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GEORGE WASHINGTON

by
THOMAS McTIERNAN '
h/)c f"ﬁge/ Uaf)uj‘?f :j)fw

Two men in American history stand out before all

others =« George Washington and Abraham Lincoln; the one
the creator, the other the preserver of the nation. From the
opposite walks of-society they éame; Washington, a child of
wealth; Lincoln, born to poverty., Yet they worked along
similar lines, fa the seme end «- their country's good; and
to=day thé wealthy slaveholder and the poor railaplitter are
held in grateful honor by eighty millions of freémen.

George Washington was the third son of Augustine
Washington, His grandfather had come from England to Virginia
in 1657, and on the plantation laid out by him Geofge was born,
Fabruary 22, 1532. |

While he was still an infant his parents mové& to
anoﬁher rlantation on the Rappahannock opposite Fredericksburg,
and there George spent the first éleven Yyears of his 1life, His
early schooling was merely that of the time. The Sexton §f
the parish taught him to read, write and cipher. His mother,
too, gave him lessons; but she gave him:more than books could
teach, From her, young Washington inherited a spirit of law and
order, and a devotion toyduty; a spirit which taught hinm to

govern himself if he would govern others. She gave him many

lessons, many rules; put after all it was her character shaping
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his that was the most effective in developing his personality.

In 1743, when George was eleven . years. old, his father
died, leaving a fortune to each of his childrén.' To George was
given the plantation on whichvhe lived. There his mother re=
mained; but because there was & school near the home of his
msrried.brother, Augustine, the boy lived with him for the next
five years; dﬁring which time he studied writing, arithmetic and
bookekeeping.

In his fourteenth year & war broke out between the

French and the English. George was too young to enter the army,

but his brother lawrence procured for him a warrant as midship-

man, His trunk was aboard the ship on which he was to serve,
when, out of defersence tc his mother’s wishes, he reiinquished
the appointment and went back to his books.

For the next two years he devoted himself to the study
of goemetry and trigonometry and became a BUrveyor.,

His first patron was Lorad Fairfax, who had left England
and éettled on his estates in Virginia,. This cultivated noble-
man took a great fagcylto.the young, brave, and open<hearted
boy == saw that Fheyggi—of good common sense -« with an unusual
force of will.power and character, and he resolved to employ him
in surveying his large estatés beyond the Blue Ridge,

.Aithough but sixteen years of age at the time, Washing-
ton did his work so well that, when he had finished for Lord Faire
fax, the Governor of the Provihce appointed him a public surveyor ,

Years later an attorney declared that the only surveys: of the
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pericd on which he could rely were those signed "George Washing=
ton, surveyor.®

For three years Washington went.up and down the country
surveying, always endeavoring tc make the best of the situation,
acquiring in the meantime, that self mastery and that knowledge
of men which were later on to prove so valuable to him,

In 1750, there began a struggle for possession of the
valley of the Ohio between the British and the French, and

Virginia preparad for the conflict. The colony was divided into
-military distriets, each under an adjutant general; and Washe

ington, when only nineteen, was appointed to one of these com=
mands, with the rank of major.
Meanwhile, the French soldiers and traders were bully=

ing and cajoling the Indians, taking possession of the Ohio

country, and seleeting places for forts, intending to hem in and

strangle the English settlements.

Governor Dinwiddie had sent a commissioner to remon-f
Btrate against these encroachments, but his envoy having learned
how the French had slaughtered the Indians, became alarmed and
returned in haste,

Some more vigorous person was needed to go and warn the
French not to trespass on the English territory, so Lord Fairfax
and others said to the Governor: "George Washington is the very
man for you; young, daring and advenﬁurous, Yet sober minded and
responsible, he only lacks opportunity to show the stuff of which

he is made."
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Accordingly thhihgton, in 1753, was made commissioner
to visit the French forts in the valley and protest against their
erection,
It was no light assignment for a youth of twentyeone.

He was to enter a wild country, full of Indians, through whom he

‘must make his way to the French commander with his protest. He

must be strong, courageous, prudent, alert e~ no holiday task,
for one so youngl

History tells us how well he performed his duty. How,
under innumerable difficulties, he learned what troops the French
had, the.nuMber and location of their forts, the strategic points,
and much other valuable information. “

Difficult as was the outward journey, the return was even
more difficult and dangerous, thhington and his campanions nare
rowly escaped death at the hands of their Indian guide, and in
the attempt to cross the halfefrozen Ohio. They spent one night,
with the thermometer below freezing, on an island in that river
without fire, and with their wet clothes ffeezing on them, Yet
they succeeded in their mission, and early in the new year, 1754,
Washington reported to Governor Dinwiddie.

The Governor at once directed him to build a fort at the
Junetion of the Ohioc and the Monongshela rivers, which Washington
had described as a strong strategic point;T but before it was fin=-
ished, and while he himself was raiéing militia at Alexandria, his
second in cormand was compelled to surrender the place to a much

larger French force, The latter destroysd the British post, and

et
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erected another and strongef fort near by, which thsey called Fort
Duquesne.

- Major Washington at once prepared to attack the French;
but after a skirmish, was forced to retire towards Virginie, and
to throw up earthworks whicy/with grim pleasantry, he called Fort
Necessity. The French approached, and after an all day battle
they compelled him to surrender, on July 3, 1754. |

Disheartening as was the surrender, it was not without
good results for Washington, No one blamed him for the fallure
of the campaign; the Housa of Burgesses even passed a vote of .
thanks to hime On his own side, moreover, he had been initiated
into active military service; he héd been under fire,‘he had
takXen his first real lesson in the art of commanding.

In February, 1755, however, another opportunity for work
presented itself, General Braddock reached Virginia, with two
regiments of regular troops, and invited Washington to be one of
his aldes, with the rank of Colonels He accepted the invitation
and on July 9, 1755, the British forces were but a fow miles from
Fort Duquesne, moving forward in beautiful array; every man in
full uniform, his accoutrements in perfect condition, lines
straight aé if on parade, colors flying, bands playing -=- "the
most beautiful spectacle he had e ver beheld," ag Washington aftere
wards declared =-~ when suddenly a shower of rifle balls rained
upon them from unseen guns! Taken by surprise, and unable to lccate
their ‘hidden foe whose bullets were mowing them down, the British

were bewlldered; the militia broke ranks, each man getting behind
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a tree froﬁ which he fired és an enemy appeared; the regulars
formed squares fhus offering a still more deadly target for the
invisible foe! Flesh and blcod could not endure it, and panic-
stricken, the men sought safety in retreétt Presently General
Braddoek was shot from his horse, iwo of his aides were wounded,
leaving Colonel Washington the only senior officer unharmed, SI&

‘?B'see him endeavor to stem the paniec and disorder, one would have
thought that he had been tried in a hundred battles, instead of
its being his first military engagement. Four bullets pierced‘
his cléthing, twoc horses were shot under him, but he passed
through the battle uninjured.

Little wonder that an old Indian Chief afterwards con-
fessed that he had made Washington his especial target, but being
unable to hit him, he told his braves not to fire at one 80 manie-
festly under the prectection of the Great Spirit,

It was Washington who led the beaten army on its retreat
to Fort Necéssity, where Braddock died, and whence he was taken
for burial on iuly 13, 17565. As both Regimental Chaplains had
been wounded, Washington read the burial service over the General's
body. '

Braddock's defeat frightened Virginia. The Burgesses
voted to ralse a large force of militia, and asked Washington to
take full charge of the defense of the frontier. So four three
years he was engaged in defending three hundred and fifty miles
of country with seven hundred ill-armed, ille-paid men, His heade

quarters';:i'at Winchester, and from there he directed the ree
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cruiting, inspected the posfs, made flying visits to Williamsburg
to keep the Governor informed of the state of affairs or to get
money, food, clothing from the Burgesses, It was difficult to
get recruits, and more difficult to keep them; he had to instill
ideas of military obedience into them, to make even his officers
obey, and to combat the insolsnce and opposition of the British
officers stilllpoated in ths colony. Though Washington did not

know 1%, all of these troubles were the s8chool. 'In which he was
being tfained for his future carear.

During those years Washington received his orders from
Governor Dinwiddie, who made frequent blunders which caused per=
Plexity to Washington while in command of the Virginié troops.

At last Governor Dinwiddie, a fussy, foolish, well mean= g
ing blunderer, was recalled -~- Mr. Dinsmore taking his place.
General Forbes was sent out from England to command the troops;
he invited the colonists to helﬁ him, So under Forbes and Washe
ington, British ami Virginians marched toward Fort Duquesne, By
this time a lesson had been learned, and Braddock's defeat was not
to be repeated,

The French did not wait to fight them, but after setting
fire to the buildings, abandoned the fort and fled northward.
Washington and his Virginia militia led the advance guard into the
fort. The British flag replaced the fleur de 1is of France, a
new fort was bullt, named in honor of William Pitt, Secretary of
the Colonies, and thus the flourishing city of Pittsburg, Pa.,

began its existencs.
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When the army had returned to Virginia and peace was

assured, Washington resigned his commission, and, at the age of

{ . twenty-six, laden with honors, returned to his plantation at Mount

Vernone.

Thus ended the first period of Washington's public carecer.
We have seen him pess through it in all its phases. It shows him
as an adventurous pioneer, as a fearless frontier fighter, and as
a soldier of great promise.

Let us now turn for a moment to the pleasanter side of
his life. While the army was preparing for its march against
Fort Duquesne, Colonel Washington was sent to Williamsburg to hurry
supplies to the front =« and thereby hangs a prstty ibve storyl

At William's ferry, on the Pamunky River, there lived a
planter named Chamberlayne, at whose mansion was stopping a charme
ing young widow, Mrs. Custis, who greatly admired Washington!
Mr. Chamberlayne invited him to dinner, and the gallent young
Colonel, attended by his negro servant Bishop, made haste to ace
cept the invitation.

Reaching the mansion, Washington dismounted, ordered
Bishop to have the horses at the door immediately aftef dinner,
and went in. All the afternoon Bishop held the horses at the
door, but Washington did not come. He was talking with the fas-~

‘cinating young widow! At dusk Mr. Chamberlayne sent Bishop with

the horses to the stable. For once Washington was in no hurry!
At Mr, Chamberlayne's he spent the night, and did not continue on

his journey until after bresakfast the next morning.

.
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But at Williamsburg he made up for lost time, and Jwe
shall see that he lost none at the Chamberlayne plantation, for
stopping there on his way back, he carried away with him the young
widow's promise to becoms his wife when the campaign was over.

The prdmise was kept; and on January 6, 1759, the wedding took
place at the bfide's home, the White House on the Potomac.

For the next fifteen years Washington lifed the 1ife
he best loved, that of a farmer., He rose early, mounted his
horse'sooh after breakfast, and spent the morning inspecting his
plantations. After dinner he made up his accounts, At an early
hour he was in bed. He hunted, entertained largely, and above
all was a sharp man of business, though in all points‘scrupulous-
1y honest.” His bales and barrels of tobacco were not inspected
ih the West Indian markets, as were those of other plantefs;
people could trust him, and accepted the brand of George Washing-
ton as a guarantee of good material and honest weight.

But besides being a planter and a man of husiness, Washe

' ington was a member of ths House of Burgesses, It was while he

was away on his last campaign that he had heen elected, and when
he took his seat Mr. Robinson, the Speaker, thanked him publiecly

in eloquent words for his services to his country. Washington

rose to reply, but was so utterly unable to talk about himself

that he stood before the House heaitating and blushing until the
Speaker said: "3it dohn, ¥r. Washington, your ﬁodesty equals your
valor and that surpasses ths power of any language!"

Wﬁsﬁington rarely spoke before the House, but his advice

was always sought, and his influence was great,
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! He remmined a member for fifteen years; in the meantime
ﬁ there wes being prepared by British stupidity the mighty drama

: whosefg?gdﬁ act was to be the establishment of history's greatest
lRepubl;;?‘— '

The Stamp Act passed by the British Parliament thoroughe
ly aroused the‘bolonies, and in 1774, Washington, with six other
Burgesses, was sent to represent Virginia in the first Continental
Congresse. This assemb;yuéave expression to é%g deliberate opinion
of the coloniesﬁz;égzgﬂ:;ts of the British Parliament; it proe
tested against éﬁe treatment accorded them, and declared that as
British fubjects the colonists owed no allegiance to a taxe-levy-
ing body in which they were not represented, and that their own
legislatures alone had the right to tax them,

This declaration was important; bdut of even greater
consequence was the fact that the first Continental Congress made
the colonists acquainted with sach other, It was, in reality,
the first step toward the formation of the United States,

Then came the news of the Repeal of the Stamp Act. It
was received by Washington with mudh pleasure., But he had marked
the dangerous reservation of the repeal; he observed at Boston
the gathering strength of what the wise ministers of George III
called sedition; he noted the arrivel of the British troops in
the rebellious town; and he saw that persistence in this course
j must surely lead to a violent separation from the mother country.

Still he waited and watched for the news from the North,
Bverything cémes to him who waits, and while he waits works!

10




SEANT T Ut Y Gt Rl

e i ]

11

Before long he héard that the tea=chests were floating
in Boston Harbor, and then from across the water came the news of
the passage of the Port Bill and other measures destined to crush
the'rgbel town,.

| ' Heihen.urged the adoption of non-importation from the
mother country, and wrote to a friend that "at a time when our
lordly masters in Great Britain will be satisfied with nothing
less than the deprivation of American freedom, something should
be done to avert the stroke and maintain the liberty which we have
derived from our ancestors,

In the sscond Continental Congress Washington was agaln
a deiegate. Just before it mst the battles of Coﬁcdrd and lexe
ington had been fought, that is in April, 1775; and fhd Massae
chﬁsetts delegates told of the army of colonists encamped before
Boston--- an army made up not only of Massachusetts men but also
of men from other colonies who had rallied to the defense of the
common cause., |

| In a speech at Williamsburg éﬁout this time Washington
saild: "I will raise one thousand men, subsist them at m& own
expense, and march them to the relief of Bbston."

The moment was critical, A leader was needed to weld
into one fighting body the separate colonies and their independent
forces. [Fortunately the hour and the man were at hand, and on
July 3, 1775, Washington took command of the Ameriecan Army at
Cambridge.

11
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It could -:s-ca_,rce". be  called an army! It was a collection
of a few thousand men,‘some of them uniformed, most of them in
their everyday garb,ftheir weapons as diverse as themselves, ani
with 1ittle ammunition, But Washington had seen similar troops
in Virginia «-~ had seen them fight tod.

Whed, on his'way to Cambridge, he heard of the battle
of Bunker Hill, he asked the bearer of the news: "Why did the
Provincials retire?" "Because their ammunition gave out," was
the answer., - "But did they stand the fire of the regulars?"

"They did," came the reply, "and held their own until the enemy
was within eight rods." "Then the liberties of the country are
safe," cried the Commanderein«Chief. He remenbered.fhe sight

‘of Braddock's army, aml knew that if the New England farmers could
walt while a column of British veterans charged upon them, there
was in them stuff of which soldiers could be made.

wasﬁington's first business was to change the patriotif,
crowd into a pat§iotic army. But his work was not without 1its
difficulties, difficulties which were quite apart from the task
itself.’ .

. Just as the House of Burgesses had hampered him in
Virginia twenty years earlier, he wés nowﬁhampered by Congress.,
Congress seemed to be afraid.of its own army and its own General,
and insisted on having a veto on Washington's plans,

We know how the tide.ebbed and flowed during the seven
years of warfare. We know how the success at Boston in 1776,

was followed by the retreat at long Island; the victories at

12
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Princeton and Trenton, bywﬁhe defeat at Braﬁdywine; the victories
at Saratoga and/onmouth, by the surrender of . Savannah; the
capture of Stony Point, by the reverses at Charlestoq, Camden,
Guilford and Hobkirk's Hill in 1781; and how, while the British
wintered comfortably in New York or Philadelphia, Washington and
his men suffered privation and want at Morristown and Valley
Forée «=« such privation that soldiers even went on guard in the
snow with their feet bound up in rags, their blankets wrapped
about their shoulders, ==~ that men and horses died for lack of
food, |

But at last the tide turnede French ships and troops
came to aid the colonies; --- and on October 18, 1781; Lord
Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown, and the struggle was over!

A week later, and the watehman on his rounds in New York
City Stregts called out the time and added a'joyful gsentence to
his shout: 'Tﬁelve o'clocki®™ he cried; “"twelve o0'clock === and
Cornwallis is taken,®

From the time Washington entered on his duties. as Conme
mander -in-Chief, to the close of the war, he moves before us 1like
some grand embodiment of virtue and power, Whether bowed in
fasting and prayer before God in behalf of his country, or taking
the fate of the American army intc his hands === whether retreate
ing before the overwhelming number of the enemy, or pouring his
furious squadrons to the charge =-- whether lost in anxious thought,
or struggling amid the broken ice of the Delaware =--- whether gale
loping into deadly volle&s of the enemy in the strong effort to

13 -
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restore the fight, or wearing the wreaih o;-victory which a grate-
ful nation placed with mingled tears and acclamations on his brow,
he 1s the samd self-collected, noble minded and resolute ma.

The bravest, said Napoleon, had his moment of fear,
But one cannoct point to ﬁhe time in Washington's carser, where
his firmness and coolness for an instant forsook him,

Besides his open enemies, the British, and his suspicious
master, the Congress, Washington fought and defeated other foes =«

foes in his own military family. The first of these was the

" Conway cabal, hsaded by General Conway, which wished to displace

the Commanderein«Chief, So influential was this clique that a
motion to arrest Washingtdn was made in'Congress, and wanted only
one vote of being adopteds

Amid disorganized, disbanding armies --- amid cabals

formed against him =<~ falsehoods circulated about him, jealousies

Q§MCongress --~ amid open accusationse and implied doubts of his

virtue and cépacity, he moved calmly yet resolutely forward in the
path of duty. This fortitude\ﬂhder calémities, firm courage in
the midst of reverses, and unshaken constancy in every trial to
which huﬁan nature'ia subjected, prove him to have possessed a
soul of amazlng strength, and aﬁ unconquerable faith in the right,
Even when the fighting was over, the great s8cldier's
work- was not done. .Congresa was élow in providing for the payment
of the army, and Washington had to keep the men togfther, unpaid,
eager to get back to their homes,'diacontented, mutinous, To

crown all his troubles, an attack was made upbn his honor, Several

14
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friends pfopoaed that he efect an American kingdom, and mount the
throne himself, asserting that the army would support him against
Conghess, and thai.the‘people would agree. The handbills propose
ing this‘plan are known as the "Newburg Addresses," and were cire
culated through the army while it was encamped at Newburg on the
Hudson.

A secret meeting was proposed, which Washington learned
of and attendeds Before any debate on the rlan could begin, he
roge and drew a paper from his pocket ew== é speech which, as was
his custom, he had written out. He bégan to read it, but in h
moment stopped. "Gentlﬁmen," he said, "you will pardon me for
putting on my speétaoles. I have grown gray in youh service,
and now I find myself growing blind." _

These simple waords touched every heart, The officers
listened intently while their commander besought them to be patient,
not to desert their men, to do nothing hastily, When he withdrew,
they resolved formally that they "viewed with abhorence and reject=
ed with disdain the propositions” contained in the anonymous call

 for the meeting, and.adjourned,-more than ever devoted to their

commander, Nothing more was heard of the plan. Washington had
strangled the conspiracy in its cradle,

Some of the most important events. in Washington's 1ife

‘are connected with Greater New York, The first was his retresat

after the battle of Long Island on August 27, 1776, followed ime
mediately by his army's escape to Manhattan, and thence northward
to White Plains, where he fought another but indecisive battle;

15
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and then turned southward écross'the Hudson River through New
Jersey to Pennsylvanie in a mastgrly retreat,

Three other events occurred in this city. The first
was his triumphal entry on November 25, 1783, the day that the
defeated Britisﬁ sullenly'withArew; The troops marched from
McGowan's Pass, at the northern end of Central Park, down the old
Boston Post Road, which we now know #s Third Avenué, to the Bowery,
and'through Queen Street, now Pearl, to City Hall in Wall Street,
Washington followed them later, attended by George Clinton, the
newly chosen Governor of the étate; and other important personages;
and cheering crowds greeted the General as earlier they had hail=
ed the victorious soldiers, _ h

Nine days later he called his senior officers togetﬁer
in the long room of Fraunce's tavern and bade them farewell.
Standing at one enq of the rbpm, he saw the sad countenances of
those who had been his companions in arms through the long years
of darkness of the past, A thousand proofs of their devotion
came rusping to his memory «-- and the whole history of the past
with 1is checkered scenes swept by,:till his heart sunk in affece
tion and grief., ‘Advancing to the table, he drank to their healths,
and in silence, they écknowlédged the ‘toast, Then he said£

"With ‘'a heart full of gratitude and love, I take my
lsave of you. I most devoutly wish that your later days may be
as prosperous and happy as your former ones have been gloriocus
and honorable." Then after & pause: "I cannot come to each of
you to take my leave, but shall be obliged if you will come and
take me by the hand,"

16
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General Knox, his chief of staff, stood nearest and was
the first to approach thhingten. Neither could speakla word,
The other Generals followed., Then Washington left the %oom, and
with his former officers following in silence, many in tears, went
to his boat at Whitehall Ferry. As the boat was pulled off from
the dock he sﬁood up and waved his hat, the officers saluted in
the same menner, and when the boat.was lost to sight in the dise
tance, they dispersed in silenca.

. A few days later Washington presented his accounts to
the Treasurer.of Congress, He had sccepted no eaiary,-but had
agreed that Congress should reimburse him for his outlay. For
more than eight years he had.kept account of every pehny he had
spent as General; and now he bresented his bills, all with proper
vouchers. This done he started égain on his Journey. From
Philadelphia he proceeded to Annapolis from which place he ade
dressed a ;etter to Congress, asking when it would be agreeable

to them to receive him.  Three days later he appeared before Con=

gress. Introduced by the Secretary, Washington took the seat

assigned to him, There was a brief pause, and then the President

of . the bbdy said that "the United States Congress assembled was
prepared to receive his'commiasion.” Washington replied:

"Mr. President:e-the great events, on which my resigna-
tion depended, having at length taken place, I now have the honor
of offering my sincere congratulations to Congress, and of pree
senting myself before them, to surrender into their hands the
trust committed to me, and to claim the indulgence of retiring -

from the services of my country.®

17
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fHappy in the confirmation of our independence, and
pleaéed with the opportunity afforded the.United States of becom=
ing a*respectable~nation, I resign with satisfaction the appointe
'ment I accepted with diffidence; a diffidence in my ability to
accomplish so arducus a task, which, however, was superseded by &
confidence in the rectitude of our cause, the support of the
Supreme power 6: the Union, and the patrcnage of Heaven.,"

Then, after a word of gratitude to the army énd to his
staff, he conéluded as follows: “Having now finished the work
assigned me; I retire froﬁ the great theatre:of action; and bide
ding an affectionate farewell to this august body, under whose
orders I have so long acted, I here offer my commission, and take
my leave of all the employments of public 11fe;" |

A contemporéry newspaper, in its brilef account, said
that the occasion was deeply solemn and affecting, and that many
persons shed tears. Well indeed might those present have been
thus afféctqd, for they had witnessed a scene forever memorable
in the annals of all thaﬁ is best and noblest in human nature,
They had listened to & speech which was not equalled in meaning
and spirit in American history until, eighty years later, Abraham
Lincoln stood upon the slope at Gettysburg and uttered his ime
mortal words upon those who had died that the country might livel

But the young nation could not get on without Washing=-
ton's service, The pressure of war which had brought and kept
the colonies together being removed, it seemed as if they would

revert to their former conditions of suspicious and jealous

18
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independenbe.' Virginia ahd Maryland were the first to see that
something must be done if the war and its sacrifices were not to
be wasted., They appointed a joint commission to consider the
subject, The result of the deliberation was the calling of the
Constitutional Convention, which met at Philedelphia in the sume
mer of 1787, with Washington as president.

: It took more than a year to overcome the indifference
and jealousy of the different states; but when the Constitution
had been ratified a motion for choosing a president was then put
in order. The selection was & mere formality. There never was
any doﬁbt as to the peopls's choice; every vote was cast for
Washington; and on April 30, 1789, he was solemnly sworn as first
President of the United States of Anerica, taking the oath of
office on the balcony of Federal Hall in Few York City.

As he had assisted to plan the form of the new governe
ment, it was his task to carry that pian into execution -«- a
task as difficult as any he had yet attempted, The Constitution
provided only an outline; the details were’'to be worked out.
To Washington we owe much of the existing laws of our government,
His administration established the pational credit, made provie
sion for the publie debt, and fo;hégé;'faéfaotic army whose
interest and welfare were always 80 dear to him; and, by laws
wisély framed Washington raised the commerce and navigation of
the country, from depression and ruin to a state of prosﬁerity.

His domestic policy found its polar star in the avowed
objects of the Constitution itself. He sought to administer
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that constitution, so as‘fo form a more perfect unicn, establish
justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common de=~
fence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty,

» Washington sought men fit for office; not offices. .
which might fit'man. Above persdﬁal, local, and party conside

~erations, he felt that he could only discharge the sacred trust

which the country had placed in his hands, by a diligent inquiry
after men of ability and honesty to coe-operate with him in his
work, ’

Against all dangers, he most earnestly entreated the

country to guard itself. He appesled to its patrio%ism, to its

' self respect, to 1ts honor, to every consideration connected with

its welfgre and hapéiness. .

For eight years he guided the ship of state, his hand
always on the helm, and he might have remained President to the
day of his death. But he was wearied, Since that July day
in 1775, when he dre& his sword e Commander=in-Chief -e-. more
than twenty years =e- he had been the real head of the nation,
and he wished to rest. To make sure that he would be allcwed to
retire, he wrote a farewell address to the American people, de=
claring his intention to refuse a third term as President, |

Among the noble legacies which he left to his country,
none is more worthy of being treasured in the heart of the
people than this address, Through all its wise counsels, noble
maxims, and elevated thought, the spirit of undying patriotism
abound. |
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The country understood that Washington meant what he

-8aid; and he was allowed to become a private citizen, But he

was not allowed tc remain = private citizen for long,. In March,
1797, he went home tc his farm; in July, 1798, he was again ap=
pointed Com@anderQin-Chier 1n,expectation of a war with France,
which happily did not occur; and in December, 1799, after a brief
illness, he died. |

His death stunned.the country. Had it happened during
his term of office, it might have caused the downfall of the
nation. But the same power that raised up Washington to bgild
the United States permitted him to remain until his work was so
far advanced as no longe} to need his directing hand.

In many events of our country, reverent men have traced

)
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the direct interposition ofA?rovidence; not the least of such

providences was the withholding of Desath's call from Washington

until he had done his work, and done it well,

And what manner of man was Washington? --- At Pirst he
was a zealous farmer, a bold rider, a great hunter. In later
years he was dignified and stately as his great positions required,
but at home he was affable, playful, and devoted to children.

His character developed with his increasing years; he
was educated into greatness by the constantly increasing weignt
of his responsibiiities, Bred a surveyor, circumstances made
him a soldier, and he was a great soldier; circumstances made
him a statesman, and he was one of the greatest statesmen of all

time, Under the most trying conditions he pursued his end until
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he gained'it, ever remaining steadfast, earnest, standing above
his contemporaries like the embodiment of virtue and power that he
was. Calm and strong in council, untiring in effort, wise in
policy, terrible in battle, mﬁgnanimous in peace, incorruptible

in virtue, he towers to a height in our history approached by

‘only one other American, Abraham Lincoln.

ButAit was as a character -« a moral force -~ that
'Waéhington was greatest. He loved his country more than he
loved himself, and to him the welfare of that country was dearer
than fame, than power, than wealth, than anything that the world
could offer! |

Washington and Linccln! Lincoln and Washingtonl

'Blest indeed is the country to whom they belorng! Happy we who

have them for our examples and guidss!
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