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Abstract

In recent decades, far-right political movements — which tend to promote xenophobic and racist
views towards migrants and refugees alike while portraying themselves as the voice of the working
classes — have become prominent in several western societies. Those political movements are also
present in France, where the Rassemblement National (RN) — a far-right party established in 1972
under the name of Front National (FN) — has been employing populist rhetoric to increase its
political support and electoral base. The RN’s current leader, Marine Le Pen, has sought to de-
demonize the RN. She is working to portray her party as more mainstream than a far-right fringe
party, which is perceived to be homophobic, anti-Semitic, xenophobic and racist due to her father’s
controversial and polarizing legacy as the RN’s former leader and co-founder. In 2015, she even
dismissed her father from the RN in part for his explicit anti-Semitic and racist comments, and
changed the party’s name from the FN to the RN in 2018. As part of her de-demonization strategy,
MLP has continued to appropriate certain rhetorical elements employed by left-wing and
mainstream political parties in addition to making her party seem more inclusive vis-a-vis with
voters and political activists, who are not traditionally associated with France’s far-right. Like
several other politicians — who also employ populist rhetoric - her supporters have also created a
cult of personality around her leadership style, name, and public image. Some of her supporters
have even compared her to Joan of Arc, or have called themselves “Marinistes.” However, MLP
nowadays uses political discourse and imagery linked to Christian values, secularism, LGBTI
rights and feminism as veils to make her party’s xenophobic, racist, anti-Semitic and Islamophobic
rhetoric more ambiguous and less explicit. In three chapters, this paper analyses the following
selected three criteria to see how they have evolved, or remained the same, within the RN:
Xenophobia, which refers to the evolution of nativist ideology and anti-immigration sentiments
within the RN; Personalism, which refers to the way the leader of the FN/RN, is portrayed and
portrays him/herself; and Moralism, which refers to values and morals, such as secularism,
emphasized by MLP during her political campaigns. The fourth chapter then briefly juxtaposes the
RN's rise within French politics with the recent rise of other political movements — with populist
tendencies — throughout several countries, including the United States and Brazil. Lastly, this
paper’s main conclusion looks at to what extent has the RN’s de-demonization strategy succeeded
in helping the party become an influential player in French politics, and whether that strategy has
created challenges for the party moving forward.

Keywords: France, far-right, immigration, xenophobia, Islamophobia, cult of personality,
secularism, populism, and de-demonization.
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Introduction

In France, populist! and far-right political movements are nothing new (Stockemer, 2017).
Many of those non-mainstream political movements have been regaining political momentum in
recent decades (McGregor, 2019). One of those movements, the far-right Rassemblement National
(RN) party, has employed populist rhetoric to expand its political support and electoral base since
it was first established in 1972 (Geva, 2020; McGregor, 2019; Stockemer, 2017). The RN,?
formerly known as the Front National (FN), is currently led by Marine Le Pen (MLP), the daughter
of the party’s co-founder® and former leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen (JMLP) (Barisione & Stockemer,
2017; Bastow, 2018; Geva, 2020). After taking over the RN’s presidency in 2011, MLP has
attempted to convince the general electorate that she has shifted her party’s central policies “away
from cultural and nationalistic issues [that her father strongly promoted] and [towards] economic
and social issues” (Dumitrescu, 2016). MLP has sought to normalize the RN and transform her
party into a mainstream political party, with populist elements (Bastow, 2018; Brubaker, 2017).*
MLP has also made efforts to expand her political base by adopting new strategies to attract more
youth, gay people and women to her party; publicly condemning anti-Semitism; and softening the
RN’s stance on social issues, such as abortion and same-sex civil unions (Amengay, Durovic, &

Mayer, 2017; Bastow, 2018; Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017).

! Populism can be defined as a political "repertoire," or style, which divides society into two homogenous and opposing groups:
the political establishment, and the working people (Geva, 2020; Mudde, 2016)

2 Unless otherwise indicated, this paper uses the abbreviation RN to refer to the Rassemblement National [RN], even when formerly
known as the Front National [FN].

3 Although Jean-Marie Le Pen is closely associated with the founding of the RN. He is not the only founder of the party. The
other founders included Frangois Duprat, Alain Robert and Francois Brigneau (Stockemer, 2017).

4 Since 2012, a year after Marine Le Pen took over the party, party candidates running for office throughout different government
levels in France have also sought to "portray themselves as mainstream political candidates” (Dumitrescu, 2016).



Moreover, MLP has portrayed herself as the defender of traditional French republican
values, especially secularism, and as a voice for the working classes and the French public sector
(Brubaker, 2017; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Le Pen, 2017). During France’s 2017 presidential elections
—which she lost to La République en Marche (LRM) presidential candidate Emmanuel Macron —
MLP promised to protect individual rights, such as freedom of association and free speech (Le Pen
M., 2017). Nevertheless, under the leadership of MLP, the RN has continued to propose strict
immigration policies against migrants and refugees (Brubaker, 2017; Radio Canada, 2016;
Williams M. H., 2011). MLP has also continued her father's legacy of promoting xenophobia, anti-

immigrant and anti-Islamic sentiments, and nativism (Stockemer, 2017).

A. Central Premise

The purpose of this Major Research Paper (MRP) is to look at how the RN under MLP has
used public repertoires; appropriated policies that have been traditionally associated with
mainstream and left-wing political parties; and implemented certain strategies to soften its public
image while also using those repertoires and policies to make its xenophobic, Islamophobic, racist,
and anti-Semitic rhetoric more ambiguous and less explicit (Bastow, 2018; Crouch, 2018;

Eltchaninoff, 2018).

More specifically, in the context of this MRP, | aim to analyze the following selected criteria
concerning the evolution of the RN from a far-right fringe party to a party that is working to de-
demonize its public image (Bastow, 2018; Eltchaninoff, 2017; Laxer, 2019; Stockemer, 2017):
Xenophobia, which refers to the evolution of nativist ideology and anti-immigration sentiments
within the RN; Personalism, which refers to the way the leader of the FN/RN, is portrayed and
portrays him/herself; and Moralism, which refers to values and morals, such as secularism,

emphasized by MLP during her political campaigns. In sum, the three criteria mentioned above

6



will be analyzed in the MRP to see how they have evolved, or remained the same, within the RN.
The evolution of the three selected criteria indicates not only MLP's attempts to de-demonize her
party, but also somewhat highlight whether the de-demonization of the RN has been effective in
helping the party escape the fringes of French politics. She has also used several elements linked
to those criteria to make her xenophobic, racist, anti-Semitic and Islamophobic rhetoric more

ambiguous and less explicit.

B. Road Map

This paper is broken down into three chapters. The first chapter provides information and
analysis on the RN's immigration policies and xenophobic rhetoric employed by MLP and her
father. The second chapter is on personalism and MLP's recent efforts to soften the image of her
party and the party's leadership. The third chapter focuses on the RN's evolving stance on several
selected moral issues — such as secularism, women's rights, and Christian values, among others.
The fourth chapter briefly juxtaposes the RN's rise within French politics with the recent rise of
other political movements — with populist tendencies — throughout several countries, including the
United States and Brazil. Lastly, this paper’s conclusion looks at to what extent has the RN’s de-
demonization strategy succeeded in helping the party become an influential player in French

politics, and identifies selected challenges for the party moving forward.

C. Sources of Data and Information

This MRP draws information from several sources of data. Most of those sources include
secondary source documents, such as academic journal articles, newspapers, and online articles
and books written by academics, political and academic experts, and journalists, among other
sources (Collier, 2011). For example, this MRP draws information from magazines like Foreign

Affairs and The Economist, including articles written by political experts and academics, such as
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University of Georgia Professor Cas Mudde (Mudde, 2016). This paper also draws information
and data from academic journals and books, which have been written about the RN's history,

rhetoric and policies.

My research draws particularly on the works of James Shields, Cas Mudde, Michel
Eltchaninoff, Abdelkarim Amengay, Daniel Stockemer, Rogers Brubaker, Dorit Geva, Emily
Laxer and Efe Peker. Primary sources include speeches given by MLP, official news releases
available on the RN's website and several social media posts (Rassemblement national, 2019), and
party materials including the MLP’s 2017 electoral program. | have also drawn on excerpts of
interviews with supporters of MLP conducted between 2013 and 2017 by Dorit Geva (Geva,

2020).



Chapter 1: Xenophobia

According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, xenophobia refers to the hatred and fear of
strangers or foreigners (Merriam-Webster, 2020). Certain politicians, especially those found on
the far right of the political spectrum, have indirectly or directly employed xenophobic rhetoric to
denigrate and attack minorities, outsiders, migrants and foreigners (Drolet & Williams, 2020). In
some cases, certain far-right politicians have portrayed migrants, refugees, and minorities as a
threat to traditional values and blamed them for societal woes, such as economic stagnation, high
unemployment, and insecurity (Brubaker, 2017; Herf, 1984; Orban, 2014). Those politicians,
alongside far-right groups and certain media personalities, including Tucker Carlson, have used
divisive language as part of their xenophobic and racist rhetoric (Bremmer, 2018; Carlson, 2020).
For example, they often use the terms "them" and "they" to refer to foreigners and migrants, and
the words "us" and "we" to refer to the middle class, the white working classes and individuals,
who they see as representative of traditional western values (Bremmer, 2018; Brubaker, 2017).
Moreover, far-right politicians have promoted their divisive and xenophobic rhetoric by using
political imagery, discourse and slogans, and referencing historical figures and events (Downing,

2018).

This chapter analyses MLP's and Jean-Marie Le Pen’s (JMLP) xenophabic rhetoric while
also discussing their stance on immigration and highlighting selected immigration policies from
JMLP's 2007 electoral programme and MLP's 2012 and 2017 electoral programmes. As well, it

discusses MLP's recent opposition to the European Union's (EU’s) 2020 Migration pact.

A. Xenophobic, Islamophobic and anti-Semitic Rhetoric

Since its creation in 1972, the RN has been synonymous with xenophobia, racism and anti-

Semitism (Geva, 2020). The RN’s former leader, JMLP, has been a very polarizing figure in



French politics due to his strong anti-immigrant and anti-Semitic sentiments he has blatantly and
publicly expressed through political discourse and other public remarks (Williams M. H., 2011).
JMLP is known for making controversial comments about the Holocaust and expressing his
support for the former French Vichy regime, which collaborated closely with the Nazis and abetted
the deportation and genocide of Jewish people during Nazi Germany's occupation of France in the

Second World War (Boissoneault, 2017; Shields, 2007).

Throughout most of his political career, JMLP has attempted to minimize and create doubts
about the severity of the atrocities and genocide committed by the Nazis and their collaborators
against the Jewish people; has previously described the Holocaust "as a [mere] detail of history";
and has often mocked and verbally attacked people of Jewish origin (Shields, 2007; Stockemer,
2017). In 1988, his critics and even members from his party condemned him for making an anti-
Semitic joke, which involved referring to then French Minister of Public Service Michel Derafour
as “Mr. Durafour-crematoire” (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Greenhouse, 1988). Three years earlier, in
1985, JMLP attempted to vilify journalists with names of Jewish origin, including Jean-Francois
Kahn and Jean-Pierre Elkabbach, by including them in a list of alleged “persecuting” and “lying”
journalists (Castro, 2017; Eltchaninoff, 2018). Most recently, in 2014, he was reported to have
used the word “fournée,” which means ‘oven load’, when referring to several Jewish singers,
including Patrick Bruel (BBC News, 2014, Eltchaninoff, 2018). Based on his decision to continue
publicly expressing his anti-Semitic and racist sentiments, JMLP has been fined and convicted
multiple times for publicly expressing anti-Semitic remarks (BBC, 2015; Ganley, 2018). He was
eventually dismissed from the RN by MLP in 2015 (BBC, 2015; Ganley, 2018; Stockemer, 2017).

Moreover, in 2017, he was fined thousands of euros for publicly expressing explicit and racist
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comments in 2013, when he referred to the French city of Nice’s Roma population as “[having] an

irritating and...smelly presence” (Al-Jazeera, 2017; Deutsche Welle, 2017).

JMLP has also publicly expressed racist remarks targeting France's Black and Muslim
communities (Shields, 2007). For instance, he once publicly referred to black and Muslim football
players from France's 1998 FIFA World Cup-winning team as not being "sufficiently French," and
then subsequently criticized French football coach Raymond Domenech for recruiting "too many
black™ players to represent France in the 2006 FIFA World Cup (Beaumont, 2007; Kuper &
Szymanski, 2014). According to Stockemer, the RN under the leadership of JMP "used anti-
immigration or xenophobia more as its defining feature” than the RN under MLP (Stockemer,

2017).

Despite MLP’s recent efforts to de-demonize her party and her decision to rebrand her party
from the FN to the RN in 2018, the party itself continues to be seen by academics, critics of the
party and many French voters as a symbol of xenophobia (Bridge Initiative Team, 2020; Reuters,
2018). Although MLP claims she is not an anti-Semite or a racist, she has been able to promote
xenophobic sentiments towards migrants and refugees discreetly without having to explicitly
express those sentiments as her father did during his time as leader of the RN (Brubaker, 2017;
Radio Canada, 2016; Williams M. H., 2011). In fact, French philosopher Michel Eltchaninoff has
argued that MLP's non-explicit xenophobic discourse is representative of a shift that has been
occurring concerning the xenophobic rhetoric employed nowadays by far-right and nationalist
politicians, who are seeking to publicly normalize their political image and that of their political
parties (Eltchaninoff, 2018). Eltchaninoff refers to this shift in semantics and language employed
by these far-right politicians, including MLP, as part of the "third generation of xenophobic

discourse" used nowadays by far-right politicians and demagogues (Eltchaninoff, 2018).
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Between the 1980s and 2010, the FN under JMLP used innuendos and circumlocution to
expressed its xenophobic and racist discourse; however, under the leadership of MLP, the party
has worked at times to make its xenophobic more ambiguous and less publicly explicit
(Eltchaninoff, 2018). For example, during a 2014 speech, MLP used Islamophobic speech against
Muslims without having to use the words "Islamistes” or "Islam" (Eltchaninoff, 2018). Instead,
she used the words "swimming pools,” "school canteens,” and "fundamentalists” to refer to her
stern opposition to decisions taken in certain French municipalities and public schools to modify
their services to meet the religious needs of members of France's Muslim community
(Eltchaninoff, 2018). As well, MLP's party has indirectly conveyed strong and inflammatory
xenophobic rhetoric against non-French nationals and foreigners by expressing its support for
having a French state comprised of only people who have the same blood, religion and culture

(Stockemer, 2017).

Unlike her father, MLP has tried to portray herself as the protector of the Jewish people against
the threat of "Islamist fundamentalism” (Bridge Initiative Team, 2020; Eltchaninoff, 2018;
Stockemer, 2017). She has refrained from making anti-Semitic jokes about the Holocaust and
Jewish people, and — in 2011 — she publicly mentioned that her party has "always been 'pro-
Zionist" (Bridge Initiative Team, 2020; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017). Nevertheless,
critics of the RN and MLP, and academics and political opponents have accused her of continuing
to employ several rhetorical elements of anti-Semitic discourse in some of her speeches and public
statements, and of attempting to "whitewash” France’s role in the Holocaust (EI Amraoui &
Safdar, 2017; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Wildman, 2017). According to Eltchaninoff, MLP has used
similar rhetoric in some of her speeches as French Journalist Edouard Drumont (Eltchaninoff,

2018). Drumont lived during France’s Third Republic. He was a writer, journalist and prominent
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anti-Semite who blamed Jewish bankers for seizing economic power; exploiting the weak;
subjugating and erasing the cultural traditions of people deemed to be of the Aryan race; creating
a secret organization; and for manipulating the press and politicians (Anderson, 1967,

Eltchaninoff, 2018).

As highlighted in some of her previous speeches, MLP has employed similar language as
Drumont when publicly attacking the political establishment (Eltchaninoff, 2018). She has
attacked the wealthy and bankers for supposedly exploiting and stealing from the working classes;
subjugating France to the will of the international banking system and international organizations,
including the European Union; weakening the French nation; subverting national solidarity; and
attempting to erase French traditional values and customs (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017).
Moreover, in 2017, MLP was condemned by her political opponents, members of France’s Jewish
community and representatives from Jewish organizations — including the French Jewish Union
for Peace — for publicly expressing comments that diminished French involvement in the killings,
arbitrary detention, and deportation of thousands of Jewish people as part of the "Vel’ d’Hiv
roundup” during Nazi Germany’s occupation of France in the 1940s (Ayala-Hurtado, Lamont, &
Park, 2017; Vinocur, 2017). MLP’s comments on the Vel’ d’Hiv roundup are anti-Semitic
(Stockemer, 2017; Vinocur, 2017). Like her father, she attempted to portray an important and
horrible event during the Holocaust as merely insignificant (Shields, 2007; Stockemer, 2017,

Vinocur, 2017).

Similarly to her far-right European counterparts, MLP strongly opposes increased
globalization and immigration from Muslim countries for allegedly undermining Christian and
French traditional values (Brubaker, 2017; Crouch, 2018; Vergés, 2017). MLP has constantly used

the word "Islamisme™ to oppose extreme Islamic radicalization and terrorists of Muslim origin,
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and denigrate and attack Muslims, who are strict adherents to Islam's religious teachings
(Eltchaninoff, 2018; Le Pen M., 2020). In other words, Muslims, no matter whether they have been

religiously radicalized or not, have become central targets of MLP’s xenophobic rhetoric and

Islamophobia (Brubaker, 2017; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017).

MLP's derogatory and xenophobic comments have also landed her in trouble with France's
justice system. In October 2015, MLP faced charges for provoking hatred against Muslims after
she publicly compared — in 2010 — Muslims praying in the streets on Fridays to France's occupation
by Nazi Germany during the Second World War (Brubaker, 2017). However, she was
subsequently acquitted in December 2015 on the basis that her comments were deemed by the
courts to be explicative of her right to freedom of speech (Brubaker, 2017; Deutsche Welle, 2015).
Aswell, according to Stockemer, most supporters of the RN are supportive of MLP's Islamophobic
and xenophobic rhetoric (Stockemer, 2017). Her supporters perceive Muslims as a threat to France
for allegedly imposing Islam upon French society, causing high levels of insecurity, undermining
France's cultural traditions and values, and placing an economic burden upon the country's welfare

system (Stockemer, 2017).

Concerning the broad issue of immigration, both JMLP and MLP have been opposed to
immigration policies that seek to increase the number of migrants and refugees living in France
(Stockemer, 2017). As discussed below in the next section on the RN's more recent proposed
immigration policies, the party has continued to promote policies that seek to restrict the number
of migrants, non-French nationals and refugees working and residing in, and entering, France
(Bridge Initiative Team, 2020; Shields, 2013). MLP has been making efforts to “interweave" the
RN's "anti-immigrant appeals” with the major concerns of certain segments of the French

population (Barisione & Stockemer, 2017; Stockemer, 2017). Those concerns include domestic
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terrorism, high unemployment levels for low-skilled workers, decreasing purchasing power,
growing threats from radical Islam, and social and public insecurity (Barisione & Stockemer,
2017; OECD, 2018; Reuters Staff, 2020). Moreover, during one speech in her 2017 presidential
campaign, MLP used her strategic modulation of rhetoric to cast more subtly the alleged threat
migrants pose to France's social welfare, national security and economy, when she stated the
following: “Countries are no longer nations but markets. Borders are erased.... Everyone can come
to our country, and this has cut our salaries and our social protection. This dilutes our social
protections” (Bremmer, 2018). In the speech above, she accused migrants of taking jobs away
from French citizens; placing an economic burden on the country's social welfare systems; and

being responsible for France's growing insecurity levels (Bremmer, 2018).

Selected Immigration Policies

Immigration has always been a critical policy issue for JMLP and MLP. Both proposed strict
immigration policies in their previous electoral platforms in 2007, and 2012 and 2017 (Stockemer,
2017). However, direct references to immigration were more pronounced in the former's 2007
electoral programme than in the latter's 2012 electoral programme (Stockemer, 2017). Even when
comparing JMLP's 2007 electoral programme to MLP's 2017 electoral programme, the word
"iImmigration” appears approximately 40 times in the former's electoral programme, while the
same word appears six times in MLP's 2017 electoral programme (Le Pen J. M., 2007; Le Pen M.,
2017). On the other hand, the word "Islamistes" appears once and four times in JMLP's 2007 and
MLP's 2017 electoral programs, respectively, but the words "Islamo-terroristes” and "Islamisme”
are also each mentioned once in the former's 2007 electoral programme (Le Pen J. M., 2007; Le
Pen M., 2017). The word "Islamisme™ also appears once near the end of MLP's 2017 electoral

programme (Le Pen M., 2017).
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1. Jean Marie Le Pen's 2007 Immigration Policies

As part of his 2007 electoral programme, JMLP "linked" immigration to a wide range of issues
related to the labour market, social security, national identity, and public insecurity (Stockemer,
2017). For example, JIMLP’s 2007 electoral programme blames increased immigration to France
for being a major factor behind high public spending on social welfare and growing insecurity
levels (Stockemer, 2017). It also claims that migrants are abusing the French social welfare system
and taking jobs away from French nationals (Stockemer, 2017). As well, leading up to the 2007
French presidential elections, JMLP proposed several immigration policies that scapegoated
France's migrant population for the country's socio-economic woes (Stockemer, 2017). More
specifically, concerning the issue of immigration, JMLP proposed to: expedite the deportations of
convicted non-French citizens; dismantle organized crime groups within immigrant groups;
provide preferential treatment to French citizens in regards to having access to paid social benefits,
social housing and public sector jobs; suppress familial, social benefits for non-French citizens;
prevent individuals — who do not have the right to contribution-based benefits, including migrants
— from having access to unemployment benefits; and force non-French citizens to pay higher fees

for their unemployment benefits than French citizens (Stockemer, 2017).

2. Marine Le Pen's (MLP's) Immigration Policies from 2012 and 2017

MLP, like her father, has also promised to implement similar immigration policies as
highlighted in her electoral programmes from her 2012 and 2017 presidential elections despite
there being some differences in her approach to the issue of immigration in regards to her father’s
2002 electoral programme (Le Pen M., 2017; Stockemer, 2017). In fact, MLP has even proposed
more "severe" immigration policies than her father, especially when it comes to targeting

immigrants (Stockemer, 2017). MLP's 2012 electoral programme highlights restrictive policies
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towards immigrants in areas related to social security and benefits, the economy and public safety
(Stockemer, 2017). In regards to the issue of immigration and among other promises, MLP's 2012
electoral programme proposed to: deport all undocumented migrants; eliminate all pensions for
non-French citizens; prevent non-French citizens from having access to family benefits; eliminate
birthright citizenship for children born to families of non-French citizens; and provide preferential
treatment to French citizens in regards to having access to public and private sector jobs

(Stockemer, 2017).

Even with certain modifications, MLP's 2017 electoral programme also made similar promises
as highlighted in her 2012 electoral programme concerning immigration (Stockemer, 2017; Le Pen
M., 2017). Entitled Les 144 Engagements Présidentielles, the 2017 electoral programme mentions
some of MLP's proposed immigration policies, including promises to increase the number of
customs and border personnel by 6,000 people; end the automatic family reunion and acquisition
of French nationality through marriage; eliminate birthright citizenship for children born to
families of non-French citizens; deport all undocumented migrants; make it impossible for
undocumented migrants to be naturalized as French citizens; and reform France's asylum system
so asylum claimants can only apply for asylum in French embassies and consulates located in their
respective countries of origin (Le Pen M., 2017). Furthermore, MLP’s 2017 electoral programme
promised to establish an immigration quota to reduce the number of legal migrants entering France
annually (Le Pen M., 2017). When it was proposed, MLP's immigration quota aimed to reduce the
number of legal migrants allowed to enter France annually by almost 95% from approximately
200,000 to 10,000 people (Galbreath, 2017; Le Pen M., 2017). During her 2017 presidential
campaign, MLP also mentioned that if elected President of France, she would temporarily suspend

all legal immigration to assess France’s alleged migration crisis (Bastow, 2018).
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Lastly, MLP’s immigration policies remain similar to those of her father’s, which further
reinforces the fact that the RN’s de-demonization strategy is mainly rhetorical than substantive
(Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017). MLP’s immigration policies from her 2012 and 2017
electoral programmes show that immigration continues to be a central policy issue for the RN
despite the party no longer being a single-issue party (Stockemer, 2019). As the next chapter
discusses, the RN continues to target immigration — especially from Muslim countries — under the

guise of other policy issues, including secularism, women's rights and LGBTI® rights.

B. Marine Le Pen and the European Union’s 2020 Pact on Migration and Asylum

Over the years, the European Union (EU) — which is a political and economic regional bloc
comprising 27 countries, ® including France — has enacted legal instruments, such as treaties,
legislation, regulations and directives, that are either binding or non-binding on EU member states
on a wide range of policy issues (European Union, 2020; European Parliament & International
Organization for Migration, 2009). Those legal instruments have deepened European integration
among EU member countries in areas related to immigration, the environment, foreign policy,
public health, international trade, the economy, and the EU's single market, customs union, and
common currency (Brunet-Jailly, Hurrelmann, & Verdun, 2018; McBride, 2020). However, like
her father, MLP has been vehemently opposed to any immigration policies originating from the

EU because she sees those policies as infringements of French sovereignty (Stockemer, 2017).

5 The term LGBT!I has often been used to refer to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people (Annett, 2018). However,
the term LGBTQ+ can also be used in order to be more inclusive of other identities (Halton Region, 2021). The Q stands for queer
or questioning, and the plus sign stands for other identities represented within the LGBTQ+ community (Halton Region, 2021;
PinkNews, 2017). In the Canadian context, the term LGBTQ?2 is also used “to collectively refer to the leshian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer and Two-Spirit community in Canada” (Annett, 2018).

6 The 27 member countries of the European Union are Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, ltaly, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden (European Union, 2020).
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More specifically, she has been opposed to EU immigration policies that require EU members to
take on asylum seekers and refugees from the Middle East and Africa (Dumitrescu, 2016; Le Pen

M., 2017).

Back in 2017, MLP stated that if she were to be elected President of France, she would like to
suspend France's membership in the Schengen Area so that France can have full control over its
borders and the number of migrants entering the country (Agence France-Presse, 2017; Le Pen M.,
2017; Smith P., 2017). The Schengen Area comprises 26 EU members, including France, and
allows millions of EU citizens and Schengen visa holders to freely reside and work within those
countries (European Comission, 2020; Government of Canada, 2020). Nevertheless, EU member
countries like France have the authority to decide the number of people from non-EU member
countries who can legally enter their jurisdictions (Schmid-Driner, 2019). However, since losing
her 2017 presidential bid to French President Macron, MLP has backtracked on some of her
comments regarding France’s potential departure from the EU because Euroscepticism is not
popular among most French voters, including some RN supporters (Bastow, 2018; Chassany,
2017; Euronews, 2020; Faulconbridge, 2017). MLP also no longer sees “Frexit,” France’s version
of Brexit, as a viable option due to its economic and political costs, and because she has found new

political allies within the EU, such as Italy’s far-right Lega party (Barbiére, 2019).

Most recently, in late 2020, MLP launched a public campaign against the EU's Pact on
Migration and Asylum, which was adopted by the European Commission on 23 September 2020
(Eminoglu, Erdogan, & Kemal, 2020; Johannes, 2020). The EU's Pact on Migration and Asylum
(Pact) aims to foster increased cooperation among its members, including France, to address the
issue of relocating hundreds of thousands of migrants and asylum seekers throughout the region

(Chadwick & Montalto Monella, 2020). The Pact also provides EU member countries with the
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opportunity to opt-out from hosting some migrants and refugees (Chadwick & Montalto Monella,
2020). EU member countries, which decide to opt-out of the Pact, do not have to host migrants or
refugees, but they are required to at least provide financial aid to EU member countries that will
host the migrants (Chadwick & Montalto Monella, 2020; Eminoglu, Erdogan, & Kemal, 2020).
As well, the Pact aims to improve immigration controls at the EU's external borders to curve illegal
immigration and human trafficking (Chadwick & Montalto Monella, 2020; Government of France,

2020).

France's support for the EU's Pact and commitment to help resettle some migrants and asylum
seekers has spurred MLP to continue her anti-immigrant rhetoric (Government of France, 2020).
MLP has criticized the EU's new Pact for allegedly promoting and facilitating increased migration
and illegal immigration to European countries, including France (Johannés, 2020). As part of her
recent campaign against the EU's Pact on Migration and Asylum, MLP has also argued that
increased migration — especially from Muslim countries — poses a threat to France's economy and
society (Johannes, 2020). For example, in October 2020, she stated that the arrival of millions of
migrants in France would ruin the country's social welfare system; lead to increased levels of
unemployment, homelessness, and insecurity; and will allow for Islamic radicals and terrorists to

infiltrate and cause havoc within French society (Johannés, 2020).

C. Chapter Conclusion

The RN should continue to be characterized as a political party that continues to disseminate
xenophobia and promote hate speech against foreigners, migrants, Muslims and refugees despite
MLP's recent efforts to de-demonize her party (Bridge Initiative Team, 2020; Eltchaninoff, 2018).
Unlike her father, MLP is more careful about the type of xenophobic discourse it employs because

any major gaffe by her or an RN party member could negatively affect her de-demonization of the
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party (Stockemer, 2017). Nevertheless, just because a wolf decides to dress itself up as a sheep

does not mean that it cannot bite those it considers potential threats to its hunting territory.

In the context of immigration, migrants — especially of Muslim origin — and refugees continue
to be targeted by the RN’s xenophobic rhetoric and strict immigration policies (Bastow, 2018;
Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017). MLP's de-demonization efforts to improve RN's negative
image regarding hate speech and anti-Semitism do not seem to apply to its rhetoric on Islam and
Muslims (Bastow, 2018; Mayer, 2013). According to researchers from Georgetown University's
Bridge Initiative on Islamophobia, Louis Aliot — an important RN party official — was once
reported to have told RN party members that MLP's demonization efforts do not apply to its
Islamophobic rhetoric (Bridge Initiative Team, 2020). Furthermore, just like any other far-right
politician, MLP has employed xenophobic rhetoric to portray Muslims, migrants and minorities as
the "other," and as internal threats to the social, political and economic stability of the French State

(Brubaker, 2017).

To conclude this chapter, the RN continues to employ more extreme xenophobic rhetoric
and stricter immigration policies than several French right-wing political parties have sought to
appropriate certain far-right elements of the RN’s rhetoric and immigration policies (Crouch, 2018;
Stockemer, 2017; Laxer, 2019). Perhaps, two contributing factors, among others, that are linked
to the RN's decision to continue to promote Islamophobia and xenophobia are France's continuing
struggle to effectively address Islamic radicalization and domestic terrorism within the country's
domestic borders and the aftermath of the 2015 European migration crisis (Boukhars, 2009;
Crouch, 2018). Another contributing factor is the perceived threat that a growing migrant and
Muslim population in France poses to French national identity and values, such as secularism and

"Christian civilization™ (Boukhars, 2009; Brubaker, 2017). As well, according to Laxer, RN's anti-
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immigrant rhetoric and sentiments are linked to the party's opposition to increased European
integration, which has been perceived by both MLP and her father as a threat to France’s

sovereignty (Laxer, 2019).
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Chapter 2: Personalism

Personalism is a term that has several definitions based on the context in which it is
employed. In philosophy, the term personalism can be applied to multiple schools of thought,
which focus “on the centrality of persons and their unique status among beings in general”
(Stanford University, 2009). In that regard, personalism also emphasizes the uniqueness,
significance and inviolability of the person in question while also stressing that person's essential
social or relational dimension (Stanford University, 2009). Other definitions of the term
personalism include the character or quality of an individual or something considered to be
personal (Oxford English Dictionary, 2005). Personalism can also be defined as the allegiance,
whether political or not, to a person, including a political leader, rather than to an ideology or
political party (Oxford English Dictionary, 2005). Personalism can also be used to categorize
charismatic political leaders, who are either autocrats, demagogues, dictators or even freely elected
leaders and are seeking to centralize political power under their will and even erode democratic

institutions (Taussig, 2017; Thaler, 2020).

In this paper's context, the term personalism is used to analyze MLP and JMLP's leadership
style and public image, in addition to looking at how the RN supporters have built a cult of
personality around both party leaders (Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). However, before analyzing
the evolution of personalism from the time when JMLP was the RN leader to the current party
leadership of MLP, this chapter discusses personalism's close connection to politicians and certain

populist and political movements.
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A. Personalism and Populism

Personalism is also closely intertwined with populism. As previously mentioned, several
world leaders and political leaders have employed populist rhetoric that portrays them as
representatives of the common people and working classes; populist rhetoric can also be divisive
because populist rhetoric — but not all — sometimes divides society into opposing groups: the
political establishment and immigrants, and the working people (Geva, 2020; Merriam Webster,
2020; Mudde, 2016). Like authoritarianism, populism is not closely linked to any specific political
ideology, as it has always been present across the different political spectrums (Serhan, 2020).
There have been far-right populists like current Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and far-
left populists, such as former and deceased Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and his successor,
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro (Barr, Clarke, Levett, Lewis, & Voce, 2019; Zalan, 2016).
There are also other politicians —who employ populist rhetoric — like former U.S. President Donald
Trump, far-right Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro, and left-wing Mexican President Andrés
Manuel L6épez Obrador (Foa & Mounck, 2016; Levitsky & Ziblatt, 2018; Luce, 2017; Financial

Times, 2020).

Characteristics that set all these populists and politicians apart from other political leaders
include their personality, charisma, and ability to connect with the common people through
political discourse, “showmanship,” style of leadership, and their perceived public image (Craig,
1976; Kabaservice, 2020; The Economist, 2018). In turn, the popularity of populists and other
politicians —who employ populist rhetoric — with their supporters and even segments of the general
electorate have contributed to the establishment of political movements based on their image,
personality and ideas (Caldwell, 2020; Craig, 1976). This notion of building a political movement

around a political figure resonates with the one of the previously noted definitions of personalism.
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That definition defines personalism as the allegiance to a person rather than to an ideology or
political party (Oxford English Dictionary, 2005; Craig, 1976). In some extreme cases, cult-like
and conspiracy-driven groups like QAnon have portrayed politicians, such as former U.S.
President Trump, as messiahs or prophets (Carmichael, Coleman, & Robinson, 2020; Muirhead &
Rosenblum, 2018; Stratton, 2020). QAnon and cult-like Trump supporters have even portrayed
former U.S. President Trump as their salvation against the political establishment, the allegedly
corrupt Democrats, and the criminal networks — or the "the deep state” — that supposedly control
government institutions (Carmichael, Coleman, & Robinson, 2020; Muirhead & Rosenblum,

2018; Stratton, 2020).

A number of those political and populist movements have outlived the political leaders
around which they were first constructed to support and have contributed to the rise of other
politicians, who claim to embody the ideals of those populist and political leaders (Caldwell,
2020). For example, in Argentina, former President Juan Peron, who served in office from 1946
to 1955 and from 1973 until he died in 1974, had a populist movement built around his persona
and policies (Craig, 1976; Kandell, 1974; Taladrid, 2020). Peron's political movement has outlived
him. Today, members of his political movement continue to refer to themselves as "Peronistas,"
or Peronists in English (Craig, 1976; Kandell, 1974; Taladrid, 2020). In 2003 and 2007,
respectively, two Peronist leaders were elected President of Argentina: Nestor Kirchner and
subsequently his wife, Cristina Ferndndez de Kirchner (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019). Most
recently, in the 2019 Argentine General Elections, Peronist leader — Alberto Fernandez — was
elected President of Argentina, with former President Fernandez de Kirchner as his vice-president
(Misculin, 2020; Taladrid, 2020). Furthermore, in the United States, among certain academics and

journalists, including Christopher Caldwell, questions have been raised about whether
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"Trumpism™ will remain active long after former U.S President Trump is gone (Caldwell, 2020;

Patman, 2021; Reid & Tanfani, 2020).

Like Peronism in Argentina and, possibly, Trumpism in the United States, French politics
have not been exempted from populist political movements (Friedman, 2017; Peker, 2020;
Williamson, 2016). Throughout France's political history, several political movements have been
established around the personality, image, policies and ideals of several politicians, including
Charles De Gaulle, who served as President of France from 1959 to 1969 (Leruth, 2019; Pickles,
2020; Williamson, 2016). According to Benjamin Leruth, De Gaulle's political legacy transformed
"itself into a long-standing political movement representing key tenets advocated during his
presidency” (Leruth, 2019). Several French politicians and political parties, such as Les
Républicains, have been characterized as Gaullists for evoking some of De Gaulle's key tenets,
including the need to have a strong centralized state and unified society (Leruth, 2019). However,
there is no real consensus regarding which type of ideology across the left and right political
spectrum Gaullism represents (Leruth, 2019). For instance, left-wing parties like the now-defunct
Union Démocratique du Travail have previously promoted Gaullism's "social dimensions"

(Leruth, 2019).

Unlike her father,” MLP has quoted De Gaulle and made references to the former French
president throughout some of her speeches; tries to portray herself as an adherent to several of De

Gaulle's political ideologies, and promotes some of her policies on French national identity and

7 As a veteran of the Algerian War, Jean-Marie Le Pen has continuously expressed his disdain for De Gaulle and was opposed to
the former French president's decision to grant independence to Algeria, a former French colony, during the 1960s (Soullier, 2020;
Stockemer, 2017). Under IMLP’s leadership, the RN was perceived as anti-Gaullist (Horton, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). Moreover,
in his 2018 book, entitled Mémoires: fils de la nation, MLP blamed De Gaulle for being a “horrible source of suffering for France”
(Soullier, 2020).
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sovereignty as being compatible with some of De Gaulle’s key presidential tenets® (McAuley,
2017; Stockemer, 2017). For instance, in 2011, she appropriated De Gaulle’s legacy of a Europe
comprised of sovereign nations by expressing publicly the following: “...Politics is nothing than
the art of reality. And the reality is that Europe is now made up of nations” (Eltchaninoff, 2018).
Most recently, in a 25 June 2020 article from la Revue politique et Parlementaire, MLP honoured
De Gaulle's legacy when she wrote that the former president — who was also the military leader of
the Free French forces in the Second World War —was a "great man" (Hird, 2020; Soullier, 2020).
In that same article, she wrote how the RN is the only French political party currently representing
his ideals (Hird, 2020; Soullier, 2020). She also travelled on 17 June 2020 to Tle de Sein,® located
in the region of Brittany, where she gave a speech to honour De Gaulle and the French military
personnel, who fought on behalf of Free France in the Second World War (Horton, 2020). To put
it briefly, MLP is trying to reshape the RN’s image into a legitimate part of the mainstream political
right and an older republican-nationalist tradition through her efforts to make the RN’s policies

seem compatible with De Gaulle’s political ideology (Bastow, 2018; Eltchaninoff, 2018).

B. Leadership Style

MLP's leadership style concerning how the RN is run is similar to that of her father, albeit with
some minor differences. According to several academics, there are certain similar leadership

strategies and characteristics within the party that have been employed by JMLP and MLP as

8 The four key tenets of De Gaulle's presidency are: independence of France, which centers mainly around the notion of protecting
France's sovereignty vis a vis supranational organizations; authority of the state, which emphasizes the idea of having a centralized
government and a strong executive branch; unity of the French people, which refers to the concept of national unity "beyond right
and left ideologies"; and leadership of Gaulle, which focuses on having a charismatic leader who assures that there is a strong
relationship between the state and its citizenry (Leruth, 2019).

9 Marine Le Pen's visit on 17 June 2020 to Tle de Sein was not welcomed by some of the residents of the island. Her visit was
perceived to be provocative, especially because her party continues to be divisive due in part to its xenophobic and nationalist
rhetoric and policies (Horton, 2020). She was also not invited the next day — on 18 June 2020 — by local government officials to
attend the island’s official ceremony commemoration of the 80" anniversary of Charles De Gaulle’s June 1940 calls to French
citizens to resist their Nazi occupiers (France 24, 2020; Horton, 2020).
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leaders of the RN, formerly known as the FN until 2018 (Shields, 2013; Stockemer, 2017). In his
2017 book, entitled the Front National in France, Stockemer lists three similar leadership
strategies employed by both MLP and JMLP, which this paper then expands upon in the three

subsections found below (Stockemer, 2017).

1. Familial Connections

The first strategy is based on the notion of maintaining the RN's political leadership in the
hands of members of the Le Pen family, close relatives, and close associates (Stockemer, 2017).
Over the years, especially during the 1990s, JMLP’s second wife — Jany Le Pen —and a number
of his close relatives besides MLP have had influential roles in the party (Stockemer, 2017,
Vattaire, 2021). In fact, MLP's two older sisters, Marie-Caroline Le Pen and Yann Le Pen have
been actively involved in the RN (Gala, nd.; Stockemer, 2017). Although Marie-Caroline Le Pen
was briefly expelled from the party in 1998 after she and her husband, Philippe Olivier, supported
Bruno Mégret, a former political ally and subsequent political rival of JMLP, she returned to the
party in the late 2000s (Avellaneda, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). Marie-Caroline Le Pen has had an
active career in politics and previously served as a councillor for the Tle-de-France region from
1992 to 1998 (Avellaneda, 2020; Gala, nd.). As well, during France's 2020 municipal elections,
Marie-Caroline Le Pen ran for councillor in Calais; however, she eventually lost those elections

(Avellaneda, 2020; Franceinfo, 2020).

On the other hand, Yann Le Pen has been involved in helping to organize RN meetings and
events; previously worked as a parliamentary assistant from 2009 to 2014 for an RN Member of
the European Parliament (MEP); and has served as an advisor to MLP (Gala, nd.; Stockemer,
2017). Yann Le Pen's husband, Samuel Maréchal, was also actively involved in the RN (Bizeul,

2019). Maréchal served as the RN's youth movement leader during the 1990s; and initially worked
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alongside MLP to de-demonize the party (Bizeul, 2019; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Faye, 2017). As well,
both Yann Le Pen and Samuel Maréchal are the parents of MLP’s niece and the far-right’s rising

star, Marion Maréchal (née Maréchal-Le Pen) (Shields, 2013).

Marion Maréchal is a member of "the third generation of Le Pens,” who has followed her
aunt's and grandfather's footsteps into politics (Stockemer, 2017). Under the RN presidency of
MLP, Marion Maréchal rose to political prominence in 2012, when she was elected at 22 years old
to serve as a deputy of France's National Assembly until 2017 (Shields, 2013; Stockemer, 2017).
Since then, Marion Maréchal's growing political popularity among far-right political groups has
resulted in her being touted by those groups as a future presidential candidate (Carraud, 2019).
Those groups have also seen her as MLP's anointed successor to the RN leadership (Carraud,
2019). However, Marion Maréchal left the RN after MLP lost France's 2017 presidential elections
(Smith S., 2017). She reportedly left the RN due to disagreements with her aunt over party policies
concerning economic protectionism, the euro, abortion rights, and the MLP's decision to make

attempts to move the RN towards the centre of the left-right political spectrum (Smith S., 2017).

Even though she is currently not politically involved in the RN, Marion Maréchal's views
on politics, religion, and other societal issues align closely with that of a segment of the RN's
membership, which includes ardent supporters of JMLP, conservative-Catholics and party
traditionalists (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Smith S., 2017). Marion Maréchal has more conservative views
on social issues, as indicated in her stern opposition to abortion and increased LGBTI rights, but
she also has expressed liberal views on economic matters (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Rolling Stone
Magazine, 2016). However, Marion Maréchal recently suggested in September 2020 that her aunt

seek a coalition with France's centre-right and right-wing parties, so those other parties could help
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the RN increase its political and electoral support during France's 2022 presidential elections

(Keohane, 2020).

Furthermore, in 2018, Marion Maréchal founded the non-accredited academic institution
called the Institute of Social, Economic and Political Sciences (ISSEP) to educate the next
generation of far-right politicians and members of the "new conservative elite, in business, culture,
and politics” (De La Baume, 2018; Williams M., 2018). ISSEP aims to bring together academics,
students and intellectuals, who embrace political ideologies of far-right movements, and
conservative and right-wing parties, such as Les Républicains, among others (De La Baume, 2018;
Jackson, 2016; Williams M., 2018). Most recently, in December 2020, Marion Maréchal
announced the launching of the ISSEP's far-right think tank — the Center for Analysis and
Prospective (CAP) — which would work towards contributing to the "public discourse™ in France

(Bermingham, 2020).

Lastly, other close relatives of the Le Pen family, who have been involved in the RN,
include Philippe Olivier (Stockemer, 2017). As mentioned above, Olivier is married to Yann Le
Pen, and he recently worked for MLP as an advisor since returning to the party in the late 2000s
(Stockemer, 2017). MLP's former partner — Louis Aliot — is also politically active, within the RN.
He previously served several official roles in municipal politics, including as councillor for the
region of Languedoc-Roussillon from 2010 to 2015 (Soullier, 2020). As well, while serving as
the RN’s vice-president from 2011 to 2018, he was an MEP from 2014 to 2017; and a deputy of
France’s National Assembly between 2017 and 2020 (European Parliament, 2017; National
Assembly of France, 2020). He was recently elected the Mayor of Perpignan, a city of

approximately 100,000 inhabitants located in France's south (Soullier, 2020).
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2. The Strong Leader

The second strategy, which was and has been employed by MLP and her father, respectively,
is that of ruling the party with an “iron fist” (Stockemer, 2017). During his RN presidency, JMLP
was known for expelling party members and officials, who posed a threat to his leadership over
the party, such as Bruno Mégret. Mégret joined the RN in the 1980s and rose through the party
ranks to become the party's general director. In other words, he subsequently became very close
to and was perceived as the "right-hand” man of JIMLP (Bizeul, 2019). While serving as the party’s
general director, Mégret was tasked with overseeing the RN's political strategy and discourse, and
played an important role in reformulating the party's xenophobic rhetoric and policies to soften the
party's image (Stockemer, 2017).

Mégret has also been credited with helping to develop some of the party's main anti-
immigrant policies between the late 1980s and the 1990s (Stockemer, 2017; The Economist, 1999;
Williams M. H., 2011). Those policies were centred around the term of “national preference,”
which was employed often by the party and JMLP to advocate for giving priority to French
nationals over non-nationals when allocating housing, welfare services and employment
opportunities (The Economist, 1999; Williams M. H., 2011). As well, he has been closely
associated with the Nouvelle Droite,'° which is a far-right political movement established by Alain
Benoist and other members of the far-right Groupement de recherche et d'études pour la
civilisation européenne think tank (GRECE) in the late 1960s (Bar-On, 2017; Chatterton Williams,
2017; Francois, 2014; Pfaff, 1998). During his time as a member of the RN, Bruno Mégret

promoted anti-immigrant policies, such as deporting millions of migrants living in France, and

10 According to Professor Tamir Bar-On, the Nouvelle Droite strongly rejects Judeo-Christian traditions, liberalism,
multiculturalism and socialism, while advocating for Europe’s return to its more ethnically homogenous and paganist past (Bar-
On, 2017; Frangois, 2014). The ND has previously proposed the creation of a French society built on "a commitment to elitism,
eugenics, paganism and an ethnologically rationalized racism” (Pfaff, 1998).
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made ethnocentric and nativist remarks about “French civilization” being superior to other

civilizations (The Economist, 1999).

Meégret’s close relationship with JMLP eventually came to an end in the late 1990s after a
series of events that contributed to a political and personal rift between the two men (Stockemer,
2017). JMLP was not supportive of Mégret’s efforts to form alliances between the RN and French
right-wing parties; he also opposed the latter’s attempts to transform the party from a fringe party
to a mainstream political party (Stockemer, 2017; The Economist, 1999). Between 1997 and 1998,
the ideological and political differences became more apparent between both men (Stockemer,
2017). During that period, they publicly exchanged personal insults, and JMLP was even quoted
to have said that RN supporters of Mégret should stop supporting his political arrival and rally
instead to his side (BBC News, 1998). The conflict between the two men culminated in the removal
of Mégret!! from the party (Stockemer, 2017; The Economist, 1999). JMLP also mercilessly
sought out revenge on anyone who supported Mégret’s bid to become the new leader of the RN,
and expelled them from his party (Whitney, 1998). As previously mentioned, supporters of Mégret
who were expelled from the RN by JMLP included Marie-Caroline Le Pen and her husband,

Philippe Olivier.

Like her father, MLP has not shied away from expelling or punishing party officials who are
perceived to pose a threat to her authority over the RN. From the time when she was elected the
leader of the RN, MLP has sought out to remove any supporters of any political opponents of hers,
including those of Bruno Gollsnich in 2011 (Stockemer, 2017). As well, as part of her efforts to

de-demonize the RN, she has removed or punished party officials and members — including her

11 After leaving the RN, Mégret established the Mouvement National Républicain in 1999, which took a significant percentage of
votes from Jean-Marie Le Pen’s party in the 1999 European Parliamentary Elections (Chrisafis, 2017). In those elections, the RN
won only 5.7% of the votes that voters cast, while Mégret's earned 3.3% of the votes (Stockemer, 2017).
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father'? — who have explicitly made either racist, anti-Semitic and, or xenophobic comments in
public and do not represent her "more moderate views" on race (BBC, 2015; Morenne, 2017;
Stockemer, 2017). In that regard, in April 2017, MLP forced Jean-Francois Jalkh to resign as RN's
interim leader while she ran in France's 2017 presidential elections (Morenne, 2017). MLP
demoted Jalkh for praising Holocaust deniers and stating in an interview that he doubted the Nazis
used Zyklon B gas to commit the genocide of Jewish people during the Holocaust (Morenne,

2017).

Florian Philippot is another former important party official, who like Mégret, had a close
relationship with the RN leader before departing from the party (Chrisafis, 2017). Philippot joined
the RN in 2009; became an important influencer regarding MLP's ongoing efforts to de-demonize
the party; eventually rose through the party ranks to become the Vice-President responsible for the
RN’s Communication and Strategy; and helped to attract new and younger members from a wide
range of professional backgrounds — including university graduates and public servants — to join
and support the RN (Lorimer, 2017). However, MLP’s defeat in France’s 2017 presidential
elections to French President Macron not only resulted in the departure of her niece, Marion

Maréchal, from the party, but also of Philippot (Eltchaninoff, 2018).

Several RN members actually blamed Philippot for MLP's electoral loss in France's 2017
presidential despite a number of his proposed policies on social and economic issues being credited
with attracting more voters and supporters to the party (Chrisafis, 2017). More specifically, far-
right RN members and other party traditionalists accused him of being behind MLP’s attempts to

soften the RN’s stance on social issues like abortion, same-sex civil unions and contraception, and

12 Jean-Marie Le Pen’s constant criticism of her daughter’s leadership style also contributed to his dismissal from the party
(Stockemer, 2017).
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shifting the party’s economic policies to the left of the political spectrum (Chassany, 2017;
Chrisafis, 2017). Other RN supporters and party members were also critical of Philippot’s support
for a potential “Frexit,” which was a policy that MLP previously promoted before she realized that

it was not as popular among most French voters (Bastow, 2018; Chassany, 2017).

Before resigning from the RN in September 2017, Philippot established an association called
rassemblement patriote'® within the party (Bastow, 2018; Chassany, 2017; Lorimer, 2017). The
creation of that association contributed to Philippot's demotion from overseeing the RN's political
strategy and communications (Chassany, 2017; Chrisafis, 2017). MLP saw his association as a
potential threat to her leadership (Chassany, 2017; Chrisafis, 2017). In sum, as Bastow notes,
several factors contributed to Philippot's removal from his role as the RN's vice-president,
including the growing unpopularity among RN members of his more progressive views on social
issues; his decision to continue to advocate for France's departure from the EU despite MLP's
decision to soften her stance on that issue; and his subsequent efforts to form alliances with certain
elements of Les Républicains (Bastow, 2018). Furthermore, Philippot's resignation shows that
MLP, like her father, seeks to punish anyone, who is a threat to her autocratic control over the
party or even, no longer has her support due to political differences (Bastow, 2018; Chassany,

2017; Chrisafis, 2017).

3. Cult of Personality
The third leadership style strategy employed by MLP and her father has been the creation of a
cult of personality around their family name and, especially in the former’s case, her first name

and gender (Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). Similar to the use of the terms "Gaullism" and

13 Following his departure from the RN in 2017, Philippot established a new far-right and Eurosceptic political party called Les
Patriotes (Nordstrom, 2017).
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"Gaullists" to refer to political movements associated with De Gaulle and those who adhere to a
certain number of his political ideologies, similar terms exist regarding JMLP's and MLP's political
ideologies (Leruth, 2019; Pickles, 2020). Some of those terms include "Lepéniste," which, like
"Gaullist," has been used to refer to individuals who support and adhere to the political ideologies
and movement of JMLP (Mayer & Perrineau, 1992; Mayer, 2013). On the other hand, the term
“Lepénisme” has been used to refer to the “ideological-discursive system of the Front National”
and its former leader, IMLP (Alberdi, 2020). Moreover, the term “gaucho-lepénisme,” which was
coined by political scientist Pascal Perrineau, has been used to categorize certain segments of the
French electorate — who, despite identifying themselves as being on the left of the left-right
political spectrum — support the anti-migrant policies and political agenda of the RN, and, or have
voted for the party in previous elections (Perrineau, 2016). The terms “Lepénisme” and
“Lepéniste™ can also both be used to refer to MLP's political movement and ideologies (Stockemer,
2017). Still, the term “Marinisme” is nowadays more often used to highlight her decision to "break

away with the party's hardline tradition[s]" (Stockemer, 2017).

MLP is credited with creating the term "Marinisme," and the common use of that term among
her followers has contributed to forming a cult of personality around her name and public image
(Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). In a series of interviews conducted between 2013 and 2017 — with
RN members, Dorit Geva heard from political activists, party members, and representatives from
the party’s youth organization about their views on MLP’s leadership style and public image
(Geva, 2020). During one of those interviews, an RN politician told Professor Geva that she only
became involved in politics after MLP took over the party leadership (Geva, 2020). Like many
other new party members, the interviewee considered herself to be a "Mariniste” (Geva, 2020).

Furthermore, as maintained by Maria Carmen Alberdi, the term "Marinisme" is sometimes
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employed as an attempt to attract more political support from individuals who traditionally did not
vote for JMLP (Alberdi, 2020). The use of the term "Marinisme" is part of MLP's de-demonization
strategy to make the party's identity politics, nationalist and xenophobic rhetoric, and anti-

immigrant policies more appealing to ordinary citizens (Alberdi, 2020; Stockemer, 2017).

There are several other reasons why the cult of personality strategy has been more prominent
under MLP's leadership of the RN. Several official party communiqués and programmes have
emphasized portraying MLP as an advocate for the people's general will and as a new kind of
modern leader who is more adept than her father at addressing new policy issues (Stockemer,
2017). For example, the slogan “au nom du peuple”* was the main theme of MLP's 2017
presidential campaign (Le Pen M., 2017; Willsher, 2017). During her campaign, party posters, the
2017 electoral programme, and other party material used the slogan alongside the words "Marine
Président"” rather than the party's logo or name (Le Pen M., 2017; Willsher, 2017). Aswell, MLP's
2017 presidential campaign and other party materials have sought to convey an image of MLP as
a political outsider and someone who "is the saviour of France" (Le Pen M., 2017; Stockemer,

2017).

Several references to MLP, which place her at the centre of her political party, can also be
found throughout the RN's social media platforms and official website (Rassemblement National,
2021). There is even a link to the party's new online social platform, M L’Avenir, whose official
name includes her first initial on the RN website. Marine Le Pen launched M L’Avenir®® — on 25

January 2021 — to encourage party members and officials, and her supporters and future voters to

14 Marie Le Pen's 2017 campaign slogan literally translates into "In the Name of the People” (Galbreath, 2017). Still, it could also
be deciphered as a nationalist, racist and nativist slogan, which calls for returning to an era when France only belonged to the
French whites (Galbreath, 2017).

15 The new platform is also seen as an attempt for MLP to attract more supporters to her political cause as she potentially plans to
run for President of France in 2022 (Geoffroy, 2021; M L'Avenir, 2021).
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use the platform to discuss and publish articles on a wide range of issues, including immigration,
the economy, and France's membership in the European Union (Geoffroy, 2021; M L'Avenir,
2021). An image of MLP is actually found near the bottom of M L'Avenir's welcome webpage
alongside a message — "let's build together the France of tomorrow” — which invites participants

to join her new social platform and political movement (Geoffroy, 2021; M L'Avenir, 2021).

Lastly, other reasons that explain the existing cult of personality around MLP include her
attempts to portray herself as a caring mother while also conveying the image of having the same
masculine virtues of a male leader like her father (Geva, 2020). Her supporters see her as the
embodiment of the RN's past and as the party's political daughter because she has been actively
involved in politics since the age of 18 (Geva, 2020). However, they also see her as a maternal 16
caretaker of France's future; a modern working woman; a captain responsible for leading her troops
in defence of the French nation; a commander like Napoleon Bonaparte or De Gaulle due to her
authoritative rule over the party; and even, as a seductress because she has been “sexualized” !’ by

some of her followers (Geva, 2020).

C. PublicImage

As previously noted, JMLP has constantly made public remarks which are outright racist,
xenophobic, Islamophobic and anti-Semitic (Shields, 2007; Williams M. H., 2011). His "slips of
the tongue™ have created a lot of political embarrassment for the party and his daughter, who has
made attempts to soften the RN's public image (Clifton, 2013). JMLP's use of blatantly racist

imagery and inflammatory language has contributed to the RN's political stigmatization, especially

16 More specifically, younger members of the RN tend to see MLP as a caring mother, while older adherents, who have supported
the party since Jean-Marie Le Pen was the leader, see her as the party's daughter (Geva, 2020).

17 According to Professor Dorit Geva, the “sexualization” of MLP among certain of her followers has helped to soften her public
image despite it being normally used to undermine the political authority of women political figures (Geva, 2020)
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during his time as leader of the party (Clifton, 2013). JMLP is someone who does not really care
about whether he is publicly portrayed in a negative image because, according to Eltchaninoff, he
likes to be seen as the villain as long as his ideas and comments remain in the public spotlight
(Eltchaninoff, 2018; Shields, 2007). Like former U.S President Trump's explicit use of xenophobia
and racism to make an appeal to extreme factions within his base, which are xenophobic, racist
and white supremacist (Albertson, 2020). JMLP has also directed his "slips of the tongue™ towards
some of his more ardent supporters, who are racist, anti-Semitic, homophobic and xenophobic
(Albertson, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). Furthermore, similarly to Trump, JMLP's popularity among
most of his supporters also stemmed in part from his charismatic and "populist approachability”

to conducting politics (Stockemer, 2017; Williams M. H., 2011).

MLP has followed her father's steps in continuing the type of populist and charismatics politics
that JIMLP employed while serving as the RN leader (Clifton, 2013). MLP is known for her
populist and charismatic politics, which are more pronounced than her father’s and have
contributed to the existing cult of personality around her image and political appeal among her
supporters (Stockemer, 2017; Williams M. H., 2011). MLP does not have the same oratory skills
as her father (Eltchaninoff, 2018). However, she shares his ability to use political discourse and
imagery to manipulate people's emotions on immigration, domestic terrorism, economic stagnation
and globalization (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Galbreath, 2017; Geva, 2020; Pedder, 2016; Stockemer,
2017). Marine Le Pen could even be compared somewhat to a science-fiction villain, such as
Emperor Palpatine from Star Wars through her use of political rhetoric and imagery to appeal and
manipulate the negative emotions of her supporters — including hate, fear, the desire for violence

and revenge (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Guerrero & Jamora, 2007). Likewise, in Star Wars, Emperor
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Palpatine drew his political power in part from manipulating people's feelings of fear, anger,

revenge, hatred and aggression (Guerrero & Jamora, 2007).

Another shared characteristic between JMLP and MLP are their attempts to portray themselves
publicly and the RN as victims of the media and the "bankrupt™ political establishment (Michelot
& Quencez, 2017; Stockemer, 2017; Sayare, 2017). Both of them have effectively used the media
as an important political tool to expand their audience, even if most media outlets tend to be hostile
towards their xenophobic rhetoric and nativist policies. According to Professor Stockemer, during
the 1980s, had then French President Frangois Mitterrand*® and several media outlets not granted
JMLP, with the opportunity to publicly appear on popular televised shows like L heure de verité,
it might be possible that the RN would not have been brought to the political forefront (Sayare,

2017; Stockemer, 2017).

MLP has better relations with the media than her father due to her attempts to de-demonize the
RN's public image and her ability to publicly engage with journalists without having to use
inflammatory and explicit xenophobic language (Carnegy, 2014; Stockemer, 2017). She has
mostly been careful in refraining from often using words or making direct comments that could
negatively affect her and the RN's public image. However, she has had several "slips of the tongue”
regarding some of her previous Islamophobic comments (Brubaker, 2017). Unlike her father, she
does care about how the media portrays her publicly and is known for scrutinizing the media's
coverage of her party and political campaigns (Sayare, 2017; Stockemer, 2017). MLP's charisma

and somewhat close relationship with the media have also enabled her to publicly appear in some

18 Former French President Mitterrand's government also temporarily introduced the proportional representation system into
France's 1986 legislative elections. Those temporal changes to France's electoral system helped Jean-Marie Le Pen's party win 35
seats in those elections and opened a door for far-right parties to be able to influence French politics (Petroni, 2002; Stockemer,
2017).
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of France's most-watched television channels, including TF1 (Sayare, 2017). In some cases, a
number of French media outlets have even portrayed MLP as an embodiment of the new generation
of political leaders, who seem to be more politically in tune with most voters' social and economic
needs (Stockemer, 2017).

MLP has also resorted to employing the “neither left nor right, but French” slogan as part
of her rhetorical efforts to de-demonize the RN and improve her public image (Bizeul, 2019;
Eltchaninoff, 2018; Faye, 2017). The slogan in question has been an important instrument for
helping MLP and her party to earn more votes and political support from voters, who traditionally
vote for left-leaning or mainstream political parties (Eltchaninoff, 2018). MLP has constantly used
the slogan to rebuke any type of criticism aimed at portraying the RN as an extreme far-right party,
(Eltchaninoff, 2018). However, the "neither left nor right, but French” slogan has also publicly
been used — since 1995 — by other party officials to improve the party's public image before MLP

became party leader (Bizeul, 2019; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Faye, 2017).

Marion Marechal’s father, Samuel Maréchal, is credited with creating the slogan, which was
even the title of his 1996 book, entitled Ni droite, ni gauche...Francais ! (Bizeul, 2019;
Eltchaninoff, 2018; Faye, 2017; Lorimer, 2018). In his 1996 book, Samuel Maréchal argued that
the RN is neither a left nor right political party, but rather a political party that fights for all French
nationals' interests and which can be found outside of the left-right political spectrum (Lorimer,
2018). Therefore, MLP's use of the "neither left nor right, but French" slogan is part of a
continuation of efforts to soften the party's image in addition to portraying her party and herself as
political outsiders (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Lorimer, 2018). As well, MLP's efforts to soften her public

image and that of the party encompass the type of rhetoric she has employed to convey an image
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of herself as a political outsider and defender of the working classes as opposed to being a member

of the corrupt political establishment (Eltchaninoff, 2018).

In her past speeches, MLP has used vocabulary — such as "le grand patronat,” which translates
literally into big businesses — that were previously associated with France’s communist and far
left-wing parties to criticize members of the political establishment (Goldhammer, 2015; Le Pen
M., 2015). In some of her previous speeches and official party material, MLP's has also quoted
public figures not associated with the far-right, such as Karl Marx, George Orwell, Albert Einstein,
Hannah Arendt, and left-wing politicians George Clemenceau, Jules Ferry and Jean Jaures, among
others (Castro, 2017; Eltchaninoff, 2018). Regarding the French civil service, she has made recent
efforts to portray herself as their ally even though her party previously attacked civil servants for
being "the embodiment of a blinkered governing class™" (Sayare, 2017). For instance, in 2018, the
RN released a press release not only highlighting MLP’s opposition to French President Macron’s
reforms to the public service — which included reducing public spending and the number of civil
servants (Le Pen, 2018). That same press release also attacked the French government's proposed

reforms to privatize several services provided by the French public sector (Le Pen, 2018).

D. The RN Electorate

Like any other political party, the RN's political survival and ability to win elections depend
on its capacity to engage the electorate and its partisan base to persuade them to support the party's
policies and leadership (Huckfeldt & Sprague, 1992). Since taking over the RN's leadership from
her father, MLP has managed to more than double her party's vote share throughout France's recent
elections (Amengay & Stockemer, 2015). A considerate portion of the RN's electorate consists of
individuals with low education levels and from France's working-class (Amengay & Stockemer,
2015). MLP has successfully expanded her electorate base to include more political supporters,
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who "belong to the socio-demographic strata traditionally, overrepresented within its electorate”

(Amengay & Stockemer, 2015).

A significant difference between MLP's electorate and her father's electorate is that the
number of younger people supporting the RN's policies has also increased over the years
(Amengay & Stockemer, 2015; Geva, 2020). The RN's youth organization — Génération Nation,
formerly known as Front National de la Jeunesse — has been an important asset for MLP in
engaging younger voters to vote for her party in France's presidential, regional and municipal
elections, and the European parliamentary elections (Geva, 2020). Génération Nation has helped
young representatives from the party to get elected into office and has been involved in recruiting
more youth to join the RN's membership (Geva, 2020; Schultheis, 2017). Additionally, more
youthful people throughout western Europe — who have become increasingly mistrustful of
mainstream political parties and democratic institutions — are reported to be more supportive of
politicians, including MLP, who employ populist rhetoric to portray themselves as political
outsiders (Bamat, 2017; Foa & Mounck, 2016). During the first-round runoff of France's 2017
presidential elections, MLP won approximately 21% of the total votes cast by youth aged between
18 and 24 years old, while also winning 24% and 29% of the total votes cast by voters aged 25 to
34 years old and 35 to 49 years old, respectively, during the first-round runoff of France's 2017

presidential elections (Bamat, 2017; Schultheis, 2017).

MLP has also been receiving increasing political support from certain segments of France's
LGBTI, Jewish and immigrant communities, and individuals with university degrees due to several
factors including her decision to soften the RN’s socially conservative stance on a number of social
issues — including same-sex civil unions and abortion (Adamson, 2017; Chalk, 2017; Geva, 2020).

Her father would not have achieved a similar feat of attracting a wider range of voters due to his
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anti-Semitic, misogynistic, racist and homophobic explicit views (Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017).
JMLP was also not fully committed during his time as party leader in transforming the RN into a
mainstream political party (Chalk, 2017; Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). Moreover, during one of
her first public speeches as RN party leader, on 1 May 2011, she invited women, gay people,
Jewish people, Muslims, and other minority groups to join and support her party (Dumitrescu,
2016). However, as it is later discussed in this paper’s main conclusion, MLP’s de-demonization

strategy could lead to decreased support for some members of the RN’s traditional base.

Nevertheless, as highlighted in a series of surveys between 1988 and 2012 on French voters'
stance on immigration and the death penalty, most RN voters were found to have the same political
stance on immigration and the death penalty as individuals found on the far-right of the left-right
political spectrum (Mayer, 2013). According to those surveys, approximately 88% of RN voters —
who voted in 2012 — agreed with the statement that “there are too many immigrants in France™;
70% of MLP's voters from 2012 were also supportive of restoring the death penalty in France
(Mayer, 2013). When JMLP ran for President of France in 1988, 1995, 2002 and 2007, the surveys
mentioned above found similar percentages among his voters: the percentage of RN voters who
believed there were too many migrants living in France ranged from 90% and 95%, while the
percentage of support from RN voters for the reestablishment of France's death penalty ranged
between 75% and 95% (Mayer, 2013). According to French political scientist Nonna Mayer, a
significant number of MLP’s electoral supporters are still socially and ideologically very similar
to her father’s electoral supporters despite the former’s success in attracting more women, youth,
and working-class voters to her political cause (Geva, 2020; Mayer, 2013). As well, Mayer states

in her 2013 article, entitled From Jean-Marie to Marine Le Pen: Electoral Change on the Far
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Right, how “ethnocentrist-authoritarian” attitudes are still some of the main distinctive features of

RN voters (Mayer, 2013).

E. Party Membership

MLP's recent efforts to soften the image of her party has indeed resulted in more people, with
different societal, religious and cultural backgrounds, supporting and joining the ranks of the RN
even though most party members are from France's lower societal classes (Amengay & Stockemer,
2015; Chalk, 2017; Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). The party no longer seeks to only attract to its
membership individuals from the working-classes and who have been affected by globalization or
further European integration. To paraphrase Stockemer, the RN’s ability to attract more supporters

to its political cause has basically transformed the party into a “catch-all.... Volksparty”

(Stockemer, 2017).

Since 2011, MLP has not allowed "skinheads" and far-right extremists from attending her
political rallies and events to prevent any further political and racial clashes, which previously
occurred at several RN public events (Bon, 2011; Melander, 2017). She has publicly dismissed
neo-Nazis, "skinheads," and RN ardent supporters — who do not adhere to or support the party's
de-demonization — while embracing individuals who have not traditionally supported her party,
including gay people (Stockemer, 2017). Among the party's membership, there are even members,
who are Muslim,*® even though MLP has continued to target France’s Muslim community as part

of her xenophobic rhetoric and anti-immigrant policies (Geva, 2020).

18 As part of her 2013-2017 interviews with RN supporters, Professor Geva interviewed an RN youth of Sunni Moroccan descent,
who expressed his support for Marine Le Pen by comparing her to Joan of Arc (Geva, 2020).

44



Before France's 2017 Presidential elections, MLP's efforts to allow a wide range of supporters
to join her party contributed to a rise in the party's membership, which almost quadrupled between
2011 and 2014 (Stockemer, 2017). During that time, the RN's official membership rose from about
20,000 card-carrying members to more than 80,000 (Stockemer, 2017). However, according to
several news reports from 2018,%° during that same year, the RN’s membership was reported to
have decreased to more than 30,000 card-carrying members (Europel, 2018; Galiero & Sapin,
2018). Most recently, in 2019, it was reported that there were approximately 25,000 card-carrying

members of the RN (Le Baron, 2018).

The recent decrease in the number of RN card-carrying members could be due to several
factors, including the departure of the popular and socially conservative Marion Maréchal from
the RN; the party’s growing debt; the lack of enthusiasm around the party leadership since MLP’s
loss in the French 2017 presidential elections; and her “disastrous” televised debate with then LRM
presidential candidate Macron during which MLP seemed unprepared to debate her rival
(Eltchaninoff, 2018; Europel, 2018; Smith S., 2017). However, as of 29 January 2021, the RN's
website continues to claim that the party has approximately 83,000 members and supporters

(Rassemblement National, 2021).

F. Chapter Conclusion

Despite the change in leadership, the RN brand continues to be closely associated with the Le
Pen family. The RN is perceived as the equivalent of a "family run business™ because, as mentioned

above, members of the Le Pen family and their close relatives have always held influential roles

20 |_e Figaro was one of the main media outlets to have reported the decrease of RN card-carrying members based on the number
of registered party members and contributors when the party held its March 2018 congress in Lille (Galiero & Sapin, 2018).
However, at that time, the news outlet was also cautious with confirming that there were only 38,000 RN card-carrying members
since the party had trouble registering online some of its members (Galiero & Sapin, 2018; Les Inrockuptibles, 2018).
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within the party (Chrisafis, 2015; Fraser, 2014; Wessel, 2014). With the Le Pen surname being so
closely associated with the RN's brand and image, it is nowadays difficult to think of a scenario
where the party is no longer run by a Le Pen family member (Beardsly, 2017). Although MLP has
managed to distance herself from her father’s more radical views on race, sexual orientation,
religion and social issues, his legacy continues to cast a shadow over the party’s public image and
political popularity (Ray, nd.; Stothard, 2017). MLP's critics have sought to constantly remind
French voters that the RN continues to be a far-right party, which continues to have close

connections to its xenophobic and anti-Semitic roots (Strothard, 2017).

MLP's policies, rhetoric, political views and persona continue to be compared to that of her
father because, as previously mentioned, there are similarities, but also differences in regards to
those characteristics (Shields, 2013; Stockemer, 2017). It seems like the cult of personality is more
pronounced regarding MLP than her father because of her supporter's devotion to her public image,
charisma, gender, and leadership role (Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017). However, one should not
forget that MLP's popularity among her followers is also due to her being the daughter of JMLP,
one of the RN's co-founders (Geva, 2020; Stockemer, 2017; Williams M. H., 2011). It is also not
fair to fully credit MLP with the RN's de-demonization because she did not start the process of
softening the public image of the party (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017). Throughout the
RN’s history, other individuals — such as Samuel Maréchal, Bruno Mégret, and Florian Philippot
— played an important role in de-demonizing the party's public image (Eltchaninoff, 2018;
Stockemer, 2017). Even JMLP could be credited with trying to soften the image of France's radical
and far-right movements when he co-founded the RN in 1972, to provide a "respectable face" to

those movements, with neo-fascist, anti-Semitic, racist and xenophobic ideas (Eltchaninoff, 2018).
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MLP's appropriation of left-wing policies and rhetoric is another strategy to soften the RN’s
public image and target specific voter groups not traditionally associated with right-wing and far-
right political movements (Bastow, 2018; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017). In that regard,
she is attempting to make herself and her party more appealing to France's working classes, who
are considered losers of increased globalization and innovation within the labour market
(Galbreath, 2017; Luce, 2017). Her appropriation of left-wing rhetoric and policies is also aimed
at strengthening the notion that the RN is neither left nor right, but rather a political party, which
represents and defends the French Nation against the political establishment, mass immigration,

and the ever-encroaching EU (Bizeul, 2019; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Faye, 2017; Lorimer, 2018).

However, the RN has not really shifted away from the far right of the left-right political
spectrum; the RN's de-demonization process has rather been rhetorical than substantive
(Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017). Instead, according to Eltchaninoff, she has replaced her
father's far-right ideals with her own based on her appropriation of left-wing ideas and even
conspiracy theories (Eltchaninoff, 2018). For example, she has previously promoted conspiracy
theories on how the "global elites" — with support from the world's major financial and banking
institutions — are members of a totalitarian "globalist-Islamist alliance" responsible for controlling
and undermining the rights and freedoms of the working classes and those left behind by
globalization (Eltchaninoff, 2018). She also uses her pro-worker rhetoric like many other far-right
politicians to convey anti-immigrant and Islamophobic sentiments, such as when she links

immigration to the loss of jobs in France (Galbreath, 2017; Strain, 2020).
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Chapter 3: Moralism

Moralism is closely intertwined with any worldview, no matter whether the latter is based
on religious, scientific, political, ethical, cultural or emotional beliefs, among others (Davis L. C.,
2016; Gray, 2011). In turn, those different world views can influence a person’s opinions on a
wide range of moral issues (Jensen, 1997). Furthermore, according to a 2019 study on the
relationship between moralism and political ideologies, a person’s political ideology — whether
liberal or conservative — can influence that individual’s worldviews on moral issues (Khazan,
2019). For example, a person's political ideology could influence their stance on issues, such as
abortion or same-sex marriage, just like their non-political beliefs and life experiences could also
shape that person’s mindset on perceiving those issues as morally wrong or right (Khazan, 2019).
Concerning moralism, this chapter discusses how the RN's stance on Catholicism, secularism,
LGTB and women rights, traditional family values, and feminism has evolved even though the

party continues to be a far-right party.

A. Joan of Arc and Catholicism

Joan of Arc is a Catholic Saint and martyr, who was a 15th-century female French heroine
during the Hundred Years' War between France and England (Geva, 2020; Green, 2017).
Popularly known as the “Maid of Orléans,” Joan of Arc has become an important symbol of
feminism, and French nationalism and militarism, but also of religious piety (Downing, 2018;
Miller, 2020). The RN has sought to tie itself to her legacy, and symbolic, historical and religious
importance (Downing, 2018; Geva, 2020). Both MLP and JMLP have publicly expressed their
devotion to Joan of Arc, and have made multiple references to the French Saint in their speeches
and at RN political rallies (Downing, 2018; Geva, 2020; Green, 2017). According to Demetra

Demetriou, the two of them have perceived Joan of Arc as the embodiment of French virtues and
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France (Demetriou, 2021). MLP and JMLP also see Joan of Arc as a personification of their efforts
to purify French society from outside influences, and expel minorities and migrants — who are
perceived to be a threat to traditional French values — from France (Brubaker, 2017; Demetriou,

2021).

The RN has held on an annual basis — since the late 1980s — public commemorations on 1 May
to honour Joan of Arc; most of those commemorations have been held at the Joan of Arc Square
located in Paris, France (Downing, 2018). Paris’ Joan of Arc Square has become a rallying point
for RN supporters and MLP, who has often compared herself to the French heroine (Geva, 2020).
During RN's May 2013 annual commemoration of Joan of Arc, Marine Le Pen delivered her
speech in front of a large banner, which depicted Joan of Arc alongside the following slogan: "the
people first" (Geva, 2020). She has delivered, as well, some of her previous commemorative
speeches in front of the emblematic golden statue of Joan of Arc located in that same public square

in Paris (Demetriou, 2021; Geva, 2020; Fraser, 2014).

The RN’s continued infatuation with Joan of Arc has also contributed to the cult of personality
created around MLP, which was mentioned previously (Downing, 2018). Some of her supporters
have compared her "warrior-like" leadership qualities to those of Joan of Arc, while others see
MLP as the French heroine's reincarnation (Demetriou, 2021; Geva, 2020). Moreover, the RN uses
the image and legacy of Joan of Arc to promote French patriotism and nationalist sentiments
(Demetriou, 2021). However, the party’s close ties with the “Maid of Orléans” also highlights the
RN’s more recent overall use of Catholicism and Christian identity as part of its political and

nationalist discourse (Brubaker, 2017; Demetriou, 2021; Geva, 2020).
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Roman Catholicism has been the predominant religion?! in France throughout most of the
country’s history (Piser, 2019). The former RN leader, JIMLP, is a practicing Catholic,?? and there
is even a conservative-Catholic wing® within the party (Green, 2017). Marion Maréchal is also
known for being a devout Catholic; MLP, on the other hand, does not have a close relationship
with Catholicism (Agence France-Presse, 2018; BBC News, 2019; Green, 2017). However, under
the leadership of MLP, the RN has made Christianity and Catholicism a more central theme of its
populist and xenophobic rhetoric, even though JMLP was also known for "overtly evoking
Catholic rhetoric" (Brubaker, 2017; Peker, 2020). Nevertheless, certain elements of paganist
ideals, imagery and symbols were more influential than Christian ideals in some of the rhetoric
employed by the RN and a number of its members?* during the 1980s and 1990s, when JMLP was

party leader (Brubaker, 2017).

MLP's relationship with the Catholic Church (the Church) is filled with several contradictions
(Green, 2017). On the one hand, she does not shy away from publicly attacking political opponents,
who use the Catholic faith to promote their policies; and the Church for allegedly meddling in
France's political affairs (Callus, 2017; Green, 2017; Le Figaro, 2017). More specifically, ina 2017
interview, with the French Magazine La Croix, Marine-Le Pen accused French Bishops and other

Church personnel of being involved in France's political affairs (Le Figaro, 2017). During that

21 In 2015, an estimated 63-66% of France’s population were identified as being Roman Catholic (CIA, 2021). However, in recent
years, there has been an increase in non-practicing Catholics due to several factors, including the sexual abuse scandals within the
Catholic Church. (Piser, 2019)

22 |n January 2021, Jean-Marie Le Pen held a religious ceremony, which was presided by a Catholic “traditionalist” priest, to
exchange his marriage vows with his wife, Jany, whom he married civilly in 1991 (Le Normand, 2021). His daughters, including
Marine Le Pen, were excluded from the ceremony (Bremmer & Sage, 2021).

23 According to the Pew Research Centre, in 2016, more than 25% of French catholic voters were found to have favourable views
towards the RN (Green, 2017; Wike, 2017).

24 Since its creation, the RN’s membership has also consisted of individuals belonging to far-right political movements that embrace
paganist ideals (Bar-On, 2017; Francois, 2014). One of those groups is the Nouvelle Droite, or New Right [see Footnote 10 for
more information on the Nouvelle Droite] (Bar-On, 2017).

50



interview, she also criticized Pope Francis for calling on European leaders to provide refuge to
migrants and refugees because she argued that the Pope’s call on migration requires countries to
undermine the general interests of “their own people” (Piser, 2019). On the other hand, MLP has
evoked Catholic saints like Joan of Arc and the Catholic Church as part of her rhetoric on French

identity (Demetriou, 2021; Green, 2017).

Another apparent contradiction was MLP’s decision — during her 2017 presidential campaign
— to strongly promote France’s “Christian roots” while also making constant references to the
country’s embedded secularism (Brubaker, 2017). However, as Brubaker has argued, MLP's
promotion of "Christian Roots" — which has no spiritual substance — is an example of the type of
"secularized" Christianity employed by populists throughout Northern and Western Europe as part
of their divisive language on immigration and European identity (Brubaker, 2017). She perceives
Islamic religious beliefs and culture as being "incompatible” with French secularism and values
(Bar-On, 2017; Piser, 2019). MLP has also blamed the rise in the country's Muslim population as

a factor behind the demise of France's Catholic identity (Bar-On, 2017; Piser, 2019).

B. Secularism

According to its 1958 Constitution — which established the Fifth Republic — France is a secular,
indivisible, social and democratic republic (Ministry of European and Foreign Affairs [MAE],
2020). The French State is responsible for treating before the law all citizens equally regardless of
their respective religion, race, ethnicity or cultural origin (MAE, 2020). In 1905, the country’s
“Law on the Separation of the Church and State” was enacted to separate the French State from
the Catholic Church, and more specifically, to establish state secularism within the “public sphere”
(MAE, 2020; Piser, 2019). Moreover, the enactment of France's 1905 secularism law is part of a

series of events aimed at separating religion from the State, which dates back to France's
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Revolution of 1789 (Laxer, 2019; MAE, 2020). The 1789 Revolution is also closely intertwined
with the French national motto of "Liberté, Egalité et Fraternité" (Laxer, 2019; MAE, nd.). The
French national motto is meant to highlight the State's responsibility in promoting equality under
the law among all citizens; fostering the creation of a brotherhood based on the shared principles
of equality and liberty; and granting all citizens freedom of expression, among other civil rights
(Laxer, 2019). As well, the motto's promotion of brotherhood includes the implicit notion of

establishing a community, which also embraces secularism (Laxer, 2019).

Since the 1789 Revolution, other laws and measures — besides the 1905 secularism law — have
been implemented to ensure and strengthen secularism within the French State, including the
“Jules Ferry Laws,” which led to the creation of free public and secular education, among other
things, in 19" century France (Boring, 2016; Laxer, 2019; MAE, 2020). On 15 March 2004, France
enacted a law, which bans the wearing of religious garbs and clothing — including hijabs and
Kippahs — in schools (BBC News, 2018; MAE, 2020; Sciolino, 2004). In 2011, the French
government implemented further legislation banning people from covering their faces with veils
— such as burkhas and nigabs, among others — and other clothing apparel (BBC News, 2018).
However, the implementation of some of France's most recent laws on secularism, including the
ban on face coverings, has not been without some controversies (BBC News, 2019). The UN
Human Rights Committee and several human rights organizations — including Human Rights
Watch — have criticized France's recent secular laws for violating Muslims' human rights and
religious freedoms, especially Muslim women who wear hijabs, burkas or nigabs (Miles, 2018;

Sunderland, 2012).

According to Peker, France's laws on banning religious symbols in public schools and the

wearing of face coverings in public are partly the products of the country's 1989 Islamic Veil Affair
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(Peker, 2020). In 1989, a French school located in the commune of Creil decided to suspend three
female Muslim students for wearing hijabs (Peker, 2020). The three female Muslim students’
suspension led to nationwide debates about secularism, the public display of religious symbols,
and the wearing of face and head coverings in public settings (Peker, 2020). Among other factors,
those nationwide debates resulted in several measures — such as France’s ban on face coverings —
which helped to securitize Islam (Peker, 2020; Zurcher, 2021). The securitization of Islam —which
Peker defines as the portrayal of Muslims as a threat to the French people — has contributed to the
creation of nationalist and Islamophobic narratives linked to secularism (Peker, 2020; Zurcher,
2021). Those narratives seek to stigmatize and discriminate against France's Muslims based on

their religious practices and cultural traditions (Peker, 2020; Zurcher, 2021).

France’s recent secular laws have opened a window of opportunity for far-right and
nationalist parties like the RN to capitalize on the issue of secularism to portray their anti-Muslim
and xenophobic rhetoric as compatible with those laws, and the country’s secular and republican
values (Bastow, 2018; Zurcher, 2021). As well, several mainstream political parties — including
Les Républicains, formerly the Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (UMP) — and several left-

(133

wing politicians have portrayed “‘radical’ Islam as a threat to French republicanism” (Knapp,
2017; Laxer, 2019; Peker, 2020). For example, since the turn of the 21t century, those political
parties and politicians, including former French President Nicolas Sarkozy, have sought to
appropriate and reshape the RN’s “securitization narrative” around Islam for political gain, and to
be able to compete with the RN’s growing popularity among certain segments of the French
electorate (Knapp, 2017; Laxer, 2019; Peker, 2020).

Under the leadership of MLP, the RN has more often sought to weaponize secularism

against Muslims living in France than the party ever did when her father was party leader (Peker,
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2020; Zaretsky, 2016). Nevertheless, before continuing, it is worth mentioning that the RN's first
attempt to securitize Islam publicly came when JMLP was still the RN's leader (Fieschi, 2020).
For instance, in 1987, the RN published an anti-Muslim poster to portray Islam as a threat to
national security and French secular values (Fieschi, 2020). The 1987 RN poster showed a minaret
alongside the word "Inshallah” and a previous quote from Islamist militant group Hezbollah saying

that France will be converted into an Islamic country over a period of 20 years (Fieschi, 2020).

MLP and her party have been critical of France's Muslim community for not allegedly
respecting and embracing the country's laicité, or secular values (Brubaker, 2017). For politicians
like MLP, Muslims represent a threat to French and European societies because of their perceived
inability to conform to Western society’s values and principles — including freedom of speech and
secularism — and integrate into European society (Brubaker, 2017; Drolet & Williams, 2020).
Furthermore, as Bastow highlights in his article, entitled The Front national under Marine Le Pen:
amainstream political party?, MLP's attempt to promote the RN as a republican party that respects
France's secularism could be a cunning plan from MLP to "justify" her party's Islamophobic
policies and measures concerning France's Muslim population (Bastow, 2018). In other words, and
to paraphrase Peker, the RN — especially under the leadership of MLP — has attempted to claim
ownership of French secular values not only as part of its de-demonization strategy to soften the
party’s public image, but also to make its Islamophobic and xenophobic stances less controversial

and publicly explicit (Bastow, 2018; Peker, 2020).

MLP is against the public display of any religious symbols (Brubaker, 2017). She has even
been opposed to people wearing religious garbs, such as burkas and hijabs, for recreational and
leisure purposes, including swimming (Silk, 2019). In 2016, several French cities and towns —

including Grenoble — banned Muslim women from wearing burkinis (Rubin, 2016). In turn, those
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burkini bans resulted in another nationwide debate throughout France regarding the wearing of
religious clothing in public (Bastow, 2018; Demetriou, 2021; Rubin, 2016). In that same year, a
number of French government officials, including then French Prime Minister Manuel Valls, and
other politicians — including MLP and former French President Sarkozy — publicly expressed their
support for the ban of the burkini because they perceived the burkini as not being compatible with

French secular values (Knapp, 2017; Kroet, 2016; Quinault-Maupoil, 2017).

During a 2016 interview with the Foreign Affairs magazine, MLP called the burkini “an
Islamist uniform,” which — according to her — represents Islam’s subjugation of women (Foreign
Affairs, 2016). She also accused "Islamic Fundamentalists" — whom she perceives as enemies of
the French State — of seeking to impose their religious laws and beliefs in France that undermine
the country's 1958 Constitution and secular laws (Foreign Affairs, 2016). Of note, during the same
interview, MLP attempted to portray herself as a political outsider concerning the issue of Islamic
fundamentalism (Foreign Affairs, 2016). She blamed the French political establishment for
“[rolling] out the red carpet” to Islamic fundamentalists by supporting the construction of Mosques
and Islamic cultural centres (Foreign Affairs, 2016). Concerning France’s religious
accommodations for Muslims, she complained about the “French political class” acting in “the
spirit of Canadian-style reasonable accommodation rather in the spirit of an intransigence that
would allow us to protect our civil liberties” (Foreign Affairs, 2016). She also used combative
phrases throughout the interview to refer to Islam — such as "the battle we face against Islamic

fundamentalism™ and "we cannot fight an enemy if we do not name it" (Foreign Affairs, 2016).

More recently, at a press conference held on 29 January 2021, MLP referred to “Islamist
Ideologies” as murderous and totalitarian, and proposed a ban on wearing hijabs — which she

considers an “Islamist item of clothing” — in public settings (Agence France-Presse, 2021). She
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made those comments on hijabs and Islam following French Prime Minister Jean Castex’s recent
refusal to support a proposed law to ban religious veils for children (Agence France-Presse, 2021;
Nussbaum, 2021). The proposed ban on religious veils for children was also supported by MLP
and a number of members from French President Macron's LRM party (Agence France-Presse,
2021; Nussbaum, 2021). In short, MLP seems to want to portray herself as the protector of French
secular values and republicanism, but also as the new version of Joan of Arc, who will defend
France against the threat of internal and external "outsiders™ (Brubaker, 2017; Demetriou, 2021,

Foreign Affairs, 2016; Geva, 2020).

C. LGBTI Rights and Same-sex Marriage

Throughout his political career, JMLP has made homophobic comments, such as when he
compared, in the 1980s, members of the gay community dying from AIDS to lepers, whom he
argued should be isolated from society (Adamson, 2017). He has not shied away from using
homophobic slurs to refer to gay people, in addition to making denigrating and disparaging
comments about LGBTI people (Adamson, 2017; Demetriou, 2021). JMLP even previously
mentioned that "there are no queens"” in the RN (Adamson, 2017). Since being expelled from the
RN in 2015, JMLP has continued his homophobic rhetoric, which — in 2018 — actually landed him
in legal troubles for publicly inciting homophobia and making sexually inappropriate comments
about gay people (France 24, 2018).

Asthe RN's current leader, MLP has attempted to soften her party's stance on LGTBI rights
in addition to employing a strategy referred to as "pinkwashing” (Adamson, 2017). MLP’s
“pinkwashing” strategy has provided increasing opportunities for RN gay members to become
influential actors and political advisors within the party (Adamson, 2017; Geva, 2020). RN

members, who are gay and open about their sexual orientation, include former RN Chief Campaign
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Strategist and current deputy of the National Assembly Sebastien Chenu (Adamson, 2017;
National Assembly of France, 2021). MLP has also used her "pinkwashing" strategy to make her
party seem more inclusive and welcoming of individuals belonging to France's LGBTI
community, with the aim of increasing LGBTI support for her political cause (Adamson, 2017,
Dumitrescu, 2016). During the 2017 French Presidential elections, the RN received increased
political support from a number of younger members of France’s LGTBI community, who like her
embrace “nationalist sentiments” (Adamson, 2017). MLP's LGBTI supporters also support the RN
due to her softer stance than her father's on LGBTI rights, and because they perceive her as “a

strong, combative, [and] honest woman” (Adamson, 2017).

Unlike her father, MLP has made attempts to rebrand her party and herself as more liberally
progressive on social issues like same-sex civil unions (Brubaker, 2017; Downing, 2018). MLP
has refrained from publicly supporting right-wing and conservative movements that seek to abolish
marriage between people of the same sex (Goldhammer, 2015). In 2013, she did not join a protest
against France's legalization of same-sex marriage; the main organizers of that protest were
France’s network of Catholic associations and conservative groups (Brubaker, 2017). However, in
an attempt to appease her party’s conservative and Catholic voters, her previous promise to abolish
same-sex marriage was present throughout her political campaign for the 2017 French presidential
elections (Adamson, 2017). For example, on 16 September 2016, MLP made a social post on
Twitter, which stated how she would like to “end same-sex marriage and replace it with an

improved form of civil unions”?® for gay and leshian couples (Demetriou, 2021; Le Pen M., 2016).

25 In 2016, Marine Le Pen proposed repealing France’s “Taubira Law,” which allows for same-sex couples to adopt children and
get married (Demetriou, 2021).
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In summary, the RN continues to be socially conservative on LGBTI rights, as shown
previously, regarding its stance on ending same-sex marriage (Demetriou, 2021; Eltchaninoff,
2018; Stockemer, 2017). Former RN Vice-president Florian Philippot even once publicly stated
that the RN sees itself as being "French Friendly" rather than a "gay-friendly" party (Demetriou,
2021). Moreover, just because MLP has sought to make her party more inclusive for RN members,
who are gay, does not mean that those members are not the victims of death threats and
homophobia originating from within the party (Vinocur, 2016). A significant portion of the RN
membership continues to have very conservative views on social issues — including LGTBI rights
— plus several current and former gay party members, including Philippot, have been targeted by

those conservative factions for being gay and politically outspoken (Vinocur, 2016).

D. Feminism, Traditional Family Values and Women’s Rights

The RN’s views on gender roles and women’s rights are still socially conservative despite
MLP seeking to soften her party’s stance on those issues (Scrinzi, 2017). When her father was
party leader, the RN did not even make attempts to make itself an ally of feminist movements
(Demetriou, 2021). Instead, the party promoted traditional gender roles?® (Demetriou, 2021;
Downing, 2018; Scrinzi, 2017). The party’s previous sexXist views on gender roles and women’s
rights stemmed in part from JMLP’s ultraconservative and sexist views on those issues (Downing,
2018; Scrinzi, 2017). JMLP belongs to a generation of far-right and socially conservative
politicians, who mainly see women as caregivers, stay at home mothers and child-bearers
(Downing, 2018; Scrinzi, 2017). In some cases, he has spoken positively about women, but only

when referring to women like Joan of Arc or Marianne, whom he sees as embodiments of justice,

%6 Under Jean-Marie Le Pen’s leadership, the RN implemented traditional gender roles within its ranks as the division of political
tasks between party officials, activists and members were often based on their gender (Scrinzi, 2017). For example, women were
sometimes tasked with conducting political work on social issues related to education and family values (Scrinzi, 2017).
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freedom, patriotism, and warrior-like characteristics (Downing, 2018). However, similarly to his
explicit comments on LGBTI people, he has not refrained from using sexist, misogynistic and

derogatory language to refer to women and members of feminist movements (Downing, 2018).

Between the 1970s and early 2000s, the RN used a "traditional approach to address the issues
of women'’s rights, family, and gender, which emphasized the importance of having women
become ‘mothers of the [French] nation’” (Scrinzi, 2017). JMLP and the RN promoted a wide
range of measures — including maternal salary — to encourage French women to bear more children
and devote themselves to the care of their infants and households in order to address the decreasing
birth rate among French nationals (Scrinzi, 2017). On 1 May 1990, the RN even organized a
demonstration — comprising RN women party members pushing empty baby carriages — to protest
France's decreasing birth rate and chastise French women for not adhering to their childbearing
duties (Downing, 2018). As well, in 1989-1990, the party used a poster depicting a Caucasian
mother — with her two Caucasian kids — alongside a motto stating "the Front National represents
you" to convey an image of the RN as the defender of traditional family values and protector of
"white women" against non-white migrants (Downing, 2018). The same poster also called on
women to take their childbearing and household responsibilities more seriously (Downing, 2018).
More recently, in a 2016 interview, with French philosopher Eltchaninoff, IMLP mentioned how
the RN's main "ideological tenets" throughout his leadership were centred around a number of
principles, including traditional family values (Eltchaninoff, 2018). During the same interview, he
blamed the "feminization of society" and feminist movements for encouraging women to become
more independent, while expressing at the same time his disappointment towards women, who
prioritize their professional careers instead of “their vital function of reproduction” (Eltchaninoff,

2018).
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Concerning abortion, JMLP and his granddaughter, Marion Maréchal, have a pro-life stance
on the issue, and are supportive of traditional family roles and values. Under the leadership of
JMLP, the RN's pro-life stance was centred in part on the party's efforts to repeal France's abortion
law, which was enacted in the late 1970s (Demetriou, 2021). JMLP has also made several explicit
and sexist comments regarding abortion, such as when he mentioned in 1996 that pregnant women
do not have the right to decide to undergo an abortion because their bodies belong to "nature™ and
to the French State (Scrinzi, 2017). He even once referred to abortion as genocide (Poirier, 2017).
Furthermore, as someone who is more radically conservative on social issues than her aunt, Marion
Maréchal has often clashed with MLP over the latter’s decision to soften the RN’s stance on
abortion (Chrisafis, 2018; Demetriou, 2021; Poirier, 2017). Maréchal has expressed her support
for the reversal of state-funded abortion in addition to stating, in 2013, that French families should
only consist of heterosexual couples characterized by traditional family roles (Chrisafis, 2018;

Demetriou, 2021; Poirier, 2017).

On the other hand, within the RN, MLP has attempted to instil a more progressive view of
gender roles, abortion and feminism (Downing, 2018). MLP seems to be aware that if she wants
to attract more women to support her party, she must break away from the party's previous
ultraconservative stance on pro-life, women and gender-related issues (Scrinzi, 2017). As a result,
she has called on her RN members, activists, and officials to become more supportive of women's
rights, and to see women as "working mothers" instead of as "mothers of the [French] nation™

(Downing, 2018; Scrinzi, 2017).

As a single mother of three children, MLP has placed an emphasis throughout her recent
political campaigns on the important role working mothers like her play in contributing to society

besides bearing children (Downing, 2018; Scrinzi, 2017). According to Francesca Scrinzi, MLP
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wrote in her 2006 memoire, entitled A contre flots, about how she truly comprehends the plight of
French working mothers (Scrinzi, 2017). MLP has made attempts to portray herself kind of like a
patron saint of "modern™ working mothers (Downing, 2018; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Scrinzi, 2017).
She wants to be perceived as someone who seems to understand working mothers' efforts to
balance their work life with raising a family (Downing, 2018; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Scrinzi, 2017).
As well, MLP has rebranded the RN as a purveyor of "sexual modernity,” gender equality, and
even feminism (Downing, 2018; Eltchaninoff, 2018; Scrinzi, 2017). For example, in her 2017
electoral programme, she promised to implement a national plan to address the existing income

inequality between French women and men (Le Pen M., 2017).

French philosopher Eltchaninoff refers to MLP's version of feminism as "contrasting
feminism," which is basically a diluted version of feminism because she only seeks to invoke her
support for past feminist movements and the status quo regarding women's rights (Eltchaninoff,
2018). In some of her "feminist™ rhetoric, she has also praised the accomplishments of other
women besides Joan of Arc, including Marie Curie and 18"-century women's rights activist
Olympe de Gouges (Eltchaninoff, 2018). Moreover, she wants to be publicly seen as the defender
of feminism and the "forgotten™ working women, whom she sees as victims of the French political
establishment (Scrinzi, 2017). In that regard, MLP accuses the political establishment of being
sexist and betraying women (Scrinzi, 2017). According to her, mainstream politicians have given
up on defending gender equality while continuing their promotion of neoliberal economic policies,

which have negatively impacted the livelihood of working women (Scrinzi, 2017).

E. Chapter Conclusion

The RN's softening stance on moral issues — such as abortion, LGBTI rights, and women's

rights — is part of MLP's strategy to de-demonize the RN (Downing, 2018; Eltchaninoff, 2018;
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Stockemer, 2017). Her apparent embrace of LGTB rights, French secular values and feminism
seems to be aimed at attracting more voters and political supporters, who might have been initially
opposed to supporting the RN (Reuters, 2018). Yet, MLP uses political discourse and imagery
linked to Christian values, secularism, LGBTI rights and feminism as veils to obscure her
xenophabic, racist, and Islamophobic rhetoric (Adamson, 2017; Brubaker, 2017; Demetriou, 2021,

Peker, 2020).

MLP and a number of other far-right politicians have used Christianity to define those who
they perceive as "European” as "us™ while depicting Muslims and other minorities — who do not
seem to conform to European or Christian values — as "outsiders™ (Brubaker, 2017; Green, 2017).
They also employ Christianity as part of their nationalist rhetoric to convey a notion that a “clash
of civilizations™?’ exists between Islam and the Western “Judeo-Christian” 28 World (Brubaker,
2017). MLP, alongside several other far-right politicians, has supported measures to ban the public
display of religious symbols and clothing garbs linked to Islam, and even, Judaism (Brubaker,
2017; Green, 2017). On the other hand, they see crosses and other Christian symbols as
representative of European traditions and western civilization (Brubaker, 2017; Green, 2017).
Moreover, MLP has sometimes been photographed clearly wearing a crucifix around her neck
during her speeches, and although she is vehemently opposed to any public display of religious

symbols (Brubaker, 2017).

27 American political scientist Samuel Huntington is credited with coining the term "clash of civilizations" to refer to future global
conflicts caused by cultural and religious differences between certain countries and regions (Huntington, 1993).

28 Despite his criticism of liberalism and secularism, Steve Bannon —who previously served in 2017 as chief strategist for former
U.S. President Donald Trump — has made similar comments that there is an ongoing clash between "the Judeo-Christian West" and
"jihadist Islamic fascism" (Brubaker, 2017; MCarthy, 2017). On 10 March 2018, Bannon attended and spoke at the RN’s annual
congress in Lille, France — where he publicly praised Marine Le Pen, and told RN party members and politicians to wear the labels
of nativist, racist and xenophobe as badges of honour (Reuters, 2019; Winsor, 2018).
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Regarding LGBTI rights, MLP has sought to portray herself as a supporter of French gay
and lesbian people even though that stance contradicts her 2017 campaign promise to repeal same-
sex marriage (Brubaker, 2017; D'Adesky, 2017). She has also not shied away from depicting
herself as the protector of LGBTI people, whom she has argued are the victims of “[murdering and
misogynistic] Islamists” (D'Adesky, 2017). In 2016, following the mass shooting at a gay night
club in Orlando, United States, she publicly responded to the shooting by linking homophobia to
Islam (Demetriou, 2021). At that time, she stated how "homosexuality is attacked in countries that
live under the Islamist yoke™ despite the Orlando shooting occurring in a country where Islam is
not the state religion (Demetriou, 2021). Furthermore, MLP’s has previously made claims about
being empathetic towards the alleged plight and personal hardship experienced by gay people
living in French suburbs (Mayer, 2013). Those claims are also examples of MLP's attempts to
make her Islamophobic rhetoric more ambiguous and less publicly explicit (Eltchaninoff, 2018;
Mayer, 2013). Because, in France, the term "suburb,” or banlieue in French, is nowadays more
often associated with several impoverished suburbs — which consist of large Muslim populations,
and are located in the outskirts of some of the country's urban centres, including Paris (Bajekal &

Vivienne, 2015; Packer, 2015; Scrinzi, 2017).

MLP’s ambiguous and xenophobic comments on the alleged hardship experienced by gay
people living in the suburbs also include references to Jewish people, women and French nationals
and “white people,” whom she perceives to also be victims of Muslims living in those suburbs
(Scrinzi, 2017). Therefore, her ambiguous comments on French suburbs are racist — as well —
besides being Islamophobic and xenophobic (Scrinzi, 2017). Moreover, she is not the only far-
right European politician to portray Islam as a threat to LGBTI rights (Brubaker, 2017). Similar

Islamophobic rhetoric linked to LGBTI rights has been employed by far-right Dutch politicians
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Geert Wilders and Pim Fortuyn (Brubaker, 2017; Matthews, 2016). As an openly gay politician,
Fortuyn —who was assassinated in 2002 — is often credited with being the first far-right European
politician to portray himself as a defender of LGBTI members against Islam's perceived threat

(Brubaker, 2017; Matthews, 2016).

Not surprisingly, MLP also has linked her political stance on gender equality and feminism
with migration and Islam (Eltchaninoff, 2018). As previously mentioned, MLP scapegoats
Muslims and migrants for France's economic and societal woes and for the apparent threat, they
pose to the country's gay population (Demetriou, 2021; Downing, 2018; Mayer, 2013). Likewise,
she uses feminism as an element of her Islamophobic and xenophobic rhetoric to portray Islam as
a threat to women's rights (Eltchaninoff, 2018). MLP has blamed mass migration — especially from
Muslim countries — for creating a scenario where French women living in certain suburbs are no
longer able to freely express themselves through the wearing of clothing (Eltchaninoff, 2018). She
perceives the wearing of hijabs, burkas, nigabs and burkinis by Muslim women as symbols of
patriarchal oppression (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Foreign Affairs, 2016; Poirier, 2017). Furthermore, in
her political discourse, MLP presents French "working women" as the ideal opposite to Muslim
women, whom she perceives as victims of their own patriarchal culture and Islam (Demetriou,
2021). However, several feminist groups and women's rights organizations have criticized her for
not truly being a feminist (Demetriou, 2021; Poirier, 2017). Those groups accuse her of
appropriating certain feminist elements to promote anti-immigrant policies and xenophobic

rhetoric towards migrants, especially Muslims (Demetriou, 2021; Poirier, 2017).

Lastly, MLP has sought to advance her Islamophobic agenda — which she often links to
secularism — by taking advantage of the growing anxieties and fears among certain segments of

the French population regarding Islamic radicalization (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Stockemer, 2017,
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Peker, 2020). Throughout France, the recent death of French teacher Samuel Paty?® at the hands
of a young Muslim man and the previous terrorist attacks of the mid-2010s — including the 2015
Charlie Hebdo attack — have fueled Islamophobic sentiments within the country (Bryant, 2020;
Onishi & Méheut, 2020). Those acts of terrorism have led to further nationwide debates about the
compatibility of Islam with French secular and republican values, and questions about French
Muslims' loyalty towards the French State (Agence France-Presse, 2021; Barton & Mansouri,
2020; Bryant, 2020). However, several questions have arisen on whether domestic terrorist attacks
perpetrated by young French Muslim men are the consequential and perceived failures of France’s
integration policies and stringent secular laws (Bryant, 2020; Cornish, 2015; Shain, 2010). Those
laws and policies could be contributing factors to the recent increase in Islamic radicalization
among several young French Muslim men, who see themselves and their respective communities

as being shunned by the rest of French society (Bryant, 2020; Cornish, 2015; Shain, 2010).

2% On 16 October 2020, a young Muslim man killed French teacher Samuel Paty after several students told him that Paty had
shown them in a class on free speech caricatures previously published by Charlie Hebdo of the Prophet Muhammad (Onishi &
Méheut, 2020).
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Chapter 4: The Bigger Picture

The RN's recent rise in French politics and its "growing influence™ over mainstream politics
is not exclusive to France (Brubaker, 2017; Michelot & Quencez, 2017). Throughout Europe,
other far-right political parties — which tend to promote similar xenophobic and Islamophobic
views as to those of the RN — have become prominent yet again (BBC News, 2019). Many of
those parties have garnered enough electoral votes to win a significant number of seats in their
respective national legislatures or the European Parliament (BBC News, 2019). For example, Vox
— a Spanish far-right party — is now the third-largest political party in Spain (Rama & Zanotti,
2020). With strong anti-immigrant and nationalist inclinations, those political parties have also
been elected into government in certain eastern European countries. In 2010, Hungary’s far-right
and populist party Fidesz led by Viktor Orban was elected into government, and over time, Orban’s

government has become more authoritarian (Brubaker, 2017).

The RN has recently been able to form closer ties with like-minded European politicians —
including the leader of Italy’s far-right Lega, Matteo Salvini —who are currently leading other far-
right political parties (Barbiere, 2019). Like MLP, other far-right political leaders have been
opposed to increased globalization and increased immigration from developing countries to
developed countries, which they criticize for supposedly undermining traditional values and
communities in western countries (Crouch, 2018). Furthermore, within the European Parliament,
as of 25 January 2021, the RN’s Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) are part of a far-
right political coalition comprising 75 MEPs, who belong to the far-right Identity and Democracy
(ID) parliamentary group (ldentity and Democracy, 2020; European Parliament, 2021). The ID
parliamentary group includes Italy's Lega, with 28 MEPs; France's RN, with 23 MEPs; and

Germany's Alternative for Germany, with 11 MEPs (European Parliament, 2021). Also,

66



approximately one-quarter of the European Parliament's current membership includes MEPSs, who
either belong to far-right or right-wing parties (Davis & Rivera, 2019). For example, the European
Conservatives and Reformists, which currently has 62 seats, also comprises right-wing political
parties like Poland's Law and Justice party, which shares similar anti-immigration and anti-muslim

sentiments as the RN (Brubaker, 2017; European Parliament, 2021; Davis & Rivera, 2019).

Outside of Europe, far-right politicians — including Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro — and
politicians with populist tendencies have also been elected (Goldstein, 2019; Schneider, 2020).
Brazilian President Bolsonaro has not shied away from publicly expressing his support for the
right-wing military leaders of Brazil’s right-wing military dictatorship of 1964-1985 (Schneider,
2020). In 2019, he even left the far-right Social Liberal Party to form his own far-right party,
Alliance for Brazil (Deutsche Welle, 2019). Like MLP, he has also employed populist rhetoric to
portray himself as the voice of the working classes and those left behind by globalization (Mudde,
2016; Goldstein, 2019). Furthermore, Brazilian President Bolsonaro is known for making
disparaging comments against minorities, Indigenous peoples, women, and Brazil's LGBTI

community (Goldstein, 2019; Schneider, 2020).

In the United States, former President Trump appropriated similar rhetoric nowadays more
often associated with right-wing populists throughout his presidency and 2016 presidential
campaign (Kazin, 2016; Tabachnick, 2019). He used populist rhetoric to convince the American
working class that he cares about them and those negatively affected by globalization (Ayala-
Hurtado, Lamont, & Park, 2017). He also used populist language to portray himself as a political
outsider, who is standing up to the “global elites” and political establishment on behalf of the
American working class despite actually being a billionaire (Ayala-Hurtado, Lamont, & Park,

2017; Cohen, 2020; Keaten & Wiseman, 2019; Trump, 2020). Furthermore, the 6 January 2021
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“domestic terrorism” attack on the U.S. Capitol by a wide range of Trump supporters — including
far-right extremists, white supremacists, confederate sympathizers, neo-Nazis, QAnon
conspiracists, U.S armed forces veterans, and even, a member of the Trump administration3® —
shows the threat that rhetoric employed by demagogues could pose to democracy itself (Kornfield,
2021; Foa & Mounck, 2016; Smith, 2021). Former U.S. President Trump and other demagogues
— including U.S. Representatives Marjorie Taylor Greene and Matt Gaetz — have previously
promoted xenophobic and racist views against minorities and migrants, but also conspiracy
theories aimed at further diminishing the public’s trust in democracy and its political institutions

(Cohen S. , 2020; Kornfield, 2021; Foa & Mounck, 2016; Smith S. M., 2021; Zurcher, 2021).

The rise of far-right politicians like MLP, populists, and demagogues, such as former U.S
President Trump, is representative of the recent decline of democracy across several countries (Foa
& Mounck, 2016; Levitsky & Ziblatt, 2018). The rise of populism is also linked to multiple factors
— including people's growing mistrust in existing democratic institutions, the political
establishment and western liberal institutions; the growing left-right polarization within a number
of western democracies; the rise in domestic terrorism; and the loss of traditional blue-collar jobs
to increased globalization (Foa & Mounck, 2016; Levitsky & Ziblatt, 2018; Luce, 2017). Another
factor is right-wing populists’ and far-right politicians' ability to tap into the fears and anxiety of
certain white people, who feel threatened by the growing number of migrants and non-white
minorities living in their communities (Chatterton Williams, 2017). In that regard, MLP, alongside
demagogues like Gaetz and other far-right politicians, has employed French writer Renaud

Camus's Le grand remplacement theory — which claims that non-white minorities are working

30 On 4 March 2021, Federico Klein — who served as a Trump administration appointee to the U.S. State Department from 2017
until 19 January 2021 and previously worked in former President Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign — was arrested by the U.S.
Federal Bureau of Investigation [FBI] for his involvement in the 6 January 2021 attack on the U.S Capitol. He faces several criminal
charges, including for using a riot shield as a weapon to assault police officers during the attack (Durkin Richer, 2021).
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towards replacing white people in western societies —as part of their xenophobic and racist rhetoric

(Chatterton Williams, 2017; Cohen S., 2020; Eltchaninoff, 2018).

Of note, the phenomenon of subverting democracy is also coming from several left-wing
populists and far-left politicians, especially in Latin America (Kurmanaev, 2020). For instance,
left-wing Mexican President Lopez Obrador's (AMLQ's) victory in his country's 2018 presidential
elections — and his ongoing strong levels of approval among Mexicans — shows in part that there
is strong support from within certain democracies towards left-wing anti-establishment and
populist leaders (Moreno, 2020; Financial Times, 2020). AMLO is also not the first Latin
American left-wing and populist leader to undermine the authority of democratic institutions
through the increased centralization of power within the executive branch in recent years
(Kurmanaev, 2020; Financial Times, 2020). There have been other left-wing and far-left Latin
American leaders — such as Hugo Chavez and Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela, Evo Morales in
Bolivia, Nestor Kirchner and Christina Fernandez de Kirchner in Argentina, Rafael Correa in
Ecuador, and Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua — who carried out anti-democratic or authoritarian

policies (Belli, 2018; Kurmanaev, 2020; Philipps, 2020).
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Main Conclusion

The RN’s de-demonization has succeeded to the extent that it is no longer considered a single-
issue party (Bastow, 2018; Stockemer, 2019). It seeks to broaden its political appeal to a wider
audience besides traditional RN voters. Although immigration continues to be an important issue
for the party, the RN has continued to expand its policy agenda to propose solutions to other issues,
including high unemployment among France’s working classes (Le Pen M., 2017). For instance,
as part of her attempts to appropriate policies previously associated with left-wing and pro-labour
political movements, MLP promised — in 2017 — to increase wages for low-income individuals
(Bastow, 2018; Le Pen M., 2017). As Stockemer concludes in his 2019 article — which analyzes
the party's and RN supporter's media posts on Facebook — several far-right parties like the RN have
developed over time “policy propositions in the realm of the economy, Europe, and national
security” (Stockemer, 2019). Furthermore, under MLP’s leadership, the RN launched its own
“nationalist” environmental agenda in 2014, entitled Nouvelle Ecologie, to promote
environmentally friendly policies, including a proposal to expand France’s development and use
of renewable energies, such as solar energy (Astier M., 2017; Keating, 2017). In her 2017 electoral
programme, MLP also promised to develop France’s renewable energy sector further and reduce
its dependence on fossil fuels through increased research and development in clean energy

production (Le Pen M., 2017).

Another success regarding the RN’s de-demonization strategy is linked to the party being
perceived as more inclusive regarding its electoral base and party membership than it was under
her father's leadership (Astier, 2014; Eltchaninoff, 2018). As previously mentioned, the RN has
managed to increase its political support among France’s youth population and certain segments

ofthe country’s LGBTI, Jewish and migrants communities due to her decision to soften her party’s
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stance on several social issues. (Adamson, 2017; Chalk, 2017; Geva, 2020). The de-demonization
strategy has also managed to convince more French voters that the RN is no longer closely
associated with its neo-fascist roots and neo-Nazi skinheads since MLP has worked to eliminate
any negativity surrounding her father's political and neo-fascist legacy (Melander, 2017; Symons,
2017). An increasing number of MLP’s youth followers are also no longer ashamed to publicly
identify themselves as RN supporters or afraid to be interviewed by media outlets (Melander,
2017). For example, during the 2017 presidential elections, several members from the RN’s youth
movement agreed to be publicly interviewed by the news agency Reuters without having to hide
their personal identities, which according to the news agency, was a new phenomenon because,
during previous elections, RN youth supporters asked journalists not to publish their names
(Melander, 2017). In sum, the RN’s de-demonization strategy has helped to de-stigmatize to some
extent the party’s public image and that of MLP and her supporters. Far-right parties like the RN
have been “gaining broader [electoral and political] acceptance [by] gradually chipping away at

the stigma surrounding them” (Nathanson, 2020).

The RN’s de-demonization strategy has also successfully transformed the RN from a fringe
party to an important and influential political actor in mainstream French politics (Bastows, 2018).
Even though the RN has not won any of France’s presidential elections and legislative elections,
it has succeeded in “shifting [within French politics] the debate on immigration, secularism, and
security to the right” (Mohdin, 2017). The RN's growing popularity due in part to its de-
demonization strategy has contributed to certain mainstream political parties’ attempts to
appropriate certain elements of its immigration policies and xenophobic rhetoric as part of their
efforts to stop France's far-right from further gaining political support (Knapp, 2017; Laxer, 2019;

Peker, 2020). Mainstream French politicians on the right have co-opted certain far-right elements
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of the RN's anti-immigration policies and anti-Muslim stance to persuade RN supporters to vote
for them instead of MLP (Laxer, 2019). For instance, Nicolas Sarkozy of the then centre-right
UMP party won France’s 2007 presidential elections. During those elections, Sarkozy3!
persuaded some of the RN's supporters to vote for him because he appropriated certain elements
of the RN’s xenophobic rhetoric on immigration and Islam (Laxer, 2019). Leading up to the 2012
presidential elections, Sarkozy made further attempts to appropriate some of the RN’s far-right
policies and rhetoric on Islam and immigration as part of his strategy to attract voters, who would
usually vote for the RN, to support his political cause (Bastow, 2018). In 2012, then-French
President Nicolas Sarkozy, who was running for re-election, even promised to limit social benefits
for legal migrants, and reduce immigration to France by half (Chrisafis, 2012). These
developments illustrate how several of France's centre-right parties and politicians have drifted
further right on issues like immigration in an effort to compete with the RN's growing popularity

(Bastow, 2018).

Among those centre-right and right-wing politicians, a growing common consensus also exists
about Islam posing a threat to French republican values, including secularism, and France itself
(Bastow, 2018; Laxer, 2019). For example, Les Républicains presidential candidate, Francois
Fillon, promoted xenophobic rhetoric during France’s 2017 presidential elections that echoed the
RN’s Islamophobia towards Muslims when he once compared radical Islam to “totalitarianism
[under] the Nazis” and accused French Muslims of “[denouncing] the values of the [French]

republic” (Mohdin, 2017). Fillon also called for immigration to France to be restricted (Mohdin,

31 Nicolas Sarkozy was President of France from 2007 until 2012; he launched a presidential bid for re-election in 2012 but
eventually lost to former French President Francois Holland (Zaretsky, 2016). Sarkozy also tried to run for president in 2016.
However, in 2016, he lost Les Républicains’ nomination to Frangois Fillion, who then lost the first-round runoff of France's 2017
presidential elections to Marine Le Pen and Emmanuel Macron (Chrisafis, 2016; Oliver & Solletty, 2017). In March 2021, Sarkozy
was indicted on corruption charges and sentenced to a one-year prison sentence for attempting to bribe a judicial magistrate “in
exchange for information about a legal case in which he was implicated” (Associated Press, 2021).
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2017). Aswell, the centre-right French government of former French President Chirac is reported
to have enacted France’s 2004 ban on the wearing of religious garbs and clothing partly based on
Chirac's decision to then distract voters from his decreasing political popularity as a result of the
country's low economic growth, increased police brutality towards migrants and a rise in
immigrant-led riots across France's main suburbs during the early 2000s (Mohdin, 2017).
According to journalist Aamna Mohdin, Chirac's decision to enact France's 2004 ban on face
coverings demonstrates how Chirac eventually "bowed to the [RN's] fearmongering” and

Islamophobia aimed at targeting the country's Muslim population (Mohdin, 2017).

Francois Hollande — a center-left politician and French president from 2012 to 2017 — has also
made several comments in the past that are critical of increased migration to France and which
echo some of the RN's anti-immigration rhetoric (France 24, 2016; Kroet, 2016; Zaretsky, 2016).
In 2016, as part of a series of approximately 60 interviews with journalists Gérard Davet and
Fabrice Lhomme, then-French President Hollande reportedly said that "there have been too many
arrivals, too much immigration [in France] ... and at some point, it has to stop" (France 24, 2016;
Kroet, 2016). Former French President Hollande's 2016 comments on immigration contradict
several of his previous immigration remarks from 2014. In that year, he was reported to have
defended the important contributions made by migrants to French society and condemned the RN's
and Sarkozy's xenophobia, racism and Islamophobia (Dodman, 2014). Of note, the far-left political
party France Insoumise previously rejected calls for France to host a portion of North African and
Middle Eastern migrants seeking refuge in Europe despite Jean-Luc Mélenchon’s constant

condemnation of Islamophobia and xenophobia (Crouch, 2018; Saad, 2020).

Itis also important to note that the RN is not the only party that has promoted strict immigration

laws and policies, possibly representing a growing acceptance of the party’s strict immigration
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policies among certain mainstream French politicians and government officials (Le Pen M., 2017;
Laxer, 2019). In an attempt to address France’s immigration issue, previous French governments
have implemented strict immigration policies over the decades, which have been aimed at limiting
the inflow of migrants into France (Murphy, 2006; Hilliar, 2020). For instance, in 2006 and 2018,
respectively, the French government introduced and adopted legislation to improve France's
immigration and asylum system and combat illegal immigration (Murphy, 2006; Hilliar, 2020).
However, the two pieces of legislation also attempted to limit the number of migrants and refugees
that would have access to asylum and permanent residency in France (Koenig, 2019; Lotem, 2018;
Murphy, 2006). Furthermore, the 2006 immigration law — which was introduced to the National
Assembly by then French Minister of the Interior Sarkozy — was aimed at using controlled
migration to integrate migrants into French society better (Murphy, 2006). The 2006 immigration
law permitted France's government to be selective on which types of migrants are allowed to
remain based on their ability to properly adapt and contribute to French society in addition to

embracing French values (Murphy, 2006).

Concerning France’s 2018 immigration law, critics of French President Macron and human
rights activities have criticized the 2018 law for weakening the rights of asylum seekers and
migrants and for reflecting a "traditional right-wing policy [approach]" to tackling France's policy
issue of immigration (Koenig, 2019). French President Macron has also recently been accused of
attempting to attract far-right wing voters — including RN supporters — to his political cause after
his government announced — in November 2019 — a labour quota® on the number of work visas

given annually to foreign nationals (Chrisafis, 2019; France 24, 2020). Nevertheless, French

32 French President Macron’s Immigration labour quota aims to address France's hiring needs and implement a similar immigration
program for regulating the flow of labour-skilled migrants as that of countries like Canada and Australia (Chrisafis, 2019; France
24, 2020).
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President Macron's labour migration quota demonstrates a shift away from his former more liberal
stance on immigration (Chrisafis, 2019; Wolff, 2017). In 2017, he was opposed to the idea of
implementing an immigration quota of any type and mentioned: "that asylum is ... [an important]
right [for asylum seekers], and migrants are a strength for the economy™ (Chrisafis, 2019; Wolff,

2017).

In short, the appropriation of certain elements of the RN’s xenophobic rhetoric and policies
by several French government officials and mainstream politicians shows how those actors have
become entrapped by the RN’s political influence on several issues, especially immigration
(Bastows, 2018; Laxer, 2019; Mohdin, 2017). As pointed out above, several of MLP’s main
political opponents on the right and within the conservative sphere have sought to counter the far-
right party’s increasing popularity through any possible avenue. Even it means for those politicians
to drag themselves down to the same low level as the RN and its far-right ideals on immigration
to promote similar xenophobic and Islamophobic rhetoric often associated with far-right parties

(Bastows, 2018; Laxer, 2019).

MLP's de-demonization strategy has also created several challenges regarding the party's
future. One of those challenges is linked to whether the RN will continue on its trajectory to further
become part of mainstream French politics by softening its stance on social issues and
appropriating left-wing economic policies. Not everyone who is an RN member or supporter is
supportive of MLP's efforts to soften the party’s stance on a wide range of issues, including LGBTI
rights and abortion. MLP's embrace of a broader range of voters and softening of her party's stance
on social issues has caused her party to lose electoral and political support from several RN's
members, who supported her father's more conservative views and explicit comments on

immigration, race, and anti-Semitism (Geva, 2020; Mayer, 2013; Rioux, 2020). A number of her
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political allies, such as Béziers Mayor Robert Ménard, have even questioned whether MLP’s de-
demonization strategy could actually bring her some unexpected negative conseqguences
concerning her ultra-conservative supporters (Rioux, 2020). Perhaps, in France's next elections,
MLP could lose some support from more conservative supporters if she continues to appropriate

left-wing policies on social and economic issues (Rioux, 2020).

In a 2020 interview, Ménard told Canada’s Le Devoir how MLP’s appropriation of several
left-wing policies has made it more challenging for voters to discern her stance on labour and
economic issues from that of far-left French politician Mélenchon (Rioux, 2020). In turn, certain
voters' inability to distinguish her economic agenda from that of Mélenchon could negatively affect
her chances of attracting increased political support from the right and conservatives to her cause
(Rioux, 2020). Marion Maréchal’s departure from the RN in 2017 also indicates that MLP could
further lose to some extent political support from some of her family members either based on a
clash of political ideologies or her continued failure to win France’s presidential elections (Smith
S., 2017). Even her father did not shy away from demanding that MLP resign as party leader
following the latter’s loss to Macron in France’s 2017 presidential elections (Vinocur, 2017). After
those elections, several RN party members also allegedly called on MLP to return the party to its
more socially conservative, nativist and far-right roots and “drop any pretensions of further

courting” voters on the left (Chrisafis, 2017).

The second challenge of MLP's de-demonization strategy encompasses her ability to
address any future tensions and ideological conflicts among the party's different factions even
though she continues to rule the RN with “an iron fist” (Stockemer, 2017). It is impossible for
there not to be any form of internal tensions within the RN’s membership as MLP seeks to attract

increased political support from a wide range of political supporters, who the party's traditional
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base might not fully embrace. As discussed before in the third chapter, the party is not really
inclusive, especially for individuals not traditionally associated with the party — such as gay
people, who have been subjected to death threats and homophobic slurs originating from segments
of the RN's ultra-conservative factions (Vinocur, 2016). And as in the case of Philippot, far-right
and ultra-conservative party members have scapegoated party members — who embrace more
progressive views on social issues — for any of MLP’s recent electoral failures (Chassany, 2017;
Chrisafis, 2017). Some of the ultra-conservative and far-right party members were even critical of
Philippot’s push for having the RN embrace a more socially progressive agenda (Chrisafis, 2017).
They also blamed Philippot’s political influence over MLP as a reason why the RN lost the French
2017 presidential elections. (Chassany, 2017; Chrisafis, 2017). Therefore, an important question
remains on whether the RN could continue to survive in mainstream politics if MLP’s political
movement were to implode like the Netherland’s far-right Forum for Democracy (FvD)*? party
due to possible in-fighting in the future among the RN’s opposing factions over a difference in
ideologies or politically damaging scandals (Barber, 2021; Mudde, 2020). As well, like Wilders’
Far-right Party for Freedom party, the RN could potentially lose some political support if increased
migration, especially from Muslim countries, was to become a less pressing electoral issue since
MLP scapegoats Muslims and migrants for France’s societal and economic woes (Barber, 2021;

Eltchaninoff, 2018).

Another important challenge for MLP — and even for mainstream politics — regarding the RN’s
de-demonization strategy is linked to the party’s "neither left nor right, but French" slogan. She

has used the neither left nor right slogan not only to portray the RN as a non-establishment party

33 The Forum for Democracy became an important actor in Dutch politics after winning the Netherland’s 2019 provincial elections
(Barber, 2021). However, in 2020, the FvD lost its political momentum as a result of internal confrontations among party members
over several political scandals linked to “cases of anti-semitism and racism” within the FvD’s youth movement; and the eventual
resignation of the party’s leader Thierry Baudet (Mudde, 2020).
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but also as a nationalist party (Eltchaninoff, 2018). For example, in a 2020 interview, with the
UK’s Telegraph, MLP said that she “no longer believe[s] in a “left-right [political] split,” but in
“anew split between globalists and nationalists,” who like her seek to promote nationalist ideas to
“guarantee the security and protect the identity of the [French] people” (The Telegraph, 2020).
MLP’s decision to position the RN as a neither or left party could somewhat hamper her efforts to
soften the party’s public image because that political position provides more opportunities for
some of her opponents like Mélenchon® to continue calling her a fascist (Eltchaninoff, 2018;
McPartland, 2014). As previously mentioned, the RN has fascist roots. Some of the party's
founding members included anti-Semites, Nazi sympathizers, neo-fascists and former Vichy

collaborationists (Stockemer, 2017).

French philosopher Eltchaninoff has argued that the RN’s “neither left nor right, but French”
slogan echoes similar ideals embraced by 20™-century national socialists and fascists, and that it
represents "a third way" besides conservatism and liberalism of doing politics (Eltchaninoff,
2018). Like MLP, national socialist leaders — such as Hitler — and other fascist politicians during
the 20th century promoted xenophobic, nativist, racist and anti-semitic rhetoric and policies in
addition to portraying themselves as the people’s protectors against the threat of the global and
political elites (Berman, 2016; Eltchaninoff, 2018). Even the RN’s continuous push to have a
French society comprised of citizens — who share the same race, blood and culture — echo similar
nativist discourses employed by 20th-century reactionary modernists, including the Nazis, against
minorities and the Jewish people (Herf, 1984; The Economist, 2019; Alduy, 2017). Of note, there

are still Holocaust deniers, anti-Semites and Nazi sympathizers among the party’s ranks, which

34 Far-left politician Jean-Luc Mélenchon called Marine Le-Pen a fascist when someone questioned him — in 2012 — about an
election poll showing the latter as a leading political candidate in France’s 2012 presidential elections. In response to the question
about that poll, Mélenchon was reported to have said the following: “Why do you think that the French people would be the only
people to want a fascist as a leader?” (McPartland, 2014).
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further indicates that MLP’s rhetoric on dismissing neo-Nazis and skinheads from her party and
reality do not match up (Symons, 2017). In fact, one of her closest advisors, Frédéric Chatillon,
has been accused of promoting antisemitism; performed the Nazi salute in 1993 during a
commemoration event of the Algerian war; and has even been reported to have organized past
events celebrating Adolf Hitler’s birthday (Brigaudeau, 2017; Symons, 2017). However, as Sheri
Berman states in her 2016 article, entitled Populism is Not Fascism, MLP should not be labelled
as a fascist. In that article, Berman mentions how even though MLP embraces similar ideals as
Hitler on immigration, citizenship, race, and capitalism, MLP is not fully committed to

overthrowing democracy (Berman, 2016).

Instead, MLP wants to make democracies “more efficient... and responsive” to citizens’ needs,
and considers herself the democratic voice of the people (Berman, 2016). In some of her speeches,
MLP has referred to the global elites and international organizations — including the EU — as anti-
democratic (Berman, 2016; Stockemer, 2017). For instance, during a 2017 press conference, MLP
used pro-democracy rhetoric to call on RN supporters and voters “to support more than ever the
National Front and democracy” against the alleged threat of global financial bankers’ attempts to
influence France’s democratic process (Le Pen M., 2017). According to Edward Luce, the global
stateless elite whose interests are not to the country where they are from have indeed focused on
their prosperity rather than helping the poor and middle classes, who have been left out by
globalization (Luce, 2017). Moreover, several international institutions led by unelected officials
have binding rules that dictate some of the decisions taken by their member states — including
western democracies — regarding issues like trade and immigration (Luce, 2017; Drolet &

Williams, 2020).
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Nevertheless, as both Berman and Luce have argued, MLP and other politicians like Trump
are the "symptoms" of troubled democracies (Berman, 2016; Luce, 2016). In flawed democracies®
like the United States and France, far-right and populist politicians have become more popular due
to mainstream politicians' inability to address pressing socio-economic issues — including stagnant
wages, increased political corruption, public insecurity and income inequality (Berman, 2016;
Luce 2016). The RN's political rise does pose a threat to democracy because the party takes
advantage of socio-economic crises to advance its political agenda, and could seek to establish an
illiberal democracy in France once elected into power (Eltchaninoff, 2018; Michelot & Quencez,
2017; Stockemer, 2017). Just like the RN’s de-demonization strategy seems to be more rhetorical
than substantive, MLP’s pro-democracy rhetoric could also be a rhetorical ploy to attract more

voters to her cause (Berman, 2016; Stockemer, 2017).

To conclude, although MLP lost France’s Presidential 2017 elections, the RN’s political
influence on French mainstream politics remains somewhat strong (Belkin, 2018). Two years
later, during France's 2019 elections to the European parliament, MLP’s RN defeated French
President Macron's LRM and Former French President Hollande's Socialist Party during those
elections to win the highest number of seats in the EU parliament (Baker, 2019; Henley, 2017).
Moreover, MLP could reach the second-round runoff of the country's upcoming 2022 presidential
elections due to several contributing factors, including the lack of viable presidential candidates
from France's mainstream political parties (Rosman, 2020; Torsoli, 2020; Smith J., 2020). Other

factors include French President Macron's recent decreasing popularity due to his mismanagement

35 According to the Economist Intelligence Unit’s [EIU’s] 2020 Democracy Index, France and the United States, which both ranked
24% and 251 out of 167, respectively, are flawed democracies. The EIU defines flawed democracies as countries where free and
fair elections are held and civil liberties are respected. However, within those countries a wide range of issues can be present,
including widespread corruption, low levels of political and civil participation, weak rule of law, and constant harassment of
journalists (Economist Intelligence Unit, 2021).
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of the COVID-19 pandemic and the economys; his inability to effectively address France's pressing
socio-economic issues; and the fact that immigration and domestic terrorism both continue to be

important electoral issues in France (Rosman, 2020; Smith J. , 2020; Solletty, 2021).

81



References

Adamson, T. (2017, April 7). ‘Pinkwashing’ populism: Gay voters embrace French far-right.
APNews. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from
https://apnews.com/article/35ec96903d9444e9942396505d635981

Agence France-Presse. (2017, April 12). Le Pen will move immediately to close France's borders
if elected. Retrieved December 3, 2020, from The Local Fr:
https://lwww.thelocal.fr/20170412/le-pen-plans-to-ditch-schengen-deal-for-france

Agence France-Presse. (2018, May 25). Marine Le Pen's niece, tipped as future far-right leader,
drops family name. The Guardian. Retrieved February 1, 2021, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/25/marine-le-pens-niece-tipped-as-future-
far-right-leader-drops-family-name

Agence France-Presse. (2021, January 30). France’s Le Pen, at record high in a poll, proposes
hijab ban. Al Jazeera. Retrieved January 30, 2021, from
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/30/frances-le-pen-at-record-high-in-polls-
proposes-hijab-ban

Alberdi, C. (2020). Lepénisme et marinisme : variations et invariants du discours populiste
identitaire. Populismo y propaganda: entre el presente y el pasado, 1-110. Retrieved
January 27, 2021, from https://dspace.uni.lodz.pl/xmlui/handle/11089/31739

Albertson, B. (2020, September 18). Trump’s appeals to white anxiety are not ‘dog whistles’ —
they’re racism. The Conversation. Retrieved January 28, 2021, from
https://theconversation.com/trumps-appeals-to-white-anxiety-are-not-dog-whistles-
theyre-racism-146070

Alduy, C. (2017, April 23). The novel that unites Marine Le Pen and Steve Bannon. Politico
Europe. Retrieved March 3, 2021, from https://www.politico.eu/article/the-novel-that-
unites-marine-le-pen-and-steve-bannon/

Al-Jazeera. (2017, February 27). Jean-Marie Le Pen fined for inciting hate against Roma. Al-
Jazeera. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from
https://lwww.aljazeera.com/news/2017/2/27/jean-marie-le-pen-fined-for-inciting-hate-
against-roma

Amengay, A., & Stockemer, D. (2015). The voters of the FN under Jean-Marie Le Pen and
Marine Le Pen: Continuity or change? French Politics, 13(4), 370-390. Retrieved March
22, 2020, from https://search-proquest-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/docview/1730690045?rfr_id=info%3Axri%2Fsid%3Aprimo

Amengay, A., Durovic, A., & Mayer, N. (2017). The impact of gender on the Marine Le Pen
vote. Revue francaise de science politique, 67(6), 1067-1085. Retrieved March 22, 2020,
from https://www-cairn-int-info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/article-E_RFSP_676_1067--the-
impact-of-gender-on-the-marine-
le.htm#xd_co_f=NmEyMWQyODQtNzUwZS00ZWI2LTgyMTktYTEzZjcyZjYwYmYO0

~

82



Anderson, T. P. (1967, April). Edouard Drumont and the Origins of Modern Anti-Semitism.
Catholic Historical Reeview, 53(1), 28-42. Retrieved January 15, 2021, from
https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/pdf/25017912.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Ad0656e013399
0cc4450356b064b01ef8

Annett, C. (2018, September 24). Gender Equality Week: Understanding Gender and Sexual
Diversity Terminology. Hillnotes - Library of Parliament. Retrieved March 4, 2021, from
https://hillnotes.ca/2018/09/24/gender-equality-week-understanding-gender-and-sexual-
diversity-terminology/

Associated Press. (2021). Sarkozy rules out French presidential run after conviction. Associated
Press. Retrieved March 2, 2021, from https://apnews.com/article/paris-nicolas-sarkozy-
95e010b52798303c418e90f4f1223d1e

Astier, H. (2014, May 17). French National Front's black and Arab supporters. BBC News.
Retrieved January 29, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27446261

Astier, M. (2017, April 10). Le programme Environnement de Marine Le Pen : pour les voitures
et pour le nucléaire. Raporterre. Retrieved February 28, 2021, from
https://reporterre.net/Le-programme-Environnement-de-Marine-Le-Pen-pour-les-
voitures-et-pour-le

Avellaneda, J. (2020, February 18). Fini les facheries : Marie-Caroline Le Pen, la grande soeur
de Marine de retour apreés la trahison. Gala. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
https://www.gala.fr/l_actu/news_de_stars/fini-les-facheries-marie-caroline-le-pen-la-
grande-soeur-de-marine-de-retour-apres-la-trahison_443414

Ayala-Hurtado, E., Lamont, M., & Park, B. Y. (2017). Trump's Electoral Speeches and His
Appeal to the American White Working Class. British Journal of Sociology. Retrieved
January 13, 2021, from
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/34864122/BJS_Trumps_Electoral_Speeches.
pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Bajekal, N., & Vivienne, W. (2015, January 10). Muslims in Neglected Paris Suburbs Worry
Conditions Could Produce More Terrorists. Time Magazine. Retrieved February 5, 2021,
from https://time.com/3662734/muslims-france-alienated/

Baker, L. (2019, May 26). Far-right wins French vote in EU election, but Macron limits damage.
Reuters. Retrieved December 2, 2020, from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-
election-france-lepen-idUSKCN1SWOSF

Bamat, J. (2017, April 24). Mélenchon and Le Pen win over youth in French vote. France 24.
Retrieved December 5, 2020, from https://www.france24.com/en/20170424-france-
presidential-election-youth-vote-melenchon-le-pen

Barber, T. (2021, January). Europe’s far right is often its own worst enemy. FInancial Times.
Retrieved March 5, 2021, from https://www-ft-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/content/9e49b94d-0cb9-4b27-ac34-6¢3d73e4442d

83



Barbiere, C. (2019, April 16). Le Pen’s Rassemblement National revises stance towards EU and
the euro. EURACTIV. Retrieved January 25, 2021, from euractiv.com/section/eu-
elections-2019/news/le-pens-rassemblement-national-makes-its-ties-to-the-eu-and-the-
euro-official/

Barisione, M., & Stockemer, D. (2017). The ‘new’ discourse of the Front National under Marine
Le Pen: A slight change with a big impact. European Journal of Communication, 32(2),
100-115. Retrieved February 29, 2020, from https://journals-sagepub-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/doi/full/10.1177/0267323116680132

Bar-On, T. (2017, April 20). The Front National and the "Religion” of Ethnic Nationalism.
University of Chicago - Divinity School. Retrieved February 3, 2021

Barr, C., Clarke, S., Levett, C., Lewis, P., & Voce, A. (2019, March 6). Revealed: the rise and
rise of populist rhetoric. The Guardian. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2019/mar/06/revealed-the-rise-and-
rise-of-populist-rhetoric

Barton, G., & Mansouri, F. (2020, October 30). For French Muslims, every terror attack brings
questions about their loyalty to the republic. The Conversation. Retrieved February 10,
2021, from https://theconversation.com/for-french-muslims-every-terror-attack-brings-
questions-about-their-loyalty-to-the-republic-149151

Bastow, S. (2018). The Front national under Marine Le Pen: a mainstream political party?
French Politics, 19-37. Retrieved February 29, 2020, from https://search-proquest-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/docview/2011927912/fulltextPDF/4305D855987041FAPQ/1?
accountid=14701

BBC. (2015, August 20). French National Front expels founder Jean-Marie Le Pen. BBC.
Retrieved March 36, 2020 , from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34009901

BBC News. (1998, December 11). World: Europe. BBC News. Retrieved January 24, 2021, from
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/233213.stm

BBC News. (2014, June 9). France National Front in new "anti-Semitism' row. BBC News.
Retrieved January 15, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27761534

BBC News. (2018, May 31). The Islamic veil across Europe. BBC News. Retrieved February 3,
2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-13038095

BBC News. (2019, November 13). Europe and right-wing nationalism: A country-by-country
guide. BBC News. Retrieved January 23, 2020, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
europe-36130006

BBC News. (2019, October 17). Macron warning on stigmatising Muslims amid France veil row.
BBC News. Retrieved February 4, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-
50079997

BBC News. (2019, January 18). Marion Marechal-Le Pen: Oxford Union criticised for invitation.
Retrieved February 1, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-
46921475

84



Beardsly, E. (2017, April 21). Marine Le Pen's 'Brutal' Upbringing Shaped Her Worldview.
NPR. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from
https://www.npr.org/2017/04/21/525110143/marine-le-pens-brutal-upbringing-shaped-
her-worldview

Beaumont, P. (2007, January 27). Top Socialist Sacked for saying French team is 'too black'. The
Guardian. Retrieved December 7, 2020, from
https://lwww.theguardian.com/world/2007/jan/28/football.france

Belkin, P. (2018). France and U.S.-French Relations: In Brief. U.S Congress, U.S Library of
Congress. U.S Congressional Research Service. Retrieved December 2, 2020, from
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45167.pdf

Belli, G. (2018, August 24). How Daniel Ortega Became a Tyrant. Foreign Affairs. Retrieved
November 15, 2020, from https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/nicaragua/2018-08-
24/how-daniel-ortega-became-tyrant

Berman, S. (2016). Populism is not Facism. Foreign Affairs, 95(6), 39-44.

Bermingham, P.-P. (2020, December 8). Niece of Marine Le Pen launches think tank. Politico
Europe. Retrieved December 10, 2020, from https://www.politico.eu/article/marion-
marechal-marine-le-pen-think-tank-front-national-elections/

Bizeul, D. (2019). Reporting the "good deeds" of far-right activists. In E. Toscano, Researching
Far-Right Movements: Ethics, Methodologies, and Qualitative Inquiries (pp. 75-89).
London: Routledge. Retrieved March 22, 2020, from https://www-taylorfrancis-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/books/e/9780429491825

Boissoneault, L. (2017, November 9). Was Vichy France a Puppet Government or a Willing
Nazi Collaborator? Smithsonian Magazine. Retrieved January 14, 2021, from
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vichy-government-france-world-war-ii-
willingly-collaborated-nazis-180967160/

Bon, G. (2011, May 11). Marine Le Pen stakes out mainstream in May Day speech. Reuters.
Retrieved January 21, 2021, from https://www.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-
56690620110501

Boring, N. (2016, May 26). Constitutional Right to an Education: France. (US Library of
Congress) Retrieved February 3, 2021, from Library of Congress Law:
https://lwww.loc.gov/law/help/constitutional-right-to-an-education/france.php

Boukhars, A. (2009). Islam, Jihadism, and Depoliticization in France and Germany.
International Political Science Review, 297-317. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0192512109105642

Bremmer, C., & Sage, A. (2021, January 20). Jean-Marie Le Pen basrs daughter as he marries at
92. The Times. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/le-
pen-remarries-without-his-daughters-8vk5b7bp9

Bremmer, I. (2018). Winners and Losers. In I. Bremmer, Us Vs. Them: The Failure of Globalism
(pp. 7-34). New York, New Yrok, United States of America: Penguin Random House.

85



Bridge Initiative Team. (2020, February 24). Factsheet: National Rally (Rassemblement
Naitonal, previously Front National or National Front). (Georgetown University)
Retrieved January 14, 2021, from Bridge - A Georgetown University Initiative:
https://bridge.georgetown.edu/research/factsheet-national-rally/

Brigaudeau, A. (2017, March 3). Jeunesse au GUD, accusations d'antisémitisme, combines
financieres : Frédéric Chatillon, un fidéle toujours dans I'ombre de Marine Le Pen.
Franceinfo. Retrieved March 1, 2021, from
https://lwww.francetvinfo.fr/elections/presidentielle/jeunesse-au-gud-accusations-d-
antisemitisme-combines-financieres-frederic-chatillon-un-fidele-toujours-dans-1-ombre-
de-marine-le-pen_2109402.html

Brubaker, R. (2017). Between nationalism and civilizationism: the European populist movement
in comparative perspective. Ethnic and Racial studies, 1191-1226.

Brunet-Jailly, E., Hurrelmann, A., & Verdun, A. (2018). European Union governance and
policy-making: a Canadian perspective. Toronto: University of Toronto. Retrieved
December 3, 2020, from https://books-scholarsportal-
info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/en/read?id=/ebooks/ebooks3/utpress/2018-05-
19/1/9781487593612#page=59

Bryant, E. (2020, October 24). As France mourns slain teacher Samuel Paty, some question
secular values. Deutche Welle. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www.dw.com/en/samuel-paty-france-radical-islam-secularism/a-55383482

Caldwell, C. (2020, November 6). The Movement that Backed Donald Trump is here to stay.
Financial Times. Retrieved November 6, 2020, from
https://www.ft.com/content/d73b9541-f91c-4423-9353-1f6606f31ee7

Callus, A. (2017, January 11). Le Pen slams rival Fillon over use of religion in politics. Reuters.
Retrieved February 1, 2021, from https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-france-election-
secularism-idUKKBN14V0ZL?edition-redirect=uk

Carlson, T. (2020, October 5). Tucker Carlson Tonight. Fox News. Washington D.C: Fox News.

Carmichael, F., Coleman, A., & Robinson, O. (2020, August 20). QAnon: Facebook takes action
on Conspiracy Groups. BBC News. Retrieved November 12, 2020, from
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-53849295

Carnegy, H. (2014, May 18). France’s National Front: New frontiers. The Financial Times.
Retrieved January 28, 2021, from https://www-ft-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/content/41b2d944-db7d-11e3-b112-00144feabdcO

Carraud, S. (2019, September 28). France's far-right Marion Marechal convinced of rising to
power one day. Reuters. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-france-politics-marechal/frances-far-right-marion-
marechal-convinced-of-rising-to-power-one-day-idUKKBN1WDONG6

Castro, E. C. (2017, October 12). The philosophical sources of Marine Le Pen. Eurozine.
Retrieved January 15, 2021, from https://www.eurozine.com/the-philosophical-sources-
of-marine-le-pen/

86



Chadwick, L., & Montalto Monella, L. (2020, October 10). What is the EU's new migration pact
and how has it been received? EuroNews. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from
https://www.euronews.com/2020/09/24/what-is-the-eu-s-new-migration-pact-and-how-
has-it-been-received

Chalk, W. (2017, April 20). Why gay French men are voting far right. BBC News. Retrieved
December 5, 2020, from https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-39641822

Chassany, A.-S. (2017, September 21). National Front adviser quits party in break with Marine
Le Pen. Financial Times. Retrieved January 24, 2021, from https://www-ft-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/content/9613d366-9e9e-11e7-8cd4-932067fbf946

Chatterton Williams, T. (2017, December 4). The French Origins of “You Will Not Replace Us".
The New Yorker. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/12/04/the-french-origins-of-you-will-not-
replace-us

Chrisafis, A. (2012, March 7). Nicolas Sarkozy: there are too many foreigners in France. The
Guardian. Retrieved February 11, 2021, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/francois-fillon-frances-conservative-front-
runner-promises-the-return-of-the-traditional-right/2016/11/22/a528a252-b0bd-11e6-
bc2d-19b3d759cfe7_story.html

Chrisafis, A. (2015, April 10). Le Pen family feud is a battle for the soul of the Front National —
and France. The Guardian. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/10/le-pen-feud-family-drama-in-battle-for-
the-soul-of-front-national-and-france

Chrisafis, A. (2016, November 20). Sarkozy defeated in primary for French right's presidential
candidate. The Guardian. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/20/nicolas-sarkozy-defeated-primary-
french-rightwing-presidential

Chrisafis, A. (2017, September 21). Marine Le Pen aide Florian Philippot quits Front National.
The Guardian. Retrieved January 24, 2021, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/21/marine-le-pen-aide-florian-philippot-to-
quit-france-front-national

Chrisafis, A. (2018, February 20). Marion Maréchal-Le Pen to share stage with US
conservatives. The Guardian. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/feb/20/marion-marechal-le-pen-to-share-stage-
us-conservatives-front-national

Chrisafis, A. (2019, November 5). France to set migrant worker quotas in bid to appeal to
rightwing voters. The Guardian. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/nov/05/france-migrant-workers-quotas-
rightwing-voters-marine-le-pen-emmanuel-macron

CIA. (2021). France: Europe. The World Factbook. Retrieved February 1, 2021, from
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/france/

87



Clifton, J. (2013). What's in the a Name? Names, National Identity, Assimilation, and the New
Racist Discourse of Marine Le Pen. International Pragmatics Association, 403-420.
Retrieved March 22, 2020, from https://web-a-ebscohost-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=1&sid=b75ea522-6e2d-4da2-
bb4e-878314103f36%40sdc-v-sessmgr02

Cohen, M. (2020). Disloyal: The True Story of the Former Personal Attorney to President
Donald J. Trump. New York: Skyhorse Publishing.

Cohen, S. (2020, July 12). Claiming “Cultural Genocide,” Congressman Matt Gaetz Compares
Black Lives Matter To The Confederacy. Forbes Magazine. Retrieved February 13,
2021, from https://www.forbes.com/sites/sethcohen/2020/07/12/rep-matt-gaetz-
compares-black-lives-matter-to-confederacy/?sh=350891992209

Cornish, A. (2015, March 3). In France, Young Muslims Often Straddle Two Worlds. NPR.
Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/03/03/390449785/in-france-young-muslims-
often-straddle-two-worlds

Craig, A. (1976). Perdn and Peronism: Personalism Personified. International Journal, 31(4),
703-717. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/pdf/40201381.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A0c963c83987e
3cbbd8b0d309692bc404

Crouch, C. (2018). The Globalization Backlash. Cambridge, United Kingdom: Polity Press.

D'Adesky, A.-C. (2017, May 6). Queer Lessons from Marine Le Pen’s Rise. The Advocate.
Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www.advocate.com/politicians/2017/5/06/queers-lessons-marine-le-pens-rise

Davis, L. C. (2016, February 5). Do Emotions and Morality Mix? A philosopher explains how
feelings influence right and wrong. The Atlantic. Retrieved March 3, 2021, from
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/02/how-do-emotions-sway-moral-
thinking/460014/

Davis, M. P., & Rivera, E. (2019, July). Dissecting Identity & Democracy, the EU's new far-
right super group. Institute for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies Occassional
Papers. Retrieved December 4, 2020, from https://cpb-us-
el.wpmucdn.com/blogs.gwu.edu/dist/b/3076/files/2019/07/Dissecting-Identity-
Democracy-the-EUs-new-far-right-super-group.pdf

De La Baume, M. (2018, September 14). France’s far-right finishing school. Politico Europe.
Retrieved December 10, 2020, from https://www.politico.eu/article/france-far-right-
finishing-school-lyon-issep-marion-marechal/

Demetriou, D. (2021). Myth and the Rise of the Global Right: Amazons vs Joan of Arc? Femen
and the Front National. Cultural Critique(110), 140-180. Retrieved February 1, 2021,
from https://go-gale-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=0tta77973&id=GALE%7CA641752675
&v=2.1&it=r

88



Deutsche Welle. (2015, December 12). Marine Le Pen cleared of charges in hate speech case.
Deutsche Welle. Retrieved January 14, 2021, from https://www.dw.com/en/marine-le-
pen-cleared-of-charges-in-hate-speech-case/a-18919190

Deutsche Welle. (2017, February 27). French court upholds FN-founder Jean-Marie Le Pen's
fine for anti-Roma remarks. Deutsche Welle. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from
https://www.dw.com/en/french-court-upholds-fn-founder-jean-marie-le-pens-fine-for-
anti-roma-remarks/a-37735276

Deutsche Welle. (2019, November 22). Brazil: President Jair Bolsonaro forms his own new
political party. Deutche Welle. Retrieved February 11, 2021, from
https://www.dw.com/en/brazil-president-jair-bolsonaro-forms-his-own-new-political-
party/a-51361998

Dodman, B. (2014, December 12). Hollande hails benefits of immigration in swipe at Sarkozy.
France 24. Retrieved January 25, 2021, from https://www.france24.com/en/20141215-
france-president-hollande-hails-immigration-museum-sarkozy-islam-national-front

Downing, L. (2018). The body politic: Gender, the right wing and 'identity category violations'.
French Cultural Studies, 367-377. Retrieved March 22, 2020, from https://journals-
sagepub-com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/doi/full/10.1177/0957155818791075

Drolet, J.-F., & Williams, M. (2020). America first: paleoconservatism and the ideological
struggle for the American right. Journal of Political Ideologies, 25(1), 28-50.

Dumitrescu, D. (2016). Up, close and personal: the new Front National Visual Strategy. French
Politics, 15(1), 1-26. Retrieved February 29, 2020, from https://search-proquest-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/docview/1901021982?rfr_id=info%3Axri%2Fsid%3Aprimo

Durkin Richer, A. (2021, March 5). Trump State Department aide charged with assault at
Capitol. Associated Press. Retrieved March 5, 2021, from
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-capitol-siege-
3d6dbd70d3cd421663991a9287e3212

Economist Intelligence Unit. (2021). Democracy Index 2020 - In sickness and in health? The
Economist. Retrieved March 4, 2021, from
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/

El Amraoui, A., & Safdar, A. (2017, May 5). ‘Le Pen’s party a living expression of anti-
Semitism’. Al Jazeera. Retrieved January 15, 2021, from
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/5/5/le-pens-party-a-living-expression-of-anti-
semitism

Eltchaninoff, M. (2018). Chapter 3: the Human Face of Nationalism. In M. Eltchaninoff, Inside
the Mind of Marine Le Pen (pp. 35-59). London: C.Hurst & Co. (Publishers) Ltd.

Eltchaninoff, M. (2018). Chapter 5: the Republican Turn. In M. Eltchaninoff, Inside the Mind of
Marine Le Pen (pp. 81-93). London: C.Hurst & Co. (Publishers) Ltd.

Eltchaninoff, M. (2018). Chapter 6: Neither Right nor Left. In M. Eltchaninoff, Inside the Mind
of Marine Le Pen (pp. 95-108). 2018: C.Hurst & Co. (Publishers) Ltd.

89



Eltchaninoff, M. (2018). Chapter 7: the Enemy Within. In M. Eltchaninoff, Inside the Mind of
Marine Le Pen (pp. 109-133). London: C.Hurst & Co. (Publishers) Ltd.

Eltchaninoff, M. (2018). Conclusion. In M. Eltchaninoff, Inside the Mind of Marine Le Pen (pp.
169-172). London, United Kingdom: C. Hurst & Co. (Publishers) Ltd. .

Eltchaninoff, M. (2018). Epilogue to the English Edition. In M. Eltchaninoff, Inside the Mind of
Marine Le Pen (pp. 176-180). London, United Kingdom: C.Hurst & Co. (Publishers) Ltd.

Eltchaninoff, M. (2018). Introduction. In M. Eltchaninoff, Inside the Mind of Marine Le Pen (pp.
1-13). London: C.Hurst & Co (Publishers) Ltd. .

Eminoglu, N., Erdogan, M. M., & Kemal, K. (2020, November 6). The EU’s “New Pact on
Migration and Asylum” is missing a true foundation. The Brookings Institute. Retrieved
December 6, 2020, from https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2020/11/06/the-eus-new-pact-on-migration-and-asylum-is-missing-a-true-
foundation/

Encyclopedia Britannica. (2019). Peronist. Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved November 12,
2020, from https://www.britannica.com/topic/Peronist

Euronews. (2020, February 7). Marine Le Pen: EU has more to lose on Brexit, but I don't want
Frexit. Euronews. Retrieved January 25, 2021, from
https://www.euronews.com/2020/02/06/marine-le-pen-eu-has-more-to-lose-on-brexit-
but-i-don-t-want-frexit

Europel. (2018, August 6). Perte d'adhérents, baisse du budget... Le Rassemblement national au
bord du gouffre. Europel. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from
https://lwww.europel.fr/politique/perte-dadherents-baisse-du-budget-le-rassemblement-
national-au-bord-du-gouffre-3726848

European Comission. (2020). Migration and Home Affairs - Schengen Area. Retrieved
December 3, 2020, from European Comission: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-
we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen_en

European Parliament & International Organization for Migration. (2009). Laws for Legal
Immigration in the 27 EU Member States. European Union. Retrieved December 3, 2020,
from https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iml_16.pdf

European Parliament. (2017). 8th parliamentary term. Retrieved January 24, 2021, from
European Parliament:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/30190/LOUIS_ALIOT/history/8

European Parliament. (2021). Full List. Retrieved December 4, 2020, from Members of the
European Parliament: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/full-list/all

European Union. (2020). Countries - The 27 member countries of the EU. Retrieved December
3, 2020, from European Union: https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries_en

Faulconbridge, G. (2017, May 22). France's Le Pen abandons 'Frexit' and franc pitch, Telegraph
newspaper says. Reuters. Retrieved January 25, 2021, from
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-election-fn-euro-idUSKBN1810XF

90



Faye, O. (2017, July 4). Samuel Maréchal, au nom de la fille. Le Monde. Retrieved January 22,
2021, from https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2016/07/09/samuel-marechal-au-
nom-de-la-fille_4966758_823448.html

Fieschi, C. (2020, February 28). Muslims and the secular city: How right-wing populists shape
the French debate over Islam. Brookings Institute. Retrieved February 4, 2021, from
https://www.brookings.edu/research/muslims-and-the-secular-city-how-right-wing-
populists-shape-the-french-debate-over-islam/

Financial Times. (2020, October 4). Lopez Obrador becomes Latin America’s new strongman.
Financial Times. Retrieved November 15, 2020, from
https://www.ft.com/content/ae1f61d8-d421-4b70-97a1-891a5e9d34b1

Foa, R. S., & Mounck, Y. (2016). Dangers of deconsolidation. Journal of Democracy, 5-17.

Foreign Affairs. (2016). France's Next Revolution? A Conversation with Marine Le Pen. Foreign
Affairs, 95(6), 2-8.

France 24. (2016, October 12). Wear a veil or be French: Hollande shocks with views on
Muslims and migrants. France 24. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from
https://lwww.france24.com/en/20161012-french-president-hollande-book-islam-veil-
sarkozy-trierweiler-gayet-migrants

France 24. (2018, March 7). Ahead of homophobia trial, Jean-Marie Le Pen comes out of the
closet about gays. France 24. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://lwww.france24.com/en/20180307-jean-marie-le-pen-homophobia-gay-court-
france-national-front

France 24. (2020, November 6). France to 'take back control' of immigration, says French PM.
France 24. Retrieved December 9, 2020, from https://www.france24.com/en/20191106-
live-french-pm-unveils-immigration-plan-as-government-moves-to-implement-quotas

France 24. (2020, June 18). Resistance heroes honoured on 80th anniversary of de Gaulle's call
to resist Nazis. France 24. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.france24.com/en/20200618-france-uk-emmanuel-macron-boris-johnson-
resistance-world-war-ii-charles-de-gaulle

Franceinfo. (2020). Résultats des élections municipales: Calais. Franceinfo. Retrieved January
22,2021, from https://www.francetvinfo.fr/elections/resultats/pas-de-
calais_62/calais_62100

Frangois, S. (2014). The Nouvelle Droite and “Tradition”. Journal for the Study of Radicalism,
8(1). Retrieved February 3, 2021, from https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/pdf/10.14321/jstudradi.8.1.0087.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%
3A79e3761ec83e8a24ebfbc87dfac8985h

Fraser, C. (2014, June 12). Le Pen family tiff a test for France's National Front. BBC News.
Retrieved January 27, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27808248

Fraser, C. (2014, May 1). National Front in patriotic fervour. BBC News. Retrieved February 1,
2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-eu-27240756

91



Friedman, U. (2017, April 20). How Populism Took Root in France. The Atlantic. Retrieved
January 21, 2021, from
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/04/france-election-
populism/523500/

Gala. (nd.). Marie-Caroline Le Pen: Biographie. Gala. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://lwww.gala.fr/stars_et_gotha/marie-caroline_le_pen

Gala. (nd.). Yann Le Pen: Biographie. Gala. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.gala.fr/stars_et_gotha/yann_le_pen

Galbreath, M. (2017). An Analysis of Donald Trump and Marine Le Pen. Harvard International
Review, 38(3), 7-9. Retrieved December 5, 2020, from https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/pdf/26528673.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Ac679b8559563
d097d9f812f76585fe10

Galiero, E., & Sapin, C. (2018, March 3). Fuite d'adhérents et d'élus au Front national. Le
Figaro. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from
https://www.lefigaro.fr/politique/2018/03/28/01002-20180328 ARTFIG00292-fuite-d-
adherents-et-d-elus-au-front-national.php?redirect_premium

Ganley, E. (2018, February 9). French far-right icon Jean-Marie Le Pen gets mixed ruling.
Associated Press. Retrieved January 14, 2021, from
https://apnews.com/article/8f56abd0833a46f2a7ff87bf41463003

Geoffroy, C. (2021, January 25). Marine Le Pen lance "M l'avenir"”, quinze ans aprés Ségolene
Royal. Huffington Post France. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from
https://www.huffingtonpost.fr/entry/marine-le-pen-lance-m-lavenir-quinze-ans-apres-
segolene-royal_fr_600ea33ec5b6d64153ad79fc

Geva, D. (2020). Daughter, Mother, Captain: Marine Le Pen, Gender, and Populism in the
French National Front. Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State & Society,
15(1), 26-42. Retrieved March 22, 2020, from https://academic-oup-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/sp/article/27/1/1/5259255

Goldhammer, A. (2015). Explaining the Rise of the Front National: Political Rhetoric or Cultural
Insecurity. French Politics, Culture & Society, 33(Summer 2015), 134-142. Retrieved
March 22, 2020, from https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/26378235?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Goldstein, A. A. (2019). The New Far-Right in Brazil and the Construction of a Right-Wing
Order. Latin American Perspectives, 245-258. Retrieved March 25, 2020, from
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/doi/full/10.1177/0094582X 19846900

Government of Canada. (2020). Travel Abroad: Schengen Area. Retrieved December 3, 2020,
from Government of Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/schengen-
area?_ga=2.938609.1372499167.1607038101-266861576.1607038101

Government of France. (2020, September 24). France welcomes EU’s draft Pact on Migration.
News Release. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from https://uk.ambafrance.org/France-
welcomes-EU-s-draft-Pact-on-Migration

92



Gray, A. J. (2011, August 1). Worldviews. International psychiatry : bulletin of the Board of
International Affairs of the Royal College of Psychiatrists, 8(3). Retrieved March 3,
2021, from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6735033/

Green, E. (2017, May 6). The Specter of Catholic Identity in Secular France. The Atlantic.
Retrieved March 27, 2020, from
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/05/christian-identity-
france/525558/

Greenhouse, S. (1988, September 4). Anti-Semitic Joke Assailed in France. New York Times.
Retrieved January 15, 2021, from https://www.nytimes.com/1988/09/04/world/anti-
semitic-joke-assailed-in-france.html

Guerrero, A. P., & Jamora, M. J. (2007, November). The Fall and Redemption of People and
Systems: Potential Lessons From the "Star Wars™ Saga. Academic psychiatry, 485-490.
Retrieved January 21, 2021, from https://link-springer-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/article/10.1176/appi.ap.31.6.485

Halton Region. (2021). LGBTQ+. Retrieved March 4, 2021, from Halton Reion:
https://www.halton.ca/For-Residents/Sexual-Health/LGBTQ

Henley, J. (2017, December 29). 2017 and the curious demise of Europe's centre-left. The
Guardian. Retrieved December 2, 2020, from https://www.theguardian.com/politics/ng-
interactive/2017/dec/29/2017-and-the-curious-demise-of-europes-centre-left

Herf, J. (1984). The Paradox of Reactionary Modernism. In J. Hert, Reactionary Modernism:
Technology, culture, and politics in Weimar and the Third Reich (pp. 2-17). Cambridge,
United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press.

Hilliar, A. (2020, August 1). Macron's government passes controversial asylum and immigration
law. France 24. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from
https://www.france24.com/en/20180801-macrons-government-passes-controversial-
asylum-immigration-law

Hird, A. (2020, June 3). Why everyone wants a bit of France's General de Gaulle. Radio France
Internationale. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2020/06/03/dans-un-long-texte-marine-le-pen-
revendique-I-heritage-du-general-de-gaulle_6041626_823448.html

Horton, O. (2020, June 18). French far-right leader to file complaint over exclusion from WWII
commemoration. Radio France Internationale. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://lwww.rfi.fr/en/france/20200618-french-far-right-leader-marine-le-pen-to-file-
complaint-over-exclusion-from-wwii-charles-de-gaulle-commemoration-sein-island-
brittany-history

Huckfeldt, R., & Sprague, J. (1992). Political Parties and Electoral Mobilization: Political
Structure, Social Structure, and the Party Canvass. American Political Science Review,
86(1), 70-86. Retrieved December 5, 2020, from https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/pdf/1964016.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%e3A9f5e314aed8eee
776dcdb65ae5224275

93



Huntington, S. P. (1993). The Clash of Civilizations. Foreign Affairs, Summer 1993. Retrieved
February 3, 2021, from https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/1993-06-
01/clash-civilizations

Identity and Democracy. (2020). Platform. Retrieved December 12, 2020, from Identity and
Democracy: id-party.eu

Jackson, G. (2016, November 25). Who is Francois Fillon, France's rightwing frontrunner?
Business Insider. Retrieved February 11, 2021, from
https://www.businessinsider.com/afp-who-is-francois-fillon-frances-rightwing-
frontrunner-2016-11

Jensen, L. A. (1997). Different Worldviews, Different Morals: America's Culture War Divide.
Human Development, 325-344. Retrieved March 3, 2021, from
http://www.jstor.org/stable/26767712

Johanneés, F. (2020, October 9). Marine Le Pen lance une campagne contre le « pacte européen
sur la migration ». Le Monde. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from
https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2020/10/09/marine-le-pen-lance-une-campagne-
contre-le-pacte-europeen-sur-la-migration_6055476_823448.html

Kabaservice, G. (2020, November 8). Donald Trump has been defeated. But Trumpism could be
here to stay. The Guardian. Retrieved November 12, 2020

Kandell, J. (1974, July 2). Peron Dead at 78; Wife Takes Over A Divided Nation. The New York
Times. Retrieved November 12, 2020, from
https://www.nytimes.com/1974/07/02/archives/peron-dead-at-78-wife-takes-over-a-
divided-nation-a-mood-of.html

Kazin, M. (2016). Trump and American Populism. Foreign Affairs, 95(6), 17-24.

Keaten, J., & Wiseman, P. (2019). Facing populist assault, global elites regroup in Davos.
Associated Press. Retrieved February 11, 2021, from
https://apnews.com/article/24304b673965484e9f10c022e4a3cc6e

Keating, D. (2017, April 11). Who would be the greenest French president? Deutsche Welle.
Retrieved February 28, 2021, from https://www.dw.com/en/who-would-be-the-greenest-
french-president/a-38385909

Keohane, D. (2020, September 22). Le Pen’s niece questions far-right leader’s strategy to win
French presidency. The Financial Times. Retrieved October 2, 2020 , from
https://www.ft.com/content/047¢1815-0d10-48cf-852e-65fe36fb90ca

Khazan, O. (2019, September 9). What Your Politics Do to Your Morals: A twist in the science
of how people form their political identities. The Altantic. Retrieved February 8, 2021,
from https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/09/political-party-morals/597517/

Knapp, A. (2017). Structure Versus Accident in the Defeat of France's Mainstream Right, April-
June 2017. Parliamentary Affairs, 558-577. Retrieved March 22, 2020, from
https://academic-oup-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/pa/article/71/3/558/4616524?searchresult=1

94



Koenig, G. (2019, March 10). Emmanuel Macron is on a slippery slope towards ‘democratic
despotism. Financial Times. Retrieved December 7, 2020, from https://www-ft-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/content/6fe3b1fc-40el-11€9-9499-290979c9807a

Kornfield, M. (2021, January 7). What happened at the Capitol ‘was domestic terrorism,’
lawmakers and experts say. Washington Post. Retrieved January 13, 2021, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2021/01/07/domestic-terrorism-
capitol-mob/

Kroet, C. (2016, October 13). Frangois Hollande: France has a problem with Islam. Politico
Europe. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from https://www.politico.eu/article/francois-
hollande-france-has-a-problem-with-islam/

Kroet, C. (2016, August 17). Manuel Valls: Burkini ‘not compatible’ with French values.
Politico Europe. Retrieved February 4, 2021, from
https://lwww.politico.eu/article/manuel-valls-burkini-not-compatible-with-french-values/

Kuper, S., & Szymanski, S. (2014). Chapter 6: Need not Apply - Does English Soccer
Discriminate Against Plack People. In S. Kuper, & S. Szymanski, Soccernomics (pp. 95-
110). New York: Nations Books.

Kurlantzick, J. (2016). State Capitalism: How the Return of Statism is Transforming the World.
Oxford University Press.

Kurmanaev, A. (2020, July 29). Latin America Is Facing a ‘Decline of Democracy’ Under the
Pandemic. New York Times. Retrieved November 15, 2020, from
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/world/americas/latin-america-democracy-
pandemic.html

Laxer, E. (2019). Chapter 1: Toward a Politics-Centered Approach to the Production of
Nationhood. In E. Laxer, Unveiling the Nation (pp. 18-41). Montreal, Quebec, Canada:
McGill Queen's University Press.

Laxer, E. (2019). Chapter 2: Meeting the Ultra-RIght Challenge in French Politics. In E. Laxer,
Unveiling the Nation: The Politics of Secularism in France and Quebec (pp. 46-80).
Montreal: Mcgill-Queen's University Press.

Le Baron, S. (2018, October 10). Le Rassemblement national a encore perdu des adhérents.
Francelnfo. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from https://www.francetvinfo.fr/replay-
radio/le-brief-politique/le-rassemblement-national-a-encore-perdu-des-
adherents_3415297.html

Le Figaro. (2017, April 14). Marine Le Pen, croyante «fachée avec I'Eglise». Le Figaro.
Retrieved February 1, 2021, from https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2017/04/14/97001-
20170414FILWWWO00046-marine-le-pen-croyante-fachee-avec-I-eglise.php

Le Normand, X. (2021, January 20). Jean-Marie Le Pen has civil marriage blessed in Tridentine
Rite ceremony at home. LaCroix International. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from
https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/jean-marie-le-pen-has-civil-marriage-
blessed-in-tridentine-rite-ceremony-at-home/13655

95



Le Pen, J. M. (2007). Programme électoral de Jean-Marie Le Pen, président du Front national
et candidat a I'élection présidentielle 2007, mars 2007. (Front National) Retrieved
December 9, 2020, from Vie-publique.fr - Direction de I'information Iégale et
administrative: https://www.vie-publique.fr/discours/166209-programme-electoral-de-
jean-marie-le-pen-president-du-front-national-et

Le Pen, M. (2015, May 3). Discours de Marine Le Pen (Vendredi 1er mai 2015). Speech. France:
National Rally. Retrieved March 26, 2020, from
https://rassemblementnational.fr/discours/discours-de-marine-le-pen-vendredi-1er-mai-
2015/

Le Pen, M. (2016, October 16). "Je veux supprimer le mariage homosexuel et le remplacer par
un PACS amélioré." #BFMPolitique. Twitter. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://twitter.com/mlp_officiel/status/787604694470459392?lang=en

Le Pen, M. (2017). Les 144 engagements preésidentiels. Rassemblement national. Retrieved
September 14, 2020, from https://rassemblementnational.fr/pdf/144-engagements.pdf

Le Pen, M. (2017, November 22). Les oligarchies financieres contre la démocratie.
Rassemblement National. Retrieved March 3, 2021, from
https://rassemblementnational.fr/conferences-de-presse/les-oligarchies-financieres-
contre-la-democratie/

Le Pen, M. (2018, May 22). Non, la fonction publique n’est pas a vendre ! Retrieved September
25, 2020, from Rassemblement National: https://rassemblementnational.fr/non-
classe/non-la-fonction-publique-nest-pas-a-vendre/

Le Pen, M. (2020, October 19). Marine Le Pen appelle au grand sursaut face a I’islamisme. News
release of press conference. Retrieved January 15, 2021, from
https://rassemblementnational.fr/videos/marine-le-pen-appelle-au-grand-sursaut-face-a-
lislamisme/

Leruth, B. (2019). Gaullism as a doctrine and political movement. In M. Demossier, D. Lees, A.
Mondon, & N. Parish, The Routledge Handbook of French Politics and Culture (pp. 36-
39). Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9781315656717-4

Les Inrockuptibles. (2018, March 30). Effondrement du nombre de militants au Front national
depuis la présidentielle. Les Inrockuptibles. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from
https://www:.lesinrocks.com/2018/03/30/actualite/politique/effondrement-du-nombre-de-
militants-au-front-national-depuis-la-presidentielle/

Levitsky, S., & Ziblatt, D. (2018, January 21). This is how democracies die. The Guardian.
Retrieved November 15, 2020

Lorimer, M. (2017, September 26). Where does Florian Philippot’s resignation leave the Front
National? LSE Blog. Retrieved January 24, 2021, from
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2017/09/26/where-does-florian-philippots-resignation-
leave-the-front-national/

96



Lorimer, M. (2018). “Ni droite, Ni gauche, Francais!” Far right populism and the future of
Left/Right Politics. In L. E. Herman, & J. Muldoon, Trumping the Mainstream: The
Conquest of Democratic Politics by the Populist Radical Right. Routledge.

Lotem, I. (2018, April 26). Macron’s France presents new immigration bill as a centrist
compromise — it’s nothing of the sort. The Conversation. Retrieved December 7, 2020,
from https://theconversation.com/macrons-france-presents-new-immigration-bill-as-a-
centrist-compromise-its-nothing-of-the-sort-95550

Luce, E. (2017). The Retreat of Western Liberalism. New York: Grove Press.
M L'Avenir. (2021). Acceuil. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from M L'Avenir: https://mlavenir.fr/

Matthews, D. (2016, June 13). Donald Trump's pro-gay Islamophobia is straight out of the
European right-wing playbook. Vox News. Retrieved February 11, 2021, from
https://www.vox.com/2016/6/13/11924826/donald-trump-islamophobia-muslim-lgbtg-
europe-wilders

Mayer, N. (2013). From Jean-Marie to Marine Le Pen: Electoral Change on. Parliamentary
Affairs, 66(1), 160-178. Retrieved March 22, 2020, from https://academic-oup-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/pa/article/66/1/160/1551953

Mayer, N., & Perrineau, P. (1992). Why do they vote for Le Pen? European Journal of Political
Research, 123-141. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/35301711.pdf

MCarthy, T. (2017). Steve Bannon's Islamophaobic film script just one example of anti-Muslim
views. The Guardian. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from
https://lwww.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/feb/03/steve-bannon-islamophobia-film-
script-muslims-islam

McAuley, J. (2017, April 22). Charles de Gaulle would roll over in his grave over what has
become of French politics. Washington Post. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/charles-de-gaulle-would-roll-over-his-
grave-over-what-has-become-of-french-politics/2017/04/21/b49efe98-239f-11e7-928e-
3624539060e8_story.html

McBride, J. (2020, April 17). How Does the European Union Work? Retrieved December 3,
2020, from Council on Foreign Relations: https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-does-
european-union-work

McGregor, M. (2019). The Rise of Populist Rhetoric and the Mainstreaming of a Party? Testing
the Rhetorical Shifts Between Front National’s Presidents Jean-Marie Le Pen and Marine
Le Pen. All Graduate Theses and Dissertations. Retrieved February 11, 2021, from
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd/7538/

McPartland, B. (2014, April 11). French free to call Marine Le Pen a ‘fascist’. The Local fr.
Retrieved February 2, 2021, from https://www.thelocal.fr/20140411/fascism-france-le-
pen-far-right-fascist/

Melander, 1. (2017, March 14). Not just skinheads with baseball bats: Front National is no longer
taboo for French youth. Business Insider. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from

97



https://www.businessinsider.com/front-national-is-no-longer-taboo-for-french-youth-
2017-3

Merriam Webster. (2020). Populist. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from Merriam-Webster
Dictionary: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/populist

Merriam-Webster. (2020). Xenophobia. Retrieved from Merriam-Webster Dictionary:
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/xenophobia

Michelot, M., & Quencez, M. (2017). The Rise of the Front National: Taking Stock of Ten Years
of French Mainstream Politics. German Marshall Fund of the United States, 1-14.
Retrieved January 28, 2021, from https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/pdf/resrep18889.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Ad8c95911de
835eabcf2d66c6cc89clee

Miles, T. (2018, October 23). French ban on full-face Islamic veil violates human rights: U.N.
panel. Reuters. Retrieved February 23, 2021, from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
france-islam-un-idUSKCN1MX15K

Miller, A. (2020, May 14). Joan of Arc, for Fascists and Feminists. JSTOR Daily. Retrieved
February 1, 2021, from https://daily.jstor.org/joan-of-arc-for-fascists-and-
feminists/#:~:text=Today%2C%20J0an%200f%20Arc%20is,France%2C%20but%20that'
s%20no0t%20all.&text=0utside%20France%2C%20though%2C%20Joan%?20has,t%20be
long%200nly%?20t0%20men.

Ministry of European and Foreign Affairs. (2020). Secularism and Religious Freedom. Retrieved
February 3, 2021, from France Diplomacy: https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-
to-france/france-facts/secularism-and-religious-freedom-in-france-
63815/article/secularism-and-religious-freedom-in-france

Ministry of European and Foreign Affairs. (nd.). Liberty, Equality, Fraternity. Retrieved
February 4, 2021, from France Diplomacy: https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-
to-france/france-facts/symbols-of-the-republic/article/liberty-equality-fraternity

Misculin, N. (2020, December 10). Alberto Fernandez: political broker to Argentina's main man.
Reuters. Retrieved November 12, 2020, from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
argentina-election-fernandez-idUSKBN1YE261

Mohdin, A. (2017, May 8). Marine Le Pen lost the vote but she won something better. Quartz.
Retrieved March 1, 2021, from https://qz.com/975521/marine-le-pen-lost-the-vote-but-
she-won-something-better/

Morenne, B. (2017, April 28). Le Pen Aide Is Fired Over Holocaust Comments. The New York
Times. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/28/world/europe/le-pen-macron-holocaust-france-
elections.htmi

Moreno, A. (2020, October 5). Sube popularidad de AMLO en septiembre: el 62% aprueba su
mandato. El Financiero. Retrieved November 15, 2020, from
https://lwww.elfinanciero.com.mx/nacional/sube-popularidad-de-amlo-en-septiembre-el-
62-aprueba-su-mandato

98



Mudde, C. (2012). The Relationship Between Immigration and Nativism in Europe and North
America. Washington D.C: Migration Policy Institute. Retrieved January 23, 2020, from
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/TCM-relationship-between-immigration-
nativism

Mudde, C. (2016). Europe's Populist Surge. Foreign Affairs, 95(6), 25-30.

Mudde, C. (2020, November 25). What is Happening to the Dutch Far Right? From Wilders to
Baudet... and Back To Wilders Again. University of Oslo - Center for Research on
Extremism. Retrieved March 5, 2021, from https://www-sv-uio-
no.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/c-rex/english/news-and-events/right-now/2020/from-wilders-to-
baudet-and-back-to-wilders-again.html

Muirhead, R., & Rosenblum, N. (2018, January 1). The New Conspiracists. Dissent. Retrieved
November 12, 2020, from https://www.dissentmagazine.org/author/russell-muirhead-and-
nancy-rosenblum

Murphy, K. (2006, November 1). France's New Law: Control Immigration Flows, Court the
Highly Skilled. Migration Policy Institute. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frances-new-law-control-immigration-flows-
court-highly-skilled

Nathanson, R. (2020, October 1). The Next Generation of the French Far Right. Vice News.
Retrieved March 3, 2021, from https://www.vice.com/en/article/935xwe/the-next-
generation-of-the-french-far-right

National Assembly of France. (2020). M. Louis Aliot. Retrieved January 24, 2021, from National
Assembly: https://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/deputes/fiche/OMC_PA720798

National Assembly of France. (2021). M. Sébastien Chenu. Retrieved Janaury 29, 2021, from
National Assembly: https://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/deputes/fiche/OMC_PA720468

Nordstrom, L. (2017, December 18). Les Patriotes: How Le Pen’s ex-protégé hopes to win over
French far right. France 24. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from
https://www.france24.com/en/20171218-france-philippot-les-patriotes-le-pen-ex-protege-
win-over-french-far-right-party

Nussbaum, A. (2021, January 18). Macron’s Premier Rejects Veil Ban For Muslim Girls in
France. BNN Bloomberg. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/macron-s-premier-rejects-veil-ban-for-muslim-girls-in-
france-1.1550356

OECD. (2018). Developments in individual OECD and selected non-member economies:
France. Paris: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. Retrieved
December 7, 2020, from http://www.oecd.org/economy/outlook/economic-forecast-
summary-france-oecd-economic-outlook.pdf

Oliver, C., & Solletty, M. (2017, April 23). Defeated Fillon rallies France against Marine Le Pen.
Politico.Eu. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from https://www.politico.eu/article/defeated-
fillon-rallies-france-against-marine-le-pen/

99



Onishi, N., & Méheut, C. (2020, October 26). A Teacher, His Killer and the Failure of French
Integration. The New York Times. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/world/europe/france-beheading-teacher.html

Orban, V. (2014, July 29). Full text of Viktor Orban’s speech at Baile Tusnad (Tusnadfiirdd) of
26 July 2014. Budapest Beacon. Retrieved November 22, 2020, from
https://budapestbeacon.com/full-text-of-viktor-orbans-speech-at-baile-tusnad-
tusnadfurdo-of-26-july-2014/

Oxford English Dictionary. (2005, December). Personalism, n., Third Edition. (Oxford
University Press) Retrieved January 21, 2021, from Oxford English Dictionary:
https://www-oed-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/view/Entry/141484?redirectedFrom=personalism#eid

Packer, G. (2015, August 24). The Other France - Are the suburbs of Paris incubators of
terrorism? The New Yorker. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/08/31/the-other-france

Patman, R. G. (2021, January 18). Trumpism doesn’t end with Trump — NZ needs to take a
firmer stand against a global threat to democracy. The Conversation. Retrieved January 1,
2021, from https://theconversation.com/trumpism-doesnt-end-with-trump-nz-needs-to-
take-a-firmer-stand-against-a-global-threat-to-democracy-153194

Pedder, S. (2016, March 2). Marine le Pen, L’Etrangere. The Economist. Retrieved January 28,
2021, from https://www.economist.com/1843/2016/03/02/marine-le-pen-letrangere

Peker, E. (2020, December 14). Right-Wing Populism and the Securitisation of Laicité
Narratives in French Education Policy. Social and Society, 1-14. Retrieved January 21,
2021, from https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/social-policy-and-
society/article/abs/rightwing-populism-and-the-securitisation-of-laicite-narratives-in-
french-education-policy/2F6FCB0997BEFC6D91E45FOECBC376F9

Perrineau, P. (2016). Chapitre 9: Le gaucho-lepénisme. Des fractures dans la transmission des
valeurs et des orientations politiques ? In A. Muxel, Temps et politique. Les
recompositions de [’identité (pp. 181-202). Paris: Presses de Sciences Po. Retrieved
January 27, 2021, from https://www-cairn-info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/temps-et-politique--
9782724618303-page-181.htm

Petroni, A. (2002, April 26). How Mitterand Made Le Pen. The Wall Street Journal. Retrieved
January 28, 2021, from https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1019765697828462040

Pfaff, W. (1998, December 15). France bids adieu to right wing National Front. The Baltimore
Sun. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/bs-xpm-
1998-12-15-1998349101-story.html

Philipps, T. (2020, October 23). How Bolivia's left returned to power months after Morales was
forced out. The Guardian. Retrieved November 15, 2020, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/23/bolivia-left-return-power-evo-morales-
mas

100



Phillips, T. (2020, November 16). Setback for Bolsonaro after poor results in Brazil local
elections. The Guardian. Retrieved November 25, 2020, from
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/16/setback-for-bolsonaro-after-poor-
results-in-brazil-local-elections

Pickles, D. M. (2020, November 18). Charles de Gaulle. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
Encyclopedia Britannica: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-de-Gaulle-
president-of-France

PinkNews. (2017, November 7). The Ultimate LGBT Glossary: all your questions answered.
Retrieved March 4, 2021, from PinkNews: https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2017/11/27/the-
ultimate-lgbt-glossary-all-your-questions-answered/

Piser, K. (2019, April 29). In secular France, Catholic roots run deep. Insitute of Current World
Affairs. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from https://www.icwa.org/in-secular-france-
catholic-roots-run-deep/

Poirier, A. (2017, April 30). France’s Marine Le Pen: The illusion of feminism. Al Jazeera.
Retrieved February 8, 2021, from https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2017/4/30/frances-
marine-le-pen-the-illusion-of-feminism

Quinault-Maupoil, T. (2017, March 20). Debat : Le Pen et Macron s'écharpent sur le burkini. Le
Figaro. Retrieved February 4, 2021, from
https://www.lefigaro.fr/elections/presidentielles/2017/03/20/35003-
20170320ARTFIG00365-le-pen-et-macron-s-echarpent-sur-le-burkini.php

Radio Canada. (2016, March 23). Marine Le Pen se dit contre I'immigration, mais pas raciste.
Radio Canada. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from https://ici.radio-
canada.ca/nouvelle/772036/entrevue-24-60-dussault-marine-le-pen-front-national

Rama, J., & Zanotti, L. (2020). Spain and the populist radical right: Will Vox become a
permanent feature of the Spanish party system? EUROPP Blog - London School of
Economics. Retrieved March 25, 2020, from
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2020/03/02/spain-and-the-populist-radical-right-will-
vox-become-a-permanent-feature-of-the-spanish-party-system/

Rassemblement national. (2019). Discours. Retrieved March 26, 2020, from Rassemblement
national: https://rassemblementnational.fr/categorie/discours/

Rassemblement National. (2021). Les adhérents. Retrieved January 29, 2021, from
Rassemblement National: https://rassemblementnational.fr/les-adherents/

Rassemblement National. (2021). Rassemblement National. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from
Rassemblement National: https://rassemblementnational.fr/

Ray, M. (nd.). Marine Le Pen: French Politician. Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved January 29,
2021, from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Marine-Le-Pen

Reid, T., & Tanfani, J. (2020, November 7). Trumpism will outlast Trump, who defied the odds,
grew the base. Reuters. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-trumpism-insight-idUSKBN27NOR2

101



Reuters. (2018, June 1). France's National Front renamed 'National Rally'. Reuters. Retrieved
March 26, 2020, from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-politics-
nationalfront/frances-national-front-renamed-national-rally-idUSKCN21IX5LU

Reuters. (2019, May 20). Ex-Trump aide Bannon praises Marine Le Pen's campaign. Reuters.
Retrieved February 3, 2021, from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-election-bannon-
iIdUSKCN1SQOP4

Reuters Staff. (2020, November 10). French unemployment surges to two-year high of 9.0% in
third quarter. Reuters. Retrieved December 7, 2020, from
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-economy-unemployment-idUSKBN27Q10B

Rioux, C. (2020, September 21). Quand Marion Maréchal rue dans les brancards. Le Devoir.
Retrieved October 2, 2020, from
https://www.ledevoir.com/monde/europe/586325/france-quand-marion-marechal-rue-
dans-les-brancards

Rolling Stone Magazine. (2016, March 17). Mariage gay: quand Marion Maréchal-Le Pen géne
sa tante. Rolling Stone Magazine. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.rollingstone.fr/mariage-gay-quand-marion-marechal-le-pen-gene-sa-tante/

Rosman, R. (2020, November 30). Is Emmanuel Macron pandering to the far right? Al-Jazeera.
Retrieved December 30, 2020, from https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/11/30/is-
frances-emmanuel-macron-pandering-to-the-far-right

Rubin, A. (2016, August 24). French ‘Burkini’ Bans Provoke Backlash as Armed Police
Confront Beachgoers. The New York Times. Retrieved February 4, 2021, from
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/25/world/europe/france-burkini.html

Saad, A. (2020, October 28). Islamophobia: Macron’s desperate bid for re-election. Al Jazeera.
Retrieved January 25, 2021, from
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/10/28/islamophobia-as-an-integration-strategy-
in-france

Sayare, S. (2017, April 20). How Marine Le Pen played the media. The Guardian. Retrieved
January 28, 2021, from https://www.theguardian.com/news/2017/apr/20/how-marine-le-
pen-played-the-media

Schmid-Driiner, M. (2019, December). Fact Sheets on the European Union: Immigration policy.
Retrieved December 3, 2020, from European Parliament:
https://lwww.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/152/immigration-policy

Schneider, N. (2020). Bolsonaro in Power: Failed Memory Politics in Post-Authoritarian Brazil?
Modern Languages Open, 1-11. Retrieved October 28, 2020, from
https://www.modernlanguagesopen.org/articles/10.3828/mlo.v0i0.324/

Schultheis, E. (2017, May 7). Marine Le Pen's Real Victory. The Atlantic. Retrieved December
5, 2020, from https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/05/le-pen-national-
front-macron-france-election/525759/

Sciolino, E. (2004, February 11). French Assembly Votes to Ban Religious Symbols in Schools.
The New York Times. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from

102



https://www.nytimes.com/2004/02/11/world/french-assembly-votes-to-ban-religious-
symbols-in-schools.html

Scrinzi, F. (2017). Gender and women in the Front National discourse and policy : from 'mothers
of the nation' to ‘working mothers? New Formations, 87-101. Retrieved February 5,
2021, from
https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?id=GALE%7CA565057176&sid=googleScholar&v=
2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=09502378&p=AONE&sw=w

Serhan, Y. (2020, March 14). Populism Is Meaningless. The Atlantic. Retrieved January 21,
2021, from https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/03/what-is-
populism/607600/

Shain, M. A. (2010). Managing Difference: Immigrant Integration Policy in France, Britain, and
the United States. Social Research, 77(1), 205-236. Retrieved February 5, 2021, from
https://www-jstor-
org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/stable/40972249?seq=10#metadata_info_tab_contents

Shields, J. (2007). The Extreme Right in France. London: Routledge. Retrieved March 22, 2020,
from https://www-taylorfrancis-com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/books/e/978020396 7546

Shields, J. (2013). Marine Le Pen and the ‘New’ FN: A Change of Style or of Substance?
Parliamentary Affairs, 66(1), 179-196. Retrieved March 22, 2020, from https://academic-
oup-com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/pa/article/66/1/179/1556177

Shields, J. (2018). Electoral Performance and Policy Choices in the Front National.
Parliamentary Affairs, 71(3), 538-557. Retrieved March 22, 2020, from https://academic-
oup-com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/pa/article/71/3/538/4600587?searchresult=1

Silk, J. (2019, June 24). France: Muslim women in Grenoble defy burkini ban. Deutche Welle.
Retrieved February 4, 2021, from https://www.dw.com/en/france-muslim-women-in-
grenoble-defy-burkini-ban/a-49339375

Smith, J. (2020, November 4). France’s President Stands on Principle, But Stumbles in Practice.
Foreign Affairs. Retrieved December 2, 2020, from
https://lwww.foreignaffairs.com/articles/europe/2020-11-04/frances-president-stands-
principle-stumbles-practice

Smith, P. (2017, Feburary 13). What Marine Le Pen’s 144-point presidential plan for France
actually says. The Conversation. Retrieved December 3, 2020, from
https://theconversation.com/what-marine-le-pens-144-point-presidential-plan-for-france-
actually-says-72910

Smith, S. (2017, May 11). Marion Marechal-Le Pen Quits Politics After Aunt's Election Loss.
NBC News. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/marion-marechal-le-pen-quits-politics-after-aunt-
s-election-n757791

Smith, S. M. (2021, January 6). US Capitol protesters, egged on by Trump, are part of a long
history of white supremacists hearing politicians’ words as encouragement. The
Conversation.

103



Solletty, M. (2021, February 12). Who’s who: Macron’s top challengers for 2022. Politico
Europe. Retrieved March 5, 2021, from https://www.politico.eu/article/lemmanuel-
macron-top-challengers-opposition-france-presidential-election-2022/

Soullier, L. (2020, June 3). Dans un long texte, Marine Le Pen revendique 1’héritage du général
de Gaulle. Le Monde. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2020/06/03/dans-un-long-texte-marine-le-pen-
revendique-I-heritage-du-general-de-gaulle_6041626_823448.html

Soullier, L. (2020, June 29). Louis Aliot remporte 1’élection municipale a Perpignan pour le
Rassemblement national. Le Monde. Retrieved January 24, 2021, from
https://lwww.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2020/06/29/1-extreme-droite-remporte-
perpignan-avec-louis-aliot-au-second-tour-des-municipales-2020_6044518 823448.html

Stanford University. (2009, November 12). Peronalism. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
Stanford Encyclopedia of Phylosophy: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/personalism/

Stockemer, D. (2017). Chapter 1: Introduction. In D. Stockemer, The Front National in France:
Continuity and Change under Jean-Marie Le Pen and Marine Le Pen (pp. 1-5). Cham,
Switzerland: Springer International Publishing.

Stockemer, D. (2017). Chapter 2: The History of the Front National. In D. Stockemer, The Front
National: Continuity and Change Under Jean-Marie Le Pen and Marine Le Pen (pp. 7-
26). Cham, Switzerland: Springer International Publishing.

Stockemer, D. (2017). Chapter 3: The FN's ideology Under Jean-Marie Le Pen and Marine Le
Pen. In D. Stockemer, The Front National In France (pp. 27-40). Cham, Switzerland:
Springer International Publishing.

Stockemer, D. (2017). Chapter 4: The FN's Leadership and Elites Under Jean-Marie Le Pen and
Marine Le Pen. In D. Stockemer, The Front National in France (pp. 43-56). Cham,
Switzerland: Springer International Publishing.

Stockemer, D. (2017). Chapter 5: The FN Membership Under Jean-Marie Le Pen and Marine Le
Pen. In D. Stockemer, The Front National in France: Continuity and Change Under
Jean-Marie Le Pen and Marine Le Pen (pp. 57-77). Cham, Switzerland: Springer
International Publishing.

Stockemer, D. (2019). What is right-wing populism and how does it manifest itself? An analysis
of the French National Front’s Facebook posts and sympathizers’ Facebook comments.
French Politics, 340-354.

Strain, M. (2020, December 31). What a Pro-Worker Republican Party Really Looks Like.
Bloomberg. Retrieved February 10, 2021, from
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-12-31/republican-populists-like-
hawley-are-not-pro-worker

Stratton, K. (2020, December 22). From biblical times to Trump, false messiahs have doomed
societies. The Conversation. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
https://theconversation.com/from-biblical-times-to-trump-false-messiahs-have-doomed-
societies-150933

104



Strothard, M. (2017, May 2). National Front’s dark past casts shadow over Le Pen’s election bid.
Retrieved January 29, 2021, from https://www-ft-
com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/content/bd3a6504-2e9b-11e7-9555-23ef563ecf9a

Sunderland, J. (2012, September 23). Banning Muslim Veil Denies Women a Choice, Too.
Retrieved February 4, 2021, from Human Rights Watch:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2012/09/23/banning-muslim-veil-denies-women-choice-too

Symons, E.-K. (2017, April 11). The New National Front Is the Same as the Old National Front.
Foreign Policy. Retrieved February 28, 2021, from
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/emma-kate-symons/

Tabachnick, D. E. (2019, October 31). Donald Trump'’s populist presidency is the real coup, not
the impeachment inquiry. Retrieved March 25, 2020, from The Conversation:
https://theconversation.com/donald-trumps-populist-presidency-is-the-real-coup-not-the-
impeachment-inquiry-124972

Taladrid, S. (2020, August 28). Argentina Considers a Return to Peronism. The New Yorker.
Retrieved November 12, 2020, from https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-
desk/argentina-considers-a-return-to-peronism

Taussig, T. (2017, March 23). The rise of personalist rule. The Brookings Institute. Retrieved
January 21, 2021, from https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2017/03/23/the-rise-of-personalist-rule/

Thaler, K. (2020). Personalism and the Pandemic: Self-Interest, Accountability, and Covid-19
Responses Under Authoritarianism and Democratic Erosion. ECPR General Conference
Online, Virtual Event. Colchester: European Consortium for Political Research. Retrieved
January 21, 2021, from https://ecpr.eu/Events/Event/PaperDetails/55749

The Economist. (1999, January 28). Bruno Mégret, France’s far-right schemer. The Economist.
Retrieved January 24, 2021, from https://www.economist.com/europe/1999/01/28/bruno-
megret-frances-far-right-schemer

The Economist. (2018). The transgender populist fighting fascists. The Economist.
The Economist. (2019, July 6). The Transformation of the Right. The Economist.

The Telegraph. (2020, February 23). Marine Le Pen explains why nationalism is important.
YouTube. Retrieved February 28, 2021, from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNpI9wKnE8Q

Torsoli, A. (2020, October 4). France’s Le Pen Could Top First Round of 2022 Elections: Poll.
Bloomberg News. Retrieved December 2, 2020, from
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-04/france-s-le-pen-could-win-first-
round-of-2022-elections-poll

Trump, M. (2020). Too Much and Never Enough: How my family created the world's most
dangerous man. New York: Simon and Schuster.

Vattaire, J. (2021, January 18). Jean-Marie Le Pen s'est marié en secret : Marine Le Pen « n'était
pas au courant ». Gala. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from

105



https://www.gala.fr/l_actu/news_de_stars/jean-marie-le-pen-sest-marie-a-92-ans-marine-
le-pen-netait-pas-au-courant_461786

Verges, M. d. (2017, April 28). Mondialisation : Marine Le Pen et Emmanuel Macron
irréconciliables. Le Monde. Retrieved November 30, 2020, from
https://www.lemonde.fr/election-presidentielle-2017/article/2017/04/28/mondialisation-
marine-le-pen-et-emmanuel-macron-irreconciliables_5119234 4854003.html

Vinocur, N. (2016, December 7). National Front defector blasts homophobic insults. Politico
Europe. Retrieved February 6, 2021, from https://www.politico.eu/article/national-front-
defector-blasts-hnomophobic-insults/

Vinocur, N. (2017, June 20). Jean-Marie Le Pen to Marine: It’s time to go. Politico Europe.
Retrieved February 1, 2021, from https://www.politico.eu/article/jean-marie-le-pen-to-
marine-its-time-to-go/

Vinocur, N. (2017, April 10). Le Pen attacked for denying French role in wartime roundup of
Jews. Politico.EU. Retrieved January 15, 2021, from
https://www.politico.eu/article/marine-le-pen-attacked-for-denying-french-role-in-
wartime-roundup-of-jews/

Wessel, B. (2014, November 11). Le Pen basks in attention at Front National conference.
Deutsche Weller. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from https://www.dw.com/en/le-pen-
basks-in-attention-at-front-national-conference/a-18102093

Whitney, C. R. (1998, December 25). French Far-Right Party Likely to Split as Le Pen Expels 7
Aides. The Washington Post. Retrieved January 21, 2021, from
https://lwww.nytimes.com/1998/12/25/world/french-far-right-party-likely-to-split-as-le-
pen-expels-7-aides.html?auth=login-google

Wike, R. (2017, April 21). 5 charts showing where France’s National Front draws its support.
Pew Research Centre. Retrieved March 9, 2021, from https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2017/04/21/5-charts-showing-where-frances-national-front-draws-its-support/

Wildman, S. (2017, April 10). France’s far-right presidential candidate is whitewashing the
French role in the Holocaust. Vox. Retrieved January 15, 2021, from
https://www.vox.com/world/2017/4/10/15242680/marine-le-pen-national-front-anti-
semitism-wwii-holocaust-france

Williams, M. (2018, December 6). The Alt-Right Gets its Own University. Centre for
International Policy Studies - University of Ottawa. Retrieved December 10, 2020, from
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/2018/12/06/the-alt-right-gets-its-own-university/

Williams, M. H. (2011). A new era for French far right politics? Comparing the FN under two Le
Pens. Analise Social, 679-695. Retrieved December 6, 2020, from
https://lwww.jstor.org/stable/41494868

Williamson, L. (2016, December 29). Will the 'populist wave' reach France? BBC News.
Retrieved January 21, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-38393663

Willsher, K. (2017, January 7). The family name and party logo have gone but can Marine Le
Pen detoxify her brand? The Guardian. Retrieved January 27, 2021, from

106



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jan/07/marine-le-pen-front-national-revamp-
french-presidential-election

Winsor, M. (2018, March 10). Steve Bannon: 'Let them call you racist ... Wear it as a badge of
honor'. ABC News. Retrieved February 3, 2021, from
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/steve-bannon-call-racist-wear-badge-
honor/story?id=53656814

Wolff, S. (2017, April 17). Immigration, a consensual issue in the French presidential campaign?
Blogs of the London School of Economic. Retrieved December 9, 2020, from
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2017/04/15/immigration-a-consensual-issue-in-the-
french-presidential-campaign/#Author

Zalan, E. (2016, October 1). Hungary Is Too Small for Viktor Orban. Foreign Policy. Retrieved
January 21, 2021, from https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/10/01/hungary-is-too-small-for-
viktor-orban/

Zaretsky, R. (2016, April 7). How French Secularism Became Fundamentalist. Foreign Policy.
Retrieved February 4, 2021, from https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/04/07/the-battle-for-
the-french-secular-soul-laicite-charlie-hebdo/

Zaretsky, R. (2016, November 6). Nicolas Sarkozy’s Waterloo Is His War on Islam. Foreign
Policy. Retrieved January 18, 2021, from https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/11/06/nicolas-
sarkozys-waterloo-is-his-war-on-islam/

Zurcher, A. (2021, January 30). Marjorie Taylor Greene: Why she embodies Republicans' post-
Trump dilemma. BBC News. Retrieved February 4, 2021, from
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-55845756

107



