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Abstract

The research collected texts in which ancient authors wrote of
issues having to do with the sceptical notion of isostheneia. The
collection finds its' beginnings under the auspices of Calliope,
the muse of fine speaking, and in the tendencey to produce
accounts in antithetical terms or in opposition to one another.
In the Classical period anticipations of the development of the
notion are found in the thinking of the physicists and the
speculation of the physicians. Most significant for the
development of the notion seems to have been the emergence of some
of the differences between rhetoric and dialectic, the one
elaborated under the pressure of the practice of the Sophists and
Isocrates, the other isolated by Socrates and detailed by Plato as
a philosophical method. The medical communities seem to have
produced a paradigm of balance between opposed elements as the
foundation of vitality and health. At the end of the Classical
period, Aristotle appears to have provided some model for the
sceptical notion in his practice of arguing in utramque partem,
and to have anticipated it in his description of perplexity. Both
Plato and Aristotle were familiar with some of the modes which
were later collected by Aenesidemus. In the Hellenistic period it
appears to have been in the ad hominem argument of Arcesilaus that
the sceptical notion first became articulate as the basis of
suspension of judgment. With Carneades the practice of arguing
both for and against any proposition and relying heavily on
rhetoric appears to have been the model on which the sceptical way
was being fashioned. A controversy between Epicureans and Stoics
over how to decide between acts of assent founded on equally
reliable sense perceptions is suspected to be at the basis of the
articulation of the notion of isostheneia. In the Hellenistic
period the development of the notion seems alsc to have been
assisted by the requirement within the medical tradition to bridge
the gap between a general account of disease based on theoretical
physiology and the unique problem of the individual patient's
requirement for some therapeutical intervention by means of which
health might be restored. With the Imperial period the sceptical
notion first became apparent in the literature: Greek words from
the root icoofev— which would be later used to name it seem to have
begun to find their way into texts from its® beginning. Some
evidence is introduced to indicate that Philo Judaeus had
knowledge of the subject of this study. By the time that Plutarch
wrote Adversus Colotem the notion had become fully articulate.
Later in the second century authors of the second sophistic also
appear to have been comfortable with the notion at the basis of
the sceptical way. Galen used the word on many occasions to
describe anatomical and physiological details and a passage is
included to indicate that he had knowledge of the notion. Sextus
Empiricus compiled the arguments of the Pyrrhonians sometime
around the end of the second century, and used words from the root
iooofev- to identify the notion. Late in the Imperial period and
reflecting what was to occur in the Medieval Latin west, Augustine
seems to have been unaware that the equal persuasiveness of
incompatible accounts was the basis for withholding assent. 1In
the Greek east the notion continued to appear in some literature
produced after the end of the texts known as ancient philosophy.
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Introduction

T§ 8 wpeoBurd™ Kalhdémy kai T4 pev avvhv Ovpavig Tous €v
dthocodiq Sidyortds Te Kal TIHWUTAS THY €RKE(vwY HOUGLKAY
dyyélovsty, al & pdhiora Twur Movodv, Tepl Te ovpavdr kai Adyous
oucgatr felovs Te kal avBpwwivovs, tdot kaddioTnv dwviv. (Plato,
Phaedrus 259d)

To the eldest, Callicpe, and to her next sister, Urania,
they tell of those who live a life of philosophy and so
do honour to the music of those twain whose theme is the
heavens and all the story of gods and men, and whose
song is the noblest of them all. (R. Backforth)



Opening RemarKs

Greek scepticism has been thought to be a philosophical movement
which was anticipated in some of the texts of Classical authors,
began to articulate its own identity in the Hellenistic Academy,
and later more explicitly appeared in the thought of Pyrrhoneans
in the first centuries of the Imperial period. Scholars have
traditionally seen it to be of two forms, Academic or mitigated,
and Pyrrhonean or extreme. The most noticeable difference between
the two is that Academic thinkers made place for some kind of
ethical (and possibly epistémological) criterion, while the
followers of Pyrrho (c.365-c.275 B.C.) were prepared to accept
appearances and custom alone. Later Sceptics found thinkers in
the Classical period with whom they felt a certain affinity.
Sceptical arguments are to be found in the Presocratics' and
Sophists,’ and are transmitted in the texts of Plato® (427-347
B.C.) and Aristotle*' (384-322 B.C.).

The ancient sceptical thinkers were distinguished from others by

their willingness to avoid the attempt to support claims which

' Phillip Delacy, "oU pdAlov and the antecedents of ancient
scepticism”, James H. Lesher, "Xenophanes' Scepticism".

* F. Caujolle-Zaslawsky, "Sophistique et scepticisme. L'image
de Protagoras dans l'oeuvre de Sextus Empiricus”; and George
Briscoe Kerferd, The Sophistic Movement.

* Julia Annas, "Plato the Sceptic"; and Paul Woodruff, "The
Skeptical Side of Plato's Method".

‘ Jonathan Barnes, "An Aristotelian Way with Scepticism"; and
Anthony A. Long, "Aristotle and the History of Greek Srepticism”.
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seemed uncertain, and to continue their investigations. This
position emerged as the result of being able to oppose one equally
attractive claim against another. Out of this strategy arose the
most characteristic feature of the Greek Sceptics: they became
known as those who suspend judgment about everything. At the
heart of the strategy is the notion of isostheneia whiéh is the

object of this study.

During the Medieval period some of the texts of these ancient
inguirers attracted attention in the Greek East,’® and were
preserved in the libraries of Constantinople. In the Latin West,
while there is evidence that a Greek manuscript of Sextus
Empiricus (late second-early third century A.D.) is dated to the
tenth century,” the way of the Greek Sceptics does not seem to have

been attractive.

The interest in the writing of Sextus Empiricus during the
Renaissance was originally as a source for material on his
opponents. Scholars in the fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries read his text for the most part from historical
interest.

Certainly, the main concern shared by Italian humanists’
like Poliziano or Filelfo, when dealing with information
about Sextus Empiricus, was part of their more general
policy of attempting to recover the classical past.
- --the Pyrrhonist philosopher could be read for purposes
other than criticism of man's intellectual faculties,

* D.M. Nicol, "The Byzantine Church and Hellenistic Learning in
the Fourteenth Century".

* See Appendix C: Manuscripts of Sextus Empiricus, and
‘especially (C28) Paris suppl. 133.
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‘and specifically as a philological document...’
Later the manuscripts attracted attention for the epistemological

challenge they presented, and they are thought to have been

instrumental in the change of focus which is marked by the
beginning of Modern philosophy. But in this period as well, the

way of the ancient Sceptics does not seem to have been employed.

The writings of the sceptical thinkers from the period extending
between the sixth century B.C. and the fourth century A.D. have
attracted increased interest of researchers in recent decades.
There have been numerous book-length treatments of ancient
scepticism,’ and several collections of articles which have focused
on themes drawn from research on aspects of sceptical texts.' 1In
addition the journal literature has included many papers devoted

to an examination of aspects of this kind of thought as it emerges

7 Luciano Floridi, "The Diffusion of Sextus Empiricus’'s Works in
the Renaissance", page 81l.

* Of note among these are Jean-Paul Dumont's Le scepticisme et
le phénoméne: essai sur la signification et les origines de
Pyrrhonisme; Marcel Conche's Pyrrhon ou l1'apparence: La mort et
l'apparence; Karel Jandcek's Sextus Empiricus' Sceptical Methods;
Mario dal Pra's Lo scetticismo greco; Harold Tarrant's Scepticism
or Platonism? The Philosophy of the Fourth Academy; Julia Annas'
and Jonathan Barnes' The Modes of Scepticism: Ancient Texts and
Modern Interpretations; Leo Groarke's Greek Scepticism: Anti-

Realist Trends in Ancient Thought; and Jonathan Barnes' The Toils
of Scepticism.

* See Doubt and Dogmatism: Studies in Hellenistic Epistemology,
edited by Malcolm Schofield, Myles Burnyeat, and Jonathan Barnmes;
Lo Scetticismo Antico, edited by Gabriele Giannantoni, The
Skeptical Tradition, edited by Myles Burnyeat, and Le scepticisme
antique, edited by André-Jean Voelke.
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from the unfolding records of ancient philosophy.'’

This study has arisen from an interest in the nature of the
strategy of these thinkers as it is found in the surviving texts.
It seeks to make a contribution to the contemporary investigation
of the subject by collecting some of the texts which seem to have
to do with the origins and development of the notion of

isostheneia in Greek scepticism.

What is the Sceptical Notion of Isostheneia?

This particular notion, equality of persuasiveness between opposed
accounts, appears in Sextus Empiricus as the basis of scepticism.’
In the texts which survive, Sextus is thought to have been a
compiler of previously articulated arguments, contributing very
little of his own. So it is likely that the notion did not

originate with him.

Sextus Empiricus said that some men, disturbed by the
irregularities in things, and seeking to be calm, were led to

ingquire into what is true in things and what false. The outcome

'* Among these are Carlos Lévy, "Scepticisme et dogmatisme dans
1'Académie: 'l'ésotérisme' d'Arcésilas"; F. Desbordes, "Le langage
sceptique. Notes sur le Contre les grammariens de Sextus
Empiricus”; David Glidden, "Skeptic Semiotics"; Charlotte Stough,
"Sextus Empiricus on Non-Assertion”; Richard Bett, "Carneades'’
Pithanon: a Reappraisal of its Role and Status"; Fernanda Decleva
Caizzi, "Aenesidemus and the Academy"; and Anna Maria Ioppolo "The
Academic position of Favorinus of Arelate".

' Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism I: 12.
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of their inquiry was to find that disagreement abounded in the
accounts constructed about things sensed and things thought. As a
result of always having been able to find some account to oppose
to another, both of which were of equal strength, these inquirers
were led again and again to suspend judgement on the issues under
consideration. And out of this experience unexpectedly came the
relief they had originally sought to achieve by inquiring into

what was true in things.®

On the model of their experience, Sextus said that scepticism
rested on the ability to find accounts of things, which were equal
in terms of their credibility and incredibility, to oppose to each
other. The name which Sextus gave to this equality of
persuasiveness was icoofévera.’ The equal strength of opposed
accounts was the occasion of suspension of judgment, and
suspension of judgement was the source of relief from disturbance.*

Isostheneia became the basis of the sceptical way-

One of the commonly offered examples of the eguality of
persuasiveness between accounts consists of the two incompatible
claims 'the stars are even in number' and 'the stars are odd in
number'. Here it seems obvious that it would be difficult to
claim that one account had more support than the other. This

example appears in Cicero® (106-43 B.C.) and Epictetus® (¢.55-¢.135

2P I: 29.
P I: 10.
* P I: 26.

* Cicero, Academica IXI: 32, 110.
* Epictetus, Dissertations I: 28.3.
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A.D.) and several times in Sextus.’

There are several aspects to the sceptical notion of isostheneia,
not all of which are to be found in the texts which detail the
notion in earlier phases of its origins and development. In its
fully mature form, this notion which is at the basis of the
sceptical way is a kind of opposition, more specifically equal
opposition, which is produced by equally convincing but opposing
arguments or points of view (logoi) of any kind. This opposition
of equally convincing arguments produces suspension of judgment
(epoche), and peace of mind (ataraxia) follows closely. The
notion is first found designated isostheneia or some cognate in

the writing of Sextus Empiricus.

Discussion of Method

The selection of a method for producing an account of the way that
people came to accept the viability of the sceptical way was
determined by the nature of the project, and the project became
conceived of as the tracing of the development of a particular
notion as it was articulated over a long period in the history of
ﬁncient thought. It sought to collect as many pieces of the
surviving texts as could be located in which ancient authors spoke
of issues which séem to have to do with the development of the

notion of equal persuasiveness between opposed accounts.

' P II: 90, 97; Against the Logicians I: 243, 393; II: 147, 317;
Against the Ethicists 59.
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Included in what might be called the historical method, and
conceived of as the most primitive value for success were three
criteria for the selection and presentation of texts. The first
criterion demands comprehensiveness in the examination of textual
resources: this was thought to be the foundation of the method. A
second criterion required that the collection should be achieved
with scrupulous attention to detail coupled with an unwillingneés
to ignore what might be called contraindications. The third
criterion stipulated that the anthology ought to require that
presentation of the pieces of text be effected in what was the

idiom of their authors.

With respect to the first criterion: in the examination of textual
sources some measure of comprehensiveness was the supposed
requirement of a collection procedure which intended, to be
fashioned after the historical method. And this criterion was to
be justified by the perceived complexity of the development of any
topic in the history of ideas. Many cultural influences combine
to shape the development of a particular way of thinking. Since
materials from areas of thought other than the narrowly
philosophical make substantial contributions to such a process, in
order to provide for the adequacy of an account of a notion like
isostheneia the collected passages must include influences from
what might be called subsidiary disciplines. As a consequence of
the requirement of the criterion of comprehensiveness, the

anthology includes interdisciplinary passages from philosophers
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and physicians of different persuasions, orators, and historians.
It collects texts over a period beginning with a passage in the
Homeric Iliad (before 700 B.C.) to which Diogenes Laertius (middle
of the third century A.D) directed attention, and ending with the

appearance of Augustine's (354-430 A.D.) Contra Academicos.

The second criterion of historical method, attention to detail
coupled with an unwillingness to ignore contraindications, is
called for by the nature of this collection of testimonies on the
origins and developmernt of the notion of isostheneia in Greek
scepticism. This criterion was justified in as much as the notion
itself seemed to have been assembled from a variety of phases of
. intellectual experience. Each piece of text collected must be
valued for what it appears to tell us about the notion of
isostheneia developing within Greek scepticism, and each detail in
the textual resource should be examined carefully for information
which it might contribute. On the subject of willingness to
ignore contraindications, conceived of as pieces of evidence which
appear out of character with other elements collected from the
same period or within the same area of professional concern, the
second criterion was understood to require that this be avoided.
Instances in which parts of a passage seem to be at variance with
others are often found tc present opportunities for an expanded

view of the subject matter.

Finally with respect to the third criterion having to do with the

presentation of the pieces of text collected: it demanded that the
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anthology be constituted by evidence on the development of the
notion at the basis of the sceptical way be given in the idiom of
the author's own emerging conception of it. The justification for
this third criterion arose from the observation that it is
occasionally the case that unanticipated features of development
are indicated in changes of language. A method which intended to
fashion itself after the historical ought to include the pieces of
text as independent elements, and to render the text as literally

as possible and without paraphrase.

The method was determined by the nature of the project, and the
project is essentially the tracing of the history of a particular
idea as it elaborated itself over a period of many centuries and
in what Lovejoy called "the collective thought of large groups of

persons”.’

The project has demanded a kind of empirical objectivity in which
such speculative excursions as might introduce therselves would be
clearly separated off as a kind of detour, while the main
thoroughfare itself would be constituted by the path that the
notion of isostheneia took in the course of it's development. The
previous work of an anthological nature on which this project
draws for models include Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker,’ and

Stoicorum Veterum Fragmenta.® 1In a more contemporary motif, and

' Arthur 0. Lovejoy, The Great Chain of Being, page 19.

? Hexrmann Diels and Walther Kranz, Die Fragmente der
Vorsokratiker.

‘ Hans von Arnim, Stoicorum Veterum Fragmenta.
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egually attractive as a model for the pursuit of this project are
The Presocratic Philosophers,' and The Hellenistic Philosophers.’
The research is conceived of as belonging more properly in the
domain of history of philosophy, and to have avoided a
philosophical treatment of the theme which is more speculative in

nature.

While it has been the intention to present an collection of texts
and to limit interpretative comment to a minimum, it has not
seemed possible to follow Lafrance in his view that "l1'histoire de
la philosophie est un renoncement a la philosophie".® Yet the
method has turned out to be in most respects a reflection of his
neo-positivist prescription of rules and principles for the
practice of research in a truly scientific history of philosophy,
such as he has reaffirmed in his recent publications on the

subject.’

Kinds of Text Collected

The three criteria of a method which sought to be historical,

including comprehensiveness in collection of texts, attention to

‘ Geoffrey S. Kirk, John E. Raven, and Malcolm Schofield, The
Presocratic Piilosophers: A Critical History with a Selection of
- Texts. :

* Anthony A. Long and D.N. Sedley, The Hellenistic Philosophers.

* Yvon Lafrance, Méthode et exégése en histoire de la
philosophie, page 25.

’ Yvon Lafrance, "Pour une histoire non philosophique de la
philosophie”, see particularly the section 3. L'historiographie
comme activité scientifique on pages 66-79.
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detail respecting contraindications, and the identification of the
authors' emerging conceptions of the notion at the basis of the
sceptical way, required three kinds of textual elements which
would constitute the exploration of the origins and development of

the notion of isostheneia in Greek scepticism.

One kind of element included passages from ancient texts which
have been in some way involved in the development of the notion
which is the subject of this study. Elements of the first kind
have been introduced and identified with a passage number, like

this:

37 Ral wpdvos €dn dvo Aoyous elvar wept warToOs TWpdyYRaTos
QUTLKELRErOUS aAAMfAoLS™ ols Kat cwvmpuTa, wpwTos TouTo wpdfas.'

37 Protagoras was the first to maintain that there are
two sides to every question, opposed to each other and

he even argued in this fashion, being the first to do
so.°

Subsequent references to this piece of text are done by means of
the passage number. For example: Diogenes maintained in“37 that
Protagoras (c.485-c.420 B.C.) originated the practice of opposing
one argument to another. Passages quoted from an ancient text are
identified in the footnotes on the first occasion of their

appearance. Subsequent quotations from the ancient text are

identified with an abbreviation.

Under the passage an English translation has been included
identified with the number assigned to the passage. The more

' Diogenes Laertius, Vitae Philosophorum IX: 51.

* R.D. Hicks, Diogenes Laertius: Lives of Eminent Philosophers,
page 463.
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literal translation has usually been preferred to one that relies
on some paraphrasing to interpret the Greek.' The original
citation of the source of a translation will be identified in a
footnote. Subsequent citations of this particular source for a
translation will be made with the translators name, a number in
square brackets xeferring to an entry in the Bibliography, and the
location in the text for the passage as below.' Where the sources
of the translation have not been identified in a footnote, that

passage has been rendered by the researcher.

Passages from an ancient text mentioned but not quoted, are
identified in a footnote with the author's name, the name of the
text and the passage location on the first occasion of their being
mentioned. Subsequent instances in which the same ancient text is
mentioned are identified with an abbreviation. The abbreviations
used in the identification of guotations and passages mentioned

are listed in Abbreviations of the Titles of Ancient Texts.

Notwithstanding the concerns about historical integrity reflected
in the three criteria of method detailed in Discussion of Method
above, the anthological dimension of the method has been somewhat
mitigated by the inclusion in the collection of a second kind of
element. The ancient passages on the notion have been enhanced by

the inclusion of components of scholarly commentary apposed to the

’ See R.J. Hankinson's note on translation on pages xi-xiii in
Galen: On the Therapeutic Method, Books I and II, D.J. Furley's
"Translation from Greek Philosophy"”, and the remarks of Jonathan
Barnes on the same subject in "Editors Comments".

‘ Hicks [34] 48.



relevant texts of the ancient authors, which comments make a

contribution to the collection of texcs about the subject of this

study.

Elements of this second kind have found their way into the
collection identified with a passage comment number, like this:
37.1 par une conséquence directe de sa célébre maxime,
Protagoras deéclare que sur tout sujet, on peut opposer
deux assertions contraires: c'est la premiére forme de
cette isosthénie des sceptigues, gui, opposant sur
chaque question deux théses contraires qui se font
équilibre, se déclarent dans 1l 'impossibilité de
prononcer.’
Subsequent references to this passage have been identified by
means of the passage comment number. For example: Brochard 37.1 -
finds in Diogenes grounds for the c¢laim that the notion of
isostheneia receives its first expression in Protagoras. After an
initial citation of the author's work has been identified in the
footnotes, the appropriate bibliographic entry number in square

brackets is used for subsequent references to the work as below.’

There is a third kind of element collected in the exploration of
the development of the sceptical notion. This kind of element
includes observations which have arisen from consideration of the
pieces of text from éncient authors, and fragments of scholarly
commentary. It is accepted that the historical basis for
including these elements in the project proposed is somewhat more
tenuous than for elements of the firét and second kind. Yet this

* Victor Brochard, Les sceptiques grecs, page 16.
* [150] 118.
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element has made a significant contribution to a project which has

endeavored to remain faithful to the historical method.

Preview of the Development of the Notion

In attempting to find a natural way of subdividing the project of
collecting together the passages concerning the origins and
development of the notion of isostheneia in Greek scepticism, such
as they might be found in the surviving texts of the ancient
philosophers, a partition of the eight or nine centuries in which

these were written has been made in the following way.

It has been more or less accepted among scholars, that during a
particular span of three centuries in the ancient period, the
nature of tﬁe philosophic product could be distinguished from what
came before it, and from what followed it. This interval known as
the Hellenistic period, was by convention supposed to have begun
with the death of Alexander in 323 B.C., and to have ended with
the battle of Actium in 31 B.C.

In a kind of provisional way but not without some grounds it was
decided to refer to the two or three centuries before the death of
Alexandexr as the Classical period. And in a similar way it was
decided that the four centuries after 31 B.C. and extending to the
appearance of Augustine's Contra Academicos in 387 B.C., perhaps

near the end of what has been thought of as the period of ancient
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philosophy, were to be called the Imperial period. For in 31 B.C.

Rome ceased to function as a republic.

This account of a Hellenistic period within ancient philosophy is
especially appropriate because it rests not on the convenience of
' the dates of deaths or battles, but on a difference in the kind of

thought produced.

During these three centuries it is neither Platonism nor

the Peripatetic tradition established by Aristotle which

occupied the central place in ancient philosophy, but

Stoicism, Scepticism and Epicureanism, all of which were

post-Aristotelian developments.'
Almost all of the writing of the Hellenistic period has been lost.
What we rely on for our information about the thought of this
period are guotations and testimonia in other authors including
Cicero, Plutarch (¢.50~c.120 A.D.), Numenius (second century
A.D.), and Aristocles (second century A.D.) in Eusebius' (c.260-
c.340 A.D.) Praeparatio Evangelica, Sextus Empiricus, and Diogenes
Laertius, the earliest of whom lived at the very end of the
period. It was in the Academy of Arcesilaus (316-242 B.C.) and
Carneades (214-129 B.C.), both of whom are thought to have written
nothing, that some elements of what later became known as the
sceptical way first were developed. The practice of suspension of
judgment is attributed to Pyrrho of Elis from early in the third
century, and our sources éay that the notion of equal
persuasiveness appeared in the thought of Arcesilaus. Later in
the Hellenistic period Carneades was reputed to have made a

' Anthony A. Long, Hellenistic Philosophy: Stoics, Epicureans,
Sceptics, page 1.
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practice of arguing both for and against a given thesis, and to
have done so equally persuasively in both instances. The
sceptical notion first became articulate during this period for

which we have little of the original writing.

The sceptical notion of equal persuasiveness of opposed accounts
is not conspicuous in other texts which have come down to us. Nor
is its product, suspension of judgment, something which appears in
the thought of the Classical period. But the opposition of
principles or arguments to one another is found in presocratic
fragments, and the notion of balance between opposed elements
figures in the theoretical accounts of health and disease found in
some of the Hippocratic books. The development of the sceptical
notion seems in this way to have been anticipated in some of the

texts of the Classical period.

The books of Sextus are almost completely concerned with
cataloguing aguments which are thought to have been produced by
the time the shift of concern marked by the beginning of the
Imperial period got under way. But the language with which he
describes the sceptical notion seems to have developed after the
philosophical controversies between Academics and Stoics were laid
to rest in the eclecticism of Antiochus (c.130-c.68 B.C.). Much
of the influence of the sceptical way can be traced in the
empirical and methodical medical communities during this period.
In addition, it seems to have been Galen's (129-199 A.D.)

discussions on equal and opposed physiological processes yielding
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a rudimentary notion of what would be understood later as
homeostasis, and his descriptions of balanced anatomical elements
producing posture, that gave rise to the language for articulating
the sceptical notion. 1In the Imperial period the notion appears
in ways which have not been found in texts from either the

Classical or Hellenistic periods.

Interest and Value of the Research

This research should be of interest to those looking into ancient
scepticism for features which have not attracted a great deal of
attention in the existing literature. The origins and development
of the notion of isostheneia in Greek scepticism does not appear
to have been the subject of any detailed study, and so what

follows may have value in this respect.

The research alsoc looks at the notion as it emerges dynamically
over a period of several centuries, rather than as a principle
which is found appearing statically in the books of Sextus
Empiricus. The approach to the subject in terms of the model of a
history of an idea should be of interest to contemporary scholars
for the ways in which it illuminates some of the resources of
ancient scepticism. These are to be found in the Sophists of the
Classical period, in the epistemology of the Epicureans and
Stoics, in the growing emphasis placed on rhetoric in hellenistic

education, and in the pressures exerted upon dogma by the concern
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of medical practitioners to treat individual cases.

But perhaps the primary value this research may have for those
doing research in ancient scepticism, is that it will identify and
group together a comprehensive collection of textual passagés
describing the development of the notion that the arguments of the
Dogmatists were of equal appeal. It was on this basis that those

who suspended judgment about everything continued their inquiries.

Examining these texts assembled together in this way may induce
some scholars interested in Greek scepticism to reappraise the
role that opposing incompatible arguments of equal appeal served
in the strategy of Pyrrhonists and their precursors. May it then
be the case that this collection serve as a review of some of the
sources and scope of the sceptical way, and as a point de départ
for those who would pursue the research of the sceptical notion of

isostheneia into regions which this study has neglected.

Abbreviations of the Titles of Ancient Texts

Ac. Cicero, Academica

Acad. Augustine, Contra Academicos
Antiop. Euripides, Antiope

Att. Cicero, Epistulae ad Atticum
Aud. Poet. Plutarch, De Audiendis Poetis
Bibl. - Photius, Bibliotheca

Cels. Origen, Contra Celsum

Col. Plutarch, Adversus Colotem
‘De An. , Aristotle, De Anima

De Med. . Celsus, De Medicina

De Orat. Cicero, De Oratore



Div. Inst.
Diss.
Ecl.

Ep.
Euthd.
Fin.
Flor.
Haer.
Hel.

Il.

In Phys.

In Plat. Theaet.

In Sens.

Ineb.

Isid. et Osir.

Lucr.

MI

M VII, VIII
MIX, X

M XI
Metaph.
Mot. Musc.
Nat. Hom.
N.D.

or.

P

Paed.

PE

PH

Phd.

Phdr.

Pol.

Prol. Plat.
Prt.

R

Rh.

Sens.
Strom.

St. Rep.
Symp.
Tact.

Tht.

Top.

Tusc.

Vet. Plac.
Vict.

Vit. Auctio
Vit. Phil.
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Lactantius, Divinae Institutiones

Epictetus, Dissertations

Stobaeus, Anthologium

Seneca, Epistulae

Plato, Euthydemus

Cicero, De Finibus Bonorum et Malorum

Apuleius, Florida

Hippolytus, Refutatio Omnium Haeresium

Isocrates, Helen

Homer, Iliad

Simplicius, In Aristotelis Physicorum
Commentaria

Anonymous, In Platonis Theaetetum

Alexander Aphrodisiensis, In librum de

Sensu Commentarium

Philo Judaeus, De Inebriate

Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride

Lucretius, De Rerum Natura

Sextus Empiricus, Against the Grammarians

Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians

Sextus Bmpiricus, Against the Physicists

Sextus Empiricus, Against the Ethicists

Aristotle, Metaphysica

Galen, De Motu Musculorum

Hippocratic Corpus, De Natura Hominis

Cicero, De Natura Deorum

Cicero, Orator

Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism

Clement of Alexandria, Paedagogus

Eusebius, Praeparatio Evangelica

Apuleius, [epi épunreias

Plato, Phaedo

Plato, Phaedrus

Aristotle, Politica

Anonymous, Prolegomena to Platonic Philosophy

Plato, Protagoras

Plato, Republica

Aristotle, Rhetorica

Theophrastus, De Sensu et Sensibilibus
Clement of Alexandria, Stromateis
Plutarch, De Stoicorum Repugnantiis
Plutarch, Symposiacs

Asclepiodotus, Tactica

Plato, Theaetetus

Aristotle, Topica

Cicero, Tusculanae Disputationes
Aétius, Vetusta Placita

Hippocratic Corpus, De Victibus
Lucian, Vitarum Auctio

Diogenes Laertius, Vitae Philosophorum
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VM Hippocratic Corpus, De Veteri Medicina

When possible the abbreviations of the titles of Greek texts were
taken from "Section I: Authors and Works" of A Greek-English
Lexicon, ninth edition 1940 with a supplement 1968, originally
compiled by Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, revised and
augmented by Henry Stuart Jones, on pages XVI-XXXVIII.

When possible the abbreviations of the titles of Latin texts were
taken from “"Section I: Authors and Works" of the Oxford Latin
Dictionary, 1982, edited by P.G.W. Glare, on pages IX-XX.

A secondary source for abbreviations of the titles of Greek and
Latin texts is the Oxford Classical Dictionary, 1970, edited by
N.G.L. Hammond and H.H. Scullard, which contains "Abbreviations
used in the Present Work™ on pages IX-XXII.

The abbreviations of the titles of texts by Galen were taken from
"Appendix 2: A Guide to the Editions and Abbreviations of the
Galenic Corpus" in Galen on the Therapeutic Method, by R.J.
Hankinson. Oxford: the Clarendon Press, 1991, pages 238-247.
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Classical Period before 323 B.C.

TOr QuTor 8¢ loyov €X€L N 7€ Tov loyov vaaplg ﬂpos e THS duxis
Tafw [ Te TAr dappdxwr TdEis wpds T Tav guwpdTwr dUOLC.  uwoTep
Yap -mv dappdkwr’ alMovs a\a XUHOUS €K Tob supavos €fayet, Kai Ta
HEV VOGOV TQ 6¢ Piov wavel, olTw kal Tuwr AMywr ol uev €\vmnoar, ot
o¢ eTEpwav ot 6 €difnoar. ot 8¢ €ls Bdpoos kaTETTNoQr ToUs
akovovTas, ot &€ wetfol Tun Kaky THr Guxnr ddappdrcucar xat
e€eyorjvevoav. (Gorgias, Encomium of Helen 14)

The effect of speech upon the condition of the soul is
comparable to the power of drugs over the nature of
bodies. For just as different drugs dispel different
secretions from the body, and some bring an end to
disease and others to life, so also in the case of
speeches, some distress, others delight, some cause
fear, others make the hearers bold, and some drug and

bewitch the soul with a kind of evil persuasion. (George
Kennedy)
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1. Texts from the Classical Period

Texts from the Classical period presented below as anticipations
of the origins of the notion of isostheneia are included here as
testimo