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SAINT-JEAN~-DE-DIEU HOSPITAL

1873-1945

Chepter I

The legal birth-day of the Hospice Saint-Jean-de-Diéu was October 4,
1873 (1). The work really begen with "Dodais®, the first patient to come
under the care of the Sisters of Charity of Providence, but to hear more
about him we must go back to the yesteryears. "Dodeis" was a poor idiot
who lived in Montreal, with his widowed mother, before 1823, the year in
which Jeen Baptiste Gamelin married Emmelie Téwernier who was destined to
become later the foundress of the Community of Sisters of Charity of Prov-
idence. 1MMr. Gamelin, on his way to business, one early morning, was as-
sailed by a bandit, who beat him almost to death, with intent of robbing
him. "Dodais" who lived in a house hard by where the attack was made,
witnessed this, and was so much aroused, and shouted so franticelly that
help came to save Mr. Gemelin from death; vThe rescue once over "Dodais"
relepsed into absolute muteness again. When Mr. Gemelin hed sufficient-
ly recovered from his bruises, he searched for his defender, and this
learned =211 about him and =sbout his mother's poverty as well., From that
day forward he provided for both, and on his death-bed confided them to
his young wife, adding "Take care of them for love of me." Mr. Gemelin's
family enjoyed the comforts of weélth, and were remarkably chariteble;
hence Madem Gemelin accepted this bequest as a gift from God, ard treated
her two wards as such the rest of their 1ives. She gave them a little

house in the cormer of her garden, where she could keep in close touch

(1) Annals of St-Jeen~de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I. pe 1




with their neéds, end where it wés easy for her to visit them daily.
"Dodais™ died at the age of thirty,’but before his death, he, who had
never uttered an intelligible word, said ﬁlainly to Madem Gamelin, "I
thank you for all your kindness to me. I am going to Hesven, I will
pray for you." Then pointing with his finger, "That is my mother."
In some menner inexplicable to science, he gave signs of intelligence
on those two marked occasions. Mother Gamelin kept this secret,
mentioning it but to her confessor, who spoke of it only efter her
death (2).

After lr. Gemelin's death his widow was heart-brokxsn, and the
only comfort she could find wes in visiting the poor and the sick, and in
opening e home for homeless old ladies, on whom she lavished her kind-
ness and her wealth. After fifteen years qf such charitable works, God
called her in 1843, to be foundress of the Sisters of Charity of Prov-
idence, in Montreal. In memory of Mother Gamelin's kindness to the feeble-~
minded, her spiritual daughters took care of a few mild mental cases,
seventeen at most and women only, at St. Isidore Convent, Longue Pointe,
near lMontreal.

In the suwmer of 1575, Mr. Gedeon Ouimet, Prime Minister of
the Province of Quebec, was in search of an asylum for male idiots, as
St; Jean de Dorchester was to be closed, and Beauport Asylum was al-
ready over-crowded end uttérly unablg to accept any patients from the
District of Montreal. After refusals elsewhere he app;ied to the

Sisters of Charity of Providence to undertske this work. His proposal

(2} Life of Mother Gemelin, by a member of the Institute, Montreal, 1900.




was presumably maede verbally, as no written trace of it cen be found in
any of the Archives. This proposition, to take care of mentally afflict-

ed men, implied an entirely new venture for the Sisters of Charity of

- Providence, and the problem had to be carefully weighed from every eangle,

before it could be accepted. In the first place there were no buildings
ready. The Community had,since 1852, owned a trect of Land at Longue
Pointe, about six miles east of Montreal, known as "Ferme St. Isidore™
but thers were no suitable buildings there for the care of so meny cases.
Secondly, the Sisters hed no experience in thé care of male patients.

A few old men, it is trme, were sheltered in one or more of the houses;
but there was‘always one in the group who could look after the others,
while the Sisters provided the food, clothing and medecine needed. This
new project called for deep consideration,Aas it involved the providing
of competent help, who could be trusted.with the care of the patients.
In the third place, there were no Sisters trained for the care of the
mentally 111, nor was there any opportunity of such training. The '
treining schools, with years of study both of physical and psychiatric
conditions, with the accompenying psychological observations, that

exist to-day, wére then unknown. Simply, the Sisters must be animated
with the spirit of Christ,.and do the best they could with what they
hed. The Superiors felt the full weight of the responsibility involved;
hence some members of the Council définitely opposed the acceptance of
the work, and all were reluctant. Thé importent questioh was what did

God want of them, and on that point they all agreed. When no conclusion
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could be reached they resolved that the wisest thing to do, would Be to
lay the question before Bishop Bourget; surely God would tell him what
was to be done. Bishop Bourget studied the guestion very carefully; it
was momentous and must be pondered in all its aépects. After prayer end
reflection, énd despite the hesitation of the Sisters, he pronounced s fimm
end decided verdict: "Accept without fear® (3),.

The first Contract between the Government of the Province of
Quebec and "Les Soeurs de 1l'Asile de la Providence" was duly signed on
October 4, 1873. The Provincisl Government was represented by Gedeon
Ouimet, Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec, and the Qommunity by
Sister Teresa of Jesus, née Cléophée Tetu, Depositary General. The
conditions were as follows:

The Community agrees to accept, lodge, clothe and care for comfort-
ably, idiots of both sexes, and to give theﬁ all the care they need in
health and in illness, and to give them ali medical cere needed. The
Sisters will be held to accept all the idiots the Government will send
them, but not lesg than three hundred.

2. On the other hand the Govermment promises to pay One Hundred
Dollars ($100} per annum, for each person confided to the Sisters' care.
The stipulated sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100) will be peid from the

Treésﬁry of the Province of Quebec by regular instalments; June 30,

-September 30, December 31, and March 31, of each year. The patients

will be brought to the Hospice at the expense of the Government. However,

if after admission to the Hospice any should escape, the expenses of

(3) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I De 5.




bringing them back will be paid ﬁy the Sisters. The Sisters should also
write to the Provincial Secretery to informm him of the name of the person
who escaped, with the date of the evasion, and the date of his return.
Also to make report of all deaths and dates of death, end the Sisters
will have the right to collect the sum of Three Dollars and twelve
cents ($B3.12) to defray burial expenses, If aﬁy of the persons interned
become furious, the Sisters will have the right to return such cases to
the Government, after having notified the Provincial Secretary. The
persons thus committed by His Majesty's Goverpment in the Erovince of
Qasbec will be submitted to the supervision, inspection, and direction
of the Inspectors of Prisons, and the Sisters will be obliged to give
to the aforesaid physicisns end iﬁspectors, all the facilities needed
for their visit, and all the information needed to make out their
respective reports. |

Made in the City of Quebec, at the Prime Minister's residence?
the fourth day of October, eighteen hundred and seventy~three. No 774.

(signed) Gedeon Ouimet
Sister Teresa of Jesus, Depositary

JeAs Charlebois, N.P. (4)

Vhen tlie Sisters accepted the proposal made by the Govermnment,
the seme Government offeréd the use of the Barracks, on Commissioner
Street, which were then vecent, owing to the fact that the troops had
been sent to Englend, and until sucﬂ time as the Community could erect

a suitable building. The Barracks were located at the end of Berri

(4} Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1873.




Street, and on Commissioner Street, on part of the ground now occupied
by the Viger Square Station, end covered an area of 194675 squere feet (5).
The Barracks were only & port in a storm, but could give comrfortable
lodgings to the patients temporarily.

The land on which the future Hospice was to be built was called
"Ferme St. Isidore" and had become property of the Sisters of Charity
of Providence under vecullar clrcumstences. In 1841, Mr. Nicholas
Deseuntels dit Lapointe, before his death, bequeathed to the parish of
St. Francis of Assisi, Lohgue Pointe, a farm, twenty French arpents
distant from the village of Longue Pointe. The parish priest, Father
E. Lavoie, on Bisﬁop Bourget's advice, concluded thet the best way to
use it, would be to turn it over to the Sisters of Charity of Provid-
ence, on condition that they would keep a girls' school, and comply
with other conditions of Mr. Desautels' will. St. Isidore mission was
opened on May 1, 1846. In 1852, the Community bought & piece of land
on the shore of the St. Leurence near Longue Pointe Village. On those.
grounds there was a stone houée 40' by 30' and enother wooden house 33!
by 24' (both stiil standing on the property); end ten deys later the
girls' school was trensferred to the stone house. It may be said in
passing that it.was in one of the school rooms of that seme house,
that the work of the Deaf Mutes was inaugurated in 1851. The famm
was kept and cultivated, end with time, 17 cases of mild forms of mental
troubles, women only, were lodged in the wooden house; Bishop Bourget

blessed the little asylum and gave it St. John of God as its patron

(8) Archives of the City of Montreal.
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and protector (6). In 1873, this little asylum was merged with Hospice
St-Jean-de~Dieu. On October 25, 1873, the first patients were admitted
to the Barrecks, two men and three women from the Prison of Montreal,
and two days iater, October 27, 1873, twenty women emd fourteen men were
ddmitted from the Asylum St-Jean-de-Dorchester (7).

Once the Contract had been signed, the Community named two
Sisters, Mother Mary Godefroy, Assistent General, end Sister lMarie-du-
Crucifix, with two postulants, Sister Proulx and Sister Rondeaun, to open
the work, with male help to care for the men, and a couple of female
attendants to care for the women (8}. In religion Sister Rondeau beceame

Sister Marie Jecques, and Sister Proulx, Sister Vincent Ferrier; the

.latter is still elive in Seattle, Washington. Before beginning the plans

of the Hospice to be built, the Community sent two Sisters to visit
different hospitals for mental cases in the United States. Mother Mary
Godefroy, Assistant General, end Sister Teresa of Jesus, Depositary Gen-
eral, were chosen for this mission, and both were entirely competent.

The Community wanted to benefit of the help and suggestions gathered

. from the experience of others. They concluded that the Mental Hospital

of Baltimore, Maryland, was the most suitable for the Trequirements;
consequently, the first Hospice St-Jean-de-Dieu was built on the plan
of Mount Hope, Baltimore, Maryland (9).

The first Mass was said in the Barracks, by Father A. Lacombe,0Jele

the intrepid missionary of the North West, on October 30, 1873. He happen-

ed to be in Montreal then, working on a dictiomary of the.Cris 1angﬁage;

(6} Archives of the Community, 1851, 1852.

(7) &nnels of St-Jean-de-Dieun Hospital, Vol. I, P. 7.
(8) Ibia

(9) Ibid, p. 8




and he gave the Sisters and the inmetes the benefit of having mass

while he remsined in the city. This favor ceme down in history as a

blessing. (10)

(10) Annals of St-Jean-de-~Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, p. 9.
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Chapter II

1875

On July 30, 1875, a new Contract was signed between the Prov-
incial Government, represented by Honorable Boucher de Boucherville,
Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec, and the Community, Trepresented
by Sister Emelie Caron, Superior General, and Sis£er Teresa of Jesus,
Depositary General. The Contract was made for twenty years, on the seme
conditions as the Contrect made on October 4, 1873, this new Contract
replecing the former and becoming law on the dey of its signing (1).

The new.Hospice St-Jean-de-Dieu was.built on "?erme St. Isidore";
the main building was 160' long by 60' wide. There were two side wings,
each measuring 90' long by 40' wide, joining two other extensions measur-
ing 125' long by 45' wide, each. The wings between the two buildings
were five storeys high, plus the attic end the cellar, and the main
buildings were six storeys high. The structure was of red brick trimmed
with gray stone. In the interior of the building were seven parlors,
the office, the phermecy, the chapel with two lofts, two sacristiés,
twenty-seven wards, two infimaries, twenty-three dining-rooms, fifty-
one dormitories, one hundred and fifty isolation rooms, & kitchen and
five pentries. The furnace rooms, eight in all were located at the end
of each wing. The hot water system, which was most modern for the times,
covered a surface of thirty thouéand square feet. The laurndry behind
the main building, measured 96' long by 50' wide., On the sides and

back part of the house there were twenty-eight piazzes, where the patients

(1) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1875.
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could have all the advantages of fresh air and enjoy the pleasant sur-
rounding scenery. In front of the Hospice, en avenue lined with lately
planted elm trees in double rows, added very much to tﬁe outlook, and
took away the austere aspect of a large building. On the opposite side
there was an extensive gerden, and still beyond, lovely green fields
extending fer and wide. The erection of the building hed been confided
to Mr. Benjemin Lemontagne, a well known architect of the day (2).

On September 7, 1875, Sister Teresa of Jesus whom we have
already met, was nemed first superior of the Hospice St-Jean-de-Dieun.
As she was slated to fill an important role in the history of the Inst-
itution end to weether some of its worst storms, it may be interesting
to hear a sketch of her life until this date, Cléophée Tetu, in religion
Sister Teresa of Jesus, was the eighteenth aspirent to Jjoin the nsascent
Community, and she had the honor of sharing the insults and harshness
served those noble veterans, who joined lMother Gamelin, in the earliest
days. When they walked the streets of lontreal they were hailed as
"Les folles & la Gemelin" but, to characters of Cléophée Tetu's metel,
this wes only a.péssing shower. She was born December 3, 1824, at
St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, where her fether, Jean Frengois Tetu, was e notary.
Once her school'days were over, she helped in her father's study, where
she gathered much of the legal knowledge and femiliarized herself with
the various technical points of law which served her so well in the
meny conflicts she hed to meet later in defence of the helpless (3}

She mede her religious Profession on July 21, 1846, at the Asylum of

(2) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1875

(3] Archives of the Community, 1846.




Providence, liontreal, and began at once her active life of service to
others. At the request of Bishop Louis de Goesbriand, the newly cons-
ecrated Bishop of Burlington, she founded St. Joseph's Orphansge, Bur-
lington, Vemmont, liay 1, 1854, She accomplished this task so well that,
fifty yeers later, old people still recalled her with love (4). After
three years in Burlington, a more distant obedience awaited her, and

on October 15, 1857, she left for Chile; she and her four companions
reached Valparaiso, almost two months later. The Community of Sisters
of Charity of Providence had been established in that section of South
America a few years previously and those were some of the earliest help-
ers who hed been sent to continue the work. Her first effort on reach-
ing forelgn soil was to learn the Spanish language; end those efforts
were so well rewarded that, at the end of four months, she could read,
write and speak it freely. She spent six yéars in Chile, between the
houses of Sentisgo and Valparaiso, and during that spece of time had

to contend with difficulties that called for courage and energy and
trained her unimowingly for the tasks awsiting her later (5). In
1863, she returned to her former post in Burlington, vwhere she was
received with open arms; and in 1866, she was nemed Depositery Gen-
eral of the Community, In Montresl (6). It was this post she left to
become superioxr of the new'Hospice St-Jean-de~Dieu. Now we will let
the future speak for itself; time and plece will furnish their respect-
ive quotas. The transfer of the patients from the Barracks began July

20, 1875, and was completed in four consignments, the lest being on

(4) Annels of St. Joseph's Orphenege, Burlington, Vermont, 1904.
(5) "Our Sisters in Chile", Mother Mary Antoinette, p. 330.

(6) Archives of the Community, 1866.
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August 1l4. Since the opening, on-October 25, 1873, one hundred and
ninety~-two petients had been cared for in the Barrecks (7).

Right Reverend Edouerd Charles Febre, Coadjutor of the Bishop of
Montieal, blessed the new Hospice, October 28, 1875, with over thirty
priests in attendance at the ceremony; the blessing of the different
departments lasted over two hours. At the lunchon served after the
ceremony, Honorable Gedeon Ouimet, Prime Minister of the Province, and
Doctor Henry Howard, Medical Superintendent, spoke favorably of the
work and its outlook (8} Doctor Howard would chenge his tone before
many snows. The first chaplain of the Hospice, Father Charles Collin,
was nemed in the féll of 1875 end filled the post until April, 1876 (9).

On December 24, 1875, Sister Teresa of Jesus obtained a loan
from the Provinciesl Government for the sum of sixty thousend Dollars
(860,000.} at the rate of 6% to help defray the building expenses (10).

A new period opens on Maerch 8, 1879. Sometimes a slight swell
in the ripples gives warning thet the wind is rising, and that e stomm .
is on its way; the history of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital holds no brief
of exemption frOm-the wildest storms. Doctor Henry Howard, who had been
medical superintendent since the foundation of the work, met with en
accident in Mar&h 1879, but with good care and attention shortly made
a complete recovery. Durihg his absence, Doctor Elzear Roy was nemed
his substitute pro tem but announced that he was to be assistant medical
superintendent after Doctor Howard's-recovery; he began his regular

visits to the wards on March 11, 1879.' On March 28, of the seme year,

(7) Annels of St-Jesn-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, p. 16
(8) Ibid.

(9) 1Ibid, p. 26
(10) 1Ibid, p. 27
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Messrs Smith, Duges, Pillet and Robidoux mede a general inspection of
the Hospice, stating that they were officially sent by the Provincial
Government. Apparently, they seemed satisfied with their findings but
left no 6lue to the official report they were forwarding to the Govern-
ment. There were certainly problems that called for frank and open
discussion, but all avenues of approech were closed against the Sisters.
Silence reigned, yet a painful tension hung over the work; all felt they
were held under suspicion, but of what?

As far back as November 1878, it was said that Doctor Howard had
Teceived orders from the Provincial Government which had entirely chenged
his way of dealing with the Administration. For a certain time the
newspapers hed been calling for reform, for the curtailing of Govermment
expenditure, and openly blaming the current method of dealing with inst-
itutions; rather, hinting that all institutions should be put under
political control, where only political choice could sway. In other
words, to get rid of the Sisters and give the reins over to political
éppointees (11).

Here was the ﬁhole secret dressed up in new nemes and shades.
Orders were also given that Doctor Howard only could admit patients to
the Hospice St—Jeén—de—Dieu, end he was warned to admit the fewest possible.
A new Commission was formed to examine the patients found in the prisons;
it insisted that.special attention must be paid to send but the minimum
number to the Hospice (12). Those alréady interned in the Eospice were

to be re-exemined, end as many as possibie must be released without

(11) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, De 176

(12} 1vid, p. 177
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delay (13). In the Contract between the Government and the Community,
it was agreed that the former should furnish not less than three hundred
patients; here was a point of conflict at once. If there were fewer
admissions, and if too many were discharged, clearly the work would be
ruined; and to pile wood on the fire, all sorts of false reports against
the Hospice were broadcast to the public; 1. The Hospice was accﬁsed of
retaining patients who had fully recovered. 2. The Hospice was accused
of admitting patients through fraud. Doctor Howard who assumed the role
of emptying the Hospice said repeatedly: "The Government receives
continual complaints against the Hospice and I em bound to give justice
where due." His conéeption of justice was not taken from the Sermon on
the Mount. |

Sister Teresa of Jesus, who felt most keenly the storm that was
raging on all sides, resolved to write to the Govermnment officials
directly end ask them to come out frankly ard tell what fault they found
with the Administration of the Hospice; she asked for a candid open
answer, and promised in return to give eny explanation they would ask .(14).
In a letter dated.Jénuary 3, 1879, Honorable HE.J. Joly, Prime kiinister
of the Province, answered that they had received no complaints and that
they had none to meke (15). Then, where was the truth? There was
surely conspiracy somewhere. On May 10, 1879, Doctor Howard sent a list
of names of fourteen patients, asking for all data concerniﬁg their
admission, their place of residence end so forth. Sister Teresa of

Jesus, concluding that these patients were on the verge of being discherged,

(13) Annals of St-Jean~de-Dieu Hospital, Vole I, pe 177

(14) 1Ivid
(15) 1Ivia
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hed a detailed account of the mental condition of esch immediately sent
.to the Provincial Secretary. This report waes besed on exsct details;

the condition and cause of the petient's admission to the Hospice, his or
her present condition, and the dangers for himself and others of his
return to society; this last point was particularly stressed. Notwith-
stending all these precautions, on May 14, 1879, an order came from the
Provincial Government ordering the immediate discharge of the fourteen
aforesald patients. The majority of those patients were really danger-
ous, hence & menace to soclety; five only were of milder form, with some
hope of recovery. On lMay 31, 1879, these patients were given their
release from the Hosbice, except a few who were kept until their relatives
could come for them (16},

All institutions sérving the public are open to public censure;
this is an accepted fact. At first the Sisters, not wishing to step into
the limelight, did not refer to the press for help; but, seeing the
battle rage, fully armed on all sides, they were advised by some very
worthy journalists to let them take up the fight. They hesitated at
first but consulted Bishop Bourget, as to what was best to do. Bishop.
Bourget answered. "Your enemies use the press to praise the Government
for what it is doing to economize, b& releasing the patients. You must
use the press to tear off the mask of the enemy that is working in the
darke Their aim is to take hold of the work you are doing at price of
great sacrifice. The only meens left is to sway the Government by force

.of public opinion; this mey meke it turn from the peth it has taken. It

(16} Annals of St-Jesn-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, ps 177
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will be hard for you, but it would be harder still not to be able to do
the good Divine Providence has visibly called you to dof Peece that
consists in letting wrong triumph is not peace in God's sight" (17).

"Le Nouveau Monde' published an esrticle on June 3, 1879, well
weighed and well expressed about the way the Government was treating the
insene; 1t spered no terms in putting the question clearly on the agenda.
"La Minerve" of June 5, 1879, commenting on the article of the "Le Nouvesau
llonde" texed the Govermment with downright cruelty in discharging patients
who were at once helpless and dengercus; the wording was clear-cut and
incisive, and there was no mincing of temms. Doctor EHoward did not |
ellow himself to be influenced by newspaper articles, as, the very day
this article appeered, he and his assistant, Doctor E. Roy, visited the
wards end announced the discherge of forty more patients. In the evening,
before leaving, he left a list of names in the Office, end asked that
the date should be prepared without deley. The work of destruction was
in full swing; the first success had been too well marked (18). During -
the night, another letter was prépared by Sister Teresa of Jesus, ad-
dressed to Honorablé Alexander Cheauveau, Provinciel Secretary, giving
full date and all details that could fully wern him and his colleagues
of the denger involved by such & disastrous step (19).‘ This letter wias
mailed June 6, 1879 (20). Despite all these precautions, on June 14,
en order came from Quebec seying in summary terms that the forty patients
~must be turned away immédiately. The Doctors who in their economic

zeal were beginning to fear the consequences of delays hed possibly

(17) "Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1879

(18) Annals of St-Jesn-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, p. 182
(19) Archives of the Provincial Govermment, Quebec

(20) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospitel, Vol. I, p. 183
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inject some remarks-which forced the officials to add the word "immediat-
ely"s It also meant to accuse the Sisters of retaining patients after an
order was given; it was an unfortunste word that came down in history as
a blemish on the Quebec Government of thet day.

Sister Teresa of Jesus on receiving this cruel order took pains
to wire Honorable Alexendre Chauveawn, Provincial Secretary, as follows:
"ontreal, June 14, 1879. Does the Government which has ordered me to
turn gwey forty patients immediately expect that they leave without
giving time to inform their relatives, or those who placed them here?"

(signed) Sister Teresa of Jesus, Superior.
The ansvwer did not tarry. "Quebec, June 14, 1879. The Govermment does
not exact that, but will not pay for their care after their discharge."
(signed) A. Chauveau, Provincisal Secretary (21).
The wording of the message was laconic but decided; it meant simply that
from the dete of discharge, June 14, the peatients remained in charge of
the Sisters who were to provide and care for them, until such time that
their own could come for them. On June 18, 1879, the following notice
wes inserted in all the English and French newspapers of liontreal:
"The Directresses of the Hospice for the insane at Longue Pointe, inform
the relatives and ‘those interested, that by orders of the Doctors of
the Hospice, on June 14, the Government ordered the immediate discharge
of forty patients. ¥From the dste of said discharge.the Directresses
have hed to assume all expenses of care of sald patients;hence they

request the parents end those interested, to come for their patients

(21) Annals of St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, p. 185
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as soon as possible. On the 23rd instent they will have to release those
who will not have been claimed. Will those who will receive this notice
kindly answer as soon as possible?" (22}.

"Le Nouveau Monde! on publishing this note, warned the public of
the release of several dangerous patients, and added: "Attacking the
insene in the neme of economy is the last act of folly of the Provincial
Government, which is already such a burden to the Province". The news-
papers of the Province now renged in battle royal; it would be naive to
think that it was ell in sympathy for the Hospice, but political interests
made use of this pretext to lash hard and fast.

They classed &s follows:
Yor the Hosplce ' Ageinst the Hospice

"Le Nouveeu Monde" hontreal "The Herald" 1llontreel

"La llinerve™ n ' _"La Patrie" "

"The Gazette™" "

"The Witness™® n

"The Star” "

"The Evening Post" "

"Le Canadien" Quebec

"L'Evenement" "
All this did not affect the course of events, as on June 19, Sister
Teresa of Jesus received an order to classify, for the next day, all the
idiots snd imbeciles. This orxder Was‘most surprising, as it belonged to

the Doctors exclusively to classify the patients. Already and on several

(22) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, p. 186
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occasions Doctor Howard had said thaf the Government wented to get rid
of all the idiots and imbeciles end leave only the dangerous cases in the
Hospice. Two days later, Doctor Howard and his assistant, boctoriE. Roy,
on arriving et the Hospice, inquired in s tone of imperious ins lence if
their orders had been complied with; to which Sister Teresa of Jesus
calmly replied that the clessificstion was not made, as that belonged to
the Doctors only. Indignant on seeing his orders thwarted, Doctor
Howard with his assistant, went through the different wards and had the
patients lined up and examined; it was evident that enother eviction
was at hend. Before leaving the Hospice, Doctor Howard told the Sisters
that Sister Teresa of Jesus would pay dearly for her disobedience to =a
public officer. ‘"Dhe Gazette" in the meanwhile hed put the public in
touch with what was being done, and with no terms of praise. On June
22nd, Doctor Howard answered the article in "The Gazette', and gave two
reasons as explenation of his doings. 1. That what he did was for the
Sisters. 2. That the Sisters knew nothing about the care of the insane.
"Le Nouveau lMonde™ commenting on the article printed in "The Gazette",
protested stronglyAagainst the denger incurred by the public by such
injustice.

By now we have reached July 1, 1879, end it is time to introduce
two véry true friends of the Community, Senator F.X.A. Trudel, and
Francis A. Quinn, two eminent members'qf the Canadian Bar; from that
day forward they were the tireless frien@s and defenders of the Hospice

in all its troubles. On learning from the Sisters what the press had
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not told them, they both concludea that the surest way to put an end to
the trouble would be to call on the Government for an investigation.
"An investigation will justify you before the pubdic; you will survive
it well." This question which was very important was also referred to
Bishop Bourget, the ever faithful counsellor in all needs. He advised:
"Do not ask for an investigation; expose all your difficulties to the
Government; meke out an appeal in favor of your work, and attest things
as they are, and bveg the Government to rely on the truth and sincerety
of your words. These are the facts; you have as much right to be believed
8s your slanderers have; and tell them that if they insist on an in-
vestigation, you are ready to submit to it™ (23). The Sisters informed
Senator Trudel of Bishop Bourget's advice, to which he replied: "It is
different from mine, but you must follow itf Bishop Bourget is a saint
end he hes had more experience then all of us together. Gather up all
the reasons of justification you have in order to open the Government
officials' eyes, end then add 'After these explanations if you refuse
to believe, we are ready to submit to an investigation on the pointé
we have mentionéd' (24)." An eppeal with complete details of all that
hed occurred wes carefully made end repeatedly revised. When finally
ready it was signed by Mother Amable, Supetior General, and counter-
signed by Sister Teresa of Jesus, the Superior of the Hospice, and dated
July 12, 1879.

On July 20, 1879, news reached the Sisters that a new law was to

be presented at the current Session concerning the care of the insene;

(23) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital for 1879.

{24) Annals of St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hospital, Vole. I, p. 211.




it it

according to the skeleton of the project, this law would be entirely un-
favorable to the Hospice St-Jean-de-Dieu. Father Leclerc, chaplain of
the Hospice and fearless defender of the ceuse, with Senator Trudel and
Mr. Feb. Quinn, K.C., left for Guebec at once, to keep check on the
progress of the mensce; and they in turn called for Sister Teress of
Jesus. Through the intervention of Senator Trudel, the clauses of the
project which had been most harmful to the Hosplce were changed, and the
whole was modified to such an extent that without being completely
satisfactory, was at least tolerable. In September, 1879, the Govern-
ment officials tried to press Sister Teresa of Jesus to ask for an in-
vestigetion, to whom she politely answered: "I will not ask for en in-
vestigation but we are ready to submit to it whenever the Government may
order it."” The Govermment finally did decide to hold the investigation,
but without fixing any date. The Provincilel Secretary, Honorasble Alex-
andre Chauveau, had vromised Father Leclerc that there would be no more
discharging of patients until after the investigation had taken place (25).
The chaplain had'barely returned home from Juebec when an order came from
the Government for the dismissal of thirty-five more patients., Where
were fhe promises made only a few days previously? TFather Leclers took
the first train beck to Quebec, and tried hard to obtain an interview with
the Provincial Secretary but all the doors were closed; he then insisted
on seeing the Prime llinister and told him bluntly of the promises mede
end not kepf. A few days later Father Leclerc was back at his post, with

a formal promise from the Prime Minister, lr. E.J. Joly, thet nothing

. (25) Archives of the Provincisl Govermment, Quebec
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more would be done before the completion of the investigation (26).

In October, 1879, certain critical remarks were made by some male

attendants against Doctor Elzear Roy's conduct with the patients. These
remarks being of a very serious nature, Sister Teresa of Jesus warned the
attendants to be very cautious in their words; there was no gain_saying
the fact that measures must be teaken to find out whether the accusations
were true or false. A few days later one of the attendants called on
Sister Terese of Jesus to give details that were only too convineing.
At sea as what was best to do, she advised him to comsult Father Poulin
who was acting chaplain in the ebsence of Father Ledlerc; the attendant
did so at once. Divine Providence arranges things in the wisest and
best way, and uses very ordinary meens to reach Its ends.

On October 17, 1879, Senator Trudel -called on the Sisters for a
friendly visit, end Father Poulin availed himself of this opportunity
to lay the case before him. "Should I advise the Sisters to notify
the Govermment? How go ebout it? As there are complicetions between
the Community and the Doctors, will the Government teke this as an
underhanded plot to get rid of Doctor Roy? On the other hand, sooner
or later, truth will prevail and the Sisters may be blamed for not
having spoken sooner? Deépite the measures telren for moral reasons, as
far as can be under the circumstences, will I not be blamed for not
taking aotioﬁ with the Govermment, in the absence of the regular chaplain?®
Senator Trudél welghed the question thoughtfully, and then replied:

"I em of the opinion that I should speak; the Sisters trust me as their

(26) Archives of the Provinciael Govermnment, Juebec
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legal adviser and thet binds me to help them. I must see the attendant
whe first laid complaint asgeinst Doctor Roy. I am glad the Sisters have
only a vague knowledge of the matter, and I will arrange things that
they will not hear more. It is already enough for them to know that a
public official forgets his dignity; there is no need for them to know
how or on what occasion. The attendants laid the complaint; they will
have to prove the facts if needs be'. He cealled for the three attend-
ants who had laid the complaint, interviewed them privetely, end on
leaving, simply seid, "I will take care of the case; do not worry".

The following day he came back with Ilr. Therodx, Justice of the pesce;
he hed each attendent fill an affidavit of all he had witnessed, end
had it sworn to before the justice of the peace. He then sent the three
affidavits to Father Leclerc who was 11l at Juebec, with instructions
to teke up the matter with the Government officials, but not to give up
the papers, Fether Leclerc who was unable to leave his Troom, asked
Doctor Laberge to teke the message, but to return the papers to him,
Doctor Laberge went immediately to Honorable Alexandre Chauveau, the
Provincial Secretary, and showed him the pepers; lr. Chauveau took

the pepers and refused to return them, stating that having been inform-
ed of such conditions action must be taken. When this reached Senator
Trudel's ears he quietly said: "God has acted more quickly than we did;
all will be for His greeter glory.Q - The Provincial Secretary wired
Sister Terese of Jesus at once that Doctor Roy was suspended from

service at the Hospice, and then he sent the affidavits directly to
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Doctor Roy himself. Doctor Roy blemed.the Sisters outright for this
act of conspiracy, and left at once for Quebec to protest of his in-
nocence, and to insist that the inguiry be opened without any farther
delay; then full justice would .be given him. To the great surprise of
all concerned, on October 30, Doctor Roy who had been suspended by the
Provincial Secretary, resumed his regular visits to the wards, as if
nothing had ever occurred. Sister Teresa of Jesus immediately made
inguiries of the Provincial Secretary concerning this strange state of
affairs. The Provincial Secretary curtly replied that he hed given
Doctor Roy orders to resume his work at the Hospice. Now is the time
when the storm will rage in all its fury! The blackest of slanders
were hurled ageinst the Community, and those of the Hospice in pertic-
ular; several envoys were sent among the Ledies of Charity eand other
charitable persons who helped the Sisters in thé works of chérity; in
a word nothing diabolic was spared. The accused became the sccuser;
he used terms too indecent for quotation; and he found willing help~
ers and many of fhem.

Father Leclerc stood firm as rock to defend the superior,
Sister Teresa of Jesus, who in spite of her intrepidity needed all
the help Divine Providence could give her to pilot her skiff against
such a storm (27). At last, on October 8, 1879, a letter from Honor-
eble H.J. Joly, Prime linister (28) of the Province, ennounced that
the investigation would be held. It opened on October 16, 1879, and

was pnresided over by Mr. Smith and Mr. de Martigny, representing the -

- (27} Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, ¥ol. I, p. 251

(28) 1Ibid.
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Provincial Govermment, while Senator F.X.i. Trudel end MNr. Fed. Quinn,K.C.
represented the Community of Sisters of Charity of Providence, as their
legal advisers (29). It was decided that Doctor Elzear Roy's case would
be heard first, and as the Sisters were not the direct plaintiffa, they
should not be questioned on the matter. The witnesses ageinst Doctor
Roy were:

Doctor ¥y X+ Perreault

Zotique Guy, attendant

Jacques Robert, Attendant

Their evidence was crushing both agsinst Doctor Howard's medical

mistakes end Doctor Roy's lack of human dignity. On November 5, 1879,
the Provinciel elections were held and the investigation adjourned until
the new Ministers could obtain full knowledge of matters. On December 9,
1879, the investigation was resumed and oﬁ December 10, Sister Teresa of
Jesus was called to the stand; the teking of her testimony covered three
full days. On December 18th, Doctor Howard was called and pleaded strong-
ly in favor of his assistant, Doctor Elzear Roy. Doctor Roy pleaded that
the investigation should be continued in order that he might have witness-
es from the outside to take his part; but the Government representatives

concluded that the investigation was held for the Hospice, end not for: the

On the next day Sister Teresa of Jesus received the following letter from

Bishop Bourget. (31).

(29) Annaels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, p. 234

(30) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, for 1879
(31) Annels of St-Jjeen-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, pe. 249

J

outside, so the proceedings were definitely closed on December 18, 1879 (30!
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Montreal, December 13, 1879.
My dear Sister Teresa:

This new trial will be the cementing of the work
in favor of the insane. It will help more for the success of the work
then the fine buildings and comfort that spreng up as by enchantment.
All was doing too well; the wind of hell hed to make itselt felt. Keep
up courgge and have great confidence.

(signed) Ignatius, Bishop of Montreal (32)
The following spring, to be exact, llarch 6, 1880, the Administration
of the Hospice Sﬁ-Jéan—de-Dieu wes notified by the Provincial Secretary,
Honoreble E«T. Paguet, that Doctor E. Roy was removed from his post of
assistant medical superintendent, and would be replaced by Doctor E. E.
Deschamps.

It was customary in those days to close the fiscal year on June

30, Ve find in the records that on June 30, 1880, there were 720 patients

in Hospice St-Jean-de-Dieu.

All was pot yet over as events will prove. On November 6,'1880,
an order was received from the Provincisl Govermment at Quebes, to dis-
charge immediately thirteen patients. Doctor Howard hed given these
instructions without consulting Doctor Perreault, the house Doctor, who
whs in immediste contact ﬁith the patients' condition. Sister Teresa
of-Jesus wired in reply to the Provincial Secretary, Honoreble E. T,
Peguet, "I will obey, but I protest‘with all the respect so serious a
matter calls for.” | |

(signed) Sister Teresa of Jesus, Superior.

(32) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. I, p. 297




In the meanwhile the femilies of the poor patients were notified, and
Doctor Perresult prepared a medical Teport givfng clear proof of the
imprudence and injustice af such an act. Sister Teresa of Jesus wrote

to the Provincial Secretary approving the report Doctor Perresult had
sent, and meking particular reference to the daﬁger to which the respect-
ive families and the public at large were exposed., She suggested that
the Government officials should consult the documents alreaedy sent
concerning Doctor Howard's unjust doings.

Wg must give credit for an act of generosity onm the part of the
Provincial Government. On Mey 8, 1882, the sum of Fifteen hundred emd
fifteen dollars {$1515.} still due on the loan of Sixty Thouseand Dollars
($60,000. ) mede in 1875, was requitted to the Hospice St-Jesn-de~Dieu.
The request was made by Sister Teresa of Jesus and was duly honored. (33).

The greatest fury of the stomm haa rassed but the skies were

not yet cloudless.

(33) innals of St-Jdean-de-Diey Hospital, Vol. I, pe. 386.
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CHAPTER 1III.

1889

Sister Teresa of Jesus, Sister Megdelen of the Sacred Heart, Ar.
Gustave Lamothe, Dr. L.J. Bourgque, and Dr. E. Barolet, left Lontreal on
the Serdinia, June 5, 1889, and docked in Liverpool ten days later after
& stormy crossing; but this was quickly forgotten once they set foot on
English soil (1}. On the way over some clergymen, snd even some Catholic
passengers warned the Sisters that their religious garb would hinder them
from visiting Institutions in Frence, for the simple reason that religious
would not be admitted (2). It is true thet ail religious had quite recent-
ly been expelled from France, and enti-religious and anti-Csatholic pre jud-
ices were rempent. Convents had been looted, the Sisters driven aweay
from the patients they took care of, end atrocities committed that are
better forgotten. To the Sisters this was = distressing problem, when
they were so near the object of their trevels. Sister Teresa of Jesus-
examined the question calmly, end concluded that they would face thg
situation, and meke & change only when obliged to do so. She end her
compeanion were égain warned not to be surprised if they were insulted
on the streets or on the trains; others had received like treatment. Ko
time must be lost in beginning their work; deys and expenses had to be
reckoned with ecoﬁomy.

They first turned to the.English institutions and begean by

Relnhill, en esylum a short distence from Liverpool (3}. An insoript-

(1) Archives of St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hosvital, "Voyage en Europe' p. 7

(2) 1Ivid, p. 14

{3) Ivid, p. 15.
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ion over the gete-way carried the figures-18684; the date of foundation.

It was a square edifice built of brick with high towers that broke the
monotony; a high wall and a moat surrounded the grounds. The landscape
trim was beautiful. The whole party was made welcome with reel English
courtesy, and all the information sought, either from the medical or
legal administrators- was graciously given. The next place visited was
Prestwich Asylum (4) in a small town fifteen miles from Manchester.
The gate-keeper was nonplussed on seeing two religious, but on learning
the purpose of their quest, opened wide the gates to receive them. The
Superintendent wias delighted to welcome Cenasdian visitors, and was
flattered to know they had crossed the Atlentic to see what their English
neighbors were doing, and how they went about it. Prestwich was for
poor patients only, but as far as good teste and good provision in the
set-up, it might be considered the most imﬁortant asylum in Englend.
Specizl attention was given to the cultural and aesthetic tastes of
the patients; statues, fine paintings, fine wood-work, flowers and birds
in profusion. Doctor Ley, the superintendent, spoke in favor of light,
trees, flowers end birds as a very helpiul part of psychiatric treat-
ment. Several medical men whom they met in different institutions
advised them té visit Scotland without feil, as there they would find
what wes best (5). ‘

The next stop was at Crighton Roysl Institute, Dumfries,
Scotland (6). Now the question camé up abruptly; would the Sisters in -

religious garb be admitted to Protestant Scottish institutions? The

(4) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, '"Voyage en Europe", p. 20

(5) Ivid, p. 26

(6) Ibid, p. 27
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only wey to know was to knock at the door. The welcome was genuine

and most gracious; the Doctors and other members of the steff vied with
each other to be of interest to their Amarican visitors; and nothing was
left undone. Crighton Institute was the richest set-up met so far, with
architecture and paintings of the finest taste, and entirely independ-
ant of Government control; yet a large number of poor patients from that
section of Scotland were sheltered there. Hard by was the Castle once
owned by the larquis of Jueensbury but now used aé a home for patients
in need of guiet and rest; the surroundings wers beautiful and the house
exquisitely furnished. The Superintendent gave letters of introduction
to the Superintendent of Woodilee Asylum, near (tlasgow, and Morningside,
in the vicinity of Edinburg (7). These letters prepared the way for a
grecious reception, and were of great help. WVoodilee Barony, parochial
Asylum (8) was for the poor only, and possibly not as richly furnished
es elsewhere, but remarkeble for its clesnliness and home-1ilke atmosphers,
Then Morningside (9):near Edinburg where the Teception wes very cordial
end all the infomrmation given in the most friendly terms. The Protestent
Doctors end officials seemed flattered to be able to lend some of their
wealth of experience to seekers coming from so fer. Something unigue
was met et llorningside: e monthly paper edited and printed exclusively
by the patients; it was a tentative effort but the results were very
satisfactory. (10) Here they met Doctor Clousen, a renowned pSychiatrist
and author of several books on mental diseases (11).

Ho one visiting Edinburg for the first time can leave without

(7) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, "Voyage en Europe", p. 31
(8) 1Ibid, p. 31 :
(9} 1Ivid, p. 32

(10) Ibid, pe. 39

(11) 1Ibid, p. 37
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paying a visit to Holyrood Castle, the home of the Scpttish kings; Qur
party was not in guest of psychietric information this time, but wished to
remble between historic walls. First they visited the apartments of

Liary Stuart, the idol of Scottish Catholics; her bved-room, her bed, her
cheir, her teble and chalrs; the room where Rizzio, her secretary was
rurdered, History had been enacted there; membry looks over the place
vith a sigh. From Holyrood they went to the citadel where more precious
relics of the Stuarts are preserved (12).

The fear of being turned away in Frotestant Scotlend was mow
dispelled; nonc btut memories of grecious kindness, iine helpiul sug-
gestions and extfeme courtesy were carried eway. Back in Ingland they
visited the 4sylum of Bethlehem (known es Bsdlam) on the Themes (13}.
Thig wes an old institution where patients had been treated for the
last three hundred years; it was once a‘convent. Then followed Cane
Hill (14) in the vicinity of London, possibly one ol the most modern
asylums in Englend at thet time. Trees, shrubs and foliage lent
teauty to the place; here too the Superintendent end steff were most
willing to give‘all the information sought. Cane Hill had the best
case-history records found anywhere, ranging from the photograph
teken et the ﬁatient's edmission, until the lest dieg;mosis had been
successful or failed in death. There was a library and a daily read-
ing-room in each werd, instead of the general library ﬁet with else~

where (15). On June 26, 1889, the perty left London where they met

so meny anxieties at the outset, carrying eway only most agreeable

(12) Archives of St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hospital, 'Voyage en Europe", p. 40
(13} 1Ibid, p. 51
(14) Ivid, p. 54
(15) 1Ibid, pe 61
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impressions and a wealth of usefu; information noted down. Divine Prov-
idence had rolled the big stones aviay.

Xow on the Continent and st Gand, Belglum, on June 27, 1889,
where they visited the Hospice de Guislain first; it had been founded
in 1779 (16) &and the Brothers of Cherity had been in charge since 1815.

A few more institutions were visited in RBelgiom but without yielding

much information; mental hygiene was yet in its primitive form in that

part of the world. From Belgium to Peris, end Asile Ste. Anne, where

they met the celebrated psychietrist, Doctor lagnan (17). The orgen-

ization of the institution offered nothing very useful to note. La

Salpetriére with 1ts seven hundred patients did not offer much appeal {18).

The Sisters were shocked by the wey the female patients were clad; their

attire was barely decent. Charenton (19) had once been gnder the care

of the Brothers of St. John of God who were expelled by the French

Revolution. The institution, beautifully situated on the banks of the

Seine, admitted only private boarders, aend the fees were extremely high.
After visiting the shelters of poor suffering humanity, they turn-

ed towards Lou:des which they reached on July 15. On the blessed ground

wvhere the Immaculete Jueen of Heaven had apreared to the shepherdess

Bernedette, they Imelt in prayer of thenks and suﬁplication; s0 many

to remember and to pray for, so much to be grateful for, and so meny

needs of suffering humenity to plesd for. This visit wes & memory to

cesrry away for e life-time and unéil the vision of Heaven would be given

to all. On June 23rd, they reached Rome, Italy, and visited the Asylum

6) Archives of St-Jjean~de-Dieu Iospital, '"Voyage en Europe™, p. 62
) Ibid, p. 91

18} Ivid, pe 93
)} Ibid, p. 98
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of lanicomio (20) but found nothing worthy of note. By now Doctor
Bourque and Doctor Barolet had gone on to Paris to follow.the clinics
given there, checked as part of their program, since the start. On
July 25, 1889, first the two Sisters and then their faithful guide, Mr.
Gustave Lamothe, were grented a private audience with His Holiness Pope
Leo XIII (21). Many meny years later Sister llagdalen of the Sacred
Heart would recell that hour with deepest emotion. His Holiness in-~
guired of the Sisters where they were from, the object of their visit
to Europe, and meny other details of their work. He gave them a special
blessing for themselves, their families, thei; work, and all their
intentions, and blessed all the religious articles they had with them.
Then, Mr. Lamothe was presented and blessed in turn, end His Holiness
made special mention of his family and his work; he also inquired

about the situation in Cenada but deplored -its divisions. The troubles
alluded to by His Holiness were varied.

"The depression of 1884-1885 led to economic unrest which" -
"brought about the execution of Louls Riel (metis}, leader of ¢
"the Rorth West Rebellion, on November 16, 1885, ,
"The Ontario re-action to the passing of the Jesuits' Estate Act"
of Quebec in 1888. The Jesuit Order hed been suppressed by Pope®
"Clement XIV, in 1773, end its properties confiscated by the "
"British Government, after the occupation of Cenada. These "
"estates were held in trust by the Goverament, the funds and u
"revenues ‘to be used for educational purposes. The Society of ™
"Jesus was restored in 1813, and the Jesuits returned to Cansda
"in 1842, and &t the -time of the Confederation in 1867, the "
"control of the estates passed from Canada to the Province of
"tuebec, Disputes arose even among Catholics, who should "
"receive the estates, the Jesuit Order or the Hierarchy, then *
"it became & political issue. -Finally in 1888, Prime ilinister
Honoré lercier, of Quebes, had a Bill passed, known as the . i
"Jesuits' Estate Act. A sum of $400,000 was voted -as compensa- !

(20} Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, "Voyage en Europe', p. 141

(21) 1Ibid, p. 221




"tion, the money to be divided emongs the Church, Lavel
"University, and the Jesuits. The Protestent minority "
"in Juebec supported this largely because & similar w
"favor had had been granted for their schools.

"?he opposition to the Bill ceme from the Orange"
Modges of Ontario. The 4ct had provided thet the ratio"
of division should be fizxed by the Tope; this aroused
e cherge of ovepel Aggrecsion'. The terms of the &
"British liorth Americen Act gave the federal Government!
"power to disallow Provincial legislation; Cntario "
"clamered for the disallowance oi the Act, but the move"
was defeeted."

YThe Dominion TFarliement forbid the use of French®
"in the legislature end the judiclal procedure of the Y
"iorth West. This wes contrery to the specliic guarantee
"oiven in 1875, &nd was defeated i the House ci Commong' (22)

orom Rome the party moved oa to ilan end la iLlanicomio de
Montebvello (£23) Lut Ffound nothing more then in the other esylums of

R
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the Contirent. 48 & generel survey of ell tiic pleces visited,
clearly evident theat all simed ot having their institutions very cleen,

s

zs "0leanliness is next to godliness. All tried too to treet the

o

noor with kindness. Zommelities for admission to Asylums were almost
identical ceveryvhere, but less severe than in the Province of Luebec.
Asylums in Turope are generelly built outside of large cities, yet with

5

2 best asylums were found in Dcotland; they aimed at giv-

gasy eccess. The
ing to the podr what the rich elresdy hed. English ecsylums clung to
decorations iq tke interior, while the exterior, most oiften of vricl,
wes less imposing. 1 ‘"tu“al veauty wes & dominent note with thewm: birds,
flowers, shrubs, trees in ebundence everyvhere. The asylums on the
Continrent left room for 1mprovement in nmeny ways, but uowhere was there

round a law geverning en esylum resembli. Bill ko 6 of 1885. (24]

The most delipghtiul hour of & trip is the hour of home-

(22} Archives of Loyola College, lontreel, 1889
(23) Archives of Lt-Jdeen~de-~Dieu Hospitel, "Voyege en hurope”, p. 141
(24) Ibid, p. 233. '




coming. The party left Havre, France, August 10, 1889, and docked
in New York on August 19, with much to be grateful for, to men for their

kindness, and to God for all. (25)

\

(25) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, '"Voysge en Rurope', p. 239.




CHAPTER IV
1890-1897

May 5, 1890, was a dull cold day; the ground was moist end there
were still remnants, around the fences, of the winter's snow. (1}

It was during the Community dinner-time, about fen minutes of
twelve, that the alamm of "Fire! Firel" was given by loud knocking on
the refectory door. The Sisters found that the chapel and the two adjoin-
ing wards were in flames. A telephone call was made at once to the Fire
Department in Montreal, but it took the brigade three quarters of an
hour to reach the .scene and by that time the fire had gained great head-
way. The wind was not so strong but the fire raged intensely, as if
driven by some unseen force; when the women's section was completely
ablaze, the fire deliberately, it seemed, turned to the men's section.
The rescuing brigede, made up of Sisters, doctors, attendants; help,
neighbors, and willing hends, was installed in the shortest time, and
all worked unsparingly to save the patients, and ﬁarticularly those who
could not help themselves (2) The Brothers of Charity of the hearb&
St. Benoit Retréat came and worked like heroes until night-fall, and

all was over. When the elarm was first given, all the patients able to

realize, immedistely left the building, and many of them even gave efficient |

help in rescue works Dbut there was a large number of others who had to
be removed, and once ocut of danger'had to be watched closely, lest they
plunge into the flames again. There was no loss of life in the men's

section, but the women's section paid a terrible toll: five Sisters and

(1) Annals of St~Jean~-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, p. 272

(2) 1Ibvid, p. 273




eighty-one female patients (3). . -

The only aveilsble plece to receive the poor sick and infim
patients, until shelter could be found for them, was the fields around
the Hospice. Mattrésses saved from the fire were spread on the cold,
damp ground, and the patients were laid on them, with the sky for shelter.
In the space of four hours this large femily of the most afflicted of
all the afflicted had become homeless, bedless, without food or shelter,
and with only the clothes they had worn that forenoon to cover them.
Providence witnessed their misery and prepasred kind hearts to help them (4).
The Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec, Mr. Honoré Marcier, had
ordered by telephone several ambulences and other vehicles to carry the
patients where they might be sent for shelter (5). The most infimm
petients were sent to the Sisters' Infirmary at St. Isidore Convent,
three hundred women, to the Mother House of the Sisters of Charity of
Providence, eighty to the Asylum of Providence, and one hundred, to the
Institution for the Deaf Mutes, where the Sisters gave up their beds to
shelter the needy. Five hundred men were 1odge& in the barns of the
Hospice, one hundred others with the Brothers of Charity of St. Benoit's
Retreat, end sixty more in the local school-house at Longue Pointe (6).
llany patients were teken home by their relatives, but of those quite a
number had to be returned within a short time. All the women who were able
to help were lodged in the laundry building which had not been destroyed.
The Jesuit Fathers offered their summer house on the banks of the St.

Lawrence, and their offer was gladly -accepted for sixty little idiot

(3) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, p. 275
(4} 1Ibid, p. 275
(5} 1Ibid

‘ (6} 1Ivbid, p. 276
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girls (7). That night, 1f guite.late, all the poor homeless patients
were sheltered for the first night at least. The great question now
was where to find food for so many; however the Sisters in charge of
the kitchen which the fire had spared affimmed that Providence provided
emple supplles, yet which would not have been enough the day before.
Thanks to this kindness of Divine Providence no one went supperless to
bed (8). Later in the evening supplies sent by the Provincisl Govern-
ment provided amply for the needs of the morrow. Sunrise the ﬁext morn-
ing brought the whole tragedy into daylight; the Hospice in eshes, fur-
niturs, clothing, pentry supplies all gone. In the men's section, some
bedsteads and two pilenos were all that had been saved. The chapel was -
completely destroyed, and a clerical patient had barely time to save the
Blessed Sacrement; he hed left the sanctuary only a couple of minutes
when the loft‘fell with a crash (9)., a4 poor little patient who head
great devotion to our Blessed Loxd, knelt down and offered her life

to obtain that the Blgssed Sacrament would not perish (10}.

The Civic authorities of the City of Montreal offered the
buildings of the Exposition Grounds, at Mile End, Montreal, to house five
hundred men; their offer was accepted at once. They were sheltered from
sun and rain and wind there, but there were no cooking facilities. The
cooking had to be done at the kitchen of the Hospice and sent out daily;
this was a complicated procedure but hed to be asccepted under the

conditions. Washing was another problem, as all the clothes had to be

brought beck to the laundry, and all fresh supplies sent from there;

(7) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospitel, Vol. II, p. 276
(8} 1Ivida, p. 272

(9) 1Ivida, p. 277

(10} Ivid.
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this state of affairs lastedwfo? four months and ten days.

One of the most importent and one of the hardest things to be
done without delay, was to take the census of the patients who were now
scattered on all sides; so meny of them could not remember their own
nemes, much less give their home addresses! Heappily, the indices, cards
and important pepers had been saved from disester, so with hard work,
and very careful scrutiny on the part of the Sisters and the attendents
in charge of the different departments, they succeeded in identifying
all. In the meanwhile enquiries were pouring in from ell sides, anxious
parents and relatives, all eager to know if their dear ones had perished.,
It took several busy painful days before ali was again somewhat in shape
to cope with the situation (11). On May 12, a funeral service was held
at St. Francis of Assisi church, Montreal, for the victims of the fire.
The attendence wes so large that the church was filled to capacity, and
the streets around were jemmed. Oxn May 18, 1890, & funersl service was
held at the Provincial House of the Sisters of Cherity of Providende,
Vancouver, Washington, for all those who had lost their lives in the
fire; this was a tribute of sisterly charity, most touching in its kind-
ness. On May 19, 1890, a funeral service was held at the Mother House
of Providence .for all who haed perished, end, on May 20, for the five
Sisters who had lost their lives (12).

In xeeping with the codes of Civil Law, an inquest was held which
covered several days, to determiﬁe.the cause of the fire {(13). The

verdict rendered on May 28, 1890, wes as follows: "Dhat the Jury

(11) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, Pe 277
(12) 1Ivid, p. 280
(13) Ivid, p. 278
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unanimously agrees that the bones of the persons found in the ruins of
£he Hospice St. Jean-de-Dieu, were those of victims who perished ip the
conflagration of May 5, instant, but it is impossible to ascertain how,
or in what part of the building, the fire originated. It is probeble,
however, than an infimm patient of St. Cecilia's ward, on the third floor,
started the fire, or that the fire was caused by sponteneous combustion
of saw-dust which had been used between the layers of the floor" (14).
Despite their grief, the relatives of the victims of the five were
resigned end acted in a really Christian way. They deplored the tragedy,
but they well understood that the members of the Community deplored it
still more. Sister Teresa of Jesus although in freil health for some
time, was not crushed; she saw all that she had worked for and fought
for in ashes, but with the energy of her strong will she simply said:
"The Hospice is in ashes, but the work of St-Jean-de-Dieu must keep

on".

The Administration of the Community immediately decided to dbuild
fourteen pavilions, easch 200' by 36°', twobstoreys high, with a space of
200' by 35' between. These pavilions, saven on each side were built
along the avenue that led to the former Hospice, with an outer corridor
linking them. At the end of eesch corridor was an extra pavilion, on
each Side, measuring one 65' by 20', and the other 85' by 20°; theée
to serve as pantry, kitchen, furnece room, genersl pentry, and pharmacy
cellar. A closed hand-car three‘layers high, running on rails, wes

used to carry the food to the different pavilions. Work began on the

(14) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II. pe. 277
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pavilions May 23, 1890 (15). On August 13, 1890, the female patients
lodged at the Imnstitution for Deaf Mutes were recalled to be the first
to occupy space in the new pavilions. On August 14, those from the
Mother House returned to teke up their gquarters too. On August 29, the
patients who were in the infirmery at St. Isidore Convent were brought
to Pavilion No 3, the new infimmary. On September 9, five hundred
patients who had been cared for at the Exposition Grounds since May 7,
Teturned to their new abode. On September 10, 1890, holy Mass was of-
fered for the first time in the new pavilions (16).

On September 10, 1890, the Imspectors of Prisons end Asylums
mede their regular visit and left the folloﬁing report: "The Buresu of
Inspectors to-day visited the buildings recently erected, and those
parts now under way of construction. They have a cheerful aspect,
easy to ventilate, well lighted, end as far as we cen see will be com-
fortable. The service of the patients will be easily carried on in
these pavilions, and the Sisters will be less tired as there are fewer
stairs to climb. The fourteen pavilions 200! long by 36' wide cover an
immense area snd may probably be the largest asylum now in existence.
It will take ﬁnother couple of months to put all ir shape end to class-
1fy the patients properly. The wards and the domitories are very clean.
The isolation rooms are of right size, and are comfortable. There is one
for each restless or excited patient.®

| (signéd) L.L.L. Desenlniers

AdLe de Martigny, Inspectors (17)

(15) dnnels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, p. 281
(16) 1Ibid, p. 296
(17) 1Ivid, P. 296
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On October 30, 1890, the first Mass was said in the men's section.
The chapel in the women's section was blessed by Father F. X. Leclerc,
cheplain, (18) on December 23, 1890, and the chapel of the men's section
on Januaery 14, 1891, by Father Marechal, VG (19). The Master hed
come home again to live with His most afflicted children! These
pavilions were to serve for the next ten years, until a new hospital
would replace them. Rome was not built in a day! The fiscal year ending
June 30, 1891, shows that the number of Government patients was 1262.(20)

The appalling news that Mother Teresa of Jesus had passed away

in her sleep, was announced early in the morning of November 23, 1891 (21)
No ado, no last message, just like &all her-busy life; this life was over,
her sails were trimmed, and she was off into the ocean of eternity. It
is true that she had been in frail health for some time past, but there
was no indication of so sudden a summons. She had told some members of
the Community some time before, 'When the Hospice was burnt, I asked
God as & favor to let me live long enough to see the poor patients all
comfortably housed. My work is done n6w§ God may cell me when He
wills" (22) Her prayer had been fully grented and He now celled her
Home; she was sixty-eight years old and had been & religious for forty-
five years (23). Messages of sympathy and letters came from all ranks;

_ the Hierarchy and the clergy, religious Communities, Govermment of-

(18} Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu- Hospital, Vols IIL;.pe. 296
(19) 1Ibid, p. 309 .

(20} 1Ivid, p. 322

(21} 1Ivid, p. 334

(22} 1Ibid, p. 331

(23) Archives of the Community, 1891
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ficials, and the press of the whole Province spoke of her as a great
friend of the poor and afflicted, end a woman of outstanding ebility

in handling difficult problems (24). Even those who had treated her harsh=-

ly, to say the least, and who had during her struggles with political of-
ficials, lacked the courtesy expected of eny gentleman in all circums -
tances, now thet she had gone, extolled her sterling qualities. Consol-
ing comments came from the poor, from the illiterate and uncouth patients
for whom she had made & home; they had hearts to remember what she hed
done for them, and for them particularly. Their "Mére Therese est
morte" said more then volumes.

When time ceme for her burial, Jemes O'Rourke, whom she had
hired as a messege boy years ago, but who by dint of hard work, had become
chief engineer of the Hospice, approesched Mother lary Godefroy, the
Superior Genersl, with & very pertinent request, that had to be settled
then end there. He had heard by some wild rumor, thet certain medical
men were esgeT to get hold of Mother Teresa's head, to exeamine her
brain closely. It must be remarked that while her head was unusually .
small, she was gifted to a lofty degree; hence the doctors wanted to
exemine her brain-structure scientifically. Whether this rumor was
tTue or false this was his request: would the Mother General permit

him, Jemes O'Rourke, to buy a solid brass casket to enclose her re-
mains? After her death her bo@y like those of all members of her Com-
munity hes been placed in a plain coffin, just four boards painted

black. There might have been some truth in the threat, and there was

(24) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, pe 337

(25) Ibid, p. 336
Archives of the Community, 1891.
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a world of love end gratitude in the petition. Mother Godefroy ponder-
ed over both, and after reflection she answered: "lother Teresa of Jesus
was always a faithful member of the Community end its regulations, so
she would went to be in death what she was in life; hence we must have
her funersl service in a plain black coffine You may buy the brass
casket, iay it beside her grave, and when the body reaches there, pleace
her bleck coffin inside the casket ". Seid and done. The mortel remains
of Mother Terese of Jesus née Cleophée Tetu, were lowered to rest in the
brass casket, at the foot of the large crucifix that stands in the Com~
munity Cemetery, hard by St. Isidore Conven;, on the shores of the St.
Lawrence, Longue Pointe, Montréel, on November 25, 1891 (25)

Jemes O'Rourke wes not yet entirely reassured so he organized
two units of his men to become night-watches and to share the night betweeﬁ
them, to keep vigil in the Cemetery. This watch was kept up continuous-
ly for the space of three weeks, and that in the cold nights of early
December, lest there might be prowlers in the dark. At the end of this
space of time some of the Doctors told him that the danger was nOW over.

The Community of Sisters of Charity of Providence had lost
one of its worthy members, and the Sisters who had lived with her, a
real mother. However, as she herself would have said "Mother Terese is deead
but the work must go on". Another superior had to be chosen to fill the
vacant post, end to continue the work. The choice fell on Sister Magdalen
of the Sacred Heart, and on November 28, 1891, she was nemed the second

superior of Hospice St-Jean-de-Dieu (26). This appointment was ecclaimed

(25) Annsls of St-Jean-de-~Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, p. 336
Archives of the Community 1891

(26) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, p. 338




by all; Sister Magdalen of the Sacred Heart hed been Mother Teresa of
Jesus' right arm since the early days of the Hospice. She had lived
through its storms, end knew all the ins-and-outs of the thorny questions
that had filled those busy years. They had mede the trip to Europe
together, and the companion too had gathered a rich harvest of helpful
jdeas, hither and yon. Above all else, she loved the poor patients and
was ready to underteke anything to better their condition or bring some
sunshine into their lonelj lives. On December 31, 1891, as a memorial
to the lamented Mother Teresa of Jesus, a group of Our Lady of the Rosary,
St. Dominic and St. Catherine of Sienna was installed, with the follow-
ing inseription on the pedestal. "Her memory will not fade away. In
memory of our regretted Mother Teresa of Jesus, foundress of the Hospice
St-Jeen-de-Dieu. The grateful attendants."

As years roll by they carry death end changes in their trein.
On December 19, 1894, death claimed Doctor E.E. Duguet, the medical
superintendent whose passing was sincerely mourned (27). His reign had
been peaceful and helpful in meny ways. On December 21, 1894, Doctor
George Villeneuve, the assistant medical superintendent, received a
telephone from the Provincial Secretary telling him to £ill the funcftions
of Superintendent. This happy appointment was to last for almost twenty-
five peaceful years; & blessing to the ilospice (28}. Doctor Villeneuve
announced a piece of most welcomg news on January 15, 1894: the lledical
Bureau was gbolished by the Legislature. There would only be a Super-
intendent and an assistant nemed by ‘the Govermment. Providence tekes

care of Its own (29). Death ceme again to claim one of the best and

(27) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospitel, Vol. II, p. 532
(28) Ibid, p. 532 .
(29} 1Ivid, p. 537
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truest friends the Hospice and. 1ts inmates had ever kmown, in the person
of Father F.X. Leclerc who had been chaplaein of the Hospice for seventeen
years. He was one of the staunch friends who stood under fire in the
troubled days of 1885 and mever flinched; his charity for the afflicted
wes boundless. He died April 12, 1895 (30) .

In October, 1896, Prime Minister M. J. Flynn, with his colleagues
W.J. Hackett, M. Beaudoin, and Thomas Chapals, pald an official visit to
the Hospice, where the renewal of the Contract was spoken of, and the
condition of the wooden pevilions exemined; those wooden buildings hed
been comfortable btut could not last much longer. A tentative plan of
the projected Héspital was also shown. It is true that en attempt had
been made in 1892 to broach the question to Prime Minister de Boucher-
ville end the Provincisl Secretary, L. P. Pelletier, but to no avail (31).
On October 30, 1896, an officiel letter from the Provincial Secretary,
Honoreble W.J. Hackett, said thet the Govermment would not increase the
fee paid for the patients but that they migﬁt help otherwise; on Eov;
ember 5, 1896, the Community answered, suggesting help in the form of
the Government.paying the interest (32). The plans for the new hospital
were approved of by the Government Inspector on February 5, 1897.

| Quebec, February 5, 1897.

Honorable W.J. Hackett

Provincial Secretary

Honorables Sir:

At your request I exemined the proposed plans for the

(30) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol.IIl. p. 72
(31) 1Ibid
(32} Ibvid, 7p. 91
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Asile St-Jeen-~-de-Dieu, Longue Pointe, Montreal. I approve the plen,
and think the building will be an honor to the Province, end to the
Sisters who will underteke the work.
(signed) Elzear Charest, Inspector (33)
The grounds 1oxr the new Building were blessed by Canon J. A
Archembault, Ecclediastical Superior of the Community, assisted by Father
Robillerd, chaplein of the Hospice, on llarch 9, 1897 (34).
At the Sesslon of the Provincial Legislature held in Quebec in
March, 1897, it was decided that the contract with tﬁe Sisters of Charity
of Providence re: Hospice St-Jean-de-Dien would be remewed for twenty-
five years, end furthermore the Provincial Govermment would guarantee a
loan of five hundred thouseand Dollars {$500,000}j. The fee for each
patient would be increased, and the Community was.to hold medical control.
The Lieutenant Governor sanctioned this Bill on March 9, 1897 (55}.
The Contract was passed on March 13, 1897 (36). The conditions of the
Contract were as follows:
1. The Government sgrees to pay Oﬁe Hundred Dollars per annum for
each patient, by monthly instelments, on the last day of each month.
2+ The Government also agrees to pay fourteen Dollars more & year
for each patient, during eight years begimning July 1, 1898.
3. A sum of twelve Dollars per year more for each patient during
the eight years that will follow the eight years above mentioned.
4. A sum of ten Dollars per year for esch patient for the unexpired

tem of the contract.

(33) Annels of St-Jean-de-Disu Hospital, Vol. III, pe 86
(34} Ibid, p. 88
(35} Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital and Archives of the
Community for 1897.
(36) 1Ibvia. ‘
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The Govermment doctors will have the sole oéntfol of the admissions
end of the temporary or definite discharge of the patients. They will
have the right also to regulate the visits patients mey be allowed to
have.

Made and passed at Montreal this thirteenth dey of Maxrch, eighteen
hundred end ninety-seven.

(signed) W.J. Hackett, Provincial Secfetary
Sister Mary Godefroy, Superior General
Sister ladeleine, Depositary General
J« Lonergan, NePe.

The first contract with the Provincial Government wes mede
October 4, 1873, for the space of five years. The second, July, 1875,
for the space of twenty years, to help build the Hospice, end was signed
by

C. B. de Boucherville, Provincisl Secretary

Sister Emelie Caron, Superior General

Sister Teresa of Jesus, Superior
J.B. Dabage, N.Pe (37]

In Mey 1897, Mother Mary Godefroy, Superior General, visited the
grounds of the new Hospltal, and decided that the new building would be
Xnown as St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hospital (38) On June 28, 1897, the blessing of the
corner stone of the new Hospital was presided over by Very Reverend F.
Bourgeault, VeGes of the Diocese of Montreal (39). A sealed bottle contain-

ing a medal bearing the effigy of His Holiness, Pope Leo XII1I, a medal of

"(37) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1897
(38) Arnals of St-Jean-de-Dieuw Hospital, Vol. IIL. p. 98
(39) 1Ibid, p. 447
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Our Ledy of Lourdes, and some notestthe copy of which can be found in
the Archives of the Hospital, was placed in the stone (40}.

As egreed by the Provinciel Government the Community contrect-
ed a loen for five hundred thousend Dollars ($500,000) with the North
British and Mercentile Company of Edinburg, Scotlend, through their
Montreal office, at 3% % with right to pay off sooner. The Provincial
Government guarsntee was security (41). The Flynn Government acted
very favoraebly towards the Hosplce St-Jean-de-Dieu: there had been a
lapse of two years without a contrasct, but when final adjustments were
made, they were very favorable (42). 1lluch credit must be given to Mr.

Gustave Lamothé, the legal adviser of the Community who chose his time

tactfully to approasch the different Ministers. Doctor George Villeneuve,

the calm pilot et the helm was most helpful too.

There wes one point yet in abeyance. Of the loan from the Prov-
incial Government made in 1875, there still remeined fourteen thousend,
one hundred and twenty-five Dollars (4$14,125) that the Administration
had not been able to cancel owing to the enormous loss by fire in 1890.
The Administrétion made bold, laid the case simply before the Govern-
ment officials, and asked them to remit the sum unpeid. Divine Prov-
idence rules men and things as clearly seen by the sequel: the follow-

- ing letter will stend as proof.

(40) Archives of St-Jdeen~-de-Dieu Hospital, 1897
(41) 1Ibia

{42} 1Ibid, eand Archives of the St~Jean-de-Dieu Hospital for 1897.
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Quebec, April 27, 1897
Mr. Gustave Lamothe

Mont real

Sir:

I have instructions from the Honorable Secretary of the Prov-
ince, that it has pleased the Honorable Administretor of the Province,
by Order-in-Council, No 286 approved the 17th instent, to remit to the
Sisters of Providence, the sum of fourteen thousand one hundred and
twenty-five Dollers ($14,125}. The Honorable llinister authorizes me
by Order-in-Council tobsign the recelpt fof the seme. I have the honor
to be.

(signed) Joseph Boivin

Assistent Secretary of the Province
' (43)

Laus Deo! On October 1, 1898, the cenonical ersction
of St-Jean-de-Dieu parish was presided over by Cenon J. A. Archambault.
In January, 1897, by By-law No 60, Vict. 6, a permit was given by the
Bishop of Monéreal, for the civic erection of ssid parish (44).
The sum of one thousand Dollars '$1,000) was paid to St. Frencis of
Assisi churéh for the seperation. On June 30, 1898, St-Jean-de-Dieu

" counted 1436 patients{

(43} Apnals of St-Jeean-de-Dieu Hospital, and Archives of
the Community, 1897

(44} Official Gezette, Ch. XXX, ppe. 2124, 2125.
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CHAPTER V .

1897-1900

The final decision mede and approved of by the Ecqiesiastical
Superiors, the General Council, and the Medical authorities in charge
of the Hospital, the construection 6f the new St-Jean-~-de-Dieu Hospital
began in the springtime of 1897. On Jenuary 1,.1897, Mr. Hippolyte
Bergeron had been engeged as architect (1) The contracts for the
masonry, plumbing and heating, the electrical appliances and other
needs, were made with différent companies who promised to do the best
work; The ground chosen for the site of the Hospital was about two miles

directly north from the St. Lamreﬁce water-front, and sbout 353 feet

above sea level. The space chosen for the building covered nine French
arpents by six arpents in depth. All the buildings were to be of stone;
those of the group buildings, of stone brought from the St. Lawrence
quarries, and the other buildings of sténe teken from the quarry hard by.
The whole structure was placed on solid rock, which has assured the
stability of the construction down all the years since. Although the
plans had been well studied end often revised, all could not be completed
at once, but in the wisdom of Divine Providence, the most essential was
built; it is of those buildings we will give a sketch in this chapter;
4years will see the completion of the rest.

The kitchen

the power house

the groups of buildings for both men and women

(1) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. II, Jenuary, 1897




the electric car within ’ -
the car barn
the electric car for the outside; all will be given in rank,

The kitchen was the first erected in the middle of the space
between the two groups of buildings. It covers a space of 6132 square
feet (2) and is on the second floor; beneath sre the pantry cellars, the
refrigerators, and the flour cellars. In the esst wing, the pantries,
the bekery end the department where hundreds of loaves of bread are sliced
daily for the use of patients, particularly for those who cannot be entrust-
ed with xnife or fork. Electric rails run through the kitchen, where the
food carts are ioaded to carry meals three times a day to the most remote
wards of the hospiteal,

Directly opposite, at a distance of about 150 feet, the power
house was built and the heating system installed (3). In the early days
all the heating was done by coal, but in 1931 an oil system was in-
troduced. For many years the daily average consumption of coal was éeven-
teen tons, but with added buildings the aversge reached thirty-five tons
a daye. The diéisions of the power-house are as follows: & boiler room
for the furnaces, & coal bin with a capacity of 5000 tons, a room for
the dynamo as‘electricity Was generated there for the whole plant; in
fact there were two dynamos; one for the lighting, with 110 volts for
thirteen hundred lights. The second dynamo was for the cars; 110 killowats
200 amperes, 550 volts, with six hundred revolutions to the minute (4].

"In 1918 it was decided to buy electricity from the Cit& of Montreal, as

(2) Annals of St-Jean-de~Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, Pe 456
(3) 1bid
(4) 1Ivid, p. 508
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less expensive (5). Next to the power house was a wing for different
work-shops, painters' shops, plumbers' shops, &and a special departﬁent
for the disinfection of mattresses. North to the power house stends the
cer barn, 80' by 34', where the car used for the hauling of material

from the wharf on the water-front, was kept (6}. This building sténds
exactly two miles and 1092 feet from the St. Lawrence. The two groups

of buildings to house the male and female patients respectively stand
eight hundred feet apart (7). Each group is made up of eight pavilions;
six three storeys high, and two others two storeys high. Each ward is
mede up of a living-room 45' by 50', on the outer side of the house,

with windows onAthIee sides, a dining-room 60' by 18'; a parlor, pharmacy,
bath-room 15' by 20', and across the corridor, facing the inner court of
the building, a dommitory 45' by 75', with lavatory 20' by 18'. Along

one side of the corridor, bedrooms 9! by'10'. One ward on each floor of
the pavilion, while on those of two storeys there are no open dormitories
but s&ll bed-rooms 9' by 10!, for restless patients. The guestion of having
deylight reach every nook ard corner of the building was carefully studied
and with succeés, as there are no dark corners to be found enywhere in
St. Jean-de-Dieu Hospital; sunlight is welcome and found everywhere, The
superficies 6f the building covers 777000 square feet. Those groups are
linked by a corridor 800! long by 14' wide; the kitchen and power house
are midway of this corridor. The roof of the seid corridor covered with
concrete and shaded by trees, serves well as a roof éarden.

For the inner use an electrical line was leid from one end of the

(6) Annals of St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, De 456
(6) 1Ibid, p. 457
(7) Ibid, p. 468
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pavilions to the other extreme, covering a stretch of 4200 fest. A
little travelér known as "Raphael' run by en electric engine, serves to
carry passengers from one point to another. The engine serves too, to
carry the food-carts from the kitchen to the most remote wards, for each
meeale

Mention must also be msde of the gate-house off Notre Deame Street,
where the Collins scales with a capacity of 60,000 tons were placed as
soon as the construction work began (8). The in-coming material was
weighed there before going any further. The Hospital bought its own
car, and constructed its own car-line extending from the wharf on the
water-front, tovthe new Hospitél, or to speak exectly, to the coal bin,
a distance of two miles and 1092 feet {(9). The Administration met with
strong resistance from the "Montreal Belt Line" and the Commissioner
of roedways to obtain a pemmit to have their line cross Notre Dame
Street (10}. TFinally, by petition made to the Provincial Legislature,
they obtained & permit to build & private line to conmect the wharf with

the buildings alreedy stending, and those under ersction (11). This was

" granted April 3, 1898 {12]).

One thousend trees were bought, and planted along the avenue frdm
Notre Dame Street to the Hospital, and along the roed which runs around
the buildings. Those trees were planted off the roadway, to prevent
their shade from interfering with the light so much needed for the pavil-
ions. It was clearly evidemht that the sum of five hundred thousand

Dollars (500,000} would not cover the exverses involved. On September

(8) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV p. 455
(9) 1Ivid, p. 458

) Ibid, p. 460
11} Ibid

) Archives of the Community for 1898
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23, 1899, the Provincial Government gave guarentee for anothef loan of
five hundred thousend Dollars, from the North British and Mercantile
Company of Edinburg, Scotland (13)}. The buildings were completed in’
early 1900, and blessed on lMarch 29, 1900, by Very Reverend Z. Recicot,
Vicar General of the Diocese of Montreal (14). The first Mass in the
new St-Jean-de-Dien Hospital was. said on December 9, 1898, by Canon
Je Ae Archembault (15).

The removal of the patients from the pavilions to the new
Hospital was an undertaking that called for caée and attention.
To avoid confusion and mishaps, it was decided that a ward a day should
be transferred; car, carriaeges, help all were put at the disposal of the
ward in movement. On April 8, 1900, the first ward was moved, and the
last on Mey 23, 1900. The last Mass in the pavilions was seid on April
18, 1900; these pavilions had served aimost nine years. Now new sur-
roundings with new buildings, with plenty of fresh esir end sunshine
for the most afflicted of humanity's large familyé On June 30, 1906,

there were 1476 patients in the new St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital.

(13) Annsls.of St-Jeen~de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, P. 484
(14) 1Ibid, p. 491

(15) 1Ibia
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CHAPTER VI

1911-1922

History 1s mede of years, and years of their different doings;

a wheel of many spokes. Seeing the need of better water provision,
St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital had a filter instelled in 1911, made up of two
sections of one hundred and twenty-five feet each, and covering a super-
ficies of two hundred and fifty square feet. Its output was 720 gallons

a day; the reservoir contained 14,300 gallons of water end could be Téfill-
ed in thirty minutes. The Milligan COmpapy of New York, through their
representative, John llcDougall, of Montreel, saw to its construction,

which cost §$25,000.00. This outlaey was considered an absolute necessity

as previous arrangements no longer gave proper satisfection in a sanitary
way {1). -

1912 saw a new and very praiseworthy project come into existence,
which has since kept @pace with the march of progress. A school of -
Nursing for the Sisters, provided wiﬁh the regular course of studies
approved for all general hospitals, plus the special course in psychology
and psychiatry, for the study of mental and nervous diseases. This

course which 1s brimful of interest and close study, covers every hour

. of the three years and some months allotted to it. When the course has

been cbmpleted, the students take the University exeminations, in order
to qualify as registered nurses.. The regular subjects are given by the
doctors of the Hospital, and the courses in mental studies aTe the same

as those given the medical students of the University of Montreal, the

(1) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospitel, Vol. IV, 1911
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professors being the seame in both cases. The first graduation was held
on July 15, 1915 (2). Young ladies were edmitted to the school as students
only December 16, 1917 (3).

In 1915, the first step towards a school for feeble-minded child-
ren was made. A group of little patients were gathered for lessons in
kindergarten work, and every effort was made to awaken their interest
and attention. The work was very slow; the poor children had to be
taught to think, and then gradually to grasp more complex ideas; yet
with some months' patient efforts the results were surprising. Before
the end of the year 1917, one hundred and twelve children had been ed-
mitted to the claesses. The effort was carried on; and with time a reg-
ular school for the feeble-minded was organized, which we will meet
down the years (4}.

The first World War had made itself keenly felt at St-Jean~
de-~Dieu Hospital; the cost of living soared sharply, and the number of
patients owing to war-psychology, increased monthly. Besides the
exorbitant cost of living, the threat of conscription, which meant
losing the maie attendants who were absolutely needed for the care of
the male patients, was another serious probleme. The guestion was un-

derstood only by the few; others could not reaslize what it meant, and

-8t11l others were hostile. Repeated appeals for exemption from milit-

ary service were made to the Federal authorities, but they were granted
only piecemeal, for so many weeks, or for short terms, never as a

definite law. It was a plain fact that young and strong men had to

(2} Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1915
(3} 1Ibid, 1917 :
(4) 1Ibig, 1915
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be kept to care for those who were unab;9 to care for themselves, end
o who often were a menace to those around them.

Appeals were made again and again to the Provincial ‘Government
for an increase in the board rate, as one hundred and twelve dollars
per annum could no longer cover the needs. Finally, on February 8,
§ | 1919, a Bill was passed in the Quebec Legislature fixing the rate for
; mental patients at two hundred dollars per amnum, for each patient (5).

iy January 20, 1918, will be remembered as a day of deep mourn-
ing at St-Jean-de~Dieu Hospital, as on that date Doctor George Ville-
neuve, lMedical Superintendent since 1894, passed to his eternal reward.
The calm pilot that stood at the helm all those years, and who combined
the gifts of justice and mercy so well. Regrets covered his leaving
and gratitude will cover his memory for always (6) His successor,
! Doctor Francis E. Delvin, was named Medical Superintendent, April 21,
1918. He was no strenger; years of experience at St—Jean;de-Dieu
Hospital were to his credit (7). On June 30, 1918, 2608 patients
found refuge under the roof. |
Inlthe early part of 1919, Doctor Henry Desloges was appoint-
ed General Superintendent of the mental hospitals of the Province of
Quebec. He was well intentioned, we must believe; but the studying of
statistics and reports is not enough when such intricate questions as
those of this-vast and complicated work are concerned; he lacked ex~
perience. On February 12, 1919; & Bill presented in the Quebec Legls-

lature stated "Article 14, emending article 4093, 1909. It will be

(5) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1918
(6) 1Ibid, 1919
{7) 1Ivid :




Tre
CETRG

STy e
PEE e tni)

g

59

right for the Genereal Superintendgpt of mental hospitals to employ cédrtain
patients, but the sale of such work is to be returned to the Provincisl
Treasury, for the insene" (8). Banquo of 1885% On February 15, 1919,
Sister Amarine, Superior, received letters from both Doctor Deloges end
Doctor Devlin, each asking for statistics of the garden produce and the
work done in the shops (9). ‘She wrote in reply to each, "The value of
the gerden produce is computed each year, but not the shop work, as it
consists chiefly of repairs (10}. Then'follows.a letter to the Prov-
incial Secretary:
Mont;eal, Februery 17, 1919.
Mr. Jeremlie Decarie, Provinciel Secretary
Quebec
Honoreble Sir:
I herewith give the objections to the Bill recently

passed:

1. We sre the proprietors; the farm end workshops are ours.

2. The produce is not sold; it is used in the Hospitel.

3s The patients's work is an article of our Contract (occupation=-
el therapy) end adds to the expense of the Hospital, as more supervisory
help is needed, more eiasions; end those who work must be rewardeé.

4. In our report.there is a clause about occupation, which is
considered as a distraction for the patient, end not a financial esset.

5. Some patients break énd tear everything, and are dangerous;

those who help compensate in some degree.

(8) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1919
(9) 1Invia
(10) 1Ivia
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All this goes to show the small benefit gathered from the patients’
woTk should rightly belong to the proprietors of the Hospital. Another.
objection is that the superintendent,bbeing neither propristor nor re~
presentative of the proprietors, should not interfers with the management
of the Hospital, in orgenizing work for the patients with much inconven-
ience to said Hospital. Where there are two heads for the seme enter-
prise, conflicts are bound to occur, and the resulting expense will be
very high. I have the honor to be,

Yours respectfully,
(signed} Sister Amarine, Superior (1l1)

On July 22, 1919, Doctor Devlin requested that all telephone cells
relative to the patients be made to the doctors directly, and that all
requests snd answers be made-in writing henceforth (12). This first re-
quest lasted only a few days, as the calls were so numerous that the
doctoxrs claimed it was a complete waste of their time. On July 25, 1919,
Dootor Desloges wrote again about the benefit of having the patients
work; he had not yet taken account of the emount of work the patients
were already doiné on the grounds (13). On September 19, 1919, Mr.
Athenase Devid, Provincial Seoretary, peid a visit to the Hospital;
and Doctor Desléges, without any foreword, proposed to have the Govern-
ment neme a pathologist for the patients. The Administration refused
the proposel, standing on the premises of the Contrect which clearly
stipulated that all attending doctors should be engaged by the Community.

On October 8, 1919, Sister Amarine wrote to Honorable A. David, the

(11) Anmnals of St-Jesn-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1919
(12) 1Ibid
(13} Ivia
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Provincial Secretary,‘stating that the Community would hire a pathologist
end pay for his services, but would not accept the services ~of one named
by the Government; such appointees could not treat the patients (14).

Shades of the Medical Bureau! On October 29, 1919, Doctor Devlin proposed

_that the Government Doctors visit the patients with the house doctors.

Sister Amerine reminded him fimmly that the house doctors were for the
treatment of the patients; the Govermnment doctors only to fill the part
allotted to them (15) She reminded him agein that the Medical Bureau
would not be allowed (16). The reminder changed nothing in the plans
that were on the loom. .

A few deys later an order was given by Doctor Devlin, that all

- money belonging to the poor patients should be returned to the lledical

Superintendent (17). Since the foundation of the Hospital, all money,
Jewelry, or papers of importance that the patient brought with him had
been carefully labelled and indexed, and kept in a special department of
the vault. At his departure all those things were returned to the patient
or his relatives, and in case of death, to the parents or guardians. The
new order was considered inhuman; consequently, Sister Amarine took up
the question with Honorable Athanese David, the Provincial Secretary,

who ad justed the matter very charitably. An accurate account of all the
money belonging to the patients was to be kept, and a report made
anmually to the Medical Superintendgnt. The Sisters were to take care

of the deposits ss before and return them to the patients on leaving {18}.

In April, 1920, two more Government eppointments were announced

(14} Annals of St~Jesn-de-Dien Hospital, Vol. IV, 1919

(15) 1Ibia
(16) 1Ibia
(17} Ivia

(18) 1Ibia
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that clearly proved that the ledical. Bureau was to be enforced, if such
could be the case. Desplte the efforts made by the Community to hire a
pathologist, on April 14, Doctor A. Bertrand wes appointed pathologist, and
Doctor Devlin announced that the pathologlst was nemed to do all the

work of the Hospital. Sister Amarine politely informed him that there

was no room for him, and recalled again that they must not expect the
acceptance of the Medlcal Bureau. A few days later Doctor Devlin again

applied for space for the two Doctors and received the same reply. On

~April 28, 1920, Sister Amarine wrote to the Honorable Athanase David ex~

pressing surprise and regret at the shape things were taking. In the
following months things kept space and it was clearly evident that plans
were being made.for future dayse.

1922 and the Contrect signed in 1897 would shortly expire!
It wes high time to teke precautions for the renewal of the guarantees
given by the Govermment in 1897 and 1898, for the loan of one million
dollars. The position of the proprietors seemed hopeless. The guarantée
would not be forthcoming, the Company would refuse the continuance of
the loan, and then the Community would be forced to accept the conditions
offered them; there was no alternative. So thought the politicians but
they had not cénsulted Divine Providence. The ﬁorth British eand ler-
cantile Company refused iﬁdeed to continue the loan unless the guarantees
from the Provincial Govermment were produced. The Government napped
with open eyes, in the meanwhile, aﬁd by so doing loat its grasp on the

Community, as by aspecial kindness of ﬁivine Providence money wes found
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elsewhere to clear what remained unpaid”of the loen. On February 27,
1922, a receipt in full wes obtained from the North British and MMercantile
Compeny of Edinburg, Scotlend (19). The next day a letter was written

to Honorable Athanase Dawid; asking him to send a deed of acquittance

for the two mortgeges, for the guarantees of the two loans, of five
hundred thousand dollars each ($500,000) made in 1897 and 1898 respect-
ively {20). Quebec was taken by storm! Yet other council fires were

to burn there.

(19) " Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1922

(20) Annels of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1922
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CHAPTER VII

1922-1938

Events are like rain; come slowly by times and'again they fall
in torrents. On July 22, 1922, the Provincial Secretary, Honorable
Athanase David, finally decided to send the deeds of acquittal for the
two mortgages; and with that the chepter was closed for aye (1). The
Community now had to find a permanent fund to cover the loans that had
been made to settle the question with the Government authorities, hence
on October 15, 1922, the Sun Life Insurance Qompany loaned four hundred
thousand dollars to St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital at 6%, for fifteen years,
with mortgage on property. (2)

This cleaned the slate and put things in shape to meet the future.
The Community-of Sisters of Charity of Providence and St-Jean-de-Dieu
Hospital iﬁ particular, met with one of its greatest humen losses, on
October 24, 1922, by the sudden death of Judge Gustave Lamothe, their-
loyal friend end defender since  the faréway days of the early '80s.
Judge Lemothe had been trained by Senator Trudel who had been legal
adviser to the Community for years; his initiation had been slow but
complete, and when time came to be called upon, the clever young lawyer
had a mind filled with ripe experience. Deep and lasting regrets
cover his memory (3).

With the dewning of 1923, the Community engaged the services of
Doctor Alexandre Dufresne, as dentist. This was a first step; others

would follow (4}. The Golden Jubilee of St-Jean-de~Dieu Hospital was

(1) Annsls of St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1922

(2} 1Ivia

(3) Ibid,
(4) Ibid, 1923




celebrated in Séptember, 1923. Fifty yeers with a rich harvest of good
works. The outer storms and the humen conflicts in no way harmed the
gulet and constent good work done within the wells. Man knows a little;
God Imows all!l

1924 and no signs of the contract! Things in the Hospital were
moving in an automatic wey. The Community upon the advice of higher
authorities and after much reflection, concluded that some measure must
be teken to change this wrangling state of affairs.  The Medical Bureaun
would never be accepted; that was a unanimous decision, but if the
University of Montreal would propose doctors, and have the proposeal
senctioned by the Community, end the Government promise a bonus to help
defray the medical expenses, such would be agreeable. Doctor Desloges
and the Community met the University Faculty, and this proposal was
accepted on April 1, 1924, end a contract bétween the Universijy of
Montreel (5} end St-Jean-de-Dieu was duly signed on the following
conditions:
1. The University of llontreal through its Faculty of Medicine, will
present the doctors qualified to do medical service at St-Jesn-de-Dieu
Hospital, under the authority of the Superintendent, in keeping with
Article 4089 an& the following, Quebec, 1909, end in keeping with the
dontract to be made between the Provincial Government end the Community
of Sisters of Charity of Providence,
2 The Superintendent and his AssiStant will be named by the Lieutenant

Governor-in-Council, but chosen by thé University of Monfreal, end ac-

(5) Archives of the Community for 1924
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cepted by the Community. ' .

3. The University will present two chiefs of service, and six assist-
ents, two interns and two externs of service, a pathologist, en assist-
ant pathologist, and a full-time dentist, all competent to fill their
respective functions. The Community will also agree that the chief of
service for private patients will be presented by the University.

4, The University will ﬁresent a surgeon, en eye-and-ear specialist,
a dermatologist, a radioclogist, end a neurologist, in order to comply
with the different services.

5 It is understood that none of those presented in clauses 3 and 4

will be nemed without being accepted by the Community.

" 6. It is understood that the University will give preference to the

Doctors actually attached to St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital.

7e It is likewise understood that if one or other of the Doctors
presented by the University, and accepted by the Community, does not
give satisfaction, the Community éfter an understanding with the
University, will have right to discharge him from the service.

8. The salaries; except the Superintendent end the Assisteant, will be

paid by the Community. They are stipulated as follows:

Pathologist #5000
Eech chief of service ' v $5000
Eech sssistent and the dentist , 353500 to $4500
Each intern and extern of service $600

To indemnify surgeon, eye-and-ear specialist $2000
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Dermatologist, neurologist, end rediologist  $1500.

9. The number of doctors and salaries are meximum rate, and ohly as
far as the Govermment will furnish funds needed for this purpose, and
for all that concerns medical treatment, secretaries' saleries and
office furnishings.

10. As it calls for competent Doctors, it will be well for those
Doctors who will grow old in the service of the Hospital, that the
Government will establish a pension fund, according to the services
rendered.

11. The University of lMontreal will continue as heretofore to use
the clinical adventages of St-Jean~de-Dieu Hospital, for the benefit
of the students.

The present Contract will come into force, for the space of ten
years, from the day fixed by the Governmeﬁt for the contract between
the Provincial Government and the Community. It will be null if there
is not an understending between the parties stated.

At St~Jean—de—Dieu Hospital, near liontreal, April 1, 1924.

(signed) lMonsignor A.V.J. Piette, Rector

L. de L. Harwood, Dean
Sister Amarine, Superior General
Sister Ansclet, Depositary General

J« Rus Crepeaun, Notary.
Things went at a snail's pace; almost two years would creep away

before any notice would be taken by the Govermment of this document.
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The University of Montréal favored Sp-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital
6n July 9, 1924, by affiliating the School of Nursing; this had been a
long, slow process. The University authorities wented to be assured that
the regular course given was the same as in other hospitals; heunce only
after meny visits and enquiries, did they finally set their seal of ap-
proval. In the meanwhile, the number of patients was constantly increas-
ing and the capacity of the hospitel was becoming taxed beyond all limits;
there were now 3056 patients. Finally, things came to & crisis, and
after serious reflection notice was given the Medical Superintendent,
Doctor F. E. Devlin, that after November 21, 1925, the Hospital would
not sccept any more patieﬁts (6)s This warning fanned the smouldering
embers, and on October 6, 1925, Doctor H. Desloges gave formal warning,
in stentorlen tones, saying that he was acting in the name of Priﬁe
Minister Taschereaun, that the Community muét have & contract passed
with the Medical Bureen. He férgot that the Contract wes already three
years and more over-due, and that the University of Montreal was walt-
ing for well-nigh two years (7). On October 14, 1925, Prime Minister
Teschereau granted an interview, in Juebec, end politely assured the
Sisters representing St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospitel that the question would
be studied shoftly; but when the question of the Contract with the
University of Montreal caﬁe up, he seemed surprised, saying that he
hed heard nothing about it. The Sisters told hiém agein thet there was
no more room for the patients (8). This ultimetum took effect, and

things begen to shape themselves; on December 21, 1925,Athe Contract

(6) Annals of St-Jesn-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1925
(7) 1Ivia

(8) Ivia
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was signed. The following were the conditions:

l.

2.

3e

4.

The Government agrees to furnish a minimum of two thousand patients,
snd a meximum of three thousand.

The Contract will be for a period of ten years.

Besides the sum of two hundred dollars Per annum for each patient,
the Government promises to pay the sum of fifty-two thousand five
hundred dollars per ammum, this sum to cover the Doctors! salaries,
the two secretaries! saelaries, the expenses of pharmecy, surgery,
laboratory, office furnishing, the salaries of the interns, and the
doctors! meals.

The University of Montresal, through its Faculty of Medicine promises
to furnish the doctors who will do medical servicé at St-Jean-de-
Dieu Hospital. The Superintendent and his assistant will be named by
the Lieutenant Governor, but chosen emong the doctors presented by
the University.

The University of liontreal will furnish the number of Physicians need-
ed for the proper functionlng of the Hospital. The University w111
present a pathologist, & dentist, a surgeon, an eye-end-ear specigl-
ist, a dermatologist, a radiologist, = neurologist needed for the dif-
ferent services. These doctors will be nemed only after acceptance by
the Community. It is uﬁderstood that the University will choose in
preference the Doctors already attached fo the Hospital. It is also
understood that if eny of the doctors Presented by thg University and

accepted by the Community do not give satisfaction, the Community after
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an understanding with the University, may discharge them from the service.
The University will heve the same right and privilege after an understand-
ing with the Community. The salaries of the doctors, except the Super-

intendent and the Assistant, will be paid by the Community as follows:

Pathologist $5000
Each chief of service $5000
Each assistant and the dentist $3500 to 4500
Interns and externs each 2600
Surgeon, eyes-and-ecar specialist ) $2000

Demmatologist, radiologist, and neurologist $1500
(signed) Athanase David, Provincial Secretary
Sister Amerine, Superior Gemersal
Sister Aneclet, Depositary General
E. Massicotte, NJ.P. (9). .

In the early days of 1926, decision was taken to build another
lerge pavilion to make room for the patients, and it was to be called
Bourget Pavilion. The dimensions were to be as follows: 250° long By
60" wide, with two wings, 45°* by 50', five storeys high and fire proof.
This building was to be linked with the mein bullding by a corridor 125!
long; the architécts were Viau and Venne, and the Contractors Boileau
Brothers. This building was-to house the Administration with the dif-
ferent offices, the Doctors' offices, meeting-room and dining-room,

with the offices of the secretaries attached to the Superintendent's

*office. The surgery, dentistry and X Ray department, and the laboratory

(9) Archives of St-Jesn-de-Dien Hospital, 1925
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were to be lodged there too, plus four wards for patients. The lower
floor hed a section prepared for amntopsies, when prescribed,
To find funds to cover the expense of such a construction, another loan
of one million dollars had to be mede, on Bonds at 5% %, with mortgage
on property; the house of Beaubién Limited floated it on lMay 26, 1926(10}.
The corner stone of the new building was blessed on December 21,
1926, end on October 15, 1928, the blessing end inauguraﬁion of the new
building was held (1l}. In the meenwhile, June 30, 1927, the patients has
reached the number of 3422; the maximum was already covered in the first
year..'We saw as far back as 1912, that special attention was peid to
teaching the feeblé-minded children, end this work hed not been.neglect-
ed down the years. On September 8, 1930, a school for the feeble-minded
was formally opened, to be known as Emmelie Tavernier School (12). The
Sisters had been sent to several schools in the United States, and to
Boston particulerly, to see their methods and gather their suggestions,
Once organized, the work progressed heppily and became a regular school-
with professors specially prepared for the work.

Angust 5, 1§31, Doctor Francis E. Devliin hended in his resignation
to the Provincial Government, after forty-threé years! service at St-Jean-
de-Dieu Hospital; He must be given credit for having meant well, even if
his means of doing were not always satisfactory. He was succeeded in of-
fice by Doctor Omsr Noel who had been attached to the Hospital since
1909 }13). On June 30, 1932, the Hospital registered 3883 patients (14).

Owing in part to the troubled conditions of the financial world and

(10) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1926

(11) Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. IV, 1928
(12) 1Ivid, 1930

(13} Ivigd, 1931

(14) 1Ivid, Vol. vV, 1932
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its prevailing depression, the increese in the number of the mentally
afflicted was striking. St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital was overcrowded, and
repeated appeals had been made to the Provincial Government warniné them
that the meximum hed long since been reached. Those appeals met with
silence until came & time when some move had to be made, or the doors
must be closed for sheer safety's sake (15).

Another contract was signed on May 1, 1934, ceancelling the one al-~

" ready existing of December 21, 1926. This new contract was passed for

a period of twenty-six years (16). The fee for each patient per annum
was two hundred and sixteen dollers, until four thousand five hundred

patients would be admitted; then two hundred dollars per annum for the

' surplus number over four thousand five hundred. The minimum number of

patients to be four thousand, and the maximum five thousand. The Govern-
ment promised to pay an additional sum of fifty-two thousend five hundred
dollars for the doctors' salaries (except the Superintendent end the as-
sistant}, en investigator, two stenographers, the pharmacy, surgery,
laboratory and office furnishings, the interns' salaries and the doctors'
meals.

The Sisters promised to begin within sixty days of the present
signing, and to finish within a reasonable time, the work needed to en-
large the actual Hospital or to build an additional building, so as to
be able to receive and care for at least four thousend patients. If, for

this building the Sisters are obliged to make & loan the Treasury of the

. Province will retein the interest to be paid for the sum of two hundred

(15} Annals of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. VI, 1934
(16) Archives of St~Jean-de~Dieu Hospital, 1934
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end sixteen dollars paid as board fee.
(signed) Athanese David, Provincial Sécret'ary
Sister Amarine, Superlior General
Sister Anaclet, Depositary General
E. Massicotte, N.P.

On May 31, 1934, work begen on the new Pavilion of Our Lady of
Sorrows. The building was to be five storeys high, and fire proof,
end made to house the Sisters and to have wards for the patients; the
Contractors were J.J. Perreault and C. Godin. On February 17, 1935,
the new pavilion was blessed and inaugurated., It was soon evident
however that this new building could not fully cope with the demands,
as the number of admissions were increasing to en slarming degree.

On March 5, 1935, the following modifications were mede to the
Contract of May 1, 1934 (17).

1. The Minimum number of patients to be five thousand, and the
meximum number five thousand five hundred.

2 Anothe? pavilion, to be called "Our Lady of the Rosary" to
be built within a reasoneble time, to enable the Hospital to aocept
five thousand five hundred patients.

3¢ The émount for medical purposes stipulated in the previous
contract to be raised to éixty-two thousand five hundred dollars, and
under the same conditions.

(signed) Athenase David, Provincial Secretary
Sister Préxed&sof Providence, Superior General
Sister Amarine, Assistant General

E. Massicotte, N.P.

" {17) Archives of the Community, Mother House, 1934
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On Jenuery 12, 1935, a loan of one million four hundred thousand
dollars ($1,400,000) was made of the General Trust Compeny of Canada,
on Bonds, with the Government guarantee.(lsl. On September 3, 1935, the
ground for the new Pavilion of "Our Lady of the Rosary™ was broken, and
the corner-stone laid on Jenuary 4, 1936 (19). On Mey 11, 1938, enother
loan of one million, one hundred thousand dollars ($1,100,000)} on Bonds,
was made of the Sun Trust Compeny of Caneda, With the Provincial Govern-
ment guarantee, according to the conditions laid down in the Contract of
May 1, 1935 (20).

Since the opening of the'Ecole Emmelie Tevernier® for the feeble-
minded, in 1930, it had become imperative to have teachers, (religious)
specially prepared for the teaching of those classés. The course consist-
ed of teaching object lessons, notions of politeness, good behaviour
discipline, some reading,writing, aend arith@etic, mingled with suiteble
amusements and easy hand craft. The poor children were very responsive '
in as far as their crippled mental condition would allow. It goes with-
out seying that the teacher's role is herd and tiresome, and calls for
a great amount of patience and self-control, with a cheerful outlook.
The methods in use are expensive: the teaching staff must be specialized
and must have an ample supply of material on hand, witﬁ special furniture
and appliances, to obtain ény worthswhile results. The course given in
the Emmelie Tavernier School is as follows:

A prepsratory pre-school year Aestined to form the muscular system

A course in sensorial exercises covering two or three years

(18]} Annals of St-Jean~de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. VI, 1935
{(19) 1Ivid, 1936
(20} 1Ibia, 1938
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An elementary course extending possibly to fourth year work
& course in home economics adapted to the pupil's cepacity
Vork shops for boys and girls
School gardens.
The need of a Nommel School to form these teachers was felt,
end the matter proposed to the Council of Public Instruction at Juebec.
£ program wes prepared and submitted, and on October 1, 1938, a telegrem
from Mr. B.O. Filteau, secretary of the Council of Public Instruction,
announced that the progrem was accepted and approved of, and the school
to be called "Institut lledico Pedagogique®. A iegular two~year course
is prescribed, with studies in philosophy, applied psychology, and the
other regular subjects for teachers, both religious and secular, who wish
to follow the Nommel School training. Reverend Father J. Lussier was
appointed principal, and Sister Rose de Viterbe, Superintendent (21).
The formal opening of the School took place on November 21, 1538, by
Mass in honor of the Holy Ghost sung by Fafher J« Lussier, and the sermon
given by lMonsignor-Ph. Perrier, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of
llontreal.
Life must not all be sunshine, lest we tire of it, therefore

clouds cross the skies to chenge the scene; St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospitel

knew much sunshine and some clouds. The troubles of 1939 and those years, -

were chiefly in the slowness of the Govermment officials to pay the

patients' fees. Loans had to be made to meet current and pressing ex-

penses, although the Govermment owed sometimes as much as two hundred

(21) Annals of St-Jeen-de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. VI, 1938
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thousend dollars. The Government héd decided to make payments only
twice a year, instead of the fommer instalment system, and this com-
plicated the situation very often (22).

September 2, 1939, the whole world was shocked by the declaration
of war between Germany and the Allied nations; history will tell the con-
sequences of this world-wide outbresk. On December 3, 1941, Doctor Henry
Desloges, General Superintendent of Hospitals for the insene, for the
Province of Quebec, passed to his eternal reward, In the last years of his
service he was more understanding and helpful then in the earlier part.
If experience were a transferable gift what misfakes 1t would save begin-
ners! (23) Wer-time and its heavy pressure of anxious forebodings serv-
ed to increase the number of the afflicted, and on December 31, 1942,

St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital sheltered 6814 patients.

(22) Annals of St-Jean~de-Dieu Hospital, Vol. VI, 1938

(28} 1Ivia, 1941
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CHAPTER VIII

1943-1945

Necessity is the mother of invention and of meny other good

things too. Progress in medical science and its appliances hss been so .

marked in the last few years, that the pace hes been rapid and the
needs multiplied. Laboratory work extending its influences from day

to day, the Community of the Sisters of Charity of Providence felt

the need of a school, where technicians would be well prepared for

the work aweiting. The question of opening a School of Medical Tech-
nology was approved.of by His Excellency Archbishop Joseph 4. Charbon-
neau, of lontreal, and the school weas opened at St-Jean-de-Dieu Hosp-
ital, on September 23, 1943. The regular progrem of studies wes
prepared sccording to the rules of the Associstion of Canadisn Tech-
nicians, and the Americen Society of Clinical Pathologists. It was
incorporated by the laws of the Province of Quebec in June, 1943, and
has power to grant Diplomes and Degrees, and right of effiliation with
the colleges and»uﬁiversities.

The program of studies is divided into four years; three years
general study and the fourth to be spent in practical laboratory work.
It is as follows:

French Literature
English
Religion, two courses per semester, during six semesters

. Philosophy, moral, with cholce of four series

S
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Paychology, general
Mental hygiene

Drawing

Political economy
Mathematics, algebra
Arts, cholice of three series
Physics, general
Sociology

Chemlstry, general, quentitive analysis, quelitative, physiological
analygsis, orgenic.

Biology

Zoology, enatomy, and physiology, histology, parasitology
Bacteriology

X Rey

Three years of study eand one year in approved laboratories, prepare
for a Degree of Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology. Another yesr
is added for X Réy work for those who‘select this branch.

The School of Technology is affiliated with the Great Fells
College'of Education, Great falls, Montana, also directed by the Sisters
of Charity of Pro%idence. The College of Bducation of Great Falls, in-
corporated by the laws of thé State of Montana with the rights and priv-
lleges of a University. It is accredited by the North West Assoccisation
of Colleges, and recognized by all colieges end universities of the

United States. The curriculum of the School of Nedical Technology having




right to grent the Degree of Bachelér of Science in Medicel Technology
is approved of by the Medical Society of Clinical Pathologists, and the
American Medical Association. BSt-Jean-de-Dieun Hospital is affiliated
with the University of Montreal, and is approved by the American College
of Surgeons of Canada and the United States. This much needed school
will henceforth supply technicians for the hospitals of the Community,
and will train others who attend, to meet the requirements of laboratcry
end X Rey department. (1)

The Hospital grounds asre laid out with temnnis courts, base ball
grounds, skating rinks end special amusements for the children. The
interior of the Hospital is well equipped with different ampsements and
games for the patients. There is a large auditorium capable of seating
fifteen hundred, where concerts and moving pictures are often given by
both out-siders and local talent, as all taleﬁts,and some very brilliant
are found smong the patients. The men have a full choir under the
direction of a choir-master, and they furnish their share of singing
for religious services in the chapel, as well as other musical enter-
teinments. There is a library containing sevgral thousend volumes,
both French and Epglish, where the patients exchenge their books reg-
ularly. ©This library 1s well patronized and the patients in general,
are_dareful of the books, and return them in good order; the losses are
the exception.

A reguler Post Office known as "Gamelin" is located in the

‘Administration building; three Sisters, sworn in His lMajesty's service,

(1) Archives of St-Jean-de-Dieu Hospital, 1943
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are in charge. This is‘a very busy.corner where bags and bégs of meail
come in twice a dey. The daily newspapers and many others sre in wide
circulation, as the patients are alweys eager for current news. Letters
leave "Gamelin" for every cornmer of the known world, as there are patients
of ell netionalities, end letters come there that have been long weeks

in transit.

We are now nearing our journey's end, and before closing, & word
must be said about the patients. Complete silence has covered any name
of a patient ever admitted to St-Jeaﬁ—ds—Dieu Hospitel, and such must bee.
The Sisters who are engeged in caring for the mehtally i1l are bound to
ebsolute discretion concerning any one admitted to their care., Affliction
is no disgrace but it calls for pity and kindness both for the one af-
flioted and his more afflicted femily; they nged the assurence that his
or her name will be always shielded. It may be sald without any denger
of exaggeration that the whole social scale finds shelter under that
roofy from those on the steps of a throne to the very humblest outcast;
no profession, no brilliant éareer, no gift of oratory, nor most covefed
Degree has escaped. The brightest minds, the most cultured talents,
the best musicians, the most brillient lawyers and the most skilful
doctors have all paid their heavy toll. Possibly the only class that
comeé nearest to immunity is the athletic class; seldom, very seldom
does an athlete become a mental patient; théir strong physical exertion
is a shield.

The initiel plen of 1897 is wholly completed, and the
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Hospital has long been a parish in itself. On December 31, 1944, there -
were 5 cheplains, 365 Sisters, 25 Doctors, 560 employes, 208 nurses,
7040 petients, plus 1366 patients out on parole, atteched to St-Jean-

de-Dieu Hospital.




