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IN!TRO130UTION 

Response s t y l e in connection with t e s t - t a k i n g r e s ­

ponses has been subject to a good deal of controversy. I t 

has been suggested by one group of au thors , t ha t response 

s t y l e cons i s t s merely of st imulus bound reac t ions in spec i ­

f i c t e s t s i t u a t i o n s , while others are equally ce r t a in t h a t 

response s t y l e i s in fac t an immediately observable pheno­

menon a r i s i n g fro® deep seated pe rsona l i ty syndromes. The 

trend in the l i t e r a t u r e a t present appears to favour the 

view that ae^&ures of response s t y l e s are measures of per­

sona l i ty v a r i a b l e s . 

i 'his study attempts to l ink up two such measures 

with recognised pe rsona l i ty dimensions based on Sy©sack's 

t h e o r e t i c a l framework. While the lysenoki&n dimensions in 

t n i s study ere determined by the afcaudsjey Personal i ty inven­

t o r y , whieh i s a f t e r e l l "only* a ^nes t ionna l re , a cons i ­

derable amount of research appears to j u s t i f y the assumption 

tha t t h i s t e s t d i f f e r e n t i a t e s v a l i d l y between various 

persona l i ty types in l a rge samples. 

Using Ky»enek*s framework end terminology, Meurotl-

elsm and In t rove ra ion - Ix t r ave r s lon jo&y be considered as two 

i n h e r i t e d , un re la t ed , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l pe r sona l i ty disaensioas 

or eontinua which in t a rn may be eapeeted to influence the 

development of such response s t y l e s as $ord Association 
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Somaunallty and ^^reet^nt-r-ioagp^ei-ent ttraleney, witieh have 

been designated m response Mas and response s e t respec­

t i v e l y . 

These four va r i ab l e s have been eoleeted because a t 

the ou t se t of t h i s study the p robab i l i ty appeared high 

shut the fcbove response va r i ab le s may be phenotypieal e n a i -

f©stat ions of lysenolc'ft genotypieal dimensions. I t we,® 

expected ttu»t the abnormality of a high Heuro t ic i sa score 

would be pa ra l l e l ed by low ft'ord -'snooietion Co&smn&llty and 

t h a t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l Extroversion would find i t s expression 

in the i jspulaivi ty of the "Agreer*. 

Chapter one introduces the cons t i tu t ion®! variable® 

in d e t e l l as well as the t e s t e waieJa are employed for t h e i r 

asessureiaent, while ehepter two dea ls • i t t l la r l j r with the 

response s ty l e var iab les* Hypotheses and consequent exper i ­

mental design ere the sufejeets of chapters three end four . 

The r e s u l t s are presented in chapter f i v e , while t h e i r 

i n t e r p r e t s t i o n as well as the discuss ion of t h e o r e t i c a l 

impl ica t ions of ll&kiag up cons t i t u t ion und response s t y l e 

provide the contents of chapter s i x . 



CHAPTER I 

CQRSSl'iUTiCWAL VARIABLES 

lysenek has been Influenced by the Juagiaa concepts 

of Nourotieism end Ix t r sve r s ion as d i s t i n c t and unrelated 

pe r sona l i t y t ypes , whose behaviour &a& personal i ty develop­

ment ean be predicted according to t h e i r pos i t ion on the 

continue, of Jfeuroticlsai and in trover s i on-E* t raver s i on. * 
g 

He iden t i f i ed these t r . i t s by i&eans of c r i t e r i o n a n a l y s i s , 

demonstrated the i r inher i t ed oa&rae ter i s t ios aad proceeded 

to linic theza up with learn ing theory to p red ic t p rec i se ly 
4 

how they would perform in aojaple* l ea rn ing s i t u a t i o n s . 

Although not a l l of sy»«mok*s hypotheses have been 

unanimously val idated and while some d e t a i l s of the theory 

are p resen t ly being modified, the bioic%iakl r e a l i t y of 

these t r a i t s has been euffleienfcly well demonstrated 

1 H . J . Sysenelt, Bftatenslona of Pe r sona l i t y , London, 
JES»g«Uk-?aul, 1947, xl-30® p . 

8 , "Cr i t e r ion Analysis-An Appliestion of 
the Hypothoti oo-Beduetlve Method to Jfaetor Ansly-sia*, 
Psychological Review. Vol. 57, 1950, p . 38-65. 

3 H . J . Kysancit und f . B . ? r e i l , "The Inher i tance of 
^eu ro t l c i aas An Kxperiasental ^tudy*', ,$he Journal, of jjyatol 
Selefiee,. Vol. ft«, No, 40B, Ju ly 1951, p.' 441-465. 

4 a . J . lyaenals: (SA.) , &>.&aboo« of Abnomcl ,"s.yoho-
logy . Hew Torfe, Jtesio Books, 11561, xvi~81S p . 
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to enable other researcher a to employ the»a for further 

hypothetical fonauletioaft. 

l a the following discussion of each variable, the 

chapters will attempt to provide definit ions of eaea 

variable , as their characteristic® have come to l igh t l a 

experimental work, the saseans of &easur«s&ent, and the expeo-

t a t i ods , i . e . what fcind of behaviour say be hypothesised on 

the basis of each variable. 

1. M«urot?oisffl. 

Since sjuoh of the observable behaviour of ©an has 

been designeted as neurotic, there i s en endless ser ies of 

definit ions of neurotlcisa, each ajaialy a function of the 

author*e point ©f view. As a representative of the const i ­

tutional end experimental approach Sysenok views neurotiolsm 

as an inherited personality variable 

( . . . ) ranging from the extremely stable nature, 
well integrated »nd throngh the average sor t of per­
sonality to the extremely unstable poorly integrated, 
neurotic type of individual. The population i s oca-
calved of as lying alon& this continuum, so that 
&fnryao» ma be assigned a •neurotieissi score* which 
would specify his exaot posi t ion, the d is t r ibut ion 
of peoplo on th is eontlnuua Is believed to be 
unlikely to deviate far from the normal type of 
curve «hidh onaraotorlsoa the d is t r ibut ion of score© 
on intel l igence tests.© 

5 lysenck and P r e l l , 0n« P i t . , p . 44S. 
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The t r a i t of neurot i ' . la* i s nperetion&lly defined 

( . . . ) in ter&s of the pa t t e rn of i n t e r c o r r e l a ­
tions, between a specific**. «et of obj^oMve p«j soda­
l i t y t e s t s , In la rge p a r t determined by he red i ty .6 

-*t t h i s BUVJS, however, Sysenok s t i l l r e l i ed 

t env i ly on psych ia t r i c diagnosis for b is ©aaples of neuro­

t i c ' s . Eventual ly , however, he began to ress'rd neurotioism 

"as a forsi of dr ive r e l a t ed to the overoxo l t ah i l l ty of the 

autonomic nervous eys t ea , p a r t i e a i a r l y the sympathetic 

branchw . 

A legion of i n v e s t i g a t o r s have fu r the r examined 

neurot ie lsm in r e l a t i o n %itii o ther f a r iose such as anxie ty , 

sedat ion threshold , a r o u s a l , 1 0 and i-ympaihetl© reactivity-*1 

6 'Eysenek sad P r e l l , Op. p i t . . p . 449. 

7 3 . J . Bysenck, "A Dynamic Theory of 'nx ie ty and 
Hys te r ia" , The Journal of nontax, .Scloaoo. Vol, 101 , Wo. 4w2, 
January 19S0, p . 33 . 

8 K.W. gpenoe, *A theory of "taotioaally Based Priv® 
(B) and i t s "telf t ioa t o Perfora&noe in Simple Lou rain g 
Situutioas*1 , The V/.erloaa Poroholoalftt. Vol. 1 3 , 1988, 
p . 131-141. 

9 0. Shugftrio, "The Sedation Threshold m an Objee-
tiv® Index of Manifest Anxiety l a ~syohoa©itr©jii®% Journal 
of ?eyoco>oMat>io imttomroh. Vol. 1 , 19^*0, p . 4'.«-5?, 

10 O.r. Clarldge end R.* . n«rrin(jf,o», "'Sedation 
th re sho ld , P e r s o n a l i t y , and the fneory of HeterosisM, 
B r i t i s h JoqiKal of Psych ia t ry , Vol. 106, Vo. 445, October 
19SO, p . 1568-1586. 

11 M.H. Davies, *3.- . Claridge and B . J . Woiuion, 
*fhe Blood n res#ure Suspense to an '^rojialino 'nt3 t :oaiot 
as a Heasure of Autonomic Lability*1 , Br i t i sh Journui of 
?M&A%%XX * Vol. 109, Wo. 461 , Ju ly l * t e , p . 3853^7*1 
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e i t h e r d i r e e t l y or in oonjunotioa v^ita in t rove r s ion-

ex t raver s ion . Tae r e s u l t s of t&ese inves t iga t ions end son-

sequent speculat ion by the authors may be combined in the 

view t h a t neuro racists as twpped by the Maadalay ^e raona l l ty 

Inventory i s a p o t e n t i a l of general responsiveness to 

s t imul i r e l a t e d to the degree of inher i t ed or habivual 

r e a c t i v i t y of t&e sympathetic nervous sys tea . In other 

words confrontat ion with &n& perception of a stimulus 

arouses ind iv idua l ly d i f f e ren t degrees of excitement in the 

ayaps tae t io branch r e s u l t i n g in d i f fe ren t decrees of r e a d i ­

ness fo r the wotnl organism t o p a r t i c i p a t e e f f ec t ive ly in 

the impending *xp*rlwje® or i n t e r a c t i o n wi th the t t imnlue . 

t he r e neurotieia® i s high the subject &&y be ex­

pected t o have a lot&er threshold of arousal and reac t so re 

in t ens ive ly even to the point of in t e r fe rence •with the 

ove ra l l e f f ic iency of h i s performance, sub jec t ive ly he 

cannot detaoh himself fron the experience i.nd i^hat i s 

happening to h la . Bcnaviourally hie etiaulus-ra&poase 

conneetions are saor® e a s i l y modified or re inforced, i . e . 

offeeus of experience are wor« aodifying and ©or© l a s t i n g 

than in tsoee sub \oats of lower i n t e n s i t y of neurot loissu 

I n shor t the ni^ner the degree of n su ro t i c i s a the isore the 

individual roooto both to the otlauftlus and hi® o*a i n t e rna l 

p rompt ing aroused by the s t imulus , and the i n t e r n a l 
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prompt!ns may eventually overrule the stimulus and r e ­

inforce previous behaviour pat terns . 

This l a t o r n n t a l l o a of aenrotteiaia i s b&aoo on 

Clarid&e's attempt to link up Babe's ©rouseal theory and 

Eyooaox** p©sta la te« . w > iS 

Pros taeao 4o&*lAoration* and the high correlat ion 

be.weo& lleurotlclsm on the :^fl and Manifest Anxiety i t 

follows that a aigh dagr.^s of neurotioiam. should tend to 

Interfere «i ta eoasaaality of responses on a word aosoaia-

t ion t e s t , since strong internal promptings eaoald give r i se 

to a higher number of i&iesyaeratle responses. 

for the purpose of into study therefore aoarotiei&ai 

i s viewed as an i&aeritod drive to react for the sake of 

actlorn i t s e l f and aseoaiarily only as a drive to raaet in 

aecordanee *i ta the s t i au ius . fartaarmor®, th i s drive is 

l e s s the resul t of environmental i&fla*aees bat rather a r i ses 

from oot t t i ta t lo&sl faetora of aoarolo,J.eal predisposition 

&ad aatabolis** l a short aearoticlsm as measured by tho WL 

la largely aa in&eriied ooast i tut ional personality var iable . 

l a t h i s eonnactiOQ I t beosaea aeeessary to oxa&iae 

the r e l i a b i l i t y and val id i ty of the Maudsloy Personality 

Inventory as tne laatrumoat which hat been selected to 

IS Cl&ridge sad Lkrrijigton, 0,0. G i t . , p . 1570 and 
1580 • 

13 ©avion, t*,M». ffo.,gJJU » P. 8 ^» W4 o»4 sue. 
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Iden t i fy tho c o n s t i t u t i o n a l pe r sona l i ty va r i ab l e s under 

considera t ion in tula s tudy. 

14 

Jensen has been one of the f i r s t to present exten­

sive normative da ta for the Mf% a© well as va l i da t i ng co r r e ­

l a t i o n s wi th other s c a l e s . He discusses both the n e u r o t l -

cisjss sad the ex t ravers ioa sab les and the impl ica t ions lahare&t 

l a t h i s r e l a t i onsh ip oa the b&els of the groups tha t were 

used l a s tandard!xat ion . The r e s u l t s of h i s own study m& 

the review of the l i t e r a t u r e lead him to conclude t h a t : 

By v i r t ue nt the brevi ty of the s c a l e s , t h e i r 
hi^h r e l i a b i l i t y , t h e i r or thogonal i ty in the normal 
popula t ion , t h e i r high cor re la t ion with o ther mea­
sures of these f a c t o r s , t h e i r neg l ig ib le co r re l a t ion 
with non-personal i ty va r i ab les such as age, sex sand 
i a te l l ig f t aee , and the i r co r re l a t ion with other 
experimental and non-questionnaire va r i ab le s r e l e ­
vant to lyse&cfe's c o r t i c a l i n h i b i t i o n theory of 
i n t rove r s lon -ex t r ava r s ion , the MPI say be regarded 
as the preferred measure of ia t rovers ion-extr&vers ioa 
and neurotiolsm. ( . . . ) the Wl In I t s present form 
Cfein be recoa-mended for research purposes as being 
perhaps the best quest ionnaire measure of in t rove r s lon-
extravxsrsion and neurotieism ava i lab le a t the present 
t i a e . 1 5 

A short t l a o l a t e r lysonok supplied add i t iona l nor­

mative data and expressed s a t i s f a c t i o n th* t on the whole 

the r e s u l t s were according to expectations.*-° Further 

14 A.K. Jensen, *Ta* Moudstey ?braoa«i l ty Inventory" , 
,*ot* Psychologies . Vol. 14, Ho* 4 , 1658» p . 314-818. 

15 I b i d . , p . 324. 

16 l.J. Syseaek, **fhe Differentiation Between Soroal 
and Various Neurotic Groups on the Maudsley Fertoaality 
Inventory*, British Journal of P&ye&oloigy. Vol. SO, ?t, Z, 
May 1959, p. 176-17?. 
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17 va l ida t ion was presented by Field by the method of agree--

aa©at with rat-in^s based oa personal knowledge, with s i ^ n l f i -

caat r e s u l t s for the neuroc ic i sa s c a l e . Independent 

r a t i n g s by outs ide observers were used in another va l ida t ion 
is 

study ^f S.G.B. Sysenok*° with s ign i f i can t r e s u l t s fo r the 

in t rovers !on-ex t ravers ion s e a l s . 

F ina l ly the question arose as to the p o s s i b i l i t y of 

response s e t s playing an important pa r t l a the r e s u l t s 

reached. l a a study with 137 neurot ic subjects lyaeaek 

f a i l e d to find any evidence of the influence of * acquies ­

cence * respoaae s e t of the kind found in conneetlon with the 

f s c a l e . l Q Byaeack concludes from the r e s u l t s that ques­

t ionna i r e s r e l a t i n g to pe rsona l i ty i t ems , such as the U?l, 

s igh t form a c l a s s independent of the respoaae se t generated 

by s o c i a l a t t i t u d e i t ems , but not completely Independent 

of o ther response s e t s generated by a d i f fe ren t lyp$ of 

a&te r i a l . 

lysonok bases h i * conclusion on the laeis of a s i g n i ­

f i can t c o r r e l a t i o n between the MPI var iab les and the 

17 J .&. F i e l d , MA& Interpersonal Val idat ion of the 
MPI*, Acta Psyeho&o^ea. Vol .18 , Ko.5, 1961, p.351-358. 

1© 8.B.O. Syaoaofc, wThe Va l id i ty of a Persona l i ty 
Questionnaire as Peter&iaad by the Method of Mo&iaated 
Groupa", Life s c i e n c e s . »o . 1 , 1968, p . 13-1©, 

19 l . J . lysoaok, "fteaponso S e t , nu thor i ta r laa l s® and 
Persona l i ty ^ues t ionna i r e s w , 8 r l t l a n Journal of Social 
and C l i a loa l ,ff*yoholoiqr. Vol. 1 , 166E, p . &0-B4. 
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acquiescence score as well as fc.ua l a ox of •acquiescence* 

f ac to r loadings oa the aeurofcicisat **ad ext ravers lon ae&les. 

This does not negate the p o s s i b i l i t y of ^&p^ai&mi^& of 

response se t va r i ab les on jffll dimensions, but does suggest 

tha t jgPI, scores are not determined by response s e t s p«sr so* 

I t i s evident fro& the above tha t the MP! sca les can 

be expected to provide an adequate d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n between 

the tendency for S t a b i l i t y and Heurot loisa on the one hand 

and In t rovers ion u**S lx t rav*ra ion on the other «h«a applied 

to a s u f f i c i e n t l y la rge aaaple of a faor&al* populat ion. 

This aoans that e&oh half of &h© s t a t i s t i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n 

should d i f f e r s i g n i i i o a n t l y f roa the other half in scores 

obtained on t e s t s which are t heo re t i ca l l y llmced to con­

s t i t u t i o n a l v a r i a b l e s . 

2 . I n t r o v e r a l o n - t x t r a v s r s i o n . 

"g&stonQk ex t rac ted the in t rover s ion-ex t ra version 

fac to r from t e s t s d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g botwooa anxiety s t a t e s and 

h y s t e r i c s . On too basis of Pavlov 's i nves t iga t ions an 

i nhe r i t ed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l basis i s again postula ted to account 

for t h i s va r iab le , s l s p e c i f i c a l l y the i nhe r i t ed des-rea of 

8® H.J. ftyaenok, "A Dynamic Theory of Anxiety and 
ly s t®r l a% Journal of Mental ffoloaoo. Vol. 101, Ho. 422, 
J&au&ry 1655, p . £8-51. 

£1 lb , id . , p . 54. 

http://fc.ua


CCMtUTBttOKAL TAEI*IL»3 6 

neural exal tat ion and Inhibition balance, fheso postulates 

l a eo&bination with 1®arming theory aaa neurotic driv* lov»i 

are used to account for the deiprae of eonditionabili ty 

of the uisparato nosological groups represented by anxiety 

s ta tes and hyster ics , iaxiety s ta tes have been found to 

bo Introverted neurotics who condition easily while 

hysterias represent the extroverted neurotic* and are much 

more d i f f icu l t to condition. 

Sose of the hypotheses generated on the basis of 

cor t ica l exci tat ion-inhibi t ion b&lanoe have not been con­

s i s ten t ly verified ^ other authors,** bat for the purpose* 

of t h i s study there i s In (general sufficient evidene* to 

warrant the assumption fch&fc the dimension of introveraioa-

extraveraioa a* measured by tne MFX la a biological r e a l i t y , 

and that Individual differences can l a largo part be 

aooouatod for on the baala of Inheritance and consequent 

consti tutional functioning. 

The work of rotrio*5** d*ffion*tr&t«u a shift towards 

extroversion in surgical brain. d&j&&g#. Eeea*g* and his 

associates have similarly demonstrated lack of condit ionsbil l ty 

W M W M W H W I X «I»WIII—•••• .HIM IIIIWMUWI* 

ZZ WJT. Barry, An l a w t l f t u t l r a of Relationships Be-

ThreeholiT uanublianeA fh.D. thes i s , university of Ottawa, 
19 61 , 

E5 %a@t®4 by a . J , fyaeaois la WA Dynamic Theory of 
Anxiety and iya ter la* , Journal, of Mortal Soleoo*. Vol. 101, 
Ho. 42E, January 1685, p . 45. 
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as & d i r ec t aoaaoauenae of brain dam&g*. S ta i l^ r ly 

Sha&as*^5 demonstrated low sedation threshold for hysterics 

and al@h tareanoltf for anxiety ati»te&, suggesting tha t 

hyateriaa are already ne^r &&• inhibitory oxureauu lyausok; 

alao employs the concent of sooln11satloa to adduce further 

evidenoe t ha t axtravartad neurotics as represented fey 

psychopaths t&k* a&ay more years than the -vsr&g© before 

they learn to l ive aewtrdlag to the standard* of society, 

while introverted n«tur*il*» are over6oao*ra*4 with doing 
86 

the ' r ight* thing* Glarldgo and lerr lagtoa found ai«$»l-

f l ean t correlation between oxtraversion and sedation thres ­

hold in a nora&l &F&U®>^ but not la the neurot ic , wfeare 

higher autonomic react iv i ty seemed to confound the singla 

effect of the single variable of oxtraveraion* This 

suggests that normal groups i&ay be employed to gr«&t«ff 

advanta^sa in an at feasant to i so la te the off ©eta of 

estrav^rsion. 

SS Quoted by S.J« lyaaaok l a nA Byaamlo laaory of 
Anxiety aad Hysteria", §&juls4i.** *••**• 

** ££|&., p . 48* 

ar ChUri4f* aad I ter tagton, to.. r.Cifc«» ©* 15@®, 
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Byeanok and Clarldg*88 in an answer to Sigal*a^ 

doubts as to the su i t ab i l i t y ©f neurotic groups for c r i ­

terion validation dieouss the relotiouaklp between uoaatl~ 

tu t lcna l and tootxvloural ©xtroversion and conclude fro®, she 

available evidence that the |jfcX. &*s*ur» 1* r*l*t*d to 

consti tut ional extruvorsloa. " 

£uuh considers.! lens and the increasing evidence of 

lncoaslst--*ncie© has l e t to poetulation of central veraua 

peripheral introversion. This â fcn© thet the in t rover t , 

sharply oaara of sooial deaands, &a& by vir tue of his 

greater oo«&itioas,bility, learns to act the extravert ©a 

the outsida, i . e . behsvlouraHy, but reai&ins an Introvert 

const i tut ional ly . l a t a faced with a Questionnaire suoa 

as the MP1 tfeiB Introvert mould r e l o a d l ike an extr&vert. 

I f ho i s then laciaded in en axptriiajital group fee wi l l of 

course tend to coaf UB« r e m i t s bsa&naa hi* consti tut ion 

tend* towards introversion. This argument casinot be ignored 

B£ H.J. fyseaok and C 8 . ClarlAga, "The Position of 
By*torica and Byathyados in a Two-Dimensional framework of 
Personality !?«sariptloa*r» Journal of Abnormal and Social 
Psychology. Vol. 64, Ho. 1, 1668, a. 46-55. 

B9 J . J . Sisal« Jt.H. Star , sad CM. Franks, *Vy*t«rl«* 
sad Systaymio* a* Criterion (tooapa in the Study of 
l a trovers ion-2xtrav»fjionw» Journal of abaoraal and Social 
Psychology, Vol. 57, l o w , / f f g f j ^ ^ ^ 

$0 2y*o*«k smd a i a r i % e , ftp*,, P i t . . a. 54. 

51 .CM. Franks., l a H.J. Hytaaok (^d.}» HaftAfroak of 
aaaofaal. Ptyattolagy. Mm Yor&t Ba»i® B^o&s, 1661» p . 46®. 
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and the group designated as amble *xtrav«rta on the Wl 

wil l have to ba treated with caution, sinoe they awiy oon-

tain a large auaoer of consti tut ional in t rover t s . 

With the possible exception of this group i t can 

therefore ba axpeatad ad 6a &om jus t i f lent Ion that the 

M?X wil l validly d i f ferent ia l s between neurotie in t rovar ta , 

neuratio oxtraverta, stable in t rover t s , and some stable 

oxtraverta. If the atable oxtraverta do not perform accord­

ing to expectation* for the above reaaoaa, ahe other 

different ia t ions cannot be considered invalidated. Gonsi-

dering the c l in ica l origin of 3y**nofc** theory i t i s possible 

that the drive level of naurotiolMt i s required to get ttM 

extravert to snow Ms true oolours, so to speak. Or to put 

i t differently the st«bl* extrovert , being leas bound by 

internal involva&eat in his experleaolng, i s r*ore *&&®ptable* 

l a that ha can react to a variety of environmental a t lon l i 

acoordlng to the demiids of the external alsuatioa rather 

than «coordiii^ to elaborate Internal psttorn© la id down by 

extensive previous ©oaditioniaf. B& may ^ensrally D* lea* 

personally and subjoetitraly involved in Ms •xpwriono* ba-

e&uao of lesser cor t ical excitation &&& par t ic ipat ion in 

at i «aulaa»reapons« oonnaotioa*. 
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fala point of view again au|gftastn I t s e l f fsom to* 

previoualy sientiosed discussion by Devies, Cl«rl<l£* and 

Wawf»aa,ss 

*n N» ^ i l a A n C ^ M ^ I g ^ i ^ X f i . ^ ^ ? : ^ ^»on« i t ^ 

provide* a table for the purpo** of dlffaramtlsting betwoa 

la t rovar t s and axtvavsrt* bohavlouraHy. l a aoaparlsoa 

extraverts are 3haraoterl*xad by higher speed and lower 

analysis-ayathesis endeavour oa the Borsohasft, laminating 

that taay have loss of a mo& to latagrmto axparie*** 

«saal&gfully uad taad to r^aot mora impulsively to t&« 

obvloaa stimulus than t te in t rover t s . Ttosy j»ay be expeetod 

thsrafar* to raaat apeedlly to a *ord association t e s t , i . e . 

t l a s H a l t should have a lesser of foot on taesa. Tasy aay 

also be expected to ba inclined towards an impulsive response 

s ty lo , nalooaiag each I t oat with a *y@s* r t t ha r than a *ao*. 

^noy would aot be expos ted to guardedly defend tfessasivea 

against new exparlansas aiao® af ter a l l they are personally 

lees involved and l a s s las l intd to see aaoa n « stimulus 

as a threat to taa i r lata, r l t y . 

In short the ®xfaravert should twtd toward* greater 

ijapulaivlty in h i t r*spoas* stylo than the in t rover t . 

5S M.B. Davis, O.tf, Olarl**:* and E.J . Wawaa, *fho 
Blood Pressure Rasa**** to an i a r « a l i n « Antagonist as a 
Measure of '.utoaofilia Labil i ty*. British Journal of Parse,! «* 
t r y , Vol. 109, Ho. 461, p . 588-867. 

3$ H.J. fymeaok (3d*), Meadfrqok- ,of Abaorawl ?m®m» 
lo^y* ®o» Ct**. p . 10. 
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With respect to the Knuqalsy Personality Inventory 

the effect of response style remains an important problem 

despite lyaenok*s negative fin.lings by correlat ional aathoda. 

A lacst of l inear correlation suggesta that two different 

variables sr® being Bae«surad by the sheets employed, but i t 

Ioes not negate the poss ib i l i ty of some dependence of one 

variable on the other. 

Secondly with respect to the structure of £yaeaek*a 

oonstitutional dimensions the intriguing question ar ises as 

to whether or not they can be duplicated by response style 

dimensions, similarly unrelated to eaoh other, but dependent 

on constitution for their eventual development. 

These two problems; namely, the liaklng-up of 

genotypleally oriented dimensions with phenotypically 

oriented dimensions, and the i r relationship of dependence 

form the central issues of the present study. 
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Response s t y l e covers a va r i e ty of t o s t taking 

a t t i t u d e s which are thought to af fec t sys temat ica l ly the 

t o t a l score on a paper and penc i l t e s t , f o r purposes of d i s ­

cussion t h i s paper d i f f e r e n t i a t e s between response b ias and 

response s e t , the forsser r e f e r r i n g to the degree of s»ord 

assoc ia t ion co'auunallty ©ad the l a t t e r to the decree of 

agreeing '-endenoy or acquiescence. Bias ( the tendency to 

devia te ) and Set {the tendeasy to agree) have genera l ly 

wi th in the l a s t decade heeo&o reoogniaed ©s cons i s ten t f ace t s 

of p e r s o n a l i t y , i . e . expressions of ' p e r sona l i t y s t y l e * . 

Despite so&e holdouts a kinship with pe r sona l i ty va r i ab les 

I s now asaa&ed, but the ln.ti&acy of the r e l a t i o n s h i p s as 

well as the psychological moaning of spec i f i c response s t y l e s 

i s s t i l l a &oot p o i n t , to say the l e a s t . 

Aside fro® an a t taup t to examine such a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between o o o s t l t u t l o s a l and response s t y l e Variables t h i s 

study la a l so concerned with exploring ®n i n i t i a l p o s s i b i l i t y 

of a response s t y l e friifitework composed of two unrelated 

distensions s imi la r to to* *.yasttOkla& s t r u c t u r e . I t appears 

a t t h i s time t h a t bias and s a t offer such a p o s s i b i l i t y . 
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1 . Response Bias : ?>ord Association Co&amnai i t y . 

i 

According to Berg human responsoa in r e l a t i v e l y 

unst ructured s i t u a t i o n s may reveal hi* see which represent 

a oar^ed departure from, what .ould be e*p«ot;ed on the b s s l a 

of chance: th ree out of four turn to the r i g h t isnen en te r ing 

a bu i ld ing , four out of f ive ca.ll heads when toss ing co ins , 

aos t people s e l e c t three in the s e r i e s , 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , or B 

ia *, B, C, B. 

As a r e s u l t of these observations and h i s own 
g 

experimentat ion. Berg proposed a general p r inc ip le which he 

termed the devia t ion hypothes is . He su? -ested the t r e s ­

ponses t o * ambiguous* t&slcs ®re non r&adoea and tha t people 

who tend to dev i - t e in one s i t u a t i o n ere l i k e l y to devia te 

i a o t h e r s . While t a i s p r inc ip le ignores the d i r ec t i on of 

the devia t ion i t suggests that an 'excessive* frequency of 

i d iosync ra t i c responses may be Indica t ive of aoae general 

tendency to abnormality and perhaps even of abnormality 

i t s e l f . That i s , I t may be s&pected tha t the s t a t i s t i c a l 

dev ia t ion p a r a l l e l s a c l i n i c a l devia t ion as wal l . 

1 XrolA A. Berg, "ftsa./oaaa ftl^s and Personal i ty* The 
r a v i a t i o n Hypothesis'*, Joit^aal of Payoapjipffi. Vol. 40 , So. 1 , 
Ju ly IPSO, p . 61-72. 

S I . A . Berg and V/,/-. Hunt, fh® Perceptual Heaotloa. 
Tes t . Sv&aeton, I l l i n o i s , 1949. (not aval lablsT" 

http://ca.ll
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Such a deviation hiaa bean explored systematically 
35 with word association tests since Kent and Roa&aoff ®om~ 

pilad their l i s t of on* hundred stimulus words and their 

popular response*. Thay found tkat abnormal *tt*j*st* gave 

a far larger number of idioayacratio responses and fewer 

cocsaon responses than moriwls. The standardisation of 

ao£&oa roapoaae associates undertaken %j £eat aad Roaanoff 

has survived to th i s day with only minor sodifio&tion.* 

l a this respect the s t a b i l i t y of the instrument la 

lopresslve. fuxt'mrmm the oo&parlsoaa between noma! aad 

abnormal groups resulted in the empirical datermination of a 

easting point of th i r ty per coat or j&ora of l&losyaoratio 
g g » 

responses being ea&raoterlatle of abnormal groups. * * 

3 Oreo* E. Xsa,t and A*y« ioaanoff, WA Study of Asa©-
elation In Insanity*, **f j l *.<!jMWktit ^j/WM^Mlt • o l . S?, 
Bo. 1 , July 1910, p . 37-W; m i Ostobsr 1M.0, p . i t ? ~ r ' 

4 y .y . y*akia» aad W#£. l a s s o l l , *Syateasatie Changes 
i a Word Association forma* 1910-l*8t*, Journal ox; Abnoriaal 
and Social Psychology. ?o l . «0, Wo. 5 , May ISftO, p . &93-304, 

5 Stent and Eoaaaoff, ftp, r flit.. p . 517. 

6 1 . Lehman and 1 . Darken, J r . , fas Idt t inistrst ion, 
Scoring and percenti le Standard!nation of the Vurdun Pro-
4eotlv* Battery*, j ^ s j l a n Journal of Psychology. Vol. ? , 
Ho. 2 , Juno i«63, p . W-fiO. 

? *. Si&al* tta* .Tardea. A»s*o;UU*tt U s t t f Standar­
dised Four.^a*ayf .MpaalnM .fast, aapttbllahed Ph.D.' t h e s i s . 
University of Montreal, 1956. 
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The l a t t e r authors as lee ted twenty neu t r a l stimulus words 

from the ftsnt-Boaaaoff l i s t «>ad found tha t they r e a d i l y d i s* 

tia&uisaed between normal and hosp i t a l popula t ions . 

A number of authors have etfesapted to r e l a t e these 

r e s u l t s with & general uh«ory of genesis 01 a s soc i a t i on aa 

wall as abor t ion of the assoc ia t ion process . In a lengthy 

&ad scho la r ly paper ^ad an extensive review of the l i t e r a * 

tura JPlavali aad <,r#guh*^ discuss the eoaoept of adorogenesle , 

the s e r i e s of events prseamed to occur in the course of a 

s ing le br ief conceptual or perceptual a c t . The Implication 

of t a l s d iscuss ion with respect to aord assoc ia t ion i s ob­

v ious , par t icule t r ly since much of the evidence r e s t s on 

experimentation i a word assoc ia t ion by Hapaaort, Sch t lde r , 

and Werner t o aemm a few.® 

I t 1® postulated tha t aorts&l assoc ia t ive p r o c e e d s 

pass through; s t : ^«s of s e t , s t l u i l a t i o o , ana lys is of stimu­

l u s , sya thes ia ^n the b©si» of a spee i f l c a a a l y t i c component, 

a l l under condit ions of dr ives and a#eds. In s h o r t , assoc ia ­

t ion i a a developmental process leading to a v r e a l i s t i c * 

s o l u t i o n , unless orgaals&ie condit ions abort t h i s process 

so***h*rs along the *ay. This includes assoc ia t ion going 

8 J .f l . F l a v s i l aad J . D r a i n s , "A Mlorogasatls 
Approach t o Perception and Thought**, ?*yo,h,olo.fl;ia*l. Bullet in« 
To l . 54 , Ho. 3 , ! • » ? , p . 1«7~SX7. 

o iiuot^d in r i a v a i i ®ad Braguno, o.p. P i t . , p . aos , 
204, EOS, 810. 
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astray oftar the analysis of the stimulus components where 

the response bears l i t t l a If any relat ionship to the 

et laulua word, as well a* sueh obviously iaooiapletad Im&a-

ture aaaoclations li l ts along and perseveration. 

Gonsiioring lyaaaoM'e postulate of cor t ica l inhib i ­

t ion sosae relat ionship ba leen ext-raversion and word aseooia­

t ion cossauaallfcy any bo ojspeotad. Inhibi t ion of processes 

related to in ternal prompting* a®& consequent l imita t ion of 

interference with analytic and synthetic devolopaent of the 

aasoeiatlon should resul t in 8pu#&f response « i th a popular 

associate , *a roa l l s t l o solution*, rather than an idlosym-

ar&tlc one. On to* other hand, th i s *xp*otatloii la com­

plicated by the supposition that the ^xtravert has boon leaa 

T%m§& to le&ra the common aaeooi&tes, and f inal ly th i s may 

be overshadowed by the strength of the in ternal promptings 

or the aaurotlo drive l a v e l . 

In view of t h i s and the liscuesion of const i tut ional 

variables l a the previous chapter i t may be expected that 

neurotieiam wil l bring out the differences betiseaa i n t ro ­

vert* and ©xtravarts with rospaot to the cosamuaality of 

the i r associativa responses* 9fed*r equal conditions of drive 

oxtraverta should tend leas towards aosMttoallty than in t ro ­

ve r t s . A group of speedy ex ̂ a v e r t s , however, should show 

greater aomaaall ty than alow in t rover t s . On the bas i s , 

how«v@r, that kifjunr drive l*v«l should generally present as 
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orgaaiw&ia interference with &ha associative process i t 

would be expected that aeurotia subjects %ili show l*a* 

oca&unnlity than stable aubj^ots. Xt may also be postu­

lated taat the inherently neurotic aabjt&ot, because of 

dis tor t ions in perception, has less of a chance to develop 

tha 'rasliefcle* solution oa word association tasks or i a a 

response style vshioh depend* oa general conformity l a 

thought processes. 

the effect of anxiety on word association has beam 

Investigated by a number of authors using normal groups. 

Saxaaoa found lo*»«r eoaesuaallty aanm; high a&xloty sub­

ject* par t icular ly when ts«y ware confronted «i tk threaten­

ing ins t ruct ions . G& tas other baud, 2enf***^ failed to 

find a significant relationship between %h» Taylor Manifest 

Aa^iaty Seal® aad »oid association eof&aua&llfcy although his 

data show consistent direction a t six levels of doorsaslas 

probabili ty of association competition,, i . e . low anxiety 

s u b l e t s showed coat is tant ly greater eomaaal l ty as tha 

probabi l i ty for eosspetitive associations decreased. 

10 I.G. Sarasoa* *8«latl*j>*alpa of Measures of 
Anxiety aad Kxperi*«ntal Xascmetlofts to *ord Association 
fas t Pe r fo ra t a*" , f i p l . t f , .AMffipMLJMItt, .gP<?M ^W^Wtlm.* 
Yol. 89, Ho. 1 , July Xm, p . 57-427 

11 y.H. Xlsftfor, ""Word Aseooiation and the f&rive 
lypotbeaia of Anxiety**, ffoumal of ..Clinical .qflyoaojtafly, > 
Yol. 16, l a . a, April l»50» p . a'00-fi04. 
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t i ta . rospsot to pressor*, i . e . H a l t i n g the t las 

allowed for production of associat ions, Jenkins aad 

KuissU, 1 8 Norton, *JLii*#18 *»< Sahlosber^ 4 foua* that 

pressure tends 'to iaarsu** t&* sodusuaality soars as aostraot 

responses ore replaced ay aore superficial concepts. I t 

aoulA see* therefore th&t u&t&r speed condition* a word 

association, taat eoopo*** &aluiy of aeutral v*r&* would 

avoid the off tot of r^lafei** fc&s&ed on dsfume* necn&alsias 

or in te l l ec tua l aopUsticat ion and yet 41ffor*&Uat« aaoag 

&sfeociative maturities inflame** by neurotio drive &nd 

exlravsr*ie&. 

£hs axtr&vert weald be exsected to show less eoa~ 

&uaality teeau** cf &renl#r inclination toward* ahwrtioc. of 

associative eja«ly»la~*y&tli.**ls m wall as for reasons of 

k4vla# bam less eoadlti&a*a *ltfe ratpect to tom^on res -

?&&*•«. Th* l a t r u r a r t , i-sving uMergoae acre conditioaimg, 

«oald s!io» graatav oc&jtuoality. The factor of neurotic 

drive would be *xi.&ot*d« fiowawer, to take praoedotio* und«r 

speed conditions wn*a tendency to^ rds ocmunallty In both 

1£ JoaklA* aad Itesawll, .Cig,, »iit . , p . &G£. 

1$ D.k* 'dortoft, B. Mario**, and B.P. Cxvwaa, «H» 
Iff act of lasLruatlojud Set m& Staed for Social App roval 
©a Coa»uaality of bord Aaaoolatlott H**pOB**B* , ffourjial of 

m^^m&, „mm»mmmm> •<*. •*» *>. i, s i r , 
14 K«g. ftoodwortk Mid B. uoaxe*v*r<t» BxnajpjjMMital 

y*moAlg;> *«* *•**. ^1^* aiasaart and Winaloa, IWlTp. 94. 
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ex t r ave r t and i n t r o v e r t should b<s aqual iaed, because the 

ex t r ave r t i s expected to be iasa affected by p ressu re . 

8 . tendency to %r«e ; Acquiescence. 

Xt should be pointed out tha t t h i s reaoonse s t y l e 

I s not c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of an a®rs*abl* or a compliant pe r ­

s o n a l i t y ; the ava i l ab le evidence Ind ica tes thnt in* opposite 

may be t r u e . 

l a a review of the recen t l i t e r a t u r e on persona l i ty 

s t r u c t u r e , Ch r i s t i e and Liadauer*"8 s u r e s t t ha t ; 

I t appears p laus ib le tha t response tendencies 
stay have as much ( i f &©t aore) to do with persona­
l i t y s t r u c t u r e than the content of many widely 
used sea las .14 

A l o e l e a l extension of t h i s view «oal4 requ i re that valid 

pe r sona l i t y Inventor ies need to be so constructed &s t o 

e l i c i t response tendencies r a the r than attempt to avoid 

the®. I 'his ,x.ay hold t rue %here mainly navironaental ly d e t r ­

ained t r a i t s are under lave®feigntion, i f i t esay be assuoed 

tsutt response ttmianoiea are acquired i a the process of 

oreahioalo->*BViroaaftntal-d*v*lopa*ntal i n t e r a c t i o n . 

The response tendanoy of acquiesces©* Is somewhat 

d i f f e ren t from the response b ias e l i c i t e d by the word 

IS 1 . O&risti* and f lor in** M&dauor, "Personality 
s t ruc tu re"» Anau»4,.tt*v:l*.w of:,;frypboj,ofy» Vol. 14 , l « 6 3 , 
p . &01-890. 

16 I b i d . , p . i a* . 



association t e s t . Tas l a t t e r i s co&carnod with interfere 

enee with or abortion of the associative processes as d*~ 

aonsirated by deviation from coaaauaality, while the f o r w r 

focuses oa a consistent sat on an agreement-disagreement 

continuum ©a the basis of a general habit pattern for .basi­

l ing s t imul i , where cogni&lve processes are expected to 

play a lessor part thaa in word association. Xt i s pcssl&l* 

that some a l a i aa l relationship exists between the two res ­

ponse stylea In that,for ex&mpl*, the is&cuisivity of the 

agreer say influence his associative responses. The s t ruc­

ture and rationale of the word association tes t and the 

asree^ent &est &re, however, sufi i d e a l l y different so that 

only a slnl&sl relationship between decrees of ©ofasauaality 

and acquiescence la to be expected. The two therefore 

should represent two essent ial ly unrelated s tyle dimensions. 

Agreement tendency i s defined, as ©redileetioa for 

' t r u e ' on a true and ta la* t e s t *lt& l i t si© if any r e ^ r d 

for the content of the I t s * . This observation moved 
17 

Croabaeo to postulate that *a response set i s a habit 

which causes ta* s u b l e t to earn a different score from what 

he would earn if the sao* i t as* were presented In a different 

f o r a w . i e In another a r t i a l s , Sroabaoh l i s t s a variety of 

1? L.f. QroAbash, '?.as*ntlals of "ayonolo l o s l Tastlag. 
Hew Tork, Harper and Bra t s a r s , 1049, xi i i -475 p . 

I® lbid., p . &0« 
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response se ts and ««®lud#* that they are s tab le , worJe 

consistently ia the s a ^ 41 recti on, and can thar«foro affoot 

t e s t r a l i a b i l l t y and v a l i d l y . This aad a l a t e r a r t i c l e 

by Crenbcch20 stimulated sys temt ia research l a the area 

of respoaae s a t e , a* on* of to* stylos of expression of 

personali ty, l a a review of t h i s reaearah, Jackson aad 

Iteaaiek21 sag&oat f i r s t of a l l t aa t i 

( . . . ) for certain purpose* in personality 
assessment opportuni*.ies for the expression of 
personal modes for responding should ba enhanced 
and capitalized upon rather thaa considered as 
sources of error to be avoided or aiiniaized.22 

They a r« , however, unabl* to arrive at a daf ia l t* aoaelasloa 

with respect to to* offeat of i t ** ooutent aad eoafia* 

themselves therefore to %M further suggestion that soasis-

teney of content above and beyond the eoaponent of s ty le 

seems possible and rafuiroa further explorat ion. 8 3 Their 

discussion mmy be Interpreted as suggesting ttiat both 

I t i*«r. Oroab***, *la«poBae H*te sad fast Y*ilal ty t t , 

ZQ » • — • » • , '•furfchar Ividane* oa Eeapoaaa S*ts 

ia Peraaamlity i a a e s s i a a a t ^ , J ^ ^ q ^ m ) . Bny,s,Ufr,» Vol. M, 
l i f t , p . 

SI U»M* fasfcsoa and S. M*ssio*% "Content and @tyl* 
>a*llly Assessment**, V 

»*• 4 , July 1958, p . ft4»<*l8s. 

MXMsV. >. **%• 
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eoatant and s tyle era l ikely to affoot to* f ina l seora, bat 

the probl*® l i e s i a an aeeurafc* censure of tfa* extant of 

Uwir «ff*«ts . Aa atfe*«pt to e l i c i t r*»foa«* atyi* with 

asaalagi«es mater ial , however, would be analogous to 

oxpaotlag a paraoa to ooi&e to grips with s i s aaviroaaaat 

when blindfolded in a dark aad aspty zoo*. 

G neeraed with personality theory and assessment, 
£4 Couch and Koalston i a an extensive iavee 6l#stlfs* l a l slated 

systematic exploration of the psyehologiaal determinants 

of the tendency to agree. In view of the *r i*ata t l«* of 

the present study aa a l i n t between t**o«y»l**l and plume* 

typical sfeavattarlsUa* the Couch and toaistoa study la a 

©ruelal stop ia th is d l rea t ioa . Xa their owa word*! 

T&e batio hypotheel* of th i s study !• that 
rospoos* set i s a aaalfestat loa of a 4**p*«eated 
personality syndrom* - whoa* aadarlyias; detar* 
adaamts aartm to explain the pheaotypleal ph*ao« 
aeaoa of •aaaaleaeanc*1 or »a®reesaent*,&o 

In th is endeavour both s t a t i s t i c a l and ol la loal tsathods were 

combined to enrich th* aaaeriaal resu l t s with atolar psycho­

logical sMtanla&s about personality dyaaale*. Comparisons 

with th* £§S# SlMftU. •** ffhura^on* seal** lad tha aathors 

to ooaelud* that the ^reeatftnt* dlossaioB «or*«*&*ad«« to 

14 A. Ooaoh aad X. Eomisioa, #T**say*r* and ftftjr**y*r*i 
Agrsaio*; 8**poa** Set aa a Personality ?®riabl»w, Journal 
o f ^ m ^ ^ ^ i M , . y * i # w i * w » *"®i* *>» lo. a, tarsT 



RXoPCM&I fiTTl* YAEXAK.1S Zt 

•j&ot&onal isipulaivlty versus in te l l ec tua l control , which was 

related to Ch* *dlsagr**a*&t' dimension,80' This Investiga­

t ion l a the questionnaire reelsn produced the following 

unified consistent plotura of personality character is t ics 

dif ferent ia t ing between 'agrw*rft' and *diaagre*rs f . f 

A. Personality Characterist ics of Arrearsi 
1) id-dominated, with l i t A* coiiaera about 

Integratad control of their Impulses; 
11) express t te tse lve* freely and quicklyj 

111) few secondary process®© intervene ******* 
underlying wi*& aad overt behavioural 
response; 

lv) dssir* end search for «aotloasl sti&uletl on 
aad excitement} 

v) l l t t l * tolerance sor delay in g ra t i f i ca t ion , 
is»*diut* reduction Is sought for any ten­
sion taat any IMV* ariseaj 

vi) stimulus acceptance, l.*« pervasive readiness 
to respond affirmatively or yield will ingly 
to hot*. lanar an* outer forces deimndlag 
expression. 

B. Personality Charaote Fis t ic a of Disagree ret 
l ) impulses *r« *a*a a* threats to s t ab i l i t y 

aad roquira control; 

11) strong secondary proaa*s*s to r a t a l* 
balance between emotionally iapulslv* and 
valua-aaintaialag forces. Impulses undergo 
a aeries of ^elay*» eensorehlpa, aad tran*-
fo iwt ions before they are ©emitted 
expression} 

i n . n w — . m i n i m i . 

26 Couch and **•*!• to*, % f . 0,11,. p . 1@§» 

®f WA*» P> idS, 164, 
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i l l ) lnt*ll««tuAl or ientat ion, ra t ional appro®®©, 
doaial M«ahaaisafit fc*n4*n*y to exoasalv* 
lahlbitiosaj 

iv) atlas!*.* r*j**ttoa, i . e . pervasive uawill-
ia^nejaa to respond to isspulalve or 
enviroMiental for ©a*. 

Ta* above descriptions mmm to aofito Mrtwrt in f lu ­

enced by c l in ical iafeuitioa rather tham s t r i c t a«d **«rll* 

Interpreta t ion of oorrelations alona, I t do*e tfee® evident, 

however, tb#-t t*« 41*r«oto*gr i a eteraotariisaa by opposing 

personali ty t sx i t s wt&ioh osaifoat tr*u*alve* oaittly a* 

iiapalsivity v>r»u* control . Furthermore, th i s l ike ly holds 

aoasiataatly vih<H$>Mr the person i s engaged in answering 

a questionnaire, aeleotlon of ocoy.ption, or t a te raa t i ea with. 

othar people. 

A f ina l small mmple of twenty-one sabjeot* pa r t i * 

elpataa l a an iat^&nive a l i a i ** ! *tudy t wfclo-t supported %km 

siain l i a a s of th# hyp#t^*«ised paraonallty syadroiss*^® 

Tha rsnultn «&§#§«* mlm that aaay other res poms* 

sots aay in \mm lm^ «lao b* «n**lf***stio»* of the a « * 

paraoaali ty *yniroM* t*pp*d by the Oyera.ilLl ,^*r**ai**t, acal* . 

standardised by Ooush an*! Xta!******** ana diff^ra^caa **tw**m 

th* various &««sure» aay in part b* function of coateat . 

This would account, for axampl*, for tho relat ionship batwoaa 

m ©^uoli «*4 I^aistom* ftp, Q£t.. p . I aa - I4 t . 

http://ocoy.pt
http://Oyera.il


i&ispoiKis &rtu& YAW-IBX.:^ £© 

•ooraa on ihe ftyaraJA ,Mf QM,*M ,U*i5> awS 3*>ar4*» g^AA 

Ee&irablllty Seal* «nd consequent at teapta by each author 

to show thfct his scale was the v&lid aeasux* of the vcri&bl* 

uader discussion. Pa&aa 178 to 1©S of the J»nu<jry 1961 

Issue of the Jo^*A,,,ftf ,A^offi*A.,m4, ^<M*A MlMSiMM, **• 

turned ov.a to the dispute between the two groups with, th* 

majority of vyrbiag* contributed by the social ly 

des i rable . S 1 , 5 a , S * * S 4 I t may b© that the other rfesaarehera 

were aroused by fr«adiaa orientation i a vaeorizinb, about th* 

developmental dynamics of aeauieseeno«.33 

The evidence l a the Couch and Sealsto* paper do**© 

not provid* proof of th* * t o i l e t training* origin, ©f th* 

response sot nor i s i t seant to do so, The pay croons ly t io 

approach merely serve* t o s t i au la t* speculation. 

m A.L. £«»«**•, Thy gftajal Desirabili ty Variable la 
Personali ty A*â **s*>a«t. .**« Ji*,»**jfta> ffew Yerfc. Drydsa. l$o7. 

£1 J.B* faylor, "The Taaaayer aad Social Desirabi­
l i t y t A Goaaeat on th* Couch and SCaaiston Paper**, Journal of 
Abnormal and BMl»l..gaytfhpioay,« Yol. eg, No. 1 , January 
1931, p . 178. 

32 A.L* ?4w*rds and J.H. t a lke r , "A Hot* oa too 
Couch and Eeaiston tt*»sur* of igresmast Response s*t", 
Journal of Abaorautl and Social ^sycholofty. Yol. fig, Ho. I , 
January I f d l , p . 175-174. 

33 A. Oouoh and K. JCealstoa, " f r ee ing Response Set 
aad Social Desirability** * Journal of Abnormal and Social 
Payoaolofty. Yol. 68, 8*. 1* January 1981, f« 178-179* 

34 4*1, 28»ard* aad X,B. Walker, M$oolal Osslrabil l ty 
ajad &&?s€aeat &s*po&** o*8n, Jouynal .of Abnormal and Social 
FByoholoKV. Yol. 8&» Mo. 1 , January"1961, p . 180-168• 

88 a©uch and Kaalatoa, StiUuSAJk** P» 171, ***• 
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Xt la the contentIon of th* present study, however, 

that the origin of response set is found ia constitutional 

determinants related to the interaction between neurotic 

drive and extraveraloa. 

Other authors have also attsaptel to provide &»*ala$ 

for the response set of acquiescence, although not quit* so 

extensively as Couch end Jtanistoa. K*£*a, however, respond* 

excessively negatively to the wool* issue aad questions the 
26 «$7 

existence of & e*nsist**t response sot of acoalescence. * 

0*1*8 unstructured as well as l ess ambiguous s i tuat ions he 

failed to find high correlations India;t ing th* operation 

of a pervasive sat* Xt would appear that he overlooked at 

l eas t two points l a his argaaaat. f i r s t l y , low correla t ions , 

as long aa they a r t s i f a l f l ean t , also hint at th* operation 

of a eosKsoa fac to r | aad s***3taly, i a *xtre**ly varied s i t ua ­

tion* i t ahettlQ be shee ted sad shown that responses depend 

on a ooiaaon factor ravb^r thaa vary together, i . e . a hypo­

thesis of dapsndwhQ* rather than oovarisa** ehonll b* 

postulated. 

88 B.JU MoOea, "th* Relationship between iaspons* 
8tyl* and fersoaal l ty Yarl&»leaw» Journal of Abnormal end 
Social Payqaolo&y. Yol. 44, Ho. 5 , Mavvh 1968, p . S8$-&» 

W ™ - » * . « , *&»**o*»8 Style as a Personality 
YaylattUi fir **** vrlt#rioaf*% E 6 / * J M I O ^ O » A Bull»tfl*,. 
Y*l. 891 Ho. 4» July 1988, p . 864*898• 
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Xt should perhaps be pointed out tore tha t inasmuch 

as Cronbaoh, for example, drew a t t e n t i o n to the effect of 

s t y l e on conten t , a trend developed to assume tha t content 

could be eliminated e n t i r e l y , i t would appear, however, 

tha t va l id assessment and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n as well as design 

of t e s t s or research s t i l l has to take content Into consi­

dera t ion as i t e l i c i t s s t y l e . Xt i s unl ikely t ha t s t y l e can 

be manifested in a vacuus, and when tae experimental s i t u a ­

t ion oecomes excessively unstructured I t i s analogous t o 

st imulus depr ivat ion r a the r than t o st imulus-response 

t e s t i n g . That d i f i i c u l t and ambiguous items e l i c i t response 

se t has been amply demonstrated by Bants , Oage, a t a l . 

i a a d d i t i o n , Messldt and Jackson*0 found c lear evidence th&t 

acquiescence plays a dominant r o l e in pe r sona l i ty Inventor ies 

Hit* th* M&F1. S l l i o t t 4 1 fu r ther demonstrated In t e rac t ion 

36 T . J . B&nta, "Social a t t i tudes and response s t y l e s " , 
Educational UD£ Psycholo^lOal Measurement. Yol. 2 1 , Bo. 3 , 
Autumn 1961, p . 543-ob7. 

39 &.L. uaRti, G.S. Leavi l t and tf.O. Stone, "The 
Psychological Meaning of Acquiescence Set for *u thor i t a r l au­
la®" » Journal of .bnoraal and soc ia l "syeholoRy. Yol. 55 , 
1957, p . 98-103. 

40 8, ?4e£8iek and 1 .8 . Jackson, "Acquiescence and the 
r e c t o r i a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the » P I " , Psychological B u l l e t i n . 
Yol. 38, 8o . 4 , July 1961 , p . 499-504. 

41 Lois L. l l l l o t t , " I f f a c t s of i t e a Oonatruotioa 
and Respondent Aptitude on Response Acquiescence", f££ujsg,~ 
t ional . ^nd ""svoftolorlcal Measurement. Yol. 8 1 , Ho. 2 , 
Sussiaer 1961, p . 40&-418, 
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between Item content , item format, and i n t e l l e c t u a l a p t i -

~AX&* (somewhat re la ted t o ttJtperientlal bae&grouna) in 

a r r i v i n g a t an acquiescence score . This seaas to lend 

fur ther support to the view of th* influeaoe of 

environmental-ooastifeutioasl I n t e r a c t l o a i n th© development 

Of the degree of acquiescence. 

A v a l i d a t i n g etudy of the C"u*h aad /Ceniston sca le 
j i g 

has been reported by Mahler on the bas i s of the c l i n i c a l 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of agreers versus noa*gr«*r*. Hypothesising 

that agreers wouli be aore $3 roup o r l ea t ed , the tendency to 

seek f r a t e r n i t y membership and gain eveatual aooeptanc* 

was predic ted on th* bas is of Overall \&r«ea»nt Heal* 

scores . The r e s u l t s In the s a i n beer out the hypothesis . 

fhe Overall fysres&e&t S e a l s , t he re fo re , may be con­

sidered a val id tmA r e l i a b l e aeasure of assess eat tendency, 

s t ab le over tifae and with an i n t e r n a l r e l i a b i l i t y of .85 

as well as s i g n i f i c a n t **r r« la t ioa* with hypothesised par -

s o a a l i t y f & c c r s ©a the otaar soc l e s . Moreover the t e s t 

can be wstpeeted to d i f f e r e n t i a t e between d i f fe r ing personal ­

i t y syndrom** which are l i k a l y to find expression on a 

coatlnuu* f ro* iajpulslvlty to control in r e l a t i o n with af fec t 

iwnwni—"nwiiir nr --r i • -r'H'nrmrr 

48 X. Mahler, "Yeastyars and Haysayers: r Val idat ing 
S t u d y ' , Journal of. /.bapratsl ft fed vpfflal "ay oho logy. Yol. 44, 
«*• 4 , i * e £ 7 f . &7-318 . ^ ^ 

4$ Couch and I s a i s t o a , Qpf P i t . . p . 154, 188, 109, 
172, 17$. 
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or «motloaal raapoasiveneas. On th is basis i t may be ax-

peated that th* impulsive wi l l appear as a social extravert 

while the controlled wi l l b* Judged by others to bo 

socially introverted. Xt i a , however, also possible that 

the act ion of aeurotio drive &ay Influence the d*v*lop***t 

of lapuls ivi ty i a eoabijaaiioa with axtraversioa. 

Xf neurotic drive i s a arive for action pr iaar l ly 

then i t may follow that a high drive subject wi l l seels: out 

stimuli both internal ly ana externally so that h« laay b« 

ia a posit ion to react aad rel ieve t&w drive. Xa that ease 

he aay appear to be aa exferavert to an outside observer. 

On the other hand, he may, through th* process of repeated 

g ra t i f i ca t ion , acquire th* habit of th* agreeing reapona* 

s ty lo , a&viag been conditioned to seek and accept s t imul i , 

fcnwiag experienced r^$r#at«t g ra t i f i sa t ioa In th i s process, 

he now may be considered a* Increasingly ready to aeoopt 

eosdi t ieaisg. On tb ls basis the freely *xpr*s*iw* agreor 

poses l e s s of a threat to a gr**P and would be .ore s&slly 

accepted, since he le l ikely a bet ter subject for condi­

tioning ia aooor&sao* with group at&n$ar$a, 

Xt follows then that rsspons* oat Is also an Indica­

t ion of the degree of gra t i f ica t ion experienced ia ooadl-

t ioning, thereby modifying consti tut ional conditioning; 

readiness with th* rtadlaoas l*buo4 by l i f e experience, 

Phanotyplcal lapals iv l ty therefore would not corral&ta 
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limearly with constitutionally endowed variables, but th* 

formation of the trait would depend on the position of 

the subject on ta* constitutional continuum. 
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KYPOTHK31S 

fa* foregoing chapters hav* indicated that the 

Mftuaaloy ^*y*o**llTy W ^ o r y l» * **^l& •*« re l iab le 

Instrument for alvlainft populations along th* axaa of 

gtabl l l ty- ieurot lclam aa wall aa Xatrov^raon-?:xfcrave*slon, 

and that tnese aalagorlea a r t const i tut ional ly oriented. 

Xt hmm &l*o been shown that Word Association as* th* Overall 

Agreement Seal* can b* expeotad to sijallarly diaaotoalz* 

botweaa o©83»uaality~aaviatioa, a* woll as between eoatrol-

i*pul*ivi ty, and that <&••# cat*n*rl*s &r* oriented towards 

respona* s tyle and ultimately towards phenotypical charac­

t e r i s t i c * of th* personality, fnes* instruments *ay 

therefor* be employed to teat a rwl&tloasaip of SepeMfctic© 

of response stylo variable* on consti tutional personality 

variable*, i t has «is© beam pointed out that dap******* 

rather than correlation i s to be expected aad tas ted, &•-

caus* th* tes ta ******* different variable* ana no other 

basis factor aside fro* t**»* variables I s expeated to la* 

flu**** the score* on taws* testa to a algulfIaunt degree. 

On the basis of the discussion of the previous 

chapter* i t Is expected tha t , in the isala, the development 

of response bias aa mamlfaatad in word association la ispen-

aeat on inherited softsfcltutio**! atturotlois*, while impulsive 
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*xpr*s*sio& of internal and external promptings as **j&if**t*8 

by agreement set i s **l*ly &*p**A«*t on consti tutional 

exlrav®rsica. Xt i s , in short , expected that lyseneklaa 

dimensions o« r*fl**««d i a response s tyle dimensions la a 

dependent re la t ionship . 

Since dependence ra taar than correlation Is being 

atrosaed la th i s study th* predictions are based on ax* 

pasted frequencies in a «*aU**;*a*y tab le , composed of four 

consti tut ional categories against four response style 

categories. Consequently th* sixteen cel ls represent a l l 

possible oo*blnations between th* constitutional quadrants 

and she rospoas* s tyle quadrants which ..re formed by ortho­

gonal dl**tt*loaa of the variable* of each c lass . 

This type of d**i8ft sakes i t possible to tos t a 

largo variety at hypota**«* with respect to relat ionship ©f 

4ep*adan*« 1* both d i l a t i o n s . For sxaapXog Coasti tat ioaal 

extroverts have a high*r ape»d-ov®r-aecura*y ration there­

for* they should atiopt a* impulsive response s ty le . 0a th* 

other head, l*pal*ivea fra»ly admit the i r sy*ste«* to them­

selves aad others , aa& therefor* should obtain high neuro­

t i c a scores oa the ^ap#H*y ^er.aoaal^y, *f*W*CT» *»«/ 

stould obtain this not Jawt because th*y u t i l i s e an impul­

sive response s ty lo , but also b®mum they are t e l l i ng the 

t r u t h . 0* th* other b t M , people with a high aeurotlo arlve 
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aay tend to adopt an ijspulalv* rp?»9oasc style because of 

the need to discharge this dr ive, 

tor the mk® Of c lar i ty anO. unity, ijowavar, only 

one axi* ftypostasis can be cboaen for tale a lady aai th is 

depends on th* basslc p'»staiat*8 whloh gave r i se to th* 

present studyi On the a»*u*/tlaA fcaat personality 1* *oul€ed 

fro* without y>ad fro* aifcain, i . e . i t a*v*lops out of th* 

intoraction 8*two** owaatlt&tlaaal en&ows&aat aad snviroa-

*4*tal afc&ll***** i t Is postal*toA that rcipoa** s ty le la 

the unique parsorml /«y of coding with external mo* Inter­

nal s t i a u l i . 

Th* d l rea t io* aad aanaer of this coping is tafia* 

eaeaS by e driv* for efficlenoy ana integrat ion, i a short 

solf-real ls&tloa, so that i t aey bo exp®ete4 that re^toas* 

s ty le wil l 8* *aittfd rather taa* opposed to ooa*tit*tio* 

ia most in»t«»oa*. 

Tal* a*so* th&t m Individual *h* i s fby nature* 

l ab i le and reaot.lv* perforce develop* & »tyl* ch&raeteriass­

ay l*palsivl ty aactxdlat ^ &&*» 4*8?** of his neural 

sens i t iv i ty . 

The main experimental aypot&eai* for th i s study, 

therefore, s ta tes t.h..t r«*po*sa stylo la 4*p*ad**t on 

acnatna t iona l var iables . 

Tim apotiflo s t a t i s t i c a l hypothesis, therefor®, la 

one of ls4*ps*d**e* »*t**«fi fcae four specific const! Ui t lmal 

http://reaot.lv*
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categories ana th® lour spoollift response s ty le categories, 

*n*r* «aeh category r**r*s*nUi a quadrant resul t ing fro* 

orthogonality of the variables , 

Dependence la aeflnea as a relationship bet%*##» 

d i s t inc t and sep&r&t* variable* which, hav* l i t t l e - if any 

factors in co**on, but which sre nff**t«d by each o ther ' s 

va r iab i l i ty systematically, f a l s type of relat ionship woula 

b* d**onstreted, for example, by an i r regular curvilinear 

correlat ion, laplying varying ia teract lon *ffoots. 



CHAPWH 1Y 

EXPERIMENTAL mhl<W 

1. Method. 

In order to test th* hypothesis of independence 

between constitutional «snd rospons© stylo variables, th* 

Mandaloy Personality Inventory, a short word association 

test, ana the Goueh and jCealsto* Overall Agreement Seel* 

wt-r* administered to 488 subject* la booklet form. 

fhe Sf&e.gal»y Personality Inventory has bessn discussed 

at some length in the first chapter and requires no further 

elaboration h«T9, The Overall .&«r*eft*at .̂ ô le has also boon 

dealt with extensively In the second part of the second 

chapter. Th* word sssosiation teat, however, requires 

further discussion. 

According to the pr*viou*ly quoted literature, word 

association eojmunality scores say be affected by previous 

conditioning, age, intelligence, test taxing attitude, atmos­

phere of presentation and by th* stimulus vtorde theaaelvea. 

In an effort to reduce the effect of thr<se &B& possible other 

variables, while still attempting to preserve taeir discria-

inating power between high and low neurotic driv® subjects 

a special list of thirty-one neutral words was selected. 

Eleven word® were added to tn« twenty stimulus words used 
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by S iga i a t Verdun, s ince i t was not poss ib le to repeat h i* 

l i s t under the sa&e condit ions a&aln with the seme popula­

t i on a t the sa£» s i t t i n g as he has done i.n h is s tandard iza­

t i o n . All words came o r ig ina l l y fro© the Kjent-Rosaaoff 

l i s t , but the expected assoc ia te response frequency was d e ­

termined by the Minnesota 8&®&li I c a t i o n . The r a t i o of high 

response p robab i l i t y was maintained to miais lae e f f ec t s of 

eoapetiag a s s o c i a t i o n s . Th® r«itio of high opposite response 

expectancy wes s&aiatained to gdniedsie the ef fec t of i n t e l l i ­

gence aad my otner var iab le which «&ay i n t e r f e r e with the 

genesis of abs t r ac t responses . l*a« n e u t r a l i t y of the words 

was aa&intained to « i a i a i*e the ©fleet of spec i f ic i n d i v i d u a l , 

personal perceptual defense jaoehanls's.* or &nilety condi­

t ion ing r e l a t e d to spec i f i c words. The vas t authority ot the 

sample f e l l between the a$ea of seven tea* to t h i r t y , aiini-

icixins *b® e f f ec t of that v a r i a b l e . To maintain s tandar­

dised presen ta t ion for a l l groups und to M a l a i s e the effect* 

of poss ib le a u i i t o r y varl»ueXes, th* whole l i s t wus taped 

by a Cunadlan Broadcasting Oorpoi'atlon annouaaor with a 

c l ea r and p leas ing voice , for the s u u or uniformity, the 

i n s t r u c t i o n s were a lso taped. 

fo aaxij&l&a, however, thfa o f ' a c t of the neuro t i c 

dr ive va r iab le the sti/nuius words w*re 'v,ivea uador time 

p re s su re , %ita four second i n t e r v a l s bewson words. 
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fhe t e s t s »@r® combined in a booklet of uniform 

qua l i t y and udain ls ta red to groups of t r e a t y - f i v e to t h i r t y -

f ive a t a bia*« A s a t^ l* of the booklet w i l l be found l a 

ih* appendix. 

In si tuat ion® j*her* severa l groups were s l a t ed for 

t e s t i n g , the **ork *&s done as rapidly as possible to 

ainiial^e opportuni ty for ©o^ttunieation between those who 

were yet to t&fce the t&sts &ai those who had done the* 

a l ready . 

1o cvoid the e**r&eno* of sudden unforeseen problems 

i n adainl s t r a t i on of the t a s t s , thr<&* p i l o t s tmiias ««ere 

conducted, iiinee everything *s?ent a*oothly, however, with 

these groups they were inei&ded in the f i n a l a n a l y s i s . In 

addi t ion to the prel iminary In s t ruc t ions on the f i r s t page 

of the t e s t bookle t , the experimenter aadressed eaeh group 

Ifiu^e^latsly before the t e s t t o a l l a y any misapprehension* 

and ensure maximum coopers&ion. 

The aoro assoc ia t ion t ea t fc&s ad&inister^'i f i r s t 

t o each group and sub jec t s entered t h e i r responses in num­

bered and l ined spaces . .At the conclusion of t h i s t e s t , 

subjec ts %ere aaked to prooand a t the i r ©wa r a t e with the 

ra*al*d*r of the booklot* 
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£• Sample• 

The populat ion which p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h i s study 

consis ted of £09 men aad 416 women. Most of these war* 

student t eache r s , l a add i t i on , the male sa&pl* incluied 

tweaty-five seminarians, twenty-six c i v i l s e rvan t s , &oet 

of these » l t h engineering degrees , and t h i r t y - f i v e psycho­

logy s tuden t s . Of the woaea, t h i r t y - f o u r were psychology 

s tudents and the remainder were student t eachers , Their 

acsa ranged fro® seventeen t o f i f t y - f o u r , vdth a ©e&n age 

of SS.1 years and a median of 19.5 y e a r s . Th i r ty -e igh t 

war© over t h i r t y ye^rs of age, twelve were over f o r t y . 

In s h o r t , the sample consisted of profess ional* 

and esp i r ing profess iona ls who were f luent i n I n g l i s h and 

functioned s u f f i c i e n t l y wel l to have ell&bed a t l ea* t th* 

f i r s t rung of t h e i r career ambition. 
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Tha r e a u l t s -*,er© d*«lt with in three s t ages . F i r s t l y , 

the d i s t r i b u t i o n of e*ioh var iab le nad ho be consi4er«d t o 

i i l u a i n a t * the general ouar«,cterisx>ics of the experimental 

pwpul&tion as *%*ll as afford a bas i s for ca l cu la t ing a 

cu t t i ng point so tarn diou^toaoue categoxies couic be ir.ade 

ava i l ab le for the contingency t a b l e . Secondly, i n t e r c o r r e -

l a t i o n s between the vur iau les as well as teet-refcsst co r r e ­

l a t i o n s provided a ae&sure of r e l i a b i l i t y within t h i s study 

^nu a eosap^rison with other cons is ten t co r r e l a t i ons reported 

i n the l i t e i ^ t u r e . Th i rd ly , the ^aln hypothesis was t e s t ed 

^y a Cui-square ana lys i s of a contingency t a b l e . 

tSIae* no di f ferences were found betss&aa the sexes 

(see ta&le X), a l l sub jec ts were combined fur ca lcu la t ions 

of co r r e l a t i ons and ohi-square . Ousting po in t s were s e l e c ­

ted as Glo&e to ihi3 &eai&a &s possible to provide near ly 

equal proport ions for «*aeh dichotomy. Disproport ion, however, 

could not bo «svi.,i&*d in the -word aa«ooi&tlon d i s t i ibutlon 

ana, aa « r e s u l t , titty-eigiht per cant of the **«pl« f o i l 

aoove thu cu t t i ng po in t . 
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Table 1 . -

sea&s, t£tt**«rd Deviat ion*, aad Cutting j^olat*. 

Variable tttanaard 
Means deviat ion* Cutt ing 

*a ie f*!aai* tot&l mkl& female""total Point 

aord Association &1.8 *!•« 81.5 5.3$ 4.36 5.03 £1.5 

fceurotlcism &S.5 W . l 24.5 9.7© 9.51 9.59 £4.5 

Kxtravereioa £7.4 S7.9 87.7 9.7B 8.6S 9.31 28.5 

Overall Agresaent 
Seal* 58.5 5©.7 58.7 10.75 10.00 10.43 5S.5 

H of sample £09 413 625 £09 416 6£S 
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Table I I presenta normative dasta fro* other sources 

for Ueurotioisa, Fxtravarsioa, aad Agr***unt &e«ti* for pur-

poa*s of comparison with the duta of the present study. 

I t would appear fro* the comparisons that taa *ean 

score* of Canadian students are higher ta&n thoa* of Ameri­

can students or the fasl ieh aampx*. fas m®«m scores achieved 

1* tne present study are f a i r ly close to vaat of tne other 

Canadian aor&s. 

i t i s also aparent that the dis t r ibut ions of th* 

variables approach a normal curve with the exception of word 

association eor&aua&iity. *wr© the curve i s loptoeurt i* and 

the peak i s closer to the r ight aide of the curve. Xn short , 

the population ia crowded In the direct;!©* of aosasuaallty 

rather than deviation in the aaaple of this study. Sine* the 

cutt ing point® in the l i t s r u ure ar* also off-centra tula 

say not be the fuactioa of th* number of stimulus word* used* 

I t would appear that fch* t r a i t of com^unallty ia not normally 

distr ibuted whan a special effort la a&de to select a pre­

ponderance of neutral word*. Mother factor which guided the 

aeieotlo* tot t a le study way the acceapt to recta©* competition 

probabi l i ty of associativa response*, m a resul t I t seems 

that th* items wale* wore f inal ly selected do not d iser ia iaa t* 

sufficiently among the population of t h i s study. fh# ovidenc* 

subsists tfc* poss ib i l i ty taut th is iaetrujwat may gifttrea-

t l a t * b*tw#aa 'asar**!' uad *abaora*l* gyoups, but *** v i t a l * 
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T**i* 11.-

Veens sni r.tandara r-ev^ticns from the Literature, 

v&ri&bl* Mean 8.D. 831 ae of 
Group 

Source 

Heurotlcis* 19.89 11.02 1800 
BO.91 10.69 1500 
S3.08 fa.05 199 
£4.99 $.80 ?S5 

'xtroversion 84.91 
SB. 55 
So. ©6 
S3. SO 

9.71 
6. as 
9.08 
y » **& 

1600 
1500 
199 
2S& 

Agreement lio&le • .9 9 . 1 fc!9 
"*' *2L ZimrSE&SSei***! * 

queen's® 
Queen's0 

8y***ak* 
£yseaoicb 

^ueen*sc 

j e a n ' s 6 

Mahler* 
a s 

a Baal ish Sassole. M.J. Kyacnck, "The Di f fe ren t ia t ion 
flaiiestt .\oj"ial su&A Vurious Atmrotio GL*jupa on tuw sJau-.alay 
Persona l i ty inventory" , fflrltlsfe Journal of "syoholoqy. Vol .50, 
.*'-. £, uay lvi3w, p . 176. 

b A**rleaa s t u d e n t s , I b id . 
o Hue*nfs wu. versify s tudents - ld£>9, personal 

c o l o n i c * t i o a . 
d queen's Universi ty s tudents - 1961, personal 

oosaauni ca 11 on. 
a Aaarioaa swidont*, I . Mahler, "Teasuyara «md 

May?!-vers t A ¥©1 Ida t i n g tituay", Journal of /bnownal and 
siooiul / -ayohol^y, Vol. o4» Mo* 4 , 196s* p . 37. 
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aoraal groups aloaa as long aa oo**a*allty is ta* sol* 

**asar« of va r i ab i l i t y . 

tinder fc&ese oircoastanc^a, extra*;** scores ratlter 

tbaa diehoto®i*s any offer significant d i f ferea t la t ioaa . 

With respest to r e l i a b i l i t y , t e s t - r e t e s t correlation* 

*%?* determined by administer ins *H tes ta for « second t l** 

* i t a i a one eeefc. oeveaty-six auujojts of the totcl agg&ol* 

part icipated in t&ia lavas t l fa t lo* and t*a coeff icients , as 

anew* ia fable I I I are v»*il u l t a i a ta* e^oaptabl* range 

aad In agreement #itn resu l t s found in the l i t e r a t u r e . 

fa* next step Involved an examination of iatereorre~ 

la t ions bet***a a l l variables as presented in Table IV. 

l i t * %m ixaaptlon of tb* fi«a>MA*l*s of 'yes ' 

d&s^ors on ta* KFI a l l v&rl&i>i«s are at best only s i l en t ly 

related wit A eaan otaar l a terras of l inear correlat ion. 

Table It suggests taat groups such as war* employed ia this 

study snow taa following •inventory* o*araot*rlstlo*i 

1. lam aourotl* <p*oap on the lfi»l also a«s a al ight but 
significant taiaSenoy ia tne aireot i fn of In t ro -
version a* una Hoorotiolsa score* increased; 

2. Higher socraa on laurotials& a«4 Extroversion an 
tne HP1 t*n«S to b* s l ight ly but slg&lf 1 oestly r e ­
la ted to alg**r soor** on tno pJS; 

3 . Increasing «f* r#©uita l a s l ight ly aiga*r word 
association ooMftuaality, but a l e s se r tendenby to 
Ifaurotiol**, law^r ooor** on tic* oAS. «&d a l«e®r 
t>*n&»mf to answer •yea* on th© IfiEST 

4 . Ta* teaaa&oy to answer *y*s* on th© flf*g i s auob 
more highly ocM-roit fceu a l t * « hl^h score ©a $?#ur©~ 
tiol«m taa* a high score OH the OAS. 
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t ab le I I I . -

T**t-fc*t**t I t e l i a b l l l t y Coeff ic ients 
for 76 Subjects . 

Variables Coeff icients 

Worfi Association 

l . euro t ic iaa 

SxtioVe-rsion 

/ g i « o^-^snt & e u Its 

.91 

.66 

• t-'t 

.69 
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I n t e r c o m ! ^ 1>1®E Coeff ic ients fo r <d 
^•arl&biHS for 6£5 Subject*. 

ass SSIMPM u aw , •.rflts 
^urd 
^fasociatio*. 
Co*»ua*llty l en ro t i c i s i s vers ion 

Afree^est 
T*ftdur*oy 

Word ^sscc le t ion 

If euro t i e l s * 

•gx g ravers ! on 

A&reo&aat ¥ond*£*y 

3 # a - . I S * 

- . O S 

- .04 

. l l a -.14* 

. IS* 

pa 

Answers 
on an. 

.08 

. 1 5 a 

uMfii 

a Signif ice a t -it p * . 0 1 . 
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These r e s u l t s are in accordr.nee ,%ith the l i t e r a t u r e 

ann are fur ther su l f a s t i v* of th© r e l i a b i l i t i e s of the 

scores in the present s tudy. 

'irh* t e s t for the main hypothesis of t h i s study i s 

represen sea in fable V mith a obi-square of 73.S and a 

coef f ic ien t of contingency Of • $&• Since a t 9 degrees of 

f resdo* and p * ,001 the oat~sa.tte.re » S7.80, the r e s u l t s 

are highly s ign i f i can t and the n u l l hypothesis of indepen­

dence can be re jec ted with c e r t a i n t y . 

llso fur ther r e s u l t s are worth mentioning fo r t h e i r 

i a p l i o a t i o n s '#itfe respect to vg&iaitie© of JSxtraversion 

aad word assoc ia t ion oosaiuaallty in a behavioural context . 

As the adminis t ra t ion of the t e s t s took i t s course 

i t became poss ib le to pick out the speedies t s s well as the 

slowest workers in eaan groap. i a t h i s way, twenty-four 

speakers &&& t h i r t y -one daw61*rs were Iden t i f i ed , fable ¥1 

rep resen t s t h e i r mean scores on each v a r i a b l e . 

if h is su&geats not oaly t h a t th* ext rover t la gen­

e r a l l y f a s t e r , in t h i s type of s i t u a t i o n a t l e a s t , but also 

t a s t c o n s t i t u t i o n r a t h e r t t an response se t my be responsible 

for higher eosnaanality. 

I t i s evident from these r e s u l t s that c o a s t ! t u t t o n a l 

v a r i e t i e s , as noasured fey th© MTI. aa<S ronponae s t y l e 

v a r i a b l e s , as measured by wor<3 assoc ia t ion ®nu the £|I|* are 

interdependent although a t best they vs*ry together only 

http://oat~sa.tte.re
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Table V — 

Frequencies per Categories. 

Hesponse 
tttyl* 
va r i ab le s 

l a p . 
Confer*. 

Contr . 

l a p . 
Dev, 

Contr. 

fiSftg£l£u 
I n s 

63 El 

36 06 

48 17 

26 85 

177 141 

lismk. Varl.ablea 

M 

23 

47 

IS 

134 

w 
& 

40 

56 

58 

39 

173 

Totals 

176 

l e s 

1§0 

114 

685 

a Jfor purposes of tabulation end discussion, the 
following ayabols are convenient; 

fs Kourotlcis* (high score on ft scale of MPj;) 
S= St&ble (low score on u scale} 
%s. SxtraversSon thigh score on E scale of MP!) 
I* introversion (low score on % ec&le) 
Conform— Conformity, i.e. co-jaunolity (high score 

on gd) 
£ev.« Deviation ilow score on ]££) 
lap— Impulsive (high score on QMS) 
Contr— Controlled (low score on 0£S) 
MT1» Mauasley Personality Inventory 
"" k* *or& association 

*• Qy^rsill ,j%y;ee&.«at. >j>cale. 



KKc&JLiM 51 

Table ¥1 — 

Signif icance of Difference j&stweea Means of 
Fast &a$ Slow Groups. 

tiroup K «ord Extra- Agreement 
Aasoeiatlon Heurotieism version Seal* 

Fast 24 Eg.04 

Slow 51 18.23 

t of d i f ference £.©la 

24.35 

£5.64 

. 7 1 

Oi3» J5U 

£4.49 

3 . og® 
',.; •, i1, ' / . : ,:„. a a 

59.16 

58. £9 

. 32 

a Significant at p * .01. 
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slightly, this suggests further thtst they are different 

vsriables, i.e. the testa employed do not maaaure th* seme 

thing. 

The contingency table oen be further eaaiyaed by 

two methods: 1) oonversioa into a table of proportional dis­

crepancies between expeeteu and observed frequencies and 

2) reduction into Z%& tables of aore inclusive oetsgories. 

The latter analysis of course loses the effect of Inter­

action between tne original quadruple categories. 

Table VIi conveniently indioates those sella and 

categories whioh ar© esostly responsible for the relation 

of the null hypothesis. It Is of Interest to not* that 

the eolusua of s tables extravert* eon tributes least to th* 

discrepancies between observed and expected frequencies. 

This suggests that this o&tefory may contain a number of 

introverts who at th* questionnaire level have iesrnad to 

respond in a soolally desirable mnxier, i.e. they aesquerad* 

ea extrsverta and confound results in investigations where 

they are seleotod by Questionnaire methods only. 

Tables Till to XXIX demonstrate the depeadsno* 

between pairs of slngl* variables rather than ©oa&binatlon® 

of variables. 
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Table T i l — 

P r o p o r t i o n a l d i s c r e p a n c i e s . 

Eesponse 
Style 1 3 
Variables St § 8 8 

Imp. 
Conform. 

Oontr. 

lap. 
Dev. 

Centr. 

.26 .45 

.27 .6^ 

.14 .50 

.12 .35 

.37 .18 

.43 ,10 

.47 .09 

.49 ,22 
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Table VIII — 

Rolat lonship Between E-Sc&le and 
Word Association Dlohotomies. 

Conform. 

T)ev. 

I 

190 

188 

318 

E 

171 

136 

307 

Totals 

361 

864 

625 

1 » 1.03, not s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Table IX . -

Relationship Between K~3eale and 
OAS Scale Dichotomies. 

I E Totals 

Imp. 

Contr. 

149 

169 

318 

177 

130 

307 

326 

£99 

625 

X.z =7.30, significant at p = .01. 



H-GULTB 

Table ,-

Kelatlonehlp Between W-Sosle find 
Kvord Association Dlohotomies. 

Conform. 

Dev. 

K 

176 

135 

311 

3 

185 

129 

314 

Totals 

361 

£64 

625 

"x^ = .342, not significant. 

Table XI — 
Relationship Between S-Sofile and 

OAS Scale Dichotomies. 

& Totals 

Imp. 

Contr. 

210 

101 

311 

116 

198 

314 

326 

299 

625 

Jr * 58.9, significant at p * .0001. 

Table XII — 
HelQtionship Between K-Scale and 

K-Soale Dlohotoaies. 

~i S Totals' 

I 

E 

X2 s 6.97, significant at p = .01 . 

177 

134 

311 

141 

173 

314 

318 

307 

625 
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Teble X I I I . -

Relationship between Word Association end 
OAS Sail® Dicf.otoaies. 

Conform. Oev. Totals 

Imp. 176 150 326 

Contr. 185 114 299 

361 264 625 

£ 2 3 3.45, not significant. 



57 

It ci»n be seen from Ttibles IX and XI that there is 

some relationship bet.ve«!n the *j#reejjant-disagreement 

diohotony *nd "x!> reversion as veil as Neurotioiasi. on the 

other hand, no dependent relationship of word aseooiation 

ooaamunelity can be demonstrated with respect to the 

separate constitutional variables according to Tables VIII 

and X. Teble XII indicates sosa interdependence between 

Neuroticisa and Introversion, -while Table XIII suggests no 

such thing with respect to the response style variables. 

Sinoe th* null hypothesis cannot be rejected for Table XIII 

and since trie coefficient of correlation between word 

association scores end OiS scores Is quite small, it seems 

reesoneble to assuae that the response style dimensions of 

this study >*re quite independent of each other. 

The results of tnis study, therefore, are not only 

in line "with results of previous investigations, wherever 

they sre uvailsble, but also support the contention of a re­

lationship of interdependence between constitutional aad 

response style variables. It Is further apparent that some 

of these relationships are not confined to single variables 

but depend on the Interaction oeuean combination* of 

variables. 
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DlSOUfSlOK OF H1SULTS 

The preceding chapter o loa r ly e s t ab l i shes two f a c t a . 

F i r s t l y , within t h i s design the four va r i ab l e s are l a r g e l y 

aaparate and d i s t i n c t . Secondly, the acquiescence var iab le 

and tl»rt c o n s t i t u t i o n a l v*»riublus are inturdependent under 

c e r t a i n condit ions in coabi nat ion with o ther v a r i a b l e s . 

Since a l l o e l l s of Table V are s i gn i f i c an t a t the 

one per cent l e v e l or b e t t e r , and since bias (oosffiiunality-

devifatlon) and se t (agrteaent-disagreement) are unre la ted , 

i t i s poss ib le to determine ^hich of the two response s ty l e 

va r i ab l e s con t r ibu tes to the s ign i f i can t a f fec t by reducing 

the 4x4 t ab l e t o 2x4 t a b l e s . 

I t i s evident f roa Tables XIV and XV the t the 

s ign i f i can t d iscrepancies are th© r e s u l t of th© agreement 

dichotomies r a t h e r than the coneumality d iohotoa les . I t ssay 

be concluded for t h i s study thfit the l i s t of stimulus words 

or the mode of t h e i r a d a i n i s t r a t i o n was too t i g h t l y con­

t r o l l e d . There I s a h in t of a r e l a t i onsh ip with ex t ravers ion 

in Table VI , which i s based on an extreme behavioural group. 

Kxtresie groups as determined by the scores on the t e s t s , 

however, show no e ign l f l ean t r e l a t i o n s h i p s with respeot 

t o word a s s o c i a t i o n . 
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Table XIV.-

Reliitionship Between Oonstitutional Variables 
anl Acquiescence. 

lap. 

Oontr. 

a 

ill 

66 

177 

I 
b 

38 

103 

141 

& 

99 

35 

134 

I 
S 

78 

95 

173 

U'OtJ'l 

326 

299 

625 

.r2 1 - 73.4, significant at p - .0001. 
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Table XV.-

Helat lonshlp Between Const i tut ional Variables 
and Oofflffiunality. 

I S 
N "S N S Total 

Conform. 101 89 75 96 361 

Dev. 76 52 59 77 264 

177 141 .134 173 625 

X = 3.42, not significant. 
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•fhe results therefore confine the discussion to th© 

demonstrated interdependence between the acquiescence dicho­

tomies and the oonstitutional variables. The first explana­

tion that offers itself for the existence of this relation­

ship is that response style of acquiescence is mainly res­

ponsible for higher scores on JMeurotiolsta ©nd ^xtraveraion. 

On the MPl neurotic Items are all scored in the 

*yesf direction, while two thirds of the extraverslon items 

are so scored. If, therefore, the tendency to answer 'yes* 

were the &ain reason for the results of this study, it 

vsould be expected thet the t.hree v.-riiablee would correlote 

aighly among each other, with th© correlation between h and 

OAS higher than between S and PA&. Table XIV, however, tells 

a different story. The latter correlation is the higher 

one, but both are quite small, particularly when compared 

to the correlation between N and 'yes' answers on the MPl. 

On the other hand, the correlations between the OAS and 

•yes* on the MPl is fairly high despite the low correlation 

between M end OAS. and E end OAS. 

These figures do not support s contention that all 

three scales measure essentially nothing more than the 

number of 'yes' answers. 

A second explanation derives from the clinical 

hypotheses about agreers and disagreer® put forth by 

Couch and Keniston. 



DISCUSSICH 01" iiKSULTS 62 

It will be recalled tnjt in their clinical investi­

gation they found the *agreersT to be impulsive and forth­

right, aware of their own aberrations and willing to admit 

them to themselves and others. They therefore did not mind 

putting down on paper socially undesirable answers entailing 

admission of symptoms of anxiety or other unwelcome 

characteristics. It can be seen from simple inspection 

that the oontent of the K items on the MPl are precisely 

admission of symptoms while the 1 items express preference 

for personal and social action mther than deliberation and 

reserve. 

On this basis, then, the conclusion is justified th*-t 

the 'agreer' will 'Impulsively* admit his symptoms and ex­

press his preference for action, as well as his dislike for 

deliberation. Such being the case the next step is the 

recognition that the 'agreer' has these symptoms and prefers 

action, and therefore will be identified by a valid ques­

tionnaire such as the MPl. 

Having shown that the MPl is a rough but valid 

measure of constitutional personality variables, it follows 

that the response style of acqulesoenoe is acquired according 

to the genotyplcal predisposition toward neurotioism &snd 

extraversion. This would seem to lay the b&eis for a general 

conclusion that Impulsive behaviour (in structured situa­

tions) is the result of the Interaction between neurotic 
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drive and la ok of oentral controls. Putting it In other 

words, th* Introvert hen a on to his lability while th* 

extravert expresses it freely. In this study, this has 

been demonstrated specifically et the questionnaire level 

shifting from empirically verified content with a *yea*, 

*?*, 'no* sG&le to empirically verified eoatent with a 

Likert type scale. 

There is little doubt that content plays an impor­

tant role with the type of sample employed In this study. 

The types of iteas which compose the OAS are celled enal-

expressive by the authors, but seem to have a neurotic-

extraverslve flavour, i.e. they call forth drive and pre­

ference for action. It is therefor* not surprising that res­

ponse set is a manifestation of personality and that the 

present study was able to link up a response style variable 

with constitutional personality variables. This therefore 

provide* some justification for eoncluding that response set 

is a habitual adaptation developed In line with inherited 

constitutional variables. The consistencies are both'quan­

titative end quelltatlve and may be considered the learned 

responses with which the individual hsbitually meets similsr 

stimulus situations. 

If the degree of acquiescence is the result of per­

sonal resolution of problem* of iiapulse control then it 

must be dependent on the constitutional strength of impulses 
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and the ohamioal and structural facilitation for their 

arousal, build-up, and discharge. Conversely, the con­

stitutional factors determine to a large extent how the 

child will acoept parental efforts at socialization, i.e. 

how quickly and how well he will internalize parental rules 

or be unable ;.: condition himself to repress his impulses. 

As Neurotioism and Sxtraversion are measures of de­

gree of conditioning readiness so is acquiescence in a way 

a measure of the degree of success of conditioning. (Since 

Introversion is not independent of Heurotlcism, Meurotioism 

must be assumed to be involved in ease of conditioning, 

despite Eysenck's original arguments.) It may be postu­

lated that the agreers resisted conditioning at least par­

tially because of their constitution and partially for 

environmentally generated reasona. They have therefore 

adopted a habit of resisting conditioning and a oondltioning 

experiment which loes not take this adopted style into 

account may be Inconclusive if the conditioning is based on 

contiguity only. (Continuity conditioning with animals 

la highly successful.) If, by ohanoe, however, a group 

of supposedly easily conditioned introverts has for environ­

mental-developmental reasons adopted an acquiescent style, 

1 H.J. Eyseack, "A 1>ynamic Theory of Anxiety and 
Hysteria*, Journal of Mental aclenoe. Vol. 101, He. 422, 
January 1955, p. 50I 
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i.e. at least superficial reaiatuuoe to conditioning, then 

contiguity alone will not serve sufficiently. They may, 

however, be moved by rewards fend successes. Hence, instru­

mental conditioning has found adherents among those who 

work with people. 

The above considerations Imply that learning and 

conditioning need to Wee both style t*nd constitution into 

ucoount in selecting their samples. A further implication 

suggests itself in that, conditioning may not be related to 

drive directly but rather to the ability and habit of con­

trolling drive. The introvert and extravert may uiffer in 

their constitutional ability to control drive, while the 

agreer and dis&greer may differ In their acquired habit of 

controlling or utilizing drive. This suggests further that 

the method of selection of the sample determines the theory 

of conditioning an-i vioe versa aad in what wey the method 

is a function of the theory. 
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ttPMUSWTAL TSLT BOOKLET 

This is a study which attempts to define mathematical measure­
ments of personality dimensions. It is expected that many hundreds of 
individuals will participate in this effort in Ontario and Quebec. The 
success of this study therefore depends on the co-operation of each 
person who is selected to participate. 

Please answer all questions as best you can; there are no right 
or wrong answers. We depend on you for the correct answers as you per­
sonally see them. 

NAME DATE 

SEX (circle one) M. F. AGE EDUCATION 

OCCUPATION 

Are you fluent in English? Yes No (circle one). 

Have you used English as your major language since the age of six?..... 

PLEASE LEAVE BOOKLET 

CLOSED 

WA 

N 

E 

OAS 

WA 

WA 
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1 
2 

3 

4 

5. 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29. 
30 

31 

Please turn the page and work at your own speed until you finish all the 

pages. DO NOT TURN BACK TO CHECK PREVIOUS ANSWERS. 
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Here are some questions regarding the way you behave, feel and act. 
After each question there is a "Yes" a "?" and a "No". 

Try and decide whether "Yes" or "No" represents your usual way of acting 
or feeling; then put a circle round the "Yes" or "No". If you find it absolutely 
impossible to decide, put a circle round the "?" but do not use this answer ex­
cept very occasionally. Work quickly, and don't spend too much time over any ques­
tion; we want your first reaction, not a long drawn-out thought process! Be sure 
not to omit any questions. Now go ahead, work quickly and remember to answer every 
question. There are no right or wrong answers, and this isn't a test of intelligence 
or ability but simply a measure of the way you behave. 

1. Are you happiest when you get involved in some project that calls 
for rapid action? Yes ? No 

2. Do you sometimes feel happy, sometimes depressed, without any 

apparent reason? , Yes ? No 

3. Does your mind often wander while you are trying to concentrate?.. Yes ? No 

4. Do you usually take the initiative in making new friends? Yes ? No 

5. Are you inclined to be quick and sure in your actions? Yes ? No 

6. Are you frequently "lost in thought" even when supposed to be 
taking part in a conversation? Yes ? No 

7. Are you sometimes bubbling over with energy and sometimes very 

sluggish? Yes ? No 

8. Would you rate yourself as a lively individual? Yes ? No 

9. Would you be very unhappy if you were prevented from making 

numerous social contacts? Yes ? No 

10. Are you inclined to be moody? Yes ? No 

11. Do you have frequent ups and downs in mood, either with or 

without apparent cause? Yes ? No 

12. Do you prefer action to planning for action? Yes ? No 

13. Are your daydreams frequently about things than can never come 

true? Yes ? No 

14. Are you inclined to keep in the background on social occasions?... Yes ? No 

15. Are you inclined to ponder over your past? Yes ? No 

16. Is it difficult to "lose yourself" even at a lively party? Yes ? No 

17. Do you ever feel "just miserable" for no good reason at all? Yes ? No 

18. Are you inclined to be overconscientious? Yes ? No 

19. Do you often find that you have made up your mind too late? Yes ? No 

20. Do you like to mix socially with people? Yes ? No 

21. Have you often lost sleep over your worries? Yes ? No 

22. Are you inclined to limit your acquaintances to a select few? Yes ? No 

23. Are you often troubled about feelings of guilt? Yes ? No 
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Do you ever take your work as if it were a matter of life or 

death? Yes 

Are your feelings rather easily hurt? Yes 

Do you like to have many social engagements? Yes 

Would you rate yourself as a tense or "highly-strung" 

individual? Yes 

Do you generally prefer to take the lead in group activities?. Yes 

Do you often experience periods of loneliness? • Yes 

Are you inclined to be shy in the presence of the opposite 

sex? Yes 

Do you like to indulge in a reverie (daydreaming)? Yes 

Do you nearly always have a "ready answer" for remarks 
directed at you? Yes 
Do you spend much time in thinking over good times you have 

had in the past? Yes 

Would you rate yourself as a happy-go-lucky individual? Yes 

Have you often felt listless and tired for no good reason?.... Yes 

Are you inclined to keep quiet when out in a social group?.... Yes 

After a critical moment is over, do you usually think of 
something you should have done but failed to do? Yes 
Can you usually let yourself go and have a hilariously good 

time at a gay party? Yes 

Do ideas run through your head so that you cannot sleep? Yes 

Do you like work that requires considerable attention?... Yes 

Have you ever been bothered by having a useless thought come 
into your mind repeatedly? Yes 
Are you inclined to take your work casually, that is, as a 

matter of course? Yes 

Are you touchy on various subjects? Yes 

Do other people regard you as a lively individual? Yes 

Do you often feel disgruntled? Yes 

Would you rate yourself as a talkative individual? Yes 

Do you have periods of such great restlessness that you 
cannot sit long in a chair? Yes 
Do you like to play pranks upon others? Yes 
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Please answer the following statements by drawing a circle around that 
answer which fits best with your own conviction, that is according to how much 
you agree or disagree with each statement. 

If you are absolutely certain that you can neither agree nor disagree, 
circle "NO ANSWER", but only as a last resort. Work at fairly high speed 
through this test. It is your first impressions, the immediate "feelings" about 
the statements that we want. On the other hand please do not be careless, be­
cause we want your true impressions. 

1. Novelty has a great appeal to me. 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree 

2. I crave excitement. 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

No Answer Slightly 
Agree 

Agree 

No Answer Slightly Agree 
Agree 

3. It's a wonderful feeling to sit surrounded by your possessions. 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree 
Disagree Disagree Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

4. There are few things more satisfying than really to splurge on something -
books, clothes, furniture, etc. 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

No Answer Slightly Agree 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Disagree 

5. Only the desire to achieve great things will bring a man's mind into full activity 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 

Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

6. Nothing is worse than an offensive odor. 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 

Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

7. In most conversations I tend to bounce from topic to topic. 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 

Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 
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I really envy the man who can walk up to anybody and tell him off to his face. 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

I could really shock people if I said all of the dirty things I think. 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

There are few more miserable experiences than going to bed night after night 
knowing you are so upset that worry will not let you sleep. 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

I tend to make decisions on the spur of the moment. 

Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 

Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Agree Agree 

Little things upset me. 

Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 

Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Agree Agree 

Drop reminders of yourself wherever you go and your life's trail will be well 
remembered. 

Strongly Disagree Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

I like nothing better than having breakfast in bed. 

Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 

Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Agree Agree 

My mood is easily influenced by the people around me, 

Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 

Slightly No Answer Slightly Agree Strongly 
Disagree Agree Agree 
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ABSTRACT OF 

ft»»PQp« SWfr plflanafrqaa aa a f a c t i o n of 

The present study a r i s e s from an attempt to l ay the 

groundwork for e s t ab l i sh ing & two-dlisansional framework of 

pe r sona l i t y response s t y l e va r iab les s imi la r to the Syaeac-

klaa c o n s t i t u t i o n a l model. The seeona object ive of t h i s 

study consis ted of en attempt t o l i n k up both models a t t n e 

^uestio&naire l e v e l , to examination of tne l i t e r a t u r e Ind i ­

cated tha t the Haaasley pe r sona l i ty Inventory was a r e l a ­

t i v e l y va l id Instrument for determining the cons t i t u t i ona l 

dissensions of SJauroiloiam and ©ttraversion in a la rge satsple. 

fhe response s t y l e dimensions were represented by Word 

Aasoeiatlon Oosssianality end the Overall Ajtraenaat 3oale of 

Gouon iiad ftaaiston. The l a t t e r bad been subjected to both 

s t u t l a t i e a l aad c l i n i c a l v e r i f i c a t i o n end was therefore pa r ­

t i c u l a r l y su i t ab l e as a r ep resen ta t ive of a phenotypieal 

dimension. 

&ix hundred and twenty-five subjeots pa r t i c i pa t ed in 

t a l e s tudy, They were a r e l a t i v e l y heterogeneous group 

ranging froa student teaohers to seminarians to psychology 

1 3*e© Laaar, doc tora l t h e s i s presented to the , c o o l 
of fsyehalagy and Bauaatloft of the Univers i ty of Ottawa» 
©atari©, febrnary 1V64, v l l - S i p . 
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students to established graduate engineers. The tests in 

booklet form were administered to the sample under carefully 

controlled conditions. 

The results indicated that word association communa-

11ty and the tendency to agree were indeed uncorrolated and 

independent of each other according to analysis by product-

moment correlation, and chi-square. The link up between 

the constitutional and the response style model of persona­

lity dimensions was, however, realized only with respect to 

the tendency to agree, while word association communality 

showed no relationship of dependence on the constitutional 

dimensions. 

The tendency to agree according to the Overall 

Agreement Scale was found to correlate little with Neuroti-

cism or Extraversion, but a ohi-square test of Independence 

resulted in a total chi-aquare of 58.9 with Neuroticism and 

S.79 with Extraversion. Both figures are significant beyond 

p= .01 for a two by two table. It was concluded from these 

results that the tendency to agree was indeed dependent on 

the variables elicited by the Maudsley Personality Inventory, 

and that this tondency is likely a phenotyplcal manifesta­

tion of genotypical characteristics, the point was made that 

the tendency to agree was not an indication of personal 

agreeability, but rather a response style of impulsivity. 

In view of this relationship of dependence it was further 
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postulated that "agreers" may have acquired a habit of 

resisting conditioning and thereby confounding conditioning 

experiments unless they are offered rewards. 


