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INTRODUCTION ( .
\_/ ' = .

Literary‘magaziﬁes.have occupied an important posi-~
tion in Polish culture. As a result of considerable delays,

litefary works are more likely to find their way into period-

R T, —_— . = -

icals than to appear in the form of a book. Long bgfofé thé
feader has a chance to become acquainted with the book, its
message becomés obsolete or gains universal acceptance thanks
to the mediation of a perioqical. The student of cpntempo-'
rary Polish literature will, therefore, be‘wel; advised to
turn to periodicals as the source of material.. |
In the period under.study (1945-1955), the books

couid n6£ keép up with the sudden, frgquent, aﬁd often totally'un-
expected ;hanées in the internal policies of tﬁé'éounéry. Nor could
the publiéhing h;uges og_the authars keep-pace‘with the vertigi-:
nous rate of change. A short story, a poem, an essay or a
casual contribution to criticism was all.that a writer could
finish to meet the deadliﬂe. All that has a bearing on con-
temporary Polish literatﬁre_can thus be found in periodicals.

v Thelpublishing activities of the Polish literary )
jéufﬁals during the period from July 22 (Manifesto of the ¥
?olish Committee for Nafional Liberation) to the second half ‘

. , :
«;} Towarzystwo Literackie im. A. Mickiewicza Pamigtnik

-Literacki, Warszawa, Vol. 6, 1947, p. 1l46.
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of January, 1945, (so-called "liberation" of Warsaw and

Krakdw) exhibit ah understandable uniformity imposed by. tech-

nical difficulties and the lack of ‘mdterial: Odrodzenie was

the only literary weFkly publishfdz. fts publication began
on September lst, 1944, in Lublin,6 and the periodicél soon
became the focus of literary and publishing actiyities, as
well as the cultural ‘center expected to perform a variety of

functions which normally are carried out by a gamut of liter-—

ary publications. Odrodzenie fell short of these expecta-

tions simply becatse this enormous task exceeded the capabil- -
ities of an eight-éage magazine severely limited, at that, by
inadequate technical facilities and the general chaos that
reigned during the first months 0f.f¥eed5m.

In view of this, a decision was made in Augu§t 1945
to publish Twdrczoséc - a monthly of proée, poetry ahd lité;—
ary criticﬁsﬁ3. Cpnsidériﬁg the sluggish publishing activi- .
'tées of the first post-war years, Twdrczodé was expected to
£ill in for the lacking books. In an array of short-lived

‘magazines subject to frequent cha
L |

tion, Tworczoéd stands out as a joﬁrnal deserving

1ges of gideoclogical orienta—

the attention of literary historians.

2 Stanislaw Kwapiefi, Ksigzka i kultﬁra, Zaklad im.
Ossolifiskich,)Wroctaw, Vol. 11, 1946, p. 22.

. 3 Panstwowy Instytut Wydawniczy, Nowiny Literackie,
warsaw, No. 32, 1948, p. 7. )
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The purpose of this thesis is to carry out a content

anaiysis of the periodical in terms of the main thematic com-
P "

—

ponents and major ide®logical trends during the 1945-1955
period.

Twérc;oéé being postwar Poland's oldest and most
reéresentaﬁive literary mégazine, reflects the vicissitudes. °
of thé country's iitera?f development and the Communist
ﬁartﬁ's ideologiéal program, policies and controls. This
thesis will focus on several topics. These include thé con-
tent 9f ghe monthly in terms of majo% literary génres, crit-
.icism, translations and other items,ias well as the extent
and character of discernible changes and_fheir relationship
to the political regime and its cultural policies. Special
attention will be paid to the ideological policies reflected
in the inclusion or exclusion of cer%ain_;arks and authors.
The attitudes of the editors toward foreign and Polish 1lit-
erature of the prewar period, as well as their attitude to-
ward “50c§a1 realism" will.constituté another focus of the
diésertation.

The corpus of this researéh includes all the issues
of the per;Edicalﬁpublished between August 1945 and Scptember
1955. Information on the ‘history of the periodical was
gathered from severi} short articles published in other maga-
zines and newspapers, usually c0mmemoratiné‘the anniversaries

A

’ s /7
of Tworczosc.
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~ The writer haghexamlned the indexes of M A, and Ph.D.
theses in related fields publlshed in North Amerlca and
Westegn Europe for the peﬁlqd of 1950 to 1972 and has found
no topics related to Twdrczosc. The examlnatlon of Polish
sources shows no relevant material comparable to the scope of
the present thesis. \\
The‘preseng'thesis is basically bibliographical in
chafacter. It is hopea that 'it will be useful to readers
because: .1) it contains information on the content of the
issues in a given period, 2) it classifies. the materiélJCOnJ
Eained in the issues for the ten—yeaf peribd accordiné to
strictly defined thematic groups, 3) it anal¥yzes the changes
in ideological Pttitudes of the editors concerning the funda- s
ental problems of Po}ahd's literary life, and finally, 4) it<>'*
%;SS been provided dith an'exhaustive content and author‘index;
The first chapter deals with the hlstory of the perl—
odlcal s foundation and gives the background of the editors
responsible for the publication. An attempt.has been made to
establish the degree of pubzgc acceptance of the writers and
poets whose works appeared in ngrczoéé and to assess the |
ideological orifntation and the literary value of the latter.

Chapter II contains a study of the articles dealing

with culture, art, history, science, biography, politics and
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econdmics and outlines the extent to wbich TWOrczosc partici-
pa%ed'in Poland's.cultural, and social life.

The treatment of poetry, drama, and ;heater‘iﬂ the
various issues of Tworczoéd is discussed in Chapter 111, An
attempt has been made to reflect the fréquentlchanges in the
content[hnd form of literary works prémpted ﬁy thg coungry'é /
politichl vicissitudes. ' *

Chépte: 1V contains ah énalysis of prose works pub-
lished in Tﬁéiczoéé, the latter being the core of the mate-
rial appearing on the pages of'Ehis monthly.‘ It also dealé
with literary criticism - a line of endeavor that the
monthly's editors hoped to establish and maintain its
seriousness and high professioqal standards. - Reviews of lif—
erary wdrgs - am iﬁportant column in .any literary magazine -
are included in this chapter“ggﬂcgiﬁ. .

The index appendixed.to the presenf thesis refers to
all the issues of -Tworczosc published between August 1945 and
Feptember 1955. It does not‘refer to the thesis itself. It
should f%cilitate the prompt finding of the wanted informa-
tion, both the"Vafous contpibutiqns.té the monthly and their
authors. .It is a cross-reference index containing seven

hundred and twenty entries.

/%



CHAPTER I
CULTURAIL BACKDROP o -

This chapter will outline the sxtuation in the field

of Polish culture afcer World War II and the state of periodical oot

literature in Poland during the years 1945-1955. - '

-

) ‘phe events leading up to the foundation of the
‘ magazine will be discussed along with profiles of the
. various publishefs, the ideological stance of the magazine

and the breadth and variation of the works published.
. .
1. The Rebirth of CulturalsLife in the 40's.

The September catdstrqphy,“tﬁe German and Soviet

occupation-and the resulting political and economic
.51tuat10n of the country at the time when war ended,
wrought fundamental changes in the character of Pollsh
culture. First. of al}, Poland sustained enormous losses

in populafion and economy, millians of people having
_perished{in concentration camps and as a result of militarf
operations. Thousands of intellectuals .and prominent

figures of Polish culturil life chose not to return to

Poland or did so with considerable delay (Tuwim, SIonimski).
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.
Upon losing important cultural centers, such as Lwow
and Wilno and regaining Wrocaw and Szczecin, the focus of
' Polish cultural life shifted to the western’ part 'of the -
;codhtry, Wroclaw replacing Lwdw, and Torun assuming the role
of *Wilno. The migration brought about by shifting frontieis,

war destruction, the change of the political system,

‘repatriation and r:)pwed emigration, had a profound effect on

shaping the countr 's cultuye. To give an example, some

four and a half million es - about twenty percentuof total

post-war population - moved to the western part of the

country in the years ?ollowing thg war and about twenty-five
percent of all intg%lecéﬁal&*ﬁ?;;iing in Wroclaw, Torﬁﬁ and
Szczecin were %6rmer residents of Poland's eastern terri-
tories, mostly Lwow and'wilnol' -
Another important factor in the appearance of new
cultural centers was the initial decentralization prompted
by the destructidn of the national capital. Before Sep-
tember 1939 a great majority of a¥tists and intellectuals
lived in Warsaw, the center of most cultural initiatives.

)

%

1l Trena Turnau, Studia nad strukturg 1udno§ciowq
Polskiego Wroctawia, Poznan, Instytut Zachodni, 1960.

- h)
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Whereas more than fifty percent of all publjishing
activities in pre-war Poland were associated’with Warsaw,
only about ten percent corresponded to the ha@ional capital

in 1946. Some twenty daily newspapers and hundreds of weekly

" and monthly periodicals were being published in Warsaw in

1939, of this number only six ddilies remained in 1947.
Warsaw was the center of literary: and artistic life.
Two~§ifths of all-Polisﬁ theaters had their seat in Warsaw,

and forty percent of the,gountry s sc1entlsts;worked in this

01ty, which also boasted of the largest number of students,

the finest libraries and archives ahd the best museums and
collectionsz. All this cultural heritaéé wagllogf in the war
and no other Polish city was in a .position tojtake ghelleadl
KfakBW, the city that suffered leést in the Qar, now harbored
most scientists and literary figures. The presence of these
pébple/soon became noticeaﬁle in gpzenlivened-cultural atmo-
sphere-that quickened the pace of.liter;ry and theatrical
acfivities. The coast, as well as the éitiesfin the regained

areas, joined in the cultural work, in which a place of

particular importance was réserved for Katowice.

2 Central Bureau of Statistics, Poland in figures,
1944-1361, Warsaw 1962.
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The post—war'yearé in Poland were marked by a cul-
tural regenération. Soon after the cessétion of hostilities,
Poland‘rapiﬁly began to rebuild its school' system at all ’
levels of instruction, despite economic difficulties and / o
shortages of trained staff. Learned associations, headed by
the Academy of Sciences, soon took up their scholarly and, )
publishing activities, putting out a nﬁmbér_of pi?fessional
journéls in the field of mgdicihe, technology, sports etc.
Dramatic activities received a new thrust from local theater
groups ahd drama schools 5rgaéized in qll larger cities.

Music also showed a vigorous development in the first
post-war years, as-witnessed by newly established conserva-
tories. Opera'ﬁouses started per%orﬁénces ‘in Poznan, Warsaw’
and Wroctaw. As early as 1945,-60nce;ps by phitharmonic

B . . 4 ’ AL - /’
orchestras were given in Lodz, ' Katowitce, Krakow and the
N A\

cities of the coast>. : -,
‘The years 1945-1948 were also marked by a revival of

film production and a fapid development of Polish plastic

-

N - A L
arts. ’ oo
+ . . 7 . -

3 Central Bureau of Statistics, Poland in figures,
1944-1961, Warsaw 1962.
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'The end of 1945 saw the creation of "Film Polski”, a
state-operated agency, whose activities centered around the
rebuilding of the Polish film industry and serving as an

information and propaganda officd. This latter aspect of its

. dctivities took on the form of film chronicles. Exhibitions

of plastic arts attraéted-a number of‘competing‘artisté. The
press offered its éoluhns to heated discussions about the
plastic arts, the direction in which they sh;uld develop and .
the tasks they were fécing. Krakdw's Academy of Fine Arts
reopened its doors in February 1945, whereas a sister insti-
tution was inaug&rated in L3dz by the end of tﬁL year4. 

| In the context of the period, the years 1945-1948
must be viewed as ﬁarticularly faﬁorable to the arts in ~
Poland, a time in which all forms of artistic expression bore
the imprint of the enthusiasm of reconstrgstion. The
Communist Party fefrainéd f&om ovgkt interference with

artistic actiVities,‘retaining, however overall control with

the aid of various state agencies.

-

, - 4 "Diariusz Kultury Polskiej za rok 1945ﬁt'tn
Tworczosé, vol. 2, 1946, p..161-207. .
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This situation continued until.April 21st, 1948. Soon
-afterwards, upon ach1ev1ng the: ug§fﬂsatlon of most leftish »
parties into a new body known as PZPR, ‘the Party embarked
upon a complete take-over of all literary agg artistic activ-
ities, in order to impo;e "social realism” as a compulsory
cultural dogma.

Another characteristic feature of the post-war period
may be sgen in the rapid growth of professional associations,
which were utilized as a means to control culturql.activities.

‘Writers, plastic artists, mu51c1ans(Bcomposers and actors

were organlzed under the ausplces of the Mlnlstry of Culture

and Fine Arts, which officially advocated complete autonomy
of the artss. Nevertheless, the nationalization of the pub-
lishing houses worked as a braké on publishing. Thus, the
1ist.of books published during 1945, surprisingly, does not
include one single novel. Poland's pre-war belletristic
production totaled more than 500 items every year. Moreéver,
. just as many literary works were appearing yearly in instal-o4

ments in periodical publications.

S Tadeusz Sulimski, "Szkalnictwo wyzsze i nauka” in
Kultura, Parls, Instytut Literacki, March 1952, p. 124.

/
L

-~
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The first year after the war saw‘the publication of
only a dozen old novels ané four new-novélgt Coﬁparably, the
output of daily newspapers in 1946 was barely forty percent
of that of’1938§. .

One must also point ocut the almgost complete dis-
appearance af sensational publications catering to popular
. tastes, in view of its rejection by the Party ‘as ideologi-
cally harmful to a socialist society.

In summing up, the first years'of gultural activities
are marked by a dynamic growth on' the ruins of
economically devastated Poland; and this despite the
growing political controls.
11.° Literary Journalism in the Years 1945-1950.
i ﬁi -~

The acute thirst for the printed word felt during the
occupftion was gradually guenched by the rapidly developing
pressﬂ which included‘periodicals of varioqé orientations anq‘
different professional standards. As far as literary

journalism is concerned, Tworczosd had tough competition in

Kuznica, a periodical of lofty ambitions and considerable

Ay
e

6 "Przeglad czasopism” in Nowiny Literackie, No. 32,
1948, p. 7. .
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elan, which started publication in August'19A5, in Lddz as an
official'organ of Poland's young 1itéfary left. S. ZSlkiewski
was its chief editor until 1949, béing.lager.replaced by
Pawel Hoffman. -

Kuiniéa counted among its collaborators such well-
known writersrand political jogrnalists as K. Brandys,
P. Hertz, M. Jéstruﬁ,_J. Kott, R. Matuszewski, S. Pollak and
A. Wazyk. It was a literapy publicétioﬁ with a broadly Marxist
outlook and a clear-cut purpose; its approach to many prob-
lems met with general appreciation even in circles that did
nat share its ideology. The literary credo of Kuznica pr?-

)

claimed adherence to "high realism" such as, it was believ

had been the‘trade—mark of Diderct and Balzac. A polemic
with the pginciples of the Vanguard, its program of
"high realism” and its stand against dogmatism led, /during
the "Zhéénov period", to its closure in 19507.

Another lit;rary magézine reappeared in the ®64d2%
scene in late 1945 under a changed name; we have in mind

LY
Zagadnienia Literackie known before the war under the name of

ﬁycie Literackie. .

7 Zbigniew Zabicki, 2z problemow-literatury polskiej
XX wieku, Panstwowy Instytut Wydawniczy, Warsaw 1965, p. 106-130.
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“A;Thefediipfs claimed to be setting out to create a
propitious climate for discussing problems of literary theory

from différent phiiééophical premises. Thus, scholérship

rather than popularization was what ﬁycie Literackie'Wés;*
_ . : \
aiming at. - : , N ry

5

The Poznan branch of the Association.of Pofﬁsh_ A

Writers launched the publication Zycie Litéféqkié under
the editorship of Jaroslaw Iwaszkiewicz, who 1atér Wasire-'
- placed by Wojciech Bak. . The contents of the magaziné ranged
«from contemporary Polish and foreign proée and poetry, to ‘
luiticism and articles of generalyinterest on cultﬁre,
science, and especially philosophya. \\u
The literary magazine Kamena, which had beeﬁ pub-
lished for six years prior to 1939, was revived by its former
editor Kazimierz Jaworski. It remained true to its old
image, devoting most of its pages to poetry.
Among the revived magazines one also finds Lewy Tor,
a Warsaw literary monthly, which first was associated with
the Populér Front but later became restricted to literature
and a small séction'of political journalism. The popular

style of Lewy .Tor made this magazine accessible to readers

with less sophisticated literary tastes.

8B Staﬁ‘%law Kwapien, Ksigzka i kultura, Warsaw, No. 11,
1946, p. 24.
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The wmagazine Wieg, I{E_bli(shed in 2ddZ by
A. Krdl and intended for the peaéantry, underwgnt BN
an evolution during the two years of iﬁs existance in an
effort to meet the growing cultural demand of the Pollsh
village. It first showed a prefe;ence for social problems,
relegating literary questions to the background. However, as
soon as the peasant press reached an adequate level of -
development, Eigé narrowed down the range of its interests
‘and began to devote more space to cultural problems. A
éifferent type of journalism, a quite special ‘lyric poetry
,jx\\that tended tolcreate a school, as well as fresh themes and a

. wide range of interests, are proof that Wies did not lack

ambition and originality.

W ¥

The reconstruction and development of the "recovered"
territories, the Polish- German relations and Ehe llterature
of Poland's western provinces were ‘the center of attentlon.oﬁ
the Katowice weekly Odra, edited by Wilhelm Szewczjk from |
1945 until its temporary closure in 1950. Another literary
biQeekly appeared in September 1946, namely the magazine
Pokolenie under the general editorship of Roman Bratny.

L. Bartelski, J. BocheﬁSki,-?. Borowski, B. Czeszko and

T. ROzewicz were among its editors.
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Being the organ of the youngest generation of publi-
cists and men of letters, this publication discussed sensi-

tive matters, such as the Home Army, quergfound activities, .

_ the Warsaw uprising, the Polish army in the West, emigrétion,

etc. Due to this tendency, Pokolenie was a source of

irritation for the party leadership; its short-lived exis-

tence (1946-47) is thus understandableg. ) /ﬁ\;
In the period discussed, special consideration is due

to the sector of Catholic press represented by 2Znak,

Tygodnik Powszechny, Tygodnik Warszawski and Dzig i Jutro.

The most widely read Tygodnik Powszechny published articles
discussing problems of culture, philosophy, sociology and
politics from the Catholic point of view. This weekly also

contained much literary material, such as excerpts of prose

works, poetry, criticism and essays. Tygodnik Warszawski on
the other hand, paid more attention to politics, providing
information on pertinent events at home and abroad. By a
comprehensive‘review of happenings_of the preceeding wggk,
Tygodnik Warszawski endeavored to substitute, at least

partly, for a Catholic daily newspaperlo.

~
9 M. Zywicki,"Wymowne cyfry 13;7", in Prasa Polska,
Warsaw, No. 3, 1949,

10 Stanislaw Kwapien, in Ksigzka i kultura, Warsaw,
No. 11, 1946, p. 25. "
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Also published in Warsaw; Dzis i Jutro was the organ
of PAX, the so-called éatholic léft, which subscribed to the
Communist platform in gquestions of social relations. In
addition to'literatufe, this publication included articles on
economic issues at home and abroad.

The‘biossomihg‘period of literary journalism in post-
war quand was short. Dufing the years 1949-1954 many
_reviews were closed down, while others were transformed into
regional bulletins iﬁ which literary questions received but a
marginal treatment. In the early 1950's literary activities

centered around two weeklies and one monthly; Nowa Kultura,

Przeglad Kulturalny and Tworczosc. One may complete the list

by adding the Krakdw weekly 'Zxcie Literackie. Thus, the

literary journalism of this period conpares unfavor-
ably with the first post-war years, when this field was

represented by Odrodzenie, Kuznica, Nowiny Literackie, Znak,

Zeszyty Wroclawskie, Zeszyty Krakowskie, Dziennik Literacki’

Pamietnik Literacki, Odra'Pokolenie, not counting a greater

involvement with literature of the daily press and the

illustrated mégazines.
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The lowering of the auality of literary journalism
and diminished activity in all the sector§<éf.Polapd's cul—::>
tural life begins after the Fourth Congress of Polisﬁ Writers
held in Szczecin, January 1949. The resolutions adopted at
thiS'Eongress were of special importance fér Polish 1iteraf
ture. In their papers read at the meeting, Party spokesmen -
notably deputy minister for culture and arts W. Sokorski and
stefan Z4Ykiewski - outlined the principles of "socialist )
realism" to be adhered to by all creative writersll. The
resofutions adopted at the congress imposed on all literature
the obligation to engage actively in "building socialism" in
Poland.

The congress of Szczecin'practically eliminated the
already limited autonomy enjoyed by Polish writers. Instead,
the commissars for culture were offering the Soviet model to
be followed by all. Adam WaZyk, the chief editor of

Tworczosé, gave the following formulation of literature's

tasks:

11 Stefan ZdYkiewski, "Aktualne ‘zagadnienia powojennej
prozy polskiej", (Referat zjazdowy) in KuZnica, No. 4, 1949.
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The struggle against Gomolkaism and the defeat of
- bourgeois estheticism in poetry and prose are respon-
-sible for the fact that socialist tendencies became
‘prevalent in literature. Ideas relevant to the build-
ing of socialism, imbued with the spirit of proletar-
ian internationalism, the struggle for peace, and the
struggle against imperialism, are dominant in itl2,
From now on literature will be concerned with any-
thing but the problems of art, because "poetics is an —
extension of ideology and must perform ideological functions®.12A
A éiamping down onAfantasy and imagination, an impo-
sition of thematic and ideological guidelines and the elimi-
nation of experimentation combined to paralyze literary
creétiviéyg The freedom of scholarly research and artistic
experimentation became limited by the ideologi¢a1 contrbls:of
the Communist Party. It had become impossible to publish the
results of scientific research whose authors refused to adopt
the principles of Marxism in its Soviet version. Dogmatism,
schematism and the monopoly of Marxism-Leninism in literature

and art worked as a damper on cultural activities in Poland.

The so-called Zhdanov périod proved to be the most

sterile in the history of Polish culture and literature.

12 Adam Wazyk, "Uwagi o kryteriach poezji", in Tworczosd,
vol. 8, 1952, p. 30.. |

' ' 12-A Ibido’ P‘o 31-
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This situation was slowly changed as a result of political
evenfs that occurred in Poland in 1954—1955.l.Stalin's death,
the 20th Congress of the Communist Pafty of the Soviet Union
and the return of Gomolka were factors in the rejection of
socialiét realism as a compulsory doctrine‘of q;eat?ve arts. .
The cultural life of those tempestuous years and the follow;
ing- decade developed under the: condltlons of a more relaxed

. party con%gol. Gom&tka's takeover marks a new ‘era in the
. [l .

. cultural history of the Polish People's Republic.

-

111. General Characteristics of Twdrczoéd.

In dhe spring of 1945, a group of wrdters, poets,
critics and literary pub11c1sts came together in Krakdw to
agree, among other thlngs{ on the name of a projected monthly
llterary publication. The gathering enthusiastically
endorsed the name of Twdrczosd proposed by Julian Przybos.
The title met a11 the expections of the founding membersl3.
’//’f// The country devastated by the Nazis could boast of

few books while the publishing hdfuses were in the process of

/ -
reconstruction. The daily and weekly press could publish but

-

-

13 W.N. Nowiny Literackie, No. 32, 1948, P. 7.

F A
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a fraction of the wrlters wartime production. There was an

urgent need for a large literary periodical as a substltute

-

for the unavailable books'. a ~ Y

Leon Kruczkowski - playwright, novelist, publicist

and an activist of the left - became, uposﬁhis returﬁ from a

‘German concentration camp, the first editor of the new peri- -

odical. Because of his political convictions (he had had

contacts with the Polish Socialist Party before the war, and

from 1945 on was member of the Polish Labor Party and member

of Parliament), as well as because of his experience in jour-

nalism (he had written for Gazeta Literacka and Wiadomoéci
»

'Literackfé), Leon’ Kruczkowski had aii/éhe qualifications'

. required for the chief editor of TwdrczoSé. He was a con-

noisseur of poetry, whereas playwriting became the main form
of his literary expression (adaptation for the stage of

Kordian and Ham, The Hero of Qur time, Julius and Ethel, the

well-known play The Germans, for which he was awarded an

international prize §p litetature etc). In Tworczosc Leon

Kruczkowski published his plays (e.g. Odwiedziny), articles,

poetry and short stories in which he di§cussed, from Marxist

positions{ the problems of freedom and state power14. During

!

14 Vol. 7, 195%, p. 7—-45.
A
., ) Lz%ga
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his time in office as editor-in-chief, Kruczkowsﬁi‘favored
the publicatioq of short stories and articles dealing with
£he Nazi occupation. Kruczkowski had time to publish only
Yhe first issue of Twdrczosd before he was appointed deputy
15. The said issue, run off on
newsprint and clad in a carton céver, appeared early in
August 1945; coné&dering_the situation of Poiand's p&b-
1ish%pg business at the time, thg numbe; of copies - ten .
thousand - was truly impressive.

In September 1945, the office of editor-in-chief
pas 2d from Kruczkowski to Kazimierz WyEa, at the time chair-
ma; ©of the Krakow branch of the Writers' Association, one of

the most outstanding historians and students of Polish liter- ;
. .. L

ature, 'as well as a prominent critic, teacher and essayist.

.During the war, Kazimierz Wyka was involved with secret

'1itérary publications and lectured at an underground univer-

"fﬁ\\}éity. He started to teach at the Jagiellonian University in

1948 and from 1952 to 1956  served as a member to the Sejm.

He was entrusted the directorship of the Institute of Liter-

ary Research as of 1955. Kazimierz Wyka participated in the

-

vy

\J
15 Tadeusz Bujnicki, Autorzy naszych lektur, Zakkad
im,Ossolifskich, Wroctaw, 1967, p. 221. .

Iy -
-
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the activities of the Polish Writers' Association, holding
the office of its vice-chairman. In 1954 he was appointed
_ titular professor. He died suddenly'in January 1975.

Kazimierz Wyka developed a critical method of his
own, focusing his attention on literature from social and
moral positions but, at the same time, taking pains to
respect the artistic autonomy of the author and the individ-
uwal charatteristics of his work. Beth ie his literary and
criticél work and in his editorial activities, Wyka was able
to reconcile object1v1ty and tolerance with determination and
individualism. Kazimierz Wyka remalned in offlce as editor-
in-chief of Twdrczoéd until 1949, the year in which the magaq'
zine was transferred to Warsaw and its publlcatlon entrusted
to the Board of Directors of the Polish Writers' Associaj
tionls. L | ™

The removal of Wyka.undoebtedly was a 6€1itical
decision. At a time when "social ieelism" waeilaunching its
first offensive, the Party wanted to see so important an

offlce occupled by a trustworthy person, unquestlonably

devoted to the 1deals of Communism. Accordingly, durlng the

e

, 16 Padstwowy Instytut Wydawniczy, Stownik
Wspoyﬁiesnych Plsarzy Polskich, Vol. 111, Warsaw, 1964, P- 547.

-
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.

years 1950-1954 the office of editor-in—éhieﬁ was- occupied by
Adam Wazyk a prollflc wrlter, poet and translator, the

recipient of a state prlze for literature.
- - -
Throughout the era of Stalinism, Wazyk acted as an

T4

ardent propagator of communist ideology which he clearly

-

favored in the columns ,of Tworczdsd During his time in

office, the maga21ne s pages were crammed with the so- -called
-
"production™ prose, polltlcally oriented poetry, reports of

.current political events and communist propaganda. . Early "in

1955 (durlng the period of. "t+haw"), there occurred a change

in Wazyk' s polltlcal opinions which was evxdenced in his

,noté¥ious and ideologically significant Poem for Adults,
pmblisﬁed-in No. 67 of Twdrczodéd for the year 1955. Sezfre-

}y critical of the absurd aspects of current socijal
_ oy |

realities, the said pdem was something of a surprise to
those readers who were acquainted with the poet's earlier

production which surely had been interpreted as an apology

of the Stalinist era. ik B

. L~
[

The next and last man to occupy the office of
editor-ip-chief of Twdrczosé (after 1954) was the senior of

Polish literature - Jaroslaw Iwaszkiewicz. His literary -
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. i : ! '
WOnk:impresses one with its bulk, wealth and diversity of
genre and ferm; He hed-authored poems, plays, essays and
critical reviews.‘besides‘a numner of short stories and
novelsd He had translated from Danish, Spenish, English,
French Itallan. Rue81an and German. Between the two- wars
and after World War 11, Jaroslaw Iwaszk1ew1cz was 1nvolved in

a varlety of literary and polltical activities, amog&?others

he wasbihe co- founder of the poets‘ ‘cludb Skamander, edltor of

the blweekly Zyc1e Literackie, chairman of the Polish Writers'
Association.-editor of the weekly Nowiny Literackie and
delegate to the Sejm. The government acknowledged hlS con-

trlbutlon with several high dlstlncghons.

All the aﬁpointments to éhe office of edifor-in—chief
of Twirczodd were politically motivated. The Party needed an .
outstanding literary figure; a man of profen ideelogical
stance who, while in office, could be trdsted to implement’

the literary policies of the Central Committee. There is no

doubt that the Pérty;j;ggpggjétions were met. The excessively
' . T s

g
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liberal Kazimierz Wyka,'who was not a comm ig;, became
victimized 'by Stalinism. Then came Wazyk, who in turn was
removed from office when~political expediency required a non-
communist who would be a prqmﬂer}t_ literary figure at the
same. time. Jaroslaw Iwaszkiewicz filled that demand.

The scope of Twdrczodd was best defined in the plat-
form of the,editofial board published in the first issue of
the magazine:

'~ Our monthly is intended to be above all a faithful
reflection of contemporary prose and poetry, a record
of those spiritual and social transformations of recent
years that already have found an expression in the

) rks of our writers. 1In its first stage, the magazine

. Will be - we are fully aware of the connotations of the
epithet used ~ variegated, because the present day _
Polish literature exhibits this characteristic. Our w o

- publication wishes to provide leadership in developing

] a humanistic social realism in prose and to assist in

\\" finding a new style in poetry. 17

‘ Thus,‘the_editgxs_of Tworczosc considered as their

principal'task to acgquaint the readers with the outstanding
productions of Polish prose and poetry by pﬁblishing, in full
or.in excerpts, the mosE representative works. The platform
article magg clear the editors' intention to include in their
selections, and even to favor, essays, literary reportage and,

works which "in a mgasure accessible to us are novel and

creative®.

-

17 Bworczodd, . Vol. 1, 1945, p. 5.
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Genres such as the essay - literary, political or
philosophical - and the reportage, though rare on the Polish

scene, have a greater impact on the reader at this time of

~

competing social forms and tﬁere is an urgent need for
precisely these literary kinds .

Besides, the platform irticle promised that Twdrczoéd
would actively engage in literary criticism. The magazine
intended to concentrat (\n fostefing serious criticism and on

tralnlng 2 new generation of literary critics:
We shall endeavor to educate the future essayists
and literary critics on great examples of Western and
Russian criticism offered in translation. We shall
~also try to prepare future poets by publishing samples
of great poetry. Thus, by offering examples of great
literary works and by laying the foundations for a
broadly understood criticism, the magazine hopes to
improve the quality of our literature. It truly
deservgs the. aEBellatlon of a journal of literature
v and criticism

In the following years, partlcularly durlng the v
-perlod o%‘Stallnlsm (1949-1954), the llterary policies of
Tworczosd, bending to Party dlrectlves,.dlffered considerably
from the aboverdeclarations. Up to 1949, however, the out-

lined program was adhered to and Twdrczo$é published works by .

2

18 Tworczosc, Vol. 1, 1945, p.,5.

(g
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writers of both the younger and the older generations, by
beginners and recognized masters of the art. ‘One finds in it
poetry by Staff, Sionimski, Jastrun, Przyboé, novels by Maria

Dgbrowska, short stoxies by Iwaszkiewicz, contributions by

‘Dobrowolski, Grzybowski, Tadeusz Peiper, Karol Irzykowski,

Waclaw Borowy, Roman Dybowski, Jozef Feldman and others.
Prose constituted the literary core of Tworczosc. "An essen-
tial feature of a magazine of this type is that it publishes

larger works in full, rather than in part, s¢ that they may

19

. . . . - ) i e
be discussed in literary circles" ’.. Twdrgzosc became thed
WO o20SC

——

forum above all of the newest Polish prose: Jerzy !

Andrzejewski, Tadeusz Borkowski, Kazimierz Brandys, Leopold

Buczkowski, Tadeusz Breza, Stanistaw Dygat, Tadeusz HoXuj, Jdzef

Kisielewski, {. Kozloﬁska, K. blszewski, S. Otwinowski, K,
Pruszynski, W.\Zukrowski - this was the spectrum of
names and talents indicating that the editors' conception of

<
a new "realism" was rather broad.

/
Far from ignoring the literature of the oldéa gener- .
\‘)/
ation - on the contrar frequently referring to it -,
Y, eq YX._ p g Ju

Twérczoddé confrggﬁid the various literary groups and aimed at

_keep@ng.the public informed of the newest litérary achieve-

ments. Besides a rich and varied selection of prose works

19 "From a discugsion on Twdrczosc™, in Tworczosc,
Vol. 1, 1952, .p. 38. :
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(fragments of novels, short stories, literary reportage) and
poetry, this‘monthly devoted much place to c;iticism, both
generations being represented: V. Borowy, K. Zawodzinski, .

W. Taszycki, K. éyka,sS. Kott, W. Kubacki, R. Lichariski, W. Mach,
H. Pregerowna and H. Vogler were closely connected with the maga-
zine. In time, the work of several of these critics showed
atteﬁpts at a reappraisal of prewar literature coupled to a
more;explicit advocacy of "social realism”.

The monthly maintained close contacts with current
European literature, publishing translations from English,
French, Spanish, German, Russian and Ukrainian, as well as
essays on topics related to foreign literature. Some issues
were devoted entirely to a specific foreign literature, thus
volpyme 3  for 1949 dealt exclusively with the Czech and
sldvak literatures,. and volume 3 ﬁg; 1946 with the French
literature. \

Poetry constituted an especiallg significant contri-
bution of Twdrczoéd during the period under discussion. Each
fblume contained several poems.exhibiting a different theme
;nd technique. It might have been poetry written by acknowl-
edged masters or beginners, Polish or translated.

Plays - in excerpts or in full - were published in

practically every other issue, attesting to the editors' keen

.3“\_‘
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interest in this literary kind. However, it was literary
critiéism that occupied the largest and most -significant
place. In every issue one finds sevéral, at times as many as
twenty, brief reviews of the most recent books of p;o;e and
poetry. Although admittedly not exhaustive, these reviews

represented a very important source of information.

As expected,_gmdrczoéé engaged in political journal-

" ism at all times it its column "On The Horizon", publishing

reports of a variety of congresses, events, conferences and

.political speeches. Classics of Marxism thus far unpublished’L

in Polish also appeared.in this .column. Political commenta-
ries én so-called capitalist countfies also were a regular
feature.

The range of iﬁtereéts-of Twdrczosé transgressed the
realm bf literature; a large number of'essays and discussion

were devoted to plastic arts, painting, sculpture aqg/f6lk

-art. Problems of Polish film industry and music were vented

in the column headed "Current Eventé", which also included

4

information and critical reviews d%'the newest developments
I
in the theater.
One of the methods of approaching current problems of

literature and culture that we find in this magazine is the
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printing. of a number of topical articléslin the same issue.
Thus, issue 2 of i946 was devotéd to Koéciuszko and the
unrisal of Krakdw, issue 2, %946 to contemporary-Ffench lit-
erature and Polish theater, issue 3, 1946 to Czech and Slovak
literatures. ' |

In time, the range of interest of the magazine
expanded. Twdrczosd became a mirror focused on a wide spec-

trum of literary and cultural .activities of those years.




CHAPTER II

HUMANITIES
AY

This chapter ﬁiil discuss the material in Twdrczoéc,
devoted to the matters of culture and art,_history, science,
biograbh%, politics and ecoqomics. Only-representative
articles of considerable impact have begn.sel?cted and ana-
lyzed with respect to the space allotted to each pafticular
theme, the tfends in iﬁterpretation, the personality of the
contributor and the significant'changes occurring in any of
these‘elements. It is Hoped that the analysis will establish
the magazineﬂs,ihtereéts and consequently thé degree to which
it reflectgdﬁthe cultural and social life of the country.

" - The chapte} dill discuss the various elements of-humanities
in the following'sequence: Cu;tﬁre and Arf;.Biography, .

Philosophy and Science, Politics and Econcomics.

l. Culture and Art.

N As it has been pointed‘dut in the previous chapter,
' the interests of Twérééééé é bfoader"than literature proper.
The monthly published articles on hattefs pertaining to cﬁl—
ture and art, history, biégraphy, politics and economies. A

’ ’ i R
permanent feature of Tworczosc was a column devoted to motion
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F

pictures, music, painting, sculpture and theater. In the
period 1945-55, letters from Poland's larger.cultural centers
| ' - o

were the prevailing form of reporting in this area. Among

others one finds Hertz's Letters from Lddz, Zakrzewski's

Letters from Poznan, letters by'Karczerka, the articles
k]

Cultural Geography of the Years 1947-1948 and The Position of
Krakdw by Wyka, etc. |

During the first three years following its founda-
tion) Twérczoéélpublished an annual survey entitled Diary of
rotls

.sh Culture which amounted to a chronicle of cultural

events. Regrettably, this useful feature was abandoned later.
\\i{gﬂmber of articles and essays were devoted to painting and

the problems of museums. Thus the article A Museum on Wheels

by Kazimierz'-Wyka1 dealt with popularizing the masterpiedes of

plastic arts. The author also.gave a sketch of the history of _

Polish plastic arts ‘exhibitions from the earliest ones to the’

postwar plastic arts mobiles that were ‘to visit the small

-

i

. ' - : )
Other authors, for example, Roman ngbowicz discussed

the modernization of museums, a correspondent signed A.B.

1 Vol. 7, 1948, p. 128-137.

A : - ‘
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the reorganization of Louvre, Juliusz Goryﬁski the problem of
kitsch in plastic arts, Mikeczyslaw Porgbski the artistic
meaning of 'image in modefh painting, etc. Mdét repdrts'and‘
reviews of exhibitions of paintings were signed by Helena-
Bluméwng, Tadeusz Dobrowolski, Mieczyslaw Poregbski, Jacek

Puget, Helena Wielowiejska and Konrad Winkler. These jour-

nalists, reporters and critics - most of them young - in

analyzing the works of individual artists, introduced them to *’

the wider ‘reading public. 9 ,
Many essays and critical articles were devoted to the

individual painters. Thus, Tadeusz Dobrowolski published an

essay on Pankiewicz and -another one on Rembrandtz. Helena

Blumdwna discussed the style and the use Bf color in the :

works of Olga Boznaﬁska3 and those of Zbigniew Pronaszko4, ) K\

whe;ea; Zygmunt Kaluéyﬁéki stressed the greiiifss and the

/

importance of Louis David.

2 Vol. 4, 1947, p. 20.
3 "Twdrczodé Zbigniewa Pronaszki”, Vol. 12, 1948, p.64.
4 "Olga Boznanska", Vol. 2, 1946, p. 95.

5 "0 krzywdzie,Wielkodci i aktualnodci Louis Davida‘{4
VO].- 4, 1949' p. 38.
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]

Jerzy Wolf dealt with the biography and the paintings

of Pierre Bonnards, etc. In an essay Standing Guard for

LY

Humanistic Aft97, Bialostockl gave a cross section of the

work of Maria Hiszpanska, ° an outstanding representative

of Polish graphic érts in the 1940's.],Bialostocki summed up
the main cﬁiracteristics of her art: vériet&, versatility and
an intense emotional attitude goward her creations.

In the column “Curfent affairs”, a place of impér-

- . . ce s
tance is given to reporting on all sorts of exhibitions,

-

/

handicrafts and folk art. The golumn carried articles by
Stanislaw Gebethner An Exhibitii:lof Textiles and Handicrafts

at the tional Museum in Warsaw, Tadeusz Dobrowolski The

Textiles of Helena and Séefan Galkowski and Gobelins of

<He1eﬁé and Stefan Falkowski, Karol Homaiacz The Role of

Handicrafts in the Mass Culture, Wojciech Mol A Commentary

[

on the Exhibition of Art of the Peoples of Yugoslavia(in the

19th and 20th Centuries, Tadeusz Peiper Artistic Dances, etc.

Tadeusz Seweryn's report of the great exhibition of sculp-

tures, paintings and bopular graphic art at Krakdw's

) \ (

6 Vol. 5, 1947, p. 17. o .
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Fiqeégxts Society is one of ﬁhe most extensives. |

The film industry ahd its problems were repd}ted on
-usﬁaliyxbf:\an Biélostocki, éygmunt Kaluéyﬁski and Kazimierz
Wyka. Tﬁgée were short artiéles_discussing the situation in
Polish film making. In lengthier critical étudies they
reviewgd the achievements, of the American, Soviet, British

and Italian cinematograph}. For example, in the article

A Voyage to the Island of Improbabllltles9 Kazimierz Wyka

examined the effect of the movies on the collec€/§e mind.

Zygmunt Kaluzyﬁskl s artlcle Sergey Eisenstein or the Reha-

uﬁ“'bllltatlon of Hlstory1 was deévoted to the work of this out-

standing innovator of Soviet cinematqgraphy.
1) \/"

Musical reviews appearing in Twérczoéd arnd other
1te£§‘related to mpsic, -bear mostly-the name of Jerzy
Broszkiewicz. This prose writer and music critic, who is
a trained musico;o“st and former editor of the periddicél

Muzyka published reviews of every majof\qasical event in

Poland. 1In an essay entitled Important Ahniversa;iesll,

Broszkiewicz discussed two significant dates in 1947: the
: - >~

8 "W éwigtkagni;, Vol. 3, 1948, p. 96
9 Vol. 10, 1946;-p. 38.
10 vol. 7, 1948, p. .23.

11 vol. 12, 1947, p. 74.
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10th anniversary of-~the passing of Karol Szymanowski and t?er

- +

35th anniversary of Stanis¥*aw Moniuszko's. death. ‘.

What' is New in Music in Krakéw and Musical Activities

in Poznan - a series of.reports pubfished by Brpszkiewici,and.
Szczeligowska - discussed the vital problemslbf-musical art

in these centers. Philharmonic_orchestras, opergs, appear-
ances of soloists, symphony concerts were some of the Popics
discussed. -

Thé section devoted to prog}ems of culture contained
mainly short reports from the principal cultural Centegs,
written mostly by staff correspondents. The reports tfied_to
recreate fhe cultural atmosphere of a given place and includ—
ed information on new—books,Kétage performances, literary
magazines and their siéff. In the second place, by sheer
volume, one finds reviews of all sorts of exhibitions -
graphic arts, paintings, handicrafts, as well as reviews of
stage performances. A somewhat smaller number of reports are

. ~
devoted to the discussion of individual artists or individual
works. = - - - |

By pﬁblishing this kind’of reports,-reviews, artic;es
and essays, the ediEo;s of Twdrczoid attempted to present. a

relatively complete picture of cultural activities in indi-

vidual sectors, pointing out specific local problems.

.-
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2. .
stre551ng the p051t1ve and dynamic elements, as well as crit-
1c121ng those aspects‘ef Poland's cultural life which they
considered to be statlc, petty bourgeois or Smely-reactlon-
afy,
11.- Bidgraphy

A;The first ten yeafs of Twérczogé were marked by an
' abundance of biographic items. These ;ery useful articles
,always are read for a ‘variety of reasons by a vast clientele,
ranglng from supplementary school readlng to scholarly
research on an 1nd1v1dua1 artist or a per od in the history
of art. It is especially significant thaz the 19th century,
speaklng broadly, and domestic topics hlghllght the bio-
graphic material published in this magazine. The p01nt is

. illustrated, for instance, by Samuel Sandler's article At the

§9prces of Marxist Esthetics in Poland12 (a monograph on

Bronislaw Bialblocki who died in 1888 at the age of 27) and a

biographic essay The work of Zbigniew_UniIowskil3! Sienkiewicz

in Vienna in 1914 and Three Encounters with Reymont by Alfred B

Wysocki and Stanislaw Lempickilﬁ {Life and scientific activ-

ity) by Juliusz Kleiner.

12 vol, 6, 1953, p. 138.
13 vol.”2, 1950, p. 125
14 Vol. 1, 1947, p. 82. . R

15 Vol. 3, 1948, p. 72.



HUMANITIES . 34

In.the decade of 1945—i955, Twdrczosé published
materials_dealing with the life and work of such Polish
writers and poets as J. Stowacki, A. Mickiewicz, k. Tetmajer,
Karol Szymanowski, ierzy Kornacki, J.I. Kraszewski, |
ﬂ. $zenwa1d, W. Umiﬁski, J. Tuwim, G. Zapolska,

T. Pawlikowski, Z..Nalkowska and oéhers.a .
The following fofeign authors were diScussed:quriy,

Thomas Hardy, David- Lawrence, John  Galsworthy, Tirso de

Molina, Frangois Mauriac, Christo Smirnenski, Iwan Olbracht; .

’
~

Franciszek ‘Halas and Lope de Vega.
Most essays‘aﬁd articles of a biographic character
were signed by Wojciech Natanson. In them he discussed a
short story about Hermann Hess16 {Nobel Prize for literature,
' pacifist, novelist, poet and painter), Albert Camus' drama
Caligu1a17, Bruno Frank's novel Cervantes, in which, among
other things, he tries to distinguish between historical

novels and biggraphic novelsls.

16 "Nowy Laureat Nobla", Vol. 3, 1947, p- 54.
17 "Albert Camus"”, vol. 7, 1947, p. 81l. _

18 "0 Cervantesie (1547-1616)", Vol. 5, 1948, p. 11l2.

Y

%
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The peribd of great historic events that shook the
entire world supplied even ordinary individuals with suffi-
C. Ll . N )

cient opportunity to observe angr experience, whereasjout-

standing talents were given a chance for a total

their energies.‘ Theg, second World War and its consequences
thus found a reflection in tﬁé overwhelming majority of
memoiré published‘in Twdrczodd (This theme of the memoirs -
wiil be discussed in Chapter Four). The war, though consti-
tuting the dominant element, both quantitatively and guali-
tatively, 9f the. content of these memoirs, is not their sole

topic. In the first decade of existence of the Polish

blic, the party promoted the publication of
memoirs of worker's\uprisings and rebellions of peaéants-

Yielding to pressure, the editors of Twdrczoéd in the
early 50'sj3hbliéhed in almost every issue mémoirs of activ-
ists of 'the labor movement, of.participants in the revolution
of 1905, as well as memoirs of revolutionaries :wof past his-
toric epochs, both Polish and foreign. As the edfﬁors
explained, "the memoirs of revolutionaries serve our social-
ist propaganda, they educate our youth and improve the

society's morale"lg.

19 Twérczoéé, Vol. 1, 1950, p. 7.
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Accordingly, Eugeniuéz Plomienski's article On the

Eve of the 1846 Uprising of Krakéﬁzo, introdyces readers into

the atmosphere of the days. preceeding that rebellion. The

rebellion itself is treated by Lucyna Krasnicka in a note

1

entitled A Memoir from the Year 18462 where in a direct and

naive tone she nJ&Fates the battles in the city and the

arrival of Prussian and Austrian troops. . The same period of

historj is the subject of Roman Werfel's Dembowski i Szela22.

In summing up the reasons for the failure of the Novemﬁefl
Uprising; he fixes a point of departure for some new ideas
and trends in the éolitical life of Polish society. Werfel
gives .an evaluation of the undergrcund organizations that,,
were active in the Austrian zone bf‘the partitioned Polénd,
as well as a characterization of their leaders, such as
Father éciegienny, Julian Gostor, Walenty Stefaﬁski, but he
dwells longer on Edward Dembowski, the principal revolu-
ticnary in the Principality of Poznan and Galicia. Later
Werfei turns his attéﬁlion to the peasant uprisal of 1846 and

its leader Jakub Szela.

J

20 Vol. 2, 1946, p. 62
21 vol. 11, 1946, p. 72

22 VOl. 2, 1946"\_‘p~ 15. -
N
b
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A

‘The very same period of Galician plots is the topic

of the memoirs of Klemens Mochnacki .entitled The Memoirs of a

Plotter and Teacher of the Years 1811—4§23. It differs,

thehaticaily‘from the othér memoiré which
usué%ly abound im details concerning the organization of
plots; the conduct of investigations or the course the revo-
lutionary struggle might have been tg}ihg. "Mochnacki's
memoir discusses problems of education, schools and social
cﬁstoms. Its analysis of the school system of the period is
‘of special value.

.Of;special interest is also the content of another
memoir of the per%pd of the January uprising - that of Janusz

Stgpowski entitled A Rhapsody of the Sea24. These -are recol-

lections of an o0ld soldier and exile - colonel Teofil
Lapinski - who headed a risky voyage from London to the coast
of Lithuania to deliver weapons and ammunition to lééal quer-
rilla soldiers.

Another type of memoir llterature publlshed by

Tworczosc is represented by Characters and Anecdotes of the

19th Century ¥, whose authors are Edmond and Jules Goncourt.

- 23 Vol. 1, 1950, p. 42
24 Vol. 7, 1949, p. 101..

© 25 Vol. 9, 1951, p. 115.
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The memoir records the encounters of the Goncourts
wihh famous.pérsonalities of the time - their portraits,
anecdotal occurrences and idiosyncrasies, among them meetings
with Balsac, Flaubert, Turgenev and 2ola.

To sum up, the biographic pages of Twérezodd abound

o«

in commomplaces; by no means can one speak here of literature
proper. They are aimed’at the layman_ and popularizati;n is
their keynote. Thomatically, the. biographic material pub-
lished by Twbrczosé in the years 1945-49 oravitates”to.World
War 11, foreign occupation and guerrilla warfare. In the
years 1949-55, however, one finds more frequently memoirs
.wfitten by lgadefs of the labor movement,‘participanté in the
Revolution of 1905 and in the peasant uprisals. The publi-

cation of this_type of memoirs was prompted by the needs of

Communist propaganda..
[y

III. Philosophy and Science. .

During the decade under discussion, relatively few
(about thirty) articles of those published in Twdrczosé were
devoted to philosophy and science. Though varying, the con-
tent of these articles shows a very defihite bias towards
socialist realism and Marxist esthehics,.in fact soge
seventy-five peroent of ghem deal with problems of socialist

realism.
7.

/

rd
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The rema@ning ones discuss a variety of topics, as can .
eégily'be seen from the titles. Thus, Rene Huyghés, the
chiéﬁ custodian of paintings at the Museum Q? Louvre, a well-
known author of treatises on Bergson and impressionism,
treats the absurd in relation to the present day rea}ities in

his article Time of the Absurdzs.

In the second issue for the year 1949, Stefan
Morawski published a lengthy philosophical treatise entitled

Why a Work of Art Should Be Realistic. He gives the reasons

for the appearance of realistic art in some periods and for
the existence of énti-realistic trends in other periods. He
analyses the conditions for the coexistence of the two trends
and their conflicts and, finally, tries to prove that reali<m
is a more ‘humanistic school of art. |

A very interesting/topic is treated by Alfred N.

—

. Whitehead in his paper Mathematics as an Element in the

-History of Thought27, ich analyses the influence of mqﬁhe—

/
matiqs on the various ph%}osophical trends in the cour'se of

‘Buropean history from Pythagoras to Newton.

26 Vol. 9, 1947, p. $5.

27 Vol. 1, 1947, p. 81.
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Roman Ingarden studies the nature of time in his

28

treatise Man and Time“°, while Stefan Szuman's article On

Skillézg, does not seém to provide a clear answer to the queé-'
tion of moral value of the skills. The decision is left with
society, which must ,choose between citizens who possess
ceriain values acquired by honest work and those who arrive
at the possession of these values with little or no effort on
their part. | | ‘

In another philosophical treatiég, entitled In the
Climaté of ‘Nazism-C, Konstanty Grzybowski probes the sources

\

of Nazism, ma

éntaining that this ideology was not conceived
in the heads o{ a few maniacs and lunatics, but was deeply

rooted in German history and science.

1V. Politics and Economics.

According to the ideoloéy of Russiﬁg,Md;xism, a
1i£§rary magazine must eﬁgage in constant political journal-
ism. Following this line of thinking, Twérézoéé fgatured "On
the Horizon" - a special column devoted to proble on econo-

mics and politics. There appeared in this coluy a variaty-

1

28 vol. 2, 1946, p. 49

29 Vol. ;}“1947, p. 67.

30 Vol. 2, 1946, p. 100.

-
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6f'essays, surveys and reviews dealing with socio-economic
problems both on the Ha£iona1 and'internééional scale. Among
the topics discussed one finds: natignal incoﬁe, the effec-
biveneés of investments in socialist economy, the economic
situation of the West, accounting in socialist economy,
economic crisés, economic planning and tﬁe like.

Second in importance is the group of articles dealing
with the economic and political problems of the Soviet Union.
Next come'fhe economy and politics of the U.S.A., the coun-
tries of Western Europe, the Near and Far East,-as well as
reviéws'and reports of all kinds of meetings, congresses and
political conferences.

The items dealing with the Soviet Union and the com-
‘munist ideology mostly include ciassics of Marxism that until
then had not been published_in Polish, suqh as speeches and

letters by Lenin and Stalin. Thus, one finds Lenin's Will

the Bolsheviks Retain Power3l,'Sta1in's Correspondence,
] -
Stalin's Interviews with a Correspondent of "Pravda"32,_etc.
\
31 Vol. 11, 1953, p. 3. ™~

32 Vol\10, 1952, p. 97.

. F
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These articles aim at showing the superiority of Com~-

munist 1deology and contain a criticism of American _imperi-

»*

allsm. Other authors, such as Maslin in his Singer and

Defender of Socialist Homeland33 extol Soviet patriotism and

.the achievements of the October revolution.

Julian Stawinski and Kréysztbf Wolicki are the
authors of most shdrt reports of the economic and political
situation of the United State;. In accordance with Marxist
ideology, they criticize American colonialism and imperialism,
anal}ze the policies of large corporations and monopolies, as
well as tﬁe issues of racism, and warn of the consequences of
nuclear armaments race. As an example one may quote

Krzysztof Wolicki's An- Unsettled Matter3?, Hard FactsBs,

Billions and Mllllons36, The Honeymoon with the Allies37, and

Julian Stawiriski's A Spiritual Draw of WashingtonBs,

39, A Honeymoon in Hell40'

Caesaropdpism of Imperialism

33 vol. 8, 1951, p. 79 e
34 Vol. 12, 1951, p. 94.

35 vol. 3, 1952,%p. 81.

36 Vol. 8, 1952, p. 71.

37 Vol. 9, 1953, p. 67.

38 Vol. 7, 1954, p. 223.

39 Vol. 6, 1953, p. 111.

40 Vol. 11, 19354, p. 149,
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Against the Monopolies of War41, etch

r

Brief reviews and commentaries on politicai events in
Europe and iﬂ the Near'and‘Far East appearedrip pracﬁicélly
every issue of Twdrczoéd, their purpose was to provzﬁe a
political orientation for the readers and to educatg them in
the spirit of socialism. The importance that the editors of
this ‘monthly attached to ideology and politica} problems is
attested by the fact that an entire issue was devoted to the
Peace Congress held in Wroclaw in 1948. This issue carried
poems by Max Jacob, murde:gd by ﬁhe Nazis, poems by Frederico
' Garcia Lorca - .another victim of Fascism, as well as a
variety of political spegches and pambhlets. . In tune with
the spirit of the Congress were especially the short stories
by vercors and Kantorowicz warning -against war and its
conséquencés. |

In ;umming up the non-fiction prose published in
Twérczosé in the years 1945-55, one finds thaﬁ about eighty
percent are taken up by reports and reviews. With regard t§

the content, -these articles were mostly concerned with social

~

41 Vol. 12, 1952, p. 113.
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rand cultural life of Poland and other ceuntries. The editors
tried td inform, to describe the events, eo say at least a

" few words about competiﬁions, festivals, eoncerte and other
cultural evenEs taking place in Poland and abroad.

The remaini?g twenty percent ere‘biographies aiming
at-4nforming the public-about the work of individual artists,
as well ae short philosophical of scientific treatises or
diecussioes of'eerrent.economic and political problems.

The autﬁors-of these, reports from the various cul-

" tural ‘centers were, in their majority, young people, whose

L . v

names one could meet on the pages of the monthly in the

course of recent years. Helena Blumowna, Tadeusz Dobrowolskl,

Mleczyslaw Porebski, Jacek Puget, Helena Wlelow1ejska and
Konrad-wlqkler.- .

i Réports on-current political and economic issues'were
) signeé mpstly by Krzysztof Wolicki, Juiiae Stawinski and ‘
Janusz Goleﬁiowski, all people deeply involved in the polit-

© ical happenings of their country. Articles dealing with
philosophy,fséienCe and literary criticism were often
authored by the well—known Wyka,-Natanson, Ingarden, Sandler,
or Kleiner. For political reasons, most articles of ie}qs:}
mative character concerned themselves with the'Soviet Union

4

P
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e Rvj
SET and the People's Democracies. The same rem&rk'applies, espe-
cially in 1949, to‘piographies.and to itgms,de;ling with eco- ~

[}

nomics and politics.
. .
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” upon 1nter-war and later poetry,

CHAPTER III

P

AN > )
POETRY, DRAMA AND THEATER

This chapter will discﬁss the outstanding poetic and
dramatic productions published in Twérczoéé-ip the decade of
1945-1955. Special attention will be paid to the frequent .
changes in conteﬁt and form of literary works iﬁ connection -
with the shifting political situation of the céuntry. The
)chapter opens with a brief survey of Polish poetry between.

the two world wars and it ends with a sketch of Poland's dra-

matic works in the discussed period.
- l. Poetry.

- A fuller understanding of the changes that took place
in Polish poetry following the upheavals of political life

after the last war calls for aysketchy discussion of Polish
poeiry between'the two wars. Of the various avant-garde
trends in poetry in this period, viz. futurlsm, expresszonlsm{
construct1v1sm. formism, pure form. only Krakow avant-garde of

the twentles can be credlted with the most 1mportant 1nfluence

-
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It was, however, the group of poets associated with

the review Skamander who'enjbyed the greatest popularity.
They managed to reconcile traditional with the new, thus
securing a wide reading public. To the poets of the
Skamandrites belonged J.Tuwim, A. Slonimski, J. Iwaszkiewicz,
L J. Lecho# aed K. Wiercinski surrounded by many followers of
their own and a younger generation of poets.1

‘ The war' years saw the emergence and extremely rapid
maturing of great poetlc talents == young men in their early
twenties. Poets died llterally on the barricades fighting
‘the Nazis. To this "1nfected with death" generation belonged
Krzysztof Baczynskl, Stefan Naplerskl, Tadeusz Gajcy, Andrzej
Trzebinski, Stefan Bojarski and others.2

The first postwar years were . marked by a 1uxur1ant

growth of Polish poetry nurtured by poets who reached maturlty
in between the two wars, or who made their debut just,before
the outrreak of World War Ii. The press'reflected the heated
discussions on "humanlstlc realism™ and a "Pollsh road to

-

socialism" « then carried on between various groups.

1 Panstwowy Instytut Literacki, Rocznik Literacki,\\\
Warsaw, 1955, p. 137.

2 Marian Steplen, W. Kregu Literatury Polski Ludowei,
Wydawnictwo Literackie, Krakdw, 1975, p. 84.

]
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By publishing poetry, Tworczosd tried to reflect the
state and ghe values of the poetry of that time. 1In the |
period of.1945-1949, the editors of the monthly made an
attempt to presené'the broadest possible spectrum of Poland's
" poetry, aimed at representing the poetic production -
in its entirety. This was the reasopn for
publishing side by sidé the works of beginners and ghose of
established Polish classics, as well as translations from
. French, English, Spanish and Russian poets. Thematically
that poetry ranged from citizens' duty through to such funda-
mental questions of man'g\gggstence, of personal matters as
love.

.Bach issue of TWOrczosd published a score of poems bd
different authors, or fragments of more éxtensive cgméosi—
tions. The bias towaii/éértain topics, such as socialism,
the promotion of a néw system, was understandably the result
of the ideoclogical and éolit;cal oriéntation of the journal.

‘Buring the”immediate postwar years Tworczos¢ publish-
ed a lot,éf Wiadysiaw Bfoniewski's poetry: fragments of

F

Bayonet on Rifle , parts of the very nostalgic A Despairing

Tree, as well as new poems dedicated to the memory of his

wife, who perished in Auschwitz. In other poems, he extolled

-
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, _ . . _
the heroism of Polish communists, The Fifty Men3. Still in

others, such as Poniafowski's'Bridge4, he sang glory to the
new social order. -
After many years of silence, Adam Waiyk_published a

volume of poetry entitled A Heart of Granite, from which a

number of poems were reprinted in Twdrczofc. Leopold Staff's

poems The Destruction of Chopin's Monument in Warsaw, A Sally

into the Future and The First Promenade appearind in the

August is;ue of 1946 represent a poetic document of the
experiences of a man shaken by the war and fhe destruction
wrought by it. Julian Tuwim published in this monthly frag-
ments of a large poem written during the war and entitled

Polish Flowers.

4 Also some excerpts from the volume As Long As We Live

by Julian Przyboé were published there. One could read in
Tworczosdé the very populaf poems by Galczynski, for instance

A Song About the Flags, The Earrings of Isolde6 and The

Enchanted Carriage7, as well as his grotesque play The Green

Goose that verged on the absurd in ridiculing bureaucracy,

3 vol. 11, 1946, p. 18. V4
4 vol. 2, 1947, p. 24.
5 Vol.- 5, 1949, p. 15.
6 Vol. 3, 1948, p. 21.
7 Vol. 1, 1947, p. 17.
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¥ D '
excessive zeal, the petty bourgeois spirit and other human
foibles®. Czeslaw Milosz also published in Twdrczoéd some
poems from his volume The Cure, which comprised his entire

poetic work, as well as some translations from Negro poetryg.

‘His Treatise on Morality, published in this monthly, was

widely/d@iscussed in other literary maéazineslo.

A number of poets made their debut on the pages of

. Tworczosd, among them Tadeusz Rézewicz, Marian Jachimowicz,

‘Andrzej Braun, Witold Wirpsza and Roman Bratny. From 1943 to 1950

one can count up to one hundred collections of poetry by
beginning autho;s on the pages of this magazine. From those
mentioned above, the poetry of Tadeusz Rozewicz drew the
attention of many. His work was thé%, as it is now,
characterized by a particulaf tragic tone, a sensitivity to
conflictsland contradictions, és well as a need for moral Fnd
philosoﬁhical tendencies. .

| The poetry of Witold Wirpsza attests to broad intellectual
interests, a passion for bolitics and a lively temperament.

His verses differ from each other thematically and. with

8 Vol. 7, 1947, p. 16.
9' vol. 9, 1948, p. 22.
10 Vol. 5, 1946, p- 12.

N
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regard to form, ranging from lyrics and moral dictums to
attempts at philosophical treatises. Wirpszu is one oflthe
'poetseof the postwar generation whose deep pelitidal involve-
ment does not preclude an independence of thought and an

' original approach to his material. |

The same may be said about the poetry of Borys
Srucki, although he presents a EOmpletély different type of
imagination. Borys Stucki's best productions reflect the
expefiences of his youth; these are often very pereonal lyr-
ies and landscape descriptions. ‘

) The poetry of Jerzy Ficowskl . is characterized by a
unique passion for exoticism and folklore. He is also a
coﬁnoiséeur_of the language, history and mores of Polish

. Gypsies. Ficowski hag tuanslated Gypsy verses and given
examples of folkloric stylizations in his work.

In the course of time, the poets'’ independence was
graduali}-curtailed. The Party decreed that a writer's
morality . implied a clearcut political alignment not
only in life but also in literature. It demanded an unques-
tionable declaration 15 fauor of progress in Poland or
against it, for or against the Great Reform . And 'progfess'
was formulated by the communist party. Already overt ideolo—

(3

gical control of art was promulgated.
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A total party interference with the—life of art began
during the Szczecin congress in January 1949, when "social
realism" was proclaimed to be the only valid literary dogma.
Poets were urged to moblllge pPoetry in support of the new,
order and "socialist construction”. The refusal to obey
these directiveslwould result in nonacceptance of the manu-
'script by the editors, which was an effective silencing of
the authorll. ,

Since{this memorable meeting in Szczecin, one can
trace a considerable change in the contents and tone of
.derczoéé. Tuwim, Sonimski and Przybos were replaced by
translations from Soviet and Chinese poetry, as well as by
the poetry of Pablo Neruda and the‘political and civic rhet-
‘oric of Broniewski. The place of intimate lyrics aqﬁ chamber
poetry, of poetry searchiag for new linguistic solutions was
taken by the productions of the "youth group"lz, extolllng
the activities of the faetory and the collectlve farm and

featuring quotations from Mayakovsky or Stalin. Jaworski,

Holda, Mandalin, Pollak, Woroszylski and others contriﬁttgd

11 w. Woroszylskl, "W walce o literature Polski
Ludowej", Twdrczoéé, Vol. 5, 1951, p. 161.

12 Mostly members of the ZMP (The Association of Polish
Youth) controlled by the Party. <
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verses whose titles are self explanatory: On my Daughter's

joining the ZMP;3, Stasia Szczerlifiska Reconstructing

Berlin14, A Report from Piotrkdﬁls, etc.

The situation changed slowly as a rgsult of political
‘events that took place in Poland toward the end of 1954 and
the beginning of 1955. Stalin's death was followed by tempo-
rary changes in the Soviet Upjon, one of them being the
relaxation of the despotic ¢
led er to the "satellite
sipgo:ubjected to doubt the
lance in the art sector. Twérczogglbﬁgan to offer a wider

-

sorship. The "thaw" soon spil-

untries”. The ensuing discus-

Nidity of planning and surveil-

selection of poetry to its readers.

Adam Wazyk's Poem for Adultsls, attracted the atten-—

tion of a wide circle of readers at that time. The poem
touched upon a number. of thorny problems of social life,
which were becoming also the targef of journalists. The Poem
for Adults reflectedhthe rebellion of the man brought to
socialism mainly by rational premises who then discovered

contradictions in -the surrounding reality that were offending

13 Vol. 1, 1953, p. 6.
14 Vol. 12, 1951, p. 33.
15 vol. 1, 1953, p. 10.

16, Vol. 6, 1955, p. 12.
4 e’
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his common Sense. This rebellion was also directed aéainst
the atrophy of critical thought and the growth of dogmatism.
S turated with polgmlcal passion, the poem in a sense took
aghast the readérs of the author's p;evious works, which
advocated the struggle for "socialist realism".

An examination of the poetry ﬁrinted in Tworczoédé in
the decade of 1945-1955S reveals two divergent stages. The
periodidf 1945-1949 more or less continued the tradition of
the prewar poetry and thé years of occupation. Due to an
absence of strictly controlled culturﬁl pelicy, the poets en&oyed :
relative freedom and also the editors of periodicals felt freer

in their choices. As a result, the poetry published in
Tworczoéé. during this period was rich in éalents, themes and
form. The monthly endeavored to reflect the poetlc rroduc-
tion of the day as broadly and truthfully as possible. One
could find on 1ts pages the poetry of the classics of Polish
literature, translatibns from Italian, French, Spanish and
ﬁuséian poetry, works by beginning poets; as well as those by
' recognized masters. )

The issues.o 1945-1946 are characterlzed by a domi—

~nance of war themes./ Soon, though, as war-cllmate sub51ded
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and pa;ty'interferen;e witﬁ culture iné}eased, new names and
‘new topics began to appear in Twdrczodd. - As a consequence of
‘contrél during 1949-1954, n%géty percent of the verses publi-
shed in Twdrczosé were thematically related to "socialist ’
construction". The remaining ten pgrcent.wére taken up b}
translations from Soviet—Russ;an and Chine§e poetry and a few
Pdlish and Russian classics. _The situation began to improve
toward the end of 1954, as Twdrczosd. published more valid
criticisp, discﬁssions.and poetry, haviﬁg a wider raﬁge of

selections. ) N

11. DRAMA.

Nor diqd Twdrczost neglect the genre which-encbhntered
the greatest difficulties on its way to the printing press -
namely Polish drama. l

After wérid'War 11, Leon Kruczkoﬁski was the only publish-
able dramatist in Poland. "He had a few more or less out-
' standing continuators, like Jerzy Broszkiewicz, Tadeus HoZIuj and
Bogdan Drozdowski. In the Aecade of 1945-1955 Tworczodd pub-
lishedlin full the dramas Stanislaw and Bogumil by Maria

e
17. The Fete of Winkelrid 18 by J. Andrzejewski and

\

Dabrowska

17 Vol. 5, 1945, p. 5.
18 vol. 7, f946, p. 11.

"
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by S. Flukowski,_ﬂ

Zagorski, A Moment of Royal Weakness
20

19

House at the outskirts of Auschwitz by Tadeusz Holuj,

‘ Revenge21 by Leon Kruczk/;skl, reflectlng the confllct of the
.postwar period, betw&en the creators of a new social order
and the supporters of the old ocne. _Also published in

Twérczodd was a play Two Theaters>? in which Jerzy Szaniawski

discusses inefficiencies of social realities. Homer and the

Orchidz, by Tadeusz Gajcy, expresses the tragedy of the
author's "injected with death.generation", as well as frag-
ments of dramas by W. Badnicki, A. Maliszewski, J. Feldmanowa, .

K. Grzybowska, A. Sw1rczynska and others. As far as foreign

dramatic literature is concerned, Tworczosc published
excerpts from Electra by Giroux, a drama which under the

guise of motlves of antiquity discussed what were burning

polltlcal issues on the eve of the war, and Ruz Blas24 by

25

Victor Hugo, ‘The Mill and Fuente Ovejuna%_ by Lope de Vega

-~

and J. Popov's The Fami1x27 i its enﬁirety (four acts).
N
%

19 Vol. 10, 1946, p. 23;-. . -

20 Vol. 1, 1947, p. 21.

21 Vol. 4, 1946, p.’ 19.

22 Vol. 12, 1946, p. 25.

23 Vol. 4, 1947, p.- 33.

24 vol. 8, 1953, p. 156. -

25 Vol. 5, 1953, p. 115.

26 vol. 3, 1948, p. 89. 4 -
27 vol. 2, 1950, p. 19. )
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The literature of the war period, in particular the
. / .
drama, displayed features of grotesque. 0f the works pub-

lished in Twdrczo$d, The Fete of Winkeirid by J. Andrzejewski

g
-

and Zagdrski anq OrEheus28 byuA}'§§1rsqczstﬁa, may be represen-
' tative of that style. Both dféﬁaé avoid contémpbrarfvfopics
resorting to hlstorical and mythologlcal sources. Neverthe-
lesg, the dramas in gquestion cannot be called historical,
because they do not fecreat; thg past. The topic is utilized
as a bacgground ané a pretext. The authors focus on problems
that are beyond %ime: death, sacrifice and suffering. The

tesque form in The Fete of Winkelrid is manifest in the

ical treatment of characters and situations caught
between the slogans and their 1mplementation,'as well as in
exposing the mechanisms of hero creation.. The action devel—
ops, as it were, along a doub%g path: we are faced with a

succession of events and a comment on them. The Fete of

Winkelrid and Orpheus concentrate on the behavior of the
~ heroces and the people's attitude toward various sfﬁtems of
values.

Among the plajs of thosp'years, special place is

occupied by The Year of 194429 which Jozef Kus'mierelé od

28 Vol. 1, 1946, p. 84.
29 vol. 8, 15854, p. 15.
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his dramatic.career. Kusmierek shows they,fixzst days of the
regime of Poeple's Poland, the diffic‘lties,.the mistakes and

conflicts of that'period. The selection of the topic and a

"manner of préjection made this drama a literary event.of the

day. Ballads and R0manc:es30

by Aleksander Mali:fewski,'is a

* [ .
drama of a different type. Written for Mickiewjcz's anniver-

sary »(1955), it recounts the years spent by Mickiewicz at .

L

Tuchanowicze and Wilno. The first act comprises the youth of
. R

Mickiewicz, his romance at Tuchanowicze, his meeting with

" Count Putkamer; Then comes Wilno, the friends of his youth,

the Philomats, And then the arrests. The

L)

drama is a poetic blography of Mlcklewlcz, show1ng him the

~

I“

In the fifties the Polish drama met the fate of the
! « . < :
prose.and poetry: its devilopment came to a near-halt. The
conflict between "socialism" and "capitalism" in its uarious
manifestations waé‘the only theme permitted on the stage.
There- appeared a number of productlon plays about confllcts

ln enterprlses, offlces and party organlaatlons, such as

Wladyslaw Bodnickl‘g Comed1an31} Flukowski's An Evening at

. . . . 32 y ’ -’_ ’ ‘ *
Michajlowskoje™ ", Gruszczynski's The Train to Marseille33.
: ' s _ o~
. : "'} ) N ‘.J ' i h
. 30°Vol. 1, 1955, p. 68. - : ~
) 31 vol. 8, 1954, p. 41. ,
32 Vol. 5, 1954, 'p:. 37. @

33 vol. 9, 1951, p. 45. | . :

-
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Kolankowski's The Meteor and the Star34

The prevailing themes of the plays published in

or Piorkowski's Our

?mwérczoéé before 1949 dealt with - 1life in the concen-
tration camps and conflicts between, the promoters apg (//

‘opponents of the new regime. From 1949

to 1954 thg monthly publishes almost excludively plays deal-
{;g with the conflict between socialism and capitalism and
what might be called "production plays". 'Foreign'plawaiting
was represented mainly by Soviet playwrights, fictor Hugo,
Lope de Vega and Michei Giroux. '

%  111. Theater.

In the years between the two World Wars, it was
éxtremely difficult fo get a play‘pubiished. The phbliéhérs
' .maintained that nobody was reading plays andc consequently,
nobody was buying them. This situation was reversed in post-
war Poland. Because of cengorship, Qtaging ; play, father

than publishing it, met with the greatest obstacles. This--

rg

)

34 Vol. 12, 1953, p. 68.
35 VOl. 5’ 1951' p- 72. - .
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point is illustrated very well by the fate,of.Kordianrand
Dziadi. Published in large numbers of copies and usedmas
school texts, these plays had not been staged until 1955. A
play could hit the stage only as a result of a number of com-
promises and rewritings. Nevértheless, theater life in post-
war Poland was marked bg\dynamism. Some twenty theaters were
active £hroughout the éountry in the first months following
the liberation. As early as 1946, forty theaters were open.
By 1949 their number grew to fifty-three. In the course of

1949 more than five million spectators attended these the-

aters.

By 1954 there already were seventy-six tﬁeaters,

5 _
number of spectators increased to 9,300,000. At =~
writing, Polish theaters have an annual

to twelve million spectators36.

plays, as well as says and discussions of theéter perfor-

mances. Among correspondents from different centers of thax
atrical activity we find the names of Natanson, Wiéloqiejska,

t
v

36 Janusz Jasienczyk, "Theater”, in Kultura, October

_——1981(\3:iis,1nstytut Literacki. ,
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Wyka, Kwiatkowski, Peiper, Kydryﬁski, Zulawski and others,
who discéussed the role of theater,in contemporary culture,
the trends in modern play writing, the probléﬁs of the lan-
guage of art, of staging and girecting.‘ |

All these articles and essays permit us to visualize
LS

the Pdlish stége of those days. It was in Krakéw  immedi-
ately after the-.liberation that the authors of new Polish
plays formulated their first program. £5dz became the cen- -
ter of the future “"Poetic Stage". . The first plays to be

staged were The Revenge and The Grouse at the1510wacki

Theater and The Perfect Husband in the magnificent staging \3

by Andrzej Pronaszko. In June 1945, the Ministry of Art and
Cultufe orgaﬁized,its Theater Sector. The subsequent ’
repertory of Polish theaters becdme the immediate reason for
limiting the scope o? modern drama. Shakespeare's plays
unquestionably conquered the first place on the Polish stage
followed by Brecht, Broszkiewicz and ﬁyspiaﬁski. fhus,
world and” Polish classics pushed the modern native déama to

the backstage.

The next period in the development of Polish igfifiﬁ/ﬂm_
- Q :

was dominated by Poland's most prominent director, Schiller,

and his school. There followed . .
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[y

an attempt to reorganize the theater, the intervention of
Kazimierz Dejmek and Krystyna Skuszanka, the upheaval of 1955
and the studént thegters37. o .
During the decades -under study, Twoérczos¢ devoted a
series of articles to problems of theater management. In
\E’_—;Bite of the fact that there were twice as many theaters as
. before the war, the situation had deteriorated considerably
wi?h regard to actors, physical and technical fécili-
tieﬁ; All sectors were plagued by inadequacies, from elec-
triéal'equipment (only Wroc¥aw had reflectors meeting Euro-
peanlstandards) to the guality and selection of wardrobes.
There was a *lack of competent stage decorators: in 1948, fifty
theaters could count on—tﬁe services of only teaydecorators.
Nor was the situation any better with regard to actors. Many
theaters could not have an adequate repertoire due to the
shortage” of good actors38. In 1946-67, moreover, a policy
of centralization became respohsible for the transfer to

Warsaw of the best directors and actors, the result being an

gbrupt drop the provincial theaters' standar&s.

37 Olga ﬁeromska, "Theater", in Kultura, Paris,
Instytut Literacki, October 1952, p. 128-

38 Maria Maciejewska, Czasopisma teatralne
dziesigciolecia 1944-1953; Wroclaw, 1956, P. 56.

N
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PFoblems of this nature were not always dealt with by
correspondents specializing in theater arts. Some
articles published in Twdrczosd suffer from éﬁateurishness.
There was also.a lack of systematic coverage of foreign the-
aters. Still, thg frequent reéorts and discussions of thea%;
rical activities in foland and the regular coverage of per—-
‘formances in the provinces are proof of the great importance
that the editors of Twdrczosc attached to theater in the
period under discussion.

Poetry, dramaturgy and theater occupy, in terms of volume,
the second place after prose in'Twérczoéé. Every issue con-
tains some poetry, and fragments of plays and theater repor-
ting are almost as frequent. Before 1249, the poetry and the
plays published in this journal were rather rich thematically
reflectiné the various fgcets of Pcland’'s life.a'In the
period of 1950-1954, however, the question of "social

) ) &
realism”" prevailed.

.L

In the course of the 1945-5% decadé’no noticeable
changes occurred in the journal's treatment of theater. Even

in the Stalinist period the monthly continued to publish ~

s i e s e ——— e S
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polemical feuilletons, reporté and reviews of plays, thus
making a signiéicant.contribution to the populari;ation of
theater in Poland. Understandably, the polemics concerned
peripheral problems, leaving on the side the egsential ques-
tions of artistic creation. The eﬁergence'of new poetry and
theater, as well as the prbse (which will be discussed.in the
lfollowing chapter) 'in 1954 or 1955, after a few vears of

stagnation , - helped Twérczoié regain the status of a

serious literary magazine.
~

o



CHAPTER 1V

’

POLISH PROSE, LITERARY CRITICISM, AND REVIEWS.

Tﬁe_present chaptef;tontains an analysis of the prose,
literary criticism, and reﬁiews‘published in Tworczosé in the
1945-55 éecade with particular focus on the thematical aspect,
the authorship, the nature of the contributions and the
patterns of selection. The seleftion has been limited to
Eygiéal works, those of'éonsiderable volume or high frequency
of‘éppearance. The ipclusion of some works was warranted by
the prominence of theix creators.

1. Prose
~ v

Prose makes up the core of Twdrczosc. True to its
desire to play the role.of a 1arge4géa1e forum for Polish
prose, the magazine publisheé works written by the clder gene-

ration of authors, as well:as those belonging to some youthful

representatives of the writers' guild. Supplementing the

shortage of books in the country, the m ly‘‘magazines
strived in the first years of their existence to be a true
reflection of contemporary prose and o¥“the new attitudes that
found their way into the woiks of fiction.

The development of Polish prose after 1944 was dé£er—
mined by the tragic war and the resulting political, economic

and 'social changes. The introduction of a political and
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economic system modeled after that of Russia and Moscow's

intervention and tutelage were bound to become a major factor
4

se Polish literature. Another eéﬁally important
factor was the moral shock caused by the war experiences, the
concentration camps and the guerilla warfare. The combined
literary and underground activities reqqiring total involve-
ment and dedication opened new horizons to the young. For
these reasons, the postwar literary life in Poland was domi-
nated by young people working as editors, publicists, or
critics. Comparing their wartime experiences with the
twenty-year period spanning the two wars, they reproached

the literature produced prior to 1939 for lack of social sen-
sitivity, its avoidance of life's real Problems, and‘its
false portrayal of people. Thus, the first postwar years
witnessed a debate concerning the new roads of literaturel.
.Literature was required to give a true semblance of the world
and of people. Literafure was supposed to speak théﬁtruth,
placing truth above béghty. Stendhal became the preferred
classic, while Conrad's moral ideals - remaining true to on
self, perseverance in fulfilling one's obligations, solidar-

ity with one's companions of fate - were expected to be the

guidelines for the young generation.

1 Twdrczoéd, Vol. 2, 1946, p. 15.
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/
A considerable number of short stories and fragments

of novels appearing in Twdrczoséd in Ehg years 1945-47 were

w;itten during the war. One of thg most impoftant group of
prose writings inciuded fragments and short stories connected
with the settling of accounts among the intelligentsia. One

must mention here above all Lake Boden by Stanistaw Dygatz,

The Wooden Horse by Kazimietz\grand¥§3, The Sedan by Pawel

Hertz4, and The Conspiratoré bQ\Sféfaq Kisielewskis. The pro-

tagonist of these stbries is usually a representative of the
Polish ;ptelligentsia who, finding himself in a totally dif-
ferent political and social context, realizes the uhavoidab;e
necessity of breaking with his past tradition. As a
rule, he does it with great difficulty and nostalgia for
bygone days. | v

The publ%catibn of numerous fragments of political
novels in Tworczosd éttests to the flourishing of this type
of prose during the period under discussion. Such novels as

Breza's Heaven and Earth and The Walls of Jericho6 and

Nalkowska's Bonds of Life dealt with the inter-war years,

Vol. 3, 1945, p. 31.
VYpl. 2, 1947, p. 24.
Vol. 5, 1947, p. 17.
Vol. 2, 1945, p. 27. ’
Vol. 6, 1946, p. 66.
Vol. 1, 1949, 0. 45.

LA
~] h N B W N

/



-

POLISH, PROSE, LITERARY CRITICISM, AND REVIEWS 63

1
with emphasis on its negatlve aspects. : ' K

The!Walls of Jerlcho was the reclplent of the flrst literary

awa&Q\Ef odrodzenle in 1946. The novel is politically
topical; its characters being drawn from the high 6fficialdom
of prewar Poiandh Breza's novel deals with people in thé
highest e;helons of political life. The author lays the main
stress on psychological aspects and uses a multidimentional
type of characterization.

The-exper%ences of the Nazi holocaust imposed a
complex tragedy on Polish literature. Tworczosd respon-
ded to this situation by publishing excerpts from the novels
of Andrzejews;}, Brandys, Rudniéki, Szmaglewska,
Gojawiczynska,Natkowska and others, which’ dealt with the
wholesale murders, and the horreors of the'concentration
camps. ‘ An appalling document of

camp experiences is found in Seweryna Szmaglewska's novel

Smoke above Birkenaua. Reminding one of newspaper reporting,
this novel was conceived as a tribute to the fellow inmates
who perished therein and as a piece of evidence for the

Nuremberg trial. The author states: "It is my intention to
' L

‘8 Vol. 5, 1947, p. 71.
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describe only what I directly observed or experienced. What~
ever I eay, I aﬁ able to prove before any tribunalw?.
Szﬁaglewska's prose is characterized by supreme discretion.
The author aéoids being conspicuous. Speaking about her
experiences-and”eufferiﬁg, she does it as if she were speak-
ing for others. In hef narrator role, she is but one of many
prisoners. She views Auschwitz as an instrument of mass
murder. She observes her fellow inmates and they are con-
stant1§ on her mind. She always keeps her lucidity. BHer
book is a true document of moral fortitude of man.

Natkoweka's Hedallionelo is a collection

of” five short narratives prefaced by the

bloodcurdling motto: "This fate was inflicted on man by his .
fellow man®™. ‘With restrain, 51mplicity, and extreme brev1ty, she
recreates. from shreds of evidence the testimonies of murderers and
victims the horror of the most sophisticated cruelty The author
limits herself to her own experiences and the firsthand reports of
witnesses who, owing\to their simplemindedness, often failed

to realize the horri ying nature ‘of the events. "The Germans
have murdered some p ople?' - retorted Dwojra Zielona - 'theyl

wanted to have some New Year's fun.';; The suffering of

9 Vol. 5, 1947, p. 71.
10 VO].. 1, 1955' p- 32- s A
11 vol. 1, 1955, p. 47.
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I

individuals depicted in ﬁa!kowska‘s prose become a symbol of

the suffering of .univefsal dimensions.

A similar perception and technique 1is found in

Tadeusz Borowski 8 s:ories of camp life.- In the cycle,

12
Fargwell.to Maria™™, he showed horrifying sceneBd, whose effect was

intensified by his restrained narrative manner and the
absence of direct cémmentaries. All Borowski does is to show
the human being, his gestures ?nd r;;ctions.' His stories
1reveal witﬁjutter frankness the art of survival in a concen-
tration camp. Survival at any price, fight . for life and
naked égoism on ohe hand, and on the other hand a moral eval-
uation of the prisaner who strives for.preseEving his human
-face = such is the usual meaning of Borowski's scenes.
’ The fate of Polish Jews is>§he Fheme of many
writers. J. Andrzejewskl dedicated to it a story in his
volume The NightlB. The trageay of the Jewish populaéion _v////
recéived the most complete treatment in the novels of Adolf

Rudnicki, who in the period in question was represented in

1

12 vol. 4, 1946, p. 19.
13 vol. 9, 1946, p. 79.
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Tworczo§é by fragments from his volumes Shakespéare;4°and The

Flight from Yasnava Polyanals.

Thq unusual character of life under ﬁazi occupation
gave rise to a rich literature that drew upon thégzirﬁéiences

of war years represented in‘Twéiczo;J by short stories and

fragments of novels.

The battles fought in September 1939 are depicted in

. Wojciech Zukrowski's Lotnals, Jan Dobraczynski's The
Intrudersl7, Stefan Kisielewski's The éonspiracyla, the

19

stories by JJzeﬁ Hen™  and a’3§n Brzoza's The Landzo. The

following authors wrote about the Warsaw uprising: Romap
«Bratny, Hanna Malewska, Jarochowska, iwirska, and Zalewski. The

-
German occupation was dealt with by Jarosiaw Iwaszkiewiczgin

The 0ld. Brick Factory21, Jerzy Andrzejewski in The Cuckoozz,

";..; .

-

14 Vol. 2, 1947, p. 62.
15 Vol. 5, 1947, p. 48.

16 vol. 2, 1945_', P. 61. i

17 Vol. 7, 1946, p. 14. |

18 Vol. 2, 1945, p. 92 . .
" 19 Vol. 4, 1949, p. 19.

20 Vol. 2, 1948, p. 71.

21 Vol. 11, 1949, p. 25.

22 Vol. 9, 19B6, p. 62.



t

-

s

~ .

\QOLISH PROSE, LITERARY CRITICISM,.AND REVIEWS .73

' Stefap O&unowskl in Inhuman Times ; Jadw:.ga Koz!owska in

25

The 014 Szadchen24, Bohdan Czeszko in The Generation R

Edmund Wiercirski j

A War beyond the Front

An Acacia Braﬂch

27

Aleksander Janta in Eavesdroppin 29

Exiles30

Machejek's Experlences of a Soldier

Mask532

’ Arnoid Szyfmaq in

28

,hAndr}EiBobkowskifin;Gris Moisi“®,

. and Tadeﬁ;z'noluj in

o

.The guerrillé warfaré was described in Wtadysiaw

Wrdblewski's Game

31, witold quewski'é

, Aleksander Sc1bor-R§E§k1 ‘s The Shadbw
34 - '

33

. and Andrzej

i

The 11fe of POllSh so%élers at the frOnts of North

Afrlca, the Middle East, Wéstern and Rorthern Europe is found

4,
3,
6,

.1,

4,

v 12,
1y
. 2'

1,
S5,
1,

5,

-1947" p-

1954, .p-.

1946, p. 84.
1947,.p. 18.
1950, p. 22.
42.
51.

40.
28.

1946, p-
1947, p.
1947, p:
1946, p.’
1954, p. 82.
1946, p. 48
74.

1947, p.

43.

”,
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in Pruszynski's The Moon.Was Rising above

35; in the stories of Meissner, Fiedler, and others.

'Gambut
| The above items do not exhaust the bulk of prose

' works published in Twérczﬁéé. The thematic spectrum of

fiction appearing-therein is ﬁuch broader. There are frag—

ments of hlstorlcal novels by Ant;nl Gorubiew, Karol Bunsch, and
Teodor Parnicki. There are short storles about Warsaw by Kazimier:

Brandys, like The Unvanqulshed Clty36 and.Cltlzens37. There

are fragments of mythological novels by Jan Parandowski, as.

well as excerpts from Maria Dabrowska's novel The Pecple from

Down There38. o . . . ..

3
-

The rural theme deserves spe01a1 mention, particu-
larly the excerpts from Leon Buczkowsk1 S novel Rav1nes39

Joze¥ Morton s The Included Dowry4o, as well as JSzef Pogan's

The‘Fallows4}. Despite their subject matter, these stories

were ngtlmeant for the ordinary reader: their style
+ 35 Vol. 8, 1946, p. 23.
# 36,Vol. 1, 1949, p. 47.
37 vol. 2, 1953, p. 17.
\ = 38 Vol. 3, 1943, p. 69. o :
.39 Vol. 4, 1949, p. s52. N
7740 Vol. 12, 1948, p. 2.
41 vol. 2, 1949, p. §0.
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and specific approach. to the material indicaﬁe'that they
were intended for a reader with some literary refinement.
The resolutiog# of the Writers' Congréss held in
Szczecin in January 1949 urged Polish.writeré to exploit
material related to the reconstruction of the country,
the'industriql production, the class struggle and the like.
As a resulﬁ, there appeared the sofcalledl"produetion
novel", Its creators were, as a fule, young, often without
talent, but politically involved writers. Thus, Igor

Newerly's The Cellulose Souvenir??

dealt with the history
of strikes and class struggle in the period between the

two wars. The topic of reconstruction was treated by

43

Bohdan Hamera in Disregard fdr-Experience and Tadeusz

Konwicki in At the Construction Site.44 Work at the sugar

mill is dealt with in Mirostaw RKowalewski's novel \\

Campaigning Means Fighting45,

5

P

f . ' [+ -
42 Vol. 10, 1951, p. 18-and Vol. 11,.1951, p. 32.
43 Vol. 2, 1953, p. 29. . : .
44 Vol. 1, 1954, p. 34,
45 Vol. 4, 1954, p. 16.

»
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while Jan Wilczek's No. 16 Is Producing46 focuses on the

production. process in a candy factory. The ship building was

described by Andrzef Braun in Lewantx47, and Kazimierz Blahij

in The Birth of People48. Kazimierz KoZniewski writes about
49

an automobile plant in his Stories . about Zeran

Another group of writings was devoted to the contem-
porary village. Twdrczosé reproduced fragments from Julian

Holuj's novel The Vanguardso, Zofia Bystrzycka's Aster551,

Maria Jarochqwska's The Pcor Man's Lovesz, Waldemar .

Babinicz's Municipal ElectionsSB, Maciej Gryfin's The Crop
54 - X

- Master” . All these novels applied uniform structure and

.~

‘ easy to grasp ideology and intent.

The plot usually begins at the time of

46 Vol. 6, 1954, p. 31..

47 vol. 4, 1953, p. 24. ' :
- .48 vol. 5, 1953, p. 28. . , e

49 Vol, 4, 1953, p. 42.

50 vol® -4, 1951, p. 20.

51 vol. 3, 1953, p. 35.

52 vol. 8, 1954, p. 41.

53 vol. 12, 1954, p. 29. ’ e
54 Vol. '8, 1954, p- 33.
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a production crisis, which has to be overcomezfither by .

_appbinting‘a new managemént or by introducing improvements
and inventions. AQ the plot progresses, sh&ftages of mate-
rial and technical difficulties appear, éiving rise to a
class struggle and occasional sabotage. Othér motifs may
- include enemy propaganda, blackmail or atfempts on the life
of party leaders. ﬁoth positivé aﬁd neqéziﬁe heroes appear, ¢
the latter being an agént of { forei%g intelligence service.
There are aiso intermediate characters shifting between the
two camps, but flnally undergoing a posxtlve evolutlon._ he
plot culminates in the gatherlng of the entlre factory
personnel, on whith occasion long speeches and pledges are
made,'whilé%thé management indulges in self-criticism. The
novel has a hapgy endlng ~ the™® enemy is unmasked and: punlshed
the v1rtue rewarded and the production plan fulfllled.

It goes without saying that this pattern for prose

and the party control of literature did not favor a true creatlve

process, As a result, the prose crop of thﬁ_ﬂfﬁthly is

artistically worthless. After 1948, war and
occupatlon themes are in the background. If they do crop up N
S o

.in a few riovels, the approach is different. Instead of con-

centrating on the experiences of the soldiers, they contain
1 ’ N r
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an accusation of the Polish state and its army for fhe Sep-

tember disaster.. One could quote as an example of this

Putrament's Septe

Debacle

5

6

e

mbér55 and ﬁugéagki”s'The'Dﬁys of the

0 ) - ’ 4
Besides excerpts from production novels Tworczosc

published in the said period
&

biographical novels

count in this group A Poem to the Polish Language57

Meeting with Salome58 by Jastruf, the fragments from the

* striving

many

. to show the

historical and

"progressive" traditions of the Poi?égf;;lfure. One could

diaries of Leon Przemski concerning Edward Dembowsk;i.s_9

4

and The

-

some

A

excerpts from the diary of Niemcewiczﬁo, as well as Petrarca

.

by Jah Rarandows

61
K2

.Nor is Tworczogd forgetful of debuts in the period

.3 ..discussed.
[ AR

7 s

Of those published, the longest are the.excerpts

v

56
57
s8
59
60

61

Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.

"1, 1955, p.

7, 1953, p.
6, 1954, p.
6, 1951, p.
7, 1953, p.
9, 1951, p.

18,
24.
41.
39.

20,
44

12, 1953, p. 16: ¢

-
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.
from the novels of Zofiarwoinicka, WIOdzimigrz odojewski,
Stanistaw Lem; and Marek Hlasko.

A large group is maée up by excerpts from the works
of the clafsics of Polish literature. 1In the\period from
1949 to 1955, Twdrczosé printed seventeen fragmlents of the
novels of Orzeszkowa, éienkiewica, Reymont, and éeromski.

fhe year 1953 marked a'graduai change in the prose
published in this mgnthly, a phenomenbh accounted for by some
political events, yizf the death of Stalim and the criticism
leveled-at the cult of personality.' Stories dealing with the
war period and‘the Wagfaw-uprisal begiﬁ’to reapéear, whrle
the "production novel® is dwindling away._ Under the chief
editorship of Jaros¥aw Qﬁaszkieﬁlcz since 19557 Twdrczosc

publlshes Jap Stryjkowski s novel Vofces in the Darlqness62 Ca

large psychological novel deallng with the prewar Jew1sh '
community in a small town on Poland s eastern border. The

»Channe163

by Jerzy Stawrﬁskl, whlch is a novel on the Warsaw
uprisingand the Home Army, as well as.Kazlmierz.Brandys'
Kxg

‘ stories from the cycle Memoirs of the Present Time exhibi

a critical attitude toward the society of the ‘day. Further

1mprovement of the situation ang the resulting eliminatlon of

62 Vol. .8, 1955, p. 23"”ﬂ—\§\

€3 Vol. 4, 1955, p. 17. .. :
,. : ‘ , " .. . .
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monotony3in the thematic make-up of the prose published in

' rworczoéé may be observed after the eigth plenum of the

Central Commitfge of the Union of Polish Wrifers' held in

1956. .

II. Literary Criticism.
4
4 . - ’ - f.\r L4 .
The: preface to the first 1s$ue of Tworczosc contained
the commitment to give serious attention to literary criti-

cism. The monthly took upon itself the task oF pracgticing

responsible criticism and of training a new generation of

~ -

critics. Twdrczosc lived up to this, commltment by offerlng
its pages to a number of well-known. contrlbutors- W. Borowy,

J. Kleiner, Dybowskl, Zawodzlnskl, R. Ingarden, K. Wyka,

J. Kott, Kubacki, S. Zolklewskl, P. Hertz, and others. The

thematic range of their contributions was broad, including

~

classical writers, foreign literatures, as well as essays on
contemporary Polish iiterature.r '
However, items dealing with the newest Polish liter-
ature or the - literature betweén the two wars are
relatively rare.; The bulk of the articles and sthex“;mté-

ials are qswoted to Polish wrlters from the ‘earliest t1me5 to

the decline of modernlsm, with a slant toward rom§a§§c15m and
\ v

:authors such as Kochanowskl, Krasickl, Mlcklew1cz, Slowackl,

.

. Slenklew1cz, and Zeromski. A 51gn1f1cant!number of

— . i . . | .I . - | i ‘.:(,3

-

—
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contributions by well-known specialists are devoted, in par-

ticular, to Mickiewicz and Siowacki. A special issue64

deals
with Mickiewicz-enclusively and contains critical analyses by

Kleiner, Kubacki, Okolow, and Wyka. Articles}related to a .
' range of problems connected with the poetry of Mickiewicz
esoecially fifllthe fssues of 1955 that had been oroclained
the Mickiewicz year. |

A considerable number of artiéles in Twdrczo$c are

devoted to the _ problems of literary history e%d
the theory of;literatnre mostly N
.revealing a decisive Marxist slant fessays by K. Budzyk,-
H. : kiewicz, Zmigrodzka, and ZOIkiewski, as well as -
numerous reviews of Polish and foreign treatises on literary
theory and Marxist methodology) . Consequently

frequent arguments concerning _ < .-,

the na

e of realism and, in particular, of roman-
tic re lisnv(wyka, Budzyk ‘and zﬁigrodzkai.

czosé displayed an equally keen interest in
foreign literatures. In their contributions MiZosz, Dyboski,_
Morawski, and Bienkowski discussed American poetry and prose,

as well as 1iterary dqvelopments in England and Franca.

.........

. 64 Vol. 4, 1945.
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%

A large grdup of articles discussed the problem of -
the: language of literﬁture. In tﬁZS category one finds, .
among Sthers,,contributions by Wojciech Gd}ng;lxonrad Gorski,
Kubacki, and Anna ﬁgérzbickaﬁjf |

The newest Polish litégature is rather poorly
represented by a few essays of Jan Kott on socialiét realism,
Wyka's sketches summing up the literary achievements of
the last three decades, and the articles by Kubacki, Hertz,
and Bak. ‘ o

A number of reasons account for the quartitatively
unimpressive achievements of Polish literary criticism in

the discussed peribd. One ought to point to the crisis

precipitated by a sudden revision of the ideological and

- methodological attitudes reéognizing’supremacy lf extra-.

literafy criteria and the Marxist methodology in literary
research. 1In spite of this, the articles of some ciitics,

for example, Kazimierz wjka{ show gbjectivity of judgement

and attain high standards. His collected essays The Frontiers

of the Novalss'analyse the development ané achievements of -

v

Polish prose in the years 1945-48.

- ° .. ’.)

65 Vol. 2, 1946, p. 54
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.

In another essay The Bouguet of an Eptire Epochss,

Wyka discusses Tuwim's Polish Flowers, inclﬁding a statement

of the characteristié featgres of the digressive poem - é genxne
of the romantic period. Aécording to Wyka, the digressive

poem did not appear by accident; it was clearly the exclusive
domain of the rebellious and prcgressive romantic Left.i

Another synthetic article by Wyka on S2owacki

' represented an atfeﬁpF at rationalizing th% ppét's position
within Polish literature. Wyka shatters ghe tradiFional

concept of’"three prophets”, pointing out that the collaboiation
of Mickiewicz, SZowacki, and Krasirski in a triad had

been accomplished only as late as 1870. Wyka‘.lso shows

that the oﬁficial policy makers *determined which place in

the triad should be occupied‘by whom. Beiﬁg a radical, Slowacki
. was the-lést to be granted a place, énd qnly reluctantly -at that.
Accordingly, Slowacki's gositﬁon withinzPolish iitgratp;ilcalls

for a thorough-going revision. Wyka's essay was an .attempt
. . .

“at such a-revision. Zit . ' s
. ‘ \,:‘ s . v

N . . s 'y
In addition to &rticles of a general nature and

discugéions of foreign writexrs, the cont;ibuqions by Kubacki

. - L. M
66 Vol. 10, 1948, p. 62. ‘ : .
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dealt with problems of 20th century Polish literature, for

¥

instance The Runawéy'Quail - an article on Strug, Under the

Sign of an Apopee - an’'article on Dgbrowska, The Prose of

Iwaszkiewicz, etc. The same methodological approach is

common to all theée.articles: Kubacki starts with a formal

analysis of concrete material and bY.lqgical ;easoning ér-‘

rives at general premises which per@it him tq evaluate a '

given work of literature. - ‘ | .
Among the cfiéics contributing to Twdrczosd, a

special mention must be made of Jan Kott and hig ndmerous

articles. In keeping with his programﬁaticlpositioné pfior

to 1949, Jan Kott became the main spokésmqn of socialist

~

realism and a pfbpénent of a Marxist interpretation of
classical literature and contemporary‘dramaturgy., After 1949,
Kott'eoncentrated on literary history and theater reviews.’
With the onset of the\Stélinist period, kaZiﬁierz Wyka

found- a safer‘place as the director of.'

the ﬁnstituﬁe:for Literary\Rggea#ch. Several other critics
followed suit,” often fofsaking criticism and turning to translation.
or fnsignificant reviews.

The social realism of Soviet inspiration, dogmatism,

4 < ]
¢

schematism, and bureaucracy of the-yearé-1949-54\Fon5tituted
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a severe blow to criticism; the results being more devas-
tating than in ‘the sphere of poetry or novel. The'compulsory
system of critical standardsxgmposed by socialist
realism deprived criticism of its status as an art, trans-
forming it into party propaganda. Older well—koown critics

were accused of bourgeois estheticism and their column in’

from the schovl of Soviet criticism: Drewﬁbwski, wadilewski,

v

A. Kljowskl, Zmlgroqua, and Klrcherow a.

A sBow 1ncrease in the :umb of critical aéﬁlcles

published in Twdrczos¢ and esb_ iallly of fragments of mono-
graphs is‘noticeable‘startiﬁg with i954. The political -
climate of Poland beoame more propltlous fon criticism and
@iscussions on literary toplcs; There was a grow1ng aware-
ness of errors committeo in the cultural policies of previous
" ygars. Thus, in the .May issue of i954'Henryk Markiéwicz .
discussed the role of cr1t1c15m in the struggle for socialist
realism, dwelllnoxpn all the facts that mlght be con51dered

milestones in the development of postwar POllSh cr1t1c1sm.

The fragments of Sandauer's monograph Poets of Three

' 6
Geperatlons 7 treated in a comprehen51ve, lapldary, and k

"

67.Vol. 12, 1954, p. 126. o o

o
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polemical style of the pvets: Staff, Tuwim, Stonimski,
Broniewski, Iwaszkiewicz, Prayboé, . Galgzyﬁski'and.

-

P r'd .
Jastrun. ) - ’ : o

,;) .

Wlodzimierz Maciqg's monoéraph on Maria Débrowska68
foregoes almost completely the WEite;'é biog;aphy.. But . .
Wiktor Woroszylski does just the opposite when writing about
?;Qeusz Borowski:.biogfaphy ﬁla?s-a‘keyfrole in his criticism ',
and he is;definitely more interested in Borowski the man than .

in Borowski the writer.

Py

In 1955 Andrzej St ar became active again in the

field'of criticism by publishing his #eséarch

on the early works of Galczynski. During the Stalinist

period, Sta wrote a book on Boy—ZéTeﬁskl, fragments ‘of

i

‘which were publlshed in Tworczosc. The” lnterestlng-dlscus—

51on on Czechow1cz, 1n1t1ated by JanMSplewak and continued by
Zblgnlew Herbert and Jullan Przybos, deserves spec1a1 attentlon:
' IIT. Reviews
The column of literary reviéws had been the Achilles’
heel of Tworczosd. Upon the takeoéer of the monthly by the

Onion gf Polish Writers ig 1949, this column - thus far
' B <@ LT . ! ’
oo s “

68 Sztwfa plsarska Maril Dabrowsklej, Vol. 5,‘1954,_.
p- 1l46. L .
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-
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called "Reports” =.was renamed "Among the Books"

‘ o The column lacked rythm, the reviews were late and

A}

did not include all the importént items, as one can see from.

_ the fact that in the ten-year period (1945-55) only about

-

300 new books or new editions of 0ld books were reported on.
the Stalinist period, the editors would eften refrain from
puplishing the received‘reviews on the pretext of "ideologi-

r‘§;1 1mmatur1ty of the’ rev1ewer or the "harmful obliteration

, of dlstlnctlons between poetry and prose" 69. This i$ why in

-

1953 Tworczoéé stopped revmew1ng poetry altogether.

Still, some 1tems in the said column’ -déserve our

*

attention. Great value must be attached to some reviews of
’( the collected works of Polish cLassic:;)the critical editions

of individual works. or the corresponderice, or 'instance the
review of the National Jubilee Edition of fhe works of

. . . Sy -
Mickiewicz and SZowacki, the, correspondenée of Krasicki, the

- -

- life and-‘work of Jullusz Slowackl. Very important were the

. reviews of forezgn bodks on questlons of met%gdology and

_x llterary theory. of sxgnlficance were also the various types
T‘/ of blbllographles, as well as the numerous reviews of |
publications of bibliographical character. The first group

T comprised, among other things, the bibliographies of
A . .

69 Vol. 2, 1953, p. 17.
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prominent scholars (Borowy, Krzyzanowski) and pbeté

(staff), translations (e.g. the Supplement to the Bibliog-

raphy of Polish Translationl of Jean Jacques Rousseau), the

acceptance of Polish writers at home and abroad (e.qg.

Mickiewiczana in Polish Periodicals of 1944-47, Mickiewicz

in Hungarx), the liierary anniversaries, like that of Asnyk -
and Sienkiewicz, the contents of periodicals, e.g; grasicki
in the periodical Weekly, and finally bibliographies of the
‘Instituté for Literary Research or the-Adam Mickiewicz
Literary Society. ‘

An analysis of the prose, criticism, and reviews
. published in Tworczodd d'ﬁri,}ag the 1945-55 decade permits us
to distinguishAtwo well-defined periods that parallel the
political vicissitudes of Poland. The first period runs from
1944-to 1948. It begins with the liberation’ of Poland's
eastern territories including tﬁe‘city of Lublin, which in
‘mid-i§44 becomes the center of péstwéf Poland's' literary and
cultural life. ;rhis period closes toward the end of 1948,
when fhg political events, viz. thefcomplete.Communist take-
'over, have a.decisive influence op literature. ' The second
- period opens with the Fourth Congress of Polish Writers, held
in Szczecin in January 1949. It ends in'IQSQq‘when the eigth

plénﬁm of the Central Committee of the Polish Workers' Party

bl
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elects Wladystrw Gomulka as its First Secretary.

Eighty percent of the prose works published in -

Tworczosd during the first period deal with the var,

The main themes of this prose are Poland prior to September

1939 the concentration camp, life under occupation.vend

the struggle against the Nazis. e

The said themes, together with the fragments of
historical, mythological, and social novels, constitute in

the period under discussion a rather varied répertofy.

The prose of the second -

period isg thematicelly narrow, of low artistic value,

90

being made up Basically of fragments of so-called production

novels.

A gradual recovery and return to the themes of‘the
war and the uprisal of Warsaw are noticeable in Tworczosd
after 1955. There appear egain translationTxof French,

- English, and German novelists.f Prior to 1949, Twdrczosc
abounded in critical essays by prominent Polish and foreign
specialists. The&éange of problems dealt withgwas broad,

;Jalthoughbone is surprised by the absence of contributions
by the most recent Polish literature. The exolanatioo

lies in censorship and party control. During the Stalinist

e e
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period, Tworczosc published . only critical essays that

conformed to Soviet models. Their authors were young,
politically involved writers. <
. The literary reviews appearing in the monthly did not
cover all the most important pe?lications} if one considers
that barely 300 reviews were published in the 1945~-55 decade,
whereas the year 1953 markéd a complete elimination of poetry
réviews, apparently’becaPse the editors did not consider them
to be politically reliablé. -
Of special interest are the reviews of collected

wotks of Polish classics and publications of

.
a bibliographical nature.



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 92

An analysis of 120 volumes of Twdrcaoid pub-
_— .
lished in the period from August 1945 to September 1955 led
to the following conclusions: : \
In the span of the ten years under discussion, the

monthly did not change its format or its compositional

schemes. The average issue would be printed in ten thousand.

copies, the great majority of which would reach the readers
on a monthly subscription basis.'

Prose constituted the core of Tworczosd and
its main interést: fragments of novels, novellas, and short
stories. More voluminous works were published in their
entirety only in thed immediate ﬁgstwar period to supplement
the missing books.r

Up to 1949, this prose was thematicaliy rich and
varied. Beginning with the takeover of Twdrczosc by the
Union of Polish Writers (January 1949) and-the dawn of
Stalinism, the range of themes of thé contribﬁtions to the
monthly became drastically narrowed to the esthetic

—

ideology. The results of the study seem, o indicate ‘hq;_ia
~ Nz

the 1945-55 decade, Tworczosd remained a true reflection and

lems of scocialist realism and the struggle agai4gz\§Qi other

a tool of the ideological program and the cultural policies

of the ruling Communist Party.
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The office of the egitor-in—chief was occupied in
succession by prominent men of letters whose appointment
depended on Party policies of thee day. -

* These policies, rather elastic in the first postwar
years, had reduced Polish literature to the role of a mere
medium of ideological service between 1949 and 1554. The said
literature presentéd an image of socidl-life that conformed with
the doctrine, rather then with reality. N

The result was undoubtedly a lowering of the artistic
1ej&1 of the monthly. Putting the emphasis on the ideological
criteria, Tworczoéd accepted mediocre contributions or even
works deprived of any artistic value. '

As soon as the political situation improved in 1954,
Twdrczosd again began to publish more diversified and artistically
valid works better reflecting the feglings and %ssues of interst
to thé readers.

There was a definite';urn in the cultural rg}ations with
foreign countries. Twérczoéé‘published reports from the
United States, France and Germany works never published before.

Ih the eariy 50's, the emphasis was shifted to
the magazine's subtitle: "A Monthly of Literature and Criticismﬁ;.

Twérczosd became a more specialized journal.offering its pages

to a greater variety of talents and views.

D SR Y 3N e
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In summing up the magazine's character and the role
it played against the historical background of postwar
Poland, one may say that Twdrczodd did well in meeting its:
stated objectivgs, of course, .taking into account the economic

and political situation of the day. N The shifts in cultural

policy and prescription are clearly shown in the changes in

editorial staff, choice of contribitors, thematic spectrum
* ~

and the .ideological perceptions. " Yet, despite thesé’pressures

and demands, Tworczosd retained, év n during the darkest yeafs
of Stalinism, a modicum of independence and artistic criteria.
For example, wﬁen it became ear tha@ nobody could meet the
imposed criteria of poet reviewing, Twdrczosd ceased being
interested. The ™ " brought a.zurther improvement to the
variety and aesthetics of the conteht. _-

. Twérczoéd was the only literary magazine to give a
faithfuifpicture of cultural life during the first decade
of the communist-dominated Polish People's Republic. It

has retained .this quality to this very day.
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APPENDIX I

‘

INDEX OF AUTHORS 'AND SUBJECT MATTERS

The following index is intended to faczzétate
the reader's task of locating the authors and Subject,
matters dealt with in the volumes of Twdrczogd published

during the decade under discussion. .
alphabetic entries with cross-references grouped as follows:

Ame;icén Literature

Arts

Chech and. Slovak Literatures
Comedy, see Drama
Comparative Literature
Congresses and Conferences
Criticism

Diary of Cultural Events
Dramé "
Education .

English Literature
Esthetics

French Literature
German Literature
History

Hungarian Literature
Linguistics

Memoires and Autobiographies

The index contains 750

Mickiewicz
Philosophy

Poetry

Politics

Prose -
Publishing
Questionnaires
Reading
Realism‘ﬂ"-
Romanian Literature
Russian,Litefature
Satire - *
Spanish Literature
Theater

Theory of Literature

Versification.
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An Acacia Branch - Gazééka Akacji
_Agaénst the Monopolies of Przeciw Monopolom Wojny
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Asters . . ' Astry

At the Construction Site Na Konstrukecji

At the Sources of Marxist : U Poczgtkdw Magksigtowskiej
Esthetics in Poland Estetyki W Polsce

Ballads and Romance§ Ballady i Romanse

Bayonet on Rifle Bagnet na Bron

The Birth of People , Narodziny Ludzi

Bonds of Life Wezly Zycia

Caesaropapism of Imperialism Czaropa;izm Imperializmy

The Cellulose Souvenir éami§tka Z Celulozy

The Channel Kana2 ‘

Characters and Anecdotes Chqrakterj i Anegdoty XIX
of the 19th Century ‘Wieku .

Citizens - Obywatele -

Comedian - Komediant :

The Cuckoo g Kukuika

Cultural Geography of the Geografia Kulturalna Roku
Years 1913:5348 1947/48

A Despairing Tree Drzewo Rezpaczajace



The Destruction of Chopin's
Monument in Warsaw '

Diary of Polish Culture
The Earrings of Isolde’
The Enchanted Carriage
An Evening at Michajlowskoje-
An Exibition of Textiles
and Handicrafts at the
National Museum in Warsaw
Exiles
Experiences of a Soldier
The Family
The Fete of ﬁinkelrid
The Fifty Men

The First Promenade

The Flight from Yasnaya .
Polyana

The Frontiers of the Novel
The Generation '

The Green Goose

Hard Facts

A Heart of Granite

Heaven and_Ear;p

The Hero of Our Time

A Honeymoon in Hell

The Honeymoon with the Allies

A House at the Outskirts
of Auschwitz
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Zniszczenie Pomnika Chopina

W Warszawie

Diariusz Kultury Polskiej

- Kolezyki Izoldy

Zaczarowana Dorozka
Wieczdr w Michajlowskoje

Wystawa Tkanin i Rekodziela

Artystycznego w Muzeum Narodowym

w Warszawie
Wygnania
Doéwiadczenia ZolXnierza
Rod;iné

éwieto Winkelrida

'Pigédziesigciu

Pjierwsza Przechadzka

Ucieczka z Jasnej Polany

Pogranicze Powiesci

Pokéfénie ,
Zielona Ggé

Twarde Fakty “
Serce Gfanatu

Niebo i Ziemia

Bohater Naszych Czasow
Miodowy Mi;sigc w Piekle
Miodbwy Miesigc z Sojusznikami

Dom pod Oéwigcimiem
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Inportant Anniversaries
Inhuman Times

Institute of Literary
Research

In the Climate of Nazism

The Intruders

Kordian and Ha?

Krakow's Academy of Fine Arts

Lake Boden

The Land

*

Man and Time

Manifestor of the Polish
Committee for National
Liberation

Masks

Mathematics as an Element
in the Histqry of Thought

Madallions

The Meeting with Salome

A Memoir from the fear 1%3;

The Memoilrs of a Plotter
and Teacher of Years
1811-48

The Meteor and the Star
The Mill

A Moment of\Royal Weakness

" The Moon Was Rising above

Gambut

A Museum on Wheeis
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Wazniejsze Rocznice

" Nieludzkie czasy -

Instytut Badaih Literackich

W Klimacie Hitleryzmu

Najlezdzcy

Kordian 1 Ham

Krakowska Akademia Sztuk
~ Pigknych

Jezioro Bodedskie

Ziemia

;’C;lodiek i Czas

Manifest Polaﬁiego Komitetu
) - Wyzwolenia Narodowego

Maski

Matematyka Jako ‘Element w
Historii Mydli

Madaliony
Spotkanie z Salomeg
Pamig¢tnik z Roku 1846

Pamigtnik Spiskowci i
Nauczyciela 1811-1848

Meteor 1 Gwiazda
Miyn .

Chwila Krélewskiej Niemocy

Kéiqiyc Wschodzil nad
Gambutem

Muzeum na Kdtkach
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Musical Activities in Poznan
-The ﬁight -
No. 16 1is ‘Producing
The 0ld Brick Factory
The. 01d Szadchen

On the Eve of the 1846
Upriging of Krakow

On the Horizon

On My Daughter's Joining
the ZMP v

One Day in Hermenzy

Our Life |

The People from Down There
Poem.for Adulcs

Poets of Three Generations
Polish Flowers

Polish Writers' Association
A Report from Piotékow
Revenge

A Rhapsody of Eh; Sea”

The Role of Handicrafts in
the Mass Culture

.The Bunaway' Quail

~A Sally into the Future
September

Tﬁe Shadow

Singer and Defender of
Socialist Homeland

A Song About ‘the Flag
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Poznafiskie Zycie Muzyczne
Noc
No. 16 Produkuje

Stara Cegielnia ‘

-Stary Szadchen

Przed Wybuchem Powstania
Krakowskiego w 1846 Roku

Na Widnokregu

Na Legitymacj¢ Zetempowskg
Corki

Dzien na ngmerzach

Nasze iycie

Ludzie z Tamfgdi

Poewmat dla Dorostych

Poeci Trzech Pokolen
Kwiaty Polski

Zwigzek Pi:eracéw Polﬁﬁich
Reportai z Piotrkowa
Odwety

Rapsod Morski

Rola Rzemiosla Artystycznego
w Kulturze Mas '

Uciekla mi Przepidreczka
Rzut w Przyszlaéé |
Wrzesied

Cied

Piewca i Obronca Socjalistycznef
Ojczyzny

éieaﬁ o Fladze
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A Spiritual Draw of J Ramie Duchowe Waszyngtonu
Washington '

Stalin's Interviews with a Rozmowy Stalina z Koresponden-
Correspondent. of "Pravda" tem "Prawdy" .

. ~

Thaw ] Odwilz

Three Encounters with ‘ Trzy Spotkania z Reymontem
Reymont

Time of the Absurd Czas Absurdu

The Train to Marsellle Poc?gg do Maraylii

Treatise on Morality Traktat Moralny

Two Theaters ! Dwa Teatry

Under the Sign of an Apopee Pod Znakiem Epiki

An Unsettled Matter Sprawa, Ktofa Jeszcze nie Jest
- Zalatwiona
The Unvanguished City - Miasto Niepokonane
. L] .
Voices in the Darkness . Glosy w Ciemmnosci
A Voyage to the Island ﬁf Podréz do Krainy Nieprawdo -
Improbabilities podobiefstwa
The Walls of Jericho ) -  Mury Jerycha
A War Beyond;the Front 4 Wojna za Frontem
What is New in Music in . Krakowskie iycie Muzyczne
‘ Krakow . &
Why a Work of Art Should Dlaczego Dzielo Powinno Byé
’ Be Realistic . Realistyczne
. ’ ’ ’
The Wooden BHorse Drewniany Kon
The Year of 1944 - Rok 1944
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