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Abstract

The title of the Master's thesis submitted and accepted by the University of
Ottawa is Beyond the Prairies: The Basis of Reform Support in Ontario and its
implications for the Canadian Party System. The thesis explores three
questions: On what basis were Ontario voters courted during the 1993 federal
election by the Reform Party of Canada? What are the political, economic, and
demographic predictors of Reform support in Ontario? What are the implications
of Reform support in Ontario for the Canadian party system? The thesis
proceeds 1o structure the exploration of these questions within three schools of
thought. post-modernism, political party systems theory, and theories regarding
the emergence of collective behaviour. The thesis explores these questions
using a variety of methodologies, including re-examinzations of electoral data in
order to control for rural, sub-urban, and urban effects, demographic and
economic data gamered from Statistics Canada, and a questionnaire completed
by Reform Party candidates in the 1993 federal election. The thesis explores
the effect of previous federal, provincial, and referendum voting patterns on
Reform Party support. The thesis concludes that: 1) the Reform Party vote in
Ontario is the vote of tne ideologically-committed right wing, 2) the Party's
support is concentrated in mid-sized urban Ontario and defies a rural
description, 3) the support is that of the economically secure who are facing
declining opportunities, 4) the politicization of citizen alienation through the
themes of parliamentary reform and populism has been key in developing
activism in Ontario, and fiscal conservatism is 2 solidifying agent of this
conversion. The thesis explores the implications of the Reform Party’s success
in Ontario, particularly whether the party can escape the inherent difficulties
between populism and parliamentary democracy. The thesis concludes with a
discussion of whether the party is the harbinger of fundamental change in the
Canadian political party system.
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Chapter 1: Beyond the Prairies

4 he 1993 general election marked the amival of the Reform Party on the federal
political scene as a force to be reckoned with. The party has successfully

¥ continued in the venerable line of Western political parties made good., fuelled at
least in part by the mix of prairie populism, discontent and the potent feeling of
exclusion. If Reform is rooted in the third party tradition of the Progressives’, the Social
Credit?, and the CCF?, it is poised to ieave it behind. The particular circumstances of
the 1993 election - the collapse of the Conservative and New Democratic parties and
the electoral success of the Bloc québécois® - indicate that Reform is well placed to
assume a much more dominant position than its third party status would indicate.

It seems that the future ability of the Reform party to "pierce” the barriers of the
Canadian political party system and become one of the dominant parties in a historically
stable two-party-plus system,’ rests in part on its success in expanding into Omiario and
translating that expansion into electoral gains. Given Ontario’s preponderance in the
House of Commons, the province commanding 99 of the chamber's 295 seats, the
importance of gaining the province's political favour is clear. The Reform party must
translate its growing popularity in the province into substantial electoral gains if its goal
of assuming office is to be realized. The party's future in Ontario is also critical in light of
Reform’s electoral chances in Québec. With oniy a marginal showing in Ontario and a
strong presence in the Westemn provinces, Reform's chances of assuming the mantle of
government lie in winning seats in Québec. A serious expansion effort into Québec
would require the party to confront contradictions in its policies towards the province:

The official languages policy of the Reform Party’s 1988 platform called for
a "recognition of French in Québec and English elsewhere as the

'See Morton, W.L.: The Progressive Party in Canada; Toronto: University of Toronto Press; 1850

2See Irving, J.A.; The Social Credit Movernent in Alberta; Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1959; as
well as Macpherson, C.B.; Democracy in Alberta: Social Credit and the Party System; Toronto: University of
Toronte Press; 1953. For a classic look at the rise of the Sacial Credit in Québec, see Pinard, M.; The Rise
of the Third Party: A Studv of Crisis Politics; Scarborough: Prentice-Hall, 1971

ISee Lipset, S.M.; Agrarian Socialism: The Cooperative Commonwealth Federation in Saskatchewan:
Los Angeles: University of California Press; 1950. As well, see Whitehom, A.; Canadian §oc:ahsm ESsays
on the CCF-NDP; Toronto: Oxford University Press; 1992

‘Refer to Table 1.1

*The first period of Canadian party competition at the federal level was characterized by the dominance
of the Liberal and Conservative parties. The election of the Progressives to the House of Commons in 1921 -
indicated the beginning of a transition to a two-party-plus system, with the CCF-NDP establishing
themselves as the most serious third party contender in the wake of the Progressives' eventual decline. Until
the 1993 federal election, this three.way pattem of party competition generally held fast
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predominant language of work and society”... To suprort the language
nghts of English Quebeckers might not be a bad policy in itself, but it is at
cross purposes with the territorial bilingualism that Manning says he
advocates, and is a definite barrier to attracting francophone supporters
for the Reform party in Québec. Manning will have to sort out these
problems if he ever hopes to expand into Québec...Manning's move into
Québec is beset with so many difficulties that one may wonder whether it
is worth the effort.®

As well, a consideration worthy of note is whether the present membership - the party
would welcome a strong Québec wing. While the 1994 Assembly welcomed their
Québec delegates with some enthusiasm’, Westem delegates did not hesitate to
express their displeasure about the party diverting its financial and human resources in
the interests of a serious Québec expansion.® While the public face of the party has
become more Guébec-friendly than ever before, further study shows that the originally
non-compromising attitudes of the party faithful have not changed appreciably.® The
evidence for this is not merely anecdotal. In one study of 1993 electoral data, it was
found that "...a voter at the anti-French exireme was four times as likely to vote Reform
as a voter at the other end. None of the growth in the Reform share came from
francophiles...Reform...must have attracted francophobes across the board, not just
from the old Conservative bloc."'°

Barring the event of Canada's dismemberment, Reform's chances at government
depend on its ability to expand its base, an event which could strengthen the national
credibility of the party while potentially compromising its current stronghold.” This

GFlanagan. T.. Waiting for the Wave: Preston Manning and the Reform Party: Toronte; Stoddart

Company, Ltd.; 1995; p.65, 181

© "See Cardozo, A.; "Reformn is Here to Stay"™: The Canadian Forum; Vol.74 , No. 835, December 1984;
p.8

®This statement is based on my observations on the ficor of the Ottawa Assembly on October 13, 1994,

*Fora preliminary look at potential conflicts between Reform delegates on the basis of provincial origin,
see Faron Ellis; "Constituency Representation Issues in the Reform Party of Canada”; paper prepared for
presentation to the 1994 annual meeting of the Canadian Palitical Science Association, Caigary, June 1994

'®Johnston, R. et al.. "Campaign Dynamics in 1993: Liberals, Conservatives, and Reform™; paper
presented to the 1984 Annual Meeting of the Canadian Political Science Association, University of Calgary-.
June 1994: p.18-19. :

*Johnston, R., N. Nevitte, H.Brady: "Campaign Dynamics in 1993: Liberals, Conservatives, and

Reform”; paper presented to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Political Science Association, Calgary,
1984 (unpublished); p.20

|
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difficulty does not only present itself in respect to Québec. With Ontario holding more
seats in the House of Commons than all the westemn provinces combined and hence
more riding associations and delegates of the party originating from Ontario. it is clear
that the party will have to deal with issues of the very domination in its own ranks
against which it campaigned so forcefully in 1988. The expansion of the party outside its
strictly western base thus holds untold implications, not just for the party system, but for
the unity of the party as well.

The expansion of the Reform party outside its regional base necessitates that the strictly
regional message of the Reform party used in the 1988 election campaign be rejected in
order to gamer support in Central Canada. Through a detailed content analysis of
articles appearing in the party's main communications tool, their newsletter The
Reformer, it has been demonstrated that the party has tailored its message from a
regional to a national preoccupation, broadening its intended audience.”™ This strategic
re-tailoring of the Reform message has been confirmed though subsequent writings.
The need to rid the Reform message of its western cast does not necessarily indicate
which particular messages were chosen to court latent Reform support in Ontario,
however. It is unclear on which rhetorical basis Reform is courting potential voters on
the grass-roots level in Ontario.

I. PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS
This thesis will attempt to answer the following questions:

- 1.0n what basis are Ontario votérs courted by Reform?

2. What are the predictors of Reform support in Ontario?

3. What are the implications of Reform success in Ontario for the Canadian party
system?

| have identified three schools of thought which will provide an operating and theoretical
framework for the study, as well as provide a basis for informed hypotheses.

The application of post-modemist analysis to the rising politics of the new right, too often
associated with the new politics of resentment, is as yet limited enough to be readily
accessible. In his work on the rise of resentment politics in the united Germany, Hans-
Georg Betz™ draws a link between the social and economic changes brought on by

“Fora look at the content of the Reform party's message in its first years of operation, see Scholtz, C.;
“The Reform Party of Canada: The Transmission and Evolution of 2 Nationalist Message”; presented to the
New York State Political Science Association Annual Meetings: Albany, New York; April 1984

Bseein partcular Flanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave: p.69-72

Ygetz, H-G.: Postmodem Politics in Germany: The Politics of Resentment: New York: St Martin's

Press, Inc.; 1991
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fundamental social and economic restructuring and the rise of the radical right. The rise
of the radical right is seen as a backlash against the rise of left-libertarian values and
the realities of social pluralism and fragmentation in modem post-industrial societies.
Betz argues that the acceleration of economic and social modemization has left
considerable segments of the populations of advanced capitalist societies materially, or
culturally or politically marginalized.'® These nght-wing movements are interested in
discrediting or at the very least depoiiticizing those left-libertarian and pluralist values of
post-modemn societies. Sigurdson makes a convincing link between postmodemism and
the Reform Party in Canada, identifying the party as a vehicle for the disaffected.
Casting the Reform Party in its context as a response to a postmodernist condition
differentiates the party from its third party precursors. If this is indeed the case, it would
be interesting to see whether the Reform Party, unable to rely on the loaded buzz-words
of Western alienation and regional discontent in Ontario, deliberately taps into the well-
spring of marginalization and disorientation.

The second school of thought which offers important answers and directions to this
project is that of the political party systems theorists. The literature of postmodernism
and that of political party systems in Canada coincide at a very basic and functional
level. Betz expresses deep concems over the viability of integration politics in Gemany.
Betz makes a connection between the inability of the two dominant bourgeois parties in
Germany to make the most of their "enormous integrative powers" and the rise of the
radical right wing."” While the comparison between the Reform Party and the German
radical right sheuld not be pushed too far, their relationship to the breakdown of the
integrative function of political parties generally is a point worthy of pursuit. A discussion
as to whether political parties can sufficiently aggregate a variety of interests in light of
their increasing fragmentation is particularly relevant for the Reform Party, who has
attracted an economically and demographically narrow stratum of Canadians 1o its
activist ranks™®,

An examination of the integration function of political parties leads one to consider how
the Canadian party system's functions, be they manifest or latent, have changed and
how these changes have placed the Reform party in its present enviable position. Carty

*Bez, H.-G.:Postmodem Politics in Germany: The Politics of Resentment: p.15

16Sigu.n‘c!:;on. R.; "Preston Manning and the Politics of Postmodermism in Canada™; Canadian Jouma! of
Political Science: Vol, 27, No.2 (June 1994); p.245.276

"Betz, H.-G.;Postmodem Polities in Germany; The Politics of Resentment: p.90

"See Archer, K. and Eliis, F.; "Opinion Structure of Party Activists: The Reform Party of Canada™
Canadian Joumal of Political Science; Vol.27, No.2; June 1994: P-277-308. In this article, the authors
confirm that party activists are disproportionately male, middie-aged or older, and come from higher socio-
economic levels. Itis stressed, however, that most studies have shown party activists, of any stripe, to be
unrepresentative of the norm.



posits that party system change — determined by a fundamental change in the way that
system is able to fulfil both manifest and latent functions — stems from changes in the
institutional arrangements for governing within which political parties have had to
operate.” The failure of the Meech and Charlottetown Accords in 1990 and 1992
respectively would indicate that the process goveming the building of consensus is no
longer adequate for 2 majority of Canadians.

In his study of Réal Caouette’s Social Credit in Québec™, Pinard draws heavily on the
work of Smelser.? Key to both Pinard and Smelser is the dual conditions of societal
strain and structural conduciveness in the emergence of collective behaviour, to which
the rise of alternative, populist parties are included. Possible indicators of such strain,
such as economic restructuring of the manufacturing and service sectors, or a change in
the migration or demographic pattemns within Ontario, may prove to be determinants of
Reform support. Indeed, a central theme in Sigurdson's appraisal of Reform support is
the importance of "economic dislocations related to the transformation to a postindustrial
economy” which has “fuelled the flames of discontent”. 2 Elements of structural
conduciveness, such as the collapse of the Conservative and New Democratic parties,
may also correspond to pattemns of Reform support.

Il. HYPOTHESES
This preliminary scan of the literature leads one to the following hypotheses:

1. That during the 1993 election campaign the message of the Reform party in Ontario
at the riding level exploited to an appreciable degree the perceived citizen-elite
cleavage. This citizen-elite cleavage represents a vehicle the party has used to take
advantage of citizens’ marginalization and alienation from the political process.

A political party has the option of appealing to voters on various bases, prioritising some -
over others, excluding others from the terms of electoral battle. The politicization of
certain issues is indeed the recognized prerogative of political parties in a competitive
party system: "...political parties forge collective identities, instill commitments, define the
interests on behatf of which collective actions become possible, offer choices to

1'E'Cal‘ty, R.K.; "Three Canadiar; Party Systems”; in R.K. Carty (ed): Canadian Political Party Svstens: A
Reader; Toronto: Broadview Press; 1992; p.582, 583

“pinard, M.; The Rise of a Third Party: A Study in Crisis Politics; (Enlarged edition) Montréal: MeGill-

Queen's University Press; 1975
F'Smelser, N.J.; Theory of Collective Behaviour: New York: The Free Press; 1962
22Sigr.:r':.tson. R. ;"Preston Manning and the Politics of Postmodemism in Canada™, p.263

.5



individuals and deny them" * The bases on which parties attempt to enamour voters is
selected from a universe of questions present in a given political “issue space”. A party
in 2 competitive system attempts to establish itself as the most desirable and credible
option, at least for a fraction of the electorate, with regards to certain elements of this
issue space. While the diversity of issues and questions included in the realm of
political discourse is extensive, the range of issues which become pertinent and
determinant in elections is relatively circumscribed. Some elements of the issue space
are marginalized during the period of electoral battle, with the resultant effect being the
diminution of attractive bases of electoral debate. The restriction of the electoral issue
space is a reflection of the success of parties ‘o tum electoral debate around those
issues on which the parties feel confident they can gamer enough political support. itis
therefore the task of political parties to limit the breadth of salient bases of electoral
support, and to establish primacy over the most salient issues.

In 1993, the Reform party had the task to evaluate which electoral issues would endear
the party to the most voters as possible nationally without compromising party principles.
It also had to establish these issues as important issues within the campaign. The
leader and the central electoral machine of the party would conceivably be responsible
for this task. On the riding level, candidates were constrained by necessity to respect
the discursive boundaries established in Calgary, but are nonetheless free to respond to
those issues, or "bases” of electoral discussion, according to those concems most
deeply held by constituents. The most favoured messages selected by the Reform
Party to woo voters are thus chosen from a universe or a set of issues. Based on the
history of the party and the policy platforms it has chosen to present to the public, |
consider the following categories as the constituent elements of Reform's issue
universe: 1) fiscal/economic, 2) citizen marginalization/alienation, 3) regional
discontent/geographical inequity, 4) public safety/criminal reform, and 5) social
disintegration.®

It is expected that the general framework of the Reform message in Ontario will be
structured primarily around the three themes chosen by the party early in 1993 to form
their national electoral platform: tax relief through fiscal reform, safer streets and homes
through criminal reform, and more accountable politicians through parliamentary and
democratic reform.%

On a district level, the Reform message would have greater opportunity to emphasize

“Przeworski, A. and .. Sprague: Paper Stones: A History of Electoral Socialism; Chicago: University of

Chicago Press; 1986; p.9
**The categorization of issues will be further defined in Chapter IV of this thesis.

“The planks of the election platform were so outlined in the Reform publication the Mini-Reformer, .
Vol.§, No.1, January 1993.

. B 6
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the alienation and marginalization of the voter from the elites of Canadian society.
District-level campaign would conceivably afford candidates greater opportunities to
exploit particular messages which are not necessarily emphasized by the national
campaign literature. The issue categories of citizen marginalizatior/alienation and social
disintegration are ftwo such messages. There are indications that the strain of
alienation, or feeling "left out” of the democratic process was a particular concemn of
those Reform activists who organized the first riding associations in the province.™®
While the theme of alienation is expected to loom large, it is not expected that it will be
cast in regional terms. Firstly, the penetration of the party in Ontario coincided with the
strategic decisions of the party to extend itself past any particular regional designation,
and cast itself as a national party with national interests. The party, from 1990 onwards,
shifted its rhetoric of "exclusion” from a regional, core versus periphery, argument to the
"exclusion” of the average citizen from the democratic process seemingly govemed by
unrepresentative parties captured by "special interests”.* This is not to say that
regional disparities are not a concemn of Ontario voters; rather, that these regional
questions have largely been contained in the sphere of provincial politics, with little spill
over to the discourse of federal politics. It is expected that this would be refiected in the
local appeal of the Reform Party.

This first hypothesis calls upon one to demonstrate the basis on which Reform courted
Ontario voters in the federal electoral campaign of 1993. The courting of the potential
Reform voter, as alluded to earlier, conceivably occurs on two main levels: 1) the
national campaign content and direction as determined by the leader and the party's
central electoral "machine”, and 2) the local-level, constituency tailored message of the
Reform candidate. While the national campaign message indicates a certain estimation
by party officials of the strengths of the party and certainly an evaluation of its support
base, the national campaign content is by necessity a homogeneous one. Local-level
message manipulation can be instructive of Reform candidates' evaluations of which
issues or factors have particular resonance in their particular areas. Further, local

partisan activity might prove more informative of perceived Reform support at the riding
level.

In order to determine the basis on which Reform voters were courted at the riding level,
a questionnaire, appended to this thesis, was developed and distributed to Ontario's
Reform candidates in the 1993 federal elections. The main body of the survey attempts
tc determine, from the candidate’s perspective, those issues which dominated the local
campaign and which strategies were employed by the Reform organization t¢ maximize
their success in the riding. This includes which messages the candidates prioritized in
his/her bid for electoral office. This technique also allows one to explore, via the
opinions and perspectives of the candidates, the relative importance of certain factors—

mManning. E.P.; The New Canada; Toronto: Macmillan; 1992; p. 266
ﬂSigurdson. R.; "Preston Manning and the Politics of Postmodemism in Canada™; p.261
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discursive, political, or socio-economic— on the ridings’ electoral decisions.

2. That a hierarchy of predictors of Reform support in Ontario can be established,
where political predictors are more significant than socio-economic predictors.

The decision to prioritize political predictors over socio-economic predictors is based on
a number of sources. Firstly, Pinard found that while a number of social and economic
factors provided the requisite strain, the structural conduciveness of Québec's federal
party system was paramount. In Québec's case, the dominance of the federal Liberals
and the corresponding wezkness of the Conservatives allowed for the eventual rise of
the Créditistes. Pinard does explore the impact of economic sirains, concluding that
conditions of relative deprivation and unrezlistic expectations play a key role in the rise
of third parties; however, economic strains were secondary to the peculiarities of the
province's party system.

The greater importance of political predictors in the rise of third parties can be
established by taking a step back to Neil Smelser's original arguments. Smelser, of
course, was interested in outlining a theory as to how collective behaviour— in whatever
form--manifested itself. Electoral choice constitutes a form of collective behaviour, since
patterns of vote choice reflect a society’s general approval or more likely disapproval®® of
its political leadership. Although Smelser's arguments pertain to how uninstitutionalised
collective action arises, his arguments have merit when considering how collective
behaviour is incorporated within the political sphere. In order to effect change in the
political system, the strains induced by postrodernism, as they have been identified
here, need to be channelled into the structures of representation the political system
has recognized as legitimate.”® These structures are divided into what Smelser terrms
structures of interest articulation—-pressure groups, status groups— and interest
aggregation—legislatures, bureaucracies, political coalitions. ® Political parties are
interesting mechanisms in that they serve both aggregation and articulation functions,
although while in opposition, the articulation function is paramount—while in government,
the aggregation function is the more important of the two. The articulation function is

“*Studies show that Canadian voters are more fikely to punish incumbents for unfavourable conditions,
rather than bestow electoral rewards for more favourable outcomes. As such election results are more
instructive on the reasons for one party’s loss rather than another party’s gain. Seeinteralia Archer, K. and
M. Johnson; "Inflation , Unemployment and Canadian Federal Voting Behaviour”; Canadian Joumnal of
Paolitical Science, XXI:3 (September 1988}); pp.569-584: Clarke, H.D. et al; Absent Mandate: The Palitics of
Discontent in Canada; Toronto: Gage Publishing Ltd.; 1984 and Clarke, H.D. and A. Komberg; “Support for
the Canadian Federal Progressive Conservative Party since 1988: The Impact of Economic Evaiuations and

Economic Issues”; Canadian Joumnal of Political Science; XXii:2 (June 1989); pp.29-53.

The reader is reminded that while Smelser does not refer to postmodernism in his work, his arguments
have been incorporated within a postmodem rationale for the uses of this thesis.

*Smelser, N..Theory of Collective Behaviour: p.278-280
3



particularly acute for opposition parties when they are distant from the centre of the
ideological spectrum, since it is the ideological margins which tend to escape the
breadth of a government's brokerage ability. The discontented of the right tend to
perceive that the structures of interest articulation (pressure groups, status groups) have
been largely monopolized by the left-libertarian "special interests”. Structures of interest
aggregation were in the case of legislatures controlled through political parties and the
electoral system; and in the case of the federal bureaucracy, it was in the service of the
government and other established interests and therefore incompatible with their
interests:

One reason for a new national party, according to Manning, is that "special
interest” groups have infiltrated the bureaucracy and have managed to get
the established parties to bend to their wishes. Manning's antibureaucracy
rhetoric feeds off the perception that the state is expanding enormously in
accordarnce with the new demands placed upon it by essentially pro-
bureaucracy interest groups representing small, self-interested
minorities.*

Therefore, at least before the 1992 Charlottetown Referendum, the lack of alterative
channels for expressing dissatisfaction made the vehicle of the political party seem the
only viable channel available. In other words, since the sociceconomic basis of right
wing discontent is potentially wide, therefore fragmented, the structural conduciveness
of the vehicle for that dissatisfaction (the political party and the party system) is the
stronger determinant of the movement's success.

The prioritization of political predictors over their economic counterparts is also due to
the curious relationship between economics and voting choice in the 1993 election.
Although the rhetoric of the electoral campaign was replete with economic concemns, be
they debt or deficit, unemployment or continental economic integration, the link between
economics and voting choice is not so easily discerned. Przeworski and Sprague write
that "the relation between economic conditions and political behaviour is indirect...partly
because economic conditions acquire social meaning only in social interactions™.* For
the same reason class politics has never taken hold in Canada--class was not imbued
with political salience or "social meaning”". What is curious in the 1993 election is the
evidence that despite the attention paid by the political combatants to economic
conditions, "no economic item appears to have [had] a discriminating impact on vote
intentions across Canada".® Turcotte expands on this finding of the 1993 electoral data:

31Sigurv:.lsx.m. R.; "Preston Manning and the Politics of Postmodemism in Canada”; p.261
FPrzeworski, A. and Sprague, J.; Paper Stones: A History of Electoral Sociafism: p.181
33Gingtas. F.-P. et al; "Setling the Record Straight About the 1993 Federal Election™;1994; p.15
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This is not to say that there is no link between economic evaluations and
vote choice...However, the link between primary issue concemns and voting
intentions, although significant, remained weak throughout the
period...Hence, this study leads to a cautious rejection of the economic
voting hypothesis.*

This might suggest that while the credibility of a political party was evaluated according
to its ability to occupy an economic issue, voters did not vote for the party of their choice
because of econornics, despite the inordinate attention paid to economic issues by
politicians on the campaign trail; other considerations brought the voters home.

2a. Among the political predictors, the strength of the No vote on a nding basis for
the Charlottetown Accord is the strongest predictor, followed b y the configuration of
previous party support in the riding.

1) Referendum on the Charlottetown Accord 1992

Several authors have remarked on the importance of the citizen-lite cleavage which
manifested itself in the months preceding and during the Charlottetown referendum
campaign. The event was heralded as a fundarmental vote against Canada's ruling
political elite, the No verdict an irevocable act of electoral defiance.® The feeling
amongst Reformers is described as the following:

Many Reformers believe that the process of public consultation they
witnessed during the lead up to the Charlottetown Accord did not
adequately solicit public opinion. Rather, the process simply expanded the
role of elites within the old process of special interest accommodation.

Given the significance of the Charlottetown referendum in the political crystallization of
marginalization described conceming the first hypothesis, and the importance of
marginalization and anti-establishment sentiment in the Reform movement,¥ vote

“Turcotte. A.; "Economic Voting in the 1993 Canadian Federal Election”; paper presented to the annual
meetings of the Canadian Political Science Association; University of Calgary, Calgary, June 1994: p.27, 28.
The period under study is February to October 1993.

Fgee Nesbit-Larking, P.; "Pattems of Protest in the 1892 Referendum and the 1993 Federal Election™
paper presented at the annual meeting of the Canadian Political Seience Association, Calgary, Alberta; June
1884; p.3 .

®enis, F.; "Constituency Representation Issues in the Reform Party of Canada™; p.7

FFor another look at anti-elitism and its link with the Reform Party, see Laycock, D.; "Reforming

Canadian Democracy? Institutions and Ideciogy in the Reform Party Project; Canadian Joumal of Politicai
Science; Vol.27, Vol.2 (June 1994); p.213-247
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results in October 1892 could be considered a barometer for Reform vote shares in
Ontario one year later. | hypothesize that there will be a strong positive correlation
between the two. The ill-fated Charlottetown Accord illustrated how widespread and
how considerable the opposition between citizens and efites had become in Canadian
political discourse. The referendum also represented the major alternative channel on
the national level, aside from the standard electoral process, to register their discontent
of politics and politicians. Another significant event for the course of Reform's fortunes
was the participation of the NDP in the "elites’ " endorsement of the Accord. Whatever
legitimate reasons led the NDP to lend its support to the Accord, in doing so the party
effectively vacated the political high ground as the alternative to the "old-line” parties.
This, combined with the criticized tenures of provincial NDP govemments, neutralized
the NDP from responding credibly to Reform's claims that only Reform was the
“outsider” capable of representing the disenchanted in Ottawa. Said Rick Anderson, the
Reform party’s 1993 Campaign Director, "...We are saying that if you are satisfied with
what you have then vote for any of the other parties but if you want change and a new
vision then we are that altemative”.*® Preston Manning echoes this sentiment further:

The old parties will present you with predictable policies and promises not
significantly different from what they have offered before. .. "They are ali
reformers now", but we intend to show you the difference between real
Reformers and bumed-out reformers (like the NDP), reluctant reformers
(like the Conservatives), and phony reformers (like the Liberals...)...This
election should be about reform...-substantive alternatives to the way
Canada has been run in the past-not the fluff and empty promises that
characterize old-style traditional politics.®

Pinard's work is useful here as well, as he concludes that when established parties are
"driven into a coalition by a crisis, it creates conditions of conduciveness for the
subsequent rise of third parties".*® The Reform party was able to benefit from the anti-
coalition feeling as it developed and gained potency.

ii) Federal Party Competition
A key element in the rise of third parties, as shown by Pinard, are certain peculiarities of

the party system. Pinard showed that the most decisive factor in the rise of the Social
Credit in Québec were pattemns of party dominance and weakness. He identified a

”thson. J., "Reformers Counting on Voter Frustration with Elites™ The Hill Times; September 16, 1993

% as written "Let the People Speak”, speaking notes by Preston Manning to Reform Meetings/News
Conferences during the opening week of the 1993 federal election campaign.; September 8, 1983;
(Provided by Prof. Tom Flanagan, University of Caigary).

“Pinard, M.; The Rise of a Third Party: A Study in Crisis Politics: p.64
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pattemn of one-party dominance in a two-party system to be particularly conducive to the
rise of third-party protest. Pinard also includes within his model that two-party-plus
systems are also conducive to the rise of third parties if the new party represents a
rejection of all other parties. Unlike Québec, Ontario has maintained pattemn of three-
way party competition during the present stage of development of the federal party
system®. For example, during the 1988 election the Conservatives remained a
competitive force, while the Liberals managed to hold a plurality in the province.? Also,
the New Democrats maintained a stable presence in Ontario, winning around one vote
in five, making their representation in Ontario on par with its national vote share.
According to Pinard, this pattern of party competition at the federal level would be
conducive to the appearance of third parties if the new party rejected alt other
alternatives. The dynamics in 1993 seem to have changed past pattemns of partisan
competition. The implosion of the federal Conservatives and the New Democrats, when
one looks at their representation in the House of Commons, is nothing short of
spectacular; the effect is less shocking when considering their respective vote shares:

Table 1.1 Vote Results for Federal Political Parties, 1988
and 1983 Federal Elections for Ontario and Canada

% of valid votes number of seats
L PC ND | RP BQ L PC ND | RP BQ
ONTARIO 1988 . 389 13821201 | nc* | ne 43 46 10 ne ne

1993 529 | 176 | 6.0 20.1 | n/c 98 0 0 1 n/c

CANADA 1988 319 | 430 ) 204 | 2.1 ne |83 169 | 43 0** | nc
b4

1993 413 | 160 | 69 187 | 135 | 177

[

7

*n/c indicates no candidate

**While the Reform Party did not elect a Member of Parliament in the 1988 election, the by-election later that year in
the Alberta riding of Beaver River retumed Reformer Deborah Grey to the House of Commons. In 1990, Reformer
Stan Waters was appointed by the Prime Minister to the Senate afier Albertans elected Mr, Waters in a provincial
bailot,

SOURCE:  Eleetions Canada, Thirro-Fifth General Election 1993 Official Vori;

esults: Synopsis; Onawa: Chicf

Y5ee Carty, R.K.; Canadian Politica! Pa ms. A Reader ; Toronto: Broadview Press; 1992. In
this volume, R K. Carty presents the thesis that Canada has seen the emergence of three particular federal
party systems, each of which is examined according to its respective political environment, structure and
organization of the parties, leadership, financing, and the critical interplay between parties and the media.
According to Carty, Canada is presently involved in its third distinct party system,

2 johnston, R., A. Blais, H.E. Brady, J. Créte; Letting the People Decide: Dynamics of a Canadian
Eiection; Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press; 1992; p.61

“ibid.; p.62



Electoral Officer of Canada: 1993 and Elections Canada. Thirtv-Fourth General Election 1988 Report of the Chicf
Elecroral Officer: Appendices Revised); Onawa: Chicf Electoral Officer of Carada: 1938,

Table 1.2 Vote Results for Federal
Political Parties, 1988 and 1993 Federal
Elections for Ontario and Canada (by %

of voter participation and % of eligible

voters)
2% of voter %% of eligible voters
scination
pameRae® 14 lpc |{np | re | BO
ONTARIO 1988 74.6 288 | 283 49 | re | ne
1993 67.7 355 J 118 [ 40 | 13.5 | nke
CANADA 1988 73.3 238 | 321115216 |ne
1993 69.9 284 1 110 | 4.7 129 | 9.3
*n/c indicates no candidate
SQURCE: Elections Canada. Thirty-Fifth General Election 1993 ial Voting R : Synopsis:
Ottawa: Chief Electoral Officer of Canada; 1993 and Elections Canada. Thirty-Fourth General Election

1988; R f the Chief El / r- Appendit Revised), Ottawa: Chief Electoral Officer of
Canada; 1988, Also, the percentage of eligible voters was calculated by dividing the number of valid
votes cast by the number of electors on the voting list,

Obviously, the peculiarities of Canada's electoral system are at play, incommensurately
rewarding the Liberals and the Reform Party, while devastating the Conservatives.*
With approximately the same vote share, the Reform Party rose to 52 seats, the
Conservatives lest all but two. The seat tally makes it extremely difficult for the
Conservatives to maintain or even increase their vote share, since their removal from
the House renders them virtually invisible to the Canadian voting public. The Reform
Party, of course, now has the base and resources to reinforce their electoral victory,
and to form the political agenda in their electoral interest. Their position is
advantageous as well because while the Bloc Québécois holds the title of Official

Opposition, the Reform Party assumes the de facto mantle and hence visibility of the
office in English Canada.

Given these results, the level of federal party competition in Ontario may have been
overstated, with disaffected voters "parking” their vote with their previous choice, only to
vote Liberal and Reform in 1993. There may be some congruence between the degree
of weakness of the Conservative and New Democratic parties and the tendency for the
Reform party to place second or third in electoral standings. Although Ontario elected

*‘see Caims, A.; "The Electoral System and the Party System in Canada, 1921-1965"; Canadian
Joumal of Political Science; Vol.1 No.1 (March 1968) for the classic discussion of how the electoral system
rewards and distorts veting results,



only one Reformer, the Reform party placed second in 57 of Ontario's 99
constituencies,*® and it stood second in terms of percentage of valid votes cast.

) Provincial Party Competition

It is likely that provincial electoral dynamics will produce predictors of Reform success.
Pinard concludes that 1)voters move towards third parties in a two-step process,
exhausting traditional party alternatives before putting faith in the newcomer,*® and 2)
that those who switched allegiances at the provincia! level were liable to opt for a new
party at the federal level. These two conclusions are based on the cbservation that “the
individua!l mechanism through which political change is conducive to further politicai
change” is a previous switch of partisan allegiances. "Once a political attachment has
been broken, a readiness to further breaks is developed”.*” In keeping with these
conclusions, possible predictors of Reform support lie in the dynamics of provincial
party competition in Ontario. One clue to Reform support in Ontario would be the
volatility of voters in the 1990 provincial election. For instance, in the three provincial
elections preceding 1990, marginal candidates managed to poll between 1% and 2% of
the popular vote. However, during the 1990 campaign period, survey data show that
while the marginal vote intention began at its usual leve!, it had increased o
approximately 7% by election day. Voting results show that marginal candidates closed
at 6.6% in the 1990 election. In three ridings, marginal parties polled over 20% of the
popular vote; in two of these ridings, the marginal candidates represented the
Confederation of Regions Party. *®

While Canadian voters are notoriously fickle in their partisan allegiances,*® Reform
support may have been predicated by a more than average amount of vote change in
previous provincial elections. With the election of the Ontario Liberals in 1985, the

‘5Patten. S.. " A Political Economy of Reform: Understanding Middle Class Support for Manning's Right-
libertarian Populism™; paper prepared for presentation to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Political
Science Association, Calgary, Alberta, June 12-14, 1994; p.1

“Pinard, M.; The Rise of a Third Party: A Study in Crisis Politics; p.26
Mbid.; p.76

*8Statistical information used here regarding Ontario's recent elections found in Gingras, F.-P.; "The
1980 Ontario Election; Testing Four Hypotheses About a Three-Party System™ paper presented to the
annual meetings of the Canadian Political Science Association, Kingston, June 1991,

“9For a review of the literature on Canadian voting studies, including an overview of Canadian's partisan
- loyatties, see Gidengil, E.; "Canada Votes: A Quarter Century of Canadian National Election Studies™;
::‘\ Canadian Joumal of Political Science; Vol.25 No.2 (June 1992); p.219-248
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further collapse of the Conservatives in 1987%, and finally the unforseen election of the
New Democrats in 1990, Ontario has undergone more elecioral upheaval in the last nine
years than in the previous fifty. In testing four hypotheses, Gingras concluded that
"since 1985, Ontario has been undergoing a significant realignment of long-term
electoral forces within a three-party system".*' Combined with the voter volatility
indicated by support for marginal candidates provincially i 1990, patterns of Reform
support may be evident. There is also some preliminary evidence which shows that
Preston Manning sought to increase support in Ontario by encouraging voters to “break
with tradition” and abandon previous voting affiliations.>?

The verification of the hypotheses concerning the federal and provincial voting pattems,
as well as the effect of the constitutional referendum on Reform strength in the province
utilize aggregate electoral data provided by Elections Canada and Elections Ontario.
Electoral data from the elections of 1984, 1988, and 1993 are analysed in order to
understand the effect of past federal partisan competition on the electoral outcomes
gamered by Reform at the party’s first opportunity at Ontario’s polls. The analysis of
how Ontario’s provincial politics since 1985 also proceeds with the use of electoral data
gathered and published by Elections Ontario. The difficulty with comparing provincial
patterns of partisan support with federal electoral outcomes, however, lies in the non-
comparability of provincial and federal electoral boundaries. In order to avoid this
difficulty, electoral results are re-configured to ensure that federal and provincial results
are analysed according to the same geographic area. This difficulty does not arise
when considering the electoral data of the constitutional referendum, since the
referendum was administered by Elections Canada according to federal electoral
boundaries. The analysis of the referendum thus proceeds in the same spirit as the

consideration of federal party competition and its effect on Reform support in Ontario’s
federal ridings.

Socio-economic predictors

2b. That sector-level economic predictors, such as the overall economic stability or
instability of the region, are significant in deterrining the strength of Reform support

The hypothesis above is based on the economic analysis presented by the postmoderns
and the lack of relevance economic indicators have had on the outcome of voter choice

S The provincial Conservatives polled 25% of the popular vote in the 1987 election, in comparison to
37%in 1985, Conservative losses in 1987 were picked up almost exclusively by the Liberals.

51Gingras, F.-P.; "The 1990 Ontario Eiection: Testing Four Hypotheses About a Three-Party System*;
p.5

*2archer, K. and Ellis, F.; "Reform: Electoral Breakthrough® in Alan Frizzell, Jon H. Pammett and

Anthony Westell {eds); The Canadian General Election of 1993; Ottawa: Carleton University Press; 1994;
p.69
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in 1993, which was alluded to earlier. The core of Reform's activist support has typically
been drawn from narrow ranks. "Historically, activists have disproportionately come
from high socio-economic status groups , with higher than average levels of income and
education, from relatively prestigious occupational groups, and were likely to be middie
aged and male".* Survey data during the 1993 electoral campaign confirm this
demographic for those intending to vote Reform.> However, it is reasonable to postulae
that Reform has managed to build in Ontario a wider electoral base that the narrow
profile of its activist core would suggest.

Firstly, it appears that the Reform leadership had chosen to pursue a campaign strategy,
particularly after expansion, capitalizing on the growing "citizen-elite” cleavage. The
party has situated itself as the partisan first choice of the "common people”, the
champion of those who feel disconnected from politics. Betz indicates that "...growing
dissatisfaction with traditional politics and [its] growing distance from the citizenry” leads
to a political reactiorn: featuring "dealignment and realignment, unpredictability, freedom,
delegitimization and distrust”.® Apparently, Reform did "tap a purely anti-political
impuise” in the last elections.® The political party which successfully taps this
disenchantment has the potential to build a coalition based on insecurity among different
SOCIO-eConomIC groups:

These right-wing sentiments are especially pronounced among unskilled or
semi-skilled workers, those living on small pensions, skilled workers, small
self-employed persons, and farmers fearful of economic and social
downward mobility, lower level employees and civil servants without
promotional opportunities, and particularly among unqualified youth. This
list suggests a much greater diversity among right-wing supporiers than is
the case with left-libertarianism.¥

The potential for Reform to build a broader electoral base in keeping with Betz's
postmodem analysis is reinforced by some pattems of electoral support explored by

*Ellis, F.. “Constituency Representation Issues in the Reform Party of Canada"™ paper prepared for
presentation to the 1954 annual meeting of the Canadian Political Science Association: Calgary, Alberta,
June 1994; p.11

5"Gingras. F.P. et ai; "Setting the Record Straight About the 1993 Federai Elzciion™ p.14

"’SBetz. H.-G.; Postmodem Politics in Germany: The Politics of Resentment; p.160

| 55.Jc:hnston. R.. N. Nevitte, and H. Brady; "Campaign Dynamics in 1993: Liberals, Conservative, and
Reform”; paper presented to the Annual meeting of the Canadian Poliical Science Assaciation, University of
Caigary, June 1994; p.14 ’

YBetz, H.G.: p.164. The groups mentioned in this paragraph are those attracted to the right wing in the
German case. :
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Pinard. Pinard argued that third parties can draw support from sectors of society not
usually thought to be ideolegically "suited" to the movement. Pinard writes that:

"...as far as the unincorporated masses are concermned, the support of a
new movement does not entail much congruence between the movement's
and its followers' ideology or belief system...but simply requires the
development of a generalized belief which identifies the sources of strains
in the system and envisages an overall cure...the lower classes when
faced with an acute crisis, are likely to follow the first available political
movement”.%®

It seems that Reform could have built a coalition across class lines: evidence does
show, however, that ethnicity—if this is the basic determinant of in-group and out-group
status— remains a unifying aspect of Reform support. On the whole, the most important
aspect of Reform support nationally (outside of Québec) in the 1993 election, and the
basis along which Conservative and Reform support remained divided, is a negative
attitudes towards out-groups.® There is reason to expect that ethnicity, including
language, is the most significant socia!l predictor of Reform support in Ontario. Itis
potentially the most important social determinant distinguishing Reform and Liberal
supp%gt in the province, considering it is the issue which polarizes the two rivals the
most.

One theme which has arisen time and time again is the importance of discontent and
uncertainty in the rise of Reform. Sigurdson identifies the root of this uncertainty in the
somewhat ephemeral transition from an industrial to a postindustrial economy:

For those who feel left out—either economically, culturally or politically--
from the postindustrial economy or the postmaterialist ethos, right-wing
parties are an attractive alternative...the transition to a postindustrial
economy has led to a climate of uncertainty, weakened the national
govemment, impaired primary and secondary industries and thereby
threatened the viability of many established jobs and the credibility of
political parties that are responsible for the economic policies that,
presumably, got us into this mess.®'

The difficult in testing whether economic stability or instability at the sectoral level has

**Pinard, M.; The Rise of a Third Party: p. 96-97

*Johnston, R. et al; "Campaign Dynamics in 1993; Liberals, Conservatives, and Reform™ 1994; p.14
ibici.; p.19

®'Sigurdson, R.; *Preston Manning and the Politics of Postmodemism in Canada™ p.261, 263
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any effect on Reform voting is how to operationalize what is meant by such stability or
instability. This thesis will consider as the basic measure of sector-level economic
stability the aggregate measure of those employed in the industry over the most recent
period of time observable, which is dependent on the data available. Fortunately,
sector-level employment data, including other dermographic data on other population
characteristics such as language, immigration, and income, are available through
Statistics Canada. Fortunately, this data is available through the census survey, and
have been organized according to the federal electoral district of the respondent. Given
the availability of aggregate-level data which is organized by district, a regional analysis
of these variable is made possible, and leads to an understanding of how regional-leve!
variables affect Reform differently across the province.

Il. CONCLUSION

The aim of this thesis is not only to focus on the particularities of the Reform Party and
its adherents, but to explore the implications of its present success and future potential
for the Canadian political party system. This type of task is at once theoretical and
speculative. It is theoretical because if the hypothesis linking marginalization, alienation,
and fragmentation to a politically salient cleavage represented by the Reform Party is
confirmed, the ability of political parties to function as aggregators of diverse interests is
questionable. This entails an examination of Canada’s structure of partisan competition,
as was alluded to at the outset of this proposal. It is also speculative, since Reformis a
new partisan phenomenon. It has made remarkable electoral gains. but as yet remains
untested in government and unimpressive in opposition.

Each school of thought expiored here has its own contribution to make to this
discussion, and severai themes reoccur. One theme which draws together the party
systems and the postmodemist schools is the theme of fragmentation and its impact on
how political parties interact not only with the electorate, but with their competitors as
well. if one accepts that the post-industrial era has brought with it a fragmentation of the
body politic or what Sigurdson terms "...the advancement of an eclectic and amorphous
pluralism™®, one must wonder whether the vehicle of the political party can hope to
aggregate enough of these interests in order to govern effectively, or even to articulate
coherently a coalition of these interests in opposition. The dilemma for representation
and party system is that the task of representation has been fragmented, weakening the
party's claim to be the primary intermediary between society and state. The
representation of electoral interests organized through a geographically-based, single-
member constituency system presided over by parties has not been able to successfuily
compete with functional representation, whose structures of communications—interest
groups or otherwise—have proven far more effective. Or in other words, the
representative functions of the political party are distorted by institutional and
environmental factors which do not constrain their competitors. "Thus representative

SSigurdson, R.; “Preston Manning and the Poliics of Postmodemism in Canada™ p.275
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government gives way to functional representation, and politics goes underground™.%
The concem for democratic government becomes acute when segments of society feel
alienated from the party system and are not represented by altemative mechanisms.

If the question of representation is posed with some trepidation to "the dominant catch-
all parties of the centre-left and centre-right"®, as does Sigurdson in the Canadian
context and Betz in the German, it must also be confronted by the Reform Party. Can
parties effectively act as brokers of competing interests especially when these interests
become increasingly fragmented? The rise of the Reform Party is arguably the result of
the weaknesses of brokerage politics, and the party’'s emergence "...has laid bare the
myth that the old-line parties are truly national organizations capabie of accommodating
all interests”.%®> While the Reform Party may have been bom out of this fragmentation, it
is not immune to its vices. The party now vaunts itself as a national organization, aiming
to convince Canadian voters that the party can better represent their interests than their
competitors, and in doing so the party encounters the same essential difficulty. If
Reform support is indeed unified on the basis of real or perceived marginalization, it is a
tenuous foundation at best. Reform's distinction as a catch-all party of the alienated
might prove as fallible as the catch-all bourgeois parties which have dominated
Canada's political history.

The importance of testing whether the Reform Party has chosen to court Ontario voters
on the basis of this marginalization is very much tied into how political identities are
formed. Sigurdson writes that the importance of Reform lies not in its odds for forming
the government, but in the cultural meaning it brings to the electoral process. Elections
are the periodic mechanisms through which political identities are formed, where
divisions within society are imbued with political significance or relegated away. Political
identities and hence electoral behaviour have been formed over time in this manner,
with certain social divisions elevated to political cleavages. What elevates political
cleavages is their politicization, mobilisation, and organization. In other words, *...social
distinctions become cleavages when they are organised as such”.%® Without concluding
that the much touted "citizen-elite cleavage” has taken its place among Canada’s time-
wom ethno-linguistic or regional cleavages, it can be said that the Reform Party's
manipulation of the citizen-elite discourse has challenged the hegemony of these more
familiar Canadian fault lines. If political identities are indeed malleable, and the
conditions now exist in Canada where previous bases of political identity no longer are

Spross, P.A. "Space, Function, and Interest The Problem of Legitimacy in the Canadian State”, in
ivedi, O.P. (ed): The Administrative State in Canada: Tororto: University of Toronto Press; 1982 p.108

ibiq.
% Sigurdson, R.; "Preston Manning and the Politics of Postmodermism in Canada™ p.276.

®Bartolini, S. and P. Mair: Id
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sufficient to contain electoral volatility,” the Reform phenomenon might well prove truly

significant. How well Reform can ride the post-Meech wave of citizen-elite antipathy is
thus worthy of our attention.

“See Bartolini, S. and P. Mair; identity, Competition, and Electoral Availability: The Stabilisation of
European Electorates 1885-1985;

p.212
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Chapter 2: Political Predictors

: g he previous chapter outlined a series of hypotheses conceming how political
o factors impacted on the Reform Party’s electoral resutts in Ontario in 1993,
X Briefly, the hypotheses were, firstly, that political factors, particularly the
competition between political parties, will provide the most pertinent information on
the rise of Reform in Ontario, a hypothesis in keeping with Pinard's work on third
parties and Smelser's more general work on collective behaviour. Secondly, that the
particular context of Canadian politics in the 1980s has been one of citizen-elite
alienation and marginalization and hence that the success of Reform in Ontario can
best be predicted by the pattern of the No vote in the October 1992 constitutional
referendum. Thirdly, that pattemns of federal party competition would be foliowed in
degree of importance by pattems of provincial party competition. In the arena of
provincial electoral combat, it is hypothesized that voter volatility in Ontario since
1985 would correlate positively with Reform support among electors in 1993.

The following chapter will examine in detail how the political factors outlined above
impacted on the Reform Party’s support in Ontario. The data on which the ‘
observations are based and conclusions drawn are exclusively aggregate. While the
weaknesses of bivariate regression analysis using aggregate data as a way to
predict individual voting behaviour is recognized,’ one should consider Eagles and
his colleagues when they write that “...we are more interested in exploring the
determinants of constituency-level results than in accounting for the behaviour of
individual voters®.2 While individual data, usually survey dats, is undeniably valuable
in fine-tuning political observations, the data at my disposal tend to measure reported
information, such as vote intention, rather than the actual political decisions made by
an electorate. As well, survey data is rarely organized on the basis of the
constituency, causing difficulties in the direct comparison of data.

l. THE 1992 CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM

One of the lasting legacies of the Charlottetown constitutional reform proposals is of
course its final electoral outcome. Whatever the complex reasons that might lie
behind its rejection at the polis on October 26, 1992, the failure of the Accord is
looked upon as an overwhelming rejection of the process which created it and the
people who delivered it. This has become, a short three years later, the main
message distilled from the referendum experience. The details and specifics of the
Accord languish from memory. The Canadian public saw fit to reject a constitutional
deal whose hallmark trait was political compromise, brokered between political
parties, both government and opposition, entrenched interests and new constitutional

'Hanushek, EA., J.E. Jackson, and J.F. Kain; "Model Specification, the Use of Aggregate Data,
and the Ecological Corelation Fallacy™; Political Methodology, Vol.1, No.1 (Winter); 1974; p.8g-107

2Eagl&s. M., et al; “Ecological Models of Party Support: Pan-Canadian, Regional, and Local

Pattems in the 1888 and 1993 General Elections; paper presented to the Canadian Political Science
Association, Université du Québec 4 Montréal, Montréal, Québec, June 4-6, 1995: p.4
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players alike. in his analysis of the demise of the Charlottetown Accord, Lusztig
writes that ", the degree of compromise necessary to forge a constitutional
agreement at the elite level among different societal groups alienates too many mass
supporters of each group....Indeed. critical to the failure of the Charlottetown Accord
was that while constitutional elites were prepared to compromise, mass proponents
of the competing [mega constitutional orientations] were not.™ The public at once
decried the process on the basis of their own perceived exclusion, and paradoxically
perhaps, on the basis of other groups'-Canada’s aboriginal peoples, women,
francophones—participation. The exclusion felt by the public in the constitutional
process was, as LeDuc and Pammett indicate, was visited upon the constitutional
players themselves during the referendum campaign; they also indicate that this
referendum dynamic is not specific to Canadian referendum woes:

The story of the campaign was in many ways the marginalization of the
mainstream politicians from the battle. Darcy and Laver describe a
certain kind of referendum dynamic whereby initially supportive elites
are pushed in to the background by intense community conflict and
hostile campaigns waged against the propaosition....the dynamic of the
1992 Canadian referendum campaign was very similar.*

The referendum marked a fundamental rupture between Canada's public and her
"elites”, ill-defined and vague that they were. "From now on, Canada’s governing
elite will be on permanent trial”, claimed the media.®

The Reform party, by aligning itself against these elites and more importantly
perhaps its electoral competitors, was able to make use of this anti-establishment
ethos to its advantage. While the party, apparently more at the behest of its leader
than its membership®, pursued a knowiedge-based campaign against the Accord, it
did not overlook the citizen-elite cleavage. "Calling the accord 'no final constitutional
agreement at all,' Reform argued that a resounding NO vote would demonstrate to
the political and special interest elites that Canadians would no longer tolerate
const.tutional debates dominating the public agenda at the expense of economic and
fiscal matters™.”

3Li:siﬁg. M.; "Constitutional Paralysis: Why Canadian Constitutional Initiatives are Doomed 1o

Fail"; Canadian Joumal of Political Science; Vol, 27:4 (December 1994): p.749, 764

“LeDuc, L., and Pammett, J.H.; *Referendum Voting: Attitudes and Behaviour in the 1992
Constitutional Referendum”; Canadian Joumal of Political Science; Vol.281 (March 1995); pp.3-33. The
authors cite Richard Darcy and Michael Laver, “Referendum Dynarnics and the Irish Divorce

Amendment”; Public Opinion Quarterly 54 (1990), 1-20.

sGwyn. R.; “The voice of protest is all too clear: it's a growl"; The Teronto Star: October 9, 1993,
A1A8. .

SFlanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave; p.104
"Archer, K. and Eliis, F.;"Reform: Electoral Breakthrough® in A. Frizzell, J.H. Pammett and A

- Westell, eds.; The Canadian General Clection of 1993; Ottawa: Carleton University Press; 1994; p.62
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The impact of the Reform party's stance on the Charlottetown Accord could be
diminished by a few factors. First of all, the campaign of the party itself was
apparently not well organized®. The difficulties facing the party organizationally were
compounded by Preston Manning's use of the slogan the "Mulroney Deal”, bringing
upon himseif charges by his critics as engaging in the same personality-based, mud-
slinging political manoeuvring he disdained in his competitors. Reform support in
polls showed a steady decrease nationally after the referendum vote.® Despite the
lull in Reform fortunes directly after the referendum campaign, the utility of the
linkage betwesn Reform's constitutional positioning in 1992 and its level of electoral
support in 1993 holds because:

...the referendum results expressed a political configuration that the
Reform Party should have been able to build upon... [since] the
tendency to vote No was strongly and inversely related to the warmth of
one's feeling about politiciars. '

While Reform was unable to take full advantage of this discontent during the
referendum campaign, in the more important arena of partisan combat--the general
election of 1993—Reform may have been better abie to capitalize on this linkage. The
evidence of Reform's use of the citizen-elite cleavage in the 1993 election will be
explored in a further chapter of this thesis. Study has shown that there is a link
between the tendency of voters to vote No in 1992 and to vote for the Reform party
in 1993; this will be explored next.

FINDINGS
Reform, the Referendum, and Ontario

Study has shown that on a national level the tendency to vote NO in the 1992
referendum correlated fairly strongly to the tendency for electors to cast their vote for
the Reform Party one year later. For all 220 ridings in English Canada, Nesbit-
Larking found a correlation coefficient (Pearson's r) of .61 between these two
variables.™

The utility of this measurement can be misleading, however, since it does not
indicate to what degree the movement of one variable impacted directly on the

®Flanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave; 99-122
®Ibid.; p.g9
Opid.; p.119

""Nesbit-Larking, P.; “Pattems of Protest in the 1992 Referendum and the 1993 Federal
Election”; p.8. The importance of the coefficient of correlation (Pearson’s r) is that it indicates the relative
goodness of fit of the line of regression of one bivariate distribution to another. As the closeness of the
relation increases, Pearson's r approaches 1: inversely, as the relationship declines, the correlation

approaches zero, See Key, V.0., Jr. A Primer of Statistics for Political Scientists: New York: Thomas

Y. Crowell Co.; 1954; p.84
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movement of the other. To discover how the movement of an independent variable
determined a change in the dependent variable, the coefficient of determination () is
more useful. This would indicate that on a nation-wide ievel, about 37% of the
variance of Reform's support in 1993 was accounted for by changes in the values of
the No vote in 1992. This shows that the relationship is fairly considerable.

Taken to a sub-national level, however, we find substantial differences in how the
referendum results affected Reform's fortunes in 1993. Using the 99 constituencies
in Ontario, with the dependent variable of Reform support in 1993 measured by
percentage of valid votes cast, the No vote played virtually no role in determining
Reform vote choice in 1993 (r=0.013) :

Correlation of No 1992 to Reform 1993
— Ontario {(n=99), r square=0.013
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Figure 11.1

The lack of any relationship between the No vote in Ontario and its propensity to vote
for Reform is particuiarly noteworthy considering the definite role the referendum
played in determining Reform fortunes in the rest of English Canada. From this first
look at this question, it seems safe to say that while the citizen-elite cleavage seems
a promising basis of support for Reform, its effect may be very marginal in Ontario.
The province, as a whole, does not demonstrate the level of marginalization
demonstrated by the Western provinces, a self-evident conclusion considering that
the history of Reform is embedded in the region's embattled rhetoric of westemn
alienation. These findings iead to a rather unequivocal rejection of my prior
hypothesis.
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Further study of the relationship between the No vote of 1992 and the Reform vote in
19983 has shown some surprising results. In their study of pan-Canadian, regionai.
and local pattemns of party support using 1988, 1992, and 1993 data, Eagles et al.
found that when a series of geographic dummy variables “...refiecting the geographic
patterning of political support above the constituency level™? were included in their
regression model, the robust relationship between the 1992 No vote and the 1993
Reform vote as demonstrated by Nesbit-Larking, failed to contribute to Reform's
success. As Eagles et al suggest. “...the opposition to the constitutional reform
preposals/process that Reform mobilized was well represented by the

provincial/regional dummies™.”

This finding leads to a circular discussion. The success of the party to mobilize the
anti-elitist fervour of the 1992 No vote and carry it to the Reform fold in 1993 may
have depended on the prior organizational success of the party. The high correlation
between the B.C. No vote and B.C. electoral blessing of Reform in 1993 was
contingent on the party’s prior level of support in the province. The underwhelming
correlation in Ontario, while it might reasonably show that Ontario voters are less
marginalized than their Alberta and B.C. counterparts, also may be a function of the
Reform Party’s weaker presence in Ontario prior to the vote. The correlation Nesbit-
Larking found to exist between the No vote in the prairie provinces and their electoral
fortunes was certainly aided by the time-honoured mechanism by which alienation
has been channelled in the region: western alienation. Ontario has yet to develop an
analogous mechanism, and as such the Reform Party was unable to capitalize on a
comparable existing political theology by which alienation is organized. This echos
what was quoted in the first chapter, namely that “...social distinctions become
cleavages when they are organized as such™.*

Urban vs. Rural Voters

While the overall findings for Ontario are clear, Flanagan writes that one has reason
to expect that referendum results had more of an impact on Reform support in rural
rather than urban areas:

Interestingly, the voting pattem in the referendum also instantiated
Manning's original populist hinterland vision of Reform...There was a
very obvious split in Ontaric between metropolitan Toronto and Ottawa,
which went strongly Yes, and most of the rest of the province, which
went just as strongly No. This validated Manning's theory that rurai
Ontario was just as alienated from the centres of power as westemn

1"’Eagles. M., et al; “Ecological Models if Party Support Pan-Canadian, Regional, and Local
Pattemns in the 1988 and 1993 General Elections”; p.7

ibid.; p.23
“gartolini, S., and P. Mair; Identity, Competition, and Electoral Availability, The Stabilisation of
European Electorates 1885-1885; p.216
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Canada.®
Flanagan goes on to link the referendum with Reform's performance in 1993:

Reform did well in western Canada, especially Alberta and British
Columbia, and in rural Ontario--all areas where the No vote was
strong.'®

In an effort to test whether there is a discernable difference between urban and rural
voters in this case, voting patterns were discerned for 17 urban areas.”” The urban
findings were compared to the voting pattern of the rural voters surrounding these
areas.”

Carrelation of No 1992 to Reform 1993 Correlation of No 1992 to Reform 1993
= Urban Ontario (n=17), r square=0.09 Rural Ontario (n=17), r square=0.07
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Figure 1.2 Figure [1.3

These data indicate a few factors at work First of all, once the data excludes Metro
Toronto™ the strength of the No 1992/Reform 1293 correlation does increase relative

"*Flanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave; p.121-122
Pibid.; p.122,

""The following urban centres were selected: Barrie, Comwall, Hawkesbury, Kingston,
Kitchener-Waterloo, London, Niagara Falls, North Bay, Orillia, Ottawa, Pembroke, Peterborough, Sarnia,
Sault Ste Marie, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, and Windsor.

**The number of votes cast by party in these areas was determined by a poll-by-poll recount.
Rural numbers corresponding to these areas were recreated by defining a specific area surrounding the
city in question, and determined according to poll-by-pol! information. This method is used throughout
this thesis when comparing voting data which cross federal and provincial electoral jurisdictions.

%The exclusion of Metro Toronto from tis analysis is based on two reasons. First, it aliows

one to determine whether the urban-rural spiit observed by Flanagan with respect to referendum voting
is carried forward into federal and provincial voting once the province's most highly urbanized centre is
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to the overall provincial data; however, the effect is still marginal. explaining under
10% of the vanance in the Reform vote in 1993. Secondly, there is no appreciable
difference between urban (r*=0.09) or rural (=0.07) voters. This brings a few
modifications {0 bear on Flanagan's evaluation of Reform support in Ontario.

First of all, it seems that the major difference in how the referendum resuit impacted
on Reform support in Ontario was between the highly urbanized centre of Toronto
and Ottawa and the rest of the province. The rest of the province, however, is not
bereft of urbanized centres, cbviously. What these results show is that outside of
highly concentrated core of Toronto and Ottawa. the referendum did not effect
Reform's chances any differently in the medium and small sized urban centres than
in their surrounding rural areas. It seems that once you get outside of highly
urbanized Toronto, or out of a sufficient threshold of urbanization. any effect that
urbanization might contribute to the discussion is eradicated. This would mean that if
the party were interested in mobilizing this latent feeling of marginalization, it need
not distinguish or tailor its message from rural Ontario to medium sized Ontario.
Marginalization is then more widespread in Ontaric than just rural polls. If Reform’s
electoral support differs significantly between rural and urban centres, this finding
suggests that it is not caused by a higher or lower “alienation index”, but perhaps by
the organizational channels of partisan competition which allow alienation to be
expressed in party politics. The problem is that, since the correlation of
determination is still very low, it has not been mobilized either because of
organizational problems within the Reform party or because of another reason. As
the following section will show, this other reason may be the fact that the Tory
organization was still strong rurally than in the smaller cities, and held on to their
voters.

. FEDERAL PARTY COMPETITION

Several correlations were run in order to determine whether support for the
Conservatives, Liberals, or New Democratic parties was related in any interesting
way with Reform's support in 1993. Three sets of correlations were run: one using
the province-wide electoral data, one using the data for the selected urban areas
already described, and another using the corresponding rural areas. For the overall
Ontario data, correlations were run for the 1984, 1988, and 1993 elections. The
urban/rural comparisons were made for the 1988 and 1993 elections only. This use
of past electoral data was used in order to see whether past patterns of partisan
support also contributed to how Reform has developed in Ontario. Generally, these
correlations pointed out relationships already established; however, a few interesting
findings are noted.

removed from consideration. In other words, does the inciusion of Toronto in the data analysis of the
urban-rural dynamic distort the analysis of the urban-rural dynamic across the province? The second
reason is methedological. The urban-ural comparison made here is based on a geographical dyad: itis
the comparison of how voters in an urban centre differ in supporting the Reform party from the rural
voters who suround them. The level ¢f »rban concentration surmounding Metro Torento does not allow
for the same comparison.
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a) Overall Ontario Data
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Figure 114 Correlation between Conservative (1984) and Reform Support (1993) for
Ontario (n=99, r* = 0.36)

Figures 11.4, 1.5, and 11.6 show how the relationship between Conservative party
support and Reform support in 1993 are linked in the province of Ontario. The figures
demonstrate a finding which may seem contradictory at first glance with the known
outcome of the 1893 election. That is, that there is a stronger relationship between
how Reform performed in 1993 with past patterns of Conservative support in the
province of Ontario. Comparing the horizontal dispersion of the data points on the
three graphs show that while the Conservative party enjoyed a wider range of
support, gamering anywhere from 15% to 70% of the popular vote across all
constituencies in the province, Reform also found a good deal of support.

7
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Figure 11.6, showing the correlation of support between Reform and Tory vote shares
in 1993, demonstrates that the Tory vote had entrenched itself since 1988. The lower
detemmination coefficient in 1993 would indicate that the Reform party had gradually
whittled at the Tory core, and that while the competition between the two parties is

still strong—-notice the
slightly stronger slope of
the regression line in
1983, meaning that with
each unit change in Tory
support the Reform party
gained in support at a
greater rate than in 1928
and 1984—most of the
Tory vote had already
defected. The findings
confirm what has been
documented
elsewhere®, namely that
the Reform Party has
split the Tory core in
Ontario as it has across
the country.
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Fig. IL6 Correlation of Conservative (1993) to Reform support (1993) for
Ontario (n=99, r'=0.26) .

*°See Johnston, R., N, Nevitte, and H.E. Brady; “Campaigr: Dynamics in 1993: Liberals,
Conservatives, and Reform; paper presented to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Political Science
Association, 1994, and Gingras, F.P., B. Gauthier, and F. Graves: “La question du chémage et le
caractere distinctif de I'électorat québécois au serutin fédéra! de 1993™ Revue guébécoise de sgience

poltique (2 paraitre).
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Liberals

The relationship between the Liberal and Reform parties produces some of the
strongest correlations found to exist among all political parties. It seems that in
Ontario the strength of the Liberal Party is more a determinant at this point of
Reform'’s success that the demise of the Conservatives, since the inverse
relationship between the Liberals and Reform is stronger than the positive
relationship between the Conservatives and Reform— a conclusion which is evident
given the overwhelming number of seats won by the Liberals in the province in 1993.
The r* value produced by correlating Liberal and Reform support in 1993 is -0.54, the
slope of the line of regression reaching -1.04. These findings are not surprising:
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Fig IL7 Correlation of Liberal (1993) to Reform Support (1993) for Ontario {n=99, r= 0.54)

They demonstrate that as Liberal support increased in the province, Reform's
fortunes decreased. The slope of the line of regression tells us that with every unit
increase of Liberal support, the Reform Party lost a comparable amount of support.
Similar correlations between Liberal support in 1988 and 1984 and Reform support in
1993, while aiways demonstrating a negative relationship, did not show as steep a
slope in the regression line (-0.68 and -0.72 respectively). These data demonstrate
firstly that the Reform Party and the Liberal Party are drawing from fairly distinct
electorates in Ontario, and that these electorates have become more differentiated
since the 1980's. The stronger slope of the 1993 data can aiso be explained in that
the Liberal Party managed to draw greater numbers of voters defecting from other
parties. The future ¢f Reform in Ontario seems most contingent on the resilience of its
main competitor, which is precisely that party which has proven its resilience
throughout its long history of govemance in Canada.

New Democrats

In trying to establish some type of relationship between the NDP and the Reform
Party, | have consistently found that NDP support has very little bearing on the
fortunes of the Reform Party. The two parties are appealing to very distinct
electorates, a fact which again confirms the widely held assumption that the Reform
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Party has established itself as an altemative of right-wing, rather than centrist or leR-
wing voters. Only one regression held out any relationship, however marginal,
between New Democrats and Reformers. In 1993, the r* value between the
independent variable—New Democratic support in 1993 as measured by percentage
of the popular vote— and the Reform Party stands at 0.20. This relationship, while
weak, is the strongest found between the two parties.
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Fig. IL8 Correlation between New Democrat (1993) and Reform Support (1993) for Ontanio
(0=99, r=0.20)

The scattergram also conveys information which the data by themselves cannot.
The NDP, judging by the minimal horizontal dispersion of the data points, has been
reduced to its very core. The vast majority of Ontario ridings graced the New
Democrats with less than 10% of the popular vote. It was only through the continued
support of NDP voters in a number of traditionally strong NDP ridings®' that a
correlation between the two parties could be traced. Essentially these ridings
skewed the regression. Outside of these areas, there was no appreciable
relationship between NDP and Reform support. The effect of the collapse of the
NDP affected Reform only indirectly, since any defectors to Reform were likely not
numerous enough to improve their electoral standings, and since the NDP defectors
probably bolstered Reform's main competitor in the province, the Liberals. The
aggregate data used here cautions those who have spoken of Reform’s ability to
draw support from across the ideological spectrum. in Ontario, at least, this ability
seems overstated.

2’Ridings retuming NDP vote shares between 20% and 30% of the popular vote included Sault
- Ste. Marie, Oshawa, Essex-Windsor, Trinity-Spadina, Windsor-West, Windsor-St Clair, and Nicke! Belt,
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b) Urban vs. Rural Data

After examining how the parties interacted on a province-wide level using federal
electoral districts as the basic unit of analysis, we now tum to using a selected
number of urban centres and their surrounding areas to determine whether the
dynamics of party competition are different when rural and urban polls cutside
Toronto are separated. Again using the coefficient of determination as our primary
indicator, the findings are summarized in the table below:

Table 1.1 Coefficients of Determination (%) of the following independent variables |
(FEDERAL partisan support measured as % of valid votes cast) and the
dependent variable (Reform Support in 1993 measured as % of valid votes)
(n=17)

FEDERAL PARTY 1993 1993 1988 1988
URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
LIBERALS 0.74 (-)* 0.76 (-) 0.43 (-) 0.48 (-)
CONSERVATIVES 0.51 (+) 0.21 (+) 0.67 (+) 0.44 (+)
NEW DEMQCRATS 0.07 () 0.04 (1) 0.00 0.00
e e e 1

“The positive or negative indicates the direction of the slope of the regression line.

The trends regarding the Liberal and New Democratic parties are essentially the
same as those indicated by the province-wide data discussed in the preceding
paragraphs. Namely, that the fortunes of the NDP did virtually nothing to impact
Reform fortunes in a direct manner. For the Liberals, it is evident that Liberal
strength was the most important partisan factor which contained Reform success.

There is, however, an interesting trend with the Conservatives. There is an
appreciable difference between rural and urban correiations, indicating tnat the
Reform Party has been more successful in wooing Conservative voters in urban and
sub-urban areas outside of Toronto than in corresponding rural areas. In both 1988
and 1993 Conservative votes outside of metropolitan Toronto were a better indicator
of Reform success in urban areas than in rural ones.

it should be noted here that unlike the data used by Nesbit-Larking and Flanagan,
the rural category here is comprised solely of rural polls, as designated by Elections
Canada Official Voting Results. It appears that the conclusions of Flanagan
regarding Reform strength in rural Ontario are based on polls including both rural and
sub-urban polis. The categorization of Reform as a rural party in Ontario, while
collapsing suburban with rural voting results, echoes the findings of Maurice Pinard in
his study of the Social Credit in Québec. Pinard also described the support of the
Creditistes in Québec as "almost exclusively rural”, while noting that "...for the lack of
a better term, in this study 'rural districts’ refer to electoral districts that lie outside the
Montréal and Jesus Istands... The Québec City districts are included in this rural
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category”.® The data in Table I1.1 indicate that Reform has been less able to
dislodge Conservative voters in more traditional settings. What has been considered
the geographical base of right-wing third-party activity—-a rural base—may be more
accurately described as suburban or centred in smaller urban communities.

This information seems to indicate that rural Conservative voters are more stable or
traditional partisans than their urban counterparts, and thus have been less willing to
champion what is in Ontaric the fourth party altemative. The data for the Liberal
party in rural areas for both 1993 and 1988 elections indicate, as well, that the
traditional altemnative to the Conservative party maintained a great dea! of support.
The finding that rural voters are more traditional partisans has been documented
elsewhere:

it is not the attitude of the community on issues of the moment that is
maintained by tradition; it is its identification with a party name and
allegiance to its symbols...However, the reaction of protest is more
likely to take place through the traditional party in the rural community
than in the urban...Thus, while traditional allegiance to one party does
not preclude political change, it renders very unlikely that this change
will take place through a switch to the other major party. In rural areas
we may observe both pronounced political stability, reiative to urban
areas, and changes of entire communities from their traditionat party to
a third party. 2

It seems that rather than display the wholesale partisan change accepted by rural
Alberta and British Columbia, Ontario’s rural Conservatives have opted to stick it out
with their own, rather than opt for a new partisan alternative recently imported and
relatively unknown to the province. A factor which did not lend itself to wholesaie
partisan change 1993 was the continued strength of the Liberal party in Ontario:

The indications are that whenever the oprosition party (or strongest of
opposition parties) fails to retain at least a third of the votes while in
opposition, it tends to be replaced by third parties...Conversely, where
there is a strong two-party system, third parties usually fail to make any
serious inroads.?

The Liberal Party had not languished in opposition with respect to its support in
Ontario as it had on the Prairies. In 1988, the mean vote share gamered by the
Liberals in Ontario rested at a sound 39%.% These patterns of partisan support

“pinard, M.; The Rise of a Third Party: A Study in Crisis Politics: p.92

231\.'IacRa|e. D. Jr.; "Occupations and the Congressional Vote, 1840-1 950", American
Sociological Review, Vol.20 (1955); p.339

*Pinard, M.; The Rise of a Third Party: A Study in Crisis Politics; p.37

ZChief Electoral Officer of Canada; Thirty-Fourth General Election: R the Chief E} |
Officer 1988 _Revised Appendices: Ottawa: Minister of Supply and Services Canada; 1988; p.2G

33




indicate that while Reform's good fortune was brought about by the collapse of the
Tories, it will be constrained from further gains in the province until the Liberal Party
cedes its position as the party of first choice.

lll. PROVINCIAL PARTY COMPETITION

What has received litle attention in the study of the Reform Party to date has been
what if any impact partisan competition at the provincial level has had on Reform
fortunes in the arena of federal electoral politics. One reason for this apparent lack of
work in this area may be the Reform Party’s decision to remain a strictly federal
party, despite promising opportunities to enter provincial politics.?® The lack of
provinc:al wings of the Reform Party makes the task of linking their strength
provincially with their support federally more difficult. The links between the
provincial and federal worlds of partisan competition are hence more difficult to
discemn.

The first task at hand in this study of Reform and provincial politics in Ontario is to
examine whether variations of partisan support are related to Reform's success in
the province in 1893. We have seen how competition at the federal leve! in Ontario
is related to Reform's fortunes. While the NDP seem to have had virtually no impact
on Reform, there are clear indications of a relationship between the other two major
parties. While Ontario’s provincial Liberais and Conservatives are somewhat
dissociated from their federal counterparts, it would be interesting to see whether the
same congclusions can be drawn from provincial party competition.

In his study of the Créditistes in Québec, Maurice Pinard found a relatienship
between political change at the provincial level and the trend to vote for the
Créditistes federally. He asserted that "...[his] data clearly support the hypothesis
that the political change which had previously taken place at the provincial level
affected the rise of the Social Credit at the federa! level. Political change does indeed
seem conducive to further political change."¥ Pinard's methodology was based on
excluding from his data both Montréal and Québec City districts, areas which
remained impervious to the Créditistes’ assault and which also presented difficulties
due to the problems in comparing federal and provincial electoral districts. Also, his
designation of whether districts switched partisan labels strongly or weakly is based
on the parties’ ability to maintain a threshold of the popular vote. Due to the fact that
Québec’s provincial party system was a two-party system, the threshold used was

*Note, taken by myse!f while attending the 1994 keform Party Assembly indicate that the
resolution reading "...[Be it] resolved that the Reform Party of Canada encourage candidates in
Provincial elections under a Reform banner” was defeated by 63% of the voting delegates. While the
strongest interventions on the floor in favour of the resolution were made on behalf of the Reform
Association for Ontario, only 27% of Ontario's delegates to the Assembly in favour of provincial
expansion. A majority of delegates from British Columbia (65%) voted in favour of the resolution.

~Pinard, M.; p.75
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relatively high.® As such the volatility of the electorate at the provincial level was
determined by the degree of its movement across this thresholg.

The difficulties in extending this methodology to the study of the Reform Party in
Ontario is not only caused by a similar lack of comparability between federal and
provincial electoral districts, but also by the presence of another competitive party in
Ontario: the New Democrats. Unlike Québec, Ontario has maintained in the post-
war period & stable three-party system, with the NDP polling an average of 23% of
the popular vote from 1943 to 1981.% The relative stability of Ontario's three-party
system allowed the Conservative Party to achieve a position of uninterrupted
dominance from 1943 to 1985, during which time it formed the government with an
average of 43% of the popular vote.*®* The margin between the reigning
Conservatives and the runner-up Liberals from 1967 to 1981 remained guite slim,
with only 8% of the popular vote separating the two parties. The paradox here is that
the most stable period of Ontario’s provincial politics was sustained on siim margins
of support. While all parties managed to hold together their respective political bases
of support, little movement along this margin could occur, and the period of
Conservative dominance continued unabated. Conversely, the significant
weakness of any one of the parties could entzil smali yet important changes along
this precarious margin of power.

Ontario’s system of one-party dominance came to an end in 1985, with the Peterson
Liberals forming the govemment at Queen's Park. The success of the Liberals in the
1985 and the 1987 elections and the increasing disfavour of the Conservatives
indicated that a realignment of partisan forces was underway. The unforseen win of
the NDP in the hastily-called 1990 election indicated that the Liberal Party would not
step too easily into the Conservatives' vacated shoes. In a province which had one
party form the govemment for forty-two years, Ontario's voters have in the last four
provincial elections adopted three different political stripes. While the NDP win of

: rar example, a strong showing by the Union Nationale was determined if the Liberals obtained
lews than or equal to 46% of the vote; conversely, the Liberals were seen to be strong if their vote
climbed to 54% and beyond. See Pinard. M.; p.74 (notes to Table 5.1)

29Gingras. F.-P.; "The 1990 Ontario Election: Testing Four Hypotheses About a Three-Party
System”; paper presented to the annual meetings of the Canadiar: Political Science Association,
Queen's University, Kingston; 1991; p.3

bid: p.4

*'Ontario's era of one-party dominance is to be contrasted with the one-party dominance
experienced by Social Credit and Conservative governments in Alberta. While Ontario’s system was
characterized by the sustained competition of the Liberals and the New Democrats, the same could not
be said of their Albertan counterparts. It has only been since the 1986 provincial election that Alberta
has seen anything resembling an opposition, voting in 22 opposition members, an increase of 18
members since the 1982 provincial election. This news interest with opposition (concentrated in
Edmonton) brought the Conservative's share of the popular vote down to 51.1% in 1986 from 62.2% in
1882. Clearly, Ontario’s governments never had the pleasure of enjoying such overwhelming levels of
popular support. See Tupper, A.; "Alberta Politics: The Collapse of Consensus™ in Thorbum, H.C. (ed);
Party Politics in Canada; 6th edition; Scarborough: Prentice Hall of Canada Ltd.; 1991; pp.451-467
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1990 may prove to be an aberration, the recent voting record of Ontarians indicates a
certain volatility within the electorate. This indicates that "...Since 1885, Ontario has
been undergoing a significant realignment of long-term electoral ferces within a three-
party system".® It remains to be seen whether these movements within Ontario's
electorate have contributed to Reform's prospects for success in the province.

in order tc examine the effects of provincial party competition on the propensity of
Ontarians to vote Reform in 1993, this analysis will consist of two parts. First, the
election resuits of the 1980 and 1987 provincial elections will be analyzed using the
same methodology to examine the federal data. Rural and urban voting will zlso be
explored. Secondly, the effect of voter volatility on the provincial level will be related
to the Reform vote in 1993, by adapting an indicator for electoral volatility developed
by Laval University political scientist Vincent Lemieux.*

FINDINGS
a) Reform and Ontario’s Provincial Parties
Table IL.2 Coefficients of Determination (r) of the following independent variables
(PROVINCIAL partisan support measured as % of valid votes) and the dependent
variable (Reform Support in 1993 measured as % of valid ‘yotes) (n=17)
PROVINCIAL PARTY | 1990 1980 1987 1987
URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
LIBERALS 0.53 (-) 0.46 (-) 0.27 (-) 0.13 (-)
CONSERVATIVES 0.32 (+) 0.16 (+) 0.22 (+) 0.15 (+)
NEW DEMOCRATS 0.07 (+) 0.06 (+) 0.00 0.00

A comparison between Table 1.1 and Table 1.2 leads to some preliminary
observations. It is apparent that while the provincial correlations are not
inconsiderable, they are consistently weaker than the federal data which is to be
expected considering the separation of the two arenas of electoral combat.
Therefore, while the effects of provincial partisan competition are secondary to the
federal arena, they should not be discounted. The foliowing analysis of provincial
party competition and the Reform Party will refer as well to the following table (Table
I1.3), which indicates popular vote shares obtained by each political party both
provinciaily and in the 17 selected areas of study:

*Gingras, F.-P.; "The 1990 Ontario Election: Testing Four Hypotheses About a Three-Party
System™, p.5
| du Québec: Alliances, ri

Hsee Lemieux, V. et li lités et neutrali

Presses de 'Université Laval; 1993

; Sainte-Foy: Les
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Table 11.3 Mean Percentage of Popular Vote Obtained for the Province of Ontario,
by Provincial Political Party (1990, 1987)
PARTY | 1900* 1987 1990 1987
URBAN RURAL | URBAN RURAL
n=130 n=_1 7 n=-1 7
 us 324 473 | 354 170
31.9 . 465
CON 235 247 | 192 248
’ 24.2 | 26.4
NDP 37.6 257 f32 263
341 245

“SOURCE:Ontario; 1988 By-Elections/1990 General Election: Election Summaries with Statistics from
the Records; Toronto: Chief Election Officer; 1990

LIBERALS

The switch in provincial vote shares of the Liberals and the New Democrats suggests
that disaffected Liberals put the NDP in power provincially in 1990. The Liberals lost
15% overall of their support, while the NDP gained 12%. In our sample of smaller
urban centres and their corresponding rural areas, the pattem changes somewhat.
While the Liberals lost 15% from 1987 to 1990 in rural areas, they gained almost
18.5% in urban areas outside metropolitan Toronto. When the correlations shown in
Table 11.2 are taken into account, we see that those rural voters who remained
Liberal provincially in 1990 voted strongly against Reform in 1993 (-0.46). In smaller
urban areas, where Liberals gained a substantial amount of support, Liberals voted
more emphatically against Reform (-0.53) than their rural stalwarts. The importance
of the Liberal position in the rural areas since 1990, given their tendency to close
ranks against Reform federally, is also increased because there are more Liberals
than Conservatives in these areas. Liberals, although they lost ground in rural areas
since 1987, also had more to lose than the Conservatives. The whittling away of
Liberal support was counteracted somewhat by the fact that their base of support
was much larger than that of the Conservatives.

What should be noticed is that unlike Liberal voting patterns at the federal level (see
Table I1.1), provinciat Liberal voters in urban areas dislike Reform more than rural
provincial Liberal voters. It seems that rural voters are less likely to embrace the
winds of change, whatever their political stripe. Just as rural Conservatives remain
relatively indifferent to the acceptance of Reform among urban Conservative voters,
rural Liberals remain somewhat indifferrent to the displeasure expressed for Reform
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by their urban counterparts. Rural voters, it would seem, while not contradicting the
direction chosen by urban voters, are less enthusiastic in following the urban lead.
What is curious in the Liberal case, is that the drag in voting behaviour among rural
Liberals only occurs when they vote provincially. As Table 1.1 demonstrates, the
rural/urban distinction among Liberal voters disappears come federal election time.

Liberal voters tend to close ranks against Reform federally, despite provincial
difference. This would indicate that if Reformers were to target the Liberal electorate,
which they must if they are serious about holding national office, there is no need to
differentiate between urban and rural Liberals, simplifying the communications
exercise . Conversly, the decision of the Reform Party not to compete in the
provincial electoral arena makes it more difficult for the party to exploit potential
weaknesses within the provincial Liberal electorate for the federal Reform gain.

CONSERVATIVES

As mentioned above, the NDP victory in the 1990 eleciion had little to do with
changes in Conservative support. Indeed, the Conservative vote held together
overall, losing only 1.2% of the popular vote since 1987. Referring only to the 17
areas selected for the urban/rural comparison, the Conservatives lost 5% from 1987
to 1990 in the urban areas, with a marginal 2.2% drop in rurai areas. The nucleus of
the provincial Conservative party has proven quite cohesive, The inclusion of the
mean popular vote share shows that even with a small drop of support in provincial
Conservative support, these voters voted more strongly for Reform only in the cities.
Rurai Conservatives seem indifferent, not opting for Reform federally as much as one
would predict. Tabla I1.3 shows that from 1987 to 1990, the support for the Liberals
in rural areas dropped just under 15%, while the corresponding drop in Conservative
support reachec. approximately 2%. These data indiaate that, overall, rural voters
are more stabie than their urban counterparts, and that among rural voters, rural
Conservatives are perhaps the most stable in Ontario. This observation of provincial
Conservative behaviour echoes federal Conservative voting patterns. The reticence
of rural Conservative voters to adopt the Reform placard federally, as well as the
coherence of the Conservative vote at both provincial and federal levels, represents
promising news not only for Mike Harris's Tories, but for Jean Charest's troops as
well. The victory of Mike Harris in the 1995 Ontario provincial election, coming from
behind after the surprising amount of support lost by Lyn McLeod and the Ontario
Liberals, suggests that the present premier benefitted from the solid support of
Conservatives and the wavering of defection-prone Liberals. Mike Harris's success
may well be Jean Charest's gain, as the slim chance of a federal Tory party
rejuvenated by their Ontario wing may still come to pass.

NEW DEMOCRATS

The NDP is obviously the marginal player in the partisan dynamic impacting on
Reform support. Its fortunes have very little impact on Reform’s performance in the
province of Ontario to date, given the very low correlations. However, unlike the
Conservatives and the Liberals, the provincial New Democrats had as much of an
impact as their federal counterparts on the strength of Reform support; the divide
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between electoral arenas has little effect. However, upon comparing Tables 1.1 and
1.2, an interesting observation emerges. What is interesting is that the direction of
the relationship between Reform and NDP electorates has changed. In other words,
as federal NDP support in 1993 increased, the Reform’s party's decreased,
minimally; data from 1990 show that as the provincial support for the NDP in Ontario
increased, so did the support for Reform, albeit at a marginal rate. Federally
speaking NDP voters did not choose to defect to Reform; provincial NDP voters in
Ontario did to a limited degree. What we see is not necessarily a change in how
important the NDP is to Reform's overall chances of winning more seats in Ontario,
but a change in overali trends. The data indicates that a small number of voters who
voted for the altemnative party in the provincial election of 1990 opted for another
unknown federally. Although the aggregate data used here does not indicate whether
these NDP supporters were long-standing members of the party or not, it is
reasonable to support that they were among the "protest” vote, largely disaffected
Peterson Liberals, which brought the Bob Rae's NDP to power in 1990. This leads
some credence to Pinard's contention that those who break with partisan allegiances
are also likely to continue this practice.

b) Electoral Volatility and Reform

The preceding observations regarding the relative stability of rural electorates brings
us back to the question of electoral volatility. While this finding seems to have taken
hold at both federal and provincial levels, it must be analyzed relative to the period of
electoral uncertainty ushered in with the 1985 provincial election. It is outside of the
purview of this thesis to see whether these pattemns of stability or instability are
greater than what occured during the 43 years of Conservative government. The
reader must be reminded that in the province of Ontario, stability was gained through
small margins of electoral support; the inverse implies that instability can be achieved
through equally small electoral tremors. This volatility brings us back to the points
raised by Pinard. If it is indeed the case that change at the provincial level is
positively correlated to change at the federal level, the politica! situation in Ontario
this last decade presents Reform with a favourable opportunity to put down roots in
the province. Therefore, electoral volatility provincially, particularly in the last three
provincial elections, should correlate in a positive direction with the tendency of
Ontarians to vote Reform in 1993. The task at hand is to devise a suitable indicator
of electoral volatility using aggregate electoral data.*

Electoral volatility for our purposes here is to include the amount of vote-switching
occurring between political parties. It is recognized that Canadians are notorious
vote-switchers, and that the "natural” level of voter volatility in Canada is in fact quite
high:

%1t is noted that the use of aggregate data is bound to underestimate that amount of vote-
switching occurring on the individual level. See Clarke, H.D. and M.C. Stewart; “Partisan Inconsistency
and Partisan Change in Federa! States: The Case of Canada™, American Journal of Polticai Science;
Vel.31 (1887); p.386
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Using data from their 1974-1979-1980 NES panel study, Leduc and his
colleagues were able to show that Canadians do manifest relatively
high levels of volatility in their vote choice and that this volatility is
accompanied by a similar instability in their party identifications.*

Instable partisanship has aiso been explained as a by-product of Canada's federal
structure of govermnment:

Some provincial parties have only very wezak federal counterparts —- or
no federal counterparts whatscever - and even when parties of the
same name compete at different levels, they do not always stand for
the same things. The lack of symmetry in federal and provincial party
systems is reinforced by institutional arrangements, with elections at
the two levels typically taking place at quite different times and being
fought on very different issues.*

The relatively high incidence of flexible partisanship displayed by Canadians tends to
be strongest in those provinces whose most competitive political parties include
parties which have no counterpart on the federal level, British Columbia and Québec
in particular.¥ This is logical, given that British Columbians and Quebeckers
choosing the Social Credit and the Parti Québécois respectively have had to choose
completely different parties federally if they wished to participate pesitively in federal
elections.® Ontario is unique in this respect, since it is the only Canadian province
where "...the three parties that compete nationally (the Liberals, the Progressive
Conservatives, and the NDP) [have found] considerable support in both federal and
provincial politics."*® Past studies based on individua! level data have also shown
that relative to other Canadian provinces, Ontario displays the largest number of
stable partisans outside of Atiantic Canada.*

In order to determine whether provincial vote change at the aggregate level
correlated to an increased tendency to vote for Reform, the following indicator was
constructed for each of the areas selected to study. An illustration is provided
below:

“Gidengil. E.; "Canada Votes: A Quarter Century of Canadian National Election Studies™
Canadian Journal of Political Scionce: Vol.25 No.2 (June 1882); p.232

“inid ; p.234

3yslaner, EM.; "Splitting Image: Partisan Affiliations in Canada’s 'Two Political Worlds' *;
American Joumal of Political Science; Vol.34, No.4, (November 1990); p.974

**The creation of the Bloc Québécois in 1991 changed this dynamic for Québec's nationalist
voters,

Sustaner, EM.; p.965

40 Clarke, H.D. and M.C. Stewart; "Partisan Inconsistency and Partisan Change in Federal
States: The Case of Canada” ; p.388
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Table 11.4 Determination of Voter Volatility during Provincial Elections for Barrie,

Ontario. based on Percentage of Eligible Votes Obtained

URBAN POLLS RURAL POLLS
LIB CON |NDP |uw JuB CON_[NDP [RwWY
1985 119.79 [22.02 | 14.37 24.19 |30.27 | 13.96
1987 127.13 | 2162 | 1264 2443 | 25.37 | 12.28
g0 | 19.54 [19.54 |24.01 16.81 | 18.00 | 22.52
15.00 | 1964 |11.91 | 1552

“The figures below the dark line are the sums of the differencas between the percentage of eligible votes
obtained in the three elections in question and the minimum value obtained by the respective party
during this time. The mean of these values (in italics) represents the voter volatility of the electorate
both in the rural polls surrounding Barrie (RVV= Rurat Voter Volatility) and inside of the city itself (UVvV=
Urban Voter Volatility).

Several correlations were run between voter volatility and the share of votes obtained
by parties in the 1993 federal election. The findings were disappointing in that no
strong correlations existed between volatility at the provincial level, as measured by
this indicator, and the performance of federal parties in 1993, including the Reform
Party. This indicates that high levels of vote change in Ontario have not affected
Reform except in one instance. Only one result came forward as notewortny. While
volatility across parties had no effect on Reform support, volatility among
Conservatives in rural areas was found to have a marginal effect (r*=0.19):

o
o
]

)
o

i
o

Reform 1993 (% of valid volas)
-]

o

5 10 15 20 25 30
Rural Conservative Volatility

o

Figure IL9 Correlation of Volatility of provincial Conservative Support (1985-
“ 1990) and Reform Support in 1993 {Ontario, n=17)

While the relationship between these two variables is marginal, it can be seen from
Figure I1.8 that it is negative. As volatility in the Conservative vote increased in rura

41



Ontario polls, the Reform support gamered in those polls also decreased. In the case
of the Conservative party in Ontario, volatility is 2 measure of movement away from
the party, since the party went from 37% in 1985 to 23.5% in 1990 of the popular
vote provincially, and from 39.8% in 1985 to 19.2% in 1990 of the popular vote in the
17 selected areas used throughout this chapter. This demonstrates that as rural
supporters of the Ontario Conservative Party broke with their party provincially, they
failed to transfer their vote to the Reform Party federally. The question remains
where the rural ex-Conservatives cast their vote in 1993. Further correlations show
that these voters also broke their ties with the federal Conservatives (r*=0.13, -) and
opted to support the federal Liberal Party (r*=0.17, +). In sum, the defection away
from the provincial Conservatives in rural Ontario hurt the Reform Party federally
since it bolstered the goveming Liberals.

The finding that the volatility in party voters which had any noticeable impact on
Reform’s success was among the least volatile of Ontario’s electorate seems
paradoxical. The work of Pinard may provide a convincing answer to this dilemma.
One of Pinard’s central tenets is that the rise of third party voting is tied to the
credibility of the traditional partisan alternative. Voters would presumably consider
voting for the partisan unknown for three basic reasons: 1) if incumbent were
discredited, 2) if the traditional alternative were weak or otherwise deemed unsuitable
for the task of governing, or 3) if the voter were ideologically predisposed to the third
party's programme. This creates a distinction between the ideological and the
traditional voter. The 1993 federal election may have shaken loose the ideological
from the traditional voters among the Conservative electorate. Ideological
Conservatives satisfied with the incumbent Tories would feel little reason to change
loyalties; ideological Conservatives displeased with the Tories would feel at home
with Reform; traditional voters displeased with the Tories would have voted for the
traditional party alternative, the Liberal party. The volatility of the Ontario rural
electorate would be then a reflection of Conservative disenchantment and this
ideologicalftraditional balance. The finding demonstrates that at this point in time,
Reform fortunes depend, perhaps disproportionately so, on the party’s ability to
consolidate its base among Conservative voters by convincing the most stubborn of
Ontario’s voters to make a federal leap of faith.

V. CONCLUSION

The findings above engender a few remarks. Firstly, it is clear from the lower r2
vaiues that the realm of provincial party politics while having some effect, is only
marginally determinant of Reform's success in Ontario federally. With the decision of
the party not to expand into provincial politics in the foreseeable future, the
relationship between sub-national and federal politics will continue to be arms-length
at best. Secondly, the examination of electoral volatility in the province shows that
the Reform Party remains at this point a very localized phenomenon. If the
interpretation | have offered as to why only Conservative volatility is a factor in
Reform voting holds, Reform is almost exclusively an alternative of the ideologically
committed right-wing in Canada, challenging the non-ideological vision of the party
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most preferred by its leader.*' They have failed to draw support in any significant
degree from Liberal and New Democratic ranks, even though it is within this axis the
most partisan change has occurred at the aggregate level. This does not mean,
however, that the Liberals and New Democrats should rest easily on their laurels. As
long as the Liberals remain a credible altemative for traditional voters of the right
wing, Reform has little room to move. However, a more profound realignment of the
right is bound to occur in the next federal election. As White indicates, “... if a
realignment of voter support is to take place, it will begin in the urban, competitive
areas and not in the rural areas until future elections."*? Ifa right-wing realignment
was already underway in the urban areas of Ontario in 1993, 1998 could prove to be
a boom to Reform in rural Ontario, if the federal Conservatives are unable to rally
back on the winds of Mike Harris's success in 1995.

The importance of the federal configuration of partisan competition to understanding
Reform’s rise in Ontario is to be contrasted by the lack of importance the
Referendum results contributed to our knowledge. The paltry predictive value of the
No vote in 1992 in Ontario indicates that alienation is not enough; in order for
alienation to have a decided impact on the fortunes of political parties it must be
organized. Or put in a different way, alienation can be a factor in party politics when
the partisan organizational structure channels it and allows it to rise to the surface.
We have seen that marginalization in Ontario crosses the urban-rural divide—the
importance it lends to Reform support is dependent more on its mobilization, the key
mechanism of which is the party system. The stronger relationship found between
Referendum voting and Reform outcomes in Alberta and British Columbia is
testament to the organizational worth of the “Western alienation” doctrine, which
Reform has sucessfully used to its partisan advantage.

In Ontario, the negligent correlations found between Reform voting and Referendum
discontent would indicate that the linkage between alienation and the party system is
yet to be built. In Ontario, perhaps, Reform is more a party “comme les autres” than
elsewhere, not because the party’s literature or rhetoric differs from Kitchener to
Kamioops, but because Ontario’s partisan structure and political culture have yet to
be organized to accomodate populism. Thus the challenge posed by Ontario to the
expansion of Reform is greater than what they have encountered to date. The
phenomenal growth of the party has been predicated by existence of structures
which have facilitated its rise. The next election will determine whether Reform has

- been able to create similar structures in Ontario.

p22-24.

“'For an examination of Preston Manning’s non-ideological view of populism, see Flanagan, T.:

“Anhite, G.; The Govzrisnent and Politics in Ontario; 4th edition: Scarborough: Nelson Canada;
1990; p.247 ' Nal L.

.
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Chapter 3: Socio-Economic Predictors

el fter examining in detail how patterns of partisan competition have affected
4 .’ Reform support in Ontario in 1993, the opportunity now arises to examine more
] closely socio-economic factors which may lead to a clearer understanding of
Reform support in Canada’s largest province. To date, researchers in electoral
competition have been fortunate enough to make use of public opinion survey or polling
data, where individual voters are asked a host of questions designed to yield detailed
information as to how and why a citizen casts his or her vote. Such data allows
researchers a glimpse inside the very complex process behind the seemingly simple
task of marking the electoral ballot. There is a certain difficulty, however, in
concentrating on the personal characteristics of the individual voter. at least from a
strategic point of view. While the study of the individual voter has yielded a wealth of
knowledge on the subject of individual level voting behaviour, it does not necessarily
address constituency-leve! or sectoral dynamics which affect party competition in what
must by necessity be more interesting to political parties: how parties win seats. After
all, “...in a parliamentary system, the rea! currency is seats. not votes; votes are
important primarily as a means to gaining seats”.! Just how economic factors influence
constituency-level partisan support, in the case of the Reform Party in Ontario, is the
central point of interest in this chapter. The hypothesis which serves as the organizing
basis of the following pages is as follows: that sectoral-level economic variables which
indicate the overall stability or instability of the region, are significant in determining the
strength of Reform support.

The reader is to be reminded of the rationale which serves as the basis for the following
exploration of socic-economic data and Reforrners’ vote choice. First of all, through
close examination of individually-based survey data, André Turcotte concluded that
economic issues, such as deficit and unemployment, did little to inform researchers
about actual vote patterns in the 1993 election. While not discounting the value of the
economic voting model, where voters determine their vote according to a set of
economic criteria, Turcotte concludes that in relation to the 1993 general election,

...egocentric-prospective-simple-cognitive evaluations of the
economy were statistically significant but weak determinants of
voting behaviour...the evidence presented in this analysis suggests
that the relatively weak importance of economic evaluations as
determinanis of vote choice in Canada does not warrant the
strategic emphasis given to economic questions by politicians on

- - \ohnston, R., A. Blais, H.E. Brady, J. Crdte; Letting the People Decide:; Dynarnics of 2 Canadian
Election; Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press; 1992, p.16-17
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the campaign trail.?

The literature of post-modemist thinkers has provided another way of looking at how
Reform support and economic variables are related. According to this thinking, the
growing vigour of right-wing neo-conservative movements is caused in part by the
economic dislocation and instability brought on by the era of post-industrialization. The
opportunity for new right-wing movements to take advantage of the political tensions
brought on by underlying economic difficulty lies in the pervasiveness of the resulting
discontent. It stands to reason that an atmosphere of insecurity and alienation will affect
those who, at least according to objective criteria, have little reason to feel threatened,
either politically or economically. The opportunity for the right lies in mobilizing and
organizing under a political banner the diversity of individuals whose alienation and
discontent is significant enough to threaten previous parties and identities. The question
remains whether Reform has begun to build in Ontario a wider coalition based on citizen
disenchantment with politics, and the insecurity brought on by the economic strain of the
modem era. The challenge becomes how to put to the test the possible effects macro-
level, sectoral changes in the economy have impzcted on Reform’s level of electoral
support.

The following chapter proposes to examine aggregate-level economic changes in
Ontario and relate these changes to Reform’s success in the province. It will also
explore select demographic variables which are of interest here firstly because of their
link to economic strain and secondly, because it has been previously demonstrated that
they are of particular interest, especially in Ontario. A key aspect of the Reform
message has been the withdrawal of the state from what the right-wing would consider
an overlarge public realm; the argument for minimalist govemment is founded in part on
the moral virtue of unfettered individual freedom and the economic necessity of keeping
the costs of government down. In an era of economic difficulty, the push to keep costs
in line connects naturally with the wish to decrease state responsibiities, especially with
respect to those policies the right would rather do without. Whether as a result of
xenophobia or a genuine consideration of economic limitations—the policy adopted by
the party serves either purpose- a key issue which has fallen to this logic in Reform
circles is immigration. The party’s objection to Canada’s current immigration policy has
been framed in economic terms, where immigration policies should be “driven by
economic demands, rather than by socio-cultural or humanitarian considerations.” This
is clearly illustrated by the questions posed by Reform MP Herbert Grubel to Immigration
Minister Sergio Marchi in the following exchange in Question Period:

*Turcotte, A.; “Eccnomic Viiingin.the 1993 Canadian Federal Election™, paper presented to the
annual meetings of the Canadian Political Science Association; University of Calgary. Calgary, June 1594;
p28

*Foster, B.. “The Canadian New Right and Ethno-Cultural Pluralism: ideclogies and the Lirnits to
Public Diversity”, paper presented to the Annual meeting of the Canadian Political Science Association,
Calgary, 1984; p.28 '
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"..This is in the name of Canadians concemned about the country’s financial
crisis. Next year Canada will admit 111,000 family reunification
immigrants. Many of them will be persons of an age where they will be
unable to contribute to Canada’s social programs...Would the Minister
please tell the House what he expects the costs of the medicare services
required by these immigrants will be?.... Mr. Speaker, may the people of
Canada conclude from the minister's answer or non-answer that decisions
about Canada’s immigration levels are made without regard to the cost
which the policies impose on already strained social programs of the
country?™

The link between economic strain and the identification of immigration as a problem is
clear. The importance of examining immigration as a predictor of Reform support is not
only founded on its ties to economic strain; the concentration of immigrants in a federal
electoral district has been shown to have a significant explanatory value for Reform
support nationally. The effect of the strength of the immigrant population has generally
been found to strongly hinder Reform support.® However, recently Eagles et al have
found that concentrations of immigrants in some federal electoral districts “...appear to
help Reform candidates”, leading them to assert that “...it is tempting to interpret this as
evidence of a backlash vote among anglophone voters in these settings, a factor that
deserves explanation in future work.” &

The examination of immigration as an important demographic variable in Reform support
will be joined by the linguistic variable, specifically the preponderance of francophenes in--
a federal electoral district. The linguistic variable is similar to immigration in that botn
issues automatically identify “out-groups” in English-Canadian society, leading to the
possibility of scapegoating, especially in the context of economic difficuity. The linguistic
policies of the party have not escaped the economic rationale, with Reformers invoking
the prohibitive costs of Official Bilingualism.”

The explanatory value of the linguistic variable has already received some comment.

*Canada. House of Commons Debates, Tuesday, February 22, 1954; vol.133, no.027, 1st
session, 35th pariiament; p.1687-1688

5Flanagan, T.. Waiting for the Wave: The Reform Party and Preston Manning: Toronto: Stoddart
Publishing Co., Ltd.: 1995; p.158 ”

*Eagles. M., et al; “Ecological Models of Party Support: Pan-Canadian, Regional and Local
Pattems in the 1988 and 1993 General Elections”; paper presented to the Canadian Political Science
Association, Université du Québec 3 Montréal, June 4-6, 1995; p.23

"For example, a proposed policy resolution prezented to the party for its consideration at the 1994
Assembly in Ottawa reads “...The Reform Party advocates that federal funding of language legisiation and

bilingual bonuses for federal civil servants be discontinued™. Reform Party Proposed Policy Resolutions,

October 13-16, 1994, p.33 ’
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Johnston et al found, based on the 1992-3 Canadian Referendum and Election Study,
that

...& voter at the anti-French extreme was four times as likely to vote
Reform as the voter at the other end. None of the growth in the Reform
share {of vote intentiors during the election campaign) came from
francophiles. All of the combined-share growth toward the other end came
from Reform. Reform thus did two things at once. First, it increased the
system’s polarization on this dimensicn. In doing so, it must have
attracted francophobes across the board, not just from the old
Conservative bloc; but the Conservative bloc, was in fact, where
francophobes were disproportionately to be found.?

While the two studies cited comment on national trends affecting Reform’s national
electoral outlook, this study aims to determine how francophones and immigrants alike
have affected Reform’s electoral support in the province of Ontario.

. METHODOLOGY

The following observations are based on Statistics Canada census survey data,
including both the 1986 and 1891 censuses. The indicators selected were organized
according to federal electoral district, allowing comparisons to be drawn between
electoral data proper and socio-economic factors measured according to the same
geographical unit.® The data used here overcome some of the difficulties posed by
using opinion poil or other survey data. Such data are rarely organized in units smaller
than provinces. As well, the distribution of the sample is rarely consistent across
provincial regions. While survey data is useful in determining individual-level vote

choice, it does not easily allow comparison to previous and recorded electoral
behaviour.

Among economic sectors, the following were selected in order to obtain a reasonable
cross-section for the province. The data for each sector are the number of people
employed in the sector. Selected sectors were primary industry (PRIMIND), agriculture

B johnson, R., N. Nevitte, H. Brady, "Campaign Dynamics in 1993; Liberals, Conservatives, and
Reform®, paper presented to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Political Science Association, Calgary,
1994; 18-19 '

SData was used from the following tables developed by Statistics Canada: _Profile of Federal
Electoral Districts, Part A, Catalogue Number 93-335; Profile of F 1 El I Districts Part B. 1993.
1991 Census of Canada. Catalogue Number 93-336; Federal Electoral Districts 1987 Representation
Qrder: Part 1,1988. 1986 Census of Canada. Catalogue Number 94-133; Federal Electora! Districts 1987
Representation Qrder; Part 2 1988. 1986 Census of Canada. Catalogue Number 94-134
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(AGRIC86)™, manufacturing (MANU, MANUSS, DFMANU%86)'", communications
(COMM, COMMBSE), finance (FINANCE, FINANCES6) and the public sector (PUBSEC,
PUBSECS6, DFPUBSEC%). Other economic measures for which data was collected
are: labour force mobility (MOVE1YR, MOVESYR, MOVES6)* the unemployment rate
(UNEMP, UNEMP86, DFUNEMP), the incidence of low income (LOWINC, LOWINCSS,
DFLOWINC%)™, average income (AVGINC, Ao7SINC86) and median income (MEDINC,
MEDINCSs6).™

The two demographic variables of particular interest here are the effect exerted by
francophones and immigrants on Reform’s electoral support. The two demographic
variables which have been selected for analysis are represented by a number of
different measures. The rationale for d~2loping a number of different ways of
measuring the effect of language and immigration on Reform voting is based on the fact
that it is unclear when these variables are most important to partisan politics. For
instance, three measures were selected for the francophone variable: 1) the number of
people in the riding with French as their mother tongue (FRE100) in 1991, 2) the number
of people in the riding with French as their mother tongue (FRE10086) in 86, and 3) the
percentage of francophones in the district’'s population (FRE100%). The first measure
indicates whether it is the size of the francophone population in the district which
influences Reform support; it would indicate whether the presence of a Francophone
comrmunity significantly affects voting behaviour. The second measure would indicate
whether it is the size of the francophone population relative to the size of the district’s
population which is the determining factor. This would allow one to determine whether
the francophone community would exert an effect on electoral choice once a certain

“In the 1991 census data, the components of the “primary industry” category were not defined, It is
assumed that the following categories from the 1986 were collapsed together: agriculture and related
services, fishing and trapping, logging and forestry, mining,quarrying, and oit well industries.

-!'The coding for the economic indicators is as follows. When the prefix is not directly followed by
the numbers “86", the indicator is derived from the 1991 census. The “86" denotes that the data has been
drawn from the 1986 census. When the indicator begins with *DF” and ends with “%86" or "%", this means
the indicator is the measure of growth in employment in the industry as a percentage of the number of
pecople employed in that industry in 1985,

"*The mobility indicators measure those surveyed in 1891 by one year mobility status and five year
mobility status, The 1986 census did not make this distinction, measuring only mability status.

"*The low income indicators are based on the percentage incidence of low income among all
economic families in the federal electoral district.

“The average and median income indicators are based on the household income of all private
households in the federal electoral district.

"*The language indicators have “100" inciuded in their labels, indicating that the datais based on a

100% sample of the district's surveyed population, rather than 20%, which is the case with all of the other
indicators mentioned in this chapter.
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threshold is reached.

The logic used for the Francophone variable is replicated with the immigration variable.
However, a few more ways of measuring the effect immigration could have on electoral
choice were developed. The immigrant variable was measured in six ways: 1) the
number of immigrants in the district in 1991 (TIMMPOP), 2) the riumber of iminigrants in
the district in 1586 (TIMMPOPBSE), 3) the size of the immigrant population as a
percentage of the total population of the district (TIMMPOP%), 4) the percentage
increase of the immigrant population from 1986 to 1991 (INCIMM®%86), 5) the number of
immigrants in the district who arrived within the last 10 years (1981-1991) (RECIMM),
and 6) the proportion of recent immigrants relative to the total immigrant population
(RECIMM%). The rationale behind developing measures of recent immigration is that
the cuitural composition of Canada’s immigrants has changed in the last decade,
reflecting a greater racial diversity. The last two measures might indicate whether this
aspect of Canada’s immigration community affects Canadians’ vote choice.

Il. FINDINGS™

The analysis of socio-economic indicators has resuited in establishing a few generalized

findings for the-topic at hand. It is recognized that the relationships indicated by the

survey data are weak, yet statistically significant. Stronger comrelations between specific
variables and Reform support are found when the

I analysis of the non-survey data is reduced to the
Table IIL.1 Regression regional or local level, illustrating how different
Results for Selected variables have a greater or lesser impact on Reform
Variables and the Reform fortunes, as one moves about the province.
Party, 1993 Election. (All
Ontario. n=99) 1) All Ontario
Variable 12 +/- Province-wide trends in the census data are worthy of
- g . note. Of the variables studied, the six variables in
MANU i Table I1l.1 were found to exert the most effect. The inform.ation
DFMANU 18 |+ arising from the data is more clearly discemed when
examined in conjunction with Figure 1ll.1. The data
DFPUBSEC |.16 |+ illustrates that the strongest economic :
UNEMP 15 |- | :
FRE100% - }20 |-
LOWINC 29 |-

"*The ccrrelation coefficients presented in this chapter are selected from all of the regresssions fun
in the analysis. To see all of the regression data. see Appendix | of this thesis, ‘
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variable lending strength to Reform in Ontario is the growth, represented by labour force
employment, of the manufacturing and public sectors. The strongest correlations are
found with manufacturing sector, where the number of people employed in 1991, and
the percentage rate of growth in the industry since 1986 are both significant. These
findings seem to indicate that as economic stability increases, Reform support aiso
increases. Economic security, it would seem, is beneficial to Reform support in Ontario.

This trend is apparently mirrored in the public sector. The finding that the increase of
public sector employment aids Reform'’s electoral outiook may be the result of two
factors. Firstly, those who have obtained employment in the public sector, presumably
achieving a level of economic security, have opted to vote for the Reform party. Or,ina
second case, in those constituencies where public sector growth has occurred, Reform

has been able to win over voters who ideologically object to the increase of government
in their backyards.

The three indicators supporting Reform’s rise, while weak, beg the following question. If
the rise in the Reform party has been linked to economic dislocation and strain, how is it
that economic stability and security figure more positively on Reform’s fortunes? One
explanation may lie within the data itself. The 1991 survey data may have
underestimated the amount of economic instability brought on by the recession which
continued on into 1992. Another may be that strain which has allowed the rise of this
new fourth party in Ontario is not perched on a balance of economic malaise at all, but
that the professed concern with economic issues of the Party masks an alienation of a
different source.

Three variables stood out as detracting from Reform support. The strongest indicator
against Reform was in incidence of low income (as a percentage of economic families).
Figure 1ll.1 (d) shows that as electoral districts get poorer in Ontario, voters in those
districts tum away from the Reform altemnative, opting instead to stay withir the
established party system; or conceivably to abstain from voting all together, although
this is outside of the purview of the data. What is interesting is that while unemplioyment
and low income are highly collinear (0.77) , low income is a stronger deterrent to Reform
voting. Also, it is the condition of having a high proportion of people within the riding
itself, and not the worsening of this proportion, which was found to exert an effect.

This contrasts in part with the conclusions of Pinard—- whose conclusions, it must be
remembered, are based on individual-level voting pattems. He observes that new
political parties fail to eniist the support of the poor, an observation supported here while
using aggregate data. However, Pinard indicates that the poor will embrace a new
movement “...when the poor themselves are adversely affected by changes in their _

economic conditions™. 7 The data on Reform explored here indicate that further

Pinard, M. The Rise of a Third A Study in Crisis Pglitics: (Enlarged edition) Montréal:
McGill-Queen’s University Press; 1975; p.158
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adversity amongst low income families had not led them to adopt Reform's banner.

Of the demographic variables explored, the linguistic cleavages well-known to
Canadians have deterred Reform’s acceptance in the province— a result which was
entirely expected. The corresponding graph in Figure Il1.1 (e) shows that as the
percentage of francophones increases in the riding, Reform finds less support. The
graph also shows that language is a factor in voting

against Reform only when the concentration of Table II1.2 Regression
francophones reaches a threshold of approximately Results for Selected
10% of the population. Once this threshold is Variables and Reform
achieved, the minimum amount of scatter about the Support. 1993 Eiection
regression line illustrates the cohesiveness of the (Metropolitan Toronto,
francophone population in this particular voting n=23)
pattern.

Variable r2 +i-

The trends observed at the provincial level are subject

to variation across the province. The size of the COMMB86 04 |+

province of Ontario and the differences in economic COMM 022 | =

activity across the province would merit a look at how

the indicators under scrutiny effect vote outcomes in MEDINC 027 |+

different parts of the province. i
UNEMP 0.15 |-

2) Metropolitan Toronto TIMMPOP% | 0.21 |-

The findings for the metropolitan Toronto ridings, show LOWINC 0.26 |-
in Table 11l.2, demonstrate that different forces are at
work. In terms of variables contributing to Reform | TIMMPOPS6 | 0.4
support, manufacturing seems to have ceded its place

to the communications sector, despite the fact that manufacturing employed 16% of
metropolitan Toronto's labour force in 1991, as opposed to 4% for the communications
industry. This finding may reflect the growth capacity of the communications industry,
especially in the development of the post-industrial, knowledge-based economy. This
finding may well confirm the overall trend observed at the provincial level— that is, that
economic security encourages voters to opt for the new partisan alternative. However,
aside from communications, the sectoral analysis contributed little to our understanding
of Reform in the Toronto area. The difficulty with applying a sectoral economic analysis
to metropolitan Toronto, linking economic activity and vote choice, is that the number of
people 'woiking in an industry in a riding does not necessarily equate to the number of
reuple working and /iving in the riding. This is generally true of any region studied here;
however, because of the urban concentration of the metropolitan Toronto area and the
number of ridings it contains, the economic disiocation occurring in one riding will effect
the economic fortunes, and possibly the voting patterns, of people in a number of
different ridings. The possible effect then that economic dislocation might have on
voting patterns is obscured because the ripple is muted across a number of ridings.
Thus the changes in economic activity in a particular industry would be felt to a much
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smaller degree in that same riding than in a region such as northem Ontario.

Perhaps a surpnising addition to the variables working in favour of Reform is median
income, as opposed to average family income, which was found to have no effect. This
may indicate that the average family income is flawed as an indicator because it is
subject to inflation due to the inclusion in the sample of a few high-income eamers. The
stronger relevance of the median income indicator may be a better measure of middle-
class support. The fact that Reform's electorai hances improve as the fortunes of the
middle class also improve confirms the obse~ tion that Reform is a vehicle of the
economically secure. The presence again 2 proportion of low income families in the
riding as a significant ecological deterrent o Reform success strengthens the
impression that Reform has been adopted by the ideclogically conservative of Ontario’s
middle class.

The greatest factor detracting from Reform'’s support in Toronto is, as expected, the
concentration of immigrants in metropolitan Toronto.  With an r2 value of .40, the size
of the immigrant population in Toronto (as measured by the 1986 census) is the
strongest socio-economic detractor to Reform’s expansion in Ontario’s capital city. This
finding indicates that as the number of immigrants increases in the riding, Reform
support also decreases. The second measure of immigration found to exert some effect
was the relative size of the immigrant population to that of the federal electoral district,
with an r2 value of .21. These two measures would indicate that it is the size of the
immigrant population itseif which exerts a stronger effect on aggregate voting, rather
than its relative size in the riding. What ments further attention is why the size of the
immigrant population as it was surveyed in 1986 is more useful to understanding Reform
voting in 1993 than the data we have of the immigrant population of 1981. In other
words, why is the measure TIMMPOPS6 stronger than TIMMPOP? Also, why were the
other measures of immigration found to have virtually no effect on Reform voting?'®

One explanation which would seem to account for the discrepancies found in the
immigration measures is the delay from when an immigrant enters the country and when
an immigrant is accorded the right to vote.™ [n this case, the immigrant population as
surveyed in 1986 would be more representative of the voters within the immigrant
community in 1993. This delay would also expiain why the increase in the immigrant
population since 1986 and the presence, relative or absolute, of recent immigrants has
little to no effect on the voting tendencies of the immigrant community as a whole.

"The findings for the immigration measures for metro Toronto are as follows: 1) TIMMPOP:
r2=0.11, 2) INCIMM%86: r2=0. 12, 3) RECIMM: r2=0.04, 4) RECIMM%: r2=0.00

Yan immigrant must be in Canada for a minimum of three years in order to attain citizenship, and
hence the right to vote in federal and provincial elections.
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3) Bastern Ontario Table [IL3 Regression
Results for Selected
Variables and Reform
Support, 1993 (Eastern
Ontario, n=10)

If immigration is one of the key regional factors
at play in the Toronto area, some of the factors
distinguishing Eastern Ontario as a region and
to which voters could be expected to respond

are the importance of the francophone Variable |12 | +/-
community across the region, and the

predominance of the public sector. If the public MEDINC | .33 |+
sector is the “core of the Ottawa economy”, itis R ,

S0 because of the relatively weak economy of MANU 21 |+

the rest of the region. As Graham White LOWINC | .38 |-
asserts, “...apart from the north, the east is

generally the most ecor;?mically depressed FRE100 39 |-
region of the province™.“” This is to be UNEMP PEE '

countered somewhat by the development of a
vibrant high-tech sector, as “...the Ottawa area
is becoming the ‘Silicon Valiley’' of Canada,...home to some three hundred firms in the
high-tech/computer fields".?' The specificity of the region is also characterized by the
notable presence of francophones, as the counties of Glengarry, Prescott, Russell,
Stormont, and the Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carieton are considered among the
principal designated French areas of Ontario, guaranteeing the francophone popuiations
in these areas that provincial government services will be provided in the French
language.®

In the national capital region and the federal electoral districts of eastern Ontario,
Reform confronted the very established presence of the Liberal Party. In the most
francophone of Ontario’s regions, the Liberal Party was in little danger of electoral upset
from the upstart Reform Party. Given the findings of Johnston et al® that Reform’s
support on a national level is bolstered by the disproportionate support of francophobe
voters, it is no surprise that the number of francophone voters in a riding is a strong
deterrent to Reform’s success, as demonstrated in table 11.3. While the Liberal Party
remains a credible option for francophone voters in eastern Ontario, this pattern is
unlikely to change.

*%White, G. (ed); Government and Politics in Ontario: 4th edition; Scarborough: Nelson Canada:
1980; p.20

*bid.; p.23

“Ibid.; p.37

~—

= Johnston, R., N. Nevitte, H. Brady: "Campaign Dynamics in 1993: Liberals, Conservatives, and
Reform"”; 1994; 18-19 o
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Two other variables proved strong in detracting from Reform's electoral momentum.
The strongest of deterrents to Reform in Eastern Ontario is unemployment-- indeed, the
effect unemployment has on Reform support is stronger in this region than the rest of
Ontario. The strong effect of low income is closely related to the unemployment rate.
The overall provincial trend, where those with limited means remain impervious to the
Reform alternative, is confirmed. Interestingly, perhaps, while unemployment and low
income are strongly but negatively related to the strength of the public sector, public
sectcr stability has no efizct on Reform support.

The economic analysis undertaken here has yielded little in terms of beneficial indicators
for Reform support, but the analysis has confirmed voting trends observed across the
province. Only two variables leant a hand to Reform, both of which are familiar to the
reader. As employment in the manufacturing sector increases across the region, and as
median family incomes rise, Reform’s electoral position grows stronger. However, what
works for Reform runs head on into the much
stronger forces which deter it.

Table HI.4 Regression Results
) for Selected Variables and
4) Northern Ontario Reform Support, 1993

Northern Ontario is a region whose economy is (Northern Ontario, n=15)

particularly subject to instability, due to the region’s Variable 2 |+
reliance on commodity markets. “ The north's
settlement pattern is characterized by isolated INCIMM?%86 | .64 |+

resource-based single-industry communities subject

0 37
to great variations in economic prosperity.” 2 The DFPUBSEC% | 42 |~

two largest cities are Sudbury and Thunder Bay, DFMANU% 31 |+
whose econormies represent the hubs of the mining -
and forestry/grain transportation industries MOVESYR S0 |+

respectively. A host of other northern communities

are tied the extraction of various minerals, such as AGRICS6 19 |-
Timmins, Elliot Lake, Wawa, and Kirkland Lake. DFLOWINC 31 |-

This economic profile indicates that instability is a

normal characteristic of the region. Aside from this (FRE100  }52 [- |

economic profile, northern Ontario distinguishes

itself as fostering an important francophone

community, with the districts of Cochrane, Temiscaming, Sudbury, Algoma, Nipissing,
and the Regional Municipality of Sudbury also being designated as communities where
provincial government services are guaranteed in the French language.

in northern Ontario we find some of the strongest correlations yielded in this analysis.
The strongest positive variable is the percentage increase in the immigrant population
over the five year period from 1986 to 1991. Figure !11.2 illustrates that as the ratio of

*White, G.; Government and Politics jn Qntario; p.25-26
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7§ OFPUBSEC%  -0.37 0.79 0.41 0.47 0.31 1.00

immigrants relative to the total population in the 15 federal ridings increases, Reform
support also increases. This trend would suggest two possible scenarios— first, whether
the immigrant population itself has found favour with the Reform Party, and it is lending
the party its concerted support, or second there is a backlash occurring against the
small immigrant population. The first option seems unlikely, since the size of the
immigrant population in northem Ontario is not sufficiently large to reach a threshold
where a concerted bloc vote among

immigrants wouid be likely. As well, it Figure JI.2

does not seem reasonable to suggest
that the voting patterns of a small
immigrant population, spread over a large
geographical area, woulid cohesively
support the partisan unknown. Also, as
we have seen with the immigration
measures in Toronto, a potentially large
proportion of the immigrant population
may not have the right to vote. The
second option, that of a reactionto a 0 : ' = =

small sector of the population changing at -30% -20% -10% 0% 10% 20%
a relatively quick rate, is more credible— incimm¥%86 (North)
especially if one takes into account the
economic vulnerability of the region.

o
Y

o
w

e
-

Reform Suppori 1993
(=]
[ 8

The three other variables contributing to Reform support in northem Ontario—the growth
of the manufacturing and public sectors and labour force mobility, reinforce once again
that economic stability is favourable to Reform’s electoral outlook. A further look at how
these variables interact by constructine a correlation matrix is useful:

% -
Table 11l.5 Correlation Matrix for Selected Independent Variabies (Northern Ontarin), 1991 and|
1986 Census Data

FRE100 INCIMM%86 MOVESYR AGRICS86 DFMANU% DFPUBSEC% DFLOWINC%
FRE100 1.00

INCIMM%86 -0.61 1.00
MOVESYR -0.356 0.76 1.00
AGRIC8E -0.49 0.58 0.44 1.00
DFMANU% -0.22 0.38 0.45 -0.05 1.00

The correlation matrix measures the degree of collinearity among independent variables.
The closer the correlation approaches 1.00, the greater the relationship between the two
variables. Table IIl.5 demonstrates that the increase in the immigrant population is also
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closely related to the increase in labour force mobility and employment growth in the
public sector. This might indicate that Reform is not only bolstered by good economic
conditions, but also by the suggestion that the jobs available in the public sector are
being filled by immigrants coming into the ares.

The variables which detracted from Reform support are by now famiiiar. The number of
francophones, just as in eastern Ontario, hinders Reform’s attractiveness to a district's
voters. With seven® of northem Ontario’s 15 ridings having populations where over 10%
are francophones, the Reform Party faces a strong obstacle to its success in the region.
What is new among those variables w.ich detract from Reform support is the level of
people employed in the agricultural sector. While the effect exerted by this variable is
weak, it echoes the findings of the previous chapter—nameiy that rural Ontario has not
embraced the Reform phenomenon at this early stage of the party’s history in the
province. It is also noteworthy that it is only in northemn Ontario, the least urbanized and

least populated of Ontario’s regions, where this variable was found to exert any effect at
all.

The contrast remains that in the region where the correlations between Reform support
and socio-economic indicators are the strongest is a region where Reform presented
litle challenge to Liberal candidates in 1993. The Liberal Party is the obvious
beneficiary of economic strain in the region—a fact aided no doubt by the Liberal Party's
strategic emphasis on Canada’s employment situation in the election campaign. The
question before Reform strategists would be whether they can make themselives more
palatable to francophone voters overall, and whether they can force a leap of faith
among insecure voters who still find comfort in their partisan standby.

5) Western Ontario

Westemn Ontario is perhaps one of Ontario’s most stable regions in terms of its
economic base. It houses the all-important automobile and auto-parts industry,
representing the most important section of Ontario’s and Canada’s manufacturing base.
While the manufacturing sector has experienced significant job losses in the last
recession, “the industry has remained generally stable and prosperous™.?® The effects of
the recession have been mitigated somewhat by the development of an electronics and
technology sector in the London-Guelph-Waterloo area. The region is also heavily
urbanized, with six of the largest ten urban centres of the province.”’ However, the

> These ridings are Algoma, Coctirane-Superior, Nickel Belt, Nipissing, Sudbury, Timiskaming and
Timmins-Chapleau.

*White, G.; Govemment and Politics in Ontarrio; p.28

“bid.; p.22. These are: Hamilton, St Catharines-Niagara, London, Kitchener-Waterioo, Windsor,
and Oshawa..
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urbanization of the region is contrasted by the importance of the agricultural sector, as
the region also contains the largest portion of the province’s prime agricultural and.?®

In terms of the political landscape, the west has traditionally been dominated by the
Conservative party in provincial elections, aithough the realignments in the 1987 and
1890 elections have taken their toll on the Conservative hold in the area.® The
congruence confirmed in the previous chapter between the strength of the Reform base
and prior Conservative suppcert holds true especially in westemn Ontario, at the federal
level as well. As Flanagan notes, “...Reform did best in Ontario in the outer suburbs of
Toronto, the cottage country of central Ontario, and the Niagara peninsula—all formerly
Conservative bastions.”™ Indeed, of all the regions under consideration here, Reform
achieved its best electoral results in the west, winning an average of 24% of the popular
vote, with 11 of the 46 ridings achieving between 20% and 29% of the vote, and 5
ridings passing the 30% popular vote mark.®

The results of the sectoral and demographic analysis are easily summarized. Only two
variables were shown to exert any effect on Reform voting in western Ontario. Of all the
variables tested, the proportion of low income families in the riding (LOWINC: r2=0.21)
and the rate of unemployment (UNEMP: r2=0.22) detracted from Reform support,
continuing the provincial trend which has become a familiar aspect of this analysis.
Aside from the continuing indifference of the less fortunate in Ontario, this sector level
analysis cannot point to an economic strain or instability which can explain the strength
of Reform support in this region. This would lead me to suggest that the more important
determinants of Reform’s breakthrough in western Ontario lie solely within the party
system and the configuration of partisan competition.

Hl. CONCLUSION

The socic-economic analysis undertaken here attempted to discuss how economic
factors present at the regional level affected Reform’s electoral support in Ontario. If
there is one trend which arose from the analysis, it is that as the economic security or
stability of the region increases, Reform benefits. The core definition or criterion of this
stability has been the increase of employment within a cross-section of industry-types. It
would seem that the objective condition of economic strain, simply the loss of-
employment, does not help, but hinders, the rise of Ontario’s new partisan competitor.

*Ibid.; p.20
“Ibid.; p.247

*Flanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave; p.155. The areas of Ontario mentioned by Flanagan in this
quotation were subsumed under the heading of western Ontario in this analysis.

*'The popular vote share in the 46 ridings of westem Ontario ranged from 10.1% to 37.9%, the
highest vote electing a Reform Member of Parliament (Simcoe-Centre).
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This quickly leads to a consideration of whether the data used in this analysis sufficiently
measure economic strain. If one accepts the thesis of Pinard that economic strain is a
key condition which facilitates the emergence of 2 minor party, then the strain which
motivates Reform voters increases: as the material ability of the Reform voters to meet
the needs of themselves and their families also increases. Those facing the strain bomn
of basic economic survival seem to remain impervious to Reform's charms. This finding
based on aggregate data is supported by the study of individual-level data, where it can
be shown that, in cases where the local rate of unemployment of the respondent is high,
Reform garners support from those who are not scared of losing their jobs.* The
Reform vote, it would seem, is that of the egocentric and the economically secure.

The importance of strain, particularly with respect to the Reform movement, is one of
perception rather than direct influence on the lives of Reform voters. The basis of
economic strain benefitting Reform has not been discened by the data used here. The
key tgs the answers sought here would seem to lie in individual-leve! public opinion

data.

Several authors have pointed out how economic strain, more widely defined, has
impacted in a more intangible manner, on the insecurity of Reform's key constituency:
the middle class. Patten writes:

The changing structure of the labour market, the sharp decline in real
wage gains over the past decade, the long-term secular upward trend in
unemployment, and the phenomenon known as “the declining
rniddle”...has made like more difficult for many “middle Canadians™.

Job anxiety and job insecurity, mounting frustration with increasing marginal tax rates, all
are potent aspects of economic strain which cannot be measured solely by examining
levels of labour force participation across a region. These types of strain are best
discerned through the use of individual-level survey data.

It is perhaps tautological to suggest that by advancing a political and economic agenda
favouring the interests of the “average Canadian taxpayer”, the Reform party has been
able to mobilize this much touted strain. As long as voters see themselves as ordinary
and essentially in line with the mainstream, paying taxes at no matter which level,
Reform has the necessary basis to win over Ontario’s voters. Itis perhaps necessary

3 See Gingras, F.P., B. Gauthier, and F. Graves: "La question du chémage et le caractére distinctf
de 'électorat québécoise au scrutin fédéral de 1993 Revue qu ise de science politique; (4 paraitre)

 1bid.

patten, S.; " A Polttical Economy of Reform: Understanding Middle Class Support for Manning's
Right-libertarian Populism™, paper prepared for presentation to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Political
Science Association, Calgary, Alberta, June 12-14, 1994; p.21
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only to couch the Reform message in these terms, rather than on a more revolutionary
message of fundamental conflict between citizens and elites, in order to achieve the
same effect.
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Chapter 4: Ontario’s Reform Party Candidates

he expansion of the Reform Party outside its western stronghold in preparation
¢y for the national electoral contest of 1993 necessitated a change in the party’s

: mobilization strategy. One obviously could not woo Ontario by trumpeting the
@II of western distress in Confederation and the ills inflicted by Ontario, wittingly or
unwittingly, on the citizens of Outer Canada. The new partv had to sell itself to voters
nationally. For this reason, the planks of the national campaign must have heen -
selected—fiscal reform, pariiamentary reform, and criminal reform--with an eye to make
pailatable to voters a party whose previous rhetorical positioning cast these same voters
in an unfavourable light.” The necessity for Reform to make a rhetorical leap {o win
Ontario voters was clear; the nationalization of the party’s rhetoric and its platform was
underway by the time the electoral writ was dropped.® The national campaign platform
provided the framework in which Reform’s electoral candidates could solicit support
irrespective of provincial origin; what remains unexplored is how candidates in Ontario
prioritised or tailored the Reform message to bring the voters home.

The previous chapters of this study have explored the political opportunities and
economic strains which underlie Reform’s electoral standing in Ontario. While these
chapters have been based on constituency-level data and illustrate how political and
economic factors relate to electoral outcomes, they cannot comment on how the party
achieved these outcomes. The data cannot help us understand the rhetorical bases on
which the voters were courted. As such, the statistical and electoral data previously
introduced here provide an incomplete view of the Reform party and its effort to achieve
national office. Other data sources must fill the void.

It is for this reason that the candidates who ran for office under the Reform banner in
Ontario were surveyed. The aim of the survey was three-fold. Firstly and most
importantly, the survey was designed to gain a glimpse at how candidates weigh the
importance of key issues as a basis for their involvement in the party and as a basis of
their task to win electoral support. A guiding principle of this study has been that whiie
national electoral campaigns and the cenduct of the party leader are key aspects of

'Flanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave: The Reform Party and Preston Manning: Toronto: Stoddart
Publiching Co., Ltd.. 1995; p.53. Flanagan describes the initial strategic positioning adopted by Manning as
a “party of the West', although it is clear from his writings and from those of Preston Manning that the leader
was careful to allow the party the rhetorical room in order to remain credible if expansion did indeed occur.
See as well Manning, E.P.; The New Canada: Toronto: Macmillan Canada; 1992

*Scholtz, C.; “The Peform Party of Canada: The Transmission and Evolution of 2 Nationalist
Message", paper presented to the New York State Political Science Association Annual Meetings; Albany,
New York; April 1984 . One of the key illustrations of this paper was that through a content analysis of the
Ref~rmer, the newsletter of Reform party members, the rhetoric of the party had by 1992 aimost completely

//removed the predominance of the party’s previous regionalist orientation in favour of a more national
audience,
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presenting a coherent, viable, and organized campaign, candidates have some
discretion with regards to the tailoring or pricritization of the electoral message to suit
the perceived interests of their potential constituents. Of interest then, is how Ontario’s
voters were courted by Reform's electoral frontline. In the era of the national media-
centred campaign, it is clear that the fate of the candidate is beholden far more to the
conduct of the party leader, the voters’ evaluation of the party's past accomplishments
or faults, and the coherence of the national strategy and party programme than by the
actions of the candidate himself. Indeed, examination of survey data gathered during the
1993 election campaign shows that th~se three items were the most important factors in
determining the vote irientions of Ontario’s voters.® The point of this study is not to
determine whether the candidate’s message actually convinced anyone; it is to explore
how or whether party activists organized their message to achieve its maximum effect
for an electorate largely unfamiliar with fourth-party altematives, the populist tradition of
the West, and the Manning political pedigree.

The introductory chapter autlined the basic categorization of issue areas which the
Reform party is expected to use. The categories have been designated as follows:
1)citizen marginalization and alienation, 2) fiscal reform, 3)criminal reform, 4)regional
discontent, and 5) social reform and traditional values. The survey devoted most of its
attention to the first three items, since these were the issues around which the campaign
was buiit. It has been hypothesized that, since economic factors were found to have an
underwhelming effect on vote intentions particularly in light of the attention paid it by the
party leaders, the Reform party organized its electoral message in Ontario on the basis
of citizen's 2'".2nation from politics generally and their marginalization from the party
system in particular. The mobilization of the Ontario electorate and to a wider extent the
Canadian public under the cleavage of alienation has interesting implications for the
conduct of Canadian party politics.

The second aim of the survey was to develop an understanding of the candidates
themselves and the political organization they participated in building. Reform has been
familiar to westermn voters since 1987. The chalienge of building a new poiitical party in a
province largely unfamiliar with the populist tradition in a short period of time merits our
attention. Thirdly, the survey gave candidates the opportunity to evaluate which political
and economic factors their experience informed them to be key determinants of Reform
support at the riding level. The assessment of these factors from the people directly
involved provides an important confirnation of previously determined correlates of
support, or may lead us to rethink or reorder the conclusions to which we have already
come,

“The following percentage of Ontario's voters surveyed indicated that each respective items most
influenced their vote intentions: 1) the party programme: 33%, 2) the party's past accomplishments: 19%, 3)
aversion of other parties: 17%. and 4) the party leader: 10%. See Gingras, F.P., B. Gauthier, F. Graves;
“La question du chdmage et le caractére distinctif de I'électorat québécois au scrutin fédéral de 1993

Revue québécoise de science politigue , No.27 (forthcoming 1995).
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. METHODOLOGY

The candidate’s questionnaire was developed in the winter of 1994, and after receiving
the approval of the Human Research Ethics Commitiee of the Faculty of Social
Sciences of the University of Ottawa, it was mailed to Reform candidates in February of
1885. Of the 97 questionnaires distributed, 51 were returned, achieving a respoise rate
of 53%. The candidates were assured that the reporting of the survey results would not
be used to identify them personally unless their permission t¢ do so was obtained. In an
effort to ensure the highest possible response rate, a letter of introducticn and
endorsement from Mr. Ed Harper, Reform Member of Parliament (Simcoe-Centre)
accompanied the questionnaire. It was originally intended that the results of the survey
be analysed not oniy on a provincial level, but on a regional level as well. Of the 10
questionnaire sent to eastem Ontario, 8 were received (response rate=80%); of the 15
sent to the north, 6 were received (response rate=43%); of the 22 sent to Toronto, 9
were returned (response rate=41%); and finally, of the 51 questionnaires sent to
western Ontario, 28 were returned (response rate=55%). While the small sample size
of the east and the north may cause difficulties in terms of statistical validity, the high
response rate for eastern Ontario in particular does not prevent one from citing
responses as typical of the region, if so called for.

The questionnaire itself was composed of four main sections.® The first was designed to
establish the candidates’ previous community and political involvement. The second
called upon the candidates to identify the economic profile of their ridings. The third was
the most intensive section of the questionnaire, focusing on the 1993 election period.
Candidates were asked to evaluate what they considered to be among the most
important political, economic, organizational, and programmatic factors influencing
Reform support in their ridings specifically, and the national Reform campaign generally.
The last section focused on questions which would allow one to build a profile of the
Reform candidate.®

Il. FINDINGS

A, Issue Areas

The concept of a party’s issue univer_se is based on the observation that in the given

*The candidate questionnaire appears in its entirety in Appendix 2 of this thesis.

*The candidate questionnaire, the last section of the survey in particular, borowed heavily from the
survey developed by Keith Archer and Faron Ellis of the University of Calgary in their work specifically
regarcing the Reform delegates to the 1992 Assembly. | would like to thank Keith Archer for giving me
access to his survey. Fora look at his results, see Archer, K. and F. Ellis; "Opinion Structure of Party

Activists: The Reform Party of Canada™; Canadian Journai of Political Science; Vol 27 No.2 (June 1994);
p.277-308 ' P



time period of an election, competitive political parties must choose the issues they have
the best choice of “winning”, and develop a campaign around those issues. The choice
of such issues available to a given political party is constrained to a degree, since the
party can choose to highlight its strength from among those issues it has achieved a
degree of credibility before the writ is dropped. While the party may speak to a host of
policy issues in the party programme outside of election time, it can only afford to focus
the public’s attention to one or a few key issues during the election period. As outlined
in the introductory chapter, the success of electoral debate can be measured by the
ability of the party to make the focus of the election period those issues on which the
party is strongest.

1. Citizen Marginalization and Alienation

Table IV.1 Factors Motivating Participation in the Reform Party among 1993 electoral
candidates (Ontario), n=51° L ]
Suggested Response Number of candidates
The leadership of Preston Manning 19
I was equally dissatisfied with all other political parties 21
The Reform party opposed the Charlottetown Accord and the elites 3
which endorsed it.
The Reform party was the only party which would represent the 8
concerns of my region in Ottawa
1 liked the Reform position on Official Languages policy 4
1 liked the Reform position on deficit reduction 29
1 liked the Reform position on cutting social programs 1
1 liked the Reform position on immigration 7
| liked the Reform position on parliamentary reform 22
I liked the Reform position on criminal justice reform 12
| liked the Reform position on one other issue. Please specify which 1
issue:
| knew other people involved in the party 0
None of the above apply. 14

As it has been hypothesized that the issue space of citizen marginalization/ alienation
will form the major plank of the candidates’ message, it shouid be explained further.

The cleavage between citizens and the elites has especially in the Reform case taken
on the form of the “special interest” dialogue. According to this dialogue, bureaucrats,
feminists, environmentalists, homosexuals, racial and linguistic minorities have taken the

*The question read:if you were to identify THREE FACTORS as the most important reasans why
you became active within the Reform party, what would they be?
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policy process hostage, denying the average Canadian a voice in government or
society. The marginalization of the citizen is also a key aspect of Reform’s push for
parliamentary reform. The populist push for referenda and recall are justified because it

is only through these measures that the accountability of politicians 1o théir constitents™ ™

can be assured.

The survey asked several questions which are relevant to how citizen marginalization
and zlienation fared as a theme among Ontario’s Reform candidates. When asked to
identify the three most important factors why the candidates became active within the
party, the respondents, as iliustrated in Table IV.1, chose 1) the Reform position on
deficit reduction, 2) the Reform position on parliamentary reform, and 3) their
dissatisfaction with all other political parties. When asked to choose the single most
important of these factors, deficit reduction was chosen most often. It is interesting to
note that “the opposition of the party to the Charlottetown Accord and the elites which
endorsed it” was not favoured by Reform candidates who joined the party after the
October 1992 Referendum. While one of the reasons cited for Canadians’ rejection of
the Chariottetown accord was their disenchantment with the political elites,” the
mobilization vaiue of the agreement, according to these results, is weak. The alienation
unieashed and validated by the referendum has not been effectively channelled into the
party system. Although the underlying causes of the agreement's failure remain, the
ceferendum itself in this respect seems almost a non-event.

The candidates were also asked to rate the importance of a variety of issues on
Reform’s popularity in their ridings. Table V.2 summarizes the results below. Four
questions asked related to the marginalization/ alienation issue space. These results of
these questions demonstrate a very high consensus among Reform candidates on the
importance to the party’s popularity of Reform’s populist stance against special interests
and the perception of its member-driven decision-making hierarchy. These two items
were considered the two most important reasons given for Reform’s popularity, more
important than the unpopuiarity of the Mulroney/Campbell Conservatives or the
leadership of Preston Manning.®

The other two items in Table IV.2 show that the perception of Reform'’s uncompromising
stance vis-a-vis Québec’s interests is more important to its popularity in Ontario that the
Reform party’s stance against the Charlottetown Accord. The direct identification of a
special interest seems to increase the relevance of the question to Reform’s popularity
than the document which was seen to pander to spegcial interests. The results regarding

"See Luszlig, M.; “Constitutional Paralysis: Why Canadian Constitutional Initiatives are Doomed to

Fail", Canadian Journal of Political Science; Vol. 27:4 (December 1894). p.749, 764 as well as LeDuc, L.,
and Pammett, J.H.; “Referendum Voting: Attitudes and Behaviour in the 1992 Constitutional Referendum®:

Canadian Joumal of Political Science; Vol.281 (March 1995); p.3-33.

*The results of the Guestions pertaining to the leadership of Preston Manning and the unpopularnty
of the Conservatives are presented in Table V.8
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the Charlottetown Accord indicate that the impact of the Accord was mixed, with
approximately the same amount of candidates divided across degrees of importance.

————— A S

Table IV.2 Reform Candidates’ Evaluation of Importance of Issues to Reform Support
in their Riding (% of respondents)
Importance®

LOW MIDDLE  HIGH
1. Reform’s fight against the influence of special 0% 18% 82%
interests in policy making (n=51)
2. The Reform Party’s policy of bottorn-up 0% 28% 72%
decision-making within the party (n=50)
3. The Reform Party’s refusal to “make deals” with 14% _  47% 399%
Quebec (n=51) e
4. The Reform Party's opposition to the ap o o o
Charlottetown Accord (n=51) W% 3% 37%

Candidates were asked to evaluate the electoral platform at »~*h the nationa; =nd riding
levels, by disagreeing or agreeing with a series of statements. .ne questions ai. owed
the candidate to evaluate what strategies were particularly effective with the campaign
and what issues would have received more attention. Of these statements the
following are relevant to the issue space of marginalization and alienation:

’Respondents were asked to rate the degree of importance of each question on a scale from 1to 7.
Responses from 1 to 3 are considered of iow importance, 4 to 5 of moderate importance, and 6 to 7 of high
importance., '
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. Table V.3 Candidates’ Resgnse to Use of Electoral Platform g% of respondents)

Agree/Disagree
Totally Moderately Totally

Disagree Agree Agree

1. The Reform campaign did not emphasize 36% 34% 30%
enough how people feel excluded from politics

(n=50)

2. In my campaign, | emphasized that the 8% 10% 82%

average voter could not be heard in the other

political parties (n=51)

3. During my campaign, | found that Reform o o —a0
supporters in my riding felt that the elites were 12% 14% 4%

running the country (n=51)

Table IV.3 shows that there is a high degree of consensus among Reform candidates
that 2 cleavage between citizens and elites exists; the candidates also agreed very
strongly that the exclusion citizens felt from the party system and these elites was used
to sell the Reform option. One of the strongest messages sent to voters in the Ontario
campaign was that the party was a vehicle for the poiitically marginalized. It is also clear
that there is little consensus among Ontario’s candidates of whether this exclusion of
people from politics should have received more attention, with only 36% of candidates
indicating that the attention paid the subject was satisfactory.

Table IV.4 Responses to the question: “Before the 1993 generai election campaign,
The Reform Party was unfamiliar to many of Ontario’s voters. How did you explain

what Reform had to offer the voters in your riding? (N=43) .

Parliamentary Reform/Populism 40%
Fiscal Reform/Debt/Deficit 23%
Criminal Reform 16%
Systemic Change 9%
Equal Citizenship 7%
Common Sense of Canadians 5%

The candidates were allowed the opportunity to outiine the terms in which they
explained to voters in their riding what Reform had to offer. The responses to this
question reflected the three major themes of the national campaign, with the majority of
comments dealing with fiscal issues, parliamentary reform, and criminal reform. The
candidates had thus remained contained within the discursive boundaries established by
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the national campaign. Table IV.4 presents a quick illustration of which comments
received the most attention.

What was gleaned from this question was that of all the themes open to candidates to
promote the Reform cause, parliamentary reform was the most popular, with 40% of
comments made. Fiscal reform and the deficit issues lagged behind at 23% of
comments made. The discourse of parliamentary reform is couched in the language of
alienation and marginalization, which is clear in the selection of comments below:

"Parliament has been emasculated”

. "The Charlottetown Accord is an example of how Parliament is
unaccountable”

. "will of the majority must be respected”

. "we have little control over politicians—we need systernic change to make
politicians accountzble”

. "need democratic reform so that the collective will of Canadians is no
longer ignored”

. "populism demands accountability”

. "expressed disgust with the Tories, the Liberals, the NDP, and the
bureaucrats”

. "enforce accountability through recall”

. "the government has allowed the moral and cultural fabric to deteriorate to

please minorities”

This particular question of the survey is a reflection of what candidates remembered
their campaign messages to be. It is retrospective and subject to error. However, this
finding would indicate that although deficit reduction znd fiscal management were the
initial primary motivating factor for the candidates, 1t is the theme of alienation and
marginalzation which was used the most to convince voters to vote Reform. One
candidate indicated that if he were to change anything about the national campaign, he
would have switched the emphasis from deficit reduction to parliamentary reform at the
mid-campaign point—to bring the campaign more in line, perhaps, with how the party
was being sold on the ground. Given the finding by Turcotte and Gingras et al (1994)
that economic issues did not have a “discriminating impact” on vote intentions and that
other issues brought the voters home, the emphasis on the Reform party as the vehicle
for the disaffected is significant. The populist dimension of Reform, in rhetoric if not in
practice, is the most distinguishing ideological factor between Reform and the
Conservatives—the difference between the disaffected and the affected of the Canadian
right, if you will.

The survey alsc tapped in the feeling of alienation and marginalization behind Reform’s
electoral appeal with the following question. When asked to identify the three most
important political factors which the candidates considered most helpful to the Reform
party in their riding, the third choice of a majority of candidates was the populist, anti-
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elitist nature of the party and its positioning at a time when disgust for the “old-line”
parties was high. It is also clear that the populist, anti-elitist aura of the party which is so
favoured is seen to be separate from Reform’s objection to the Charlottetown Accord—
an option presented to the candidates which solicited no support. The Charlottetown
Accord, much as the negative referendum vote was touted as common Canadians’
rejection of elitism and special interest pandering, has not captured the imagination of
Reformers or motivated further involvement in the party. it is ironic perhaps that this be
$0, considering the Accord offered Canadians a degree of parliamentary reform
previously unheard of.

The resuits of the survey would seem to confirm the hypothesis that Ontario's voters are
courted on the basis that they are part of an excluded majority whose only real
alternative is the populist Reform alternative. The message is at heart a simple one:
the Canadian electorate is divided between the powerful and the powerless, and that the
majority of Canadians cannot count themselves among the fortunate powerful few.

2. Fiscal/Economic

The next issue set put under scrutiny is that which seemed to dominate the election
campaign for the Canadian right-wing—fiscal reform and deficit reduction—and is a key
issues in the Reform rhetorical constellation. As mentioned previously, the Reform
Party’s position on deficit reduction and fiscal reform proved the most effective in
bringing Reform candidates to the Reform fold. It is also the second most important
message used by Reform candidates in the election campaign. The rhetoric of deficit
reduction holds little surprise. A sampling of the candidates’ comments is as follows:

"the party’s over—Reform cuts better now that more debt late”

. "We must live within our fiscal means”

. "Deficit reduction leads to lower taxes, lowers the cost of business, and
creates employment”

. "deficit attack to save social programs”

The rhetoric tying the Zero-in-Three deficit reduction plan to saving social programs
found support among candidates as well when an absolute majority (55%) indicated that
the Reform party’s policy on cuts to social program spending was deemed moderately
important to Reform popularity, with 21% considering the issue very important.
Candidates strongly disagreed (82%) with the statement that the Reform campaign did
not emphasize enough the debt/deficit crisis facing Canada. The debt and deficit was
also identified by the candidates as the most important economic factor benefitting
Reform, along with the tax burden faced by people in the riding. The survey was thus
able to confirm that which fiscal reform is an important mobilizing factor among Reform
activists and, in their estimation, of their electorate as well: however, the fiscal message
cedes its place to the issues of marginalization and alienation in terms of the emphasis
accorded it on the ground. The survey also allows one to revisit some of the economic
themes explored in the previous chapter.

= 69



The general finding of the previous chapter was that as the economic stability of a riding
increase, Reform’s electoral prospects also increase. The discussion which followed
explored the idea that if there is an economic strain which benefits Reform as it
increases in strength, it is not directly linked to employment. The strain which tums
voters towards Reform is a strain felt by the employed middle class. This is confirmed
by the survey through the use of a few questions, as presented in Table IV.5 below:

Table IV.5 Candidates’ Response to the question: Of the following economic factors,
which THREE FACTORS do you think MOST HELPED Reform support in your
riding? (n=51) |
Suggested Response Number of Candidates
1. The tax burden faced by people in your riding 398
2. The perception that average Canadians face a decline of 35
opportunities in today's economy =
3. The huge deficit run up by previous federal governments 43
4. The insecurity people feel about their present employment 11
S. The actual loss of jobs in your riding 10
6. The increasing cost of living in your riding 9
7. Higher interest rates in Canada 0
————— e

Firstly, when asked to identify from a list of economic factors which most helped Reform
support in the riding, the Reform candidates chose in order of importance: 1)the huge
deficit run up by previous governments, 2) the tax burden faced by people in your riding,
and 3) the perception that average Canadians face a decline in opportunities in today's
economy. The items related to employment ( the insecurity people feel about their
present employment, or the actual loss of jobs in the riding) were considered to be
important by only 1 in 5 candidates—and none of the candidates chose the employment-
related items as the most important strain helping Reform. This situation is noteworthy
as well because the unemployment strain feft by Ontario voters in the recent past is
confirmed by the candidates, since 72% of respondents indicated that the riding had
experience significant job losses in the past three years. The situation has improved,
however, in the last year, with only 40% of respondents indicating job losses. What
should be noted as well is that when asked whether the employment prospects in the
riding were better, the same, or worse than one year ago, only 25% of the candidates
answered that the employment prospects were worse. Of those, no candidate
considered the strain of unemployment to help the Reform cause. Even in those ridings
where unemployment was a grave concem, this Strain did not benefit Reform, but the
Liberal Party. Clearly, as the economically secure face the prospect of higher taxes,
Reform reaps the electora!l benefits.

3. Regional Discontent
The third issue set explored here is that of regional discontent. While the party has
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jettisoned its regional message in its drive for national recognition, the opportunity
remained for candidates to revive Reform’s regionalist credentials on the campaign trail.

Table |V.6 Candidates’ responses to the use of party platform on national and riding levels (%
of respondents)
Totally Moderately Totally
_ Disagree Agree Agree
Given that it is a new party, the 1993 Reform - 18% 41% 41%
election campaign was well-organized across the
country (n=51)
The national campaign platform was effective in 26% 46% 28%
rallying Reform support equally across the country
(n=50)
The Reform campaign did not emphasize enough 55% 38% 6%
the regional disparities in Canada (n=47)
As the Refrom candidate in my riding, | tried to 14% 24% 31%
tailor the Reform message to the concerns of my
local voters (n=49)
Although the Reform party is now a national party, 14% 20% 66%
| told voters in my riding that the party would
represent the concems of my region in Ottawa
(n=50)

The results from the survey on the regional discontent issue are at first glance
contradictory. Only 16% of respondents chose “the Reform Party was the only party
which would represent the concerns of my region in Ottawa” as a factor which motivated
their activity in the party; of these, only two people indicated that this was their primary
motiving factor. Also, whe asked to explain how the candidates presented Reform to
their local voters, only one candidate from Northern Ontario made a regionalist
comment: “regions have a voice, not just cities”. 1t would seem that while some regional
sentiment does exist in Ontario’s Reform wing, it is only marginal.

Reform candidates, however, are aware of the regional reality of Reform support across
the country. The responses outlined in Table IV.6 indicate that Reformers are relatively
pleased with the organizational prowess of Reform across the country, with only 18% of
respondents indicating tt.. ir opinion to the contrary. To reverse the statement for the
reader's benefit, the agreement among 55% of respondents that regional disparities
were emphasized sufficiently would indicate that the candidates were aware of the
organizational challenges faced by the party in laying down roots outside of their

71




western stronghold, and that they modified their expectations of electoral success
accordingly. While a regionalist orientation for the Reform party is rejected by its
Ontario wing,® the candidates are not immune to playing a modest regional card, since
a majority of candidates (66%) strongly agreed that they said the party would represent
the concems of their region in Ottawa. As a few candidates freely commented,
however, this is the mantra of those pursuing elections, no matter the party stripe. |am
hence urged not to overstate the regionai flavour brought by Ontario’'s Reformers to the
campaign trail.

4. Public Saiety/Criminal Reform

The subject of criminal reform was chosen by the Reform party as its third plank in the
national campaign platform, which is understandable since of all political party
supporters Reformers were found to be more likely to accord a high priority to the crime
and justice issue.”™ As well, the strength of the post-election criminal reform agenda of
the Reform party was clearly illuininated at the 1994 Assembly held in Ottawa, where
the assembly hotly debated the “taree sirikes and you're out” resolution™, as well as
affirming the resolution of the party *o oppose the granting of voting rights to prisoners.

Results of the candidate questionnaire indicate that Ontario’s candidates did indeed flog
the criminal reform agenda of the party on the campaign trail. The comments of the
candidates indicate, however, that the theme was the least favoured of the election
platform, since only 16% of respondants indicated that the issue received their attention.
Unfortunately, the candidates did not describe further how the criminal reform agenda
was explained—the party Blue Book and the resolutions of the 1994 Assembly represent
the clearest picture of the Reform justice agenda,

Two other questions of the survey applied to this issue set. Firstly, candidates were
asked which three factors motivated their participation within the party.™ In response,
24% of Reform candidates indicated that the Reform position on criminal justice reform
was an important factor. -Secondly, when candidates were asked to choose one factor
as the most important for their involvement in the party, only 4% of respondents chose
criminal justice reform, all of whom were from the Toronto area. These results would

"*The reader is reminded that the majority of Ontario delegates to the 1954 Reform Party Assembiy
in Ottawa did not vote in favour of provingial expansion. See Chapter 2, note #26.

"'Gingras, F.P., B. Gauthier, F. Graves, and C. Schoitz : "Setting the Record Straight About the
1993 Federal Election"; paper prepared for the Canadian Political Science Association annual meetings,
University of Calgary, Calgary; June 1994; p.14

"“The resoiution read: * Resolved that the Reform party support the addition of a new offense to the
Criminal Code of Canada making any person who commits on three or more separate occasions a serious
offense be deemed a habitual criminal and subject to life imprisoRment without parole”,

PRefer to Table IV.1 i

7.
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indicate that while the party espouses a tough-on-crime policy, it is a policy which is a
pleasant add-on rather than a critical and determining factor in Reform's activist support.
The importance of the criminal justice issue is likely to increase as Reform support in
Ontario’s largest city also increases.™

5. Social Reform/Traditional Values

The last of the issue categories to be discussed here, social reform and traditiona!
values was not expected to form a major part of the Reform campaign message. First
of ali, the theme was not explicitly chosen by campaign strategists to occupy cramped
issue space during the election campaign. As well, there is a certain rhetorical overlap
to be made between this category and that of criminal justice reform, since the
disintegration of traditional values in society and in the family are presumably related to
increased criminal activity. The results gamered from the survey are admittedly thin.
Few questions dealt explicitly with the subject, and little in the way of direct commentary
was offered. This may be a reflection of the candidates marginal interest in this issue
area, or it may be a matter of question unasked, question unanswered.

A few remarks, howevér, can be made. When asked the extent of their involvement in
the community before becoming active within the Reform party, 35% of respondents
indicatec that they held active membership in a church or religious group.

" Table V.7 Candidates’ resEns&e to Value Questions 5% of resgndems) I

Involved in Church/Religion {(n=18) Other Candidates (n=33)

Totally Moderately  Totally Totally Moderately  Totally
Disagree Agree Agree | Disagree Agree Agree

The national carpaign did not 28% 44% 28% 24% 55% 21%
stress enough that the Reform 3

party stands for traditional
family values (n=51)

The national campaigndidnot ~ 50% 2%  28% 24% 33% 43%
stress enough how the '

welfare state has eroded the
independence of Canadians

Sn=5‘t!

Table IV.7 shows that there is no significant difference between how church-going'®

"*The criminal reform issue was indeed intended for use in urban ridings. See Flanagan, T.. p.136

It is recognized that the term “church-goers” may not be an adeguate term to describe how the
candidates saw themselves to be “active in a church or religious group”, since the attendance o¢ religious
services does not exhaust by any means how candidates may evaluate their religious participation.
However, for lack of a better term, “churchgoers” will be used as an imperfect means of referring to those
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candidates and how other candidates evaluated the emphasis traditional values

received in the election campaign.’™ It appears that on the whole, candidates would
have preferred that the campaign accord more attention to traditional family values, no
matter their prior activism across the sacred or secular divide. Further examination of
the survey results shows, paradoxically perhaps, that those married candidates where
there were two wage eamers in the household felt more strongly than their single-wage
eamer counterparts that traditional values shouid have received greater attention in the -
campaign. [t is recognized that traditional values implies far more than the simple fact of
the mother of the family staying at home to raise children. This finding suggest a
direction for further study, but little in the way of a solid conclusion can be made on the
basis of this data.

On the statement that the campaign did not stress enough how the independence of
Canadians has been eroded by the welfare state, church-goers felt that the emphasis
the issue received was more satisfactory than their non-churchgoing counterparts. ™
Indeed, there is only a 7% difference between the two modal categories: those church-
goers who felt the emphasis given to this particular consequence of welfare statism was
satisfactory (ie. those who disagreed with the statement), and their more secular
counterparts who feit strongly that the issue should have received more attention. One
interpretation may account for this difference. As candidates who have involved
themselves with the church,® the church-going may have adopted, to a greater degree
than their secular counterparts, a more communitarian or charitable attitude toward the
poor. Those who do not profess activism within the church may have adopted a more
individualistic frame of mind to those relying on the welfare state, and lock for stronger
anti-welfare messages to be delivered by the Reform party, the partisan mechanism of
their choice.

The examination of Reform’s electoral issue space through the retrospective accounts
of the party’s electoral candidates in Ontario has led to a confirmation of the initial
hypothesis. That is, that the dominant message conveyed to voters on the campaign
trail at the district level was one which emphasized the alienation and marginalization
Canadians feel from the political system. One might be tempted to ask why such efforts
were undertaken to come to this conclusion, since is this not what the self-proclaimed
populist party is expected to do? The use of the populist rhetoric channelled principaily
into the issue of parliamentary reform was effective in keeping the dominant message of
the party quite broad, appealing to 2 wider cross-section of the Ontario electorate. The

candidates.
'*Chi-squared test p>0.20 (difference is not significant)
""Chi-squared test p<0.01 (significant difference)

'* Of the 45 respondents who identified their religion, 86% identified themselves as belonging tc the
Christian denominations (Catholic: 22%, Protestant: 52%, unspecified Christian: 15%).
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interplay of the ideclogically conservative fiscal reform message. however, determines
which voters were attracted to the party initially. The combination of these two
messages was politically effective. since populism was the grounds on which Reform
could distinguish themselves from the Conservatives while still being able to draw on the
Conservative's traditional base of support. What will be interesting to monitor in the
next election is whether Reform will continue to stress the alienation/marginalization
message if the demise of the Conservatives proves to be long-term. and the electoral
need to distinguish Reform from the Conservatives no longer exists. It might prove
difficult, as well, to sell the party on the backs of Canada’s alienated the longer Reform
maintains a presence in the House of Commgis, and the longer the Canadian public is
acquainted with the Manning Reformers not as political outsiders, but as insiders.

B. Candidates and Party Organization

The data gathered from the candidate’s survey does not just ailow us to analyse the
mobilization aspects of the Reform message in Ontario. It also allows for the
construction of a political profile of the party’s organization, the candidates themselves,
and a first hand account of those political factors considered the most important to
Reform’s strength on the ground. As such, the survey data provides a valuable balance
to the data and conclusions presented in chapter two.

The Reform organization in Ontario is, like the party itself, young. The formal decision
of the party to expand east of Manitoba was not made until June of 1991, Jjust over 2
years before the 1993 federal election. However, the survey shows that the
overwhelming decision of the 1991 Assembly to strike outside of its western base was
predicated on existing activity in the province. The results of the survey show that 29%
of the respondents’ riding associations were founded by 1990, mostly in Western
Ontaric, which is also the region where Reform achieved the most support in 1893. The
year of expansion saw 60% of the riding associations established, the remainder
following in 1992.

Generally, the establishment of riding associations parallelied the involvement of the
candidates in the party. 22% of the respondents had joined the party by 1990, 53% by
1991, and 23% by 1982. Again the wave of expansion carried with it the majority of
candidates would fight for election in 1993. Fully $8% of the candidates considered
themselves to be among the first people to organize for Reform in their riding, while 29%
were involved in some capacity—whether it be through contacting the party executive or
attending previous Assemblies—to expand the party eastwards. The Reform candidates
indicated that prior to the 1993 election period, most had been involved with the party at
a variety of levels: 63% of candicates helped raise money for the party, 31% attended a
previous Reform party Assembly, and 78% actively recruited potential Reform party
supporters (largely through word-of-mouth to family and friends). The picture being
drawn here is that while the party has a very short history in Ontario, the candidates who
ran for election in 1993 have largely been involved throughout.
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The involvement of the candidates within the Reform party is to be contrasted with the
lack of partisan political experience brought to their role. The candidates professed very
little in the way of partisan involvement, with 73% of respondents indicating no previous
active involvement with any other political party. As expected, of those indicating
previous partisan experience, the majority were formerly with the federal Conservatives.
The evidence also shows that the majority of candidates are consistent Conservative
voters, with no less that 68% of candidates voting Conservative in a federal election.
The lack of partisan lineage or partisan history among the candidates is compounded by
the lack of political involvement expressed by their parents, 72% of whom were
moderately interesied in politics, but 90% being not very or not at all involved in politics.
The lack of partisan experience generally experience by the candidates must be
qualified, however, by other electoral experience brought to the table, as a total of 41%
of respondents were either previously elected to a municipal or regional govemment, a
school board, or a professional association or chamber of commerce. Only 25% of
candidates professed no activity in the community prior to their involvement with the
Reform party. The case of the candidates, as with Reform delegates, illustrates that
“..the high ievel of activity in the Reform party represents a new level of highly active
poiitical engagement rather than an extension of previous activity™.™

The newness of Rciorm’s political organization and the electoral inexperience of its
candidates clearly had an impact on the success of their campaigns. When asked to
identify any changes the candidates would make to how the Reform campaign was run
in their ridings, the candidates overwhelming indicated that they needed more trained
and experienced volunteers and canvassers, more time to develop networks, more
money, and a better organizational structure. In fact, the only change consistently
suggested by the candidates which did not relate to the organization of the campaign
itself, was the wish to have the leader visit the riding. This last suggestion figured
largely when the candidates were asked to comment on the national campaign. The
majority of comments involved having Preston Manning establish a greater presence in
Ontaric, and that he devote less time to the *safe” Reform seats in the West. Ontario’s
candidates also criticized the centralization of the Reform national office. In their
opinion, the local riding associations should have had more money at their disposat to
wage the electoral war on the ground.  The other key suggestion expressed by
candidates was the need to develop a greater national media exposure for Preston
Manning, a task considered difficult considering the strongly perceived bias against the
party of the national media.

The candidates’ comments clearly indicate that the Reform party must address the
intemal organizational tensions which arise from a party involved in expanding its base.
The importance of Ontario, both in terms of the number of seats concentrated in the
province and the resources the party will need to devote to the province in order to

"Archer, K. and F. Eliis; "Opinion Structure of Party Activists: The Reform Party of Canada™

Canadian Joumal of Political Sgience: Vol.27 No.2 (June 1934); p.289
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contest future elections. will challenge the ultra-centralization of the party’s
administrative structure.™ The populist, grass-roots rhetoric of the party apparently
makes it more difficult for Reform to Justify a campaign funding structure which,
according to the comments of the candidates surveyed, does not fully allow the use of
local resources to further the local campaign. Also. it is apparent that the need for the
party to concentrate its resources on its westem base in order to win seats in the House
of Commons at the cost of increasing feader exposure in the less winnabie Ontario
ndings—understandable given the reality of Canada's electoral system—is bound to
create tensions within the party.

C. Political Factors

Respondents indicated that alienation from the party systern was an important
contributing factor leading to their involvement with the Reform party. It appears that for
a majority of candidates. this dissatisfaction was a precondition for tumning their attention
t0 the party, with the fiscal reform issue acting as the premier programme item solidifying
their politicat conversion.

Table V.8 Reform Candidates’ Evaluation of Importance of Partisan Issues to Reform
i Support in their Riding (% of respondents)

Importance
LOW MIDDLE

1.The unpopularity of the Mulroney/Campbeli 12% 23% 65%
Conservatives (n=51)

2. The leadership of Preston Manning (n=51) 18% 47% 35%
3. Dissatisfaction with the Chrétien Liberals (n=51) 44% 42% 14%
4, Tg? unpopularity of Bob Rae’s NDP government 49 % 35% 16%

n= >
_— - L

The candidates’ evaluation of the impact partisan factors which had on the popularity of
Reform at the riding level reflects the findings of chapter 2. Table IV.8§ illustrates what
has been suggested by aggregate electoral data. That is, the perception of the
candidates supports the general interpretation that the collapse of the Tories is the
single most important partisan factor helping Reform in Ontario. This finding is replicated

*Flanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave; p.27-32, and Stark_ A : “English-Canadian Opposition to
Québec Nationalism", in R.K. Weaver (ed). The Collapse of Canada; Washington: Brookings Institution:
1992

77



again by candidates when they chose the single most important political factor
contributing to Reform support in the riding. The perception of the candidates aiso
points to the leadership of Preston Manning as the second most influential political factor
helping Reform in the province of Ontario. The importance of poiitical leadership in
Canadian federal electoral campaigns has historically been overwhelming®'; perhaps the
most enduring aspect of party politics in Canada has been that it is leader driven.
However, the fact that more candidates find Manning’s leadership to be moderately
important than very important leads me to wonder if the attachment to Manning is
stronger in the West, where his political pedigree is most established. Interestingly as
weli, the leadership of Preston Manning ranked fourth in the list of factors motivating
candidates’ involvement in the party; | feel comfortable in specuiating that the
attachment of Ontaric’s candidate’s to Manning is relatively subdued.

The Liberals and the NDP are seen to have less of an impact on the Reform vote, a
finding which is confirmed by the electoral data. Candidates reported that while the
profile of the Liberal candidate in their riding was not a hindrance of particular
importance, the strength of established Liberal networks was a serious stumbling block.
The results of the election in Ontario, retuming 98 Liberal Members of Pariizment and
one Reform Member certainly leads credence to this perception.

While the rating of importance given the role of Bob Rae's New Democratic govemment
1s low, candidates did comment that the effect of Ontario choosing a party inexperienced
in governing in the 1990 provincial election did have a negative effect on Reform.
According to these comments, the combination of the NDP's unpopularity and the
newness of the Reform party did indeed interact to some degree.

Ill. CONCLUSION

The importance of alienation in the campaign message of the Reform party indicates
that the party has made the determination that it can win support by courting the
marginalized. The importance of the party’s ability to organize this alienation, which was
discussed in the second chapter, is confirmed here by candidates who are aware of the
organizational difficulties facing the new party as it jockeys for the political favour of
Ontario’s voters. While the populist rhetoric of the alienated serves the Reform party
well, in the estimation of the candidates surveyed, the party has attracted an
ideologically homogenous group of Canadians to its fold.

The findings of this chapter lead to a consideration of the roles populism and political
parties’ electoral posturing play in a broader consideration of Reform in Ontario and in
Canada. The political efficacy of the populist marginalization message lies in its ability
to appeal to a potentially wide coalition of voters. Any voter who feels unrepresented by -

*'Smith, D.; "Party Govemment in Canada; in Carty, R.K. (ed): Canadian Political Party Systems: A
Reader; Toronto: Broadview Press; 1992; p.584
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the party system and who feels he or she must reject the traditiona! altematives offered
during the election campaign will presumnably be attracted to the call of the populist
Reform party. However, as this chapter shows, Ontario’s Reform candidates,
representing Reform’s activist core in Ontario, are drawn from an ideoclogically limited
base; chapter two showed that Reform’s voter base is also ideologically limited, since
Reform has not been able to draw any significant support from any party but the
Conservatives, and among ideologically-driven Conservatives at that. The examination
of how Ontario’s Reform candidates perceived the impact of the Reform message and
how the candidates subsequently constructed their message on the local campaign trail
in Ontario shows that the inclusive rhetoric of populism has been counterbalanced by a
fiscal policy message which attracts, as the aggregate voting data explored in chapter
two demonsirates, only a certain type of voter. As such, the party’s message is
politically astute. it embraces in word all those who feel discontented while attracting a
support base with few ideological fissures; therefore, the party avoids internalizing within
its activist and voter base the ideclogical confiicts true populism would entail.

The importance of campaign messages and electoral strategy lies not only in the final
win-loss tally of parties after the votes have been counted. While this is the overarching
interest of the practitioner, the interest in campaign positioning extends to the question
of how Canadians’ political identities are formed. As parties compete for office, they try
to use to their advantage conflicts or cleavages within society and develop a position
around these cleavages which will yield partisan advantage. Over the repetition of
elections and as these cleavages and conflicts are reinforced by political parties in this
manner, partisan identities also develop and are identified with an underlying cleavage
structure. The use of marginalization and alienation by the Reform party was thought to
be significant in the development of a citizen-elite cleavage in Canadian politics.
Whether this cleavage will develop as a result of the Reform party’s construction of its
message remains unanswered, largely because the process of cleavage development
takes time, and the Reform party’s longevity is hardly established. One can only
speculate as to whether this might occur.

Given the present description of Reform as a haven for discontented Conservatives,
without really drawing on the support of the more centrist or left-leaning political parties,
the Reform party looks more and more like a replacement of the Conservative party. It
has drawn its support from a party with an established history and position on Canada’s
historic linguistic cleavages. Indeed, the collapse of the Mulroney Conservatives in
1993 could be interpreted as voters’ rejection of a party--built on a fragile coalition of
francophobes and francophones—which challenged the prior positioning around the
linguistic cleavage which allowed the Conservatives to remain a strong partisan
competitor, even if this positioning thwarted their hopes for governing. Reform, leery if
not hostile to Québec throughout its short history, reestablished this balance. The need
for Reform to distinguish itself from the Conservatives necessitates the use and
predominance of populism and the exploitation of Canadian’s alienation from politics.
Whether the use of populism and the aliznation message by Reform will continue after
the immediate political rationale to do so disappears will determine whether Reformis a
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truly significant social phenomenon, or a partisan pretender, like any other, to the
Conservative's role in Canadian political history.
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Chapter 5: Conclusion

e he challenge presented by a conclusion is two-fold. Firstly, it places the
responsibility upon the author for the many dips and tums taken to illuminate one

=dor a few central theses.  Secondly, it must enlarge the vista of the study at
hand, thereby rationalizing the time and attention accorded the exercise by both author
and reader by showing how the subject actually informs a larger process. Much as the
analysis of Reform of Ontario may have spawned some curiosity in the subject other
than my own, the justification of doing so remains remote if no direction is given for
further discussion. The difficulty of accomplishing these two tasks is that while some
thoughts one might have previously entertained about the Reform Party may have been
clarified by this study, there is much which remains untouched. Also, the process of
answering a few questions tends to engender even more, resigning the author to the
fate of forever remaining inconclusive. | tumn, however, to what ground has been
covered by this thesis. This entails an examination of the hypotheses presented and the
conclusions reached, which 1 will undertake in the order they were explored. This will be
foliowed by a brief discussion of the implications the Reform party’s expansion holds for
Canada'’s political parties and Canada’s party system.

The first set of hypotheses examined in this study concemed what Smelser more
generally termed the elemants of structural conduciveness in his classic analysis of
collective behaviour, and what Pinard adopted in his study of the rise of third parties: the
party system. The second chapter explored at some length the pattemn of partisan
competition in Ontario in an attempt to establish the particular factors which have
contributed to and which have hindered Reform’s expansion in the province. The first
hypothesis put forth the assertion that political predictors are indeed more significant to -
Reform’s showing in the 1993 election in Ontario than socio-economic predictors. To
the extent that the correlation values of the political variables and the socio-economic
variables can be compared, this hypothesis was confirmed. The config ation of
partisan strengths and weaknesses at the federal leve! in particular allowed Reform to
forge through the party system to an unprecedented degree, in federal politics, for a new
party in Canada’s history. When one speaks of weaknesses, the determinant factor
was the inability of the federal Conservative party to maintain a concentrated base of
support in Ontario or elsewhere. The importance of the Conservative/Reform dynamic
was confirmed by the Reform candidates surveyed. Indeed, this finding is a
confirmation of what is already known, and should be a surprise to no one. One item
shown was that Reform in Ontario has been more successful in courting voters in
middle-sized urban areas, and that it defies the categorization of being a rurally-based
protest party. Indeed, it appears that the rural voter in Ontario, both Liberal and
Conservative, is more suspect of change and resistant to the Reform option than first
anticipated. However, if Reform is ieft without a viable partisan competitor on the right
for the next election, the rural ideologicaily-inclined Conservative voter of 1993 might
find he has little choice but vote Reform in 1998.
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The possibility of Reform standing alone of the right-wing stage, bolstered only by the
Liberals, would be dependent of whether the Conservatives are able to rejuvenate after
the victory of the Harris Tories in Ontario’s 1995 provincial election. The possibility of
such a rejuvenation is explored by Pinard in his discussion of factors which may curtall
the success of third parties:

... there remains the possibility that a weak traditional party could be
rejuvenated against all cdds to the contrary... the appearance of strong
leaders at the head of these weak opposition parties might help account
for these deviations. To this mobifization factor, { would fike to add another
condition conducive to such returns: this is the success of the parly of the
same political family at the other level of government or else the success
of the same parly (at the federal level) in other regions of the country.’

While it remains to be seen whether Jean Charest is perceived to be a strong enough
leader to rally the federal Conservative troops, the reality of the Harris victory is clear.
As it was argued in the examination of Ontario’s provincial politics, the nucleus of the
Conservative vote in Ontario proved strong in the federal election of 1893. Given a
viable option, Conservative voters might decide to take 2 ieap of faith, not with the new
kid o the block, but with a renewed Conservative party.

The victory of the provincial Tories is also important when one considers that Ontario’s
provincial history has been characterized by a stable three-party system, in so far that
the Liberals, the Conservatives, and the New Democrats have each remained
competitive and their respective status as partisan competitors has not been seriously
questioned. Their relative strength and popularity has varied—each party having formed
the govemment at least once since 1985-but the fact remains that, unlike Canada’s
other provinces, each party has been a contender for office at one time or another.
Reform’s future electoral success in the province may be mitigated by the difficulty this
situation poses for new parties. As Pinard states:

...the existence of a strong two-party system at both levels of government,
where two parties are of the same families, seems lo create an even
stronger bamer against third parties than a strong two-party system at one
level only.?

The reasoning behind the assertion, of course, is that the voter is not forced through
lack of options to engage in flexible partisanship, and hence there is a greater possibility
that the voter will develop enduring pariisan attachments. The particular influence of

'Pinard, M., The Rise of a Third Party: A Study in Crisis Politics: (Enlarged edmon) Montréal:
McGill-Queen's Urwersuty Press; 1975; p.279 (italics in eriginal)

“Ibid; p.285 (italics in original)



voter volatility at the provincial level on Reform support , as explored in Chapter 2 of this
thesis, shows that while Ontario's electorate provincially has opted for three different
governing parties in as many elections, Reform has not benefitted from these
realignments. The Liberal-NDP axis, where most voter volatility has occurred, has
remainec largely impervious to the Reform challenge.

In the case of the constitutional referendum, the hypothesis presented was undeniably
rejected by the data. That is, the referendum results of 1992 had little to no predictive
value for Reform’s outcomes in 1993. The referendum results may have been
testament to a feeling of alienation in the province, but they did not translate into Reform
support in the province. As such, the Accord represented little mobilizing value for the
Reform party--the relationship between Reform success and Canadian’s rejection of the
constitutional accord is not a direct one. The greater interpretive value of the
constitutional referendum lies in creating other structurally conducive conditions for the
rise of a third party at the level of federal party competition:

There is the situation where, because of a crisis, the traditional opposition
party (or all opposition parties) enters into a coalition with the governing
party. This of course creates another situation in which large groups
opposing the government find themselves without party representation. It
should be obvious that, given discontent, such a situation should be very
conducive to new parties.?

The constitutionat referendum is important, then, not as a barometer of Reform’s
support on the ground (at least not in Ontario), but as a political event which forced the
Liberals, the Conservatives, and the New Democrats into a partisan coalition which
made it easy for the less amenable Reformers to tar all of their competitors with the
same brush.

While the examination of political factors allowed one to view the structural opportunities
and barriers the party system placed before Reform in Ontario, the examination of socio-
economic predictors allowed one to explore the strains which underlie the rise of Reform
in Ontario. The hypothesis stated that economic stability or instability, operationalized in
this case as measures of employment across sectors and income levels, is also
significant in determining Reform support. The sectoral analysis led to the general
conclusion that economic stability helps Reform, in so far that the strain underlying the
rise of the party in Ontario is that felt by an employed middle class. Consistent
constituency-level deterrents to Reform’s rise in Ontario across its regions appear to be
the prevalence of low income families and the rate of unemployment in the riding,
ieading to the observation that those most materially impacted by the economic
difficulties of the last recessionary period feel little reason to vote for the new partisan
altemative. In other words, Reform has not been chosen as the partisan vehicle of

3ibid.; p.284



discontent by those constituencies most challenged by job losses and decreasing
disposable incomes. Reform is a strong vehicle of discontent for those constituencies
where the material impact of the recession has been less severe, or where recovery has
taken hold to a degree. The finding of this study, supported by individual data, is that
Reform is the vehicle of the egocentric and the economically secure.

To this analysis were added two key demographic considerations: immigration and
language. The findings of this thesis support what has been remarked upon before--
namely that the concentration of immigrants and francophones in Ontario’s federal
electoral districts are serious deterrents to Reform support in the province. However,
the role the francophone community may have in effecting constituency-level electoral
outcomes is refated to the community’s relative size; if not sufficiently concentrated, the
effect the linguistic variable has on Reform support is of little consequence. The case of
immigration illustrated that this effect applies also to Ontario’s immigrant communities.
As expected, the size of the immigrant community in Toronto is a very important local
deterrent to Reform. What has been confirmed in this study has been that the effect
immigration may have on Reform’s electora! outcomes may be perverse—that is, that the
concentration of immigrants in a district leads to an electoral backlash, but that this
effect is limited to northern Ontario.

The marginal importance attributed to employment-related strains on Reform support
was also reflected in the candidate survey, which may counter to a degree the critique of
the economic data used in chapter three—namely that the data did not adequately
measure strain since the data did not include the last period of the recession. While the
place accorded the economic issue space in the party’s campaign rhetoric was an
important one, employment difficulties in the candidates’ ridings were not perceived to
contribute to Reform's success. The survey also provided some clues as to the paradox
expiored particularly in the first chapter. That is, that while economic issues dominated
the 1993 electoral campaign, no sing!e economic item has been found to be a
determining factor in Canadian’s vote intention during the same period. The survey
indicated that while fiscal reform issues were key in attracting Ontario's Reform activists
to the world of partisan competition, the message which candidates’ perceived to be the
most effective was that of parliamentary reform and the siren call of populism,

The final hypothesis, that conceming the citizen-elite cleavage and how it was used to
court Ontario's voters was also confirmed, the implications of which will be further
explored later in this chapter. Of the three issues selected for primary use in the 1993
election campaign, Ontario’s Reform candidates confirmed that parliamentary reform
was the most predominant of the themes presented to voters on Ontario’s campaign
trail. As the comments of the candidates also show, it is within the parliamentary reform
issue space that the conflict between the unrepresented majority and the elites or
special interests is highlighted; the issue of parfiamentary reform is also useful to the
party because it automatically identifies a “cure” for the apparent difficulty between the
citizen and the 2lite. The identification of pariiamentary reform in the Reform campaign
message takes us back to Smeiser. Parliamentary reform represents a populist solution
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to a complex problem; it marks “...the establishment or symbolization of one of the
conditions of conduciveness or strain...creatfing] a sense of urgency and hasten{ing)
mobilization for action.™ Changing the institution of Parliament so that the parties and
the individual Members of Parliament within its walls may better reflect the will of an
alienated majority clearly has the necessary populist resonance. The decision of the
party, as least of the Ontaric Reformers, is that this message has great potential in
gathering Reform voters and mobilizing them onwards. As such, changing
parliamentary conventions in order to facilitate the representation of a forgotten
Canadian majority has great symbolic value for the Reform movement, while doing little
to rectify underlying sources of strain.

One of the challenges facing the Reform party as a vehicle for those alienated from the
political system, especially if this populist orientation is the key factor distinguishing it
from the Conservatives and the Liberals, is to maintain the content—-not only the
rhetoric— of populism once the party has entered the very institutions it wishes to
change. The role of “social control” which Smelser develops—where collective action is
tempered by agencies or mechanisms of social control—-may well be played by the
institutional structure in which Reform now finds itself. Until Reform is in a position
where it can effect parliamentary reform, the party must function within Parliament's
walls and within its rules—much to Reformers’ chagrin, perhaps. The social control
Parliament exerts may well be one of the reasons for Reform’s rise, but the institution’s
hardiness and inimicality to change despite previous attempts at its reform may well
prove the party’s downfall. The addition of Reform in Parliament does not by necessity
mean that the party will challenge those aspects of the party and parliamentary systems
which spawned the alienation so touted in its ranks. Parliamentary reform which
strengthens the hand of parliament over Cabinet is, after all, oft trumpeted by parties in
opposition, but easily left behind by goveming parties once they realize that the
institutional obstructions placed before the opposition are the very things which allow a
government to deliver the policy programme promised earlier to voters.®

The introductory chapter pointed to an inherent difficulty facing the Reform party if it was
found to sell itself as a catch-all party of the alienated or the discontented. The difficulty
of this lay in the idea that marginalization, while a potent feeling worth tapping into on
the campaign trail, provides a tenuous foundation for a political party intent on surviving
the rigours of opposition, or more importantly, of government. This would especially be
the case if it would have been found that Reform in Ontario managed to cross the
ideological boundaries and draw significantly from Liberal and/or NDP support. in that
case, the value of a consistent ideology as a unifying factor would have been

*Smelser, N.J.; Theory of Collective Behaviour; New York: The Free Press; 1962; p.294

sSarra-chmet. M.; "Quelques aspects politiques des réformes de la Chambre des Communes”™ in
Gunther, M., and Winn, C. (eds); H mmons Reform/R Iz Chamb o
Ottawa: Parliamentary Intemship Program; 1981; p.8-50
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compromised. The results of the second chapter’s examination of electoral volatility
would indicate, however, that the only inter-partisan volatility that was detected by the
use of aggregate data and shown to affect Reform, was the divestiture of more
traditional voters who were not ideologically driven in their voting preferences. This
thesis has offered the conclusion that Reform has not built a coalition between
disaffected voters of the right and the left. Reform in Ontario, at lesst as of October
1993, is the party of the ideologically-driven right wing. In this sase, Reform can count
on ideology as a unifier of its support, not just on the marginalization and the alienation it
exploits on its road to electoral success.

One question which arises as a result of the Reform party's populist exploitation of
alienation is whether a truly populist party can survive the transition to government given
the post-modern challenges posed the vehicle of the political party firstly, and the
inherent contradictions of populism secondly. The following discussion is obviously
speculative, since Reform has not yet eamned the status of government, and since the
Liberals under Jean Chrétien have led a fairly popular government to date. Smelser,
borrowing from the work of Aimond®, indicates that political parties can blur the line
between those social structures which aggregate interests and those which articulate
interests.” While in opposition, when the articulation of the “interests, grievances, and
desires™ of the political party are not challenged by the strictures of govermnance, the
Reform party can more easily vaunt itself as the party which speaks for “the people”, or
the "common Canadian™. When and if opposition parties move on to form the
government, the interest-aggregation function— “...[the function] through which
articulated interests are combined, weighed, and forged through policy™-- clearly must
assume more importance than before. A party will of course have developed a policy
platform and presented it to electors before becoming the government: however, it is
only through the actual implementation of policy that the party truly performs this
aggregation function.

The difficulties facing al! political parties in aggregating the diverse interests in society
have been dealt with in the introductory chapter. In essence, the fragmentation of
interests in post-modern society, as well as the rise of competing structures which also
can claim to represent interests as well as or better than political parties, renders the
performance of the aggregation function by the political party particularly difficult. The
fragmentation of civic identities is also reinforced by their politicization within the state,

°Almond, G.A.; “Introduction; A Functional Approach to Comparative Politics™; in Almond, G.A. and
J.S. Coleman {eds); The Politics of Developing Areas: Princeton: Princeton University Press; 1960

"Smelser, N.J.; Theory of Collective Behaviour. New Yoric The Free Press; 1962: p.278
*Ibig.
“Ibid.
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which itself is fragmented.’ Populism, however, posits that this fragmentation is not
real, or at least that it can be overcome by appeals to “the people”™

The notion that “the people” are one; that divisions among them are not
“genuine conflicts of interest but are manufactured by a few men of ill will;
that parties are merely self-serving factions; and that the people will be
best looked after by a single unpolitical leadership that will put their interest
first—these ideas are antipolitical, but they are nevertheless essential
elements in a political strategy that has often been used to gain power."’

Just how well populism as an ideology, or as a methodology—which is how Manning
reportedly views the concept'*—~equips the Reform Party or any other political party to
deal with the cleavages and fragmentations of modem society in a meaningful way, is
elusive. If one accepts Caims’ analysis that fragmentation in the structure of
government— brought on in part by the reality of the modem administrative state— as
well as the fragmentation of civic identities are mutually reinforcing, and that this
fragmentation is here to stay because it is nearly impossible to execute real and
fundamental change, the promise of populism to execute “the common sense of the
common people” seems naive. Its naiveté is countered only by the potency and
incredible political utility it serves. It is too harsh, then, to think that populismn, or the
exploitation of a citizen-elite cleavage, offers Canadians littie more than a band-aid
sotution to the problems of our time? One author might agree:

Populism as a moral imperative depends on the existence of a popular will
discovered by voting.; But if voting does not discover or reveal a will, then
the moral imperative evaporates because there is nothing to be
commanded...populism fails, therefore, not because it is morally wrong,
but merely because it is empty.™

The rise of Reform, despite the internal difficulties with populism, is instructive of
populism’s continuing appeal. The party is able to use populism as an effective political
tool, unifying all “common Canadians™ under its rhetorical banner, while putting forth a
policy program which has attracted an ideologically limited cross-section of the
population. In doing so, Reform has up to this point been able to adopt an inclusive

"See Caims, A.; “The Embedded State: State Society Relations in Canada"; in Banting, K. (ed);
State and Society; Canada in 3 Comparative Perspective; (Vol.31, Macdonald Commission); Toronto:
University of Toronto Press; 1986

"iCanovan, M.; Populism; New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich; 1981; p.265

*Flanagan, T.; Waiting for the Wave; p.23

PRiker, W.H,; Li Aga s - on the Theg
the Theory of Social Choice: San Francisco: W.H. Freeman and Company; 1982; p.239
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rhetoric while appealing to an exclusive electorate—a situation any political practitioner
could appreciate. It limits the possible divisions within the party’s membership whiie
appealing to a wider audience.

The full importance of Reform to the history of Canadian pary politics is, as yet,
undetermined. However, some interesting parallels are worthy of note. In his
examination of the history of Canadian party systems, and specifically in reference to the
transitions between party systems, Carty remarks on the role of third parties:

The Ralliement des créditistes did disrupt party politics throughout the
1960s, generating the same parliamentary uncertainty that had marked the
first decade of each of the two previous party systems, but it was
essentially a party in protest against the second system’s treatment of its
constituency. Like the Progressives of the 1920s, the Créditistes proved
to be the harbinger of a new system, but not a part of it. ™

Whether Reform continues in this tradition and marks the passing of the old party
system to the new, | could not conclusively say. However, Carty's central thesis is that
the change from one party system to another is governed by a change in the institutional
arrangements around which political parties work, limiting the parties’ ability to fulfill
certain functions and expanding their ability to fulfill others. Or, in other words, party
systems change when the functivnal configuration performed by parties changes. In this
manner the first party system passed on to the second, when “civil service reform
deprived parties of their state-building role”,*® and the second system passed into the
third when “the nation-building tasks of reqional accommodation were absorbed into the
system of federal-provincial dipiomacy™.’ Carty identifies as the dominant politics of the
third system (1863- ) as agenda-building, dominated by electronic politics and the
personalization of party politics with the party leader.

If one accepts the suggestion that the forcefu! amival of the Reform party on the
Canadian party system announces a shift to a new party system, and with it a
reconfiguration of the functions parties will fulfill in the new system, then one should try
to identify what the trigger for this transition is. n other words, a transition to a new
party system begins when “...deprived of the function that had driven them, the parties
develop a new style of politics, 2 new basis for political mobilization™.’ According to
Carty, the third system has developed a national pan-Canadian politics, where political

MCarty, RK. (ed): Canadian Poliical Party Systems: A Reader; Toronto: Broadview Press; 1992;
p.578 A

Bibid.; p.583
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parties develop national agendas which seek the support of national constituencies for
their various policy initiatives. The dominant politics has been agenda-setting through
the use of national media. If one also accepts that transitions in party systems are
responses to changes in the institutional framework in which parties must operate, one
could look to the changes of recent years for the answer.

The more obvious of institutional changes which has changed the map and the
substance of Canadian politics has been the constitution—the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms especially. Whatever other effect the Charter might have had, it changed the
fundamental relationship between Canadians and their govemment:

The Charter brought new groups into the constitutional order or, as in the
case of the aboriginals, enhanced a pre-existing constitutional, status. It
bypassed governments and spoke directly to Canadians by defining them
as bearers of rights...The Charter thus reduced the relative status of
governments and strengthened that of the citizens who received
constittgational encouragement to think of themselves as constitutional
actors.

The Charter gave citizen’s groups not only constitutional standing, it gave these groups
a rationale and an opportunity to mobilize on behalf of their members in order to set not
only the constitutional agenda of the day, but on a more habitual level, the political and
policy agenda of the day. The new constitutional relationship between Canadians and
the government which Caims’ describes bypasses as well the traditional political
‘ntermediary between Canadians’ and their political system: political parties. Although
there are more factors leading to the rise of interest group pluralism in Canada than this
constitutional explanation, the fact remains that the political party is no longer the
primary structure which can claim to set the political agenda.

The agenda-setting function of the third party system, like the nation-building function of
the second party system, has been incorporated elsewhere in the political system.
Post-modem complexities have necessitated the incorporation of interest groups, media,
etc in the policy process. Political parties still play a role, but they share the stage with
competing modes of representation. The Reform party, especially when one considers
the importance accorded the special interest dialogue in their rhetoric, can be seen as a
reaction to this erosion of the political parties’ role in agenda-setting. Reform does not
escape this erosion, either. Will Reform last past this transition? We can only speculate.
Carty remarks that the Social Credit, the most direct antecedent of the Reform party,
*...did not survive the system which spawned it".” The Social Credit, however, did not

Eaims, A.; Disruptions: Constitutiong) Struggles, from the Charter to Meech Lake; Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart Inc.; 1991; p.109

Pibid.: p.573



have the implosion of the Conservative party to ease its way. The one party which has
historically survived these transitions and which has been consistently positioned to take
advantage of the uncertainty, has been the Liberal Party.

If this discussion of the passing of the third party system is nt premature, then perhaps
one can wonder what will drive party politics in the next. Whatever the speculation
which keeps the political observer entertaines, one thing is clear. The importance of the
Reform party on the history of party politics will be mitigated if the party does not build
on its 1993 electoral success in Ontario in the next election. The gains it has already
made have shaken up the political establishment, of that there should be little doubt.
Reform’s continuing expansion in Ontario will be watched with great interest.
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Appendix 2: Candidate Questionnaire

- The following questionnaire represents an imps-tant research instrument in the study of
the Reform party in Ontario. While observers of Canadian politics have emphasized the
Western roots of the party. little research has been conducted on the party in Ontario. This
questionnaire tries to shed some light on how the party has established itself outside of its
western base since it voted to expand into Ontario and bevond in 1991. Your participation
would be most appreciated. This questionnaire will take approximately 45 minutes to
complete. If you have any additional comments regarding Reform's activitics in your
riding, please feel free to attach them to the questionnaire.

The information collected by this questionnaire will be aggregated to get a better picture of
Reform's support and organization across the province. Personal data collected in Section
D of this questionnaire will be used to develop a profile of Reform candidates. and will not
be used to identify vou personally. Data on the individual level will be kept confidential.
However, in the course of my analysis, it may be useful to identify a particular riding as
being different from the norm or particularly interesting in its own right. Do vou authorize
the identification of your riding to this end? -

() Yes ( ) No

Signature: Date: /1995

Are you interested in receiving the results of this questionnaire? ( ) Yes ( )No

SECTION A: PREVIOUS COMMUNITY AND POLITiCAL INVOLVEMENT

Al. Before becoming involved with the Reform Party, what was the extent of your involvement
in your community? (Please check any which apply):

{ ) elected to 2 municipal or regional government

( ) elected to a school board

( ) elected officer of a professional association or chamber of commerce
( ) active membership in an advocacy group or non-profit organization

( ) active membership in a church or religious group

( ) not active in the community

( ) other. Please specify:
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A2. Prior to becoming the candidate for the Reform Party in the 1995 federal election, were vou
mvolved in any of the following activities for the party (Check all which apply):

{ ) Helped raise money for the Reform Party

( ) Attended a previous Reform Party General Assembly

( ) Helped establish the constituency association in your riding

{ ) Actively recruited potential Reform supporters. If so,specify how:

A3. Have you ever been ACTIVE in another political party?
( )Yes - ( ) No
If yes, please check any of the following parties in which you were active:

( ) The Progressive Conservative Party of Canada
( ) The Liberal Party of Canada

( ) The New Democratic Party

( ) The Liberal Party of Ontario

( ) The Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario
( ) The Confederation of Regions Party

{ ) Other. Please specify:

Ad. Have youeverbeena member of 2 political party, but was NOT ACTIVE within the party?

{ ) Yes. Please specify which party:
( )No

AS. When was the Reform Party constituency association founded in your riding? (Please
indicate month and year):

A6: Do consider yourself one of the first peuple to organize for.the Reform Party of Canada in
your constituency?

( Mes  ()No

A7. When‘dia you first join the Reform Party (Please indicate vear): _
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A8. If vou were involved with the party before June of 1991, did you work to have the party
expand into Ontario?

( )es ( No

If YES, please specify how:

AS. Which party did you vote for in the 1988 federal election?

( ) Progressive Conservative

{ ) Liberal

{ ) New Democrats

( ) Other party. Please specify:
( ) Did not vote

- A10. Which party did you vote for in the 1984 federal election?

( ) Progressive Conservative

( ) Liberal

( ) New Democrats

( ) Other party. Please specify:
( ) Do not remember

( ) Did not vote N

Al1. Which party did you vote for in the 1990 provincial election in Ontario?

( ) Progressive Conservative

( ) Liberal

( ) New Democrats

( ) Confederation of Regions

( ) Other party. Please specify:
( ) Did not vote because I did not reside in Ontario at the time
( ) Did not vote for another reason
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A12. Which party did vou vote for in the 1987 provincial election in Ontario?

{ ) Progressive Conservative

( ) Liberal

( ) New Democrats

( ) Other party. Please specify:
( ) Do not remember

( ) Did not vote because [ did not reside in Ontario at the time
( ) Did not vote for another reason

A13. Which party did vou vote for in the 1985 provincial election in Ontario?

( )}Progressive Conservative

( )Liberal

( )YNew Democrats

( ) Other party. Please specify:
( ) Do not remember

( ) Did not vote because I did not reside in Ontario at the time
( ) Did not vote for another reason

Al4. When you were growing up, how INTERESTED were your parents in politics?

( ) Very interested

{ ) Somewhat interested
{ ) Not very interested

( ) Not at all interested

A15, When you were growing up, how INVOLVED were your parents in politics?
( ) Very involved

( ) Somewhat involved
= ( ) Not very involved

( ) Notat all involved | : - :.
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SECTION B: YCUR RIDING

B1. What is the name of the federal constituency in which yvou ran for office in the 1995 federal
election?

B2. How would vou qualify this riding, is it:

( ) rural
{ )urban
( ) suburban

B3. What are the THREE most important economic activities FOR THE PEOPLE IN YOUR
RIDING?

( ) agriculture
( ) manufacturing of automobiles and/or auto parts

( ) manufacturing of other products

( ) steel industry

( ) high-tech/knowledge-based industry

( ) small business

{ ) service sector/clerical

( ) mining

( ) forestry

( ) hydro-electric energy

( ) other energy { for example, coal or petroleum products)

( )tounsm

( ) public sector (for example: public service, health or education) -
( ) Other. Please specify:

B4. Of the three economic activities chosen above, which is THE MOST IMPORTANT
economic activity FOR THE PEOPLE IN YOUR RIDING?

B5. Ofthe list of economic activities above, which would you consider THE MOST .
PROMISING for the people in your riding?
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B6. What are the THREE most important economic activities IN YOUR REGION?

( )agnculture
() manufacturing of automobiles and/or auto parts

( ) manufacturing of other products

{ ) steel industry

() high-tech/knowledge-based industry

( ) small business

( ) service sector/clerical

( ) mining

{ ) forestry

( ) hydro-electric energy

( ) other energy { eg. coal, petroleum products)

( ) tourism

( ) public sector (for example: public service, health or education)
( ) Other. Please specify:

B7. Of the three economic activities chosen above, which is THE MOST IMPORTANT
economic activity IN YOUR REGION?

B8. Of the economic activities listed, which would you consider THE MOST PROMISING for
your region?

B9. Has your riding experienced significant job losses IN THE LAST YEAR?
{ ) Yes { )No ( ) Do not know

If yes, please indicate why (for example: layoffs, lagging tourism, stump in agricultural prices):

103 .



B10. Has your riding experienced significant job losses IN THE LAST THREE YEARS?
()Yes ( )No ( ) Do not know

If ves, please indicate why:

B11. Would vou say that employment prospects for your riding are:
( ) better than one year ago
( ) the same as one year ago
( ) worse than one year ago

B12. Would you say that there are

( ) not enough immigrants in my riding
( ) just enough immigrants in my riding
( ) too many immigrants in my riding

SECTION C: THE 1993 ELECTION PERIOD

Please answer the following questions based on yvour experience campaigning for the party
in your riding both before and during the 1993 election campaign.

C1. When were you nominated as the Reform Party candidate in your riding? (Please indicate
month and year):

C2. Was your nomination contested?

()Yes ()No
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C3. If you were to identify THREE FACTORS as the most important reasons why you became
active within the Reform party, what would they be? (Please check three items. If none of the
listed factors apply, please specify any three unlisted factors in the space provided):

() The leadership of Preston Manning

( ) I was equally dissatisfied with all other political parties

( ) The Reform party opposed the Charlottetown Accord and the elites which
endorsed it.

{ ) The Reform party was the only party which would represent the concerns of
my region in Ottawa

( )1liked the Reform position o Official Languages policy

( ) I'liked the Reform position on deficit reduction

( ) Iliked the Reform position on cutting social programs

( ) Iliked the Reform position on immigration

( ) Iliked the Reform position on parliamentary reform

() 1liked the Reform position on criminal justice reform

() [ liked the Reform position on one other issue. Please specify which

1ssue;

( ) [ knew other people involved in the party

() None of the above apply. The following factors were the most important reasons for
my involvement in the party:

C4. If you were to choose from the factors above, which ONE factor would you choose as THE
MOST IMPORTANT for your involvement in the Reform party?
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C5. The following are reasons given by some voters for supporting the Reform party. In vour
opinion, how important are these reasons for the Reform party's popularity IN YOUR
RIDING? Ona scale of 1 to 7 please indicate how important vou consider each reason to be on
l_leform popularity in your riding, with 1 being of little importance, and 7 being of great
imponance.
a) The leadership of Preston Manning?
not very important (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)(6) (7) very important
b) The Reform party’s policy on cuts in social program spending?
not very important (1) (2} (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) very important
¢) The Reform party’s opposition to state-funded day-care?
not very important (1) (2) (3)(4) (5) (6) (7) very important
d) The Reform party’s opposition to the Charlotietown Accord?
not very tmportant (1) (2) (3) (4) (3} (6) (7) very important
¢) The Reform party's fight against the influence of special interests in policy-making?
not very important (1) (2) (3} (4)(5)(6) (7) very important
f) The Reform party’s policy of bottom-up decision-making within the party?
not very important (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) very important
g) The unpopularity of Bob Rae's NDP government?
not very important (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) very important
h) The Reform party's refusal to "make deals” with Québec?
not very important (1) (2} (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) very important
1) The unpopularity of the Mulroney/Campbell Conservatives?
not very important (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) very important

j) Dissatisfaction with the Chrétien Liberals?
not very important (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) very important
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C6. According to the Mini-Reformer of January 1993, the Reform Party chose three principal
"planks” to its electoral platform. These issues would form the three most important messages
the Reform party wanted to convey to voters. These issues were:

1) tax relief through fiscal reform

2) safer streets and homes through criminai reform

3) more accountable politicians through parliamentary and democratic

reform.
The following are 2 series of statements regarding the strategic use of this platform on the
national level and at the riding level. Please indicate whether vou agree or disagree with the
following statements, with 1 indicating you totally disagree, and 7 that you totally agree.

a) The three issues chosen for the national Reform campaign accurately reflect
the priorities of Reformers ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

b)Given that it is 2 new party, the 1993 Reform election campaign was well organized
ACROSS THE COUNTRY

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) tomlly agree

¢) The national campaign platform played to Reform strengths

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

d) The national campaign platform was effective in rallying Reform support equally
across the country )

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

¢) The Reform campaign did not emphasize enough how people feel excluded from
politics

totally disagree (1) (2) ) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree
f) The Reform campaign did not emphasize enough the debt/deficit crisis facing Canada

totally disagree (1) (2) () (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree
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g) The Reform campaign did not emphasize enough the regional disparities in Canada
totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

h)As the Reform candidate in my riding, I tried to tailor the Reform message to the
concemns of my local voters.

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree
1) During the campaign in my riding. ! only needed to repeat what Preston Manning said.

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) toally agree

J) Although the Reform party is now a national party, I told voters in my riding that the
party would represent the concems of our region in Ottawa

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

k) In my campaign, I emphasized that the average voter could not be heard in the other
political parties

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) {4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

1) The national campaign did not stress enough that the Reform party stands for
traditional family values

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

m) The national campaign did not stress enough how the welfare state has eroded the
independence of Canadians

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree

n) During my campaign, I found that Reform supporters in my riding felt that the elites
were running the country

totally disagree (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) totally agree
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C7. Before the 1993 general election campaign, the Reform party was unfamiliar to many of
Ontario’s voters. How did vou explain what Reform had 1o offer the voters in your riding?

C8. The 1993 election campaign saw the Reform party win close to 1 million votes in Ontario,
but win only one seat from the province in the House of Commons. The following section will
ask you to evaluate what you consider the most important reasons why the Reform party
achieved the level of support it did in your riding.

a) Of the following political factors, which THREE do you think MOST HELPED the
Reform party IN YOUR RIDING?

( ) the unpopulanty of the Rae/McLaughiin NDP

( ) Reform's objection to the Charlottetown Accoid

( ) the unpopularity of the Mulroney/Campbell Conservatives
( ) the weakness of the Conservative campaign in my riding

{ ) the leadership of Preston Manning

{ ) the "old-time politician” image of Jean Chrétien

( ) the growing separatist threat in Québec

( ) Other. Please specify:

b) Of the three factors chosen above, which ONE do you think HELPED THE MOST?
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¢} Of the following economic factors, which THREE FACTORS do vou think MOST
HELPED Reform support in your riding?

( ) the tax burden faced by people in your riding

( ) the perception that average Canadians face a decline of opportunities in
today’s economy

( ) the huge deficit run up by previous federal sovernments

{ ) the insecurity people feel about their present employment

( ) the actual loss of jobs in your riding

{ ) the increasing cost of living in your riding

( ) higher interest rates in Canada B

d) Of the three economic factors above, which ONE do you think HELPED THE
MOST?

C9. Of the following factors, which THREE do you think MOST HINDERED Reform support
IN YOUR RIDING?

( ) The strength of established Liberal networks in my riding

() The profile of the Liberal candidate in my riding

( ) The newness of the Reform party in Ontario

( ) The Conservatives and NDP split the opposition vote and let the Liberals in
( ) The decision of the Reform party to focus on the deficit instead of jobs

( ) Voters liked the fiscal policies of Reform but not the social policies of the party
( ) Other; Please specify: :

C10. Of the factors above, which ONE factor do you think MOST HINDERED Reform support
in your riding?
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C11. IN YOUR RIDING CAMPAIGN, which of the following media did you use to reach
potential Reform voters? (Please check any which apply)

( ) local radio
- () local newspapers
( ) regional newspapers
( )local television
( ) regional television
{ )} Other. Please specify:

Of the above media, which did vou utilise THE MOST?

Of the above media, which did you consider the MOST EFFECTIVE?

If you were to run for the Reform party in the next federal election, which media would
you use the most?

Ci2. Iif you were ab!e to change how the NATIONAL Reform wmpaxgn was nm, what would
vou change, if anything?

C13. If you were able to change how the Refonn mmpmgn was run IN YOUR RIDING, what
would you change, if anything?
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SECTION D

This section of the questionnaire contains questions about yourself. Responses to these
questions will be used to conduct a statistical analysis of Reform candidates in Ontario.

D1. What is vour age?

{ )25 and under
{ )26-290

{ )30-39

( )40-49

{ )30-39

{ Y60 and over

D2 Arevou: ( )male ( ) female

D5. Circle the highest level that you attended school (circle one only please)

erade123456789101112153

some college b
completed college

some university

corapleted one university degree
completed more than one university degree

D4. Where do vou live now?
{ Yona farm

OR in a community whose population is

“
\4

under 1,000 (rural) ()
1,000 to 9,999 (town) )
10,000 to 99,999 (smali city) ( ) ,
100,000 10 499,999 (medium city) ()
500,000 or more (metropolis) ()
DS5. What language do you normaliy use at home?

( ) Enghlish
{ ) French
( ) Other. Please specify:
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D6. Do you think of yourself as belonging to a social class?
() Yes ( )No

D7. If you had to choose one, to which of the following six social classes would you say you
belonged? o

() upper

( ) upper middle
( ) middle

{ ) lower middle
( ) working

( ) lower

D8. To which <lass did your parents belong to when you were growing up?

( ) upper

( ) upper middle
{ ) middle

{ ) lower middle
( ) working

( ) lower

D9. What was your total family income before taxes in 19937

( )$10.000 or less : ( )$60,001 10 $65,000
( )$10,001 10 $15,000 ( ) $65.001 to $70, 000
( ) $15.001 10 520,000 ( )$70,001 to $75,000
( ) $20.001 to $25.000 ( )$75,001 to $80,000
( ) $25,001 to $30,000 ( )$80,001 to $85,000
( )$30,001 t0 $35.000 ( )$85,001 to $90,000
( ) $35.001 to $40,000 { )$90,001 to $95,000
( )$40,001 to $45,000 ( )$95,001 to $100,000
( )$50.001 to $55.000 ( ) $100,001 and above

( ) $55,001 to $60,000

D10. Are you a member of a union ( or were you before retirement)?
() Yes { }No

D11. Is anyone in your immediate MIy a union member?

( }Yes ( YNo
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D12. If you were to describe your job, which one of the following categories would you pick?

( ) owner of a business ( ) white collar worker
( ) owner of a farm { ) blue collar worker
( ) seif-eraployed professional { ) homemaker

( ) politician ( ) uncmployed

( ) elected official ( ) retired

( ) student

( ) other. Please specify:

D13. What is your present occupation ( or before retirement)?

D14. (If appropriate), what is you spouse's occupation?

D15. What was your father's occupation when you were growing up?

D16. In the home in which you live at the present time, do you or your family
( )rent () own

D17. What is your marital status?
( ) scparated/divorced
( )single { ) widowed
( ) married ( ) Other (please specity):

D18. How many persons (adults and children) are in your houschold?

D19. How many full-time wage earners are in your household?

A

D20. What is your religion?

D21. In what country were you born?
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