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INTRODUCTION 

Projective techniques in general and free-hand 

drawings in particular have been in increasingly wide use 

for the past thraa decades. The goal of froe-hend drawings, 

to obtain information concerning personality dynamics and 

their resulting behaviour, is aptly confirmed by Anastasl 

and Foley, "the artistic behaviour of eaotionally or intel­

lectually abnormal subjects can be investigated by the 

psychologist as a means of gaining a more complete under­

standing of the behaviour itself". 

Buck's House-Tree-Porson test (referred to in the 

present study es B7T-P) was designed for that purpose; to 

help the clinician obtain information concerning the inte­

gration of personality and its interaction with the envlron-
2 

sent. Though th© H-T-P serves as a principal projective 

tool in the clinical setting, empirical validation of the 

various Interpretive hypotheses has been, for the most part, 

neglected. Hammer points directly to the problem, as it 

affects all projective techniques, and stresses the needed 

1 Anne Anastasl and John r. Foley, "A Survey of the 
Literature on Artistic Behavior in the Abnormal: IV Experi­
mental Investigations", Journal of General Psychology. 
Vol. 25, First Half, 1941, p. 187. 

8 John M. Buck, "The H-T-P Technique, a Qualitative 
and Quantitative scoring Manual", Journal of Clinical 
Psychology. Vol. 4, Mo, 4, 1948, p. 319-396. 
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remedy, "The clinical use of projective teohnlques has 

i'apidly widened the gap between the use of projeotives and 

their validation!...). The chief need at this time is for 

further validation studies". 

In the present study, an attempt is *aa3e at validat­

ing specific qualitative scoring 1 tonus on the H-T-P. The 

literature * suggests certain Interpretive items as indica­

tive of hostility and aggression. Two groups of penitentiary 

inmates, representing the extremes in overt aggressive be­

haviour within an inmate population, were selected to test 

the validity of these items. 

Chapter one presents a review of the literature. 

From the theory and rationale behind projective techniques, 

through the specific technique of th© H-T-P« it arrives at 

the qualitative approach proposed by certain authors. The 

chapter concludes a&th a statement of the problem at hand 

and the formulated hypothesis. 

3 Emanuel F. Hammer, The H-T-P Cllnloal Research 
Manual. Beverly Hills, California, Western Psychological 
Services, January 1955, p. 1. 

4 % "Guide for Qual i ta t ive Research with th© 
H-T-P", Journal of General Psychology, Vol. 51, No. 1, 
p. 41-60. 

5 Isaac J o l l e s , A Catalogue for the Quali tat ive 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the H-f-P. Beverly H i l l s . Ca l i fo rn ia . 
Western Psychological Se rv ices , 1952, 1-97 p . 
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The experimental design used to test the hypothesis 

is explained in chapter two. The procedures used in applying 

the tool, a description of the sample and the method employed 

in analyzing the obtained deta are included. 

In the third chapter, the results of the above pro­

cedures are presented end discussed. The ensuing summary and 

conclusions include implications for farther research. 



CHAPTER I 

KEVXW OF THE LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the original concept of projection 

is related to the present day usage of projective techniques. 

The various techniques are classified under three headings 

and the underlying rationale is explained. From the broad 

theory of projective techniques, the discussion then turns 

to the specific technique used in the present study. Both 

the rationale and administration of the H-T-P are considered, 

and the qualitative approach to research with the H-T-P is 

discussed. Previous research concerned with the qualitative 

approach to hostility and aggression is critically reviewed. 

The chapter concludes with a statement of the problem at 

hand and the hypothesis to be tested. 

1. Projective Techniques: Theory. 

The psychological concept of projection was intro­

duced by Freud and defined as a primary defense ©©onanism. 

It was understood as a means by which the e^o, In Freud's 

personality superstructure, alleviated anxiety and made it 

1 Sigmund Freud, Th® Basic Writings of Slmund Freud. 
(A.A. BriU, &d.), Mm York, Random House, 1038. Referred to 
by Harold H. Anderson, An Introduction to Projective Teohni-
Qjaga, Chapter I, Hew Tork, Prentice-Hall, 1951, p. 3. 
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an objective fear by attributing its source to the external 

world. The mechanism was believed to be unconscious and, 

consequently, not recognised as a projection by the person 

himself. 

In projective techniques, this concept of projection 

is broadened somewhat. The techniques or tests, as they are 

also termed, elicit not only the defense mechanism of pro­

jection but other mental mechanisms and symbols of human 

relationships. The unconscious element in personality 

structure, the importance of which was stressed by Freud, is 

believed to be the seat of deep motivation. The aim of the 

techniques is to elicit the unconscious processes in persona­

lity and better understand the resultant behaviour. A 

common principle underlies the various projective techniques: 

the use of vsgue or ambiguous stimuli, inciting the subject 

to reveal unconscious levels of personality. 

It has been suggested that projective techniques be 

classified under the three general headings of perceptive, 

apperceptive and productive. The perceptive technique re­

quires th© subject to tell what certain, ambiguous visual or 

auditory stimuli mean, the apperceptive technique, though 

similar to the perceptive, desaands a more elaborate 

S Harold H. Anderson and Gladys L. Anderson, An Intro-
auction to Projective Techniques. New York, Prentice-HadlT" 
1951, 1X-7B0 p . " 
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interpretation of the meaning of the stimuli. The productive 

technique relies on the performance of the subject, as in 
3 

drawing, painting or acting. 

Whatever the technique employed, perceptive, apper­

ceptive or productive, it is considered a means of obtaining 

information from the unconscious which may not be elicited 

by more direct questioning. This information from the uncon­

scious, symbolic in content, must be interpreted. It may be 

said that projective techniques interpret, in part, the 

conscious manifestations of behaviour in the light of uncon­

scious needs, wishes and drives. 

Underlying all projective techniques is a basic 

premise which lends credence to a rationale. The "projective 

hypothesis" as proffered by Rapaport is, "behaviour manifes­

tations of the human being, from the least to the most signi-
4 

fleant ones, are revealing of his personality". It is upon 

this premise that all interpretation of projective material 

is based and the framework within which the results of H-T-P 

drawings may be understood. 

3 Gordon W. Allport, Pattern and Growth in Persona­
lity. Haw York, Holt, Hlnahart and Winston, 1961, p. 437-442. 

4 David Rapaport, Diagnostic Psychological Testing. 
Vol. II. Haw York, Year Book Publishers, 1946, p. 6. 
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2. Specific Teohnique: The H-T-P. 

After ten years of controlled study, Buck's method, 

the H-T-P. was published as a standardized test in 1948. 

The method, designed in a clinical setting, was orlmarily 

for clinical use. It w&s to serve as an aid to the clinician 

in obtaining information concerning the integration of per­

sonality and its interaction with the environment. The basic 

postulate of the technique is that «?aoh of the drawn wholes 
6 

is a self-portrait. 

The administration of the test involves a twofold 

approach. In the first phase, the non-verbal phase, the 

subject is provided with three sheets of white paper, size 

seven by eight and one half inches and appropriately labelled 

House, Tree and Person. According to instructions, the sub­

ject Is then asked to draw, in turn, a House, a Tree, and a 

Person. It is to be stipulated for the drawing of the Per­

son that it be of the whole body. Throughout the non-verbal 

phase, conversation is to be limited. Questions may be 

parried with exhortations as, ndo as wall as you can, it is 

not necessary to be an artist". Since the test may be 

5 John H. Buck, "The H-T-P Technique, a Qualitative 
and Quantitative Scoring Manual", Journal of Clinical Psycho­
logy. Monograph Supplement, Vol. 4, Ko. 4, 1948, p. 319-396. 

6 Ibid., p. 320. 
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administered chromatically or achromatically, the drawing 

implements may be a set of eight coloured wax crayons or a 

No. 2 lead pencil. 

The second phase of the administration is the Post 

Drawing Interrogation. This consists of a series of sixty 

standard questions to be asked and recorded by the exa&iner. 

Since the test may also be applied as a group test, the one 

innovation Is that tne subjects record the answers them­

selves. Buck, however, designed the test primarily as an 

Individual test, on the assumption that the drawings would 

elicit an emotional reaction which may result in the verbal 
7 

expression of previously suppressed material. The graphic 

recording of tne answers by the subjects themselves may 

lessen the value of the responses. 

Prior to the advent of the H-T-P. psychological inves­

tigation of the artistic behaviour of the abnormal had bean 

extensive. Anastasl and Foley have conducted a seemingly 

exhaustive survey of the literature up to 1941 concerning 

the development of interest in the field of various European 

countries. For present purposes, only those studies con­

sidered pertinent to this research will be reviewed. 

7 Buok, OP. Git. , p. 320. 

8 Anne Anastasl and John P. Foley, Jr., "A Survey of 
the Literature on Artistic Behaviour in the Abnormal: I. 
Mistorieal and Theoretical Background", Journal of General 
Psychology. Vol. 25, First Half, 1941, p. 111-142. 
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In 1949, Machover gave impetus to the study of 

drawings of the human figure with the publication of her 

Praw-a-Person Test. The basic rational© of the test is that, 

regardless of such variables as age, skill and culture, cer­

tain organs have specific meanings which may be slioited by 

drawings of the human figure. An elaboration of this ra­

tionale may be expressed in three statements: 1) physical 

attributes acquire social meanings in the course of social 

participation and expression; 2) psychosomatic correlation 

of body expression is revealed by overemphasizing or de-

•mphaalzlag certain parts of the body; 3) psychic data are 

evident In the symbol value projected. Numerous studies, 

including those with the H-T-P. have been conducted under 

these basic assumptions. 

10 

In a study by Fisher, certain assumptions concern­

ing the analysis of human figure drawings wore critically 

evaluated. The figure drawing* of thirty-two,previously 

diagnosed paranoid schisophrenics, were studied to determine 

three factors which supposedly underlie these assumptions: 

1) if one can objectively detect paranoid trends in figure 

9 Karen Machover, Personality ProJeotlon In the 
Drawing of the Human Figure, Springfield. Thomas. 1949. 
lX-181 p . 

10 Seymour Fisher and Hhoda Fiaher, "Test of Certain 
Assumptions Regarding Figure Drawing Analysis", Journal of Ab­
normal and Social Psychology. Vol. 45, Bo. 4, 1950, p. 7S7-" 
73X 
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drawings; 2) how much agreement exists among trained per­

sonnel in evaluating facial expression and stance; 3) if a 

group of trained raters agree more than a group of untrained 

raters in evaluating facial expression and stance. 

To ascartain whether on® can objectively detect para­

noid trends in figure drawings, two trained psychologists, 

with full knowledge that the drawings %ere those of paranoid 

schisophrenics, were to determine the presence or absence of 

six paranoid signs. Though there was total agreement as to 

the presence of the si'ns, only thirteen of the thirty-two 

drawings contained two or more signs. 

The second factor was studied by three trained psycho­

logists. Unaware beforehand that the drawings were the pro-

duet of paranoid schizophrenics, the psychologists were asked 

to independently choose the drawings with strong paranoid 

trends. The author reports that the percentage of agreement 

among the three judges was eighteen per cent for choice of 

paranoid sehizophrenic drawings and fifteen per cent for non-

schizophrenic drawings. 

The result of th© comparison between trained raters 

and untrained raters is recorded as follows: the poor agree­

ment among the latter is no greater than the poor agrees®nt 

among the former. The author concludes from these results 

that the assumptions regarding figure drawing analysis are 

in need of empirical validation. 
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A study concerning psychosaxual pathology and the 

sex of the first drawn person was undertakan by Hammer, as 
11 

part of a larger study. The subjects were administered 

the H-T-P and asked to draw a second Person of the sex 

opposite to that of the first drawn Person. The assumption 

under study was that if the sex of the first drawn Person ia 

opposite to that of the subject performing the task, it is 

indicative of psychosexual pathology. 

The population consisted of eighty-four sex offenders 

at Sing Sing Prison and divided into three groups according 

to the type of sex crime. Tne first group included thirty -

one rapists, four of whom drew a Person of the opposite sex 

as the first drawn Person. Thirty-three heterosexual pedo­

philes comprised the second group, of whom four drew a Person 

of the opposite sex as th© first drawn Person. The third 

group included twenty homosexual pedophiles, five of whom 

drew a Person of the opposite sex as the first dr^wn Person. 

A t test indicated no significant difference between 

any of the three groups. The author concludes that, in the 

light of his study, the sex of the first Person is no index 

of paychosexual conflicts or sexual inversion. 

11 Imanuel F. Hammer, "Relationship between Diagnosis 
of Psyohosexual Pathology and th© Sex of th© First Drawn 
person", Journal of Clinical Psychology. Vol. 10, Ko. 10, 
1964, p. 168-170. 
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This latter study had arisen from th© theory of 

csrtain authors concerning paychoaaxual development and 
is 

sexual identification. From Buck's hypothesis that sub­
jects tend to drawn their own sex and that subjects Identify 

with the drawn person, unwarranted inferences had be&n drawn 
13 

and subsequently criticized by Sloan. 

Three further studies concerning elementary school 

children »15»16 are critically evaluated by Sloan.17 The 

principal bone of contention with each study is the blind 

acceptance of certain hypotheses of Buck, which have not 

been previously validated, and their application to a parti­

cular age group. Th© hypotheses are supposedly to be tasted 

but are postulated at the outset. 

12 Isaac Jollea, "A Study of th© Validity of Some 
Hypotheses for the Qualitative Interpretation of the H-T-P 
for Children of Elementary School A&e: I. Sexual Identifica­
tion", Journal of Clinical Psychology. Vol. 8, Ho. 1, 1952, 
p. 111-118. 

13 William Sloan, "A Clinical Review of H-T-P 
Validation Studies", Journal of Cllnloal Psychology. Vol. 10, 
Ko. B, 1954, p. 143-148. 

14 Isaac Jollea, "A Study of the Validity (...): II. 
'The Phalic Tree* as an Indicator of Psychosaxual Conflict", 
Journal of Clinical Psychology. Vol. 8, No. 3, 1952, p. 843-255. 

15 Isaac Jolles and Harry S. Beck, "A Study of th© 
Validity (,..): III. Horizontal Placement", Journal of Clini­
cal Psychology, Vol. 9, No. E, 1953, p. 161-1647 

IS ( «A study of the Validity (...): IV. 
Vertical Placement", Journal of Clinical Psychology. Vol. 9, 
Ko. 2, 1953, p. l64-ll7V 

17 Sloan, pp.. Pit., p. 143-148. 
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The brief review of th® aforementioned s tudios does 

not pretend to be complete, Th® purpose has baon to attempt 

to poin t out the main fa l l acy in much of the previous r e ­

search with the E-T-P: the blind acceptance of In te rp re t ive 

hypotheses and t h e i r app l ica t ion to various fields of study. 

In the following sec t ion , the wr i t e r w i l l discuss a 

p a r t i c u l a r approach to research with the H-T-P. Tha two 

previous s tud ies per t inen t to the present r<3set>r<Jh pro jec t 

w i l l be c r i t i c a l l y evaluated. 

3 . The Qual i ta t ive Approach. 

*£k® H-T-P was des imed as a projeotlv© too l to aid 

the c l i n lo i an in e l i c i t i n g data concerning the s e n s i t i v i t y , 

ma tu r i ty , f l e x i b i l i t y , e f f i c iency , and the degree of i n t e ­

gra t ion of a s u b j e c t ' s pe r sona l i t y . The drawing of the dyna­

mic and fami l ia r concepts of House, Tree* and Person was 

thought to help p ro jec t conscious and unconscious s t r uc tu r a l 

elements of p e r s o n a l i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y the subject*a deepest 

f a n t a s i e s , con f l i c t s and f e a r s . I t was t o serve as a canvas 

upon which the subject would pa in t h is personal i ty s t rengths 

and weaknesses.*8 

18 Kmanuel » . Hammer, the ^-T-p Cl in ica l Research 
Manual. Beverly H i l l s , Ca l i fo rn ia , Western Psychological 
Se rv i ces , January 1955, p . 1-97. 
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Since its inception, the H-T-P has remained primarily 

an Intuitive tool rather than a scientifically validated one. 

The need for experimentally controlled validation studies 

has been stressed by several authors and is aptly statsd by 

Holaberg and V-eohaler: 

(...) To the extent that this technique can be 
validated and its interpretation more objectively 
defined — to that axtent will it be possible to 
train more clinicians in its valid use.19 

Various authors w»*'x» bave suggested certain 

drawing elements and their interpretations as a particular 

approach to the understanding of figure drawings. This Is 

23 
known as the Qualitative Approach. Hammer feels it is 

expedient to break down th® many elements and their inter­

pretations into categories of needs, traits, strengths, 

conflicts and psychiatric symptoms and, defences. He has 

19 J.D. Holzberg and H. Wechsler, "The Validity of 
Human Form Drawings as a Moaaure of Personality deviation", 
Journal of Projective Techniques, Vol. 14, 1950, p. 345. 
Quoted by Hammer. Op. Jit.. p . T . 

20 John K. Buck, Administration and Interpretation.of 
the H-T-P Test. V.A, Hoapltal, Hichmond , Virginla , 1950, """"""' 
1-67 p. 

SI Emanuel F. Hammer, "Guide to qualitative Research 
with the &Vf>P", Journal of General Psychology. Vol. 51, 
Ho. 1, p. 41-60. 

2E Isaac Jolles, Catalogue of Qualitative Interpre­
tation on the H-T-P. Beverly Hills, California, Western 
Psychological Services, 1952, p. 1-97. 

23 Emanuel F. Hammer, The H-T-P Clinical Kesea.roh 
Manual. Op. Pit., p. 1-58. 
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compiled the various Interpretive lte&s and lists! tham under 

partisular categories according to their hypothesized 

interpre t&tion. 

In the present study, the items inferred as indicative 

of hostility and aggression are examined. The aim of the 

study is to test the validity of each individual Item. Pre­

vious research with these specific items has ajpsrently been 

limited to a study of the Items as a group. 

Hammer"* administered H-T-^* s to four hundred Begro 

and White school children, ranging in grede level fro© first 

to eighth, to study the frustration-aggression hypothesis as 

applied to the sooio-racial area. The drawings were rated 

by six clinicians on a three point scale of acgrenaion: none, 

mild and severe. The drawings were placed in random order 

of Hegroes and Whites by grade level so that none of the 

judges knew whether they were rating drawings by Hegro or 

White subjects. The criteria for judgment were the qualita­

tive items hypothesized to indicate hostility and aggression. 

The author's assumption, based on the frustration­
's 

aggression hypothesis, was that the Hegro group would show 

24 Imanuel F. Hammer, ̂ Frustratlon-Aggression Hypo­
thesis Extended to Soclo-Hacial Areas; Comparison of Negro 
and Ttfhlts Qhildran's H-T-P's", The rsyohiatrlc Quarterly. 
Vol. 87, No. 4, 1953, p. 597-607. 

25 John Doli&rd, ate al.. Frustration and Aggression. 
Hew Haven, tale University Press, 1939, vil-^09 p. 
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more aggression because of the frustration incurred by social 

discrimination. The seen results of the hostility and 

aggression rating for all the grades of white children was 

.308 and .823 for the Kegro children. A £ score of 12.56 

was statistically significant at far better than the one 

per cent level of confidence. Indications are, concludes 

the author, the drawings of the $egro children suggest greater 

feelings of frustration produced by a restraining environment, 

with concomitant feelings of hostility and a desire to react 

aggressively. 

It appears that, in the study cited above, the author 

has selected two groups on the assumption that they differ 

according to the frustration-aggression hypothesis and then 

concludes that the hypothesis may be applied to the sooio-

racial area because of his findings with Interpretive items 

which have been hypothesized rather than validated. 

Goldstein and Rawn26 tested th® validity of certain 

interpretive signs of aggression by means of artificially 

induced feelings of aggression. Thirty-nine male and female 

attendants at a state mental hospital were asked to draw the 

human figure both before and after being told that their work 

week would be increased by four hours with no increase in pay. 

m w i w w w — » » « — M ^ W — i »» n — — w » 

E6 Arnold P. Goldstein and Moss L. Rawn, "The Vali­
dity of Interpretive Signs of Aggression in the Drawla? of 
the Human Figure", Journal of Clinical Psychology. Vol. 13, 
Ho. 2, 1957, p. 1 6 9 ^ l T ^ — ~~~^ 
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The drawings completed before and after the observed aggres­

sive reaction were studied for: 1) greater degree of line 

pressure; S) greater figure size; 5) greater number of speci­

fic details interpreted as representing aggression; and 4) 

greater overall subjective impression of aggression by two 

clinical psychologists. 

The results were that th® first, second and fourth 

signs of aggression were not significantly different in the 

two sets of drawings. Th® specific interpretive details, 

however, were significantly different in the two sets of 

drawings at the .01 level of confidence. The statistical 

r.ethod employed was the ohi-square technique. The authors 

conclude that aggression is expressed symbolically rather 

than in a graphomotor manner. 

4. Statement of Problem: The Hypothesis. 

The foregoing, brief review of the literature was 

presented as an orientation toward the present study which 

attempts to validate specific scoring items on the H-T-P. 

Previous research has been effected, in part, on the assump­

tion that the interpretive items are valid. Other studies 

have shown that certain items when considered ae a group may 

b® validly interpreted as Indicative of a particular per­

sonality trait. 
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In the present study, an attempt is made to validate 

individual interpretive items suggested as Indicators of hos­

tility and aggression. The population Is composed of two 

groups of inmates who had been sentenced to a maximum security 

institution. The subjects in the experimental group are 

characterized by their overt aggressive behaviour during 

incarceration which resulted in their placement In a segre­

gated area of the penitentiary. The subjects in the control 

group, on the other hand, are characterized by their good 

behaviour which resulted in their placement within a minimum 

security camp. 

The following chapter will present a more complete 

description of the tool employed in the study, the population 

and the statistical techniques used in analyzing the obtained 

data. 

The hypothesis under study, presented in the null 

form, is as follows: Individual qualitative scoring items 

on the H-T-P are not significantly different between a group 

of segregated, maximum security penitentiary Inmates and a 

group of minimum seourlty inmates. 



CHAPTER II 

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN 

The present chapter concerns itself with the proce­

dures followed In carrying out the experiment Itself. It 

contains a description of the specific tool employed, an 

investigation of the population and a presentation of the 

techniques used in th© statistical analysis of the obtained 

data. 

1. The Tool. 

Oertain qualitative scoring items are suggested In 

t h e H-T-P literature1'2 as indicative of hostility and aggres­

sion. A li.t of these items was compiled by the writer and 

appears in Appendix 1. The list is comprised of seventeen 

items each prefixed by a code number to indicate in which 

drawing or drawings the particular item may be found. The 

letter G refers to th© one general item which may be found 

in any or all of the drawings. The letter H. refers to those 

1 Emanuel F, Hammer, "Guide for Qualitative Research 
with the H-T-P", Journal of General Psychology. Vol. 51, 
1954, p. 41-60. 

£ Isaao Jollee, A. Catalogue for the Qualitative In ter­
ra tation of the H-T-P. Beverly Hills, -Jaliforni®, Western 
sychological Services, 195H, p. 1-97. 
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items which fflay be found in the drawings of the HOURS; the 

letter T, to those Items which may be found In the drawings 

of the Tree; the letter P, to those items which may be found 

in the drawings of the Person. 

Hammer offers a rationale for a number of the quali­

tative items. Item Gl, drawings made conspicuously too large 

for the page: 

(...) tends to indicate a feeling of great frus­
tration produced by a restraining environment with 
concomitant feelings of hostility and a desire to 
react aggressively, either against the environment, 
the self or both.3 

Item H3, the drawing of attic windows which are open: 

(...) implies hostile phantasy which causes the 
person guilt. It has been observed that subjects 
who are extremely prone to phantasy in hostile fashion 
frequently provide themselves with what may be called 
*safety valves* by drawing open windows in the area 
symbolizing phantasy thinking, the roof.4 

Item T3, the sid© of the page employed as the edge of th® 

tree: 

(...) implies space constriction with resultant 
heightened sensitivity and a strong suggestion of 
aggressive-reactive tendencies which may or may not 
be well suppressed.5 

3 Emanuel F. Hammer, The H-T-P Clinical Research 
Manual. Beverly Hills, California, Western Psychological 
Services, January 1955, p. 39. 

4 Xbid.. p. 39. 

5 Ibid., p. 9. 
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Item P4, well-outlined but unshaded hair, "suggests hostile 

phantasy concerning sexual matters''.0 Item P7, sharply 

squared shoulders, "connotes over-defensive, hostile attitudes'4. 

The rationale, according to Hammer, for the remaining items 

is that hostility and aggression is "clearly Indicated" or 

"strongly implied". 

It appeared to the writer as though some of the quali­

tative items lacked clarity and &ay have proved susceptible 

to varied interpretation. An attempt was made to objectify 

those items which seemed ambiguous. A judgment sheet was 

composed including all the items and an explanatory note 

beside those which were not clear. A uniform set of instruc­

tions was drawn up and placed at the top of the sheet. The 

judgment sheet is illustrated in Appendix B. 

Bucks designed the H-T-P primarily as an individual 

test. After the drawings had been completed by the subject, 

an interrogation form was to be completed by the examiner 

asking the subject questions. It is Buck's contention that 

the drawings often arouse a strong emotional reaction which 

6 Hammer, Op. Pit., p. 39. 

7 Ibid., p. 39. 

8 Ibid., p. 39. 

9 John H. Buck, "The H-T-P Technique, a vualitative 
and -Quantitative Scoring Manual", Journal of Cllnloal Psycho­
logy. Vol. 4, Ho. 4, 1948, p. 319-396. 
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may result in the verbal expression of previously suppressed 

material. 

For the present study, however, Buck's method was 

modified. Since part of th© testing was in a segregated area 

of a maximum security penitentiary, security measures had to 

be taken. It was not feasible to remove the inmates from 

their cells, so the testing was conducted along the cell 

range. A range contained twelve cells with on inmate per 

cell. As tiiis study dealt with specific qualitative items in 

the drawings, the post-drawing interrogation period was 

dispensed with. 

Each subject was provided with the standard Ko. 2 

pencil with eraser and an unmarked sheet of white paper, size 

8$" by 11". The Instructions, glvan in both French and 

English, were as follows: "Simply by free hand, without 

copying, tracing or using a ruler, I want you to draw a 

house (tree, person)"; "Siaplement de longue main, sans 

copier, calquer ou 1'emploi de la rfegle. je veux que vous 

desslnez une maison." For the drawing of the person, it was 

stipulated that the drawing was to be of the whole body. 

Questions were parried with the phrase: "Just do as well as 

you can"; "Faltes votr® possible." 
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2. The Population. 

The entire population of the study consisted of 

inmates who had baen sentenced to th© aaxlmum security peni­

tentiary, St. Vincent de Paul. Criterion for sentencing to 

a penitentiary is conviction of an indictable offence 

punishable by a minimum penalty of two years incarceration. 

An attempt was made to select two groups representa­

tive of the extremes in overt eggresslvlty within an inmate 

population. Since the classification and placement of in­

mates is decided upon their behaviour during Incarceration, 

there was easy access to an "aggressive group" and a group 

relatively free from aggression. 

The term "aggressive group" is applied to the experi­

mental group and operationally defined as follows: those 

inmates who, because of their overt aggressive behaviour 

during incarceration, were considered a threat to the secur­

ity and well-being of th® institution and, consequently, 

placed In a segregated area of the penitentiary. This 

segregated area is not to be construed as a punishment sector 

for those Inmates who have been reported for a misdemeanour. 

On the other hand, it is a punitive detention for those 

extreme oases who have actively participated in th© physical 

destruction of the institution, those who are known to insti­

gate others in undermining the authorities and, finally, 
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these who have exerted physical violence upon an officer or 

other inmate. 

An individual may not be placed in Segregation arbi­

trarily. A Segregation Cojamlttee, comprised of three to 

five members, weighs the evidence and gravity of a particular 

offenoe and decides the placement of the inmate concerned. 

Unanimous consent of the committee members is required to 

place the inmate in Segregation. 

The experimental group encompasses the entire popu­

lation of Segregation, a total of sixty-three inmates. Since 

the writer had been in direct contact with these inmates for 

some six months prior to the testing, their co-operation was 

elicited verbally. Th© consent of each Inmate was obtained. 

The control group, those relatively free from aggres­

sion, Is operationally defined as follows: that group com­

prised of inmates who, because of their good behaviour during 

Incarceration had boen considered suitable transferees to a 

medium security Institution and subsequently to a minimum 

security institution. A total of seventy-one Inmates, the 

entire population of the minimum security Farm Camp, was 

tested. Groups of twelve inmates were brought to the refec­

tory by the Director of the Camp and Introduced to the writer. 

The main point stressed to both inmate groups was the fact 

that none of the obtained Information would, be for institu­

tional use and that their co-operation or lack of it would 
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have no bearing on their present status. It is felt that 

this facilitated matters for obtaining and maintaining the 

co-operation of all inmates. 

The physical environment of Segregation and th® Farm 

Gamp wouH seen to have aoae bearing on the aggressivity of 

1Q 

the inmates. It has been suggested that aggression is 

always a consequence of frustration and the intensity of 

aggresslvity should vary directly with the Intensity of frus­

tration. It would seem as though all forms of incarceration 

would frustrate at least some of the physical needs and de­

sires of the individual. Sinoe all the inmates in the study 

were originally sentenced to a maximum security penitentiary, 

yet one group were eventually placed in Segregation and the 

other group in a minlsaum security setting, it may be well to 

explain the principal differences between the two places. 

Segregation and the Farm Gamp exemplify the extremes 

in security and restrictive measures within a penal environ­

ment. The Farm Carap, on the one hand, is an open setting 

in which Inmates work an eight-hour day and are entitled to 

many privileges including television, hobbies and private 

visits of one nour duration, bi-monthly. No armed guards are 

present and eating and sleeping accommodations are communal. 

10 John Doilard, at al. , Frustration and Agression. 
Now Haven, Tale University Frees, 1939, p. 28-37. 
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On the other hand, the segregated inmates are not aocorded 

the above-mentioned privileges. Visits are restricted to one 

a month of a half-hour duration and in the presence of two 

custodial officers. Living quarters are a cell, within a 

walled-in area, inside the maximum security institution. 

The inmates are confined to the cell permanently, except for 

a half-hour walk each day in a specially guarded enclosure. 

Though both settings are restrictive and apparently 

constitute a frustration of certain desires, it would seem 

as though the extreme measures adopted in Segregation are 

indicative of a more intense frustration. According to 

Dollard this should result in more Intense aggresslvlty. 

To further describe the two groups, the inmate files 

were perused and the information is recorded in Table I. The 

mean number of penitentiary terms served, including the pre­

sent sentence, is 2,5 terms in the experimental group and 

1.9 in the control group. The mean length of present sentence 

is 7.9 years in the experimental group and 2,8 years in the 

control group. The discrepancy here may be explained by the 

convictions, previous and present, for assault or violence 

which tend to increase the length of sentence. In the experi­

mental group the mean for previous convictions including 

assault or violence is ,67 and for present convictions 

11 Dollard, at al.. Op. Pit., p. 28-37. 
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Table I.-

Biographioal Deta on Ixperlmeatal Group and Control Group 
Obtained from Inmate Records. 

Variable 
Experimental 
Group (H:63) 

Control 
Group(K:71) 

No. of penitentiary terms 

Length of present sentence 

2.5 1.9 

7.9 years 2.8 years 

86.1 yrs.(R:18-44) S4.2(R:2Q-S6) 

Admitted school grade 7.1 grade 

Educational level 3.4 grade 

Previous convictions8 

including assault or violence .67 

Present convictions® 
including assault or violence .49 

Time served on present 
sentence 8.3 years 

a Information obtained from R.C.M.P. 

6.0 grade 

2.7 grade 

.S8 

.10 

1.3 years 

report on file. 
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including as sau l t or v io lence , .49 . In the control <?roup 

the aeans are .28 and .10 r e spec t ive ly . 

The mean admitted school grade i s 7.1 grade, exper i ­

mental croup; G.O grade, control group. Th© educational 

l e v e l , as est&blishod by the educational supervisor when the 

inmate en te r s the p e n i t e n t i a r y , i s 3.4 grade, experimental 

group; C.7 control group. The time served on present sentence 

up t o tent ing period Is £.3 y e a r s , experimental group; 1,3 

ye a r s , c on t r ol group. 

There i s a wide discrepancy between the mean rage of 

the two groups: 26.1 yea r s , experimental group; 34.8 yea r s , 

control group. The age ron^e ia 18 - 44 years and 20 - 56 

years r e spec t ive ly . V?hlle there i s a discrepancy in the 

nean &z® between the two groups, there Is nothing In th© 

l i t e r a t u r e to suggest t ha t t h i s would be an i n f l u e n t i a l 

v a r i a b l e . 

The ribove-ff;ention©d var iab les were compiled from 

Inmate f i lar , and t>re meant as an added desc r ip t ion of the 

groups. The two Variables concerning convictions including 

a s s a u l t or violence indica te behaviour before Incarcera t ion 

and point in the same d l r a c t l c n as the indicated dif ferences 

between the groups with respect to c r i t e r i a for inmate 

placement: behaviour during inca rce ra t ion . 
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3 . Method of Data Analysis. 

The drawings of a House, a Trea and a Person from 

each inmate within th© experimental and control groups con­

s i s t ed of one hundred and t h i r t y - f o u r setB of drawings. One 

subject in the experimental group refused to drav, the Person 

and two subjects in the control group refused to draw the 

Tree and the Person. These drawings were to be c losely 

sc ru t in ized and judged as to whether each item was present 

or absent . 

To ensure the r e l i a b i l i t y of the judgments, three 

judges, including the w r i t e r , were to study a l l the se t s of 

drawings independently. A judgment shee t , i l l u s t r a t e d In 

Appendix 2 , was provided for each judfe with every sa t of 

drawings. The s e t s of drawings were then d i s t r ibu ted in 

random order . Ho jud^e knew from which sroup the p a r t i c u l a r 

se t of drawings came. 

Since the judgments were to be based only on the 

presence or absence of each s ign , fa ra l l l a r i ty vdth th© H-T-P 

or p ro jec t ive techniques in general vas not necessary. Tne 

o ther two judges, both college graduates , were chosen by 

the w r i t e r . Twenty s e t s of drawings, apar t from those in 

the present study were judged as a t r a i n i n g period. The 

judgment sheets for th© twenty s e t s of drawings were com­

ple ted independently, a f t e r which the th ree judges discussed 
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the reasons for t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r judgments. This t r i a l 

per iod , together with the o b j e c t l f i c a t i o n of the j u d ^ n t 

shee t , attempted to e s t a b l i s h a uniform approach to the 

i tems. 

The drawings in the present study were then judged 

independently and without d i scuss ion . Th© t o t a l frequencies 

of presence and absence for every item on the three s e t s of 

judsaients were tabulated and in tar - judge r e l i a b i l i t y 

expressed in terms of proport ion of a^reer:.ent. The r e s u l t s 

are recorded in the following chapter . 

To e s t a b l i s h one f ina l se t of jud/*ments for ©aoh 

item on a l l the drawings, the presence or absence of the 

ite&s was determined on a two out of three b a s i s . Th® ch i -

square technique v*as used to e s t a b l i s h the di r{nificance of 

difference between the frequencies of each item in th® two 

groups whose t h e o r e t i c a l frequency was f ive or over. A four 
i s c e l l t ab l e was employed and the formula was as follows: 

X2
 a ^ (ad - bc)^ 

(a+b) (c+d) (a+c) (b+d) 

For those l t e a s In which the t h e o r e t i c a l ce l l f r e ­

quency was l e s s than twenty-f ive , Yate ' s Correction for 
13 

Continuity formula was used: 

12 Lawrence T. Dayhaw, Manuel de Statlstlque, Edition 
de 1'Unlveralte' d'Qtte^a. Ottawa, 1958, p. 389. 

13 Ibid., p. 398. 
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N 
8 z H ( l a d - be/ - g _ _ 

(a-f-b) (cn-d) ( a + c ) ( b - r d ) 

The following chapter will present the results of 

the procedures outlined in the present chapter. A discussion 

of those results together with the Implications for further 

research will be included. 



CHAPTER III 

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

This chapter is divided into three sections. The 

results of interjudge reliability are reoorded in th© first 

section. The second section presents the items which 

occurred frequently enough to be considered statistically. 

The final section discusses the results of the procedures 

used in the study. 

1. Interjudge Sellabllity. 

Interjudge reliability was computed in terms of pro­

portion of agreement for the seventeen items on all sets of 

drawings. One subjeot in the experimental ^roup refused to 

draw the Person and two subjects in th® control group refused 

to draw the Tree and the Person. The range, in terms of 

proportion of agreement, for the experimental group was ,9S 

to 1.00; for the control group, .90 to 1,00; for the entire 

population of the study, .91 to 1,00, 

The isean proportion of acreafnsnt was computed for 

each combination of two judges (A-B, B-C, A-C) on the total 

seventeen itesas for the experimental group, the control 

group and the entire population. Table II illustrates the 

reliability proportions for the experimental and control 

group; Table ill for the combined groups. 
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Table I I . -

Interjudge Heliability for Items within the Experimental 
Group and the Control Group In Terms of 

Proportion of Agreement. 

ISxperlmental Group Control Group 
A - B B - C A-C Item A-B B-C A-C 

. 9 4 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 7 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 8 

1.00 

. 9 8 

. 9 2 

. 9 8 

1.00 

. 9 7 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 5 

. 9 7 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 8 

1.00 

. 9 7 

. 9 2 

. 9 8 

1.00 

. 9 7 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 D 

. 9 7 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 8 

. 9 4 

1.00 

1,00 

Gl 

HI 

H2 

H3 

Tl 

TS 

T3 

T4 

T5 

P I 

P 2 

PS 

P4 

P5 

P6 

P7 

P8 

. 9 4 

1.00 

. 96 

.97 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 6 

. 9 4 

. 9 7 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 0 

. 9 7 

1.00 

. 9 4 

1.00 

•96 

.97 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 6 

. 9 4 

. 9 4 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 8 

1,00 

. 9 4 

. 9 1 

1.00 

. 9 7 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 7 

. 9 7 

. 9 4 

1.00 

1.00 

. 9 8 

1.00 

. 9 3 

. 9 4 

1.00 
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Table I I I . -

Inter judge R e l i a b i l i t y fo r Items within the Combined Groups 
in Terms of Proport ion of Agreement. 

Item A-B B-C A-C 

Gl 

HI 

H2 

H3 

Tl 

T2 

T3 

T4 

T5 

PI 

¥Z 

P3 

P4 

P5 

P6 

P7 

.94 

1.00 

.98 

,98 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.98 

.95 

.98 

1,00 

.99 

1.00 

.99 

.91 

.96 

.96 

1.00 

,98 

.98 

1,00 

1.00 

1.00 

.95 

.95 

.97 

1.00 

.99 

.99 

.98 

.93 

.95 

.97 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.96 

.97 

.97 

1.00 

1.00 

.99 

.99 

.93 

.97 



PIHtSWTATiaH AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 31 

2. Significance of Statistically Frequent Itenis. 

Of the seventeen interpretive items under study, 

eight occurred in sufficient frequency to be considered 

statistically: 

Item Gl, Drawings made conspicuously too large 
for the page, without adequate space 
framing them; 

Item HH, Windows without panes, curtains or 
shutters; 

Item T4, Two dimensional branches resembling 
clubs; 

Item TS, Sharply pointed branches or leaves; 

Item PI, A mutilated Person; 

Item P3, Prominent teeth; 

Item P6, Sharply pointed fingers or toes; 

Item P7, Sharply squared shoulders. 

Table IV lists the raw frequencies for all the 

items. 

Table V presents th® chi-square values and levels of 

confidence for the eight items described above. 
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Table IV.-

Raw Frequencies of th® Presence and Absence of th® Items in 
the Experimental Group and the Control Group. 

Experimental Group Control Group 
Item Presence Absence Presence Absence 

Gl 

HI 
H2 
H3 

Tl 
T2 
T3 
T4 
T5 

PI 
P2 
P3 
P4 
P5 
P6 
P7 
P8 

9 

0 
3 
£ 

1 
0 
1 
21 
36 

IS 
4 
2 
2 
7 
20 
33 
0 

54 

63 
80 
61 

62 
63 
62 
42 
27 

49 
58 
60 
60 
55 
42 
29 
62 

10 

0 
7 
3 

0 
0 
0 
26 
54 

26 
0 
0 
2 
3 
26 
28 
0 

61 

71 
64 
68 

69 
09 
69 
43 
15 

43 
69 
69 
67 
66 
43 
41 
69 
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Table V.-

Ghi-Square Values and Level of Confidence for Items which 
Occurred i n Suf f ic ien t Frequency t o 

Merit S t a t i s t i c a l Considerat ion. 

Item X2 

.046 

2 . 1 

.300 

7.78 

5.2 

3.32 

.245 

2 . 1 

P 

.80 

.20 

.50 

.01 

.03 

.10 

.50 

.SO 

01 

H2 

T4 

T5 

PI 

P5 

P6 

P7 
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3 . Discussion of Resu l t s . 

The high proport ion of agreement among the t h r ee 

judges , i a determining the presence or absence of the qua l i ­

t a t i v e i tems, i s not to be a t t r i b u t e d so le ly to the ob jec t ! -

f i cat ion of the i tems. I t was obvious from the discuss Ion 

during th© t r a i n i n g period tha t the judges were not in 

agreement as to the exact meaning of the i tems, even with 

the accompanying explanatory no te . I t was only a f t e r d i s ­

cussion of each item tha t they were eble to understand the 

Item in approximately the same way. 

Since the present study attempted to va l ida te the 

i t ems , i t was mandatory to f i r s t have r e l i a b l e judgments. 

The t r a in ing per iod , described in the previous chapter , was 

designed to meet t h i s end. I t i s the w r i t e r ' s opinion tha t 

the i t ems , even when ob j ec t i f i ed , are subject to variad 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and would l i k e l y r e s u l t in unre l i ab le 

judgments. 

Of the seventeen i n t e r p r e t i v e items under s tudy, 

only e ight had frequencies high enough to be considered by 

the chi-square technique. Of the eight items with su f f i c i en t 

frequency, Item T5, sharply pointed branches or l eaves , i s 

s i g n i f i c a n t s t the .01 l e v e l of confidence, and Item P I , a 

mut i la ted Person, i s s i gn i f i c an t a t the .03 l e v e l of confi­

dence. Hone of the o ther s ix items proved s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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The ohi-square method was employed to determine the 

significance of difference. However, to understand the dif­

ferences which occurred it is necessary to see the direction 

of the raw frequencies. 

As illustrated in Table IV, three items did not 

appear in any drawing of either group. Item HI, a degraded 

House, Item T2, Tree with looping Una as branch structure 

and two vertical lines as trunk, and Item P8, arms folded 

across the chest, all were judged as bain? absent from every 

drawing. 

The groups in the present study were differentiated 

by their behaviour, either overtly aggressiva or non-

aggressive, during incarceration. However, both groups 

comprise a criminal population. All th© individuals within 

this population have been convicted of breaking an estab­

lished law, serious enough to warrant at least two years 

incarceration. By definition, this type of behaviour is 

aggressive behaviour, and items, suggested as indicative 

of hostility and aggression, would be expected to appear in 

the drawings of such a population. 

In the light of this study, the threo above-

mentioned items are not Indicative of hostility and 

1 John Dollard, et al. . Frustration and Aggression. 
Hew Haven, Tale University Press, 1939, p. 110-141. 
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aggression. The validity of th© other six items, which were 

not of sufficient frequency, is likewise doubtful. The 

extremely low frequencies of items present would counter-

indicate even a combination of these signs as indicative of 

hostility and aggression. 

Of the eight items which occurred in sufficient fre-

queney to merit statistical consideration, five of them 

point in the direction opposite to the expected. Along with 

items T5 and PI, which ©re significantly different between 

the two groups, the frequency of Items EZt T4-, and P6 is 

greater in the control group than in the experimental group. 

The frequencies of the remaining three items, Gl, P5, and 

P7, are greater in the experimental group than in the 

control group. 

Though the results of the eight items are conflicting, 

they may still be interpreted as indicative of hostility and 

aggression. A plausible explanation may be that the items 

do not distinguish between overt and covert aggression and 

may be more sensitive to covert aggression. As mentioned 

before, the oriminal behaviour of both groups Is indicative 

of some previous aggressive bshaviour. In the control group, 

this aggressivity has apparently become repressed or 

suppressed and may be expressed symbolically in the projec­

tive drawings. The experimental group, on the other hand, 

is composed of individuals who have continually expressed 
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much overt hostility and aggression. Perhaps the -physical 

expression of aggression replaces, for the greater part, any 

symbolic expression of the same. 

However, any interpretation of these eight items as 

indicative of hostility and aggression, either as a group or 

individually, must be tempered by the fact that only two 

items were judged to be present more often then absent. 

Item T5, in both the experimental end the control group, was 

present more often than absent. Item ^7 was judged present 

more often than absent in the experimental group only. 
2 Hammer stresses that no one sign may be taken alone as a 

definite sign of a strength or weakness in a subject. 

However, if signs, considered as a constellation, are to 

have any weight their individual validity should first be 

established. 

Z F,manuel F. Hammer, The H-T-P Clinical Research 
Manual. Beverly Hills, California, Western Psychological 
Services, January 1955, p. 2, 



SUMMARY AKD CONCLUSIONS 

The present paper reported on the validity of speci­

fic qualitative items interpreted on the H-T-P as indicative 

of hostility and aggression. A review of the literature 

included the rationale underlying projective techniques in 

general and the H-T-P test in particular. Previous research 

with the qualitative approach to the yraa of hostility and 

aggression was critioally evaluated. The hypothesis that 

individual qualitative scoring items on the H-T-P are not 

significantly different between a group of segregated maximum 

security penitentiary inmates and a nroup of minimum security 

inmates was tested and the procedures recorded, along with a 

description of tne population, in the presentation of the 

experimental design. 

The results of th© study included Interjudge relia­

bility, the rav* frequencies of all the items and the signi­

ficance of the statistically frequent items. The extremely 

low frequencies on a number of items indicated their invali­

dity in light of the present study. Though the null hypo­

thesis was rejected by two of the seventeen items, the raw 

frequencies indicated the direction of the items and the 

true interpretation of their results. The two it^me which 

were significantly different between the two jroups may not 

be interpreted as indicative of aggression as stipulated hy 
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the operational definitions. On the other hand, an explana­

tion for their interpretation as indicative of covert 

aggression is preferred. 

The possibilities for further research are based upon 

a more explicit set of Items to ensure reliable judgments. 

Since a training period for the judges was necessary to main­

tain a similar approach to the items, a complete reliability 

study is suggested. 

A cross-validation study with an Inmate group and a 

non-inmate group may further clarify the discriminatory value 

of the Items. The idea of overt as opposed to covert 

aggression and their susceptibility to the H-T-P technics 

may be better understood with more divergent groups. 
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SCORING ITEMS 

To facilitate th® calculation of the final judgments, 

the scoring items are prefixed by a cod® number. G refers 

to the one item which may be present in any of the three 

drawings in each set. H refers to the items which may be 

present in the drawings of the House. T refers to the items 

which may be present in the drawings of the Tree. P refers 

to the items which may be present in the drawings of the 

Person. 

Gl Drawings made conspicuously too large for 
the page, without adequate space framing 
them. 

HI A degraded House; 

H2 Windows without panes, curtains or shutters; 

H3 Attic windows which are open. 

Tl A degraded Tree; 

T2 Tree with looping line as branch structure 
(unclosed at junction with trunk) and two 
vertical lines as trunk; 

T3 Side of the page used us th© ed«e of the 
Tree; 

T4 Two dimensional branches resembling clubs; 

T5 Sharply pointed branones or leaves. 
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PI A mutilated Person; 

P2 Person carrying a weapon; 

P3 Person In a threatening attitude; 

P4 Well outlined but unshaded hair; 

P5 Prominent teeth; 

P6 Sharply pointed fingers or toes; 

P7 Sharply squared shoulders; 

P8 Arms folded across the chest. 
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JUDGJCT'T SHEET 

CHECK 1ACH ITEM LISTED BELOW, WITH THE ACCOMPANYING SET OF 
DRAWINGS AND 21AKK ON THE DOTTED, MAROIHAL LIHS STIETHBJR TM 
PARTICULAR ITEM IS PEfSKKT OE ABSEHT. SHOULD THE ITS1I BS 
P&1S1NT IK A DRAWING, MAHK A PLUS 31GU (+ ); SHOULD THP 
ITEM BE ABSJKT, MAKK A iiKRO ( 0 ). MAKE A MARK (+ or 0) FOH 
1ACH ITEM. 

Gl. Any drawing conspicuoulsy too large for the page 
(without at least 1 Inch space framing it). 

HI. Degraded House (details drawn on or around the 
House which would bo degrading to the style or 
form of House drawn). 

H2. Windows without panes, curtains and shutters 
(simply an enclosed white space). 

H3. Attic windows which are open (those windows drawn 
within the roof structure). 

Tl. Degraded Tree (details drawn on or around the 
Tree which would be degrading to the style or 
form of Tree drawn). 

T2. Tree with looping line a® branch structure 
(unclosed at junction with trunk) and two vertical 
lines as trunk, 

T3. Side of the pas® used as the edge of the Tree 

(side of page replacing drawn line). 

T4. Two dimensional branches resembling clubs. 

T5. Sharply pointed branches or leeves. 
PI. A mutilated Person (any dismembering or disfigura­

tion; artistic quality of figure drawn is not to 
be considered). 

P2. Person carrying a weapon. 
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Person in a threatening attitude (fist upraised, 
etc. , etc...). 

$ell outlined but unshaded hair. 

Proainent teeth (not necessarily protruding 
teeth). 

Sharply pointed fingers or toes. 

Sharply squared shoulders, (including shoulders 
cut of proportion with body drawn). 

Arms folded across the chest. 
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ABSTRACT OP 

The Validity of Some Qualitative Scoring Items, in Terms of 
Hostility and" te^re'ssi'onTon the brswln̂ -s of a 
" House. Tree. and Fersonl 

Tnis study Investigated the validity of certain 

qualitative items on the H-T-P suggested in the literature 

as indicative of hostility and aggression. Seventeen iteias 

were compiled and objeotlfied in an attempt to decrease the 

subjectivity of the scoring. The aim of the study was to 

establish whether these individual Items were significantly 

different between a group of segregated, maximum security 

penitentiary inmates and a group of minimum security inmates. 

The H-T-P drawings of the population of 134 Inmates 

were Independently judged by three judges as to the presence 

or absence of the seventeen Items. Interjudge reliability 

was determined in terras of proportion of agreement and 

ranged from .90 to 1.00. The chl-square technique of 

analysis was employed to determine the significance of 

difference of those iteass which occurred in sufficient 

frequency to merit statistical consideration. 

1 Paul *T. Williams, master's thesis presented to 
the School of Psychology and Education of tne University of 
Ottawa, Ontario, May 1964, viii-46 p. 
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Eight of the seventeen itotas occurred frequently 

enough to be considered statistically. One of theae items 

was significant at the ,01 level of confidence; a second at 

the ,03 level. The direction of five of the eight iteias 

including the two significant ones \,QS opposite to that 

expected, as the raw frequencies were higher la th® control 

group than in the experimental sroup. 

The interpretation of all results was in the light 

of the raw frequencies. The axtreaely low frequencies cast 

doubt on the value of certain items whether considered alone 

or within a group of items. The direction of the frequen­

cies brought to question the d isoriminatory velue of the 

qualitative approach as to covert and overt aggression. 

Suggestions for further research centered around a need for 

an extensive reliability study and a further cross-

validation study. 


