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CHAPTER ONE

LITERATURE REVIEW
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The study of temale crimiﬁélity has been mgrginal at
best, to the studies coﬁdd?ted on male criminality
‘résdlting from the cémmoﬁ'beliet that because female
‘ crxminals are fewer in nuﬁber, female criminaiity is not
- an xmportant issue (Hukherjee and Schutt, 1981:31). in
rnddztxon,_the notxonlthat women arechrlmlnologxcally much
icSS'interestigg“-fhan men remains a common theme {Cowie,
Cowié and Sléter;'1968:l). Nevertheless, there has been
some xnterest ev1denced in female criminality, ana in

v

recent years, thh the suggestlon that there has been an
‘increase in femgle cr;m;nalxty, the 1nterest in explorlng
this'phenqunom}ﬁas'e*panded.A In early.tlmes, the focus
had been ;he.aiffﬁrcnges between the incidence ana nature
of male and female crimiﬁality. In more recent times, the

" focus has shifted to the increase in ,the incidence ana

change in the nature of female criminality.

LN

L

The earlier, traditional school of thought expounded
upon the psychological and physiological factors inherent
in the nature of women which influences criminal activity.

These theorists upheld a belief in biological or
. : .,

e

N



_psychologlcal detérmxnlsm suggestlng that the
' ‘respons;bll;ty for crime lay in an 1nd1v1dual s b1ologlcal
or'psyohologicai'nakefup. =
One of the flrst major works on female cr1m1nal1ty

was Lombroso and Ferrero s The Pemale Offender (1980,

'flrst-publlshed in 1895)u' Thelr theory was one of
‘ .
biological determlnlsm based on the concept ot atav1sm ‘

whlch 1nvolved the - bellef that true. crlmlnals - khe born

_crlmlnals - ‘were b1ologlcally lnferlor, as they were,

,throwbacks ‘to -an earller evolutlonary stage in human S

P

_jdevelopment. They belleved that these crlmlnals had had )

"“thELK ontogenlcal development arrested at a phylogenlcal'

R f
vlevel whlch resulted 1n crlmlnal man - rather than c1v1llzed

LY

' man. Tell tale anatom1ca1 features, ‘they called stigmata

-“of crlme, permltted the two to be- dlstlngu1shed from each

'+ . other. At least four of these stigmata had to be present

'for‘the identification of a born cr1m1nal. According to
]Lombroso and Ferrero, the true female criminal'possesses‘
" all of‘the.criminal characteristics of male criminals in
addition to all of the worst_qdalities of women in that
they.are cunning} reyengful and deceitful. Women, they
olaim, possess many qualities conmon in children such as
jealousx_and cruelty, but "in‘ordinary cases, these

defects are neutralized by piety, maternity, and want of

” 5

)

4
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.passion, sexual coldness, by weakness and an undeveloped

1ntelllgence (1980:151). When, however, such qualltles

o

are absent, women possess the capaczty to transform 1nto a:‘

criminal worse than any man.

In add1t1on to the bor% crlmlnal they”postulated

the ex1stenca of two other types of crlmlnals - the

occa51onal and the hysterlcal cr1m1nal Accordlng to

_Lombroso and Ferrero, the occasxonal crlmlnal, unlike the

born crlglnal, does not possess‘any characterlstlcs

indicative of degenerat1on. In the case of the OCCa51onal

criminal,

perver51ty and vice are of a mllder
form (than the born criminal). and -
there is no want of the higher '
virtues of the sexes, such as
chastity and maternal love

(1980-192)
»

They state that the occa51onal crlmlnal 15 otten

"reluctantly led 1nto crime through_the suggestlon of a

- - /
lover, father or. brother {1980: 196) They also clalm that

ilearned women who are . naturally moral are often reduced to

suic1de, crime and prostltutlon because they are unable to
B ) : '

_utilize their skills to earn a living in offices or



tprofeésions due to a lack of opportunities. The authors
also. suggest that the éxcessive temptatlons ot otherwlse
normal women cause many to commit offences, partlcularly
agalnst property. Therefore, the occa51onal crlmlnals are
d15cr1bed by the authors as normal or nearly normal ‘women
who perlodlcally acqu1ece to their temptatlons, lack ot
opportunlty,or-the suggestions of others.

of thea‘hyetericai offender, the authors state:

their absorbing preoccupation with
themselves makes the love scandal and a
publlc sensation. They are excessively
impressionable, consequéntly easily moved
to.choler, ferocity, to sudden and
‘unreasonable likes and dislikes.

' : (1980: 219)

The hySterical offender is irrational, has a‘mania
 for lying and a.single hyster1ca1 offender may be found’
guilty of several offences: "one will wound, rob, poison,
‘burn, .and bear false.Witness. Another yill_prostitute
herself,3steal'children,'calumniate, ano,eteal".“

tl980:232{.'_There-i5'no limit to the type or vioiousness;
of an offence‘committed by an hysterical'offender.- Like .

the born crlmlnal the hysterical female'Offender can .

often surpass thelr sex and become worse than any man. o



To test the1r theory.'in connectlon wlth wOmen, the

—authors studled photographs of female offenders, measured

cran1ums and counted the moles and tattoos of 1mpr1soned

women to'deteot slgns of atav1sm. However, as the signs
of atavism disoouered among the cr1m1nal women they 3
studled were so few, Lombroso and Ferrero conceded that
few women arelfborn criminals'. The majority o§ female
offenders Qere,consequently considered to be. occasional

criminals - a breed of 'lesser dangerosity than?the'borpi

rlmlnals, 1n that thelr crlmlnalléy was 51tuatlonally

1

#/generated.. ' L N :, . - _ ','~

In their explanation of why true criminals -are

seldom found among the‘female population,. the authors

3

. suggest that modern day-women are nearer to their origin -

than modern day men in that they exhibit two of the most

sallent characterlstlcs of prlmltlve women precocity and

a smaller degree of dlfferentatlon in stature,_cranium,

¢

hbraln and muscular strength. In addltlon, women are leSS'
actlve than men, more law ab1d1ng and thelr blologlcally
.jdeterm1ned role of mother renders them less likely to

resort.to criminal activity. However; Lombrosc and

Ferrero suggest that for what the true female criminal
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lacks in numbers, she makes up in the immense viciousness

and atrocity of her crimes.

-

- Another terrible point of super-
irority in the female born criminal
- over the male lies in the refined,
diabolical cruelty with which she
accomplishes her crime.” To kill
her enemy does not satisfy her,
- she needs to see him suffer and
. know the full taste of death.’
{1980:148)

Thus, Lombroso and Ferrero viewed fémale offenders as
doubly exceptional, as a woman and as a criminal
(1980:151). They suggest that crime is an unnatural and
biologicélly-abnormal activity for women and that it is
mqfe normal for'men'to'commit criminal acts. A bo:ni
female criminal consequently, fhe.authons.state} is not
only an_abnormal'ﬁomén,'buﬁ she is bioldéicélly similar to

a man.

. A second work exists in Otto Pollak's The Criminality

of Women (1961, originally published in 1950) which
pdraliels the biglégicélgdeterminist pogition oﬁ Lombroso.
However, unlike Lombrasoy Pollaﬁ extends the pausal
factors of female criminality tb inclﬁde sdcial.and'

psychological influences.

Central to Pollak's work is his.contention‘that_
female criminality is largely 'masked’' as a result of the

under-reporting of offences committed by women, ‘the lower™’
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detection rafes of female offenders as compéreq to men,
ahd the greater lenieﬁcy shown to women by the police and -
courts. Hencé, he suggests'that the propensity for female
priminality is probably faf mofé exteﬁsive than the

criminal statistics indicate. ®

-Poliak-asserts that the.position which womeﬁ occupy
in the,soqiai Qrder_and.the.roles which they assume by
virtue of their sex is a protection.against,the crimes
they.commip. He suggests that women are ' not suspect
because of théir social situation and roleé'such-as'
_homemékér or domestit servant. "Many cfimes'thch are
considered highly detéctable lose‘this guality when they
are committed by women Eeéawpé_of the way in whicﬁ_they
are carried out" (1961:3)2 The author states that-the
opportunities afforded'to females to commif crimes afe.not_
the same as thoSe‘of‘their male céunterpa&ts‘and'that
crimes committed gy men are highly pﬁblicized; The means
they use also taints thé naturé of1the E;E;g. As an. o
example, he péinﬁs out:

Mﬁrdér is considered a crime of

high public character. If committed
by a woman, however, this crime may .
nof be so highly detectable because
female murderers resort to Qoison to

a much higher degree.
(1961:3)
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- . . . . " . .
Ip addition to this,.pe méintéinS‘that the victim of a
female offender of a violent crime -is often a husbéﬁd, )
child or lover and ‘that the offence is committed within

the confines of the-home, most notably the kitchen or

»

bedroom. Smart (1976:19), however, challenges Pollak's;
opportunity theory noting that men too have the protection
of their homes in which to commit crimes such as wife -

assault and incest which may also go undetected.

/ .
Pollak further suggests that:

Women's social roles give her many
opportunities for theft.: These o
opportunities, although very different
~ » 1n many respects, have one thing in
common: they give the woman offender
a chance to steal and remain undetected
or at least unprosecuted to an extent
which male thieves can. never hope to
enjoy. '

-

(1961:31) ) B

A domestic servant is in a positiom to steal from her
employer as is a prostitute from her client, committing

3 .

property crimes which go largely uhdeteétgd.

Pollak contends that women are inherently deceitful,
as evidenced by their ability to conceal menstruation and,

disguise sexual response. This deceitful nature extends



to women both within and outside the ambit of crime.
Female offenders, however,‘use‘their social roles to pfey
"upon unsuspecting victims. Citing theft as an example, he
states, "the common characteristic of the various ways in
which female pickpockets éo about their trade is the

decepﬁive use oé a feminine role which throws the victim

off his guara aﬁd facilLta£é$ the theft" (1961:31)s

. Pollak suggests that thé women offender uses her seX as

bait for:the victimrthus paving the way to commit an

offence and'decreasihg the risk of being'cauggt-T196l:31).
\l | .l | [

Pollak attributes the under—feportiné of fermale crime
to the oftgn precarious positions in-which some offenders
leave their victims. A prdstitufe who steals from her
client is'ﬁnlikely to be reported to the authorities by
the victim who would rather avoid legal action agaihst a

prostitute than risk social stigma. Similarly, a victim

of  an S;fence by a female may not wish to report the

incidenE-Qynu@rtue of the fact,that he has fallen prey to

. ~ : ;
a wqﬁaﬁjf;hich could offen result in embarrassment. 1In
addition, Pollak claims that it is part of our culture
that women should be protected by men and, therefore; male

victims are less inclined to report females to the
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authorities. VHe.suggeSts~tHet if-a female is not the
effendef,_then she is often tﬁe'instigator and will be
protected by therée:son whom she'manipulatedhieto
commit;ing the,offence. Therefore, Pollak states that
%"the cover-of,ope oé woman's social roles, her“modus
oéerandi, and the type'oflviétim, seem to mask female

criminality to a very high degree" (1961:26).

"Misplaced gallantry" (1961:4) is offered as another

contribution to the masked criminality. He suggeste'that

" men have deceived themselves by-believing that women

cannot become criminals.Pollak also adds that chivalry on
the part of the police, prosecutors,end'courts in
protectlng women from the stlgma of criminal prosecution’

accounts for much of the hldden crlmlnallty among women.

The biological issues 5urrquﬁding the nature of
female ctriminality are put forth by bollak in what he
terms the generative phases, ﬁeme;y‘menee;uatien,
pregnancy, and menopause. rHere} ﬁollak coetiﬁues to
expand upon Lombroso s basic premise of anatomlcal and
physioclogical dlfferences of men and women as’ they

influence personallty. He suggests that. the physical and

psychological changes which accompany menstruatlon,

pregnancy and menopause result in weakened 1nh1b1t10ns
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which can, and often do, result in the commission of a*

crime. | /“‘\"

The author cited studies which showed a high
correlation between ce;taiﬁ property and violent crimes
and thé mensﬁrual cycie._ This cycle, he states, is a
constant reminder to a woman that she is not like her male
-coﬁﬁterpaft and cannot, therefore, achieve what he is able
to achieve. Thus, this generative phase provokes
frustration which may result in crime;

_Coﬁcernihg prégnanéy, Pollak states, ;the
péychplogiéal characteristics of prégnancy,'suqh as
unmotivated changes of mood, abnormal cfavings and
impulseS‘énd témporary impairment of consciopsness, points
élqo.in the direction of criminal causation™ (1961:130).
Menopausal women, he aséerts,'are fraught with
- frustration, depréssion, mood.SWingéjéahd-if married, the
 fear of losing her sexual appeal and_ultimately; her
hquand. These feelings leave'womén.more vulnerable to
commit cértain crimes. Imélicit in his'theory, notes

N .
Smart (1976:51) "is an attempt to show that there is some
b1ologlcal, psychlc or soc1al 1mba1ance present in women |

when they commlt—crlmlnal of fences"” 'a theory whlch she

claims is empirically unfounded.
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'Despite his biological orientation, Pollak éees an

¢
{

3 env1ronmental component ip female crlmlnallty.f Turnlng to

e

the effpct of emanc1pat10n on crime, he stated that

women's pursu1t for equallty in the labour foqce and the

/’ ]

attalnment .of same, is.causing female crime to 1ncrease.

*
He notes that World War Two which forced women out of the

home and into the labour force saQ a dramatic increase in
_female crime. Conversely, when the returning men resumed
their positions in the labour force and the women returned
to the home,.feméle crime rates fell.' He suggests tha;
with her 1ncreased 5001al functlons and respon51b111t1es,
her opportunltles for crime have correspondx@ly increased - _/_’-3 .
—

e //

and she is embracing ‘those- opportunltles.

Pointing opt,that:

Ever since the 1870's, criminologists
have predicted that the progressing
'social equilization between the sexes
and particularly the entrance of. women
into ever wider fields of economic
pursuits would lead to an increase in
the volume of female crime..

(1961:58)

Pollak Clalms the predlctlon has transplred Relying
~on ‘crime statlstlcs of various countries durlng war tlmes,

- Pollak statés that the sudden emancipation of women which
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opéned new social roles and.opportunities had an'éffect on
female crime, stating that "there seems to be sufficient
évidence to support the hyﬁothesié that an increase in
'female crimes against pfoperty is a concoﬁiﬁant of social
emanciéation of women" (1961:75). The absence oé an
increase in violent crimes during the war time, Pollak
‘ekplains with the absence of husbands and lovers during -

the war. They were usually the victims of a woman's

violent attack.

‘Another major work with a biological determinist base

is Cow1e, Cowie and Slater's Dellnquency in Glrls (1968),

a study ofldeligquent juvenlles in training school. Like
Pollak, Cowie ahd‘his colleagues recognize that social
factors are relateé‘to delihquency, but they suggest that
such factors play a more important role 1n male
dellnquency (1968: 175) "The authors cogéend that
bidlogical and somatic variances determine -ifferénces in
_béth delinquené DLYS‘AQG girls and between\delingquent and
normal girls. In their attempt to identify dualities‘
which sepafate deiihquent and normal girls, the authors
studied three hundred and'eighteen (318) delinquent girls

in a training school in London, England. The authors

i3
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found that not only were delinquent girls being raised in
poorer homes with lower moral standards, worse discipline
and more conflict, they were more likely than normal girls
and delinquent boys to suffer from brain abnormalities,
psychiatfic disorders and other forms of impaired health
such as'béing'"dversizgd, 1umpisﬁ, uncouth and graceless"
(1968:166). The authors viéwed the criminal as a product
of defective heredity or a genetic anomaly and state “the
greatér thé degree of masculinity, the greater the

delinquent predisposition® (1968:1%71).

Cowie and his colleagues found that delinguent girls
were obstinate in their behavior: They also found that
the offences for which they were incarceréted were peiiy
and trivial when compared with the offences of boys.
Nevertheless, they maintain that delinguent girls deviate
from social aﬁd psychological norms tora greater degree

than delinquent boys (1968:186).

Psychologlcal factors are used by Cowie et al to
explaln the low 1nc1dence of crlme by females The
pattern of personality and behavioural development is more
stable and constant in women than men, and women can take ~

more stress from the environment before reacting to it.



-15- | ‘ A

' The authors hybotﬁesﬁié-that thé lower level of
delinguency is because women héve "lower liability'or
relatively better protecﬁién against the stresses that
'prbvéke delindueﬁt behavior“(i968:169). The ‘mino:r
‘involvement of women in crime;is'due to a greéter'
constitutional resistance.ratﬂér than a lower ircidence ot

deviance-inducing stress in their lives.

When the problem shifted-érom;differenégs in-the-
incidence and nature of crime to an increase in and a
change in the nature of crime, a second schéblfcf thought
has been developed Sy theoriét; who ﬁostuléte-the'
significance of social and culturalifactors; ItCora,
19B2:1). This most recent school of thou?nt,éhallenges
épme of the'fundaﬁental assumptions of the‘éarlierr
tﬁeorists and atteﬁpts to explain the inéreésé in feﬁgle
criminality in terms of the emancipation of wgﬁen-and the

change'in their role in the last several decades. ' ~-

..

Freda AdLef's work Sisters in Crime (1975),

highlights the eftects of women's 1iberatioﬁ onocrime

z
suggesting that women are shedding their feminine roles
and emulating men not only in their educational and

occupational pursuits, but also in their criminal careers.
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: ﬁdler refers to the ‘darker side' 6f liberation noting
‘that just as women are gaining oppor;unikiéé in legitimate
fields, many are entering the field of, major crime once
thought gxclusively a male domain. As'a.soéialiy rising
group, women are closing'the social and criminal gaps |
which. have historically separated them from men.l
™ . .

_She suggests that the barriers which have prevented
WQmen ffom entering the "major 1eaédés of crime" are
: related‘mofe go social than séxualjfacto:s (1975:28).
Ability,and'oppoftunity hHas restricted women to pétty

¢rimes such as shoplifting. Because of their role as
.hémemaker, they Lere condemmed to the édmmiss@on of those_:
crimes. Men, on the other h;nd, aré employed in a number
6f occupations in which moré luérativé érimes can be
committed. However, as their needs and abilities are
similar to those of men, women have begph to reassess
their traditional roles and have ;ttempted t€ gain _equal
footing with men. Adler étates that'the'woPéa's
liberation movement in conjunction with ‘the fight tor
equal rights has succeeded, albeit gradually,"in

increasing the abilities and oppoftunities of women. The

‘new feminism'which has transpired has opened the doors to



o -17-

a broader spectrum of legal and‘illegal aéﬁivities and as
- a result, womeﬁ'aré discgfding théir'feminine roies_i%d.
are be&oming more ﬁanlike in both legal‘ana iriegél . .
spheres (1975:253) o

Asuwoméh bégin to reap the behefité of success in the
jobs, occupatlons and positions tradltlonally de51gned for

men, they are broadenlng their scope of crlmlnal
proc11v1t1es.
Like her legitimate based sister,
the female criminal knows too much
~ to pretend or return to her former role
L as a second-rate criminal confined to
*feminine crimes' such as shoplifting
and prostitution. She has had a taste
of financial victory. In some cases,
she has had a- taste of blood. Her
‘apetite, however, appears to be only
whetted. C— =

(1975:15)

Adler disputes the notion that women are inherently
more honest than men stating thét once women enter the
héretoforé\halg dominated fieldsf they will be subjectea
to the ,same temptaﬁions'experienced by male offenders.

. She states that "as the 9051t10n of women approx1mates the
‘position of men, so does the frequency and type of
criminal activity" (1975_:251)r and she predicts-that
white~-collar crimes committedrﬁy women Qiil-achieve par

with men in the future.
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‘Adler seeks to aupport*aer poaitién with reference to
the color 1mbalance among female of fenders w1tnessed in
prev1ous years. She states that black women have had a
higher propensity for crime only because thelr econom1c
circumstances and the lack of legltlmate opportqnltles.Led
thém to criminal actiwvity. Whiﬁe women;'onzthe;athet-
hand, have been less inclined?to resort ta daviaaf methods
of behavior because they have been relativel;iprateated.
both flnanc1ally and socially by the1r whlte counterpart.
However, as they are noc longer w1111ng to accept
protection at the price of submission, they_are_being
forced into other legitimate and illegitimta,meana of;
support. : ' 'C. |

Although white women will aoon matéh the crimiaaligy'
of their black sisters, Adler notes that the typé*of hyiﬁe
in which they will be involved is likely to dlffer.‘-Tﬁe
socio-economic positiovns of black women and their lack of
legitimate Opportunities will lead them in the directign B
of blue colkaf crime while white women will be more .
inclined to commit whiﬁe'collar crime as a result of

greater opportunities.

-

; Adler suggests that "the-simplest and most accurate

way to grasp the essence of woman's changing patterns (in
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crime}) is to discard dated notions of femininity. This is
a role fewer and fewer women are willing to play”
(1975:30)¢ This change, however, leaves many adolescents
in psychological limbo in their attempts to use role
models who themselves are in a tenuous position (Adler,
" .
1978:133). Struggling with the changing roles and-
perceptions of fema;es in society, young girls are
recognizing that their social positions are approximating
that 'of males and their activities, criminal -or otherwise,
: %

are no longer fraught with socio-sexual limitations.

With the technological advances reducing

the number of unskilled jobs and cultural

changes redefining a woman's 'place, never

before have so many young females had so

much incentive to desert traditional roles

and so few opportunities to find new ones.

A rise in delinquency under such turbulant

conditions .is predictable.

(Adler, 1978:163)

Finally, Adler staﬁes that the equality which women
are demanding will reflecﬁlthe treatment of women within
the criminal justice system. The‘chiva;rous tfgatment
women have received in the past will be reduced and the
‘5conditioﬁs of being a woman in a man's wopld wili carry
less protection"(1975:252). In édditiont equal empioyment

i
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oppo?tﬁnities will extend fhemselves'to women in all areas
of 1aQ énforcement and éfimina% justice administration.
Ihe;efore} we can expect to see female policemen,
prosecutors, judges and prison.pérsonnel deal with female .
offendefs more on the facts and meriﬁs:of tﬁe_case rather
than on emotibnal'Eénsideratipns; The lack of distinction
between male and female crime will also cause women to be
prosecuted more‘rigbrously in&keeping.with their demand
for equality (1975:252)..

To con¢lude, Adlef asserts that the female crime wave
is a sécial réality‘and‘that women are slowly moving from
the shadows of soéiEty to the foreground of crimiﬁal ghd
noncriminal. activity - a manifestation that is here to
étay. -

8

fn.Women and Crime (19753), Rita Simon‘also attempts
to shgw a correlation beﬁwéén the_women's movement and
crime by pfoviding a ;tatistical picture of female
criminality over two decades and details on the st?fus ot
women in the labour force, marriage, income and edﬁcation.
According to Simon, the oppression and disgrimination
which QOmen have experienced since the 19%40's has been

‘reflected in the crime statistics by way of minor crimes
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such as shoplifting and bad cheques. She hypethesizes
that as women become more liberated from the hearth and

home and become involved in full-time jobs, they are more

-y

‘likely to become engaged in the types of‘crimeé_for which

their occupations provide them with the greateef
opportunities"(lQ?S-l)- She suggests that as women begin
to penetrate the labour force and begin to acqulre white

collar jobs, crimes such as embezzlement, larceny and

~forgery will increase. While these types-of criﬁes will

uhdoﬁbtedly-riee because of occupational opportunities,
she states that violent crimes, particularly murdeér and
manslaughter will .decrease. Violent crimes, she claims,

are often committed by women who are frustrated by :the

subservient and'dependent ro%es which they occupy.f

Increaéed pafticipation in the labour force and‘edeeation
will allev1ate these %eellngs of frustration and
exp101tat10n thus minimizing thelr motlvatlon to‘commlt
violent crimes (S;mon, 1975) , B ‘
Simon notes that notwithstanding theincrease in
female part1c1pat10n in the labour force, there is lletle
evidence which indicates a. Shlft in occupatlonal patterns

among women. Tradltlonally,,women who enter the work

force have been given low paylng sales and clerlcal

+
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positions and this pattern has remained constant even
though their partioipation in the labour force between .
1948 and 1971 has 1ncreased by forty percent {1975:24).
Notlng that there are more women in the labour force today
{1975) than'thete has ever been during periods of peace, -

and that more women are attending college, Simon states

that employment statistics indicate that women continue to

occupy low-status positions. She claims:

Before women's contribution to crime
“can be expected to match their:repre-
sentation in society, women must have
the opportunltles for committing these
crimes.... It is not enough that almost
half of all the women work; they must
also have those types of jobs that will
prov1de them with the opportunities to
commit offences that are important
enough to report

(1975:106)
&~ a

P Therefore,. she concludes it is only when women begin
to occlpy white collar and managerial positions will their
contribution to crimes which will enhance theit economic
positions in life, such as fraud ‘and embezzlement, rise.
Relying heavily on Uniform Crime Report statistics,

Simon indicates that arrest rates of men and women

involved in property crimes such as forgery and
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embezzlement in 197é was app}oximaﬁely four to one.
‘However, Simon speculates that this ratio should even out
by the 1990fs snce women begin to penetrate high—;tatus |
occupation§ andihenceg;seize'the-opborﬁunities to commit

such crimes.

Althougﬁ Simon highlights the fact that arrest rates
for property crimes among females in 1972 are higher than
they -have ever been in American history, her efforst are
concentrated on identifying the fact that.female arrest
rates are not commensurate with their representation in
societyﬁ She.claims a rise in opportunities should leaa

to crime, particularly forgery, embezzlement and larceny

but. these opportunities have still not materialized.

P

.Inldiscussing the impact of the contemporary women's

movement on crime,” Simon states:

Given the characteristics of the members
of the women's movement, it is unlikely
"that it has had a significant. impact, or
that indeed it has.made much of in impression
on women already involved in crime. Indeed,
most of these women have yet to hear of
consciousness raising, and of sisterhood in
a political sensey and those who have may
well rldlcule these.sentlments or attack
. them -as empty mouthlngs of women whose

» lives have always been characterized by

material comfort, stability and security.
( (1975:18)
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Simon_sﬁégests, however, that the Qdéls.¢§ ﬁhe
woménﬂg movement, most notably equai pay,méy well Opeﬁ'
dooré of hiéhéstétus'white cdliar.positions tbfwomen, thus
facilitétihg.thg'pommiésion of;certain offences.

o . - ".

One area in which women appear to be receiving equal
treathent as a result‘of the women's movement notes Simon,
is in the érea‘of'law‘enﬁgpcemenﬁ.' She-stétes that law
enforcement officials feel that if it is egquality under
the law wémen want ; that is what they will get - the )
éonseduences being moré arrests and convictions. It would
appear that this has, in fact, manifested itsélf_in the
'érfest statiétics, étates Simon, the beginning of the
contemporary women'é movement- having reduced the amount

of chivairy shown by the police and courts.’

-

Notwitgéténding the strong conviction af Adler and
Simon, many resqarchers‘(Aﬁstin, 1982; Smart, 1976; Weis,
1976, Mandle, 1979; Steffensmeier, 1978; Leventhal, 1977;
Rans, 1978; Hirsh, 1981; Giordano andICernkovich,'i979;
Hoffman-Bustamante, 1973, Cameron, 1964) dispute that
theré.exists a direct causal relationship igtﬁeen women's

liberation and crime.

-
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Austin (1982) states that if the movement is to be
implicated, "an increase in female criminality must occur

disproportionaﬁely among middle class women" (1982:411).
_ : | R _

‘The women's movement is indeed primarily*middlé class and

it is within this.class that occupational opportunities
exist. However, Austin points out that according to.
Durkheim's anomie theory, it is the lower éiass women who
benefit least from the movement, while having their
asperations and expectations'raised that are most likely
to resort to deviant modes of behavior(1982:411).
Although many female offenders view themselves as
libefated,'their beliefs about Qomen in generai do not

necessarily denote liberated attitudes. Austin notes that

"it is their‘self—image, not their expectations of others

-

-~

P S
{

The increase in female criminality that official

that is likely to influence their behavior" (1982:413).

crime statistics indicate is ,thought to be the result of

changes iﬁ poliEe poiicy and discretion and in citizen
reporting éractices rather than an increase.in female
participation 'in criminaf‘activity {Austin, 1982;
Leventhal, 1977; Nettler, 1978; Schur, 1983)

Austin suggests that increased participation in the

labour force may, in fact, be related to the rise in crime
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rates, though he ' states that the 1ncrease in embezzlement,

larceny and theft are not concomitants of female

emanc1patlon.g Rather, robbery and auto theft which are

.

not dlrectly related to occupatlonal opportunltles "are
-offences for whlch a female emancipation effect is greater

and more certain” (1982.427).

Other factors, that may be responsible for the
increase in female criminality are put forth by Austin.
The increase in self-service establish;ents may acoount
for the'rise in larceny and theft offences‘because women
are galnlng greater access to consumer -goods.
Addltlonally, "dlfferentlal male/female exposure to
television advertising of consumer goods and to proyrams
sdggesting that crime'is profitable” is hypothesized by

Austin as other causes of crime (1982:427)

He states that empirical evidence does not support

the theory that the women's movement is the cause of
increased female-criminality. Rather, he postulates that
increased participation of womern in the labour torce and
social evolution which are related to, but not

consequences of women's liberation, may account for the

rise in female crime rates.

"
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In one of the few empirically tested studies

-

cbﬁductéd on female crim;nality and its relaiionship to
the women's movement, Glo;ia‘Leventhal (1977) studied
twenty-five female criminals aﬁd twenty-five non-criminal
college students, administering three attitudinal scales,
to determine if a relétionship;exists between feminist
atfiqﬁdes and crime. The three scales administered were
(1) The Attitude Towards Women Scale, to measure the .
attitudes towa:ds the rights and roles of women in
contemporary societﬁ. {2) The Open Sﬁbordination to Women
Scale, .which measures_one}s attitude toﬁard women's
alleged inferiority, narrowness and offensiveness; and {3)
ThHe MinnESota;Multiphasic Personality Inventory {MMPI)
Scale used to measure ohe's own-feminify aé defiﬂed by

traditional roles (1977:1180).

.

) _The results of the two former scales indicated that
the "criminal éample's attitudes toward women in general
was that they wece weak, less capable and unable to
control their emotions:;;ﬁhey felt:wémen should be
submissive, faithful to their husbands, should not drink,
curse or smoke. In shéft, that a woman's place was in the

home" (1977:;118l1). 1In addition, all but two of the

criminal sample gave negative reactions to the Women's
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Liberation Movement. In contrast, the non-criminal sample

indicated that women should be assertive and géin equality

in all levels of employment, education and socio-sexual

matters.

The results of the third scale which measures one's
own feminity indicated that the non-criminal women had
more traditionally feminine values and interests, stating
that they were passive, submissive, weék and inferior to
mens The criminal women indicated that they were "less

feminine in nature in a world where they believed women

)

- should follow traditionally feminine roles" (1977:1181), a

view unquestionably contrary to the Women's Liberation

- ™
Movement.

Leventhai, therefore, conclﬁdes that there does not
exist a relationship between the women's movement and
crime and states that women may ﬁot be c0mmitting more
crimes as many theorists suggest,'bgt that many more of
them are being apprehended, convicted and sentenced now

more than in previous years.

Other theorists have begun to recognize the
importanée of empirical evidence in examining the allegeda

increase in female criminality. As such Steffensmeier
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{1978), in his analysis of changing levels of female
prbperty‘cfime bgtween 1960 and 1975 states that many
theorists, most notably Adler (1975} énd Simon (1975) have
interpreted the UCR data incorrectly, and suggests that
two fundamental issues are beingvoveriooked in the
analysis of data . First, one'mustrexaﬁineﬁthé
. correlation betweén fehéle‘arkéSﬁ rites and the femalg
population-&ufing Ehe same period., If the latter is
gre&ter than the former;_ypen to contend that there is a
female crime wave is soméwhat tenuous. Second, an
examigation of the increase in female arrests vis-a-vis
ma?e}arres;s is needed to eﬁamine the extent, if any, that
female crime rates are increasing (Steffengmeier,
1975;&57), "
-#From h;s aqalysis of UCR data in cohjﬁhctién with
census dqta, Steffgﬁsmeier concluded that ‘with respect to
;foperty crime, the increase in the female‘:ate€ié not
eommenSuraté with the increase in the rates for men. Yet,
ne claims that as the demandlfor equality increases,
woﬁen's.propenéity for committing propérty_crime'too'
-should increase, though this increaée should not extend to

. ks .

violent criﬁés_(1978:5781 Conteﬁhing:



-30-
our data suggests that, although
there may be general changes in
‘the female role, there is little
evidence for the unique influence
of the women s movement on changes

in women's propensities for crimes -
(1978 578)

'Qhe asserts that an exten51on of traditional temale role'
’ ct1v1t1es are responsxble for the increase in property
‘offences‘oommltted by females rather than the

‘establishment of new role patterns.

The increaee in property crimes such as larceny may
be att?ibuted to greater oarticipation ot women in sex
spec1f1c activities such as shopplng Steffeneoeier
agrees with Austln that the modern1tat1on of ShOpplng
centers and self-service emporiums have enhanced a woman s
ability to shopllft (1978:579). At the same time, he.
suggests that 1ncreased arrest, rates for crlmes such as
shoplifting may'be due to technologlcal 1mprovements in

surve1llance methods and an increased de51re on the part

of store officials- to press charges.

Steffensmeler contests Adler and Simon's theory that

as women acqulre whlte collar Jobs,.embezzlement and fraud
will increase. He states that this 1mp11es that female

criminals are becomlng more masculine and insidious in the

\\'

~
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';comm1551on of . thelr crlmes.; He states that the idea of
women ‘as corporate embezzlers and archltects of.
5soph1st1cated bu51ness frauds 1s “w1shful thlnklng that
. women are 1ndeed maklng 1nroads lnto tradltxonal malel
“7dom1nateq whitefeolla: and corporate criminal endeavors®

©(1978:578).

f'Rat:.l’ier than'attributing the ihcreased participation

- :gof females in crlme to the women's movement, it may‘be

; more accurate to suggest that a JuxtaPOSlthD lay in the
shift 1n the tradltxonal sex- spec1flc d1v151on of 1abour.'.
-Cltlng the pa551ng of bad cheques ‘as an example, he
'?estates that as wOmen begxn to assume more re5ponsxb111txes
;within the'home as a result of such things as the rise in
divorce_rates and siugLe pareut famalies, "the temptations
‘ for'theAfraUGulent activities of passing bad chequesland.
Auelfare fraud have greatly expanded"” (1978:580)._'iﬁ
additiqn, offences such as. these arexmost likely to be
-:committed by wemen who are removed ftom any assoeiation

- with the womeh?s hovement, namely miuority groups and
lewet class women.(Steffensmeier, 1978; Crites, 1976;
Datesman and Scarpetti, 1980). Therefore, he states that

the new female criminal is a social myth rather than an

empirical fact. Women have, and will continue to commit
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‘offences-associated with their ﬁraditional roles:
From shopper to shoplifter, from -
cashing good checks to passing bad S
ones, from being a welfare mother
' © to being accuseg of welfare fraud.
‘ | (1978:580)
2
'In another véin,_Josebh Weis (1976) and Laurel‘Réﬁs
.(1378)-pr§pose that depressed economic conditions are
respoﬁsible for the increase in female c:iminality,'
_partlcularly property offences. Weis éuggests that
1w1despread unemployment forces women to seek illegitimate
, means of support when legltlmate opportunities are
.unavallable to them {1976: 26), and Rans pOLnts out that in
thel1960 s and 1970~s, women were concentrated in
i§W-payihg clerical, operative and service p051t10ns, that
.tfin 1974, the median.income of full-time women workers was
}ﬁi that of full-time men workers" (1978:48), and théé‘the

number of families headed by women has increased

dramatically in the past two decades {(1978:49). As-a

result, Rans suggests that many women are forced to commit

crimes out of economic necessity.

Weis disputes the theory that a relationship exists
between the women's movement and crime statihg, "female

criminal behavior is an illegitimate expression ,of
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‘legltlmate fﬁmale role expectatlons. Rathef thaﬁ being 5"
reflectlon ofﬂsymbollc mascullnlty or llberat1on, it is an -
alternative means. of female role va;ldatlon (or
oppre;;ISETW‘(1976$19). He suggests that the property
-‘offénces~which women are comﬁitting reflects
seﬁ~dete:mined.opportunities and he notes that sexism is
éslprévelant in.the illegitimate afena as it is in the
‘leéitimate world. The opportunities to. commit certain

crimes such as larceny and fraud existed prior to the

onset of the women's movement and the movement, therefore,

:ﬁcannot be credited with the responsibility for the
 1ncrease in female cr1m1na11ty._

Cont1nu1ng along the line of soc1ologlcal
explanatlons of crime, Dale Hoffman Bustamante (1973)
suggests that female_irlmlnallty is the result: of flve
'ma]or,soc1al fgctqrs; sex dlfferences in soc1a112atlon >
patterﬁs and aﬁplicétion-of 5001al control structurally
determlned dlfferences in opportun1t1es to comm1t “\\:
"partlcular offenges; dlfferentlal access to or pressures

- 3 3 ‘.‘- ’ ’ i "
toward criminality oriented subcultures and careers, and;

sex differences built into the crime categories themselves

(1973:117). All of these factors account for the sex

 differential in arrest rates. That differential
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socialization and use of social control is responsible for .
the vast differences in arrest rates (1973:120} is .
explained by the author:

. Females are more closely supervised
and more strictly disciplined in our~
soclety yet social control in the form
of informal sanctions applied by
primary and secondary groups is imposed
more consistently and for more minor
deviations from accepted standards.
This results in a situation where
females have been taught to conform
to more rigid standards and rewarded —-
for such behavior, whereas males are
told to conform, yet are rewarded for
flaunting many conventional standards”

(1973:120)

The agbrementioned'factbrs are dllegedly further
enhanced by the sexmspecific skills acguired by an
indiyidual in committing a crime. Women are seldom taught
.how'to use weapohs. In the course of growing up, they are
_‘rarely encouragéd ﬁo leafn to fight as are young boys.
Hénce, in'the commission of crimes involvinngi%}ence,
they are limited to the use of housﬁhold_implemehts
(1873:122). '

R

"'The fact that women overwhelmingly use knives and

other household implements in the commission of homicide

supports the theory that a women's sex role, the skills

\

Wt
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she has acqui%ed, and her network of social relatiops is

closely associated to the nature of the criminal act Whlch.

- "

she commits (1973:123).

Hoffman-Bustamante contends that property crimes such
as larceny are closely linked to sex roles (1973:123).

Relying on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation's

Crime In the U;S. {1970}, the author points out that

proportionately more women than men are arrested for
shoplifting which is a result of the majority of women

doing the department and grocery Store shopping.

Cameron (1964), however, attributes this to the.fact‘r
that most of the female shop;ifters are amateurg and are
therefore qrfested mére often than men (1964:56).

Burglary is another offence-whic& Hoﬁfman—Bustémante-'
identifies as a sex sbecific offence, Ehough committed by
men rather than wéﬁen. She suggests Eﬁat burgla:y usually
involves. forcible entfy which often necessitatesrkhe use
of phy51cal strength and that men are more likely than
,women to be out at nlght when many burglarles occur

(1973:124). Furthermore, boys are more likely to acquire

the skills necessary to commit such a crime in.the course

L
L)

of growing-up (1973:124}. o , -
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The author points out that women are less likeiyltoh
heceme involved in a crime that involves force, threat of
force or actual or potehtial confrontetion with the
victim. As a result, wemen generally involve themselves
in‘crimeﬁfin which the victim may not be aware an offence

4 :
is being committed such as shoplifting, forgery or fraud.

To conclude, the auther states that'womed tend not to
be arrested'forIStereotypedAmale cfimes such as robbery
“and burglary but when they are, they have usually played
auxiliary roles. She further contends that "where the
crime reqhires'behavior that is consistent with expectedi
female roles, women appear to make uéﬂa large number of

petty criminals (forgery, fraud, embezzlement,
" ’ o ) .

prostitution, vagrancy, curfew and runaway)" (1973:131).

These offences, however, provide lesser returns and often

make women more vulnerable to arrest. -

Carol Smart, in her l978-work,'Women, Crime and

Criminclogy acknowledges a possible correlation between

women's liberation and crime, but also offers other
explainations for the increase in female deviancy. She
states that the notion that female emanc1pat10n is

respon51b1e for the new trend in female crlmlnallty is
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premised on two underlying assumptions, the first being
that females are becoming more masculine and particularly,

more violent. Second, that the women's movement denotes

‘‘an attempt to imitate the male sex (1978:71).

Smart states that most studies do “not provide a

‘ Statistical picture, yet there exists a widely held notion

that females are not only becoming more criminal but also

the violence associated with their offences is iqcfeasing

(1978:72). Smart attributes this belief of increased,
crime and violence, among women to what she terms élfmoral
panic? (1978:72). -This belief aparehtly stems froﬁ the
opini&n expressed by social workers and the like Qho

report that their young female clients are more violent

‘than in previous years, and it is augmented by the media

which labgls female criminality as a serious sbcial-
problem. Smart claims that the increase in. female
criminality is an apparéﬁt rather than a réal one due to a
change in definitien rather than a change in behavior.
A“Police, §ocia1 workers, and other agenﬁs of social
control are more ready to define devian; behévior by women
and girls as violent or 'masculine' because of the
appare£t~changes in the social and.econdmic position of

women" (1978:73). Therefore, Smart contends that the

W
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'preceptlon of female criminality and its increase is the

i

result of a new appralsal of the problem rather than a

-

change in the‘qffender he:self or the frequency ot her

criminal offences.

“Smart contends that to suggest that -the women's
movemnent and its followers are attempting to emulate men
is an over~simplification. ‘Rather, she suggests that the
movement refers to:

the ability to resist stereotyped sex

roles and to reject limiting precon-

ceptions-about the inherent capabilities

of the sexes. If some women seem to

be emulating men, it is not because

of the phllosophy of the women's

movement, it is primarily because there

are at present only two socially

acceptable identities available to:
individuals, the stereotypical and

polarlzed masculine and feminine models.
I1f one is rejected the only other
acceptable model available is that

of the other sex, there are as yet

no other socially legitimate alternatives.

(1978:74)

She suggests that changes. in the rate of female
criminality can not be attribueed solely to the women's
‘movement. Economic,'social and political changes tﬁa£
ﬁave transpired and evolved have also made their

» contribution. Supporting this point, she notes that the
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majority of female offenders are working élass womeﬁ who
are'not_advocates'éf the women's movement. However, she
concedes,‘thesé women many be dissatisfied with the sexiém
that hampers and restricts them ih their endeavors, "but
thq chéﬁges in their consciousness are as likely to be
caused by the changing material conditions as by the
principles of the women's movement" (1978:74). Therefore,
Smart states that a simple causal relationship‘betwgen the
iﬁvblvemeﬁt and increased female criminalit§ postulated by
many theorists ignores the chahgeé, both material and
structural, that women who are independent of the demand

for sexual equality are experiencing.

Hartz-Karp (cited in Mukherjee and 3cutt, 1981),
provides insight into the preuelaﬁce of female criminality
inlWestern Australia anq its relqpionship to the
contemporary women's movement. The author stétes that the
myth which surrounds modern day theories-in North America
;hat female criminality is related to the women's movement
has found its way to Western Aqstralia. Howevef, the
aufhor notes that the court and‘prison statistics in

 Western Australia do not support this relationship. He

points out that the majority of female offenders in

o



-40-

~
~

Western Australia have: alwéys been abo%‘,ginal _tribal women
for whom the woﬁén's‘movement haé‘no meahigg.(l§81:17l).
Few women prisoners were actuélly employed in the work | ‘f
force wﬁich contradicts the theory that Qoﬁén embloyed in
the -work force have greater access.to economic crime.

Further, a result of the women's movement would be the’

——

" involvement of more females in masculine. type crimes such

as aggressive and violent offences. However, court data
indicates that violent crimes committed by females though .
rising, are rising at a much slower rate than male violent:

crimes. ({1981:172). Finally, the author states that the

impact of the women's movement onh crime cannot be e

substantiated because there exists nozihcontrovértible

evidence that female crime rates have risen signifiéantly‘

»

-

over the past decade (1981:172).

Girodano and Cernkovick (1979) state that it is not
enough to suggest that women's libefation and its
ac¢0mpanying attitudes and freeﬁoms are_rgéponsible for'_
dugmented female crime statistics:

The simple liberation-causes~crime
argument ‘ignores the fact that :
gender roles must be conceptualized
as multidimentional, and that there
can be important differences between
and actor's attitudes about women in
in general and herself in particular

(1979:479)
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They suggést, as Levghthal does, that delinguent ‘girls
have'more liberated attitudes about what constitutes |
appropriate behavior. Howevef, they warn that although it
may SQ true that women are entering occupational fields

. previéusly occupied solely by men, the majority of women
t'arrested‘are eithg; ﬁnemployed'or empl@yed in l§w statﬁs
;‘,gna low paying jobs. Thérefore, théy suggest that it is
'hecessary to examine othér'factors sﬁch asiéocio—econoﬁic:
"status and race in order to develop a more comprehensive
explanation of female criminality.

| —— '_'c"' | _ o

In conclusion; therefore, the foregoing review has
indicéted that there are two very distinct theories which
ﬁave arisen frdm the research, one felé£iné to thé".f
biolbgical nature of female-criminalityﬁénd the other
surrounding the soFial factors associated with female
criﬁinalitﬁ. While the biological theorists looked at the
differences between male and female criminality, the
social theorists looked at the changing volume and nature
of female criminality and its approximation to male
criminality. .These theorisés, most notably Adier (1975)

and Simon (1975) suggest that female criminality is

approximating male because of changes in social roles:
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resulting from the contemporary women's movement. Other

theorists suggest that although there have been no
~appreciable increase in female criminality, the women's

movement has indeed highlighted the approximation of

females to male criminality.

6)



CHAPTER TWO

‘METHODOLOGY
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A review of the literature indicates-thét many
-.theorlsts view emaTCLpatlon and the concomitant

AN .
_ contemporary women\s Q?yement as causal factor;\%elated to.
an 1ncrease in female-crlmlnallty. These authors’ suggest

that the_emancxpatlon of women, as ev1denced by the
P ‘

increased opportunities in the labour force will give
rise to a profusien in'the_number of female offenders, and
that their crimes will transform from petty theft to

crimes more serious in nature-

Other thecrists, though unwilling to acknngedge'a;

-

simple A causes B felaﬁibnship'cpncede that 'social

.

evolution and a shift in traditional sex-specific roles’

: . an
may be related to the increase in female criminality

witnessed in the last several decades.
6

This thesis seeks to test the forme: theory and in

doing so, aséeftaih the extent of the effect of female
.emanc1patlon on female crlmlnallty utlllzlng data relatlné;
_to Ontar;o from 1975 through 1984. For thlS test,_‘p is -
thypotﬁesized that: B

(l) Female crime rates in Ontarlo have

increased in absolute terms;
/
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(2) Female crime rates in Ontario have
increased disproportionately vis-a-vis
male crime rates in Ontario;

'(3);Female crime rates have increased with an
increased partiCLpatlon of women in the
-labour- force, and,

(4) Femele property crime ‘rates have increased
. vis-a-vis female participation in executive-

white~collar and white-collar pOSlthnS and .
' w1th1n the tertlary sector.

?.

.

-There are a number of etudiee.investigating the.
~ relationship between female criminality and the
emancipation of women. Adler (1975), who first put
forward the idea in the form of 'a more or less definitive
theory which claimed that the 1mprovement of opportunltles
related to educatlon and employment derlved from the
emancipatlon of women‘w}ll cause an increase in female
"crime, did not empirically test her theory but;rather
provfded a;brief and scant deecriptive analysis of UCR
data to support'her claim that female crime is increasiﬁg
‘at a rate greater than males. She. related the'increaee.in

female crlﬁlnallty 1n part to the women's liberation

_wmovement and the accompanying struggle to reach parity

with men in addition to the chaﬁging way which women

relate to the world. -
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‘There are, howeve;,ra number éf other studies which

“have sought to test'the hypothesis ehpiriéally. Austin
- (1982) examined crime rates to determine. whether the
female contrlbutlon to the American crimerate rose for
certain maio -orlented offences durlng the 1960's and
1970‘5.‘"Then he. went on to ascertain whether the increase
in.female crime was related to changes 1in fehale
emancipatiqn, He Oper;tionally defined emancipation, in
terms of (i)vdivorce rates stating "an increase in these
rates suggest that males and females feel less dependent
both financially and emotionaliy on one another"
h(1982 413}, and (2} female participation im the labour

rce clalmlng "increased labour force participation by
women reflects a lessening of restrictions on the.dseful

roles allowed‘to them" (l982:§13).

The'dependent variables in his study consisted of
-female coqtribution to_érrests for burglary, robbery,
?auto—theft, énd frahd/embezzlement;’ His study used
?arithmetic cg—ordinate charts and polynomial regression
;(1982 414). Based on the analysis of trend liheé, Austin

concluded that the percentage of females 1nvolved in all

cf the offénces examined have, in fact, increased over
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time and in conjunction wfih an increase in divomee and
"labour force participation{;ates. However, he has |
expressed a reluétance to 6pncludé a relationship. He
points out that "contrary to the dominant position in the
literature, the evidence doeé not show a stronger or more
likely effect of female emancfpation qn'larceny—theft than
on more serious offenges":4198§:427). In the case of
burglary, while there‘ip atclear relationshipy he points
out that the relationshfp cannoﬁ be concluded because the
skills required for burglary'are unlikely to be produceq
by emancipation alone (1982:455)

‘\‘ .
) Steffensmeier (1978) conducted a similar study in
which he sought to dete;mine whether there has been an
increase in females arrested for property crimes from 1960
to 1975 anqayhether changes in female participation in
crimes can be attributed to the effects of the women's
movement {1978:568). Using regression analysis with
multiple correlation coefficients, the author compared the
dependent variables of arrest statlstlcs of males and
females based on UCR data w1th the 1ndependent varlable of

property crime. Flve.lndlges of property crime were used:
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(1) burglary (2) latceny—theft (3} auto-theft (4)
fraud/embezzlement, and (5} stolen property. Two
different calculationé were used on the UCR data. First,

-UCR arrest data and census reports were combined.to

‘calculate offencé specific arrest rates which have been ¥

réfined to account for sex_distributioﬁs in the population
(1978:569). The secOnd calculation gave the percentage
that females contrlbute to the total arrest rate for each
offence and the combined property crime index.

"

From the regression analysis, Steffensmeier concluded

. that :

A comparison of the multiple correlations
coefficients....reveals that the coefficients
are so high (97.8 and higher) for the basic
equation that there is little variation left
to be explained....and the impact of the
women's movement have a negligible effect

on the amount of variation explained. This
analysis, then, offers little support for the
position linking the women's movement to
observed increases in the level of female

- property crime.’

(1978:573)

Rita Simon (1975) explores the relationship between
‘emancipation and crime hypothesizing that "women's
'participétion.in selécfed crimes will increase as her

‘—ihtereSts, de51res and deflnltlons of self shaft from more

'tradltlonal to a-more °liberated' view" (1975:36). - To
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test her hypothesis, she used the percentage of females
arrested as well-as.comparing male and female arrest rates-
for homicide, robbery, aggravated assault, burglar&t

larceny-theft, aute-theft, embezzlement and fraud,/ and

forgery "and éounterfeiting.

However, like Adler, Simoﬁ fails to actually test her
. hypothesis. ﬁhlthough she‘proyides statistics to highlight
the increase in feméle criminality vis—-a-vis ﬁales, she
doés not use any independeﬁt variables to demonstrate the
hypothesized'link betweén emancipation and crime. She
simply.assuméd,emancipatioﬁ. In this respect, Simon has
done little to”éorroborate an otherwise intefesting .

hypothesié.‘

Timothy Hartnagel (1974) conducted a similar study to
those aforementioned, suggesting that."the female crime
rate varies inversely with the :até'bf involvement of
females in the social,rgles.df wife and mother and
directly with the ra#é of female participation in
occupational énd educational roles" (1975:5). ‘The effect
of these.SOCial roles on female crime rates was examined,
with the yeafs 1931 through 1968 being,selected for the

-

study.
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The dependent variable was the female crime rates
measured by the female conviction rate for indictable .-
offehces and using-the‘epecific offence categerg of theft.
- The independent variables consisted of (1) fertility rates
(2 marriage rates (3) divorce ratee¥(4) labour force

participation and, (5) educational attainment. :

The female involvement in the social role of wife and
mother was measured by the marrlage and diveorce rates (per
100,000 populatlon), and the total fertlllty rate (live
births per 100,000) women respectively (1974:8) _? ,-

Labouc force,participetion rates (per lOO,dOU females
aged l4_a;d oeer') was used to measure female ‘
pareicipatibn in the social role of worker. Eihally,
education was measured by the'rate of.female granted | )
post~secondary'school degrees (per i0,000ermeles agedﬁzo‘

through 34) (1974:8).

The statlstlcal technlque employed by the author was
path analy51s w1Lh "the total effect of an. lndependent

varlable on the dependent varlable glven by the Zero- order;W

-correlatlon coeff1c1ents (1974 11). .The author s

flndlngs revealed that only educatlon had a con51stent and,

hypothe51zed effect across the four conditions examlned.
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The role of mother had the predicted negative effect on
convichion rates for all offences but not for theft
(1974:17). The author suggests that while thelrole og
wife and mother may preclude.womén from becoming involved

in serious indictable offences, it may not limit her

opportunities to commit crimes of theft such as

" shoplifting (1974:17),

A positive direct effect was found with respect to
female participation in education and labour force
participation on theft conviction rates: "as females

become more involved in extra-familial roles, they are

3 exposéd to greater opportunities for crime and this

appears to be particularly relevant in the case of

property crimes” (1974:16). It was found‘that-féﬁale'

occupational roles measured by labour'force pa;tic;pation
did not haﬁe a strong positive éffect as waé |
hypothesiiéd. The author suggests that this may be the
result of the "relative small deg;eé of variability of

female labour force participation rates over the time

‘period of interest (1974:16).

A review of the empirically tested studies indicates

that'a variety of statistical methods have been gmpioyed
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to detefqine whether a fe;atibnship exists between
'emancipaﬁion.and female criﬁinality,, This study seeks to
test ‘the hypothésized relationship between fémalé
‘érim;hality and emancipation with data from Ontario,
Basipaliy, what it seeks to do is to asce;?gin whether

there is a relationship between female criminality and

indices of female emancipation.

For the purposes.of this sfudy, emancipation is

- défined as the freedom from éoﬁtfol and_the release from
subordinate positioné and éiﬁil'disabilities. it also
includes the lessening of rést?icpions_of the social :oleé
of wife and mother which allows women. to take on
extra-familial roles in such areaé as employmént‘and
‘educétion, Emaﬁcipation.conseqdeﬁtly could be measured by
indiées 6f partiCipa;ioh of feﬁales in roles dutsiderthé
family.. Such an-}ﬁdex éxisté,in'}éboﬁr_force |

participation and associated with it would be occupation.

Labour force participation ~the independent-variable—
will be central to the measurement of emancipation. The
labour force is dgfined as "the civilian non-institutional'

population:lS years of age and over who were (during the



L

Y

: ‘_'.52_

survey per1od) employed or- unemployed" (The Labour Force

Annual Averages, 71—529, pP.528). Data on labour force.'-d”'

perticipation are obtainable from The ‘Labour Force Annual -

Averages.

A labour force participant is defined as:

A person aged 15 years or over (14
years prior to 1976) who worked or
looked for work at,any time during
.the reference year, If a person-

, nelther worked nor looked for work

at any time during the reference year,
he/she. is con51dered to be not in the
labour force S :

(Earnlngs of Men and Women‘,
Cat.-13-577:14)"

Since the operatcional definitions of,thed;ebour foﬁcefg_

includes those who are employed and unemployed, .a

distinction must be made between the;two;fV

Employed'pe:sons are those who;.durihgfthe reference

period:-

(1)
did any work at all. C
had a job but were not at work due to.: 8
-own illness or disability
-personal or family respon51b111t1e5'
-bad weather

- ~labour dispute

" ~vacation ‘

-other reason not spec1f1ed above
{excluding persons on lay off and
persons whose job attachment was .to.

a job to start at a deflnlte date in
the future). :



~53-

Unemployed persons are those who, during the

reference period}
: \ _

(a) were without work, had actively looked
for work in the past 4 weeks {ending with
reference week) .and were avaiilable(2)for work.

(b) had not actively looked for work in the
past 4 weeks but had been on layoff (3)
and were available for work.

{c) had not actively looked for work in the
past 4 weeks but had a new job to-start

"in 4 weeks or less from reference week,
and were available for work.

(Labour Force Annual Averages,
N Cat. 71-529 p.528) i R

Occupazibn has‘two dimensions that must be considered
(Murphy and Morris, 1961). The first is the place of
work- the_-industrial sector into which the work has been ’
categorized. These sectbrs are 1) Primary, which consists
,Oﬁ agriculﬁure (farming,_fishing, hunting and forestry -
logging occupations); 2) Secondary, which is cdmprised‘of
non-agriculture, transportation, other primary,
communication and other utilities, manufacturing and
cbnstruétioﬁ,;and; 3) Tertiary, which includes trade,
finahde;.insdréhce, reai estate, service, and public

administration.
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The second is the type of wofk which is moré ér-less
an indication of tﬁe status of an individual in the sector
in which he/she is eﬁployed. Type of wdrk"ﬂas been
&ategorized as 1) Executive white collar which includes
" management, professidnal etc.; 2) White collar which
~ includes clerical, sales, service and primary bccupationsf
and; 3} Blue éollar which includes processing,

construction, transportation, material handling and other

crafts. These data are available in Labour Force Annual

Averages.

The dependent variable in this study - the crime
rate- will be measured by the number of perscons charged -

for selected offences in Ontaric, obtained from Crime and-

_Traffic Enforcement Statistics. These offences will
consist of murder, manslaughter; break and enter;rassauit,
theft over $200.00, theft under $200.00, robbery, fraud,
and possessiqn of stolen goods. The numbér of persohs'
charged has been selected as the méasurement of crime
rates owing to the fact that it is the only UCR category
~which is sub-divided by sei and.by adults and juvenilés;

This category is operationally defined as:
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___ . The number of persons - not charges =
counted. A person simultaneously charged
with more than one type of offence is
scored only once and against the most
serious offence....Individuals under this
heading are broken down into adults and
juveniles, and sub-divided into sex.
"Adult" is any person of sixteen years
or over or such age as may be directed
in any province.

« . {Silverman et. al. 1975:384)

Inherent in anydempirical-study‘are limitations with
the data selectee for analysis.' When_doing a loﬁgitudinal
study of thié nature, o6ne is cdmmitted to the yse of
officially published statistics. To test‘thekreliability
and validity of the social indices wouiduhecessitate the

use of ‘independent sources. ‘However, such sources do not

exist.

‘There are, howevér,‘fattqfs'whicﬁ'affect the vélidity
and reliébility.of the UCR dét%h éépecigliyiﬁhen the data
spans a period of time. LegislatiVelchangés'oécurring
during the period result in changes in definitions and
consequeéently the nature of the détaﬁgollécﬁed. . The change
from capitallmurder to first degtéé‘mﬁrder is an example.
There are alsoc changes in the rePOtEing éﬁd'recording
techniqués of police departmentg‘aué‘pd legislative,
poiicy and administrative chgngesiﬁufing_fhe period under

study.
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In addition, UCR purports ;ormeaeure.Crime‘in Canadal. .

-

Urban Victimization Survey, indicate that there is a great

" deal of crime that remains unreported (Solicitor General

of Canada, 1983). Additionally, UCR data is designed_tof

measure crime reported by the police, however, actual

\

measurement is crimes reported by the police, which calls

”

into question the validity of the data. However,. crimes

partxcularlqumportant for thls study because of the,f.
possxbxlxty of crlmesacommltted by females may not be -,
reported to the pollce.

leverman and Tedﬁan {1975) hlghllght scme of - the

more salient llmztatlons to UCR data, and with the number

of persons charged in- partlcular.l They suggest that there'

are problems wzth the number of persons charged based on
the cbunt;ng procedure.‘ They-state:.

The number of persons are counted
tacher than the number of charges.
A person’ simultaneously charged with
: more than one type of. offence is

T " scored only once, and. for the most
serious ¢ffence. This procedure -
makes it difficult to compare-
criminals with criminal offences;,
since only one criminal may be
responsible for many crimes.

{1975:73)

N \

However, recent victimization surveys, namely the Canadian

¥
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When tests of hypotheses 1nvolve the use of measures
of’ phenomena over -a perlod of tlme, the statlstlcal

technlque that presents 1tself not only as a 90951h111ty,.

fbut even as a de51rab111ty 1s theatechnxque of T1me Series

Analysis. This method of analy51s, though 1t does not' B . 'i

. . permit the drawlng of a causal relatlon reveals the

relat}onsh of the one to the other over a perlod of SR *."-"‘_

B .'

A time series is'a collectlon of ‘obser-. .
vations generated sequentlally through
_time. ‘The special features of a time- R ) .
. series-are. that the data’ are ordéred - , = . o =
.. with respect.to time,.and the successive :

observations are usually expected to’ be
'dependent.- K T ) o . L

(Vandaele,’ 1.9'83',_:'1')-

. Time series analysis is appropriate for,use in this

_stUdy, however, such an analysis calls for the use of a

Zsufflclently long series to avoid the undue influence of
Acycllcal movements and erratlc fluctuatlon. Labour torce
‘data collect1on and reportlng practlces were changed after

’1983 SO - that the post 1983 data would be 1ncomparab’e w1th

the pre 1983 data._ The collectlon and reportlng
procedures prior to 1975 ‘were’ 51m11arly changed and,

therefore, the.eerlesuhas to be_llmlted to 1975-1983. ‘The f "f”
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"petiod of'time undef Study.is not-sufficiehtly long_enough
'for the use of the sophlstlcated technlque. However, as
'the 1nterest is 'in the change over a perlod of tlme, the

technlque_of ;ndexlng w1ll be used to study the changes.

'

For establishing the relationship between the

1

dependent variable and the independent variable, the.

relationehip between the changes in the one to changes in

the other over time using the slopes of the trend

equations cannot be used. Instead, recourse has to be to

_the. technique of regression analysis.

e

'“Regfession analysis is a mathematical-statistical

v

itechnique\for transforming one set of descriptions into

'another set of descrlptlons such as observatlons 1nto
_functlonal‘relatlonshlps -(McKay et. al,’ 1983 l)

However, regre551on analy515 would treat *he data as

cross-sectlonal and not as the logltudlnal data they

really are. A sxmple regression analyqls wlll be used in

‘order to generate correlatlons between the two variables
land to establ;sh_whether_the :elatlonshlp between the

variables is significant.

o
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END NOTES

(1) Work includes any work for pay or profit, that is,
_paid work in the context of an employer-employee ‘
relationship. or self- employment. It also includes unpaid
family work where family work is defined as unpaid work
which contributes directly to the -operation of a farm,
business or professional practice owned or operaLed by a
related member of the household. .

(2) Persons in this group meeting the followlng crlterla
are regarded as available.

(i) were full-time students seeklng part-time work
who also met condition (ii) below. Full-time.
'students looking for full-time work are classitiea
~as not available for work in the reference. week. o

(ii) reported that there was no reason why they '

: could not take a job in.a reference week, or
~if ‘they could not ‘take a. job, it was because
of "own illness .or dlsablllty“‘ "personal or
family: respon51b111t1es or already had a jOb"

(3) Persons are cla551f1ed as belng on lay -of £ only when
they expect to return to the job from which they were lazd

l. off.

{Labour Force Annual Averages
71-529, p.528)
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During the perlod under studyllthelyearsll9?5 through
_1934, female cfiminality in Ontario, as'measured‘by the )
;number of females charged with cr1m1nal code offences per
100, 000 females in the prov1nce, has shown an increase.
hThe rate was 635. 873 in 1975. It was 729, 667 in 1984

'-The 1ncrease durlng thls perlod however, was not achleved

. by a-steady upward change. There was an 1n1t1al increase

s which:was followed-by a decllne."'The change 1n_trend

occured in 1981 when a Qeakrratezof 815.147 was reached

(Table 1 and Figure 1).

o Male crlmlnallty during thls perlod.was much greater
h;than female cr1m1na11ty but the two show similar trends
There was_an~ln1tta1 increase followed_by a steady
decllne.- The‘peah,<however, was{reaChed not in 1981 but
in11980; In lgis, the male.tate for alllcfime-wasi |
. 3612.34.. At the‘peak*in 1980 it was 4321.97 and at‘the
I':end of . the perlod in 1984 1t was 3876.60'lTable 1 and
Flgure 2). When;the female/ma}e ratio is‘coneideted, it
shows that there were-17.6 females charged per 100 males
in 1975 and then changed to become 18.8 females'per 100

males in 1984. The change, 1t should be noted, ls very

small. All in all, it-would be-reasonable to conclude
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-TABLE 1

Male and Female Total Crime Rates .1975 - 1984

Female Total Rate - Female Index
1975 - 635,873 : 100
1976 , 712,331 : 112.0 _
1977 685.093 - 107.7 .
1978 754.487 . : 118.7 '
1979 , . 745.031 , 117.2
1980 - 789.607 ' : 124.2
1981 815.147 o 128.2
1982 -769.537 121.0
1983 ‘ 768.668 - L 120.9
1984 . .. 728.667 - B 114.8
‘Male Total Rate . ° _ Male Index
1975 Do 3612.34 . L ©100
1976 o C 3897.49 - .- - - 107.9
1977 . ' - 3928.57 . . - 108.8
1978 R . 4130.84 ° B o 11440
1979 ST 4088009 R ﬂ 113.2
1980 . T 4321.97 - 119.6
1981 : - - 4258.12 - 117.9
1982 - "4093.,97 -113.3 .
1983 T a 4000.32 S 110.7
1984 | . 3B76.60 107.3

Total Crime Female/Male Ratio

\ . _ , R
- 1977 o - 17.6
1978 . . . 18.3
1977 o L 17.4
1978 . - 7 18.3
“1979. o Lo 18.2
1980 . o - .- 18.3
1981 - 1941
1982 S 18.8

. 1983 - 19.2

1984 o 18.8 -~

Source: Statistics Canada,. Crime and Traffic Enforcement
Statistics. Cat. 85-205 | ‘
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that the changes that occured in male and female

w

crlmlnallty during thlS period were more or less. 51m11ar.

However, when'the.dlfferent types. of crime are considered

Separately, the picture obtained is different,

The rates for‘yiolent offences,.which'inclUde
homicide;'botﬁ.murder andgmahslaughter, assault and
_robbery are shown in table 2 and figures'3 and 4. These
‘drates have 1ncreased for both males and females durlng the
period under study. The male rate increased from 510,897
'Ain-1975 to 6{8 710 in‘1984. The increase was-intitiaily
dsmall but towards the end of the perlod there was a: sharp
increase. The female rate 1ncreased from a rate ot
50. 3998 in 1975, slowly at flrst but Wlth a ma551ve Jump
‘from 61 4989 in 1979 to reach a peak rate of 96, 1095 in
.1980. The rate then dropped to 70 9591 in 1981 and ‘rose.
~again to 80. 8577 in 1983 and. flnally ﬁell to 7719755 in

© 1984,

When the female/male ratio is considered, it is
apparent'that the number of females charged with.Violent__iu
crimes increased at a faster rate than males. In 1975

there were 9.9 females charged with violent crimes for



1975

© 1977
©.1978 -
- 1979

1883 . |
1984 - . . - . .

‘Male and Female Total Violent Rates 1975 - 1984

I Female Violeﬁt'Rate Female Index

1975 . . .. 50,3998 . 100

1976 S 842148 - " 107.6 -
1977 . . .. - 52,2608 - . : 104.1
1978 .- 59,3523 - . 118.2
1979 - - .. 61.4989 - - 122.0

1980, - - "'96.1095 . = 170.7

1981 . . -~ . 70,9591 - . 140.8
1982 - L. 7t.9210 . . 1427

1983 .. . B0.8577 - o 160.4

1984 . .. 77.9755 | ©154.7

~ ‘.Male Violent Rate Male Index

1975 0 - T - s510.897 ¢ . - 100

1976 . - 522.929 ' 1024
1977 T os26,1020 103.0

- 1978 - ' - 550.894 , o 107.8
1979 ST 544,947 o : 2 106.7

1980, - - .. - 's8t.222 - . . 113.8

1981 : . 558,530 o : "~ 109.8

1982 - . 560,796 S 109.3

1984 - 678.710 132.8

" Total Violence Female/Male Ratio -

1976 - .

SO WO W
- . L ]
Wm0 0

S S Y

1980
1981 -
1982 7

-— b d —b
- b DO Th

L ] -
U= O ~) W

Source:. Statistics Canada; Crime and Traffic Enforcemeﬁt
- 'Statistics. .Cat. 85-205.
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every 100 males so charged. Tln lQSO-Qhen the female rate
reached its peak, the flgure had changed to 16 5.: Slnce
then, the figure has steadlly decllned untll in. 1984 there
were 1l. 5 females“charged for every 100 males ;:stlll much

larger than the 1975 flgure (Table 2)

Property crimes which 1nclude break and enter, theft
over $200.00, theft under- $200 00, posse551on of stolen
'goods and fraud, showthatmire or less slmllar changes

'have occured in the rate of

ales and females charged

The rate of- males charged w1th property offences
(Table 3 and-Flgure 5) 1ncreased,.though somewhat
erratically from 1465 70 1n 1975 to a. peak of 1838 31 in

'1981, and then decreased to 1631 20 1n 1984._,3

Sy

Females charged w1th property offences (Tahle 3 and
Figure 6) also 1ncreased, agaln somewhat erratlcally from
401.831 in 1975to a peak of 531 775 1n 1981, and then
dropped to 450. 9631n 1984 The female/male ratlo (Table
3) indicates that the ratlo has remalned relatlvely

constant from 1975 (27.4) to 1984 (_27.6)1‘._-'.':

Offences under theINarcotichontrol;Act‘have declined

when the entire periodfunder‘stUdy is considered (Table
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' ‘Mala and Pemale Ptopettyfcfi-ernété§ 1575ff:1934} 5"

V

" pemale Property Rate

to

1975 ~ |
1976 °© - -
1977 - -
1978

1979
RO (°1: 3
19820

1983
1984

4975
1976

1977 -
1978 7 .-
1979 . -

1980
1961
1982

1883
L T

&

Source: Statistics Canada,
Statistics. Sat. 85-205

T 401.8371
444.071
419.328
476.492

488.710

. 501.341.
'531.775

 505.986
486.306
450,963 °

d’“ - .

Male.Pfqgerty Rate

. 1465.70
.-1556.05
1486.10
: 1612.63 .
A 1779.02

1798.03
1838.31
~ 1833.80
711,46
©1631.20

IR

o Feméféﬁiﬁdex_"

1000 el 0
Cones
104,40
C118.6, . -
2180

124.8.
132,4 .
125.9
121.0 - .
1122, -

_-TTOOngq o
.0106.2 0
Lo 101,45
110.0 . -
C121.40

12207
St 12504
--125.1
o _116.'8 . o
111.3. -

. Total Property Female/Male Ratio -

e

27.4

. 2845

28.2

29.5

~27.5

CT27.9

-
>

*

. 28.9°
27.6

28.4

27.6

!‘\ .
EY

“‘Crime and Traffic Enforcement

s
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4y. In 1975, the rate of males charged w1th narcotlcrwl‘
offences was-589 999 and in 1984 it was 373. 825. The rate

' for females was . 66 9893 in 1975 It was 39.0023 in 1984. |
In the 1nterven1ng years, the rates for both males:and_
females showed fluctuatlons. In the case of ﬁales, there
was an 1n1t1al 1ncrease to 695.732 in -1980. Theréafter,

‘ the rate decreased to 373. 825 1n 1984 (Flgure 7)

A similar trend‘was witnessed with the*ratelof

females charged with narcotlc offences. ‘fhere was an’
#1nt1t1al 1ncrease to a peak of 76,7677 in 1980 and then a
decrease to 39 0023 1n 1984 (Flgure 8). ‘The-changes
1ndlcate a much greater decllne in the female rate rhan
the male. This is supported by the changes in’ the.1 -
'remale/dalerratid._ This’ rat1o decreased from 11.4 in 19?5
te 10.4‘in 1984 (Table 4) .- The only exceptlon was:l§83
wheh'the ratie was 12.4.-'The decrease in both male and

, female rates could perhaps be attributed to 1eglslat10n

changes in the Narcotic Control Act but. these changes

" cannot account for the differences in the changes in the
male and female ratio.
when individual crimes within these offence ¢

" categories are considered separately, entirely different



Male and Pemale Drug bffehcg Ratés‘1975 4~19842

Female Drug Rate = . " Female Index
1978 . 66.9893 . 100 - -
1976 Ce 7406177 o T 111,40
1977 7 67.6809 - oL 101.0
1978 : 58,1712 -~ . B86.8 .
1979 | 0 67.6102 A 100.9
1980 - . . 76.7677 . 114.6
- 1981 - | 73.3151 : ... 109.4
1982 - 55,3075 - S B2.6
© 1983 . 45.1126 . S 67.3
. 1984 39,0023 - ' 58.2
{ " " Male Drug Rate ‘ o - Male Index
1975 S 589.999 100
1976 © . 654.893 111.0
1977 : 665,397 112.8
1978 _ 574.690 . 97.4
1979. 659,127 111.7
1980 - 695.732 117.9 -
1981 . 672.853 ©114.0
1982 : | 469.763 79.6
1983  362.354 61.4
1984 - 373.825 63.4
— Total Drugs Female/Male Ratio |
1975 11.4
1976 11.4
1877 10.2
1878 10.1
1979 10.3
1980 11:0
1981 10.9
1982 11.8
1983 12.4
1984 10.4

Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic Enforcement
Statistics. Cat. 85-205 '
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“homicide as evidenced by the changes in the'female/male
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pictureés are obtained. The data indicates that charges -’
1a§dﬁfof vioclent offences were on ;he increasé for both
males ‘and femalés. But homicide offences show a decreaée
in the case of both males and females. The rate of males*
charged with homicide decreased sharply from 10.5298 in "
1975 to 5.0714 in 1976 and continued to decrease'gradually ;
to 4.8380 in 1984 (Figure 9). Similarly, the rate of

females charged decreased from 1.64843 in 1975 to 0.89157

in 1976 and continued to decrease to 0.578Y6 in 1980. 1In

1981, the rate decreased to 0.86800 but by 1984, the rate

. . . .
had dropped to 0.43757 (Table 5, Figures 9 and 10}

The decrease is more marked for females charged:with

e

ratio. The ratio shgyn in table 5 increased from 15.7 in
1975 to 17.6 in 1976 and then fell to 12.6 in 1877.
Thereafter, the ratio remained more or less the same until

1981 when it rose to 17.8. It fell in 1982 to 10.9, rose

to 16.0 in 1983 and fell in 1984 to 9.0. - L &

while charges for homicide showed a ‘decline, charges

for'assault showed an increase commensurate with the .

»
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TABLE 5 -
i

Male and Female Homicide Rates 1975 - 1984

Female Homicide Rate Female Index
' . : N /

1975 & 1.64843 - 100
1976, , 0.89157 L 56.3
1977 0.63733 37.5
1978 0.65619 . 43.8
19769, 0.57896 37.5
1980 - 0.59550 ' 37.5
1981 0.86800 56.3.
1982 ‘ 0.51632 - 31.3
1983 ~0.74345 , 43.8
1984 . 0.43757 25.0

Male Homicide Rate - Male Index
1975 10,5298 100 -
1976 _ ~ 5.0714 48.6
1977 5.0441 47.6
1978 5.8105 . 55.2
1979 , 4.6937 44.8
1980 ’ 4,3515 41.9
1987 . 4.8789 ’  46.7
1982 , 4.7487 44.8
1983 . 4,.6488 43.8 .
1984 - 4.8380 : 45.7 i

‘Potal Homicide Female/Male Ratio

1975 - 15.7
1976 - . 17.6
1977 _ 1246
1978 11.3
1979 ' C12.3
1980 . 13.8
1981 17.8
1982 ' 10.9
1983 : . 16.0
1984 A 9.0

Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic Enforcement
Statistics. Cat. 85-205

4 o
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increase in éﬁérges fof all violent offences. The rate ot
maLgs charged with assault grédually increased from

© 436.234 in 1975 to 614.173 in 1984 (Table 6 and Figure
11). The rate of females similarly charged also increased
though more ma;kedly (Table & and Figu:e 12). From a rate
of 44.3322 in 1975, there was a marked and consistent | ,
increase in females charged with assault to a peak rate of

76.0698 in 1983. By 1984, the .rate had shown a slight

decrease to 73.2497.

Although the rate of males and females chérged with
assaglt have increased;during‘the period under study, the
female/male ratioﬂindicates tﬁat females so chargea'have
increased at a rate faster than males. In 1975, there
were 10.2 females charged for every 100 males. When the
. rate for females peaked in 1983, tﬁé ratié correspondingly
changed to 12.7. By 1984, thé figure dipped slightly to
11.9

- The rate of charges for robbery showed a pattern
different from property crimes. The rate actually
decreased for both males and females between 1975 and |

1984. The decline in the rate of males charged with this
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_  TABLE 6
Male and Female Assualt Rates 1975 — 1984
Female Assault Rate . Female Index
1975 . - . 44.3322° 100
1976 . .. 48.4535 109.5
1977 B 48.1350 | ~ 108.6 .
1978 : . 54.3981 . 122.8
1979 56.7063 . - 128.0
1980 - . 64.5884 | 145.8
1981 . 65.9061 ° , 148.8
1982 . 66.3629 . 149.9
1983 | 76.0690- * . 171.8. 0
1984 73.2497 - . 165.2 .
Male Assault Rate ' ‘Male Index
1975 .. - . 436,234 100
1976 ~ . 458.440 . . S 10501
1977 L 459.400 - © 105.3
1978 | 481.617 - \ 110.4
1979 480,154 o . 110.1
1980 | 503.331 - :- . 115.4
1981 489.896 S 112.3
1982 . 493.022 - . 113.0
1983 | 600.772 ST 13707
1984 .. © 61,173 - 7 w4008
‘ Total Assault Eémﬁléfﬂéiéfhatio'
1975 10.2 - |
1976 10.6
1977 - 10.5
1978 11.3 .
. 1979 | 11.8 '
1980 “ . 12.8
1981 13.5 .
1982 | 13.5
1983 : 12.7
1984 o o 11.9

Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Trafflc Enforcement
Statlstlcs. Cat. 85- 205 :
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offence was greater rhaﬁ the decline in the raresdof

" females so charged.__Ih'1975, the rate of maies.charged
eith-robbery was 64m132j and remained somewhat constant
until 1980 when it increased to 73.5397 (Table 7 and
Figure 13). AfteerBSO 'the'rate decreaSed'gradOally to
59.6992 in 1984. The deerease in females charged with -
.robbery was not as v151ble The rate was 4. 41919 in 1975
‘and peaked to 5.26930 in 1980 and agaln in 1982 to! '
'_5.04176. By 1984,.the rate had decreased to‘4.288%l

(Table 7 and Figure 14)

Wwhen the female/male ratio is considered, it is clear'

'».that the number of females charged w1th robbery has

1ncreased faster than ‘males. In 1975 there, were 6 9
females charged with robbery for every 100 males charged
Wlth the same otrence. There was a sharp 1ncrease to 8. 2
in 1976 then a brief decllne to.5.7 in 1977. Between 1978
and 1981, the ratio fluctuated between‘ﬁ 8 and 7. 2 and -
~then increased to 8.0 in 1982. ;The-ratlo-fellwto_ﬁas‘1h
1983 and rose to 7.2 in 1984. - | ' R
The number of persons charged w1th property offences P"-

' "had increased for both males and females durlng the perlod
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R . ) TABLE 7

2>

*

Male and Female Robbery Rates 1975 - 1984 -

~

Femaie Robbery Rate ‘ Female Index

1975 . 4,.41919 . 100

1976- "4,86935 o ©111.4
1977 3.48853 ' - 79.7
1978 oo 4.29804 97.7
1979 e -4.21357 : ' 95.5

. 1980 ", 5.26930 _ ) 120.5
- 1981 . 4.18501 - ' .- . 95.5
1982 . 5.04176 - a "113.6

* 1983 ‘ 4.04437 . - 90,9 -
1984 -~ 4728821 S 97.7

oS _ - © ~Male Robbery Rate o Male Index
1975~ . 64@%327 ' 100 -
i976 .= - .. s9.418% . , S 92,7
11977 . v 61.6579 . 96.3
1978 o 6314663 . 99.1
1979 . S T 60,1000 - ' 93.8

1980 T 73,5397 . o114.7
. 1981 . 63.7547 .99.5 L
1982 . . '63.0249 . 98.3 - ..

1983 . L 62,2687 - e cog7g e

- lasd L 69.6992 - 931

Total Rgbbefy Female/Malé'RaEiolg=”fi.

1975
1976
1977
1978 -
1979 -

OV Gy
. .
O ~ N\

1980

© 1981
- 1982 .

. 1983

. ..1984

Jh o ~d
NUO O
¥

”

Statistics. - Cat..85-205

a

. Sobrce: Statistics Canada, Crime and TrafficrEhforC§mEntif-g-'
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‘under study. Unlike in the case of'robbery, the rate of
both men andiwomeh‘charged‘withleroperty offences such as
.~ break and enter (Table é),:théft over $200.00 (Table 9),

. possession 3ﬁ—s@olen goods (Table 11), and fraud (Table
.12) increased. Charges for theft under $200.00 (Table 10)
remained more or le55'tae same. However, the increases

for males were different‘from the differences for females..

The aale break and enter rate'was 413.010 ia.1975 and
with a slow increase, the rate peaked at 513.908.in IQBQ.f
‘The rate decllned thereafter, slowly until 1982 and
rapidly to 423. 197 in 1984. In the -case of females
charged, the rate went from a low of 15 6463 1n 1975 to a
'hlgh of 25.6524 in 1980 and decreased slowly to 18.5239 1n‘

.
1984. The female/male ratlo 1nd1cates that the rate‘pf-
increase was greater for females than for males. 1In 19?5,
there were 3.6 females charged for every 100 males and by
* 1980 when the rate for females.charged peaked} the figere'

increased to 5.0. By 1984, there were 4.4 women cﬁarged

with break and enter for every 100 males so charged.

For the offence bf theft over $200.00, both'male and

female charging rates have'increased'markedly during the



_gé;
TABLE 8

7

Male and Female Break and Enter Rates 1975 - 1984

Female Break & Enter Ra£e3 Female Index

1975. . ~ '15.0463 | 100

1976 - 17.1799 ‘ 114.7
1977 - . 15.5977 - 104.0
1978 19.7513. 132.0
1979 20.9070 - - 139.3 -
1980 © 25.6524 171.3
1981 23.7770 | 158.7
1982 ‘ 19.9241 132.7
1983 19.2405 | - 128.0
1984 18.5239 123.3

‘ﬁale Brea& & Enter Rate "Male Index

1975 . © 413,010 100

1976 . 430.889 ‘ 104.3"
1977 . 416.543 - . . 100.8
1978 ‘ 465.535 . 12,7
1979 - . 465.324 : - C112.7 . —

11980 513.908 - : 124.4 °

© 1981 . - . .506.873 . S 122.7

r982° . 507.171 . . 122.8 -
1983 . . 459442 111.2

1984 423,197 102.5

/
" Total Break and Enter Female/Male Ratio

1975 3.6
1976 4.0
1977 3.7
1978 4.2
1979 4.5
1980 5.0
1981 4.7
1982 . . 3.9
1983" 4.2
1984 4.4

Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic Enforcement
Statistics. Cat. 85-205
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period under studg. ‘The rate of males bhargeﬁ with theft
over was 93.264 in 1975. There was a, gradual increase

Qntil 1981 when thg rate peaked at 179.397.~ The rate had
dropped thereafter until it was 159.280 in. 1984 {(Table 5

and Figure 17).

The rate changes were similﬁmg'ﬁhoﬁgh more préqountedf;zw't

‘for females charged with theft over. In i975, the }éteﬁ
was 13.3979 and although the increases wérelSmall
initfally, femalés chéréed wifh theft over hadrreéched )
23.2551 by 1979 and continued to incr;aéé‘répidly‘to

|- ) .
32.9930 by 1984 (Table 9 and Flgure 18). -

When the female/male ratid is,qpnsidered, the‘fiéures“
show that while there were 14 4 females charged for every
100 males so charged in 1975, this figure 1ncreased to
20.7 by 1984 indicating that females charged w1th theft

over has increased at a rate faster than males.‘

The males charged rate for the offence:of theft under
$200,00 increased to 629.716 in 1976 from‘592.237 in 1975.
By 1982, the rate had peaked at 678.318 followed by a

sharp decrease in 1984 to 603.628.I The female rate
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TABLE 9

'Male and Female Thef; Over Rates ‘1975 — 1984

.

Female Theft Over Rate . Female Index

1975 13.3979. . o 100
1976 16.1854 S - 120.9
1977 f 15.29%9 . - . . 114.2
1978 ; 18.045%2 -~ . . 134.3
1979 ' 23.2551. - - .. - 173.9°

1980 | 26,3465 . . . .. 196.3
1981 29 §821 - - 1222.4
1982 - - S 31.0706. . . , 232.1°
1983 o - .729.8570. ., . . ST 2230
1984 . ' 32,9930 -7 246.3

. Male Theft Over Rate ".,'Male Tndex

1975 v 93,2640 - 100
1976 - a g ©.99.989 - - - 0 107.2
1977 104,056 .0 . T 111.6 .-
1978 © 116,038 - ¢ o 12403
1979 coo132.172 0 T 1417

1980 : 164.921 77, - 0 . 17647
1981 c179:397 0 o 92.3
-1982 .. 178.64% 2191.4
1983 . 171,626 0 L - 183.9
1984 , 159,280 oL . 170.7

Male and Female Theft Over Ratio .

1975 - 1
1976 : 1
1977 o o . 1
- 1978 ‘ : 1
1979 1

~1 U b Ch o

SO I R
'
4

1980 e . 16.0
1981 . S . 16.6 .
1982 N 17 .4-
1983 o . 17.4
. 1984 S 2047

Source: Statistics' Canada, Crime ané_Traffid'EnfofcemenEa
Statistics. Cat. 85-205 ‘
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followed a similar trend. There was an initial sharp

increase to 310.850, in 1976 from a rate of 288.335 in 1975
and reached a peak rate of 340.?53'in 1981 énd‘decrgsséd
to 293.843 in 1984 (Figures 19 and 20y

It is apparent from the female/male régio tﬁat‘ﬁhe
number of fcmales‘charged with theft undef“increaséd'at'a.
faster raﬁe than males. In 1875, thére weré 48.7 fema;es

charged with theft under for every 100 males soAchargéo.

P

In 1981, when the female‘réte.had reached ‘its peak;‘thei

figure had changed to-50.5. . Since then, the figure had

" declined somewhat in 1984 when there were 48.8 feﬁﬁ{eé

charged for every 100 males (Table 10)

Males charged with possession of stolen goods (Tablg
11 and Figure 211}) increaged steadily from a raEerf
149.252 1n 1975 to f12.552‘in 1980. The rate.décreased
gradually thereafter to 185.326 in 1984. The raté_cﬁange
between 1975 and 1984 for women chaféed with-tﬁe same
offence was not as high‘aé was the case for males. Over
the nine year period, the rate of‘femalés charged with
possession of- stolen goods went from 21.4296 in.l976.;o
30.7008 in 1980 and by 1984, the rate had decreased fo

25.3209 (Table 12 and Figlre 22).
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TABLE 10- .

Male and Pemale Théft Under Rates 1975 ~ 1984

Female Theft- Under Rate Female Index.
1975, . .. 288.335 -+ o100
. 1976 310.850 ' T 107.8 ‘
1877 , 282.806. - N L9809
1978 320.220 . . Ca
1979 . .321.036. - . 1113
1980 319,282 110:8 .
1981 340.753 ’ 118.2
1982 - 329,537 .- 114.3
1983 : 322.509 111.9 -
1984 293.845" 101.9
. Male Theft Under Rate " Male Index
1975 592,237 P 1t A
1976 ¢ 629.716 o . 106.3
- 1977 . 559.436 T T 94.5
. 1978 . . 603.327 S . o 101,9.
1975~ ~608.211 C 102;7
1980 651.615 . 110.0 +
. 1981 - " 673,512 - 11307
1982 . 678.318 - 1145
1983 641.884 0 108.4
1984 603.628 107.9

Total Theft Under Female/Male Ratio

1975 . - 48.7

1976 . - 49.4
1977 S 50.6
1978 | | 53.1
1979 S 52.8
1980 - | - . 49.0
1981 o, 50.6
1982, : . 48.6

1983 . : 50.2

1984 . 48.8 :>, I

50urée:'-Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic Enforcement
‘ Statistics. Cat. 85-205 '
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o TABLEIN U

N

Stolég)cbodS'RAtés:iﬁ?Sf;fJQBQ.f : S

. 1975

-1976
L1977

1978

R LY T

1980 _ . '
..1981 -

. 1982

. 1983 -,
T L1984 47

21.4296 -

21.5692

23.8159

26.1820
27.7260

30.7008

30.3801 . .-
27.4563

25.9910 . -
-25.3209 -7

Female Stolen Goods Rate -

1975
© 1976 . - : :
1977 T

1978 o
1979

- 1981
1982
1883
1984

Stoien'Coqu‘Rate” .
. 149,252 - .
153.724 -

168,289

181.994-
193,973

212,552
211.900. .
207,003
C191.,2020
. 185.361

-, —

‘Female Index . .

Dol
100.9
1112
12244
141294

143.5 7
1421
128.5

C 1215

- 118.2

. Male Index . ™ -

100
102.9
S 112.7
121.9°
129.9

142.4
141.9
138.6

112821

124.2

1976
1977

... 71978
© . 1979

1980

1981
1982
- 1983

1984

14.4 .
. 14.0
C+14.2
14.4
14,3

14,4 -

14.3

"13.3°

13.6

13,7 7

_Total Stolen Goods Female/HaIe Rafio‘.'

. Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic, Enforcement
L .Cat. 85-205 - ' o '

Statistics.
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‘increased‘at a faster rate. than the females charged rate.

The female/male ratio shows that in 1975, there were
14.4 females charged w1th posse551on of stolen goods for
every 100 males so charged. - This figure remained -

relatively constant until 1982. When the charging rates

for males sharply increased in 1982 and the female rate —

decreased, the ratio dropped to 13.3. By 1984, the figure

had lncreased only sllghtly tc 13.7 females charged tor

every 100 males. Accordlngly, with the of fence of

possession of stolen goods, the males eharged rates

;b vy . . , -

“The number of persons charged with fraud,hes

-

"increased faster for femalee than for males. From a rate .

ot 217.934 in 1975, the male rate incteased'slowly thoUgh
erratically to a rate of 266 623 in 1981 and leveled off
to a rate of 259.730 by 1984 (Table 121and Flgure 23).

The female rate grew gquickly from 63. 622 in 1975 to
107.043 in %980, and then levelled off tc a rate of 98.804

by 1984 (Figure 24).

qfigie.ratio of  female to male indicates that while the

rates fot_both males and females charged with this offence

increased during the period under study, the increase is
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" TABLE 12 -
Male and Pemale Fraud Rates 1975 - 1984

2

. Female Fraud Rate ¢ .- Female Index
1975 . .63.622 o 100
1976 . ©o78.287 ., - . . 123.1
1977 S s81.813 - 128.6 .
1978 © 92.293 . - - 145.1
1979 . . . 95.786 .+ . 150.6
1980 C o 99.359% ., . 156.3 ..
1981 ©..107.043 - . 168.2
. 1982 C97.980 - 15441
. 1983 . 88.709 .. © 1395
1984 .- 98.804 , ©155,3
Male Fraud Rate Maié Index
1975 7 217.934 o 100
1976 . - . 241,736 . . 110.9
1977 ‘ '237.778 109.1
1978 ‘ . 245.737 . - " - “112.8
1979 | 237.781 S 109.1
1980 | . 255.029 S 11710
1981 266.623 ‘ ©122.3
1982 . _ A 262.663 ‘ 120.6
1983 (- 247,304 . 113.5
1984 y - 259.730 © - 1 119.2. .
,i‘ //-h\ .
£?:>’J _Total Fraud Female/Male Ratio
1975 - 29.2 o
1976 32.4
1977 - 34.4
1978 37.6
1979 | : - 40.3
1980 | 39,0
1981 : . 80.1
1982 , 0 37.3
1983 35,9
1984 ) 38.0

*

Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic Enforcement‘-
Statistics. Cat.* 85-205 '

i
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.I%rger for females. In 1975, thg female to male rat?p was
i1

29.2. This figure increased to 40.3 in 1979, but by
“the ratio had decreased slightly to 38.0'fema1es cha?ggg
for every 100 males. ' 3 |

From the foregoing analysis of crime data, it is

984,

Japparent that with thé exception of homicide offences and. .

violations of the Narcotic Control Act, female -crime rates

have increased both in absolute terms and vis-a-vis male

criminality. Ratios calcﬁlatéd for male and female crime

rates .indicate that during the period under study, not
only has female crime increased, but it has done so at a

rate faster than males.

Patterns ofllabour force participatioﬁ during the
—period under study - 1975 to 1983 - changed'differently
rfor ma;es and females. 1In the\;ase of males, .76.0 per !'
‘.;00,000 of the .males of employable age in Ontario were
‘_either.at work or in gearch of work in 1975. This figure
decreased to 74.8 in 1977 then_increased to 76.0 in 1979,
afﬁerrwhich time the raté decreased grgdually to 70.4 in

1983 (Figure 25)

FUE

'In the case of females, in 1975, 44.8 per 100,000 of

the females of employable age in Ontario were either at

>
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work or in search of work. -The increase .initially was

small but towards the end of the peribd;,there was a sharp

increase to reach a peak rate of Sl. 4. By 1983, the rate .

had decreased SOmewhat to 50.5 (ﬁlgure 26).

When the d1fferent sectors of the economy are
considered, the patterns show evee more marked |
differences. In the case of the prlmary sector -
agriculture - female part1c1pat10n rates 1ncreasee to a
peak rate of 1451.42 in 1980 from 1052,19 in 1975. After
1980, the female participation rate in the primary sector

decreased to 1367.95 in 1983 (Table 13 and Figure 27)

The male participation rate in the primary sector
shows a different picture. 1In 1975, the rate was 3191;96.
In 1976, the eate had decreasedlte 2949.32. By 1977, the
rate began to 1ncrease and reached a peak of 3537.29 in
1979 and decreased to 2846.21 in 1983. The female/male
ralio shows that in. keeping with the female primary |
‘industry participation rates, the number of females
employed per 100 males increased rapidly and consistently.
In 1975, the ratio was 33.0 and had increased to 48.1 by
1983 (Figure 28)

In the secondary sector - manufacturing - the male

rate increased from a rate of-41055.2 in 1975 to a high of

-
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TABLE 13

Male and Pemale Primary Industry Rates i975 - 1983

- Female Primarinndﬁstry Rate . Female Index
1975 . 1052.19 . - 100
1976 ' 1028.74 o 97.8
1977 e 1207.57 ' 114.8
1978 . | 1246.76 : . 118.5
1979 . 1350.92 C 128.4
1980, - . 1451.42 T ©137.9
1981 I 1395.00 - ' 132.6
1982 1306.00 . - 124.1
1983 . 1367.95 : 130.00
Male Prima?y_lndustrx Rate Male Index
1975 ~ 3191.96 O 100
1976 2949.32 o - 94.2
1977 | 3174.60 ‘ 99.5
1978 3216.55 100.8
1979 S 3537.29 . 110.8
1980 ' - 3280.33 o 102.8
1981 3230.59 101.2
1982 - 2842.74 . . 89.1

1983 n - 2B46.21 ' 89.2

Total Primary Industry FemalefMale Ratio

1875 33.0

1976 : 34.9
1977 . 38.0
1978 38.8
1979 | 36.2
1980 44,2
1981 | 2 43.2
1982 - 45,9

1983 | 48.1

' Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic, Enforcement
Statistics. Cat. 85-205 N '

k]
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41326 in 1976 (Table 14). After 1976, the rates decreased

_over the remalnlng years to 34660.5 in 1983.-.Females.in

'ﬁthls sector 1ncreased from a rate of 9925.6 in 1975 to

| peak at 12084 7 is 1980 and began to decrease until in
-1983, the raée was.1£24l.0. The Temale/male ratlo showed
‘ﬁhat femaleipart%cipation-in the secondary sector has
"increased faster thah males. In' 1975, the raeio was‘24.2
-;ehd incfeased each year to 1983 when there we¥e 33.4
ifemales in the secondary sector for every 100 males

oo ]
(Figures 29 and 30)

In the tertiary sector - services - the data.
reveals that although the participation rates for males
and females were more or less similar, the patterns were
different. The male rate tended to decline while the
female rate tended te increase. In fact, by 1977, -the .
rate of women employed in this.sector had exceeded the
‘male rate (Table 15). In 1975 the male rate was_36982.7.
‘The female rate was 36616.2. 15 1977 the-male Late hed
decreased to 36190.5 while ﬁhe female -rate increased to
i36797.3. The male participation rate increased slightly
in 1978 to 36419.6 then Qecreased to a rate of 34344.3 by

1983 (Table 15 and Figure 31)

S

Females, on the other hand, increased after 1977 to a

peak rate of 40734,1 in 1981, and then decreased to
[
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- TABLE 14

Male and Femélé Secondary Industry Rates 1975 — 1983

Female'sécondary'Industry Rate Female Index
1976 _ | ' 9925.6 - 100
1976 . 10150.2 .. . 102.3 -
1977 . : 10331.4 o 104.1. .
1978 : 10859.9 . 109.4 :
1979 : 11879.3 -+ o 116.7
1980 ‘ 12084.7 R P T I
1981 11904.0 : ' 119.9
1982 . ' - 11176.9 - 112.6
1983 ' 11241.0 ) 113.3
Male Secondary Industry Rate .  Male Index
1975 41055.2 , 100
1976 3 41326.5 ' . 100.7
1977 < '40493.8 98.6
1978 40500.8 - - 98.6
1979 ' 41087.0 o 100.1
1980 | 40602.5° 98.9
1981 40514.3 98.7
1982 36471.,17 . - . B88.8
1983 | . 34660.5 . . 84.4
. Jﬁ . ‘V " ) .
Total Secondary Industry Female/Male Ratio
1977 | O 24.2 R
1976 _ 24.6 .
1977 oo - 25.5 - :
1978 o 26.8
1979 S 28.2
1980.- - | . 29.8 '/f
. 1981 : a .- 29.4 o
1982 S . . 30.6. '

1983 ‘ : : : 32.4

"Source: Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic Enforcement
. Statistics. Cat. 85-205 - [P
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TABLE 15

'Male and Female Tertiary Industrf Rates 1975 - HB&j’

&

© 1975

1976 .
1977

1978

1979

1980
1981
1982
1983

——

36616.2
36142.9
36797.3

.37632.5

38951.4

39377.8
40734.1%
40243.0

39939.1

Female Tertiary Industry Rate

i}

1975
1976

1977
19786
1979

1980
1981
1982
1983

36982.7
36255.1
36190.5
36419.6

36291.3

35715.5
36261.7
35986.6
34344.3

Male Tertiary Industry Rate

T —

Female Index -

100

"98.,7
100.5
102.8
106.4

*107.5
111.2

.109.0

109.1

Male Index

100

Total Tertiary Industry Female/Male Ratio

1975
1876
1877
1978
1979

1980
1981 S
1982 2
1983

Source:. Statistics Canada, Crime and Traffic Enforcement.

Statistices,

99.0

99.7.

101.7
103.3
107.3

110.3

112.3
111.8
116.3

Cat. 85-205

s
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39938.1 in 1983. The fact that female.participation in
the tertiary sector has‘increaseq faster than males is
sopported by theifenale/male-ratlo. There were 99.0

- females for every. Oolmales-employed in this industry‘in
1975, This figure increased by an average of 2.0 per year

until in 1983, there were 116.3 females'per 100 males in

the secondary sector (Table 15 and Figure 32)°

When the "type of work" rather than the "place of’
work" is considered grouplng the Ftype of work" into ther
‘;three classes - executive whlte collar, whlte collar and
blue collar - 1nterest1ng facts ‘are revealed. Executive
'whlte collar employment rates. 1ncreased for both males and :

'females. In the case of males, the rates dropped sllghtly

1n1t1ally from 18381 3 in 1975 to 17989.4 1n 1977 and then .

';1ncreased to 18276.2 in 1980, 19152. '8 in 1981, 18768»6 in
1982 and 19006. 4 in 1983. In the case of females,.the X
increase was a steady one starting Wlth 10872 6 1n 1975
“and ending up with 13828.2 in 1983 (Table lG-FrgureSGSBI

and 34)).

The female/male ratio shows that females employed in
executive white collar positions has not only increased

over the period under study, but has done so at a rate
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TABLE 16 g'

'Male and Fehale,Eﬁeeugive;White.Cpiiar,§§t§$e1975ﬂ—"ﬂ§83ﬁe;‘ )

Female Executlve White Collar Rate';fﬁFeméie'ihdeiuf.:*

1975 - 10872. 5..7--{ o 0

. -.1976 T 10938:9 1 T 10046
1977 ERRERREE X & X T DRSS )Y R

1978 ooarLT. et s e 105,00
1979 C L M997 4 T 103

1980 o .‘_12210 9 .o 112,30
1987 © 0 12741.0 T I A
1982 .. T13s18.6 - o L0 0124030
©:1983 T T13828.2- 0 0 S 127;2..

Male Executlve Whlte Collar Rate g - jMale Index

1975 SR 18381.3 L 00
1976 S 1827145 0 - T 99,4
1977 ST 179894 s T 97,8
. 1978 C -0 18457.,9 . .. oo 88,8 .
1979 S 1799206 . L L et 87,9

1980 o 18276.2 . et 99,4
1981 L. .19152.8- v . o 104.2 0
1982 Ceo18768.6 0 0 10201
1983 foo 0 19006.4 0 oo 110324

‘Total Executivé White Collar Female/Male Ratio

1975 : - 59,1 . : -
.. 1976 _ . . . 59,9 I
1977 , ' . 63.2
- .1978 : . ) 62.9
1979 I , 66,7

1980 .- . " 66.8
1981 o D 66,5 — -
1982 . - T ¥ Y
1983 S . © 72.8

eSodrce: Statlstlcs Canada, Crime and Trafflc Enforcement
' Statistics. Cat. 85 205. :
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-dfaster than_males.' In‘1955, the female/male ratlo was

59. O and the flgure 1ncreased steadlly to 72 8 in 1983.

The whlte collar emplofment rate for males fell
~con51stent1y from 27516 9 in 1975 to 250?8 3 in 1983. ln
the case. of females,_the whlte collar employment rate |
showed an increase from 31320 1l:in 1975 to 35030:1 in l981r
and then a sudden drop to 33530. 7 in 1982 ana 31581.8 in
1983 (Table 17). The female/male ratlo shows that in
.;1975, there were 113 8 females employed in white collar
p051tlons for every 100 males S0 employed lee the'r
lemployment rates for thlS type of work, the ratio
‘rncreased to 132.811n119§l and thén dropped spddenlf'to<;
_léS;e ln;1983.A.lhe data teveals'that not onlyfqere there.fu
" mare females per 100, OOO‘employed in white collar |
-p051tlons than males, but that thelr rate of 1ncrease was

faster (Table 17 and Flgures 35 and 36)

. The blue collar employment rate tor males fluctuated
~:3between 35368.4 in 1975 and 36189 2 in: 1979, and began to -
‘--decrease to 29569.0_1n 1983 (Table 16 ~and Flgure 37)

. The trend was. sllghtly dlfferent for" females In
1975,'the rate was. 5506 45, 1ncreased in 1976 (5726 63)

then decreased to 5266 34 in 1977. .The rate Yncreased to'
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 TABLE 17

~

Male and.Pehale'ﬁhitédeiiaf Rh;esu1975 — 1983

Female White Collar Rate . Female Index

1975 © v 313201 .. . 100. .
1976 : - 31376.4- . - .. ..100.2
1977 . 31698.6 C 101.2
1978 . 32678.2 . - 10403
1979 . 33515.6- - . 107.0
1980 S 3417r.6 T T - 109.1
1981 - 350301 - o 111.8
1982 . 33530.7 - .. 77 107.1
1983 o7 '31581.8 oo T - '100.8

Male White Collar Rate  Male Index

1975 4 . 27516.9 - . . T T 100

1976 .. 27011, - o7 68,2
11977 ©.27054.7 . . - 0 98.3
» 1978 . 26527.9° © . 96.4

1979 . 2669908 T o 09700
1980 .  26343.1 . 95.7
1981 . 26372.2 D7 958

1982 : . 25294.0 e T e e 9Y,9
1983 ~25078.3 - T 9L

LY

Total White‘Coilér'Fémale/Male Ratio A:
1975 s S LT OF- '
. 1976 . 16.2

1877 ‘ 1172

1978 o : Lo 12302
1979 o .. 12505

1980 R, 129.7
1981 R 1132.8
1982 oo o132.60
1983 , S L 125.9..

Source: Stafistigsjténéda;ﬁCrimé and ‘Traffic Enforcement .
| Statistics. .Cat. 85-205 N S PP
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TABLE 18¢

@
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r.

' Male and Female Blue Collar Rates 1975 — 1983 -

Female Blue Collar Rate

. 1975
1976

1977

1978
11979

1980
1987
1982 .

1983

5506 .45
5726.63
5266 .34
5610.,42
6175.62

6405.20
6169.01
5649 .20

15947.60

Méle Blue Collar Rate

1975

" 1976

1977

.. 1978
1979

©-1980
1981 -

1982
1983 |

35368
35283
34779
35483,
36189

34945

- 34481
- 31334

29569

.4
.0
.5

.6
6
.8
.0

8.
.2

Female Index

100
104.0
95.6
101.9
112.2

116.3
112.0
102.6
108.0

Male Index

100
99.8
. 98.3
100.3-
102.3
98.8'
97.5
'88.6
83.6

Total Blue Collar Female/Male Ratio

19875

1976
1977

1978

1979

1980
19871
1982
1983

Source: Statistics Canada,

Statistics.

Cat.

85-205

15.6
16.2
15.1
15.8
17.1

-

Crime and Traffic Enforcement
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5610 42 in 1978 and reached a peak rate of 6405.20 in
1980. The rate decreased to 5649 20 "in 1982 then
inereased again to 5947.60 in 19831 ~The female/male ratio
.shows that the?e were 15.6 females employed for every 100
‘males in 1975. It increased to 16.2 in 1976 and fell to
15.1 in 1977. Thereafter it increased to reach a high of

20.1 in 1983 (Table 18 and Figure 38)

From the foregoiﬁg analysis of labour force deta, it
is clear that not only‘has the-rate-ef female labour force
participation increased, it has done so when the male
pa;ticipation rate has either decreased or increesed only
slightly. The data also reveals>that an lnchease has
‘occured in the.primafy,_secondery and'tefeiafy.eectorS'as’
well “as. in executlve whlte collar, white colla; and blue
collar positions, 1nd1cat1ng that the changes in labour
force parﬁicipation is not only an increased'involvement-
in tradltlonal female occupatlons but also an incursion

into what may be con51dered non-traditional female

occupations. &

The- thesis that is being tested here is that changes
in female criminality attributed to the emancipation of

women-would reflect changes in female pafticipation'in the

v



-132- ‘ -

FIG. 38 FEMALE BLUF COLLAR RATES
R/ 0 PP |

&

175 W w m W m ®



' ;héﬁt-and fraud.

-

. —133.—"

labour force. Adler aﬁd‘simonﬂs opportunity theories

suggest that increased participation in the labour force
will provide women with the opportunity to commit more
crimes which will be less traditional in nature. In order

“ ‘ i-e" " . . . “
to do so, women must be employed in occupations which will

“facilitate the commission of certain offences such as

<

The data reveals that there hasﬁbeen_nbt only‘an

“increase in the female participation intthe labour force

th'élso in the non~traditional female occupations and

‘_ﬁﬁat this increase has been not only in absolute terms. but
~also in terms relative to male participatiohﬁ If Adler

- and Simpn's theories are correct, we hpuld find:

1} An increase in female crimihality bbth‘in
absolute terms and vis-a-vis male criminality:

24+ An increase in female participation in non-
traditional areas of .employment - both in
"place of work" and in "type of work".

3) An in¢rease in female criminality vis-a-vis
" female labour force participation, particularly
in executive white collar employment and white
collar employment and an increase in such crimes
as theft over $200.00, theft under $200.00,
fraud, and possession of stolen goods. K
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" appeared from the three crime groupings {(Table 19).
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Regression analysis utilizing the rates for the major
crime groupings and the rates of participation in the
labour force rezgals a high correlation'(.931)lbetween
female property crlme rates and female labour force
participation. Thls was the highest correlation that

v

The

correlation coefficient between female participation in

the labour force and 1) total female crime rates was .896

.2);femalé violent crimes was .796 and 3) female rates for

violation of the Narcotic Control Act was .231.

The picture is no different when the correlation is

‘between female labour force-participation rates and

various crimes considered individually. Table 19 shows
that the assault rate gave a correlation coefficient of
.923. The crime of theft over $200.00 gave a correlation

coefficient of .977, while ‘the crime of fraud gave a

.éorrelation coefficient of .886.

What these correlations suggest is that an increase

in the female participation in the labour force was -

. associated with an increase in all crimes except Narcotic

Control Act offences. What is more, the coefficients of
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TABLE 19 - R 4

Correlation Coefficients Between Rate of Female .
Participation in Labour Force and Crime Rates . '

- -Correlation '“‘_.Lévei‘of” | L
Offence Type . Coefficient . . Significance

Total Crime  .gos o .4;1"g;0ﬂ
Violent o - .798 : ,.' :_ FOS‘:‘
ﬁroperty , ..931._' o K _;be
Narcotic - . —.231 " . "‘ i-  ;1; |
Assault o 023 o
Theft ovér $200 o 977 ;.-‘?.{ fo.'

Fraud _ .. - .886 B S

e ——
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- correlation are- ot such an order as to suggest that mostr'
,5f the variance An- the crlme rates could be explalned byLL.i

'Qariance in'the 1abournforde part1c1pat10n rates.:'

Lt "

An analy51s of female crlme rates and the.
occupatlonal grouplngs 7Table 20) prov1de 1nterest1og
:'_correlatlons. Wlth executlve Whlte collar-employment l)ﬁi,"
e;total crimes gave a correlatlon coefflclent of 889,'2){-
‘r'v1olent crlmes gave a correlatlon coefflclent of ;530;751,”

]

g]property crimes. gave a. correlatlon coefflcient of .725,3

;land 4) Narcotic Control Act offences a correlatlon
‘coefficient of‘j,SQl.‘ . ._f ; .:. ,;

With white collar employment rates, the-coefficient
of correlations were a little higher. l) total crlmes gave
" a correlation coefficient of .959, 2) violent crimes gave
a correlation coefficient of .556, 3) property crimes gave

a correlation coefficient of .849 and, 4) violations of

the Narcotic Control Act gave a correlation coefficient of -

.311. -

With blue collar employment rates, 1) total crime
gave a correlation coefficient of .908, 2) violent crimes

gave a correlation coefficient of .753, 3) property
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. TABLE 20

L —

CORRELATION> COEFFICIENTS BETHEBN FEMALE OCCUPATIONAL
'GROUPINGS (TYPE OF WORK) AND PEMALE CRIME RATES

EXECUTIVE

WHITE COLLAR ' WHITE COLLAﬁ ___BLUE COLLAR
Cdrr. ' fe;rel-of -Corr . D_avel of Corr - Level of
Coef. - Signif. Ooef. Signif. Coef. Signif.
qotal Crime’  .389 - .01 959 . .01 - .908 .01
7violehp - .séo L 05 556 .1 753 .05
'prdpégty:i- 725 .01 .49 | .01 S .735 . .05
NARCOTICS —591 1m0 2700
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offences showed a co&;elatlon coefflclent of 735 while 4)

Narcotic Control Act offences showed a .270_correlat;on

coefficient. '-l, l DR “.;EJ

When varlous crxmes are consxdered 1nd1v1dually,_the :
results are 51m11ar% There was a hlgh correlatlon'
coefficient for theft over SZQO.QQ (@94l)~and_.951 for
aSsaclt_for execotive white‘collar'women.l with_ﬁﬂite'
collar positions, fraud Shodeo a'correletion coefficient-:'
of .886, ’possessron of stolen goods gave a correlatlon:-i
coeffxcxent of .924 whlle the offence of break and enter
gave a correlatlon coefficient of 885 Blue collar
workers showed low correlatlons for allLoffences except
for break and enter wthh gave'a correlatlon coreff1c1ent'
of .886 (Table 21). o - )

When the "place of . work"'ls con81dered, some
interesting correlatlonsvare'obtalned. Table 22 shows'

that partLC1pat10n rates in the prlmary S ctor for females,

and 1) total crlme rates gaVe a: correlatlo ‘coeffrc;ent of
.932, 2) female v101ent crlmes gave a. correla 1on .
. coefficient of ;818, 3) female property crlmes gave a .

correlation coefficientyof..&BB and 4) female rates ror,

violation of the.Nércotic*ControlfActjwae —136
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.- TABLE 21 - - -

P

. -/CORRELATION ‘COEFFICIENTS BETWEEN FEMALE OCCUPATIONAL.. .
" GROUPINGS (TYPE OF WORK) .AND VARIOUS CRIME RATES. &

(.
WHITE COLLAR "~ . . WHITE. COLLAR -~ -BLUE COLLAR. = ' . &

C‘OI'T_'.‘ o IEVél Of\l - C'L‘_‘)I'I'.'-T Levequ i CO'LT.. [EV;EI' of e
- Coef. ~ signif. Coef.  Signif.  Coef.- -signif. -/

| heft over .94l .01 T T — o
CFravd L) — == e ie8e - L0 — —

. Stolen Goods — = e - 010 |
";:Breék‘&'Enter - -';%. o ,.825':‘ .01 . .886 . A,;011:"

L oAssaplt . L9581 .01 . — 00
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. - TABLE.22.

" CORRELATION COEPPICIENTS BETWEEN FEMALE OCCUPATIONAL =
" GROUPINGS (PLACE OF WORK) AND PEMALE CRIME RATES .

. .-—/—\

PRIMARY - SECONDARY =~ . TERTIARY |
INDOSTRY |, . . ThDUSTRY .. INDUSTRY

Corr.  level of - Corr.:’ ‘Level of f_Corr._' fé\{el of

Coef. * Signif.  Coef. ~ Signif... - Coef. .. ‘Signifi = =

Total Crime 932 . .0t ¢ 964 o j;ésé Y
violént . .818 . .01 f T ;816 o0 ',73i | '_u.os‘- '
‘Propﬁtﬁy' f 833 L .906 ; 01 :.éoi .
Naréét;c -3 | 010 - -.065 - f_,1 - -.284 " ', A

I
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With the secondary sectof, the correlatlon
coeff1c1ent hetween female partlclpatlon rates and l)
total crime was .,964 2) female violent crime was .816, 3)
"female~proper;y 0ffences’was':906mand, 45-fema£e,Natcotic

Control Act offenéég vas 065,

"The tertiary sector showed a correlation coefficient
betwe ' ’

'en female part1cxpat10n rates and 1} total crime ot .952,

2) female violént crimes of ,737, 3) female property.

offeaces of .901 and 4) violatiOn df‘the Narcotic Control
At of 1.56 |

Wwhen correiatlons between the place of work:'and
varlous crimes are considered 1nd1v1dually, the picutre ie'
more focused. Female part1c1pat10n in the prlmary sector
correlated w1th female fraud rates gave a correlatlon ;.
- coefficient of .865, and the female.break and enter rate.
‘gave.a correlation eoeffieient of. 8463(Table'23). .The;
_female secondary sector rates and female theft over |
' $2OO 00 rates gave a correlatlon coeff1c1ent of_.814."Tbe
female fraud rate gave ar- correlatlon coeffic1ent of .9@9.
'and the b;eak and enter ra;e gave agcorrelaeldn-

' coeéfficient -of ',954 (Table 23)-.
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With female participation in the tertiéry sectdf, the
correlations between various crimes were much higher.
Eemale theft over $200.00“ra£es gave a correlation
coefficient‘of .971 aﬁd female the?t under $200 gave a
correlation coefficient of .818. The feﬁale assault rate
gave a correiation‘coeff;cient of .903, the female fraud
‘rate gave a correlation-coefficienﬁ of .828 and the female
rate for poséession‘of sﬁolen-éoods-gave_a cofrelation

Goefficient of .853 (Table 23).
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TABLE - 23

CORRELATION COEFPFICIENTS .BETWEEN' FEMALE OCCUPATIONAL
- . GROUPINGS (PLACE OF WORK) AND VARIOUS CRIME RATES

PRIMARY SECONDARY  TERTIARY
INDUSTRY . __INDUSTRY INDUSTRY

Corr. - Level of Corr. Ievel of Corr. = Level Of.

Coef. : Signif. Coef. Signif. Coef. - Signif.
- Theft Over - = 84 05 - LeTt .01
'Théf&‘Unde: — ) }—' - ';T - 818" .01
.5ssau1t | - __".;-f-.- - ;, - s03 Lo
Fraud. . 865 .01 o .909 L. .B26 - .0
.StoLQE Goods | - : - "_-4 '  . - . .853 01
Bréak & Enter  .846 ;"'foi-..- B — e -

)
-



e

CHAPTER FOUR

- CONCLUSION

1.
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Explainations of female criminality have revolved around
two theoretical schools of thought. Firstly, there were the

biological determinists theories which euggest'that the

respoﬁSibility for crime lay' in.an individual's biological or

psychological-meke—up} These theorists-explained tﬁat-female
crime leﬁeis werellow due to.the feot that few females are
boro criminals ~ biological Q&fowbacks,to an earlier |
evolutionary stage in human develobment.' Rather,-;hey
suggested that Ehe majority of female'offendere were
occasional criminals. |

‘When,female criminality began-tolincrease, a new'Schoo1 

of thought developed which suggests that the increase in

‘female criminality is situational rather than -biological. Ie

is suggested that Opportunities afforded to women'in.eoéh;
areas as education and employment w1ll’glve rlse to alf
profu51on of female crlmlnallty because women are dlscardlngu
their traditional feminine roles of W1fe'and~mother and- ;_'e
enterlng non-traditional spheres of employment and educatlon.;
As a result, women are galnlng .access to heretofore maleA

dominated fields and: selzlng the: opportunlty to commlt crlmes

'\

condecive to their newly found sooial‘positlon such as f:aud,‘A“”

embezzlement andptheft;'
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]

The purpose of this study has been to ascertain-whethe:
the;e is a 'real' increase in female criQe and whether that
increase is disproportional to male criminality;' Fufther, it
Qas intended ta determine whether there is ‘a relationship
-bgtween female criminality aﬁd female labour ﬁorce
participaéion. .

Freda Adler (1975) and Rita Siﬁon {1975), two ofithe

'chief proponents of the theory reiéting.chaﬁges-in fema;e_
lériminality to female emanCipatioﬁ éﬁggested that in the
'pgét, women have been restricted to éommitting petty crimes.
.such as shoplifting‘bécéusg of’;heir role as.homemékgr and
- tH¢ir lack of opportunity to.cbmmit more lucrative offences.
';Tﬁéy‘suggest thaé és_womenJiﬁp;éye'their educétion and
'ippportunities andugain access to all 1egi£imate fields of
.reﬁployment, they not on}ysgéﬁ.épjoy the benefits of ﬁhe
-ﬂ'scécess in the jobs, oécupatibﬁsAand positions traditionally
designed for men,.the§ are broadening ﬁheir scope of criminal

proclivities.

Specifically, they hypotheéized-that as women begin to
penetrate executive‘whité'collar and white collar posigions,
crimes such as fraud,,émbezzlement.and"theft‘dﬁer $200.00

hY
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will increase. They state that the barriers which have

prevented women from. commltting offences which are more

kN

seyious and- ultlmately more . lucratlve are related to soc1a1

Fer
W
=

rather than sexual- factors. IR ' E

Most often this‘theorf has-not‘been tested;]'Instead,:.
the increase in female crlmlnallty has been demonstrated and
1ts relatlon to fema}e emanc1patlon‘assumed. These studles
”:have_aocepted as a matter of fact the'increaslng'emanc1patlon

- of women with the passage of time. . S o -

_ There have heen_sone_stndiesbthat have-trledrto teStJthe
' hjpothesis empitiballj.i"TheselstUGles hane;attempted to-
.operatlonallze emanc1pat10n 1n terms of dlvorce rates,-
‘marrlage rates, fertlllty rates, educatlonal atta1nment5and.
labour force partlclpatlon on the grounds that dlvorce,‘l
l‘employment, educatlon and -the like 1nd1cate a flnanc1alfahd

- emotional 1ndependence from males.‘ In addltlon,_lt has beeni.
':suggested that lncreased labour force parthlpatlon indicates
that the restrictions on the roles allowed to women are

lessening.

-This thesis sought to test Adler and Simon’s.

"opportunlty theques.' It was hypothesized that.
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(1) Female crime. rates in. Ontarlo have S
-1ncreased in absolute terms,. ' :

(2) Female crime rates in Ontarlo have' ,
1ncreased dlsproportlonately v1s -a- VlS oo
male crlme rates in Ontarlo, ' S e

(3) Female crlme rates have 1ncreased w1th an.
increased- part1c1patxon of w0men in the
1abour force; and, : -

{(4) Female property crlme rates have 1ncreased C
vis—a-vis female part1c1pat10n in executive-
white collar, and white collar p051tlons and
within. the tertlary sector.-u

Crime rates - total crime rates, rates for the dlfferent
‘_categorles of crime and the rates for spec1f1c offences'
within these categorles-- for both males and females was

examlned to determlne the changes that occured.- The purpose.

\

J of the analysls was not to merely ascertaln the changes but

also to ascertaln the types of crlme where the changes have

-.occured - ¢crimes that are thought to be tradltlonally female

or crimes that are thought pecullarly male._ Results showed
that in all categorles except drug offences, there was an
overall increase in the rate of females charged as well as

" the rate of males charged . The 1ncreases, however, were .not
consistent in that some years showed an lncrease and some l
: years showed a decrease. " The 1ncreases for females were

greater than the 1ncreases for males and the decreases in the-

v
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'dremale charging rates were less than the decreases for male
_charging rates.'_The apalysis of the data permits the- .
.cohcluslon that.not only has.there beenran.increase ln female;

Necrimihality, hut that the increasé-is_relative vis—-a-vis male

iﬂcriminality.

{”Eabour force‘particlpation data wag also slmilarly
analyzed The data reuealed‘that while‘male participatioh
‘"i_actually decreased durlng the period under study, female
labour force part1c1pat10n 1ncreased. Of the threeqlabour
force sectors tested - prlmary, secondary and tertlary - the
data revealed that although female part1c1pat10n rates‘
‘1ncreased in all three, the augmentatlon occured most in the

',tertiary‘sector.Which,incorporates trade, finance, insurance,

‘real estate, service and public administration.

. Labour force participation|was further analfzed in terms
of "type of work#,—fexecutlve white‘collar, white collar and
blue collar. The data revealed'that female'oarticipation in
.all three sectors 1ncreased but that execut1Ve whlte collar
9051t10ns 1ncreased most durlng the period under study ‘and
that this increase exceeded male executlve white collar

p051tlons.
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The analysis oflthe'data on male and female crime rates

- and 1abour force part1c1patlon revealed that there has, in

fact, been an 1ncrease 1n female crlminallty and labour force.

part1c1pat1on both in absolute terms and vis-a-vis male

3

rates. The analy51s also revealed that the increase in the

=

labour force part1c1pat10n was .not only an 1ncrease of

traditional female labour force part1c1patlon but also an

_1ncurs1on into non-tradltlonal occupatlons. As far as the'

. crime rates were;concerned, they revealed an 1ncrease in all
crimes with the exception of drug related‘offences.'-The

increase was particularly apparent. in the category of o

property crimes especially‘fraudrahd:theft{'5uggesting
support. for the.hypotheeie‘tested; S |

:

' Regre551on analy51s was utlllzed to téest dlrectly,‘the
relationship between emanclpatlon - labour force B
part1c1pat10n - and female crlmlnallty. Crlme data was
regressed agalnst part1c1pat10n rates to ascertaln whether
crime is assoc1ated with labour force part1c1pat1on. If"
emanc1pat10n is to be 1mpllcated however, it is not ‘the .

total number of crimes that would equate crlme w1th

: emanc1patlon, but rather that females are beglnnlng to commlt

crimes previously commltted‘by men. However, increases ;n

not all crimes considered peculiarly male can be'attributed
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‘tbrfem;ié emanc;patidnf For example, crimes such as robbefy
aﬁd bfeak and enter which were ‘considered male offences can
_hdt,'if'én increase transpires, be attributed éolely to the
effects of émanciﬁétion because of the tools aﬁd expertise
required to commit.such offences whigh canﬁot bé attained

from emancipation alone.

Total crime correlated against total labour fofbe
participation netted a higher correlation for feméles than
for males. When crime rates.wefe grouped into violent,
property ‘and narcotic offences, female property crimes sﬁoweo
the strongest correlaqion with employment. When employment
was broken down fo "piéée of work" aﬁd "type of Qork“,

property of fences again, showed the highest: correlation..
% ' '

»

The offences for which the relationshiﬁ bet&een
 émancipation and crime appeared-strongest‘éere theft over
$200.00, assault, fraﬁd and_posséssibn_oﬁ stolen goods.
These correlations were most pronduﬁced Qithin the tertiary
,35e¢t6r and e#ecutive white.coliar positions.h It can,
_thgrefore, be seeh thaﬁ women-have movedkfrbh traditional

f gééﬁpations and‘thé crimes associated with those positions to

‘non-traditional occupations and are gaining access to
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heretofore male domlnated opportun1t1es for employment and -'ff

the commission of crlmlnal dffences.

L.

Based on the analy515 of rhe data on crlme rates and o
labour force part1c1pat10n, there is eV1dence to suggeSt that
social rather than . sexual barrlers have restrlcted women ‘in
the past to petty crlmes and that the 1ncrease Win employment
opportunities wztnessed in the last several years, : '
partlcularly executlve white CQllar and wh1te collar
positions has afforded women Nlth the opportunlty td commit

..

crimes more_serlous- in nature.

n

As more women occuoy pos(btlons conduclve to commlttlng

crimes such as fraud, embezzlement , theft over $200 00 and

the like, more of them appear to‘be'selzlng,the,oppprtunltylb'f'd

to commit these c¢rimes. . . ' .

In the performance of this studyr one major obstacle-was,_

encountered, This study was hampered by -a lack of labour
force data as a result of changes 1n recordlng and reportlng
patterns prior to 1975 and after 1983.. ThlS compelled the
analy51s to be restrlcted to a short perlod of tlme. Perhaps

A longer time span would have allowed for a clearer plcture

‘
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“of'thedrelationship_between-emahcipation‘and crime. -
:The research model utilized was also not conduoive to an
jaccurate test of the theory. The problem was conceptual1zed

"~ in terms. of its magnltude under varying condltlons.-_The

l” questlons to whi answers were sought revolve around’

'1 changes in the rat s of females charged for certaln offences

: ?wath changes in the female partlclpatlon in dlfferent
;segments of the labour-force;“ An 1nord1nate 1ncrease in’
tfemales charged w1th fraud assoclated wlth an 1nord1nate
’1ncrease in female part1c1patlon in- erecut1ve whlte collar

' fJobs suggest a relatlonshlp between female crlme and female

TemanC1pat10n through 1ntermed1at10n of opportunlty. This

'~.theory carrles the 1mp11c1t assumptlon that 1t 1s these

v

females in the executlve whlte collar p051t10ns who have the:

.opportunlty to commlt fraud and who do consequently commit
'fraud~ .There is no ev1dence of th1s. The des1gn of the

. study should have called for Hﬂ% 1dent1f1catlon of' the

f_occupatlon of the fraud;oﬁfender. The data is nét avallable‘

. . 1 \

. for the performance'of‘suohda_studyﬂ Co
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. 'because female offenders are fewer in number, female crminallty is

the time series rnethod of analysis

ABSTRACT

The study of female criminality has been margmal at best to

" the study of male criminality, resulting from the common b€11€f that

.,not as important,

Two schools of thought have‘s‘ought to explain the nature of female

B criminality The classical school of. thought found 1n such works as -
.. _I_anbroso (1895) expound upon the bio]ogical determlnlst theory of :female
:_ criminality while the oontemporary theorlsts such as Adler (1_975) and‘
© Simon (1975) suggest that women are shedding their femiuiue roles- anci
- _l emulatlng men not only in their educatmnal and occupatlonal purSUltS
but also in their criminal careers. _"I‘hey state that ‘womer_x have b_een )
restricted to camitting petty crimes such:as shoplifti'.ng "b,eoause ‘of g
) a lack of opportunity -to cdmﬁt“Criiues'rflore seri'ous in-'nature 'I'ney

._hypothe51ze that as women’ gain access to non-tradltlonal JObS oocupa~ '

thl’lS and opportum.t:.es there w111 be a profusmn in the number of™

female offenders and that thelr crimes w111 transform from petty theft

‘to crimes that are nxore serious.

This thesis sought to test this.theory‘ and ‘in doing- SO,‘ ascertaiueti i

the extent of the effect of femal'e'einal_lc':ipa-tion'on..female’_ cri:ninality“'

utilizing data relating to Ontario fram 1975 through 1984, and employing

For this test it was’ hypothes:Lzed that (1) female crime rates in.

Ontario have increased in absolute tems (2) female orime rates in

" Ontario have increased dlsproportlonately vls-a—v1s male cr:.me rates

.
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-~ in Ontario; (3) female crime rates have increased with an increased
participation of women in the 1abour forceé; and (4) female property
,crine rates have increased vis-a-vis female partlcipatlon in executive |
white-collar and white-collar positions and within‘the tertiary sectqr.
i fhe dependant variable - cfime rates - were measuréd by the number
of persons charged and the indépeﬁdant variable of labour force partic-
3 1pat10n was central to the measurenent .of emancipation.
‘ Based on the ana1y51s of the data on crime rates and labour forqé
) participation, there isg ev1dence to suggest that social rather than
'sexual barriers- have restricted women in the past to pefty crimes and
that the incréése in employment opportunities witnessed in the last
seQeral years, partibulérly executive white-collar and white-collar

~,
~

.pOSitions has afforded woamen ﬁith‘fhe opportuhity to commit crime more

- serious in nature. As'more wamen occupy positions conducive to cennﬁttihg‘
érimes such as fraud,‘enbezzlement, theft over $200.00 andlthe like,
i‘:nofe of them appear to be seizing the opportunity to commit these crimes. -
o j{One obstacle of this study is that it carries vith it the hwpliéit
_éssumption that it is these females in fhe executive white collar pos-
itions.who have the opportunity to coomit crimes such as fraud and who

 db COnsequently comit such crimes. There is no evidence of this. The
design of the study should have called for the identification of the

occupation and the particular offender (i.e. fraud). The data is not

available for the performancé of such a study.





