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In 2013, the prosecution of a police sergeant for sexual 
assault for his illegal strip search of Stacy Bonds failed (R v 

Desjourdy, infra). This research explores the legal and 
practical obstacles that arise for accused women in 

securing a sexual assault conviction against police officers 
who have performed illegal strip searches. Some key 

questions this research hopes to answer are: how have 
police forces responded to the Supreme Court of Canada’s 
guidelines in R v Golden, infra, on when and how they may 

strip search women?; do recent Canadian criminal cases 
reflect any patterns of police conduct or judicial 

characterization of the impact of strip searches on 
women?; are any other remedies available to women 

through federal or provincial human rights tribunals? The 
research will critically analyze the current and past issues 

surrounding illegal police strip searches of females in order 
to identify where and how changes need to be made to 
facilitate understanding and preventing sexual assault, 

including in police conduct. 
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Of Canadian police forces (national, provincial, and metropolitan), how 
many Search of Persons guidelines are made available to the public? 

Of the available police guidelines, how many of the R v Golden* 
guidelines are included? 

Victoria Vancouver Toronto 
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Not available 

Available on website 

Provided via email request 

Provided via email request with 
condition of no publication 
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Of Canadian criminal law cases from 2002-Present involving police 
strip searching of women, how many provided a remedy? 
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Stay of proceedings 

Exclusion of evidence 

No Charter breach 

Charter breach; no 
remedy 

New trial 

Acquittal 

Sentence reduction 

Sexual Assault 
Conviction 
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Have Canadian Human Rights Tribunals provided any other remedy 
for women who have been strip searched by police? 

No remedy 

Order to change 
guidelines 

1 1 

Noteworthy judicial commentary on the impact of strip searches on 
women 

 
 

“The trial judge also did not consider the appropriateness of an unwritten police 
policy that leads to potentially differential treatment of female and male arrestees, 

with female arrestees wearing underwire bras being automatically and without 
exception subjected to a form of strip search.” (R v Lee, infra,at para 46) 

 
“…it seems unlikely that the second strip search had a significant impact upon the 

applicant. By the time it occurred, she had already been through a lengthy 
…bedpan vigil under the constant watch of two officers within very close proximity 
of her. On numerous occasions she was closely observed while lowering her pants 
and underwear and attempting to defecate. That process is undeniably far more 

embarrassing and invasive than a strip search…Therefore, while I do not question 
that any strip search can be degrading, its impact in this case is lessened when 

seen in the larger context.” (R v Ebanks, infra, at para 53) 
 

“A request of a female youth…to remove her brassiere, made by a male police 
officer, in the proximity of another male officer, is a situation … [that is] frightening, 
humiliating, and threatening to the young person, likely to make that young person 

feel as if her bodily integrity is being violated.” (R v PFG, infra, at para 41) 
 

“The difficulty is that general ‘one size fits all’ policies or zero-tolerance policies are 
blunt instruments which can often cause other significant problems. These policies 
may, as in this case, lead to vulnerable persons experiencing legitimate feelings of 

violation at the hands of a powerful system that can seem to them to be unjust 
and bullying.” (R v PFG, infra, at para 43) 

 

Despite the Supreme Court’s clear instructions in R v 
Golden, infra,  police guidelines for searches of the person 
do not necessarily meet all of the requirements for a legal 
strip search. Though Golden stated that strip searches may 

not be conducted as a matter of routine policy, a 
concerning number of police in cases involving strip 

searches justify these searches as part of a blanket policy. 
Although some judges have noted the serious impact of 
strip searches on women specifically, the vast majority 

provide little insight on the matter.  Few judges consider 
the violation an accused may feel  of her bodily and sexual 
integrity while being strip searched.  As such, a huge legal 
obstacle remains for female accused who wish to secure 

sexual assault convictions against police officers who have 
illegally strip searched them. Human rights tribunals in 

recent Canadian history have seldom heard cases involving 
strip searches of women, so it does not currently appear to 

be a likely option for an accused to seek a remedy for an 
illegal strip search.  The next steps in this research are to 

file Access to Information requests with police forces that 
do not make their search procedures available to the 

public, to explore the reasons why strip search cases have 
not often come before human rights tribunals, and to 
continue to analyze the patterns in police conduct and 

judicial characterization of the impact of strip searches on 
women.  

Step 1: Exploring police websites to see which forces make 
their procedures for searches of the person available to the 

public 
 

Step 2: Comparing police guidelines to those in R v Golden, 
infra 

 

Step 3: Researching Canadian criminal jurisprudence from 
2002-present on strip searches of women 

 

Step 4: Researching decisions of Canadian human rights 
tribunals  from 2002-present involving strip searches of 

women  
 

Step 5: Analyzing data for patterns in police conduct and in 
judicial characterization of the impact of strip searches 

upon women 

Results 


