
m 

82. Gjusimmm OF smtA 

ATmmis 

vmmmm to 

im TMmmt m AISJS 

vsamaxi car (OSAKA 

Sottas a* f&iAacm 

BuriAio, JOB jam 



UMI Number: DC53427 

INFORMATION TO USERS 

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy 

submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations 

and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper 

alignment can adversely affect reproduction. 

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript 

and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized 

copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion. 

UMI 
UMI Microform DC53427 

Copyright 2011 by ProQuest LLC 
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against 

unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code. 

ProQuest LLC 
789 East Eisenhower Parkway 

P.O. Box 1346 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 



i\QllM>h<iiahJf?U 

for tb» InapirafeloBtil @®m tvoa vM&h }wa <sWolv«Ka t'tm orlt̂ L&ul 

draft faad final structure of M e project B the tbosis-oritor ô@Q 

hi a iii'ia)tydiiQsa to the let© Hr. Stomal 3, Gar&MSg'9* thout$& 

H© le likw*i&® la&fetrt to Fy©f©aoô  ?ide S. SesaMer,, of 

Wallesltiy QQllm®* ftfOlMfaPt &fess.e fro© wlaora &© has hafl the 

pleasure of recaivii^ a&vio© uaa raoourag^m^ut, as w«J2 as tare 

of her o®n books on end abeafc the saiat of §&$»&• 

Best, fee o«?®@ fd&care aod grateful t&azte to Professor Idillo 

Sell9Sra, of tbia Sw&saario itiroivusoovllo, Siesta, Italy, not ®ziky 

fortapOTfciusI 8atheriB© cUita ami his am vimte oa tiie Si®»®8® 

systie, ta* as© for fl, fljfifrff Wfftefflp fa %#ff ffPftqUMft. &!T 

P ^ e itogelii Ste<3fetie emS # M ,ft ^W^ ffl?> W f f i ^ f t H M 
ait ffP^yfflff «« 8 i e a a *J B»»« Borate! oaA ©@Rr@r«l efc&er Sstbeffla® 

a® th©®i8««r£t«r9s» lwtdrtftlt appyeetefeJUm is toe Mother 

lose Jm*Ma9 0,P„9 Pxtoreea of tlui Gommt of Our :&aay of iaagr@lBe 

3t©fc©-aa-fy<anfc9 aglaad, for ©eiaaisig Mia the ray© 1016 edition ©f 

Mother fheoaosio Ursae®a ©wjolleofrly mit ten two-volume* work. 



ees&uia® the eorwftally wjrow*ht h is tor ica l , chroaQlQgionl &jaa 

tyoaBlatioEiiJ. awIsioaB of Ssr» i&taad &• GarO&ar* 

R© ho© further to thoste siao^rel^ the Mfeforic 23flitrio9 

fiergEfcina, Eioroneo, Xtoly, for localise 2 teoa valuable 

"books for hime partimalovly Ffesrcteie iter© ftleciestelli'o 

1,0 M$tOT q fr 9qt«T*ro flfl I f f i . & SfcaaceeehtniU ftflgtyft 

q^har^^ ^«ffff|.ff, Mffgnfo Elinor, Ik - "- !«»*»•« a yywtpyp 

fe^^n^ aafi jjoceaio Sapy© fhesoifloff's j^ftto^prfo <jSjL ftjagfea 

Gattriaa da Sieafi. without *&eh tsablio&tioaa the thoeie-wyitw 

Soufete that h@ tyould hew® hooo ablo to rasfc® eaaoh headway i a the 

solu&lca of his thasi© uroblosu 

Ha 4® gra&oful,, too, t© the follo^isag liferfxi©®9 #hiea hov© 

furnished him with e&thgg* p<artia©j$ books or ©ooentiol isf ©motion! 

the Biblioteoa /®©stoil&a Votlesaa, ?^tloan Cityg the Hbrassr of 

Coagr@soe Tiaehingfeona D. 0»§ the llteoyy ©f the IM,v®r@ity of 

Calif©raic, Lo© Aae@l©s9 California; the (teaes'al Library of the 

TJnlverBity of Michigan, Asa /srt>©r„ Mich*j thu YdL© t M v ^ s t t y 

Li&r&yy, Sew llonres, Go*m.g the siona Ifei^&s SoilOR® Ufeyaxy, 

Adrian, Mieh.? the St* Ontheyiae of 8l6»? Oollo^© library, fetafe 

Ssth©f4a®e Ky. g the Hew York City A^li© M&MPyj ij*a Oh© 

Buffalo •fc'ubl&c Library, the Catholic iiStacffy, and the OposvaBoy 

l ibrary, e l l of Buffalo, u T, 



HaaUy, bub above a l l , h© ©wo® hi® hectrtfelt t«x:<tltude 

to the lev. Bra B.-B. Sheveaell, ©J"..X.e vlee-Sec-m of the 

tfniveraity of Ofctasaa9© Stealty of i&ta, for personal suggestion, 

candid advice, and somtructive eritieissa during the wit iag of 

this thesis. 



GGBRXOUXtit' flTUBIGHCfo 

She t h e s i s - w r i t e r , who wa« born i n Pifcteburigh, Pa** 
on May 19, 1909, oos$lete& hie tjodergradnsst® ettadies i n t h e 
i&s&e&aioa Bepartaent of Qaaisteas College, Buffalo, 1 , ¥„ , i n 
1940, rese iv iag t h e degree of 3«eh.eler of i e l saee , t& t he 
ease year , he ua&ertoek advanced courses i& %lm Graduate 
School of Ooaisius College, tewainetlag them and receiving 
hie MaBter-of-Arts degree in 1943, "She t i t l e of hie thesis 
*»®» %•, fffffciifttew gyM-wygf*, !ffiff, Mf^ ta JWtĝ fiff, fa Mffl 
Italy of the Btourteanth endgfiteeath Qanturiea. 2al94B. 
he s tored on © program of further graduate etatdles in the 
Sx&ensioa Separteenfe of Historical studies at the IMverslty of 
Ottawa, Ottawa* Canada, 



Chapter ?a$® 

I . Xntreductions Catherine the %istl©r • 

Ostherine of Stum m a lefcteswvrltins 
SojainicEin Tertiary <- Ear correspondence 
both extensive and variegated « 2h© thesis 
problem res t r ic ted to her religioue 
epist les - Sae origins of the problest 
traced - She thoe^fc provoking work of 
Dr. £• G. (Ssrdaer - ®»»©atial Catherine 
epistolary Materials - 2h© five rspresea-
t s t i v e oentesrporarles treated - She l imits 
of, and the t«o~fold eppreaeh t o , the problem. 

I I . Raateri Ps^liareeil A Feet Who Becoses s HamSt 23 

?he *Cireolo %3lritualeR of Cat her inn ~ 
Pegliaresi the Poet eat ens i t in 1370 -
Ho acts as the Sleaase sa in t ' s secretary 
- fhe troubled, versifier seek* the maid 
of Siena's advice - Her f i r s t l e t t e r to 
Ma - in analysis of her other l e t t e r s 
t o the poet - Catherine exhorts him to 
draw out the two-edged sword of love and 
hate - She l i f t s Banieri oat of hi® m&ural 
tendency t o e&daesa and discouragement -
He grows fress vir tue to v i r tue * Beaieri 
beooaes ar„ Clivet&n hersslt - Eis verses 
in praise of Catherine - fhe poet-herslt* s 
free admission of the Sieaes© ep i s t l e r ' s 
spi r i tual influence ©a him. 

I l l , gtefane Macosls A Boble 8ho @suaa the forld 43 

!2he ffecoais are a f ending family - £he 
saintly eplstler brings peace t o Stefano 
and his parent* in 1376 - KtoeeuUs gradual 
conversion to active CbxiutUnity now 
begins - Ee beeaaes Catherine9 s eraaaaeasis » 
Her 1 ©Hears to Stef«no*s mother, Monaa dovaana -
Catherine advises her not to interfere with her son's 
vocation - Thb vi*£ia of Si«aa despatches* twelve 
epist les to Sfeefeno - Her definition of t rue 
happiness - She advises Sfeofano to cast off 
the fe t te rs of bondage - He tefees the Carthusian 



habit i a 1-281 ~ t'jetconl e l a t e : thofe 
he mm hie «?h©a*?» of l i f e to the 
lut«ffcee&ion of the Bleesttd tefchar sod 
®t, fetheriae, 

willian Hote and the SaeeT&e of i*dfibility 

Smbridse-crEdusted H e t e ®&m to l ive 
in the I ta l ian Ja^pmtlniBa Forest of 
X,«scet© in 1362 - Be unwittingly c r i t i c i ses 
some of h is feUc9-henaits « Catherine'a 
six letter® to S£®t® ur^e hi» t o b® hunfe!© 
as casrifet was law&le - She stresses the fsct 
that tolerance springs from true love and 
asAakleaess - Brethcsr WftUlcss jirofresses 
upen the roaf of spir i tual eeerifteee -
fiie virgin of ssianfi eoBfitfets to Msa h«r 
teaching on e«lf*4anewltiA$e - §er Cristof^m 
t e s t i f i e s th«t Het® hae taken aH her 
ad»s»Ki.ti©i3fi ia ^tjod yart » Jftete't aersoa 
on Cuttt'erAne i» ia part &a sKpreeclca of 
gratitude to her for her beneficial in­
fluence on hia, 

FeiHoo^o dr. Qinm&t A Hantul %x&g& of flterissfe 

Era Belwoad© i s ^j^>oiated Catherine* & last coHfee<?©r 
in 1374 - "8*i» lg the ©50 that sees XfcsOty 
ruled by pXeeie**r# <MCX guided by uhsac© » 
Jh& ep&stler of Siea© trpsssaltg %fS7'{fz&®m 
l e t t e r s to h<ar ooafewaos* «- i&bs es&s&rts Mm 
t o iat<aasify Ms ©wap&iga against tne foe* of 
@od and 'Beufea - 8b» adv i se Capua MO* to let 
h is ijg'ea ««© tshsj^s m laroosslfrlo. Ho ils -
^aaorred on by Catherine*, he bat t les valiant* 
lv for Christ 's Cawreh » She reve^la h*r 
fa i th &a& t rus t in Cajsua - SJae sssid of Sloans 
aakes Baimoa&o Hwa* <3hi4&f l i t e r .-wry sntocuior ~ 
Hi* devotion to Catharine pr?sejpte r;im to writ© 
felu f i rat at«ry of hor l i f tu la t h i s toi&gray&y 
he attr ibutes mdh of My etjirltuci growth 
t o her* 

$OJ»aaso Cnfftforinil i%?ulrri««sr of fethOTialaaritspj 

ftn Towwtsso meats Cntherine- for the f i r s t tins© 
l a 136C - Hsr indebtedness to hln for his b ib l ica l 
expositions - <flhe Tuscan apint*s lefctcsr-'s to MRS 
on the. true. nentKdn/; of consecration to fioty « 
3he rsatdsifl® Cei*fnrlai thct ha must act r i t h 
unselfish iafc treat «ab6&-Xf of 1: Just Ctoriotinn 
ccflBffe - Ber epist-le on te?MPt> ;;ersc© •» 



Caffnrtai'e sfodsulon th&t Cetlussrin^ Jwfe a&on 
i n s p i r e to fcu-ve rjrJt?' w-A.t '~oulf; - Ila 
labours for nary taiai f i f ty ys&ia to have 
Catherine iascribud in the Gdfcalosu® of 
Saints - fra StaoaaBO'a «orks, the ^p^i^ip^vm, 
and the Luanda, ihbraviate. are replete with 
words of praise for the SieBsse saint, tihtm 
ha considers responsible lor hiii owa progrmsfe 
up the ladder of spir i tual perfection. 

jaUBaary sad Conclusion US 

fepsiklis As Letter fraa Catherine t o 
h P B i « F i <S? £ £ l i £ 3 «MSi 

^ippeadix hs ^moni'si ^listlsttai&l better 
to Caff ar tel 

/jopendLx U! Letter free: (Jcth«i'ina to 136 
feittlMi £ le te 

j^poadiE I>t Biersed ^'13lit® th« S«sfe«# 13S 

Appendix £t .Blessed SaiKsoade the l&sterljoi 130 

Ap^efjcix 3?? Cciionijw-.fcioa Bull of P&po 132 
I'ius IX 

ifes&reast of the a^asst® 1S4 



CHuIWi X 

Shot Catherine of Siv&v was o SJoniaic^a Sertl 'Ty -nd ^ 

Scint of the t&ddlo 4 ^ s la coraooa knowledge -ncaac i l&Bg© 

masher of C^tholies and aO»-OutholiGa$ but the* she uua o, 

vol\3xato3us eplst ler of the fourteenth Oentury, ^/to ©raployod 

at one® the Bervic«j& of Ber^eral aecrstorioe in?, fiosses^tru taad 

who could dictate inspiring spir i tual l e t t e r s to thro© ass i s t :^© 

siiSAltnneoualy, i s a fact not widely fcnoau. 

St. Catherine's epistles war© dlsp^ched to indlvidnolj of 

every stratum of society, ahich represoEfeed various <JS& diveers© 

teB^ercaantst t o powerful statesmen aM distinguished oleylees 

t o shrewd merchants end hsaghty aobiaaeus to iearasd doctors of 

law sad medicines to bold condottierl and plow ra&sfess to sics»le» 

isia&ei eotason KQB and ^osou and to hordeExed crteinola 1B prison. 

Indeed, her l e t t e r s present before our ^r©s a veritable $.:&j?,-£k< 

of the l&arteauth Century. 

She Sieneoe Saint flourished in cm «g® not®& far i t e singular-

ly opposite characters and iateroata. It was an ae,& which TKG 

SOOB to herald the advent of the ^Universal Ifan* as well -a the 

auo-vragem and Christian ItaMaiste. Although Gathering mm bora 

©f hratol® ijarenfefig® in 1341? wad died tMrty-threo year® Inter , ah© 

stands out, n<wertb®l©@a, rm a hifshly distiaottv® pcreoaality «sh©s© 

only interest wa® to teaeh love of ($@& end rasa oad to coutooft yelsrt^ 

l@8@ly the %mH sad a l l hie infernal WOTJEB. 



BE!X£LV?i<*Jl 0<£?iu*.A »vi '.T.Li >i E iT~ i \ I 0 

St. ly&ncls-lllte in ufdrit ad unoffoottx' in hor Brltiag6 

Catherine yet reveals a uaicfuely molded nature of u m r o l iafceTosft 

and a hS^a jjnd noble rated that io unr&etoteibly rofluctad in the 

very religious epist les «feich she addreaeed to her ceateapororieta* 

2t la these spi r i tual messages and the keen intel lect that diet at od 

theE which have left on indelible io^ression upon the rated© of 

hagiceraphers and scholars down through the ag©8« 

33a© single aid of t h i s thes is ia e therefor®, to oxamicG tet© 

th® extent of the influence of St. Catherine of Siena9a spi r i tual 

epis t les on her conteErporaries. t&ile very l i t t l e has boon written 

precisely on th® influence of tho Saint9e religious l e t t e r s , th® 

writer i s , nevertheless. Indebted pr tear i ly t o I*y. iSteuad Garrett 

Gardner's enlightening and well documented bookl, not only for direct­

ing h is attention to the ©slsteaee of an Interesting Catheriniaa 

problem, but also for prompting ilia t o collect Eiaterials for his 

t hes i s . 

2t i s in the preface to his work on Catherine, that Ifr, Gardner 

points cut that the "real substance of «hat ah®jCatherine[ljad to e yK £ 

i n ©any of her epist les " s t i l l remained uapubliehed*,3 chiefly because 

of th® fact that a ntasber of her 1 ©fetor© had not, tag* to his tiia©, 

boon unearthed* I s proceeds t o confide to the reader that ©Appre­

ciable a®ouE& of «ork i s " s t i l l t o be don© by whoso would restore the 

I a , G. Gardner, Saint Catherine of Siena. H»Y«i Xnsttoa, 1907. 

s £&&•• P. aw. 

I Ibid. 



fiSZ^WtflWHt Column ™m: diJl 'wX» n 

t rua aofl oosfelftte ooyruspoi«Cuu:o of the Bera&hic VIIKAIU"4 

I t I s , %hm* tiiteo obeermttlen* by Gcurdnur, together with 

the rsaark, msstly, that the diesese &iut fa,*j.1 wiuldea a to l l ing 

iafluaaet upon Bol iun social conditions of Uer t i nes , nsfeteto 

spurred the writer on to an investigatioa of a l l ovaiXabl® data 

oa Catherine and her l e t t e r s , B®& si&sa^waitly prosited Ma to 

write t h i s disss^statioa oa the Saiab'a spir i tual tefluaaa© ©a 

h<gy coats^orari©s« 

ifesstaed from the ©hroaelogicfcl standpoint, the wigAa® of 

the writer '$ problos tsay b© laid in th® 5%h&«s&h Oeafcuryg fa* 

i t was in 1913 that Sirolaso a i$ l i%t t rested nor dfrtfluftloa bot 

and created greater interest l a , the ©pisilsw of th® 3l«a*@e Viangta, 

after thay had la in &arasat for 1^9 years. 

After Qtgli had consulted Catherine's epistles i s the collect ion 

preserved by teig* Be Aagelis in th® Biblioteoa of S i « a , wad hai 

st-a&led the Fifteenth and Sixtefcath 0«H3feu3?y »wfew£j€iy printed 

epist les of th® Sefnt eirealeted by SVattteneal^ th® Anconeus 

feaet lsa,^ ler^aa©,^ ?«r<»©©n%s and Jter»i,*9h« jwlessefl hi® «oa> 

»ex*el ^ork, I^mM^U^^MMk^&M^&J&MMS^ »® c*ros*a 

folwaes 11 and 111 to the keraphio VirHa's epist les , ishieh tsyy© 

eec^oraponied by the erudite annotations of F©6eri$» BaTlciaaccbi, 

4 dardner, op>. ai$-«? p« W » 

8 a, M t e l l l , J . tetertea da Sloa^ -oaal l i ruvia , 1*46, I . 1111. 

6 3 . J . «oat.*nesl, j£g£j$oX®^Lii^ Solomon* 149?, 

8 B. da Bmm&o M^£HJL&*^l&J^®MM$u Vawila, X800. 

9 J-. %reaa»o, J M l l g l d O L J S S ^ ^ 
Teaseia, 1648, 

Siena. Venezia, 1584. 



Although i t met be otett ted that th© Gfell wi t iuns of 

1713 (Sieui) and X7?l (laaaca), a® well its the rcosrouwo 

.edition of I860, * w«r® carefully prepared tad p r i n t s , they 

do not, nevertheless, throw adsNjante l i^ht upon th© true 

value and Importances of Gathering's spir i tual influonc® as 

she exerted i t on her eortemporarias. Iter did AmoS&tor 

Burlsaaaeehi aek© i t his prtaary task to esanino a t e u t d y and 

evaluate the Gather iaian epistolary wove of influ^nceg yet w@ 

owe hia due credit for hi© ©j&mstivo yesGarche* into Faust ©es&h 

Century I ta l ian history, 

towards the end of th© l&aeteenth Century, Mother .tagasta 

Draae published what was regarded a® th® best Jkjglirih version of 

the Sienese Saint 's l i f e , 1 2 Drane's vim i s fully stated in th&tse 

wordsl *2h& writer has aimed at {giving the facts of St. Ofpthuriae'0 

l i f e as recorded by other biographers, restoring their chronologi­

e s ! order, and at the ®m® tiss® ei^plemeating th«aa with additional 

Batter drawn from original sources hitherto either perfei&lly or 

entirely neglected," ** 

Altheugjh J'other Xfroa® wes a foe of authors who tended to f i l l 

up the his tor ic outlines of the i r narratives with materials 

which were purely teagln&tive, she, aoaa the lose, unwittingly 

coHanitted error© of history, ehroaoio&y, tod rendition; for th© 

11 H. fomaaseo, 1© Lettora di s» testortec da Sien:. 4 vol®, 
Firea^e, I860. 

IS A. Drone, ^^M^m^M-Mx^M^m^^M^BB^^m 
S&6BS££&MLr*i ™l®* LowiOBI ZM®m>m9 Qr&m fr Go,, 191S, 

13 B i d . , vol. X, p . 4x. 



191S edition of hear work, published sft th® bcfcevt of Sran© 

enthusiasts, bears this flyleaf not »tion plas@d imae&iatssly 

before the prefaces •through th® kindness of Professor Jteond 

Oarduer, certain errors of Italian History and Chronology, and 

ia the translation of at, Catherine's let ters , have been corrected.ss M 

Of course, Profesaer ferdaer i s th© Sr. Oer&uar who© the 

theslBHsriter has already mentioned in the present Introduction. 

To be sure, i t ressalned for Sardmer's researches to focus attention 

on the fact that Catherine's epistles do shed a new ll'vhfc upon 

the troublous religious end social conditions of her era. l i s 

book lays unusual «phasis upon the Seraphic Virgin's poaee-rokiag 

aiaeians and personal influence in the Italian interstate relations 

of her t tees. 

However, Gardner Is concerned tsar© with Catherine's influencing 

personality as such than he is with her epistolary influence, Shea, 

too, his "book is a picture of certain aspects, religious and 

political, of the fourteenth century ia Ba ly . s i B la reality, th© 

Gardner publication i s a "sew l ife of th® wotsaa C^hsrte©! «h© 

was the finest end most ©tegle-hearted patriot of her sc©.5* ** 

In the preparation of his work, Gardner v&s "greatly eided 

by the manuscript® s t i l l preserved of Catherine's let ters , saenuaeripta 

* — — • —»««^«« « — « « « — 

14 ffront flyleaf notation, injUe^cjUL** Yol. I . 

15 Tame are Osrdaer'e prefatory words. OP. c i t . . j„ v i i . 

I© Ibid , 
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fu l l ©f unpublished matter which are hlthart© been uEcccouBft* 

©bly neglected, having Apparently eecr^od the notice of a l l 

biographers end editors.^ l™ 

Another cosstastjomry echolsr who contributed ro/jfc to f 

be t t e r uatostandtsag sM appreciation of Crthexiao'sj yriistlws, 

was Prof wsor Tide T». Sounder, who l a 1905 ra&bliohatl hes* ©&y$>furiy 

prepared book, M^^J^^m.M.M%m^^M^mJM^^Ji^M£&» 

Her book was received so enthusiastically tht-t sho successfully 

put out three other editions, l a 1906, 1911, end 19D6, 

Professor Seudder, in trftnslatiuf ©sly obouft TO of tho 400 

epist les attributed to the Snintly fipistler, originally usiid the 

Qigli t e s t , which, thetapjh accurate, in so try to on interpretation 

of th© fuscen vernacular employed by the S&©R©S<S> f ixate i s eoneurned, 

i s incomplete. 

It i s important t o note, too, thr-t Weud/Jer'e volume i s not 

devoted principally to .- n ovalu&etlon of the influesce exert©d by 

Catherine's spir i tual epist les , Fscther, has* work i s lnfe@cde& as 

a ocsjTOH&ery on the Kind and per@ono.lity ©f Cstheris© (•© thciy or© 

reflected in hoy l e t t e r s . 

Since Oigli 'e ti©e, aw Cftthorinl^n epiatolr-.ry fflfstertf-ls, 

once ©Bitted or suppressed, have boon included by scholrrs such 

©88 Ibnfoal, *8 Hot so, *S Itawtier, ^ Do Soisaiou, ^ Slas, s 

17 s , ferdner ft»»....ott.«T p , v i i . 

18 A* fflanfuni, le t tore fli &», Cto tg fe % gl^aa^, Merino8 
llererla. ^ o f e ^ ^ ^ 

10 P. K Stotso, M & e j ^ J ^ ^ ^ G-jffUfjrl, '1931. 

SO B« Jyfewtl©re aourp^a,,Mfiififflrophft^fe, Pari© X9K1. 

*il A, Be BoisBleitt, .gf#jtQ p^jbjrtne_Jcnfljie^ I ^ U g t g ^ lStT3, 

P r ' 3» Ms®« Sgnt^Cjdsojr inBj^j^ejg^ ?crir«o, 3M4„ 

mailto:per@ono.lity


F a t i a i , 2 3 Uddc.sso, ** i i i t e l l i , ^ Lnosaott i , ^ ond n ioe ic t tu l l i . ' v 

£h© writer hoe found of tremendous vnlue th© j^jlatpl^iy&o. 

of Hisc i^ t to l l i , principally oeocmso tho It ' t tur hno Included 

in h is work th© l e t t e r s of Catherine's faithful fiiaoipleo 

(fogll&resl. Stall* Coll<s, IfaeQn&e Boll© Viffno, Cuf rnvini, and 

Flat©), us well as a group of opistloo penned or dictated ^ 

the Saint and originally unecirthed by dordusr and Motac* 

Jer the sioaera student of Catherine, writes f i scL^t te l l l , 

the l e t t e r s of the disciples OTQ "the root precious document) for 

on understanding of the atraoBptore in * l e h the sliople-heorted 

Sleneao Sciufc spent h(jr hora© l i f e , confided har secret thoughts, 

her t&alitkiQ of happiness, Borrow, and bop*," ^ 

«.*urJLly importout aru th© FTlsoiotteili newly edited iedters 

dictated or penned by Catherines for they are vibrant with tho very 

hasten feeling of tho Saint, and proe@nt her e@ the lover and soother 

Of BOUls. 

Another 9w©nti©th«-€0afewy iEd©rprat©r and editor of St. Catherine's 

epis t les , i s Tv, ir&genio EUprc£»rJ'h@sGl&©r, Before stnrt in? won- on 

r s G. a c t i m , i# rritioc..ytpflarao a .Le,&ett@re di oat% 
Cesurlna to Sloan* 1931, 

14 A, e. OddassQ, tefetoro dt. floifto. Gat orlop do Slona a Icono 
fiell'Arlstocraaia. 'ODG, 19^7, 

Zb 0» B l to l i i , iiftata .CB^ari«a-dtt..Uleuoi tpetoro SooXt.e. flon 6 X94B, 

^Qfesaionlati .ea a&ll > r t l a t i . flana, 194?. 

C7 *'. Hiaciat te lH, ^ e t o l t a r i o i Xo lattarjejglJa fiflf itfflna, fln, 
kleni o di *Jtcuni Oooi jfiseq>oll. Ute. voluraos. T-1ronso, 1040. 

ra ibid., vol. n , p. is. 



his ambitious project, ]M%m%. ALlMftiLJajaEtaajfla-aigta, 

(Bema, 1041). fir. ttbssei&er had alruady written sova vary pro­

vocative £8d penetrating ar t ic les on s*iu SuiMB's l e t t e r s to 

I ta l ian statesmen. As yst9 he h* & not c<wrr>letod hits propoeefl 

l&rge-ecal« interpret* «*ive t rek. However, the i'iryfc volume of 

hie pyoject, which i s th© only cao h® tone thus f̂ -r fiubliehed, 

emcodles n fund of iufornatlon for the orifiic oar ricdi-cv&l Xtriient 

for tu i t he presents a aorjpjtrctivfc study of the to«&ur.l co&te!a£s 

of 88 of St. Catherine's l e t t e r s IM edited by (3I&U &M ftaus&aeo* 

iraong these letter© &&cMn&& by Bi«€4&©i &jr& & f&® of thu«»© 

o&dreae&d by featherlJi* to Jtueoni, &«ffurint, Soli© Vigw>, Iftetct, 

end FegUareai* 

itewwig the other principal works Which have bsfen profitably 

u t i l ized in th® preparation of th i s thesis ma «jhleh dfe&erve 

special mm&loi^ una the foilowii^-* 

i ) !!.~H. leurtaat, 11 Irofcua&o GaatuLlejao Qtilsuo, 2M3)» 

This volume cOBprxs«£ a ce l l (action «£ teetixaaniss cut. It&fc&ura 

by Cetheriae'e follc$?@?e, and othfcS'&s t&o h&d cuew unuer heir 

laflusEJce, Being the depositions of the %itx4»s&a who \*a?v 

eit«£ to cprfe'.r before STUSCSMO Btrbo, Castell© IBtishtv of 

yc&ice, in 1411, in 4iu«r to giv* t testimony XMgcjrdiag tht> ioaast* 

Virgin'* saacctlty end doofcriwi, thoy *we oftfertftrds uaed ii. the 

process of her ctnonlzutioo* Sevferwl of the nor© iat̂ r̂t<au& co&ttiatafiiosi®. 

Oatsriaa. S, 0* 1, Xd3B, pp. 113»XB6« "En aodlce ia&dit© 
dell 'opietoltirlo di G&terluc dc itittna^" in bulletiae dell 'letltufe 
atprlgo I tal lana. 49, 1033. a£t problem esrltlee delle 
l a t e r e di Qattartoi aa Sliasa,*' i a i j j j^ i^t ' j .g i id^ i l |^ i | ,^t ,2 i 
Storico X»«UWBD. 49, 1033, pp. n?»278. 



including thoso of Caff;*yiai, Itoceni, Bart©lone© fi© Sooinid, aiO 

f tdavolt i , are to b® feunfi in th i s book. M older publication confe-lae 

th© depositions of ©WTOB witnesses ouly, whereas liSurost^Q ®d£tio% 

which follows vory cl©©«siy th© origins! EJoEftascript pr©s«nrod in th© 

Basilic© di S. Somejaico In Siana, cojs&aia© t«Ety- f our, 

SeaauBJs. israpfla Elinor ftftlano, 1948). Prior to 194H Qeffa^sAH 

l^onda I&aor.. sMeh i s an tibsi^s«E& of adl© fS^ne'e Me©rejphy 

of Catherine, had m t f boou published ia I t s ©s&irefcy. 2S»&, 

for th® f i r s t tin©, Sfec^ettthinl has pablishod on edition' of 

Qaff$riss&*s so-oullcid cgjpendis which c©Eit«iw BOTCM! additions 

which he dlscoverou i a raa ©rteia-. 1 codas preserved In th© Liblio* 

taec Ua&ionoie Ba'sideasa di Milciio. Oaffarini wo a well acquainted 

«rith th© Sciint aoay years before she b«aa<s knew to Sells. ?iga@s 

and th© spir i tual itfluaaee that ah© eserted on those stox&grs of 

h@r imesr circl©, ^hioh Dell© ¥iga© loeraad fro© th© lip© of 

othsre, had oft ©a been per&oaaXiy obsorvod by hio, Shis tesk 

fonas oc*s of tho volumes of tisjat grc% of rer© &*h«rtnicn $o:sks 

©Meh has boea published by the fettedra Qotericnu of th© ''. Ltivipr-

s i t e di Siena. 

i l l ) G. OfeU, 7ito...fl€>ll& a©raflea froc £1 Qoflj; ,^ f f to t 

S« Coteries da Siena {&i««h., 1707}, Bale i s th© Xtol&sa rexditioa 

of tho original l i f e , eorsoonly called th© lmasz&t tho prepiretton 

of ghlch WAS «ferest@& to fateoato dell© ?i$n© d© Gej«a, «to he4 ISMS 



^ *IOCUTII ill CtSiSuilut *ui J'!*' /»JI 

Catherine's spir i tual director oafi int ln to friend duriur tao 1 ct 

and most Satportant parisd of l u l i f e . '̂ h« iJCfiSi w y *'rtM«& 

in l a t in hy Saliondo, 'jad w..s f i r s t irii&eltfcgd into It, 11'A by 

th© Stiat^E gwr^tary, "n ±l©ri &i iaa&wtciQ del refill. *aA» «i*ui 

in 1707 Glftll, Professor of *°©lUo I stores* in the ttoivwreit^ di Si©m, 

undertook th© publication of ^ t h e r i n e ' s lif«* aud c o l l e t « wortee, 

he erused a new t rsns l i t ion of the i^^iaf, to l»e an?© by fe® Oaaofflic© 

Bernardino Pesei. 'Jh© ¥£fe$ now foms th© f i r s t veluro of Oi&Li's 

X'Qpare &4 ^ntr .Qptortea. S&is voluj»e 1B ?3ple$e with Mswato ' s 

irapr«ssious of Catherine's const out dovotioia to , « d iaflueme© 

on, her spir i tual H^atly\ of ishieh. ah® wao th© jaother nnd taafi. 

,4n auflysle of St. Goth«3ria©*® ©;>iatl©a discloses lh» fact 

t h r t eh® nddreessaft sq̂  w%£t3at©ly 400 r cssaroa to &t Iw.* Kfc 68 

persons and £©v«t8Wi©y*i»l *»»& eoelesir.sticrl bodies. Because of 

th© ©at©ẑ  and variety ©f her e©ryu-spcnjU»iee, i t hu» heuxx n60t»ks.ary 

t© c^nfiue thifc thesis t© her spir i tual l i t e r s eaft to the t r ea t ­

ment of the foil ©ring s i s dfstijactiv© hlefcorle*! irSXteontrtMS, ĥ© 

provide as ^gecust® erosfc-seetlestel representation of th© coi> 

temporaries upon whets th® Seint of $!«& exerted a tymm&oa© spir i tual 

influences 

i ) Bonier! &i Lsadooeto ds& Pa^liaresl (&. 1406), a 

disciple and a secretary of £$, Catharine, .an ©xeell®»6& poet, &afi 

author of a rhysed Saiats-X^gesKi and of haa&tlful Iftuds lu $,raie© 

30 Crth©rixi©*« foi^-huialruu ItM&re in rstjaw»oript Jew art 
t o ho found in th© foJloatnv? Sswowr c i t i es J $ t w « 
M-blioteet. C*.oj<&iiiU.fc (fnajieipai©) Si Siena, ? *>«!?« I l l , S. 
Bcraa-Bibliotosa Sasanatonee, PY8S. ?s>? « $ 31*^1 Uil'lictec® 
VKtiotJBb, G«3« Vat, <«afe. ftt9j XKLblloteeu Itaslonalo / l t tor lo 
IfeaiSi©!©, r 6. 10̂ * (?'&, b. Pent, 9) , ?irem«-53iHi©t©©c 
"Mml®nhl% Kfeu, ^leJ&inl, &@«60fc « l . f i l l , f *i>. 3U?70 ssA 
I860, e l . SOW. t af>, 10? OT& MS, ©1. UXWU3. HS, 13Cf 
l i b l i o t t e s *iaaardiana, \ ,, 1303, 184Se 1678. ISBSOIS* 
Bri t i sh tfuweaŝ  ifejpleloa, n , 3 « 0 . 



l i p fj • c^ i i l s ? t > ' i t %*:< ( , i J* 1 ' • '* i * 

of th© virgin of tsiouu, 

i i ) SbdPuaD di Corruoo N M»1 l<. K vi^, . riu^-GuuurJl 

of th© oarthueioa t ardor and ho. lor of fooco. 

l i i ) u i l i l o b'Aet© (d, circa IcB^), tht, Joglleh AcuotluieB 

mask who directed th© ac t iv i t ies ©f tho &it*n©o© GatlwtaS©t©8 

iv) Baissond© doll© Vi^ao do Uapua (d. liS^S)), r&atcar-

Guta©rcl of th© I©csinic«ja&, £*• uathortue'© cMrf spir i tual 

director, UIJ author of foqptie I«ftrts fluthsrinoe ealala 

LepfcaMk, (I3yb)« 

v) ^oracteeo di ids&otii© Jtoocl UofiVriai {&» 1434), ouo of 

th© afiiiifc'© f i r s t follower© ion most loyal ©©©©©Intee, ^ao i s 

r©caa3b©r©d for hi© Le^enda '"lao-r ag&tadefctlf'nbl© labour© t© 

have th© ©pi st lor of SieBa ©o»©Bis©d, 

isfc thi© Juetur% th© writer wuld l ike to issdioat© raor© 

spodtflcelly th® Unit© of, sad th© two-fold approach t o , hi© 

pvotolm* Shis prefect 1© not aaas©rued with a r©-io£)©3epr©t@li©B 

of th© i^s t ioa l ©r ascefeidol theolo^? of Cothorija©'© ©gse, a© 

t h i s aeuld he th© ©oife of traiascl theologiou©* Fior do@s i t 

pr©t©a& to re-evaluct© Gathorino'a merit© a© a l i t e ra ry writ or, 

for th i s -maid h@ th© task of esport l i t terateur®. 3h© prcblaa, 

thou, deals solely with a discussion of Q@therl&e*s spir i tual 

©pieties, which, with the ijrac© of God, brought about a houeflcinl 

ehfiEge lu th© lives of oortnin raea of hor tin©©. 



iBtBaaasosiixt QMxmaiHi& •L'MK & l a t t iS o 

Hbvrever, a solutiou of tho thesis prohloa hn© rmplr®& 

the following two-proved sppuleet 

F i r s t , i t hue be©ta ttec©s©r?y to rw&mr into ifeSKligto 

sevesty-seven fuecan &a& Latin ©pistl©& despatched by Catherine 

and her disciples. Except i % for those appended t© thi© the®!©, 

these epistolary renditions remain in taamaerlpt form. 

Seooud, th© thesis-writer ha© beon obliged to inspect 

th© sevaaty^euvea docuraeHfes for rsj.1 sad roaeoacibly f<cceptabl© 

elements of G&th^riu© r©li@iou© isfluoao®. 

9hiB novel treatment, of ©aaniaiag aai evaluating th© 

©stent of th© Si©ut>s© virgin 's epistolary iiiflueno© ©a her 

disciple©, has never before been similarly et tempted. 

Inesnach a© 071 year© have ©lapsed sine© Catherine's 

death, I t i s sot an ©eey wattor to put cue's finger upon oa 

infal l ibly tangible influx©©©. therefore, th© writer, keeping 

t h i s fact co&tlrai&lly l a sil&A, has t r i ed to avoid fel l ing iat© 

the error of iutolerast d^satia©. 

In the chapter© shich follow, th© word uinfltionc©'5 <sill 

©ear e res t r ic ted saeaaiag. Catherine's epistles will b© recorded 

©e an in f luxes ©«ily to th© extent that they Bet a© en adjuvant 

ogeuey i a helping to ©odlfy th© ray© ©f living in her coritOBrpornri©©. 

2a Chapter 11 of th ie study, which taaediGtely follow© t h i s 

Introduction, i t will b© shewn that 6fttl&erin©*e epistles helped 

teach Bonieri 2»©&liar©st» a preraisiiig? young poet and Tftntist, to 



detoch his eyes, niud uM hu&rt fron th© lov© of vis ible 

and f in i t e things of tbu v^orld find to vlront hi© t t twkioa 

t o th© Ifonlffl of tho Iwrtoiblo one! th© Infinite. 

ahuptor 111 centers on ufeufum lisooui, tho ' w i t h y but 

lukewana .oieueB© CSirletiin. I t wis >ia '̂ 'fchorin©'© lefct^s ^Mch 

ti?©r© Inotrumentul in changing hisj a t t i tude toward darist and HI© 

Shuroh, and, f inally, i n loadtag hita Into u Qartfaueian iBondatary, 

where he rtsaignod end yielded up to th© high pl©asus°© of God a l l 

lov© «ad offeetion for wot Idly things, 

Iiov? ti?e sa in t ' s spir i tual Messages ptsrma&dod Villlara Flete, 

©n /fca^uatiaion hanait, to shuk© off th© yoke of prid© taad r«®d©r 

hisseelf © frfc© tad hurdle Ghritstloa by rofusiaic to taeke himself 

€i ^udg© of other© and by loving M B brother hearaits, i s discussed 

in Chapter IV. 

In Chapter ?, th© writer show© how th© Clones© virgin'© 

letter© helped sow© Bdtaoado da Capua, her c©et I l lustr ious 

confessor, to v fu l l u®&©r©taMin@ of h is duties to Christ, His 

Church sad His vienr as ©carta, end helped, tramforn hiss 1st© s 

worthy soldi©? of th© Mvin© Ceptain of our salvation, In ord@r 

thpt h© nifiJA f©PTl®saly ewsbrfa fl®@hiSy ©la m& corroptioa, 

Ghsfptar VI revolve© abort Scrams© Oaffoslnl, the Steinicaa 

f r i a r t o whom QothoriB©'© spir i tual Booaagoo so SuaprsiBsively 

p o l l e d out th© ioportrinc© of forvent pmyor oad perfect uaioa 

with Qod, in ornfte1 to be euoteiiwd a^airat worldly twjptatioaa, 

tha t , ©fter Iwr denise, lm devoted hi© best ©ffort© to th® diffusion 



of th© cult and th© ta-acaiafi of th© virgin of £leac, cad <sv«a 

initiated th© process of hot b©®t ifloatlan. 

fh© final Chapter gives a auimiary of th© thosi© and 

ocacluslone drewa frcaa p. study of th® influsRC© of Q®therins*o 

spiritutsl epistles, 

$n î !p©nc?ice© A, B end 0 wMca hnv© b@m added to this 

thesis, th© writer ha© Introduced & psrtiaaat %%mp of trtyaelatod 

passages which appear ia ltsspaartcnt Tuscan sad Is t ia d©GUK©ats 

despatched by Catherine cad Ssefeao !f»cesi» 

la ttypmsftLeob $ and 1 hove h©sr. included biographical sfc©£©h@a 

of ^ l l l i s s Slots and B&fcaonslo d& fepua4 which &r® seldom tmmd i a 

©©uvealis&sl ABsricfU ©r Sssgliah wastes on Gstasrla* *r hes* disciples* 

i&gspeacUbs F Is devoted t® && «E6y«cs t.-'Iasa froa Pews Pius ll1© 

Ball for th© QaaoaiKatioa of th® Sloasse vii^ia* 

1h#s® selectleas, «ssiffifelal as they r\r© fw a elear u&dcr-

standing of th© th©sis as # t&ols, have b©en regarded as too l@agthy 

for iacluaiaa la in® bo^y of this protest. 



OEAPOTK 11 

BAUUJRX PAOUaRBbXl A rQ$$ SMQ BOCCMhS A JWWI 

i l l l i t e ra tu re s©at®ria£ oa Sb. Oatheria© of Siena 

mentions the fact that th© position ©h© occupies l a her 

own ti@es i s altogether aa exceptional one. 3h& d®©@ not 

belong to a religious orders yet she i s neither a secular 

nor © recluse. 8h® appears before us surrounded by a group 

of devoted followers who are attached to her by a© other t i e s 

than those of personal affection. Among these disciples tare 

individual s of ©very variety of ©&©, stat ioa *Tnd character. 

Active l a Catherines spir i tual c i rc le are 8ft ©fern© Ifeeoai, 

William Hot©, Sairoado da Capua, foiaa&s© Caff ©rial, aad Baalari 

Fsgi iares i . With ©11 these otherworldly parsons, who are th© 

coat sopor aries of the worldly Boccaaci©, Seecadslli, Valla, PesgiOg 

aad Seachefctl, th® saint ©orris® oa a correspoadeace. Ml of 

thea feel free to aSk for her spir i tual @dvic©, aad t o ©ash aad ©very 

one of thea she feels obliged t© give counsel ^cording to th© 

sincere dictates of her salad nad heart . 

She i s not formally schooled l a th© fundamentals of divinity? 

therefor©, she does aot thltf- herself qualified to answer teohaieal 

theological cjuestious. Wwm®p<,, from time to time she i s brought 

face to face with dlstwfciag spir i tual pnMLsm which, with th© 

assistance of Mmtgbfoy @®d, sh© ha&dles tactful ly nad c&rafuily. 

•fiuong th® ®or© Isrolved spir i tual oases which COSJ© to the 

attention of Cotherla®, i s that of Boalerl Pasttoreal, or Just 



fl3J©rl% ns h© is often otllod* Jin (iretiwt nfeutoob of Dantu 

and ;-'©& raxes aad a gifted, vorts&fiia' who boloafjs to th® wrowl 

group of dsralttft Hemiesonc© w i t ore, ho i© well u.juipjjoti, 

©daectioanlly, to follow tho Slaaasc Bystic'ti unusually plcoood, 

though beautiful, thoughts aad rapid dictations when h© h&smm 

her secretary la 1370, 

Sh© -any la «&ioh £»sgli&y®&& ©era©© to noot Csthortn© and th© 

Qaaa©r ia «hloh th© saint9© spir i tual ©piotlo© influence- a te , 

const i tute, ao &©ufct„ th© laost lafcereetiqe; aad ©salting episodes 

of the poetically inclined secretary's l i f e . 

It appears that t h r o a t hie r.o<33alataaoo with a fjroap of 

Uaivoreity of Siena students, Fra Start oloaoo di Semenico, tho 

s a t a t ' s second coafassor, forms a friendship with Pogllarssl, 

tsh© has for son© l i t t l e time been enjoying eoaeidarebl® fro© as 

a maker of v̂ r@@s« l e r l , mm belongs t o ©a© of th© l©seer aobl© 

fafailles of £i©aa« begins to consult 'lira BnrtolcRe© ©boUb hi© 

spi r i tua l c l ff ioul t les , shicli cir©9 Indeed, quit© cos< l a s . 'Sh© 

yeuag poot hat, perhaps, beta disturbed obout sosa© uapleaeaat 

sspejrleaces of %h& ',,aet. i& any rfcte, he i s ,%v ;r©L©»slvo, nor©©© 

sad dejected. t3i© world disgusts hin, but rollfjioa doe© not elro® 

hiss iyith ©uffieient impetus to savor hin from wh&t ho detests. 

Probably i t i s h is poetic faculty which raajpjiflws hie r-carplasitlos. 

H© ©©eras to ®m everything with blurred ©dues, Shore i s ao 

quotation of th© fact fchnt th© troubled and hypar-sonsltlv© Iferl 

I s vsoafe to laak© Era Bartsloaeo ©l^a. 



RULXJUII ^ ^ l - ^ / I S A i'UJ? ' M" .llAl',^ A \'. - ''1 

Mb loag Ifjst, Sra DrJrtolon©o t'Orsuadeo iJagliayo©l 

t o approach th© iSioaoso virf*ia, assuring hto tliet ©h© will 

be able to ©sgil&ia ©verythlag to him* Being an ariafcocrat, 

Herl i s careful t o do th© oorruot thing* Eto adr'rosseo a foraol, 

but rather aoiv©, l e t t e r t© the qystlo, l a vMch ho asks to bo 

resolved l a th© c i rc le of h@y aotjualntaaaes, E© recoivos th® 

folloalag reply fro© th© "S&ttsa Spiritual©®! 

¥©u oak n o t o cdogst you 00 a son, cad although 
I csa bu& oa unworthy, miserable, and OT©feah©& 
sinner, I have already adopts ©d you, aad hove don© 
so with affectionate love. I tev© also pledged 
nysolf forever, l a th© ©Ŝ afe of God, to answer for 
you to Bte for a l l th© ®im nMoh you hcv© etmaittsd 
or cil^ift ©OEjrcit, Bewever, I prqy you to fu l f i l l iqy 
desires $hst i s , that you confess yourself tdth Ghrist 
Crucified, by entirely severing yourself fron inaa&an© 
eoaversu&ioa, a© l a ao other asanasr could w© have th i s 
coaforraity with th© Son of God. Cloth® yoursalf with 
Christ Cruaifieds for B© i@ that wadding garment that 
u i l ! glv© you gr&a© hare, ^ad, aft©* your earthly death, 
will plae© y@& at th© ba»as©& of ©SSoraal l ife* 

t5txa© basins th© firgfe of at least a dosaa tru® peoe© of 

soul masaogea, & efeic&i WfiEttaally ©ok© a deep and last ing teproseion 

oa Fasri. Of th@s© tw®lv© spir i tual <*©©pntch©s, only thro© cr© 

found to b© l a &*gli®h translation ^hon th© th©sis>t;rit©r uad©rtd:©@ 

1 S, SOCEIQS0O, J&t &efr There dl ®at&iu Gaftorina da &leafi» rebfeor 99, 

2 i\ llisciattolli l i s t s then m follossi Xottcara f i l l . 
xxn, x, vi, xcix, on, U-KHVIU, oxxm, cwai, cuoi, 
OGi-.tHl, iSGMLii, aGKiXKI. i&ss© ooasagee ore olatributod 
tlinmghm* ¥©ta©a 11, 111, iv t aoA VI of fliaoi^tt©Ili«© 



BMSJM A'AfllMl^ll A 'O.?'1 "• K' H>£W.i> ft ft>* T? 'S 

t o render th© rettidUulag aia© Into th© iJngilch toufm©, 

l&w, for th© f i r s t fete©, ;:& «i rurult c; tho twelve 

readi t ioas, the ceatilet© maul picture of Iforl - th© »©o-4 - ^--a 

Bastaolst as well a© th© Chriatiem TSmattst - comes 4at© view, 

I3eri the IH^et, Tshos© aoal io ©til l ovMmrg*i& i a troublw.ai mates'©. 

I s tolfi 1M. d o s r terws t o fol'cre? th© pr^h osrj® trod, far iasfcaoee, 

by 31. IVrascis «ud i)fe, T r i a l s . T©s, Is© i s r^visyd to folio© ih© 

©aKtRple ©f Shrist Himself, tact £$* to divest htes^lf of a l l 

voridly poseess&oas, resign htsitsulf e©ffiijX«jf£©ly fron th i s ?'0?1& 

aad sack th© aosct. He i s virtually eo*8»B»d©d, la flu©, to 6rowa 

hlRssXf ia th© Sacred Mood of Hla VSho dl«! oa Mouat Calv^sy for 

th© ©las of aas. 

Bacrosa of C«ths>rla©9s kiadly but o: adifl rflvica, liort thlak® 

h© ought to ase her. Be i s coa^rlncsd tly»t sh© ia ao 8j©re -roeisa* 

Hs even suspeofcs that she feasts that h© has aa aili&g soul* Be©ll2lfi@, 

thsa, thct hla soul i s spir i tual , b® believes that i t ought t o hevo 

saE?©thiag spir i tual 1%© i tself ; aad, of course, ©a3y Cs&haariae, 

he k@©as repeatlag to hiias©lfe turn Bell give his soul th© accessary 

aourishraeafc. SPo her, therefore, h® ga©s IsBaedl&tely, 

3 $bes« u4a© l e t t e r s , pstnaed i a the Itascna Ifjuguatr©, r? & t 
l a J?* i l l se iu t te l l l , op. ©It., aad ©r© oBsigaed ih© 
follovdag surfcersf AXU, Wtfl, 3G1X, 0V1, CIX;»W1- tifcCtt, 
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Pegllrr«e&*s3 f i r s t v i s i t with the ©jiiilt'onl math IT* ia t. 

©ordlal on©8 bu& bsfor© i t i s owr, Or^lvarlau dv^x® hin r©M® 

aad asks hto if he c&a, l a fche near fufturo, act m Imv cscrsfctfry* 

lassasach as th© holy ooietley ha© not a® yot laarasd t o rood or 

©rite, sh© fra3&3y9 though sadly, adalts hm inabi l i ty to raraijaalaft© 

th© qgolll* She yoaag poot, sbo i s woat t© picas©, m&mm Viatel© 

Joy at th© prospect of halplag G&thmtm* ?© b«? «®k©d a ©awt©© 

fsm* a friend has always b@©a a. pleasure that tea relieved th© 

©slsacholy seas© of Ms c m usslossa©^©, nfoiofc ha® for mftuy y©srs 

harassed him* B«& thix&S ho® such nor© shea the reigasst i s taod© 

by th® Sissies© s^iatS 

l e r i i s aooa s©*aa at Catherine*© aid© writing epistles at hear 

dictation, Oa© corning, after hs hr.s isrltten c s©rl@s of sissiv©® 

for fch® Slm&m mystic, th© l a t t e r thanks hire cordially for h is 

teiad assist aucot thereupon th© poet-scrib© remitee, oliaost self­

consciously, that h© i s happy t© assist hm9 provided that sh© can 

©©ssfciau© to asks us© of oa© ©ho i s ©old ©ad l^aoraat of heart* 

Sathsria© knows iaet&atly that thes© -sords hav© eons fran th® 

l ips of ea Sasre&sifigly spir i tual ly sick man, SSie thus look® at 

him t®ad©rly aad uuder standingly. *l kmw issuiai&feiay," aha ©ay© 

to bio, Bthat your soul was v@ry tsuch troubled end that ywx »©r« 

disposed to continual BM&AI straggle© sad eoyrlelous moods, i&A 

keep ©oastfiafely l a R&nd t h i s truths that God created ua to «&iv© us 

wJLi^srruptsd llf© her©»»ft«»r*9 



**X r sac l l only too -i*X2," tn© iiaftfclvo bu1> uouraful 

l-V-gli;retail repl ies , ^ I c t fret; tuu tin© X vo», «- ruvo ohild 

I hnvo suffer^ fraia w©«fc «.•!!. C6«fuaiosi»;! 

BOcafusicii ox* thufc ldat i-«utvr4> th© oc/ul uneatiuseble to 

i t se l f , * &igki& th© p&tlunt fettoia©. *X& Is f*r **©ya© than easy 

other ntoincr ©1 saifj.'srii^;* «ast your «B?©S u^oa th© tiros®. 2h©r® 

you f i l l flud th© light that lib©r&t©s us fr«fi» d&rkafcsfe, t*& ©say 

ftt'j} th© acdcrn&l ^ifceh-llkti. durkaos© of ssostal s la , bos also fro© 

the d*xfene&fc ci ala©iuey©a confusion, wfr&ch OTorKfoelaa th© soul 

uMsr color ©T JsaaUlty.9 

si*«t 1 forget,'* aha adt'a vnith at tract ©rieti© gsstleaoss, 

8d© pj-t.-£ r e , if wesu v l l i , th© ©troag help which I stead mjch i a 

A&S&, saca as you hav® readarad m© th i s dey.3 "* 

Kesri l i s t ©as to 0«&h©i?ia©»a ©©©tuindiag but sesn ln^ui word© 

«ltii deep resignation. Because h© Is ©s&remsly sensitive sad often 

t rase l iag <m -fm vessgo of rsli&iQtt* d©sp©ad©a©s, she has to t s l k and 

•5©?i*o to hto <|aittf frs^usotly, BO thoft a© «®y b® 3Lift®& euB of his 

aafcursl tasdeaoy to sauadsK- <*&& Mgcoursgiraent* $h© i t i s who 1© 

able to tstf'usc iafcu aim fomr wxi strong aad higjfe hearted hops. 

One lepras fveta Si&thsrias* s epis t les , ao M»O11 ^g from th© 

©orrespBadfatsfe can-Jed ©a boit'aaa ha* ^.isai^les, that th© paafe-

secretary's habitual w©ab«I t r i o l i.e thiss he cannot realls© that 

«W—*nnfwwmi iiuiii ^bjuiwc—i'in— •p^•«««au* i i JI ni mini in ewiiijnijiiinj,iulnli 

4 ho l los ism© Jr^^irJrcslaaa11 di J&OOJLA 0ui<3i©ai©ni • 
GQ6*K 5. H i , 3 , i a th© Bibliotosa fuaiclpal© l a 
Si©aa» Of* Deposition of Kre foonaso Coffexicd 
l a ^recoso© di V©a©siow

0 Ood, HawAco, f • IS, ool, 3»f. 
col* l)» 
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the BssevsBly fcthsr ha® f©r$lv«m Mat his s ins . $hus Vsri 

i s wont to upbraid himself as uxssorthy to b© healed s© soon 

©s he ^isa©s« 

But th© gyfapathosi© virgin of Sî am well know© the a©©ds 

of ]?©rl* Sha fenws his burdea i s heavy an& that h is Im^rH i s 

very ssd. tieatl© speech, she reasons, wil l help snachj for I s 

not gentle >̂©©ch often Ilk© man® from th© skies? Sh$ addresses, 

therefore, th© following effestlnnfvfc© yet soul sfcirrlmt ©pistl® 

t© hsr ¥>©rpl®£©d spir i tual sous 

i&lo?» th© pv©bl«a ©f prar soul to b© solved in 
the hope of the .Blood of th© Crucified das. fro© 
self-knowledge, ishich you c&a Kbiwc through hostility, 
wi l l lacrease l ight . Is not cur Or actor aore ready 
t© pardon then we to off ©a&t Has h© not pat up with 
our unilf:atfeC/ufcs©8i», and. i s not sadness th© »©rst ©f 
©13 our ftmlte? I* i s o«rt«iTily so, ay dear son* Open 
your ©yes, then, t o th© ligtft of holy fa i th . See how 
amah you are belsvec of God, *iad beholding His lev©, 
do not be disturbed because you likewise see the 
ineptaess and luk©mmi©B© of your osa hesrt , but 1<& 
self-knowledge only aigEient year injaility ©ad feindi© 
your lav's* fh© rmm yro. s©s how i&fcmx&ly you corres­
pond to the taaalf losnft graces showered ©a you by your 
IfAker, the WOT® you vUl huiafel® yourself, s^vina, •with 
& firm resolution, »2hat which i a the past 1 h&v© 
negrlecte**. t© do, I Hill £© itgr-«dist©ly.» 

She sadist!© $vs& d ied* ns «?©3Ll *$ the others isMdh CathsrlBS 

i flc~r ©firsts to the wslX"*«M-.»rlng bufe fr*Afrl 57©ri, &r© written ;/ith aa e%» 

qulsit© tsodsnisss. fh© virgin ef Slsn© i s n&tuarally cfcprltaal© and 

does ©vsepythSag within hsr potsw to bri«{j 33*5ri«s soul ©loser t© 9©d. 

5 3, MgU, I £ & d e & f t J L & & U i ^ ^ 
^gi^ejte, Letter 374, 



Qvory spir i tual epis t le despatched to her discl»il©-aaorut.ary 

stresses th© fact that lov© of Sod l i e s l a waking Oofi's infc©roots 

and objective th© ti»eul8^ own interes ts and objsotiv©. St i s ©» 

idoat i f ic t t ion of ih© soul 's dwairos with th© deadres of God, 

I t i s m-jkiag God another s©l£* % at*dk th© object of God's v H l 

i s , i a f inal resort «ad ultirut© jaaalysis, to ©<*& God Bisi0©lf© 

sine© Qoft oaassot ©ask but Htaself » 

'Uhus Catherine ©shorts. JTari io unroll his «h©l© l i f e ' s 

e0ttvity under th© ©yo, sad i a th© pros^nes, of Gods ta 

rog&rd his lif® froa Ood1® Angle of vision, sot i'ren his sstrns 

and to 60 ©11 things for Goo* jjsd because of Elm. 

To b© sure, the Ei la t ' s e^iritur«X ai^ssages begin slowly 

but surely t© open th© vdadow® of Pr»«jli ytssi'e soul, fSowsvar, 

because h© at te ones too aaah tepart^aa© to wlnor raitt^ara, ho 

i s often given to ©©If^ameat. Ills iR'vgtastion :>l<y9 hisu 

continual t r loks , ®o that h© eeoa thirds Inr^m KSX£ dif£ar«&& 

froa what th^r really a?®. Balnc very slneer© Is h is pitfy, 

h© Is troubled by sarupl©® «ad stsvr.y© dovbfes about LSsstlf* It 

assess to Ms that h© oanaot posribly b© srvad. CcthcriUy fc&g, 

©gain aad &@ein, to eh**sr ©ad isoaforfc Ms soul, *Bhieh i / "l&o a 

loaf shaken by th© wind.*' ® 

iriWWian 11 • 111 -rr—TI-T— ---r -••• m——'r—Tartrn- W*""ir w i m •• rr—r— r irqi -

S S, 'tosm«!3TO8 Q^cM*^ Letters XI** «n3 115. 
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«sit«i« the oivJLc itfi :»'«•& <-.o f c&lowss 7 

S©̂r*>©& aad a t̂wfcas^ eon ir» Ghsfitst ©weot <?«?©«©« 
1, Oathaslao, s©rvas& aad al^rc, of too syr^-ri^ of 
J^dow ttuirisfc, wit© to you l a iiiia jjjHMScsiou® Blood, 
so that yju sry Jtesvwc* be a'-ioclx"-! by -j,y&\irt£ *>:v.t 
a^r tapper t a y©u» Sfey y«3ur xHnd b© paoifled regarding 
a l l th© fiyg&irl©*. of <%&» J $ you bat<#rt UH; i n^ f ' l l t * 
iovo '.Ailwh. uotfud Bisa to dseasi forth frees Easssolf 
ror.uQJL.bl© c?©ctttaro»e i'JtA *® •'£¥© us Ele te/x r/' M>©» 
n@ss, <**ad t o tf©u©e*a ua wiuL w*w SIOMU of tho ass»l© aad 
sixstl«*)£ kaab* 

Shus d^U^;, you "Hi told i l l thfit hr^uus in van, 
i-; a w rwsreaBtt, una l a tru© hsaaility you will dismiss 
HKSTW »i>.,o:̂ .<nc!wa, :-1iea ©«:<**; in*» thmsgL fthu Uluajags 
of th© devil, tillage s*aos to you to get erne of th©ir 
y i ^ t \ys&j<:'&i&a& through yam* i»:a^ t««*it«l cm? {*.i«'*r„a 
asad ©aaast jj&^JUsal fcoteaente* I say a© sere . Jisaaia l a 
th*s holy aad sra\ft& £#"oa* c~ God* ?-i- CJiy;ui; t««s "Jlut-scd 
Civ© you HI© ©taraal benediction. 3wo©t Josus, Josu© 
&0V©* 

Orthwrla^'s ffifcinfciwi instructi j.v.t- t© "u*i, ! \ L fcc \;c,r eSfcs? 

d ioc i r ' l ^ , ii%rfc&w ©&& 'iiih thw iu©©cstiXiw fact t h . t e l l our 

T&T&X coacX-ict nty tw aufoycfed ly following cfeisfc the l^otsHar, -a* 

SKes^ljr, ©r isTfioieafi $r f las l camsa* ® laitrfjiag CteLfci, u-y;k ©ho, 

on© gaast did to &ia i a oextlssu ©̂ Hs dlgd oa th© Sroas, <J»© rAould 

7 i\ KleeiatssHi, &a». pjfo^, Vol, 1.7, j#„ l9S-l>i« 

3 Mile* Vol* t l , »'*• 1V:-:K1. Cf. 2la&, J., IflEfturo 

poxghlai, r^ ot a l , , | i ^ | | | B ^ A ^ ^ : J ^ I & S e * u m^ trwiB. 
fetroaola. U Cir.) , J ^ g t e k i J ^ § - . * S t e d ay a&ols, n,< 
flhcpfcsr l i t ^^d f,»ttreo# -«, Js£l2l*jrljCH^jli,£i£' 
Sa*Ji£fc£iaUa0 dt^jSajyyyy^ p . 186. 
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r i s e from th i s sacrament to mm her evenly conduct as Christ 

rose after death, fo© ar© ssscibers of Qarist, temples of th© 

Bsly Spiri t e &*** should &et a©«wdJU^ly, M th© OfcristiaA i s 

©a© i a 3h?is&, ©onfclnw &li© Sioa©©© jaysti©, he zaust not fo© 

gui l ty of th© repulsive sat of taakittg th© thaasere of tioris* She 

shakers of an lgnaainlous allqo©. \<e are ill brothers of gftrist -

sons of Ood aad loader sarvsas&s ©f sin. M# are a l l 4*»iat hsir© with 

Christ, Shus, eeuasels th© sai&fc, if we agsas© OTO ĴSIVISSS t© suffer 

with Mis, w© Bay hav© th© 4©y also to be ^Lorified with Hte. % 

our ladiviaetioa - that I s , iasorporstloa in Sarist t h r o a t fa i th 

and bsptisa *», ws resolve a am b i r th , a a©s? oreatioas a at^ l i f e , 

for i t i s & alvla© lif©. 

1lShat i s ©omeasSaals, too, abssui the saint 8 s spi r i tual cos*-

Bunioations to JJari, i s th© way l a which ah© ©onuses a ©11 th© 

vi r tues . I t I s her thoroughness which msfe®® h&t seldom ©oat ©at 

with th© EHsoiloa of a virtu© or two. Bith har i t i s a l l ow aothis^, 

iiad so she r ivets oar attention with © coaoret© picture of th© full 

armoury of vir tues. * $a& th© e©ispl«&© plijtur® of th© vir tues, sshioa 

% ?rof, J&sllio i-leves&a, also has BMS© aa asthaus&iv© study of 
"Catherine and Her BS© ©f th© Bible, * obs©rv©s that th© ilenes© 
saint ©its© the Old ?#«tau©ttt oarr«atly» wither verh&tl&i or 
l a substam©, 01 t taes j and that sh© stokes 340 correct citation© 
frost th© &ew Testament. Bor®ainl, JU, st al*, ©a. ©it . . pp.W 
and 81. 

10 X* Ferretti, mM^Mu&m§LM^M^^Mm^JMM^m 
Iioaealeanrt. Vol, 1, ^ » 44 08, 06, 85, IDE, 169, 177. 



she describes so well, is a picture of l i fe . Vice Is but a 

staining of that life} virtue is integrity, tsfcoleaess, end 

holiness. 

It is no surprise, then, that Catherine should ©short 

Beri Fsgilareel to "grow from virtu© to virtu©. * ** Orowth in 

faith - the foundation of virtues - is taoat essential, she writes 

hist. She advises him to turn his ©yes away from material things, 

for the devil e&Hfully acts on th© senses la th© ©as© of obses­

sions. He caa influence th© imagination, arousing fascinating 

bat evil images that attraet th© sensitive appetite, which in turn 

gives a bias to the will} or he ttay confuse th© alnd through 

distorted images, $&© temptation suay y©*eB&l« th© action of a 

convex mirror by enlarging the things of this eerths or of © con­

cave ssirror, by th© reducing of things ©f eternity to a single 

seemingly insignificant point. 

Often when Catherine writes of evil end tessptstion, pesos 

of B*ia£ sad virtue, ah© resorts to figurative language. Witness, 

for instance, the following brief but csrefully worded message to 

her *sw«et son" Hsrl, to *&©§» she ssye that the nus&ing of self-will 

11 5ha fusosai version reads i **«resci3re di virtu ia virtu*. 
?. t t tselsstslll , op,, o i t . . Vol. i n , p. MB. 
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wi l l earn for M B th© crown of virtu© % 

Soarest «ad sweat ©st «ou la Christ ».w©et 
«fosusi i , Catherine, swrv&ab and slv>ve jf th© 
sarraats of Jssus Qhrlst, raits to irm in His 
prooious Blood, with desire to sao you OSVVT grow 
fron virtu© t o vir tue, t i l l I b©hold you return 
to that soa of pease where you shall nww have any 
fear of being ©sfersairod from Sod, For th© foul 
perverse law that nailitat©© g a i n s t th© spir i t shall 
be left <m ©^rtS^ tvA shall l iTs r«id®r®d it® da© 
thereto. I t i s w ©afaest wish, lay w©©t ©on, that 
whll© you l ive in ^his l i f e , you m.'Wft yourself t© 
l ive d@ad t o a l l s©lf«*4H. B i s l a such death that 
you shall win vir tue. Thus living, you shall rosiga 
t o earth tho law of parvers© desire* 

St beoomos increasingly clear that Oatheria© usas eveary 

spi r i tual fortmla t© recast la© r&thss* fragile and torewsatod 

fyaae of Sari* Hatarmiaod t© ©ak© Mm spir i tual ly perfect, she 

thus proceeds to dwell, for his owa ©eke, upon th© vir tus of 

charity. TkB saiat points out to PagH&rsssl that charity i s 

th© greatest of virtus©. 5a© cite© Ihese thy©© reasons9 

H r s t , ehcjrlty i s tht* fcrra or tac^lusvgriaaipl© of a l l th© 

vir tues . I t laspiros th© &?m&®&t IMx© to earth - sanotity* ^ar 

th© essence of ©oactity i s bseoi© charity, manifesting i tself in 

generous ©nterprlB©© for Qodg i n l y i n g great fa i th cad hop© a© 

well as great cardinal vlrtuas, prudsstc©, tosperanee, ^uetio®, 

and a fortitude or fore© of soul; confceemlaG .ill material dangers, 

12 P. Hlsolat tol l l , op? cJft f tvol. I l l , p . MB. 
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despising earthly things l a ©©prison with heavenly. 

Secondly, charity rests saost coexistsly l a God, th® 

Last Bad, ©ontlauss th© saintly SL©n©st>. K sesfe fulfils) in 

t h i s way the purpose of human us&stenoo. Salth, indeed,, 

believes in God, but i t does not rmt l a Hlra, Efop© look® 

forward to Sod t o b© enjoyed in th© future. But ehurity 

already possesses Ood, es present l a apprehension and rea l i ty . 

I t res ts i a 3od for the sake of ®o&% i t has found a mod whore 

anxiety ©eases. 

And, f inally, says Gatherla©, charity i s greet eat hmum® 

i t io eternal* It has immortality ilk© that given to Adam1® 

body. I t has th® possibi l i ty of avoiding death, though i t i s 

net i»perlshabl© Ilk® the husaoa soul, She lay© great s tress 

upon th© fact theft neither hunger aor t h i r s t , aither nakedness 

nor ho@el@ssn©ss, noither sword aor pestilence, neither l i f e 

aor death, ©an sepfXEt© us fro® th© charity of Cterlst* She Old 

festataeat anticipated th i s by ©eying thut ©any waters ©raaot 

fueach love, ©ad that i t i s strong as death end as hard as Sbsol. 

Poiafclng out t© Psel larssl thut lov© will not dwell upsa 

th© chord of self, Oathsrin© goes on to extol chority «.rad t o robuk© 

thos© given to selfishness, which ©h® properly dosorib©© t»s a 

perverted Instinct of solf-presffirvatloa, ©r self-£lorifloot ioa 

result l as i a ©avy of our aai^hbor* & /^rsetsT t l t ru l sn r,ad l@os 

Interest in self, she counsels S « i , i s th© rsraedy for selfishisos©. 
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In order, then, to ©©uat©raot selfiahasss, ©a© saast hav© 

j greater lov® of God and of other B©n — ©a© ssmst pawstls© 

ehsri ty. 

love of our Creator aad ©ur fsllowjaen i s th© dofalaasfe 

not© in th© religion ©f Christ, <ah© ©am© upon earth that man 

might have a larger l i f e . Catherine, servant t<x& ©lav* of th© 

servants of the Holy Exemplar of Bssareth, succeeds, with th© 

assistance ©f IS.vine 8r©ee, to provide a larger l i f e for Bagiionssi. 

In the message which i s cited below, she furnish©© Ma with en 

effootiv© aatldot© for th© false values of a pleasure-sie^ world. 

fhls spir i tual l e t t e r bears © special ©igalf leans© became© i t 

epitostis!©® a l l of th© sa in t ' s advic© to 8erl, th® ©as© Eorose 

aafl seasltiv© poet of Siena, who Joins her %ir©oio spiritual©8 , 

acts as her secretary, and f inal ly becomes © hermit ®6 JSgrofflaggl© 

near Horenee. 
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With her usual foroofulassQ, Catharine writes Kesri 

13 thus! * 

I doair® t© os© you united, trtJaafomeA 
and ©oaforssed to Josus Christ. Ads , say very sweet 
son, th® soul camot do— that i s , b® perfectly 
conf©riaed to Christ, unless she (the soul} t sars her­
self altogether free oonforaing to th© world. Vor 
the world i s at s t r i fe with God, and G©<! with th© 
world, -ad they have nothing whether in cosston. 
And i t i s real ly so, because w© see t i n t God-aodo-fton 
©hose <a© His lot perfect poverty, insul ts , anguish of 
the heart , mockery, con ten t , hunger and th i r s t % 
despised a l l huffica honour and ©stoes; sought always 
the honour of Bis Slather and our solvation, p©ra©v@red 
to th© ©ad with th© true tad perfect patience, and there 
was no pride l a Hint but perfect humility. 

Oh, ©steemed aad beloved Qbarityl Indeed, you are 
th© direct opposite of th© world. Th& wwl& saste 
honours end glory, pleasure, pride, Impatience, 
avarice, hut©, rancour aad self-love, tad a snaa»s 
heart grows so aerrow that he has no roots either for 
Sod or his neighbor. 

Xt i s , therefor©, well, ray dorr son, t o draw out 
th© two-edged sword of lov© and hat© uad cut yourself 
entirely away frost t h i s tenebrous lifeg and i t i s love 
of Ood which will help you do it* £ say no w r e . 
Bsraaln In th© holy sweetness of Sod. Sweet Jesus, «?©sus 
love. 

13 S * ^ * _ l h © s © l d © r , ^ | y ^ l © <ft ® 
Yol. X, l e t t e r Ti l , A detailed c i ta t ion from th i s 
siaamary l e t t e r i s given i a JppendlK A at th© close of 
the thes i s . r£ho thesis-writer has n&m. f i t to follow 
th© text of Br. Shes©ld«r, who Is regarded as th© best 
raodsrn I ta l ian interpreter of Catherine epist les , bsosus® 
t h i s soholar found i t advisable raor© than © decade ago 
to pursue th© manuscript <w©, c. 170A - laOB) which was 
originally bequeathed by FagUaresl himself, in 1406, to 
th© monks of ftoafctollvvto te«giore* SbM.u XXXXX-Stt*. 
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'Paglisresi tasks® to heart those end other ©^iatollc 

words Asspstshed to him by th© suiat . His will f inally 

suecuabs to th© will of (tafcherlne. But i s th©r© any ©videac© 

to support th i s contention? Indeed, there i s . Heri's arm. 

testimony CK& th© tsatlinonivss of his friends, oota© of whom 

become ardssat *Gut««,iautiH, speak ©loyu©atly MO& convincingly. 

Of unusual interest , for iaetonee, i s th© at testat ion of 

Don Francesco di fans! Muiavolti, whom Catherine meets through 

&©ri «nd who® she almost instantly converts at their f i rs t 

meeting. 31* Kalavoltl t e s t i f i e s i a th i s wise regcarelng !ta£ © 
IS 

"change in mind and manner1* 8 *^ 

imong the companions whom 1 loved th© best, there 
was emu noble youth of Sieiwi, turned Keri laadooelo del 
Pagliaresl , with who® I spent the great ©r pert ©f my 
tims, both because he w«>s pleasant end refined, and also 
because he was a composer of most beautiful verses, in 
^hioh kind of thing X *hea greatly delighted. .After w© 
had been friendly for some time, Hear! having heard ©f 
th© glorious virgin Catherine, was* to set) her without 
ay kaswisg i t , and so had twaomi ©hanged in mind aad naaatar, 
aad, as I t were, ted turned ©%& to be a new raaa* 

14 Br„ 1» G. tedner relates that Catherine, appearing to 
Kal&volti i a e vision ul&ht years after her death, rebuksd 
Ma for s t i l l «©li»glaa@ to the vanities of tho world", 
sad "bad© him r i s e , seek out Kerl di Landoooio, and go with 
him to th© convent of HonteQliveto *fagf»iore, wh<ar© h© would 
be received without opposition.1* Kelavolti followed Cath­
erine*© instructions sad was received into th© OlivetsKB Order 
lalS&S. Mm.mhQMm of Slew? A. Study JaTth© asliieion* 
Uteratwr© uafl History of th© Fourteenth Century i a I ta ly , p . 

15 "Centeetatio Sraaaisei de Malavoltis" In M*-B. feweat*© 
XI, .ftrostsso (totallsy©. pp. 377-378. Of. lagans, F*, 
"S. Cstsria© © 1 moaacl di ffoasoliveto,* l a Mvftat^ atorioft 
Beaedsttl»ia. Tmu Ttlt yp, 168473* AIB© Juutisr , & , 
g* fe.tb.arln© d® a tsas j , 9os* IS, pp. 13 tnft 073. 

http://fe.tb.arln�
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Another worthwhil© piswo of testimony lo ia taw form of 

a l e t t e r writt©a to r. Padre «ra©omo by Fra toao di Bwavuixufc© 

da Moaistero, i a uhlan th is CQLivetan noife ©atols th© virtue© 

of Heri and Taowas his dsuth* fro Luoa's oulo^iotie words 

run thus* 1 & 

S©arwst Father i a Ghrist 8 With grief aad sorrow 
X write to t e l l you of the nt>ath ©f Fra Beri, oor 
ooafort, help &ad ©oaasols our support, r©fr@shm©at 
aad fiMldsj our aiistor, receiver :sad prepijrarj our 
waiter ad visi tors yes, he who thowsht for us - our 
delight, our only good, aad our ©at©rti-la©r, IE© 
meekness, his holy l i f e , his holy conversation, Ms 
holy teachings, a l l his holy works, his holy oaytar-a, 
sad his holy investigations - thss© ar© till deputed 
from us . Alas, miserable ©net I alas, poor watches 8 
alas , orphan© t where shall T?© got to whom shell w© 
aow have roooure©? 

Of ocurs©, i t i s JPagXif-jr©si9B o\«n testitaoay wbleh crrr ies 

the greatest weight. Ha openly adralts Catherine9© iaflu©3se© ©a 

him and on his ©©-disciples, in these meaningful words s *™ 

BhU© in her company, m fe l t ourselves close 
t o th© soars© of l i f e . Bh& wns happy, although her 
suffering was b i t t e r . ®i® wsts calm, in spit© of th© 
fact that the eonfliot without aad within was f ierce. 
Being tmcT Sat her la©, w@ understood how i a Qod a l l th© 
sorrow and yearning of th© ualvers© exists forever, 
while yet God 1© ©eroralstanesEi aM joy. 

16 P. Klsoio t t s l l i , OP. ol t* . vol . VX, pp. 134-136. 

17 "Oollosioa© Fugliflrtisloa©* di Hieol&o Ooidlcoioal « 
Oodex f* I I I , 3, in th© BibUoteoa nsaleli-'ile i a Siosu. 
Cf. Lossaresohi, £,, S. Catorlno s 1 ascehesfr,. us. 34-4*3. 
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Indeed, 53©ri*e devotion to Catherine ia 30 constant, 

that in h is hermit's ce l l h© writes grnoeful poetic linos 

in praise of her sad aloe composes e rhymed ssinfe-legSBfi, 

aaaoly, m 9f-FMF<fli9 fl*irslH»llfaM.Q,Wff »«TO»JftO ^ M l f t f l W l 

da Sfena. disclpulo di Santa tothsrina aad Imm ad .honors 

18 
soaradetto. Xn these two poosws, Pagliaresi embalms the holy 
memory of his %amma spiritual©8 m& gives vent to a l l the 

feelings of affection aad veneration l a his grateful sad loving 

heart . I® 

long before his ©straao© into the Qllvetan hermitage, 

especially on those occasions when he i s obliged t© be away 

from Siena on Oathsrlne missions, he finds time to coomnlcat® 

his spi r i tual diff icult ies to the saint , who quickly despatches 

her humble but since?® sdvie© to him. 

Of ©cure©, there can be no doubt of th© fact that th© 

principal aim of Satherlae'e epist les i s to influence lsr l« 

There ©an be no question, to©, of th© fast that she so isabuos 

18 3. ^orgenssn, tt. Cashstfos of Mena. p . 41E. Qf. Capeoelotro, 
a „ Storia di 8, MWW\ &ft jftflpa, e, M papafrp, dsji suo jsapa, 
??^54t542^, Mm* mwm^mW, AW n«fflPfrstfc% LslpsiS, 
1934, Sow, vl» p* 2B6# 

10 B. Jtewtier, oa. ©it. , font, XX, p . 39, 
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whet ah© writes with hsr own personality ta«fc i t tea sufflsisoDs 

power to sway hta to her own way of spir i tual t M A t a g . 

l e t . I t would b© ©heer folly to assua© shut <ah© and ah© 

alone 1© instrumental i a strengthening tori's fa i th la Ood m& 

i n His only Begotten Son. Gathering ti© his spi r i tual wsther, 

acts stash l ike t. boy*e own raothor, who, clasping his hand, loads 

h i s ©very Sunday to church, thereby helplsg hits to beeost© a good 

C&ristiaa. TQ b© sure, i t la th© mthm of light®, th© Jathor of 

the spi r i tual l i f e , fho reveals t o Pegllarssl th© path of ©saotity. 

Xnapired, then, by th© light of the Holy %4rlt and guided by 

the hand of Catherine, ^sgliaresi leaves th© goods of t h i s world 

and, successfully running after those of Heaven, at tains t© the 

purity of fa i th and spir i tual happiness. 

T© mm up, I t has been seen in the ©ours© of th is chapter 

that !@ri Pfcgliaresi, a despondent young post, becomes & mwhm 

of the Slenea© school for the sp i r l tua l i sa t ioa of nan* St© 

foundress aad head i s Sctheriae of iloaa. I t has boon shown that 

$»ri, while a disciple of the saint , receives ©any of her 

s p i n t u s l l y iabued epis t les , from which he learns that **sc©rifio® 

alone leads to a land of l i f e . 8 ^ H© discovers, too, that t i l s 

ffi »0bll©sloa© P&gliareslanaH di Meolao Quldloaloni » 
Codez *. IXX, 3 , in th© Stellasso© Moaieipals la Sl@ne* 



wmm PAO&XAituai A i-uim H ^ Bacutws A J W I S 42 

»land of llf©8 ia stomal l i fe , which cua b© won only by lm$m 

@od and despising the devil* Lov© of OosVttuMkm i-43d lov© of tho 

world are two affections \shich cannot dvell togstlwr ia th® suss 

bosom, Saus, Oathsrlne*s religious nessuses point out to hiss that 

the only way to dispossess th© heart of i t s affection for th© world, 

i s by the ©aqpuleive power of a greater find stronger uffeetIon for 

Christ Crucified. 

Xt i s Catherine's ©etaiaaad that Heri take the final step l a 

the direction of supreme spiritual happiness. M a step h© tokos 

when he beccsaos aa Olivet an heralt, M l e i t i s true that 

the Sien^s© epistier paves th© miy for !©ri*s ©atr«ac© into th© 

Olivetca hamltage, i t Is squally true that he wills t© accept 

the offer aad invitation ©f God. Star east om overlook th® direct 

influence of th© Sbird Person of the Blessed fvialty «. th© Sparser 

of divia© l i fe . By th© descent ©f th© Bsly £&ost upon th© Blessed 

Earl ^agliaresi, he s©@®&©s a regener&ted nan - a rssiptsnt of supsfw 

natural l i fe , a part&ker of the divln© l i fe . 

Eteviag accepted th© invitation &n& th© grace of th© Esavealy 

Father, Ssri proceeds to spread th© knowledge of th© fapoHtae© of th© 

lov© of Sod maag his friends, several of iteaa Jala the mves? of 

Sata©rlao»s disciples, namely, Vranassao Kelcvoltl, vnoss singular oas© 

h,- @ already been dlscuesod, however briefly| tebriol© Fiecolottials 

Oristofor© dt Oanoj and, ^©cording to on© account, Stafa.no Maooai. 

Catherine's spiritual epistles despatched to Hsconl, wh© 

bsoonss on© of Herl«e closest friend* .od oa© of th© saint ®s most j&le 

sssrstarles, s i l l b© mm%m& at length la Charter 111, 

file:///shich
http://Stafa.no
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Xt i s th© l e t t e r s addressed by th© Virgin ©f S&ma t© 

Stefan© Macoai9 as well as those dispatched b^ th© la t te r t© 

his boson friend, Heri Faglloresi, which reveal th© tru© d i s ­

tinguishing t r a i t s of Stefan© th© layssan cad Sfeefan© th© raoak. 

Iliseiatt ©Il l 's reoeatly ©ostpllee ^ i s t o l o r l o eontaias 

twelve epist les directed to Stsefeno hy Catherine aad sl'dfceen 

written by Stefan© to Heri. Of t h i s group of tweaty-ei^A 

epis t les , which appear l a th© original fourteenth Century Tuscan 

vernacular, only & tm have boon translated into Sagliah. Althou#x 

the thesis-writer i s iat©rested solely in determiaiagr. what roi© 

Catherine's spir i tual ©pisti©® played i a convert ins tfeaoai frees a 

carefree aad Jocose aefelsaoa into a serious and pious Carthusian, 

he has, nevertheless, fe l t I t aesessary t© perns® not ©nly th© 

Saint ' s mmamm to Kseonl, but also those of th© l a t t e r to Poglia-

r ee l , l a order to reconstruct in his (th© m i t e r ' s ) salad th® CQB» 

plot© portrai t of Stefan©, and t© loom sorasthlng of Sfcefano's 

religious convictions before he raefc Oathsrlne* 

Shis two-fold, task, aataely, of rendering into feiglish th© 

hitherto untranslated Tuscan ©pieties dispatched by both Ctotheria© 

and Maoonl, and th© ^©crying therein of th© spir i tual iaflu©ac©@ 

shleh Bovod th© mind, h©nrt an& nml of fteaoal t© ©htm tho world 

end seek eternal peace i a a stooast®ry@ ha© wwm bofor© bom stalXEfw 

l y attempted. 
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Stefan©, vih& mm th© aoa ©f Manser Oovrado uad 

Madonna Oiov&naa Bondinslli Muooui - pmmm uf mhl® mat: - , 

had a«v©r drestaod ©f ©aturias th© cloisterod life* But, in 

1374, when h© was twenty-seven y©OT6i ©f age, h© TO© fornod 

Into a feud with th© distinguished Solostoi and iHnaiaiai 

families of Siena. Saving apoteoa to Beri PsftUaresl about 

th is unfortunate situation, h© sas p©rsuad©d by th© latter and 

his (Stefan®' s) own mother to ©ate© ip<®m® e* any price. fh«sy mm 

advised hiss to call on Cathorin© and plant, htesslf ©©Bpistely 

ia her capable hands* 

^though divided between disdain and sE#arrass@©at, ha, 

a@verthel©se, rasa® his ©ay to th© host© of th© Sienss© saint, 

fhis happened in 1376. 

Xn his deposition, feeoai freely a&aits that he had 

©speeted to be met with the prim tjsd vinegary sweetn©®© of th© 

traditional old said. Instead, says he, ah© received ta© "vita 

th® EKsst loving charity, as thou^a snlesnta*; a brother ©a his return 

fro® distant regions.8 1 

H© continuess S 

i& this I was rjo&sed, and l is t ©nod to her efficacious 
and holy wsviM by uhicli she c«>mp©ll©d, rather than induced 
o©, to go to confsssion end to l l w virtuously. X said? 
»1h© finder of Clod Is hero.9 -tad when sh@ had hoard th© 
©sua® of ay vis i t , ©h© answered confidently* 'do, dearest 
son, and trust in th© Lord, for X will gladly labor until 
you have on ©»ellsnt pesos, aad do you suffer m® to tsfes 
the ishol© weight of this business upon say head.» j*d tharks 
to her efforts, *?© did indeed obtain pane© la c nenaor truly 
Htiraculous. 

1 K» H* Lsrur©f$0 n ^roossso test ©llano, p. 359. FMB deposition 
signed by fetoai bears the ©«3t©r^i$&Qtur@ of Botary lraa» 
case© d© fivlaa© and th© data, Jasssary 6, 1413. naooni bad 
actually @oapl©tad Ms sr i t tsa tostiaoay oa Jto© io, 14l3g bM 
©a ^aaoary S, 1413, Bigaor d® Ttvi&no drew up a cHgeat of 
th® verbal sent est nsisnai i>vmmm find instruct «d oil vll«* 
a©a@@® present, tmmg when wis Ifeooai, to sign th# iantramiS. 

£ ,Xbld. 
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Vhm Maconis* reeaaell iat loa with thei r ©aoralos, e© asU 

as Catherine's spir i tual opistl©© to S&efano, brought about 

h is eoiaplete coaversloa* Cartaia fact® he d©@© not, housver, mention. 

fhrou&h delicacy, no doubt, Stsfaa© does not, i a th© ©oars© of 

h i s deposition, outline in detail how th© reconciliation in 

cfusetien was effected. Xt was left for his biographer, Fra 

B&rtolose© di Siena, t s r©lat© th© pert fenders ©f th i s drcsaetio 

story in fault less i e t l a . 

The® B&rtoleme© tell© us that ®h©n Sfe. Oathsrlne had 

arranged th© day for a l l th© part ies to meet at th© Shoreh of 

San Crist ©for© in the Basea Toioael, end Oorrado, gftsfano's 

father, and Stefan© himself with the i r kinsmen cats© in eojspiii&ne© 

with the Sienes© Selnt 's wishes, th© folomel «ad the Blnaidlai 

families, with a view ©f eddlag a fresh insult aad rendering r e ­

conciliation teposBibl©, did not appear. Catherine was informed 

of i t . a«2hey wiH not l i s t en to a s , ' she said, 'but willing 

or unwilling they shall b© ©blig®d t© l i s ten to iHsd^ty <3©d.'® s 

3 Bartoloraa© di Siena, »e Vfta st toribus beat! atsohenfr JfeoonJ,. 
Mb* X, cap, 4*®, 
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Maeoal9© I ta l ian biographer eoati&ae© as f©Howes ^ 

She thus went taaediatoly to th© Starch thither 
sh® had convoked 1st ©fan© Macoal with h is father 
Gorrado and his other re la t ives . fc£i© planed h©*w 
self before th© principal a l te r , uad offered frstjusnt 
prayers to Heaven* fUla t sh© was preying, ravished 
in ecstasy, those who refused to b© reconciled, cam© 
t o the Ghurch, unknown to on© another* 0@d brought 
them there. As soon as they saw Catherine in prayer 
aad perceived, as they afterwards actedtted, the rays 
of divine lifiht that darted from her countenance, they 
fe l t themselves vanquished ©nd ready to renounce the i r 
anger. Shey addressed themselves to Oath©riae, who 
had returned to her ordinary s ta te , ftey charged her 
t© regulate th© conditions, and a l l soon oabraeed ©&©h 
other and m&ually t sked pardon* 

I t was at t h i s time, when Gather in© was busy staking plans 

to bring peace between th© two warring f s a l l i e s , that she chanced 

to sae Stefan© and asked hist, as she had ©as® asked his friend 

aVerl, to help her by writing some isessa^es frora her dictation; 

for, soya ST© Bortolomeo, "this holy virgin, being enjpsea i a 

jaany affairs regarding th© solvation of seals, la which, by reason 

of her sex, she could not slweye personally uppeer, wis obliged 

t© have recourse to l e t t e r s , and sotaettees dictated t o two or 

thro© secretaries at ©a© end the sara© time, &a& on different 

subtest s. • 6 

Stefan© gladly accepted th® position of taaaaueajjis, for 

three reasons! 

F i rs t , h© wished to show his appreciation of whet Catherine 

4 Bartolorae© dl Sleaa, loe. Git. 

5 Ibid. 



had don© to restor© friendly relation® bstwmsi his fejslly 

and th© houses of th© folomei und th© Binaldlnl, h^ giving 

h i s uratuitoua services. 

Second, h© thought i t a great honor to t;*:© dlot©tioa 

from the l ips of *jn unusually talented and holy person* 

Third, h© was ©ager to learn ©or© about otherworldly 

things freia oa© *sho seemed t© hte to have b©aa inspired from 

above. 

As secretary t o , aad disciple of, Catherine, $tefaao 

wrot© episti©© for har and also received several from hear. 

Xt was these l a t t e r messages which eventually worked a pro­

found ameliorative change in his heart and soul* 

What Catherine ssys eplstol ical ly l a order to bring 

about t h i s change in Stefaao, who had been %arrl@d away in th© 

current of a worldly llf©, t t 6 i s , for the f i r s t time, aor© olssr ly 

revesled in the course of t ide thes i s . 

Jeiong th© l e t t e r s which the epistle? of Slens addressed 

to Macoai and Miich, so fear i.& th© writer has been able to 

ascertain, have never before been rendered into English, @r© 

to be found her f i r s t and las t of s series despatehed to hist, 7 

6 K H. Itfiurent, ft, ftroosnso g^t^aa©, , , P» 366. 

7 Oopies of th© original eplstlns h&v© boea ptipllshsa' by 
P . Mlsciat te l l i , op. e f t , , f o l . I l l , pp. IOT-16G, £81-282$ 
Vol. X?, pp. 203-364, Vol. V, pp. 91-78, 03-96, -263-?^?, 
36*6-370, Shoes sources have been frsely u t i l i sed by th® 
thesis-writer* 
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Xt I s evident frost «„ p«rt»al of th©s© l e t t e r s , 

which Catherine sends St ©fan® from i l e a , Sim ma® oad 

elsewhere, that h© i s desirous of walking ia th© Lifshfe 

of y&ithj ® whereupon she stakes hast© to l&y down i two­

fold diselplln® for hist to follow, nua©iy, th© lacrtlflootion 

of his unruly crppetites ond self-will , (Shis i s achieved", s ye 

she, through pray©?, ishleh soft ©as th© heart aad oompensctes, 

because of i t s sweetness, far th© bitterness thct i s ias©i,uribl© 
Q 

fren mortification. m 

But ^afaao does not appear, as yet, prepared to b© 

hurdeaed with sever© dlso^lines* Xt i s obvious that h© i s lacking 

i a perseverance and fortitude, for he appeals to Catherine for 

eonfortiag words and further spir i tual advice. Sh© ret'dlly know© 

that h is uneasiness and t3©akn©sa stem £rm two disturbing; but 

significant causes* 

fh© f i rs t cause, though t. ocn^nretlvsly minor ©a©, revolves 

abeat th© fast that Stefan© had attended a ©©caret meeting cgeiast 

h is government, (tetherine, gaining knowledge of his ijcatieipatioa 

i a t h i s subversive movement, &m»m him to infl ict upon himself r 

sever© penano© for h is misconduct. Meanwhile, had Sfeefano bocou© 

3 P. Kiso la t t s l l i , ©P. o l t . . Vol. i l l , pp. 167-109* Gf.Poeonlts 
l e t t e r to P&giiaresi, In which ho so l ic i t s Ms p r a y ^ s 
i n order that "Qod in a® goodness mry deliver ra® fyaa 
th© miserable bondage of th© world, find show tn© in what 
woy J nay b©st servo Himw (*pe@$& Di© par ne ah© pear 
cert© n'©« biso&no, pre&nndol© sisgularaent© eh© s i co©» 
eeda grasia eh*lo mi sappi evilly/par© d© t^aesto fr&eidom© 
del Btoadoj per md© ch*lo sewro ffecei la oua v©l©nt«* v& 
qoel verso eh© Plu» sit) piaewtnlo a lad") . liffi . . p„ 71 . 

9 £ & , Y&U 111, gp, IW-1B©. 



t e r r ib ly ©©nsoience-striclcen'? Bad ho b«^un to f«* r retaliatory 

action from the government? Had th© self-inflict©d pynaao© boeea© 

too greet 3 tusk for the reparation of his sins? 

&3yoa& of these factors, or probably th© thr©© combined, 

might have ooatrlbuted to his feeling of anxi©ty t.ad despair. 

Th.® second cause, «&&eh bears a greater t e l l t a l e cr$u»©at, 

i s laid at th© doorsteps of his own hois©. It is in his oa» 

home, as i t will soon be pointed out, that Catherine ©spies 

these deleterious influences T$aieh attempt to keep SBsfoao 

outside the wUl ©f Heaven and stop him in th© path of perfectioa. 

fo break ©r not to break away from th® worldly comforts 

of bos©? fhls i s th© question T&ieh eontinually menaces the mind 

of Mocoai. Shia i s the problem which Oathsrlne helps her disciple 

solve. Xt i s i a her epistles, which studied as they appear i a 

the frankness aad olc&mese ©f thei r original phraseology, that 

one finds the key to an intelligent andersteading of what goes 

on between Stsfsno and his parents, as well as what i s dis­

cussed betwsen S6efan© and th© mid of Sleao. 

fher© Is no denying th© foot t h t S&ĉ ta© i s very ssaoh 

attached to his own mother, ttenaa GHovannis, who, in turn, loves 

him desrly &ad worries cad complains whenever he i s absent from 

home and busy tsorkiag oa ©era© project assigned him by Gnthoriae. 

Tim seintly epistler*® greatest desire, on th© other tend, i® 

to see 8fc@f;:n© breek himself loos© from al l tsecul^r int©r®Bt® 
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and steep himself l a th© Blood of Christ Craalfled. *" 

It i s in th© ®mw kindly yet f Ira meaner that Oflthoria© 

writes Kenan C&ovanna, who, although she he© developed a 

l i t t l e motherly Jealousy, i s , nevertheless, on intimate and 

affection; i a terms with th© Saint. 

As we see in Catherine*© Mlnonitiono which follow, sh© 

tac t fu l ly btst sincerely advises tfeeoni's mother not to 1©& 

her exaggerated maternal tenderness hinder her son in his 

hi$a and noble vocation? ** 

My dear mother in Christ Sw@©t Jesast X, Catherine, 
servant und slave of th© servants of Jesus Christ, 
write you in Hie precious Blood, with the desire ©f 
seeing you a resident l a th© house of self-fenowleflg©, ** 
i n order that you may ©aperiene© true loves for, as 
X sue i t , she who does not lov® her Creator completely 
cannot b© pleasing: to His ©yes, since He Himself i s 
Iiove, aad desires nothing but Xiov©. 

fh© Sienes® eplstler points out to Qiowaana that lov© of 

the Heavenly Sfcthsr becomes lepsTfnst when a taother begins to 

shed teers because eh© i s obliged t o giv© up her son t© the 

service ©f Him from whom man receives his inheritance < 

10 Catherine sighs ©sspoctlagiys *Q cjuant© eara boat a i ' sa tee 
raia, quaa&o t l vser** ayer tagliat© da to 11 taoad© atfcual-
meat© © taentalraent©* (Oh, how blessed shall b© my soul, 
when X shall see that thou hast out thyself off from th© 
??orld, actually '.ad mentally.•) $>. tesclattolli, o». c i t . . 
Vol. V, p&* 83-04. 

U P. M s c i a t t a H l , ©a. pU,r- « • • W, pp. 33-36. 

12 Cf. Catharine1 s »oell of seilf-katwledfj©4', utdch was & 
secret, Hsly-S!plrlt«ia®pir©d cel l in h«sr mind, out of 
which ®h© r©s©lv@d awes* t© go "b^ reason of isay es&©ra&! 
ooouputioa. Xt proved t© b©'^ r^m® which th© S&iat 
continually urf ©d U$J©B her disciple® that they, too, should 
find, find which eeti&A never b# taken froa than. 
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gfc© then ©oatisuesi 

Xt is my wish that you ©liniaats in your -p&p®<m 
a l l self-lov© according t© nature f>ad th© @©n@©s, 
which you feel for yourself, your children, 
and ©ay other created t h i ^ . You should lov© 
neither yourself nor t*nyfehing sale© spurt fro® 
your tfafcer, becauss i t ia impossible that es 
nan esa serve two roasters; for, if h© serve the 
one, he i s unable to give ©atisfnotion to th© 
other. Ifcus i t follows that ao cm© ©an servo 
both God rind the world, beenase they h,ve no 
harmony with each other. 

Xt i s my wish, therefore, that you l i f t 
your desire aad hearts obov© the world sad a l l 
i t s doings, and that you open the ©y© of your 
Bind in u effort to know what love Qted bowrs 
to you ail what he has given you, for love, 
nsnely, the Word, His Ojaly-BegoUea Son-He $h© 
in burning love has &Lvea l i fe and has sacrifieed 
His Body that 3$@ esi^bt cleans® msnfciad with Sis 
precious Blood. 

Be thee© words, ray deer mother, a sour©® of 
comfort to you, * nd be not disturbed that X have 
kept Stefsao so long; for I hsva only taken good ©ere 
of hist. Best assured that X wish to do whatever X 
con for hiat &ad for you, even to death. Too, faother, 
b©re hist ©sees and X wish to he&r Mia *ad you asd 
e l l your family, in tears and sweats, by repeated 
prayers and desire for your spiritual health. 

War earn© t ine S&efono, &ltbmagh protest lag his lov® for 

Christ, the Saviour of mankind, and his strong spiritual 

attachment to the Saint of Siena end her "figli splrl tuall ,» 

appears, nevertheless, a weakling to her tear-fi l led yet 

observing ©yea aad <3©&-i©ving he&rt. Sh© proceeds, therefore, 

t© teach her undsGlded *aeatt th® definition of true happiness. 

Sh© t e l l s Mrs forthright that happiness does aofe consist i a 

honors, nor In &l©ry, ©sr in wealth, nor in worldly poissr, nor 

13 P. Hlsoattsl l i , PP. olft. Vol* XV, pp. 65-69. 

14 JbJy&V, ?©!„ ? , w . 92-©B, 366~868. 
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in goods of th® body, lor is human happiness seated in 

the senses. Bar do©© raaa's ultimate happiness consist) 

solely in acts of th© moral virtues, nor solely in th© act 

of prudence. 9© b© sure, man's ultimate happiness consists 

in bathing himself ia th® Blood of Christ and la conteraplatlag 

@od the Bather. Aad this two»fold operation requires that the 

body should be dlseaouz^bered, and to this effect are directed 

th© unadulterated efforts of Mad aad will,. Moreover, this 

operation requires freedom, sh© continues with ©aphasia, frees 

th© disturbance caused by th© passions,, which is achieved by 

means of the moral virtues aad of prudences and freedom from 

©sternal dlsturbeaoe, to which th© whole ^ovsraanes of th© civil 

l i fe is directed, 

Xt Is unusually later est lag; to ©saraine, at this Juncture, 

one of Gather in©* a last letter® to ffeeoai, la rialon sh© gently 

upbraids hist for his irresolutsaoss *,ad ladsoislvoaess. Saas 
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follows the Sien©s© Saint ' s taslsiv© ^nd picturesque uplstoii® 

languages ^ 

tjjr dstar Son in Christ asroet J&mni I , Oatheria©, 
servant sad slav© of th© servunts of Jessa© (Jhrist, 
writ© the© i a th© Seared Mood of th© Lsaab, with 
dsslr© to so© the© sever thy bonds, and not merely 
set thyself to releasing then, venouse i t repair©© 
some time t© rs lsass , and t h i s thou art not sure 
of effecting, so *.j©i©kly do©s time pas® from th©@. 
For bet ter i s i t , therefor©, to sever the® completely 
with a t rue and holy seal . Xt wil l , indeed, be a great 
joy to sty soul th© day X see the© out thyself off 
froiQ th© world both in deed and thought e aad 
froa thy own corporeal ins t inc ts , and ignited t o 
the eternal l i f e <- a union which 1© so joyous, 
sweet and pleasing that i t altiffstse a l l b i t t e r -
asss and renders light; mvry burdens©©© load* 
?no, then, shall keep us front wielding th©n?ord 
of hat© aad love, aad ©overias s©lf from self 
with the hand of free will? Be so<aer has t h i s 
sword severed, than i t proves of such virtu© 
that union results* 

Catherine a©v©r stop® exhort lag Stefan© to divorce hint-

self eoBpl@t©ly from a l l diabolically tainted standon® things, 

Perao^ear© upon th© rosd of th© Crucif ix Oa© and ren&ln flssd 

i n th© ce l l of self-knowledge, she advises hist for, mm& 

perfection ^nd every virtu© i s achieved thereby. B&w@v®r, sh® 

r«aiads hia always to u t i l i s e th© twia-©dg®d sword of lov© . >nc* 

hatred, love, sh© says, tepii®© hatred. 9o©s not th© lovsar 

of t ru th hat© a l i e ! Bo©s not th® iovor of th© orphan hat a 

I t s oppressor? Boos not th© lover of Christ hat© His eondesta©rs? 

Indeed, th© seal for Ood and for n©n inevitably loads to 

a white heat of indignation against iraplsty cmd oppression. 

tosh indignation i s rendered into action. Oh-rit^ tepllos hat© 

of those who tep©ds ennrityt aA charity, Oothsrlns ccithMtioally 

paints out t o tfeaoal, SWAB forgiveness of ©ao«e aockera, of 

©a@»s detractors, of ©a©*© ©a«si®®. 

W P. W s e i a t t s U i , gp. c l t* . Tol. f, pp. fr'-OW. 
16 ^Xblde,̂  Yel* Y, pp. 26S-2OT. 
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eyes to the face of (Shriat, couaeeliin£ iiirn 60 let th© ooa» 

duct of our !>©rd inspire him to b« a 00 wist ©at CShrlstian 

^ Catariaato* Be ©ver faithful to coasciene®, to principle, 

aad to duty, sh© warns aim. To do 00 is indicative of the 

Christian manhood which distinguishes th© hero from th© oowcrd, 

th© martyr frost th© apostate, the follower of Christ Opacified 

frost th© obsessions slave of htsaaa respect. 

Catherine reprovingly te l l s Ifaconi to b© t taanly aan 

end to cast off th© fofct^rs of bondage. &h© advises him not 

to be the slav© of th© rule of sat ion supplied by th© world. 

Correctly defining baraan respect, sh® proceeds to edy that i t 

is a vice diametrically opposed to the virtu© of Christian 

manhood. Xt i s a bass caadesoension, by which a man, either 

frees th© dread of off ending others, or from the hop© of con­

ciliating their friendship una good will, speaks or acts 

against his own intimate convict ions. 

fh© sieve of Immm. respect, says th© Stint of Bim&9 Is 

like the idol mentioned %^ th© fralnlst. SI© has ey©s and 

sees not; he has ©&rs «ad hoars not? he hue a mouth and speaks 

not. Or, rather, he @©©s throu^bi others' ©yes; h© bears 

through others9 ears,- h© Is th© taouthpleo© of ©thsaraj he i s a 

tser© puppet ©oholng their eaat ideates. B© tr ies t© please men, 

which i s right, but at th© expanse ©I* his ooawl©ac©0 which Is 

wrong. 
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tethoria© further toll® Msooni that th© fmv of popular 

prejudice, ©specially whan a religious vocation i s concerned. 

I s th© most criminal form of ©oral cowardice, b©cy*us© I t i s 

placing th© vacil lat ing and ungrateful creature above th© 

Creator. 

She thus asks Stefan© to reflect upon th© fact that th© 

person who acts up to his conscious© has but oa© l i s t e r , and 

that Hester i s God, Whera to serve i s th© greatest of honors. 

He enjoys the glorious l iber ty of the sons of Sod; but the 

slave of huraan opinion has r s many masters as there are indi* 

viduals whose eeasur© h© dreads, or whose smiles he sosii?©s at 

the expeas© of duty; t.nd h© i s continually obliged to study 

the i r humor rxA dlspo#lon, that he ra@y adapt his obsequious 

serv i l i ty to the i r wer-chBUgiag caprice. 

Gather in© strongly reminds M&coni that th© slave of human 

respect i s universally detested or despised. H© i s odious l a 

the sight of (Sod, sine© a© s t i f les th© heavenly vole© of con­

science fro© a gervil© fear of son. W© cannot, con&imes she, 

serve at th© sfc®© time th© cause of righteousness EJA of self-

in te res t , ffe© slave of hustftn respect Is despicable in the sight 

of h is fellow-beings, for how can they respect a rarm who has not 

the manliness to speak cad l ive up to his honest convictions? 

Aad most he not b© cant ©apt ibl© in his own ©yes whoa be looks 
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Into h i s heart and ooatctaplat©© Mr; diasiaiftlatioa and 

cowardice laid bar© before hist? 

Sh© Slenes© a-lnt i s well &wor© of i3fe©fino*u great 

desire to ^accept the spir i tual burdens which Christ 

Gruolf led cad h is "MSBPB Sprirltual©w would place "upon his 

shoulders; but tempting terrene uad eafcra-torren© influence© 

appear to dissuade him sosaewhst fro® actually ci t ing hteself 

up to the Siviae \slll of @od§ for which reason th© patlsEfe 

Oatherla© dispatches to 86©fan© a very freak yet spir i tual ly 

©lev.--ting epis t le , th© raost essential portion of which i s 

ci ted below» * 

!'y door son in Christ Sw«©6 J ©oust X, Oatherin®, 
servant and al^ve of th© servrnufes of Jesus Christ, 
writ© the© in his most precious Blood, t l t h desire 
to @©@ the© risen above a l l childish things, nod 
become a jre*sl man} risen, X say, from drinking th© 
milk of consolation, nacnte.1 ad Mjtual, sad sot to 
©at the hard snasty bread of many tr ibulations in mind 
and body, of struggles with Satan and Insults from 
falr-wecther frieads, and of any other nature that 
God slight be pleased to offer thee, 

X wish to see thee rejoicing in such, and hastening 
t o oeet them ,-lth wholehearted desire wA ©pan gra­
t i tude to th© Bivias Soodness, when i t stay pl@?a@ 
His to show thee such noble g i f t s •> which will b@ 
f^heaever H© shall so© the© f i t t o receive them. 

Snfcindla, ray son, thy lu&@w»r» heart, taaors© 
i t In Christ*s Blood, that i t stay burn in th© furnace 
of divine charity uad beeota© inflamed with tru© J9&n» 
ful seal , ready to enter oa th© bot t lef is ld to do 
erect work© for Christ Crucified. 

17 J*. Hisola t te lU, MbU&&>9 Vol. Vs p . 59. 

file:///slll
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C^heriae's epietiue now begin to brim? ©us ©©rttiia 

f sversnle si&na in the raind .-ad herd* of Mefavo, wlMwewpan 

the Saint, who is rapidly nenrinff the «ky of her det-th, begins 

to iaspress aor© etrongly t^on hiii th© necessity of ©atarias 

the aonsstery, ia order that he ssay the fsar©iat«r despise ln\s> 

self and be perfectly deed to Ms own ^iii« Ha&s statu of 

self-denial sad self-©ff^eea©£», sh© te l l s him, bria$& mm 

closer to th© ©tat© of perfection in love* 

®w woits patiently for e definite siflrnatlTe reply 

fron Stefan© anent th© woaustie l i fe . Bom© arrives* 23© 

our Saint i s proapted to writ© him © very freate epistle, 

which • i l l le&ve hist free to choose between %fT©nt <1 and 

Buadsa© boadf.̂ ®" «ne ••undivided service to Sod,w S w was 

gather ia©» a freedom of ©hole© nleaives *® 

Xt is not ^r desire to force the© t@ ®mw 
and 4©in Christ0 s laborers In the vineyard, £ 
should, indeed, hev© bean very glad if thou hadst 
eetse, md that thou shouldst ®m® new, U thou 
©cast witheat offence, Israever, if i t off aad® 
and distresses thy parents, no, as long us the 
off ©ace is not assess j*ry* Xn fact, I should 
have thee at this tisa© «v©id i t , ^teaever thou 
csast. X m sure thrt , if the mvin© Ooodaess 
mm i t to be best, the offence will emm9 w 
that thou canst com© with peace, test© if thou 
ceast. 

fhls epistle nust have nado - dssr> impression oa Steftmos 

I® I-. HlseiBttelll, oa. ©it.. Vol, ?, p . » . 
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for, Judging from © l e t t e r written by fetlenriae to stefrno 

and reproduced by a. Gi&li, and another despatched hy Sbsf no 

to Beri ^aglloresl and published by P. M s c l a t t e i l i , the 

Heavenly lather ha© now bsi!©» to ca l l oa Maconi to surrender 

t o i n s the "city of your soul*, "adorned with fin© rand solid 

virtues.*1 *• 

Xt appears frost th© l e t t e r published by Olgll that without 

u word to Catherine ©r to anyone else, Stefan® has hinted to 

the Abbot of Mount Olivet©, * near Siena, that he wishes 

to jo in his GOQ^anlty* 

Xt i s well to explain© Catherine's earaaaiestioa to 

ttaconi, in which sh© espressos both surprise uaA happiness at 
21 what &&m® good news to heri! 

A l e t t s r fron the Abbot of Mount Olivet© 
has just *mtih&& m . In i t he t e l l s no of the 
plants he has planted in his garden and nine. Be 
i s hopeful of planting SOB© others, erase who® 
h© reckons on you ~ that I s , you and your com­
panions. Be farther says that you have already 
engaged yourselves I Of course, i t i s a grmt 
happiness t o n® t© se© ftm. eoffllng out of your 
s ta te of toper foot ion and ©tracing a perfect 
state* But X sast confess t h t X em very such 
surprised that you should have engaged yourself 
without spooking © word of i t t@ us here. Sher© 
i s seassthing in ©11 th i s that 1 cm unable to COE*-
preheadj but X pra^ @od that Ha £uld© you, so thot 
you may d© whatever Is best for His honor aM your 
own salvation. 

19 P. Mslcat tel l i , oa. clt*. vol. ?, p. S7. 

20 Xbid.. Vol. ?X, p . 63. P. Mlsci&ttelii believe© thot th© 
lEbot 's l e t t e r was seat to Csth<asria© in 1378, two y@ors 
before her death* 

Si 0. OsigLi, g m y g g Ml* Pyaflpa, Vffllte &Je*t*snestt 
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A® you know, X Sfcv© nmm' v 'ishod or desired 
anything ©Is© elm© X f i r s t kauw you, than that 
you should b© delivered from th® uvilo of th© 
world. X have th© soa© wioh s t i l l , <;ad 1 hope, 
please God, to keep i t t o the ©ltd. If you think 
th© Bioly Spirit csJls you to th i s ©tot®, you 
have don© well not to r e s i s t , cjad X shall bo 
content. $b©n He ca l l s , we oast answer, 1 should 
hiive Daisy things to say, but 1 c«jaaot cad will not 
say than at t h i s t ine . 

Although Maconl has bean thisklas in terra of a very 

holy l i f e , he h&© not oppressed a definite desir© t o th© 

Abbot of booming on Olivet en raozfc. fh® overconfident j&bot 

has or rived at conclusions too quickly, Interpreting,, of 

course, Stef&ao«s intent ions by his own hopes g and bosoms© 

of th i s z^sunderstandiac, Catherine i s disappoint ed find ffecoai 

i s eE&crrassed. 

However, i n 1379, th© very year before Catherine le&ves 

t h i s earth to take her place acton/? Clod's Saints in Beeven, 

Stefan© ©oafides t© his ©lose friend, Ssri p i l l a r e d , that 

he needs h is praywsj for h© i s detenalaed to breofe himself 

loose from the bonds that hold him fast to the world* Shu® 

runs an© of th© supplicatory passives in Kaeonl's Xsttsrt ^ 
X ask you, ay kind brother, not t o forget as , baft to 

•gw-y for n& who certainly need your prefer©, that fled in 
His goodness nay deliver mo from the talser&bl© bondage of the 
world, and show in wh-1 t-roy X say best serve Bta. MA thear® 
are two things by wMst* you can show that you do not forget 
sas8 one i s , that you very often receraniead at© t o our dear 
and venerable Mothert and b© so good m to do that «t ©ace, 
before t h i s l e t t e r goes out of your hands, s@ that you say 
not forget I t . 2h© other I s , that ^m wi t® to im very, 
very often - © thing that X entreat as earnestly a© I ©oa, 
©speolally ?iboufc what you prevised, and ©loo when you have 
©ny good news cbout th© Ohureh. I an row© that ^mx would do 
ss© i f you &a©# whet & great c t o i t y i t i s . 

32 P. Hlsa la t t s s l i , es>. ejtt.T Vol* VI, p . 71 . 
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Stefan© ftoeojd i s f inally delivered front *th© salserebl© 

bondage of the world5' i n 1381, in which ye?ir h© takes the 

Carthusian ndblt in the Oertosa di S. Pletr© di ^oatignano 

outside Siena. e s Shis h© does at th© ooBtmnd of Catherine, 

according to the testimony of his fellow-disciple, Ser Bardueci© 

di Pier© Cauiglani. m 

Uaeoni's r i se l a th© Carthusian €*&©r i s very r a p i d . m 

H© has scarcely entered the order when he i s nsseft Frier of 

h is Oertosa* Xn 1889, he i s called as f r ie r to the near csA 

splendid Oertosa bui l t by Slaa G&leass© ?iseoatl in Milan©* 

nine years l a t e r , he I s elected Prior-General of h is Order, 

In which capacity he serves un t i l 1410. H© I s a second time 

called to the i'riorshlp of the Gertosa di Pontignanog then 

he serves in © similar capacity at the Oertosa of S. Maria 

de l l* Gril le ae&r Pavis frets 1411 t o 1421, Shore he dies In 

1424. 

23 0. keOouteulx, ^aa^leffi,or4>,llil0ar|iplenffllt|i ab ana© 1004 
ad anaBBt 14S8. Sfoatreull-sur aer. 1887*1891,. Vol. f l . 
p . 2g4. 

24 Ehls testinoay Is contained in a l e t t e r addressed by 
Caniglani to h is s i s te r Maria Petribonl, who mu then 
in the Convent of tea Pier© at Koatloelll near Mreaae. 
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If eoat«itpo»ary oosrwnloations and deposition® tare 

aeeeptable as supporting evidence la th© courts of historiography, 

then a two-fold proof of Gather in® • a epistolary spir i tual laflueac© 

upon Sfcefrjio Macoai nay b© introduced, namely, coraaaleetional, 

that i s , admissive evidence found in l e t t e r s written by 

Stefano to Sferi Paglinresig and deposit ional, tact i s , apodictieal 

evidence found in th© t^stintony which Stefan© give© under oeth 

s t th© tisse that a movement i® on foofe t© have th© ©ultus of 

Catherine recognised by th© Church. 

Ia a communication despatched to Heri J'&gii&resi *® a few 

doys pfter he has entered the Carthusian taoa&sfeery at Font iguana, 

Stefano t e l l s hist that he cannot conceal from hist th® fact 

tact Catherine baa fiwply shown in deed what she had tasny times 

promised hi® when sh© was alive * namely, constant @accraragsn©E& 

end help, so that he say one day raoch the road of spir i tual 

perfection, 

Xn another cewsnioatioa seat to Berl ^ - t h i s tfcae written 

as Prior of ale Oertosa - , Macon! grstefully speaks t o a te of 

the "spouse of obedience* which Oatherla© h&s given hi® and how he 

hopes that he will regain God's t rue oarv; nt to th© end. 

36 fhls l e t t e r I s dated May SO, 1381. P. MlsolatteUl, 
ojiUufii»>. • • ! . f l , pp. 91-94. 

Vff fhls coroanlcatioa hmez th© date, December 14, 130?. 
U & k , Vol. TX, PP. S7-09. 
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Sfc© "spouse of ©bedifflBoe** given Stefano bespeaks th® 

total fulfillment of th© ©ows&afi issued to him by Catherine 

in 1380, aasely, «And thee (ftafooo), in virtue of holy 

obedience, X oonannd in t**> nane of C?©d to go by e l l noons to 

the Oarthuslan Order, for God has called and chosen thee to 

that ." ^ 

She fulfUhsont of Oatherlne^ ffcoal wish may be regarded 

as the crowning reword of Stefan©'s parsevsr**aae and fortitude 

and the prosecution of the Saint's oatechlstlcal eplstl©s. Bos-

does he, who i s let or to receive the t i t l e of Blessed, hesitato 

to edeit his Indebtedness, to Satherine. In the passage that 

follows below - which is to be found In his pr ©-canonisation 

testimony - , Stefan© confesses that next to God «ad the firgia 

Hsry, the one to whoa h© owes the greatest debt of gr&titude for the 

change in his l i fe , i@ Catherine of Siena. 5MB 1© the very algal-

tte* aad M t a U p a r a ^ . » 

Bat X cannot pass over in silence that after 
0©d and the most Blessed Tirgla Mary, X feel 
indebted to the holy virgin Catherine than to any 
ether creature in the world, and if there has 
been any good in m& I owe it to her. 

28 ?. Qrottanelli, oa, e l t . . pp. 163 ©t seq. 

£0 Tim coBplet© teat of Stefaao's testtoonlsi let ter 
i s published in la t in by K.-H. Laurent, XI Process© 
Oast ©llano, pp. ;JS7-.??3. Pertinent estreats therefro®, 
which have beea translated Into fiagllsh, t\T® glvm ia 
^peadlK B. of this thesis. 
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As has been seen, Catherine, nn an intermediator, 

has helped bring about & wonderful change In Sfcefaao*® 

l i fe . Sawever, i t mast be emphasised that neither Catherine 

nor her epistles have been the cause of his conversion. Bis 

eause has been his own will, aided, but not tyrannised over, 

by the Dlviaa Oeodness. 

What, then, the thesis-writer has tried to establish, 

in the course of this chapter, is the fset that a series of 

circumstances, set in motion by Catherine*© spiritual ©essa^es, 

has provided the occasion which Induces Stefano*s will to 

set . 

Sroe It i s thet Stefano* s f irst masting with Catherine 

does help open the «ye of his intellect - a necessary fseto? 

for seeing the li^ht of the faith. But faith Itself i s not 

a gift given to Stefan© by Catherine, bub rather by (tod m&-

self. Sor i s his progress up the ladder of perfection a t t r i ­

butable to the Virgin of Siena, but to the griae© of God. She 

merely provides the steps » the epistles - to aid him upwards. 

All of these epistles ~ twelve In nasifcer » had not, until 

recently, been available for en examination of their contents 

and influence en Sfeef an®. In fact, in 192®, Johannes Jorgen-

sen, who had spent nsuth tine In Siena studying Catherine* s l i fe 
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and the spiritual activities of hear followers, sprite of 
80 

•>ei^t let ters tnst oh© (Catherine) wrote to hist 0foo©nl)«* 

We know now that Catherine's let ters to Sfefioal nsriber at least 

twelve* ** Only parts of four of these letters 2»v© been rut 

into Ifeigllsh by Mies Soudder. 

The thesis-writer*© sodest contribution has beea ia 

rendering late ^g i l sh the ©atir© contents of thee© twelve 

le t ters , ia order the tsar© accurately to ascertain the true 

relation of cause and effect in th© chain of events surrounding 

Stefan©*a spiritual l i fe from 1376 to 1330. 

Xf letters ©re admissible as historical water!®!, then 

Catherine's epistles are to b© regarded as genuine historical 

set ©rial, Ehey have, therefore, been esatslnsd with th© sole 

purpose in salad to determine in wh&t way they have been consciously 

been prepared by Catherine to influence @fc©fan®, 

Since Catherine i s constantly m®& from home between IW& 

and 13SG - daring the four yea^s that she tows Sfeaf en© - , ©pending 

30 J . Jorgensen, .pPajH., p . MS, 

SI l&ea© letter© f<r© numbered a® follow® la P. Flsolettsl l i , 
^aiffltol^rlQl CXCV, CCV, CCXXXX, CCXCVXXX, COCXXX, ccco^ 
ccexxxx?, ceomx, CGCXTAXX, CCCIOT, cccauemi, CCOBIS. 

SS f, P* Scudder, OP. qltff. pp. 39MGB, 

32 Of. J . P. Firsoh's srtiole, wl&el©©i»sticai History*, 
*a ffllf, fiffrWtt fflMWilll9P«4ta» Vol* VII, pp. « ~ 3 0 . 
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considerable tte© in Urease, Beleuro, Beoca d'Qrdia, 

Sena, Oenoa, and Tallosibrosa, she has to resort t© lat ter-

writing to coraraunieot© her thoughts to her disciples in Siena. 

Because she is unable personally to give her answers to a 

large nunber of tiaestlons of a spiritual adtar© which arise 

in Stefano*s Bind, she peas her answers to him, with r. deli­

berate aim to influence his. 

Of special interest are those letters which P. ?&8©iatt©iXi 

calls Catherine*s first and last to Mficoai, M tor therein the 

thesis-writer discerns what, in a sense, may be called the first 

and last stages of Sfeefon©*© complete spiritual conversion. 

Xn the first epistle, we see that Sfeefsn© has been suffer­

ing from a great deal of unrest, which he experience© after a 

period of eonpgrstive <plet{ in the last , we notice that feeont 

i s beginning to ea^erlsnee seta© ae&sur© of satisfaction of lalsd, 

wUl, and cstotiens* £© be sure, the letters in between, which 

are quit© likely the ones t© which #©ng©ne©a refers, give an 

incoopiete spiritual portrait of Sfeefano, for therein we see 

hist nerely seeking the ssnstafttisl food of strong faith, Eh© ©outlet® 

spiritual portrait i s , therefore, furnished by th® twelve epistles, 

for in these we are able to discern visible slips of the thesis, aat&» 

thesis, and synthesis of 8tefaa©*s spiritual conversion* 

34 P. mseia t te i l i , as. ef t . . Letter® COT usA OCCXXX.'. 
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$© sua v®i What has been shown is that SfeofsnQ floeon!, 

who in e&rly youth has be«ai glvea to Dun&ua© pleusure, 1© 

led to the state of spiritual perfection by th© guiding hand 

©f Catherine, the ©pistlsr. Being closely attached to his 

Issiaedlat© fsraily, he finds i t ©sttr®©ly difficult, at f i r s t , t© 

break th© t ies which bind him t© his pares**. 

Catherine*© epistles slowly but surely begin to unfold to 

him the principles of revealed teaching* 1h©y point out t© Mm 

that peace cannot com© t© him ©snspt through perfection} sad that 

advancement i s perfection Is progress la l i fe which, for man « 

3od*s Image and likeness - , tooana progress In the I&via© l ife 

given his by grace. 

Thus, the Saint*© letters successfully ©attain to Itocoal 

the fact that stan lives in Cod*© Ctely-Bo&otten Sua la propor­

tion to the decree of sfisactifyiag israe© that Is to his (saa'a) 

soul, Shsrefor®, a ^ e s t rasasur© of ©©notifying gras© aeons s 

a l#i state at spiritual vltalltyi e mal l measure, low spiritual 

vi ta l i ty . 

Xt Is a© small wonder, then, that tteeeni askes Ood th® 

term of his actions. Indeed, @o& become© the object towards 

which he a t t e s t s to direct al l the energies of his soul. $©r 

i s he forgetful of his benafactress, Ms Slanss© "tfama*** 

He Is forever doing sotaethiag, b© i t tig or snail, to prsnotsj 

her honor. Be It Is who translates into Xt alien th® l®mm&ft, 

tfl̂ aofff of Br© t2msmm Gaffarlnl, and troaaiit© a eopy of i t to 

the King ©f BaglaM. 
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He i t i s , too, who, in ©©operation with » l̂&ad*® 

Qillisn Piste* carries oa on© of Catherine*© works with 

great sueeess, namely, the reconciliation of ©ami®8« 

But about WiillGiB Slots, whoa the Italians would rather ©oil 

•JTrute Cuglielsto n e t a 9 or 9Xl Baeeelier© (Jugllelia© i»ln^il terra,» 

mere will be said shortly. 



cHweot i? 
fcXlLXtf* Pit)*?* ivf. 910} i£>bJ$CXl OUT tfM^' HOT 

Stefan© tteeenlU friend, w u u a n n o t e , the Osadbrlea* 

©dueated jSuguatinian herait who eventually beooBse© a tseaber of 

Catherine*© spir i tual f easily, v i s i t s toMaay for the f i r s t tlia® 

l a 1362, when th© Sieaes© mist I s but an adolescent girl* 

*h©t Catherine sees In t h i s sssl turn mA unfflnly Englishman 

who speaks Sfcf-.li:a irapwrfectly and detests sin, stiieli hse v i r tua l ly 

eatreached i t se l f upon cortr ia regions of the I tal ian pesinsula, 

I s revealed i a the s i s ©xfcsat l e t t e r s * wldeii the Sieaes© virgin 

dispatches to Clefts. 

Of these s i s epistles which the saint of Stwm ©stresses t® 

the English ^ugustlntan, only three ere available i a Sag&ish t rans­

la t ion . I t I s the eentsafcs ©f the three l e t t e r s 2 sftdah t h i s 

writer has turned into the IDagMsh tongue, that hrim out Catherine*© 

Tuscan t©jfjp©rei3©atB perhaps sore clearly than any other grou» of 

messages written by her. 

Catherine, an lapetuous and extrovert person, i s the 

opposite, temperamentally, of Villi.si Viet*, a jsttejssnBle and 

introvert individual. Tet, Xfether Slots, whom SBOK© of his 

Xtaliein nei^s>ors ©cause, probably with easnfl^aruHen, of tele-bearing 

1 Only s i s of Catherine's l©tt©ra to Slot© survive. a©y nr® 
msstbered as follows l a 2?, K U e l a t t t l l i U Itolstolariea 
MX?, w x , x*vxrzx, coram, 0Qmn9 r®& eccKm. 

2 mm UMWl*-**iter has rof©r©as@ t© l e t t e r s ISTI, JUftVU aad 
C O T m . S u a e l e t t e r s appear, respectively, l a f&hmm 1, 
XX, and XIX of P. n u e i s t t e l l l t n J M l t a ^ 
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and @xfera«3oafcia»tf-,l b ias , succuAs t© (Mbu0rino*s ©plitoltfy 

influence and, f inal ly, dies l a the odour of sanctity. 

SIsOTtoed as logical connecting l inks, the six l e t t e r s 

dispatched to l?illlaa 31st© by th© saintly eplstler lv$ open 

the fast that the shut-in, dressy em& meditative Haglish berait 

i s given soiRewa&t to talking unwittingly dbout the feal ts of 

those ©bout h i s . 

Xt i s Catherine's spir i tual nessoges which point ©ufe to 

h i s h is f r a i l t i e s | whereupon h© takes the s&int*® advlee with 

deep humility rad becomes mere charitable towsard® the brethren 

i n his order cad ale© tskee en active part in res©ncllia& find­

ing fa^Hies . 

low Catherine's spir i tual a&aoaitions suecessdPully iapreas 

the ideal of a t ru ly consecrated affection upon Saglsad9© scholarly 

©ad solitude loving William Pie**, constitutes ©a© of the most 

e d i t i n g and inspiring spir i tual aehieveaeafes of the Slenese 

le t te r -wr i te r . 

Plate, according to the glenese virgin*© lofty standards of 

sp i r i tua l perfection, appears to be lacking p z t e r i i y in th© 

virtu© of amiability* living his l i f e in an ^Qgustinias hersdt*s 

ee l i In the fnrest of Xoeeeto, I ta ly , he gives sl&ns of having 

become egocentric, impatient, intolaraat and on u t terer of oarping 

cri t icism aaeat h is brother Augustinlsns. 
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Catherine ©arsfuiay enslyses th© perils that beset Ma. 
3 ~ One-sided asaetiislsn, she point® out, i s dVuveraus. Sha 

advises hits to be ©salable - that i s , to be agr**e9la sad ©hMrful 

under all circumstaneee. l i a b i l i t y , says the saint of Siena, 

Is more than mere sweetness of tester, Xt is thankfulness* of 

ethers* rights and feelings. Xt Is the uncoasoious At*!** to 

give happiness, bora of happiness. 

Of course, she stresses the all-fesportaat fact that 

Brother f U H a esn encourage the vlartu© of audefeillty only by 

trying not to see the annoying circumstances about Ms, and by 

putting sway the irritations sfc the Etonaat of their appearance. 

jtedability, then, la the saaatery of self, the subjection of £L*» 

sgreaebl© stood© and impatient terpers. It Is th© ruling of the 

evil spirit within us. 

Ia order offset ivs&y to rul© ©n©*# spirit , Cafeherla® ©on* 

tlnues, on© east first alay s«lf»wlll. Sh® slsyssr of self»will 

i s he who feeds et the tesle of penitents*, i s tatai)le saA &oa©% 

and lives no longer t© hie ©wa will, or She way «nd spirit of 

the w«*r3d» but t© the sol© will of (toA. Se be wee, i t i s he 

wfe© considers Oed in everything, wa© serves Sod in everything, 

who meres al l the parts of Ms ©oraon l i fe part* of piety, by 

doing everything: in the nesse of Cod, sst& under sueh rules as 

are eoafersiable to His glory. 

3 Ostherlne ©1 early t>ms*« Brother v u U n *ls>i to b© neg­
ligent in feilowiag It (the «sy), and not to sit yourself 
down la sself-lov®, Ifflsersntly falling to kw» th® Way, 
and presutsptmousiy wishing to ©hoes® It aft or y«sr m® 
fashion* ( I N * sl&Se vol daaqu® atagU^ert® « s*£altsrla, 
peaeadovl a sedere con ©store proprl® dl v*i, © eon ignoraasia 
dl ma o*#**»je*r* la via, * sen pr*suMlo»« di vslsrln 
eism®?© © vostre a©***), p. ri®@iatt®lli0 *» f i oi | . . 
T©1, X, p . aft. *sa~5»a 
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Xn exaisinlni? the spiritual advlc© vi.dcJi Oathsrin© 

gives to her <*son in religion" in th© relevant epistle 

cited below, on© not ©a that th© enlst 's desire and purpose 

i s to load Slots, from sbnt appears $© her to be his spiritually 

ls$erfeot manner of living, to the spiritually perfect way of 

l i f e . Thus runs on© of th© raost persuasive and most beautiful 
4 counsel iabued p&sssgee which Satherine has over writtsms 

(&, purified and pacified salads, who ©re clothed with 
the sweet garment ©f th® Xfinv, His lev© and charity, 
and who feed at the table of holy desire because, 
h&viag attained ia gtwft light, you ©ay pcartake of 
the holy food - ytotu uc not lose tine In accept lag 
false Jud&sents, either of the servants of God or «f 
the servents of the world. TOOL do not tcfce of fence 
at any crltloitti, either ©gainst yourselves or 
others. Tour love toward, Sod and your neighbor is 
well governed ©ad not ungoverned. And booms© i t 1© 
governed, such aen as these, dearest son, never take 
offence at those who© they love; for appearances ere 
dead to them, tiad they hove subialtted themselves not 
to be guided by raen, but only h^r the Holy %>lrit. 
S*e, then, these enjoy in this l ife the pledge of 
l i fe eternal. 

Would that I could see you and the other unknowing 
sons reach this H$sfc, for X see that this perfection 
i s lacking t© yen. tnd to ethers. Per, per© i t not 
leaking to you, you would not have fallen Into such ©rltlciea 
and offence and false ^udgneat, as to say find believe 
that another mm was guided and metered by the will 

of the creature and aot of the Creates-. 

Throughout her series of epistolary sermons, Catherine 

continues to lay particular ©aphasia upon the true aeanings of 

4 P. ffisciattelil, ©a- clftr. 1*1. X, pp. n&W&3. A Isssgehler 
extract fresa this ©©astaaientioa ia appended to this thesi© 
as addentud ^S85, 
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tolerenee, ^debil i ty, Justice and love, ftr instance, she ©plains 

t© Slete and to some of his testporarily rais^uidefi ©©rapeaieas 

that tolerance does not mean keeping oneself aloof, or per© 

affableness. Xt met spring frost the depths of true love 

and ©jtlableaess, for a l l love and affection that tends to purify, 

ennoble, elevate and Christianise one*© fellow-oen, i s born 

of a desire to do God*s will. 6 Shua, there can be no love 

without Justice and no Justice without love. On© i s the oounter-

part of the other, Whet i s , then, needed by the isisguided soul 

i s an awakened sense of Justice in order to correct the wrong or 

tale-bearing and the saying of unkind things. $© b® sure, an 

aroused sense of Justice deaands of the nisdirected soul that he 

•# godly as well as naaly. 

Ber does the Sienese eplstier leave Brother William without 

a method of attainment, She te l l s hist to be steeped throng 

faith. and practice in positive osalltie*, ©ad then he will not 

have tine for negative qualities. £ast m living entirely In the 

flesh extinguishes the flame of the spiri t , so the contrary effect 

will be proceed by living in the spir i t . 

With Catherine, the greatest positive virtue© ar® charity 

and love* $h© uses these terras interchangeably $ for, p^ro 

(dear) steans to her a lov© daaore) which esteems th© beloved at 

a high value. 

U Hh© Slenese virgin says t© Brother willient H t e l l $mi 
that s soon as th© soul has opened (the ey* •*") the 
understanding, she hecotB©© the lover of Sod* a honor and of 
creatures. She besom©© the lover of suffertagss and ah© 
delights only In ©rossbearias with Hta® (fcoovl eh® ise&it© 
©he l 'satan ha £#ert© 1® tet©afito©ato9 divest© enstrle* 
i*ll*®a®re di m© © deli© OY******* ttvent* snetrl** di 
pen©, e non si dilotta eltro ©he in erm® e©a lu i , 8 ) 
P. maeiattelli, m. tfrf.. ?©1. u , p, 3B. 
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Mherlng to the true Christian interpretation of eherity, 

she emphasises, especially for William's sake, that fltod, our 

priaary "natural object* of charity, w© must love with an 

absolute love - with a lov© which is not referred froo Him to 

another being:, However, as children ©f Qod we oust love on® 

another. In doing so, we lev® ourselves with charity as the 

children of the Heavenly Pather. Shis charity denotes a for© 

of friendship, Catherine espials®, which is extended to our­

selves as reflecting or represeE&iag God, tho aad© us with Ms 

own Hand end tihoss iraag© we bear, a© matter how unworthily* 

She, therefore, points eat t e Pratelio Hete thot even our 

greatest ©nasties met be loved, inasetuch as Sod, the infinitely 

attractive Being, Is seen in them, l i s children, no matter how 

odious nay bs their deeds* ®fa© following is e substantial portion 

6 Catharine directs Met©*© attention to the fact teat 
®(@ed) created us for l i s own honor and glory, aad that 
we mit-tsfc taste end enjoy Mu supreme aad otemal gifts* 

"(Bio) el ©re©" per gloria © led© del aaa© sue, © perch©' 
goeessixao e guetasstao 11 seam ed eterno ben© suo« . 
P. Mselat tel l i , on. e l? . , tfei. I l l , p . 302, 



HXXlXMf HdOS AW 9HB KSUSHOS OF MlIMtUW 74 

ef the Sleneee ^ratio 's aeaonitory missive on th© taportaae© 
7 of loving one*s neighbor * 

Let your love for your neighbor be clean. 
Love, love on© another. You are neighbors on© 
of the other. But be on your guard, for if your 
love were founded In your own profit or in the 
private affection which you might have for one 
another, i t would not endure, but would fai l , and 
your soul would find itself sapty. She love which 
i s founded in God aust be of such a sort that i t has 
to love with regard to virtue, aad laassnaah. as the 
friend is a creature made la the im@&@ ef God. West 
while d e l i s t In him whoa X love, or profit from hits 
any grow less, If on© abides in God lov© does not 
fa l l , because oa© loves with regard to virtue and 
the honor of Qed, nad not to one's own personality. 

X any that If one abides In God, oven if virtue 
should fa l l in hte who loves, yet love does not turn 
away, fhe love of the virtu© which Is not there 
fai ls t© be euros but i t does not fall in so far as 
a nan i s a creature of God, His asaber, bound in the 
aysticai body of the Holy Ghareh. Ray, there grows 
within one a love made up of greet and true compas­
sion, and with desire he brings his friend t© the 
birth, with tears aad sighs and continual prayers in 
the sweet Presence of God. 

Catherine*© aisslve was addressed *?o Brother WUliaa and 
to Hesser Hsttss, Sector of the Mlserlcordl©, and to 
Brother Banti of foral, and to Her Other Sens.n 

P. mss ia t te l l i , op, yi t , , ?ol. X?, pp. 22SW80. 
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Catherine, noticing that hear well-aeaalE^ but soaeahcA 

absent-minded spiritual son ©tanas in need of having the 

epistolary spiritual leeaoa repeated nor© than an©©, virtually 

eostaends his to observe and study th© manner in sihieh Ghriat 

Crucified bore Hmself in ©aoh ciretatst&aae, in order that he. 

Brother Wil l ie , might learn to ial tate, or better to reproduo® 

in hiaself. His manner ©f acting. 

Sh© urges hia to be humble as Christ t«s huablst for His 

words. Bis works. His virtues. His sufferings - nay. His porfset 

endurance of ansae aad humiliations, or© the direct consequence 

of His hostility, Sons, th© perfection of Qod-the-Soa*© huaoa 

virtue is derived, in a certain sense, frost the perfection of 

Sis humility. Indeed, Jesus was, in Hiaself, the perfect ex­

pression of the humility of childhood that He reooactsaded to 

Els followers, es the final and ©oapiet© flowering ef th© ahrlstiaa 

spir i t . He was eminently the "child of G©d» and hence eminently 

huabie with the graelous raid, flawless humility of Imaeulat© 

childhood. 

8 Catherine, whose letter abounds in paradigms, pareaetlcally 
points out to WUlioB that "Aey (who would feed at the 
table of holy desire) lose theaselves, divesting themselves 
of the old aan, their selfish desires, and earray thesaselves 
in the new aan, Christ sweet Jesus, following Him asafully* 
("Ferdene lor® aedeeiai, spogllandosi &©ll»u©a© vemshi®, 
do© dells propria seawallta, © vest one! ©*11*IMB© mm® 
Crlsto deloe Oesu seiuitandoi© virilaent**'!, P. KLseieftteJL! 
an, ©ft,. v©i. x, pp. 'm~:m. 
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with the passage ©f t t ee , llete*® piety Inersasss. 

But i t appears from a m©ssa&© conveyed to Oatherino, that 

oa© stuwbliag-block9 perhaps a minor on©, prevents Brother 

i l l i a n froa reaching th® road that leads to spir i tual per­

fection. This stuabllng-stoa© Is es&edded in his desire t© 

detuch hiaself froa th© fellowship ©f hi© brethren. Xn fact , 

Catherine reyriaands hia for continually absenting hiaself froa 

the consent and for spending aueh of hia t in* l a the woods with 

his books5 for th i s habit has begssi to annoy th© Prior, who, 

i t seens, nust hsve informed the saint of Siena of f i* t* 's 

absences. 

v ithout aiacing words, Catherine proceeds to reprove 

n i l l l a a for his unbecoming con&uct, In th i s aenuari 

X oust t e l l you oa th© part of our Lord, 
that you ought to ©ray mass in th© comm& aore 
than one© a week If th© Prior wishes i t . X would 
even say that ysu should celebrate there ©very dgy 
if that i s his desire. You will aot los© grace by 
sacrificing your consolations. You will rather 
gain aor© in proportion as you giv© up your own 
wi l l . 

If w© would show our hunger for souls and our 
love of our neighbor, *?e aust not b© tittached t© 
consolations| we aust l i s t en to other people's 
troubles, cad hsv© compassion oa thos© who or© 
bound to us by th© bonds of charity. It i s a ftrest 
f suit i f you do not do t h i s . 

9 P. Misolat te l l l , ©p. c l t n . Vol. IX, up. 36-27. 
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Pees «Ulftan listen attentively to, and fellow hws&ly, 

the bulk of Catherine* s spiritual odrloet Xt mm® reasonable 

to entertain m. affirmative belief. One of two or three 

lapertant fasts would certainly fortify this belief. Xt i s the 

fact that Qatheriu® sees fit to confide t© iilefc© th© doctrine 

of holy hate. Had he not processed upon the road of spiritual 

saerlfi***, she assuredly would not have felt free to reveal 

to hia e© lapertant a teaching. 

$hls teaching, upon «hlch her entire spiritual creed aay 

be said to rest, the saintly eplstler dictates to »©fe® ef 

>o about four years before her death. SSae essential part ef 

i t s contents i s revealed by hia in the following wordas *® 

fh© holy aether, speaking of herself as of a third 
person, sold that In the be^innin^ of her liluainatloa 
she placed m th© foaadatiua of her whole l i fe , la 
opposition to self-love, the stone of self-tenowledgie, 
which sh© separated into the three foUewiag l i t t l e stoness 

Sh© first was the consideration of her eretitioa. 
3ft© second was the consider at ion ef her redemption. a© 
third was the eenaiderafciea of her om sins. 

Proa these three ©ozisldera&iens there ares© within 
her ao great a hatred against herself, that she desired 
nothing «fcatever ©aafosaabl© to her own will, bus only 
to the will ef God, lbs , as she already knew, wined 
nothing but her seed, jgroa this i t followed that 
tribulation or t r i a l was to her a matter of pleasure 
am delight, not only because 1% c«© through th© will 
of God, but also bea«u»e she saw herself to be thereby 
punished and ahastised. 

10 Hia*. Ĥ ©, mismj^mM^M^^mm^^^^m 
r j ^ ®* i»*ir& oenssnbs of th© doetrlns are psi^. 
by @. Gsjli, *n» eijfc.. as m appendix to th© Iftjiilaen. 

ĥ© original »aau»eript i s Tm&&$£ W8.T. XI, 7, ^hfeh i s 
to be found In the Biblieteea Municipal© of Siema, Italy. 
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S?sk©a tog«th«ar, Catherine's secretly dictated crodo 

and the ©pistlea written to «l©Be fort* beautiful lasooas 

in love, charity. Just ice, tolerc-acs, and amiability. !3pon 

the virtu© of aa i tMl i ty - which aay, in &. seme, b© called 

the crown of character - sh© lays unusually ©reat s t ress . Sh® 

for t i f ies her counsels and adaonitioas by continually drawing 

I l lus t ra t ions aad para l le l ©SKaaples froa Holy Scripture and 

th® l i f e of Christ. 

For instance, datherin© ©shorts fist© t© b@ friendly as 

Jesus Hiaself was friendly. Sh© realnds hia that no earthly 

creature has ever aad© s© ©any sacrifices for a friend as 

Christ has aade for us . S© greet has be©n His love for aan 

that He even laid down Bis l i f e for Ms friends. Xn fact . Be 

has done aor© than th is for us . Ifoen we were me eaeaies, H© 

aade us his friends, and then H© surrendered His lif© for us . 

Xt i s well t© remeEfcer, srys Oatherin®, that i n ocgoiariag 

our friendship, Ee fees aetfetoi t * gain, l a being deprived ©f 

our friendship, S© hue nothing t© lose, w© ere ©11 th© gainers 

i a enjoy in? USs blessed society, fe «jr© a l l the loser© when 

i t i s withdrawn from us . E* e©«© to ffla ©s^y-handed, or i f 

w© hev© any gift to offer Bla, i t 1® th© fruit of M® bounty. 

He ceaes to us laden with g i f t s . He bring© to us Joy uM in­

te r io r sunshin©. Ha brings us pswc» «ad t ranqui l l i ty of hscrt . 

fhe words which I© spok© to us l a the Gospel linger in our 

aeaory l ike east® delicious fragrance. 
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Xt behooves ©11 acnfclna, continue® th© virgin of Siens, 

t o reflect upon the fact the Jesus* friendship *w& lov® for 

nan bespeaks t rue aaiabl l l ty , Xt i s imperative,, then, that 

aan follow in His footsteps. .Always reaeaber, she cautions 

the good Friar of Lecceto, that i t i s essential to t rue friend­

ship that i t be reciprocal. A ©ne-sided attachaent can never 

be called friendship* la the Ju&ptenfc ©f aankind, there Is 

no cria© so base as ingratitude towards a friend. Our @$vl@r 

bore in silence th© injuries end Insults offered to Ma during 

His passion. 2here was oa© off ©no© Hitoh extorted fro© W$$n the 

expression of painful ©action, aad that was th© treachery of 

Judas, whoa he had associated tiaong His special friends. 

Ehat Catherine's epistolary lessons do aafc® a distinct end 

iadelibl© laprint upon th© alas? sad l i f e of Brother fU l l ea , i s 

at tested to by those ©f his sontsnaporOTies who kaow hia well, 

and Is freely emit ted b^ the ^ogastlnlaa f r i a r hiaself. 

fans, the notary m& disciple of the epist ier of Siena, 

Ser Cristofaa© dl 0©n® Guldlnl, who has left us his aeaolrs of 

Catherine, assures us that II©te has taken ^11 her oral end 
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written atoonltiens in good par t , for h© 1® determined to per-

fect hiaself spir i tual ly . 

lather A, A. xentueel, the translator of th© third 

part of the auspleaentua written i a Latte by m©te»s other 

contemporary, fra Stomas© (toffarial, informe us that "after 

Catherine's death, Pra Gagliela® Piste drew up a coapendlous 

legend ef the prodigious virtues of the Seint l a th© fora of 

& seraon, or panegyric. Oar author (Ire Tmsmm of Siena) 

s tates that both whilst l iving in Siena and also at Venice he 

had often asen t h i s ©©mm.** "^ 

Indeed, i t i s Brother William Ilet©*© own encoalestlcsl 

words, as they are eabodled l a t h i s semen, which prove be­

yond a doubt the fact that the saintly eplstler*s Influence on 

hia i s great aad that his love for her I s profound, thus runs 

11 Guldlni, 0. , Hsanrfr dl Ser flr|*t*f sno c> 0alfflap da ^en% 
f o r m * da ^ 4 aedes^o, aal .aeso^e flff. M . C. Mllaaesi. 
Vol. UT, pp. 31 ff. Of. J>. K U e i s t t t l U , «&© writes that 
»Sh® speaks to hia {Villlm} with severity, not fearing to 
offend hia., .But the Jaglishaan listened to her and honored 
her aore with a b i l i t y than flattery* (Rfil parla ©evesro, 
nen teaeado d* off ©Merle.., * l*Xagl@e© l a Intese, e oner®' 
l e i eon nohiiita ptoi aobli© d*ogal albagi©*). Qp. e l t . . 
Vol. X, p . 344, Pootaot© #1. » - * • * 
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a pertinent portion of t h i s p«a«®yrlc» *w 

Bow aany blaspheaers, obstinp.t© sinners grown 
©Id in vice, and those who hiA uwer named th© nam© 
of God, or obeyed I&s Church, were by hor (Ostherin©9©J 
moans converted and brought t© penance, Sh© despised 
no one, she rejected ao one, not ©van th© greatest 
sinners. She weleoaed a l l who o«© to hear, soaetlnes 
prostrating end kneeling t o th©a, at other t iaes 
pressing th«a t o her heart . &he suffered aany to 
k iss her hand - she, the border of whose laments they 
were not worthy to touch. 

Wo© to us , her chlidrea, unworthy of th© name i 
\i©e to us , because we can ao loader hsv© recourse t o 
that aost sweet aether S Shat teaching sh© would &iv© 
us , how to l ive , aad how t o direct our soulsS 

Alas, v.<© can ao aor© run to her as w© used to do, 
saying, 'Let us go, le t us go and so© our sweatee* 
mother I* Hover aore shall we vw& those le t t e r s dictated 
by the Holy Spir i t . Stover nor© shall m b© fed with th© 
food of her faa i l la r words, never a>JV©r aor®. 

fhls i s , indeed, a beautiful t r ibute to Catherine. Bowser, 

Willlea Piste , who has ascended froa virtue to v i r tue , and has 

grown ©very day aor® holy, i s fully cognisant of th© fact that 

spir i tual perfection cua ©oa© only by Divine help. 

But has net Catherine realaded Ma that without Sod a&n 

can do nothing? Of course, she has. 

She, too. I t i s who has coatiauslly stress©©* th® fact that 

the perfection of aaa i s aeasured by the perfectioa with which 

he tends to seek and attach hiaself to Qod. But the huaen will 

IS ©lllian Piste , 

»lished by B. Vastier, «,0ath©rlniana*J, l a Velr-mus 
>» pp. 4W©. 

s p e a r s as Qod. ff.li.7, aB o, IV, in the Tm> original 
XXXXV, 1914, pp. 

Blbli@t©ca Ftaleipal© of Siena, I ta ly . 
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must f i r s t prepare i t se l f for Godg uad th i s preparation ©f 

the will cannot take place without aeritorlous works. 

However, Catherine tell® SI ©to nothing with rMeh h© is 

not already faai l lor j for h© i s a priest of th© Church aad 

© spi r i tua l writer of soa© repute. ** M any ra te , because 

he i s anxious to improve hiaself spir i tual ly , h© consents to 

l i s t e n to Catherine, *the servant ©ad slave of th© servants of 

Jesus Christ ,• She, the «*teaa& Spzxituale", feeds hia the 

necessary spir i tual food, for which he constantly longs aad 

eagerly coneuaea. *** 

But because sh© helps lean Mlliata to the table of Holy 

desire , asy she be regarded es th© principal contributor to 

h i s victory in the ba t t l e for spir i tual perfectiont To think 

so would be on u t t e r presuaptiea. 

Xt i s true that Catherine, by moans of her l e t t e r s , ur&es 

f i l l l s a to proceed fearlessly onwards in his ba t t l e agslast per­

nicious influences, lowevsr, she acts merely as an auxiliary 

aover. She Priae Hover i s the Holy Cfcost, tihe, finding that 

14 n o t e has been credited with th© following writings, 
bosldes those already citeds jftsjarft MJJgtfm fssu, 
gna.tiaore Del. *t revsrentlarand Alt onto itoostoius. 
Sooftaonlua, J . P i t s , Belationua hlBtorlcaroa de rebus 
aagllols . Pa r l s l i s . apud Qoliaua S?hi©r*y, & Sobestianua 
Graaoisy, 1619, 2roa, 1, p . ©31. A akstch of Fleto 's 
spir i tual and l i t ©rcary l i f e ie glvw in -Appendix X) at th® 
end of th i s dissertation. 

16 Of. Father Laurent, who, having re-edited th© Bet© 
correspoadenee, observes a t ruly great desire oa th® 
part of th© Ja&ustinifsa f r iar for spir i tual nutrteeafc* 
M.-H, Laurent, ®U© U t t e r i s Inedit is tr, f i l l e l a i d© 
n®*if* *S ^w^^fi- tmm$%i&m* **». w i n , 1942, 
pp. 303-&S7. 
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Slessed Williaa Fist© *• has subdued his own will Mid 

properly prepared hiaself for grace, tactions hia to turn 

hiaself t© the Msranl Father. 

In conclusion,, severe! fact© hav® boon introduced, in 

the course of th i s chapter, aneat the ©as© of Willius Hot©. 

As a aiddle-sged e l e roaaa holding en aeadeaie degree froa 

th© fwaous Caabrl^e University, h© elect© to se t t l e down 

eaong th© Augustiaiaa f r iars ©f th© Convent of th© Wood at 

Leoeeto, Xtaly. 

Saving been raaong these friar® but R. short t i a e , he 

decides to le^ve the i r conp&ny for a quieter 'place i a the 

forests of Leocet©, *sh©r© h® devotes th© whole day t© work© 

of penance aad to study, returning to the convent only at dusk. 

Word reaches Catherine, with whoa he i s acquainted but 

whoa he does not often see, that Hot© has be&ua to c r i t i c i se 

h i s brethren sad that he i s placing too great an emphasis 

upon self-aort if lcat ion. A aeries of epistles i s despatched 

t e hia by Catherine, who unfolds to hia th© true meaning of 

ea iab i l i ty aad elm points out to hia that th© conquest of one*© 

wil l Is more iaport&at than the mortification of one's body. 

Sh© advises hia, above a l l , not to mar his perfection by making 

hiaself a Judge of those about hits who do not wish to follow his 

sp i r i tua l exaspl©. 

10 Het© ©ajoyed aaouf? his own brethren th© repute of 
sanctity, ffe© Snglisfe J&gustl&lans refer to hia a© 
"the Blessed l J U i « a©t©„« ^8 P i t s , loo, e l t . 
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Be now begins aor© seriously to eontoeaplat© th© 

spi r i tua l side of Ma being. B© begins to &tudy th© Spirit 

of Christ, His a t t i tude, aad His disposition. U,e He m% 

brotherly and friendly to a l l ! Indeed, to Jesus brothorliaese i s 

the essence of t rue religious fellowship i s cardinal aA indispensable. 

M Catherine so well t e l l s T41iioa, brotherliaoss 

espressos i t se l f in conp©nl©nship, ©oaaualoa, aad oo-operfttion. 

He ssho i s careful t© aortlfy Ms body but I s ladiffersst t© 

fellowship, i s unknowing of th© fundaaent&Ls of spir i tual 

perfect ion. 

Xt has, finally, been seen th&t Catherine has not played 

th© ro le of chief contributor to Slate 's success along the 

read t e perfection* ah® has acted aerely cs an instruaent, 

whose epist les have guided hia l a the knowledge ©f th© Spirit 

of Josus Ohrlst and the lov© that honors His Pather. 

Xt i s , ©gala, as an instruaent that the sola! of gieaa 

helps aold He*©*© eo-dlsoiple, lalaeado da Cepue, into a 

valiant soldier of Christ^ away. But the Cepoa ©use i s due for 

an analysis in th© next chapter. 



CHAP MR V 

EAIMONDO EA CAPUA: A MANFUL KNIGHT OP CHEI5T 

The pe r son i n C a t h e r i n e ' s l a t e r l i f e who probab ly r e c e i v e s 

most of he r "sweetes t s p i r i t u a l repr imands" i s Blessed William 

F l e t e ' s f e l l o w - e c c l e s i a s t , Beato Eaimondo d e l l e Vigne da Capua, 

a descendant of P i e t r o d e l l e Vigne - t h e s ta tesman who once h e l d 

t h e pos t of Chancel lor t o S i c i l y ' s mighty Emperor F rede r i ck I I . 

Fra Eaimondo, who i n 1374 i s o f f i c i a l l y appointed C a t h e r i n e ' s 

l a s t con fe s so r , i s w e l l equipped t o act as her s p i r i t u a l a d v i s e r . 

Her has had a d i v e r s i f i e d expe r i ence . He has au thored a commentary 

on t h e "Magnif icat" and a biography of Santa Agnese of Montepul-

c i a n o , and has been p r i o r of t h e Minerva at Rome, d i r e c t o r of t h e 

convent of Dominican nuns of Santa Agnese a t Montepulciano, and 

p r o f e s s o r of t heo logy at San Domenico a t S iena . 

However, Fra Eaimondo's profound l e a r n i n g and commanding 

p o s i t i o n as confessor do not d e t e r t h e s a i n t l y l e t t e r - w r i t e r from 

i s s u i n g s p i r i t u a l admonit ions t o t h e good Dominican f r i a r . 

I t must be remembered, though, t h a t C a t h e r i n e ' s I t a l y i s 

r u l e d by p l e a s u r e and guided by chance . I t i s an I t a l y i n h a b i t e d 

by t h o s e who, observes t h e s a i n t , "poison and d e v a s t a t e t h e garden 

of t h e Church." Quick i s she, t h e r e f o r e , t o summon t h e a i d of 

a l l her d i s c i p l e s t o h e l p check t h e expanding wave of s i n ; and 

1 N. Tommaseo (Bd . ) , Le Le t t e re d i S. Ca te r ina da S iena . 
Vol., I l l , p p . 114, 159 et seq . 
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those wh© nesitute oven aonentarlly to aaaif©st the i r undivided 

love of Jurist and l i s B»ly Church, reeelv© lanediotaly hae 

©pistolicnl rebukes. 

fh© etiology of th© diseas© which ha® been at tes t lne th© 

t rue and living religion of Christ, as well m th© svianer i n 

which Baiasndo i s deputised to coahat i t , i s unltpely depicted 

In Catherine's epist les to her eanfessor, to whoa ah© sends at 

least seventeen. 3 Up un t i l the p r e s e t t l a e , only elflat l e t t e r s 

had be©a put Into the tongue of English readers* $he reasiaing 
3 

nine l e t t e r s have boon turned froa the i r original Tuscan vsrArw 

cular into English by the thesis-writer . 

Thm disease that befalls I ta ly i s of © tee-fold naturoj 

physical ©ad moral, b io log ica l ly , i t at ©as froa three aa^or 

i l l s a Mra t . the Bubonio Plague, which b las ts I ta ly l a 1340, 

1348, and 1361; second, the ooadottlcjr^, who swam ewsr the 

I t a l i an peninsula l ike locusts5 th i rd , the I ta l ian tyrants , 

who give thaaselves to dissipation and cruelty. 

ilaeng the aost wicked evil-doers of th i s period, i s IHlsa's 

2 Mi to r P. t&sciat te l l i has assigned these epistles the 
following Boaan naaerals* VIIe 0, Oil, GOT, CCXle 0COYZ, 
CGXIX, GCLXVXX, COUQCXI, GCLXX11I, GCLXW, GCUQCX, C0S3¥, 
CGCX;a, CCCXXXZX1, CCCXLXV, and GCGLXXXXX, 

3 Safer©no© i s aade t© th© l e t t e r s which follows VXI, 0, 
0XX, CW, 0CXXVX, CCLm, QQ1MX9 CCCTM, and CCOK ÎXZ* 
a©ee l e t t e r s and also th© eight ori^lasls froa which 
Gaulish translation© ^©r© node in 19015 by MB® ? . B. Seudder 
tar© distributed throughout five of th© six veluaes of 
Signer Mtsoi&tteilis© aalstolprie* 
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tyrant , Bernabtf Vlscontl ( im-1385) , th® artin-enany of th© 

jfc»osto!ia See* <2® the distinguished Horeatln© cl t laea, Mceol© 

Soderlni, whose State ha® al l ied i t se l f with Tieeonti i a c* war 
4 

against th© Papacy, Gather la® aptpeallnffly writes l a th i s laianert 

^hat i s sweeter than peaoeT Xt was the las t 
a l i i and testoaent which Jesus Ghrlst left to HI© 
disciples, ^sea He said, 'You shall not be known as 
V& disciples by working alraelee, aor by foretelling 
the future, aor by greet holiness shown forth in t i l 
your actions* but only if you shall l ive together 1® 
charity ©ad peae© and love . ' So great i s ay grief at 
t h i s war which will destroy so saay saoag you, body 
and soul, that X would readily, i f i t were possible, 
give oy l i f e © thousand times to stop it* 

Xn a aor© trenebaat and unsparing language sh© upbraids 

V i scout 1 for his unjust action ©gainst the Ghureh. £2io eendeans 

h is sacrilegious stand thus 3 B 

Sine© the ?l©ar of Christ i s so firmly established* 
and of such vir tue and poser, that he can open and 
©lose the door of ©temal l i f e , aren't we, oemapt 
aeabers m& rebellious children, u t te r ly stupid to 
carry on a war against hia? Well do w© see, that 
without hia w© oaa do nothing. If you are against 
Holy Mother Shureh, how can you partake of the Blood 
of the Son of Sod? for, reaes&er - the Orarsh I s Christ. 

Sot Catherine desires aor© than peaoe eaong the eneales of 

Christ and Els ?£©ar oa earth. Sh© weats, in addition, a renovation 

of nereis , the extirpation of evils enerefore, she fcnlaatetly directs 

4 H. feanaseo, on, e l t . . Vol. XXX, pp. IS , 14. 

5 U Pe r re t t i , totters fa %afta, frflfrftaa fa ftojB Tffftftftf. 
doaenicaaa. Vol* I I I , p« 88. 
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t r e Stoiaondo to spread vigorously th® Word of Christ, Whoa 

she continually ©alls the *j?rfc&el Truth8 end th© %sasifel© road 

Insamilste laab of Peace.« fi 

So be sure, Suiraoad© m e t beeom® a feorloss IM^at of 

Christ; for, as she vividly though sorrowfully t e l l s hia, the 

Qhareh i s becoming *p&l@ t h r o a t loss of blood which has h&m 

drained by insatiable devourers.8 9 

Slowly, almost t ia id ly e Baiaoad© oabarks upon his spir i tual 

emmign against the foes of 9©d and aruth. Els apparent t l a id l t y 

annoys Catherines whereupon sh© writes hia, %l th th© desire t o 

see you r isen above your ehildlshness'* ° and t o see "vm shod your 

a i lk teeth aa& ©at bread, th® aust lor the bet ter , • ® i a order the 

be t te r to ©spouse the nobl© ©etas© of Christ and Bis teren* 

But i s Brother Saiaond© real ly afraid to intensify h is 

esapaign a&aiaat heartless tyranny, blood-feuds,, debouahery, and 

asfet-clarioalisa? Xt ©an hardly be thought s©$ indeed, he i s a 

aan of deep thought and deliberation, and not easily deceived ^ 

whet he sees and hears. ^ Is he not, et f i r s t , skeptieal of Ontherine8s 

$ Jr. S&seiattelli , oa. e ^ . . Vol. XIX, pp. 221*236, pa. 266-2?0$ 
Vol. XV, pp. 10-14$ Vol. V, ppa 140-166. 

7 X. foaaaoeo, to... ©it . . Vol. XXX9 pp. 1T3U174* 

8 ?• Miscia t te l i i , oa. e l t . t Vol. V, a. 05. Sh© Itaaeaa version 
runs thus* Hmi deslderla di v©darvi ojajftsni levato dolla 
faaetullesaa vostra.14 ' 

© !&*&» • • ! • ?« FP. »6. » . Squally Interesting i s her Juxtaposed 
hortatory egress ion, naaelya <*Sfeudia»©i &t »@fcteff© | desti 
gravati dell 'odlo © d«U'snore* (Let us b® intent ^©a fas* 
aishing ourselves with th© permanent teeth of feste sad io***)* 
Lac. Pi t . 

W B&iiaead© del le VŜ n© da fepaa, Lsttanda,, XI, ssii.S* 
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visions m& revelations? See© he not hesi tata to r«s©rd as 

gospel t ru th everything that she and aoaa of her disciples 

t e U hia fibout her aessages froa Heaven? X© he not ©ausea by 

her uaeonproaislnu stand in Garistlaaity? Boas he aot sjppear 

to be irked by her ceaseless attempt© to fore© hex* will upon 

bia as th® will of iflaighty God? 

But she, who feels har sshol© l i f e i s an /set of fa i th , 

oonvlnees Brother Saiaondo of her slaoerity aad self-imposed 

sp i r i tua l mission. lor , on© day, he easidLast *V©rlXy thou 

[gatherine3 art the t rue bride and diselple of ay lord aad ay 

l e t , he several times disappoints Catherine by his pussive-

ness and sppareat slotmess In executing her ©oasands. Shus, for 

h i s special benefit, she conveys to hia her idea of an sa&amglery 

%anful knight of Sod the Son* ("oavallsro v i r i l e del M^Li© di 

El©*1). Xt I s he, says she, who joyously and ©sultlngly bears 

*pain, triuaphs aad vexations for Obrist ( t a t t l e d * ** ©ad *n* 

helps ©est out of the reapie those «h© Vend axA purehase the 

gifts of the loly Spirit, i 4 

11 Ualaond© dell© Vl^ne da Capua, op. eft*.* X. In. 6 et seq.g 
XX* x l l . 8* 

12 P. M s e l a t t e i l i , OP- ©It.. Vol. XXX, p . S3. 

13 M&» *©1. XXX, pp. 283*288. 

14 ST. S*eaasseo, oa- elt f f . Letter 31®. 
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She eontinu®© l a th i s veins Shrlst*® aeaful taiight sd@©s net avoid 

blows" 5 nor does he flee ox thieve in "the tin© of data©©©, ainoe froa 

th© darkness light i s bora". She slenes© eplstler then lectures aaiaoad© 

on how the manful knight of the B©d©em©r may becoae perfectly virtuous by 

successfully combating a i l aenatf of ©vll, nod how he should prefer death 
17 

rather than offend JOai^hty Sod. 

In spite of her exhortations, Catherine subsequently discover© 

that she has expect ©fl to© auah froa Fedr© Baiaoado. IVoa th i s seholarly, 

yet simple, aodest and ever-cautious, Stelnlesn sh© has deraea&ed unbounded 

herolea and sought for hia continual sorrow, hardships, and even th© chance 

t© offer h is l i f e In exalted sa©rlfloe for the transgressions of aankittd, 

especially for the sins of those who are ©aluaniating O v i s t ' s Ghureh aad 
13 

besaearing her fsee* 

The contents of at least ©ne-half of Catherine's l e t t e r s t© her 

XMsalaican confessor indicate tha t , in the alddle of her ©easeless struggles 

15 P. Miseiet te l l i , oa. e l t . . Vol. XIX, p . 228. 
16 I b i d . , Vol. XXX, p . 2Sg. 
17 Xbld.. Vol. XXX, p* 234. 

18 Cf. V. P. Seudder, who says th i s of the good Esther Baiaondo* 
"His fignr© aigjftt well hev© belonged to the tresent© rather 
than to the aor© strenuous s&e that followed. Ee TO© the 
siaplest , the most modest of mm - albeit by no aeons lasking 
in homely shrcmdness*•. Oathsrlne, l ike aost uplifted natures, 
deaea&ed heroism froa those dear to her, t\s a matter of ©ours©. 
Others wish for the i r beloved esse, delights, the grat i f icat ion 
of ambition end desire) Catherine sought for there sorrow, hard­
ships, the opportunity to offer the i r l ives in exalted ©aeriflee 
for the sins of the world* She ©raved for them only less passion? 
ately than for herself, th© crowning grace of aertyrdoa.w 

flo- a i t - , p* 823. Cf. also father H.-B. Lsurent, who praises 
Blessed Balaondo*s abi l i ty as an aabaseador, in BS, Oatsrino 
da Siena e 11 B. Baiaond© da Ospaa, sabecei&tore delle. ®. Sad© 
press© Oarlo V ^ M^LmsMML »•». XXX, 1036, pp. i-tt. 
But of,, to©, Father 1. Oartler, ©a© of the la ter Breach Catherine 
writers, who pr©fatorily sketches th® l i f e ©f ®alaoada in 
U. Vfo de,.% .Cathsrj** eft *fte»»% Perls , BBS* ^ n e r p t s there­
from wil l be found i n Jppemdia: U of t h i s thesis* 
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with th® nee-oroclf ler© of th© Son of (too* Krfaoatl© doe* as* give 

her the undivided assistance that she beg© of hia* 

?©t, l a a portion of th© epist le union follows below 

the Sienese saint doe© not reproaeh hia b i t t e r ly for his i£*ek 

of courage; rather, she i s xmderstandia^ wad even appreciably 

courteous, thongh she reveals in nearly ©very pmigraph th© sens© 

of solitude i&loh th© unexpected lack of action ©f hsr confessor 

has eaused her! * 

Seemingly, i f I interpret your l e t t e r ©err est ly, 
you heve ©ssperlensed aany diverse bat t les cad troubled 
refleetlons, through the deceit of Satan end through 
your omx f ©erfulnses, i t appearing t© you that a burden 
had been iaposed on you greater than you could beer. 
You have not seemed to yourself strong enough for ae 
to ae&sure you with say aeasure, and oa th i s account 
you hove been in doobt les t rn^r effect ion and love to 
you had diainlshed* 

l e t not your eyes see things as iapossible to do, 
nor the torment that may felloes but 1st thea see with 
the light of fedth that through Christ Cta i f ied you 
©an do a l l things, and that God will not tapes© a 
greater burden than can be borne. 

X love you imsasurably for your solvation, and 
desire with great earnestness to see you i a th© ©tat© of the 
perfects therefore, X pray you ^dth asay words, ©ad 
X use reproaches with you, in order that you nay return 
continually to yourself. X have done my best , and X 
shall do eo, t o aake you assun* the burden of th© per­
fect for the honor of God, and ask Ms goodness to aake 
you reach the last s tate of perfection. 

' • i i i i i '• i i . , i , 

19 V. Mlsoiat te l l i . 28tJB&fi9 Vol. V, pp. 148-156. 
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lo t upon how aeay more "rung©8 in th© ladder of splr l tuol 

perfection aust Baiaondo da flapua lay his hands before Oathsrlne 

wil l allow herself t© say to him "perfect t*f U i t real ly 

possible that physical and moral eoureff© has thus far prevented 

hia froa reaching "the las t stage of perfection11? It would hardly 

be f a i r t o say so. 

To be swe, courage of i t s e l f i s neither good nor bad. Xt® 

worth depends on i t s exercise* As Catherine repeatedly t e l l s 

Bsiaondo, i t takes courage to espouse the cause of Christ and 

Church and el sad v i r tua l ly alone s&alnet the attacks ef brutal 

tyranny, blasphemy, pad iaplety. In fact , t© espouse a rtfftteous 

cause often requires, Catherine points out, aor© coxwom than t o 

lead a charge in b a t t l e . But, then, Christ loves and adaires the aan 

eh© dares to look Satan in the face and t e l l hia frankly that he i s 

Satan. 

Oatheriae, writing quit© boldly t© her confessor, says to hia 

tha t , ftas greraa-<ap persons, let us rue to the bat t lef ie ld , and, ©nee 

there, list us plaee ourselves in & strong1 pos&Lon, with one cross 

in front and another behind us, in order that we say not f lee . * ®® 

Xt i s , therefore, obvious that i t la the Sieaes© Virgin's 

desire that Baiaoad© serve Ood boldly, Shoe, she eoaaands hia more 

than once that he throw hiaself boldly into the ba t t l e and, i f need 

be, "&lve his l i f e for Qhrist Crucified*» a Shis, ©spialas She, 

20 * . J f lse la t te l l i , op. o|j.* Vol. ? , p . 98. 

a JBblsV* * * • 2X, P . n®. 
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I s the essence ©f courage, Xt Is the derlng to do what Is 

ri^bto Xt is inspired by virtue, honor, aercy aad justice. St 

bespeaks a resistance to fear - nay, a aastery of fear. Xt i s 

courage in aan that enables hia to aeet danger and hardship without 

fear, and t© overcome I t . With Oatherlne, then, the expression, 
*?p Ho take courage*, is synonymous with the other, Ho have heart." 

Belaondo, who, like f i l l iaa no te , prefers t© outside activity 

his books and the ©joist of his friary, now defies fear and, after 

aany days of perseverance, wins 3©th©riae9s prellalaary plaudits 

for his Christian knightliaosa. She inf eras hia quite happily that 
pa 

"perfection is near you.0 She, however, exhorts Ma to "carry on 

e l l your works with living faith. * 

'She Sienee© epistier finally ©sprees©6 her deep seas© ©f grat-

itud© to her eoafessor in these east ion filled words 8 
Jnasks, thanks be th© Highest Sod l&ern&l, tSh© 

has placed us in the battlefldl as kni&hts,, to fight 
for His Bride with the sMeld ©f holiest faith* fh* 
field i s won. She victory is ours. 

A aore personal note of Catherine*s appreciation of h&e con­

fessor* s noble services to Christ and Church, i s the following wMch 

she despatches to Mai "Great are ay consolation and gladness to see 

the fruit that you or© bearing in Holy Shuaroh. * ®̂ 

22 P. Misciattelli, OP. c l t . . Vol. XV, p. 146* Vol. V, pp. 06, 
95, 96, and 97* 

23 fhe fosean original reads I ttX>a perfeslone © presso da vel.® 
P. mselat te lU, SS^Mk»» ••!• HI , p. 234. 

24 @« Slell, ou. ©lft... X*sit«ar 103* 

28. X». Mieolftttelli, ©jkuSiJL*, Vei. i n , p . SS8. 
26 The o r ig ina l version runs thus : "Maggiore m« £ l a consolazione 

e L 'a l legrezza di vedere i l frut to che f a t e ne l l a santa Chiesa." 
IMd . , Vol. V, p . 292. 
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*Sh© last two ocaaemtetlons ©oastit-sat® suffiolent dtreot 

epistolary evidence in support of th© ©oat«wfcioa that fctSwin© 

has shed a tremendous aaount of influence on Bafaoado* Bafcs 

very likely the most inoontestcblo testfcstnlril certifying the 

Sleaeae virgin*s penetrating iafluem® oa her last oonfesoor, 

i s the latter'® Legaada ™ of the Saint, which ual<ia©ly stands out 

©s a beautiful aoanaentto Zme greatness a® aystlo, teacher, 

epistles-, niafchor aad pt^oaaker. 

Gather in© th© author Indioates her faith sad trust, not only 

in Reteoado da Capua, but also in four other literary executors, 

to whoa sh© eonasads her works. Sh© is particularly ooaseraed 

about the Book, or X&alsflp* in which sh© treats in a simple and 

fsailiar nanase? th© ©laments of Christ lenity* 
pa 

Sh» directly beseeches IMsoad© times 
Get 1st© your hands the Bocfc rnd all ay writings 

which you can find - you, Bra BOTtoloraaoo, Bra Stomas©, 
th© Maestro, the Messer ^oaaoso •», aad $® vita tfeen 
what you se© to be the most to the honor ef God* 

In eaeh sad ©veryoa© ef th© seventeea let tsrs snloh sh© 

despatches to Balmondo, sppeiur the aystloal and ©©static out­

pourings ©f Catherine* s heart which find fuller sstpressien la her 

2? G. Gigll has included on Italian translation of Baiaond©*© 
£©££»&£ in the first voluae of Us Ooere. 

m V, foaaaseo, ©a. o l t v Letter o?2. In tMs passage, the aea 
aentloned are Identified as fo l low fra Bartolomaeo dl 
Soaenlco, Gatheriae's second confessor? fee ?mm&m Gaffarlal, 
the Staialcaa friar end Oatherlalaa dlsoipl® ustao published the 
BBaplaaent to ST© Baiaond©*© Le^enda end also an Jbrl&Meat,, 
ia X^tin thereof5 fra ®lmm®k faatusai, *©„ temiv® reroived 
a asseter-Qf-theology <?©«r©© at feabridg® tfaiversity in William 
Slete*© days, had gained a fin© reputation a© e teeeher and 
preacher? ftesser foamas© Petre, then oa© of th© Papal Secretaries, 
with ahoa, during oa© of hm stays to flo**, Catharine "bmm® 
aequalnted* 
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ffiaioig©. Mors so l a th© epistles addressed to hia than l a 

any other group of l e t t e r s , tub© refers to her syabols of 

love, which are blood aad f i r e . In fact, sh© bids Maoad© 

drink blood, clothe Massif In blood, end b© transforaed and 

set on f i r e with blood. 2 9 

But the seventeen StoJaoado epist les are interestingly 

revealing: not only froa a spir i tual bat also froa a his tor ical 

viewpoint. If the subject natter of Mstory i s the genet lea l 

or natural developaent of general or particular facts , events^ 

and situations - then, the facts, events, and situations revolving 

about Beiaondo*© attainment of Christian kaighllness and ©bout 

th© I t a l i an Sfcete-teroh struggles of the last (parte? of th© 

Fourteenth Centruy, ©s depleted in Catherine*e correspondence with 

her las t spi r i tual adviser, aust be regarded as genuine historical 

subject Ratter. 

iigaia, i f c r i t i ca l ly treated history memm the apperception 

and conpreheasien of © series of ©vents, as well as the i r care-
SQ 

ful diagnosis - then i t I s the hop© of the thesis-writer that the 

ease of Beiaondo da Capua has been viewed, weighed, and ©zoalned 

in accordance with th© terms of t h i s definition. 

29 J?, Mieclat tel i i , oa- s i t . . Vol. XX, pp. 1S9-13Q. 

30 This "definition" i© based upon lather l i r ech ' s a r t i c l e 
oa the aeaalas of history, la ©a. ©It.. Vol. VXX, p . S686 
as well as upoa Prof. ?• Harrison* a treatment of 
••uatherod knowledge and th© gathered conscience of past 
ages,8 In h i s work, flfts, %/tftfm tot M^m* * « Teste, 
1896, yp9 10 et esq. 
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She Ospoa preelon i s singular to natur*. ijallke the PegUa-

r ee l and Kaeonl cases, in which ©aid witnesses Oatharla©9© iat©p-

by-step guidance of thea ap the ladder of spir i tual perfection, 

the Capua problea i s on© of fear versue coafid©ac©» a © ©arly 

stage of the problea reveals Capua's reluctance to travel ©s&esslve-

ly to do oral ba t t l e against th© transgressions of eertrtln I ta l ian 

layaen and ecclesiast ics, lowever, h© has always b©sa retdy to use 

his pen in praise of th© Blessed Virgin $<!ory, Saiafca Agnes©, nsB. 

the Church. But to b© away fro® th© quiet of h is convent for days 

and dsysT This would ca l l for sorae thought aad deliberation, St 

would require, too, © pereonal ba t t l e with r retiredaess bora of 

a religious seclusion froa th© secular world. 

Are Haiaond©*© f i r s t atteapts t© carry ©u& Catherine*© episto­

lary Instructions inactivated ~hyr sta&e-fyl^ht1? Hot necessarily so. 

Is he lacking in ©ouro&ef perhaps, though to © minor ©stent* i t 

any ra te , Catherine repeatedly accuses hia of fearfulaess. ib©s 

h@ final ly overeoa© what she describes a® ^arsenal four**? Tssg 

but ful l credit fete his defiance of fear aust not m to Catherine, 

although sh© Is able to iapos© her will upon hia, in ©pit® of the 

fact the t , during th© six y®e*r& ©f the i r friendship, h© Is aep&rotea 

froa her at least half ©f that t i a e . Xt Is precisely oa account 

of these long periods of separation that the virgin of Si©na aust 

hove recourse to let ter-wri t inf, l a order to help aould Oapsaa la te 

a coarc&eous knight of Christ. 
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such as theses 

Her l e t t e r s abound i a unconstrained strong-silled feraalas 

31 

X will that you look yourself in the open 
side of th© Son of Sod. 

With desire t o so© you a true combat oat against 
the wiles and vexations of the devil* 

Be strong t© slay yourself with the knife ©f 
hat© aad love. 

Best yourself apoa th® Cross with Christ 
Crucified. 

Make ae see and feel you bound end fastened 1st© 
Christ S^eet Jesus. 

Catherine's ©aploynent of these epistollc foranlary ©sprssoions 

serve t o lend soae support t© the thesis-wri ter ' s theory that her 

influence on Capua i s of the doty awakening, sparring oa, end 

reassuring kind, frue, there i s a clash ©f uHle between Capua 

aad Catherine, free, too, She does not always erase out th© victor , 

especially during th© early aenti.l aldmish©©,, Tot, th© isrepea-

darance of evidsnay Incline® toward th© fact that Haiaoad© final ly 

sucetn&s to Catherine's influeaae. 

31 ? . Mlsclat te l l i , .©a. c l t . . Vol. XX, pp. 118, IS?, 1348 
Vol. IXX, pp. 2S1, 236, 366. W { Vol. XV, pp. 142, 173, 
174, ISO, 181| Vol. V, pp. 88, 95, 96, 148, 2908 Vol. VX, 
p. 15. 
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Ber Influence hfs beta of the ©ctlv© sort - the kln<! that 

eaerglses Capua, Her l e t t e r s , penetrated with the "Sweet ? r i aa l 

froth,* conauaic&te th© essence of &©od to hia . Sh© herself set© 

the good example. Although she i s , m i t were, a i l^h t , her 

epis t les seea to s tr ike with lightning effect. 

But i s Capua a weak-headed and we^knesd ladlviaual to 

succunb to a self-taught aaid of t h i r ty years? Bat «$ all* Xt 

Is to be reaenbered that Catherin© does not eppeai principally to 

Salaondo's ©notions* Bather, sh© appeals t o h is Mgbnaiadedaass, 

to h is goodwill. !Ehua, she writ©© M E : S S 

Oat of your goodwill shoule issue 
knowledge of the inf ini te goodaese m& 
unspeakable charity of Oodj cad. in t h i s 
knowledge nay our soul abide and be nourished. 
Baflect that through lov© H© keeps your 
wiU good. 

Xndeed, Baiaoad© yields, for he cannot realize hiaself fully 

escort through and by the Grosa0 Be knows, too, that Sod* a 

rat ional creatures are aaaat to tend to the perfection ©f love of 

the Three Blvia© Persons, and that th i s perfection ean be attained 

only along the road traced out ^r the Semen on the Pount. 

Only that person, reasons he, who ia animated by such love 

32 P. Ulsois t tnlU, oa. elf . . Vol. XXX, p . 234. 



MMOHPO m o&nm A HAVHUL KMIIHW t» CHM*5 99 

©an proaot© that knightly spir i t which i s capable of undoing 

the Individual self-seeking of I ta l ian tyrants cvA misguided 

c l e r i c s , and the blighting, savage hardness of i rrel igious 

«ooadottisrl«. 

l<hst, then, has been &©<an i a th i s chapter. I s thi*t Saiaoad© 

del le Vigne da Capua, who evei&ually ajras th© t i t l e of "Blessed9, 

i s chosea, in 1374, to be Catherine's th i rd and las t spir i tual 

director. 

A% f i r s t , suspecting rather strongly the Sl<mm® v i rg in ' s 

brand of soysticlsa, Capua, ^ distinguished theologiaa «nd author, 

i s fia&lly convinced of her sincerity and nobility of purpose. 

£&©, ©a© <&®&9 decides apon a nation-wide e&apalga to fend 

off the incursions of sin, i a e l l i t s shades sad. var ie t ies . Fm? 

begins her series of iaport^at eplstlos to Bsiaendo, in which sh© 

unceasingly e x e r t s hia to beecn@ a vallr ia Christian soldier, c 

manful knight of Christ,, 

Capua, who i s used to th® quietude of his aoait®terye hesitates 

at f i r s t to eater boldly upon th© bat t lef ie ld. However,, h® u l t i ­

mately heeds Catherine's words* ®hus» realising thct he raaet fully 

accept God's rule in hie own heart and help subdue th© base passions 

of those evil-doere about hia, h© hastens to do ba t t l e for the 

Laab of God. thanks, therefore, to Catherine and t© h is mm good­

wi l l , Capua f i r s t s valiantly m a t rue kalgsht of Christ. 
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iisaong h i s collaborbtors i s Bra fossae ao Ctoffurinlt, a 

very close friend. Xt 1© he who continually posters 

Catherine*© confessor to ooaplet* the%&few of Catherine, upon 

which he has been working spasnedlcally because of his assay duties 

as Raster deaerctl of h is Order. The biography i s finished l a 1395 -

that i s , fifteen years after Catherine's tieaise. 

As a spreader of the Cult of Catherine,, Gafforlnl ©couples 

© singularly interesting position In the I ta l ian religious 

c i rc les of the f i r s t quarter of the Fifteenth Century. Xt i s on 

hia that the thesis-writer focuses th® spotlight i a th© following 

chapter, which has been t i t l ed , *?oaa«e© Gnfferinls Pepolsrlser 

ef CstheriniualBSJ. B 
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There i s sufficient reason to belies© that future generations 

would never hav© been so well inforraed of th© Sloaes© virgin, n»A ^ »°* 

been for the sin&le-heErted devotion of fra tameso dl Antonio fccci 

Cafferial. Xt i s h© who labours f if ty year® or aor© for her glory. He 

writes of her9 speaks of her, and preaches about her unceasingly. He 

searches out ©very aaaascript pertaining to h©re copying,, correcting and 

diffusing then with extraordinary seal and perseverance. 

She close spir i tual relations between Catherine cad Caffarini, 

the Doaiaiesa fr iar , which begins in 1366„ i s diseemibl© l a » group of tea 

epist les published by P. Mlselat tel i l . l Up un t i l the t i a e the thes i s -

writer translated these tea Tuscan and Latin l e t t e r s into English, there 

had been no ooraplet© JSaglleh renditions. 

Probably the roost unusual end singularly interesting of the 

ent ire group. I s th© one written by JV© f?eam®a© to Catherine. 3© 

test as the thesis-writer has hmm able t© ascertain. I t i s th© only 

estaat l e t t e r dispatched by a distinguished disciple to the Siea®s© Heap*. 

1 Saes© coanuaioctloa® er© auabered as follows 8 X, XXXX, X3TX, 
XXXI, XXXVIX, XXXTXXX, JXIXI, aad XLXV, o i l of which appear 
in Vol. VI of op. c l t . r 8 CXXVII mA COUIOT, which r,r© t o be 
fotmd, respectively, l a Vols. II and ? of ou. o i t . Of th is 
group of epist les , six sr© froa Gaffsriai to Pagllar©sl$ oa© 
froa Caffarial t© Iteeoalj on© froa Oaffarini t© Catherines 
and two froa Catherine to Oaffarini. Although Catherine i s 
believed to have written Sfra Toasjas© sever ; ! ' l e t t e r s , ©nly 
two survive, M any rate , th i s series of tea s©rv©s to pre­
sent © coaparatively good picture of th© spiri tual relations 
between th© Saint and 0©fferial. 

2 l e t t e r #1, which Is incorporated in P. mse ia t t e iU* £&«. 
V©1. VX, pp. 4§~4@. ^ * 



VGKHAaO CiK^vBIBXl WJroLAKXZHR Off QffiBSBlMBltM 102 

In t h i s l e t t e r , Caffarial acfce® a humbl© thma^a loaraed 

reply to Catherine's re<ju©et that he fully Interpret Vers© 11 

of Fsela 130 3 which she has read l a l a t i n , foams*© stiys, 

substantially, that there I s a distinct difference between th© 

words Babl&ct&tus" ©nd wadlaetatu8. s 2h© foraer he interpret© 

as "one who he® been weaned froa th© aether*@ railkw, whereas 

to the l a t t e r he assigns the interpretation*, *th® belitver who 

absorbs th© grace of Cod m th® nursling does th© aother*© milk.8 

Xt i s to b® regretted that only one aeBst^e exists of 

perhaps amjy traneaitted by STa 3?oamas© to th© virgin of •Stessany. 

Xn nay ©vent, well would i t b© to ponder how aoch scriptural 

knowledge Catherine does absorb froa Caffarial* s penned coaaonl-

cations; also, the aacuat of l a t i n he teaches her. fhee© would, 

indeed, constitute interesting problems for both th© professional 

l a t i a i s t end th© experienced b lb l ic l s t to wetit& apon. 

Xn spi ts of Catherine's indebtedness to Caffarial for his 

b ib l ica l espositionse eh© does not hesl te te , nevertheless, to 

ooaaunlcat© to hia her kindly spir i tual counsels. 

Faded with the resurgent problem stefaning from doaestic 

and foreign violence, unchristian wickedness, and human suffering. 

3 "Xf X was not humbly aiaded, but exalted say seals As a 
child that is weaned i s towards his nether, BO reward 
in ay soul.M 



VGNKASQ OJW.ABX18I8 PWJMSXW W/' Gi^EMmUMMt 103 

Catherine, tshos® spi r i t now burns with ; peculiar intensity, 

spurs Caffarial on to the final phase of her victory over the 

arch-enemies of "the sweet Uriel© of Christtt aad her a i i l ions 

of sp i r i tua l children. 

But does Caffarial show hiaself %Berat©ful», ^negligent88, 

aad %neheritabl©8 in confronting the duties which th© virgin 

of Siena outlines for hia? If oa© were t o apply the esoeediagly 

high norms of spir i tual conduct, one ai^ht be laolined to answer 

somewhat i a tm. affirmative aaaa@r. S© who would esaperieace per-

foct charity, Catherln© t e l l s Ma, aust expel every ouno© of vain 

love and dread, as well as vain <$oy -ad sorrow, out of his heart . 

His Joy should b© in Sod alone. If he aust sorrow, then let i t 

be for Cod alone* Were ho to do t h i s , h© would not err, Oa th© 

contrary, he would gain Heaven and Stomal 1A£&9 

Again, dilating on the ree l aeaalag of ©©asecr&tlon to 6u&y, 

Catherine points out that i t i s prosit©d hj a true desire to &iv® 

aid the very aoaent th t i t i s needed, Shus, I t Includes bene­

volence aad charity, 1&e foraer tens, she explains, denotes the 

willingness to help, whereas the l a t t e r indicates the helping. 

She ©apb&sises th© fact that charity Is the action, &ad the wi l l ­

ingness to do aust have th i s practical outcoae, otherwls© I t i s 

4 i». Miseis t te l l i , on. c l t . . Vol. XV, p* 236, 

§ Ibid . . Vol. XX, m« 227-SBO. 
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worthless. 

The gionese ©pistler goes ©a to say that consecration to 

duty eabraoss various forms of service to one's Church ami fellow-

belngs. Xt I s not, therefore, confined to Bias-Giving ®xA to 

doing kindnesses to the poor, distressed, week &ad sorrowful. I t 

denotes, then, the giving Hbersl ly of ©no's t i a e , labor and 

interest to a crusade weged ia@alnst the ceaseless assaults of 

the deaoas and their earthly tsaissaries upon the fclth of 

Christians. 

Catherine e v e r t s We& Stanaso to uct with unselfish ia terot t 

on behalf of a Just cause. She ooaaande hia to follow *that 

supreme eternal 2rufchfl
8 ® however arduous end soli tary aight be 

the path. She advises hia to follow the "light of aost holy 

f a i th , " and interpret I t as the t ruth froa whence authority 

cones, rather th-a Interpret aere cuthority as truth* 

finally, she t e l l s Oaffazizd that ao obstacle, however un* 

surmountable i t acy cppear to th© t i a ld <a& fslnt-fc carted, sea h&T 

0 ? . MUoiat ts l l l , oa. elf . . Vol. XX, p. 230. 

7 E. fena&seoo on. clft.» X>etter $S?1* 
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th© wsy of on© possessed with s burning lov© ©f "the heart and 

soul end body of Jesus Christ.» 6 

Xn view of Catherine* s fervent appeals aad ©shortations, 

one may oskt Xs Caffarial ©shsaed to be identified with a 

bel l igerent , free-lance woaen reformer who has organized a 

a l l l t a n t crusade against the raapant evils Of her ugef Xs he, 

a clergyaan, to© prudent to be a fellow-treveler of Stefan© Macoal, 

the foraer lover of vendettas, aad Bsrl Psgiiaresl , the erst while 

shif t less and unpredictable verse-aakerf Could Caffarlni b® 

ospable of Jealousy because Fra Bsiaond© da Capua has been asked 

to succeed his own good friend. Pre Bartoloaaeo di Xaaeuleo.as Catherine*® 

confessor? 

iiach of these oaeetto&s aust be answered in the negative. 

Caffarlni has always been happy t© be identified with any of 

Catherine*© aovenents* She contests of his Sagpleaento and 
10 

Leegeada abbreviate, which are replet© with words of praise for 

Catherine, amply substantiate t h i s fact . E© has been nearly 

equally happy to collaborate with Meooni and Oaf fer ia l ia eny 

work coasecrated to the furthering of Christ 's religion, as the 

8 "XI ©uore © l**niaa © *l carp© dl Cesd Crist©.8' 
P. Mlsoiat tel l i , ©a. c i t . . Vol. XX, pp. 238-228. 

9 Vrn S&rtolone© dl Soaealc© waa Catherine*© second confessor. 
He end Caffarlni wrote a little-known t r ea t i se on the Sealale&a 
Third Order of Fenane©* 

XO She ImwAp. appears In the f i r s t volua© of the Golleettan of 
the l ives of the feints known as the Seaotuarlua of Boaiaas 
Moabritias. Milan, 1479. This work mm republished by th© 

e l l s , 1910. Of* B* fast lev 's cbbrovlated work, rtla Spends 
Mlneur© de 8. Catherine d® Slesae", l a ^elea^as d»a«di^iegif 
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correspeadenc© botwessu Oaffarini aad hi© two ©©-disciple® 

so clearly indicates. AM for th© opinion that Vru ANSA/so end We\ 

Bartoloameo nave harbored Jealous thoisjhts ©a account of Quthttria©*© aaeep-

tone© of fra Jfciaondo us her spir i tual adviser - that I s wholly uatwable . 

for, altlwacfe she h i ^ d y approves of fra »iteoado, hi® 8ppoiata«t 

as spi r i tual guide has 00a© dlres t ly froa the General ©f the Seal* 

nlean Order, with the ©onflraatioa of Pop© Qregory X l l a n l e t t e r 

issued oa August IV, 1376. Xt eppsars, toe, that fr& "gamma® dell® 

foate, her f i r s t confessor, sad I ra B^rtoloma©© dl XfcndaAeo, her 

second confessor, aust have been coxftusted by the Ceneral in order 

t o obtain thei r individual Judgaeat© before the Bsiaond© appoint-

aea t . Xn any event, Catherine f i ra ly a&iataias that the "Blessed 

Virgin herself stood by her eld© and gave her lalaond© da ©gpaa 

for her spir i tual father and guide. *> * 2 

Aether or not Catherine*© accusations are Justif ied, the 

fact remains th&t she charges Caffarial and Bra Bartoloameo di Be-

menico with pride. On© of the aor© pertinent portion® of her epis t le 

11 JP. Kise ia t t e l l l , OP, o^t.„ Vol. VI, pp. 103, 104, 118, 120, 
129 and 131. 

12 Balnendo da Capua, 00. cit„> XX, s i , pp. 1-3. Ihere I s suffi­
cient evidence t o support the theory shut della B>nte, da 
Capua, and dl Daaerde© were very good friends, otherwise they 
would net huv© collaborated In • history of the reformat ion of 
the Penlnloan rule in Venesia, S » history was printed by 
Haainlo Corner©, in Vol. VIII of h is aaelesia© Vaaeta© anfei«» 
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on pride and I t s salutary opposite, humility, follow© bulowi &8j 

O proud ones * Behold th© Master Who rode 
vs&&& on ami Of course, our Kedeeraar gar© on© 
good res son, m®m ethers, for coming esmm u© -
naaely, to reveel t© us th© obligations of ajafciadg 
yes, t© face our sins, and t© touch us how aan ©an 
conquer th i s asinin© aspect of our hua<:n nature, "by 
get t ing upoa i t cad tiaklag ©oaplet© control ©f i t , 
i a aach th® saa© aanner as ym. would an ass. Indeed, 
there i s very l i t t l e differeme between us and th© 
beasts of burden, because Bin reduces us to their 
leve l . 

0 Aaoient Truth, thou which hast shown us the 
way* I beseech thee to aUbdue th i s ass (sin of 
pride) aad t© brla* forth meekness sad humility* Bat 
with what help ahull w© reach thee, Sweetest lev©? 
Yes, with the hatred of aegligsne© iwd the lov© of 
virtue* 

Let us say ao acre, lest i Should be prompted 
t o ©peek of aony thing© at length. Bast X ©enact do 
now. $t any ra te , let us follow the e x i l e s which 
X have eivea you, Bsy &©er children said brethren* 

Xn continuing her epistolary diseourso oa th® baseness of evil , 

Catherine t e l l s her followers, particularly Kra $©a@aso, that to be 

werthy disciples of Christ, w® aust avoid ©In of vliatever dessriptloa, 

and seek lawerd peaae, AM ehat i s inward peace? I t i s tact peaee, 

sh© ©spialas, which resul ts froa a cos^let© subordination of the 

inferior powers to reason, of reason to fa i th , aiA of th© -shol© 

being to God th© Father. 

2h© Slenes© ©plstler ®om ©a to ©ay that th i s perfect ceasord 

13 P. Mleelat tel l l , OP- c l t . . Vol XX, il-J* £»-32&. 
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between al l the faoultles, or the oonpist* control of team 

desire®, ©an be eOhleved by hta who would laaers® kb&mU la 

th© Seared Slood of the Crucified One, who would defend 3©ly 

Mother Sharon, and who would be willing to shed mm his mm 

blood for her sake. 

Caffarlni does not hesitate to folios? religiously Catherine's 

epistolleal spiritual advice. He i s «piek to pereeive the fact 

that "the lord,• to quote his own words, %ad resolved to us© 

Catherine as oa lastrjaaent for the salvation of many wring souls.B *• 

Caffarial continues his observations oa Catherine*© 

refleetlons oa ©rrin® souls In this wises *® 

Catherine wondered thu-t so many asn and women could be s© 
foolish and so blind, that they would follow m& love the false 
and deceitful world, rather than surrender themselves to Jesus 
Christ, fho calls us and invite© us aad l-5ho is faithful in a l l 
that He promises, even in this world consoling Els servants and 
bestowing joy t^on then* 

mterring often to the tr*o full of beasstiful fruits, 
she said that i t signifies the eternal Inomrnate lord, and 
that the ineffable fruits *ar® ai l the virtues* On the other 
hand, the l i t t l e ©em-covered h i l l , which does not yield good 
corn, but only husks, i s the bsurroa field of th® world, isMch 
aen t i l l with great end fruitless to l l . Bet they wh© give up 
trying to get in t© the tree C©aatalala& fair fruit) , as soon 
as they feel the thorns, are el l those wh© think they oaanpt 
endure a OoeVfmwtm lifs* aad give i t up before they have tried it* 

Sh© others, wh© lose courages stun they ©©© how t a l l the tree 
i s , are those who beuin with u good will aad a $©od heart, out 
who weary after a while and d© not persevere la their first 
resolve, fin* last kind ar© those who really bellev® and who 
remain steadfast la the truth. 

14 «P. Caffarlni, X^eada Minor. ©, 12, 

%B % Caffarial, Jtoaleaeaftty. 19 1, 0. Of, Xfcdu&sndo dc tepua, 
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Catherine iapr esses Ceffsriai a© stroagly with hear 

©aiafciiaes® sad profound knowledge of human atiture, m well 

as with the belief thnt a© oaa ho© mm taught her "what ©as 

needed in th® path of salvation, but ay most beloved Bridegroom 

Our lord and Master," *® that , not long after her passage into 

the Beautiful Beyond, he springs into prominence as th© aost 

persistent and active proaoter of her canonisation ecus©. Indeed, 

he aakes i t the doaineat active of his le t te r l i f e , 1 ? 

Xt i s Ceffarini, as has already been seen, who prevails 

upon BaiBtoado da Capua t© finish his Xiggenda AsJo/ as quickly 

as possible. As a a&ttsr of foot, i a order t© hasten i t s ©ca­

piat ion Caffarial writ®© ports of i t nt 3ftm Baiaondo*e dictation. *® 

At long l a s t , the biography of St. Catherine ie finished. 

16 f. Cafffjriai, La^sadfc ftlner. X, in, 4. 

IV Xt i s V* 8. Afctel, a fweatleth Century authority oa the Saint 
of Slena, wh© write© that Sre fmm&m «speat Ms whoi© l i f e 
spreading with passionate ardour th© knowledge of th© labours 
and glory of the ttensse vlrgSa,* fr'tf^o <H** ?mi Ŝ feffi 
&aterln& da $lens.p a. S&i. 

IS & l a t i n l e t t e r written by Caffiurlai from Gene* en February IS, 
1381, and addressed to fieri Pagiiaresi, inforas u© tha t , "Al­
though th© Mhster-aensr&l £CepuOhas ^©ea very busy, X heve 
cwlls* ©a hia coatinually and ©very day, «w@n offering to help 
hia as auch s* I can, l a order that he aay coqplet* th® legends. 
Because of ay insist ©nee, we have already begun to aak® corrections 
In th© second part - coatiauinf thus la this work, he dictating 
and X writing." P. m s e l e t t e l l l , mbu£&&** V®1* VI, pp. 118-11S. 
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Xm̂ smaah as th© I^enda ESoJor appear® la latin, Era "BOEEJOS© 

hands i t over to etef&no Macoal, asking hia to reader i t into 

Italian. *® Iteconl, after having received several pressing letter® 

fro a Caffarlni that he push on with th© vernacular rendition of 

the X«eif©nda. finally accedes to his wishes. 

Xn the aesntiae, the ever busy foraa&so keeps Heri P&glicrosi 

aad other scribes continually ©coupled, copying and collecting the 

Sienes© saint 's epistles. Although foaaaso is busy supervising this 

great project, as well as th© «fbtalnffieat of written testimonies froa 

those who ar© f aailiar with the "virtues with which leaven hod en-

rlched that holy soul [Catherine]", ^ he finds t lae , too, to produce 

the already aentlonsd Supaleaentua to Baiaoado*e Lftgende. 

Johannes Jorgeasen, a Twentieth Century scholar 'sho has the Joy 

of exaalaing aany original Catherinlan doeuaisnte, sad wh© ooapletes his 

work on Catherine in Siena, only "two hundred paces froa Saint 

Catherine's hcae," ^ l s preapted to say that "th© first place aust 

be given, as a sourc© for the biography of Catherln©, not to th© 

legend of Eeymoad of Capua, but certainly to the aoaaleaentaa ©f 
2P 

fra Tomaam Haeoi Caffarlni." H© continues? Mthou^, Caffarial 

©alls his work a "Supplement", it is actually a large volume and 

19 P. Kisciattelii, <®*JlU*» Vol. VX, pp. 13-130. 
30 2. Certier, on. clft.. p. 316. 

a J. Jorgensea, ©a. ©it., p. vl. 

22 JbJ^., p. 407. 
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*is real ly th© biography with th© ereateat wealth ©f original 

features thet wo possess of th© great sienes© ifclia.w 

A short t ine after Gaffmrini h a coaplefcud th® $^l$sf\azpmi 

and digested well Ira Haimoad©9© Life of Catherine, he writes an 

abridgneat in Latin of the la t te r work, with som© additions and 

Bodifications based upon his own personal knowledge of th© Sienes® 

v i rg in ' s l i f e sad acquaintance with Sienes® tradi t ions aad oust ©as. 

fhls abridgment Is known as th© Legasada Abraviata. or a&acta© 

Sot long after th© death of the Sienes© virgin, Bra $oaaaso 

undertekes a pHriaug© to Palestine. Upon Me return to I ta ly , h© 

&©es to Venice, where he lives for forty years. Baring th i s t i a e , 

he ac ts , successively, as ipostoii© delegate to Sicily and Provincial 

of the Province ef Oreeee, ** and s t i l l finds t i a e to introduce In 

Venice and elsewhere th© custom of celebrating A©rU P&th es th® 

anniversary of the Sienes© eplstler*© death* Oa that day certain 

clergymen ar© wont to pronounce her euology, &n& her portrai t i s 

exhibited and decorated with & profusion of flowers, formed iafco 

28 JT, Jorgeasea, o&. c i t . . p0 407. 

24 Padre Sluseppe Tiaagli, 0.P., produced a beatjaiful I ta l ian 
translat ion of the X^enda Minor in 1930. %© I ta l ian t i t l e 
ruas as follows* Vita dl 3. Catering da Siena, se r i t t a da 
f r . yoaaas© Caffarlni. Elenas Case JSdltrlee di Santagalli. 

26 fh© original Xtsllsn run® thus 8 "Provincial© della provln-
ei© dl areola8 e »le®®to %©stollc© to a to t l la ,* Vld. 
I re foaaaeo*s le t te r of 1398 to ftecoal in .P. Miseia t te l l l , 
•JbJLlsV* Vol. VX, pp. 129-130. Cf. f. Corner©, oa. a l t . 
foa. VJX, pp. 320 @t s©q. 
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osrosses, bowguets, wreaths aad crowns, ^hta appears to be th® 

favorite aaaaer of honoring th© raeaory of th® maid vfa® i a her l i f e - t in* 

has been 0 lover of flowers. 

lowever, l a 1411, objections are aide to these e*i*wr ©felons of 

the anniversary of a person not yet ooaonised, though i t would so©a 

that l a that age such proceedings or© r«ae^ ooaaonly permitted. 

Mi any ra te , fra SFoaasso aad his co-wozker, Hra B&rtolenaeo da 

Ferrare, era requested to appear before Srsraoese© Baste©, Bishop of 

Veaezia aad legate of the Holy See, to fee© © serious eocleslastleel 

charge, to wit; the preaching of th© cult of a person who has not been 

formally recognised a© a saint by Holy Mother Church* 

Qaffcrlni quickly begins to collect defensive evidence. His 

collection of evidence i s i a th© fora of at least two doses t e s t l -

aealfcs, which ar© ©sr©fully exaained by th© h i # ©coleslasti©® with 

a l l possible foraal i ty. 

Work oa th i s lapertant project i s spread out froa 1411 to 1416. 

Xt i s the depositions of the t e s t i f i e r s which fora the celebrated 

*2*©c©SiS of Venice.» ftm result of the ©osleslastie©! investigation 

i s entirely t© ©atoaerst© Sra foaaaso and Br© Bertoioaa©© froa a l l 

blaae in whet they have done to honor the asaory of fetharia®. 1*h© 

testinonl©©, thus carefully collected, r&& afterward used in the 
26 

process of her canonisation. 

26 ^ Be Sanctis Bosaial, »I1 »«©©«©«, to MsiLMMmm^ 
Vol. SIX, 1026, pp. 73-103, Of, I , faarisaaoV *8* Ortertne ed 
i l ri torno del psspat© a Xlon*% ia BBMEUI. S^m^PfiMf Bsne, 102®, 
tea . 5£LVX, p* IGB# 
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Caffarial doss not l ive t© witness th© real isat ion of Ms 

dreaa - th© soluas cersaoay i a which Pop© ii*ius XI determines aad 

decrees that Catherine of Siena b© honored as a Saint, l a public 

27 
aad pr ivate . ib i s takes place l a 1461 • tweafcy-sevea y«ars after 
Caffarial*s death* 

Indeed, © labour ©f love which i s began "h^r Oaffsrlni in 1330e 

and which exhibits i t s f i r s t developmental buds i a th© f i rs t qoarter, 

and I t s f inal f rui ts of success in the third (perterg of th© taaeeesdias 

century, aor© than eoapaasstes for those few *$sacr©pp©&® years 

during which Catherine ca l l s STe ?oaa&so %aehas"ltabl#M, Negligent •», 

and "ungrriteful.B Bt&9 then, Catherln© i s hardly ©as to be tactful 

when Issuing; a cowaaad which would seea to Involve "first things 

first.** tilth, her, therefore, the drive against th© v i l l f i s r* ©f 

Chriet and His Church I s a natter of prtaery concern* Tot, i t would 

b© unfair to accuse Caffarlni of gross non-cooperation and son-

eonformltyi for, i t aust be recalled that during th© purled (137S-

1360) that the virgin of Siena seeks to enlist I ra Toamaso*© un­

divided t i a e sad efforts, he I s busy at Bologna with M i special 

eeelesiast ieal studies, wMoh he eonplet©© l a 1882 - two years after 

her death. 

2? Pertinent translated eaoerpts fvm &®p® Tius l l ' s Sai l of 
Canonisation are given in il^endia: T of th i s thes i s . She 
coapiete I t a l i an text will b® found i a f. S. i l t tal , ©p. c ^ « . 
pp. 337-362. !Th© l a t i n teafe appears l a K, H. Laawrant, J& 
tfFWmm Sfrflftftora* PS?. 5??1-S30. Slather X£ureat«s text i s 
based upon a Latin MS. which 1® preserved i a the teshivio Vatleaa® 
Keg. Vat. 482, f. 85-81« 
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Although Fra fmmm® begins w©rk at Sirens© on his »y«t®r» 

of-theelogy degree not long afterwards « perhaps after h is return 

froa the Btoly Land - , he s t i l l finds t i a e to diffuse the ezteasiv© 

spi r i tua l labours of hi® "Itero" ©f Siena. But nr© hi© pilgrimage 

t o Palestine and his fifty-odd years spsat l a spreading Oathgrialanin 

pur© acts of expiation for not having (given Catherine, whU© s t i l l 

a l ive , nearly every minute of his t i a e when she requests i t ? neither 

en abrupt, thou^afcless "a©** nor a sudden, confident *yes® would be 

wholly Just if ied. Xn view of Catherine*© lon&»tine desir© t© ©erxy 

on a ceapalgn egslnst the Infidels of the Bast, I t i s ^julte l ikely 

that Oaffarini*s ?!edlterranean t r i p asy have been pert ly aotivatsd by 

a longing to investigate the pesBibUlties ©f a eruaade. Cm th© other 

hand, h is devotion t o eatherine begins lens before her death In 1230, ' 

and although i t requires the dlsolplining effect of her epistles t© 

steer hia bsek to th© path of her thinking, h© does not, even for a 

aoaent, forsake Catherla© or her cause. In fact, h is ^Bapleaeatua 

and y.«fy«flftft %rtBT reveal © devotion t o a Saint seldca found in the 

annals of hagiography. Haen, too, th© veneration with which he i s 

regarded by hie own brethren and the "drcoio Cat ©flan©" i s clearly 

shown by the t i t l e of "Blessed® which Is reverentially prefixed to his 

- _ « 29 

28 I ra Soanaa© Caffarlni f i ra t a@©ts Catherine in 1066. 

29 M.-H. laarent, "Vita e ©per© dl Toamaso Caff®rlnl»e i a 
fa Hgfrra. # W»^m» »8B» PP. «3u 
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5* mm up, i t has b©« seen ia th® ©curse of this ehupter 

that a aeaber of the Convent© of Am Iteaaioe, Sra Soaaas© 

Caffarlni, who dies in 1434, aeets Catherine for th© first t iae 

in 1366 and, not long after this a©etlag, i s admitted into th© 

"fsalglla spiritual©.» 

Learning to appreciate and lov© Catherln© aad labib© her 

spir i t , h© soca wins her ©oaf ideace. However, he likewise 

receives her eplstolic&l rebuffs because he is not «uick to 

respond to her appeals for full-tlae aid la cheeking th© rapidly 

rising wave of evil. 

Xt i s clear froa th© correspondence essheaged between 

Caff&rlnl end Seri p&giiaresl that, at the t iae Catherine tronaalts 

her epistolary spreels t© th© former, h© is busily engaged in 

prelialnery Jtoaiaic^a studies in Bologna, which he finishes la 

138S; whereupon he proceeds to Urease to begin his aaeter-of-tfoeoiogy 

courses. 

Yet, Catherine*© letters to Fra foraaas© aak© a deep tepreseioa 

upon hia* Ha© and again, h@ alludes to th© fact that one's 

resolution, as the Stenese saint has repeatedly pointed out to Ma, 

should be firm, as i t lessens th© devil*© power of teaptlng one. She 

devil, he knows, too, i s very auah frightened ©f a detaralned soul. 

Of course, fra foaaaso, by now an experienced theologian, is awore 

of the fact that a person aust not grow careless or over-confident 

because he knows ©f this on© f©&r that aenneee Satan. 12© aust be 

resolute and never retreat. 
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Xt appears tliat fra leaaoso, ooce started upon r- r e g t e « of 

sp i r i tua l bett«raeat9 has a w « retreated, thanks to rrotidsno* 

©ad Catherine, to fact , h© i t 1© who woentlagly works to aaliAala 

or restore regular observers© in th© convents ©f th© Poainican 

Fralrs , cad to extend that 3aird Order which has been rendered so 

i l lus t r ious by the senctlty of th© Sienes© virgin* 

He finds t i a e , too, to help fra. Baiaondo finish the Ĵ effenda 

Man1or. and to produce his own t^ftAttffllllfli °^d Legend© Minor. 

Caff&riai*s l i t e ra ry woarks, plus his t i r e l e ss labours to have 

Catherine inscribed in th© catalogue of th© Saints In Heaven, offer 

sufficient ©videaee to fortify th© thesis-writer*© olaia that the 

Sienes© eplstier*s influence on hia has h®@a greet. Conversely, 

i t i s safe to amy that Catherine i s known today to several nations 

and peoples &s a result of the untiring efforts of Capua and Caffarlni 

and the i r collaborators. 

fhus, i t I s not at a l l surprising that even her® l a th© 

Western noaisphere, five-hundred and seveaty-©n© years after her 

deaise, Catherine* e ass© i s in benedict lea i a th© Seaiaieaa 

colleges for -mmm at Mrian, Mich., Saint Catherine, t?y.B &**& 

Clara, Cal. , Slsslnawa, Wis., Ooluabus, Onto, and Caldwell, 1. J . 

Her portrai t i s no less inspiring in th© houses of the 

Vlsist lng Sisters of the Sick Poor wh© do so anch good in the 

l ess favored ereas of Hew lark City. Indeed, the presence of 

Catherine* s statue in the hospitals of lather Aphoasa Bawthorne 

Lftthrep*© Servants ©f Belief for lacurabl® fencer, help© t® 

bolster vs> th© aoral© of those pet tents who, suffering froa 

incurable wOlgaaafc tumors, await death froa fi.<iy to dey* 
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St i®, therefore, widest tha t , whllo Cohering tmam&ki i a 

exerting her influeno© ©a Caffarial, ho, i n turn, In i t ia tes the! 

aoveaent which f inal ly succeeds in diffusing &ad , isspefeuatiajg 

her influence in various parts of th© GatJu»lle $orld* Sh® Sapeot 

of Catherine's influence has boon s© groat tha t , **?©& tod>y, 

nearly s i s centuries after her death, her Uf* i s the special 

study end her ©asapl© the ©aulaftloa of m®m® of oonveats 

throughout the world* 
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Thsem^bms^ the chapters of this thesis, the writer 

has tried to establish th© position that St. Catherine of Siena 

has shed a pronounced spiritual influence vegan her contemporaries* 

Having translated into English aost ef a group of fifty-

three Susean epistles directed by Catherine to five of her disciples, 

end twenty-fear others - twenty froa the l&soiau .-aad four from the 

lat in languages - tsbleh are csehsagod between her followers, the 

writer proceeds to unfold, step by step, the aaaaer In which the 

favorably activates the salad, heart axA soul of Pi^lieresl, Maeoni, 

Flete, Capua and Caffarial, and then, with X&vln© assistance, 

successfully goes on to lead thea to the ladder of s^emmtural 

perfection* 

She writer*© approach to the solution of the thesis problea 

has thus been of a two-fold as&ur©. St Is his belief that this 

two-fold plan, aaaely, of putting Isa© ii^liah the hitherto un­

translated Catherine letters end those asssh^nged inj her disciples, 

<*nd of discovering therein her spiritual Influence upon her eoa-

teaporaries, has never before been siaHfrly attempted. 

Although Catherine*© religious epistles &© aweesefuily sway 

the five representative personalities of hex tiaes, each ©au of 

thsa constitutes fox* ho» e septate aad distinct spiritual case* 

A© introduced la th® prese&iag p ^ e s , th© feots ahlch rotet© about 



m®vm &m GOBBUMLW 119 

th© five representative spiritual case© that sre satisfactorily 

solved largely by mans of Catherine's epistles, rare safest anti&lly 

th* following* 

Catherine teaches Bainlerl £»©gli©r©8i, a promising young poet 

and Bant 1st, to detaeh his ©yes, alnd and heart froa the lov© of visible 

and finite things of the world aad direct bio attention to th® Beate 

of the Invisible and the Infinite. 

She converts Stefano ifeooai froa en affluent, vendetta 

loving, aotfasr spoiled, and lukewarm Ohristlan, to a scrupulous 

adherent of th© discipline of Jesus the Bedeeaer and Caretaker 

of our souls, and ultimately leads him into a Cterthualaa aoasstery, 

where he reslgas and yields up to th© hig$i pleeeur* of Sod al l 

love and affection for aan&eaa things* 

•rite Sienes© aystlc persuades l i l i t o fist®, e eaholarly 

religious of the Bssrsit Brothers of $k« ingastla©, to shake off 

the yoke of pride and reader hiaself a fro© ;..afi humble Christian 

by refusing to aak© hiaself a judge of others cad by loving Ms 

brother hermits. 

Sh© spiritual •f-teaas8 of Siena suocesafuliy taoves llalaende 

da Capua, her aost illustrious confessor, tie a full understanding 

of his duties to Christ, His Church end His vicar on &_rth, nad 

also trentforns hia into a worthy soldier of the x&tia* Captain 

of our Salvation, in order that he might fearlessly aoabat fleshly 

sin and corruptioa* 
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Catherln© m impressively point® cut to Eoasaso ©affnrini, 

a Dealnlcftn friar, th© iaportoace ©f f©rveat prayer "̂ ad perfect 

union with Cod, in order to be sustained ©gainst worldly tsaptatlons* 

that, after her deals®, he devotes his best efforts to the diffusion 

of the cult and the teaching of the virgin of Siena, i>$& 

even initiates her beatification. 

fhose of her contemporaries, then, wh© receive her epistolary 

spiritual aesseges, unmistakably feel her persuasive power and 

aor© adequately learn to lov© th© Crucified One. ih© tapresses 

her contemporaries with her quick understanding ©f their possibili­

t i e s . Sae is thus able to (jsieken repast nance by a positive 

approach, sad not by the latter-day Savonarolan technique of palat­

ini lurid word pictures of the oanse^aonoes ef sin, or by the 

so-celled psychoanalytical aefchod of &xmisdji^ into the helpless 

conscious, y&ieb the fwsratieta Oeatsuy Freudian operator ©laias 

i s not only forced below fey the 9t&n but also put under pressure 

froa above by the aS*s>er-ego.a Catherine*© siapl© but direst wsy 

is to f i l l her conteaporary*© soul with glowing visions of that 

holiness which to see i s to 10% for. 

Xn view of the ©bssarvations which hove been aade in the course 

of this thesis, the writer Is , therefore, prompted to remark that & 

revised statement of Catherine* s personality and spiritual influence 

-upon her contemporaries m-j be in order. Whereas eonveatIonal olograph es 

ef the earthly Catherln© tend to picture her aXmoet exclusively as unruffled, 

unprovooetive, ©ad eoqpronlsinff, her ©pisatlse ©how her, instead, t e fe© m 
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iapetueus, elaost Impatient, sad often unyielding personality. 

Xn other words, i a th© sienes© virgin9® own le t t e r s on© a©©® 

her, as i t were, ia th® flesh, us en earthly oredfcur© of God, 

with a will actually free froa constraint. 

?rue, Catherine*s epistle© ar© given credit for ©hanging 

the l ives of her cont«soporuri©@s TT©t, they cot awely w aa 

adjuvant influense. fhe grace of Cod, e© well as the respective 

decisions of Catherine*s dlaelploa to tak© full &dv;iata&© of 

her spir i tual advice, er© lapcrtajit f.. stors ^fcich pl'.y a 'V&cj 

essential ro le in converting Slete, j?*igll&r©si, Caffarlni, Ifoeoni 

and Capua. 

One other deduction may b© drawn froa a study of Catherine*® 

epis t les . I t i s t h i s ; her eeirrespendenc© with her e&x&mpQrm'tm 

doe© eat bear a one-sided influence. Bother, i t produces © 

reciprocal influence. Perhfips, a©»© day, a group of expert 

theologians, biblist®, l i t t e ra teur s, LXA raediaevalists a«y find 

i t worthwhile? to probe into th© e;&©at to wbicli h©r cont sapor©rles 

teach her Shoaistic theology IJA philosophy, scriptural vers®, 

Sf-at©r.n poetry, and eabaesadorlsl diplomacy. 

Perhaps this group of researchers nty or noy not ©©needs 

that Catherine's l i t e r a ry stylo la reasonably ooaparable with 

A<3Uia«sj9, XtasVs and Fetraaroa'a. fhey any also be able to 

answer th© pertinent questions >*lfey Gatherlne be ©ailed fit ©so® 

a Sew Hevotionlst mA <•>. Christian Bamanlst?u 
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What i s , of ©«ar«©9 not fit -nil surprislaft i s th© fuct t a r t 

her spi r i tual influeac© should linger, not only in hear own, but 

in ©very succeeding, century* asking; i tsulf fe l t oven today -

571 years after her death* 

As a result of th i s study, th© thasis-writar i s proapted to 

s t ress the belief that Catherine th© ip i s t l e r deserves to b© 

ranked eaoag* th© few t ru ly great spir i tual adviser© of aankind 

who possess that wiasoa© personality find purity of heart &ad soul, 

t>;hlch net only cossrauaes with the Heavenly father, but diffuses H a , 

as by soae natural lsw of refraction, over th© hearts of Els ©&rthly 

creatures. 
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Ljsrm mm cuin&HXiw TO RASURX i»AOLifliasx * 

In the Sfoa© of Jesus Christ Crucified aad of Sweet Mary. 

To you, sweet est and dearest brother aad ay sea l a J©m» 
Christ 3 I , Catherine, servant and slave of th© servants of Jesus 
Christ, write you and eoafort you i a the precious blood of th® 
Son of Sod - with desire to see you united, transformed end e©a» 
formed to Jesus Christ. This, ay very sweot SOB, th© soul can­
not do - that i s , to be perfectly conformed to Christ, unless she 
the soul tears herself altogether froa ©onfojwias to the world. 

Tor the world i s at s t r i f e with Sod, and (Sod with the worlde end 
they have nothing what©y©r in o e w a , toft i t Is real ly so, 
because w© see that ®od-aad©-Maa ohos© m Ms lot perfect poverty, 
insu l t s , anguish of the heart, aock&ry, eoafeeapt, tan#<sr, and 
t h i r s t j despised e l l human honour and ©st©oa$ sought always th© 
honour of His Father BXA our solvations persevered to th© ©ad 
with t rue and perfect patience, aad there was no prld© l a Hto but 
perfect hual l i ty . 

Oh, esteemed and belov©d Chsdbyl Indeed, you ex© th© direct 
opposite of th© world. She world seeks honours end glory, pleasure, 
pride, iap&tieace, &v&riee, hate, rancour and self-love, and a roan's 
heart grows so narrow that h© has a© room either for God ©r his 
neighbor. 

But hew foolish sad sdstskea ar© they who coafora thgeselves 
t o th is evil worlds how ar© they deceived 1 Shey seek honour &sA 
find repro&ehs they seek riches aad are poor, for they do not 
possess the t rue treasures; they @©@k pis&sur® aad enjoyment, and 
they are sad aad heavy-hearted because they have not Sod, t>ho i s 
the highest happiness. Shey will not hear sagA of death ana suffer­
ing, end they f e l l straight into th© abys® of deatht they wish for 
© secure l i f e and depart froa the firm foundation of th© Hock, 

Sow s@©, dearest soa, th© difference between Christ &nd th© 
??orld. She true servants of Sod str ive with great care not to be 
in ©ay wis© coaforaed to th© world. Sney- detaeh theaselvos froa 
hate sad worldly eoafort, end thus beooa© lovers of that which 
Sod loves, haters of that which 0©d hates. They hsv© ao other 
desire but to coafora theaselvee to Christ Crucified, always follow­
ing His footsteps, completely enveloped in and onraoured ©f His 
v i r tues , Shey choose that which Christ chose m MB lo t , and. then 

I £he coaplet© text of th i s sessas®, in Tuscan, i s published 
as Letter »IX by 8. D. 9heseider, ro..pl|*. Vol. X, pp. 33-4W. 
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they find th© opposite. Shey choose povarty uad the lowest 
places, and they ere honoured g thwy haw© „y©a©© oM Joy end 
happiness without any ©arrow, % do not rarvel ther«At, for 
they are o©nfora©d .tad transformed to thw highest iml eternal 
t ruth and goodness, which i s Cod, l a VJhoa Is a l l that i s good, 
and l a $hoa a l l t rue aad holy desires ar© fulf i l led. 

Xt i s , therefore, w©U,sy dear son, to draw out th© 
two-edged sword of lov© and hut© iiafl cut yourself entirely 
away from th i s tenebrous life? and i t i s lov© of @©d which '.fill 
help you do i t . X say ao aore* Ssea&lu ia th© holy ew©©tn©»6 of 
Cod. 8»©et Jesus. Jesus love. 



APPJtt&XU 8 

MACCHX*fl S-MSSPXMUiiAi* LtfBWWt A. • j iYflMWI S 

In th© tea© of Josua Christ aad of th© messed Virgin Mary. 

So th© good ami pious Brother fhoa&s iuahoay of Siena, 
of th© Order of Preechi^ Friers , residing et th© Convent of 
Saints John find 3?aal in ¥©nlo®, Iri&sr Stephen of Mono, aithou^i 
unworthy Prior of th© Monastery of @t. Mary of Srac@s, a&ar P&via, 
conveys his good wishes ©ad coweads hiaself and his health to Sta 
Who i s th© salvation of a l l »©as 

four kind l e t t e r s , in which ^cu as?' a© to furnish you 
with e faithful deposition, l a authentic fora, regarding th© lif®, 
vir tues end doctrine of th© Virgin, Catherla^ of Sleao, have 
b©ua received with 4©y aad read with oare, 

Tou remind a© of ay amerce® spir i tual relations with her 
during her life-tte®, and claim ay t©@tia©ny on the occasion of 
cer ta in coaplaiats which have been e»d© to Francis Bersti®, ¥©a©ti©a 
Bishop of Oastell©, with regard to th® Feast ocsmoaorating that holy 
woman, aaay persons hesitating t© believe in tho virtues that ax® 
ascribed to her. 

Tou may be interested to Vnow that , in her last assents, 
she told these of us close to her what w© ou^ht to d© after her 
decease* Shea, sh© turned towards @© and, pointing a© out with 
her finger, sdLds *Aad thee, l a virtu© of holy ©b©&l©m©, I ©©amend 
i a the nats© of God to go by a l l aeens to th© Carthusian Order, for 
God has eellc^ &xA chose®, the© to tha t . 8 

As sh© beheld us in tm^n oa a l l sides, she ©old!! 8Py 
beloved ehUdr**, you should not b® distressed, but rejoice in th® 
Lord cad rog&rd th is as a festival dayj for I ea about to l©av© ny 
prison, to be anited to th© %ous© of ay soul, and 2 promise ym. 
t o be aor© useful to you after ay death, than I could possibly hnv® 
been dar i ic ay l i f e , ' That promise she has kept« aad never ceases 
to observe I t daily. 

•Shis i s not the t i ae nor place to re la te a l l that ©atheria© 
has done md s t i l l does for her unworthy son. Sub X aoaaot pass 
over in siltsao© that after flod and th© aost Blessed Virgin Vtery9 X 
feel aor© indebted t© th© holy virgin Catherine than to ©ay other , 
creature l a th© world, -'and if there h-ia ever hmn ftBygootf i n a© X ' 
owe I t to her. 

2 fh© full test ©f ttaeonf f testimony ©a th© d©4*ds a r t vlyt«®s 
Of the S i « « © s&lat aprerr© in l a t i n l a K.-H. l^urent, j ^ 
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In the Bna© of Josus Crucified aad ©f Sweufe Mary. 

So you, dearest son in Christ freest Josuss 1, Catherine, 
servant find slave of th© cervanto ©f Jesus Christ, writ© ycu 
in His precious Blood - with desire to so© you wnlV l a th© path 
of Sru© Light, boeauoe without knowledge of th is light a© shall 
not a t t r l n to th© t ru th ; in fact, we shall t r rve l in darkaosc. 

Sher© or** two aanaer of p«$rf ©est persons who wclk l a th© 
perfect light* Shere ar© those who hnv© set their desire aor© 
in aort ifyias th© body than i a slaying thei r own will* Shes© 
©re fed at the t©bl@ of penaace, ond or© good fiat! perfect % btis, 
i f they have not a pyuat huall i ty and do not tate© ©onsoictioa 
in fudging according to th© will of Qod and not according to that 
of Boa, they oft©a ©ar their perf action by B'Mag themselves 
.Judges of those who do aot go W th© some road m they. AtA th is 
befalls then because they have set aor© seal aad aeslre l a a o r t i -
fyln& the body than in slaying their own Ki l l . 

Such &s these ever wish to chaos© tiae® sad places end aeatsl 
consolations i a th«slr own way, as also th© tribulations froa th© 
world Bad the ase&alts of the demons saying, through &©lf«d©c@it, 
beguiled by their own willCwhleh 1© called spir i tual self-will)t 
• I should desire th is consolation, and not these assaults or 
ba t t les with th® devil - aot for ay own scie, but to pleas© God, 
aad possess Hia acre eoapietely, because I sate to possess Elm 
bet ter in th i s way than l a that.* Aad thus saah >, oa© often fall® 
into pain and weariness, and beeoa©© thereby unbearable to Mm-
self; end ao a&rs his pw»t&e& stat©. 10m ta int of pride l i e s 
within t h i s , and he perceives i t not. For, if hu were t ruly 
humble and not pres&aptuous, ho would surely so© that th© f test 
sweet Sryah gives s t a t s , t i a e , place, consolation, cad tr ibulat ion, 
according ea i t i s neceasrry for our salvation, *nd t o eosplste i n 
th© ecu! the perfection to .shioh isfce Is chosen. And he would so© 
shut i t &ivss everything for lov®, and, therefore, with lev©. 

Th® souls &h*st h-vy© this ; airf©ct l i^bt , oaaourso' .ad .pasting 
sdth love, run to th© tab!** of holy dastr©. !Eh©y lose thtanselves, 
stripping off the old acn, that I s , their own sensuality, nad thoy 
clothe themselves with the a©t7 sua, Christ Sweut Jesus, following 

3 She coapiete fuseaa text of th i s ®©sso^e is published by 
P. Kise ie t t«Ul , on* c i t* . Vol. X, £».. 'S37-M4. 
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Hia ti&nfmily, These are they wh© are fed at th© tabl© of 
holy desire, *nc5 wh© here set the i r solicitude aor© in slaying 
t he i r own wiSttaaa l a sleyl**; or l a mortifying th© body. Shey 
have. Indeed, aort if ied the body, but not a© the i r chief eln, 
btd nerely s* an instrument to aid then In slaying thei r own 
wi l l , for the i r chief elm should be, and i s , t o slay the wi l l , 
so that i t neither seeks nor will uugSat save to follow Christ 
Crucified, seeking the honour and glory of His noa© ®xA the 
salvation of souls. 

Cfe, purified and pacified alnds, who or© clothed with th© 
sweet garment of the losfe. His love and ch-r i ty , and wh© feed 
at the table of holy desire because, having attained In grejst 
l igh t , you aoy partake of the holy food - you do not lose t i a e 
in accepting false judgments, either of th© servants of God or 
of th© servants of th© world. You do not trite off ©ESS© at cay 
c r i t i c i s e , either against yourselves or ethers. Tour love 
toward Qod and your n e i t h e r i s well governed aad aot uagoveamed. 
And becsuse i t i s governed, such aea as these, dearest son, 
never take offence at those whoa they loves for sppesrrjaces ar© 
dead to the®, sad they have submitted thsraeelves not to be guided 
by aan, but only by th© Holy Spiri t , See, then, these enjoy 
in th i s l i f e the pledge of l i f e eternal. 

Would thnt X could see you and the other uxfcnowing sons 
reach th i s 110*, for I see that t h i s perfection i s lacking t o 
you aad to others. For, were I t aot lackifflp to yola, you vould 
not have fallen into such c r l t l c i sa pad offence and false Judgment, 
as t o say and believe that another aan was guided end assterod 
by the will of the creature cad not of the Creator* 

X prey you, therefore, by the love of Christ Crucified, that 
you stru&gl© to win th© true BJA perfect l ight , s© thnt $wz ary 
b© numbered aaoag the perfect sad not aaoas the laperfest. 2 
say no aor©. Beaaia i a the holy sad sweet grace ©f th© Heavenly 
Father. X eoswead ayself t© oi l of you. Xaaerae yourselves in the 
Blood of Christ Crucified, fwesfc Jesus, 3mm Imc 
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She Blessed Willlua Hot©, variously known t© I ta l ian elOTgyaan 
of his age as , •Kfcgliela© da n e t a,* »Ougliela© da a©ete,w 

Hi Baeceliere Ingiese*, «*&llelaua de Silva Xaeua,» vxA 
*duillelnus de Anglla, * was bom i a Jagland ua& prosecuted 
advanced aoademlc studies at Csabridge University, where he aet 
John Santuecl, who eventually b©©«B© his good friend. 

Sea© t i a e after receiving his bsahelor-of-cjrtB degree, 
Flete and Scntueci travelled together to I taly, both finally 
se t t l ing down, in olrea 1363, ©aoag the August laian heradts of 
Leeceto. After 1390, they beeaa© seknowiedged aeabers of th© sa in t ' s 
*fanily*, l a which they were usually spoken of by the i r aeadoalc 
degrees, John being the «teeetr©9 and flilieas th© «Bacoelier©. • 

However, the English recluse was not given to frequent 
aingling aaeng his eo-Cctherlnlste. pending his days In the 
Wood of Leeoeto, h© led a l i f e aore muster© than the Ja^ustiniaa 
ru le enjoined upon hia* He devoted hiaself t o works of peaaaae 
end to study, ©voided a l l contact with outsiders, and associated 
but l i t t l e with the other friars* He returned to the convent only 
In the evening or for the office* of the Church* 

Xt ti©, apparently, t h i s excessive lev© ©f solitude, &u well 
as his attaching too aueh laportoac© t© mortification for i t s own 
sake, th&t ceused Catherine t o admonish hia . 1©, in tura, revered 
her and induced three others to Join htar "circle**,, naaely, Antonio 
da U s s s , Feliee Se* Seneredl, mA list to© dl F&si© de* Sens!. 

His devotion to Catherln© was so greet, that he «v©a reverenced 
her clothes. Says Flete, aalogistleoLIyi "Hot only th® person, but 
th© very gsraeata of th© holy virgin, ®eve out a aost exquisite 
perfuaeg and so did the things that she aerely touahedg and we wh© 
knew her well were s«asibl© of t h i s frs&raac© shieh «aa© forth froa 
her clothes. Ilk© the sweet © t o r of a f ield which the Lord hath 
blessed." 

She Blessed Willl&a, lover of solitude aad heavenly ©oat©ra­
p is t Ion, ascended froa virtu© to vir tue, and grew every day aore 
holy. Before his death la circa 1382, he i s said to have received 
divine revelations l a h is prayer® bad coatenplctions, ©specially 
about the future oelaalt ies of figglsaad, ©a which subject h© wrote 

Shis blogrephiesl sk«it©h ha® be©a reconstructefi by th© thes i s -
writer froa th© following well-doeucseated sources* J?, F i s o i a t t e l l i , 
o a - a J t . , T*i. 1, pp. 397-8®, 0. mianss l (lift.), MoBerle di Say 
^MMmtJkM&m MAM ito flmfo PP. s4 ©t ©Si i i 

at, l%t mmmM^Mm* HP* «ntt * ••y.l S* Pits, o*.aft|-'•% _ _ 
?DBlisn*& by B. raa t i s r , *Cath*rl»Aass* 

pp. 4©-7§. 
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various ©plstl©e, repleto with varied learning end Christian 
sea l . These ©ere despatched chiefly to th© aenbers of hi© 
own Order and Ins t i tu te . 

All of these writing®, or at least mmo of then, were 
at one t i a e preserved tmoag th© lorwich IIjSS. i a th© Gaabrldge 
Fubllc l ibrary and th© 81©a©©@ Mm, l a I ta ly , a © l i s t given below 
i s s t i l l preserved of his works9 

I . Predictions to his count rynen of ©al&aitloo befalling 
logland. Oa© book. 

:\ T© th© Doctor© of th© Previa®®, &m j|>istl** Qua tiaor© 
Pel, ffi Fifvsref$3#. 

3 . 9»o th© Froviaolal of h i t Order i a m^lond, one ^ I s t l e . 

r<ai. Ap ©afrs Apostolus,,, 
Spoctaeulua. 

6. Elvers jfelstles* Oa© Book. 
6. Of Bemedies against fsaptatlons. On© bock. 
7* Xn honor of Catherine of Siena, On© Beraon. 

r.everentlfas g t , (j^herine* d© Ssjflu, 
3. To the Blessed Itolaoad© da Osputss, on© %ist l©. ED, 

„fj., m^H *4 Itafit^lHuadua de ylrtutfbuf 

9. A record of Catherine's revelation to hia. One book. 
Barrage fry Quifrslafl d© s p i r i t u a l doctrjafi orsonl* 
vj.vae VO@^B B, Qstherlnss, 
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The Blessed Bayaoad de Capou^ presents th© aost precious 
qual i t ies that could be united In a historian. Be is not a 
siapl© and credulous aan whose iajagiaation cua be easily 
seduced, but o Hellglous of profound knowledge and remrawd 
sancti ty, who relates to the Church what he saw aad heardg and 
he does i t with a l l the conditions which obilg© Ms tes t teeny 
t o be accepted. 

A descendant of th© celebrated Pierre des Vigaes, Chemellor 
of Frederick XI,, he employed eminently bet ter then his ancestorB 
the ac t iv i ty of his alnd m& th© splendor of his t a len ts . Suterlz^ 
betiaes Into th© Order of St. Boaialo, h© ©zeroised I t s aost 
iaportant offices. After directing during four years, the 
Monastery of Hontepulciane, he beeaae Professor ©f fflaeology at 
Sienna, and was the Confessor of St. Catharine, whoa he ©©eoapaaled 
in her journiss to Ttetw&m tad I ta ly . Wh&n tl confided to hia 
the aost dellcat© and the aost difficult affairs . 

In 1380, he was naned General tester of his order vhlch he 
governed during nineteen years. Schism and plague had enfeebled 
the chlldr©a of St. Boainiei the Blessed Bayaond restored it® 
ancient vigor, and i t was under his agensy that mm developed 
in the Order of Friar Preachers, that epoch so fruitful In virtues 
and ta len t . Th© Blessed Jean de Denial©!, jSatoia® Ssyrot, 
Constant de Fabrlano, Pierre Capueci, Saint intonlne, Fra Angelic©, 
Fra Benedetto, are sons of that refora which h@ established in 
the convents of loabnrdy, Tuaeaa^, Sicily, laagary, dsraany, 
Spain •- nti France, He died in the aldst of his work, in 1399, 
at Sureraberg, and his body was transportod to Sapies « where i t now 
rep@s©s ©aid the splendors of the ©hureh of $t. I t e i a i c . 

The fatigues of his ^ o s t o i a t e did not prevent hia froa leaving 
precious writings behind hia. Besides the l i f e of St. Agnes of 
Ifontepuleian© and that of St. Catharine, he translated into Latin 
the spi r i tual t rea t i ses of her of whoa he was at one© th© Con -
f essor and Sisolpl©. H© eoaposed an adair&bi© ooaaentary ©a the 
Maaaifleat. the Office of th© fest ival of th© Visitation, a 
t r e a t i s e on refora, aad a great auraber of very rstaarksbl© l e t t e r s . 

& fhls brief ©stiatat® of Blessed Bataonto®© abi l i t i es as oa 
observer, recorder and writer, 1® fflvea hj th© French 
Catherine author. Feather S, Oartier, i a the prefea© to his 
rendition of th© I ta l ian confessor*© L^gend^ fh© ireash 
translat ion, to T>s d® a. Catharine,, de Siena©, Paris , 1803, 
was wrought into Jlaglish by the todies of the feared Ssart 

5S£ £& «&ft?1&£a*MArfti&. 
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All his conteaporarles Itiud his setone* and his virtuosi th® 
Sovereign Pontiffs wished to rale© hia to th© highest dJ^galtles 
of the Church, but his huaility opposed i t . Urban It la th© 
briefs which he addresses to hia, styles Ma Ms head, ©yes, 
and aouth, his feet and hendeg he oiaias for hta the veneration 
of the asperor, ef kings, cardinal® and people. 

fhls i s the ealneat aan whoa Qod premises for Confessor 
to Catharine, as u special favors he beeoaes th© wit nous of her 
l i fe , oxA the depository of al l the secrets of her soulf he 
writes what he saw, and what he hoards he addresses himself to 
those who could be oapable of contradicting hia and carefully 
discusses th© facts which he relates; he confess©© his constant 
hesitations and r l l the means that he adopts in order not to be 
deceived. Be requests, through the intercession of her whoa 
he fears to be an Illusion, an extraordinary contrition for 
his slnsg and when he has obtained that abuadaas* of tears which 
the spirit of darkness can never bestow h® s t i l l doubtsg then he 
nests on the eountenanc© of Catharine, the threatening looks of 
our Lord Hiaself. 

The aaaner in which he exposes the miraculous abstinence of 
Oathsrlne, her spirit of prophesy, and her frequent oeaaunions, 
shows that he brings to the exaalnstlon of the facts ©11 the 
lights of theology, and al l the guarantees of prudence* In fine 
there Is in the recital such a siaplicity of l®ngoag©, such an 
evidence of sincerity, that i t seeas iapossible not t© believe 
In his testiaenyg 3ed will never allow falsehood thus t® mwm® 
the garb of truth* 

The l ife of St. Catharine, written by th© Blessed Bayaond, 
has been confiraed by a l l the depositions ©f his ©onteaporarles? 
i t has served as the basis of the process of canonisation, and 
the Bull of Plus I I . recalls i t s aost ©afcraordlasry facts. 
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Pius, Bishop, Servant of the Servant© of 0O&S t o s l l the 
Faithful of Jesus Christ, Health and the Apostolical Benediction. 

Xn every age, there heve been aen agreeable t© Cod by the i r 
sanct i ty. Though clothed with our coaaon aor ta l l ty , they have 
subd&ed the flesh end have led a virtuous l i f e on th i s earth, fly 
t he i r a e r l t s and Intercession the world i s preserved, th® destroying 
f i r e which threatens It i s arrested, and ©od«B wrath and vengeance 
kindled against I t are suspended. 

We doubt not tha t , at t h i s very aoaent, there are soa© souls 
who do the will of Cod, and reader the King of Sssven propitious 
and favorable. Aaong those who have calaed Alaitfhtr Cod and aerlted 
h i s eleaeney, the c i ty of Siena, one of th© Tuscan glories, reckoned _ 
Bernardino [AlblBseeehi, who died In 1444 and was canonized in 14S0J. 

Before Bernardino, our fathers had seen in the s o n c i ty of 
Slena, the virgin Catherine, not less exalted in aer i t and not less 
agreeable to Cod. Her prayers offered t© the Mvin© Majesty have 
been, are s t i l l , and always will be useful t© naafclndj for i f the 
crimes of the wicked end the i r blasphemies draw down upon us the 
wrath of Qod, the works and supplications of the Saints preserve us 

Catherine led an angelic l i f e on earth. She has been in heaven 
twenty-four years. Unnumbered miracles heve manifest©d hssr glory, 
and, yet , the Church Militant has not inscribed her aaong the 
faithful ?lzgins of Christ. The l&aaa Pontiffs who have preceded 
us , have not decreed i t . urban VI* aad efter hia Xnaoeeat T i l . 
uvA Qregery XXX,, who ware fsa i l la r with her a e r l t s , designed rea-
dering her th i s honorg but they were prevented by sohisa, troubles 
and th© wars which agitated their pontificates. 

Sod, without doubt, peraltted i t , e**aa«* in th© aldst of those 
toncosts, what was proclaimed in oa© obedience would have been des­
pised in the other. This affair was consequently deferred un t i l our 
t i a e , aad the Canonisation of that Virgin, our cou^rywoaan, has been 
reserved to us . The sanctity ©f the virgin of Siena shall b© 

6 The Saprea© Pont iff *s Bull was issued, oa June 3 , 1461, on the 
occasion of the canonisation of Catherine of Siena. The 
ful l text of th© Bull, In l a t in , appears i a M»*E* Laurent, 

? ?• Dseehiaetti, ff, MmMm 6> ftffia,,, mms^M^M, 
IWrt* jWTe Kilsno, 1933, pp. 000-601. ttd. ©Is©, U Faster, 
MffiflfeM ffflgl Mkl Urn, MJMte. Mnuftfr* »>? *• Kereati), 

1910, Tea. i , pp. a8B»&9, 
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prooiafoaed by a native of Siena, oec^ylns the tlttron* of 2>©t«r| 
and w® adait that la this w* taper lone* a sensible acwalatian* 

1© would, therefore, proceed in th©s© t&zm to th© eansataftlon 
of the Blessed Catharine* 

To th© honor of the oaE&poteat end eternal Sod, father, s»u 
and Holy ®a©®t, for the exaltation of the Cathollo feith, aad the 
extension of the Christian Religion, and in virtu© of the authority 
of Jesus Christ, of th© Blessed Apostles &&• Peter &sjft St. Foul, <4od 
of thnt which has been oonf erred on us, we declare, oa the opinion 
of the Brethren, thnt Catherine of Slam, virgia of illustrious 
end lneff ©eeebl© asaory, whose body reposes at Boa© in th© Chureh 
of the Preaching briars of the Minerva, has been already received 
and crowned with glory la the heavenly Jerusalem, ©aid the ©heir© of 
Virgins, ia th® rank which her virtu© aasrlted, aided by divia© graoe* 

"© deteralne and decree that she be honored as u Saint, la 
public and private, aad we ordain that her aaa© be inscribed la 
the cetalegu© of th© Virgins who or© venerated by th® Bonca Church. 

let no en© allow hiaself to change anything in this deeiarotioa, 
nor in whatever i t contains, relates, ©rdrlas ©ad settles; let no 
one attack i t with temerity; should anyone thus reader hiaself 
guilty, let Ma know that he exposes hiaself t® the iadlgastioa of 
Alalghty Sod, and of th© B>ly Apostles Peter ,.x«2 Paul* 

aiven ut Boa©, at St. Peter* a, in th© yeer of the Incarnation, 
1461, the twenty-ninth ©f Juae, sad the third year of oar Pontificate. 
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Jto the l e t t e r s of the JPaurt swath Oentury saint osA 

epls t le r , Catherine of Elena, ecaert a beneficial spir i tual 

effect upon her con* saporsriesf This la the pivotal questl©n 

about which revolves th© problem of the thesis t i t l e d , ^ha 

Influence of the Spiritual JtolsUe*. of at . tetherla© of Ulsaa* 

A solution of the thesis problem has present eg an upasual 

task, for th© following reasonst 

1) Although ffiaigy American and O&s&disa l ibrar ies own at least 

one or two ^aslish-langaage editions of roasatl© blegrsgMes of 

Catherine, very l i t t l e scholarly l i t e ra ture in Ste&lish i s to be 

found anywhere dealing with the general spir i tual laflaease of 

the Sienes© ssins on her ©im sM subsequent egea. 

11) less than ens-fifth of Catherine*© l a t t s r s addressed to 

her sonteapor&ries have been translated into English, 

111) Only three of a fees original fuseaa and Latin waarks 

writ ten by Catherine's disciples l a praise of her spir i tual labours 

sppmar i a Saglisn. 

iv ) Xt has b#@a ueoessssry to sentaot I ta l ian, lagllsh sad toericaa 

pr ivate , public sad university I Ibr&srl <*.,-?, as tiell as TOaastsri©a, 

convents «sd publishing houses, l a on effort to Xocjifc© pertinent 

Suscan and X>stln «5̂ EK?WS6̂ @̂ :iA date. 

vS .tt ha.® also been aeeesssry to ta rn aost of the©© foreign-

tongue docsaaOT&s wwd data into l ^ l i e h * 
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Colas t© the owe of the probloa has, therefore, autfesslttiled, 

in the main, a tw-pr©ng©& sgpslse, asaaely, th® r©sidwlaf iofe© 

SSaglish of seventy-seven Tomm and let in epistles of tetania© aad 

her disciples, and of other forelgn-toagtt© asrltlngs - the aost fcopsitant 

najsjuMarlpt copies of which repos© in the national and aunlolpal l i ­

braries of Siena, ilorone©, item aad Ceabriage « , end th© seearehia§ 

thereinto for real :aA reasonably tas^bl© ts&mmte® of the Slew©©© 

epistleF's spiritual influence on Civ© representative ©ontemporariess 

Saalerl Pagliaresl (d* 140&), Stefan© Jfeoaat (d* 149*), Wllliaa l le te 

(d. circa 132) , gaiiaoad© da Gapua (d. 1399), and fonaas© Caffarlni 

<d* 1434). 

Xn Chapter X is explained the fact that a siaftlsr treataent of 

Catherine's religious Influence has never before been ettoapted la the 

past, sad that © problem involving her epistolary spiritual iafluoae© 

on her contemporaries has never before been both proposed aad assayed* 

Chapter II centers upon PsgUaresl, a poet and a Iteate soholar. 

Xt i s the sweet goodness ef Oofi and the saint 's twelve letters which 

finally raise the poet-seholar*s dejected and despairing soul, froa 

a state of lapei'feet love, to that of perfect lov© of th© Creator* 

But how does C^herl» help P&gli&rssi aodlfy his aade of living? 

By te&oMng him to fix his alnd, heart and soul apoa the &^rea© Being* 

She habituation «f this act ultimately h«lps hia free hiaself froa a l l 

unworthy acts, thus permitting hia t© advance froa ©a© virtu© to another* 

ge became© en W£r*&m mvk la fulfilla©^ of Catherine's dfe©di®me. 

^a^li©reai»s J M fertMff M Ifefc « 4 totd® ad Baaore, OT® a tribal© to 

her loving psrse»l i ty ©ad on expression of gratitude for th© aamnw 

in which she changes his way ©f l i fe . 
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B»e oonvers&ra ef Kneoni, noblenaa uaA writer, i s treated la 

Chapter 111* Ssftravapoatly sttsohefi to hi* fsally, a*s evaninally 

severs the beads that hold hia fast to his ho**, clspsroees self and 

every aunfiaae twm of joy, end. bows to th© ©all of th© Hnly %irlt* 

lowever, i t Is Catherine9© twelve epistles on th® school of the 

loly Cfeost aad ©a active Slvta® love, which help Maosni apprt&ist* 

the ©saberaat l i fe of gren* and the richness of p^^rnatural life* mm 

prepares hia for the aomstifi l i fe , but It i s the Bsly Spirit that 

guides hia into the Qerthnaian order* gb*. Joist*!*, pomd ateahaal 

i s a testimony of H©o©ai»s indebtedness to the messed Virgin Hary and 

St. Catherine for their spiritual assistsjaae* 

Catherine's series of letters written to Mete, en Augustinian 

author, are probed into aad discussed in 3aspt«r Xt, Because Slot© 

has unwittingly been critical of son© of hia fellea-heraits, he 

receives enlightening epistolary counsel froa Catherine's pen* I t s 

essence i s , that Joaowle&ge ©f oneself leads to © wider education « 

the education ef ©ther&f m& that I t i s only when ©a$ has thoroughly 

understood the frail t ies of ©a©s©if, that oa© eea afford to be 

char i t able towards others. 

Hete humbly aecepts the saint's spiritual advice contained in 

her aesssges. Ms appreciation of totheria©1© spiritual halp is freely 

a&aitted ia two of his literary works, aaaely, jSareo ,1a, reverently 

a*, Mtoriwm flt M&k **A flryert^tiro 38s Mimbsm* 
lad® aasnw la vfaieh (tether In*'s $w@il«ei epistolary ©wwisa help 

prepare her last confessor, Ifepte, for th* rdle of effentiv* herald «f 

Ghrlstiaa purity and chsaplon gainst the rising tide of Oodlssa us©-

P^^anisa, i s treated at length ia Chapter ?• 
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la his Legend*. Msier. Qmffm th© fkniatom clearly ladleate© 

his gratitude to the ttlm&m ©pistler for her aid in leading him 

v$> the ladder of spiritual perfection. 

Hew th© virgin ©f IJuse&ay favoresbly luspresstes Gaffsrlal with 

her l o t t o s on the true meaning of ooasscratlon of doty, i s related 

in Chapter TU 

Althou#i he i s a tatotoas writer m& a meter of theolit^y, he 

Is always hustbl© m& obedient* He i t i s who, after 13B0, initiates 

the movement that aUteinates la Oatberl&e*® sioieisJUatSoa, Ssfferiai's 

half-eentury devotion to 0*theria© ©n& his hs®l©grg$hl© studies, ^ufaleaeat^si 

and logenda p^ner. rashly testify to th© saint's spiritual laftos&e© ©a 

hia. 

Th&r® sr® at least four w^or ooncluslons and reeowtendatioas 

whish say be sad© as a result ef this study of Q8*h*rtM*s s j i r i tas l 

letters* SSbey sassy be given in this ordert 

i ) e&therla© tews that she Is not an ©spirt theologian, Sherefere, 

she dares not Seal with delieate t&*sX®|&eal <peetleafu Hera 1© but a 

sia$l* teaching, ishfeh i s jpwaen** i a lev© of dofl md her fellow-beings* 

11) Sue credit suet be «lvm to Qatheriae's epistles for bringing 

about beneficial ©jdrltual shatcss in the lives of her o©atffl%orarle*. 

Yet, the fact remains that the Sight of gsreea play© th© ke& rsl® la 

their spiritual transfofwtloa, 

i l l ) Catherine's eritlnc* sicst be profitably ©xas&aed by 

scholars, some day, for the exfc ©at t© which her o©at©ip©riWi®s ©jsert thttar 

influence on th© niJSM ©f ttenn. 
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iv) She Catherine of convex* lon&i biographies, which gaits 

often contain © R&xfcure of fact und fiction, cannot b® raooneliea' 

with the Catherine of ha.- le t ters , la which her hunan side is saor© 

clearly reflected. Xndesid, her own epistles, though single and 

eandld, may be looked upon as the most trustworthy materials frosa 

which a true-to-llf e word portrait of Ostherin© Eiay be eonstnaeted. 



BXBI£0G&A7Br 

Atta* t. s,, i£Aml9. MU.imJ^M^m^m^ 
da Siena* ffcwsa* Oass 86itrlc© R. Carabba S./A, l M i f 367 pages. 

A leera©d discussion of Catherine'as doctrine of 
spir i tual elevation as grounded In peace of H&nd nnd heart, 
and love of Sod and noiiihbor. Part icularly helpful ar* 
Pert f i l l , which i s given to an Interpretation of the Silenes® 
ep l s t l a r '* |^al.©ftQ. aad far t XX, which contain©, ia I tal ian, 
the Bull of Pope Plus XI for her canonisation* 

Bishop, W., (Sd.), John P i t s ' *Es Hlustrlbua ingli&® ©©irlptoribu® 
in EelationuB hisfeoricarum de rebus angllgla* Paris i is* «pud 
Belinua fhierry, & Sebastianun Oremisy, 1619, fmm Prtaus, 990 pages* 

the f i r s t velar*© of an unfinished doaunemtiary historical 
survey of the Catholic Osuroh in Saglaad and the outstanding 
contributors to her growth* Of special value i s & portion of 
the second sad principal par t , as i t &ivas a biographic"! sketch 
of the i&aglo-Xtalisa ittguatiaiaa. h e n i t , wililssi Ha te , 

Bit s i l l , &., Santa Qaft erlfla to fflenai let;fcer*.6c*lte. 
Bo»a» 0, B* PsrstviR & 0*, 1945, 1VX-2DB' page*, 

A scholarly analysis of twsnty-feur sutobio$ra|Maal, 
*tysties.lf exhortative, and diplomatic lett-wre written by 
Catherine* Of th i s eeleoticn, en© Capua and two Haoeni l i t e r s 
are touched upon by Signer Mte l l l ^ 

S o r d i n i , %.» st el*. JteljtMtugllt^ Ajstsrlnjanst* firsmes 
l ib re r la SfcUtrlae Jloraatiaa, 1947, 158 pages. 

^a sraethor It st ive agpsposla© approach by sloven Catherine 
authors to an interpret at ion of the Sienes© sa in t ' s sp i r i tua l i ty . 
A useful voluja* for a clear understanding of Oathsrlne'1 s 
f igurative spi r i tual language. 

Cartier, 1. (JSd.), l i f e of SB. Catherine of Maaa bv 
Blessed Boyaond of Capua, Her Ctonfeesor. $r# froa the ftreueh by 
the ladles ef the Sacred Heart. Sew Tasks ? . J . Eenecfy ^ Sens, 
n*d. (I860?),, X-4&? pe£«s, 

A rare £ ^ l l s h translation of Cart ler 's 18&8 Ireaoh 
rendition of leimond©'© Legends ft^ey. or f i r s t biography of 
Catherine, Systematically end logically divided into three 
p*rt» and twenty-four brief ehapters, th© fertler edit ion 
presents very msh the original order &ad sliapi© and poetic 
r e c i t a l ef Catherine's l i f e , A perusal of t h i s book i s 
necessary for a good uaderet ending ef the s p i i i t u a relet ions 
between the ssint end Capua, (joA of th© le t t e r s ©xohs;n*e$ b#wesa 
then. 
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i M o a e 
d i 3&was©nda, Is* — •.—— -«. •̂̂ „,.»,t,.„M>l.i ., <«•• • , • 

Sather dl Itevasenda'e aedera Italian rendition of the 
3*ae©aa ^Book'1 ©trusted by Cetheria® to Capua bef©r@ her death. 
Correctly Interpretive of th® Rustical soae® and value of th® 

this vola»e wakes eessntiel reading for a clear JrWffiWwBiOT 
Lon ©f Catherine's epistles on th© possibility-of the union «f 

the soul with @©d in love* 

2 vols. London; lonfmans. Oreea & Co., l i lB. 
best biographies ©f the Sienes© saint to 

appear la the Sagllsh language. ISh© edition of Ivlfi, which 
has been consulted by the thesis-writer, has advantages over 
a l l other Erea© editions, beams©, th reap the Madness of 
Dr. 3. 0, (iardaer, e amber of errors in Italian history aad 
chronology, sad in the t r assist Ion of several Catherine 
epistles, heve Mm corrected in i t . Of special interest i s 
Crane's mulish rendition of the saint 's testis© ©a 
Perfect ion, which records a spiritual conversation between the 
soul and the Heavenly lather upon the complete subaission of self 
aad the perfect fulfilling of Ood's will* 

Vastier, B*» "Gathertaiana® la zssnww. ̂ &% ** 
A careful Brasao-Itailaa scholar'© editing of Catherine 

sanuserlpts in the Sibilate©® fe&ioaaie dl H r e a e , the 3lbllo-
tses* LandRtt ©f Slreag®, the Mblleteea Siccardian©. dl Hrease, 
and the Biblloteca di Siea&. She Fawtler publication Is isa-
portaufe because I t contains three of tflllian Tlete's literary 
g*ss, nsnelj, ^ffiss, |a„ mmMtm St 
fr*„ WM*M *> y p f a ^ 4 l ^ g l l % , g C^er,inf hafcfts, fa e*m,frflfa,jMe1 
f j , ^ ^ M M , M f g t „ f e t e ^ g . . . . % 

ferrett i , I* ( « . ) , M l f t f t , fisnts, M * r ^ , 
Sleaas f i i S vols* fipografia £, feterlaa, 1018-

®*e weH-doaaatenti^ llve-^roluisae work ©f a theological 
writer. Kaasigeor Jfarrettl's edition of Catherine's letter© Is 
especially valuable UT i t s clarifying footnotes appended to those 
Catherine epistles containing quotations tvm Aqp&ma sad ether 
ssc-spdotel lissda&rles of the Starch, 

Ifine, 3. 0KU), 
ferine* Union© 

A classical sr i ter ©n& m nvid resder of Oatheriaist 
T**xa**e*s works, %&®mt rlne exanlnes tw*ntp-*3aht Otfthsrln* 
le t ters for Bantmn Influences. »v© of th© &©¥©*$©« Cepon 
let ters are treated la this book. 

,*i&AJttftH5i?%& psges* 
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A new Latin edition of fmm\m Oaffarini'© /jjfflfflte WW-
based on ttt . *£, XS, IX, «&ieh was discovered by Sdltor Srancasehlai 
i n the Blblleteoa Sfosiosal© Braidoaw di Milan©, fhe nanuscrlpt 
had originally reposed ia the Certosa of Pnvia* Ooe^eneable for 
i t s enlightening emendations. 

Sardaer, x. a . , fll. Catherine,,of, iSfrems , / , .ftnflr to-
the BeHgion. l i t e ra tu re and m*fory of fth© ffourteeiijth Centwy 

A documentary work that contains edited copies of 
Catherine nanuacripts which had im^ecnntsbly been aegleetad 
\>y1l or had escaped th© notice of, a l l th© sa in t ' s biographers 
and edi tors . I t throws li#M "upon several aspects of Catherine's 
personality, casd helps the CMherine student t© earreage more 
accurately the chronological order of her l e t t e r s cad th© 
events In her epistolary career to which they refer* 

(Hgll, 8. (m.)» X.»Qg*r* della tfersfictt Terete*..a.. 
Catering rig Siena, © vole. iSlsnas OSSS S&itrie© Bonetti, 1TO9-
l?S4. 

An authoritatively revised and annotated five-voles.?® 
Gatherlni©a work containing Canonic© S* F e e d ' s Xtsll&n version 
of Capua's l a t i n biography of the Sienes© virgin, the Pities©. 
an I t a l i an translation of Cnfftrial 's le t l a aappl̂ enentUBi. and 
373 Catherine l e t t e r s . Jtatremely helpful OP© Oigll 's ©rudlt© 
prologues sfcieh tr© prefixed to his fiv© valunes. 

Slgl i , <*•• XBftnfcteto SktStifakPto A Steam* aell ' lsoi© 
Hllpplne-Iucce, 1760, SXX?««48S pages* 

£ Cnthtaria© Isa&coa. ./Ji iB^ortant guilds l a propisrly 
rendering Catherine's fourteenth-century foaean l e t t e r s 1st© 
modern I ta l ian . 

a ro t tcae l l l , *. (SO*), topferanere,„M,,fti Catsrtoe, 
da Siena e letter© .del suol dissaaepTBolegnai Prmm fleet an* 
Bcneeneli, 1868, JDC&-8S8 pa&es. 

Xn th i s work, the l i t e r s of Catherine's disciples are 
for the f i r s t time publishs*& ia book form* Slhey fr« vary valuable 
because they adnlt the Catherine student, as i t were, into th© 
private c i rc le of the ©ftlnt's *f«*3tî Lia spiritual*** 

%mr&&* H.-& (M. ) , lUftfflPf«*«, O^wUgyfl, ©on, t M » e n » l 
snl Quito o l a C@nonig.gaslQae, dl a, ( p e r l * * to Sj>enaPi Hllano. 
f r s t s l l l Bee©*, 19*3, CXY-6B8 pc^es. 

fMaanks t© the indefrttlgssbl© labours of Jfcther Leurent, 
the fa»oue Process of Tenic©, or Freeoss of O.t.t'.Ho, i s for th© 
f i r s t t i ne presented in i t s entirety. Tiheress th© welj-faaawa Processus 
of 34 Ksvtene and IT. Xturand, published in Furls £a 1739, contain* 
th© depositions of seven witnesses only, th© leiureat ©dltloa contains 
a l l of the twenty-four aepoeitlons of t &©*•<* persons who were sited 
t© appear before fmxmme® B«b©, S£?ia©Qpus festelleaslgj, i # M i l , t o 
give tes t taoay caent the aolis»®s of tat* s t i n t ' s l i f e m*a th© puri ty of 
her doctrines. She work 1® important for two r©asoi»« f i r s t . I t i s 
based ©a the original jaaausoript preserved i a the Ss-nUler. di 3, &»©ale© 
i a ®tenas s*©oadS$ i t centals® th© aotcriesd t@sfete®nl©s sad the written 
praises of her disciples, Maaeni, Caffarial, fe^sus, m«te and Pagliaresi . 



BxmxoauAi ;tr 

*••• *• (Tr-)- *a OT^MS^ '•-*•—•• New Torki laaptaa©, Qre©» 
A biography based ©n a study of original doow«ts. 

Appended thereto, in Latin, is th© historically leporttsnt 
Fart JX« '^raot IV, ©f Somas© Caff d i a l ' s **n»l.s»*nv*M. 
Xt Is a reprint frost th© fourteenth century KS.3.1, 8, whteh i s 
oonserved in the Bibliotoea Cteuaal© dl Siena. 

MMiat te l l l , 1?. (JMU), IfB ftefrter© dl 8. Cater too to 81s*a* 
6 vols, Firsasei Oasa Mltrlce ftorsooeo, d$3®* 

ms latest ©outlet© critical ©dltlon of th© $lem©s© 
epistler 's let ters , prepared by the late oeenpss* of the Chair 
©f Catherln© Studies in the \Mvorsity ©f Siena. Prof. Ml*sUftt*lli 
has included numerous corrective annotations. Essential reading 
materials for Catherine researchers, insssaaah as this work ©on* alas 
st le&st seventeen newly-discovered epistle© dlspatchofi by th© saint 
of fase&ny. 

puccetti, A., a, flwfrf, mrttmM-fofcto MydULSs1 ®b*m* 
Sirens© J Libreria Florentine, 1944, 38 pafes. 

A rxaainleaa*© eemevntary ©a authoritative groap dis­
cussions held la the Catherine Hall at the University of Siena 
during th© winter session ef 1948-1943, A nm U 0 * is shed 
oa the Sienes© ssystlo's views oa th© universal spiritual brother^ 
hood of &b@n* 

Seudder, V. P. (Tr. & M , ) , ^ , WPmfam fflf ffl| 
in Her le t ters . Sew fork* 2* p. Sat ton & Co*, 1896, WMS pqges. 

A serious atteept by ^Eeriau'a bsst teem Catherine 
investigator to «0H9aia© the meay-sided nature of the Sienes© 
saint as reflected in \- selected aad translated group of 
seventy let ters . Jlthousfo Prof, ^audder toe used priaoipsilly 
th© older (17C7) £lgli epistolary edition, she has nevertheless 
bees able to gather together sufflolsnt dcwuaes&ary data to 
reconstruct brief sketches of th© lives of the nore active severs 
of the saint 's "olreeio** 

faatueel, A» A., <2r. & Id), Buaâ sBteat, 

M,]tefjl£l:flww«pl^c^ fr**fr*iae,« &»<»* % M* 
XW-280 pages. 

father ^antuecl's Xt alien rendition of Caffsrlni's 
Latin atamleaeatyfu which ia sometimes regarded as the "life® 
with the greatest fund of ordinal f*etures that w® possess 
©f the Slenese eplstler. A rellnbl© ©dltioa, for faatuocl 
has consult eft m original eod«K, sanely, M$.?.l£, which reposes 
in the Bibllotesa Qcmmxml<si di &©»&• 
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% ff1^ S*MSE» »posrafio del aejsnto, 1940, ar ia* stolon*, 
CSX-36S pages, 

A judicious tweatiefeh-eeateury attempt to modernise th© 
400 t e s t s of Catherine'© despatches and to iA'ruag© than in a nee 
©hronolo^lcel order based up@» compare* Ively recent findings. 
Bepiete with l i^ t - sheddla f ©raeadcMoas. Only eighty-el^** l e t t e r s , 
t reated l a the f i rs t of ».. planned serie© of volumes, h r i* thus for 
beea put into tnodern I ta l ian. 

!SomaBm9 1. <Jsa*)t U Lett ©re dl S. Qaterlas to Siena. 
4 vols , Mronsei Q, Barberry 1B607~^M** ,"^ ' ' ,^™^'^^^^^" '^^ 

*^-» A " t t ^ ly modernised ©ditto of the Qigii ©©llsetlea of $?3 
epis t les of th© virgin ©f «S?ua©aay, <&.%* useful nr* SS^uar <**a*Ms***« 
eanot&tloas aad revised chroaolo^y. 


