I. Introduction

e The rate of female participation in computer science

programs plunged in 1984 and has since continued to

decrease.

e There is a gap in the literature concerning how

women were portrayed by computer science media at

the time of the participation decrease and the years

following it.

e The objective of this study is to understand female

representation in computer science media during this

period, including how often women were depicted in

lead roles in comparison to their male counterparts, as

well if and how their portrayal changed over time.

e This is done through a content analysis of images in

Datamation periodicals from 1984 to 1998.

II. Methodology
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Fig 1. The coding scheme.
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Fig 2. A typlcal photo from the
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Fig 3. A typical photo from the
1980s. Datamation, March 1984. 1990s. Datamation, 15 May 1990.
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III. Analysis
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IV. Conclusion

e There are no significant differences in the representation of
women in computer science periodicals between the 1980s and
1990s; few aspects of their portrayal changed.

e Women are represented far less often than men. When they
are represented, they are more likely than men to be portrayed
in a supporting role rather than a leading role. This is high-
lighted by how women are depicted as much younger than men.

e This study could help consider how the present has come to
be and why women continue to be marginalized in the male-
dominated field of computer science. This will aid universities,

feminist organizations, and industry stakeholders in reevaluat-

ing how to encourage women in both computer science and per-
haps other technological fields.
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