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INTRODUCTION

Formal education is ugually of 1little or no con-
cern to a people in a new land, concentrating all thelr
efforts, as they must, egstabllisghing a home znd providing
the bere necessisies of life. Later ss the people hecome
more secure in the land »f thelr asdootion they turn thelr
attention to the education of thelr children. This training
of the young 1s generally carrisd on in the home by the
pare?ts or 1n'private schoolg condurted by scrcolmasters.
Zoon, however, the over ell populatlon realizss that the
yood derived from education.by the few could re sharsd by all.
Tt is usually at this point, because of the growing inter-
est of the people that the governing hodles give help and
direction to edueation.

This was the generel pstiern of educaticnal develop-
ment fcllowed by the people who settled in Prince Edward
Tsland after the expulsion of the Acedians in 1758. The
first certres of learning of these early settlers were the
privete schools operastaed by individuals as & persaonal ven-
ture. The children of the time attended trese schools on
rayment of the fees set by the master. Although these
private schcols continued even without directlon or asslst-

ance, still a great number of chlldren were receliving no
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formal education and a general lack of interast pravailgd
among tﬁe people. Consequently the Legislature decided, '
in 1825, to assist the parentz in tholr task of educating,
by paying part of the master's salary. This rarked the
beglrnine of tre participation of the Legisleture in the
field of educatlon.

From these small beginnings the educational organ-
ization of the —rovince progressed until free public schools
were established in 1877. his final system was controlled
by individuals and organized groups with clearly defined
powers and dgties. This'growth from the private schools
te a unified, controlled, free public system was undoubt-
edly influenced by educationsl trendslin other eountries.
Tn addition to this outside Influence, the legisletors
gset down regulations ttat would best answer the local
needs. As a result of thls the two baslc laws which gave
Prince Zdward Island its free public school system were;

The Fres 8chool Act of 1852 asnd The Public 2chool Act of

1877.

It 418 the purpcse of thls thesls to lnvestlgabe
these two basic laws with thelr historical antecedents.
o do this the study 1z organized into four chapters.

Chapter I deals with the growth of educetion in

the province from 1lts beglinning until the pericd prior to
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the passing of The Free School Act. The psrt played by the

Leglislature in trylng te find & sclution to the problems of
the time and trhe different mothods which were tried and
found inefficient_sre also covered. Ihe inadequagies of the
school eurrioculum, schoel bulldings and equlipment, teacher
qualifications and payment and school attendarce are dealt
with as the major problems which required 2 solution if the
system which had developed was to function efficlentlye.
Chapter II first of all conslders the report of
the Education Committee which had been appointed by the
Legislature in 1851 to study the educational system of the
province made imperative by the general lack of intsresc
in sducation on the part of the people and inadequate school
attendance. TIhe recommendations of the Committes and the

final solutlons arrived st in the The Free School Act are

discussed. Although this Act was considara@ to be tho
answer to the 11ls in education at the tlme, there werse
many who were opprosed to 1t and did all in thelr power to
have 1t annulled by the Home fovernment in London. This
opposltion to the Act 1s considered in the last part of the
Chepter.

Chapter I1I covers the stormy period ln seducsetionsl
development from 1852 to the period immedlately prior to the
passing of The Public 3chool Aect in 1877. 7This chapter
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shows thaet the solutions arrived st by the Leglslature in
the Act of 1852 were not satlisfactory, as the same problems
kept recurrings durin; this period. Once more solutions.had
to be worked out for the quest%ans of school attendance,
teacher qualifications and pay, sectarian bteaching and
Bible reading in the schocls. In addition to trese there was
the problem of the inadequacles of the doard of Educatlion and
the school trustees. These were the major issues which had
to te settled by the Leglislature in the new Education Act.
This chapter dlscusses the part played by each of these
issues in causing the government to appoint a parliamentary
committee to study the operation of the education system in
the province.

Chapter IV considers the report of the parliasment-
ary conmittee appointed by the Leglslature in 1878 to study

the operatlion of the Education Law of 1888 mainly because of

the inadequacies of thse Board of <ducatlon and the presence
of sectarien teaching in some of the schoolas. The general
religlous unrest over the sepsrate school question and the
great effort put forth by the opposing rellglous groups to
have thelr policy followed in the new act are also btaken up.
The chapter daal? baslcally with the recommendations of ths
parliamentary committee and the solutlions worked out by the

Legislature in 'he Publlic 3chool Act of 1877, The last




INPRODUC (TON ix

cection of the chapter shows the ineptness cf the Roman
Catholic Eishop of Charlottetown in clelming protection

under Seetion 83 of the 3ritlash North America Act for

what he considered to be legally authorlzed separate
schools at the time the Province entered Confederation
in 1873,

The subject mmbtter of this thesls ls taken almost
sxclusively from prlmary sources. These include: The

Journal of the Amsembly of P.E.T.; ‘he Debates of the The

Assembly of P.E.,I.; The Debates of the legislativs Council

of PEJIe3 'ne Laws of P.E.T.; The School Viaitors' Reports

from 1873 to 1877; and the correspondence baetween the

Lieutsnant Governor and the Colonial Secretary, London,
“ngland in 1882 and 1855, This correspondence is contalined

in Provinclal Corrsgpondence of P.E.T., O Series, Vol, 5Z2.

However, the most helpful source was The Journals

of the Assembly. These contalned, besldes the proceedings

of the House, the following appendixes: Reports of the

Sehool Visitors from 1837 to 1872; Heports of the Principal

of the Normal School from 1855 to 18773 he Heports and

Hecommendations of the Board of rducation from 1830 to 1877;

and The neporta of the Education Committess of 1834, 1352

and 1878. Ihe Journal of 1878 contalns the complete corre-

gpondence that passed between the following people: Che
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Governor General of Canada, the Devartment of Justice, the
Roman Catholic Blilshop of Charlottetown and the Erecutlve
Counell of P. E. T. It alsoc conbalns coples of the liemoriala
present?d by the Bishop to the Lerislature and ths Governor
General, and the one presented by ths Executlve Council to
the Governor General.

n addition to.t}eae sourcaes the followln, news- .

papers of Charlottetown, P, E. I. were used: Ihe Examiner,

The Protestant, The Protector, The Islander, The Roysl

GazZette, The Charlottetown Patriot, The P. E. I. Magazine,

and The P, E. I. Reglster. In these newspapars can he

found a record of contemporary affairs over the vsars.
They reported the desires aend attitudes of the,people
concerning many of the major lgsues in the field of

education.



AV TER T

EDUCAVT N 10 P B, I, BIOnf L3028

The earlv settlers who came to Prince Sdward
Island strove so earnegtly to establish {remgolves in thelr
new land that they gave little or no thourht to educatlonal
needs, Tater, as eomrunities hecare Flr-ly established
the pacple directed thelr stbtentlor ke ithe training ~f
thelr offspring. The crlldren w.oc cececived ary foraal
education durin: this early period did sc either through
thelir parerte In the home or from the sghooloasters in
the:r private sehools, Thego masterg ta. hi ary eourse
they desirved and ma'ntained thel: sohocls Wy gtudont fees.
Tris systen of prlvate sﬂhualazcnntinuﬁ@ in the
Provinee until the Legislature dse’ded, heoause . the laryge
nusber of pupils receiviry no edueablonal tra'ning and
hecause I the genaral_laa? of ‘rteregt (n the educat’on con
the part of the people, to assish the people ‘'n the Lask
of education by elping to pay part of ithe mahumlvﬂsﬁﬁr&'
salnyiaa; This action on the part of the Taglslature, 'n
16825, markoed the 2eplnning of a long gradual process
theo  gh whieh education becams a public ¢ cern, unlfled,

ciptrelled and vogulatod by “le Legtalaturn. The peoplo,
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fhrough their government, lus dotermined the type of
school thet was established, ‘he curriculum, the qual!fi=
cations and galary of the teachers sxd (he teprms f payment.
This gradual development of sducatlon by & telal
and errcr method caused no great disturbance amung the
people or the Legislators until the pericd prior to the

passing of (he iree Sghuol Aet of 180<. At this time,

heeauae.cf the sreat coat of education which the pecople had
te besr, there arnge an s-liation t< bave sdvcation free
for all, Im addlitlion to this degire of the people, the
Bogrd of _ducation and the Zchonl Vigl ter ware very des.roug
that teachsrs!? qualiriaazi@nu and salavies he Insroansd
and that scroel) atbendanee, scehool rulldings and surriculum
ghould ve lrproved,

ihese problems which weve most pressiog at this

tize ware instrume-tal In having the Fres Sghool det passed

by the Youse of Asgembly. . ach of these fmctors will be
compldered in this charter to show the existing zitvaticn
and the part it nlayed ‘n having the Act passed., In
addition 3c tle problem mentlonsd, t-ore were rmany minor
tasues which were p-iLtled by Lthe Aot of 18FE tut which were
not the eause ! any grest concern st this time. lowever,
many of tham will be cons . dered ian this chapler as the

Fdusation Aet ¢F 152 gettled these problems end a conw
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alderation of them will ;ive & clears: loture of the

existing situation,

1le The Teaohur.

The teachers »lo ware conductine alasaes throurhout
the Provinee in 1882 prnssessed the gual'fications reguired
of them by the varlous sducatlon acte pricr te this iime.
The salaries which the temchers were ‘c recelve were also
regulated by law. Prier to 1852 the teachers wore receiving
a small portion of thelr pay from the Provinelal Treagury
and the remainder from fees pald Lo them by the pavents of
the c¢hildren whto sattended schonl. Froaw tire to tire the
Le *slgture inereased the 'egchera'’ gtipend and al sho same
time the mrount that waz be be vald % them by thre parenis,
This ccitli»n on the part of the Leclglaturs burdensd tie
rgrents toe such an extent Lthat they kept trel: chlldeoen gi
home. EBecause ol t*ilgz sltuatlon tre tcichreg reccived loas
salary ag the Lerisletilve seant rar withteld 10 the mehocl
attendance fell helow & specifled pumber, Az 2 vesgull, the
tesochkars were leaving thu nrofessisn $r geoek thelr livew
1iheed in more remuneratlve positions,

The condltiong of 18.8 developed cruadually. Yo
have & true pleture of the problemes that eonfronted the
Leglelature st this time 't 1 nocesgary to look at i is

developrent of the @ualificetions and res.lations that wove
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imposed on 'he tea:hors In trying to erclve at a workable
educational gresom,

™e carly nrivabs ~chools ~hleh wero aporatin- in
rarioug areas of the mrovinco carvliod Lo thelr worh
without any aszlstance wntil the Leglslature Sonlr an sebtlve
part in educatlon by passing "an Act for the rnoours senent
of “dueaticn,® 'n 1825, This act stobed:

“henever tha inhmbliants cf eny Aetrict or ssttle~

ment within this Taland shell va se by = .bsoription
the aur of thirty pronda or wpeards ”*r tho gu-po-t
of A school, a8 wa,en for & school nsner  «sese  1E
arall e . aw lawful fo- the L »mutanmt "gvarnor Lo
ismie his warrent for the payment of such a sunm aut
¢f the I»easury o7 thli [sland as shinll bve &q&aW el
ene s2ixth part AR ?wge« In add*tlon o und in ald of
auch subserliption

o3

w o dho 1 digt»ict was now asuialiod by the
Provizneial Treasvry in he tesk afAmayin; t;& teach n'ae
salary. T: i3 Interegtins ko nobs, hovever, (mmtihis act
ef the Leglslature 4id not lay down any ot!-~ulatione as to
the gualifiecatic 8 of the teachers.

Things did net contlinue in thlz lashlop for very
long as the Assembly of 188D, by an ect for the encoura esment
of sducatlon establlished & Boned of tdusatior evnsisting of

Pive nwembors, wrich hed p- its echlel function the sclection

T

1 Perels House of Aspetbly, "Education Amh" Laws
of Psiale, V Georze IV, Can. V, 195, p. £56, In ch
Parliansntar; Library, biawe.
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and arpclatnont of sehoclrestors®, As a regult, orong
vho w ghed to Mo cual’ 0 @ an & tescher Yd Yo avrear Lefore
the Beand F Plucation and mase an axsring iy

Althouh the overmront wan Sal ‘np nkepr fr geo
*het e teacher s vors guallfisd i+ Haw~h the youth of the
couriry, thoes were may toachers who 414 nnt oot »' 5 the

approvel of the marents, The lelels v tin-e ir Uhe Prince

~dwarc eland Mggarine lnd thls $o say with repard o nany

£ the mpsters of tho mwerirdl

Tonee 1t freguontly happenet that 16 wes thet
only persons of shipwracked craractsr and Hlagted
prospeata in 1ife, after every othor ronct ces had
failed tem, whro hock wn Lhe Tovertant of Plie of
schocl~anter,  Soetimee & mal oo preud to beg,
too vpri ht te stegl wuld consent, as a hapy medium,
to wicld the hilpehv,

»

_Ir thia I8 a trus ploturs of the Seachnr of the
period, it is no wonder that thelr roral hahits were &
concern of the 3chesl Visitor and the Doard of Bducatioen,
At this {lme the Noard of Fduestion was brou-ht hafore the
House of Assembly by & committee apiointed Lo study the

state of education., ‘lIry Benjlarin 5t. Crolx, 8 nuasber of the

"

2'"viale House'of AmsemBly, "Pducation Ast," Lews
of PaE,1,, IX “eor;elV, Cap. TV, 1929, .. 202, In the
Parllarentary Libreary, Uthawa,

»

3 Tke Ielcle, The Prince tdgard Igland "agazine, .
g&ynzry 10, 1889, In the Leislotlive iiﬁrawy, Charlobtiebown,
LE ¥ )
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Bourd, presentes a gol.vlon o e Leogsiglatuws, e su-
gocreanded st

G0 eandidove ghoold e adelotald bu own e@xanirabion,
unlesgs he oan produce a Test monlal of nis adhriety,
and coovecd moral uwabily, s Uroal leasd, Thup
of tﬁe moes b ?@Ep*cu&hlﬁ izhah sents o the @iﬁ%ﬁiat
i which ho 18 Lo toachy gad that sweh & Tugtioon’al
b~ consldered by the Bs&rﬁ a gine gus non, and in no
instange e digponsed withe.

The necwszliy ol gord mopal Tablbs and an incrsage
in qualificatbions ware the .wu maln polnts wilch congernsd
the Soard of ".drcatlon and tho ~erors of tho Housme ol )
Asaerhly. Tha mevbars of Yhe Board generally agreed that,
”inataa@ of an ‘ns.ght emly inco she =lenenis o2 En~llsh
Jrammar, a compatent khovwledge of the same ghould Yo
requirﬁduﬁ. So reat waa e ooncern over Sthose twoe factors
of moral conduct and !noresmsed qualllicatlong that reagulaw
tions were 1 1d down conearninc~ them in the Ldugabion fe
of 1834, This act was passed as a resull of tho sarnesd
deslire an tie part of the Leglalafors e fnprove the
competoney, salary and moral b i be of thy tencliurs,.

As a resull of this nct, there were te Le thwa@

claspes of Leacherst Flrast or Lowest ¢ lags toachers, to be

.

4e "Poluls Houge ol Aﬁﬁamuly, "ibport &f uducdtion
Commitbtee”, Ths Journal 'of Afliemb 14, 1854 P 25, in
the Legiala*i:a Libeary, Chaylo a mwn, B, LI,

5 inid.
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compstent to teach knglish, o adin;, writing, prast.cal
arithmetle, end v: recelve five pounds from the fublic
Treasury; Jecond Class teachers, to be sblc sc teach the
sub jects alraa@y mentloned, and in sddition Lo Yo able to
teach geomebtry, trigonometry, vensurat.on land surveying,
navipgation, tugether wiih ngllish Grarcer, and to recelve
ten pounds from the Public Troasus:i Thied or highest cvlass
teachers to be competenmt to teach the subjJects already
named and to have extensive kmgwladgw i the clagsles, the
bizher branehes of math@g&tias, to rether with geo . raphy

ariéd the use of the ;lobs, and o recelve “rom the Public
Treasury twertv pounds, In addition bto trese gquallifications
the tepchers had Se presont a ecarbtificete siymed by four
prominent men of the disiriet in which they were poling to
tesch, teztifying that they were of ;o~d moval craracterd.
The courees that they wers expected o teach, &8 stipulsted
by t@is act, varied 1iiile from thls tinme watil 1877, How=
ever, ths question of .ood moral charscter as & desired
gqualification for wsachers wes retainqd in all later aduca~

ticoal laws cf the Province.

8 P.7.I, House ¢/ Aspembly, "Hducatlion’ ict,” Laws
of Pa 9le, IV #1lllam TV, Cap, I, 1034, pe 417, in the
Parllieronsary Library, (hiawa,
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The acts of this and subpegient perlocdn, exvlicitly
stated vhat were the deslired qualifigations eof the teachers
and what was expected of lem In the way of Jood moral
sharacter. ['owever, nothing shatever was sa’'d wlth reserd
to the method these zn~e toachers shouldd s ploy in thel:
wo rit af_teaching. A3 Sthers ware no nrofesslonel or normal
sghcols, they were fres to taach as tley saw fit,.

L more goncern to lhe Leglalators was tho need lor
academle knowledge vn the part «f the temchewrs, In ihe
vear 1826 the Contral Acadeny wos eutabllshed in (harlotle-
%ﬁﬁﬂv, whare candidaites for a teacher's licenszse could
beeome pro’iclsnt in the seadenicz gubloncts HSelfrp: presenting
themsslves %o ihe B ard o the gralifying szaminotlion.
Jdthourh the scaderny was esieblished by law 10 1780, it wag
act until 1338 that 1t wes officially cpened®, Tiashers
could now attend the Aeaderny to prepare ‘hemasolvos ggr the
exa~ination hefore the Poard of Pducation. FHowever, the
treinin- recelved was purely academlie and not r-oferslonal,
In faect, the need for professlonal iraining: was not recognized

on the psrt of the legislat res unt'l the neooal achunl wasm

7 PyFeT, Houge of Asserbly, " ducatlion Aet,” Laws
of Pelel,, X Ouorge IV, Cap. IX, 188°, p, 2300, in the
rilamentary Library, O0taw.

8 Y.Bal. House of Assembly, The Jownal of ‘Le '
E%saMhlg, Appendix E, 18437, in tho FUbllc Averives of Ganads,
AW Ry
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opened in 1lLdl.
The Board of cducatlon and the Jcheol Visiter, who
- - (+] . . -
wes appuinted in 18377, conllinunlly advised the Leglslalurc
t¢ esteblisl. & Vormal OSchool. DBy leoking at e riport of
the Senoo’ Vislior concerning the nmuthols used by the
feachera of this perlod, 1% is clearly seen that somelhing
should have been dous. In Liis peport of 1037 to che
Legislature, e s.eted Liat
I regret fio 'ave 1t b atale tnau, Trow recent
personal cbservation, that the syaten of Ilnstmictlon
pussy ¢ in meany of the countyy acﬁacls throu;hout
the Izland is extremely delective, and corsequently

but littla rzaily usaful and suba*aw lal mguledpe
18 acgutred Ly the chilldren at endin. themlO,

‘his war but tho beglnaning of a :reat agltallon on

the part of the School Vg tor for the Introductim of some

g

professional tralning st the Caentral Acadoery or for the
estsblilgbment of o Xormal ‘chool,

Apparantly‘tha Qegiﬁiatuva Y ¢¢11’mf to liazom %o
the cheol Vislbor, for, in the sear 1347, lhe achool act
wes changed a.d ln additles bto passlog btee Yboard”, a

candidate rad to condunt 8 clags volare oo of e wnpters

o pprone

Fatale “cuse vl w«BRebLly, "hdutetlon Aeu", Law
.I, VII Willlew IV, Cen. XX, 1837, », BEZ, ir the
F Iiig éary—leravy, fﬁhuwa.

10 ?qi» QI& Fovae of & ﬂ%bl""t"’ly', r sienl Viaitooty”
(slg) Heport™, The aaaﬂnm&%u; phé %ﬁ&umblj Aprand x B, 1837,
in tie Publlo Arebilves of Carpde, Dllawa,
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of the Central Acudemy. The headmaster of the Acndermy then
gave the oondldato a cepdliffeate tast fyinc to hlg I2bneose
to cenduet claageos,. Thim cortificabe was neccssnry bofore
the Beard i duecatlen would lssue & licooge bo any
condlidateld, Thia wes & poor smawer bo he gestion u? the
gstablishrment of a Worsal chool, TL 414 heln howev-s) in
&5 woch ag 1% was sn sadmission on ‘he rart -0 the Laglslaicrs
that mo-e “han acedemic atisinnent war reces. poy o0 &
candidate te be a rrofiolent teashar,

Ag & rem:lt " this sectiom of Yte sob, 311 tenchers
kad to comply slth thaze In-tpueticnas of the ldaw, oxenrth
the “raneh nsachers vho taurht in the Aeadlan achoolss These
teachers had only te present & cortificsts of food margl
ecnduct md the tasiiponlial of & clergyman tent!rying that
Be Tourd the camdlidate soppatent Lo teach. lnoe $hose
tonshers d1é notr pass the bowrd skeminati-on, “helr allowancs
from the Provinclsl Tveasapy wae slways less .ean that pald
to other teachers., To reeslive the provinelal gyrant rovever,
£ll teachers, whether licenmed by ‘he Toupd of Fducatlon

or not, had to teach on least wendy puplls for & perlod

11 P,E.I, House ol Assérbly, "“ducation Aet”, lLaws
¢l Polele, X Victerim, “ape. 7X, 1847, p. 948, in bhe
& iiéﬁnﬁary Librery, Ottaws,
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of twelve monthsg., This si‘pulation 7 a reqitired cbler dance
plased & great hards'ip -n Lhe Grach g a ¢ une tut the
hecinning of ong ~"' the sost mostan® cavsea 7 bzac ep
sbr tago ‘n 1858, Torecver, 1L became the ceuse o azgltatlion

on the part f *he teachore %e tave e a2 Beheol 4.1

of 1378 panrgcd.
in saddition Lo thv. wloess whers drz'lan teschern
taught «nd whepe Frecch was lhe lanriegs ancelim, Lo 08 wopo
certain aresr of e Isloand gettled Ly pecpls Mrom Jenblend.
These people uonbinmucd Lo o poall V.o Jectel Guellic I thelr

gdophel lend, L[ the xch-wls oo - Lse dlo

[

T
o

vlets, e
ile gore clven instuchion in thoir own lang.a -2 snd the
ssaehorg employed haz Su be #ls Lo apoak &aal;cle. Thase,
howevsr, unlike the Acadian reachers wo.e not siven speclal
e-nsideration under anvt of Ve ed.oabtlion +288. ALYl Loachers
exgept the Froonch, had ¢ counly with he lawirmictlers of
the law in ord.r to be able t. conduct classes in sy of

the scheols or tn drew ihio allewanc. from the Fublie
Ireasurys. I, howaver, the rench Leachors Lulliliod the

l-%ter of the law w th -eopuch Lo reosin: Jhe examinntion

12 P.E,I. Honze OF Amaﬁmbly "ragntipe te Combiifirg
¢ "he Fihlend Secledr”, The $wzwml of mf Acmardly,
Appendix D, 1BIO, », 7, 1.0 %e Lo inlabtive Librier,
Charicttetewn, V. .l.
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of the Board of Educatlion, :hey tu , rece.ved e ro_alar
guvernment al lowance >,

Although the French teechors rec.’'ved zneclal
congideratlon, such was nnt tho case so~ the fo ule bteachoers
of the tlmﬁ: Though resteicted with vegicet w wam Wl 8y
night seach, they had bo cowply w sh all the re_ulations
of the law wlth rc¢ s ¢ %o qualiflicetions., "hesge focale
teachers were pe rmitted to Loach girls of aay ave ana boys
undesr tanlé, “his sostiricblon vas ome rove progiplintin
fector in the teachar shor aje of 18 2.

A tegﬁher who met all the ccqu re- mts of %he Board
“ducacion, recelved a lloonse %o teach 2nd had taught
at least twenty puplils “or twelve wmonths, eould draw a sum
cf T fteen pounds from thoe Provinelal ‘remsury if he :eld &
firat elase lieensme cr twenty poun .8 1f he held a second
class license, In additlion wo this g vernment :rant a8
teacher was to recsive a stlpulated amount from the sarcats
of chlldrea of achcool agse. This arount was tc be twentiy

pounds for & £.rast clegss Teaghsr a.d th'rity pourds Jor a

15 P.E.I. House of Assembly, "Fducdtion acth,
Lawg of Petele, VIT Vie., Cap. XOVII, 1844, ps &0, in
the Farilsmesntary Librar/, .ttaws.

14 1bid,
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second class tcacherl’,

laring this early perlod 1% would seem that the
teachsr was at the somplets mercy nf the Board of (ducation,
the Schoel Viaiter, the Tegslslature and Trustes Board whileh
hired hiine. The gc}a?lma&tsra af’ﬁhe timo seosm Lo have
taken no aotive pert, as a .reup, in the formulating of the
syaten of education. Howsver, the beachers geem to have

beaen held in great reaspect, judging by ithe writlng of

D. Fergusen in The P,I'.1, jagazine., 'ie had this to say
of the teachay of the periodt

The ddhoolrester of the old days, 1f he respeetsd
himeelf, stood higher with pupils and parents than
the teacher of ftodsy. The . reat ordesl of passing
the Hoard successfully geve him much Ilmporitani@sees
He euld write & will, draft a petitlon to the
Rouse of Assoerbly, or hold up his end in an argument
with the minlster ocn the Jdoctrina of predeatination}
but 1% wes only wh'n he sént home work with the
children to thelr parents, regulring theh Yo procure
Lermie's Crommer and Chalmers' Geopraphy, snd actually
undsrtook to Lemeh thase new-~fan.led gnd abstruas
branches of education, thab the natent of hls erudi~
gia% ge %o dewn on 'he minds of the people of the

atricts®,

Respect, apperently, wasg not sv{'lclent to hkesp

the teachers st theiy Jjobs and as s group they must not

.

15 P.iiTI. Housé of Assendly, “"Cducatlon Ast,"
Laws of Palials, X Vie,, Cap, 1X, 1847, py 952, In tre
Farfiamen%&ry ﬂihmuwy, Ot bawn,

» “+ L]

16 D, Fergumscn, Pefel. Ya.peliné, Hay 1, 1868, In
the Legisletive L r&ry,"%%iﬁiutaaﬁﬁﬁn, Foilela '
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have Leon satielled xtsh Lhe towhing s fuatlon o
contitlona. e Sehool “islto., Ja lis reyo te, complalned
thet teachin, was 1ci ¢ avldusey @ prevul.l nowuL b used
enly a5 & steppln, Stune 1o mMore 2O UN-CRLIVE PLSLLiunBe

e go.oplainmed ha. leacuoer whe Lad civen cars 7 sduv.te
recelved no morc pay Lhan coamg boyve and Cols Just
licerged wnd teashin: for tLao lrasl Lo 17,

Mon~s co.tinued n o2 slate uniili W 265 ol=
mascersmet .n Chacslotbesnwn n 1 D2, A o remils, & peillitim
wae olraulaied et Las e &eﬁcﬁwra* saleriea be pol
wholly Treo Lhe fpovinconl Jreasu. ., rathor  Lan paeoly frow
the rsasury and partly fvom J e peopla vao e d ¢h”luwan
atie uing e a;‘uall&. i, wag (to Cloat active sbey
taken by the c.achurs, a8 & 'roud, Lo halp Prone obole &

-

change I o exwnling gsysten o4 educlilon.
Althouyh the beaclers were (ot Vw'ed nto a
federa:ion -r sssee.&tlon (2 ey are Lodey, ans alioca b

they had nc normel or proless oral tLoalrolin ww 8ugh, -6 was

17 P,Lele Housa o” sssembly, "Heheool Viglter's
(sie} nepnct,” The Jourvel of tie Asrs bly, Appendlx .,
1841, pe 18, in fo Llglslative Liboary, Chorl ‘ tebown, Pei,T.

“

”n

ruh' Sorene By ol Pa v ley
ey, Churlottet wn,

’ 18 Palmer, Luboice ol ke b
e HC, In uie T ‘wl;t, e Libp

1472
els

P.L

e
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Th-ge u~ag org oo gual' e’ 0 d wald a wVae w
reralatl ng lall down by law. e ogare Low Ll
gstirula~:d how .o v 2" JTAsem g willd ar tau oy L
tenchera before they (o'dd draw a2 - ot ot allsunor,
A. has Been . nted dup crevigvl , the
then, even 28 ns., ..~ a%t glways ¢ 1,1l b ucslised
ny the , eople. ceode Loa Tartalscore adl e step ln L e
right ¢ rect’on £n .0 #tl..latv ¢ ¢ oo & ¢ seker by o, jpod
aorel che-acter, oo when 14 r8.eblia o b o 0 1iral ceadecwy,
Here sospeciive ‘eacners go.ld Be tee’ s 7o acete o

gab e oe AL U ls tiwme, btre Tclisel ¥islter, I i @y

3

e
£

“po. %8 Lo She L islmive., o0 loo oub v ot ove boad
beuchers rul. ot g v .. L. o Teng.my ouonlicar Uool:
saluries wore ipple-crned tnd cone voo ortliu oo olver

to abllity be temoh o b years ol cu 'nh O BITVLL . 0
alse rocoroenutc Lhe o B SRIM D&MWY, o fune bl ocoweblis ed.
The need fc. gorms ypr i profos fomal lea'uwin sar olooogly

adv cated by the [chiol Vislror, 17, as he »oloiela <, the

gcholars were to bonefit from relr ’mﬁtvuctmrslﬁ.

19 7,7 ,T, use of Anse-bhly, ".eh ol “silterts (sie)
neport,” The Journal of the fewe bly, Arpend'x [, 103 , P8

e " T : o * L] s
in she Legialat ' ve Libradry, Luar'e Letown, F.o.7,
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the L6 fslature L. Lhe p.lal o ore e I Gleoted the
gucestlons of the Fosrd and he L chool visbes Inte laws
w-ich Iincreased toacher g allficatlons. In sh-rt the Board
grd the “chenl Viagli » » "nted rut t et 1 oo o) atlsvdances
wag to approzimate vhat Lt sbould Le and educablon generally

wig Lo edvanee, then the people shild ne suppll d »ith well-
pald eompetent teaci ers,
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The people of the period were interested not so
much in the qualiflicatlions of the teachers as In the
guestion o? payment. In another section on Schoel
fttendance, it will be shown that the greater burden of
teachersa' salerles was being borne by the parents of the_
children of achool age. The people felt this was unfair,
as they bellieved all should help defray the cost of
education. People and teachers allke requested that the
Legislature pay the total salary from the Provinclal
I'reasgury.

. Because of the agltation from these different
groups, the Leglslature was faced wlth the problsm of
trying te find a solution that would be satlsfactory to all
and stll} be beneficial to sducation in the Province. In
additicn, the 3School Vislitor and the Board of Education
were agltating for changes and improvements in the schools

and school curriculum.
2. School and Curriculum.

In the early colonial days the children attended
classes In & private home. Here the teacher, judglng from
the advertisements of the schoolmssters in the early news-

papers, taught the subjects of hls cholce. In these early
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schoola a teacher could ol apge tre puplls any fee be
gighed. PFrom these small beglnrings the schools developed
into publie schools which were seteup accordin tc law and
paid for br the pec@l&gﬂ. To ret 8 true ploture of the
sdhools that existed ground 1882, 1t 1s necessarr o look
at thelr gradual development,

At firet schools were eatavlished in ithrnas arons
of the province where the populstion was Jdonse snough to
warract then. Thess schools were not cstabllsied in one
locatlion in & dlstrict but were moved {rom place Lo place
as the pepulation shifted. DLecause of thia ml ratowy
character of the schools, & locallty tiat cnce hed g achoosl
gould » ddenly find 1Hgedf v ihout one. Thlz faet g ho-no
out by the report of the Jchuol Visltor, "r. Velleill, in
1837 vnen he atated:

The . loratory character »f e schrols, vr the
ghifting of thes {rom place tu place, ias, In vy
opinion, ancther injurious effect upon the
progreas o education, From this cause 1t hapuons,
thet after the children have made c.ns . derable
proficiancy, thei: ecaresr la sbfopped all &% once
by the re -wval of tre sahcol to enotirer part - f
the clgtrict, shere the population has recently
baeome ~ore dense and then the (ormer lo ality ‘s
complately deserted} the gettlers lmmediately

around 1t veln, unabdble, without the vcowc, - ratlon
of thelr more dlgtent nelitbours, Lo sesure the

B0 PuFal. Nouge ~I Assembly, “"Hducetion Aet,”
The Laws of i, ele, IV V1., Cave L. 1841, p. 641, in
T8 Parliie-cncery Library, Uobawa,
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o
continuance of the school®t.
Sp serious was thls mijratory sspect of the gcliools

that she Legislature provided in the Bducatlon Al nof 1044

that, "no teacher was “o receive the allowanes from the

Frovinelal Treasury wnleas he wns provided with a so' ool~

hg&magg”.

The schools of ihiilsg early norliod were rather dlamal
places for young ?wyﬂ and plrle as Suded by the mﬁ?ert of
¥r. Johm Arbuskle, 3echool Viglior Tor #r» nece County, irince
BEdward Ialand. Tn 1842 he described the physical charag-
teristies of the schouols of the %time ea ollova!

Thé scheol houses are badly lecated, exposcd to
noige, duseh and daner «f the hishwa-, wmatirachive,
if not pesitively reénulsive in the'r extecnal and
Internal apreoarance, and bullt at the lomst posgible
expense of material and labour («...) the gideline
of the publle ropd, and the moat w rthless paresl of
land In the dist>ies, 1f the twoe can be found in
juxtapos’tion, sezr Yo be the favoured local'lby.

They are ton small, badly liskted, aad irperfectly
warnwd, They are no. furnished with srats and
‘desks, properly -ade and adiusted to esch - thev
and arren;ced in guch o auner as b prodote the
comfort and 2 rvenlence of lhe achclsrs, and fhe

"2l re®eT, House of Acsgerbly, MLchonl Vieltorts®
deport”, The Journel of ‘the Aczewbly, A pendis T, 1037, in
the Leg slative L Lrary, Lhapiotsebtown, F,0 el

28 Po.¥.Te Houme of Apsembly, "*ducaticn det”, lhe
Lawe of PeEele, VIT Vic., Cap. XXVII, 1744, pe 625, in he
rarlierentary Library, Citaws.
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eagy supérvision of the teacher. he seats arc
toe high, with no suitable su-vort for the vack,
and eapeclally for the younger children. 'The
deaka ars too high for the seats, and are either
attached so rhe wall on three sldes «f “he poom,
go thet the laces of the acholars are turned from
the teacher, and & portion of thenw abt leasst ade
tempted c:nctantly to lock out at the windows,
oy thé sesta attached 4o the wall on oppoalie
8'des, snd the scholars sit facin: sach other.
They ave not provided w!th blackehoard:, maps,
md other apparatus and fixtures, whileh are
indispggsabla to B well regulated and insiructed
sghool

Although these gchools had left much to be desired,
the Leglislature had made an sffert to bring some cunformity
into the slze of the schools. They also :ave some thought
to the teachers and children etterdin; those schools, lor
- in the act of 1844 the Leglslature stipulated thai,
"sakcols shall have a clesared area of 168 square feet and
thoea bullt after the bassing of thils aet ghall have a
cleare@ area of 256 squars feet®®*, This sestion of the act
helped, Iln as much ms “he schools were now reguired io

rovide gufllicient ares for the prchable schiol populatlion.

Nob only was tho ¢ondltlion of ths sohool o cause

of agliation an the part o the Sdchcel Visitor, but the

23 F.E.XI, House pf Asgsembly, Schonl Viplter'w hmpavﬁ"
The Journsl of tre Agserbly, Asnendix v, 1842, p. 112, in
The Tozlolative Librasy, Cherlottetown, b.i,l.

84 Pyoele House of Assecbly, "Scheol Vialter's dsport®,
The Journa)l of “he h&ammbl Appsndix ? 1543, P. 118, in
the Lecialative Librewy, &rln%u@tmwm, PoceTu
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leack of teachinr eguipment was alse a ressen for
dissatisfaction., The laws of this porlod make no mondtlion
vhatever regardin- equipment necessary for the t.acher in
order that he mi-ht toach effectively. However, the early
reports of the Schocl Visltors deplored the “almest btotsl
went of apparatus, as models, aps, 0te."2%  1n thoce days,
1t wuld seem v’ at equipment, which is consldered so
necessary today in teaching, wes consldercd less so,
provided the teschsr had met the standard required by the
"Board". Even the Yluckboard, which ts such an cssential
part of every classrcom, was not part of e teaching
equipment untlil the year 184?._ In that vear John VeNelll
brou-ht out in his repert that, "one of the -resteast i~
provements effected Quring the last four cor {lve years {(s...)
is the introduction of the blackbaaré“gﬁ.

Althougl mach wes sald both by the 8School Vigltcws
in thelr repcris and the membrers of the Z.ard of “aucaiion
with regerd %o the $ype and comdition of the schuols, n@thing
geems to have been dons to lmprove thom meterially. However,

thelr nurber Inereased throuzhout the Tsolard. In 1837 there

£8 Ibid.
26 Ibid,
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P
were flfty-one schoolr, with 1,640 scholars cttending 27

whilc 'n 1881 there 151 sohy olr witr 4,737 seholosy In
sttendanca®B,

A degevirtlon of the tvpes ¢ scheels of the npericd
cen be found in the Bcheol Vieltor's reprort of 1748 In which
he classifisd them as “ollows:

Ppimary or v eparatory achorls, tea~hinn
principally weading and Spelling; -rene. seadlan
Scheols for Acadlanz) Infant .cheols {(one in
Charlo’ “etown ancd un 'n Gewretown}; the etiounal
Sehools Female Hchrolse, whese ourrlienlu  included
the elementary sub facts and also wrackbliesd
inatsuction in such Ind str’es as nertain to women
{twe in (harlotketown, twe n L. Fehor's)y
Dlstrlet Bchools, dlivided Ind ['rat olass
(currlieulun imeluding readin, Writing, raglish
Treammar, Arithmet’c) and second class {(currieulu -
1.eluding the £ re, ning mublects wd Tatin and
¥pthematlies, Lf the nuplls destde *o avall the--
sclves cf ihese subiects) . BE

This zives & clear pleture o0 the 3'v sleon of the
schonls of the tlwe, Alilowyt e schrols varied e Lo
the subk jects tauslt. Uhey 454 not dn go wlih ro

ary to

L
£

phyatical conditions and t.aching equipment. 3

(00T WerS

27 Purie a Vouse of Assubly, "weh 0l Vizgitorts
Report,” The Journal of thé Aszserbly, Appendix |, 1707,
in the Lerlslative Library, ‘harlotbetown, F.i,7.

88 F..e7w House of Asserbly, "schr ol Vielter's
Seport,” The Journal of the Agsembly, Avrondlx R, 1abl,
ir: the Leglalntive Library, Lherlottetown, ¥,b,. [,

. 29 Feowle Fougae of Aswenbly, "School vielterts:
Report;” The Journal of :ra Assently, Arpendix C, 134!,
r. 120, 1n he Le lslativo Library, Charlotiebown, .l.el.
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thege sohuols that e Jehool Viethor in hie veport of
1849 recom -ended Lthat’

It would not be undesewving the atieniion of
the Leglislabure, or the oxivation of the nrosont
law, to provide that all school Heses So be herow
aftor eracted, ashould he constoucted on an unlfhry
plan, wlth refodence to Drope. o ovenicnacs, warmbh
srd ventiletlon, and placed ac a aultable d'sbtance
from the sizhts and sounds of the higbwaydl,

This report of ihe ichool Visiter of duecn's
County was si:ilar %o thoss »I the Viasit.rs frow the other
two eounties fop thig and subsequent years, This ap’tation
for er cversll general lnprovensant n the school wag an
add tlonael problem which conflrontec the Lexialabture ln the
periad imrgdiately prinr tn 1I-LE, Dealdes thls inmperative
question, the Ioglalature waz feoed wi'h *hwe aovlows prrblenm
of an imppoved school aurvloulum,

Yn the bejlazing of formal educailon on the Island,
the teschers were fres Lo deglde Sielp own prosram of
studles. It would ses~ rom the rany advertisme xmis In
the pesgoapers of the tHlme thet the temchers toloed to
gltract more pupile %o their sebools by the mud » of

sourses they offerad,. ¥ost of the schools -ave Insiruction

30 Pyalale Houzme ¢f the Asseubly, "S8cheol Vislter's
Hoport," Ihe Journal of the Asserbly, Aopendlx W, 1U4Y,
Feo 1B2, in the Leglelalive Library, Charlottetrwn, Fobaed.




EDUCATTOR IW %o Ve I DEPI D 202 24

-

tn reading, r'tln- end basic erlirmevlce . v gelools
an thaﬁ gond .ged by e Froym, whic@ ne givied o Lo mar

Seheol, ~ave inztmicticon n wrltin~, reilhmetic, Yreeneol,

coocrap) v, navication and m&thnm&tfaaﬁg.

*hen the Teglsla‘ure ‘¢ X ar activ- jart in
education and esteblighed a Surpd of Yluealin, nove
dirsction was glven bto wha* shral! be kau bt in Ulo sohvocds
of the eountry. As latec ax LOBY, she Tirulenernh Tove nor,
in his speech frem the throne, «tated . hat "the cur-ieulunm
needed brosdenine and ﬂnrzchﬁng“aﬁ. Tnatruckion in the
thres Rfz wae not conslaerrd gullic ent for Lo edurailon
of the young poople f the tine, The Leofslotree ook B
negessary stcpe in this vorerd when 16 at’puloted 'n L

pgucation &ct of 1834 thed teacrces of thoe Miragt or lovw st

elass should ke conmpoton’ o teach M 2ist, vreilnog, wrelflin:

IS

avw practicesl exthmet ' g. Teschars of he sse nd or b chant

o -

@1 Advert go-ents, The 'riaece Ddwged leignd «eclsbe .
1824~27, ‘n the Carne; le LIhrary, (NRIPIOLUNECWD, [ebe. e

-

T 38 Advert.gemeni, ‘he Princs Bdward olond esistop,
Vole ¥, fHoe 102, “ssve of JOly 10, 178%. 'n e Lo 1o ' G
Library, Chaplottelown, ¥, ..Xl.

33 P.ieTe House of Assembly, "iIpecch v+ tne
Throne", The Journa) of the Asperbly, 142%, p. £, 1n thwe
Legislative L bhrary, Chariottetown, P.l,7.
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elaas howdd he corpolant bo ten T obho shovs meabloned
sub Jects togethsr «ith geomcetry, tricononebrry, mevgceration,
land survoylng, navigatlon and nnglisk Grammer.

To atats what subjoots sh-uld he teugi 't or what the
beachers ahould be competant to wsach wan wine thing, bnt
anfereing the regulations and musplyla~ 7 e nceessary books
was another matter. Mr, ‘e¥oll?l in hla resord o) LW
gomplainad Lhat {he lack »f Bools wa: 8 gurtomn ohgtacls
to the advarcoaent - {7 dueatls. tn “ho ¢ nbrye o pee-
com-ended that cheap bours .7 w. elmmenlar; chacacler Le
adopted®*, In addiuion ko o, o had hls oy Licas ag
to what s .uls Be Fauh. e recmm}ﬁn&ed:

Anclen. and dolarn Nlstosy, deneral tnowlodge,

rrode’and Commerse, oo vrapty, and to this mi ht be
edded, {or the .ce .f more advancod scholars
Labtechigms of ¥Yontel Thilosorhy and Britlish Tawdl,
iz ghows thet the Scrocl Vigltoyr, in hilz r: ~oris,
tried to Influence the Le lalstors by advocatin, what he
econsidered the rl:ht procrg: to he Collrwd,
Llthough tie “ehool Viaiier of the Lime thou g

that the course of studles 8%.uld be ovar ¢d, &« nrople

" 34 P. .1, Houze of Asgerbly, "2choel Viﬁiipr'&
Report,” The Jox of the Asmerbly, Appeniiz B, 1837, in
the LegisTatTve LIBrary, CRarintiar m, Porele !

556 Ibld.
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seemed 1o wove hoen salTafted 0 e aramdelt o A%
loas: they did awe Dlaly rmlely -7 "e amieng S0'n s
of foreds Yhelher 'z was b ga.wso Yo uor. salislled IGF
the u»rriaulgm P Vocurea b, hat very 1iNtl: intecost
in edueation, It la o'l 'oult L say. Jdolagy vy .he
raportg of “he vasiodd Zobol VTalicrs and v o lack of
articledin lie scanpaorie o e Wime, 13w wld we - Shatb
tee people wooe not L wrested,

@l Lha posple nor d: tualers -ad .y o reoct

Lt l o¥er Sho o.eesca 2o hb oo the bexby 8el Lo the

schioUlse 28 88 Boun uwiluwed o I, Who Reglalz. .. wl&LLd_
#.4% C IUBGE & weRda ., 4cv - rding W als clase £ licenss,
sh 1. .o gual.l ltd oo Lescl. Dle Bemaa §U 1AV S0en
taken 2= £ - 2ide ¥ e oure WO Tluaesslom inmo oz gatluy
the texts L0 b. Bud.

gare’ L of 3 Okr was of & rd ZOERL T coacern Lo
the ~cnrol it B0 tlan to thu Lgsislators ur th peonlse,.
e keph a ltaving 1 ul1 Yhe Leiplature Pinall; _sv. & grank

KA
Yo Y- 1lp supply books r-oo cndes by e Bear ' of duraticon™7,

v

o 38 P,E,I, House ~ Assembly, "School Visglier's
Repert,” The Jounpal of ih= Assemb Aopendix B, 1 44,

De B, in LNE 16 ALALIVE U LBPROT flottetewn, Pill.v,

F Povels oune s’ Assorbly, 'Wducation cof,®
Lawa of F, GI_«:, VIii Via., Japs ZXVII, 1 wh, e W3R, ln
the Pg lig-gntery Librazy, ¢ ttews.
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Wbcit«&wad .h.ul -‘?n it T«.« O F T L O "tu‘—q‘t‘hv , 7

Appare. 15 o pecpls weow Tvey gocel daslly lu Higerd b
wag chiclee o bucka o Lo WBLd ‘wothe s ol Joe, oz lote
83 Lold, e beuelill oo plalned Gt

The reabust disee s ou b evtsy £1E, hwo

beon the exceeding divergitv of oboule, s8¢ alss the
wont oF thie  in gultanle rac.odlomd, Lu oL oob wed

necassity of pupile as they advancs, and of s3.¢
& sharacter .o Lo T prove ool Lods and Tao) e

them with interest in thelr studlesdd,
Thiz was the sltua’ lon ¢ e scl ols wit. regard
to currieculum as 1t extated ‘medlataly orior o he

paszing of _Le i'ree Zch~ol Aet. However, very 17 .tle oruld

be done by way T requl->.n- that all shou’. luve the sa @
B~ ks glnea the law 310 "o% regri~e 1le. Ap & reoults
nelther the Zoehael Vig’ ro-g mor the Deart of Ld&ieat . tad
the powsr o demand that the ol {ldren sbuu1§ Yuve Y s pame
texts., Then the Ler clotupe reve the part, 1i sasbled th
marehasin: AL s mllar booke for £l ehlllror, “hio gsecms
t» rave Boan aeclls 4 aceordine e he recort of r,
Soteill in 1840, in which he ghated: "t g Toish hoaders, a
eheap and co-plete set ~f schrol books were 'n' rod ced 'nto
the schools"3%,

38 P,7.1, Youse - Asmembly, ¥School Vistliev's
Geport,? The Jourwal of t'e Assenbly, Appendix W, ) 47,
ps 1231, 4n Lhe Tegisini.ve Tlo,ary, Crarictkobun, “eele

,:!,::z

s
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Saioeucodeudw st ve v TRV L et Uhils
aoly perliode W &0 lute o mg XL, e cvores "n vhiteh
the pupllis ol D Jyg) v o2 pecolv'n Levuluc LN Nred

reading and ﬂpm aon ahteh wo. doflecant Lo b qmre In

uge; aclthmeblc, with s.ree t . by avellabla; 27 i1xv remec,

=

X -a

* »
g wasy g L Ltn Tnouses

.

onc Lexu} geo _sar.,, n Arichi oo
geonctey, mensurd . on alw Latin,  14h one w:m'f » eueh )
gubfects Va.y; teachwoa Lax-ui wyglish irammar, Joomests,
mens.réa..ou andc Tabtla w th ut e oa3c 7 ooy Nxtam
“he pecple . "N no wollve ass I
to Beas oo any arouy wWolih regssd Lo ule Jaroal-otliua f he
sonoo. eus. lealu s warh 1ouhe TInle wolabty of  aurlo Tt obown
petitioned she Leogrglacure fo 1340 Lo " ave Lhe Uihla . oad
in &1l the schos thorow "o b e prov u?f*ﬂ. Th's +as he
begloning of & /reat rell ious contr:<vorey which wes carried

on ‘n the nress of the duy. The Ixeninor, The Islender, and

The P.f.l, da-lgter, newspgpors rpublishsd at the 10w, Lol

part 1n che lissue, Ibe poonpls ol the $wo opvrezlin rell ~loua

40 Thid., e 1M7-124.

41 . LT, “wum € haserbly, Lshatas of ine Assembly
0f Polgl., 184, =4 "G, Tt the z.wmim Tve Tibvary,
Thar fmawtawg, f.i.,.
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groups presented articles to be publlshed. After much
discussion by members of the House c¢f the Assembly, the
gcontroversy was finally settled. The request of the
Charlottetomm Blble Soclety was not granted by the Le lslature.
The school curriculum remalined as 1t was with the Bible

being read if the people desired 1t fqr their children4®,

Other than this one incldent, the people remalned

vassgive with regard to changgs in ths school curriculum.

The 2chool Vislitors, however, were requesting continually

that the Tegislature lmprove the‘curriculum. Ihe problem

of the sqhool and the currliculum, which in & sense were linked
together, was nobt the most pressing problem which had to bs
considered by the Leglslature prior to 1852. 8till the
Legislature had to try to work out e sa?isfactory solution,
keeping in mind the needs of the people, the recommendations
of the 3chool Visitors and the Beard o? tducation.

The major problem of the $time, and the one which
really forced the L@gis}aﬁure tc completely change the methods
of paying for educetlon, was that of school sttendence. It
was necessary to weork out some s»lutlon wherebv the parents
of children of school age could afford to send thelr children

to smchool,

42 Tbid.
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The gneshion of achoel atterdar T4 n cormlon one,
ag 1% 1s linked with the gues:lon 1 teach-rs' salariass and
tho moathod of vavuent. in erons’doring thia question, 1t is
necessary tc Lok 4 the methad | F ~nving Zor hoth Lne
aperation of he cehesd and B o cglavias o fhR Lunor OB
7o do thls, there will Ye aome Mecsssamy - verla-ning with
pravious ssctions, an t'age poahlerme are constdered foom

thelir barinnings.
Ja ab -0l Attendance.

The decreene v attendance 'n e pariod reloroe 1L8EE
was attriuted »y e Tohenl Jigitcora snd e oAibves of the
nevgpapars of e ive Lo Dy prent ¢ 58 T cdieatlo Teorne
hy the Tgrerts. Lot oy Y3 te narevnts tave Lo rav thae
greater nart <f "he teperertp salary Tur ey alse ted W
finangs 1ve ercsoline »f o poh 0} oze ard 'ig V?“P&tlﬁn43.
To eet these prrensas, & Trostes Teard of Ty cernars
chomen frovy gron, 1w ;zfplméé, lav ¢l a2 hax on t-2 parento

29 the gchonl cnildcoeen,

S
»

43 Paiole Houvae of Asserbly, "ducatlen det,” {he
Lam Qf ?Qw"—’:.z«, Ty \"i.f:., (H‘aﬁpo “T, 1{““%}.? Tou S‘EQ}.' T e
Lesislative Library, Cha-lo! vebowr, F,u.1.

44 Ihid., pe 6435,
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Although the pavents wore gaqvﬁr@d Lo pey 8 certaln
msount towards the teaoher's sslary, they seem teo have evaded
thig part of the law by ravin, the ?ﬁaﬁh@r booard with @?ah
one of them in turm%d, &, uereill, the Schosol Vis' tor,
stated in his vepert thats

As & consequence of this systeéem, teachers, sven

in lar:e and thriving setilonents, are cbl.ged to
move about from houge to house fér board and acdommo-~
dation, and being ever fron heme, and strangers, are
too often driven $o sesk & temporsr home In the
haunts of dissipation and intempersance®V.

This situstiom certainly made it Qifflcult for the
teachers and did little te promote rood rslationship between
the teacher and pupils.

Although the parants vald the greatest smount of
the cost of education, they sssmed to btakes very little
interest in the scheol or in aduvoatior on the whele, This is
gvidanced by the rany repoyrits of the differsnt Scho~l Visltors
in which they complained that the carents sont the'y children
te school only vwhen they wers not needsd st home. In many
other cegse the c¢hildren were nnt ‘n schuool “ecumuse t.o

parents could not afford the fees reguired to puy the teacher's

45 Pu8.J7. House of Assembly, "School Vie ter's
Report,” The Journsl of the Assemb Apponidix G, 1 41,
ps 18, im the Legislative Librery, Charlottetown, F.E.I.

4 Ibid,




EDUCATION Ik Fu e To . PUbE LGIE 3L

salavy®7,

A8 early sa 1841 the Nchool Vieltor pointed out that
somathin, should be done with rermprd teo maying the ohut nf
eéucat’ . on, if teachers were bte ho preiained and edv.-atlon wos
to be made avallevrle teo »11 ehlldwen, regardlesa of the
finsnc'al status of thelr fatlers. Sines scaresly “.gll of
the peoplc wers teing edu-atod®S, he felt a chanre should be
nade. He sigbed In his report Lhaly

I am persuaded {and 1 do not stand alwe 1n

heléding this  pintour) that roge-t rrogesslity oxists Lop
& nmore certaln and permanent mode of supporiing comuon
gchoolay a~d unless té “egislature lend “ta a'd ‘o

s¢o ‘»portent & msasure, I see 0o sure prasgag? o f
instrmict’ o for the cpor and raw aetil-eria%v,

In otrer wordr, be saw the need o _poar«r sghool
attendanc. ., and nolinbed ¢ ©~ the Le: glature the bogt and
sasies’ wa, "t eculid be sch’eved., fo vur'ne recom ended,
in thle seme 2port, the' the eoat £ sduertion il be
borne, noi only oy the parvents ~° ¢’ 1lérvon L geh 1 avo huk
by =11 the ncople of the sowriey, glirec 2l coml haroelt I

the encsrel educationsl level rere valsed. ‘e advocated what,

47 Tulels Houre of Agse -hly, "Ik ol V1
Lepert,” The Jeurnel of thé Asserbly, Apnendlz
in the Leglsiative 1 ibrary, “Thearloltetusn, v.. el.

L N -]
%N

48 F.:,.i, Fouse of Asre-vly, “Sch o) Vialtm's
degprot, " The Joarnal of the Ascerbly, Appendiz 0, 141,
Ps 17, i1 The L6siBlehive LiBrEDY, mrlcttetown, Felola

4% Ibld.
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Instead of the voluntery ayetem of paying foo edication
wich prevelled &t the tinmg, 1t should ke pald Lor L» 8110,
This idea of Tree achools vas contiouelly strcgaed
by the Schocl Viaiters and the teachers. Lt 187 d'scus:ed
to such an extent amens btae pecple thul vhem the ducsiliop

Act of 1847 came up for revislicon in 1881, :ve "e-isleture,

instead of revialng the sci, appointed a ecmmltiee to gtudy
the sltuation and make & revort at the next sltdin. of the
House of Assembly In 185251,

In its report the ecommities showed that in 1044 there
were 126 schooles glving insyir @@5@& to ©.040 puplls as
contrasted to 130 schools and 4,547 puplls ‘n 1880, 1t further
stated that thers were pboul 5,700 o tldren nol in artendanco.
It was hrought to the atbention of the meabera of the ‘louse
of Assenbly that since attendance was not sompulsery, poor
attendance was 2 direet reasult of ~<re heavy crgb of sducetion
for trse 'gmrantfsﬁa.

1% kad beon shown that when tle Leg'slature met 'n
1882, the .ghool Visltow, the oard of Ndussblon, the psople,

-

80 Ibid., p. 1l.

"Bl Puifel., House of Assembly, The Jrurnal of the
Aa§g¢blx, Pe 38, In the Logislative Library, Charlottetosn,
slagt @

58 Felel. Hrouse of tssembly, "Report ~L the Tdication
Commis tee”, The Jou nal of the Agserbly, 1808, ve 56, in the
Public ArchiVes &f Lsnadm, ULLawS .,
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and the tescrers all thought that there shov.d be rany

changes in tho now ..dvocacion Ach wiiich g prodine.,  The”

genarally egreed:

1. That the cost of educstion Le borne oy all and thel
ehildren be sllowed %o o tiend school withoul payiny a (ee.

2. That temchers' gualilieat.ons he ralsed,

Js That she bLemcnerd be pald wielly frosm the trovinclal
Treasuyy.

4, Tha% teschers' saleriss he lmergmaad a ¢ gome recasnitlion,
in the way of salary ‘ncromente, e ilvon Unp yoaps of

service.

[ 434
.

That a Hoermal cheol Us sgtablished U v Lhe professlongl
treining of teachers.,

Hany of thene 468° e rocom emat ons were forrmile’ od
a8 @ yesuli o7 & lon paried o axperivnce in “roing Lo ke
the ~deablto.al ﬁ?ﬂ%@mg%uvk unier the then existlin, laws.
Thege propofed chan.ez, ¥ ch wore pu? ferth by vavio.g ‘roups
and individuals throv-hous Jhe 8land, wesu seen ag o
golution to0 the rroblsma of theo edicaltlensl gyslen o the
time,

hen the Ler glature met "o LEDN. the members we o
confronted wiih the task of brin ing some prder late ~ a
axisting educatlional sreies of the Province. n dolan tids

they had %o consider the reports and recorwrendations o7 the
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CHAPTER II

THE Faik S0800L 407 OF lubs

The peopls ae well as tbe asuthoritlies sonerslly

were in favour of The Mree Schnol Sct when 1L wan

prenented hefore the Houge of Afcertly 1v 1052, Those
e apreged Yhe set 314 vo et Lecavpe they were une
favcu-eble to the chanegs thet 14 would effect in the
sducational g-sber mr sueh. but becsvae troy disapmroved
of the additiconal land tax which -sun to be ‘wpoasd on gll
land ~n the Islanad® in order to make cducation free.

Turines the perisd the memhers of the Yducstlion
Comm’ stee werd studying the educatlional situatlion throughout
the provinee, they wers presented with £1fty petitlona froe
varicus ind’ viduals snd groupes whe were ooppoaed te any
ehangze in the rethod of paying fon educatior®, These
petitionors poirted cut that the enst of aducablon shruld
be borne by those henefifin, most from 1t, ITn addition
te thrse petitlonz which were opposed to any chanse, the

commlttee re¢sived twe hundred cthers requesting thab a

. [
2

1 Mesbars of the Asgexhbly, "Hducatlon,” Debutog of
th@ Lgerhly of rebeTe, 1852, pe S0-U4. im the Legislative
Cihrary, Charictietown, Pell.l.

B Pellels House of the Asserbly, "Uducation
Committea : ap&rﬁ” The Jourral of the Aagerbly, 1002, pe 56,
in the L ‘alative TIBTRrY, ChorlabLeLown, Felels
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larger ghare of the cost thadmcatimn be bamme by the
Legislature and, indirectly, hv gll the people through
an increase in the land tax>.

Hawever, the rencst of she somrdtben wmet wl il
the apnroval of the ‘ionge o7 Agazvhlr, The membhors of bthe
eomnitiee were commisasloned te fopeilate a new gobt as &
result of their Tindinse. This now Rducatisn "L meb w'th
little epponition in fhe %ovase of 4dsmsewbly mnd vas pavged
on April 23, 19889,

Fpince ‘dward [glgrd was qgranted dogronglble
Gowermmont in 1551, As & result of this the Sovopmo.p
was expected to sign 2ll hills passed by the Legislative
Assenbly. THowsver, in this case he acted unconstitutlonglly.
Because of the opposiilon to the Bill, Lieutensnt ‘cveorncr
Bannerman deemed 1% necessary o gseonre Hovnl ssseni and so
it ras sent %o London, Fn-lsnd, The Ilrubenant Governons
also forwarded n lastter to bhe Coleniml Seoretary, Siv
James Pakington, requesiing he beesech Yer Yajesty Lo wssent

-4
to the Act”, The prayer of the Licutonsnt & vermor was

3 Tvid, ‘

4 P.Beil, Houso of "Auperlly, " Jduecatlon /ov,"
Laws of 7,¥4%., 1508, py 1, in the Lejlslative Litrery,
CRET 0L atawt, Pal aie

& LY. Governor Bennermm:, "Latter %ce the Colonial
Seurétery, London, tngland on June 23, 1288, Dlspatcies
ent, Provinelal 5@@?@&@@%&@&@ Bale7, & B D, Vol, D&,
h Ghe Puhllé Arth vey nl Canade, Dtbaws.
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heard and Royal asgent ~an rivar n deeorbar J6, 1002 at

Il

- . B ) .
findacr Tastlo . The e A0% bocow.e 1w Lot e Tdorepd

.n
Tz2land ard was lmown a3 T Oreoe oehool Act o LAFE,

¥

v o

men the new  Cucation Aot /ma onl.rod tn TU03,
1% Iincrrp gbted ~wie™ oot ways In o lost o de.etlon ety

X Vigtoria Chapher TX of 1847. . he wlor chaurs brought

»~

gbout by the act was thn method I “'nanc'ni education by
the peopls., As well as this major swanfo t-ere were alsc
ones in the vequlred goal'fications of th:omze sgcltin. a
Yicense to teach. Iy adcltion &ll ch¥ldren a-ove Llve
years of o-e ceul. sb erd schrol without uvaying &8 fee,

To get a trua pleture of the ¢ wr es orou it sbhous
by t1e (ot, it 1z sscessary to leck at trose arzas of

educatlion affected v 1t and 45 study the reseltiing cha 08,

»

1., The Teaaoher.

in the ~any acts passed Ly the Irovinclal
Leg slature previeus to 1282, the h&a:e paaliflicatlicg of
teachers, suzh az gcademic sttalumvint, -orel sharacter,
a~1li6y to teach and ¢lasv nf license had been deflined.
All who wished o temeh, with the exceptlio. o the French

Aeadian Seschera, "a~ te oply with Lless »o wle.lons L

6 Pulule Houen or “see.bly, "Dlspasech frorolonial
Secretary presénted to % e Amse~bly,” The Jo canl of the
Aszembly, 1300, In the Le Jdalative Lihrary, Jharlot tntown,
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they wighed to draw Lhe a1l 2and pall Do the Tublice
Treasury.

In e previous °avitor it Das Loen showa tha’s
the phyrieal eoxvrllilonn of $ha ack D1 it e aunbent of
the errrloulun were aybtinln ) Wt eptisgacuors a the oyos
of “he varloud Sebwl Viotours and Sau Doard ¢ Yﬂuugtigﬂu
Bhar the no v acst was patasd n e Torg> of Sooomily, e
giricelun was 4a we way shanged. L a9 stlll based on
the subjests Ilnsiruclors wers requlired to Loash ascording
to the oclese of tholr liowise. Fho oo bilfilcube lagusd
wiad o tae new act pade ~rovisien fow twoe clasiecgt Jlrat op
lowest, and gscond or highest. Tewovar, all taes:hors, who
wlsl oe to Be ligensud under the act, had ¢ be rcewoxami-od
by tha Loard of sduvabion’. The rajor eghaazo wo o th reégacd
to #ie lieenzin- ¥ Leachers wmas the faet that Uhey no
lenger had t, sonduct a elass hofopry any of e mastors of
the Central Acudormy fo domengirate ﬁhaim voachin~ ab 1lity.
Jith tne sbolimhin, «f vructios logsens, scademic ol alnment
wus all that was negessary Jur Lhe scyuloliar cfa.license,
his wos & sbep backwards in tho eyes ol many of the mawbers

»& the House ol Aszwbly and was in dlirecd oppousition to

n

"

7 Peoale House of Asvembily, ""ducatlon aci,”

Lowg of P.,T., &aa%*aﬁ ™, pe 3, 'n On Lepislecive Ilbrary,
i@rﬂaﬁi B, Felels

f“a
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tacchers % 2o $tae b oaces o Dol thor, Inowiting P
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pandent and would do much to esteblish better reoletlon-
ships between the teachers and varceris and puplils.

This necassary ilmprovewent in the lot of thoe tsaschors

wag of Prime impostance %o the Schecl Visitor of the tine
hut secema %o have been of neo soncern of the Lerlisletive
Apsembly as 1t was not mentloned in the debates of ftre
Fouse,

Thess chansas with repgard to teachers were
applicable to 8ll teashing on the Taland wisking to draw
the full salary frem the Provinclal Treasury. The Franch
Acadian teuchers could, if trev sc desipred, conbinue to
teach under the sveelal privilegses .rantec them by the

act, X Vietorla Chanter 1X, ZBect'on XXXTI, 1847. Thev

also recelived an increase in salarv but they eould not
recelive the full salarv, as pald to other teache.ss, unless
they became qualified and 1llcensed acecording to the
regulations of the law. 1%

In addition, t e new Act wade gschools free for
gll children »n the Talan” between the zpes of ['wo and
siztﬁanlg. The fremers I the met tous hoped to incoressc

school attendsnce, This wag cne of the major faciurs

12 Ibid,, Sectlon XXIX.
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influeneling the change in the method »f bearing the cost
of education,

¢ Snhonl Atbtendence.

. In the previous chapter 1t has heen shvwn that
during the years before 1051 the Lncrease in tre rver-sll
populaticon of the Island resulted in & corresponding
increase both In the school population wc} the mumber of
schools. The attendance at thege achools, however, had
fallen off. Tn 7act, the Edusatlion Tommittee of 1881
brought 1t to the sttention of the Leglislature that theres
were approzimately 5,000 ¢hildren of scheol a‘e net in
attsndsnaalf**. The School Vigitcrs of the itime slszo pointed
out that tre school attenda-cs had decressed and they
stated in their reports that thilg wag due to the cost of
supplying and cperating a schocol and of paying the salary
of a schoolmasterl®, focauso of the exlsting condlition
with regard to school attendance the riueatlon (nrmittes

had its aclution to the proklern and in its report ho the

Lagislature 1t recommendad that:

14 P.B.I, Houge of Asgerbly, "odueatlon Mommittos
Repert,” The Journgl of the Assombly, 1872, p. 57, in the
Legislativo Libravry, CHArLOLLOL M, FPefaTa

16 Fel.Ts House of Aseembly, "Sohool Vielter'a
Repart,” “ho Journal of the Agsembly, Appéndiz i, 18851,
in the Leglalabive LiBPAry, CHAPLeEtetown, Yo'yl
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The Education Committee are of the opinion
that unless schoolmastérs' salarlies gre wholly
pald by the Government, an