
Privacy Office; Legal Services 

1-031 Centennial Building

1276 South Park Street

Halifax, NS  B3H 2Y9 

foipop@nshealth.ca 

1 March 2021 

Dr. Kevin Walby, University of Winnipeg, Department of Criminal Justice, 

Centennial Hall, 3rd Floor, 515 Portage Avenue,  

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3B 2E9,  

Sent via email 

Good afternoon, 

Please see attached records responsive to your requests that are within our custody and control. 
Please kindly note that some of your records requested are not available in the specific form 
requested, more clarification is needed for some requests while others are exempted from 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Personal Information Act. For more 
details, please below: 

Testing 

I am requesting statistical overviews broken down by race and gender that track COVID-19 cases 
amongst prisoners and prison staff, including positive tests, negative tests, inconclusive tests, 
deaths, recoveries and active cases, as well as memorandums and presentations on these statistics. 

We do not have records on COVID-19 cases that categorises patients as prisoners or prison staff. 

COVID Screening Procedures 

I am requesting standing orders and policy directives documenting correctional institution COVID-19 
screening procedures for prisoners, prison staff, oversight body officials, lawyers, and volunteers. 

This would fall to Department of Justice except for inmates (prisoners) – that would fall to 
healthcare and we have a Care Directive that has been shared. There is also information on the 
publically accessible COVID Hub under Correctional Health Services (includes memos, protocols, 
etc.). This includes universal testing for all new admissions and a 14 days on a quarantine unit. 
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Health, Hygiene, Cleaning, and Distancing 

I am requesting memorandums, briefing notes, information notes, statistics and powerpoint decks 
outlining (a) health and personal hygiene protocols issued to and measures, (b) outlining cleaning 
protocols issued to and measures adopted and (c) protocols issued to and measures adopted to 
promote social distancing in your correctional institutions related to COVID-19 pandemic prevention 
and management.  

 

For the healthcare unit and cells we would follow our normal cleaning procedures for a hospital 
setting and adopt NSHA policies/directives with respect to masking, shields, etc. (information is 
available on the COVID-19 hub).  

 

Health and Mental Health Care 

I am requesting all records outlining protocols issued to and measures adopted or modified by your 
correctional institutions concerning health and mental health care provision to prisoners and prison 
staff related to COVID-19 prevention, management and treatment. 

 

Level of care and services offered remain unchanged. We implemented universal precautions 
(PPE) for staff, universal testing for all new admissions to the facility, and a 14 day quarantine. 
Please let me know how best you want to proceed with this request and I can assist with putting 
information together and/or connecting us with those that can help (e.g. our IPAC practitioner).  

 

Testing 

I am requesting all records tracking COVID-19 cases amongst probationers and other individuals 
currently on community release, including positive tests, negative tests, inconclusive tests, deaths, 
recoveries and active cases. 

 

This information is considered Personal Health Information and is protected from disclosure. By 
the Personal Health Information Act. If you are seeking aggregated information regarding COVID 
testing among a certain population please restate your request with as many specifics as possible 
and we will see if the information may be made available or not.  

 

Entry and Exit Screening Procedures  

I am requesting memorandums, briefing notes, information notes, statistics and powerpoint decks 
documenting probation office entry and exit COVID-19 screening procedures for probationers and 
other individuals currently on community release, prison staff, oversight body officials, lawyers, 
volunteers, and other parties. 

 

Probation is a federal mandate and does not fall within the mandate of either NS Health or the NS 
Department of Justice. 
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Health, Cleaning, Distancing, and Contacts  

Related to COVID-19 pandemic prevention and management, I am requesting all records outlining 
health and personal hygiene protocols, all records outlining cleaning protocols issued to and 
measures adopted, all records outlining protocols issue to and measures adopted, and all records 
outlining protocols issued to and measures adopted by your probation offices to restrict community 
contact for those currently on probation or other forms of community release related to COVID-19 
pandemic prevention and management.   

 

Probation is a federal mandate and does not fall within the mandate of either NS Health or the NS 
Department of Justice. 

 

You have the right to seek a review with the Review Officer within 60 days of receiving this decision.  
Complete details of the process are outlined on the website of the Office of the Information & 
Privacy Commissioner: https://foipop.ns.ca/request-a-review  

 

Sincerely, 

Fola Adeleke 

 

For: The Privacy Office 
Nova Scotia Health Authority 

 

c/c: to file 

 

https://foipop.ns.ca/request-a-review

















































































