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INTRODUCTION 

In any new locality Catholic Education is part of the 

total development of both the Church and the State in that 

locality. In the majority of districts in the early days of 

Upper Canada, Catholics were in the minority. Consequently, 

the mixed Common School was predominantly Protestant in its 

teaching tenets. 

The Catholic hierarchy as well as several Protestant 

leaders realized the hopelessness of trying to educate Prot­

estants and Catholics together. The result was the passing 

of the Ontario Educational Act of 18*+1 which established 

Separate Schools as part of the Common School System of the 

province. This Act was but the beginning of a series of 

School Acts issued prior to and since Confederation in 1867. 

Catholic children have ever been the great concern 

of all ecclesiastical authorities. The fiery verbal battle 

between the Reverend Egerton Ryerson, founder of Ontario's 

educational system, and Bishop de Charbonnel of Toronto, who 

championed the rights of Separate Schools for Catholic child­

ren, was carried on in the smaller centres of the province 

by zealous parish priests. One such pastor was the Reverend 

Paul Rougier of St. Francis Xavier Church, Renfrew, which at 

that time was a small village situated in the Upper Ottawa 

Valley. 

From the beginning of 1850 Lanark and Renfrew were 
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organized as a united county. This was the result of the 

Municipal Act of 1849. -sometimes called the "Magna Charta" 

of Ontario, -which declared counties or united counties as 

the basic unit of municipal government. This Act also pro­

vided for the incorporation of townships. In 1854 Renfrew 

separated from Lanark, and twelve years later gained munic­

ipal independence just the year before Father Rougier, with 

the oil of consecration still fresh upon his anointed hands, 

was sent by Bishop Guigues to assist the pastor, the Rev­

erend J. Bouvier, in St. Francis Xavier Parish. At that time 

Renfrew County was in the diocese of Ottawa, with the Most 

Reverend Joseph Eugene Guigues as Chief Shepherd. It was not 

until 1882 that the Vicariate of Pontiac, later to become the 

diocese of Pembroke, was taken from Ottawa and the Most Rev­

erend Narcisse Lorrain named the first Bishop. 

When the young Father Rougier arrived in Renfrew, the 

county with its mixed population of farmers, lumbermen and 

mechanics was one of the best in Central Canada. The Valley 

of the Bonnechere River was considered, along with both sides 

of the Ottawa, to be the finest hunting ground in the Ottawa 

Valley. The celebrated Opeongo Road, running from the lower 

Madawaska as far as the Opeongo Lakes, was really the high­

way of the early colonists. 

Although there were waterfalls on the Bonnechere and 

portages were necessary, the stream was quiet and less 
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tumultuous than the Madawaska, hence the French Canadian pion 

eers gave to it the name, Bonnechere, or, "Good River". 

While French Canadians were the first to spjourn at 

the second "Chute" on the Bonnechere, which stop-over in 

1858 became the Village of Renfrew, few remained as settlers. 

So when in 1866 after a few months of being assistant, the 

young Father Rougier became Pastor of St. Francis Xavier 

Parish, the villagers were predominantly non-Catholics,-Scots 

from Lanark county. The Catholic population was a mixture 

of Irish, Polish, Scotch and a few French. 

Though young and inexperienced, the Pastor knew that 

in order to build up an exemplary Catholic Parish he must 

plant the seed of Faith firmly and deeply in the hearts of 

his youngest parishioners, - the children. To do this he 

realized the necessity of a Catholic school and decided to 

leave no stone unturned to provide one. 

The years 1872-1902 were specifically foundation 

years. In her research the writer has tried to integrate 

with the work in education the various factors which brought 

new settlers to the area and with them new problems to the 

growing town, parish and school, thus bringing into focus the 

courage of Father Paul Rougier and his zealous co-workers, 

the Sisters and the Brothers. 

To accomplish this task several primary sources have 

been available. The Minute Books of both Public and Separate 
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School Boards; Town-Council Minute Books and Bv-Laws: the 

Chronicles of St. Ann's Convent. Renfrew; Parish Registers; 

Sections on Foundations in the Archives of the Sisters of 

Holy Cross in Montreal and of the Christian Brothers in 

Toronto and Montreal; the files of the town's local newspaper 

and interviews with senior residents. There are two printed 

books about Renfrew, but neither one gives any historical 

description of the growth of the Separate School. 

The Catholic people of Renfrew have made many con­

tributions to its development, but the context of this thesis 

will especially record the gradual unfolding of Catholic 

Education in this now flourishing town situated in the Valley 

of the Ottawa. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA ~ SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

CHAPTER I 

THE PASTOR - EDUCATOR 

(I869 - I893) 

The Genesis of Catholic Education in the town of 

Renfrew, and the contribution the Sisters and the Brothers 

made to it are so intimately connected and so closely woven 

into the warp and woof of Father Paul Rougier's life as 

pastor, that it will be necessary to view the existing schools 

of the district when he came to Renfrew in order to follow 

him in his work as founder and administrator of the Separate 

School there, as well as to understand his determination to 

obtain justice in tax levies for Separate School supporters, 

1. Birth of Renfrew Separate School 

Renfrew was erec ted in to a separate v i l l age municipal­

i t y in 1858 and on April 9, 1859, the School Board was also 

re -organized . At tha t time there was on Plaunt S t r ee t a log 

school-house containing two rooms, one of which was ca l led 

the "Common School" and the other the "Grammar School", 

Pr io r to the re -organ iza t ion each school had i t s own t r u s t e e s 

but at t h i s time a union was discussed and approved. The 

necessary document of union comprised fourteen a r t i c l e s , 

which they considered to be an e f fec t ive system of education 

for the i nhab i t an t s of the v i l l a g e . "The A r t i c l e s " provided 

t h a t the union school be known as "The Renfrew Public School", 
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
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The design of the school was set forth thus in Article three: 

To afford a course of instruction beginning with 
the alphabet and embracing the English, French, Latin 
and Greek language, writing, arithmetic, algebra, 
geometry, trigonometry, surveying, history and 
geography, bookkeeping, and the elements of natural 
and moral philosophy, elocution, rhetoric and logic 
and such other branches as the Trustees shall deem 
proper to introduce,1 

The pupils were required to pay a fee to attend 

school; and girls, according to the Grammar School Act of 

1868, were barred from higher education. Vacation was to 

comprise only two weeks in the summer, two weeks at the New 

Year, and the Saturday of each week,2 with such a crowded 

curriculum one wonders how teachers could afford even these 

limited holidaysl 

It was for this school that in February 1869 Reverend 

Paul Rougier^ was appointed superintendent by the County 

Council.h 

1 Renfrew Public School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 1, 
Meeting of April 9, 1859, (pages not numbered) 

2 Ibid., Meeting of Aug. 5, 1868. 

3 Rev, Paul Rougier, son of Paul Rougier and Madeline 
Rose, was born at Las-la-Croix, Drome, France, on November 
25, I836. Before coming to Canada he taught school for a 
short time and remained interested in education throughout 
his life. He made his theological studies in the college at 
Ottawa and was ordained on June 18, 1865 by Rt. Rev, Joseph 
Eugene Guigues, Bishop of Ottawa, Renfrew was to be his first 
and only charge, 

ij. W. E. Small field, The Story of Renfrew, Mercury 
Print, 1919, p. 55. 
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Two trustees were also appointed each year as school visitors 

and their duties were as follows: 

To visit the school not less than twice a month 
for the purpose of seeing that due attention is paid 
to proper instruction of the pupils and that due 
care is taken of books, maps, school apparatus and 
furniture,5 

Keen observer that Father Rougier was, he realized 

at once the inadequacy and absurdity of such a system. This 

was a precarious time to assume the responsibility of super­

intendent , since the preceding years had been exceedingly 

stormy and since dissatisfaction was rampant among the 

villagers. The sequence of events which apparently led to 

the discontent were mainly, the appointment of trustees, the 

inadequacy of the teaching staff, and the school fees. 

Some trustees were wholly unfit for the duties which 

were assigned them and became "distasteful to the people". 

Wrangling went on among them about the teaching staff and 

heated debates often ended in bitter personal antagonism which 

clouded the peace of the community in those early days." 

Through Father Rougier's influence the Renfrew Public 

School became free to all residents of the village. 

5 Op. cit., Meeting of June 2l̂ , I869. 

6 W. E. Smallfield, The Story of Renfrew, Mercury 

Print, 1919, p. 51. 
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It was an outstanding Catholic layman, Simon 0'Gorman, who 

made the motion to abolish payment of fees,7 

In the Minutes for the years I868-I872 there are 

frequent references to friction among the trustees regarding 

teachers, because changes were many and frequent. 

The Pastor-Superintendent was not slow to detect the 

defects of the educational facilities afforded in Renfrew, 

While no written record can be found as to when Father 

Rougier came to his decision to establish a Separate School 

in the village, we find two of his parishoners, Simon 

0'Gorman and Joseph Gravelle resigning their positions as 

public school trustees in order to prepare the way for the 

establishment of such a school. It was these two men who 

with the Pastor formed the nucleus of a Separate School Board, 

It was indeed through their efforts that in 1872 separate 

school trustees were appointed, 

Mr, J, Gravelle and Mr. S. 0'Gorman handed in 
their resignations on account of the Catholic 
residents having resolved upon establishing a 
separate school in Renfrew. The election of the 
trustees was held on Monday when the following 
gentlemen were appointed: 

Felix Devine for 3 years (merchant) 
James Carney for 2 years (shoemaker) 
Moses Hudon for 1 year (saddler)° 

On May first of this same year the Catholic children 

of the village were gathered together to be taught under 

7 Renfrew Public School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 1, 
Meeting of Jan. 13, 1869, (pages not numbered.) 

8 Ibid., Meeting of February 21)., I872. 
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Catholic auspices for the first time. 

The Catholic School was opened on May 1st. It is 
held temporarily until a school-house can be built in 
the basement of the Church, in a room which is very 
comfortable and well suited to the purpose. The 
average attendance is about 55. The school is under 
the charge of Miss Costello, for many years teacher 
in the Common School at Springtown.9 

Miss Costello was a daughter of the pioneer Thomas 

Costello, who came to Canada in 1828 from County Kerry, 

Ireland. He had been educated in one of the famed Irish, 

"hedge schools" which gave so many excellent scholars to the 

New World, His daughter taught at No. 1, Admaston for eight 

years, and at Mount St. Patrick for three years. When she 

left Springtown to take over the separate school she had been 

there for eighteen years. Fortunate were the first pupils of 

the new Catholic school to be placed under the direction of 

such an experienced woman! How long Miss Costello remained 

in this improvised school is debatable. 

Up to the year 1883 there is no record of how this 

school progressed. The first Minute Book of the Separate 

School Board has been lost, hence the writer has been obliged 

to glean her information from the local newspaper, the town 

council Minute Books, the meager Church Records and the 

nemoirs of older residents. 

9 The Renfrew Mercury, news item, issue of May 17th. 
L872, col* I4.. (pages not numbered) 
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Apar t from the town ' s Municipal Year Books t h e r e a re 

two p r i n t e d books on t h e town of Renfrew. These a r e : 

The S tory of Renfrew by W. E. S m a l l f i e l d and Rev. Robert 

Campbell which was p r i n t e d in I 9 I 9 . This book c o n t a i n s a 

d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the growth of t h e P u b l i c School from 

I835 to t h e t ime of w r i t i n g . However, t he Pre face c l e a r l y 

s t a t e s t h a t " i t does not r e c o r d the founding and development 

of Sepa ra t e School and C o n v e n t " , 1 0 

Renfrew and I t s F a i r Through 100 Years by Harry Walker , I 9 5 3 . 

In the H i s t o r i c a l Calendar of Mr. W a l k e r ' s book we f i nd f o r 

the yea r I872 t h r e e even t s l i s t e d , t h e a r r i v a l of t h e C e n t r a l 

Canada Ra i lway , t h e commencement of c o n s t r u c t i o n of a Model 

School , t h e appointment of t he f i r s t town s o l i c i t o r . No 

aent ion whatsoever i s made of the Sepa ra t e School which came 

Into e x i s t e n c e t h a t y e a r . 1 * 

From 1872 t e n long y e a r s of h a r d s h i p and s t r u g g l e were 

to e l a p s e be fo re a school was b u i l t f o r t he C a t h o l i c c h i l d r e n 

)f t h e v i l l a g e . During t h i s decade of w a i t i n g many changes 

:00k p l a c e i n Renfrew, 

10 W. B . S m a l l f i e l d , The S t o r y of Renfrew, Mercury 
P r i n t , 1919, p . v i i . 

11 Harry J . Walke r , Renfrew And I t s F a i r Through 100 
Years , Renfrew P r i n t , 19531 p . 95* 
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2 , A S t r u g g l e For J u s t i c e I872 - 1882 

On February 1 2 , I 8 7 I , His L o r d s h i p , Bishop Guigues 

of Ot tawa, made a p a s t o r a l v i s i t t o S t . F r a n c i s Xavier 

P a r i s h , Renfrew, and i n h i s Act of V i s i t a t i o n w r o t e : 

There are 110 f a m i l i e s . The s a l e of t h e pews 
b rough t i n $1^-50, An A l t a r , a cemetary and a 
harmonium have been pu rchased . I t remains now to 
b u i l d a C h u r c h . 1 

The P a s t o r , Rev. P a u l Rougier needed no u r g i n g l In 

I873 work began wi th v i g o r and on May 28th of t h e same yea r 

the c o r n e r - s t o n e was l a i d . 

At t h i s t ime a l s o the advent of t h e " g r e a t c i v i l i z i n g 

agency" , the r a i l r o a d was r a p i d l y becoming a r e a l i t y for the 

v i l l a g e . The Canada C e n t r a l Railway r eached Renfrew in 1873, 

As one may e x p e c t , t h i s brought expansion and new s e t t l e r s , 

many of whom became p a r i s h o n e r s of S t , F r a n c i s Xavier P a r i s h , 

Among them were a number of P o l i s h immigrants who because of 

p e r s e c u t i o n i n t h e i r homeland came to Canada. Severa l of 

them found the Opeongo t r a i l and w i th i t , w o r k on the r a i l w a y 

or on fa rms . The l o c a l newspaper, The Renfrew Mercury, was 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1872 and i n one of i t s e a r l y i s s u e s we r e a d : 

1 Rev, A l e x i s De B a r b e z i e u x , H i s t o i r e de l a Province 
E c c l e s i a s t i q u e , Impr imer ie d1 Ottawa, ltf 9 7 , L i v r e I I I , p . 5J4.2. 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA » ECOLE DES GRADUES 

THE PASTOR - EDUCATOR 8 

The addition of nearly 200 Prussian Poles to the 
floating population of the village made the streets 
quite lively during Friday and Saturday last. 

They are a hardy, healthy-looking set of men, 
women and children, just the right kind to go into 
the backwoods and in a few years maKe for themselves 
homes; while not a few of them, we dare say, will 
acquire competence and even wealth. Among them 
were several musicians12 

These lines proved to be prophetic for many of the 

leading men of Renfrew today can proudly claim these rugged 

pioneers as their forefathers, who handed down to them a 

splended heritage of faith and industry. In fact there was 

a section of the Opeongo Line known as the Prussian Hills, 

Railway development throughout the Dominion gave 

vigor to the struggling communities which lay along its route 

and the village of Renfrew was one of them. Attracted by the 

possibilities of growth in the village which seemingly would 

be a terminus for some years, came business and industry and 

for a short time Renfrew boomed. But alas it did not last 

long, A few years after the Canada Central reached Renfrew 

the Canadian Pacific Railway decided to extend westward and 

the village was robbed of being a terminal point, A halt in 

the progress of the village resulted, for work was scarce 

and with unemployment came no pay cheques and the thriving 

village of a few years ago saw hard times. Yet, there was 

no halt in the educational opportunities which Father Rougier 

determined to give his growing flock. 

2 The Renfrew Mercury, news item, issue of Aug. <)\h 
I872, col._3. (pages not numbered) 
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During the years I872-I875 the separate school 

supporters continued to pay taxes to the public school despite 

the fact that their children were not being educated there. 

Time after time they complained of this injustice but to no 

avail. Throughout these years and those following, Father 

Rougier and his faithful School Board members fought constant­

ly for just tax levies. 

In 1880 Railway expansion again benefited Renfrew in 

the construction of the Kingston-Pembroke Lines. At this 

time came a young railroad builder, M. J. O'Brien, who later 

became the well known Senator O'Brien. That he and his 

family became a pillar of support to Father Rougier and his 

successors will be seen in the chapters to follow. 

With work again plentiful on the railroad and in the 

sawmills, more newcomers arrived. Another tide of Polish 

immigrants came and also a group from the island of Anticosti* 

These latter had been lured from their homes in Newfoundland 

and Gaspe by an Anticosti colonizing company who told tales 

of golden opportunities on the island. Once settled on 

Anticosti the Company abandoned them. Although these people 

were strong and intelligent, the hardships undermined their 

health and made it necessary for them to seek new homes. 

Some found their way to the valley of the Bonnechere and 

settled west of the creek. 
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Even today this portion of the town is known as the Anticosti 

Section.3 While the majority of these settlers were Protest­

ants there were some Catholic families with children to be 

educated. 

The need of a school became more and more apparent. 

The Pastor urged the School Board to start building as well 

as to continue the battle for proper tax levies. 

In April 1881 the latter situation was finally looked 

into and was to be settled but "difficulties" were discovered 

and the "matter was allowed to stand over'-'.̂  

When that same year on September 30th, Mr, Felix 

Devine introduced before the town council a By-law for the 

issue of debentures for the erection of a Roman Catholic 

Separate School, a heated and lengthy discussion arose re­

garding the legality of passing such a By-law in favour of 

the Roman Catholic School Board,5 

However, behind the Separate School Board was the 

indomitable and persevering Pastor, proving well the words of 

his successor, Rev. Patrick T. Ryan, later Bishop Ryan of 

Pembroke Diocese, "whatever Father Rougier undertook was sure 

to be carried out, no matter what the obstacles",° 

3 The Renfrew Mercury ,issue of Nov. 10,1882, p. 3,col.I|.. 

i). Renfrew Public School Board, Minute Book, Meeting 
of Oct.22, 1881, p. 73» 

5 The Renfrew Mercury ,issue of Dec.22,1881, p. 1̂ col. 3. 

6 The Canadian Register, Kingston, issue of Nov.l, 
1952, p.3, col. 3. 
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From September l 8 8 l u n t i l the end of t h a t y e a r the 

s t r u g g l e t o pass a By-law to b u i l d the school c o n t i n u e d . 

There a r e no d e t a i l s of t he t a c t i c s used to h inder i t s 

p a s s i n g a t t h a t t i m e . We do know, however, t h a t i n December 

of the same y e a r t h e d i s p u t e d By-law to p rov ide Sepa ra t e 

School deben tu res was p a s s e d . 

Moved by Mr, Devine and seconded by Mr. A i r t h 
t h a t By-law No.226 be i n t r o d u c e d and r ead for the 
f i r s t t ime fo r i s s u e of deben tures f o r the e r e c t i o n 
of a Roman C a t h o l i c Sepa ra t e Schoo l . ! 

The Church p rope r ty on Loch ie l S t r e e t upon which t h e 

school was to be b u i l t was a p a r i s h cemetary . A new bury ing 

ground had been purchased o u t s i d e the v i l l a g e l i m i t s so t h e 

bod ies had to be removed t o the new r e s t i n g p l a c e be fo r e the 

b u i l d i n g could be s t a r t e d . 

I t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t when in January 1882 t h e 

two-roomed school on L o c h i e l S t r e e t f i n a l l y opened i t s doors 

to the C a t h o l i c c h i l d r e n of the v i l l a g e t h e r e was g r ea t 

r e j o i c i n g - happy indeed were F a t h e r Rougier and h i s l o y a l 

School Board , 

The t e a c h e r i n t h e s e n i o r room was Mr. R. P- B e r r y , 

wh i l e Miss Susan Morgan t a u g h t the j u n i o r s . The p u p i l s 
o 

numbered about two h u n d r e d , 0 

7 Renfrew V i l l a g e C o u n c i l , By-Laws, V o l . 1 , l 8 8 l , p . a 

8 The Renfrew Mercury, i s s u e of J a n . 1 3 , 1882, p . 3 , 
c o l , 3* 
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The s c h o o l was b u i l t but another four yea r s were t o 

e l a p s e before the t a x l e v i e s would be s e t t l e d . Throughout 

the Minute Book f o r both P u b l i c and Separa te School Boards 

the m a t t e r i s mentioned but each t ime i t i s s h e l v e d . I n h i s 

book W. E. S m a l l f i e l d twice r e f e r s t o the se l e v i e s : 

I n A p r i l 1881 a long s t a n d i n g gr ievance was 
a p p a r e n t l y s e t t l e d by a v o t e of $352 to the Sepa­
r a t e School Board f o r repayment of i r r e g u l a r 
l e v i e s of school t a x e s i n t h e yea r s 1872, I 8 7 3 , 
and I 8 7 5 . But l a t e r t e c h n i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s were 
d i scovered i n p a s s i n g the By-law and once again 
t h e d i f f i c u l t y was u n a d j u s t e d , 9 

I n the town c o u n c i l Minute Book fo r Apr i l I|.th l 8 8 l , 

we r e a d : "Moved by Mr. Devine and seconded by Mr. Ai r th 

t h a t #359 be p a i d to the Sepa ra t e S c h o o l " . 1 0 Then on page 

II4.9 of t h e same book we d i s c o v e r t h a t the motion was r e s c i n d ­

e d , , What t h e s e " t e c h n i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s " were and why the 

By-law was r e s c i n d e d t h e w r i t e r has been u n a b l e t o a s c e r t a i n . 

That i t was l o c a l and not p r o v i n c i a l does seem e v i d e n t , b e ­

cause i n I853 a Supplementary School Act was passed freeing 

separate school supporters from paying public school ra tes . 

Twice Father Rougier wrote to the Department of 

Education in Toronto but the Public School Board failed to 

act, 

9 W, E. Smallfield, The Story of Renfrew, Mercury 
Print, 1919, p. 180. 

10 Op. c i t . , Vol. I I , 1881, p. 132. 
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Finally exasperated by continual delay, the secretary of the 

Separate School Board, Mr, J, McCrea, was delegated to go to 

Pembroke to draw up a detailed statement of the claim for 

money held unjustly for years. 

The Department of Education wrote to the Public 

School Board regarding these improper levies. They in turn 

had their secretary, Mr, McDonald, reply to this letter giv­

ing to the Minister of Education their side of the story. 

The outcome of all this was that the Public School Board 

sought the assistance of a lawyer who advised that the town 

Council should deal with, and settle the matter. Thus it was 

that the Public School Board made a recommendation to the 

village Council to place in their estimates for the next year 

and levy upon the Public School supporters the sum of $3°0 

to pay in full the amount due the Separate School*12 Why it 

was not $352 or $359 as mentioned previously is not known, 

W, E. Smallfield records the matter thus: 

In December 1886 the end came to a long-standing 
grievance, the Public School supporters paying to the 
Separate School I3OO for irregular levies,*3 

11 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Meet­
ing of March 2, 1886, p. 29. 

12 Renfrew Public School Board, Minute Book, Vol. II, 
Meeting of July 20, 1886, p. 168. 

13 W, E. Smallfield, The Story of Renfrew, Mercury 
Print, 1919, p. I83. 
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True, the fourteen year struggle for just tax levies 

was over, but other factors had to be reckoned with in the 

expansion and improvement of the Pastor - Educator's educa­

tional programme. Along with many other pioneer priests in 

Ontario he continued to carry out that important command 

given by Bishop de Charbonnel in 1853, when he was in fiery 

combat with the Chief Superintendent of Education, Egerton 

Ryerson, "leave nothing undone in order to obtain for the 

Catholics throughout the province their right of having Sep­

arate Schools".1^ 

Intimately acquainted with the educational needs of 

the time, Father Rougier was both a promoter and dispenser of 

learning in the village. The editor of an early Renfrew news­

paper described him thus: 

He was a man of extraordinary energy and persever­
ance, a fine scholar, endowed with great executive and 
intellectual ability,^5 

As an educational leader Father Rougier sought effec­

tive activity in administration with a beneficent purpose. He 

aad a clear idea of the part he as Pastor had to play for a 

minority group in a predominantly Protestant community. 

3J4. Charbonnel Papers, History of Separate Schools of 
Ontario and Minority Reports, Toronto, 1950, p. 80. 

15 Arthur Gravelle, editor, The Renfrew Journal, 
historical issue, Oct, 3, 1895, p, 5, col. l\.» 
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In making his decisions and analyzing his problems he kept a 

keen eye to the future. How the Pastor - Educator pushed 

his plans to successful execution thus providing facilities 

and teachers for his growing flock will be related in sub­

sequent chapters. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE SISTERS AND THE GIRLS 

(I887 - I898) 

The battle of obtaining just tax levies had been 

fought and won. A school had been built in which the 

children could be educated according to Catholic principles , 

but Father Rougier1s troubles were not over. 

Hardly had the two-roomed school opened that it was 

overcrowded. As money was scarce only small salaries could 

be paid, hence good teachers with first-class qualifications 

could not be obtained. The annual salary of the senior room 

teacher was flj.25 while that of the junior teacher was $280. 

The crowded conditions, the low salary and the difficulty of 

teaching English to so many immigrants was not inviting. 

Changes among teachers were many and frequent. The following 

names appear in the records from 1882 to 1885: R. P. Berry, 

John Dunn, W. A. Smith, Patrick O'Dea, Johannah Morgan and 
1 

her sister, Suzan, 

To overcome such educational disadvantages and to 

plan for the distant future the Pastor knew he needed help. 

1 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 1, 
1885, p. 7-191. 
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True l e a d e r t h a t he was , he chose as a s s i s t a n t s men and 

women who would c o - o p e r a t e w i th him and do t h e t h i n g s i n the 

f i e l d of educa t i on which he h imsel f was unable to do . 

This c h a p t e r w i l l be devoted t o h i s p r o j e c t of b u i l d ­

i n g a Convent Schoo l , g e t t i n g S i s t e r s to t e a c h i n i t , and the 

work t h e s e S i s t e r s accomplished on both the e lementary and 

high schoo l l e v e l d u r i n g t h e i r f i r s t e leven yea r s i n S t , 

F r a n c i s Xavier p a r i s h , Renfrew, 

1 , The Convent School 

The P a s t o r ' s ven tu re to b u i l d a Convent School and 

b r i n g S i s t e r s to Renfrew did not r e c e i v e the unanimous suppor t 

of the s choo l t r u s t e e s . Some wanted to b u i l d an a d d i t i o n t o 

the two-roomed s c h o o l b u i l t i n 1882 on Loch ie l S t r e e t . Others 

suppor t ed F a t h e r Rougier i n a motion t o b u i l d a convent f o r 

g i r l s and keep the p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g fo r boys . A hea ted 

deba te a r o s e and r a t h e r than conform t o the P a s t o r ' s w i s h e s , 

t h e Chairman, Joseph G r a v e l l e , t h e S e c r e t a r y , Simon 0'Gorman 

and C. Deroche r e s i g n e d . 1 These men f e l t j u s t i f i e d i n doing 

so f o r t h e y c la imed t h a t the c o s t of such a p r o j e c t would 

i n c r e a s e t a x a t i o n and t h a t t he S i s t e r s would be a burden to 

the r a t e - p a y e r s . 

1 Renfrew Sepa ra t e School Board , Minute Book, Vol . I I , 
Meeting of J u l y 1 0 . 1885 , P . 2 2 , 
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In October a meeting took place in the residence of 

Father Rougier, in order to pave the way for the elections in 

December at which time the following were elected: 

John K. Gorman, Chairman 
James McCrea, Secretary 
Michael French, 
August Ritz and John Brosseau^ 

His enthusiasm stimulated by the staunch support of 

these men, Father Rougier set up a procedure to execute his 

plan. Before starting to build a Convent he must have a 

promise of teaching Sisters. The majority of the pupils came 

from homes where English was the mother tongue, hence English 

speaking teachers would be necessary. To what Community would 

he go? Both Bishop and Pastor were French so it is not at all 

surprising that their united choice was a French Community 

who had English subjects trained in the tradition of French 

culture. 

2 I b i d . , Meeting of Dec. 30, I885, p . 30. 
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Bishop Lorrain having recently come from Montreal 

knew well the educational status of the Marianite Sisters of 

Holy Cross,3 and while there are no written records stating 

that the Pastor knew these Sisters personally, he certainly 

had heard about them. It is even possible that in 1857, the 

year he came to Ottawa to study for the priesthood that he 

met Father Moreau en route, because that same year the 

founder crossed the Atlantic to visit his growing Community 

in America. 

He embarked at Havre July 26th 1857, on the 
packet-boat "Fulton" which made passage in four­
teen days to New York. Father Moreau left N.Y, 
without delay for Montreal by train. August 13th 
found him at St. Laurent among his own.M-

3 This Religious Congregation of priests , sisters and 
brothers was founded by Rev. Basil Anthony Moreau at Le Mans, 
France. On March 1, I837 he organically united the auxiliary 
priests and brothers of St. Joseph into the Association of 
Holy Cross. In 181L1 he founded the Sisters of Holy Cross, 
Almost at once the saintly Bishop Bourget of Montreal wrote 
Father Moreau asking for missionaries to labour in his vast 
diocese on the banks of the St. Lawrence. His appeal was 
answered in I8I4.7 when the Founder sent eight brothers and 
four sisters to establish the first Canadian Mission at St, 
Laurent, Quebec, In I857 the sisters formed a separate auton­
omous society whose special work is teaching in boarding 
schools, day schools and parochial schools from the primary 
grade to college level. 

ij. Gerald M. Fitzgerald, CS.C. , Juxta Crucem, Life 
of Basil Anthony Moreau, C S . C , P.J. Kenedy & Sons, N.Y* 
19*7. P. 193" 
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Then t o o , t he young Paul Rougier e n t e r e d the Ottawa Col lege 

j u s t two y e a r s a f t e r t h e S i s t e r s of Holy Cross had opened 

t h e i r f i r s t On ta r i o Mission i n A l e x a n d r i a . I t was t h i s Con­

vent s i t u a t e d i n the h e a r t of Glengarry county t h a t gave t o 

the c o n g r e g a t i o n i t s f i r s t Engl i sh t e a c h e r s . These S c o t t i s h 

r e c r u i t s proved to be e x c e l l e n t r e l i g i o u s and Renfrew owes 

much t o them. Not only was the foundress of t he Renfrew 

schoo l from Glenga r ry , but many of t h e t e a c h e r s i n the y e a r s 

t o fo l l ow were from t h i s c r a d l e of r e l i g i o u s v o c a t i o n s . 

S i s t e r M.of S t , C a t h e r i n e of A lexandr i a , I887 - I9OI 
( C a t h e r i n e J a n e t McDonell) 

S i s t e r M.of S t . E u s e b i a , I888- I905 
( E l i z a b e t h McKinnan) 

S i s t e r M,of S t . P a u l a , I 8 9 I - I 9 0 2 
( F l o r a Kennedy) 

S i s t e r M.of S t .Edwin , I 8 9 7 - I 9 0 I 
( C h r i s t i n e McDonald) 

S i s t e r M.of S t . W i l l i b r o d , I9OO-I9IO 
( F l o r a McDonald) 

S i s t e r M.of S t . T h e c l a , I902-I907 
C a t h e r i n e McCormick) 

S i s t e r M.of S t . D o n a l d a , I902- I908 
(Annie McDonell) 

Sister M.of St.Fiorina, I903-I9II 
( E l i z a b e t h Kennedy) 

S i s t e r M.of S t .Oswald , I 9 0 3 - I 9 I I 
(Margaret Morris) 

Sister M.of St.Antoninus, I905-I906 
( C a t h e r i n e W i l l i a m s ) 5 

In t h e Archives of the S i s t e r s of Holy C r o s s , S t , 

j a u r e n t , Quebec, we f ind Bishop L o r r a i n ' s f i r s t l e t t e r t o t h e 

Super ior G e n e r a l , Mother M.of S t . B a s i l , a t r a n s l a t i o n of which 

' o l l o w s : 

5 S i s t e r s of Holy C r o s s , C h r o n i c l e s of S t . Ann's 
Convent, Renfrew, Vo l . 1 , I 8 8 7 - I 9 0 5 , p p . 10-137 . 
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Pembroke. 

July 26,1886. 

Reverend Mother Superior,CS.C. 

Sister, 
The Reverend P. Rougier, Pastor of Renfrew, 

one of the best parishes of this Vicariate, is 
actually building a magnificent two-storey brick 
house, to serve as parochial school for girls, and 
wishes to place this school under the direction of 
religious. 

I humbly come to ask if your Community 
would assume this charge. You will find on separate 
sheet the conditions suggested by the School Board 
and by the Pastor, as well as the duties and the 
obligations required of the Sisters. 

Could you not arrange to meet me in Montreal 
the 27th or 28th. of the current month? I shall be 
at Academie St. Antoine, just across from the 
Bishop's House, the morning of the 27th. 

Hoping to receive a favourable reply, 
I remain sincerely 

Your very devoted in Christ, 

(Signed) N.Z. Lorrain, V.A.P.6 

The agreement is found in the Minute Book of 1he 

Separate School Board. 

Agreement between the Corporation of 
the Sisters Marianites of the Holy 
Cross of St. Laurent and the Trustees 
ofthe R.C Separate School of Renfrew, 
Ontario. 

The Trustees Agree: 
1st, To give the sisters comfortable 

lodgings in the new convent, 
Renfrew, and to provide for all 
necessary repairs to said 
lodgings as well as to all the 
rest of the convent property, 

2nd, To supply all the required 
furniture and fuel (coal) for 
the classrooms. 

6 Very Rev, Narcisse Lorrain, File B.17» in the 
Archives of the Sisters of Holy Cross, Section on Foundations, 
St. Laurent, Quebec, 
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3rd, To pay the sum of ($250.00), 
two hundred and fifty dollars 
per annum to each teaching 
sister. The sisters' salary 
must be paid every three months. 

The Corporation of the Sisters Agree: 
1st, To send two competent sisters to 

teach parochial school for girls 
in the R.C Separate School of 
Renfrew, giving a good sound 
English education, also to give 
at reasonable intervals, lessons 
in French to such pupils, whose 
parents may desire it. 

2nd. To provide the furniture and the 
fuel for sisters' use and to have 
the care of classrooms and stoves. 

3rd. To attend Mass with the pupils 
on Sundays and holy days and 
assist in preparing children 
for first Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, etc. if so required 
by the parish priest. 

It is to be understood that lessons 
in music as well as any especial 
select classes which it may be ad­
visable to have hereafter, shall be 
under the sole charge and emoluments 
of the sisters. 

Should either party desire to dis­
continue the present agreement, 
a notice of at least three months 
shall be given to the other party. 

(Signed) J.K. 0»Gorman, Chairman, 
James McCrea, Secretary, 

John Brougham, Michael French, 
August, Ritz, Michael Fitzmaurice, 
Sr.Mary of St.Basile,Superior General, 
Rev. Paul Rougier, Ptre. Cure.' 

7 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 11, 
L886, p. i-7-1-8. 
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This i s a f f i x e d wi th t h e s e a l of the Roman C a t h o l i c 

Sepa ra t e School Board , t he S i s t e r s ' s e a l and the Ep i scopa l 

s e a l . 

P r e c e d i n g t h e drawing up of t h i s agreement a s e r i e s 

of l e t t e r s from the P a s t o r fo l lowed the B i s h o p ' s formal i n ­

v i t a t i o n t o t e a c h i n Renfrew. These l e t t e r s exp l a in every 

d e t a i l of t h e miss ion t h e S i s t e r s were to u n d e r t a k e . 

A p p a r e n t l y , i n one of t h e Mother G e n e r a l ' s l e t t e r s she s t a t e d 

t h a t the S i s t e r s would be a v a i l a b l e i n September, 1887> f o r 

Fa the r Rougier wrote on November 1 5 , 1886, e x p l a i n i n g t h a t i t 

would be i m p o s s i b l e t o wa i t u n t i l September because t h e school 

year was from Janua ry t o J a n u a r y , 

Th i s brought speedy a c t i o n , so ve ry e a r l y on the 

t w e n t i e t h of J a n u a r y , I 8 8 7 , t h e a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e dea th of 

the Founder , F a t h e r Moreau, and t h e r e f o r e a memorable day f o r 

t h e Congrega t ion , t h r e e s i s t e r s , S i s t e r M. of S t . R o c h , ( E l i z a ­

be th Dugas ) , S u p e r i o r , S i s t e r s M. of S t , G e r t r u d e ( C a t h e r i n e 

Tracy) and S t . C a t h e r i n e of A l e x a n d r i a , ( C a t h e r i n e J a n e t Mc­

Donel l ) , eve r f a i t h f u l t o t h e mis s iona ry s p i r i t of t h e i r 

z e a l o u r f o u n d e r , l e f t t h e Mother House to beg in an a p o s t o l a t e 

among C h r i s t ' s l i t t l e ones i n the v a l l e y of the Bonnechere . 

Upon a r r i v a l t hey were met by t h e P a s t o r who l e d the 

way t o the Convent s i t u a t e d a s h o r t d i s t a n c e from the s t a t i o n . 

A t r a n s l a t i o n of the d e s c r i p t i o n of the b u i l d i n g given i n 
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Rev. A. B a r b e z i e u x ' s book r e a d s as f o l l o w s : 

I n I887 F a t h e r Rougier b u i l t a b r i c k conven t , 
a f i n e t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g which c o s t $ 8 , 0 0 0 . He 
asked t h e S i s t e r s of Holy Cross from S t . Laurent 
t o occupy i t . These e x c e l l e n t r e l i g i o u s found 
favour a t once wi th the p e o p l e . These s i s t e r s 
were charged w i t h t h e s e p a r a t e schoo l for g i r l s 
bu t l i k e the s i s t e r s i n Arnpr io r they d id not 
accept boarders.*-* 

As Fa ther Rougier gave the s u p e r i o r the keys of the 

convent he s a i d , " In f u t u r e when I wish to e n t e r your convent 

I must knock" .9 

He a l s o t o l d the S i s t e r s t h a t he wished the convent t o be 

p l aced under the pa t ronage of S t . Ann. This was a s u r p r i s e 

t o them as the Mother General had a l r e a d y named i t , " H o l y 

F a m i l y " . However, t h e P a s t o r ' s wish was r e s p e c t e d and t h e 

convent b e a r s t h e name he c h o s e . 

On January 2lj.th, 1887 , j u s t t h r e e days a f t e r t h e i r 

a r r i v a l , t he S i s t e r s began an a p o s t o l a t e of t e a c h i n g i n Ren­

frew which con t inued u n t i l t h e p r e s e n t day . 

Among the n i n e t y - t h r e e p u p i l s i n the f i r s t en ro lmen t , twen ty -

t h r e e were smal l b o y s . In a p r e v i o u s l e t t e r t h e P a s t o r had 

e x p l a i n e d t o the Mother General t h a t f o r a t ime t h e S i s t e r s 

would have to t a k e the l i t t l e boys under n ine wi th the g i r l s , 

but as soon as t h e r e would be a s u f f i c i e n t number of g i r l s t o 

8 Rev. De B a r b e z i e u x , P . A . o . c . , Ep iscopa t De Monseig-
neur Guigues , p , 3^0. 

9 S i s t e r s of Holy C r o s s , C h r o n i c l e s of S t . Ann's 
Convent , Renfrew, Vol . 1 , 1887, V^~T* 
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f i l l t h e two c l a s s r o o m s , the boys would be withdrawn and giver 

t o a "Mas te r " . This was due t o the f a c t t h a t a smal l fee was 

e x a c t e d from those who r e g i s t e r e d a t t h e convent and some 

p a r e n t s r e f u s e d to pay i t , hence they l e f t t h e i r g i r l s a t 

t h e o l d s c h o o l . This s i t u a t i o n was remedied a few months 

l a t e r . 1 0 

The p u p i l s were a s s i g n e d to t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c l a s s ­

rooms, t h e s e n i o r s t o be t augh t by S i s t e r M.of S t . C a t h e r i n e 

wh i l e t h e j u n i o r s would have S i s t e r M.of S t . Gert rude fo r a 

t e a c h e r . The opening day Bishop L o r r a i n came from Pembroke 

t o b l e s s t h e convent and to b i d the S i s t e r s welcome to h i s 

V i c a r i a t e . The event i s r e c o r d e d in t h e p a r i s h r e g i s t e r t h u s : 

The twen ty - fou r th of J a n u a r y I887 
the opening day of c l a s s e s by the 
M a r i a n i t e S i s t e r s of Holy Cross 
i n p r e sence of a number of p a r e n t s 
of t he p u p i l s and o t h e r s from 
Renfrew p a r i s h and the P a s t o r Rev. 
P a u l Rougier and Rev. F e l i x Devine , 
P a s t o r of Osceo l a , and Bartholomy 
Casey, anc ien cure'', His E x c e l l e n c y , 
Rev. N a r c i s s e L o r r a i n , Bishop of 
the V i c a r i a t e of P o n t i a c b l e s s e d 
the new b u i l d i n g which i s p l a c e d 
under the p r o t e c t i o n of t h e t i t l e 
of S a i n t Ann, 

(Signed) N . Z . L o r r a i n , Ev.de Cythere 
V ic .Apos t , de P o n t i a c . H 

10 Op. c i t . , F i l e No. 19 . 

11 Rev. Paul R o u g i e r , S t . F r a n c i s Xavier P a r i s h 
R e g i s t e r , Vo l . 2B, I 8 6 6 - I 8 8 7 , p . 1+12. 
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Many of t h e c h i l d r e n were new Canadians f o r whom 

Eng l i sh was not the m o t h e r - t o n g u e , c o n s e q u e n t l y , the work for 

bo th t e a c h e r s and p u p i l s was a rduous . The t e a c h e r s soon 

r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e i r cha rges were anxious t o l e a r n as they 

worked very h a r d t o g ra sp the l e s s o n s t a u g h t , and fo l lowed 

a s s i d u o u s l y t h e S i s t e r s ' c o u n s e l . Hence the seed of t r u t h 

grew a long w i t h t h e i r mas te ry of t h e t h r e e R ' s . In l a t e r 

y e a r s t h e s e same boys and g i r l s became Renfrew's s t a u n c h e s t 

C a t h o l i c s and i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n s . 

Wi th in a few months the numbers of p u p i l s i n c r e a s e d 

s t e a d i l y and now t h e r e were f i f t y l i t t l e b o y s , so on A p r i l 

6 th a l l t he boys r e t u r n e d to the C e n t r a l School which was 

t a u g h t by Mr. P a t r i c k O'Dea and Miss Suzan Morgan. 

The p a r i s h i o n e r s of the p a r i s h took a keen i n t e r e s t 

i n the p r o g r e s s of t h e i r daugh te r s a t t he Convent Schoo l . 

One such p a r e n t was t h e aforement ioned Hon. M.J . O 'Brien who 

from t h e day t h e S i s t e r s a r r i v e d u n t i l h i s dea th i n 19ljl was 

a l o y a l b e n e f a c t o r . On May 2nd 1887, he o f f e r e d a s i l v e r 

medal f o r e x c e l l e n c e i n a l l s u b j e c t s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to 

no te t h a t t h e f i r s t winner of t h i s Medal was h i s n i e c e , Mary 

Theresa T i e m e y , who i n 1891 became the f i r s t p o s t u l a n t from 
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Renfrew to enter the Congregation of the Holy Cross.12 

A few weeks later Mr. M.J. O'Brien's brother, John, 

also donated a medal to be given to the girl who distinguishec 

herself for good conduct and politeness. It was Alice 

Williams who won it, and all who came in contact with this 

affable woman during the half-century she served as house­

keeper in St. Francis Xavier rectory would readily understand 

why she was the winner, 

June 17th marked the twenty-second anniversary of 

Father Rougier's ordination so the pupils had a reception in 

his honour. When the program came to a close the Pastor did 

not try to hide his emotion, for this was the first time this 

worthy priest had been feted by his children. The cultural 

side of their education was already going hand in hand with 

their formal education. 

Toward the end of June oral examinations took place 

in the presence of parents, friends, trustees, and the Pastor. 

The children answered excellently and everyone left the school 

feeling well satisfied with both teachers and pupils. There 

were one hundred and fifty girls now in attendance. 

12 Mary's magnetic personality and outstanding 
scholarship was immediately perceived by the Community. She 
was given the name of Sister M, of St. James and at an early 
age became a Superior. Her administrative ability and her 
gift of leadership as an Educator was well expressed by the 
Montreal School Board: "A woman of vigor and progress who 
well knows the educational equipment needed by our Catholic 
girls." 
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On June 21st 1887, "the trustees made this motion: 

Moved by Mr. O'Connor, seconded by Mr. Londeau 
and resolved that the thanks of this Board be tend­
ered to our Rev. Pastor for the zealous efforts in 
the cause of education and for the economical and 
efficient manner in building the Convent, thus 
crowning the educational works of our parish.13 

The following September a music teacher Sister M. of 

St.Albert joined the pioneer band of teachers at the Convent. 

Since that September in 1887, the Sisters of Holy Cross have 

maintained special classes devoted to the teaching of vocal 

and instrumental music. 

The music class from the outset was very popular and 

as early as 189!+ children were being prepared for both 

written and instrumental examinations. In June of that year 

sixteen pupils obtained music diplomas,1^-

Sister M.of St. Roch also announced that she would 

teach French to pupils whose parents desired it. Even at this 

early date a department of Home Economics was opened and 

former pupils attribute much of their success in housekeeping 

to this Thursday afternoon class. 

When Bishop Lorrain visited St, Ann's School in the 

month of October, 1887, he was pleasantly surprised to find 

the auditorium decorated with various coloured banners on 

13 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 
II, I887, p. 55. 

llj. Sisters of Holy Cross, Chronicles of St. Ann's 
Convent, Renfrew, Vol. I, I89IL. p.30. 
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which were written words of welcome in Latin, English, French 

and Polish. Fully realizing the efficiency and devotedness 

of the Sisters, he commended them for instilling into the 

hearts and minds of their young charges that command of the 

Perfect Teacher, "Little children love one another". He 

closed his visit to the Convent School with these words, 

"Today I am very happy and well satisfied with you and your 

teachers".15 

A month later, November 30th 1887, Mr. Whyte, the 

Separate School Inspector, made his first official visit to 

the School. The Act of Visit1^ which he sent to the Separate 

School Board shows that he was favourably impressed with the 

work done by Sisters M.of St. Catherine of Alexandria, 

Gertrude and Celestine, the latter having come to Renfrew in 

September 1887. 

When Sister Catherine died in 1902 the Renfrew people 

were filled with grief. 

Her influence on the children was very beneficial, 
having shown herself especially kind and interested 
in the poor* Her pupils appreciated her discretion, 
mildness and charity.1? 

15 Sisters of Holy Cross, Chronicles of St. Ann's 
Convent, Renfrew, 1888, p. 15. 

16 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 
II, Meeting of March 8, 1887, p. 52. 

17 Soeurs de Ste. Croix et Des Sept Doleurs, 
flecrologique, Montreal, Vol. I, No. 91, I85I-I915, p. 81. 
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As we r e a d on i n the Minute Books of the Sepa ra t e 

School Board and t h e Chron ic l e s of the Convent , we f i n d t h a t 

t h e g i r l s c o n t i n u e d to p r o g r e s s i n t h e i r s t u d i e s and t h a t 

I n s p e c t o r Whyte con t inued to be s a t i s f i e d wi th the t e a c h e r s . 

Ten y e a r s a f t e r S t . Ann 's School o p e n e d / t h i s same 

I n s p e c t o r i n 1898 c o n g r a t u l a t e d the S i s t e r s not on ly on t h e 

good answers the c h i l d r e n gave , but a l so on the n e a t n e s s of 

the cop i e s and t h e gene ra l behaviour of t h e g i r l s . He t o l d 

t h e t e a c h e r s t h a t t h e i r own decorum and re f inement was r e ­

f l e c t e d i n t h e i r p u p i l s . 1 ® 

This compliment i s a l l the more p r a i s e w o r t h y when we 

r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e were only t h r e e t e a c h e r s a t t h i s t ime fo r 

I9I4. g i r l s . The g r e a t e r number were i n the pr imary d i v i s i o n , 

i n those days c a l l e d f i r s t and second book. I n S i s t e r M.of 

S t . Edwin ' s School R e g i s t e r f o r 1898 one hundred f o u r t e e n 

names a re l i s t e d . 1 9 S i s t e r M.of S t . P a u l a had fo r t y - two and 

the remainder were i n S i s t e r M.of S t . E u s e b i a ' s c l a s s . Some 

of t h e l a t t e r ' s p u p i l s were fo l l owing t h e h igh school cou r se 

of s t u d y . The secondary depar tment of S t . Ann ' s Convent 

School w i l l now be c o n s i d e r e d . 

18 Renfrew Sepa ra t e School Board, Minute Book, Vol . 
I I , I898, p . 275.. 

19 S i s t e r M.of S t . Edwin, P u b l i c School Da i ly 
R e g i s t e r , Dept . of E d u c a t i o n , To ron to , 1«95 , p p . 2 6 - 2 8 . 
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2. The High School Department 

In the early days of Upper Canada the grammar school 

was considered as a classical preparatory course for college. 

It was not until I87I that separate high schools came into 

existence and gradually took their place in the structure of 

Ontario education. 

As early as 1872, W. E. Smallfield, in his book The 

Story of Renfrew, mentions that a committee was chosen to 

take initiatory steps for the construction of a high school. 

However, that this committee was not active is evident from 

a letter the Deputy Superintendent for Ontario wrote the 

School Board in 187^, warning them that their grant would be 

retained if better accommodation for high school students was 

not provided.1 Previous to the arrival of this notice there 

was trouble regarding the conduct of a Mr. Bryce, the head­

master of the school, 

Mr. Bryce had proved incapable of managing the 
school and on February 7'tn> 1872, he was notified 
that he would not be needed after this month.2 

This gentleman naturally did not take kindly to his dismissal 

which caused the Board considerable worry and necessitated 

several meetings on the matter. Finally Mr. Jenkins, the 

1 W.E. Smallfield, Story of Renfrew, Mercury Print, 
1919, p. 151. 

2 Ibid. , p. 151. 
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County Inspector, notified the members of the School Board 

on March 2nd. that the school was being demoralized and that 

the headmaster must be dismissed at once. Rev. Robert Campbell 

was requested to take over the school until a new headmaster 

could be engaged. 

Finally by 1875 there was a new school building and a 

new staff of teachers, but two years later in 1877» "the 

Ontario Government announced its policy of founding Model 

Schools for the training of teachers and one of these was to 

be located in Renfrew. As a result the High School building 

was used for this new venture and temporary accommodation was 

again resorted to for the students.3 

Father Rougier's experienced eye was on all these 

proceedings and he followed closely the text-books used. In 

I883 he complained to the Department of Education about the 

use of Marmion by Sir Walter Scott as an English literature 

text. With dogged determination he had it changed to The 

Traveller by Oliver Goldsmith. 

3 Ipid»» P« 1^3» 
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In soliciting Sisters for the Convent school he had 

a high school department in mind, for even prior to their 

arrival in Renfrew, Father Rougier told Mother General that 

as soon as possible he wanted "une haute classe privee" and 

begged for a competent Sister to take charge of it.̂ " 

A month after the Sisters' arrival he wrote again 

stating the necessity of starting a High School class in 

September in order that the Convent school would compare 

favourably with the Protestant school.5 

His wish for a competent High School teacher was 

granted but not until September 1888 when Mother General sent 

to Renfrew one of the Community's outstanding teachers, 

Sister Mary of St. Eusebia. Keenly intelligent, her discern­

ing mind grasped fully the possibilities, as well as the 

responsibilities of the religious teacher. She was both 

scholar and teacher whose fund of knowledge and modern 

teaching methods achieved much through a deeply spiritual 

and winning personality. 

!L Rev. Paul Rougier, File N0.I9, Archives of Sisters 
of Holy Cross, St. Laurent, Quebec. 

5 Ibid., File N0.I9. 

6 Sister was the daughter of Laughlin McKinnan and 
Catherine McDonald. They came from Scotland and settled in 
the little Glengarrian town of Alexandria. There on Nov. 18, 
I858 Elizabeth was born and here she received her education 
from the Sisters of Holy Cross. 
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Sister lost no opportunity for self-improvement and encouragec 

others to do likewise. In I899 she became Superior of the 

Renfrew convent and later Prefect of Studies for the Commun­

ity. She was well fitted for both offices for her interest 

in, and devotedness to the great cause of Catholic Education 

knew no bounds. Renfrew was indeed fortunate in having the 

services of this brilliant teacher for nearly fifteen years. 

On arriving in Renfrew she immediately assembled the 

pupils who were preparing to enter High School, and proceeded 

to examine them. The results were not good. She wrote to 

the Inspector telling him that the pupils were not far enough 

advanced to step into High School and asked if it would not 

be better to continue on with the same text-books until they 

became more proficient. He replied giving Sister much 

encouragement and wishing her every success. However, he 

advised her to start using the High School text-books at once 
7 

in order that the pupils would become familiar with them.' 

Hence, on September 1st 1888, t he secondary depart­

ment of the Convent School opened with ten pupils in 

attendance. To maintain the cost of this new venture in 

Catholic Education each pupil paid a tuition fee of two 

dollars a month. 

7 Sisters of Holy Cross, Chronicles of St. Ann's 
Convent, Renfrew, Vol. 1, p. 25. 
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When i n June 1890 I n s p e c t o r Whyt e made h i s annual 

v i s i t to the c l a s s e s of the e lementary school he consented t o 

a s s i s t i n the examinat ion of the High School p u p i l s , a l though 

t h i s c l a s s was p r i v a t e andnot under the c o n t r o l of t he School 

Board. He found the g i r l s making e x c e l l e n t p rogress and 

h e a r t i l y approved and p r a i s e d the t e a c h i n g methods of S i s t e r 

Mary of S t . E u s e b i a . At t h i s v i s i t he expressed the hope 

t h a t t h i s c l a s s , l i k e the two o t h e r s , would soon come under 

t h e c o n t r o l of the School Board. This would give him the 

a u t h o r i t y t o examine the p u p i l s and s e t t he examinat ions for 

the c l a s s . 

The I n s p e c t o r ' s r e q u e s t was d i s c u s s e d by t h e members 

of the School Board and i n the Minutes of January 2 0 t h , I 8 9 I , 

we r e a d : 

Moved by Mr. M. Ringrose, seconded by Mr. F. Coulas 
that the secretary write to Hon. C F. Fraser to en­
deavour to ascertain if the Roman Catholics upon estab­
lishing a High School in connection with the Separate 
School could be exempt from paying taxes to the Pro­
vincial High School.o 

The Hon. C F. Fraser replied that there was no 

legislation exempting Catholics from paying taxes to Public 

High Schools. As a result of this letter, the Secondary Class 

continued on a private basis until 1895 when His Excellency 

8 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 
II, p, 127. 
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Bishop Lorrain wrote the School Board offering to pay one 

hundred dollars a year towards the salary of the High School 

Teacher if the School Board would also pay the same amount.9 

The matter was discussed thoroughly by the Board and finally 

the following letter was sent to the Mother General. 

Sr.M. of St. Basil, 
Sup.Gen. Convent of Holy Cross, 
St. Laurent, Quebec. 
Rev. Sister, 

I am authorized to state 
to you that at a recent meeting of 
the Board a resolution was passed to 
the effect that the Board will accept 
control of the High School Class in 
the Convent and pay the teacher a 
salary of $200 per annum and allow her 
to retain monthly fees collected from non­
resident pupils. 

Yours respectfully, 

(signed) P . J . Q'Dea, 
Sec re t a ry . 1 0 

In the annual High School examinations the g i r l s 

continued to do very w e l l . In 1891 Rev. Brother Tobias , 

Provinc ia l and school v i s i t o r of the Chr i s t ian Brothers for 

the Province of Ontario conducted the June examination in 

many s u b j e c t s . He found tha t the g i r l s compared very favour­

ably with the pupi ls in Ottawa, Toronto and Mont rea l . 1 1 

9 I b i d . , p . 236. 

10 Op. c i t . , F i le No. 19. 

11 Sisters of Holy Cross, Chronicles of St. Ann's 
Convent, Renfrew, 1891, Vol. 1, p. 3lj.b, 
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I n A p r i l 1896 the I n s p e c t o r ' s r e p o r t was r ead a t t h e 

Board mee t ing and i n i t h igh t r i b u t e was pa id t o t h e e f f i c i e n ­

cy of t h e t e a c h i n g a t the Convent . "And", s a i d I n s p e c t o r 

Whyte, " t h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e of the t e a c h e r i n t h e s e n i o r 

d e p a r t m e n t . " 1 2 Th is t e a c h e r was S i s t e r Eusebia who t h a t June 

had e i g h t p u p i l s w r i t e the High School Entrance Examina t ions , 

whi le e l even went t o Pembroke to t r y the P r o v i n c i a l Examina­

t i o n s . 3 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y n e i t h e r the success of t he p u p i l s nor 

the s a l a r y arrangement of 1895 was ab le to keep the High 

School c l a s s i n o p e r a t i o n . In September 1898 j u s t t e n y e a r s 

a f t e r i t had opened, the S i s t e r s were ob l iged to c l o s e i t . 

On September s i x t h , e i g h t p u p i l s r e g i s t e r e d f o r 
the Supe r io r cou r se but on September t w e l f t h i t was 
deemed n e c e s s a r y t o send t h e s e p u p i l s t o the P u b l i c 
High School* 14 

The r e a s o n given f o r t h i s a c t i o n in the Chron ic l e s was the 

l a c k of a f u l l - t i m e L a t i n p r o f e s s o r . Beyond doubt t h i s was 

not the on ly r e a s o n . Two o t h e r s were: i n s u f f i c i e n t funds and 

t h e smal l number of g i r l s a t t e n d i n g . Because of Depar tmental 

r e g u l a t i o n s S i s t e r was p e r m i t t e d t o p repare the g i r l s t o ge t 

on ly a Th i rd Class t e a c h i n g c e r t i f i c a t e i f they so d e s i r e d 

t o e n t e r t h i s p r o f e s s i o n , whi le a t the P u b l i c High School 

12 Renfrew Sepa ra t e School Board, Minute Book, Vol . 
I I , I 8 9 6 , p . 2lj.8. 

13 Op. c i t . , Vol . I , p . 50. 

ill- Op. c i t . , Vo l . I , p . 6 5 . 
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they could obtain their full matriculation which would give 

them the opportunity to become teachers with either first or 

second class qualifications. The last pupils Sister prepared 

for this teaching certificate wrote in June I898. They were: 

Evelyn Martin, Mary Brousseau, Mary Judge, Maira 
Beaudette, Melina Rousselle, Lina Galvin, Helene 
Carriere , Meline Pauze, Emily Judge, Mary Gorman and 
Katie O'Neil.1? 

The Department of Education was at this time making it more 

and more difficult for Private High Schools to function. 

This was even more remarked where a Public High School was 

already operating. It finally did prohibit the teaching of 

advanced high school subjects in Public and Separate schools.XD 

Today many citizens of Renfrew and elsewhere cherish 

fond memories of Sister Mary of St. Eusebia and St. Ann's 

High School and they attribute much of their success in life 

to the training they received there. Eight of her graduates 

joined various sisterhoods while several became successful 

lay teachers and nurses. The first graduate to become a 

teacher was Mrs. Edward Scott, the former Annie Theresa Barry, 

who is still living and who recalls her days in St. Ann's 

School as the happiest of her life. 

15 Sr.M. of St.Eusebia, Public School Register, Dept. 
of Education, Toronto, 1898, p. 28^ 

16 E.F. Henderson, A. Kelly, J.M. Pigott, H. St. 
Jacques, Historical Sketch of the Separate School of Ontario 
and the Catholic Sep. Schools Minority Report, O.E.CT.A. , 
Toronto, 1950, p. 76. 
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Of S i s t e r she s a y s , "Her p u p i l s l e a r n e d by word and example 

t h a t c o n s t a n t s tudy and c a r e f u l p r e p a r a t i o n i n t h e d a i l y 

r o u t i n e of the c lass room would mean s u c c e s s . ' 

With the c l o s e of t h e High School Department came alsi 

t he c l o s e of t h e f i r s t decade i n the l i f e of t h e Convent 

s c h o o l . During t h e s e yea r s young g i r l s acqu i red knowledge 

i n the realm of s e c u l a r l e a r n i n g , but what i s more i m p o r t a n t , 

t hey ga ined much i n the realm of the s p i r i t , - t he c o n v i c t i o n 

t h a t C h r i s t i a n c h a r i t y i s a l i v i n g t h i n g . 

Among t h e many s a c r i f i c e s exac ted from t h e S i s t e r s 

dur ing t h i s f i r s t decade of t h e i r p i o n e e r a p o s t o l a t e , was the 

l o s s of t h e i r be loved P a s t o r , Rev. Pau l Roug ie r . God c a l l e d 

him t o h i s e t e r n a l reward in 1893 , j u s t s i x y e a r s a f t e r t h e i r 

a r r i v a l i n Renfrew. He was only f i f t y - s e v e n y e a r s old and 

had l aboured twenty-seven y e a r s i n S t . F r a n c i s Xavier P a r i s h . 

I n one of the p a r i s h r e g i s t e r s we r e a d t he se l i n e s , "His l i f e 

was a s u c c e s s i o n of new p a r i s h improvements" . 1 " B u i l d i n g 

t h e Convent school for g i r l s was but one of them. The next 

Chapter w i l l r e l a t e a n o t h e r , De La S a l l e I n s t i t u t e and t h e 

educa t ion of b o y s . 

17 Mrs. Annie S c o t t , Centenary Book S i s t e r s of Holy 
C r o s s , 191+7. (pages not numbered.) 

18 Rev. P . T . Ryan, Notes on H i s t o r y of Renfrew P a r i s h 
Archives of S t . F r a n c i s Xavier P a r i s h , Renfrew, (pages not 
numbered.) 
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CHAPTER III 

THE BROTHERS AND THE BOYS 

(1890 - 1896) 

As a consequence of the little boys being transferred 

from the Convent School in April 1887 to the old school on 

Lochiel Street, which was built in 1882, the Convent became a 

school exclusively for girls, while the former was known as 

the Boys' School. In charge of this two-roomed school was 

Patrick O'Dea aided by Miss Susan Morgan. In July 1888, a 

few months after he had accepted the position of principal, 

Mr. O'Dea was obliged to resign through ill-health. 

The School Board now asked the Pastor, Father Rougier, 

to try to obtain religious teachers for the boys. They 

assured him of their satisfaction with the Sisters and wanted 

the boys to have the same advantages and similar training.1 

Nothing pleased the Pastor more, for true educator 

that he was, he saw the need for improving the status of 

beaching in the Boys' School. 

1 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. II, 
Meeting of July 13, 1888, p. 67. 
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He immediately took steps to enlist the services of the 

scholarly sons of Saint John Baptist de la Salle.2 

January of I890 brought the Brothers to Renfrew and 

June I896 saw them leave. Not without purpose did they come 

and not without reason did they depart. This Chapter will 

view two phases of their sojourn in the village of Renfrew -

their school, De La Salle Institute, and the circumstances 

which forced them to abandon it. 

1. De La Salle Institute 

In the Archives of the Brothers of the Christian 

Schools, Montreal, is the original letter of the Reverend 

Paul Rougier, Pastor at Renfrew, to the Reverend Brother 

Arnold of Jesus, F.C.S., asking for a foundation of the 

Brothers of the Christian Schools. 

2 This Saint devoted himself unceasingly to the 
education and instruction of children and youth. His great 
work was the founding of the Congregation of the Brothers of 
the Christian Schools , which for two centuries has not ceased 
to advance the teaching of youth on sound Christian principles. 
He died in I719 and was canonized May 2l|, I9OO. 

(St. John's Daily Missal, p.1113) 
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Renfrew, Ontario, 
July 11,1888. 

Reverend Bro. Arnold of Jesus, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

Reverend Brother, 

I had the pleasure of seeing 
you here in Renfrew a few years ago, and, as 
I do not know your Brother Superior, I am 
writing to you to obtain the following informa­
tion; would it be possible to engage two 
Brothers of your Congregation for our primary 
school here in Renfrew? The teaching is done 
in English. In the event of this matter being 
a possibility, to whom ought I to address 
myself for such a request and to make the 
necessary arrangements? Supposing this to be 
likely, I would even go down to Montreal to 
explain and regulate matters in this regard. 

Now here are a few details 
which will enable you to visualize our 
position and our needs. At present our school 
for boys comprises 110 pupils. Renfrew has 
grown rapidly of late and further projects 
for the railway will contribute still more to 
its development. Its population to-day numbers 
2,600, and we are about half, or slightly more 
than that number. 

We have the Marianite Sisters 
of Holy Cross for our school for girls for 
nearly two years now; it is especially since 
we have had these good Sisters in our midst 
that my parishioners are most desirous of 
having the Brothers for the boys' school. 

Thus there isn't the slightest 
doubt that the Brothers would be readily 
accepted here; that they would succeed very 
well and that my people would be disposed to 
make any sacrifices necessary for their support. 
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A reply from you would please 
me greatly. 

Begging you to believe me your 
devoted servant in Jesus Christ, 

I am, 

(Signed) P. Rougier, Pastor.3 

Unfortunately, the writer can find no reply to this 

letter but this is not surprising for at this time the English 

Brothers were endeavouring to set up in Toronto a district, 

distinct from Montreal. It was opened in June 1888̂ " a month 

before Father Rougier wrote his letter. This also explains 

why he did not address his letter to the Superior General in 

Montreal, and why he asks Brother Arnold, "To whom should I 

address myself?" 

The Christian Brothers were brought to Toronto by 

Bishop de Charbonnel in May 1851 and by 1878 there were forty 

Brothers teaching in the city.5 It was Brother Arnold who in 

I87I opened the first school in Toronto to be called "De La 

Salle Institute", and it was this school that became in 1880 

" De La Salle Novitiate and Training School" with Brother 

Arnold as Director. 

3 Rev. P. Rougier, Archi ves, Freres Pes Ecoles Chret-
iennes, Secre'tariat, Mont-De-La-Salle, L.D.R. , Montreal, Que. 

1L The Christian Brothers, L'Oeuvre D' Un Siecle, 
Montreal, 1937, P- i22. 

5 Ibid. , p. 88. 
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In July 1880 Brother Arnold sent a Circular Letter 

to all the English speaking parishes throughout Ontario. 

In it he set forth the purpose of the Institution and it 

bore the approbation of the Archbishop of Toronto and the 

Bishop of London. 

De La Salle Novitiate and 
Normal School, Toronto, 
Circular, July 20, 1880. 

At the request of His Grace, the 
Archbishop and their Lordships 
the Bishops of the Province, the 
above Institution in which can­
didates will be carefully pre­
pared in all that appertains to 
the instruction of youth, is now 
opened. 
It should be borne in mind by all 
who have the interest of youth at 
heart, that a Religious Education 
is the first seed of grace and 
virtue, which can never be extir­
pated. 

(signed) Brother Arnold, 
De La Salle Institute, 

Toronto. 

Approbation 

We bless, approve and recommend 
this excellent and necessary 
work of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools. 

(signed) John Joseph Lynch, 
Archbishop of Toronto. 
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Approbation 

I heartily approve of this most 
laudable undertaking of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools. 

(signed) John Walsh, , 
Bishop of London. 

To have competent Catholic teachers, a Normal 

School for their training was absolutely necessary and it 

is not surprising that the Sons of Saint De La Salle 

who founded the first Normal School recorded in the whole 

history of pedagogy would be the first to open such a school 

in Toronto. 

In view of all this we can readily understand now 

why Father Rougier wanted these good men in Renfrew, and why 

he addressed his letter to Brother Arnold. 

Among the numerous letters to be found in the 

Archival material in the Archdiocesan Library, Toronto, is 

a reply from Brother Joseph, the Superior General of the 

Christian Brothers. Archbishop Lynch had written to him 

asking that some special provision be made for English 

subjects. 

6. Brother Arnold, Circular Letter, Archives of 
Archdiocesan Library, Toronto, 1880. 
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The S u p e r i o r G e n e r a l ' s l e t t e r da ted October l 6 , 1885 t e l l s 

t h e Archbishop t h a t the m a t t e r i s under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . ? 

Three y e a r s l a t e r , February 1 9 , 1888, and seven 

months a f t e r F a t h e r Rougier r e q u e s t e d B r o t h e r s f o r Renfrew, 

t h e i r Founder John B a p t i s t de La S a l l e was b e a t i f i e d . To 

mark t h i s event the Eng l i sh Province of t h e C h r i s t i a n Brothers 

was formed. I n a P a s t o r a l L e t t e r Archbishop Lynch pays 

t r i b u t e to the work of the C h r i s t i a n B r o t h e r s among h i s 

f l o c k . 

The Catholics of Toronto and St. Catherines owe 
much to the Brothers of the Christian Schools. They 
have taught the children admirably both secular and 
religious science for nearly forty years and have 
been content with the scant pittance the Catholics 
could afford to pay them, for they are true servants 
of God, and they never relinquish their task nor 
lessen their holy and self-sacrificing work." 

Although we have seen from references used that 

Brother Arnold was a zealous pioneer in the District of Toron­

to , it is not he but Brother Tobias Josephus9 who is referred 

7 Archbishop J.J. Lynch, Letter Book, in the Archives 
of the Archdiocesan Library, Toronto, ucx. i6, 1885. 

8 Archbishop J.J. Lynch, Pastoral Letter, in the 
Archives of the Archdiocesan Library, Toronto, April 25, 1888. 

9 Tobias Josephus (I888-I89I1.) Director of the District 
of Toronto. Son of a teacher, born in I867 at St. Catherine 
de Port-neuf. He taught in Toronto and St.John's N.B. He 
loved the Institute as a child loves its mother; this is why 
he composed a series of English grammars-Lessons in English. 
Director at De La Salle, also Inspector of Toronto Schools, he 
was named Visitor in 1888, became founder of the New English 
district which he governed for six years. He died in 
Marseilles, Dec. 20, I899. 
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to as the founder of the English province. He became in 1888 

its first Provincial Superior1^ hence it is he who permitted 

the Brothers to come to Renfrew in 1890 and it was he who was 

responsible for the circumstances which led to their depart­

ure in 1896. 

During the interval between the Pastor's request for 

Brothers in 1888 and their arrival in 1890, the boys were 

taught by Mr. Taylor and Miss Stafford.11 

From July 1888 to May 1, 1889 no mention is made again 

relative to the Christian Brothers. However on that date 

Father Rougier addressed the Board Meeting. He told the 

members that there was "reasonable hope of a successful con­

clusion to his negotiations with the Superior General of the 

Order".!2 A discussion then arose as to how to provide funds 

to build a house for the Brothers. One way would be a volun­

tary subscription among the Separate School supporters. 

according to the plan adopted by Rev. Father 
Rougier, who assumes the task of raising the subscrip­
tion himself - that is by the subscribers signing 
Promissory Notes, and the balance by a loan.i3 

10 the Christian Brothers, L'Oeuvre D'Un Siecle, Mon­
treal, 1937, p. 122. 

11 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. II, 
Meeting of Nov. 8, 1888, p. 69. 

12 Ibid., Meeting of May 1, 1889, p. 77. 

13 Ibid., Meeting of May 1, 1889, p. 78. 
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By June 1889 it was decided to add to the Boys' 

Separate School and Mr. C. Caron was to be contractor for the 

sum of $2400 provided he have the addition completed by Dec. 

1889. If not he must pay a penalty of $10 per day. This 

hurried construction and by January 3rd, 1890, the school 

was ready for occupancy. The School Board had appointed 

Father Rougier Inspector of the work and it was done 

"Entirely under his supervision". 1^ 

There were three applications for caretaker: 
J. Sulpher at $46 per annum 
Jeremiah Galvin at $47 per annum 
J. McManus at $50 per annum 

Mr. McManus was hired "provided he furnish all necessaries 

for the work". His duties were as follows: 
1. Scrub rooms at least four times a year. 
2. Sweep them every morning. 
3. Dust them in the morning. 
4. Cut, split and pile wood in the school. 
5. Light fires in the different rooms when 

requested. 
6. Replace broken glass in doors and windows. 
7. Nail up all boards that shall be broken off 

sheds and closets and keep them in repair. 
8. He shall provide everything necessary to do 

his work.15 

It is interesting to compare the work and salary of 

the caretaker in Renfrew Separate School in 1890 and in 1958. 

Today all equipment is supplied by the Board and his salary 

is $3200 per annum I 

14 Ibid., Vol. II, Meeting of May 1, 1889, p. 80. 

15 Ibid., Vol. II, Meeting of Jan. 7, 1890, p. 98. 
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The first applicant J. Sulpher is now the retired head of the 

flourishing M. J. Sulpher Contracting Company. 

The Boys' School henceforth to be known as "De La 

Salle Institute" opened on January 7th, I89I, with Brother 

Simon of Jesus as Director, assisted by Brother Mondolf. The 

only mention made of the opening in the Minute Book is: 

Moved by Mr. Pershick, seconded by Mr. Fitzmaurice 
that M. Fitzmaurice be paid twenty-five cents, he 
having paid that sum to a boy to kindle the fires on 
the morning the Brothers first opened school.1" 

On Friday, January 10th, I89O, the local newspaper, 

The Renfrew Mercury, recorded the opening thus? 

The R.C Separate School opened this week in 
charge of the Christian Brothers. Brother Simon will 
be Principal. Four of the Brothers are here at pres­
ent , but one of them only temporarily. For the pres­
ent it is intended to have only three of them on the 
teaching staff.1? 

Although three Brothers are mentioned here as teach­

ers, only two taught school, the third Brother was cook and 

general housekeeper. This Brother however, did more than 

cook, for, in an interview with the two Letang brothers, Frank 

and Edward, now numbered among Renfrew's "oldtimers", the 

latter told how this good Brother helped him to overcome 

stuttering. While the cook was preparing the noon meal 

Brother Mondolf used to send young Eddie to the kitchen and 

16 Ibid., p. 98. 

17 The Renfrew Mercury, news item, issue of Jan. 10, 
I89I, p. 3, col. 2. 

. , 
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there Brother Cook would have the young lad sing out the let­

ters and difficult words with a marble in his mouth. The 

method today would be considered neither scientific nor peda­

gogical, yet it worked, for Mr. Letang overcame the habit 

before he reached manhood and affectionately recalls his hours 

sitting upon a stool in the Brothers' kitchen.1^ 

There were one hundred and twenty-five boys in the 

school, the majority in the junior grades; hence in March 

I89O, two months after the opening, Brother Simon urged the 

School Board to open another classroom. All that would be 

necessary would be to put up a partition through the centre 

of the lower room. Brother Simon also stated that the Broth­

ers would furnish an additional teacher until the Board could 

get a third one. This action was necessary "owing to the 

overcrowded state of the room at present",19 

Yet no teacher was hired, nor was the third room 

opened, for in December I89O, a "lengthy discussion" arose rel­

ative to engagement of a third teacher and again the result 

was barren.20 Lack of sufficient funds to pay an extra 

teacher seems to be the reason for not having engaged a third 

brother; in July I89O, six months after the Brothers came to 

18 E. Letang. Personal Interview, Lochiel St., 
Renfrew, Feb. 9, 195o. 

19 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 
II, Meeting of March 22, I89O, p. 10!L. 

20 Ibid.. Meeting of Dec. 22. 1890. P. 117* 
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Renfrew, a motion was made to borrow $100 from August R i t z 

to pay t h e B r o t h e r s . 2 1 

J u s t how w e l l the schoo l p r o g r e s s e d under the d i r e c ­

t i o n of t h e B r o t h e r s du r ing t h e f i r s t y e a r , January I89O t o 

December I89O, i s mentioned i n the Minute Book only once when 

t h e I n s p e c t o r ' s r e p o r t was r e a d to the members o f t h e School 

Board a f t e r h i s v i s i t to the s c h o o l , and they were informed 

" s a t i s f a c t o r y p r o g r e s s i s be ing m a d e " . 2 2 

The v i l l a g e was s t e a d i l y growing and as the l a s t 

s t r e t c h of t h e Kingston-Pembroke Railway was be ing completed 

more immigrant r a i l w a y workers were h i r e d . With the i n f l u x 

of immigrants came changes i n t r u s t e e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . At t h e 

c l o s e of t h e year I 8 9 I , i t was agreed upon t h a t t he t r u s t e e s 

s h o u l d be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t i e s i n 

t h e v i l l a g e , hence t h e r e should be t h r e e I r i s h , two French 

and one P o l i s h member.25 

The number of boys now r e g i s t e r e d was one hundred and 

f i f t y and up to February 1 s t , I 8 9 2 , no t h i r d t e a c h e r had been 

engaged. F a t h e r Rougier adv i sed the School Board t h a t the 

Bro the r V i s i t o r , Rev. Bro ther T o b i a s , was expected i n Renfrew, 

c o n s e q u e n t l y they must a v a i l themselves of the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

ask him f o r a t h i r d B r o t h e r . 2 ^ 

21 I b i d . , Vol . I I , Meeting of J u l y 1 8 , I89O, p . 108 . 

22 I b i d . , Vol . I I , Meeting of Nov. 22 , I 8 9 0 , p . 112 . 

23 I b i d . , p . 112. 
. 2l,L J b i d . . Vol . I I , Meet ing of Feb . 1 , I.89?, p„ 150n 
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Brother Simon of Jesus had been replaced as Director by Broth­

er Michael but Brother Mondolf remained. While the Minute 

Book does not record the arrival of a third teacher the 

Personal Book of the English Speaking Province 1888 - 1896 

gives these names for the school in Renfrew in 1892. 

Brother Michael, Principal. 
Brother Mondolf, Teacher. 
Brother Odwin, Teacher.25 

In the winter of 1893 a visiting committee of three 

trustees, A. Gravelle, A. Erwin and J. Judge visited "De La 

Salle Institute" and reported to their fellow members as 

follows: 

We visited De La Salle on the forenoon of Wednes­
day, Jan. 25th, 1893, and found the school generally 
speaking in satisfactory condition. We must submit, 
however, that we did not exactly approve of the high 
school subjects which were being taught in the fifth 
form, believing that the attention and time of the 
teacher is too much taken up with the teaching of 
these subjects to the injury of the pupils in the 
lower division, but we were assured by the Brother 
Principal that his attention is not so much diverted 
as to be detrimental to the progress of t he other 
classes.26 

The report was adopted as read and no further mention of the 

matter is found in the Minute Book. 

25 Personal Correspondence of the Author, letter of 
Brother Oliver, Christian Brother College, Scarboro, dated 
February 3» 1958« 

26 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 
II, Meeting of Feb. 2 , I893, p. I75-I76. 
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From the f l y - l e a f of t h i s book we f i n d t h a t i n June 

I 8 9 3 , t h e number of boys i n "De La S a l l e I n s t i t u t e " was 167. 

The i n c r e a s e no doubt was due t o J . R. B o o t h ' s Ot tawa, Arn-

p r i o r and P a r r y Sound Railway approach ing Renfrew. Harry 

Walker d e s c r i b e s i t w e l l : 

This impor tan t l i n k i n B o o t h ' s r a i l w a y system i n 
the Upper Ottawa h i n t e r l a n d i s now a p a r t of t h e 
Canadian N a t i o n a l Ra i lways . When B o o t h ' s r a i l w a y 
r eached Renfrew in I89I]. t h e v i l l a g e then was on the 
r o u t e of t h r e e impor t an t r a i l w a y s , t he o ther two b e ­
i n g the Canadian P a c i f i c and the Kingston-Pembroke 
now a p a r t of t h e C .P .R . 2 7 

Only t h r e e yea r s a f t e r t h e B r o t h e r s ' a r r i v a l t h e 

h e a l t h of the good p r i e s t , who had been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n b r ing­

ing them to t h e v i l l a g e , began to f a i l both p h y s i c a l l y and 

m e n t a l l y . Although he was but f i f t y - s e v e n y e a r s o l d , h i s 

e x c e s s i v e l a b o r s had taken t h e i r t o l l of h i s s t r e n g t h and on 

May 8 t h , I 8 9 3 , t he l o v i n g f a t h e r of S t . F r a n c i s Xavier pa r i sh ­

ioners went home t o God. 

At h i s f u n e r a l two sermons were p r e a c h e d , t h e f i r s t 

i n French by Rev. Fa ther C l a i r e of A r n p r i o r , t h e second i n 

E n g l i s h by Rev. P . T. Ryan of Mt. S t . P a t r i c k , who l a t e r 

became Bishop of t h e d i o c e s e . 

27 Harry Walker , Renfrew and I t s F a i r Through 100 
Y e a r s , 1953 , p . 57« 
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The latter took as his text "Well done good and faithful 

servant". 

He dwelt upon the goodness, fidelity, foresight 
and prudence of the deceased, as shown by the work he 
had accomplished in the Parish, in replacing the old 
and small frame Church with the present large and 
handsome edifice; building the Separate School and the 
Convent; those who had honestly opposed some of his 
plans at the outset, were obliged to admit that Father 
Rougier had been right and had accomplished an immense 
amount of work in an economical manner, by the zeal 
and energy with which he superintended affairs.28 

In the same issue of the Renfrew Mercury we read, "it is 

rumoured that Rev. Father Ryan will be appointed the late 

Father Rougier's successor",29 This rumour proved to be true 

and while the Brothers had lost not only the founder of their 

Renfrew Institute, but a true friend, they found in Father 

Ryan30 equal qualities of mind and heart as well as sincere 

continued interest in their welfare. 

He was Pastor but a few months when a wave of dis­

content and dissatisfaction with the Brothers' teaching broke 

out among the parents of the boys. This was a painful trial 

for the Sons of St. John Baptist De La Salle and created a 

situation which the Renfrew Brothers were powerless to 

rectify, and which finally led to their withdrawal. 

28 The Renfrew Mercury, issue of May 12, I893, p. 3, 
col. 3. 

29 Ibid. , p. 3, col. II. 

30 Rev. P a t r i c k Thomas Ryan, a n a t i v e son of I r e l a n d , 
came t o Canada as a c h i l d . Like h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , Rev. Fa the r 
R o u g i e r , he s t u d i e d a t t h e Ottawa Col lege and was o rda ined 
i n I 8 8 7 , t h e year t h e S i s t e r s of Holy Cross opened S t . Ann's 
Convent i n Renfrew. 
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The young Father Ryan did his utmost to iron out the diffi­

culties and to give moral support to the principal and his 

staff for which they were most appreciative. In writing of 

the Renfrew Foundation in their Centenary Book the narrator 

says, "The little Community of Renfrew found in Father Ryan 

the best of Fathers".31 

2. The Withdrawal 

A month after Father Rougier's death, June 8, I893, 

the Separate School Board formed a committee 

to interview Father Ryan on the propriety of hav­
ing the Christian Brothers train their pupils with a 
view of their passing the High School Entrance Exam­
ination. ' 

During the following year this request led to a stormy 

period for the Brothers, the Pastor and the School Board, 

In order to prepare their boys to write the High 

School Entrance Examinations the Brothers would have to use 

the Public School text-books because the papers were set in 

conformity with these books. The Brothers were using a 

series of text-books entirely Catholic, and prepared by 

members of their own Community. 

31 The Christian Brothers, L'Oeuvre D'Un Siecle, 
Montreal, 1937 > P» 1+96• 

1 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, 
Meeting of June 8, I893, p. 18LL. 
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Whether the request was made to them during the summer 

vacation or only in the fall of 1893 is not known, but no 

change was made in their system of teaching, nor in their 

books. 

In January 1894 the members of the School Board were 

indignant that their request had been ignored and the Com­

mittee was requested to again interview the Pastor. A 

report of their interview was given at the next meeting. 

We found Father Ryan favourable to the project 
of training pupils for these examinations. He said 
they were now training some pupils at the Convent 
for the High School Entrance Examinations. His Lord­
ship, Bishop Lorrain is in favor of having pupils 
trained there. Father Ryan promised to write to Rev. 
Father Kelly of Kingston to ascertain the mode of 
action pursued by the Kingston Separate School Board 
last summer when making the change from Brothers to 
lay teachers.2 

Whether the Pastor wrote this letter and what reply 

he received, the writer has been unable to discover. Hov/ever, 

in the spring of 1894 the School Board received an answer 

from the Brother Visitor to a letter they had written him 

requesting that Renfrew boys be prepared to write the High 

School Entrance Examinations. 

2 Ibid., Vol. II Meeting of Feb. 1, 1894, p. 199. 
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T o r o n t o . 
March 28 ,189^ . 

Dear S i r : 

Your l e t t e r of t h i s d a t e , (March 1 9 , 
I89I4-) i n r e f e r e n c e t o the p r e p a r a t i o n of the 
boys of De La S a l l e School for t he High School 
En t r ance Examination has been r e c e i v e d . 

We have not agreed t o p r e p a r e boys 
fo r such e x a m i n a t i o n s , and w i l l not agree t o 
do s o . Should p a r e n t s wish to send t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n t o the High School when the boys are 
capab le of be ing a d m i t t e d , i s not our business, 
but we p o s i t i v e l y d e c l i n e to be d i r e c t l y or 
i n d i r e c t l y acces so ry t o our boys going t o a 
non-Ca tho l i c Schoo l . 

Yours r e s p e c t f u l l y i n C . J . 
(Signed) F . Tobias F . S . C . 

V i s i t o r of t h e B r o t h e r s of the 
C h r i s t i a n Schools of t h e 
D i s t r i c t of Toron to .3 

Af te r the r e a d i n g of t h i s l e t t e r an animated d i s ­

cus s ion a r o s e as to whether the t r u s t e e s or the Bro the r V i s i ­

t o r was t o have "sovere ign c o n t r o l " of t h e i r s c h o o l . Immedi­

a t e l y the s i g n e d agreement between the C h r i s t i a n Bro the r s and 

the Board was produced and i t was found t h a t the P a r i s h Pr ies t 

was a t h i r d p a r t y so no d e c i s i o n could be made u n t i l Fa the r 

Ryan was c o n s u l t e d . I t was a l so mentioned t h a t the op in ion 

of 1fae peop le who suppor t ed t h e school must be p e t i t i o n e d . 

The members dec ided to adjourn fo r a week. 

3 I b i d . , Vo l . I I , Meet ing of Apr. 3 , I89I4., p . 203 . 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES _ _ _ _ _ _ 

THE BROTHERS AND THE BOYS 5^ 

The Chairman was Arthur Gravelle and he was also 

editor of a local newspaper, The Journal, so on April 19, 

1894 a memorable School Board meeting took place in his 

office. The question to be decided was whether or not the 

School Board would terminate their agreement with the Chris­

tian Brothers. The members were divided into two factions, 

for and against, with the Pastor trying hard to weigh care­

fully the pros and cons of both camps. 

Certain members, especially Mr. Gorman, whose two 

boys were in the school, and who were later to become priests, 

said that he would like to have them prepared for the High 

School but never would he consent to the dismissal of the 

Brothers. This good gentleman urged his fellow members to 

contrast the boys' conduct, both "inside and outside the 

School" before and after the Brothers* arrival. 

Note the improved decorum of the boys when on the 
street and around the Church. Their Religious in­
struction has trained them to know the rules of their 
Church.4 

Mr. Judge thought the voice of the school supporters 

must be heard before action could be taken but Mr. Gravelle 

interrupted with the remark that the trustees represented 

the people hence their opinions should be respected. 

4 Ibid., Vol. II Meeting of April 10, 1894, p. 207. 
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Why should our children not have the equal advan­
tages of our separated brethren? Why have a School 
Board if a curt refusal to comply with their wishes 
is to go unquestioned? What is to be done must be 
decided tonight.5 

The Chairman concluded his remarks by saying that if 

he thought the majority of the ratepayers would support the 

Board he would have no hesitation in giving the necessary 

six months' notice to terminate the agreement with the 

Brothers. 

The decision was a critical one and when the young 

Father Ryan was called upon he made every effort to diagnose 

the situation with discernment and courage. While he and 

the Bishop agreed that children should be prepared for High 

School because "it fixed their ambition and furnished them 

with a motive to work", yet they were loathe to dismiss the 

Brothers from Renfrew. He reminded them that the agreement 

could not be broken without his consent, and besides he was 

responsible to the people, quite apart from his responsibil­

ity to the School Board. 

5 Ibid., p. 209. 
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I am a young man, not here a year yet, and if the 
Brothers are asked to leave, the responsibility with 
the people will rest upon me - not a legal responsi­
bility but a moral one. I would be charged with un­
doing what it took my predecessor a lifetime to build 
up. The system of Catholic Education in Renfrew was 
the pride of the late Father Rougier. Am I, a young 
man not half his age, to shoulder the charge of being 
instrumental in tearing down that system before I am 
a year in the Parish? Stay your action for the 
present I I agree with you in sentiment , but nothing 
must be done in haste.6 

Dr. Galligan entered the room at the conclusion of 

the Pastor's remarks and when Father Ryan's opinion had been 

explained to him the Doctor rose and expressed his views on 

the Brothers being allowed to continue their own method of 

instruction. Their pupils entered High School only on the 

sufferance and by the good graces of the High School Board 

of Education whose Head Master gave the boys a test, which, 

if they failed to pass, would mean the humiliation of return­

ing to the Brothers' School. The Doctor also stated that 

even the necessary letter of recommendation for admittance to 

the High School was refused the boys. 

Our Catholic people will not stand for this and 
will become schismatics. Are our boys to have no 
chance to advance, or even to aspire to anything more 
than to be hewers of wood and drawers of water for 
their Protestant fellowmen?7 

With this he handed in his resignation. 

6 Ibid. , p. 212, 

7 Ibid., p. 219. 
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The moment was a tense one for all present but especially for 

the Pastor who slowly rose to his feet and entreated Doctor 

Galligan to withdraw it. He assured him he did not intend 

to let the matter drop but thought it too soon to act, 

A series of questions pertaining to the School were 

discussed; 
1. Is the School inefficient? 
2. Are complaints well founded? 
3. How much better or worse is it now than when 

the Brothers took over? 
I).. How many boys got to High School before the 

Brothers arrived?8 

The writer has tried to summarize the answers to those 

questions: 
1. One of the Inspector's reports on the teaching 

efficiency was poor, a later one was good. Along with 
the Convent School they had the language difficulty with 
which to contend. 

2. Should the Brothers leave, a great influence for 
good would be lost. The conduct of the boys was much 
better than before the Brothers came. 

• The School was certainly no worse. 
• In about twenty years only six or seven had 

gone to High School. 

Dr. Galligan acceded to the Pastor's request and 

withdrew his resignation. Thus during the succeeding months 

there came a lull in the storm of indecision surrounding the 

Brothers' stay in Renfrew. 

Following the lengthy meeting in April the School 

Board did not meet again until August 189IL. At this meeting 

the only mention made of the Brothers was to ask the Church 

8 Ibid., p. 220. 

I 
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to de f ray t h e expenses of keep ing "De La S a l l e I n s t i t u t e " 

open on Sa tu rdays and Sundays i n o r d e r to t e a c h Catechism. 

As a consequence of the r a p i d growth of the v i l l a g e , 

s i x days a f t e r t h e B o a r d ' s August mee t ing , August 1 7 t h , I89LL, 

a s p e c i a l Counci l mee t ing was h e l d to c o n s i d e r the s t e p s 

n e c e s s a r y to i n c o r p o r a t e the v i l l a g e i n t o a town. 

Af te r d i s c u s s i o n i n Conradt tee-of - the-whole , on 
motion of M e s s r s . Mackay and M i l l s , i t was dec ided 
t o p r o c e e d i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , and the Reeve and 
C le rk were i n s t r u c t e d to t ake the neces sa ry s t e p s of 
census t a k i n g , a d v e r t i s i n g and p e t i t i o n i n g the L i e u ­
t enan t -Governor in C o u n c i l , d i v i d i n g i n t o Wards, e t c . 9 

Harry Walker i n h i s book, Renfrew and I t s F a i r Through 100 

Y e a r s , g ives u s t h i s i n fo rma t ion ; 

The V i l l age became an I n c o r p o r a t e d Town i n I89I4-
wi th a p o p u l a t i o n of 2,568 and an assessment of 
$6i^0,230 and an a r e a of 2,177 a c r e s . I t s t a x r a t e 
t hen was 20 m i l l s for Pub l i c School Suppor te r s and 
26 .7 m i l l s fo r Separa te School S u p p o r t e r s . 1 0 

N a t u r a l l y t h i s impor tan t munic ipa l event occupied 

the a t t e n t i o n of t h e Sepa ra t e School Board u n t i l t he c l o s e of 

the y e a r . 

9 W. E. Smallfield, The Story of Renfrew, Mercury 
Print, 1919. P» l89« 

10 Harry J. Walker, Renfrew and Its Fair Through 100 
Years, Renfrew Print, 1953, P» 5b« " 
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The Minute Book for December 26, 189!]. records it thus: 

Owing to the changed conditions of the village be­
coming a town at the opening of the New Year, a change 
in the election of trustees became necessary. Instead 
of electing trustees to represent the whole village 
as formerly, it became necessary to elect them to rep­
resent the different Wards - two for each Ward. So 
that instead of electing three trustees to fill the 
places of the retiring ones, it now became necessary 
to elect a full Board of six to represent the three 
Wards of the towi . After an hour these men were 
elected: 

Mr. Joseph Gravelle 
Centre Ward: Mr. J. Judge 

North Ward: Mr. A. Ritza 
Mr. A. French 

South Ward: Dr. J . Galligan 

Mr. A. Grave l le 1 1 

While changes were in progress in the v i l l age of 

Renfrew, changes also took place in the governing body of the 

Chr is t ian Bro thers . The term of Brother Tobias Josephus as 

head of the English D i s t r i c t of Toronto ended in I89I1.. He 

had been in of f ice for s i x yea r s , from 1888 to I89J4., Although 

t h i s good Bro the r ' s views on Education did not concur with 

those of the var ious School Boards in the Province of Ontar io , 

lor even with those in h i s own Community, he was never theless 
a noted educator and a great man. 

He loved h i s I n s t i t u t e as a ch i ld loves i t s mother, 
t h i s i s why he composed a s e r i e s of English Grammars 
for the Schools under h is d i r e c t i o n . i 2 

11 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol.11 
lee t ing of Dec. 26, I89U, p . 227. 

12 The Chr i s t i an B r o t h e r s , L'Oeuvre D'TJn S i e c l e , 
r lontreal, 1937* P* J22. 
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With the apparent impossibility of reconciling his teaching 

method, and his text-books with those of the Ontario Depart­

ment of Education he returned to France where five years 

later, December 20th 1899, h e died in Marseilles. 

Replacing him as Visitor was Rev. Brother Malachy-

Edward whose educational ideas evidently differed from his 

predecessor. In January 1895 we find the Renfrew Brothers 

now able to accede to the Board's wishes and prepare boys to 

write the High School Entrance Examinations. 

Brother Director of the Christian Brothers called 
upon Father Ryan and requested him to inform the School 
Board that the Brothers of De La Salle Institute were 
ready and willing to enter upon the preparations of 
such of the boys in their School as were eligible for 
the High School Entrance Examinations.13 

With this decision the former difficulties with the 

Renfrew School Board and the parents of the boys disappeared 

and no more reference regarding this question is made in the 

Minute Book. The Inspector's report for his visit in the 

spring of I896 pronounced the School satisfactory but in May 

the Chairman received a letter from the Brother Visitor noti­

fying him that "the Brotherhood could not supply teachers to 

the School in charge of the Board after the summer vacation'W 

The School Board accepted the resignation thus bringing to a 

close the work of the Brothers in De La Salle Institute. 

13 Op. cit. , Meeting of Jan. 3, I895, p. 230. 

11L Ibid. , Meeting of May 2 7 , 1896, p. _4-9. 
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In the Christian Brothers Centenary Book, L'Oeuvre 

D'Un Siecle, not a full page is devoted to the Renfrew 

Foundation: 

In reply to an invitation from Father Rougier, 
Pastor of Renfrew, Brother Simon of Jesus and a com­
panion opened a school in this locality in January 
I89O. A third class was added shortly afterwards. 
After the death of good Father Rougier, Providence 
gave as Pastor to the Parish an eminent priest, who 
later became His Excellency, Bishop Ryan of Pembroke. 

We shall ignore the cause of the Brothers depart­
ure after six years and a half sojourn there. We 
know well that the cause was a great sorrow to the 
clergy and the people.15 

In her search for the reason for the Brothers' with­

drawal after complying with the School Board's request to 

prepare the boys for the Entrance Examinations, the author 

has written and interviewed many people who were in Renfrew 

at the time. Many confirm the answer given by a Sister who 

taught in the Convent School shortly after the Brothers left. 

The new Provincial allowed them to comply for one 
year, which the Brothers did. They prepared their 
boys for the Entrance Examinations and had a remark­
able success. This proved they could do the work. 
Then with very sore hearts the good men withdrew much 
to the sorrow of the people who tried to persuade 
them to stay.io 

Another letter from Brother Simon Oliver, the former Martin 

Joseph O'Shaughnessy of Renfrew who took the Holy Habit on 

March 17th I89I, and who is now retired and living at the 

15 The Christian Brothers, L'Oeuvre D'Un Siecle, Montreal, 
1937» P» &96. 

16 Personal Correspondence of the Author, letter of 
Sister Mary of Thecla, dated January 28, î 5'8« 
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College in Scarboro states: 

The reason for the withdrawal of the Brothers is 
unknown to me. However, our English-speaking Prov­
ince which was opened in 1888 was absorbed again by 
the French Canadian Province in I896. The reason 
was financial difficulties. The idea that recruit­
ing would naturally be affected, and that consequent­
ly there would be insufficient English-speaking 
Brothers to "go around" seems most probable. They 
were in demand in Quebec Province Schools as well. 

Much of the difficulty in finding facts of the 
situation comes from loss of records. Whether the 
Renfrew house records were sent to Montreal head­
quarters or sent to Toronto is not known. Normal­
ly they would have been sent to Montreal. A few 
gaps in our Archives have been the result of two 
periods of shifting of the administrative quarters, 
one I91I4.-I92O when it moved three times; and one 
1911-7-51 when it moved four times. This seems the 
only time when the Renfrew history might have dis-
appeared.1? 

The following news item appeared in the Renfrew 

Mercury July 3rd 1896. 

Farewell Banquet 

On Monday evening, the Roman Catholic parishoners 
banqueted the Christian Brothers who are withdrawing 
from the management of De La Salle Institute here. 
The banquet was prepared by the Ladies of the Congre­
gation, and was spread in the school hall. After the 
good things had been disposed of, the usual patriotic, 
religious and secular toasts were drunk - in cold 
water - and were replied toflin many excellent speeches-
Rev. Father Ryan presided.iy 

17 Personal Correspondence of the Author, letter of 
Brother Simon Oliver, Scarboro, Ont. dated Feb. 3, I958. 

18 The Renfrew Mercury, issue of July 3, 1896, p. 2, 
col. 2. 
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The Brothers returned to Toronto at the command of 

their superiors but their six years of heroic labour in 

"forming youth unto justice" and imparting solid Christian 

formation in Renfrew was never forgotten. 

During their six years on the banks of the Bonnechere 

the following men directed De La Salle Institute in Renfrew: 

I89O - Brother Simon of Jesus, (Patrick Taylor) 
Born in Ireland, March 17, 1855. 

1892 - Brother Michael (Patrick O'Hanlon) Born 
in Ireland, July 20, l8lj.8. Appointed 
Director of Renfrew on December 21,1891. 

1893 - Brother Otho Timothy (James Whelan) Born 
In Lachine, Que. Jan. 30, 1858. Appointed 
Director August 1893. 

I89U. - Brother Mark of Jesus (James Reynolds) 
Born in Montreal, Que. March 29, 1865. 
Appointed Director August 189^. 

I895-6- Brother Salvator Patrick (Joseph O'Reilly) 
Born in Ontario, Jan. 28, 1859.19 

That these Brothers and the companions who laboured with them, 

especially Brother Mondolf who was there the longest, left a 

lasting impression upon their young charges is quite evident 

by the fond memories so many old gentlemen treasure today. 

With the late Cardinal Villeneuve they would join in paying 

tribute to them thus, 

During the ten years they taught me, I acquired 
habits of piety, fidelity to the Sacraments, love of 
study and diligence at work which I never forgot.^0 

19 Archives Freres Pes Ecoles Chretiennes, Secretariat, 
Mont-De-La-Salle , L.D.R., Montreal, Que. 

20 Cardinal Villeneuve, L'Oeuvre D'Un Siecle, Intro­
duction, Quebec, Jan. 29, 1957. 
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One old gentleman, a former pupil and proud possessor 

of a large picture of Saint De La Salle given to him by 

Brother Michael in I892 said, as he gazed up at it with tears 

in his eyes: 

These Brothers were my teachers and I loved them 
dearly. I was a young Polish boy and my family were 
poor. I spoke little English but the Brothers were 
good to me and helped me to learn. Many boys entered 
their Community but my father needed me so I could 
not go.21 

Research proves that Mr. Visinski was right as there 

were several vocations to the Brotherhood from Renfrew and 

environs. 

Brother Thilbert (Augustine Zelenski) 
Brother Romulus Gratian - I897 

(Francis Freemark) 
Brother Stanislaus Bernard - 1897 

(Thomas Joseph Breen) 
Brother Sixtus Lawrence - I89I 

(Lawrence Hart) 
Brother Senecian Urban - 1896 

(Thomas Pa t r i ck Agnew) 
Brother Simon Oliver - I89I 

(Martin Joseph O'Shaughnessy) 
Brother Spi r id ian Gregore - I9OO 

(Henry 0«Neil)22 

The above vocations fostered while the Brothers 

taught in Renfrew are a tangible proof that God blessed the 

efforts of the sons of His apostle, John Baptist De La Salle, 

during the six years they dwelt there. 

21 Alex Visinski, Personal Interview, Bonnechere 
Street, Renfrew, March 12, _955» 

22 Archives Freres Pes Scoles Chratiennes, Secretariat, 
Mont-De-La-Salle, L.D.R., Montreal, Que. 
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Another sign of approval is that in I9I4.9 the Christ­

ian Brothers, after an absence of half a century, returned 

to begin again their Apostolic labours among the Catholic 

boys of Renfrew. Today they are in charge of the Boys' High 

School, called after His Excellency, the late Bishop Ryan of 

Pembroke, the illustrious young priest who was so instrument­

al in keeping the Christian Brothers in Renfrew during the 

clouded years of I89I4. - 1896. 

The Brothers in the "Bishop Ryan Memorial High 

School" in the town of Renfrew, teach the boys of today what 

the pioneer Brothers taught fifty years ago, that, along 

with secular knowledge, a knowledge of God and of their 

eternal destiny is of supreme importance. 

In October 193&» James Cardinal McGuigan then Arch-

Bishop of Toronto, expressed this wish in anticipation of the 

hundredth anniversary of the Christian Brothers in Canada, 

May the Christian Brothers continue their glorious 
tradition of teaching their students to know, to rev­
erence, to worship, and to walk with God. Thus they 
will fulfill the ideals of their venerable founder, 
John Baptist De La Salle and continue to make a great 
contribution to Holy Mother Church and to the Canadian 
nation.23 

23 Cardinal James C McGuigan, L'Oeuvre D'Un Siecle, 
Letter in Introduction, Toronto, Ont. dated Oct. 21, 1936. 
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Great has been the contribution the Christian 

Brothers made to Holy Mother Church during those pioneer 

years in Renfrew. Their influence lives on, not only in 

the men who joined their ranks from the Ottawa Valley, but 

also in the fathers and grandfathers whose influence for good 

is felt even today in the civic life of the district. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE SISTERS AND CO-EDUCATION 

The r e s i g n a t i o n of t h e C h r i s t i a n B r o t h e r s as t e a c h e r s 

i n "De La S a l l e I n s t i t u t e " took e f f e c t June 30th 1896. With 

t h e i r d e p a r t u r e from Renfrew the school aga in r e v e r t e d t o 

s e c u l a r t e a c h e r s and resumed i t s former name, The Boys* School. 

At the May meet ing t h e s e c r e t a r y was i n s t r u c t e d to a d v e r t i s e 

f o r a male t e a c h e r h o l d i n g a t l e a s t a Second Class c e r t i f i c a t e 

and two female t e a c h e r s having e i t h e r Second o r Thi rd Class 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 

The only in fo rma t ion a v a i l a b l e about t h e Boys' School 

du r ing the yea r s I896 - 1901 i s what can be g leaned from the 

town ' s l o c a l newspaper , The Renfrew Mercury, and from the 

Minute Book of t h e Separa te School Board . For the l a t t e r we 

are i n d e b t e d to P a t r i c k O'Dea, who became s e c r e t a r y i n I 8 8 9 , 

and wrote t h e minutes of every meet ing from then u n t i l I 9 0 8 . 

Chapter IV spans the y e a r s 1896 - I9OI of the Boys' 

School under t h e d i r e c t i o n of l a y t e a c h e r s , and t h e yea r s 

1901 - 19014. when the S i s t e r s of Holy Cross under took i n 

Renfrew the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t e a c h i n g b o t h boys and g i r l s . 
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1 . Lay I n t e r l u d e 

I n r e sponse to the adver t i sement for t e a c h e r s i n June 

I 8 9 6 , t he School Board r e c e i v e d twelve a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r the 

p o s i t i o n of P r i n c i p a l i n the Boys' School . S a l a r i e s e x p e c t ­

a n c i e s ranged from $325 to $600 p e r annum. T h i r t y female 

a p p l i c a n t s , t o t e a c h i n the J u n i o r d e p a r t m e n t s , r e q u e s t e d 

from $200 t o $325 a y e a r as s a l a r y . At a meet ing h e l d June 

20th I 8 9 6 , a l e t t e r from I n s p e c t o r Whyte was r e a d c a u t i o n i n g 

t h e t r u s t e e s a g a i n s t h i r i n g i n e f f i c i e n t t e a c h e r s and advis ing 

them t o engage only t hose hav ing a t l e a s t Second C l a s s 

c e r t i f i c a t e s . 1 

From t h e days of Eger ton Ryerson, the founder of 

O n t a r i o ' s School System, the t r a i n i n g of t e a c h e r s has been a 

vital question. 

The n e c e s s i t y fo r p r o v i d i n g p r o p e r l y t r a i n e d teach­
e r s fo r t h e P u b l i c Schools of the Province was r e c o g ­
n i z e d by the e s t ab l i shmen t of t h e Toronto Normal School 
i n 1 8 I L 7 , where s t u d e n t s r e c e i v e d Academic and P r o f e s ­
s i o n a l Educa t ion fo r F i r s t , Second and Third Class 
t e a c h e r s . Other I n s t i t u t i o n s of t h e k ind were needed, 
and the Ottawa Normal School was a c c o r d i n g l y opened i n 
l875« 

County Model Schools were e s t a b l i s h e d i n I877 for 
t r a i n i n g t e a c h e r s f o r t h e Elementary S c h o o l s . 2 

1 Renfrew S e p a r a t e School Board, Minute Book, Vol . I I , 
Meeting of June 2 0 , 1896, p . 2 5 1 . 

2 J . George Hodgins , Schools and Col leges of O n t a r i o , 
1792 - 191Q» Vol . I l l , P r i n t e d and p u b l i s h e d by L.K. Cameron, 
To ron to , 1910 , p . 212 . 
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Among the male a p p l i c a t i o n s was one from C. C Collins 

of Guelph, O n t a r i o . He had a Second C l a s s c e r t i f i c a t e and 

r e q u e s t e d $lj.50 per annum. The amount s p e c i f i e d was q u i t e 

normal f o r t h i s p e r i o d fo r we r e a d i n The School System of 

Onta r io by t h e Hon. George R o s s , former M i n i s t e r of Educat ion 

fo r On ta r i o t h a t , " t h e average s a l a r y of a male t e a c h e r i n 

t h e whole Prov ince in I89I4. was $ ! L 2 1 . The average s a l a r y of a 

female t e a c h e r was $300".3 

Accompanying h i s l e t t e r was a recommendation from 

Brother P a t r i c k , t h e former D i r e c t o r of t h e school and t h i s 

a long w i th Mr. C o l l i n s ' f i n e penmanship proved t o be the 

d e c i d i n g f a c t o r i n the t r u s t e e s ' cho ice among t h e twelve appli­

c a n t s • He was t h i r t y - e i g h t y e a r s o l d when he s i gned the con­

t r a c t t o be e f f e c t i v e September 1 s t , I 8 9 6 , to June 3 0 t h , 1897. 

The f a c t t h a t h i s c o n t r a c t was renewed each yea r u n t i l h i s 

dea th i n 1902 g ives evidence t h a t h i s work as t e a c h e r and 

P r i n c i p a l was sa t i s f ac to ry .*+ 

I t was more d i f f i c u l t t o choose two from among the 

t h i r t y female a p p l i c a t i o n s . F i n a l l y Miss E l i z a b e t h Brad ley 

of P i c t o n and Miss Kate F i t zmaur ice of Renfrew were s e l e c t e d . 

The former h e l d a Second C la s s c e r t i f i c a t e wh i l e the l a t t e r 

had a T h i r d . The s a l a r y of both was s e t a t $225 per annum. 

3 Hon. George W. Ross , The School System of O n t a r i o , 
Appleton & C o . , New York, I 8 9 6 , p . I 9 I . 

IL p p . c i t . , Vol . I l l , p . 2 5 . 
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Miss Fitzmaurice was a pupil of Sister Eusebia and had attend­

ed the Renfrew Model School. 

There were three different kinds of schools for 
the training of teachers under the public school system 
of the Province of Ontario, viz. county model schools 
for teachers of third-class standing, normal schools 
for teachers of first or second-class standing, and a 
normal training college , formerly called the school of 
Pedagogy, for persons holding a degree from a Univer­
sity in the British dominions, or such persons as have 
obtained first-class literary standing at the depart­
mental examination and who intend to become teachers 
in a high school or collegiate institute.5 

It was by the School Act of 1877 that such Model 

Schools were set up for the training of Elementary School 

teachers. The Ontario Government chose Renfrew to be the site 

of one of them, hence, many local pupils took advantage of 

this school and became teachers. 

In order to be enrolled only two years of High School 

were required. 

No teacher is admitted to the county model school 
who has not passed at least the examination required 
for third class standing, and who will be not less 
than eighteen years of age at the time of the final 
examination. The model school opens on the first of 
September and continues for four months." 

There were three classrooms in the Boys' School and 

the children were graded according to Departments. Mr. Collins 

taught the First Department, having under his direction the 

Senior and Junior l|.th classes, as well as Senior 3rd. 

5 Hon. George W. Ross, The School System of Ontario, 
Appleton & Co., New York, I896, p. 09. 

6 Ibid. , p. 91. 
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES 

THE SISTERS AND CO-EDUCATION 75 

Miss Brad ley was i n cha rge of the Second Depar tment , compris­

i n g J u n i o r 3rd w i th the Sen io r and J u n i o r 2nd. The Thi rd 

Department c o n s i s t e d of Sen ior and J u n i o r P a r t I , and Sen ior 

and J u n i o r P a r t I I , wi th Miss F i t zmaur i ce as t e a c h e r . 

The promotions for the y e a r 1896 - I897 appeared i n 

t h e l o c a l newspaper as fo l l ows : 

Sepa ra t e School Promotions 
Boys» Dep ar tment 

Jr.l4.th to Sr.l4.th Thomas 0'Gorman, A . L e t e r s k i , 
T. Y e n i t c h . 

S r . 3rd to Jr.l4.th T. F r i emark , H. Dupuis , 
S. Mackwood, J . P l a u n t , 
X. Bouch ie r , J . V . D'Aoust , 
J . F r ench , A. Marks. 

J r . 3 r d t o S r . 3 r d J . J u d g e , A. G r a v e l l e , 
I . B l o v i t , V. F r i emark , 
F . Deye l l (recommended). 

J r . 2 n d t o J r » 3 r d J . Cousineau, J . Burns , 
A. P i e r u n k , A. Kobus, 
E . Dupuis , E. Le tang , 
D. Cou la s , M. E n r i g h t , 
K. Klaman, J . McDermott, 
C Dupuis , M. P u l c i n e , 
P . R o u s s e l l e , C D e y e l l . 

J r . 2 n d t o Sr .2nd J . V i t k u s k i , J . Bo icey , 
D. 0'Gorman, A. Z y v i t s k i , 
C Beaude t , J . Chisholm, 
H. Letang (recommended). 

P a r t I I t o J r . 2 n d A. V i d u s k i , J . Kokrov i t ch , 
C Murphy, J . Cou l a s , 
T. P r i n c e , A. S u l p h e r , 
A. Devine , V. 0'Gorman, 
A. Swi tch , W. O ' B r i e n , 
W. Bo icey , J . Cobus, 
M. F i n n e r . 

S r . P a r t I to A. S i b u l s k i , J . C o l l i n s , 
P a r t I I J . Sh imiard , L . Imb leau , 

P . F r i emark , L. Kokrov i t ch , 
F . Ducharme, A. D e y e l l , 
M. S idock , J . H a r t y , 
M. S i b u l s k i . 
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Sepa ra t e School Promotions - con t inued 
B o y s ' Dep artmen t 

J r . t o S r . P a r t I J . S t . L o u i s , J . Yakbeck, 
W. L a p i n e , K. Burns , 
D. B i r a r d , A. Maask, 
F . K o k r a v i t c h , M. Devine, 
J . Kokrov i t ch , J . Moran. 

(signed) 
C C Collins, 

Principal. 7 

It is difficult to explain the fact that only seventy-

one names appear on this promotion list, because according to 

the Separate School Minute Book, 176 was the maximum number of 

boys given for the year I896-97.8 However, some of the 

senior residents of the town (including a few whose names 

appear on the above list, E. Letang, P. Rousselle, and T. 

Prince) claim that many boys left school in the spring to help 

on the farms and in the lumber camps. Mr. Andrew Devine, a 

former student, now Justice of the Peace in Renfrew said, 

"more were left behind than went ahead".° 

7 The Renfrew Mercury, News item, issue of Aug. 27, 
I897, p. 24., col. 3-

8 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. II, 
I897, (fly leaf of book.) 

9 Andrew Devine, Personal Interview, St. Ann's Convent, 
Renfrew, March 19, _95o» 
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The Canada Educa t i ona l Monthly i n r e p o r t i n g school a t t endance 

f o r the y e a r I899 s u p p o r t s t h i s s t a t e m e n t : 

no t one -ha l f of the p u p i l s i n t h e f i r s t 
r e a d e r eve r e n t e r t h e f o u r t h r e a d e r . Withdrawals 
from the s choo l s are p r o g r e s s i v e as t h e s t a n d a r d 
r i s e s . There are fewer c h i l d r e n i n the Second Book 
than i n t h e F i r s t and fewer again the t h e F o u r t h . 
Of the 1 7 I L , 0 0 0 i n the F i r s t Book but 9,700 r e a c h 
High S c h o o l . The a c t u a l a t t endance a t High School 
i s 19$ of t h e p o s s i b l e a t t e n d a n c e , 1 0 

Compulsory a t t endance for the f u l l term had only come 

i n t o f o r c e i n I 8 9 I and was b i n d i n g upon c h i l d r e n between eight 

and f o u r t e e n o n l y . The School Act of 1871 p rov ided t h a t c h i l ­

dren between t h e ages seven and twelve a t t e n d schoo l for four 

months of the y e a r . 1 1 Hence i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t p u p i l s 

came and went d u r i n g the y e a r s immediate ly fo l lowing t h e 

School Act of I 8 9 I . Those who f a i l e d grades y e a r a f t e r yea r 

j u s t a u t o m a t i c a l l y l e f t when they reached t h e i r f o u r t e e n t h 

b i r t h d a y . I n the l i g h t of a l l t h i s , t he Renfrew Sepa ra t e 

School can be j u s t l y proud of the l a r g e number of boys who 

c o n t i n u e d t h e i r e d u c a t i o n . 

The c a l l t o arms a t the ou tb reak of t h e Great War met 

w i th a ready response from many of the boys i n the fo r ego ing 

l i s t . J . Judge became Capta in J.W. Judge du r ing World War I , 

V. 0'Gorman j o i n e d the Medical Corps and was known as Capta in 

10 The Renfrew Mercury, news i t e m , i s s u e of May 10 , 
1 9 0 1 , p . 3i c o l . 5 . 

11 Hon. George W. R o s s , The School System of O n t a r i o , 
Apple ton & C o . , New York, 1896, p . 51L. 
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V. K. 0'Gorman. His two o l d e r b r o t h e r s , Hon. Captain Rev. 

J . R. 0'Gorman and Hon. Capta in Rev. M. J . 0'Gorman se rved as 

C h a p l a i n s . P . F r i emark , A. S i b u l s k i , E. Dupuis and A. L e t e r -

s k i p a i d the supreme s a c r i f i c e . 1 2 

I n June 1898 Miss Bradley r e c e i v e d a $25 increment 

bu t Miss F i t zmaur i ce d id n o t . As a r e s u l t she r e s i g n e d , and 

t h e t r u s t e e s engaged ano the r Renfrew g i r l , Miss E l i z a b e t h 

Erwin. She t a u g h t on ly a few months as t h e I n s p e c t o r was not 

s a t i s f i e d w i th h e r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 1 ^ 

In t h e l a t t e r p a r t of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , u n l i k e 

t o d a y , t e a c h e r s were p l e n t i f u l hence t h i r t y - n i n e app l i ed for 

the p o s i t i o n , many having Second Class c e r t i f i c a t e s . A 

g radua t e from the Ottawa Normal School , Miss Annie Healey , 

from Peterborough was engaged f o r $200 a y e a r . ^ She remainec 

on the s t a f f u n t i l December 1899. Hear ing of Miss H e a l e y ' s 

i n t e n t i o n to l e a v e , Miss Blanche Dowdell of Almonte asked to 

r e p l a c e h e r . She had only fou r months e xpe r i ence and he ld a 

n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l c e r t i f i c a t e , which means what i t s a y s , v i z . 

" the pe r son never a t t e n d e d a T r a i n i n g School of any k i n d " . 5 

12 S i s t e r s of Holy C r o s s , J u b i l e e Book, World War I , 
Renfrew, I9I4.7, (pages not numbered?) 

13 pp . c i t . , Vol . I I , Meet ing of Sep t . 2 8 , I 8 9 8 , p.27"£ 

II4. I b i d . , p . 280. 

15 P e r s o n a l Correspondence of the Au tho r , l e t t e r of 
Dr. John M. B e n n e t t , s e p a r a t e School I n s p e c t o r , Toron to , 
d a t e d March 30 , 1 9 5 ° . 
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The s e c r e t a r y wrote Mr. Whyte t h e I n s p e c t o r , a sk ing permiss ior 

f o r t h i s young l ady t o t each the f u l l year of 1900. His reply 

s t a t e d : 

if Miss Dowdell has not a full profession­
al certificate, I would advise the Board not to engage 
her, for on account of the large number of fully qual­
ified teachers seeking positions I could not grant a 
temporary certificate in such a case.1" 

The School Board respected the Inspector's decision 

and chose Miss Clementine Coleman of Martinville. She had 

six years experience and asked $250 per annum. Unfortunately 

she too proved to be unsatisfactory and after Mr. Whyte's 

visit in June 1900 she was told her services would no longer 

be required. 

Among the seventeen applications received to fill the 

vacancy, it is amusing to find one from Miss Coleman offering 

to teach for $25 less. Saving money seems to have been more 

important to some trustees than the scholastic progress of the 

children for Miss Coleman was re-engaged, although all Board 

members were not in favour.1^ 

When in May I9OO the Inspector wrote asking that the 

Catholic Readers be introduced into the school, the Chairman 

replied that all classes except the Fourth Book had them. 

16 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol.11, 
P. 295o 

17 Ibid. , Vol. II, p. 10. 
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Mr. Collins continued to give much satisfaction as 

teacher - Principal and Miss Bradley rated fair but, since 

the Brothers left, the primary division had never had a com­

petent teacher. While the scholastic struggle was in progress 

in the Boys' School many changes were taking place in Renfrew, 

Changes which showed continuous development. 

When Victoria as a young girl of eighteen came to 
the throne in I839, Renfrew had a population of I4.0 
people. When she died in I9OI the town's citizenship 
totalled 3,268. 

That year the Duke and Duchess of York, the former 
travelling as "Baron Renfrew" visited Renfrew. They 
were later to ascend the throne as King George and 
Queen Mary.1^ 

A Board of Health had been organized in I88I4. and by 

I897 a hospital had been built. In I896 a free Public Library 

was in operation. By the Public Libraries Act of 1882 a 

board of management was constituted, 

consisting of the mayor of the city or 
town, three other persons to be appointed by the 
council of the municipality, three by the Public 
School Board, and two by the Separate School Board.19 

In I897 the School Board appointed Mr. C. C Collins as one 

of their representatives, a position which he held until 1902. 

The telephone had come to the town and many streets 

boasted of concrete sidewalks. In I90I Renfrew High School 

was elevated to the status of a Collegiate Institute, which 

18 Harry J. Walker, Renfrew And Its Fair Through 100 
Years, Renfrew Print, 1953, p. 63. 

19 Hon. George „• Ross, The School System of Ontario, 
i & Co., New York, I896, p. 158* 
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meant a l a r g e r s t a f f and b e t t e r f a c i l i t i e s as to accommodation 

and equipment . 

The headmaster of t he Boys' School f i t t e d ve ry w e l l 

i n t o the e d u c a t i o n a l and s o c i a l l i f e of t h e town. 

Be ing an accomplished v i o l i n i s t he was impressed 
i n t o s e r v i c e i n many ways , having charge of the Ren­
frew o r c h e s t r a and i n s t r u c t e d many young Renf rewi tes 
i n m u s i c . He was generous w i th h i s g i f t s f o r a l l 
worthy p u r p o s e s . ™ 

A Kinde rga r t en was i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e Model School 

by t h e Board of Educa t ion who a l s o improved the s t a t u s of t h e 

P u b l i c School t e a c h e r s . 

The C a t h o l i c peop le were a l e r t to a l l t h i s p r o g r e s s and whi l e 

t hey were c o n t e n t wi th Mr. C o l l i n s ' work, t hey were d i s s a t i s ­

f i e d wi th h i s a s s i s t a n t s . 2 1 

When in I9OI a new I n s p e c t o r , Mr. Michael O 'Br i en , 

r e p l a c e d Mr. Whyte a change i n the Boys' School r e s u l t e d . His 

v i s i t took p l a c e i n February 1901 and h i s r e p o r t t o the t r u s ­

t e e s showed 139 p u p i l s r e g i s t e r e d wi th 109 p r e s e n t . He recom­

mended t h a t t he b u i l d i n g be hea t ed by a furnace and be divided 

i n t o f o u r c l a s s r o o m s , as w i th only t h r e e , the g r a d i n g was 

p o o r . He p r a i s e d the t e a c h i n g of Mr. C o l l i n s and showed much 

s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t seven of h i s p u p i l s had s u c c e s s f u l l y pa s sed 

t h e En t rance Examination t h e p r ev ious J u l y and mentioned t h a t 

20 The Renfrew Mercury, l o c a l news i t e m , i s s u e of June 
6 , 1 9 0 2 , p . 5 , c o l . 2 . j 

21 Renfrew Separa te School Board , Minute Book, Vo l . I I , 
Meet ing of A p r i l 30, I 9 0 I , p . 2 1 . J 
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h i s p r e s e n t c l a s s gave evidence of good work b e i n g done. 

But t h e I n s p e c t o r was not s a t i s f i e d wi th the work 
i n the o t h e r rooms. Reading , w r i t i n g and drawing a r e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y weak and the copy books a re any th ing but 
models of n e a t n e s s • 

The p r o v i s i o n made for t h e g i r l s as to b u i l d i n g , 
c l a s s r o o m s , equipment and g e n e r a l su r round ings i s 
c r e d i t a b l e to the Board; but i t i s i n s t r o n g l y marked 
c o n t r a s t w i t h what i s be ing done for t h e boys .22 

Fol lowing t h i s r e p o r t t he members of the School Board 

unanimously dec ided a change was i m p e r a t i v e i n the Boys' 

Schoo l . Mr. Imbleau announced t h a t t he Mother General of t h e 

S i s t e r s of Holy Cross would v i s i t the Convent soon and he 

sugges ted t h a t she be i n t e r v i e w e d "as to whether the s e r v i c e s 

of more S i s t e r s cou ld be got t o t each t h e boys'123 Ar thur 

G r a v e l l e , who opposed the S i s t e r s coming t o Renfrew i n 1887 , 

was appo in ted t o make known t h e School B o a r d ' s r e q u e s t to t h e 

Mother G e n e r a l . 

This was the beginning of a movement to u n i t e t h e 

two schoo l s and have c o - e d u c a t i o n i n Renfrew. 

D i f f i c u l t i e s , m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s , and c o n f l i c t i n g 

o p i n i o n s a rose which fo r a t ime caused s t r a i n e d r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

among t h e P a r e n t s , t h e Board , t h e P a s t o r and t h e S i s t e r s o 

Three f u l l y e a r s e l a p s e d be fo re the union of t h e two schoo l s 

was comple t e . 

22 I b i d . , p . 18. 

23 I b i d . , p . 2 1 . 

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA - SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA ~ ECOLE DES GRADUES 

THE SISTERS AND CO-EDUCATION 

2 . R e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e S i s t e r s 

Mr. Ar thur Grave l l e r e p o r t e d a t the School Board meet« 

ing on June 1 8 t h , 1901 , t h a t i n accordance wi th the r e s o l u t i o n 

passed a t the l a s t m e e t i n g , he had i n t e r v i e w e d the Mother 

General on May 23rd and t h a t she was w i l l i n g to supply two 

a d d i t i o n a l t e a c h e r s i n September 1901 and ano the r i n January 

1 9 0 2 . 1 

Following t h i s statement the cha irman read a l e t t e r 

from the Pas to r , Rev. P . J . Ryan, par t of which fol lows: 

Renfrew, June 18,1901. 

Dear S i r : 

A movement in which I am one of the prime 
movers is under discussion to make certain changes 
in the grading of the schools. At the present time 
you are running two separate buildings, of which one 
is certainly large enough to contain all the schol­
ars. The boys and girls being divided the grading 
of the pupils is not satisfactory. The lowest rooms 
are too crowded for one teacher. 
It is proposed: 
1st. To make improvements in the interior of the 
Convent which will enable it to contain all the 
pupils. 
2nd. Transfer all the pupils to the Convent build­
ing and have mixed classes, thus improving the 
grading and helping the teachers do better work. 
3rd. The grading would be as follows: 

1 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book+ Vol. 
Ill, Meeting of June 18, I90I, p. _+• 
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I - Fourth Class : 28 boys and 20 g i r l s » I4.8 
taught by Mr. C o l l i n s . 

I I - Third Class : 27 boys and 23 g i r l s - 50 
taught by S i s t e r Eusebia. 

I l l -Second Class : 30 boys and 30 g i r l s - 60 
taught by S i s t e r Thecla. 

IV- F i r s t Class-Par t I I : 
3I4. boys and 30 g i r l s • 6I4. 
taught by S i s t e r Wil l ibrod. 

V - - F i r s t Class-Par t I : 
36 boys and 35 g i r l s a 71 

taught by a new s i s t e r . 2 

Father Ryan goes on to say tha t t h i s arrangement w i l l 

provide for only f ive teachers ins tead of t he present s i x , 

hence wi l l prove more economical for the Board as wel l as 

more s a t i s f a c t o r y for the p u p i l s . The above has been sub­

mi t ted to the S i s t e r s who promise to send another teacher but 

i n s i s t tha t the "nuns w i l l have f u l l control of a l l c l asses 

taught by them and a l l c l asses outs ide of c l a s s hours" .3 

Evidently the Pastor had submitted h i s ideas to t he Inspector , 

for the chairman s t a t ed that Mr. O'Brien had h e a r t i l y approv­

ed. Motions were then made to adopt the co-educative system 

of teaching in the Renfrew Separate School. The secre ta ry 

was i n s t r u c t e d to not i fy Miss Coleman and Miss Bradley tha t 

t h e i r se rv ices as teachers would no longer be required by the 

Board a f t e r June 30th, 1901. 

A l e t t e r explaining the system of un i t ing the two 

schools reached the Mother General of the S i s t e r s of Holy Cross 

2 Rev. P . J . Ryan, Minute Book, Renfrew Separate 
School Board, Vol. I l l , I901 , p . __, _ 5 . 

3 Ib id . , p . 2I4.. 
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i n J u l y . 

Renfrew, July 9, I9OI. 

Rev. Sisters of Holy Cross , 
St• Laurent, Que. 

Reverend Mother, 

The conditions upon which we wish you to 
accept amalgamation of the boys and girls in our 
school are that all the pupils shall be under the 
control of the Sisters, with the exception of the 
fourth class which shall be controlled by a secular 
teacher, for the present, while in class only. 

That you will give us another Sister to 
teach the first form at a salary of $225 a year from 
September 1st, I9OL That we intend in the future 
to give the Sisters the fourth form also, when the 
circumstances permit, and would prefer Sister St. 
Eusebia to take this class. 

That the control of all teachers be with the 
School Board and that efficient teachers be given to 
us. 

Yours respectfully, 
(signed) Arthur Gravelle, Chairman, 
R. C. Separate School Board, k-

At the June meeting Mr. Gravelle informed the Board 

that the Mother General would supply two additional teachers 

but in his letter to her here quoted only one Sister was re­

quested. Reverend Mother acceded to this request and sent to 

Renfrew Sister Mary of St. John Evangelist. 

I4. Arthur Gravelle, File No. 19, Section on Founda­
tions, Archives of Sisters of Holy Cross, St. Laurent, Quebec 
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The p e r s o n n e l of t h e Convent i s now composed of 
S i s t e r M. of S t . E u s e b i a , Super io r and t e a c h e r i n the 
t h i r d c l a s s , S i s t e r M. of S t . Fermien, music t e a c h e r , 
S i s t e r M. of S t . Soph ia , t e a c h e r i n the second c l a s s , 
S i s t e r M. of S t . John E v a n g e l i s t , t e a c h e r of P a r t I 
and S i s t e r M. of S t . W i l l i b r o d , t e ache r of the o t h e r 
p a r t of t h e pr imary c o u r s e . 5 

School opened on September 3 rd . w i th a r e g i s t r a t i o n of 

257 boys and g i r l s wi th a l a r g e number i n the J u n i o r g r a d e s . 

This e n t a i l e d a heavy burden for the two young S i s t e r s i n 

charge of them. E v i d e n t l y when the Mother Genera l saw Mr. 

Grave l l e i n May t h e y had agreed t h a t she would g ive a S i s t e r 

and the School Board would engage a s e c u l a r t e a c h e r . This 

e x p l a i n s t h e c h a i r m a n ' s r e p o r t p r e v i o u s l y given "of two teach­

e r s e x t r a " . When news r eached the Mother House, Reverend 

Mother General and he r c o u n c i l o r s were concerned t h a t t h e r e 

were on ly f i v e t e a c h e r s i n s t e a d of t h e promised s i x . 

I n a l e t t e r t o the chairman da ted S e p t . 1 7 t h , 1 9 0 1 , 

Mother General w r i t e s : 

I was under the impress ion t h a t we were to add one 
S i s t e r t o the s t a f f as e x i s t i n g in the g i r l s ' d e p a r t ­
ment du r ing t h e l a s t school y e a r , and t h a t you on your 
p a r t were t o s e c u r e the s e r v i c e s of a l ady t e a c h e r t o 
h e l p t o c a r r y out your p l an of u n i t i n g the boys and 
g i r l s s c h o o l . 

In consequence of t h i s change i n your p l a n , a 
l a r g e number of c h i l d r e n are crowded i n t o the Convent 
School r e n d e r i n g i t imposs ib le for t h e t e a c h e r s t o do 
good work and endanger ing both t e a c h e r s ' and c h i l d r e n ' s 
h e a l t h . o 

5 S i s t e r s of Holy Cross , C h r o n i c l e s of S t . Ann 's 
Convent , Vol . I , 1 9 0 1 , p . 9 1 . 

6 Rev. Mother B a s i l e , C . S . C , F i l e N 0 . I 9 , Archives of 
S i s t e r s of Holy C r o s s , 1 9 0 1 , S t . L a u r e n t , Que. 
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Ins tead of a t tending t o t h i s l e t t e r themselves the 

t r u s t e e s gave i t to the Pas to r , Rev. P . J . Ryan, hence the 

r ep ly came from him. He assured the Mother General tha t a 

s i x t h teacher would be introduced before very long as the 

Inspector wished i t , but for the present i t was b e t t e r to be 

p a t i e n t . "Reforms", s a id the P a s t o r , "are good things but 

they cannot always be introduced with express - t r a in velocity".7 

He begged her to trust to his judgment. 

The school is actually in a better condition than 
if the first understanding with Mr. Gravelle had been 
carried out. That is, if the male teacher, Mr. 
Collins had simply remained at the old school with the 
boys of the fourth class, leaving all the girls and 
all the other boys to the Sisters and a sixth lay 
teacher. Instead of this we made the much better 
arrangement of giving Mr. Collins the IV Form girls 
as well as the IV Form boys. So that things are in 
much better shape than if the first understanding had 
been put into effect.8 

With the new venture of mixed classes and a male 

teacher in charge of the senior girls, who since 1887 had 

been taught by the Sisters, an atmosphere of tenseness and 

strained relationships was created. Added to this Mr. Collins 

was a sick man, for in January 1901 a local news item9 tells 

that he had been off duty for some weeks. When he died the 

7 Rev. P. J. Ryan, Ibid. 

8 Rev. P. J. Ryan, Ibid. 

9 The Renfrew Mercury, issue of Jan. 11, 1901, p. 5, 
col. 1. 
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o b i t u a r y s t a t e d , "Mr. C o l l i n s has not been i n good h e a l t h fo r 

a couple of y e a r s " . i O No doubt t h i s was one r e a s o n why t h e 

P a s t o r and t h e t r u s t e e s were l o a t h e to d i s m i s s him when the 

union of the two schoo l s took p l a c e . Another was t h a t he was 

h i g h l y r e s p e c t e d by t h e p a r e n t s , t h e r a t e p a y e r s , who i n s i s t e d 

t h a t a man be i n charge of the o l d e r b o y s . They a l s o a p p r e ­

c i a t e d Mr. C o l l i n s ' succes s for i t was a known f a c t t h a t t h e 

pe rcen t age of h i s p u p i l s "who passed t h e Ent rance Examinations 

f o r t h e l a s t fou r yea r s was h ighe r than ( t h a t i n ) most schools 

i n the p r o v i n c e " . 1 1 

When on December 9 t h , 1 9 0 1 , Mr. Michael O 'Br ien made 

h i s i n s p e c t i o n i n the school he expressed much s a t i s f a c t i o n 

wi th the t e a c h e r s and t h e i r p u p i l s . 1 2 

Due to the s e r i o u s i l l n e s s of Mr. C o l l i n s a t t h e end 

of March, S i s t e r Euseb ia assumed the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e 

Ent rance C la s s u n t i l the end of the t e rm. Mr. C o l l i n s d ied 

May 3 1 s t , 1902 , a t the age of f o r t y - f o u r . He had t a u g h t s i x 

y e a r s i n Renfrew and was much esteemed by a l l who knew him. 

10 I b i d . , i s s u e of June 6 , 1902, p . 5 , c o l . 2 . 

11 I b i d , , i s s u e of J u l y 1 2 , 1 9 0 1 , p . IL, c o l . I I . 

12 Renfrew Sepa ra t e School Board, Minute Book, Vol . 
I l l , Meet ing of J a n . 2 , 1902 , p . 3I4.. 
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The f u n e r a l took p l a c e on Monday morning t o t h e 
Church of S t . F r a n c i s X a v i e r . The boys of the Sepa­
r a t e Schoo l , m a r s h a l l e d by F . M. Devine preceded the 
h e a r s e . The remains were t aken to Guelph, t h e home 
town of Mr. & Mrs. C o l l i n s . 1 3 

I n s p i t e of t he d i f f i c u l t i e s encoun te red by the 

S i s t e r s du r ing t h a t f i r s t yea r of c o - e d u c a t i o n , the p u p i l s 

d id ve ry w e l l and I n s p e c t o r O'Brien con t inued t o give the 

schoo l an e x c e l l e n t r e p o r t , ^ The High School Ent rance 

r e s u l t s were ve ry good and much c r e d i t was given S i s t e r 

Euseb ia who, d e s p i t e o b s t a c l e s , succeeded i n h e l p i n g t h e s e 

p u p i l s ob t a in c e r t i f i c a t e s : 

John S u m s , Andrew Devine , John Contway, George 
R o t h w e l l , John Shanahan, Lena O'Connor, Hannah 
Ga lv in , K a t e Judge , Annie Lomenyzk, Louise Wadsworth, 
Annie Rekowski, Be rnade t t e Contway, Alexandr ine 
Chisholm. 1 5 

At t h e J u l y meet ing I 9 0 2 , t h e members d i s c u s s e d t h e 

ma t t e r of a d v e r t i s i n g for a male t e a c h e r and s e n d i n g him wi th 

t h e Four th C las s back to the o l d s c h o o l , o r "con t inue t h e 

school i n the Convent w i th a l l the p u p i l s i n charge of f i v e 

S i s t e r s " . 1 " Rev. Fa the r Ryan was p r e s e n t a t t h i s meet ing and 

when asked h i s op in ion he s a i d he would l i k e to see a l l t h e 

c h i l d r e n t augh t by nuns . 

13 Op. C i t . , i s s u e of June 6 , 1902, p . 5 , c o l . 3 . 

1I4. Renfrew S e p a r a t e School Board , Minute Book, Vol . 
I l l , Meet ing of J u l y I I , I 9 0 2 , p . ILLL. 

15 I b i d . , p . 1+1-

16 I b i d . , p . I4I4.. 
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His experience was that children were taught their 
Catechism and were better grounded in their religious 
duties when taught by Sisters rather than lay teachers. 
This is the primary object of having Separate Schools. 
If this were not the reason then they may as well be 
sent to the public school.17 

Father closed his remarks by stating that he did not 

like to see the girls withdrawn from the influence of the 

Sisters and transferred to the Separate School. When the 

Pastor withdrew, the trustees debated this vital question. 

Some favoured engaging a male teacher, others supported the 

Pastor's view. The former supported their opinion thus: 

It is more in the interest of harmony among the 
ratepayers that a male teacher be employed and that 
a certain section of these people are waiting to see 
what action the Board will take.-8 

Since April last all students had been taught by 

Sisters and the Entrance results were good, hence Mr. Gravelle 

moved that no male teacher be employed. After many "nays" 

and "yeas" his motion carried. 

Accordingly, when school re-opened September 2nd, 

1902, all pupils were under the direction of five Sisters. 

The following day, His Excellency, Bishop Lorrain, visited 

the Convent School to impart his blessing on the new under­

taking. 

October 23rd. brought Inspector O'Brien to visit the 

classrooms. On leaving he said, 

17 Ibid., p. lt-5* 

18 Ibid., p. kl» 
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"I shall return soon for what I have seen speaks well for the 

future".^ All School Board members were well pleased with 

his report which was read at the December meeting.20 This 

brought the first four months of Co-education in the Convent 

school to a happy close. 

There were now 270 pupils registered and the class­

rooms were very crowded. The trustees deemed it necessary to 

engage another teacher. Hence A. O'Connor and C. J. Murphy 

were commissioned to interview Sister Superior to ascertain 

if the services of "another competent Sister could be procured 

and if it would be agreeable to the Sisters to send two of 

them to teach in the Separate School building".21 

The additional teacher was not mentioned again until 

the June meeting when the gentlemen reported that they had 

been assured the matter was under the consideration by the 

Superior General. They also reported that they had visited 

the school "to consider what classes would be desirable to 

send to the Separate School after the holidays".22 

In July the secretary read a letter from Sister 

Eusebia informing the trustees of the impossibility of having 

19 Sisters of Holy Cross, Chronicles of St. Ann's 
Convent, Renfrew, Vol. I, 1902, p. 10b. 

20 Renfrew Separate School Board, Minute Book, Vol. 
Ill, Meeting of Dec. 23, 1902, p. 56. 

21 Ibid., Meeting of March 6, 1903, p. 68. 

22 Ibid. , Meeting of June 17, I903, p. 75. 
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an additional Sister in September. However, she assured them 

that the following year two Sisters would be added to the 

staff. 

The General Council w i l l allow the S i s t e r s to 
teach in the Separate School. The S i s t e r s w i l l be 
pleased to give one of t h e i r rooms to a secular 
teacher provided she be a lady teacher .23 

Mr. O'Connor s t a t e d tha t he had interviewed many r a t e ­

payers and they wished the Senior boys to have a male teacher . 

There i s no opposit ion to the S i s t e r s but i t i s 
f e l t t ha t for the benef i t of the bigger boys a male 
teacher i s requ i red . They need the cor rec t ing i n ­
fluence of a s t rong hand.2l|. 

After much discussion the Board adver t ised for a male 

t eacher , married and holding a Second Class c e r t i f i c a t e . Ten 

appl ica t ions were rece ived , one of which was from William 

Ryder of Lucan. As he had applied for a pos i t ion with the 

Renfrew Board in 1898 i t was decided to engage him at a 

s a l a ry of $14.60 a year . 

The la rger boys of t h e Fourth Form and Senior 
Third have gone back to the Separate School t h i s term 
and w i l l be under a male t eacher , Mr. Ryder of Lucan. 
He has some twenty-five under h i s charge, At t h e 
Convent School there are 2I4.5 pupi ls in attendance 
under the d i r ec t ion of f ive S i s t e r s . 2 5 

23 I b i d . , Meeting of Ju ly 17, 1903> P« 77. 

2I4. I b i d . , p . 78 . 

25 The Renfrew Mercury, issue of September I4., I903, 
p. 1, col. 1^ 
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When i n Oc tober , t h e I n s p e c t o r v i s i t e d the schools he 

showed much d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i th the g r a d i n g . Yet i t was onlj 

a t t h e December Board meet ing t h a t h i s r e p o r t was r e a d . The 

t r u s t e e s decided something must be done f o r Mr. O'Brien 

t h r e a t e n e d t h a t u n l e s s improvement was made i n t h e o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n of t h e s c h o o l s , t he government grant would be withheld.26 

They r e f e r r e d the m a t t e r to t h e P a s t o r who, on Chris tmas Day, 

I9O3, wrote the Mother General of the S i s t e r s of Holy C r o s s . 

Renfrew, O n t • , 
Dec. 2 5 , 1903. 

Dear Reverend Mother , 
I wish to o b t a i n your consen t t o an arrangement 

which we d e s i r e to be made i n t h e schoo l s h e r e . For 
some t ime the boys and g i r l s were s e p a r a t e d and the 
g rad ing was wre t ched , and accommodation i n a d e q u a t e . 

I f we had S i s t e r s i n charge o f t h e whole s c h o o l , 
as i s my w i s h , i t would be easy t o a r r ange c l a s s e s ; 
bu t some r a t e p a y e r s p r e f e r to have f o u r t h c l a s s boys 
i n charge of a male t e a c h e r ; i n September the Board 
h i r e d a male t e ache r and wished t o send t h e whole 
I|.th. C l a s s , boys and g i r l s t o him i n the o l d b u i l d ­
i n g , l e a v i n g t h e S i s t e r s w i t h t h e r e s t of the p u p i l s . 
I o b j e c t e d because I d i d not want t h e g i r l s w i t h ­
drawn from t h e i n f l u e n c e of the nuns . In t h i s way 
the b e s t I could consent t o was t o l e t t h e lj.th. Class , 
s e n i o r and j u n i o r and t h i r d Class go down with the 
male t e ache r and very s o r r y I was to withdraw the 
s e n i o r 3 rd . boys from the charge of t h a t e x c e l l e n t 
t e a c h e r , S i s t e r S t . John E v a n g e l i s t . 

Now t h e s e n i o r t e a c h e r s have too many grades and 
too few p u p i l s , i t d id not r e l i e v e the conges t ion i n 
the lower g r a d e s , and i t s t i l l l e a v e s a f ine c l a s s ­
room i n t h e o l d b u i l d i n g unoccupied . Taking t h e s e 
two b u i l d i n g s we have s i x good c l a s s rooms .27 

26 Renfrew Separa te School Board , Minute Book, Vol . 
I l l , Meet ing of Dec. 1 1 , I 9 0 3 , p . 9 0 . 

27 Rev. P . J . Ryan, F i l e No. 1 9 , Archives of S i s t e r s 
of Holy C r o s s , 190 3t s"t» L a u r e n t , Que. 
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In o rde r t o remedy such a s i t u a t i o n Father asked t h e 

Mother General to a l low Mr. Ryder t o occupy a c lass room i n 

t h e Convent and give him f u l l charge of the Four th Form boys 

and g i r l s . 

Reverend Mother S t . B a s i l e r e p l i e d to t h i s l e t t e r on 

December 3 l s"t» !903> —-d she a s su red the P a s t o r 

we s h a l l accept t he new s t a t e of t h i n g s un­
t i l next August , we do not say t h a t we w i l l accept i t 
f o r another year when t h a t time has e x p i r e d . The 
i d e a of having a male t e a c h e r i n the Convent i s look­
ed upon wi th l i t t l e f avour . This i s why we cannot 
accept the new arrangement i n d e f i n i t e l y . 2 8 

The immediate r e s u l t of t h i s l e t t e r was t h a t Mr. 

Ryder did not t e ach i n the Convent b u t a l l t he Four th Form 

g i r l s were t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e Separa te Schoo l . N a t u r a l l y 

t h e r e was much d i s p l e a s u r e on the p a r t of t h e S i s t e r s and 

the p a r e n t s . There were days when dark c louds enveloped t h e 

l i t t l e Renfrew community. 

As i s t h e case i n any new v e n t u r e p e r i o d i c s torms a re 

bound t o blow up but j u s t as qu ick ly are they fol lowed by a 

p e r i o d of calm. This was e s p e c i a l l y t r u e of t h e new organiza­

t i o n i n the Renfrew C a t h o l i c Schoo l s . I n mid January we find 

the School Board d i s c u s s i n g a " d r a f t of agreement between the 

Board a n d t he Corpora t ion o f t he S i s t e r s of Holy Cross where­

by they would be given f u l l charge of t h e schoo l s i n 190l4.".29 

28 Mother Mary of S t . B a s i l e , I b i d . 

29 Op. C i t . , Vol . I l l , Meeting of J anua ry 1 8 , I90I4., 
p . 1 0 8 . 
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However, Mr. O'Connor moved t h a t the consent of the r a t e p a y ­

e r s be o b t a i n e d be fo re hav ing the document s i g n e d . H i s reason 

for t h i s a c t i o n be ing the d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n which had fo l lowed 

the amalgamation of the two schoo l s i n 1901 . 

Let us l a y before the r a t e p a y e r s t h e r e s u l t of 
t h e Boa rd ' s d e l i b e r a t i o n s wi th a view of r e a c h i n g a 
conc lus ion as to t he management of our schoo l s i n 
t h e f u t u r e . 3 0 

Thus Sunday a f t e r n o o n , J anua ry 3 1 s t , I90I4., a t 2.3O 

o ' c l o c k the meet ing of t h e r a t e p a y e r s took p l a c e . The p r o ­

posed agreement between t h e S i s t e r s and t h e School Board was 

r e a d and e x p l a i n e d . A l l expressed " s a t i s f a c t i o n a t t he p r o ­

g r e s s i v e methods of the Board". 3 1 

The happy conc lu s ion of the memorable even t s of t h e 

yea r s 1901 to I90I4. were welcomed by a l l t hose i n t i m a t e l y 

connected with the educat ion of Renfrew's C a t h o l i c c h i l d r e n . 

Mr. Ryder must have been n o t i f i e d t h a t h i s c o n t r a c t 

would expi re i n June as Mr. Devine informed t h e t r u s t e e s a t 

the March mee t ing t h a t " the t eache r i n the Sepa ra t e School 

has a p r o s p e c t of g e t t i n g a s i t u a t i o n a t the C.P.R. S t a t i o n 

and asked the Board t o r e l e a s e him".32 

30 I b i d . , p . 108 . 

31 I b i d . , p . 112 . 

32 I b i d . , p . 118 . 
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The School Board refused the request saying it would be an 

injustice to both pupils and parents. However, Mr. Ryder 

left the teaching profession at the close of the scholastic 

year to join the Civil Service in Ottawa.33 

September I90I4. saw Sister Eusebia Principal of both 

schools with a staff of six Sisters, two of whom, Sister 

Fiorina and Sister Oswald, travelled from the Convent on 

Barr Street to the Separate School on Lochiel Street. The 

former taught the Fourth Form and was rated by Inspector 

O'Brien as "an excellent teacher possessing a personality 

bound to have good influence on her pupils".34 

After having visited all six classes in October he 

told the trustees and the Pastor that he "was well pleased 

with the new order of things".35 Thus the system of co­

education was finally established in the Renfrew Separate 

School, a system which still prevails. 

When in I9I4.7 the Sisters of Holy Cross celebrated the 

Sixtieth Anniversary of their arrival in Renfrew, a former 

pupil, Rev. J. J. McGarry, S.J. , wrote: 

33 Andrew Devine, Interview at St. Ann's Convent, 
Renfrew, March 23, 1958. 

3k- op. cit., p. 123. 

35 Ibid. , p. 12LL. 
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S i x t y yea r s ago the S i s t e r s of Holy Cross a r r i v e d 
i n Renfrew to t ake up the v i t a l work of C a t h o l i c edu­
c a t i o n , a work which they have c a r r i e d on through t h e 
yea r s with admirable z e a l and wi th many s a c r i f i c e s . 

Almighty God has c l e a r l y b l e s s e d t h e Apos to l i c 
l a b o u r s of His s e r v a n t s i n t h i s s p e c i a l f i e l d . From 
the v e r y humble beg inn ings of t h e e a r l y d a y s , S t . 
Ann's Convent has p r o g r e s s e d s t e a d i l y u n t i l today we 
see a modern, w e l l equipped s c h o o l , w i th a l a r g e s t u ­
dent body and a c a p a b l e , e f f i c i e n t t e a c h i n g s t a f f . 
But more wonderful than the m a t e r i a l p rog re s s achieved 
i s t h e s p i r i t u a l f r u i t of so much devoted l a b o u r . No 
human a p p r a i s a l can do j u s t i c e t o t h i s : God a lone 
knows the whole s t o r y . 3 ° 

Yes , God alone knows the whole s t o r y of t h e b i r t h and 

growth of C a t h o l i c Educat ion i n Renfrewl The w r i t e r has 

s t u d i e d i n r e t r o s p e c t t he d e t a i l s of t h e y e a r s 1872 to I90I4. 

when the pr imary educa t ion of Renfrew's boys and g i r l s became 

the S i s t e r s ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The s p i r i t u a l and m a t e r i a l i n ­

t e r e s t s of t hese c h i l d r e n has eve r been and ever s h a l l b e , 

dear to each S i s t e r o f Holy Cross who has s o j o u r n e d , o r w i l l 

s o j o u r n , i n t h i s Ottawa Va l l ey town s i t u a t e d on the banks of 

the Bonnechere . 

of 
36 Rev. J. J. McGarry, S.J. , Jubilee Volume, Sisters 

Holy Cross, Renfrew, Preface, April 21, 1957. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

In her quest for first-hand evidence in writing the 

Genesis of Catholic Education in Renfrew the author compared 

local chronicles with the minutes of the Separate School 

Board; gleaned from the archival material of two religious 

communities, the Sisters of Holy Cross and the Christian 

Brothers; gathered from local news items and editorials of old 

newspapers the contents of this thesis. 

She studied several of the early Ontario Educational 

Acts in order to relate them to the various happenings in the 

early days of the Renfrew Separate School. 

To tackle the problems of building a system of Catho­

lic Education in this Ottawa Valley village a leader was needed 

to kindle interest and to inspire mutual effort. Such a 

leader was Reverend Paul Rougier, the Pastor of Saint Francis 

Xavier parish. He was the key man in the organization and 

administration of three historical periods in the first two 

decades of the school, I872 - 1892. 

Chapter I relates how Father Rougier analyzed the 

situation of the existing schools and determined, with the 

help of a Separate School Board, the procedure to follow in 

building a Catholic school and obtaining a just tax levy. 

Chapter n sees the realization of constructing a 

Convent School for girls in 1887, staffed by the Sisters of 

Holy Cross. A year later a High School Department is opened 

but it is suppressed in 1898. 
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In the Third Chapter we find the Brothers of the 

Christ ian Schools engaged in I89O as teachers for the boys . 

They taught in the school b u i l t in 1882, renamed by them, De 

La Sal le I n s t i t u t e . Refusal to prepare boys to wr i t e the 

Ontario High School Entrance Examinations caused the Brothers 

to leave Renfrew in 1896 and the school again rever ted in to 

the hands of l ay t eache r s . 

Father Rougier died in I893 and h i s successor , Rever­

end Pat r ick Ryan, also a leader with courage and f o r t i t u d e , 

kept a c l ea r eye on the educat ional p i c tu r e and a steady hand 

on i t s organiza t ional wheel. In Chapter IV the w r i t e r has 

endeavoured to t race to successful execution Father Ryan's 

plans for a system of co-education in Renfrew. This system 

became e f fec t ive through the co-operat ion of the S i s t e r s of 

Holy Cross. 

In present ing t h i s modest cont r ibu t ion to the h i s t o r y 

of Renfrew's schools , the wr i t e r hopes to keep green the names 

and deeds of those who o f f i c i a t ed at the b i r th of the Roman 

Catholic School, insp i red i t s youth and shaped i t s future 

p rog re s s . . She i s happy t o complete t h i s t he s i s as Renfrew 

prepares to ce lebra te the hundredth anniversary of i t s s t a t u s 

as an organized v i l l a g e . 
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