my sie podrie emy, my, Folacy™ pytam. (78)

/8t111, the Jew 15 a part of ouw country. —-"There
were many cymbalists but none of them dared Lo
play 1n Janliel’ s presence" /quotation from Mic-

-

liewico s poem Pan Tadewsz./ This 1s exactly the
way 1n which we solve the most important problems:
concessions, reconciliation, justice, humaniem and
tolerance.. But where are we going to end up, we
Foles., I asl you™/

The "politicization" of these literary themes 13 even
more advanced in A.Grustecli’s Freebudsenie (The Awalening.
1214), a novel written 1n response to the 1212 Duma slection
and calling for & further consolidation of the anti~-Semitaic
movement. Oruszect:i’s attacls on the FPositivist tradition
frequently allude to the "Folish-Jewish alliance". '"brothers

of the Mosaic persuas:ion’” and other popular slogans of the

1860s. Among the features shared by Zacisce and

w8) W.Si1eroszewsli1., Zacisce (1212), tralodw 1962, p.148
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is the fusion of three major "Jewish" motifs of Polish lite-
rature -— Mickiewicz s Jankiel, the 1863 legend, and Jewish
motifs of the Fositivist tradition —— into one symbol with a
clear political connotation. As the assimilation issue gra-—
dually subsides in importance (making it possible to merge
the conservative Jankiel with the "ideally assimilated" Fo-
lish patriote of the 1B60s), the main emphasis shifts to the
image of the Jew as "a part of ocw country" as opposed to
the rootless and incurably alien "krajowy cudroziemiec" {(the

domestic foreigner).

FPolska Warszawa, kolysana od pdt wieku narkotyzu-—
jaca piosenka o asymilac;ji Zydowskiej;, wpatrzona w
bhezkrwisty ideat zgody polsko-zydowskiei, do os—
tatniej chwili dnita idylle o braciach mojZeszowe-
go wyznania. Dopiero ten wybor uderzyt jak grom.

/FPolish Warsaw, rocked to sleep for half a century
by the anaesthetizing assimilationist lullaby,
fascinated by the anaemic ideal of Folish~Jewish
alliance, to the very last moment dreamed a happy
dream about brothers of the Mosaic presuasion. And
then this election struck like lightning./

Stodka nadzieja butnych Zyddw (..) fe ten dziki i
barbarzyfiski bojkot krzywdzacy lud wybrany wkrbtce
sig skohczy, nadzieja ta zawiodla. Whwezas synowie
Izraela, a mianowicie ci, ktdrzy znali literature
polska, postanowili zagrad na uczuciu i gtosili
atodno 1 szeroko o tradycyinym humanitaryzmie
Folski, wskazywali na fydowskie powiedci Orzeszko-
weij, 1 na rozgtosng nowele A.Qwietochowshiego
/Chawa _Rubin/, cytujac jego stowa: "Biedna Chawo!
ja ci to, Zed w moim kraju pracowad i jego chlebem
drieci swoje karmid chciata, przebaczam."

/The sweet hopes of the arrogant Jews that this
zavage and barbaric boycott, directed against the
chosen people, would soon end — these hopes did
not materialire. Then the sons of Israel. and spe-—
cifically those who knew Felish literature, decid-
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ed to play on people £ feelings. They talled loud-
ly and widely of Foland' s humanitarian tradition.
They pointed to Orzeszliowa’™s Jewish novels and ko
the famous short story by A.Swietochowsti /Chawa
Rubimn/. quoting his words: ~ "Foor Chawa' I for-—
give vyou for wanting to worl on my country s soil
and to feed youwr children i1ts bread"./

Tal . Chawo., mogitag larmid swo,e doiect chlebem
mego lrasu., ale Ze w moim brasu choes: byd wrad-—
czynig: e osmielas: sig FPolsce raproecr-ad pols-—
logci. Ze na lazdym lrolu uragass prawom gospoda—
rca polsliego na polslie; ziemis; e nie chosss,
aby stolica Folshy wybrata po polstlu couzacego
posta; e posytas:z do Dumy. na uragowisto patrio-
Lyzmu polsliego. socyalistes Ze roucast nam zuch-
wate wyzwania: "nie wy lect j;a roadoe tym brajem”
- my tego. Chawo. przebacoyd ©1 nie mofemy' Nie
przebacrono' Boslot wirastat - Fafdym drniem, =
badda, godzing. Jak pod dotlnigciem roddoli coaro-
driesslie; wyrastaly stlepy polsbtie. Z gitebr tuf-
raw. = tajnych strytel wyciggal: biedacy -acszcog-
drone na crarng godzing pireniadoe 1 tworoyli spoi-
1. byle tyllo odiydzad Folsle 1 nadad miastom nie
wyglad lecz 1 charal ter polshti. (79

/Yes, Chawa, vyou had the chance to feed vour
children the bread of my countrys; but becauso you
want to be this country’™s queen. because you dare
to deny Foland's right to remain Folish, because
you leep defying the rights of the Folish host on
Folish =011, because you do not want to allow bthe
capital of Foland to elect a genuinely Folish rep-
resentative; because you send to the Duma. 1n de-
france of Folish patriotizsm, a socielist: because
yvou defy us by saying "not you but I am the ruler
of this country" —-—— for a&ll this we cannot forgive
vou, Chawa'! There was no forgiveness' The boycobkt
grew with each passing day. with each passing
hour. As 1+ touched with & magic wand, Folish-
owned stores appeared. From the secret hiding pla-
ces, ftrom the bottoms of their chests, poor people
ool out their savings. tept for a rainy day. and
formed cooperatives. /They acted out of a desire/
to de- udaize Foland and to restore not only the
Falish outlool but the Folish character of the
cities./

pp. 410, 47
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J.Raudouin de Courtenay. W_sprawie _oydowslie, DOdezyt

wygltossony w Warscawie, 7 lutego 1917, Warscawa 1217
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The i1ntensity of Gruszecli’s above-quoted attacls on 2
literary concept of Folish-Jewish relations reveals the
impartance of these literary weapons for both partiss i1n the
conflict. Referring to the same i1mages those opposed to po-
litical anti-Semitism stressed the Jew s status as "a parh
of our country" and the damage dore to Folish—-Jewish rela-
tions by the growing power of Folish nationalism. For 1ns-

tance., M.Vonopnicla's story HMendel _Gdatsti provided J.

Baudowin de Courtenay with a frameworl for his frontal ak-
tacl on the anti-8emitic policies of the Mational Democrats
after 1912, His lecture "W lwestii cydowstiej" (On the Jew-
ish guestion, 1917)., was 1n fact an extra-literary commenta-—
ry on the literary situations depicted in tonopnicla & shory
(403, In 1906, alarmed by the political gains of the Natioc—
nal Democratic Farty, B.Frus, himself no great friend of the
Jews by this time. felt obliged to recall the Folish- Jewish

solidarity of the uprigsing years:

/In 1862/ Btary Zalon nie powstroymat i1ch /Zyddw/
od udmiatu w uroczystoscy "narodowe;", bo ci, Ftd-
rey  whwczas reprezentowall nardd polsbi, nie byl
podobni  do droisieyscych demolratdw. (..) Oni rep-
recentowal: wolnosd dla wssystlich, nie cad hasto
"my tu jestegmy gospodarzami”.. (..) T w tym sest
tragicznogd potroienia. e my. ttdrzy mamy s-anse
borzystad o wolnodci, sestedmy miisi, dufo nids:
od nascych poprzednilow  btorzy za nmig tylio..
umieral:r lub s:li1 na Syberig! Mity BozZe, gdoie
myamy s1g nie spotylali & Zydami w 1867. I w sa-
lach obrad., 1 w lolalach spistowych, 1 w |lodcio-
tach 1 w wigzieniach 1 na placach potycoel na
etapach, 1 pod szubienicami. [ dopiero trzeba byto
pojawlienia <1g "prawdziwych demolratdw"., Zeby ;uz
dawnie; nadpsute stosunbi cabagnity si1g po soye.
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(41)

//71In 1862/ The 0Old Covenant did not prevent them
/the Jews/ from attending the "national" ceremony
because those who then represented the Folish na—
Lion  were quite different from today s democrats.
They represented freedom for everybody and not the
slogan "we are the masters of the house". And pre-
cisely here lies the tragedy of the situation.
that we who bave the chance to regain liberty ars
lower. much lower. than our predecessors. who
simply paid for fresdom with their lives and went
1nto es1le 1n Siberia. Dear God., where didn t we
meet with the Jews 1n 1847. In the meeting halls
and 1n the conspiratorial meebting places. 1n  the
churches and 1n the prisons, on the battlefields,
on  the way to Siberia and under the gallows. PBut
we had to wairt for the emergence of the "real de-
mocrats” to see the previously damaged relations
hecome a total mess./

Acl nowledging the growing gap between the two communi-—
ties, former Fositivist writers continued to discuss the
experiences of the sarly 18&60s as the source of their ear-
lier perceptions —- or what some of them now thought to be
misperceptions —— of the Jewish world. Mot without some sad-—-
ness, Orzesclowa recalled the lasting impression which bhe
Folish-Jewish goodwill movement made on her during her visit
to Warsaw 1m0 1862, In her freqgquently guoted letter to

M.EBlumberg. she wrote 1n 1887:

Byty to piglne coasy dafenia do powstechne; ogody,
w ttdrych miodriutbie moje serce namigtny brato
wdmiat 1 ¢ Lthrych mofe prerwsze upadto w  rie
si1arno mitodel do wsoellich bex Wy agthu miess)anh-
chdw nasrego lrasu. (..) Wspaniate aspirac;s 1 dg-
Fenia chwili owe, porart smutel crasdw pddnie,-
szyech, utonety one w morow ciremnofgcl 3 Flest
weszellich, ttodre na nas wtedy spiynetlo 1 do te;

41 E.Prus. lromili {1905-190&4), XVWIII, Warscawa 1948, p.
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pory przybirera ciagle. Nic doiwnego, e = gardzie-
11 tego mrolu, = fal ciemnego morza wytaniazs sig
potwarze talie j;al ta Judenhet: warsrawsla." /t,.
rozruchy antyydowslie w 1881 r./ (470

/Those were the beautiful times of a qguest for
mutual understanding and unity in which my young
heart passionately participated: 1t waz perhaps
then Lhat the first seed of love for all 1nhaba -~
tants o0f our country, without esceptions, toot
root in my heart (..) The wonderful aspirations of
that time dissipated i1in the sadness of the later
timese. They disappeared 1n a sea of darlness which
descended wpon us and which continues to descend.
From this darlness., from these waves of the darl
zea, emerged a monstrosity such as  this last
dudenhetbs 1n Warsaw /1.e. the anti~Jewish riots of

Similarly, A.éw1qtochowsll never étopped referring to
the early 18&0s a2s the healthier period of Folish-Jewish
relations. He stressed the role of the 1867 tradition 1n
what he, 1n the 1930s, perceilved as his "misreading"” of Jew-
1sh aspirations.

P toby w te; 1deologii /t.,. pooviywistyoo—
nej; 11deologii asymilac,;i/ chciat widoied naiwny 1
solodliwy optymizm niech sobie uprzytomni, Ze wte-—
dy nie byfa anit sy onistdw, ant bundystdw, an:
migdzynarodowych 1ntrygantdw 1 szlodnildw  Zydow—
slich, ani dowoddw nieprzy,atni 1 =zdrady, byto
ratomiast wielu srcrerych patriotdw, byra ciemna,
Fulturalnie wyodrebniona ale nie wrogo usposcbiona
masa, byly wspomnienia e; Zastug w  powstaniu.
(47)

/Those who would be tempted to see in this i1declo-
gy /i.8., the assimilationist i1deology of Folish
Fositivism/ a naive and harmful optimism must rea-—
lire thab at that time there were no Zronists. no
Bundists, no i1nternational Jewish intriguers and
trouble—~mal ers, and no proof of hostility and be-
trayal. Instead, there were many sincere Folish
patriots and the unenlaightensd and culturally
42) E.Orr-esclowa s letter to Malwina Blumberg, 28.01.1887.
as guoted by J.Detlo. op.cait. pp. S0-52



L Rl ~%

Fage 225

distinct but not hostile Jewish masses, and there
were the memories of their support for the i1nswr-
rection. /

The numerous i1declogical contexts i1n which the Jewish legend
of 1867 appears 1n the later Folish literasture demonstrates,
in the final analysis, the depth of i1ts roots in the Folish
traditiron. Underlying the literary i1mages 1s also an aware-—
1ess  of the tuwning point which the sarly 18é60s represented
in Folish- Jewish relations. The 1867 legend 1s revived n
gituations which -—- for a variety of predominently political
reasons —— require efforts to bridge the gap separating khe
two communities (44). The cliche of Jewish attachment to the
memories of the 1860s reappears as an explanation of Jewish
attitudes 1n various literary and non-literary contesits
(45) . Occasionally we find Jewish figures who struggle,
mostly unsuccessfully, to revive the Folish memory of better
times 1n Folish-Jewish relations. Some of them se=l to reaf-—
firm their status as fellow citizens of the Foles, a status
which the latter appear to guestion with varying degrees of
euplicitness. Most often. however., the theme of “brother-
hood" 1n  the early 18608 surfaces as a vision of a golden

age tainted with the baitterness of unfulfilled eupectations.

Ma reb w sercu WiecInlie swiels rang
Jego Eli1 dp1 w dalelie; miemi,

Tam gdzie togc: latoliclie lesla,
Facem = logcm: lefa cydows| 1emi.

i
i
N
It

47 A.Sw1qtachaw5l1q e wspomnien in Wiadom
51-52 (1930) p.4.
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Zgast mdy; Eli jal gwieca zdmuchnieta
Tal g tadna smierc dat mu Jehowa
Fan dobrodsie; Ma oelsa pamigta®™
Fan dobrodzie; mie widriatr Jastrowa™

Dobre coasy! Wtedy 2yd byt bratem
Catliem jyasno poona pan — = cmentarca.
Cog si1g ctego zrobito oe swiatem

Fan dobrodoies tego nie uwasa™

I blasl driwny btwars wypiglsza omigtae
] = decx Zyda btapia iry ogromne.

"O;3. ta bylo dwieto., wiellie dwigbto
Ja do grobu tego nie capomng." (46)

/There 15 a never—healed wound 1n the rebe s heart/ His El:
rests 1n  foreign soi1l/ where Catholic bones rest/ side by
side with Jewish bones./ My Eli was extinguished lile the
light of a candle/ Jehova gave him a beautiful death/ do you
remember s1r., rabbi Maisels™/ Didn ™t yvou see Jastrow, sir™/
Weren't those the good old times, when the Jew was a bro-
ther™/ You will see this clearly i1n a cemetery./ Something
wrong happened to the world/ don't you thinl so, sur™/ And a
strange light 1lluminates his wrintled face/ And heavy tears
run  from the Jew' s eyes/ Oh, bthis was a holiday. a great
holiday/ which I will not forget to the end of my days/

44y For instance. M.J.Wielopolsla’ s trysll was intended to
be an appesl for national support for the Pilsudoli—-led
struggle for Foland s independence. Wielopolsla was closely
assoclated with Piisudzli’s legiony on the eve of the First
World War. J.ladziela, "Marie Jehanne Wielopolsta™, 1n F.Wy—
}a. A.Hutmlbiewicz., M.Fuchalsla (eds.i., Literatura _olresu
Miode, Folsii. III. tralow 1977, pp. 438-46&0. References to
the euphoria of the 18608 characteristically appear in Rin-—
gelblum's discussion of the need for Folish-Jewizh coopera-
tion 1n September 1929. E.Ringelblum, "Stosunl:i polsho-Zyd—
owstie w crasie drugie; wosny swiatowe,"., Biuletyn Z1lH., o8
(1958) p.14.

4%) For example, Corrsin quotes this cliche as being used by
Folish demographers toc explain the data of the 1882 census,
in which the majority of Warsaw Jews declared themselves to
he "Folish". Corrsin rightly finds this explanation gues—
ti1ionable ("the memory of the early 18403 had been at least
somewhat eclipsed by the passage of twenty vears and Lhe
pagram af Christmas 1881") 8.D.Corrsin, op.cit, pp. 82-83

44) A.0ppman, Op.cib, p.487
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CoNCLUSIONS

From +the point of view of Folish~Jewish relations in
Congress Foland the early 184085 represented a watershed.
These vyears of insurrectionary turmoil brought the two com-—
munities closer than ever before. The sudden improvement of
the social climate, due to what the Foles perceived as Jew—
ish support for their national cause and a trend toward Fo-
lonization of the Jews, coincided with the acguisition of
equal rights by the latter. Unlike the reforms of 1862,
which laid foundationz for the future pattern of Folish-Jdew-
ish encounters but hardly left any trace in Folish belles
lettres, the short-lived euphoria of the Folish-Jewish al-
liance againsht Russia inspired a rich literary output, both

irn and outside Congress Foland.

The treatment of the Jewish theme in the conteuxt of the
January uwprising dramatically illustrates the importance of
patriotism as a factor modifying the Folish perception of
the social hierarchy. The recognition of the Jewish contri-
hution to the national cause led to a significant break 1n
the literary tradition, which had been dominated by negative

portrayals of the Jew. In its earlier interpretations, the
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Jewilish theme appeared 1n the context of Foland's struggle
for independence and, on the whole, rarely transcended this
context. These earlier interpretations projected an i1mage of
the Jew as integral to —- and sharing common visions with ——
Folish society. and announced his inclusion in the Folish-
—-led aristocratic brotherhood of the oppressed. Although the
goodwill movement of the 1860s remained largely a "love sto-
ry" bhetween Folish liberals and a narrow stratum of Warsaw
Jewish assimilationists, 1t affected Folish perceptions of
the Jews as a whole. In fact 1t substantially delayed the
grawth of a modermnized bub essentially negative literary
image of the Jew which crystallized in the 1850s. Incorpora-
ted 1nto the broader tradition of the 1867 uprising, Lhe
myth of "Folish- Jewish brotherhood" —-- though mostly i1n the
form of a romantic fossil ——- zurvived later attemplts to un-
dermine 1ts prominence. The extensive folllorization of the
Jewish motif., at an sarly stage of 1ts development, helpsd
to consoclidate and defend 1ts status as one of the distinc-—

tive featuwres of the 1867 tradition.

The basic featuwres of the "Jewish" theme of the January
uprising tool shape during bthe patriotic demonstrations as
part of a broader messianic vision of Foland's destiny.
These 1deological roots., and bthe characteristic Warszaw con-
nection, are easily recognizable in most of the theme s va-
riations. While & limited stocl of romantic cliches con-
tinued to reappear throughout the period under study,. in

retrospect the Jewish role 1n the uprising becams the =sub-
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rect  of new, predominantly negative reinterpretations. This
lrend reflected Llhe deterioration of Folish~Jdewish relations
in the late 1%9th and the early 20bh centuries and was condi-—
tioned by & number of inter-related literary. idenlogical
and socio-political factors. Among them were the status of
realism as the prevairling literary approach to sociral reali-
ty. which stimul ated the internal evolution of the broader
18647 legend. This evolution was marted by a diminution of
the 1nfluence of the liberal tradition which shaped Polish
literary perceptions of the Jews 1n the 1860s. The risze and
fall of the assimiltionist i1declogy of Folish Fositivism, and
the =zubsequent emergence of modern Folish and Jewish natio-
nalisms, negatively affected the i1deological i1nterpretations
of this inswrectionary theme. Finally. the updated version
of Folish anti-Semitism and the corresponding programs  of
modern political movements in Foland turned the Jewish le-
gend of the January uprising i1nto a political argument which
was 1nstrumental 1n scoring points against and 1n favour of

the Jewish population.

On the whole., treatment of the Jewish theme supports

ey

LCrepulis” conclusion thak the mid-century Folish percep-
tions of social structwe lingered behind the actual social
change. The dramatic though short-lived change in the lite-
rary image of the Jew was achieved by the idealization of
Jewish patriotism rather than by alteration of basic percep-
tions of the Jew s place 1n Foland’ s socio-economic order.

Jewish patriocts, bobth thosze modelled on Micliewicz's Janliel
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and those perfectly de~-Judeized and cleansed of capitalist
influence, were depicted 1n terms of categories and values
characteristic of a traditional, pre-modern society. The
lreatment of these "i1deal Jews" revealed. along with the
fogginess of the underlying "image of the future", Lthe chaos
due  to the incompatibility of the zcales used 1n measuring
the Jew's social status and the ambivalent attitudes toward
the modernization of Jewizsh society. It 18 hardly swprising
that when new tensions 1n Folish-Jewish relations won  the
upper hand over the {fading memories of the past., pre-insur-—
rectionary trends 1n the literary portrayals of the Jews

resurfaced with increased vitalitvy.

However, social thinling received a mighty i1mpetus from
the political upheavals of the early 188&0s. The inswrectio-
rnary esperiences paved the way for the Fositivist program of
Jewish aszimilation. Butbt inherernt 1n this i1mpetus wazs also 2
substantial misresading of Jewish aspirations. The tendency

to treat the Warsaw assimilationists as a pars_pro__toto. a

representative  sample of trends within Jewish society, led
Folish writers to overestimate the strength of the Jewish
movement toward a Folish ethnic i1dentity. This "error" of
gudgement which. in retrospect, many former Fositivists
traced bacl ta the euphoria of the pre-insurrectionary
vears, encouwaged utopiran evypectations of the rapid and
painless dissolution of the Jews 1n Folish society. Mot sw-—-

prisingly. 1 these literary interpretations the theme of

Folish—Jewish cooperation in the January uprising gradually
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became an element of the "Jewish question” 1n the broader
wense. In particular, 1t played an instrumental role during
the later stages of the discussion of Jewish assimilation.
The critics’ fusion of Papn_ladeusz's Janbiel., the 1867
Jewish patriots and the Jewish heroes of Fositivist litera-
ture 1nto one synthetic i1mage of a "good”., manageable Jew.

carrectly points to the romantic roots of the Folish au-

thaors®™ concept of Jewish aszimilation.
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