e

SLBDY GU LA IHYE THLONY OF YL Reldd FOR o0l - g heon
‘vmi \'.t%} (u“o}n% Zﬂ’ vi‘f{ GL‘Q} J *%i#ﬁu :(;N:«’M "Lu"«‘ ib :

IRIO ?:’f e PTG
PREPLUTLIYY ool AR PV QU Uﬁ:"l s
\};‘g PR it 2N kaw‘ Claphi®f, Ll -AUW PR M? Aww
COLVIN-BON u X 1Y

by Listey Mpry ldelds T .onee, AdoeJdnT.

Lhesis presented to tne Feaeuliy of
peycholegys nd Zducation wi thwe
Dndversity of Ottaws &8 purtiel
fRlfilisent o the reguiremsnty
cor Loe ga&s g of Do tor of

TN Iy S

LBRARLS o

ol", \'b‘
rsity ot O

GELBRWE ¢ i, LGk
¥

BEST AVAILABLE COPY



UMI Number: DC53513

INFORMATION TO USERS

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy
submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations
and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper
alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion.

®

UMI

UMI Microform DC53513
Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code.

ProQuest LLC
789 East Eisenhower Parkway
P.O. Box 1346
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346



ACHROWLEDGMENT S

Tiis thesls was prepared .nder the supervision and
inspiration of Professor Maurice Che non, Ph.D., of trne Proully
of Psychelogy and Eduertlcn o the University of Uttawa.

The writer is indebted to “olher Merie o1 the Holy
Trinity ané to other members of the dssionary Jlervants of tre
Host Blessed Trinlty who comtributed of their time and services
to facilltate itiw progress of the present atudy, cknowledy-
zent is alsc aade to [r. Halph Be Colvin, Pn.D., for providing

sarerials and infermeticn wyeo in this gtuly.



CURKI QUL UM 2 PULI0ORDM

Sister ary »ldelis Tonre wag born Februery 20, 1913,
in Brooxiyn, Hew Yore. one received tre Tactwlor of Arte
cuyree in Psycuology {rom ot. Josepn's Cullegls [ur Women,
brooklyn, Now York, in 1960, org re.elvew toe ‘weber of
ArtE deogree in P8yology from Fordham Universivy, Jew Yorwg,
Hew York, in 1%03. ww title o hes thesis oz RIft sentiaticn

YR :’ A ¥ 'ﬂ"‘ L3




VABLE OF CONTRNLE

Chapter

Imﬂnﬁm IDN [ ] L] - [ L ] [ ] - L] L4 [ ] a » » . L4 *

- Bﬁ?xgﬁ GF Tm LITW?M . % e « & ¥
1. Nuttin's Theory of Heeds

2, The Psychologieel Assessment of Existentisl

Heeds
3. Basic Hypotheses

II»"' EXPSRIMA& 93516.‘- [ TR T 2 2 2 T
1. The Bubjects of the LExperiment
2., The Tools of the Experiment
+ Procedures
. Scoring Methods

I » ™ PB%ME&T!Qﬁ (4”' HE&ULTG. . . [}
1. Keppe Coefficlents of Beliabillty
2. Nhi MMNS
3. dotivational Stptements
. Results Obtained on Cther Ttems

IV‘- 3136“3%1&% B 6 & & a4 a2 & & & & » e ¥ u
1. Theoretical Iaplications
2, Tmplications {or 3oclal sclence
z. Limitations of the Stucy
. Bupcestions for Further Hesearch
BUVWRY &m wﬁamloa [ ] - ] » » » . -

me IOGM?KY L4 L) - L] » - - * L 4 » L] * »

Appendlx
1. . I87 OF RESEARCH AGENCIEL CONTACTRD. .
o LIET OF ADOPTIVE AGRANCI 2o CONTACTED. .

3. COPY OF Su4HTHACE COMPLATTON THST FOR FOLTLR

*

»

« ¢ L] -

¥

L)

-

*

Pmmﬁ * [ L ] » L] L] L 4 * * . L J - L] L] » » * *

b, RELIABILITY COBFFICIENIS FOR PILOT S7UDY

TW0

page
Lvili
. 1l
2

20
37
-/{?
%

5

. 50
51
67
72
77
WL
?6
.
10
- l{J3
v 107
. 112
« 113
. 11%
v Llu



TABRLL OF CORTLNLD

Appandix
5. PERBONAL DATA FOR SURBRJECTG IN PILOT STUDY CHRU4.
6. RELIABILITY COBFFICIENTS FOR PILOY STURY THAKs .
7. RERULYS OF COMPARISONS MADE FPOR PILOT STUDY

ngsntcbncooﬁtiOb-‘-cnnu
U, COFY OF PERBORAL DATA GHERI. o o o 5 o o o o »
9. RAW DATA POR COMPUTATIONS IR PRESENT 370DY . . .

10. ABLTRACT OF A Siudy of IMttin's Theory of the Heed

il

rtension into the

v

PAES
. 121
« 122

. 130



LIST OF TABLES

Table
I,~ 5oc¢ial Class and Range of Computed Ucores on the

IT.~ “ean Years, Standard Deviations and Results of &
Tests for Significance of Ages for the
Prospective Foster and Adoptlve Parents. . . . . .

I1l.- Hean Years, Standard Deviations and Hesults of t
“gsts for Significance of Humber of Years in
§:§Q°§ for the Progpective Poster and Adoptive

QﬂSo.-...-..-o.-n.o-...u.

IV.=- rrcqutnagaﬁistrihutions, Per Cani Agresment and
Kappa Coetflicients of Rellability of Two Batings
for Regponses of Prospective Foster Parents to
Items of the Sentence Completion Test Related
w&»ﬁstmmumaéSDla..lthtuﬂ-..O

Y.~ Fregueacy Disiributions, Per Cent Agresment and
Kappa Coefficientsz of Reliability of Twoe Ratings
for Responges of Prospective Adoptive Parents
to Items of the Jentence Completion Test Related
to existential Noeds . « « » ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ = 3 o »

Vi.~ Degreas of Fresdom, Chi Squares and Levels of
gignificance Cbtained by Three Compariscns of
Responses by Prospective Foaster (Fn) end Adeptive
(4d) Parents to Items of the Sentence Completion
Test Related to Existential Neewds. . . + » + + + &

VIii.- Frequency Distributions, Per Cent Aureement and
Knppa Coefficients of Reliabllity for dotivatienal
Statements made by Prospective Foster (Fo) and
Adoptive (Ad) Parents and Categorived According
te Mattin's Three lLevels of Psycnlc Life « « « o &

¥I1l,~ Degrees of Freedom, Chi Squares and Levels of
Bignificance Obtained from Comparisons of oti-
vational Statewentis wmade by Prospective Foster
(Fo) and Adoptive (Ad) Parents and Categorimed
According to Huttin's Three Levels of Psychie

LM@%U*:‘nwwothithﬂwtn«.awa

pRE®

b5

O
)

&5

73



LIST OF TABLLS3 vil

Tadle page

IX.- Per Cent Agresment and Xappa Coefficients of
Reliability Ter Reaponses of Prospective Foster
Parents on the Remaining Items of the Sentence
“ﬁl‘tiﬂnf‘.toqo--.--oogo..... 78

X.~ Per Cent Agreement and Xappa Coefficients of
Reliability for Responses of Prospective Adoptive
Parents on the R ng Items of the Sentence
COlplationTOlt.............-... ol

X1.~ Degrees of Freedom, Chi Squares and Levels of
Significance Quteined by Comparisons of
Responses of Prospective Foster (Fo) and
Adoptive (Ad) Parents to the Remaining Items of )
the 3entence Completion Test. « + « o « + o o « o« JA



INTRODUCTION

The present study, waulch ls concerned with the study
of human needs, represents tnue combined efforts of twe
separate disclplines, namely, psys!clogy and soclal sclence.
Paycuology contributed the partiowlar tqecry of naeds amd the
speciiic test for needs, while scclial sclence contributed the
subjects vhose particular needs vere to be studied, lMore
gpecifically, the investigation wus directed tovards the
initisl step for the study of needs wiich operate et the
existential or spiritual level of paychlic liie, as proposed
by Butilo. For the sake of brevii,, these {ype of needs will
be referred to a3 existential needs tiroughout these pages,

The foeal point and Justifieation for tie present
study derives {rom Nutiin's postulatlon that man feels = need
to go on existing into the future either t-oough Lis posterity
or tnrough his work. 1t seemsd that tiis desires for seli-
perpstuation could be studied with groups of merried subjects.
By fimding two separsta groups with respect to parenthood,
that 18, ons Jrouy composed of cidliless couplus and ancther
group composed of tiologiesl parents; btul dnited by a common,
expreased desire for childrem, the tueory might be tested.

In the scciel gseience fleld, two such distinct groups
were found under the classiflication of those seeking to be
substitute perents. hey were prospective foster parents
whi were requesting thset & ohild be placed in thelr home on
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& temporary besis with the understanding that the cuild so
pleced would nes be avallable for sdoptiion by the family. In
this group of prospective fester parents, taken froa the
Pennaylvania arsa of the lUnited States, the vast mejority of
applicants were already biologiocsl parents. Then there was

& group of prospective adoptive parents, ths vast majority of
them ehildleas, vho were requesting that theay receive a ehild
in sheir nome for the purpose of permansnt possession by legal
adoption, 3ixty osuples were selected from each group to .
aeTve @9 subjects for the study.

The test used in the atudy was of the sentenee ocomple-
tion type as Geveloped by Colvin-Bohman for use with substitute
parents and containing items related to needs, mt.erporm
relationships.and concepts of time, partiemlarly the future.
In addition, a motivation statement was obtained [rom each
couple at the time of their cpplication for a-eidld,

The firet chapter begins with a discussion of Mittin'a
Thaory of Needs, procesds to an explamation of tue preparations
made for the use of the test as employod in this study, and
goncludes with the gemeral research hypothesis, In the second
chapter the expsrimental design is presonted with a description
of the sampling end testing procedurs as well as the outline
of the statistieal techniques.

The resulte obtained are presented in Ciapter I1l. The
diseussion of the resulis 1s presented in Chapter IV and
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covers the inferences of a need for sell-extension inte the
futurs as it may be inferred from the data obtained on the
group responses of the prospsctive foster and adoptive parents
0 & senlence completion test of the Colvin-Bohman type,
particulariy as the items relate to such toplcs as progeny,
work and future time, <Chapter IV also includes statements
concerning the limitations of the study, and concludes with
lists of suggestions for further research.

1t is Delieved that the primary contribution will be
\e provide the initial step towards sxperimsntation on
existantial nesds in the United States, as postulated by
Bttin, Sscondarily, it is also balieved that the study may
provide secial science with a elue as to the value of exist~
antial needs in the motivational sssessment of substitute
parents.

in the summary and conclusicon the comtribution of the
study to personality theory and recommendations for subseguent
research are indicated, Relevant material, as well as & oopy
of the research instrument, are given in the several appendices.



CHAPIER 1
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Undeniably, existontial nseds ovolvo sround themes and
crises pertaining to human problems. 1t is sssential, however,
that & theoty of sxiastential nseds, when applied to the study
of numan probleas, be relevant tov the problem under study,
Such erientation of problem with theory is celled by Hevitt
danford the “human~probleas” approach and requires & theory
shat is dynamic, holistic, comprehensive and on a "level of
abstraction that is appropriate to the problsm at hand."l
is the opinieon of the preseat writer that Nuttin's Theory of
liceds meets thess specificstions and, furthsrmore, considers
the msnifestation of the funduasntal needs “as the dynsmic
aspecta of man's complex psychic 11!:.”2 T™he discussion of
thsse needs is contained in tue first part of this chapter.

Huttin, hovever, experiences "restlessmnesa” with his
prineiples until he is able to obtain facts for verification
of thea, FPor Nuttin, "ths facis slong, and not assumed

It

1 Hwitzt amwrd, *wm Psychologists Study Muman
DL 28i8%, Vol. 20, Ho. 3, issue

’ dis 4 BE RO M_V:Q, trana’mtﬁw by George

Ak ‘ cd ". 53y published a3 a Mantor-
ﬁmg& Bma m mnm Limry »f world Litersture, New York,
196 s Do 3&“0
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principles, can allow us to adait the eaistence ol any parti-
oular n-ed",3 therafore he urges that solantific observations
be maie in the study of basic needs as & necessary requisite
to tha formulation of adequate conceptions in psyohopathology,
psychotherapy and education. 7The second part of this chaptor
contains a disaussion of thw psychologisal assessment of
existantial needs as employed in this atudy. The chapter oon-
cludes with a summary and the basic hypethesis. .

1, HRuttin's Theory of Needs,

In their sesrch for existential meaning to life, an
ever-increasing number of sxistentialists have so projected
thelir thoughts through the media of dramm, literature, art
and edusation that the intensity of thelir questioning is
arcusing universal interest in tie postulation of existential
needs, Persomality theorists ought therefore to {ind themselves
absorbed in the challenge to inlegreate concepts of existential
oseds into thelr own proposals concerning the structure and
dynanics of personelity. They canhot rest secure wpon the wast
ssount of experimental knowledge novw accrued about man's physi~-
el and seclal neede but mast seak further to discover exlsten~
tial needs and to study how they may influence in s deeper and
& more subtle way, mot only the present, but alsc the future
sctions of the individusl.

3 M'# p. 228,
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As s theorist, Huttin is first smong those psycholo-~
gists who attempt t¢ account for existential needs. For him
thers are two besic phenomena into which needs may dbe postu-
lated, that is, the need for self-~preservation and development,
and the need for sccisl contact and exchange. From this view-
point, Nuttin sees "that the whole complexity of human life
is involved in tiie study eof humnnkuntivatian".“ A need then
"represents & necessity fer certain types of balavioral contact
with the milisu rather than sz '‘state! of the orgtni:m”.3
Thus, his theory becomes a relational theory o. fundamental
needs, explained s follovs:

Essontially perscpality is e structure going beyend
its internal organization., Its mest characteristic
feature is that an outlook on and an exposure to the
world are ilncluded in ita constitutiom. Personelity
is a vay of being and bahaving in & vorld that exists
for the salf. In this sanse, the Tundawental structure
of persomalisy is an ego»uorid unity.

To further elaborate how the basic needs are types of
interactions required by the sgo-world umity, or the organisa~
milieu, Huttin describes three levels of psychic life, namely,
the psycho-physiologicil level, the psychoe-social level, end

the exiatential or spiritusl level, %These different levels of

4 1pid., p». 273,
5 ikid.s p. 223,
6 Joseph Huttin, “"Perscpaliiy Dynnmica', in Henry P.

David and Helmut von Bracken, (eds.), Porcps
Iheory, Rew York, Basic Books, 1,97, p. 130,
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activity are intermingled in any concrets human act. PFor
example, man does not simply have a "sensation” of pain on the
psycho-physioclogical level But also oxperiences a grasp of &
"meaningful cituntion“.7 It is this concept of the inter-
penetration of the basic needs en the three levels of payehic
activity which snables Nuttin to postulate that need gatis-
faction embodies more than the sensation of pleasure and dis-
Pleasure but alsc “ego~-involved failures and :uceoss",o that
is, factors which have important bsaring on the theory of per-
sonality discorders and psychotherapy.

The three levels of paychic life alsc enable Muttin
to regard human needs and tendencies as being 'intimately
bound up with the contents of conscionaness"9 so that “even
in our most general and gbytract idess, traces nnd clear signs
of jense knauledgo”lu may ba founxi. Comnsciousness is the
explicit exposure of man to ocutside things, the *recognition
that the essential charascteristic of behavior itself 1s in its
being related t5 & mesningful cutside world vwith which the
subject finds himself! preaonted."ll By consciousness aen is

7 Joseph Ruttln, [gryci

9 ---.‘—”‘,

10 Ibid., p. 220.

11 Joaaph Huttin, “Consclousness, Behavior end Person-
wwn AL D& A8YINY Vol. 62, Ko, b, 1955,

Beptember 1»'“
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freed from his own subjectivity. while some degree of exposure
tc the world is implied in all behsvier the higher funotions
of consciousness are maniiestved only in specific forms of
human bebavier such as in language and culture,

To suamarize this general presentation or Kuttin's
Theory of Needs it may be stated that perscpslity is regarded
@8 an ego-world unity; that smsotivation must be considered as it
relates to man living in a meaningful world; that cemsclousness
functions at different levels of swareness depending on the
paychic level of activity; and tiat "basic needs are generzl
types of organisa-envircnuent and ego-world relationships
vhich actually are requirec by the functioning of orgenis=z
and pcrsonaxity“}z

a) The Postulate under study.- Ruttin states that “man
feels a spontanecus need to g9 o | § & BAONSE 4 8 _
@ep either through hig posterity or through his work,*13 1t

wvas the opinicn of the presant writer that if t::is postulate
could be subjected to sxperimental astudy the results might give
evidence to substantiate it. This single statement refers to
the two basic phenomena of seli-preservation and social contact.
It also suggests materiasl for ocbservation on the three levels
of psychic activity; that is, on the biological level there

12 MQ’ P 355-
13 Joseph Muttin,

256,
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would be questiens concerned with social and altruistic forms
of contact, and on the oxistential level there wvouid be
opportunity to infer [rom direct and indirect expressions of
zotives the existence of an abstract need. The statement also
deals wit: the concept of future time and would provide en
area for research which has not been extensively explored,
parsicularly with its relation to concepts of work and progeny.

The suggestion o experimentation on existential con-
cepts, hovever, arouses ne;ative reactions in both buropean
and Americun psychologists, btut for different reasons, duve to
their orientation with respect to the scisntific approach to
the study of persomality. 1lhe reviavw of the literature neces-
sarily followed this division, chiefly because Huttin's theory,
Kurcpean im origin, was to be applied to American subjects in
the United States.

b) Buttin's Theory and Zurcpean hixisteatial Tiought.-
Tue presentation of Van K:u-;h on the impact of sxistential
phencwenclogy on tae paychslogicel literature of western Burope
reveals thet ths proponsnts ol existeatial psychology are also
proponents of tie phanomenological approach to the study of
personality. Characteristic of the studies is ths effort te
kesp tus subjeet as subject and not tc make him the object of

1k 4drian Van Xsawm, "The Impact of Existential Pheno-
?nnulegy on the Ptycholagieal Litarature of Western %uiop;“
n png vy oL Axapte b LG BYQRIBREYY, VOl 4,
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controlled, laboratory sxperimsntation witi emphasis heling

on the consideration of man as he stanis out in an experienced
world., Vamn Keam believes that this phenomenclogy is implieit
in James decause of the emphasis James places on the unity of
aan in the world ef experience, For Van Kaam there are two
aspects of experience; the sources of experisnce which lesd

to a descriptive paychelogy, such a&s that of Buytendijk; the
other sources which lead to an anslysis of tlie experienced
world and becomes the explanatory psychology of Skinner, Hall
and Spenee.

It is Van Kaan who points out tihat the anthropclogicsl
approach of existentisl psychologiats is also integrated into
the thought of French personslism thereby moving from pessimis-
tic existentialism to persomalistic existentialism. He places
Huttin samong those psychologists who have contributed to this
anthropologiecal imtegration and furthermors indicates that
such an iategretion 1s ccngemial to the American temperament.
Nuttin's theory therefore should have some appesl in American
psychology anxi be appropriats for testing in the United States.

Durkin is slert to the faet that Suropean philosophical
anthropology bhas “inveded the field of psychology and made of
it a cultural science with an ontological base™ > with far-
reaching changes resulting in the theory end practice of

15 Helen R. Durkin, KMW’ New York,
International Universities Press, s Ps 273,
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paychotherapists wvho adopted its principles. such an approsch
requires that the therapist undserstand his patient in omtelogi~-
cal terxs and she urges psychivlogists to study the basic pre-
aises of existeantial philosophy. For Durkin this is the primary
taak, the quextion of common techniques, although not yet
formalated, i seen as of secondary impertance. ihe 1s tharely
refiseting the attitude of Ruropean thinkers sueh ss iedsrd
Eeulé who states that psychotherapsutic processes cannot be
wderstood uniess an ansver can be given to the guestion of
vhat would have to be the nature of man in order for him to
psresive cbject relations and interpersonal relations. My,

as American voice Ffor existential analysts, i3 in agreemenat
with Boss and other European thinkers that the nature of man
useds to be studied Dut urges that the studies be conducted
along scisntific lines, and not be anti-intellectual or anti~
scientific in spprosch, Dissatisfactien with the presant
inadeguacien of scientific method eught rather to lesd to.

enological context for a science of nman 13 desmed an acoeptable

16 “edard Boss, Dawinmmlyuu and Paycrmthu‘ y“ in

Hendrik 4, Bultenbeek, (ed.), izscicapalys
Pillosophy, New York, Duttom, 1962, p. O1~8

17 Rollo Hay, "Dangers in the Relation of Existential-
uu tc nychothcrapy" in mmdrik . BEuitenbeek, (ed,), Psycho-
nalyals z ATV gophy, New York, ﬁutton. 1
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approach by May. In comparing Rastern philosopnies with
existentislism, May 1» impressed by their common concern with
ontelogy. He does not, however, urge tﬂnt Eastern thought be
transferred to the Western mind but should serve rather to
correct the blases and highlight, by contrast, ‘“the erroneocus
assumptions that have led Western development to fts present
problems.”1¢ gimilarly, it 1s believed by the present writer
that the contrast of Western psychology end its existential
formulations with American psycholeogy having no professed
philesophical formulations might serve to correct some American
biases and erroneocus assumptions, Allyertlg would also imaist
that the scholar betrays "inexecusable provincialism' if he
neglects the wisdom ef the Emst., In this study, however, it
is not plausible to deo so, beayond recommending that further
researcin be directed towards such study. Here the concern is
with the question of selection of theery frem Burope which
possesses existential prineiples and the preblem of testing
the theory in an American milieu, It seems that Huttin'a
Theory of Needs is amensble to Americam culture, It also
appears that Nuttin's methodolegy is particularly appropriate
at this tize, for he uses the current scientific approsch to

15 Rollo 4ay, 'The Origins and Sigrificance of the
Kxistantial Hovmuent 1n Pagﬁhﬁlnay” in Rollo ! ot 8l., (Qda Y,

g, .»... 19 ’ p. ;

19 Gerdon W. Allport, Pattern swd Growth in Pe
Rew York, Helt, Rinehert and hinﬁ-mn. 901, p. S0k
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test his hypotheses, ihe theory may thereiosre L¢ tLésted with
a mathod that is already lomiliar to the imerican mind, ‘Juatl
there appears to be & need rfor the testing ¢ a theory sucr
as Muttin proposes is revaaled by & survey ui the literature on
motivetion {n Americam paychology.

¢) Nuttin's Theory and Americem Theories of Motive-
tion,~ & prominent forum lor the study of motiveticon in tne
United Ltatsas 1s the Nebreska syuposium on tivetion wiich
meets snnually. Al the lybh session, Hilzard presented
data whieh he gethered (rom the symposia of previous yesrs
by making e content analysis of the reference Lists «t e
end of each suthor's conteibution., Hilgerd noted tint t.oere
were three besic orientations of authors, i.s., '‘one built
around 8~-A drive-~reduetion learning theory approach, pecorx
& wore physlolegical-bormonsl appromcii, and third, a personslity
soeial appramana"gﬁ Hilgard was eriticeel of the feot thet ae
cne orientation produesd satisfactory results in the study of
human sotlvation and particulsrly expressed dizeppointment that
the perscnality-sogial srou; wes lesst productive in providing
s unlfied position among those wno deal priaavily with buansn

“ ‘jl‘
betngs.” The present writer wondered how meny refersnces

20 Ernest R, dilgard, "The Hotivatlooal ﬁmimvan @ O
Hy@numia“, in Devid Levine, l@a.) Nebrasin Symposive o
s Undversity of ae%rmmka &

Zh 1biles e e
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might bave been made to Nuttin among the autliors. 4 survey
was sade of the seme lists Hilgard nad enalyzed and not one
refersnce was round to Nuttin's motivational theory. Hilgard
aad concluded that it was not surprising 10 'those with differ-
ent pre-cccupations do not rafer exceitedly to the linvings by
way of other &ppruhcheu"pgz but 1¢ seams that celentific
interests should al least schnowledgc an awarensss ol ine
existence of other motivational thneorides 1f omly for tue seike
of awiding “inexcusable provipcialism'.

An overview and ayatibesis of theories of activation by
acsen®3 slso omits reference to Nuttim's luecry although
sdsen’s own theory ol motivation expresses concepts simllar
to those of Hutvin's, madsen, however, wishes to confine his
theary to a limited number of motives classi ying them .n
scoordagee with actual Iunctional relsticonships as elther
arganle or aiiuational motives. He thus avolds any reference
to sxistential factors nnd gets his aypotheses upon espirical
grounds, It tuen becomes impossible o equate Huttin's theory
to Madszen's,

Well-known theorists o perscnalicy, avwever, among
vhom may be mentioned Lewin, hrouy end laslow, offer several

22 Ibid., pe 3

23 X.,B, Madsen, "Ti.eories of otivetion, An varviﬁw
and 8 Synt mw&ﬁfa papwr prwaauﬁad at the V@Wﬁ;mwwem’ ¥
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common denominstors relevant to Huttin's Theory, for thelr
main concepts are also daveloped arocund "need” as répresenting
the driving foroes behind behavior, For Lewin, nseds sffect
the cugnitive satructure not only of the psychologicsl present
but, even more, of the payeholnzicel future for “the reslity
level of the psychological past, present, and future corre-
spends to the situation as they actually existed, exist and
will exist according to the individual's belief."2% Nuttin is
particularly interested in the study of the depth of time
perspeetive and frequently uses Lewin's terminclogy in the
explanation of his experimentations., Time perspective is 'best
menifested ¢n the bshavioral plans, tne long term projects ond
tasks in which humsn motivation develops”,2” and on the basis
of resesarch fimdings Buttin has been developing hypothases
concerning relationships between leerning and dynamic systems,
as well as between overt beravicer snd cogniticen., In the pre-~
sent study, time perspective is {nvelved with the subject's
pereeption of how the arrival of a child in his household will

alffect Lis future existience.

25 Joseph Muttin, "The Future Time Parspactiva 1n
Eumun vmtivatiﬂn and &mmxm&na“, 1n ] Lo CEOULRLE.C YL
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Nuttin's studies on the future time perspective has
also emabled him tc bridge a gap which Armcld states eught
to be explained by 'need" psychology, that is, the providing
of some explaaation of how needs of eny kind infitiate action,
or to pastulate some connection "between biclojical needs and
adult sctions, frem wvhieh psychelogical or social needs may
be inferred,+26 Buttin's hypotiesis on learning and behavior
with regard to motivational and cognitive processes is ss
fallowus:
Learning is conceived of as a process by whigh
behavioral responses are incorporated or embeddel in
tbe dynamie systems of the imdividusl. The arousel
of the dynamic system activates at the sume time the
benavioral pattern embedded in it, and in this way
the gap between lesarning and sction or performance
This concept is alse applicable to the present study
Lecause in tha tuwo groups eof subjects there is demonstrated
sons effects of learning vwith relationshiy to parenthiced.
One group has learned to become parents and the affect tied
to the learaing bhas been pleasant emough to want to continue
the experience, wnereas the subjects in the other . roup have
not had the opportunity %@ learn hov to become parents and the

anxiety sroused by the [rustration nas initiated action for
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learning to begin. Lewin's statement thet & “"need may be
satisfied by reaching the desired gosl or by reaching a
substitute gcal"2u 1s also dewonstrated by the groups under
study since all the sudjects are seekin:g Lo become substitute
parents,

For Murrsy, & need is a *force whicr (1f inhibited)
produces activity which (if competent) brings about a situ-
ation which is opposite (ss regards its relevant properties)
to the one which aroused 1t."29 He states, furthermcre, that
wien need is defined "ps & disegquilibrium which stresses
towvards eguilibrium, it falls ifintc the category of {inalistic
concepts.”3U .murray clearly outlines that this concept of
finalisn is to be undersatood as that aspect ol human experi-
ence which anticipates & goal although the conscious purpese
of the goal may not be present, ThLus .Rrray pressnts his
concept of needs 83 dynamic rather tisn mechanistic but lLe
does not go a3 far os Nutiin in postulating & need for self-
extension into the future. The same commeni mey be made of
8ll the different types of nesds Murray postulates and his
attitude is accepted by those who follow his concepts and
experizent with them, HNotable amony these psychologists is

28 Lewin, Op. Cit., v. 275.

29 Henry A. urray, Lxplo:
bridge, Oxford University 5#@3@,
Zditions, 1962, p. ha,

30 lbid., p. 67,

E)

13 O 8 {3 Cam-

§35; Mew York, Science

.
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4eClalland amd his worh on the need for achievement, But
HeClelland does not belimve “it is too helpful simply to gak
a parson about his motives, interests, and attitudes, Often
he does not know very clearly what hls basic concerns are, "3
seClelland therefore resoris to the use of a projective tech-
nique develcepad by Murray, that is, "to try and get a sample
of his normal weking thoughts by sskimg him just to tell a

few stories about soume ﬁiatures."32 Rutiin takes exception

to the basiec methodologleel principle involved in this research
as far as it is related to normsl perscons, It is Nuttin's
contentiocn that “purely artificilal imagery in an experimental
settiing way remain rather alien to the real motivation struc-
ture of a well-adjusted personelity."33 fTherefore the assump-
tion that man will reveal the content of kis dominant thoughts
in experimentel lmagery is not tenable, according to Ruttia,
He is supported in hiz objection by Chiristie and Linﬂuuar3“
whe are critical of McClelland and his co-workers becauss sany

31 David C, McClelland, T3 )
How York, Vam Nostrand, 1964, p,

32 Ibig.

33 Josaph Ruttin, “Parnmnnlity”, 1u c. P. Jtone and
D H, Tl}'lﬂl’, ('dau)’ AREHIA L 5 ) £ 5. C3 R
195/1 pe 169,

3% Bichard ﬁhrilmiu anﬁ Flarﬁmgw Linﬁanar, "Farsgyw
slity dtructure”, N 15 £ ¥ chiolopy, Vol, 1
1%3; Fr %1-—«3
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ef the measures ageinst which the ased for achievement has
been compared are not carefully defined. Allport alsc
supperts Ruttin's objection but does mot rule out the use of
the projective method per ge, rather he insists that 1if one
vighes “to distinguish a well-integrated personality from cne
that is not"3° then projective methods in the study of motiva-
tion should at the same time smploy direct methods for oumpari-
son of comsciocus report and projeciive responses. '‘he regent
werk of Cuberry36 supports Allport's theoretical position that
the mormal adult 13 able to comprehend his genersl persomality
make-up and cam accurately describe nis motivations.

Tus speelalization trend in motivetional theory is
noticeable in Atkinson's euphasis on motivation., Firstly,
his intreduction to motivation 1s declared as “aphysiologicsl
in is%s ericntagionfa7 and the theoretical problems of motiva-
tion are considered ss separate und dlatinet from that of
learning. Fach of theae approsches to motivation 1s opposed
to Nuttin's spproach as previously cited, In adéition,
Atkinson tends to the Lewinien masthematiesl approach in the

35 Gordon w. Anmn, *The Trend in Motivational Theory",

%3 s A4 & LSRR NLAR MA. L Val. 23’ 'Oo 1' JM
36 nugh Carbam'y, A Compa.ison of .u_r_».:,_. Mg _mw «.»: fead
n.l "'T'T pra Sy to : 3 Ty qr ay'ehol y mﬂ

Hamtian of the University of Ottawm, Ontaric, 196%, p. 21.

37 J.v, A
York, Van Nostyand,
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assessing of hunan motives since he bellevas that ihe combina-
tion of an expectuancy theory oI motivation and a matiematical
model i1or decision carries wuch promise. For Atkinson, “the
idea of measuring cognitive expectancles aroused in particular
real~-life sitnations“Ba offers a mediating link betwesn
psyetiologleal and sociolo ical concepts, oulten's experiment
based on Atkinson's approach to the study of achievement
motives, however, leaves one with many questions sz to itas
adequacy, in particular about the expectancy of the subjects
since they "were required to participate in the ltudy."39
Hore closely aligned to Ruttin’s Theory of NHeeds is
Maslow's concept of the nature of normality which is identified
with the highest excellence of which man is capable
Byt this ideal 1s not an unattainable goal set

out far ahesd of us; rather it is sectually within us,

existent but hidden, as potentislity rather than as

actuslity [...] It lies a strictly naturalistic

sysiem of values that can be enlarged by further

empiricasl resesrch with humen nature [...] The key

concepts in the newer dynamic paychology are spon-

tapeity, release, naturalnuss, s¢1f~aacﬁgtance,
inpulse-avareness, [and] gratification.

346 John W. Atkinson, “"Thematic Apperceptive +wasurement
of Hotives within the Context of & Theory of wtivation”, in
Bernard 1. uratein, (ed.), Hundbeok of Projective JTechnigues
New York, Basic Books, 196%, p. 45k,

39 Robert W, Moulteon, "Bffects of Huccess and Failure
on Level of Aspiraticn as Rninted o Achievament Motives", in
. ik 2ial ‘“.‘ ‘ 3 2018 Aok LY B 7}.7“ L ok 20 4. i‘Z 2882 A 0 i [ vfjlt lg H{h “w;\g

”’my lf 'y pn S";’f'- 4

% AtHg m‘lﬂW' m s PR . CIAL R .:‘?V
Harper, 195k, p. 352,
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Maslow belioves that basic needs con be directly
studied in relatively healthy pecple. He plmces these needs
inte rive categories as physiologicel needs, safety or per-
sonal neads, love needs, esteem needs and the noed for self-
actualization. The gratification of needs occurs in s hier~
archy, thet is, the lower needs nmust be sstisled before the
higher ones, In this respect Maslow's concept differs from
RMuttin's and also by his postulation of a need identification,
Sar the pooling of the hierarchies of basie needs In twe per-
sons into & single hierarchy. %The effect of this is that
one person feels another's needs a8 1f they were his own.™
Ruttin would not gquite concur with “mslow that under thege

L1

eonditions twc people would become, for psychological purposes,
a single ego. He would ratier explain that a good love rels-
tionship brings to full flower the "gift¥ of man to be
vgetively opep to others snd widely receptive to them"*2 go
that contact with an "other* leads to an enrlchment of the ego,
not to & surrender of 1%, or the merging of one ggo with
snother,” Thefe 13 active imtegration with the world of men
and the sbsoiute which {mplies an “opemness" as "the channel
by which man "gives blmself™ and by which he "recelves”, i.e.,
his channel of self-realization. It is A@jﬁ;jjagkzu“ha To

z’l m;, p: 2“'&""2}090
42 Jeseph Muttin,

kﬂ‘lﬁlﬂoy p» 245,

3.
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which Rogers would also agree, for he sees life as an active
process, ""the most impressive famct about the individual being
seems to be his directional tendency toward wholeness, toward
actualization of his potantialities."hk Rogers saees men &3
striving toward fulfillment and preferring in the process io
select 8 more richly stimulating settimg than & more iwmpov-
erished one. Rogers' concept that *the substratum of all
motivation is the organismic tendency towanrd fulrillmant"“ﬁ
is en Amaricesn approach to the study of motivetion that is in
concurrence with NMuttin's convept.

While Maslow and Rogers discuss goals relating to
self-actunlization and fulfilliment Patteriﬂﬁhﬁ is urging tic
psyciology rneeds to concern itself with diseppointment in the
attainment of goals because o: disability or other furus of
tragedy., He sdvocates that existentiel principles would enable
the psychologist to study tba‘limitationa imposged by disability
because of thelr emphasis upon freedom, Nuttin's studies con
success and failure ere acknowledged by Allpurth7 partiealarly
a8 thay demonstrate that even in the laboratory persons will
behave acecording to their style of life,

I+ Carl i, Rogers, "The Actualiszing Tamﬂmncy 1n ﬂalaw
tion to "Motives' and to Consclousneszs”, in Nebraska Symposius
o erivatlon, lLincoln, Nebraska, Nebraska Press, 1% y P» 4

45 Ibid., p. B,

} k& C.H. Pattaraon, “instantlalin& and Disability"
.'-A"l.._(' . MHPCoY 3 4 Vol. 3! N@t ?g F&ll, 9 5,

h‘? Allpart, QEB g&iny Do %7.
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In summary of bils section on uttin's Thewry of Heuds
it may be noted tiwt the orientation ol lurcpean psychologlsatis
who have sdopted existentlal principlee is towards the use of
the method i phenomenclogy, therefore Rattin's experimental
approact. would not be entiusiastically received by them,

The orientation of Americsn psychologists, on the otlier hand,
would welecome the methodology of Nuttin but would tend to
avoid his theoretical concepts beosuse of a tendency to be
skeptical sbout existentisl princinles, The review of the
literature, nowaver, gives some indication that ac effort

to present Nuttin's Theory of Needs through expsrimentation
with Americsn subjects right prove profitable for bhoth the

thaory and the American psychiologistia,
2. The Psychologlical Assessment of dxistentisl Heeds.

while the theorem In tils favestigation was taken
from Huttin's Theory of Needs, Liw subjecls {or testing of
the tleorem were taken Irom social science., Thes statsement
under investigaticn was “Man feels & spontanecus need to
st b pllow-nen elther through nis
posterity or through his wor?.”“” 1t was the opinion of the

present writer tuat married persons would best serve 2%

subjects to test this premigs, but one would need to be ceriain

45 Joseph Muttin, Psych
Pe 2545
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that such married persons did desire children, since the
possession or non-posseasicen of children oould be the independ~
ent variabdble upon which the desire for self extension depended.
Therefore the writer looked for two groups of married subjects
vho were expressing s common desire for children but whe
differed with respect to parenthocd, that is, one group would
consist of married couples who were childless apd the other
group would consist of married couples wi.o were already
biologieal porents.

In the rield of social s~ience two such distinct groups
were found among agencies dealing with substitute parents.
Those agencies concerned with foster home placements had
applicants the majority of whom vere alresdy biological parents,
angd those agencies concerned with the rlacement of children for
permanent adoption hed applicants the majority of whome were
childless.

In the process of locating the groups, however, secial
science presented & secondary problem, that is, the social
workers expressed divergent opinions about the needs of sub-
stitute foster and adoptive parents, I!wost of the objections
were based on tne belief that the needs of foster amd adoptive
parents could not be assessed with the ssme test becesuse the
needs were so different. When gquestioned further, the secial
workers could not present scientific evidence for the avowed

dirfference,
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To the investigator of this study the protestations of
the soclal workers gave confirmation of the need for an eiperi-
mentation on needs of prospective foster and adoptive parents,
and vas encouraged that these two groups might be differentiated
on & payehological test. Furthermore, the differentisation on
the basis of existential needs could provide a distinct guide
for the social workers., The review of the literature in this
sestion vas made therefore with two main points in mind,
namely, 1) the needs of the subjects, and 2) the assesament
of existential needs.

a) The Needs of the Subjects.- As an initial step in
the survey of the literature & letter was sent by the writer to
fourteen national and state sgencies in tiec United States
requesting information on any comparative studies which vers
completed, or in process of completion, on the needs of foster
and adgptive parenta. Every agency replied in the negative.
doms graciously referred the request to another agency and these
additional agencies s«lso replied in the negative, A list of
these agencies is in Appendix ),

A second stap vas the attendance of the writer at the
first and second anmial meeting of the Detroit Foster Homes
Project beld under the auspices of the 4errill-Palmer Institute
of Human Development amd Family Life, in Detroit, ~ichigan,
in the winters of 196k and 1965. Delegates at these msetings
represented the rasearch workers of foster home agencies in the
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United States, with some representation from Canmada, In the
literature distributed, and in personal discussion with the
delegates, the writer found only one agency comndueting s com-
prehensive program of ressarch on the needs of foster prrents.
This was the Astor Home for Emotionglly Disturbed Children
located in Rhinebeek, New York. The vork of this agency is
distussed in detail im the following section of this chapter.
Over sinety agencies asnd research centers were represented in
these groups. 53 might be anticipated, there wes no menticn
of wdeptive parents, much less of their needs,

For research data on the needs of adoptive parents, the
writer obtained the results of & guestionnaire issued from the
Cathelic Welfare Agemcy in Trentem, New Jersey, to a number of
adoption sgenvies throughout the United ‘Stategs. Theme agencles
were asked to send imformation as to ths typs of psychologicsl
services they engeged in for the screening of their adoptive
parents., Of the several replies received there was no evidence
of a uniform at¥empt to sssess the needs of the adoptive
parents and, in gemeral, the practice was te use psyehelogieal
testing procedures only when there was a doubt about the suit-
ability of the appliicants. Appendix 2 contains a list of
these agencies,

In 1963, the writer conducted & private study of 117
sdoptive parents who spplied for children st the above-rmmed
sgency during the yesr 1959, As psrt of the study, the motives
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glven by esech eouple for wanting to adopt & child were copled
from the applicant forms. In 1964, these motives vere com-
pared to the reasons given by prospective fouter parents at
the Astor Home. From this content anslysias by the research
staff st Astor Home scome categories of responses were identi-
fied. In brief, while both types of substitute parents ex~
pressed: needs for aifiliation, the adoptive cowples repeatedly
emphasized their laek of bioleogiosl ehildren., This Jdifference
ogcurred despite the fact that both foster aud edoptive groups
were mixed with respect to parenthood, altnough the majority
of the foster parents were Mislogieal parents and the majority
of the adoptive parants vere cnhnildless,

Another difference wes noted in the fact that the
responses of the adoptive ecouples vere more heavily laden with
sn abstract or religious oriemtation in contrast ic the more
concrete orientation of the foster: perents, If this differ-
enes were to be tested with eontrolled groups scme evidence
wight be obtained tc support Nuttin's statemont whiech is under
study, for it would appesr that concern about progeny was in
some menner imveolved with an ebstract need,

In current publieations on adoptive couples there is a
grovwing svwareness thai thelr needs cught to be considered as
mach ns those of>the child being pleced in their care. Isssc
states that "the funetion of the sgency is mot to soreen out
good from bed applicents:but %o help apblicante determine if
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49 Careful

analysis of motives would help in this process, yet no sclid

they do indeed wish to become adoptive parents.”

body of research is being conducted to study the needs of
adoptive parents despite the statements of many soclial workers,
such as Carle, trat 'the question of the motive and the per-
sonality of the adoptive parents is of more importance than
their social status, thelr educational or professional back-
ground, or their economic cnyucity.“bb

Aotter’l has given some consideration to the manner in
whieh needs of both foster und adoptive parents may be differ-
entiated and elassirisd as negative or pomitive. On the
biological level, he suggests that sexual malsdjustment of the
adoptive parents could be symptomatic of broader problems of
adjustment; on the psycho-soaial level he believes that the
best adoptive parents are these .who have s genuine desire for
ehildren and are thomsoelves wvarm and affectionmte. Likewise
foster parents should be flexible, patient, warm and possessed
of a senss of humor, Foster parents slse need to be able to

4y Rael, Jean Issac, Adowting & Child loday, New Yerk,
Herper and Row, 1665, p. 216,

50 sister William Ellzabeth Carle, Adopiion Apnlliohli

LU Y OFf N

getive Adaptlw

Zid B Le P @ RN £ 5 4 J1@ R CIIR L OO SH )
Pepuarlvanda, 1954, unpublished 'aster's disser-
m University scl:aol eof Social Service, 1955, p. 72.

51 Juwiian B, Rotter, Socisd Lesrni:
Paxchology, Wew York, Prentice dall, 14
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accept having to relinguish the ¢hild at a later date, & need
vhich would differentiate them from the adoptive parents, On
the existential or spiritusl level, Rotter bslisves that
“parents who have successfully raised some of their own chil-
dren, vho have developed the patience and tolerance that comes
from such experience [..., still have sufficient satiafactions
from working with children.”" 2 This statesent would alsc seem
to suggest that, if Nuttin's statement is correct, the desire
for self-perpetuation may be sstisfied not only through progeny
or work, but also through progeny gnd work, especially when the
desire for pregeny has been adequately satisfied,

The statements of other writers cbout the needs of
substitute parents may slso be clsssificd according to the
three levels propesed by Muttin, When this is done another
factor 1s noted which seems ¢0 bear on Huttian's postulation
rezarding the need for self-perpetuation. 70 illustrate, eon-
sider the following quotationst Oa the biolegical level, Xirk
states, “"adoptive parents may be taken to be no different from
blological parents in thelir aspiretions for family life, with
perhaps one exception.'’d The exception memtioned is that
sdoptive parents most strongly seok stabdbilily and permanence.

52 1bid., p. 11,

5 He David Kirk.‘ ‘A' BIRC I'E DA O F i D 4.4
Al _Heslth, New York, Free Presa of Glencoe, 1904,
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On the other hand, foster perents are also soen as concerned
vith the question of permanence becsuse the foster c¢hild will
eventually leave their home. On @& test, therefore, which
tapped the aree of permanencs the two types of substitute
parents might give simllar rssponses. On the psycho-sociml
leval, ilcks states, “all parents underge s waturing process
through cering for each child who comes to them, whether through
birth or adeptien‘"gh Therefore one shoeuld not expect adoptive
parents toc differ from natural parents who, in this study, are
also foster paremta, Heseds of both types of substitute parents
would be simlilar at the payche-social level and responses o
test ltems tapping this level should met reveal differences in
needs, 0On the existential or spiritual level: Raymopd stetes
that adopiive couples "feel & okild will amke 8 richer and
better life for them, and that they will de the same for the
child, a mixture of self-interest, altruism and comformity.”>>
On the other hand, comments about foater parents éo not inelude
any referenss %0 sltruistlic or existential motives as being
characteristic of thea, Welins states that those most likely
1o succead in foster care are marital partners who have backe
grounds of wellwadjusted, loving, and tolerant femily life, who

5% Lydie T, Hicks, "Plac the Second €hild for
Adoptien®, in-Child yelfsre, Vol. 39, Ho. 5, Hay 1960, p. 15,

Rayaend

% Louiae oL, Jow York
Harper, 2@55,ua¢ 1% ’
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have experience in weeting orises, and never "sucoumbed to
cultural lag and lost touch with the tilon."56 If Ruttin's
postulste is valid and if Rotter's observation about foster
parents is basically true it would seem that foster parents
might possidbly give a greater number of responses on {tems
vhieh tapped the existential level than would the adoptive
parents, If 80, the study would reveal a clLaracteristic of
the foster parents whielh is mot attributed to them by the
current literature,

b) The Assessment of Existential Needs.- Since the
particular axistential need under study includes the concept
of the future it was desirable to select a test where the sub-
Jeet would be free to express his plans, intentions, wvishes,
stivings and tasks, Nutt1357 uses a form of sentence comple~
tion test for this purpese im Ris experimentations. This type
of test also provides the subjeet with the opportunity for
personal, eonscious expression of his motives, Likewise, such
a test, by using both direct and indirect expressions in its
stems, permits ths psyshologist to tap different levels of the
subject's éncds, ¢ procedure whieh was desirable in this study.

glestin: rcster Paront
olumpbia University Pr

56 :Martin Weolins,

and, i ReALLLY, Hev York,
Pe .

57 Jeseph Muttin, "Future Time Perapective in Human
fotivation and raing”, Op, Cit., p. 67,




REVIEW OF Tiiu LITHERATURE 24

Rohéojb presents the histuricel background ol tue
sentence completion method begimning witu Lbbinghaus and wori-
ing up to her ouwn type of suntence completion test, T.e metheod
has been extonsively used in both Buropesn and American coune-
tries. Rohde concludes there is adequate evidsnce thet, to a
considerable axtent, the sentence completion test carries
out its role as a projective technique. As o rule, however,
the tests are not constructed for any particular ;roup othur
than the gemeral peopulation. But the writer did find one test
which was specifical.y ceonstructed for use with foster parents.

It 1¢ the Co 2 a8 constructed

by tiie members of the researc: center at Astor iome for Emow
tionally Listurbed Children, Rhinebeck, New Y.rk., After a
complete study of the testi, particularly of the stems and the
categories by which the responses were judged, 41 seemed to the
writer that by changin: one word only the instrument coulc be
adopted for use with adontive parenta, That !s, the word
foster would be changed to adoptive vwhure necessary in the text,
A seminar vas held with Dr, Colvin and lle astaff to discuss
ti:is possibility. As a result of the discussions, the writer
decided to use the test for the study, but to precede it witn &
fovw prelimtuary studies whioh would make it moure sdegquete and
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reliable for the purpose of the present investigation. The
following account gives a brief history of tho test and itz
development as well as the preliminary steps taken to prepare
it for use in the measurement of existential needs.

¢) The

motive and justification for the conatruction of this type of
test 13 offered by Dr. Colvim g8 follows:
A readiness to explain pathelogical behsvior on
the basis of a pataclogical home cxperience logically
must be matched by & readiness to tormulate »lans
for t..e prevention anéd treatment of pnt,alafy
terms of plaeing the child in a homn specifically
suited to Lis individual needs, Y
There vere several objectives to be accumplisued by
the construction of the test whic. were as followss (1) to
obtain an understanding of the needs c prospeciive foster
parents., A study by Bnauliau.éo

parents to¢ needs of i'oster chlldren, had demonstrated to Dy,

comparing needs of {oster

Colvin &nd his staff at Astor !joae the importance of obtaining
a measure of parentel needs, (2) Te allow potential ioster
parents the opcortunity to preject themselves into the role of

foster parents and tiroug:. this experience to gain s better

59 Ralph u. 0o1vin, *Toward the D&vslapwant of & Foster
Parent Attitude Test' QUAR Llye ADRres ) 3. PAroat
Selection, New Yorlk, 5h11d Weliare L.es u nerica, 1962, p.hl,

60 Lucien Bcaulieu, A itudy of ¢ arislerdstics of
Cadldrean and F Parents r»'o ad_with Juccess

natar PAZen mmnmm 18y unpublis ied aSLEr'S thesls
prasented to tha Schoel of | cial Sclences of the vnivarﬁitg
of Gt«t&%y Onmﬂﬂg 1960, Viii*lf’ﬁ P
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imewledge of the realities of the relatiomship., (3) To
provide a method of obtaining she attitudes of prospeetive
substitute parents on critical aspocts of the fester parent-
child relationship.

These three ebjestives were also regarded as pertinsnt
to the present study with substitute parents because, as
Fanshel® has indicated, there are ingredients in the situ-
ation of a substitute family that are not normally encountered
in Biological units,

On the basis of thelir research and persomal cbserva-
ticns of foster home activities at Astor Home, as well as a
survey of the literature, Dr. Ralph W, Colvin and the late
Joh Bohman svolved g fifty-six item sentance completion pro-
jeetive test of fester parent attitudes., (lLater imcreased to
fAirty«-abght itens by sdding two multiple-chotice items.) It was
aduinistered first to forty-four staff members of Astor tHome
and them to forty~five prospective rostsr methers and fathers.
The responses of the forty-four staff membors were classified
individually by each ¢of ten research climicians into ten or
less comtent categories of their own origin. These categories
were then assigned to two clinieians with instructions to

svolve four content categories and one etcetera category per

61 David Fanshel, ’Approachea t@ ‘amnurinw Adjuammant
in Adoptive Parents™, in CuantiSafiee Approachas to Parep
a%?; Rew York, Child y S agwn ol imeriesn, 19632,
P .
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item. VWhem this task wvas csmpleted, the origina) staff
ssntence cemplution respyonses were classified accerding to
these conmtent cstegories, with revisions of categories subse-
quently made wvhen distridutions were poor or an excess of ten
per et of regponsas fall inte the etcetera category. WNext,
e sentance completions of forty-five Astor Home foster howe
spplicamts were categorimed according to thess five content
categories per ltem, individunlly,” by two ether clinicians.
Interrater reif1adility coefficients wers compitted for each of
the Tifty-six items, by means ¢f Coben's Kappa coerfieiemt®?
of ‘the extent te whieh the percentage of agreement on the
dassifisations of ferty~five responses per item exceeded
chance sapsctation, «Revisions were then made in the responase
categeriss for Ywehty-five of :the ftems by 6til)l another puir
of relksarehers, vith Xappa cosfficients hgain computed, this
time vith somsiotently adequate iaterrater rellabdility. The
test vas noxt administersd 10 & nev population of thirty-two
sxperienced foster paremts, responses vere categorized, pre-
pertions of interrater agreemsnt wers computed, and further
revisions ia response categoriss‘made for geversl items, Am'éR
additionsl twemty foster psrents have since been tested apd ©1
thelr responses similarly worked upon, again with comsisbinntly
sdeguats interrater rellabllity.

Ay
62 Jacob Gohcn "A mrmeimt of urwm far Neminal
SRS e 9 Aty Vel. mg
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fhe population for the above sapples was drawn from
the Hew York region of the Unfted states. &ince tiw population
for the present study was to be drawn Irom the New Jersey-
Pennaylvenie region, some prellminsry studles were done to
propare the test for uge in that region and to guther some
norms vhereby %o judge the resulis of the present study. The
following section coniains en explanation of these studies.

&) Pilot 8tudy One.~ The Lolvin-Folusen Sentence
Senoletion Form was aduinistered to twenty-tbhree couples, six
of which were prospective foster parentis and seventeen were
exparienced foaster perents. They vere selected at random by
secial workers.. Bach eocuple {illed out fepasrate forms indepen~

dent of eamch other, "gensrally.at the same time, dul always
vithout comwunlicating thelir responses tu eseh other. All forms
ware unifora in the amount of spaee alloted for the responses,
There was no time linit te the epmpletion of the form, From
this ssmple, responses verc categerised hy the present writer
and a resesrch statisticion at Astor Homa. A gtalf session
wss then held with tworother’paychelosgists who worked on the
ariginal forms of the test.. Categories in which there had been
some question as Yo olavity werd then more clearly definsd. On
the basis of feegqueney of appearance in the new group, some
additionsl words were added to tho categories for classiiying
the -respense, Fo itenm was drppped as bainmg oo dirficult, This
process nade the categeries more readily wnderstarndebleé.to
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Judges not familiar with the construction of tie test as were
the vorkers at Astor lome., A copy of this present form is
in Appendix 3.

e) Pilot Study Two.- A second study was undertaken
immedintely. 8ixty experienced foster parents were adminis-
tered the } and thelr
respanses categorized hy the writer and two other psychologists

according to the revised categories from Pilot Study One.,
Interrater reliability coefficients were computed for eaeh of
the items by means of the Kappa coefflicient as developed by
Cohen, Three Kappas were obtained for each item. Perceatages
of agreement for each item between two of the judges were alsc
obtained. These data are presented in Appendix &, Ho items
were dropped from the test because of this study. The purpose
of ths study was to obtaim some dats on how foster parents
might be expected to answer the items s¢ that soms norms would
be avallable with which to compare tie responses of prospective
foster parents. The foster parents who filled out the form
for Pilet Study Twvo were considered by their social workers
to be sdeguate foster parents.

£) Pilot Study Three.~ The next¢ step was to sdminlis~
ter the test to two representztive samples of soter &nd
adoptive applicants from the areas under study. The Colvin-
] was adwinistered to sixty

foster parents. The ssme form was administered to sixty
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adeptive parents with one change in the formy that is, the
vord adoptive wvas substituted for the word foster whanever
npoRssary to meke the ferm appear exclusive for the use of
the adoptive parent. All applicants were invited to take the
test on & volumtary basis. . From those wiw were tested a -
proportion of the tests wvas salscted according-to the per~
centage of distributies of parenthood, ¥kat.is; on the basis
of unpubiished smmal reports and private diseussions vith
the departasat hepds of, the agencies isvolved, it was found
that nimsty per csnt af.the fostar paranis.vere already
biolegical pareats and ten per eont-vere childless and may or
sAY not bave sdopted & abhild previously, or, less Crequently,
it vas the seemd amarrisage for eas or doth of the applying
oouple with chdldren Lrom the past marriags but nons from the
present unicn. Ihe properticns fer adoptive ssuples vere in
reverss order; that is, ninely por-eent were shtldless, and
ten per cant mighthmve their own ebilderen or previcusly
sdopted children, o one meamber with children fron a previcus
mazzisge. N conkral Was exarted over any other faetoz. : Data
on $he persenal kistony of the mibjecte are conisined im
Appendix 5.

Tvo gomplete ratings were mmde on eash test. 7The
ndgap veme mumercus, each ons taking sections of the test and
e opp doing m&m ratings on the sams subjsct, In all, ten
AOFLAL WQNGATY WAL Master's degrees and tharee paychelégists
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served as judges. Kappa coefficlents were computed and are
presented in Appandix 6. Comparisons were made by the Chl
Square techmique and levels of signiticance obtained, These
data are pressnted in Appendix 7.

g) Motivation Statements.- With Pilot 3tudy One and
Pilot Study Two was also obtained a joint statement from the
application forms of the prospective parents which gave the
reason wuy they were requesting a ehild. The responses {rom
the two groups vere studied so as to guide the writer in the
formulations of hypotiwses concerning the existential needs.
They will be discussed at greater lemgth when the results from
the present study are discussed,

h) Items Relating tc Existential Heeds.- Thirteen
psychologists were given a copy ef the stimulus stems used in
the sentence completlion test and asked t¢ salect thoss ltems
which they thought might elicit a response relating to the need
te zo on existing into the fMature through one's pestarity. All
the judges agreed in tue solection of six of the items and
there wius seventy-Tive per cent agreement in the selection of
fifteen items., It seemed therefore that one eculd expeat the
test to yield data relating to the theery under atudy.

Therefore, by a series of steps, preparations were made
to enter into the present inveatigation, To sum up: & theorem
vas noted which needed to be put to experimentation, suitable
subjects were found and a tocl wes readied for the atudy,
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3. Basic Hypotheses,.

The investigator sought an answer to the specific
guestion, "Will there be significant relationships between the
responses given By groups of prospsctive foster perents and
prospective adoptive parsnts to items of a sentence completion
test which require projection into the future when ‘those items
eliecit responses related %o progeny or work?" The answer was
also sought to a second question, "Will there be signiffcant
relationships betwasn tho motivstionsl statements of these two
groups of substitute parents if tielr statements are categorized
according to Muttin's three lavels of psychic life?™

The basic hypotheses wvere:

1. Significant relationships would be found between
the responses of prospective foster and adoptive parents on
items of s sentence ocompletion test which required projection
into the future and elicited responses related to progeny or work.

2. ignificeant relationships would be found between
the statements of prospective foster and adoptive parents vhen
their motivational statements were categorised according to
the three lavals of psychic life ss postulated by RHuttin,

The gemwral sub-hypotleses were &3 follows:

1. 8ignificant relationships would be found between
responses of two groups of substitute parents on items of =
sentencs sompletion test when those ftems were related to
disterence in agency orientation for the two groups of substitute
parents.
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2. No significant relatiensnips would be found between
responses of two groups of sudbstitute parents on items of &
santence completion test vhen those items ware related to
general child knowledge or orisntation.

3. 8igaificant relationships would be found between
reaponses of twe groups of subatitute parents on ftems of s
sentsnce completion test whem those items were related to
parental oriemtation with respect to experience in raising
progeny



CHAPTER II
BXPRRINSNTAL DESION

The procodures followed in conducting sn experiment to
test the hypothesis propused in the preceding chapter sre pre-
santed in this chapter. It begins with a desoription of the
subjects used in the experiment, en sxplanatien of the areans
from which they were selected, and gives the procedures in
the selection of the subjecta. This is frllowed by an explana-
tion of the matehing for sceioceconomie lavel and ages; as well
as statements concerning the mumber of years married, the
amount of sehoecling, and the racisl, cultural snd religious
backgrounds of the subjects, Information for these vital
statistice vas obtained from a Persomsl Data form which wvas
filled out by s social worker wvho precured the data from the
agency's record on the applicants, 4 copy of thias form is in
Appexdix C.

The discussion of the subjects is followed by a desorip~
tion of the tools of the experiment with respect to raticmale,
items, reliability and walidity. The procedures for the
administration of the test 13 then presented and a description
¢f the scoring methods follews. The chapter concludes with
an explanation of the statisticel operations and the elaboration

of specific sub-hypotheses.
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1. The Subjects of the Experiment.

Two groups of subjects were compared in this study.
One group vas comprised of sixty smerried couples who weare
bicloglical parenits. 7ihey were also prospective foster parents
who had applied to a socisl ageéncy for & child to be placed
in their care on a temporary basis.

The other zroup was comprised of sixty married couples
who were childless. They were alac prospsctive adoptive
parents who had applied to a soclal agency for a child to be
placed in their care on & permanent dbasisz in order to legally
adopt the child as their cwn,

Except for the difference with regpect to the blalogi-
cal parenthood, these two groups were sllke in their desire
to have & child placed in thelir care, and alike, too, in the
fact that thay had no previous experience with foster or
adoptive children. The considerations given to the control of
the groups with respect to othar variables are explained in the
following sub~topics,

&) Territorial Areas Covered by the :tudy.- Three
sgencies coopersted in the study, namely, the Catholic Welfare
Buresu of Trenton, Hevw Jersey; the (atholie .Jocial Agency of
Philedelphin, Pennsylvaniaj snd the Cetholie Charities Bureau
of Harrishurg, Pennsylvanisa, The subjects dravwn from thisz
astropelitan ares were considered as living in a comperatively
homogonoous milleu with respect to sogliaml, cultursal and weconomic
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fectors since the boundary line of Trenton wag adjacent Lo
Philadelphia and the boundary line of hiladelphla adjacent
te that of Harrisburg.

[t might be parenthetlicelly added here that while the
eombining of agencies in one study is relatively new in praec~
tice, its sdvantages are causing the idea 1o mest with wider
appirroval. From the viewpoint of national interest, studies
of this type are of particular valua.’

b) The welection of the Subjects.- In eschi of the
three cooperating sgencles there was 8 supervisor with a
Haster's dpgree in soclial work who szsumed responsibility for
the propar ezscutlon ¢f the resesrch project, Uader their
direction vorkers were imstructed and trained in the method of
adainistering the test and In the obtaining of the pertinent
infermation. While avery attempl vas made to antecedently
gontrol for variables whicon might influwence the atndy, a fow
emergency states did occur by the sudden death of one of the
supervisors and some unexpected gchanges in persconel. Although
testing vas contliousd during these crises, new workers muade &n
occasionsl mistake in the sdmimistering of the test end the
protocols had to be rejected, 7his type mistake couvurred tvice
with foster parents and tbree times with adoptive parents.

1 & topic discussed with the writer by Hr., James
Cumiskey, Exeoulive Sepretary, Compity Programs Committes,
Ehti%mgg Institute of Mental Bealih, Bethesds, Meryland, at
the First Anmual Conference on Foster Cars for Emotionally
pisturbed Chlldren, Detroit, "Hchigan, Pebrusry 29, 198b,
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Every prospective foster and sdoptive couple eligible
for the study was invited tc fi1ll out the sentence completion
form. Two foster and four adoptive couples declined the
invitation because of anxiety engaendered by the possibility
that their responses might determine their acceptance o9F re-
Jection by the agency, although they had been reassured that
the form was in no way involved with their application. They
vere not told that applicents were only invited to tske the
test vhen the workers could be reascnably certain that the
applicanmts would bes aeccepted &3 substitute parents,

When less than fifty per cent of the fifty-sight items
in the form vers completed by the subjects it was considered
as inadegquate and tuorefore was rejected, Two of the foster
forms and three of the adoptive forms were rejected on this
basis.

In all, there ware sixty-eight foster couples end
seventy~six adoptive eouples who rilled out the sentence
completion form, In the matching process twe foster and six
sdoptive protocols were drepped., 'Thus, due to refusals, rejec-
tiong, errors in administration and the matching process, the
final mumber of cases used in the study were sixty foster
couples and sixty adoptive eouples, a total number of 240 sub-
Jects with 120 in eacn group of substitute parents.

The time covered by the study extended over sn
sightesn month period., This was due to two factors, that is,
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the rate of applications was ipdeterminate and uncontrollable,
and, secoxdly, the length of time needed to f1ll ocut the
form, togethior with the requirement that the couple {41l it
out independently of eech other, frequently necessiteted the
making of an extra appointment in order to accomplish the
task. In general, the subjlects were not only graciously
obliging but were deeply interested in the procedure, It is
considered that their responses vere gemiinz and represents-
tive of their opinions.

¢) The satching for Lueiseconomic and Educational
Factors.- Since thes mothers in the study could not be om-
Played outside the home, only the fathars' ocoupation could
be used to estimate the soclosconomic level of the family.
lHowever, in this study, an index of social position was ob-
tained for esch substitute father which combined his ocoupa-
tional and educationsal level. It is known as the Jwo Factor
Lo ,3 and 13 p statistical measurs
developed to provide an objective procedure to estimate the

positions individual ocoupy in the status structure of soclety
in the United Btates. 7The weights given to the factors of
occupation and sducation were determined by multiple correleation
technigques and the Index was validated by the use of factor
analysis.

2 August B. Hollingshesd, Ty@ FRatc
Eﬂm’ New Haven, Conn., August B. H
Pe
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Table I itats the distribution of prospective foster
and adoptive fathers' combined occupationsl and educational
level as measured by the I
The classifications were determined in the following amsanner,
The scoupations and amount of education werae listed In random
order. Lists of these were given tov three Jjudges who made
independent Judgments for the clasaification of each gccupe~
tion and the level of education. The three ratings were
then compared. Where the Jjudgments of the raters vere not
in wvmanimous agreemant, the eriterion of selection was the
sgrosment of two out of three, There was no instance of a
classification where all three raters disagreed.

As shown in Teble I, the two groups of fathers were
equally distributed with respect to the different social
classes, Class I being considered as the highest and Class V
as the lowest in social position. While the majerity of cases
gre in Class IV, fifty per cent of the cases fall in upper
c«lasses,

d) Ages.- 8Since the existentlial needs may operate
with different degress of intensity at different age levels,
it waz considered requisite Yo control for the ages of the

two groups. Table II presents the ages of the groups in mesn
years, as well a5 the mean ages of the foster sOThers versus
the edoptive mothers and the Toster fathers versus the edopliive
fathers.
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!‘lbl. Iu“'

E:m Range of Com~ Foster Adoptive
»e puted Scores Yathers Fathers

I 11-17 6 6
n 18-27 11 1
111 20843 13 13
Iv W60 27 27
4 61-77 3 3

e i 4 8 1 et A M 0
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Table I1,-

Moan Years, Standard Deviations and Results of L Tests for
Signiticance of Afu for the Prpspective Fes and
‘ dcptive Parents.

Subjects “an Years ab pitr, %
Poster Parents 32.80 5«39 " 66
Adoptive Pareats 32,31 620 )
Foster Fathars 3,13 5420
1.1} 1.@3
Adoptive Pathers 33.02 3,73
Pester ¥othars 108 29
3. Ne i T,

AMoptive tothaes 31.9% .79

e B v e LT Ao oAb iA e e i S iy g7 A S o A . L U e A A AP 5, B P 4 A A O i S S M 1 - P A ALY D AN
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The rsage of ages for the foster parents was from
tventy~ons to forty-twe yesrs, and the range of ages for the
adoptive parents wvas from tweaty-eight to foriy-seven yoars
inclusive., Results of the § tests revesled no significant
difference between the groups.

e) Educational Level.- Although the educational level
of the fashsrs was controlled for in the Jxg Pactor Jof..
2L doclal Fosipios, » separate .account of ths edusstion level
is presanted in order tc provide data for the foster and
adoptive mothers. ZIakls 11l pressnts ths mscan years in school
ror the twe groups of substitute parents, as well as the mean
yoars in salnol for foster fathers versus adoptive fathers
and foster mothers versus adoptive mothers. 7The range of
years in aciwel was from 3ix to eightesn years for the foster
parents and from seven to twenty-ons years for the adoptive
parents, Results of the § tests revealad no significant
difference batween the groups,

f) Bumber of Years Marriod.- Ais it was not comsidored
pertinent v the study, no contrcl vas made for this variable.
The mean years of married life for the foster parents wus
10,66, with & standard deviation of %.9% and a range of .71
to 15.61 yeers, The mean years of married liife for the
adoptive perents was 6,16, with a stendard deviation of 3.(2
and a range of 5.16 to 11.10 years,
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Table 1IX.~

Mesn Years, Standard Deviations and Besults of § Tests for
s&wdmm of Muaber of Years in dchool for the
Prospective Foster and Adoptive Parents.

Mubjects “ean Years &b pift, X
alinsusamte o
Foster m 12.22 1,% 32 71
Adoptive Parents 13400 39 ) |
Foster Pathers 12.60 2.18

il 1.1%
Adoptive FPathers 13.%70 1.
Foster .others 11,88 1.33

.53 &7

Adoptive Moghers i2.38 2.31
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The trends noted in Tables 1X and 111, and in the
statistics on the mumber of years of marrisge, indicate that
adoptive parents tend to be younger in age and to be married
& shorter length of time than foater paremts, but to have &
greater amount of schooling than the foster ;:rents. linese
facts have been comuistently reported in the literature for
many sears, but with graster differsnces than found in t:ds
study. 7The anelysis msde Ly ﬂv-.1a13 in 1963 of prospective
foster parents anplying at the Catiuolie coelal Agency in
#hiladelphia revosied a rise in the level of edueation o
foater parents together with a concomltent deercase 1a their
mean age and tue yeurs of serrisge. Verbsl reperts of other
social workers confirm these fiandings end, in adaigsion, stute
that the pev type foster jarent manifests great 2eel and
enthusliesa for the task sasuned in caring for ancther's chiid.
It iz believed that & musber of thess kind of {oster parents
are included in the present study and, AL so, would sxplain
why differences betwsen the groups with respect to age and
efucation sre not found to be significant.

€) Recial, Cultural and Religious Bsokground.- all
the subjeets in the study were white and et lemst one mumber

3 Bister Cheries Elleen erw&wy, AR : &l
A sl Ihdrtr-Five Aopllopnts 4 by Ll
Satueide Charities of the x‘.mw%m. Y il laged i ds JEnueT:
TR A unyu*liahnd éa.'ﬁ tmﬂﬂ pruawnt&ﬁ b0 the

#i'ifﬁﬁ Univeralty Bouoel of aawiﬁl Service, New Tork, 195G,
«“78 Da
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of sach esuple Was & member of the HRoman Cathelie Churah. The
subjesss vers applicants at sgencies which plased only
Cathelic ohildren and raguired, therefore, Cathelic parents,
Occasionally a Catholic married to a non~Catholic would apply
for a child and be accepted. aApproximately two or three out
of a hupdred applicants were of this typs. In this study,
there wers two such couples in eack group,

With but three exceptions, &ll subjects of this study
were born in the United Stateos and came from & varied back-
ground of mationalities with no one nationslity dominent,

The exceptions vere an adoptive couple who were born in
8cotland and a foster wother who was born in Itely. Every
type of Burepsan nationality was represanted in the cultural
background, with no other continemtal representation bayond
Anerieca,

2. The Teols of the Experiasnt,

The direct relatiosshipy between the appropristencis
of selecting objective messures for screening foster parents
as & means of solving problems concorning the persomality
development of children is explained by Colvin's somvietion
thats
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1f we conceive of & disordered and uon-productive

perszonulity as the resultant of the unfavorable

comuerce between & blological given and its soclsl

milieu, it 18 only consistent that we likewise con-

ceive of mental heaith a3 o mnrnkfnvorahlo resultent

of biologicsl and soelal forces,
Therefors research ought te be conducted with foster paremts
as a positive step in the determining of how to combine the
blological given of s disturbed chkild to the social milieu of
rfoster parents in & manner productive of mental heslth for all

parties involved in the situation.

' was develop~
ed in 19%9 within the {ramework of self-concept, needs and
interperscnal relaticenships, with the intention of objectifying
the attitudes of prospsctive foster parents on dimensions
deemed important for thelr selection as substitute parents. 1In
ita present forw, the tast consists of {ifty-elght sentence
completion stimulus steas, two of which are of the multiple-
cheice type. The nunber of eaiagaries derived for essoh stem
ranges from four to ailx ws follows: there ere twenty steus
with b categories, thirﬁy»faur stems with 5 categories snd two
steus with & categories. One of the multiple-cholce steus
offers two cholces and the othwr offers siz choices. The last
category in the other [ifty-slx items 18 an etcetera category
for all responsez wulch 4o not it the other oategories and

includes steas left unanswered,

Parent attitude Test®, in Yuant] pe o Do
delection, New York, Child Wel

t&rw"a&ﬂua¢ni &ﬁmriam,JXQ:E, polil,
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The test is planned to serve five functions. It may
be given teo soclal workers to explore their concepts of
foster parents. It may he used to study needs, or to identifty
areas of conllict in foster parents, to assess thelr attitudes
and to enable them to project theamselves into their Miture
roles as substitute parents,

a) Relisbility.~ Ais previcusly explained in Cnapter I,
reliability 1is established tnrough the keppe coeflficlent and
both Pilot _tudy Cne and Pllot Study Two eonfucted by the
wPiter establizhed furtner reliabiliey for the lnstrument te
be used in this study. lany quelified soclal workers hsve
been involved in the reting procedures and all heve commented
that they had no difficulty im making discriminstions bhetween
the cetegories, kappa coefficients ebtained [{rom the ratings
of these judges have been consistently high and uniform. How-
ever, the instrument is still considered as & resesrch tocl
and, 1f future studies pcint out en srea for correction in g,
adeguate steps will be taken tc make the necessary adjustments.

b) Validity.~ Several) walidity studles ure in pro-
cess. The major concern witn estlablishing velidity of tae
instrusent evolves around the need for generslly sccepted
criteria by which to Judge the adequacy of substitute .z -ents
on the basis of thelir success with the children placed in
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their care. ‘e Dohrenwends® enelysls has demonstratec tiat
the problem of validity is particularly escute vhere rescerchers
heve to report relations between snciocultural factors and
psychologicoanl disorder, twe factors which are, a2 Colvin noted,
alsc fnvolved in the atudy of substitute parents insofar us
they are atteumpting to care or disturbed chiluren, or «ven
o develop the personslity of s ¢hild,

Furthersore, before any measzure of asdsqQuacy &ay be
applied to zubstitute pareants they must have suificient time
%o prove their ability snd, in the ustter of reising s child,
sere than & year may be mneeded. 450, 83 far s valldity is
concernead Colvin6 reports extensive and intensive study telng
given to the problen of defining adeguacy, e« well as on-
going research with groups of foster parents to be Jjudged at e
appropriate time. The agencles cooperating in this present
study nLave also expressed «lllingness to participate in valics~
ticn studies, s follow-up work on the current study.

Hovwever, the validity of an instrument to predict the

success or fsilure of & Beleetion in substitute parents, i

5 Bruee i'. Dohrenwend and aarbara snell Uohrenwend,
“The Problem of Validit/ in Fiald tudios of Faychologicel

VEEIFY o 1 A Voli. . NQ. i
1565, 5. §2-65, ’ o '
lacezen SR8, Research P
*--~ btatu p

United State muc m;n.ml _crviga, pgatiomlnlnsutute of
fuman Deve Lpmen GEress eport:s af !ﬂy’
1963 and Beptember 1964, 50 p.
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not fully established, would not neceasarily mitigcate against
the use of an instrument to test for the existence of a need.
Previous studies had demonstrated the instrument's value as
an indicator of needs., In eddition, it contained both direct
and indirect forms of stimulus stems, the responses - which
would provide an opportunity to study the thres levels of
paychic life ea postulated by Nuttin,

The work of Ztri/ also had identified o number of
genaeral and more structursl categoriss which could be applied
to most or &l the responses given in the form, Axong these
were the frequent incidences in use of such words as "love”,
shome', “giver, “teke ', glong with reference to sell, cthers
and family, as well as statements of impersonal, abstract or
spiritusl nature., Thue, it eppesred ticzt the ior~ would
previde saterisl to measure Nuttin's theory of existential
needs in an objlective way.

¢) Motlvetion itatements. These are statesents made
by the foster sand adoptive couples at the time of thelr
epplication to the agency. They are recorded in the files of
each couple. Coples of these statements were procured in

order to compare & combined motivetion statement with the

7 Glorie Caroline utri,
moariac 110 S k. E Siid R
Yoy | e 3
e _LasGus 2 o

hlishndzdastar's thesis‘presen od to»the oraham Gniver-
sity School eof Jcocisl Service, Hew York, 19%9. vi-856 -,
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individual responses made by each sapplicant on the sentence
completion form to ftems 12 and 16, Item 12 requires a first
persen singular response in giving the resson for wvanting e
ckild, and item 16 is an indirect form of stimmlus stem re-
quiring a rosponse as to why most foster or adoptive people
take in & onild.

Ratings ol these three statesents were mede by three
Judges, independent of sach other. One Judge was a psychologist,
the other two were soclel workers, all three having z “Bster's
degree in tualr special field. The ratings werse categorized
according to Huttin's three levels of paychic life, that is,
there was & category for biclogical newds, a second cne for
paycho-gocial needs and 2 third one for existential or spirituel
needs, as well as an etceters category for non responses or
responses whiech did net it lnte the other thres,

3. Progedures.

The sentence canyletion form was filled in personally
by each prosptetlvu :autar end pdoptive parent without consul-
tation with each other, There was no time liait to the
completion of the form. The printed instructions were as
followm

This form 18 being ziven to persons interested in

the wvelfare of ehildren., Its purpose is to study the
fesl and thoughts of people concerning cuildren in

private home paﬁuaumum.
Thnre are fifty~-ei .. items,
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In two of the Ltews you will be amked to rank &
series of responses. hwe remeining items are sen-
t‘nnos Ln aund af cmm»letieu. Raud sach itenm and

hen you mnm Ministed you are unwwaged to
include, on the last pﬁt any cuomsents which come
to mind oonceraing y pRTents, or this form,
about the rwl s and t.zwughts of pwpl& mtarmted
in the welfare of children.

Thank you for your cooperstion.

All forms were unifora in slge and in the smount of
space alloted for each respgonse. After completion, the forms
were ccded, the Parsonal Dats ibeet wms filled cut and the
Yotivation Statement written on theback of it. The completed
protocols were then forwarded to the writor by asil. Tlhe
writer Lad lnitieted tiwse procedures by o previcus visit $o
each agency to consult wito the supervisors apnd te uold s
stalf conferencs on tie @wetiwds of procedusre. Interest in
L@ researcu veas bigh and the workers were consclentious in
their endeavous to follow the correct procedure. “he writer
slso administered the form to some of the applicants during

these visits,
b, souring lethods.

In this method, ench Item is scored individuelly and
placed 1in the sppropriste category fuvs that fiem, . response
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that doea pot rit into any of the enumeruted cetegories goes
into the atcetere category.

A I Agresment is cbtained by taking the mmber of re-
sponses put into the same category by both Judges, dividing
it Uy ¥, the total number of responses categorizsd, and aul-
tiplying it by 1CC to get 4t into percentage form.

The Rappa coeificlient 18 an Index of "agresment beyound

cL.ange", and tuus is a measure of rellisbility. It was develoy-
ed by Dr, Jesob Cohen of W,Y.U.,” gnd 1s used here instesd of
8 contingency coef{icient timt might ordinarily be used. This
is tho nethod employed at the research center where the inatru-
ment was developed. The Keppa cowificlient is obtalned by the
following formule:

U Coleny ORa. ke



EXPERIMENTAL DESION 57

for exemple:
SURGE. L
Catagory Catagory Cstegory Category
1 2 3 Y
C&ﬁgicri £ €1,1) =(8))
é Cat;aory ¥ (2,2) 25(32)
9 st
; Ctt;g@ry # (3,3) Ei(ﬁé)
Catogory F(n | s
o
= (4Ay) PN TY E(Aﬁ = (Ay) s Total

Pg ® F 1,0 *F 2,2+ F 3,3 +} bl
=Trtal

=
P,

(=4) & * GAl) €020 0 (EA-Q Ghq) * (EM,) E=8,)

sa?atnl

wWhere ¥ (1,1) means # of respoases agreed upon by both Judges
tc fail into cetegory 1

(h1) 2 Gum of tie responses cuitegorized by Judge 4
into category 1

(Bi) % Sum of the mwagwnama categorised by Judge B
inte cntegory
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The follovwing comparisoms vere made by the Chi Square
techunique:

1. Foster Parents vs. Adoptive Parents

2. Foster Fathers vs, Adoptive Fathers

3. Foster Mothers vs. Adoptive Mothers
For example:;

Iten Moo

Categories
1 2 3 b
b o
Adoptive tained <a
Poster r' °|b"d >F
23 =2 =3 =h N fong + SF
=] + =2

=53 + =k

Expected value in call 1A 3,(3)1@)_
Expected value in cell 2F = gn'gu
X’ zw-o)

Degrees of freedom = (r-1) {e~1)
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In conclusion, the experiment was designed to test twe
mll bypotheses stated as follows:

1, There is no significent relaticnship found betwesn
the responses of prospective foster and adoptive parents on
fifteen items selected zs pessible indicators of the existentisl
need to extend oneself into the future eithar through progeny
or work, vher those items regquire projection into the future
and e¢lieit responses related to progeny or vork,

2, There is no significant relationship found betwesn
the statements of prospective foster and adoptive parents when
their statements sre¢ categorized according to Nuttin's three
levelis of psyehic life,



CHAPTER 11X
PREBENTATION OF RESULTS

The ratings obtained from the sentence completion tests
and the motivational statements vere trested im the following
steps: (1) the frequency distridbution for each of the cate~
gories on every item was obtained; (2) the per cent of agree-
ment between the two retings on eacn item was estimated; (3)
Eappa coefficisnts of reliability wvere computed for the two
groups of subsutut.‘mmtn and (%) comparisons of the
obtained frequencies were made by the Chi Square teckmique and
levels of significance obtained. Comparisons were made in
three ways: betweosn the foster and adoptive couples; between
the foster and adoptive fatlwrs; and between the foster and
sdoptive mothers,

The results of these trestments are presented in this
chapter under the hesdings of Keppe Coefficlents of Reliability,
Chi Squares, Xetivational Statements, and Results Obtained on
the Other Items. The rav dete for all the itexs are presented
in A;:Mix e

For the Chi Gquare computations cne rating vas used
of the two ratinge muce on each ltewn. Ihe selection vas made
by taking the first rating mmde for all the odd-mumbered items
and the second reting made for all the even~munbersd items.
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l. Kappe Coeftvicients of lLieliabliity,

Table IV presents the frequency distrlbutiocns, per cent
agreement between the two ratings on each item and the obtelned
Ssppa coefficients o rellabllity for tie foster couples., Of
immediate note is the fact that the ccefficlents o. rellability
are consistently high on all the items. An explsnation of tils
resuit 1. offered on the basis of three fectors: first, a
pilot study had served tc clarily the ~ategories ac thet they
would be mutually exclusive ani tuereby faciliitate the eclassi-
fication of responses; sscond, (ce raters were carefully
selected and highly qualified to make the ratings; anc t:ircly,
the etcetera estegory for each item served the function of
catehing all respomses wilich 4id not fit into the otrer cate-
gories, Further elaboration will be made on tne thir.
explagation.

a) “he nteetera Catlegor;.- A rating is made for this
category vhenever 4 response to an item is not Jound to (it
into 2. other more predise catezorles, or whenaver the item
uss besn left blank., The sdvantages of an etcetera category
are several, It prevents the other cetegories from belng
over reted by dublous responses., It helps to maintain an egual
4 vetween the numbers of ratings and the number of responses,
for statistieal purposes. Finally, it serves as an indiemtor
for the sdequaucy of the other categeriss to differentiste

between reEponses.
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T.ble IV-"’

Frequency Listributions, Per Cent igrecment and Kappe Coefficients
of Reliability of Two Ratings for Responses of FProspective
Foster Parents to Items of the Sentence Completion Test
Related to ixistentlial lseds,

Azreement
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2 76 26 o 13 1
1 29 71 16 9 9C
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12 1 5 3& 17 11 1 B8 o2
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b 62 39 3 1
16 1 65 25 0 29 1 oSt .33
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2 §% 22 o 3 8
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26 1 (" 26 & 1. 21 o o B85
» i BRIETC L
5 P 09
3¢ % Eé 22 § Eg 7 Yo 52
- > 6 272 ¢ A ¢ ) )
Lé 1 32 6 26 W9 ” « Gl .92
Z 3z 5 2 51 &
57 1 72 20 B ff R} Bl
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It is this latter point which is emphasized in the
analysis of the results obteined in this study. WwWhen the
percentage of etcetors responses &eoounts for a large part of
the per cant sgrecuent between the twe ratings then there 4o
Justification for the questioning of a coefficient of rellebility
wvhieh is derived from the per cent sagreement, Though the Judg~
ments of the raters may be wvelid in t:iat they agree t. place
2 response in the etcetera categery, a higzh per cent of re-
sponses s¢ placed indicates tnst the item is nnt providing an
adequate category, or that snother additional eategory is needed
for the item,

With reference to Table IV, it was antecedently expect-
ed that the fostar couples would have a minimum of their re-
sponses placed in the eloeters category since the ftems were
spocificanlly categorised Tor use with foster parents amd a pil ¢
study had gerved to alarify the catsegories for use with the
Toster psrentz of this present study. A review of Table 1V
shows t:at there 18 but one item where there is an excess of
ratings ia the etretera category, nsmely, item ¥7. iz finding
suggests that there aay be a need Lo refine tie categories of
itexs 7. It furcher indicates the nwed for saution in inter-
preting the results obtained on this particuler item, az the
quotients of the etcetera category may influence the Thi Squere
chisined, and conssguently the level of signmificance,



PRESENTATION Ck bowld 16 6k

sable V presents the freq..necy distridbutions, pzr cent
agrecaient between tue ratings on ench item and the oLtalined
Fapps caefficients of reliability for the adoptive couplus,
antecedently, it was oxpected that the asdoptive eouples could
have & high frequency for responses placed in the etcetere
category. .nis expeciation was dus to the fact Lhat the
sentence completion test had been mocdified {ur use Ly the “dop-
tive couplcs through the changin: of one word only., n the
items sclcvcted as Indicutors of exdisiuntial nwuds, however,
tuere 13 only one whwre the gadoptive couples have an excass of
responses piaced 1n Lne etceters cate.ory and thet 1s on itesn
5.0 Apparenily the remsining fourteen items provided adeguate
categorles for the rating <! the aioptive couples'! responses,

+5 & result ol Uils observaticn osn the items fur the
adoptive couples cautloen iz eadvised in .. interpretation ol
results for item 5. by observing how much weight is carried by
the guotients cobtalned from the eteeters cate.wry. .t is
further advised that 1 this itew 18 to be used to adoptive
parents ancilher calegory mey be needed or the pcesent ones
nwed refinement,

ihe etcetera .ate, . ry, tawroefore, had served to intlomic
that two 0! the fifteen ftems for exlstentiml needs elleited
responsez that could not be readily Judged to it the prescent
group ol cetegories (v toe itema, 1hLis Munction o the

eteeters catagory iz an lmportent one,
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Table V.-

Froquenc{inutrimuom, Per Cent Apreement and Kappe Coefficients
of Reliability of Two Ratings for Reaponses of Prospective
Adoptive Parents to ltems of the Sentence Completion est
Related to Existentia)l Weeds,
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The Kappas ccefficients of reliabllity, as reported in
Tables IV and V, are the refined ones obtained sfter a check
for possible bias on the part of the raters. With one excep-
tion, all those who partieipated in the rating procedure rated
appreximately the same number of items. The ons exception wes
the experimenter who contributed to about fifty per cemt of
the jwigments made on one complste set of retings. While this
procedure had been deemed satiafactory since the experiamenter's
ratings vere being paired wityu many other raters, 1t was de-
cided, as a double check for bias and the eveluations of the
ratings, to obtain a second rating on the existential items
vwith whick to chesk the first ratings.

The outsida rating was sccomplished ty a group of ten
raters. Hine of those reters had Hester's degrees in social
vork and one vas a teacher with a2 Master's degree in Spanish,
Three of this group of raters had assisted in the former ratings
but care wvas sxercised that they did not rate the same items
again. The remaining sevoen raters vere nev ones,

Comparisons of the mew ratings with the original ratings
revealed very slizht fluctuation in the agreement among the
judges, no more than that of chance fluctuation. On some 1teams
the agreement remained identical. No changes were made im the
original ratings except for those of the experimenter when 1t
was noted that a response had obviously been placed in the
incorrect category. As s result, the per cent agremment on
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some items was lovered amd, consequently the coefficlent of
reliability was also lovered., However, as can be observed in
Tables IV and ¥V the coefficients are still relatively high
and give assurance of their dependability by resson of the
added scrutiny ef the ratings. It is siso considered that, to
a certain extent, the extra check for bilas and reliebility
provided some evidence of validity for the items,

2. Chi Squares.

Table VI presents the Chi squares and lavels of signi-
ficance obtalned f{rom comparisons ¢! responses sade by prospec-
tive foster and sdoptiwe parents te tiose items of the sentence
completion form whiek were selected as possidble indicators
for the existence of & need to extend orwselfl into the future
sichar through progeny or work. OfF ths fifteen items there
are thirtesn with a P of 0} or higher. 7The mull hypothesis
is therefore rejected for ths thirtean items. 7Two items have
e P less than .C% and the null hypothesis 13 accepted for them.
4 brief comment iz made of the individusl ftems.

Item 3.~ The number of responses placed in the
stecetera category for this item was Just short of being in
excess of ten per cent of the total number of responses. A
study of the quotients from which the Chi Square was obtained
showed that the size of the Chi Square was largely dus to the
weight of quotients from cstegorties 1l and 3. The Chi square
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Degrees of Frevdom, Chi SGquares sn: Levels of Lignificance
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and the resultant P were not unduly influsnced by the etceters
cktegory and the mull hypothesis was rejected on the basis of
a P of .0C1,

Item 6.~ Differences between the expected and obtained
frequencies were great im three of the five cotegories and
resulted in large Chi Bguares for each of tie three comparisons,
The P of 001 justified the rejection of the mull hypothesis.

Item Y.~ A& with ftem 6, differencesbetween the expect~
ed and odtained frequences were gresat on tiree categories fer
all three comparisoms. On the basis of a2 P of .CCl for the eom-
bined groups of parents and the fathers' groups, and a P of .01
gor the mothers' groups the mmll hypethesis was rejected.

Item 12,~ A P of 00l for both the combined groups of
parents and the fathers' groups, and a P of .71 for the mothers'
groups, led to s rejeetion of the mail hypothesis.

Item 1%, A number of responses placed in the etceters
category wes barely below an excess of ten per eent for the
adoptive group of psrents. The guotients for this category,
however, totaled omly .15 of the Chi Square of 22,1i. The P of
001 was eonsidersd relisble for the eombined 'roup and likewise
the P of .02 for the fathers snd the P of .Cl for the mothsrs
Justified the rejection ¢f the null hypothesis.

Item 16.- In this item the category frogquencies, with
the sxeeption of a low nuaber of responses placed in the etceters
category, showed great differences between the expeotesd and
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obtained fregusneies for all three comparisons, Ths resultant
iarge Chi dquares with Ps of ,001 Justified the rejection of
the mull hypothesis.

Item l8.~ Cemparigons for both the cozbined greups of
parents and the fathers'® groups yroduced larze Chi Syguares
with Ps of 1,001, The mothers' groups just missed the .02 level
and vere placed in the .C% lesvel of significance, Results
justified the rejection of the mill hypothesis.

Item 19.- Comparisons for beth the combined groups of
parents and the.mothers' groups produesd large Ch!i Squares vith
Ps of .C0l. Tho.fathers' zroups Just missed the .n"1l level
and were placed in the .01 level of significamce. Results
Suatitied: the rejecstion of the null hypethests,

Item 3v,- %Pempariscasfor the eombined groups of parents
resulied . 48 a P of ,001 while the comparisens for the fathers'
groups and for the mothers' groups resulted in a P of 01 for
esch type of esmparison. The mull hypothesis was thesrefore
rejesssd,

Iten 26.- Comparisens for both the combined groups of
parents and the mothers' groups resulted in a P of 001 PThis,
togethey with a P of .62 i’n the fathers' groups, 'lad te's
rejestion of the mull hypothesis.

Item 29.~ On this item the'sxpedted and obtained fre-
guoncies were almost sgusl in‘all categeries for all thwes:
comparisons, The low Chi Bguarses which resulted feiled to
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produce & P less tlan .20, The mill hypothesis was therelore
upheld for this item,

From a theoretical viewpoint, the responses elioited
by this Stem were related to the cogmon worries shared by all
parsnts in caring for children and a minimal differentiation
would be the expee¢ted.

Itewm 30.- There waz grester luctuailon betwean the
expected and obtained Irequencies on tiis item, but not
ensugh for the three ocomparisons to produce a2 P loss than .20,
Therefors the mill bhypothesis was &ccepted,

From a thsoreticel viewpoint, the responses ellcited
by tals item were related to the meaning of marrisge for the
subjeots themselves, upon which they shared common egreemsnt,
and therefors s minimal ¢iffersntistion would be the expected,

Iten Wb~ Compariscns for both the combined groups o
parents and Ww mothers' groups produced ilerge Chi Sguares with
Ps of 001, and the fathevs® groups had & P of .Gl. The mal
hypotbesis was therelore rejected for this iten,

itema 57.~ On the basis of & P of ,00L obtained ror
combined groups of parents, and Ps of .01 for both the fathers'
snd motuers' groups the null hypotliesis wes rejected. Coution
iz advised in the interpretaticn of the resulits singe the
gustients obteined from tie etoeters cuategory sccounted fur
@ore than sweniy-thres per cent of the obtained Chi dguere,
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Item %U.- Un the hasis of Ps of .0CL for the cowubined
groups of parents and the .atbers' .o ups, 88 vell us 8 1 of
+L1 for the mothers' groups the mull lypoluosls was rejected.
Aguin, ceution is adviged in tie interpretstion of resulis
ginee the guotients obtalned from the etoelera valegory
accounted [or over thirty-seven par cent of the oltained (i
SQUAPEe .

In sumnery of these resulte on ohtained Chl Hquare
and the levels of signiflicence it 13 stated that thirteen of
of the fifteen items uave revesled significant relationsiiips
between the groups of prospective rfoster and adopltive parents.
The muill hypothesis wes rejected for these thirteen items, For
two other items the null hypothesis was accepied since the
obtalned P did not reach a level of signifieance of ,05 or
less., Twe items “or which the null nypothesls was rejected
ghoulé be interpreted with caution beceuse of Liv excessive
percentage of responses placed in the stcetery category whick
resulted in quotisnts that grestly Iinfluenced the saize of ihe
Chi S¢uayre obtulned.

3., Hotivetionel 3Ztatements.

Teble VII presents the freguency distributions, per
cent agresment and Kappe coefficients of reliability for
prospective foster and sdoptive couples on three motivationsl
statoments, These statements consist of: 1) the combined
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Table VII.~

Fr:} Distributions, Fer Cent esent and Kappa Coef{ficlents
: ity for ﬂoi&vlstnntl Statenents made by Prospective

Foster (Fo) and Adoptive (Ad) Parents and Categoriszed

Aecording to Nuttin's Three Levels of Paychie Life.
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& otivational statements made by each couple,
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statement (X) made by the couples at Lie time of thedr ep.lica-
tion in response to the inguiry ss to wuy they wish a chlldy
2) the statement in answer to item 12 of the sentence completi.n
test vhlclh i3 formulate. in the lost person singular as to the
resson for wanting &« child; and 3) tiLe stutement in answer to
item 16 of the sentence campletion test, which uses the
indirect Lpproaci:, as to why wost Juster or edoprive people
take & cl.illc into their hoae. he juldgments on these tiaes
atatenments were mesde according to NMuttin's three levels of
psycric life, namely, thée biologieml, psycto-gocisl and
axistential levels,
Batings were made by three Judges., One set of eaci:
of the three rotings is presented for esch item, “1hese retinge
were sslected according w the clogest agreement 0 the raters
for that item, and the ratings of all three raters are cqual.y
repressnted in the table. By t.ds method vuc hignest wune the
lowest coefflelents ol relisbility ere not ahown in Table VII
but are given here in the texi. Une lowest rappa was 69 for
AB judgments of the foster oouples on ltem 12, and tue highest
Xappa wee a .99 for BC Judgments of adoptive couples on item
186, Ths miniwum of responses placed in the eteetern category
indicates that thes Judges exparienced no diffievity ln elagsily-
ing the responses sccording to ihe three levels of payclic life.
Table VIII presents the obteined Chl Jquares resultlng

from the eomperisons aede cof responses to toe three types of
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Table VIiil,~

Degress of Freedom, Chi Sgumres =nd Levels of . ignificance
Chteined from C fsons ¢f -olivutionel .Lotements
wade by Prospective Foster (+) and adoptive (1)
rarents and Categorisged according to Huttintsz
Tiuree Luesels of Pay..io Life,
e e—— e e e e e eined

. L

slem _Porents 5
X&  adoptive 29 1% 16 O ¢ 3 MLG66 L0
foster € 3¢ £l 1 G
12  Adoptive e bl 30 2 2 3 k3,13 il
Foster € L 03 2 126
Ad Fathers 2& 22 15 ¢ O 3 19.9%  W.(ui
Fo Pathers 25 3¢ 1 60
A4 dothers 21 22 1¢ 2 &L 3 2.0 W0l
Fo ‘bthers 1 2% 33 p A
16  adeptive 62 w12 2 12 3 hlhl il
Foster 13 7- 003 b 120
Ad Fathers 25 25 “ 2 & 3 1h.46 «0Y
Fo Yathers v 3% 16 2 B
24 Mothers 37 19 W r 6 3 32.22 .00
v wthers 6 3% v = 6t

. e ———;

& dotiveticonal statements made by each couplo,.
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motivational statements. A study of the obtained Ireguencies
for category 1 shows a low number of responses for the fostey
parents and high frequency of responses for the adoptive
parents. This category was the one fbr responsges relating to
the biological level of psyenic life.

In category 2 the differences betwsen the two groups
o the basis of expected frequencies is less notlceable axcept
for toe combined groups on item 16. Siils category wes ithe one
for responses relating to the psycno-social lewvel of psyeckic
lite,

In category 3 differences betwsen the sxpected and the
obtained are proportiomslly greater tian those of category 2
but less than those of category 1. 1.is category was the one
for reaponses relating te the existential level of psyecidc life,

The consistently large Cni Squares obtained on all
three types of responses resulted in » P of ..0)1 for L.e conm-
parisens made, with ong exception. The fathers’ groups on lteum
16 had & reletively smaller Chi SqQuare with & ¥ of .Cl. On the
basis of toese results the nmull hypothesls wes rejected {or all
comparisons mede. aignilicant relutionshipg were found betwesn
the groups of substitute parents vhen thalr motivetional state-
gents were categorized according to Huttin's three levels of
phychic life snd compared by the L.l bBquare technigue.
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L, Results Obtained on Other [tems,

This study wvas primarily conceraed witn the results
obtalined on iftems of the seatence completion test selected as
possible indlcators of existential needs., However, slnce it
was ndcessary to administer tio test in its entirety, it would
be of interest tc note what results were obtained on the other
items. These resulty ars therefore brief{ly preszented here.

Table 1X presaents tie per cent sgrocment and Keppa
cosfficients of religtility for prospective foster parents .o
the otiuer items of the sentence completion test, seven of thesc
itexns were found to nave &n excess of ratings placed in the
eteoters categoer, whlch exceeded ten per cent of the entire
nunber of roesponzes on the item. The numbsrmsof ti.ese seven
items are &s follows: 37, 35, b1, 48, 49, 52 and 3. Jue
recemmendaticn is made that there is need lor revision or re-
Tinement of the cetegories for those iltems, Tn additicn, eaution
is advised in the interpreteotion sl results Uy the seven 1tems
since the ttcetars categoery cerried grest wel ht in estublishing
of per cent agrsement between the judges, and the resultant
Kappe coolficient was derived by the use of tre per cent

agreemont.
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T‘bl@ .r.i"»o he

Per Cent Agresment and Kapps Coefficients of Hellability lor
fesponses of Prospective Foster Parents on the Remaining
Items of the Sentenes Completion leat,.

=~ v
» -
Agreeasnt L.greemant
q=1 20 ARES iten

L

$ R » 36 37 .98 <
7 .96 Gl 3¢ 5 .93

: .98 .96 37 <96 .S
1 .o .l L 57 55
11 7 o: 41 -9 92
13 Ry V1S Ly 56 93
ik o S o 56 43 o7 53
17 o By iy 1% .92
2 «96 .52 e .97 b
21 .96 ol Wy YL 7
22 97 - Ly .96 .92
23 .98 .56 4o 97 95
25 « G0 o 50 97 .99

27 o9 .91 51 .99 «93
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Table X presents the per cent agroeement rotween the
ratings on each ftem and the obtained Kappe coefficients of
reliability for the adoptive couples on the other Stema of the
sentence completion test. 7There &re seventeen items which
were found to eontain an excess of responses placed in the
stoceters custegory. These are items 2, 5, 11, 21, 2%, 31, 32,
37, 3oy 39, b1, b2, b4, 49, 50, 52 end U3.

As g result of these findings on the adoptive couples
four observations ars made. The first one is that seven of the
ebove~mentioned seventeen items are also among tiose for which
an excess of ratings placed in the etceters category wes noted
for the foster parents., It appears that the item may beée inade-~
quate for both groups. The second observetion is that in eddition
tc the eteetera category, the items 2, 2%, 32 and YU contein
anothey cetegory for the reception of ambigucus word reaponses,
or for neutral and mixed responses, There ils need for revision
of an item when two categories, or more, are needed for ambigu~
oug or neutrsl responsesa. 7he third observetion is that itews
%, 11, 21, 31, 3B and 42 ought to be submitted to further
anelysis to discover 1f the addéition of another cetegory might
make the 1tems useful for the categorization of responses made
by adoptive couples, The final observation is thst on all
these items vith an excess of responses placed in the atoeters
sxtegory caution must be sxercised in the interpretation of
results obteined.
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hbl' K=

Par Cant Agreement and iappa Coefficlents of Reliability for
Responses of Prospective Adoptive Parents on the Hemaining
Items of the Sentence Completion Teast.
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Tabls I presents the Chi Squares and levels of aignifi-
cance obtained by compariscns made of the responses of prospec-
tive foster and adeptive asouples to the other {tems of the
sentence completion test. 48 partiel explanstion lor the
variations 4n the obtained results wit: respect to tie levels
of signiricance, the followlng observations are masde,

First, ltems which relate to general chlld knowledge
ought to result ia oo differences vetween expected and obtained
frequencies from the twe groups undar study. Items 1, 4%, 4,
13, 22, 25, 20, 35, 39, 47, 49, 51 end 53 may be so0 classified,
The fact that the comparisons made on these items showed no
significant relationships between the groups l1ls therefore an
expected one,

Second, Stexs which pertain to tne relatinns of each
group tc thelr specific foster or adoptive agency would be
expected to reveal significant relationships on the casis o.
disferent agsncy practices, or orientation. Items 2, 7, 1C,
11, 14, 17, 2¢, 23, 27, 32, 33, 3, 35, W2, B3, 45, ki, %2
and 56 may be cl-saified under agency crientation and results
raveel significant relationships between tiw groups, at differ-
ent levels of signif{icance.

Third, items which elicit reaponses relating to experi-
ence with ths cere of children mi, nt also dbs expectad to
dirferentiate between the groups, and are lound to 4o so. They
are items ¥, 21, 31, 37, 3¢, 4C, b1, b and 4,



PRESENTATION OF RESBULT. e

Tatle Xl.~

Degrees of Freedom, Chi Squares and Levels of Significance
Obtained Contparisons of Hoagon:ea ol Prospective
Poster (Fo) and Adoptive (A4) Parents to the

Remaining Items <! the Jentence Completion Test,

M S—— R w‘ —
- X° P item Compared dof X ©
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& MvsFo W 3.9 N3 22 A8 wvs Fo & 6,11 &S
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others 39,91 .CGL Jothers 19.96 ,0C1
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Fathers « 56 N3
Mothers U952 .06 27 AdvwvsPo & 10.5) .05
Fathers 11.10 .0%
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Fathers .43 RS
Mothers 9.79 .05 31 Advs o b 5 79 K8
3 Fathers 2,96 KNS
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Fathers L0 .05
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17 hd va Fo 3 .66 ,0% 3 Ad ve Fo W 23,89 .001
Fathers 1.60 H3 Fathers 15,05 .1
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Table Al.~(Cont'd,)

Degrees of Freedom, Cli Squares and Levels of Lignificance
Obtained by Comparisons of hHesponses cf Pruspective
Foster (Fo) and Adoptive (Ad) Parents to the
Rezaining Items of the Jentence Completion Test.
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in musmary of Chapter 111 the [ollowlng ststements are
uadea:

1. The null hypothesis wes rejected for thirteen of
the {ifteen {tems of the sentence completion test selected as
related to the existential need ror the cxtension of oneself
intc the future,

2. The mull hypothesis wvas rejectsd for the tiree
motivational statements that vere catsgorized neccording to
Huttin's thres levels of psychic life.

3. Results found on other 1ltems of the sentence com-
pletion test reveal algnirficant relationsiiips mey be expected
t¢ cccur when the items relamte to parental experience with
cnlldren or to differences in sgency orientation for the two
groups, &nd no significant relationships are found wuen the
items relate to child knowledge in zenersl.



CHAPTER 1V
DISCURSION

Maslov states that psychologists should be sensitized
*to the necessity of grappling with and systematizing the
dynanic role of the future in the presently existing person-
ality."l guch wvas the nature of the task undertaken in the
present study. The purpose of the experiment was to investigate
how the need to go on existing into the future wes to be observed
through the presently expressed needs for progeny or work,

The discussion of the obtained results is developed
along two lines, one for the theoretical implicetions and the
other for the soclological implications. Discussion will center
arcund the results obtained from the fifteen items selected us
possible indiocators of the need for sslf-extension into the
future and the snalysis mede on the motivational statements
sccording to Muttin's three levels of psychic 1ife. The results
on other items of the sentonce completion test will be discussed
only insofar ss they are relevant to the theorem under study,

il —

1 Abrakax H, Maalow, lowarc 8
Hew York, Van Nostrand, 1?65, P .
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1. fTheoretienl Implicaeticns,

A common characterlistie of tne fifteen items selected
to study tLe need for extending onesell into the ifuture was that
these items required Lie subjects to project themselves into
the future in the role thay espected to £ill after thelr request
for & child had been gramted., Frouw this reguivement certain
assumptions were made with reference o the theoream under study.

&) lnitial Assumptions.- When the Iifteen items &lsac
al%eited responses relating to progeny or work it was assumed
that 2 future goal was being sntlcipatsd eithner tihrough the
poasession ¢of progeny or turough wori. Furthermore, i the sub-
Jects vere merried coupleés who were childless, the assumption
was that they vere seeking %0 attain a goal turpugh the posses-
sicn of children, Ii the subjects vers mar:ied couples who
were already blolegical parents, the ussumpiion was that they
were seeking to attain 3 goal through work. From these azsump-
tions, then, it was steted Lthat Lue twoe groups of subjeots were
striving towards & comgon goal of success with children, Ho.ever,
in the present time, one group vas expressing o need lor the
possession of the child per sw, aod the other group was ex-
presaing & nead for work wlth m chlld., But since success with
& child is best mesaursd by the maturiiy he schieves in adulte
wood, the gosls of the subjects in the atudy were plsced in the
distent Tuture apd considered as a funetion of the existential
need to Lo on existing inte the future through progeny or work.
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On the basis of these initial assumptions, it was
antecedently expewctad that aignificant relationships would Le
found to exist between ithe two groups ol subjects when compari-
acns were mode by the Chi Bquare technique, The rejection of
tre null hypothesis for thirteen of the fiftwen itexms aet the
expectation. Ths next step, therefore, was to snalyxe each of
the thirtesn ftems tc find out hovw many tiwes the two groups
were differentiated by fregquency of responses ,l.ced in cate-
gories relating to progeny or work. It was expected tiat the
responses of ths childless couples vould have a hLigher freguancy
of placement in catagories releted to tue possession ¢f a child,
and- the responses of the biological parents would nave & higher
frequenay of placement in categories related to working with
the ohild. The results of this serutiny of the categories is
given us folilowm:

Item 3.~ Childless aouples had elghty-six responses
plaesd in category 1 relating to the recaeiving of progeny and
biologieal parents had thirty-seven responses ia category 2
for work and rewerd, and fifiy-six responses in category 1 for
expending efforts on a child.

Item 6.~ Childless couples had eighty-nine respyonses
placed in category 2 (or vanting to recelve a clild and biclogi~
esl parents had seventy-eight responses placed in category 1
for the ziving of help to & child.
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Item 8.~ Childless couples had sixzty~four responses
plaoed in category ) for pomsession of a ehild and blelogical
parents had seventy-tuo responses placed in eategory 2 for
siving, helping, sharing, and molding a ehild. ¢ -

ltem 12.~ Childless couples hud seventiy-twe responses
plased LA eategory 2 for the self-satisfaction of parental
aeeds, and bielogical parents had fifty-seven responses placed
ia category 1 to help o chlld by glviag love and a home.

Item 15.~ Childless couples bad sixty-nine responses
placed in category 2 for fuifilling parental needs for a shild
and bBiologieal purents had aixty-nine responses placed in
eatagory 1 for a child's response to their work and efforts.

Item 16.- Childless aouples had fifty~-nine responses
placed An categery 2 for wanting ebildren, and seventeen respouses
placed in omtegory 3 for wenting children as substituts for
thelir own, Bilcological parents had saventy~two of their. responses
yhudumtomltmrhupimumumwmm
category b for wvanting to help unfortunate ehildren,

Item l6.~ Childless couples had ninsty-sevem responses
placed in category 3 for positive reaction to receiving a child,
Biologiaal parents had sixty-four responses placed im the seme
category. Differemtistion cacurred between the groups by the
biclogieal parents' negative reaction to placing & cuild with
childless couples.
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Item 19.~ Childlens couples had forty-two responsss
placed fun-category 5 for regarding the nevw chilld as their own,
and Melogicel parents hsd thirty-one responses in category 2
for doing something good, Tho largest mumber of responses on
this ftem fell inte category 1 for both groups' expreasien of
Bappiness in having a ehild te satisfy their needs, a psycho-
social response to be expected ¢f thease age groups.

Item #4.- Childless couples had forty-seven responses
placed in category b for permanent possession of the child and
bidlogical parents had sixty-ome responses placed in category
2 relating to the e¢hild'a respomse to their efforts on his
behalf,

Item 26.~ Childless couples had sixty-ons responses
placed in.category 5 for regardimg the nev ehiléd as their own
and bielegical parents had twenty-aix responses in categery 2
for doing somsthing good., As ia ftem 19, the largest number
of responses fall intc category-l to express satisfaetion in
having & ehild to mest their meods, a psycho~socisl response,

Item W6,.- Childless couples had sixty responses placed
in category 3 for regarding the nev child the-same as sany ehild,
and dislegieal perents haéd fifty-one responses placed in cate-
gory i related to the hope that their efforts would be appreci-
ated in the future.

Item 57.- No categery for work is comtelned in this
item. The groups are differentisted by the etcetera categery.
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Item 5.~ The greateat differentistion vocurs on this
item because of the large number of responses in the etceters
category.

On eleven items, therefore, the two groups of sublects
wvore differentiated on the basis of frequency of responses
placed in categories for progeny or work, that is, the childless
couples wers differentisted from the dblologleal parents in
eleven catagories related to progeny, and the dlologieal parents
were differentisted from the childless couples in thirteen
categoriss related to work. This observation supported the
aswumption that the childless couples were seseking to attain a
goal through the posseszion of children and that blelugioal
parents vere sseking to attain a gosl through work. It also
provided an ¢xplenation to account for t.e significant relation~
ships found betweesn the groups as & result of the comparisons
made by the Chl Squere teahmique. Furthermore, it previded
groater assurance that there was functioning sn existantial
need to extend oneself into the future either through progeny
or work.

Further confirmation, however, required sowme evidence
that there was an existontial level of psychic life. The fore-
going anslysis, while confirming the need for progeny and work,
suggested that the childless couples were at a bilologlcal level
of psyehie life and the bilological parents were ot & psycho=
social level of life. In what manner, thesm, could the existential
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level of payechic life be observed as functioning with these
groups?

It wes decided that tinis could be acoomplished by an
analysis of the three motivationsl statsments made by the
subjeets and categorized according to Huttin's three levels of
payehic life. For this step, furtier assumptions were made &3
follows.

b) Subsequent Assumptions.- It was assumed that no
absolute digbotomy would be consistently observed between the
groups on all the statementa, except on the blological category
because of the vontrolled variable of biologicel parenthowod,
1bis sspumption wes made on the basis of Huttin's tiwory tict
there is sn interpsnetration aof needs on the three levels of
payebhic lite.

it was ansumed that, despits the expected differentiastion
of the groups on the biological category, they would not neces-
sarily be consistently differentisted on the psycho-social level.
This sssumption wes nmade on the basig of Mutiin's statement t. &t
paycio-sccial neseds vere more strongly sasifested in ths mid-
thirties of sage and the groups under study wera matched at a
mean age level in the esrly thirties,

It wvag assumed that both groups would have & certain
nunber of responses placed in the existential category on the
bagis of Muttin's theory that, &3 meturing personalities, they
wouid be moving towards self-extension ¢ & nore shstraet leve,
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of functioning. It was for the verificstion of this particular
assumption that the znalysis was undertasken,

The frequencies which were analyzed are those presented
in Teble Viii. The observations showed nc absolute dichotomy
between the groups on the categories except on the bieclogical
category, which vas an anticipated excsption due to the experi-
mental eontrel for parenthoed, The assumption o an inter-
penetration ¢f needs on the three levels of payciic life was
upheld by the distridution of responses pertaining to needs
in®o the three¢ asin categoeries,

In categery 2 for the psycho-social level differenti-
ation ccourred on two of the three statements, and in both
instances. s grester differentiation had occurred for the groups
in tha bioclogiosl .category. Where there was no 4ifferentiation
on the psycho-soclal cetegory, the number of responses on the
blelegical catagery was eyual to the rumber of responses on the
psycho~social catdgory for the group of ohildless couples., The
age level would account for the equal punll of the psycho-zocial
needs and the assumptien of ne consistent differentiation was
upheld.

Both groups had responses placed in the existential
category. In one statemsnt the muisbers were almost equsl,
with the bdologionl parents having a few more rasponsesz than
the ehildless couples, In another statement the responses of
the bivlogicel parents whieh were plsced in the existantial
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lovel exceeded those placed in the psycho-social level, In &ll
three wtatements the numbers of the biologlcal parents'! re-
sponses exceeded those of the childless couples. The percent~
ages of the total mumber of responses which were placed in tue
existential cetegory for the two groups were ag follows: for
the combined statements, the distribution of responses as 29%
for the childless couples and 35, for the biologiceel perents;
for item 12, the distribution of responses was 25i for the chlld-
less couples and 50% for the bicloglcal parents; for item 16,
the distribution of responses was 1(H for the childless couples
and for the biologioml paremts, 29%.

These percentages of responses placed in the category
related to existential meeds mot only indicated that exlstential
needs vere expresssd by tas subleacts in the study, butl also
indionted the funetioming of an axistential level of paychic
1ifee The infevence for the theorem under study was that
subjects' responses to two items, .wvhen categorised in two
aiffereant ways, revealed existemiial needs and needs for pro-
gy or work., Vhen, added %o these lacts, thoere wag the fact
that the items had required prejection iate the future, and
the additional fact that the subjecta vere seeking further
extensicn of themselves by earing for a child of snotner, the
secumilated svidence Justified the inference that the subjects
wore ssoking to extend themselves into the fuiture sither throuyh
progeny or work with children., The sxistential need was
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cbserved as functlioning and Nuttin's theorca was considered
a8 having a substantiate basis for acteptance,

¢) The wWording of the Theorem.- U tida :cint, consi~
derstion must be given to the theorem under study as steted by
Buttin, that is, "Man feels a spontunecus used to gu on existin.
smonsst his fellow-men elther tirough his posterity or his
aerg.“z In this atudy a group of biological parents were re-
questing the care of a eulld who was not tielir cwn. The ques~
tion wvas asked, 'If posterity assures existence into the futwuy .,
and biclogicai parents pcssess posterity, why does work have
to be postulated as their mode for the satisfaetion of this
exigtential need’': The answer wes, noct to deny L.st the bionlc~
Zlcal parents' ciulidren had assured a satisfaction of the
axistantial need, but to postulate that the derived satisfaction
received from sucial contact ané exchanye with their own children
nad, in tue process, sided their own maturity and they were now
pashing ocut the bounds oi self-centeredness tc a self extensiocon
tovards others., %“he field of activity they chese was one in
which they had become professional, sc to speak, by caring for
ckildren, and tids work, in addition, as.ured a fuller estensi.n

into the future, The conceptl ¢t work wes rightly poatulated

gnenic Theq . s ';Atranslaned by Geor, o& Lagk,
Now "erk bneed and uard, l953, published &s & Kenter~0meg

Booh , Baw American “ibrary of .oric " ltsrature, i.w York, 1742,
ite 25‘9.
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for the biologicsl parents, therefore, but they were alseu
entitled to & claim for self~-extension into the future on the
basis of possessing their own progeny.

Un the .ther hand, tin childluss couples could o ve
extended themselve: lnto the fulure on the basis of success
in their current occupations or professions. ue resulis of
the study revealed, however, iuat successful pareatlood was
their deaired future goal. It eould be {urther hypothesised
tast when tuey had ecquired one ohild, and some cxperience ia
cardng for him, they would be back toc regquest another une, and
therefore they would be following the same pattern of the
blological parents,

From these considerations, it is mow sugyested ihat the
wording of tne theorem be alighily cosnged, i7 31t is to be
appliceble to all persons. The sugiested cuango i as followst
Man feels & sponlaneous need to go H>n existing mwongst iz
fellow-men through hias posterity and/or work. .uch a change
permita application of the theorem Lo everyone and allows Jor
variaace in tae intensity of tue cegree to which such: an
existential nved 1s experienced.

Ze Jmpliceticns for 8o lel Selence,

As a result of the findings of tiis study, &8 well as
the discussien on the theorstical laplications, some perscnelity

characteristics observed as functioning in e prospective
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&Goptive end foster urents who served as subjecis or tio
sxperimentation are ypresented, 10y may serve ss & guld: 1o
Sceclal workers in their assessment of substitute parents ol
this kinc,

it must be understood, however, thet thege statemenis
are asde as inferences based uncn Yuttinta dreoory of Heeds and
require rurti.ir experimentation before they cen be cercified
as facts, The statemxents are msde because no such statementis,
or inferemces, lLave been msde Lo Lic effect that s ptive mnd
foster psrents may be functioning on a mutual level of needs,
the more Liay are aligned as experienced substitute parsnts.

In general, tlLergiore, the substit.te parents .n tris
presant studys, matchoed on a greuy basis for soclo-corninmle,
age and educatinn leovel, ara seon as working thruugh ¢+ need for
self-acttalissiion in tne future throu iy tie seguisition o.,
and working with, ehildren. ihelr perception o ths .14 is
@i sumeone w.«.; craemtes r "meaningfiul situation for t em wiaor
strengthens thelr marria .« btond and gives unity of  ursese to
them by provioing an oppertunity t. scnleve a greater ego-worl.
unity individually, and a femdly unit corporately.

wre apocifically, the adoptive couples were absurbed
in the painfil consclousness of thelr childlessness and
emphasized their need for & cnlle in order tn satiafy their
biological need fur progeny. .t the same Wime, tney were
struggling to meet thelr gychw=sociu. needs, but always givia,
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first effort to the satisfying of the rwed for & cuild, Furtier,
the adoptive cuuples did not decide t. become substitute without
scme inner struggle of an existentlal nature wilch was observel
in thedr expressivn of existentisl useds.

Foster parents, on the other hand, ags expericnc«d
blologleeal sarents Jzce tre future wiil, eomfidunce, engendered
by successful parenthond, and are volunteering tu care for
disturbed cilléren wio will wost certainly challenze thelr
ability as parents,

The foster parents in this present study manifested o
sense of dedlcation for the new roles they were assuring as
substitute parents. They were capable of cbjective oriticisn
and self-judgment, Their saturity was observed in their willing-
ness to zive of themselves for toe bemefit of & chile who migat
dilsgrace them by snti-soclial behavier, who might resist their
efforts to love him, and who misht be poor ia scholastic
schievement., They were willing to undertake this Séifiicult task
even with tne kncwledge (Lot thelr new world wouls be rilled
with the ever-threatenin; pressence of critiosl neighbors, of
tu9 real parents couing to sev thelr child, and of social workers!
iovestigetions., Such econditions ecsll or & pursonality trhet is
flexible and adeptable, and an extension o) onesell Into tho
future witiu an exlstential naed for fulfilliment and comsitiment
beyond the ordipary demands of life, The foster perents perceived
thelr 1ife as substitute parents as a "meaningziul situetion” fop
the enhancement of the future for themselves and ollers.
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3. Limitetions of the Study,.

The limitetions of the study are discusszed srow Lhree
viewpointis, nmmsly, the tnecretical, psychometric, and that o)
social sclence.

&) From the Lavoroticel Viewpelnt.- The theorem undurs
study was one postulsted of manking in gensrsal. .ne resulis
of tuls experiaent are only those o the inttlal step teken
to introduce uxperimentetion of $¢ theorem in an Ameri-an nmilie.,
They nust be interpreted ag limite’ to resulis wbiloines on
zarried eouples lunctioning -8 substiiu.ec parents. 7They pr.ide
evidence tumt the theorsm aay ¢ +pplied Lo tio speciilec sub-
Jucts, But Durthsr experimentati o is needesl before i.¢ thuuvrea
can be jgenmerally applied to everyone,

The term, existential needs, was uped in tiis study to
indicate tiose needs which funcilon at an existent:al or spiritu-
xl level cf 1ife. Perheps this 18 not the best term to Lse, or
the best welinttion of U.we term, Lat precise teias are difricult
to find in the literature. Thurcloce Lhe LeTms as L$88 Lera,
may differ Crom similar fterms used elsdwhera., Insofer aw L.
pressnt writer was ables Lo sscertaln, however, Lhe terms s used
in tpe study ware representative of tne uwanin, implied by
Buttin's use of such terms. “here is need for a [orovistden ol
8 selentivic lossary of terms fur use =1tk extstential psyclal .y

w} From twe Yiewpolnt i v&)chemelrics.~ e Lieolem

under study, based as 14 was upoen mn assumption o nlwe levels
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of payshic life, reguired testing by an instrument whilc: would
tap the thres levels., The selection of the seai-yrojective
sentence eompletion test, containing both direct and indirect
types of stipulus stems, wes considered as tep.ing all lovels
and the categorizing of two of tre ftemeg mc.ordling to Huttin's
three levels of psychic life indicntad Li&l Presion.s sl been
elicited from all three levels, for tiose two iteams. Purtoer
analysis of the other thirteen ftems might hwve, or mizht not,
have given the same results. ‘‘he research was necesssarily
1imited in tiis rospect.

A perscnal document (rom each subject, such a&s one re-
questing e statement as to what the subject expected to be in
five, ten or tifteen years might have provided further indica-
tions, or information, concernimg existential needs sbout ths
futures Unfortunately the experimenter did not tuing of wids
2ind of document when the study was begun. It is believed it
would have added to the further confirmation of the findincs,
furtber research on the thworem should obtaln direct atntements
from the subjects which relate to thelr cuncen of, or anticlie
pation of, the future,

¢) From the Viewpoing o1 ..cvial Jclence,~ The gtudy was
most limited by restrictions placed upen it due to agency
practices, The pressure of work which required the immediate
solution to proliom casen often superseded the need to cunduct

the reseerci.., A% & oousequence, the clroumstencses under whigh
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ihe tests were taken could sometimes have been unfavorable.,
There was nc way ¢ control for the conditions under which tuc
subjecis veare tested, except Lo accept the wird of the social
workers that they tried t¢ make the conditions ep plessant as
poseible and were certain that the subjects were coopersling
willingly.,

The subjects tested were those wiw wers considered es
acceptable for becoming substitute parents, 7TLis Judgmsnt was
made by the sceial worker withcut any objective measure beyund
sn intervisw or the reccmmendstions of others. 7iLe subjects
therefore were not precisely equal in thelr quelificaticns s
substitute parents, Tiis waz a limitation %o the study over
vhich the experimsnter Lad ne control, and had to accept L.et
the Jud:ment of the sociel vorker was valid ror Jjudging the
adequacy of prospeetive substitute parents.,

he sdpeestions for Further Researoh.

“he suggestions for further ressarch are listed under
Gansial and Specific headinga.

&) General Hesearch.,~ In this ares, the following
investizations enuld be conduoted:

1. The testing of different racial groups to note if
primitive races look it the future ms sstisfying exiatential

needs,



LISCUL 108 111

2. The testing of ethnic groups t. note the paycio-
social level of functioning es it affects the existential
level in the antiecipation of the future.

3. ihe testing of the spaece-age ifenerstion to note if
existentlal needs are alfected by men who plan to *"live in
space’ scumeday in the appreaching future.

L, The tasting of the mentally 11l tc note their
expression of existential needs Lo extend into the future.

5. Tha eonducting of longitudinal studies to note row
the existential needs of an individusl may change at regular
geriods of time in nis progress towards the future,

6. The testing of the physically handicapped to nole
Lov bloleglcal malfunctioning affaects existential needs,

7. The testing of different soclo~economic , roups te
note how poverty or wealth affect the exiaztentisl meeds parti-
cularly with respeet to the futurs,

b. The testing of varions religious groups to note how
they lock to the future to sailsfy existential needs,

9. The testing of ;ruups covering a range o! ages 1o
note if existential needs are most observable in old age,

b) Jpecific Research,- “he suggestions under thds
heading pertuin i apecific endsavors to add to peresonality
theory while concomitantly contributing psyctologlcal sssistence

to add in tie zolution of humen problems.
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l. To assess if mental 1llness asy in any way be
related to unsstisiied existential needs,

2, To sssuss 1f tha antli-soclal behavior of paycho-
paths, delionguents, e¢tc. may be rel:ited to undeveloped ezilsten-
tial needs.

3. To assess if the apathy ol certain rselal groups,
such as the North Americen Indlans, is due tov an absercs o,y or
& patiologlical conception of existentisl nweds. I7 sn absence
i3 noted, the tlecry would not be universsl, It would pertaps
be better (o hypothesize a fixnti-n st o lower level of psyc.ic
life, or lsck of development, or & primitive concept relating
to existential needs,

b, To assess if concern with existential needs is
related to the problems of the aged.

Otner suggestions could be mede, It iz felt, however,
that those given provide some thought of what might be
gccomplished 17 exiatentisl neaeds cen be experimentally tested
to discover thelir importance in the functioning of a persenality.



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

It wes the purpose of the present investigation %o
initiate & sclentiilc study of Nuttin's postulaste o an exia-
tential need to extend onesell intc the future either through
cne's posterity or wors, with subjects taken froa an American
silieu.

ihe subjects were twe groups of substitute parents.
Opne group comsisted of sixty prospective adoptive couples who
were childless, The other group consisted of sixty foster
coupless who were bielogical parents. Nelther group had pre-
viocus experience witi foster or adoptive children.

The subjects were ovteined from Catheolic Wellfare Agen-
cles located in Philadelpitda, Pennsylvanie, Treanton, New
Jersqy, ané Herrisburg, Pennsylvanla., Ihey were matched, on
& group basis, for soclo-economic, education snd age level,
Al)l subjecits were white, representing vaerious naticnalities of
European and American orizin, with no one mationslity dominant,

A combined motivational stsatement was obteined for each
couple. Fvery subject gave independent answers to a sentence
completion form of tie Colvin-Bohman type. There were {ifty~
olght items in the form, fifteen of wilch were selected as
possible indicators of the existential need under study.

The data in this stuly were analyzed as followas: (1)
Freguency distributions for each of the categories on every

item were obtained. (2) The per cent of apresment betwesn
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Judgments on the two ratings was estimsted for eacn item.
(3) Kappa coerficients of reliability were computed for the
two groups of substitute parents. (&) Compmriscns of the
obtained frequencies were made by the Chi Lquere technique and
levels of significance obtained, Compariscns were msde in
three ways: betwesn foster and adoptive couples; between foster
and adoptive fathers: and between foster and adoptive mothers,

The mull hypothesis for the sentence completion form
vas that no significant relationships would be found between
the responszes of prospective {oster and adoptive couples on
items of the test which required projection into the future and
eélicited responses realated to concepts of progeny or wWork.

Ths null hypothesis for the motivational statements
was that no significant relationsbips would be found between
the two groups of subgtitute parents when their statements wvere
categorized according to Huttin's three levels of psychle lifs,

Results shoved significant relationships between the
two groups of prospective faster and sdoptive couples on
thirteen of the fifteen items of the sentence completion form
gelected as possible indicators of the nuved to extend onesel’
inteo the Muture, 7The null hypothesis was rejected for the
thirteen items., The two items which failed to yield siguificant
relationships were found not to have elicited ressonses whien
related to progeny or work,
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Hesults ashowed signiiicant relationships hetween the
two groups of substitute parents when their motivational state-
ments were rated according to Nuttin's three levels of psychic
life and the null hypothesis was rejected.

The results indicated that existentisl needs muy be
experimentally masessed with subjecis taken from an American
milieu., A secondary effect of the results was that soecial
acience obtained added information for the understsnding of
bioclogieal, psycho-social and existentiial needs of substitute
parents.

¥With referasnce to the theory, a specific recommendation
was macde wilh respect to the postulate under study. Hutiin'e
statement i worded as follows: Man feels s spontaneous need
to go on existing swmongst his lellowmen ! ther through ois
posterity or through his work, On the basis of the resul.s
obtaiped¢ in thizs study, it was recommended that the words be
changed to read as follows: Man feels a spontanecus need to
go on existing amongat his {ellowmen through bLis posterity and/
or his work.

It was concluded therefore thaet the initial step to
assess one theorem of existential needs, as postulated hy
Buttin and tested with American subjects, demonstrated such
research wvas not only posaible but also contrilmited to person-
ality theory with reaulis not previously cbteined. It was
also concluded that the scientiflc study of perscnality theory
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may be conducted with jroups taken from aoclal soience and
concoml tantly offer valuable information towards the under-
standing of 1ts particular problems.

Recommendstions are for further research along these
lines in the assessment of existentisl needs. The zroups under
investigation should be varied ones covering a range of ages,
eultural and ethnic groups, and degrees of méental and physical
health, it is also recommended that longitudinal studies be
mede. For exsmple,the present study ouzht to follow up . on the
subjects after they have lhwd,experience as substitute parents

for one, five and even ten years.
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American Assogiation f.r the Avvancement [ Soluite
washiington, D.C.

American Home T<¢on mles Associati.on
«ashiington, D.C.

Calldren's Bureau
vepartment Healtn, sJducation, wne oolfar.
washington, (,.C.

Nationsl Fducation As» clation
washington, D.C.

Jcience Reseusrcr. Asscelation, lic,
Chicego, Illinoiz

the Minnesota Council on Family Life
dnneapoclis, fnnesote

jitate ¢of New Jerss,
bureau oif Children's soervices
Trenton, Rew Jersgsey

Americsn .ocial Health zasvclation, ' ucstion Dapt.
Jew York, Hew Ynri

Crdle seoption Resewreh Connittes, Inc.
Hew Yor, , How York

Child Plasing and  doption Commiti.e
stkte Charities Assocviation
Hew XYor:., New York

Chile Welfare . wigus o0 America
¥ew York, Hew York

Cuild Jtudy Assoglation of oo dles
Bew York, Rew Yoo

Suise Wise soervices, Chily Meptlan Canter
Bew York, Hew York

Ltai, Counedl on Femoly Rolations
College of Pamily (ife
Utaeli 3tate Unlversity, Utu'
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LIST OF ADOPTIVE AGERCI.. CORIALILL



MPPLEDIY 2

List i agencies wii replled to & request sent cut Ly
the Catnolic Welfare Buresu oF Treat.n, Jew Jerscy, iu: informa-
tion converning ageney practlccy for tbhe screwdn:, or psycholos
gical assessment. <: adoptive parents:

Catholic vaarities Cuanter
wbhlle, Alaboke

ROCLy Tounweln hegloned Comfersnec o hasplions
Lates Paray Colorado

catholic Welfare Quild

wilmington, Delaware

Beticnel Conference of cathollic Charitli s
Yaahingion, D.C.

Tut Cradle vclety
fvanston, Il1linuis

Gatiolic service Bureau
Grand Raplids 2, Wichigan

cotiwlic Charitics Buresu
Ja-xson, issigsippi

Cnildren's Ald and d-ptlon ~oclety of New Jersey
zest Orange, Hew Jersey

United amily and Children's Society
vilsinfield, New Jersey

Cnildren's tome scclely of fivw Jersey
irenton, Hevw ersey

Cepartacnt of institutions snd Agencies
state o) Rew Jersey
Trenton, Hew Jersdy

dex Lors Foundliing Hospltal
How Yure, Hew Yorg

Catholic Char.tles Buresu
Greuvngburg, Pennsylvenias

Cetholic Social Lervice, Inc,
La Crogse, Wisconain


file:///ounUdri

AVPY DT X 3

COPY OF SENTURCK COMPLLTION T:sf
FOR FCUTCR FARLNIG



APPENDIX 3
sentence Completion Form o1 Frnuter Parents
1. The principle difference betwsen /ciier cnlic care an
adoLtion 438 ceceses

2. Fosler chilldren cenerally .ceevees

3. Saving a foster cnild @mMEANS ceceoae

L. A child who has been neglected 18 .oovuee

S« 1 imagine that it i3 lmportant for ioster .cremts t€ U2 ceeaces
6. Tucple who tasc in foster cLil.iren want ceceees

7. From wha! i hear about «:ildédren's iastituiivnz I thin' seseees
. I ioeine fostur parents rucceive fiui. 38UL8{acii i I'GH seeesee
G. I imagine acst foster cidldren turn cut T2 BE cevecee
iv. Murses wihc work in cidlicren'’s hOmes Li'C c.esees

1i. Chiléren are placed in foster homes because .......
12, The maln resson that I might wigh to have s foster c..ild is

"eensboeoe

130 408t ehildren gre .......

1h. I7 I werc a social workers seekin: homos for foster children
z ‘fﬂu:n.d esevese

15, A foster clilld could Lelp 1ts foster parents BY sceeees

16. gt rozter parents take ¢ iidren into trellr 1oge LCECHUSE ecevessn
17. %otlal workers tend to bte ,......

18. A roster child in the home of a childless couple would .evseae
1% & fusier motier 8618 .uvense

2. The monsy that foster parents receive 1s .......

21, If & enilsi's resl parents afe O, ie”t.ill sacenws


http://ho.se

22,
230

2,

ArirglDIL 3 118

In compariscn to men, WOREH AY cseevee

110 chief adventage of & sociel worker visitin, :oster
PETentsS 45 sveecee

If I were to teke & [~oter cdlc inte wy nome, I would
want 1o be certain that .......

in comparison tu ,irls, LOYS 8¢ ceerass

A Toster fat:er Toold ceesene

Cecters dn institutions are ....;;.

Children in instituticne tend to ...cues

I imeagine most fostulr parents wirry BLOUL seavees

A fogter child wouldc Lwel)p 8 mariried couple L) seesenes

1f foster parents glresdy have young children of tiwir
own, & fostar ciilc would .ae..es

when a8 ci.ild's soclal worker visits iLis Ioster parents, tue
foster parents probably ...cee.

I{ I vere & foster parent cf & <nild wio suicenly asiod to
go home to his real parents, I would ..ue.ve

If I vere to take & foster chlld into my nome, my iriends
WOUIE sesecss

Children of unwed parents 8r4 sv.coes
Children who are e¢asily upset need cecove.
I woud not «nov what tc do ii = thld seso0ns

1 imegine the most difficult tudng about beln: a foster
parent 13 cveceee )

The true yerents.of most foster ILldrun i eemeans

Ve response of growp chilldren Yo 8 fusiler ohil. comlng
inte the home or thair parents probebly 18 seesees

Gi the problems many children present, I lumagine roster
parents mizlt Le more WPseLt DY sevvnees



42,

3.

53,
Sh,

5,

APITHDIX 3 116

Razl parents sometimes want to visit childiren who are in
fostar Lhomes DOCRUBE sesvses

whon a foster child comes into a home alresdy Lavin, youny
childrmg thess Cnildrm VO‘&lé ssoemee

Poster parents tand ¢t b8 sweeos.

If someone were to sugsest that I take a fuster cidld, 1
md [N BN N

When {oster cuoildren grow w,., I imBgine ... ...
Chiidren wioo easlly becume upsetl ;1 :bably wWill sasenes
I; { “ad g foster child in my bome, 1 wollld Pielel soeeven

Il & enild zcts in an unusual wanner i1t foster porents
prflh‘m" ses e

4 foiter cidld going back to its own parents would covsess

When parcnts dissyres sbout 8 Question concorning & child,
I believe that the mothers snculd ..eeees

1P I were & {oster garent »f a onild wioge pirents sudcenly
sriived for & vistt I woild cuicenne

A f.ster parent having children .. (is own =’ ul feel
thl?. e s P

when & foster ¢nild comes inte & nel. ..borhucc, the
nelghbore .ceovse

Of the following things that mosl ci.ildren sometimes do, !
woult be most 2isturbed Lyy (Plesse rami t.ue Foliowin. i1voam
(1) 2 (6) in order ol the Jegres to which yuu would Timd
them disturping, i.e., 1 (wost disturbing), 2 (neat wmost
éistureing) ete.)

srgulng

sexual play

iying

stealing

fighting

heving & temper tontrum

W PN ST N, N
S St

M Nl ot N ¥
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56, If I were to choose batween a shy child who is hard to get
to know or an active ahild who 1s into everything 1 would

prefer the: (please check)
) hard to get to know clild
) active child who gets into everything

57. The best foster parents are ..scc.¢

58. The most pleasant things about being & foster parent
.re [ A XN 3 N
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ESLIABILITY COEFFICIENTS POR PILOT STUDY TWO



APPENDIX b

Per Cent Agreement and Xappa Coefficients of Reliability of Thres
Batings for Responses of nrr.tmcd Foster Parents to Items
of the Semtence Completion Tests in Pllot Study “wvo.

SO RN AN S SR AR L P

Itea Raters Agreemant Xapps  Item Raters Agreement Xapps
N=60 H*60

by AB .97 & 1é AR g -
AC .92 . AC . g
m O” .9“ Bc - ]
2 AR .97 . 11 AB .95 .92
AC -97 . AC -9 .92
m -97 . BC n’ * 9
3 L8 .33 -2 12 :g .375 -9
BC 7 .95 B 95 &
& v §§ % 13 ‘Az .98 .95
BC o .83 BC ¢4 444
£ AB 92 86 R AR .97 8%
AC 097 . R ‘c .9 ’Z‘é
BC : v BC % .
6 AE .97 2 15 AB .97 .92
AC . . AC . o M
: - 2 < T
7 :g .g% .9% 16 ig -9 +87
BC 92 ‘B BC %4 :3%
5 AB .93 .90 17 AB .97 .92
AC 92 38 AC 9 .51
BC .50 .86 BC . .97
2 om o2 v o2 oz X
BC .90 63 BC .86 ‘3
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Per Cent Agrevment and XKappes Coefficlents of Reliability of Three
Ratings for Responses of Experienced Foster Parents tc Items
of Sentence Completion Tests in Pilot Study Twe. (Cont'd.)

- p——
Item Haters Agreement Kapps Ttem Raters Agreement ¥appa
N=6¢ H=6C
19 w Q(j3 ogc 28 AB v93 tg
AC S0 35 AC .92 o
BC [ $ 35 BC -‘"ﬂ) 097
20 AB o F0 96 29 AR o7 .96
AC 1.0C 1.0C AC GE +«91
BC . P .96 BC oGO <97
21 AB .BE .%i 3¢ AB 90 03
AC .9% . AC .93 o
BC . .85 BC 92 35
22 AB 92 . LY AB « 93 .31
AC .gg G5 AC OO o 3h
m » o?& BC .M 0014’
23 AB 090 um’ 32 AB 0‘;‘“ .
AC 192 .86 AC "5% .2;
BC .88 A BC .37 .83
pr o AB .92 + 87 33 AB o B 90
AC .gg .gﬁ AC »23 90
BC . . BC B .92
25 AB 090 . “ . 3)‘1' AB 09 .v’j&
AC 92 038 AC 9 b
BC 35 o3l B «92 ool
26 AB .9 9 3% AB . U
AC .9 .zg AG .3@ O3
BC .92 « 39 BeC »93 +90
AB oYy .92 36 AB .92 )]
7 e 57 .35 AT .50 "o
BC 92 . 536 5 7
37 AB . .95 LY AB 9 .93
.&w » -95 l’lc 39 Qd‘@
BC G 91 BC 9 %
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Per Cent Agreement snd Kappa Coefficients of Reliabllity of Three
Batings for Responses of Experienced IFosier Parents te Itema
of Sentence Completion Tests in Pllot Jtudy 1wo. (Cont'd.)

Item Raters ﬁg§§gment Rappa Item Ratersz Agreement Kappa
=&

%560
30 AB '9? 036 by AB 073 .l
AC 095 093 AC .')3 AL
BC l93 .c‘l ac L) f? 9{}5
39 AB ] 3 49 AB .93 o X
AC 292 o3 AC 93 + 51
Bc . 90 . -}7 Hc . 90 - s}é
MO AB «97 . Sk 50 AB 57 6
AC 193 o it AC - 90 37
BC .97 oGl BC 87 32
&1 AB 9% .92 £l AB .g? « 56
AC 95 .92 AC 47 07
B@ 095 092 BC OW iy
k2 AB 57 95 52 AB 95 .$3
AC 92 7 AC .75 ugg
BC B3 » 31 BC « G0 .
193 ﬁ.B .‘;32 .ﬂ)f‘: 53 AB 093 09(!
AC -95 o B0 AC ‘93 o5
BC oid o?é BC 093 e
by AB .95 .92 Bl AB 55 52
AC 095 690 -ﬁc * M . *53
BC 5 52 BC o 0 .
Ly AB .93 .89 57 AB .92 b
A.C ugp ogg AC .\:J;,\ .’Ja
Bc [ ’ L B‘: .u“;.? o(}
% AB . ,; 0(;'3 ;E:i &ﬂ .':,‘:, !93
AC .2 .7k AC ) .51
m t'n:’? eul B’Ca c(i’(B '91
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PERSONAL DATA FOBR SUBJECTS IN PILOT 3TUDY YRRER



APPERDIX 5

Personal Data for Prospectiive Foater and Adoptive Parents of
Pilot 8tudy Three,

Prospective  Prospective
Yariable Poster Parents JAdoptive Parents
N=60 H=60

Mean Age in Years:

Fathers 46,60 28,82

Mothers "2-79 37 '7“
Hean Years in Schoel:

Fathers 11.'03 13!%

“Yothers 1.7 1290
Hesn Years Married 19.48 L
Parental erience: {Couples)

AS biolﬁxp cal parents zz 2

As mubstitute parents 1

Childless 2 27

Mci.;l Class (Couples)

6
; 2 :
1
2
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RELIABILITY CORFFICILIWI., FOR PILOT STUDY THREL



APPERDI X &

Per Cent Agreement and Kappa Coerficlents ! Reliability o/
Ratings for Responses of Prospective Foster Parents to
Items of the Sentence Completion Test in Pilot
@tudy Thra«.

x 3
Item Agreement Happs item Agreement Kappa
B0

N

L o2 r 0§ ¥ 2
- (A . o L

3 +53 » G 31 .95 2
b .93 .sg gz .gg 3
. 9. . » o 5
G 93 -37 SE 93 7
7 .63 89 gg .98 7
o .92 .37 N +90
5 S0 o33 37 » 97 96
1C 092 1’8{. 3’»’ u92 .fﬁb
11 090 w&h 9 '?5 '93
12 .93 b9 { .97 3
i .35 ¢g% t% l;gg 1;0?
* . . Y

15 u9§ .&7 ““3 93 .5_.‘;
16 S .83 Wy .95 .90
l '9 i$6 L}‘, - .9"‘
1% .9% N7 L& .3? ,a>
15 oY « 90 b o5 93
3 09% og'j l* ir;'é .06
21 -93 91 L 33 50
22 52 81 X .ag .?%
2‘3» 27 .é;&a [ 92 .?}J
a3 e 93 91 ) 93 41
2% «%2 . G .gg 57
27 192 o 53 » A b??
2(«; 0% 0‘5,’; f 09,3 0@9'
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Per Cent Agreeament and Xappa Coefficlients o1 Reliability of
Ratings for Responases ol Prospective Adoptive Parents to
Items of the Sentence Completion " est in Plleot
Study Three,

R P~ e A A R o = i 1 . W P A i 1 e O 164U B 0 i AT A5 S S N e et g R e AR S A i 2 b

3 ;
Item Agreemant Kappa Ttam Agreement Kappa
=60 H=60

1l 7 e 2y .?g 35
2 ng . :s?? 3(: - dﬁf{
3 <93 o3 31 .90 L85
)9 092 086 32 .05 090‘
5 92 87 39 « R .96
6 097 090 3 ¥ ()J '9“
7 97 .95 35 72 37
& 9 92 36 i W34
9 .9 .89 37 .53 +H1
10 095 089 3d . SO PR
11 92 87 ! s o 57
12 .37 080 L 00? ‘déﬁ

b3 o =90 ) 0 )
14 00?5 076 "2 ‘95 "gg
19 +95 92 L3 55 W90

. g . 09

1l G2 79 L& ,g; o
19 »93 » 90 L7 T LG
20 97 <95 b %3 .90
21 «93 v91 bo .99 LO8
22 .97 .05 5 57 «h
gz .92 o B0 51 .52 vG7
-97 -95 .Lﬂ?- -93 «Ql

2 9 90 ) GO .87
26 "90 .86 % 05 .95
«93 o G0 5 o 83

2 «90 335 5 « 93 50
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RESULTS OF COMPARISONS MADE FOR PIL(. oSTUDY THRER



APPENDIX 7

Chi S8quares and Levels of Significance Obtained for Comparisons
Nede on Responses of 60 Prospective Foster Parents and
60 Prospective Adoptive Parents on Items of the Sentence

Completion Test for Pilot Study IThree.

: 23 5 ¥ 7'§§ -
3 13396 001 ﬁ 2;: 5 001
» 13. «01 26,2 001
H é:ﬁ "o 5’3 1I:%?‘v ‘u
z >0 % §§ 28 B
9 }.62 ). &) 7.47 . 0
10 6.6g NS 26.58 <001
1l . 5 : &) 1‘*.55 01
1.2 *.62 0301 18. 0001
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APPERDIA ©

PERSORAL DATA SHEXT

Code Rumber: Po Ad Tante Tested:

Fill out one psracnsl dats sheet for each cvuple,

Progpective parents must act have had any previcus
experience with cither foster or adoptive crildrem, They must
£411 out the Jentence Completion form independent of sact other
and at a time when you are ressonably certain they will be
approved to receive children.

in re ljushensd in.ie Wife
Dete o; Birth

Place of Birt..

Father's Hationality
wother's Nationality
Race

Religion

Occupation (be specific)
Weekly Income

Education
Grade Coapleted
Date oi Marri: e
Rumber of own children, if sny

Type of chlld requested: Rexs : : Ag®i_

Otier specifications:

Chach place of residence:
Bural Urban suburban
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RAW DATA FOR COMPUTATIONS IN PRESENT STUDY



APPENDIA 9

Category Frequencles for the Computation of Kappa Coefficients
of Reliability for Prospective Foster (Fo) and Adoptive (A4)
Perents Responses to Items of the Sentence Completion Test
and for Comparisons by the Chi 3quare Technique in Three
ways, Combined (Co), Fathers (Fa) and wthers (io).

1 AMCo 1 1 1 3 g 120
AdCo 2 112 1 % 12¢
PoCo 1 165 1 8 120
PoCo 2 0 1 7 8 120
AdFa 1 l?«; 1 1 s 60
FoFa 1 1 Y é &0
AdHo 1 % ¢ 2 1 &0
Poio 1 % 0 2 2 &0

2 AdCe 1 6c v 2 g 26 12¢
AdCo 2 6 23 11 5 126
Pote 1 65 34 7 AG 120
FoCo 2 65 131 5 6 13 120
AdPa 2 23 &b 10 6 17 60
FoFa 2 31 12 3 b 10 60
AdMo 2 32 2 13 5 8 60
FoMo 2 k19 2 2 3 60

3 AdCo 1 g 13 46 12 126
A4Co 2 g 13 9 8 120
PeCo 1 zg 7 6 120
FoCo 2 > 32 19 9 120
AdVs 1 3 9 W 8 60
PoFa 1 2y 20, 11 b 60
AdMo 1 6 W W 4 60
Folp 1 31 17 10 2 60

b AdCo 1 7 s« 2 7 120
AdCo 2 8 E% &6 2 6 120
FPoCo 1 13 52 7 3 5 12¢
FeCo 2 1& 52 50 3 2 120
AdFa 2 2 25 1 1 60
FoFa 2 2 2 22 1 0 60
AdMo 2 19 31 1 g 60
FoMo 2 L 24 2 2 2 60



Ravw Data Contimued.

Growps

] AdCo
AdCo
FoCo
PoCo
AQFa
PoFa
Ad¥o
FoMo

6 AdCo
AdCo
PoCo
FoCo
AdFa
FoFa
AdMo
Fo ©

7 AdCo
AdCo
FoCo
PoCo
AdPu
FoFs
AdHe
Po¥o

P> AdCo
AdCo
FoCo
Polo
AdFa
FoFa
AdHo
Foo

9 AdCe
AdCo
Folo
Folo
AdVs
YoFa
Ao
Toip

AR RRRNRNURNE RO NORRNFRE RO

APPERDIX 9

127

v: |
5% 16 il ) 1& 120
gé 1; 31 ¢ lg 12C
¥ o2y i
g
Eg 13 1% G 7 60
g’; % 1? g ﬁ 22
35 1; ¢ 7 1l 60
28 87 ¢ iy 1 120
2 8 ¢ 3 0 120
8% g C 8 2 120
7 19 15 1 12¢
13 bk o 3 G 6¢
35 15 & 9 1 (1]
15 4§ ¢ ¢ ¢ 60
K3 11 L 6 Y] 60
bo 59 5 l2 12¢
L 53 5 1c 120
53 a 1& 10 120
55 e 1 9 120
26 25 3 6 60
A :
c 17 8 5 6¢
T 190
29 71 16 E 120
27 72 17 4 180
7 ik 2 6C
12 gz 3 60
a7 3 60
1 35 10 1l 60
76 0 31 11 2 120
9 ¢ C 9 P4 120
5 6 h Ji% 2 120
65 6 5 2 120
39 o 1b Z ¢ 60
3¢ 3 17 2 &
7 ¢ 17 A 2 &
5 3 17 5 Y 60
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Raw Data Continued,

Groups : ’
Jtem Comnare 3 '”“&imm%'l :ﬁym'ég&—b’“ N
10 AdCo 1 0 ly o 10 120
AdCo 2 9 3 1 e 120
FoCo 1 2 1 7 2 120
FoCo 2 9 a% o) € £ 120
AdFa 2 ::2 G 8 R 40
FoFa 2 9 O 2 3 60
AdMO 2 46 3 3 3 5 60
FoMs 2 K 12 0 3 3 60
11 AdCo 1 36 ¢ & 10 27 120
AdCo 2 6 0 %W 11 26 120
FoCo 1 2 ¢ kO 9 6 120
FoCo 2 6 c 38 9 9 126
AdFa 1 20 o 20 7 13 60
FoFa 1 3 C 18 7 60
Ad %o 1 16 c 3 ik &0
FoMo 1 b o 22 2 2 60
12 AdCo 1 Ky 62 10 1 ) 120
AdCo 2 gg 72 1b 1 L 120
FoCo 1 ga g 11 11 120
FoCo 2 &7 8 10 120
AdFs 2 19 35 g 1 2 60
FoFa 2 37 2 1 7 60
AdMo 2 i 37 1 o 2 60
Foio 2 20 17 13 7 3 60
13 AdCo 1 10 3 1 é 7 120
AdCo 2 10 3 1 6 ) 120
FoCo 1 9 5 C 12 Vi 120
FoCo 2 5 1 1 Z 120
AdFa 1 2 1 g 60
FoPa 1 46 2 0 4 80
AdMo 1 ] 1 o) 1 3 60
FoMo 1 9 3 0 9 3 60
1 AdCo 1 Gt Z 12 1 120
AdCo 2 93 12 9 120
FPoCo 1 L 13 11 5 120
PoCo 2 30 17 3 g 126
AdFa 2 9 é z 60
FoFa 2 Lo 60
Ado 2 Yy a b 60
FoNo 2 Wi 1 1 60¢



Rav Data Continued.

15

16

17

19

AdCo
AdCo
FoCo

AdFs
FoFa
AdMo
Foo

AdCo
44Co
FoCo

Fola
AdMo
FoMo

AdCo
AdCo
FoCo
FoCo
AdFa
FoFa
Ad Mo
Poio

AdCe
AdCo
PoCo
FoCo
AdFa
PoFse
AdMo
Powo

FoCo

MU NN MO RN IR b e p e )

APPENDIX 9

Bhbt FREESSERS TNELRREE CLRYESES

R
Lo

o
oo

RERYERES

)
Lo o £

gg&u@ +

e

P &
SRR DR ORI

for

Pt b
ONOOIY WOR I WEDD

=

oL
CFOFFIocs DO

e O 7 £l

1oL L To

bt

e

WA ONOCO POROWNOO FFOFORG MmOk
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R el €A
e BoRGRES wirun o o

b
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Rav Data Contirmued.

Groups
disn  Compared AASIDE. 3 A
2 AdCo 1 sh 7 h 1 120
AdCo 2 34 7 A { 10 120
PoCo 1 8 12 19 & 120
FoCo 2 §9 v 17 1 9 120
A N
8

AdMo 2 38 2 3 2 E 60
FolMo 2 1 7 b ¢ N 4]
2 AdCo ! sy 8 18 1» 22 120
AéCo 2 58 g8 26 2 17 120
PoCo 1 65 8 26 1 7 120
FoCo 2 65 10 23 1ib ) 120
AdFa 1 33 b 12 o 11 &0
FoFa ] 37 3 12 o 1 6¢
Ad#o 1 25 % 11 6
Foio 1 25 3 13 i [ 60
22 AdCo 1 62 9 & 3h 7 120
AdCo 2 63 1¢ 6 3% 6 120
Polo 1 72 3 1 33 2 120
FaCo 2 71 b 10 33 2 120
AdFa 2 23 9 k17 2 60
FoFa 2 3+ 1 7 17 & 60
Ad Mo 2 35 1 2 1 60
Foio 2 37 3 3 16 1 60
23 AdCo 1 g 1k 8 11 120
AdCo 2 5 12 2 e 120
FoCo 1 1 37 55 10 120
FoCo 2 19 3Z 53 11 120
AdPs 1 21 25 6 60
FoFe l 2 18 33 (" 60
AdMo 1 3 6 13 z 6¢
FoMo 1 13 19 22 60
2 MCo 1 30 35 37 9 120
AdCo 2 4 39 1 37 9 120
PoCo 1 2 83 5 3 180
Folo 2 W 61 5 z 5 lﬁ

Ad¥a 2 2 18 ¢ 1 it
yoFs 2 az 31 2 2 2 gg

Admo 2 1 20 1 2 4
Yoxe 2 - B T4 3 3 3 &0
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#aw Data Contimued,

G!‘mlp |
DERATred 3 ﬁ g a 2 6 K.
25 AdCo 1 1 %Z 12 3% 17 120
AdCo 2 1 13 gz 14 120
PoCo 1 30 % 16 5 120
PoCo 2 30 16 {% 9 126
AdFe 1 9 17 & : 7 60
PoFa 1 12 22 L 18 g 6C
Adio 1 g 20 3 18 10 60
Foo 1 1 16 5 16 L 50
26 AdCo 1 7 9 3 3 23 9 120
foce i N 26 2 14 3 1 M
FoCo 2 I 36 7 16 18 g 120
PoFa 3 2 45 2 22 ¢ 8
Ado 2 b Z % 3 1k L 60
Fo 10 2 b 19 b 10 3 5 60
AdCo 1 48 4% 1l 8 120
T s 2 W L g 15 10 120
PoCo 1 2{ 31 ? 5 10 120
FoCo 2 29 9 6 12 120
AdFa 1 18 27 2 10 3 60
FoFa 1 28 17 5 a ? 60
AdMo 1 w0 1 3 5 &0
Fosio 1 39 1b 2 2 3 60
28 AdCo 1 13 2 12 3% 9 120
AdCo 2 13 9 13 37 g 1%
Re 3 BB HEBGOR
L0
AdFa 2 6 30 2 16 b 60
Adho 2 s 5B @ o3
Pot'ic 2 5 32 9 13 1 &0
AdCo 1 91 55 9 5 120
Mo 2 s % 1 5 120
FoCo 1 :;E 56 5k 126
PaCo 2 58 3 § 120
AdPa 1 22 %; a 2 80
FoPa 1 27 2 &0
Ad o 1 2 22 é 3 60
Mo Ho 1 2 29 1 2 rys
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Raw Data Coatimied.

Groups - 3% LG _.’m&nﬁm;ﬂ. )
L 5 ) |
30 AdCo 1 66 3 o 12 7 120
AdCo 2 N 2 ¢ 1 7 120
FoCo 1 & 2% 1 2 7 120
FoCo 2 64 2z 21 3 120
AdPa 2 3 1 ¢ kL 1 60
FoFa pr) 3 8 ¢ 12 2 6C
Ad:0 2 3% iR 0 9 N 60
FoMo 2 26 19 o 9 6 60
kv AdCo 1 W3 5 L 7 16 120
AdCo 2 &15 2 lz 7 13 120
FoCo 1l g 5 6 & 120
Folo 2 L6 2 6 o 120
AdFa 1 28 2 20 3 L 60
FoFa 1 20 28 2 L 60
Ado 1 gg o 2% 12 60
Polo 1 1 2% L 2 60
32 AdCo 1 6 Y 31 16 120
AdCo 2 6 2 86 13 120
FoCo 1 18 é 53 12 120
PoCo 2 lz 7 E 2 12 120
AdFa 2 0 5 é 5 &0
FoFa 2 7 2 2 13 9 60
Adio 2 2 2 b 7 8 60
PoMo 2 8 g 25 19 3 60
33 AdCo 1 5 46 0O 2 8 120
AdCo 2 & 83 1 22 8 120
FoCo 1 g 6 11 1 11 120
FoCo 2 63 11 & 6 120
AdFa 1l E hl 4] lg 6 80
FoFa 1 1 26 é 6 &0
Ad o 1 2 W o 1 2 &0
Palo 1 g 3 5 ? 5 60
3 AMCo 1 109 3 6 1 1 180
AdCo 2 110 2 g 1 1 120
FoCo 1 gg 1 9 % L 20
FoCo 2 6 lz & i 120,
AdPa 2 e 2 [ a 60
Pola 2 38 2 11 iy g 60
AdMo 2 Eﬁ t 1 1 ‘ 60
Pous 2 2 & L b 60



APPERDIX ¢

Raw Date Continued,

1 Wy 52 9
AdGo 2 W o5 1)
FaCo 1 22 o7 19
PoCo 2 23 67 20
AdFa 1 20 26 "
FoFa 1l 15 27 12
Ad'o 1 20 26 5
FoMo 1 7 W 7
36 AdCo 1 é5 31 3
AdCo 2 8 29 2
PoCo 1 9 22 ¢
FoCo 2 92 26 0
AdPa 2 18 C
PoFa 2 12 ¢)
AdMo 2 1l 2
Fo¥o 2 Lg  1h ¢
37 AdCo i 4g g 1%
AdCo 2 b 11 15
Felo 1 g 22
Folo 2 27 22
AdPa 1 26 5 7
FoFe 1 10 s 17
Ad¥o 1 i N 8
Foio 1 1 15 5
38 AdCo 1 1 M6 5
AdCo 2 1 & 2
Polo 1 3 b
Folo 2 b 4
AdPs 2 1 22 3
Fola 2 1 2y 2
AdMo 2 16 22 2
FPoxo 2 2 1 2
19 AdCo 1 & 27 32
AdCe 2 20 )
PoCo 1 g ¢
Pelo 2 6 29
AdPe 1 7 15
PoPa 1 2 ¥ 1
AdMo 1 %g 9 15
FoMo 1 17 12
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Ravw Data Continued,

Croups TW .
4o AdCo 1 56 23 33 6 120
AdCo 2 7 23 33 7 120
PoCo 1 5 20 :::2 10 120
FoCo 2 6 21 (M 120
AdPFa 2 2 s 2 ¢ 60
FoFe 2 3 10 G 7 60
AdMo 2 32 9 12 7 &0
FoMo 2 32 11 1% 2 60

S | AdCo 1 2 18 19 a '& 120
AdCo 2 20 16 1@ 23 120
FoCo 1 Wy 32 13 23 120
FoCo 2 W 32 9 12 2 120
AdFa 1 11 8 10 g 22 60
Fofa 1 21 16 3 11 &0
Adio 1 11 1o 7 12 20 60
FoMo 1 23 16 5 12 60
L2 AdCo 1 lehy 32 15 120
AdCo 2 (R ;fg 315§ 120
Polo 1 7 13  1¢ 120
aden 2 2 1% & & o

2

PolFa 2 o 12 I k 60
AdMo 2 z% 1 18 Vi 60
FoXo 2 3 13 B 5 6%
b3 AdCo 1 72 26 17 1 W 120
Co 2 2 1 O L 120
geo 1 % ﬁ 15 3 1 120
FoCo 2 B 16 1 % 9 120
AdFa 1 ak J.a 9 3 &0
FoPs. 1 3 6 2 Z &0
Adio 1 zﬁ 13 & 4] 6C
Fo'to 1 2 7 7 1 3 60
& AdCo 1 L 5 11 2 120
AdCo 2 log 8 11 g 120
FoCo 1 76 25 17 120
YoCo 2 N 26 1; 4 120
AdPa 2 23 I 5 &0
FoFa 2 29 17 7 5 &0
Adido 2 g 20 3 60
PoMo 2 1 '] 8 60
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Raw Data Contimued,

50

51

52

53

Groups

AdCo
AdCo
FoCo
FoCo
iAd¥s
FoFa
AdMo
Fomo

AdCo
AMCo
FoCo
PoCo
AdFa
FoFa
Ad*o
Posa

AdCo
AdCo
FeCo
Folo
AdFa
PoPs
AdMo
Foin

AdCo
44Co
¥oCo
PoCo
AdFe
PoFe
Ad 0
Foro

AdCo
AGCo
Polo
Folo
4dPa
Po¥a
AdMo
Foso
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by X
13 60 5 22 20 126
12 6 § a2 2 120
6C 38 9 & 5 120
9 38 z 9 5 120
3 Bg 9 11 60
1 1 3 5 3 80
9 2 1 12 1 6¢
288 20 6 4 2 60
2 B a4 BB 120
23 28 g g 1l ig
3 ZZ & 16 lﬁ 60
R R %
12 13 27 ] 3 60
2 36 20 1 120
32 27 3 19 Lg 120
1 ; 20 1 13 126
6l 30 9 13 120
21 1& 6 10 ? 6C
2338 &
24 3 22 5 7 60

25 16 1 120
O AT 120
50 g 17 12 16 120
(g 16 13 18 120
1 10 g % 1Y 60
29 12 Vi 60
15 15 Z 19 &0
21 13 2 7 % 50

2 26 6 10 120

] 1 2 & 11 120
¥ 7 32 10 6 120
€ & How o;  m
% & 19 & 2 60
Y0 1 iz 1l [ 60
39 2 1k 2 3 &0
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Raw Daia Contimed.

Groups Lgsory Fre:
ORpaTed g - X
13 AdCo (4l s, 1 9 24 0 12¢
FoCo Choice) [ 20 2) Ez 1l g i2¢
AdFs O 26 1% 1b o 5 60
FoFa 2 18 12 25 1l 2 60
Ad 0 1 33 9 1% £ 2 60
Fo o 2 22 11 19 G 6 60
L6 AdCo (ifals. 22 87 6 12¢
Folo Choice) E 29 5 120
AdFa 15 by 1 6G
FoFa 29 27 Y 60
Adido 12 k3 5 6
Fero 27 32 1 60
57 AdCo 1 6% 1¢ 37 2 120
AdCo 2 66 16 32 120
FolCo 1 7¢ 20 & 2 120
Folo 2 72 23 11 1k 120
AdFa 1 3& g 16 & 6C
FoFa 1 1 2 1} 60
AdMo 1 2 } 21 by 28
Fo.io 1 7 b i1
58  adCo 1 32 3% 37 17 120
44Co 2 38 é() 15 120
PoCo 1 37 ] 1ih 3 120
PoCo 2 6 65 17 2 120
AdPa 2 16 16 20 8 60
PoPa 2 2 24 ? 1 60
Kdro 2 11 22 20 7 60
Foo 2 1 60

12 37 10
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ABSTRACT OF

Existential needs, which are increasingly being postu~
lated by propoments of existentiel psychology, sre not being
extensively or intensively zubmitted Lo objective experimente-
tion. In this project the initial step was tasen to submit to
scientific observation one of Ruttin’s theorems concerning
existential needs, namaly, the need to go on exlsting amongst
one's fellownmen either through posterity or work,

The population wes drawn from an Asmerican milieu, with
subjects selected from the field of social sclence. Two groups
of substitute parents were used; in one group there were sixty
childless couples who wished to become sdoptive parents; in
the other group thare were sixty couples, all biological parents,
who wished to hecome foster parenis. The groups weres matched
on &n educational, age and socio-economic level.

A motivationnl statement, givimg the reassons {or wanting
a child, was obtained from each couple. iach subject was
independently administered @ sentence completion test of the

1 8ister Mary Fidelis Tones, doectorsl thesis presented
to the Faculty of Fsychology snd Bducation of the University
of Ottawas, Ontaric, 1966, x+=139 p.
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Colvin-Behman type. In addition, two of the items which re-
quired motivationsl respenses, and the coabined motivational
statenents of ssch couple, vere categorized according to three
levels of psychic life, &z postulsted by Kuttin,

For both procedures, coefficieats of relisbility were
estimated, three compariscns wers made by the Chi Sgquare tecini-
que, and levels of significance obtained, HResults led to the
rejection of the nmull hypothesis of no significant relationships
betveen the group responses to the sentence completion test when
items required projection into the future and elicited responses
related to postarity or work. The mull hypothesisz of no signi-
ficant relationships betuwsen group responses was also rejected
for the motivational statements.

The primary comtribution of the study was the imiroduec-
tion of Nauttin's theorem of axistential nceds to objective
experimsntation in sn American milieu. A secondary contribution
was added knowledge gained for social sclence about the needs
of substitute parents.

Recommendations as & result ¢f the findings wvere as
follows: To have the theorem include tlie word "and" so as to
read that there is an existantial nesed to extend onsmslf into
the future through posterity and/or work., Alse: To test the
theores for its universality by conducting ressarch on samples
ef different racial, ethnic and multural groups, esch sample
to cover s range of ages and other personality varisbles,



