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processes that have created the situation. Council entitled “More must be done for safety of Native teens after
*X Thunder Bay il another death: opposition: Help native teens now, opposition
tells Liberals” (Maurino, 2011), sets an “us vs. them” binary
and leads the reader to believe it is solely the government'’s
Table 1: Non-First Nations News Sources responsibility to help these youth. First Nations media,
conversely, argued for greater cooperation between the
government and First Nations peoples. Instead of relying
unilaterally on the Canadian government to solve problems
News Article 2 persistent in health and education, First Nations media
News Article 1 actively support a cooperative approach that includes First
Nations community members and affirms their self-

‘ Methodolo gy News Article 1 determination..

The methodology employed in this study is critical discourse Conclusion
analysis (CDA). CDA aims to explore the relationship between I

discourses and the reality that these discourses produce
(Phillips & Hardy, 2002); this relationship is analysed by
examining the way in which a social reality is produced through
the constructive effects of texts (Hardy, 2001). By seeing
language as “constitutive and constructive rather than reflective
and representative” (Phillips & Hardy, 2002, p. 13), analysts are
able to delineate power relations in news reporting by exploring News Article 1

Conversely, First Nations media sources emphasize the need for
greater cooperation between the Canadian government and First
Nations peoples to resolve the long-standing issues that continue
to affect First Nations youth in northern Ontario. These findings
exemplify how ongoing tensions related to colonialism are News Article 5
reflected in the media.

Harding (2006) argued that discourses produced about
Aboriginal peoples in the media have “remained constant
over the last century and a half” (p. 205). My study’s findings
Table 2: First Nations News Sources support this assertion. Non-First Nations media continue to
downplay the legacy of colonialism, while First Nations media
continue to draw attention to it..

subtle variations in discourse (Furniss, 2001). News Article 3 Further research is needed to identify ways of improving the
_ _ current situation of First Nation's education and health in
Harding (2005) argued that such an approach to analyzing texts News Forum 3 northern Ontario and in supporting First Nations people in

makes it “particularly well-suited to studying the treatment of
people of colour and other minority populations in the press” (p.
5). I employed CDA to examine differences in discourses
produced by non-First Nations and First Nations media
pertaining to their coverage of the seven First Nations students’
deaths in the City of Thunder Bay.

their fight against colonial structures. The success of future
generations of First Nations people should not be hindered by
media protecting dominant interests; First Nations media are
actively changing the status quo by producing their own
media discourse to counter those produced by non-First
Nations media.
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