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WOMAN AS SUBJECT/OBJECT
A CRITIQGE OF FEMINIST WRITINGS ON PROSTITUTION AND PORNOGRAPHY

chris Bruckert
Oniversity of ottawa
Department of Criminology

The construction of woman as object/other in the dominant
discourse is an accepted problematic in feminist scholarship. This
is understood to be a function of the androcentric nature of the
academic, lingquistic and social spheres that mediate our
understanding/experience. In this context, reality is dichotomized,
and woman is the object/other acainst which man identifies himself
as subject. This consciousness poses a fundamental epistemological
challenge to feminist scholars: how to construct woman as the
subject of discourse and overcome woman's deeply rooted social
definition and consciousness of object/other.

The positions and understandings of contemporary feminist
theory on how to actualize this understanding in praxis are
reviewed and a typology considered that assesses feminist thought
in relation the conceptualization of woman and strategies to
construct woman as the subject in discourse.

A sample of feminist writings on prostitution and pornography
are analyzed to determine if the ideclogical and epistemological
assumptions of the dominant discourse, rejected in feminist theory,
are reproduced in substantive applications of feminism.

It is argued that in much of the feminist prostitution and
pornography literature reviewed, skin and sex trade workers are
denied legitimacy and voice; they are the deconstructed subject who
is symbol/victim/object. Further there is a failure to transcend
the conceptual boundaries of androcentric thought and therefore the
dominant constructs are implicitly legitimated.

It is concluded that some of the current applications of
feminist theory contravenes the established political/personal
mandate of feminism to redefine woman as the subject of discourse.
It is suggested that a feminist framework is required that is
conscious of itself, its own ideology, socially imposed parameters
and its relation to the dominant discourse against which it defines
itself.
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I identified with men, used their
eyes. I was sliced in two. Half of
me was a like a man surveying the
passive half of me as a woman-
thing....I caught myself going to
watch another woman as if I were a
man.....I was experiencing the
situation....through ments eyes....
Catching myself observing myself
desiring one of myselves I remained
poised for an instant in two halves.,

Women's Consciousness, Men's World
Sheila Rowbotham 1973:40




INTRODUCTION

The introductory quote presents a concrete illustration of the
central focus of this thesis, tne tansion between woman as subject
and woman as object.

This thesis is an extension of an earlier attempt to apply my
feminist perspective to an analysis of prostitution. It is not
aiming for academic 'breakthrough!' or even insight, but to address
and resolve at an abstract 1level some of the conceptual
difficulties, inconsistencies and contradictions I encountered. The
thesis is grounded in the feminist tradition of critical
introspective analysis and in the belieg that continual
reevaluation contributes to the development of a comprehensive
understanding, and is essential to minimizing the negative
consequences of some forms of feminist knowledge. There is no
intent to discredit feminist analysis or to question the validity
of this perspective. Rather to contribute to scheolarship that
extends the boundaries of feminist thought through critique.

In this thesis the understanding of the subject/object tension
will be employed to develop an analysis of selected feminist
criminological writings. Feminist work within criminology
frequently gives voice to the social construction of women as
object: from this perspective woman is unable to be the creator,

definer (subject) of discourse. Instead she reflects, is defined



2
definer (subject) of discourse. Instead she reflects, is defined
by, and defines herself in relation to a discourse informed by male
experience. Consequently, woman identifies herself as other - an
alienating and limiting position, which is internalized and acted
upon by female (and male) social actors. The resulting self concept
clearly conflicts with the feminist political/personal agenda to
discover subject/woman in discourse.

The pervasiveness of patriarchal ideology, and the situational
reality of the women who attempt to create knowledge, renders its
transcendence highly problematic. The acadenmic disciplines and
institutions that inform knowledge and ideology are androcentric:
they reproduce gender relations, and define woman as objects.

Criminology, academically as well as in practice, is
sensitized to neither gender nor women. Research is almost always
conducted from a male perspective. The result is a tendency to
generalize findings derived from exclusively male samples or to use
a mixed sample without acknowledging the gender variable, or simply
to ignore women. Supposedly glecbal theories of crime and/or
deviance are genergted without reference to female behaviour, and
are frequently suspect when women are considered. Traditionally
studies that explore female crime specifically are characterized by
stereotypical portrayals, distortions of motives, the agssumption of
sexual deviancy and a reliance on psycholegical/biological
explanation (for a complete analysis see Smart 1976b; Daly &

Chelsey~Lind 1988).
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This dynamic is clearly not restricted to ecriminolegy. In
philosophy, the dismissal of women's reality is exemplified by the
focus on death as opposed to birth (Finn, 1962b:167). Man's
biological marginality in the sphere of creating life would appear
to preclude its presentation as a valued, transcendant experience.
Psychiatry mediates between experience and reality in a manner that
invalidates female experience, decontextualizes it and names these
(unnamed) feelings as symptomatic of pathology, thereby providing
ideological and repressive interpretations for women's negative
understanding their subjugation (Smith, 1975:9). Sociology develops
understandings of the social world from the perspective of men and
generalizes this to women. Considerable evidence supports the
contention that women have been effectively "kept off the
historical record" (Spender, 1982a:14). Language constitutes
encoded concepts that are consistent with male experience. In

egssence:

The status of women as political and rational
agents cannot cease to pose problems while the
domains of politics and rationality are
constructed as masculine and as pertaining to
men rendering the domains of domesticity and
sensuality feminine and pertaining to women

Subject, Body and the Exclusion of Women
Hodge, 1988:153

In light of the above-detailed context we must question the
feasibility of women defining themselves as anything other then
object. Despite the consciousness of feminism, feminist work often
remains within tue dominant patriarchal discourses and the agenda

set by this context. In this thesis it will be argued that feminist
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epistemologies dispute the definition of specific terms or concepts
without challenging the essence of the constructs themselves, and
therefore rarely transcend the conceptual framework of the dominant
discourses. There is an identified need, therefore, to move beyond
the overt and standardized presentation of women to a critique and
analysis of the underlying aandrocentric conceptualizations and the
dichotomous nature of the frameworks which inform knowledge -
constructing/ dividing the social world into a series of discrete
and oppositional categories.

Given the inadequacy knowledge, a uniquely women's
epistemology threatens to reverse, rot eliminate gender-based bias.
It will be argued therefore, that woman must be constructed as the
subject of discourse in a manner that is herstorically and socially
located (Alcoff, 1988:276) and employs an interplay between
subjective experience and objective constructs. Through such non-
sexist epistemologies women can realize transcendence and men
achieve humanness in a manner that is not contingent on oppression.
Overcoming women's epistemologically grounded and socially realized
‘false' consciousness, is however personally and politically
threatening to the male-defined social order, and to women
themselves since such awareness forces - the questioning and
reevaluation of women's knowledge, sense of self, and identity as
women and necessitates coming to terms with women's complicity in
their own subjugation.

Michel Foucault focused on the manner through which power is

created and sustained. He understocd power to be relational -
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diffused throughout society, and therefore an inevitable element of
social interaction. Knowledge can be understood as instrumental in
this dynamic. Discourse, to the extent that it ®"is a political
commodity ... which construct(s) programs for the formulation of
social reality" (Gordon, 1980:245) constitutes power/knowledge when
it is understood as valid. It i3 not a question of momolithic
truth, but rather of how the social value assigned truth permeates
these social constructs with power (Smart, 1989:9). Feminism and
criminology both constitute systems of knowledge/power that can be
urderstood in Foucauldian terms as part of the 'modern episteme! -~
new fields of exploration and surveillance, realized in control.

These insights of Foucault provide the context and
justification for the contention, central to this paper, that the
power/knowledge of the feminist discourse must be deconstructed;
when we create a discourse/knowledge we must remain cognisant of
the assumption of power. This thesis will seek to analyze the
implications of the acceptance of the claim that feminism speaks
the truth about women through its ability to realize in theoretical
and concrete terms women's private/public reality.

The question of whether ideclogy can be sufficiently
abstracted from our knowledge to allow demystification remains a
central challenge for feminist scholars. This awareness of the
political nature of epistemological assumptions, and of the pover
of discourse suggests the need for alternatives. This simple
conclusion proves highl: problematic in practical terms, and is the

site of theoretical conflict among feminist academics.
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This thesis will focus on how the tension of woman as
subject/object is worked out in feminist work in the field of
criminology, and how the implicit/explicit conceptualizations and
subtext contribute to, or distract from, the dJdevelopment of
holistic, gender sensitive non-sexist epistemologies.

The initial chapter is divided into two parts. In the first,
a review of the feminist literature will outline the understandings
of this scholarship in relation to the subject/object dimension. A
focus on the theoretical, philosophical, herstorical and material
foundations is «central to locating the dynamic in an
epistemological context which is understood by feminist scholars to
be instrumental in creating and maintaining the status of women as
other. The latter element will primarily be developed in relation
to dicvhotomized thought which establishes many of the parameters of
our conceptualization of the social world. The second part of the
first chapter will present a typology for accessing feminist
thought in relation to its articulated, or assumed, pesition on the
construction of woman in discourse. A number of prevalent feminist
orientations will be explored to determine the implications of
utilizing these existing theoretical frameworks to actualize female
transcendence in discourse.

In the aethodology chapter a variety of insights developed in
the field of socio~linguistics will be discussed. Relevant
strategies will be incorporated into a framework <for the
examination of some of the feminist literature on prostitution and

pornegraphy.
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The two subsequent chapters will apply the methodological and
theoretical frameworks to examples of feminist ideological
construction of social issues. More specifically, the thesis will
examine feminist literature on pornography and prostitution. It is
understoed that although these practices/exiperiences are not
necessarily criminalized, they are conceptualized as deviant in the
dominant feminist, criminological and malestream discourses and
targeated by the social control apparatus. These practices in many
ways epitomize the extension of the general association of women
with sexuality into the sphere of deviancy.

In the conclusion, the findings will be reviewed and their
implications assessed. The need for alternate methodological and
ideological approaches to criminology, which acknowledge the
subject/object tension, defines woman as subject, and are
internally consistent with non-sexist epistemology will be
considered. |

The crimirological work from a feminist perspective and
concerning the explicitly gendered issues of prostitution and
pornography can be assumed to constitute a 'best case scenario'. If
woman is a constructed object, and a deconstructed subject in this
literature, then this understanding is liable to be reproduced in
malestream criminology. Feminist theory and understanding are
gaining some credibility, and are increasingly being integrated
(appropriated?), at least at the 1level of rhetoric into the
academic practices and theories of malestream criminology. Care

must be taken at this juncture that this potentially positive
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dynamic does not implicitly ccntinue to construct woman as object.
If we adopt feminist theories that have not resolved this dilemma
there is a real possibility that woman/object will be further
legitimated through the presumption that this criminology is

informed by feminist philosophy.



CHAPTER ONE
THEORETICAL OVERVIEW

This thesis is grounded in the assumption that, given the
conscious efforts of feminist scholarship to create woman as the
subject of discourse, the subject/object dichotomy provides a
useful point of departure for the examination of feminist pragmatic
and theoretical work. This approach will allow us to locate this
tension herstorically and to contextualize it in the reality of a
social world that functions to replicate current forms of social
relations, and will serve as the framework for the subsequent:
analysis.

This chapter is divided into two parts. The first will detail
he herstorical and philosophical roots of, and the current
feminist position on, the subject/object tension. While
acknowledging that feminism is not a single epistemology there are
identifiable positions, and some coassnsus, on this dynamic. The
second part of the chapter will assume a position outside of
feminist thought to examine the impact and implications of the
understanding of woman as the object of the dominant discourse on

feminist theory and practice.
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PART ONE
BUBJECT/OBJ ECT

The subject/object dichotomy was first articulated in The
Second Sex (1952), Simone de Beauvoir's classic text. She argued
that man's identity as subject is grounded in the definition of
woman as object: "here is to be found the basic trait of women: she
is other in a totality of which the two components are necessary
for each other" (de Beauvoir, 1952:xix). This fundamental element
renders all subsequent social understanding necessarily limited. De
Beauvoir attempted to make sense of woman's inability to transcend
the ccnfines of this definition and her association with the body.
She located the obstacles to the development of conscicusness in:
women's dispersal among men; physical weakness; reproductive
capabilities; lack of resources; insufficient personal and
political freedom; and a lack of anger which in itself is a
testament to patriarchal mystification (de Beauvoir, 1952:590).
Ultimately woman justifies her being most readily within the
axisting social discourses.

De Beauvoir suggests that the development of a feminist
consciousness is fundamentally threatening to women. Consciousness
would require the abandonment of the few precious advantages women
experience through their association with the dominant gender. De
Beauvoir identifies women's vicarious experience of transcendence
through love and connection to men to be a partial, non~threatening

compromise. Consequently women, while complicit with their
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subjugation habitually experience conflict between ego, desires,
and self-denying reality.

Philosophically, de Beauvoir's understanding is grounded in
the work of Hegel as mediated by Sartre. Hegel's classic notions of
slave-master conflict, the development of selfhood through
surviving the threat of death, and the transcendencz of the
physical sphere, are central compenents of de Beauvoir's argument.
Sartrean (1965) philoscphy suggests that the life and death
struggle can only be resclved satisfactorily for one contender the
subject or observer; the loser is relegated to the role of object
or other. The observed object can mirrox, but not experience,
selfhood. Transcendence then entails both the refusal to be
objectified and the objectification of the other. In de Beauvoir's
application of this model, she suggests that as a consequence
women's social position and acceptance of the dominant ideology,
the philosophical conceptualisation of gender struggle is rarely
translated into tangible cenflict (de Beauvoir, 1952:xxi).

It must be recognized that although ¢the subject/object
dichotomy is an identified issue in much of the feminist work there
are some well developed arguments against its validity. For
example, Genvieve Lloyd's (1984) philosophical critique is centres
on de Beauvoirt's understanding and application of Hegel's work.
Lloyd dquestions the absolute freedom and transcendence of the
sartrian vision, and suggests that women's inability to transcend
is grounded in social reality, culture, gender constructs and our

(forced) immersion in the concrete - not in disinterest or
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inability to realize selfhood (Lloyd, 1984:54). Dorothy McCall
(1979) notes that de Beauvoir's failure to question the relative
value assigned to the taking, rather then giving of life in
philosophy, essentially reproduces misogynist perceptiens.

Mary O'Brien (1981), suggests that the duality de Beauvoir
presents as an universal human condition is in reality a male
attribute. For O'Brien, de Beauvoir's innovative but unquestioned
acceptance of Sartrian philosophy, and her conceptualization of man
as untroubled by female reproductive capabilitie.s, are problematic.
she suggests that the solutions proposed by de Beauvoir imply that
the only viable channel for women's transcendence is through the

repetition of man's experience.

DICHOTOMIZED THOUGHT

There is significant feminist scholarship that expands on the
insights articulated in The Second Sex. A central premise of this
work is that our social world and reality is conceptualized in
dichotomous terms. This polarity is seen as both symptomatic of
malestream thought, and as contributing to, the subjugation of
women. The term 'malestream’' has been coined to reflect the
understanding developed throughout this thesis that the dominant
ideology and knowledge are androcentric and do not reflect the
reality/experience of women.

The social world is constructed as a binary reality,
constituting a series of mutually exclusive categories. The

dominant definition of women as the opposite of man justifies
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female objectification and denies her status as subject. These
dichotomies, including; mind/body, male/female, culture/nature,
objectivity/subjectivity, whore/madonna - organize malestream
thought and will be employed to structure this analysis.
Male/Female

Feminism clearly distinguishes between biological sex and
social gender. Within malestream thought, sex and gender are
conflated - differences in social roles, desires, interests,
identity are constructed as ‘'natural'. An essentially minimal
difference justifies dichotomizing humanity with masculinity and
femininity and the perception of these as polar opposites - the
inversion of one another. Geraldine Finn (1985) queries “Why insist
that there be two sexes if not so that one can be subjected to the
other?" (Finn, 1985:82). Woman is the mirror image of man. This
notion of mirroring is conceptually tied to the social definition
and role of woman. Man understands himself in relation to
object/woman. Her status as an object is imperative for the
continuation of his sense of self and value. Considered in light of
Hegel's master-slave analogy this would suggest that whereas the
master's (male) primary identity is located in his master-status,
the slave's (female) self-concept 1is not defined by this
relationship. Therefore the retention of malestream organization
and understanding of gender relations is clearly imperative for
male, but not female, social actors.

Women are well socialized to reflect "men at twice their sizen

(Cline & 8pender, 1987:10) by supporting, enhancing, and
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encouraging, the individual and ceollective male ego. Women smile to
assure individual men of their importance, value and desirability:
ntwantieth century white women's smile is the ecquivalent of the
nineteenth century black servant's shuffle"™ (Cline and Spender,
1987:98). Women also smile at other women, however according to
Cline and Spender (1987) the reciprocal nature of this interaction
and the relatively equal distribution of intra-gender power,
assures that the symbolic meaning is fundamentally different.

The dominant model of the hairless, sexual woman reflects
youtk and functions to emphasise the relative power and status of
the male (Bartky, 1988:73]. Age could be associated with wisdom and
power: in western patriarchies, however, older women are, by
definition unbeautiful, undesirable and disempowered, the attempt
to retain ideal female 'status' (youth, body) is the subject of
humour. The colder woman who has outlived her usefulness as a whore
or madonna is conceptualized as either mother or witch.

Women's bodies are produced and presented in a manner that
amplifies the male, regardless of the social or physical costs. The
ideal woman is weak and small, thereby exaggerating/reflecting male
strength and size. Women who fail to fulfil this mirror/magnifying
function risk negative social, economic, emotional and physical
consequences. At the same time women are implicitly corrupted by
this process, since the Ymirror" also reflects man within woman.
Charles Cooley (Rosenburg et. al., 1983:158) theorized that the
process of our physiological construction ocecurs in relation to

others. For women the "looking glass self'" is an essentially
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devalued, mnutated image, the embodiment of that which is not

male/human.
Culture/Nature

In the dominant 4iscourse, man is associated with culture. In
contrast woman is nature/natural, an understanding usually
justified by biological rhetoric. However women's experienca/
understanding of nature/natural processes is appropriated and
controlled, both ideclogically and actually in patriarchal society.
If she is nature she must be controlled by culture. To illustrate,
woman's Jjoy/experience of her Dbeody/nature, in pregnancy,
childbirth, and breastfeeding, is mediated by her consciousness of
the devaluation of her body/object. The natural and profound
physical impact of child bearing is not acknowledged. A pre-
pregnancy body forever sought, the symbol of youth and ideal
womanhood. Women's experience of being/body is undermined and
intertwined with the cultural definition of her body as a source of
male pleasure, and as the basis of her value and self-concept.

In the dominant discourse, woman is associated with nature
which allows the projection of man's 'base' self onto her,
resulting in an image that is at times contradictory and
conflicting - she is both maternal and sensual; good and evil;
temptress and redeemer; madonna and whore. That the presentation of
woman as 'the dark side' of man flourishes at times of social,
gender or environmental crises exemplifies the extent to which the
image of women is an ideological instrument of control (Bordo,

1988:106) .
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Madonna/Whore

patriarchy is grounded in a fundamental manner in the
ideological and subsiantive appropriation of woman's reproductive
capabilities by the male hierarchy. Quite simply, the rule and
lineage of the father and his 'immortality' can only be actualized
if paternity can be assured. Women are therefore afforded both
tangible and intangible rewards for their conformity to the
dictates of female purity. Accepted as legitimate the construction
assumes its own dynamic including the stigmatizatioa of women who
violate the imposed and constructed morality.

In this manner sexuality becomes a gender specific dimension
used to define, describe, and - because the ascribed statuses are
not value neutral but decidedly vazlue laden - to assess women. In
patriarchal thought male sexual behaviour is constructed as
occurring on a continuum, by contrast women's behaviour is
polarized into two mutually exclusive categories.

The benefit of being a 'good girl' are real only in relation
to the experience of 'bad girls' - other women who do not enjoy
this status. Further, since female sexuality is considered
determinant, the designation 'whore! becomes an overriding
deafinition. It is employed to segregate, dismiss and delegitimate
the experience, understood reality in fact the very humanness, of
women whose sexual or social behaviour is constructed in this
manner. The acceptance of this dichotomy creates a caste of ‘throw
away women'. 8Sheila Jeffreys (1985) suggests that the division

between pure and fallen women is important for the maintenance of
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male supremacy, by splintering the solidarity of women men ensure
that women do not join together to challenge patriarchal power
(Teffreys, 1985:60).

Mind/Body

Herstorically, philosophy has been the domain of the elite, or .
of those whose ideoclogical association with this strata renders
their respective understandings conceptually indistinguishable. In
the tradition of philosophy the notion of *‘human' is implicitly
defined in an exclusive, gender and class specific manner.

Man ig identified as mind (reason) which sacrifices/dominates
body and is freed from its constraints. This theme is illustrated

by Descartes:

Oon the one hand I have a clear and distinct idea of

myself, so far as I am simply a thinking, non-extended

thing and on the other hand I have a distinct body,
insofar as this is simply extended non-thinking thing.

And accordingly it is certain that I am really distinct

from my body and can exist without it.

DPescartes quoted in
Subject Body and the Exclusion of Women
Hodge (1988:158)

Given our commodified society, it is problematic to suggest
middle class males' body perception is inherently healthy and
therefore unaffected by the social dynamics of 'body beautiful'.
However, man c¢an improve himself through his body; woman is body,
her value, personality and humanness are measured in relation to
this dimension. The recent emphasis on fitness has not transformed
this dynamie¢, rather it has increased the pressure on women. Now
she must be healthy and fit as well as slim, beautiful, well-

groomed, made-up and 'femininet.
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It may be postulated that man's relationship to his own bedy
is reenacted in his interaction with woman who is defined by the
malestream ideology as only body - the projection of that which man
seeks to deny in himself, the natural, physically constrained,
essential body (Reynaud, 1981:16). He must thesrefore re-form, re-
create, make-up and control body/woman. Perhaps it is woman's own
jdentification as body/object, and the alienation this entails,
which is the greatest obstacle to the development of woman as
subject.

Geraldine Finn (1985) notes that accessories (jewellery) and
appearance criteria {make-up) mark wocmen in western patriarchies as
sex object (Finn, 1985:83). Sandra Bartky (1988) in her feminist
analysis applies Foucault's understanding of the internalized
modern discipline imposed on the body. She argues that modern
society creates a situation of extreme alienation for women from
their bodies. The bedy is denied the rest and food it craves and
through diet and exercise it becones the enemy that must be
moulded. Women discipline their bodily movements and behaviour to
assure the consumption of limited physical space and to gain access
to social space. Compliance with the standards of make-up, hair
dressing and body clothing, creates the woman as an ornament. The
woman who perpetually checks her appearance, ever conscious of
herself as a viewed object, provides a prime instance of Foucault's
internalized panopticon metaphor (Bartky, 1988:81).

susan Bordo (1988:93) suggests that anorexia nervosa

epitomizes woman's experience of the body as an entity to be
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controlled and dominated. In the process however she experiences
increased alienation, disassociation, and eventual ttriumph' only
through the elimination of this embodied reality (Bordo, 1588:93).
As is consistent with the dominant male image, a man's efforts to
assume control of his body freguently result in increased
strength/health, rendering him 'plus-male', enhancing his already
substantial status. Woman's assumption of control by contrast may
jeopardize health, quite literally result in death, and sti.l

renders her ‘only-woman', reinforcing the constraints of

constructed womanhood.

The ideocloyy and practice of female body discipline functions

to control, define and subjugate women. Notably:

+ss+the provisio~, of a beautiful or sexy body gains a
woman attention and some admiration but little real
respect and rarely any social power. A woman's effort to
master feminine body discipline will lack importance just
because she does it: her activity partakes of the general
depreciation of everything female....women are ridiculed
and dismissed for their interest in *'trivial' things like
clothes and make-up"

Foucault, Feminity and Mocdernization

of Patriarchal Power

Sandra Bartky (1988:73)

Women who reject the body/object definition, and refuse to
comply with these dictates, risk sanction; whether hidden and
implicit, or acknowledged and explicit. Regardless of women's
behaviour, social and ideological constructs function to negate her
being.

Woman's body can never confornm to the changing
standards/criteria of acceptability. The ensuing internalized

dislike will inevitably profoundly impact a women's sense of value
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and self-esteem. Regardless of what else a woman achieves/is, she
is always predominantly body - judged Dby self and others
accordingly. Woolf (1989) argues that this form of social control,
the focus on the body, increased appearance criteria, and the
jlealization of female beauty, increases in proportion to women's
involvement in the public domain.

Emily Martin (1987) presents an alternative perspective on
bodily discipline. 8he argues that the practice and understandings
of modern medicine function to alienate women from their body. In
modern medicine woman is denied self determination; Ther
reproductive carabilities are appropriated. For example, during
child delivery she is object, body, vessel, the raw material to be
manipulated by the doctor who 'delivers' the child. The philosophy
of medicine decontextualizes and individualizes female illness and
names them 'pathology' without exploring the relationship to the
social structure. By not questioning the context, practitioners
legitimate the existing social relations (Barrett and Roberts,
1978:42) . Hyde (1985) suggests that the image of a healthy adult is
male; woman can not be bhoth healthy adult and healthy woman.

The discipline of the body is so diffused and intertwined
within social institutions that its abstraction is highly
problematic. It is located in the patriarchal social order, not in
the power of individual men. The objectification of the female
body reflects and perpetuates an unequal social order. Although
this ideology is enforced through the denial of economic, emotional

and/or social support, women's complicity cannot be dismissed.
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Bartky suggests that this is due to socialization. Moreover she
argues that regardless of the costs, being a female also offers a
sense of empowerment as it provides social rewards and - given that

we can only be either male or female - identity (Bartky, 1988:78).

EKNOWLEDGE

Within dichotomized thought, reason is gendered (male) and
associated with truth, science, value, objectivity, the mind and
most importantly, with humanness (Finn, 1982a:46); woman is
associated with intuition and 'felt' understanding as opposed to
knowledge. Finn (1982a) suggests that reason is neither good nor
neutral and that this ideological construct is both grounded in
gender subordination and functions to perpetuate it. In the
dominant post-Enlightenment discourse, reason/science equals truth,
thus justifying the dismissal of that which is not reason - nature,
matter, woman. Science assumes that truth is a distinet entity
which can revealed - that there exists a concrete monolithic
reality. This absolutist understanding of the world thus
disqualifies the other voices (Spender, 1982c:24).

Presented as genderless, science is associated with the male
pole. Through science man is subject, knower, constructor, and
active; woman is by definition, the subject, known, constructed,
and passive. The belief in scientific ideology functions in a
manner akin to earlier religious Jjustification. Finn (1982c)
suggests that science is a sexist, ideologically construct,

legitimated and interwoven with the patriarchal structure(Finn,
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1982c:47). Bcience legitimates the social order through the
presentation of partial, biased, politically repressive and
gendered knowledge as complete, universal objective and herstorical
truth.

It is necessary to question the advantages of scientific
theught and methodology. The belief in science dictates the methods
by which the knowledge which fundamentally shapes our understanding
of the world is created. Finn argues that science with its
encouragement of differentiation and abstraction is in fact
inherently violent. Through the scientific methods and processes,
the object of inquiry is de-contextualized, de-constructed,
objectified, controlled and ultimately destroyed (Finn, 1982a:62}.
If scientific ideology and methodology are inherently violent and
dehumanising, then the practice of science and not just its
application is untenable.

Hekman (1987) suggests that epistemologically, feminism, like
post-modernism, expands sociological understanding beyond the
confines of the positivist-humanist debate by questioning
scientific methodology, rationality, dichotomized thinking, and the
advantages and priority assigned to science. Feminists extend the
critique, arguing that post-Enlightenmeat thought is inherently
male, hierarchical and rooted in female subjugation (Hekman,
1987:65).

In contrast to the above position, feminist empiricists do not
identify science and scientific methodology as problematic. Their

critique focuses on inadequate or "bad" androcentric science
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conducted by men. Harding (1986} suggests this position is
internally inconsistent - within the scientific framework, the
scientist is irrelevant to the inquiry, yet women's involvement in
science 1is strongly advocated from this feminist position.
(Harding, 1986:137).

Foucault's insight on the interrelation of knowledge and power
has arguably influenced feminist thought. The ability to create
knowledge is not gender specific. However, men have the social,
economic and political power to encode and perpetuate knowledge
from their perspective, and to assure its acceptance as the only
valid interpretation of reality. Male knowledge is identified as
scientific (objective) and defined as superior to female
(subjective) knowledge. The disciplines in which knowledge is
gevarated are androcentric, as is the language used to transmit and
encode ideas. This leaves open to question the extent to which

ideclogy can be sufficiently abstracted from knowledge to allow

demystification.

LANGUAGE
Dale Spender (1980) suggests that the development of symbols
to categorize experience may be the central difference between
humans and other species (S8pender,1980:52). Language though, is not
an autonomous tool and we must be aware of its ideological
function. "The vocabulary of a language consists of words that its
speakers consider important enough to warrant a unique term for"

(Penelope, 1990:90) = it is important to recognize the gender of
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the speakers. Men have the power to create language that is
consistent with their experience of the world, reflecting and re-
enforcing woman's status as object and denying her the status of
subject.

Language can be analyzed on several different levels. Grammar
and syntax, reflect hierarchical gender relations and the primacy
granted to the male. Through language, women's words are defined
and their discourse trivialized, as chatter, natter, and gossip.
The meaning and concepts encoded in language are limited and
limiting, restricting what can be articulated and therefore shared.
Women lack the language to encode, transmit and name female reality
and experience. In language female is forever marked as "minus
male" (Penelope, 1990:102). Women, without access to appropriate
conceptual frameworks, .i..ternalize the oppressive ideology and.
perpetuate it through language. This dynamic is demonstrated in the
discrepancy between the concept encapsulated in the symbol
"motherhood" and many women's own experience. Given that in order
to make sense of their unnamed and unnameable experience women must
individualize their understanding by either denying or xe-
interpreting their experience of motherhood or alternately define
themselves as less then fully female, such partial concepts which
are presented as 'truth' function as informal but insidious social
control.

To overcome the alienating and self-denying functions of
language, feminists argue that women must assume contrel and

utilize language in a self-conscious, vigilant manner. Language's



25

androcentricity must bhe exposed »:.d new symbols created that are
consistent with female experience. Mary Daly (1985) exemplifies
this practice as she freely coins new words, liberally hyphenates
and mixes metaphors to revezl the obscured androcentric subtext and

create a new (gynocentric?) text.

PART TWO
EPIBTENOLOGICAL CHALLENGES

The recognition that woman is constructed object of discourse,
forces us as feminists to examine what we "know* and how we order,
rationalize, experience, conceptualize and methodologically examine
our 'reality'. In spite of general agreement that the ensuing
epistemological challenge must be addressed, this is a contentious
and disputed area which requires an acknowledgement of assumptions
and a resolution of fundamental issues:

1. Given the androcentrism of the dominant discourses, can
women be "added on" to male theory, or are there
fundamental differences which preclude this as a valid
approach? For example, do we need unique theories,
methods and substantially altered disciplines to explore
female criminalization.

2, Given that a subject requires an object for
transcendance, can women's status be redefined within a

patriarchal soc¢ial order?
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Given that the exposure of the oppressive nature of
dichotomised thought by extension requires the
acknowledgement of other dichotomies (e.g. race, class)
that may contravene the personal and political agendas of
feminists. Can we have feminist criminology that does not
acknowledge and address such issues as the oppfession of
people of colour by women?
Given the 1limitations of patriarchal language and
concepts can there be a feminist discourse within these
contines, or must a new language be constructed?
Given women's experience of the world, can a feminist
epistemology be grounded in the experience of oppression
without reproducing woman as other and idealizing
subjugation?
Given that in the dominant ideolegy, reason is male, can
women's understanding be presented as naturally
intuitive, non-rational and different from men's, yet he
viable knowledge?
Given that a concrete foundation of data is required to
ground women's knowledge, what strategies are to be
employed (e.g. hermeneutics, psychoanalytic analysis case
herstories)?
Given that men and women are different, how is this
difference to be understood, is it a function of natural -
biological differences, learned behaviour, or

patriarchally imposed conditioning through oppression?
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9. Given that womon are dispersed and economically/socially
agssociated with individual and collective men, can women
have a common culture?

10. Given that women's understanding and experience of
reality is wvalid knowledge, how can women's voices be
incorporated into xnowledge?

11. Given the need for wemen's epistemology, how can this be
realized without resorting to essentialism?

12. Given that our reality is structured by patriarchy, by
whom, and how, is the validify of women's understanding
of their experiences to be determined?

This admittedly incomplete list of questions provides an indication

of the challenge confronting feminist scholars.

FEMINIST EPIBTEMOLOGIESB
Feminist criminclogy is increasingly, at least rhetorically
acknowledged to be a viable framework even if it has not as yet
been szubstantively integrated. It is therefore imperative that
these issues are resolved in a manner that remains conscious of the
possible implications of the knowledge that is created. The task is

enormous:

No matter where we turn to - historical documents,
philosophical constructions, social scientific
statistics, introspection or daily practices - the
mediation of female bodies into constructions of woman is
dominated by misogynist discourse.

Cultural Feminism versus
Post-~gtructuralism
Alcoff 1988:258
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To date, the awareness of the need for epistemclogical
analysis has not resulted in a single cohesive feminist response.
Rather the Aifferences and internal inconsistencies of feminist
theory are revealed in the efforts to address this fundamental
issue.

Linda Alcoff (1988:259) identifies two rasponses in feminist
scholarship - cultural and post-structuralist feminism. These
'types' are not presented as homogeneous, rather she argues that
their, positions on how woman is constructed/defined in feminist
discourse provides legitimate criteria for categorization. The
distinction centres on divergent strategies for the construction of
woman, the validity afforded the male/female dichotomy and the
acceptance of gender-specific characteristics. This typology will
be developed and will structure the ensuing discussion on the
feminist literature reviewed on prostitution and pornography,
facilitating an analysis that is not contained within the
traditional liberal/radical/socialist debate.

In cultural feminist work, such as O'Brien (1981) and Daly
(1985) woman and ‘female characteristics!'! are idealized and
socially generated gender diversity celebrated. The ultimate goal
of cultural feminists is a social order where women are accorded
status equal to that of men without assuming identical material or
social reality.

Cultural feminism idealizes female aspects developed in the
context of women's oppression in patriarchy. Hegel's master-slave

analogy applied to gender would suggest that subordination may be
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empowering and positive if it facilitates a mora complete vision
and that a value exists in this experience: "the sexual divigion of
labour uniquely made available to women a vision of the real social
relations" (Hartsock, 1987:157).

This perspective entails an acceptance of gender differences
justified by biology. Linda Alcoff (1989) notes that dichotomy is
legitimated through the reliance on anatomy to justify the position
on the essential woman (Alcoff, 1988:262). Transcendence of the
body is not sought, rather the female body is central to discourse,
language and meaning - a source of empowerment.This orientation
seeks to reclaim the power appropriated by men to describe and
define women by developing 2 women's epistemology which is grounded
in a feminist or women's standpoint. This notion of a standpoint
assumes the possibility of defining women's reality and assumes a
commonality of experience (Hartsock, 1987:159).

The above-detailed position is problematic in light of the
heterogeneity of womankind, this potentially limiting position
mystifies rather than clarifies. It reinforces dominant white,
middle-class views, obscures the diversity of individual
experiences of oppression and the power base of these feminist
authors (Klein,1989:48).

The belief in an essential female, potentially replicates and
legitimates biological determinism, and defines woman as body -
albeit a positive one (Kelly, 1983:13). The assumption of shared

experience connected with the body and the ensuing search for the
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essential female reproduces the dichotomies and legitimates
socially constructed gender.

Radical and liberal feminist theories are increasingly located
in the cultural feminist framework, with their theories and
strategies oriented to empowering women through the elevating the
female ‘essence'. However, neither necessarily functions in
relation to this understanding.

Radical feminist scholars are acutely conscious of the
subject/object tension and strive politically and practically to
overcome this dichotomy (see for example Daly 1980). Inherent to
this perspective, however, is the Qdanger of objectifying non-
feminist women and men and achieving subject-agency at their
expense. Heterosexuality as understood to be an oppressive social
dynamic that connects women to men, and divert attention away from
the political battle. By extension this suggests that women's
emancipation can only be realized through homosexual social
relations (see for example Brown, 1976:290). This conceptualization
continues to define women primarily in terms of their sexuality
(Hughes, 1982:291) =~ the very definition central to female
subordination in patriarchy. It therefore maintains the polarity of
malestream thought, abandons the political arena in favour of the
politicized private sphere, and assumes a biological base to the
ability to empathise and understand gender oppression. This satter
igsue is particularly ironic in 1light of radical feminists'
(belated) argument for the inclusion of the reality of women of

colour into their analysis despite fundamental biological and
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expariential differences. Notably this presumption of transcendence
is not generalized to men.

Separatist feminists, argue that women can never define
themselves while confined within the p»’ viarchal social structure.
Mary Daly (1985) proposes the development of a new psychic (and
physical) time/space "on th:: boundaries" (Daly, 1985:xx) of male
defined institutions and disciplines. This *fluid dimension' would
allow women to overcome their false consciousness and to see and
name reality in a manner not feasible within the confines of
patriacchy. Daly's understanding implicitly reaffirms dominant
values and concepts. The free flowing intelligence unfettered by
male defined reality and bocdy she envisions is oppositional rather
then 1iﬁerating, and is consistent with malestream values (mind)
and dichotomized thought.

Recent liberal (welfare) feminist work despite its ultimate
political goal of the merginrg of male and female characteristics
into an androgenous society (Tong, 1989:31), recognizes that the
lived A experience of gender bias and the consequences of
socialization in patriarchal society must be addressed. Liberal
feminist scholarship such as that of Betty Friedan (1981) pressures
for legal and social recognition and compensation for structural
impediments and for egqual status afforded male and female
characteristics and roles. The acceptance of the Yegqual but
different ideology" (Téng, 1989:23) which is consistent with
cultural feminist assumptions, can be understood as a strategy

rather than a guiding principle. Nonetheless by assuming this
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position the male/female dichotomy is reinforced.

According to Brenda Almond (1988) the implications of the
cultural feminist discourse means that we must " ..... accept an
ultimate sexual apartheid as far as ethical values are concerned"
(Almond, 1988:42).

Post-Structuralist feminism, 8seeks to deconstruct woman,
arguing that “feminist and misogynist attempts to define woman are
politically reactionary and ontologically suspect" (Alcoff,
1988:259). This scholarship, grounded in the french post-
structuralist tradition, rejects biological determinism. The
position advocated is thaf, since polarized thought functions to
reproduces ideology in which women are defined as object, its'use
undermines any attempt to realize an alternate non-oppressive
conceptualization of the social world. This framework seeks to
transcend the body through valued mental abilities.

Spelman (1982) argues that somatophobic feminists reject the
body/mind dichotomy, yet impliecity function in relation to this
construct. Through the desire to transcend the bedy (as in de
Beauvoir), both the dichotomy and the relative value of the
physical realm are reinforced. Notably absent from such feminist
analysis is the acknowledgement that the dichotomized body/mind
identifies not only women, but other devalued groups with the
physical domain (e.g. labourers). Recognition of this commonality
would facilitate the contextualization of women's experience within
broader structures and forms of oppression, however it would also

necessitate a reassessment of the values and ideclogy Functional to
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the predominantly white, middle-class forms of feminism. Arguably,
idaology grounded in negating the value of one's body, can only
function in relation to another body. In reality, the physical
realm and needs are not transcended: they are merely displaced onto
the underclass.

Jean Grimshaw (1988) suggests that this perspective is
derogatory to women - dismissing their lives and scholarship: in
post-structuralist feminism, women can not be autonomous since
their 'self!' is mutated and submerged through externally imposed
and internalized oppression (Grimshaw, 1988:93).

Philoscophically, 1liberal feminism is grxrounded in the
tindividualism' of liberal thought. Traditional liberal feminism
rather than seeking to transcend dichotomized thought, dismisses
the validity of these constructs, addresses the gender-determined
separate spheres through theory and legal action (Daly and Chesney-
Lind, 1988:537), and strives to overcome the conflation of gender
and sex which legitimates discrimination against women (Tong,
1989:29). As such it fails to account for women's internal
discipline; the dichotomy of the body/mind; nor the maleness of
epistemology develcoped earlier in this chapter. Liberal feminism
rejects the social division between men and women yet remains
firmly established and philosophically bound to dominant ideology.
This dynamic is illustrated in the value assigned paid employment
in 1liberal feminist analysis. By not extending beyond the
conceptual frameworks of the dominant thought such liberal feminism

reproduces and legitimates that which it fails to acknowledge.



34

A potent criticism is cffered by Alcoff (1988) who argques thﬁt
post-structuralism is problematic because it is essentially a
negative struggle, she asks: ‘'how can we ground a feminist politics
that deconstructs the female subject. Nominalism threatens to wipe
out feminism itselfm (Alcoff, 1989:271).

Hekman (1987) and Alcoff (19385 suggest that neither of these
discourses is adequate to address the fundamental issue of the
construction of woman in discourse. While post-Enlightenment
dualistic thought can legitimately be critiqued, to deny the
dichotomous nature of dominant conceptual frameworks that construct
our reality is also problematic. However, given the fallibility of
human thought, a uniquely women's oxr feminist epistemology will
reverse, not eliminate, deception and bias and is ultimately
counter productive.

To overcome the inadequacies of current feminist strategies to
create woman as the subject of discourse, it is important that
subjectivity is located herstorically and socially (Alcoff,
1988:276). There is a need to articulate an epistemology that
utilizes the interplay between subjective experience and objective
constructs. The term 'non-sexist epistemologies' will be employed
to capture the sense that this knowledge must be gender sensitive,
not gendered and transcend the conceptualization of the social
world as constituting two mutually exclusive categories.

The position assumed by Susan Hekman (1987) is that a truly

non-sexist epistemoclogy can only be realized through a new
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discourse: not androgenous which obscures differences but rather

one that would entail:

a pluralist position in which the diversity of knowledge
(reason, logic, intuition, empathy) and moral qualities
would be associated with persons, not sexes. ....Only
such a radical step can shatter the sterile dogmatism of

Enlightenment epistemology and the patriarchal culture it
supports.

The Feminization of Epistemology
Hekman (1987:81).

Carol Gilligan's (1975) discovery of a 'different voice!, does not
suggest gender specific moral deficiency but rather implies the
existence of a continuum of complementary perspectives which, in
total, represent a whole.

It is only through truly non-sexist epistemologies that women
can realize transcendence: moreover, only in this manner can men
realize a humanness that is not contingent on oppression. Through
non-sexist epistemologies: “if we do our work well, ‘reality' will
appear even more unstable, complex and disorderly than it does now.
In this sense perhaps Freud was right when he declared that “women
are the enemies of civilization" (Flax, 1978:643). Prior to the
development of non-sexist epistemologies, however, we must analyze
if feminist scholarship mirrors malestream ideology and concepts

and constructs woman as object.

CONCLUSION
The manner in which scme feminist authors in criminclogy resolve,
accommodate, or ignore the social construction of woman as objects

is central to this thesis. The hypothesis is that the
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epistemoclogical developments in the feminist criminological
literature sampled are problematic as they fail to overcome women's
deaeply rooted social definition and consciousness as object/other.
It will be argued that de Beauvoir's contention that "the basic
trait of women [is that] she is other in a totality of which the
two components are necessary for each other" (de Beauvoir, 1952:x1i)
first articulated in 1949 is a valid description of recent feminist
eriminology literature. Arguably the failure to address this issue
within feminism replicates and legitimizes oppressive ideological

constructs.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE ANALYSIYS

Sticks and stones,
can break my bones,

but names can never hurt me.

This simple refrain captures the interaction central to the
ensuing discussion on language and discourse. Children are aware
that this defiant school yard chant is not a true reflection of
reality. Rather, it represents a conscious attempt to reestablish
personal and social worth by denying the impact of language.

Invested with the power to name/define reality, words can, and
do, ‘hurt' us individually and/or collectively. By presenting an
alternate discourse contained within the paramefers established by
the dominant conceptual framework, an attempt is made to defuse the
definition and assume its power. This process risks the further
legitimation and justification of that which the speaker is
motivated to discredit.

The socio-political nature of language, conceptual frameworks,
and discourse and some of the understandings developed in the

socio-linguistic fields of discourse analysis will be explored in
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this chapter. Insights garnered from discourse analysis, content
analysis, and feminist linguistics will be used to develcp a
framework to examine the reproduction of woman as object in
feminist literature on deviance, specifically pornographyl and

prostitution.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS

Language transmits ideas, c¢oncepts, and ‘'knowledge' <though
meaningful verbal sounds or written symbols. Language and words
appear to be neutral tools, an understanding which the creators and
recipients of discourse unconsciously accept, and therefore
implicitly reinforce. The vocabulary of a language reflects and
expresses the interests of the dominant group (Spender, 1980:77):
the dominant culture encoded in language and reflected in discourse
is class, race and gender specific. Trends within each language,
or dialect may reflect the need to conceptualize different values,
experiences and beliefs (Fowler, 1985:66); however, given the
heterogeneous nature of society, what is valued, experienced or
believed is unlikely to be consistent. In western patriarchal
society, white males have herstorically had the social, political,
economic and ideological power to determine the rules of encoding,
and the meaning/content of language. Consequently the knowleﬁge and
beliefs transmitted through language are generally consistent with
their interests and frame of reference. Through ideoclogy and
language this knowledge is constructed as beyond question.

Naming simultaneously facilitates the expression of 'reality’,



39
sets parameters on what can be shared, and determinses how reality
is conceptualized by describing and defining what makes sense.
Language is a powerful instrument that gives voice to both what we
'kxnow! and value. The process of assigning names and value makes
language & powerful mechanism of social construction and (perhaps
more importantly) for the repression of social diversity:

essin order to live in the world we must name it. Names
are essential for the construction of reality for without
a name it is difficult to accept the existence of an

object, event or feeling....by assigning a name we impose

a pattern and a meaning which allows us to manipulate the
world.

Speaking Freely
Penelope, 1990:163

Ironically the impact of naming can be illustrated by the
relatively recent encoding of the concepts 'sexism' and ‘'sexual
harassment'. These, strictly speaking gender-neutral terms, capture
meanings which name/define male behaviour and attitudes, and not
women's complaints or action, as problematic. It is not that
concepts do not exist without representative symbols. Rather, it is
that the availability of such conceptual frameworks have an impact
on the conceptualization and experience of reality and gender
relations (spender, 1985:184). Women may understand their
experiences, however, if they do not have a language to
encode/express their reality, they must translate it into an
androcentric framework for it to be accepted.

According to the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis (1921), our conceptual
structure of the world is largely determined through the language

we speak, and the language itself reflects the dominant culture.
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Although not developed by Sapir and Whorf, such an understanding
has clear implications in the study of gender. This does not
presume that language dictates thought: instead the argument is
that language encodes conceptual frameworks, the ‘'natural!
understanding, into which the articulators and recipients of
discourse 'slip' (Penelope, 1950:203).

lLanguage, action and knowledge are inseparable (Stubbs,
51,1983). The conceptual frameworks utilized in western
patriarchies are consistent with male experience even when, as in
mothering, the experience itself is uniquely female. This can be
understood as both a source, and a manifestation, of woman as
other: the ability of women to encode their reality is undermined
by the 1lack of accurate conceptual frameworks. objective,
universal, true, conceptual frameworks in fact represent a partial,
monodimansional androcentric reality (Spender, 1985,61).

Minor biological gender differences are constructed in the
dominant conceptual frameworks as a logical way to distinguish/
dichotomize humanity. Consequently, in the logic of language,
whiology determines behaviour, mannerisms, appearance, emotional
style, what one wears, and how one thinks" (Penelope, 1990:50).
Elshtain (1982) is one of a number of feminist scholars who suggest
that feminist, like malestream work, rarely transcends these
conceptual constructs. Such feminism disputes the definition of
specific terms and boundaries, but not the divisions themselves.
This paper, premised on the need for an alternate approach, will

seekx to move beyond the overt and standardized presentation of
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women to a critique and analysis of the underiying androcentric
conceptual frameworks which mark the current work on pornography

and prostitution.

DISCOURSE

Ideoclogy and the dominant discourses exist outside the
individual social actors. It follows that discourse is less a
creative then a reproductive exercise that sustains relations of
domination (Kress, 1985:31). However, since a number of discourses
and ideologies may co-exist in a single work, this reconciliation
may reveal the depth and the contradictions of scholarship.

Central to modern western social interaction, ¢texts or
discourses = sgpeaches, lectures, written dissertations, and
conversations are social actions that necessitate the utilization
of language to encode and transmit concepts. Discourse functions by
virtue of a shared understanding of reality - the words,
expressions, context and structure, must be ascribed meaning by the
recipient. For example, a written dissertation only constitutes
comprehendible viable knowledge if the readers can decode the
symbols and assume a similar frame of reference.

Thae power of the conceptual frameworks presented in discourse
is evidenced by the dynamic whereby the feminist critique of the
dominant gender discourse functions in opposition to, but not
outside of, the conceptual limits established by this frame of
reference. Feminist political aﬂd academic enquiry may therefore

legitimate and reinforce ideology through the act of denial.



42

LITERATURE SAMPLE

The articulated goal of analyzing feminist work does not imply
that feminism is considered a unified perspective. Feminism which
is characterized by diversity and debate and encompasses both
strategies for change and theoretical understandings cannot be
conceptualized as a monolithic entity. As such, feminism is
arguably "“easier to define in its absence then in its presence"
(Mitchell and oOakly, 1986, quoted in Daly and Chesney-Lind,
1988:502) . Delmar (1986) offers a useful baseline definition that
will be applyed in this paper:

A feminist holds that women suffexr discrimination because

of their sex, that they have needs which are negated and

unsatisfied and that the satisfaction of these needs

requires a radical change.
Delmar (1986) gquoted in
Feminism and Criminecloqy
Daly & Chesney-Lind (1988)

Kathlene Daly and Meda Chesney-Lind (1988:;504) identify
certain assumptions and principles for differentiating feminist
from malestream scholarship. These provide broad criteria for
inclusion in this analysis although I will argue that adherence to
the fourth criteria is frequently more rhetorical then real.
Specifically a feminist orientation assumes:

1. That gender as neither neutral nor natural but a

herstorical, social and cultural construct grounded in,
and justified by, biology, sex and reproductive

capabilities.
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2. That gender is central to the organization of society and

social institutions.

3. That gender relations are hierarchical - men dominate the

social political and economic spheres.

4. That in feminist work women's voice and experience must

be.central.

Throughout this thesis, reference will be made to dominant
discourses, which, for the purpose of this study, will be broadly
defined as the preestablished text, or brocad framework which is
utilized to organize social reality. Dominant discourses reflect
the social structure and relations, and constitute the 'legitimate®
presentation of an issue, and c¢an not be abstracted from the
ideology they reflect. The dominant feminist discourse can
therefore be conceptualized as the taken-for-granted understandings
which prevail in feminist scholarship.

The feminist pornography and prostitution literature selected
for review represents a sample of what I understand to be the
prevailing contemporary North American feminist discourse on these
subjects. This material meets the criteria of feminist scholiarship
detailed above. In addition it is frequently referenced in both
feminist and malestream work, epitomizes the feminist arguments
most freguently presented in the public forum and was published
between 1975-1990. I consider it to be the scholarship which is
understood by social actors functioning outside of feminism as
constituting the feminist perspective. Much of this work falls

outside the parameters of criminology, assumes a cultural feminist
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perspective and can loosely be classified as radical feminist work.
No pretence is made that the study is based on an exhaustive review
of the literature or of all the relevant debates within feminism.
That is not the goal of this exercise, which sought rather to
construct a theoretical critique of a certain analytic form and

style.

ANALYTIC METHOD

Linguistic content, (what is named) and presentation (what is
valued) are recognized by anthropologists to be a rich source of
cultural and societal data. Discourse analysis, the study of
language "in use" (Van Dijk, 2:1985), is premised on this
sociological significance of language.

Discourse analysis can be understood as an analytic tool which
ijs located in broader theoretical frameworks. This complex
multifaceted methodology, can be employed to analyze texts, and
develop or support theories, through the exposure of the underlying
motivation, cognitive and social strategies, and considsration of
the implications. The examination of the interrelation between the
text subject, funding, theoretical frameworks and socio=-political
position, goals, and mandate, provides insight into how such
interaction is manifested. Such multilevel analysis incorporates
structure, content, meaning, function, socio-economic and cultural -
context (van Dijk, 1983:27). Conversely, the findings and nature of
a specific undertaking of discourse analysis are also a function of

the theoretical and ideological context in which the researcher is
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located. In the ensuing discussion, some of the theories and
insights of discourse analysis will tentatively be applied to the
specified case studies. 8pecifically lexicons, the study of the
meanings of words and syntax, how the arrangement of woxrds in a
text reveal their constructed the meaning, will be examined. Thesa
eleq§§ts provide a point of departure for a multilevel analysis of
speciéic feminist discourses on pornography and prostitution.

The notion of linguistic purity and the relatively recent and
arbitrary rules that dictate the correct spelling, grammar,
annunciation and vocabulary of the 'mother tongue!', function as
exclusionary instruments (Penelope, 1990:7) usuwally grounded in
class and one of its (by)products - education. In addition the
development, use and status of elaborate terminology or educated
language denies powerless agents the tools to create 'legitimate?
discourse, effectively maintaining and legitimating the status quo
through the retention of the power to define reality. The
'correct!, complex language employed in feminist scholarship
assures that the power to create the dominant feminist, or women's
discourse, is contained and retained within the powerful, white,
educated elite.

The world view that to be man is to be human, is reflected/
created in english through a number of 1linguistic traditions
including the use of the pseudo-generic 'he', the addition of
prefixes and suffixes to establish female gender, a vocabulary
which divides experience into gender-specific spheres, the

pejorative nature of terms associated with women and the nature of
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the symbols employed to depict 'mankind' (Penelope, 1990: xxvii).

The analysis of the well-developed 'male as normative' aspect
of language is more consistent with proving the androcentricity of
langquage then the analysis of texts, and will not be further
developed in this study. In modern western hetero-patriarchies,
feminist authors are afforded the dubious choice of either using
patriarchal language, with the attendant risk of reproducing the
male as normative, or of refusing to create discourse and therefore
effectively being silenced and implicitly supporting the
established social and gender relations promoted in discourse.

Gill Beidle (1985) notes that the dominant peoples, the
creators of language, are the default, unmarked category. In
english the ‘'other' gender, women, are marked and reference is
qualified/specified. From this perspective, all women are marked in
discourse (Penelope, 1990:108). However of particular relevance to
this discussion is the distinct marking of women outside the
dominant patriarchal discourse, such as feminist and single mother.
In dichotomized thought, human actors have a limited range of
social identities and the further qualification of womanhood
impacts on self and social perception, and functions as overriding
definitions. The implicit presentation of gender proves to be a
rich source of insight into the reproduction of dichotomized gender
definitions.

The analysis of the nature of descriptors to determine if they
imply a positive or negative assessment in a given text is a

commonly used stratedy to evaluate biases. It should be ncted that,
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as the determination of what constitutes fortuitous presentation

necessitates value judgements, the findings are liable to ref::ct
the race, class and gender bias of the researchers.

Mary 8ykes (1985) advocates the comparison of the actual to
‘the possible range of terms employed in a given discourse. To
illustrate, a common expression reproduced in scholarship is that
'‘prostitutes sell their bodies'. This (negative?) description of a
behaviour that does not in fact include the permanent transference
of ownership and could more appropriately be defined as 'renting!
or the 'providing of a service' suggests the possibility of
projected moral judgement.

Presentation is often gender specific. In the dominant hetero-
patriarchal discourse, man is conceptualized as beinc¢ involved in
processes, woman by contrast is understood as involved in states
{e.g. prostitution, housewife) (Siedel, 1985,54). This effecéively
obscures power relations and reproduces woman as other. This
argument is grounded in the presumption that c¢ognition and
undersFandinq are effected by the presentation of material, and
therefore that texts are a viable source for inquiry into the
reproduction of woman as object.

Agency, meanings and the nature of relationships can be
obscured in text. A number of linéuistic strategies can be

identified as fulfilling this mystifying role including:
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The succinct presentation of material where the
instigator or recipient of action is not specified,
obscures agency and allows the dominant discourse to be
assumed without justification (Penelope, 1990:145). For
example, then the sentence '"Pornography magazines are
read" is less clear the “"Men read pornography magazines".
The use of passive sentence construction - object, verb,
by agent, rather then the more forceful active
construction of agent, verb, object suppresses agency,
obscures the responsibility of individuals and focuses
attention on the object. For example, 'Joe watched the
stripper' more clearly establishes Joe's agency then 'The
stripper was watched by Joe'.
The use of agentless passive motivators relies on the
reader's interpretive process and is employed when the
specification of the agent and social context is
inconsistent with, or would distract from, the position
advocated by the author (Penelope, 1990:153). For
example, the statement ‘'prostitutes are degraded!'
obscures the agent of judgement and the assumptions
implicit in this statement.
The use of sentence composition that presents opinion as
objective facts, thereby elevating a subjective world
view to the status of knowledge. The slogan "pornography
is the theory, rape is the practice" {(Morgan, 1980:131)

does not pose a question but presents a 'fact’'.



49

5. The use of intellectual pretentious statements such as
'the research supports!, removes the need to substantiate
*facts!' (Penelope, 1950:158).

6. The use of adjectives, such as 'victimized prostitute' in
2 manner that implies that the descriptor is inherent to
the noun, rather then the reflection of the author's
opinion.

The proceeding list is not intended to suggeat a 'linguistic
conspiracy'. In fact, Mary Sykes's (1985) analysis of 'liberal' or
‘well-meaning' discrimination discourse exposes the potential for
a text to be unintentionally negative. Sykes argues a text is
demeaning if it defines the oppressed as passive, unable to reflect
on the situation or to control circumstances, and lacking
independent will. The denial of agency implies a simplified
sequence of causal events and obscures the role of relevant actors.
Although presumably motivated by the best intentions, the absolving
of responsibility undermines the human, conscious status of the
discourse subject (object?). The focus on a single characteristic,
and the ignoring of class and culture, "dehumanizes referents and
represents them as an undifferentiated and faceless collectivity
involved in mechanical and inevitable preocess" (Sykes, 1985:94).

Men are the creators of frames of reference and of the
dominant discourse. Women may be the subject of patriarchal
discourse, however because meaning and focus remain outside women's
sphere of influence, women are the constructed objects.

Julia Penelope.(1990) suggests:
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To say that men treat us as "objects" who ""receive" the
actions th~y perform is accurate enough. But to proceed
to say we want to be the "subjects", not the “objects" of
discourse won't alter the conceptual structure of PUD
{patriarchal universal discourse] because, of course,
women are often the subjects of male discourse....we want
to be the agents who initiate and carry through our own
actions in our own universe of discourse, neither the
subjects nor the objects of PUD. (emphasis in original)

Freely Speaking
Penelope (1990:128)

FPEMINIST DIBCOURSES

Scholarship that critically examines the feminist discourse
provides a point of departure for this analysis. Jean Elshtain's
(1982) analysis of the language, power and meaning of feminist
discourse is premised on the presumption that feminist scholarship
is powerful instrument of emancipation which has largely not
realized its potential to broaden the dominant androcentric
discourse. She identifies tendencies within feminist schelarship
which function to reinforce the structures of domination. Notably,
the tendency to assume a 'mask' of purity, nature or victim rather
than establish a dialogue premised on a position of ceascious
feminism and the onfrontation of discourse. "[{Feminists must] move
beyond discourse as domination or as masked, and towards speech as
an emancipatory effort" (Elshtain, 1982:665).

The 1liberal feminist tradition has adopted some of the
confining language of the social sciences. This facilitates an
extension of the boundaries of understanding, but does not provide
conceptual frameworks which transcend the dominant discourse. To

discuss 'roles' effactively presents humans as functioning within
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preestablished scripts. Human experience is too complex and
multifaceted to be captured in such a simplistic understanding.

The radical feminist discourse sacrifices individuality,
meaning, and human expression for an equitable gender discourse.
The hard macho language and message of this feminist scholarship
reproduces male presentation of reality within a feminist context
(Elshtain, 1982:611).

The internal inconsistencies inherent to the creation of a new
language render the value of this strategy problematic. It entails
the encoding of new woman-centred symbols to facilitate the sharing
of meaning while simultaneously rejecting human communication
through language. This radical feminist approach reproduces, and
therefore reinforces, the polarity of patriarchal discourse. The
development of holistic non-sexist epistemologies would address the
need for the extension/expansion of meaning rather than create a
gynocentric language.

The portrayal of women as debased, victimized, and oppressed
in feminist scholarship functions in relation to the prevailing
evaluative framework. Powerlessness is associated with purity and
it is embraced within some feminist scholarship. Arguably such an
understanding affords the c¢reators of women’s discourse a
conceptual framework that 'explains' female experience, eliminates
the need for self criticism, and is self-fulfilling and therefore
'true knovledge'. Unfortunately the denial of female responsibility

also implicitly negates women's autonomy and agency:
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cesess oOur description:; gear expectations, foreclose
options, or create poasibilities, we must evaluate
feminist discourse by asking ourselves what it would do
for us or other female subjects, if we made a particular
characterization of women and their world our own, if we
internalized that view of ourselves compared to other
possible views. (emphasis in original)

Feminist Discourse and its Discontents
Elshtain (1982:612)

CONCLUSION
The preceding discussion suggests that conceptual frameworks
and discourse reflect and perpetuate the social context in which it
occurs. The strategies outlined will form a framework for the
analysis of the feminist discourses of pornography and

prostitution.
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CHAPTER THREE
PORNOGRAPHY

Knowledge constitutes power: therefore, both pernography and
the feminist discourse on pornography reflect and contain
power/knowledge. The ensuing critical examination of the some
feminist 1literature on pornography attempts to explore the
possibility that repressive ideology is created or reproduced when
one discourse is generated in opposition to another. In my opinion
in spite of the commitment of the authors, feminist discourses are
not necessarily 1liberating or empowering: since they may not
transcend androcentric conceptual frameworks, they reproduce woman
as object.

Pornography is characterized in the feminist literature
reviewed as the portrayal of women without choice/autonomy/
subjectivity by women (models) without choice/autonomy/
subjectivity. The ‘'truth' of the latter point requires the
denial/silencing of divergent knowledge, and the naming/defining of
the dynamic of participation in the skin trade in a manner that
denies agency and autonomy.

A review of both feminist and malestream work on pornography
suggests that the feminist discourse on pornography is dominated by

radical feminist theorists working in the cultural feminist
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framework. This is not to deny the voice of opposition or to
suggest that there is a consensus in feminism on pornography. There
are however consistent assumptions, ideologies and
conceptualizations in the texts reviewed which justify the analysis
of this feminist work as an entity. In spite of reference made to
feminist frameworks throughout this paper there is no presumption
that the totality of the scholarship is captured. The feminist
discourse on pornography has largely, thouyh not exclusively, been
generated by reference to radical feminist epistemological

assumptions. Andrea Dworkin's influential 1979 text Pornography -

Men Possessing Women, defined the parameters and theoretical

framework of the debate, and remains the point of departure for
more recent work on pornography, including much of the liberal
feminist scholarship.

Andrea Dworkin (1979) presents a radical feminist analysis
that locates pornography in the broader social, and herstorical
context. She argues that in patriarchal societies men have power
of: ownership, money, selfhood, physical strength, terror and sex
{Dworkin, 1979:56). Halé power/violence over women is expressed
sexually. For Dworkin pornography is the instrument, symptom and
symbol of the subjugation of women by men. Her position that women
are objectified in the theory, practice and depictions of
pornegraphy, categorically denies the possibility of ‘'reforming®
the institution.

skin~trade workers are denied a forum in "malestream feminist"

literature. This seemingly contradictory notion is intentionally
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used to reflect the androcentric subtext and reactionary
implications of much of the current feminist scholarship. In this
literature skin-trade workers are not subjects who speak their
reality and create discourse. Rather they are the objects that
'prove' and legitimate the feminist discourse, they respond to an
interpretation that is imposed and does not speak to, or reflect
the underxstanding of the skin-trade workers' lived reality.

Susan Cole (1989) notes that the publication of Pornography

and the Sex Crisis, affords her the opportunity to "write it

exactly as I see it" (Cole, 1989:8) - the tone of her text, by
contrast, suggests she is encoding reality exactly as it is. An
established discourse can be conceptualized as a ‘'deposit of power™
(Cohen, 1985:87) - knowledge, including the constructing and naming
of reality as dichotomized, is instrumental in the negation of
alternative understandings. The feminist literature reviewed
designates itself as "anti-pornography feminism" (Cole, 1989:9),
thereby implying that other conceptualizations are pro-pornography.

The emergence of the feminist discourses on pornography is a
product and reflection of social events (such as the 1977 release
of Snuff, a pornographic movie which claimed to portray the actual
murder of a woman in the name of sexual arousal), and the
increasing consciousness of women's objectification. The
subsequently formulated feminist theoretical and philosophical
framework was appropriate for the analysis of pornography. Most of
the texts reviewed for this paper are products of this period;

published during the decade spanning 1979 - 1989.
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Prior to analyzing pornography it 1is necessary to
operationalize this almost generic term. Most texts offer more or
less explicit definitions, although it is often conveyed that, like
United BStates Supreme Court Justice Potter stewart, the authors
ncan't define it, but know it when [they] see it" (quoted in
Longino, 1982:26). While there is some diversity in the degree of
violence, sex, and/or physical exposure required for a presentation
to be interpreted as pornographic, a general, and typically
gynocentric, definition would be the
[V]erbal or pictorial explicit representations of sexual
behaviour that....have as a distinguishing characteristic
the degrading and demeaning portrayal of the adult

female...as a mere sexual object to be exploited and-
manipulated sexually. -

Pornography, Oppression and Freedom
Longino (1982:28)

This definition does not transcend tha dominant conceptual
frameworks, furthermore tha understanding of the meanings encoded
in the words ‘'demeaning' and 'degrading' are socially dictated
concepts which are consistent with malestream thought.

Defined in this manner, material does not require a violent
component for it to be named pornographic. It is notable that the
examples employed in the feminist discourse are more frequently
violent and clearly abhorrent, then in pornography itself (Assiter,
1989:75).

In this paper, unless otherwise specified, the workers in the
industry are presumed to be women and will by referred to as skin-
trade workers. This term acknowledges the reality that, although

the woman's presentation and behaviour may be constructed
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/interpreted as sexual by the audience, the work itself does not
necessarily include a sexual component. Furthermore it is true to
the workerst! understanding: they may not define, and most probably

do not experience, their labour as sexual.

WOMEN'S VOICES

The generally acknowledged principle in the human sciences
that ratrospective accounts may be distorted, and the recognition
of the natural human desire to maintain a positive self and public
image, establishes the need for a perspective which remains
critical but does not negate the participant's voice or
understanding.

Linda Lovelace's book Ordeal is an autobiographical account of
her involvement in pornography and prostitution. The focus is on
her experience as the star of Deep Throat, a pornographic film
which achieved unprecedented acceptance and popularity in the
1970's. Lovelace clearly articulates her understanding that she was
exploited, coerced and abused - she constructs herself as the
ultimate victim of the skin and sex trades. Ordeal is‘continually
referenced and accepted, without qualification in the feminist
scholarship, her experience 'proves' that if "it happened to me it
could happen to anybody" (Lovelace, 1980:cover).

Arguably it is not coincidental that Lovelace's first person
account of the degradation, violence, and inhumanity of the
pornography industry is consistent with that of the creators of the

feminist literature reviewed. Linda Lovelace does not create an
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alternate discourse. Rather, she substantiates the suppositions of
the feminist and malestream 'moral majority' that a 'decent! woman
must be forced, coerced or threatened to participant in pornography
or prostitution. Implicitly denied is the alternate hypothesis that
the skin-trade worker is an autonomous actors who maximizes a
negative situation.

The resurrection of the whore/madonna dichotomy facilitates
dismissal of the voice of the female skin-trade worker who declares
herself a free agent. She is a 'whore' who, by the definition of
those with the power to name, has no legitimacy -~ that is, she
lacks the power/consciousness to know/name her reality. Catharine
MacKinnon contends that Lovelace's words should not be disbelieved
because of what '"happened to her" (MacKinnon, 1987:132). This does
not in reay constitute an attempt to incorporate the perspectives
of whores into the feminist world view: Instead we are asked to
reexamine Linda Lovelace's status in 1light of ther new
consciousness., As a ‘reformed' participant, she presumably
approximates female purity sufficiently to be afforded legitimacy.
In the discourse of the radical feminists she represents the
quintessential prodigal daughter who has escaped the world of male
oppression and come to the safe haven of feminist knowledge.

Linda Lovelace's analysis, as well as her experience, is
frightening. Without negating or even questioning the pain and
physical/psychological coercion imposed on this individual, it is
nonetheless valid to note that the hypothesis of absclute

control/domination over her is inconsistent with her own successful
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departure from the pornography industry and her survival/success as
a kruaman being. More importantly, by accepting and irromoting a
simple causal model of a complex dynamic and embracing explanations
grounded in mindless determinacy contingent on the eradication of
will/choice; she creates herself as object. For example, Susan
Griffin is careful to note that Linda Lovelace was regularly
hypnotized (Griffin 1982:113), a potent symiuol of the total
obliteration of will/humanness/self.

In spite of the claim that women have herstorically bheen "kept
off the record" (Spender, 1982a:14) and that:

Feminism has always taken women's real experience as the

basis for theory, and a pexspective on pornography should
not be any different.

Pornoqraphy and the Sex Crisis
Busan Griffin (1989:21)

In fact while feminist scholarship clearly acknowledges that
dominant (male) conceptualizations of reality are reaffirmed unless
the experience of women are incorporated into feminist and

malestream analysis, with the notable exceptions of Good Girls, Bad

Girls (Bell, 19%87) and Sex Work (1987), the feminist literature
reviewed fails to provide a forum for skin-trade workers' voice.
Instead an analysis based on some women's interpretation of other
women's experience, with at best token reference to Linda Lovelace
is presented as complete. Susan Cole, who "learnt a lot from
reading Ordeal" (cole, 1987b:157), cites no other participants in

her 1989 text, Pornography and the Sex Crisis. The understanding

generated through lived reality is effectively negated, and a
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white, middle class ‘'essential woman' constructed. Feminist
analysis may have, as Susan Cole (1989) claims, dislodged
pornography from the incestuous male domain of the moralist, the
pornographer and the customer who previously established the
parameters of the debate (Cole, 1989:17). Howaver this has been
done without incorporating or even acknowledging the
voice/experience of skin-trade workers.

Feminist authors are adamant that skin~trade workers are
genuine women (Cole, 1989:8). However with the notable exceptions
of Good Girls/Bad Girls (1987) and Sex Work (1987), none of the
texts reviewed realized in concrete terms the implications of this
rhetorical 'politically corxrect! statement. Notably absent in Susan
Cole's 1989 text is any reference to the 1985 Toronto conferenze
wChallenging our Image - The Politics of Pornography and
Prostitution". During this forum for the exchange of ideas between
feminists and sex-trade workers and skin-trade workers a
participant potently identified this hypocrisy when she criticized
Cole, as an individual and as a 'class' representative:

...you're not giving legitimacy to our story of how we're

being hurt and who is hurting us. You =~ with your

unwillingness to contact us - you're hurting us....You

sit on your 1little pedestal....you don't 1like mny

definition of who's doing it, and so you don't want to

hear my story.

Good Girls, Bad Girls
Participant 2 (1987:138)

This denial of voice reproduces, reinforces and therefore
legitimates the understanding of (some) women as body/object. Skin-

ti.de workers are denied a forum in the feminist discourse,
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presumably Dbecause they lack the consciousness necessary to
contribute to the construction of knowledge. In pornography, the
medel is body/object/sex; in the feminist literature reviewed she
is not human but a mindless, two dimensional body/object/symbol,
representing all women's real or potential degradation, and lack of
self. Bhe is both an instrument and a method of male domination and
female aubjugation,

The lives of 'deviant*' skin-trade workers, many of whom are
lower class sisters, are appropriated and reproduced in political
rhetoric. She is the object that instills fear in women - it coulad
happen to you or yovr daughter or your sister, and her shame
becomes everywoman's (Griffin, 1981:111). Presented as indicative
of female solidarity, this practice is in fact blatantly
exploitative - ultimately this feminist perspective is perhaps more
alienating, offensive and damaging then the lived reality of the
skin trade.

CatLsyrine MacKinnon states that:

It is impossible for Linda [Lovelace] to exist as who she

is, having been through what she has been through.

Usually what happened to Linda would make it impossible

for you ever to hear from her. Once these things happen,

the women are silenced fcrever, so it is impossible to be
both a victim and a survivor.

Feminism Unmodified

MacKinnon (1987:131)
Implied, but not explicitly stated, in the above quote is that
women, in their post-utility stage, having outlived their
pornographic usefulness, are discarded once their 'currency' is

eroded they have no voice. Through the effective linguistic use of
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agentless passive motivators, MacKinnon constructs a frightening
and what I consider to be a misleading image, while simultaneously
obscuring agency. Articulating how and by whom the women are
silenced, would necessitate identifying the role of the creators of
feminist discourse/knowledge, an insight which clearly contravenes
MacKinnon's argument. To acknowledge that feminists are one of the
instruments of silencing would expase an inconsistency between the

philoscophy and realization of feminist theory.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS

The feminist pornography literature reviewed is grounded in
patriarchal conceptual frameworks. The reliance on malestream names
and constructs, that are presented as fact rather then ¢ pinion
confirms them as objective 'truth' and precludes the expression of
the meaning and essence of womea's experience. Female sexual
degradation is accepted and reproduced in the understanding that
skin-trade workers are debased and dehumanized by their work, since
",..after her first birth as a human being... [She experiences a
second birth and] she becomes a humiliated creature" (emphasis
mine) (Griffin, 1982:112).

The experience of degradation is real, however what is
experienced as degrading is determined by the definition and
understanding ascribed by the observers and participants of social
action in reference to their socially defined morality. Contrary to
what is implied in the dominant discourses, nothing is inherently

degrading.
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The feminist literature reviewed presumes that pornography
objectifies women. The depictions of pornographic material and the
dynamic by which ownership of the model's image is assumed by the
consumer of a published pornograph {see for example Cole 1989) are
understood to culminate in the defining/portraying of women as
sexual entities objects of desire who also desire. Since the
individual woman's desire is unrelated toc her-self, she becomes the
projection of male desire (Finn, 1985:85). In the dominant
discourse on pornography the objectification of women is not solely
located in this genre. Pornography can perhaps be distinguished
from other cultural production by the explicitness of the sex.
Apparently "sex is different" (Cole, 1987:49). By focusing on
pornography as the cultural source of female subjugation,
malestream social constructs are not transcended and attention is

diverted from the many prevalent but insidious channels by which

women are defined as object.

DICHOTOMIZED THOUGHT
It appears as if some feminists are willing to sacrifice the
voice/experience of their 'lostt'! sisters to the alter of moral
judgement, for the greater good of womankind. The implicit
acceptance of androcentric, middle-class morality transforms an
oppressive social construct intc 'knowledge' and results in the

presentation of moral majority arguments in the guise of radical

thought.
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In the first chapter of this thesis, I argued that in a
considerable body of feminist scholarship dichotomized thought is
jdentified as a world view conducive to the definition of woman as
object, and to the denial of woman as the subject of discourse.
These dimensions, of whore/madonna, male/female, mind/body,
culture/nature and objectivity/subjectivity will guide the
discussion on the feminist pornography literature.

In the feminist literature reviewed the pornographer's camera
creates the woman as an object, femoving the soul/humapity/
subjectivity of the model. As a result the model "is not someone we
might know" (Griffin, 1981:36). Of course, "we do not even enter
those places where it [pornography] is sold" (Griffin, 1981:3) and
ngglf-respecting women do not want to [even] see poernographic
magazines" (Bat Ada gquoted in Lederer, 1982:116). Open to
speculation is what moral and socio-economic class, ‘we', as the
recipients of feninist scholarship, are presumed to belong.
Regardless of the pornographert's actions a division is clearly
established in the feminist discourse between women inside and
outside the pornography industry, the skin-trade worker is clearly
‘otherxt.

Pornography arguably decontextualizes and dehumanizes male
sexuality and defines potentially rich emotional experiences as
purely physical/orgasmic. In addition the prevalence of the well
endowed, ever-ready stud - an ideal gender type - in pornography
may negatively impact the consumer's self-image. The feminist

discourse by either ignoring or downplaying the relevance of such
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issues, suggests that men are not constrained by their bodies. If
individual and joint male identities are not undermined through
visual pornographic depictions, then men are mind, and unlike,
woman, capable of transcending the physical sphere of pornegraphy.

Similarity, Susan Griffin's understands Marilyn Monroe to be
a celluloid creation, the product of male fantasies (Griffin,
1981:216). This definition denies her talent and her personhcod and
thereby reaffirms the definition of Monroe, and symbolically of
womankind, as body =- sex with no soul. Griffin inadvertently
reproduces the image of woman/body.

The dominant ideology celebrates sex differences which are
conceptualized in patriarchal thought as a 'logical' manner of
describing/dividing “he social world. Accordingly the "“possession
of a penis, is patriarchy's only excuse; the sign and symptom of
man's domination over women" (Finn, 1985:90). Scme of the feminist
literature on pornography may inadvertently replicate this
understanding by constructing the 'mark' of men - the penis - as
the symbol of male violence "a sabre penetrating a vagina is a
weapon....but so is the penis for which it substitutes" (Dworkin,
1979:25). This analogy, while inconsistent with bioclogical reality
(Assiter, 1989:65), is highly functional to the legitimacy of some
-feminist discourses. For viclence to be conceptualized as an
intergender phenomenon, men must be marked through the highlighting
of biological differences. Ultimately the feminist pornography
discourse legitimates and utilizes the male/female dichotomy

symbolised by the penis.



66

Socialization processes and the patriarchal social context are
acknowledged and explained in the feminist discourse as a function
of biological and social decerminism. This reaffirms the notion of
the essential male and the essential female. A man has self, a
woman, by contrast is "“the object, [Wwho] goes out into the world
formed as men have formed her to be used as mep use her" {Dworkin,
1979:111). Such statements suggest that the two genders constitute
two separate heterogeneous entities, and denies the humanness,
diversity, autonomy, self-determinacy and potential for growth of
men and women.

Through the unqualified use of value-laden descriptors, men
are constructed in the feminist literature reviewed as ‘'bad'-
determined and constrained by their 'natural®' desire and need for
violence, power and specific sexual expression:

Men, from the best to the worst, believe what pornography
says about women.

Pornography, Men Possessing Women
Dworkin (1979:167).

Real men do need pornography, unfortunately; just as
patriarchy needs real men.

Porncgraphic Eye/TI
Finn (1985:92)

In the *faminist discourses reviewed all men, more or less
overtly, employ linguistic, monetary, physical, and/or
psychological violence. ""Men are distinguished from women by their
commitment to do violence rather than be victimized by it"
(Dworkin, 1979:53). S8ince Dworkin is clearly functioning within a

dichotomized understanding of reality, consistency would dictate

that if men are inherently 'bad' - violent victimizers, then women
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must be 'good! —-non-violent victims. Dworkin exemplifies this when
she refutes the hypothesis of Robert Buffault, that female, but not
male animals are naturally sexually sadistic (Dworkin, 1979:134),
shortly thereafter the mirror image of this dichotomy is reproduced
without any apparent conscious irony, in the discussion on "the
sexual sadism of men" (Dworkin, 1979:136).

The feminist pornography 1literature reviewed employs
epistemological frameworks, refining and modifying the meanings but
not the concepts encoded. The strategy of defining women as the
embodiment of all that is good in humanity, and projecting all
maliciousness onto men, dictates that selfhood is assumed through
the self-denial and the rejection of women's complexity and selves.
For example, Dworkin suggests that a false accusation of rape must
be redefined (excused?) in the broader context and extent of female
victimization (Dworkin, 1979:188B). _

The dependency on essentialism is methodologically and
theoretically invalid and the result endangers the acknowledgement
and acceptance of humanness. If pornography is seen to reflect
everywoman's real or potential experience, and if pornography
involves sexual/sociai debasement, then a framework has been
established which justifies essentialism, renders class and race
divisions irrelevant, and obscures the personal/political position
and mandate of the discourse creatcrs.

The contention, bordering on conspiracy theory, that magazines
such as Playboy have a '"hidden agenda" to condition men, "through

slick tricks and advertising techniques" to perceive/define women
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as sexual objects, to break down taboos (Bat-Ada quoted in Lederer,
1982:112~115), and to encourage/teach violence against women, is
problematic. A related recurring theme, reminiscent of the
discredited cannabis to heroin argument of the 1960's, is that
increasingly extreme depictions are required to satisfy the
consumer of pornography:

Saturation with straightforward female sexual female
stimulus leads slowly but inevitably to the need for, and

acceptanca of such things as child molestation, incest
and sexual violence. (emphasis mine)

Playboy Isn't Playing
Judith Bat~Ada in Lederer ({(1982:112)

To understand the impact of pornography in this manner
decontextualizes pornography, denying the humanness of the consumer
and the extent to which the impact of pornography on behaviour is
grounded in the interpretation of the recipient. Man/nature is not
presented as an agent, but as a pawn of culture. It could be argued
that some of the feminist literature on pornography attempts to
realize transcendence by creating man as an object in relation to
which woman is subject. This is a problematic strategy grounded on
an oppressive world view which undermines and precludes human
transcendence.

It is generally acknowledged that a social process must occur
to transform a boy, nurtured by a woman, into an adult male who
objectifies women, including the object/mother with whom the male
child has his first "parasitic relationship" (Dworkin, 1979:105).
One perspective may be formulated utilizing Susan Griffin's thesis

which centres on the understanding of pornography as the cultural



69

expression of man's desire to dominate nature. Symbolically, that
what is feared and perceived as threatening - woman/nature - ¢an be
repressed within the pseudo-reality of pornography (Griffin
1981:145). Similarly Susan Lurie's (1982) adaption of psychanalytic
theory suggests that men fear the power, ability to castrate and
sexual invulnerability of the mother, and later mother replacements
(lovers). Lurie suggests pornography plays on this fear by defining
the woman as disempowered, vulnerable and controlled (Lurie,
1982:165).

Without examining the validity of these hypotheses, such an
understanding of pornography would suggest that the (natural?)
anxiety men expelience in relation to women is exploited by the
pornography industry for economic gain. That this is not considered
may reflect the fact that such awareness would require
acknowledging the oppression inherent to the capitalist social
order and the fact that poverty and economic exploitation extends
beyond the rhetorical ‘'feminization of poverty'.

The presentation of social cxplanations is not inconsistent
with the predominant image of men in the feminist pornography
literature reviewed , man are constructed as impulsive, sexual
beings, motivated and defined by nature and disposing of a '"deep
rooted savagery" (Eworkin, «quoted in Chester, 1982:151).
Evolutionary, biological and/or social explanations are employed
to account for men's greater natural responsivity to sexual stimuli

(Assiter, 1989:29).
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The culture/nature dichotomy is reproduced in reverse, and
social processes are constructed as a function of the natural, and
therefore inescapable, male desire for power. If pornography and
female objectification are functions of natural, and virtually
inevi.able, processes then attempting transcendence is a futile
exercise. Simultaneously, the focus on female sexuality in the
feminist pornography literature reviewed does not contravene
malestream thought and the association of women with nature/sex.
Patricia Hughes's graphic description of oral sex as the
practice by which "Women's mouths are put to the service of men to
prevent our assertion of our own integrity and self-definition of
our sexuality" (Hughes, 1985:103) is not value neutral. Gender
relations in the feminist 1literature reviewed are frequently
constructed as inherently negative and oppressive, thereby denying
the possibility of positive interaction despite the assertion that
it is not sex but the hierarchical relations enacted through the
depiction of sex that are problematic. More importantly the
implicit heterophobia and veiled advocacy of homosexuality
politicizes women's sexual orientation and reaffirms the validity
of defining women in relation to their sexuality and sexual
behaviour. Therefore while the feminist discourse denies malestream
content, the form (sex) is retained while the drive is redirected.
There is an emerging recognition of the need to include the
reality of women of colour and the social expressions of racism in
pornography into the feminist analysis (see for example Bell,

1987). However, like the incorporating of marginalized women's
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voice, this remains largely at the level of rhetoric. It is not
viable to examine the dynamic of women's multiple oppression by
abstracting this from the experience of marginalization:
economically and racially subjugated men are also arguably sexually
and physically objectified and defined as less then fully human in
the dominant discourses. This common experience, when redefined as
a further source of female objectification, marginalizes the
reality of racially oppressed women:

The racially degraded male collaborates in the
degradation of women - all women - because ha is offered
something important for his complicity: an
acknowledgement of a sexuality of which the racially
superior male is envious....the racially degraded male is

mesmerized by the myth of his own masculinity....he will

avenge himself on the women of the racially superior
group.

Pornography - Men Processing Women
Dworkin (1979:157)

Phyllia Chesler offers a similar explanation of class differences,
arguing that the possession of sexual provsrty, and the superiority
of all men teo all women in patriarchy, effectively reduces male
rivalry (Chesler, 1982:151).

Many feminist schelars imply a similarity between women's
oppression in and through pornography and the historic experience
of Jewish peoples in Nazi Germany and Black peonle in the North
American institution of slavery. Dworkin, discussing a photo spread
of an “olive gskinned model" surrounded by laser lights featured in
German Playboy suggests “...the laser beams promise burning. The
taste of some Girmans has indeed run to the technological: ovens in

which masses of Jews where exterminated" (Dworkin, 1979:142), the
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subsequent equating of all women's experience as reproduced in
pornography and that of the female concentration camp inmate
decontextualizes, denies the reality/voice, exploits the pain and
in fact creates victim/symbols/objects of the Jewish peoples
tortured and murdered during the holocaust.

Dworkin also draws the analogy between the Black slave's need
to personify the happy, slow and stupid Black expected by their
‘owners', and women's behaviour in patriarchy (Dworkin, 1979:203).
These powerful analogies are inconsistent with the reality of the
power dynamics which defined the experiences of these populations.
There is a substantive difference between the experience of actual
physical ownership and the ideological and subtle appropriation of
women in western capitalist patriarchy. The presentation obscures
the differences among women, women's complicity in oppression and
the privileged position of the discourse creatoxrs. To deny an-
other's experience/trauma in order to dramatise women's own, is to
adopt and utilize the oppressive strategies of the patriarchal
social order, thereby dehumanizing and undermining women's real and
potential self.

Dworkin, at her misandristic best theorizes that Jewish and
Black men are compliciate, after the fact, "[A]venging-the
reclamation of masculinity is evident among Jewish and Black
males...the Nazis set a new standard of masculinity" (Dworkin,

1980:145).
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AGENCY

Pornography is characterized in the feminist literature
reviewed as the portrayal of women without choice/autonomy/
subjectivity by women {nodels) without choice/autonomy/
subjectivity. The ‘'‘truth' of the latter point requires the
denial/silencing of divergent knowledge already detailed, and the
naming/defining the dynamic of participation in the skin-trade in
a manner that denies agency'and autonomy.

In the feminist pornography literature reviewed the skin-trade

worke. is constructed as victim:

When people look at women in pornography, they often do
not see victims subordinated by the practice. They see

pornography's collaborators....This is part of a syndrome
called blaming the victim.

Pornography and the Sex Crisis
susan Cole (1989,28)

For the skin-trade worker, whose own understanding may more closely

resemble autonomous agency, the imposed definition as victim, is

inaccurate and insulting:

80 when they [feminist theorists and ideclogues] slide
into their '0Oh, they're all victims and we must save
them!' trip, it supports the continued stigmatizing
because it's patronizing and condescending.

Good Girls, Bad Girls
Margo B8t. Jamas (1987:86)

Eileen Manion notes that, ircnically, if women achieve control
of their body, then women could rent/sell their body, that is
participate as autonomous agents in pornography (Manion, 1985:73).

In order to maintain consistency the female skin-trade worker
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must be constructed as victim: victimization symbolically
represents the epitome of disempowerment. The models are named
victims of the physical/ psychological coercion of individual or
collective men, of sexual assault, of incest, of self-hatred, of
poor economic opportunities or of a social order that defines them
as physical entities. A skin-trade worker who does not identify
herself in this manner is twice a victim, in this case of false
consciousness. While some or all of these elements may be
important, by constructing a caus&l linear undsrstanding of woments
involvement in skin-trade work, and failing to explore the
possibility that this line of action may be purpossiul and
strategic choice, the women are denied the possibility of self
determinacy. The offering of excuses to exXonerate women further
reinforces the perception that pornography and participation in the
industry is inherently socially and personally disruptive.

The understanding of pornography as an exploitative practice
and presentation dominates malestream and feminist discourse. The
feminist 1literature reviewed defines exploitation in a gender
specific manner located in patriarchy. Griffin modifies a
traditional cliche and states that skin-trade workers are '"bought,
literally for sale" (Griffin, 1980:111), this obscures the
commonality of workers in a capitalist economic order which is
characterised by the selling, or mcre accurately the renting, of
labour by men and women. Skin-trade work is different by moralistic
criteria: flaunting the image of virtuous womanhcod, she employs

her body in a manner socially constructed as sexual. This



75

understanding fails to incorporate the exploitation of the skin-
trade worker as a worker, sharing many of the dynamics
characteristic of semi-skilled (read lower-class) employment. 8kin-
trade workers themselves more readily locate their exploitation in
the broader social structure and in an ideology that justifies
discriminatory practices on the basis of an individual's
involvement in the skin-trade (Arrington, 1987:116).

By implication, though presumably not by design, the
mystifying of the woman®s status as worker individualizes her loss
of autonomy, maintains the ideological assumption that only work
associated with sex is degrading (Reiman, 1979:55), affirms the
definition of woman as body/cbject, and obscures the complicity of
discourse creators as members of the dominant socio-economic
strata. When exploring skin trade workers' exploitation it is worth

reflecting that:

At a place like York University....[lecturers] are making
fat incomes and have prestige out of talking and
lecturing on these topics are accomplices in the
marginalization, in the devaluation, of sexuality, ....of
prostitutes and sex trade workers.

Good Girls, Bad Girls
Participant 4 (1987:117)

ENOWLEDGE
Pornography is tha theory, and rape the practice.

Theory and Practice
Robin Morgan (1982:131)

In the feminist literature reviewed, pornography is assumed to

be a negative entity, consistent with dominant norms and values,
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and a symp%om and cause of misogyny: it is instrumental in the
maintenance/promotion of the hierarchical gender relations
characteristic of patriarchy. The imposition of a repressive
reality on the 1lives of individual and collective women,
(MacKinnon, 1987:149) the behaviour encouraged through pornography
is consistent with the social order generally and institutions that
constitute it. Without disputing this perspective, it is valiad to
examine how this understandinc is constructed and the implication
of this world view.

The harm inherent to pornography stated in an intellectually
pretentious manner - something we, as women tkxnow'!, or should know,
and therefore beyond the need for validation - implies that an
abstract unquestionable reality and a universal female
understanding exist. These assumptions are problematic given
intragender diversity and the impossibility of assessing 'truth' in
a social/academic context of androcentric knowledge.

The Fraser Report, on prostitution and pornography, concluded
that the flaws in the social science research on the effects of
pornography precluded conclusions at this time (Canada, 1985:99).
Some feminist scholars, like right-wing social commentators 'prove!
the social destruction by pornography through reference to either
to anecdotal material - convicted rapists or wife beaters who
consume (d) pornography =- or to laboratory experiments. In both
jnstances, there is considerable data which are either ignored or

summarily dismissed as reflections of the patriarchal social order
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which determines the theoretical framework, methodology and
conclusions (see for example Russell, 1982:216).

It is generally recognized that the findings of laboratory
experiments must be interpreted with caution, given that an
artificial setting can not replicate the 'real life' environment or
experience during or after pornography consumption, nor can a
sample population reproduce the experience or understanding of the
consumers (Fisher, 1986:169). Feminist reference to experimental
design research is problematic on a fundamental philosophical level
for some feminist theory. It legitimates and validates the use of
science, which by nature abstracts, dehumanizes and decontexualizes
~ the transforming of human beings into an object of analysis is
inconsistent with the holistic world view advocated by feminists

(see for example Finn, 1982c:40).

LANGUAGE

Language, how meanings and concepts are encoded, is
instrumental in assuring the recipient interprets discourse in a
manner consistent with the conceptualizations of the discourse
creators. The strategic deployment of syntax has been noted
throughout this chapter, several other dimensions will be developed
individually.

The failure of androcentric ianguage to capture women's
experience has motivated feminists to appropriate the prerogative
to name. This can only be an effective tool in the development of

human epistemologies if all women's reality is expressed. It is
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counterproductive if androcentric, conceptual framewerks,
definitions and dichotomous thought are reproduced in an equally
biased gynocentric language. To illustrate, ''Malecest" (Lederer,
1982:113) renders the concept of incest gender specific, without
necessarily accurately encoding the truth of the sexual violation
of children. More importantly it reinforces the dominant polarity
of woman as asexual/good, man as sexual/bad. 8imilarity when
catherine MacKinnon informs wus that "Linda [Lovelace] was
"pornographed" (MacKinnon, 1987:128), she names the model an
entity, without voice or autonomy =~ that is an object onto which
pornography is imposed. Griffin (1981) judges skin-trade workers to
be unreliable sources when she states that a woman "gclaims [that]
she is not ashamed of her work [in pornography]" (emphasis mine)
(Griffin, 1981:115).

The naming of adults 'girl®' and 'boy', is generally understood
as minimizing, implying the subject is less than a fully human
actress. The creators of the feminist discourses reviewed discuss
the depictions, experience, social and personal implications of
pornography invelving women and children as almost interchangeable
dynamics. This linguistic strategy assures that our abhorrence of
paedophilia is transferred onto the pornographic depiction of adult
women. Although the principles of domination and subordination may
be consistent across a variety of situations (Hughes, 1985:121), by
suggesting women share the vulnerability, naivety, and the need of

protaction of children in western societies, women are denied the
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status of adults. The traditional paternalistic response to female
sexuality is thus reinforcea.

The use of the archetypical images is also prevalent in the
pornography literature reviewed. For example 'Holocaust' is a
powerful word, synonymous with the worst in humanity. It almost
spontaneously invokes distressing and frightening visual images and
emotional responses. Reference to neo-nazism (Cole, 1989:8), Hitler
(Griffin, 1981:169) and Mein Kampf (Steinem quoted in Lederer,
1982:112) accesses the power of the image without the need to
justify or develop an analogy. Whether implicit or explicit, the
equaticn of the possible pain, loss of autonony, and
objectification through pornographic practices to the atrocities
committed in Nazi Germany is exploitative.

In the literature reviewed pornography is often referred to as
hate literature/propaganda with which it shares characteristics
including the use of stereotypes, repetition, the selective
representation of facts, and scapegoating (see for example Clark,
1983). The issue is perhaps not whether or not pornography is or
could be propaganda, but rather that this powerful term invokes
images that are more intense and systematic then the reality of the
industry, and the underlying classist, elitist assumptions:
“....[pornography is] simplified, easily assimilated opinions

masked as truth aimed at the least intelligent segment of a

population" (emphasis mine) (LaBelle, 1882:169). The defining of
propaganda as male also obscures this potential in the female or

feminist discourse.
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CONCLUSION

There have been a2 number of responses, from tolerance to
bombing to censorship, advocated by feminists to counteract
pornography. Increasingly prevalent and supported by a number of
theorists is a strategy developed by MacKinncn and Dworkin. It
entails establishing the right of women victimized as a consequence
of pornography to initiate civil action against pornographers. This
strategy is c¢onsistent with the patriarchal tradition of
individualizing collective social problems. Further the result of
this response, which promotes an image of all women as victims in
need of protection is empowering of the patriarchal state and legal
system which has herstorically responded in a paternalistic manner
to female sexuality. Carol smarf (1989) suggests that the law is
not a benevolent instrument. She notes that through the use of the
law, the legal system is legitimated and the power of law increased
(Bmart, 1989:13).

In the feminist literature reviewed on pornography, there are
no human actors, no people who interact with the social world,
determined by, but also determiners of their socio-sexual reality.
In place of a dialectic, the dialogue is peopled with papier-mache
characters - men driven to pornography/violence/rape .by their
nature; sex-trade workers driven by economic/sexual violence; and
tgood' women determined by patriarchal ideology. Constructing men

and women as objects, and structuring the discussion within the
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conceptual frameworks and dichotomous understanding of malestream
thought, renders women and men, at best, tha subjects of an

oppressive discourse - that is objects.
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CHAPTER FOUR
PROSTITUTION

In the previous chapter we examined the possibility that an
unintended consequence of the feminist discourse on pornography is
that the malestream construction of woman as object is reproduced
in some of the feminist literature. In this chapter a similar
analysis will be presented of soma of the feminist literature on
prostitution. The literature reviewed was sampled according to the
methods detailed in chapter two, and 1like the pornography
literature can broadly be classified as radical feminist
scholarship.

Prostitution rhetorically referred to as the 'world's oldest
profession' continues to elicit diverse social responses. The
phenomencn is simultaneously fostered and condemned {(Boyd,
1987:139): it is more or less accepted as a 'necessary evil' until
such time as it is seen to interfere with the 'rights', lives, or
property values of the 'law abiding citizenry'. The prostitute
herself is, however, readily denounced. Her deviation from the
sanctioned socio-sexual female role makes her the quintessential
female deviant, the epitome of 'lost’' womanhood. This ambivalence,
though mystified by the focus on the patriarchal social order, is
reproduced in some feminist literature. 1In feminist, 1like

malestream scholarship, the prostitute is the object of research
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and theory, not the subject whose understanding is incorporated
into the analysis.

There is a long tradition of prostitution and prostitutes
being constructed as a 'social problem' - the appropriate subject
of female reformers' efforts. In the ‘progressive era',
pfpstitution was conceptualized as a social evil, although
increasingly prostitutes themselves came to be defined as victims -

of social/personal inadequacies, immorality, male lust and the
limited economic opportunities for working women. The contradictory
nature of these 'causes!' reflects the ambivalence of the reformers
who, as products and representatives of the middle classes and the
dominant ideoleogy, had a vested interest in confirming women's
moral superiority and retaining their sphere of influence as the
guardians of social <values. This incongruence resulted in
paternalistic measures of protection/oppression which tried to
nigave' prostitutes by destroying their means of support and
running them out of town" (Rosen, 1982:102).

A review of the relevant literature suggests that the
discourse some of contemporary feminist activists, like that of
19th century reformers, is characterized by:

1, Ambivalence towards prostitute women and
denunciation of the phenomenon of
prostitution.

2. The promoting of patronizing and oppressive

strategies of rescue.
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3. Assumptions grounded in the dominant ideclogy

and the class biases of the discourse
creators.

The unarticulated biases and assumptions of this modern
discourse make it susceptible to appropriation and transformation
by the 'mew right' who are "only too delighted to turn feminist
protest into a politics of repression" (Walkowitz 1984:434).

In this chapter on the reproduction of woman as object/victim
in the feminist discourse, the term prostitute will be used
interchangeably with the term sex-trade worker and will be defined
as a person engaged in the exchange of a direct, interactive
activity which is understood by at least ocne of the participants as
sexual, for immediate monetary or other substantive compensation.
This definition excludes socially accepted gender relations, and
includes activities inconsistent with sexuality constructed as
normative in the dominant discourse. Although this definition is
not gender specific unless indicated otherwise, the service
providers are understood in this paper to be female, and the
customers male.

In spite of the articulated desire to accept all female social
actors as women and to afford them a voice, the prostitution
literature reviewed reflects the fundamental failure of feminist
praxis to —come to terms with the often conflicting
parsonal/political mandates of female solidarity, socialized
morality, gender equality, social values and the reality of female

diversity. It is interesting that there were only a limited number
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of submissions received by the Report of the Special Committee on

Prostitution and Pornography (The Fraser Report) from women's

groups on prostitution. The reason appears to be that.
[Tlhey had been so involved in researching and
campaigning against pornography that they simply did not

have the time or the resources to prepare an adequate
brief on Prostitution.

The Fraser Report.
Canada 1985:345

PORNOGRAFHY/PROSTITUTION

In the feminist discourses reviewed, prostitution ana
pornography are conceptualized as philosophically and materially
interrelated phenomenon: pornography is the depiction of
commodified sex that is realized in prostitution. In contrast to
the distinctions between themselves and their work made by women in
the trades (see for example Cooke, 1987:94), the individuals and
their experiences are presented in much of the literature as
identical or virtually interchangeabla. An examination of the
actual work suggests that the similarity resides not in the actual
labour but in the soecial construction of the work, the association
with sex, and the labels applied to the workers.

"The contemporary feminist position on prostitution [isj}
expressed by the feminist anti-pornography campaign" (Nestle,
1987:132). The feminist prostitution literature reviewed is shaped
by, but not confined to, the pornography discourse developed in the
previous chapter. The humanness of the prostituta,‘who is a real
woman who engages in real social interactions (including sex)

precludes her total transformation inte the two-diménsional
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symbol/object of the pornograph. Though prostitution is an issue on
the feminist agenda, feminist literature on this topic is sparse,
diverse and focused on the worker. The conclusions are more
tentative then those which emerge from an analysis of the
pornography scholarship. The feminist prostitution 1literature
reviewed is less clearly informed by a specific orientation than is
the case in pornography, however this discourse is also firmly
located in the cultural feminist framework.

At present, through prostitution rights organizationms,
publications and individual testimony there exists a critical mass
of proclamations by prostitutes available in the public forum. The
existence of this material is particularly striking in relation to
the marked silence of women in the skin-trades. This contrast is
realized in the content of Bex Work (1987), an anthology of
writings by women in the 'sex industry' (skin-trade and sex-trade
workers), which contains just one submission from a porncgraphy
worker, four from nude dancers, but more then forty first-person
accounts by women in the sex-trades as defined in the previous

chapter.

WOMEN'S VOICES

Prostitutes are an embarrassment to feminists because
they're glaringly saying 'No, you're wrong. My experienca
and my life don't coalesce with yours.

Good Girls, Bad Girls
CORP (1987:215)

The ideology of the 'prostitution subculture'! is a grounded

world view, a conceptualization of reality which is perhaps more
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consistent with the experience of the prostitute and her clients
then the dominant ideology. It has previously been noted that when
personal understanding of experience cannot be accommodated in
dominant conceptual frameworks, either the experience,
understanding or personal identity must be reconsidered and
transformed to retain consistency or an alternate explanation that
is true to lived reality must be constructed.

The p.rostitute, is a public persona she assumes a "“master
status"™ (Lemert, 1982): an identity, which as a social and self-
definition tends to override other roles. Arguably it as a
consequence of stigma, the impossibility of self-delusion, and
their working conditiops (particularly of “street workers), that
prostitutes interact and identify with one another more then skin-
trade workers. Contrary to malestream and feminist understandings
of prostitution as characterized by "mistrust, pretence and
deception" (Enloe, 1983:41) there has herstorically been a sense of
community and support (Rosen, 1982:105). This association
facilitates the communal generation and validation of an alternate
consciousness and the construction of personal/political
understanding of one's situation. Transformed into knowledge, it
becomes a personal and political resource.

There is, of course, not a universal monolithic ‘'truth’
expressed by prostitutes. The phenomenon is characterized by
diversity - some women's experience is either captured by the
feminist or malestream discourse, while others requires alternate

frameworks. Though prostitutes are aware, and respond to, the
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dominant discourse, some sex workers have begun to demand the right
to construct their private and public identity. By articulating
this knowledge, challenging their containment in the private and
sex arena, they have affirmed their public voice (Rowbotham,
1989:262) .

Feminist philosophy dictates that the experience and
understandings of women are valued sources of information. The
concrete fact that prostitutes, unlike skin-trade workers have
established a public voice, dictates that the dynamic -of
'silencing' differs from that developed in the previous chapter.
Whereas in the feminist literature reviewed the skin-trade worker
is effectively kept 'off *he record' (Spender, 1982a:14), and can
therefore be constructed as, a symbolic and literal, victim, in the
feminist discourse on prostitution the workers are more actively
constructed as discredited object/other. Despite the availability
of autobiographical accounts, most are ignored or, perhaps worse,
re-constructed. Sex trade workers whose articulation departs from
the correct fominist perspective are denied legitimacy. The
creators of the feminist literature reviewed implicitly deny the
correctness of some women (see for example Price, 1989). They do
this by referencing only those first-person accounts that replicate
the radical feminist understanding, and by not incorporating the
voices of women whose conceptualization differs from their own in
spite of the avowed understanding of the need 'not to override or

dismiss any woman's voice"™ (Price, 1989:59).
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The prostitute’'s alternate perspective is explicitly denied
when her discourse is defined as reflecting a failure to recognize
her own oppression. In many feminist discourses, prostitution is
constrncted as an phenomenon which is oppressive/degrading to the
prostitutes and 'other women' as it "serves as a guerilla training
camp and rehabilitative centre for sex terrorists" (Jeffreys,
1985:68). Prostitute women who support the institution can
therefore be defined as complicit in the gsubordination of all
womankind, agents of patriarchy who lack awareness and
consciousness and therefore erroneously assume themselves to be
self determined actors. The act of re-interpreting the words of
prostitutes constitutes an appropriation of their experience,
delegitimates their reality and implicitly defines them as objects
of the prostitution discourse. In effect, the sax-trade worker's
understanding and identity are not only dismissed but, are alse

appropriated as proof of her subjugation.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS

The feminist discourse on prostitution reviewed for this paper
is contained and defined by conceptual constructs of reality and
social interaction, grounded in the dominant ideology. Kathleen
Barry contends that prostitutes do not name their reality bacause
they lack the framework through  which to make sense of their own
victimization (Barry, 1979:118). Given that her text explicitly
discredits the sense that sex workers make of their own experience,

she actually advocates understanding of prostitute women from an
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androcentric perspective. By defining the conceptual frameworks in
this manner she effectively mys%ifies the reactionary nature of the
feminist vision.

1o construct the prostitute as victim, "coerced by the
circumstances of her life'" (Wynter, 1987:267), is wholly consaistent
with the malestream vision of woman as passive beings. The
prostitute woman whn consciously identifies hexrself as the agent of
her own sexuality and exploiter of constructed morality, by
contrast challenges the 1limitations of dominant conceptual
frameworks and transcends the irposed boundaries when she demands:

what is so terrible about fucking for a living? ....I
like it, I can live out my fantasies.

Good Girls, Bad Girls
Participant 1 (1987:48)

For prostitution to symbolize the essence of patriarchal
domination the prostitute's gender relations must epitomize control
of women by men. The feelings of empowerment experienced by
prostitute women (St. James, 1989:82) in their interaction with men
are therefore dismissed as a delusion, one that evaporates with the
fiost violent encounter which demonstrates the true distribution of
power (Price, 1989:61). The point of departure from this feminist
understanding is located within androcentric thought which equate
power with physical domination, an understanding that is
instrumental in female subjugation.

A former prostitute and pornography worker notes "it's not the
act that makes it bad; the people were clean and respectful. It's

the stigma that made it bad" (Raiser, 1987:104). That prostitute
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women are labelled by society and consequently ostracized from
‘other women' is presented in the feminist discource as an
jnevitable 'fact' which invalidates the portrayal of prostitution
as a job (see for example Jefireys, 1985:64). This circular
argument employs, &and therefcre legitimates, an arbitrary
divisionary process and obscures the agency of non-prostitute
women.

Tn both feminist and malestream thought, the engaging in sex
for reasons other then procreation or pleasure is named immoral,
and is assumed to impact negatively on one's self concept. It
thereby reduces the woman to-tha status of an object (Jeffreys,
1985:64) . To define prostitutes as degraded by the nature of their
work necessitates the acceptance of the moralistic concepts and
judgements encoded in 'degradation’. Underlying this understanding
is the assumption that sex and morality are normative, natural,
pure and therefore corruptible dynamics rather then social
constructs. The eoxchange of anonymous sex for financial
compensation is problematic only if we presume cultural definitions
of the appropriate context for sexual relations, and construct sex
as fundamentally different - compartmentalized and divorced - from
other social and financial interactions.

vhe dichotomies including male/female, whore/madonna,
nature/culture, mind/bedy and objectivity/subjectivity which were
developed in the first chapter will structure the discussion of the

prostitution literature.
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In the feminist 1literature reviewed, the phenomenon of
prostitution creates a class of social outcasts for all men to
sabuse and degrade" (O'Hara, 1985:72,. By accepting the inherent
degradation of prostitute woman, the discourse legitimates the good

girl/bad girl dichotomy that divides/defines women on the basis of

their sexual behaviour.

The discounting of the self-interpretation of prostitutes by
feminists reaffirms their status as other: they are not credible
witnesses, but whores, as distinguished from feminists whose
understanding is credible. In the feminist literature reviewed the
stratification of women - the whore/madonna dichotomy - has not

been transcended but merely renamed healthy/sick, honest/devious

(Willis, 1983:464).
According to Kathlene Barry:

Accepting the perception of others is taking the path of
least resistance...Those that are not broken either by
seasoning or earlier childhood abuse, will be able to
resist the definition..and even recognize their own
unnamed victimizacion. But those that comply with their
captor's definition will take or their work in earnest
...¥hen they tell the rest of us that we are straight,
judgemental and prudish, they are surviving by defending
the definition they have accepted of themselves.

Female Sexual Slavery
Barry (1979:120)

A woman can therefore reclaim her status as a ‘gocd girl' if she
recognizes her victimization. Otherwise the 'whore' designation i
valid. 'Whoredom' is conceptually associated with the dark side of
female sexuality, personality and character.

Feminists' alliance with the moral majority has herstorically

been instrumental in the creation of repressive laws and ideology
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that further alienates and defines the prostitute women as other.
For example, the lobbying eftorts of turn of the century reformers
in Britain resulted in protective legislation which not only
substantially increased state contrel of working oclass women's
sexuality, it also marginalized and criminalized the prostitute and
denied her the social support she kad previously enjoyed so that
they "were forced to rely increasingly on pimps for emotiomnal
security as well as protection from legal authorities....and
prostitution shifted from a female to a male dominated trade"
(Walkowitz, 1984:428). The work and life environment of sex workers
which is shaped by this societal context is then utilized to
lagitimate arguments that prostitution is corrupt (CORF, 1987:204).

The understanding prevalent in the feminiat literature
raeviewved is that sexuality is the instrument of social control
imposed on women by men, consequently "male sex is motivated not by
pleasure...[{nor] the enhancement of relations but for the control
of, and power over, women" (Jeffreys, 1985:68). In effect, sex is
violent and violence is sexual and male.

These conceptualizations :eplicate the abstraction of
sexuality from interpersonal relations which is central to the
feminist critique of prostitution. Morc importantliy, man is defined
as mind, man/mind dominates his own body transforming it into an
weapon by means of which he successfully subjugates womarn/body.

In the feminist literature reviewed the male/female dichotomy
and the corresponding gender roles are clearly established in a

manner which reaffirms, rather then challenges, this Ilargely
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arbitrary distinction. Prostitutes are female and customers and
pimps are male. The existence of young male prostitutes, and tha
evidence of both homosexual and heterosexual women purchasing sex
(see for example CORP,1987 and Nestle, 1987), are usually
dismissed.

Men are both the suppliers and supporters of a practice
graphicly named 'slavery', 'rape' or ‘'abuse' into which women are,
at Dbest, coerced. If prostitution mirrors and reinforces
hierarchical gender relations, then all men are complicit in the
victimization and exploitation of all women inside and outside of
prostitution.

The malestream prostitution discourssy has constructed female
sexuality as a concern (Wilson, 1984:97): in the feminist discourse
this is mirrored rather than transcended. The faminist discourse
understands not only women's involvement in prostitution, but also
men's patronage of prostitution as problematic. The latter is
constructed as a function of the male desire to objectify women,
express hatred for women and experience a sense of power over all
women through the ‘'purchase' of one representative member
(Jeffreys, 1985:69). This understanding dehumanizes social actors.
When sexual and social behaviour is abstracted from its context
social interaction and behaviour are reduced to the status of
symbels.

In the feminist literature reviewed man is constructed in a
manner that is consistent with dichotomous thought. It is notable

that in this feminist prostitution literature though man is mind he
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is also constructed or assumed to be controlled, almost determined,
by sexual impulses:

By anatomical fiat - the inescapable construct of their

genital organs - the human male was a natural predator
and the human female served as his natural prey.

Against our Will
Brownmiller (1975:16)

These feminist discourses assume an essential woman and the
cross-cultural existence of prostitution is employed in the
feminist discourse to demonstrate the universality of the socio-
sexual control of women:

[Tihere is nothing unique across cultures in the

practices of the enslavement of women except perhaps the
diversity of strategies men use to carry them out.

Female Sexual Slavery
Kathleen Barry (1979:165)

The creating of an ethnocentric tgssential woman' defines all
social relations and women's experience of sex; specifically
waestern sexuality.

The assumption of essential gender types grounded in sexual
experience is problematic. Rather than provide a forum for
transcending differences, social divisions of humanity are
reinforced. The acceptance of biological determinism diverts
attention from the social institutions and ideology that support
gender hierarchy and conflict with feminist ideals. Further, if man
is by naturs sexually aggressive and motivated by the desire/need
for power/violence, then female emancipation may be an unattainable

goal.
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AGENCY

Therc was always a gun pointed to my head, even whon no
gun could be seen, there was a gun pointed at my head.

Ordeal
Lovelace (1980:62)

In the feminist literature reviewed the prostitute is the
victim of social structures. These include discriminatory laws and
their enforcement, the socio-economic system, sex-role stexeotypes,
and patriarchy. They also include individual men as paimps,
customars or observers. Finally there are persona.i herstories,
including incidents of incest and rape, and of course the
prostitute’s own inability to demystify her situation. These
factors are presumed to be the cause of her initial and continued
involvement in prostitution, and her subsequent lack of
consciouasness.

The portrayal of prostitutes in these feminist discourses as
without agency is central to the deconstruction of an identity
which is grounded in experience and a personal interpretation of
reality. This effectively silences and delegitimates the
participant voice. The designation 'victim' effectively discredits
the wohan's understanding. Constructed as the victims of past and
present exploitation, passive 'prostituted’ objects are created.

At times the term survival is employed to more accurately
capture the essence ofewomen's coping strategies when they are in
situations they are powerless to change. This rhetorical

redefinition does not empower the women, but it does place their
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experience within the framework of the established feminist thought
which identifies women as the survivors of abuse.

In the feminist discourses reviewed the correlation between
childhood sexual abuse and entry into prostitution is continually
cited and 'proven' through highly variable statistics. There is in
fact some question as to the actual : “rrelation, and the real
nature of the relationship between childhood sexual abuse and
prostitution. Maria Arrington discusses "tha myth that all sexually
abused women in the street are prostitutes because they were
sexually abused" (Arrington, 1987:176), and assumes a perspective
which locates the relationship in the gender neutral coatext of the
quantity/caality of social services. The contention that
prostitutioa is '"taught through parental sexual abuse" (Wynter,
1987:267) establishes a linear model that denies choice or a\ »ncy,
snd views women's decisions as a predetermined result of sexual
experiences.

The existence and tactics of procurers and their exploitation
of prostitute women is cultural knowledge - long assumed to be true
by the majority of the Canadian public (Marwick, 1985:11.22).

They sport silk suiis while their 'girls?' hide bruises

The Ottawa Sun
October 7, 1990

White slavery [is indicated by] the lurid tales of
mystery drugs, hypodermic needles used in theatres and
department stores to dope victims-

Chatelain
April, 1937
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In the feminist literature reviewed the axistence of the pimp
is not only assumed, it is legitimated, and a caricature of this

'folk devil' is evoked to confirm the prostitute’s status as

manipulated object.

Procuring is a strategy, a tactic for acquiring women
and turning them into prostitution (sic); pimping keeps
them there. Procuring involves "convincing® a woman to be
a prostitute through cunning, fraud, and/or force, taking
her against her will or knowledge and putting her into

prostitution.....methods involve rape, sodomy, drugging,
and starvation.

Female Sexual Slaverv
Barry (1979:86&93)

Concluding that "most prostitution is controlled by pimps" (O'Hara,
1985:70) contradicts the sex worker's contention of self
determinacy and that the prevalence and nature of the archetypical
pimp who dominates the discourse is not accurate (see Bell, 1989).
It also runs against the findings of The Fraser Report that the
role of the pimp in entry into prostitution is limited (Sansfacon,
1984:63).

The political advantages of the constructed pimp have
philosophical implications which support the dominant ideology.
That the pimp discourse is readily assumed knowledge reflects the
fact that the pimp-prostitution dynamic is wholly consistent with
the ascribed gaender characteristics of domination and submission.
By explaining female involvement in prostitution by reference to a
male agent, the feminist literature reviewed effectively denies the
agency of prostitute women and by implication non-prostitute women

as well. This position also implies the need to excuse women's



99
involvemen%, thereby resaffirming the legitimacy of prostitution's
immoral designation.

By supporting legal measures that extend the sphere of moral
judgement onto those who associate with prostitutes, the feminist
discourses reviewed contribute to the sex worker being considered
a social pariah who is legally denied social relationg/support and
the right to organize and/or communicate with other prostitutes
(Scott, 1989:102).

Gender polarity is legitimated - no pure woman, and women are
constructed in the dominant ideology as naturally pure - would
willingly engage or remain in prostitution unless coerced by a
male: if she freely engages in prostitution then she unconscious of
her lack of autonomy or else she is genuinely a whore.

The phenomenon of prostitﬁtion is defined in the feminist
literature reviewed as exploitive and abusive: the source is
located in patriarchal gender relations and individual/collective
men. Prostitutes themselves locate their oppression in their
stigmatization, condemnation and '"pimping" by the moral majority,
including feminists (CORP, 1987:212). Conceptualizing prostitutes
as oppressed and degraded victims, and appropriating their reality
and experience and re-forming it to be consistent with the feminist

ideology is in fact highly exploitative.

ENOWLEDGE
Prostitution is a visible practice, subject to periodic moral

condemnation and construction as a social problem. For example, the
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majority of the Canadian public, according to a 1984 survaey, ‘knew’
that prostitution is degrading, violent and exploitive (Marwick,
1984:11.11-11.22). In order to construct an alternate feminist
disnourse on prostitution and prostitutes these assumptions must be
transcended, the acceptance of what 'we know' results in a view
which has similar consequences to that of malestream discourses.

Marginaliged social actors in the sex trades do not have
access to the cloak of intellectual and academic legitimacy which
affords the feminist and malestream discourses the status of
knowledge, and allows constructed truths to be presented as fact.
The assertion that "prostitution harms the women who work in It"
(Teffreys, 1985,64) is suspect, particularly when the rather
cavalier attitude towards research is revealed in the warning
against:

gatting bogged down in academic research...[vVe should]
rely more on our common sense, our convictions and what
vwe see in front of us.

Rathleen Barry, quoted in
The New Feminist of ¥Yin and Yan
Alice Echols (1983, 447)

LANGUAGE
The use of terminology c¢an reveal the subtext and agenda of
discourse. In the prostitution 1literature reviewed language
functions to legitimate the feminist construct of this issue
without explicitly denouncing other conceptualizations. For example
by stating that ''men use prostitutes" (emphasis mine) (Jeffreys,
1985:61) Jeffreys constructs the prostitute as an object that is

manipulated. Continual reference to former prostitutes as women
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uwho have escaped" (emphasis mine) (Price, 1989:59) and the idea
that "women who leave are hunted down' (Barry, 1979:114) imply an
phenomenon so pervasive and controlling that women must covertly
flee their captors. While these expressions may captura the
experience of some women, the testimony of prostitutes'suggest it
is less normative then the language implies.

The use of the term slavery to describe prostitution clearly
locates prostitution in a system of social relations characterized
by the total oppression of one person. A slave, by definition,
cannot exercise free will: tharéfore only a 'brain-washed! slave
would faii to recognize her subjugation. Kathleen Barry (1979)
develops this thesis most extensively, arguing that it is not a
rhetorical device but reflects van objective social condition of
sexual exploitation and violence" (Barry, 1979:40). Defining
women's ‘slavery' as sexual maintains women within the established
identity. It also denies the economic oppression of men and women

in a capitalist society, inside and outside of prostitution.

CONCLUSION
In the feminist literature reviewed sex is understood to be a
unifying principle, which transcends class and race divisions. This
understanding falsely assumes that sexuality is not a cultural
construct. More importantly, by replicating the dominant discourse
on prostitution, some feminists confirm woman as body - the victim,

not the agent, of her body/sexX.
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CHAPTER_FIVE
CONCLUSION

The preceding review of some of the feminist pornography and
prostitution literature demonstrates that feminist scholarship in
the field of deviance does not, in fact, always transcend the
dominant ideolegy or the conceptual frameworks it sets out to
replace. This paper has built on a tradition of feminist critique.
Tt identifies as problematic the tendency in segments of the
feminist literature to constructs woman as object rather then
realize her as subject.

The creators of these feminist discourses, through their
jdentification as 'other than', construct thex-selves in relation
to others and implicitly legitimate this division. To be woman-
centted entails the acceptance of gender dichotomy and of the
notion that the concept 'woman' captures sufficient homogeneous
reality to be a reasonable category.

The feminist literature reviewed has arguably not been able to
realize the abstract theoretical understanding/knowledge of social
dynamics articulated by these scholars in the realm of concrete
issues such as prostitution and pornography. Consequently the
ideology against which feminism identifies iizelf is in fact at
times reproduced. The ideological assumptions, grounded in

androcentric conceptual frameworks instrumental in defining woman
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as object, are challenged on the level of theory but reproduced in
substantive applications. This orientation therefore, implicitly
confirms this definition of all women and seriously jeopardizes
women's ability to transcend socially constructed reality.

To briefly summarize the argument presented, feminist
scholarship clearly articulates a position on dichotomized thought.
It is understood as both a symptom of male conceptualizations, and
as instrumental in the defining of women as object. Polarities
developed in this paper, with reference to feminist scholarship
include male/female, whore/madonna, mind/body, nature/culture,
objectivity/subjectivity. A number of feminist scholars employ
these constructs in their analysis of the institutions and
experience of female deviance and thereby implicitly legitimates
the division of society on artificial criteria.

In the feminist literature critically reviewed women's lack of
autonomy is developed in two ways. Women generally are understood
as determinesd by the patriarchal gender relations which permeate
all social reality. More explicitly skin and sex trade workers are
constructed as the victim of individual/collective men, their own
personal and social herstories, and of the inability to recognize
their own oppression. The worker's humanness, autonomy, and
subjectivity are deconstructed and she is reconstructed as the
symbol of female subjugation - that is as an object.

The feminist discourses on pornography and prostitution
reviewed in this thesis have assumed as a point of departure, the

ascribed categories of male and female: the corresponding roles



104

explain/determine and legitimate the skin and sex trades and the
feminist discourses on these topics. In the feminist literature
reviewed, gender is reproduced as a fundamental difference that
determinaes behaviour, understanding and desire.

The nature/culture, mind/body dichotomies are not surpassed
but rather mirrored. Man is body, marked by the penis and
determined and controlled by his natural desires - particularly
violence and power. These are realized in the practice and
institution of heterosexuality. Man is, however, alsc mind -
capable of employing his body as the instrument of female
subjugation.

Sex is central to the feminist discourse generally and in the
literature on prostitution and pornography specifically. Geraldine
Finn (1986), who identifies herself as sex critical, suggests that
ngex can not be separated from the social context in which it is
produced and realized" (Finn, 1986:12). Kate Ellis (1984) advises
that it is necessary to move baeyond the understanding of sexuality
as objectifying and violent (Ellis, 1984:12). The reviewed
literature on the skin and sex trades, by not coming to terms with
sewuality, abstracting experience from the social context and
deconstruct gsexuality, essentially mystifies and empowers
interaction grounded in socially defined sexuality.

Skin and sex trade workers personify sex in the malestream and
feminist discourses. In the feminist literature critiqued these
workers are constructed as the symbols of oppressive ideclogy and

practices of patriarchal social orxdex. For this understanding to be
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internally consistent, it is important that the ‘tessential’
intragender commonality of experience is established - the
vesgential' woman. In effect the diversity of human experience is
negated: it is reduced to sexuality. This seriously undermines the
potential for generating a holistic, comprehensive analysis of
gender interaction specifically, and social interaction generally.

The division of women into whores or madonnas, while
explicitly dencunced, is in effect a guiding principle of the
literature reviawed. The conceptual baggage of the moral majority
is employed to discredit and justify interpreting, rather then
accepting the understanding of skin and sex trade workers which is
inconsistent with the feminist vision. Defining the understanding
of the workers as expressions of ‘false consciousness' duplicates
malestream thought on immoral women.

The rhetorical promotion of women coypled with the exclusion
and denial of the voice of women in the skin and sex trades is
politically expedient and conveniently ensures that the internal
consistency and ideolegy of the theory is not threatened however,
it is - contraves the central feminist principle that experience
constitutes substantive, viable knowledge. It also conflicts with
the understanding that feminism is grounded in the experiences of
women.

In spite of the overt rejection of the methods and ideology of
science, feminism presents itself as reified knowledge - science.
Feminism's claim to truth is grounded not in scientific methodology

but the articulation of 'woman-sense' - what women know by virtue
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of their experience as women in patriarchal society. However
feminism, like science, embraces the concept of reality in absolute
terms and has "its own method, its own testing ground, its own
special language and a system of results" (Smart, 1989:9). The
feminist literature reviewed on the skin and sex trades suggest
there is a 'Truth' about women's lives that can be realized through
the application of a theoretical framework. Accordingly the status
of truth allows understandings that conflict with feminist ideology
t¢ be named not true - wrong.

Feminist 'piraxis' is the reconciliation of the theoretical
understandings of patriarchal gender relations within the concrete
experience of this dynamic in women's lives. I am arguing that the
failure to do this is revealed in the preceding analysis some of
the pornography and prostitution literature. Thorefore ir would
follow that a dialectical relation between practice and theory must
be established.

This thesis supports the contention that there is a need to
develop a non-sexist feminist criminology that acknowledges and
seeks to overcome androcentric conceptual constructs. What is
required is a analysis which reconciles the practical concrete
reality of women's lives and the theoretical understanding of
gender hierarchy. To do this, we must be prepared to aotep outside
of our reality in order to identify how our world view is a
function of feminist and malestream. biases, values, beliefs and
constructs which determine the interpretation of the social world

we promote.
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Without such consciousness of the self as product and
jnstrument of the dominant ideology praxis can never be realized as
it requires the meeting of different understandings. The
establishment of a dialectic relation that facilitates the
informing of theory by concrete reality would mean in real terms
that no experience can be dismissed or denied, but rather the
theory would be modified according to the new knowledge.

The precsding analysis identified some disturbing trends
within some of tha feminist prostitution and pornography
literature. It suggests that some of the current application of
feminirc theory contravenes the political/personal mandate of
redefining woman as the subject of discourse. These findings should
not be interpreted as indicating that criminology shoulad abandon
the effort of integrating feminist understarding into its
theoretical frameworks, in fact all work must acknowledge the
problematic nature of gender relations. Criminologists, applying
feminist consciousness, must remain cognisant of their reliance on
pervasive, but ideoclogically 'loaded’, conceptual frameworks and of

the implications of the knowledge created.
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