
UNIVERSITY D-OTTAWA -- ECOLE DES GRADUES 

TYPES OF PLANS OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 
IN BOHEMIA AND MORA VIA-SILESIA : A 

STUDY IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 

by Georgina (Jir ina) Mizerovsky 

Thesis presented to the Institute 
of Geography of the University of 
Ottawa as par t ia l fulfillment of 
the requi rements for the degree 

of Master of Arts 

Ot tawa^ ©rrtario, 1963 

UNIVERSITY OF O T l f t W W ^ ^ g e H O O I . OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

.Oftaviensis 



UMI Number: EC55790 

INFORMATION TO USERS 

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy 

submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations 

and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper 

alignment can adversely affect reproduction. 

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript 

and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized 

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion. 

® 

UMI 
UMI Microform EC55790 

Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC 
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against 

unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code. 

ProQuest LLC 
789 East Eisenhower Parkway 

P.O. Box 1346 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 



UNIVERSITE D-OTTAWA ~ ECOLE DES GRADUES 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Considerable help has been received in the prepara t ion of this 

t h e s i s . Special acknowledgment and appreciat ion a r e due to D r . Bogdan 

Zaborski , Direc tor of the Institute of Geography, who, as thes is 

d i rec tor , helped in formulating the initial plans for the p ro | ec t and gave 

valuable ass i s t ance and encouragement throughout. 

Thanks a re due to Mr . W. C. Meyer, of the Libra ry of the 

Geographical Branch, Department of Mines and Technical Surveys, for 

his courteous help in making a number of sources available for this 

study. The wr i t e r wishes to thank K. Bencik, M. Bernard and J . Hurda 

who helped with the drafting of m a p s . 

Finally, wholehearted gratitude is extended to my family and 

good friends for their help and encouragement during the writing of this 

study. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D"OTTAWA ~ ECOLE DES GRADUES 

CURRICULUM STUDIORUM 

Georgina (Jif ina) Mizerovsky, (n£e Frantikova) received the 

Bachelor of Ar t s degree from Masaryk University, Brno , Czechoslovakia 

in 1939» majoring in Geography and His tory . In 1945 she successfully 

completed the Second State Examination in Geography and History, 

equivalent to the Master of Arts degree , at the same univers i ty . The 

t i t le of her thes is was Zemepisny nast in Zlinska (A Geographical 

Appreciation of the Dis t r ic t of Zlin). 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D-OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Chapter Pag< 

INTRODUCTION . ix 

I . - METHODICAL APPROACH 1 
1. Area of Study 1 
2 . Importance of the Prob lem and the Significance of the 

Typology of Rural Settlements 2 
3 . History of the Study of the Problem 4 
4 . Aim of the Study 15 
5. Methods and Mater ia l Used 15 

II. - PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE STUDY AREA. . 18 
1. Geological Structure and Geomorphology 18 
2 . Orography 23 
3 . Hydrography 31 
4 . Climate 33 
5. Soil Types 3 6 
6. Vegetation Cover in His tor ica l Development 38 
7. Ethnic History and Migrations in the Study Area 45 
8. German Colonization 51 

III. - ANALYSIS OF THE TYPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS AND 
THEIR DISTRIBUTION IN THE STUDY AREA 57 

1. Basis for the Analysis 57 
2 . Types of Rural Settlements Studied 58 
3 . Cast les and F o r t r e s s Cast les in Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si les ia 100 

IV. - MAPS REPRESENTING THE TYPES AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 104 

1. Maps of Rura l Settlements in Europe 104 
2 . Maps of Rura l Settlements in Czechoslovakia 110 
3 . Map of Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia Showing the 

Distribution of the Types of Rural Sett lements 113 

V. - INFLUENCE OF GEOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIAL FACTORS 
ON THE RURAL SETTLEMENTS 122 

1. Influence of Geographical F a c t o r s on Rura l 
Sett lements 122 

2 . Influence of Social Fac to r s on Rural Sett lements 127 
3 . Growth and Changes of Rura l Sett lements 137 
4 . Urbanization and Industr ial izat ion of Czech Lands 139 
5. Recent Pol i t ical Events and Their Effect on Rural 

Sett lements in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 144 
6. Joint Influence of Geographical and Social Fac to r s 

on Rural Sett lements 148 
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D-OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S v 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 150 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 153 

A B S T R A C T . . . . 158 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA _ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table page 

I. - Percentage of Rainfall according to Season 35 

II. - Representat ion of Coniferous Species in the 
F o r e s t s of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 44 

III. - Representat ion of Deciduous Species in the 
Fo re s t s of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 44 

IV. - Individual Size Groups of Agr icul tura l 
Establ ishments in Czechoslovakia in 1930 . . . . . . . 99 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure page 

1. - Blockflur (pluzina lisekova) 13a 

2 . - Blockgewannflur (pluzina nepravci trafova) . . . . . . . 13b 

3. - Gewannflur (pluzina trafova.) 13c 

4. - Waldhufenflur (pluzina zahumenicova) 13d 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA ~ ECOLE DES GRADUES 

LIST OF MAPS 
following 

Map P a 8 ' 

1. - Map of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia showing 
the Distribution of the Types of Rural 
Settlements . . in pocket 

2 . - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Index Map of 
Area Studied « 17 

3. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Structure -

general ized • 18 

4 . - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Phys ica l Map 23 

5. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Soil Map 36 
6. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Areas of 

P reh i s to r i c Settlements (4-3 Mil . B . C . ) 39 

7. - Bohemia and Mora v ia -Si les ia . Areas of 
Preh i s to r ic Settlements (around 2000 B . C . ) . . . . 39 

8. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Areas of 
Preh i s to r ic Settlements (around 1500 B . C . ) . . . . 39 

9. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Areas of 
P reh i s to r i c Settlements (about 800 B . C . ) 40 

10. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Areas of 
P reh i s to r i c Settlements (about 600-500 B . C . ) . . . 40 

11 . - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Areas 
Settled by Slavs (around 600 A . D . ) 40 

12. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Land Use in 
the Early Middle Ages 41 

13. - Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Areas of Old 
Settlements as recognized by Laznicka . . . . . . 115 

14. - Bohemia and Moravia -S i les ia . Synthetic Map 
of the Types of Rural Sett lements 121 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA ~ ECOLE DES GRADUES 

INTRODUCTION 

As a fixed and localized unit, a set t lement is p r imar i ly a geo­

graphical phenomenon. Consequently, types of se t t lements have an enor­

mous importance in the general evaluation of a cul tural region. Towns, 

vi l lages , hamlets , or isolated f a rms teads , a l l leave a special impr in t 

on any landscape. Cultivated fields of a settled countryside a r e m a r k s 

of systematic human activity reflecting the number , proximity and p e r ­

manence of human es tab l i shments . The la t ter can be divided into two 

main categories - urban and r u r a l se t t l ements . 

This study is concerned with the distr ibution of the types of r u r a l 

set t lements which charac te r ize extensive a r ea s of the cul tural regions 

in Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia , and the neighbouring count r ies . 

Existing Literature concerning the development of set t lement 

types and their distribution in the Czech lands is not ex tens ive . Neither 

were all sources available for this study. Therefore, the r e s e a r c h was 

conducted on the bas is of a detailed, set t lement by set t lement analysis 

of the maps covering the t e r r i t o r y . 

In order to obtain a bet ter understanding of the development of 

ru ra l se t t lements , a brief review of physical cha rac te r i s t i c s and h is tor i 

cal events in Bohemian lands is p resen ted . Special attention is given to 

the complex ethnic his tory of the a rea and to the changes in the na tura l 

vegetation cover in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia , on which the human 

activity and par t icular ly that of the g r a z e r and agr icu l tu ra l i s t made its 

ear ly impres s ion . The text is i l lus t ra ted by severa l maps attached to 

the study. 
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INTRODUCTION x 

A detailed analysis follows of the types of r u r a l se t t lements on 

the t e r r i t o r y of Czech lands and adjacent a r e a s of the neighbouring te r r i -

t o r i e s . The ground plan of the vi l lages , the sys tem of field division and 

the p roce s se s of history a re cons idered . Seventeen var ious types of 

ru ra l set t lements a re distinguished and their regional distr ibution d i s ­

cussed . 

Fur ther , the different maps of r u r a l set t lements in Europe and 

Czechoslovakia a re cr i t ical ly reviewed. Methods and m a t e r i a l s used 

for the map of ru ra l set t lement types in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 

a r e descr ibed (Map 1). Comparison of the distr ibution of r u r a l se t t l e ­

ments with the existing maps of the neighbouring t e r r i t o r i e s is included. 

Finally, this study discusses the re la t ionship between physio­

graphic and human factors and their joint influence on the evolution of 

r u r a l se t t l ements . It also outlines the changes which affected the types 

of vi l lages during the urbanization, industr ial izat ion and land re forms 

in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . 
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CHAPTER I 

METHODICA L APPROACH 

This chapter descr ibes the geographical location of the a rea 

studied, and d iscusses the methodical approach used in analysing the dis­

tribution of the var ious r u r a l set t lement t ypes . The his tory of previous 

r e s e a r c h into the problem is outlined, and a review of the l i t e ra tu re on 

the subject given. Finally, the car tographic ma te r i a l , available for the 

study is descr ibed . 

1. Area of Study. 

Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia , two wes te rn provinces of 

Czechoslovakia, have a long poli t ical h is tory; they a r e often called 

"his tor ic lands", or being a home of the Czechs , the Czech lands . Their 

geographical position in the hear t of Europe and thei r distance from any 

sea always resu l ted in much contact between the Czechs and thei r neigh­

bours . Often, throughout European history, this a rea was the battlegrounc 

between the Germans and the Slavs, even when the typical na tura l bound­

a r i e s counteracted to a cer ta in degree the danger of i ts genera l posi t ion. 

1 By the Act of July 14, 1927, regarding the Organization of 
Poli t ical Administrat ion of Czechoslovakia, the country was divided into 
four provincial a r eas - Bohemia, Moravia-Si les ia , Slovakia, and Sub-
Carpathian Ruthenia. The official names , Province of Bohemia (Zeme 
Ceska.) and Province of Moravia-Si les ia (Zeme Moravskoslezskaj became 
effective as of December 1, 1928. By Decree of December 21 , 1948, the 
Provinces of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia were abolished and replaced 
by 19 adminis t ra t ive units, called "Regions" (Kraje). The a rea of 
Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia is 30, 452 sq . mi les and the population 
approximately 9 mi l l ion . 
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The nucleus of Bohemia since p reh i s to r i c t imes was the fert i le 

plain of the Upper Labe r ive r - Polabf. In this region the possibi l i ty of 

ear ly farming, easy communications, and consequently active t rade , 

were a s se t s to the young s t a t e . Moravia was a t rue m a r c h and frontier 

land between the eas t and wes t as well as between the north and south of 

Europe . The basin of the Morava r ive r links two mos t impor tant lowland 

a r ea s of Europe, the North-European plain and the Middle Danube lands . 

Here occurs the break on the Odra-Morava divide between the older 

Hercynian uplands and younger folded ranges of the Carpa th ians . The 

pass , known as the Moravian Gate, was one of the main migra to ry routes 

of both prehis tory and of ear ly European h is tory . 

Thus, geographical cha rac te r i s t i c s of Bohemia and Moravia-

Silesia favoured the growth and survival of the Slavic s tate , surrounded 

to a g rea t degree by German speaking peoples and the pol i t ical and cu l ­

tura l his tory of this state has been of consequence to the whole of Centra l 

Europe . 

2 . Importance of the P rob lem and the Significance of the Typology 

of Rural Set t lements . 

With the development of genera l foundations of human and economi 

geography, the studies of se t t l ements , whatever type they may be, be ­

came ©f an ex t r eme impor tance . Consequently, in the las t fifty y e a r s 

r e s e a r c h in te res t in problems of the village and of agr icu l tu ra l s t ruc tu re 

inc reased , and r e s e a r c h on r u r a l se t t lements has been extended. The 

studies dealt with var ious problems such as development of the cul tural 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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landscape, the genes is of the vil lages and their field layouts, functional 

types of se t t lements , cultivation methods, ownership re la t ions , p rob lems 

of set t lements in a r e a s deser ted by agr icu l ture , e t c . 

Although conceptions of a ru ra l set t lement differ great ly , its 

definition can be stated as follows: 

F r o m the point ©f view of geography of se t t lements , a 
r u r a l set t lement is a permanent ly or t emporar i ly inhabited 
independent group of r u r a l homesteads , the function of 
which is basically of the same na tu re . Therefore, the 
occupation of i ts inhabitants is most ly uniform and a grea t 
par t of its formative elements is analoguous. In the category 
of ru ra l set t lements belong beside the vil lages a l l sca t te red 
types , i r r espec t ive of their var ious functions.** 

On his tor ic soil of Europe and consequently in Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si lesia , which belongs to regions of long established se t t lements , 

different types of human es tabl ishments can be distinguished. Various 

forms , which a r e the expression of a different stage reached in the cul­

tivation of former natural landscape, here a r e found side by s ide . 

It has to be noted that the different types do not occur singly, but 

in s e r i e s , being dependent on the evolution of the cul tura l landscape, 

function of the set t lement and the prevail ing way of l ife. Pa r t i cu la r ly in 

the past , the numerous daily relat ionships between inhabitants of the 

same region did not pe rmi t different manners of grouping and housing, 

charac te r i s t i c of the prevail ing mode of life. The type of set t lement ones 

established in a region became a dominant one "because of the necess i ty 

2 F . Rikovsky, Zaklady k s£delnimu zem£pisu Cesko-Slovenska, 
Brno, 6eskoslovenska Spolecnost Zemepisna, 1939, p . 42 . 
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3 

which the inhabitants would feel of living together in ha rmony" . Because 

©f this mutual adjustment, the vi l lages appear in s e r i e s and should be 

studied as such. 

3 . History of the Study of the P rob lem. 

The geographical -his tor ica l r e s e a r c h on r u r a l se t t lements has 

been conducted in France and Germany since the second half of the 19th 

century, but on a small scale only. Later the other countries also j,oinec 

them in the r e sea r ch of this problem, which has been mostly done as a 

part of human geography. In the following pages, some of the publica­

tions on r u r a l set t lements will be d iscussed . 

A. Review of Research on Rural Sett lements in Europe - mainly 

in Centra l Europe . 

4 
V- Jacoby, as ear ly as in 1845, was in te res ted in the d is t r ibu­

tion of rundlings along the Slavic-Germanic border in approximately 800 

A . D . A. Mei tzen f s works , especial ly the "Siedlungen "^ offer an 

immense amount of m a t e r i a l in the field of the his tory of set t lements and 

in the economic history as wel l . He divided the types of vi l lages into 

severa l groups, paying attention not only to the ground plan of a v i l lage . 

3 P , Vidal de La Blache, Pr inc ip les of Human Geography, Londoa, 
Constable, 1926, p . 278. 

4 V. Jacoby, Forschungen iiber das Agrarwesen d. 
Altenburgischen Oster landes , Leipzig, 1845. 

5 A, Meitzen, Siedlungen u . Agra rwesen der West - und 
Ostgermanen, der Kelten, Finnen, Romer und Slaven L Ber l in , 1895. 
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but a lso to the layout of the f ie lds . It should be noted that M e i t z e n ' s 

thes i s , concerning the ethnical reasons for the a r i s ing of var ious types 

of vi l lages and pa t te rn of the field divis ions, has not been accepted by 

many au thors . 

R. Gradmann , s approach introduced new methods into the r e ­

search of geography of r u r a l se t t l ements . He establ ished two laws of 

colonization (justified by laborious r e s e a r c h conducted in Wurttemberg]t 

which a r e of fundamental importance for Cent ra l Europe: 

1) F r o m the late Neolith until the Middle Ages the re existed 

two types of t e r r a in s , different from the standpoint of human occupancy: 

a) open a r e a s intensively cultivated and sett led 

b) dense forest , cultivated to a ve ry smal l extent 

with scarce ly any c lear ing. 

2) The relat ion between these two t e r r a i n s has not undergone 

many changes since Neolithic t imes , during the Bronze Age, Halstat t 

and La Tene per iod through the Roman epoch until Medieval t imes , the 

two elements opposing each other rec iproca l ly . 

Because the pr imi t ive population could not and would not c lea r 

the land, the intensive c lear ing and cultivating of the land began f i r s t in 

the Middle Ages, with the improvement of the agr icu l tu ra l technique. 

Afterwards, new types of l a t e r vi l lages quickly developed in the c lea red 

a r e a s . 

6 R. Gradmann, "Die la.ndlich.en Siedlungsformen Wiir t tembergs , • 
Pe te rmanns Geographische Mitteilungen, Vol . 56, 1910, p . 182-186, 
246-249. 
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O. Schlu te r f s extensive studies a r e in a cer ta in sense a comple­

tion of Gradmann*s r e s e a r c h . In his work "Die Siedlungen im nor dostlichen 

Thiiringen" he s t r e s s e s the impor tance of the study of the names of 

se t t l ements . He believes that the endings of names could approximately 

indicate the age of ru ra l se t t l ements . According to his opinion, the 

names which comprise the express ions of "Wald" (forest), such as 

-walde, -waldau, -tann, or "Rodung" (clearing) such as -schwende, -hau, 

- rode , -holz, -schlag, might be of younger or igin . 

The latest work of Schliiter dealt with the changes of landscape 

in Central Europe, from the ear ly Middle Ages up to the 19th century. 

The map (scale 1:1, 500, 000) which accompanies his work is very valuable . 

It shows settled a r e a s of the ear ly Middle Ages, a r e a s of hea ther - lands 

in the ear ly Middle Ages, a r e a s c leared from fores ts before and after 

900 A . D . , extension of the forest at the end of the 19th century, na tu ra l 

pas tu res above the t r ee - l i ne , ice and snow-covered tops of the high moun­

tains , extension of former swamps, swamps at the end of the 19th cen­

tury and the seashore m a r s h e s . 

Q 

H. Mortensen was concerned with the extension of forested and 

settled a r e a s of Balt ic countries from early his tor ic up to the p resen t 

7 O. Schliiter, Die Siedlungen im nordost l ichen Thiiringen, 
Berl in , Constenoble, 1903. 

8 Die Siedlungsraume Mitteleuropas in 
Fruhgeschicht l icher Zeit, Er lauterung zu einer Kar te , Hamburg, 
Atlant ik-Verlag, 1952, 47 p . 

9 H. Mortensen, "Zur F rage d. heutigen u. f ruhgeschicht l icher 
Verteilungung v . Wald u. Siedlungsland i . den Sudostbalt ischen Gebieten ', 
7aitfrhrif+ * <""»«• f- Tri-Hiri™^.. No. 4. 1924. p . 147-151. 
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t imes . He believed that the relief and the divers i ty of the landscape of­

fered many advantages to i ts ear ly s e t t l e r s . 

R. Martiny studied the origin and types of vi l lages in province 

Poznan (Posen) using the h i s to r ica l -car tographic method, and t r ied to 

locate there the oldest r u r a l se t t lements - rundlings and "Langdorfer" . 

He was of the opinion that these vi l lages a r e of Slavic or igin. 

W. Geisler dealt with the forms of r u r a l se t t lements in Lower 

Vistula region, and descr ibed mainly the distr ibution of loose row v i l ­

lages, s t ree t v i l lages , e s t a t e s , mul t i s t r ee t v i l lages , hamlets and sca t ­

tered farmsteads in that a r e a . His opinions about the set t lement p r o c ­

esses in Pomerania , Province Poznan (Posen) and along the Var ta r i ve r 

(which he believed were predominantly influenced by the colonization 

coming from western Germany) have to be taken with r e s e r v e . 
12 

G. Niemeier described the forms and field layouts of ea r ly 

chain vil lages and extension of this type of r u r a l set t lement into Europe . 

13 
He believed that the ea r l i e s t forms of "Waldhufen" originated in 

Westphalia, and that from there they extended during the land clearing 

period in the Middle Ages (8 - 9th century) in the neighbouring t e r r i to r i es 

10 R. Martiny, "Die Formen der landlichen Siedlungen in der 
P rov , Posen" , Zeitschrif t der His t . Gese l l . f. die P r o v . Posen, Vol. 
28, 1913, p . 233??: — — 

11 W. Geis ler , "Probleme der landlichen Siedlungsformen in 
unterem Weichsellande", Vom Deutschen Osten, Wroclaw, M. Marcus , 
1934, p . 161-178. 

12 G. Niemeier , "Friihformen der Waldhufen", Pe te rmanns G. 
Mitteilungen, Vol . 92, No. 3 /4 , 1948, p . 14-27. 

13 Waldhufe * a m e a s u r e of land, c leared from the fores t . 
~~ UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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jf Centra l Europe first , and la ter on further into the Slavic count r ies . 

W. Radig presented a detailed his tor ic p ic ture on the develop­

ment of r u r a l and urban set t lements in Centra l Europe (especially in 

Germany), based on archeological f inds. His opinions about the types of 

t i l lages a r e discussed m o r e fully in Chapter lH ©f this study, 

15 
A. Demangeon gave a detailed descr ipt ion of French farm coun­

try houses and their distribution, classifying r u r a l dwellings not accordin \ 

to their ma te r i a l s or external form, but according to their in ternal plan 

16 
and their agr icul tura l function. Another of Demangeon1 s works dealt 

with the types of vil lages in F r a n c e . He distinguished four main types of 

rura l se t t lements : "les vil lages longs, les vil lages m a s s e s , les v i l lages 

en etoile, les vi l lages d i s p e r s e s " . 

17 P . Vidal de la Blache in his book classif ied and defined the 

principles of human geography and surveyed the distr ibution and types of 

villages in different pa r t s of Europe and of the world, especial ly in 

China and India. He s t r e s sed the point that r u r a l se t t lements developed 

independently of the main communication l ines, being satisfied with a 

rudimentary sys tem of r o a d s . To the contrary, lines of contact of dif­

ferent cl imatic soil zones or c l imatic formations always a t t rac ted the 

14 W. Radig, Die Siedlungstypen in Deutschland u. ihre 
fruhgeschichtlichen Wurzeln, Berl in , Deutsche Bauakademie, 1955, 183 p 

15 A. Demangeon, "L 'habi ta t ion ru ra le en F r a n c e " , Annales de 
Geographie, Vol. 29, No. 161, 1920, p . 352-375. 

16 "Types de peuplement r u r a l en F r a n c e " , Annales 
de Geographie, Vol. 48, No. 271, 1939, p . 1-21. 

17 P . Vidal de la Blache, op. c i t . , p . 271-318. 
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location of r u r a l es tabl i shments , whose inhabitants chose the best and 

most useful combination poss ib le . 
1 Q 

J . Brunhes analysed the influence of geographical factors on 

the set t lements and the i r location. He studied their re la t ionship to sun, 

water , wind and topographical conditions ( t e r r aces , thalwegs, sea coast , 

e tc . ) and the influence of the landscape on the concentration or d i spe r sa l 

of human se t t lements . Never theless , he s t r e s sed the immensely impor ­

tant role of s tr ict ly human fac tors . 
19 A. Blanc was concerned with the origin of the following types 

of ru ra l set t lements in wes te rn Croat ia : 1) The d ispersed se t t lements , 

founded in the 16th century by Vlah (Valaques) and Serbian immig ran t s , 

fleeing from the Bosnia and Lika, occupied by T u r k s . 2) The agglom­

erated vi l lages , especially the types of regular vi l lages, which originated 

in the devastated regions of former Turkish rule, newly colonized during 

the 18th century after the Peace Treaty of Karlovce (1699) and Sistova 

(1791). 
20 

F rom among the Polish authors , the work of B . Zaborski was 

of the utmost importance for this study. Dealing with the types, origin, 

positions and distr ibution of r u r a l se t t lements in Poland and Centra l 

Europe, the author i l lus t ra ted his book with many figures and two 

18 J . Brunhes, Human Geography, London, Har rap , 1952, 256 p 

19 A. Blanc, "Prob lemes d*habitat r u r a l en Croat ie occidentale 
Annales de Geographie, Vol. 62, No. 330, 1953, p . 108-117. 

20 B . Zaborski , Uber Dorfformen in Polen und ihre Verbreitung 
(O ksztat tach wsi w Polsce i ich rozrriieszczejniu), Wroclaw, Osteuropa-
Institut. 1W0, 112 p. 
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valuable m a p s . He emphasized the role of social fac tors , which besides 

the geographical ones were very much responsible for the development 

of the field layouts and types of se t t lement . Frequent re fe rences to his 

work a r e mentioned in this study. 

21 J . Zaborski*s study of nor thern Euras ian dwellings, based on 

a laborious r e sea rch , presented a detailed analys is of the s t ruc tu ra l and 

genetic aspects of these habitations, and their in te r re la t ionship with the 

dwellings of Euras ian northlands and other continents . He also presented 

a map which shows the distribution of house types in nor thern E u r a s i a . 

22 23 

M. Kielczewska-Zaleska and M. Biskup dealt with the develo 

ment and distribution of ru ra l set t lements in Pomorze Gdanskie, and 

these works will be more fully discussed in Chapter IV of this t he s i s . 
24 The latest study of M. Kieiczewska-Zaleska desc r ibes new 

trends in h is tor ica l geography of ru ra l se t t lements , approaching the 

s e t t l emen t ' s population and social and cul tural charac te r as well as the 

cultivated a r e a . Attention was paid to the cultivation methods, ownership 

re la t ions , e t c . 

21 J . Zaborski , Nomad Dwellings of Northern Euras ia and the i r 
Geographical Distribution, unpublished M a s t e r ' s thes is p resen ted to the 
Faculty of Ar ts of the University of Ottawa, Ontario, 1959, 151 p . 

22 M. Kielczewska Zaleska, "O powstaniu i p rzeobrazaniu i 
ksztaltow wsi Pomorza Gdanskiego, " P r a c e Geograficzne, No. 5, 1956, 
p . 9-178. 

23 M. Biskup, "Osady na prawie polskim na Pomorzu Gdanskim 
w p ie rwsze j polowie XV W., " P race Geograficzne, No. 5, 1956, p . 
181.224. 

24 M. Kielczewska Zaleska, "Nowe kierunki studiow geograficzne 
M B t c r y r ^ y r h naH nsar ini r twemwieiskim. "PrzegladGeograf iczny, Vol. 35 
N O . 1 , 1 9 6 3 , p . 3W9>\?1TY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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M. Dobrowolska2^ dealt in her study with the changes of the 

social-economic s t ruc ture of the villages in Les se r Poland. The author 

established that the non-agr icu l tura l occupations and commuting to work 

induced decisive changes in r u r a l L e s s e r Poland. The d i s t r i c t s mainly 

affected a re those close to mining and industr ia l centres} here the o r i g ­

inal function of ru ra l set t lements was often changed into a mining or indus­

t r i a l function. 

B . Review of Li tera ture on Rural Settlements in Czechoslovakia, 

It was in the f i rs t half of the 19th century that the importance of 

a study of r u r a l set t lements as a key to h is tor ica l p roblems , was r ecog­

nized by P . J . Safaffk, author of "Slavic Antiqui t ies" . Even before, 

Czech his tor ians of the 18th century assembled ra ther valuable informa­

tion about the history of set t lement and colonization of the Bohemian 

lands. The studies of F . Palacky a prominent Czech his tor ian, pol i­

tician and philosopher, of the 19th century, which formed the foundation 

27 of the concept of Czech history a r e very valuable . L. N i e d e r l e ' s 

study about the culture and language of early Slavic people is also of 

great impor tance . 

Never the less , it was not until the 20th century, that the Czech 

sc ient is ts , especially geographers , conducted r e s e a r c h of the typology 

25 M. Dobrowolska, "Przemiany s t ruktury spoieczno-
gospodarczej wsi mafopolskiej" Przeg lad Geograficzny, Vol. 31, No. 1, 
1959, p . 3-32. 

26 F . Palacky, Dejiny narodu deskeho y Cechach a na Morave, 
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>f r u r a l se t t lements and their dis tr ibut ion. The f i rs t classif ication of 

28 

he villages in Bohemia was at tempted by J . Pohl , who used as ma te ­

rial for his study the maps of the Stable Cadas t re of 1840, dividing the 

ypes according to their ground plan and pa t te rn of the f ie lds . 

J . Kra.1 distinguished two main forms of r u r a l se t t lements , 

lamely c lus tered and scat tered se t t lements , and believed that by in te r ­

mingling of these basic types the t ransi t ional forms a r e developed. He 

i lso studied the relat ionship occurr ing between the r u r a l se t t lements and 

:he physico-geographical f ac to r s . 

F . Kolacek ' s discussion of the rundlings occurr ing in Moravia, 

ivas of great impor tance . There a r e , however, many d isagreements 

concerning the origin and distr ibution of this type of se t t lement . Kolacek 

for example, believed that they a r e originally Slavic t y p e s . 

" < '31 

F . Rikovsky presented the typology of vil lages in 

Czechoslovakia on the evolutional basis of the se t t l ements . He dist in­

guishes four pr incipal types: 

1) agglomerated village 

2) s t ree t village 

28 J . Pohl, "Typy vesnickych sfdel v 6echach , " Narodopisny 
vestnik Ceskoslovensky, Vol. 27-28, 1934-1936, p . 13, 5UI 

29 J . Kr^l , "Studium venkovskych sidel v deskoslovenske 
republ ice" , Sbornik III sjezdu c s . geografu v Plzni 1935, P raha , 1936. 

30 F . Kolacek, Morayske okrouhlice, Brno , Ceskoslovenska 
Spolecnost Zeme*pisna, 1933. 

3̂1 F . Rikovsky, Zaklady k sfdelnimu zemepisu 6esko-Slovenska 
Brno. Ceskoslovenska Spolecnost Zem^pisna, 1939, 150 p . 
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3) green-vi l lage (village with a square) 

4) row village 

These types he assoc ia tes with the four basic types of the field 

layouts: 

a) Blockflur (pluzina usekova) - Figure 1 

b) Blockgewannflur ( " neprava trafova) - F igure 2 

c) Gewannflur ( " trafova) - F igure 3 

d) Waldhufenflur ( " zahumenicova) - Figure 4 

Rfkovsky made an exhaustive study of al l available French , 

German and Polish l i t e ra ture , dealing with the r u r a l se t t l ements . Never 

theless , his classification is based chiefly on the conclusions of the 

German genetic school (Gradmann, Schliiter), because the German -

especially Eas t -German - types of r u r a l se t t lements a r e very s imi la r 

to those found on the Czechoslovakian t e r r i t o r y . Unfortunately, he does 

not p resen t a map , showing the distr ibution of v i l l ages . 

After 1945 Z. Laznic'ka , a disciple of Rikovsky, continued r e ­

search on r u r a l set t lements in Czechoslovakia. His concepts a re usually 

in agreement with those of Rikovsky*s and, consequently, his typology is 

determined by both the ground plan of the village and by the pa t te rn of 

the f ields. The maps accompanying Lazn icka ' s works , as well as dif­

ferent opinions expressed about the classif ication of r u r a l se t t l ements , 

a re fully d iscussed in Chapters III and IV of this study-

32 Z . Laznicka, Typy venkovskeho osfdlenf na Morave*, Brno, 
Ceskoslovenska Spolecnost Zemepisna, 194b, 57 p . 
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Figure 1. - Blockflur (pluzina lisekova'). 
Ut£chov, hamlet , d i s t r i c t of Brno . 
After F . Rikovsky, p . 60. 
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Figure 2. - Blockgewannflur (pluzina neprava. t r a tova) . 
Urbanec, s t ree t vil lage, d is t r ic t of Dacice. 
After F . Rikovsky, p . 62. 
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Figure 3 . - Gewannflur (pluzina t ra tova) . 
Hnevotm, spindle-type vi l lage, 
d is t r ic t of Olomouc. 
After F . Rikovsky, p . 64. 
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Figure 4. - Waldhufenflur (pluzina zahumenicova). 
Rudoltice, chain village, d is t r ic t of Mesto Libava\ 
After F . Rikovsky, p . 76. 
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Z . Laznic"ka also conducted r e sea rch , dealing with the c lass i f i ­

cation of set t lements from the point of view of slope and morphological 

33 conditions in Czechoslovakia. His study investigated the se t t lements 

of g rea t e r than 5000 inhabitants, which a r e mostly the urban se t t lements 

The alt i tude, orographic situation and the geological subs t ra tum were 

taken into considerat ion. He a r r ived at the following conclusions: 

1) The majori ty of set t lements in Czechoslovakia belong to 

the plain set t lements (gradient 0° to 2°) and mixed 

set t lements (gradient from 2° to 10°). 

2) The g rea te s t number of plain set t lements occurs in 

southwestern Slovakia, because of the large vil lages in 

the Danubian Lowland, in the plains of Polabi and the 

plains of Moravia. 

3) Mixed set t lements occur mainly on the gentle s lopes of 

the Bohemian Massif, where large numbers of se t t l e ­

ments a r e situated on valley s lopes . 

4) Settlements of a pronounced slope-type (abrupt gradient 

10 to 20° and more) a r e s ca rce , because the abrupt 

slopes do not provide enough place for any set t lement to 

be founded. 

33 Z. Laznic'ka, "Pr i spevek k charak te r i s t i ce nasich s idel z 
hlediska jejich sklonovych pomeru a morfograficke polohy, "Sbornik 
Ceskoslovenske Spolecnosti Zeme"pisnei Vol. 67, No. 4, 1962, p . 287-
JUT. 
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Authors M. Blazek and J . Dobersky r ep re sen t the newest 

trends in the geography of set t lements in Czechoslovakia, as far as it 

can be t raced from the sca rce l i t e ra tu re avai lable . The r e s e a r c h on 

urban and r u r a l se t t lements is conducted as par t of economic geography 

and is directed mainly at the building-up and reconstruct ion of the v i l ­

l ages . Their work and approach is d iscussed la ter in Chapter V. 

4. Aim of the Study. 

The aim of the study is to analyse the different types of plans of 

ru ra l set t lements which can be found in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . 

Should this typology be of any value to geography of se t t lements , it mus t 

be accompanied by a map showing the regional distr ibution of the var ious 

types . This map must be generalized, because the pa t tern of r u r a l 

set t lements in Czech lands is very complex; sti l l , the general izat ion 

must be done very carefully, in o rde r not to dis tor t the t rue pic ture of 

the occurrence of var ious types . 

5. Methods and Mater ia l Used. 

The plans of vi l lages, being the product of the gradual develop­

ment of human sett lement, a r e influenced by many fac to r s . Therefore , 

all factors , physiographic or human, which played a role in shaping the 

34 M. Blazek, "Dosidlovani Touzimska", Sbornik Ceskoslovensk e 
Spolecnosti Zemepisne', Vol. 60, No. 4, 1955, p . 264-271. 

35 J . Dobersky, "Ukoly sidelniho zem^pisu ve vystavbe nas i 
nove ve sn i ce" Sbornik Ceskoslovenske Spolec'nosti Zem£pisne, Vol. 57 ; 
1953 l p . 83 867 
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d i f fe ren t t y p e s of s e t t l e m e n t , m u s t be s tud i ed and e v a l u a t e d . The d e v e l ­

o p m e n t of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s in C e n t r a l E u r o p e , and in the p a r t i c u l a r 

a r e a s tud ied , w a s v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d . L a r g e a r e a s , l e s s a c c e s s i b l e , w e r e 

not s e t t l e d unt i l m e d i e v a l t i m e s , w h e r e a s the n e i g h b o u r i n g a r e a s , m o s t l y 

l owlands , had a t t r a c t e d s e t t l e r s for p r e v i o u s m i l l e n i a . The h i s t o r i c a l 

p r o c e s s e s and soc i a l changes of the l a s t c e n t u r i e s a l s o c r e a t e d new t y p e s 

of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s . T h e r e f o r e , the h i s t o r i c a l a p p r o a c h often he lps to 

s ee the p r o b l e m s of the typology of the v i l l a g e s in i t s p r o p e r p e r s p e c t i v e 

As a l r e a d y men t ioned , the l i t e r a t u r e dea l ing wi th the p r o b l e m 

d i s c u s s e d in t h i s s tudy i s s p a r s e . As only s o m e of the e x i s t i n g p u b l i c a ­

t ions on the topic w e r e a v a i l a b l e , the r e s e a r c h w a s done m a i n l y f r o m 

c a r t o g r a p h i c d o c u m e n t s . 

F o r t u n a t e l y the s p e c i a l m a p s , a t a s c a l e of 1:75, 000, c o v e r i n g 

the whole a r e a of study w e r e a v a i l a b l e (Map 2) . T h e s e m a p s a r e r e ­

v i s e d ed i t ions of the old (1:75, 000) b l a c k and whi te h a c h u r e d "Spezia lkar t< 

of the f o r m e r A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n M o n a r c h y , wh ich for a long t i m e have 

been r e g a r d e d a s the m o s t e l a b o r a t e m i l i t a r y m a p s of E u r o p e . On new 

ed i t ions the m a i n r o a d s a r e shown in r e d and f o r e s t e d a r e a s in g r e e n 

37 c o l o u r . Some of the m a p s a t a s c a l e of 1:25, 000 ( T o p o g r a p h i c a l S e c t i o n s ) 

wi th the con tou r i n t e r v a l of e v e r y t en , twenty and h u n d r e d m e t e r s and 

m a n y d e t a i l s , w e r e a l s o a v a i l a b l e for the r e s e a r c h in t h i s t h e s i s (Map 2 ) . 

The c a r t o g r a p h i c m e t h o d enab led the old f o r m s of the s e t t l e m e n t s 

to be d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m the y o u n g e r o n e s , a c c o r d i n g to the f o r m of the 

36 P u b l i s h e d by Vojensky Z e m e p i s n y U s t a v , P r a h a , 1 9 2 2 - 3 7 . 
T7 P u b l i s h e d hy Voienskv Z e m e n i s n v U s t a v . P r a h a . 1 9 2 2 - 3 7 . 
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ground plan of the village and its field pa t tern division, and the side road i , 

charac te r i s t i c of cer ta in types of ru ra l se t t l ements . 
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CHAPTER II 

PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE STUDY AREA 

In order to obtain a fuller understanding of the influence of phys i ­

ographic and social factors on the development of r u r a l se t t lements , a 

brief review of the physical and social conditions in the a r e a of Bohemia 

and Moravia-Si lesia is p resen ted . 

1. Geological Structure and Geo morphology. 

F r o m the geotectonic point of view, the whole t e r r i t o r y of 

Czechoslovakia belongs to two different geological provinces (Map 3). 

The wes te rn half of the s tate , which compr i ses a lmost the whole "Czech 

(Bohemian) Massif" belongs to the Var isc ian (Hercynian) province, 

whereas the eas te rn par t , the West Carpathians , belongs to the Alpine 

sys t em. 

The Czech Massif, a vas t m a s s of crysta l l ine , Algonquian and 

older Paleozoic rocks has the nature of an old peneplain mountain s y s ­

tem, morphologically rejuvenated by the Ter t i a ry block tec ton ics . The 

Western Carpathians* a young orogenic region, show high mountain r e ­

lief. These two main s t ruc tu res a r e separa ted by the Carpathian fore-

deep which, from the genetical and s t ruc tura l point of view, is a link 

between the ea r l i e r Czech Massif s t ruc ture and the young folded Alpine-

Carpathian sy s t em. 

1 The mass i f extends into Poland and Germany in the nor th and 
m o c t , and in tn A u s t r i a i n t h e s o u t h . 
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Within these s t ruc tu ra l units developed old political uni ts . The 

whole t e r r i t o ry of Bohemia belongs to Hercynian Europe . Moravia-

Silesia, the meridional axis of Czechoslovakia, can be regarded as a geo 

logical border land. It includes a pa r t of Bohemian Massif, the 

Carpathian foredeep and par t ly the Carpathian Arc of Alpine Europe . 

A. Czech (Bohemian) Massif. 

The older of the two fundamental units of the geological s t ruc ture 

of Czechoslovakia is a "pla t form" type (kratonic) block, s t ructura l ly and 

genetically very complicated. This horst type block appears as the mosi 

rigid and crustal ly consolidated pa r t of the West-European Hercynian 
3 

platform (St i l le ' s "Meso-Europe") . The last t rue folding of this unit, 

which was preceded by much ea r l i e r foldings, occur red during the 

Hercynian (Variscian) tectogenesis in the Carboniferous per iod . This 

mountain-building period, which marked so strongly the landscape fea­

tures of Czech lands, was followed by peneplanation, which softened and 

lowered the Hercynian mounta ins . 

At the end of the Paleozoic and the beginning of the Mesozoic era. 

when the continent was largely submerged by the sea, peneplaned 

Hercynian ranges were covered by deposits of l imestone and sands tones . 

After the r eg ress ion of the Emscher i an sea (in the Upper-Cre taceous 

2 V. Zoubek et a l . , Tectonic Development of Czechoslovakia, 
P raha , Ustfedni Ustav Geologicky, lS>bl>, p . 7-138. 

3 Idem, ib id . , p . 11 . 
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period), the Czech Massif remained above the sea level of the ocean, ex­

cept for regions adjacent to the just ar is ing Alpine-Carpathian orogeny. 

There was little further folding of the Hercynian Mountains them­

selves (except the Saxonic Upper-Cretaceous folding), but the p r e s s u r e 

of the Alpine-Carpathian orogeny caused the uplift, tilting, faulting and 

breaking of the older mountains of the old fundamental block of Bohemian 

Massif. The old peneplain surface acquired the form of a basin with a 

sharply defined, diamond shaped, r i m . Volcanic remnants and hot 

springs in nor thwestern Bohemia a r e wi tnesses to these Ter t i a ry disturb­

ances . 

Within the Massif there came a second per iod of sedimentation 

after the period of Alpine-Carpathian mountain-building. The f resh­

water sedimentation basins were formed in the depress ions caused by 

the Saxonic folding. These Ter t ia ry deposits in Bohemia include the 

valuable lignite beds of the northwest and also sands and clays of the 

high basins of the south. 

During the Ter t ia ry , the Alpine-Carpathian foredeep was formed 

in the eas t e rn and southeastern per iphery of Czech Massif; i ts Miocene 

mar ine sedimentation (clays, sands and relat ively r a r e conglomerates) 

par t ly r ep resen t the fillings of old morphological depress ions , mainly of 

old r ive r val leys , and tectonic depress ions of a graben c h a r a c t e r . Hana. 

a r ea in Moravia (between Olomouc, Prostejov, P r e r o v and Kromer iz ) 

i s one of the c a s e s . Brno and Znojmo a r e a s , which were connected with 

the foredeep proper , also belong he re . A Miocene t r a n s g r e s s i o n also 

penet ra ted deeper into the Czech Massif, up to Ceska Trebova and the 
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Usti nad Orlici a r e a s . 

The Quaternary also influenced the geological development of the 

Czech Massif. The Nordic glaciation reached only the nor theas te rn m a r • 

gin of the Czech Massif in the north of Bohemia, in the nor theas te rn 

piedmont of the Eas te rn Sudetes Mountains, and in the Moravian Gate 
4 

(Moravska Br^na) . Here the tongues of the Pleis tocene ice sheet c rep t 

farthest south. The local mountain glaciation developed in the Krkonose 

Mountains and on a l e s se r scale in the Sumava Mountains. However, 

during the glacial periods in the whole Czech Massif there was a p e r i -

glacial climate resulting in extensive weathering and solifluction de­

pos i t s . The weathering products cover the g rea tes t p a r t s of the Czech 

Massif, but a re absent in the most exposed mountainous r idges and n a r ­

row, deep va l leys . The loesses , formed from the local ma te r i a l appear 

as thick drifts in the lowlands, in the shadow of the wes te rn and nor th­

wes te rn winds, prevailing at that t ime . A cyclical incision of the r i v e r s 

and aggrading of r iver t e r r a c e s were also produced by the c l imat ic 

changes; the ea r l i e s t Pliocene t e r r a c e s may be t raced along mos t 

s t r eams j the Quaternary t e r r a c e s a r e prevalently well developed. Pea t s , 

distr ibuted in southern Bohemia, Krusne hory (Ore Mountains) and in 

other places a r e mainly of Holocene age . 

The Quaternary reverbera t ions of the Alpine foldings resu l ted in 

antecedent and subsidence p r o c e s s e s . The Labe lowland in cent ra l 

4 Moravian Gate, the pass about ten k i lometers in width, is a 
geological frontier between east and west in mountain building movements, 
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3ohemia sank and the Labe r ive r , piercing through it, acquired the form 

af a canyon. Traces of Quaternary movements a re more abundant in the 

wider a rea of the Moravska Brana (Moravian Gate). 

B . Carpathian P a r t of Moravia-Si les ia . 

Eas te rn Moravia lies within the Alpine sys tem of Centra l Europe; 

although the Morava r iver forms the Czech-Slovak frontier in the ex t r em 

south, farther north the boundary runs through the White Carpathians 

(Bile Karpaty) and the Javorniky Mountains. 

These ou te r ranges of the Carpathian Arc belong to the wes te rn 
5 

par t of a flysh zone which forms the nor thern limb of the genera l 

s t ruc tura l elevation of the West Carpath ians . 

The flysh zone is the resul t of the orogenic movements of the 

post-Paleogene foldings (Savian and early Styrian). During these phases 

the flysh miogeo sync line was repeatedly reduced and par t i a l tectonic 

flysh units originated; they have been pre determinated by the ea r l i e r 

sedimentat ion. The flysh Carpathians were gradually shifted toward the 

nor th-nor thwest on the Miocene of the initiating foredeep and during this 

evolution severa l over thrus ts took p lace . Uniform flysh rocks add li t t le 

to the individualization of each of its m a s s i f s . They a r e charac te r i zed 

5 J . Hromadka, "Orograficke t r ideni Ceskoslovenske republiky" 
Sbornik Ceskoslovenske" Spolecnosti Zeme pi sn^, Vol. 61, No. 4, 1956, 
p . 272-275. 

H. Wanklyn, Czechoslovakia, London, Philip, 1954, p . 40-47 . 

V. Z o u b e k e t a l . , op. c i t . , p . 186-198. 
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jy mass ive beds of hard sandstones on one side and weak rocks on the 

other. 

2 . Orography. 

As a resul t of the complicated geological his tory, the topography 

of Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia (Map 4) i s also very d ive r se . It include;; 

the high per iphera l ranges , undulating plateaus, intermontane basins as 

well as ferti le p la ins . 

A. Bohemia. 

The whole t e r r i to ry of Bohemia belongs to one large orographic 

unit - Bohemian Highlands (Ceska vyso£ina) - a vast m a s s of c rys t a l ­

line, Algonquian and older Paleozoic rocks , which re s i s t ed the Alpine 

folding. The old peneplain was p re se rved there in the form of low and 

slightly undulated highlands. In the east and in the north the peneplain 

was broken into blocks which were affected by ver t i ca l movements and 

a r ranged into block r idges and bas ins . Finally, a huge cen t ra l Bohemiai. 

Basin (6eska panev) was formed through continuous subs idence . It is 

bordered with high mountains on its m a r g i n s . The Bohemian Highlands 

a re divided into severa l s t ruc tura l p a r t s . 

a) Mountain bo rde r . -The r im of the highlands which f rames 

6 V. Haufler, et a l . , Zeme pis Ceskoslovenska, P raha , 
Ceskoslovenska Akademie Ved, 19b0, p . 57-lUb. 

J . Hromadka, op. c i t . ,No . 3/4, 1956, p . 161-180, 265-299. 

H. Wanklyn, op. c i t . , p. 13-49. 
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the Bohemian Basin and reaches in some places a height of over 4000 

feet may be divided into three groups . 

i) The nor thwestern highlands. - Their outer ridge is formed by 

the crystal l ine Krusne" hory (Ore Mountains). The s t ruc ture of these 

block-type mountains (highest elevation 4080 feet) has a cer ta in poli t ical 

and economic significance. The gentle gradient of these ranges to the 

northwest probably helped the German element to penetra te from Saxony 

to Bohemia during the Middle Ages; the s teepness on the inner side of 

the Krusne hory might have prevented to a cer ta in degree the Czech 

settlement movement from the Bohemian Basin to the surrounding upland 

The Kar lovarska vrchovina, which includes Cisarsky les and Tepelske 

vrchy also composed of crystal l ine rocks, forms the inner zone. These 

two zones a r e divided by the rift valley of Ohfe r i ve r . Fu r the r northeast 

s t re tch the Doupovske hory and Ceske stredohor£, resu l t s of the volcanic 

activity of the Ter t ia ry E r a . The whole region is r ich in var ied r e ­

sou rces . In the contact zones between the crystal l ine schis ts and gran­

itic laccoliths s i lver , lead, copper, tungsten and pitchblende a r e found; 

in the a r ea s of former volcanic activity occurs valuable kaolin clay. In 

addition, the depressions of the a r ea a r e r ich in Ter t i a ry lignite and 

minera l sp r ings . 

Between the Stfedohori and the Sudetes ranges lie Ded-inske steny 

and Luzick£ hory - the a r e a of Cretaceous sandstone highland with a 

spectacular scenery - often called "Czech-Saxon Switzerland". The 

erosion of the Labe m a i n s t r e a m is here very evident. 
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ii) The nor theas tern highlands. - The nor theas te rn ranges bor ­

dering the Czech lands a r e the hors t - type mountains (crystal l ine nuclei, 

surrounded by gneiss , s la tes and l imestones) of the Sudets. They include 

Jizerske* hory, KrkonoSe, Gory Sowie (in Polish t e r r i to ry ) , Orlicke hory 

and the Jesenik Mountains. The las t -named lie most ly in the t e r r i t o r y 

of Moravia-Si les ia . The highest peak of these ranges is SnSzka (5, 200 

feet) in Krkonos"e, which also include the headwaters of the Labe r i ve r . 

The middle par t of Sudets, between Krkonose and Orlicke hory i s 

called "Sudetske mez ihor i " . It is much lower than KrkonoSe and consist 

of Carboniferous, Permian , Tr i a s s i c and Cretaceous sediments of v a r i ­

ous r e s i s t ance . Here, denudation of these different s t ruc tu res formed 

typical cues t a s . The picturesque landscapes of Broumovske steny and 

Teplicke" skaly a t t rac t many tour is t s into this region. 

iii) The southern Bohemian highlands. - The Sumava Mountains, 

which form the southwestern frontier of Bohemia, a r e monotonous high­

lands running from northwest to southeast, pa ra l l e l to the sma l l e r 

Bayr i scher Wald, which lies in Germany. The highest point Javor 

(47 88 feet) l ies on the Bavar ian s ide . The uplift and tilting during the 

Ter t i a ry resul ted in the se r i e s of fault-line sca rps , running nor thwest-

southeast on the German side of the state boundary. The sca rp slope is 

on the German (Bavarian) side and the gentle gradients on the Czech one 

This ea s i e r gradient seems to have encouraged and maintained Czech 

set t lements in spite of German immigrat ion from Aust r ia and Bavar ia in 

both medieval and modern t imes . 
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Northwest of the iSumava Mountains lies Cesky les (Bohemian 

Fores t ) of a much l e s se r height. The pass over the Cesky les -

VSerubsky prusmyk - situated in the tectonic depress ion, enabled the 

easy connection between Bohemia and Bavar i a . It was guarded on the 

Czech side by the town of Domazlice, the set t lement a r e a of the Chod 

t r ibe since the early Middle Ages . 

In southern Bohemia the cent ra l Bohemian peneplain s t re tches 

a lmost to the f ront ier . The Novohradske hory (nearly 4000 feet high) 

form the watershed between the Vltava and Danube drainage a r e a s . 

b) Central Bohemia. - The landscape features of the core of 

Bohemia are very varied, being an al ternat ion of plains, bas ins and 

plateaus with an average elevation of 1500 feet. The region is divided 

into severa l s t ruc tura l uni t s . 

i) The Berounka Highlands (Vrchovina Berounky). - This is a 

peneplaned basin of Algonquian and older Paleozoic rocks , differently 

r e s i s t an t . It can be divided as follows: 

1) The Brdy Pla teau . - It is a region of broken relief 

and complicated s t ruc tu re . The r idges of Brdy hills 

(highest elevation of 2840 feet) a re composed of Cambrian 

sandstones and conglomerates , i n t e r spe r sed with patches 

of Silurian schist and Devonian l imestone . They run 

nor theas t -southwest with the symmetry cha rac te r i s t i c of 

"Appalachian" folding. 

2) The Plzen and Kladno Bas ins , which have been 

excavated by upper Berounka r iver and i t s t r ibu ta r ies in 
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soft Carboniferous l imestones and shales . The r ich coal 

deposits caused an enormous economic importance of these 

bas ins . 

3) The Plateau of Centra l Bohemia (Prazska. ploSina), 

composed of ancient Silurian schists and quar tz i tes , covered 

by thin Cretaceous depos i t s . The effect of the r is ing of the 

Bohemian Massif during the Alpine orogeny is marked by the 

gorge of the Vltava r iver , which has cut the plateau in two 

par t s during the renewed work of e ros ion . The cliff banks 

a r e very high and steep; this physical feature provided the 

setting for the early defensive set t lements of the capital 

Praha (Prague), the Vysehrad and the Hradcany. 

ii) The Central Bohemian Highlands (St^edoceska zulova 

vrchovina) . - Located southeast of Brdy and largely composed of granit* 

and gneiss , these uplands (the highest elevation about 2440 feet) form a 

large s t re tch of rugged country between the Luznice and Sazava, t r ibu­

ta r i es of the Vltava r i v e r . 

iii) The Bohemian Chalk Plateau (Ceska kridova. tabule) . - Situ­

ated in the nor theas te rn par t of the Bohemian Basin the plateau is charac 

te r ized by low elevations (up to 1500 feet) and uniformity of rocks -

Cretaceous m a r l s and sands tones . Its monotonous surface is rel ieved 

by the scat tered remnants of Ter t i a ry volcanic activity (Trosky); the 

res i s tan t Cretaceous sandstones of the nor thern marg in of the plateau 

also offered the erosion to form spectacular stone cit ies in Prachovske 

skaly. 
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Important feature of the Bohemian Chalk Plateau is the Plain of 

Polabi, drained by the upper Labe r i v e r . The plain is a tectonic de­

pression, which was further e roded. The immense alluvium and loess 

ieposi ts have made this region a centre of agr icu l tura l activity since pre • 

l i s tor ic t i m e s . 

B. Moravia-Si les ia . 

The t e r r i t o ry of Moravia-Si lesia contains much g rea t e r cont ras t s 

Ln geological s t ruc ture than Bohemia, forming the depress ion between thi; 

Bohemian Massif and the Carpath ians . Never theless , morphological de­

tail is ra ther less intr icate than in Bohemia. 

a) The Moravo-Bohemian Highlands (Ceskomoravska vrchovina) . 

This eas te rn mountainous r i m of the Bohemian Basin forms the boundary 

between Bohemia and Moravia . It reaches the highest elevation in 

Jihlavske and Zdarske" vrchy (up to 2746 feet). The pas se s through the 

highlands a r e frequent and easy; the landscapes, cultivated valleys sepa -

ra ted by forested watersheds , look very much alike on both Bohemian an 1 

Moravian s ide . The highlands a r e composed of granit ic rocks with the 

exception of the Tfebova-Boskovice region in nor thwestern Moravia, 

which contains Cretaceous sandstones . 

The eas te rn pa r t of the Moravo-Bohemian Highlands is Brnenska 

vrchovina (Highlands of Brno), which includes the distinctive k a r s t coun­

t ry (Moravsky Kras) , situated north of Brno . It is a region of Devonian 

l imestone, i n t e r spe r sed with Carboniferous schis ts and part ia l ly covered 

with J u r a s s i c and Miocene deposi ts . 
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All the ka rs t phenomena, the grea t caverns , the spectacular 

Macocha gorge (453 feet deep), the underground s t r e a m s , the sink holes 

and stalact i te and stalagmite formations a r e p resen t h e r e . 

b) Eas t Sudetes (Jeseniky). - Jeseniky a r e crys ta l l ine hors t 

type mountains, broken at places with basins, with a faultline scarp 

facing the nor thern f ront ier . On the Moravian-Si les ian t e r r i t o r y they in­

clude the following units: Kralicky Sneznik, Hruby and Nlzky Jesenlk anc 

Oderske vrchy. Their hills drop in height from northwest to southeast 

from 4890 to 2100 feet. Adjacent to the Oderske vrchy lies the Odra 

Basin, the plain of which (Oderska nizina) is a p a r t of a big Silesian 

plain. 

c) Subcarpathian bas ins . - On the marg in of the Carpathians 

a re situated the Subcarpathian bas ins . There a r e three outer basins on 

the t e r r i to ry of Moravia-Si lesia: 

i) Ostrava Basin (Ostravska panev), 

ii) Upper Morava Basin (Uval Hornomoravsky), 

iii) Dyje-Svratka Basin (Uval Dyjskosvratecky). 

The Morava and Dyje basins a r e composed of Ter t i a ry mar ine 

deposits with a thick and fert i le covering of Quaternary alluvium and 

loess ; they have been settled and cultivated since p reh i s to r ic t i m e s . 

The Ostrava Basin contains the mos t valuable coal beds, laid down in 

the Upper Carboniferous per iod. The basins a r e connected with each 

other by two "gates" , the Moravian and Vyskov Gate . 

The Moravian Gate (Moravska brana) , a tectonic depress ion be­

tween the Ostrava and Upper Morava Basins , forms one of the main 
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na tura l passages in Cent ra l Europe, connecting the North European Plain 

with the Danube Valley. 

F r o m large inner Carpathian Basins, only one belongs to 

Moravia-Si les ia . It is the Lower Morava Basin (Uval Dolnomoravsky) 

the mos t nor thern par t of the Vienna Basin, composed of the mar ine 

sediments of the Miocene epoch, covered by la ter alluvial and aeolian 

deposits ( loess) . 

d) Moravo-Silesian Carpa th ians . - Eas t e rn uplands of Moravia-

Silesia belong to the outer flysh zone of the Carpathians , which resul ted 

from the nappe folding. It r i s e s from the Pavlovske vrchy (1800 feet) in 

southern Moravia toward the nor theast , where it reaches i ts g rea te s t 

height in Babia hora (5660 feet). On the t e r r i t o ry discussed, th ree a r c s 

of the flysh Carpathians may be distinguished: 

i) The outer or Beskydy a r c (Zapadni Beskydy), which 

includes Pavlovske vrchy (composed of J u r a s s i c l imestones) , 

Zdanicky les and Moravsko-Slezske Beskydy, charac te r ized 

by hard sandstones . 

ii) The middle Vizovice- Javorniky a r c , to which belong 

Vizovicke vrchy and Javorniky; they contain s la tes over 

thin layers of sandstones . 

iii) The inner curve of Bile Karpaty (White Carpathians) , 

which is also charac ter ized by hard sands tones . 

It is interest ing to compare the main physiographic units, d i s ­

cussed in previous pa ragraphs , with the h is tor ica l evolution of the popu­

lation in Czechoslovakia. In the Morava-Si les ian syncline the Slavonic 
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state originated in the 9th century. However, i t was soon destroyed by 

the Hungarian nomads . Then in the Bohemian Basin, bordered with 

mountains and dense fores ts , the Czech state and nation began to develop. 

It expanded soon to the eas t and joined the syncline region where the 

t radi t ion of the f irs t vast state still existed. In the basins of the 

Carpathian Mountains in Slovakia, the Slovakian population survived in 

spite of the long lasting Hungarian oppression, and crys ta l l ized into the 

Slovak nation which, in 1918, joined the Czech in the forming of the 

Czechoslovak Republic. 

3. Hydrography. 

The hydrography of Czech lands reflects the position of this r e ­

gion in the hear t of Europe with affinities north and south, eas t and west, 

There a r e three large drainage bas ins , indicating the general slope of 

the land. For the most par t , Bohemia is drained by the r iver Labe 

toward the North Sea; mos t of Moravia is drained by the r ive r Morava 

toward the Danube and the Black Sea; the nor thern or Silesian pa r t of 

the t e r r i t o ry is drained by the r iver Odra toward the Bal t ic . 

The drainage a reas of the Labe and Morava sys tems a r e s e pa ra ­

ted by Ceskomoravska vrchovina; the Moravian Gate forms the divide 

between the headwaters of the Odra and Becva r i v e r s . 

a) The Labe-Vltava r ive r sys t em. - The r iver sys tem of 

Bohemia is very symmet r ica l in appearance . The Vltava and its t r ibu­

ta r i es (Berounka, Luznice, ScLzava) converge on the Labe nor th of Praha 

far ther north, the Labe rece ives the wa te r s of the Ohfe (Eger) r i ve r , 
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which cuts a deep gorge-bed between the two lines of h i l l s . Other 

smal le r t r ibutary s t r e a m s , which drain the hanging valleys of the Ceske 

s t fedohori , plunge into the Labe by means of rapids and water fa l ls . 

Here the Labe cuts through the sandstone highlands of the frontier coun­

try of Upper Lusatia and takes i ts course into Saxony. 

The Upper Labe and Vltava waterways a r e very valuable in the 

economy of the country, forming the southeas ternmost section of a t rade 

route, linking Czechoslovakia with the highly industr ia l ized countr ies of 

the North Sea. 

b) The Morava r iver sys tem. - The main s t r e a m of Moravia 

i s the Morava r ive r , a branch of the Danube. The course of the Morava 

is marked by alluvial deposi ts ; near the point of confluence with the 

Danube, these alluvial plains are increasingly marshy and difficult to 

dra in . This can explain the fact that the lower Morava region has acted 

as an effective separat ive force and the poli t ical frontier through the 

cen tu r i e s . 

The t r ibu ta r ies of Morava, the Hana and Becva r i v e r s , drain the 

very best of farming land in Morava. Fa r the r south, the t r ibu ta r i e s of 

the Morava are the Drevnice and Olsava, swift flowing r i v e r s , coming 

from the Moravian Carpath ians . Close to the Czechoslovak-Austr ian 

frontier, the Morava receives the waters of the Dyje r ive r ; i ts main 

t r ibu ta r i e s a r e Svitava and Svratka, at the confluence of which the 

Moravian capital Brno has grown up. 

c) The Odra r iver sys tem. - The watersheds of the r ive r s 

which flow from Moravia-Si lesia to the Baltic a r e very smal l ; here 
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>elong the Odra r iver and i ts t r ibu ta r ies - Opava, Ostravice and OlSe. 

Since the beginning of this century, indust r ia l i s t s have been in teres ted in 

the waterway t ranspor t on the Odra r i ve r . But the smal l navigable dis­

tance of the Upper Odra on the Czechoslovakian t e r r i t o r y and the l imita­

tion of the size of vesse l s prevented a significant growth of water t r a n s ­

port, in spite of the natura l wealth of this region and its ex t remely well 

developed industry . 

The full exploitation of the Odra waterway was dependent upon the 

construction of the projected Odra-Danube canal (connected with the 

Upper Labe bed), which would compensate the Moravian producers for 

the unsuitability of the Morava r iver for s t r eam navigation. Never the­

less , the high expenses of this immense project and the polit ical events 

of the last thir ty yea r s prevented the plan from being rea l ized . 

4. Cl imate . 

The study a rea , like mos t Hercynian Europe, l ies in the t r ans i -
7 

tional belt between the mar i t ime and continental influences. These 

lands a re affected not only by the Asiatic p r e s s u r e sys tem (high in 

winter and low in summer) , but by the Icelandic low and Azoric high 

p r e s s u r e as well . Therefore, Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia have greate 

7 V. Haufler, op. c i t . , p . 148-163. 

S. van Valkenburg and E. Huntington, Europe, New York, 
J . Wiley, 1935, p . 510. 

H. Wanklyn, op. c i t . , p . 63-92. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D-OTTAWA « ECOLE DES GRADUES 

PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 34 

ex t remes of heat in summer and cold in winter than Western Europe , bul 

considerably less seasonal ranges of t empera tu re than Russ ia . The rain­

fall distr ibution shows the influence of the ra in-bear ing wes te r ly winds, 

but the summer maximum is charac te r i s t i c of Centra l Europe . 

However, the influence of topography in Czech lands is more no­

ticeable than that of the genera l posit ion. Conditions of t empera tu re , 

rainfall and wind depend very much on relief and altitude and vary largely 

between one locality and another . 

The most important relief feature influencing cl imate is the 

mountainous r i m of the Bohemian Pla teau . Cold and charac te r ized by 

heavy rainfall , it acts as a cl imatic b a r r i e r to humid winds from the 

Atlantic Ocean. F rom central Bohemia eastward, the continental type of 

c l imate with hot summers and cold winters becomes m o r e distinct, a l ­

though not e x t r e m e . Praha has the January average t empera tu re of 30° 

F . , a July average of 67° F . , and a comparat ively low rainfall of 20 

inches . Brno has a January average t empera tu re of 27 .3 F.» and a July 

average of 66° F . ; but the rainfall is slightly higher, due to the wet 

winds blowing from the Adriatic Sea in October; it amounts to 22 inches . 

The precipitat ion in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia is well d i s ­

tr ibuted and most of it occurs during the spring and summer months 

(Table l ) . 8 

There is a curious lack of corre la t ion between the rainfall and 
q 

r ive r r eg imes of the a r ea under study. The months of maximum 

8 H. Wanklyn, op. c i t . , p . 90. 

9 V. H'aufler, et a l . , op. c i t . , p. 187. 
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TABLE 1 . -

Percentage of Rainfall according to Season. 

Region Station Winter Spring Summer Autumn 

W. Bohemia Cheb 

C. " Praha 

S. " C. Budejovice 

C. Moravia Brno 

E . " Novy J icin 

19% 

13 

13 

15 

13 

22% 

27 

25 

25 

23 

37% 

38 

39 

39 

42 

22% 

22 

23 

21 

22 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D-OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 36 

rainfall in s u m m e r a r e followed by low water levels of the r i v e r s in late 

summer ; this is due to the very high evaporation ra te of summer monthsi 

which is inc reased by the g rea t extent of impermeable rocks in Bohemia 

and Moravia-Si les ia . Therefore , the waterways benefit very little from 

the summer rainfall max ima . 

The high water levels in the middle and lower courses of r i v e r s 

occur in March, when the accumulated snowfall of the winter months 

(which a r e the months of lowest precipitat ion) m e l t s . 

The resul t of these conditions is a marked inconstancy of water 

l eve l s . In ear ly spring occasional d i sas t rous floods occur , caused by 

choking of r i ve r beds with ice blocks; in late summer the high rainfall 

summer s to rms somet imes cause flooding. These have been recorded 

in Upper Labe, Ohfe and Odra r i v e r s . 

5. Soil Types . 

The existing soil types of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia (Map 5) 

a r e the resu l t of the physiographic var ie ty as well as of cl imatic and 

biological f ac to r s . On the studied t e r r i t o r y exis ts a roughly concentric 

zoning of soil types with one core in lowland Bohemia and another in low 

land Moravia . 

10 V. Haufler, et a l . , op . c i t . , p . 195-201. 

__ et a l . , op . c i t . , p . 150-151. 

H. Wanklyn, op. c i t . , p . 93-96. 
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To the south and west of Labe in Bohemia and in cen t ra l Moravia 

are the a r e a s of extremely ferti le chernozems formed on loess ; they are 

charac te r ized by an accumulation of plant ma te r i a l , a high content of 

nutrient m ine ra l s and a granular s t ruc tu re . 

The chernozems a r e r immed by a very i r r e g u l a r belt of brown 

forest soi ls , which in Bohemia and Moravia extend up the r i v e r va l leys , 

penetrat ing the belt of podzols in long tongues . The relat ively high 

amount of organic and nutr ient ma t t e r (the leaching was not too severe) , 

their loamy texture and good drainage conditions make the brown forest 

soils highly product ive. 

Large a r e a s of Bohemia, the per iphery of Moravia and the 

g r e a t e r p a r t of Silesia a r e covered by podzolic so i l s . The deciduous 

forest cover, associa ted with their formation, i s maintained in many 

a r e a s of the t e r r i t o r y under d iscuss ion. Although the clay accumulation 

is heavy and the acidity of these soils i s quite high, podzols a r e st i l l 

fairly productive when carefully managed and proper ly fer t i l ized . 

The higher pa r t s of the bordering highlands in Bohemia a r e cov­

e red by the poor mountain soils with patches of peat bog; they also occu:• 

on the main ridges of Ceskomoravskd vrchovina and in the Carpath ians , 

which par t ly form the boundary between Moravia-Si les ia and Slovakia. 

In this fundamental pa t te rn of soils zoning, there a r e a lso certair 

i r r e g u l a r i t i e s . The most important is the distr ibution of alluvium, in the 

val leys of Labe, Morava, Dyje and Upper Odra r i v e r s . Although the 

alluvial s t r ips a re smal l in extent, they a r e of g rea t economic va lue . 

In the lowlands of cent ra l Bohemia and Moravia there a lso occur patches 
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of " rendz ina" or humo-carbonate soi ls , in which the influence of parent 

ma te r i a l , soft l imestone, is c lear ly evident. 

6. Vegetation Cover in His tor ical Development. 

The study of vegetation cover and its h is tor ica l development is of 

ex t reme importance for human geography. The cha rac t e r of the original 

vegetation shows an interest ing relat ionship with human activity at many 

s t ages . Migrations of people, se t t lements , farming pos sibi l i t ies , com­

munications and t rade a r e in close connection with the nature of plant 

cover in every t e r r i to ry , consequently a lso in Bohemia and Moravia-

Si lesia . On this plant cover man worked for mil lenia, somet imes de­

stroying, somet imes renewing, but general ly always al ter ing the or ig i ­

nal landscape. 

a) P reh i s to r i c and early historic t i m e s . - Ear ly Paleoli thic 

and Mesolithic man, who has left abundant evidence of his life as a 

hunter of mammoths on the a rea of studied t e r r i t o ry , had only little in­

fluence on the development of the natural vegetation cover . Tundra and 

p ine-b i rch fores t s , in la ter t imes oak fores ts mixed with hazel t r e e s , 

offered excellent hunting grounds. 

11 K. Cermak, et a l . , Lesnicky a myslivecky a t l a s , P raha , 
Ustredni Sprava Geodesie a Kartografie, 1955, p . 37-38, Map 61 . 

G. W. Hoffmann, A Geography of Europe, including Asiat ic 
U . S . S . R . , New York, Ronald P r e s s , 19bl, p . «2-««. 

F . Rfkovsky, Zaklady k sfdelnfmu zemepisu Cesko_Slovenska, 
Brno, Ceskoslovenska Spolecnost Zemfipisna, 1939, p . 5 5 - b l . 

H." Wanklyn, op^_cit., p. 93-118. 
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F i r s t the Neolithic man, whose cul ture was based on agr icu l ture 

and pas to ra l husbandry, played an active p a r t in fashioning the lowlands 

and steppe regions from the or iginal woodlands. Archaeological finds 

prove that in the Neolithic Age (4-3 mil lenium B . C . ) , which falls within 

the late Atlantic and sub-Borea l cl imatic phases , l a rge a r e a s of the 

studied t e r r i t o r y w e r e sett led and cultivated by people with "Volute" 

ce ramics (Map 6); they likely came to these lands from the Danubian 

Basin. Litt le fores ted a r e a s of "cul tural steppe", with fer t i le soi ls , 

were suitable for pr imit ive agr icul ture and p a s t o r a l i s m . The grasslands 

and fields of the cultivated steppe were bordered by mixed fores t with 

predominant oak and spa r se pine t r e e s . The pe r iphera l regions w e r e 

covered with mixed fores ts of oak, elm, linden and some sp ruce . 

The boundaries of the settled a r e a in the late Neolith, around 

2000 B . C . , did not change considerably (Map 7), even when new m i g r a ­

tory groups, mainly pas to ra l i s t s penetra ted into the inner bas ins of 

Bohemia and Moravia . Never the less , the vegetation cover underwent 

ce r t a in changes . The spreading of the beech, especial ly in the p e r i ­

phera l regions of the t e r r i t o ry became very extensive during the beginnLr % 

of the sub-Borea l cl imatic per iod . 

In the Bronze Age, around 1500 B . C . , (Map 8), the a r e a set t led 

by agr icu l tura l and pas to ra l population in Bohemia extended considerably 

toward the south and southwest. There lived people with "mohylova." 

cul ture (mound bur ia l grounds), mainly p a s t o r a l i s t s ; therefore , l e s s 

fert i le soils and cooler regions w e r e m o r e suitable for t h e m . Wide­

spread pas to ra l i sm meant thinning of forest , mainly by use of f i re ; the 
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huge flocks and herds of grazing animals also influenced direct ly the de­

velopment of fores t cover . The mixed forests of oak and a lder with spo­

radic pine t r e e s were challenged by the extension of beech forest , i n t e r ­

mixed with fir and spruce in the a reas of lower elevat ions; in the high 

elevated pe r iphera l regions the spruce became predominant . 

In the Iron Age (1000-500 B . C . ) settled a r ea s extended fur ther . 

Influence of the early agr icu l tu ra l i s t s from centra l Bohemia on the g raz ­

e r s of southern and southwestern Bohemia was evident (Map 9)5 here , 

the a r e a s used formerly as grazing grounds were slowly turned into 

f ie lds . This gradual evolution of the land use meant new impetus on the 

forested a r e a s . Mixed beech and fir forests became predominant in the 

a r ea of studied t e r r i t o ry ; spruce occurred only in highest elevat ions, 

whereas the oak fores t s , mixed with the beech, fir and pine fringed only 

the a r ea s of the cultivated steppe. 

In the t imes of La Tene period (around 600-500 B . C . ) when the 

studied t e r r i t o r y was occupied mainly by Celts, the consumption of 

woods, needed for construction of Celtic "oppida" (centers of ear ly trade 

and mining) was increas ing . This e ra falls in the beginning of sub-

Atlantic cl imate period, marked by cold and mois t conditions. Map 10 

shows spreading of cultivated steppe, surrounded by mixed forest , in 

which beech was predominant . 

In the sixth century A. D. (Map 11) the se t t lement of Bohemian 

lands by Slavic population was completed, which meant further extension 

of cultivated s teppe. Never theless , large a r e a s were st i l l not settled, 

but covered with dense mixed fores t . In higher elevations beech and fir 
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were predominant , whereas in lowlands the plant cover consis ted mainly 
12 

of oak, beech, pine and a lder . Map 12, constructed after O. Schluter, 

shows the extension of swamps and heathlands during the ear ly Middle 

Ages, in addition to f o r e s t s . 

The reconstruct ion of natural vegetation regions in Bohemian 

13 lands leads to the following conclusions: 

1) The original vegetation cover in the a r ea of old set t lements 

was formed by oak forest and cultural steppe, which a t t r ac ted the ear ly 

migra to ry groups, pr imit ive f a r m e r s and p a s t o r a l i s t s . The oak fores ts 

were suitable for grazing, not offering too much shadow and therefore 

enabling the development of g r a s s cover . The extensive a r e a s of low­

lands in Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia offered to the ear ly se t t l e r s enoug i 

space for pr imi t ive agr icu l ture and grazing throughout the p reh i s to r i c 

and ear ly his tor ic t i m e s . 

2) The na tura l vegetation of the remaining region of Czech 

lands, the a r ea of so called young set t lements , consisted of mixed beech 

fores t , which predominated over spruce . These were not touched very 

much by human activity until the late Middle Ages . 

b) Medieval t i m e s . - Although the tendency of population in 

Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia to clear the fores t land for grazing, f a r m ­

ing or housing purposes was evident during the p reh i s to r ic and ear ly 

12 O. Schluter, Die Siedlungsraume Mitteleuropas in 
fruhgeschichtl icher Zeit, Hamburg, Atlantik Verlag, 1952, Scale 
1:1,400, 000. 

13 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 34. 
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his tor ic t imes , its peak was not reached until the late Middle Ages . The 

rec lamat ion of land from fores ts or marsh - l and was encouraged by the 

church as well as by the ruling pr inces and kings. Deciduous woodlands 

suffered the most , because the regions which were favourable for this 

kind of vegetation cover were also highly suitable for farming. 

Finally the landowners recognized the importance of fores t cover 

and the danger of the too vigorous clear ing opera t ions . Extensive l eg i s ­

lation during the reign of Charles IV of Luxemburg in the 14th century 

t r i ed to r e s t r i c t and regulate the clearing of Czech fo r e s t s . 

During the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) the fores ts of Bohemia 

and Moravia-Si les ia suffered severely again. F o r e s t legislation became 

ineffective, woods were c leared without planning or burnt by the a r m i e s , 

engaged in the great religious w a r s . 

c) Modern t i m e s . - In the 18th century the conservat ion of 

forest lands, held by secular and ecc les ias t ica l owners, followed. The 

Schwarzenberg family, for example, managed the Sumava fores ts ve ry 

efficiently. The centra l government in Vienna recognized the immense 

economic importance of Czech woodlands and supervised themanagemen 

of fores t p roper t i e s very carefully. Superfluous exploitation of the t i m ­

ber r e sou rce s was severely punished. 

The indust r ia l revolution of the 19th century brought special 

attention to the forests of Czech lands; consequently, the fores t manage-

14 ment of these countr ies underwent marked changes . The species , 

14 H. Wanklyn, op. c i t . , p . 104. 
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which were of g r e a t e r economic importance, such as Norway spruce and 

the Scotch pine, became predominant species in the Bohemian highlands 

and southern Moravia . Other imported conifers and new deciduous spe ­

cies (the Amer ican wabut^ the Lombardy poplar and the Amer ican red 

oak) were introduced and proved to be highly prof i table . 

Tables II and III show the percentages of the different kinds of 
15 

t imber in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia in the y e a r s 1920 and 1954. 

The high proport ion of coniferous forest* developed for indus t r ia l p u r ­

poses , is r e m a r k a b l e . 

F o r e s t s in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia at the p resen t t ime 

cover an a r ea of approximately 23,140 sq. k i lometres (8930 sq . mi les ) , 
16 

which is roughly 2 9 . 3 % of the total a r e a . The upper l imit of the t r e e 

growth l ies between 4300 feet and 4600 feet, in both the Hercynian and 

Alpine highlands; it is higher on the inner than on the outer slopes of 

mountainous ranges surrounding Bohemia. The average alti tudinal 

l imit for cultivation i s 2460 feet. This figure is a lso considerably highe: 

than the one for the farming boundary on the outer slopes of the Sumava, 

Krusne hory and Krkonose Mountains. 

Above the forest zone there is a meadow flora vegetation, where 

17 the following plants a r e predominant : anemones (narc i ss i - f lo ra ) , 

monkshood (aconitum napellus), oxslip (primula e la tor) , l a rkspur 

15 K. Cermak, et a l . , op . c i t . , p . 4 3 . 

16 Idem, ib id . , p . 42 . 

17 H. Wanklyn, op. , c i t . , p . 96-97 . 
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TABLE II . -

Representat ion of Coniferous Species 
Fo re s t s of Bohemia and Moravia-Si] 

Species 1920 
% 

spruce 53 .3 

fir 7 .0 

pine 22. 9 

larch 1.4 

other coniferous 

coniferous total 84. 6 

TABLE III. -

in the 
.esia. 

1954 
% 

61.0 

2 . 7 

20.0 

1.5 

0.1 

85.3 

Representation of Deciduous Species in the 
Fores t s of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . 

Species 1920 
% 

oak 3.7 

beech 4 .2 

a lder , a s h - t r e e , e lm 

other deciduous 7 .5 

deciduous total 15.4 

1954 
% 

4 . 4 

5 . 3 

3.7 

3.7 

14.7 

44 
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(delphinium ajacis) , this t le (conopordon acanthum) ammoniac plant 

(dorema ammomiacum), and foxglove (digitalis pu rpurea ) . 

The high moor s vegetation zone contains the dwarf b i rch 

and knee pine (pinus unciniata), the calluna heaths, the c ranber ry , 

whor t leber ry (vaccinium), cotton g r a s s (er iphorum vaginatum), 

saxifrages, hawkweeds (hieraceae) , bent g r a s s and sphagnum m o s s . 

An at tempt was made in previous pa ragraphs to show the 

h is tor ica l development of the g rea t fo res t zone in Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si lesia , which played an impor tant role in the history of 

set t lement and economic and polit ical life of this t e r r i t o r y . 

7. Ethnic History and Migrations in the Study A r e a . 

The ethnic basis of Czech people i s highly complex, being 

the resu l t of interact ion of a number @f d iverse peoples and cul tura l in-

1 8 

f luences. It is known that Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia with the 

fert i le loess soils rank as a region of high a t t ract ion for the ear ly in­

habitants and that the feature of Moravian Gate was one of the main m i ­

gra tory routes of early European history and p r eh i s t o ry . 

a) P reh i s to r i c mig ra t ions . - The archaeological finds at 

Dolnf Vestonice near Mikulov in southern Moravia and famous a r c h a e ­

ological remains at Predmostf near P fe rov in cen t ra l Moravia have 

18 K. Germak, et a l . , op. c i t . , p . 37-38 . 

V. Haufler, et a l , , op. c i t . , p . 222-225. 

R, J . Kerner , et a l . , Czechoslovakia, Berkeley, Universi ty of 
California P r e s s . 1949, p . 3-10. 
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revealed se t t lements of ear ly Palaeol i thic man, who lived the re about 

25, 000 yea r s ago . At the end of Wurm glaciation a slowly evolving, 

food gathering, economy reached i ts cl imax in a communal hunting cul­

ture of considerable achievements and grea t ethnic complexity. The 

ear ly hunters dwelled in caves and lived largely on flesh of mammoth , 

bison, antelope, cave bear and re indeer , which they killed by shots 

from the bow or by the spea r . Outstanding archaeological and geologi-

19 

cal investigations at Vestonice revealed the m a t e r i a l s used for m a k ­

ing tools , the bone industry, dyes, hangings from mollusc shel ls , an i ­

m a l teeth and stones, mus ica l ins t ruments , sculptures ©f baked clay, 

the symbol of woman from mammoth tusk (Venus of Vestonice), e t c . 

The Mesolithic people (about 8000 - 4000 B . C . ) of the t e r r i t o r y 

under discussion presumably sti l l lived on hunting, fishing and food 

collecting, ignorant of agr icul ture and meta l s and without domest icated 

animals except the dog. 

It was not until the Neolithic t imes (4-3 mi l lenium B . C . ) that 

the f i r s t agr icu l tura l i s t s with the Danubian culture set t led in Bohemian 

and Moravian fertile lowlands, absorbing the Mesoli thic cu l tu re . They 

brought a semi-nomadic hoe-farming technique, grew bar ley and oa t s , 

r a i sed sheep and pigs, built vi l lages of pit dwellings, made brown or 

grey pottery, decorated with incised meander ing ribbons or pr icked 

lines (Volute c e r amic s ) . This group of peasants c a r r i e d the i r typical 

19 B. Klima, "Dolni Vestonice" Bulletin, Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences, i s sue of March 1963, p . 9 -10 . 
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20 
Danubian culture nor theastward, via the Moravian Gate into Poland. 

The late Neolithic invaders , who came into the t e r r i t o r y of 

Moravia and Bohemia around 2000 B . C . from Upper Odra and Saale 

r iver bas ins , were semi-nomadic t r ibes , whose or iginal cradle was 

north of Caucasus . They introduced wheat, large herds of cat t le , use 

of new tools and new crafts (Corded-ware culture = siiurova ke ramika) . 

There was another invasion of semi-nomadic t r ibes in the Neolithic 

t imes , which.seemed to be of g rea te r impor tance . They were the Bell-

Beaker people (keramika zvonovych poharu) t r a d e r s and a r c h e r s , whost 

cradle was likely the Iberian peninsula or the adjacent North African 

coas t . They remained for a long per iod of t ime a s an independent 

group in Czech lands, side by side with the old agr icu l tura l i s t s e t t l e r s 

and the people with Corded-ware cu l tu re . 

Out of this ethnic complexity, the Unetice Bronze Age culture 

developed in Bohemia and Moravia around 1800 B . C . , inspi red by an 

indirect N e a r - E a s t e r n influence and by the Bohemian tin an4 copper re­

sources of the KruSne hory (Ore Mountains). This cul ture reached i ts 

peak around 1500 B . C . when the f irs t stage of ethnic development of 

Czech lands was completed. It is marked by use of pins with p ierced 

heads, t r iangular daggers , celts of bronze, and mining operat ions and 

t rade al l over Central Europe . Saxo-Thuringia and Silesia were a lso 

20 R. J . Kerner , et a l . , Poland, Berkeley, Universi ty of 
California P r e s s , 1947, p . 16. 

21 This culture is somet imes called "Aunjeti tz" after the 
German vers ion of Unetice (near P r a h a ) . However, the local populatio I 
neve r uses this fo rm. ^ 
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included in the Unetice culture, mainly because of the f lour ishingambei 

t r a d e . It was during the Bronze Age that new invaders , mainly pas to ­

r a l i s t s with mound buria l culture (mohylovei kultura) , came to Bohemia 

from Upper Rhein and Danube bas ins . Coming from wet ter and cooler 

reg ions , they chiefly occupied the higher elevated regions of southern 

and southwestern Bohemia. Toward the end of the second mil lenium 

the new culture centered in Lusat ia , developed between the Labe (Elbe) 

and Wisia (Vistula) r i v e r s . It is marked by the new r i te of c remat ion , 

large urnfields and probably pr imit ive scratch-plough agr icu l tu ra l 

technique. P r e s e r v e d remnants from the cremat ion bur ia ls in nor th­

wes te rn Bohemia indicate that these people spread into that a r e a . This 

new element, which came into regions previously densely settled, 

mixed with the original population more easily than the people with 

mound bur ia l culture (south and southwestern Bohemia), who came into 

the a r e a s sett led only very spa r se ly . 

In the early Iron Age (1000 - 600 B . C . ) , when the knowledge of 

the working of i ron had penetrated from Near East into the Danubian 

Basin, the agr icu l tura l expansion in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia was 

evident. The peasant se t t l e r s of this ear ly Halstatt per iod, who lived 

in permanent vil lages gradually were absorbing the semi-nomadic 

p a s t o r a l i s t s . 

During the La Tene cul tura l period (around 600-500 B . C . ) , the 

mound bur ia l culture of the southern pa r t of the d iscussed t e r r i t o r y 

was reinforced by the expansion of his tor ic Celtic t r ibes (Boii and 

Cotini)* who extended from Bavaria into the study a r e a . The 
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consolidation of different ethnic e lements followed and important eco­

nomic changes took p lace . Iron was used for elaborate brooches , bel t-

p la tes , p loughshares and Celtic long swords . The Celts built fortified 

"oppida", centers of vivid t rade and commerc ia l expansion. 

The name of Bohemia (Boiohaemia), originated in this Celtic 

period, being given to the land by the Roman h i s to r ians ; i t was derivec 

from Boii, a Celtic t r ibe that occupied the southern p a r t of t oday ' s 

Bohemia. 

b) Ear ly historic mig ra t ions . - In the las t century before 

Chr is t , Celtic Boii, under heavy p r e s s u r e of Germanic t r i be s , moved 

a c r o s s the mountainous border and soon disappeared from his tory . By 

the beginning of Christ ian era , Bohemia, Moravia-Si les ia and wes t e rn 

Slovakia were occupied by Germanic Marcomanni and Quadi, against 

whom Empero r Marcus Aurel ius lead severa l difficult w a r s . Their 

at tacks on the nor theas te rn Roman frontier can be explained by the 

p r e s s u r e of Slavic t r ibes from north and eas t . Slavic set t lement , whic L 

in Bohemian and Moravo-Silesian basins sporadically s ta r ted after 500 

B . C . , became more pronounced after the victorious campaign of Romans 

against the Marcomanni in 169 A . D . 

c) Slavic se t t lement . - There a re few wri t ten r eco rds on the 

ear ly migrat ions of Slavs into Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . This 

Slavic invasion s tar ted the third phase of ethnic evolution in this t e r r i ­

tory; it was the most important one, because it culminated in r e a l i z a ­

tion of a poli t ical and linguistic unit. 
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It may be assumed that the Slavic set t lement of the a r e a s of 

cultivated steppe (Map 11) in the t e r r i t o r y studied was completed during 

22 

the f i rs t half of the 6th century A. D. The Czechs and re la ted Slavic 

t r i b e s , who came into these countries were agr icu l tu ra l i s t s , and a l ­

though thei r farming techniques were of a rudimentary type, they were 

very tenacious t i l l e r s of the soi l . 

The peace in Czech lands did not las t long. As ear ly as in the 

sixt ies of the 6th century, these lands were invaded and for a t ime con­

quered by the nomadic Avars from the southeast . Their rule was so 

ha r sh as to a rouse the Slavic population to revol t . Led by a Frankish 

merchant Samo, the Slavic t r ibes freed themselves from the Avar rule 

and chose Samo for their r u l e r . This ear ly poli t ical unit of Western 

Slavs, the exact boundaries of which a re difficult to define, fell apar t 

soon after Samo*s death in 659 A . D . In the same century the at tacks 

of new invaders , the Germans , s ta r ted . The his tory of the Czechs 

and Slovaks has been, in fact, an ever las t ing struggle against invaders 

the Germans on the west , northwest and southwest; the Avars and la te r 

Magyars on the southeast . 

The Czechoslovak element manifested itself f i r s t in the his tory 

in the 9th century in the Moravian Empi re (Rile Velkomoravska) which 

broke up after the death of Svatopluk (894 A . D . ) into i ts component 

p a r t s . The wes te rn par t , including Bohemia, Moravia and Si lesia , 

22 The name Czech is derived, according to an old t radi t ion, 
from the leader (Praotec Cech) of the main Slavic t r ibe , who brought 
them during the dawn of history to the hear t of the land. 
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formed one poli t ical unit - state of the Crown of St. Wenceslaus, a lso 

called the lands of the Bohemian Crown. In 907 A . D . the ea s t e rn par t , 

Slovakia, came under Magyar rule which lasted, with shor t i n t e r rup ­

tions in the 11th and 15th century, until 1918. 

The wes te rn state lived i ts own independent life under the kings 

of the Premys l ide , Luxembourg and Jagel lon dynasties within the Holy 

Roman E m p i r e . In 1526 the Czechs accepted by free election the 

Habsburgs as Bohemian kings and joined the other t e r r i t o r i e s of the 

Habsburgs in a dynastic ensemble of this reigning family. In 1620 after 

the battle of the White Mountain, Bohemian lands lost the i r poli t ical 

independence, which was renewed in 1918, when the Czechoslovak 

Republic was establ ished. 

8. German Colonization. 

Since the 8th century the Carolingian r u l e r s exer ted pe r s i s t en t 

and vigorous at tacks against the Slavic se t t lement of Europe, which ex­

tended from the Baltic to the Adriat ic Sea. Char les the Great es tab­

lished seve ra l buffer t e r r i t o r i e s against the Slavs; these r ep resen ted 

the mi l i t a ry zones, settled by Slavic people, into which the Germanic 

element had only begun to pene t ra te . The Ost -Mark (later Aust r ia ) 

and the marches of Styria and Carinthia were the frontier t e r r i t o r i e s 

in the south; the Bohemian Fores t and the Saale and Elbe r i v e r s define 1 

approximately the mi l i t a ry boundary far ther nor th . 

Along this frontier were founded many fortified trading pos ts 

(such as Regensburg, Hallstadt, Magdeburg, Hamburg e tc . ) which 
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charac te r ized the beginning of German colonization in Slavic lands eas t 

of the Rhein. Never theless , it was not until the late Middle Ages and 

la ter , that German colonization permanent ly extended eas tward - to the 

Balt ic , to the Bohemian lands, to and even beyond the Middle Danube. 

This advance of the German element, f i r s t init iated by Char les 

the Great and renewed later , was largely organized and st imulated by 

kings, lay and ecc les ias t ica l l o rds . They des i red to exploit cheap land 

forested mountains, m a r s h lands and sandy heath because the pr ice of 

land in the a r e a s , settled many centuries ago, had great ly inc reased 

due to the growing population and t rade act ivi ty. As a resu l t of this 

colonization large forest a r eas were cleared, more effective agr icu l ­

tu re introduced, and new villages and towns were founded. Although 

the German immigran ts brought economic p r o g r e s s into the colonized 

t e r r i t o r i e s , thei r penetrat ion was bi t ter ly resen ted by the Slavic popu­

lation, because they also t r ied to impose their language and nationality 

on the Slavic people (for example in Mecklenburg, Pommeran ia and 

Lusat ia) . 

a) German colonization in Czech lands during the medieval 

t i m e s . - The Bohemian Kingdom was not protected enough by surrounc 

ing wooded mountains from the German infiltration in the la ter Middle 

Ages . Never the less , these frontier highlands and fores ts helped to 

distinguish the Czech a r e a s of set t lement from the regions colonized 

by G e r m a n s . The cul tura l and linguistic distinction of both groups 

pe r s i s t ed and the Czech population of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 

largely escaped Germanizat ion. 
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The immigra t ion of Germans into these t e r r i t o r i e s s ta r ted in 

the 12th century, when the best farming land had a l ready been densely 

and prosperous ly settled by the Czech people. Their r u r a l se t t lements 

were most ly of the nucleated type. By the collective effort of the se t ­

t l e r s , the vil lages were to a very large extent self-sufficient uni t s . 

They were surrounded by arable fields and fallow land. Because the 

medieval agr icu l tu ra l i s t s were unaware of c o r r e c t rotat ion of crops anc 

of the sufficient fert i l ization of land, they had to use the p rac t ice of 

fallow field. The arable fields were divided into blocks ("dseky") whict 

again were subdivided into smal l p a r c e l s . The pas tu re s were not p a r ­

celled up into separate individual holdings, but shared by the v i l lagers 

in common. The main crops of the Czech agr icu l tu ra l i s t s were cereals 

(rye, wheat, barley and oats) and also some indust r ia l plants like hemp 

and flax. 

Among the German incomers who came into Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si les ia in the late Middle Ages, the following groups can be 
23 

distinguished: the Middle Bavar ians and Aus t r ians , who sett led in 

southern Bohemia and around Jihlava in Ceskomoravska vrchovina; the 

North Bavar ians and East Franconians , who penetra ted into nor th­

wes te rn and nor thern Bohemia; the Upper Saxons, whose main s t rong­

hold was the Ohre valley; and, Silesian Germans , whose se t t lement 

s t re tched from the Jesenik to the Beskyd Mountains. 

23 W. Kra l le r t , et a l . , Atlas zur Geschichte der Deutschen 
Ostsiedlung, Monographien zur Weltgeschichte, Vol. 4, Bielefeld, 
Velhagen & Klasing, 1958, p . 10. 
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The German se t t le rs c leared the deciduous fores ts of the fringes 

of Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia , founded new vil lages and also became 

assoc ia ted with the origin and development of var ious forms ot town 

life. They also built and organized many mining and manufacturing 

cen t res in the per iphera l a reas of the t e r r i t o r y under d i scuss ion . 

The new types of vi l lages , which developed during their colo­

nization, had the "Hufen" situated directly behind the fa rmstead of eact 

24 respect ive f a rmer . This "Waldhufe" became the a rab le land as far 

as it was c leared from the forest by i ts owner. The former obligation 

of a l l v i l lagers to ca r ry on joint sowing, tilling, harvest ing, e t c . , of 

their fields ("Flurzwang"), which was a necessi ty in the old open-field 

system, was loosened as was the form of the ground plan of the new 

se t t lements - chain and row vi l lages . 

In the a r ea of old set t lements in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 

the names indicating clearing of the forest such a s Polom, Paseky, 

Poruba, SvStla, Roubanfn, a r e found only occasional ly. To the contra­

ry, in the per iphera l t e r r i t o r y the names with German endings, which 

show the connection with the forest c learing (-hain, -hau, -holz, - rode a 

-wald) a r e very frequent. Rikovsky s t r e s s e s the fact that the names 

of the vil lages could not be regarded as a rel iable source for the outline 

of the a r e a s of young and old se t t l ements . Numerous vi l lages in the 

24 W. Radig, Die Siedlungstypen in Deutschland u. ih re 
fruhgeschichtlichen Wurzeln, Berl in, Deutsche Bauakademie, 1955, 
p . 93-96. 

25 F . Rikovsky^ op. c i t . , p . 37. 
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regions , c leared from fores ts in the Middle Ages, c a r r y pat ronymic 

names with the ending - ice (-ici), and local names with the ending -ov, 

- in , which a r e cha rac t e r i s t i c of the a r e a s sett led by Slavic people 

since p reh i s to r i c t i m e s . It can be assumed that many new se t t lements 

have been apparently named after the old types . 

b) German immigrat ion after the Religious W a r s . - At the be­

ginning of the 15th century the core of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia , 

densely and prosperous ly sett led by Czechs , was surrounded by Germa:i 

se t t lements on the fringes of the Czech t e r r i t o r y . The Hussite Wars in 

the f i r s t half of the 15th century resul ted in a noticeable withdrawal of 

the German element in Czech lands . 

In the 17th century, after the Thirty Years War, the German 

posit ion was reinforced by new immigrat ion from the south. This wave 

of German newcomers was different from the agr icu l tura l , mining, 

t rading and manufacturing colonists of the medieval t i m e s ; i t was 

formed by a small , but privileged group of Catholic German a r i s t o c r a ­

cy and Bavar ian peasan t s , who mostly sett led in southern Bohemia. A 

las t smal l German immigrat ion was recorded in the late 18th century, 

when the Raab*s experimental vi l lages w e r e es tabl ished in the Upper 

Elbe Bas in . 

A discussion of a l l the economic and poli t ical consequences, 

resul t ing from the German colonization of Czech lands, would go beyonl 

26 These have the analogous meaning as German names with 
the ending -ingen, - h e i m . 
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the l imits of this study. Never the less , i ts influence on the development 

of new types of r u r a l se t t lements on the t e r r i t o ry of Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si les ia has to be recognized. 
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CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS OF THE TYPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 

AND THEIR DISTRIBUTION IN THE STUDY AREA 

The village plans a r e products of the gradual evolution of human 

se t t lement . Their form is influenced by many fac tors , the presence 

and influence of which va r i e s greatly in different a r e a s . Consequently, 

the types of vil lages a re not uniform and the views of many geographers , 

e thnographers and his tor ians , dealing with the problems of ru ra l se t t le ­

ments , differ considerably. 

1. Basis for the Analys is . 

The problem of what bas is should be used for distinguishing the 

typology of the vil lages is a ve ry important one. Rikovsky and 
2 

Laznidka classify the r u r a l habitations by their ground plan and pat­

t e rn of field division and consider the la t ter of p r i m a r y impor tance . 

This method could not be followed in this study as cadas t ra l maps were 

not avai lable . Even if they could have been obtained, it would not have 

been an ent i re ly sat isfactory method of classifying the types of v i l l ages . 

Many ru ra l set t lements of var ious origin and of different age can be 

accompanied by the same type of field division. 

1 F . Rikovsky, ZcLklady k sidelnlmu zemepisu Cesko-
Slovenska, Brno, Ceskoslovenska Spolecnost Zemepisna, 1939, p . 55-
oT. 

2 Z. L£zni£ka, Typy venkovskeho osfdleni na Morave, Brno, 
Ceskoslovenska Spolecnost Zemepisna, 1946, p . 54. 
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3 
Therefore, the typology of v i l lages , as recognized by Zaborski 

was accepted, and the survey was done from the point of view of the geo­

met r i ca l -gene t i c method, which pays attention to the following fac tors : 

a) the ground plan of the village 

b) the sys tem of the side roads 

c) the division of the land (as much as it can be 

done from maps of scale 1:75, 000 and 1:25, 000) 

d) the p roce s se s of the history of the se t t l ement . 

2 . Types of Rural Sett lements Studied. 

Taking all above-mentioned factors into considerat ion, the types 

of vi l lages which occur in the a rea of our study were divided into four 

g roups . 

Group I includes: 

A Round Village 
2 

A Rundling 

B Spindle-type Village 

C Street Village 

D 1 Mult is t reet Village 
2 

D Loose Mult is t reet Village 

E Fork and Ladder- type Village 

The vil lages of this group belong to the types of old se t t lements , 

3 B . Zaborski , Uber Dorfformen in Polen und ihre Verbrei tung 
(O ksztal tach wsi w Polsce i ich rozmieszczeniu) , Wroclaw, Osteuropa-
Institut,' 193U, p . J b - 4 0 . 
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which originated before 1200 A . D . , p r ior to the German colonization. 

These types have prevalently a concentrated ground plan, with a pa t tern 

of the fields, where the land belonging to the single homesteads was 
4 

usually divided into severa l p lots , which were repeatedly parce l led . 

Group II includes: 

F Chain Village 
2 

F Chain Village less typical 
3 

F Chain Village developed 

G Row Village loosely built 

H Regular Village 

Rural set t lements included in this group have predominantly a 

loose or d ispersed ground plan, except for that of the regular vi l lage. 

The houses a re placed mainly along one s t r e e t . P a t t e r n of the fields is 

represen ted by the typical "Streifenflur" and "Waldhufenflur"; crosswise 

from the s t ree t , along which the buildings a r e situated, long, single 

pieces of land a r e spreading. The delimitation between them is often 

represen ted by the charac te r i s t i c , pa ra l l e l side r o a d s . The occur rence 

of this group is mostly found in the a rea of young se t t lements , which 

originated after 1200 A . D . 

Group III includes: 

I Hamlet 

J Street Hamlet 

K Hamlet with a square 

4 Z. Laznicka, op. c i t . , p . 56. 
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The hamlets which also belong to the so-cal led young se t t lements 

a r e charac te r ized by the smal l size and the i r r e g u l a r pa t t e rn of the 

f ields. The roads connecting the hamlets a r e usually winding roads . 

Group IV includes: 

L Scattered F a r m s t e a d s 

N Es ta tes 

Scattered fa rmsteads , forming independent agr icu l tu ra l units, 

a r e found most ly in mountainous t e r r a in , which often influenced the i r 

d i spers ion . Es ta tes a re found in the a r e a s of young and old se t t lements 

as wel l . Their development was great ly influenced by the poli t ical and 

economic evolution of Czech lands . 

In the following paragraphs the cha rac te r i s t i c s of the se t t lements 

of each group a r e d iscussed m o r e fully, different opinions of other 

authors about thei r origin a r e presented, and their distr ibution on the 

t e r r i t o r y of Bohemia, Moravia-Si lesia and adjacent p a r t s of the neigh­

bouring t e r r i t o r i e s is descr ibed . 

A. Rural Settlements of Group I . 

Since the middle of the 19th century many his tor ians and geogra­

phers have undertaken a laborious r e s e a r c h about the origin and distribu­

tion of se t t lements , belonging to this group. 

a) Rundling (= okrouhlice a okolnica = Kreisdorf m Hufeisendorf m 

Ringdorf). - Rundling is usually a sma l l vi l lage, the houses of w h i c h a r e 

placed in the form of a m o r e or less regular c i rc le or horseshoe around 

a marke t place or pond. Rundlings were a kind of smal l f o r t r e s s e s , 
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somet imes surrounded by a wall and a moat; originally they had only one 

entrance, which was protected by a gate . The function of a marke t place 

could be explained by economic and defensive mot ives . All cattle were 

gathered overnight on the village green and the gate was c losed. The 

pat tern of the fields, belonging to this type, was such that the land was 

divided into severa l p lots , radiating from the village, which were further 

divided into smal le r or la rger na r row p a r c e l s . 

Different opinions concerning the origin of rundl ings . - Although 

all set t lement geographers agree on the cha rac te r i s t i c s of the ground 

plan of the rundlings, opinions concerning the origin of this type a r e not 
5 

uniform. The German author V. Jacoby was the f i rs t one to descr ibe 

them as a typical Slavic form. A. Meitzen agreed with him. In his 

opinion the Western Slavs, being the se t t le rs of a r e a s , exposed to many 

Germanic at tacks, had to find a type of vil lage which would be able to 
7 

serve the defensive purposes . Another German author, O. Schluter 

was of a different opinion. He believed that rundlings a r e vi l lages of 

German or igin . In his concept, the vil lages with a square (green vi l ­

lages) which were the original set t lements of German people, a r e older 

than the rundl ings. When these vi l lages changed the square form of 

their ground plan into a rounded form, the rundlings or iginated. 

5 V. Jacoby, Forschungen (iber das Agrarwesen d. 
Altenburgischen Oster landes , Leipzig 1^45. 

6 A. Meitzen, Urkunden Schles ischer Dorfer, Vol. 4, Codex 
diplomaticus Silesiae, 1863, p . 19-23. 

7 O. Schluter, Die Siedlungen im nor dostl ichen Thuringen, 
Berlin, Constenoble, 1903. 
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According to R. Mielke the rundling is a p reh is to r ic form of vil lage, 

which originally occur red in the plains of Germany, Scandinavia and 

Jutland, then spread further, with the migrat ion of Germanic t r ibes 

:oward the south and eas t . He gives two other reasons to support his 

apinion: 

1. only a small amount of rundlings have Slavic names ; 

2 . division of the land is very often of the "Gewanneanteilung" 

form. (Gewannflur * champs asso l^s * open field * 

pluzina tratova) 

B . Zaborski brings the following facts against this concept: 

ad 1. ) it is not historical ly verified that the German names 

of vil lages were their original names ; 

ad 2. ) the "Gewannedivision" of the fields, which many 

German authors claim to be typically Germanic , is 

found in many old vil lages of undoubtedly Slavic 

origin. Therefore, it is nothing exceptional if this 

form is found by rundlings. 
10 

W. Radig used the name of "Rundweiler" for rundlings and 

believes that only the Rundweilers of a very smal l extent, with a typical 

"Blockflur", may be of Slavic origin. He s t r e s s e s the difference betwee I 

8 R. Mielke, "Die Herkunft des Runddorfes", Zeitschrif t fur 
Ethnologie, Vol. 52, 1920/2, p . 273, 302. 

9 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . , p . 43 . 

10 W. Radig, Die Siedlungstypen in Deutschland u. ihre 
fruhgeschichtlichen WUrzeln, Berl in, Deutsche Bauakademie, 1955, 
p. 93-96. 
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the small rundling and large round vi l lage, which he cal ls "Rundplatzdorf . 

He considers the round village to be a t ransi t ional type, which might hav! 

developed from the smal l rundling, but places it in the group of younger 

set t lements of the 12-13th century. 

11 
F . Rikovsky has some objections about the pure Slavic origin 

of the rundlings. He admits the wide occurrence of rundlings east of 

Limes Sorabicus (Slavic-Germanic boundary around 800 A . D . ); that 

would confirm the use of this type of r u r a l set t lement by Slavic people. 

The division of the fields by these rundlings was the typical Slavic 

"Blockflur". However, he does not consider it to be rel iable proof, 

stating that the "Blockflur" was also a typical fie Id-division west of the 

Limes Sorabicus before the acceptance of the Frankish "Gewannflur" 

(open-field) division. Rundlings could also have developed there , by a 

combination of the "Blockflur" and a typical "Platzdorf" of the F r a n k s . 

His opinion concerning the function of the ground plan of the 

rundlings is in teres t ing . He s t r e s s e s its economic importance over the 

12 » 

defensive function. Z. Laznicka agrees with Rikovsky, placing m o r e 

importance on the division of fields than on any other factor . He refuses 

to recognize the Slavic origin of the rundlings. 

Rundlings in Bohemian Lands . - Many se t t lements with a rounded 

ground plan a r e found in the study a r e a . Although some of them a r e 

typical examples of the rundlings, in some cases , however, it was 

11 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 81-89. 

12 Z . Laznicka, op. c i t . , p . 2 1 . 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

TYPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 64 

difficult to distinguish them from the round v i l lages . They occur not 

only in the a r e a s where the Czech element intermingled with the German 

element, b u t a l s o i n regions where the German colonization never reached; 

and in the plains as well as in the hilly country. Their names a re Czechs 

but in the a r ea s c loser to the wes te rn boundary of Czechoslovakia the 

maps also present German names, used in the period of the former 

Austro-Hungarian rule a s , for example, Zadub (Hohendorf), Martinov 

(Martnau) Pistov (Pistau) Malkov (Molgau), e tc . 

The la rges t accumulation of this type occurs between Marianske" 

Lazne (Marienbad) and Plzen. Other regions, not as la rge , but p r e s e n t ­

ing the same typical examples, a re found in southern Bohemia in the 

a rea of prevalently old set t lements , near the following c i t i e s : Susiee, 

Tabor, Pisek, Vodnany, Cesky Krumlov, Pracha t ice , Ceske Budejovice, 

and Vys£i Brod. There a re also some rundlings in cent ra l Bohemia 

around Rakovnik and Roudnice, in wes te rn Bohemia near Zatec, and a 

la rger region between Teplice and Ustl N. Labem. In ea s t e rn Bohemia 

between the vil lages of groups L II and III, there a r e two regions of 

rundlings near Ceska Lipa and Mnichovo Hradisfe . In Moravia there 

a re only a few typical examples of rundlings in the vicinity of Jihlava, 

Tisnov and Boskovice. We would like to s t r e s s that i t was not always 

possible to clearly distinguish the rundlings from round vi l lages, e spe ­

cially when the his tor ical ma te r i a l was not avai lable . 

b) Round Vil lage. - This type is of a l a rge r size than the 

rundling and is very often situated around a pond, swampy ground or a 

meander of a r i v e r . These villages originated ra ther from the des i re to 
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capitalize economically on the border of two different physiographical 

emits and not on the s t ra tegic value of the ground plan. Therefore insteat . 

of one typical entrance, the village has seve ra l . 

Sometimes typical round vil lages a r e found in an a r ea of young 

13 
se t t lements , with the hides broadening radialwise from the houses to 

14 the boundary of the cadas t ra l a r e a . Zaborski c lassif ies them as " r o u n l 

15 

row v i l l ages" (Runde Reihendorfer) . Laznicka names these se t t l e ­

ments " fores t -green v i l l ages" and r ega rds them as a t rans i t ional type to 

the row v i l l ages . Villages of this type in the thes is a rea a r e remarkably 

well developed in the par t s of Ceskomoravska and DrahanskcL vrchovina . 

They have been classified as a t ransi t ion between the round village and 

row vi l lage . 

However, there a re also a r ea s of typical round v i l lages , which 

tie into the region of old set t lements around Benesov and Vlasim(south-

eas t of Praha) , near Tfebon, Prachat ice and Jindfichuv Hradec in 

southern Bohemia and in southern Moravia, west of Moravske Budejovice. 

Here the decision was not easi ly reached, because some of the vi l lages 

could be classified as hamlets with a square , some as spindle-type 

v i l l ages . 

13 Hide (his t . ) m m e a s u r e of land, as much as would support one 
free family. 

14 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . , p . 4 1 . 

15 Z . Laznicka, op. c i t . , p . 20 . 
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J . Brunhes p resen t s interest ing ae r i a l photographs of round 

vil lages in Bohemia a s examples of "villages in a c lear ing" , with houses 

a r ranged around a cent ra l meadow, and agr icu l tura l lots radiating arouix . 

One of them, the village F le i s she im near Vyssi Brod, in southern 

Bohemia, was classified on sheet 4552 as a round vil lage, but is includec. 

on Map 1 in the region of rundlings. Schonborn, the other village men­

tioned by Brunhes, was found on the sheet 4354; it has the Czech name 

of Nova. Ves and is included on Map 1 in a smal l region of round vi l lages 

near Jindfichuv Hradec in southern Bohemia. 

c) Spindle-type village (= Angerdorf = owalnica = yf etenovka). -

This name identifies a village of a spindle.form with two convex s t r ee t s , 

the lengths of which differ great ly . A village green (naves •=• Anger), 

which in ea r l i e r t imes served as a cat t leyard as well as a market ing and 

meeting place, provides space for a pond, church, school or other public 

buildings, constructed l a te r . Sometimes a c reek flows through the 

centre of the vil lage; usually, a l l roads converge towards the village 

green . Spindle-type vil lages a re often situated in bas ins , but a re a lso 

found on plains and on fairly elevated p l aces . It would seem, therefore , 

that they a re not dependent upon geographical factors , but form a t r a n s i ­

tion between the rundling and s t ree t village types . 

17 Zaborski supports this opinion by pointing to the distr ibution 

of this type between the regions of rundlings and s t r ee t vi l lages in Polanc . 

16 J . Brunhes , Human Geography, London, Har rap , 1952, 
Plate XXL F ig . 61, 62. 

17 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . , p. 45-48 . j 
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He includes the spindle-type village into the group of old se t t lement . On 

18 

the other hand, Radig places this type in the group of younger se t t l e ­

ments , developed in the 13th and 14th centur ies as a t rans i t ional form 

between the village with round shaped village green and the s t ree t vil lage 

type. Rikovsky mentions the spindle-type only superficially and in­

cludes it in the group of green vil lages (vsi navesni) . He s t r e s s e s the 

fact that the shape of the village green underwent many changes during 

its evolution, and that often the village could finally at tain the charac te r 

of the mul t i s t ree t vi l lage. 

? n Laznicka does not seem to evaluate the significance of this 

type. He includes the spindle-type vil lages in the group of "navesni 

silnicovky" (»Strassenangerdorf m village with an elongated square), and 

s tates that in the group of "navesnich si lnicovek" a r e placed also villages 

with a spindle-type village green - the so-cal led "ovalnice, vretenovky", 

and vil lages with the elongated, nar row, t r iangular marke t p lace . These 

two var iants frequently occur in Czech lands as well as in Slovakia. 

Division of the land is in ei ther the open-field type or its var iant the 

"Gelangeflur", where the fields, divided in the long, para l le l s t r ipes a r e 

adjacent to the respect ive fa rms tead . Some objections could be ra i sed 

against the concepts of Rikovsky and Laznicka. The spindle-type village 

18 W. Radig, op. c i t . , p . 97. 

19 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 8 1 . 

20 Z. Laznicka, "Typy venkovskeho osidleni v Ceskoslovensku", 
Acta Academiae Scientiarum Cechoslovenicae Bas is Brunens i s , Vol. 28, 
No. 3, 1956, p . 109. ~ 
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is a distinctive type and should be t rea ted separa te ly . It is t rue, however, 

that in many cases the form of a village green is not perfectly oval and 

r e sembles a t r iangle or a long, nar row rectangle , a fact which causes 

cer ta in difficulties in classif ication. Never the less , the r u r a l se t t le ­

ments , classified in the study a rea as type B, prevalent ly show al l the 

cha rac te r i s t i c s of the spindle-type v i l lage . 

The spindle-type village occurs very frequently in the t e r r i t o r y 

under d iscuss ion. There a r e considerably large a r e a s in wes te rn and 

southwestern Bohemia from Marianske Lazne up to Domazl ice . Here 

this type borders on regions of rundlings and mul t i s t ree t vi l lages to the 

east , and on hamlets and row vil lages to the wes t . In cent ra l Bohemia 

there a re large a reas around Mllnik and Rakovnik, mainly bordering on 

the regions, which include other types of group I . Smaller a r ea s of the 

spindle-type village a r e a lso found near Blatna and Vla s im . 

The larges t , compact region s t re tches from Ceske Budejovice, 

through Ceskomoravska. vrchovina up to Moravske Budejovice. ( The vil­

lages around T^ebon showing ponds in the middle of the village green 

a r e typical) . This large a rea of spindle-type vil lages s t re tches beyond 

the boundary of Czechoslovakia into Austr ia , south of the r ive r Thaya 

(Dyje). It is bordered on the eas te rn side by an extensive region of 

s t ree t v i l lages . The spindle-type also occurs in Moravske Slovacko 

near Uhersky Brod and Hustopece and in Slovakia around Piesfany. 

d) Street village (Strassendorf m Silnicni ves x ulicowka). - The 

s t ree t village i s charac ter ized by buildings massed together on both sides 

of a s t ree t , road, or r ive r , usually 1/2 - 2 km long. The s t r ee t may be 
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s t r a i g h t o r w ind ing . The dens i ty of the h o u s e s d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h i s type 

f r o m o t h e r t y p e s of s t r e e t v i l l a g e s , which a r e of a l a t e r o r i g i n , such a s 

cha in v i l l a g e s and row v i l l a g e s . 

The d iv i s ion of the f ie lds by the s t r e e t v i l l a g e s m a y be of the 

" G e w a n n f l u r " t ype , found e s p e c i a l l y in Sou the rn M o r a v i a and Slovakia , 

but " B l o c k g e w a n n f l u r " and even " B l o c k f l u r " d iv i s ion a r e not unusua l , 

e s p e c i a l l y by s t r e e t v i l l a g e s of a l e s s t y p i c a l f o r m . 

Opin ions c o n c e r n i n g the o r i g i n of s t r e e t v i l l a g e a r e v e r y di f ferent 

Many g e o g r a p h e r s and h i s t o r i a n s did not dea l wi th a s t r e e t v i l l age a s a 

s e p a r a t e type , not d i s t i ngu i sh ing it f r om t y p e s F and G. ( L e n c e w i c z , 

M i s s a l e k , M i e l k e ) . M e i t z e n be l i eved in the Slavic o r i g i n of s t r e e t 

v i l l a g e s , Sch lu te r a d m i t t e d th i s p o s s i b i l i t y , but f avoured the concep t 

t ha t i t i s a G e r m a n co lon iza t ion f o r m . 

22 Z a b o r s k i c o m p a r e s the o c c u r r e n c e of s t r e e t v i l l a g e s in d i f fe r ­

ent c o u n t r i e s of E u r o p e , Af r i ca and A s i a and i s of the opinion tha t t hey 

can h a r d l y be c o n s i d e r e d of p u r e Slavic o r i g i n . 

/23 
Rikovsky i s of the s a m e opinion, and b e l i e v e s tha t i t is a type 

wh ich w a s deve loped s i m u l t a n e o u s l y in v a r i o u s t e r r i t o r i e s u n d e r d i f f e r e r t 

e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s . Or ig ina l l y , the s t r e e t v i l l age w a s not l a r g e , but 

i t s g rowth a t both e n t r a n c e s of the v i l l age could a l t e r i t s s i ze c o n s i d e r a b l y , 

wi thout changing i t s o r i g i n a l f o r m . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l f inds n e a r U h e r s k e 

21 B . Z a b o r s k i , o p . c i t . , p . 5 0 . 

22 B . Z a b o r s k i , o p . c i t . , p . 4 8 - 5 4 . 

Z3 F . Rikovsky , o p . c i t . , p . 7 1 . 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA -- SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

TYPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 70 

Hradiste (Moravia) and PodSbrady (Bohemia) prove that the s t r ee t village 

was known in Czech lands before the German colonization. However, 

Rikovsky suggests that i ts occur rence , especially in Moravia, is a s soc ia ­

ted with the types used by German colonization. 

Street vi l lages in the study a r e a . - This type is not very commo:i 

in Bohemia. There is one small region in southern Bohemia near 

Strakonice and three la rger ones on the plain of Polabi near Podebrady, 

Hradec Kralove and J a r o m £ r . In Moravia their occur rence is more 

significant. The la rges t region is found in the tectonic depress ion of the 

Bohemian Massif - Gate of Trebova - Boskovice. The region reaches 

south, to Slavkov (Austerl i tz) . The "Gate" region is thickly populated, 

as the soils a re reasonably productive; here also, opportunities for 

t r ans i t t rade in medieval t imes were very favourable. The other two 

regions of s t ree t vi l lages, though not as extensive, a r e found near 

Hodonin in the Morava Basin - the a rea of late Ter t i a ry deposi ts , and 

also between P re rov and Holelov in the fert i le plain of Hana. The occur -

rence of the s t ree t village in that pa r t of Slovakia, which is shown on the 

map, is in the valley of the r i ve r s Vah and Ni t ra . 

In the par t of Poland included in this study, there a r e s t r ee t vi l ­

lages in the alluvial valleys of the t r ibu ta r ies of the Odra r i v e r . There 

a r e a lso two smal le r a r eas of s t ree t vi l lages in Lower Aus t r ia , near the 

ci t ies of Hollabrunn and Mistelbach. It should be noted that the s t r ee t 

vi l lages occur in a r e a s of old set t lements and a r e most ly surrounded by 

fork and ladder- type, mul t i s t r ee t and spindle-type v i l l ages . 

It has to be stated that in the above-mentioned a r e a s a var ian t of 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

TYPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 71 

s t ree t village o c c u r s . It is a s t ree t vil lage, access ib le only from one 

side, the other outlet being blocked by buildings. This end is usually 
» 24 

widened into a small , slightly rounded marke t p lace . Rikovsky calls 
25 

this type "ulicovka" (» Gassendorf), Laznicka "ulicovka" 

( * Gassendorf m Sackgassendorf * village en rue) . They both s t r e s s 

that in this type the road, around which the houses a r e accumulated, is 

not a through t raff ic-serving line, but is only of local impor tance . In 

the study a r ea "ulicovky" a r e included in the regions of s t r ee t v i l l ages . 

e) Mult is t reet village ( » Haufendorf m wies wielodrozna = yes 

hromadna • village m a s s ^ ) . - The mul t i s t ree t village is a village which 

p resen t s a compact form of set t lement with houses i r r egu la r ly d is t r ibu­

ted along many, very often winding, r oads . The buil t-up blocks a r e of 

different s izes and often of a polygonic form. In mos t c a se s , the fields 

show the typical "Gewannflur" division. 

The mul t i s t ree t village is a very common type of r u r a l se t t l e ­

ment in Europe . It occurs in southern Scandinavia, England, F rance , 

Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary (Alfold), Italy, Balkanic 

Peninsula, Rumania, Ukraine and e l sewhere . 

This type of i r r egu l a r nucleated village is ve ry old, and many 

theor ies have been advanced concerning i ts or ig in . As i t is typically 

developed between the r i v e r s Elbe and Weser , this a r ea was the f i r s t to 

be subjected to the study of mul t i s t ree t vi l lages by many a u t h o r s . Because 

24 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 72 . 

25 Z . Laznicka, op. c i t , , p . 107. 
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of the t y p i c a l Gewannf lu r , m o s t G e r m a n a u t h o r s defend the t h e o r y tha t i t 

Ls a spec i f i c type of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t of old G e r m a n i c t r i b e s , wh ich deve! 

oped in a r e a s w h e r e land has b e e n f r e e f r o m f o r e s t s ince Neo l i t h i c t i m e s 

2 6 
M e i t z e n ^ s op in ion i s t h a t t he g r o u n d p l a n of the old G e r m a n i c 

m u l t i s t r e e t v i l l a g e s w a s c r e a t e d d i r e c t l y in t h e i r c o m p a c t f o r m , due to 

s o m e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e s of p a s t o r a l h u s b a n d r y and c u l t i v a t i o n of 

27 

fields p r a c t i c e d by G e r m a n i c t r i b e s . S c h l u t e r c l a i m s t h a t they d e v e l ­

oped f r o m s m a l l e r v i l l a g e s wi th a s q u a r e o r i s o l a t e d h o u s e s (Einzelhofe) . 

but a l s o defends the i dea of t h e i r G e r m a n i c o r i g i n . 
28 

Z a b o r s k i f e e l s , howeve r , t ha t the m u l t i s t r e e t v i l l a g e o c c u r s 

in Middle E u r o p e in o p e n l a n d s , which have b e e n s e t t l e d a r e a s s ince p r e ­

h i s t o r i c t i m e s , and not only in a r e a s of old G e r m a n i c s e t t l e m e n t s . 
29 Bujak in h is c r i t i q u e of H . P r a e s e n t (Bes ied lung und B e v o l k e r u n g -

Handbuch von Po len , B e r l i n 1917) w r i t e s t h a t t h e s e v i l l a g e s a r e a h e r i t ­

age of a l l I n d o - E u r o p e a n p e o p l e , p e r h a p s a c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t of a l l m a n ­

k ind . 

. , ,30 
R ikovsky p r e s e n t s the opin ion tha t no t h e o r y c o n c e r n i n g the 

o r i g i n of t h e s e v i l l a g e s can be a c c e p t e d a s a b s o l u t e l y c o r r e c t . A c c o r d i n g 

26 A . M e i t z e n , S ied lungen u . A g r a r w e s e n d e r W e s t - u n d 
O s t g e r m a n e n , d e r Ke l t en , K o m e r and Slaven, 3 V o l s , and A t l a s , B e r l i n , 
TEW. 

27 O. S c h l u t e r , o p . c i t . 

28 B . Z a b o r s k i , o p . c i t . , p . 5 7 . 

29 F . Bujak , " C r i t i q u e of H . P r a e s e n t , " K w a r t a l n i k 
H i s t o r y c z n y , Vol . 33 , 1919, p . 6 1 - 7 0 . 

30 F . R i k o v s k y , o p . c i t . , p . 5 8 . 
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to t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n i t would s e e m tha t t h e i r g r o u n d p l a n w a s no t t r a n s ­

f e r r e d to d i f ferent r e g i o n s a s a w h o l e . It i s l ike ly tha t i t w a s deve loped 

by the i r r e g u l a r g rowth of m o r e s i m p l e , loca l ly d i f fe ren t s e t t l e m e n t a r y 

un i t s , which c o n v e r g e d t h e i r f o r m s dur ing the p e r i o d of t h e i r evo lu t i on . 

31 Of s i m i l a r opinion i s a l s o M . Stadler , who b r i n g s a s an example 

the c h a n g e s of the g round p lan of v i l l age Kunovice in Wa l l ach i a , e a s t e r n 

M o r a v i a . She shows how th i s s e t t l e m e n t - o r i g i n a l l y a h a m l e t w i th a 

s q u a r e - a c q u i r e d the c h a r a c t e r of an a g g l o m e r a t e d , m u l t i s t r e e t v i l l a g e , 

when the v i l l age g r e e n w a s bui l t up and new h o m e s t e a d s w e r e added on 

the p e r i p h e r y of the v i l l age du r ing the co t t age co lon i za t i on in the 17th 

c e n t u r y . 

M u l t i s t r e e t v i l l age in the study a r e a . - The s u r v e y of the o c c u r ­

r e n c e of the m u l t i s t r e e t v i l l age in the a r e a of ou r s tudy shows tha t in 

w e s t e r n B o h e m i a t h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s r e g i o n s of s m a l l e r s i z e s , s o m e 

r e a c h i n g p a s t the boundary into G e r m a n y (Lands of B a v a r i a and U p p e r 

Saxony) . T h e r e i s a l s o a cont inuous s t r i p of m u l t i s t r e e t v i l l a g e s in the 

n o r t h - s o u t h d i r e c t i o n f r o m the r i f t va l l ey of the r i v e r Ohfe ( E g e r ) to the 

Sumava Mounta ins in the s o u t h . The v i l l a g e s of t h e s e a r e a s a r e a c t u a l l y 

a v a r i a n t of the m u l t i s t r e e t v i l l a g e , which i s ca l l ed " h r o m a d n a c e s t n a 
32 

v e s " (Haufenwegedorf) by L a z n i c k a . This type deve loped by a g r a d u a l , 

not p lanned bu i ld -up , a long n u m e r o u s i r r e g u l a r winding r o a d s and s e e m s 

to be the c o m m o n type in i n d u s t r i a l i z e d r e g i o n s of B o h e m i a . In th i s 

31 M . S t ad l e r , "Kunovice na V a l a s s k u " Sborn ik C e s k o s l o v e n s k e 
Spo lecnos t i Z e m e p i s n e , Vol . 60, N o . 1, p . 30-5BT 

32 Z . L a z n i c k a , o p . c i t . , p . 116. 
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thes is it i s not considered as a single type, and is included in the regions 

of mul t i s t r ee t village on Map 1. 

Another large region is found in cent ra l Bohemia, s tretching 

from Zatec to Hradec Kralove . In southeastern Bohemia, nea r Vlasim, 

Milevsko, Vodnany and Trebon also occur regions of mul t i s t r ee t v i l l ages . 

In Silesia between the r ive r s Odra, Opava and Nysa, and b o r d e r ­

ing on regions of s t ree t and fork and ladder- type vi l lages on one side and 

chain vi l lages on the other, a r e three regions of the above-mentioned 

type. Four teen regions a r e d ispersed through pract ica l ly a l l the t e r r i ­

tory of Moravia, from the Moravian Heights a c r o s s the Moravian 

Depression, to the White Carpa th ians , In wes te rn Slovakia there a r e 

two regions near spa Piesf^any on the r iver Vah and near Pr iv iedza on 

the r iver Ni t ra . In Aus t r ia , near Hollabrunn, typical mul t i s t r ee t v i l ­

lages a re also found. 

If we compare the distr ibution of mul t i s t r ee t vi l lages in the study 

a r e a with the maps of the p reh i s to r i c and his tor ic se t t lements (Maps 

6-12), we find that the occurrence of this type coincides very closely 

with the a r e a s of cultivated s teppe. 

f) Loose mul t i s t r ee t village (* Haufendorf - forme moins 

s e r r e e ) . - This type is actually a t ransi t ion between the mul t i s t r ee t 

village and sca t te red f a r m s t e a d s . It has a much less aggregated ground-

33 plan and seems to be dependent on physiographic f ac to r s , Zaborski 

points out that this type of ru ra l set t lement occurs often in Rumania, 

33 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . , p . 62. 
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and in Poland, where loose mul t i s t ree t vi l lages a r e found in l a rge r ex­

tent between the Carpathian Mountains and Podol ie . Therefore , he con­

s iders the possibil i ty that they were influenced by the neighbouring 

Rumanian v i l lages . 

Loose mul t i s t ree t vi l lages in Bohemia. - In the a r ea of this 

study three smal ler regions a r e found in nor thwestern Bohemia, in the 

Krusne Hory (Ore Mountains). A few smal le r regions border on the 

zone of mul t i s t ree t vi l lages in eas te rn and southeastern Bohemia, between 

Plzen and Pisek, and on the slopes of Klatovske P redhof i . Similar types 

occur west of Moravian Heights near Hlinsko and Havlickuv Brod. 

g) Fork and ladder- type village ( » Kettendorf m widlica) . - The 

fork and ladder-type village is a t ransi t ion between the mul t i s t r ee t and 

the s t ree t vi l lage. A typical village of this type is charac te r ized by two 

nearly para l le l s t r ee t s , connected with one or more short c r o s s r o a d s , 

showing the form of a fork or a ladder . Another example of this type is 

a village in which two s t ree t vi l lages plainly c ross each other, and can­

not be classified as a mul t i s t ree t village or as a s t r ee t v i l lage . Of the 

34 
previously mentioned authors but Zaborski classif ies this form as a 

/ v 35 
separate type. Laznicka mentions them as a more complicated type 

of s t r ee t village and calls them "typ zebfovy, a kfizovy", and includes 

them in the group of s t ree t v i l lages . 

34 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . , p . 63-64. 

35 Z . Laznicka, op. c i t . , p . 106. 
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However, the fork and ladder-type vil lages a r e classif ied in this 

study as a separa te type, because there is a distinct difference between 

them and the s t ree t and mul t i s t ree t v i l l ages . They form large and com­

pact regions in the Bohemian lands, coinciding with the ear ly sett led 

a r e a s , free from fores t . 

Occurrence of fork and ladder- type in Bohemia and Moravia-

Si lesia . - There a re fourteen smal ler regions of this type between 

Praha , Plzen. and Ceske Budljovice, bordering prevalently on the zone 

of mul t i s t r ee t vi l lages and hamle t s . The more prominent occur rence is 

found between Praha and Pardubice in the plain of Polabi . The region 

around Podebrady, embedded between the zones of s t r ee t and mul t i s t ree t 

vi l lages is a typical a rea of this type. 

In the Upper Silesian basin (Ostrava-Karvinna) the fork and 

ladder- types a r e approximately as extensive as the mul t i s t r ee t v i l l ages . 

A continuous s t r ip of fork and ladder-type s t re tches pas t the boundary of 

Czechoslovakia into Poland, bordered on one side by chain vi l lages and 

by s t ree t vil lages on the o ther . 

The la rges t compact a rea is found on Moravian t e r r i t o r y . It 

s t re tches from Zabfeh to Breclav in the nor th-south and from Velka 

BiteS to Hranice and Uhersky Brod in a w e s t - e a s t direct ion; it covers 

the predominant par t of the western , cent ra l and southern Moravia, in­

cluding the valleys of r i v e r s Morava, Be^va, Svratka, J ihlava, Olsava 

and their t r i bu t a r i e s . This region reaches south into Aust r ian t e r r i t o r y 

thus forming a continuous a r e a of fork and ladder- type v i l lages , which 

also extends further east to Slovakia (Myjava Valley). There is a lso a 
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continuous zone of this type of r u r a l set t lement in Slovakia, in the valley i 

of the r iver Vah and further eas t , near Zilina and Ni t ra . 

In al l the above-mentioned regions the fork and ladder- type is 

intermingled with the s t ree t and mul t i s t ree t types of v i l lage . 

B . Rural Settlements of Group II. 

The types of vil lages belonging to this group cover extensive 

a r e a s in Bohemia, Moravia-Si lesia and the neighbouring count r ies . 

Their var ied forms and functions as well as their distr ibution within 

specific a r e a s have aroused great i n t e re s t among set t lement geographers . 

a) Chain village (Waldhufendorf m iaiicuchowka « lesni lanova 

ves ) . - The chain village, recognized by all authors as a colonization 

form of German origin, can be distinguished by the following c h a r a c t e r ­

i s t i c s : 

i) The village consists of two long rows of houses , which a r e 

built along the main s t ree t and a r e situated not too close to each o ther . 

ii) The main s t ree t , usually slightly winding, runs through 

a r e a s originally covered by forest , which were la ter c leared and cult i­

vated. 

iii) The village, resembling a loose-lying chain, may m e a s u r e 

severa l km in length. 

iv) F ie lds t r ips ( m Hufen • l£ny) a r e located perpendicular ly to 

the main s t ree t , which is the axis of the v i l lage . These a r e divided 

from each other by the pa ra l l e l s ideroads , a lso perpendicular to the 

main s t r e e t . The farmsteads a r e located at the head of the fields 
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belonging to the respect ive f a r m e r s . 

Chain vil lages a r e usually found in the highlands, where they fol­

low the mountain or r i ve r va l leys , s tretching as long, nar row belts at 

their floor or on the r iver banks. The following of r ive r val leys enabled 

the colonists to penet ra te deeply into the fores t which had to be c l ea red . 

In some cases , especially at the higher-placed wa te r sheds , the r ema ins 

of the former forest wi lderness can sti l l be seen a s a densely forested 

a r e a . It has to be s t r e s sed that the fear of floods prevented the se t t l e r s 

from locating the vil lages in the lower pa r t s of narrow v a l l e y s . 

The chain villages a r e not only r e s t r i c t ed to the mountainous r e ­

gions; they a re found also in ferti le p la ins . The f ie ldstr ips in this case 

a r e usually of a shor ter length. 

In this thes is three types of chain vi l lages a r e distinguished: 

type F - chain vil lage with a l l the above-mentioned 

charac te r i s t i c s . 

2 
type F - chain village less typical, where the c h a r a c ­
te r i s t i c pa ra l l e l s ideroads a r e not so prominent . 

3 
type F - chain vil lage developed, where the buildings 

follow not only the axis of the valley, but a r e a l so 

spread on the gently r ising slopes of the va l ley . 

The distinction between the typical chain vil lage and its va r ian t s 

i s not always evident; a l l th ree types in termingle great ly and their r e ­

gions border on each o ther . 

Chain vi l lages in Bohemian lands . - All th ree kinds of chain v ik 

lages a r e developed typically in l a rge , compact a r e a s from KruSn6 Hory 
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(Ore Mountains) through Hory Luzick6 (Lausitz Gebirge) and Krkonose 

(Giant Mountains) in Bohemia, Jeseniky (Gesenke) and the Beskyd 

Mountains in Moravia-Si lesia , reaching pas t the state boundary into 

Germany and Poland. Another compact region covers the a r ea on the 

Bohemian-Moravian border in the Moravian Heights. 

Smaller isolated is lands of chain vi l lages occur in southern 

Bohemia near Ceske Budejovice and near Jindfichuv Hradec, being s i tu­

ated on a plain and showing f ieldstr ips of shor ter lengths . 

Another isolated region is found in the hills of the southern p a r t 

of the Moravian Heights near HavlidSkdv Brod and Jihlava, an a r ea of 

German colonization. The occurrence of chain vil lages (all three types), 

in the Moravian plains of Uval Hornomoravsky' near Litovel and Uval 

Odersky^ (Hranice, Mor . Ostrava, OrlovcL) and near Holesov in the plains 

of Han£, is remarkable , proving again that the chain village is not r e ­

s t r ic ted to the highlands only, for which i t i s , with a l l i t s c h a r a c t e r i s ­

t i cs , very sui table . When it became a popular type of r u r a l se t t lement 

in the Middle Ages, i t was t r ans fe r r ed in its form into the above-

mentioned plains, which had been c leared from fores ts after 1200 A. D. 

It i s surrounded here by vil lages of older origin with a concentrated 

ground plan. 

In nor thwestern Slovakia, chain vil lages coincide with mountain­

ous regions and form regions of considerable extent between Cadca, 

Trencin and Banska Bys t r i ca . 

b) Row village - loosely built (Reihendorf - Rzgdowka _ V es 

fadova). - The houses in the loosely built row village a r e si tuated on 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

TYPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 80 

one or both sides of a s t r ee t a t different d i s t ances . The vil lages usually 

reach a considerable length, one quar te r to a few m i l e s . The appearanc ; 

of the loose row village was somet imes changed during the development 

of the se t t lement . As new houses were added between the or iginal 

buildings and the empty a r ea s were gradually built up, the ground plan 

resembled that of the s t ree t village." Sometimes, even the empty space 

between the two rows of houses was filled in with new buildings, so that 

even a slight resemblance to the c lus tered type of set t lement o c c u r s . 

The row village is also a much discussed type in l i t e ra tu re about 

r u r a l se t t lements . According to their origin and appearance seve ra l 

var ian ts of row villages a r e dist inguished. They have one common s ig­

nificant phenomenon, that i s , their occurrence appears prevalent ly in 

a r e a s of younger se t t l ements . The loosely built row village is often de­

scr ibed as a type of colonization form, which gives the advantage of 

placing fa rmsteads close to the fields of the owner. 
36 

Zaborski descr ibes a special var ian t of this village - Dutch 

row village (Marshhufendorf - "holendry"), which originally came from 

the marsh lands of Holland, and was often called "Veenvii lage" or 

"Veenkolony". This type of village developed in Poland in the l6 -18th 

century, in the delta and along the Vistula and Odra r i v e r s , and in 

swampy a r e a s or at the r ims of mar shy va l l eys . The roads were usu­

ally constructed on the embankments . The occur rence of the loosely 

built row vil lages in the above-mentioned region was influenced by the 

36 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . , p . 73-76. 
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Dutch and L o w e r - G e r m a n ( N i e d e r d e u t s c h ) co lon iza t ion , wh ich a l s o i n t r o ­

duced th i s type of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s in w e s t e r n and c e n t r a l P o l a n d , w h e n : 

the row v i l l a g e s c o v e r a l a r g e and c o m p a c t a r e a . H e r e , t he L o w e r -

G e r m a n c o l o n i s t s had to c l e a r the e x t e n s i v e f o r e s t s , in s p i t e of the fac t 

tha t they had not been a c c u s t o m e d to t h i s kind of co lon i za t i on t e c h n i q u e . 

A t y p i c a l l oose ly bui l t row v i l l a g e of P o l a n d , w h i c h o c c u r s in 

37 
Volhynia , i s d e s c r i b e d by Z a b o r s k i a s of a v e r y l a t e o r i g i n (18 -19 th 

c e n t u r y ) being in connec t ion wi th p a r c e l l i n g of the land and c o n s o l i d a t i o n 

of the f i e l d s . 

38 39 

LeLznicka a s w e l l a s R ikovsky do no t d i s t i n g u i s h c l e a r l y 

enough b e t w e e n row v i l l a g e s and cha in v i l l a g e s . They both m e n t i o n a 

v a r i a n t of a row v i l l age - the " s h o r t row v i l l a g e " ( k r a t k a f adova v e s ) , 

which deve loped in B o h e m i a n lands f r o m the s e c o n d half of the 17th to 

the beg inn ing of the 19th c e n t u r y . They exp la in i t s o r i g i n by the i n t r o ­

duc t ion of the e c o n o m i c b a l a n c e wh ich t r i e d to b r i n g the s e t t l e r s in to the 

n a r r o w , s o m e t i m e s s t e e p v a l l e y s of the h i g h l a n d s , b e c a u s e the m o r e 

conven ien t a r e a s of f e r t i l e p l a i n s had a l r e a d y b e e n s e t t l e d and d e n s e l y 

popu la t ed m a n y c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e . The f a r m e r s of t h i s s h o r t row v i l l a g e 

w e r e often r e s t r i c t e d to s m a l l p i e c e s of l a n d . S o m e t i m e s they did no t 

have any land a t a lL only g a r d e n s . T h e s e two a u t h o r s a l s o c l a s s i fy the 

s c a t t e r e d f a r m s t e a d s in M o r a v i a n W a l l a c h i a a s " W a l l a c h i a n r o w 

37 B . Z a b o r s k i , o p , c i t . , p . 7 3 . 

38 Z , L a z n i c k a , o p , c i t , , p , 4 5 - 4 7 . 

39 F . R ikovsky , o p . c i t . , p . 7 8 - 7 9 . 
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tillages" m (ValaSske vsi fadove). 

Row villages in area of the study. - The typical loosely built row 

village, the type of "Hollandish row village" and Lazni£ka*s "short row 

village" are all included ira. the regions of row villages. 

In Bohemia, the row villages form many islands in the whole 

western part of the terri tory from Krusne1 Hory (Ore Mountains) to the 

Sumava Mountains, occurring in the areas of both old and young settle­

ments, A more compact region is found in southern Bohemia, where 

they could be considered a variant of the "Hollandish" type, described 

above. In northeastern Bohemia, there is also a larger region near 

Mnichovo Hradiste in the Piedmont of the Krkonose (Giant Mountains). 

Further east is another region, where the row villages are intermingled 

with chain villages, occurring approximately in the same density. In 

the piedmont of Orlicke Hory they again form a compact region. Another 

strip in a north-sooth direction reaches from Jeseniky in Silesia,- throug 1 

Bruntal to Hranice. Some of these row villages could be classified as 

•short row villages'*. Around Frydek-Mistek, the row villages are founc 

again. 

They also occur in the regions of Moravian Heights ana along the 

Moravian-Slovak border, where they reach past the boundary into westerli 

Slovakia. Here they are intermixed with scattered farmsteads and chain 

villages. Typical is a region of row villages around Zlin (Gottwaldov) in 

the southeastern part of Moravia in the valley of the river Drevnice and 

its tr ibutaries. 
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c) Regular vi l lage. - This type of village has ei ther a ground 

plan in the form of a geometr ical figure (pentagon, quadrangle, hexagon); 

or its local roads c ross each other in a regular , geometr ic gr id . Only i 

few authors have studied the relevance of this r u r a l se t t lement closely. 

The regular village is still a charac te r i s t i c type of the Hungarian and 

Rumanian p la ins . These a r e a s have been reconst ructed and recolonized 

in the 18th and 19th century, after they suffered destruct ion during the 

Turkish invasion and occupation. The new set t lements a r e strikingly 

different from the old villages which grew spontaneously without any 

40 

direction from a planner or surveyor . Zaborski investigated the occur ­

rence of regular vil lages on the t e r r i t o ry of Poland and found them near 

Drohobycz. 

The number of regular villages in Bohemia and Moravia is very 

small , and they do not play an important role in the pic ture of r u r a l 

set t lements on Map 1. A smal l region is found west of Praha , where it 

is embedded between a compact a r ea of mul t i s t r ee t v i l l ages . Few regu­

lar villages occur in south Moravia near Hodonin; these vil lages 

(Josefov, Terezin, Prusanky) , in which the local roads c ro s s each other 

perpendicular ly, a r e only smal l se t t l ements . Without his tor ic m a t e r i a l 

at hand, they could easi ly be classified as fork and ladder - type . They 

have been established during the Josephinian reforms (1780-1792). 

41 *, ,42 
Lazni6ka and Rikovsky mention vi l lages with an exact 

41 Z. Laznicka, op. c i t . , p . 113. 

42 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 72. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA « ECOLE PES GRADUES 

TYPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 84 

geometr ica l ground plan and also geometr ica l division of the fields 

(parcelled blocks) . They use the name of " R a a b , s v i l l ages" (vsi 

rabisacni) for them, but according to their ground plan they classify 

them as s t ree t or mul t i s t ree t vi l lages or villages with a square . They 

do not consider this type to be of great importance in the en t i re p ic ture 

of r u r a l habitations in Bohemian lands. 

C. Rural Settlements of Group III. 

In this thesis three different types of hamlets a re distinguished: 

a) Hamlet ( = Weiler « przysiolek bezksztaltny « v iska) . - A 

hamlet consis ts of a small , isolated group of houses . Very often it 

could be mistaken for a small mul t i s t ree t vil lage, except for the fact 

that a hamlet has straight roads while a mul t i s t r ee t village has winding 

local r oads . The houses a r e not grouped around a square , but along two 

or more roads , which often c ros s each o ther . Therefore, this kind of 

a smal l village can be considered a "hamlet of an i r r e g u l a r fo rm" . 

b) Street hamlet (Strassenweiler as przysiolek ulicowy). - The 

s t ree t hamlet i s a t ransi t ion between the hamlet and the s t ree t vi l lage, 

which consis ts of single very short s t ree t of houses . The shor tness of 

the s t r ee t distinguishes it from the s t ree t v i l lage . Some authors use the 

name "short s t ree t v i l lage" instead of " s t r ee t hamle t" . 

c) Hamlet with a square (Platzdorf m p r z . placowy). - A hamlet 

with a square has the houses grouped together around a smal l m a r k e t 

place, which has different forms (oval, square , or polygon). It may be 

considered a t rans i t ional form between the hamlet and the rundling. 
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Different opinions concerning hamle t s . - Hamlets and thei r 

var iants occur in southern Germany (where they a r e known from the 

t ime of Charlemagne) , and in Aust r ia , Yougoslavia, Rumania, 

Czechoslovakia, Poland, U . S . S . R. and other count r i es . Opinions of 

geographers and his tor ians concerning this type of r u r a l se t t lement dif­

fer grea t ly . Many authors agree that the hamlet i s as cha rac t e r i s t i c of 

hills and foothills as the village i s of the p la ins . Never the le s s , many 

changes of the economic o rde r tend to modify this delimitation e s t a b ­

lished only on a geographical b a s i s . 

Zabo r sk i ' s map shows hamlets of al l three forms in Pomeran ia , 

hamlets and s t ree t hamlets in the Vilna d i s t r i c t . Here they seem to be 

dependent on the hilly landscape and the occur rence of w a t e r . They p o s ­

sibly developed from isolated f a rms t eads . However, they a r e also 

found more to the south in flat l ands . It can be explained as follows: 

the population, which acquired the habit of sma l l se t t lements , t r a n s ­

fe r red this form further during i t s migra t ion to the new sur roundings . 

43 
Zaborski is of the opinion that history i s . a l so ref lected in the 

occurrence of hamlets in Mazovia and Podlachia . Their or ig in can be 

considered a s of a mi l i ta ry n a t u r e . The inhabitants of these reg ions , 

sett led in the neighbourhood of P rus s i a and Lithuania and were obliged 

to defend the f ron t i e r s . As a reward , they w e r e often promoted to the 

ranks of lower nobility. The hamlets inhabited by them a re called 

"Kleinadelige Wei l e r " (smal l nobility hamle t s ) . The land belonging to 

43 B . Zaborski , op . c i t . , p . 79 . 
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the landlord was divided into long s t r ips which were repeatedly parcellec 

into n a r r o w e r p i ece s . When these became too na r row, c rosswise divi­

sion took p lace . The hamlets* marke t square likely developed from the 

large f a rm-ya rd of the or iginal es ta te which was gradually divided amon ; 

the i nhe r i t o r s . 

Rikovsky also considers hamlets as a t rans i t ional type between 

the sca t te red fa rmsteads and mul t i s t ree t vi l lage. He believes that they 

developed in different countr ies under different economic conditions and 

during different per iods of t ime . 
45 ,y 

Laznicka agrees with the opinion of Rikovsky. He emphas izes 

two cha rac te r i s t i c s of hamle t s : their smal l size (3-10 houses) and the 

fact that there is near ly always an absence of buildings like churches , 

schools, post offices, e tc . According to his opinion many hamlets in 

the Sumava Mountains and Moravian Heights regions developed during 

the industr ial izat ion of Czech lands - hence the i r function is of an 

indus t r ia l na tu re . 

These two authors do not distinguish the three above-mentioned 

var iants of hamlets and deal with a hamlet as a single type. 

Hamlets in Bohemian lands . - Most of the hamlets in the t e r r i ­

tory under study have existed since the t ime of the Eas t -Ge rman colo-

nication, although there a r e many from a much la ter date . 

44 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 68. 

45 Z . Laznicka, op. c i t . , p . 117. 
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In the a r e a s of old set t lements they probably developed from 

isolated fa rmsteads by the gradual division of one m a n ' s p rope r ty . The 

double names of some hamlets support this opinion, i . e . , Zderadiny, 

Zderadinky, Hrochovy Zderadiny (on sheet 4054, SW of Kutna Hora) . 

The names Zderadinky (or small Zderadiny) and Hrochovy Zderadiny 

(or H r o c h ' s Zderadiny) c lear ly suggest that they originated from the 

former proper ty of Zderad, when it was divided among his h e i r s . 

The hamlets also originated in a r ea s densely covered by fores t . 

They ei ther developed from sca t tered fa rmsteads or from the unplanned 

colonization of smal le r agr icul tura l groups . 

Hamlets on Map 1. - Hamlets , and hamlets with a square , 

cover large a r ea s in western, southern and eas t e rn Bohemia, mainly in 

the hilly t e r r a in of the Bohemian Massif. The regions of hamlets in 

wes te rn and southwestern Bohemia have their continuation in Germany. 

The a r e a s of a l l three var ian ts a r e adjacent to each other and their 

boundaries a r e difficult to distinguish because the types a r e great ly 

in termingled. The s t ree t hamlets a r e less numerous ; they form smal l 

compact regions near Domazlice, Usti n. Labem and Mlada. Boles lav. 

The origin of numerous hamlets in the Sumava Mountains, e spe­

cially those in the a reas of Domazlice and Tachov, can be explained by 

s t ra tegic purposes - their original function was a defensive one. Here , 

in the ear ly Middle Ages, was the set t lement a rea of the Chod t r i be . 

The Chods were then considered the guard of the frontier against r e ­

peated German aggress ions , and were therefore endowed with many 

pr ivi leges from the Bohemian Kings. The hamlets of the Chod t e r r i t o r y 
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could be called the "smal l nobility hamle t s " (Kleinadelige Wei ler ) . 

In Moravia, hamlets a r e much less numerous . Small regions of 

a l l three types a re found in the Moravian Heights, near Tfebic and 

Bystf ice nad Perns'tynem and also in the Moravian plains near Kojetin 

and Litovel. In Slovakia, hamlets border on large regions of sca t te red 

fa rmsteads in the mountainous t e r r a i n of Bile Karpaty . 

D. Rural Settlements of Group IV. 

The types of r u r a l es tabl ishments belonging to this group, playec 

an important pa r t in the r u r a l economy of Czech lands for many centurie s. 

a) Scattered farmsteads (Einzelhofe « Einodhofe as samotove 

dvorce) . - Scat tered farmsteads a r e d ispersed, isolated fa rmhouses , 

very often situated at great dis tances from each other and connected by 

smal l by - roads . The roads a r e not flanked by houses, even at the 

junct ions. Fields and pas tu res spread around each respect ive fa rm­

house in severa l sect ions, indicating individual ownership. 

The scat tered homesteads somet imes form an adminis t ra t ive 

unit which can be called a d i spersed village (= village d i sperse as 

Einzelhofdorf ae wie l samotnicza as dvorcova ves ) . This type of d i s ­

persed set t lements is widespread in Europe . Isolated fa rmsteads a r e 

quite common in numerous large a r ea s of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 

Cornwall, F r ance , Germany, Scandinavia, Poland and the Danubian 

count r ies . 
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Opinions about the origin of sca t te red f a rms t eads . - Although 

A. Meitzen believed that this type is a national cha rac t e r i s t i c of the 

Celtic people, never the less , he admit ted that the "Einzelhofe" in the 

Alps and Scandinavia were founded by other ethnic groups and explained 

their occur rence here by the dependence on physiographic condit ions. 

Gradmann stated that d ispersed set t lements originated as a r e 

suit of modern reforms such as the introduction of the enclosure and the 

consolidation of the f ields. Therefore, he considered them as a se t t l e ­

ment of younger or igin. Their occur rence in Wiirt temberg, especial ly 

in the regions with typical post -glacia l features and considerable diver­

sity of relief, was accompanied by the mode of life in which dairying 

played an important r o l e . 

48 Radig cons iders "Einzelhof" as a very old se t t lement form, 

possibly a prototype of a l l se t t l ements . He does not accept the idea of 

its Celtic origin, but explains its existence as an express ion of the evo­

lution of the individual ownership in human society. 

49 
Zaborski p resen t s a thorough survey of the distr ibution and 

origin of sca t te red fa rmsteads in Poland, where they a r e a widespread 

form of set t lement and a r e found in pract ical ly every pa r t of the country 

46 A. Meitzen, op. c i t . , (Siedlungen u. Agra rwesen . ). 

47 R. Gradmann, Das landliche Siedlungswesen des 
K6nigreichsWu.rttem.berg, Stuttgart, Forschungen z. deutschen 
Landes-u . Volkskunde, T913, Vol. 21 (map). 

48 W. Radig, op. c i t . , p . 90-93 . 

49 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . , p . 84-93. 
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He considers them as set t lements of younger or igin . 

The scat tered farmsteads of Pomerania developed most ly in the 

19th century mainly after the abolition of serfdom. In the province of 

Poznaii the f a r m e r s often abandoned nucleated vi l lages and settled in the 

middle of their remote fields in sca t te red houses - "pustkowie". This 

was facilitated by the fact that log houses and other wooden s t ruc tu re s , 

which were a very common habitation form of the North European Plain, 

could be very easily dismantled and t ranspor ted from their original 

place in the village to the new location. However, most of the sca t te red 

set t lements in the province of Poznan also developed in the 19th century 

as a resu l t of the agr icul tura l r e fo rm. 

Zaborski assoc ia tes the sca t te red farmsteads around Suwalki 

and Wilna with the hilly topography of this region. The "ku to r s " 

(Vorwerke) in Poles ie , around Pr ipe t r ive r , developed as se t t lements 

of f a r m e r s who left the nucleus of the village with the purpose of cul t i ­

vating the badly drained a reas of remote swamps and gain additional 

farming and grazing land. The d ispersed farm set t lements in Wolhynia 

owe their origin to the Mazovian, German and Czech colonization. 

In the West Carpathians a r e scat tered homesteads often situated 

on the watersheds in the neighbourhood of chain vi l lages, which mainly 

occupy the mountain va l leys . In the East Carpathians with very spa r se 

population and extensive pas tu re land, they a r e l imited to the basin of 

the r iver Pruth (Land of Huzuls). The arable land here occupies only 

10% of the total a r e a . North of here , in the basin of the r ive r Dnies ter , 

t ransi t ional forms between the sca t te red fa rms teads and loose 
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mul t i s t ree t village a r e formed. 

Rikovsky5 0 and Lazni<*ka rega rd sca t te red fa rmsteads of 

Czechoslovakia as a form of young se t t lements , developed between the 

15th and 19th cen tur ies . They believe that their d ispers ion was con­

ditioned by mountainous t e r r a i n and the efforts of the ruling nobility to 

inc rease the income by distributing uncultivated or forested land to the 

peasant s e r f s . 

Farming , somet imes combined with handicraft occupation, and 

livestock production, formed the economic bas is of these se t t l ement s . 

In modern t imes d ispersed homesteads a r e also found in connection with 

the development of indust r ia l cent res ( i . e . , in Moravska Ostrava region . 

The names of single fa rmsteads , respect ively d i spersed vi l lages 

often c a r r y the name 

1. of i ts founder ( i . e . , KoSuti, Pavlici , U Hodulu) 

Bergrovy domky 

2 . of the occupation of the se t t l e r s (Sklenarice, 

Perniky, Tkalce) 

3 . of the typical features of the landscape (Jes tMbi , 

Chvojiny). 

Scat tered fa rmsteads in the a r ea of this study. - Rural se t t l e ­

ments in Czechoslovakia a r e represen ted mainly by v i l l ages . Never­

the less , sca t te red fa rmsteads cover extensive a r e a s in the mountain 

50 F . Rikovsky, op . c i t . , p . 92-97. 

51 Z . Laznicka, op. c i t . , p . 117-118. 
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regions of the country. They a re more numerous in Slovakia than in 

Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . 

Czech lands were car ry ing largely the cost of the struggle of the 

Habsburg Empire with the Turks in the 17th and ear ly 18th centur ies , 

both in money and consc r ip t s . This prevented quick recovery from the 

ea r l i e r w a r s , especially for the conscripted pea san t s . Therefore , the 

creat ion of sca t te red fa rmsteads offered a big opportunity to s t imulate 

the farming production and inc rease of population. 

The regions of sca t te red fa rmsteads in Bohemia form a nar row 

c rescen t from the southern pa r t of the country through Sumava Mountains 

to the nor thwestern r i m of Bohemia, Krusne" Hory. In the nor theas te rn 

par t , two l a rge r a r e a s of these se t t lements a r e found in Orlicke* Hory 

and Krkonos"e. 

The functional changes of the numerous sca t te red fa rmsteads in 

Krkono&e, an agr icul tura l ly poor d is t r ic t , deserve special at tention. 

Here the mountain meadows a r e found at heights up to 4900*. The g r a s s 

is not very nutr i t ious , but can support l ivestock. In spite of the absence 

of alpine herding in Bohemia, the pas to ra l life of the Krkonose region in 

the f i rs t ha.lf of the 19th century was at its peak. However, the e x c e s s i v ; 

deforestation resu l ted in the prohibition of fores t grazing by the govern­

ment in 1866, This may be regarded a s a turning point in the pas to ra l 

life of the local inhabi tants . The pure s tock- ra i s ing economy ceased to 

be productive, the depopulation and the downward movement of dwellings 

towards the large village in the valley followed. Scat tered homesteads , 

which remained, were often changed from herdsman houses (salaSe) 
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into "cha le t s " (horske boudy), due to the inc rease in tour i s t t rade in the 

20th century . Many of them stil l c a r r y the name of thei r founder, i . e . , 

Karlovy Boudy, Dolske Boudy, e t c . 

Scattered farms form a wide s t r ip on the Moravian-Slovak fron­

t ie r , from Myjava through the beech-covered slopes of the White 

Carpathians and Javorniky. They continue further nor theas t in 

Moravian-Silesian and Western (Slovakian) Beskyds . In these a r e a s they 

occur in the close neighbourhood of chain and row v i l l ages . In Moravia 

they a r e known as "kopanice" or " lazy" . 

Other extensive a r e a s of sca t te red fa rmsteads a r e situated eas t 

of Vah Valley on the slopes of Tribec and Fa t r a Mountains, They a r e 

a lso a typical form of set t lement in the Slovak Ore Mountains, 

The occurrence of the d ispersed se t t lements in the ea s t e rn pa r t 

of Czechoslovakia suggests a close connection with the g rea t Wallach 

pas to ra l migrat ion from the Lower Danube through the Carpathian a r c , 

which affected the Slovak and Eas t -Moravian hill country in the 15th, 

16th and 17th cen tu r i e s . 

The pas tora l charac te r of the or iginal se t t l e r s was gradually 

changed by the influence of Slav agr icu l tu r i s t s from the adjacent va l l eys . 

Mixed farming and fores t ry of a pr imit ive kind was developed. The 

alpine grazing was p r e se rved only at the highest e levat ions . Here the 

pas tora l economy remained little changed from its original fo rm. The 

inhabitants of the eas t e rn pa r t of Moravia between Valasske Meziffci 

and the Beskyd Mountains (known as Valassko), p r e s e r v e d the i r own 

costumes and t radi t ions and special dialect until the 20th century . 
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In the pa r t of Lower Austr ia , shown on Map 1, there a r e two r e ­

gions of sca t te red farmsteads around the Zwettl r i v e r . This region is a 

forested extension of the Bohemian Plateau, with very poor soils and has 

an elevation of about 2000 feet. Herding, wood cutting and hill country 

farming a re the main act ivi t ies of the people inhabiting this a r e a . 

b) Estate (Manor as Gutshof * velkostatkarsky dvur) . -~ Es ta tes 

r ep resen t an individual type of d ispersed settlements (samotovy sidelni 

typ). They a r e usually built in the form of a square , covering a consid­

erable a rea which includes living quar te r s of the owner, of the worke r s 

employed on the manor (deputatnici) and the utility buildings as wel l . 

The a rea covered by buildings is in proport ion to the extent of the fields 

belonging to the es ta te . These a r e divided in very regular sections 

(Gutsblockflur). 

Es ta tes occur in the ent i re t e r r i t o ry of Bohemia and Moravia-

Silesia, in a r e a s of both old and young se t t lements , their distr ibution 

being dependent on the development of the agr icu l tura l economy of the 

great land-owners during severa l cen tur ies . 

His tor ical development of es ta tes in Bohemian lands . - The large 

es ta tes began to develop on Bohemian and Moravian t e r r i t o r y from the 

16th century, as a resu l t of the growing poli t ical j^$wer of the Czech 

a r i s t o c r a c y . The concentration of the land proper ty had been effected 

especial ly after the loss of political l iberty by the Czech nation in the 

Battle of the Bila Hora (White Mountain) in 1620. At this t ime , the 

proper ty of more than 500 Czech a r i s t oc r a t s was confiscated so as to 

inc rease the landed proper ty of that pa r t of the nobility (mostly of foreign 
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origin), who had fought in the ranks of the Habsburgs . 

Thus, latifundia (estates of over 1000 hec ta res as approx. 2500 

ac re s ) had not been formed in free competit ion for the land, but as a r e ­

sult of poli t ical power, which was rep resen ted by the a r i s toc racy , the 

52 Church or the Crown. 

In the 17th century the relat ive importance of the landowners in­

c reased t remendously, because the development of the economic si tua­

tion opened nor thwestern European marke t s for the impor t of g ra in . The 

same century brought a decline in the prosper i ty of the towns, caused by 

the depress ion of industry during the period of the Thirty Years War 

(1618-48). Peasants were not able to buy and own land freely and suf­

fered humiliation and hardships as s e r f s . In. general , the same develop­

ment took place in Slovakia. This country was reoccupied by the 

Habsburgs and united with Hungary after the defeat of the Ottoman 

Empi re at Vienna in 1683. 

A distinct improvement in the m a t e r i a l p rospe r i ty of the Czechs 

occurred during the la ter pa r t of the 18th century under the enlightened 

rule of Mar ia Theresa and Joseph II. The economic position of the 

serfs was eased, the policy of pe r sona l freedom and of improved farminj; 

followed. Never the less , the obligations of the peasant a s t i l l e r and 

tenant of the soil and as a taxpayer remained, even though his burdens 

in this r espec t were diminished at the expense of the landlord; many 

52 V. Brdlik, A Short Survey of Agr icul ture in Czechoslovakia, 
P raha , Institute of Agr icul tura l Accountancy and Economics of the 
Czechoslovak Republik, 1938, p , 20. 
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large manors broke up into smal l e s t a t e s . 

Unfortunately, the reign of these two monarchs was also marked 

by strenuous policy of Germanizat ion in schools, government and church 

This led to a g rea t national revival of Czechs and Slovaks, which was 

growing rapidly in the f irs t half of the 19th century and culminated in the 

revolution of 1848. The Czech poli t ical leaders p resen ted to the Habsbui 

government at Vienna a petition which included: 

1. demands for the equality of the Czech and German 

languages in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 

2 . the convocation of a General Diet to r ep re sen t the 

lands of the Bohemian Crown 

3. the dras t ic re form of the land- laws. 

The Czech gesture was simultaneous with the development of the 

revolution in Hungary and Italy. But Radecky ' s mi l i ta ry successes in 

I ta ly and the crushing of the revolution in Hungary (with the mi l i ta ry aid 

of c za r i s t Russia) supported the Habsburgs* resen tment to the Czech 

polit ical and national demands . 

However, the one advance for the Czechs after the g rea t effort of 

1848 was an important step in ag ra r i an reform, the abolition of the 

"co rvee" or obligatory s e r v i c e s . Since then the position of Czech 

peasants has gradually improved . Rapid industr ia l izat ion in the Historic 

Lands also played an important ro le , because it re l ieved the p r e s s u r e 

of the f a rmer s on the land. 

The strength and prosper i ty of Czech peasants in the pre-1914 

period can be measured by the position of the Agra r i an Pa r ty and the 
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co-operat ive societ ies for the benefit of the smal l f a r m e r s . By 1908 

there were forty-five Agrar ian deputies in the Diet at Prague and five in 

the Imperia l Diet at Vienna. 

The whole t e r r i to ry of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia within the 

Habsburg Empire was 30, 624 square mi les and of that 12, 500, 000 a c r e s 

(63%) were farming land. Of this farming land approximately 10, 750, 00( 

a c r e s (86%) were owned and operated by smal l f a r m e r s and in addition 

750, 000 a c r e s (6%) were rented and cultivated by them. In the three 

provinces there were listed 17 6, 942 farms of five to twelve a c r e s and 

53 103, 592 fa rms of twelve to fifty a c r e s . In spite of the evident strength 

of Czech small landowners hip, the remaining latifundia in the Historic 

Provinces were a grievance to the majori ty of the people. They were 

largely owned by an alien nobility and worked by hired labour 

"deputatnici" and tenant f a r m e r s . 

After the collapse of the Centra l Powers in 1918, the dissolution 

of the Austro-Hungarian Empire followed and the Czechoslovak State, a 

democrat ic republic under an elected pres ident , T. G. Masaryk, was 

formed. 

The new government in Prague gave way to the genera l demand 

of the Czechs for land re form. The p rocess of redis t r ibut ion took a 

period of 18 y e a r s . The Land Office was created and a s e r i e s of 

Agrar ian Laws was put into effect. These dealt with: 

a) maximum legal size of es ta tes 

53 H. Wanklyn, Czechoslovakia, London, Phil ip, 1954, p . 230. 
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b) precedents for recipients of land 

c) compensation law for the former owners of 

expropriated land. 

54 Table IV shows the individual size groups of agr icu l tu ra l e s -

/ 55 tabl ishments in Czechoslovakia in 1930. Brdlik s t r e s s e s the fact that 

many large es ta tes had not entirely disappeared by the introduction of 

land re fo rm. In o rder to p r e se rve historical ly valuable buildings, pa rks , 

e t c . , much more than the legal maximum (of 250 hec ta res = 618 ac re s ) 

was left to some holders . 

Es ta tes in the study a r e a . - Es ta tes a r e distr ibuted throughout 

the a rea of our study, but their density va r i e s grea t ly . They a r e not as 

numerous in the mountain fringes of Czech lands as in the fert i le and 

agricul tural ly r ich a r e a s . 

On Map 1 the a r e a s , where the occurrence of es ta tes is signifi­

cant, a re marked with diagonal lines of colour 503. This overlaps the 

basic colour, which rep resen t s the predominant type of vi l lages in each 

respect ive a r e a . In Bohemia the es ta tes occur mainly in the a r e a s of 

hamlets with a square, in Moravia mostly in the regions of s t ree t , fork 

and ladder, and spindle-type vi l lages ; in Slovakia nea r spa Piegfany in 

the region of s t r ee t v i l l ages . 

In the par t of Poland which is shown on Map 1, a grea t number of 

es ta tes occurs west of Racibdrz on the r iver Odra and around Zgorzelec 

54 V. Brdlik, op. c i t . , p . 19. 

55 Idem, ib id . , p . 20. 
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Table IV. -

Indiv idua l Size G r o u p s of A g r i c u l t u r a l E s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
in C z e c h o s l o v a k i a in 1930 . 

Size 

0 - -

2 - -

5 - -

20 - -

over - -

g r o u p 

2 h e c t a r e s * 

5 h e c t a r e s 

20 h e c t a r e s 

100 h e c t a r e s 

100 h e c t a r e s 

Tota l 

N u m b e r 
of 

abso lu t e 

753 ,542 

444, 099 

391, 926 

46, 667 

5 ,075 

1, 641 ,309 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

in % 

4 5 . 9 

2 7 . 1 

2 3 . 9 

2 . 8 

0 . 3 

100 .0 

A r e a 
s 

in h e c t a r e s 

6 4 7 , 4 0 6 

1 ,587, 952 

3 , 9 4 3 , 102 

1, 448 , 652 

848, 598 

8 , 4 7 5 , 7 1 0 

in % 

7 . 6 

1 8 . 8 

4 6 . 5 

1 7 . 1 

1 0 . 0 

100 .0 

*1 h e c t a r e m 2 , 4 7 1 a c r e s 
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(Gorlitz) on the r iver Nysa Luzycka (Lausi tzer Neisse ) . 

Compact regions of es ta tes a r e not found frequently in the a rea of 

this study. In wes te rn Bohemia they prevai l in the region south of 

Domazlice, in southern Bohemia near Vodnany and Tabor, in Cent ra l 

Bohemia near Rakovnik and south of Mlada Boleslav, and in southern 

Moravia near Zidlochovice. 

3 . Cast les and F o r t r e s s Cast les in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . 

The map which accompanies this thesis shows the most important 

cas t les , monas te r i e s , large and minor for t ress cas t les or their ruins , 

which occur on the t e r r i t o ry of Bohemia, Moravia-Si les ia and wes te rn 

pa r t of Slovakia, which is also included in the study. They played an 

important role in the his tor ical , social and economic evolution of these 

lands and their direct connection with the evolution of ru ra l set t lements 

is evident. The study "Mapa hradu a zamku Ceskoslovenske republiky" 

served as a guide and i ts symbols were also used for the representa t ion 

of the above-mentioned features on our map . These cas t l e s , m o n a s ­

t e r i e s and fo r t r e s s cas t les a r e the finest monuments of Romanesque, 

ear ly or late Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque a rch i tec ture in Bohemian 

lands, and a re a typical feature of the Czech landscape. 

a) Staroslovanska hradis"te (» Ringburgen). - Some of them 

were founded as ear ly as at the t ime of f i rs t Slave set t lements in 

Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . They have been built for defensive 

56 Czechoslovakia, Ust redni Sprava Geodesie a Kartograf ie , 
Mapa hradu a zamku Ceskoslovenske republiky. P raha , 1959. 80 p. 
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purposes by Czech pr inces and gentry and situated very often on the p r o ­

montor ies within the r iver m e a n d e r s . Their outermost protect ion was a 

wide deep moat ; the ear th thrown up and inward from the moat formed 

a mound into which were sunk square pos t s , bound together to form a 

continuous stockade. Across the moat a drawbridge led up to an i ron 

gate, which protected a mass ive door in the cast le wall . In the cent re of 

this enclosure was placed the house of the m a s t e r , which in mos t cases 

had a form of a large square tower; around it, chapel, s torehouses , 

laundry, s e r v a n t s ' lodgings, e t c . , were situated. The building mate r ia l 

was originally wood, and by the 12th century - s tone. Ruins of cas t les 

Prctchen, southeast of Plzen, PHmda, near Tachov, and many others 

a re fine examples of ear ly Romanesque a rch i tec ture in Czech lands. 

Around these ear ly fo r t ress cas t les , peasants , free, half free 

or ser fs , built their vi l lages, living not in isolated homesteads , but for 

sa fe ty ' s sake close together within the walls of se t t l ements . They paid 

the i r lords an annual rent in products , labour or money for mi l i t a ry 

protect ion. Sometimes the lord was a bishop or abbot and large m o n a s ­

t e r i e s provided mi l i ta ry defense for the surrounding v i l l ages . Then the 

peasants paid an annual tithe or tenth of their production to the Church. 

b) Gothic ca s t l e s . - F r o m the middle of the 13th century 

Gothic cas t les were constructed from impregnable stones and with heavy 

fortifications and became mi l i t a ry bases for the nob leman ' s power 

against the enemy, somet imes his own king or t enan t s . The inacces s i ­

bility of these cas t les was s t ressed , as they a r e usually found on steep 

hills or cliffs, but somet imes they were built in the plain, by the r i v e r s 
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or ponds, which also offered protect ion. New set t lements developed 

around these Gothic cas t les inhabited by craf tsmen, merchan t s and 

peasan t s . Many monuments in Gothic style a r e sca t te red throughout the 

whole studied t e r r i t o r y . The most beautiful s t ruc ture of Gothic Prague 

is St. V i tus ' Cathedral , which dominates the mass ive group of " P r a z s k y 

h rad" (Prague Castle) buildings. 

To keep the peasants on the land and to make thei r labour profi t­

able to himself, the noble commuted the old feudal dues for money pay­

m e n t s , sold freedom to serfs who could pay for it, leased m o r e of the 

land to free peasants for a money renta l and hired free labour for the 

workshops on his e s t a t e . 

c) Renaissance ca s t l e s . - F r o m the beginning of the 16th 

century, with the a r r i v a l of new Renaissance culture and changes of so ­

cial and economic conditions, the medieval , inaccessible cas t les began 

to lose their impor tance . Devaluation of the silver cur rency took place, 

because the oversea discover ies opened the new r ich sources of s i lve r . 

The money payments which the Renaissance nobleman received from the 

peasants were simply not sufficient. He was obliged to es tabl ish es ta tes 

(popluzni dvory) on his proper ty and improve agr icu l tu ra l technique con­

s iderably . Therefore, it was more to his advantage to abandon the 

inaccess ible Gothic cas t les and to build Renaissance cas t les (in a new 

horizontal style) close to his es ta tes and v i l l ages . The cas t les of 

Lovosice, Zakupy, P re rov , Kvasice and Krnov a r e only a few examples 

of the beautiful Renaissance buildings on the t e r r i t o r y of Bohemia and 

Mo ravia- Sile s ia . 
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d) B a r o q u e c a s t l e s . - The 17th and 18th c e n t u r i e s p r o d u c e d i m ­

pos ing c a s t l e s and p a l a c e s of B a r o q u e a r c h i t e c t u r e , e r e c t e d m o s t l y by 

the new f o r e i g n - b o r n a r i s t o c r a c y . The c a s t l e s a t Doksy, Hof in , Hroby 

(Bohemia ) and HoleSov, Hodonin, U h e r s k y B r o d (Morav i a ) a r e i m p o s i n g 

m o n u m e n t s of t h i s p e r i o d . B a r o q u e P r a g u e of i n n u m e r a b l e p a l a c e s , 

c h u r c h e s and s t a t u e s is b e s t r e p r e s e n t e d by the C h u r c h of St . N i c o l a s , 

c o m p l e t e d in 1711 by C h r i s t o p h e r Dien tzenhofe r -

The a r i s t o c r a c y of the 19th c e n t u r y did not change the b a s i c 

B a r o q u e c a s t l e , but often r e b u i l t t h e m in p s e u d o - c l a s s i c o r p s e u d o -

Gothic s t y l e s . The h i s t o r i c a l evolut ion of c a s t l e s ended in the r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y y e a r 1848, wh ich b rough t i m p o r t a n t c h a n g e s for a l l n a t i o n s of 

C e n t r a l E u r o p e . 
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CHAPTER IV 

MAPS REPRESENTING THE TYPES AND DISTRIBUTION 

OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 

Although the problems of human establ ishments have been of 

great in te res t to geographers and his tor ians since ear ly t imes , the m o r e 

complex studies concerning their origin, types and distribution a r e of a 

fairly recent date. Consequently, the survey of the types of vi l lages in 

many countries is incomplete and maps , represent ing their distr ibution 

a re comparatively few. 

1. Maps of Rural Settlements in Europe. 

Most of the existing maps of European countries showing the 

types of r u r a l set t lements , a re of a small scale and therefore consider­

ably general ized. The t e r r i t o ry is usually divided into regions , showing 

the type of village predominant in each respect ive a r e a . Therefore , 

many types which occur as a minori ty, disappear from the map com­

pletely. Nevertheless each of these car tographic sources i s of grea t 

importance for the study of the set t lement geography. 

a) Small scale m a p s . - F r o m among the smal l scale maps , 

dealing with the problems and distribution of ru ra l se t t lements in Europe 

the following m e r i t special mention: 
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i) O. S c h l u t e r ' s 1 m a p , dea l ing wi th r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s of C e n t r a l 

E u r o p e . The m a p has a v e r y s m a l l s c a l e (1:12, 000, 000); 

i i) G. P r i n z ' s m a p , r e p r e s e n t i n g the d i s t r i b u t i o n of v i l l a g e s in 

Hunga ry be fo re the F i r s t W o r l d W a r , ( s ca l e 1:4, 000, 000); 

i i i ) S. L e n c e w i c z ' s m a p of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s i n Po land , a t a 

s c a l e of 1:5, 000, 000; 

iv) J . C v i j i c ' s m a p of the s e t t l e m e n t s in the B a l k a n P e n i n s u l a , 

v e r y m u c h g e n e r a l i z e d ( s ca l e 1 :10 ,000 ,000) , n e v e r t h e l e s s i m p o r t a n t for 

the study of s e t t l e m e n t g e o g r a p h y . 

H . T h o r p e Ts m a p , " R u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s wi th g r e e n s on the N o r t h 

E u r o p e a n P l a i n " , d e s e r v e s s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n . The sca l e of the m a p 

(1 i nch to 200 m i l e s a p p r o x . ) i n d i c a t e s tha t i t i s highly g e n e r a l i z e d . 

T h o r p e h imse l f c o n s i d e r s the m a p a s e s s e n t i a l l y p r o v i s i o n a l . As the 

t i t l e i n d i c a t e s , the a u t h o r d e a l s only wi th g r e e n v i l l a g e s , and his c l a s s i ­

f i ca t ion i s b a s e d on p r e s e n t - d a y f o r m of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s . He d i s t i n ­

g u i s h e s t h r e e m a j o r g roups of g r e e n v i l l a g e s : 

1. c i r c u l a r f o r m s 

1 O. S c h l u t e r , "Die F o r m e n d e r l and l i chen S ied lungen" , G e o g r . 
Z e i t s c h r i f t , 1900, p . 2 4 8 - 2 6 2 . 

2 G. P r i n z , " M a g y a r o r s z a g T e l e p u l ^ s f o r m a i , M a g y a r F o l d r a j z i 
E r t e k e z ^ s e k , III, B u d a p e s t , 1922 . 

3 S. L e n c e w i c z , K u r s Geograf j i P o l s k i , W a r s z a w a , 1922, p . 
290 -296 , Map p . 2 9 1 . 

4 J . Cvi j ic , La p e n i n s u l e B a l c a n i q u e , P a r i s , 1918, C h a p t e r XVI 

5 H. Tho rpe , "The G r e e n Vi l l age as a D i s t i n c t i v e F o r m of 
S e t t l e m e n t on the N o r t h E u r o p e a n P l a i n " , Bu l l e t i n de la Soc ie te B e i g e 
d ' E t u d e s G e o g r a p h i q u e s , Vol . 30, No . 1, 1961 , p . 9 3 - 1 3 4 , Map p . 9 5 . 
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2 . rectangular forms 

3. t r iangular forms 

4. open or incomplete fo rms . 

According to his classification, the Rundling and Sackgassendorf 

a r e the "c i rcu la r f o r m s " . The Broad Green Village (sPlatzdorf ss 

For tadorf * For te by) and the S t ree t -Green Village (»= Spindle-type « 

Angerdorf) belong to "rectangular f o r m s " . Villages with t r iangular 

greens - " t r iangular f o r m s " - which seldom a re found as regional c lus­

t e r s a r e t rea ted by Thorpe "merely as misshapen rectangular and c i r ­

cular f o r m s " . In the group of "open or incomplete f o r m s " he includes 

the following: 

i) Brink set t lements of Holland, which contain "one or more open 

spaces of var ied shape, but seldom does the g ra s sy a r ea with i ts present 
7 

sca t te r of t r e e s form a nucleus for the se t t lement" . 
Q 

ii) L 'habi ta t de re je t of Belgium - set t lements of loosely 

grouped fa rmsteads which developed on old waste around an open green 

(often a tr iangle) and in their ear ly stages had a strong pas to ra l econo­

my, associa ted with the rights of common grazing and the taking of 

t imber and peat for fuel. As population grew the use of arable land in­

c reased and was often regulated by the community as a whole. 

6 H. Thorpe, op. c i t . , p . 108. 

7 Idem, ib id . , p . 109. 1 

8 Idem, ib id . , p . 111. j 
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9 
iii) Marginal or pe r iphera l g r eens . - Villages and hamlets of 

this group, which Thorpe finds in nor theas t England, have an open g reen 

(sometimes two or more ) on the per iphery of the se t t lement . He also 

includes in this group former s t r e e t - g r e e n vi l lages , "whose s t r ip of 

green along the s t ree t h a d b e e n enclosed a s front g a r d e n s " . 

The method of hachuring was used for the car tographic r e p r e s e n ­

tation of the above-mentioned types on his map . Comparing T h o r p e ' s 

distribution of the "green v i l l ages" with the map of ru ra l set t lements of 

Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia (Map 1) we can find only an approximate 

coincidence. Thorpe shows the occur rence of c i rcu la r and rectangular 

forms as a continuous, c rescen t shaped belt, reaching from nor thwester I 

to southwestern Bohemia, continuing further west and north along the 

Main, Saale and Elbe r i v e r s . Due to the extensive generalizat ion, the 

types of chain and row vi l lages , which a re numerous in the above-

mentioned a rea , disappear completely. 

Zaborski*s maps of r u r a l set t lements in Poland and Cent ra l 

Europe deserve special at tention. The map "Rozmieszczenie typow 

wsi w Po l sce" shows the distr ibution of the types of vil lages in Poland 

in 1926, and although at a scale of 1:2, 765,000, it is the f i rs t map of 

ru ra l set t lement in Poland done at a comparatively large s ca l e . It i s 

9 Idem, ib id . , p . 112-115. 

10 Idem, ib id . , p . 112. 

11 B . Zaborski , Uber Dorfformen in Polen und ihre Verbrei tung 
(O ksztat tach wsi w Polsce i ich rozmieszczeniu) , Wroclaw, Usteuropa-
Institut, 1930, 112 p . 
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general ized only to a degree so a s not to d is tor t the t rue pic ture of the 

distribution of the various types of v i l l ages . Sixteen different types of 

r u r a l se t t lements a r e p resen ted . Regions a r e outlined where one of the 

types predominates and a r e shown by a colour chosen for the respect ive 

type. The types which a r e not too widespread, but never the less of spe­

cial importance (rundling, round vil lage, regular vil lage, village with a 

square) , a r e not shown in colour , but with special symbols . The map 

gives a very c lear picture of the distr ibution of the village forms, and 

it was an important guide for prepar ing the map of r u r a l set t lements in 

Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia , presented in this study. 

Z a b o r s k i ' s other map "Rozmieszczenie typ6w wsi w Europie 

^rodkowej na pocza.tku XIX w. " in spite of the smal l scale of 1:12, 000,00 ) 

very clear ly shows the distr ibution of the types of vi l lages in Cent ra l 

Europe at the beginning of the 19th century and in Lithuania and Estonia 

at the end of the 19th century. The comparison of these two maps i l l u s ­

t r a t e s t o w h a t degree the forms of r u r a l se t t lements changed due to the 

economic and social reforms of the 19th century. 

b) Maps of l a rge r s c a l e . - There a r e also some maps of l a rge r 

scale, which usually deal with a smal le r t e r r i t o r y and therefore can 

give a more detailed and p rec i se pic ture of the occurrence and d i s t r ibu­

tion of the se t t l ements . In these maps a symbol sys tem is usually used 

to r ep resen t the different t ypes . As an example can be mentioned the 

12 B . Zaborski , op . c i t . 
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13 
m a p of M. B i skup (sca le 1:300, 000) which p r e s e n t s the n u m b e r and 

ex ten t of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s b a s e d on P o l i s h law in P o m o r z e Gdansk ie in 

the f i r s t half of the 15th cen tu ry , when the domina t ion of the Teu ton ic 

Knights in tha t a r e a w a s on a d e c l i n e . The a u t h o r d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h r e e 

b a s i c types of s e t t l e m e n t s , belonging to t h r e e d i f fe ren t k inds of o w n e r s : 

1. S e t t l e m e n t s fo rming the p r o p e r t y of the Teu ton ic O r d e r 

2 . S e t t l e m e n t s fo rming the p r o p e r t y of the g e n t r y ( sub jec t 

to e i t h e r P o l i s h o r G e r m a n laws) 

3 . S e t t l e m e n t s belonging to C h u r c h i n s t i t u t i ons - m a i n l y 

c l o i s t e r s . 

On the m a p a l l s e t t l e m e n t s a r e shown, being r e p r e s e n t e d wi th d i f ferent 

s y m b o l s . 

Ano the r example is the m a p of M. K i e f c z e w s k a - Z a l e s k a "Mapa 

14 ksz ta l t6w w s i P o m o r z a Gdariskiego w z m i a n k o w a n y c h w koricu XV w. " 

which dea l s wi th the p lans of v i l l a g e s of P o m o r z e Gdansk ie a t the end of 

the 15th c e n t u r y . The a u t h o r s e l e c t s fifteen d i f ferent t ypes of r u r a l 

s e t t l e m e n t s which a r e shown by use of d i f ferent s y m b o l s . The m a p 

( sca le 1:300, 000) g ives a c l e a r and de t a i l ed p i c t u r e of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

v i l l a g e s and it i s not o v e r c r o w d e d wi th s y m b o l s . 

13 M . B i skup , " O s a d y na p r a w i e p o l s k i m na P o m o r z u Gdar i sk im 
w p i e r w s z e j polowie XV wieku" , P r a c e G e o g r a f i c z n e , N o . 5, 1956, 
p . 181 -224 . 

14 M. K i e l c z e w s k a Z a l e s k a , "O pows tan iu i p r z e o b r a z a n i u 
ksz ta l tow w s i P o m o r z a Gdar isk iego" , P r a c e G e o g r a f i c z n e , No . 5, 1956, 
p . 9 - 1 7 8 . 
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The map of A. Klaar "Fo rmen der bauerl ichen Siedlungen in 

15 

Niede ros t e r re i ch" (scale 1:500,000) p resen t s seventeen different types 

of v i l lages , also represen ted by a symbol sys tem. In addition, the 

author indicates the a r ea s of d ispersed set t lements with ve r t i ca l l ines, 

and the a r e a s with sca t te red fa rmsteads .of more recent origin with dot­

ted horizontal l ines . Although this map gives a detailed pic ture of the 

distribution of ru ra l set t lements in that a r ea , never the less it seems to 

be heavily burdened with numerous symbols . 

2 . Maps of Rural Sett lements in Czechoslovakia. 

As already mentioned, the maps dealing with this problem a r e 

very r a r e . Laznicka was the f i r s t Czech geographer who undertook 

the laborious task of present ing a map which shows the distr ibution of 

different types of vil lages on the whole t e r r i to ry of Czechoslovakia. He 

chose the hachuring method for i t s car tographic represen ta t ion . 

His map of ru ra l set t lements in Moravia "Typy rolnickjrch v s i na 

Morave" at a scale of 1:750,000 shows six different types of v i l lages , 

each one being represented by different hachuring symbols (horizontal, 

ve r t i ca l and diagonal l ines, full or in te rmi t ten t ) . 

15 Verein fur Landeskunde von NiederSs te r re ich und Wien, 
Atlas von NiederSs ter re ich , Wien, Freytag - Berndt, 1952, 20 m a p s . 

16 Z . Laznicka, Typy venkovske'ho os id l en ina Morave, Brno , 
Ceskoslovenska Spolecnost Zemepisna, 1946, 57 p . 

, "Typy venkovskeho osidleni v Ceskoslovensku", Acta 
Academiae Scient iarum Cechoslovenicae Bas is Brunensis , Vol. 28, No. 
\ 1956, p . 9b-134. 
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He mentions two other maps , which he used as sources in the 

17 -
preparat ion of his work: Maydel l ' s "Die Siedlungsformen M a h r e n s " 

18 
and K l a a r f s "Die Siedlungsformenkarte der Reichsgaue Wien, 

Karnten, Niederdonau, Oberdonau e t c " . 

In the legend of LctznickaTs map a short descript ion of the c h a r a c ­

te r i s t i c field division is added to each type of r u r a l set t lement so that 

the map rep resen t s very roughly the distr ibution of the f ields. 

It seems that the general izat ion of his map was too ex t r eme . By 

showing - hamlets with a square , spindle-type vi l lages , s t ree t and 

mul t i s t ree t vil lages with field divisions of "Gewannflur", 

"Blockgewannflur", "Blockflur" and "Gelangeflur" as one type, using 

the same symbol for all of them, he dis tor ts to a cer ta in degree the t rue 

picture of the distr ibution of the ru ra l set t lements and their field division i. 

La.znicka Is second map "Typy venkovskeho osidleni v 

Ceskoslovensku" (Types of ru ra l set t lements in Czechoslovakia) , covers 

the whole t e r r i t o ry of the state except the Carpathian Ruthenia, which 

was annexed by the Soviet Union in June, 1945. 

As he mentions the re were only a few car tographic sources avail­

able as a basis for his work: Dobe r sky ' s map "Sett lements of 

17 K. Maydell, "Die Siedlungsformen Mahrens" , Bbhmen u. 
Mahren, 1940, p . 242. 

18 A. Klaar , "Die Siedlungsformenkarte der Reichsgaue Wien . . , 
e t c . " , Wien, 1942. 

19 Z . Laznicka, op . c i t . , p . 126. 

20 J . Dobersky, "Osidleni severovychodnich Cech" Sbornik 
f^pgl fna lnvpnal f^ S p n l e c n n s t i Z f t m g p i s n e . 1 9 5 6 . P. 2 6 , 9 1 . 
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nor theas tern Bohemia1 ' , which covers only a pa r t of Bohemia; for the 

t e r r i t o ry of Moravia, Laznicka used his own, previously-ment ioned map 

21 For Slovakia he could compare his study with the P r i n z ' s map and 

F e k e t e ' s work. 

Laznicka distinguishes eight different types of vi l lages in his map, 

using again the sys tem of hachuring for their car tographic r ep re sen t a t i o i , 

as on his map of Moravia . Intermingling of different types is shown by 

the overlapping of different hachuring symbols . The map a lso shows the 

outline of a r ea s of old se t t lements on the Czechoslovakian t e r r i t o r y . 

Both L i z n i c k a ' s maps a r e very valuable contributions to r e s e a r c h in the 

field of set t lement geography, 
22 

F e k e t e ' s map "Typy viedieckeho osidlenia na Slovensku" 

p resen t s the distribution of different types of vi l lages in Slovakia. The 

map was originally made at a scale of 1:400, 000, and different symbols 

used for each type of vi l lage. Fekete dist inguishes twelve different 

types of r u r a l set t lements and uses the following pr inciples for their 

representa t ion: where m o r e types in one region a r e in te rmixed , each 

one is shown with its respect ive symbol; in regions where a single type 

is c lear ly predominant only one corresponding symbol is shown. Regions 

of sca t te red farmsteads appear as heavily dotted a r e a s . 

F e k e t e ' s map is not too genera l ized and it is an impor tant 

21 G. Pr inz , "Die Siedlungsformen Ungarns" , Ungar, 
Jahrbiicher, Vol. 4, Ber l in 1924, p . 127, 335. 

22 S. Fekete , "Siedlungsformenkarte der Slowakei", Geographic i 
Helvetica, Vol. 3, No. 1, 1948, p . 114-117. 
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contribution to the r e s e a r c h on r u r a l se t t l ements . Never the less , in the 

a r ea s where more types in termingle , the overcrowded symbols give the 

impress ion of an ex t reme accumulat ion. 

3 . Map of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia , Showing the Dis t r ibu t io i 

of the Types of Rural Set t lements . 

The map which accompanies this study shows the distr ibution of 

r u r a l set t lements on the t e r r i t o r i e s of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia and 

also the adjacent pa r t s of Slovakia, Poland, Austr ia , West and East 

Germany . 

Rural set t lement, as does every geographical phenomenon, 

pos se s se s a spatial dimension. It includes not only the ground plan of 

the vi l lage, but the fields and field roads as wel l . A map showing the 

distribution of ru ra l set t lements should avoid the represen ta t ion of types 

by symbols only, and leave empty, unmarked spaces between them. The 

method of colour patch, by which the a r e a s of different types areout l inec 

and coloured by corresponding colour, seems to be the mos t appropr i a t e . 

a) Method used for the map of r u r a l set t lements in this s tudy. -

The scale of the presented map is 1:750, 000. Fo r the base the sheets 

B , B , C , C , C from the "General Map of Middle Europe" were 

used. These maps , published by Bundesamt fur Eich-und Vermes sungs-

wesen in Wien (formerly by the Aust r ian Kar tographisches Institut) and 

Vojensky zemepisny ustav in P raha , a r e made in a Bonne project ion at 

a scale of 1:750,000. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

MAPS OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS 114 

On this base map the grid of the degrees of latitude, a t the i n t e r ­

val of 15 minutes , and of the degrees of longitude, at the in terval of 30 

minutes, was const ructed. The mer id ians shown a r e based on F e r r o , 

which is 17°39 I 57" west of Greenwich. In this way the a r ea of study was 

divided into 113 t rapezoids , each one corresponding to one sheet of the 

"Spezialkar te" at a scale of 1:75, 000. 

All these sheets were available for the study and were subjected 

to close examination. According to the classification of r u r a l se t t l e ­

ments , used in the thes is presented, every vi l lage, hamlet* sca t te red 

fa rmstead and estate was marked on each sheet by a colour chosen for 

the respect ive type. 

Aftewards, the general izat ion was done, so that the regions were 

outlined and marked with the number of the corresponding colour of the 

prevail ing type of se t t lement . The generalization was done only to such 

a degree that the types which a re in the minori ty in cer ta in regions, a r e 

a lso shown as smal l regions , especially where the rundlings, round v i l ­

lages, regular vil lages and es ta tes a re concerned. 

These outlined regions were t r ans fe r red from the special maps 

onto the base map and filled in with a corresponding colour. The map 

presen ts seventeen various types of ru ra l se t t lements , each one shown 

with a different colour. 

In a r ea s where two prevail ing types in termingle to such a degree 

that the outline of each type was not pract ical ly possible , the colour of 

the predominant type is used as a base for the a r ea in question and the 

other significant type is represented by differently coloured diagonal 
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lines, which overlap the basic colour. When the in termixed types occur 

in approximately the same density, diagonal lines of the same width of 

the two corresponding colours a r e used . 

Scattered fa rms teads , which occur most ly in forested a r e a s and 

regions of the chain vi l lages , a re shown as dots of the colour chosen for 

scat tered f a rms t eads . The internationally known spas , the seasonal 

activity of which is important for the economy of the country, a re also 

represen ted on the m a p . Larger forested a r e a s , especial ly in the highe] 

mountains bordering the Czech lands, where the r u r a l se t t lements a r e 

very r a r e if not pract ical ly miss ing , a r e also outlined and shown with a 

grey colour. 

The map was done independently of Laznic'ka*s study, therefore 

the comparison of both maps p resen t s some interest ing r e s u l t s . The 

differences, which occur in the above-mentioned maps , a r e caused 

mainly by the use of different c r i t e r i a according to which the types were 

selected, and different methods used for thei r represen ta t ion and d i s t r i ­

bution. These factors were d iscussed in the previous paragraphs of 

this t h e s i s . The fact that Laznicka* s map is general ized to a much 

g rea te r degree than the presented map of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia 

plays also an important ro le . 

Most significant is the close s imi lar i ty in the representa t ion of 

the types of old set t lements on both m a p s . Laznicka 1 s outline of the 

a r e a with these types (Map 13), coincides approximately with the 

23 Z . Laznicka, op. ci t . 
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occurrence of rundlings, round vi l lages , fork and ladder- type, s t ree t , 

mult is t reet and spindle-type vi l lages on Map 1. According to the c l a s s i ­

fication applied in this study they belong to Group I, which includes the 

types of old se t t l ements . 

b) Comparison of the distribution of ru ra l set t lements in the 

neighbouring t e r r i t o r i e s . - Map 1 extends pas t the state boundaries of 

Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia , covering the adjacent a r e a s of the neigh­

bouring count r ies . It c lear ly shows that the regions of different types of 

villages reach from one country into the other, r ega rd l e s s of the polit ica 

divis ions. For some a reas the maps of other au thors , dealing with the 

same problem, a r e available for comparison; in other sections the 

presented map is the only sou rce . 

i) Poland. - ZaborskiTs map of the r u r a l se t t lements , r e p r e ­

senting Poland in its pre-1945 boundaries , shares only a smal l par t of 

t e r r i t o ry with the map presented in this study. Never the less , it can be 

observed that the regions of chain vil lages and sca t te red farmsteads in 

the Carpathians , as well as the regions of fork and ladder- type and 

mul t i s t ree t vi l lages between Moravska Ostrava and Racibdrz, a re not 

in terrupted by the state boundary. On the contrary, they continue as un­

broken units from Moravian-Silesian t e r r i t o r y into Poland. 

No recent ly published map of r u r a l se t t lements in Poland was 

available during the r e s e a r c h done for this study. Never the less , the ex­

tension of the map of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia past the state 

24 B . Zaborski , op. c i t . 
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boundary shows the distr ibution of r u r a l se t t lements in the neighbouring 

pa r t of Pol ish Si les ia . There a r e extensive regions with prevail ing chair 

vil lages (typical, less typical and developed) on both sides of the Sudetes 

r anges . It was possible to confirm this observat ion by a comparison 

with Zaborsk i 1 s map of ru ra l set t lements in Central Europe at the be-

25 ginning of the 19th century, which also shows the wide belt of chain 

vil lages (Waldhufendorfer) along both sides of the mountainous Bohemian 

bo rde r . 

ii) Slovakia. - Extension of Map 1 also presents the dis t r ibu­

tion of ru ra l set t lements in wes te rn and nor thwestern Slovakia - t e r r i t o r y 

adjacent to Mor avian-Silesian borde r . The Little Carpathians , White 

Carpathians, Javorniky and Beskyd ranges seem to be no b a r r i e r to the 

spreading of the same types of set t lements a c r o s s the b o r d e r . On both 

sides of these highlands, in Moravia-Si lesia as well as in Slovakia 

s t re tch continuous regions of chain vi l lages, sca t te red fa rmsteads and 

row v i l l ages . In the south, where the Morava r ive r forms the Czech-

Slovak boundary, the fork and ladder-type vil lages a r e predominant , 

forming an extensive region, which reaches from "Moravske Slovacko" 

into Slovakia and Aus t r i a . 

25 Idem, ibid. 

26 The name of Moravske Slovacko is often given to the south­
eas t e rn pa r t of Moravia . Here, the inhabitants p r e s e r v e d the i r c h a r a c ­
te r i s t i c folklore, expressed in a wide var ie ty of folk cos tumes , e m b r o i ­
dery, domestic a rch i tec tu re , painting, c e r a m i c s , mus ic , song and 
dances . Every village of this region has its own colorful c h a r a c t e r . 
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Comparing the pa r t of Slovakia represented on Map 1 with 
27 

Feke te 1 s study, only slight var ia t ions in the distr ibution of r u r a l 

set t lements on both maps can be found. They a re again due to a differen 

method of representa t ion and a different c lassif icat ion. Fekete does not 

distinguish the fork and ladder- type vil lages as a separa te type. Con­

sequently, the large regions of this type which occur around Myjava and 

in the valley of the r iver Vah, a r e represen ted on his map as a r e a s with 

prevailing mul t i s t ree t v i l l ages . 

iii) Aus t r ia . - The discussed map of Bohemia and Moravia-

Silesia also includes the nor thern par t of Austr ia , extending from 

Czechoslovakian border to the 48°30 r N. lat i tude. Its wes te rn par t , a 

forested and mountainous country known as Upper Austr ia , is cha rac ­

te r ized by row vil lages, sca t te red farmsteads and hamle ts . These types 

form continuous regions, which reach from southern Bohemia into 

Austr ian t e r r i t o r y . 

Fur ther east - in the pa r t of Lower Austr ia - in the valley of 

r iver Thaya the spindle-type, intermingled with s t ree t v i l lages , is p r e ­

dominant. It is a continuation of an extensive region of spindle-type v i l ­

lages, extending from Bohemia and Moravia past the state boundaries 

into Aus t r i a . Fur the r south, around the city Horn, hamle ts , s t r ee t 

hamlets and hamlets with a square , a r e the prevail ing types of r u r a l 

se t t l ements . 

In the Vienna Basin, which is a loess and a l luvium-covered 

27 S. Fekete , op. c i t . , p . 115. 
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southward continuation of the Moravian depression with rich, farming 

lands, the fork and ladder-type villages form a compact area. This re­

gion is also an extension of the same types of rural settlements which 

prevalently occur in the fertile Moravian lowlands. In Austria, as well 

as in Moravia-Silesia the fork and ladder-type villages intermingle with 

street and multistreet villages. There are quite extensive regions of 

multistreet villages around Hollabrunn and Mistelbach. 

By comparing the distribution of rural settlements on the map of 

28 Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia with Klaar ts map of "Formen der 

ba.uerlich.en Siedlungen in Niederosterreich" (scale 1:500,000), the 

following conclusions were reached: 

1. The occurrence of row villages and scattered farmsteads 

coincides very closely on both maps. 

2. The extension of the area with younger settlements follows 

nearly the same line. 

3. Nevertheless, some differences can be noted. For example, 

the region with fork and ladder-type villages on the map of Bohemia and 

Moravia-Silesia is much more compact than the one on Klaarrs map. 

This is due mostly to the different classification used by both authors 

and also to the larger degree of generalization of the map presented in 

this study which, covering a much larger territory, is made at a smalle 

scale. 

iv) Germany. - The map of the types of rural settlements 

28 Atlas von Niederosterreich, op. cit., Map 1. 
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deal ing wi th G e r m a n t e r r i t o r y only, w a s no t a v a i l a b l e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

ex t ens ion of the m a p of B o h e m i a and M o r a v i a - S i l e s i a p a s t the 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n s t a t e b o u n d a r y into G e r m a n y , of fers a t l e a s t a p i c t u r e 

of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s in the n a r r o w f r o n t i e r be l t of 

E a s t and Wes t G e r m a n y . 

The s o u t h w e s t e r n m o u n t a i n f r o n t i e r of B o h e m i a c o n s i s t s of 

Sumava Mounta ins and B o h e m i a n F o r e s t , heav i ly f o r e s t e d m o u n t a i n o u s 

r a n g e s , p a r a l l e l to the B a y e r i s c h e r Wald, wh ich l i e s beyond t h e f r o n t i e r 

in W e s t G e r m a n y ( B a v a r i a ) . The m a p p r e s e n t s h e r e a m o s a i c of s m a l l e : 

r e g i o n s , showing the o c c u r r e n c e of s c a t t e r e d f a r m s t e a d s , h a m l e t s and 

cha in v i l l a g e s , which a r e the p r e d o m i n a n t t y p e s , r e a c h i n g f r o m one 

t e r r i t o r y into the o t h e r . H e r e and t h e r e a l s o a r e found s m a l l r e g i o n s 

w i th p r e v a i l i n g fork and l a d d e r - t y p e and m u l t i s t r e e t v i l l a g e s , but t h e s e 

a r e in a def in i te m i n o r i t y . 

In the n o r t h w e s t , the b o r d e r l a n d b e t w e e n B o h e m i a and E a s t 

G e r m a n y i s f o r m e d by the i m p r e s s i v e K r u s n e Hory (Ore M o u n t a i n s ) . 

Al though the c o m m u n i c a t i o n a c r o s s the K r u s n e Hory w a s difficult in 

m e d i e v a l t i m e s , the p a t t e r n of the r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s i s the s a m e on both 

s i d e s of the m o u n t a i n o u s r a n g e s . T h e r e a r e e x t e n s i v e r e g i o n s of cha in 

v i l l a g e s ( typica l , l e s s t y p i c a l and deve loped) i n t e r r u p t e d by o c c u r r e n c e 

of row v i l l a g e s and to a s m a l l e r d e g r e e by s c a t t e r e d f a r m s t e a d s . 

The s a n d s t o n e h igh lands of p i c t u r e s q u e L u z i c k e h o r y ( L a u s i t z 

G e b i r g e ) divide n o r t h e r n B o h e m i a f r o m the U p p e r L u s a t i a n p a r t of 

G e r m a n y . H e r e , l a r g e r e g i o n s of c h a i n v i l l a g e s and h a m l e t s r e p r e s e n t 

the t ypes of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s in both c o u n t r i e s . 
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It has to be s t r e s sed that the map which is presented in this 

study, was p repa red independently of the maps of other authors con­

cerned with the same p rob l ems . The resu l t s of the compar ison with 

their works reveal cer ta in differences (discussed in the previous p a r a ­

graphs) , which can be explained by different methods and approaches 

used in the r e s e a r c h . 

Map 1 also served as a source for the compilation of a "Synthetic 

map of the types of r u r a l se t t lements in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia" , 

presented in this study (Map 14). The la t ter was general ized to a 

g rea te r extent; however, it st i l l gives a c lear picture of the main types 

of vi l lages in Czech lands and par ts of the adjacent t e r r i t o r i e s . 
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CHAPTER V 

INFLUENCE OF GEOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIAL FACTORS 

ON THE RURAL SETTLEMENTS 

1. Influence of Geographical Fac to r s on Rural Set t lements . 

Each human se t t lement i s a resul t of social p roce s se s which take 

place in a par t icu lar epoch and in cer ta in conditions of na tura l environ­

ment . Therefore, g rea t attention should be paid to the main fac tors , 

such as the physiographic and the socia l . 

The relat ionship between the na tura l vegetation cover and the old 

set t lements has previously been d i scussed . In open, cultivated a r e a s , 

the se t t l e r s chose the settling places which seemed to be the mos t favour­

able for them in every r e s p e c t . Relief, water and soil types were c e r ­

tainly of undisputable impor tance . 

a) Relationship to so i l . - Fo r the pr imit ive type of farming in 

Neolithic and ear ly his tor ic t imes 9 the heavy loamy soils were not too 

sui table . The se t t l e r s natural ly p re fe r r ed types of soils which r equ i red 

less effort for cultivation, such a s chernozems , loess and sandy so i l s . 

Some geographers ( e . g . , Ratzel , Brunhes) a r e of the opinion 

that the regions with ferti le soils a r e charac te r i zed by the types of nu­

cleated, condensed vi l lages , whereas the poor, especial ly mountain 

soils, a r e covered with d i spersed se t t l ements . Others , as Gradmann, 

Laznicka, Rikovsky, Zaborski , a r e against the overemphasizing of the 
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influence of soil types on the shape of r u r a l se t t l ements . It is felt here 

that it would be of great in te res t to compare the extent of different types 

of vil lages in Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia (Maps 1 and 14) with the 

t e r r i t o r i a l extension of soil types (Map 5). 

The most fertile soils a re found in the Bohemian and Moravian 

lowlands - a r e a s of degraded chernozem soil formed on loess - and 

s t r ips of alluvium in the valleys of the Labe, Morava and Dyje r i v e r s . 

In Bohemia the a rea is south and west of the Labe, between Li tomerice 

in the north and Caslav in the eas t . In Moravia these ferti le soils form 

a tr iangle between Brno, Olomouc and Bfeclav. Maps 1 and 14 show 

that in the above-mentioned a r e a s the s t ree t , mul t i s t ree t , spindle-type 

and fork and ladder-type vil lages a r e predominant . The fact that the 

s t ree t and fork and ladder- type vi l lages also occur in the alluvium of 

the Upper Odra valley cannot be overlooked. 

The a reas of degraded chernozems a r e surrounded by an i r r e g u ­

lar belt of brown forest soils, which in Bohemia as well as Moravia, ex­

tend up the r i ve r val leys, penetrat ing the belt of podzols . This is 

noticeable mainly in the Vltava, Berounka, Ohfe, Svratka and Svitava 

va l leys . These a r e a s coincide approximately with the occur rence of the 

nucleated types, also including rundlings and round v i l l ages . Hamlets 

with a square a r e very numerous mainly in the Bohemian t e r r i t o r y . 

Podzols cover large a r e a s in Bohemia, the per iphery of Moravia 

and a g rea t e r pa r t of Silesia, and coincide approximately with the a r e a s 

of prevail ing hamlets , chain and row vil lages on the maps of r u r a l 

set t lements of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . I 
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The higher pa r t s of the bordering highlands in Bohemia show an 

a lmost continuous ring of poor mountain so i l s . These also occur at 

in tervals on the main r idges of the Moravian Heights and White 

Carpa th ians . These regions, when sett led at al l , show mainly the types 

of row vi l lages , some chain vil lages and sca t te red fa rms teads , the latte: 

especially typical in the White Carpa th ians . 

b) Relationship to water and landscape. - Water and landscape 

a r e other factors which played a very important role in shaping the plans 

of vi l lages, and in influencing their topographic posit ion. It is very dif­

ficult to deal separately with these influential factors which a r e in te r ­

re la ted very closely. 

It is a genera l rule for the r u r a l se t t lements of Centra l Europe 

to be found in the proximity of a r iver or a s t r e a m . Fo r this reason the 

peasants p re fe r red to build their set t lements in the val leys , hollows and 

lower pa r t s of the slopes, to be near flowing wa te r . To the contrary , in 

the mar shy regions, set t lements spread on highly elevated, flat topped 

h i l l s . In the lower p a r t s of the " thalwegs" the violent floods of unem-

banked r i v e r s acted in r e s t r a in t of se t t l ements . This often brought the 

human habitation to the r iver t e r r a c e s , always above the flood danger 

level. 

Generally, the approximate relat ionship of the se t t lements to 

water and landscape can be expressed as follows: the old se t t lements 

with an agglomerated ground plan show an inclination to settle in the 

possibly lowest flat lands; mul t i s t ree t , s t ree t , and fork and ladder- type 

vil lages a r e the mos t frequent types . However, they a r e always situatec 
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above the wet grounds and flood danger level . The place, mos t suitable 

for set t lements is often a level, elongated belt, which forms the boundary 

between the wet grounds and the plateau. When this nar row belt occurs 

around a lake or on a r iver meander , c i rcu la r or spindle-type vi l lages 

often develop. 

In hilly and mountainous land, r ich in spr ings, it is not necessary 

for human set t lements to concentrate ; here, other types of vi l lages, 

such as hamlets , loose mul t i s t ree t vi l lages, row vil lages and sca t te red 

fa rmsteads a re quite common. These belong to the young se t t l ements . 

The distribution of vil lages in Czech lands confirms roughly the 

above-mentioned conclusions. The pat tern of human set t lements is 

str iking; the grouping of large vil lages on the r ich plains of Bohemia am 

Moravia-Si les ia and the isolation and d i spe rsa l of dwellings in the 

Sumava, Ore Mountains, Krkonos'e and White Carpathians can be observed. 

Between these two ex t r eme types there occur the in termedia te 

types such as hamlets , which a r e very frequent, especial ly in the hilly 

t e r r a in s of cent ra l Bohemia. Another type, the chain vil lage, is a lso 

frequently found in the bordering highlands of Bohemia and Moravia-

Silesia . These chain vi l lages par t ly r e semble the s t ree t vi l lages with 

thei r elongated plan, but belong to the group of younger se t t lements , 

being introduced to Czech lands f i r s t in the 12th century with the Germar 

colonization. 

Even though par t i cu la r types of vi l lages a r e predominant in c e r ­

tain physiographic regions, no one p a r t of the t e r r i t o r y p o s s e s s e s a 

single type of set t lement ; the set t lements a r i s e most frequently from 
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the a s s o c i a t i o n of m a n y d i f fe ren t f a c t o r s . 

c) R e l a t i o n s h i p to sun and w i n d . - The in f luence of t h e s e f a c t o r s 

on human s e t t l e m e n t s a l though not so s t r i k i n g , n e v e r t h e l e s s cannot be 

ove r looked - e s p e c i a l l y in the m o u n t a i n o u s r e g i o n s . 

In a l l E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s m a n s e e k s the sun, and the house 
i s , if p o s s i b l e , o r i e n t e d to r e c e i v e the r a y s of the r i s i n g s u n . 
But though s ing le h o u s e s (. . . ) c an and do a l m o s t a l l of t h e m 
t u r n t o w a r d the sun, the p r o b l e m i s not qui te the s a m e , w h e n 
the h o u s e s a r e bui l t i n g r o u p s ; h e r e the s t r e e t or r o a d often 
p l a y s the d e c i s i v e p a r t and the house f a c e s the h ighway - r o a d o r 
s t r e e t - i n s t e a d of the s u n . 

To the c o n t r a r y , in the r e g i o n s of s c a t t e r e d f a r m s t e a d s , t h e r e i s 

a r e m a r k a b l e d i f fe rence in the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the dwe l l ings b e t w e e n the 

sunny and shady s ide of the s l o p e s , e v e n if they a r e of a l m o s t e q u a l 

s t e e p n e s s . The s l o p e s , wh ich a r e m o r e e x p o s e d to the sun , a r e u s u a l l y 

m o r e d e n s e l y s e t t l e d . 

The s lopes exposed to f r equen t heavy winds a r e not f avou rab l e to 

human h a b i t a t i o n . To ob ta in p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t t h i s u n d e s i r a b l e f a c t o r , 

m a n often s e t t l e d in the k e t t l e - s h a p e d ho l lows (Sch l ' u t e r I s " N e s t l a g e " ) o r 

in the s i d e - v a l l e y s . 

Al l t h e s e e x a m p l e s s e e m to d e m o n s t r a t e the fact t h a t the d i s t r i ­

but ion of d i f ferent t ypes of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s i s in f luenced to a c e r t a i n 

d e g r e e by the r e g i o n i t se l f . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t would not be c o r r e c t to 

m a k e a g e n e r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n dependen t upon p h y s i o g r a p h i c f a c t o r s o n l y . 

1 J . B r u n h e s , H u m a n G e o g r a p h y , London, H a r r a p , 1952, 

p . 6 3 . 
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2. Influence of Social Fac to r s on Rural Set t lements . 

The r u r a l set t lements a re l i teral ly the work of men; consequently 

the str ict ly human factors , which affect their location and types a r e of 

great impor tance . Europe - and Central Europe especial ly - offers a 

very complex picture of ru ra l habitations; fo rms , which a r e expressions 

of social and somet imes even ethnic differences a r e here often found 

side by s ide . 

a) Influence of t radi t ion and social organizat ion. - In long se ­

quence of his tor ical events, human establ ishments succeeded in a l ter ing 

natural conditions. Heights have been t e r raced , wet ground drained, 

deciduous and la ter coniferous forests c leared . Even the mountain 

slopes have been exploited for pas tora l pu rpose s . Each of these con­

quests induced new agr icu l tura l methods and special types of r u r a l econ­

omy. 

Necessi ty for cooperation, such as driving of wells and p r e p a r a ­

tion of the environment to make it favourable to c rops , led to concentra­

tion of farm houses and thus the nucleated vil lage, the only common 

meeting ground of the cul t ivators , was formed. 

These c lus tered vil lages were not c rea ted everywhere . Where 

dissected topography and abundance of springs occurred , and it was not 

necessa ry to collect in groups, habitations sca t t e red . The groups of 

inhabitants consisted either of a single family, or a few neighbours, 

often connected by family t i e s . An entirely different type of agr icu l tu re , 

charac te r ized by tiny fields with diversi ty of crops and another mode of 
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life, s emi -agr i cu l tu ra l and s emi -pas to r a l , dist inguishes these sca t t e red 

set t lements from clus tered (condensed) v i l l ages . 

Their mode of life i s usually deeply rooted and is as much a 

mat te r of environment as of manners and cus toms . Some se t t lement 

2 

geographers* as P . Vidal de la Blache, s t r e s s its tenacity and connec­

tion with the social conceptions of ce r ta in ethnic g roups . Scat tered 

fa rmsteads of Valassko in Moravia and the individual cha rac t e r of their 

inhabitants can confirm his opinion to a cer ta in deg ree . 

i) Rights of inher i tance . - P rac t ice and rules of dividing the 

land between the he i r s cer ta inly were not without influence on the devel­

opment of v i l l ages . 

If al l children were entitled to be he i r s , the hamlets may have 

developed from isolated f a rms teads . On the con t ra ry , if only the oldest 

son could become a heir , then the or iginal form of r u r a l set t lement 

might have been p r e s e r v e d . 

ii) Size of agr icul tura l es tab l i shments . - It seems na tura l that 

the owners of l a rger agr icul tura l es tabl ishments were more inclined to 

d ispersed forms of se t t lements than those with smal le r land p rope r ty . 

In case the inhabitants of a village were only smal l landowners , the 

accumulation of the farm buildings usually took p lace . 

iii) Pa t te rn of the f ie lds . - The pa t te rn of fields belonging to one 

village was another important factor . Scattered fa rmsteads often 

2 P . Vidal de la Blache, Pr inciples of Human Geography, 
London, Constable, 1926, p . 302. 
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occurred where the land proper ty of the owner was concentrated in one 

closed block (Blockflur). The owner frequently sett led in the middle of 

his fields, often on an elevated place, to have the opportunity to overlook 

al l his p roper ty . 

To the contrary , by the concentric a r rangement of fields, when 

the pa rce l s radiated in long bands from one focus - the c lus tered se t t l e ­

ment - every fa rmer of this type of a village was natural ly situated close 

to his f ields. 

b) Influence of r o a d s . - Every human establ ishment , even a 

very smal l one, is accompanied by some signs of communication - roads 

3 
of different type. Some authors , as for example Brunhes, great ly e m ­
phasize the influence of roads on the origin and development of human 

4 * / t 5 i 

es tab l i shments . Others , a s Vidal de la Blache, Rikovsky, Zaborski , 

a r e of the opinion that the roads helped to crea te c i t ies , but did not 

have, especial ly in old t imes , the same influence on the origin of 

smal le r human es tabl i shments , mainly those which a r e p r imar i l y r e ­

sulting from agr icu l tura l act ivi ty. 

F r o m the study of car tographic ma te r i a l , i t is near ly imposs ib le 

to recognize whether the village originated on the p r imar i ly constructed 

3 J . Brunhes , op. c i t . , p . 55-58. 

4 P . Vidal de la Blache, op. c i t . , p . 279-281 . 

5 F . Rikovsky, Zaklady k s idelmmu zemepisu Cesko-Slovenska, 
Brno, Ceskoslovenska Spolecnost ZemSpisna, 1939, p . 103. 

6 B . Zaborski , Uber Dorfformen. . . (O kszta l tach wsi w Polsce 
i ich rozmieszczeniu) , Wroclaw, Osteuropa-Inst i tut , 1930, p . 32. 
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road or vice v e r s a . Only in cases where the road leads to one se t t l e ­

ment and ends the re , as in the case of "Sackgassendorf", is it possible 

to decide without hesitat ion that the road originated secondari ly . 

Regarding the t e r r i t o r y of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia , it m u s t 

be kept in mind that the g rea tes t pa r t of human set t lements there o r ig i ­

nated in the ear ly Middle Ages, when ve ry many vil lages were more or 

less self-supporting economic units, distr ibuted quite independently of 

the lines of communicat ion. These vi l lages communicated with one 

another by means of pa ths . Later the roads were added, in o rder to 

provide connections with the outside world . 

Never theless , roads a lso helped to c rea te v i l l ages . This applies 

mostly to the types of younger set t lements - especially row vil lages and 

chain v i l lages . A large number of these types follows the communica­

tion roads in the a rea of this study. In these ca se s , both phenomena -

the village as wel l as the road - a r e influenced by physiographic con­

ditions, which appear to be most advantageous along the valley l ine. 

c) Influence of the need for securi ty and defence. - The conside: 

ation of defence and protect ion was also an important factor in the es tab­

lishment of ru ra l se t t l ements . Their inhabitants used different means 

to protec t their lives and proper ty from the at tacks of wild an imals , 

robbers , hostile neighbouring t r ibes , e t c . The leaders of the t r i be s , 

p r imar i ly concerned with self-defence, built their f o r t r e s s e s , and la ter 

cas t l e s , usually on elevated, not easily access ib le p laces , useful for 

observat ion and defence. 
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The v i l l agers , on the other hand, had to settle in c lus tered settle­

ments for their protect ion. In o rde r to r e s i s t the enemy most effectively, 

many vil lages especial ly during the Middle Ages, were surrounded by 

walls and moats and usually had only one en t rance . 

Never the less , some vil lages sought protect ion, a s the chiefs of 

the t r ibes did, on steep rocks or cliffs, prefer r ing their safety to the 

easy access and proximity of the fields (Schutzlage). 

In the a rea of the study, there a r e some villages with this protec-

* 7 

tive position. According to Rfkovskyj they developed from Celtic and 

Old-Slavic "Ringburgen" - fortified se t t lements . We can mention as an 

example of these vi l lages, positioned on the cliff of a r iver the se t t l e ­

ments of Blucina (sheet 4357) on the r iver Cezava, Obrany near Brno on 

the r iver Svratka (sheet 4357) and Boren near Bflina. In some ca se s , 

small f o r t r e s se s of the la ter origin also developed into vi l lages p r e ­

serving their original defensive posi t ion. Not only steep mounds appeale 1 

to men seeking for means of defence and fortification. The position of a 

set t lement in r ive r meande r s a lso could be regarded as of a s imi la r 

protective cha rac t e r . 

Sometimes the form of the ground plan would indicate a defensive 

function of r u r a l se t t lement . The ground plans of rundlings, round vi l ­

lages and to a cer ta in degree of spindle-type and green vi l lages , the 

cha rac te r i s t i c s of which were discussed previously, apparently served 

this specific purpose in ear ly t i m e s . 

7 F." Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 102. 
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8 9 
Some au thors , as De Martonne and M. Lefevre, defend the 

opinion that not only the types with concentrated ground plan were suitable 

for the defense of a v i l lage . To the contrary, the inhabitants somet imes 

prefer red to settle in sca t te red houses , when poss ible , hidden in a foresi 

and far from communication routes , to diminish the possibil i ty of enemy 

a t t acks . 

d) Relationship between the form and position of a v i l lage . -

Certain dependence between a position of ru ra l set t lement and its form 

and concentration or d ispers ion of the ground plan occurs very often, 

even though it is not always n e c e s s a r y . 

The chain vil lages, for example, a r e most ly found in the r ive r oi 

mountain val leys , the axis of the village following the valley line, along 

which the forest was c leared (Waldrodungslinie). If the clearing of wood­

land occur red in a plain, the chain village developed along the given 

"Waldrodungslinie", which could have been planned anywhere . Conse­

quently, the axis of such a chain village is not pa ra l l e l to the val ley . 

Similar var ia t ions occur quite often when one of the cha rac t e r i s t i c fea­

tu res of a cer ta in type of r u r a l set t lement is miss ing , because of its 

different posit ion. 

e) Influence of agr icu l tura l r e fo rms . - The influence of a g r i ­

cultural re forms in Czech lands on the change of the ground plan of some 

vil lages and on the origin of new ones was cons iderable . 

8 E . de Martonne, La Va lac hie, P a r i s , 1902. 

9 M. Lefevre, LThabitat ru ra l en Belgique, Bibliotheque du 
semina i re de Geographie de ^ U n i v e r s i t e de Louyain, Liege 1926. 
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During the 18th century Czechs were involved in the Habsburg-

Hohenzollern struggle and the inhabitants of Bohemia and Moravia -

Silesia were for the mos t pa r t carrying the burdens of the war , both in 

money and consc r ip t s . The loss of g rea te r pa r t of Silesia meant con­

siderable decline in the revenue of the Habsburg dynasty and gave 

P r u s s i a important economic r e s o u r c e s . The E m p r e s s Maria Theresa 

needed an increased a rmy and grea te r income to face the th rea t of 

F rede r i ck the Grea t . These c i rcumstances led her and her successor 

Joseph II to many adminis t ra t ive , economic and social r e f o r m s . 

i) Parcel l ing of the land. - The year 1753 brought the edict 

which recommended the division of large farms between the m e m b e r s of 

the family. It also gave permiss ion to build new houses on the munici ­

pal , dominical, or on the ecc les ias t ica l p roper ty . The new smal l land­

holders could obtain, in addition to this , b a r r e n land for cultivation and 

consequently inc rease the revenue of the landlords and the Crown as new 

prospect ive t axpaye r s . 

Parcel l ing of the land took place and assumed considerable d i ­

mens ions . These changes a re visible in the new cadas t re -

"Recalculationes landes ca tas t rum de anno 1756J' which was supposed 

10 
to a sce r t a in the new revenue bas is for the Crown. The peasants were 

obliged to pay 42% of their yield as contribution. This heavy financial 

burden, accompanied by oppress ion of personal and rel igious freedom 

10 J . Dobersky, " F r o m the Tr i -Fa l low System to Cultivation in 
Common of the Unified Agricul tural Co-Operat ive at Dobre", Sbornik 
Ceskoslovenske Spolecnosti Zemepisne", Vol. 55, No. 3-4, 1950, p . 155. 
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Led to the Peasant Revolt of 1775 in Bohemia, which was a signal for 

economic and social re forms and also for religious tolerat ion, which 

Joseph II introduced in 1781. 

The legal and economic posit ions of the peasants were eased and 

their burdens reduced a t the cost of the big landowners . The parcel l ing 

continued even on a g r ea t e r scale according to the so-cal led R a a b ' s 

sys tem. As a resu l t , or iginal ground plans of many vi l lages were 

changed, new houses were built on the village g reens , many isolated 

agr icul tura l units originated and also new vil lages were es tabl ished. 

Some of them had a loose ground plan, as the loose row vi l lages , but 

often the new farms were built in a short row, close together 

("Ansiedlungsreihen") with parcel led fields radiating behind their back­

ya rds and resembling the s t r ee t vi l lages in their ground plan . 

Consequently, the Stable Cadastre (Stabilnl Katas t r ) of 1840 showi 

many changes in compar ison with the Josephinian Cadas t re of 1756 and 

so-cal led Theres ian Cadastre of 1719. 

After the abolishing of serfdom in 1848 the parcel l ing of the land 

continued and many sma l l and medium size fa rms originated. This 

p rocess i s often called "cottage colonization". The pa t te rn of fields was 

changed, being charac te r ized by a strikingly regular scheme, with 

even, prevalently pa ra l l e l land s t r i p s . When the parcel l ing occur red in 

a chain vil lage, the "Hufen" were usually divided c rosswise in short 

lo t s . 

11 Hufe m v i rga te , a varying m e a s u r e of land. 
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The parcel l ing of fields was well suited for the form of the t h r e e -

field sys tem, where in the field rotation w a s : - fallow for the f i rs t yea r , 

winter crop for the second year and spring crop for the th i rd y e a r . 

With the introduction of new crops in the 18th and 19th centur ies 

such a s potatoes, sugar beet and clover, demand of m o r e efficient 

farming increased and some steps were taken in bet ter selection of c rop 

and more rat ional rotat ion. The scat ter ing of the pieces of land of one 

owner over the a rea of the village fields ("Gemengelage") was not con­

s idered des i rab le , because i t did not pe rmi t the efficient utilization of 

the land. As the resu l t of this new evolution in the agr icu l tu ra l economy 

the consolidation of the fields took p lace . The inhabitants of a village 

agreed to unite all the cultivated fields in the community into a whole anc 

then re -d i s t r ibu te the land in order to give the f a r m e r s contiguous 

fields, when possible , near their homes teads . 

ii) Consolidation of the f ie lds . - By this new a r rangemen t of 

the fields (which is called "Einodeflur" in German, "pluzina sce lena" in 

Czech), the fo rmer field boundaries disappeared being plowed over . The 

fo rmer land holding of every farming unit was newly m e a s u r e d by land 

su rveyors , and every fa rmer received land divided only in one or a few 

la rge r p i e c e s . These consolidated blocks of fields had a rec tangular 

form with the ra t io of the length to the width ranging from 3:1 to 9:1 - a 

form which corresponded mos t favourably to the intensive farming s y s -

12 tern of the crop rota t ion. 

12 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t . , p . 68. 
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These consolidated fields often resemble the "Blockflur", but can 

be distinguished from it by the ex t reme regular i ty of the field b locks . 

With these agr icu l tu ra l changes the new a r r angemen t s of field roads 

occur red and many farm houses were t r ans fe r r ed from the village in 

the middle of the newly consolidated f ields. Thus, many isolated fa rm­

steads and hamlets originated as a resu l t of this r e fo rm. 

This p rocess of consolidation of the fields or "Kommassa t ion" 

s ta r ted in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia in the 19th century under the 

Habsburg government and continued, after the detachment of 

Czechoslovakia from Austr ia during the period between 1918-1939. 

iii) Changes in the village of Dobre, introduced by the 

13 

agr icu l tura l reforms . - By the example of the village of Dobre, it is 

possible to follow the changes, which this set t lement underwent during 

the last eight cen tu r i e s . The vil lage, situated at the piedmont of 

Orlicke Hory (Sheet 3856, SE corner^ was establ ished in the per iod of 

1157-1250. At that t ime the new techniques of the German colonists 

influenced the forms of r u r a l se t t lements of Czech lands . According to 

the urbar ium of 1542, twenty-five houses were a r ranged around a free, 

spindle-shaped g reen . The fields radia ted in fanlike s t r ips behind the 

backyards of the holdings. According to the t ax - ro l l of 1654 the village 

had 32 houses with 242 inhabi tants . The village green was st i l l not 

built over . 

After the parcel l ing, which took place in the 18th century, the 

12 F . Rikovsky, op. c i t , , p . 68. 
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la rger farms were divided and new houses were built on the vil lage 

green . In 1787 Dobre had a l ready 67 houses . The parcel l ing continued 

and according to the Cadas t re of 1840 the village p roper had 88 houses 

and three new smal l vi l lages developed on the vil lage fields as a r e su l t 

of dividing l a rge r farming units among the m e m b e r s of thei r fami l ies . 

The names of these vi l lages a r e : Chmelis'te, Pet rovice and Zivina. In 

1930 Dobre had 146 houses and 654 inhabi tants . On the "Spezia lkar te" 

which dates from 1938, Dobre was classified as a chain village less 

typical , and the three above-mentioned, adjacent vi l lages a s hamle t s . 

Author Dobersky also descr ibes the newest changes, which took 

place after World War II, especially in 1949, when the Communist Par ty 

took over power in Czechoslovakia, as shown in the following quotation: 

In 1949 a unified agr icu l tura l co-operat ive was formed he re , 
( . . . ) and it was decided to sow in common on the bas is of an 
economico-technical a r r angemen t of the soil , when after plowing 
over the landmarks eight blocks with common sowing were 
formed. •'•̂  

The drawings which accompany his a r t ic le show that the division 

of the fields consequently changed into a completely different pa t te rn , 

but the shape of the plan of the village was not affected. 

3 . Growth and Changes of Rural Se t t lements . 

After a discussion how the agr icu l tu ra l r e fo rms influenced the 

forms of ru ra l se t t lements , it seems to be neces sa ry to mention how 

the poss ibi l i t ies of providing for expanding population var ied according 

14 J . Dobersky, o p ^ c i t , , p . 167. 
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to - the type of the v i l l a g e . A v i l l a g e i s a uni t , deve loped on a c e r t a i n 

e c o n o m i c - s o c i a l b a s i s , wh ich i n f l uences the p o s s i b i l i t y of i t s g r o w t h . 

Th i s p o s s i b i l i t y depends on t h e o c c u p a t i o n of the v i l l a g e i n h a b i t a n t s , the 

e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e of t h e s e t t l e m e n t and the l ega l p o s i t i o n of the land 

h o l d e r s . 

In r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s , the l i m i t e d t e r r i t o r y of v i l l a g e f ie lds admits 

only a c e r t a i n n u m b e r of a g r i c u l t u r a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , the i nd iv idua l 

a r r a n g e m e n t of wh ich f o r m s d i f fe ren t s h a p e s of the g r o u n d p l a n of t h e s e 

s e t t l e m e n t s . 

If du r ing i t s evo lu t ion the a g r i c u l t u r a l c h a r a c t e r of a v i l l a g e i s 

p r e s e r v e d , the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of r a d i c a l changes of i t s g round p l a n a r e 

only l i m i t e d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , the changes t ake p l a c e due to the g r o w t h of 

the popu la t i on and changing e c o n o m i c and p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s . The p r e ­

v i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d " c o t t a g e co lon i za t i on" , for e x a m p l e , c h a n g e d the 

o r i g i n a l p a t t e r n of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s c o n s i d e r a b l y . 

The bui ld ing of new h o u s e s i n the v i l l a g e d e p e n d s l a r g e l y on the 

ex ten t of the s p a c e a v a i l a b l e for the e x p a n s i o n . Th i s can be found e i t h e i 

on the v i l l a g e g r e e n o r on the p e r i p h e r y of the r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t . T h e r e ­

f o r e , the c h a n g e s of the o r i g i n a l g round p l a n s v a r y g r e a t l y a c c o r d i n g to 

the d i f fe ren t t y p e s of s e t t l e m e n t s . 

In t h e c a s e of s t r e e t v i l l a g e s , the new h o m e s t e a d s cou ld have 

b e e n p l a c e d a long the a x i s of the s t r e e t and a l s o a long the " b a c k l a n e " 

15 H. T h o r p e , " T h e G r e e n Vi l l age a s a D i s t i n c t i v e F o r m of 
S e t t l e m e n t on the N o r t h E u r o p e a n P l a i n " , B u l l e t i n de la Socie'te' B e i g e 
d*E tudes Ge 'ographiqueB, V o l . 30, N o . 1, 1961 , p . 1 2 2 - 1 2 4 . 
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or along any road entering the village at r ight angles to the main s t r e e t . 

As this p roces s continued, the original s t r ee t village often assumed the 

form of a fork and l adder - type . 

The vil lages with loose or d ispersed ground plan - chain vi l lages 

or loosely built row vi l lages - offered the opportunity to build up the 

empty spaces between the or iginal homes teads . On the contrary , when 

the nucleated vil lages were faced with the problem of accommodating 

new houses, some problems a r o s e . Clearly defined, c i rcu la r , spindle-

type or square shaped village greens imposed cer ta in res t r i c t ions on the 

expansion of a vi l lage. The inhabitants of the houses which fronted the 

green were not too anxious to share their privi leged posit ion with the 

newcomers . In spite of this , some set t lements permi t ted new houses to 

be built on the village green, as mentioned for the village of Dobre, or 

enlarged the square itself, which was not an easy task, because of the 

rebuilding involved. Much m o r e often per iphera l development took 

p lace . 

4 . Urbanization and Industr ial izat ion of Czech Lands . 

The village indust r ies of old t imes were near ly without influence 

on the normal growth of vil lages and changes of their types . To the con­

t r a ry , the development of urban and indust r ia l life in medieval and 

modern t imes had a more substantial influence, by largely changing the 

way of life of many r u r a l se t t l ements . Many f a rmer s and thei r family 

m e m b e r s became indust r ia l worke r s and farming was only thei r p a r t -

t ime occupation. 
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a) Urbanization. - On the densely populated plains of the Labe 

and Morava bas ins , settled since p reh i s to r ic t imes , numerous large old 

set t lements fused into cent res of t rade and commerc ia l ac t iv i t i e s . These 

were the nuclei of old Czech evolutional towns which were developed long 

before the foundation of those introduced by German colonization. 

Old cent res of the mining and process ing of s i lver , gold and i ron 

on the t e r r i t o ry of Bohemia were also well known to medieval t r a d e r s 

pr ior to the a r r i v a l of German immig ran t s . Names such as Ruda (Czect 

express ion for ore) , Rudka, Rudice, Hamry (Czech express ion for 

forge), which a r e often found in the a rea of this study, indicate the 

p r imar i ly mining function of these se t t l ements . 

With the increasing German immigrat ion, s tar t ing in the 12th 

century, many new mining centres - somet imes fortified vi l lages , but 

mainly towns - developed. German colonists , especially these from 

Saxony, brought with them new techniques for mining and process ing the 

o r e s . As a resul t , in the ear ly 13th century the Germans in Bohemian 

lands had a lmost a monopoly on mining as an occupation. 

Since the in te res t s of the German newcomers were mainly in­

dus t r ia l and commerc ia l , the i r colonization crea ted a dense net of newly 

founded towns in Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . Their inhabitants con­

trol led their affairs according to the "ius Teutonicum", which was dif­

ferent from the customary law of the Czechs and la ter became the bas is 

16 Silver was mainly mined at P f l b r a m in cent ra l Bohemia, gold 
at Jilove near P raha and in KaSperske- Hory on the inner slopes of 
Sumava Mountains, i ron near P raha and Beroun, in cen t ra l Bohemia . 
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of the commerc ia l law of Czech lands . The towns began to grow in in­

fluence and importance, especial ly when encouraged by the Czech kings 

of the P remys l id dynasty, who often used the German towns people to 

strengthen their authority against the Czech a r i s t o c r a c y . 

The urbanization of Bohemian lands st imulated the p r o c e s s of 

clearing the woodland for new set t lements and farming. New types of 

ru ra l set t lements developed in the outer r i m of Bohemia and Moravia-

Silesia, which was penetra ted by new se t t l e r s along the mountainous and 

r iver va l leys . This complicated p rocess of set t lement development on 

the Czech-German frontier during the medieval t imes was previously 

discussed in the paragraph on German colonization (Chapter II). 

b) Pre - indus t r ia l i za t ion from 15th - 18th century . - Before the 

Battle of White Mountain the Kingdom of Bohemia was one of the r i ches t 

countries in Central Europe . In the 15th century the agr icul tura l -

indust r ia l charac te r of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia began to take form. 

Around the yea r 1500 the g lass vesse l s were manufactured on the inner 

slopes of Sumava and Krkonose Mountains, where arenaceous quartz is 

found. Bohemian glass soon gained a fine reputat ion throughout Europe 

as did the porcela in and china of the Karlovy Vary. 

In spite of the devastation which resul ted from the Thirty Y e a r s 1 

War, the Czech lands remained the r i ches t source of revenue which the 

Habsburg dynasty possessed in the 17th and 18th cen tu r i e s . This income 

was used to promote the dynastic ambitions in Italy and to reconquer 

17 H. Wanklyn, Czechoslovakia, London, Philip, 1954, p . 262. 
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Hungary from the Turks . The immense revenue needed for these pu r ­

poses was r a i sed by heavy financial oppression of the Czechs . It a lso 

led, through a se r i e s of royal patents , to the complete enserfment of 

Czech peasants towards the end of the 17th century. 

The conditions which forced Maria Theresa and Joseph II to the 

agr icu l tura l re forms and the influence of these on the ru ra l se t t lements 

of Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia were previously d i scussed . Beside 

these re fo rms , the two monarchs a lso encouraged commerce and in­

dus t ry . 

Joseph II abolished all in ternal tolls in the Bohemian and Aus t r ian 

lands and t r ied , although without great success , to c rea te a customs uni' 

out of al l Czech, Aust r ian and Hungarian lands . The glass and porce la i i 

indus t r ies were energet ical ly developed and simultaneously textile 

manufactures , especially in the pe r iphe ra l regions of Czech lands, be­

gan to grow rapidly. Consequently, the m a t e r i a l p rosper i ty of Bohemia 

and Moravia-Si les ia considerably inc reased . 

c) The indust r ia l growth in the 19th century. - Toward the end 

of the 19th century the indust r ia l evolution of Czech lands, as e l sewhere 

in Cent ra l and Western Europe, entered upon a new phase . The impor ­

tance of some old mining towns, for example of Kutna Hora, had great ly 

decayed by that t ime, but many old t radi t ional en t e rp r i s e s a ssumed new, 

pronounced importance and numerous new indust r ies developed. 

The concentration of indust r ia l en te rp r i se s in Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si les ia under the A us t r o - Hungarian rule was s t r iking; these 

countr ies acquired by now a pronounced indus t r i a l - ag r i cu l tu ra l 
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cha rac t e r . The heavy, chemical , texti le, glass and china indus t r i e s , as 

well as the agr icu l tura l industry, grew and expanded t remendously . This 

was caused by the tradit ion of skilled labour and a var ie ty of easi ly 

access ib le raw m a t e r i a l s . The r ich coal and lignite fields of Bohemia 

and Moravia-Si les ia and the t radi t ional i ron mining were the bas i s for 

the indust r ia l prosper i ty of Czech lands in modern his tory . The indus­

t r i a l and economic activity of modern t imes was also actively supported 

by the growth of the rai lways and modern traffic rou tes . 

d) Industr ial development after the F i r s t World War . - The in­

dust r ia l development of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia after 1918 was 

ext remely in te res t ing . The Czechs had to adapt their t radi t ional econo­

my to a new state - Czechoslovakia - and to many other changes, which 

occurred in Central Europe . Never theless , the industr ia l economy was 

re-adjusted and balanced upon a basis of vigorous export t r a d e . Textile, 

porcela in and glass manufactures suffered cer ta in losses , but new fea­

tu res of indust r ies were introduced. The automobile, e lec t r ic equip­

ment, leather and shoe industr ies (Thomas Bata) marked rapid and vig­

orous growth. The agr icu l tura l industry also occupied an important 

place in the new state as a resul t of highly advanced agr icu l tu re ; this 

was organized on the basis of pr ivate en te rp r i se , the bulk of the agr icul ­

tura l es tabl ishments being formed mainly by smal l and med ium-s ized 

farms (up to 50 a c r e s ) . 

e) Influence of the new economic development on the evolution of 

the v i l lages . - The invasion of industr ia l izat ion and the dense network 

of modern communications disturbed the former balanced evolution of 
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the towns m u c h m o r e than t h a t of the v i l l a g e s . 

The c h a n g e s w h i c h w e r e i n d u c e d by t h e s e new f a c t o r s a r e r e m a r k ­

ab le only in t h e s e r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s which have b e e n u n d e r t h e i r d i r e c t 

in f luence , i . e . , in the n e i g h b o u r h o o d of a n i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e o r s i t u a t e d 

d i r e c t l y on the new t ra f f i c l i n e . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , in t h e s e c a s e s the c h a n g e s of t h e g r o u n d p l a n w e r e 

g r e a t l y cond i t ioned by the o r i g i n a l type of the s e t t l e m e n t ; in s o m e v i l l ages 

the new h o u s e s w e r e e r e c t e d on the v i l l a g e g r e e n , but m u c h m o r e often 

the g r o w t h of t h e v i l l age o c c u r r e d on the p e r i p h e r y of the s e t t l e m e n t . 

While the v a l u e of the a r a b l e land a s such w a s d e p r e c i a t i n g , i t s 

p o t e n t i a l va lue a s a fu tu re c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e w a s l a r g e l y i n c r e a s i n g . 

Th i s a l s o led to the g r a d u a l d iv i s ion of the f ie lds and t h e i r a n n e x a t i o n a s 

new bui ld ing lo t s to the o r i g i n a l g round p l an of v i l l a g e s , wh ich in t h i s 

way s lowly a c q u i r e d the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of fu tu re s u b u r b s . 

It n e e d s to be s t r e s s e d a g a i n tha t t he r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s , r e m o t e 

f r o m i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e s , w e r e s u r p r i s i n g l y l i t t l e d i s t u r b e d ; t h e i r g r o u n d 

p l a n s p r e s e r v e d the o r i g i n a l f o r m , un touched by r a d i c a l c h a n g e s . 

5 . R e c e n t P o l i t i c a l E v e n t s and T h e i r Effec t on R u r a l S e t t l e m e r t s 

„ , . 18 
in B o h e m i a and M o r a v i a - S i l e s i a . 

a) P o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 4 8 . - The l and r e f o r m wh ich 

fol lowed the f o r m a t i o n of the r e p u b l i c in 1918, took land f r o m the l a r g e 

18 Data t a k e n f r o m W- H o r b a l y , A g r i c u l t u r a l Cond i t ions in 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , 1950, The U n i v e r s i t y of Ch icago , I l l i n o i s , D e p a r t m e n t 
of G e o g r a p h y , 1951, 104 p . 
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land owners and divided it into smal le r holdings; this p roces s was not 

yet fully completed by the yea r 1938. 

The history of the Czech nation, and consequently of Czech f a rm­

ing, since 1938 is marked by many sad events . It began with the se izure 

of the Czech farming proper t ies in the border lands , ceded to Germany 

by the Munich agreement and the forcible evacuation of the Czech owners 

in favor of German s e t t l e r s . After March 1939, when Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si les ia were occupied by Germans , the farms affected in this 

manner were those in the bordering highlands, but a lso in the plains of 

southern Moravia . The German exploitation of Czech farming land and 

fores ts was ru th l e s s . 

In 1945, following the war, another land reform bill was imple ­

mented . The land and proper ty of Germans , Hungarians and collabo­

r a to r s were confiscated and redis t r ibuted regard less of the size of the 

holdings. The newly formed farm units were mainly 20-30 ac r e s in size 

and mostly in contiguous p a r c e l s ; the size of farms in border regions of 

the Czechoslovak state, was usually much l a r g e r . 

It is cer ta in that the new farming policy was faced with many 

p r o b l e m s . Not only the res tora t ion of soil, crop yields and livestock, 

but also the l a rge - sca le population movement, which followed the evacu­

ation of the former German minori ty from Czechoslovakia. The outwarc 

movement of Czech f a r m e r s to the border regions was natural ly felt on 

the farms in the cent ra l lowlands where the acute labour shortage occur­

r ed . In spite of th i s , many set t lements in the former "Sudetenland" 

remained par t ly unoccupied and many sca t te red fa rmsteads were 
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abandoned. 

The communist reg ime ascended to power in Czechoslovakia in 

February 1948 and agr icul ture again underwent many changes in i ts 

political, economic and social s t r u c t u r e . In February , 1950, the 

Communist Par ty presented the plan for the formation of Unified 

Agricul tural Cooperat ives (collectives), (Jednotna Zemedelska D r u z s t v a , 

State F a r m s (sovkhozes) and State Machinery Stations. 

This meant the elimination of the l a rge r and upper-middle c lass 

f a rmer s throughout the republic and collectivization of smal l and middle 

sized f a r m s . The large es ta tes had al l been liquidated previously by the 

land re form, immediately following the Second World War. Resis tance 

against the forming of collevtive farms was great ; however, since it 

required only five m e m b e r s to s ta r t a Unified Agricul tural Cooperat ive, 

these were initiated everywhere even in the face of popular opposit ion. 

19 

In 1962 collectivization affected over 90 percent of the arable land. 

The regime t r i e s to el iminate even the small remainder of pr ivate farm­

ing, which now is most ly l imited to smal l plots of collective m e m b e r s , 

although these smal l pr ivate units provide a considerable share of the 

marke ted agr icu l tu ra l p roduc ts . 

b) Changes of r u r a l set t lements after collectivization. - Enough 

ma te r i a l is not available to examine to what degree the poli t ical develop­

ment after the Second World War affected the types of village ground 

p lans . However, it can be assumed that the polit ical events did not 

19 Amer ican Geographical Society, "Czechoslovakia", Focus , 
Vol. 12, No. 7, 1962, 5 p . ^ 
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change the form of vil lages too much until the introduction of collect ivi­

zation, when the ove r -a l l government planning and control took p lace . 

/20 

J . Dobersky calls in his work for a building-up and recons t ruc­

tion of the vil lages "in the spir i t of new development of Czechoslovakia Ts 

economy". He points out the importance of the village ground plan and 

is of the opinion that for this reconstruct ion the ru ra l se t t lements with a 

village green of any form, but especially the type of rundlings, a r e much 

more suitable than the s t ree t , or any elongated,- v i l l ages . He proposes 

a type of regular vil lage, with a large rounded or rec tangular village 

green, where the parce ls for the homesteads of all m e m b e r s of the 

collective would be the same s i ze . In front of the houses, facing the 

village green, gardens a r e planned. In the centre of the village green, 

the public buildings, school, post office, club house, e t c . would be built, 

The main road should be constructed along the village green in the front 

of the gardens as not to disturb the function of the village squa re . P lay­

grounds and swimming pool should also be placed in the vicinity of the 

vi l lage. 

21 

M. Blazek descr ibes the adjustment of se t t lements in the d i s ­

t r i c t of Touzim in the region of Karlovy Vary after 1945. He emphasize: 

that the d i s t r i c t was charac te r ized by relat ive r u r a l overpopulation and 

20 J . Dobersky, "Ukoly sidelniho zemepisu ve vystavbe n a s i n o v s 
vesnice" , Sbornik Ceskoslovenske Spolecnosti Zemepisne', Vol. 57, 
1953, p . 82-8b. — 

21 M. Blazek, "Dosfdlovani Touzimska", Sborn ikCeskos lovensk; 
Spolecnosti Zemepisne7, Vol. 60, No. 4, 1955, p . 264-270. 
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no la rger towns and indus t ry . The settling of the d i s t r i c t after 1945 

s tar ted from the original distr ibution of the se t t lements , but a cons ider ­

able number of houses owned by small agr icu l tu ra l i s t s and a r t i s ans r e ­

mained unused. He proposes the selection of cen t r e s , which pos s e s s 

"the best conditions for the enlargement of their economic a r e a and in 

2? 
which the mechanization of work can be fully applied". " Best suited for 

this purpose a r e the la rger vi l lages, which a r e bet ter equipped with 

cul tural and other ameni t ies , and the vi l lages near the towns. He con­

cludes that the total number of vil lages has to be decreased and isolated 

dwellings have to be abandoned. 

On the map of ru ra l set t lements presented in this study, the d i s ­

t r i c t of Touzim (Sheet 3950) is marked as a region of predominant 

rundlings, spindle-type, mul t i s t r ee t vil lages and some hamle t s ; nor th 

and west of Touzim the regions of row and chain vil lages a r e found. 

It is not known t o what degree the pat tern of r u r a l se t t lements of 

that d is t r ic t was changed. If the proposed changes, according to the 

above-mentioned plan took place, then the liquidation of some vi l lages, 

especial ly the smal le r ones, the concentration of the inhabitants and the 

formation of large units of agr icul ture , may be anticipated. 

6. Joint Influence of Geographical and Social Fac to r s on Rural 

Set t lements . 

Although site, type and distr ibution of r u r a l se t t lements a r e to a 

cer ta in extent influenced by the physiographic conditions, especial ly 

22 M. Blazek, et a l . , op . c i t . , p . 270. 
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when al l or nearly a l l factors neces sa ry for the development of a se t t l e ­

ment a r e present , they reflect to a large degree human selectivity from 

var ied na tura l condit ions. 

The human element was capable of overcoming the unfavourable 

conditions, modifying i ts environment and adapting itself to var ied geo­

graphical regions in respec t of water supply, c l imate , vegetation cover 

and different land f o r m s . Because of the variabi l i ty of human needs , the 

relat ions between the natura l factors and the var iable human element 

were continually changing. 

Many intriguing problems which surround the distribution, the 

origins of the village types and their associa ted field system may be ex­

plained by the aptitude of the people themselves and the way in which 

they were socially, economically and politically organized. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The complex pa t te rn of the types of r u r a l se t t lements and their 

l is t r ibut ion in Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia , the home of the Czechs, 

suggests that a complicated evolution of the habitation had taken p l ace . 

F rom maps presented in this study some in teres t ing conclusions can be 

derived. 

The regions of wes te rn and cent ra l Bohemia, and those of cent ra l 

and southern Moravia, a r e mainly charac te r ized by nucleated set t lement ;, 

such as rundlings, s t ree t , mul t i s t ree t , spindle, fork and ladder- type 

vi l lages . These a r e a s , marked by low rainfall , good soils and easy 

slope gradients , were very well suited to the rudimentary agr icu l tura l 

techniques of ear ly s e t t l e r s . Archaeological findings of different periods 

produce enough evidence to show that these regions, free of heavy wood­

lands, have been continuously settled since Neolithic t i m e s . The Slavic 

set t lement of these a r e a s was completed during the sixth century A.D. 

In the bordering highlands of the Sumava, Krusne hory, 

KrkonoSe, Jeseniky, White Carpathians and Javorniky Mountains, as 

well as in the Ceskomoravskd vrchovina, chain vi l lages , row vi l lages 

and sca t te red fa rmsteads p re sen t the predominant types of r u r a l se t t le ­

m e n t s . These regions, also called a r e a s of younger se t t lements , were 

colonized from the 12th century A . D . when se t t l e r s began to c lear the 

dense forest for cultivation and graz ing . These set t lement types, with 

loose or even d ispersed ground plan, a r e the resu l t s of habitation 

techniques brought to Czech countr ies by German colonists during the 
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la t ter pa r t of the Middle Ages . 

However, the typological picture of r u r a l se t t lements in Bohemia 

and Moravia-Si lesia does not show such unity everywhere . The nucleate 

and d ispersed set t lements a re often found side by side in both, a r e a s of 

old, and of young se t t l ements . Areas of t ransi t ional types a re found 

between the main regions of the agglomerated and d ispersed se t t lements 

These types a r e hamle ts , which in Bohemia, especial ly, cover extensive 

a r e a s . 

A comparison of village types in the Czech lands with those of 

the neighbouring t e r r i t o r i e s reveals a str iking typological s imi l a r i t y . 

Regions of identical types extend from one t e r r i t o r y into another, regarc 

less of poli t ical boundar ies . Only in par t of Silesia near Krnov, does 

the state boundary coincide with the boundary of chain vil lages separa ­

ting them from the Glubczyce and Otmuchdw regions of the old nucleated 

set t lements in Poland. Here they extend into the a r ea of mul t i s t r ee t 

vi l lages around Opava and Mor . Ostrava in Morav ia -S i les ia . 

It must be r emembered that the p resen t typological pa t te rn of 

ru ra l set t lements r ep resen t s a considerable modification of e a r l i e r con­

di t ions . Several changes were due to the growth in population and to 

the influence of var ious political and economic f ac to r s . The or iginal 

homesteads and hamlets occasionally grew into nucleated vi l lages , a l ­

though often the original s t r ee t vi l lages assumed fork and ladder- type 

f o r m s . As a resu l t of agr icu l tu ra l reforms in the 18th and 19th 

cen tur ies , many nucleated vil lages broke up into smal l d i spersed units 

which moved out into the middle of the f ields. Some hamlets a lso 
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developed as a resul t of the industr ia l izat ion of Czech lands in the 19th 

century. 

Hence, it may be said that the types of r u r a l se t t lements were 

strongly influenced by a number of geographical , h is tor ica l and poli t ical 

fac tors ; and these a r e responsible for the present complex typological 

picture of r u r a l set t lements and their distr ibution in Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si les ia today. 
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Types of Plans of Rural Sett lements in 
Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia . A study"in 

Human Geography * 

This study surveys the types of r u r a l set t lements in Bohemia and 

Moravia-Si lesia as well as in pa r t s of the adjacent neighbouring t e r r i t o ­

r i e s . It uses the geometr ic-genet ic method and considers the ground 

plan of the vi l lage, the sys tem of side roads , the sys tem of field divi­

sions among owners , and the his tor ical development of the se t t lement . 

Based on the study of available l i t e ra ture and on a detailed analy­

sis of topographic maps (1:75, 000 and 1:25, 000) covering the t e r r i t o r y 

of Bohemia and Moravia-Si lesia , seventeen different types of r u r a l 

set t lements a r e recognized which a r e divided into four groups: 

Group I consists of rundlings, round, spindle-type, s t ree t , 

mul t i s t ree t , fork and ladder-type v i l l ages . They a r e the "old se t t le ­

m e n t s " which originated before 1200 A . D . , p r io r to the German coloni­

zation, and are charac te r ized by agglomerated houses and fields usually 

divided into severa l , repeatedly parcel led, b locks . 

Group II includes different types of chain and row v i l l ages . They 

a re charac te r ized by a loose ground plan and very often by typical p a r a l ­

lel s ideroads which divide the fields belonging to each respect ive f a rm­

stead. In the terminology of set t lement geography they belong to the 

1 G. Mizerovsky, M.A. thesis p resen ted to the Institute of 
Geography of the Universi ty of Ottawa, Ontario, September 1963, 
x-159 p . 
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'young se t t lements" , since they originated after 1200 A . D . as a resu l t 

Df new habitation techniques . 

Group III i s comprised of hamlets , a t ransi t ional form between 

the village and d ispersed f a rms t eads . 

Group IV includes sca t te red fa rms teads , mainly found in the 

bordering highlands of Bohemia and Moravia-Si les ia ; and es ta tes which 

r ep re sen t an individual type of d ispersed set t lements and a r e found 

throughout the entire t e r r i to ry of the Czech lands . 

The distr ibution of the four groups of sett lement types is r e p r e ­

sented by two maps of r u r a l se t t lements : a detailed analytical map at a 

scale 1:750, 000, and a m o r e general ized map at a scale 1:2, 000, 000. 

Twelve additional maps showing the physical features and the a r ea s of 

p reh i s to r ic and early his tor ic set t lements a r e a lso included. 

The most significant a r e a s on a regional bas is a r e : 

a) the regions of cent ra l and wes te rn Bohemia and of the 

Moravian basin where the set t lements of Group I a r e the predominant 

types; 

b) the regions of chain vi l lages, row vil lages and sca t te red 

fa rmsteads of the bordering highlands of Bohemia and Moravia -S i les ia . , 

Other p a r t s of the t e r r i t o r y show a considerable disunity of the 

typological p ic ture , reflecting the complex social and his tor ic p r o c e s s e s 

of many epochs which influenced the evolution of r u r a l se t t l ements . 
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