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ABSTRACT

Women's participation in informal economic activities has .

allowed much of their work to remain "invisible”. *Ag" their

economic Activties are becoming increasingly important in’
. : ..

their households’' survival strategies, it is imperative that

r

their work be better wunderstood and be given due
reéognition. The objecgive Ef this thegis is éé study the
employment issues concerniné women of the wurban poor.
Special attention has been given to' the nature and location
of their informal ecénomic activities. We have thus
examined ‘how thg nature and 1locatiunl of women's infofmal.
activities may be influenced by 1) th;ir socioeconomic and
sociodemopraphic characteristics 39&‘ 2) the location of
their home "barrio”. To gather the data on which this thesis
~1s based, questionnaires were administered by the researcher
in two of Quito's 'barries populares'. .- A total of 133
questionnaires were completed, of which 126 were retained
for data analysis.

In this sample of working mothers, the majority engaged
in informal economic activities. Age, number of children ahd
level of‘education were identified as factors which lim t:.

women's possibilities of engaging in formal employment. As

most women are channelled, with few options, into informal
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economic activities, this study has foquééd on this
particular group of women. Both the extent of women's
domestic activities ‘and the financial situation of their
household have been identified as the factofs which most
strongly influenced the nature and 1location of their
infopmal economic activities. In this sample, most ﬂf'the
womgn did not work in proximity of their homes, as indicated
in{the literature. For many women, it was not pésgible to
bring‘paid work intq their homes. In order to fulfill their
dual role, their working days must thus be largely extended.

“Although the majority of the women from both "barrios"
travelled to thgir work - place, those from the ﬁofe
peripheral "barrio” travelled pgreater distances. The
predominance of women selling cooked foods in this latter
"bargrio” ca; be explained by its location and lack of
infrastrucfure. The results of this thesis have provided a
further understanding of women ' s informal .economic
activities as well as demonstrated the value of their work

: - ]
within the household.

- iii -
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Chapter |

INTRODUCTION : P

This last decade has been marked by an increasing amount

of iinterest, both in the literature and in the development

~community, for issues concerning womerd and development. Many

of these efforts have focused on the underestimation of
women's work in rural as well as urban communities. In terms

|
of work and employment issues in the urban environment, the

‘ \
'informal sector" has without doubt dominated

|

discussion. This concept, although still strongly debated,
|

has provided a better Fnderstanding and shed new light on
the survival strategiesfof the urban poor. As the importance
of informal economic aétivities was being recognized, so was
the fact that women formed a major part of this 1labour
forcé..'Even though women's work is increasingly being
acknowledged, their participation ip  informal activities

allows mu;h of their work to remain "invisibla'.

As a geographer, the nature and location of women's

-

informal economic activities, are of particular interest.

. !
Women have been identified with poorly remunerated

activities, which tend to be downwardly mobile. The reasons

as to why they engage in these partjcular activities have,

however, not been sufficiently examined. The link between .
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7 . ) . ’
the nature of women's activities and their 1location also
requires further consideration. Althaough the location of
women's economic activities has at times been  briefly
considered in the literature, the links between nature .and

. [ .
location of activities have not been empirically examined.

The extent to whiéh women 'EG;: travel to encounter

employment opportupities has alsc not been .séfficieﬁtly

recogqizeq..The literature has too often tended to assume

'thﬁéigndét wdéen worked in proximity of their homes. This

T .
-théSfé__wiil‘-closely examine the location ofahwomen's-
écﬁ;ﬁ;fiésﬁhgﬁ well as the links between the nature and
location;-;hnd.;thus provide a «clearer picture of the
locational aépectﬁ of women's informal economic activities.

In view of furthering the'understanding of the employment
issues-Surroundipg women of the urban‘poor, the following

research objeétiyes have been elaborated: X

i. To identiﬁ&iﬁhiCh Bocioeconomic and sociodemographic
characteristics may influerice _woMenfs participation
in informal rather than formal ecoﬁoﬁic activities.

2. To deter&ine “the value of women's work within the-
household. )

3# To identify which socioeconomic and sociodemographic
characterisitics may influence the. nature and
location of women's informal economic activities.

4. To dete}mine if the nature and locationp of women's

informal economic activities vary in function of the

location of their area of residence.
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‘Field work' was carried out in Quito, Ecuador, during the
winter/spring of.1984. As.the capftal of Ecuadof,'guito.has
fér a long time been an administrative c¢ity with an
important cultural role. Since the early 1970's, the city
has becdme increasingly industrialized; Over tpe‘last Ehree
decades, the city has witnessed a population increase.of two
hundred éercent. The population of: the city‘atrﬁresent is
slightly over one million, with approximately forty percent
6f the people living‘in slums or squatter settlements(Ruiz,
1985) .-

The field surve& dgriﬁg- which the data fof.this thesis
were collected, took pléce in two of Quito's "barriés
populares”. As our objective was to obtain a representative
cross-section of womén's informal economic activities, the
research was carried out at the woman's home rather than
work place. To pather the required data, questionnaires
were adﬁinistered 'by the researcher and. recbrded by a
colleague. A total of 133 questionnaires were completed, of
which 126 Qere retained for analysis. )

A review-of the literature dealing with women andm;he

informal sector concept will be presented in order to

identify the pgaps in the literature, and to situate the

thesis in this area of researgch. detailed account of the
research methodology will follow. study's research
objectives will be dealt with in a third and fourth.chapter.

The third chapter will examine the socioceconomic and
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soéiodemographic characterisites of both.women engaged in
formal and informal employment, in order to identify which
of these ﬁay influence women's particifation in oﬂe
.particplar form of employment.'As most of the women sampled
_engage in informal epdnomic activities, their socioceconomic

and sociodemographic characterisites will be studied in

further detail. This chapter will also look at the income.

provided by women's informal ecénomic activities and attempt
to determine the value of this income as a proportion of the

total ‘pOusehold income. The final chapter will first

identify the 'links between women's sociceconomic and

[N .

sociodemographic © ¢hardcterisitics and the nature and
location of their informal economic adtivities. In the

second part. the links that exist between the location of a

[,

woman's '‘area of residence and the nature and location of her

informdl economic activities will be explained.



Chapter |I!

LITERATURE REVIEW: WOMEN AND THE INFORMAL
: SECTOR CONCEPT

The concept of the informal séctor, first introduced in
the early 1970's by Keith Hart, has beenlwidgly usea in the
literature by social scientists of all 'disciplines. TIts
applicability as a framework for aﬁalysis as well as for
policy implications-hag been and remains an area of debate.
Initially, this literature revied will briefly examine the
theoretiéal appfoaches -associated with the stddy of the
ﬂinformal sector, as well. as the problems encountefed in
attempting to define the concept.,The second part of this

review will focus on the literature dealing specifically

[- ]
with the reocle of women in the informal sector.
«

2 %HE URBANINFORMAL?ECTOR

g Introduced in 1971, the urban informal sector concept
was‘first described as a sub-sector of the ecogomy outside:
the formal employmentn stfucture,”'not accounted for in

official  statistics nor officially recopnized. In

introducing the formal/informal concepts, Hart -associated



himself to a tfadition' of. theorists _Qbo g3iewe& thé

development of Third World countries in a dﬁalistic fdshion.

His approach was nevertheiess diffefeﬁt ‘in that ﬁe

identifiea -new income generating. activities, emphasiéing.
their productive role. .

According to duélistic theary, an economy 1is comprised
of a modern sector which is in ‘oppesition to. a more
traditional, archaic éeétor.i The .éxisténce of dual
economiés is trédiFiOQally viewed as a natural stage in ‘the
"modernization" process. of "developing nﬁtions. An underlying -
assumption in the'conceptuali;ation of'dpﬁl gcanomies is
that both sectors dre'ﬁiewed as entities_with.separate'and
individual st;uctures. The links between the two sectors are
thus perceived as Virtually‘ nqn—exiétentf Researchers
suﬁscribing to dualistié'theory have often considered low
incomeiseif‘employment in the informal sector as a gradual

and natural step toward formal wage employment. This sector

. has been viewed as an impediment to the growth of

» ‘
developing economies. These viewpoints have, however, been

largely refuted by much of the recent Iiterature which does.

not view'the‘tﬁB'Sectors of the economy, whether they be

-formal/informal or modern/traditional, as exclusive

entities. In his study of the informal sector concept,

Lister has indicated three principal reasons.as to why he
feels the dwelistic approach is inadequate:
N

!

For a discussion on dualism, see Peattie (1980).

1
N



.
L. it - has . failed to 'provide a systematic and

' comprehensive set of definitional criteria on the

basis of which the two sectors might be delineated,

—

2. it does not explain the conditions of informality,

3. it has excluded consideration of the political,

economic and social processes which produce , and

v

~maintain Fhe informal sector dualist framework and
thus provided nothing more than a partial picture of

the reality of Third'wa¥1d poverty(Lister,1980).
Although mény authofﬁ have continued to use the
formal/informai?- Sectdf concept in their analysis of
employment and- - underemployment, they have preferred to
adhere to ;Ahan dualist approach.? I@e informa; sector 1is

»

recognized as potential;y productive and thus a sector te be
a

developed. It was this.intergretation of the informal sector

which encouraged the International Labor Office (ILO) to use

the concept as a basis for analysis and policy. In his

critique of the informal sector, Bromley indicates that the

concept's wide L ige '1S a- result of an idea being introduced

at the right time \in the righé place. He argues that.the
coﬂcept was adopted because it encompassed policy
implications which Wwere to the 1iking of interngﬁional
organizatiéps and mi @}e of the road governments. It was
thus perceivedl as a means of improving the cause of the

urban hpobr- without",greatly ihfluenéing the lives of the

Ao
* n

. Séé for example, Portes (1983), Moser (1981-1979), DPavies
(1979.), Bromley (1979).
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ruling‘ class (Bromley, 1979). The author goes on to
enumerating nine deficien;ies which he perceives within the
_:TmQ{F recent paper,
Portes{(1l983), refers to the informal s CEJ? as one of the

most important concepts to have recent emerged in the

formal/informal classification. 1In

field of development. In his view,

"The concept conveys the idea that the poor are
not simply "there", an inert mass exkluded from
participating in modern society. -Instdad, we have
the image 'of a dynamic class of people ‘engaged in

a myriad of activities, which, if not highly -.
remunerative, at least ‘provide for their own
subsistence and, their children's."” (p. 295)

4 ] A
In attempting jo define the concept, Portes(1983) stresses
the importance of an histarical perspgctive. The j,author-
argues that such a perspective denies the validity of a
description of the informal sector as a novel part of fﬁe
labour market. It.also demonstrates that the sector is not a
residue of pre-capirtalist modés of producrcion but raﬁherlre—
organized segments of pre-existing producti n. arrangements
linked by the functional relationship to khe capitalist
economy. Te study the conceptual problems éSSOCiatEd with
the informal sector éoncept is, however, beyond the  scope
of .this thesis.? As this study examines the nature and
location of women's informal economic activities, it is.

important, nevertheless, to have an understanding of the

informal sector concept and the debate which  currently

I3

" surrounds it.

-

* For a critical review of the informal sector debate, see

Portes (1983) and Moser (1979)

: ) _ l;;\



2.1.1 . Defining The informal Sector

-Although many authors have employed the concept of the
informal ﬁector, they .have failed to come to an agreeﬁent
upon a standard definition and thus have generated a great
deal of overall confusién in the literature. The sector has
been identified by both its activitieﬁ‘ and members. At
témes, it_has been viewed as synonym;%s with.the urban poor
or those living in low income are®™ (Moser, 1979). Although
the'literature has emphasized the heterogeneity'of informal
activities, it has often too quickly associated-these wiFh
the urban poor (Cho and Koo, 1983, Portes, 1983). |

Pprto (1980). in hef study of Bfazil. d%;tinguishes the
concept of inférmal‘sector'fromtthat of informal market. In
her view, the concept of informal market leads directly to
the key area éf”researcb, that is-the.labduriﬁarket.' Moser-
.(19f9) has also criticized the use'éf.the "sector"-concept,
In their work on Tunis, Diemeré&Van der Laan(l981)lprefer to
use-the term 'circuit' ag introduced by Milton Santos; as it
evokes the imagé of ‘2 continuous exchange of goods and

services. In their view, the concept of "sector", provides a.

.
s
- :

static image.

The ILO, in its Kenya rep&rt (1972) defined the‘sector
as one characterized by a)} ease of entry, b) reliance.on
‘indigenous resources, c) family ownership Qf enterprises, d)
small scale of operation, ‘e) labour intensiveness, f)

adapted technology, g)_skills acquired outside the formal
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school system and 1lastly h) unregulated a;d competitive
markets, Certain authors have contiﬁued to use . the
characteristics as elaborated by theEILgd'Unsatisfied with
these, many have,however, opted -to establish their own
g;iteria . A noticeable trend in informél sector studies
has in fact been if? define the concept by a series of

'Zharacteristiqs i&entifying the activities and/or persons to
. P ,
be considered.® The concept can thus be better adapted to
local conditions and/or target groupé. The results of recent
studies have pointed to variocus contradictions between
theoreti;:T# definitions, such as that of‘ the ILO and
operational definitions whiéh define the-,sector by its
workers”™ and/or  activities. ,;For example, empirical
definitions, based, on type of employment, have iﬁdicated
that neither Qomép nor recent urban migrants, are
overrepresented in this sector. Significant entry barriers
have also been identified (Portes, 1983).
The complexity and heterogeneity of the sector have
made.it extremely difficult for»akﬁefinition to be égfeed
upon. lIn view of this, an approach which"describes the

sector through wvarious chargcteristics appears to be most

satisfactory. .. -

< ’ . s

See for example, Vasconcelos (1985), Belisle(1984), Cho
and Koo (1983), Heyzer (1981), Peaéiif (1980), Porto
(1980). )
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L 2.2 WOMEN IN THE INFORMAL SEQTOR
| WOﬁenﬁs work has often been referred to as "hidden
work”. It is a well known fact that women's work is grossly

-~

underestimated. (Samman, 1983, Beneria, 1982, Rdgers, 1980,

o, 1979). Their high participation rates iﬁ‘ the

-—

1 sector of the economy can partially explain these
™\ *+ . .

underestimations. As women in Latin America migrate to

cities in pgreater numbers than lneq(Sammén, 1983, Tiﬁﬁp;,
1979), they ére often channélled.-wggh few options, into fhe
infofmal sector. Reﬁ;;ictions in\ terms of economic
activities are not limited, however, to female migrants but
to the ensemble of women of the urban poor. Thisléection
will review the literature dealing with the role of women in
the infﬁrmal sector. The objectives of this review are.
three-fold; firstly, to gain a better understaﬁging of
women's role iny the informal sector; secondly, to identify
the gaps in the literature and .fhirdly to situate this
\ ‘
thes.is' in the area of research on women in the informal
sector.

2.2 Motives ﬁbr Women Entering The informal Sector
" Anthropologists and sociologists have proyidéd much of
the available information on-women's role in the inforﬁql
Sector. Accordigg to these sources, women‘eﬁter the inforﬁal

sector first and foremost out of economic need. Work for

women of these groups does not represent greater autonomy or

.y
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’ ,
-

a form of l;be;;tion. On the contrary, their "double dayJ
constrains, their possibilities to parficipate in social and
pol%tical activities (CEPAL,1984).

While women have éreater Aifficulties than men in

finding stable ‘employment, and as their economic needs are
as great (if no; greater), théﬁ must increasingly rely on
informal activities (Arizpe,19775. A recent study by the
Economic Commission for Latin America (CEPAL) has indicated
that it is becoming incrgasingly difficult for women' to
insert themselves into the formal sector (CEPAL,1984).

.Limited access to the formal sector, in which workers have

benefit of minimum wages and social services, has been

-

explained by the male domination of trade unions, lack of .

écééss for females to formal education and marital status
(Heyzer,1981). Age has also beén‘ identiffed as a factor

which may limit access to formal‘“employment (Arizpe,1977).

Of these, marital status is perhaps the most crucial in

determining the possibilities for women to enter the formal

¢

- ! - _ .
_sector. When women marry, they often bear children soon

¥

aftgf, and thus become totally responsible for their social
reproduction. The rigidity of gchedules in the formal sector
. makes it extremely difficult for .women to -fulfill their dual
roleé, being responsiﬂie for both economic and domestic
activifies. Tﬁeir domestic responsibilities, notably the
support and care fecr children, weakens -their bargaining

position in the labolr market (Mackintosh,1981).

=
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Women in 1lower economic strata must balance their

participation in the = labour fqrce with their family{ﬁ%g%;a
responsibilities. Obligation to fulfill this dual ‘role may |
be viewed as one of the principal motives for women entering

‘the informal Segtor. The flexibility r_::‘.ssc:\f:iatt?d with
informal acrivities allows women to bet.t'_:le."r.balance5 their
activities and thus minimize conflict (De'Silva,1979). This
flexibility is expressed in working hours and days as well

as by location of work placﬁ. In her study of street
vendors in Quito, Farrell(1983) notes how the flexibility of
working hours, accompanied by the possibility of bringing
children to the work pléce. makes the informal sector one
which attrécts fe%ale participation.

Thus, both soéial and economic factors give evidence to
the "high percentage of -women in the informal sector. When
stﬁdying women's involvement in this sector, one cannot
separate the economic struggles from the social struggles
(Heyzer,1981). Heyzer(1981) haé argued thét an analysis of
the economic participation of low-income women in Thifa,
World countries should take into account the ‘following
factors: 1)the changing structure of employment in certain
sectors of production, 2)the selective nature of the labour
‘utilisation in different. branches of employment, 3)the
ideological assuﬁptions about women and ,;ork ;nd 4)the

intimate relationship between women's work in the household

o1t should be noted A that such a balance can only be
achieved through the extension of the working day.
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and their position as specific kinds of wage and income

generating workers.

2.2.2 °  Characteristics of Women In 4The Informal. Sector
The heterogenéity of activities in the informal sector
“makes it diff%guit to ascribe characteristics to its
members. Resea;chgxs wh6 have done micro studies on the
informal séctor éenerally showed little interest in the
number of.women'wgrking in the sector or in the nature of
their activities (Nelson,1979). It is, nevertheles;.
possible to identify certain characteristics pertgining to
ape, education and marital status.

Althdugh women of all ages engage in the informal
sector, their participation rates appear fo increase with
-age. In her study of the informal sector in Mexico city,
Arizpe,(1977) indicates that the participation of women in

the formal sector decreases aftér tﬁe age of twenty five due-
tp voluntary withdrawal or unavailability of employment. As
women get older, they are increasingly discriminated against
as employer; prefer younger workers(Jimgnez de. Vega,1981).
It has been sugpested thaf  female pa;ticipﬁtion in the
formal sectér decreases with age, while participation in thé
informal sector increases wifh 5ge(Arizpe,1977). The greater
pérticipation of older women in the informal sector has also.

been explained by the‘fabt that younger women with children

are less likely to engage in econamic activities(Simon,1984,

.

—f N
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Moser,1981). In her study - of Quito, Farrell(1983) has
. indicéted that 717 of the women were between the ages of 21
and 45. In a case study of women veﬁdors in Lima, the
.percentage of women less than 24 years of age was much lower
than those in the 25.to ;4 yearé age group(Mercado}1926).
Young, - unmarried women ;re most often associated with/
domestic services{Smith.1973). Older, married women ‘appear
to Se the most discrimiﬁaged against (Heyzer,1981). In her
study of market sellers “in Bogota, Moser (1976) indicates
that older women fend to be dowﬁwardly mobile.

Information pgrtasa:sg A o education and women's
fo

participation in ghe in al sector 1is scarce. Low levels

)

of formal education have, however, been as;ociated with
women engaped in informal activities(Nelson,l979).
Farrell(1983) has indicatéd a need for non formal education -
("cap%citaciou"} in areagfsuch as human relations and ‘basic

accounting.

Once women marry and/or have children, they pgenerally
look to the informal  sector for income opportunities. Most

of the women (727 ai%}Farrell'é'(1983) sample were married:

)/

[ v
Cho and Kooé}983) have indicated that married women, in

|
- comparaison td single women, tend to participate in much
. A )
. L
greater numbers in the informal sector. As mentioned'in the.

o .
‘pPrevious section, women fulfilling 9ua1 roles must generally
rely on informgl activitigg. In her study of Guayaduil,

Moser (1981) identifies women's marital status as one of the

%
v
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crucial determinants of their type of work. She { however,
goes on to say that- both women with and without male
counterparts, as well as older women without dependants,
tend to engage in laundering. The 1link between women's
marital status and the nature 0of their informal eecdnomic
activities is thus not clear.

‘High participation rates for migrants weré cften

*

identified as a characterigtic of_the informal sector in its'
introductory phases. The sector was perceived as a means for
migrants to enter the urban labour market. This view was
‘reiterated by Mercado (1976) in her study of —women traders
in whi¢h women migrangs" répresehted 847 of the sample-
Recenf studies have, however, indicated that ease of entry
for migrants as well as high participation rates for
migrants, are not necessarily charaéteristids of the.
informal sector. In an analysis of . autonomous workers in
Qu%td, Farrell(1983) has indicated that her results ailow~us
to tone down“a comﬁon hyéothesis in inforﬁal sector sfudies
which describes the sector as a means for migrants to enter
the “‘urban labour market. The same holds true .for
Vasconqelqs's(l985) analysis of informal activities in
Salvador.

As mentioned previously, the diversity of activities in
the informal sector makes it difficult to characterize its

memb®rs. Informal sector studies have largely ignored the

characteristics of women engaged in this sector. Although

1
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certain studies have eattempted to identify' wvarious

characteristics, these have remained at 2 descriptive level.

2.3 The Nature Of Women's Activities In The Informal Sector - >

-~ -

By and large, the’ informal economic activities of women

-

are an extension of their domestic "activities. They are

geﬁerally concentratéd ing the fértiary 'sec}or, providing
.Iaundry. domestic, segiﬁg??éﬁﬁ _hairdressing"sergices."-;;
Latin America as a whdiejpiﬁﬁis é§timated that 67% of women
workers are‘in the sérvicgsfgéétor, the majority beipg in
domestic services(Chant,,I9éS)ﬂ. food related activities are
also freguently associakqd with women. ° Thé type gf worh
undertaken by suéh wamen ten&s to be characterized by low
productivity, and little room for upward mobility.
{Torres,date not available).

Rﬁ; ‘literature dealing with women in the informal
secxﬁqj has princi#a&l&I studied their activities in fetail
and as "live in" “domestics. In her study of the sexuél
division of lébour in a Nairobi squatter settlement,
Nelson(1979) has indicated that women tend to conceﬁtrate in
areas such as beer brewing and " the selling of charcoal,:*
maize flour and vegetableé. A study of a Singapore market
found that women specialized in selling vegetables while men
specialized in selling meat and fish, both areaslof higher

economic reﬁurn(Heyzer;l981). Bromley's (1975) study of the

markets of Quito showed how women tend to concentrate in the

[N
»
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selling of vegetable;. Informal sector studies ‘have
indicated that traders generélly'begiﬁ selling lower order
gogds such as. food related products, the more successful
ones progressing t&lhigher status commodities. This mobility
_from one setrhmf goods to another 1is, however, quite
difficult and demands greater capital outlay. As this is
usually not availab%e to women, they most ten remain
selling.goodsrof lower return. In a study of marketsellers,
Moser(1977) has nqte£~ that women, notably older women,
genefally enter the market with little caﬁital and tend to
be downwérdly mobilerl ‘

Unlike most informal activities women engage in, retail
is not accompanied by a strict sexual division of-
labour(Nelson.1%79). Moser (1981) has.indica;ed that where
there is gréatest popential for competitien b;tween men and
women, gender 1is used as’ an essential element in the
division of. 1labour, woﬁen being allocated the less
innovative activities.

Domestic activit;es in the context of "live in"
servants have largely been associated with poor working
conditions and long working .hours with little income in
refurn. As mentioned .in the ©previous section, young,
unmarfried women usually engage in activities of this nature.
Once they marry and/or have children, these opportunities

are no longer available to them(Smith,1973). Women do, .

however, continue to provide certain domestic services,

t
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1

notably hand laundry, as these .do not require a prolonged

absence - from_ the household. Moser(198l) has described

laundering as the most exploitative work. In her study of a

suburbie -in Guayaquil, laundry work was recorded as an

acEivity of last reSort:- Da Silva(l979) has noted that.

laﬁndry work along with sewing are activities which can be
subordinate to women's daily'routine and be adapted to their
personal life , cycles. Such actjssties increase the
possibility of conciliation between women's domestic and
economic activities(Da Silva,1979). Although-the literature
on women in the informal sector is not extensive, one thing
is clear:women sell skills which they normally practice

within their homes(Nelson,1979).

Structural constraints arising out of cultural

constraints largely determine the nature of women's economic

activities(Nelson.1979). Cho and Koo(1983) have indicated

that women's reproductive sphere shapes the pattern of their

labour force participation more than anything else. Women

organize their schedules ‘around those of their male

counterparts and the care of fheir children(CEPLAES,1984).

The nature of women's activities in the informal sector and

.their intensity in terms of working hours will thus largely

depend on the presence or absence of a spouse, the economic

situation of.the household, the. need for child care and the

attitudes of the male when present.

-

—r‘.: ‘.'
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i.2.4 . ' The Location Of Women's Activities In The Infc;rmal Sector
The location of women's aﬁﬁivities has received limited
attention in past informal sector studies. When considered,
research has “mainly . £Pcused oh- the 1location of retail
activities.F® F;;'womeﬁ;-lacation of activities is of great
importance as they must attempt to minimize conflict between
theiéidomesfic and economic engagements in order to fulfill
“their dual ‘role. Location of activities is thus -largely
influenced by these obligations. |
In , reference to retail activities, Moser and
Young(1981) have indicated that an aspect of the unequal
power of women and men in the informal sector is clearly the
spatial restrictions placed on women. As competition in
retaid is severe, these authors. have stated that men will
. .
mak? use of their ideolocpgy of male dominance to exclude
‘women from the more} profitable areas. Moser{1981) has
offered this hypothesis to explain the location of many of
women's retail activiﬁies within the barrio of Indio Guayas
in Guayaquil. Compeéitidn for space is howevyer not limited
to this strigt sexual division of labdhr. When considering
street‘ foods, Lawson({1976) showed how areas physically
located- ;ehr places of . employment are controlled by

previously established traders. Arizpe(l%fﬁ) has ~ also

observed the importance for women to finding a ""good spot'.

e

-

4

See for example Farell, (1983), Moser, (1981},
McGee,Yeung, (1977).
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gizg;ugh. competition may limit women's choice and

S ~

access to certain locations, there is’ nevertheless a
" _ . :
combination of other factors which may explain the location

of women's ‘informal activities. The opposition between the

domestic and public Spﬁére of women's work is a major aspect
of the existing conflict between housework and rgmunerated
hork(Da Silva,1979). Thé-préceding section indicatedk@hat
once women married, many left®their employment as "live in"
domesticé, often to become washerwomen. In discussing female

labour, Da Silva notes: ,
"Admitting that - there are 'no significant
differences in the employment relations of "maids"
and "washerwomen":this suggests that the conflict
exists Dbasically in terms of 1locale in the
realization of specific tasks--- domestic versus
public ones.'(1979:223)

Domestic responsibilities are, therefore, a strong

determinant of the locarion ;f women's activities iﬁ the
informal sector. Women will thus princgbéliy engage in
eéonomic activities in their home or in its
proximity{CEPAL, 1984, CEPLAES,1984} . The following
quotations reveal certain views,'expressed by women, on the

location of their economic activities.

W
-

' -Yo siempre trabaje, perc mejor en casa...por los
hijos, estandec en casa, hay que estar todo el dia,
- Pero yo prefiero.’.

Trabajar en mi casa si, perque una elemina el
problema de gquien se queda con las ninas, y 1la
tranquilidad de:saber si habran llepado bien de la

escuela, las habra recogido... ademas, estar al
lado de los hijos;mi esposc no viene a almorzar,
pero si viene yo por lo menos puedo
estar..."(CEPAL,1984:8)
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Although women may prefer to work within their home in order

"

to also fulfill their domé&tic work, their daily routines
express the hardships of this dual role.

Y si, cuando nosotros estéBamos'ﬁca. teniamos un '
dormitorio que era donde estaba la maquina...y ahi
andabamos...estabas martillande y te Jlevantabas
martillando e 1ibas a la cocina y 1la seguias
martillando, te levantabas y hacias un .mandado y
asi...empiezas a las 6 y terminas a las .12 _de la
noche. ' (CEPAL,1984:8) : ! T
The location of women's econoXic activities may also be

¥ N
limited by men not approving, of women leaving the household

® to work (CEPLAES,198%). . A
"El prefiére (el ﬁérido).;.que gquede en casa, no
quiere que salga a la calle, el me

dice:cose" (CEPAL,1984:8)

The perception of activities in public spaces as a male
responsibility. is. quite common among Latin Americaﬁ
mgn(CEPLAES,l984). Many. women are therefore directly or
indirectly obliged to remain in proximity of their homes
'wﬂzlé‘engaging in remunerative work. Gugler(1982) has also
indicated thatf women tend to engage in part-time, home
based, inform;l activities which allow’ them to coﬁbine
household responsibilities  with remunerative work. Their
range of activities is, however, largely restricted by their
limited physical mobility. | "

L

The literature has indicated »thatd the. location of

i
LR ]

women's informal economic activities may be determined by
one or a combination o©of the followingw. factors:

1)competition; 2)the imposition of a dual role, 3)male

<
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attitudes. Although location of activities is an 1mportant
aspect in the understanding of women in the informal sector,

-

it has received limited attention in past stgfdies.

2.3  SUMMARY OF MAIN THEMES o, ~

As women increasingly turn to informal activities for
survival, it is of utmost importance that their role in the
urban informal sector be reéognized and understood. Gender
has been shown to be a_revgaling factﬁr in determining the
extent of possible success in the informal sector.

The need to fulfill a dual role accompanied by the
flexibility of informal activites has resulted in high
female 'participation rates in this sector. Although

‘ ' o
flexibility in terms of location and nature of activities

may be advantageous to women, it may also hinder their

possibilities for upward mobility and higher capital gains.
. [+

In reference to petty t}aders, stability of working hours

and location is required if one is to establish a regular

clientele. Regular schedules are alsoc necessary if a trader

is to maintain a . "good spot" in an area providing a
substantia}»’ number of potential customers. Women's

obligations to work in a flexible manner in order to fulfill
their dual role thus limits their possibilities for success.
Certain general characteristics pertaining to age,

marital status, and educational level have been identified

along with the principal informal activities in which women
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. tend to engage. The relationship between these various
N . . -

~ cﬁaracterist;cs and the nature: of a;Eivities has*'énly
briefly been sfbdied. It hés been shown that _you%é,
unmarried women predéminantiy'work as domestics while older
women are generally. associated: to the retail sellihg of
lower order éobds. The literature has, however, not
' cdnsidered the reasons 'why women may choose one activity
m‘rafher than another. ‘

%The location of women's informal activities has but
recently been considered in the literature. As women in the
informal sector must fulfill a.dual role, the location of
their activites is__éonSequéntly of pafticular importance.
To stﬁdy the links' between women's Socloeconomic and
‘sociodemographic characteristics, tﬂe type of activities
they.engage_ig, as well as their location, would be most
useful for further understanding of working class women and
their role in the urban infqrmal sector. The gconomic value
of “Qomgn's informal activities is anotheér aépect. which
requires further consider;&ﬁan. Although it is known that
women particiﬁéte in greét numbers in the informal sector,
their economic contributions towards their' families'
survival have ﬁot been sufficiently recognized.

Past studies of women in the‘:igformal sector have
tended to focus on speciffic activities, ie. retail or

domestic. Few have -considered the realm of informal economic

activities women may engage in. A sample design which would
. B



-

'v'. - ) 25.&
select yomén acbording to the locapion of their home rather.
than their economic activities, could provide a better
understandihg of the employment situat%o? of wgmgq of the
urbgn_:pobr. The objecti§es of this study. have been
elaboréfed in. v;ew cf the above mentioned gaps in thé

literature. . These objectives, along with the research

methodology, will be presented in the following chapter.

ey
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

. ]

Social science research can draw pﬁ pfimary or
sacon&ary data. The decilsion as to which\E g of qata should
be used depends on the study's objectives. Very often, éne
form_of data. can complement the other. In this research,
the objectives _can best beh\fulfilled throqgh the use of
primary data as such _détailed informatian on women's
informal economic activities cannot be . obtained through
secondary data sources. The required information was thus
gathered by means of pé:sonall interviews, in which
standardized questionnaires wegg administeréd. The objective
of this chapter.is to pfesentuéhe research objectives as
well as the methodology involved‘iﬁ data gathering. We will

thus deal with the research objectives, the selection of a

: representative research area, the sample, as well as the

elaboration of the questionnaire.
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- RESEARCH OBJECTIVES ’

When carrying out  research of this nature, it is

important to estaplish specific objectives in order to

mainzain-.a ﬁanaﬁeable Scope. As indicated previously, this

study has the following objectives:

1.

To identify which socioeconomic and sociodemographic
characteristics may influence women's barticipation
in informal rather .than formal economic activities.
To determine the value of women's economic activities
within the household.

-

To identify which socioceconomic and sociodemographic

" characteristies may influence the nature and location

of women's informal economic activities.

_ N
To determine if the nature and location of women's
informal economic activities vary in function.of the

location of their area of residence.

In order to fulfill these objectives, field work was

carried out in Quito, Ecuador. The data was gathered by

mer;ms-

of personal non-scheduled interviews in which

N

standardized <questionnaires were administered Dby the

researcher and =xecorded by a colleague. A total of 133

questiionnaires were completed, of which 126 were Tretained

for data analysis.
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3.2 RESEARCH AREA
Tﬂe'Specific research area was selected in functicn. of

three methodological decisi?ns taken at..the outset of the

-

research project. Although previous research deaiing with
informal economic activities has often opted to focus on
specific activities and work places, it was decided that in
view of the objectives! the iﬁterviews éhould be held at the
subjects’' residence rather than work place. ~As. our
objective was to obtain a sample whibh would repregént a
cross-section of the informal economic activities of women
of the 'ufban‘ poor, this approébh was deemed to be more
appropriate; The link between area of residence and informal
workers was identified in the wofk of Vasconcelos(1985) and
Portes(1978). ‘ '

An approach which would Eg»cx\selected "the subjects
according to work place could not have provided an unbiased
sample of women's economic actiyities. The typology of
women'sﬁeconomic activities demonstrates how the survey of

.

women in the "barrios” allowed for a representative cross
s;ction _ of .. womeﬁ's economic activities to . be
identified(Table 1). A similar typology of women's economic
act&v&xies was oPtained in Moser's{1981) study of Guayaquil.
fhis approach f&as not' only adopted forl methodological
reasons, buﬁ also for practical reasons. In a study of

informal economic activities in Recife,  Da Silva(1981)

proceeded  in this fashion indicating that interviewing at



TABLE 1

Typology Of Women's Economic Activities
L , J
Type Of Activity’ Freq Percentage

I

[

|

|

|

i

I

|

| "Ambulante" (Foodstuffs)
| Brick Vendor

| Cardboard Collector
| ~ Cook

| Daily Agricultural Worker
| Day Care Worker
| Domestic

| Factory Worker¥™
|

i

I

I

!

!

|

{

l

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

[ B

'_.l
OO0 ONNO~NON SISO

Hairdresser
Hospital Worker®
Ironing Woman
Labourer®
Restaurant Helper
Seamstress
Secretary
Security Person®
, Sewing Teacher
- Shoemaker
Store Employee

— .
N = PR HMI N OO RN MN W W R
O = W o0

+—

Store Employee™ _ 1
Store Owner(edibles) 1 8
Store Owner(nov edlbles) 1
Teacher¥
Vendor(prepared food) 2 16
Vendor(non edibles) 1
Washerwoman 2 20
T T T U
| Total 126 100
. ln 4 - -
\ F e m et et e e e r e E R e f e e m e m e h m M e e e m, e - - = e e e - - e - e, e e EE e —-—-—-—-

| Footnote: Formal economic act1v1t1es are indicated
| by an asterix(® )
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the work place was accompanied bz a series of-constraints.
It is believed that this would also hold true for this
particular case study. Interviewing at the work place would
“have made it difficult to retain the subjects' attention for
a prolonged -ﬁeriodx Greatef time pressures woul& have.
limited the amouﬁt of additiaﬁal_information provided by the
sub?écts:- Gaining the subjects' confidence in'pﬁblig,areas
would have also been more difficult.

A second methodological decision concerning the
research area was that the _study should be carried out in
two ‘"barrioéy. As one of the sfudy's objéctives was to
determine if the nature and location of meen's informal
economic activities varied according to the location of
their homes, it was necessary to seiect tw6 "barrios"™ with
varying distances from the city's colonial centre.’ The
optimal situation would have been to select .omne barrio in
the heart of the city's centre and another in its periphery.
Although attempts were made to establish contacts in the
very -central "b;frios", t?ese provgd unsuccessful.

The “barrios” then selected were in areas where the

i~
—

research was well received and where the elements of the

\ "
research could be maintained(Figure 1}. The first "barrio",

known as Chilibulo, is 1located 4 kilometers from the city

7 Quito , like many other developing Third World cities, is

comprised of two c¢ity centres, a modern and a colonial.
For the subjects. in this study it is the colonial centre
which is considered the «city's centre. The distance
between the subjects home "'barrio” and the colonial centre
thus determines their accessibility to the market.
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centre while  the second, known as Lucha De Los Pobres, is
located 7 kilometers from the city centre. By means of

public transportation, a period of twenty to forty minutes

) * -

is required to travel from Chilibulo to the centre. To

travel from Lucha De Los Pobres to the city centre, a period

»

of .one and a half to two hours is required. These
differences, in distance. and access to city centre, be&tween

‘the "barrios' . were judped significant in terms of the

-
I3

research objectives.

The third methodological decision, was that ‘the

. -

research should take place in "barrios populares’™, that is,

’

‘poor.rworking class neighbourhoods. As this study is 1imit§d
to the economic actigitiés of women, of the ufban poof, it
was essential that neigbourhocods ("Barrios") of this nature
Se selected. In order to assure ourselves of ‘the-

represéﬁtativeness of the selected "barrios” as "barriocs
p;ﬁhlar;s", locally informed people from both academic and
non academic research institutes. were consulted, Although
Both "barrios” are characterized as "parriob popdlafes" they
not only differ in their access to the city's centre but
also ‘En their history, their community organization and
their infrastructore.

The first "barrioh, Chilibulo, is one of the city's
- older "barrios". Its history goes back more than three

hundred yedrs when it was not a "barrio" of ‘Quito, but

rather an indigenous rural village. The community was first
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formally organized in 1908 when it was given poorly located
pieces of agrigultural land on the slopes -of the Pichincha.
With the growth:of the capital, Chilibulo has become quite a
central "barrio" with a population ‘of approximately_Z,OOO.
1t isqa "barrio" known for its poor but ine#pensive housing.
Most of the résidengs (70%) in this sample were tenants..

~The infrastructure is limited. Chilibulo has only had
access to eleptrical.and water services for the 1asg ten
years. Most of the homes, however. remain without these
services. The streets dre unpaved ahq-not mafntéined. There
are no formal educaéion facilities. An area for women to
wagh clothing ig available.. A large modern hospital,
located at the 'barrio's" limits was_officiaily opened in
the fall of 1983. Although it offers several jobs to the
residents of Chilibulo, the"residents of‘the "barrio" cannot
take advantage of the facilities becaqse— of financial
reasons. The "barrio” benefits from a day care center arld
four "Hogares'ihfantiles"(hcmes for children). The day care

center- is funded by the "barrio's” Catholic mission, while

A
A

the "Hogares Infantiles” -are funded by UNICEF although

managed by a government agency. Chilibulpe one of three

"barrios—pépulares" to benefit frof this program. At the
time of this study, the day care wasi responé&ble for 40.
children and lwas buildiﬁg a lérger 'ceﬁter. The four
"Hogares" were each responsible for 6 to 8 children. The day

care centre is more '"formally"” organized in comparison. to

the "Hogares" which are rather "informally" organized.
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-

The second "barrio", Lucha De Los Pob;es; has to the

o

'contrafy, a very-short history. The "barrio"” is the result

of 2 land invasion which occured on the evening of Adgust

-

24, 1983.At the time of this study the "ba?/fo" had been
egtaBlished'for a mere ten months. The invasion was well
d;ganized by several leftist  Broups and the FADI,(Frente_
Amplio De Izquierda) a leftist.poliéical party. ﬁriqr to the

invasion, the organizers had studied several sites and

"

selected the present one as most suitable. As Chilibulo, and

most of Quito's "barrios populares”, La Lucha is located on

the steep slopes of the Pichincha. These areas, because of

their ﬁigh altitudes, are especially cold and damp. -

[S

All people living within this "barrio' must be members

‘of the cooperative Lucha De Los Pobres:. The population in

June of 1984 wag of approxima}ely 8,000, With repard to
infrastructure, this "bgfrio" was particularly destitute. It
had one source of running water for the community. Most of
the women therefore did their laundry in nearby creeks.
Eléctricity' was only available .in the "barrio’'s"
coor@in;tion office. Roads within the "barrie” were non
existent. A wvery small and poorly équippéd health  care
centre wdg available. Eight classrooms' had been built by

the cooperative's members, although the government had not

yet 'fully agreed to éupply teachers. The= -wechool was,

' The construction of these classrooms, as well as other

community projects, were carried out on Saturdays, during
the "minga'". It was. mandatory that at least “~one adult
member of each household participate in the "mingas".

[ - ]
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however, operational as the cooperative's’ ‘committee had

1

hired uncertified teachers. The residents' were not tenants

as they had built their'own homes on land which was- not

legally theirs.

Although véry different in their backgrounds, these two

"barfios" are both comprised of poor working class

households. forced to struggle for survival. The residents'

X

socioeconomic and sociodemographic characteristics are., as a

result, largely similar.

» v

v

3.3 SAMPLE
Y .

A QOtaijof 133 women were included in the sample. 0Of these

women, 64 were from the first "barrio" while 69 were from

" the second. As our objective was to study the nature and

location of women's economic activities:;, the sample was

limited to women who engaged in some form of work for which
) X .

they received. an income. 1In order to obtain a more

‘homogeneous sample, it was decided that the women should

also be parents and thus have at least one child.

Because of local . conditions, the sampling method
differed : form one "barrio" to the other: In the first
barrio” , Chilibulo, a map was dfawn up in order to assure

that all areas would be represented equally. As the initial

contacts in this- barrio were through the intermediary of the
day care center, a number of interviews (14). were carried

out here.” An additional 13 interviews were carried out in

*

3=
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the "hogares infantiles”. ' For these groups,” the 'subjects

. . ' .
were assigned tp their residence on the map. This provided

us with a sample of the .women who had access to basic child

»
e . Co . f
care facilities. When interviewing at these centers it was

dlsqﬂestablishea that the women met the selection criteria,
ié. they "were working mothers. Having been personhll;
introduced by the coordinators-of thgifenters also ﬁade the
subje?ts less doubtful of the researcher qnd the research
opjectives.r As a result, a high level of confidence was
obtained. When engaging in research of-thi£ nature, it is
most important for the researcher ﬁo have confidence in his
subjects and.vicé versa. As a stranger in a foreign country,
this requirement is sometimes difficult to achiévé.

- The remaining 37 women in the Chilibulo sample, were
selected randomly bearing in mind the location of their

7

residence. The subjects were generally approached by the
researcher, who clearly expléineﬁ Fhe ocbjectives and motives
of the research. If the” women met the selection criteria,
they were asked to participate in the study.

’ As field conditions in the second "barrio" (Lucha De

. Los Pob;es) were very different from the first., a different
method‘-of sampiing was utilized. The subjects wefe,
.however, selected acéording $0 their residence within the
barrio. These areas were not sélected by thq_rgsearcher but
by the cooperative's central committee, which asked district

coordinators to volunteer in the study. The research was
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thus carfied out in the 5 districts whose coordinators had
volunteered. These cpordinators later introduced the
research project to théin fellow district members. He/she
.also provided a list of homes where the woman engaged in
soée form of economié activity. In_threé of these-districtﬁ;
the project' was introduced by the researcher duringrweekly
meetings. Once "these fivg districts had been determined,
interviews were carried out wiﬁh all consenting women who
met the selection criteria. Although the majority of the
women were from the five selected districts, others were
;lso'apﬁroached and inclﬁded in the sample. -

As a result, it is felt that in both '"barrioes" é
rePreSentétive sample of women'and their economic activities’
was obtained. A}though the total number ' of women
interviewed in each barrio is similar (64 in the'first, 69
in the_second); thé population of these "Sgrrios" (2,000 in
the first, 8,000 in the second), differ greatly. o

Needlesé to say, all samples are subjett to some .form
of bias. In this particular sample, it is quite possible
that women working extremely long hou;s, are
runderrgpresented. Since we neverlinterviewed beyond 7.30 pm,
some’individuals may have been excluded from the sample. The
interviewing generally ended in the early eveniﬂg due to
'availabilftyuﬁf“bublic transportation and personal safety.
Our presence on a daily basis, ‘however, eliminated .the

possibility of excluding women whose presence in the

"barrio” was associated .to specific days.



3.4  QUESTIONNAIRE S

In order to pgather the regquired data, a standardjized

J
questionnaire was designed and later administered to the 133
women 1in the sample. The initial gquestionnaire was

redesigned by the researcher with the asSistance of Gilda
‘Farell, professor of Economics at the Catholic University of
Quito. The questionnaire (see Apendix 1) is essentially

divided into two sections; a first section deals with ,the

socioeconomic aﬁd sociodemographic éharacteristics of the-
woman .and a second éection deals with t#e woman's economic
activities as well éé those of her male counterpart, when
applicable. The questions are mainly qloge ended as the
data required was best suited to this type of information.
- Five optional questions we%eAalso included at the end of the
'questidnnaire. Ihesq were designéd te provide additional
quglitative information. Although informati;e, these
questions were not essential in terms of the research
ob}ectivés. As these questions were optional, they were not
applied in the same rigourous manner as the close ended
questions. Rather, they were aéplied to those womeg who
were less busy at the time of the interview or/and mo;e'open
to séeak. The iqperviews, in which the questionnaire was
administered, ranged from ,tén minutgs toc one hour, . the
average interview taking approximately twenty minutes. The

questionnaire was designed to allew for this flexibility as

we did not wish to impose on the subjects.

-
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The information providéd by the subjects is considered
honest  and -, trustworthy. In circumstances where the
information was doubtful, the quesgéonnaire was -not retained
fof aﬁalySis. The questionnaire design allowed for seﬁeral

1! . . -
counterchecks. Locally informed people had provided us with

SOmé - indicadtion uof average incomes for women's economic
activities. ‘The questionnaire also made it possible to known
how mucH a women- could earn while engaging in a specific
-activity. It was thus quite easy to recognize when the
income flgures provided had been infla#ted or deflated IA
should be'noted, however, .that thlS‘rarely cccured. 6ne
could alsé' Judge the wvalidity of the questionnaire by
loﬁklng at the response to questions such as female and male
income, number of chlldren‘and amount paid in rent. This was
not possible in theisecond "barrio" as ﬁhe residents did not
pay- rent. Asking womeﬁ”the location of their work place and
later asking how long it took them to. travel to this area
also made it poﬁsible to -countercheck thelresponse.
A‘pre-test of the’qﬁestiopnaire was carried out before
designing. the final version. Ten questionnaires were

utilized in the pre-test. No major changes were made as the

initial questionnaire hdd been redesigned in Quito before

‘

the pre test. _Several questiohs were nevertheless -added.
Questlon 2.3. (Do you work for yourself or for Someone else’)

_was added as it prov1ded useful lnformatlon on Yhe 'various

working arrangements in diffefent informal economic
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activities. Questions-2.9 and 2.21 (Do you have access to
social securitf benefits? . Does yourthSQ§nd have access to
socia; security benefits?) were' also added to the
qdestionnéire. The information obtained from these questions

was most useful in determining the formal or informal nature

»

.of an economic activity.?

The open ended questions were simplified-ih'orQer to
facilitate more direct response. Althougﬁ fetaiﬁéd‘iﬁ the
questionn;ire, question 2.12 (How many hours per day”do you
devote to housework?) was rather difficult for the subjects
to éqswer. As womén's 'economic activities are often
combined with their domestic activities.&the subjects could
not easily  disassociate these activities and provide an
exactgfigure!u’By and large. the questionnaire was clear and

r

“well understood by the respondents.

-

h

When an employee has access to social security benefits,
he/she is registered with the !Instituto Ecuatoriano De
Seguridad Social’' (Ecuadorian Institute of Social
Security). These recipients have access to health care
services at certain designated areas. In certain- cases,
they may have access to loan services when purchasing a
home. With'a minimum of twenty years in the labour force,
they may also have access to social security benefits once
over the age of sixty. ¥For someone engaging T the
informal sector it is virtually impossible to have access
to these services. Under normal conditions, workers in the
"formal .sector, have access to these social. security

benefits once they have been employed for a three month
period. ' '

~

¥
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3.5 "CONCLUSION .

1

This thesis thus draws upon thé,%nfqrmation provided

” .

“from the questionnaires. Although this method of gathering

data is by far the most appropriate for a 'study 'of this
nature, it is one which requires t'ime, patience and, most

importantly:' cooperation of xhé locals. As ipcreasing
academic iht;rest ‘isv_Being given to the problems fabihg
developing countries, the ﬁéople of these Aﬁatiohs ‘are
becomiﬂg increasingly crit?pal of the results, or rather ghe-
lack of fesults, of. this research on their lives. FSr ;hese'
reasons, obtaininghﬁata of this rature is audelicate task. *
In this particular casé study, we were m;st fortunaté to
meeé twé responsive women’ who introduced us tol their
réspective commuriities. These',introductory Eontacts oare
essential, although not necessarily sufficient, if one is to
be "accepted" by the locals.

In the following tWE;fEEEEEFS“ the ;esults of the data-
analysis will be presented. A first chapter will éxamine the
sociceconomic and sociodemographic charactéristics of the
women sampled. The second chapter wiil foecus on thenliﬁké
between the nature an& location of women's inférmglﬂeconomic

activities and 1) their ngigeconomic/sociodemographic

characteristics and 2) the location .of their home "barrio'.



Chapter IV

"WOMEN OF THE URBAN POOR:THEIR SOCIOCECONOMIC
AND SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

‘Lack of employment and underemployment - in  Latin
~American cities.ﬁas forced most working class households to
_‘ adopt multiple income .sti'atégies in qfder to survive. Women
are thus increasingly becoming memberé of ‘the' active labour
force. As t.heir economic activities. are often classified as
'finf_p_rmal" they are rarelé; accounted ‘f.or. Indeed. most women
.of‘ ,Ehe uz&n'poor have few options but to enter informal
.empioyment. This m'éy‘,.be'_ explained in paft by structural
constfaints, such as léEk.of‘acqes&;tbleducation”and the
obligation to ‘main.tlain the ﬁ{h;sical well-being of the
-hoqsehold.'- This 1n turn q}ay' be explained by cultural
-con.straints(Nelson, 1979). As this researcim draws on a
sémpie suryey:-of these working women, this chapter wiil
examine  their - soci.oeconomic' anﬁ sociodemographic .
charactéristics and identify which of these may influence
women's .parti-cipationl in informal rather thad formal

economic activities. .
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As mentioned in the previocus chapter, the'women_in this
sample reside in two distinct 'barrios éopulares". A series
of chi-séuqfé tests have indicated that there are no
éignificaht differences between the womeﬁ ené&ging in
informal econoﬁic activities  in these twbl"barriosf. Mérked
socioeconomic differences do exist, however, beﬁééeﬁ women
enpaped in formal economic activities and those é%gaéeé.inw
informél economic activities. In this Quité sémple\ iS%:bf
the women are engaged in “formal economia actiQitie? while
the remaining 85% are engaged in informal economic
activi;ies. Mos£ of the wome; engaged in formal economic
activities are from Chilibulo. The-fact that these women had
access to child ;are facilikies, and that most had indeed
placed their children in a centre, can to some ,extent
‘explain yhis-resﬁlt: .
y i N ~
4.1 LIMITING: FACTORS TO WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN FORMAL.

EMPLOYMENT : -

_Age is an important factor lfmiting access toj-' formal
employmeﬁt(Figure 2). <;;is point was confirmed in the éase
study as well as in elocal ﬁgwspaﬁers where advertisements
often{5pecified that the candidate should not be over the
age of thirty(Figure 3). It should be noted that this was
not exclusive to women. As figureiZ demonstrates, there are
no-é:men over the age of 41 participating'i formal economic
activities. It is clear that most of the women(53%) engaged
in formal economic activities are between the age of 18 and

'\\l

’
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24; Once these women are over the age of thirfy, it 1is
egtremely difficult for them to. insert thngelveé in the
" formal labour market. With age, their participation in the
informal labour market thus fénds to increase. This study's
results thus c¢onfirm those of Arizpe”s(1977) study on

women's activ;;iéé in the informal labour market of Mexico

city.

Althbugh these women may be classified as ha;ing formal
employment, their work isggfually‘of an unskilled or semi-
'skilled nature. Thus,they are easily replaced when" their
work pattern is inferrupted by a pregnancy or a child's
illnéssu, Once one withdraws froﬁ fo;ﬁél employment, it is
generally quite difficult to reinsert oneself.

It 1is also often stated that employers prefer young
- workers, since they are believed to Be more efficient. The
age pattern of women engaged lin informal economic
actiﬁities, falls into a more normal distribution.‘WOmen's
participation in these activities does not appear to,  be age

specific.

‘ The marital status of women is another factor Jhich may

influence the‘nature of their economic, activities. Employers

often prefer single women to married women; Good physical

appearance is also often stated as a prerequisite to formaf

employment (see Figure 13). Alfhough the majority of the
~

women in this sample participating in formal employment were

married, théy generally had fewer children than those



[

— “

Age 0f Women:Formal Sector " - Age Of Women:Informal Sector

PERCENTASE PEROERTASE [
90 -4 i 920 =
p ]
] 4
1 ;
0 7 SR %
4 . : e
1 B BB i :
) e 3 ]
< Tote'e® L
: E I 4
" -
0 p a0 2 40 =
b : B 1 :
] 2 : ] R
) X & ] X
: b atetere! r e
1 B2 3 - 2
0 - s O 0 h %
: : + : »
1 ) h e
: : : G
o E " d o
X L
1 a7 e, ] E
20 . : s ]
b y *utatet ® p R B
] . : b : . o %
RS : 1 % - weer Seneer
- M .
. 20 ] ] ateres 2
] wiie el
p -
- & b R .
10 ) teieees ..' 10 - B M
L oty % ] %
] e R 1 s R
] : : . 2
] X X q X0 Tooe ¥
0 4 *aoet o
1 Setate? 0 4 e e
) 5052 . ] . e, o,
° .l; 23 te %0 o - 3% &
" i-‘ ‘ te 18424 23 1o 40 4
Ags of wemen Age af women

Fiéure 2: AGE OF WOMEN PARTICIPATING IN FORMAL AND
INFORMAL
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES Source:L.Martin, Women And
Employment Sample Survey, 1984

—



N

. SENORITAS -
" "BACHILLERES

NECESITA IMPORTANTE EMPRESA
COMERCIAL DE QUITO

REQUISITOS:

“Acta de Grado o Titulo de Bachiller”
“Excelentes referencias personales”
"Muy buena presencia’’ (indispensable).

Presentarse en ef CENTRO COMERCIAL QUICENTRO en

la calles Naciones Unidas v 6 de Diciembre a partir de las
08h00.

INDUSTRIAL DE GASEOSAS CIA. LTDA.

o COCA - COLA

Requiere los servicios de sofiorita Secretaria, para su Depar.
tamento de Mercadso.

REQUISITOS:

Soltera

Buena presancia

Edad minima 22 y maxima 28 afos

Titulo de Secretaria

Experiencias laborales

Buenas relaciones humanas.

Personas interesadas acercarse portando su curriculum vitae
¥ una foto tamaiio carnet actualizada, a la Oficina de Personal, &
partir lunes 27.

e

[ Direccién: Isaac Albéniz 203, El Inca.

Figure 3: ADVERTISEMENTS FOR FORMAL EMPLOYMENT

9.
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OPPORTUNITIES Source: Hoy, Quito, March 14/ June
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participating in informal employméntzFigure 4). As one of
the se&gption criteria was that women'should havela minimum.
;f one child, it is evident that cﬁildlés; women cannot be
considered here. What 1s nmoticeable, however, is the
tendency " for women gngéged in formal activitiés_ to have
fewer children. Of these women,’ %OZ had only one or two
children.

As “‘mentioned, the majority(90%) of the women
participating in formal ecbnﬁmic activities, resided in the

first barrio, Chilibulo, where basjc child care facilities

were available. Most of the women made use of these

T

services. ' Without the% formal employment would - not be
feasible. Ag women are generally totally.responsible for the
care of their children, it is dgite difficult for them to
leave their homes for prolonged perio&s of time. Even when
women with children have the qualifications to enter formal
employment, it is impossible for them to work without some
type of chilp c;re arrangements during working hours. Child

care facilities, however basic Ehey may be, aré thus most

L

valuable for women engaged in economic activities.

A certain level of formal education is also a

requirement for acquiring formal employment. In this sample,

.women who successfully entered this sector generally "had

completed a minimum of six' years of primary school’
education(Pigure 5). In societies where education is not

the Tesponsibility of the state, females in low income
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'ﬁBuSeholds are at a disadvantage since education for the
male members is more highlf valued. Frequently when girls
reaqh the age of fen, they'are elected with?ut choice to
remain at home in order to assist their mothers with
household chores. They therefore have no option but to
withdraw from school.This lack of access to education in
turn limits their pd;sibilities for employment,
" “Although many of women's formal activities in Latin
Amgrica do not require special ;kills, the excessive labour

offer allows employers to demand certain levels of.

education. In the Quito sample, 63% of the women engaged in

 formal activities, had completed seven or more years of

formal education while‘only 18% of those engaged in informal
activities had attained sich a level. As one may see in
Figure 5, it is quité unlikely for women with low levels of
educatioh to obtain formalj.emplbymént. A mere 5% of the
women in this category had a maximum of three years of
education. - There is thus a strong link between one's level
of educatioﬁ“ and the possibility of obtaining formal
employment . !

Factors s:uc@ as ape, number of children, lack of access

e

to ﬁay care and ievel of edupation therefore limit women's
possibilities Aof eﬁgaging in. formal employme?t. In this
sample of 126 women, 19 engaged in formal employment while
107 engaged in ﬁbformal employment. When considering these"

_ ® . -
results, the limited number of women participating in formal
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employment must thus be taken inte consideration. The
distribution of women engaged in .informal(85%) and

formal(1l5%) economic. activities is, nevertheless, felt to be

representative of the current employment situation for these

"women. This sample thus illustrates how women of the urban

S—

poor have few options but to entér\the.@ﬁformal sector. As
most economically disadvantaged women engaée in the informal
sector, this sfddy will focus on these women's economic
activities;“which for too long have not begn accounted for.
Women that have formal employment will ngp be included in

further analysis.

4.2 SOCIOECONOMIC AND SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

OF WOMEN ENGAGED IN FORMAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
S '

This section will examine the sociceconomic and

. sociodemographic characteristics of the women engaged in

-
inf{rmal ) economic activities. The characteristics to be

studled are age,,gnumbgr -gf children, marital status,
educatignal level, income and length of residency in Quito..
A descriptl n of“yomen's socioecbnomic and socibdemographic
characteristics will allow for a better understanding qf the.
women in this §amgle. This in turn will be mosé useful whep.

.

studying the 1links between the nature and. location of

0

women's economic activities and their socioeconomic and

sociodemographic characteristics.
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In the Quifq sample, the age of thé women ranged from
eighteen to fifty eight, the average being thirty two.
Al?hoﬁgh most of the women(62%) are between ﬁhe' ages ﬁf
twenty five and forf&, the age distribution of the women in
th;s sample indicatQS'thét women of all ages participate -in
informal economic activities. “
The nﬁmber of children born to_thesé women does vary
according to their .age(Table 2). The ;éveragé number of

children per family in this sample was 3.5. 7

TABLE 2

Total Number of Children Per Woman According To Age

| |
l I
I l
| |
| |
! |
[ I
| Ape of Women Total Number of Children . Total |
! |
| 1-2 3-5 6+ |
| ¢ Freq. Pct. Freq. Pct. Freq. Pct.

| ' i |
| 18-25 22 76 7 24 0 0 29 |
I ) |
| 26-40 17 29 29 50 12 21 58 |
| . o
| 41+ 2 10 8 40 10 50 20 |
| E
e e e e Mt m e mmmamemm e memM e c e mcm e mm g *
! !
[ Total 41 38 44 41 22 21 107 |

Statistics 'have indicated a trend towards declining birt

b
L 4

rates in many Jeveloping countries. In a 1984 survey 6n
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fertility, -tﬂé Ecuadorian National Institute foF
Stat{stiés(Hoy,Jung 1985) ind@catedxthat more than half(56%)
of Ecuadorian women did not wish te.havé more children. Whgn:
asked how many children they would like if they could choose
the exact number, 24% said three, 22% said four, and 21%
said two. A mere 47 said they would elect to have dme child
wﬁilé only Bz_wishéd for a larpe family of eight or more.
The opinions réfiect;ﬁ by the wbmen.ég this survey may be a
further indication tH;t birth rates are slowly declining.

Although Table 2 indicates the totallnumber of children

Fer woman, on1y chi1dren living at home will be considered
in this an;lysis. "As these children éré dirgctly dependent
~on- their mothers, it is the daily domeétic activities
associated with them which may influence thé nature and
location of women's informal, ecoﬁomic activities. For this
reason only children living wiﬁhin the home  will be
considered. The ‘differenges betwee; the total nuﬁber of
children per woman and the number of children per woman
living at home are neverpﬁeless. minimal{Table 3). When
considering the_variable number of children, it is important
to take into account the age of the children. In this
sample, 71% of.thé women have at least one child of three
Years or less. Sincela'ehild of three years or iess cannoé
be left alone for a prolonged perioa\qg timé, most swomen are

therefore constantly responsible for the care of -at ledst
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+
A

one child.'® The women in this sample, therefore, did_nbt
‘withdraw from the labour force durihg childbearing and early

childfearing as sugpgested by Moser(1981).

o e e E e e e e e m e e e e e e e e R c e mr - 3. .- +
TABLE 3 T
Number Of Children Per Woman And Number Of Children At '
Home
Number of Children Total

Freq..Pct. Freq. Pct. Freq. Pct.

Total Number 41  38.5 44 41 22 20.5 107
0f Children Per

" Woman.

Total Number 46 43 50 47 11 10 107
0f Children At
Home

| |
I I
I I
I I
| I
I I
| I
I I
| . . |
| 1-2 3-5 6+ [
| . |
| I
| I
I I
I |
| I
l I
I I
I I
| I
| I

In this sample, 25%-of the households were managed by

. \ .. N . ' :
women, while the remaining 75% were jointly managed (Table

4). When studying women's economic activities, it ‘is not

their marital status which is of concern, but rather whether

they share their household with a male counterpart. A study

done of seventy four developing countries, indicated that-

T

'* Circumstances, however, often oblige women to leave very

young chlldren alone or under the supervision of the1r
51b11ngs, usually older sisters.

'
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the rggional average for women headed households in Latin
America was 15 pércent. The article in which this study was
';ited underlined that internationally de facto figuées are
estimated to be much higher, with éérhaps one third of all
households headed by women(TayIOf,l985). Samman f1983), has
also indicated that approximately 25 to 30 percent of the
households in Qeveloping &ountries, are headed by women. Loﬁ
incéme groups in urban areas of Latin America. demonstrate
that women, heads.of thseholds, generaliy account for 20 to
25 percent of the poeulationkChant, 1985). This sample's

figure of 25% 1is thus felt to be représentative of the

o . - . a . ‘ ;‘ ! ‘ v .
“situation in working class urban areas of Latin America.

TABLE 4 \\ |
.Maritél Status 0Of Women

" Frequency Percentage

|

|

|

:

|

|

- . . l
Married- : 68 62 |
i

I

|

i

I

|

Common 'Law T, 14 13
Single " T 11 10
Separated . . ‘12 11
“Widowed . : 04 04
Total 107 100

|~ Source:L.Martin, WOmen”Kﬁdfimpldyment Sample Survey,1984|
[ ' R : ‘ |

The results of this sample indicate that there ‘are no

~ significant differencgs between the number of children per
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household and ‘the absence or presence of: a male

counterpart(Table 5). Similar result have been obtained in

Chant's (1985) study in Mexico w  re the average size of a

nuclear;family was 6.2, in comparison to 5.4 for a single-
parent “ﬁiTily. Women headed households thus have wvery
strong’ econoﬁic pressures as they are responsible .for
simiia; ﬁumbgrs of children. Most of these women are ﬂ%ds
engaged in casual relationships or have either left or been

abandoned by their male counterpart.

As previously mentioned, the level of education for the

women in this sample 1is relatively low. .Fifteen percent of

*

the women had not obtained any formal education, while 28%
had received one to three years and 437 had received four to

six yéars of.primary school education. The remaining 18% had

attended school for seven or more years. The average number
of years of formal education is 4.5. It is °not surprising

thqt these women have low levels of education as informal

i

econpbmic activities are often characterized by their low

requlre?ents for formal education.
—~

It is also possible for women to Teceive some form of
informal education, Often ‘referred to as ‘'capacitacion"
Although education of this nature is important for ‘women,

. i * ~ .
only 22% of those in thg’ sample had received some form of

"ecapacitacion”. It shouldbe noted that-all courses taken by

LT

. " . L2 . . .
the women were in domestic related activities such .as |

A
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l
TABLE 5 |
. - |
Number of Children And Marital Status |
Number Of Children Household Status .|
. ; I
Frequency |
Expected < - |
Deviatipn i
Cell Chi2 |
Percent [
Row Pct. [
Col Pct. |
il ittt i I |
Jointly Managed {emale Managed Total |
______________________ S |
1 to 2 31 10 41
30.7 10.3
,0.3 -0.3
0.0 0.0
28.97 + 9.35 38.32
75.61 24.39
38.75 37.04 '
'''' e R i
3 to 5 35 9 44 !
) 32.9 11.1 i
2.1 -2.1 !
0.1 0.4 |
£ o32.71 8.41 41.12 |
79.55 20.45 ' |
3.75 33.33 !
________________________________________________________ I
6+ 14 8 22 ]
16.4 5.6 |
-2.4 - 2.4 |
0.4 1.1 |
13.08 7.48 20.56 |
63.64 36.36 [
17.50 29.63 |
I R T P e P TP |
| Total 80 o . 2
! 74.77 - 25.23
| . ' ¥ kS
| Statistics For 2-Way Table
! : y ' -
| Chi-Square=1.993 ‘DF=2 Probability=0.3692
i et Sy iy S +
| Source:L.Martin, Women And Employment Sample Survey,1984|
I ‘ : I
R I i T U S +
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sewing, knitting and hairdressing. In her study of
autbnomous workers in Quito, Farre11(1983) hés observed that
it is%l not formal -education which coﬁcerns those
participating in informal activities, but rather:courses En
human relations, marketing and accounting. These courses,
however, appear to be séverely‘ limited in both tﬁéir
availability and gccessibility.

The 'inqome generated by women's informal economic
yactivities is nﬁnimal.lOf the women in this sample.-57%
earned less than- 600 sSucres per week.'' Another 31% earned
between 601 and 1,500 sucres, while‘only'lz% earned more
than 1,501 sucres. When this study was carried out, the
official wmonthly minimum wage was set a£ 6,600 59cres.1"
None of the women Engaged in;informal economic activitiés
earned the offi;ial minimum Awagé. In fact, the maximum
amouﬁt ed;ﬂed_by a woman was between 3,000 and 3,500 sucres,
half the sﬁggested minimum wage.

The incéme of these women's male counterparts 1is also:
geqeraliy low. They arelnevertheless greater than a woman's
income. The distribution af weekly incomes for_males is as
follows: 24.5% earn between 200 and 1.000 sucres, 5?.5% earn
between 1,000 and 2,000 sucres and 18% earn over 2,000. Of

the men 1living with women engaged in informal economic

activities, 57.5% also engage in im‘formalj!a economic

13 At .the time of study, 700 sucres was the equivalent of
ten Canadian dollars. . ‘

2 The equivalent of approximately 95 Canadian dollars.

'

a e
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activitries, 11.25% are economically inactive and 31.25%
participate in formal economic activities.

As meqtioned previously ,\ 75% of the households are

managed by both .g mgﬂ)and a woman. Of these working class

households, 68.5% rely totally on informal econcmic
activities as their #source of live}ihood. The female
managed households(25%) in this sample  of women

~

paft;cipating in informal economic' activities are also
~“totally dependent on inférmal activities. Incoﬁé provided’
by informal economic activities accounts for 106% of the
total household income in 76% of the households in this
sample. AThese data cleaély demonstrate the importance of
the 1nformal sector for worklng clasg households. Without
this p0551b111t} of creatlng employment for themselves, many
could not meet their_pe;sonal basic needs;flet alone those

of theif families.

v+ An article (Hoy, June,1985) analysing the. éﬁ%nomic

A

situatidn of Ecuador, indicates that the pqrchasing-pdwer'of
6,600 sucres. was of 2,185 sucres.- in 1579. Accbrding ‘to
various studies, one would need 14,000 sucrég moenthly to
purchase the minimum basic needs. With an undéremployment

rate of 4QF% and -an wunemployment. rate - of’ 8.3%{‘ it isg
extremely difficuit for most working class households to
provide SUffieiently fbr their families, even wﬁen adopting

multiple income strategiles.
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'Very often, women's i come-_is considered sSecondary.
*Although Fhey ﬁave always ¢ontributed directly or indirectly
fo their households' t'otal income, their econoﬁic activities
havel.far too often been associated with rheir domestic
activities and tﬁus, not been awarded tﬁéir proper val;e.-It
is 'an acknowlgdged fact that women's economic ﬁarticipation
"has been underestimated and undervalued.. It is hoped that
the re5u1ts-of’thisistudy will further demonsgrate the value
of .;omen's‘ economic paftitipatiﬁn within- the household?’
{Figure Gj. The wvalue df_women's work must not only be
recognized in the eyes of officials. but also in the eyes of
the women themsglves. Far too often,‘they havg been led to
believe that their work is of little relevance aﬁd Qaiue.
This is, however, obvigusly not the case.
The bar graph in Figure Q‘iilustrates tﬂ;‘extent'of women ' s
economic. contribution to..the‘houéehold's tétal income. In
457 of the cases,' the. income provided by women's work
accounts for 31 to 50% of the households total income.
Although women's work doeS_not necessarily account for 507%
of the total incoﬁe{ it should by nolmeans be considered as

secondary.!* It should also be mentioned that in many parts

cof Latin America, it is virtually impossible for a woman to

J
Y
17 Although the importance of women's participation in

domestic activities has been acknowledpged, it too has
., often been undervalued. L S

* If one were to quantify the value of women's domestic

-activities, their contribution would definitely ‘exceed

the 50% mawk.
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earn a wage equivalent to that of a man of the saﬁe social
class(Chant, 1985). Women's economic ch#ribution in terms
of percentage will also vary according to the total family
iﬁcome. Their cqntribut%on. is thus often greatéf in the
poorer héusgholds. As most of these families live far below
the"poverty line, women;s income 1is essential to the
families survival. It is also important to note that in
many of these households, women must spend their income on
food . and clothing for their children, while men ,are
generally free to use their income as téey please. Very
often, women cannot rely on their counterparts' economic
contribution, which varies from week to week.. In a case
study of-_Mexicah shanty towns, in-dgp;h interviews with
members. of 22 nuclear families showed that just over half of
the males retained .as much as 50% of their wage for their
personal use(Chant,1985).

Length of regidency in a city is also a fact6} which

may influence the nature of women's economic activitieg§. In
Y en ;

‘this sample; 75% of the women had lived in Quito for a

-périod of five vyears' or- more.'® These results thus
demonstrate . that 'non-migfants also partibipaté in
considerable numbers in the urban informal sector. Along

with the results of Vasconcelos(1985) and Farrell(1983),

these data help'de-eﬁpﬁasize a common hypothesis in informal

15 A period of 5 years is judged sufficient for a person to

“integrake himself or herself into a city and thus no -
longey be considered a "migrant". '
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. - B

1

sector studies which statfes that informal economic
activities are most often carried out by migrants. These
results also indicate tﬁat regardless of one's integration
into a «city, it 1is extremely difficult for the urban
poor.notably women, to insert- themselves into formal
employment. The majority of the women(%7%) were born either
in Quito or the surroundﬁng provinces (Chimboraéo, Cotopaxi,
Tungurahua,‘Pichinché and Imbabura). At birth, 54% of the
wqmén were of rural origin whiié 46% were of urban origin,

which demonstrates an impbitant influx of ruwral migrants to

urban areas..

0

4.3 CONCLUSION

This chapter hés examined the socioceconomic and
sociddemographic charactéristics of the women in _this
sample. 1t has been indicated that women of the urbaﬁ'poor
have great difficulties insefting themselves in’ formal
empioyment.‘Factors such asrage, marital staﬁus, number of
‘children, access to day care and level of education h;ve all
been cited as fa;tors which méy limit women's access to
formal .employment. With JSew oPtions, most w;men turn to
‘informal- economic aqtiﬁities. For this reason, this analysis

has focused on this particular group of women. It .has been

demonstrated that women's participation in informal
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agtivities is not age specific. Most of the women(71%),
regardless of age, are responsible for at least one child of

3 years or less. Although the level of education for women

is low, it appears as though further informal education -
L

would be of greater value than ‘formal education(Farell,

1983). Women headed households‘represent 25% of the total

households; while in another 11.25% of the cases, the
economic survival of the family depends totally on female
income. It was shown that women's income. from informal

economic activities is far below the monthly minimum wage,
*

and that men's income, although greater than women's, 1is’

also generally low. The importance of the informal seétor in
providing 1income to workfﬂg class householgs has been
_ stressed as well as the value of women's work within the
household. Finally, it was indicated that most of the women
could no' longer be considered migrants although a fair
number had rural origins at birth.. This chapter has . thus
examined = the socioeconomic. ~and sociodemggréphic
characteristics af women, with the intention of providing a

clearer picture and a better ‘understanding of the numerous

women involved in informal economic activities.

.



Chapter V

THE ‘NATURE AND LOCATION OF WOMEN'S INFORMAL
ACTIVITIES :

-

’

The objectives of this chapter are twofold: first to
identify ¢+ which socloeconomic and sociodemographic

characteristics may influence the nature and location of

women's informal economic activitiés( and second, to examine
if‘ the n%ture‘ aﬁd: location of‘ women's informal economic
activities vary 1in function of the location of their home
"barrio”. In or&er to establish the links betﬁeen the nature

and location of women's informal. economic activities, these

~ terms must be defined at the outset.

5.1 NATURE OF WOMEN'S INFORMAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

When stydying informal economic activities, it is often
necessary to estaBlish some form of‘classification, whether
it be by the acfivities themselves or those engaged in these
éctivifies. As indicated in the literature review, no
standard form _of cléssification has been agreed upon.
Certain author§ have distinguished between those workiﬁg for

themselves and those éarning a wage. In his work, Da
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$ilva(1979) identifies . three types of women's work;

1)housework, 2)remunerated work performed at home, and 3)

regular wage employment.: In her :study of Guayaquil,
Moser(l?Sl) concludes that the diﬁersity of activities makes
it difficult to establish a classification: N

"The description of .the diversity of economic
‘activities in_,the two sectors where the majority
of women in Indic Guayas participate economically-
domestic service and retail selling - indicates
the limitations of defining their work in terms of
a dualist dichotomy such as wage sector/self
employment or formal/informal .sector division.
Within both sectors, as indeed with dressimaking,
it 1is possible to 1identify a continuum, with
totally waged-employment at one end, and unwaged
work at the other, with accompanying’ degrees of
autonomy over the production procijgi"“Tp.ZB)

The problem of‘classifying women'

~

is one which must also be dealt with .in this particular

-~ economic activities

study. The activities have thus been class;fied acgordiﬁg to
the means 4in° which women earn their ‘income. The basic
gdistinction-is between those women who sell their labour,
and those. who sell a pfoduct éf some kind. It is therefore
poﬁsible to have a seamstress hired by someone operating a
small informél enterprise in a first category, and a
. seamstress working at homé, .Selling clofhing to her
neiphbours, in a second Eategory. Activities in which women
sell their labour have Been classified under the 1label,
"Personal Services", whereés activities in which women sell

some type of .product have been classified under the label

"Retail Services"(Table 6).
’
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3 , |
| TABLE 6 . |
| . ' I
| - Classification Of Women's Economic Activities |
P ‘ !
| Personal Services FREQUENCY PERCENT |
A I i il B B N T T T T T e m e e m e e e - - -—- +
"Ambulante" Yl .93
- Cook 3 2.80
Daily Agricultural Worker 1 .93 °
Day Care Worker . 2 1.87 -
Domestic 11 10.28
Hairdresser 2 1.87
Ironing Woman . o2 1.98
Retail Employee ' - 3 2.80
Seamstress 7
Secretary - 1 .93
Sewing Teacher . 1 .93
Shoemaker 1 .93
Store Employee 1 .93
Waitress . 1 .93
Washerwoman - 26 24.30
| Sub-Total 63 . 58,88 |
l I
F e m e e e e e e e e e m e -t e e e e e m e e m m e EmmEmt A m e e mh e e mm— - = = = = +
| Reta11 Services '
" ' |
"Ambulante - 1 .93
Brick ‘Vendor 1Y “93
Cardboard Collector 3 2:80 |
Seamstress 3 2.80 |
Store Owner (edlbles) 12 . |
Store Owner (non edibles) i 2 1.87 |
_Vendor. {prepared foods) 20 |
Vendor (non edibles) 2 1.87 |
R e e Tt e T e U +
|  Sub-Total 44 41.12 |
ﬂ' I
e e e e e e e e e e e e e m e e e e e e e e Y e e m e e m e m— - R e +
| TOTAL 107 100.00 |
T e et e e U S +
Source: L Martln, Women And Employment Sample Survey,1984|
! I
F o m e e e e e e e e e mm e e e e r e m R m m e m e m - — e — - +
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| The activities were clasﬁified in these two categories’
as they were believed to begé reflect: the fundaniental
differences which exist betwﬁgn the economic activities of
.the' women in fthis sample. For example, ' the 'activjties
classified in the first category (personal servicesiido not
require a capital inﬁestmént as it is the labour of the
women themselves  which is heinpg sold. In these
circumstances, the women are generally dependent  on the
individual - to whom they sell  their labour. Activitie;
classifiea in the second- category (retail ;}rvice;),
however, .require a mig;mum capital investment;”-As these
women generally .operate their. own small retéil_ bﬁsiness;
tﬁey are autonomous in their economic activities. Perhaps
the most important difference.ﬁetween these two types of
activities, 1is ;hg‘ location where "they are carried out.
. , .

Personal service activities are penerally carried out in
T . N B

areas. other than the-woméﬁ's ﬁpme "barfid", whe;éas retail
service activities are gengrally carried 6u£ within the
women's "barrib"(Table 7). The -link between the nature of
women's economic activities and theif location is such that.
one can, with difficulty,-be'conside;ed without the ether.
As showp 1in Table‘ 6. most (59%) women engage 1in
activities in which they sell their‘labour. The typology
algo reflects the liﬁk bgtween,wdmen'g‘gcqnomié and-dohestic

[ . - . ’ - - . i N
activities. Women working as cooks, domestics, washerwomen,

ironing women, seamstresses and retailers of prepared foods
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TABLE 7 |

L 4 ) " : ) . . l

The Nature And Location Of Women's .Economic Activities |
' : ' |

- - |

Type of Activity LT ‘Lpcation of Activity [
T t

' Frequency ‘i
Exyected e i
. Deviation o
Cell Chi2 |
Percent i
Row Pct |
Col Pect |
________________________________________________________ !
At home In “barrio’ Out "barrio Total |
------------------------------------------------------ I
A N . . [
Personal 9 5 49 63 |
Services 20.6 . " -5.9 36.5 |
-11.6 -0.0 12.5 i

6.5 0.1 4.3 |

8.4 4,67 45.79 58.9 |

14.3 7.94 77.78 |

§ 25.7 50.00 79.03 |
..................................................... }

Retail .26 .5 13 b4 |

Services 14 .4 4.1 ©25.5 b
- ‘ 11.6 0.9 -12.5 [
T 9.4 0.2 6.1 f

24 .2 4.6 12.1 41.1 r

59.1 11.4 .29.5 3

74.3 50.0 21.0 |
______________________________________________________ I
Total 34 9 64 |
31.78 . 8.41 , 59.81 |

- - |

Statistics for 2-way table |

|

Chi-Square 25.315 DF= 2 Probability=0.0001 |
Source:L.Martin, Women and Employment Sample Survey,l984|
l
__________________________________________________________ +
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account for 69% of _the sample. Women thus tend to

concentrate in activities which , generate low incomes and’

-offer little raom for upward moblllty For women with 11ttle

“or no formal educatlon, who must” fulfill a dual role,. the
choice of activities is often .limited to work of this

nature. ’ " ’

Although lack of education undoubtedly. limitsn_one‘s

-

work ‘options, the obligation for women to fulfill the

household's doméestic chores is perhaps the most dec151ve

1)
factor determlnlng the nature of thelr economic activities.

It is these ac¢tivities which limit their physical mobility

in time and in space. Women with greate{ domestic pressures

have less available time for their economic activities as

well -as less time and faeility to displace themselves from

their area of residence to their work place. As a result,
/ '- l .
- women must select domesti¢ related activities with little

1

upward mobility, as these generally entail a certain degree
of flexibility in scheduling and™ child care’ arrangements.
For women in need of income, these poorly remunerated,

domestic related activities are the most accessiblé. .

o !

. -oa

'5.1.1‘ Women's Work Schedules and income

The intensity of women‘s work schedules demonstr tes
that the role th%y fulfl}l is 1ndeed a dual one. The women
surveyed generally (72/) worked between five and seven days

per week. This was applicable in both personal service and

N
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retail service activities. Women in personal Lﬁerxic&
.

activities, however, tended to work less hours per week than

-

~those in retail servyice activities{Table 8).

= TABLE 8 B,

Hours Worked Pei Week

L
"

Type of Activity Hours Worked per week

| I
I I
I I
[ I
I I
I |
| I
! I
i. I
| Co R o - l
| . 9 to 35 36 to 50 . . 51+ o
| I
I |
I [
| |
I |
! |
| [
| t
I |
| I

FREQ. PCT. FREQ. PCT.  FREQ. PCT.’
Personal - 29 49 19 32 11 " 19
. Services i
Retail . 9 28 8 25 15 47
Services : : \
TQTAL 7 .. 3" 42 27 30 26 28 |
' . [

This pén be explained by the fact that many of these women

carried out their economic activities within their homes,
‘ . } .

and could more easily combine their domestic and economic
activities. The(&gfa}-”ﬁﬁ'

.activitieg is, in reality, substantially 1ess.

ber of hours devoted to economic

g

> .
~ .
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. v K
In _many cases, however, thesge women cannot be

considered employed, but rather:underemployed and underpaid.
The need to work é greater number of hours was expfessed on
repeatéd occasions. The washerwoman wished to work for more
families.while the seamstress wished to obtain more piece

work from her employer. At times, women's domestic

responsibilities also limited the extent of.their economic

‘activities. Women who left children at home or whose

children attended school in the mornings, ften felt the:
:obligation to restrict. their eéonomic actijities to the
hornipg hoqrs: Their domestic ac;iviti;s not only determined
the extent \of -their workdays, butlalsc narrowed their choice"

of economic activities.
AS mentioned in Chapter 2, it was exfremely difficult

“

for the women to provide an exact figure for the number of

hours devoted to domestitc activities. It is clear, however,

that there is little recreationa} time for .these women. The

-

. PN
varying degrees of intensity and the flexibility of:

scheduling in both womerd's economitc and domestic activities
- - ' . ~——

‘makes accounting for women's work a difficult task.

Heéﬁuring their labour force participation and perhaps more
importéntly, their level of underemployment, 1is thus
problematic (Beneria, 1982).

' Women's econemic activities, however minimai they may

be, are essential to their families' survival. The income

-

earned by pé;sonal sé{xice and retail service activities do

&' - T

-
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not differ greatly (Table 9). In terms of'idcomé, one cannot

say that one type of activity is superior to ‘the other. The

.activities in- which women enpage- can thus be characterized

by their inability to provide incomes comparable to.:local

minimum wages.'®

| !
| TABLE 9 |
I . ‘ |
| Income Generated By Economic Activities |
i l
f |
I ' l
| Type of Activity Weekly Income . |
T T
| © 0-600S: - 601-1,000S. 1,001+S. |
| FREQ. PCT. ‘FREQ. PCT. FREQ. PCT. I
l ' : : ' |
| Personall 33 _ 53 24 39 5 £ I
| - Services ' .
| |
I . . i
|. Retail"* 25 62.5 8 20 e 17.5 i
| Services .
l I
| TOTAL 58 56.8«? 32 31.4 12 11.8 |
| ]
J Missing “Values=5 : |
I T i +

¢ At the time of study,

1,650 sucres.
s [ 4

the local weékly minimum wage was
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5.2 THE LOCATION OF WOMEN'S ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES,

- -In this analysis of the location of women's economic
activities, the locational aspect will be treated in terms

of locale and distance travelled. The locale of activities

- has been classified in the following way; l)activities which

are carried out at the woman's'hﬁme, 2) activities which are
carried out within the woman's home ”barrio". and 3)
activif@es which are carried out in a "barrio” other than
the woman's home "barrio"(Figure 7). In our discussion,
those women working at home and within their "barrios" are
often réferred 'tol as working within the "barrio“, in
opposition to those working outside the "barrio". .
Altﬁough the literature has indicated a preference on

both women's and men’'s part for women to work near their

residence, the reality of their economic situation force%
’ A

i

them -to obtain work, regardless of its location. Women

wishiqg-to work in proximity of their homes are larpely .

obliged to engage in retail services,. as the 'barrios
populareé“7d6 not penerate much demand for service related
activities._The "barrios", however, -do not have the demand

required to sustain large numbers of small businesses. As a

‘result, women have  few options. Many of them must travel,

often considerable distances, in order to obtain work. In
fact, most women (60%) do not work in proximity of their

homes. Activities which are not carried out in the women's

home ' "barrios" are generally those clzssified as personal

. -4
’ . - .
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services. As demonstrated eérlier, a strong link exists

between the nature of women's economic activities and -their

location.

Because so many women cannot obtain work within their
fbarrioé", they must select activities which ‘allow them to .

?.Havé their'childreJ\accompany them. "Activities classified as

.

‘personal services allow for such child carg arrangements.

Thé . strong relationship which exists. ' between the
location of women's economic activities in terms of locale
‘and the nature of these .activities also applies when the

location  is.. considéred_ in terms' of distance travelled. ™~

L

Distance travelled is measured by the time required to

. Lo : .
~travel from residence to place of work(Table 10). ¢
: . »
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TABLE 10

Distance Travelled And Nat@re Of Economic Activity

|
]
i
|
|
Type 0f Activity Distance Travelled- o
Frequency o
- Expected |
Deviation | ™~
Cell Chi2 I
Percent | - .
Row Pct. |
Col Pct. |
R R I e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e C e m— - + .
0 45m1n  46-80min. Bl+min Total | -
-------------------------------- S R
i L . : Y, F ' ' i
Personal = . 23 ©15 - 23 .61 ; B
‘Services Jg.1 11.3 13.6 - . -}
-13.1 3.7 9.4 |
4.8 1.2 6.5 . }
22.33 . 14 .56 - 22.33 59.22 !
37.70 24.59 37.70 !
37.70 78.95 100.00 !
e )
Retail 3 4 0 42 !
services 24%.9 7.7 9.4 ;
13.1 -3.7 -9.4 ] -
6.9 1.8 9.4 . !
36.89 3.68 0.0 40,78 |
90.48 9.54 0.0 |
62.30 21.05 0.\q1 | .
. | o | -
Total . 61 19 : 23 103 |
’ g 5%.22 . . 1B.45 22.33 100.00 | . ~
. | \'
Statistics For 2-Way Tables |
. : , i
Chi-Square=30.593 br=2 . Probablllty 0.0001- |
gy - v R |
=Missing'Values*4 : ° . [
........................................................... +
* Source:L. Martln WOmen "and Emplovéjﬁt Sample .Survey. 19841
__________-,__,-,-----__;_;____,_____,___-____L--_-_;___;;l
- A}
Jrf\%. " T
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5.3 WOMEN'S SbCIOECONOMIC AND SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC

CHARACTERISTICS AND THE NATURE AND LOCATION OF -
THEIR ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES L_J

Iq order torldentlfy the_p0581ble links which may exist

. 3
between women's sdcioeconomic and sociodemographic

characteristics, and the nature and location- of their
in£ormal economic activities,, the ' following will be

Ca

considered: age, number of children and c¢hild ' care

.arrangements, marital status, income of male counterpart,

4level of education and length of residency "in_Quito. A

.series of .Chi-Square tests were carried out in order,_ to

&

. measure ‘the association between these various

'.

‘and their age (Table 11). T

-

. ) - .
characteristics and the mnature and location of women's

f-\
1nf0rma1 eConomlc aCt1V1tIES

.

. ﬁ . . | | “ o )
5:3.1 A% 'Women R :

~

The resu}/('\ of our sample \do not demonstrate any

partlcular 11nks between the nature of women's activities

2]

The litetature - has indic:fl.ted that young,‘ unmarried women‘,

| ) . -
tend to work - as, domestlcs "puertas . a dentro”,'’, whereas

¥

older women tend to work as petﬁy traders Although. young
- . \
girls do work in ‘large numbers as domestlcé, "puertas a

dentro”, Jyohce they. ma:ry or bear children  these

.opportdnit&eS' are no Jlonger available to them. What the

L4
o

f~? within the h

A

b @ .

commonfy ‘used to refer to domestics living

sehold of their employer. The term "puertas

* a fuera", refkrs to domestics working on a daily basis,
;and living with™their ownwfamlly

Y ' :
17 This term
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I . |
| TABLE 11 |
l I
| Age Of Women In Informal Economic Activities |
I I
| ‘ : |
| Type of Activity, - Age of women |
Pl ' I
| Frequency |
" |7 Expected l
| Deviation [
| Cell Chi2 |
| Percent |
| . Row Pct ' |
| Col Pct 18 to 25 26 to 40 . 41+ TOTAL |
P S et BOGDRG E b .
: |
| Personal 18 35 10 - 63
| Services 17.1 34.1 11.8
//] I ' : 0.9 0.9 . -1.8
N 0.1 0.0 0.3
_’*\\\ | - 16.82 32.71 9.35 58.88
) | : 28.57 55.56 . 15.87
| 62.07 60.34 50.00
| Retail 11 . 23 10 4t
| Services 11.9 23.9 8.2 !
| L ' -0.9 -0.9 1.8 i
] 0.1 0.0 0.4 : |
[ - 10.28 21.50 9.35 41.12 |
o ' 25.00 52.27 .22.73 ]
N N 37.93 39.66 50.00 |
-" . .
| TOTAL 29 ‘T 58 7 20 107
, 1 27.10 54.21 . 1B.69 100.00
- | . .
| o ' Statistics for 2-way table
| i
| Chi-Square:=0.825 DF=2 Probability 0.6621
N :
| SOurce L Martzn,,Women %nd&ﬂgployment Sample Survey 1984|
| :
M i R r--r*i> --------------------------- -4
] »\'
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fesﬁits of rhis study indicate, however, is that many of
"these women éontiﬁue to ‘work in similar activities but
simply change the locale of their residence. There is not a
concentration of younger women in seyvices and older . -women- .
in trade as one @é§ have believed. Many of the women in this
éample_'presgntly 'Qorkihg, in services had also previously
engaged in sgrvice related éctivities., In their Stuﬁies,
Moser(1981) and Da Silv;(l979); have indicared thét‘one of
the advantapes of remﬁne?ated‘domegtic éctivitiesﬂSuch.ﬁs

those of the washerwoman, was that they could be carried out

r

in -the woman's home alongside their own dgﬁestic activities.

. r ]

In the case of Quito. it is clear thdt these activities are

carried out at the emplover's residence and- not at the
’ N . . . ‘
‘woman's home. In . this particular sample, 1t 1is not the

locale of the work 'place, which changes, buti rather tﬁe

locale of the empLO}ee s re51dénce Therefore, for many of.
the wdhen in this sample, 1t is not possible to reconcile
the conflict between their domestlc sphere and public sphere

by bi&nglng -work’ 1nto thelr homes, as suggestled by Da
)

Sllva (1979): - T Y a -

*

In order for women to continue working in services,
L . , . 'f,". . .

‘they must travel considerable distances. For ‘many of these

. i " . : ’/.
_women, wlthout 'any particular skills, activities of t?ig
nature are among the few pptlons avallable to tha& Age does

not appear ro be a slgnlflcant factor 1nf1uenc1ng the nature"

and 1ocat10n of women's activities.

4



5.3.2  Number of Chtildren .

‘sample), 65% had three or more children:

service activities are_ generally carried out in a_"bfrrio"

- 81
It has been Endicated that woﬁen“moét often.bear the
responsibility for their children's sccial 'and physical
upbringing. The ’nuﬁber| of children for which they are’
ré5ponsib1e will 1af8§ly-‘determine' the extent /of their ¢
domestic activities. The results of this'study gemonstate a ‘
link bétween the numbe} of children per woman and thé natu?e
and locatiorn of her activities (Tables 12 and 13).
Most Awomen (69.5%): with one or two children engage in'
personal service activities, whereas SQZ‘of the women with
three to'five childrén engage in retail service éctivities.‘-
The same type of pattern appi;eé when we consider the
humbéf‘of children in relatioﬁ'to theiloéation of.womén's
activities. Women with one or.two children generaliy(G?ﬁ)
work out of their hqmé‘"barrio"; wheféas_w?men Qith thfgé;to
fiée'bhildren (52%) tend to w;¥k within fheif "barrio; of

residence. Of the women working within their "barrio”(40%of

‘When studying these results, it is clear that women

with one or two children have a strong tendency to work out

-

of their "barrios” in personal services., As personal

other than that. of the woman's,héma, it is more 1ikeiy for
‘ : ' ' ‘ . qar
these women,K to ‘engage in these activities as they ‘have

Breater fleiibilfty and. physical mobility than women with

three to five children. For women :working in personal

- ' ‘ . % . L : ) [



TABLE 127

Number Of Children And. Nature Of Economic Activity

"“-3.’ 1

Type of Activity . Numgéi\of Children
: ) . -

L

I

I

I

|

I

I

t

i Frequency
) Expected
{ - Deviation
| Cell Chi2
] Percent

| Row Pct.
I
I
|
!
!
|
I
I
|
|

I

I
I

I

I

I

|
]
!
|
|

-

Col Pct. ; B

________________________________________________________

Personal
Services.

- m e m e o e el e e e m e e e M e e e e S e e e e e e e = m ot o ow T Em omm om momomomeomeomom oA om e — = —

Retail .
Services -

_________________________________________________________

}
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I : TABLE 13 e !
) | . ., .o i .. . ' [
|* Number Of Children And Location Of.Ecog:;:: Activity |
| T - ' I
| : _ - I
| Number of Children . Locatioen |
| - Frequency N ) , . oo |
| Expected ’ . c |
| Deviation ' i
]* Cell Chi2 f
| Percent ' |
| Row Pct I
| Col Pct. |
i A e TR l
N In "Barrio" Out "bagrrio Total |
el et L b e iedele et |
! 1 to 2 15 v 46 i
| 18.5 27.5 |
| : -3.5 3.5 [
I 0.7 I 0.4 b
| 14.02 28.97 42.99 i
| 32.61 67.39 |
| 34.88 48 .44 !
R R R E T e e !
1 3 to 5§ »r 26 24 ! I
| P 20.1 29.9, |
I - 5.9 “-5.9 - !
1 1.7 1.2 ‘ 1
| 24 .30 - 22.43 46.73 [
| 52.00 48.00 |
| 60.47 37.50 ’ v
| mmmmemeeeeea e e A LT Tmmmme-- |
| -~ 6+ 2 9 : 11 ;
i ' : 4.4, 6.6 |
| -2.4 2.4 ' - l
! 1.3 6.9 ¥ |
[ 1.87 - 8.41 - 10.28 |
! 18.18 81.82° !
| 4.65 14.06 i
e T T Sl |
| Total 43 S 64 .~ 107 N
t . h0.19 ~ 59.81 ‘ W}DO4U |
| Lo St;tistics For 2-Way Table ' A
! i - . - - l
f Chi-Square*G 718‘. DE¢2 _ ‘o Pfgbabxllty 0. 0447 |
. A DI .
| Source:L.Martin’, Women and Employment Sample Survey 198&:
I ' l
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sggs;Fblactivities, it is usuallyhnecessary‘go &ékefchild
~care arrangements. This 1is eéEief for women with one‘or two
children in‘comparisoﬁ,té}women with three to fi§e chiidren. ,
Child care arrangements will be discussea in further,détéii
in the foliowing subsectioni For women withq:hree td-five‘
children, the relaticnships are hob as evident. Although”"l
woﬁen_with three to five children tend to engdée ;ﬁ rqtail
service actiyities witﬁin.;heir_"barrios". th links between
number of é'ildren and th¢ nature and location of their "
ééon;mic activities-a;e not strong aé those demonstrated
by the women with ne or twp children. As indicated earlier,

most women would prefer to work in proximity of their homes.
¥ .

Their houséhélds"economic.situatfan cbliges them,however,

to seek work, ;eggrdless of.iﬁs locafion. Many of the womeﬁ
withltﬁree to fiye chi;dreﬁjmust thé&efor; élsbldisplace
themselves considerable distaﬁces to ‘travel to gheir plﬁce
of work.. T~ . S
| Although ?elativel& few women(lO%) in this sample haQe
' six childien or more at home, the ma‘ority(73%)'of thcse. S
/ women engage 1in personal service ac ivitiesu'.This could .
“ , , s . .

perhaps be explained byv the fact  that th se women no lonper

WOTTY about ‘child care as their clder children c%n'takg qarcgf

"of the younger .ones. Hoyseholds with greater numbers of\
1 ' ’

‘children also fend’ to be poorer

and are thus less.:likely to | -7~
] LZY ) » ‘ a & -‘ 1
engzge in small business activities, - R
! : N
' " .
. ( s

- ) q. AN
S o

s



5.3.3 Child Care Arrangements

For women who must fulfill a dual role, child care

~arrangements are a constant preoé¢cupation. Although one

-often hears of children being locked up in their Ezgfs. this

e

phenomenon is not so widespread. Women, however poo% they .
may bé, are most _concerned iwith the well-being of their

childrén. For most women, their children‘s education was,
définitely a priprity.-Without cheoice, certain womeﬁ must,

nevertheless., leave their child;en behind, and‘at times, 'if

very young, lock them up. Needless to say, this is an

extremely heavf burdZn on their cénscienée.

As the results of eh}s sample demonstrate, there 1is a
strong link between the nature and location of women's
économié activities, anJ the: child care arrangements they
must make(Tables 14 and 15).

When studying child care arrangements, it is the care
given to the youngest child which is taken into account. It
is clear th;t women participating in home based, retail
servicéfyggkivities, tend to keep their children atu home.
Women working out of their home "barrios" must, hoﬁéQer.
resort to different . child care‘arrangements. As shown in
Table 15, 35.5% of the women have their child accompan;
them, 30% leave them at home, while 237 place them in a day

care centre.’

At the time .of study, only residents of Chlllbulo had

access to day care. A total of elxven women engaged 1in

-
-

( ' ‘
—




TABLE ‘14 - L . -~
. Child Care And Nature Of Economic Activity
Type Of.ﬁctivity Child Care Arrangements
: 1
Frequency
Expécted
Deviation
Cell Chi2
Percent
Row Pct..
Col Pct.
School/ Home Neighbours/ With Total
Day Care Relatives Mother
Personal 15 - 20 6 16 547
Services 11.1 28.5 4.1 13.4
: 3.9 -8.5 . 1.9 2.6
1.4 2.5 0.9 0.5
15.31 120.41 ,6.12 16.33 58.16
26.32 35.09 10.53 28.07
78.95 40.82 85.71 69.57
Retail 29 1 7 41
Services 20.5 2.9 9.6
B.5 -1.9 -2.6
3.5 1.3 0.7
29.59 1.02° 7.14 41 .84
70.73 2.44 17.07
59.18 14.29 " 30.43
Total 19 49 - 7 23 98
: 19.39 | 50.00 7.14 23.47 100.00
- Statistics For 2-Way Table
Chi-Squre=12.845 - DF=3 Probability=0.0050

Non Applicable values=9

l
l
I
l
|
|
l
I
!
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TABLE 15 '

\ -

Child Care And Location of Economic Activity

Statistics For 2-Way Tables

Chi-Square=22.614  DF=3 Probability=0.0001

Location : Child Care Arrangements
Frequency g
Expected
Deviation
Cell Chi2 .
Percent . : .
Row Pct. o
Col Pct.
________________________________________________________ |
School/ Home Neighbours/  With: Total |
Day Care ‘Relatives Mother
________________________________________________________ !
In 'Barrio’ 6 32 2 2 42
' 8.1 21.0 3.0 9.9
-2.1 11.0 -1.0 -7.9
0.6 5.8 0.3 6.3
6.12 32.65 2.04 -~ 2.04 42 .86
14.29 76.19" 4.76 4.76
31.58 65.31 28.57 8.70
------------- R
Out 'Barrio’'1l3 17 5 21 , 56 !
. 10.9 28.0 4.0 13.1 i
2.1 -11.0 1.0, ° 7.9 |
0.4 4.3 0.3 4.7 |
13.27 17.35 5.10 1.43 57.14
23.21 30.36 .93 37.50 <
68.42 . 34,69 71.43 91.30 |
__________________________________________________ -.—.---11
“"Total: 19 49 7 23 " 98 |
19.39 50.00 . 7.14 . 23.47 100.0 |
. !
I
|
l
|
I




88.

- -

informal activities made use of these services. All worked
in personal service.activitiesi The average age of théif
youngesf child in 'da§ care was 1.5. Of ‘these women,
_seven(éﬁ%) §arned: between. 600 fzﬁ&' 1,000 sucres per week,
wﬁ;le two earned less than 660 and two earned more than
l,OOO._Maﬁy‘engﬁged in activitiés which deménded extended
schedules, (four were domestics, four were ‘seamstresses).
Most worked (82%)~bétween 36 to 50 hours per week. As these
women's activities required a minimum work day of seven
hours, 1it Qas difficult for tﬁenl to have their children
accompany them in these circumstances. Without doubt, women

ry

witQ access to da& care, have greater flexibilitj in the
scheduling of their economic aEtivities. Many who had to
briﬂg their children teo wox&ﬁﬁi}mited their eccnomic
activities to the mbrning hours.

. So far, we have considered the child care arrangements
of women who'worked both'in.and out of their "barrios"” of
‘residence, as well as women who had access to day care. 4
closer examination of the women, with a chila of thHree years
or less.ahot-working within their "barrios" of residence,
and without acess to day care, is hoﬁever, of greater
interest. It i§ these women who encounter the greatest
difficulties when combining domestic and econcmic
activities(Table 16).

Fifty five percent of the women with young children,

who had to travel to their work place, had their child or

2
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Child Care For Women Without Access To Day Care And

TABLE 16

Working Out 'Barrio’

I I
! N
| |
| I
| |
i I
. . |

| Type Of Activity Child Care Arrangements |
: I
. _ |

| At Home With Neighbours With Mother |
| Freqg. Pct. Freq. Pct. Freq. Pct. !
“] ’ C - |
| ~ Personal 7 26 5 - 18 15 56 |
| * Services |
i |
_ !

] -Retail 3 50 0 0 3 50 i
| Services |
| |
| Total 10 30 5 15 18 55 |

Hmmm—————— —

S S T T T P +

| Soutrce:L.Martin, Women and Employment Sample Survey, 1384

children accompany'them. Most of these women (84%) engaged

in personal service activit}gs. The women in this sample who

had theif-children accompany them, worked as the following:

washerwomen, ”ambulantes",@ﬁomestics,-cargboard collectors,
retailers of cooked fodd$% and cooks. Although - these
activities may have allowed women to bring their children to

work, it
presented

‘demanding

is important to stress the difficulties this
for the mothers. While engaging in physically

work, the women also had to care for, their

v

children. Many thus worked long hours with a child on their

back. This was not only a problem for the mothers, but also

for the children who were often in unsanitary conditions.
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For -women engaging in ECOn0m1C act1v1t1es, ﬁnotably."'

- = ' Y

those in personal services, child .care ar:angements were
definl;ely a problem. Women workiﬁg iﬁf'areas other than
their "barrios" must often select their economi, 'gctivities
lin function of chila care arrangeﬁeﬁésu Those ho cannot
leave their children:behind must engage in activities where:
it is possible to have their children’accdmpany them.‘For
this reason, many of the women working as;wa§ﬁerw6%én3had
‘selectéq the activity for its flexibility in'terms of chilq
care arrangements. The following | qQotations_ of « two
washerwomen demonstrate the 1links between the nature of"
women's economic activities and child care arrangements:
"En empresa, no aceptan mUJer con guagua ;on ella,

entonces emplezo a lavar.

"Asi puede trabajar solo de manana y atender a
nlnos por tarde.

The fact that women must care for their children undoubtedly
influenqes the nature and iocation of their economic
activities. Although many Wwomen would prefer to work in
proximity of their homes, this option is not always

available to them.

5.3.4 Marital Status

As indicated in the previous chapter, there aré no
significant differences between female managed households
‘ 4

and jointly managed households and the number of children

per household. There is, however, a link between the nature

L]
&
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of women's economic activities and , their marital

Y

status(Table 17).

| "It is clear that most female managed households engage
in personal service activities. As these households are
often the poorest of the poor, it is extremely difficult for
them to accumulate the requiéed capita; to invest in a small
business.. These households can also not permit themselves
the financigl risks 1nvolvgd in retdil actiQities. Women
heads of h usehoids' are thus mofe' likely to engage in
service related activities, where there are no capital
inveétments involved and  where the income is, to sSome
extent, more stable. "The predominance of these women 1in
persénal service éétivitie;, explains the link between the
location of their activities and their marital ;tatus.:Thus,
85% of the women'that are'heads of households work in a
"barrio"” other than their home "barrio". .

' Althouéh female manaéed households have legs findncial
resources than jointly managed households, the .income
generated by women heads of households is greater than that
generated by women living with male counterparts(Taﬁle 18).
The economic needs of thégé-houséhclds. undoubtedly force
the women to earn slightly higher wages in order to assuyre
the survival of their children. Even sé, thesé families
barely survive. For exémple, 547 of the households muﬁt meet

their basic needs with a weekly income of. nine to fourteen

Canadian dollars. This link between women's marital status
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* TABLE Li[
Nature Of Economic Activity And Househ:?d Status
Type Of Acgiﬁ}ty Househola Status s
Frequency - |
Expected
Deviation
Cell Chi2
Percent
Row Pct
Col Pct
Jointly Managed Female Managed Total |
Personal 43 20" - 63 |
Services 47.1 - 21578 i
: -4.1 AT !
0.4 ~1.1 |
40.19 18.69 58.88 "
68.25 31.75 |
53.75 74.07 |
___________________________________ !I..n..-_--..-_-..-__..___- |l
Retail 37 . 7 44 l
Services. 32.9 11.1 {
4.1 -4.1 i
0.5 1.5 1
34 .58 6.54 41.12
84.09 15.91 |
46.25 25.93. |
_________________________________________________________ l
|
Total 80 27 107 |
74 .77 25.23 10000 [
. l
Statistics for 2-Way Tables |
- “ |
Chi-Square=3.444 DF=1 Probability=0.0635 |
e R I e e e S +
| Source:L.Martin, Women and Employment Sample Survey,1984|
I : |
T gy L o e e e mhm oo — - +
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- TABLE 18 o
| _ - |
| “"Women's Income And Household Status |
I | ' |
I o l
| Income Household Status
1 1
| Frequency |
| Expected | .
| Deviation v |
] Cell Chi2 |
| Percent I
f  Row Pct |

| Col Pet i
| TSt LR L L EEE L LE RS |
| Jointly Managed Female Manaped Total [
| mmmmmesmoissenoooos R e L e R e R LS !
| 0-6005 49 9 58 ]
| 44 .4 13.6 I
| 4.6 -4.6 |
| 0.5 1.6 l
| 48 .04 8§.82 |
t 84 .48 15.52 |
[ 62.82 35.50¢ |
IR G L EEEEET R LD g Rt R |
{ 601-1,000S8. 19 13 3 ]
| 24.5 7.5 “ |
I '5.5 5-5 - a I
[ 1.2 4.0 |
] 18.63 12.75. !
| 59 .38 ; 40.63 |
| 24,36 . 54,17 31.37 |

1,001+S. 10 2 ) " 12 |
9.2 2.8 . . |

0.8 -0.8 = I

0.1 | 0.2 !

9.80 1.96 11.76 |

83.33 16.67 I

12.2 8.33 -
e |
| Total 78 : 24 102 |
[ 76.47 23.53 100.00 |
! : , : R
| Statistics For 2-Way Tables |
I ' ’ |
|. Chi-Square=7.581 DF=2 Probability=0.0226 |
| Missing Variables=5 |

e e e - A, . —————————- e e e +
| Source:L.Martin, Women and Employment Survey,1984 |
| ' |
+
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and their income

does not indicate that women heading
- )househplds have greatgr’finanq;al resourcés,‘but rather that

——

thesg women.
article pertaining ‘.utb single-parent: families ©oin
Mexico(Chant. 1985)' argﬁeé that female managed. houseﬁoids
-*cén have a better overall economié situation than jointly
ma%aged households, as:the forﬁer'ma;'have feﬁer budgeting
problems,phan the latter, which generally.depend on unstable
male contributions.. The author, 'howevef\; indicates thét
most of the hou;éholds sampled were owneé\ occupants and
fﬁe;efqre'haa fewar~econ§hic pressures. Tbe grgument,thus,

-

remains debatable.

.

5.3.5 . Income of Male Counterpart

.

-

As mentioned above, females heading households with few
capital ,resources tend ‘to engége in personal service
Iactivitiés.. When "one chsiders the. income of the. male
counterpart in jointly mgﬁhged’households,.one can also’ség
a link between aﬁailablé capital and the type of activities

Jhomen engage in(Table 19).

There are less women "than expected 1in 7retail:  service

-
activities, with male counterparts earning 601 to. 1,000

Sucres weekl¥y, whereas there are more women than expected in

retail service acitivities with male counterparts earning

more than 1,500 Sucres weekly. The contrary holds true for

women engaged in personal service activities. This may be

. T 94

have much greater financial needs. A recent

7.
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TABLE 19 < - |
. o * l
Natpre Of Economic Ac yrvlpy And Male Counterpart s ]
Income |
|
|
Type Of Activity Income 0f Male Counterpart |
.o ‘ - |
Frequency : ' - |
Expected '“f” |
Deviation |
Cell Chi2 |
Percent 7 - i
Row Pct. _ /- |
_Col Pct. |

|
Personal 2 19 13 34 |
Services 5.0 12.8 16.2 |
-3.0 6.2 -3.2 !
1.8 - 3.0 0.6 |
3.28 31.15 21.31 55.74 |
5.88 55.88 38.24 i
4 - 22.22 82.61 44,83 |
__________________ a.__-.-__.._.._________._.._--..__---_-_--_,.-l
Retail 7 4 16 27
Services - 4.0 10.2 12.8
3.0 -6.2 3.2
2.3 3-8 0.8
11.48 6.56 26.23 44 .26
25.93 14.81 59.26
77.78 17.39 55.17
________________________________________________________ !
Total 9 23 29 61 |
14.75 37.70 — 47..54 100.0 |
Statistics For 2-Way Table ")
, : |
Chi-Square=12.,228 DF=2 Frobability=0.0022 |
. * |
|

Missing Values=10
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" explained by .the fact that women engaging in retail services

‘need greater financial.support. This support is required for

the initial capital investment involved in starting a small

~business. As the income generated by small business

acgivitiesnlends to.bg irrégular, it is neéessary for the
household to rely. on ;othér sources of income. Acti;ities
classifieé as retail services also tend to involvd certain
financial risks. Petty trading is known to be one of the
most competitive informal activities. Women whose male
counterparts earn greater incomes can thus more easily take
these risks. Although retail service activities do not
I~_‘
necessarily involve greater incomes, they are perceived as
being more "prestigioﬁs" than pefsdnal service activities as

they allow the women to engage in remunerative work while

remaining at home.

5.3.6 Level of Education
In this sample, there are no apparent links between

women's educational level and the nature of their informal
. Pl

economic activities(Table 20). This 1is, cwever, to be
axpécéed, as the majority of women's informal economic
activities are related to. their domestic actlivities and thus
do not require formai education. In the typology‘ of
activities obtained in this sample, the work of - the
seamstress is perhaps wﬁaf requires the highest level of

specialization. Although this specialization is not



ten seamstresses had completed a minimum of »six years of

‘e . -
- .

! . !
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(3

necessarily obtained within the formal educational sys;gm"
: . -

it is interesting to note, nevertheless, that nine of the’

1

formal education. *, _ - ) ) -

-

Further formal education is, however, not what these!

women require. As indicated earlier, courses which could

teach them practical skills would be of much greater valuhf

. L

. . -
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" TABLE 20 I
I
Nature Of Economic Activity And Educational Level |
|
{f“ |
Type "of Activity Years Of Eéfmal Education |
' . |
Frequency o ’ ’ i
Expected |
Deviation . i
Cell Chi2 i
FPercent ‘ | .
Row Pct. - ‘ o |
Col Pct. N |
_______________________________________________ ‘_-___-___|
1-3 L-6 7+ Total ]
________________________________________________________ I
) . o i
Personal 24 28 11 63 |
. Services 241 27.1 “11.8 |
- -0.1 0.9 -0.8 |
0.0 0.0 0.1 R |
22.43 26,17 10.28 58.88 |
38.10 44 .44 17 .46 |
58.54 60.87 55.00 !
: . !
Retail : 17 18 9 44 |
Services 16.9 18.9 . 8.2 |
0.1 -0.9 0.8 |
0.0 6.0 0.1 |
bt 15.89 16,82 §.41 41.12 |
38.64 40.91 20.45 ]
41.46 39.13 45.00 |-
_______________________________ P
Total 41 46 20 107 |
38.32 . 42.99 18.69 10GQ0 |
¥ ) I
# Statistics For 2-Way Tables |
. I
Chi-Square=0.202 DF=2 Probabiiitv=0.9041 |
__________________________________________________________ +

s
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5.3.7 Length of Residency

It has been observed in the informal sector literature.
that a positive carfi};tion exists between the success of an
individual's informal activities and the number of years
he/she has lived in a partiﬁular urban area. A chi-squaré
test measuring thé associati;n betﬁeen the.naturé,of'womén's
economic¢ activities and‘the number of years they had 1i£gd
in Quito'.indiCéfgd that in this particular sample this
réiatidnsh%ﬁﬁdia'nof exist(Table 21). .
As previbg$f§qstdtéd, most of the women(75%) could ﬂpt be

o .

considered migrants and thus the informal sector can not .be

z,
M 1

characterized by ;Apredominant migrant labouf-férce. That
there 'is nﬁt apparent lipk between the nature of women's
economic activities and léngth of résidency is, however., of
no great surpfisa. If one were to scale the activitieé which
are classified as "infbrmal", one would quickly see that the
majority of womgn's infgtgal aftivities would“be at the
lower end of this scale. As their activities carry a lowerx
status énd fewer possibilirties ﬁon upward mbbiiity, it 1is
difficult for women, eéén with time, to move on to more

profitable activities.

“’ h l : -



Missing Values=1

__________________________________________________________ +
TABLE 21
Nature Of Economic Activity And Length Of Residency
Type Of Activity + Years Of Resi&ency
Frequency {
Expected
Deviation
Cell Chi2
Percent
Row Pct
Col Pct
-1 1 to 2 3 toe 5 5+ Total |
. . i
Personal 4 6 . 6 47 63 |
Services 3.6 5.3 6.5 47.5 |
0.4 0.7 -0.5 -0.5 |
0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 |
3.77° 5.66  5.66 44 .34 59 .43 |
6.35 .52 9.52 74.60 |
66.67  66.67 54.55 58.75 {
__________________________________________________________ +
, |
Retail 2 3 5 . 33 43 |
Services 24 3.7 4.5 32.5 [
-0.4 -0.7 0.5 0.5 ]
0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 - |
1.89 2.83 2.83 31.13  40.57 |
4.65 6.98 6.98 76.74 |
33.33 33.33 33.33 41.25 !
.................... L S
l
Total 6 9 11 80 106 |
5.66 8.49 10.38 75.47 100.0 |
i I
Statistics For 2-Wdy Tables |
' I
" Chi-Square=0.450 DF=3 Probability=0.9297 |
|
I
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5.4 LINKS BETWEEN THE LOCATION OF WOMEN'S "BARRIOS" OF

RESIDENCE AND THE NATURE AND LOCATION OF THEIR
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

FY
.

The objective of this section is to determine if the

location' of women's area of residence influences the nature

<

and location of their informal economic activities. In’
order to identify the links which may exist, the nature of

women's activities., as well as their location. in terms of

both locale and distance travelled, wil@ be considered in

P

function of women's area of residence. If one examines the

relationship between the ‘two studied "barrios” and the
nature of women’s activities as classified into _personal
services and retail serviﬁesV}Tgble 22), it is clear that
the location of the "barrio” does not influence thé_nature

t
of women's economic activities.

A more detailed c¢lassifcatfon of retail 'services,
however. demonstrates that the products being sold differ in
the two barrios. A classification which sub-divides women”s

retail services into activities in which they sell pgoods

~

whith they themselves have made or prepared, and activities
in which they sell goods which have been purchased, often in
bulk or wholesale., thus identifies a link bétween the nature
of women's informal-economic-activities and‘their "barrio”

of rqﬁﬂfence(Table 23).

The differences between women's economic act1v1t1es in these

two "barrios" thus lie in the retail .of prepared products,

that is activities in which, women sell home made goods,
_ i o,
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. TABLE 22 |

- - . |

Nature Of Economic Activity And Barrioc 0f Residence |

' ' [

' [

Type Of Activity - "Barrio™ f
: [

Frequency |, |
Expected N
Deviation I
Cell chi2 ;
Percent . _ |
Row Pct. . ‘ I
Col Pct. |
________________________________________________________ |
Chilibulo La Lucha Total |-

--------- :"""""‘*-------------------*""'---"x'-‘I
Personal Services 27 36 . 63 |
26.5 ' 36.5 - |

0.5 -0.5 l

0.0 0.0 |

25.23 33.64 58.88 |

42 .86 57.14 {

60.00 58.06 !

Retail Services 18 . 26 44 |
18.5 e 25.5 |
-0.5 - 0.5 |

0.0 ‘0.0 |

16.82 24,30 41.12 |

40.91 59.09 [

40.00 41.94 i
________________________________________________________ :
Total . 45 ' 62 . 107 ]
. 42 .06 57.94 . 100.00 |

|

Statistics For 2-Way Table |

- ) ' ’ . y I
Chi-Square=0.040 DF=1 Probability=0.8408 |
______ U
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TABLE 23 |
. - . o ‘
Nature Of Economic Activity And Barrio Of Residence |
' |
. ‘ ' . ' I
Type Of Activity _ . "Barrio™- |
: _ |
Frequency |
@xpectedf |
Deviation |
Cell Chi2 [
Percent “ |
Row Pct. |
Col Pct. |
e |
Chilibulo La Lucha Total i
ettt IR LRttt il |
Personal Services 27 35 62 |
26.1 35.9 |

0.9 -0.9 .
0.0 _ 0.0 g
25.23 o, 32.71 57.94 i
43.55 56.45 o |
60.00 56.45 |
________________________________________________________ |
sale Of | 3 16 19 |
Prepared Products 8.0 11.0 |
-5.0 5.0 l
3.1 2.3 |
- 2.80 14.85 17.76 |
15.79 84.21 f
6.67 "25.81 !
‘Sale Of 15 B D 26 |
Purchased Products 10.9 '15.1 » |
. 4.1 - -4.1 |
1.5 1.1 |
14.02 10.28 24 .30 |
57.69 42.31 |
33.33- 17.74 |
Total 45 62 107 |
42.06 57.94 100.00 |
1'. . |
Statistics For 2-Way Table |
. 1
Chi-Square=8.045 - DF=2 Probability=0.017% I
_________________________________________________________ +

Source:L.Martin, Women And Employment Sample survey, 1984

|
‘____.___.._---_-_-,__.___________-__---..._..__________.' ------- +
- ! ;. ) ‘ ' Y * .
* Y
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. “parrio”, there is a considerable demand for -warm prepared

- 104
generally cooked food. A conéiderably greéter number of
women in the second "barrio"”, Lucha De Los Pobres, relied on
activities of tﬂis nature as a means of livelihood. 'The

{ -
p:ZiiE?nce of activities of this nature in this particular

T

“saTTrio” can be expléined by its 1lecation and lack: o
infrastructure. As transportation from the city centre to
Lucha is rather difficult in the early evening and extreme\ly
difficult after nine pP.-m.. most people canﬁot take the tim
to eat before returning to the "barrio". Many of.the women
aﬁd children in this "barrio" do not eat a warm meal on a
daily basis. It is rherefore generally the men who serve as

the clintele for the women providing these goods.'®

In view

of the transportation problems, due to the location of the

food. A

Another factor which may explain the preater demand for . (
these services in this "barrio” is its lack of
infrastructure, hémely electricity and running water. As
m;hy Ef these households-canndt afford sméll propane stoves,
wood is often the only availéble'resource to prepére warm

meals. For these reasons, it was more difficult for

individual households to prepare warm meals on a .regular

S

basis. The location of La Lucha, as well as its lack of
e

infrastrucut® and make shift conditions, can thus’ explain

1" As previously mentioned, men generally have total control,
of their earnings, whereas women's income is most often--
shared between their children and themselves,.
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in part the demand for prepdred meals.
In terms of women engaging in personal services and.
retail.of |purchased products, there aré no major differences

between the "barrios". The sample also demonsf{

regardless of the location of one's home, women gage in
significant numbers in activities related to pexsonal

services (60% of the wdmen in Chilibulo and 56.5% o

the
women in La Lucha).’,
In this analysis of the location of women's economic

‘acfivities in function of the 1oéation of their area of
residence, the localgg (In "Barrio" wvs Ouf "Barrid") .of
women's economic activiéies as well as the distance
(measured-;h time) required to travel to these activities
will be considered. As demonstrated in Table 24, there_are
no majo; variations in the locale of ‘women's eFondmic
activities between the two barrios. In general, the women
in this study tend ‘to work in areas otﬁef than'their areas
of residence (60% in Chilibulo and 56.5% in La Lucha)./The
number of women working \withiﬁ their 'barrioe"” 1is éhus
similar {TQO%' in Chi}ibulo ‘and 43.5%:'in_ La Lucha). ‘The

.location of La Lucha, its distance from the city centre and
higher income areas make it ﬁore difficult and expensive for
the women of this "barrio", especially those accompanied by
their children, to travel to their place of work.

In terms of distance, it is clear thaf women working
out of theif "barrios”, living in La Luahé, generaliy travel

longer distances than women living in Chilibulo(Table 25).

ot



) 106
¥
e e e e e e e A e m e mmmmmmmme e mmmmmmmmemm e mmaam—— +
TABLE 24 ’
Location Of Economic Activity And Barrio Of Residence
"Barrio” Location Of Work Place
Frequency
Expected
Deviation
_Cell Chi2
Percent .
Row Pct. : Y
Col Pct.” _
In "Barrio" Out "Bargig" Total
Chilibulo . 18 27 ’ 45 1
18.9 26.1 |-
-0.9 0.9 |
0.0 0.0 I
16.82 25.23 42.06 |
“ 40.00 60.00 =
40.00 43;55 |
--------------------------------------------------------- [
e
La Lucha - 27 35 62 |
26.1 35.9 |
R 0.9 - -0.9 !
0.0 0.0 i
25.23 32.71 57.94 |
3.55 56.45 1
60.00 * 56.45 |-
________________________________________________________ |
!
Total 45 62 . : 107 |
42 .06 ) 57.94 100.00 |
' |
Statistics For 2-Way Tables |
‘ . : |
Chi-Square=0.135 DF=1 .Probability=0.7136 |
Source:L.Martin, Women And Employment Sample Survey, 1954
__________________________________________________________ +
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TABLE 25 I

l

Distance Travelled And Barrio Of Residence |

|

"Barrio” : Distance Travelled S |
' |

Freguency N
Expected |
Deviatdiomn |
Cell ChiZ2 |
Percen : |
Row Pct. B |
.Col Pct. , |
B e i R el |
0-45 min 46-80 min 8l- min Total |
--------------------------------------------------------- I
Chilibulo 12 B 6 26 i
8.1 B.1 9.8 !

3 : -0.1 -3.8 [

1.\%‘"‘“ 0.01 1.5 l

19.67 13.11 9.84 42.62 I

46.15 306.77 23.08 ' |

63.16 42.11 26.09 e |

!

lL.a Lucha 7 11 17 35 |
10.¢ 10.9 13.2 f

-3.9 0.1 - 3.8 |

1.4 0.0 1.1 |

11.48 18.03 27 .87 57.38 |

20.00 31.43 . 48.57 |

36° 84 57.89 73.91 |

- |
Total 19 19 .23 61 |
31.15 31.15 +37.70 100.00 [

. ! l

Statistics For 2-Way Tables |

. . . |

Chi-Square=5.850 . DF=2 Probability=0.0537 |
R ) ' . l

Missing Values=1 [
I
___________________________________________________________ -+
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For example, 49% of thqfwomen from La Lucha must travel over

\
.

eighty minutes to reach their place of work whereas oniy 23%
of the women from Chilibulo must travel such a length of

time. I comparison, 46% of the, women from Chilibuloc are

——

within forty-five minutes of their place of work while only
20% of the women from Lé Lucha are in such proximity. As La
Lucﬁa is located further away from the city centre and the
middle and upper class neighboﬁrhbods:than Chilibulo, the:
location ' of women's economic ;ctivities living 4in this
"barrio" also’ tend to be further away frométheiy'area'of
residence. Women living in La Lucha mus; not only t?avel
longer distances and spend more time travellirng from their
area of residence to their place.of work, they must also
spend: "a considerably. greater ' amount of money on
transportation. Women travelling from La Lucha pgenerally
ISpent Iwenty-two Sucres to travel to.and from their place of
work. while women from Chiligulo spent either six or téelvé-
Sucres. The women -from La Lucha were theréfdre‘obl?ged to
spend twice as' much as the womeﬂ from Chilibulo. As most:
* women working in service related activities rarely earned

more than 100 sucres daily, those from La Lucha had to spend

25% of their total income on transportation.

[ S
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5.4.1 Conclusion B

. ' Y. ) .
This chapter has thus examined in a%«first part the

links between women's socioceconomic and sociodemographic

characteristics, and the naturer and location of their.

' ,
informal activities, and in a second part, the Linhi between
women‘slarea of residence and the nature and location of
their informal _ acfivities.' WOmen's domestic
responsibilities and the financial situatioﬁ of theif'
households have geen identified as the principal factors
influencing Fhe naﬁure and location Of- women's informal
economic activitiesoin the informal Sector.\As mentionéd’in
the early section of this chapter, it is”ofFén difficult to
consider nature .and location seﬁerate%y as they are both so

.

closely associéted to ‘one another. Women's domestic
activities, however, appear to have a stronger influence oﬁ
the lo;ation of women's informal economic activities,
Qhereas the financial sifuation of the household appears to
have‘a greafer fnflﬁence on the nature of fhé activity.

As it was difficult for the women to provide exact
figures as to th2.number of hours devoted to’ their domestic
chores, the‘extent of their doméstic éﬁtivities was measured
in terms of their number of children. The rgsultsuof this
study  have iﬂdicated a link between.number of children and
the nature and location’ of women's informal economic

.activities. Of ‘the women working within their "barrios" of

residence, 65% had three or more children, while only 35%

-
-
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had one or two children. In fact, most(67%) of the women
with one or two .children worked out of their "barrios”,

generally in personal service:ﬁbtiv;ties. Women with gtreater

domestic pressures are lgss flexible, in time and in space,
- T

. - e v ELE

and thus tend to engage in home based activities. It is
important to note, however, .that this option is not open to

all women. In this sample, 60% of the women worked in a

"barrio" .oth ir home "barrio”. For these women,

'child care ar gements are of utmost importance. It was
shown. that wémen with access to day care generally worked
extended hours in service related activities. Day care is
limited and can unfortunately accomodate but a small nuﬁber
of childrén. Most of the women not working within their
"barrios" must therefore eﬁgage.in economic activities which

allow them to be accompaﬁied‘by their children.

The éeéhlts of this study also demonstrate that the
natyre ‘of women's economic activities can be .influenced by
their household's financial situation. It was observed that
female managed hougeholdQ, women with six children or more
qnd.womén whose male counterparts earﬁed limited incomes,
tended to engage in personai service activities. Women whose
male counterparts earned highef incomés, however, tended to
engage in retail service activities. Women with fewer
capital resources can with greater difficulties engage in
economic activities. involving risk. For these womeh, it is .
also more difficult to obtain the required initial cépital

investment, however small it may be.
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Cﬁaracterisitics such as women's age, fheir level of
education and thgir length of residency in the studied urban!
area do not seem to influence the nature and location of
their informal economic activities. wgmenfé informal
economic activities are thus not age specific in this
particular sample. Many of the women working as domestics in
.their adolescencé, continue'to engage in domestic related
activities once the¥%¥ marry or bear child;gn. In terms of
eduycation, many of the women in this sample are
disadvantaged at the outset, by the simpie fact of being
female. Remunerated work for meeh is thus often limited to
domestic related economic activities. Of equal importance
to formal education, is access to "informal" education. The,
results of this sample do not indicate a link between the .
nature and location of women's informal economic activitigé
and their length of residency in Quito. As =®omen's
activities show little room for upﬁard mobility, it is not

surprising that this link is virtuaily non existant. v

This anélysis has demonstrated that the location -of
women's area of residence can, to some extent, influence.the
nature and location of their.economic activities. Aithough
women in both "barrios” tend to engage in service related

activities, it is their retail activities which differ. The
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predominance of women selling cooked food in La Lucha can be
explained by its location and lack of infrastructure. As
most women work in services, the majority work outside their
"barrios'. The pefcentag; of income which 1is spent on
transportation is, however, much greater for the women from
La Lucha.’ These women lalsc spend considerably more fime
travelling teo and from their place\“of work. The economic
sitpation of their households, as well as their lack of
skills and domestic resposibilities,ﬁprovides thém_with few
options. The location of ;omen's economic activities, in
terms of locale, is however, not i uericed by the location
of their "Earrios".;CAlthough one'j:igh tend to believe thaé
women would remain in pfoximity of their homes in order to
minimize the conflict between their economic and domestic
activities, thg realities of the empioyment situation
des them with few options."Ehe limited demand for
ices, béth rétﬁil and personal, penerated in these

"barrios" can explain why "many wonien cannot wdrk ‘in

proximity of their homes. .

L

b



\ Chapter VI
i CONCLUSION S

-The objective of this ‘research has been to gain a
, . : o

[y -
hd .

better ‘understanding of tﬁe employment issues concerning
women of the'grban poor. Special attention has been given
to the ﬁature and 1location of ;omeﬁ's informalq economic
activities. Age, number of children, an@ level of education“
have been identified as facfors which .may limit ;women's
access 99. formal employmept. These limiting factors thus
confirm those identified in the literature(age, marital
status, ‘level of educations. There are, nevertheless, a
séries of both ' economic and culturalliforces. which also
strongly influence the extent of women's participation in
formal employment. As expresséd b§ the women, in this sample,
the rigiéity of schedules in the formal sector makes it
extremely difficult, if not imposible, for women t6 obtain
formal employment. Although many of the women would have
prefered formal work, aiong with its social benefits, most
indicated that formal employment opportunities  were
éxtremely scarce, and. that more importantly, théir

obligation to fulfill a dual role would not allow them to

engage in work of this nature. Most of these women are th%s

-

‘channelled, with few options, into informal economic

-
.

Y.
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activities. For this reason, this.ﬁtudy has focused on this

.

particular group of women. .
The links between the nature and location of women's
informal acfivities is an area which has received little
~attention in the lite;aturelﬁ#} women 'must work extended
hour's in. order to balance their-. economic - and domestic
actiui;?es,'the types ;ﬁ'égtiéities‘they éhgagg in, as well
.asanthe“ location of fhese agtiﬁifies; iéh of particular
im?ortaﬁbe. This study has inéica;édt that a strong link
exist§ between'the-natu;e andlloéatiqniof women's ihformay
:@ctivities. Aqtivities in‘persgpal‘ﬁérv§;es-are thus largely
carried out in areas other than tHe women's home "barrio”,
while activities in retail servicés are generally carried
ou: within the women's home "barrio". Both the extent of
women's domestic activities and ‘the financial Situation.of
their houséhoy{_have been cited as the factors which most
strongly igfiﬁgnced the ha;ure and location of women's
informal activities. Although the literature. has given
little consideration to the location of women's informal
activities, when mentioned, it was pgenerally assumed that
women worked in proximity of- fheir‘ homes. The empirical
evidence in this studf is, however, not supportive of this.
Most of the women sampled engaged in ﬁefsonal service
activities and thus did not work in their home "barfios".
Although-many women would prefgr to work in proximity of
their homes, ‘the employment oppecrtunities within the

] . ' . -

L
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"barrios §opu1ares" are limited. There is a certain demand
for retail services but extremely little.demand for persénal
services in these areas. The often satu;ated‘ number of
smail businesses in these COﬁ?unitieS oblige women in need
of income to look to o?ﬁgr areas for work. As the women's

income is wvital for their families' survival, they. will

often travel considerable distance and spend a considerable

percentage of ‘their incodme on tran5por£;tion in order to
obtain. some form of work. i \

The literature has indicated that. yoﬁen will provide
domestic related services in order to'b?ing paid "work into

their homes. This study has, however, led us to believe that

- — "

to many wom
\\

en this optioﬁ is not avai}able.'Laundering has
been';dentified as one of women's majorﬁinformal activipies,
both in the literature and in this’ sampie survey:’-The
éverwhelming majority of washerwomen ;n this sample did not
work in their home ”bgrrios". Although laundering- has been
identified as an activity which can be_caf%ied out at the
woman's home, this does not seem very feasible for both
practical (washing facilities, transportation) 7 and
social(mistrusé) reasons.

As most‘ women . must ehgage in personal service
activities, wwhey must also work in areﬁg which are not in
proximity of their homes; in cemparison to retail
activiﬁies, ‘personal service activities operate "unsgén".

This is perhaps one of the reasons why the literature has

N

T



Such programs would not only provide most useful services to
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4

identified women's homes as the location of their economic

N

activities: The locatibn of women's informal activities
should be given further consideration in future attempts to
account for women's work.: Further research 1is, however,

required as one cannot generalize from this case study.

&

For women whe must work beyond their "barrios™,, child

care arrangements are a constant preoccupation. Child care

facilities for these women would, to some extent, lighten

' &)

their domestic burden. Child care programs Suc#” as those of

the "hogares'infantiles" in Chilibuloc should be encouraged.
3

the working women, but would also create employment for

other women. As most of the women in this sample had at

least one child of three years or less, these services are

’

of great importance.

The literature has indicated that ‘ﬁomen"tend to
withdraw from the ,labour market during childbearing and
'early child;earing years. 'Although.;his sample was limited
tp.women eﬁ%éging in an'economic.a;tiyity, most of thg women

sampled had a child of three years or less and thus had

remained economically active during childbearing and early.

childrearing years. Considering the . acuteness of the
present economic situation, rising inflation, incréasing
unemployment aﬁd underemployment, have provided few options
for the women of tﬂese households. Th; income proy%ded by

their economic activities has become essential, as without

¢

~
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it many of their children's basic needs would not be met. In

terms of income, these Tresults have demonstrated that

‘women's income 1s significant and should not be considered

as secondary. .

The location of women's honfe "barrio” did not influence
the locale of their informal activities as similar

percentages of women worked in and out of their "barrios”.
In terms of distanée. the women from the more peripheral
"barrio” had:to travel longer diStances,énd'spend a preater
percentage of their income on transportation. The location
of La Lucha, as well as its lack of infrastructure,
explained’ the predominance of activities in which Qomen sold
cooked foods. This 1link between lack of infrastructure,
distance from city centre and: the selling of cooked foods
was also mentioned in the literature. The results of this
study indicdte that regardless of the location of women's
home, most women work in personal terviceé and thus do not
Qork-in proximity of their home.

This study has confirmed that women's dual role
severely limitS/}ﬂﬁﬁ}g employment obportun;ties: Most women
have few options bt to engape in informal economic
activities which offer 1little rtoom " for wupward mobilirty.
Nevertheless, the work perforﬁed by these women 1is oi/great
value. It is important that this work be recognized not only
in the eyes of the nfficials but also in those of the women

themselves. Too often women have been led to believe- that
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their work is(ézvzittle Jalue. This is best explained by Eﬁe
"fact that théiriécoﬁOmic activities are closély associated
to their domestic activities, which are most often viewed,
as a duty. The valuq of women's economic activitigs within
the household should be givén due consideration ‘in future
studies dealiné with the employment strategies of the urban
poor. It is not sufficient to acknowledge that women are
active members of the labour force. Recognition must be

giveﬁ for the economic value of work performed.

.Although one cannot draw general conclusions frem such

. o
a case study, these results can, however, point to certzin
R . .
trends in terms of women and informal employment. It is thus

hoped that this thesis will have provided further insight on

the employment s%rategies of women of the urban poor.

e
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‘ , LA MUER Y EL TRABAID
v Y Ib. T t
Noobre: ) -
Direccion: ' -

lCARAC]!ERISTICASi’ERS(l\IALEB

1.1 Culntos afios cmplidos tiéne usted”

© 1.2 Dénde nacid? Provinci=
ar
1Capital de provincia 3.k
2Ciudad no capital ' 4.
1.3 (M :

—_

:

'

Hace cufnto, tiempo que vive en, Quito'?

s

1.4 Hace cufinto tianpo. que vive en este barrio?

1.5 Cual es su estado ¢ivil? - 1.Soltera
4, Separada
. 5.Unibn Libre

1.6 Hasta cuéndo ha podido estudiar usted? 1.Escuela :
: 2.Colegio * '

3. Indversidad
4 No estudié

1. 7 Hasta que afio llep6”

1.8 Ha hecho alpuién curso de capacitacisn? Si[:] N-
En el wrno ~ositivo: Ne me tino?

llace ondnto tic ™0’

1.8 Cufntos hijos “vivos tiene ustec”
1.9 Cusntos viven todavia en la casa oon usted”

1.10 Caracter{sticas de hdjos queviven en la casa;

Hijos Edad Sexo Estudia Ao Trabajo Occupacifn Ingreso (semanal)

~J | RN [l o]

2. ACTIVIDADES QUE GENERAN EL INGRESO PRINCIPAL




k4

En el caso negativo; Cufndo fue la Gltima vez que trabajaba?

2.2 Cue tipo de“trabajo hace usted? '

/2

. , ) R
1)vende comida o productos hecho en casa I:] 2
- en casa -
. ‘ en barrio - . "
' fuera del barrio
2)tiene comercid | ’ ¢ ‘
: . - en' casa o
- ' en barrio .
. ' fuera del barrio
3)vende su fuerza ‘de trabajci:_—l .
en casa -coge trabajo a domicilio
-la gente lleva sus articulos
, en barrioc ‘ :
... fuera del barrio
" &4)participa en un taller de produceion] |
- {(commal, fuera de la casa) : . en barrio , '
: ’ ‘ fuera del barrio
5)tiene un trabajo fijo en el sector formal ]
" en barrio
6)03‘:’[:] : ¢ fuera del baio
2.3 Trabaja usted para otra persona o por su_propria cuenta? :
‘ * Dependiente -
. o, Aut6nomo
Si es dependiente; Sector publico )
N ‘ Sector privado

Particular

2.4 Hace cufnto tiempo que tieme este trabajo?
2.5 Esta segura de que la semana proxima va a tener trabajo? si| ] NOD
2.6 5i vende en calle; Necesita una autorizacifn del nunicipio? sif ] N |

2.7 5i o trabaja en casa; Cufnto tierrpo’necesita‘-ypara llegar a su trabajo?

Qué tipo de transporte utiliza?

2.8 Cufnto s © menos gana por semana? 1.hasta{200 sucres
2.entre 201-600
- 3.entre 601-1,000
©* Zentre 1,001-1,500 _
5.entre 1,501-2,000
6.mas de 2,001 [

2.9 Esta afiliada? Si[ | N[ o ]
2.10 Cusntos dias por gemena trsbaja usted?
12:11 A éuf hora del dfa trabata usted? « ¢




2.12 k qué hora se dedica a sus actividades domésticas?

2.13 Cuando trsbaja, qué hace con sus nifios?

1.Guarderia 5.Escuela
2.En casa . 6.La acompafian [
3.Vecinos - 7.0tro
4 Parientes : ;
2.14 En qudFrdb&jé antes de ser .2

2.15 Pertenece usted g una organizacién o asociacibn" ' Si]:l NOE
En el caso positivo; Qué tipo? : :

2.16 Y su marido, trabaja? Sig
En el caso negativo, pasa a <.

2.17 En qué tipo. de’ trabajo?

" 1)vende comida o productos hecho en casa| |

en casa .
° : en barrio
e " fuera del barrio
2)tiene comercio | en casa ,

en barrio

fuera del barrio

3)vende su fuerza de trabajo l: :
. en casa

en barrio

fuera del barrio

4)participa en un taller de pro&mci@ '

' ‘ : en barrio
» . _ ' fuera del barrio
S)tiene un trabajo fijo erel sector formal| |
en barrio. :
6)otrd | ‘ fuera del bartio
!
2.18 'I‘rabéja para otra persona o por su propria cuenta? ‘ :
Dependiente
Autfnamo

Sies depmdimte Sector publico
Sector privado
Particular

2.19 Esta seguro 6l que la semana proxima va a tener trabajo? SD &Jl—____] ’

2,20Cufnto mis o menos gana por semana? 1. hasta 200 sucres
: 2.entre 201-600 .
3.entre 601-1,000 .

4. entre 1,001-1,500
$.entre 1,501-2,000
6.mAs de 2,00 :

2.21 Es afiliado?  si[ ] N[ __]




'2.22 S1 NO TRABAJA; Por qué no trabaja?

88,
3

‘hay trabajo

ca trabajo
expulsado .

quiere

tro

v

8

I

0

2.23 Arrlenda su vivienda?  siL__] N[ ]

Bn el caso negativo; proprietario
otro

En el caso positiwo; Cudnto paga, mensual? |

PREGUNTAS ABIERTAS

1) Hay wna razén particular por la cual hace este tipo de trabajo?

2) Si serfa posible, prefereria usted un trabajo fijo, con sueldo fijo? Por qué?’

3) Le gusta su trabajo?

&y Qué problemes tienme con su trabajo?

5) Hay una razfm particular por la cual usted
fuer del barrio)?

LI

trabaja en

(la casa, el barrio o





