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The political history of Canada is the
barefaced record of a series of events with-
out question as to why such events occurred.
But if we have regard for the spiritual and
soclal aspect and ask: What was it that
brought about Responsible government in the
various provinces? What made it possible to
bring about a union of the separate provin-
ces in Confederation? we must answer that
the people in the British Worth American
Provinces werec gradually coming to see them-
selves, their country and their institutions
from a national point of view, and were
gradually expressing, with more and more
conscions fervour and power both in poetry
and prose, their growing interest and love

of Canada and the Canadian viewpoint.

In the following pagee I have endeavoured

to0 summarize s briefly as possible the politi-

cal events of British North America from the
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Treaty of Paris in 1763 to Confederation 1867.
From here I have presented a study of those
Canadian born writers who have had a definite
influence on Canadian Literature and attempted
to show that the national spirit in politics
was coinecident with and largely a result of
the growth of the national sentiment amongst
our netive-born writers.

I must apologize for failure to evaluate
French Canadian literature for any attempt on
my part to do so would be of necessity, of a
second hand nature. Undoubtedly a work of
this kind will suffer irreparably by the ne-
gleet of such a body of literature as has been
written in French. But to avoid any misunder-
standing I wish the reader to remember that I
have not considered Canadian native literature
in general but simply English Canadian litera-

turs.
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An American author once said in one of his
early books, writing at Niagara and gaﬁing
northward, "I look across the cataract to a
country without a history.” History. <hat
country of the New Torld can unroll such a
pageant of valorcus deeds and notable achie-
vements. In what country can we read of
such fortitude and resolution as in the story
of our ancestors subduing the mighty rivers,
impenetrable forests and fierce savages.

From the shores of the 3t. Lawrence went
forth the men who opened the continent to
its inmost heart; before the English st~
tlers had crossed the Alleghanies. The
streets of Montreal have been thronged
with painted warriors from the far west,
from the north and the south; mingling
with boisterous voyageurs, with the white
coated soldiers of the French king, and

with the searlet uniforms of the British
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Crown. For 'lontreal has been since earliest
times the vortex of our national life; the
bottleneck through which passed the beads
and blankets and the untold wealth of furs.

But the early story of old Quebeg is
more than a tale of struggle ageinst naturQ
and savages; it is an epic of man's inhuma=-
nity to man; of two civilized nations warring
t0 the death and being preyed upon by a com-
mon foe, the Indians.

The conquest of Cannda and the Scace of
Paris made the French Canadians subjeets of
the British Xing and fellow subjects with
those wholly dissimilar British colonists,
who had no instincet or tradition of whole~
hearted obedience, and a few of whon, genera-
1ly bad specimens of thelir kind, found thelr
way into Canada. A most difficult situation
was created for the British Government. That

Government wished to treat its new subjects
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with the fullest consideration, to respect
their religlon and their customs. At the
same time the British ministers wished to
extend to the French Canadians British laws
and institutions within reason because those
lnaws and institutions embodied, so it was
assumed, better conditions of life than the
Canadians had hitherto known, and becausc it
wae desired to convert the Canadians gradu-
ally into British ecitizens. ¥Wurther, 1t was
degired, so far as possible while concilim-
ting the French Canadisns, not to run counter
to the wishee of the neighbouring oritish
colonies, and also if possible to meet the
wishes of the small but noisy British minor-
ity in Canada, and to make Canada an attract-
ive field for British settlers. The only

possible result then was a memsure of

compromise.
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Canada under the Sfritish began with military
rule and flourished with military rule. The Cana-
dians had been accustomed to it or something
closely akin to it. French Colonization was born
of the State, it was reared by the State, it was
controlled by the Statc. Its essence was feuda-
lism, imported from the old world to the new,
but was not as in the old world a growth but a
ereation of the Crown. In New France the author-
ity of the Church and Crown was absolute. The
habitants had been brought up under authority
and had inherited discipline. Military men,
therefore, who had known discipline themselves,
and who were by reason of their calling, King's
men, who moreover, had learnt to respect the
bravery of the French Canadians, sympathized
with them more and understood them better than
did civilians, and far better than well meaning

ministers in far off ¥ngland.
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Although civil government was established
by the proclamation of 1763, soldier governors
were continued. James Murray, the first gover-
nor, and Sir Guy Carleton, were both in sympa-
thy with the Canadians, and Carleton urged as
little interference as possible with their
laws and customs, and the importance of employ-
ing the Canadian seignors in the King's service,
thereby giving the personal link they had known
under the old regime. The absence of this re-
cognition left the Canadian noblesse half-
hearted in their new allegiance. The
introduction of English law and institutions
led to a general uneasiness. The habitants
found the bonds of diseipline relaxed and
began to forget obedience. The noisy British
minority clamoured for an Assembly, on the
model of the adjoining colonies and they made
the French peasantry familisr with all the

elaptrap expressions of colonial democracy.
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It was in this state of general unrest that Car-~
leton guided the Quebec Act through the British
Parliement in 1774,

Unfortunately the Act which was passed to
alleviate the evils in Canada, gave great offence
to the o0ld colonies, already on the eve of revolt,
mainly because it included the Western territor-
les within the Province of Quebec. those lands
which the New England colonies looked upon as
their own sphere of expansion; nor did it satis-~
fy the British minority as it made no provision
for an elected assembly. But the Canadians on
the other hand regarded it with great satis-
faction; it safeguarded their religion and gave
them their own laws in civil matters. The Act
created a Leglslative council but not on an
elective basis.

The passing of the Quebec Act was followed
almost immediately by the American War of Inde-

pendence. In the war the Canadians on the whole
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were neutral. they were a recently conquered
people with no great reason to love their
congquerors, and they were invited and urged
to rise for freedom and imaginary privileges
which tﬁey did not understand. On the other
hand, they liked their soldier governors;
some of them at least, recognized the kindly
dealing of the quebec Act. But if they had
no great love for the 7nglish overseas, they
had certainly less reason to love those of
the adjoining colonies. The better class
still retained scme sentiment for a King
and these generally fought against their re-
volting neighbourse. The majority however
remained neutral.

The result of the war was that Canada
remained within the British Empire with far
greater relative importance now that the

other colonies had broken aways and that
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the Loyalist emmigration from the United States
led to the creation of two new provinces, New
Brunswick which was the mainland of Nova Scotia,
and Upper Canada the hinterland of Quebec.
These Loyalists brought with them intense hat-
red for the newly formed United States, intense
loyalty to Britain but strong traditions and
instincts of colonial self-govermment. Their
coming to Quebec created a new set of condi-
tions. The British population of Canada was
now no longer an insignificant minority, but

a strong body of substantial citizens whose
political training had been wholly different
from that of the Canadians. They settled
mainly in a part of the province which the
¥French had not colonized; and this fact made

it possible, and, it was thought, desirable,

to divide the province and give to either

part a separate administration. After care-

ful attention was given to all the facts
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of the case this course was taken, and by the
Constitutional Act of 1791, the Province of
Quebec was divided into Upper and Lower Cana-
da, each province to have a constitution of
its own, but neither province being given full
control of its revenues or of its executive
officers. Thus it was hoped that by dividing
the o0ld province friction would be avoided and
that French Canada, being side by side with a
British Province, and enjoying the same insti-
tutions, would gradually become assimilated
without jealousy or ill-will.

Did the Act achieve the ends for which
it was passed? This is very doubtful. Unfor-
tunately, at almost any time between 1783 and
1867 the arguments for having one Canada or
two Canadas left little to choose between
them. But it may be concluded that from 1791
onward until Lord Durham's time, there were

two Canadas, one mainly French, the other
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mainly English, each province enjoying repre-
sentative institutions without responsible
government, and the Legislatures consisting
in either case of a nominated Legislative
Council and an elected Assembly. There were
thus abundant opportunities for discords be-
tween the two governors; between the provinces
as Upper (Canada was now an inland colony depen-
dent upon its sister province in the matter of
customs duties; between the races and religions
wherever French and English came in contact;
finally between the two branches of the legis-
lature-~the Council as representing the Crown
and the Assembly as representatives of the
people. Finally it may be said that the his-
tory of the two provinces from 1791 till the
Act of Union, is a story of friction of the

last named kind, coloured by racial and reli-

gious animosities.
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Although practically all our time so far
has been devoted to the troubles in the Cana-
das, Constitutional evils were not unknown in
the Maritimes. But the story is not such a
stormy one because of the homogeneous nature
of the population-~there were no racial or
religious differences. The fight here was a
straight constitutional issue. But the strug-
gle for responsible government in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick was virtually one with that
in Canada.

An Assembly was first granted Nova Scotia
in 1758. At this time the sparsely populated
province was really an economic part of the
New England colonies. The province was con-
trolled by a governor and the history of Nova
Scotia's relations with the British Colonial
Office is remarkable during this period for

its sbsence of discord. But the American
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Revolution with its resulting influx of Loyal-
ists to Nove Seotia created new political con-
ditions as it did in Canada. The Loyalists,
educated as they were in Colonial self-govern-
ment were soon dissatisfied with the o0ld type
of government. Dissatisfaction came to a head
after the War of 1818 against the Family Com-
pact--that group intc whose hands power had,
been concentrated during the war of defence.
The fight for Responsible government
really begins in 1835 when Joseph Howe
attacked the Family Compact in his paper
the "Nova Scotian®. As a result of his legal
victory in this memorable fight, he was elect-
ed to the Assembly and was soon the recognized
leader of the Reform movement. But it was not
till after the adoption of Lord Durham's re-
port that the battle for free government was
really fought. New Brunswick had, since its
beginning, always been strongly Loyalist and



(15)

Sir John Harvey, the Governor, attempted to in-
troduce the principle of Lord John Russell's
despateh of October 16, 1839 into the government
of his province. But strange to say, the New
Brunswick Assembly, by a small majority, refused
to accept the principle, not valuing the freedom
offered it.

In Nova Scotia, on the other hand, the Gov-
ernor suppressed Russell's despatch, and made no
allusion to its having been received. In 1840,
in the Nova Scotia Assembly, Howe introduced
four resolutions asserting the doctrine of res-
ponsible government, and declaring want of con-
fidence in the existing RExecutive Council. The
resolutions were adoptled.

Repregentations were made to the Governor
but his obstinacy led to his recall by Russell
in 1840. The next few years are a story of
fierce personal contests between Howe and the

new Governor, but with the appointment of Earl
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Grey as Colonial Secretary, victory was at last
in sight. 1In 1846 Grey sent a despatch to Gover-
nor Harvey telling him to put Responsible govern-
ment into effect at the earliest possible moment.
In the election of 1848 the Reform Party was vic-
torious and Uniacke was elected the first premier
of a British Responsible Goverrment overseas.

In the meantime in Canada, in conformance
with Lord Durhem's Report completed in 1839, the
Imperial Parliament passed the Act of Union in
the following year uniting Upper and Lower Canada
into one province under one legislature. It was
indeed most fortunate that suech a man as Lord
Sydenham was the first Governor of the United
Provinces. His task was to delay Responsible
government until the Country was ready for it.

He it was who had accomplished the Union-.of the
two provinces, overcoming the strong racial and
political objections of Lower Canada particularly.
It remained for him to assure the working of the

new plan and he did everything that most needed
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doing at the time except granting the final step
in Responsible Government. He taught the people
how to carry on the business of a responsible
executive; but he did not give them a responsible
Prime Minister. All important legislation ema-
nated from the Governor, not from the Assembly.
The Reform leaders tried to persuade him to
choose a leader from the party in power. Syden-
ham refused. He felt and Britain felt with him,
that if final power were placed in the hands of
a Canadian, Canada would soon cease to be a
colony of Britain.

But the spade work had been done by Syden-
ham; responsibility was at last in sight. With
a responsible Assembly,¥a responsible Council,
only one final step was necessary.

In 1847 Lord Elgin arrived in Canada com=-
mitted to Responsible Government. In that year
the Reform Party regained the power which had

been in the hands of the Toriss for the pre-
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ceding session. Rlgin showed his policy by
choosing his ministry from the party in power
and it seemed at last Responsible Government
was won. But there remained a severe testing
for the new won responsibility. In 1844 the
Rebellion Losses Bill raised such a tempest
in Lower Canada that with a man of less cour-
age or more selfish interests, Responsible
Government would have broken down. But in
spite of his personal opinion in the matter,
Elgin supported the government although cp-
posed to the measure, and signed the Bill
maeking it law. Responsible Government had
been tried and found not wanting.

There remains but the final step in
our constitutional history--Confederation.
In 1848 a union of all the provinces was
but an impossible dream because of such
strong local feeling, but certain pollitical

and economic factors made a federal union
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the logical conclusion of the long fight for
frecdom. These causes which now led to the
drawing together of the provinces into one
dominion, were partly provincisl, and partly
imperial. 'The remarkable progresa of the
United States stimulated a desire on the
part of the several provinces to pursue a
similar career.

The presence of this great power alonge-
side of the provinces became somewhat of a
menace to the weak colonles, especially nas
the republic had a large arny but lately
engaged in internal strife, but now not un-~
willing to engage in a foreign war. The
Trent affair at the beginning of the Ameri-
¢an Oivil ¥ar, when war scemed lmminent be-
tween Britain and the United 3tates, forced
the fact of their own weskness very strongly

on the British colonies.
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In Canada, as we have seen, the struggle
for representation by population had brought
on a serious crisis over the Rebellion Losses
Bill. The Act of Union had been of service;
such progress had been made, but a stable
government was found impossible, and some
constitutional change was inevitable.

Commercial conglderations were also work-—
ing towards a union. The Reciprocity Treaty
between Canada and the United Ststes, negoti-
ated by Lord kKlgin, and whic¢h had worked to
the advantage of the 3:itish colonles, was
about to lapse. 1t was necessary to find a
new field of commerce and Finance Hinister
Galt saw the solution in a commercial union
of the provinces.

The struggle for freedom in the old
thirteen colonies had fused them into one
in the pursuit of a common object and their

constitution had been of their own devising,
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but the remedies for colonial misgovernment
had, in the case of Canada and the Maritime
Provinees, been suggested by British states=-
men. Now once again the Imperial Parliament
was pressing for improvement in colonisl gove
ernment. Between 1850 and 1860 railroad
building called for huge investments and the
Mother Country was called upon to do the
financing. But British bankers refused to
risk their fortunes in the face of such po-
litical instability; & united government was
necessary to give strength to the promises
of good faith.

FPinally, the necessity for westward
expansion was becoming more and more apparent,
if that great hinterland, defined in the Act
of 1791, was to be retained as a rield for
Canadisn expansion. The setiling of the
American west was procceding rapidly and

encroachments had already begun. A vigorous
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policy on the part of the British provinces
was necessary, and the isolated effort of one
province was not sufficient.

The British Government heartily approved
of the Confederation and assisted the project
in ite adoption by the several provinces. On
the 4th of December, 18606 representatives of
Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick sgreed
upon certain resolutions. A Bill was then
formulated and introduced into the Imperial
Parliament and on Murch 29, 1867, it was
passed as the Hritieh North America Act.

A British Journal of the time stated:
“The Confederation scheme of Cmnada solves,
not for itself alone, but for other cclonies,
the problem of how to transmute a jealous
dependency into a cordial ally." Undoubtedly
the union of the four provinces of British
America bore a stately aspect. Comparcd with

the petty struggles, in which all the provinces
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had engaged, there was a breadth and scope about

Confederation most imposing.
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Ho group of pecple really decur.os a nation
until §¢t has s literature, and one of the ! oot
interestinu - and iliw insting ways in shich to
study the hi.stor: of a country 18 Lo trace itvs
development iu fts literst.ro,

The political circumsta.aces of Cancds are so
exceptionnl that a -most every problem which ean
arise in the domain of politics has been, at some
time or otlter, en~ountered by our statesmen,
wuestions of race, of lanruare, ~f relioion, of
oducat onwequestions of loesl rorernrent, of pro-
vincinl aﬁtonomg, of federal unionee-of the re-
lative ohlications hetween an lmperial central
power and sclf moveraln~ colonles, have all dbeen,
of rneccesity, threshed cut in the Dorinion of
Canede, Thelr underlyin’ pri ciples have -iot
only beun lald bare, but lerislation has bulle
firm social snd politicel structures atout ther,

Yor this reason thore has always been a sreat ‘teal

of political pamphl.teerins in Canade and of aolld
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thinking slso which, in lster eys, und in larger
communities, would have been expanded into books,
Much reepect is due a pamphlet upon a serions subjeot
beocauss 1t 1s writton, not for money, nut ho muse
the vriter has a princinle to sut lorth, These
paxphlets come oiral ‘ht fros the brain of a nan
bocauas he sannot help writing. Oreat unheavals
have becn cauved by such writings bLeocguss they

are like vparks i'allling upon lullsrmable material.
Huch of thls writing devotes itsell Lo Reoponasible
Governments others Lo a unlon of the colonies;
ptill otlers to or nunizati-n of the Baplre, For
these rossons the numbers of our -rose writers who
have devoted thomselves to prrliorentary and colw
atitutionnl Hictory 2.0 law 1e larse. Pub the roll
of such writers is o log- one and onnee s liriteds
nor is it wy intemtion to denl at any 1. cth with
this type of literature. Cnnsadlen historical doouw
ments are readily sccossible o the ¢ .nenl of

Cansdian ' ist.ry and arong the records uf le~islatd¥o
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debates, journalistic elitorimis, reports of Hoynl
eommisaio: », and corres-unience of lListorieml
fi-ures, is to be found a weslth of instructive
reading. Along with the good 1s the bad but 1t is
my intention to devote this work chiefly to the
study of imarinative literature,

A8 in the sarly parces of this work I endeavoured
to‘reoce the politicsl development from the date of
the Conjyuest I will endeavour to follow the history
of Canoadian llternture during the same periecd,.

Haturally Ln-lish Canadian Literasture has $is
origin in Nove Jootia, the oldest of the provinces,
end the one »out liiely %o bLe sfiected by 1ts clouse
proxli: ity to the bn«lish (oloniea on the south,

Very little writin~ was done in British North
Ameri a retwsen the time of the Con ,uest and the
American Revolution, The times were troubled, the
people unsettled, There were printed in Ialifax
a Tew journnla written by clersymen or travellers,

a Tow volumes of s:rro 8, pravers and verse;
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nothing more, But the study of Lnylish Conudian
liserature dates fror this period Lecouse with
the sxpuleion of the Acadiane in 1765 and tho re-
sulting 1.flux of Puritens from Wew [n~land, Kova
Bgotia came under the influence of Harvard eulturs
and Puritenism, As n result the writing of the
pericd 1a devotad pl 08t entirely to rslinlous mattersa,
These settlers from New fnsland had few interests
outside their chureh and it is not surprising then
thet the llternture should be of this nsture, Rut
it 1a interestin- to note that the best writings
came not from the pens of the Purltasn Conformiots
but from that of a aissentur Lo the now esta*lished
relicion., It 48 to be expected that in s now
gountry where rus-ed 1 dividurliam and selferelisnce
are prere ulsite to life that disseaters would re-
volt againnt the nerrow llre ! lurltaonisn.

But the Puriten sontritution to Canedien literse
ture was eplisodic and their claim to a permancnt

contrirutlion to Canadlan oulture lles in the
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achievement of the educationsl institution which
they founded=-icadia University.

As we have noticed in an earlier page one
result of the American War of Independancs, wasg
a great migration of loyal New England Colonists
into British North America. Before the war of
1812 large numbers of these had settled in Rove
Scotin, and to a lesser degree in Upper Canada.
During thies period 1703-1812 maglish Csnadian
literature had 1te real beginning. That these
beginninga were in Novae Scotis rather than elpo-
where in Canada is due to the fect that the United
Empire Loynliets, »8 they were called, who came
tc the Maritime Provinces were generally from
the Fastern 8tates. Many of them were educated
men and women who belonged to the lsndlord and
profesaional elessees., These refugees represented
the highest traditions of American culture. Many
of them were graduates of Harvard and ofother

lese known collepges. Byt these people had been
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trained to exrrees themselves nnd pregently they
began to write,

On the other hand, those who settled in Upper
Canada wevre from the humbler ranka or society;
they were tradere snd farmers. Their interects
were not literary, and 1t was & 1ittle later bew

fore books began to be written in the Upper
Country. -

ven in the Maritiwe Provinces the neww
comers were, for a time, overwhelmed with the
diffieulsien and herdships of making new homes in
the wiiderness. The Tirat latters, diaries,
articleas, snd verres which eppeared are full of
compleinte againet Canada and homeaickness for the
femiliar and beloved »l1-ces they had left. But
thege peorle hed inherited certain literary
traditione and they brought their ldeals with
thewn.

The American c¢olonies at this tine were

8till dominnted by the clasaical influecnce of
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Fope snd Dryden. Although the Romentie fchool
of thought wes sweeping ngland, neaturally ite
impact was not felt in the colonies until some time
had passeds The New "nrland writers therefore
et11l favoured #A% catiriecsl theme of Classical
tradition in “Hoth prose and verses Purthemore
the general mo‘e of verse expression wens the
traditional heroic couplet.

The Loyalists, being Torlee, considered
the Revolution a thoroushly plebrian affailr and
a it subject therefore for ridieule. Thue it
ie natursl that with such a subjret and with euch
g tradition, the poetry and prose of the time
strongly resembles the 18th century clsssicianm
of England.

inothar characteriectic feature of TLoyaliet
litersturse ie the note of sadnese and comnlaint
whieh rune through & lapge pnrt of it. It must
not be supposed that neople of such aocial and

cultured eminence as the Loyalists gladly
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exchanged the land in which they were go well
estnlilished fTor the commaritively unsettled
regions of Canada in which they were offered
hones. Mout of therm had been comnelled by ofe
ficial or unofficial nepsecution $o lemve home
end for a long iime they ‘ooked forward to the
tinme when they could returme

This note of homeeickness and despair Jdo-
minnted practically »11 Loyalist nrose and verse
but 1t finds its fullest ex~ression in the lotter,
%e may take the work of Joseph Stansbury ng an
exsmple even thoush he wnz not 8 typicsl Loyalist
in that he did not renain permanently in Nova
Scotins. He had emigrated from England to
Philsdelphin from whence he was banished {n 1778,
He {led to New Vork and then to Nova Secotia where
he lived for ten yesre at Shelburne, one of the
importent Loyaliet :ettlements before returning

to the United B8t tes.
pefore the revolution he had ghowm coneiderable
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ekill as a poet. While on exile he wrote little,
but the lines "To Cordelia" nre amonm the best
of the time and deserve quotation as thry reflect
two characteristic sapectes of the ~arly Loyalist
nood--the rense of exile in an un’eveloped and
intractable country and the irritation againgt
tngland on account of her failure (ae they
thought) to make adequate provieion for those

who had suflered in her cauvee.
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To Cordelin
Believe me, Love, this vagrant life
O'er Nova Scotia's wilds to rosm,
¥hile far from children, friends, or wife,
Or place thst I cen call a home
Delights not mepe~wanother way

My treasuree,; nleasuresn, wisheg 1ny.

In plereing, wet, and wintry skies,
where mnan would seem in vain to 464l
1 see, where'sr I turn ny oyes,
Luxuriant pasture, troees and soll.
Unchamed I see:;=-another way

My fondeet hopes and wishee lay.

But when I see a sordid zhed

Of birchen bark procured with ecare,
pegigned to ghield the aged head
which British mercy placed thepSwes

‘748 toos too muchi I cannot stay
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But turn with streaning eyne away.

1f so far humbled that no pride remains,
But woot indifference which way flows
the stresn}

Resign'd to penury, its cares and paine}

And hope hae left you like a painted
dreamg

Then here, Cordelia, btend your pensive
ey e

And close the avening of Life'a little
anye.



(35)

Another writer of verse who struck the eame
chord of homesicknese snd despair wes Jacob
Balley. Bailey wea a typical Loyalist in rew
spect of his permanent residence in Nova Scotise
His best poem "A Farewell" wes written on the
ooccasion of hie expuleion from his Hew Yngland
home and contsine many fine passages. But hie
"Journal” is more worthy of mention. slthough
iike all Loyalist writers, he ig dopressed by
the hardehips of his exile, he is 2ti11 nhilo-
pophey enough to be interested in his new sure
roundings and %o see humour in enisodes which
to contemporary writers were unhearfnble harde
ehips.

The most important figure of the nperiod
from s litersary standpoint ie JunathanIOﬂell.

ng b nt NewarRk, New
fle wne barm ’ Jersey in 1737, &

gcion aof a digtinguished coloninl family. At

the beginning of the neynintion he wap nlready

an sble writer of prose and verse, and he nat
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his vigoroue oen at the scrvice of the Loyalists,
durin~ the progrese of the warband at ite clone,
he setiled in New Brunswick where he became an
influential citizen.

It is from Odell chiefly that Loynliet prose
and veree inherits itz carly tradition of Classice
ism. Being well educated and an experienced
writer, Odell was well gualified to bLring into
Canade the tradition of Dryden and Dopes Ale
though he is of rome interest ocutside the realm
of eatire, his chief importance in Cunedian liter-
ature is that he brought in the 0ld Tory tradition
of satire and the heroic counlet, both of which
had coneiderable effect upon succesading generations,
the Cformer Pindings 1te 1rnet and greatest expression
in Haliburton.

It has already been noted thnt Odell estabe
lished himeelf 4in New Brunswick where he became
gn influential citizen. 7ut this understeles

nis qualities. He became Provineial Seeretary
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and even a member of the Hxecutive Councils The
new country boecame for him not only a "snfe ree
treat” os he calle it in the following poom,
for not only had he cerved 1t well himeselfl, bub
he had been treated kindly by it in return and
he gaw his family rire %o Jdiatinotion in nublic
Bervice.

The following ode reflects another charac—
terietic atiitude of the Luoyaliste~ethe gisunch
devotion to the British ceuse during the pro-
gress of the war. The poet here uses the herole
couplet ns hie mode of expression.

Ode on the King'e Birthday
June 4, 1776
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O'er Britannia's happy land,
Tul'd by George's mild commend,
On this bright, susnicious day
L.oyal hcartg their tribute poy,
Ever sacred e :o wirth

The day that gave our monorch birth!

Rere we now lrment to £ind
Sone of “ritain, fierce and blind,
Drawn from loyal love petray,

Hail no more this weleome dey.

when by foreign foees ﬂimmay'a
Thankless song, ye c¢nll'd for eidg
Then we gladly Toughi and bled,

And your foee in triumph led.

How, by Fortune's blind command,
Captives in your hosiile Lend;

o thie lonely smot we atray



(39)

Here uneeen to hnil thie day!

Thourh By FPortune thne betrey'a,
For a while we seel the ghnde,
24111 our loysl heaprits are resyes

Btill devoted, Georre, to thee!

Long as Lun and Moon endure
Britain's Throne shell stand securs,
And great George’e roysl line

There in aplendid honour shines

Ever gacred to be Wirth
~pe day that géve our Honsrch birth!



(40)

In truly Tory fashion the writer exnlts the
Monarchy giving one the inpression of the norts
belief in the Divine Wight of XKings. Then arain
condemnation of the revolutioniets ie slso typical.
A plaintive note tg roundad where th- writep
leaveg hie native land; but atill his courage in
uné inned.

Then we coneider the vehiele by which the
author exmresses hinself.-the heroic coupnlet,
we can goe i summation of all the literature to
follow for come tine.

put as Odell rosze to vrominence in his newly
adopted home go his »tred for the revolutionisie
waned., With many writers the old hatred of United
States and proper love of Aritain became in tinme
a matter of conventional good form, with the
deyrimentsl effect of insincerity in their work.
put this & not true of Odell.

In the lines following 0Odell looke back
from the ventage point of his seventy-third
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year over th- circumciances which have brought
him to the country of his sdoption.
On Qur Thirty-Nint» wedding nay,
§th, January, 1810
Twice nineteen yearc, ¢cenr Naney, on thie day
Complete their cirele mince the amiling Hay
Beheld us at the altar kneel and join
In holy rvites and vowe, which made thee mine.
Then, liks the reddening Kast without a eloud,
Brirht was my dawn of Joy. 7To Heaven I bowed
in Thenkful exultotions well assured
That 2ll my heart could covet war secured.
But ah, how soon this dawn of Joy &2 bri-ht
Taz followed by & doark sand ot my nirht!
The howling tempest, in a Taial hour,

Drove me, an exile from our nuptial boweyp,
To seek for refuge in the trnled field,
™11 democPatic Tyranny should yleld.

Thus torn asundery we, Trom yaar $0 year,

Endured the alternate strife of Mope and Fearj
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Till from Suepense dsliver'd by Defent,

I hithey c¢nme and found a cafe veireat.

Here, join'd by ther and thy young playful teain,
1 was o'erpaid for years of toil and p>in.
¥e had renounced our native hostile chore;

And mety I trust, $11ll death do pert mo more!

The severe eondltiones under which the Loyalists
atrugglwé is perhaps chiefly responeible for their
limited contribuition 0 Canadian literature.

But hawavur adverse these eonditiona, these
Loyalists 2tlll strove to naintain the educational
and cultural standards which they had inherited
from their o0ld home. Althouph I have mentioned
only thres writers, the written contributions

of the nericd are numerous. FRvidence of the
erforte of the Loynlists %o maintain their
ptondnrds ie found in the pages of contemporery
papers. The "Nova Scotia Megazine™, which
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lapted only two years (1789<91) had e twofold

H\

purpoees 10 preserve and diffuse n taste for
British 1itavnture;‘ég ~ReouUrnge young writors
among the rieing generation to try their
atrenght.” To teach nppreciction and %o encourage
creative srt ic all that eny institution can do
for liternture.

A gummery of this period would be incomplete
without some mention of the work of the great
explorers. Our discussion of Loyalist literature
has remaired within the resinm of imaginatid
prose but I would like to nention & group, the
mere siories of whose lives, regamiless of sny=
thing they wrote, have an almost epic interect.
Of this group the most famous historieal figure
18 Alexander Mackenzie (1763-1820). He wac born
in scotland and received a frir educstion befors
coning to Canada. His journeys through the wplds
of the north were undertaken nt the instance of

the North ¥est Pur Company for trading with the
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Indisne, but Meck-nzie wae rt heart sn explovers
His first trip wese from Fort Chipewyen along
the Great Slsve Yake and ﬁEﬁ’tnﬁ river which
beaprs his nome %o the “retic Ocemns Hie second
(recorded with the first, in hie "Voysges Through
the Continent of MNorth America to the Progen and
Pacific Oceans") wane from ort Chbpewyan across
the Roctkieg to the Paeific Cowvaste
It le imposzelble o do Justies to Mackenzie's
*"Voyages" by excerpie. The wriler wae destitute
of artietry. Hie i~ gin~tion ie nt affected
nor does he visualize the scenes through which
he poegses. I% i2 only to the reader who has the
patience to follow his matier-cf-fach record,
step by stewp, that the realizetion comes that
here ie not only a natter of ablding interesti,
but a great human Jocument as well.
The "Voyage" to the pacifies is a revelation
of sreat courage in the face of slmost insuperable

difracultiee thet has few paralletls; but it is
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only hare and thsre in o easual phy re hat the
dauntlees and presionate o bition of the »mn
barna thyrough hie plsin 1o o, %hen he at oot
reach:s hic goel not 8 v oord of vajmiéing € 08
hine Simoly "I now nixed up role vey i llon in
melted grease end insceribed in lrrie characters,
on the Cauth Eact fege of the rock on rhieh wo
had slnpt laet nighty this Lricf mencri 1p
Alexsnlsy Wackongley from Can-day Ly 1-ndy the
twenty~eroonmd of Mly, ons thousand, raven
hundred and ninetyethroo,”

¥ackonzic hinself enlm ~4.sntion to the
fact that he 48 not an artist in desericiicon snd
narrationy but the mimpiicity and truth, nnd the
intrincie iaterert of the "Voyeges” stanp it as
s vermeuent eontribution to Canadled literaturss
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It is, of course, impossible to divide
literature into clear cut divisions exactly
parallet to political and historical develop-
ment. For instance, the Declaration of
American Independence immediately opened a
new chapter in Ameriecan history. The result-
ing influx of Loyalists into the Maritimes
and Canada started new currents moving in
the British colonies. But this new stream
required time to make its impact felt. This
was particularly true in the realm of liter-
ature. The Loyalists had to build homes,
churches and schools. The fundamental needs
of life had to be cared for before time could
be spared for artistic activity. But early
in the new century a change is gradually
noticeaﬁle. The roughest and hardest work
of the settlers is done. The new houses and
barns were being made comfortable; the fields

blossomed; the towns and villages began to
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be homely places, The Revolution had left
the Loyalists homeless and bereft: the war
of 1812, in whieh they stood shoulder to
shoulder with the French and Scottish ele=
ments, bound them together and taught them
that they had once more a country. The
young men and women growing up, had been
born in Canada and knew no other home, The
note of longing for the 0ld home has now
disappeared from our literature, its place
being taken by proud descriptions of the
beauties of the new.

But the war intensified an already
existing evil in both the Maritime Provinces
and in the Canadas--centrslized control by
a small minority. In an early page, refer-
ence has alreasdy been made to the Family
Compact and stout hearts were not lacking

in any of the provinces for the ficht ageinst
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this minority rule. But it remained for
the oldest province--Nova Scotia--to pro-
duce the main figure of politieal and
literary interest--Joseph Howe,

The best of Howe's life was lived in
the days before Confederation, but such
was his brilliance and so wide his acclaim-
that all Canada claims him., He loved his
province with his whole heart and what was
more important, he taught his fellows: to
feel this love. He saw the Nova Scotia
of the future, not a member of small isol-
ated settlements, but with tilled farms
and wealthy cities, He talked and boasted
of his province--of its people and their
kindness, of the rivers of fish, of its
valleys of apple blossoms, The people
caught his vision and believed it; believ-
ing it they became a people.
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Howe was born in 1804, son of a United
Empire Loyalist. His school education was
meagre and at thirteen he entered his father's
printing office. But he was an inveterate
reader and he continued his reading until
he had made himself thoroughly familiar with
the best works in English literature.

As he grew up, Howe discovered a gift
for versification and he began to send con-
tributions to the newspapers. He continued
to write throughout his life, but he was
not a great poet although he had lofty ideals
and a gift of expression. But it is in the
field of prose that Howe will always hold
a high place in our national literature.

Probably becaus= such favourable notice
had been taken of his poem "Melville Island™
he purchased the Weekly Chronicle in 1827

at the age of twenty-three. For a year he
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worked at this completing his apprentice-
ship for the great task of his life, namely
conducting the Nova Scotian, a paper he
bought in 1828.

At first Howe himself wrote practical-
ly all the articles appearing in his paper.
Joyfully he tramped the long foads, first
of western, then of eastern Nova Scotia,
feasting his eyes upon the beauties of his
native land. He visited the farms, talked
with everyone he met, learning at first
hand both the possibilities and needs of
the country. Then he returned to his paper
to write the charming sketches in prose
and verse, which first caused Canadian
literature to be noticed abroad. The cir-
culation of the Nova Scotian grew and seven
years of incessant labour on his part made it
the leading newspaper of British North

America at least, both in political and
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literary influence,

He published hooks also, risking fail-
ure to bring out Waliburton's history of
the vrovince., Ye and his friends forrcd
a small group known as "The Cluh" Por the
ourrose of dlcserinating literary and
p01itlesl wrineinles. Thomes Chandler Hali-
burton was probably the most famous fTilgure
of this group, but rieh and numerous rcre
the written eontriputions of thie 1little
society to the Hova Scotian,

It 12 4iffieult in this g’y of free
speech to rocallze the extent to which the
Family Compoct of the various »rovinces
pontroll-d the mress, the church and even
educational instiiutions, The newornrors

wore throttled in spite of the Loyalist
efforts to kecn journ.:lism slivc, Nut in

1875 occgurred =zn cvent of privary historinsel
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importance. Howe published a letter in
his paper which accused the magistrates
of Halifax of corrupt practices in ad-
ministering the affairs of the city. He
was promptly indicted and pleading his
own cause in a speech which lasted for
six hours he was acquitted. Anyone read-
ing his speech will readily comprehend
his subgequent success as an orator. The
speech is regarded as the foundation stone
of the freedom of the press in Canada. I
quote a few lines of his plea to illustrate
the lofty tone and high mind of the man,
and yet the simplicity of his expression:
"will you, my countrymen, descendants
of these men, warmed by their blood; in-
heriting their language; and having the
principles for which they struggled con-

fided to your care, allow them to be
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violated in your hands? Will you permit
the sacred fire of liberty, brought by
your fathers from the venerable temples
of Britain, to be quenched and trodden
out on the simple altars they have raised?
Your verdict will be the most important
in its consequences ever delivered before
this tribunal; and I conjure you to judge
me by the principles of English law, and
to leave an unshackled press as a legacy
to your children. You remember the press
in your hours of conviviality and mirth--
Oh, do not desert it in this its day of
trial."

This speech made Howe famous and the
next year he was elected as a member of
the Assembly for Halifax. When he took

his seat in the House, he was almost
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immediately acknowledged as the leader of
his party. He led the Reformers of Novsa
Seotia in their fight for responsible
government, and won it without the strife
and bloodshed which embitteis the memory
of the victory in the Cansdas., From 1850
on his worth was recognized by his apnoint-
ment to numerous high offices. The crown-
ing reward was hls appointment as Lieutenant-
Governor of Nova Scotia in 1873, an appoint-
ment which was cut short by his sudden
death just one month after tsking office,
Naturally the question arises, is
Howe's greatness dus entirely to his states-
manship? Is his literary fame simply re-
flected glory of his political wvision?
This 1is readily answered in the negative.

I have already pointed out that his

sketches of social life, and the scenic
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beauties of Nova Scotis brought him re-
cognition from abroad. These word pictures,
though not always on the same high level,
are written in a style which marks the
beginning of & new epoch in Canadian prese.
Joseph Howe was the son of a Loyalist
family so it is to be expected that his
writing should show the influence of Loyalist
tradition--adherence to the eighteenth
century English models. Some of his work
does this; some poems are written in the
heroic couplet; certain of his descriptive
sketches are reminiscent of the eighteenth
century in England. But throughout his
work he shows & marked individuality and
8 personal touch which is more akin to
the Romantic school which now dominated
the tone of English literature. Traces of
literary influence in his political essays

pale into insignificance in the grandeur
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of his thought and simplicity of his speech.
The following lines are from a speech made
by Joseph Howe in the Nova Scotia Assembly,
February 24, 1854, to a motion brought
forward by the leader of the Opposition "to
promote union of the Provineces of British
North America."” The quotation illustrates
the satirical heritasge of Classicism.

"Mr. Chairman,--Had the Government
brought this question here, my honourable
friend from Londonderry might have charged
upon us the selection of an inaporopriate
season or disregard of the pressure and
strain of public business already taking
the industry of this Assembly. But, Sir,
this resolution has been brought here by
the leader of the Opposition, and we are
challenged to discuss it. Perhaps if we

had introduced the measure it might not
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have beon met in the spirit which I tiust
w2 shall disnlay. One half of the House
might have fancied th. t some sinister
design lurked within the resoluticon and
the supposed interests of party might
have combined them against it."”

The power of his langu-.ge and depth
of feeling are felt in  the following
extract from the same speecch,.

"Sir, I regret not the time which
this question will engross, but my inabil-
ity to do it Justice, When the provhets
and orators of o0ld were about to discourse
of the destinies of nations, they retired
to the mountains or by the sire.ms to
meditate; they communed in the abundance
of their leisure with God above, and

caught thoir inspiration alike from the

tranguility which ensbled them to vpenetrate
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the disrensations of His Providence, and
from the phenomena of nature all arcund
them; & communion whieh tinged with beauty
the 'thoughts th.t breathe and words that
turn, ' which bhave cone strearing dovn, like
lines of light, even to the present hour,"

Our discuesion of Howe's proce cannotb
properly neglset his letters to Lord John
Russell., 1In connection with the strugegle
for responsible government he addressed
four lotters to Russell, dated from ifalifax,
September 18, 1839, The broadth and nobility
of his views on responsiblé covernmont, or-
ganization of the Zmpire, and on the Tuture
of Rritisgh North “merica, as expressed in
these letters, wnke it impossible for
Canadians to over-estimate his imporitonce
in literature and statesmanship.

In fitting tridbute to hls gre-tncss,
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I quote the following lines from his poem

"Our Fathers"™
Room for the dead! Your living hands may

pile

Treasures of art the st:utely tents within%
Beauty may grace them with her richest smile,
And genius there spontaneous plauditc win:
But yet amidst th> tumult and the din
Of gutherins thousands, let me audisnce crave]
Place c¢laim I for the Dead--'twere morivcl sin,
"hen banners o'er our country's treasures wave,
Unmarked to le.ve the wealth, safe garnered

in the grave.

. - *
The Roman gathercd in & stately urn

The dust he honour=d, while thc sacred fire,
Nourished by vestal hands, was made to burn
From age to age. I1f fitly you'ld asnire,
Honour the Dead: and let the sounding lyre

Recount their virtues in your fest:l hours.
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Gather their ashes; higher still, and higher
Nourish the patriot flame that history dowers,
And o'er the old mens' graves go strew your

choicest flowers.
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In our previous study we had ocecasion to
mention as one of the members of that group,
known as the "Club", Thomas Chandler Haliburton.
A protegé of Joseph Howe he was destined to
surpass even his fame as a writcr.

Haliburton was the only son of the Chief
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. On his
father's side he was descended from an old
gcotch Border family., His mother was the
daughter of one of Wolfe's officers who was
killed at the storming of Fort Stanwix while
leading his regiment., Thus by birth Haliburton
was connected with the principal elements of
Canadian society.

At the Tindsor Grammar School, and after-
wards at King's Collegc, he rececived a sound
classical education. As his father's son he
was born into the most aristocratic society of
the exclusive little university town. Like

Joseph Howe he early turned to thoughts of
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public servic:, He chose law as his pro-
fession, and a.ter being called to the bar
practised in Anfiapolis. Like Howe, too, he
was elected to the Leginlature while ntill a-
young man. As would be expected, he was a
Tory with the old Loyali~t tradition of love
of ¥ngrland and dislife of Republican institu-
tiona. Politics did not appeal to him and he
left the Legislature -to becone a judge; in fact
to take the post vacated by his father's drath,.
Yhile travelling on cirecuit duty, he ;athered
the idean, chuaracters and incident for the work
which was to makc him famous, In 18566 he re-
signed and moved to England where he dicd in
1865,

Haliburton's work taken as a whole can be
considered as the greatcst and culminating
expression of personal and political satire
brought into the province by the Loyalists and

whore first real exponunt was Jonathan Odell,
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Not all of hia work is of equel merit but he is gen-
erally recognized ss the FPather of American Humour
and ss the first humourist cne satirist of the Anglo-
Saxon peoples. He did not write to roduce liter-
sture; rather his sutllric husour was propeguands;
socliel and politicsl propaganda for the -urnase of
effecting & world wide unity u&' the Anglo=-8exon
peoplee, 11 .18 wor< pust be considered in this
light.

At the time !Teliburton wrote there wes & real-
isiie revolt under way s,einst the historic:]l snd
sentimental romence, It su wers thai he wee moved
by this feeliny to write with resrlis. 6nd truth,

BPut he wrote withoul rracry his hunour ic intro-
Guced to relieve the psin »f " i¢ entirie truth,

¥ith the first ublic: tion of 1i: humorecur work he
wap en immedimte . succes: #nd scclaimed on both sides
of the .tlantic,

As & protcye of Hove gnd ¢ megher of the "Club”

his tirut vor. 5i laportence sp.eared in serisl form
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in the Nova “cotian, These woere a neries of
nketehes bamed on the aocial 117 in Nova
<rotia.,  Previour %o #$his Haliburton had pub-
lished a panphlet entitled "An Mistorical and
Statistical Account of Nova 3Jcotia", Neither
of these works had much succens, They were
neither good literature nor accurate hictory.
But the sketches in the Nova cotian were 8o
favorably received thuat he had then published
16 ook form in 1837 under the title "The
Cloclmaker; or The sayinge and Doings of 3am
5lick of liekvilie", In the same yenr they
were publi~hed in London and reprints appeared
in Unit-d gtates and tran:lations in France
and Germany. The success of the book was
ensrmous and his reputation ac a4 satirie hunor-
jet -as establirhed, He now heeane a sy2tom-
atic crrative humorist publiching among other

works: “The Attacheo; or .an »1ick in "nriand”

wpt¥
(187 3=44), "The Old Judge; or Life in a Colony
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(2848), "sam 5lickr Wine “aws and Modern
Inatrnces” (1583), "Hature and Human NHature'
(1858), and "The ason "ieket” (1460), 30;
sides these creative worka in satirie humour,
he edited certain smerican anthologie: nuch as
“Praits of Ameriean ‘uncur hy Hative Authora"
(18-8) and a ~equel, “The Americ ns at 1ne”
(1854)., 11 his eprcative works and his ane
thologics appeared on both aidcs of the Atlantie,
80 1t appears on the grounds of original pre-
duction, !faliburton was the firat and forrmost
satiric humorist of the Anplo-iaxon pe miea,
The.~ ia no doubt Bhat in many features of
his work, Haliburton was not original, ‘an
3tiek =0 astonishrd the reading world that he
was regarded as being more original than he
really wan, ‘an was a rogue, hut he wa~ a
desgendant of the raseal in Furope who gave the

name %o a whole nmcho)l ef 1iterature, the

picaresque novel, wor wae the use of dialeot
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new to the reacing rublic. It had already been
used by nt leacst two nmerican authors, Put when
the Fnglish people read “alibucion's catizrie
comedy and charncterization, they eneountored
an ab2olute lit rary novelty-=1itrmtur~ that
was not ¥nglish, not *n;lishe=imeriean, not
English-Canadian, but an original American
rpreles ney and unique,  Heoo was work ritten
in ®nglish bhut not English in matter, mannor,
or tone, Here was such novel humour, arresting
charqcterigation and such a strange nizture of
roguery and practieal -rirdo=, all told in ueh
an unigque dialcct that the 1like had never been
ceen before, A profound chanpe in the minds

of the mgiich reading nublic re-ul%rd, litherte
Amerien had looked to England for fresh liter
ature, but when {1liburton producc:id an entirely
native 1iteraturc, ¥npland looke ., for the first
time, acron: to Amerien woth ror frosh and

originsl work and for litcearr model: to follow,


file:///meriean
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It i generaly schnowiecged that ik ngt
fiom teller of the ",liekuick .apere" ir en
aglish voredion of 2o Dliek,
¥hat was A liburton's © ur oo in erenting
hie fomoue ch rretor? The ccevct of sll his
vork in o ative hunrur liee insome rovleom of
1rpgerpoiitier—=T1r piel tine, Recronrible
Government, Confedsrationy; nnexation with the
"nited States, Por inctonce in "The 4t ene"
he orpoeed Res-on: ible aavmrnmeﬁ¥ for he o, -
onlery in "The Clocknnk ™ he dvog e, 0
Impe: 48l Fedepstion of the n 0= .. n #®o3les
for oliticel socourity and ccono le develo,.. nl,
In every one of hic vork: thep fe row 8 ccind
thesis bhut chiefly satiric - rgunents for a upion
of the Anglos"axon -eopless '0 thic (nd he donds
sll hig ~owopa of aative, hu-our nJ ridicu.ce
It may be wondered how H-liburtonm .. jed to

sehieve auch noble i ~ i1s by the cvat.on of such
o 1 ehar olor.
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vam tan a dlrr oputeble glebsisn oy gturs e
gource, flangy, bon.tfuly 4rr vevent, yet

wiee, chrevd, "preilie«l, gourageour, g icke
witted, critica)l of standards, fron2 in & occh,
i tireet in cotioms He reprocents [lalibupiton's
eomeeption of ty-ienl  mevicuniems It 8¢ tho
sathor's puepore to tre 'ni in the foru of finm
#1ick th~ laet womd in sbeurdiiy of rcrublien

eujtare ~nd in- titubionc in roepde-.  fem i not

one person of many oharucteristios, but & son~
poaité sharscter. Le was coucelived and OGrawn

to yepresent s yeorle and his charsateristios
are u opitfies or satiriging of the vices and

virtues of republioan dezocracy.

ltaliburton gathered his material fro: life--
pariiasent, the couriroon, the gircuid¥, the
imn--in Paot everywhere. iany of hig nharsctera
are go lifelike as to Le enally recogniged. Je
‘ap the foe of shn . atiroking 1t with satire

snd ribs:ld laughter. “mlorftunately »t tiuwes he
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Ll RS L0 cutidge eLlora W b L et dBYe

but he was & realist and hatel bypom sy,

Hile gifte were varied and he ouployed thew
without reserve. To«flay he is read nor for
his views on deaooracy, whioh were wro.y, or
for hig chs . ionesip of an .nplo-Saxon union
which wmay yet be reuliged, but for his in-
suppressible alrth, for the inugshtey he in-~
troduoed into the gituationes of every day iife.
Historieally he is the Tirst Conndian writey

to ohallenge the attention of the world.
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We have seen how literature had its early bde=-
ginnings in the Maritime Provinces largely because
of the imigration of educated Leyalists from the
Fastern States, It has been suggested that a dif-
ferent type of emigrant golinz 40 the Upper Country
made a late start in knglish Canadian literature
inevitable thers, The purchase of the Nova Scotian
by Joszeph Howe and the editorial pelicy, largely
influenced by the "Clud" inaugurated a new epoch in
literature in the Muritime Provinces. Ten vears
aftor dowe's purchase ef this paper, a Jourmnal was
founded in Upper Canada whisch seems to have had a
profound influense in the encouragement of letters
in this part of the country.

Phe firsi macazine in Canada to spread culture
and at thc same time to foster amomngst nablive=-borm
or resident emipre writers the creative lilerary
apirit, and to publish comiributions 1in the form
of essays, Nature sketches and poems by native-

born and residert writers, was the "Literary Gar-
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land,” It Ylourished from 1838 %o 1851, and numbered
anongst its contributors such men and women as Rosana
Mullins later Mrs. Leprohon, Charles Sangaster, who
was the first nativc-born Cansdian poet of signifi-
cant power in oricinal creation, Susanna Meoodie who
was a versatile writer of colorful prosse and th
first singer of Canadian National poetry, her sister
¢atherine Parr Traill, whose Naiure studies are
still ominently worth reading; and John Hichardson
the father of vhe Canadian Historicel romance,

‘e have seen that the c¢hierf literary work of
the Nuritimes grew out of the Loyalist heritvume of
Clugsiecal tradition and its lust and gsreatest ox-
ponent was Haliburton. But by ihe itime culisured
setsliers began to arrive in Upper Canada, the ideals
of romanticism held sway 1n England. A4s a result
we 7ind that a greatly different type of literature
flourished in the Uppcer Country,

Probably the most important of the early figu-

res of Romantlc literature was !lajor John Richardson
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(1796-1852). By the time Richurdasun ag 1 young
man romantic hictoricael writing hnd found full
axpresasion in Singland through the metrical romance
of feott and Byron, 2nd the romantic historical
novel of ‘cott. The latter had nlaso found exprese
sion in the works of enimore Cooper in the 'mnited
{tates. Hichordson wor guite alive o the aivantage
of using forms . Ircadr well recgived as is shown
by his efforts at the meirienl romance in his
Tecumseh. 3ut as in the care of fcott he realized
that the most rolar form and the beet nedium of
expression as being nore suited to his naterial,
was not the metrieal romanes but the historical
novel. *“oreover, after the founding of the Literary
gariand in 1838, there was a scerial market for
roemantic material.,

nichordson was born near Nisgara Palls in 1706
(the same yenr as HaZiburton). lerpent his first
sixteen years up to the outbrenk of the Uar of 1819

in the vicinity of the Palls and Detroit. Then,
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ough a mere lad, he enlisted in Brock's army.

0 that time, during his most impressiocnable

85 he was entertained by his grandparents and
nts with tales of Pontiac's seige of Detroit,
with stories cf the thrilling and romantic events
he history of the Niapara and Detroit districts--
ts which werc amongst the most stirring in the
diy comantic history of Cenada and the United

€8, These cearly days then created in him a love
omance, of the heroic past of hies own country,
later when he came to write furnished him with
inspiration and the material for authentic Can~

n histcrical roma&ncese.

Twe other formative influences besides that of
narents and grandparents determined Richardson's
iration and creative method. In the War of 1812
1d fought side b;- side with the noble Indian

lor Tecumseh, Turther by his own confession he
widly read-Cooper'c Indian romance "The Last

i¢ Mohicans". There is a tendency therefore to



(73)

consider Richardson a mere imitator of Cocperj; that
he studied the Indian second hand through the work of
Coopery and that he learned the mechanics of writing
historicsl fiction through the ssme redium.

Unon the first point there is of course no basis.
His life in the Niagara and Detrocit districts brought
him daily in contact with the Indians, and the War of
1812 in which he fought side by side with Indian allies
occurred years before the publication of Coopar's book,
Upon the other point there may be some justification.
Richardson may have got some of his craftsmanship from
Cooper. BRBut this does not make him a mere iritetor
for when we compare the general style of the two,
Richardson appears, except as a plct-mazker, the superior
as a craf'tsman and stylist. Ils cheracter drewing is
superior, not only of Indians, but of soldiers, fur-
traders and the rest, which is clear evidence that he
drew upon his own experiencec of the frontier and
his own romantic imagination.

Richardson's first novel Ecarte, a tale of
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Parisian life met ith moderate success being fairly

well received in Canada and the United Jtates. In

it he achieved vividness of setting but failed in

effective characterization and unity of plot. ''nder

the influence of Cooper's successful Indian fiction,

he next turned to the story of Pontiac, with the

events »nd esetting of which he was thoroughly familiar.

That vas "Wacousta" a great -dvance on his first book

and in spite of its faults, Richardson's greatest work.
"Wacousta" is a carefully counstructed narrative

filled with rapid sction and vivid scenes, and it is

rich in suspense a2 quality dear to the reader of

fiction. The writer appears at his best in martial

passaces., In his degcriptions of the pomp and glamour

of war he is almost unrivalled. DBut his faults, as

in Lecarte are still stilted dialogue, melodrama and

sesationalism. Of course these faults are much more

likely to occur in romantic fiction than in realistic,

and people with a romantic taste are likely to over-

look such defects.
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" acousta” was rcecvived with groat fav.ur
hoth 1 Iagla.d aid the Uunites States where Riehard-
50.1 was rccogaised as a porerful rival o. Cooper
a.Jd oac of the masters of romantic fiction. .ub
his revtlecs spirit pveve .ted hin rroo co, tinuing
nis sucecss and he ac.cuted a convdssio . i the
Imerinl frmr ia ! gla-d, %hilec overscas he ut-—-
lished his "™ovements of the Britvicsh Legio ™
(1836, ocuossequentlr roturiing to Cowida as the
colorial reprcseantative of the Lo oo, Ii@aa, hio
cpdtxrotic cone ol ho »ar led to hio dis.desal Tion
this =z nnerative wositio.. [ie bthe. «ssocialcd
hinseliy vith the "Literary Gqrlnue” (o vhich he
contriputou articlos rd gkoetehos, two of vhich he

+ 12
[

ntiliced i . his next romace "the Choadicd orotianrs?,
pu lished in 1#4G. This Look wus well reeclved

iv Ca.ada but the audicuce was too 1l.died to pro-
vide the guthor with a livinpy. Locog:lzir, tiils he
tarned »ack to Joorudlism, 1. 18D0 he weut to ifow

Yorl: vherce he tried 1.« vai.. to ada .t his tales to
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a new pudlencc. He revained his vride to the last,
dying of starvat . on io 1452,
Richardso.: puoslished many boclio noost o. vhich
are 1ot worthy or neatiou. Dut he vas the [irst Cal-
adlan of letters in Upper Canala. Uis slpnilicence in
Canadian Litercture iics in the fact thal "Vecousta',
his nmnsterplece is the pioneer o) the historical
novel In Carade £..¢ his vork ls oo carly atten v teo
give crurcscion to the stirit oo Canndie: petlionality.
With Richa.dson's work on the romautic historical
asovel should ve mentioncd ihat ol Rosaone (Mullins)
Le.rchon (1832-79), already named as a coutributor
to the "Literary Corpland®. vhe was a liscleng resident
ol Honireasl, LClng edueanted at the Co.gregantiow of
Totre oo oo was Eichar son's nothor. it 16 years
of ago she had puolished her Tivet rovel "Ida Lerce,ord”
which vao nuclished serially iu the "Literary Garland";
a renarkablc work for a girl ir her tecns. In 1889
ghe -uvlishew "The Ma..or House or de Villeral', and

in 1864, "Antoinetite de ilirecourt", aud has several
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ovher works ii: prousc and verue 40 her credit, Hor
charwtiers sud sct.ings arc almost entirely Conadian
and she seens w0 have coasclougly set oub to create
an entireLy national literature which chould por-
tray iise and social customs of l'rench Canada both
before und after the Conguest. I her "Antoinette
de Hirecours" she appears as the firgt Canadian
welter to esplorc the history, maniers and custons
ol wugvuee undar, the old regime as well ns the new,
der vorx was osopoatediy translatzsd into ¥rench.
Her & tories are told with an engaging swestuess and
taste, and though the construstion of her plots is
not stroang, the i:xlcrcet seldon flags. She zlves
a raithful .icturc of the domestle lile of the
Canadiennes, their vacial ambitions and their relis-
ious zeal, ©She caughl the spniuit of srench Canada,
ve it an appealiug Literary form.
loved it and gav,.

It is wnot yrom the point of view of intrinsie

literary morit, however, that her romsuces ape

entitled to n crmanent place ia the nntivistie
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liternturce of Ganada, lnther 1t 1s ..cuuoce ohe wns
distinesly ins dircd o axorecs the ational o iri. of
Canada. o nnve already noticed 2h ¢ oeiw ccoou foll
a0 avake.lny co selouness oo this uatlonal oo .ouw Lub
1. ﬁvi, Loprohon's work the ‘o 16 ¢ AlsLinet coane’ ouu=
ness o1 thios opisit,

dor verse shown tho ‘nfluenco of the siglish
romantic noveno.t. (£ n mypiiend aad a%&%i nol nature
sho 18 1 olined too mueh to po . timo.te vy wouns of
Canndin: .ature nroe vest aud theas b net 114041y
naticanlistle thoy chor n co~welow. love of hor nntivo
sountry. Ti hor latuce  ooms she ¢ rwo uearc.’, o
goen ing Troo hop prooatout vonkouos L amely, locs of
potrienl snoolancos.  The felio/iung lines nro £rom hen
"Goarpaer Lve ing's
$oo, Ciloiag out off thnt eopoc, dark and Orog,

Jhe Pire £lico,

Jael onrely hip Plickorig ianod
phroaniugy gluanl g a0y 088
Like mpoteora, obLr

glor hillside and neowdos, and dow=-Laie . onh
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Contrastiug wiith ripple on riveor and strea,

A9

fitervestely playing i shadow and beam;

whe falacss ol bLesubty £1iils henring acd sight

Yhroughont the still hours oi a calm swmaer iht,
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We huve oo ©opr notled how the prowling spirlt
of Cenadls:. nationnlity ha~ heen expressed in +~he
works of YHowe, Hellburtsn, Blehsr-ison snd Mrs,
lLeprenhon. lthough certnin of thess wri-ers onme
pozed ver @ they were sll e2aentially writers of
prase, Largely through the encsureagement of the
"Literary Garlend” ¢ large .ody of nrouve wrlting wes
produced durin,. this period. Throughout the work
of the netlvistisc snd emi . re writers a  rowlng
love of Csnade and g spirit of patrliotism is
becoming more und more manifest. Many of the
ewi, re writers hsd a lrating influsnce on
Canadlan 1 %era ure nd thelr efforts cre wdr thy
a3f consl eratisn. ut it 1s in the nssive-horn
writers befsre Confederutisna thet our chief
interezt lies ovnd we will sow turn to osbserve
how the n:tisnal opirlt wes graduslly swskening
in the works of the n:tiviatlia noetn,

Nave *eotlie, the »ldest provinee of Canada,

he o not only produced for us the firot greet prose
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writer, but has alsp given us the first poet of
any aceount.,. Nativlistie poetry in Canada did not
takke "orm till lete in the flret querter of tne luth
coent rys In 1825 Oliver uUnldemith (1v8lelu6l), &
grand-neéphew 5 the Knglish poet, publi . «vd his
poem 'The Hliuslng “Yilluge”. The asuthor wes oorn
at Annapolis, Nove "potiam, Iin the yewur thut his
fether, s Loyaliat and c--3oldier of the Americen
Revnintion settled there. !le diled In Liverpnsl,
inglend after & long »fflciel service in his
natlve country.

"The Llalng Villaye is importent becsuse it
132 the first poer of ey length by e nstive author
to be puhlished in »un Censde snd Great wltain.
1t 1s of further zignificence vecau-e it lllustretes
+he trend of Loysliast literature which we notil~-ed
in an earlier pmg««' It 1+ the {irst poetlc rew
pre:ssntation 3f the experience by which the
Loyallats triumpied over home slcknes. and material

obstaeley ard cune %0 love »hd have Inith in the
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land of their adoptisine. /s regards thes subjeot mutter
then, the poem ls genulnely Cunndlen. lut the form
an' royme, the dlctlon, the charaoters-end the
setting. are all driinitely imitative of the alder
Goldo—ithe Dot since 1t la correct in form snd
musical and (ives 8 true picture of Loyamlist

hlstory, the poem may he regerded as the baginning

af nativiastlc poetry.

The r'>llowing extrac:s 1llustrete clearly how
closely 'The Rising Ville; e’ %z mo'elled on the
"Deserted Village®,

*rom "The Rising Village"

#hen Winter r+les the sad invaerted year,

tnd ice and snow alternately sappear,

sports not less welcome llightly they es:ay,

To chnie the long end tedin: s no rs away,.

Here ren,ed in joy»o.: groups sround the fire,

Jepols vl fretks enmch honest heart inspireg

Ard 1 some renturodnsg you%ﬁ ohtaln & klan,

The . cme's reward, snd summlt of itr bllarn,
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ipplandling; avouts, the vietor's prize scelelm,
‘el eavery tongue wvugments his well earned famej
While all the modest falyr one's blushes tell
necesans hed ~rowned hi. fandest hopes tos well.
Dear hur ble sports, 9hl long may you impary
A gulleless pleasure to the youthful hesrt.

From "The Dg.erted Village"
How often have I ble=t the coming day,
When roll remittlng lent 1ta "urn to play,
And all the villaye traln, from labour free,
Led up thelr sports henrath the apreading treej
While many s pratime circled in the =zhade,
The young :ontending us the old survey'd;
ind many e -ombo) froliek'd o'er the uround,
ind sleir~hts of ert and fests of straen.th

went roundj

ind still, as esch repeated pleasurs tired,
auecceedling aports the mirthful bund inspiredg
The denecing polir that simply rought renown

By holding out to tire each other down:
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The swaln mistrustless of his smutted fece,
While secret laughter titter'd round the place;
The bashful virgin's sidelong looks of live,
The matron's glance that would those looks
reprove:
The se wergugharMﬁ, swest villege ! sports like
these
With swest successlisn, taught e'ean toll to
please,
flthough Nova Secotia has the distinectlion of
glving us the first native-born poet, Upper Canada
was the birth place of the first Canadian poet to
make extensive use 5 Canadian subject matter.
Churle. sngater (182:-93), was the son.of a
Seottish Loyalist who moved to Upper Canada after
the Hevolutlon. He wes born st Kingston, Ontario,
end followad a Civil “ervice career at King:ston
and Ottswem, Practically all his wrlting was donse
before Confederation so we are justified in treating

him as & pre-Confederatlion poet,
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Sangaterta blrth, educatisn and life work made
him Caneédlen in thought »nd fesling. In his poetry
he caught Lhe upirit of the nationsliatic movement
inangurated by the "Literary Gerland” %o employ
Canadian meterial, He published the "8t, Lawrence
and the ‘aguenay, and Other Poems”, in 1886, and
“Hesperus snd Other Foems', in LB60.

Sangster had little educa ion but he was a
great resder and a lover of poetry. Ilils flrast
publlicatlion slresdy ment!oned, was wrltten under
the infl :ence of Hyron's work snd the verse form
is distinetly imit. . tive., jut the subjrot matter
is entirely Cunedlan, :nd whereas Gold mith'a
work waes in descriptive atyle, “angater is & lyrie
noet responiing deeply *o the v gle end besnty of
Canedian nature, His firat work is @ reansn e bo
Nature's call st e+ yet oontslined no npte of
nstionel feeling. But In 18 second publleation
"Heaperus snd Other Poama”, there 1s a distinetly
netional tone. In his work can be seen, for the

first time in Cansdian .oetry, the eodausclouuly
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felt sentiment of netionality.

In hls Nature poetry the influence of Wordse
worth 1s apparent. Note how he identifies himself
with nature or at least shows als affinlty to 1t
in these lines from "The Falls of the Chaudiere,
Ottawsa”:

"Within my pearl-roofed shell,

Whose floor i1s woven w'th the iris bright,
Genius and “ueen 5f the Chaudiere I dwell,

As irn a world of immaterial light,

I've seen the eras ~lide
With Muffled tresd *o thelr eternal dreams,
While I have lived ln vale and mountain sidae,

With leaping torrents and sweel purling streams.

As Jangster lacked a cultural background he
exhibits no deep philosophy of 1life, bu:t he did
have a fine sar for simple cadence and a passione

ate love of Canadlan scenery.
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But he was not limited merely to lNsture poetry.
Az already stated his work in "Hesperu. and Other
Prama portray for the firast time in poetry the
sense 5f natlonal unlity. 3Such poems es "4 fiong
for Canada", “Walfe”,‘"ﬁngland and Amerlcs”,
show such vigour and stirring 0 the nstional
1-pul.¢ thet he deserves; the vener:>lon 1n which

he 15 held az "the father af Conadian poetry",
The following lines from the poem "Broek”

express his sense of nationality.
"Arook™

October 13th, 1859
Once volce, one people, one in heart
And soul, snd feeling, and desire!
Re~light the amouldering martial fire,
Sound the mute trumpet, strike the lyre,
The hero deld c¢nn not expire,

The dead still plhy thelr part.

There remsing but one more wrilter %o consider

in following the growth of Oanadian natlionality
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to 1867. Thie is Charles Mair, somotime galled
the dean of Canadian muthors. At Confederation
Malr was only 39 yoears of age, but nevertheless
he was a stelwert member of the "Canade First
Party”.

Born at Lanark, Ontario, he studied at
Queen's University from where he entered the
Civil service at Ottawa. Hent to Northwest in
1869, his experiecnces as paynuster in the firast
expedition, brought him into early contact
with the life of the West. He took part in the
suypression of the Riel Rebellion, wae sube |
scquently in the Immigration service at ¥innipeg,
and only died in British Columbia in 1%37.

Mair'e first pooms vere published in 1868,
one year after Confederation but previous to
thie he had contributed a variety ol journslistic
efforts to the newcpapers of the .ny. His first
volume "Dreaml-nd and Other Posms® contained

msny gems of desgripiive verse.
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His best work is marked by precise and exact
observation and eonlorful deseription as well
as considerable imaginative power and einging
ability. The following lines from “The Pire~Flies",
a2 truly beautiful poem well conveye his lyrical
ability.
This is the hour
¥hen fire-flies £1it nbout each lofty crag,
And down the valleys sail on lucid wing,
Luring their spouses to the love-docked bower,
I sce them glimmer where the waters lag
By winding bays, and to the willows sing;
And, far away, where etands the forest dim,
Huge-built of old, their tremulous lights are seen.
This poem is in the volume memtioned above.
Other works worthy of mention in the same group
are “The pPines”, "The Last Bison”, and "Auguet”.
Although Sangster is recognized as the first

genuine Canadisn poet, the legitimate forerunner

and founder of the nature scho:l of poetry, is
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Charles Mair. Of the pre~Qonfederation gchool
his diresct desoendant in thought is Charles
Gs De Roberts.

The most ambitious of Hair's poems ism the
historical drampA ™lecumseh”. More important
from the standpoint of this essay than his nature
poetry, is the fact that Mair, a member of the
Canada "Pirst Party, is aiso the real forerunner
of postry touching on Canada's distinetive national
gpirit and her international relations. The
drama *Tecumseh®, is founded on the invasion of
Cannds by OGeneral Mull in 181:2; the surrender of
Detroit; the assistance Tecumseh rendered Brock
in defeating the Americans and his own death
at Moraviantown. The play is written in blonx
verse, in a sim.le, narrative atyle, occasionally
rising to dramatic intensity, but 1t was never
intended to be acted. The materials of the play
do not compose into a drama. MNeither the pere
sonality of the cemiral figure, nor the interwoven
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love plot avail to fuse the different elements of
the story. Even as a dramatic poem, it is marred
by the stiffness, the grandiloguence, and the
mechanical uniformity of the style. But the work
reveals an understanding appreciastion of certain
features of Indian life and contains many lines
of great sirength and felicity and deserves to
be remembered as one of the few efforts to
deamatize Canadian hiastory in verse.

Bat certain of his shorter poema convey
more clearly the forward looking s 1rit of the
poet, His poem "In Memory of ¥illiam A. Foster®
from which the following lines i taken, is
imbued with that spirit,

But mark, by fate's strong finger traced,
Our country's rise; sec time unfold,
In our own land, a nation based

on manly deeds, not lust for gold.
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Piret feel, throughout the throbbing land
A nation's pulse, a netion's pride-w
The independant life~-~then stand

Erect, unbound, at Rritain's side!

The spirit iz just as clearly evident in the follow=
ing lines taken from "In Memory of Thomas D'Arcy

MeGeo™

And in his visions true
There came high forms snewe-

Dinm outlines of a nation yet to stand,
Enit to the mmpires fate,

In power and viriue great,
The lords and reapers of a virgin lande-
A mighty realm where Liberty

ghall roof the northern ¢limes from sea to sea.

The sentiment of the port as sxpressed here

is definitely a precursor of tie view widely

held in Canada to-day.
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In the year 1867 the provinoes of British
Rorth America were united in a _blitical federation
as the Dominion of Canada. It is sy.arent from
the foregoing pasges that the spirit of national
consclousness woas moving strongly within the
people at ihat time as expressod through the poets
ani the prose writers. What a change of thought
had taken place in one brief century! In the
first yart of this work ve followed this change
in the field of politics, but more interesting
than this is the change of heart we have gradually
seen take place in the pecple as represenied by
the works studied. To the early Loyalist settlers,
Canada was simply a place of refuge--a land to
be lePt asg soon as it was safe to 4o B0} a land
of "plereing, wet, and wintry s:ies." But with
the new generation,«~the sons snd daughters of
these early settlers--g new conseption arose.
Canada to t.em was home} there was no yearning

in their hearts for a return to the former “happy
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land”s They looked to the futurs for haypiness
ond «id not 4 ell in thoughts of the ynst. In
this new concrption we can see the forward spirit
which brought about Qonfederation. ég;; it ie
the "Pathers of Confederation” sre Jjustly heiled
88 benefsctors of ocur country, but dhat could
thelir political mandﬁa@mr% have avalled if the
spirit had not been ripe in the heerts of the
peoples Who or whnt was responsible for this
fesling? From the time of the later Loynlistpew
those of the second generstion--to Confedcorntion,
the spirit of Nationality has been galning a
stronger and etronger volece largely through the
influence of such writcrs as we have studiad.

Nor should we neglect the work of the great
explorers such as Alcxnnder Mackenzie for did not
they meke & nition possible by showeing the peoyle

the vestness of their heritage.
Joseph Howe is one of the greatest figures

in Canedian Xistorye A great ptatesman with
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literary genius he found the soul of his peogle
end showod them the Nova Scotia of the future,
Hie colleagun, Richard Chandler Haliburton, a
greater figure in the field of literature, went
even Turther; he conceived an Impire; a union
of England, Canada and the United States.

In Upper Canads the people were made ¢onscious
of their hercic puet and noble heritage by the
works of John Richardson and Mrs. Leprohon. DPut
it remained for the yoets to atir the flame of
national consciousness with their songs of brave
deeds and noble ambitions, It is to them that
we are indebted for sering the beauties of Canada
and for our faith in her future.

In nothing, if not poetry, doos the pride of
country express itselfs In the writings of no
other country does the love of the land express
itself more than in Canadian literature. The
anture movement begun by Sangster and given iis

real impetus by Meir has been car-ied on by a
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long line of natlons) goets whos» genlus has
brought them r-cognition on both sides of the
Atlantic., Thelr sork exproesscs a national
eonsclouencss uf the prleh and vuried beauty of
Cansiuae

Rationel consciocusness is vital for the
future welfare of Cenade; it is ¢ssontial that,
vhatever language we speak, we should feel that
we sre one people. Thie sense of union cannot
eome through race, language or religion. ut
Cenadiang can be onc in their love of the land and
their pride in Cansdian achievemcnts The surest
way to this is building uyon & nutlonel literature
which was so effective in uniting the provinces

in 1867,
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