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" INTRODUCTION

It is over elghty years sznce the . one thousand

‘volunteers of the Royal Canadzan Reglment embarked on the .
" Allan vessel "SARDINIAN®. These troops formed part of
fCanada s first overseas mllitary campalgn and were bound

for the southern tlp of Afrlca to a551st Brltaln aga;nst:
- two small Afrlkaner states 1n the second Anglo-Boer i

War (1899 1902) Over seven thousand Canadians volun- a
' teered therr servzces ln thls confllct. In addltlon to

'the troops there were Canadlan correspondents, doctors{

englneers nurses. prlests and teachers who went to

: ;South Afrlca at ‘the turn of the century Many dld not |

return - some were kllled in actlon. some dled of

"‘dlsease, whlle others chose to settle in South Africa.

Any student searchlng for a Canadlan perspectlve

on the conflact 1n southern Afrlca Wlll flnd on the one -

-,;hand that there has been cons1derable wrltlng on

rmperlal sentlment in Canada at the end of the nlne-

teenth century and on the other hand,'much research

% "Not all saw action since many landed in South Africa .

‘after the peace and others did garrlson duty 1n
f,Hallfax .
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on the effects of the South-African;War? onh domestic‘
politics. However, there is a paucity of serious
: hlstorlcal studles on Canada's actual partxc;patlon ln

"'thewar ! _

Indeed Canada's part;c;patlon ln the Boer War,-
while minor 1n comparlson to Canada s lnvolvement in
both world wars, has been almost totally.overlooked by

_ hlstordans.** In a survey of the 11terature on Canada s
.role in South Afrlca wrltten in 1938 W.B-. Kerrl stated

. that the best accomnt of the Canadlan act1v1t1es was
still’ ‘that of a Britlsh cfflcer written in 190? He..~
wrote that ".... from the standpolnt of hlstory the .

' Canadlan accounts leave much to be de51red w3 and hls‘

- flnal comment lS as true today as. it was forty years .
'ago: -"there';s no\offmclal hlstorg.and no-sat;sfactory'“;
general. acedunt fof.the public.“u In a recent bib;
‘llography dJ. Granatsteln and P Stevens relterate that
"there is no modern mllltary ‘history of the Boer War _

Cand’ the Canadlan role in 1t.“5 These\sentipents were
echoed by Desmond Morton in hlS blography of Sir Wllllam

Otter,’ and he suggests why such neglect 1s to be

% _The name - most commonly used by Canadian hlstorlans.

‘Also often described as "The Boer War »

## Recently ‘there’ have been some 1mportant studies such
as Morton's work on-Otter, and Carman Miller's '
5001o-econom1c analy513 of the troops.
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Militia Department.“

an event unlque in the annals of Canadlan ml

f'regretted: “Canada s part;cmpatlon 1n the South Afrlcan

War-has been oddly 1gnored by hlstorlans. and a rlch veln

of soc1al hlstory could be tapped by 'students who choose

to examlne the extens;ve statlstlcal records of the

6.'..

‘One of my maln purposes. therefore, 1s to mlne this

. vein --- along wlth varlous others that exist --- and in
'doing so to help complete what I feel 15 a sadly in-

:complete record. Focusing thlS theszs on the Royal

Canadlan Dragoons seemed an approprlate selectlon for .

two 1mportant reasons: the flrst 1s that there has been - -‘.i

no examlnatlon of the role of a Canadlan mounted

f—reglment in action and mounted men formed the bulk of ’

' the Canadian. contlngents. The second reason is that the

regiment -played an imporitant role in the war; they won,

for example, three Vlctorla Crosses. in one’ -x: ment,

1jhlstory.' The main purpose of thls the51s . then 1f“f

assess and to descrlbe the ‘role of a Canadlan mounted

' reglment g01ng to war at the “turn of “the century -— .

why they volunteered how they llved. fought and died

- and what they ‘achieved. It is a response to Desmond

:Morton s urglng "to- follow the troops 1n "the fleld. n?

A wide range ‘of sources has, beén consulted—{n

completing the theszs. Wherever posszble prlmary

N materaal has been used. some of it actually uncovered
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durlng the research for thls study .The prlmary materlal

, anludes memoxrs of RCD veterans. contemporary magaz;ne

articles, war correSpondents' reports, off1c1al reports,

. and pamphlets. I located collections of private papers

and have made exten31ve use of the 1etters and diaries of

1nd1v1duals such as Anderson. Heron, Hllder. Smith and

. ~Turner. UnpubllShed offlclal records ln the form of

reglmental diarles. attestatlon papers and mllltary

_ correSpondence have also proved useful.

The maaor reposztory of soyrce material is the
Publlc Archlves of Canada. and the materlal is located

malnly ln the Public Records and the Manuscrlpt D1v1510ns. .A

_ The Newspaper DdVlSlon of the Natlonal lerary has an

exten51ve collectlon of newspapers of the period,
lncludlng_a number of-South.Afrlcan publlcatlons. Other

repositories that have proved useful in7this projecp o

: have been the Directorate of Hlstory of the Department

.;o /
T of Natlonal Defence,'the-Canadlan War Museum. and the

- Royal Canadlan Dragoons_Reglmental Museum at.C.F.B.

Gagetown.
"ihe'secondary source material consists mainly of

articles,  books and unpublished dlssertatlons. Ini

addition. use has also been made of prlmary and secondary S

sources in Afrlkaans. _

ThlS study commences Wlth the background to the.

L 4

participation of-the RCD 1n.the.war. _The next. haptere
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takes the regimenf thrﬁugh recruitment and‘training.
across the Atlantic to Cape Town and then by train to
the front. Succeeding chapters descrlbe the trlals and
tribulations of the campaign, flnally bringing weary and
often d13111u51oned men back to- Canada at the end of
their term of ser?lce. The concluding chapter “contains -
a_summafion of the role and gchievements_of the.regiment

in the war.
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. CHAPTER I - THE BACKGROUND

Positive chenges were transforming. the military
system in Canada at the turn of the century. This was

made.posgible by the pro;ressive refofﬁs of General

‘Officers Commanding like Ivor Hexbert and E. T H. _ﬁutton.

_the threat of American intervehtion, a changed attltude

on the part of the government and an altered publlc_

‘perception of the role of the military. There were still

problems such as politicai patronage, but a new direction
‘ ' $
in military matters was gradually being fashioned.

- The country was divided into\%welve military
districts with the'headqﬁarters of its ﬁepartmént of
Milit?a and Defence in Ottawa. ' The acrimonious relation-
éhip between ‘minister and general' over control of the
Mllltla Department reached its c¢limax durlng Hutton's
term as General Offlcer Commanding (1898-1900) 1 In

1899 the_M1nlster of” Mllltla and Defence was

. Dr. F.¥. Borden, a medicaI'practitioner‘from Nova Scotiz,

-~

and his Deputy-minister was LieutendntAColopel

L.F. Pinault. The Department was divided into a civil
brénch énd a mil%té?y branch, and the civil branch had
the réspongibiiity of éupplying the South African
contingenté and arranging tranéportation.

_Thg'flgdgling perméheht force, numbering about

f_’960 men;vwas buiit around the artillery, cavalry and

v; s
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_ infantry regiments. ~Thésé were based'réSPecfively‘ét

Klngston and Quebec, Toronto and W1nn1peg. and London.
Toronto. St. Jean and Frederlcton. In addltlon. however.'
there was a‘Volunteer Mllltla, which was entltled to a
total establishment of 2,996 offlcersnand_34,309 ranks at

2 The actual number on

the time of the South African War.
strength fell considerabiy_sho;t of these figures,
however. The Volunteer Miiitia:were divided into city
and rural corps.r Clty ‘militia units usually drilled-
weekly, -and by 1899'rural ‘units were attendlng regular

summer camps.- The mllltary system beneflted also from -

“the addition of 1mproved equipment, such as machlne guns

and Lee Enfleld rlfles. A major shortcpmlng in the
permanent force -at’ the outbreak of the South African War.
was a-iack of administrative deﬁartments o thgré‘waéano“
Corps of Eﬁgineers'nor an Army Medical Corps, although

a start was made to establish such;debartments during:
the war yéa}s, ' | |

-

While these changes were taking place in the -.

. Canadian military system war broke out between. Britain

. . L3 - . .
and the Boer ;epublics in- October, 1899. The war was .
the culmination of a century of friction and conflict.

The simmering feud was ekacefbated 5y fhg discovery o£~

o - Zuid-Afrikaanse Republlk (Transvaal) and the Orange. - .
Free State. T . .



gold on the Witwatersrand in 1886 and the subsequent.

influx of "Uitlanders”. To protect the Transvaal Bdérs'

. ‘from politlcal ‘and cultural domlnatlon these alien
. workers were denled political rlghts for a lengthy

- period. Certaln nining magnates. such as Cec11 Rhodes )

and Alfred Belt who .had accumulated vast fortunes-
in gold and diamond mlnlng were. determined to brlng the

Transvaal under British control, and attempted to 'do so

by exploiting ®uitlander” dissatisfactipn.3' An invasion-

of the Transvaal, planned by the "gold bugs" and launched
'":_;n 1895 ‘under Dr. Jameson;'failed'dismally. The |

abortifé‘Jameson Raid confifmed the fears of Efitish

expanszon, and exped;ted a Boer drlve to seek allles in

:Europe._

" In.May," 189?, Alfred Mllner was appoxnted Brltlsh

ngh Commzsszoner 1n Cape Town. ThlS was - a cruclal

appqlntment 51nce Mllner was 1o play a de0151ve role in
the events that l;d'to the oufbreak of war. He was.
concerned about the Qecllne of Brltlsh power in inter-
natlonal affalrs and flrmly belleved that only the
consolidation of the Emplre could arrest ity extenalng

Brltlsh control over the Transvaal and integrating it

*in the Empire was an essential part of his plan_for

imperial consolidétion.“ Milner developed a close

‘relationsﬁip‘with the mining magnates,.and'hafing

" skilfully deceived Joseph Chamberlain, set about using .

-

o’



' Offers of troopslfrom'officers commanding militia units’

:he had announced ‘that Canadlan troops . would only be -

. Ao-

-

5

the Boers into a declaratlon of war

On Monday. the 9th of October at- 1700 hours. ‘the

' State Secretary of Zuldqﬁfrlkaanse Republlk (Transvaal)

dellvered an ultlmatum to the Brltlsh agent ln Pretorla.

‘demandlng that the British Government withdraw lts

: troops-from the borders of the Transvaal..‘Two days

later the Brltlsh government replled with a reaectlon

Fd

of the ultlmatum and the two Boer republlcs declared

* .war on Britain.

During the late snmmer'of 1899 Cana&ian public’

interest in ‘the confrontatlon 1n South Afrlca began

_grow1ng rapldly. Propaganda from polltlclans, pulplt

and press created a preseure on Engllsh-speaklng poli-

ticians for participation in the feud in southern-Africa.

poured into Ottawa. 'Tgp_Qoer declaratlon cf war on the

" 1lth of October pushed public ‘emotion to fever-pltch in
l Engllsh-Canada and thereby confronted Sir Wilfrid Laurler

with a dilemma. A few days earller on the #th of October |

.calleo out-yo defend Canada and then only_w1th the

'approval of” Parliament. But returning from a visit to

Chicago he found himself faced by a divided cabinet ---
English-Canadian membere demended'invoivement in the

conflict, while Israel Tarte led Quebec's opposition

,5the plight. of the "uitlanders" as a pretext for p§ovoking E

- .
P -
S

-~
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;to'participation'in an imperial war. ‘Eventually a ':
declslon was reached that offered the best‘oﬁportunity.
of securing the tenure of the Liberal governnent. On
the 13th of October the cabinet by order-in 4council
announced that the Canadian government would equlp and.

transport volunteers to South. Afrlca.

The process of}enlisting the volunteers was
immediately'set in motion. Twelve enrolment centres
were designated and these: corresponded approxlmatelgf
with the twelve mllltary districts into which Canada was
divided. It_had been dEClded to send a_reglment of
1,000 infantry, composed of eight companiés, under
command of LieutenantrColonel'w. Otter. Applications -
for positions, both officers and-ranks, poured in to
~ most recruiting centres. {Company captains assisted by
local commanding officers selected.the men on the basis
of physique and character, knowledge of drill and rifle
-skllls. Positions were’ open’ to members of the small
: permanent force and the militia, and in areas where Co

recrultlng was dlsapp01nt1ng individuals wlth no mllltary
| ralnlng were accepted.‘ A-Sp&Clal oath was admlnlstered
" verbally and once the attestation\paper was signed and
witnessed the recruit was formally/én/the pay of the
- ‘Department of Mllltla and Defence.*’W1th1n fifteen days
the wolunteers from Halifax torV1ctor1a had assembled

'in Quebec and in the late aftermoon of the 30th of



" should future events necessmtate ‘i%.

. - 2-

lOctober. 1899, the converted cattleshlp "Sardinian”

salled down the St. Lawrence to:an enthu31ast1c farewell.

The w1ldly cheerlng crowd had barely d;sgersed from
the docks when Laurler offered a second Canadlan con— ‘
tlngent to the Brltlsh government.6 These were - the
early days -of: the ‘war, days- of buoyant expectatlons'

" when v1ctory aga1nst the upstart Boers was regarded as -

a 'mere matter of marching'. Consequently the. War Offlce:

“declined the offer, although it was very appreclatrve -of
Canadian support.- However. the Brltlsh Governmentcdld
_“lndlcate that a possrble acceptance-would be con51dered
7 The dlsastrous
Brltlsh setbacks of mld-December. 1899, collectlvely h

known as "Black Wweek", brought about a change of

-e

Coa

heart. In a cable dated the 16th of Qecember. 1899;
Mr. Chamberleiﬂ, the Colonial Secretary. “ndicated that
Her Maaesty s Government would gladly aocept a second

‘contlngent from Canada.s' Within the ‘short span of "two

. months the British authorities had learned that lnfaptry :

‘were no match-for the elusive Boers, and the request
" specifically mentioned trained mounted-troops.g,
_ On the 20th of December the Canadian government

issued provisional orders for the formation of a

-

O December 10th- l5th. 1899 lStormberg, Magersfontein,:
and Colenso. ' ST oo T

]
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regiment-bf mounted rifles and three batteries of field
artlllery, and the followlng day the Governor-General
cabled the Colonlal Secretary with detalls of the

compos;tlon of the contlngent, The regiment of mounted

rifles was composed of two battalions designated the

1st and 2nd Battalioﬁ, the Canadian Mounted Rifles.lo -

‘Each battalion was divided into two squadrons. The’

nupieus of the lst Battalion comprised officers and men

N ' . +*
o{Jphe Royal Canadian Dragoons (RCD}.
The Royal Canadiamr Dragoons traced their o:igins

to the early cavalry units formed in the province of

' Canada in thé mid nineteenth century.. The formal

formation of the regiment dated from -the Militia Act

of 1883, which established/gf;;;hqgeﬁjkpébps-in Canada.

" The act empowered the government to organize permanent

" schools ef'artiileey;'inféntry and cavalry, -and it is

" from the lat}er, based at Quebec, fhat the RCD developed.
‘Shortly after the North-West Rebellioﬂ in 1885 a

Mounted Infanpry:School comprisihg'one hundred- men

' was established at Winnipeg. In 1892 the Winnipeg and

" . Quebec troope were merged to form the Canadian Dragoons

and the following year ‘they received the designation.

" # 0n the 1lst of -August, 1900 the name of the 1st

Battalion, the focus of this study, was changed to

"<+ fhe Royal Canadian Dragoons and it will be referred

‘to @s such throughout this study.” The 2nd Battalion
will be referred to as the Canadian Mounted Rifles.

-

" See Appendlx.

N
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‘“Royal". The Quebec troop was renamed A sq \dron ‘and

.moved to’ Stanley Barracks in. Toronto in 1893¢'wh11e

the Mounted Infantry School became B squadro% and

‘ remalned 1n Wlnnlpeg.. In 1895 Lieutenant-Colonel -

F L Lessard assumed command qf the Royal Canadlan Dragoons‘

at thelr Stanley Barracks headquarters in Toronto.ll o

tIt was thls unit, that formed the core of the 1st Battallon,u

Canadlan Mounted leles that salled to South Africa as

part of the second contlngent.

- "'I .
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L ‘1 For an excellent écépunt.of this relationship: see
: . Desmond Morton, Ministers and Generals, . ,
: " (Torontos - University of ?onqnfo Press.il9?0).'
. 2?;i am grateful'to‘Mr.,B.-Greenhous‘bf;fhe Directorate
, - . of History, Department of National Defence for  this
¥ . information. _ C S o i
3‘_§homﬁs Pakénhaﬁ.'Tha_gger War, (London: weidenfeld-
- .’and Nicolson, 1979). pp. 56. 89. o '
_ L Ibid., pp. ZQr zl‘: 31--353 64,
: 5 Ibidc. \p' 115- . | . . . .
6" Canada, Department of Militié and Defence, ' . :
. Supplementary Reports Organization, Equipment, ..
i ' tch and Service of” the Cahadian Contingents .
- during the War in South Africa (1899-1900), .No. 354,
ig01, p. 67. N S ‘ - , '
'7..Ipid.,'p;'6?; 
& TIbid., p. 68."
9 Ibid., p. 68.
lOﬁ'angdg.'Depaftment of Militia and Defence, ° _
.. Militia Orders, 1899. No. 271, 28 December, 1899.
.."11 Based on auforfthming‘géntennialjhistory of tﬂe
' Royal Canadian Dragoons by Brereton Greenhous.-
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CHAPTER II - AFRICA BOUND

‘The lst Battallon (RCD) was organlzed in two

flocked to- the enrolment centres

"country to MLlltla headquarters in Ottawa.

.squadrons (A and B). w1th four troops in each squadron and
.a headquarters staff of flfty -three. for a total of 3?1 all
-There were scenes of unbounded enthu51asm as men
to enllst, some even
:,dropplng their mllltla ranks to enrol as prlvates.l

' Telegrams from volunteers poured 1n “from across the--«*—

By the 3rd

of - January the recrultlng of 371 men: for the, 1lst Battallon

* had. been completed. one- quarter were from the permanent

force, largely pral Canadlan Dragoons, and the remalnder-

were volunteer mllatlamen andhcxv1llans.2

+*

oA Sq__dron -

- 15t Troop

., 2nd Troop.

3rd ‘Troop

- 4th Troop

'B'_Squadron

o 1st Troop.

.2nd.Tr00p

3rd Troop

" 4th. Troop

Place ‘of Enrolment

Toronto
‘Toronto and .
St Catharlnes
Ottawa and Montreal
London and Kingston

. Place'of-Enrolment

Toronto

. Toronto
Montreal
Toronto

&
Wlnnlpeg

‘;Portage la Prairie,-

Virden, Brandon,

" Yorkton and Winnipeg .

Montreal, Quebec,
Cookshire
Sussex NB,

‘St. John, NB, and’

Cannlng NS.

_Concentration Centre

Winnipeg

Winnipeg

Quebec

Hallfax 3

See appendlx for the oath that 'was" admlnlstered.

!V‘

-r.

Vo

' ConcentrationVCentre;.
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: routine and subjected to the strictest military'discipline.

-

Communltxes from Wlnnlpeg to'Hallfax trled to -outdo-

. one another-ln honourlng their volunteers.‘ Oyster
--suppers and beneflt concerts were held to ralse money to

"prov1de the men w1th extrarcash and addltlonal 11fe'

1nsurance. “In a- declslon motlvated partly by patrlotlsm

and partly by proflt the - London and Lancanshlre L;fe

‘ Assurance Company offered to insure the llves of the

soldlers for an addltlonal 5% When the orders arrlved

-

for the-troops to move to, the centres of concentratlon

there were rou31ng farewells at- the rallway statlons.

'd Many towns declared half—holldays and festooned thelr )

streets thh flags buntlng and banners. and not: even the

‘chilly January weather could- cool the ardour of the

townsfolk ‘as. they cheered their men to the statlons.d

Toronto. Montreal Wlnnlpeg. Quebec and Hallfax

_had been de51gnated as p01nts of concentratlon for the -

troops and in these cities- preparatlens Were under way

- for the serious business of war., The farewell _cheers

to

: were still ‘ringing in thelr ears as the men who gathered

.in Montreal found themselves thrust into a rlgorous

"There was scarcely a spare moment in a day that commenced

Ry

at- & a.m. and terminated with lights-out at 10:15 p.m.,

and included three to four honrs of drill, caring fer the

. horses and drawing' supplies. The officers were determined

that their_men would be thoroughly prepared'for the |
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. African vei@*iand they were uhsparing in'their-emphasis

Con excéllence.' Be31des the. occas;onal brlef break for a.

game’ of Canadlan football 1n the drlll shed the only free °

'-tlme for readlng, wrltlng and relaxlng was after church uﬂ

' parade on Sunday. Speclal leawe was granted only on

~rare occasions, one of these bsing. for last minute .

" in Quebec on the 8th of: January and enaoyed a day S

weddlngs* Lleutenant Turner was marrled at the Cathedral

leave in Montreal with his brlde.5 but Corporal Colllns'

was less -fortunate and he had to leave for Montreal

"immediately after a hasty wedding.ceremony ih Ottawa.

: The recrults.ln Montreal were treated to an unusual

evening's entertainment courtesy of the American Blograph

_ Company when they were shown some of the flrst mov1ng

plctures ever fllmed on the fIEld of battle. A great

' cheer echoed through the hall when action scenes involving

the first Canadlan qontlngent in South Afrlca appeared on

6 ’ ‘ | | . e

the screen.

While the men were engaged in preparatory training.

. some of the afficers were assigned to select horses for

© . the contingent. They were as rigorous in their choice

of animals as in theé selectlon of the men. The qualities
that they sought included an easy temperament,aJumplng

ability and endurance. One Friday in early January

* The flat, grass-covered South African prairie.

-
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the Montreal Brlll Hall took on the appearance of a ‘J
medlaeval horse-falr -‘when sellers from miles around .
paraded three hundred anlmals. The . offlcers carefully .

sS‘ele,cted forty sturdy chargers. reaectlng many good |

mounts because thelr talls were not long enough to -

' dlscourage the Afrlcan flles. All unbroken horses were

placed in the charge of 'a former mounted pollceman for.
tralnlng 7 : ‘:“ . _

In Ottawa the Militia Department took ‘on’ the
appearance of a busy rallway statlon as the outflttlng |
of the second contlngent got under’ way. Many staff .
members worked through the‘New Year weekend preparing ‘
supplies for ?orwarding to .recruiting and concentration .
centres:and to Halifax, the port of émbarkation. Equipment,
such as.springwagone with tarpaulin tops; wae"purchased
locally and Treighted directly to Halifax. ,

The 1st Battalion (RCD) had been scheduled to depart

from Halifax on the converted Elder-Dempster freighter,

. "Montezuma®, in .late Janyary. fTo avoid congestion and.
- confusion at the port of embarka;ion departures from the

-centres of concentration were staggered. The western

éroup comprising troops 1 and 2 of B squadron set out
from Winnipeg on the 8th of January, 1900. It was an

unusually mild w1nter ‘day when the eighty men under

“i Major V.A.S. Williams marchedpooatless through Winnipeg

to the railway station where, - amidst tearful-farewells
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.for buttons
- C.P. Spe01al rolled eastwards through “the - snow-clad

them to the battlefleld ln dlstant Afrlca. Enthu51asm

.set foot on Afrlcan 5011 9 .i -
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and thunderous applause. they boarded a speclal Canadlan

"Paclflc traln. The .men were accommodated 1n two tourlst

. cars. each of wh;ch -was partltloned Tor the offlcers, and

a kltchen car was attached. The‘elghty-two horses were

loaded in nlne palace-cars that provrded each horse with

'”a box—stall. Concerned Wlnnlpeggers had donated llberal

"'supplles of tobacco and 11quor and these were replenlshed v

repeatedly by enthu81ast1c crowds at way51de statlons..
.,a .

..One hlghlight of the trlp was the supper of succulent

y Sudbury turkey, and another was the dar;ng quest of the }pﬁ

northern Ontarlo glrls for soldlers buttons. The glrls

would attempt to wrench the buttons off the coats of

,junsuspectlng soldlers as they strolled along the platform

'If that method failed, they would w1lllngly trade leSES .

[ 4

. To' the rouszng aocompanlment of martlal songs the

:country51de, ever closer to the. sea “that would carry -

and confldence soared w1th the grow1ng camaraderle on

-board the troop traln The prospect of battle w1th . .
the Boers who had the temerlty to challenge the mlght of -

the Brltlsh Emplre was 1ntox1cat1ng to .even the most‘

palelc trooper. But underlylng the excltement was the

‘nagging concern that 1t would be all over before they

4"\
—y

1)
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In Montreal the same fervent farewells were repeated

-ifor the local volunteers._ Thousands llned the streets on

_ /) Ta chzlly Thursday night to ‘cheer the troops as they

marched through the fallxng snow-to Bonaventure Statlon.

Amldst.the stlrrlng music of the Pol;ce Band and the

- rou51ng rendltlons of “Rule Brltannla“ and "The Maple

. Leaf Forever", the men of third troop, A squadron
struggled through the backslaps and handshakes of the
seething crowd to the waiting.cars. It was midnight
before the-Intercolonial trainisteamed slowly out of the
.station to the tahe_of "When Johhny comes marching‘home
again" and gathered speed .ds it~headed out‘into the
darkness. |

- Quebec éave Lieutehant Turner'e troop\a spectacular
send-off, surpassing in number and spirit the farewell to

the first contingent two months earlier.t®

Hundreds of
residents in snow-shoes lined the streets with flaming
torchee and thousands more thronged the station to bid
farewell.

Disappointment awaited the troops, however, for as
the troop-trains were converging on Halifax rumours of
. delay were circulating in the port ¢ity. The Cahadian;

" government had negotiated with the Elder-Dempster Company

for the_use.of‘the "Montezuma" as a troop-carrier..

Shortly after her arrival from New ‘Orleans some crew |

members'were;quarantined with suspected typhoid supposedly



caused'by contaminated drinking water in the.ship s
tanks. A medical board ruled that the "Montezuma" was
unsafe as a treop—carrier Despite ‘protests by the .
blder-Dempster Company -the government reaected the
vessel as a transport Shlp and_the Company reluctantlyj
agreed 1o replecelher with the freighter “Milwaukee®,
which had originally been chartered to take mules to
Cape Town. ‘A major.conversion would heve‘to be under-
taken as soon as the vessel reached port and her deperture
for'southern Africa was tentatively scheduled for mid-
. February. ~When the delay was announced it was decided
‘that the Toronto detachment would remain ‘in Toronto
until. shortly before the “Milwaukee“ was due to sail.
. The delay caused disapp01ntment but it did permit more
_ time ‘for baSic training of the recruits. .
‘The winnipeg men were the first to arrive in Halifax
and they set-up quarters 1n the Exhibition buildings at.
Willow Park in the north-west part of the city. The.
_ long, low exhibition tables doubled as beds and lockers;.
straw-filled mattresses covered with two grey blankets
were laid‘out and the soldiers kit was piled at the end.'

The horses were only‘slightly less'comfortable in the

livestock building.ll Colleagues from Montreal, Quebec

.®* Troops 1,.-2, and 4 of A squadron and the headquarters.

stafi;- ThlS constituted almost half the battalion.

-
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and New'Brunswlck arrived shortly'afterwards to-tahe up
“residence at willoﬁ Park. 'Dressed in the uniforms‘of
the permanent force and of most of the volunteer cavalry
reglments in Canada they were 2 motley group of recrults.
However. w;thln a few days the equlpment sent from Ottawa
was distributed and the khaki unlforms, stetson hats and.
leather boots with spurs transformed the contingent'into
'a well-groomed unit. ‘ ' o
Whlle irritated at the delayed departure, Magor

-

- ' *
'-._.A S. Williams, the senior Dragoon offlcer in Halifax,

". was nevertheless grateful that he had a month to prepare

his men, and he prescrlbed a busy dally schedule of
mounted, dismounted and sklrmlshlng drlll. The bxhlbltlon_
"track was used for tralnlng the green mounts and occasion-
' ally for light rellef the Dragoons would challenge the
Mounted Pollce 10 a Speed contest.- The western broncos
had greater ‘speed and endurance than the horses purchased
‘in the -east and 1nvar1ably the "Mountles",carrled the aay.
A number of the recrdits were inexperienced'horsemen and}
" they had dlfflculty handllng the splrlted steeds. One

"balnt John volunteer, William Anderson, had set hlS

* Colonel Lessard who had been appointed:to command
. .the lst Battalion wds already in South Africa and
Colonel T.D.B. Evans was still with the Toronto

detachment. ‘ .
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'1_heart on flghtlng for the Queen in South Afrlca. but

~when he falled his rldlng test’ he was reaected for

serv1ce.12 Undaunted by his fallure and resolute in his

determlnatlon to JOln the Mounted leles. he practlsed

his riding daily with the assistance of a frlendly

sergeant. The Dragoons nad not seen the last of
William Anderson.

Meanwhlle the troops were belng trained to operate

‘under battle condltlons. Mounted 1nfantry minor tactlcs

revalved around a group of four men. At the command the

: whole squadron would gallop up to a de51gnated place

' where three men in each group would dismount and advance

with their rifles. The remaining member -Was the horse-
holder and it’ wasahls responsibility to lead the horses
to the nearest cover and wait there mounted, ready to
return promptly at the call-of the troop offlcer.
Controlllng three riderless horses was no easy task for‘
an inexperlenced rider with a rifle slung across his
back and initially there were numerous riderless horses
wandering all ovVer the Halifax commcn:13 |

As the men became more proficient Major Wi;liams

put them through their paces in front of enthusiastic

‘crowds on the Common. They drilled in different formations™’

and then practiSed escorting the guns and tactical
approaches to trenches. Blank ammunition was.used- to

simulate battlefleld condltlons. and in one. excltlng
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ekercise the squé&ron fode several miles down the
Wlndsor road and u51ng 'blanks/rtreed to flush an
imaginary enemy from the woods. ‘As Major W1111ams was to
p01nt out in his farewell speech prior to embarkatlon,-
the five-week sojcurn had provided invaluable experience.
Tor fhe‘men: it had ihuredkthem to the rigcﬁrs of miliﬁafy_
life and had transformed raw recruits into ffained'troogers;:'
There. were deficiencies:in‘the tfaining, however. Pfivate
Hilder complained that less than a day was devoted to-

~rifle practice and little igstruction was given -the men

.in -the use-and'care of the Lee-Enfield rifles;l4

In one’
last memorable review the 1st Battallon thrlllec a large
crowd with a cleverly-planned storming of uhe Cltadel
In succe551ve waves they charged fell back wheeled and
charged again, but the lndomltable old fortress refused
to be taken by mere mounted men. |

The Haligonians took the troops to their hearts
and showered them with genuine hospitality; theg were
invited into .homes, and they were en#ertained at parties
and - dances. The mayor spearheaded a drive to raise'funds'
for the entertainment of the men. With so meny'soldiere |
in the city incidents were likely'to occur; some were
humofous, others less so. One of the more amusing:
occured at a soc}al evening as a Dragoon was dencing with
- @ prominent young socialite. While they were whirling

around the floor his spur became entangled in the lece



_collapsed in: paroxysms of mlrth..
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of her’petticoat.: As they disengaged and moved abart

the pettlboat began unravelllng and the embarrassed

young lady was soon tralllng yards of expensmve lace. The

hostess hastened to the rescue w1th a palr of- scxssors

'and separated ‘the spur from the lace as the guests

15

Some of the c1ty ladles were_ a llttle too zeg}ous

-ln the welcome they extended to the soldlers and the Mayor'

had to 1ssue strlct orders to Chlef of Pollce to keep

them from the mens' quarters‘._l6 One of the Halifax 7 -

- newspapers warned- parents to keep-their daughters away '

from the partly‘t;Vlllzed westerners" The men ﬁere'

‘incensed at this statement and one evenrng a dozen called

at the editor's house. He was grabbed when he came to

the door and escorted to- the garden where one of the
cowboys had thrown a rope ‘over a sturdy branch and had

fashloned 2 noose. The edltor was informed that unless

" 'he apologised and retracted the‘statement he-would be-

hanged.in his own garden. The following day the retraction

appeared in the newspaper.t?

On the whole the:civilian and military elements'gdt
along very well together and the pollce chlef spoke

hlghly of the mens‘.conduct. To repay some of the.kindness

-of_tbe‘c1t1zens the troops arranged. an “at home" at

Willow Park early in February, and proved tnemselves

exemplary hosts in a highly successful and thoroughly

enaoyable evenlng



. attack on Jerusalem, contended that war -against slavery
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Sundays folIQWed 2 similar pattern during the stay
in Halifax: church parade was a regular feature. and
after. a hearty midday meal the, men were usually free to

pursue their own leisure'interests. The Sunday sermons

-invariably included’ reference to ‘the conflict in Africa.

some-openly exhorting support. others moxre muted and

Iphilosophical in their analy51s of war... In a ‘Sermon that '

could have been delivered by an Afrikaner 'dominee‘

.in the Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk 'in Pretoria. the

Reverend Armitage. n51ng as his reference Sennacherib s

.~

and oppreSSion was Justified. S e -'. .

Januaryrwas a busy.month for Halifdx: one..thousand

_volunteers ‘converged on the c1ty from across Canada.

and two- troopships departed for Cape Town. The Dragoons
participated in an impressive inspection ceremony on.the -

departure of the Canadlan Mounted Rifles. and formed

i\;art/gf the cavalcade 1n the chaotic and exuberant

arewell proceSSion to the docks where the ship that

"' would carry them to South Africa- lay waiting Once inside
the dockyard they lined up on their mounts and cheered

.'lustily as the.mounted,police and cowboys embarked in

r2

® Clergyman

.‘** Second Ghronicles. Chapter 32, Verse B: He has human

power, but we have the-Lord our God to help us- and to
fight our battles.18
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single file. The realization that the Western battalion‘
would soon be engaged in’ battle with Kruger's cohorts
brought pangs, ‘of envy to' the: Dragoons who would ‘have to
content themselvesquthgmock—battles on-the‘Common for"
another three weeks.lg“d i ‘ '
The "Mllwaukee“ flnally arrlved from New Orleans
on Sunday evenlng. the uth of February An atmosphere of
'"frenetlc act1v1ty prevalled as 350 tradesmen. scurrying
.and. scrambllng llke so many. ants. feverlshly set to work
to prepare the Shlp for her ‘scheduled departure. Under
:’the able superv151on of Captaln Crelghton, Superlntendent
fof the blder-Dempster Company, carpenters, machlnlsts,'-
bollermakers. sallmahers, tlnsmlths.and plumbers spared
‘.no effort to transform the frelghter "Mllwaukee into the
;troopshlp "Mllwaukee" The blg freighter had accomﬁodatlon:
for only a few passengers and- quarters ‘had to ‘be created T
for 600 troops-and even more horses. Dormltorles,- |
store—rooms. gaileﬁs'and ice-chests-had to be carved out )
of ‘her cavernous 1nnards..wh11e the bare 1ron decks had.
- to be floored w1th wood from ‘stem to stern There was
.also 1ntense act1v1ty on the condemned "Montezuma" as

-workmen dlsmantled lnstallatlons like the horse stal}s_

© and transferred them to the. "Mllwaukee" 20
The Company had offered to transport Red Cross
'parcels for, the First Contlngent free of charge and

'hundreds of packages were arriving in Halifax. - Books

. 1
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. and magaz;nes for lelsure readxng ‘on the voyage were also-

+

arerlng in substantlal quantltles. As renovatlons '

.progressed the - v1ctualllng firms that had won contracts a
_ moved ln to superv1se loadlng the supplles. and - to keep
Ca sharp lookout for pllferage. Nor were the needs of

‘the horses 1gnored for over 400 tons of hay was llfted

aboard and stored for the voyage. Then the artlllery

pleces and wagons were holsted aboard whlle flfty men

"+ loaded the shells and bullets and deposzted them ln the

. ship's magavlne._ o : L

Rumours that pro-Boer Amerlcans from the New
England states lntended to sabotage the troopsﬁlp ..

c1rculated~1n the port clty Troops with minds focused

' ~on the fray in Afrlca gave, the stories llttle thought

N

- and less credence. Colonel Percy Sherwood, Comm1551oner.

af the Domlnlon Pollce, was less complacent and he

a351gned a number of special. constables to watch the quay,i

) mlxlng surreptltlously by day wmth the tradesmen and

malnta}nlng an unceasing nocturnal vigilance. Only one
inc¢ident was recorded: a foreigner was apprehended.
euitting-guttural sounds, but upon investigation he D

‘turned out to be an inebriated Norwegian who had wandered

} N, ’ i
. on to militdry property while seeking his ship in the

21 .

Desplte the gallant efforts  of the conver51on crew

the sheer magnltude of. the task coupled with a shortage .



on the ‘high. seas bound, for Africa.

_** South African term meaning "Ford".
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of plumbers and tlnsmlths and 1nsuff101ent natural 1ce

forced a postponemen;npf the departure date by almost a

o week - By Monday morning, l9th of February the converolon

of the "Mllwaukee“ was finally completed. After a thoroubh'

: 1nspectlon She was. handed over: off1c1ally to the government

at. noon the following day. and thlrty hours later she was “_

1he worst bllzzard of "the w1nter hammered Kalifax -

. on Sunday, 18th February and hardly a soul ventured out
. in the stlnglng, sw1r11ng SNow. Church parade was cancelled

: and the men spent a qulet day readlng, wrltlng and chattlng.

Meanwhlle thelr 1nfantry colleagues of the Flrst Contlnbent

were perlshlng on the dusty Free State veld in-numbers

i 22

not experienced_sinoe 1814, At Pzardeberg Drift .it

was Bloody Sunday for the Canadians who had been cut down

by w1ther1ng Boer crossfire after a futlle frontal asqault.

There they 1ay trapped under a searlng sun; the dead

”~

uanV1ng. the wounded gasplng w1th pain and thlrst and

the surv1vors motlonless behind any obstacle offerlng

' protectlon against the whlstllng mauser bullets. _ﬂhe

Dragoons, like the infantry, would learn that speculatlng :
about battle was dramatically different from the acdtual

experdence of battle.

Natural ice was reguired for the massive ice-chest on
board, and a spell of mild weather had caused a
shortage in the Halifax area. '
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The Toronto detachment finally entrained for Halifax

on Thursday the 'I5th of February;'.Only three thousand

: hardy souls braved the bitter weather to cheer and wave

.them out of the statlon at ?315 p-m. that evening.

Presentatlons from the city and people of Toronto had
been made in January. Each officer recelved a-paixr. of

fleld glasses. a revolver, a 51lver matohbox and twenty- :

*flve pounds. while the other ranks recelved the smlver

: matchbox and flve pounds. An insurance policy to the-

value of one thousand dollars was also taken out on the

life of each volunteer. The’ troops stopped for an early i

" breakfast at Cornwall, and arrived in Montreal at $:00 a.m.

. ‘ ) ; -
to be greeted with the exciting news that-ﬁimberley had

been relieved. Colonel Evansuwlth ‘his nlne offlcers and

.156 men and thelr horses transferred to an Intercolonlal

train and left for Hallfax an hour and-a half later,
arriylng there Qn'the evening of the,léth. A weary'
group of men trudéed off fhrouéh fhe:aftermath of the
Blizzard to_their quarters in the neﬁ Armoury huilding E
near the Citadel, whlle their colleagues in B Squadron
led the horses off to the Exhlbltlon ground.

The arrlval of the Toronto detachment mean% that

" the Dragoons were united at last and Colohel Evans

assumed command. The composition of the regiment had

* The'Boer siege of Kimberley was raised by General
French on the 15th of February, 1900.



-32- 3 ~

changed somewhat during the. time in Halifax because

thorough medical examinations had disqualified several

troopers. Pneumonla. hernla and scarlet fever had -been
the maaor causes of dlsquallflcatlon "There had been.
Some rldlng accldents but they were not serlous enough to

prevent the men from salllng. and only two of the horses:

were declared unfit for serv1ce.

The flnal da}s had arrlved'- By day the men were
busy packing klt for loadlng. cleanlng unlforms and

writing. last-minute letters to friends and relatlves'end

in. the evenings they were involved in farewell social

L - J - . -
occa51ons The Elder-Dempster "smoker” for the troops

-

on the last Saturday night was generally acclalmed to_

‘have been the best entertalnment the men had enjoyed 1n

‘Halifax. 5pecmal passes were issued to all the. men on

Monday to permlt them one last night ‘on the town‘ "and -

the troops deserted the barracks and crowded lnto the
—-
main hotels for a nlght of revelry that was free of

,iunpleasant incidents. out of town~v151tors were crowding.

1nto Hallfax visitors from as far afield as dedsor.
Ontario, had filled the hotels, and dockyard tlckets for

the departure were'eagerly sought.- The authorltles had

Captain Webster of the "Milwaukee" commented to a
reporter in New Orleans on a later voyage about the
remarkable physique of the Dragoons. Rigorous physical
examinations elimated all but the fittest, one even .
béing rejected because he had a Chlpped tooth clalmed
the Captaln 23



‘ dec;ded to issue more tlckets but to tlghten secufrtx,x
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after the chaotic dock31de scenes when the "Pomeranlan

" sailted.~ - SRR IR 4

-

Wednesday the 21st of February dawned clear and -

fine: it was a propltlous beglnnlng to the long-awalted

day. ‘The men rose early and breakfasted tocether at the

EXhlbltlon Grounds amldst scenes of Jubllatlon and_ Joyful

- camaraderie: that esprlt de corps so cruc1a1 to any

;eombat group- was'beglnnlng to develop Durlng the morning

the last of the kit ‘and the horses were taken down to the .

"Mllwaukee", but .on returnlng .to barracks it was dlscovered.

' _that one‘of Lleutenant Borden-s saddles had been forvctten.,

“William Anderson; Still unwavering in hlS determlnatlon

to accompany the Canadlan troops_to Aerca, was anxlously

~awa1t1n¢ an opportunlty to get his belonglngs aboard

‘'he mlslald saddle prov1ded an 1deal opportunlty He."

secretly crammed hlS belonglnes lnto ‘the canvas bag that

held the saddle and watched w1th bated breath and a l

fpoundlng heart as it went off. to the ship. Later in the -

mornlng phe-men_marehed down to the "Milwaukee" to depoeit;
their kdtbags;‘and carefully choosing an oppo?tune_mdMent.
Anderson guietly slipped'awa§ and concealed himself in

an isolated corner of the engine-room.zu‘ o
. . L " -

# Son of the Mlnlster of Mllltla and Defence, later
killed in action.
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'A....ten....shun'“ roared the reglmental sergeant

maaor. and %he command reverberaxed throughout“the .~

:-cawernous hall as. over three hundred robust tr00ps f: T

' smartly cllcked their heels. They presented a magnlflcent

'--spectacle as they stood erect and motlonless in broad-

brlmmed roughrlder hats and great-coats w1th thelr Lee-

‘Enfleld rlfles at their szdes wa;tlng to be 1nspected by

,Lord oeymour. Commander of the Imperlal Forces in. Canada.

It was. 2 P- m. 1he gally decorated armoury was filled to

'capac1ty with. relatlves. frlends and well-wishers. After

~ the 1nspectlon there were rous;ng speeches from'Lord

_Seymour, Lleutenant uovernor Daley of Nova Scotia and

. Dr. Borden, the Federal Mlnlster of Mllltla Major

g Williams replded'thanklng the Hallgonlans for their |

' generous and unstlntlng hospltallty.

At the’ conclu51on of the ceremony the soldiers

marched out orito the street and-cheerlng crowds engulfed

them as civilian and mllltary pollce fought to maintain

control. By comparlson the earlier troop departures were

| _but dress rehearsals fcr the Royal Canadian Dragoons,'

and on that erisp and sunny afternoon the re51dents

turned out in. thouSands to cheer the troops on thelr way
to the Cape. A gala atmosphere pervaded the c1ty as
people jammed streets, doorways and w1ndows to catch a
gllmpse of the celebrltles as they marched through streets

bedecked with flags and bunting. The speclal correspondent
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of The Montreal Star was moved to describe the scene as

“a“ébedtacle of overwhelming grandeur.“25 Interspersed .

among _the troops'were five bands whose stirring martial

-husiq whipﬁédrthe sufging throng to a'fever-pitcﬁ that
‘reached .a _crescendo as-the.serpéntine-cqlumn-ﬁanoéuvred
Ji@s way to the"dbckyard gates. The teéﬁing crowd swarmed
* around the éates: but tight security and firm control
: perﬁ;ttea oﬁlytthe 3,000 ticket-holders toﬁgaih entry,
‘and“the others‘scurriéd around seeking vantage points

~overlocking thé harbour.:

'The Dragoons formed up in-front of the "Milwaukee"

and then embarked in single file; the- last man finally

‘lcleafed‘thejgangplank one. hour "later. .Once on board
. the men dccupigd_every_possiblerlookout, some even

énscdﬁﬁiﬁ@'%hemselvesxin the rigging.° Down in thg.engine-qhi

room stowaway Anderson could hear the cheering but he

dared not expose himself to share in the. farewells for

fedr of béing-diécovered.' At 5 p.m. Captain Webster rang

orders to the erigine-room and as.+the driveshaft engaged
the prqpeller a dull -vibration spreéd thréughout the

ship signalling to the men that the adventure they had

. dreamed about so frequently in the past two months.was at

last underway.

-

The lines were cast off and the big ship was gently
manceuvred into the stream by two tugs. Oncé the hawsers

were slipped the public were allowed on the wharf and a,
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l'Ocean Wrder~Z black satin canopy of shimmering stars.
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seething mass swarmed. over'the cobbled.surface. Cheer

wafter cheer went up as’ the "Milwaukee” moved slowly away,.

'rolllng together lnto a lusty roar that crossed the water

in a serles of sonlc waves. - The troops rec1procated wlth

'thunderous applause and 301ned In the s;nglng of patrlotlc

'songs, "and then as 1f the anlSlble thread linking Shlp

and shore was. suddenly severed the tumult sub31ded. Tt

‘was as 1f all present sensed the smgnlflcance of the'
-'occaSLOnJ reports of Bloody Sunday were hauntlngly fresh

. and the p0531b111ty that many loved .ones would not return

was . too obv1ous to ignore. The subdued crowd many
wlplng tears, quletly dlspersed ‘while on board some of’
the men overcome by the emotional. farewell and move by N
the solemnlty of the_ocoa51on_sought the séclusion of

26

thelr quarters. o ) _ i
™~

Once free of the tugs, ¢hesPM11waukee" headed for
the ooen sea followed by a retlnue of small boats, -some
with bands playing natrlotlc music. CGradually they gave
up one by one and with a farewell blast on thelr whlstles
turned around and headed_back to their moorings. At
6:25 p.m. the pilot was dropped and Captain Webster
ordered full steam ahead as he nosed his ship irto a
south-easterly direction. _Care ﬁowh lay-V.bQO nautical
miles ahead. '

The "Milwaukee" steamed out into a placid Atlantic

-
4
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Most of;thé men . were up on dock‘affer-dinher smoking and
.; watchlng the twinkling llghts of the fishing v1llabes,

Sllp by .on- the starboard side.” At 8:35 p.m. the flashlnb -'
| llght of Cape Sambro llghthouse faded 1nto the darkness
severlng thelr last link with the malnland. An,exhausted
.group of men,.physically and emotlonally drained by the
day s act1v1t1es. crawled into their hammocks and were _
soon rocked to sleep by the pulsing throb of the propellor,
‘ and the gentle motion of the Shlp.z?

~ ‘The Dragoons formed only part of the_total complemeﬁt
of troops*'aboard'the "Milwaukee."--Ailctold twenty—nine
.off;cefs.;six hundred and'five-mea.’ninety~five crew and -
six hundred and fourteen horsés sailed from Halifax. |
Colonel W.D. Gordon‘had been appointed'commandingwofficof
" for the voyage with Colonel Evans second in command |

The men were up early next morning and were rrree'tcd .

'by an unusually warm day and a very calm sea. Orders such
as Boat Stations, Medical Inspoctions, and Sdoking ﬁeguiaiions
were published and the remainder o?'the.day was spent :
_organizing and establishing the daily routine. But vy
evening there was another development° thc'wind had
ﬂ started to freshen and there were ominous signs that a

storm was brewing. The next morning the "Milwaukee" wau

# The rest were largely members of 'C* Battery of the

Royal Canadian Field Artillery.

<
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fighting a raging hurrlcane, pltchlng and rolllng 1n the
turbulent seas and v1brat1ng v1olently as the thrathng
-propeller emerged from the 1cy grey water .The fact.th4t
the ship lacked heavy ballast and‘that the horses were
quartered high in the vessel only helped to‘aecentuate
the”rolling‘motion. Seasickness teok a heavf toil of the
men and few ventured down to mealéfthat-déy. Many

sought solace in fheir 3waying hammocks, but these were

no place to escape the wrath of the sea for.the swinging
of the hammocks aggravated their condition. The warning’

cry "under 5elew" was fepeated frequeﬁtly éseéshen men
leaned out of thelr hammoecks and retched uncontrollably.
The odours waftlng up from the galley only served to
exacerbate the agonles of the wretched eoldlers.
| -The horses suffered as much as the men in the
- deplorable conditions and in en effort to reduce.their
« distress Captaiﬁ Webster hove to for twelve hours in the.
' heavy sees. The hurricane.iastedlall day, buffeting -
and peunding the "Milwaukee" mefcilessly, ahd creating
near-intolerable conditions for ﬁeth_man and animal. Cn
the following day the storm began to mederate; the winds
diminished, the rqugh seas subsided and the Siege;‘.
mentality of shipboard life gradually lifted.
Sunday 25th February dawned brigﬁt and warm as 1

summer's day. ‘The tempeet had eased for the Sﬂbbﬂth{:l~
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pro;idential'development and a portent of'God's'presence
contended the Chaplaln as he conducted an 1mpr9551ve t ;_'
service on the upper deck._ A and B squadrons llned up
. on the port-and starboard 51des respectlvely with the .
. officers in front and the organlst and ch01r accompanled
by three V1ollns at number four hatch. 'Some of the sick
soldlers were brought up on thelr hammocks forfgﬁe\serﬁice.
It was ‘a mcvzng oc%a51on and as the’ words and. mu51c |
wafted over a tranqull blue sea.many of the "men were
reduced to 1:ea:c's.28

The Reverend.Lane* wasxaoly-assisted 5& Thomas Best,
the Y.M.C.A. representative;'in the religious sphere of
life on the troopship. Besides the regular Sunday"
church serfices they also conducted opﬁionai eyeniné
prayer meetings which'were well attemded. ,.uch time was
.spent counselllng men 1nd1v1dually and in grouns,
discussing thelr hopes and asplratlons and helplng them
examlne thelrﬁlnner fears of the ordeal ahead. Best had
‘brought large quandities of-literature which he‘dispensed.
among the men for use during their leisure hours.

The two men were instrumental'inlpopdlarising the

evening sing-songs and active in organizing concerts.

Lane was a vehement prohibitionist, and 'a thorn in the
side of the Government. It was rumoured that many
parllamentarlans rejoiced when it was known that he
was goling to Africallg
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Ce 1he Elder-Dempster Company ‘had donated $50 00 for the | !

o=

'purchase of lnstruments and others had* been donated and
‘-an accompllshed brass band had been assembled from among

'_,a number of talented mu51c1ans on board. rhe flrst

concert took place on the 6th of March and"the troops

were entertalned to a pleasing renderlng of popular songaﬂ -
'and recitations with excellent mu51cal accompaniment by
' the‘band. Unfortunately a lack of orchestral 1nstruments_
) thwarted tbe formation of an orchestra on board the

'troopshlp

-~

The “Mllwaukee" had undergone a maaor conver51on
and reflttlng in Halifax within the remarhably short

perlod of two. weeks. -A mule- transport with accommodation

for a handful of passengers was transformed ‘into a

'troopshlp with austere but comfortable accommodatlon for

650 men. The offlcers were prOV1ded hlth cablns and 2, )

dining room while the ranks were hdused in large

dormltorles below decks. Hammocks were strung from the -

deckheads and inltlally some men had dlfflculty staylng

in thelr swaylng berths. .There waa.llttle danger of

_falllng far wrote one trooper because uhe-hammocks were
" so close together that a man would merely tumble lnto

the ad;acent one. 30 Sleepy soldlers dldn t have to g0

far for breakfast with the mess,tables °pread out below

the hammocks they,llterally‘rolled out of bed‘and down

to breakfast! Ventilation of the cramped quarters was
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“a neoessity especially in‘tbe tropics and alr—scoops.
fans and w1ndsalls had been lnstalled to.make llfe below
decks tolerable. ‘ .
The needs of nnndreds of .sold'i'er‘s with healthy. .
appetdtes had been taken care of by the constructlon of
a large- well—equlpped galley and bake-house capable of ,
R feedlng one thousand men. An lce-room had been constructed
ﬁxamldshlps to store the fresh produce- it was 1nsulated
w1th wood and llned w1th léad and sawdust to preserve the
250 tons of 1ce.' Thirty- flve thousand pounds of beef
had been stored in the ice-room and pens for 125 sheep
had been constructed on_ the deck so that the diet of
preserved and salt meat could be varled w1th fresh mutton 31
An earller Militia Order had spelled out in mlnute detail -
the ratlons, medical supplies and water for men and
anlmals on the troopships. 32_ Adequate- prov151ons for a
' perlod of three months had been brought aboard in Halifax
_as well as 2,100 tons of fresh.water. Dlstllllng
| aoparatus capable of producing 10,000 gallons per day had -
been installed to supplement water supplles SR '“”,,
' Precautions were taken to ensure the health and
"safety of the troops. Two well—equlpped hospltals
capable of holdlng ten men each as well as a surgery‘and'
dispensary had been constructed. Elghteen large lifeboats
“had;been'added to the normal eomplement; they were
'.painted and inspected.to'ensure eomplianoe with Admiralty
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requirements. Life preservers were provided for every

individual on board, and the firefequipmept had been

'thoroughly checked

Storage space had received speclal attentlon durlng'

the renovation and numerous baggage-rooms had been carved

‘out of any available area. Space had even been found

for a guard-room and two prisons: The magazmne had been
built in an isolated part of the ship and comprised three
compartments containing artlllery shells. small arms .

ammunltlon and rockets and small arms.33 ‘It was locked

and sealed and closely guarded for the duration of the

vcyage

Accommodatlon for 650 horses had been built on
four decks in the after-section to isolate the equine

odors. The stalls, with detachable feeding troughs,

measured two feet by six feet and were separated by a

‘two inch plank. Gangways five feet in width were built

between the rows of stalls to permit the horses to be
exercised. Wooden battens were fastened to the floor
and covered with cocoa matting or sawdust to . .prevent

'slipping, and canvas hammocks were installed for use in

. ] : . : e
rough weather. A long bushy tail was essential to ward

off the swarms of flies in Africa, but the horses on
'Pomeranian’ and the 'Laurentian’' had worn off much.of

their hair by switching their tails against the stalls.



. * 250 tons'of hay. 125 tons'of oats, 60 tons of bran.
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Consequently the talls of the horees on the’ 'Mllwaukoc

were fltted with protective canvas covers.

—

-
-

A number of horses were quartered on the upper
deck and except for the first few stormy days they were
more comfortable than those below, and they suffered no

losses. The oats and baled hay were also stored on the

'-upper deck and many of the men camped in the hay ih

preference to 2 hammock below decks. Adequate forage

fer fhe veYage ﬁad been-bfougﬁt'aboard and-stored above
and below decks. Captain Webster was cencerﬁednaﬁout

the combustibility of the hay-iﬂ the ﬁold. It had becn
loaded when. covered in frost and he ordered the ﬁatches
opened and air forced in and fhis_eliminated the threat -

of fire. Daily rations for the horses.included five

pounds. of hay and five pounds of oats mixed with bran,

and as a speclal treat While they lasted, carrots on
Saturday. | _

Excellent care was prov1ded by the Veterinary Officer,
the Veterinary Surgeon and ‘the officers and men under the

most. trying circumstances. Dﬁring the first few days

~the horses suffered dreadful agonies in the heavy seas.

They were buffeted in their stalls and not hav1ng learned
to roll with the Shlp they would 1ose their footing and

collapse in the Lcy wate; that swirled over the

A
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floor.* Hav1ng surv;ved the frlgld North Atlantlc they

were ‘then subaected to the enervatlng heat of the tropics.

‘Crammed in like sardines, they sweated»and gasped for

breath in the intense heat, ﬁhiohwnot‘even'the electric
ventdlation;fans could‘mifigate. Stable - pickets worked
in ‘relays clipping,the thick winter.coars and cleaning
and disinfecting the stalls. Duty in thé fetid stench
and.eat resembled the condifions of the'dugean,staoles
and demanded almost the same herculean strength ‘and
courage- of the duty hands,aa The horses were on thelr
feet throughout the voyage and” except for being walked
aiopglthe ganéways they had no exercdse. A total of
thirty-eight were lost durigg the voyage from fever,
pneumonia- anéd heat exhadstion 35 Considering the
atrocious and contrastlng ollmatlc condlolons a loss of
6% ** was not excessiye and bears testlmony to the
attention glven-the horses by the officers end men. A
desd horse was removed from its stall immediately and'by
means of the steam winch the carcass was heaved oﬁer--

board to the waiting sharks ‘below. An intimate bond nad

developed between horse and rlder and 1t was an.agonliziling

experience for a trooper ‘to witness his moqnt belng

* For a good description see Larry Worthinﬂton,‘

The Spur and the Sprocket (Gagetown, N.B. Royai .
Canadian Dragoons, 1968}, pp. 15-16. '

#% The 'Laurentian’ lost 10% and the 'Monterey' 29%.
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dropped overboard and to watch 1t bobblng in the Shlp s
wake among the bales’ of sp0119d hay and the dorsal fins'

of the ubiquitous sharks.36 : A -3

Deep in the bowels of the ship stowaway Anderson’
suffereg the ‘torments of séasickness in silence' and

isolation OccaSLonally he would venture up on deck for

‘a breath of fresh sea air, taklng care to avoid offlcers,

and ﬁhen returnlng to the seclu51on of his comfortable
nest in. the" englne room Once hls appetlte returned

a friend arranéed for him to recelve tldblts of food,

and with recuperatlon came 2 feeling of confidence Wthh

prompted him to abandon hls warren and to 301n his

.“coméatriots. On Sth March, however, he recelved the

. shattering news that h€ was to be arralgned before the

Commandlng Officer that. morning. Not untll Lleutenant

.-

Borden whlspered in his ear that he had arranaec every—

thing and that there was nothing to worry about did he

reallze that he was belng charged only w1th 1llegal

boarding. The charge was read by the duty lleutenant

and Colonel Gordon, the Commanding offiéer, asked
W;}liam Anderson whether he‘had—anytning to say in his
defence. The'stowaway replied that nis_action was ;
motivated solély by his desire to be a soldier of the
Queen.i After a cursory deliberation with the offioers

on the tribunal Colonel Gordon announoed the punishment:”

%illiam Anderson was to be taken for medical.examination
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. and then sworn in as a brave young soldier in the 1lst

troop of A squadron. Word of the decision sodn spread

around the ship and the plucky‘stoﬁaway'was accorded ‘a

hero's rgception among the admiring troops.37

The day started with reveille at 5:30 g.mf.and .
various drills and duties kept the men occupied ﬁntil_-
lunch. Some, like stable duty, were onerous while others
like the bathing;pa;ade* were rather more pleasant.

‘smocke-breaks' ‘were eagerly awaited.. ' "Commence firing"

- was the -order permitting the 1ighting of pipeé‘and

éigafgttes;.and “Ceaséffifingﬂ signified the end of the

'smoke-bréak}. Mgst.of.fhe drills took place on the

hurricane ‘deck aﬁd here‘sergeant-majof Widgery regularly

put the_men‘through a rigorous series of calisthenics

to harden them fpr the ordeal ahead. ZLife-boat drill
was practised.assiduously, and'their competence enabled

the men to be at their stations ready to lower the boats

~within two and a half minutes, of the alarm bells ringing.

The surgeon-majdr was active organizing an ambulance
corps, and the stretcher-bearers spent two hoﬁré-a,d?y _
drilliné under an experienced corporal. A miniature _.
rifle and revolver range had been constructed at fhé“
rear end of the deck and it wasrused frequentlﬁ‘fgr

revolver practice and competitions and for rifle

-

* The men were given a choice, the canvas pool or the
fire-hose! E

- © -
- .

-
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training using the Morris Tube: One trooper lamented
'bitte:iy that'the ocean was not used as_a practice.afea.

.contending'that firing at moving targets in the sea would

have been excellent'preparation‘for'the elusive Boer*'..38
At the end of each day a nlght guard of Q1x men undcr a
corporal assumed the respon51b111ty for patrolllnb the
vessel and maintaining a ca;eful noctgrnal watch over"
the sieeping‘ship. | .

~During the course of the voyége various items of

mxlltary gear had been distributed and after the flnal

'lssue a week. out of Cape Town, the men were well- -equipped
'---for battle Thelr arms 1nc1uded 2 .45 Colt revolver and

" a 1303 long Lee-Enfield rifle with sword- ~bayonét, and

among the acqoutrements the Canadlan-developed Oliver
waistbelt for bayonet and revolver and the heavy cotton-

web bandoliers holding one hundred cariridges. Eaéh

. man hadya blue and white sergé uniform and a khaki

. . . - .
uniform, a broadbrimmed cowboy hat, 2 waterproof coat,

" boots and puttees and all the other necessities for

waging war.

Any group of men invariably finds fault with mass-

produced mezals .and the Dragoons were - no exceptlon vhere

was some Jjustification for the mutterlngs towqrdu the

# A .22 calibre tube 1nserted ln the barrels of the
rifles.

-
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end of the veyage when fresh supplies were exhausted

and the men had to be content wlth tinned meat, -soup

“and blscu;ts.. Hot weather kllled many of the sheep

and ' the mdtton tasted odd.39 Condensed sea-water, which:

was' both discoloured and brackish, replaced fresh-water
and althon =h the men and horses soon became accustomed-

"-to 1t the tea and coffee never dld taste the same. No

consensus regardlng the ship's fare emerges. In hle '
off1c1al report the ofilcer commandlng the arfiilery

commented that the rations. were of good qualluy and that

. there were no complalnts from the- men.uo Irooper Heron

‘wrote unequlvocally;“tne water is rotten and the food

A while Trooper Hilder Grudﬂinﬂiy

'_admltted that the Shlp s food was palatable and uhat

L2

none went’ hunﬂry : ’ )

Sth'° ratlons were supplemented by supnlleo of

‘tebacco, Jam and candy dlstrlbuted from pa cels sent by

~well-wishers in Canada and by purchases ‘from the Shlp

canteen. tocks in the canteen included canned bood.;,
cigzarettes, Plnger ale, lemonade and peer DrlCEd at 15¢ .

per bdttle. Payday in early March had placed ¢12 000

‘in the pocnets of the troops so. aggregate demand was:
”;c0n51derab1e.‘_Comb1ned with limited supplleu this

.produced a classic case of demand-pull inflation and
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Despite the hlgh prices the canteen supplles were

_exhausted before the “Mllwaukee" reached Cape Town

-

As the'“Mllwaukee“ approached the- tropics, 11v1nb

‘conditions below deck became~increasmnvly unbearable.

tihen the ventllatlon equlpment was unable to remove the'

.sultry. stale air from the quarters below, perm1551on

was ”ranted for - the meén-to sleep on dech On humld
nights hundreds took advantage of this conceSSLOn and

trooped up. ori deck with blanhets to - chat or gaze ax_the

7;_ -

star-studded sky and then fall soundly asleep to the

soporific throb of the englnes.Lm Some of the-officers
lnstalled their. hamnocks on_the brldge deck in order to -
take advantage of the cool night alr._ Occasaonally thls;'
proved more- of a coollnb experlence than they excecced,‘

for careless sallors sometmmes faliEd to see them or

: lost control of thelr hoces whlle cleanln& the decks in

the early hour« M5 "

Desplue a regular and busy routine on board, ‘

there were onportunlules fcr recreatlonal actlv1t1es.

Undoubtedly ‘he favourite was bathing in the 20x10 feet
canvas pool which had.been constructed on the upper
deck. Fllled with cool, clean salt water it was the -
ccene of much merriment as grown men frolllcked like
children under the searing tropical sun. ne men had- .

been warned- against overexnosang their tender skin o

.the sun and protectlve headgear and .canvas, shaes were
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issued A large canvas awnlng.was erected on the hurricane .
deck for protectlon from the sun and seats were prov;ded
for leisure use. ) ' |
. After the flrst few stormy days the ship was
blessed with Wlorlous weather, often unbroker for. days .
on end. At night the decks were alive with’ men, sitting
in-pairsior in small groups chatting, smoking, gazing at
the Southern Cross or. listening to Captain Webster's .
.phonogreph. The discussions invariably centred on the
war for the men were anxious to share in the acﬁion and.'
determined. to. rmake their mark before the war was, over.'
There was much earnest speculatlon about lts 1enguh
(the ouucome was never questloned) and the consensus -
was' that it would be all -over by Christmas at the latest. ué
“It was an optimism qulte unsupported by events in Afrlca.
setbacks of which the Dragoons were aware befope they
"left Halifax. - | |

Sundays were free days ana the men engaged in-z
varlety of lelsurely actmvztles.‘ Many basked in tﬁe ¢ .
“sun or .cooled off in the ‘pool, some read or‘Wroée letters
‘under the canvas canopy while others played quoits or

sat watching the retinue of-sharks, porpoises and flying \

Meil was collected twice during the voyage but there
was no opportunity for forwarding to Canada until the
ship reached .Cape Town. By the end of the voyage

over 6,000. Jetters had been franked at no charge with
~the distinctive post-mark.47
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fish and ‘some. were even’ fortunate to spot a spoutlng
whale. A number of ShlpS were sighted durlng the voyageJ

many of which were involved with the war effort. One '

,exceptlon was a large salllng Shlp bound for leerpool

from Indla cru131n along at twelve knots with all salls :

set.u'8

rhere were many moments of llght relief on the

trip, one in particular occurrlng ‘while the “Mllwaukee"

_stopped near the equator for engine repairs. Whlle the

ship was becalmed, eight pickets ‘on stable duty decided”

to eool off in mid-Atlantic. Easyfacceas to the water

was provided by an open hatchway only three feet above

the surface. As the swimmers slipped into the sea the
spectatorq hanglng over the rails were bet ting on who
would be flrst around the ship. The duty officer
wondering what the attraction was rushed .over to- the

railing and on seeing the splashing swimmers immediately
; - V1€ Ve

ordered them back.to the ship. They were arrested,

arraigned before the Commandlng officer ana given
fatigue duty for a week. He had not regarded thla as-a.
very serious incident but had imposed the penalty to .
discourage others from emulafing the swimmers because
sharks were always present.waiting'for_their_daily‘
carcass offering. 49

The most exciting day of the voyage was 5 turday

17th March, St. Patrick's Day. . The patron saint blessed: -

™
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the day wlth perfect weather and. after a mornlng of
regular routlne. athletlc events commenced at 2 P.m.
. amid great enthuSLasm The entries were numerous and
the‘competitlon keen. Ritalry'between the troopszwas
vigorous but. éood—natured' and a victorious troop |
member was accorded a rou51ng acclamatlon by hlS
colleagues The program. comprised a great varlety of
act1v1t1es. box1ng, wrestllng, tug -of -war; three legged )
‘races, eggnand-spoon events and the most demandlng and
Vexcltlng, the obstacle race: The contestants ran down
.the steps to the upper deck. then’ up a sllppery board,
' across a2 narrow plank through three barrels suspended
in the air, . onto a platform followed by 2, dive into -the.
’ pool and back to the hurrlcane deck.’ All thlS was
'accompllshed to the contlnuous and deafenlng cheerlng
of the spectators. When the polnts were tallled at
the end of competltlon A squadron was declared overall
jWLnners. By general acclamatlon it was a hlghly
sucoessful recognltlon of the Irlsh patron saint and ‘
.Salnt Patrlck was llberally toasted at the canteen that
"'evenlng.50 | o
|  Another activity with considerable'spectator‘
appeal\was the boxlng bouts held frequently in’ the
'evenlngs. The contests prov1ded an outlet for the pent-

up martlal energy of both puglllsts and cheerlng onlooker..

_This type of contact contest was not confined only to the-
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troops; many men had brought thelr dogs alonw and Q:
canlne combats had not only qpectator appcll but also
Enabled some of the troops to- satlsfy thelr gambllng
passxons * One encounter between a, husky and a mastlff
. drew so many spectators and punters that latecomers‘
had to fxnd seats in the rlg lng.il-L

As the . voyage drew to a close, a serles of farewcll

_dinner partles was held 1n the offlcers"mess. ‘The

- offlcers gave Captain Webster. thefshlp s captaln a.

‘dlnner in appreczatlon of hlS serv1ces, und he recxprocatedt
.and hostedLa\farewell dlnner on behalf of the Company
_‘dhe saloon was decorated wlth fla gs and the Broup sat. )
lldown to a Splendld spread under a large photograph of |
 Queen Vlctorla.- Although the Shlp had been. at sea for
'*twenty—flve days, the chef had garnered.a varled supply
iof foodstuffs and pTOVldEd an assortment of dellc1ousl
_dlshes.. The ship's band played for the occaslon; promdlnU
| pleasant dlnner mu51c and, after the toasts, accomoanlment
“.for a sfng-song. By thoroughly enaoyable evening was -
- finished,off with games on deck'and an ‘operni-air boxing"
match 53 : | . |

The correspondent of The Montreal herald on board

Shlp wrote in laudatory terms about the offlcers as men
. . -

The' do"s dldn t. always restrlct their a&grc sion Lo
their canine tolleagues for one Yukon dog ot amony,
. tHe chickens and killeéd- three before he was hlu10d

- out by hls owner 52 .

.
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of. 1ntegr1t& who were con51derate and concerned about
the welfare of the troops.* Theé month at sea had .
-w1tnessed the shaplng of a, healthy relatlonshlp between X
offlcers and men that was both cordlal and respectful.
Colonel Lessard would.be met at Cape Town by a reglment'
- in flne flghtlng trlm, well—tralned and equlpoed fig
iand relaxed and. bound tovether by flrm bonds of
-comradeshlp St

The troops had beneflted 1mmensely from the sea )
-vo&age.l the sea: alr, re”ular hours and hablts, good .
food, abundant sunshlne and exercise had comblned to
'produce 2.unit thet was in excellent mental and phy51cal
condltlon.55 They had not been adversely affected by
the troplcal heat which was an, encouraglng bortent for
.the climate that lay ahead. Ihe‘only serious cases
_reqdiring med;cal-attention had-been'an incident of
sunstroke and.an infetted gye. The medical'officer"had ‘
Kebt a carefui watch on the health of the froons'and_he
hhad ‘donducted regular medlcal examlnatlons throughout-

the voyabe. A1l soldlers had been vaCC1nated agalnSo

# Not everyocne was complamentary Dr. L. V Price of
New Brunswick sailed in the "Milwaukee" to take up a.
medical position with the British Army in ‘South Africa. .
He referred to-the offlcers as "those darn Canadian.
rats. 1 hope every darn officer we brought out ulth .
two or three exceptions will die of fever and not
have the honour of having their guts (will not say
brains for they haven't zny) blown out."56
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small—por But because of a llmlted supply of antl—
‘typh01d serum only the younger. members were’ 1noculated
agalnst that scourge of the veldt. enterlc fever. 51nce
. ‘it was belleved that the older men would be 1ess llkely
to contract the disease. 57' _ ) '
" ‘The men had thoroughly enaoyed the voyave and 1t
was a healthy. happy and harmonlous group that en aged

-

._an flnal preparatlons for dlsembark1n5 at Cape Town.58
"When the unlque conflvdratlon of Table “ountaln started
pushlng above che south-eastern horlzon,\the "Mllwaukee“
had been at sea for twenty—elght days, and during that
:perlod had covered 6 491 knots at an average speed -of
232 knots per day .The route had taken the Shlp south-

"'east across the North Atlantlc, passmng wlthln sxght of

: towerlng Fogo Island in the Cape Verde group._and across

~_the equator into the South A'tlantlc. ‘the "Milwaukee"
steamed past Ascen51on Island and then to’ the dlsappolnt-
ment of the soldiers w1th1n SLght of strateglc St. helena
.and on .into the cool north flowlng Benguella current.

-Whe Eraggons had hoped to mall thelr letvers at -
St Helena for trans shlbment to a north-bound Shlp and

" to obtarn ‘the latest news of thes war. _

The. troopshlp edbed her way 1nto Table Bay and at'
b 45 p.m. on Wednesday. let March dropped anchor in -
‘the shadow of maaestlc lable Mountaln It.was four weeks

&>

. to the hour 51nce the "Mllwaukee" had moved away from -
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‘the Hallfax dock. The harbour and the bay“wrc crammcd

‘with transports brlnglng men and materlel to augment the

British war effort and the Canadlans were welcomed with .

—

bursts of prolonged applause from the nearby ships. rhc

‘news -starved Canadians learned of the latest developments"

in the war from newspapers brought aboard by British

offlcers.

Ten- transports were walting zhead of the “Mllwaukco"‘

for'dock space, and the prospect of further delays for

men anxious for action ﬁas exasperating. Private
Klngley dec1ded to relieve the boredom of waltlng by
shooting seagulls with his revolver 59 The Quartermaster
immediately recalled -all revolvers tc prevent repetltlon
of a potentiallyldangerods practice, and they were .
never reissued.’

| Since the “Milwaukee" was-csrrying horses_she

took precedence in the waiting line and on.Satorday'

" - afternoon Captain Websier received orders to steam-ihto

the hatrbour. -South-east gales frequently ravage the
Cape and an untlmely *south-easter’ forced the captaln
to postpone the.long-awaited docking. Finally at 7 a.m.

the next morning the "Milwaukee" tled up 2t the crowded

" dock’ in pelting rain. The receptioﬁ was not especlially

‘They were not needed durlng the campalgn because ithe
men never got close enough to the enemy, and the™ u)
Colts only added unnecessary welcht.
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_warm because of the early hour and the presence of so'

many troops and transports. but the Canadlans dld recelve

a generous showerlng of hospltailty at a supper that

evenlng organized by a local 1ad1es vulld.

. .

The unloadlng of the gear was started immediately
w1th the help of black stevedores but the dlsembarkatlon
of the horses was delayed by 1nc1ement weather. It was,

not until Wednesday afternoon that all horses and

'eqolpmentﬁnad been cleared from the ship. To avoid the

noisj trams the troops led:their hqrses through a quiet

- part of the city to the Green Point Common where &

military camp for 10,000 troops had been established.

The Quartermaster had tents erected and the pickets

‘ ready to welcome the men and theirfmounts to the camp.

. The haggard horses soon recovered from the foyage and

wifhin hours of being on land most had partly regaineov
theirlSPritely~gait. The month at sea had had-reverse
effects on man and mount: the-horses'Wouldineed~a‘few
days to recuperate fully ﬁhile the men were-bursting
with health and energy, and having set foot on African

soil were impatient to leave for the battlefront.60
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CHAPTER- III - TO THE FRONT

~.\. ) : .o
s

Cape Town was the chief base of British dperdtions

in South Africa. Transports were arriving around the

clock and.disgorging their cargoes of men, material and

. animals. Khakl—clad troops mixed w1th local Malays.

Africans, Whites and Mulattos g1v1ng a kaleldoscoplc

effect to an already cosmopolltan populatlon. The -

_'Dragoons had little tlme to gsavour the sights and scenery

of Cape Town; a busy routlne permitted only the odd stroll

.through downtown streets at night or on Sunday afternoon.

The arrival of the Royal Canadian Dragoons at the
southern tip of ‘Africa raises the question of why- 371
individuals should volunteer for service on a distant

. ‘
continent. Once the Dragoons reached Cape Town _they

started writing home and many continued writing through- -

out the campaign. From the letters, difries and memoirs
that have survived emerge some of their motives for
enlisting to fight in South Africa.

Albert Hilder was a British-born farmhand residing

- in Manitoba at thé outbreak of the war. He and his

colleagués in the 2nd troop of B squadron were from the

towns and villages of rural Manitoba, and they had had

* Refer to the Appendlx for a statistical anzlysis of
the socio-economic composition of the Royal Canadlan
Dragoons. See Appendix VIII. -
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2
only a modicum of-militar& training. ’Thef eﬁbear.to have
l . | pllsted for reasons of adventure as Hilder later wrote':
' in his mem01r5' "we little knew what was 1; store for us,
'carefree as we were. all looklng for adyenture. nl
A mixture of- motlves. splced with bravado, emerge
from stowaway Anderson's letters to his famlly. Commercial
concerns appear to_have been prominent, for on board ship
he expressed the hope that bu31ness opportunltles might !
open up in South Africa, and during the campalgn he
Jyoften wrote home of the opportunltles for starting a
bicycle bu51ness.;n Johannesburg.. A note of natlonal
pride eanlpe detected’in.his.letters when he writes that
:,Bﬂé:ffngdiéns were-eeking a name for themselves and were
‘being rushed'to‘fhe front because of their martial
" reputdtions. His cieim,that Boers would vanish when the
,;r~ 'Canadiahs were reperted to be in the vicinity is ﬁowever.
- difficult to substantiate.' A factor that seems more
prominent than any other is the search for adventure and
glory. Repeatedly he wrltes of his anx1ety to get into
:the "scrap" before the war is.over, and of his desire for
hedale and bars from the Queen.2
" private J.B. Heron expreesed'similar.views about
the ‘desire to get involved in the war before it was -over.
"In his first letter from South Africa he wrote that

.- not-even‘the-hoepital ships leaving Cape Town
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Aloaded with the sick and wounded could dlmlnlsh the lust
for actlon.3 Later on in the cempalgn he wrote candzdly
that "I didn't come down_here*to work but to . have a‘good_
tlme."u '

‘The desire for adventure is also reflected in the
correspondence of Private George Smlth of A Squadron._
Always anx1ous for action, he protested that there was
"no fun" in the Boers hlt and, run type of flghtlng.s
Both Smith and Lieutenant Turner referred to the erciting
opportunities-for-militery action thetluere develop;ng. L
in China and the posSibility of'accumulating-more‘medals.s
| The. 1nd1v1dual motlves for partlclpatlon in the
conflict in southern Afrlca were undoubtedly mixed and
varied. Based .on the extant documentary materlal of the:
Dragoons 1t appears ‘that enlistment was inspired by an -
xianticipation of excitement on a strange oontlnent. a
sense of adGenture'and-a desire for giory. .However;

also underlying all these factors was a sincere commit-

.ment to Queen Vietoria herself.’

j:Tne'conflict pdtween'the Boer:and Britisn forces
in South.Africa grg;;§;;2d§§ttiEEFéfound‘;o;;\nain-
Battlefronts: worthern Natal, the Orange River,
Klmberley. and the Western Transvaal.' The Boers]made
" the first decisive movements of the war and they crossed

over into Brltlsh terrltory on all four fronts. They
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,mignt'nave-achiefed even greater success had many
nvaluable men not been bogged down in futlle 31eges at
Ladysmlth Klmberley and Mafeklng. The. climax of - the
'1n1t1al Boer successes ‘came in the second week of
December. 1899 when they 1nf11cted three major defeats
on the Brltlsh. After “Black Week" General Slr Redvers
Buller was .replaced as Commander 1Q»Ch1ef in South Afrzca
by Fleld-Marshal ‘Lord Roberts with Lord Kltchener as
hlS Chlef of Staff.

Roberts arrlved in. Cape Town on the 10th of
January. 1900 and set about 1mplement1ng hlS strategy
He decided agalnst reinforcing Buller s force 1n Natal
and‘instead directed his main force along the . rallway
to the. western front.? General French s mounted troops
_relleved Klmberley on the l5th of February and then
hounded/General Cronge s force across the western
" Free State plains until the Boers dug in along the banks
‘of the_Modder river. After a bitter ten. day 51ege. in )
which the Canadian infantry particlpated. Cronge flnallx
capitulated on Ma juba Da&, the‘2?th'of February, léod.
The Battle of Paardeberg, as the 51ege was known,
proved to be a maaor turning p01nt in the war and 1t
‘signalled the beglnnlng of,Brltrsh ascendancy ln the
conflict. One day 1ater‘Ladysmith in ﬁetai was relieved,
and on the 13th of March Roberts entered Bloemfonteln

the capltal of the Orange Free State. Pre51dent Steyn
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moved hlS capltal north to Kroonstad and a new phase
of the war was ushered in ---a more mobile commando war,.
: under the mercurlal General de Wet.

At the '-‘outbreak of the:war the-Boers could .mobillze :
only 35,000 men.‘ The only permanent units were the - |
':Transvaal pollce (Zarps) and the artlllery. and the
fremalnder were able-bodled burghers called up in-each .
lestrlct and formed lnto commandos under an elected

commandant From the outset however, the Boers had a

o number of maaor advantages.

Moblllty was a decxslve factor -in the openlng .
.rounds of the war. The Boers were excellent horsemen,
_‘and belng largely a mounted force_they were able to
1.launch swirt surprise‘attackS”and-rapid retreats.- They'
avoided hand to-hand flghtlng. frontal assaults and
cavalry charges and their- elu51veness frustrated the
British forces. They had no ‘supply problems because thega'
were.not dependent-on_a cumbersome transportatlon system,
and they could live off the land. |

Boer firepower'was.another decisive asset.._They

were excellent marksmen and thelr German mausers were

accurate up to a mlle, permlttlng effectlve snlplng.'

#* ' Boer citizens.
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‘fIn.adddtion,.they)had_machine-guns and‘oowerful German
[(artlllery pleces. N ] ‘ :

' - The Boers had an 1ntxmate knowledge of the terrain
and the cllmate. and coupled with a natlve ability at

: camouflage thls gave them a crucial advantage over the .

"‘largely lnexperlenced Brltlsh soldlers. They were able

to use rocky kopaes to great effect and when forced into
'flghtlng on the open veld they proved masters in the use
of trenches and barbed wire. The Boers also had 2 very -
".effectlve 1nte111gence system.. — _

. A long attachment to the soll ‘and. a rugged lifestyle
had bred: qualltles such as- 1ndependence, lndLV1duallsm
‘and 1n1t1at1ve that* were to prove 1nvaluable in -thel type
of warfare that ev01Ved 1n South Afrlca in 1899. But
* above all there was a determlnatlon to survive that was
'aderlved from 250, years of carv1ng out an 1ndependent
ex1stence at theqsouthern tip of Afrlca. A patrlotlc
: fervour that suffused all elements of Boer llfe was as
.'powerful a weapon as any other in the Boer arsenal.
- The Brltlsh had 13 000 troops in South Afrlca at

the outbreak of the war, but thls had doubled w1th1n a

. few.months wlth the arrival of relnforcements from India,.®**

x ] Rocky outcrops or small hllls. C N '

#%' The Brltlsh relnforcements “Tnereased steadlly through-

.out the war and exceeded Boer forces- by a ratio of at
Jeast 5:1.

-Iv"
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These troops were dlspersed along all four fronts w1th .
the greatest concentratlon 1n Natal As the unorthodox

-
Boer methods shaped thelr success so was. the tradltlonal

‘orthodoxy of the Brltlsh mllltary system the cause’ of _‘c'

thelr downfall - -'. Lo T .

T The - 1n1tlal rellance of the Brltlsh on 1nfantry

. and anachronlstlc infantry tactlcs facllltated the Boer
advances. Brltlsh 1nfantry tactlcs had undergone llttle.':
- cﬁénge‘in ‘the 19th.century and the line formations used.
in 18§9 were reniniscent.of the Plaine of Abraham and’
Waterloo. "Native tribes. had been easy to bring.doWn
wlth volleys of  rifle flre from Brltlsh soldlers in 11nes.
but this formatlon Wasfsu1c1dal on the open veld and rocky
kooaes in the face of aeourate Boer marksmen. “The British
| 1nfantryman s dependence on his bayonet and his 1ack Tof .
(1nltlatlve and blind reliance on his offlcer S orders
further reduced his effectiveniess. The rlgldlty
and ‘conformity of the British_nilitary system was
ouite wnsuited  to the new brand of warfare that was
ideyeloping in South Afri'ca"at the turn of the century.
"In addition, the'Britigp officers were inadeouatelr
trained to counter an 1ngenlous and resourceful enemy
such ae the Boers. Brltlsh troopa were not orepared
in the art of maklng and ;aklng covéer and in the

construotion of trenches. . Indeed there was a

tradition of avoiding cover because it was unménly!
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 The British mounted armylwae also bound by traditional

taotios that weie_unsuited to the rugged:enfironment and -
" to.Boer metnode of warfare. Full-blooded cavalfy )
charges might have been effectlve agalnst mounted
trlbesmen, but they were futlle agalnst an enemw that
melted away lnto the hllls. Inattentlon to- moblle
mounted units also hampered the British’ lntelllgence
' system.

Dependence on the rallways for supplylng the army |
furoner restralned Brltlsh.moblllty. ‘Long llnes of

~commun1catlon also reduced the number of flghtlng men

on the frontllne.

H

.

The arrlval of Roberts and Kltchener in January,
1900 resultedlln a maJor change in Brxt;sh_fact;cs,
~_--.Mobility became a prime aim, and ‘the emohasis inu
recrultment shifted from infantry to mounted ‘men. ' The.’
| limited transportatlon system was dlversz.fled a.nd wagon '
'tralns pulled by mules or oxen 1ncreased the fIBlelllty..
- of the Brltlsh army . '
| When the RCD's landed. at Cape Town at the end of
. March.,l900. the_Br;t;sh onder_Roberts ané Kltchener .
had reversed the spectacolap successes .of the Boers.
Roberts had captured Bloemfontein; the‘Orange'Free Stafe_*
capital, and'Bﬁl;er°had-at last broken the;BOEr.etrangle-'
hold on Natal. The -shape of the conflict had also :
changed as Boer strategy shifteo to -the commando‘system '

.
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perfected by De Wet and as the British freed themselves
from dependence on the railway -and relled lncre351ngly
on mounted 1nfantry. It was to assist in thls new

moblle phase of the war that the Royal Canadlan Dragoons

had been recruited.

When the Dragoons efrived.in Cape Town they were
-.assigned to a oamp located on a gray, sendy plain close,
to the ocean and less than two miles from the docks. It
was rather incongruously named Green Point. The relent—h7
"less south-eaeter kept.tne sand'in perpetﬁal motion; it
found its way into. the beds; the_food. end clothing and
to protect their eyes some soldiers even resorted to
wearlng goggles. Known to the locals as the 'Cape Doctor'
because it blows all the germs out into the Atlantic, the
south-easter brought nothing but herdship and misery to
the Dragoons; it had delayed the docking of the'miiwaukee’
apd now it made'camp life thbroughly unpleasant. *
However; not even the. wind and dust could diminish the
enjoyment of fresh food. .The meat; vegetables, fruit
and bread were a welcome "change from the monotoh& that
characterised the last week's diet on board‘.ship.8 A
. shortage of water was a reality of South African life
that the men were-immediately exposed to;and rationedp
water provided a griﬁ portent of the rigours that lay

ahead.
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The Green Polnt camp was a scene of zealous activity
as 4,000 troops prepared for their departure to the front.
The Canadians were busy checking and packing their
equipment, while the ring of‘an#ils indicated that the

artificers were busy shoelng six hundred horses in

_preparatlon-for the sun-baked African veld. "Gat" Howard

had joined the regiment in Cape Town, and he immediately

set about selecting men for his Maxim gun crew. While

the remainder of the regiment were engaged in strenuous

conditioning marches, "Gat" drilled his novice crew in

the art of handling the Maxim. On Spnday the 1lst of April,

" 1900 a non-denominational church service waspheld on the

_ parade ground and the following day the reglment was

1nspected by the Base Commander. He declared himself

hlghly satisfied with the efflclency and appearance of

Athe men and horses.

- Two mlnor injuries were sustalned durlng the stay
at base camp but neither was serious enough to prevent,

the'men from accompanying -the regiment to the front.

. Some Argentinian remounts had replaced the shipboard

casualtles and one man dlslocated an elbow when thrown

from a Pampas bronco and another suffered broken ‘ribs

- % AL, Howard was an American officer and,sereed with-

the Canadian forces in the North-west Rebellion of .
1885. He was in charge of the Gatling gun, hence his.

- nickname "Gat". He stayed on in Canada and- established
a munitions factory at Brownsburg, Quebec.
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from a kick. Not all members wodld be leaving Cape Town

for the front. Private Ramsay had fallen down a- gangway

whlle the ship was at anchor in the. bay and as a,

_consequence of lncorrect dxagn051s and 1nadequate medical

treatment he’ succumbed to perltonltls. B squadron
turned out en masse to pay their last réspects at his’
funeral in a local cemetery.9 o |

Adjacent to the G;een Point camp'wasea pfisoner of
war compound which housed the Boer prisoners captured at
Paardeberg: Tne"mdlwaukee' now restoeked wlthﬂprovieions

was waiting in the harbour to transﬁort‘them to' Saint

"Helena. One hundred and fifty members of .the regiment

" had been selected to escort the Boers to the ship; some

lined the route with ba&onets drawn while others accompanied
the prisoneré on horseback. 'If was a- double ignominy for

the submissive group that trudged down to the docks.with,

'-.bundled belonglngs on their backs. they had surrendered

to Canadlan bayonets at Paardeberg and now they walked a
gauntlet of Canadlan bayonets as. they 1eft their mother-

land. *10 - -

Brltlsh plannlng called for holdlng the Dragoons .
ln Cape Town for a month of ba31c training. But,Colonel-

Lessard,.mho had arrived in Cape Town with @he first

%" General Cronje and his meh were accompanied by a

Canadian doctor, Dr.. Leverett Prlce of Sussex,
New Brunswlck.“
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eontingent; was impafiené to move-hiS'ﬁeh into action._
- When he. heard of the month's tralnlng ln Hallfax he"
lmmedlately began to lobby for an earller departure. )
A former General Offlcer Commandlng the, Canadlan Mllltla.
;Maaor—General Ivor Herbert, was’ statloned in Cape Town
. and Lessard was able to arrange- for the Dragoons to
.leave for the front after only a week in Cape Town hhend
the early_oeparture was_announced, word spread through
the regiment?that because fhe Canadians had‘established'.
such a forﬁidaole reputation at Paardebérgtthey were
being' rushed to the front: ™t |

The reglment left camp at midday on the bth of -
April and pasSed through Cape Town and then headed east
across the sandy Cape Flats to Stellen23§ch, about_
thirty miles distant. The froops slept out’in_the open
and then contlnued thelr march next ?ornlng breaklng the
'monotony by surreptltlously robbing orchards and vine~
- yards en route. The reversed seasons¥;eaﬁt that lt was
:late summer at the Cape and grapes. qulnces. flgs, peachea
and watermelons were 1n plentlful supplym Leadlng
tlred horses a- weary group of men wound thelr way 1nto'
the plctureSque village of Stellenbosch just as the sun
was settlng over dlstant Table Mountaln.

Stellenbosch was' one of the earllest European |
-settlements at the Cape. it had retained 1ts Dutch

character and 1ts populatlon was overwhelmlngly Afrlkaans.'
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Located in a fertile valley wifh.the jagged Jonkershoek
mountains as a backdrop. it was a major wine centre.
‘Neat streets were flanked by shady oaks and cosy cottages
. and clear mountain water coursed along adaacent furrows.
wllllam Anderson was struc£>by the similarity of the
;trees ‘to those of his’ ‘native New Brunswick, partlcularly
the pines that‘flourished in the warm climate and -the

oak that resembled the maple;12 The sojoﬁrn at Stellenbosch
waé'a'véry_pleasant intéflude for the trbops and never
again on the campaign would they enjoy thg ;bundanf fruit
and wager and simila;'pleaéant surfoundings.:

. The soldiers soon discovered that grapes were the
only cheap commodity. Local vendors were quick to
reglize that because of the demand create@ by the
numerous troops there was virtually no limit to what the
market would bear. Not only were prices high but‘ﬁoﬁng
Canadiané ﬁefe no match for unscrupulous moneyichangers
‘when exchanging their sterling pay for South Africaﬁ
currency. It was not only the locals but also. the :
Massey-Harr;s Agency that engaged in questionable exchange'
practlces.' Some‘measure of retaliation followe& when
those who still had Canadian money discovered that
unwitting merchants in Stellenbosch assumed that because
of the queen'é head their dollars were a type of sterling.lB'

Cape farmers were reluctant to sell their horses and _‘

it was decided to import horses from England, Australia



7l

-

~— - o 3
and the Argentine. After landingigt Cape Town the horses

were transfg;red/%o the remounts centre at_Stellenboéch
" where théy were broken in and\tréined: The Canadian .

hoffice?% Wwere busy seeking out fresh mourits to replace‘
'e;the unfit horses before commenc%qg the long journey

northwards. It was also decided to use mules to pull

‘the transports because they were hardier and required less-

care than the heavy draught horses. |
7 .The pleasaqt"gta& in Stellenpbséh was shortlived;
-wiihin da&s Colonel Lessard was ordered to prepare the
'fegiment-for departure to the front. As the horses of
“h_Squadron‘were in bettef sﬁape they entrained first
and A sgquadron and Coionelﬁiqssard and his s#aff followed
a day later. It would be three weeks before the:fegiment
would be reunited in Blpequntein. Abcommodation on ‘the
trains was crowded and although the compartments onl;
had berths for six passengers eightjmen were assigned'to :

;4 - They were further aware of their

eééh compartiment.
‘spartanexistence when they discovered they were on
standard rations wﬁich-comprised_'haid tack'” and canned
Beéf and soﬁetiﬁes teé or coffee. |
The train route passed throuéh somé of the most
‘ ;att:active cbuntryside in South Africa: through acres of

o . . ’ .
treTlised vineyards, alongside sparkling rivers, past

# Hard-baked'3i$cuits;
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gllstenlng Paarl Rock and . through verdant valleys and
'tortuous mountain passes. A dramatic change of scenery

confronted the troops as the straining locomot:.ves

emerged from the Hex River vélley - stretching for endless

miles was .the flat, barren landscape-of the Karoo. -Mile

after mile across the arid terrain the troop trains

snaked northwards belching trails -of silver-grey‘smoke.

Nothing but the odd kooje broke the monotony of the

dreary- wastes of‘sand‘aﬁd scrub. The farmers among the

troops were unanimous that the whole Karoo wasn't worth

one good Canadian farm. ‘The men passedfthe time playihg
cards or in endless talk speculating about the war and |
wishing the tedlous trip would end.l5 VI
Although crowded §h thelr compartments. the mer
-were more comfortable than the horsee in the crude
boxcars, who were, severely buffeted by the oneven“stopping'
and étartigg of the trains. The Cape line was ‘the main
supply route to the weetern front and frequent etops were
necessar#‘to allow trains to pass on their way;§9uth to
Cape Town.uoHeually\the trains would wait at desolate «

sidings consisting of a handful of corrugated iron

bulldlngs but occa31dqally they would pull in at stations

. where the men could supplement thelr austere rations at

s
canteens. The t;alns were often slowed down by damage

[
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to the lines inflicted-by Cape .rebels, and as-
‘precautlon every brldge was guarded by Britj

. dropped old newspapers out to help them pass the hours.

‘Cross over on a pontoon bridge constructed by the

~—

'sentries.
To. relleve the unendlng boredom the sentrles would hold
up Slgns readlng “Papers please and the passxng Canadlans
16
‘B squadron changed t:alnS‘at De Aar, a major
railway junctdon. and travelled eaetwards to the central

war zone reaching Norval's Pont on the Orange River at |

‘midnight on Tuesday the 10th of April where they were

ordered‘%o>detraih.’ Across the sluggish, turbid Orange

fRiver‘iay the Orange Free State, and although the

capital, Bloemfontein, had surrendergd to Lord ‘Rob

‘a.month earlier there were many Boers in the countryside
who refused to-give up their battle for self—dete:minafion.

. To delay the BritisH advance they hagd bloYzhjpfgﬂe bridge

across the Orange'River and the Dragoons were‘forced to
Royal Engineers. The mules had great diffioulty haulings
the heavily iaden transport wagons up the steep, sandy"
banks of the river and the troops had to down therr
eqolpment and helprpush.' Once on the flit Free State veld
the sweating column of'men‘and animals moved: off in the

direction of Springfonteih, a railway junction twenty-

# Cape Afrlkaners who were. sympathetic to the cause of
the Transvaal and the Orange Free State, arid who . -
gave active support to -the republlcs.

-
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five miles to the.north;z‘Tﬁey;were in enedy.eountry and .
exercised extreme cautioﬁ as the&,moyed across the kopjc-
studded plaine. It was & difficult‘mafch. executled
partiy at nlght: no llghts were permltted and the wagon-
train stumbled follow-my leader fashlon over the rough
veld. A weary group of men trudged into the large
British base at Sprlngfonteln at noon and set up camp.

The Orange Free State was -an area of active
opposztlon and B squadron was glven 1ts initial taste
of patrolllng ‘and scouting. The flrst contact between’
Dragoon and Boer occurred on: one of. these missions when
Sergeant McLeod and a small group of scouts captured
.two Boers, sixteen head of cattle and a qudntlty of
rifles and ammunition. Having made contact with the
enemy B squadron was anxioue to be moved intc the front
line.*? It was .with a certain amount of exasperation
that they ;earhed that_their next chore was %o escoft a
thousand-mules~ner£h along the railway line to Bloemfontein.

Méanwhlle A squadron reached De Aar. It aq'then
that Colonel Lessard learned from the statlon master that
B squadron had been ordered on a separate exPedition.
He was bitterly disaﬁpointed-to discover that he was to
lose half hi¥ command. After departing from De Adf .
A squadron followed a more circuitous route than B

N o .

squadron to the Orange River. The journey was broken

v
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) frequently to water and feed the horses;ﬁ While strolling -
along the platform at Burghersdorp Colonel Lessar@lfound
himself face to face with Lord Kltchener, Chlef 5} Staff
.to Lord Roberts. Whgn asked 1f_he had anythlng to :eport
Lessar§ expfessed his disapébintmént.af the-lbss‘df
B Sqﬁadroh. Kitchener ordered his staff officér to recall
__fhe squadron and assured LesSard‘that'his errant men
would be waiting further along the llne.18 Tﬁe'mén of
A squadron finally reached the Orange River opp051te
Bethulie where the customary impasse awaited them ---.
.thé railway b?idge‘had been destfoyed-by.a Boerlpommahdd;
The Royal Eng;neers had'cohstructed a pontoon and ‘the’
_Canadians érossed over at noon éfter devdting fhe
morning to swimming and washing ;n tb? river. ihe'
 destruction of railway liﬁes.and briﬁges prevéntgﬁ‘fhe
British from using the railway network as a sﬁpply-liné
and forced them to rely on oxen and wagon frains in the
Orange Fr;é\ftate. Guarding a mile—long.convoy of.
wagons.amidst the cﬁzkiﬁg'dust and cacophony of'brayiﬁg
animals and cursing-native drivers was not a Canadian's -
idea of war, thever eésential the supply trains were to
the war effort.l9 Through‘Good Friday the men of A
squadron plodded along escorting the slow-moving wagon
train in the'direction of Springfontein. They reaéhed fhe

town on the follewing day to find B squadron waiting in

camp as kitchener had promised.

-~
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'and soon the veld was covered with straying mules.

The reunion was’shortlived for B squadron was

‘ _ordered off the next day to a551st ln the- escorting of
_ the mules and,the supply colum to Blcemfontein. The

'Dragoons were about to receive thelr baptism to the

vagarles of southgrn Afrlca s weather. The Skies had
clouded over by mornlng and when the convt& moved out of, '
camp a steady-downpour had commenced. Cursing as xhey
heaved and éhovedqthe wagons out of the glutinous mud

all day long;-they'struggled,northwards in streaming

rain alongside =z railway_fendered-useless by tﬁe Boers.
They were forced-to camp in a morgss that night dnd'as ;t
was’ too wet and cold to erect the tents canvas sheets\
stretched between the wagons served as covers for the
sodden. soldiers. Splrlts had been dampened but the ardour
and determination to reach the fxghting zone around- -
Bloemfonteln was undlmlnlshed.zo Keeping dry -and pulllng
wagons out-of the mud were not the only t;ibu;atloqs to;

test the.men, for further along the route they encountered

‘a British unit also herding mules. Inadequate control

reéultedjin the animals becomiﬁg excited and *stampeding e

Fortunately, most of them were reco%ered‘by morning.zl

By the ZOth of Aprll B squadron had reached the
farm of Pre51dent Steyn on-the southerp outsklrts of
Bloemfonteln and on the follow1ng day they rodc into the

capital. The men weré anxious to meet up with thelr

LN
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compatriots of the first contingent, but the DragosnS'

‘had hardly dlsmounted when they were ordered to leave -

immediately for Sprlngfleld east of the capital to 301n
Coltmel Alderson s lst Mounted Infantry Corps.

In the meantime A squadron was forglng north from
Sprlngfonteln ln the monotonous role of ‘escort to a
three mile convoy of supplles, .mules and horses. - When

they reached the southern outsklrts .of Bloemfonteln they

- -set’ up .camp at Lawton s Farm where the squadron was

inspected by Qenerai Hutton.f*' He expressed his satis-
faction with thé fitness of the men and horses, and stated
how pleased he.was to have.the Canadians 1n his Mounted
Infantry Brlgade for the march to Pretor1a.22 Orders

were lssueo to’ Colonel Lessard to merch his men tnrough
Bloemfontein to'Fiéher's Farm-six miles north of the
capital. There they joined five thousand troons encamoed

prior to ‘the push north. <On the 26th of Aprll at. 3 p. m.'

A squadron was inspected by Fleld Marshal Loro Roberts.

. He was accompanied by his w1fe and daughter, his aide-de-

cemp Co}onelnSeptimus,Denison of Toronto, and General Hutton.

# The Royal Canadiaf Regiment had marched inte Bloemfontein
‘on the 15th' of”March. By the time B squadron arrlved
“they were 1n action east of the town.

#% Hutton had been appointed to a” p031tlon'in the British
Army in South Africa after his dismissal as General
O0fficer Commanding the Canadian Militia.
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After the march past Lord Roberts compllmented the

squadron on its drlll and appearance. express;ng prlde in

having such fine men under his command and he looked

forward to seeing them in action.’ Heﬂalso expressed'

confldence that the Dragoons would sustain the reputatlon

. already won by the Canadlans at Paardeberg. The offlcers

were then presented personally to.Lord Roberts by
General Hutton.z_3 . '

The Dragoons of A squadron spent a week at Flsher S
Farm awaiting Lord Roberts' dec;smon to commence the

march north to'Pretorla. The men were kept occupled rnJ

a variety of camp dutles. horses had to be groomed.

forage. and water transported by ox team from town. and.
trenches and outpost shelters had to be constructed. 4
mhese were tedious tasks for men wlthln earshot of the'

reverberatnons of tthxlg guns from the east and envious

" of thelr colleagues locked in combat south-east of the

capital. An. element of exc1tement was 1ntroduced by-

: regular outpost dutles and reconnalssance patrols.

Invariably a laggard g0t lost but fortunately 1t was

friendly territory and the sheepish soldier would wander

in to camp the followlng morning. It was an_error in

Judgment that they could not afford tor repeat in less

-:frlendly terrltory to the north 2k . R

The hlghllght of the stay at Flsher s Farm was

the arrlval of the flrst dellvery of mail from Canada.

-
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" Excited men sat around the camp reading and rereading

- letters from relatives and frignds and poring over

Canadian newspapers for news of'thewwag.zs - Although

~ right at the front the soldiers were oblivious of

‘developments in the conflict for reasons of military

<

security.’

. After the defeat at Paardeberg and the capture of

Bloemfontein the Boers lost their initiative in the.

?:ee State. However, led by tﬁe-resourcefu} and astute
Christiaan De.Wet the ﬁbers had made a spi:ited_recovery
in the south—eastern.corﬂer of the stafé. Roberts had
fo;mﬁlated a plan to clear the Boer forces from this area
and B squadron was a;signed a role in thé.operation. '
Alderson's for§e including B squadron was to pusﬁ
the Boers south-east to Dewgtsdorp.while.anothef British
unit approaching from the south was to relieve the
beleaguered garfison at Jammersdrift near Wepener and-
force'the enemy north and then.the cavalry would hasten
east past Thabanchu and cut the Boers off as they headed

north along the Basutoland border. 20

If executed

aécordihg to plan it could be a repetifion of Paardeberg,

ﬁhére'French's.cavalré had cut off the Boer ;agon tréil.
- The 1st Mounted Infantry Corps under Alderson

moved ouf of the Springfieldicamp on Suﬁday morning

the 22nd of April with B sguadron on the e;tremé‘right.

and headed off down the road to Dewetsdorp. Along
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_{thé main route between Bloeﬁfoﬁtein and Dewetsdorp léy
Leeukop. a large hump jutting out of the veld WIth a.

long ridge runnlng south-west. The Boer commander in.

the area, EieldQCornet'Lemmer declded to stall the

Brltlsh advance at thls p01nt and he pOSltloned one thousand-
. men, three fleld guns and two pom—poms on -Leeukop.

. Early in the afternoon Alderson commenced the attack on.

the mountain stronghold with an'artiilery bafrége.

At 3 p.m. Colonel Alderson ordered Major Williams
lto find a crossing over a small.stream and to 1nvest1gate
a lone farm-house flylng a whlte flag. 27 Wllllams chose_
Lieutenant Van St;aubenz1e s first troop for the mlssfbn._
_ and after finding the ford they pushed on to the house
flying the flag.**' Dismounting at a safe distaﬁce'they
approachéd in'extended'order'to search the apparently
vacant buildings. At five hundfed yards there was a
volley of fire from the concealed enemy and the Canadians
dropped to the ground and sought cover, It was.a serious _
situation for they. were pinned down by accurate rifle flre

and dared not expose themselves. Lleutenant Van Strauben21e

managed to get a message back jo Ma jor Williams who brought .

*  37mm. Maxim automatic machine gun.

** There are iwo flews regarding the flag:
l. The Canadians were aware of the deceltful practice
" and were cautious.28

‘2, The Canadians were still novices and believed that
the flag signified an absence .of danger.29
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."up the other three troops to relleve the. beleaguered
1f1rst troop. Lleutenant Young' s troop moved forward and
drew the. fire away from the-fir$t troop enabling them 1o
get back to thelr horses and ride off.30
B The men had barely regrouped in troop formatlon
wheh they were subjected‘to shell fire. An error in
‘their early training almost caused disaetef. The prep-
..aration in Halifa; had involved close order grouping and
the men had not been dr:dﬁed to ride in extended order.
The shells were falling dangerousl& c}ose when-a'British
officer rode d§ and ealled out frantically to Major
Williams: "Extend your men, Sir:" The order,was given
immediately and the men galloped off one hundred feet
apart ‘and regrouped in troops outSqu\the range of fire.
The Canadlans had learned an important lesson and never
again would they flde in close orderﬁﬁhen under flre.jl
‘ The Squadron had, escaped without any casualties in
their baptlsm of flre but had lost three horses.
Lieutenant Strauben21e_had a zemarkable.escape.whenfhds
horse eaS'shoﬁ bepweenqthe neck and shoulder and collapsed
‘under Bim.” “The men had passed their first test under
fire successfully and elfheugh.noyices they had performed

creditably in a difficult situation, and had earned the

e

‘There is dispute as to whether this muich-quoted

incident occurred while .approaching the farmhouse or
while remounting to get away.
f
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(_ compllments ‘of Colonel Alderson and General French.ag,
The Canadians had learned two important lessons from the
encounter: never to trust the white flag and always to

. rlde in extended order.

Meanwhlle the battle of Leeukop contlnued until
evening as an artillery duel and by dark the British had
secured the flanks and pinned Lemmer and his men down on
the prominence. The Canadiﬁns camped in the open that
nlght well satisfied with their flrst experience on the
firing line. All tents had been left in Bloemfontein
because they were too heavy and cumbersome to <arry on
;patrol. and it was to be many months before the men again
slept under cover. ReVéille‘sdunded at 5:5b'a.m. ne££
day and tﬁb‘groopsﬁgyoke to find Leeukop deserted ----

_ the Boers had slipped away during the night! It was 2
tactic the Canadians would encounter frequently in the
months ahegd,and it always caused frustration.and
annoyance, they couldn't understand why an enemy would
refuse to fight it out. Reared in the British military -
tradition the Canadians could not-appreéiafe the Boer -
aﬁproacﬁi it was crucial'fér them to conserve men and

material, whereas the British wefe'dften‘guilty of

sacrificing men and wasting material. If there was any

#* Succintly summed up in the aphorism: "The Boers.
fought to live, .while the British fought to diel™
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risk of’encirclement tne BoerS-nouldfcommence a mothbdicul
‘retreat and w1thdraw thelr slower vehlcles during -the
fight, leav1ng suff1c1ent men up front to delay the
'Brltlsh advance and havmng done so - -then dlsappear

~under cover of dark. So effectlve was this ploy that the
‘British seldom had an accurate estimate of fhe number of

' Boer combatants in a. glven ‘oattle.33
Later that morning members of B squadron returned

to the house where they found one Boer stlll hiding. He

was taken inte custody for court-martlal and the house

-.rwas then set allght. It had only partially burned when :

l;:t exploded showerlng storie, mortar and timber over a
‘wlde area. It had obvxously been used as a secret -
Harsenal and thls to. the angry Dragoons was further f
Justlflcatlon for the burnlng. ‘The Brltlsh Commander
had approved the looting and burnlng of farms where whlte
flag deceit had been practlsed and the 1mplementatlon of
‘the order saw a number of farms: reduced to smoklng rulna.su
- “Van Straubenzle s. dead horse was dlscovered but it had |
,been strlpped of all his, klt and saddlery.js‘
In.the afternoon the corps contlnued its advance

- towards Dewetsdorp. The Canadlans did some reconnale sance.
‘;work but played no promlnent part in forc1ng ‘the enemy '

pfrom p051tlons along the route. - The follow1ng day the
".Dragoons were on escort duty actlng as rlght flank guqrd

.to the.ammunltlon‘oolumn. and had no part in driving the-

. . ‘ -~ -
- ) B - . .
- . . N - -
' - . [}
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remnantshof‘Lenmer's force from the kopje strongholds and
opening the road to Dewetsdorp.‘ The force blvouacked near
Dewetsdorp that night but fear of a Boer counter—attack
resulted ‘in the soldlers malntalnlng an all-nlght v1gll.
The mlSSlon was completed when Generals French and .
?_Rundle s d1v1510ns joined forces on the 25th of Aprll near
. Dewetsdorp and General Brabant® s Colonlal DlVlSlon 7
rzised the siege at Jammersdrlft. twenty-two miles down |
the road near Wepener. The operatlon was only a partlal
=success. for although 1t had glven the Brltlsh control of i
the area 1t had failed to trap De Wet's. force 36 Many
more'Canadlans would spend much:time in the. months ahead
involved in the same futlle task of trylng to ‘corner the
wily Boer general '
| The Dragoons were reearded for their sleecless-
night and a tiring day searchlng farms when they were
assigned a prosperous farm w1th an exten51ve orchard as

37

- their camp51te
The capture of Dewetsdorp allowed Alderson's corps

on ‘
to return to Bloemfonteln - and the march commenced on

the 26th of Aprll. 'For the next three days the mounted

-

.?‘.‘.- .

# Containing half a dozen Canadlans who had signed. up
" independently.

#% The Dragoons returned along a similar route as the
outward one to6 the capital and did not venture any- =
where near the Waterworks as 1nd1cated on a map 1ssued
with. Colonel. Lessard's authorlty.

-
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column scoured the countrysrde for cattle, sheep. horses.
forage and food, and 1n the process were élso able to |

| vary the monotony of a. mllltary dlet' All property ‘
belonglng to Boers who had passes "to- thelr homes and had ;

taken up arms agaln was destroyed or conflscated. and the :

Canadlans shared in th;s unpleasant task.BS- The column
reached Bloemfonteln on the 29th of Aprll w1th a large“=
n*collectlon of sheep. cattle and horses. constltutang in
the words of one wrlter “the most tanglble result of

'the operatlon"'39 N

- o

The men of B squadron were ordered to a camp 1n
Bloemfonteln where they spent a. day relaxlng, washlng
and readlng their first mall. The follow1ng day the
"flghtlng bees marched through the town to 301n “the
" remainder of the reglment ‘at Fisher's Earm'where'they .

:regaled their env1ous colleagues wlth storles of thelr

kO

'_adventure.¢
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CHAPTER IV — WE A (CHIN

Lord.Roberts had declded to drlve northwards to

';capture Pretorla. bellevxng that the symbollc SLgnlflcance“”
-of selzing Kruger S capltal was more lmportant than.the
:dlfflcult task of ellmlnatlng pockets of Boer opp031tlon
1'Ln the Orange Free State.l‘ Before the march on the‘f.I
ETransvaal could get underway the rallway artery had to

- be repalred The rallway was- the BrltlSh llfellne. B

“transportlng mllltary supnlles,_hospltal equlpment food

and remounts from the seaports to the maln bases. and

._an adequate reserve of supplles had to be accumulated in -

. Bloemfonteln for the push north. By the end of Aprll

..forty-four thousand offzcers and men wlth ‘200 guns and
"i a retinue of wagons were ready in the v1c1n1ty cf

?'Bloemfonteln_awaltlng the order to commence the assault o

The Commander-ln-Chlef s-plan of attack called

-

'for a w1de east-west exten51on of hls llne of advance
“as he forged north.- By threatenlng thelr flanks with

. enc1rclement Roberts had dlscOVered that the Boers‘u e

could be forced from most posrtlons. Hls flrst obJectlve

was Kroonstad _the new. capltal of: the Orange Free State.2

i:Roberts hlmself would follow the rallway llne w1th the .
:maln column composed largely of 1nfantry, and on the east

- a mlxed cclumn of lnfantry and mounted troops would

oy
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_'drlve north Greater mobilityiwas required on. the

*western flank in order to cut the rallway by rapld

L

enc1rc11ng movements and thereby to halt the Boer retreat.

“'Lleutenant—General John French was. glven command of the :

A _western column whlch.was composed of cavalry and mounted '

‘_lnfantry. . Maaor—General Edward Hutton was in charge of

tithe mounted infantry, and once, agaln the Royal Canadlan )

Dragoons were ass;gned to Lleutenant-Colonel Alderson s

' unlt w1th1n the brlgade of mounted 1nfantry _ _

. | Flsher s Farm was the scene of unusual act1v1ty at

;‘Edaybreak on Tuesday. the lst of May. The trundllng of

. the guns. the nelghlng of the horses and the” shouts of
“the rlders, the braylng of the mules and the curses-of

'the drlvers, and ‘the. creaklng of the wagonsr' all these

’ ;were the unmlstakeable 51gns ‘of an army on the move.t |

_B squadron had only returned from. the expedltlon 10

Dewetsdorp the prev10us day but men and horses were. in

_flne shape as ‘they took up thelr p051t10n near the rear S

of French's mounted column Thelr colleagues in A squadron |

The cavalry carrled cumbersome lances and sabres as.
. their standard equipment, and '$till relled on the
full mounted charge (Arme Blanche).

The mounted infantry were trained infantry soldiers
who, were taught to ride. The horses prov1ded
‘mobility but the flghtlng ‘took place on foot.

The mounted rifles were horsemen who were -trained
‘to” fight on foot. ..

" The: dlstlnctlon ‘between the latter two became blurred
durlng the war as they both relied on moblllty and
-flrepower. ‘ .
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were assmgned a p051tlon 1n the van of the advance where
'they would assmst w1th the scoutlng a. role that the
Canadlans would play w1th dlstlnctlon throughout the’
"”campalgn.3 o | .
Advance troops, ‘like A- squadron.were the antennae

: of the army-: Playlng the dual role of scouts’ and.advance
-guard thelr functzon was to scrutlnlze the countrys1de

" for szgns of the enemy and to examlne carefully kopaes

and rav;nes so'as to seek out safe routes for’ the army

. -»follow1ng behlnd. Farms had to be checked’ and the f_

_'passes of the occupants J.nspected.4 It was a hlghly
;_dangerous act1v1ty for the broad open plalns prov1ded
Jittle cover and ambushes 1n kopae country were an ever-
lpresent threat. One Canadian correspondent llkened thls
“task "to huntlng for a gas leak w1th a candle"'5

'Con51derable 1ndependent actlon was requlred of the‘ )

R yards, and the 1solat10n was lncreased ‘when kopJes
separated the—scoutlng partles 'A supporting reserfe‘
of flfty men usually followed about a thousand‘yards

B behznd-the‘reconnalssance groups and the ma;n body of
the colum a similar distance. further back. .

.
oy

It was only -On two occasions durlng the Draésgns tour .
- of .duty that the scouts: failed to give the leading .

brigade timely warning. of the enemy. .'This was at
.rKalkheuwel and Kameelfontein and on both occasmons the
- maln body got too close *o the scouts.f

#*



“ In addltlon, rear guards were necessary to collect

#*

“wlguﬁ‘

Another protectlve duty was that of provzdlng

: flanklng patrols a" thousand yards on elther side of the

maln column Thls was a less dangerous actavxty because

on the march to Pretorla they were followzng a. retreatlng

‘.enemy and there was llttle llkellhood of a ‘flank attack.

-

stragglers and to prevent mlsconduct- thls was a

thoroughly unpleasant task in the choklng dust ralsed by '

oa column of wagons and anlmals.

An espe01ally hazardous aspect of the reconnalssance

.lwork was drawlng the: enemy S flre. if a kopae was
”suspected of harbourin?IBoers.:the advance party would
‘hmove forwards in qften ed order presentlng themselves

as targets. When the enemy opened fire the scouts would o

wheel around and race back under coverlng flre from the

usupportlng,fqrces,g_ It was_an unnervlng experlence for

those involvedfbut‘it was very_important.in determining

the presence of the enemy, since smokeless powder

) prevented the exact locatlon of the enemy belng determlnﬁd.

Scoutlng was an.art in whlch the Canadlans excelled.

Qualltles such as rldlng ablllty. 1ndependence and

ablllty o take cover enabled them to develop into . some

of the most successful scouts in the Brltlsh army.

,Furthermore, the . outdoor experlences of many of the

The actlon at Lellefonteln on the ?th of November 1900 .
was a notable exceptlon.
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N Canadlans enabled them more qulckly than the Brltlsh ' ';_
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| regulars to match the methods of the Boers.H

- moved ‘forward cautlously to. draw the’ enemw s flre. g

The farst aSSLgnment of the mounted lnfantry was

h to outflank the Boers and to prevent them from retreatlngf

from Brandfort. Three mlles west of Brandfort the

mounted troops were confronted by tWO separate groups_.7,

M -~

of kop3es occupled’by Boers. At noon the order was

glven to clear the kopges and two troops of A. squadron

Extrlcatlng themselves from a. wltherlng Boer crossflre

' the Canadlans galloped out of rifle range.. They had

successfully ascertalned the p051tlon of the enemy and
the rest of the reglment was brought up and, w1th the o
8831stance~of the artlllery. pom-poms and machlne—guns,
poured a heavy flre into the kopaes. A protracted duel
ensued and 1t was not untll late afternoon that the Boers
skllfully evacuated their pos;tlons and retreated |

northwards.7 o

It was the first experience,under fire for & .

sduadron and they performedgwith couraée and~resolutioﬂ._ .

That the Canadlans were stlll novzces desplte thelr
tralnlng -‘was lllustrated by an 1nc1dent during the
encounter. A Brltlsh Staff Offlcer. approached Colonel
Lessard with an order for the men to mount ‘and change

p031tlon. Some of them ran‘to thelr,horses without

h' unloading theirhfullyfcocked rifles. Unfortunately

. ow

~
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. two of the rlfles dlecharged and one of the bullets
htravelled between Lessard and the Staff Offlcer. The
.-latter galloped. off to report the 1nc1dent to Colonel -
.Alderson and recommended that because: of thelr 1nexper1-'
ence the Canadlans should be sent back for further
' tralnlng. Colonel Lessard however. 1nszsted on staying ;
at the front and agreed td accept full respon51b111ty
A_ for any further 1nc1dents.._
| - Both squadrons camped on hlgh ground north of

:.Brandfort that evenxng and from their elevated p051t10n

‘-f they could See the Boers scurrylng north over the flat

hFree State pralrle. A desperate race w?s in progress _:
——- the Boers were trying to ‘reach the safety of the .
Vet Rlver w1th their supply wagons, artlllery and

"'rolllng stock whlle the Brltlsh were determlned to

outflank and 1ntercept them by cuttlng the railway line.

- The Boers had a’ phobia about being encmrcled and when-

ever rheir.fianke were threatened they would beat 2
‘rapld retreat and entrench themselves” 1n a.new position.’
They had antlclpated the Brltlsh flanklng movement and

‘.malntalned a runnlng rearguard ‘fight ‘as they retlred.
It was dlsc1pllned and systematlc with moblle long—
range guns they heIﬁ the British at bay while thelr

Me}ower wagons hastened.north. and then‘the moblle-guns
would'retire fofanother’pQSitionnand‘commence she;ling'

.‘allowing the convoys more precious time to reach the.
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temporary haven acrqss the Vet. The ‘Boers were past-‘
masters in the art of rearegﬁard fighting, and thelr
remarkable mobility wee a major factor in the;r succes_s.8
Using these tactics the Boer forces reached .the
Vet safely. Onpe:the rolling stock had crossed the
.brldge they demolished it w1th dynamlte. The northern
bank formed an ideal defensive‘pOSLt;on --- the river
was up to forty.yerds wide with steep.‘bush-covered
banks and had few fordable drifts.
 General French decidedeto attempt a number -of”
simultaneous cr0351ngs of the Vet._ The. mﬁunted column
“ . . lncludlng the Dragoons moved off at daybreak on the
5th of May and headeéd For -the Vet which lay fifteen
miles to.nerth. At ﬁeon B.equadrenteéceived instructions
to dismount and to advance towards the river thereby
-drawing ﬁhe enemy's fire. They advanced cautiously in
| Céxtended order over 2,000 yards of open ground and
; - S ~560 yards from the river they were orderéd to -lie down
‘ f while a dozen scouts wepe sent ahead to reconnoitre the
':southern bank Wlthln a few minutes there was a burst
-of rapld fire and the scouts emerged from ‘the Dbushes .
and beat a retreat to the maln party. The Boers then
L B  ‘turned“their maesers-oﬁ.the pfostra?e men and swept
L L ,them with a hall of. bullets: Miraculously not a man
| was-hl;. Smokeless powder made it 1mp0351b1e to discern

At

‘ ?_ﬁhe?e;fhehBoé;emarksmen were located and the .order was

"i -
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glvén “to pour a.heavy flre 1nto the bush-covered banks t:r

.across the rlver. Concentrated rlfle flre comblned w1th

I-"effectlve coverlng artlllery partlally salenced the

hldden enemy En;F-4f4'f¢r:';":-f7'JT'.JQ'? ‘gi 1

- It was an uncomfortable experlence for the Canadlans-
they were forced to 1ie unprotected 1n the burn;ng sun .
- whlle suhaected to 1ntense rlfle flre and the lncessant
gnawlng of*lnnumerable red ants. Waterbottles-soon ran

-

dry and the-agonles of dehydratlon set ln : There was

ot

- wldespread rellef when the order was whlspered around"

Iy ..‘..,..

' "-"that-tﬁeg were to run the gauntlet of enemy f;;e\and

make for-the buShes frlnglng the southern banks. Leavxng

the maln body of~B squadron behlnd Turner took charge of

. the advance lrne—of scouts and instructed the group. to”

"Qfollow a. dry~rav1ne to the water s edge. When he-asked

iforuvolunteers te cross over to the occupled north bank

. ,;'every man volunteered. \\lhe\froup cautlously eased

themselves lnto the cold . greem) waters of the Vet and . - |

j;followed 1n 51ngle flle. As the water rose gradually
"-'they llfted thelr rlfles hlgher untll they were out cf

'fﬁfthelr depth and had to sw1m. The Boers had left that

sectlon of the rlver unguarded as they belleved that it

was too deep to cross, and the Canadlans crossed ‘over

-~ ToT

- The number varles between 51x and twelve men. They
i«lncluded J. - Rae,’ F. "Berg, R. * Russell, -‘W.J. Reid,

R a. ‘Keid, D. Mci(:.bbln, and w.J Jay. (Brltlsh)

- - v e s e . e e L. . - -
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safely and clambered up the steeply wooded bank where
they were 301ned by Lleutenant Borden and a private who?'
crossed over further west.*”‘ | | .

_ Two ‘men were sent ahead to reconnomtre but were
detected by the Boers who then'. tdrned thelr flre on thea
rest of the group. As: they were heav1ly outnumbered,‘

'_-the dec151on was made ta recross the rlver and thlS wasva
"Taccompllshed under a heavy covering flre ~ The horses
“dwere waiting. and the drlpplng men mounted qulckly and
'rode off to cross over agaln at a drlft further doWnstream.
'v:By thlS darlng act the Canadlans had tested the Boer :
.defences and by dlvertlng Boer.attentlon they had enabled
;mounted unlts lncludlng the remalnder of the Dragoons to f
fcross the Vet further west thereby openlng the v1tal
'western flank *9- | '
By evenlng the. whole~br1gade of mounted 1nfantry
had crossed the Vet and‘blvouacked on the north bank.
-Some Canadlans celebrated the crosszng wlth chlcken and -
:‘Cape aprlcot brandy whlle others were.lucky enough to -
camp 1n a. deserted farmhouse, but for the ‘men who had

‘swum the Vet 1t was a cold, cheerless nlght ln thelr wet

-

% The Boers were obllv1ous to the Canadlans crossing, .
and there is no substance to Trooper Anderson’sl0
‘assertion that the river ran red with- blood, or
-Trooper Rae sll that bullets were splashing everywhere.

This actlon earned a mentlon in dlSpatches for tho .
group and a D.S.0. for Turner.3
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S unlforms Borden suffered from rheumatlsm for three

Qays after hlS lmmer31on in the. oold water and Turner

o ”17f%;;ruefu11y noted in his’ d:r.airy:L that all the 1etters fr°m

?_‘hls wife had been rulned.

The northward pursult of the Boer army contlnued

‘ lé'over the followlng few days., The next m&aor geographlcal‘_,

barrler was the Zand rlver. about thlrty mlles north of -
the ‘Vet. A determlned effort was made to stall the Boers
1'before they crossed the‘Zand and destroyed the brldge.
,.The ‘Canadians were part of a flylng colum sent out to’
'accompllsh thls task, but effectlve rearguard flghtlng
fkept the attackers at a safe. dlsfance and allowed the
t Boers ‘to &rdss the Zand with thelr supply column~ Puffs
";of dust in the dlstance and muffled. exp1051ve sounds
.andlcated that the railway had been severed by the
'a;retreatlng ‘Boers. f iﬁ.‘ 'f* o _
Kroonstad was the new- capltal of the Orange Free L
:'State..and the Boers had de01ded to defend the Town
. with a determlned stand on the Zand. Re1nforcements~
iwere brought 1n and General Botha was glven overall '
;command of the defendlng force.-rThe wlndlng Zand river
:WLth steep, sandy banks covered in thlck bush: was an

: 1deal site: for a fortlfled stand T i
SERRETIEE g d': Elght miles south of the Zand lay the. Doorn rlver
' ‘Itfwas-here that French's mounted'column-was camped.,

- Lord Roberts believad“that the mercurial Boers could
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only ‘be defeated lf they were surrounded and forced 1nto'
' a frontal actlon, and he ordered the customary,flanklng
) attacks by the moblle unlts hoplng to concenK\H::/jpel
Boer forces 1n the centre for an attack by the in -
army. 13 -*During the afternoon of the 9th of May the

Dragoons moved off with French s mounted troops to

commence the turning movement an the western flank “The

force approached Du Preez Lager Drlft, the maln cr0551ng

othhe Zand in that area. antlclpatlng flndlng lt

heav1ly fortmfled. ro thelr surprlse 1t was" unoccupled,u:

" and, they took posse551on of - the adaacent drifts and

blvouacked -on the banks of the river for the nlght.

The mounted 1nfantry and the- cavalry set off ln

J'*the bltter pre-dawn and spread n .the t in a2 w1de”arc

over the flat rolllng veldt Ahead lay a serles of
gently sloplng kopjes allgned ln{a north south dlrectlon
and overlooklng the rall llne and the Boer posztlons on
the Rletsprult. The sudden appearance of the°mounted
unlts on his right’ flank alarmed Botha and he sent two o
" hundred . horsemen to check them and thereby to allow the
o Boer forces to W1thdraw north along the rallway.

- General. French-sent his cavalry to take control of.tne ,
rldge of kopaes, but they walked stralght lnto a Boer
trap. Alderson was 1nstructed\to take hlS men there at
a gallop to prevent the unlt belng enc1rcled and

_./

‘nannlh;lated. The Canadlan and Brltlsh mounted men rode,

L <, . .
o . .
. " . . . L . -
. L) R
. ; . : s '
) . T
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J}\



-t R LR

e iy — TV

A
e

THE ZAND 0 THE VALSCH

. (8-12/MAY 1900)

Virginia ™ ',

-y &

FYPRR



'.\ : _'-.

,i;:-up from 2 rldge ln the rear. dlsmounted and advanclng

carefully under cover helped drlve the Boer attackers ;l
.;“off.. The cavalry had been severely mauled by the Boers TU. -
l:and dead and dylng men were strewn among the boulders.#'
g The Canadlans helped tend the wounded and then
"spent most of the day protectlng the crlppled unlt. T
“In the afternoon they rode north to- Posen Hlll They :
_were about to blvouack for the nlght at Zonderhout farn ;n
when Alderson was ordered t6 move south agaln and a551st

fthe rear party at Vredens Verdrag. They stumbled through

»._the dark in a futlle m1851on and camped at mldnlght at

“the- scene of the earller dlsaster Many of the dead had

Jnot been burled and most of the wounded were moanlng 1n _‘

- angulsh - To- add to the dlscomfort ratlons were scarce

:‘because contact had been lost wlthythe transports and a -
llack of wood meant they had to use "buffalo ChlpS".tO ;T
brew tea and to warm themselves in the 1cy darkness.ls-
‘ The Brltlsh passage of the Zand rlver was the most
” _1mportant engagement on- the advance to Pretorla. It
=”marked ‘the termlnatlon of Free State resmstance to the‘

;Brltlsh advance to Pretorla ' and 1t forced the Boers to '

-

LE Soldlers and correspondentsl# clalm that it 'was a
. . white fldg trick, but there is no mention of deceit ..

in the official British history, The Times. history and ‘
-~ Goldman. " In all llkellhood it was an effectxve Boer
‘ trap '

**QOnly at Kllprlversberg Just south ;of Johannesburg,,
-« would the Transvaal Boers make a last-dltch stand to.
stop the Brltlsh. : . .
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'abandon Kroonstad. At noon on the thh of'May Lord

‘*Roberts entered Kroonstad and accepted the surrender of ,": a

the town and the Canadlans trooped in later Ain the ". B
: afternoon. ‘The Dragoons had been actlve on the- march il
‘from Bloemfonteln. and had been compllmented for thelr
coolness under flre, thelr patlent endurance of short
'ratlons and thelr hard work.lé' Due 1argely to thelr
Aexpert use of cover and extended order under flre they
~had suffered no casualtles. The Canadlans were becomzng‘T
dangerously complacent however. and they attrlbuted the
lack of casualtles to deterloratlng Boer marksmanshlp '
because of progressmve demorallzatlon.l? | ‘

The break at Kroonstad provlded a much-needed rest
‘:‘and.both soldlers and horses beneflted from a stay free~
of the ten31ons and trlbulatlons of the battle—front._

' _Ratlons were llmlted because oﬂ,food shortages but thls

was’ amply compensated for by the avallablllty of fresh

hmeat. For many of the Canadlans the stopover was. the

'-frrst opportunlty to ‘remove thelr boots and socks 51ncefﬁ_
leavlng Bloemfonteln. Water for washlng was a- scarce
item on ‘the march,-and the men selﬁom washed more than '

'twlce a week.. At KrOOnstad they scrubbed themselves in ﬁ-'
-the cold waters of the Valsch rlver and laundered thelr“j

- grimy clothes. Few of the men‘bver bothered to shave

' on the march as hot water was too scarce and the process

was tod tlmefconsumlng.

"o



Rumours were clrculatlng in- Kroonstad that a ':
number"of promlnent Boer leaders had surrept;tlously
returned to thelr farms west of the town A flylng

column under Colonel Alderson was a351gned to undertake

a. three-day reconnalssance mission to- the Bothavllle area.

- The column was ccmpcsed.of one hundred Canadlans (Dragoons‘
and Mounted leles) and one. hundred’ Brltlsh mounted
1nfantry , Turner was chosen to command the Dragoon ;-Q"

) contlngent and Young and Cockburn were app01nted to assmst

”f'b hlm. Ammunltlon, emergency rathns and oats were hastlly

packed and at. 5 p m. on Wednesday. the 16th of May the
‘men departed. They travelled through the nlght .and - the
followzng day with’ short breaks to .rest and to feed the
horses. Under cover of dark that evening they began
thelr‘lnvestlgatlons.‘ The column would approach a farm;'
house suspected of harbourlng combatants. and -while the o
remalnder walted in reserve ‘a dozen men .wauld rush the |
house wath revolvers cocked._ They v1szted many'houses
in rapld succession throughout the nlght and captured
twenty-four promlnent-prlsoners.f By the tlme the group
halted at 10 a m. the- next day they had covered 51xty '
1 mlles in. a seml-clrcle Whlch took them w1th1n twelve-'
_-.mlles of Bothavzlle. The maaor portlon of the ‘route was
over dlfflcult terraln and - covered in total darkness.f
Most of the'mounted_men had dlff;culty keeplng awake; -

- some fell asleep on.their mounts and were jolted .awake .
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__En impact'uith'the'ground. Aftér a four-hour rest they
contlnued for another flfteen mlles before camplng for ”h
the nlght and they rode lnto Kroonstad the follow1ng day )
There were no casualtles, although flve horses had '
collapsed from exhaustlon.- The Dragoons had played a
- sagnlflcant part in one of the most remarkable mlss10ns
of the campalgn.18‘ ¢ . | |
Wlth the arrlval of supplles by wagontraln and
the rapldly approachlng rallhead Lord Roberts declded to
resume the advance. to Pretorla. The northward push was
- to be achleved by the trled and trusted flanklng move- '
ments --—-the capture of the capltal was 100 1mportant
.-for 1nnovatr;e tactics. The cavalry and mounted 1nfantry
would move- north on the western flank harrassxng the _*c
Boer rlght and they would then head east to the rallway o
and attempt to cut off the Boer retreat along the
:_ Tallllne.lg' o C ' ‘ b
At & p m. on- the d9th of May - .orders were 1ssued
'for‘the.mounted-lnfantry to march off after divine service .
next mornlng In a simple; Solemn service the chaplain
asked for d1v1ne protectlon for the success of the |
a mlSSlon as the men sat. bowed and hatless on their rest-
less mounts. At the conclusion of the serv1ce General
~ Hutton gave - the men ‘a short 'pep- talk' on the dlffleult
days that lay ahead and then the brlgade headed out onto

- the open pralrles of the rnorthern Free State 20



The push to Pretorla was, pursued thh relentless.‘

-”:V1gour and the 1nexorable advance contlnued day after

; -day:_ French's mounted column snaked its way north over

glthe sunbaked veld maklng good time on the splendid’
:natural road. The churnlng wheels and hooves rarsed.

. clouds of choklng dust whlch reVealed the posztlon of o

. the column for mlles around. This was of no strateglc

lmport since the Boers were 1ntent on reachlng the Vaal

.rlver and had llttle 1nterest in the movements of the

}'Brltlsh troops.

The tasks assxgned to the mounted troops requlred

"speed and flElelllty and they. were allocated a mule _
' transport company to carry food and forage ' Mules were

. fister and hardler than the s1low-moving oxXen,’ and performed

better durlng the day whereas ‘the -0xen preferred the cool,

21

of the nlght. The mules were hitched up to a Varlety

~of transport wagons and were ablé to keep .in falrly close‘,-_ o

; - proximity to the mounted menﬁ- The_Qape buck wagons.

Scotch carts and Canadian wagons' were the'most serviceaple'

Cof the transports - The only'complalnt Colonel Lessard

made about the latter was the lack of smdeboards Whlch

.would-have facllltated‘loadlng and allowed larger loads.?zﬁ.‘

-L The men always carried a full day s ratlons 1n thelr

haversacks and often sufflclent for two days 'sO they‘

" could operate 1ndependently of the transport column.: I

addltlon to thelr waterbottle and. ratlons, they also
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carrled 1nnumerable pleces of equlpment. Clothlng and
f eatlng utensxls were packed ln the saddle wallet Whlle a- . .;_ -

- coat and a blanket ‘were. placed lmmedlately behlnd the

f"saddleug ‘Oats and hay were strapped-to the left of the

“_ﬁpwelght of the soldler was added 1t meant that the horses

saddle and from the other side dangled a collectlon of‘
potsr pans, hatchets and plcketang tools. The accumulated
. welght of equlpment. feed rlfle. ammunltlon and saddle‘

totalled‘approxlmately seventy-flve pounds and when the L_; ’,‘~'-’" '

‘were carrylng an average of 250 pounds each.. It was not f?rﬁ“"ﬁ_

".surpr1s1ng that emac1ated hor'ses . often collapsed under

l

thls welght. 23 :‘ R f;- "“ o '.L ol 7,_5;“:.’;:if7‘::”-3j *?ﬂ'

The column covered the slxty mlles from Kroonsta

p v

:to the Vaal rlver 1n six days but many moTe mlles were‘
' covered ln patrolllng and scoutlng.r The rapld march 1eft

i'lts mark-on men'and anlmals -To the rlgours of~the

march were added the xnclemencxes of the Afrzcan cllmate vQ“.r -

== hot sunny days and cold frosty nlghts, dust storms _,;?t“'

-

"and thunderstorms. The horses and mules suffered

severely and many had to be led out of “the ranks and shot

because of their gaunt and debllltated cond1t10n.24 'The .

.‘rottlng carcases - fllled the African alr w1th the stench:,,-

of decay and the scattered skeletons would mark the n';‘.' RS

route for years to come.'

The - men were often in the sun for hours on end S g..fixff-

under a bla21ng sun. There were usually no’ lunch breaks —

11}
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”G?U-La and they satlsfled the pangs of hunger by munchlng on a

blscult and slaklng thelr thlrst from thelr waterbottles.2§u

'f When the scouts located a dam the men would edge thelr "ﬂ,
horses 1nto*the turbld water and whlle the horses drank
the less cautlous.men would flll thelr bottles 'with the
dlrty water. On one occaszon an RCD trooper s horse got

.ﬂ;f‘:?i- stuck in the-mud and he ‘had to dlsmount in the cold,

ST murky water and pull the unfortunate anlmal out and then
T rldexout the day in muddy, wet clothes.gé '

-3:k~x?r“';ﬁ The campsates were’ frequently Selected 1thout any

-~

con51derat10n for human comfort:,,cheerless and shelterless

- e -

B Lo they'were 1nvar1ably velled ln a fog of dust when they

ﬁ_fn“weren t-located. ln a marsh.27 Often the men would

stumble in - late at. nlght and after attendlng to thelr

horses and swallowang a meagre supper they would collapse

\_iﬁ:d’p ) fully clothed in an”exhausted sleep u51ng thelr saddles
; T 28

.as plllows. L The dry Eree State alr seldom prov;ded a .
e.nocturnal cloud cover and clear. frosty nlghts created
- ~harsh condltlons for the ‘men huddled on a‘rubber sheet.
" Tand” ‘Covered only w1th a blanket and an overcoat 29 When
~ the transports falled to arrlve wzth thelr beddlng gear
the offlcers suffered more than the men “and often they
spent half the. nlght walklng around to keep warm. Some
llke Turner and Forrester would crawl under the Cape
cart in- an. effort to seek protectlon from the numbing

.cold BOM The rum 1ssue was a great boon on chllly nlghts.

e



&5:: ti{i Rever}le was sounded between three and four o clock )

. "“‘¢An tHe mornlng..rPreparlng breakfast in the dark or ln
~1}  the dlm llght of- a candle was too arduous a task for

< ':l.}~ sleepy soldlers-and a mouthful of hardtack and a cup of

<51:. tea.prov1ded the standard start to: the day Usually the
B ‘order to degart was delayed untll dawn but ln an emergency

::;17-"'the column would move off in: the dark'and sometlmes 1n

-
-

thlck mlst, ~In the Inky pre-dawn 1t was 1mp0551ble to
see” the numerous antbear holes that dotted the veld and

-f:'f:: frequently a horse would step Into one sendlng HlS sleepy

“

rlder sprawllngnon the veld 31 i

- . - -

When the supply wagons were 1n contact w1th the

- column the_men w0uld draw thelr own ratlons.f The standard

1ssue was bully beef tea, coffee, sugar. aam and

. hardtack.in-The mounted~men often blvouacked ahead of ]-f”
the supplx traln and when thalr supplles ran low" they
had to resort to purchaszng, commandeerlng or lootlng
The veld was dotted w1th Boer farm-houses, and ‘a house .
ln the vlclnlty of the route of the column was soon
;__Qg surrounded by men eager to buy eggs, chlckens. mllk butter,
flour, honey.,lard and soap "from the tlmld occupants.w It:'
- was often WIth a look of astonlshment that the women of
the household accepted payment as they had been told that
the 1nvaders took everythlng and burned the house.33,

The rout:ne of the northward advance dld permlt the

-~ -

-A

N men to lndulge 1n cooklng meals occaszonally and chlckens,‘

s oL B ) "‘\‘
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ducks. plgs and sheep provzded a pleasant change to ;

_ hardtack A poPular method of cooklng -was to utlllze
"the many antheaps that covered the veld.‘ They ‘averaged - )

: two' and a half feet in helght w1th a W1de base and were'
,baked hard by the sun The Canadlans learned from the

‘_vAfrlcans that by cuttlng off the top and hollow1ng them’

out' and maklng a flre 1nsrde they were very effectlve _

.Qstoves. The antheaps were also used as ovens. Thls
involved bulldlng a flre 1ns;de and when 1t had burned
.out 1nsert1ng a chlcken or duck.' The openlng was then‘

:closed up and a flre was- bullt around the outsrde. It.

: ;took a con51derable time to cook in this. manner and in “
their eagerness to consume “the dellcac1es the men would

'occa51onally eat them too soon, and 1llness resultlng

| from eatang half—cooked blrds was a frequent occurrence 34

The mess tlns were the standard cooklng uten5115.

: The men would save the fat from plgs and sheep for frylng
'chlckens and ducks and for- maklng flapjacks: if they had
”'bran or flour Occa51onally they were lssued wax candles

“and thesg would be used for frylng hardtack. The duty

cook would soak the hardtack in water and then fry 1t in,

'melted wax. When washed down with hot coffee it was

qulte palatable'35 Ani early arrlval in: camp allowed -

tlme to cook and the men would rotate the Cooklng.chores

‘fwhlle others attended to the horses. Varylng the cooks

L 4

'lent a llttle varlety and lnterest to 2 monotonous diet.
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_.The men soon’ developed an adeptness at plucklng chlcgens :;»
| and slaughterlng sheep and a prof1c1ency at preparlng
.;palatable meals. ’ | : . | - |
”.g As the - mounted men often ranged far from the :
foonvoys there was a constant need for horses and forage
Whenever horses and feed wére dlscovered they were .
commandeered and-a recelpt was left Wlth the Boer famlly, é‘
but loo‘t:.nU of food and possessmons by the troops was -
‘”strlctly forbldden. Lord Roberts was rumoured to have
| threatened any vrolators w;th hanglng and ‘Colonel Lessard .
'warned hlS ‘men that lootlng of farms was agalnst army

Vorders.j?

The Dragoons were 1ncensed 1f they oould ‘
rald barhs’ for oats for the horses what about the needs'
‘of starvxng soldlers° Furthermore, argued the troops.
' af the-fowls, sheep and cattle.weren 't taken they would_
be used to feed'the Boer commandos and thereby_prolong
_the war.js:- : S | | -
Gradually an unwrltten law was accepted nothlng

. J
was taken from occupled farms but deserted farms or

" farms where the white flag had been used deceltfully
‘were ralded and razed : To thls actLV1ty the offlcers
-lncrea51ngly turned a bllnd eye. 39 The Dragoons,
belng mounted, ranged far and wide over the veld and.
- . frequently located unoocupied'farms. They would move in
. and take anythlng not nalled down and then break up the
house for flrewood. If ‘the party_was in no hurry they “;
& - '



'_‘bes;des flghtlng.

-‘laager'

-

"

V*would s1t around the smoulderlng beams eatlng and Smoklng.

‘ As WLlllam Anderson_wrote 1n a letter home" the Canadians

i,

' The mounted column headed north from hroonstad

: pa851ng Rhenosterkop. a promlnent elevatlon w1th a

ev1dence of: the enemy and the column turned east at’ the

'.;‘bssenbosch Sprult in the dlrectlon of the rallway hoplng
R to cut the Boer retreat. At EssenboSch it was 1earned
al that the Boers had retreated thlrty—SLx hours earller

.'1he turnlng movement was halted 1mmed1ately and the_

"brlgade was ordered to prepare for a rapld dash to the

Vaal. The. Dragoons were actlve 1n a Scoutxng party sent

out’ to reconnoltre the approaches to the Vaal and the

" absence of Boer forces-xn the Parys area conv1nced

seneral French to attempt the cr0531ng ln that v1cln1ty.

‘rhe brlef mentlon in lels;onal orders that "ueneral

Bo

: were determlned to do somethlng to dlstlngulsh themselves i

. commandlng VLew of the flat countrysmde. There was 11tt1e“

French 1ntends t0 Cross _the Vaal tomorrow“ sent rlpples.""

. of excltement through the camp. What better way to

celebrate the Queen s blrthday than to breach Kruger s.
42 '

The camp was’ astlr by 4:30 a.m. on the 24th of . May

. and by sunrlse the march to the Vaal wae underway After_
- the longest and hardest days march of the campalgn the

’column reached Parys_ln the 1ate afternoon to find the
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drift undefended butin disrepair. One cavalry'reglment o

fcrossed over w;th dlfflculty and the Dragoons and the

» o

"; remalnder of ‘the column were. sent along the southern -

o ‘bank of the river to om V:Llaoen s Drlft, It was a

_'5phazardcus Journey along a, rough rocky road in the dark

“and- although it was an xdeal locatlon for an ambush there .

1‘was no sxgn of the enemy Behlnd the mounted troops the

'-‘flve—mmle long transport traxn trundled along powered

. -partly by the screams ‘and curses “of. the offlcers and

-

'the drlvers. The column was v1rtually at a standstlll

- a"by mldnlght when the tran5port offlcer deczded $o.call a .--

halt. “AC few mlles ahead the men anxlously awalted thelr
”ratlons. and the offlcers,_wlth equal sollc1tude, thelr :
‘ beds.s For the Ganadlans 1t was a hungry cold and sleep-
less nlght and a royal blrthday that would long be”

,remembered 3 . I .
The troops commenced the cross;ng of the Vaal at
l"sunrlse The horses struggled down the uneveri bank and
lilnto the fast-flowlng river and w1th the chllly water
r“llapplng at the stlrrups they stumbled across the rocky
‘drlft. Less fortunate were ' the mules pulllng the
'ambulances. water—carts, guns and ammunltlon wagonse
The~cours1ng waters and'the uneven bottom.created perilous“‘
':jconditions and.some’wagons overturned‘and were.lost wlth-

‘the mules-in'the‘river,gu



, The Canadians had expected a Stlff flght at’ the S
;Vaal and to cross’ over an easmly derensible p031tlon w1th
_'nc ev;dence of the Boers was antlclimact;c. To. dlscover
l“the flrst rarm-houee ‘on Transvaal soml flylng two whlte'
'_flags reinforced thezr complacent convmctlon that “the ._

"_iWar was vartually over and that only mopplngaup operatlons

_'_remalned..é The column moved off 1n a north-easterly :

o dlrection towards Johannesburg ' To many of the Dragoons |
athe “Golden Caty was as coveted a prlze as Pretorla.n

. The Brit‘:.sh had learned that Louis Botha was

*hpreparing to make a stand on the Klzprlversberg 1mmed1ately"“

south of Johannesburg.- The site was ldeal fof a- defen31ve )

' ,fposition for although the ridge was not high it dom;nated

n*the Kllpriver valley through which ran a marshy rlver

r

.:_fordable in only three places. Botha s forces were Lo

:'strongly entrenched along the Kllpriversberg w1th a
'powerful flank extending to Doornkop. ‘Shortly before
-noon on Monday. 28th May the,Dragoons passed through a

.',,narrow openlng 1n the Gatsrand and expoeed before them

lay the panoramic expanse of the Klipr;ver Valley with s
f'the ramparts of the Kliprivereberg form;ng the backdrop.
._Vaguely vieible on the northern horizon were the minew‘_
shafts and tailinge dumps of the gold minee.- A good i
road wound its way down the ridge and across a bridge._
over ‘the marshy Klipriver‘and skirted the western edge
ofjthe Kliprivereberg.on.ite;yay-tofJobannesburga-',‘



RITEL
Lord Roberts was pushlng north along the rallway with
the maln army to theﬂtastern approaches to Johannesberg;‘
General French had the cholce of undertaklng a- dlrect “
frontal assault on the Boer defences or turnlng to the _
left and attacklng Johannesburg from the west.» He -f .
declded to test the hllprlversberg defences ‘with a
frontal attack and then to attempt a flanklng movement :
“on the west. The artlllery began to bombard the rldge
' but when the shells fell short the cavalry and the mounted '
‘ lnfantry were sent over. the'bridge to clear the Boers lff N
from the knolls between the rlver and the Kllprlversberg.:
Another Canadlan reglment the Canadlan Mounted leles ?‘ .
”‘} were glven the honour of a front line pos;tlon in the
attack. The Boer guns opened up as they crossed the_
IEF brldge at Van Wyk s Rust and the troops were subgected
| to heavy flre as they galloped across the 1ow -lying
plaln to the nearest protectlve promontory ~ The men had:
been curlous about a number of rocks palnted w1th llme.
and when the guns opened up they reallzed the rocks ‘
acted 2as rangeflnders and they gave them a w1de berth.
Orders were passed to Colonel Lessard to advance :
_;with;the Dragoons and to relieve the Canadian ﬁounted
Rifles'who‘uere_to’proceed north along the Klipspruit
to a-ridge closer to the enemy"'s position. By“now the
:ﬁoers had‘establdshed the;range and using‘pom-poms and

flarge-shél}s"tﬁeﬁapoured-aiheavy fdre into- the open area

T
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_on the hllprlversberg.,
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’ \

- which the Dragoons had to traverse. Lessard ordered the
‘ cmen to 1ncrease speed and to extend further as the shells

‘.drOpped wlth 1ncrea31ng frequency among the horsesd After

runnlng a mlle-long gauntlet of enemy flre the Canadlans

reached the safety of the knoll and dlsmounted Although

there had been many- close calls«not a- man had been hlt.

All afternooh the Boers poured shells and bullets onto

'the front-line posmtlons manned by the Canadlans and the
 New Zealanders ‘Not only were they: able to hold the

. strateglc knolls but by evenlng the Boers had been forced

to retreat from the forward rldges to the maxn p051tlon

&

“The Canadlans were ordered to hold the strateglc

-knolls overnight to.prevent the Boers regalnlng control"

of the" forward rldges. Patrols were posted to counter

‘a- p0551ble night attack and flres and smoklng were
.forbldden. The Dragoons spent a cold, sleepless and
lanxlous nlght on the barren kopje and when the sun peered

'over the marshes in the east the ground was covered w1th

2 gllstenlng mantle of thlck frost and the water—bottles'

were frozen'solld. They awalted the dawn with trepldatlons

expectlng to ‘be annlhllated by a barrage of shell flre,'

. ‘but the ant101pated onslaught falled to materlallse,".

Instead the Boer fire was dlrected at the Canadlan

-Mounted leles and.. the New Zealanders and a message was

sxgnalled to Lessard to send a squadron to assist
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-?the beleaguered unlts. Ma;or Wllllams led B squadrgn/

. across the exposed area under the heavy flre of the

pom—poms, and was’ then ordered to turn around and return

-JThe men were: furlous at the futlllty of such .4_dangerous

‘mission and they later learned that they had aoted as

]:targets in order that the Brltlsh artlllery could locate

.-the Boer guns.- To thelr amazement not a man was hlt.

Once the Canadlans anf New Zealanders ‘had completedff'

-

.thelr task of contalnlng the Boers on Klrprlversberg

' .they began to wlthdraw. As they made a dash for the ‘

: brldge the Boers edged closer and redoubled thelr flrlngrf

" .- The dlfflcult task of coverlng the retlrement of these

‘units fell to the Dragoons and by skllful fire the enemy

was checked until the last. man had crossed the: brldge.-

The retlrement was ass;sted by coverlng flre from the

_Brltlsh. twelve-pounders and by the smoke of veld flres'

?sparked by exploding shells. It was now the turn'of the"

| Dragoons to evacuate thelr posztlon and run’ the gauntlet

of enemy firer in a hasty retreat to the bridge. As they

-emerged from thefshelter”of the‘kopje the Boers'turned

thelr pom-poms on the mounted men -and shells landed in
profusion as they zlg-zagged 1n extended order. Not -

until they‘reached the brldge out of range of the guns ‘

- did the.ordeal end. The Dragoons‘had survived the

barrage unscathed and to hoth men and correspondents-this,. .

x By holdlng the centre they denled the Boers relnforce- .

ments on the western flank
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'T'.western,front.

N

'could only ‘be: explalned by sheer prov1dence.-'}wj;:ff‘ﬂ ,fxfaiy"’
Colonel Alderson led hlS troops north-westward .f:?i‘f%f ﬁf

,1n an arc wlde of the 1nfantry battle and by evenlng 2 }?;iﬁ>f,;_-
they had closed up w;th the advance unlts. A ragged S V
'and weary but satlsfled group of Canadlans stumbled‘u_;;,fgtJ:;
.1nto camp. that evenlng. . The battle for.Johannesburg had -
been won w1thout loss of Canadlan llves. but lt had been -
The Canadlan defence had been —}~ -;'}ﬂ o

- . ~

' ccruczal in permlttlng the Brltlsh flanklng marches and

-an exhaustlng_two days.
tthelr accurate flrlng had kept the Boers plnned on B
‘Kllprlversberg and prevented relnforcements reachlng the i'
Although the Dragoons were not 1n the~ -.;;rflu‘ll
vanguard of - the flanklng movement ln the afternoon,vby N ‘
“ﬁrelnforclng the rear of the cavalry advance they.had n“ “Tfi}."'
:?helped dlvert the attentlon of the- Boers on. Doornkob
:'from the lnfantry front and they had a531sted in turnlng
':the Boer rlght flank whlch opehed the rotte to Johannesburg.,
A tlred Lleutenant Turner scrawled a 51mple entry in hlS -
"fdlary that nlght.‘ “I was proud of the men- today. The

carrespondent of the Montreal Star concluded hlS report

of the battle with a giow1ng commendatlons “It was-a .
lgrand trlbute to the pluck, energy and soldlerly ablllty
of -the Canadlans that they were chosen and depended upon
to_hold the enemy in check until the last man was,out-of :

- range of the enemy's guns.;gél' - ) N .'__ - : ;ld-_” .

The Dragoons were in the saddle agaln at daybreak -

" the next mornlng en route to thelr asszgned blvouac at 1‘ :

-
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: Drlefonteln north of Johannesburg Standlng on the

lofty northern_edge of the W1twatersrand they gazed

“north over rugged -rolllng-veld to the serrated ridges

o

’ 'lfd:of the Magallesberg. UPucked away out of sight among. the
.1“hllls some forty mlles away was™ the prlze.r Pretorla.

;"capltal of the Transvaal. o _" 2

_,‘)

From their elevated“Vantage poxnt the British

‘x_rcommander notlclng @ Boer- convoy maklng 1ts way to Pretorla

-sent a un1t ln pursult A troop of Dragoons was 1ncluded

,ln the party a551gned to head off the convoy. but the .

7 group became separated.w Hard rldrng'brought Lelutenant

;"Borden and hls troop 1nto contact w1th the: conVoy. They

dlsmounted and engaged the enemy at 1, 000 yards forclng

the Boers to unllmber and return thelr flre.. - By slow1ng

the convoy they allowed - the artlllery to come up 1in support '

'f .and a number of well placed shells dlsabled three wagons.

:and 1mmoblllsed their blg three-lnch Creusot gﬁn. The

remalnder of the convoy were able to get away and .as the

;Brltlsh horses were too tlred to. follow the Boers, were

'allowed to escape to Pretorla. Durlng the encounter

_ Trooper Morrlson was respon31ble for a plucky act which

j‘ reflected the-ba51c trarnlng in Hallfax.' Whlle the

"Whlte-waters-rldge“ on whlch Johannesburg 1s situated.

## The 75 mm. Creusot was made in France and had a range

o of almost ? 000 yards.



}'Canadlans were dlsmounted some of the horses got loose

‘3and Morrlson collected them under flre and concealed them?‘

~

l;from the Boer sharpshooters.47 .

<

The booty lncluded a number of wagons contalnxng

o ;rlfles. ammunltlon and clothlng and the Creusot whlch

;had shelled the—Canadlans from the hllprlversberg the day
‘beforer= A.commandant and flfty prlsoners were captured
-;;rand together w1th the sp0115 they were taken to the

ZZCanadlan camp. Private Hllder and members of his troop |

h

'-1;were a531gned to guard the Boer prlsoners, and to thelr
':iiastonlshment they dlscovered 2 Torontonlan among them.'
-‘::He 1nformed hlS fellow countrymen that he had become o
f*dlsilluSLQned w1th the Brltlsh cause and dec1ded to make
,;hls way to~South Afrlca and 301n the Boers. 48 o
_ thannesburg was surrounded and the c1ty that had
figured so promlnently 1n the events leadlng o the out-
:;break of the War surrendered with' hardly'a shot belng
‘ flred. At 2 p m. on Thursda;, 3lst May Lord Roberts
_formally occupled the "Golden City". Lleutenant Turner
Acommented in his dlary that ‘with the Boers on the run

- and Johannesburg captured the War would soon ‘be over,

Low

but 1t would be two whole years before the flghtlng
_ceased 49 | '

The ‘capture. of Johannesburg allowed the - mounted
troops three lelsurely days in. two camps ten mlles north ”'

- of the city. The Canadians used the time to_batherln “the
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cold waters of the thtle Jukske1 rlver and to wash and

mend clothes or to 31t and relax 1n the warm w1nter sun._

;The contents of the captured wagons were dlstrlbuted S

among the men and a hllarlous mornlng was spent exchanglng
1tems of_clothlng and then dre351ng up in the SPOllS.SO‘A

e There _WaS keen dlsappolntment among the men at
belng denled access to Johannesburg. To many 1t was a ..;
city of dreams and to be. cooped up in camp w1th1n sxght
of the clty was frustratlng ‘Thelr annoyance was-not -

assuaged by an order that only one offlcer and two men

:'from each unlt could v131t Johannesburg Many Canadlans-

‘ had been entlced to JOln up by the opportunlty of forelgn
o travel and they were.lncensed when only 51x out f 700

-were permltted_to v131t the - "Golden Clty". The '

correspondents, offlcers and. men who were selected £ound

the v151t hardly worth the ordeal of the twenty mile

B ride. .The city had been a ghost- town since the- outbreak

of. the War, and ‘the lack of staples had drlven prlces

. to. exorbltant levels.5l_

De5p1te concern about the long 11nes of communlcatlon

Lcrd Roberts declded to launch the flnal assault on |

APretcrla. twenty~f1ve miles to the north._ The trled and
'tested western flanklng movement was to be applled agaln.

"The mounted forces were: ordered to move around Pretorla

’

‘from the west and seVer the rallway'llne to ‘the north,

;,whlle the main army marched along the rallway dlrectly to

Pretdr1a.52 S o .
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‘The mounted colum left at first light Sunday, the

‘_3rd of June and by _noon. ‘had crossed over the Crocodlle

‘_rlver at Roodewal Once across the rlver the terraln

| changed from rolling hills to rugged uplands punctuated
by rocky kopaes and pre01p1tous spru;ts. It was ground
-quite unsulted “to mounted troops and formldable for
:the cumbersome transports. The Boers used the landscape

_to their advantage leadlng the cavalry on from ridge to d~

L rldge and draw1ng the’ advance party to the entrance of

i the. halkheuwel Deflle.lﬁ | N _

) | General French was anxlous to reach Welgegund
”drlft that nlght and the forward patrol entered the pass
‘before it had been thoroughly searched-- With steep srdes
'and a narrow passage way “the’ def;le was a perfect ambush
__szte.- Boer sharpshooters were waltlng on elther 51de

'i_and as the cavalry. entered they opened fire. 53 There.
were, w11d scenes of panlc and confu51on as the rlders
.‘attempted to reel‘thelr rearlng. nelghlng horses around |

and escape from the turmoil. French 1mmed1ately reallzed

-the grav;ty of the 51tuat10n'and ordered the guns and

the mounted 1nfantry to the rescue. The Canadlans were

11ncluded 1n the group rushed to the front to assist the
beleagured cavalry. They dismounted and clambered up
the western ridge leadlng to the commandlng kooJe :A‘

Y
. protracted rifie and artillery duel followed and roar

s

of the guns reverberated through. the surroundlng hllls .
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"throughout'the afternoon.f-By“sunset the-Boers had'been -
f cleared.from the deflle and the surroundlng kopaes and o
'“strong outposts were set up to prevent a counter attack.54"

Ina 51tuat10n remxnlscent of Kllprlversberg the Dragoons

were assmgned the responszblllty of occupylng the domlnant..,_

kopae and preventlng the pass falllng 1nto enemy hands
agaln It was a cold, cheerless nlght the supp y wagons
fhad fallen far behlnd 1n the rocky country and the - ‘h.
;hungry troops were not allowed to smoke nor llght flres.;
-The vigil contlnued untll the transports had passed
ithrough the deflle and the Dragoons then took up a rear-_
guard pos;tlon to. the column 'They recrossed the
;_Crocodlle rlver and travelled along the- Rustenburg.road
in the dlrectlon of Pretorla. It.was-a‘good:roadvand."l
there was no SLgn of the enemy to. impede their progress
" and yet Progress was palnfully slow. Man& of the horses'
were worn cut and not fit to ride, and the road was. full
:of men leadlngrhorses or slouchang along w1thout mounts - -
_ because theirs‘had perished. 'Some stragglers were able:
to cadge atride on the wagons.A When the-brigade'canped ;
:.for the night a few miles north-west of Pretoria they
1earned that the eapital had fallen and that Lord Roberts
had entered the town that day 55

The Dragoons entered Pretorla at noon on Wednesday.
the 6th of June. They were.a very dlshevelled and motley ,f

.group of conquerors - dusty, bearded and,clothed in torm, .



dlrty unlforms.ssreThefE'wefe ho signs:of“the:triumphéﬁt e
Lreceptlon the meﬁ had env1s;oned: no flags. 1o bands,
'fno buntlng. and no cheerlng throngs. - The . column shuffled
?'through the tcwn past Kruger s home and government
:‘bulldlngs to camp on. the bare veld once’ agaln. The

| refralﬁ “We are marchlng to Pretoria sung so frequently o

on the trek from Bloemfonteln seemed rather empty- and

. hollow to & weary group of men who settled into another

'barren camp at hoedoe5poort seven mlles east of Pretorla.
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"CHAPTER V - PATROLLING THE HIvaELD*

The fall of Pretorla did not mark the end of - the
war as had been ant1c1pated by soldlers and newspaper .
correspondents. After the fllght of Pres1dent Kruger .
. and hlS government east to, Machadodorp and the occupatlon
of Pretorla by the Brltlsh the Boer forces had experlenced
“d Spasm of despalr";ll However,jthe @remat;c soccesses of
De Wet in‘the Orange River Colony.** the defiant.exaipie .
of Presrdent Steyn and the dynam;c 1eadersh1p of Louls
Botha and Jan Smuts infused a new- Splrlt among the Boers.,
In addltlon peace negotlatlons w1th the Brltlsh gave the
Boers breathlng space “to regroup thelr forces. o

" Although the British had captured the capltals they o
had'falled to gain control of the couptry51de, The;r..
edvance.‘like a'plocghshare'with‘e'narrow track .oad.cut-j
‘through the country throw1ng Boers aside but leav;ng
them ready to reassemble at Wlll and contlnue the confllct.?_
In the Orange R;ver_Colony De Wet launched devastating
raids on British depots, end in the rugged'ridgesr
irﬁpning‘southfeest from Pre@oria'determined‘Boer-

commandos-took-up positions under Boﬁha's leadership.

* The elevetedjrolling'COuntrp'of the'easterﬁ Transraél. T
#% On the 28th of May- Roberts had formally amnexed the -

Orange Free State and he renamed it -the Orange River
Colony. .
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'r;gThe rldges are connected by lateral spurs and dlssected

by numerous deflles and prov1ded excellent cover for the . .-

Boer marksmen. Botha expected Roberts to’ contlnue hls
. . advance, along the rallway llne in- pursult of Kruger, and
‘fhe establlshed a front runnlng twenty miles from," -
‘hameelfonteln to Tygerpoort. Botha had learned the
;1mportance of strong flanks to counteract the successful
Brltlsh turnlng movements used on the march to. Pretorla h
He- decided to turn the tables on the Brltlsh and outflank
'.‘-‘them.3 The Dragoons would soon.experlence a taste of '

- thelr own medlclne. i
General French was stlll in command of the cavalry
\and the mounted 1nfantry. although the wastage of men
andﬁhorses‘on-the_march to’ Pretorla had’ reduced‘the size
of the column conszderably . Two days after'settling dn"'
'at Koedoespoort the Dragoons moved with French to 'h"
Kameeldrlft a few mlles to the north-east. During the
weekend the Canadlans shared in scoutlng sorties in the
v1¢1n1ty of the Boer rlght flank It was estlmated that
4,000 men with flfteen guns were. entrenched on the .
three. peaks overlooklng the Kameelfonteln valley.v The
scouting was inadequate and hom formidable the Boer
position really was would not bemfully realized dntil
w.twenty4four hours later. _A
* Reveille sounded at jta.m;fon Monday 'morning the'

11lth of June and French's shrunken column moved off in

s . . e .- ' .
- . . - el M
- . . R s
. . - ‘ . A
. - . . - o N



_'.1'30'; . o | . : 2

' the pretdawn darkness towards-Kameelfonteinfﬁrift ;if;_
'was dayllght when the column began crossxng the stream
"whlch was Stlll shrouded in the early dawr shadows cast '
by Louwbaken kopae towerlng over the drlft The cavalry
and m%inted 1nfantry crossed over flrst wlthout opp051tlon
and -a_sense of‘confidence began to pervade the colum - T~
when a shell came soreamlng through the alr.. It embedded
l-{ltSElf 1n ‘the ground next ‘to the wagon. traln as it edged
- across the drlft throwlng up a cloud of red earth. Then -
. another gun opened up accompanled by rlfle flre and thezl:-
| explodlng shells and whlstllng mauser bullets threw “the

‘ men “into confusmon ' As the wagons lumbered off to the

'f_ west the men. sought shelter‘bn the rocky hlllSlde

'_Alderson s mounted 1nfantry 1nclud1ng the Dragoons were
ordered to launch an assault.on Louwbaken but the Boers'
'1had chosen w15ely and held an almost lmpregnable p051tlon.
'The Canadlans were trapped on the steep boulder strewn
slopes, and the changed terrain demanded dlfferent

;tactlcs from men not accusffned to kopae confllct. They )
l'lmltated the Boers by bulldrng sangars_ durlng the nlght‘h:f”
the rock shelters gave them p tectlon/agalnst the Boer
sharpshooters and allowed the;Q;:\;;;; and smoke ln

safety | | | N
. In the ‘heaviest flghtlng of the campaign the Dragoons .

had barely managed to hold thelr own agalnst an enemy

oo ,Stone breastworks.
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5Lw1th more guns and men and concealed in fortlfled postions.
1"French-had falled to turn the Boer rlght flank and with
T'hls ammunltlon exhausted he was in very real danger of

" belng surrounded by the enemy.* The Canadlans spent one?.
.of thelr most anxlous nights on. African soxl and the
ﬁ‘taunts of the Boer sentrles carrled 1n the cold clear

;{alr seemed mena01ngly close.'“

“:i¥ h The followlng morning brought a resumptlon of the'

..\‘
S

:1- ' 'bombardment whlch was supplemented by a. Creusot at
. "Edendale 51x mlles south._ Desplte the raln of shells
< . o {and mauser bullets the Dragoons escaped serlous 1n3ury .
o dAnother day of desperate flghtlng saw’ the Canadlans and .
e the other unlts lnchlng forward from boulder to boulder
7% a:E " in the face of. heavy enemy flre._ At the end of a
.f:.:..'f-p, . gruelling day there was nc sxgnlflcant change in the
R ‘. -posrtlons of the adversarles and the assallants trapped
"Tl; : ﬂ . - on the steep hlllSlde anxlously prepared for another
o | _nlght.: But unbeknown to French s troops Roberts had
:ffﬂé'jtaken Dlamond.Hlll in the afterncon. Botha decideéd to
- w1thdraw hls troops and 1t was -S0 skllfully executed that
1_only when the sun rose next mornlng did the weary ‘
: -TCanadlans dlscover that the enemy had Sllpped away to the
;:east under cover of darkness. A half-hearted pursult

was undertaken but both men and anlmals were toc exhausted

,and the futlle chase was called off. H

o
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The Dragoons had shared 1n “two of the most dlfflcult M
days of the campalgn and ‘had played a s1gn1f1cant role

'izln an extensmve engagement known as the Battle of Dlamondf.r

L Hlll.A By holdlng the strong Boer forces at bay in the

north Roberts' task was eased further down the frcnt. _:-='
;Had the. 1mper1al defences at Kameelfonteln cracked the
”Jroad to. Pretorla would have been wide open. The battle-
weary troops stumbled back to base ‘camp’ near Derdepoort
;desperately in need of rest ref;ttlng and remounts |

One quarter of the reglment had- been left a‘t camp k

_-because of the, wastage among the horses: Tradltlons

”'.dled slowly in the Brltlsh army and the cavalry stlll

' had fmrst clalm on| all flt ‘horses. Even fewer RCD's °

o would have accompanled French if they had complled w1th

an- order to send thelr flt horses to the cavalry depot.
'To keep thelr falthful Canadlan mounts many Dragoons
declared thelr horses unflt for serv:Lce.5 _ i .

The 1mportance of moblllty in the confllct and
the lncreased use of mounted 1nfantry units resulted in
Va dlfferent role for the mllltary horse. They were _
no longer prlmarlly used in charges over flat Dlalns but
'1n a varlety of tasks over rough terrain.and subaected v
to greater hardshlps than the cavalry horses of earlier °
- wars. worklng at hlgh altltudes on 1nsuff1c1ent rations
and heav11y burdened by day and unsheltered at nlght

———

took a heavy toll of anlmal llfe.éﬂ
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‘ hThe'horses'that survived the trans-Atlantic voyage -
; in the' "Mllwaukee“ were unprepared for fighting a moblle 5.“
_aWar on strange terraln and in ‘an allen climate. The ' L
"Lﬁaoltlng'traln rlde,through the hét and dusty Karoo'
| :'aégravated their debilitated conddtionﬂ it was 1mpossmble
o condltlon the Canadian horses for service in the war L
‘_and yet in spite of the lack of preparatlon they perforned_
admiradbly. . - C | ~.7:_'; -
Proper feeding wasca problem throughout fhe
] ,campalgn The Canadian horses were accustomed to a dlet
of hay and oats but 1n1t1ally the convoys carrled only

}

oats and bran- uThe‘bulky supplement providing roughage

%
.,;q, :

for digestion was to be obtained from natural grazing.
en:route.and from sﬁpplies in Boer barns,_;?et there was

. little time to graze by day because of manoeuvrés and by
night:they were'tied up. ‘The iocal.graSSes.were often
qnpalatabie for"the Canadian horses especially;after the

- first frosts‘when; in.addition,‘rhey-lost-their ndsritionai
'value.: Boer supplies were dnstable and unsuitable; there

- was no-hay, and occasional;y a little corn and oatsheaves
which were inadequate for hard-workiné horses. The .

" British military authorities hegan.importiné‘hay from
other countries, 1nclud1ng Canada, but frequently 1t was'
mouldy by the time it reached the front llnes and the

horses refused to eat‘lt. The twelve.pound a day,forage‘ )

allowance was quite_inadequaterfor horses sﬁbjected to



h a rlgorous reglmen and this ‘was frequently reduced
by half.ﬂf 'surlng a sufflclent supply .of potable water
7.

was often as great a problem as prov1d1ng forage.™
Horses worklng under harsh condltlons dand 1mproperly
‘-nourrshed were espe01ally susceptlble to a varlety of I
.equlne dlseases and disorders. Weakened anlmals succumbed
to horse-510kness, strangles, catarrhal fever and glandero
-;n droves. The army veterlnary serv1ees were deflcient
: and many horses could have been saved with better
.facllltles and more veterlnarlans w1th_a knowledge of
African- condltlons.. Shoelng faczlltles were also
1nadeqeate and contrlbuted to the prevalent problem of
lameness.. The horSe-shoes were frequently too big and

'the farrlers had to fashlon thelr ‘own shoes.s

Back

straln and sores. was another magor problem affectlng the .-

-.horses. These were caused by heavy or.lmproperly fitting
aaddlee; dirty blankets and excessive loads in the form
of eqnipment or’ heavy men. When on a'marcn the DragoonS'

"wouldfalways walk.neit'to their mounts‘to.ease-tne strain
‘on their backs. Despite theé care'laviahed‘by the
Canadians:on their mounts more than half therhorses that
embarked at Hallfax died of exhaustlon. ‘were killed in

. actlon or had to ‘be destroyed 9 It was heartbreahinb to

. See an emac1ated anlmal stumble and make a futile and

'pltlful attempt to rlse on ‘all fours. There was no

‘alternative’ but the- sad task of putting the anlmal out f

e
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E of ltS mlsery and leav1ng 1ts carcass to the. ublqultous S

.vultures.r Durlng the course:- of the campalgn over one
hundred RCD horses deterlorated to the degree where they
were unfit for serv1ce and they were dispatched to "sick
'Ifarms" such as the one at Mlddleburg in the Transvaal 10

' Many recovered and were used later by other unlts.':
ﬁemounts were a very 1mportant factor ln\the war.
_:When the Dragoons horses had to be replaced it was usually
- with Argentlnlan remounts, but they lacked the strength

and endurance of the Canadlan mounts.;l

. One trooper s
‘Argentlnlan,horse collapsed on patrol and he had to
remove -the saddle and carry it several mlles back to camp.
.The South Amerlcan ponles had dlfflculty 1n carrylng the
heavy Canadlans and Colonel-Lessard appealed for stronger

horses but the better horses always went to- the cavalry )
.: unlts.l? Furthermoref the Argentlnlan horses were not

tralned for combat condltlons and nor were they accustomed

to being led, Horse steallng between reglments was

-frequently a problem. On one occasion even General Hutton'

-

T e

5_‘

, horse was taken and he was furlous. 3 .The Canadlans ‘were

. ..
- -

lways on the lookout for Boer horses w1th thelr legendary
qualltles of endurance, sPeed‘and agll;ty. vut when they
.‘located pOnies on farms they were‘usualljc}rejccts'
unfit for‘servlce.;%' _, | . d

‘The Dragoons spoke highlf of'the mammer in which

their_Canadian broncos'pErformed‘under conditions of.great
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hardshipele There'uere still eighteen of tbe original’
"3?5 in the reglment at the end of thelr tour of duty.
,Phe heavy Universal saddle 1ssued to the reglment was -
not a success. however. Be81des the welght it’ requlred
a saddle blanket\whlch. if not folded properly. caused
back damage. The blanket also became dlrty and sweaty
' very qulckly.ls - _ )
| rhe resplte 1n camp was brlef for on the 16th of
June French despatched Hutton wmth a force, that 1ncludedb'
Dragoons, to search for a group of Boers rumoured. to bejl
' :1n the hllp hop area west of Pretorla. Slnce the column
"had had a tlrlng day's march Lleutenant Young was chpsen N
J.to lead a dozenkDragoons and a few Brltlsh scouts lnla.
_'sortle 0 locate and dlsarm the Boers The group worhed"
‘its way down the ‘east bank of the Crocodlle Rlver and
) 'then crossed over and approached the suspect farm from_-'.
| the.rear: 1Tbey surpr;sed and surrounded forty Boer. |
'V'combatants'and onofollowing.wneeled‘tracks into the bush’
ltheyidiScorered.two:camouflaged'guns‘prepared'to defend -
tbe'farm'against a frontal attack " :Oxen were'hitchedrto
~the guns and after' an arduous journey the- group reached -
the blvouac at mldnlght.l?, immedlately on his return to
the’ base camp Hutton serit a letter off to Lord Mlnto. thef

Governor-General enc1051ng a copy of‘E&s field report

_,to Lord Roberts, and wrltlng in glow1ng terms of the

Dragoons:
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'I could not allow S0 exceptlonal a
'performance of so dlfflcult dangerous
and’ dellcate duty to pass wlthout
"brlnglng the whole detachment by nama
'to _your, Excellency s notlce. - I would’
. "add that the’ detachment was specialiyn
'_.selected"on'account of thehquality of
the men and of the condltlon of their
.'horses for thls partlcular servxce..ls,
No sooner had the detachment returned from this
'_Asuccessful expedltlon than a development occurred whlch
‘nbrought dlsgrace to the regiment. ? Two Dragoons were
'ucourt-martlalled and convicted of a grave offence. Durlng
*the march from Johannesburg to Pretorla Prlvate Hopklns B
_and Prlvate Pearce w1th a Brltlsh Sergeant had captured _
‘a small group of Boers and forced them to surrender thelr
: rlfle and ammunltlon.' They then commltted a serlous
V'mllltary crlme by selling the equlpment ‘back to the
burghers.l "This mlght_never hayelbeen detected.had not
some British scouts appeared -on the scene. One could
'speak Dutch and as soon as: they learned what had transolrod
they galloped after the Canadlans. took them prlsonor
and escorted them to-Pretorla._ on, the. 20th of June they
. appeared before a court—martral and were oonvicted on the

_charge of a551st1ng the enemy wlth arms" and sentencod

: to ten years of penal servitude: each This rash act
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“:brought dlsgrace to the reglment and the general foeliny:-:
:*among the - ranks was that the two men should have bccn
leshot as’ traltors.lg_' _ _ : _'

The Dragoons. like. any mllitary group. were.bullty" )
of many" mlsdemeanours during their tour of duty . bome_..-
'!relatlvely mlnor such as m1551ng a roll call some more
'fmaaor such as selling supplles from the reglmental
) transport wagons.?f0 Two members of the reglment decmded
fthey preferred the comforts of an unlnhablted house in
Johannesburg to the dlscomforts of camp llfe but the‘,f,
authorlt;es dec;ded otherwise and aSSLgned them one ]

hundred hours in detentlon.zl

Another Dragoon who had
Jolned the Transvaal Constabulary was found guilty of theftfw
and after completlng a sentence of 168 hours of. hard 1abour‘
'he was dlscharged from the force.ZZ' The regxment would
.lhave had a much worse . erime’ record had not one of. .. -
_Qe-wet*s comnandosﬂcaptuied and burned the’ train carrylnb:‘
.the defaultersf books;ZBi — i - o |
Boer raids onhthe.easternhslde'of.Pretoria.just. .
outside the.Britishnpdcket'lines-were oroving_a nuisance
and a part&wof'hOO menFlncluding a‘éroup of*Dragoonsl
under Lieutenant Turner were sent out to clear the area.
In addltlon Boer act1v1ty north of Pretorla prompted
.iRoberts to order Colonel Lessard out with a column whlch'

' 1ncluded_f1fty Canadlans to patrol;a range _oi hopjos';

known as The Pyramids.j_Mostfof‘the'ﬁragoons celobrntcd:



'deprlved of horses langulshed in camp at Derdepoort.
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'.the lst of July doing outpost duty or patrolllng with’

. Lessard or Turner, whlle those on the sick llst or those

ol s

Ine Canadlans had experlenced many dlsapp01ntments in }

South Afrlca. rhey no longer held the romantlc notlons
of war they once-did in Canada, and lllus10ns of glory. S
pomp, and honour had been swept away. after the flrst few

weeks in Afrlca.; Perhaps the most bitter dlsapp01ntment e

‘was the expectation that with the.fall of Pretoria the . ¢

war would end, A month after the surrender of the.capital -

C it was. apparent'that the war was far from over, and not

until Bqtha and Def Wet were captured would 1t end.j There

was & wldespread feellng that the Canadlans had suffered .

sufflclent prlvatlons and that the British regulars

A T

- should be left to. complete the affa1r.25

At the beglnnlng of July Lord Roberts was ready to
commence the advance east along the railway to the
Mozamblque border.*,_Any p0531b111ty of a flank attack 7
by the enemy had to be ellmlnated and on the Lth of July

Hutton was sent to clear the Tygerpoort-WLtpoort r1dge26

. w1th a column comprlsed of cavalry, mounted infantry

and artlllery The base camp was ‘established at Rletfonteln .

and'thedDragoons partlc1pated in‘extensive scouting

-.‘forays in the surrounding area. Botha recognized the. -

-

. * The rallway to the Mozamblque port of Lourenco Marques"

. was the Boer. llfellne to the outside world.
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strateglc 1mportance of the rldge and he had’ 3,000 men
“ faclng Hutton.z?. |
) Scouts reporfed a large laager dOWn the road at L B
Ollfantsfonxeln and a force 1ncludlng the RCD was |
dlspatched to clear the area. rhe Canadlans escorted'a‘ .
attery of ﬁoyal Horse- Artlllery and soon found themselves f
under heavy flre They were forced to dlsmount and spent
an anxlous day - subgected to bombardment and shrapnelﬁ
lhe Boers drove the 1mper1al attackers back and only--
darkness saved the column from belng surrounded. Eight
Dragoons suffered wounds in the engagement and it was
the first time in the campalgn that the reglment had

v‘experlenced casualtles of thls magnltude. bo much-for

W1lllam Anderson s - llkenrng the Boers to a rat w1th 2
28

dylng klck' _ s
S Church parade was’ cancelled the followmng day

| because of a report that a Boer enveloplng actlon was
underway.' Botha had taken charge of ‘the actlon and
planned to- surround hutton s base camp and clear the

o road to_Pretorla from the south-east. A squadron ‘was
deployed on a ridge .to protect the camp from the approach—
lng.Boer left flank and B Squadron escorted the flve-lnch
guns nérth-east of the camp. . There was desultory firing -

throughout the day but no concerted enemy drlve. p0331bly

‘because of the Boer: reverence for Sunday.

-

R A Boer ‘camp.
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' Hutton s force had etood thelr ground well “but -
: had been unable to clear the area ln preparatlon for the
"eastward advance. ueneral French ‘had remalned in gretorla
: "and Lord Bcberts ordered'him to.march'to Rietfontein with
"reinforcemeAts‘to diSlodée_the tenacious Boere-irom-the. ﬁ
strategic ridge. FrenCh assdmed coﬁmahd of the operacion_f

~‘and. Yaunched the offen51ve in the predawn of the 1lth of

- July. Under cover of ‘the mlsty darkness the 1nfanury

moved forward and oncé‘the early mornlng sun had cleared
L1}

the alv the artlllery,rescorted by A squadron, opened up
I‘ln support. B Squadron QEre active on the far left flank
| .just north of‘Witooort-ahd.they heloedwtdrn the Boer
eright bdt it was too late'as Botha had withdraWn the main
body from the ridge and movap east outlofirange. . 'The |
_actiOn‘was o% majOr sdgnificance-becaase it cleared‘the
ridge of the troublesome enemy . |
‘ News'of Boer successes-north of Pretoria promptedl

_Hoberts to recall French w1th some of the troops and |
Hutton was left with 4,000 men to hold the recently o
vau;red‘rldge, _Hutton moved his headquarters'to‘ﬁletvlell
aﬁd set:his men to work patrolling. scoating'and doing
. ouﬁpoat duty.. There was little rest or relaxatlon for the
next few days for in addltlon to the duties there were
_.sklrmlshes w1th the enemy. fThe Canadlans dld find tlme To

'-challenge the New Lealanders ay rugger, but the KlWls were

too powerful and won ea51ly.29
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'The Boers had not abandoned the rldge and Botha

was determlned to drive Hutton off. On Monday mornlng

the 16th of July they launched a three—pronged attack on.

the Brltlsh p051tlons and by mld-mornlng they had- engaged

'the entlre Brltlsh front from WLtpoort to Ollfantsfonteln

’ By noon the cavalry and artlllery had secured the Brltlsh

right flank, and-the Dragoons worklng under Alderson
had Spent the morning.battling Plenaar s commando Just
north of Witpoort. The focus of the actlon moved to the

centre where a detaehment of;Royal_Irlsh-Fu51llers and-dig

New Zealanders was be31eged by Vllaoen s Commando."THe--

RCD's were ordered to’ 1n1t1ate ‘a counter-attack and

attempt to relleve the Fu31llers on the hlgh rldge south

of Witpoort. Lleutenants Borden and Burch led the Dragoons

in the advance and "by a brilliant’ charge forced the
Boers to give way 30 As they apnroached the rim of .

boulders sklrtrng the rldge Borden and Burch stood up

to lead the assault and as they clambered up they were-{

.

shot by.Boer riflemen at 200 yards. Borden ‘slumped over ~

a rock and gasped "T am done for boys" .and died within =

te_n.seconds.31 Two other Dragoons were seriously wounded

before the enemy was driven off. By evening the whole

front had been cleared and the enemy were in retreat

eastwarde. It had been a memorable‘bdt sad.day for the

Canadians. rhe victims of the battle were buried the

-

follow1ng day - one-hundred llfeless.bodles dep051ted in

P

-
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N & a long trench in the brown veld.; In. aﬁo%her Cemetery‘ ) - -
;~;;:zﬁ. at mldnlght the'Canadlans gathered to’ pay thelr last =

respects to two brave comrades as Lleutenants Burch and
Borden were 1ald to rest ln a movxng ceremony. "Ina
,heartfelt letter Colonel Reeves of the Fu51llers expressed:
hls crrat:.tude to the Dragoons for resculng hlS unit and

1 mourned the loss of“Borden and Burch.jg .

| d "_ The reglment soent the' next five days at the

*3{_ ﬂ_~H1etvlel camp dolng omtpost duty and patrolllng The

) ) ten51ons of the past\weeks evaporated as the Boers
reireated eastwards. The threat to Pretoria had been
eliminatedAand’thedDragoons had played a major ‘role in

NI .‘the struggle along the rldges.33

R . = hDurlng the first three and a half months in South

Afrlca the reglment had been remarkably free of casualtles

despite a number of fierce engagementis. -Colonel Lessard

{\

. .wrote in his regimental report at the end of June:

» ._ ' nghe_regimemé had been continually fighting.

| .- witm the lst Mounted Infantry Corps ever

%  since it left Bloemfonteln and had often

. been exoosed to very heavy flrlng. and .

yet lqok seemed to stay with us, as there
were-no casualties, except perhaps a

. few men grazed and a few horses killed

- or woundede 34 7



'f;lhuah

_' The Dragoons found the 3? mm. Maxlm Automatlc Af
maéHi"Egun (nlcknamed the “Bom Pom“) the most dlsconcertlng
of. the Boer: weapons.35 There were twenty flve one- pound
shells in a belt and when the flrst of a serles exploded<_
. the troops knew there. would be more follow1ng at twenty-f-'

_f flve feet 1nterVals.' The exp1051ve shells and the bark

of the gun made 1t a frlghtenlng weapon but the materlal _h”
36 -

. ‘damage that'lt caused was mlnor. The Canadlans were

.ffrequently subaeoted to heavy bombardment by the Boer _f‘

'-artlllery Although the effects of the Creusot and Kruop

, guns were often terrlfylng especlally ori the horses, ‘the
:destructlon was usually mlnmmal and many actuaily preferred

"the shelllng to the rapld flre of the pom—poms.B?'“:“
HThe RLD s. were surprlsed at the 1neffect1veness of. the -i_

>Boer artlllery beoause they had superlor guns to the _

' Brltlsh De5p1te the reputatlon of » the Boer gunners thelr
alm and range-flndlngxwas 1naccurate, the fuze-settlngs N

were 1nadequate, shells were defectlve and frequently
falled to explode. The gunmers often acted rndependenLly
and failed to co- ordlnate thelr flre and to. concentrate.F
on a spec1f c target.38 T f;; .
After the fall of Pretoria the incidence of
"casualtles among the Dragoons 1ncreased dramatloally;
ThlS was partly due to rashness and over-conf;dence but
also to oloser ‘contact wmth -the enemy and dlfferent methods -
of_combat, Durlng thejdefence of-Pretorla the RCD‘S—ﬂdﬁEﬁL

o - »
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RV acted as escort to the 'twelve-pounders of the Royal

-Horse Artlllery 'd because the Brltlsh were: usually

outranged by- the Bo guns they had to move closer to

flre effectlvely ih- e . closer range flghtlng the

. renowned marﬁsmanshrp of" the Boers began to ‘take: 1ts

[

tolL_ the comblnatlon of accurate rlflemen and -the
peerless 7. mm 1896 model mauser’ made ;he Boers'a

.o

e formldable foe.
The Dragoons were issued w1th the'.303 long Lee-'
Enfleld MR I rlfle, whlch had a maga21ne holdlng ten'.
rounds It was a stdrdg rlfle.'re51stant to dust and
'effectlve to 3 000 yands#a The maln complalnt was that
_1t was too heavy for mounted troops to carry when they
were 1n the saddle day after day. General Hutton refused
to. allow them to place the rlfle 1n the saddle bucket
" because it would affect the welght dlstrlbutlon and harm
r'the backs of the horses.- Revolvers were recalled early

in the campalgn and were never relssued They were

wunsulted to the type of ‘warfare and would only have added

~

| extra weight. 39 B L S -
Two machlne-guns were attached to the reglment

a Colt ‘under- the . oontrol of Maaor 'Gat' Howard and a

- Maxim. fThe Colt proved the most servlceable during the' o

campalgn, rts maln advantage belng its moblllty Thei
L : llght gun and carriage requlred only one horse to pull

: it and in a skirmish it was kept firing untll the lasz

r
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'_ monent and then‘retired'at3fnil"galiop presenting aﬁbery:
‘snali taréet; If trapped by the enemw the 'gun was llght
‘enough that it could be Ilfted.off 1ts carrlage and carrled
away in the saddle.q'0 The maxlm was less moblle because
it was blgger and heav1er and requlred four horses to N

’ pull it. ‘lhe gun also experlenced problems with its.

h
“water—coollng system and‘shells-tended to'Jam,ln the

breech.u;

After the eastern‘aorroaches;to.Pretoria-had,been-
.'secured French was. anxious to strlke ahead sw1ftly and
cut’ off the Boers as they retreated eastwards.u The -
c1rcumspect Roberts was reluctant to rlsk losing nen.in
an ambush and he ordered the tradltlonal tactlcal pattern
of hav1ng the two flanks ‘move ahead of - the,maln army . 42
:rhe veneral advance beaan at dawn on Monday the 23rd of
July and the Dragoons were a531gned a posxtlon on the:’
right flank. Dur;ng the next few days they acted,as

: advance. f;ank“and rear guard-to:the column-with occasional
sorties to search suspect farms. There Qere'sporadicf
skirmishes with the rearguard of the retreating.enemy..
‘forces and on one occasion the Boers fired the veld"to

hide their retreat and the Canadians had the unpleasant
experlence of rldlng through burnlng grass and a- huge '
‘_smokescreen 43 ‘The column rode lnto Mlddleburg on the

27th of July and occupied the-town.

. -

ueneral De Wet's raids against British bases and

columns in the Orange River Colony diverted Lord/i?berts'



,ﬁattenti‘ and it was-a month later before he renewed L

his-.ttack on General Botha 'S forces. 1he,Boer leader}.t_
ad , s&abllshed hlS headquarters near Belfast ‘and his§
'commandos controlled large areas in the Bastern Transvaal

French a°31gned Hutton s troops the responsmblllty of -

. holdlng a llne of posts north and east ‘of Mlddleburg..and

fby active patrolllng to’ glve the Boers an 1mpre551on of
r“”strength of numbers.ga- For the next month the Dragoons
were’ statloned at a number of posts along the rallway
:~and at the end of August they were moved to the Brltlsh

base at Belfast where they remalned untll the end of

':1the1r “Tour of duty., Durlng thls perlod they were 1nvolved -

P ln reconnalssance and lntelllgence work. patrolllng ‘the

- - lines. of communlcatlon, outpost duty, searchlng farms

-and punltlve raids. and sallles agalnst Boer. commandos. :

. | The llne -of outposts were manned twenty-fcur hours
_:a day and connected by a telephone system developed by

the Royal Englneers .Theroutposts prov1ded‘protectlon _.
'and securlty for the camps and allowed observation of
enemy‘movements,ﬁ lhe usual practlce was 1o send the
men‘out for-tWQ-days on: duty and back to camp for a SLmllar

périod._ Boer attacks on the outposts occurred frequently :

and addltlonal dutles as relnforcements were often
.necessary The RCD's developed a good reoutatlon for
,outpost work and the forward sentries would take up their

positions among the.rocks before 'dawn and avoid Boer
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detectlon by keeplng under cover. The remalnlng plckets '

..

Ah were. placed further back behlnd the stone breastworks

;The Canadlans shared in the responsxblllty of englneerlngsp
and building the fleld fortlflcatlons and recewved o

'1favourable comments from ueneral Hutton nght dutIes ‘

"~ in the stone fortlflcatlons were espe01ally uncomfortable

”‘1n the biting w1nter cold and flzgs were forbldden-"
because of securlty. Not all statlons were cheerless and
number one outpost on" a frlendly farm south—west of
'Belfast was a popular duty for there was always fresh
;mllk and meat avallable. Except for sporadic.Boer
.sniping,. outpost duty was a fairly tedious affair and to.

. alleviate the boredom a' trooper would sometimes walk out’
in to the open and stand on a rock 1f the gnemy was at a
safe dlstance The target wotld usually draw Boer fire -
but because of the rarefled air the report of the rlfle
could be heard in tlme to allow_the trooper to slide
down behlnd the rock before the bullet arrlved - It was

- dangerous_but exhllaratlhg sport for bored soldlers.*
Another‘incident which.provided a change of routine 'was
whén 'a party of Australian Bushmen surprised a Dragoon
~outpest and took'them prisoners. Not unti; they reached
camp and the Australians were convinced that théy were
colonial allies were the bragoons reieased. Fortunately

the Australians didn't shoot first and theﬁ-asquuestiohs:45

-

* See notes, page 158.
: E a



- The tedlum,of camp 11fe on the hlghveld was also
;’relleved by patrolllng the- llnes of communlcatlon.
ijatrolllng the 1mportant rall llnk w1th Pretorla was

undertaken by small groups.for perlods of two to three.i.

o days. TWO . men rldlng @OO yards out on’ each 51de acted

'as flanklng patrol whlle the rest of the troop were spaced
:about flfty feet apart The patrols: would carry ghelr
-rlfles across thelr saddles with: a‘shell in the breech
'Tand ten in the magaz;ne ready to commence rapld flre at

a moment.%é. The troops had to be .on guard constantly for
‘bogs because once a horse was stuck in- a quagmlre 1t was'
' 1mposszble to exErlcate it. ? On one tour a group of -

. Dragoons encountered the advance guard of Lord Strathcona s
. Horse oomlng up from ‘Natal W1th General Buller Durlng
.ithe brlef meetlng the Canadlans were able to exchange
_news‘of the_yar_and o.’t“home.l+8 The RCD's were also engaged
_;in reconnassaince and’intelligence work durlng their .

lengthy soaourn on the hlghveld and Lleut nant Turner3
was compllmented on hrs report: regardlng Boer equlpment

| and movements.49 | | ' ’

Another feature of hlghveld llfe was: 1nspect1ng

farms in the v1c1n1ty of Belfast.- The Canadlans searched
farms suspected of harbourlng combatants and storlng
arms_and ammunltlon. i guerlllas.were located the.

farms were razed, and occasionally they were bumt in |

retaliation for a Boer attack on a camp or on a train.
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.nBoer combatants who ‘had surrendered and handed in thelr»

¥

-"rlfles were’ allowed to return to thelr farms and these

were 1nspected to ensure that they were farmlng and not
- flghtlng When.Boer famllles were. dlscovered supplylng
'1nformat10n to thelr flghtlng men they were ev1cted and
=escorted to maaor towns for 1nternment. It.was sad- to
watch the proud burghers leave thelr farms and possessmons
" The Canadlans found the farm WOrK dlstasteful but reallsed
.1t was, necessary 1f the Boers were to be defeated Farm-
patrols also 1nvolved commandeerlng cattle and sheep and
escortlng them to camp for slaughterlng 50
| Early in September a small group of Dragoons shared
in an expedltlon through nearly 1mpenetrable country.
Roberts was anxlous to increase the British oresence
further east and south of the rallway to reduce the
lsolatlon'of the British garrlson at Barberton. Hutton“
 was ordered to work. his way to haapse ‘Hoop and establlsh '
a base there. He composed his flylng column of men from o
Alderson.s mounted 1nfantry and 'Gat' Howard's Colt gun |
gtsectlon comprlslng an all- Ottawa crew: was lncluded.. They
were the only Dragoons to see service beyond Belfast.
‘The column left Belfast on September the 8th and pushed
east through the most dlfflcult terraln the Canadlans
' had encountered ln the campalgn " They dropped down into _'

the fever-rldden lowveld and then followed an arduous

'trekkthrough bush-covered and mountainous terraln



haulinE‘the?Golt-gun'up and‘down*therprecibitous“valleys”;_
 was an espec1ally tough task for the crew. Afterfa'weeh;,‘

ln the mlndng settlement of Kaapse Hooos the column

returned to Belfast.leav1ng a skeleton complement“ln the-}

ot

v1lla¢e. Durlng the stay Trooper McCarthy had a brush .

3

w1th the law. He was arrested by the mllltary oollce for

pulln.nb down -an old tln butcher s shop for shelter agalnst

the raln. but the case was dlSmlSSGd by the Provost-Marshall R

‘s1nce the Boer. owner was on commando and soldlers of the-

. Queen deserved adequate shelter aga:mst the elements 51'

“The beglnnlng of October saw an 1ncrease 1n Boer ‘;,--
L activity.. Reports suggested that local commandos were,
‘plannlng an attack'érom Boschpoort on the rallway. ‘and.-
Colonel Lessard led 51xty-f1ve men out or October the lst
They headed north-west from Belfast and. down lnto the

steep Steelooort Rlver Valley and 1n a sharp engacement

.1n whlch Sergeant Ryan dlstlngulshed ‘himself they were:

.able to deter an’ attach on the rallway in that area.52
_However. flfteen mlles away ‘a successful attack did take
jplace. A troop of B Squadron on- rellef at Wonderfonteln ..
'were called out but the enemy had dlsappeared 1eav1ng

flve members of the crew:dead and-the englne and water-

_ tank perforated | | .. - .
";‘ “Five days later a unlque encounter took place when

a force composed entlrely.of Canadrans under‘command of.a

~Canadian‘ofﬁicer‘sallled forth on a punitive raid against
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Boer commandos who had ‘been: Snlplng at outposts north of
Belfast. It was a aharp engagement 1nyolv1ng much flrlng
_:and scallng of kopjies 1n rugged country but llttle WaoA
achleved for the Boers were as. flrmly entrenched as ever.
.It.was nearly a costly encountern for the Colt gun crew
‘.‘under the mercurial 'Gat' Howard was nearly cut off and
;captured. Colonel Lessard was understandably annoyed at
at' for dlsobeylng orders and descendlng lnto the valley.sa-
On the 7th of October 1t was prearranged that
:_,Turner S troop who were st111 at Wonderfonteln would
.rendezvous w1th a detachment of the C M. R.»under Colonel
:-bvans whlle out on patrol south of the rallway.r About:
" the tlme of the scheduled meetlng they saw a group of
1mounted men- ‘on the horlzon and changed dlrectlon and rode.“
lover. Suodenly Herrlot and Gerald Carter who ‘Were on ‘the o
right flanking patrol galloped “towards the men and rode.
lnto their midst. Carter went down in a volley of rlfle-'
flre but Herrlot escaped unscathed and turned around and
ga;loped back clinging ontOfthe horse,s neck to provide
the smallest;possible:targetw :ﬁx this brave -and selfless;'
act'the observant pair had warned the rEmainder that it
was an enemy ambush and the rest of thé troop retlred
- quickly, took up defen51ve pos;tlons and returned the
flre. When threatened by- an enveloplng movement Turner

‘gave the order to retire to the railway llne_and a

depressed group of men rode into camp that evening not
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. knowing the condition of Carter. ,Later.in the'eveninguin
‘a generous-gesture the Boers brought Carter to’ the.ﬂ
periphery of the camp and left him there. He was not
"seriously wounded the bullet that had killed his horse
passed through his ‘left thigh miSSing the femoral artery
and another had lodged in his chest. Lieutenant rurner
assumed the role of amateur surgeon and after steriliSing
.a Jacknife in bOiling water he excised the bullet and
applied a bread poultice Carter was sent ‘off to the -

- base: hospital the next day and made a rapid recovery 5“-
Tbe plated, small-calibre bullets of the high-
velocity rifles made for_clean uncomplioated flesh wounds
and”causedsfar less internal damage than the old lead
bullets. There was, seldom any deviation from the
traJectorp w1thin the body, and “bones. bore neatly drilled
'\;holes, except at short range when shattering did occur.’
'Theﬁsmall holes healed quickly in the heat~and dryness of
,South Africa aided by good dressings andfprompt attention
by the ambulance corps It uas ironic .that patients who -
. died when operated on would often have surVived if the
wounds had been left to heal naturally,55 Seventeen

. Dragoons were 1isted-as;wounded in action during the
-'campaign:and because a: the~factors listed above it is
B probable'that the-caSualty figures would have been mucn

higher in an earlier war..

rhere is no evidence to support the assertion by -

spme Canadians that dum—dums and poisoned bullets were
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used by the Boers.56 At . the outset of the War ‘there were
‘sporadlc\lnCLdents 1nvolV1ng the use of these abhorrent
bullets but by the time the Dragoons reached the combat'
zone they had been condemned and forbldden by both
sides. Ricochets produced mlsshapen bullets whlch dld
cause grlely.wounds ‘reminiscent of dum-dum -wounds, and
.this factor might hare given rise‘to:the Cenadieh
crit1c1sm:57 . ' _ _ |

After ‘the fall of Pretorla the Boers regrouoed

their forces and the Dragoons were faced by a' revitalised

enemy. "The RpD\s shared in the defence of Pretorla by

their tenadious sténd at Kameelfontein and in the skirmishes -

‘along the ridges further south [heir patrol work also
helped.é%oteot the town from the determlneo efforts of -the
-Boers to yetake thelr cherlshed capltal Once the eastern
_ épproach;:)to Pretoria had heen seoured the Dragoons
marched to Middleburg and a month -later on to Belfast.
Durlng their months on the hlghveld they helped the
British forces drive Botha's Boers from.the rallway llne'
and performed a number.of important tasks suoh as
reconnalssance ahd outpost_opties, patrolling the lines

of communication and punitive raids on enemy bases.
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CHAPTER VI - LIPE ON ‘THE HIGHVELD

: ihe Dragoons-had sPent the latter part of the harsh
fransvaal winter engaged in patrol work. rhey were better
‘prepared_than their colonlal colleagues.for the_rlgours
~.‘of.a highteld wihter‘butrstili fouhd it a thoroughly
"uncomfortable experience The Belfast camp was. located ; .
near a-plaque lndlcatlng the hlghest p01nt in- the Transvaal,'
:(? 750 feet) and the clear, dry alr at thls elevatlon
produced a dramatlc contrast between the warmth of day.
and the le cold. of nlght. The customary wlnter weather
pattern was a frlgld night followed by mornlng mxst which
~would evaporate leaw.ncr & clear sunny day Frequently h
the wind would, blow W warm moist air from the lowveld |
;and 1t would condénse 1nt0'é clammy fog or a thunderstorm
would blow up in the late afternoon unleashlng torrents
“of ralghand hall from black billowing. clouds. -As w1nter.
.progressed the veld. took on a russet brown- hue and thls
'was a 51gnal for the Boers to trek north with their
animals to_more\putrltrous grazing grounds. ihere‘was_no
trekhinéJto more.favourable areas “for the Dragovons; they
had to endure the whims of‘the-weather and the clouds of

dust churned up by,wlnd and wagons.l.-

After many months of sleeplng in the opeh the men
were agaln housed in tents. The nature of the work and”

the 1nclemenc1es of the weather made canvas necessary.

(%)
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;As darkness settled over the camp myr*ads of blvouac o

_ flres could be seen fllckerlng on the veld Around the ¢
warm.coals;were groups of men'talk;ng in low voices or _
animatedly diseussiug proﬁocative issues; and while some

were croonlng or 31ng1ng others sat starlng szlently 1nto

. the glowmtb fires. 'The hum of -human sound-would OCQaSlonallyl,'

be.punctuated'oy an outourst of profanity as someoue
disoovered his blankets had been stolen;;or by ?if;e shots.l
as “the trek oxen were shot }or breakfast. By 8 p.m.'the‘,a
men would start retlrlng for the nlght warmed often' by |

the ;nm issue or by the dangerous practlce of coal flrES

“in the tents. Before dawn the guards would waken the .
.'sergeants.who would haveythe‘unpopular chore of rous;ng the'l
meni“ﬁpe most effective method was to pullrthe biankets

down and this inevitably elicited a string of curses.
Fifes.were relighted.and sleepy soidié}s went about

"preparing breakfast. in'sulky silence.2

F

Then lt was on with the day s duties - some mov1ng
goff to nearby outposts, others prenarlng for a pat rolllng
-_tour whife'the maJorlty set about the more mundane camb
” duties such as|fetch1ng water, cleaning up,’ bulldlng
foftifications and various maintenance chores. A
aoleasant interlude was being'assigned;to travel to .
Mlddleburg by-train to draw rations.  The ration allocation

'durlng the long stay in Belfast was adequate if not

1mag1nat1ve.ﬂ Fresh meat was available daily, with bacon .

- T
C ke
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occa31onally. and ample bread or blscults w1th the
_customary Jam, tea and “coffee. 3‘ Frequenuly the men
“would vary this dlet by maxlng purchases from the local
‘Boer pqpulatlon. On one occaszon ‘cat’ Howard and-’
'w;lllam Anderson bought flve plgs from a Boer famlly at

Noolt"edacht. After slaughterlng them they dressed the

‘ TCarcasses and sold them to members of the reglment turnlng

a fair proflt. ihey xept the heads and worked most of
the nlbht maklng forty pounds of head oheese which was"
eaeerly devoured by "the machlne gun' crews.
beneral French and General Hutton made regular

tours_of the camps and ou;posts. Late one Augusu nlght
C.a reconnsssaince group in‘B Squadron had Just returned
from an exhaustmng trip and were preparlng 'a meal when
- French rodeﬂup and: exclaimed: “These Canadians, - they
fight ali'day and cook ‘all night!: ‘When do they sleep'?"5
Later in the’ month Hutton made a formal 1nspect10n of thé
Canadlan camp and field fortifications at Nooitgedacht
~ and declared~himself very pleased. -
Occasionally the men were.permitred a day's leave
i and some would use the opportunity o' visit Can#dian
friends;in the artillery and the C.M.X. who were also
camped on the highveld. These pleassnt encounters s}lowed
the men to exchange experiences.and to catch up on news |
grom home.h6 Jack Hereon mansged to arrsnge a four of an

Ay

uniderground coal mine near Belfast, and found it interesting
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but the blasilng was too remlnlscent of the Boer
artlllery'7 _ _ |
Llce and ants were the lnsects that plagued the
men most.. Ants would flnd thelr way 1nto the food‘and
“the bed—rolls whlle lice were constant companlons ln the.
'clothlng.. As soon as the men arrlved 1n camp they would‘”
' -strlp down and start searchlng for the vexatlous pests.8
There was also the occa51onal contact with scorplons and.
snakes. but - Trooper McCarthy mlsplaced the contlnents
when he wrote that he dlscovered "a big black boa-
“"constrlctor" in hlS tent'9 Some of the. Canadlans vaulred
'monkeys and baboons as pets durlng the campalgn and |
Jack Heron even managed to traln hlS monkey to find llce‘lo
The arrlval of a batch of mail created waves of
exc1tement throughout the reglmenf:. The Joy of‘recelvlng ;-
mall was a common theme of letters wrltten by - the Canadlans
in South Afrlca. Impatlent ‘for news of, famlly and frlends,
and everyday- happenlngs. the plea "Why haven t you

wrltten?".was echoed in many letters.ll

-There was little
to rival the dlsapp01ntment of a soldler who failed to
receive a letter ln a mail de11Very t. was' very “
frustratlng for troops eager for news.of home to tolerate
a delivery system ‘that was:so'irregular;.often 2ll the

. mail arrived at once and there were no further deliveries

for weeks. For a three month period after Bloemfontein

only one batch of mail ‘arrived.l2 The troops invariably

X ) . ' . AR . .
. e ‘ : : ’ .
N . - = - ~ 5



W

~163-

-,lblamed the Boers for burnlng the mall tra1n° but they did not )

reallze ' that the British- Army postal qerv10e° were

:severely overburdened. ertlng paper was always in short

:Tsupply despdte the quantltles of YMCA paper ‘handed out by

"homas Best . and another frequent request was’ for a few

extra blank sheets in letters from Canada Although

forbldden to. mention troop movements in thelr letters
many Dragoons- descrlbed the actlons in whlch they
part;czpated.

‘*he clothing issued %o the troops in Canada prior

to departure was sadly lnadequate for combat condltlons.".

L Imltatlon khaki was used and when washed it shrank and

turned whlte. 13 When the reglment reached Cape Town aftcr

a month at sea they had to exchange thelr clothlng for

.*British unlforms. The DragoonsSeyery nearly had to accept'

British helmets as part of the uniform, but Lord Roberts
liked the cowboy hats and countermanded the order.

' In the latter part of the campaign shortage of

‘clothes became acufe and the men had to resort to wearing

-whatever they could find. Lieutenant Morrison of "the

Canadian artlllery likened the Dragoons to.a reglment
f ‘western cowboys .on parade when he saw them in Belfaﬂt.'
They were riding shaggy ponles and wearlng thelr prairie

hats and a motley assortment of uniforms. 1k Skilful 7

“darnirng, the’ occa51ona1 army ‘issue ahd Red Cross parcolz

containing socks, underclothlng and khaki flannel shlrt
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.“enabled the men to survive the harshrulnter.
lhere were not many opportunltles for’ recreatlon in
'-camp but in 1ate October the Gordon’ nghlanders organlzed
Ca gymkhana. rhe maln event was a buck—wagon race w1th
’ flfty entrles from the reglments based 1n Belfast.'lTen

mules were. hltched to each wagon and the natlve drivers

were dressed up as Arab shelkhs w1th strlped blanhets and
turbans. The Dragoons fared better in the horse -races -
iand were well placed in. both the flat races ‘and the l
steeplechase. One of the Canadranuentrles was a captured -
. Boer pony spec1ally tralned_by Lleutenant Turner The
S'only feature that marred a highly successful afternoon L
ﬂwas the mob of Tommles around the only bookmaker -. the:
.Canadlans could not get near enough to place their bets! 15

| The'nllltary athlet;c sports were -held a few days;'
later and againtthe Canadians figured prominentlyj C
“rom Best who was an,outstanding athletehwon'the quarter
mile-eventfeasily-whi1e1McIfer took second place in the
mile and.Niland was placed third in.the shot putt. In .
the-tugwofawar the lighter nounted regiments were at a
-dlsadrantage and the Dragoons were ellmlnated by a burly
.1nfantry team representlng the Suffolks.lé

lee the. newspaper correspondents many . of the

chaplalns returned home after the fall of Pretorla.

Captaln Thomas Best the YMCA representatlve. acted ‘as

Protestant chaplaln to the Dragoons durlng their tour of



. o . ' . “. _165- ’ '- . .. L ':" ‘ h

duty on the'nignveld. But Tom Best was more than a.

partlsan preacher and he mlnlstered to the needs of the_x'

.i reglment in a multltude of ways. He 1ssued supplles as |,

" Do all hls taSks he brought hlS contaglous cheerlul

varled as towels and “tobacco, buttons and-blbles. .Best

was a pragmatlc pastor reallz1ng that 2 cup of glnger tea )
for a shlverlng soldier was worth more than a sermon. ' He
was an 1ndefat1gable worker and threw hlmself 1nto 2 w;de s

range of act1V1t1es w1th boundless energy "and enthus;asm.

optlmlsm. whether 1t,was-massag1ng the llmbs of a soldier~‘

suffering from rheumatlsm, or sew1ng patches on, worn,

i
"z

_ unlforms or even hold:Lnb horses under flre."f %

:'lhe“‘Y"was not held ln hlgh esteem by the troops..v
at the.outset of the’ war, but Tom Best was able- to 3ndear
h;mself to the men by an- unusual combination of qualloles“
and talents. HlS athletlc skllls, musrcal talents and ‘
ablllty to imitate. Boer accents appealed to the soldlers
and eased his acceptance 1nto a communlty so often
characterlsed by crude masculinity. ' Hls 51ncer1ty.'
falth tolerance. and compassaqn were equally appreclated
by the Canadlans. In many ways Tom Best was the .
embodlment of the ‘Y' ideal of “Body, Mlnd and Splrlt."

Captaln Best was especxally concerned about’ the
splrltual needs of the men and he-used any avallable

-

occaSLOn to . spread hlS Ch*lstlan message, be it formal

‘church parade or starllght prayer meetlng or a tent full
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of.soldiers. He was a persuasive speaker'and by a

v . combination of wit and warmth he had little difficulty

mustering a congregation for cnurch-aervices}‘ He was -
particularly proud of the conversions he was‘able to make
among the soldiers. \ |

Although “burylng had become like a bu51ness to
Tom Best he always conducted his funerals in an atmosphere

qf dignity, sincerity and warmth. He off1CLated at the

" burial of Troopera.Spence and Ratcliffe who were killed
. on patrol near_Boschpoo;t.' In a simple ceremony the '

: fwo men. shrouded in blankets, were laid to rest in a

hollow near the Belfast camp.« Best read the text and
after the 51ng1ng of “Rock of Ages" he sald a prayer and -

then spoke feellngly about death in a ‘short sermon. As

‘the trumpeter played the Last Post he gently dropped red

 earth on the blanketed bodies. and then commltted the

two Canadians to Afrlca s 5011 with a moving benedlctlon.17
‘The wastage_of manpower .was a-major problem through-
out the campaign. A month before the regiment left for.”
nome Lessard-could only muster three officers-and eighty-
three men out of an initial gomplement of 3?1,18 and
‘Turner's troop had almoat disappeared. ‘As early as thé,//\
middlerof_May Private Eishop's troop was down to half-
strength and at one time lOS:Dragoona were hospitalizedl‘
in\\Bloemfontein.l9 Reduoed_manpowef was a problem common

to other regiments and one correspondent wrote that the-
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RCD record was eetually better than any other unit in
20 '

-

'French s column
- Many -men were 1ncapac;$ated for valld reasons, but
. thereryas”glsora small numbe; of mallngerers. Some- resorted
to laming horses to avoid duty-at the front thle others
‘manag ed to get themselves commltted to hosoltal—;I¥E‘Wﬁat
was dlsparaglngly called “pom-pom fever" 2}‘ what annoyed -
. the con501entlous troops especzally was men belng invalided
home often-on dublous grounds and then regallng their
communities w1th storles of battles, in some of whlch they
had never partlc;pated 22 o _
There wasn't an adequete system of. reolacement for
~‘mounted,pen.in the fleld and if a man was sick .he was lost
" to the fegiment.' 1£ was'galling to know there were idle
men iﬂ_oamp while others wefe doing double duty‘onﬁthe
front lines. At ihe end. of the*campalgn there- was. no )
more }ecogniiion'fo; those who had served throﬁghout and
those whoihad done a'month:??
Disease took fhe lives of more than twice the

Dragoons who oied on the battlefield. Contaminated water
was the curse,that_ceused enteric fever which ravaged the
' British army. The troops were wafned_that they should’
‘ bo}l their'dripkiﬁg water but the laok.of'firewood and
the inconvenience resﬁléed in many ignoring the warning.‘
. As the farm wells were ‘reputed to be pozsoned the Canad;ans<;;.

would usually flll their waterbottles at dirty reservoirs. NS

wi
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Even the wooden army waxer'cafts supplied'contaminafed
water, and one could not trust natural wamer cour”es _
because of the dead anlmals that llttered the landscape.
Some llke Turner were cautlous to b01l their drlnklng S 'g“

-

water and were never afflicted by intestinal dlsorders.

" there was no cure and they wasted away in hospltals from

-F
’.'- -»-q.

Cape Town 00 Pretorla. Two Dragoons actually dled.from\
enterlc fever on board ship on their way back to Canada.
'ne shortage of washing water also contrlbuted to a lack

of personal hyglene, which was“reflectedfby the ublqultoua;_
lice, and this in turn facilitated the spread of dis‘eases."'ﬂ'F
It was ﬁet just disease andrcasualfiee that decdmated_
the-ranks.for a number of Dragoons jg}ned the iaperial | _
Military Railways or the Transvaal Constabulary. 25 Recruits i
for the rallways were sought from among the men who were _

idle in camp because of the lack of horses. Mused Jack

‘Heron: " "I'm an old railroad man; I think I can run a

train off the track as well as anyone else“.2§ He” joined

" the railways and was dssigned various sinecures at stations
.in Johannesburg. Others were not as fortunate and were
. N r

posted to small rural towns either to preserve civii

order or to help rejuvenate a moribund rall system.
Those who Stayed on in the lines were not pleased with the
recruiting for govermment positions'as it meant more work

for them. Gradually loneliness, isolation and boredom

_drove many men back to the regiment in the latt%: days

’
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-into .months and- 1t became 1ncrea81ngly app
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of the oampaign L o c . ..

As the campalgn dragged on and. espe01ally durlng

the. months in Belfast the thoughts of the men turmed

»

1ncre351ngly to*home. - Rumours fed by men anxlous to get

'home cireulated through the camp dally. The  lack of

information on the state of.the war provided a fertile

-batmosphere for the'diffusion of wild rumours .27 When

medlcal examinations were held in Belfast 1n October the

'word went around that the regiment was’ belng prepared

for immediate return to Canads..z-8 In countless letters

over the months the trooos wrote home 1nform1ng family

_and frlends that the war was virtually-over and they

ent that the

:would be _Sailing for home 1n weeks.29 heigeebs stretcbed"

‘3 -
dally rews that De Wet and Botha had .surrendered was mere

rumour Many were genulnely homesmck andc< developed an’
appreciation of their country that only those who
experience life:styles,elsewhere.know.30 - A crisp Canadian

apple’ became an object of great longing to a‘soldier in

.cold, deserted and expensmve Johannesburg 31 As their

thoughts turned to home so dld“con81deratlons ST employment

and many letters oontalned reouests to' watch for job

‘opportunltles for a return;ng veteran.32 :

' An'incident oecurred‘in late September whicb:caused

'con31derable embarrassment for Colonel Lessard. A letter

was addressed to Loxrd Roberts in which a group of Dragoons
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expressed a de51re to return‘home to thelr farms and their

\aobs Having completed thelr re5p0n51b111t1es they wanted

to be Shlpped dlrectly back to Canada immediately and

'not via England. The letter was fairly belllgerent in

tone and was forwarded to Lessard for his perusal. He.

) ,instituted an inreStigation and duly concluded that the °

letter was_a fabrication.’” - |
.ﬁot all members of the regiment thought of returning .

home, immediately. Newspaper reports of the'troubles'in‘

China eneouraéed"Some“to consider volunteering for-service".

in the Far bast 'lhe pOSSlblllty of another medal and

exc1t1ng action in place of the monotonous outpost dutles
was- enticing. 3 : | . ‘. |
Others entertalned thoughts of remalnlng in South
Africa and . establlshlng themselves-ln business. Some - _
11ke Anderson who had had experlence ‘in the blcycle
busxness in Caqada had dreams of striking 1t rlch whlle
others wrote home asking relatlves to keep an eye open
for Canadlan firms needmng representat;ves in, South Afrlca.35“
Some were attracted by cheap land ln Rhode51a and there
were also enticing lnducements to 301n the pollce or the.

36

'rallways The Imperial Mllltary Rallways offered to

‘ pay the. passages of wives or prospeotlve -wives of. anyone
who agreed to sign up. Dreams of 1nstant wealth rapidly
‘faded when the entrepreneurs paused in thelr castle-

bulldlng to con51der the relatlonshlp between pay scales
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| ‘andhtme cost of'living'in South'Africa. They fealized
that merely saving enough to ‘return to Canada on the’,
remuneratlon offered in many occupatlons would be very
difficult.’? : ’

During the oampaign tﬁe Dragoons came into contact
with the native Africans in diffe:enp-waye.- The bellig-
‘erents had agreed that Africans would be used only in
- non-combatant roles and‘many served as drivers of the’
transport wagons-. In this role they were often excltable
and volatlle, esnec1ally under flre fhe men who joined
T"the rallways came in closer contaot in a worklng
‘relationship and 1t dldn't take many of the Canadlans_
long to adopt “the superlor attltudes of the local -white
populatlon They were qulte content to 1eave the menial
tasks to the Afrlcans and expected to. ve walted upon £y
obsequlous servants. 38 T S L

Troops on paurol regularly VlSltEd African kraals,
checking on spying,. buylng supplies or seeklng curlos.39
Invarlably the greetlng was “Dutchmen no good nngllshmen
good" in orofe551ng thelr support for the Brltlsh cause.
The Canadlans were sufficiently astute to realize that
the Boer commandos got the same greetlng in reve*seigp
The Dragoons were always Lntrlgued by the relative lack
of clothiné displayed by the Africans even in cold.

weather. As one soldler described it, all they wore were

beads,. bracelets and a broad grln 41 A large number of-

-
Pes
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Africans were ennloyed in the camps in a variety of chorest

- One employee at the Belfast camp was given instruetion |

in reading by a group of Dragoons and his rapid progress

was a source of great pride to them.uz |
Camp life also had ltS lighter moments. General

Smith-Dorrien had 'donated a case of whlsky to the regiment,

but the sergeants collared more than their falr share.

They 1nv;ted some Gordon Highlanders over to their tent

' to enjoy the spoils. ‘hearby were two large baboons

tethered to stahes by steel chains. Hilder and his

colleagues léosened the guy ropes-of the tent and each

held a corner rope whlle McKelv1e loosened one of the

baboons and manoeuvred 1t to the ‘entrance flap. He

_.banged on the tent and when one of the sergeants asked

who was- there Mckelvie answered "Another guest"' and -

shoved the baboon in to the tent as the others released'

the corner ropes. The tent collapsed the candles ﬁent

~ out and the frlghtened baboon clawed his way through the "

‘ men scratchlng.the bare legs of the kilted SCOtSu. Hl}der S

group were immediately on the scene'and'solicitously

H'asked whether they could help the swearlng sergeants -

ralse thelr tent: In the confusxon they were able to

' secure, and spirit away two bottles of the prec;ous 'Scotch'uB

Belfast provmded the Dragoons w1th a base camp which

made campalgn llfe ea51er than ‘the earller marches with

thelr ever-changlng nightly blvouacs. Lhe reglment had
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shrunk to a quarter of'the original complement because

of" dlsease. casualties and mallngerlng Desplte the
'overwork 1nclement weather. lnsects and ctamp chores llfe
in the highveld® camp had 1ts enaoyable moments. A
camaraderie flourished among the reglments ln camp,
stimulated by competltlve sporting events and pranks and
cemented under fire. in the field and around’ the camp flres
at nlght. Although some dreamed of act;on.ln Chlna and -
others of accumulatlng a fortune in southern Afrlca most
of the Dragoons were anxious to- get home.f They no longer_
harboured romantlc notlons of war. and’ JObS, farms. .
frlends and family in Canada beckoned. However, unbeknownﬁ
to the surviving Dragoons their tour'of'dnf§ wds rapidly
approachlng its cllmax and it would soon culminate on the

.rolling plalns above the Komatl river.
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"+ GHAPTER VII - THE BATTLE OF LELIEFONTEIN®

- General Buller s Natal army. 1nclud1ng the Canedlanu
of Lord Strathcona s Horse._JOLned up with General Frtnch‘ﬁ
d1v1510n SOuth of Belfast in. mid August._ The comblned
force pounded General Botha s army at Bergendal and the ;-'
Boers then Spllt anto smaller groups and melted‘lnto the. -
rolllng wllderness of the Eastern Transvaal.-'The BrltlSh_.-

pushed along the rallway .to the Moaamblque border hoplng

' to capture Pre51dent Kruger. but the old pre51dent had

sllpped across the border on the llth of September and
escaped to Europe on a Dutch crulser.' Two weeks later .
the Brltlsh-forces finally reached the Mozambique border .:‘
but 1t was. a hollow v1ctory because the Boer units were

regrouplng and preparlng for the thlrd phase of the war

N

'--- a- moblle war fought by small commandos. T o

Seneral French had jeft the RCD‘s at the Belfast

base under the command of General Hutton, while he moved

" . on to Barberton and Carolina to subdue enemy unlts in

those areas At the beglnnlng of October it Was announced

\,f~that Hutton s brlgade was belng broken up. In Column' '

*.

. The. engagement actually took place on three farms
_..eight miles 'north-west of Carolina --- Leliefontein. e
- Goedehoop  and Witkloof. The final charge took plice -
-on Witkloof and the Boers named the 'encounter aftier’
| the farm. The Canadians presumably named the batile

_after 'the farm on whlch they camped the previous“
evening.- S ,

!
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Ordefé oftfhe l?th of October he'expfeSSed his.tﬁanhs tq o

conducted themselves in such-a'gallant-mdhhér.lj In a sep-
'aréte“letier:td Colonel Lessard géneréllﬂuftoh complimented -
“ him on the prbud fecord76fwthe:RCD‘S.inNSQufh Africa and of

-'fhe‘enviaﬁie"reputétidnjthey had carved as mounted trqbps;_l_.“

. 7 1 cannot sail without sending you a few words of

. -dongratulation upon all -the success which has attended
your regiment while under my command in the late

. campaign.’ L B .

. It must be with real feeling of satisfaction that

your Officers and yourself look back upon.the result

" of “the last seven months, and Canada has good reason
_to be proud of. the manner in which your regiment’ has
‘upheld . the reputation of Canadian Troops. o

... > It has been the lot of your regiment, composed &s-
"it ‘is of representative detachments from nearly all.
the cavalry regiments in the Canadian Militia, to .. -
i1lustrate what the type of Colonial Mounted-Rifles

- can accomplish in conjunction with Imperial. Mounted .
Infantry, and when acting with Regular Cavalry. N

: ‘Nothing can.be more. certain than the impossi- °
bility of raising Militia Cavalry, to the standard .
of Regular Cavalry, but it has been demonstrated and

. clearly proved that organised as Mounted Rifles, our
Colonies can put into the field, a force of men of ..
the utmost value. I devoutly hope that this Zgdse
_will be brought home not only to every man i
Dominion Militia Cavalry but also to the Caigg
_people, and Canadian public opinion. - SN
: You have had the inestimable advantage of. serv
ing under Colonel Alderson, and of learning what
Mounted Troops when handled with judgement, skill
and dash can do. It has been a constant pleasure to
me to note how excellently your regiment has profited
by its opportunities, and what real good service it

" has, performed. - o R . N
" The loss in killed and wounded has been abnormally
small, considering the number of engagements in which
your regiment has been engageéd, this fact under the .
‘cirgumstances is a guarantee in itself. that the Officcers:
have done well, and the -men their part as fighting men.

. I shall be glad if you will convey to your-0fficers .

- and men my sincerest congratulations upon the success
throughout the campaign and my hope for their happy
return to their homes.2 -~ . Lo

-
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“ereneral'French'had'left“Carolina ln'mid-October and
.the absence of a Brltlsh force encoureéed the. Boer ’
'commandos to 1ncrease the frequency and- 1ntensmty cf thelr
f_attacks on the rallway east of Belfast._ Insuff1c1ent

1mper1al troops at the Belfast base prevented full scale

'—.jcperatlons belng undertaken agalnst the Boers Further-'

‘more Brltlsh ralds on farms failed to reduce enemy
..strlkes on the” rallroad.- General’ Horrace Smith-Dorrien
assumed command of the. Belfast base at the end of October.
~'He was 1nstructed by Lord Kltchener to undertake offen51ve
'actlon agalnst the troublesome Boers and to clear the
.area between Belfast and Carollna of enemy combatants
-In addltlon to the RCD s, ‘D' Battery of the Royal
Canadlan rleld Artlllery was based at Belfast and thev\\\“ N
 were joined by the Canadlan Mounted leles who had been
| camped further west along the rallway llne a,On the
;mornlng .of the lst of November Smlth-Dorrlen called hlS
reglmental commanders together and explalned the plans
- for the flrst maaor assault on the Komati rlver.3 =
| } ‘The mixed columm comprlslng mounted troops,-artlllery-.
- and 1nfantry-gathered at the Belfast statlon that evenlng,
1n teemlng rain. The force was lelded into two columns'
wwhlch would " follow dlfferent routes through the nlght
and converge at Van Wyksvlel the next morning. ..Ihe

"Dragoons marched off at 6 p. m. as advance guard to

"Colonel Spens column. They headed south-west in cold
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h clammy rain dropplng pzeces of phosphorus along the trail

to prevent unlts of" the column gettlnb lost 1n the dark.

"ﬂfhe column struggled through mud-and sleet showers untll

- east A mlserable group cf men and anlmals sought warmth

fmldnlght when a halt was. called because the scouts had
' lost the trall. No thought could be glven to turnlng i
" back because plans had been made to meet up with the other

column Wthh was" strugglrng south some 51x mlles to_the’

.and comfort from the elements.~ Some lay on the ground-

-Land huddled together. others walked around to keep warm

" while the horses stood trembling as;the_water rolled_downl

their steaming'flanks. The column certainly dddn't'give

the appearance of an effectlve flghtlng force as men
stlff w1th cold trled to remount thelr horses in the
mornlng. " The process;on-of muddled_anlmals and men toiled;

'-.on and-joined up with Smith-Dorrien's equally miserable.'

.column at Van Wyksvlel as. pre—arranged. 'The'lengthy 3

transport column w1th flve days provxsions ‘had’ taken the-

- most dlrect route from Belfast and 1t linked up w1th

the two. columns. ‘
The enemy laager lay three mlles ahead at Wltkloof

‘AIthough w1th1n easy strlklng distance of the Boers and .

adequately prov131oned-Smlth—Dorrlen realrzed that_hls

force was illéprepared to- launch an attack on the enemy.

undertheﬁprevailing.weather‘conditions; Hetissued.‘

‘ orders for the force to retreat along the Carolina-Belfast
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: road to the safefy oflthelbaselcamp- As soon as the
,retirement commenced the ever;vigiiant'Boers who were .
;prepared for a British attack. fell upon the rearguard of
the. column and a steady action was fought most of the
‘ way-back..w?ne dress rehearsal for the rearguard duel on
'the nomati river}a-few miles south was-taking place Withi
out the.parﬁicipants_bedng aware. .it was late afternoon
.when'the colum stumbled”into camp shrivelled with cold -
and exhausted from fatigue and hunger. Warmed by.the
"rum 1ssue the weary men crawled between dry blankets to

:sleep away the effects and memories of the futlle foray.
f-ihe flrst large-scale attempt to force th? Boers off the

Komati had falled dlsmally -

Smlth—Dorrlen anxiously awalted an opportunlty to
renew the attacs,eﬁ the burghers of the Carolina Commando.
Within a few days the weather had” improved suffidiently

d to launch another assault. Reveiiie sounded at. 1:30 a. m.

f‘don the 6th of N0vember and within two hours the - flylng .

‘ column had moved out of ~camp and headed south in the

. dlrectlon of the homatl river. mhe column was composed

'{ of approx1mately 1200 men but wzth a ponderous baggage

% 250 mounted men made up of a-squadron of'5th Lancers,
the Royal Canadlan Dragoons and the Canadian Mounted
Rifles. - .

" 'fhe guns comorlsed two twelve pounders of 'D* Battery

- -. of the Royal Canadian Artillery and two, ‘five-inch.

'guns of ‘the B4th Field Battery. and a sectlon of
. 'pem-poms’. . » o
The lnfantry -comprised 900 Suffolks and Shropshlres

and a. bearer company.

-
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‘column almost flve miles long lt was a mlsnomer to term

”lt “flylng“: The specific objective was to destroy farms

whlch the Boers had used as outposts and camps when they

“attacked the column on the earlier sortle and -to clear
f_the Boer laagers from Witkloof and. Lellefonteln.5 These

- were belleved to ve the main bases for Boer ralds on the

railway. Phe Dragoons and the Canadlan artlllery shared
in the role of advance cruard as the column inched its way

forward 1n the foggy darkness of the predawn. The Boers

reallzed that the earller abortlve assault by the

British would be. repeated and the outposts on the forward
farms were waltlng for the column At Eerstellngfonteln
the Boers- launched thelr attack as the rising sun dispersed
the early morm.nb fog. The forward units of the burgher

force were tod small to halt the British column but by

delaydng the attackers tﬁey_allowed the other elements

. of the commando'time to prepare for the assault.

~ The British force forged ahead behind the combined
fire of, the artillery, the-pom-poms and the mounted men

who drove the Boers back from rldge to rldge. The

“l'advance unlts of the burghers had executed thelr task

successfully and by stalling the Brltlsh progre551on they

had . enabled-thelr colleagues to evacuate the laagers. west |

'.of the Komatl river and head for the safety of Carolina.

* . ‘The’ delaylng tactlcs also permltted Pleld Cornet'V1lJoen,

leader of ward three,‘to entrench hlS men - ln ‘the prec1p1uous

\.
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. .and rocxy krantzes and kloofs of Wltkloof ) It was an’

- 1mpregnable posztlon extendlng from Wltkloof to ‘
Lellefonteln and w1th only heads and rlfles appearlng
over the edue they were able to sweep the ‘flat table
land whlch the Brltlsh would have to traverse.

" As’ the‘serpentlne column crossed Wltkloofsprult
and cllmbed towards the rldge 1t came under heavy Boerl_
~fire-from the concealed marksmen along the edge of the';.\
.;escarpment The Shropshlres were sent forward in an’ g
attempt to dlslodge the sharpshooters ‘but the exposed.
nature of thelr posrtlon forced them 1o lle flat hardly
dar:.nb to ralse thelr rlfles. A troop of RCD S: wera., .
ordered to dlsmount and to move forward to a551st the
. 1nfantry but they were equally unsuccessful in deterrlngl
: the Boer marksmen. Not untll the Canadlan artlllery
shelled the enemy p051tlons wlth tlmed shrapnel was tnere
any abatement in the raklng mauser flre. When the five- ;
1nch ‘cow guns flnally reached the rldge they unleashed“
a barrage of shells and although the fire was not very
accurate the’ exPlodlng shells rattled the Boers and took
the pressure off the men in the exPosed forward posrtlons '
Smlth—Dorrlen dec1ded that it was a proplthLS'

moment to commence a turning movement on the Boer_lelu

* Cliffs and rocky raV1nes.

S MAnuIactured by Coventry Ordnance WOrks. hence the

acronym ‘cow'. Being pulled by oxen relnforced the
‘use of the term.



flank At 2 p. m. he sent a force composed of the RCD's.
the Canadlan twelve pounders. the ‘POmM-poms and two companles
l;of Suffolks south—west over the hlbh ground towards .
Leliefontein. The flanklng patrol engaged the Boer left
in “the ravine below a large dry waterpan and.a flerce
,sklrmlsh ensued - [he confrontatlon contlnued for ‘most

f the afternoon and ended about 4 p.m..when~the Boers
3rellnqulshed ‘their p051tlon and crossed over the homatl
and ret:red towards Carollna. Lleutenant horrlson S two
;Canadlan guns contlnued to shell the fleexng horsemen as”
.they raced up the long sloplng hlll to Carollna vacuely+-- | 4g‘f
{v151ble on the horlzon el ht mlles away . The Boer .
-commanders were expectlng the Brltlsh to push through to L
Carollna and durlng the course of the day they had been .
evacuatlng farms along the homatl and sendlng convoys of
"wagons to Carollna ready to flee further south if necessaryl
'“he Boer posltlons alonuﬂthe edge of the‘rlver valley had
'enabled the convoys to escape’ unmolested by the Brltlsh..
'and the same p051t10ns allowed the. rlflemen to beat a-

,speedy retreat once thelr left flank was” turned.

The column blvouacked that nlght 1n the area where

g the . turnlng movement had been successfully comoleted.

Three camp 51tes were chosen. one on Lellefonteln and the "
other two ‘on a nelghbourlng farm, Goedehooo ”he camps |
.were located close to a spruit that meandered down to the’

. homatiland;Willian'Anderson was moved to‘describe it as

—



-185-

the.prettiest place he had enceuntered in the country.
Not 'all the troops were able to enaoy the pleasant site
for that evenlng the ambulance wagons headed back to .
' Belfast loaded with the dead and wounded of the day's. ’

battle. fhe campsites on the high ground overlook:.nb

P

the romatl rlver had been selected to rr1ve the appearance
that the Brltlsh were -poised to launch an attack on
Carolina the next morning. Conv1nced that the British
weuld,continue;their pnsh south the Boer commanders
ordered signal fires 1lit tg_gz@men reinforcements “from
neighbouring commandos.7 The fires burned threugheut

the afternoon anq_into.the night, flickering scarlet, |

- beacons visible for miles around_beckoning the burghers.A
. After the fall of Pretoriaﬁthe Boer commandos;
..tended-to be less mobile aﬁé usnally stayed within?thelr :
own-districts.8 During 0ctqber~and early November many.l‘
of the Carolina burghers were at home with their leader's.
permission. As the British patrols seldom strayed far.
from the railway and beeause it was sowing'tine they were .
permltted to stay on tﬁelr farms and Dlant thelr Ccrops.
fhose who farmed midway between Belfast and Carollna were
assigned the resﬁonsibility of manning the outpo§t8'and
renorting on Britlsh trodﬁ movemerits. These were the

-

forward units who harassed the British advances in early
November and reoorted troop strength supporting armaments

,and Brltlsh plans to the commando headquarters based. at



':i _186J.' ' SV
'ieiiefontein;”tOVerall command of the Caroiina commando -
was in'the hands of General J. C. Fourie and he mas‘-;
assmsted by Commandant H R. Prlnsloo. The commango"
-comprlsed about 300 men and was d1v1ded 1nto three wards‘f'
each under a. fleld cdrnet. hhen it became apparent thatl
the British were plannlng maJor ralds‘from Belfast towards-
the homati rlver orders were: passed to the fleld cornets
to prepare the burghers in thelr wards for: actlon.

Durlng the evenlng of the 6th of November whlle

the Brltlsh were camped near- the former headquarters of

'T -the commando at Lellefonteln a councll of the senlor.

Carollna and Ermelo offlcers was held:on. Hoodepoort Just
‘_north of Carollna. They dlSCuSSBd the posszble optlons'"
“open to Smlth-Dorrlen and concurred that 1n 211 llhellhood
‘he would contlnue hls march south on Carollna the follow1ng

f mornlng t was - dEClded to launch an attack on- the Brltluhf‘
: camp at Lellefonteln next mornlng “to frustrate the ant101-
'.pated assault on €ardvlina. 9 A tentatlve plan of attack
‘was adopted: Fourle and Prlnsloo would lead a-frontal - .
' assault'on'the British, while the Ermelo commando under

- eeneral Hans brobler would, undertake a left- flanklng

| movement and EIeld-CornetlDe Lange ‘would harass the British'

on thegrdght flank. That night the Boer forces were.

'bivouacked on a'semi-circle around'Carolina';--.Grohler
and the Ermelo burghers were on Steynsdraal, Fourie. and‘

- ward one men camped on Roodepoort. Prlnsloo-was w;th
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.ruard‘three onihis-farm'Hawerfontein;fwnile,the,ward?tWOf -
,buxghers slept ‘on- Kwaggafonte1n.1Q '

oometlme durlng the course of the’ 6th of Novembcr o
Smlth-Dorr;en had madeﬁa decrslon not to cross ““~:_:
the homatl rlver and march on. Carollna He concluded
that hlS force was too weak to rlsk an all-out confronta- ;
tion wlth the Carqlina burghers and his concerns were
confirmed when he recelved reports suggestlng the Boers
"weréﬁplannlng'to-concealvmen-along the craggy banksuof

11

) the.homatl and ambush ‘the Brltlsh column. The Brltl *h 'q«

camps. were ‘astir: early on the mornlng of Wednesday tﬁc

T 7th of November -and by ? a. m. the column. led by the

Jrlnfantry and the heavy e‘uns , mov1ngfoff in a north- '

=

easterly dlrectlon across ‘the. flat p‘ n}towards,@he-_

.Belfast road.j-

Commandant Prlnsloo left hlS farm before sunrise

and rode over to Barend Van Der Merwe® s farm to collect

[

_the burghers of ward two._ rhe comblned force of

-

' approx1mately one hundred men rode down the grassy

-

lncllne plannlng‘to llnk up w1th-ueneral Fourie's force
'1n the valley as arranged the prev1ous evenlng 12 ‘

Fourle roused his men early and shortly . after
sunrise the commando 18ft Roodepoort and headed doun 1hc S
,1ong Sloplng hill towards the Komati rlver. . As ‘they-were -

_ about to cross the Boesmansprulb three miles doun thc hnl]

Fcurle tralned his fleld-glasses on thc Brltlsh cwmp,
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- ant1c1pated that the Br;tlsh would march on Cerollna.

the tno.flfteenrpound guns arrived and shelled-the

188

-

and to hlS astonlshmentedlscovered that the\gajtlsh were

breaklng camp and retlrlng to Belfast. He h lncorrectlywﬁ -

/

-

and reallzed that Smlth-Dorrlen had . decelved him and had

galned preclous -time 1n hurrylng hlS column off to Belfast.

heneral Fourle de01ded 0 make an attempt to cut off:the

Brltlsh retreat and he sent hlsacommando raclng down the-

hill in’ a northerly dlrectlon to reoccupy the strategic

po51tlons the Boers had held on- the prev1ous day 3
General SmlthrDorrlen had a Small mobile force

™

a551°ned each day and on, the 7th of November the duty

g unlt con51sted of Colonel Evans' Canadlan Mounted leles

R

and two guns of. the 84th Battery When the Brltlsh

. Commander notlced the Boers sweeplng down the hlll towardsf"

the rlver he ordered Colonel Evans to. valloo east wmth

the Chixt- and to occupy the commandln rddge overlook:.n0 .

the river. 14 The Canadians dashed two mlles across fne

‘ veld to . the promontory Wthh had been under Boer control

the prevmous day. In an excltlng race they reached the

-kopje first andﬁerned flre-on the Boers who were in the

: RS
valley below. Fourie's burghers dismbunted; took shelter

behlnd the rocks and returned the fire. Shortly‘aﬁterl

.

' rema:i.nin'cr member :of the commando comlng down the hlll

- Smlth-Dorrlen had espled Prlnsloo S- commandos“,

-moving dOWndthe eastern flank and suspected that they were
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- 1ntent,on reoccupylng the rugged rldges of wltkloof and

cuttlng off hls line of retreat. He sent Colonel Snens

-

-and the advance ﬂuard to occuny the hl h 5round at

Van-Wyxsvlel therby protectlng‘the rlbht'flank of the‘

‘retiring colum..’ Colonel Lessard and nlnety Dragoons .

w1th Lleutenant Morrlson s two guns ‘were asslgned the

‘ dlfflcult tash of coverlng the rear of the lengthy and

slow nov1n° baggare column Whlle the cumbersome baggage

column moved out of camp and trekked slowly across the

dusty veld the Canadlan rearguard sat on the grass
"dlscuSSLng the cfra\r:.t:,,r of the smtuatlon.' They reallzed
‘that they were weak in numbers compared with the length
fof the wawon traln and they were keenly aware that ‘the
C.babgzge column was always the achilles tendon of

_B*Ltlsh force.15 They had The awesome respon31b111ty of

defending this vulnerable centlpede agaanst an aggressave

1

3

foe who knew the terrain lntlmately
. ',gf,{-ﬁ. )
As- the- last transports moved out of camp at about

9 a.m. the rear"uard took up thelr posmtlons. Lessard

, deployed his troops in a seml c1rcle extendlng one and

a half mllee across the rear of. the departlng column

rhere were three troops of;approxlmate ¥ thlrty mern eacn

;and each troop was lelded 1nto two- groups and the six

¥

, ;unlts were strunb out about .500 yards apart 16 Morrlson

two vuns and tne Colt under ‘Sergeant Holland were placed

ln the middle of the rearguard. The method of conductlng E

s
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a w1thdrawal in” the presence of the enemy is to hold a

.series of delaymng P031t10ns wlth moblle troops and guns

T‘whlle the baogage column moves ahead as qulckly as. posszble.

-rhe flrst four miles .of the: vround over which the column

'was retreatlng to Belfast was a grassy tableland 'with

rolllng, shallow rldges about 2 mile apart. Whilefthe

".transport column and infantry supports tolled over the

next rldge the rearguard had to hold the rldge behind.

- As. soon as the wagons and 1nfantry passed over the rldge‘

| ;the rearguard would have to execute a rapld retlrement

" to reach that rldge._ It was a dangerous procedure

+

'because 1t left the artlllery and mounted trooos 1solated

behlnd the column and 1n close proxmmlty to 2 daring eneny
they ran . the rlsk of belng surrounded 17
As the rear of the convoy approached the flrst rldve

Colonel Evans CMR and thesfleld artlllery guns rellnqulshed

- f
' thelr hold on the promontory and hurrled off in the wake

of the colum to take up a pOSltlon as rlght flanklns

patrol a few miles ahead. - “This evacuation permltted

Fourle and Prlnsloo S men to swarm up on to the tableland
in the 1mmed1ate rear of the retreat&ng column - the-
problems of the’ rearguard were compounded by the appearance
of the Ermelo burghers creeplng up out of the south uest.L
The Canadlans went 1nto.actlon dismounted and prepared to

delay the c1081ng semi- c1rcle of burghers with rifle fire

" and shrapnel. At about lO 30 a.m. when the baggabe and
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lnfantry had crossed the.flrst rldge and the rear"uard

' beban to retire the Boers became more asgre531ve and one

'”rouo charg ed the rearguard flrlng from their aaddles then .
L wneellnb around and retlrlng in a cloud of dust.J_‘_8

The art;llery retlrement procedure: called for one .

gun to limber up‘End-beat a quick retreat to the next
ridge while oovered'by the other gun and the mounted men.

'lhe rear gun would then follow leav:.nrr the men to hold

off the attacking Boers. rhe resumption of.artillery
'flfire was the'signal“for the men to mount and ride towards

"-;l,:the'guns . Bent low in the saddles and in extended order

"they took of £ at too speed ln a cloud of dust and assumed e
new defenslve pOSltlonS in front of the ﬂuns.lg _qood
o7 .teamwork between the gunners and ‘the mounted men enabled

»them to hold off the attackers;_ Co- operatﬂon between the
tuo groups was lmproved by Morrison's decision to empty g
his ammunition wagons and flll the llmbers w1th shells
and send the slow-moV1ng wagons off to 301n the column
-The increased mobility greatly lncreased the eflectlveness

of the c'uns in coverlng “the retlrement 20

- AS. the morning wore on the systematlc w1thdrawal
started breaklng dovm as the troops became separated in
. - the melee._and desplte ‘the . efforts of the Canadlan

. rearguard the Boers'moved'lnexorably closer. On the riﬁht

*  Ammunition-boxes on the gun carriage.
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(eastern)‘flank Lieutenant Cockourn‘s"group'WaS'in dangerf."

of belng surrounded and Lessard ordered Morrlson to. take_;?
A

number 5 gun across and relleve the pressure.. - Lhe "un-.
crew drove the weary horses across a mlle of open.veld to-n

.the rlght rear and went lntb actlon with shrapnel

Scenting success the Boers came on steadlly-and Morrlson.
became 1ncrea51ngly concerned about hlS gun On the 1eft -

rear another threat was developlng and Lessard rushed

. over to order Morrlson to llmber up. and make hlS getaway n:xﬂ“

before they were all surrounded. deallzlng the 1mportance

“ of holdlng the enemy off to give the gun-crew tlme to

Ilmber up and escape Cockburn ordered his’ men to take up

' ‘p051tlons 1n the grass and ‘behind- anthllls and hold them _"' .f’

~

at all costs. Seelng the gun mov1ng away the Boers on ; - 47{

_the rlght flank took Off_ln pursult obllVlous of Cockburn s

men in the frass. They rode in among them and ln the

'confu81on that followed the’ gun was able to escape 'The

" group had nlayed 1ts part by delaylng the'Boers and since:

it was futlle to contlnue flghtlng aealnst a larger force

they surrendered. the Boers removed the bolts from thelr -

‘ Lee-Enflelds and held them prlsoners.z%‘

uessard took. most of the avallable troops over to

the 1eft (western) flank to. counter the latest Boer'

_onensive» A number of Mlddleburghers under LOulS Steyn

¥‘had arrived. to relnforce the western flank. Lessard

was apU01nted by smlth-Dorrlen to dlrect the retlrement
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}.\ and he-played-a cru01al role ln 1ts successful executlon.

LS -~ - N

Hls masteriy dlSpOSItlon of the troops.at the outset ’\“

-

enabled the cqlumn to get a headstart and when the Boer .
onslaught °howed 51gns of fragmentmng the rearsuard he~
l\imoved around encourablng the troops.i As he galloped f{';‘

'-:;arcund the battlefleld on hlS b1g bay horse he shored up

I weak places 1n the defence llne ‘and . co-ordlnated the

:v'undertaklna

".lmpact on the Boers.

flrerof the defenders.' Superv151ng a. retlremenx in the

face of a mllltant foe who knew the terraln was a formldablel

i

Both guns werewheadlnbﬁfor the securlty of the maln

'i‘rldve as wave after wave of Boer charces relentlessly

rolled back the rearguard Cockburn s group had been.'

"1£ captured Lessard was flghtlng a desperate battle with .

\_/

most of the Canadlans on. the left flank whlle a handful

- of men 1nclud1ng Holland and the Colt were hold:t.ncr ‘the

centre and nrotectlng the cuns. rhe art;llery horses ~
were Jaded after weeks oi hard work and lnadequate ratlors

and gradually slowed to a- trot and then to a walk To

ease the burden on the horses the men were ordered to

run. next ‘to them and to ass1st ln the haullng of the
guns.23— Occa51onally the guns would unllmber and flre at

uhe attackers‘--; at flrst shrapnel and then case sho».

© as they approached closer'-~- but wlth llttle effectlve

-

g Many rlderless horses were runnlng almlessly around

';'the battlefleld to add further confu51on to the turmo;l.

s



EE T .t Ao
Most of these horses belonged to dlsmounted men whose .

‘anlmals took frlght and stampeded when subgected to the

'Boer flrlnb. The feverlsh ‘pace. of the actlon 1nterfered
w1th the custonary practlce of tendlnb dlsmounted horses.
-_Lessard was furlous at the loss of the horses -and actua115
f'sent mounted men to capture some of the boltlng anlmals.
A mounted 1nfantryman hld:.nb behlnd an anthlll whlle his
r:horse galloped away was of llttle use in protectln ‘the =

1ret1rement Qf the convoy.. Corporal Prlce had lost his

}horse and was shelterlnb behlnd an anthlll expectlng to

o be. captured when Prlvate Knlsley galloped over under

fenemy flre.- Knlsley told Prlce to cllmb on behlnd and .
Tfhcarrled hlm safely out of flrlng range where he was able
*to flnd another hcrse.zg',-u f" o

As “the - cuns strubgled towards the rldee under yokel'

- f;;of struggllnb horses and sweatlng .soldiers. they were

-‘,SLlent.' It was too rlsky to stop and flre because they -
-r'were in such a vulnerable p031t10n when unllmbeped.

_.;rurthermore, the expected 1nfantry support had evaporaued

A tentatlve plan had been worked out 1n the mornlng whereby;

" the 1nfantry would conceal themselves and prov1de

'coverlng suoport for the retlrlng rearguard Once tbe

. extent and 1nten°1ty of the Bcer offen51ve became aoparent

the 1nfantry headed for ‘the rldge w1thout flrlng a ‘shot-
"desplte the exhortatlons o£ thelr commandlng offlcer.zs-

fﬁMorrlson reallzed that w1th exhausted men and anlmals and
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' .w1thout escorts and lnfantry support he needed aSSLStance.j

He oxdered an accompanylng trooperto rlde across to Lessnrd

on -the left flank and request relnforcements. the messenger .

encountered Lleutenant Turner and 1nformed hlm of the

pllght of number five: gun. Turner hastlly gathered a

dozen men in halllng dlstance and ordered them to dlsmounu
1n a shallow deore551on on top of the ridge and stall

the Boer attack on the'cun - Flrln" feverlshly from behind

anthllls they held the Boers off and enabled the sun to_'

~fcross over the brow of the hlll _ heallzlng that:hls

~ group was too small‘to stall the Boeré for'long, rurnerf

-_who by ‘then was severely wounded in the left arm and neck

mounted ‘and rode off to 1nform Lessard and to seek exira
26 '

© men. o . L
;oat" doward was in Pretorla on leave and Serygeant
‘ holland had been olaced in charge of the Colt in his -
;bsenoe. ihroughout‘the mornlng the mobile machine Lan
_-had'done sterlingrnork in assisting in .the retirement

of the oonvoy. As the enemy closed in dolland had
‘p031tloned hlmeelf just east of Turner s dlsmounteo group
and helped stem the onslaught on number flve gun. rhe
ubiguitous Colt had been in action all over the battle
field covering the retirement and the horse-was played

out with exhaustion.
Earlier in the mornlng Colonel nvans ChMr had

-falloned some miles along the wagon - convoy and had taken

4
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A‘uﬁ a'flehkingfﬁositioﬁ;on the right. -They'wefe bﬁsy
coverlng'the cr0531n of - W1tkloofspru1t qulte ob11v1ous
.to the desperate battle a few mlles in their rear when
an order arrived from-ueneral Smlth-Dorrlen. The Cik were’
"1nstructed to hasten back and to occupy the ridge over
which the rearguard was retlrlnb.?7
the noers had started the day de¥ermined to Toil the
' expected Brltlsh attack on Carollna by undertaking offensxve_'

action. " A1l morning lonrr they . had sustained the assault
‘on the rearguard.' Altho&eh parollna-was no longer‘
'-threatened the Boers pursued the column relentlessly,
determined to eapture the guns and supplles, Phey haa
écquire&'Quantities-of:Brifish twelve‘poendrammunltlon and
needed the Canadian guns to use it.28 At approxlmately f’e
1: : 30 p .M. ueneral Fourie made a fateful decision. The
guns had reached the crest of ‘the rlage and_woula starf
_ making the *raaual descent to Witkleocofspruit about a mile
north under the protectlon of Colonel Evans' CMh vho. here
beginning to appear on the north-eastern skyline. It
was the last oppertunity to capture the.two teelve '
pounders. With the Middleburg and Ermelo-men occup&ing
the attention of the western flank of the rearguard
General Foﬁfie.decided on a final dll-out éseeult.
' Musterlng about’ one hundred of his men he gave the order

and the Boers thundered towards the crest qg the hill

_ flrlng at the Colt and the retreatlng guns . 29 Hollan?

3

5,
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_-reallzlng that his horse was too tired to outrun the- Boersh
contlnued flrlng at the approachlng horsemen untll they -
_were wlthln two hundred yards of the Colt and then qulckly h
unscrewed the barrel from the’ carrlage and galloped away . -
_ w1th it. 30
| The Boer line raced for the rldge. led by General
) Fourle on his whlte horse *Scot' with Commandant Prlnsloo
elghty yards to hlS left Wlth rlfles blazlng and Jackets
lblllow;ng 1t was a magnlflcent spectacle. The Boers were
'so 1ntent on capturlng the Colt and the convoy that. they
; falled to see Turner s dlsmounted group of Dragoons until
they were almost upon them .Fourle_was “the first to. |
notice the concealed troops at fifty paces. He qulckly
dismounted but he had only tlme to flre onershot before
he was hit in the mouth by a- Canadlan bullet and died .
instantlid Prlnsloo was trylng to warn the others when _
he was hit in the head and dropped to the ground. A
number of the Boers were unaware of the deaths of thelr
leaders and charged ahead determlned to secure. the Colt.
‘They rode through the dlsmounted Dragoons and- on dlscoverlng :
~ the concealed Canadlans started flrlng on them from behlnd
When Sergeant Bullder was mortally wounded the remaining -
troops reallzed it was futile to contlnue to resist. They
“had stalled the Boers and enabled the guns to escape and
with their ammunltaon nearly exhausted they decided to

surrender.Bl'
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A dlstraught band of burghers gathered around the
bodles of thelr revered 1eaders. starlng in dlsbelmef as’
the corpses were wrapped 1n blankets., Some vented thezr T
anger ‘on the. colt gun carrlage. demollshlng 1t on dlscover— i
T ing that “the barrel had been removed.~ Others, stunned |
and saddened oy the trauma and demorallsed by the loss"
v of leadershlp, contlnued a half-hearted harassment of the
iflanks of the retreatlng column The convoy crossed the

.sprult w1thout maaor opp031t10n and moved on to the '_'“'

.blvouac at Blyvooru;tszcht. The follow1ng day the force“ﬁ'

“continued. the return march and a weary group of - sold:ers

trudged across “the rallway line lnto Belfast-to-the :
_cheers of a tralnload of Tommles at the statl
A number of Dragoons had been taken ki ptlve durlng'“‘

" the rearguard ac¢tion. They were well treated by the

~ Boers and ln a letter to the Commandant of the Boer

. ‘forces &eneral Smlth-Dorrlen'expressed‘hls appre01atlon'
for.the‘humane treatment entended-to‘the'GOunded.and the
-prisoners.r He also ekpressedlregret at -the destruotion“
qf‘property. explaining that it vould have to‘continue'i
until‘the Boers surrendered. The Canadians were released
- in the evening of the 7th of November and spoke hlghly ;
of the morale of thelr Boer captors. They found them
well educated, well armed, adequately provisioned and

determined to fight to the bitter end.

*  Stream.

r
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rhe Boers showed a speczal concern for the wounded e

‘and prov1ded flrst ald untll the Brltlsh ambulances removed

n them_ln the evenlng._ Casualty f;gures for both s1des were

'llght.Bz*_ .This can-be attrlbuted to- a number of‘factors:

| mounted men, mov1ng rapldly on a battlefleld presented
dlfflcult targets and it was equally dlfflcultffor the |
Lrlders to flre accurately.n The retlrlng 1nfantry and the ;
;guns were mov;ng away and pronded .small, targets 'Not

'\even the shrapnel was very effectlve because of the hasty

) 'flrlng ‘of- the weary gun crews. .- And flnally the mounted

‘men were protected by the horses forequarters and as
'happened repeatedly throughout the war it was the horses E

“that suffered the’ heav1est casualtles.-"

-

t

The blanketed bodles of the Boer leaders were . taken
from the battlefleld to the laager at Roodepoort _The
‘follow1ng day they were burled in- separate ceremonles on
the respective famlly farms —— Fourle on Welgevonden and
‘ Prlnsloo on Hawerfonteln. A day later the three Dravoons
kllled in the rearguard actlon were laid to rest in the
Belfast cenetery b 4 , | |

In hlé\report on the action to the. Chief Staff
 Officer at Mlddleburg, General Smlth-Dorrlen recommended

had

a number p i anad1ans for a spec1a1 mention. Five months

,*I The Boers lost two kllled and five wounded. .
The Canadians lost three kllled and eleven were wounded.- 33

e Sergeant Bullder, Lance Corporal Anderson and
Corporal Fllson. :
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'later it was announced that Lleutenant Cockburn.
.1Sergeant Helland and Lleutenant Turner ‘had each been o
awarded the Vlctorla Cross for "consplcuous bravery durlng _
a_the actlon at Komatl rlver on “the 7th of November. 1900“ 34.‘,%
;Lleutenant Morrlson was awarded the Dlstlngulshed Serv1ce
. Order and Private Knlsley the Dlstlngulshed Conduct Medal
“but lnexpllcably there was. no mentlon of Colonel Lessard
in the llst of decoratlons. :

In terms of numbers the clash at W1tkloof was not

- maaor engagement. Both the Brltlsh and Canadlans greatly

_enaggerated.the Boer forces to enhance thelr role 1n ‘the'
'l;affair. In actual numbers there were probably as many
_:Canadlans as Boers engaged 1n the confrontatlon.* .The’

" impact of the actlon on the role 'of the Carolina. Commando‘ -
'1n the area was SLgnIflcant however. The loss of the two
"leaders and the burnlng of twelve farms broke the morale

of the commando’ and attacks on the railway from-theﬁKomati

‘-\rlver dlmxnlshed._

The engagement was also 51gn1flcant in the tran-'
lisition between the-old and - the new methods of warfare in

" South Africa' The mounted charges of the Carollna
_‘burghers heralded a technlque that- would be used effectlvely
later. espec1ally in the Western Transvaal 35 The manner

in whlch the Canadlans conducted the rearguard was a’

% 300.



'hﬁcla551c example of covering a retlrlng column, and by

| +?°l‘r.*

s

-
.-thelr actlon they were able to save the 1nfantry, the
-guns. and the supp1188q The rearguard actlon or the
_'?th of November. 1900. on the helghts above the Komati

river was an all—Canadlan event conducted by two guns of

'the Royal Canadlan Field artlllery, and the Royal Canadian

-

Dragoons ‘with ass;stance from the Canadlan Mounted Rifles.
A

Ehe awardlng of three Vlctorla Crosses for a 51ngle

engagement remains an etent unlque in the annals of

-

”Canadlan mllltary hlstory. \ L _ - 8
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General Slr ‘H..L. bmlth—Dorrlen. .Memories’ of Forty-

Eight Years Service. (London: John Murray. 1925).

Pp. 251=252. =~

The .author makes an error in the date --= it was the

The Tlmes History and Lessard's report..

Ibid., $} 256.

'Anderson to Edith, 9 November 1900.:

1st of November and not the 2nd. ‘This is conflrmed by

 Smith Dorrlen. Forty—Elght Years Serv1ce, p 255

”ulobe. 29 December . 1900. p. 2k, Jack Spur letter.

W. H. Ackermann, Opsaal Herlnnerlngg aan dle Tweede

Vrvheidsoorlog (Johanneburg: Voortrekkerpers. 1969).

p. 312.

' State Archives, Pretorla. ‘The Caroliﬁa Papers p. 20.

[N

'Anonymous Boer mem01r in the author s possesszon.

Smlth-Dorrlen, Forty-Elght Years Serv1ce, p. 25?.

‘Anonymous Boer memoir.

F. J. Grobler,. "Die Carollna Commando“ (M. A. thes;s.

Potchefstroom University, 1960), p. 134,
Ibid., p. 135.

Morrison, With the Guns, p. 26k&.

Hilder, Comrades All, p. 92.°

"H. F. Wood, "The Battle of Leliefontein",

June 1963, p. 10.

Grobler, Carollna Commando, D. 135

Hilder, Comrades All. p. 93.

~Smitthorrieﬁ, Forty-Eight Years Service, p. 257.

The Legionary,
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incident, some highly exaggerated.
Hilder and Turner were the most reliable witnesses
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the gun. Ottawa.-Evening Journal, 12 January 1901 P- 11.

31 Grobler, Carolina Commando, p- 136
Anonymous Boer memolir.

. ///rﬁ“\ﬁg§gggigg. Herinneringe,
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s

- 32 Hilder, Comrades All, pp. 97-98
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CHAPTER VIII - HOMEWARD BOUND

There was llttle actlvxty at the Belfast camp for
'almost a week after the rearguard actlon. -The Boers ‘were
.conductlng an effectlve guerllla campaign ﬁorth of Belfast
and- u51ng farms and v1llages as bases they were striking .
1at Brltlsh posts and at the vulnerable rallway line.
ueneral Smlth-Dorrlen sent woxrd to the combatants: that
unless they surrendered or ceased thelr attacks he would
“destroy the villages and farms 1 when the message was
1gnored. Smlth-Dorrlen ordered a column out to sack farms
and v1llages in the éteelpoort Valley whlch were suspected
of harbour;ng men and materlel. The force was slmllar in
eomposition'to that wﬁich marched on_Leliefontein,with“
the exception of the infantry. Those'whe had'lost their
;equipment end horses during capture didn't accompany the‘.
columh,-but 'Gat' Howard was back with sﬁ additional colt
. machine-gun. |
| The force moved down into the Steelpoort Valley
“north of Belfast and systemetically set about destroying
farms. "It was the*first touch of Kitchener's iren hand,
and we were the knuckles," wrote Lieutenant Morrison, who
was iﬁ charge of the Canadian artillery.2 Any women er
children were removed from the farm houses and after

being thoroughly ransacked by the troops the houses were

burned or blown up. The column moved on taking along



cattle and sheep and leav;ng the womenfolk starlng exiher .

An tearful dlsbellef or blazlng deflance at the smoulderlngff o

~.

; rulns of thelr homes.f It was dlstasteful work ror the
Dragoons but %hey-qustxfled it as a necessary means of

| termlnatlng the war. Not only- the enemy farms but alsq _,_;e”i_-

the V;llage of WLtpoort and the town of Dulstroom-were a_;QQ-':

demollshed by the troops in an effort to force the Boers

~

to capitulate. The 'burnlng trek® . lasted flve days and
the weary column arrived back in camp during the afternoon-q
of November 17th. e ‘”'_“ o R S

A few days after the Lellefonteln actlon the men

had learned that they would be returnlng home w1th1n a '_"' ’

month._ ‘Once back in camp after the foray into the -"li

) Steelpoort Valley preparatlons for departure were started.‘

-

Equlpment ‘was cleaned and packed and 1nspectlons were

carrled out by-Colonel Lessard. The Gordon nghlanders ' ‘---;
who had- spec1al links . thh the Royal Canadlan Reglment -

' follow1ng the actlons at Paardeberg and Kllpr;versberg,_ S
entertalned the Royal Canadlan Dragoon offlcers one.>~7"
'evenlng. General Smlth—Dorrlen. who had also commanded
the Royal Canadian Reglment earller in the campalgn, - ﬁ_*”ft‘

pald speclal tribute to the Canadlans prior to the1r,;j;”'

.

departure.
Magor—General Smlth—Dorrlen cannot'allow the.
Royal Canadian Dragoons and the’ left section,
.“D"™ Battery, Royal Canadian ‘Artillery and the
Canadian Mounted Rifles, to leave his command en- .
route for Canada without thanking them for the ‘grand-
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work they have, performed for -him in the Belfa
FYying Column. .
- zQ‘ In eight of the last nlneteen days they have
- “been engaged with the Boers, and have proved them-
selves splendidly dbrave and mobile -mounted troops,
and it has afforded the major-general muth pleasure
. to have been able to send through General the
. Honourable N. Lyttleton to the. Field Marshal
'Commander-~in-Chief detailed ‘accounts of: their -
splendld feats of arms and to have-been able to
. bring to the SpGClal notice of the Commander-in-Chief
‘five officers and sgven non-comm1551oned ‘officers’
and men for dlstlngulshed conduct in the fleld
“during. these operatlons. .
: In wishing them all good-bye and good. luck' he
" has no words to- express .how ‘gredt a loss they will
“be to the flying column. He can .merely say that he
would -choose no -other mounted troops ih .the. world

l’-ﬂ_before them if he had his choice, and he sincerely

hopes the day may come when he may have them’ agaln
.under hls command. 3 :

There was a large turnout at the Belfast statlon on

the 23rd of November as the Canadlans heaved “their gear

' 'onto the flat cars and coal trucks and clambered aboard.

‘As the traln pulled out of the statlon the Royal Irlsh e

' band struck up “Auld Lang Syne" and the Gordons ‘gave

three rousxng cheers -——- the homeward Journey had begun

At last! It was an uncomfortable trlp in open trucks

'along a llne stlll under attack by the Boers. ' They.

‘stopped at Vaalbank Colllery overnlght since tralns still

-'dldn't travel at night and arrlved in Pretorla the

'follow1ng-day.

-A ﬁumber of Canadian soldiers were in'hospital in
Pretoria recoverlng from wounds and dlsease and the
Dragoons were able to. v151t colleagues such. as Tumner,

@1msley and_Roberts._ Much of the tlme was taken up by



_'Cape Town. There were more frlendly farewells and a -

' the usual camp chores as well as handlng in cqu1pmcnt 4nd
:-the lssu1ng of new clothlng.- The horscs and sadd]cs had '
been“handed over to. the 1mper1al command at Belfast and a’

r‘number of these horses had been shlpped over from Canada )

wlth the Dzagoons. That they surv1ved the arduous

campalgn ‘is. an’ 1ndlcatlon of the care glven them by the

‘ -troops.‘:.'-"

The Pretorla stopover lasted flve days, and on the

"1st-of December the Dragoons boarded the traln for-'

‘37c0mp11mentary letter from General Alderson to accompany

'tpen on_;he flnal‘leg:of_ihelr aourney on Afr1can¥so11.

lihlderson, who commanded. the Royal Canadian”Dragobns for

hmost of thelr toB;ﬁof duty..wrote to Lessard:

_I have “Just “come back from the statlon where I

'wwent to see your people off . . 7 and I should like
to write and tell you how very sincerely sorry I am

. that they will so soon cease to-belong to the
. ._Mounted Infantry Brigade.. For just seven montihs.
we have. soldiered together and each succeeding
. "month my feeling has been ' the more I get to know
- them the better I like them"'.
‘ Ve in the regular army, are. brought up w1ih
‘cut and dried ideas and red tape, and I should like
to say how much I appreciate -the ready-way in which,
. those of your peoule who have not been- so brought
,up, have ‘fallen in~with my ways. -

I have only put in a2 very brief. order in Brlgade

Orders about your going, as I do not “think that

Orders are quite the place to express one's s:ncere
"feelings, but I hope you will make. what use you _
like of this letter, and that you. will Yet all your

people know how very 81ncerely for-myself and for L

the Brigade I ¥egret their going.(though 1 am
" glad. for their sakes) and also how thoroughly 1°
‘. appreciate all the. excellent work they_have donc.
- I have zlways been proud to speak- of Them 15,
- @nd ‘write ‘home of them as' My’ Canadlans . 4



‘ Another frustratlng delay, however. confronted the
.:Canadlans.‘ A heavy thunderstorm. so. typlcal of the ‘
W1twatersrand ‘had washed out two railway brldges and the’
men were subaected to a two—day wait on- the traln. ‘
Eventually the authorltles ordered the traln to Irene
Astatlon. where the men detralned and ‘marched a few miles
'across the washouts and boarded another traln. They
,spent that nlght at Elandsfonteln on the outskirts of
Johannesburg. and the next day they travelled on to
Kroonstad. ' | ' )
The former capltal of the Orange Free State rev1ved'

pleasant memories for the Dragoons since they had,sg;nt

"dten days. there in May recovering from the difficult

‘drlve north from Bloemfontein. The return to Kroonstad |
-was less.pleasant. however. for a small group of men.
After a meal of bread‘and.cheese washed down with rum
'they became v1olently 111 w1th high temperatures - The
51ck soldiers were removed from the train further down
the llne and hospltallzed at.Smaldeel. There was no
obvious cause, but, as was customary in war—time, Hilder
_ and the other 1nvallds accused the enemy of lacing the '.
cheese with arsenic. After a milk diet the men recovered
rapldly and hid aboard a.trarn bound for Cape Town. . On
disembarking from the train they met Tom Best of the
Y.M.C.A. and he took ‘them off to a breakfast -of ham and’

' eggs at a nearby restaurant. The group was in time to °
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sieﬁ the Grand Tattoo in honour of Lord Roberts and the.

"] follow1ng day they went down to the docks to wave fare-

‘ well to him as he sailed back to England 5 .'Bobs was
revered by the Canadians in South-Africa, and they were
:sad to see him leave. |
'7 The rest of the contingent arrived the following
'day:from Worcester where they had been ordered off the
train while:en_route to Cape Town. A convention of
Cape Afrikaners was taking place in Worcester and as a.
deterrent to any thought of rebellion the British
authorities placed the Canadians on the hills surrounding
the town. The attempt to overawe‘the Afrikaners only
~ further embirtered them and the Canadians found it an
unpleasant experience.6 _ i
On the 13th of December the Dragoons paraded through
- the streets of Cape Town with other colonial troops.
~ The mayor addressed the Australians and Canadians and
'commended them on the sacrifice they. had made coming to
South Africa, and speciiically referred to the incipient
insurrection.they.had helped avert in the Cape. Colonel
ﬁrury of the Canadian_Artillery.replied'on behalf of
'the 1.800 colonials and‘after.einging_"God save the Queen"
-the troops marched off to the docks accompanied by three
regimental bande. The .Canadians boarded the koslin
. Castle and at & p.m. she cast off to- the enthusiastic

cheers of thousands of spectators on the wharf and the
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VSirenS'of ships and sailed out of TabledBay'into'the[‘
‘-Atlantlc.7 | o R Y |
_ Nearly four hundred Dragoons had landed in Cape .
':rown elght months earller. but only sllghtly more than
half were returnlng home on ‘the Roslln Castle. Twenty
'had been buried in. Afrlcan soil and others lay ill and
”_woundedaxn hospmtals-from Cape Town to-Pretorla,u A
large number were back in Canada already as they had been
invalided home durlng the oampalgn because of i1l health.;
fothers bad been enticed to 301n_the Transvaal_pollce and
the military railways; and a gronptstayed.on-to‘fight
‘with 'Gat' Howard's. Scouts. "éat' had been appointed to
comﬁand a nobile'onit‘ofisixlcolt gﬁns‘and one hundred
‘,men for a six-month perlod.

| The Roslin.Castle steamed towards Canada with a-
conp;ement_of forty offlcers, seven nurses and nearly
eight hﬁndred men of tbe‘ﬁoyai Canadian‘Dragoons, the
Canadian Mounted leles and the Royal Canadian Artlllery
The vessel dlsplaced 10000 tons and w1th auxallary sails
she was capable-of averaging twelve miles an hour in
good weather She .was very buoyant becanse she was not
'heav1ly loaded and consequently she pitched alarmlngly
in the rough weather durlng the latter part of the voyage.
The men were comfortably accommodated in hammocks and the
food compared.favourably with that on the “Milwaubee".

| The return voyage was a'ieisurely affair compared

" with the outward voyage; there were no horse duties, no
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pﬁﬁsical conditioning sessions and only minimal routine ’
duties. Lieutenant Morrison described it as "a super-
latively lazy life,” but admitted that the life of leisure

meant that time passed rather slowly.8 and boredom was

- widespread among the troops. There was a fairly active

social lifé on board ship béqause‘of-the presence of the
nurses. A dance was held but because -of the ratio of
nurses to men there was liftlé chance of - the non-

commissioned ranks getting an opportunity to-dance!

" However, it was possible for them to indulge in serenading

the ladies at midnight! Thgre-wés considerable musical
talent among the men and weekly concertis were given by

the different corps. At the final concert a special
appeal by Lieutenant McCraé resulted in a collection of
over one hundred dollars for the Sailors' Widows and
Orphans Fund. Regular church services were conducted
each Sunday by .the chaplains., _Thé sports event was not
as well supported as that on.the outward voyagé because
of the physical condition of fhe men. The lack of spirit
can also be gauged by thelfailure'to organize a 'crossing-

the-line' ceremény on the 23rd of December.

A number of men had returned with pets, baboons,

monkeys and mongooses being the most popular. Baboons

generally have nasty dispositions and Hilder described
how he was sleeping on the deck one night when he was

grabbed around the ankle by an unfettered animal. He

]
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dashed off and only escaped because the baboon become
.entangled in blankets and hammocks. The- unfortunate
‘animal ‘was bundled up in a hammock and stlll Splttlng
and snarllng was- dropped overboard.‘ Another baboon a
T accldently fell overboard .but 1t was more fortunate and
managed to grab onto a porthole and haul 1tself back

inside the Shlp'9

Far more concern was shown for the health'of
Colonel Evans' dog than for: the fate of the baboons .
"Spud“ had been through ‘both the Yukon and South Afrlcan
campalgns with his master. He ‘developed pneumonla cn
the return voyage and not even the medical talent of
"~ three corps could save him and he was burled at sea.

‘The weather was pleasant durlng the first part of
the voyage and the Roslin Castle -was able to average Just
under'300 mi}es per day. However, as the vessel sailed
north othhe'equator the weather began to deteriorate
and Christmas Day was spent ploughlng through turbulent -
seas. The chaplaln was ‘forced to shorten the Chrlstmas-
_service and only a few brave souls arrived to try the
plum pudding:lo A brief respite from the choppv waves
was provided by the fueiing stop at St. Vincent in the
Cape Verde Islands. The ship reached harbour on the
27th of December and spent the next day coaling. Onlv

the officers were permitted shorefleave,'but the men did

learn of the honours awarded for the action at Leliefontein.

pt
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'Perhaps it was natural that dlscontent should surface -
“among those who were not mentloned. Hilder questloned
lwhy there.wss-nOTuention of tbose:kllled or wounded-or
ﬁaken prisoner.ll :. | .

The Roslin Castle sllppedfout of St Vincent harbour
. early 1n the mornlng of the 29th of December and after .
-changlng course to the north-west headed out into the
north Atlantlc towards Halifax. '

Durlng the early. part of the voyage a number of men
had reported lll with enterlc fever. They were‘placed. .
lln the shlps hospltal and were cared for by the nurses,
but the scourge that took more llves than bullets had not
yet completed its toll of the Dragoons. On t@e lst of
Janueryffl§01. Seréeant Inglis died‘from the disease.
Reverend.Cor. the Anglican chsrlain, conducted the burial
serrice on the ouarter»deck, and as the men watched in.--

saddened silence four fellow seérgeants gently raised the

shrouded corpse over-the stern rail and slid it into the
sea.l? Only two days out of Halifax Lieutenant Sutton
also'succumbed to the dreaded illness. He had not missed
s;day on the campaign”because of ill-health, and shortly
before departure from Cape Town he had cabled his wife
that he was in fine health a;d would like her to meet
the ship in Halifax. It was tragically ironic thaf:he
should fall_ill one day out of Cape Town. It was decided°
to keep his body on board for burial in éauada.lj -

-~
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The Roslin Castle reacnedﬁChebucto lighthouse early
in the evening of the 8th of January and the pilot came
aboard to guide the vesseliinto the harbour. .It.was'a
pleasant surprise for the Dfagoons to diséover thaf it
_was John Hayes, who had piloﬁed the "Milwaukee” out of
Halifax ten months earlier.lu ' B

At 7:30 p.m. the Roslin Castle entered the harbour
area and anchored at the quarantine station. The tugboat
“Argus""carrying the health officials sidled up fo-thé
trénsport‘and the officials climbed up a dangling ladder
onto the deck. The necessary papers were signed aféer
a cursory inspection of the ship. |

Liéﬁtenant.Sutton's body was placed aboard the
"Argus”, ahd the tug turned around headed for shore to
deliver the body to the Naval Hospital. The "Argus"
passed another tugboat the "A. C. wﬁitney" carrying
friends and relatives to the Roslin Castle, and fearing
- Mrs. Sutton waé aboard the Captain.of the "Argus" tried
" to persuade the other tug to turn around on the pretence
that there was disease on board the troopship. The
message was misunderstood or ignored and the "A.-C. Whitney"
moved ué beside the Roslin Castle with an excited |
Mrs. Sutton among the passengers. Reverend Sinnett
assumed the painful task Bf breakiné.the news, and he
scrambled down the ladder to the tug to inform Mrs. Sutton

- of her husband's tragic death so close to home. It was
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a heartrendlng scene accordlng to the representatlve of

the: Montreal Star. stunned by ‘the. shatterlng news

Mrs. Sutton fainted and had to de rushed ashore.;s

In sharp contrast to the grlef of the Sutton
-tragedy was the elatlon and ecstacy of the meetlngs that
‘took place between frlends and famlly and returnlng

-soldlers.' Those who had been fortunate enough to obtain

rides on the tugboats swarmed over the Shlp seeking out
B loved ones, and embraclng others in aoyful abandon. The
" moment of homecomlng had arrived and the antlclpatlon of
~.the troops combined with the exuberance of the well-
_wishers produced-an atmosphere of exhilaration ‘that
permeated the ship. A temporary separatioh'tooh place
as-friends'and-relatives returﬂed to the-city on the tugs
and the task of'paying off the men got underwey. \
Colonel Vidal ano Colonel MacDonald of " the Militia

Department had the respon51b111ty of settllng the sololers
accounts, and they came aboard w1th $100,000 in, government
cheques. The men had been in the pay of’ the British
-government until the 22nd of December and_thereafter
until the 8th of Jahuary their remuneration was the
responsioility of the Canadian government.'-fhe,payihg—
off and discharge orocedure continued on board the ship
until the early hours of the mornlng and few of the
soldiers- eraoyed much sleep that nlght 16
N The Roslin Castle spent the night at anchor and at
8 a.m. next osy three signal guns from the citadel
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' announced that she was mov1ng up to the pler. Ihis was
the 51gnal for the public throngs to start mov1ng down
to. the wharf. Thellarge.-enthu51astlc crowd was remi- =

““ﬁiscent of the departure of the "Milwaukee", but the °

o J-étmosphe}e wos_diffefent; where there was a sense<of

'fo;eooding. therefwés-nowﬁexcitement, felief and rejoicing
'at the retdrn of the troops. A'twenty—oneAgun salute’
boomed out over Citadel Hlll as:the Roslin Casfle moved
“up the hafoour andlﬁés eaéod into number three pier by
_the tugs. ' The band of‘the Royal'Canadidn1Regiment was

on the wharf playlng "Home, Sweet Home" and “The Maple =
Leaf", and the reglment -also formed the guard of honour

for the occasion. At 10: 30 a.m. the gangplank was lowered '
‘lnfo posxtlon and Colonel Drury followed by Colonel Lessard
and the nurses, offlcers and men flled down” onto Canadlan
soil again. By hoon.all were ashore andnggger_a qulQK .
inspection on the dockside they marched off in leisurely
fashion through.- falling wet snow to atldﬁoaeon reoeption‘
at the armouries. -Ten men were still sdffering‘ffod
enterlc fever and they were carried off on stretchers to
the military hospltal. The march to the armouries was
also reminiscent of the departure in February --- there
were'military bands, cheering'croﬁds'waved flags énd

decorations festooned the buildings.. So informal was

the parade that eager bystanders carried the Lee-Enfields

for the soldiers.

% All ten survived. R
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'; The Anmocries hed_been gai1y>decorated and 125
waiters wefe-presenp to serve the returning‘herdee._ In
" the seme hall wheré they had their final inspecticn in
February the Lieutenant-Goﬁernor welcomed‘tne contingent
back to3Canada and made special mention of the deaths at
sea. A%ter Colonel Drury had replied the men mmgled
with the v151tors. who had watched the lu.ncheon from the
.gallerles,_or.headed off ‘to the nearest.bank_to cash
tﬁeir cheques. They had received en average of $100.00
each. and in add:LtJ.on they also had quantltles of sterllng
"and gold whlch they exchanged for Canadlan currency. TIt
was rumoured. that $200 000 of Transvaal gold had been
pfjbrought back to Canada by 1nd1v1duals but ‘this was. never
" confirmed and .the Halifax banks changed only a fraction
of that amount in gold.;?- Many of the contlngent Spent "
ithe afternoon shopplng for items- they had been denled
- durlng the campalgn. especxally new clothing. . .
| The,Dragocns had made many friends during their
“earlier stay in Halifai. and they'had an enjoyable time
renewing.old acquaintances. So enaoyable was the reunion
'WIth 0ld. frlends in Halifax that many of the Dragoons
missed the first off1c1al traln whlch departed that
evenlng 50me of -the offlcers and men had planned to
,spend the flrst night in Halifax and take ‘later tralns.-
A;An ugly inc;denp_witn‘Transvaal origins -took place that

 evening at the Halifax Hotel where the officers were

-

-.J

o
;
1

-



staylng.‘ In July at Bankfonteln btatlon Capta1n~wynne.' '

e

’V_the Quartermaster of the . reglment had spokeﬁ\rather . N

dlsparaglngly to two troopers. The two men warned Wynne X

that the remarks would not be forgotten, and they walted

7unt11 the return. of the’ reglment to Canada to. carry out
thelr threat. rhey followed hlm rnto the elevator at

- the hotel having flrst brlbed the elevator boy to stop

. the elevator between flooxrs. . Guests and offlcers on both

.floors could'hear.the~loud terbal threats hurleduat;'

. Wynne but were: helpless to intervene. Fortunately there
was no physmcal contact between the .men and the two _
wlnnlpeggers departed havzng made thelr po;nt 181

From Cape Breton to Vlctorla communltles were .
preparlng to welcome home thelr heroes 1n 51mllar fashlon
to thelr departures. Numerous commlttees were formed o
' to organlze homecomlng celebratlons to honour the troops.

rhe Marltlme troops were the flrst “to reach ‘home
and large crowds were waltlng at the statlons to greet
them. The Cape Breton boys were-welcomed-home with a
turkey'supperfand the next{dar all businésses and”
schools in Sydney.closed whtil noon while a public
reception was held at the‘County.Court House;f'Each

returnlng soldler ‘received an engraved Sleer watch 19

-+

‘The Quebec Clty welcome was more’muted because of
Lieutenant Sutton;s death. Many of hlS South Afrzcan )
colleagues including Colonel Lessard were 1n‘the-crowd“of
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5, 000 whlch attended hlS funeral at the Ba5111ca._'The

'coffln was draped 1n a unlon Jack and covered w1th wreaths,

' flowers and hlS unlform. It was placed on a gun carrlage

£ for the flnal trlp to the\cemetery and followed by a -
isaddled but rlderless horse.zq e

\

- The flrsk of the troop tralns reached Montreal in

- the early hours of the 11th of January and a large crowd
of friends- and relatlves. and cab-drlvers anx1ous fTor. -
..pbu31ness. was waiting. Many -of the Dragoons ‘had mlssed

-

- this %rain in Halifax and arrived on a later traln in the -

"‘morniné} The men had . to change tralns 1n Montreal and -
'transfer to special trains for Ottawa. the west and
southern Ontario.

- et . -

R The Montreal Soldiers"Wives League had.been active
durlng the course of the war and they arranged a welcome -
‘home supper for 800 guests at the Victoria Rifles Armoury.
A sumptuous meal was prepared and it was followed by . the
usual speeches and then instrumental andfvocal musical
‘and finally danclng until midnight. The-stage_was
artisticall} decorated and was dominated by a twelve S
Teet %acsimile of aﬁsfatue of-Queen Victoria soon fo f.“r/)
. be erecfed on Parliament Hill. Other organlzatlons
such as the Masonic Lodge of Anthulty also organlzed

' spec1al welcomes for members among the reuurnlng-troops.21



'Crowded at’ BrOClelle, uananoque and Bellev1lle and at
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2 At all naaor centres along the rallway 11ne to

'”moronto uhere were welcomlng crowds _ Platforms we“e

ﬂ'Klngston one of the largest crowds ever assembled there .

-

“f.ﬁ turned out £0 honour the returnlng cmty sons._ Wblle they

‘were undoub edly 1mpressed by the smae of the burnout

~“t"xey must have been dlsaop01nted by the lnfluence of *he

-local temperance organl:atlon sxnce non-alcohollc beverages

~

only were’ served at the receptlon._ In Ottawa ‘flags and
'buntlng decorated the c1ty and the troops were. welcomed

- home’ by -General O* Grady-Haly and the Mayor.‘

U

__ff - lhere wes ‘confusion at the Toronto statlon because

,the London and uuelph traln arrxvedﬁflrst and-. the crowo

- SUrg ed acroas the track° unaware that the rT‘oron‘t:o trooos‘n -

. T~

-_were arriving shortly af*er. SOme sunnorters dldn t

catch up wlth the Toronuo soldlers untll they were hall-._‘

way to the Arnourles' 'The men were llfted shoulder blgh L

by entbuSLastlc well-wishers and carrled out to Front )
Street where they -were placed on gun carrlages for the -

trip to the Armoury. The joyful confusion continued- at

the Armoury and the Mayor had"great.dlfflculty dellverlng_5_i

his speech because of the noise. One of the most mouing'“

~incidents of the evening occurred when a returning trooper

saw his baby daughter for the first time.%%

Whll° the celebratlons were taklng place 1n the

" -east the western troops were headlng towards the nralrles'
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Aand'the Pacific coast. ‘[They wereAjoined at Sudbury‘by

-'George Bellamy; one qof . the-real ‘characters' of the
.reglment. He had left his troop six months earller and. .
had fcund his way back to- Canada via England where he

) had been selected to ‘represent Canada at.a colonlal troop

. lnspectlon On learnlng that there were no volunteers _f.

. from Sudbury he decided to stop off there and walt for

. hlS colleagues The townsfolk adopted hlm as thelr local
boy and treated him as‘a returnlng hero. Bellamy_Just
revelled in «he’ adulatlon.zj.f- | o |

The western contlngent reached wlnnlpeg on Sunday

"the ljth of January. 371 days since leav;ng Hllder noted
_ln his Memoirs. An enthusmastlc crowd was walting to

'*welcome them at the statlon, and accompany them*along
‘main street to Grace. Church. Unforfunately the procession .
was marred by a runaway horse Wthh injured three people
”1n.the crcwd. After the special welcoming. service the
troops paraded to the Drlll Hall led by a group of

: supporters carrylng Maaor WLlllams shoulderhlgh At.tﬁe
luncheon the Mayor presented a civic testlmonlal to the
men and Premier Roblln welcomed them home. A measure
‘of‘the 1mporpance of the returnlng veterans in Winnipeg
was. the number of digndtaries‘who spoke pﬁbliciy at
receptions. The following evening the men were enter-
tained again and the main speakers Qere the Chief Justice

and the Lieutenant-Governor,zg
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Once the parties wereloVe; thoughts turned ‘to the
ﬂersﬁ realities of earning a’livelihdoh;*‘Soﬁe-woﬁld
‘remain iﬁ‘military service, others would return to their
farms and for a lucky féew.their jobélﬁéd been reserved
for them by their employere.__However.'ior the qajority
Hit meent*seeking new employmenf. " The prospects appeared
to be promising for, in weicqhing-the-eqidiers home,
the glgpé spoke. in dptimistic tones of opportunities
.awai;ing the retufniﬁgfmeh end their~qualities:

We have a vast country to be developed; the
courage, the intelligence, the industry,
which have been displayed by our men on the

field are the qualities which are necessary
for its development 25 .
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CHAPTER IX - -CONCLUDING SUMMARY

‘The war dragged on for another year and a half after
the Dragoons left Cape Town. hitchener reviSed-Roberts'
strategy and 1ntroduced extreme measures to subdue the
| Boers. He constructed llnes of blockhouses llnked w1th
'barbed wire and with mounted columns maklng 'drlves
ir'across the veld he tried to corner‘and crush the elusive
‘commandos. Farms were desfroyed to"den& Boers bases for
supplles and the women and chlldren whO'were dlsplaced
by the scorched ‘earth’ pollcy were placed in concentratlon
- camps. The Boer ‘leaders were able to avoid Kdtchener‘s i
het, but their forces and their mdrale'were:gradually.
worn. down by the British.offensive. Peace was flnally
. signed in Pretorla on the 31st of May, 1902. .

The Hoyal Cauadlan Dragoons were a small regiment
"in a vast British army.,‘They were part of. Brifish_t
“ columns and uuder_British control and leadership. and care
must be taken wheh_isolating.ﬁhelrole,of‘pue Dragoons
" not to_exaggerate or distortftﬁat role. _it must.be”seen
in the context of the overall British:ﬁar effort,'

~ During the course .of theucampaign the regiment
covered approximately three tﬁousand miles of rugged
African terrain by train, horse and somqumes on foot ---
- an area extendiﬁg from'tﬁe'Cape beninsuia to .close to the

. ' . . o :
Mozambique border. ‘The major roles performed by the =
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Dragoons included combat. scouting, patrolllng. searching.
farms. escortlng convoys. outpost duty. and reconnaissance
and lntelllgence work. It was probably in the field of
combat and scout;hg that they made thelr greatest
contribution to the war effort. ' (U
' The'initial training in Halifai, although charac-
terised by zealous enthusiasm, was 1nadequate. and the
men were not properly prepared for the Boer brand of war-
fare ‘The 1nadequate tralnlng was lllustrated by the
close-order formatlon under fire at Leeukop. and mounting
with cocked rifles;at‘Branﬁfort. However, the quahltles
of the ﬁroops enabled them to adapt very quickly to the
'physiéal_envifonment.and to Boer methods of warfare.
‘The hen'reééived their baptism'of fire and sharpened

nthelr skills on the rapld march north through the

Crange Free State. Thé reglment played a promlnent role
1n a number of major engagements durlng their eéight
- month tour of duty. At nllprlversberg they. held the
centre ehabliﬁg'aeneral French to circle around and take
JohanneSburg.‘énd a week iater'they helped rescue French
at Kalkheuwel Defile. 'The Dragoons assisted French in
hdlding the northern flank in thé.important'baﬁtle of
Diémond Hill and for the next few weeks played-é‘major
role in defending Prefbria‘from-Boe: commando atitacks
south-east of the city. The climax of the campaign

occurred at Witkloof in the Eastern Transvaal where the
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H remhahts of the ;gg;mehtuheld off the -Boer attack on
Smith-Dorrien's columh. The fiefce rearguard action
~ displayed the-degreé“té"which the Dfagdbﬁs had mastered
their lessons learﬁed durihg £he South African:campéigﬁ,'7 )
" The iﬁpressaye list of honouxé awgfded‘in the.rearguérd..'
action_was.teStimony-to'the_braverflof the reSpective
individuals, but it was also fécognifion‘of the contribution
made by the whole rééimeﬂf. - |

Tt was. perhaps ngturai that members of the reéiment_"
and-Cahadian Qér COrréspondents would exaggerate‘fﬁe“‘-“
KCD role in their letters and.- despatches, but ‘there were’
genulne expre551ons of appre01at10n and . admlratlon from
'1nd1v1dual Brltlsh 1eaders such as Roberts, :rench . Smith-
Dorrlen. Alderson andrHutton. Although the Royal Canadlan
bragoons_constituted oﬁiy‘a'very small-perqentage of the
total British forces they né%e;theless played ah‘important
pért'in'a variety of différgnt»roiés-ahd aquﬁiteg-themselves -
ably. ‘ o 1% | .

One of thé most anguished aspects of the war was:the.

slaughter of anlmals,'especially the horaes. - The Canadian
horses withstood the rlgours of the campalgn remarkably
well, but desplte careful attention from the men the
mortality rate was still high. The heavy Canadian saddles
were not satisfactory aﬁd contributed jo the‘suffer;n5>of;
the horses."ExCept-for the clothing the bthef.equipment

was satisfactdry. ‘'he Canadian-made clothing was inferior
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' and had to be exchanged for. Brltlsh uniforms before ‘the ~
"start of the oampalgn Canadlan wagons and tents proved
;to be well sulted to condxtlons in South Africa. The
Dragoons were satlsfled with thelr Brltlsh Lee-Enflelds."
and never had need to use revolvers or bayonets.:_@he'
L most usexul flrearm proved to be the Colt machlne—gun
under ‘'Gat' Howard's control h
| The initia}'enthusiasm}‘engendered largely by
.-loyalty to the'emnire and by tﬁé desire for adventure,
was sustained well into’the campaign by the majority of
- men. However,:after:the fall of Pretoria a sense.o}”
disillusionment began to pervade the regiment and this
was reﬁlected by the. increased incidence of malingerers
| and the 1ncreased appllcatlons for service in the pollce
and the rallwavs., har had lost its romant;01sm and

exhilaration, and weather, dlsease, ratlons. and the

' hazards of combat combined to oroduce a growlng desire

to return home. Thls was a natural reactlon to a tense

| andldangerous campaign and in no manner detracts from
their contrlbutlon to the war effort. To 2 large degree
this contributlon derived.from a combination of qualities
common'to members from the dominions of the empire. These
qualities that enabled the Canad;ans:to rival the Boers
inciuded resourcefﬁlnees, daring, in&ependence and
:fenaeify. The regiment was guilty of its fair share of

looting and crime, although the exact extent is unknown

because defaulters records were destroyed‘in an enemy attack.
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A spepia;.camarédefie shaped by the war deveIOped
among the Canadians,faﬁd relations with British and other
" imperial colleagﬁgs were\éenerall& very amicabile. "And

'évéh'with thewﬁéer Eivilians there was usually .an '
'understandlng and a cordiality and for Boer combatants
there was always a grudging admlratlon and respect for .

. thelr courage and acumen, but naturally also .an underlying
hostlllty. ' | )

Theﬂimpact of the war ‘is impossible td measure;-
BSPEClally on a small group of men, but it was probably
in the fleld of tactlcs practlsed and perfected by the
Boers that the Dragoons learned most. By volunteerlng
for service in the South Afrlcan War they participated
in a major tran51tlon phase in the. history of warfare ---
from the r;gld battle formations practised for cenpurles
td“an erﬁ of mobile attack; trench wéffare-and'artillery

'bombardméntf.
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. APPENDIX I

“PHE REGIMENTAL DESIGNATION . -
- ' ’ ’ .
When the ra1s1ng of the second contlngent was belng_
considered only one body of rough rlders and mounted
police was contemplated and it was decided to name |
“them the Canadlan Mounted leles to avold cr1t1c15m that -

one reglment was belng favoured General Hutton, then .

‘.General_offlcer Commandlng in Canada, was a proponent of

T

s -

mounted 1nfantry and also favoured “Mounted Rifles" in "
preference +o a cavalry tltle. In the naste of despatohlng
the contlngent the de51gnatlon lst and 2nd Battallons
Canadlan Mounted Rifles was adopted although the former '
unltfwas composed of a core of RCD officers and men.l

Colonel Lessard only learned of the des1gnatlon when
the reglmentrarrlved.ln Cape Town. He 1mmed1ately cabled
the Queen and requested that the royal title Dbe glven back
especially as the regiment was fighting for the Crown in
“South’ Africa. He. also pointed out that the Canadian
artillery and 1nfantry had retalned their dlstlnCthE
royal titles. 1he Dragoons were also denied their colours
‘and the distinctive badge granted by Her MajeSty.2

Lord Roberts expressed himself in favour of renaming
the'regiment especially;as it would improve morale and |
Lessard cabled’ the Militia Department informing the
ICanadian authorities that Roberts had recommended changing
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“the name.3 Shortly before the Dragoons moved to Belfast o
Lessard recelved a telegram from the Canadlan Staff Offlcer
in Cape Town.: “Leave has been granted you to be known as

& A few days later offlclal confirmation was N

the hbn"
recelved in an extract from Army orders of‘the 21st_ of
August: | |
"In view of the representatlon that nearly
‘all the officers and a large proportion of
the men serving in the unit known as the
- 1lst Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles, .
belong to the Royal Canadian Dragoons,5 -«

the unit will in future be des;gnated the - VO
-*Royal Canadian Dragoons "6 o _‘,g*~\

Not all members of the reglment were- enthu51ast1cﬂ
about the name change. Turner made a curt entry 1n hlS»
diary that he thought the issue was absurd and had told;

Colonel Lessard'7 o . ”'rs\\ .

-—
1 Montreal Star, 9 June 1900, P. 20.}

2 Lessard’'s 0fficial Report, p. 1. .
Interv;ew with Lessard in The Goat, N .D.

3 Montreal Herald, &4 June 1900, p.. 1.
4 .Reglmental Diary, 23 August 1900.

5 This is inaccurate as only half the offioers:were- :
KRCD and less than one quarter of the men.

6 Regimental Diary, 27 August 1900.
7 Turner Diary, 5 September 1900..
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 APPENDIX II

__THE KEGIMENTAL BADGE

'it was during:the‘skirﬁishes alohg the ridgés :
.:,Qsouth east of Pretoria’ ‘that the 'legend' cf the reglmental -
fbadge orlglnated. Dpcumentary ev1dence to conflrm the
:1n01dent 1s.lack;ng_§nd there is no mention -of it in the
:éofrespondence-aﬁd feportsffom-ﬂefon. Hilder; Turner and

. Lessard. Tﬁé earliéstiﬁritteﬁ reference occurs in

R. C Fetherstonhaugh S A Short Hlstory of the doyal

'Canadlan Dragoons publlshed in’ 1932, although the reglment

had applled for. perm1551on to wear the springbok bgdge as
" far back as 1908.“ - |

lLarry Worthlngton descrlbes the reputed incident
' in an lnterestlng manner in her book.

A llght breeze rlupled the tall brown grass
.0of the South African veldt. Only an occasional -
pateh of stunted trees broke the monotony of .
the flat landscape, empty as far as the eye-
could see save for a herd of springbok --- a
small red antelope indigenous to the country.

- It was July, 1900, and the South African Wwar
was ravaging the land. The British 1lst Mounted
-Infantry Brigade had withdrawn and halted after

. clashing with the Boers at 0liphantsfontein.
The Royal Canadian Dragoons, part of the

" Canadian contingent supporting the British,
were acting as rear guard.

In a small outpost protected by a rocky
‘kopje a troop of tired Dragoons relaxed in the .
warm sun. But the keen-eyed sentry,. crouching
behind a rock and squinting against the glare,
did not relax. His attention was fixed on the
springbok: which had ceased grazing and appeared
nervous. The sentry signalled the troop leader. -
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"Those deer,™ he sald quletly, "&omethlng S
bothering them, sir. I[he grass seems to be mov;ng
but it's not the wind.™

The officer raised his fzeld glasses and . .

.+ took a long look. - - -

"Boers:" he breathed, and handed the glasses

to the sentry 3
. "Boersil- conflrmed the trooper "The grass
is alive with them'™: o

"Watch “them," said- the offlcer. "I'1l
have the troop stand tol"

Soon: every man was in place. evcry rifle
levelled, every safety catch off. lo the casual

. eye the veldt was. still empty, but to the
waiting men the grass before them twitched and
quivered. with movement. ~Then suddenly the:
. moment came. With a guttural shout more than
. fifty Boers broke cover a hundred yards off,
and twenty Canadian rifles ‘opened rapid fire.
In a matter of seconds it-was all over. A few
- Boers fled but most lay dead in the long grass .-
that. had concealed their approach. But for '
the springboks* warnlng the post would have been
w1ped out.2 ;__.- :

Although the 1nc1dent 1s of questlonable veracity

“the cho;ce of an Afrlcan antelope for the regimental

badge is approprlate because 1t symbollaes the 1-'ecognltlon

by the Dragoons of the 1mportance of env;{onmental

factors durlng the campalgn

1 Greenhouéf manuscrlﬁt, ®hapter VI.

2 ﬁorthingth;'§pur and Sprocket; frohtlspiéce.

-
-}
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| APPENDIX IIT -

OATH TAREN IN i PRESENCE OF THE ATTESTING OF FICER

5 ) ‘ /}, S o

I,#homas Albert Gifford '

s;r-rear that I will{ well and truly serve our Sovere-lgn Lady
The. Queen in the Canadlan Volunteers for Actlve Serv;ce.
untll lawfully discharged, and that I w1ll re515t Her
Maaesty s enemles. and cause Her Maaesty s peace to’ be kept
on land and at sea, an and that I w1ll in all matters apoer-
taining to my servlce faxthfully dlscharge my duty, according
:io law, So help me God:

- | - I, Thomas Albert Gifford
~hereby declare that 1 am w1111ng to serve mherever Her :
Ma jesty fhe Queen may direct- in the Volunteers for Active
Serv1ce under the provision of the Militia Act of Canada so
far as 1t applles. under the Queens Regulatlons and orders
for the Army and the Army Act, for a term of 6 months or 1
year if reguired, or until sooner lawfully di;charged or
dismissed at tﬁe rate of pey fixed for the Permanent Corps

~of Canada, until landed in South,Afrlca, and after dlsem-'
:barkatlon to serve in Her Maaes;y s Regular Forces, at +he
rates of pegﬂflyed by the royal Warrano for the pay of the
Brit;s% Army, and I have accordingly -takey the oath of

‘allegiance.

-~

Signed (Volunteer)

: . Attesting Officer
‘oronto, 2 February 1900 '
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" APPENDIX IV

. OFFICERS .

Lieutenant-Colonel F.L. Lessard
Major V.A.S. Williams

"Major W. Forester

Captain H.S. Greenwood

Captain C.St.A. Pearse _ .
Lieutenant H.L. Borden Co _ -
Lieutenant J.E. Burch T '
Lieutenant H.Z2.C. Cockburn-
Lieutenant J.H. Elmsley
Lieutenant A.L. Howard
Lieutenant A.H. King

- Lieutenant F.H. Suttdn
Lieutenant R.E.W.:Turner
Lieutenant R.M. Van Luren’
Lieutenant C.T. Van Straubenzie
Lieutenant F.V. Young

. Captain C.M. Nelles (Adjutant)

Captain J.H. Wynne (Quartermaster)

~ Surgeon-Major H.R. Duff (Medical Offlcsr)
Lieutenant C.F. Harrison (Transport -Officer)
Veterinary-Major W.B.- Hall (Veterinary Officer)
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Regimental "~ .
- Number 3 Rank -

17 -
- 223
. 281 v
Co25h 8"
fg -

Private

" Sergeant

Private

-

<~ Name -

H.R.G. Agassiz.

k \NEOB- Allan .

C.C. Allen .
H. Allison

.D. Allam

. g e oy

. 230 . ’ ‘n :
102 o N . " .

413 Lo

-209 . . . )
302 . | v

C.E. Anderson .

‘Anderson

Anderson
Anderson
Anderson .
Armstrong

. Ardiel™

Arnold
Arnold

263

161 -

351

307
60
294

61 -

104

164
- 313

105
106
34

160

63
372
186
228

301

434 . Sergeant

Private
i
"

. - Corporal f?

Private
- [ 1]

- Sergeant

Privatg

| Sergeahf

Private

Corporal
Private

* Armoury Sergeant

Corporal

NpxrruEEs0

“Ault .
Baker

»

OnHmoaEHm

E. Baldwin

P. Barton .

" E. Bates
" J.Ro'Baxter

A. Beaton -

‘L.M. Beers.

Wi:H. Bell

. G.R. Bellamy

J. Bennett . -
F. Berg

F.E. Bettle
A.B. Bing
W.G. Bishop
W. Bissett

~ A. Bouchard

DOE-‘BOulto-n V -
N. Bowman

- J. Bradner

W.Q. Bragg
W.E. Brand
A.W. Brown
F. Brown

- I.B. Brown

J.J. Brown
N.D. Builder
S. Burnett
F.W., Burritt-
A. Butler
W.A. Butterfield
M.J. Callahan
H.P. Cameron
G. Campbell’
T.E. ‘Campbell
D.J. Carroll

A. Carter”
“ . )
—

-



Regimental o :
- Number N Rank o _ Name
~ 305 -~ .  Private G. Carter
1] T - Corporal . . J.JN. Cartwright
108 " Private... E. Chambers
387 : " i J. Church ° -
"6l - o - . J. Clark |
310 ) _ .o o . . JS. Clarkson
183 - W o G.H.A. Collins
222 R " : : ' S. Cline
65 - . : : .. C. Cooke
66 .. C.W. Cooper
312 _ " : - C.E. Cope .
110 " W.E. Cordingley
216 . o - @ D.J. Crone
371 " H.M. Cummins
295 " C.¥. Currie
R Sergeant : - P. Dalton
289 Private -~ E.S. Danby
. 261 : " W. Dawson -
- 271 " ‘ - W. Dean
1303 | " o ~ J.C. de Balinhard '
226 ) .o ‘ © C.0. De Lisle
96 : " "~ _A. De Rochejotquelein
385 . . " ' E.C. Dill .
296 " ° © M.H. Dix-
363 ' ‘ " - . J.A. Dixon
157 ' " -, W. Dougall
288 " ' %" H.S. Douglas
38 - . ~" D.H. Doust
4y oo . .~ - F.L. Doyle
298 o " ‘ T. Drought
- 270 ' . ' L. Drummond
111 ' . g J.T. Duguid
&y Saddle Sergeant . - J.F. Dunning
67 Private - ‘ R.J. Dunsmoor
252 ) Sergeant _ W.A. Dyer .
68 Private = - . E. Eagleson
158 - " | W.V. Elliott
274 " _ - F.J. Elmhirst
19 LI | G. England
182 . " : W.L. Evans
112 S S.J. Farrell
26 "o E.A. Filson
272 . , " . . J.W. Findley
69 . : " ‘ E. Fitzgerald
165 " ' G.E. Fleming
214 . " G.A. Forbes
364 " J. Fowler
217 ' " o J.E. Fraser
- 359 - ' " J.R. Fraser
54 - : Sergeant o H.F. Fuller
273 : Private : J.M. George
T.A.

9 " . A. Gifford

s



Regimental -

“- Number
18
207
"184 -
R
173
: 280 ..
o lle
381
66
AT
169
115
116
29
.56 .
1'18'4.
. 32k
430
- 318
278
352
282 .~
k2
15
329
156 .
.70
328
163
- 268 .
71
176

-239-.

Rank

*

. Private
" .

' SergeaﬂtJFarrie:

Private
LA

R T
[13

'hSeréeant

Privdte

"

‘. Corporal
- Erivate '

n

Sergeant
Private

S.Q.M.S.’
Private

Sergeant Trumpeter

Private

"

H

.oon
v

"

"

_Namé'

G.N. Glendenning
W.M. Glover

. W.5. Gold

J. Graham
G.E. Graham ~
AW. Gray ,
E.C. Gurnett
T. Hagen.
A.J. Hall:
A. Hallett -
W.J. Hampton
F. Harbottle
J.W. Harman
J.L. Harper

"GP Harraden‘f

F. Hartman
J.J. Harvey

“J.F. Hawkins .
¥.J. Hawkins

D.S. Hayden
G.F.H. Hayward
W.R. Head

A. Henry

~J.B. Heron
‘J.D. Herriot
-"H.A. Hiam

J. -Hibbitt

"A.E. Hilder
CALE. Hillyard
B. Hobbs

¥W. Hodgson .
E.J. Holland
W.J. Holliday

“A.Y. Hood

J.A. Hopkins
H. Horne;
C.N. Hoy

F.W. Hubbard
J. Hubbard

G. Hudson

N. Hughes
wW.A. Hull
B. - Hunt

P. Hyzy

A.G. Inglis
L.J.S. Inglis
J.3. Irvine
M. Janes

W.J. Jay . _
J. Jefferson
P, Jenkins
T<.J. Johnson
R.G. Johnston
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Regimental
Number

28"
292
- 317

388

185
75
178
76

- 430

k20
. 263
267
1
417
208

218

93
77
122
k27
416

325
204
152
375
211 -

85
331

30
423

T
227
435

78

13

376

L18
Lz2
431
123 .
124
Lok
79
175
205
. 262
Lol

266

293

42
258

143

Rank

.
LI

3 ‘Cérporal _

Private
. L] * .

‘"

3 3 3 2

-

' Corporal
. Private

Private.
. "

~240-

Private .
. " - .

Shoe-Smith - -

" Corporal -

C=EmE="Ur

Name

"J. Jordan”
-J., Ravan =

J;-Keillear.” .

WL Kelly -
.W. Key ~ o
" A.R. Kingsley

W.A. Knisley
C.H. Koehler

 A.F. Landels . |
S. Latremouille

F.W. Lawson

A. Leavitt
T.E. Linden __
A. Little

"J.M. Lobban .

J.H. Lockhart

. F.F,. Loosemore

H.H. Loosemore-
J.W. Lord -
D. Lougheed’
A.J. Lovegrove

J.W. Low
‘H.H. Lyon

E.P.-Mallory
R.F. Markham
T.H. Marriott.
J.C.S. Marsh
H.N. Marshall
J.C. Massie
W.R. Maycock
J. Mayne

E.T. Merchant
F.F. Metcalfe
H. Metzler
J.R. Middleton

.F. Miles -

L.R. Miller
W. Mitchell
W.E. Molaskey
H.D.E. Moody

. MooTrhouse
. Morrison
. Morrison
. Morrison
. Morrison
. Mortimore
. Muir

R. Mulloy
J.A. Munroe
T.R. Macafee
J.J. Mc Caffry
P. McCarthy

G.A. McClintock

'H
A
.S
.J
.T
lA
.B
W

Tt



" Regimental -
Number o

125

T

b7

203
--80

181

330

k25

309
1l

3
L26

126

81

333
315
127
337
253
251

47

128

358
. k29

39
202

308
378

95

43
284
432
402
130
219
180
383
353

131

172
151
362
275

21
285
386
382

215\L

53
132
225

257

Rank

'-Privafe

"
n
wr
"

"
L]

Tow o
"
"
-

Sergeant
S.5.M.

Private -

Cérporéi'”'
Private

R.S.M..

"Private

"
"
n
[}
"

B

'Corporél«

Sergeant
Private

Li]

Sergéant
Private

241

Name

J:B. McCulla
J.R. McCulley
F. McCusker
A.A. McDonald
J .W. McGahey
C.E. McGee
S.J. McGregor
A.L. McIntosh
A.C. McIntosh

" F. McIntosh

R. McIntyre
F. Mellry

M. McIver
J.D. McKay" -
A. McKelvey
D.M. Mckdbbin

‘W. McLlellan”

W. McLeod
A. McMillan

"L.C. McMillan

G.A. McRae
C.R.B. Newton
J. Nilant
J.J. 0'Brien
M. 0'Connell
C.K. Othen
C.C. Owen’
J.C. Page
I.H. Pake
G.D. Palmer
H. Palmer

~ J.H. Parks

A.J. Pawsey
W. Pearce
F.C. Peck
‘R.J. Pelton
A. Pickworth
H. Pope

J. Potts

P.R. Price
E.L. Purdon
J.G. Rae

D.L. Ramsay
A. Ratecliff
L.A. Rea

G. Reid

W.J. Reid
R.H. Reynolds
W. rhoades
A.M. Richardson
-G. Richardson

Jd. Richardson
T. Ridley



_Regimental
. Number

327
361
368
189
188
174
. 260
136:°
386,
322
419
410
316.
384 .
409
159
- 138
- 107
- 212
. 373
g2

6
291
304

2

179
187
133 .
134
86
405

¥

Rank

° Private -

"
"_
T "

Sergeant
Private

242~

Farrier Q.M.S.

Private.

-1

Private
[1] -]

"

Sergeant
Private -

- S.Q.M.S.

Private

L)

. 'ransportation Sergeant

Sergeant Farrier

Private

‘Corporal .

Sergeant

Private

1
)
"
"

M
[1]
"

"
w o
"
"

> E ot o e 1 E L

LS

Name =~

A.H. Koberts

P.F.C. Roberts

‘G.M. Robinson

R.R. Robinson
.S. Robinson
Roche ~
Rodger
Rose
Ross
.Russell

b o & b 19

&
22k
55

Qi

. Ryan

.E. Ryerson’
E.A. Sanford - -
C:D. Scott

D. See

W.C. Semple
C.E. Shaw

I. Shea -

T.P. Shipp-
G.J. Simpkins

©J. Simpson

J. Sincdlair
A.K. Skinner
N.J. Slater

"D. Smart

G. Smith

H. Smith
W.T. Smith
wW.H. Snyder
J.R. Sparks
J. Sparks
D.M. Spence

- J. Spencer

W.B. Spink
R.W.E. Spicer @
H.S.Square :
E.A. Steer
J.S. Sterrett
C. Stevens
. Stevenson
. Stewart
. Stonor
. Sully
. Taylor
. Terrill

. Thompson
J. Thempson

Ll e B et

| E L E P 2

S.H. Thompson -
. T.A. Thompson

F. Thornton



) . .;2}.}3_
Regimental

Number Rank C e Name
- 31k Private - - . J. Threadklll
. 87. - Sergeant ' "L.A. Till
. 201, Private L - W. Tilley-
377 L _ T.F. Todt
. 137 " i’ . : . . V_J-J . TOW'nley
213 " S .. E.H. Tripp.-
171 " | " A. Trusler
269 ' "o . A. Turner
L1 " . A.WN. Turner
283 o " . -+ M.H. Tylor .. .
20 - "o o C.P. Vanevery
Lhl2 " ¥W.E. Venning
89 ) S -7 .J. Vine
90 . A.H. Vizard
R : " ) J.H. Walker
320 " - F.W. wallace
91 - . " o "E. Wandby
306 oo~ . W.H. Ward
32 " ' - D.I. Warren
.256 Corporal Shoelng-smlth J. Warrian
167 Private . . P. Wasson
50 s T E. watts -~ . -
139 . " ‘ c ~ W.J. Wheatley
408 ) " " H.B. White
380 . "o : J.W. White
259 ' "Corporal: o e F.M. Whitlow .
‘51 S.S.M. - J. Widgery
206 . Private : L.R. wigle.
210 - " : ‘ M.S. Wigle
319 L C T. Wilkinson
T .~ A.G. Willoughby .
- 92 . " W. Winyard L
Jai ‘ " e J.T. Wood o~
277 o . K.A. Woods ‘
22% " W. Wright
3 e -om _ " G.E. Wurtel
1ﬁo - " . - F. Wyatt . e‘“*’/
141 i .o" , - D.D. Young\\

Private T.R. Hill (234)- transferred from Roberts Horse’
31st May, 1900. -

Prlvate W.L. McWilliam (338) transferred from Roberts Horse,

Prlvate 'J.M. State (336) enlisted in Cape Town.

"
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 APPENDIX VI .

Honours and Awards. -

_'victbrié Cross.
B o :'"”-“,:Lleutenant H. .2 :C. Cockburn
- .Lieutenant  K.E.W. Turner
' ¢ sergeant :‘ E. Holland -

' Companlon of the Bath
meleutenant-Colonel F L. Lessard

DiStinguiéhed-Ser@ice-O:der'

o Lieutengnt _R.E.W. Turner

Dlstlngulshed Conduct Medal

0

'Prlvate L. w R. Mulloy

.Distinguished~5ervice'in the:Eielﬁ;‘

- . . o . = . '—‘—'—‘.‘"
Private WﬂA._Knlsley.- T T -

;AMembers of ‘the’ reglment were- ellglble for the’ follow1ng
- fclasps on.the Queen s Medals

-

_Cape Colony
Diamond Hill
Johannesburg
Orange Free State

.ATransvaal

% Lessard was awarded a CB-not'a,CMG.
i Unconfirmed suggestions tha?'the namé,is Kinsley.

" Militia Order.97 of 1901.
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21

12
14

'15“

16
21
22
2L

10"

12

.16

20

25

28-29. May

7

Nay

March - -~

April

April.

April

April

Aprii K

April

April

Aﬁril

April‘

. -

Marcb "

Aprii"

April

May
May .
May

May

.

May

~

—

@ 30 April

May

May_

,FeBruaryA_l900‘<

.
-~

P
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APPENDIX VII

Departed Hallfax .

Anchored in Table Bay. Cape Town

s

Docked at Cape Town. o T T

Departed'Cape Town."-:”““ R

B
A
B
A
B
A
B
B
A
B

Arrived at

squadron-

. 'squadron

squadron

squadron

squadron
squadron’
squadron

hd T
squadron

‘squadron

squadron

' lciéssed the Vet river.

Stellenbosch.

left SteIlenbosch
left Stellenbosch.
reached Sprlngfonteln

reached_Sprlngfqnteln;

-left Spriﬁgfontein.

left Spfiﬁgféntgin..ﬁ
arrived in‘Bioemfonfein.
in action at Le‘eukop.."
camped at Fishér's Farm.

arrived at Fisher's Farm.
| ! g

- March north bégins. o

"Action near B;aﬁdfdrt.

r

ﬂCrossed tﬁé Zand river.

Heached Kroonstad

Flylng column to Bothav1lle.f

Departed Kroonstad.

Crossed the Vaal fivér.

'Battle of Klipriversberg.



'3 June -
.6 June |
11-12 June
l?—lé June
7 Jwly -
111 July
26 Julf,g
23 July
27 July-
f‘28;July '
to
- 24 August
25 August
8 Séptembér
23 September
? Nofember
23 November
24 N6vem§%r
3 December -
‘12 becember B
13 December™
297 Decemﬁer 

8 January, 1901

L

ALY

[t

- -248-

'.Ambusﬁ at Kalkheuwel defile.

Reached Pretoria.

‘Actlon at Kameelfontern.

Expedltlon to K1ip Kop.

Action at Ollphantsfontein.

Action along the rldge.

' Borden and Burch killed. at Wltpoort.
':'Eastward~advance started.

. Reached Mlddleburg

Based at various posts along . the
railway line between M;ddleburg and
Belfast.

Arrived in'Bélfast.

Flying Column to Kaapse Hoop
é%ence and Ratcllffe kllled.

Battle of Lellefonteln (W1tkloof)
Left:Belfast by traln.

Arrived in Pretoria.

Left Prétoria.

Arrived in Cape Town.

-

Departed Cape Town. .

Reached Cape-Verde ‘Islands.,"‘~

\, Roslin Castle arrived in Halifax.
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_ L APPENDIX VIII o
R SOCIO-ECONOMIC composmxo»\,‘/

.;nhhis pioneering prosopographic study. of Canada's

: involvement ig the South Affican War. Profegsor Carman

‘;Miller*.haé shown that British-born volunteers enlisted in
numbers out of pfopoftign,%o.their perceﬁtage of the banedieﬁ
population at the fufn of the century.. Furthermore,.they

" tended to enlist in greater numbers at times of British
adVer51ty in South Afrlca".whlle Canadlan-born volunteers
1ncreased thelr partlclpatlon during tlmes of British succese

- i

in South Afrlca. o \ - -

Professor Mlller has grouped th Royal Canadl _
Dragoons. the Canadian Mounted R:Lfles and three ‘oa& ies
fof Canadlan artlllery as a contingent for his stgﬁy.- Tﬁe_
. writer has isolated 'the Royal Canadlan Drg\bﬁﬁk and has
complled a soclo-economlc proflle of the reglment excludlng
l - the’ off;cers. Statlstlcal data has been obtalned from the
\:> attestation papers in the service flles. of the South
African War veterans in the Public Archives. The service
-f;leslof the officers are not’bart'of the veterahﬁs ‘
collecfion, ‘but -this is not neoeésafily a weekness since a ..
_separate analy31s of the offlcers should be conducted for

comparative purposes. The statistical study 1nc1udes all

o

#* Carman Miller, "A Preliminary Analysis of the Socio-

Economicfcomposition of Canada's South African War
Contingents.”" ' Social History, November, 1975, 219_23?.\ -

#% RG 38 I A.
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the RCD non-comm331oned offlcers and prlvates g}S/ﬁ\and
covers the followlng personal details: nat1v1ty, rellglon. !
age. marltal status and occupation .
The study is based dn the assumption that by identi-
fyingrthe volunteers,and,thelr interests one;w;ll;be petter
able to asséss-their motives.. Recruitingmpatterné-deriqul
from objective'quant?tativei‘data might well differ with the
intentions énd motives exprengd'by the volunteers. Two .
”*Eppfqacheé hafe'been used in this teqtative'atfembt fo,-
“'deterﬁipe whether recruiting patterns among the RCD shed
* any liggﬁ,on'motivéé for-eﬁlistmént:-y-.accoﬁpar§30n haég

-been drawn witi thé first contingen% {Royal Canadian'ﬁegimént)

and the KCD themselves have been classified on the basis of.

o nativity.
B . ) Natifigx
" " Royal ‘. Canadian-born British and Empire born Others
- . Canadian o - / . o i ,
| . 62.0% . 36.9% . : 1.1%
U::a@?“s @ *{129) (4)
S \\;* ::; -  Religion )
- Roman k
- Catholic Methodlst Presbyterlan Angllcan Baptlst Others
. , % . . % % %
, RCD 7.2 - 14.9 . 20.1. - 52.3 3.5 .<2.0.
" Canadian- . . ' ‘ T
-born 8.8°  ° 20.5 - - 24,0~ 384 5.6 2.8
: British- | | |

" born- 3.9 - 4.7 ' I4.7 . 76.0 - .8
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Age
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40 and over
% - % % % :

. RCD 1.5 56.4 26.7 8.4

5.5 1.5
Canadian-born 1.4 63.7 25.1 6.0 3.7 -
British-bom 1.6 4k.2 29.5 12.9‘ 8.5 3.9

Canadian-born volunteers average age:- 24.6 years.
British-born‘volunteers average ége:— 26.7 years.
34.9% of the Canadian-born volunteers were older than 25 years.
54.3% of the British-born volunteers were older than 257yeérs.

Marital Status

Single Married Widowed Children:

‘ % (Total and ratio)-
RD . 913 7.9 . .9 65
Canadian-born 93.5 = 5.6 .9%; i“: 7.2
British-born 87.6 11.6 .8 1 : 3.9

Occuﬁaﬁion

. White Collar Blue Collar Service Primary
. % '

% .
KCD . 29.2 25.7 23.0 22.2
Canadian-born ~ = 38.1 28.8 11.2 "21.9 -
British-born 14.1 20.3 . 43,0 22.7
. N . e

Ma jor Occupations(scaled rankings)

Farming - Soldiers Clerks

. % % %

RCD ‘ 18.5 15.7 13.1
Canadian-born 18.4 k.2 -* 15.6

kg

At
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Nativity -

Canadian-born British and Empire born Others
, | ' % - % - %
1st Contingent . - 71.2- 24,6 - 4.2
Canadian population 86.9 ) 7.8 . 5.1
~ o Religion
.Roman ‘ |
Catholic Methodist Presbyterian Anglican Baptist Others
B *® - % - % % % S T
- 1lst ‘ - .
Contingent” .15.4 . ~ 13.3 . 20.3 42.5 3.5 4.9
- Canada k1.7 17.2 . 158 - 12.8 5.9 6.6
. Age . .
15-1¢ 20-2L4  25-29 ) 30=-34  35-39 490
, % - % % % % %
1st Contingent .8  57.8. 26.0 9.1 1.8 .4
Canada - - 30.6. '25.9 ® 22.7 20,7 -
Qccupation
) White Collar Blue Collar Service Primary
. _ % . % y 2 %
1st Contingent ~ 35.% 37.4 15.5' 5.1
Canadian males = 11.3 . 29.0 g.1 50.2

-~

Miller, "Preliminary Analysis", Social History, November,
1975,. 219-237.
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White Collar

Professional Sales/Clerical
Student Salesman ' Merchant Tailor
Teacher Travelling .Salesman . Draughtsman
Doctor Clerk e Inspector
Law Student Store Clerk Bill Collector
Professional Engineer Traveller Grocer
Dentist o Bookkeeper Agent/life insurance
Medical Student: Commercial traveller Surveyor

B ] Chemist Stenographer
Proprietorial Messenger -Law Clerk

' Bank .Clerk Agent

iMerchant Druggist - Civil Servant
centleman

Owner/florist/outfitter

Hotel/restaurant keeper

Business owner manager

Accountant

Bilue Collar o
Skilled: : _ Un/Semi-Skilled:
Artisan Brickmaker Black/Tinsmith Factory worker
. Baker -Machinist Carpenter Labourer :
Printer Stone Mason  Book Binder . Stevedore
Cooper - Shoesmith * Marble Polisher Cotton Worker
Miller Painter Mechanic Mill hand
.Butcher ' Photographer Brewer Bridge worker
Saddler. Tailor = Wheel Wright Packer
Electrician Glass Worker Watch Maker
Plumber .Cheese Maker -
_ Sé&vice ..
~° Transportation/ :
Protective Communication Personal Misc.
Soldier Conductor Gardener/Servant Barber
Police Line/Brake/Trainman Waiter/Bzrman Heporter
Fireman Coachman © Janitor Horse ‘Trainer
Driver : Cook Actor/Artist
Telephone/Telegraph Jockey .
Veterinarian
Primary _
Agriculture Mining Fishing Trapping Lumber
Farmer . Miner ° Sailor/ Hunter/-frapper Lumber jack
Farm Labourer. Prospector Mariner Shantyman
Rancher Teamster
Ranch Labourer-
Cattleman/Cowboy
Stablehand = | -
Dairyman . : 7

Based on GCarman Miller's division, Social History, November,

1975, 219-237. g 3
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A { ‘ : -
- 1.C.0. Occupations (excluding officers)

White Collar = Blue Collar Service Irimnry
‘Clerk . (&44) Labourer * (16) Soldiers (55). ¥arming * (V1)
Student (11) Blacksmith { 9) Driver ( 6) - liner { )
Druggist ( 6) Carpventer ( 7) Coachman ( &) Sailor { )
Engineer (" 5) Printer ( 5) Fireman ( 2) ‘Qeamntier ()
Commercial < Saddler ( 5) Cook ( 2y

Traveller ( &) Painter ( 5) Yoliceman ( 1)
Salesman ( &) fachinist ( 4) Conductor ( 1)
Surveyor ( &) Shoesmith { 3} Lineman ( 1)
Doctor ( 3) Butcher { 2) Telephone
Tierchant ( 3) Electrician ( 2} Operator { 1)
Storekeeper” ' ( 3) Tailor ( 2) Telegraph .
‘edical Cigar-mzker { 2) liessenger( 1)
© Student { 2) Steam-fitter ( 2). Janitor (1)
Gentleman { 2) Potter (. 1) Barber ( 1)
. Agent { 2) Baker ( 1) carter  ( 1) .
. ‘Peacher ( 1) Plumber ( 1). :
Dentist _ ( 1) Bricklayer (1)
Lawyer (1) Photographer ( 1) s includes farmers,
bdokkeeper: { 1) Glassworker ( 1) farm honds,
Civil Servant ( 1) Cheesemaker ( 1) ranchers and
Exporter (.1) Tinsmith (1) rou;hrider:,
Customs . Mechanic ( 1)
Officer ( 1) Brewer ( 1)
3roker ( 1) WatchmaXer” (1)
“ifusician ( 1) Tooimaker ( 1) g .
rofessional. House™ ' .
Athelete ( 1) Decorator ( 1)
- "' Silver Plater (.1)
Cutter - ( 1)
" Lather - (1)
- Moulder (1)
Confectioner ( 1)
Dyer { 1)
~Builder (1)
Pattern-maker ( 1)
} Stove-mounter ( 1)
1Mill-hand ( 1)
Foreman ( 13



A dlstlnctlve pattern emerges when one compares the .
_'soc10-economlc composmtlon of the RCD w1th the 1st Contlngent.*'
Thls patmern.ls relnforceq when' one classifies the Dragoons
by country of birth. | . |
Canadlan -born’ recruits. in the .RCD drop off o
significantly when compared with thelr courtterparts in mhevf-
1st Contingent. The Boer successes in the first”two months
+ culminating in the victoriea of .Black Week aeemed to oomvinoe

Cana&ians that the trlp to South Africa was no longer a
"glgantlc plcnlc" 1 Canadlan commltment began to dlsappear
Nln the face of aa;er51ty. On the other hand Brltlsh—born
volunteers among the Dragoons showed a dramatlc 1ncrea$e.;
Lhe 51gn1f1cant increase amOng Brltlsh—born ‘
recrults is accompanled by-a. maaor increase in Angllcan
partlolpataon. rhls is not surprlslng as the Angllcan s

: ' . -
.. Church in Canada was fSoremost among the Protestant churches.

) 5
-as an agent of imperialism. .

The Dragoons- were on the average an older and more
mature reglment than the lst Contlngegm One could perhaps
anticipate older, more mature recruits-in t;mee of British
adversity, and younger men in aearch of adventure during
periods of public enthusiasm and British success. Tﬁe
Britiéﬁ;born Dragoons were on the average tﬁo years older
than their Canadian-born colleaéﬁes. It is aignificanti

that over half the British born recruits were older than

# . The 1st Contlngent was recruited in mid-October, 1899,‘

antd the RCD in late December of the same year.
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25'yeéfs..ghile ‘only one third of fhe;Canadian-béfn Dragoons
were 6: SEmilér age. |

An'older..éritisﬁ-bqrn Anglican émerges as the
arqpef&pal recruit in late 1899. The statistics on marital
sfgtus appear to confirm this trend'sinéé-there weré'
pfoportionately more married men‘aﬁong.thé British—borp
recruits.. The ratiﬁ of children to men was also greater
»--- there was one child for every four British-born
volunteers and only one child for everﬁ seven Canadian-bofn
volunteers.

When occupational statistics are éoEpared.with the
1st Contingent an appreciable reduction in White and
Blue Collar participation among the Dragoons is evident.
Botﬂ these catgéories were dominated by Canadian—born-
volunteers, while the other two categories, Service and
Primary, were.dominated by British-born recruits and they
. both experienced dramatic increases. Thére was an over-
wheiming preponderaﬁce of British-born amongtthe soldiers
of the Service sector, and it appears that they were the
true "soldiers-of the Queen".--— those who ralliédfto the
flag during adversity.. Occupational statistics seem to
confirm Miller's "adversityladvenéure" thesis that British-
born -enlisted in times of adversity, while youﬁger Canadians

volunteefed'fbr adventure.

A distinctive pattern of commitment and concern

for Britain emerges from the récruitihg trends of the early

~ months of the war. As thé mother country floundered into
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S a mllltary morass in southern.Afrlca the ' gypical recroit"f

_ that responded to the call Tor volunteers was Brltlsh—born;
folder,and.more mature, a soldler. Anglican and more llkely:
to be- married wlth chlldren. - )

Canadlan-born recrults declzned as the romantlc
notions of war were destroyed by Boer vlctorles. The
younger Canadlan Dregoons were domlnated by whlte-collar
employees and students. both groups more likely to be
attracted by the. excitement of war than other occupatlonal

__groupe.zlend‘more_susceptlble to imperial literary
‘propaganda. Obligations seemed to melt away in the face of
adversity, in contrast to rhe commitment of British-born -

< . [

. members of.the“regiment. o S )

1 Quoted in N. Penlington, "Ontario's Contribution to
 the South African War®, ontario History, XLII; %
(1950): 173

2 Miller, “Prellmlnarz Analysis", Soclal Hlsto;x.
November, 1975:
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" has important implicatibns for a study of‘thiS'naturg:'*
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 The foregoing.study of the socio-economic composition
of -the Royal Canadian Dfagoone is exploratory.and'its
conclusions. are. tentative. ‘The analysis is not exhaustive

)/

and a number of areas reguire further development; fors

exanple, distingnishing between farm-ownersland-farmhands

' -Furthermore. the use of the lst Contlngent as a control

group and the assumptlon that nat1v1ty was a crucial factor
may be questioned. Nevertheless the results do permit a

tentative speculation about.recruiting patterns.

-

The South African War is a toplc that offers "

considerable opportunltles for hlstorlcal analysis. The

S -

use of ObJECulVE quantltatlve data can help resolve some

of the methodologlcal problems and hlstorlographlcal

controver51es and might well alter the conventlonal perception’

of the major forces and issues. I have listed'below a .
number of questlons, issues and problems related to Canada s
1nvolvement in the war that should be subJected to

quantltatlve analy51s.

1. Are there general 1awslexola1n1ng why men have volunteered
so readily in times of .conflict? How valld is the old
-adaée 'God Gold Glory and Government" in analysing _
the response of the Canadlans to the apneal Tor ' (

volunteerswfor the South African -War?

# Symbollzlng m1351onary zeal, 'wealth. adventure, and <;\
'‘Queen and. country". )

Wy

\?)



2.

-

-258- ' ..‘_.: ;:.— )

To what degree do thel motives and 1nterests of the

‘volunteers shed 1lght on three closely related

e

hlstorlographlc problems --="the nature of the late -

19th century 1mper1allsm in Canada, the partlclpatlon

‘of Canada in ‘the South Afrmcan War and the cabinet .
_GEClSlon to finance a contlngent of volunteers?

It might be possible to determine to what degree pubhlc

opinion in October, 1899, was shaped by the demagogues
and the media anﬁ to what degree it was the culmination
of forces that had develeﬁed over a long period and
which were brought bubbling to the surface by exterﬁal
catalysts. ‘ |

A comparative prosopography of the offieers within the

Canadian contingents and with othé?ﬁgroups. such as the

 British offigers might reveal interesting information

regarding leadership.

Yarious proposztlons can be tested by relating the
Dragoons to other control groups w1th1n the contlngents
that fought in South Africa. Comparisons can_be drawn
by iso%ating-groups such as the infantry, the aftillery.
thewmpunted men and the South African Censtebulary. The
Canadian nurses might even be used as a female control
group, albeit a emall'group. An interesting gquantitative
analysis could be done on the French-Canadian volunteers.
Further coepariséns can be drawn between the secio-

eeonomic composition of ¢ontingents from Australia and

New Zealand and .the Canadian units. One can extrapolate
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‘ beyond the conflnes of the South Afrlcan.War to conSLder

-

'Canada 'S 1nvolvement in -the Sudan campalgn of 885 and
che two world WARrs. . ‘

.Parallels can be drawn w1th Rlchard Price’ s ploneerlng

- work’ on.Brltlsh.worklng-class dttitudes to the Boer War. -~

" .Whilg'sociél stratification was different in Canada from that

- in Britain,. interesting cdmpafisons can.be made regarding

;rcles;.status and “the aﬁﬁitﬁdes of socio-economic groups  ~
towards the war. - 2
'In the polltlcal sphere, a comparatlve and quantitative -
analy51s using the works of Richard Prlce and Professor A
. Robert Page might establlsh parallels between the troops,
,the “Khakl“ elecmlon ln Brltaln in 1900 and the Canadlan =
general ‘election of the same year. . ' o
Rellglongglayedran 1mportant role in the ldeologlcal
evolutlon in Engllsh-Canada 1n the 1ate 1800's and a
recent publlcatlon** offers an opportunlty to link the
reglonal dlstrlbutlon of the Canadlan troops with the .
geographlcal representatlon of_the.Orange Order across
Canada._?. L -

‘Richard Price, An Imperial War and the British Working
‘Class, (Toronto:- University of Toronto Press 1972).

' Price contends that there was a connection between social

. class, patriotism, employment and volunteering. He
" argues that the British working man was motivated by Jjobs

s

and not by the patriotism and imperialism that inspired
the middle-class .white- collar group.

C.J. Houston and W.J. Smyth, A Historical Geograpﬁy of
the Orange Order in Canada (Toronto: Unlver31ty of
-Toronto Press, 1980)
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MILITIA ORDERS 1901 *

N09

HEAD-Q‘U ARTERS, OTTAWA.
. Friday,-11thk January: >

Thnel < . . i s e . . .
m‘;&:"&_\:ﬁ . 1. The transport * Roslin ‘Castle” arrived at Halifax op the Bib instant, with the

Somth Africa following troops on Loard i—
Ofices. W.0s . 0O Towl
) . * . " and men. ¢
5 S0 30 0 T 1 201 . 209
RCFA Stafl .. i ieiiea s 5 1 7 13
MO BALETF. .. e 4 122 126
“D: B e eeeeeas c e 5 123 128
“E B e eeeeiiaaee e . 5 127 132
L (7.5 10 2 S0 AR 15 1 168 184
- Details, mc]udmg T DUMFES vve sinnenannn 10 - 28 38

‘51 : 3 776 S30
NAMiES ()F OFFIOERS |

ROYAL CA\‘ADIAJ\ DRAGOONS.

Licut.-Colonel F. L. Lestard, (In Command).
Major V. A. S. Williuns. )
«. W.C. Forester.
Surgeon Mujor H. R. Dufl
v cu:nnar\-‘ﬂ wjor W, B. Hall
Capt. C. M. Nelles, (Adjurant.)
v g, H Wrynne, (Quartermaster).

Mr. Best, Representative of Y. M.C.A

The N.C.0s. and men were dischsrged' from further service im South Africa s
hereunder — S o

ROYAL CANADIAN DRAGOONS. ' :
- No. Rank xznd Name. " . P.O. Address, _DD“;? of
‘ ‘ . ischarge.
-~ RSM.....-J.C.Page...oovcnenenn Wmmpcg, Maa.. ... 132101,
1 RQMS.. 3. GrabAM .. e M e e “
- ‘ '35 Far QM. S, .M. E Stewart.......... Niagara Falls, Ont. f e 10=1--01.
53 S.QME.... W. Rhoades. .... ... Toronto ceereeen “
4 SS"‘(I P. F. Daltog..... . .. Wionipeg, Mao ....... . 13--1-—-01.
388 e . Medhurst, oooaen ol Toronto, Ontu.-eeevvnarss 10—1--01.
30" L T. R. Sparks.... ...-.. Winnipeg, Man........ .. 13—1—01.
L 252 S.QMS. .1 WL A Dyer. ..oono-ee “o . e "
.7 Arm. Sergt. (1. Carroll ool e Tom
. 9 Traps. Sergt.. A. 1 Skinner ........ .Teronto, Ont....eouovennn 10--31—01.
53 Sergt. ...... H.Fuller....cnvearv-- : “o . e e
234 " L ..... H Alison.... +.e--.. Wmmpeg, Man...... .. L 13101,
55 % ... G. Hudson- ............. Toronto Ozt.. el 10-21-01
56 Far. Scrgt .C. Harrenden. ... --eue L .
44 Sergt.Sadir. J. F. Dungiog.......... Ottawa, Ont.... ... .ocn. “
. . 151 Sergt........EB L Puordom. . e vnvv--- T i eieeeas “o
307 % .. .....d. Bradner..oo.ooeaoon Brandon, Mnn ... 13101,
§3 " ... ... E.A Steer.. oo Toronto, Ont.. .....‘...10—1—01
30 ¢ ... ...FF Maeate......... Eingston -** ... voeliien b

o35 « . .. .. HC Baldwin.-......'..-.Torqnt.o M e “



No. Tl wed Nane. P.O. Address. : .!"‘.:" o
: - Theharge,
369 Qc.rgt e AR Al Aulisville, Onat. .. ... ... . 10..1 -01.
303 . ... C. deBalinhiargs - .Drandon, Man............ 13.-1.-01.
£16 <« ..., K. F. Markbam......... St John, N\B. ..., e S—1-01.
312 Far. Sergt...C. E. Cope. .. .......... Carberry, Man. ... ..o 13 -1 .-01 '
172 Sc:ﬂ't. ...... P. R I’nce ............ Peterborough, Ont. ........ 10.-1—
176 +v oo EJ. Hollaed., .... :..Ottuwa "o
359 Corpl. P M Whitlow. ... . Wingipeg, .\hn..' ......... 13 -1.=01.
202 » ..M. O'Connell........... Londou Ont............. 10—-1-01.
329 o ..J. D. Herriot.. ....... :Sauris, Mas... ..o e 18101,
174 |« ...B. E. Roche..... ..... Ottaws, Onv.............. 10—-1.-01.
363 - ..T.E Linden,....... .. Winnipeg, Mao........... 13 -1--01.
. 210 = ALS Wiglee, ..ol L.L. Kingaville, Ont........... 10—-1—01,
406 « F . Hubbn.rd C'mmu:, NS ... o....... 8—-1-01.
/P S W. Hodgson............ Toronto, Ont............. 10—1-—01.
. 59 « E Bates.... . .......... M. .. «
18 v« L. W.8.Gold..., ........ Montreal, Que. ..., ...... 9-—-1-01.
323 - v 88.....J. Spencer........... ... Oalk Ln.l.e Man........... 13—1—01.
49 Pre ... ... W. L. Anderson........ Ayr, Oot . ... ..., e 10—-1--01;
LTt . C.H. Anderson......... Toronte, Ont... ......... . "
101« «...C. E Anderson......... . Nt .
223 ', .E. B. Allan. . ..Wiadsor, Ont............ «
230 v .. “W.E Andcﬁon ....... St. Jobg, N.B....... SRR - Ny ol ¢ ) I
381 . ..C.C Allen...... e Wmmpcg. Man........... 13—1--01.
. 302 . .. .. ..A.. F. Arnold.. ... . .Yorktep, NW.T........... “
22 v L .L....E Baldwin..... ...._.Oakhnd Ont....ccooun. .. 10—1-01.
40 L. N. Bowmsn............ Brantfprd % . ... ........ "
=60 M L WoQ Bragg.. L Toron e o
2> oL J. Beonett vevvrn.-St. Catharige's, Ont.. ....... .
62 « ... W, I Butterﬁe]d .. Toronto e "
103 “w.........A. Bouchard........... Quebac, Que. ............. 9—1,401.
L1060« L. S Burpette.... ....%..Toronto, Onot............. 10—-71—=01.
161 + | .W. G. Bishop.......... Montreal, Que.. ... ..... 9—1—01.
166 = . 1L Brown ...... feeeeann Colborne, Ont............ 10-1—01.
298 L. D.E. Doulton.... "..... Russell, Maa.............13—1-—01,
313. « cer «od.J.Brown. ... ..., C]a.rksburg. Ont......... . 10—1.-01.
365 P B.«rton ............... Montreal, Que.. .. .. e 9--1--01
370« .. F Berg....oovnnononn. “ o e
430 =~ ..B. M. Beckwith,....... Halifax. N.S.. ceele.. 8—1--01.
. 18 “ ... ....G. N. Clepdenning ..... St. Catbarine’s, Oat........ 10—1-00. "
64 v ... .. .J Clarke.......... ....Toronto, Ont. ............ &
6 v Ll C. Cooke.. ......_.... L e, o
66 * .. €. W, Cooper.......... D T T TP, N
108 ..., g ..E. Chawbers. ... ...... o e eameaaa “
110« ., .W. Cordingley...... cees Da.v:-vﬂle, Ost... . ... “
183 « . ... v. G. E. A. Collins.. .....Cummings Bridge, Ont. ceen .
186 « ... .... G. Campbell............Gainsbridge- e “
222 o« ..5.Cline....ooiiiiil... Orwell R “
228 0« ... ... TI. E. Campbell:........ Orangeville v “ o
372 o« ..H.P. Cameron.” .Colborne LM Lls.
23 o« LB . Cowgill. ....... -....Toronto Y. e
111 o« .. -...-.T. F. Duguid ......... " oML "
26 ¢ . ....W.Dawson ..... _....Wmmpeo, Man.,........13=1 -0,
270 0w L. L Drummood......... P weoo
288 . . ..., H. S loug]as .......... oo .
298 o« | .. T. Drought. . .. Morris, Man.. . ........... .
385 v ..., Com...,, ... o e Toronte, Onte............. 10—1-.01,
414 0« L F.L Doyle........ ... BToncLon. NB............ 8—1-—01]
271 = . . W. Deag.. .. King's County, N.S........ Com
19« . G. Ennlnnd ........... Ioadon, Ont.............. 10—-1—-01.
274 =~ ... .F.J. Elnhurst... . ...... Winoipeg, Mao........... -13—1-01,
63 ... ... E FitzGerald. ... .. ... Toroato, Oat............. .10--1--01.
272 “ .........J. W, Fiodley........... Winnipeg, Maz. . . ..13—=1--01.
359 v ... J R Fraser........... Lapcaster, Onto:..._...... 10-1—-01.
384 v LT TFowler ... " Montrea), Que.. . ........ . 9-—-1--01.
280 ¢ ..., A Gray..ooene. ..., Wmmpcg, Man....oiol.. 13-.1--01.
9. “85......T. A. Gifford. ......... Torooto, Qot... ....i....M0—1—01
14 A0 .. ..A. Hallete . ........;..St.. C:u.barmcs, Ont. ....... "
15, _.........J. B, Heron.... .. . .Toronto e “
.28 « _L....J.E L. Harper ........ ‘Brockville LM “
70 = ..... J. Hiblit.. .. ..Torepto, Ont..........0 ... %
r. .
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‘ abl

nd Noont D B SR R PPy I j"‘_" “

110 T T RBarbotle .. ... Twaonte, Ont. ..ol L, T02) 20),
116 ." ......... J. W, H-eron M e .

118 ceilow JF Barunaao, .. S ereeneaan ”»

142 Corpl. 85.... A, Benrs. ol . L
2/ Pre. ... A Y. Rood., .. _..... \\mnipeg. Man, ....._... 13--1.-01,
282 LU WOR A Bead ... : e
318 . L. W. J. Bawkine.........Gladstone, Man........ .. u
328 ¢ ......... A. E ‘Bilder.. . .- Wiooipez, Man........... -

381 L.l T Raugen..oo.... ..... Torunto, Ont L ... . ... 10—-1-01.
234 0 oL SECROBEL. L Ll Quebee, Quenn e 81 -01.
. J, B Irvioe........... Winpipes, Mao........... 13101,
220 ~ ........ M. Jones ............. Jandon, Qot......... ~eee 10100,
120 ¢ ... .. .T. Johnson . ........ "~ Toroato, Opt. ... c..ooan.. .
185 v .. . W. A Knisley.... .....Selkirk. Opt.. imeea e maramana “

317 v ... 3 Reiliar. .. 000 Gladstone, Man...........13—1.-01.
292 v L J. Bavan. ......:.... Wisnipegr Mag. ......... ”
218~ -D. Lougheed.. .. ..., .... Montreal] Que.. . ........ 9.-1 01,

7T S WoLlow oLl Torouato, Om. Ceeaainas ]0 —1—-01,
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