
The Influence of Canadian 

Literature Upon the Growth 

of Canadian Nationality 

to Confederation 

(]U-(S'wCA 

^ 

nv? 

->v? 

tfftfVt/N^o %\&JU) t 

0, 

«v 

. <?. a,nt D, iij7. 
u 
MUOMQMB 

VMM* 

Vtftytf y 



UMI Number: EC56203 

INFORMATION TO USERS 

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy 

submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations 

and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper 

alignment can adversely affect reproduction. 

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript 

and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized 

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion. 

® 

UMI 
UMI Microform EC56203 

Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC 
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against 

unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code. 

ProQuest LLC 
789 East Eisenhower Parkway 

P.O. Box 1346 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 



A Thesis presented to 

the Faculty of the Graduate 

School of the University 

of Ottawa in Candidacy 

for the Degree of Master 

of Arts by 

Reginald Thomas Greer 

B. Comm. 

Ottawa, April 1937 





(1 ) 

Th© political history of Canada is the 

barefaced record of a series of events with­

out question as to why such events occurred. 

But if we have regard for th© spiritual and 

social aspect and asks What was it that 

brought about Responsible government in th© 

various provinces? What mad© it possible to 

bring about a union of the separate provin­

ces in Confederation? we must answer that 

the people in the British Worth American 

Provinces were gradually coming to see them­

selves, their country and their institutions 

from a national point of view, and were 

gradually expressing, with more and more 

conscious fervour and power both in poetry 

and prose, their growing interest and love 

of Canada and the Canadian viewpoint. 

Ill the following pages I have endeavoured 

to summarize as briefly as possible th© politi­

cal events of British North America from the 
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Treaty of Paris in 1763 to Confederation 1867. 

From here I have presented a study of those 

Canadian born writers who have had a definite 

influence on Canadian Literature and attempted 

to show that the national spirit in politics 

was coincident with and largely a result of 

the growth of the national sentiment amongst 

our native-born writers. 

I must apologize for failure to evaluate 

French Canadian literature for any attempt on 

my part to do so would be of necessity, of.a 

second hand nature. Undoubtedly a work of 

this kind will suffer irreparably by the ne­

glect of such a body of literature as has been 

written in French. But to avoid any misunder­

standing I wish the reader to remember that I 

have not considered Canadian native literature 

in general but simply English Canadian litera­

ture. 
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An American author once said in one of his 

early books, writing at Niagara and gaxjng 

northward, "I look across the cataract to a 

country without a history. " History', "mat 

country of the New ^orld can unroll such a 

pageant of valorous deeds and notable achie­

vements. In what country can we read of 

such fortitude and resolution as in the story 

of our ancestors subduing the mighty rivers, 

impenetrable forests and fierce savages. 

From the shores of the St. Lawrence went 

forth the men who opened the continent to 

its inmost heart; before the English set­

tler® had crossed the Alleghanies. The 

streets of Montreal have been thronged 

with painted warriors from the far west, 

from th® north and the south; mingling 

with boisterous voyageurs, with th© white 

coated soldiers of the French king, and 

with the scarlet uniforms of th© British 
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Crown. For lontreal has been sinca earliest 

times the vortex of our national life; the 

bottleneck through which passed th© beads 

and blankets and the untold wealth of furs. 

8ut the early story of old Queb©© is 

more than a tale of struggle against nature 

and savages; it is an epic of man's inhuma­

nity to man; of two civillasd nations warring 

to th© death and being prayed upon by a com­

mon foe, the Indiana* 

The conquest of Canada and the Peace of 

Paris made th© French Canadians subjects of 

th© British King and fellow subjects with 

those wholly dissimilar British colonists, 

who had no instinct or tradition of whole­

hearted obedience, and a few of whom, genera­

lly bad specimens of their kind, found their 

way into Canada. A moat difficult situation 

was created for the British Government. That 

Qoverraaent wished to troat its new subject® 
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with the fullest consideration, to respect 

their religion and their customs. At the 

same time the British ministers wished to 

extend to the French Canadians British laws 

and Institutions within reason because those 

lnws and institutions embodied, so it was 

assumed, better conditions of life than the 

Canadians had hitherto known, and because it 

was desired to convert the Canadians gradu­

ally into British citizens. Further, it was 

desired, so far as possible while concilia­

ting the French Canadians, not to run counter 

to the wishes of the neighbouring British 

colonies, and also if possible to meet th© 

wishes of the small but noisy British minor­

ity in Canada, and to make Canada an attract­

ive field for British settlers. The only 

possible result then was a measure of 

compromise* 
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Canada under the British began with military 

rule and flourished with military rule. The Cana­

dians had been accustomed to it or something 

closely akin to it. French Colonization was born 

of the State, It was reared by the ^tate, it was 

controlled by th© state. Its essence was feuda­

lism, imported from the old world to the new, 

but was not as in the old world a growth but a 

creation of the Crown. In New France the author­

ity of the Church and Crown was absolute. The 

habitants had been brought up under authority 

and had inherited discipline. Military men, 

therefore, who had known discipline themselves, 

and who were by reason of their calling, King's 

men, who moreover, had learnt to respect the 

bravery of the French Canadians, sympathized 

with them more and understood them better than 

did civilians, and far better than well meaning 

ministers in far off England. 
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Although civil government was established 

by the proclamation of 1763, soldier governors 

were continued. James Murray, the first gover­

nor, and Sir Guy Carleton, were both in sympa­

thy with the Canadians, and Carleton urged as 

little interference as possible with their 

laws and customs, and the importance of employ­

ing the Canadian seignors in the King's service, 

thereby giving the personal link they had known 

under the old regime. The absence of this re­

cognition left the Canadian noblesse half­

hearted in their new allegiance. The 

introduction of English law and institutions 

led to a general uneasiness. The habitants 

found the bonds of discipline relaxed and 

began to forget obedience. The noisy British 

minority clamoured for an Assembly, on the 

model of the adjoining colonies and they made 

the French peasantry familiar with all the 

claptrap expressions of colonial democracy. 
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It was in this state of general unrest that Car­

leton guided the Quebec Act through the British 

Parliament in 1774. 

Unfortunately the Act which was passed to 

alleviate the evils in Canada, gave great offence 

to the old colonies, already on the eve of revolt, 

mainly because it included the Western territor­

ies within the Province of Quebec, those lands 

which the New England colonies looked upon as 

their own sphere of expansion; nor did it satis­

fy the British minority as it made no provision 

for an elected assembly. But the Canadians on 

the other hand regarded it with great satis­

faction; it safeguarded their religion and gave 

them their own laws in civil matters. The Act 

created a Legislative council but not on an 

elective basis. 

The passing of the Quebec Act was followed 

almost immediately by the American War of Inde­

pendence. In the war the Canadians on the whole 
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were neutral, they were a recently conquered 

people with no great reason to love their 

conquerors, and they were Invited and urged 

to rise for freedom and Imaginary privileges 

which they did not understand, on the other 

hand, they liked their soldier governors; 

some of them at least, recognized the kindly 

dealing of the Quebec Act. But if they had 

no great love for the English overseas, they 

had certainly less reason to love those of 

the adjoining colonies. The better class 

still retained some sentiment for a King 

and these generally fought against their re­

volting neighbours* The majority however 

remained neutral. 

The result of the war was that Canada 

remained within the British Empire with far 

greater relative importance now that the 

other colonies had broken away* and that 
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the Loyalist emmigration from the United States 

led to the creation of two new provinces, New 

Brunswick which was the mainland of Nova Scotia, 

and Upper Canada the hinterland of Quebec. 

These Loyalists brought with them intense hat­

red for the newly formed United States, intense 

loyalty to Britain but strong traditions and 

instincts of colonial self-government. Their 

coming to Quebec created a new set of condi­

tions. The British population of Canada was 

now no longer an insignificant minority, but 

a strong body of substantial citizens whose 

political training had been wholly different 

from that of the Canadians. They settled 

mainly in a part of the province which the 

French had not colonized; and this fact made 

it possible, and, it was thought, desirable, 

to divide the province and give to either 

part a separate administration. After care­

ful attention was given to all the facts 
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of the ease this course was taken, and by the 

Constitutional Act of 1791, the Province of 

Quebec was divided into Upper and Lower Cana­

da, each province to have a constitution of 

its own, but neither province being given full 

control of its revenues or of its executive 

officers. Thus it was hoped that by dividing 

the old province friction would be avoided and 

that French Canada, being side by side with a 

British Province, and enjoying the same insti­

tutions, would gradually become assimilated 

without jealousy or ill-will. 

Did the Act achieve the ends for which 

it was passed? This is very doubtful. Unfor­

tunately, at almost any time between 1783 and 

1867 the arguments for having one Canada or 

two Canadas left little to choose between 

them. But it may be concluded that from 1791 

onward until Lord Durham's time, there were 

two Canadas, one mainly French, the other 
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mainly English, each province enjoying repre­

sentative institutions without responsible 

government, and the Legislatures consisting 

in either case of a nominated Legislative 

Council and an elected Assembly. There were 

thus abundant opportunities for discord* be­

tween the two governors; between the provinces 

as Upper Canada was now an inland colony depen­

dent upon its sister province in the matter of 

customs duties; between the races and religions 

wherever French and English came in contact; 

finally between the two branches of the legis­

lature—the Council as representing the Crown 

and the Assembly as representatives of the 

people. Finally it may be said that the his­

tory of the two provinces from 1791 till the 

Act of Union, is a story of friction of the 

last named kind, coloured by racial and reli­

gious animosities. 
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Although practically all our time so far 

has been devoted to the troubles in the Cana­

das, Constitutional evils were not unknown in 

the Maritimes. But the story is not such a 

stormy one because of the homogeneous nature 

of the population—there were no racial or 

religious differences. The fight here was a 

straight constitutional issue. But the strug­

gle for responsible government in Nova Scotia 

and New Brunswick was virtually one with that 

in Canada. 

An Assembly was first granted Nova Scotia 

in 1758. At this time the sparsely populated 

province was really an economic part of the 

New England colonies. The province was con­

trolled by a governor and the history of Nova 

Scotia's relations with the British Colonial 

Office is remarkable during this period for 

its absence of discord. But the American 
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Revolution with its resulting influx of Loyal­

ists to Nova Scotia created new political con­

ditions as it did in Canada. The Loyalists, 

educated as they were in Colonial self-govern­

ment were soon dissatisfied with the old type 

of government. Dissatisfaction came to a head 

after the War of 1812 against the Family Com­

pact—that group into whose hands power had. 

been concentrated during the war of defence. 

The fight for Responsible government 

really begins in 1835 when Joseph Howe 

attacked the Family Compact in his paper 

the "Nova Scotian". As a result of his legal 

victory in this memorable fight, he was elect­

ed to the Assembly and was soon the recognized 

leader of the Reform movement. But it was not 

till after the adoption of Lord Durham's re­

port that the battle for free government was 

really fought. New Brunswick had, since its 

beginning, always been strongly Loyalist and 
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Sir John Harvey, the Governor, attempted to in­

troduce the principle of Lord John Russell's 

despatch of October 16, 1839 into the government 

of his province. But strange to say, the New 

Brunswick Assembly, by a small majority, refused 

to accept the principle, not valuing the freedom 

offered it. 

In Nova Scotia, on the other hand, the Gov­

ernor suppressed Russell's despatch, and made no 

allusion to its having been received. In 1840, 

in the Nova Scotia Assembly, Howe introduced 

four resolutions asserting the doctrine of res­

ponsible government, and declaring want of con­

fidence in the existing Executive Council. The 

resolutions were adopted. 

Representations were made to the Governor 

but his obstinacy led to his recall by Russell 

in 1840. The next few years are a story of 

fierce personal contests between Howe and the 

new Governor, but with the appointment of Earl 
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Grey as Colonial Secretary, victory was at last 

in sight. In 1846 Grey sent a despatch to Gover­

nor Harvey telling him to put Responsible govern­

ment into effect at the earliest possible moment. 

In the election of 1848 the Reform Party was vic­

torious and Uniacke was elected the first premier 

of a British Responsible Government overseas. 

In the meantime in Canada, in conformance 

with Lord Durham's Report completed in 1839, the 

Imperial Parliament passed the Act of Union in 

the following year uniting Upper and Lower Canada 

into one province under one legislature. It was 

indeed most fortunate that such a man as Lord 

Sydenham was the first Governor of the United 

Provinces. His task was to delay Responsible 

government until the Gountry was ready for it. 

He it was who had accomplished the Union -of the 

two provinces, overcoming the strong racial and 

political objections of Lower Canada particularly. 

It remained for him to assure the working of the 

new plan and he did everything that most needed 
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doing at the time except granting the final step 

in Responsible Government. He taught the people 

how to carry on the business of a responsible 

executive; but he did not give them a responsible 

Prime Minister. All important legislation ema­

nated from the Governor, not from the Assembly. 

The Reform leaders tried to persuade him to 

choose a leader from the party in power. Syden­

ham refused. He felt and Britain felt with him, 

that if final power were placed in the hands of 

a Canadian, Ganada would soon cease to be a 

colony of Britain. 

But the spade work had been done by Syden­

ham; responsibility was at last in sight. With 

a responsible Assembly,9^a responsible Council, 

only one final step was necessary. 

In 1847 Lord Elgin arrived in Canada com­

mitted to Responsible Government. In that year 

the Reform Party regained the power which had 

been in the hands of the Tories for the pre-
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ceding session. Elgin showed his policy by 

choosing his ministry from the party in power 

and it seemed at last Responsible Government 

was won. But there remained a severe testing 

for the new won responsibility. In 1844 the 

Rebellion Losses Bill raised such a tempest 

In Lower Ganada that with a man of less cour­

age or more selfish interests, Responsible 

Government would have broken down. But in 

spite of his personal opinion in the matter, 

Elgin supported the government although op­

posed to the measure, and signed the Bill 

making it law. Responsible Government had 

been tried and found not wanting* 

There remains but the final step in 

our constitutional history—Confederation. 

In 1848 a union of all the provinces was 

but an impossible dream because of such 

strong local feeling, but certain political 

and economic factors made a federal union 
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the logical conclusion of the long fight for 

freedom. These causes which now led to the 

drawing together of the provinces into one 

dominion, were partly provincial, and partly 

imperial. The remarkable progress of the 

United states stimulated a desire on the 

part of the several provinces to pursue a 

similar career. 

The presence of this great power along­

side of the provinces became somewhat of a 

menace to the weak colonies, especially as 

the republic had a large army tout lately 

engaged in internal strife, but now not un­

willing to engage in a foreign war. The 

Trent affair at the beginning of the Ameri­

can Civil "far, when war seemed Imminent be­

tween Britain and the United State®, forced 

the fact of their own weakness very strongly 

on the British colonies. 
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In Canada, as we have seen, the struggle 

for representation by population had brought 

on a serious crisis over th© Rebellion Losses 

Bill. The Act of Union had been of service; 

such progress had been made, but a stable 

government was found impossible, and some 

constitutional change was inevitable. 

Commercial considerations were also work­

ing towards a union. The Reciprocity Treaty 

between Canada and the United States, negoti­

ated by Lord Elgin, and which had worked to 

the advantage of the British colonies, was 

about to lapse. It was necessary to find a 

new field of commerce and Finance Minister 

Gait saw the solution In a commercial union 

of the provinces. 

The struggle for freedom in the old 

thirteen colonies had fused them into one 

in the pursuit of a common object and their 

constitution had been of their own devising, 
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but th© remedies for colonial misgovernment 

had, in the case of Canada and the Maritime 

Province®, been suggested by British states­

men. Now once again th© Imperial Parliament 

was pressing for improvement in colonial gov­

ernment. Between 1850 and 1860 railroad 

building called for huge investments and the 

Mother Country was called upon to do the 

financing. But British bankers refused to 

risk their fortunes in the face of such po­

litical instability; a united government was 

necessary to give strength to the promises 

of good faith. 

Finally, the necessity for westward 

expansion was becoming more and more apparent, 

if that great hinterland, defined in the Act 

of 1791, was to be retained as a field for 

Canadian expansion. The settling of the 

American west was proceeding rapidly and 

encroachments had already begun. A vigorous 
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policy on the part of the British provinces 

was necessary, and the isolated effort of one 

province was not sufficient. 

The British Government heartily approved 

of the Confederation and assisted the project 

in its adoption by the several provinces, on 

the 4th of December, 1866 representatives of 

Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick agreed 

upon certain resolutions. A Bill was then 

formulated and introduced infco the Imperial 

Parliament and on March 29, 1867, it was 

passed as the British North America Act. 

A British Journal of the time stated: 

"The Confederation scheme of Canada solves, 

not for itself alone, but for other colonies, 

the problem of how to transmute a jealous 

dependency Into a cordial ally. " Undoubtedly 

the union of th® four provinces of British 

America bore a stately aspect. Compared with 

th© petty struggles, in which all the provinces 
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had engaged, there was a breadth and scope about 

Confederation most imposing. 
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So *;roup of people really becomea a nation 

until It has a literature, and one of the foot 

intereatiu • and iliiu lasting ways in which to 

study th«. hi.Jtor;- of a country is to trace Its 

development in its literal ,r«» 

The political olrounetnaeee of Caw.de are so 

exceptional that a«most every problem which ean 

arise In the domain of politics has been, at some 

time or ot!er, encountered by our statesmen, 

^ueations of mce, pt Ian »uar*e, cf religion, of 

•ducat*on-*que©tiona of local '•o-erm-ent, of pro­

vincial autonony, of federal unlon»-of the re­

lative obligations between an Imperial central 

power and aulf Rovernln*' colonies, have all been, 

of necessity, threshed out in the Dominion of 

Canada. Their iin&erlyin; pri clplea h«ve tot 

only bmm laid bar®, but legislation h>is built 

firm social and political structures about th<*r. 

For this reason there has always been a ̂ reat leal 

of political pumphlttearing In Canada and of solid 

http://Caw.de
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thinking sl*o whieii, l a i n t e r ey*f and in huegmr 

ocMBualti«0» would have been expanded Into books. 

Much ra*pect I s dtto a peogthlft upon » serious oubjeet 

beeatiee I t i e wr i t t en , not for eoney, frut be. *u*e 

the v r l t o r has a pr inciple to aot ."orth* These 

pejeipt&lstis eoiae utrel 'ht fron the brain of e mm 

beoeuae no oannot iielp writing* Great upheaval* 

b&v® been ©&ua«i by ouoh writ ings because they 

are l ike aparto i*ailing upon iuflacaeble mater ia l . 

MUOB of t h i s writing devotes i t s e l f to Responsible 

rtoveraaeatt ©titers to a union of the eolo«i**f 

s t i l l ot?*©rs to organisation of the fiisspir®. For 

these rstaon® th© numbers of our irose writer* who 

have devoted! thea**lree to pnrllnr^-ntary nnd eon-

• t i t u t l o j a l history ruA lnw 1© lr.r^e* Put the r o l l 

Of ©tioa writer® 1* a lo i r one and a^nee i s Uni ted! 

nor I s i t mr intention to d'.il a t m,y X>*,;th with 

t h i s type of l i t e r a t u r e . o*m«dien-historical toon* 

swat* *re readi ly ecoosslble o tho t t .^ent of 

Canadian l iat . tr? end strong tho reeovd» uf le^ ls ln t iva 

http://iat.tr
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debates, journell^tle e'Htorlsls, report® of ftoyal 

eommlsslo*?» end oorro«'-un^enee ©<" Mtttorloal 

figures, Ss to be found a weelth of instructive 

reading. Along with th© good is the bad but It is 

isy intention to devote this work chiefly to the 

study of imaginative literature. 

&® In the early pn"ea of this work I endeavoured 

to^reee the political development fronj the date of 

th® Conquest 2 will endeavour to follow th© history 

of Canadian literature during the earn© period. 

naturally i)n:li*h Canadian Literature has it® 

origin in Hove aootla, the oldest of the provlaees, 

and the on® i-ost lively to be eXnested by its close 

proxl; ity to the hn^lish colonies on the south. 

Tory little «r?tln^ w«® done in British Hortb 

Araeri a between th© tin® of the Con (uest and the 

American Revolution* The time® wer« troubled, the 

people unsettled. There were printed In Halifax 

a few journal® written by clwsynen QT travellers, 

a few voluwe® of iM-jmo e, prevers and v«*rse; 
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nothing"more. But the study ©f J^lisb Canadian 

literature dates fror, this period beeense elth 

the expulsion of the Indians in 1756 and the re* 

suiting influx of Puritans fwsn Hew Inland, Move. 

Aeotle seme under the Influence of Harvard eultur® 

and rurltanlero* AS a result the writing of th© 

period Is devoted nl* ost entirely to r;il3^ious matters. 

these settlers from Hew T&rtlsnA bed few Interests 

outside their ehureh end it 1© not surprisilnu then 

thst the litera cure shoultt fee of this nature. But 

it Is Interesting to note thnt the beat writings 

©JUS® sot from th© pens of the Purlten Conformists 

but from that of e dissentur to th® now established 

religion* It is to be expeeted that la » new 

country where rue;©<3 1 idividuolism and ©elf •reliance 

are prere iuleite to life that dissenters would re* 

volt agslast th© narrow Hi*© oi* rurltealsu. 

But the Puritan eontrit'Utlon to Canadian liters* 

ture vm* episodic and their claim to a permanent 

contribution to Canadian oulture lies in the 
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achievement of the educational institution whloh 

they found*6>~4eadl* University* 

As we have noticed In an earlier page one 

result of th© American War of Independence, was 

a great migration of loyal Jfew England colonists 

into British Worth America. Before the war of 

1819 large numbers of these had settled in love 

Seotle* and to a lesser decree in Upper Ge&ads* 

Burlng this period 1705*1819 »glieh Canadian 

literature had Its real begifmini£» That these 

beginnings were in love Scotia rather than else* 

where In Canada is due to th® feet that the United 

tmpire Loyalists* m they wr® called, who came 

to the maritime Provinces were generally from 

th© eastern State®. Many of them were educated 

men and women who belonged to the landlord and 

professional ©lasses, these refugees represented 

the highest traditions of American culture. Many 

of them were graduate® of Harvard ®m& ofother 

less imown colleges. Byt theee people had been 
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trained to ©octrees thraselv** and presently they 

began to wr i te . 

On tho other hand, those who se t t led in Upper 

Canada were froia th© humbler ranks or society? 

they were t raders and farmers* Their in te res t s 

were not l i t e ra ry* and i t was a l i t t l e l a t e r be* 

fore books began to be writ ten in the Upper 

Country. 

i*ven in the Maritime p?o*ia*e* the new­

comers were* for a timet overwhaliaad with the 

d i f f i cu l t i e s and hardships of making new homes in 

th© wilderness. The f i r s t l e t t e r s* d i a r i e s , 

a r t i c l e s , and verree which appeared are fu l l of 

complaints against Canada fund homes! elenas* for the 

familiar and beloved pl"eee they had laft* But 

thee© people had inherited cer ta in l i t e r a r y 

t r ad i t ions and they brought the i r ideals with 

them. 

The American colonies at this tiw* were 

still dominated by the classical influence of 
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Pope and Dryden* Although the Romantic school 

of thought urn® sweeping ftnglend* naturally Its 

impact was not felt in the colonies until eome time 

had passed* The new ^n^land writers therefor© 

still favoured -an§ satirical the*ae of Classical 

tradition In ̂ oth prose and verse. Furthermore 

the general mo^e of verse expression wne the 

traditional heroic oouplet. 

The Loyalist®! being Tories, considered 

the levolution a thoroughly plebeian affair end 

a fit subject therefore for ridicule. Thus It 

is natural th«t with such a subject and with such 

a tradition, the poetry and prose of the time 

strongly resembles the 18th century classicism 

of England. 

Another characteristic feature of Loyalist 

literature ie the note of sadness and complaint 

which runs through a large pnrt of it. It must 

not be supposed that people of such social and 

cultured eminence as the Loyalist® gladly 
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exchanged the land in which they « r a 10 '?ell 

established for* the conwsrltiiveiy unsettled 

region© of Canada in which they we^e offered 

bosses. Moist of then had been compelled by of­

f i c i a l or unofficial persecution to leave home 

and for a long t ine they looked forward to the 

time when they could return* 

t h i s note of homesickness taw*] despair do* 

ta in ted prac t ica l ly a l l Loyalist prose and verse 

but I t finds I t s fu l les t expression in the le t ter* 

We may tak** the work of Joseph Stejwhury as an 

example even thourb he was not a typleal l oya l i s t 

la that he did not ramaln permanently in Wove 

Scotia. He had emigrated frora Kngrland t o 

Philadelphia fro® whence he was banished in 1TW* 

He fled to lew York and then to Hovs Scotia where 

he l ived for ten years fit shelbume* one of the 

important Loyalist te t t lenent* before returning 

to the United States* 

Before the revolution he had shown considerable 
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skill as a poet. While on exile he wrote little, 

but the lines wTo Cordelia*' rare a?.on?? the beat 

of the time and deserve quotation no th«-»y reflect 

two eharaeterlstlo aspect® of the *»at-ljr Loyalist 

mood**the cense of «»xile in an undeveloped and 

intractable country mwH the irritation against 

Kngland on account of her failure (as they 

thought) to make adequate provision for those 

who had suffered la her cause* 
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To Cordelia 

Believe we, Love, th i s vagrant 11f* 

0*er Hove Scotia*e wilds to roam* 

Whil* far from ehildjeen, friends, or wife* 

Or place that X can c a l l a home 

©slight* not mef^enother way 

My t reasures , pleaeuree, wishes lay* 

In piercing, wet, and wintry ®Me®# 

where men would ®v<m in vain to t o i l 

I see , where'er I turn my ayes* 

Luxuriant pasture, t rees and soil* 

Uncharged | see:--another way 

My fondest hopes and wishes lay* 

But when 2 see m sordid shed 

Of birehen berk procured with ears , 

Be*igned to shield the aged head 

Vhioh Br i t i sh mercy placed there** 

•Tie toop too much* I cannot s tay 
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Bnt turn with streaming eyae away* 

If so far humbled that no pride remains, 

But moot ia&iffwrea** which way flow* 

the streanf 

Resign*d to penury* its cares and pains; 

And hope has left ^m like a painted 

dreamj 

Then here# Cordelia§ bend your pensive 

weyf 

And close the evening of Life*a little 

day* 
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Another wri ter of verse who struck the earn© 

chord of homesickness and despair wne Jacob 

Bailey* Bailey was a typical Loyalist in r e ­

spect of h is peranneat residence in Kova Scotia. 

His beet poem WA Farewell" was writ ten on the 

oocaeion of his expulsion from his lew Rnglaad. 

home and contain® many fine passages* But his 

"Journal" i s more worthy of mention* Altheu#i 

l ike a l l Loyalist wr i t e r s , he i s depressed "b^ 

the hardships of his ex i l e , he i s s t i l l phi lo­

sopher enough to "be interested in his new sur­

roundings and to see humour in episodes which 

to contemporary wri ters were unbearable hard* 

ships . 

The most important figure of the period 

from a l i t e r a r y standpoint i s Jonathan Odell* 

He was born a t HSWM**. Itew 
jersey In 1737, a 

scion of a dlstlngulffhao' colonial family. At 

the beginning of the e v o l u t i o n h e ^ ^ already 

an ahle wri ter of prose and verse, and he put 
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hie vigorous nen at the service of the Loyalists, 

darin* the progress, of the war; and at it® oloe*» 

he settled in Ifew Brunswick where he bacame an 

Influential eltinea* 

It is from Qtfell chiefly that Loyalist prose 

and verse inherits its early tradition of Classic­

ism* Being well educated, end an experienced 

writer, Odell was well qualified to bring Into 

Canada the tradition of Dryden and Pope. Al* 

though he is of rone interest outside the realia 

of satire, MB ehlef importance in Canadian liter­

ature is that he brought in th® old Tory tradition 

of satire and the heroic couplet, both of which 

had considerable effect upon succeeding generations, 

the former finding its lest end greatest expression 

in He Hour ton* 

It has already been noted that Odell estae*-

lished himself in Hew Brunswick where he became 

an influential citlsen. But this under*;t©tea 

hie qualities. He became Provincial Secretary 
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and even a member of th© Executive Council* 'The 

new country became for him not only a "safe re­

treat" as ha calls it in the following poem, 

for not only had h« served it well himself* but 

be had been treated kindly by it in return nnd 

he ©aw his family rise to distinction in public 

sex vie** 

The following ode reflect® another charac­

teristic attitude of the Loyalists—*the staunch 

devotion to th© British cause during the pro­

gress of the war* Th® poet here uses the heroic 

couplet t%& his mod.® of expression. 

©de on the King* a Birthday 

June 4, 1T76 
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O'er Br i tannia ' s happy land, 

Rul'd by George's mild command, 

On th is br ight , auspicious day 

Loyal heart® th<*ir t r ibute -p&yt 

Kwer sacred be to mirth 

The day that gave on*? monarch b i r th J 

Here we now i*wnt to find 

Sons of Br i ta in , fierce and bl ind, 

Drawn from loyal love as t ray , 

Hall no more th i s welcome day* 

then by foreign foen dieasp'tf 

Thankless sons, ye ca l l ' d for aldi 

Then we gladly fought and bled, 

m® your foe® in triumph led* 

flow, hj Fortune's blind command, 

Captives in your hos t i le Land} 

To th i s lonely spot we s t ray 
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Here unseen to hai l thia day2 

Though by Fortune thus betr«*y'd* 

For a while we seek the* ehnrie, 

S t i l l our loyal hearts «re f*v»*»!•*• 

O t l l l devoted, 0#»ort**»* to thee I 

Long as bun and Moon endure 

B r i t a i n ' s Throne shall stand secure, 

And gx*eat Gteorge^e royal l ine 

There In splendid honour shine* 

Ever sacred to be Mirth 

7h«D day that gave our Monarch b i r th? 
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In t ru ly Tory fashion the wri ter exalt© th*» 

Monarchy giving one the impression of the noets 

be l ie f in the Divine wight of Klnrs. Then araln 

condemnation of the revolutionist©.!a also typical . 

4 pla int ive note i s rounded where th> writer 

leaves hie native land} but s t i l l h is courage I s 

undimmed* 

When we consider the vehicle by which the 

author expresses himself—the heroic eouplet, 

we can see a summation of a l l the l i t e ra tu re to 

follow for pome ti™<e. 

But as Odell rose to'nroiainenee in his newly 

adopted home so his h*tr*d for the* revolutionists 

wened. with many writers the old hatred of United 

States and proper love of Bri ta in became in time 

a matter of conventional good form, with th® 

&etrtm®nt&l effect of Insinceri ty in their work. 

But th i s i s not *rue of Odell. 

in the l ines following Odell look© back 

from the vantage point of h is seventy-third 
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year over th" elraumetanee* which have brought 

him to the country of hi® Adoption* 

On Our Thirty-math wedding Pay, 

8 th , January, 1010 

Twice nineteen yea re , dear Haney, on th is day 

Complete the i r c i r c l e since the smiling May 

Beheld us a t the a l t a r kneel and ;Jeln 

In holy r i t e s and vowe, which made the© mine. 

Then, l ike the reddening East without a cloud* 

Brirht was my dawn of Joy* To Mmmn I bowed 

In Thankful exultation* well assured 

That a l l ray h*art could covet was secured* 

But eh, how soon this dawn of Joy so bri~ht 

"tins followed by a derk end stormy nlrht* 

The howling tempest, in a f i t e l hour, 

Drove me, an ex i le from our nuptial bower* 

To seek for refuge in the tonted f ie ld , 

T i l l «emo@#ati© Tyranny ehould yield. 

Thus torn asunder, we* from year to y^ar, 

©tdured the a l ternate s t r i f e of *top« and F@ar§ 
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Till from Suspense deliver*d by Defeat, 

I hither earn® and found a safe retreat. 

Her®, ^oin'd py thee and thy young playful t*ain, 

I was o'erpald for year© of toil and pain* 

^e had renounced our native hostile shore$ 

And met* I trust, till death do part mo more J 

The severe conditions under which the Loyalist* 

struggled is perhaps chiefly responsible for their 

limited contribution to Canadian literature* 

But however adverse these conditions* these 

Loyalists atlll strove to maintain the educational 

and cultural standard® which they had inherited 

from their old home. Although I have mentioned 

only three writers* the written contribution© 

of the TOO riot are numerous. Kvldenee of the 

efforts of the loyalist® to maintain their 

standards is found in the pa?;eo of contemporary 

paper©. The w1fova Seotia Magazine"* which 
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lasted only two years (1709*91) had s twofold 

purposes to preserve and. diffuse a taste for 

British literatures to ^ncourr»^e young writers 

among the rising generation to try their 

atrenght. To teach nppi*@cintlon and to encourage 

creative art is all thet ray institution can do 

for 11ternturn* 

A summary of this period would be incomplete 

without some mention of the work of the great 

explorers* Our discussion of Loyalist literature 

has remained within the realm of imagination 

prose but I would like to mention a group, the 

mere esories of whose lives, regardless of any­

thing they wrote, have an almost epic interest* 

Of this group the most famous histories! figure 

is Alexander Mackenzie (176S-1880)* He was born 

in Scotland end received a fair education before 

coming to Cssiada. His journeys through the w*ld© 

of the north were undertaken at the instance of 

the north w<*et Fur Company for trading with the 
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Indian®, but Iflncfconsle was at heart an explorer* 

His f i r s t t r i p was from Port Chipewyan along 

the Great Slav© Lake and wen the r iver which 

bears h i s name to the *< re t i c Ocean* His second 

(recorded with the f i r s t , in his *vayag** Through 

the Continent of North America to the 9r***a and 

pacif ic Oceans") WHB from Fort ©bapewyaa across 

the Hookies to the Pacific Coaast* 

I t i s impossible to do juat ie* to Maafeansia** 

Toyagee"1 by excerpt®. The wri ter was d**t4tnta 

of a r t i s t r y . His i .v* gin ̂ t l on 1B n >t *ffset*d 

nor does he visual ise the ©cena® through whioh 

he passes* I t i s only to the reader who has the 

patience to follow his matter-of-fact record* 

step by s teep, that the rea l i sa t ion comas that 

here i s not only a matter of abiding In te res t , 

but a great human doauaant as well* 

The *?oyagew to the pacifies Is a revelation 

of preat courage in the face of almost lnauparabla 

d i f f i c u l t i e s that has few pa ra l l e t l e i but i t Is 
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only here and tfc«ra in a easual phr-te un t the 

dauntless and passionate a tbitioa of the ."in 

burns throu#i ale plain . ro o. men h© at met 

rosea-.'* air g'?st not e *-, ;rd of rojaialag ci®a;m 

bin* ©imply "X now aiaaa up '-osi* ver.-iaioa in 

melted grea©® ©&4 laseribel in lr.rja characters* 

oa the "oati* l a s t fa«* of the rock on ^.hieh we 

had *lopt las t night*, this briff a«eiori , ,i| 

Aleaam^er Hackonsie'f fron Cna'da*, i-y V-nd* the 

tarnty«*eeooaa af «fnly* one thousand^ raven 

hundred and niaety*three#w 

SMfcaasie Massif en"-In ^t-^ntloa to the 

fact that h* i s not sa a r t i s t in description and 

aarratloat but the ai«»»Liaity and truthg nad the 

intr insic l a t e w t of the "Voyage®8 ©tamp i t m 

a arm n<?nt eafttributioa to Canadian literature* 
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It is, of course, impossible to divide 

literature into clear cut divisions exactly 

parallet to politioal and historical develop­

ment. For instance, the Declaration of 

American Independence immediately opened a 

new chapter in American history. The result­

ing influx of Loyalists into the Maritimes 

and Canada started new currents moving in 

the British colonies. But this new stream 

required time to make its impact felt. This 

was particularly true in the realm-of liter­

ature. The Loyalists had to build homes, 

churches and schools. The fundamental needs 

of life had to be eared for before time could 

be spared for artistic activity. But early 

in the new century a change is gradually 

noticeable. The roughest and hardest work 

of the settlers is done. The new houses and 

barns were being made comfortable; the fields 

blossomed; the towns and villages began to 
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be homely places. The Revolution had left 

the Loyalists homeless and bereft; the war 

of 181S, in which they stood shoulder to 

shoulder with the French and Scottish ele­

ments, bound them together and taught them 

that they had once more a oountry. The 

young men and women growing up, had been 

born in Canada and knew no other home. The 

note of longing for the old home has now 

disappeared from our literature, its place 

being taken by proud descriptions of the 

beauties of the new. 

But the war intensified an already 

existing evil in both the Maritime Provinces 

and in the Canadas—centralized control by 

a small minority. In an early page, refer­

ence has already been made to the Family 

Compact and stout hearts were not lacking 

in any of the provinces for the firht against 
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this minority rule. But it remained for 

the oldest province—Nova Scotia--to pro­

duce the main figure of political and 

literary interest—Joseph Howe. 

The best of Howe's life was lived in 

the days before Confederation, but such 

was his brilliance and so wide his acclaim 

that all Canada claims him. He loved his 

province with his whole heart and what was 

more important, he taught his fellows to 

feel this love. He saw the Nova Seotia 

of the future, not a member of small isol­

ated settlements, but with tilled farms 

and wealthy cities. He talked and boasted 

of his province—of its people and their 

kindness, of the rivers of fish, of its 

valleys of apple blossoms. The people 

caught his vision and believed it; believ­

ing it they became a people. 
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Howe was born in 1804, son of a United 

Empire Loyalist. His school education was 

meagre and at thirteen he entered his father's 

printing office. But he was an inveterate 

reader and he continued his reading until 

he had made himself thoroughly familiar with 

the best works in English literature. 

As he grew up, Howe discovered a gift 

for versification and he began to send con­

tributions to the newspapers. He continued 

to write throughout his life, but he was 

not a great poet although he had lofty ideals 

and a gift of expression. But it is in the 

field of prose that Howe will always hold 

a high place in our national literature. 

Probably because such favourable notice 

had been taken of his poem "Melville Island" 

he purchased the Weekly Chronicle in 1827 

at the age of twenty-three. For a year he 
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worked at this completing his apprentice­

ship for the great task of his life, namely 

conducting the Nova Scotian, a paper he 

bought in 1828. 

At first Howe himself wrote practical­

ly all the articles appearing in his paper. 

Joyfully he tramped the long roads, first 

of western, then of eastern Nova Scotia, 

feasting his eyes upon the beauties of his 

native land. He visited the farms, talked 

with everyone he met, learning at first 

hand both the possibilities and needs of 

the country. Then he returned to his paper 

to write the charming sketches In prose 

and verse, which first caused Canadian 

literature to be noticed abroad. The cir­

culation of the Nova Scotian grew and seven 

years of incessant labour on his part made it 

the leading newspaper of British North 

America at least, both in political and 
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literary influence. 

He published liook® also, risking fail­

ure to bring out Paliburton'e history of 

th© province. He and his friends forced 

a small group known as "The Club" for the 

our no so of ditsemlnating literary and 

•oolitioal nrineiplcs, Thomas Chandler Hall-

burton was probably the most famous figure 

of this proup, but rieh and numerous were 

the written contributions of this little 

society to the Nova Scotian. 

It 1© diffionlt in this -lay of fre© 

speech to realize the esrbent to irhich th© 

Family Compact of the various nrovinoes 

controlled tho Tjross, the church and even 

©durational Institution**. The navevn TOYS 

w©re throttled In npito of tim Loyalist 

efforts to keen Journalism alive, "Hut in 

la^S occurred en ovent of orJx;ary historical 
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importance. Howe published a letter in 

his paper which accused the magistrates 

of Halifax of corrupt practices in ad­

ministering the affairs of the city. He 

was promptly indicted and pleading his 

own cause in a speech which lasted for 

six hours he was acquitted. Anyone read­

ing his speech will readily comprehend 

his subsequent success as an orator. The 

speech is regarded as the foundation stone 

of the freedom of the press in Canada. I 

quote a few lines of his plea to illustrate 

the lofty tone and high mind of the man, 

and yet the simplicity of his expression: 

"Will you, my countrymen, descendants 

of these men, warmed by their blood; in­

heriting their language; and having the 

principles for which they struggled con­

fided to your care, allow them to be 
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violated in your hands? Will you permit 

the sacred fire of liberty, brought by 

your fathers from, the venerable temples 

of Britain, to be quenched and trodden 

out on the simple altars they have raised? 

Your verdict will be the most important 

in its consequences ever delivered before 

this tribunal; and I conjure you to judge 

me by the principles of English law, and 

to leave an unshackled press as a legacy 

to your children. You remember the press 

in your hours of conviviality and mirth— 

Oh, do not desert it in this its day of 

trial." 

This speech made Howe famous and the 

next year he was elected as a member of 

the Assembly for Halifax. When he took 

his seat in the House, he was almost 
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Immediately acknowledged as the leader of 

his party. He led the Reformers of Nova 

Scotia in their fight for responsible 

government, and won it without the strife 

and bloodshed which embitter the memory 

of the victory in the Canaaae. From 1850 

on his worth was recognized by his apnoint-

ment to numerous high offices. The crown­

ing reward was his appointment as Lieutenant-

Governor of Nova Scotia in 1873, an appoint­

ment which was cut short by his sudden 

death Just one month after taking office. 

Naturally the question arises, is 

Howe's greatness due entirely to his states­

manship? Is his literary fame simply re­

flected glory of his political vision? 

This is readily answered in the negative. 

I have already pointed out that his 

sketches of social life, and the scenic 
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beauties of Nova Scotia brought him re­

cognition from abroad. These word pictures, 

though not always on the same high level, 

are written in a style which marks the 

beginning of a new epoch in Canadian prose. 

Joseph Howe was the son of a Loyalist 

family so it is to be expected that his 

writing should show the influence of Loyalist 

tradition—adherence to the eighteenth 

century English models. Some of his work 

does this; some poems are written in the 

heroic couplet; certain of his descriptive 

sketches are reminiscent of the eighteenth 

century in England. But throughout his 

work he shows a marked individuality and 

a personal touch which is more akin to 

the Romantic school which now dominated 

the tone of English literature. Traces of 

literary Influence In his political essays 

pale into insignificance in the grandeur 
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of his thought and simplicity of his speech. 

The following lines are from a speech made 

by Joseph Howe in the Nova Scotia Assembly, 

February 24, 1854, to a motion brought 

forward by the leader of the Opposition "to 

promote union of the Provinces of British 

North America." The quotation illustrates 

the satirical heritage of Classicism. 

"Mr. Chairman,—Had the Government 

brought this question here, my honourable 

friend from Londonderry might have charged 

upon us the selection of an inappropriate 

season or disregard of the pressure and 

strain of public business already taking 

the industry of this Assembly. But, Sir, 

this resolution has been brought here by 

the leader of the Opposition, and we are 

challenged to discuss it. Perhaps if we 

had introduced the measure It might not 
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have been met in the spirit which I tiust 

w* shall display. One half of the House 

might have fancied th. t some sinister 

design lurked within the resolution and 

the supposed interests of party might 

have combined them against it," 

The power of his langu-.ge and depth 

of feeling are felt in the following 

extract from the same speech. 

"Sir, I regret not the time which 

this question will engross, but my Inabil­

ity to do it justice. When the pronhets 

and orators of old ?/ere about to discourse 

of the destinies of nations, they retired 

to the mountains or by the streams to 

meditate; they communed in the abundance 

of their leisure wifch God above, and 

caught their inspiration alike from the 

tranquility which enabled them to nenetrate 
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the dispensations of His Providence, and 

from the phenomena of nature all around 

them; a communion which tinned with beauty 

the 'thoughts th-. t breathe and words that 

burn, T which have coriie streaming do-yn, like 

lines of light, even to the present hour." 

Our discussion of Hope's pros© cannot 

properly neglect his letters to Lord John 

Russell. In connection with the struggle 

for responsible government he addressed 

four letters to Russell, dated from Halifax, 

September 18, 1339. The broadth and nobility 

of his views on responsible ^overnmont, or­

ganization of the Empire, and on the future 

of British North America, as expressed in 

these letters, make it impossible for 

Canadians to ovor-estimate his importance 

in literature and statesmanship. 

In fitting tribute to his greatness, 
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I quote the following lines from his poem 

"Our Fathers" 

Room for the dead I Your living hands may 

pile 

Treasures of art the stately tents within, 

Beauty may grace them with her richest smile, 

And genius there spontaneous plaudits win: 

But yet amidst th-* tumult and the din 

Of gathering thousands, let me audience crave I 

Place claim I for the Dead—'twere nortal sin, 

^hen banners o'er our country's treasures w.*ve, 

Unmarked to le;ve the wealth, safe garnered 

in the grave. 
*• * * 

The Roman gathered in a stately urn 

The dust he honoured, while tho sacred fire, 

Nourished by vestal hands, was made to burn 

From age to age. If fitly you'ld aspire, 

Honour the Dead: and let the sounding lyre 

Recount their virtues in your feetil hours. 
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Gather their ashes; higher still, and higher 

Nourish the patriot flame that history dowers, 

And o'er the old mens' graves go strew your 

choicest flowers. 
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In our previous study we had occasion to 

mention an one of the members of that group, 

known as the "Club", Thomas Chandler Haliburton. 

A. protege of Joseph Howe he wars destined to 

surpass even his fame as a writer. 

Haliburton was the only son of the Chief 

Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. On his 

father's side he was descended from an old 

Scotch Border family. His mother was the 

daughter of one of Wolfe's officers who was 

killed at the storming of Port Stanwlx while 

leading his regiment. Thus by birth Haliburton 

was connected with the principal elements of 

Canadian society. 

At the Tindaor Grammar School, and after­

wards at King's College, he received a sound 

classical education. As his father's son he 

was born into the most aristocratic society of 

the exclusive little university town. Like 

Joseph Howe he early turned to thoughts of 
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public service. He chorus law an his pro­

fession, and a/ter being called to the bar 

practised in Anfapolir. Like Howe, too, he 

was elected to th© Legislature while atlll a 

young man. As would be expected, he nrao a 

Tory with the old Loyalist tradition of love 

of England and disliffe of Republican institu­

tions. Politics did not appeal to him and he 

left the Legislature to become a judgr; in fact 

to t-ike the pOBt vacated by hit? father's d<~ath. 

vhllr travelling on circuit duty, he gathered 

the ideas, characters md incident for the work 

which was to make him famoua* In 1886 he re­

signed and moved to England where he died in 

1865. 

Haliburton*a work taken as a whole can be 

considered aa the greatest and culminating 

expression of personal and political satire 

brought Into the province by the Loyalists and 

whore first real exponent was Jonathan Odell, 
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Not a l l of hia work i s of equal merit but he la gen* 

• r a l l y recognized as the Father of American Humour 

and au tho l i r a t humourist mo s a t i r i s t of the Anglo-

Saxon peoples . He did not write to produce l i t e r ­

a tu re ; r a t h e r hia s a t i r i c huaour wan propaganda; 

socia l and p o l i t i c a l propaganda for the -ursobe of 

e f f ec t ing a world wide unity of the Anglo-Saxon 

peopl<°8, J . 1 1 j.la wor* oust be considered in t h i e 

l i g h t . 

At the ticae ITtliburton wrote there we© e r e a l ­

i s t i c r e v o l t under way agains t th*» h i s t o r i c t l end 

sentimental romance. I t pp. ware that he waa moved 

by th l a fee l ing t.? writ** with r e i ' l i s^ ©nd t r u t h . 

But he wrote without rfnc>rj hie humour i i I n t r o ­

duced to r e l i eve the pain of is tf<tlric truth* 

With the f i r s t public* t ion of Mi, humorour work he 

was an iauaedlate aucceec pnd acclaimed on both s ides 

of the A t l a n t i c , 

Aa a protege of Ho*** end t, meaibrr of the "filub" 

hia i i rfct wor.-. oi importance appeared In a e r i a l form 
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In th© Wova nootlaiu Vheaa wore a aerlea of 

sketches baaed on the aoelal life In Ifova 

,;cotla. previous to thla Haliburton had pub-

liahed a pamphlet ©ntltled "An Historical and 

Statistical Aeoount of Bova scotla". neither 

of these works had tauoh auooeaa. Thoy were 

neither good literature nor accurate hlatory* 

But tho aketohna in the Wova ;ootlan were ©o 

favorably received that ho had then published 
< 

in v'oo;c font in laa? under th© title "The 

Gloekmak<%r; or Tl» ilayingfs and Doings of -Sam 

<;llok of ;llekvillr>"« In the S U M year they 

were published in London and reprints appeared 

in United states and tran"lotion* in France 

and CJemany. Tho SUCCOR* of %Ym book was 

enormous and hia roputation an a satiric huraor* 

iat -aa ©etnbiij'hod. He now bnoano a aŷ tcra-

atic creative hunoriat publishing anons oth«*r 

^orkaj wTh« Attache; or .;nn nick in ^rl^nd" 

<l«K»-44), "Th* Old juagni or Life In a Colony" 
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(l84S) f "can Sliolta'Vine ***** and Jlod^m 

Inatnncca" (lii©5), "nature and Human nature" 

(1&&B), and "The vaaon ^iok^t" (l 'too), to­

ft idea theae creative work* in a a t i r i c humour* 

he edited cer tain inertcan anthologies nu«h aa 

" f i a i t a of American 'lunour ay Native Authors" 

(16.r'8) and a 'laqual, '^ho Anorlo >ne a t H>m" 

(1654). i l l hl« ereativ** worka and hia an-

tholo^ioa appeared on both aid*n of th© Atlantic, 

ao i t appears on th© ground* of original pro«* 

duction, iinliburton waa the f i r a t and for^orat 

s a t i r i c humor!at of thr Anglo-texon pe iples# 

The-o t a no doubt that In »/»ny foature* of 

hie work, Haliburton was not or ig ina l . ;ara 

iLie'< **o aatoni'3h^d thr- reading world that he 

was regarded an being more or iginal than ho 

rea l ly *»*• "are *ma a rogue, but he w * a 

d^seendant of the raaoal In Rnropo who gav^ the 

name to a whole »oho>l of l i t e ra ture» the 

picaresque novel* Nor wa« the u»e of dialoet 
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new t o the rem.ing rmblie , i t hud a l ready been 

uweA by nt loa:*.t two \meriean au thors . But when 

the Knglleh people road a l l b u . i o n ' s r a t l r t o 

comedy and oha ruc tc r lna t ion , they eneo-untorod 

an appoint*? l i t e r a r y novel ty—-l i tera ture t h a t 

was not KngliBh, not ^nrllah-«-\iat?riean, not 

Ingl iah-Canadlan, but an o r i g i n a l American 

ssppcie** ne"v and unique. Hê -a was work wr i t t en 

In Engl ish but not Kngllah in n a t t e r , mmtm®r§ 

o r tone . Here was aueh novel humour, a r r e s t i n g 

ohar - ic tc r i sa t lon and aueh a s t range mixture of 

roguery and p r a c t i c a l »rirdo^ t a l l to ld in meh 

an unique d i a l e c t t h a t the l i k e had n**wr been 

eaan be fo re . A profound change in th** rainda 

of tho "ngii**h reading publ ic rn-ul%' d, »litherto 

America had looked t o Knglanct fo r fresh l i t e r ­

a t u r e , but when Hnliburton produced an e n t i r e l y 

nat ive l i t e r a t u r e , Knclnnd loofceu, for th«< f i r s t 

t ime , B&mnv. t o America both for f resh and 

o r i g i n a l work and f o r l i t e m r j r w*«l*" t o follow. 

file:///meriean
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f t V genera ly ftefrnoitiacged that i l e k - % ' 

•om fe l l** of th© **# iokiiiols; ammm le an 

English v«re la i of B*a r i t e * , 

t h a t «*® H"»llfc*p*ton*© • ur OP* in eventing 

fete faaoiie eh-r*eter? The f r o ^ t of fill M® 

wow in creat ive honour l i a s in Mat problem of 

ln*gwrpolitioe—Tv I l n l t t«P f ReD?'<onr>lfcle 

Government, Confederation, anexation with the 

United State®. For Instance in wih( t t ©he" 

ha oppoeed Rea*?on<° lnle ©overmen! for it* c o , -

enterf in nr£he Cloctamk* *" he dvoo ta , -»n 

Imperial Federation of thr a ^ o - ;* u copies 

for o l i t i o a l sooarlty and econ** io develop n t . 

Xfe every on® of hi? votbi theft le oa*» e .oclol 

thosi@ but ehlefly e n t i r i e *vgunente for a union 

of th* AjBglo-̂ aJMm 'Oool**» vo thle t nd h© bonds 

a l l hi© "owora of s a t i r e , hu-our .no rldleu'.e* 

I t any b© vendered how flhllrarton ^ ;;©d to 

aehtow aueh noble 1 "- i* hy the c t at,.on of such 
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Vmi i fia a dlrr< putenlo £leeel«n er* *tur^— 

eoorce» sl«ngy» boaktful» Irr*v«reat» j e t 

«tte» fhretdt "*peiie«af eottrajfeoue » e. tick­

et tt*d» c r t t l eo l of ^t«d@trd®j fronk in e< ocelt* 

nm Uree t in action* Be represent:' nnliBurton*s 

eoneeptton of typical ; m©rlcani«at i t \ at, tho 

anther*e pnrpeve te i r e r nt in th® flora of fian 

tlio!? th* l e e t wo*»ci in aeeurdity of re Mthile> n 

emitw*® <*sd in* t l tu t ionr in «afff*te*"* fie* It hot 

one person of nany obaraoterletioe, but a eon-

poaite character, He wa^ oouoelvefl aai Qrawn 

to rep^eaent n reoyle ana hin ohersoteriatloe 

are n eritff®4* o r *»tir i*lng of the vices and 

virtue® of republican deaooraoy* 

Haliburton eitherad feia material f ro : l ife— 

parliament, the oourtroore, the olroul t , th® 

inn—in fact everywhere. Many of hie dhareetera 

are so l i f e l i k e aa to be easily reoognlBOd. fie 

*ae the foe of *b« * atv«okitt£ i t with sa t i re 

&n& r ibald lan#l>t»r. T*nfortunately *t t iue* he 
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but he was a r e a l i s t ana h&tei hypooi lay . 

His g i f t e were varied and he oaployed then 

without r e s e r v e . To-oay he i s reaH not for 

hi® view* on tie woraey, whioh were wroM;, or 

for h i * oh« «] ionship of an iUiflo-Oaxoa union 

Yihioh «*ay ye t be r e a l i s e d , but for h ie ln~ 

suppretsslble mirth* for the lnuphter he i n -

trodueed Into the si tuat ion® of every i ay l i f e . 

H i s t o r i c a l l y he 1® the f i r s t Onndlaii wr i t e r 

to dhalleage the a t t e n t i o n of the world. 
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W© have seen how literature had Its ©arly be­

ginnings in the Maritime Province® largely because 

of th© Imlgration of educated Loyalists from the 

Eastern States. It has been suggested that a dif­

ferent type of ©migrant going to th® Dpper Country 

made a late start in English Canadian literature 

inevitable there. The purchase of the Nova Scotian 

by Joseph Howe and the editorial policy, largely 

influenced by the "Club" inaugurated a new epoch In 

literature in the Maritime Provinces. Ten years 

aftor Hope's purchase of this paper, a journal was 

founded in Upper Canada which seems to hare had a 

profound influence in the encouragemcmt of letters 

la this part of tho country. 

The first magazine in Canada to spread culture 

and at tbo same time to foster amongst native-born 

or resident emigre writers the creative literary 

spirit, and to publish contributions in the form 

of essays, Nature sketches and po@ms by native-

born and resident writers, was the "Literary Gar-
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land." It flourished from 1838 to 1851, and numbered 

amongst its contributors such men and women as Hosana 

Mullins later Mrs. Leprohon, Charles gangster, who 

was the first native-born Canadian poet of signifi­

cant power in original creation, Susanna Hoodie who 

was a versatile writer of colorful prose and th. 

first singer of Canadian National poetry, her sister 

Catherine Parr Traill, whose Hatur© studies are 

still eninoutiy worth reading; and John flicharuson 

•che father of -ohe Canadian Historical romance, 

'is have seen that the chief literary work of 

tho !!uritimes yrew out of the Loyalist heritage of 

Classical tradition and its last and greatest ex­

ponent was Haliburton. But by the time cultured 

settlers began to arrive in ffppur Canada, the ideals 

of romanticism held sway in .England. As a result 

we find that a greatly different type of literature 

flourished in the Upper Country. 

Probably the most important of the early figu­

res of nomantic literature was I'ajor John Hichardsoa 
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(2796-1852). By the time Richardson cm i young 

wan romantic historical writing hnd found full 

expression in vnpland through tho metrical romance 

of ftsott and Byron, and the romantic hlntorlonl 

novel of ^cott. Tho latter had M3 MO found expres­

sion in the vorkn of Foniraoro cooper in tho United 

Ttaten. Kichnrdnon war ^uito alive to the a ivanta^c 

of using forme - iroodj well received an is sho'sm 

by his effortn at tho metrical romance in his 

TecuKteeh. But as in the car*® of oeott ho realized 

that tho wont î o-nilJir form and the "bent medium of 

expression aa bain/? :aore suited to his material, 

wan not the metrical ronrincu but the historical 

novel, "oreover, after tho founding of the Literary 

Gf&rland in 1839, there wns a serial narket for 

romantic material. 

Ittclnrdaon war, born near JTiajjara Falls in 1796 

(the sane year as Haliburton). ife epent his fir at 

sixteen years up to the outbreak of the var of 101 s> 

in the vicinity of tho PallR and Detroit. Then, 
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ough a mere lad, he enlisted in Brock's army, 

o thtst time, during his most impressionable 

s, he was entertained by his grandparents and 

nts with tales of pontiac's seige of Detroit, 

with stories of the thrilling and romantic events 

he history of the Niagara and Detroit districts— 

ts which were amongst the most stirring in the 

dly romantic history of Canada and the United 

es. These early days then created in him a love 

oinance, of the heroic past of his own country, 

later when he came to write furnished him with 

inspiration and the material for authentic Can-

a historical romances. 

Two other formative influences besides that of 

rjarents and grandparents determined Richardson's 

Lration and creative method. In the War of 1812 

id fought side b; Bide with the noble Indian 

Lor Tecumseh, Further by his own confession he 

ividly read-Cooper'e Indian romance "The Last 

le Mohicans". There is a tendency therefore to 
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consider Richardson a mere imitator of Cooper; that 

he Studied the Indian second hand through the work of 

Cooper, and that he learned the mechanics of writing 

historical fiction through the s*ime Medium. 

UDOn the first point there is of course no basis. 

His life in the Niagara and Detroit districts brought 

him daily in contact with the Indians, and the War of 

1812 in which he fought side by side with Indian allies 

occurred years before the publication of Cooper's book* 

Upon the other point there may be some justification. 

Richardson may have got some of his craftsmanship from 

Cooper. But this does not make him a mere iritator 

for when we compare the general style of the two, 

Richardson appears, except as a plot-maker, the superior 

as a craftsman and stylist. ITls character drawn"ng is 

superior, not only of Indians, but of soldiers, fur-

traders and the rest, which is clear evidence that he 

drew upon his own experiencec of the frontier end 

his own romantic Imagination. 

Richardson's first novel Ecarte, a tale of 
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Parisian life met ith moderate success being fairly 

well received in Canada and the United Jtates. In 

it he achieved vividness of setting but failed in 

effective characterization and unity of plot. T"nder 

the influence of Cooper's successful Indian fiction, 

he next turned to the story of Pontiac, with the 

events r. nd setting of which he was thoroughly familiar, 

'•i-natvfls "Wacousta" a great-dvance on his first book 

and in spite of its faults, Richardson's greatest work. 

"Wacousta" is a carefully constructed narrative 

filled with rapid action and vivid scenes, and it is 

rich in suspense a quality dear to the reader of 

fiction. The writer appears at his best in martial 

pass age a. In his descriptions of the pomp B.n<l glamour 

of war he is almost unrivalled. But his faults, as 

in Ecarte are still stilted dialogue, melodrama and 

sesationalism. Of course these faults are much more 

likely to occur in romantic fiction than in realistic, 

and people with a romantic taste are likely to over­

look such defects. 
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"' acousta" was rocoivcd with groat favour 

both in Lifila.td a:*d th© Unites s t a t e s where Riohard-

sc i "7as rccoi>il::cd as a powerful r i v a l OJ. Cooper 

a.J one of tho masters of romantic f i c t i o n . ;ut 

h i s r e u t l e c s s p i r i t prove ited hin iroi. co» t inning 

h i s success and ho ac^euted a co t i i i so io i iu the 

In <erinl f,rHy i.\ i _^la-.d. Virile over ocas h& >uX~ 

l l s h c l hio "Tlovomeats of the fsr i t ish Legio J." 

(1836). oujoequently r e tu r ling to Crurtoa as the 

color. lal r ep resen ta t ive oi' the loioo,. I l a c s , h i a 

<ur5xoti> coi-e of ho mjr l ed to hib dio.d&sal from 

t h i s ^>r, j n e r n t i v e ' jos l t io u IIo the.t nssoclaL.cC 

hiiiBolf ^ i t h the '-"Literary G-irlntK,'' to ^hich he 

cop t r inu tca a r t i c l e s M,d skotehuis, two of uhieh he 

u t i l i s e d 1- hio next roi.1 u±ee 'Vlw Ga^aCia-i jjroth>,r,j", 

pu l i s h e d in 1^40. Thin Look vn& well received 

in Ua.iada but the auc'iOiice v?aa too 11 ilteo* to p ro ­

vide the author rrith a l i v l h g , £eeo^ilsir„£, Mils he 

turned '.ack to jo-sr tpllBm, I* 1850 he treat to i?ov; 

York There ho t r i e d i.i val. . to ada ,t h ie t a l e s t o 

http://nssoclaL.cC


(76) 

a now audience. Ho regained hie ^ride to the last, 

dying of starvation ia lh5£, 

Richard GO-: published many booho racist o. vhlch 

are not worthy or neatioiw But ho una tho first Can­

adian of letters in U^por Canada. Ills eignlficftnce in 

Canadian literature ilea in the fact that "Vccousta", 

his metcrpiece is the pioneur ox' the historical 

novel in Canada p,_d his work 1B a.- early attej.i -t to 

give oxyroseioc to the stlrlt of Cajindie.ii nationality. 

\7ith Eichc.deoii's work on the roiaantic historical 

.iovel should oe mentioned that of P.ooauna (Kullins) 

Lejrohon (18S2-79), already named as a contributor 

to the "Literary Oar land". tfho \ra,a a lifelong resident 

of Montreal, LClr*£ educated at the Oo*,grogntlou of 

ITotrc 13?.me ao was Richar '8o;:*s nothor. At 1C years 

of ago she had punished he-- first i.ovol "Ida ĵ eros., ord" 

which vem puoiished serially in the "Literary Garland"; 

a remarkable v;ork for a girl it. her teens. In 1859 

she ouwliaheu "Tho Ma.tor- Hi.use or do Villcrni", and 

in 1864* "Antoinette de Illrecourt", aad has several 

http://Cajindie.ii
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oilier works in jiroGO and vorue to her credit. Her 

characters aud act ..lags are alznoot entirely Canadian 

and Bhe seems to have coiBCioualy sot out to create 

an entirexy national literature which ohoxild por­

tray lire and social customs of French Canada both 

before and after the Conquest. In her "Antoinette 

de Hireoourt'' she apj>ears as the first Canadian 

writer So explore th© history, manners and customs 

of Quebec under the old regime aa 'soil no tho new, 

Har 'porlc wâ s reyoatodly translated Into French. 

Hers feories are told with an engaging sweetness and 

taste9 and though the construction of her plots is 

not strong, the i.rtere&i seldom flags* 'Jhe ̂ "Ives 

a faithful .icture of the domestic life of the 

Canadiennee% their i-scial ambitions and their relig­

ious seal. She caucht the spirit of j"rench Canada, 
ve it an appealing literary form. 

loved it and gav,. 

It is not i'roa the point of view of intrinsic 

literary merit, however, that her romances Bre 

entitled to a ormnnent place la the uotivistic 
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l i t e r a t u r e of Canada* ftnthor i t l e -^.cauoo uho »ne 

d i s t i n c t l y Ins d r ed fn o ^ r o o o tho a t ionn l o i r i ' . of 

Canada, "o ivvo already not iced tlv t i^ehr \'oou toll* 

an ©wakening co .aeiownosc or t b i n na t ional oo ,GU but 

1- ;ii'u* Lot>rohon*» work th© "o in t> d i s t i n c t co.iuc"O-OUJ-

nesc of t h i o oplr" ' t . 

Her verae abo</n tho Influoueo Of th© ^Kgilnh 

romantic noveno-t . Cf a sqrBtlo^l a.u! ©notional na ture 

oho 1© l d i n e d too aueh to oe , t iqo -t# 'Ju» ^outie of 

Canadian . .a tare arc wast and fchoac ,t not " . H i t a r t l y 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c they akox? a c?o™uclou;. love of nor nnt ivo 

country, I I her i t a t u ^ tooas ehe c net :ienre',t t o 

oocn ir*£ fro*! her £••» Mto^t r cntoricu , aiaoly, lao^ of 

a o t r i o a l oraootuaoeo.' ^ho fKLlo-viiig l inoo nro from her 

"S'lmor" -ve lug"? 

Uoo4 'i'oing out ci" t ha t eopuo» dnrls: arid (> f l J j | 

2ho firo fllOBs 

Aneli lonri vK* hi© f l i c k e r i n g I n m l 
otrocuQlURf gloaal c* t;ioy ;,ass 

Like jBoteo.<*Q» US'" 

O'or h i l l s i d e a>v1 r^'i'lfVi and Acw-la<io . (vaunj 
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Contrasting with ripple on river and. stream 

Alternately playing i.i shadow and beamj 

xhe fulness of beauty fills hearing aad sight 

i'hrouchout the atlll hours oi' a calm summer i.icht* 
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We hnv« no f• r not iced how the pr'iwlng s p i r i t 

of OaneJia*. n a t i o n a l i t y hm^ been expresecd in the 

wortn of Horn, Mn 11 bar ton, Rlch*'rison tad Mrs, 

Laprehon. f lt'mough oerfcnln of the** wr i t e r s eom» 

posed v©i' e they were n i l e s s e n t i a l l y wpitera of 

pro--®, l a r g e l y through 6 be encouragement of tbo 

*'I*i fe»r»,ry f r i end* ' « l a rge .ody of nroue wr i t ing we a 

praiused durin t . t h i s per iod . Throughout the mrk 

of the n a t l v i a t i e and eial^re wr i t e r s a growing 

love of Canada and © s p i r i t of oafcriotlaoi i s 

becoming more un& sore manifest* Many of the 

t» i { r® w r i t e r s had a 1--rat lag influence on 

Canadian 1't**re'ur«? •>«$ t h e i r e f f o r t s r re worthy 

of consi e r s t ion* Hut i t I s In the na t ive-barn 

w r i t e r s before Confederations theft our chief 

I n t e r e s t lie*? and we w i l l now turn to observe 

bow the ni-t ional s p i r i t was j?r««S*«lly ©wakening 

In the wortea of the nj<tlvl.itio r:oefe;j.. 

?Jov« *-ootie, the oldest provlnee of Canada* 

hhB not only produced for ua the f i r s t g ree t prose 
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w r i t e r , bat baa a l s o given ua tebe firafe poet of 

any account* N a t l v i a t i e poetry in Canada did note 

take row. t i l l l a t e in the f i r s t quar ter of tae lu th 

cent r y . In 1828 Oliver Holdamith UvBl - l ^Ol ) , a 

grand-nephew or the HSn^lleh poet , publl < d hia 

poem ''.Tho Hiding t i l lage* '* The author wt&a -oorn 

a t Annapol 'a, Bovm "ooteie. In the year ttmt b i s 

f a t h e r , a Loyal is t and cr ' -aoldter of the ^merioen 

Revolution s e t t l ed there* He #ied in Liverpool, 

England a f t e r a long o f f i c i a l -service in hia 

nat ive country* 

''Tho filaing Village ' i » important because i t 

i s the f i r s t poen of e-y length by a na t ive author 

to be published In ,>o<;b Canada and Great Bri tain. 

I t i s of fu r the r s ignif icance because i t l i lue t r&teu 

the trend of Loyal is t l i t e r a t u r e which we noticed 

In an e a r l i e r page* I t i s the f i r s t poet ic r e ­

p resen ta t ion of the experience by which the 

Loya l i s t s triumphed over home ssleknes.j and ma te r i a l 

ub«tacl*»a ar.<' r.ur\* t o love vto& have f « t t h In the 
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land of their adoption* fla regards the subject matter 

then* the poem is genuinely Canadian* '.Jut the form 

»n.» rhyttet the diction, the character a--and the 

aetfcingj are all definitely imitative of the elder 

(Jold.'jritfeu Bir: since it la correct In form *md 

mueical and t\lvee a true picture of Loyalist 

history, the poero may ha regarded as the beginning 

of nativlatlc poetry* 

The following extracts illustrate clearly how 

oloaely 'The Hieing Village,J la modelled on the 

"Deserted village**• 

Prom "The Rising Village" 

When Winter r-Jlee the sad inverted year, 

Ind lee and snow alternately appear* 

iporta not less welcome lightly they ae.̂ ay, 

f o eha;;e tY-.e long &n& tedio ••» no re away* 

H9ro ranged in Joyou.i groups around the fire, 

Ja-.bole juvi freaks #ach honest heart inspire} 

And If jflOme venturous youth obtain a ktan, 

The (^mefa reward, find susmifc of itn blia.% 
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Applauding T'Oufce, the victor*® priae acclaim, 

»'nd %v®ry tou^ue uu&nenta his well ®&&m6 famej 

While all the modest fair one*a blushes tell 

"uooeae had crowned hi^ fondest hopes too wall, 

Bear burble sports, Oh I lon^ may you Impart 

A guileless pleasure to the youthful heart* 

From "The Deserted Village" 

How often have I bleat the coming day, 

sffoen t'oil remitting lent Its '-urn to pl*»y, 

And all t-.he village train, from labour free, 

Led up their sport® bewath the apreadinf tree} 

While Finny e pea time circled in the ahade. 

The young scnfcendlng aa the old survey *<!f 

And many a ombol frollek'd c*er the ground, 

£nd eletfhfes of art and feata of sfcrenfcfck 

went round; 

And atlll, as each repeated pleasure tired, 

uoceedlng sports the mirthful bund Inspiredj 

The dancing pnlr that simply lought renown 

i3y holding out to tire each other downs 
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The swain miatruat1®34. of his smutted face, 

While secret laughter titter'd round the place; 

The bashful virgin"a sidelong looks of live, 

The matron's glance that would those looks 

reproves 
ruy 

These were charms, sweet village I sports like 

With sweet succession, taught e*en toll to 

please* 

Although Mova >cotla has the distinction of 

giving ua the first native-born poet, Upper Canada 

was the birth place of the first Canadian poet to 

make extensive use of Canadian subject matter. 

Charlej iang^ter (18^i«93), was the 3on*>of a 

Scottish Loyalist who moved to tipper Canada after 

the Revolution* He was born at Kingston, Ontario, 

and followed a Civil Service career at Kingston 

and Ottawa* Practically all hia writing was done 

before Confederation eo we are justified in treating 

him as a pre-Confederation poet* 
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Sangeter 'e b i r t h , education and l i f e work made 

htm Canadian in thought avd feel ing* 1m h i s poetry 

he oeu£ht »,ho u p l r l t of the nah lona l i a t lo movement 

Inaugurated by the "Li te rary C&arlrad** to employ 

Canadian m a t e r i a l . Me published the ""St* Lawrence 

and the teguenay, and Other Poema*', In 1886, and 

''Hesperus tm& Other Poems", in I860* 

Gangster had l i t t l e educa ' ion but ho was a 

groat reader and a lover of poetry* His f i r s t 

publ ica t ion already mentioned, wan wr i t t en under 

the Influence of Byron*® work and th® veree form 

i s d i s t i n c t l y I m i t a t i v e . Jut the subject mat ter 

i s e n t i r e l y Canadian, «<nd whereae Cold smith* a 

work wa® In desc r ip t i ve s t y l e , langater l a a l y r i c 

poet reepon'Slng deeply *"0 the r>* j?,le and beenty of 

Canadian nature* Hiss f i r n t work ia a reap on •«» to 

lafcure'e c a l l and a a ye t contained no note of 

na t i ona l fee l ing* But *n sil® second publ ica t ion 

^tJesperue ®n<& Other Poem®", there i t a d i s t i n c t l y 

n a t i o n a l tone* In hia work can be seen, for the 

f i r s t time in Canadian ,o@kr$, th® oonacioujly 
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felt sentiment of nationality* 

In hia Nature poetry the influence of Worda-

worth Is apparent* Hote how he identifies himself 

with nature or at least showa his affinity to It 

in these lines from "The Palls of the Chaudlere| 

Ottawa"i 

"Within my pearl-roofed shell, 

Who^e floor la woven w'th the Iris bright, 

Genius and "iueen of the Chaudlere I dwell, 

As In a world of Immaterial light* 

I*ve seen the eras fllde 

With Muffled trend v,o their eternal dreams, 

While I have lWed in vale and mountain aide, 

With leaping torrents and sweel purling streams. 

As Gangster lacked a cultural background he 

exhibits no 6eep philosophy of life, but he did 

have a fine ear for simple cadence and a passion­

ate love of Canadian soanery* 
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lut he was not limited merely to Nature poetry* 

As already stated hta work in "Heaperu.: and Other 

Poena portray for the firat time In poetry the 

aenae of national unity, Such poems aa "A Jfiong 

for Canada", "Wolfe", "England and America", 

show aueh vigour and stirring of the national 

l".<puloe thut he deaerveu the veneration in which 

he la held aa "the father of Canadian poetry"* 

Th® following lines fro® the poem "Brook*" 

express hi© ®ens© of nationality* 

wBrookw 

Ootoher 13th, 1859 

Once voloe, on© people, on© in hoart 

And soul, and feeling, and desire,1 

He-light the smouldering martial fire* 

Sound th® mute trumpet, strike the lyr©, 

Th® her© deld can not ©xpir®, 

13*© dead etill pl^y their part. 

Thore remain® but one more writer to coneldar 

in following th® growth of Canadian nationality 
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to 186?. This is Otwsrlos Mair, sometime called 

th© dean of Canadian authors. At Confederation 

Mair was only 89 yews of age, hut nevertheless 

he was a stalwart mesiDsr of tho **Ooaad« First 

Party** 

Born at Lanark, Ontario* h« studied at 

tfueen'a University from where he entered th® 

Civil service at Ottawa* Sent to northwest in 

1669, his experience© as paymaster in the first 

expedition, brought him into early contact 

with the life of tho feat. Ho took part In the 

suppression of the Kiel Kehellion, was suo* 

eoquently In th© Immigration service at winnlpogt 

and only died in British Columbia in 1927. 

Hair's first pooas wors. puoliehod. in 1B68, 

one year after Confederation hut previous to 

this he had contributed a variety of ^ournnlistio 

efforts to the newspapers of th© -.ny. Hi© first 

volume #Dr©anilftn&. mad otfeor Pooras* contained, 

many g«ras of doseriptlvo verse* 
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His best work; is marked by preoise and exact 

observation and oolorful description as well 

as considerable imaginative power and s inging 

ability, The following lines from "Th© Fire-Flies", 

a truly beautiful poem well conveys his lyrioal 

ability* 

This is th® hour 

when flro-flio© flit nbout ©aoh lofty orag, 

And down the valleys sail on lucid wing, 

Luring their spouses to tho love-decked bower* 

I see them glimmer where the waters lag 

By winding bays, and to the willows sing; 

And, far away, whero stands the forest dim, 

Hugo-built of old, their tremulous lights are so@n* 

This po©m is in the volume mentioned above* 

Other works worthy of mention in the same group 

are wTh© Pines'*, **?h® JLaet Bison*, ®n& ̂ August*. 

Although Sangetor is recognized a© the first 

genuine Cana&isn poet, tho legitimate forerunner 

and founder of th® nature) @©ho>l of pootry* is 
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Charles Mair. of th© pro-Oonfodjeration echool 

his diroot descendant In thought is Charlea 

G. D. Roberts* 

The most ambitious of Ulair's poems is th© 

his tor leal draraA "Tocuaseh"** More important 

from the standpoint of this essay than his nature 

poetry, is the faet that Mair, a member of the 

Canada ttlrst Party* is also the r®al forerunner 

of poetry touohing on Canada's dlstlnotiv® national 

spirit and her International relations* The 

drama *Tecuntseh% is founded on tho Invasion of 

Canada by General Hull in 1812; tho surrender of 

Detroit; the assistance Teoumoeh rendered Brook 

in defeating th® Americans and his own death 

at Moraviantown. The play is written in bl<mk 

verso, in a simple, narrative style, occasionally 

rising to dramatic intensity, but it was novor 

Intondad to bo aoted* The materials of tho play 

do not compos® into a dram®. neither tho por*» 

sonality of th© central figure, nor tho intorwoven 
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lov© plot avail to fuse the different ©lements of 

the story. sv®n a® a dramatlo poeia, it Is marred 

by th© stiffness, the grandiloquence, and the 

mochanioal uniformity of the style* But tho work 

revoal® an understanding approoiutlon of certain 

features of Indian life and contains many lines 

of groat strength and felicity and $j®B®vvm to 

bo r©membered aa one of the few efforts to 

deaJRiatiae Canadian history in versa* 

But certain of his shorter poem® oonvoy 

more clearly the forward looking spirit of tho 

poot* His poem wln Meiaory of William A* Fostor"* 

from which th© following linos nx-v taken, is 

imbued with that spirit* 

But mark, by fato's strong flngor traood, 

Our country's rise? oeo tita® unfold, 

In our own land, ai nation b&sod 

On Manly deeds, not lust for gold. 
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First feel, throughout the throbbing land 

A nation's pulse, a nation's pride— 

The Independent life—than stand 

xroet, unbound, at Britain's side J 

The spirit is Just a® clearly evident in His follow­

ing lines taken from "in Memory of Thomas B*Aroy 

MoOee" 

And In his visions true 

There oaiae high forms anew-

Dim outline® of a nation yet to stand, 

Knit to th® Empire® fate, 

in power and virtue groat, 

Th© lords and reapers of a virgin land— 

A mighty realm whore Liberty 

Shall roof th® northern dimes from sea to sea. 

Th© sentiment of th© poot as expressed here 

Is definitely a precursor of tie view widely 

held In Canada to-day. 
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In tho year 186T tho provinces of British 

North America wore united in a îaiitioal federation 

as the Dominion of Canada* It is apparent from 

the foregoing pages that th© spirit of national 

consciousness was moving strongly within th® 

people at that time as expressed through tho poots 

an- the prose writers* -mat a change of thought 

had taken place in one brief century I In th© 

first part of this work ve followed this change 

in the field of politics, but more Interesting 

than this is the change of heart w© have gradually 

seen take place In the people as represented by 

the works studied* To the early Loyalist settlers, 

Canada was simply a place of retuge—a land to 

be left as soon as it was safe to do so; a land 

of *piereingi w©tf and wintry sties** But with 

Hi® now generation,*-tlie sons and daughters of 

these early settlers—a new conception arose* 

Canada to t. em was homej there was no yearning 

in their hearts for a return to the former **happy 
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land1*. They looked to the future for happiness 

and uid not d ell in thoughts of tho past* In 

this new conception w® can see the forward spirit 

which brought about Confederation* fftae It is 

the "Fathers of Confederation* ere justly hailed 

as benefactors of our country, but <?hat could 

their political manoWv^rlt have availed if the 

spirit had not been ripe in th© hearts of tho 

people* Iho or whnt WEB responsible for this 

feeding* From the time of the later Loyalists— 

those of the second generation—* to Confederation, 

th© spirit of nationality has been gaining a 

stronger and stronger voice lnrjuly through tho 

influence of suoh writers as wo have studied* 

Hor should we negleot the work of the great 

explorer© such as Alexander MaoJconsle for did not 

they make a nation possible hy allowing the people 

th® vafitoes© of their heritage* 

Joseph Howe is one of the greatest figures 

in Canadian History* A groat statesman with 
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literary genius he found the soul of his people 

and showed them the Mova scotia of the future* 

His oolleagut?, Hiohard Chandler Haliburton, a 

greater figure in the field of literature, went 

even further; he conceived an 3»piroj a union 

of England, Canada and the united States. 

In Upper Canada the people were made conscious 

of their heroic past and noble heritage by the 

works of John Richardson nnd Mrs. Leprohon* But 

it remained for th© poets to stir the flame of 

national consciousness with their songs of bravo 

&®&&& and noble ambitions* It is to them that 

we are indebted for seeing th© beauties of Canada 

and for our faith in her future. 

In nothing, if not poetry, doe® the pride of 

country express itself* In the writings of no 

other country does the love of the land express 

itself more than in Canadian literature* *Ehm 

nature movement begun by gangster and given Its 

real Impetus by Mair has been carried on by a 
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long line of national poets whoso genius has 

brought them r< cognition on hoth sides of the 

Atlantic. Their aor\ expresses a national 

consciousness gf th-* rich find varied beauty of 

Cansua* 

national consciousness is vital for the 

future welfai-e of Canada] it Is essential that, 

whatever language we speak, w® should feel that 

we are one people* IShis sense of union cannot 

come through race, language or religion* But 

Canadians can be one in their love of the land and 

their pride in Canadian achievement. The surest 

way to this Is building upon a national literature 

which was so effective In uniting tho provinces 

in la©?. 
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