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- I  INTRODUCTION . . - ¢
Between 1840 and 1850 over one-third of the inhabitants
of the Province of Canada pledge@ to abstain from all

intoxicatihg'drgnk. They belonged to & society which drank

. heavily by todey's standards, for alcohol was then generally

considered aAneéessity of life. The rapid growth‘of;tempérance

‘support reversed public opinion so completely that by 1855 a

bill to ban the productiorm and aaie of liqu¢b passed in the
Lower Housefof the Provincial Assembly. 1 The teetotallers
of the 1840'a‘also launched one of the moaﬁ powerfui and
enduring reform movamenys ig Canadian history; .

‘This thesis will examine -the spread of temperance as an
evangelical movement in the Provihce of Canada from‘1890 to
1854, & périod when temperance sentiment expandgd’rapiﬁly in
both Caneda East and Canada West. The study will attempt to
explain the popularity of temperance by looking at the
conditions which gave rige to the movement, the reforms which
supporters envisioned, end the means they used to win and
sustain converts. Finally, the thesis will discuds the
impetbt of the movement: its immediate effect on drinking-apd
its“bfoader historical significance. ‘

The ﬁajor primary sources chosen for the study we;s\two
ng@ﬁpapers which together provide an overview.okarovince—

wide temperance activities.' The Canads Temperance Advocate

(1835 - 1854), the organ of the Montreal Temperance Society,
= :

was the lesding temperance journal in the Province. The Advocate

was the temperance forum of English Canada. It supplied
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.source'material for témperance lecturers, and servéd as-a.u
- fund-raising agent. It tabulgted membership figures, printed
the reports of travelling agente, énd publicised the policy 1
decisibns of temperaﬁce conventions. English~speaking societies .
throughout the Province gsent in reports to the Advocate, and

thesé local reports give a good ixdication of the strength,
concern;‘and activities of femperance supporters at the
cammunity level. In French Canadé, where the Catholic Church
was the major temperance force, les Mélenges Réligieux (1840 -
1851), the Montreal diocesan newspaper, is the best source on

fhe movement. Les Méiggges, while not a temperance journal

er se, closely folldwed the activities of three of the major
temperancg proselytizers in French Canada, Monseigneur Forbin-
Janson, the Oblate ﬁiasionariea, and Father Charles Chiniquy.
The paper\printed letters from cures and laymen reporting on
" the effects of temperance campaigns at the local level. Les
Mmélanges’ provldes a comprehenslve survey of tamperance
activity in the Montreal diocese, and its Qgprlnts from other'
‘newspapers give an indication of the campaigns in other </’
dioceses as well.’ Thése sources have been ;upplemented with
temperance manuals and tractis, Mandements of the Quebec

bishops on the subject, angijhe Lonstltutions and Annual

Reports of various temperénce 3001etles and brotherhoods.

The journals of the Leglsiatlve Assembly were conaulted for
official enquiry, debate\gnd legislation on the subgect.

Primary sources on_ the early temperance-movement are

plentiful, but few historians have mined this rich.lode.
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Temperance campeigns have been treated as separate entities in
Frenchuand English Canada; beyond a brief chapter in Ruth
Spehce's Prohibition in Canada, 2 1o historical study hes dealt

' with the movement in a Province-wide céntext. The major studies’
o;_the ﬁovement in Canada East are & thesis by Ghialaine '
Hildebrand J examining temperance in.Lower Canada hefore 1840,
f@arcel Trudel’s 7 full-length biography of Charles Chiniquy,

and D. Levack'jﬁjthorter study of Bishop Bourget's temperance

6

Garland and J.J. Talmon have traced the

activities. M.
’ origiﬁs of the govement in Upper Canadé.- James Clemens 7 has
stﬁdied the social assumptions of temperance supporiers in

. Canada West, and Jean Burnet has discussed the growth of the
movement in Toronto. 8 E.m. Elgee ° and C.R. Wood 10 pave
examined the attitudes yf vaf@ous P?otestant denéminations
towards temperance. \'

Thfee interpretations of temperance emerge from this
handful of studies. Trudel and Levﬁck explain the popularity
of temperance in Canada East in terms of the personalities of
its preachers. Unravelling the controyersy which long
sufréunded'Canada's greetest temperance*%ratqr, the Trudel
biography indicts Chiniquy as. & hypocrite and a

liar, and attributes his popularity to the "flattérie _-
mielleuée; humilité emphatiqué, emploi de termes excessifs

w 11 of & clever demagogue.

et d'une demonstration surabondante
Levack's Bourget is as white as Trudel's Chiniquy is black,
and the rays of the Bishop's halo seem to have generated

sufficient heat to dry up drunkenness in a twinkling. Garland

r



and Talmon, taeking a broader perspective, apply the frontier
thesis to temperance agitation in Upper Canada. They present
the temperance move@ent as a’'natural reaponse'to the excessive
drinking of pioneer life. The studies by Hildebrand, Clemens
and Burnet use a cless analysis. While all three see temperance
as a middle class movement, the significance of the term
varies with the writers. Hildebrand ana Clemens stress the
movement's conservative'hature. Clemens discusses temperance
as an assertion of the middle class values of industry, thrifft,
and peacefulrfamily life. He sees temperance as an attack on
both the upper aﬁd lower orders of society, bui principally

on the lower. Relying heavily on the temperance column of

the Chrigstian Guardian, he points out temperance supporters’

. fear of brutality end the;r anti-Irish prejudices. Clemens
concludes that tempersnce was a means to "a definitelyir
conservat1Ve social order". 12 yilgebrand agrees, seeing
temperance as a movement of the bourgeoisie to "create a
climate more favourable %o pro@uctlon and bring under its
control an aspect of populer culture by which it felt
threatened". 13 Burnet, while also declaring temperance as

a middle class movement, shifts the emphasis. She pinpoinfe .
temperance leaders.as those aspiring to a respectability which,
due to their American origins, radical politics, or non-—

' conformist religion, eluded them. Focussing on middle class
discontent rather than middle. class conservatism, she portrays
temperance as a dynamic . rather than a reactlonary movement.

While all these 1nterpretations apply well enough to the



5.

material exanined) they all seem. inadequate when one examineé
‘the movement ih a Province-wide context. Pargonalitiee were
indeed. importent ir the spread of temp-erance; but linking its
p;pularity too closely to Chiniquy's artful oratory or
. Bourget's ultramontane vigour obscures broader forces, such
as the identification of temperance with survivance and
the key role of temperance:campaigna in establishing the
clergy as national leaders. Relating the movement to its
"great -men" also.fails to account for the‘movement'é
popularity in Qanada West, where no orators or heroces of
compareble stature emerged. The frontier thesis falters
too, when one thes the extensive temperarce supﬁort which
developed in Canade East long after the frontier had
receded. Moreover, at least by the 1840's temperance was
clégrly a metropolitan-movement ghipped to the backwoods by
agents from Montreal. The class analysis, beyond the
probiema‘of definition, fails to account for the mass support
that the tempersnce movement received in the 1840's; and it
take too lightly the evidence that drunkenness was not mere
middle class paranoia but a genuine socjal problem
affecting all classes. . ‘ '
What all the existing interpretations overlook is the

essential radicaliﬂerf ‘the early temperance movement.

Preached as a form of revivallsm which advocated a return to
. a purer C stianity, the movement was cloaer to the
ra&icalism of religious sects than the conservatism oftthe

established churches. As a social reform movement, the



attempt to enllst me.es support for the abolition of drink _
was closer to the revolutionary spirit of the 1830's than to
~ the conclllation and compromlse which characterised the
politics of the 1840'8. The most telling indication of this
is the rejection_of'ﬁoderateAdrinklng and the insistence on
total abstinence which éméfged as temperance orthodoxy during
the 1840'9.; Moreover, the bulk of temberance‘eupporters in
the 1840's were drawn from the wofking classes; tﬁe movement
presents the unusual phenomenon of an “upwardly mob%}ef 4
reform movement which progressed frdm a popular bégé to” draw
in middle class supporters. ) _ |
This thesis interprets the temperance agitation of 1840 -
1854 as the translatlon of" radical rellglon into gocial and
political conduct. DBeginning as a apiritual revivel which
mobilised people to reform tpeir own lives, it soon evolved
into an emotional and self-confident campaign for social and
poliﬁical reform. At a time when political radicalism was
effectively checked, temperance channelled popular diacoﬂtent,
into & less direct attack on a reactionary colonial elite
and an irresponsible government. " As such, it gerved as a

positive or “progressive" force which united a broad segment

of the population in an active siruggle for_refofm.
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II ORIGINS OF T OVEMENT S

The tegperance movement originated in nineteenth centuyry

North America in response to drinking that was excessive both
by European standards at the timq and by North Americén_ o
stendards today. The testimony of European traiellgfgfénd
settlers on the cheapness of liquor and its heavy use in North
American pioneer communities ié extensive. - Neither the .

strength nor the production of alcohol was closely regulated

before 1850,_bﬁt it appears that North American communities in_f'

the early nineteenth century consumed some two-and-s-half tq:f

five times as much alcohol per annum as the same commﬁnitiea

-

’

~do today. 2 While Canadians joined whole—~heartedly in these -
. 2 ' [y

bacchanalian habits, they greeted'tamperance proposeals with
their more cléaaical reserve. Though Canadian'temﬁéraﬁcé
aétivity began in the early nineﬁeenthtcepféry, it remained at
a low ebb for several décades. N ' o .
Accounts of early’hprth Ameriéan conéumptioh often sound
exaggerated today. Drinking is gemerally conaiderea_a leisure
5 activity; and working classes og‘pasf eras had less leisure
than they do now. Nineteenth century ﬁriﬁkiné_can onlj beb
appreciated in the context of fhe‘then éurrent belief that '
liquor was a necessity of life. One of the most telling |
‘indications here is the tentative and cautious way in whiéh
eariy temperaxnce supporters approached their goal. The man
/”rho founded the first Upper Canadian Tpﬁperance Soclety in *

1&28 established it as a-one-year experimeht, "as it was then

supposed by many that~ardent spirits were as'indispensable as

- _ ’.

4
»
[
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‘food", = Over s decade later a Lower Canadian curé. founded
what was considered a rigorous temperance sociéty on the béaié,?
thet members would restrict consumption to six small glasses
of liquor a day. *
| . Liquor was, simply, a staple of life. It was commonly
gserved at each meal, including breakfast. > 4 nursing m;ther
bq}iéved it her duty to drink spirits, porter or heer to assure
her flow of milk. ° & traveller knew he was being foolhardy
iY¥ he d1d not fortlfy himself with liquor at his stops along

the way. T

A farmer d1d not expect to put in a full day of
manual labour without stimulating drink, 8 and labourers pald
their weekly "footlng" s0 that the employer would supply the
necessary whiskey on the job site. 2 In the heat of summer
or the ¢old of winter, one did not eapect to' stay strong and
hea}thy without resorting to liquor with the same regularity

that modern office workers resort to coffee. When health

feiled, liquor was the most common remedy, 10 perving at least

. }*:‘

t0 anaesthetize what it could not cure.
Given the level of science and téchnology, many of these
_beliefsrwerg undoubtedly well-founded. %¥Facilities for water
purification were primitive. Water was often drawn directly
from polluted sources and until one built up immunity,‘it
produced stomach disorders unless doct&%éd with brandy or
whiskey. 11 Farming and 1ogg1ng, the two leadlng male
occupations, 1nvolved long exposure to bitter weather, and &
fiery beverage was a more portable heater than a fire.' Even
technologically advaqped_pro;ects such as cansl building

plunged the worker waipt~deep into cold water from dawn till
. f .
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\
dgsk,'with only his flask toﬁwar@ off pneumonia. ;2 Doctéra
had no ﬁ;eiéhtative when cholera and typhus gripped tﬁe ‘
colony in the 1830's and 1840's; %3 though teetotallers
suggested eating figs or applying mustard and pepper to the
stomach, %4 the frightenéd publiérwﬁé perhaps wise to stay 3

*

with the traditional brandy.
" Daily use of liquor does not necessarily imply excess.
Yet ?runkenness abounded, particularly among the male half of

the population. Revelry was a common sport among gentlemen,

-

who in some cases were unable.to perform their duties after a -

- v :
certain hour -of the afternoon because of drunkenness. 15

r - . . '
Merchante sealed their bargains “amid the %ﬁpes of Jamaice and

gin sling", 16 and farmers, labourers.and soldiers spent long

hours drinking in taverns, which some observeérs reported to be
the sole places of amusement for the lower Heasses. 17 Whnile

admitting no class distinctions, drinking did’ tend to polarise

18

along sexual lines. Except in the roughest districts of the

colonial towns, drunken women were seldom 'seen. 19 The contrast
in male’ and female drinking customs was nowhere more evident

than on the frequent journeys of a rural society to market:( e

The farmer...had ample opportunity to warm )
himself whenever he felt inclined, but his /
wife's part in the meantime was tc hold the = |-
horses in the cold at the door....It was (
not until the homeward trip, however, that .
she was likely to really suffer from the N —
cause. In the evening, when returming, he
‘had money in his pockets and the spirit of
jollification properly aroused in his breast;

& 80 she often became a most pitiful, shivering,

weary wreck, waiting at the door of one of
those miserable whiskey selling huts...(until)

her husband -and his friends finally appeared. 202



In Upper Canada, classic "?routie;“ conditions largely ‘
explain the free use'men ‘made of alcohol. The, combination of”
,rabundant harvests with prlmitive fac1litlee for carrying
g?ain to ma:ket made alcohol production a cheap and’ convenient\
use for Burpluses. Liquor was such a vital parf of the rural
economy that dletillers commonly pald farmers for thelr graln
with wh1ekey 1netead of cash,. 2L An ample provision of
liquor was .an underetood part of the payment at.house-raisings
and logging bees; many of the "helpers" came only for the
drinking. 22 On a social level, the predominance of males in-
frontier settlements, the fact that taverne were often the
earliest public buildings and centres of in:formatien,'23 and
the lack of recreation all tended to 1ncrease consumption of
alcohol. The absence of law enforcement agencies prevented
effective legal controls on drinking. 24 Where-settlement
was séarse and the iﬁmigrant poﬁuletion culturally diverse,
social controls of close-knit communitiea were missing as well.
‘ Excessive drinking'wae net confﬁned; however, to pioneer
communities;'it also flourished in the longfeettled regions ef
Lower Canada. Here the imperial trade, which promoted
exchange of.WeetlIndien spirits for Canadian staples,"
encouraged coneqmption. West Indian spiri£e entered Canada
under exceptionally low duties in the range of six to ten per
cent, the lowest tax paid on llquor "by any‘01v1lieed nation
in the worla®. 25 Ueed in the fur trade, cheap rum hastened
~ the demoralisation of the Indians which had begun centuries
\ before. Nor was timber, inereasingly replacing fur as the
\great‘colonial staple in the early nineteenth century, a more

'\ -

\

Yow
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sober buainesé. The.loggers, the‘?aftemen who:brought tﬁe
wood to pori, and the saildrs who manned the timber ships
were all noﬁofioug for drunkenness.

ﬁven emong thosi_yhd stayed at home and farmed the
seigneﬁries,Jthe cheap rum hed its effect. Governor James

Murray had recorded in 1762 that s

 Les Canadiens ne sont pas adonnés a
1'ivrognerie bien que les hommes et les
femmes boivent,une certaine quantité de

~ liqueurs fortes, la rigueur du climat
ayant probablement été la cause de

1'introduction de cette pratique. 21

-

L

Customs began to change soon after the Conquest. By the turn

| of the century, travellers reported that the habitants loved

28 L§€Canadien confirmed in 1807

rum and drank much of it.
that the taste for West Indian spirits "est fortement répandu 3
en ce paya".rfg Condemnation of drunkenness at parish fétes
and workingmen's celebrations began to appear!in Bisgops'
Mandements. In 1817 Le Canadien campaigned against the

unrestricted sale of alcohol in Quebec City, and a

| correspondent confirmed that abuses also reigned in the

countryside, where unlicensed vendors had lately begun %o
sell outside the church doors on Sundays. 30

As the century progressed, the problem grew. Production
of local whiskey increased rapidly in the 1820's; in the
Montreai region alone, the number 6; distilleries climbed
from twenty-éix to fifty—six in the space of four years. 31

According to both clerical and lay observers, 32 intemperance

reached its peak in many parishes in the 1830's. Thomas Chapais

wrote that:
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Les f2tes étaient presque continuelles,
il n'y avait pour ainsi dire que dans
les saisons des semences et des récoltes
‘gqu'on travaillait. J'ai vu des habitants,

pour n'avoir pas réparé les onts fosses

de traverse, (ans la morte—sa gon, jeter .
dans le fossé le premiere charge de gerbes, 3

pour passer les gerbves par—-dessus. \ a

—a

-

The mother country flooded the colony not only.&ith cheép rum
but with a‘iﬁrge class of people who appreciated it. The
British government maintained a sizable érﬁy in the Canadas

“in order to counter intermal uprisings and border attacks.

- Having a regular income and little inducement to save their
pay, aoldiers:drank heaviiy; and grog shops sprang up around
every military post. 34 The bottle also helped compensate for
gerrison conditions, s0 miserable that suicide was n?arly
endemic. Military drinking habits also spread to farm
settlemen’ts wherevér\half-payAéfficers todﬁkup 1and..;5‘

Thus, climate, froutiér, and Empire all p;bmotea Canadian
. ;xcess. J.S.Buckingham, an English temperance'adxpcate who
travelled through North America taking careful note of drinking
conditions, reported in 1840 that the}situation was

"’."7
considerably worse in Canade than in the United States:

From the opportunities I had of judging...
the people of Upper Canada werse much less
temperate thaw thes people of the United
States. Absolute drunkenness...abounds

to a greater .extent in Toronto than in any
town of the same size in America; and we

aaw more drunken persONsS...in our short

stay here, than a traveller would meet 36
within a year in the United States.

~

Cansdians continued to stagger and reel across the Iandséape

as Buckingham travelled eastward along the Kingston road to
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Montresl. 37 When he reached Quebec City, his diagﬁat burst

all bounds:

-

We thought that in this comparatively
gshort drive of less than an hour, we

saw more of povertiy, raggedness, dirty PO
and disorderly dwellings, and taverns-
and spirit shops with drunken inmates, .

than we had witnessed in all our three
years' journey through the United Sitates.

The sharp contrast between Canadien drunkenness and __H//)
American sobriety was. largely due to the growth of temperahce
sentiment in the Un}ted States in the early décades-of the |

#century. There weré fully a million American temperance
supporers by 1835,‘39'and the movement was rapidly winning
enthusiastic supporters around the globe. 10 But in the

Canadas, tempefance made little headway before lBhO.

' Temperance societies had originated in the United Stétes‘
shortly after the turn of the nineteenth century. The attack
on popular beliefs and customs regarding alcohol‘étemmed from
the scientific writings-6f @ respected Philadelphian physician,
Dr.Benjamin Rush. Rush challeﬁged the widely-held medical
.view that liquor was eésential to good health, demonstirating
that it actually causég or exacerbatéd & number of physicg;
‘disorders. - Venturing into the little-understood réalm of
mental disorders, he demonatrated that vielent trembiing,
raving and a number of other characteristics comﬁonly _
associated with madneés were in fect directly attributable to

J

excessive drinking. While upholdipng the moderate use of

fermented beverages such as wing, cider and beer, Rush

advocated that the use of distilled, or "ardent" spirits b

.



discontinued, 41

In a society which used spirits so extensively, Rush's
) N -
findings had revolutionary implications. Every community

: ]
-~~~ ghouldered a burden of disease and depravity, and their ravages '

’ were partlcularly evident among the labouring classes. If -

many maladies were traceable to a Bingle and hitherto

npnsu pected source, removing the source could radically alter
the lot of the poor. Conditions previously thought to be-an

. immdftable part of the divine or the social order might, after
*52?1 be change?.‘ People began to look more closely at the
appélling soéial conditions all around them. The New York
.phyaician who founded the first American femperance society
1511808 found that Rush‘é writings had ."opened his eyes to
circumstancés in his own community which had never before -

received more than a passing notice". 42

Excited by the
dramatic pOSBlbllltles for change, New England reformers and
- philanthropists plqued to avoid ardent spir1ts and to
influence the working claspes to do the same. 43 (

Rush's findings had striking spiritual implications as
well., Drink -had long been'linked with depravify and
1rre11g10n, but it generally enaoyed the status of a neceasary
evil., If, however, drlnk could safely be ellmlnated from the
daily diet,. a mass spiritual awakening might follow. Pastors
of New England congregations founded many of the early ‘
temperance societies. 44 The movement spread fapidly when
revivalists preaching in the Western states, ideﬁtifying »

frontier drunkenness as the grestsst hindrance to the spread

of the gospel, 45 began to preach temperance as fervently as

Fl
{
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~they preached Scripture, These revivalists gave‘the movement

a distinctiv; character gssoc;ating it with emotional
conversion and reutunciation of a sinful life. Shades of
distinction bethegn_moderéte drinking and excessive drinking .
became blurfed;L In the fundamentalist imagery of the preacﬂer,
drink became an absolute evii, total abstinence the only sure
sign of salvation. Failure of early "moderation" societies,
which banned only ardent spirits, to eradicate drunkenness
reinforced this idea, and in 1837 the American Temperanéé}ﬁnion
officiall& recommended total abstinence from all intoxicating
beverages. 46 )

Itinerant evangelists soon rode northward with the glad
tidings of temperance. Canadians were incredulous. A "dry"
bee in 1818 to raise a Methodist chapel in York was discussed
for miles around as an outstanding inhovation. 47T When the
Methodist itinerant Anson Green used the occasion of a
drunkard's funeral in Hallowell in 1825 to urge the.liviﬁg to
sobriety it was considered a gaffe on the part of a usually
popular minister:

All the tiplers from some distance were

at his funeral....The old topers were

not much pleased with my faithful dealing,
but said, aftérwards, that I should have
been dragged from the pulpit....Temperance 48
societies...were not then known. .

Popular scepticism notwithstanding, the Canadian and
Episcopal sects of the Meﬁhodist Church officially endorsed the
temperance- movement in the 185@'9. The Ryersons lent their

influence to the cause, 72 and the influential Christian
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Guardlan, regularly pub1101eed and encouraged temperance
activity. By the early 1830'3, there were a number of Methodlst
temperance societies in various districts of Upper Canada. 50
Other denominations, partlcularly ones with close American
affiliations, also supported the“movement Baptists were active®
temperance advocates in the Niagara peninsula, and tﬁe Western
Aaeociation of Baptists recommended in 1833 that the churches
receeve no members who would not agree to temperance

principles. o1

Scottish Baptist settlements in Upper Canada
also frowned on spirits. 52 5 Presbyterian revival in the
1830's led to the espgblishment of a number of temperance
societies in the Kingston area and on the Niagara peninsula, 23
and a Congregational minister was active in early temperance
wofk in the London areaf. 24

On the surface temperance seemed to be making conasiderable
headway. Largely due to clerical efforts, some ten thousand
Uppe; Canadians had pledged by 1832 to abstain from ardent
spirits and use opher alcoholic beverages moderately. 55 Two
yearsglater, LowerLCanada reported 4,250 abstainers from
ardent spirits, most of them concentrated in the townships

56 However, these

where the population was largely Ameriban.
early denominational groups had 1it%1e organisation and no
effecﬁive means for spreading the movement. While clergymen
might influence the pious they did not reach the worst cases
of drunkenness. Anson Green repdrted in the early 1830's

that although he frequentiy gddressed audiences on temperance,
Upper Canada still presented the sight of "thousands who are

not ashamed fo brawl in our streets and stagger in the
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presence of the sun". o7

Even less successful were the secular temperance groups
which philanthropists and reformers organised in some of the
larger towns. - John Neilson presided over the Quebec society
established in 1831; Sir John Celdwell, Dr. James Dowglaes and
W.S. Sewall were officers, and M.P.'s Bédard and Panet, as well
as several governﬁent-officials, were on the Committee. 58
This society published a temperance monfhly, the Monitor, in
French and English. 59 A number of weaithy merchants funded

60

early temperance work in Montreal, and founded the Canada

Temperance Advocate in 1835 to promote the movement. The
prosperous tanner and philanthropist Jesse Ketchum, with the

support of fellow reformers John Rolph, Thomas Stoyell and

:Marshall Spring Bidwell, 61 founded the Toronto Society and

funded a newspaper called the Temperance Record in 1836, 62

Despite their supporteré, however, these early societies met’
with scorn on.all siﬁes. The differentigtidn between spirits
and fermented bevarages‘left them open to popular attack.
Opponents pointed out that their "moderation" pledges
~discriminated against the common man ﬁho was asked to give up
his whiskey or rum mixed vith water, while wealthier members
*quaffed their strong sherries and ports with impunity. 63
“Railleries‘et garcasmes” met the work of the Quebec city
gr;up; when the cholera epidemic struck the city in 1832,
both the paper'and the society gave up the ghost. 64 The
Montreal Society had to abandon public meetings in the
winter of 1836 when great crowds of "the low and

characterless” presented boisterous opposition. 65 Temperance
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societies also mt ridiculﬁlin Upper Canada. .
The ruling classes wére as hostile as the masses. In the
tense climate of the 183qu, the movement's American origins
and reform connections aroused suspicions. Major Strickland
~warned that temperance societies might well become political
instruments in the hands of designing men, and Colonel Thomas
Talbot accused members of meeting at nigpt to spread seditious
schemes. 67 The state;endowed churches §f England, Scotland

and Rome and the town elite shunned any connection with the
68 '

movement.

The Rebellions of 1837-38 made it clear just how tenuous
temperance support was. As excitement rose to a fever pitch,
men flbcked to the taverns for hundreds of re-enactimenis and
revisions of the battles of St.Eustache and Yonge Street. A

temperance man reported that in Upper Canada

The bar—rooms, grog shops and grogpries...
are literally thronged with comers and -
goers, somewhat in the fashion of bee-hives
...and in almost every town and village
bruised faces, blackened eyes, reeling
steps (are seen)....Multitudes of those who
used to be called temperance men have
broken their pledge, and the greater part
of the drunkards who had been reclaimed-by
long and earnest temperance “efforts...have 69
fallen away.

In Lower Canada tpmperancé gupporters also watched in .

horror while the work of a decade was undone: =

Wo! wo! wo! The fiend intemperance rides
y over this devoted country...no soomner was
’ the alarm of war sounded in this province,.
than trade and commerce ceased, and e
" religion began to decline, while the
business of gistillers and retailers on
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g
supply of intoxicating liquors is

necessary to serve the purposes of war.

Without it the passions of men would not /

be sufficlently exasperated. /;}Q

the contrary increased....The increased //

Particularly in Uppef Canada where temperance suﬁporters
were closely associated with the Reform camp, the movement was .
paralysed. Attendance at temperance mee;ingfdwindled and
political animositiea‘prevented'any effedtive action. &
Ketchum's Temperance R'c rd folded immediately after the

Rebellion, 72 and for wéll over a decade Toronto was unable

to sustain another temperance newspaper. -

nJust as the Rebellions seemed to snuff out temperanée
sentiment, é group of Montrealers stepped forward and fanned E
it back to life. A group of pious businessmen from the city's
Scottish-born community formed the core of the Montreal
Temperance Society, 73 fhe-group which wbhld lead English
Canadian temperance activity for the next decade. These.men
were the very embodimeﬁt of the Présﬁyte?ian'idea; which éalled
the laymen to an active ministry both in church affairs and
daily life. While thq Presby%erian-minister William Taylor
pPlayed a prominent part, 74 the majority of members of the
Socliety's governing Committee were laymen.,

They were not, howevar, laymen of the ordinary sort F&r
example, John Dougell, the Society's rresident, was a selfkmade
man who in his youth had come over from Scotland. Beginnzng as
a travelling salesman, he eventually built up one of the
largest wholesale dry goods firms in Canada. Dougall had ]
compensated for a meagre education by extensive reading; but

he attributed his success not to self-education but to self-
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denial. Convincéd that his youthful conve?sion to temperance
lay at the bottom éf all his ﬁappineas, he spent the rest of
his life attempting to convert others'by his convérsation,
wrltlng and example. 7? Dougall's fellow Commlttee member,
James Court, a land agent, not only gave over hlB evenings to
temperance meetings but of®Pen interrupted his busy offlce
~ hours to close his door and bow down before God in prayer. 76
Prayer and réflection'COnvincéd the Presbyterian luminaries
of the ‘Montreal 8001ety that, at least in Canada, religious
duty summoned the Chrlstlan away from sectarian loyalties and
on to a broader path. Thus they worked together with ministers
and laymen of several denomipations ;n the Committee; 71
The Montreal Society Committee members applled their
‘businpss.skills to marketing a ‘millenial" dream. Despite thelr
canniness at turning & dollar, these men saw temperance as a
’,séqred goal towering abiove all worldly considerations. The
K‘Spciety'aﬁprgs?@ent was convinced that temperance was th;
ins?rumeht Goq"hadhchosen to usher in the final Christian age
the. New Testamént'ﬁromiseg, Dougall inspired his fellow
members with his vision of a great "Temperance Reformation"

. % which would.

L]

cut off gt once and forever the greater
part of all the evils which now afflict
the human race, and prepare the way for '
the time of universal peace, purity and 78
happiness promised in the Gospel. '

1
- i ' . -

R.D.Wadsworth, -one of the few Committee members who” was
Canadian—born, proclalmed Dougall's dream from the housetops.
A11 dur1ng the 1840's he was fo be the most indefatigible of

-~

L
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‘Montreal Society agents, riding through the various dietricts
of both Canadas and preaching temperance wherever he could
gather an audience, abandohing'this work only at temporary
1ntervals when it was necessary to return to his pharﬁaceutical
‘ buslness in order to support his family 3 Wadsworth was a
versatile creature who seemed to be everywhere at once. He
typified the blend of‘practicality.and %#Eam fhat was to make
the MOntreal Society so successful. Seelng the dlfflcultles
‘_early converts faced 1n a world where everyone drank, he opened,

80 When

a special boa;ding house for Montreal teetotallers.
ﬁeOple‘in remote areas expressed growing interest iﬁ promoting

_ temperance, Wadsworth persuaded the Montreal Sdciety Yo
establlsh a dispensary to supply them with temperance 11terature,
songbooks, medals, and demon;tratlon materlale. 81 As

Secretary of the Montreal‘3001ety, he always kept careful

.. statistics of meenting support, providing hard date with which
to impress sceptics, and later in the decadey iegislators as
well, When he took to the road, Wadsworth .packed both

rellgéoue tracts and scientific temperance literature into his
saddlebags, and was equally at home redlstllllng a gallon of

local whiskey to show its impurities 82 or giving Sunday fiu

sermons based on Scripture textis. 83 Moving to Hamilton around
' 1845, he agreed to preach femperance in all the districts of
Canada West,lwest of Niagara. 84, Indeed he was at heart more
ae evangelist than a businessman. The desire to transform

the Y{ves of men seems never to have left him, for the
Hamilton directory records him in 1862 elmply as a preacher in
. Hemilton Market Flace. O

* 9
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Radical vision called for radical commitment, and in 1837
the Society endorsed the most‘rigorous fTorm of teﬁperance -
total abstinence. 86, Though this caused upper class temperance
2 suppoft to'dwindle even further;-87'the ntreal Society
“'welcomed an influx of humbler convertsé/li

[

sailors, labourers apd mechanics increasingly appeared on

n Montreal, sbidlers,

’ puB]{ic plat:t‘ohns to describe their /personal regenerat.’_Lon >
through teetotalism. This approach found favour with the "low
and charqgterlesa" who had pre%iously disrupﬁed meetiﬁés, and
in 1838-the Society ‘was able to hold’a large number of public i
) meetings. 88 1 - .
Much heartened by the'grow1ng popularity of teetotalism

in Montreal, the Committee decided that the mighty Reformation
was within reach, and that it wéé'up to them to precipitate
" the bright heﬁ day in thg¥Canada8. To‘influence those who 5
influenced others, the Committee determined to put a free copy -
of the Advocate in the hands 6f _every Canadian school teacher
and clergyman. 89 This free distribution, and a growing list
of subscrlbers, catapulted the Agvocgte B monthly clrculatlon
from five hundred- in 1836 ?° to three thousapd %in 1839; 9 vy
1841 it would soar to elght thousand.‘g.2 Watchlng the Advocate
roll off the presses, the Committee began to! dream of bigger
jhlng?a> By 1840 they had formulated a bold plan. They would .
: not wait for.temperance ideas to spread slowly; .they would go |
- out and preach the]Temperaﬁce Reformation-diﬁgctly tg tye
illiterate thousands, sending their agenis to every single
township in the land. 93 The  price tag, like the dream, would

ﬁe monumental. The Advocate eagerly implored all temperance

. ‘ .,
,\ ) ,_\. | . -



sociefiee to sehd in contribﬁ%ions anQ,Cémmitteé members had to
dig deeply into the%?_own pockets as annual‘expenditures
akyrocketed from %68 in 1839 to%\lGﬁﬁ, in 1842, 2%

Meanwhile, the Advocaté had begun to flood the tawns and
farm settlements with a message they had not heérd before. In
." the wérld of Canadian journalism, the paper stood out as the
sole peacemaker in a ring of pugilists. It; cglumns issued a

clarion call for people of all gocial classes, religions and

political parties to‘joiﬁéjogether for the good of the colony.

Issues which inflgmed other ‘editors scarcely ruffled the
Advocate. In a rather novel interpre?ation of the Lowér
Canada rebellion the paper gcoldeﬁ the govefnment for issuing
liquor to the, troops, and firedgﬁpg_rest of its broadside at

Tories and patriotes alike:

Reader, cast your thoughts twenty or thirty

. years back — a few hundred puncheons of rum,
principally consumed by soldiers and old
country people...is it wonderful that the
Canadians of French origin’were & contented
and peaceable race?

But now....Their habits of sobriety are gone
....Most of the once-rich farmers have
mortgaged their farms to the merchant, and .
eare at his mercy, and the poor ones and
labourers are ripe for any work in which or
through which they can obtain drink. The
unprincipled leaders, with threats and
treeting...bring up the habitans to their :
share in the fatal business. Would there
have been a battle at St.Charles, if there
bhad not been a distillery at St.Denis?

«..they who have imported or manufac tured
spirituous liquors have been the chief
workmen in this business of miseéry and
death. "What!'" cries a flaming loyalist,
"I incite -to rebellion?” Yes, good Sir,

-
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the puncheons of rum you have imported

and sent in among the once happy

farmers, have done the work more

effectuanlly than all Mr,Papineau's
. speeches.

95

The Advocate's message ﬁroved éimely. Many people were \
dlslllualoned ‘with passlonately partisan politics, which had
borne bitter and unproductlve fruit in the Rebellions. More -
and moré . people bicke§ up copiee of the paper and likedwhat
they read. Following the Montreal Society's lead; temperance
spcieties formerly aligned with denominational or political ‘
groups rewrote thelr constltutlons to_welcome everyone "without
dlst1nct10n of sex, rellglous creed, political -party, or;

condition of lite"; 96

and the many néw soc1et1es which
appeared after 1840 almost inyariably organised on this basis
of open memﬁership. Depoliticieed temperance became
acceptable editorial matter for papers of varying pol1t10al
hues, and by 1841 temperance -activities for the first time T
recelved coverage in nearly every newspaper in the'Province. 97
Temperance alsc leapt & major religious barrier just
after the Rebellions. Tpough Cenadian Catholics had previously .
dismissed temperance'as a Protestant movement, 98 several -
priests began to preach temperance in Lower Canada. The
catalyst here was the news of ‘a moral revolution in Ireland. ™
In 1833, Fathef‘Theopold.Matthew, a Capuchin friar, initiafeﬂ"
what turned out to be the most spectacuier tempefance campaign

in history. 93

-Matthew was, by all accounts, = Ehariematic
figure. Working among the urban poor of Cork, he became

convinced that drink accounted for Irish misery and took to

-

. 4



. the road to exhort his countrymen to total abstinence.

100

Within a yeer he converted some 200,000 people. The

conversion of Daniel 0'Connell, and rumours  that Father

‘Matthew could miraculously cure the ill, combined to create
_ tremendous excitemen_t.,lo1 People thronhed to teke the

»
pledge, and by 1842, there, were some 4,647,000 tgetotallers in
Ireland, their, nameg ell cerefully recorqed in the books kept

by Father Matthew's secretaries. 102 Observers at the time,

and historians: since, have agreed that liguor coneumption and

crime both dropped dramatlcally '‘quring Matthew B campalgn. 103

.Father Matthew's work had major repercueelons in Canada.
General admiretion for hlB success lent an ecumenical tone to
the temperance movement. The Advocate regularly reported his
campaigns, and chided Protestant biggte with the story of a
traveller who toured Ireland eeeing ecercely a drunkard while
great hordes_ of them had etaggered paet him 1n English
thoroughfares, “1nuenlightened, Protee t,_moderate—drinking
Engldand, whilst the other was in Roman fjat\holicv,. teetotal,
sinking Ireland!" 104 ‘ b

ey

More important135 &&(tthew 8 cru;;§e more than doubled the

pool of potential temperance converts in the Province of

Canade‘by*ehtabliehing that temperance was not only a Protestant

but also a Catholic movement. 105 pather Matthew's converts,

distinguiehable by their sobriety, 106

goon began to arrive
in Canada. ‘Father Patrick Phelan, a Monireal Recollet, in
1839 founded a temperance eociety to perpetuate the reform
among his immigrant flock, and Boon thie eociety was 1, 500

strong. 107" 1n % same year, Father Pierre Beaumont, after

.
v
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reading of the Irish crusade, founded the first French
Canedian parish temperance society in his St.John Chrysdstome
parish. When Beaumont first proposed the idea during a Sunday

sérmon, there seems to have been a rush for the doors:

J'appelle une assemblée apreés la messe.
Je croyais y voir accourir la paroisse.., .
en masse. . Helas! mes eapérances. furent
décues. Huit personnes seulement .
s'étaient rendues & mon invitation.

Une seule en avait besoin: c'était un
grand ivrogne; les sept autres...
voulaient, par leur sacrifice, soutenir
les faibles...nous fimes un peu honteux g
de nous trouver en si petit nombre. Ces ’
braves de me dire qu'il valait mieux
abandonner ce projet et ne pas nous

exposer &€ la risée. : 108

Beaumont, however, managed to found & partial abstinence
society, and he wasvsoon‘joined by a collgague who had no
trouble con#incing gudiences that temperance was'a,deadly
serious matter. .

Chg;leé Chiniquy was the most remarkable teﬁgerance
campaigner Canadas ever produced. His power lay iJ a command

of words so powerful that "il fesait pleurer a son gré ses

auditeurs”. 99 Drink apparently ﬁrecipitated the early death
110

the seminary, Chiniquy was ordained in 18133, 11 ona

of\Npiniquy‘s own father, a Kamouraska notary; ‘Entering
appointed Chaplain of the Quebec Marine Hospital. Theré the
hospital's director, Dr.James Douglas, convinced him that

many of the patients owed their maladies directly to drink. 112
In 1839, when Chinigquy found a fellow temperance

sympathizer in Father Beaumont, the two of them decided to d

-

launch a campaign for sobriety in the riverside pafishes near
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- Quebec. A third priest, Father B.Desrochers of Chateau
'Richler, soon joined them. '3 That winter, Chiniquy founded
g "moderation" aocte&z_in his Beauport parish, a placé
notorious for its heavy drinkers. 114 mne gociety was 80

successful that within a year many reformed characters eagerly

115 C.

undertook the full rigours of total abstinence. hiniquy's

ability to convert heavy drinkers to teetotallism was so

" impregsive that people soon labelled him "the Canadian Father
116 -

Matthew" .
If Chiniquy's eloﬁuence parallelled that of Father

Matthew, many felt that French Canada's plight parallelled
Ireland's,. The Canadiens, who liké'the'Irish had endured a
British congquest, had‘spffeggd the samelill effects: the lénd
was blighted witﬁﬁrural poverty, the people had\takén to
drink resulting in a decay of naiibnal ;trength and migration
to foreign lands. But Father Matthew had wxought an Irish
miraclé; now “paftout ou la tempéraﬁce est observée far le
peuple, leg terres gsont parfaitement bgen éultivées et les
réntes se iéient bien exactement". 117 gyven more
importantly, temperanbe had forged a new spirit.

Une force invisible, s'affermissant de

plus en plus dang l'union de tous ses

membres, tendent’d un méme but et lui

offrant cette unanimité de volonté les

moyens d'obtenir en son temps tout ce

qu'elle exjigera. 118

For sevelal years,.the'detoxification of Ireland continued to
amaze the world, and to'q?rture jdeas of applying the same

remedy to French Canadian ills.
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By 1840 then, the stage was set for a remarkable growth

in temperance support. Alcore group of curés, ministers

. and laymen had dedicated themselves to spreadlng the (625
temperance gospel. Montreal exercised a well-funded
leadership with a newspaper that had a large meiling list
in both provinces, and the English Canadien movement was
conaolidat1ng around a programme of total abstinence and
political non-partlaanshlp. Father Matthew‘s ‘catpaign had
established temperance as & Catholic movement as well, end
campaigns were underwa& in the region arougd Quebec City
and among the Irish in Montreal. As the Caﬁadas recovered
from the aﬁgck of‘the-Rébellions, temperance edvocates
propésed a mighty moygl reconstruction to heal a dissipated
people. They proﬁised, with all the faith in the‘world,
that it would rescue both the imperilled soul and the

’ fragmented body pdlitic.
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ITT THE fﬁMPERANCE.HEVIVALS

~ . 3

" Temperance seems an uniikely fonm of ecstasy. In 1840, as
today, drlnklng was often associated w1th "thie out—-gushing of -
generoulty, and the expression of the best feelings. of, our
nature", lr¥éetotéiism with a stony heart: 2 Nevertheless, in
" the fouf'yeafs at fhé beéinning of the decade'thousgnds céme
forward to join temperance societies in what appears to have
been a great surge of religious emotloh. The Cathollc hlerarcﬁy
and the Protestant dlrectors/;% the Montreal Temperdnce ;001ety
conducted ﬁlmultaneouo campaigns io persuade ‘the populqtlon that
the abandonment of alcohol would lead to spiritual awakening.
This temperance revivalism led to a rapid érowth of the
movement, for its zealous converts devoted themselves to

eading the new gospel in their own localities: Supporters
saw the movement as a way of uniting thé commuﬂity in a noble
aim and théy celebrated their new .eommitment by adapting
religious sentiments and ceremonies to express their faith
in the blessings of temperance.

One of the first indications that temperance would acquire

a large following in the 1840's was the assembling of two

- . -

crowds, just a few blocks apayfﬁiﬁxQuebec City's Upper Tewn, on
the night of 28 Septembes 1849. In the Quebec llouse of
Asseﬁbly, E.S. Buckingham gave a lecture which atiracted “Bne
of the most numérous and respectable audiences ever assémbled

T N

in Quebec”. 3 The‘subject was temperance. Having encountered
. e .

disdain for the subject during previous addresses to genteel

audiences in Kingston and Toronto, Buckingham had decided te¢
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us% the tactlc of 1ssu1ng tickets for the lectures and

dlstrlbutlng them to hlgh-ranklng persons, ‘which caused~¢hem to

1

be eagerly sought after. i When the lecture began, a thousand-.
people were on hand. Buckinghaﬁ présehted up—-to-the-minute
figures to show that there were agpproximately 650 taverns and

shops in Qﬁebec Tity where liquor was soid, and that thirty-nine
oo

=,

of the city's inhabitants had died a premature death from oA
drunkenness in the past six manths.‘ He then read a report from
the c1ty gaol which indicated that 1,148 of 1,400_crimgs over

the past year could be traced to drlnklng. According to

Buckingham this information came as a great surprise to most of

the audience M

fierely because their investigations had
never been directed into the channels
through which...such information could

be obtained, and because their attention
had never been drawn to the subject. It
is due to their humanity and proper
feeling, however, to state, that they
appeared to be.as much pained as they were
surprised to find themselves surrounded
with such numerous places for the sale of
intoxicating drinks, and to see so clearly
g0 much of the crime, misery and death
which occurred in their City was to~be” 5
traced to this cause. i

‘After the meeting, the audience promised to supp&rt all
temperance efforts, and they contributed liberally to a fund to
print and circuléte information on the subject. 6

Picking up a copy of Le Canadlen the morning after the
lecture, Buckingham dlscovered that another temperance gathering

had taken place in the city on the same evening, and had drawn a

much -larger c¢rowd., Monseigneur Forbin-Janson, the Bishop of

e

-
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the Diocese of Nancy in France, had urged five thousand men
gathered at a retreat in the Pathedral to form'a Catholic
temperance society modelled on those in IreVand.

. Buckingham is a figure of only passing significance,. for
while his demonstration of the social evils of drink was waxrmly
received in Quebec City, ﬁe was largely ignored in the rest of
the Provinceé. Forbin-Janson, on the other hand, was the
initiator of a remarkable religioqi&?ev@val that swept through
‘Catholic parishes from Gaspé to Byto@;:J In some sixty parishes
the French prelate introdﬁced a new form of devotion known as
the retreat. 8  Retreats were the Catholié counterpart of the
Protestant revivals which awoke popular fervour in Enéland and
North Americae in the eighteenth and nineteenth centurieﬁ. Like
the Protestant evangelists, retreat masters were sometimes
viewed unfavourably by conéervative churclimen, and in France
some referred to Mg. Forbin-Janson and his colleagues as "une
bande de saltimbangues, menant joyeuse vie au dépéns de 1a
credulité publique". E Retreat masters departed from the
formality of the traditional services, passionately exhorting
their agudiences in continuous religious sessioﬁs which-might

extend.from several days to several weeks. They conjured up

the fearful consequences of sin or the beauties of dlvine/mercy'

so vividly that audiences listened with tears streamlng down
their cheéks.llo Retreats were a terrifying occasion for
sinners, but a time of great joy for repenters. While
Protestants saved at a camp meeting found emotional release

through writhing, fainting, or loud individual declarations of
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salvation, retreatgoers chaﬁneiléd the game emotion into
ceremonies of awe—inspiring éolemnity. A large number of priests
would be on hand to administer the sacraments to the crowd, and
after a successful retreat an iﬁpressiﬁe contingent of these
clergymen in their roﬁes of office would march solemnly out Sf
“the church. ThehthrOn%;of believers, singing hymns and carrying
banners, would follow them to an appointed spot to erect.a

larpge cross as a symbel of the parish's return tO‘th faith. 11

Bothi the sudden upsurge of piety and the enthusiésm for

temperance as Monseigneur Forbhin-Janson toured Canada in 1840-
’ E

7 41 astounded contemporary observers.: In compafison with what

was %o folléw;"Canadian Catholicism in the early decades.of the
nine{eenth century was a weak force. TLukewarm popular attitudes
to religion have been variously attributed to the short supply
and inadequate training of priests after the Conguest, to the
growing influence of European liberal thought, and to opposition
to clerical support- of the British regime. 12 The revival of
faith in 1840 has been seen by some as a turning to religion as
a last hope aftér the Rebellion failed $0 provide a solution to
pressing social and economic probiems. 13
Broader forces undoubtedly prepared the ground for a
religious éwakening,_but it was Monseigneur Forbin—Jaﬁson who
reaped the harvest. le passed over the land like a divine
thunderclap, = Some of.h;s evening sessions were so friéhtening
that women and children were not allowed to attend. -4 The men,r
so'densely packed into the darkened churches that it was

difficult to breathe, would listen in frightened silence while

t



la mort a pesé sur 1l'abime...l'abfme
s'est dilatté, puisqu'il s'est refermd,
il appelle 1'Eternité, et 1'Eternitd
accourt a sa voix avec toutes les

A fureurs de l'enfer; c'est alors que
3'elevant sur son auditoire avec un
oeil etincelant et farouche, avec une
voix sourde et sinistre comme le cri de
1'hyéne ou les echos des cavernes, il
déroule devant lui les horreurs de ces
gouffres affreux....il fait courir comme
les roulements de tonnerre sous les arches
'multiplices du Temple; c'€tait au milieu
de la nuit qu'il fessait (sic) entendre ces
paroles de frayeur et d'€pouvante, c'&tait b
au reflets de quelques pAles flambeaux
qu'il ouvrait les cavernes sombres du
goulfre infernal, c'était dans le silence
des tombeaux qu'il fesait resonner la
voix raugue’de l'abTme. et les d€solations 15
de 1'é€ternité. ]

Ppt‘thus.vividly in ﬁind of the Lést‘éudgement, peonle
rushed to renounce their worldly vices. Cure Baillargeon
reported at Quebec that 10,000 people from the town and
countryside attended the week-long retreat; S0 meny lined dh to

_confess-thei£ sins that thir%&kfive priests in attendance could

not minister to them all. 16

Béillargeon estimated that one
thousand of these penitanis were returning to the sacraments

after a lapse of man&/years. 17

On the final nigﬁt of t@?-retreat, Méﬁseignéur Forbin—l

Jaﬁson gave his sermon on temperance. Identifying'drunkénness

as a prime occasion for scandals, family enmities and vioience; £
he implored his hearers to form a temperance society to

safeguard their new piety. Then he gave his final benediction -

and proceeded to other parishes farther west.

No sooner had he departed than Le Canadien reported "all
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, :
the most distinguished citizenry rose up like a single man to
work for temperance", 18 Judge Panet of the Court of Queen's
Bench headed the commlttee of notables who organlsed tite

19

society, and the crowds who‘applled to cure” Baillargeon to

© join were so'large that it took several Sundays to enrol them

a11. 20

Both men and women joined the society, and many pledged
.themselves not only to'moderation but to total abstinence, 2l

Forbin-Janson encountered the: same enthu51astlc crowds as
he proceeded from parish to parish., A4t uOTPl ot. Athanase,
~1'ﬂcad1e and Tr01s—R1v1éres the sick came to him for faith-
healing, and accordlqg to reports, many were cured. 22 At
- Trois-Riviéres, farmers, Indisns and lumberjacks trekked in
from miles around, swelling the excited crowd to over ten
thqusand. After hearing Forbin-Janson preach, six thousand '
people joined the temperance society. 23 At Montreai, 17,000
received communion during a Christmas retreat, and several
thousand men established a temperance society at the preacher's
exhortation. 24 Thoﬁgh he had preached oh tﬁree.conﬁinents,
Mgr. Forbin-Janson declare@ that pe had never, seen more
impressive results.than "la conversion de milliers et de
milliers.d"8mes" on his Canadian tour. °2°

The Bishop of Nancy'férwarded the temperanée movement by
mobilising massive support for spiritual reform, and establlshlng
temperance as a vital part of that reform. In parishes where ~
temperance sogieties had been es‘tablished, fervour continued
long after the orator departed; and this cgnvinced the Canadian

rl

hierarchy that temperance was a key ingredient in the new
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piety. 26 After Forbin~Janson's departure, ﬂ?éhbishop Signay
of Quebec and Bishop Bourget of Montreal actively encouraged alll
the parishes to form temperance societies. 27 Chiniquy and his
colleagues who h;hibegun preaching temperance before‘fhe réveil
now continued their work in a climate more favourable to reform.
Chiniquy, after being appointed curé of Kamouraska in 1842, |
promptly won 1,200 converts in that parish and, at the request
of other curéfs, established temperance societies in twenty
additional parishes in the region. 8\ number of other priests
began to pfeach.temperance,at Sunday sermons and at special
temperan;e retreats: one of these given by Father Aubry of the
Quebec seminary attracted even more temperance support in Notre
Dame parish than Forbin-Janson's exhortations had dene. 29 The
movement.spread rapidly throughout the Quebec diocese and by
1842 Archbishop Signay was able to cong;;tulate his flock for a
mMarked increase in sobriety. SR
Montrealers. were less .ardent. Moftreal was the provincial
brewing and di$ti11ing Cegtre, and its population was not noted
for tractability‘to eithér civil or religioué authorities.
Though several thousand had joined the sociéiy establiéhed by
Forbin-Janson, the elite did not come forward as they had in

Quebec bity. 31

32

. Those who did joir were reluctant to pledge
totdl abstinence, and prbmised on;:\kgderation.

The Bishop of Montreal could not accept this lukewarm

attitude. Bishop Bourget, whose diocese in 1841 included not iﬂb

only the Montreal district but als

the logging camps of the

Ottawa valley, was appalled y hi people's drunken profanation
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of bap?isms, marriages and holy days. 'He.believgg drinking
had ?eéchgd such qgré proportions that it was no longer one
vice‘among maﬁy but the "mal capital de.ce pays". 33

t . Bourget launched a determined cémpaign to bring his unrg}y
sheep into the fold. He invited the Oblates, a French order of
preaching fathers, to establish éﬁemselves in the Montreal -~ |
diocese and no sgqomer had the first priests arrived in 1841 than
the Bishop'commggsiOHed them to establish tempéfance societies -*

in the various far-flung missions of the diocese. Temperance

hecame regular fare in the diocesan newspaper, Les Mé€langes

Réligieux. Les Mélanges reported and encouraged temperance

actiyity throughout the diocese and ran a column called “Suites .
thestes de 1'Intempérance"”. These were obituaries seasoned

with editoriél comment illustrating how often drink was lethai
to body, soul, or both. To insure that the Xﬁhnger generation

learned to despise drunkenness, Mgr. Bourget introduced the

Chiniquy Manuel ‘de Tempérance, full of dramatic patables on

the spiritual and physical dangers of alcohol, as a textbook -
in the schools. 35 | .
Above all, the movement travelled by word-of-mouth. Its
warmest propoﬂents,sﬁopk the country parishes with fearful
descriptions of the torment;hzz:§t2€e for the drinker.
Prominent among the newﬁg;géa"of temperance revivalists was
Reverend Edouard Quertier, who founded the Société'de la Cfoix
in his parish of St. DPenis in 1842, awarding a small black cross
 to those who took the pledge. 36 Convinced that drinking aﬁd

many other popular pastimes were tools of the devil, Quertier
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lashed his audiences with sermons "violentes et terribles corme

?

une page d'Isaie", 3/ then dealt the final, punishing blow wiii.

his own large temperance cross:

-

M.Quertier parut en chaire, aprés
lt'évangile.+,.il explique 2 ses
auditeurs la necessité du sacrifice
pour détruire l'ivrognerie. Et il
rappella que la croix seule peut
inspirer des résolutions qui aillent
jusqu'a la destruction radicale des %
habitudes, et que la croix seule
pouvait vaincre le démon: la croix
devant laquelle tout genou fléchit”
dans le ciel, sur la terre et dans -
les enfers,

Et alors it prit la croix noire, il
1'éleva audessus de sa t€%te, il la
brandit comme un signe de rédemption,

et il demanda & son.peuple de se
prosterner pour la vénérer. Tt la

foule s'agenouilla; et des pridres et
des larmegp jaillirent de tous les coeurs.

38

Reverend Alexis Mailloux, who soon joined Quertier in championing

the Sociét€ de la Croix, al€o)thundered against drink, luxury

9

and light-hearted behaviour Chiniquy's temperance lectures,

included horror stories of ponents of the movement who had

their intestines ripped open o
40

wer€ swallowed up by
earthquakes. Chiniquy'ﬁ@attack on drink became so excessive
that Mgr. Signay ordered him to exérdise moré restraint. 41
These fierce evangeliéts took -the ?ural ﬁérishes by ‘gtorm. .
People thronged to church—to hear Quertier speak, and they
attributed miraculous powers to his temperance crosses. 4z
Chiniquy was even more eagerly sought after. Indeed, it was
'Chiniquy's strgng fire that férged temperance into a campaign

for total abstinence. He began'to ingist on abstinence in

—— '



total abstinence in 1843, he demonstrated that rural audlenoes

‘population enrolled.

49.

the early 1840‘3 even though his superiors still condoned the
use of Wwine and other fermented beverages. 43 By converting
the entire parlsh of Ste. Faﬁllle on the Isle d'Orleans to

were prepared to renounce drink altogether. He won his point,

' and by mid-decade the hierarchy equated temperance with total.

abstinence. 44

The most dramatic conversions to total abstinence were among
groups suffering frem extreme poverty or ‘extreme SOCldl isolation.

Temperance revivalists persuaded those in distress to EQEExltute

the conéolations of religion for those of drink. When Chiniquy,

Mailloux and several other priests conducted a temperance crusade
in'the remote Nadawaska region in the spring of 1844, the entire
45 1rish immigrants flocked to 301n Father
Phelan's society in Montreal, wiich had nearly three thousand
members by 1641. 46T’Phodan also founded a temperance society
for soldiers which .was credited with brihgdng many back to
sobrlety and the sacraments after years of licentious living. 4T
Even more astonishing was the success of temperance revivels in
the northern reaches of the dlocese. A retreat for Irish and
French Canadian Catholics at Bytown in 1842 establlshed a v
temperance society there and produced the first quiet and sober
St. Patrick's day celebnafion in the‘aneals of Bytown. 48 |
Encouraged by this event, several Oblate missiOnaries devoted ~
the next few years %o reformlng the habits of some six thousand

rough inhabitants of logging camps scattered at several hundred

ssolated sites throughout the Ottawa Valley, while others
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induced Indian bands wandering the immense territories between
"

Abitibi and Hudson's Bay to take the pledge. +7
" The tiﬁber camp conve?siaps:astgunded everyone. The
unexpected dppearance of missionaries in the wilderness amazed
tﬁé”}umberjacks, and many were more surprised than pleased. 50

_Put in mind of the Last Judgement, however, by a series of

logging aéofdghtsb,many renounced Qrink and returned to the

_H1% ’

.sacraments., The missionaries sustained their converts by .

accompaﬁying them down the river to the settlements in the.
. ¢ : .
spring. When the raftsmen descended the Chaudiére Rapids *in

-earlj 1845, Point Gatinejf residents

-~ ' ne les reconnaissaient pas....tUn
respectable curé nous disait qu'il ne
. les reconhaissait plus., Mon village,
dismit-1il, était, les années ° i
précédentes rempli de jeuwres gens r’/‘_
ivres qui repandaient la terreur dans ‘
les ruves par leurs cris et leurs
blasphémes qui insultaient tout le
monde; on ne voyait gque chicanes et
batailles. WMaintenan tout est paisible.
Il alleit par plaisir les rencontrer Lo
sur leur cdages, chantait avec eux, PO
< leur- fisait la priere. N 5

: - - 2
The singing and praying sometimes_became less fervent by the

time they reached Quebec, where a thousand temptations awaited"
the logger with his year's wages jingling in his pocket. Thir
- - Oblate Miséipnary, Father Durocher managed to shore up wavere

™Swith a series of tavefn “show—downé": ///

Les prétres méme de la ville regardaient:
: comme inutiles les peines qu'on se
\ ~ donnait pour les rassembler. Ils furent

bien étonnés\S:\Te voir gller les chercher

-
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dans leurs auberges, leiur Ster le verre
u'ils tenaient en maln, le verser par
terre et leur dire qu'ils en avalent

_assex buj leur commander de venir a

1 égllse et passer & travers les rues

suivi d une centaine de jeunes gens

moitié habillds. ILa curiosit€ attirait 53
3 1'épglise grand nombre de citoyens..

The rellglouq ;PVlValS of .the early 1840's thus served to
introduce temperance soc1et1eq throughout Canada Last. A#s early
as 1842 Mgr. Signay reported that they existed in every parish .
in the Quebec dlocese, where 30,000 people had enrolled. o4 By
the following year, the Montreal dlocege,had established parish
societies "& peu prads partout”. %5 1In'1844 Charles Chiniquy's
lianuel -de Tempérance recorded the remarkable support in the
space of five short years, Téllying up the number of members
in the various dioceses, he recorded that there were 75,000
Catholic temperance society members in Canada 56 who had
promised, through a radical reform of their drinking havits,

to carry on .the réveil réligieux in their daily lives.

During the very months when Mgr. Forbin-Janson was

. exhorting the Catholic. population of Canada Fast to temperance,

aﬂ%thgr revival was stirring up Protestaut cohmunitigs
throughout the Province. It'fgnned out frOm.MOnfreal in

1841 and within months spread as far west as fhe.shores of
Lake Huron. In hundreds of Settlements.frqm‘the Eastern
Townships tpﬁthe remote Western District, strangers were
knocking on doors., Thef,went'from housé'to house asking people

to come to an ¥wening gathering in the local church, or at a

platform erected beneath the stars. Many agreed to attend. *

Vi
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When people &rrlved they often encountered the unususl

‘sight of three or four clergymen of rival denom1nat1ons assembled
together on the platform. One of these clergymen would open th¢
meeting w1fh a prayer. Another would step up to the podium-and ’ “ﬁ
begin to spea&rsorrowfully of all the sin and suffering that
burdened manklnd. Soon- he would reveal how much of this evil
was totally unnecessary; it came about only because people
abandoned both reason and morality by getting drunk. Other
speakers would bring the boint home by recapitﬁlating stories
of recent fights and accidents in that very neighbourhood
tracing tgem baék, step—b&—step, to tihe bottle. Presently the '
stranger who had organised the meeting would rise to speak. As
all eyes riveted upon him,. he would begin to unfold a beautiful
vision., A second great Reformation of Christianity was at hand,
and untold blessings would soon flow over thg_lénd. 'Thex had
in fact already begun in other parts of Canada. Just a few
miles back down the road in a town he'd left behind, he had
seen the davm breakiné. Longtime sinners were finding God and
returniﬁg to the church.. Husbands and wives were patching up
their guarrels, and feuding'neighbours were shaking hands.

a

Communities full of strangers were at long last coming together
in é spirit of brotherly love. This ;reat gfformation

involved no complicated dogmas; it all hinged on making a simple
promlse to abstain from alcohcl ‘This pledge was for people

who wanted to help others as well as themselves. The strong
and the weak were going to rise up together, and banish
alcoh01.££2F the earth. Children would grow up never knowing

> - .
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the deadly. thirst which had corrupted and enslaved théir¢pgrenta,
and o great load of misery would drop from the shoulders of
mankind. |

As the speakef waxed more and more eloquent on the meriis
of sobriety, he gscalated his demands. lHe was not interested in
aﬁy péssive‘“sympathisers". The friends of alcohol were high,
and mighty, and many; the eomi%g struggle would be fearful and '
half-hearted psople would only we;an the temperance ranks. A1l
supportefs must become apostlés, praying in private aﬁd in
public for the gpread of abstinence, angd agifating the queétion
"in the stage and on the -steamboat, in the drawing room and

the railroad car, in the workshop and in the field", o7

)
Then and there, with his fine words still ringing in the
?

air, the'spgaker called for recruits. He asked all of them to
come forward and: make &-lifelong commitment

that we will not use intoxicating liquors

as a beverage, nor traffic in them: that

we will not provide them as an article of

entertainment, nor for persons in our .-

employment; and that in all suitable ways
we will discountenance their use throughout 58

the community.
Generally a sizable portion of the audience came for&ard, and
‘sometimes a local brewer, distiller or tavernkeeper would agree
to phase out his business. 29 Then at the preacher's urging,
the new piedgetakers would elect officers and plan to meet |
again to begin gpreading the good work.»vAfter singing a
hymn, the new temperance society would adjourn. -

The itinerant preachers who appeared on the highways and
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pack trails of the Province in 1841 were péi@ agents of the
Montresl Temperance Society. Carrying out its résolution to
promote temperance throughout the Province, the Society by the
autumn- of 1841 had six agents in the field. Three laymen had
enlisted as full-time agents. .William Black went out to convert
the Eastern townships. R.D. Wadgworth, Secretary of the
Mon?real Society, agreed 10 carry the message 1o other
‘Protestant communities in Canada East and also to the Ottawa
District; Jafes McDonald of Picton rode out the Johnstown,
Bathurst, Midland, Victorie and Prince pdward District. 61 - g
cover the areas farther west, the lontreal Society had offered
to pay the expenses of any clergymen who would uhdertake a

series of two—to—four week_tours'to preach temperance. 62

ﬁe;eral long—tiﬁe sympathisers came forward. # Presbyterian
minister, R.H.Thornton, agreed to tour the Newcastle and 'lome
Districts. Wwilliam Clerk, & COngregatlonal Minister, prOmlsed
to carry the message 1o the Brock and Core Districts and the
Hurcn Tract; Reverend Richard Saul headed for the pioneer
communities of the Western District. 63 The agents were asked
to arrange meetings before setting out, and to attempt to
secure the co—operation of the local clergy at each settlement
they'visitéd}l.Where there were no local sympathisers, agents
would gometimes canvass door—to—door to gather, an audience.
The agents soon began to send in reports of an unexpectedly
warm public response. James McDongld, touring the Johnstown

District in December 1841 wrote:



I have dlstrlbuted a large number of
Advocates and tracts....The physicians,
generally, are not...favourably
disposed....(but), the magistrates are
not backward; fourteen are enrolled in
the society. . A1l the ministers of the
three branches of Methodism are giving
their influence to the cause. The
great majority of Presbyterians are
doing the same, s0 are .the Baptist
ministers; and I understand "that the . -
Catholic prlest at Prescott, Mr. Clerk, '
has lately 'established a 5001ety...I
have held 24 me€tings...obtained 450
- signatures to the pledge: 44 subscribers 65
; to the Advocate.

[

lioving on to -the Colborne and Newcastle Ddstficts, he reported
that the-habits b: the people were undergoiné a remarkable
change, and that some fourteen temperance inns had opened along .
the road between Ottawa and Torontdv 66 Rlchard Saul reported
- from the Brock Dlstrlct that many who had come to meetings

deteimined not to join had;been converted, and that

-

much excitement has been produced and
?ﬁ © the public mind turned to this important < g
. subaect.u In many places where no :

temperance exertions had been made the

cause is introduced....I met with very

little opposition....Many ministers of

different denominations, who previously -

\ stood aloof, have now united with the

different sdc1etles, and some of them

..are very zealdus advocates.

.
These temperance agents established a strong network of
: . . 1

67

e

temperance societies across the Province. The three lay aéents.

alone were credited with enrolling one thousand teetotallers a

month. 68 Convinced that moderation pledges which allowed use
. — -~ 1 !

. ) ; .
of wine, beer and cider were a chronic cause of backsliding,
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They urged societies to keép atcurate membership
records, [removing .the names of known pledge-breakers from their

hey asked all the solieties to send these statistics

lists.
K gnd} if /possible, local delegateg to- yearly temperance
Under the direction of the Montreal Society, the temperance
campaign4 English'Can’da'glowed with the same pious fervour
Wh%,h charac érised the téveil in French Canada. Not aii
‘tgﬁperance sup

orters wefe religiously motivated; some grgued
nt should follow the trend in ﬁje United

ﬁhat the Canadi
'States and Britalg of atracting a large public to meetings by
using comic somgs and/theatrical dialogues’ rather than "repelling
them by solemnity and religious exercises". 89 put the

WOntreal Temperance Society, while noting the material benefits

of\ temperance, declared that this was a sacred cause; Drink

was undeniably a social blight; but even more deVasfating, it”

w &the stréight road to hell:

Were the city of Montreal destroyed by

fire, and all its inhabitants destroyed
“in the flames, only 40,000 would be lost,
.and many of them would go direct to

heaven; but in America, there dies

annually 60,000 drunkards, not one of 70 ’
whom shall enter heaven.

T

VRN
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The Society's evangelical approach proved very popular.
Maﬁy people felt that & good strong dose of religion was just
Qh;t their neiéhbouré needed. Temperance supporters in Canada
West often said that their firsgrgoal was to stop the Sébbath—
breaking that disgracedftheir seitlements. Though the churches

wrestled with the taverns for popular allegiance, it was clear

~

that taverns were winning. A delegation appointed by the Free
Church to visit-all its congragations toured the Province in

1845 and reported that

in almost every instance intemperance was
found to be the proximate or direct cause

of those sins which rendered the exercise

of discipline necessary....0 how many

young people are corrupted, to their utter
ruin, by the yvulgar ribaldry and profane
scoffs and jests, to be met with daily,

and hourly, in the well-known haunts of 71
intemperance. )

-

Drunkenness had grown so bold it even dared show its face
. ~
at religious services themselves. One man was shocked when he

had occasion recently to be in a crowd,
where a Minister of the Gospel was

" preaching in the open air, and whichever
way he turned, the smell of intoxicating
drinks came from someone near him with
nearly as much sirength and a vast deal
more stench than from the bung-hole of 12
a liquor cask. ,

—

Given the circuméﬁances, many did not wonder to see the
outraged Divinity gtooping to intervene on behalf of the gfeat
Temperance Reformation, as in Leeds County where a scoffer was

struck dead after disrupting a temperance meeting. 73
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In places where neither God nor the local clergymen lent
any tangible support, scriptural authority often sufficed. The
Montreal Society found an eager mgrket in 1841 for a book called

Anti-Bacchus, a ponderous gscriptural exegesis from the teetotal

point of view. 74 one agent described a meeting in Sydney where
. 5 .

there were a great mahy questions asked

by some friends, respecting those passages

of Seripture which appeared to them to
countenance the moderate use of "wine and
strong drink", especially Deuteronomy,

14th chapter, where it was .thought liberty

was given for the moderate use of it...(They
conceded that the agent's) replies were
satisfactory...,after which we passed the 75
pledge.

The campaign to preach temperance in every township in the
}gnd rapidly exhausted -the Montreal Sodiety's fat‘bankroll.
LFécing mounting debts, the society was forced_tb suspend its
travelling agents in late 1842. 7% while never able to repeat
the concentrated exertions of 1841—42? it contiﬁued to send out

agents intermittently througheut the decade whenever finances

;
’

'pemitted.'
_ The agents rode homeward in 1842 with glad hearts. They
were no longer neefled, for they had created a bandwagon able to
roll on its own initiative. Wherever the agents had penetrated,
bands of zealous disciples arose to forward the cause. The
temperance revival continued to spread rapidl& for two more
years. In Canada West, Toronto emerged as an evangqlicél
centre. The Toronto Temperance Reformetion Society and the

Catﬁolic, Military, and Juvenile societies had a combined

[ 4
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strength of 2,800 members by 1842, 7T gnd activists such as
Jesse Ketchum; James Lamb and Rev. J. Roaf frequently rode out
%o address meetings in the surrounding countryside. 7” Smaller
societies began to pool their.effort§ to -organise tempérénce
gatherings and open temperance inns. By 1844, the Midland,
Prince Edward, Newcastle, Home, Gore, Wellington, Niagara,
Talbot and Brock districts all had District Temperance Uni;ns, 73
and other districts soon followed.

These District Unions hired their own full-time temperance
agents. The most popular of these was G.W. Bungay, who worked
for District Unions in the Niagara, Hbme, Brock, Wéilington,

80

Taibot and Londog districts between 1840 and 1845. Bungay

held special temperance camp meetings to give his Hearers a
concentrated dose of inspiration. g1 Bands of musicians would
play tempefance hymns while Bungay, aided ﬁy sympathétic
clergymen, would exhort the audience %o abandon the bottig\and
embrace salvation; to "come on board the total abstinence shiﬁ,

séiling Tor safety". 82

Audiences responded warmly to Bungay,
who combined a ripgid insistence on total abstinence with a
mellifluous style that suggested warm love for humanity. He
gstressed that the temperance advocate, like John Bunyan's
pilgrim, must cheerfully endure all.sérts of trials in'his
journey through.; world where many }ived in darkness. Bungay
described his own three arduous years of temperance predchiné
in the Niagara district in this light:

I have been mobbed, stoned, weylayed,
and stopped on the highway —= I have been
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hung, burnt, and shot, in effigy - I have,
in remote settlements, where I was unknown,
frequently eaten but one meal a day, I have
lectured by firelight and slept on the soft?
gide of a plank in the schoolhouse - I have
lectured by the wayside and slept soundly
on a bed-of lwxuriant grezs in the open

- field - T have forded creeks - waded through

- swamps — been lost in the pathless forest,
where the bounding deer, the hungry wolf,
and dangerous reptiles were my companions
.ve«] have generally met with a hospitable
reception, and have been kindly assisted by
ministers of different denominations....I
have travelled about ten thousand miles,
delivered about one thousand lectures,
received about eighteen thousand names to 83
the pledge.... :

]

Bungay's message and style warmed the hearts of ‘even the "best

fRlk" in farming communities:  After a meeting in Newmarket in

J
oy
%
- R 3

1844 Bungay reported that he saw

the largest building in the place filled

. with intellectual and influential persons,
who listened with undivided attention to

- a speech three hours long. My pilgrimage
through this portion of the district was
transformed into a trlumphal march, for
the people followed me in processions. Y

from place tc place. .

The proliferation of locsl temperance agents produced a
growing number of communities where the majority of the

85

population were teetotallers. Enthusiastic societies began

to send out members to canvass whole towné and townships for
supporters. They held ward or section meetings io be sure that
every, member of the population heard, and re-heard, the
message. 86 Before mid-dec#de the movement had feached

saturation point in areas which had very active societies or

popular leaders, or which yere heavily travelled by agents.



William Black rébbrfgd,from the townships in 1842 that two
societies in Stanstead Mownship had enrolled nearly all the

villages and

? .

thus the high-ways and nedges were all
that was left for me %o visitj and in
some places, many of . the names were
already enrolled in some society,

leaving little for me but the mere 87

gleanings.

In Newmarket in the same year tiiere were reported to be 2,500
13
teetotallers within a twenty-mile radius.
: ! v -~
By 1844 neédrly everyone in the Province had been exposed %0
the temperance gospel. The degree of support varied from
township to township. There were certain temperance strongholds

g3 90 91

gsuch as Picton, Newmarket, and the Eastern Townships,

while places such as Lachine, 92 Port Hope, 93 and Coburg 94
were noted for stout resistance to any temperance efforts. The
reéturns to_ the Montreal Society convention in 1844 indicated,
however, that the movement had spread fairly evenly through the
seventeen districts of Canada West. e
As agents swept over tie Province, the number of signatures
t6 the total abstinence pledge steadily mounted. Wadsworth,
the Recording Secretary of the Wontreal Society), took pains to
tally accurately 96 the number of people who took the pledge.
wadsworth recorded a striking growth of support in the firs%
four years oflthe decade: not lesé than 30,000 t;etotallers in
the UnitedrProviﬂbe in 1841; 97,100,000 by 1843, 98 120,000 in
early 1844. 93 By October of 1844 the movement reached its

peak: there were 150,000 Catholic and Protestént teetotallers in



the Province of Canada, 100 orgaﬁised_in six hundred societies.

Of this number, there were 60,000 male e&ults, 52,000 female
adults, and 35,000 juveniles from 5-16 years'of'age. 191

The religioes revivals that surged“acfess the Province in
the early 1£40's geve fempebance an appeal it had not previously
possessed. They wrapped the rather cold, prosalc virtue of

sobriety in a blanket of emotionalism and elevated it to the

level of the sublime. As thousands converted, temperance began

“to seem much more than a ‘step to personal salvatlon - it became

a breathtaklng leap towards the regeneratlon of mankind.

This vision was important, for it enabled supporters to
weather a storm of oppos1t10n. Despite its growing pefularity,
temperance still had powerful oppoenents. The preponderance of
lower class converts at temperance revivals did little to enhance
sobriety's prestige, and teetotalism was often an economic and
social llabilily. Employers refused to 'exempt non—drinkers from

1102

fees fof'liquor'supplied on job—sites; jeering fellow

.workers sometimes forced teetotallers to resign and seek other

employment. 103 Some military officers broke up regimental

temperance societies and.flatly refused to enlist any man who

.could not "take his glass". 104 Gentlemen appeared at temperance

gatherings to persuade local people to give up their foolish

fanaticism, 105 Less genteel opponents used stronger tactics

such as throwing rocks at agents 106 or setting fires at

temperance meetings. 107 >

In English Canada, even clergymen often sniffed at the

mighty Temperance Reformatlon. YWhile the_Methodist, Baptist

~.

NG
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? angered even the usually sympathetic Methodlst clergy.

and Congregatlonal churches supported temperance, 108 their

1nd1v1dua1 ministers and congregations were not always

109

favourable. .- Many Presbyterian, and most Anglican minisﬁefs

opﬁosed the movement. 110 ‘Many saw abstinence as downright

111

v A . . - !
intemperate; otheri&objected to teetotallers' tendency to reduce,

Christianity to 'a single moral issue. Some accused “

temperance agents of usurping the clerical roie; Sunday

temperance meetings which drew people away\fiom church services
112

- ~

D e

Temperance supporters fought back. While welcoming all
clerical eupﬁbnt, the Montreal Temperance Society regularly

berated.the churches for failing to champion the cause. This

attack fell on very receptive ears. Many Protestants were

}dngruntled with the political entanglements and denominational

i)
feuding of the churches and also with immigrant clergymen who

were often "so dissimilar from their flocks in tastes, habits
and prejudices that they might almost coee frem another

planet", 113 pemperance was a handy 1ash,§itﬁ.ﬁiich to chas‘tise
unpobuiar clergymen. Angry teetotallers éeelafedithat clerﬂcai
indifférence was the greatest obstacie to reform, since the |
gepefel public could scarcely be expected to adopt higher
stendards than churehmen did. 114 Undaunted even when their

congregations ostracized them for "speaking out somewhat too

'frankly on oef%aip points", 115 temperance zealots prophesized

a coming day of judgemeny which would reveal the teetotaller;

116

not the clergyman, as the true friend of Jesus. Less pious

.souls pointed out how freguently clergymen themselves found a
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friend in the bottle, ~1' The attacks eventuslly grew so -

virulent that the Advocate felt the need to restrain temperance

o
: . A X s ‘
sociéties from “"abusing and slandering Christian ministers". 118

" -

Despite these bitter conffontations, sobriety brought joy.

wSeldom has suc{h a rigid act of slelf—de_nial'prodtuced such gay
abandon, Supporters poufga out into the ﬁtréetsﬁ harses
pranﬁing, cymbals clashing,. ;boirs singingt bangers floating in

the breeze. Gre§£ crowds of people gipcked-in fromrﬁhg quiet

villages and farms for pageants such as’ that held on the banks

of the Ottawa River near Hawkesbury in 1842:

- | " Notes g} music fell upon...{the] ear,
» . and presently the advance guard of a
tempgrance army was seen winding down
the hill. No weapon however of hostile
import was with them....Banners, great ' ’
and small, borne by ladies as well as
gentlemen, waved din the air. "Union
and Temperance", "Temperance will you
join us",...and "Happiness" were some’
of the mottoes they bore. In passing
from Hawkesbury to the place of meeting,
- the procession having between fifty and
sixty carriages, and many persons on'
horseback, presented an imposing
appearance.

119

Temperance societies collaborafed fof huge District
celebraéions which grouped hundreds and sometimes thousands of
,people together: Gazing out over the throng of young and old,
Catholics and Pfotestants and multiple nationalities, temperance
supporters felt that the movement was truly restoring
fragmented Christendom to its original unity. 20

Tgetotalism was particularly‘eihilarating when it stobd

.traditional Christian hierafchi dn their head. The lower
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classes often saw the light in a flesh while their' superiors

groped towardé it more slowly. Thus reluctant bishops gdopted
r "™ B~
total abstlnence only after Chiniquy had already converted lay

aud&ences. " Presbyterian deacons who initially re81sted the idea -
finally joined humbler converis at a temperance rev1qa1 in
Gainsborough; 121 .nd three Church of England clergymen skulked

into the fold at Port Sarnia to find, belatedly, that temperapge /

wrought wonders; and doubtless is one - 7
calse that we [in Sarnia) hear no :
strife, no jealousy, no envy or abusing

of that church, nor its warring and 122\);
abusing others.

»

Teetotalism not only“reversed the position‘?f clergyman and
layman but drew its saints from seme unexpected quarters. The

Victorla a001ety for Reformed Drunkards, established 1n “ontrealr

in 1841, eggolled 180 Xf_ the hardest drinkers in the city. 123

Tor several seasons jrepe reformed characters became the mos T

12

popular temperance gpeakérs in Montreal. Two Victoria

Society members went out as missionaries to some hundred
settlements and army regiments, 1ndu01ng some three thousand :
. A

hard drinkers to take the‘pledge.‘lzs. Reformed soldlers and

126

Indiané“ﬁére also prized temperance speakers. Indeed the

’/fga@l was so high and elusive that any man, woman or child who.ﬁy.

heard the gospel was quallfled to preach, and manj d1d 80. 127 ‘
"Abs ﬁ%gence gave pegple a. ‘new courage. Men, silent for years *
i

durinf Masses, suddenly felt no shame Ain 301n1ng the women- in

-
fervent song and prayer at temperance gatherlngs, 128 wome?

broke Victorlan strlctures to parade publlcly through the streets."

[
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‘on behalf of temperance; 123 iﬁymeﬂ knocked on rectory'dobrs

. < . : ; , 3
to sermonize ministers on their moral duty to abstain. 136

In French Canada, the vast hopefulness generated by
témperance was associated with the revival of Catholicism.
Priests singled out teetotallers as model Catholics, giving

T & - .

131

them a place of honour in religious processions. At a time

when retreats .were very popular, these sessions were sometimes

reserved for temferance society members. 132

Temperance
occasioned somqﬁl the most awesome of the new devotions
iwtroduced duringrthe réveil. When a temperance column was
ereétéd at Beaupoft in Septeméer 1841, several bishops, numerous
clergy, twenty-two sections of men led.a cavalry, énd severn
choirs of women mafched in procession while ten thousand peopié

¢

sang and cheered. The editor of le Canadien philosophized on
. -—w .

’
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the rapturous effect of these ceremonies:

te

Nous n'avons jamais rien vu de si beau,
de si imposant, de si ravissant que
cette cérémonie. Nous n'avons jamais
vu une multitude aussi immense
rassemblée en méme lieu et pour un aussi
noble but....L'homme...en presence de
tant de majesté, se sent....Comme
magnetisé}de respect et de crainte,
comme obsédé de la vaste idée de son

« avenir que, dans 1'illusion d'un
orgueil peu digne de sa noble destinée, 134
il a born€ au terme de sa vie. _

» Teetotallers groped for\words to describe the joy they :

felt and a reporter for les es finally put his finger

on it, Noting how directly spiritual draughts substituted

1

-
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for older pleasures, he declared that the masses of new
teetotallers had been carried away by "l'ivresse

religieuse". 135

The ﬁemperance'revivals declined almost as suddenly as
they had begun. Ecstatic religion loses its effe}vescence
after a certain period of exposure. Preached as a fom of
religious revival, temperance won.some 150,000 converts in
the first four years of the decade. By late 1844 the formula
was going flat. Revivals, yielding diminishing returns were
held less frequently. Fewer people caﬁe out to temperance
meetings. * There were rumours of widespread defections to
the pledge, and even fai thful teeto£§11ers showed less zeal

136

in converting others. The temperance movement did not

"end however, but began to. take a more worldly turn.
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of parishes. See for example: MR(Vercheres), 19 mars 41;
(Boucherville), 18 fev. 42; (Burlington), 18 nov. 42; (Sault—
gu-Recollet), 28 fev. 43. Cf. also Trudel, Chiniguy, op.cit.,
p. 35; CTA, zCarleton) September 1841.




28 )
Lemay’ .Q.Bo'g_j_-_go’ P 28-
N
29 . . ,
Hardy, Apercu..., op.cit., citing Cure Baillargeon's
Cahier des Pronesy the 5 fevrier 184§_entry.

. 30 ‘. . -
/_/ Lemay,, gp_ogit-', ‘p- 22-

31 - ‘ . ' .
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.most of the early members were drawn from the lower classes,

MR, 18 juillet 1843.

<
v

L'Aurore, & janvier 1841, .
i l +

3 ’ )
Pouliot, op.cit., pp. 157-158.

34
Trudel, op.cit., p. 69.

35
. Les Mélanges urged use of the Manuel in schools when
the first edition appeared in 1844, MR, 7 mai 1844, The 1847

edition became an official school textbook, Trudel, op.cit., <@
p. T7. ; - .
36 4

DCB, Vol. X., p. 605; CTA, 16 July 1849.

37 :
C.Roy, "Panegyrique de Messire Edouard Quertier", Les

Lesons de Notre Histoire, Québec, 1929, p. 266, pp. 274-=275.
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Chiniguy converted many of the inhabitants to total
abstinence at a retreat at a%, Jean Isle-d'Orleans in autumn
1842 (MR, 18 novembre 1842). Though Mgr. Bourget had made
provisions for both partial and total temperance societies
in a Mandement of January 1842, the diocesan paper gave &
glowing report of this retreat, commenting, "]'experience nous
prouve gue la tempérance parfaite est 1la seule gul puisse
produire un bien durable”. (MR, 22 novembre 1842) The
Tollowing summer Cliiniquy convinced the entire parish of Ste.
ramille to take the abstinence pledge (MR,11 mout 1843). By
the time the Chiniquy Manuel appeared in 1844 insisting on
the need for total abstinence, les M&langes declared that
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Hildebrand, op.cit., p. 54. Father Phelan's work was
so successful that it served as a model for similar Irish
temperance societies later founded in the United States.
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added to the list of temperance professors over T3l naﬁsg(.
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Davison found ample reward in the fact that "many who were
hard drinkers of that soul~destroying and body-killing
beverage -becoming sober, and thereby restoring peace in
society, and happiness at home", and looked forward to the
day when "the bloated face, the brandy nose and eyes, and
red-pimpled appearance, shalid no more be worn by human
beings". CTA (Sydney), 1 March 1845.

81° .

CTA (RMose Settlement), 1 August 1842; (Wellington Squuare),
15 November 1844; (Vannorman's), 1 January 1845; (Galt), 15
February 1845. ,
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CTA (Rose Spttlement), 1 August 1842,
83
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)l 84' ~

CTA (Newmarket}, 1 April 1844,
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(Montreal), 1 December 1842; (Clarence), 1 March 1844; (Coburg),
15 February 1845; (Port Hope), 15 March 1845).
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CTA (Newmarket), 15 June 1842.

CTA (Picton), 15 June 1842.
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As late as 1849 Lachine still had no temperance society
(CT&, 15 March 1849), though at that point the Rechabite
Temperance brotherhood launched an assault on the drunkenness
of the "obdurzte place". ’ '
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cTA, 15 June 1842, ;)
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With the exception of Newedstle end Victoria, all
Districis fall within the 1-10% range:

Ra

District - Population Number of Teetotallers
Western ' 21498 | 950

4.4
London 29657 640 2.2
Huron 6515 307 4.7
Brock 17315 1312 T.6
Talbot 10193 502 4.5
Niagara 34348 - 1891 5.5
Wellington 11418 370 3.2
Gore . ) 44232 2138 4.8
Home and Simcoe 83294 . 6088 7.3
Newcastle 30425 4018 13,2
Prince Edward 14369 500 31,5
Victoria - 5214 910 17.5
Midland - 34438 2425 7.0
Jonhnstown : 31839 2100 6.6
Bathurst 21086 1710 8.1
Eastermn 27618 1872 6.8
Ottawa 7368 - 743 10.0
Dalhousie 15681 150 1.0

The Source for District Population is the 1842 Census
(JLAC 1843, Appx. FF); the source for the number of
teetotallers is the Convention Report of of ficial returns
presented to the Montreal Temperance Society for the year
1843-44 (CTA, 18 June 1844). Not all societies in Canada
West presented official returns to the Montreal- Society;
assuming that roughly one-half of the Province's 150,000
teetotallers (Wadsworth's estimate in 1844) were from Canada
West, the official returns account for somewhat léss than
half of Canada West's teetotallers. Since agents penetrated
gll the districts, and since the Montreal Society did not
single out any particular District as being dilatory in
making returns, they are perhaps reasonably representative
of the movement's reletive strength in the various Digstricts. .

96 : -

For his day, Wadgworth was a falirly cautious statistician
who repeatedly urged tepperance societies to keep accurate
records of the number of current members. He was more inclined
to keep his eye on the goal ahead than %o exaggerale successes.
In estimating 30,000 teetotallers in the Province in 1841, for

example, he noted that this was "not so great as Father Matthew

y | .
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3 .
has sometimes received in a single day"- (QEA, February 1842,)
Wadsworth collected reports of the French Catholic Societies
in the newspapers (Wadsworth, op.cit., pp. 20~-22) but here his
information wag considerably less complete than for English-
speaking societies (CTA, 18 June 1844). Wadsworth himself noted
the impossibility of knowing how many pledgetakers had defected.
His figures are probably a reasonable indication of the number
of people who actually took the pledge, though they are no
indication whatsoever of how many of them<itook it on a Sunday
and broke it the following Saturday night.

97 .
‘ladsworth, op.cit., p. 35. , ‘j_

Ibid.

99
CTA, 1 April 1844.

100
" CTA, 2 October 1844,

101
CTA, 1 April 1845.. Wadsworth estimated that three—
-guarters of these teetotallers subscribed to the pledge of,
the Montreal Temperance Society. Most of the remaining
37,500 teetotallers were probably the totaliste contingent

of the 75,000 Catholic temperance society members Chiniquy
tallied in 1844. :

L}
102
CTA, 1 December 1842,

103

Ibid.; cf. also CIA, August 1841. Les Mélanges noted
that teetotallers, drawn primarily from the working classes
in the early 1840's, braved a torrent of .plaisanteries,
colomnies, sarcasmes, and guolibets. Cf. MR, 18 juillet 1843,

104 : .
CTA, July 1841. - 4
105 .
Cf. for example CTA (London), May 1841.
106 : '
CTA, 15 June 1842. L3
- .
107

CTA (Port Hope), 15 July 1842. It should be added that
a certain amount of pressure was exerted the other way. At
least one cure made abstinence a condition for receiving

-



parish charity (Herdy, Apergu..., op.cit., p.
several publics works projects in Canada West
also in Montreal, job preference was given to
leading to a predictable rush of labourers to
Cf. CTA, 15 November 1842 and MR, 9 fevrier 1

108 .
CTA, September 1841, 1 April 1844. Gar
9_E|Ci.tn Il pp- 181"182. N

109

pp. 145-151.

110
Ibid.
111 . RS
. CTA, 16 April 1849.
112 N, '

Clemens, op.cit., p. 146; CT4, 2 July 1849. ™~

113 . '
This was the opinion of J.J. Bigsby who
Anglican. DBigsby, op.cit., p. 343. Cf. also
Christian Church in Canada, p. 189,

7.,

92).‘-bn

and apparently;4

teetotallers,
take the pledge.
844.

land and Talmon,
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vas himself an
H.Hy "Whlsh, The

114 )
CTA, 15 April 1844, 1 June 1844, 1 November 1844,
115
CTA, 15 January 1844. --
116 f
CTA, 1 April 1844.
117 .
CTA, 2 July 1849.
118
CTA, 1 May 1849, .
119 o

120

CTA, 15 September 1842.

CTA (Cranbyg, 1 July 1842; (Point Pleas
1842; {Buckjngham

October 1848, . The Colborne Society claimed t
ended the "Strife, quarrelling, discord and b
had pl?gued public meetings' in former years
p. 153).

ant), 1 October

y 2 October 1844; (Missiquol County), 15

hat temperance
loodshed" that

(Clemens, op.cit.,

CTA (Huntingdon): 16 September 1844; {Lachine), 15 March
1849; Garland and Talmon, op.cit., pp. 181-183; Elgee, opickt.,

-
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121 " ) T
c¢Ta (G&insborough), 1 February 1844. : —— -
122

cTA (Port Sarnia), 1 June 1842,

123
FoXx reports of the Victoria Society see the September
1841-February 1842 issues of the Advocate.
124 | o ] -
CTA, February 1842, 1 March 1844, 15 April 1844,

125 . '
. Woolley and Johnson, 23.01t., p. 250.  Gf., also CTA,
fPebruary 1842 and 15 June 1642 for an account of this Town.

126' X

Ccf. fo‘b example CTA . (Chemong?), 15 June 1842. B

127

Women and children were particularly actlve in

canvassing door—to-door for pledges and for subscribers to
the Advocate. CTA (Windham), 1 June 1842; (Madoc), 1 June
1842; gBlenheldT:_15 February 1844; (Brockville), 1 April
1844; Ingersollville), 1 April 1844. .

\\“w128 s 7

MR, (St. Rdouards), 2 juillet 1844.
129 . ¢ L
CTA, 1 September 1842.

130 :
oTA, 15 Octofgr 1849.

MR St. Bustache), 14 octobre 1842, (St. Vincent da°
Paule), 28 fevrier 1843; MR, 25 juin 1844,

132. ‘
MR, 27 decembre 1842, 27 decembre 1844.
133 - _ - ~
MR (Qeloe;l), 21 janvies_1842.
134 T

Levyﬂaeaulleu,‘_n.01t., p. 103. Similarly large and -
moving temperance ceremonies- took place at Montreal, MR, 27
decembre 1844. \
a
135 . ‘
MR, 28 mars 1848.
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" 136 . ) L :
. CTA, 1 March 1844, 15 March 1844, 1 April 1844, -1
April T845. Despite his earlier glowing reports, R.D.
Wadsworth by 1844 was chastising teetotallers for their "
"shameful neglect" of their promise to work for the LS
conversion of others and reminding them that the pledge .-

was a lifelong commitment binding even those who withdrew . .
their names from temperance societies (CTA, 1 April 1844), - .
In Juwie the Advocate noted declining attendance at meetingsFTﬁ\
(CTA, 18 June 1844) and in November, lamented that liquor "
consumption was beginning to rise again (CTA, 1 November 1844). -
MR (St. Jacques de 1'Achigan), 3 avril 1846 and 2 mai 1848;

and {Rimouski), 19 janvier 1847 noted similar waning of

fervour in the middle years of the decade; as do Trudel, op.
cit., p. 64 and Hardy, Apercu..., op.cit., pp. 45-46, 93.
Wadsworth's estimate of the number of teetotallers,in th

Province remained static, at 150,0004 for three years (c#a,

2 October 1844 and 15 May 1847), while Advocatﬁlﬁirculation

dropped from 8,000 (CTA, 16 December 1844) to 00 in 1847 N

(Toronto Temperance Reformation Society, Eighth Report, 1847,

nlo : ' . . o

P.4 T N . . . -
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"IV A SOCIAL GOSPEL -  +

The social gospel of temperance was the improbable

message that elimiﬁation of drinking would cause fhe greater

part of the povertiy, violence, crime and'dieeaee‘affectingl

humanity to dieappeer; While the reviwvals had converted
many fermere and labourers to temperance as 'a source of
heevenly ‘grace, the social gospel appealed to a broader
.cross-section of the populat1on who thirsted for better

"eondivtions in tnie‘world. Beqnomic depreeeiegscombined with

' faminé immigration which was "the bitterest example of

human misery in all Canadian hieiory“ lrthreatened to
shipwreck many ambitions. Workingmen watched their

‘compenioné,einking down into the mire of. degraded poverty.

. ) 4
Merchants saw their dreams for colonial prosperity badly

-

shaken., Social reformers wetched their schemes qu a better

world sink beneath a. rising tide of poverty, vagrancy and

crime. Theee‘people clamoured for temperance as a liferaft '

<

to see them through the storm.' They cherted’the temperance
LS

movement on aQew course.  Shunnipg the heavenly poyts of

the temperance reviveliete, they eteered for @ closer,

better—mapped haven. They‘changed temperance from a_

- spiritual movement to a coherent campaign for eociel and (

legal reform.

The social and economic context of the 1840's doee much
to explain the _upsurge of temperence support. The temperance
preee hed long linked drink with poverty,;criqe and eocielm .

dietreee bht the—alerming growth of these.problems in the

N . e .
4 - . I - .
_ . ‘ - ] . 2
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1840's made Canadians willing to listen. Vast and Bimple
solutions appealed to people facing a crisis they could
neither underatand nor control., In theory, populatlon -
growth was the key to colonlal prosperity but the '
staggering rate of growth, which saw the population double
withln ten years, boded ill for many of . tgfhlnhabltanta.

The farmera in Canada East, plagued by bad harvests and
mounting debts, could not accommodate their own too-plentiful
offsprlng, and they viewed the influx of immigrants with
a}arm. In the towns, - too, newcomers usurped the jobs of the
native-born. ° While Canada West still boasted plentiful
.farmland, many of the settlers who arrived were destitute,
fleeing the horrors of the Irish famine. Cholera»and typhus
dogged the heels of the 1mmigrantst and paﬁic and disease
spread with them throughoﬁf the colony. Canada was q5hght.in
8 particularly\bad impérial bargain; At the very tire Britéin
_;as‘unloaaing her paupers on the-colony, she jeopardised its .
economy by withdrawing long-gtanding trade concesslons. With

" the mass influx of Jmekilled labour onto an uncertain

1

market, unemployment.reachgd critiqal proportions. The
Province could no;'adequately.provide for the growing numbers
of redundant ﬁands, diseased bodieg and homeless familiés.

" To cope ﬁith_the gituation, the Provirce's legiblﬁtors
set about erecting orphanages, hoépitale, and houses of
:inddstry and they established a school system to batter the
lot of the riaing generatlon. But many paqple sought faster
and ;ore direct ways to 1ift the popul;tioﬁ out of distiress
and turned to the idea of ;elf-hglp; Self-help would enable

o

L2
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the -common men 1o steer his life clear of shipwreck through
nard work, sobriety, thrift and conscious efforts for self-
improvement. Often people who had themselves risen above an
impoverished background and meagre education, thé proponents
of Belf-help set about establishing temperance and
agricul‘h‘yl societies, mechanics' institutes, penny savings
banks and model farms, substituting lectures for dances B_as
Saturday night entertainment. They advocated ggheap postage
"~ to spread newapapefs‘and ¥nowledge to sluggish communities
“where "the people drink, smoke or sleep, while théy might be

receiving some usefﬁl instruction”. 4

Self-help was the populan.expressxon, the penny catechism,

of the great nlneteenth century faith 1n«progress. It was an °

evangellcal movement, "for some bright vision was needed to’

v inspire people to struggle up out of their 1ndolence. —;;§
first emphasls of self-help was on 1nternal change — a change
of heart.’ The tegperance movement proved an ideal vehicle
for spreading the gospel of sqgf;help, for it comS?BE&—the

) evangelical techntqués of religion with a promis; of material
and social betterment. Morapver, temperance crusaders

 addressed daily problems in a way that people with little
education could understand. They repeated, over_an@ over

like the ﬂoints‘in a child's catechism, at least four
imnediate benefits sobriety would bring: financial security,
health, a—prbgreasi?e'out;OQk-and & happy home. fb: an
withting to climb up from servile poverty to sturdy
indapendence,'tempe;ance was the first rung on the ladder.

Temperance was presented as the ideal way to keep the

%

.
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working class family on the éafe side o? ﬁﬁﬁyﬂthin border
between subsistence and starvation. Tempérance advocates

drew up budgets to show that even if the teetoteller had
previously spent only 14d per day.for two giaesea of spirits,
this saving alone would provide his family with the basic items
of fé%a or clothing.  Then too, he could lay the horrible
gspectre of unemployment to rest by putting his former drink
money away for a rainy dgy in one of a growing number of

peﬁﬁy savings benks opened for teetotallers. 6 Thrifty 1)

v~

teetotallers soon had impregsive results to show. Les Mélanges
declared in 1844 that temperénce programmes had consid&rably
relieved the plight of the Quebéc City poor during the

winter. | Pather Bhelan exulted that his Irish tee‘to'tallei_"

in Montreal
- 1

who before had squandered their week's wages
in drunkenness and debauchery, on Saturday
night and Sunday, abused their wives when
. they came home, and had been sick all
Monday, Tuesday and perhaps Wednesday, were
now working diligently from Monday morning
till Saturday night, and bringing home their
earnings to a happy family; so that
comfortable clothing, children going to
school, and a good joint of meat on the
* table could now be seen, where there was '
" nothing .but regs, idleness -and siarvation :
a short time ago...the men (were) saving 8
money fast. . . C.
AN

Temperancé, its supporters claiméd, would also‘ward off .
the illness and accidents which so often plunged families '
into poverty. ADrinking, temperance editofa'néied a8 they

elipped item after item from the weekly papers, was the

fastest way to lose limbs, loved ones, life itself. Onrthe-jéif%;f :

1

o : , o :.gﬁg -
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‘drinking was particularly lethal: P

A most horrible accident occurred last’
week in the County of Two Mountains.

A man, while in a state of intoxjcation,
having fallen into'a kettles-of boiling
potash, had been completely dissolved. -
Search was made for his body, but not

the least particle of it could be found. 9
Another awful warning to drunkards.

. . o
Obituary after obituary confirmed the monstrous truth. On

the river, dozens of drunken raftsmen fell overboard and

drgwned:in the rushiﬁg spfing torrents; 10 On snowbound

farms people drank themsélves into oblivion besidé a blazing

hearth. As the whiskey in the bottle got lower Fhe .fire got -

higher; alerted by the glowing skyline, the neighbéurs would _
U arrive to find the chatrdd bodies of the family amid smoking Y -

ruins of house and barn._lll In th;?;:;gs, even women |

wallowed and gied in drink. On freezing Canadianlﬁiéhts,

hawkbrs§ progfi%utes; even moiheré of families, emerged from
- taverns too addled to find- their way home. In the morning

the lesson was there ﬁﬁn all to.see:

.

» A woman, in Broad Lane, in this city

' ~ (Toronto), having indulged too freely

+in excessive drinking, lay exposed in
the street until she was so badly . .
frozen as to render necessary the .
amputation of both arms and both- legs. ¢
Her unfortunate husband has - ¢
subsequently signed the total '
abstinence pledge.

Within a day or two of the above,

another women, in March Street, was:
found dead, having literally.drowned
‘nerself with whiskey! Three quarts
were arawn from her by the ggomach ©
pump! - ” \”ﬁ . - B

.\.

»ra
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And another!!! On Saturday lest, in
the lower part of this city, a woman
died suddenly. On a post mortem T,
examination, it was found that the

inner coats of her stomach were gone!

devoured by alcohol! 12

The black hand of drihk lurked behind lace-curtained

_windows asg well as hovel‘doors. A temperance agent going from
doo}- to door in Gc;derich reported bandaged heads and misery
everywhere, people.ﬁof‘mechanical genius and professional

skill, prostrated by intoxicating d;ink“. 13 1In Montreal

a Scottish doctor "of fair education aﬂd.taleﬁta" drank BRE
himeelf to death.at Christmastimé. 14 A geries Bf these
accidents occurring within a short intervai.created fhé';
impression that alcohol was carrylng off the populatlon with -
the force of an epldemlc. ; s '”:Y

The one sure way to avoid the drunk;§d's fale wa; %o

aﬁataln altogether. Temperance advocatea etruggled manfully

to revarse the popular notion that moderate dr1nk1ng wa.s v1tal
to health. A .number of prominent doctors appeared on.
.temperance platforms in order to endorse abstinence; 13
%aé‘ionaries and other World travellers testified that they had
endured arduous journeys in extreme ciimatqg, :émaining in

. perfect health without the use of liquor.\g'6 Chiniquy shocked
'audiences with eyewitneas accounts of the autopsie '
drinkers, their organs frightfully decayed. }7 ';;g;zf\XDwns and
in the backwoods 18

Montreal.Sbcieﬁx agentis unfurled mammoth
illuatrations of the prOgressively degenerating stomach of the
moderate drinker, the drunkard, the drunkard after a debauch,
'the scirrhus drunkazd, ?nd‘the_drunkard after death by -
L .
.
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delirium tremens. 17 Lecturers also tried, with some".
success, to convince people that drinking induced cholera |
rather than war&ing it off. 20

) .Supporters e:;t even farther in their claim for
abstinence. It created not only:healthy bbdi;B but, healthy
minds. It gave people a progressive outlook on life. Chiniquy
'reported ‘that since the establiehment of a temperance ‘'society
at Beaupcrt "tout le monde,..est devénu plus eerieun, plus
réfléchi;isn cherchelé‘s'instruire" 2l poth in the new parieh :
iibrary and in the'ee@en new schools, which, the preecher );
claiméd% had repleced Beauport's taverns. St: Polycarie, and
e'number of other parishes eiso reported new schools, "bties .

22

sur les ruines de 1'ivrognerie". Small wonder that the

superintendants of the Provincial school systeme-and other

23

educators endorsed %emperenCe: everywhere, the book replaced

the boitle. Teetotal reglments reported thet they had set up
reading rooms where soldiers profltably paesed their leisure

24

hours. ProPrietors of temperance inns aleo kept stocks of

"newepapere on hand, so that patrone could digest the latest
intelligence along with their sodas and custards. CEI
Ceatholic or Protestant, tem?erance euppcrtere promoted
the work ethic. They preeented sobriety as the corneretone .
of a wholb industrious liﬂgstjle¢ The Advocate not only
preached temperance but added Education and Agrlculture
sections . to its fcrmat in 1841 to diee:glnate Imowledge about

e

these reforms as wall: it counaelled mothere not to let thelr )

daughters lie toc long abed in the morning read;ng novela, a -

-J:‘b oo A ”//
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sure path to miserable mésalliance with a "wealthy fop". 26
Rural temperance societies mét up parish libraries well-
stocked with texts on "les arts utiles,les métiers et surtout
1'agriculture". 27 Sober peoplé were to serve as leaven

among the non—-progressive agriculﬁural population:

rl

Si...dans toutes les paroiasas les
gociétiés de ‘temperance s'appliquent
3 ameliorer le mode d'agriculture

. Jusqu'ici trop routiniérement. suivi;
si elles se prennent de zéle pour
encourager les &teblissements
Canadiens des townships, on ne peut
calculer quelles sources d'honnéte

. aisance et de vrai bonheur vont og

couler pour toutes les familles.

Tomperance lecturers played -the theme of progress to ‘an

audience that was .already. tapping its feet restlessly.

Watching theirédréams of a vast commercial empire centring-«

on .the St. Lawrence Snd the Great Lakes fade, merchants
axﬁresoed their dismaﬁ by joining the Annoxationist.movement
to unite the colony with the United States; a muﬁh larger group,
often felt to compriae tﬁg most enterprising and(induatriuus
inhabitants, aimply endorsed ‘annexation with their feet by
emlgrating Canadian discomfit waa heighfoned by an acute

" awarenessy that others were waltzing to a livelier tune.

People who followed the colonial newapapers and attended
Saturday night lectures particlpated v1car10usly in the
sweeping changes of the era——the revolutions in Europe, the
great spread of educatlon, the extraordinary speed and

efflciency of the steam-driven enginea ‘which were transforming

-theladvanced nations. Yet Canada, 80 rich in reeources, 80

favoured in possessiop of magnificent waterways, wag 1aggin§}
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behind. Travgllere seldom refrained from notingIhat there

was a marked co’trast when one paeeed from the United States
N A . ».

into Canada. One of the more tactless of their lot compared

the journey to a leap from a v1v1fy1ng stream into a miry .
29 e // VAN
)

Many dlagnoeed Canada's problem as a lack of “energy".

slough

Some felt an archaic political. system stifled her vitality

but othe 8 began to suspect temperance reformers were right°
perhape 'the daily tonic most Cenadians' used was no tonic at all,
but a sedative inducing the national torpor. Perhaps drinking
was, after all, an old-fashioned, degeoerate practice which %
_would not survive "the full blaze of llght and truth" of the

" nineteenth century. 30

éerhaps it was true, as teetotallers
claimed, that when people stopped drinking, their miﬁds would
be. fgpe "to grasp the world, and penetrate worlds unknown" 31
The new posslbllltles, if Canadians were willing %o grasp -them,
were there. In Toronto’ some declared that total abstlnence

© was intimately connected with the preservation of Cagada. 32
In Montreal others believed that only a temperate Canada would
become strong and "capable.de lutter en science et en

industrie-avec les nations civilisdes", 55

r Th1a would only happen if Canadlane stopped sguan er1ng
their resourcee on drink. Temperance eupportera made/?r
elaborate calculations of the number of dollars- wasted at
taverns and of the value of grain converted into useless
llquor 34 One lecturer said that if the mohey spent on liquor o
were put to uiispl Purposes, it would clearjall the waste land .

of Uppér and Lower Canada.,35 Apother epeaker pointed out that

- - ]
. ) . . .

~
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the current progress in developlng the Province' -8 transportatlon
system would be meanlngless withodt the spread of temperance,
which would enable the traveller to keep to the centre of good
:roads, cross bridges safely, and "navigate the canals without

- three shee}s to the wind". 36 Accident raports of steamboats

-

with intoxicated crews 3/ confirmed that technology without
Bobrlety only led to bigger and costlier accidents.

Temperance lecturers played the theme of progress in
several keys. It was not only a matter of greater efficiency,
but also of greater humanity. Pub;;city about the sufferings
of women at the hands of- drunken husbands made temperance sgem
a particularly bene#olent reform; Temperancé agents canvassing
.frog house to house opened the door on sordid domestic scenes

and invited the public to take a look: . >

@

.«.we called 8t the house of a good
mechaenic (in Goderich), where fell
discord reigns triumphant. The head
of the wife was tied up, her husband
. had laid it open 36 hours before with
a stick....They have a family of five
children,and the wife acknowledged
that her husband’ never gave her an - '
unkind word excepf when drunk. "In _ .
fact", she said, "dripk, drink, is the
cauge of all our troubles“. 38

' Urging polite female audiences to gggport their downtrodden
gisters, temperance lecturers re—created all the pathos of the

Victorian novel:

I couldwchow you a grave where lies a
woman, who was one of the best of mothers,
.one”of the most affectionate of wives, who,
byihard toil while living, sypported two
children and her husband; yet she was never ¢
without marks of blows or wounds inflicted he



by her drunken husband; and at last,
when humen nature could stand no longer
this treatment — wiien she lgy on her
deathbed, I requested,the husband to
* keep sober for half a day, but ke *
responded to this request with' a demonic
laugh, and the words which he used were -
. too brutal to be repeated. And yet her ‘4
~ dying words, after entreating me not to
notice him, were, "May God forgive you, 39
Henry, as I do".

News items attested, however, that the problem itself

was not fictionals

Meurtre horrible — Un homme du nom de
Jemes Milligan de Fredericksburg dans

1e Haut-Canads, & tué sa femme le 14

.du courant, sous des circonstances

d'une brutalité et d'une cruautd inouies.
Cette pauvre femme &tait en mal \i'enfant,
sans personne pour i'assister, son mari
enivré au lieu de lui porter secours, B¢
jette sur elle; la-couvre de blessures

et 1lui arrache son enfant d'une maniere
revoltante.  La malheureuse n'a survecu . 4o
que deux heures. : ..

-

The plight of battered wives arid abandoned children made
good copYy, and was snapped up by newspapers not specifically

devo%ﬁd to femperance; As L'Aurore noted,‘chiidren left to
. - . )

beg in winter often ixed in their woeful tales:

Hier, ung petite mendiante, se présente ,
pour de er d'un air .timide LA CHARITE,
un gol! 1l'en + annongkit tout au plus
une dixaipe d'années et elle dtait 1l'ainée
Dune famille de cing enfans, qui (
périsseient de migére; une de ses petits
fréres avait eu meme les pieds gelés dans
le cours de l'hiver parce qu'un. inféme
ivrogne, leur pere, au lieu d'approvisionner
1a maiefn faisalt des débauches continuelles!
Le pauvre infortunée dtait demi-nue, ayant ‘
.- un pied chaussé d'un vieux soulier et trempe
dans '1'eau de neige! . Voild qui est criant,
-.direz-vous! Oui, mais depuis une semaine,

o

s ik
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nous dit la pauvre petite malheureuse,
papa eat parti, et maman ignore ou il
est, 11 faut blen que nous demandions 21
notre pain pour ne pas mourir....

Sentiment and social conscience converged in hymns to a
F'] happier world, and soon mechanics' bands and temperance choirs

were-entoning the social gospel across the Province:

4 baby was ‘sleeping; its mother was weeping, .

For her husband, a drunkard had left her forlorn;

And the tempest was swelling round their woe-stricken dwelling;
And she cried, oh! my Edward, from folly return.

The hours while she numbered, her bgpby still slumbered,
Unconscious its father was breaking those vows

He made to its mother that he would protect her,

And watch o'er their offspring when wild winter blows.

But while he is siraying, God's lew disobeying,

4. And plunging still deeper and deeper in woe,

His wife is yet. praying, that he would bethink him,

And turn. from those wild drinks that sink him so low.

Ye husbands and fathers, a voice is now sounding - ; !
‘The "water of life" in the tee~total stream ‘

Is speaking to “thousands, with blessing abounding; 40

Then rise! see the truth in its silvery beam. .

¥ '

-

¥ . . - .

It was in the colonial towns, where the problems of the
_ 1840'3 were felt-mosthacutely, that temperance- first evolvedf
from-a voluntary religious movement -to a ’Qel'nand.tl';at the
authoritieg‘take action. It was here that immigrants di&eé?
embarked Egd impoverished migrants flocked in from the
cdunfrysida. ‘Here, no matter hbw many institutions were
erected to‘care foi them, the poor,' the abandoneﬁ, the.Criminai
and the insan%‘éeeﬁed %o,keép céming, ag if frdm‘séme
boffomlegs pi‘: ‘Newspaper editors and corcerned citizens
calied‘for more working class dwellings, houses of induatfy.
" and asylums to shelter the homeless, 4}:6;tjneithef priﬁatg

nor government funds could meet tﬁewgrowing cfisiéé 44 pe

"
‘ ‘ . . hY
. . ‘
L . .

—
,
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immigration broke all records in 1847, 5%verty paraded the

streets. Town councils held urgent meetinge-to discuss the

problem while outside the halls one saw beggare "presqu's

chaque porte et & chaque pas", 45 a edgh:ﬁfse observer deecribed
. ' ' T

as the most heart-rending he had evél se 46

Even the jails had to turn’ away the desperate who applled -
there for lodglng. Ae early as 1845, a Montreal pollee_

official announced he was besieged by ‘paupers, and that the

P

most dlstreselng,caeee were generally

3 -

wives of 1ntemperete husbands reduc
to the gost abject misery...with .
children erally starving, w ee
appeal is harrowing to the feeli -
yet he can do nothing....there (}e)..._-

no fund available to meet such cases. 47;‘
e

.
Very qgten the poor and the unemployed ended up in the cheapest
shelter avallable-— taverne of the lowest deecriptlon, where. !
they rubbed shoulders with proetltutee and thieves, comlng

48 ).

For many who had dlrect dealings with the poor, drlnk

under influences "wholly evil”,

correlated too closely wlth the growing dietreee to be 1gnored.
Charles Mondelet, a Montreal clrcult court ;udge and author of -

an 1mportant treatise on educational reform, was the most

. articulate and influential of a numbeq of magistrates and -

refermere who identlfied taverne- which lined town streets so ,
thlckly that visitors eometlmes decfered every third house sold R
drink- 19- as the very. eource Q? the growing pauperism and

crime. In a number of well—publlcided eddreeeea to Montreal

Grand Juriee in the second half of thé decade, Mondelet
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' pointed out that the vast number of criminal cases which came

. pefore the court were directly attributéble to drink. 50 Other’

jidges and police officials confirmed the charge. The Quebec

‘City gaoler attributed over two thirds of annual arrests 1o

liquor. oL 1n 1845, Judge McCord of the Montreal Court of

"Quarter Sessions, citing a steady rise in crime rates over the
fpasx decade, announced that geventy per cent of the,crimi/y

.. broughf before the court were intoxicated at the time of arrest

-—éyen without counting Hféldiers, gailors and transieﬁt pasaerf
through the city". 52 orfididls and prison chaplains also
provided ptatiatics jndicating that arrests dfopped in
response to successful 6 temperance campaigning. 53

In 1547, Ju&gq Monﬁelqt-moved to the radical position that
taverns must be panned altogether. So long as these
.institutgons gerved as home and school for'sofmany people,

all other reform efforts were futiles:

. 1« .
Messieurs, quelque grande que soit 1ltinfluence = .
bienfaisante d'une &ducation, les efforis les
mieux intentionnés et les plus judicieux seront
&ventuellement nullifiée, si 1l'on ne détruit
. pas de .suite le mal dans sa racine....Des
philantropes...8'occupent de fonder les .
meisons d'industrie, des asiles pour les Jjeunes
délinquents, des prisons et des p itentiaires
bien réglés, devienne (sic) én memeé temps, utile
8 la socidt§; 1'abolition de 'l1a Peine de morty
et la substitution..;des influences morales aux
~ chBtiments corparels, fixant l'attention de
ces hommes amis de leurs semblables...mais que
peui-on--faire, avec efficacité, Bi on laisse
subsister...la cause principale....

Il n'y a, Messieurs, qu‘un seul moyen de faire

face au mal, il ne devrait @tre permis & sucun g,
aubergiste, de vendre des boissons enivrantes. t

As a call for progress, temperance muster?d a wide
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variety of, aupporters. Thé.idea of selfhﬁelﬁ won ardenf'.
supporters in the upper -echelon of the Qggklng class. Skilled |
artisans were particularly receptlve. Masons, blacksmlths,.
saddlers, cablnet mekers, watchmakers and tailors-"joined
temperance societies;in the 1840's and.sometimes rose to-_.' ..
'leadership ranks.,55 - . _ N
Thousands of 1mm1grants a1505301ned the movéﬂgﬁt in the - :
840'8. The Advocate reported 5 400 Irish Catholic temperance

gsociety members in 1843, 56

A Catholic Temperance Society
founded by Father K1rw1n in Toronto in 1847 seon enrolled

some two yhousand members. 57 Father Phelan g Irish teetotallers
in Montreal and a group of two thousand Irish Catholic

teetotallers in Quebec Cmty,58 were lauded in the temperance

presg. which, while not devoid of pativism, tended to portray

59

immigrants as hapless victims of greedy tavernkeepers.

"+ A radical element of Canadign society also warmed to the

' social gospel of tquerance. Sobriety was one of tne more
practical goals of a working glass radicalism based on the
retionalist traditions of the Enlightenment. Many Chartisis

and Owepite socialists in England in,the 1840's endorsed

60

teetotalism. In Canada too, in a dggade of political

compromise the uncompromising often turned to S

social radicalism. Onetime rebel sympathiser Jesse Ketchum

presided over the Toronto Temperance Society in the 1840's, 61

while Wolfred Nelson and T.5.Brown endorsed the movément in

62 . prown, who had led petrid®h forces at St.

Cansda East.

Charles in 1837, became a popular temperance spesker in the
B

Montreal area where he urged audiences to rebel againat the
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Man is a puéﬁatious animal - there is no
life in him unless he has something to . T

tyrammy of drink:

. fight; and the more power his_adversary, = = -
- the ‘riobler his careers...(We are) arrayed in e
open and und i revolt against the

in the world...who can -
collect moreépmonsy from...his subjects than
all the kings of the earth can extort by
violence...who can name more dirty people
to do his dirty work than...all the other
kings in the world...the mighty KING

AT.COHOL . 63

' ‘Judge Mondelet, too, was a free—thinker and e political radical
who saw drink és.the great oppfessor qf-the poor. 64
‘In the countryside as well, many erstwhile ﬁétriotea,
rallied %o the call: 9% a teetotaller from St.Césaire seemed
4o eﬁvisage a grass roots Utopia whose sober an@'respbnsible
citizens would be able to_dispose of the hated Union |
gofernment along with their other troublés; ‘ 4&

L'Union détruite avec le temps; et

1'ivrognerie disparue, le Bas-Cenadsa

sera & la porte du bonheur, tel que ..

nous pouvons le désirer ici-bas.

Like their Owenite contemporaries in Britain, some
supporters envisag?d 8 new gocial order based on co;OPeratign
"among the classes and the sexes. Surveying the miied‘ﬁ?owds
at temperance gatherings, they invoked a brighter day where.
“ﬂhtiongl end party distinctions would die away, and the only
...Cqueqtioﬂ) would Qe, who should excel il virtuous deeds". 67
This sober and rationgi‘community would enable women to
cast Jff artificial barriers and mingle freely with men.

At a Temperance Convention in Picton in 1842:
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. The' Convention 'marched in. roceeeicn,
- preceded by the flag, to ‘(g celebration
at) the recqntly opened Temperance House.

A\’ ' At the banquet where Bacchus reigns, it L

. is customary for the cloth and the ladies ..
t0 be removed together — a tyrannical '
prerogative whicli the old "bruiser!-has . \\\,
claimed from timé ‘immemorial, end which-

is now likely to die with him...the ladies

continyed to add their emiles to the -
rational joys of the festive board 1ate 68

lin the afternoon. N - ‘ o

-

Temperance also congured up less radicel not{in: of . - o

-progrese which appealed to the prOpertie classes. iddle

" elass support for the movement was bound up with wider

crumbling. By the 1840'3 both the preetige &)
‘hegemony of" the Chateau Clique and Family Compec ,.re—ﬁaning, v
and even respectable people did not hesitate to exprese‘

discontent with the apathetic government and wasteful life-
style of the traditionel elite. Indeed, 'the "rebels"™ of the )J : ""'

1840'3 were no longer farmere with pitchforke, but the

~

wealthy merchants ‘of Montreel. .

.

Merchante ware partncularly active temperanc supporters,
A contributing both 1eaderehip end indiepeneable funding. 'dften
gelf-made men who had felt the cutting edge of a sociul system
which honoured breeding and'educaticn more than industry and
wealth, 69 they were barticulariy receptive to the movement's P
gtress on individual effcrt apnd achievement. In this cltegory
were zealous temperence advocates such as John Tougall and
Rowlend Burr, a farmer's son, who had built up a fortune of

$70, 000 in the Home District through varioue milling, real R

RN
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estate and timber. enterprleee, he attrlbuted his eucceee to -
tempgience, hard work, and the Proverbs of Solomon, and pridcd

himself that he "never saw the Ritiousl(eic) forsaken or his

-eeed Beglng (aic) Bread" 70 oL S o

‘With temperence revivallem waning et mid-decade, thlB

middle class support grew etronger. 7 Several di

1]

Annexetionlet merchants, ncluding John Redpath, T2 Jacob .
f CERY
DeW:Ltt,.73 and Benjamin Lymen, 14 were %ealoue temperance -

supporters. 75 Temperance was S0 generelly endOreed by 7
the Montreal bueineee community that 1te Board of Trade in
1845 petitioned the Leglelature for. heavier taxes on not

76 Doctors and

" lawyers,: too, 1ncreeelng1y 301ned temperance eocietieehaf

though the most general eltuatlon appeere to have been
that reported by the Lancaeter Temperance Society, which .
'by 1845 hea enrolleaﬂ}e reepecteble proportion of persons
of'hlgh standing in eoo:ety, yet..,.not what may be called

', the 1eadim§ influencee of. the town". L .Heading the urban

eocletiee were phllenthropiete such as Jeeee Ketchum of
Toronto end Jeffrey Hale of Quebec, who deeplte their

weelth were not qu;te persons “of the first renk" 78 : A\

" In rural areas and emall towne, middle clase people
interested in seeing theéir buelneeeee grow and proeper often
made little dietinction between the religiOue and the secular

" implications of temperence,' Material‘progreee'end

Chrietlenity coverged in Port Dover, for example, where:

It is well Jnown by ell who have been - ' .
- acquainted with the place that there has
bekn a very great change for the better
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. in the last six months; [after a temperance -~
- £ i society was founded}; the community begins

to wear quite a moral aspect; the general
feelings are mellowed, and there is forming
a cement bordering on brotherly love. .
Busin#gs of every kind is carried on with - 79
more life and animation, ‘ '
J . o ) )

In the towns, there was less need to ¢lothe temperance in

religious garb; efficiency was argument e ough. Sober workmen

_ weré‘purpygqlﬁffo their employers.’ Father |Phelan claimed that
. the employers of his temperance sﬁciety membefs “"could now get
. = )

~ as much done by seven men as ‘they could befbre-by thirty". 80

Masters who began giming.ogt cof{pe instead_pf liguor on the

81

job reported a marked rise in productivity, " and they began

to épply at temperance reading rooms for sober servants and

clerks.',82

Some even began to agitate public¢cly for temperanqé.
In 1844, employers'’ delegations Began'to call on the Montreal

magistrates to suppregs illegarﬂs verns. A group of master .

-mechanics claimed that they “wé?sbf}eqﬁently compelled to

disappoint their customers on acc unt 3T'being themselves

disappointed by intemperant workmep.’83 A delegation of

master carters complained that taverng lured the drivers - .

inside to drink, leaving valuable goo standfng outéide..s4

P
The temperanee_brotherhoods, whic

irst app ared\i
Canada in 1844, tied together the vafious trands of
temperance support. Like religious 'teetot I;rs, they wrapped
the cause in mystique and ritual, declaring it onéiof the |

loftiest causes in history; yet they also teréd directly to

material needs by offering special iﬁaur ce benefits for
teetotallers. Moreover, they endorsed Yhe radical demands for

a more equitable social order along with|the considerably less

-4
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radical belief in the individuel's right to better his lot in

-1ife, neatly balancing the two: all temperate men were brothers,
and all were on their way up. These brotherhoods gave

. teetotallers a new solidarity and gave the temperance movement
:a new, more eecular, image.

. The Independent Order of Rechabltes, an English teetotal
brotherhood, was the first of these organizations to win great -
popularity. The Rechabltes apparently numbered less than two
-thousand members, 85 concentrated mostly in Montreal and the
'.[‘owns;h’:i.pe,'86 but they were such popular platform speakers that
- they re-awoke publlc 1ntereet in temperance after the temperance
revivals ended.’87

The Sons of Temperance, an American teetotal organization,
eoon“bVerehadowed‘the Rechabites. Particularly’in Canada West,
' the Sons enjoyed a meteoric rise at the end of the decade, with
membership rising from one thousand in October 1849 to twelve
thoueand\a.year later. 88" Their popularity can be attributed
to 1ow membership fees 89 and extremely impressive ceremonies 30
and’}eﬁmne fact that membership was open not only to men but
also to women and children who were invited to become
“Daughters“ or “Cadete“ of Temperance. 91 : .
The Sons' blend of practicality and mystique was a self-
helper's dream come irue. They provided a strong material
inducement f%r abstinence, einceﬁany pledgebreaker forfeited
his 1neurance premiums. They also welcomed the teetotaller
into a haven where temperance convictlone were highly esteemed S
and humble origins were‘no stigma. Self—nade men knocking - - &TQ\

against a social systeﬁ ?%ich did not honour their hard-won
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achievements could lick their wounds and dream of a better day
in tﬂe Sana' Division rooms. This brotherhood, unlike other
secret societies, had o religious,,etﬁnic or political
requirements for membership. 92 Reformed characters "emerge@
from the deépest poverty" as well as from the professional classes
pledging ﬁhemaelves to brotherhood. 93 For those péssessing the
minimal requirement, some "visible means of support", 24 the
Sons of Temperance held out the prospect of fellowship with all
other teetotaliers in the community, inciuding their

traditional "betters". Once admitted, all members were

eligible to rise up through the complicated ranks of the Order,
which promised "its benefits and highes? distinctions without
prejudice, to the humblest as well as the loftiest". 95 They
all worked together to keep the ranks puré, vowing to report any
pledgebreaking " brethren and forming juries to "try"

36

offenders. Frequent rotation of officers gave everyone a

a7

!

‘taste of leadership.
Inspired by this vision of equality'pnd fraternity, -

teetotallers formed close bonds. They visited ohe another in
98

time of sickness. When a brother died they gathered to

cérry him to hislfinal place of rest, 99 and they provided for

L

his widow,' Meetings behind closed and guarded doors

assured that no intruder would apoil the good fellowship; 100

secret passwords gave members free admittance to enclaves of

101

their fellows in other towns. Emerging from their secret

counsels, the Sons trumpeted forth their solidarity to the

>
world by parading about in elaborate costume. 102

Unlike the revivalists, these organizations preached
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" temperance &8 a means to worldly happiness. Indeed, the teﬁpérance
brotherhoods saw religion as such a divisiie force that they
specifically prohibited religious discussion at meetings. 103
The teetotal brotherhoods operated qn the secular assumption that
peéple would not permahently abandon drink until other forms of
pleasure replaced‘the 01d camaraderie of the tavern. Hechabite
Tents and Sons' ﬁivision Halls served as social clubs for non- -
drinkers. Expanding their gctivities, and disregarding the
raised eyebrows of Methodist, Bapé&bi\ggdngszbyterian +

.témperance gupporteré, they invited the publi to teetotal ,
balls and dences. 104 phey made a point of addressing

“"respectable" audiences to enlist their support. Shumning the
Mohtregl Society's pious approach, tﬂey took to the'platform 1o

 champion the sound instincts of the bon vivant. Jovial

RecHabite speakers sent sudiences rollipg in the aisles. They

won over the drinker by tellihg him they hated his habit but

loved his spirit:

It is not the naturally evil who become
drpnkards but those of the finest feelings
and highest talent; those with light hearis,
who can sing a good song or tell a good tale;
it is they who oftenest, step by step,
descend into degradation, till it is said of
him, "poor fellow, he sings a good song, he
ig first-rate company, but he gets drunk too
soop; he is not fit to be seen in our company
now" .

ees.If you see a mean, skulking fellow, you 105
will be sure he will-néver be a drunkard.
By essociating sobriety with pleasure rather than piety;
and by.championing social and material progress, the temperance

‘movement drew in a growing number of artisans, merchants and
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profeeeional people in the 1840's. By mid-decade, only one
group was etill conspicuously absent - the people at the top
of the social pyramid. Richard. Borinycastle's comment on

temperance societies typified the gentry's disdain for the

- movement:

I am not an advocate of an educated man ]
joining temperance gocieties....with the s
uneducated, it is another affair
altogether. If an educated man has not
sufficient confidence in himself, and
wishes 1o reduce himself to the degraded .
condition of an habitual drunkard, all
the temperance pledges and sanctimonious

" tea~parties in the ‘world will not prevent

him from wallowing in the mires 106 -

*

Resentment of the colonlal ellte had been simmering for
decades, the temperance movement gave the dieaffected a
_politlcally aafe platfonm for attacklng their leadership.
Traditionally, the priv:Lleg’ect orders buttressed their poeztlon
at the top of a relatively static class system by allev1at1ng
the worst casualties of.the pystem with their charity. The
temperance movement challenged this system with ﬂlevelling“‘
notions of how to improve social conditions. Tﬂe poor were no

longer to be the passive recipients of noblesse oblige; each

-i%div1dual must play an active role in hie own reform.
Moreover, the gentry, too, were seen to need reform.
Temperance societiee.where people of vaplcus classes met on
an equal focting,countered traditional notions of class .
segregatlon to an extent that elicited eurprised comment
even from sympathizers. 107 '

With the rapid growth of temperance support in the 1840's,

uppér class philanthropy became suspect. As massive
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o )
pauperisation gtrained traditional philanthropy to the breaking

point, the experts joined in condemning this approach to social

welfare. As judges, police and other officlals provided

statistics directly linking pauperism and crime to drink,

upper class opposition to temﬁérance began tb appeaf obsolete

" and misguided, | . ‘
With growing confidence,-temperance supporters condemned

the hypocrisy of merchants of drink who "roll in their carriages

"and amass wealth year after year,-drawm from. the very heart's

blood of the poof; and yet.they think th?mselves very

charitable, if (they give a hundred dollars to keep. the
w, 108

miserable paupers they have made from absolute starvation”;

who lament there“is mo chapel for sailors, but take care to
licence establishments to deal out to them the cause of
jnsubordination, desertion and Truin". 103 por some, such as
the editor of the St. Cetharines' Journal, temperance supplanted
philanthropy as the qualification for community leadership:

(We) propose...by the progress of this

Society...t0 change and improve our

~ social condition., Will those men who
say they are interested for (gic) the
advantage of the community, prove it

by signing the temperance pledge, and 44,
keeping it?

Thus, when reformers such as Judge Mondelet moved in the
late 1840's to the position that taverns were so innimical |
.. to sécial progress that they should be banned altogether,
o surprisingly wide segment of the public stood behind him.
Progressive journals, such as La Re Canadienne, ringing
with alﬁrm over. the rising tide of violence, agreed that
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drastic action was needed.

En effet, aux grands maux, les grands
Pemddes....C'est:1'intempérance, qui
renplit nos rues de mendiants en
haillons, nos ?riaonside voleurs 1
d'escrocs et d'assassins....A basgs les
licences d'auberges, & bas ces Egisons,
qui sont la plupart 4'infémes repaires
de brigands, de canailleset de gueux:
4 bas ces lieux inutiles remplis.
d'oigifs- et de fainéants, qui sont la
terreur et 1l'effroi, la honte et le
désespoir, des villes et des villages.
. ,

111

Soon, a full-scale campaign to "clean up the streets" was
[ N . 0
underdpy in towns and villages across the Province.

Delegations went before local aathorities demanding aétion

-

against unlicensed and unruly taverns, : Town councils and

magiStrates in a number of districts met to reduce the number

112

of favern licences. Magistrates of Toronto and -the Home
. B 4

District, for example, voted by 7 large majority in 1849 to

seek tighter controls on licensing; they went on to urge the.
Legislature to banish taverns altogether as soon as public

opinion would permit the measure. 113

-

The failure.gf man& of these camﬁaigns caused.the
temperange movement to take“a political direction. Religious
and secular, urban and rural temperance supporters had
different ideas about whether all taverms, or merely the m;re
disreﬁutable ones, must go;.but they found.bne ﬁlatform on
which they all agreed: dislike of a Provincial gpvernﬁent
that iﬁkérfared with local reforms. The'Montreal Temperance
Societ& had long protested the granting of tavern licences
as ﬁ form of political pa?rdﬁage; in the late 1840's, with

-
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the tavern war at its héight, temperance‘fdrcea were mOVed.tg; ' 5

fury by an unsympathetic government which éimply reversed the

steps commu?ities took 'to promote temperance. Tavern~keep9}s

whose licence applications were refused locally would

re-apply to more lenient magistrates, to Provincial officials °
or to the Governor-General--all of whom wer; empowered to grant
licences and who seldom refused appeals. 114 Anti-government . ~-
f;eling was heightened by the fact that there wefe‘so‘few
temperance supporters in the provin;ial'pérligﬁéntwl Though. a
handful of Réform_members.were active temperance prdmote:s,"ho
party endorsed the issue. 115 Its Foremost Parlimmentary
advocate, Malcolm Cameron,‘é man of iumblg-birfh'and an
evangelical turn of mind, was a politiqai maverick. A very
popular speaker on the'temperance ¢ircuit, he was coldly .
received in the legislgtive chambers, where his‘attempts to
convert his fellow legislators %o teetotallism made him a

116 The tippling .of politicians during

117

‘laughing-stock.
Parliamentary Sessions 'did not escape publlc censure.
Numerous petitiona began to pour 1n to Parliament and the

Governor—General from all parts of the Province dgmanding that
the governmeﬁ% co~operate in temperance reform. 118
| By the late 1840's, then, temperance was moving back to :
tpg\golitical stance of pre—Rebellion days, a6 an.a}tack on - jJ
the so¢ial and politicel establishment. This time, though,

there was a difference: the movement had numerous and militant

supporierﬁ in nearly every commuhity in Canada, including many .

merchants, doctors \1awyeré-and magietrataég Inioking'the g

RS
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names of both religion and progress, temperance' had emerged

A+ refdrm'campaign that was at once popular and

Preached as a sccial gospel, the temperance movement
acquiréd prestige and a political clout it had not previbusly
possessed. Where reviv;liats had stressed drinking &8 personal
sin, secular reformers presented it as a social disaster—the
leading s?urce‘of the appalling misery of the;1840fs. Many
were convinced. The public demgnd'fgr temperance reforms grew
so strong.that Parliament finally, in 1849, appointed a
committee to enquire into the effects of intemﬁerance. Relying
neavily on the testimon& of gaolkeepers; doctors, and directors
of asylums, the committee.bonfirmed.all the worst chargesl
“ééainst drink. Its Report épened with the atatemeh@ that
intemperance did indeed lie at tﬁe root of one-half of the
crimes annually committed, two-thirds of the cases of insahity,
and three-fourths of. the pauperism. 119‘ |

Few people to@ay wonld aéreé::iih the public and
Parliamentary assertions that drink was the main cause of the {
poverty and\crim; of fhe 1840's. In retpoepeét,;it seems
obvious that the geeper source was a grossly pnfair
- distribution of. wealth both in Cagéda and in‘Ireiand, from
wﬁich so many of the pauperg came. But at the same iimé,
drinking wes more than just a symptom of distress.
Contemporary doroners' reports confirmed that excesbiv;l

drinking was by far the. most frequent cause of /sudden death, 120

. ] Tod -
.and news reports indicated how often drunkenness did lead to

‘.
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ph&efcal violence. Moreover police records, then end'today;
lndlcate that increased drinking does in' fact correlate w1th

121 But while the attack on alcohol dealt

rising crime rates.
&\ with a'genuine problem and cammot be dremleaed as nativist
paran01a or middle class coneplracy, it created a new problem
at the same time that it tackled an old one. Evolwing from °
‘.rellglous rev1val to social reform, temperance retalned the
rig1d dogmatism of fundamentglist rellglon. The narrow focue"

o
ori drink as the source of all ev1l deflected attentlon from

rd

, L . ~ other env1ronmental oourcee éf human. misery. Temperance reformers,

L | ﬁln fact,” drew public attention to a whole range of social -
problems, such -as violence ageinst nonen, neglect of children,
and the ascute shortage of urban houelng, 122 but temperance
convictione tended to preclude a more dlverelfléd attack on

-theae nrobleme. "

. The linking of drink with the social crises- of the 1840's
did have one clear effect. It mobllized a large segment of the

populatlon, compoeed of the working and the _1ddle claeeee,

women, farmers and church leaders to demand sopial reform. - By

a35001at1ng drink w1th the most pressing colopial problems, it

removed the’ temperance campelgn from the spi 1tual realm. The

issue would be resolved not in the hidden receﬁﬁeg‘of the soul

or beyond the grave; the ehowdown between "wets" and “drye"

;? . ~ would be an historical battle fought in the legislative

cthambers, town councils and village streets. Temperance had

. emerged as a major drive for eocial.reform. Within a few years,
hundreds of thousands wonldi%urn to it as a fdrm of worldly

salvation;
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- CTA, 1 February 1849. The attack on taverns threatened

- to become a middle tlass vendetta against the lower classes.
Pavern closures sat more comfortably wi the well-to—do than
had the revivalists' naively democratid insistence that
everyone, high and low, must take the g edge. Indeed, the
Montreal Temperance Society noted in 184% that while the public
was "more alive to the evils of drinking than at any former
time...the only efficient remedy——total abstinence-—~is almost
as unpopular as ever", (Wadsworth, op.cit., P. 144.) Moreover,
in the towns, the "clean-up" tended %o focus only on the dingy,
unlicens?d_taverns frequented by the poor. (Brown, op.cit.,
PpPs 3=5.
“7 .7 But the temperance movement in the 1840's still breathed
the fire of religious and political radicalism, and many would

_ not accept the shabby haunts of the poor as a scapegoat. T.S.
Brown called on Montreal audiences to rise above the
heontemptible time-serving hypocrisy" of gentlemerr who

continued to drink- themselves while with abhorring the same

vice in the poor (Brown, op.cit., pp. 3-4). In smaller
communities where class distinctions were less clearly drawn
many supporters ineisted right from the beginning that al
"sympathizers" take the pledge and that any tavern whatsgever
was an offensive blot on the horizon. - Temperance forc§§9in
Georgetown, for example, saw the ques®ion of taverns in black
and white te , trensferring the revival mentality to
community reform. ' Taverns were haunts of the "demon~-king" .
and the society)sought to eliminate them all (CTA, 16 April
1849). The lafge contingent of religiously-motivated .
supporters was apt to be as iq;olefant of high~placed sinners

as of lowly ones. Priestly temperance supporiers, more
interested in assuring that all Catholics be temperate than

in singling out any one c¢lass, appealed to Parliament to licence
taverns only for bona fide travellers and declare them of f-limits
for the inhabitants. (JLAC, 1849, Appx. ZZZ, testimony of
Charles Chiniquy; CTA (Berthier), 1 March 1849.) The Advocate
continually castigated "respectable, moderate drinkers” for
perpetuating society's use of alconol by making drinking seem
honorable (CTA, 15 January 1849, 15 March 1849).

" True to their view that temperance constituted a ,
religious reformation, the Montreal Society stood by the policy
of voluntary conversion. Appearing before a Parliamentary
Committee in 1849, representatives of the Society advocated
"moral sussion” as more effective than coercive laws (JLAC,
1849, Appendix ZZZ, testimony of John Dougall and James Court).
The Montreal Society favoured legislative action to promocte
temperance, and in fact began to circulate petitions on the
subject as early as 1842 demanding a Parliamentary Enquiry -
into the causes of Intemperance (CTA, February 1842). The _
Society for many years agitated against the granting licenses
as a form of political' patronage and the fact that many
Magistrates owned distilleries or taverns and thus had a vested
interest in granting licences (Buckingham, op.cit., p. 52; CIA,
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15 July 1844). But the Socie(ty maintained the voluntarist )
position that the question was primarily one of conscience; -
it never organised a strong campaign for political action

but left the question of petitioning to the discretion of
individual societies;.cf. CTA (Niagara), 2 September 1844;

. CTA, 2 December 1844, Dougall's position was tha restrictive
laws could not be enforced; and restrictions on taverns should
be tightened only as the greater enlightemment of public .
opinion permitted; cf. JLAC 1849, Appx. ZZZ. In its more
optimistic moments about the state of public "enlightenment"
on this matter the Society at times suggested simply abolishing
the Licensing system altogether without adopting the corollary
measure of Prohibition. (CTA, 1 April 1844, 1 March 1849.)

To summarise, temperance evangelism differed from the ¥
later drive for Prohibition in its stress on voluntarism and
on individual conversion of high and low alike. Temperance
before 1850 cannot be characterised as a middle class movement.

114

Buckingham, op.cit., p. 52; CTA, February 1842, 2
April 1849; JLAC 1849, Appendix 2ZZ, testimony of Dr. Sewall.

115 ' .
. The Advocate wrote in 1842 that nearly all the provinés's
Legislators opposed temperance (CTA, 15 Novenber 1842), bui

that by 1844 was "gratified to announce that at least five ™
members of the Lower House, and one of the Legislative Council,
are pledged teetotallers, besides several others who act upon
the principle" (CTA, 16 December 1844)., Among these supporters
were Baldwinite Reformers J.W. Powell, J.P. Roblin and J.H.
Price (CTA (Windham), 1 June 1842, 16 December 1844; DCB, IX,

p. 688; X, pp. 94, 624), and Malcolm Cameron, who is probably
best classed as an independent (DCB X, pp. 125-128).
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Bouggss, op.cit., pp. 299—303;'311; Cherrington, op.
04 . ' -

-

ctA, 15 ‘Pebruary 1845.
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. < JLAC 1849, Appx. ZZZ; CTA, 1 April 1844; MR, 12
juillet 1850. T : )
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JLAC 1849, Appx. Z2Z.
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Guillet, Early Life in Upper Canada, p. 299.
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See note 53 above; and Globe and Mail, 28 June 1978,
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p. 1 for a statement by Ontario Correctional Services Minister
Frank Drea that . nine out of ten prisoners in Ontario are
jailed for alcohol-related offences.

122 ... - :

: The Toronto Tempergpnce Reformation Society typifi

this situation in a discudsion of the housing crisis in .
1847. Noting that respectable boarding houses were so scarce
that workers could often only find-lodging in very
disreputable taverns, the Society contented itself with
"hope that this public notice...will induce some serioysly
to ask themselves if they could not in this ‘way providg for
the wants of their poor neighbours"; but the Society directed
its own energies towards petitioning City Couneil to clo
taverns and towards opening a new Temperance Hall rather
than towards providing alternate housing (Toronto Tempe
Reformation Society, p. 20). ] ,

. ..f"\-z
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V' PATRIOTIC TEMPERANCE . \

Nationalism was one of the great secular religiooe of
the nineteenth century. 1 14 involved the belief that there
was something sacred about a group possessing a common
territory,'lenguage ano culture. In an age when ooth
trad1tional rellglons and the old h1ereroh1cal BOClal order

\.,

unquestioning faith in mlllione of breasts. For this beiief

were subjected to growing criticism, nationalism awoke

statesmen gave their all and armies marched and died. When
drink wes prOpoeed as a fit sacrifice on the altar of
natiénalism, the temperance movement acquired an extraordinary
vitality. In the 1840'5, tempe;;nce and nationalism 301ned
hands in French Canada. Clerlcal leaders persuaded the lay
elite fhat eurvgvarce demanded greater sobriety. VWhen Charles
Chiniquy'initieped-a patriotic temperance campaign in 1847

the elite'joined the maeees in supporting'him, and temperance
) trium?hed as a great nationsl crusade.

No slmilar movement ewept through Engllsh Canada. Here
the absence of "patrlotlc" temperance is readily explalned-'z
- no one knew which flag to wave. Occasionally a speakegwurged
a crowd to abandon the'bottle for love of Empire:
‘ May Britain and her dependenclee never

succumb to the insidious advances of
this vice, and be numbered with its .
victims. May her sons...free her proud 1?

escutcheon from the stain of this o
national disgrace before it is too late.

u.'é.

Sceptical voieee, however, disqieeed Britaiﬂ as a place where
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" "Egyptian darkneés"}3 reigned on the subjgct of'temperance. _

The opposition of the British-born colonial elite to the

-

moyepgptfaisb,ééoled.any" tentigl‘impefial;grdour. Some N
temperance gdvocates found inspiration in the progressive

' AmeriCaL states which were passing stringent temperance laws
in thé 134055; 4 But supporters who admired the American model
cogld scarcely pass for patriote; in fhéf they had.to take care

to avoid the charge of'disloyalty. A Port Sarnia cdfrespondent

- to the Advocate described a temperance soirfe where

The speakers were partly Canadian and
partly American, in compliment to
whom...the flags of the two countries
‘ were placeg supporting right and left
- the beautiful temperance banner which
overhung the platform, and lest any
suspicion of disloyalty should attach
) to .such commingling, our own National _
’ . Anthem was sung as a finale, the whole ‘5
(\;J/~’/ company standing. _ .

hY
~

Indeed, as one perceptive visitor noted, national sentiments

were a divisive force in Canada West:

. ’ K1 .
#,/J . A curious featu®e...which strikes a : -
stranger very much...is the exceedingly ' .
heterogeneous and exotic character . .of o ‘g
- -~ its population: it is much more -
co remarkable here than in the States,})!
because the country has not been settled
long enough for a generation born in it
to have sprung up to any ‘extent; so that
there appears to be no.groundwork of
¢ native populgtion‘ap.al&; everybody is a s
foreigner here; and “home", in' their 6
- mouths, invariably means another country.
-~ o« .

The Montreal Temperance Soodety surmounted this situation

by presenting temperance as a sacred cause transcending the
‘ . .
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u{;bonde of nation and race. A8 the movement became more secular;
temperance groups continued to seek unity by playing down their

!lffmhers' &ivided 1o&elties. Inﬁeed, the Sons of Temperance

. owea much of their popul&rity’to the fact that, unlike other

'rsecret_societies,.they had no ethnic, religious or politjical |
requirements for membersnip. ./ The Sons took pride«in the fact
that .at meetings members were able to "leave behind them their
isms of every kind.. Torees and Radicals, Colonists and
Annexationists conid only be brethren hy staying safely clear

of any "national“'subject. Thls v1rtue of toleratlon spoke to

the mind but of necessity cooled the blood it was not‘\‘“s\\
capable of firing the same mass fervour for teetotalism that
raged through- French Canadd in the second half of the decade.
Across the Ottawa, there was little doubt ebe&% the -
"national® identity. In Canada East, the.blood ties of a
'largely homogeneous nopulatlon had been strengthened by
conec1ous efforts to promote solidarity. French‘ganadlan
nationalism had emerged in the early nineteenth century.in
response to the concentration of political and economie'power
in the hands of a small British elite. 5 New political leaders
drawn from the professionel ciassee, influenced by the
anticlericalism of European nationalists, had attacked the
clergy for their support of the British negime. The Rebellion
years heightened resentment towards the clergy, but the events of
1837-8 discredited rad1ca1 nationalism as well Nationalist

1deology soon underwent a marked change of character. When

the Brltleh Parliament united Upper and Lower Canada in 1841
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with the aim of promoting French Canadian assimilation,
\polltic1ans and clergy united in resisting this goal.

_ Ideas evolved rapidly and new conflguaatlons took shape.
The periocd has been characterized as a time of "révolution
psychologique" among the bourgeoisie. 9 National leaders
accepted the idea of co-operation with English Canadian -
reformers and the old tactic of, obstructlng commer01a1

-

agrlcultural and educational change gave way to support for
_5taese reforms. Once seen aS‘instrumentaJof British hegemony,
they became 2 aeans of national self;preservation.- Only a
dynamic Canada Fast could counterbalance the grow1ng populatlonl
.and commer01al st;ehgth of Canada West. Yet the maesegrhad.
'.experienced no “psychological reyelution", and popuiaé
indifference‘to_agriculturallaad educational refprm.caused
growing concern.. Increasingly, national leadefe turned'to the
cieréy as the group capable of'dissemiaating the new reforms
;ﬁong the people. 10° . ' . .

The. clergy owed, their rlalng 1nf1uence to zeal rather than
to numbers. . Though several new rellglous orders were i
established in Canada East durlng the 1840'3, at mid-century
there were still fewer clergymen per capita in this long- 4

settled territory than in the newer society of Canada West. }1

—

y—

But headlng the ranks were such outaﬁandlng flgures as
Monseigneuy Ignace Bourget who-became bishop of Montreal in
1840. Bourget championed an~U1tramontane.phi1090phy which
sanctioned close ties between civil and rTeligious authorities

and an active role for the clérgy in political and social -
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questions. This idea was in direct opposition.tq "modérnism"
as defined by either European liberals or American democrats,

both of whose eri&os invollved separation of church and state.

However, Mgf. Bourget and his clergy worked tirelessly to make

~ their philbsophy releﬁant, Expanding their traditional role; -

a8 dispensers of poor relief, they led~the_res§bnse to what

. were seen ag the most pressing problems of the day. Priests

and nuns led the:yelief 'work among the hundreds of thousands of
immigrﬁnts who entered the ébiony, and many lost their lives

in the choléra epideﬁic. 12. The Quebec hierarchy also attempted
to stem the problem at 1ts source by dlrect appeals to their -
Irlsh.colleagues to discourage furﬁher immlgrgnts from qomlng
during the-epidemic. 13 On the controversial question of a
-;chool~syé;;m, Mgr. Bourget reached’ a éompromise with the
Reform party led by Loujs—Hlppolyte Lafontaine, and the clergy
were a leadlng force in gstablishdng new schools. To counter
rising emlgratign, the clergy organlsed Frgpch Canadian
set#lehenf@fh the Townships. 7 "

Though clerical qnd;bourgeois reform_policies were
converging, it took several years for the two groups to see
eye-to—~eye on temperante. By 1844, temperance was'é&nonomous
with teetotalism; and, as in English Caneda, the bourgeoisie
often found this practice‘unpalatable. But the movement had

gained a considerable followmng among the Lower -classes durlng

.The révell and 1t appegred that sobrlety might truly ‘provide

- th®inner motivation needed.to’ bring the non-progressive

agricultural population intq'yhe-nineteeﬂth century. ‘Here was
A . " . : . .
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a reform impulse with.grass roots and as Vicar General Hudon
told an éiite audience in Montreal in i846, it should not be
allowed to wither for lack of influential supporters. Hudon
also pointed out that sober servants and workmen were a
considerable boon to wealthier compatriofs who hireé.them. 14 ‘
In the Quebec diocesg_Archbishop Signay also presented temperance .

as a matter of noblesse oblige, both religious and social'duty.LIB

Moreover, the leading colonisaﬁion priests claimed that
temperance was egsential to this patriotic endeavour. The first
recruits were an unpromising lot; but the missionary at Kingsley
reported in 1&47 that, to the gfeat surprise of everyone, the

impovgnished colonists had finally begun to prosper, "conséquence

immédiate de la tempérance". 16  he missionaries suggested that

several thousend lumberjacks working in the Ottawa Valley had

" great potential as settlers. In a\Q§§ital—scamm rural economy

their earnings \
L}

tous les ans, apportés par eux au foyer
' paternel devraient se répandre dans nos
' . campagnes,. et y porter:. l'abondance avec

le gout et les moyens d'entreprendre les

sméliorations de tout genre. 17

- ~

This was only a dream as long as so‘many,eéntinued to drink
their wagé.
Government officigls also confirmed that drink was sapping
the strength of French Caéada. Judge Mondelet drew public
. attention to scandals such as the death of the scidn of one of tﬂ:

countfy's finest families. Emerging from a Longueii tavern,

the young gentleman had staggered through the streets, the 7

Ay
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laughing stock of the village children% shortly thereafter he
died of delirium tremens. This was cited as only one

of many similar caseS. 18 A Legislative Cohmittee'appointed to
eqquire into the causes of French Canadian migration also singled
ost intemperance as & leading cause. Lumberjacks who spent
their wages on wild living had no savings when depression hit

the timber tpade, and figured prominently among the emigrants.
Intemperant farmers drank themselves into such heav& debts that
they had to sell out and leave. 19 prom the States,
‘missionaries sent back the final chapter of the tfagic narrative.
The degraded and unwented migrants could find only the most

h

brutallslng employments as domestics, rallway and agrlcultural

labourers, or stokers of the furnaces of steamboats. 20

Concern grew and became patrlotlc cpnsensus. Hector
Langevin declared that drunkenness had replaced assimilation

\\ as the great national peril:

. .
ce petit peuple a grandi...sa langue et
ses moeurs ne périront pas. Mais un
danger plus grand le menace; cette fois,
11 ne s'agit plus de 1'anglification;
c'est le chancre de l'intempérance gui
1le dévore...ravissant la dignité de

1'homme raisonnable.... 2l

Nicholas Aubin's Committee for Reform and Progress passed
temperance resolutions along with educat1onal and economic
" ones, 22 .na the Institut Canadien chose Chiniquy as e
appropriateﬁ%uthority for a lecture on the subject of "National
23

Industry and Economy" .

Although temperance remained an oeuvre rellgleuse, as it
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became more closely associated with national survival, it

took on the guise of an geuvre éminément sociale or patriotigue.

By 1848, the movemen in - French Canada hed a number of

influential supporters and f'w, 1f any, public opponents.
When the treachery of drink was well—established, the
avenging angel swooped dowﬁ. ‘ '

Charles Chiniquy had won féme in the early 1840's as a
temperance preacher in the diocese of Quebeb,' With interest
in the suﬁject declining, however, Chiniquy received i};tle

tra't'bention in the press after }843. .Theh,'because of his
infractioﬁs of church discipline, he was deprived of his

‘%amou?é€§; curate'ﬁy Archbishop Signay in 1846 and_dismissed

from the diocese. Chiniquy's misdemeanours were not public

N\
Longuell was supposed to have been a spiritual decision rather -

knowledge, and his decmslon "to enter the Oblate novitiate at (ﬂ/

. than a simple alternative 1o unemployment. At any réte, - “'
Chiniquy disappeared from the publlc eye for geveral years.
Eventually rejected by the Oblates as well, he returned 'tof the
profession in which he excelled: preaching temperance. In the
sprlng of 1848, BlBhOp Bourget assigned him to conduct a .
tempefhnce campaign in the diocese of Montreal; 25  pnus began
a crusade which lasted for three years and transformed total,
abstinence into a great patriofic crusade.

Chiniquy was sensitive enough to adept the points of-hié
platform to shlftlng p6/;iar sentiment. At the beginning of
the Union, in the gloomy aftermath of the Rebeliion, people

. had placed their hopes in religious revivalj; dhiniqux,
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along with other temperance preachers, had‘emphasized
-temperance as a form of spiritual regéneration. %6 When he
- reappeared as a tgmperance preacher in the late 1840's, he had
bro;dened his programme. As political developments of the
1840'3 rev;aled that Union was not necessarily inimical to
national survivel, Chiniquy linked temperance %o emerging
nationalist hopes. Chiniquy's nationalism was suitable to an
era when French and English Reform leaders were working together
+to secure ;esponsible gbvernmeqt and national energies were
sumﬁoned for construction of schools and internal .improvements.
The mass support and the monéy for this ambitioué progréamme
would not appear out of thin airj; they wpﬁld arise only when
French anadians rejected those déep—rod%ed elements of théir
oﬁn culture which were inimical to change. .Chiniquy insisted
to his audiences that tﬁe only way to changé the national
deétin& was for each individual to change his personal habits,
and he urged not only temperance-bggsalsp the development of
dqmestic industries. 21
Proclaiﬁing this message, Chiniquy emerged as the great
national hero o%sghe 1840'8.'.Indee§, beoPiewshowered him with
the same adulation tney had given Papineau.ten years.earlier.
Aﬁdiences remarked that he reminded thém of the patriotes, 28
and he was able to raise popﬁlar hopes in a way which no leader
since Papiﬁeéu had done. Chiniquy's crusade became a
triumphal march; he was greeted with militia mﬁsters and
cannonades,-?lags and marching bands. 23 His pictufe became &

L]

household object, and the huge crowds who gathered to hear him.
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"hung upon his words with breathless attention, 3° A

parishioner from St. Lin who was moved by the enthusiastic
S
response of all classes in both town and country to Chiniquy

seems to have reflected the popular feeling when he exclaimed

that'

¢

. cet élan de tous @ s'enroler sous la
patriotique bannidre de la “tempérance”
est extraordinaire, incroyable....la
tempérance est la digue qui doit enfin,
arréter notre jeune Canada dans le
chemin boueux du.déshonneur et .de la
misdre....il n'y a, en ces jours,
d'espoir, de vie et de gloire nationale
que sous le brillant drapeau de 1a
"tempérance”.

31

Chiniquy was, above all, a consummate actor perfofming a
timely drama. He ﬁad to be seen in person t6 be appreciated;
editors seldom reprinted hié gspeeches, and they did so with
apologies for their inébility to capture his effect. 32
Chiniduy.embodied the weak nation which, through passionate |
" dedication and steely force of Qill, triumphed over all
adversity. He h;ightened the drema by stage effects: his
qud&en, unexpected appearances inspired rumours that he arrived
by miracle. 33 He used his small, homely f?ame to maxiﬁum
effect. When.people first saw him, they tended to conclude '

' /
that he was much overrateds:

-

L'apbtre-de la tempérance ne.devait pas
&tre si redoutable, comme on le disait,
tant sa physionomie paraissait douce, et
présageait une défaite plutdt qu'une
victoire....

34

But he began his presentations so golemnly that auditors
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_ suddenly sensed a greater force than his own small persoén at

-

work: ' i v

M. Chiniquy s'agenouille guelques temps, o
au pied de 1l'autel; puis, il s'achemine

enfin vers la chaire: sa démarche est

lente et majestueuse, et d'autant plus -
solennelle, qu'il porte enire ses mains,

appuyé gsur sa poitrine, le magnifique

crucifix d'or recu de la cour de Rome.

Que cette apparition fut grande, expressive!...
Une voix celeste cri au fond de son coeur: ;g
In hoc signo wnces! ' '

Though His style was artful, his content was straightforward.
Indeed, everyone could understand Chiniquy's version of how to
save the country. It was simp%y, colourful, and told with a

touch of humourcus exaggeratio He describéd the poor ragged

"0ld farmer toiling in a ditch while his daughter passed by

dressed in silks and satins, feathers, flqw;;g and gaudy
ribbons, and chastised women for shopping their menfolk into
debt., He himself Wioved to clothe himself with Canadian, heme-

made clothh, and He'urged that:

We ought not to bring from turope what we
can get at home. We have been upwards of
two hundred years in Canada and we
manufacture nothing, net even a pin or a
button. I have been ashamed while
travelling in the United States, and seeing
their extensive manufactures, to think that
we are yet in our cradles. Last year I
heard a party of gentlemen on board of a
steamboat conversing about some great
progress, which turned out to be the
establishment of a manufactory of tobacco

- pipes! We suffer from a want of nationality, s
a want of union, a want of energy.

Chiniquy did not gloss over popular resentment of the
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English but spoke directly to the problem:

Ah! vous vous plaignez tous les jours

de l'esprit d'envahissement de ces
nouveaux venus; vous vous indignez du
souverain mépris avec lequel ‘ils vous 37
traitent.

He described what eve;jone felt and feared. The country was
filling up with British and American immigrants. The best ﬁrban
properties had élready-fallen into their hands, and seigﬁeurs.
had been driven from t@eir ancient family lands by the
creditor's whip. Chiniquy then %old his audiences, quite

frankly, that they would be thenext to go:

Oui, c'est le coeur plein d'une e
inexprimable douleur gue nous Vous

1 'amoncons: avant peu d'années, si un

changement prompt et universel ne

s'opére parmi vous, vous serez chassés

de vos maisons, et ves enfans y -

demeureront en qualité de serviteurs 38

et d'esclaves. .

God had d&liberately sent the advancing army of English,

Scots, Irish and Americans to punish Canada:

’

C'est une guerre de destruction qu'ils

ont ordre de Dieu de vous faire. Mais

c'est une guerre. noble et loyale de

leur part; cer le plus grand nombre

n'a d'autres armes que l'industrie, la
banque 4'épargne; . 1'amour de travail,

la frugalité, la persévérance que
gurmonte tous les obstacles, mais par-
dessus tout l'ardeur pour s'instruire _
et donner 4 leurs enfans la meilleure 39 %
éducation possible. . ;

The battle's tragic outcome was a.foregone'conclhsiqn. The

Canadians were in disarray; and the searing indictment was that
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this weakness was self;inflicted:

vous succofniberez,..car vous n'aurez &
opposer que vos é&ternelles divisions,
vos procés ruineux, votre orgueil,
votre luxe insensé, l'état stationnaire
de ‘votre agriculture, voire apathie...
votre frivolitd, votre amour des
Plaisirs, et par—dessus tout votre
penchant pour les boissons fortes qui
epuisent tous les ans VoS ressources,
et vous Ste le tems, la pensée et les
moyéns de faire aucune amélioration -

autour de vous. 40

But now, if the péOple would all_ join tdgether to throw off
this crippling vice, fhey\could gave their country. Chiniquy
dramatised the struggle beforé their very eyes, convincing them
that they could win it. An onlooker described the preacher's
glorious finsle before a great throng in the Montreal
Cathedral: . |

Canadians! our great curse has been
want of union = unite now in the noble
cause of Temperance!

...People of Montreal, you have this
day fought Goliath. Satan.has an army
= the demons of intemperance....Strike,
then! Destroy Goliath! Destroy drink,
and- the tears of wives will no longer
flow, and children will all have bread.
See the staff of David (raising the
crucifix with which he administers the
pledge) sitrike the giant. Leading men!
lead in this good work - the people call
you. Wives! dry up your tears! Mothers!
rejoice! for your sons and husbands are
. going to_strike Goliath. Children!
rejoice!” for your fathers are not going
\]to labour for taverns, but for you;
your fathers are going to strike Goliath.
Pastors! rejoice! for Goliath has received . 41
the blow. '
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This was perhapé'the most spectaculaf road show ever to

tour the quiet parishes of Cenada East. Chiniquy bpenqd the

cempaign in early 1848. In eighteen months he delivered somé

five hundred sermons in 110 separate localities, persuading

200,000 people to take the pledge of total abstinence. 42 His

frenzied pace was said to be extraordinary} he himgglf joked to

audiences that "Chiniqu& est comme le choldra, il va partout",
until Mgr. Bourget reminded him that such levity was not -

Euiyabié to the cause. ¥° As Chiniquy gained momﬁntum, people
Began'to‘enroll with incredible speea; in two weeks in June '
1849, 11,960 people in the parishes of St. Benoit, St. Hermas,
St. Augustin, St. Jérome, St. Scholastique and St. André took

the total abstinence pledge. 44

45

Finally he himself succumbed
.After a month of rest, he swooped down to enrol
™ '
46

emigré Canadiens-in northern New York. In the winter of

1850 he again succumbed to serious illness which included

inflammetion of the lungs and of the brain. T

Recovered, he
returned in August to preach in the Quebec regioh where he had
originally begun his work. 48 .He was still drawing huge crowds
in various parighes almost to the very day in Septembé; 1851

when he was placed under interdiction in the Montreal diocese 42

for a series of sexusl misdemeanours which were not known to

the public ué%}l many years‘lafer. )
The Chiq}quy campaign amazed everyone, even those who had

determined tqﬁféﬁist his- oratory. A parishioner at Coteau du

Lag, where 1,700 people enrolled in May of 1849, was astounded

by the preacher's power to transform haerd hearts:

9
L3
-
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- . comment croire...qu'un homme, dansg

-1'espace de deux jours, puisse opérer
des faits si extrabrdinaires, j'ose
dire, des miracles..:.j'ai vu des
hommes tellement attachés & leurs

etits coups, me protester ne pouvoir
rompre leur habitude, j'ai vu de ces g .
hommes dont 1l'ineptie est invincible,

j'ai vu des personnes adonnées & la

pariosses)....0 prodige! J'ai vu, un
jour aprés, ces memes hommes, .foudroyés
pars les raisonnements du R. aptre,
venir s'agenouiller en presence des 535.
autels, et sacrificier...leurs habitudes,
leurs objections and leurs inclinstions.

boisson (il y en a dans toutes les ;:>

50

No barrier could stop him. A man from St. Edouard, after

waiching his entire parish take the pledge, exclaimed that:
o .

il n'y a pas eu moyen d'y résister; les
plus obstinéds qui, encore la veille,
juraient qu'ils n'emprasseraient point

la tempérance, qu'ils donneraient quatre
arpents de terre, si on les voyait
approacher de la sainte table, ont &té

les premiers & faire le sacrifice. Tous
nos notaires, nos médecins, nos aubergistes,
tout le monde en un mot a embrassé la 3
tempérance.

R

51

Where temperance in the'early’1840's.had been a movement of
the poor and disinherited, the wealthy and influential now
flocked into the fold. They gtood first in line to take ihe

pledge, and assemblieé'including the mayor and local noﬁables

met to pass resolutions in supﬁprt of the cause. 22

Chiniquy
the mighty, the humble, perhaps (as it seefidd at St. Hugues)

the heavens themselves:

: Un incident.assez singulier . arriva le
> ' 'second jour des prédications de la
tempérancde. Un vent furieux s'éleva;

Q

W

-
‘sL{ .
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le souffle de Dieu passa, et voild
qu'une des deux auberges' de St. Hugues 53
est-renversée sans deseus dessous.
e
Even_more impressive than- the enormous number bf enrolments
was the fact that the people were obv1ously taklng the pledge
seriously. A sudden abandonment of the liquor trade by local

shop and tavernkeepers became almost a standard feature of the

'Chlnlquy campaign in 1848-49. In many parishes tavernkispere

-

converted their premises to temperance inns and shiﬁped their

liguor back to Montreal: other perishes burned the detested '

substance i ge bonfires. >4 By the autumn of 1848, taverns
were reported closed in forty parishes and townshlps 1n the

MontrealTDletrlct and nineteen parishes in the Quebec Digtrict. 25

il

By summer of the next year the number of tavernless: parishes

56

. L ’ .
had risen to seventy-five, and the number of tavern licences

throughout Canada‘Eaet had dropped_by~half from tHe previoue”
year: 51 |

As temperance-triumphed at the end of the decade, Chiniqur
.was not the only preacher in the field. Alexis Mailloux, alded?'
-by_Edouard Quertigr, devoted several yeeis.after 1846 t6 full-
58 *

time preachlng in the Quebec dlocese, and they succeeded in
enrolling 51xty-three parishes in the Quebec Dlocese in the

Socidté de.le Croix by 1850, 59 Meilloux, like Chln;quy; was |
an odtetaﬁdingrxraﬁor, and many parishes where he spefe“closed
down thelr taverns.\:idaf%ilioux, however, etressed the sombre

side of temperance, as ® penitential act of self-denial rather

"than a path tgmnatioﬁal glory. -Neither his style nor his

message had Chirijquy's "irresistibility", and 'th-e/ogoeeional
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.. on every tongue.
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parlsh openly opposed the establishment of the Société de la .

61 "number of lqgé famous preachers also conducted

Croix.
temperance retreats in the_varlous dioceses, When Mgr. Guigues
was installed as bishop of the new diocese of Bytown“in 1847,
ﬁe prpﬁoted temperance sogieties in the parishes of that
‘region, 62 and the Oblate fathers by 1848 were »:erur-oll'ﬁ;rr_;m1

parlshes as far west ailKlngston. 63 Sucfess Q\E in the air,

qand these preachers too sometimes .persuaded whole parishes to

abstain from drink. But Chiniquy generzted the exeitement that

transformed temperance into & mass movement. The Archbishop

of Quebec reported in 1850 that there were 4OQ,965 Catholic

temperance society members in Lanada; 64

d the majority of
these had received the pledge from the great preacher himself.

‘Chiniquy Was,_as les Mélanges reported in 1849, the name
66

The Governor General sent his

congratﬁiatiOns. 67 Parliament ﬁith fhg‘fypport of’all parties,
voted him an honorarium of five hundred pounds for' outstandlng
service to his country. 68 Jud¥e Mondelet and the Société of
St. Jean-Baptis® presenteéd him with accolades and e medai,

before a crowd of some ten thousand people at Longugil. 69

The Advocate covered his triuéphs, translated his,sﬁeecheé, and
expréssed the opinion that wh;le the country generally still
would no¥ accept a law to abolish taverns,lsome'of the.parishes
where Chiniquy had spoken were ready for such a measure. 70
“Evén the Daily Witness, invetefate foe of popery, cheered him

oA. Huge assemblies, with members of Parliament, mayors

and other dignataries and clergy of various denominations on
. . p

-

65

.
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the platform convened in the towns of Canada East to

congratulate Chiniquy and to draft petitions to Parliament for

1
more stringent tavern regulation. - At the assembly held in

Bonsecours Market in the autumn of 1848 (M r.”Bourget, ‘the
Mayor of the "City, the cblonisafion‘ﬁ?ie t Faﬁher 0'Reilly,.
and several legislators surrounded Chigiquy on the plaffofm.'|
They looked out upon a denise thfong of five -thousand peoplé

of "all classes and origins...(gather ) to listén to addresses

"~ of remarkable ﬁathos and power". 12 The Presbyterian minister

- William Taylor, a veteran Montreal Society campaié%er,,

rejoiced that, after many long struggles, temperance had

finally won the day: N

(11) a fait allusion 3 une assemblée
de tempérance. qui avait eu lieu a
) Montresel il y & 20 ans. "Tout le
monde &tait alors contre nous...la
presse surtout condamnait noire oeuvre,
nous dimes céder. Mais aujourd'hui
quel changement! Voild une immense
" agsemblée, toute la presse est pour
nous, le maire est & notre t€te; nous
. voyoris ici les ministres de toutes les
religions....C'est une assemblée
triomphante; je la predis, dans 20 ans,
tout le Canada sera de la tempérance, et .
ce grand resultat sera en grande partie 73
du aux labeurs du Rev. M. Chiniquy"s

-ﬁecure in this triumph, French danadian leaders stretchgd
their own ardently nationalistic movement a bit eto extend'ta
all the temperance faithful. Father 0'Reilly rose and
delivered an address in both languages iniwhich he waved the

flag mightily. He rhapsodised that.a new star had arisen in

the Canadian night; he himself had ‘travelled the extent of the
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"land, along its great waterways and endless forests,

.whereupon:
=

Mon coeur a battu de joie...& la vue

du-spectacle nouveau qui s'est offert

A mes regards étorinés. I1a en effet

j'ai vu regner la tempérance, la

prosperité et le bonheur, ou gquelegues
. anmées avant il n'existait que malheurs,
. désolation, miséres.... .
Citoyens de toutes origines,citoyens de
toutes conditions, tous, je vous le
demande, aimez-vous votre pays?....
Décidez lequel des deux aime mieux son
pays; ou de celul qui ruine sa famille,
ruine sa sant€ et dissipe sd fortune 2
boire et s'enivrer; ou de celui qui
vivant dans la sobriété, s'abstient des
boissons, et emploie toute son énérgie,
tout son talent, et toutes ses forces & 74
gervir la cause et la patrie. .

L}
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I

Despite the'expansive rhetoric, the Chiniquy crusade was

basically. a French Caﬁadian triumph. 75

Here it had a lasting

significance, for it injected an element of passion into the

new clerically-led nationalism. Schools might be more enduring

institutions, agricultural reform a more tangible economic

benefit. but the renunciation of alcohol -by approximately one-

-

half of "the populafion.of'French Canada was the most. dramatic

of all the reforms of the 1840's. Chiniquy was the first great

patriote drawn from priestly ranks. He %told his audiencgs that

‘he would.gladly die for the cause; and his gruelling schedule

oA
in touring -the Montreal diocese, which frequently led to

exhaustion, left his martial spirit in little doubt. Unlike

the battles of St. Charles and St. Eustache, the battle on

drink was won, end the mess closure of taverns in 1848-49 was
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“ . ) L, .
hailed as a revolution. 76 As tavernkéepers conwéf%éd; fled

or went undergrohnd;lthe.local cures rushed into the breech.
Everywhere they came forward to consolidate the movement which

Chiniquy led, founding and presiding over the local temperance,

societies, setting the rules for the new temperance inns, -

and heading parish gssembiies who met to petition the
gévernment for laws to promote sobriety. 78
| The Chiniquy campaign was the firét mass movement in
which religion and na‘tionalism were inﬁistinéuishable. Anti-
clerigél nationalism,ftottering since the Rebellions, was
effectively laid %o rést. Tﬁe clergy may not have manned the
barricades in 1838, but in 1848 they marched at the head of
the fervent legions.’ In the persén of Charles Chiniguy,
priest and patfiote merged and triumphed. Though the terrain

would shift and other national objectives would later sﬁpplant

temperance, the flagpole was fixed firmly in the pulpit. .

~

-,

)
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VI  EFFECTS OF THE MOVEMENT

‘ From the initiation of province-wide tempersnce revivals
in 1840 to the end of thé Chiniquy campaign.in 1&51,,well over
five hundred thousand people took the total abstinence pledge.
The foregping chapters have traced their reasons for doing so;
which ranged from religious enthusiasm to secular motives such
as social reform, thrift and ever? patriotism. Here we 1;.1irn to
the question of the movement's- impact. The fempgrance
* campaigning of the 1840's had three major results. First of
all, it led to more moderate use of alcohol. Secondly, it
_uﬁited a broad segment of the population for the first time in
the quest for reform. Finally, in rural Canada where the
movement was most popular, it established moral refqpn as an
enduring social and political goal. L

The most obvious question about the mass campaigns of the
1840's is whether they caused any significant decline in
drinking. The answer unfortunately iacks statigtical
precision, since, the extent of contraband is unknown, and even
the official records contaiﬁ important gaps. However, there
is muqh evidence that temperance campaigns did'eignifiqantly
alter drinking habits. Vigorous campéigns caused sharp
temporary drops in cénsumption. Though té;§ were soon
reversed, many old drinking customs began to disappear, and
heavy drinking became less respectable. Thﬁs‘temberance
bampaigning did lead to greater moderation;

‘Imported liquor definitely lost popularity during the

1840'3. Liguor entering the Province at the two major ports
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of Montreal and Quebec dropped sharply at the beginning of the:

2

decadé as temperance revivals swept across the Province.
— ! * .

3

Thereéfter, although there were some fluctuations, the ¢rénd

was definitely downward: | )
Importations, Ports of Montreal and Quebec 3
- ‘ Wine Spirits
1838-42 . 3357465 gals. 678,113 gals. ’
1843~47 280,634 gals. 371,365 gals.
1848-52 N 157,539 gals. 242,180 gals.

M

Declining imports do not tell the whole story, for
£

domestic productioh to some extent offéet_this decreage., Here

the éauge is rough, fﬁr.distillers did not record production .
until required to.do'sé by.law in 1846. 4 The era was'clearly
one of cen%ralisation.' Large operatlons such as Molson 8 in
Montreal and Gooderham s in Toronto expanded their opelr'a*t‘.n.ons,'5

while many 1ocal operatlons closed down'

Number of Distilleries

Canada Esst 6. Canada West 7.
1831 70 7 1842 \\\\ 147
1844 % 1851 . 102
1851 7 S

»r

.

The output of the large distilleries did not expand steadlly .

but fluctuated in response to temperance campaigns.
These fluctuatlons fall into- three periods. Liguor

consumption droppe& sharply at the beglnnlng of the decade,
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when the revivals of 1840-1844 exposed many people $o temperaﬁée.
ide#s for the first time.. Then,'in the middle yeéré of the
decgde, there waS\leés temperance acfivity. ébpular support
féii of f, and consumption began to risé again throughout the
province. In:the final period, 1847-1852 -- for which the
fulleét documentaﬁion is available -- consumption patterns
. diverged sharply in the two halves of the Province. In Canada
West, ﬁhe movement neﬁer_regained the popularity of the earli'
18&0'8, and consumption remained fairly,steady tﬂr uéhoui thé
second half of the decade.' Meanwhile, on the other side of
the Ottgwa,'the Chiniquy crusgde'saw drinking plunge to a.
-fraction of its former‘extent: .

. The period 1840-43 ewxhilarated ?empérance forces; for the§
gaw sobriety growiﬁg everywhere. T:?péﬁance éocietigs in town

and country claimed great success i

.changing popular habits. .
A%t Douglastown in Gaspé in 1842: : |

2 The court was sitting and was surprised
& %o find not an individuwal was intoxicated,
~ and on(enquiring the cause, was informed
thet a (temperance society had been
establikhed consis®ing of nearly every g -
inhabithnt-of that place. x

. -, '
In Quebec City the vilrorous temperance campaigning of 184

has'

ustion...in tﬁz\saie of all ki

of intoxicating drinks", 9 afd led Yto a number of innovations:

A large West India Mouse, which used to

sell 300 or 400 puncheons of rum through

the winter, has only sold two during the
! winter tnat is past. A retailer who laid

iﬁ\gii‘usual supply of 30 puncheons has
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g. . . ) : ‘ . . . -

not yet sold one. And three dealer
_ viz., T. Bickell, P. Holt, .and T.

—~ Lavallé (St..Roch) have given up the
traffic, and now keep Temperance
Groceries. At the public dinner
recently given to the newly elected

_ membels of Parliament, fifteen gellons
- of toas‘t water were prepared, placed
.on_the table, and drank - Enst:ead 10

. of wane. ~

'Jusf as Bighop Signay was congratulating thé,people of
his.vést Quebec ﬁiocese on their marked increase in sobriety,
the Montreal Temperance Society lauded a similar reform in their
vicinity. 1l This was confirmed by the Montreal tavernkeepetrs
who in 1842 gloomily. petitioned City Couneil for a reduction

in tHe licence fee "on account of the failure of their

businesses...(dua) t? the operation of temperance s@cietieshjjggi
People travelling through the H;me District noted a change in
field crops as ﬁany temperance ggnverts stopped planting barley

~ and rye-for“whiakey‘productionf/13 The closure of local

.distilleries was widely noted, and the reports- indicated that

The \picture was changing by late 1844. Temperance was

® becoming a movement of the classes rather than ‘the masses.
nﬂg}le businessmen, doctors, lawyers and magistrates

increasingly endorsed the mov@ment, reports of growing | 3
' chsumptioh make it clear thét popular support was declining. 15
Thé‘q;d—decade slump in fe;vbur was pérticularly serious for
~ . L
"
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Canada'West,.where for the rest of the decade tﬁe méwement never

'_recovered the 1mpetus of the revival years.® Societies‘reporting
to the Montreal Temperance Convention fell from 115 in 1844 i
..t9‘34 in 1848 17 ana reviving "slumbering" temperance societies
bécéme one of the agents' 1ééding activities. Agents sometimes

felt they were operating a treadmill as English, Scottish and

Irish immigrants With a "tenacity for the old country dsagest,'ls

k]

contiﬁued'to arrive in great numbers. Distillery statistics

for Canada West showed productlon nearly keeping pace with

populatlon growth.

-

Year Canada West Distilleries  Per capita consumption

Gallons Produced " 19
1847 1,489,335
1848 1,601,698 . 2.2 gallons
1849 . 1,920,088 L
—H850 - " 1,088 ,i98
1851 . 2,033,012 ) . C2a gallons
1852 i 2,052,872 | |

In Canada East, on the other hand, temperance fervour -
revived dramatically in the flnal years of the.decade. The
Chiniquy crusade of 1848-1851 is the success story of the era.

By June of 18{9, nearly all the distilleries in Canada East

20

haed suspended operations, ‘and scores of puncheons had been

returned by country merchants who had no buyers. 21

Molson's
~ | . the largest distillery in the Province, which had weathered

earlier temperance campaigns without any serious loss, reported
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8 1oss-or'€%15,ooo in 1849. %2 Against a backdrop\ of
.declining imports, domestic production also hit bottom when ,

the Chiniquy campaign crested in 1849-50:

Canada Fast Distilleries - Gallons producéd 3

1847, 645, 386
1848 - 317,840
1849 L 246,920
1850 ‘ 79,914
- 18s1 . . , 266,129

1852 \ 443,111

Thermidor followed swiftly. As the figures indicate,
éhroats began parchinéiin 1851 ahd tavernkeepers began to set
up shop again.‘ In September of that year the Chiniquy crusade
came to an abrupt end, incurring the censure of Monseigneur
Bourget'for sexual misdemeanours, Chiniquy was plaé;d under
in?erdibtion in the Montreal diocese. 24 In October he
boarded a westbound train, leaving the Province to work as a
missionaryrémong Canadian emigrants in Illinois. 25 The ¢
orator's disgrace was not generally known, but his absence was
sufficient cause for a rapiq plunge in enthusiasm. By 1852
Bishog'Bourget was lamenting that enemies of temperance were
attacking "de tous catéé,‘ét avec fureur”. 26 1, 1853, a
relieved Thomas Molson wrote to a friend that the temperance

movement had réléxed_énd plans were underway for expansion of

liquor production. 21 By 1855, domestic production of alcohol

in Canade East had returned to the 1847 level. ?8
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The temperahce movement did haye some lasfihg effects. 
#While data on pre-~1840 iiqhér production is not available,
changes in popular habits make it apparent that drinking never.
returned to %he excessive levels of tﬁe 1830's. Temperancé
campaigning changed public beliefs about.the benevolent
properties of alcohol and eliminated some of the most \

excqgsivé and dangerous drinking customs. Teetotallers

disproved the notion that alcohol was a necessity of daily life,

A growing number of people began to view it in the modern

sense, as a 1eisuré commodi ty. ‘While pushing the géﬁeral
public in the direction of moderation, the movement also carved
out deep snd lasting pockets of teetotalism in many country
districts. '

Alcohol began to lose its old role as a.staple of diet.
Many grocery and dry goods firms ceased to stock jt. 23
Responding t6 a growing market for non—alcphblic beverages,
the non-licensed restaurant, inn and coffee shop made their

30

first widespread appearance. Coffee, tea, fruit juices and .

carbonated beverages began to appear on dining tableq, at
31 32

picnics and banquets, aboard steamships 33 and in

military canteens, 34 Even more "importantly, towns responded

o temperence agitation by taking steps to prqvide safe drinking

water. The Advocate reported in 1841 that:

In the suburbs of Montreal, the. inhabitants
are often supplied with water taken from

the port impregnated with all kinds of filth.
Ag long as people drank chiefly beer or cider,
these things were of little consequence; but
now that great numbers have become water
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drinkers, it is absolutely necessary that
arrangements should everywhere be made;

. for a sufficient supply of wholesome
water....¥e are glad to learn that...the
Montreal Water Works Company intend to
"supply water carts hereafter at ’
conveniernt stations at the low rate of 35
2d. a punchech.

-

As water became more accessible, liquor became‘less.sb. -
The éystematic taxation and regulation of distilleries, which
begén in 1846, caused prices to-rise. ‘A gallon of whiskey
costing 25,7d.(52¢) in 1840 cost 38.9d (75¢) in 1851; 36
this was the first‘step in escalation which was to carry heavy _
dailx drinking out of popular reach, with taxes’spiralling
toﬁards sixty cents per gallon“%y Confederation. 3 Retailers,
too, padsed along rising costs to consumers as the fee for
tavern licences more than doubled. 38 ’ r

Drink was algso debunked as & stimulant to hard work.
Eméloyers-bglqnging to temperance societies pioneered the use
of .coffee and other ndn-alcéholic‘ggzgrages on 1gp sites. 52
Coffee-drinking raftsmen who made the journey down.the Ottawa
River to Quebec in haifi#pe usual time in 1841rﬁere ridicﬁled

40 but they supplied a salient economic

by their felio%s,
aréﬁment for change. Farmers, too, stopped giving liquor to
their hands. 4% The Advocate, taking stockiin 1845 of .the
failures and‘accomplishments of the temperance movement, cited
the removal of liquor from work sites as a major achievement:
Arongst the agricultural population at bees,
reisings, haytime, harvest...whiskey used to

flow like water, and by lumbermen, boatmen
and sailors it was considered as necessary as
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flour or pork: nay, in elmost every
mechanic's shop and on every public .
work, a system of continual drinking
. was kept up, by treating on the part
of the mesters, and fines, footings
and subscriptions, on the part of
the men. Now all these absurd customs
have either passed, or are fast

. 42
passing away.

-

The new trend feceived th% of ficial stamp when the govermment
banned sale of liquof on public work sites. 43 jn 1853.‘

"+ Temperance advocates did not, of course, attain their own
rédipal goai of an‘abstinent society. The Advocate admitted in
1845 that the attempt to eliminate. social drinking had failed,
that'aé "weddings, funerals, markets, public festivities and
other social occasions...(liquor) maiﬁfiins its ground verj‘
firmly". 44 Bishop”Bourget,‘tﬁo, singlkd out Sundays. and
holidays as the occasions on which teetotaliers tended to

abandon their resolves, 45

Though electoral drinking declined
somewhat, political life remained bacchanalian as well,
Despite the passage of a law in the 1850's forbidding sale of
liquor on election days, drink continued to inspire Cénadian

voters. 46

Even a cursory examination of Canadian political
life makes it cleér that our parliamenfary luminaries also
;tqutly rgsisﬁed tempergnce for some decades.

One of the most enduring effects of temperance campaigning
wasg the ﬁolarisation of attitudes to drink ig town and countfy.'
Though the campaigns of the 1840'srswept out from the towns to
the hinterland, it was soon evident that teetotalism thrived

best in coﬁntry air. Throughout the Province temperance

revivals enjoyed their greatest success in rural districts, 4T



«154.

-and here the campaigns to close down taverns were mos t
effective. Here.the temperance movement becams an institution,
weaving itself into the fabric of community lifo.

Townsmen, desﬁite passing enthusiasm, proved resilient to
successive;waves of temperance agitation. For‘somé, economic
interests,were involved; the growth of urban distilleries
concentratsd liquor jobs and liquor profits in the larger towns.
But social factors were probably more important. Towns saw a
continual influx of British immigrants, who tended to retain

48

traditional attitudes towards drink. Then too, town life

perhaps bred great;r sophistication. Montrealers, for

example, greeted the Chf;quy.campaign with a grain’of salt,
reoomoiling pledge-taking with pleasure by turning to "small
beer“; a beverage about which ths Chiniquy pledge left some
ambiguity 49 They definitely had reservations about the nsm
Temperance Houses, subscrlblng to Blshop ‘Bourget's rules,

which outlawed singing and rowdy behav1our and summoned patrons

to common prayer each evening at nine p.m. 50

The flock
balked, and strayed towards the iliegal taverns which mushroomed

as licensed ones became scarcer:

Illegal_Taverns in Montreal

Year = Estimated Number 51
1841 | 100
1844 . 150
1848 - 300
1849 400

1853 500.
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Mass temperance fervour was definitely a transientlphenomenal
‘in the towns . ‘

' In contrast, temperance often became a way of life in the
countryside. During the 1840's liquor lo&t'its ceritral role in \
the rural économy. With better 3facilities for transport, and
increasing taxation and regulatlon of dlstllllng, farmers found
it more profitable to ship all their graln to market than to
convert surpluses to whiskey. 52 .Liquor lost its old functlon
as a medlum of exchange; its discéntinuation as a form of pay
at house and barn raisings was one of the most widely cited
.temperance'reforms of the decade. 23
Social.pressures reinforced economic ones in rural
' commuhitiqs. Temperance revivals often converted such a
substantial proportion of the population that they were able
to influence .the habits of members and non-members alike. >4
These campalgns by no means drled up the entire country81de, 25
but they did transfer the mantle of respectablllty from the {
drinker to the non—dginker ~ as at Hawkesbury where by 1842
"instead of its being.disrespectful to refuse friends invitations
to partake of this/;ell—creating poison, the blush is on the

other cheek", 56 -

Then, too, in small communities where people
knew one another by name,.wafchful eyes and raised eyebrows
operated to maximum effect to ﬁfevent backsliding. Sober
recreation, socially approved, was soon ingtitutionalised.
Tavefns closed during temperance revivals often did nét re—open.
Local gatherings shifted to the clerically approved temperance

hduses opened during the Chiniquy crusade or to temperance halls

3
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.puch as that built in Durham in 1849, specifying rental "for
Public, Private and Social Assemblies, Meetinés and .
Entertainments....upon STRICTLY TEMPERANCE PRINCIPLES". o1
Drinking lost its role as an occagion for fellowship in
temperance strongholds such as the counties of Rimouski,

Saguenay and Kamouraska which, according to official reports in

58

1849 had not a single tavern; or in the St. Clair District,

where in the 1850's 4

.  there were often open—air assemblies in
the woods. Temperance societies with
bands of music drew great crowds. Rough
boards were provided for seats, and a

° rough platform did for speeches. All the
countryside, young and old, went to themy
for most of the- people in the country

districts were rigid teetotallers. 59

This phenomenon was so widespread that witnesses before

Parliamentary enquiries.in the 1850's agreed the countryside

was prepared to accept Prohibition while the towns were not. 60

Rural sobrie¥®y contrasted with urban drinking well into the
twentieth century. 61 : _ A \

The temperance movement glso had a polltlcal 1mpact. t
built 5 strong reform coalltlon which attacked a colonial e11te
unresponsive to popular needs. The power of the movement

\

its ability to consolidate protesting groups in a sweeping

lay in

campaign for social change. Temperance of course had its
mythological aspects but since all societies function by creating
-gome mythologicel order—-be it divine right of kings, democracy,
or dictatorship of the proletariat——the movement's vast claims

only added to its strength. Unlike their American neighbours,



Canadiéns did not cast off the belief in rgpresentative
government for faith in popular Esovere:ign'lzy.'--62 Yet a _
population so-often expégéd to American ideas had difficulty
contenting itself with the slow evolution of responsible .
goverment~—as both the rebels of the 1830'9 and the
Annexationiats of the 1840's demonstrated. Temperance was a
powerful movement in the 1840's because, in addition to attacking
a genuine social problem, it proposed-a social reconstruction of
mythic proportions which appealed to the Province's most dynamic
groups-—frustrated merchants and farmers, ambitious artisans,
ardent nationalists, and a Catholic clergy rapidly growing in
power. 'ftbst:l.nence was too simple a‘solutlo% to social problems
to long retain the support of the more sophisticated, and after
mid-century urban support faded. But the quest for moral reform
remained an aﬁthentic egpression pf the simpler faith and simpler 7
clags structure of agrarian society. In a Province which.in 1851
was ninetly per'cent ruralQ_s? this had a major political iipact.
The temperance movement popularised a'concgpt of reform ﬁhich'
amalgameted religious and secular goals, and which was to. endure
throughout the ninetéenth century.

The attack on drink was a more effective expression of
sgrarien and mercantile unrest then was political radicelism.
'Thé political demand for democracy, séfe enough "ifithe ...
neighbouring stgtes, always seemed to threaten Canada's
continuing existence as a political entity. 64 Political
protesters were therefore easily and perennially digcredited_

with the charge of disloyalty. To avoid this stigma, Egerion

or
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N
Ryerson had withdraﬁn powerful Methodist support frpm the Reform
camp, an angry Upper Canadian electorate had re-affirmed 1ts
alleglance to the government party on the eve 6f the Rebellion;
and the Catholic hierarchy nad counselled Lower Canadlaqs agalnst'
revolt. Protest cloaked in republican garb had never won any
broad support; accordingly it fell with a few bangs during the
= Rebellions, later to expire with a whimper in the
Annexationist movement. Few measures were taken, however::;;)
response to popular gfievance§3 and protest re—emerged in the
catpaign for totél abstinence. By subgtituting social for
political radicalism, the ﬁovementrleapt the major roadblock to
change. It trensferred the question of reform from the
treacherous ground of loyalty yersus disloyalty to the safer and

higher place of morallty versus immorality. Clothed in *

heavenly garb, temperance reform avoided the taint of Yarkeeism.

—_The reconstructed society would simply be a model Christian

‘community. By riding the first wave of a great Catholic
revivel anq the last wave of a great Protestant one, this
unearthly republic won the temperary allegiance of about. one-
third of the colony 8 populatlon.

This religious ideal set a polltlcal process in motlon.
On;e people converted to the idea of temperance, it served %o
radicalise their position vis<3-vis the social order. Total
_abstinence was an unrealistic goal, set too high for.attainment.
But Tather than modifying their demands to sult the inclinations
~ of human nature, teetotallers soﬁght to modify the instifutions

they felt were responsible for their lack of success.

5
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Unsuccessful as a'religious movement, it became a drive for
soéial reform; unsuccessful. as a social reform ﬁovement, it
became: a demand fdr political change. It pushed each process‘ts
itsuradical extreme. As religion, temperance called for a
purified'snd relevant Christianity; as gocial reform it proposed
‘a Utopian rsconstruction of the social order; as a political .
. movement, it became a demand for democracy. >
As radical religion, temperance followed the classic

sectarian pattern. 65 It drew its converts primarily from the
lower classes, it shunned moderation, and.viewed compromise with
wordly powers as an indication of 1ack of faith; and it called
‘members to very active part1c1pat10n in the service of their
5e1iefs; It cslled trsditio;sl religious léadersﬂip into

guestion. 1Its stronéest lsaders emerged from the ranks of the
lower clergy,couniry eures such ;5 Chiniqu& and Quertier, and
itinerant preachers from the evangelical denominations and from
lay ranks. Particularly in Canada West, temperance supplied a
weapon against the state-endowed Churches which had long been

a source of popular gfievance. In both halvés of the bevinée,
the movement fired converts with the conviction that morality .
and religious faith were accessible to‘every person, that their
content was simple, practical_and a matter'of direct experience.
Indeed, " the movement calied all members to an active ministry;

but 81nce the lower classes were first to take the pledge, it

was the bottom strata of soc1ety which called for reform of a .

vice prevailing among the humble and the mighty allke. They

were able to do so because the movementi gave them the self-
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confidence characteristic of people who have absolutely no doubt
that God 'is on their side. Thé‘;eligious fanatic, perennieally, -
has a vision which blinds him to the usual codes of propriety
and good sense., Angered, he shouts forth the sins of the

mighty in'ﬁhe'margetplace; attacked, he gloéies in suffering
persecution for his faith. As radical religion, temperance
‘gave people an assertiveness to which by birth, wéalph or
profession they were not entitled.

’ L9 :

As a campaign for social reform, the movement went farther.
Having attacked- the spiritual leadérship of clerical opponents,
it went on fto challenge the social leadership of the colonial
elite. Temperance forces began the decade as "outsiders" whose-
proposals for social reform, as the Advocate agmitted in 1842,
were scorned by negrly all influential people:

Fully two-thirds of the ministers of ' ~
‘religion throughoag Canada are opposed
+++t0 the Total AMSbtinence principle.
_A large proportion of the school
teachers are...opposed....All our
governors, judges, magistrates and
1egislators, with very few ‘exceptions,
give their influence against the 66
Temperance Reformation.
Year—-after-year, however, temperance forces hammered away at
the philanthropy of the elite as inadequate and misguided.
~Charity was a superf101a1 solution to problem%.whlch could be

largely ellmlnated 1f ind1V1duals participated in’ their own
reform. If everyone took the abstinence pledge, the greater part
- of poverty and social disordér would disappear. The panic

accompanying the famine immigra%ion and French Canadian
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" emigration brougﬁt mahy influéntial péoplé into temperance
ranké{-and created widespread puh%ib'suppbrt for temperance -

' “cleims. This isolated those at the %Top of the social hierfirchy,
‘who remaiﬁeﬁ reluctant to éupport a movement which not only bore
the crude stamp of religious fanaﬁib;ém but also ﬁortrayed them
as 61d—féshione& and misanthropic.ifThey faced a large bloc of
working-class selfhhelpégé, discontented merchants, worried
nationalists aﬁd‘resgected-social'rgformers who united in
condemning the elite;fbr their opposition to temperance.

Phis was by no means the first assault on the Cénadian
"gristocracy" but it‘wés unpr%cedented in copfidancé,¢size,and
organization. When two 0ld Family Compact associates, Tiger
Dunlop end Colonel Prince, ridiculed a bill introduced in the
Legislature in,1845 %o licence temperance houses, they touched

off a fuse that cratkled all thngay across the Province:

- | \ # 3
Last night a Clergyman) got up meekly,
and without name or comment, calmly read
from & newspaper the report of speeches
delivered upon Temperance Houses, in the
Assembly by Colonel Prince and .Dr. Dunlop.
You can hardly conceive the strong effect
- of it - every man, woman and child in the
meeting, heard with utter surprise,
abhorrence, end contempt, those coarse,
selfish, misanthropic sentiments which
seem to have met the huzzas and applause
of our mis-representatives; it seemed to
all present no bad pillory for these I
gentlemen, that you (the Advocate)
recommend these speeches 1o be in like
manner read at the next Temperance
Anniversary...of every society from 67
Amherstburgh to Quebec. .

Tempersnce became overtly political when. people began to

demand government'action to promote sobriety. Again both the
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- ideology and the process were radical. 4#he concept of self-

goveinment underlay the demhnohfor 1oca1 option laws.

We (the- Advocate) recommend that the power

of: granting or refusing tavern licenses
should be left, as far as p0391b1e, in thg

hands of the people. LS

! R Y «v+.1if the matter be left open to the
healthy, constitutional action of public’
d : opinion, a regard for the public interest
N will be paramount. Upon this plan, no o
portion of the public will have it in its g
power to oppress qaother.... .

o=

In French Canada too, government reversals of tavern elosures
were rebuffed as unwarranted 1nterference with the popular will,

“thrqw%ng obstacles in the way of the good we ourselves’ wish to

-~ d0....a)wish to centralise eVerytning, and to refuse to the

d -«
people the management of the}r own local affairs", 69

While demanding greater democracy, the—movement also |
schooleds its8 members in'the-skills of citizenship. A poll
taken 1n 1844 1nd1cated that some elghty—flve per cent of
supporters were non—votere, 70 but the movement forged them

into a magsive polltlcel pressure group. Tempedlnce societies

- _ endoureged members~to take turns'épeaking for five minutes on . °
topics such as "Is War or Intempérance the Createst Evil®?" and

1%% . also on farming techniques and .subjects of general interest. .
If these seesioné produced & ri®her harvest of bad grammar
3 than of orilliant rhetoric, tﬁey were nevertheless édult;

@ w

education of the most bdsic kind. As‘it became ‘more political
L]

.in the late 1840'3, the movement polltlclsed 1ts supporters. After

-

1846, the Advocate began to qover govérhmént activities in order,,
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. the editor explained, to instruct the many temperance eupporters

'ir the backwoods ‘and 'bhe new settlements who had little

_‘awarenees of politlcal developments. 7L In-the same years, the

-

Chlnlquy crusade wae tralnlng the new French Canadian patrlote
of the bleu varlety.f Parleh assemblies demandlng reform of

license lawe became forume for political discussion--a polltlcal

.bzptlem for many rural people. Large aseemblles such as that

meeting at Berthler 1n 1849 to demand temperance reform paseed
resolutions in favour of the Rebelllon Losses Bill and abolltlon

of Seigneurial tenure as well. l'Echo des Campaggee remarked

.on the novelty of this

réunion d'homges de touws les rangs de
la sociétd, capables de peser et juger
les affaires de leur pays, sans le
secours de Jeunee citadins® quiess'imposent. .
3 quelques comtds,. comme seuls en état 72
d'entendre les affaires publiques. )

An even more siriking innovation was the participation of

~women in temperance poiitics. Sympathisers at first condoned

novelties such as parades of_temperence women through the

»

streets as simpiy a more relevant form of traditional female
charity. 13 e innova;ions were soon more than'ceremonial.;
By mld-decade ome societies reported that women were the most
active ‘members; 14 before the decade. ended they were faklng
officers' posifions 75 and forming delegations to appeal’ to

political authorltles for stricter tdvern laws. 76

These were
the embryonlc beglnnlnge of political act1v1ty which some
decades later saw temperance women--at the forefront of female

euffrage campaigns.
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This politicisation forged temperance supporfers into a‘
pressure group that was too powerful to ignore. Petitions for
Parliamentafy action to promote teﬁperance grew from a trickle
_in the early_1840's to an onslaught in the last three years of
4 ’ .
the decade. In 1850, Parliament received over ninety petitions
bearing fifty thousand signatures, of which les Mélanges_declared:
Jamais le voeu du peuple sur -aucune
question ne g'est encore manifesté d'une
manieére aussi imposante et ausei unanimne, .
car le Haut-Canada n'est pas moins
énergétique que le Bas, dans la demande

d'une réforme radicale & 1l'égard du 77
commerce des' boissons fortes. . .

Self—righteoué and solidiy united, temperance forces
wrested recognition from a reluctant gpnzky and a reluctant
Parliameht. Gentlemen “stopped openly defending dru?kénness 78
and* bowed to thefnew criteria of }espectability; thé Legislative
Committee investigating intemperaﬂce in 1849 noted that

of late, among the educated and elevated

classes, intoxication has been so much

discountenanced as to be very rare; and .79

drunkenness is not now a-gentlemanly vice.
" Unlike 'his ﬁredecessors, Governor General Elgin catered to
popular demands by publidly abstaining and by curtailing the
flow of wine at government banguets. 80 par iament, wh;le'
numfgring few temperance supporters in its rzzis, also.found it
exﬁedient to respond to the mass petition campaign. .Between
1849 and 1851 they passed a series of laws making more stringent
requirements for tavernkeeping, even holding tavernkeepers

liable for accidents involving people who had become drunk in
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81

their establishments, The law met demands for local control

\
of taverns by removing licensing power from provincial
authorities and placing it in the hands of the senior magistrate,
churchwarden and militia captein in the parishes of Canada Eaét,

82 Thus

and of-town and townéhip councils in Cansda West.
the temperance movement won legal recognition for popular
demands géasrated outside the party system.

The lasting heritage of temperance agifation was the
consolidation of rural support for reform. The temperance
campaign forged a reform platform consistent with rural values,
as opposed to those generated by political parties which——evén
with the attainment of responsible gavernment in 1848--continued
to be dominated by metropoli%én interests. 83 'In;egrating
religious and secular values, the concept of moral reform
éupplied a standard fa} aﬁcepting or rejecting ideas of progress
generated in the cities. The temperance movement articulated,
and won massive fural support for, the idea that government
must be guided by moral laws which were higher than political
interests. Temperance supporters.were the first impdrtant
group of reformers to identify - | |

- the happiness and prosperity of a country
to be much more dependent upon the
temperance, intelligence and morelity of
the people, than.-upon the success of any
political party, and therefore...these -
interests should be consulted in all

cases, in preference to political 84
predilections.

The& saw their sucébés, in changing law*gﬂd custom, as the

clear triumph (as Judge Mondelet wrote) of "the superior
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power. .. (of) public virtue, publlo opinion and publlqjenergy"
winnlng for the first tlme the approval of "the largest

portion of the communi ty". 85,

The evahgelioal era of temperance in the"Provin;e of
Canada thus had three important effects. By challenglng
tradltlonal beliefs and attltudes about aloohol, it led
towards more moderate drinking. By inspiring a 1arge segment
of <he populatlon with a vislon of profound social change, it
.forged a brecad ooalltlon«for reform. Finally, in rural_
districts this coalition continued long after the 1840's to

provide a counterweigﬁt to secular, métropoli%an ideas of
» Progress. 1Its adherents no longer conceived of society's
éoals primarily in economic or political terms. With- the .
temperance movement, social change_ had come o mean
transforming Both the inner and the outer man. Many no
onger oaw reform in terms of making gociety more democratic,
more educated or more'prosperoqs. oThe temperance movement

built a large end well-orgenised following committed to

various strategies for advancing morality.

/)
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» CHAPTER VI NOTES

1 ’ .

. _This assumes 400,000 Catholic teetotallers and over
100,000 Protestant ones. The figure is based on Archbishop
Signay's reference to 400,000 Catholic teetotallers in 1850
(cf. chapter V, note 64) and on R.D. Wadeworth's estimate in
1844  of 150,000 teetotallers (cf. chapter III, note 101),
of whom three-quarters (or 112,000) subscribed to the
Montreal Society pledge. ©Since Catholic societies had a
glightly different pledge, the vast majority of these
112,000 would have been Protestant--i.e., distinct from the
400,000 Catholics. 500,000 is a conservative ¢stimate since
the movement continued to win new Protestant adherentis after
1844, At any rate, 500,000 pledgetakers represent about one-
helf of the 1841 population and one-quarter of the 1851 = -
population. - : "

. 2 i _

Ouellet, Histoire économique et sociale’ du Quebec
1760-1850, op.cit., t. 2, Dp. 7. The sharper drop 1n
apirite can be attributed to "igderation“ pledges which
permitted wine and cider but forbade spirits; Catholic

gocieties in the early 1840's commonly adopted this pledge.
TImports at Montreal and Quebec can be itaken as representative
of general import trends, for the vast majority of liquor
jimported into the Province of Canada entered throwdh these
ports: for example, they accounted for over 90% of dutiable

liguor in 1843 {(JLAC 1846, Appx.GG) and 88% in 1847. Cf.
JLAC 1849, Appx.XX.

Ouellet, Histoire économigue et sociale...,-Op.cit.,
‘b.'%, Pe 492. ’

.Before this time stills were taxed according to their
size, with no account teken of how often they actually
produced per annum. Cf. M. Denison, The Barley and the

Stream: The Molson Story, Toronto, 1955, p. 197.

5 e , S
_ Tbid., pp. 119, 180-186; W.F. Rannie, Canadian Whiskey:
The Product and the Industry, Lincoln, Ontario, 1976, pp.
31-320

6
Hildebrand, Débuts..., op.cit., p. 16; Census of ‘Canada
1870"‘71’ Ve 4, PP. 153’ 218: ‘ ’ ’ . . ’

7 -
Ibid., pp. 140, 198.
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8 o , ' .
CTA (Douglastown), 1 November 1842,

CTA (Quebec City), November 1841.

10 . -
. CTA {Quebec City), June 1841,
W

11 : S
Wadsworth, op.cit., pp. 15, 23.
12 .
craA, 1 Septef%er 1842,

13
CTA, 1 October 1842,

14

‘ CTA (Convention report), August 1841; (Stanstead),
November 1841; (Maryville), 1 June 1842; (Port Hope), 15 July
1842; (Stanbridge East), 15 July 1842; EPeterboroughS 15 July
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VI® THE CLOSE OF THE EVANGELICAL ERA = |~ __—

’ . . e ¢

~ Shortly after mid~century the quest for moral reform t00k.
very different foi‘u{B in Fréench and English Canada. With the
establishment of éatholid.uatiqhaliam in French Canada, the use
of politice as an ingtrument for sﬁépiné a moral éociety emerged
aéfaccepted'doctrine. It became part of d}}lcial ideology ‘
supported by polltlclans, prlests and people allke. 1 Wary of
modern values, atlonal apokesmen glorlfled temperance and-
other "rural" v1rtues. Thus enshrlned temperance lost its
role as a protest movement and bgcame a conseguatlve force. -
In English Canada on the other/ﬁgﬁd, the moral values 'of rural
society won no-comparabie rec0gnition. Agrarian societyl
;yemained in a state of tension with "official” or metropolltan
culture, and the tempenance movement continued to generate
crltic%sm of the social and politlcal order.

| _ Th:,s ,‘tliiverg'ence-révealéd itself clearly in the.evolution._
of the temperance movement after midg-century. In thel1840's ’&%;
social and religious rdformers across the Province had worked
for the bommon gdals of voluntary abstinegcg,and communi ty
control of taverms. Soon disappointed wijh'the results,
temperance iéaders”began to look back at the era of evangelisnm
as a time of dreams. ~$hey;pad ind' criminately preached
temperdnce as all things to ali men. The warmth of the public
response had blinded them to the fact that many who were
attracdted by pasgionate words and” glowing visions were at best

weak®willed and at worst insincere. They adopted new

strategies based on less optimistic assumptions about humun

[
N
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nature. Turnlng awgy from the attempt to convert the masses,.
they began to concentrate on consolldating a” co;e group of
committed teetotallers. Henceforward they wouI&fﬁely less on
inspiration'and mpre on organisation.: Everywhere this meant
'channelllng the movement along narrower llnea. In French Canada
abstinente was downplayed as a path to national glory and;%as
1ncrea31ng1y presented as a form oﬂ‘rellglous ascetlc;am.-
English Canadian supporters took %fferent but perhaps even
\mor;Laombre path by'iaunching a campadén for frohibition, |
hoping coercion would succaed wnere conversion had f;iled.

The main groups which- channelled‘the tem!erance movement
away from mass evangelism were ‘the Société de la Croix and the s
Sons of ?emperance. Both of’these‘Q{ganisat}ons had- appeared in
‘the 1840's, but in that decade they were overshadowed by the
popularity of'tegperance_avangeliata such as Forbin-Janson and
Chln;:ny, Wadawortn and Bungay. Alexls Mailloux had been able
to persuade a great many people in the Quebeé dioceae to take '
the total abetinence pledge of Zhe Soclete de 1a Croix at the
. time of the Chiniquy campaign, but his’ campazgn, emph39121ng
'temperance as religloua virtue rather than patriotic duty,
simply had not el 1ted the mass enthusiasm which Chiniquy
aroused. Aware of this fact, Mgr. Bourget continued to present

! - :
i 1otlam after Ch1n1quy B departure. 2 The

temperance aa“-
laadera of the Montreal‘eu*ggrance Soc1ety also attempted to

keep the old temperanca qvangelism allﬂf they resented the .
;tendency .of fraternalJtemperance organiaatlona to reducqh ar

‘apocalyptic viaibn{to ingafpnce schemea and conviviallty.. But

¢ ‘ .
. - b ~
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by 1849: when the Sons of Temjerance'were'exﬁending repidly,
the Montreal Society was paralyeed by debt and wae forced to

sell the Advocate. When the paper flnally folded in 1854,

- leadership of the tempe;ance movement shifted declelvely to the

. Sons of Temperance,aﬂhb dleeemlnated information through two

new temperance aouigele published in Torontot 3 In that same .
year, Mgr. Bourget too, finally gave up the attempt to

rekindle Chlniquy-etyle evangelism. In a joint Mandement with

~.all the Catholic bishops of Canade, he declared that the Societé"

de la Cr01x had over the years proved more effectlve than any
~other means of combatting intemperance -and ehould be established
in Catholic parlehee throughout Canada. 4 The coneolldation of

temperance'leadership in the hands of the Sons of Temperance .

1
and the Société de 1a Croix in 1854 brought the era’ of

temperance evangeliem to a close.

Theee-new organleatlons which vaulred leddership of. the

. 1gmovement in 1554'eetabliehed etyleejgf temperante campaigning
b w

.

hich were to endure for a century. _Both\groupe reacted* to the

. -
_too-transient "conversions" of the 1840's in similar ways.

“@hey set up officers whose effectiveness. depended not on
chariens But on fulfilment of clearly defined functions. They
oarefully ecreened prospective membereiand prov1ded for

immediate eXpuleion of offendere. Both eought to sustain the

'teetotaller in his repolvee by having him attend frequent

meetinge, perform regular rituala, and eube%ribe to ineprance
hgneﬂits\which he wonld loee if ~he broke the pledge. Irideed;

both organleatione developed a cradld—to-graVe enpport syetem
< ‘ r
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which provided temperance indpctrindtion for the young,

for the ill,_and special

— fuﬁeral rites to see teetotallers safely gff'to the neit ﬂ?rld.-

‘Both groups found their strongest support in the countryside. 5‘

They_differed, however, in one important respect. The Société
de la Croix was‘reliéious in ideology, organisa%ion and
stfategy, while the Sons of Temperance were entirely secular.
- The Soclé%e de la Croix represented the triumph of
purltanical Cathollc thought over the evangellcal soc1a1
Cathollclem of Chlnlquy s day. Alexis Mailloux, who was the
chief theorist and propagator of the Société de 1a Croix for
some twenty—flve years, dlrected temperance sentlment away

" from the goal of tching the materlal success of English

Ganadlgns towards older Catholic tradition of Jansenlem--a

philosophy which gained a strong iﬁfluence among the clergy in

nineteeﬁth'centuny French Canada. 6 Mailloux was deeply.imbued

with the Jansenist fear of God and abhorrence of worldly
van%tiesJ The ideal of rigid self—denial permeated all hie_
coneerhe, which included not only temperance but colonisation,
8 é;n child~rearing practices, and frugalify in dress., ? In
egonomic thought Mailloux and his Jensenist colleagues were

. a;Eadian. They rejeeted Chiniquy's call for dyﬁamic

competition with the British and the developpent of native,

LY

industries. They concentrated on agricul'turalisme, a nard

and humble 1iving by "tihe sweat of one's brow", in the

traditional toiling of the soil. E' e

P
.

If‘Chinlquy nationalism was Catholiciam at the barrlcades,
. N

. %

.
. » . L -
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Mailloux's programme represented Catholicism in sackcloth., *

Members of the Société de la Croix were to pledge themseives,
for* all time, to a penitential way of life asnd make this

commitment clear by hanging a very iarge, three~foot black

8

‘cross on a prominent wall in their homes. ~  The famiiy recited-

* daily temperance prayers b'eforg this cross. They placi‘t{it

atop the casket of the head of household when he died.” If

the man's son was deemed worthy, he received the cross from the
curé at the funeral and carried it home to perpetuate the

family's commitment %o total abstinence. E _Peoplefvho lived

+

in the séadéw of this cross had a very narrow spliere: of
legitima'te pleasures. They renounced not: o 1y alcohol but

au luxe et la .vafjté...2 1l'attachement

desordonné aux biens de ce monde...a

tout espéce de sensualité et de

‘gourmandise, n'allodant & mon corps que , L.
ce qui lui’ est nécessaire le .
souten#r dansg le travail auguel Dieu
1'a contdamné en punition de sa révolte 10 :
dans Adam. . - -

|

. _' ' '
This was refonﬁ seen -through a Jansenist, lens which blocked

out any of the materiasl advantages sobriety‘ﬁnd industry might

bring. The general view towards the. "progress" of the g0

nineteenth century was profound suspicion. Indeeqythé/éocié¥é
-

- promised members it would be their refuge S,J/

L]

au. milieu d'un sidele de révolutions, ’
d'insubordination, d‘orgueil, de luxe, ' '
d'irréligion, de passions desordonnées .

pour les plaisirs, les joies et le 11

bien-8tre terresires.

)
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The Société de la Croix also stressed submission to duly

constltuted authority. Its structure relnforced the patrlarchal

-

authorlty of the priest and the nater4§§p111as. Leadership was

in thgfhaﬁds of the curé, who arranged moﬂthl& temperance masses
and annual temperance retreats for members and arbitrated

questions of admission and expulsion. 12 Women and-children

were not allowed individually to join the Sociétd, but if the

father jdineg‘the whole family was automatically enrolled. 13

Chiniquy had preached a militant temperg;ce nationalism, }/

moblllslng parlsh assemblies to petltlon Parliament -and - : x

par#101pat1ng personally in the draftlng df\{sglslatloh, 14
Mailloux spegifically cPunselléd his followers ageinst militance.

He preached the‘virtue of turning the other cheek to. opponents

and praying daily for their convérsion, Members were to endure

-

"avec patience et sans murmure, les ‘affronts et les railleries

qu'on se permet A sen égard; 15 they were to.

aimer ses gnnemis et leur donner des-
marques de son amour en leur faiaant
du bien...@tre soumis et obéissant & -
ceux qui lui' tiennent ici-bas la place B
de Dieu, comme, son pére et sa mére, — -
-e son. pasteur, son confesseur...eétre *
* soumis aux-ldis, aux magistrats et & .
1'autorité civile dans les choses qui 16
sont de leur ressort.

: ' A
Thus, under the Société de la Croix temperance lost its

role as a dynamic sécial movement. The Chiniquy crusade

' undermined the appeal of temperance by its very a§§3eas.
" Achievementi of prohlbltion provides the aurest« ttal of .

fh
the more Utopian aaaects of temperance doctrine. and even_ -
- .
& . L

~d .
- . N - . . . - .
- ., Al
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extravagent beliefs about the power of total abstinence, and~
does_ huch to explain French Canada's 'absenteeism from the
Prohibition campeigne that reged in English Canade for the
follow1ng seven decadee. This absenteeism was as much a
clerical decijion as = popolar one: . The clergy continued to
promote'femper ce, but they relegated-it to & minor roleé in -
the broader sociel programme of agriculturalisme which was the

S cerdinal point of\ clerigal netlonaliem for muc? of the
\

\
nineteenth centurgéxgbeepite its sombre and_oOneervative tone,
the Sociétd de 1a

roix was the naturel'proauct-of Chiniquy's

b

_#’success. Chiniquy had done much to promote the clergy as

“:, . Iy

helmsmen of the nationkl destiny. He had proposed the ¥

marriage, or rather, ménage & trois, of religion, nationalism

anotthé work ethic. During the latter half of the nineteenth

century an increasingly n erone and influential clergy

' preeided over this union. e to their celling they

subordinated material to epir tual values. Trained. to save .

k: e -

eoule, they were unimeginative n the economic realm and

. ceutious 1n the political oné. Thrust 1nto a p051t10n of L
national leaderehip, the’ clergy promoted eobriety and 1nduetry -

not onlj\pe paths to morality but as economic and social policy '

——-hoping they would stem the flow of rural eoc1ety toward
urbanisation and emig on. They continued to exhort agail
-
luxury end intemperance while directing increqeingly active

-." "'v - . : . e
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efforts (and indeed, another "crusade" modelled® on that of
Chiniquy) towards colonisation of the rocky terrain of the
Canadian shleld. -

3
The Sons of Temperance, the group whlch ‘became the leading

temperance group in English Canada after mld-centnry,

contrasted sharply with the Sociétd de la Croix. While the

Socidté establlshed Esmperance as a religious movement 0

\maintain a pious agricultural populaetion, the Sons forged it

into a secular movement‘committed‘to social change and political
"action. The secular direction of the movement in English
Canada reflected the anticlericalism the't had emerged in the
campaigns in the 1840'3. In® Protestant communities the movement.
had succeeded pre01se1y tﬁfreaectlng any partlcular religlous
affiliation. 1'Ta’k:treover, clergymen had e}ten undermlned‘their

- Y stature by opposing what many 1aymen saw as., the most relevant
rellgious reform cf moae;n_tlmes. For many, temperance

"+ reformers effecti%ely supplantéd’clergymen as promotersnof
the community's moral welfare. The secular temperance -

- brdtherncods did hof entirely reject clefical supporters.
Sympathetlc clergymen 301ned temperance brotherhoods and
sometlmes rose to 1eadership ranks; - otherswere hired by tﬁg\ ;.

-," brotherhoods as 1ecturers-. 17 But were there,.as 1t

- were;- on suffrance, acceptable b;:;jzz¥1hey subordlnated
,denomlnational varlaflons to temperance orthodoxy. The '_
" decllne in cler1ca1 influence was also a matter of flnanclng

and organlsatlon. Well—funded by membershlp dues, ‘the
temperance brotherhoods could afford salaried off1c1als and

<
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no ionger had to rely-on clerical volunteers. The BVangeiical
churéﬁes continued in this more structured situation to support
the teagerance movement, but publi& campaigning and parliamentaryee
lobbying increasingly passed into fne hands of the more single- .
minded temperance brotherhoods. Declining clerical leadership
'in the campaign for moral reform meant that this campaign
became lay property, or at least public property. Thfg‘opened
~“the path for futf¥re "social gospellers", who would arise
primarlly from 1ay ranks. . i .
The Sons also contrasted sharply with the Sociét€ de la
Croix in Ytheir stress in 1nd1v1dua1 activism. They summoned
members, both male and female,_to social and political action.
Cell groups of teetotallers were to be tae vanguard bf a new
sbciai order. In 1854 the Sons .of Temperance of Canada West
voted to amalgamate meetinigs of vthe Sons and Daughters of
Temperance, declaring that: ‘ o *
The great object of this Association is %o
protect the lives apd morals of the people
of our country, and to effect this grand
object...thig Division should endeavour to
form our subordinate Divisions into social
circles on-a large sca}g, to teach what 18
each'family-s§ou}d be in miniature.
Oleatlng iﬁls new 8001ety also 1nvolved .political action.-
The Sons .immediately formed well-organised 1obby for€§§§ingent
llquor laws.- The Grand DlgiaLon of Canada West for example,
voted funds in 1850 for one of its offlcers to v1slt the State . -
of Wlsconsin to study the effect of that State 8 restrlctlve

11quor 1aws and prepare a brief for the Canadian Parllament. 13 R
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In the same year all higher ranking members of the Order were
asked to call on their MP's to seek their sppport for
temperance leglelatlon. 20 ppe American Sons of
Temperance declared. support for Prohibition in 1849, and in
the early 1850's the Canadian Sons adopted the same course. 21
Thus, as the eVangelical era closed, the temperance
movement assumed very different posltioes.vis-ﬁrvis the etate
in French apd English Canada. In French Canada the mowement(i\
took on a humble role as one of many church societies under
the curéd's leadership with ambitions directed primarily
towards the.other world. -Though some priests did support
Prohi ition, state intervention was not generally seen as
desirable in an area that fell essentially w1th1n the curé's
sphere of 1nfluence. The whole issue was gradually removed
from the political realm. Though French Canadians had
,.massively‘gﬁpported the 1OCal optépn campaign in the 1840's,
petitlons from Canada East diminished in the next decade., A
Leglslatlve Committee to discuss Prohibition in 1856 reported
that ﬁeeplte strong temperance sentiment in French'Canada,
fewer than 14,000 p le from Ceneda East had petitioned
for Prohibition i. eo;t ast to 88 945 petitionera from
Canada West. 22 Other secular temperance brotherhoods =
51m11ar to the Sons soon appeared in Canada West, and by
1860 eighty per cent of all peétitioners for Prohlbltlon ‘
were members of these brotherhoods. 23 Tpe Prohibition
campalgn raged. . futllely for many decadee. A "classic study
in the frustrations of party govarnmant“ 24 14 continugd ‘

- . .
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‘) breed dlsaffectlon with the establ:.shed order a.nd to

serve ‘as & tra:.ning school for social reformers.

Eventually, ;emperance forces would ma.ke 1m;,)'ortant forays
into the area of urban reforgl’, health and labour legislation,
and female suffrage. 2> Wh:i.le" ‘agrarian ideals in French |
Canada preached avoidance of cities, temperance fc;rcés in
English Canada would mgke attempts .to 'revivify their

waste places'. 26 o

*
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CHAPTER VII NOTES

1 ; , : . ¥ -

Recent studies of post—Confederation Quebec such as
M.Hamelin's. Les premieres années du parlementarisme _
(Québec, 1974;.and W.F.Ryan's The Clergy and the Economic
Growth of Quebec (Quebec, 1966) somewhat revise the o
traditional view of Quebec ag a 'priest-ridden society’ £
warring against progress; and the pre—Confederation period, -
too, finds such figures as the temperance preacher Father
Edouard Quertier heading a parish assembly to petition the
guthorites for railway development, cf. Le Canadien, 16 mars
1849, . Neither the-clergy nor laity were immune to railway
fever or, as Ryan has .documented for the late nineteenth
century, to the advantages of local industrial development. :
The view of agriculturalisme as an official ideology which- N
is presented in this chapter is based on M.Brunet's statement
that all the principal:- leaders of society, both clerical and
lay supported this policy-—in contrast to England, English
Canada and the U.S., where defenders of agrarian ideals .
constituted a minority.- Cf. M.Brunet, La Presence Anglaise’ -
et les Canadiens, Montreel, 1958, pp. 120, 124. While some
clergymen may have favoured industrialism and while
politicians' support of clerical values no *doubt at . times
involved 1lip service rather than deep convicti®p, the
.contention here is that the Ultramontane and agrarian
ideologies were sufficiently powerful and pervasive in
Quebec in the second half of the nineteenth century to be
congsidered "offiecial"—-which is not to imply that they were .
unanimously held. ' ' '

Bourget founded the Annalas de la Tempérance in 1853
to promote the movement. " The first issue declared that the
sole interest of the enterprise was "Le bien du peuple et la

g%oire de la patrie...." Annales de la Tempérance, janvier
1 54. '." \ ' "

.. Z} | R
3 . i . \ " . .

Sons of Temperance, ILhe Pioneer Abstinence Order of
North America, 1842-1942, p. 193. ' \ '

4

Bourget, ﬁandements,'Lettres; Vol. II., p. 460,

5 S C :
Gf. notes 60 and 61-0f Ch.6.Cf. aldo A.Mailloux, -
Egsai sur le luxe et la vanité (1867), which credits the
success 0f temperance %o "les hommes qui €taient & la t€te
de notre population Catholique de nos campagnes", 'p. 133.
' @

6 ’ hae '
DCB, Vol. X, p. 489.

n
!
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7 -
Ibid., p. 489. . -
, 4 . |
A.Mailloux, La Croix presentée sux membres de Ja
Socidté de Tempérance, Quebec, 1850, ppe 93-94. - .
3 . -
Ibid‘-’ pp. 84"'85.
10 . s b ./ Vd .
,A.Mailloux, La Société de Tem drance dite Societe de
1la Croix, Quebec, 1343, PPe 23 . )
11 : o , ' ' | |
A.Mailloux, la CroiX..., opecitey P. 56.
12 I 'd N
A Mailloux, La Société de Temperance..., op.cite, p. 7o
13 3 | T
Ibid., p' 50 1
14

Prudel, op.cit.y pp. 109-111.

15

" A.Mailloux, La CroiX.se, op.cit., ps 60«

16 S |
Ibid.t ’ ppo 61"62.

1’[ . ) ‘ .‘ .
"Bou£ass, op.cit., p. 234. Reverend J.E.Ryerson was~
elected head of the Sons of Canada West in 1853. Sons of

Temperance, Proceedings of the Grand Division, May 1854, p. 37. - -

18 .
., Ivid., p. 25

13 ' :
Sons of -Temperance, Proceedings of the- Grand Division,

20 . :
.;[_-b_j-_d_., P. 510 . . . - A
o o - ‘ K \

21 -i o - . . )
_G.Decarie, The Prohibition Movement in Ontario, p. 8.
. The Sons of Canada Wegt were a particularly dynamic branch

. of the Order, providing in Edward Carswell theizést popular

]

" orator in Sons' lodges throughout North.Americd; Canadian,
. Sons of Temperance were-also.responeible for spreading the
Order. to England. Decarie, op.eite, P. 9. :

t 1
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JLAC (1856), Vol. 15, no. 6, appx.62.
, -

1

23 - o '

24 ‘ o

Decarie,- The Prohibition Movemént in Ontario, p. 38.
Temperance forces saw “Partyism" as a major stumbiing block-

" in their quest for Prohibition, Mrs.S.G.E.McKee, Jubilee
Higtory of the Ontario Woman's Christian Temperanct Union,
Whitby, Ontario, 1927, p. 28.° : ' : 4

.25 . . - .

Prohibition forces were among the leading Social
Gospellers, cf. Decarie, The Prohibition Movement in Ontario,
pp. 241-242.-. The Social Gospellers sought in the 1890's to
reconstruct\the urban environment. Cf. Richard Allen, "The
Social Gospel and the Refoérm Tradition in Canada, 1890-1928",
CHR, 1968, p. 387ff. For a fuller discussion of the varied
reform activities of Social Gospellers, cf. Allen's The
Socigl Passion, Torontec, University of Toronto Press, 1973.

The Women's Christian Temperdnce Union pressed for '
appointment of factory and shop inspectors for institutions
employing women, more sanitary food préparation and a number

wf other reforms. Cf. McKee, Op.cit., Reports of the 1892 and
1893 Conventions. For involvement of temperance forces in *
the campaign for female suffrage, c¢f. MocKee, op.cit., pp. 19,

.28, 42-43, and .Catherine Cleverdon, The .Woman Suffrage
Movement in Canada, Toronto, 1974, pp. 25—35. :
26 | |

~This phrasé is borrowed from a speech made by Malcolm
Cameron in 1866. Cf. Bourass, p. 310. ' | '
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