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Bonjour! hi!
We are Emily and Katherine.

And we love to debunk fake news!
@kingslam @McGillLib



Agenda
1. Introduction 
2. Workshop content
3. ACRL Framework 
4. Feedback
5. Game time!
6. Results 



Introduction
Fake news for high school students and beyond



Library Activities for High School Students



Timeline for Workshops

Summer 
Academy 

Student 
Journalists 
Conference

Students, 
Staff & 
Faculty 

Workshop 

Students, 
Staff & 
Faculty 

Workshop

July 2017 November 
2017

February 
2018

March 
2018

Political 
Science 

Class



Workshop Content
What we taught and how we modified it for 

different audiences



Fake News Workshop Overview

✖ History of fake news
✖ Journalistic and personal bias
✖ CRAAP Test 
✖ How to avoid and spot fake news
✖ Evaluating news sources



History of Fake News

False Prophecies and Fake Snake Oil



Journalistic & Personal Bias

Bad reporting 

Spin or clickbait

Political partisanship

Their own bias



Currency

Authority 
Relevance

Accuracy
Purpose



Now let’s try it out!

Does this Tweet pass the 
CRAAP test?



Does this article pass the 
CRAAP test?



Verifying news stories

Snopes
Factcheck.org

Politifact

✖ Emergent is a Canadian 
real-time rumor tracker

✖ FactsCan.ca is an 
independent, non-partisan 
fact-checker on Canadian 
federal politics

✖ FactCheck.org monitors the 
accuracy of US political 
stories

✖ PolitiFact verifies political 
news stories  

✖ Snopes fact-checks internet 
rumours and stories 

FactsCan.ca Emeregent

http://www.emergent.info/
http://factscan.ca/
http://www.factcheck.org/
http://www.politifact.com/#
http://www.snopes.com/






ACRL Framework
How we applied the frames 



The Frames

Authority is 
constructed and 

contextual 

Information 
creation as 

process

Information has 
value

Research as 
inquiry

Scholarship as 
conversation

Searching as 
strategic 

exploration 



Feedback!
What worked and what didn’t?



REsults from  2017 Summer Academy Survey



Most Useful
➔ How to Spot Fake News
➔ CRAAP Test
➔ Evaluating News 

Articles that Cite 
Studies

➔ “Fake or For Real”

How useful was each topic? (Fall 2017 Workshop)
Least Useful
✖ History of Fake News
✖ Journalistic & 

Personal Bias



“Just to have it be longer…”

“I would suggest a longer session...I 
wouldn’t have minded a full-day workshop”

  “...a bit more time” 

What would you suggest to Improve this workshop? (Fall 2017)



GAME Time!



Fake or For Real:
The Results



Who were the best lie detectors?

High 
school 

students

Students
Faculty

Staff
Alumni

Journalism 
students



High school students!



88% 
could tell Justin Trudeau was photoshopped

96%
could tell the IKEA story was for real

64%
could tell Lennon and Nimoy were photoshopped



Second place...



Second place...
Journalists!



62% 
could tell the EU banking story was for real

57%
could tell the falcon story was for real



Thank you! Merci!
You can find us at:

emily.kingsland@mcgill.ca
katherine.hanz@mcgill.ca

On Twitter:
@kingslam
@McGillLib

mailto:emily.kingsland@mcgill.ca
mailto:katherine.hanz@mcgill.ca


Credits
✖ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
✖ CRAAP Test from Meriam Library, California 

State University, Chico 
✖ How to Spot Fake News from IFLA
✖ Photo by Lauren Goldman, McGill Library 
✖ Thanks to Carleton’s Ed Bilodeau and McGill’s 

Francesca Frati for their workshop ideas
✖ Special thanks to The Guardian, particularly Leah 

Green and Eleni Stefanou, for sharing Fake or For 
Real with us!

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
https://www.csuchico.edu/lins/handouts/eval_websites.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFnif8H2fUH5eI3JjoK9VQ8z5QL87Pi2G
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFnif8H2fUH5eI3JjoK9VQ8z5QL87Pi2G

