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Por the inepivatiomul germ from vhich hus wolved the oriszinod
dreft wnd finol structure of this project, tho thosls-urita 0/e6
his indcbtedness $o the lote I, Blmund G, Gordnests thoughd

He ie likewipe indebted to Profescor Tide D. Scudder, of

tellesley Gollege, “ellesley, Muss., from whom he hoe had ths
plessure of recsiving sdvice «nid excouvrsgenant, as well as twe
of her own books on and nboub the saint of Slens,

HuxB, ho owes sincare and grrdeful thorks to Professor Idlliec
DelllBra, of the Seminario Arcivescovile, Sfons, Ibaly, not only
forfaportsnt Cobherine difa ond his oum work on the Sionese
mystie, bub zlse for fI Recime Cyiebi-ro in Sonbo ¢

The Sthesis-writar®s hourtfelt aprrepistion &5 dus Nother

Hoss Imelda, G.P., Prioress of the Qoovent of Our Ledy of Angels,

gtokemtn-Trent, Englond, for sendine lim the rore 1915 sdition of
Hother Theodosio Nrinets excellendly writton twoevolume worl,




comboins She curefully wrousht historicnd, chromplogicol ond
tronslotion.l revisions of Py, Sdwnd G, Cordnoz,

Re hae furthor to Shonk sinoewely the Libreric Hdlbrice
Plovemting, Forense, Itoly, for lecating - dozen volusble
books for him, parbiculorly Merchone idere Misol:stelli's
0 He Frubosschind®s Bancbog

My, = He Lewrente I3 Procece

Susbellonos, and ducenio Mupré Théselder's fpistolard
vithout vhdch rublicotions the thesisewriter

doubte thod he would hove boon eblo $o rwke much hendwey in the
polubicn of his thesis vroblem,

He is grebaful, too, %o the folloving librixries, Jhich hove
furpished him with either partinerd books or euoerdicl iuformotions
the Biblicteon Spostolicn Vobleonn, Tiblcan Qibyg the Librory of
Congresc, Losbington, D. 0.3 the Librrry of the University of
Gnliformd:, Loe Angelos, Golifornlsog the Cenercl Idbyory of the
Undvorsity of Miehlgen, Aon Agbor, Mich.i $he Yule Univerciby
Librory, Few lloven, Gomm.; the Sionc HMelghte Colleme Idbyoary,
Adrdon, Mieh,; the B, Cnbherine of Slem: Gollore Iibrary, Solmd
Cokborine, ¥7.: $he Devw Tork Qity Jublic Lidbeory: cod the
Duffulo Mublic Idbrory, the Gutholic idbrory, ond the Grosvonow
1ibrory, 211 of Buffsle, i Ts



Finzlly, but zbove all, he oves his hewrtfellt gr-titude
to the Rev, MO R.-Eo ﬂhwml]., Qop‘i. Ioo Vico=-Doun of the
Univorsity of Qtawals Faculty of Arte, for personcl wmugpestion,

candid advice, «nd comstructive criticism éuring the witing of
this thesais,
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The Shosis~writer, vhe wos born in Pittsburgh, Yol
on Yoy 19, 1908, completed his undergraduste studies in the
Rut ension Department of Conisins Gollege, Buffale, X, Y., in
1940, racuiving the degres of Bachelor of Golence, In the
some year, he undertock advenced courses ia the Oraducte
School of Conisius College, teorminoting them =and regeiving
hisn Hastoxuafomg mw !.n 1943 m M&M ai' Ms thmim

“ meﬂﬁwnm ot ﬁmmw wﬁ wm the
Extension Department of Historical HMuwdies st the University of
Obtawa, Cbtawa, Geneda,
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Thot Cothevine of Siay wus o Iordndcon Terblory md o
Seint of the 14ddic Agen Ls common imovledge vav « lurpe
mmber of CGutbolics ond non=Qutholicsg tub thed she ues o
voluninous epistler of the Pouwrtoamth Cenbuxry, whe anmployoed
ot omce bhe sewvicos of esoverr) secreborien :ii) nessencary ond
who could dict-te inspirins eriritu.l lebiors %0 three ngeliol 2o
similtanecusly, is o fact not widely kmoun,

S%. Cothewine's gpistles vors dispatighed $o individusls of
every strefun of soociety, “hich represerted vericus «nd ddverse
tan@omants! %0 poverful stobosmen cnd distinguiched clarice;
$0 shrewd merchonds ond bhoughty moblanen; to lenvned doctors of
law 2nd medicine; 6o bold condottierd smd plowe momke; %o clmple-
ninded comon men ond vonen apd to hordensd crininmole iun prison,
indeed, her letturs present before cur gyes o voribeblo p nv? Do
of the Fourbeanth Cemtury,

The Sioness Seint flourished in on e noted for ito cingular-
1y opposite chorscters wnd inbovosts, I wos wh oro which v.o
goon to herzld the sdverd of the "miversal Mom® as well -3 the
poo-Pegen ond Chrietisn Mumopiste. Althoeugh Cuthorine woe bomm
of jmmble pererboge in 1347 aml dded thirty-thvse yerys irbor, sho
gbonds cub, nevertheless, 28 o highly distinetive parsenclity whogse
only imborest wos $0 tesch love of fod cpd mup cnd £0 corbot voloibe
leesly the Devil ond oll bis fxfern.l verks,
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%, Frcocis-lile in sodrit nd wnoffoctur dn hor writing,
Catherine yeb reveqls o wniquely molded npbure of wrmsuol dnbercsd
epd 2 Mgh «nd noblo mind that io urdetckebly roflucbed in the
very religious eplstles which she addresved ¢o her conteampornrics,

It ie these spiritusl messcges end the keun inmtcllect that dictubed
then which hove left on indelible impyession upon the minds of
hagiographers and scholaers down through the sgee.

The single aim of this thesle ip, thercfore, to exumine Lo
the azbent of the influenge of 9B, Cobherine of Slema’s spiritual
enistles on hor combemporavies. ‘thile very little has bosn writtsn
pracisely on the influence of the Salmd’e relipious letbors, the
writer 18, neverthsless, inddbbed primarily to v, ibdmund Gerratt
Gardner’s enlightening end well documented bockl, mob only for direct-
ing bhig sttamtion to the existonne of an i ercsting Cobhorinion
problem, but alse for vrompting him to colleot mabericls for his
theeis,

It &s in the prefoce %o his work on Cebherine, that Iy, Gurdner
poimbs out thet the "real substance of vhot ohe[Cetherine]hed to c gt ©
in many of her epistlos "abill remnined umpublished®,® ohiefly beonuse
of the 2508 that & mumber of her lotters had not, wp $0 his Sime,
beon unearthed, MHs procesds to confide to the render Shod ancpures

eisble omowdt of work 1s febill to be done by whoso would rectore the

1 B, Ge Gardner,
2 Zoid., pe. AV,
3 Ibid.

. i "jj" ?’_I* E.Y.a m‘b@n@ 1%70



THRCTUSN IS GBS TR el wedi 11

true nnd oomplsate corveapondwoe of the Sernphle Tipein, *
T¢ is, bhen, bLlwvu obheerw biom by Gardnur, bosether with
the romark, aanely, thot bhe Swmsse Sulid bl widlded a telling
influence wpor Iboliun suciol condibions of her tlmas, which
ppurred the wriber on to an investigotion of all nvalloble drba
oa Qatherice and her lotters, cnd subsequently prompted hin te
write this dissertsation on tha Jodnbbae sviritunl Lnflecnces on
her contegmporarics,
Zxenined from the chromoloploc) shamdpolind, thwe oricins of
the writerts prdblem muy e 1048 in the Zightenubh Haburyy for
it wes in 1713 thet Girolamo 2igliSmitrocted now attelion Lo,
apd erectnd gronter indorest im, the eplstles of the Slunsss Vinging
after Shey had lodn dormer® for 179 yeoras,
A% or Gizll hod consulied Sohherinets epiables in the collection
prescrved by Inded Do Anpelis &n the Diblicteon of Yieme; znd had
stutied the Fiftesrbh 2nd Sixbecuth QenBury ewkwordly orinbed
eivtles of the Sedmd olrculoted by Fonbemeni,b $he fnonymous
Venetion,? Em-m,g Yoressnn,” and Parrd, Wps relosned hils mome
wensol work, IfUpere ulls Bersfigs Cobexian 4o Sienie
Volumes 11 2nd 111 Bo the bercphic Vierin's epfstlos, o™lch mure

He dewoted

eocompanded by the erudite snnotabions of Fedorige Parlomncchi,

4  Javiner, Gha £iles e BV,

I Ge MAbelld, o upbar ; ‘omad & orovie, 1965, 1, 1111,

6 3 pho Gheberine, Dologno, 1492,

7 ®Seeno delle @@W&M%“ Tatteve 01 Sopebe Qebbhrvima, Veneslo, 1882,
8 N

55

10 1, ¥erri, Lethev: Javabissi~e dells yerslos P, Srihorino de
Siena, Venezia, 1584. LAY SR
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Although 44 mast be odoitbed thet the Gipld oolbions of
1713 (sfens) sod 1771 (Imeca), ap well ss the Tommeges
wdition of mso.u were corefully prouoredl ond priobad, they
4o no%, nevertheless, throw odegunte lighd wyon the trus
value ond fmportance of Cotherinele epiritwnd fanfluunce e
she exerted it on her combamporaries, Hor 4id Annobsbor
Burlemeschi mske it his prirory Susk to exemine mimboly and
evaluste the Cstherinion gplstolary wove of infivence; yet wa
ows hin due ercdit for his exhemstive rososrches indo Pourtecnth
Century Ituliun history,

Towerds the ond of the Hinsteenth Cenftury, Vother /mguste
Drone poblished what wes reguvded as the best English version of
the Sienese Suinb's w«.w Dranets cim is fully sbtobed dn these
worde! %The writer has oimed ob giving the facte of 8. Cethurinels
1ife ae recorded by other biogrpphers, restoring theiyr clwonplogie
ezl order, and st the some timg supplementing them with additionel
motter drown from original sources hitherto either porbiasliy o
sntirely neglected,?® 12

Although Mother Irone wes o foe of suthors who Sended to £111
up the historie ocublines of their morratives with moberinls
vhich were parely imsginstive, she, none the loss, umdstingly

comnitted errore of history, chronology, :md rendition; for the

11 N, Tommoses, Ie Loettore 4L S. dstorin: d: Slen: o 4 vela,
Firenze, 1860,

12 4, Prene, The History of #b, Cotheripe of Hfens emd Hop

Oppeniopg. 7 vola, londont longmong, Green £ Co., 1918,

13 %ﬁéﬁ., ol 19 e ix,
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1915 edition of her work, published =% the bebeet of Iwone

erthusisste, beays this filyleaf notution ploced immedinbely

before the preface; "Through the kindness of Profeceor Sdmmd

Gordner, certoin errovs of Italisn Wetory and Chrenclogy, and

in the translation of St. Catherino®s lebtors, hove been corrected,” 19

Of course, Professer Gerdner is the Ir, Owrdnur vhom the
thesis-writor bas slready mendiomed in the presemt Inbrodustion.

To be sure, it remecined for Gerdner's researches to focus abbendtion
on the faet that Cathevinels epistles do shed o new light wopon

the troublous religicus nnd scelsl conditions of her ars. s
book lays umsusl amphasis upon the Sexraphic Virginte peage-moking
nisciong ond pergomal infiunence in the Itallan imterstate relsticns
of her times,

However, Gordnar is concerned more with Cetherineds influencing
parsonality as such than he is with her epistolary influence, Then,
too, hia "book is o ploture of certain sepeets, religlous ond
politicel, of the fourbeenth cemury in Itely."™® In reslity, the
Gardner publiecztion is o "new life of the woman [Catherine] who
was the finest ond most single-hesrted patrict of her sge," 16

In the preperation of his work, Gordner wes "grestly cdded
by the mammgeripts still preserved of Cstherine's letters, mamseripte

14 Promt flyleaf motetion, in gp, oit., Vol. 1.

15 These are Gardner'es prefetory words. Qu, cib., 1. vii,
16 Xpdd -
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full of wypublished mettor which his hithorte beo umecourbe
ebly neslected, hoving rprorently eccrhed She notleo of oll
bioperevhers pud adibors, ® 17

Annther combemornry scholer who condribubed moch S0 o
bebtor undersbanding snd apyreelation of Ortherine’s wnisblas,
was Professor Vide 1, Seudder, who 4n 1908 rubliched her goyefully

propered bock,

Her book wss received so emthuslastionlly thet sho ouovcecsfully
vud oud threc other editions, 4m 1908, 1911, omd 1BDE,

Professor Scuddeyr, in tronelatine only chbout 70 of the 400
epistles attributed to the Snimtly ristler, originsliy usud thoe
Gizli text, which, though nccurpbe, in so fry o o dnberpretntion
ef the Tuscan vernaculer empleoyed by the Sfensse Virgin ie consurnsd,
is ircomplete,

It io imperdamd to note, too, thrd towdrerls volume is ol
devobed urinci olly to o ovalwbction of the indluence cxerted by
Cntherine's epiritusl eplstles., Fother, ber vork is lvbended ce
g comnoilary on the mind nd nersonnlity of Setherine (6 they cve
roflected in her lebters,

Since Gigli's time, new Gethuwrimdsn episbtolery mobericls
once onitted or suppressed, hove beon inclufed by scholrrs much
a8y Fonfond, ig Mot zo, 18 Fewbicr, D ve Aolesion, A Fino, &2

17 o Gerdner Ope oib., p. vil,

Porings

18 », # Metoo, %ML% baring 8n Sioar,  Suslinrd, 1901,

a0 m’ mma%a‘ﬂ G JErees Ho EASEEUTR TR 8 Prris lg” 16

Yo de Mimo, Sarho Crbovdne dc Blemp,  Terins, 1544,

14
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Petint, 22 Gad.eso, 7% Ditelld, SO mezootsd, O ond Mioedcttolide *7
Tho writer hoe found of tremendous volue She gofstolorio

of Misciottelid, principally bepruso bho Lottoer Lo 4npluded
in bis work the lebtors of Qutheyine'e Tfuithful disciplen
(voglieresi, Toulle Celle, Mooond, Felle Vigne, Cufivrini, cnd
Filete), os well ns o group of oplstlos permed or dictated by
the Salnd and originclly unecythed by Gordsncr ond Mobzo.

For the modern student of Cotherine, writos !iscisbtolld,
the ledtors of the disciples erco Mhe mos® precious documend foy
on understanding of the strogphere in which the simple-heorbed
Sienese Scimt spent hor home 1ifo, confided hor cecret Shoughte,
her feclincs of heppiness, oorrow, cnd hope," *B

clly dmpordont cru She Mdeciobtelll newly edited letters
dict:ted or penned by Gabheringg for thoy ore vibromd with tho very
humen focling of tho Seinb, and present her ae the lever ond soobher
of souls,

Another Twentileth-Conbury inberproder oné edlbor of 5%, Cotherinets

epistles, ie rr. sugenio Dupré-Théscider, Defore strrtins worl om

(4 f, Ge Mineen, feblcore ¢ Hopbo Coboriy
dall’&rlmoamzm. fome, 1947

i AN Hﬂ.mmﬁﬁelu, @g&g%ﬂlgmm io Lotbere ‘
bien e 6% sleuni [mol Mmuyolio Hl volumos, *‘imme, wm,

‘rﬂ M., VG].Q mg po mﬂ
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his ambitious project,
(Boma, 1941), Dr. Théseider hod alrundy writven B0'C Very pro=
vocative cnd penstrating srticles on ¢he Sulubly lebiore S0
Itelicn stet comen, & hs yeb, he o pod camlsted Lds nroposed
large-scale inderprebative tralr, However, the first volume of
hie project, which iz ths only one hs hre tlme f.r phlished,
empodics o fud of Information for the oricie or neodevel Ibrlieng
for 1. 1% he orocents 8 comparciive sbudy of the borbuwl cortentz
of 8& of 3%, Cothorinels lebbers oo edibed by Glgll cud Yemnssit.
Among these lebbers eacmined by Théscidor exe & feu of Sluse
a6dresscd by Gobherine to Musond, Sudforind, Dudie Viene, ¥lebe,
en Pegliaresi,

Mong the other princips) workes which bave boon prefitibly
ubilized in the prepersbion of this thesis end whiel dcuave
speocial meartion, wrv the followingt

i) lawile ﬁm..rw{:. i fpocupct

This velume comprisce a collectlion of testimonies cae. Iebiors

bi Getberinetz followeve, wnd obhess wvho Led cume uncer her
influcnce, RBelng the depositions of the witwesses »ho wirue
edved bo opreny before Trancesco Bale, Castello Dishw, of
VYe&ice, in 1411, in exrder to glve teatluony ruwzerding thae Llemese
Virzin's saxotity ond deotrine, they wers afberverés ured fu the

proceee of Lexr ciaondzublien. Severul of the more importout soubestobions,

79 %, Dupre Théseidor, Lo cronyi i , :
5o Go 1, 1523, pp. 113»1%0 “!}’n ccfﬂiw mw&m
i‘c;n!a; iezulrszrm @1 Ceberin: éo mwu,“ m Lk :
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incluilng those of (aff.yini, Mocond, Dozxtoloneo de Jominied, rid
Felavoltl, are to be found in this book. &m older publicction corfcine
$he depocitions of auvwen wibtnosses only, whoreus Lovverndfo edibion,
which follows very closcly the originel noruscript preswrved in tho
Basilice 81 S, Jomenico ir Slens, somboing Swenbyefour,

i1) B Prooceschind, Gefforind fopmant == g Solloriigo
r (15ono, 18430, Pricr $0 1947 Gefferindds

3, vhich §o sn chrvidgment of dells Vignels blogrophy

of Gotherine, hnd nover boon 1wbliched in i%s ecubireby. Thws,

for the firet ting, Forceschinl hos published on ofition of
Gefferindts so-culled appendiz which coxbelus soverel addibions
which he dlecoverod fo rin oxiedn i codox proscoved 4o tho Liblice
tocr Ihgicnoie Droidense ¢ Mllono. Goffurind wos weoll coqualsbed
with the Sndrd nony yeors before shic beoome hnown $o Delle Yigne:
and the spiritusnl influecncs dhot she ezarted on those merburs of
hor immer cirole, which Dello Vigne loorned from She lins of
obhers, hod ofben been porscanily obsorved Ly hlm, This besk
forus omw of the volumes of Hiud groy of rove Cobherindon works
ohich hos busn published by the Catbedrs Joberdens of the + Tnlvop-
pits di Siense

iii} the m‘lﬂ'ﬁ SARS AL wreEian -~ SYE 0 R v PR T

dera (slen, 1707} Thisc 45 the Itoli-n rerdition

of tho origincd 1ife, comronly orlleld the Legond, tho prep-robion
of which wos wbrasted to Todnondo delle Vigne és Cepun, vhoe hed bewm
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Catheorine®s spiritunl director ond iobim Lo fyiend durdue tuo 1 b

and moed Imporbond perind of ha life, The Lpvend wes vribten

in Zatin by Rolmoadd, wd wm.a fiesd triasl: bod fabe I 1ioa by

the Sedatbs ssovbory, "o deri &1 Landoucio del woglil ~oodle  Lum

in 1707 Gigli, “rofseasr of ™ell. o fabires? ia She Undversil s & Jlena,
undertook the publicetion of J-tharing's 1ife onld conslebe worie,

he erusud a now trensl-bion of the Jewnd 40 be uede by tas Gonouice

Bernnrdive Pesel, The Tibs now fownz the firsd volume of Gigii's

A Sonbr Cotorins, This volums ip weplebe with "uirondo’s
impressions of Ostherins®s eonstoub devetion %o, nnd influcnce
on, her gpiritunl #-=4ly®, of vhich ahs wao the mother nd heeds

An awrlysls of 5t. Cotherinsts edabtles disclorey tiw Jrob
Shet ehe nddrasscd ap voxinstely 400 1 cnsaren X 46 ob le st 6B
persons and govermpenbel spd esclesireticsl bodics, Beozwos of
the extent and wiriedy of hor eorvespondence, it his bLeoon nefussgy
to confire this Shegie to her epiritusl lubtore ooft b the Yreute
maot of the folilorine six Aistinctive Liestorie:l yorsonisres, who
provides sn cdemusde cromg~gections)l rerresent:3icn of ko cors
temporerics uron whem the Seim of Seve arerted 2 tranendovs spiritusl
influence’

1) Honderi di Landoonio dsd Pagliarssi {d, 1408), o
diseinle end a secredary of &b, (otherins, =zn excellont poub, end
author of a rhymed Ssind-lepond and of beuebifal lsuds dn prelse

20 Crtherlse's fuurelauwlred Lebbors i munesripld Jorm .re
te bo found in the {ollowiny Huvonerr cities: Sion e
Lviblicteos Comule (fumieirolo) @i Shenn, !weTe 111, e
Bomo=piblictecn Casanntense, MSS. 20° apd 3450; Lliobece
Vebicono, Cod, Vub, 40b, D883 Dibliobees losiconle 7idtoric
Empmele, ' 5. 107 (M0, b Ponb D). Wirenne-nitlictsen
dazionsle, Vioue Jlablind, EBet(, gle Vilis T .ls 1790 and
1380, cl. KXW, 1bhe 187 and 190, el, WATTLLY, Mu. 130
Biblictosa sdscawrdions, ... L3, L6, 1673, londone
Britich meeomn, Thrlelon, 1, 3480,
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of the virgin of Ll

14) Stafuno ¢4 Corvuvao Mo wnd Lo, 14 Wy, . rhureduas .l
of the varthueion trdur ond hu Lor of fouco,

§114) 24124 » Micte (de clron b)), the Joglish surotinien
nonle who uirectod the cotividies of tho Sloavsy Gubhoriniubs.

iv) Rodmonde delle Vigmo do Uspas (do LW}, 1netcre
Gunertl of the Iopdnic.ns, %, uathorinedn clief opiritusl
directoy, ) aublior of guuetre |
decenty, (R39n).

v) Dorrweo 41 satondo focel nfruvind (4. ML), omo of

the enfih¥e fivet followers ¢ad most loyal ussocintes, who i
raxnuored for hie Lesendsn igor and indef: tipnble lobours to
hove the epistler of Slenn cenonized,

i this Jucturg, the wribtey would lile to indicnte more
speaificclly the linite of, and the two-fold approoch o, his
prodlam, This projeet is noh comcorned with a re-inberpretobion
of the mystionl or csceblical theology of Cotherine's cge, oe
$thig would be tho work of truined theologlona, low doss b
préhand $0 re-gvalucto Cotherine’s marits as o liSercwy writer,
for this would be the tusx of emperd littéroteurs. The problas,
then, deals sololy with o ddscuesion of Ontherinels spivitunl
gpietlen, which, with the groce of Uod, broogid shboud o bonedicinl
chonre 4in the 1lives of coxtnin nmen of her ©inosS.
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fowever, & eolubion of tho thesie problem hnes repdired
the following two-pronged spulsos

Piret, it hus beot necossczy to render imto .Anelish
sevunty-geven Tuscon end labirn epfelles Auepntchwd by Grnbherine
and hey disciples, Ixoepbing for thosc appended to this theois,
these epistolexy reanditions remain in momseript form,

Second, the thesis-writer hos boeun cbliged $0 inepech
the seventy-suwven focuments for ro:l zund rossoncbly ccceptobie
elements of Csthu¥ine religicus influonoe,

This novel trectment, of exenining ond evelucting the
oextent of the Sienvee virgin's epiztolnyy infivense on her
diseirles, hes never before been eimilarly sttempbed,

Inzotmech ag §71 yeors hove elepsed since Cobherdne's
deeth, 4t is not an epsy mabber %o pub one's finger won on
infalitbly tenglble influence, Thurefure, the writer, lheeping
this fect contimizlly in mind, hos tried to cveid felling fxto
the error of intolevard dogmabtienm,

In the chepters which follew, the word “influwmoe® wil)
besy o restricted mesning, Ustherine's epistles will be remorded
es an influcice ouly b0 the exbent thet they cot as en cdiuvend
sgepsy ia helping to modify the weys of living in her cordemoraries,

In Ghapber 11 of this study, which immedictely follows Shis
Introduction, it will be ehoon thob Catherinele epistles helped

tsoch Banieri Peglicresi, o promieing young poed and Trnbieb, %0
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deboch his ayes, mind cud huwl from the love of visible
uufl finite thinge of tho world nnd to cirerd hig (tbolien
to the Twrldn of tho Joviedble one! the Infinula,.

Chupbor 111l eubers on Jtufuno tocond, Sho wolthy bub
lukewarn Clonese (hwiedian. I wie 4, ithorinets lettoce vhich
wore ingbrurmendol in chonging e abbtitude boward Christ ond [s
Chureh, ond, fipolly, in locding binm Lobo o Cowbhusian won.sbery,
where he resigned ond ylelded up %o thoe high pleosurs of God zil
love and offection Por woildly things,

how e ecdnd¥e spirivusl veganges perguaded \Willdon Tiabo,
an smpustinlon heeyrdt, to shobu off the yoke of pride wnd ronder
himeclf & Yrec end hrble Chricticn by refusine o moke hinmgelf
o Judge of othere and by loving his brother hamite, is discusaed
in Chepber 1V,

In Chaptor V, the writcr chowme how $the Tienese virgin's
letters helped move Rodmonde de Gupne, her rosd Lllustrious
confogsor, $0 r full understonding of his dubies 8o Christ, Ris
Grureh ond His vicoy on ecyth, ond holped transforn him imbo a
wvorthy soldier of $he Divine Cepbodn of ocur ealvebion, in ovdew
thet he niskd feorlesaly eosbrt fleshly oin rnd cormupbion,

Chzppor V1 vevolves chboud Tormmaso Onfferini, the Domindoon
frisy to whon Cothorinels spiritucl messages 80 improssively
pointed ouwd the importones of forvert prayer and perfect union
with God, in order t0 be suetoinedl seeinst worldly Sambetions,

thot, aftaer e Asdoe, ho devebed his best efforte %0 the diffusion
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of tho cult snd the toachine of the vircin of Sdenv, ond wen
initisted bhe process of hor beatifioshlon.

The finnd chopber gives » suweyy of the thosls and
ecaclusions dravo fyom o sbwliy of the influence of Gsbhering's
gpiritucl eplotlesn,

in fopendices A, © enfl § which hrwe hein odded Yo thia
thesis, the writer hae inbrsduced - pertinest sroun of 4rrnelchod
paseages vhich appear iz fvporbent Trsesn and Intin domwente
despatched by Gebhering onl Mefeno Maccnl,

I Appendices D umob B hove Beor includef bPlogrophloal shciches
of ¥{llism Flade nnd Relvonde da Copue, which sre sclon fovnd 4n
gonvenbionsl Smericen or Dwelleh works on Cetherdng oy her Cieciples.

Mppendie ¥ ls devobed o an ssbrood bokwn from Fove Fius 11%
2ull for the Oonondention of the SMonees virsine

These salechions, essablel os they rre for o clesy undore
starding of the thesiz 23 » whole, have been regorded an toc lengthy
for inelusion in the body of this projeck,



CHAPTER 11
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Al litersture seubering on 5t. Cotherins of Slen:
mentions the fact thsat the poeition she ocouples in her
own times is cltogether an anmceptionnl cne. She does nob
belong to o religious order; yeb she is nsither 2 seguler
nor & resluse., Sho sppesrs before us surroundsd by o srovp
of devoted followers who wre abtoched %0 her by no other tics
than those of personal sffection, /mong thess disciples «xo
individnal s of every veriety of ape, stotion ond charascter,

Active in Cotherinets gpiritusl cirele are Stefomo Maconi,
%illiam Flete, Bodmondo da Copua, Tommose Caffardni, and Banderd
Pegliaresi, Vith all these otherworldly persons, who are the
contemporaries of the worldly Boccasclo, Deccadelli, Volla, Pegmic,
and Bocchebdl, the saint corries omn o correspondencs, All of
them foel free to ask for her spiritusl sdvice, and to ench end every
one of ther she fecla obliged to give counsel :ocording to the
sincere dictates of her mind ~pd hesrt.

ghe 4¢ not formully schooled in the fundimenbols of divinidys
thearefore, she does not thin herpeolf quolified to answer Sechniosi
theologicnl questicus, However, from tims to time ohe 4is brouwghd
face to fzce with distuwrbing epliritusl probleme vhieh, with tho
aseistonce of Almighdy God, she hondles toctfully cnd carefully.

hopopg the more Lnwolved epiritucl ccses which come %o the
chtention of Dotherine, in thot of Towdaerl Pagliavesi, or just



BAUTERL JA0LIAMaLTE & 0T BV0 Juacdag o 2dd 7 e

Pisrdf®, s ho 4o often oirlled, sm ovdus sdudent of Tau

and regdrores and o gifted veredfior who belonms to the provd
group of dawning “esaissonse writurs, ho Lo well o.puldinod,
ofnoctionnlly, to follow tho Slanesc myeticts wuow lly phreood,
though besubiful, thoushbe ond ronid ddobation, vhon ko besomes
her seeretary in 1370,

The woy in whick Paglinvosi comos to meet Gobhorine ond ths
nomner 4n whioh the ssind s epiritual epictles influneuce bim,
poretisute, no doubb, tho mest inbereching rmd axeitins eisocdos
of the voetically inclived secretoryls 1life,

It appenrs Shot thwough hic romaeindonco with o growm of
Univereity of Siens students, Tro Burbolomso 41 lomenieo, tho
spinkle seuond confessor, forms o friendship with leglisresi,
who hags for some little time beon enioyinge considersbie £mo ng
e moker of verses, Heri, wvho Lelonge $o ono of the lesser noble
femilies of Sione, begine %o consult Fra Borbolomeo aboud his
gpiritusl cifficulties, which are, indewd, wite com lex. %he
yourg poot heg, perhops, boun disburbed chout some wyplensond
expeoriences of Ybe joeb. M oy rebe, he iz icrolensive, morose
erd dejected, The world disgusts hin, bub rolirion dowew nod drew
hin with enfficient impetus to eever hin from Wt Lo debeste,
Probebly 4t is bie pogtie faculby which megrdfice hic ranlexitios.
Be sgamg to sew everybhidng with blurred edges, Thare is ro
guestion of the faet thet tho troubled und hyporesonsitive lerd

iz vouh %o malre Pra Darbolomen eish,
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A lope luesb, Fro Dowbolonuwo persucdes roglicorosd
to eppromch the Sicnose vircim, cssuving hinm thet she will
be able b0 explodn overybhing o hime Nelng on avdodoorod,
Neri dc corefd 60 do the corroot dhinp. I adfresses o formol,
bud rother nolive, lebtor to the rnystic, in vhich ho osls to bo

reccived in the cirels of bor cogmelrbonces, e recaives the

folloving reply from the Mimms Spiritusle® 1

You nglz ne to cdoph you ns o son, ond although
1 a0 bat on unvorthy, wiserusle, and vrotched
sinner, I huve nlrecdy adopbed yon, wnd huve done
a0 with affectioncbe love, I bove alsc sledned
myself forevor, in the eirld of Cod, to cnower fov
yoa to Bim for oll the sing which you hwve committed
or micht ocorit, Bowever, I proy youo $o fulfill ny
desire; thot is, thut you counfess yourself with (hrist
Crucified, by entirely swvering yoursslf from rundene
conversubion, as in no other manneg? could we hawe $his
gorformity with the Son of Cod, Clothe yoursel? vith
Chrich Crooified; Jor He ie Shat wedding goment thob
will give you grose here, mnd, aftor your ecybhly denth,
will place you ab the bangued of dornsd 11fe,

T beging the firgd of ob leonat o dozen Srue nenee of
acul mossnges, 2 vhich evertuoliy moke o deon ond locting dmproscion

on Nexi. ©f theso twelvo mpiritucnl despotches, only Shreu cre
foundl 40 be in mglisk trunslubion waen tho thesie-uritor underd i o

2 P, Misciabbelil listo them oo followss Iettore Viii.
X111, X, V1, RCLA, OV, CLXGVINL, oLGKKVL, GAG1Y, (idd,
CCa Will, uCLX¥y JCLIGXl. Those memsaces ore distribubed
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to render the remcinine niue into the knplieh Longuo, é

Wwow, for the Livat $ime, oo ¢ rerudd ca thu twelve
renditions, the compleio voul plebwe of Hurl - the neoet oo
Fumondet o8 well us the (hrisbimm Thoronmist - comer fubo viow,
Hexrd the Post, vhoss coul Lo sdlll wbnevged n troulilovs wolbors,
&0 3018 An elesy turmm to follow the prth oone trod, Lor inntance,
by M. Pranel: end Ot, Tondndc., Tes, he is advised to follow the
esurple of Christ Himself, hel 4, to Alvest himsslf of =11
woridly pessessions, resisn himeuif complotely from this vorld
and sosolz $hie nad, e is virbuelly compatad, In Pins, %o drown
kimpelf in $he Sacred Xlood of Ma "o 418 on Mound Calvary for
thoe sing of man,

Baesuse of Cnbherinets indly bud o udid riviag, lwrd thinks
Bo ousht 40 330 hev, Has is convinced ¢hrt sho is no mere vomon,
He even suspects tha% she knows thet he has an 23)irze soul. Realising,
then, thot his soul &g spiritunl, be bolisves $hot 4% ougid to hove
somebhing epirituel iike $%gelf; ond, of covvse, only (uSherine,
he koeps vepeating to himself, cep well give bie soul the nocessary
nourishment, %0 her, therefors, he govs inowdi:Lolye

& ‘'Theww nine lebters, pemmed in the Tuscra lonmunes, o o T
in 2 doclubbelll, ope 0ib., und sre onsigned the
folloving mrberst Whil, XV, TCLR, VY, OLX vi, Gx011,
’»}ﬂJC’Wlll, GW@L@ ﬁ: ;IJ’U-L “1.
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Peglicrueids fired visit with the splritnonl wmetlhur Lo o
sordicl one bub buefore 4% is over, Onbharino lvous hin csddo
end ashs him Lf he cap, in the nenr Halure, ood ww her ceerebolVe
Incamuch e the holy ooisbler hwe not us yob leovsed $o recd or
write, she froxkly, thoush sodly, =d0its hor finsbillty %o WMM&&@
the quill. The youns pooct, who 4o wond %o plesse, evinoes vieible
joy ab the prospect of helpins Csbherine. %o beo nsked o servics
fron o friend hes olweye been o Slecgare thad has pelioved the
nelangholy smw‘ of hie ouwn uselessngus, which bnp for army yeors
hoveossed him, DBud $hikd how mueh nore vhon the reouest fs mode
by the Siemcse s.ivhd

Reri 1s zoon sesn ab Cebhorine's slde writinge eoistlos et her
dictotion, One morning, ofbor he hes written ¢ series of mizsives
for thoe Slenese myetie, the lobter Sharis hinm cordislly for his
ind cssisbanse; vherauwpon the pood-geribe rauvnrks, onlmogt gelf-
cangcionaly, that he Is happy toc aossist how, reovided thot ehe cam
contime bo neke use of one vho is cold and fgnoromt of lLwnvd,

Gatbhering lmows fusborhbly thst Yhese words huve coms froo the
1ips of en inorecsingly spiribuslly sick man, She Shs loohks o8
him tenderly end understendingly. "% Yoow lmmedi;bely,® she scys
to him, "bhat your soul wos very much troubled end thad you were
dispossd $0 combimnol mental etrugeles oo eopricious moods, Ind
kesp aomsgbently in mind this tradhe thot God crected us 30 zive us

unird ereuuted 1ife horenfbar, i

&
L3
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0% weonll ouly %00 wollyt bl penulve bub counfol
Poptioread veprlioe, Mhod frov tiw tire I, o revo ohddd
T hove salfar o fyom venbo! genfusions

lepfusion o thuh hind reucors the soul wewereble $o
1%eelf,” plghe the poblied Oothenine, %ib 46 fua aovae thon eny
erhar mancy of spbvericg, Lost yeur oyes wedh Lhe Urose. Thwre
o vi11 fiond the ligtd kb liberotes vs Drse dorknese, ust only
$ren bhe emborael giteb=-lilce duriocse of norbal sla, bud sleo from
the Crykmes: of dsoroered conduslon which overnlieolns the soul
nrdsr eoloy ol nilitye ™

eot ] forged,” she adida with chorootoristic gextlencos,
840 preab ey 1T gou will, lhe wirong help which I stend much in
aesd, 2uch o8 you have rendared mo bids dey.” %

Nerd lisieas %o Odbhsrineds comoanding bub mecningiul woerds
witn deep resignabiocn. DBesaveo he 1s exdrencly senpilive and often
tresbiing om She varwe of veligiows deupondence, she hos $o Solk and
arito $o him @udie freguoniily, o Siwy he mey be 1ifSed our of his
aotursd Sendady Yo salasvs wod dlscoursgenend, She 1% ic who i
able to ixfuec infu him her oun strong zud high henrted hope.

Une Yeurus fven Sshhorane's episilen, ap well oo from the
gorrespomienes Cayried on bebvesr hop lscinles, that the poste

sesyvebrryte habituel menbzl dxicl 4e thist ke connod renlise thod

4 "Colleziune raglicroslens® di 1Becoles Cuidicciond e
wdez T 113, v 4n the Bibiiobtesn Municipale in
“lonpe (e Depositien of Fro Tommweo Cofferind
in ‘*m*c;mzzm G4 Venezdo®, od, Horelom, €, 39, col, O=f,00,
{7@10 1 [ ]
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the Heavenly Fsther hos forgiven him his elns, Time Herd
is wont ¢n wlraid himeelf as voworthy to be healed o so0m
et he wishas,

But tho aympathetic virein of Sdene well knowe the noeds
of FHari. 5he kmows his burden is heavy :nd thot bis hewrt is
very sad. Certle speech, she ressons, will help muchs for s
not sontle gpesch affien liks wmarme from the ekies¥ Sha addressasn,

theraefore, the follewine afischisnnte yeb soul sbirring epistie

to her nerplaxed sniritusl somt ©

Allow the proeblem of yoar sowd %e be solved in
the lope of the Blood of the Crucified (me, ivue
salfoimoevleige, which von cun schisve through humility,
will increase light, s nuoit cur Croztor more roeady
te nerdon than we to offerd? Hae he not pub wp widh
ony unrishbeoueneesn, and is not caloees vhe woreb of
8)? our fonldte? B Ao cwrteivly s0, ny desy son, Open
your eyves, bhen, to the light of holy foith., See how
mogh yem sre belgver of Oed, ond bebolding Zis love,

80 not be dlsturbved because you likewise sec the
ineptnens apd Iukewsnrmnene of youy own hesrt, Wb iéd
self-knowledge only cugnent your mmiiity and kindie
vour lovs, The more v see how swkwerdly you corres-
pond to the mumificert graces sbowered on you by youy
¥oker, the more you vwill burble youreelf, meyine, with
e fim resoluvbion, "Thet which in the past I heve
regleched te do, T =111 do imrediztely, !

e wivhle just clled, oz vell =z $he obhar: which (etherine
vitrersa o the wellemoenlng Tl frafnl Yerl, ore weitten vibth aR oxe
quisite tanforness, The virgin of Slans s modurslly chevitable and

daes evorydbing within her wewer to being Todfe gonl oloner 80 God,

8 5 Mﬁue REisigle delds Sevslics Veprive S, Grderino
da Slenn, letter 274,
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@very apiritucl epistle despotched to her discinle-necrulery
stroesve the frot Pt love of God lies in moking Gudfs fteructe
and objective the soulls own fnteresto wnd objeckive. It la um
identific. tdom of ihe soulls desires with the desires of Cod,

It s mokime God adbher sells o sedt the objost of Godte will
in, in £Ina) xesort snd wlSlrulo cnulysiz, to sedt God Musell,
aince God caounot geek bub Mimgelf,

Thus Catherine axhorte Mord Lo vuvell lis vhole lifets
setivity under the gye, snd Lo the prysanes, of Gofdp o
rogaad his 1ife from Bod's cnple of visisn not tfron his owmg
axd to do #1il things for God wnd becuse of Hw,

To be suve, the s inmt’g nuiritu-l messeges begin alowly
but surely to oven tho windows of Prgli reelde soul. Bowerar,
bagouse he sbioches boo mmeh dmnoxtence B0 minoy notbars, ho
is often given %0 self-torment, Wls Wr-zginstion Hlys hiwn
conbimual tricks, ec Pheh he seos thince larpur and difforad
from whet they rerlly are. Belng very elmgere in his pidy,
he is troubled by sarupless snd sovers dovdhis choud hinmsclf, It
scems ¢0 him that he vannod posribly be srved, Cotherd .o g
agedn and ugein, to cheor ond ecorffort hiw goud, vhich i- flike o
leaf shoken by the wind,” ©

6 8, Tommogon, Ope wlbe, ietturs 117 und 118,
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gooblons wenb,

e Lol o 202 lold (3 thrd ooons Snoom

i Cuw MwveTenow, cid fa vEue lamiiddy mu vill ddemiss
Wely 3 K ILnsGhy Yk sonet inges throwel the Atunion
5 Zm dovil, thinze svem %o you $0 geb cut of bhacir
I8 poarerbhicas throueh puur oy nuaebel orew chiens
ang sww M&M&ﬁl ﬁoxmwfm. i euy o move. Homadin dn
the holy ! Swad croue ol lad, Too Chomud $ue Plaarcl
chve yoo Hie ubaiiol Dengdlobion. Hwoed Josus, Josue
LN Ge

Cobludnoty spiribuel Inabsuoli e S0 Ul 2l B hup chhar
dinoiicy, impresc Gno wilth thy ingooip bl fuot thg 1 ouy
rzed gonduet ey bo auduredd Ly followin CGhodst the Dedourer, 1@
ol s, or JSlislent or flasl cuung, ® rodton ivy Gkwisd, u-yn che,
ono et &id to gin ip bortlew e Uy Aled or tke Drosg, e ohenld

T 2. Nlecialtelll, gp.y olbes Vol. IV, mm, 180134,
&g_” ?ﬁlq "fh e 17=061, Of, ”’h’w, e Wﬁ_
9 0% Stary Joberion dn Slenc, e SVLLRR XLV

wzw Fa ob td,, &amm& oL b ORAELRD,. pe 3710,
Mebrouols, Lo (7.), Salocia dslic migticn by Sbole, Toi,
Chepboy 113 wnd D'Uwes, o, {,_&gﬁ g_‘.}, Coranedd delip
Sottirdue: risbloo Cuferinfong, pe 186,
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rice from this caersment Vo new heovenly confduct =s Chvist
7080 nffey decth, e arv micbors of Chrish, bemples of the
Hisly Spirdb, cmi should act socomdingly. 46 the Jhviebion is
cune in Qhrias, coubimass bhie Glousne awystie, he must w0 be
guilty of tks repulsive sot of moldus the matbers of Chrisd Vhe
nasbors of an ignwmdndous sligus, lie are oll brothers af Jirdst -
soung of Uod and longer scrvaxbs of slao. Ye sre 211 jolut heirs with
Chrisst. Thus, ceuanscls the poudud, 1LY wg cuuse oursslvas te suffee
with Him, we may hnve the Joy ales to be glorified with Zim, By
ouy iadivinebion - thad is, dusorporstion in fnrieh dirough Foith
cad baptisn -, we regeive p aew birth, o ansy oresbion, a nw 1life,
for 1t is o divime life, °

Vhat 1z commendable, oo, about the seintts spirituul come
mnications 1o Heri, is the woy in wuich she conneots cll the
virtues., I 1» her thorsughuess wihdch mokes bher seldem contunt
with the menilon of « virtoe or two, Uith her 1% ie 2li or pothing,
anf 80 mhe rivets sur sbtenblon with ¢ comorete piehure of the fuil

srmoury of virtues, 18 Bat tho complebe ploture of the virtues, widah

9 rrof, dmilio rivvesan, uho hne m-ds an exbeumative wuly of
fCebherine and Her Use of tho 2ible, ¥ observes that the Sdenese
salib cites the Old Deutsuiont corredbly, either verkabim op
in wvbetame, 51 Yimes; and that she mekes 340 correct citations
from the New Testumeub, Iorgnint, M., ob &l., Qe £i.. PLe70
D 73] 810

10

Tomepleny: %1‘ 1,m,, 4, 08, 85, 95, 00, 169, 177.
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she describes so well, is & ploture of life, Viee is bud a
maining of that 1ife; virtue is integrity, vholeness, end
holiness,

It is no surprise, then, that Catherine should exhort
Heri Paglisresi to “grow from virtue $o virtue,® B gromth in
feith -~ the foundetion of virtuses - is most eseential, choe writes
him, She advises him to turn his eyes sway from material things,
for ths devil eskilfully sobs on the senaes in the cese of chpes~
aions. He can influsnce the Imagination, orousing fascinating
but evil imsges that ettract the aensitive appetits, shich in turn
fives & biles to the will; or he may coaluse the mind throuvgh
distorted imeges. The Cenwplietion may resemble the action of 2
convex mirror by enlarging the thinge of this eerthi or of a con-
cave mirror, by the reducing of things of ebernity to & single
sesmingly insignificant polin,

Oftsn vhen Catherine writer of evil ené temptation, neece
of rind znd virtue, she reserds $o flgzurstive languzre, Witness,

for instance, the following brief bul carefully worded message to
her Yswoet som® Nerd, $0 whom she ssye thet the nmumbing of self-will

11 The Tusesn verplon rezds! ‘orescore A1 virts in virtud,
. Misciab®slli, gp, oib., Vol, I1I, p. 148,
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will sorn for him the orown of virbues 1

Dosvast and awestiosi seu dn Foddet aweeh
Jemass [, Cobhwrine, sorvedt ond sluve & the
saryante of Jesas Chrisd, vrite 80 o in Ws
progious Blood, wibth desire tu 860 you svoy grow
rom virdue %o virtue, %411 I bghold rou return
to that son of pesep where yor shall never have ury
fear of belng csbrvanged from fod, For the foul
perverse lew bhad militebes sgednst the gpirit shall
be et an eevih, o ghiol)l v renfarsd 1%e due
thereto, Ib is my sopraeet wishy, my swect son, that
whils you lies in Yhis 147, vou axerd youseelf %40
live deed %0 all selfe-vill, It is in euch doabh thod
you shall win virtue, Tims livine, you sholl rosign
to earth the law of parverse desive.

It becomes imcroasingly cleay thet Oabharine uses cvery
spiritucl formml:s to recust 3hie rabher froglle snd torncabed
frame of Heri. Iubermined to meke him epiritunlly perfect, she
time proceeds ¢ dwell, for hie own wele, upen the virlue of
charity, The saimb poimds oab Vo Paglicrwes) thet charity is
tha gresfest of virbues, She cibos fhese threw recscued

Firgt, cherity io the form or wmagh wr-gwimizgle of =11 the
virtues, I izepirce the grestest thing on carth - sonatity, Lor
the essence of souetity is berodc chariby, menifesting iteels in
genarous enberpripes for God; implying grect Loith ond hopo as
well a8 grest ¢ordinsl virtues, prudenee, banpersnce, Juctice,
and & fortitude or force of soul; comtaming .11 mrturicl dongers,

12 P, Miscicttelld, gpe gib,,Vol. 111, p. 348,

34
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despleing corbhly things in ocmpariscn with Louvenly.

Secondly, chority rosts most coeplebely in God, the
Last Bod, confiimies the sainbtly Sdencsv. Ib Heod fulfile in
thie woy the purpose of hwmen cxistenoe, Falth, indeed,
belicves in God, but it does nob resd in Mim, ope locks
forwerd to God to be enjoyed in $he fubure, DPub chupity
clrealy possesses od, as present in cpprehension ond reallty.
It rests in God for the scke of Godp 4% has found o mood whors
exxieby ceases,

&nd, finelly, says Catherine, chority is grectest beciuse
1% 15 stornel. It has irmoxbality ldke that given o sdemis
body. It has the poesibility of ovoiding deathy though it i
not imperisdoble liks the lwmon soul, &he loys grent stress
upoz the foos thet neither hungoer nor thirst, mither nekedness
ooy homelossness, nedther eword nor pesbilence, neither life
nor desth, can seprPsbo ue from the chariby of Christ, The (14
Testemert cmbicipabed this by soying th9t many webers ornned
gueanch love, snd thut 4b is sliromg as desth and os herd as $hecl.

Polmbing oud to Puglioresd thid love will not dwell wpen
the chord of self, Cathutrine goes on to wubol ehurily .nd to pebuko
those given to selfishness, which she properly deseribos va
parverted instinct of s¢lfeprescrvotion, or self-rlorificetion
remulbing in envy of ocur neigldbor. 4 recber (ltrTulen nnd less
intorest in self, she counsels Hard, 4is ths renedy for selfishnssa.

35
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In ovder, then, to counbercct selfichwmess, one mush hove
2 greater love of God aud of obher map - ono muet pructise

love of our Creator mnd our fellommen &8 the domiwnont
note in the religion of Christ, who cime upon earth that mum
night have s larger life, Cstherine, servent .nfl siove of the
assrvants of the Holy Bxemplar of Nazoreth, suoceeds, with the
assistsnce of Divine Grace, to provide a larger life for Poglinrsei.
In the message which is citel below, she furnishos him with cn
effoctive antidode for the folse values of & plensure~sicy world,
This apiritual lotter besrs o specisl eignificunte becouse it
epitomizes all of the s:dnt's 2dvice to Neri, the once morose
and sensitive poet of Slena, who Joins her Yeircolc spirituale®,
acts as her secretary, and finelly bocomes o hermit o Agromogzio

pasr Florence,
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#ith her ugacl forcefulness, Goblerins writes Herd

13

I desire $o ave you unmibed, trincformed
and conformed bo Jesus Chriet, This, 1y very swoet
son, the soul cuwot do-- that is, be perfecily
conformed to Chriet, unless she [the scul] teors her-
eolf altogebher from conforming Vo the world, For
the world is ot strifs with God, und God with the
world, nd they hove nothing whebuver in common,
And 4% 1s reslly 80, beczuse we see thut Godemade-Mon
chose .8 His lot perfeot poverty, insults, ongulsh of
the heurt, mockery, contempt, Iunger and thiret;
desplsed all humcn honour and eafoem; sought slwsys
the hongur of His ¥sther and our selvation, persevered
to the end with the true :nd perfect petience, and there
was no prids in Him mt perfect mumility,

Ch, esteemed and beloved Charityl Indeed, you sre
the direct orposite of the world, The warld seviks
honours cnd glory, ple eurs, pride, impotience,
avarice, h Yo, ronsour ond self-love, tnd o man's
hesyt cyows so nersow thoet he has no room sither for
God or his neighbor,

It is, therefore, well, my decr son, to drew oud
the twoeodped sword of love cnd hsbe .nf eut yourself
entirely swoy from this tenebrous life; end it fs love
of God which will help you do it. I sBay no wore,
?main {un the holy sweelness of God. Sweet Jesus, Jesus

OT6.

13 R, D. Thessider, Bpio
Yol. I, letter Vi1, ;
sumsxry lebter is given im Jppendix A ot the close of
tho thesis, The {hesle~eriter hus seun £id So follow

37

the text of Dr. Thoseider, who is regarded s the best
nodern Ifalian interpreber of Cotherine eplstles, beccuse
thie soholar found it ndviesble more than = decude ago

to pursao the memmscoript (Mo, e, 1792 « 180B) which wes
originelly bequesthed by Paglieresi himmelf, in 1408, to
the monks of Mombeoliveto Magpiore. Jbid., XX1II-%KIV,
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Poaglisres) tekes $o hesrt these cnd other w.dabolie
words despetehed to him by the suimt, His will fimldly
sucocunbs $o the will of Cotherine. Iut ie there wny evidencs
to support this contentiont? Indeed, thero is, HNarife own
testimony cnd the Sestimenivs of his friends, some of vwhom
becone ardent *Cutwrinuti®, speck eloynenbly and convineinsly.

Of wmsusl interest, for instonce, is the sttestotion of
Don Froucesco di Vannd Mclavolti, vhom Cofherine meets through
Neri «nd whom she almost imstontly convarts ot Lhelr first

meobing. 3% Malevolti testifies in this wise regoriing Nefe

fohange in mind and menner®s 15

Amonz the compenions whom I lcved the best, there
ved one noble youbth of Slenc, nomed Heri laendooelo dsi
Pagliaresi, with whom I spent the grecter port of my
$imz, both becouse e wes plecsant end refined, ond also
hacsuse he was o composer of most besubiful verses, izn
vhioh k4nd of thing I then grechly delighted. ifter we
had baen friendly for aome $ime, Hari having heard of
the glericus virgin Catherine, went $0 seo her withoud
ny knowing $%, sngd so hud become chunged in mind and mimner,
and, =28 i% were, had bturned out %o be & new man,

14 Dr. B, 0. Qordner relstes thot Qsthorine, sypesring to
Maloveltd in ¢ vislon oight yesrs after her desth, rebulred
bhim for s%111 "clinging to the venitles of the world®,
el "bede hin rise, seek cut Nerl di lanmdeocic, «nd go with
hin to the convenk of Monteolivebeo Mugriore, where he would
be received withoud opposition.” HMelavolti follovwed Cubthe
orinets Mhmwtiom amrl Wi rwaived imm the oliv e%}m MW

Li 2X0 5 LasLellang, Dn. ”77-378. af. Lug’sm, f’q@

ug, mm-m e 3 monnei di Youbolivetn,® in Riviube Oborics
ino, @tm. V’II Yoe 188-17%, Aleo Powbier, Bo,

: Slenne. Tow. 1T, pr. L3 =md IF3,
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Ansthor vorthwhile pluce of testimony Lo Lo the form of
e lebdter written to ¢ Pudre Jocomo by Fro luce di Buwaudo
da Monistero, in vhich this Clivetan moemr wrbcle the wvirtues

of Heri ond mourns his deuths Fro Iuca’s vulogistic words
yun thusy 8

Deurest Futher in Chrict: With grief and sorvou
I write t0 tell you of the nuth of ¥ru Hevi, our
confort, help cnd coumsel; our support, refresimerd
=nd sulde; our mustar, receiver nnd prepurar; our
writer nd vieltory yes, he who thourht for uwes - our
delisht, our only good, and our enterd.incr, Ids
mecknesa, his holy 14fe, his holy conversction, his
holy teuchings, oll his holy weorks, his holy soyimro,
ond Me holy invesbigntions - these cre vll devcrbed
from we, Alas, nmisercblo ones{ olos, poor wrebches i
olog, orphans | where shall we go, to whom sholl we
now hive rooourse?

€f course, 4% iz Prglieresi’s ouvn tesbimony which c-rries
the grectost weiglt, He opebly zdmite Cetherinsis inflvence om
him andl en his co~disciples, in these meaningful wordss 17

¥hile in her compony, we felt ocurselves close
o the source of 1ife. &he wns hevpy, clbhough her
suffering wes bitter. Bhe wos calm, in spite of the
faot thot the eonfliict vithous =pd oithdn was fierce,
Being meocr Gotherine, we understood hovw in God 11 the
sorrow and yecrning of the universe exists forever,
while yet God 1s commplotenesy spd Joy,

16 P. Misciattelll, gp, cit., Vol. VI, pp. 134-136,

17 PMQollezione Faﬂuwumim“ di Mieolso Guidicoioni -

Godez P, IIY, 7, in the 'Bﬁ.bucstmx m@il ula in 3o,
Gfo Lozzereschi, B., S, Gobtoriny aechusd
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Indesd, Veri's devobion to Catherire is so consbond,
that in hic hermit®s cell ke writes graceful poebic lines

in praise of her ond eloo composes o rhymed sainb-legend,

sepradesto,. 18 In these two powme, Peglisresi embelma the holy

remory of his “mamme spiritucle® and givee vent to all the
foolings of zffection und veneration in his grateful znd leving
beart, 19

Iong before his antrence inko the Clivetan heymibtoge,
especinlly on thoee occusions when he ir odbliged to be sway
from Slens on Cubherine missions, he finds time to communicsbe
his spiritu=l éifficulties to the saind, who quiclly despstches
her husble but eimcere advice to him,

Of souree, there cen be no doubt of the faoh thet the
principal 2im of Getherinets epistles is to influence Herd,
There con be ud uestion, tos, of the feot that she eo imbues

A,y Bboria di . M in o Siene o del e
pre BAL-542, JAlso, Qessmblodcdos der Viemer
1934, Tom, VI, P 250,

19 E‘ Mtw. w.m Wmﬁo II, D’a 39.
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whot ghe writes vith her own pevsoncdity thut 4% Lve eufficiond

power o swoy him to Ler own wey of spiritwl thizking,

Yet, it would be sheer folly to ~smumo Sk eho und ohe
alone is instrumcifel in stranytheming Dordds £o4%h 4n Jod omd
in Ms only Begotten Son, OCatherine, <o his epiritunl sodbher,
acts much like ¢ boy'e own mothar, who, claamping his hund, lunde
hin every Sundsy to churgh, therehy helpine him ¢o become o good
Christian, To be sure, it is the Febhar of Idghte, the suthor of
the spiritusl life, ¥ho reveuls $0 Pogliaresi the peth of sanchity,
Inspired, then, by the Light of the Holy Spirit (nd guided by
the hapd of Catherine, Paoglicresi leuves the poods of this world
end, suscesefully running cftar those of Hecven, otiazing to the
purity of foith end apiritusl bhey iness,

To oum up, it hze besn seen in the sourse of dhis chapber
that Herdi Prglicresi, s despondent young poct, becomes ¢ meder
of the Blenese sohool for the spirftualizstion of wen, I%s
foundress ond heand is Cotherine of Slens, I has been shown thod
Bori, vwhile a dleciple of the saint, receilves mony of her
spirituslly imbued epistles, from which bhe lesrns that “scorifics
alone lecds 8o a land of 1ife.® 20 He aiscovers, too, thob €iis

2 %0ollezione Peglioresions® 81 Micolno (uidiccion! o
Cedez . I1I, 3, in the Biblictec: Munledipale 4n Steme,
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®1ond of 1ife? 48 eberncl 1ife, which cun De won only by loving

God and despising the devil, Love of Godebhe-fon «nd leve of She
world ove two nffoctions vhich commob dwell bogebiwr in the sime
bosom, Thus, Cutherine’s religious moss.ges poind ocud %o him thab
the enly way to dispossess the hewrt of its offection for the world,
is by the azpuleive power of o grester ond stronger .fiection fov
Christ Crucified,

It is Catherine's commond thit Hexd Gcke the finmel otep is
the direction of supreme epivitucl happiness, Thia sbep he tolkes

vwhen he becomes on Oliveton bezmit, ‘'hile 4% is true thet
the Siencse epistler puves the wuy for Herits adroncs inte the
Qlivet:n hermitoge, it is eguelly true thot he wills to egcept
the offar and invitotion of God, Nor mmet onw ovarlock the direct
influence of the Third Peraon of the Bisseed Tyinity - the Imporber
of divine 1ife. By the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Blessed
Bari Poglisxesi, he bocomes o regenersted mub - o reciplad of supaws
potural life, a pertuker of the divine life.
Hrving scoepbed the invibation wnd the grage of tho Hsavenly
Father, Heri procecds Lo spread the knowiedge of the importonce of the
love of Qod =mong his {riemds, seversl of whom join $he mmber of
Cathorine's diseiples, namaly, Srongesco Holovelti, vhess sinmulor case
b s elreedy been discussed, however briefly; Oebriele Iicecolomindg
Cristofore d1 Genoi and, wooording to une ecoownt, Stefane Muconi.
Catherine’s spiritusl eplstles despstohed te Mecomi, whe
becomes one of Heard®s closest friends nd onmo of the saimd®s most :ble
secret:ries, will be exemined % lengbh in Chayber 11X,
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It is the lebturs sddressed by the Virgin of Slwo $o
Stefano Maconi, as well as those Alepstched by the lutter %o
his bosom friend, Heri Pagliovesi, which revenl the trus dise
tinguishing traits of Stefone the layman ond Stefeno the monk.

Misolattelli®s recently compiled Fpistolorio cembeing
twelve eplatles directed to Sbefance by Catherine ond el toom
written by Stefans to Neri, Of this oroup of twenby-eight
epistles, which appeer in thoe originsl Fourteenth Contury Tusean
vernscular, only o fow have been tronsleted into Znglish. Although
the thesis-writer is iubteresbed goluly in debermining whot vole
Catherine’s epiritusl epistles played in copverting Voconi fren e
corefred and jJocoss ncblemcn into o serious and plous CGurthusian,
he has, nevertheless, folt it nesessary $o¢ permse not only the
Salob V3 messages $o Magond, but aleo those of the 1abter 0 Poglice
resi, in order to recamebruct in bis (tho writer's) mind the com-
pioto portrailt of Sbefend, and to lexrn something of Stefencts
religzious convictions before he met Cotherine,

This Swoefold task, namely, of rendering into English the
hitherto wronsloted Tuscen gpisbles dispatehod by both Uotherime
and Megoni, and the desorying therein of the epiritunl influences
which moved the mind, henrt cnd soul of Megond to alwn Sho world
endl sed: ctermel peues in o monasbery, hos mover beforo been similopw
1y sttampted,
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gStefono, whoe wes dhe son of Mosser Corrado and
Vodenns Glovenna Bondinelli Macoui = pewscns £ Doble Pumls =,
hod nover dresmed of enburing the clolebercd life. Dub, in
1574, when he wos twenby-seven yorrs of ace, he wos foread
into a feud with the dfstinguished Tolomed ond Fldmoldind
families of Slens, Having apoken to Verl Pagliorosl cboub
this unfortunate situation, he was persusded by the lotter ond
his (Stefanots) own mother to muke perce ab any price. They wven
edvised him to call on Cethevine opd ploge himpelf completely
in hey capcble honds,

Althoueh divided betweon disdnin snd emborrnssment, he,
nevertheless, made his way to the home of the Slensso saint,

Phis happened in 1376,

In his depesition, Muconi freely odmits thet he had
expected t0 be met with the prin u.nd vinegury sweebness of the
tr=ditionel old maid, Instesd, says he, she received mo Pwith
$hs rost loving ehority, o8 thwush welcoming » brother on his return
fyom distant regioms,® 1

He conbimuse? 2

A this I wus cpozed, ond listoned %o hey officacious
end bely words by which she compelled, rather than indused

e, %o 20 to confeagion and to live virtwously., I scdds

"7he finger of Jod is here.! /ind vhen che hed heard the

gruse of wy vieit, she onpowered confldentiy: 00, decresh

son, =nd trust in the Iord, for X will glcdly lobor wbil
you have on oexcellsmd pesce; and do you suffer me to take
the vhole welght of this business upen my hesd.? And thov:e

te her offorte, we 4did indeed obbadn ponee in o oonoer twly
nirseulous,

i rrogesve Goabellann, p. 260, The deposition
eigned by Meoconl beoys the wm&wimzbwe of Mrw Prape
cesce de Vivione ond She dote, Jemmory B, 1413, Mecond hed
satually complebed his wrilten tostimony on June "0, 14172 bud
on Jamary B, 1413, Slgnor de Tiviomo drer wo o ddpest of
the verbal combortstionsl provsso wnd Anstructed 211 wite
nosses prevent, among whom wae Moooni, S slen the innbremed.

2 id.
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The Muconds® reconcilintion with their unomies, os ~ell
a8 Oztherine's epiritunl epistles to Sbefuno, Lrought cboud
his complete conversion, Cwrtoin feobs he does mob, luwover, womtion.
Threurh delicacy, no doubt, Stefamo does mob, in the courss of
his deposition, cutline in deb24l how the reconcilistion in
question wap effected, It was left for his biographer, Fro
Bertolomes 44 Slen:, to relste the particulers of this drometic
story in feultless Latin,

Fre Burbolomeo $ells us thet when 5%, Cctherine hed
grranged $he day for nl) the puyties $o meed ot the (myoh of
Szn Cristofore in the Pesza Tolomel, ond Corrado, Stefono’s
father, and Stefarno himself with their kinsmen cime in compliznce
with the Sieness Seimt%s wishes, the Tolomel ~pd the Rineldint
fomilies, with 2 view of eddlng 5 fresh inmmli ond rendering re-
conciliztion impossibls, 444 mod sppesr, Cobtherine was informed
of it, 97They will not liséen $o me,’ she said, *but willing
or unvilling they shall be ocbliged bo listen to Almighty Godeo? ©

& Bartolomeo 41 Siems, De
Lib, Ig QDo Mg
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Macondfe Jbaliom biographer conbimies as followes 4

ghe time went immedindely to the Qmuroh whither
she hed comvoked Stefono Mocond with his fobher
Corrado and his other relatives, She plocdd hepe
solf befors the primeipel slter, .nd offered freuquent
preyers $0 Heaven. Whilst she wus proying, roviehed
in sestoay, those who refused te be reconciled, came
to the Church, wimown to one another. God broughd
then there, As soon 08 thay saw Cothevine in proyer
and pevceived, us they eftarmards admitted, the voys
of divine liskt thot dsrted frem her coumbencree, Shey
folt themselves vanguished and yeady to renounce thelir
anger. They addressed themsolves te Cetherine, who
hod returned to her ordinury atote, They cherged hor
to regulate the conditions, and ell soon exbraced ecch
other and mdwelly : sked pardon.

It was at this time, when Catherine was buay meleding plang
0 bring peace betwean the two worring families, that she chenced
o see Stefuns and esked him, wa she had onse zaled his friend
H eri, to help her by writing some messnges from her dictations
for, esys Fra Bartolomeo, "this holy virgin, being engrged in
nany affeirs regurding the sulvetiom of souls, in which, by recsea
of her sex, she could not always personclly cvpear, was obliged
tc have recourse to letters, and sometimes diotated to two or
three secretaries ab ono cnd the srme time, end on Aifferent
subjecte,® b

Stefono gludly cocepted the pesition of ceemensis, for

thros reasonst

Firat, he wished %o sghow his apprecistion of whot Cotherins

4 Dartolomeo di Siene, loc, Git.
5 il

46
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hed dome $o restors frisndly relotions betwoun his femily
and tho houses of the Tolomei cnd the Rincldind, by elving
his gratultous swrvices,

Second, he thought it & grect honor to ¢/ ke dictotion
from the lips of .n umgually telented and holy person.

Third, he was eoger $o learn more ~boub otherworldly
things from ono who secned $¢ hin to heve been inspired from
ohove,

As sooretory to, znd disciple of, CGatherine, Stefono
orobo epistlee for har and &lso rocelved nevernl from her,

It vos thess lattar messgoges which oventually worked o proe
found smeliorstive change in his hesrt und soul,

Yhat Cotherine seys epistolically in ordser teo bring
about this change in $efono, who hed bewn Hgarried ewoy in the
current of a worldly life,® © 4s, for the first time, more elesrly
revesled in the course of %lde theais,

fmong the lebters which the epistler of Sienn addresszed
$0 Maconi ood which, 80 fur ¢s the writer hos been cbls to
asoertain, heve never before been rendered imto English, are
to be found her first and leet of o series despebehied to him, 7

7 Coplea of the originel epistles hoave been published by
Pe Miﬂciﬂttelli. Yol. 11T, Poe 15?«-160, 2@1&%2‘33
VYol. IV, pp. 2632843 Vol, V, ppe 71-78, 9286, 253257,
266770, These sources hsve hesn frecly whilized by the
theels~writer,



STRFANO MACONIs A& TV VI ULk TR v 48

It is evident from . perusal of theve lebbers,
which Qutherine sende Stefane from ldes, Florepos ond
elsewhere, thot ke ie desirous of w.lliing in the Light
of Foithy 8 vherevpon sho maligs hoste $0 ley down ¢ $We
fold diseipline for him to follow, numely, the mertificction
of his unruly oppetites cnd velf-will, This is cchieved, & yo
she, thyough prayer, which softens the he st and companastes,
boecouse of ite sweobness, for tho bilterness thet ie insep.e blo
fron mortification, 9

But Sefono does nob appeny, as yeb, prepaved to be
burdened with severe discplinea, Ib iz obvious $hst he is logking
in perseverance ond fortitude, for he cpyreals $¢ (utherine for
conforting words ond further spirituul ndvice. She recdily kunows
thet hie uncesiness wnd veclness stem from two ddsburbing bub
sigpificont coucses.

The first couse, theugh . comporetively minor one, revolves
about the faob thed Stefinme hoed ctbtended o secred mecting ogeinst
hie govermmant. Gabherine, guining knovledge of his perticipotion
in this subversive movement, ciuses him $o infliet vpon himself

severe penance for his misconduct, Mesmwhile, hod Stefono besoms

8 P. Mscisttelli, gp, cit., Vol, 111, pr. 157-159, Gf.Mccomi's

letter to Poglicresl, in which he solicite his proyurs

in order that "Ood in His goodness mry deliver ne from
the misarcble bondage of the world, ::md show me im vhot
woy I moy best serve Him® (“preghi Mo per me che per
certo nio' bisogno, pregundole singulormente ehe mi cons
ceda grazdin ch'io md pappl eviluppere ds Qesto frocidume
del monde; per modo chlo somre facel 1l mus volonbn? vop
quel verso che Fiw slc plecwole o Ini™). Duid., pe Yio

8 Mg Yol, 111,;, e 157=158,
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terribly conscienve-gtricken? Hxd he begun %0 fo v rébrliztory
notion from the goverment? Had the self-inflicted vuisone bocome

too grest s task for the repurstion of his sine?

/myone of these foctors, or probably the three combined,
mizht hove comtributed to his feeling of unxdady 1nd despedr,

The second compe, which besrs o grester telltcle crgumend,
ig laild =% tho doorstope of his ovm home, It is 4z his own
home, 58 it will soon be pointed cut, $hot Cutherine espics
those deletericus influences which sttempt to keep Sbefimo
outeids the will of Heaven and sbtop him in the peth of perfection,

To bresk or not to break owey from the worldly comforts
of home? This is the question vhieh conbimanlly menzces the mind
of Maeconi., Thie is ths problanm vhich Cstherine helpe her diseiple
solve. It is in her epistles, which studied es they sppesr in
the fronkness and cleurmese of their originul phroeeclogy, thet
one finds the key to zm intelligent understendine of what goes
on between S86funo ckd his porents, as well as vhet e Gis-
cussed between Stafono snd the madd of Slenc,

There is ne deuying the foct th t Mefuno s very much
ettoched to his own mother, Monnn Glovenns, who, in $wrn, loves
him decrly end worrles ond ecmpleins vhenewvor he is cbaent from
home and busy woridng on some project csaigned him by Cntheriane,
The ecintly epistler's greacbest desire, on the cbher hand, is
to see Stefino breck himself loose from =11 seculer interente
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and steep himeelf in the Hlood of Christ Crucified, 30
It 1o 4n the scmo Idndly yet £irm moomer that Cotherine
writes Momns Giovannn, who, slthough she hes developed n
little motherly jeslousy, is, novertheless, on imbimite ond
affeetionste terme with the Saixb,
As we se¢ in Gotherine's .dmomdtions which follow, whe
tactfully bt sincerely advises Moconite mother not Yo 1ot
har exnerer:bod metormal tondermess hindey hor eonm in bie
high and noble voestions 31
My desr mobthar in Christ Bwest Jesus: I, Cotherine,
sorverd wnd elave of the servonte of Jesus Chirdsd,
write you in s precicus Blood, with the desire ef 1
seelnz you o resident im the house of gelf-imovledge,
in order that you may experiencs true love; for, =a
1 see it, she who does not love har Crextor completely

ceznnot bo plessing to His eyes, eince He Himself is
Love, ond deosires nothing tut love,

The Sicnese opletlar peimds cut to Giovemns thot love of
the Heovenly #uther begomes lmperfost when a mother hegias to
shed Secrs bessuse she ic obliged to give up her san to the
servics of Fim from whor man receives his inhearitonge .

10 Catherine sighs expeoctingly: ®C quante sars besta 1%anime
nle, quande b1 vedre cyer tagliato da te il monds attusie
meko © mertuinento® (Ch, how bleesed ehsldl be ny soul,
vhen I ghall ses that thou hoet cut thyself off from the
world, cctuclly :ad menknlly,*) P, Misciotbelld, g, cib.,
Vel, V, ppe 8284,

11 P, Wisclabbolll;, op, oib., Vol, IV, yp. 33-38,

12 Cf, Cctharine's "oell of self-luwwledge?, which wus o
secret, loly-d@pirit-inspired cell in her wind, oub of
which she resclved never $o po by recson of ooy estarnsd
ocoupudion, I8 proved (o be o refuge whick the Scinmd
contimuzlly urged upon her {disoiples thad Shay, bos, should
find, ond which could nover be 8:d:en fyvom them,
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She Shen conbimues) 1°

¥ is my wish thot you silmincte in your poPson
ell self=-love seccording $¢ n.ture ol the senses,
which you feel for yourself, your children,
and ony other crssted thing, You should love
neither yourself nor snything else spurt fyom
your Multer, hocouse it 4s impossible thet o
nan esn serve two mustersy for, if he sserve the
one, he is unsdle to zive sobticfrotion $o the
other, Thue it followe that no one eun nerve
both Ged ond the world, becmse they hwe no
hormony with each other,

It is my wish, therefore, thot you 14if%
your desive anfl heayd cbove the world and ell
ite doings, and thet you open the eys of your
rind in .n effort to kmow what love God besrs
to you nd what he has given you, for leve,
namely, the Word, His Only-Begotton Son-le Tho
in burning love has given life end has sserificed
Fis Body that e might eleanze memkind with Ma
precious Xood,

Bo these words, my desy mother, & source of
comfort to you, .nd be not disturbed that I have
kept Steof:no sc long; for I have only Scken good care
of hirm, HRest essured thet I wish to do vhstever 1
ean for him =pd for yoa, even to desth, You, mother,
bore him ence; ond I wish Yo bewr him .08 you and
ell yowr fomily, 4n beurs and swests, by repested
prayers and desire for your spiritusl health,

For some time Stefono, although protasting his leve for

Christ, the Saviour of mankind, and his strong epiritusl

ebtochnunt to the Scint of Slenms emd her *figli spiritunii,®

appears, nevertheless, & we:kiing %0 her tecr-filled yeb

observing oyes cud Godeloving heurt, Hhe proceeds, tharefore,

to teach her umlecided “sen® the definition of $rue happiness,

4

5he telle him forthwight thed hoppiness does not consisd in

honors, nor in glery, nor in wezlth, nor in werldly power, nor

15 P, Miscubtelld, pp, oib. Vol. IV, pp, 85-53,
14 Ibid., Vol, ¥, pp. 92-88, "66-268.,
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in goods of the body, lor 4s humen hoppiness sected in

the senses, Nor does menfs witimobe heppiness consied

solely in acts of the morsl virtuce, nor solely in the wot

of prudence, To bo sure, man's uitimebe hep iness consiste
in babhing himself in the Blood of Christ znd in conbemploting
God the Father, And this two-fold operstion requires that the
body should be digsonocusbered, and to this effect ore diresteld
$he unadulterstod effords of mind and will, Moreover, this
operation reguires freedom, she contimues with arphosis, from
the disturdance coused by the passlons, which is cohiwved by
mosng of ¢he morel virtues end of prudense; and freedon Sfrom
externnl disturbame, to which the vhole governance of the civil
1ife is directed,

It is unusuelly inboresting to exemine, at this juncture,
one of Cotherine's leoet lebters %o Magond, in whioch she gently
upbraids him for hie irresclutences :nd indeciaiveness., Thms
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follows the Siemess Sedxbis imeisive «nd pleburengue upletolie

languages 10

My desr Som in Chriet dwoed Josust I, Cotherineg,
servint end slove of the serwvendn of Jewus Chriet,
arite theo in the Secred Blood of the lumb, with
desire t0 sec thee sever thy bomds, wnd wot marely
sot thyself to relsasing thom, besouse ib reuuires
gome time to relessa, and $his thou ert not mure
of effesting, so uickly dows time pess from theo.
Yor better is it, therefore, to sover ther complelely
with a true ond holy gexl. It will, indeed, be u gresd
Joy to my soul the day 1 vee thee oud thyself off
from the world both in deed and thought, and
from thy own corporeal insbincts, ond unitel %0
the ebernzl 1life - ¢ union vhick ig so joyous,
swoet cnd plessing thrd 4% mitigebes 11 Dibttore
ness cnd renders lighd every burdsnsome loadl
Yhe, then, shsll kesgp ws from wielding themord
of hate ond love, and vevering eelf from eelf
with the hond of free willY No socner has this
pword severed, thon it proves of sush virtuo
thet union resuits,

Cotherine nover stops cxhorting Stefamp do divorce hime
86l? completely from nll éisbolie:lly toinbed runfone things, o
Persovere upon the rond of the Crucified Ome snd vomeofin firzed
in the cell of self-kmovledme, che ndvises himg for, overy
parfection .nd every virtue is achioved tharety, Howaver, che
reninds hin elwsys 30 wbilive the twin-edged sword of love .nd
hetrel, Ileve, she seys, implies hobref. Joes not the lover
of truth hate 2 1ie? Does ot the lover of the orphom hato
i85 o pressor? Does not the lover of Chwrist hote Mo condemnors?
Indeed, the zool for God rmd for menm inovitobly lecde %o
a white heot of indignstion ogninst impiety wnd orprossion,
Sush indirmetion is rendered imbo notion., (I rib; impllos hoto
of those vho impeds ghoriby; .nd chority, Cotherine epleticnily
points cub to Naconi, me.ns Torgivences of cno’s mogkers, of

ong'a debrectore, of cne's eneelss,

18 P, mﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁ%@l&ig m V@la 'W' Phe @f@@{-,’}g
1& r@i@gﬁ V@lo VQ WO %& ® e
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The "™omma Spiritusle® fa foreover diresting Sbefomo’e
ayes o the face of (hrist, counsvelliiy; hinm (o leb the con-
dugt of our Lord imspire him Yo be u consistent Christion
and Qubarinoto, Be over falthful to conscience, to mrimciple,
apd to dudy, she worns him, To do 80 is indicobive of the
Christisn murheod which distinguishes S hore from the cowcrd,
the mardyr from tho spostube, the follower of Christ Crucified
from the cbmeguious slave of lmmen respect,

Cathering véprovingly Sells Moconi to be : mamly mon
gnd to cast off the febters of bondege, She udvises him nob
tc be the slave of the rule of sotion supplied by the werld,
Cerrectly defining hwmsn respect, she proceeds bo siy thad 4%
iz & vice diamedrically epposed to the virtus of Christiam
manhood, I¥ &8 & base condescension, Ly which a muny sither
Zrop ths drend of cffending others, or from the hope of cone
ciliating their friemdship und good will, specks or scte
sgaingt his own inbimete corwictions,

The sirve of lwwan vespoct, soye the Suint of Sieann, is
like the idol wentionsd by the Pealmist, He hus gyes and
sess nob; he hos ewrs wnfl hesrs not; he hus o mowbh snd specks
not, Or, ribher, he soen tlreugh obthere? qyes; he heurs
through others® wars; he is the moutbpiese of obtharsg he is o
mered puppet uwcholng their sentimente, Heo t¥ies to plowso men,
whieb is rigit, bud «3 the expense of hls consciense, vhdch is

EORS,s
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Sothaerine further toells Mocond thet the feor of populer
prejudice, especially when e religlous vocobion is concarned,
is the moat crimincl form of moral cowerdice, becrmuse it is
plaeing the vacillating ond ungrateful orscture cbove Yho
Crector,

the thus ceks Stefeno to reflect upon the fuob thot the
person who acte wp to his copmcicncse hre bubt onse muster, and
that Hosbter ie OGod, Vhom to sewve is the greatest of honors,

He enjoys the gloricus liberty of the sons of God; Wt the
slave of Immen opinion hes e mony mesters as thare are indie
viduals whose censure he drende, or whose smiles he secures ab
the expense of duby; und he is contimunlly cbliged to study
their hamor ~nd dispodion, thut he may sdapt his obsewaiona
servility to their ever-chenging ceprice.

Catherine strongly reminds Mocond that the slove of lmnmon
respect iz universally detosted or despleed. He is odious in
the sight of God, since he =tifles the heavenly voice of come
science from & servils feor of men, We comnot, comtimues she,
gerve o8 the ewme time the coume of righbeousnees und of self-
frterest. The sluve of mmen reepact is despicooble in the sicht
of his fellow-belnge, for how cun they respest - men who has not
the menlinesz $0 gpeak cnd live up to his honest convictions?
And must he not be corkemptible in his own vyes when he looks
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into his heart and conbampleten hin dlesin®isgion snl
gowardice luid bore before him?

The Sienese Sodnd is well awore of stefimols gred
desire %0 ascept the epiritucl burdens which Chriast
Grucified ond his ™domme Sprirituale® would place wpon hie
shoulders; but tamtine terrans «od exbruo-fcrrens influcnces
app.ear 30 dissunde him somewhst fyom actuslly piving hineelf
wp to the Divine Will of God; for which recson the putierd
Qatherine dispetehes to Stefzmo o very frank yeb spiribunlly

elev-sing episble, the most eomenbiel portion of which io

cited belows &7
1y dear son in Christ Sweed Jecust I, Catherine,

owrvouldt and slove of the servanbs of Jesus (hwrdeh,
arite thee in hle most preciocus Bleood, rith desire
tc sse Sheo risen nbove ell childish things, omd
begome 2 re~l mani visen, I say, from drining the
mill of consolrtion, membcl nd actusl, &nd st So
oat the hurd wmsty brend of meny tribulctions in mind
snd body, of strugglen with Sctan opd inspliés from
folreweother fyiends, and of any other noture thit
God might be plessed to offer thee,

I 7ish %o 38 thes rejolcing in much, ond hostening
to mesd them sith viwlcheurbted dosire cnd opon erne
titude te the Divine Goodness, when it may ple-se
Him to show thee such noble gifte < which will be
vhenever Ho gholl sos thee fit to receive them,

Kokindle, my son, thy lvkewsrm henrt. Irmopse
&t in Christ®s Blood, thot it mey burn in the furnoace
of diving chzority wnd becone inflomed with true man-
ful geel, resdy to ember on the bottlefield to do
grect works for Christ Crugcified,

17 Po !ﬂmi&tt@lng wog VOl. VQ e 690
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Cothorine’s episdlus now begin to bring oub cert dn
fevorsble signs in the mind .nd hewt of Mefruoy vheremmon
the Seink, who is yopidly newrins the duy of her de.th, begins
to impress more strongly wpen hiv vhe necessity of enbering
tho moncstary, in order that he mey the sresbar despise hime
self snd be perfectly decd So his own wili, Thie sbudu of
self-deninl snd self-eoff-cemert, she $ells him, briogs one
cloger %0 the stube of perfention in love.

Ghe weibs potiently for = definite vffivmative wveply
fron Stefono cnerd the monostic 1ife, Jione rerives, o
our Snimd is prompbed ¢o write him & very frank gpistle,
which : 11} lexve him fres to choose Lebween Pprzent .1 and
mundene bonduge” :nd Sundividel savyvice %0 Jod." Thms Tume
Cotherine's frocdom of cholce missives 30

% 18 not my desire bo fores bhew to cone

ond join (hrietds luborers in the vineysyd, I

should, indeed, have beon very glad i1f thow hudst

come, ond thst thou chouldet come now, £f thou
congt vithout offence, Howewer, if s.a off aodle

snd distresees thy psrents, mo, 0w long w8 the

offence i not Decess xy, In fest, 1 shouldd

hove thee af this time nvold 4%, vhenever thow

congb, I ;v wore thed, i the Divine Joodness

spous 1% %0 Ye beet, the of fence will cwwse, so

that thou crned come with pecce, Uome if ¢thom

esnst,

Thiz epieble tust hove mede - doen impression on Stefumog

w ZJO mﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ@llig w' Vﬂlg V‘, o ma
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for, judging from a lebter written by Crilerine o Refrno
rnd reproduced by G. Gigli, and cwother despubched by shef o
to Neri Feglinresi snd published by P, Niseiatbelll, the
Hesvenly Fother hne now begun to enll om Mocond ¢ swrremder
to Him the "oity of your sowd®, Yudorned with fine nnd solid
virtues.® 19

It appesrs from the lebter published by Gigli that withouwd
& word $o Catherine or $o anyone elpe, Stefane has himted %o
the Abbot of Houxt Olivebs, 2° neur Siens, thet he wishes
to Join his Comvmuniby.

it 4s well to exemine Cabherine’s comrmniccbion to

Heconi, in which she expresses hoth surprise :nd happiness ob

whet seuns good news o hers 21

Alettear from the Abbot of Moumd Clivebo
has Jjust reached me, In it he tells me of the
plenbs he hos plemted in hie govden ond mine. e
is hopeful of planting seme others, smwnz whom
he reckons on you - that i, you oad your come
penions. He further soys th=t you have nlresly
eng-ged yourselvesd Of course, it 1o a grest
happiness to ne $0 ses you coming oud of your
gbabo of imperfection and enbrocing o perfect
gtate, Dut I must confess thvt I om very muach
gurprised that you ghould hove engeged yourself
without gpecking o vord of it %o uvs here, There
i2 something in 211 this thet I om unedbls to com-
prehends but I proy God that Ho cuide you, ec thob
you may do whotever 4g best for Nis honor ond your
own salvation,

9 P, Mluﬁmﬁﬁdl‘. MO Vol. Ve ne 87

20 o Yol. V1, pe B3. P, Migointtelll believes th-t the
otfs letter wip sent $o Ontharine in 1378, two yeors
before her dewbh,
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As you know, I huve novey «iehed oy dopired
anything oleu simoe X fived knuw you, thon thod
you should be delivered frem the wwily of the
werids I huve bthe sume wish 2881l, .nd I bope,
plesse God, to keen 4t to tho end, If you think
tho Holy Spirit osdls you to this sbobe, you
have done well not to resisd, «nd ¥ sholl be
corbernt, Vhen Hu calle, we omaet uvmswer, ¥ should
huve ey things to zay, bub I cunnct cnd will nob
say tham ab this Sime,

Although Mocond hes beon thiokine in terme of o very
holy life, he hse not oxpressed o definite desire to the
Abbod of bucoming un Ulivetcn moml:, The ovarconfidend AbLed
hae errived ot comolusions too quickly, interprebing, of
course, Stefanels intentions dy his own hepes; and becnuse
cf this musunderstonding, Cotherins is diseppointed and Hacond
is emborrossed.

However, in 1979, the very yesr before Jcdherine lecves
this earth te talke har ploce cmone (ed's Sulnts in Hesven,
gtefane confidos to his close friemd, Heri Pagliereci, thot
he nseds his proyers; for he is determined to bhrend himsglf
looge from the bonds thet hald him fast b0 the world, Time

muns one of the sapplicstory poseages in MYesonids lobtert a2

I ask you, =y kind brether, ot to ferged me, bud o
proy for me who cerbtednly nesd your proyers, thed God in
a2 goodnes:z nay deliver mo from the miserchle bomdege of the
world, and ghow in ¥B'A woy 1 moy beet serve Mim, And there
are two things by vhssR you con show thet you do not forget
net one is, thet you very often recormend me $0 cur deay
and veneroble Mother; ond be an good ne to do that ~t emoe,
before this lettor goen out of your homds, o thed yom may
not forgek it. The other ie, thut you write to me very,
vary often - o thing th't I embrect ce cormestly os I con,
especlally sbowk whet you promised, snd cloo when you hove
eny good neve cbhout the (lmweh, I om sure thet you would do
ge if you kne¥ what = grect cheriby 85 s

22 P. Misclovtelll, g, oib., Yol, VI, v. 7l
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stofane Moeoni is finmslly deliverel from Pbhe misercble
bondage of the world® in 1381, in which yeur he tekes the
Cartlmsian haobit in the Certosa di S, Pidlre di Ponbignane
outeide Siems, 26 This he does et the command of Catharine,
according to the testimony of his fellow-disciple, Ser Barduscioc
a1 Plero Camigiand, 2

Moconi'e rise in the Cartlmsian Order is very repid, >
He has soarcely emtered the order when he is named Prior of
his Certoss, In 1389, he is called zs Pricr $0 the new ond
splendid Certoss Yuilt by Gien Geleazze Viscontd in Miloamo.
Bine yesrs latar, he 18 eleated Frior-Gensral of his (rder,
in which capacity he surves until 1410, FHe is & second tinme
celled %o the Priership of the Gertosa di Portignone; then
he eorves in u similar cepacity ot the Certosa of S, Meria
dells Grezie nesy Paviz from 141l te 1421, There he dles in
1424,

24 Thie testimony iz comtained in a lettar sddressed by
Canlgiont te bia sisber Maric Petribond, who wee Shen
in the Convert of ﬁam Pﬂ.m ab Mouﬁimlu nmr mreme.
r. Gmttwanﬂ.. Laprerend 0P :

26 Ceo M, Boubrais, Jo
grencble, 1930,
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1f contemporery communications and depositions ore
acegpbeble ns supporting evidence in the courts of historiography,
then & two-fold proof of Cutherine’s epistolory spiritunl influsnes
wpon Stef~no Macond moy he introdused, nemely, cormunicsticnsl,
that s, almissive evidence found in letters written by
Stefano to Nerl Paglinresi; ond depositionnl, thet is, epedictical
evidence found in the %ostimony which Stefare gives under oeth
et the time thet o movemext 1w on foot to have the cultus of
Cetherine recognized by the Charelh,

In & comunicstion despetched o Nerd Paglieresi 2 o fow
doys ofter he hap entered the Carbhusizn monzstery ab Pontignano,
Stefano fells him thad he coannot econcesl from him the fapd
thot Cetherine has amply shovn in deed vwhot she had meny times
promised him vhen she was alive - memely, constont emcoursgencnd
and bhelp, ac that he mey one dey recch the road of spiritusl
perfection,

In cnother comrundcstion sert bo Ners /e this time written
ag Prior of his Qertoss - , Moconi grodefully speske to him of
the “spouse of obedience” which Catherine hes given him apd how he
hopes thet he will remain Godlg true servont te the end,

26 Thie letter is dated Moy 30, 1381, »P. Misciettelld,
w. Voi, VI, PPe V154,

27 This commrdcation beors the dube, December 14, 1282,
w’. Vol. VI' W. W‘%.
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“he "spouse of dhediance? given Ctefone beepuoks (o
totel fIfillment of the coomind fssued %o him by Catherine
in 1380, nemely, "And thee (Mefemo), in virtus of holy
obalience, I comuond in bie nsme of God $o go by vll neans bo
the Cerbtusian Ordsr, for God hay eslled and chosen thee to
that,* 7B

The fulfillmend of Onbhering’s finsl wish may be regerdsd
es the crowning rewerd of Btefanols perseversnse ond fortitude
«nd the prossecution of the Haintls cobechisticsl epistles. Hor
dees he, who 18 Leber bo roceive the t4tlo of Blessed, hesit«to
to cémit his indebbtednes: to Gutherine, In %the poesege that
follows below - which §s to be found im bis pro-cunonizetion
testimony », Gtefumn confassees thot next o God ond ths Virgin
Rary, the ome 8o whom he owes the grestest debd of groditude for the
chznge &n his 1ife, is (atherine of Siens. Thie 42 the very signi-
ficont and mesnineful peregwapht -0

Buk I cennob pass over in silencs thot ofter
God ond the most Blessed Virgin Mary, I fsel more
indebted to the holy virgin Cotherine thon to any

other cresture in the warld, and if there hos aver
baon gy eoof in me I owe 1t %o her,

B8 P, Grottanelll, op, cit., pp. 163 ot soq,

20 The complebe text of Stefonn's twﬁimmiwl lwtw
ia pubnahm in Letin by Ve«H, Lenvert, I} Procespo
ghelleno, pp. “H-273, Perdtlnent exbreocte »s'.ﬂ-:
whaeh haw boen trangloted into Engliesh, nre given in
Appendiz B, of thig thesis,
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Ap has bosn seen, Cstherine, os an indermedistor,
has helped dring :bout & wondeyful change in Shefano®s
1ife, However, it muest be amphusized thad neither Catherine
nor her epistles have besn the ceuse of his conversion, The
asuse has been his own will, cided, but not tyrammized over,
by the Divine GQoodness,

What, then, the thesig-writer hos tried to ssbabliesh,
in the course of this chapbter, is the faot Shat o series of
circunstances, set in motion dy Catherinels apiritusl messeges,
has provided the oceasion which induces Stefeno’s will te

agt,

Troe it 4s thet Stefanote first meeting with Cadherine
dces help open the ays of his irtellest - o nascessary fogbor
for sceing the 1light of the falth, BPut f£2ith itself is nob
e 2ifY given to Stefenc by Cotherine, bLub vabther by God Hipe
sslf, Jor 1s his progress wp tha lodder of perfection attri-
Wteble to the Virgin of Sieme, bub to the grzoe of God, She
nerely provides the steps -~ the epiatles - $0 oid Lim upwards,

All of these epdstles -~ Swelve in mmumber - hsd not, wntil

recently, been avelloble for =n exominetion of their conterds
apd influoence on Sbefane, In faet, in 1938, Johanmes Jergene
sen, who hed spent much time in Slepa studying Cotherins’s 14€e
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and the spiritusl sctivities of har followers, spevks of
Bgight lebtears thst she (Cotherine) wrobe to hin (Maooend),® %
e know now that Cabherine’s letters to Mosoni mumber st lecet
twelve. 21 Only parbs of four of these lobters have been rub

L)
ixto Mnglish by Miss Scudder, 32

The thesis-writerfs modest contribution hos bewsn in
rendering into English the aibire corfentes of Shewu twelve
letters, in order the move 2ocurabely 4o cscertain the true
rolstion of couse ond effect in the choln of evenbs surrounding
Stefans?s apiritusl life fram 1376 to 1380,

If letters are afmigsible ue hisdoricul meterisl, then
Cotherine's epietles are t0 be regurded us gemuing historical
meterisl, 50 They have, therefore, beon emmidned with the sole
rarpoes in wind $o determine in what way they heve been conaciously

been propared by Catherine to influence Stefuno,

Since Catherine io consbemdly owsy from hemo bebween 1376
enfl 1380 - daring the four years thut she dmows Stafons -, spending

30 J. Jorgensen, op, cit., p. 5.
&l These letters :re mwmbered as follews in ., Miuvsictbelld,

L QAW L+ ® COAEL I GOXCY R I x & Wi )‘;Iu () (.,m%-xo
COCXAXIV, Cc(ﬁm& COOXARIT, mm‘i Qﬂmﬂvxx I, QM‘LNI fo

32 Y. B, Scudder, gp, 0il., The 90308,

33 Cf, J, P, Mz’whﬂe zrbmla. "eclesinetical Medory®,
in The Cefbolic noweione@ic, Yole VIY, ppe 006300,
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ceneidersbie Sinme in Firenze, Beloure, Recca 4'0rdie,

Roma, Gemoe, «nd Vellowbroso, she has t¢ resord to lutbor-
writing to communieute her thoughts to her diseiples in Slens,
Beosuse she is unable personnlly te give her cnowers $0 a
large meber of (usstions of : epiritusl] ndure which urise

in Stefeno's mind, she pens her onswera $o him, with o delis
berate aim to influence him,

Of specicl inberest zvrs those lotters vhich P, Misciabtelld
colls Cotherine's first and last to Megond, °° for tharein the
thesis~writer discerne whot, in a sense, may be culled the first
end last sboeges of Stefono'e completo spiritusl conversion.

In the first eplistle, wo sec thst Stefam hne boen suffer-
ing from a grext deal of wurest, which ho experiences =ffer a
period of comperative quiety in the lest, we motice that Vaconi
is beginning to experience some measure of sutisfaction of mimd,
will, cnd emotions, Te be sure, the letters im bLetween, which
&re (uite likely the ones to which Jorgemesn refers, give an
incompleto spiritusl portruit of Stefeno, for therein wo woe
hin morely seeling the substamisl food of otromg foith, The complete
spiritusl portroid is, therefere, furniched by the Swelve epistles,
for in these we =re sble to discern visible signe of the thesis, ambi-
thesls, and oypbheeis of Befemn’s epiritusl conversion,

34 P, Visclottelll, op, cib,, Lobdewrs 0ROV .pd GOCLRI,
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To sum up? Wheb hwe deen shown is thed Sbofanc Vneowvd,
vho in erly youbh has beun given to punione yplecsure, is
led to the sbabe of spiritusl parfostion Ly the guiding bend
of Cstherine, the eplstlar, Delng closely abtoohed to hia
femediste fomily, he finde 3% extremely Aifficult, ob first, %o
break the ties which bind his %o his pevremds.

Cotherine's epistles slowly Wb curely begin te unfold %o
him the principles of revecled Benching. They point out te him
that pecoe connot como to him omsept tlrough perfection; =md Shat
advonceasent in perfoction 4o progress in 1ife vhich, for mum o
Godtn imoge znd likemess -, moans progreas in the MMvine Iife
given him by grace.

e, the Salmt®s lettere successfully explain %o Mocond
the fact thet men lives in God%s Only-Bogobdten Son in propore
tion to the degres of sumctifying grage thot Le in his (mozmda)
emil, Tharefore, a grect neesure of esnctifying croce meann &
high state of apiritusl vitolity; & smoll messure, low spiritusl
vitality,

It L8 w wmall wonder, then, thet Mocond meltes Ood the
term of his octions, Indsed, (od beoomes the objeet towsrds
which he attempts to direct all the enursies of his soul, Nor
i3 he forgetful of his benefocbrees, his Slmnsss Msemn®,

He 1s forever doing something, be it Lig or emsll, %o promote

her homor. He it 1s who tremsloftos inmbe Ttclion the Leprendn

Hinore of Fre Paewec Qeffapind, ond Sromamite o eopy of 48 ¢o
the King eof England,
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He &b is, too, who, in ceoperstion with inglund®e
Uilliem Flebe, carries on one of Cotherine’s works with
great success, namely, the resoncilistion of wnemies,
Put obout Williom Flets, whom the ISalians would rebher ecll
ffrote Ouglielmo Fleta® or °I1 Baoceliers Guzlielmo a¢Inghilterra,®
more will be s2id shortly,
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Stefend Mzconits friend, Willion Flete, the Carbridge
sducnted Avguatinien hermit who oventuolly becomes o menber of
Cothorine?s spiritual fmmdly, visite Puscony for the first time
in 1362, when the Diencse srimd is bub nn adelescett girl,

thit Catherine sees in this taciture snd ungrinly Bnglishoon
who speaks ISslisn imperfectly ond detests sin, vhioh hes virtually
emtrenched iteelf upon cart:in regions of the Itslisn paminevle,

15 revesled in the eix exbent lebtears * which the Sionese virgin
ddspstehes te Flete,

Of theze siz eplstles which the eaint of Slemn sddresses 0
trs English mgwmtindizn, only tlree sre aveileble in Buplish trons-
lation, It ia the contants of the thres lebbers = which this
writ«r has tuwrned inte the Roglish towrup, thed brine out Qutherinsts
Tugern tempersment, perhaps rore ¢lesyly Shim nny other sroup of
mesgages written vy har,

Csthorine, =a impotuons ond extrovert person, ie the
cpposite, tamperamertally, of Willd m Plebe, a phlegmatio and
introvert individuzl, Yet, Father Flete, vhom somo of his

Italion nsighbors scouse, probebly with szapearcliion, of tale-baoring

1 Only eix of Ootherino's ldbtare %o Fiode mm!.w. They e
mubered us follows in P, Miseinttelli's jpletolrxios
LXIV, LEVI, Lo3W11, COXXVII, COXOIZ, rnd VRS

&3

he thesis-writer hus roference to ledbevs LAVI, LWII and
GUVIE. These lebters appecy, roRpech Waﬂly@ in Yolunes I,
i1, ond 11X of ¥, Vioolattellide fpistol-odo,
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and exbro~continent:l bius, sucoube o Gutherins'e epistolary
finfluence gnd, finslly, dies in the odowr of aancbity.

Reoowined ne logicel connecting links, the eix labbors
digpatched to Tillismm Flete by $he saindly epiubler luy open
the fee$ thet the smud-in, dresmy md meditabive Lnglish harmit
is given somewhed $o tallking unwibtingly cbout the fenlbe of
those sboud him,

It iz Cotherine’s spirituwl messoges which polst ouwb to
biw his frailtieeni whergupon he $olzes the suim®s ndvics with
deep lmmility ond begomes more choritzble towsrds the drebhren
in his order and nleso $zkes on setlve part in revoncilisg fuude
ing familles,

How (atherine’s gpiritusl admonditions suocessfully impress
the idesd of & truly conscoreted affection upon Englerd®s schiolarly
snd solitude leving Williom Flete, conatitutes eno of the most
emwiting cnd inspiring epiritusl schiovements of the Slenaese
letter-arit e,

Flebte, occording to the Sianese virginte iofty stomfords of
spiritual perfection, appears Yo be lacking priwarily in the
virtus of apiebility, Idving his life in an fogustindam hormitis
¢ell in the FPorest of Losceto, IBely, he gives signs of having
beoeme egocentric, impstient, intolaremt :nd wn Witwrer of corping
eriticism znent his brother augustinicone,
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Cabharine goveafully conlyzes the parils theb boseb him.
Ono~sided ascebigism, shie podnbs ouli, is dungerons. s Tha
advises hin to be amisble - that ia, to bo sgreeshle and chegrPal
under all circungbonces, Andability, says the aaint of 3Slenn,
is noro then mere cweebness of bamper, It is thoughbfelness of

others? rights and feelinge. It is the unconsclious desire %o
give happinegss, born of huppiness,

Of course, she zbresses the all-lsportant fact that
Arother %illism con encoursgze the virtus of amicbility amly by
trying mot to gee the empoying clroumetances shoud bhim, sud by
putting away $he irritations =% the momant of Shelr oppoarance.
Andzbility, then, iz the mastery of solf, the subjechion of dlse
sgreasble noods and lmprtient toypers. T8 4= the ruling of the
evil spirit within ua,

In ordey effoctively to ralo onelsz spirdt, Cothorine 4one
tinues, ono met Lirst aley zelfewill, Tho zloyer of gelfenill
iz he vho feods of the trhle of nentbennme, 4z huphls opd Bood,
end lives no longer Yo hie own will, o $he way ~n3 sndrit of
the werld, It to the sole will of God, To he sure, 3% 45 he
whe censiders Ood in everything, who serves God in sverybhbing,
who mekes all the parde of his common 1ife perts of plety, by
doing everything in the nome of God, -nd wnder sueh rales ow
are canformzble to Miz zlory,

2 Cetherine elearly véviuses Brother ¥illdem "ot %o be nepe
iigent in following it (%he Way), and no% to sid yourself
down ip solf-love, dgnovartly £24)ing %o kuwow $he Way,
end prosuspiuously wishing to choose it afber youy cwn
fashion® ("Hon siste vol dungus neglicerde s semuitariag
ponandevi o sedere con mmove proprio 41 vol, o con ignornugie
4% non cognesears le via, ¢ oo presunsions 41 volerla
xﬁax?w a vostre mpdo®}, P. Mieslabtelli, gp, cib,.

my Pe “ ]
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In excmining the spiritwl cdviou which Gotherine
gives to her ¥gon in religlon® in the relevomd epistle
cited below, one nobes that the suinbls desire und purpose
is 6o lend Mobe, from what cpesrs Y0 her to bo his epiritually
imperfect mamner of living, to the spirituslly perfect woy of

1ife. Tims runs one of the moed persunsive ond most beaubiful

counsel imbued passcges which Cethorine hos over writtent 4

Ch, purified and pucified mimie, who ore clobhed with
the ewest gorment of the Lemd, Hie love and cheriby,
end whe foed sb the Scble of holy desire Lecsmune,
having attuined in gred idght, you moy pertcke of
the hely food « you 4o not lose time in egoepbing
folse judgnente, elther of the servearts of Jod or of
the servants of tho world, Tou do not tcke offence
at ony oriticism, aither sgeinsd yourseives or
othere, Your love towsrd God upd your neighbor is
well poverned snd nod ungoverned, And beomuse it e
govarned, such nen ns thess, de-rest son, nevey telte
offence at thoss whom they love; for cppearnnces ore
deoad to them, und they hove submitted thamsslves pot
$0 be guided by men, bub only by the Holy Spirit,
See, then, these enjoy in this life the pledge aof
1ife cteormal,

Yiould thet I could see you and the other urimowing
sons reach this light, for I see that this perfection
io lagking %o you :md %o ethers, For, were it mot
lecking to you, you weuld not heve fzllen into such oribicim
and offence and false judgment, aw %o scy :nd believe
that another man wae guided end magbersd by ths will
of the eresture cnd not of dhe Crecher,

Throughowt her series of epletolery sermoms, Cotherine
continues Yo lay particuler amphasis upon the trus memnings of

4 P, Visciottelll, gp, ¢ib., Vol. X, ppe /45743, 4 lensthier
axkreot from this commniendion {8 cppoended to this Shesis
o oddembum %07,
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toleyense, emdsability, justice snd love. For insbonce, she ewplzine
to TMete and to some of his temporarily nmisgudded componions
that toleronce does not mean kegping omeself aleof, or mere
affebleness, It must spring from the depths of true love
end emicblensas; for oll love and affection thet tends to purify,
ennodble, elevate and Christisnice one's fellow.-men, is born
of a desire to do Gedie will, 6 Thas, there can be »o love
without Justice and mo justics without love, Une 48 the cowter-
part of the other, bvhat is, then, needed by the misguided scul
ig an awckensd senee of Justics 4in ardar to correct the wrong or
tole~bearing znd the soying of urkind things. %o be ewre, en
aroused sense of justice demends of the misdirected soul thet he
he godly o8 well =g manly.

Bor does the Siensse epistler lecve Brother Williom withoud
a method of cttaimment, &he tells him $0 be stesaped through
faith and practice in pesitive quslities, =nd then ke will not
heve time for negebive qurlities, Just ws living anbirely in the
flesh extinguishes the flame of %hs spivit, se the comtrory offect
will be produced by living in the spirit,

With Catherine, the grestest positive virtues are eharity
end love, She uees these terme inberchongenbly; for, gurg
(dear) menns to her a love (gmore) which esbemws the beloved ot
a high velue,

5 The Sieneve virgin says to Brother Tilldsms *I tell you
that <8 soom 2e tho soul bss opensd (bhe sye of) the
undersbending, she beoomes the lover of Godis homor ond of
eroatures, She beoomes the lover of sufferings; and she
dslighbs only in crossbesring with Mim" {Dicovi che subiso
the 1ianime ha operbo lo intendimento, diverbe mmabrice
delltonore ¢4 Pio e delle cresbure; divenbs smedvise A
psust o non sl dilebt: sltro che in croce con lud,?)

2, mmﬁ-ﬂt#ﬂu. w.g Y0l xxs Pa e
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Adbering o the trus (hristimn interpretstion of echarity,
she emphasizea, especially for ¥illiom's seke, thot Oed, our
primery “matural object® of churity, we musd love with an
sbsolubte love = with & love vhich {o not referred from Him $o
another belng, However, ss childran of God we muet love one
anpther. In dodng 20, we love curselves with charity ve ths
children of the Henvenly Fother., This cherity denotes a form
of friendship, Catheorine expleins, which {s extended to cur-
selves as reflecting or represexting Ged, Who mode ue with s
own Hond snd ¥hose image we besr, o motSer how wmworthily. O

ghe, therefore, poinds oud %6 Frotello Flebe thot owen cur
grestest enemies must be loved, incermch as God, the infinitely
attractive Belng, is seen in them, His children, no metter how

oéious may be their deeds. The following is e subsbenbiscl portion

€ Caotharine divects Flebe's sttenbion to the faot thot
4(God) crested us for His own honor snd glory, ond that
we might Gasbe ond enjoy His eupreme and sbermal gifte®
?(Dio) e4 ered per gloris ¢ loda del nomo euwo, ® perche
godessino o gugbomsimo i)l sormo od werno bens suoe® .
?, Msolattelld, op, cit., Vel., 1II, p. 302,
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of the Siensse Mystic's admonibory missive on Yhe Sopordznse

of loving one’s neighbori v

Let your love for your neighbor be cloan,
love, love one umother, TYou aro neighbors one
of the other, INb be on your gusrd, for if your
love wers founded in your own profis or in the
private affection which you might have for one
enother, it would ot cndure, but weuld fail, =nd
your soul would fimd itmelf empty. The love which
48 founded in God muat be of euch a asort that 4% has
to love with regord to virtus, and insemich se $hs
friend is & orecbure made in the imsge of God, Iexr
while delight in him vhen I love, or profit from him
may grow less, if one zbides in God love dves not
fail, becouso one loves with regord to virdue ond
the honor of Qod, ond not 4o one's own personality,

i say that if one sbides in God, oven if virtue
shouléd feil in him who loves, yet love doss not dwrn
eway, The love of the virtue which 4s not there
foile to be sure; but ib doses not foil 4n e0 for as
& nen i a ovesture of God, His mesber, bound in the
nyeticol Lody of the Holy CGmrsh, H ay, there grous
within one o love made wp of grest and tyue compasg-
slon, «nd with desire he brings his friend to the
birth, with tears and sighs and coxtimanl proyers in
the sweet Prosente of God,

7 Cothewine's missive wue addressod "Po Brother Villiem cmd
to Messer MeSteo, Reotor of the Wisericordisn, and %o
Brother Bonti of Termi, cnd $0 Her Other Sons,?

P, Viscluttelll, gp, ci¥,, Vol, IV, pp. 229-280,
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Cotherine, nobioing thed har well-meoning but semeulho®
absent-minded spiritunl som ebandsin noed of huving the
epistolery spiritual lesson repocted more thop once, virturlily
commends him to observe snd sbtudy the memner in which Chrish
Crucified bore Mmeolf in esch cireumstrnce, in ovdar thit he,
Brether Williem, mizght leurn to imituate, or bettar to reprelucs

in hinself, Gis mannar of cobing, ©

ghe urges him to be lnmble os (hrist wes humble; for e
vords, Bis works, Fis viztues, His suffarings -~ nay, s perfoeh
endurance of shome ond hamilictions, croe the direct consegnsnce
of Bis lamility. Thus, the parfection of God-tho=Son's kumon
virtue is derived, in a cerdcin sense, from the perfection of
s homility, Indeed, Jesus wrs, in Mimaolf, ¢he perfect az-
vrassion of the bumility of ohildhood that He recommended to
Hie followers, as the fimal and sompleto flowsring of the Christion
spirit, He wes eminently the %child of Ged® znd honse minembly
burble with She groelous ond flewlese nmility of Lsmeculobe
ehildhood,

8 Oatharine, whore letter cbounds in poradigms, porenctically
polmbe out to Willism thet “They (wio wonld feed ot the
teble of holy desire) lose themselves, divesting themselves
of the 0ld man, their solfish desires, cnd arroy themsclves
in the now man, Grist sweet Jesus, following Bim menfully®
("Perdono loro medesimi, spogliandesi dell'uemo vecehio,
cioe delle propriz nensuelits, e vestonsd dedl’uome muovo
Cristo delce Gesu peguitzndolo virilmemte®], P, Massiattelli

Ap 58as Vole I, ppe D41-D43,
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with the paesege of btime, ¥lote's pleby imcrenses,
Sub 4t spresrs from o message conveyed to (ethering, thut
one stumbling-block, perhape a minor one, prevents Brothey
4114sm from resching the rond thet leads to spiritwnl per-
footion, Thies stumbling-stone is embedded in his dseire to
detuch himeelf from the fellowship of his drethren. In frot,
Cothierine reurimands him for contimuelly chesenmbing himself from
ths covent und for spending mmeh of his $ime in the woods with
his booke; for this habit has begua to cnmoy the Prior, whe,

1t seune, rust have informed the sainh of Slema of Flebe's

absences,

Vithout mincing words, Catherine preceeds $o reprove

Willism for his unbecoming confduct, in this mennert 9

I mast tell you on the part of our lLord,
that you ought to suy mess in the coavent more
then once & week 4f the Prior wishes 4., I would
even g2y thit you showld celebrate thers every duy
if that 1 his desive. Tou will mot lese grace by
sacrificing your comsoletions, Yeu will rather
€oin nmore in proportion ns you give uwp your own
will,

If we would show our hunger for soules and our
love of our neighbor, ve must mot be cticched to
consolations; ve mmst listen to other people‘n
troubles, :nd heve compassion on thove who sre
bound to us by the bonds of cherity. It is o grest
fouls 4f you do not do this,

® P, Meciattells, gp, cit,, Vol, 1I, 1p. 26=27,
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Does Villfcm iisben attertively to, and follew hanbly,
the bulk of Catherine’s apiritusl ndvico? It svise veseeaebis
to wtertain an affimctive beliel, Cme of twe or three
important faots would certainly fupbify tide beilef, It 43 the
faot that Cathevine sees £t to oonfide to FPlete the doctrine
of holy hate, Had he not progressed upon the road of spiritual
saorifiees, she asmredly would notb hove felb free Yo reveal
$0 him g0 imparfsné o tesching,

Phis teaching, upon which her amire epiritucl creed may

be sald to rest, the suintly epletler dlctsbes to Niele of

Lecceto abous four yesrs before her desdh, The eecentisl part of

1%s combents is revesied by him in ths foliowing wordus *°

The hely mother, spesking of herself ws of o thivd
person, said that in the beginming of her Llluminetion
shs plaeed as the foumdsticn of her whele 1ife, in
epposition to self-love, the stong of salf-lmowledge,

which she separated ixnbo the t(kree foliewine little sdones’

PThe first was $he comwideration of hexr cyeution,

The second wos the conslderstion of her redeuption. The

thisd wes the zonsideraticn of her own eing,

From thees thvee ounellerebiona there arvse within
her a0 grezt 2 habred seainst herself, thot she desired
nhhing whebever confuymoble to her owa will, bub only
to the will of God, Vho, 28 she alrecdy kmew, willed
ovthing oud her good, Feom this 1t folleved that svery
tridulation or Srisl wes t0 her o metter of pleamms
amfl delight, mot culy becauss b come through the will
of God, buf sleo bhermse sha eaw harself %o be Shercby
pardshed «nd ahagtlased,

(s

10 'ﬂill.&m mma, ummmm_wmm

ks 1 S50 B e Wi?z.?fé B«mm’&ﬂ af bhe f”mrin& e o
lw w ﬁ' m’». sy 4B OB Wm to the Qisle
The oxigin:gl comserd 8 mombered MS,T. 1Y, 7, which 48
to be found in the ﬂ&bli@bm Mandodpelo of sum. Bady.
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Poken togetha?, Ccdherine’s sesruebly dictabted oredo
and the evistles written o Vliebe form Lemabiful lusoons
in love, churity, Justioce, Soler:ance, ond omicbiiity, Upon
the virtus of amirbility - which muy, in & sense, be called
the orown of churacter - shie lays umisunlly gresb stress. &She
fortifies hey counsels spd cdmonitions by combimunlly drawing
illustrations end porelliel examples from Holy Seripture ond
the life of Christ,
For imstance, Qotherine exhorts Flete %o be friemdly us
Jesus Himself wes friendly, She reminds him that no esrfhly
cresture hes ever made 80 many sacrifices for a friend cs
Christ has made for us, 8¢ grert hee beon His love for men
thot He even lald down Hie 1ife for His fricnds. In fack, He
bas done more than this for us, Vhen we were Hle canemies, Be
rede us his friende, =nd then le surrendered His 1life for ws,

1% 4= well Yo remerber, orye Catharine, that in coquirxing
our friendship, Ho hos nothing to gadn. In being deprived of
our friendship, He hoe nothing to lose. Vie are sll the gringre
in en)oyire Me bicssed sociedy. Ve sve cll the losers vhen
it ip withdrewn from ve, Ve come to Mm empty-hended, or if
we have onyy zif% to offer Mim, 1% is the fruit of His boumty,
He comes to us laden with gifte, He bringe to we joy und ine
terior sunshine. Fo brimgs ue pescs opf tranquillidy of herrd.
The words which He apoke %0 us im the Gespel linger in oupr
memory like some deliclous fregrance,.
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It behooves oll moxkind, combizmce the virgin of Slemn,
to reflsct uwpon the faob the Jesus® frieadship rmd love for
nan bespesks true aminbility, I ie imperstive, then, thed
men follow in Ris footsteps., Alwoys remember, shé caubtions
the good Fricr of Leccebo, that it ig essembisl to Srue friend-
ship thst it be reviprocal. A one-sided otisckment con never
be caelled friendship, In the judgmemt of mankind, there 1s
o crime so base as ingratitude towards o friemd, Our Bsvior
bore in silerce the injurles and insults offered to Fim during
His pessior, Thurs wus one offemte wuich ezdorted from Hix the
expreseion of peinful amotlom, and that woue the trecchery of
Judss, whum he had associsted omong His speciel friends,

That Catharins’s eplstolsry lessoms do make a Adstinet omnd
indeliblo dmprint upen the wind cnd 1ife of Brother Willlem, 4p
ebtestod to by those of his combemporavies who imow him well,
and 4is fresly =édmitied by the Mgustipion fricr himself,

Trms, the notery cnd disoiple of the epistler of Siems,
Ser Cristofano di Oeno Guidind, who hae left us his mumoirs of

Catherine, osmures uve that Fle@e has $aken ~11 her orsl end
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written admonitions in good pert, for he is debtermined b0 per-

fect himself spirituslly, 1

Father A, A, Tanbucci, the trenslator of the third
part of the Supolem

eptyuin written in lLatim by Flebe's othay
cont emporary, Fre Tommaso Caffuriat, informe ws thet “cfter
Catherinets death, Fra Guglielmp Flete drew up & compendions
lezand of the prodigious virbues of the Seint in the form of
2 sermon, or panegyric, Our auwbhor (Tre Temoso of Siens)
states that both whilst living in Slens and also at Venlee he

had often seen this sermon.® 12

Indeed, it is Brother Williom Flebels omn entomizstiosl
worda, =8 they are embodied ir this sermon, which prove be-
yond a doubt the fact that the seimdly epistlerts influence on

hin 18 great 2nd that his love for her is profound., Thus runs

Ve yp. 3 ff. Wo IP. Msciatteiu. who writes that
#5he spam to dm [Willimm |with severity, not fesring $o
offend him,..But the dngliehmen listensd %0 her ond honored
her more with ndbility thon flabtery® (Bl porls severo,
mon tenendo dveffenderlo.,, ¥ 1%Inglese la intese, @ onore'
lei con nobilite piv noblle dlosni eldegie®). Op, cit..
Vol. 1, v 3&4, Footnote #1.

A-A.
paann Lok ar

T6 1o found in Vol V. of 5 Giatses @gg, Toooe 1754.
Reprinted, Rome, 1866, ’ ’
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& pertinent portion of this pamegyric:

How meny blasphaners, obstinrte einners grown
old in vice, «pd those who hud nover nsmed the n:me
of God, or obeyed Mis Chmrch, uwere by hor [Cebherine’s)
mesns converted und brought to penuncel She despised
no one, she rejected no one, not even the grectest
sinners., &he welcomed all who cume to her, sometimes
prostrating +nd kneeling to them, ot other times
pressing thom to her heert., She suffered meny to
kiss her hond - she, the border of whose pormemts thay
were not worthy to touch,

Yioe to us, her children, unworthy of the nsmel
%06 to ue, beccuse we cun no lonzer heve recvarse $o
that most sweet mother ) %hat tesching she would give
w8, how to live, :nd how to direct our sculs}

Alss, we cob no more yYun b0 her os we used to do,
saying, 'Let us go, let us go nnd see owr swouberd
mother §' MNever more shall we recd those letters dicteted

by the Holy Spirit. Never more shell we be fed with the
food of her fomilior vords, never nuver mWore,

This is, infesd, a berubiful $ribute to (utherine. However,
Hillieam Flete, cho hos csoended from virtue to virtue, ond hns
grown every Oamy more holy, is fully cognisamd of the faot thed
spiritusl perfection ccn come only by Idvine help,

Bot hes mot Cotherinos reminded him thet without God men
can do nothing? Of course, zhe has,

She, %00, it 43 vho hus combimslly strapsed the foat thed
the perfection of man is measured by the perfection with which
he tonds to seek snd attech himself to God, DPubt the human will

w
A .,‘,,.»); OFie €% 4 ik 8% QAY B, ta :‘IXXW 1@140 Ppo Mﬁ.
The orizinsl Mﬂ. appesrs o8 0od. ‘E*.me? a8y, 8, 17, in the
Biblioteso Mumiedpsle of Siens, Ibsly.
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must first prepere itself for Gods .nd thie preporction of
the will comnot teke place without moritorious works,

However, Catherine tells Mebe nothing with vhich ho fe
not olready familieri for he 4s o priest of the Chavrch apd
a spiritusl writer of scme repute, 14 A ony rote, becsuse
he is zmxious to improve himself spiritually, he consents to
1isten to Cotherins, "the servint and slove of the servorts of
Jesus Christ,® she, the "™Mamme Spiritusle®, feeds him the
necessary spiritusl food, for which he eonstontly lengs ond
esgerly consuwaes, 15

But beczuse she helps lesd William to the table of Holy
desire, may she be regavded s the principal comtributor to
his victory in the battle for spiritusl perfeotiont To think
so would be an ubtter presumption,

It is true that Catherine, by mozne of her lebteds, urges
Willi:m to proceed fe-rlessly omayrds in his bettle :gsinst povre
nicious Anfluences, However, sbe acts merely 28 an waxiliery
mover, The Prime Mover is the Holy Ghost, Who, finding thad

14 TFlete has been credited with the followiw writsmgs.
baaldea thome alrmﬂy ctﬁe&z (baecro D

angilels, %l. Parisils, apuﬁ I‘ionmxm Thim“ry. & &whasunnm

Cramodsy, 1619, Pom, 1, p. 5721, A arebch of Fletels
spiritusl spd litercry 1life is given ian Appendixz D ot She
ond of this diesertation,

16 Cf. Pothor louwrem, who, hrving re-edited the Fleto
correspondence, observes a truly gresd desire on the
part of the Mmgustinisn frier for epiritunl mbrimend.
Mo=H, Lazurent, "m uwma ineditis fr, Willelwd deo
mm&u in LBEOLOON S AUSREE ANAGNG | Pam, WIIX 1%&@
mﬂ. 303‘397'
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Blesuod ¥i1ldom Fleto 2 nag subiued his own will emd
properly prepared himself for grose, motiouns him to turn
himself te the Ibernsl Fether,

In conclusion, severcl facte hovo bean dntrodueod, im
the course of this chapter, cnext tlw cose of Willicn Flete.
As o piddle-aged clergymon holding cn ceudenico degree from
the fumous Cembridge University, he olects %0 sabtle down
smong the Angustinisn frisrs of the Convent of the Weod «b
Lecceto, Iltaly,

Hewving been smong these friers bub » short time, he
decides t0 lesve thelr compeny for o quister plove in the
Joresis of Ieocebo, where he devotes the whole duy to worke
of penance snd to study, returning to the coaverd only ab cusk,

Verd rezches Cstherine, with whom he is soquuinted bub
vhom he does not often see, that Flote has begun o eriticize
his bdrethren ond thot he is placing tco zrest on emphasis
upon self-moxrtification. A series of eplobles is despotched
te him by Catherine, vwho unfolds $0 him the true meaning of
ombpbility und slso poinds oud $0 him thib the conquest of one'e
will is more impertent thon the mortificstion of one’s body,

She ndvises him, sbove 211, not %o mex his perfection by meking
himgelf a judge of those zbomt him who de not wish $0 follow his

spiritusl exermmple,

16 Flobe enjoyed smops hie own Wrethren the repubte of
sunctity, The English Jopustiintiore refer to him as
“the Blessed Willlun Flebe.” o, Fits, Jog, gib.
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He novw begine more sericusly to cumbemplnte the
spiritunl side of his belnr, Is begius to ebwiy the Splriy
of Christ, His sbtitude, ond His disposition, bt.p He nok
brotherly snd friemdly te ull? Imdeud, %0 Jesus brothorliiness ie

the essencse of true religion; fellowsldp is cardiu.l nd indispenssdle.

As Cethisrizne =0 well tells Williom, bretherlincss
expresses itself in compenilonship, comsmnion, cnd eo-opar:tion.
He who i careful to nmortify hls body bub 2o inddifferent e
fellowship, is wknowing of the fundamentals of spiritual

sérfect isan,

It hae, finslly, been seen thut Outherins hos oot played
the role of chief comtributor to Flete’s success alonz the
réad $o perfection. Sho hae acted merely oo on instrument,
whose epiztlos have gulded hirn &n the knovledze of the Spirit
of Jemus Christ and the love thut honers Hiz Wothey,

it is, egrin, o2 on instrument thot the scind of sSiens
hkelps mold Mlabels co-diseiple, Rodmonfo do Cepus, inte =
veliant soldior of Christh ormy., Dut the Cepus cuse is due for
zn snzlysis in the next chepler,



CHAPTER V

RAIMONDO DA CAPUA: A4 MANFUL KNIGHT OF CHRIST

The person in Catherine's later life who probably receives
most of her "sweetest spiritual reprimands" is Blessed William
Flete!'s fellow-ecclesiast, Beato Raimondo delle Vigne da Capue,

a descendant of Pietro delle Vigne - the statesmsn who once held
the post of Chancellor to Sicily's mighty Emperor Frederick II.

Fra Raimondo, who in 1374 is officially appointed Catherine'!s
last confessor, is well equipped to act as her spiritual adviser,
Her has had a diversified experience, He has authored a commentary
on the "Magnificat" and a biography of Santa Agnese of Montepule
ciano, and has been prior of the Minerva at Rome, director of the
convent of Dominican muns of Santa Agnese at Montepulciano, and
professor of theology at San Domenico at Siena.

However, Fra Raimondo's profound learning and commanding
position as confessor do not deter the saintly letter-writer from
issuing spiritusl admonitions to the good Dominican friar,

It must be remembered, though, that Catherine's Italy is
ruled by pleasure and guided by chance. It is an Italy inhabited
by those who, observes the saint, "poison and devastate the garden
of the Church," 1 Quick is she, therefore, to summon the aid of

all her disciples to help check the expanding wave of sin; and

1 N. Tommaseo (Zd.), Le lettere di S. Caterina da Siena,
Vol.. III, pp. 114, 159 et seq,
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those who hesitobe oven momerterily to manifest thelr undivided
love of Christ and His Hely (mrch, receive immedictely hor
epiesolicnl redukes,

The etiology of the discase which hos boen abtudl-lng the
true and livine raligion of Chyist, as well se the mnmner in
which Raimondo is depubtized to combat 4%, i» uniguely deplebed
in Gotherine's epistlos o her sonfessnr, to whom ehe semis ob
least severbosn. 2 Up until the presext time, oanly sight lobtore
had been pud into the tongmoe of English readers. The rem=ining
nine letters 8 hove besn turned from thely original Tusgan VOTAw
culer into Boglish by tho thesis-writer,

The disease that befalls Italy is of o two-fold maburo;
physical ond morel, HBiologlcally, it stems from throe major
ills: Piret, the Bubonic Plzgue, which blasbe Italy in 1340,
1348, ond 1361; second, the gondotiierl, who sworm over the
Itelian peninsuls like locuste; third, the Italisn tyrapbe,
vwho give thomeelves to dissipntion and eruslty.

imong the most wicked eviledoers of this period, ie ttilen's

2 Editor P, Misclattelld hie cssigned these eplstles the
following Remcn mmeralst VII, €, CII, CIV, GCRI, OCKAVI,
COXIx, CCOLAVIX, CCLXYIZ, GGMAHI, GoLIY, mx.wc CGKCW,,
Gccxm GCGCX: ».AIILG cccmv, and c,,wmvm

oY

Beleremce is made to the lebtors which fellows VII, 0,

GII, OIV, CCAXVI, COLXXV, CCLXX, COUX'X, and GGGX XILL,
hege lettmm and eleo the eight ari@izwlm from which
Fpglish traznslations were mode in 1905 by Mies V. D. Souddew

wro distributed throoshoud flV@ uf the six volumon of
Signor Mecisttelli's pietolorio,
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$yrant, Bernobo Viscomti (1854-1386), the archeensry of the
Aposbolds See. To the distinguished Florembine citimen, Mocole

Soderini, whose State hos allied itself with Viecombi in o wax

sgaingt the Papacy, Csbherine sppeslingly writes in this munert

What is sweebter Bhan peces? I% wee the lueb
will and testement which Jesus Chwist left to Ilis
diseiples, vhen He sald, 'You shall mot be kmown as
¥y disciples by working miracles, nor by forebelling
the fubure, nor by grest holiness shown forth in 11
your sctions, but onmly 4f you shall live together in
charity omd peage and love.? So grest is my grief ab
this wor ehich will destroy so mony cmong you, hody
and soul, that I would readily, if it were pessible,
elve my life a thousund times %o atop b,

In a2 nore tremchoant ond unsparing languege she upbraids
Viscorti for his unjust action aguinst the (hmreh, £he condemns
his sacsrilegicun sbaond tlmal B

gince the Viesr of Christ is so firmly oebablished,
and of such virtue znd power, that he can open and
close the door of darnel 1ife, wren't we, cerrpt
nesbers snd rebellicus childven, uttarly stupid to
carry on a wer agadngt him? Vell do we ses, that
without kim we can do aothing, If you sve sgalnst
Holy Mother Chureh, how can you pertake of the Blood
of the Son of God? For, remamber - the Chmareh is Chriet.

But CGathering desires more thaep peace :pong the enemies of
Carist and His Viecar on eurbh, &ho wents, in oddition, & renovation
of morels, the extirpation of evil; vherefore, she inimatelly divects

4 1N. Tommaseo, op. cib,, Vol. III, pp. 13, 14,
B L. Perretti,
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Pre Reimondo to spread vigorously tlwe VYord of Chried, Whom
ghe continuelly calls the WPrimel Trubh® ond tho Mmmblo rad
trmoculate lamb of Peace,” O

To be sure, Huimondo rugt become o ferrless Fnmight of
Christ; for, as she vividly though sorrowfully $e6lls him, the
Chareh $8 becoming “pole through loss of blood which has besn
dreined by insatisble devourers.® 7

Slowly, clmoet $imidly, Neimondo emberks upon his spiritusd
carpedgn againet the foes of God and Trubh, His apporent timidity
ennoys Cstherine; whersupon cshe writes him, ®with the desire e
880 you risen sbove your childichness” 8 und to sea you ghed your
milk tosth and eat bresd, tho mustier the better,® ¥ in order the
bettar to espouse the Noble ewmmse of Christ ond His Qdzweh,

Dut 4s Brother Raimonde reclly afrazid to inbensify his
campoign agalnet heartless tyrummy, blood=fends, debouchery, »pd
anti-cluricaliom? It con herdly be thousht so indeed, he 46 a
men of deep thought ond deliberation, ond not easily deceived by
whet ho sess and hears, 10 s he not, 28 first, skepticel of Cotherine’s

6 ¥. Misglattelld, gp, Git., Vol. I1I, pp. 271226, pPp. 266=-270%
Vol, IV, pp. 10=143 Vol, ¥V, pp. 148156,

K. Tommaoeo, $n; o4b,. Vel. XTI, pp. 173174,

8 P. Misciattelll, op, cit., Vol, V, p. 96, Tho Tuseon versicn

Tunz thos: "Cop deslderio di vodervi sepissd lwvoto dolls
tunciullezzs vostra,Y

? Did., Vol. ¥, pp. 96, 98, BLauelly interesting s her Juxbteposed
horhamﬂ-.y exprossion, nomelyt "Sbudiancel 04 mettero § Qortd
gravati dell'odic e dellvsmore® (Lot us be imtad upon fuxw
nlshing ourselves with the permensnt tesdl of keto smd love®),

28, G4,

i0 Bejmondo delle Vigne do Copma, Lemends., 1%, =14.0,
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vislons and revelations? Doos he mot hesitobe to reeord se
gospel truth evarything that she ond somo of her ddsedples
tell him cboud her meszeges from Hesvent Is he xnot cmused by
her uncompromicing otend in Ghristiandty? Doee be nob sppeer
to be irked by her ceasaless cbtempbo to foree her vill upon
hin za the will of Almigity God?

But she, who feels hur wiwle life is an fet of Fnith,
convinces Brother Huimonde of her sineerity ond self-imposed
spiritusl mission, For, ones dey, he exslidmgs "Werily thou
(Catherine | axt the true bride and dissiple of my lord and my
dod,® 1}

Yot, he severnl timcs dimappoimts Qotherins by his poesive-
ness and spperent slowness in execubing her commonds, Tms, for
his specis] benefit, she conveys to him her ides of on exemplery
“napful knight of Ged the Som" (Poavaliere virile del Figlic 44
110%) 32 1t 1s he, ssys she, who Joyously ond emltingly bears
Spain, triumphs and vexstions for (hrist (rucified® ¥ ona eho
helps cast out of the Temple thoge who vend ond purchase the
gifts of the Toly Zpiris, 9

i1 W galla Vigne da Capus, gp, Cit., 5. ix. & ot seg.g

iz P, Milciatfmlli, m, Tole XIL, Po Be
13 Jbig., Vol III, pp. 228-723,
14 ¥, Temoseo, gp, cit,, Lebter 719,
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She conbimues in this vein: Christ?s mcofel knight"doss meb ovedd
blau“:w nor dose he flee or grieve im “$he time of dorkness, sinse from
the darkness 14}t is born®, '° whs Sienmcse epictler then lectures Bimondo
on how the manful knight of the Redoemer may becoms perfectly virtuous by

successfully combeting sll memner of evil, 'nd how ho should prefer desth

rather than offend Almigkty God, L7

In spite of her extwrtations, Catherine mubsesmently discovers
that she has expected too much from Pedre Ruimends, From this scholarly,
yet aimple, modest and over-csubious, Pominiesn she hes demcpded unbounded
heroien and sought for him contimul sorvow, herdships, and even the chance
to offer his life in ex:lted sserifice for the trensgressicns of mepkind,

espacislly for the sins of those who ore eslumnicting Chriet®s Church wnd

besmenring her fuoe, 13

The contents of =% lenst one-h:lf of Cetherine's lebtews %o her
Daminicon confessor indicete that, in the middle of her cesseless struggles

15 p, Miseisttelll, op, cit,, Vol. III, p. 202,
16 Ibig., Vel., IiI, p. 228,
17 Did., Vol. 111, pe 224,
18

Gfe Vo P. SBeudder, who snys this of the goed Father Ruimondog

"His figare might well hove belonged to the trecento rather

than to the more stremous age that followed. He wae the
simplest, the most modest of men - zlbeit by no mecns lecking

in homely shrevdnese,.. Qatherins, like moeh uplifted natures,
demonded herolum from those deny %o her, ns o matter of course,
Gthers wish for thelr beloved emse, delichts, the aratification

of epbition and desire; Cotherine sought for them sorrow, hayde
ships, the opportunity to offer their lives in exslted scorifice
for the sins of the world, she craved for tham enly less possiom
stely thon for herself, the crovning grace of mertyrdom, "

0a. 0185, pe 323, Gf, aleo Fother ¥.oH, Leurens, whe preises
Blessed Baimondo's shility as on cmbosesdor, inm "S, Caterinc

da Blens o 41 B, Baimondo dr Qapun, arbogeldstore delle 5, Sede
presso Cerle V,® in gbudl GCoterinisnd, Pom, XIX, 1956, Ppe 181,
But of,, %00, Fether B, Cartier, one of the lster French Cobtherine
writers, who prefatorily sketohes the life of Baimondo in

B IAD 08 S, Grbherins dg Blanne, Peris, 1863, Hza & therge
from will be found in Jppendix B of thiu"bh%ia. et
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with tho nes-crucificrs of the Son of God, Doimonde does neb glve
her the undivided assistiunce thot she begs of him,

Yub, in a portion of the axdstle which fvllowe below
the Stenese suint does not reprosch him bitterly for his lisk
of coursgei rother, she is understonding wnd even cpprecizbly
courteous, though she reveals in nearly overy parugraph the senps
of solituds which the wnexpected lock of action of her coufessor
haa exused herd 19

Seemingly, 1f I irterpret yowlebter correctly,
you hove expecienced many diverse bettles ond troubled
reflections, through the decelt of Sotenm wnd through
your own feerfulness, it sppesring $¢ you that a burden
had been imposed on you greater than you could bvear,
You have not sectodl to yourself obrong enough for me
t0 mecsure you with my mecsure, end on this secound
you hove been in doubt lest my =ffection ond love o
you hsé diminished,

Let not your eyes see thinge es impossible to do,
nor the $torment thet moy followg bud let them see with
the light of foith thet through Christ Crucified you
¢an do all things, and thot God will not impose =
grectar burden than can be borne,

1 love you immsssursbly for your szlvation, s=nd
dasire with gresd eornestness $0 sov you in the stade of ths
perfoct; therefors, I proy you with meny words, and
I use reproaches with you, in order thot you mey return
cortimially to yourself, I have done my bost, ond I
shell do se, to nske you agsume the burden of the pore
foct for the honor of God, snd osk s goodness Ho make
you reuch the last stobe of parfection,

19 P, Misclattelll, gu, cib., Vol, ¥V, pp. 148-156,
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Bt upon how many more Srunge® In the ladder of spiriducd
perfection mist Rofmondo da Sapua lay his honds before Colherine
will allow herself %o soy $o him "perfect "7 Is it really
poasidle thet physical and meral courage hes time for prevented
him from reaching ™he last sboge of perfection®? It would herdly
be fair to say so,

To be sure, coursge of i48olf is neither good nor bad, JIts
worth depends on its exereiss, As Cutherine repsutedly teolls
Reimondo, it %ckes ooursge to espouse the ceuse of Christ and
Choreh and sbend virtusally czlone ageinst the abteoks of brutal
Syramy, blesphemy, =and Ampiety. In feot, to espouse o rishtecus
couse often requires, Cotherine polnmbe oub, more courage than to
lead & churge in battle, DPut, then, Chrisd loves snd admires the man
who dsres %o look Satzn in the face and $ell him franikly thet he §s
Satan,

Getherine, writing quite boldly to her conmfessor, srye to him
that, “nms grown-up pereons, leb us run to the battlefield, amd, once
there, let us ploee ourselves in - stromg ponflon, with one cross
in fromt ond cnobher behind us, in order thot we may mot flee," 20

It is, therefore, cbvious that it Ao the Siensss Virgin's
dosizja thet Reimondo serve Jod boldly, Time, she commemds him more
Shan once that he throw himeslf boldly imto the batble amd, if need
be, "zive his 1ife for Christ Crucified.® “* This, axpladns she,

20 P, Miseiettelli, op, cib. Vol. V, p. 98,
2 m.o Yol, IIE P 119,
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48 the esgence of courage. I is the doring to do what is
right, It is imspired by virtue, honmor, mercy and justice, I%
bespeeks a resistance $o fewr - nay, o mastery of fear., I% is
coursge in men that ensbles him to muet danger ond herdshdp withoud
fesr, and to overcome it., VWith Gatherine, then, the expression,
"o take cournge®, is synonymous with the other, *to have heart." a2

Reimondo, who, like William Flete, prefers Vo cutside acbivity
his books and the quied of his frisry, mow defies fesr and, after
reny days of parseverance, wins Cetherine’s preliminsry plenddts
for his Christian knightliness, She informs hin quite hoppily that
fperfoction is near you,® 3 iho, however, exhorts hir to “cayry on
all your works with living faith.® =7

The Sienecee epistler finelly expressec her devp seunse of grate
itude to her confessor in these emotion filled wordss -0

Thanikes, thexiks be the Highest God Lbermsl, Who

has plzacef us in the battlefidd ne knights, to fight

for His Bride with the shisld of holiest fsith, The

field 4= won. The victory is curs,

A more personal note of Cadherine’s epprecistion ef her cone
fesgorts nodls services to (hrist und Clmrch, 4s the following vhich
she despatches $o him: *Greabt sre my comsolation and gladness %o wes

the fruit that you rre besring in Holy Cimych,® 28

22 P. Misciattelld, op, cit,, Vel, IV, p. 146: Vol. V, pp. 86,
95, 96, and 97,

23 The Tuscan original readss "La perfesione ¢ presso da vei,"®
Fo Miseistbelll, op, gib., Vol. XII, p. 294,

24 6, glgld, w9 Letber 103,
28, P. !ﬁmﬁmﬁt&lﬂ., wo Veol, IHG Pe s

26 The original version runs thus: "Maggiore m' & la consolazione
e Ltallegrezza di vedere il frutto che fate nella santa Chiesa,®
Ibid., Vol, V, p. 292,
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he lest two cormendsbions constitubs sufficlent direct
episbolery ovidence in support of the combeukion thab Gotherdng
hos shed o tremendous smount of inflimenco on Holmondo, Dub,
very likely the most incontesbible testimopisl cerbifying the
sienese virgin's penstrating influence on her laet confoscow,
is the latter's Lagenda o' of the Salub, which uniquely stonds oub
o8 a beousiful monamemd % hicw crectiness as mystic, toacher,
epistler, cuthor and posgimcker,

Cetherine tho sushor indicnbdes her £s48h snd tyush, not only
in Reimondo ds Capua, bub also in four other literery exooubors,
to whom she commends her works., &he is porticularly congerned
aboub the Bodlc, or Bialogo, in which che treuts in & simple and
familior nonnee the eloments of Christiemiby.

fhe drectly besewshes Twimonde bhuss o

Geb inbo your heds the Fook rnd &ll my writings
which you csn find = you, Wra Bartolommes, Fre Tamaso,
the Maoetro, the Messer Tommngo -, and 46 with than

what you see to be the moat $o the honor of God,

In each rnd averyons of the seventoen lettars vhich she
dsspebohes to Ruimondo, sppear the mystical and eontatic oube

pouringe of Catharine's heart which find fuller wxpression in her

27 G, 3igli hos included on Itelian Srenslation of Reimondcle
Logepdy in the first volume of his Qperg,

28 H, Tomusseo, ¢p, cit,, lLebter 3, In this pesssge, the nm
mentioned ore idembitiod us followsy ¥Fre Bortolommso a4

Domevdco, Catherine's gecond confessor; Fre Tommasd Cufforind,

the Dominicon fyder ond Cotherinisn disciple who published the

ppigeent to Fra Daimondn®s jJemends ond olso on fbridoment

in in thereof; Fra (iovemed Tenbuoei, who, hoving rescived

& prater-of=theclogy decrem ot Cenbridgs University in Williem

Fiete'e doys, hod geined o fine repubstion os o beccher ond

preschery Messer Tommsso Febra, then one of the Papol Becretaries,

with vhom, during one of her sbays ia Peme, Cotherine bocasme
aequeind ed,
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Disloge, MNore so im the eplstles addressed $o him than in
any other group of letters, she refears to her symbols of
love, which sre blood and fire. In faed, ehe bide Baimendo
drink bleod, clothe limself in bdlood, ond be transformed and

get on fire with blood, 29

But the sevenbeen Falwondo epietles ere interestingly
revecling not only from a spirituel bub zlse from o histordcsl
viewpoirt, If the subject matter of history is the geneticazl
or nstural development of genersl or particular facts, events,
and situstions - then, the facte, events, znd sibtustions revolving
ebout Reimondots stbaimment of Christion knmighliness cnd sboud
the Itelian Btete-Nmrch strvggles of the last quarter of the
Fourt eenth Centruy, se depicted in Cetherinets correspondence with
her last spiritual sdviser, musd be regarded as gemdne historical
subject matter,

hgain, if critiexlly trested hietory means the spperception
and comprehension of & cories of evente, as well ag thelr cavres
ful disgnosis gcthen it is ths hope of the thesis-writer thet the
case of Ruimondo da Cepua hae been viewed, welghed, ond eremined
in cecordance with the terms of this definition,

29 P. Fiscletbelll, gp, cit., Vol. II, pp. 128«130,

30 This "definition® i1s bused upon Fether Eirschis axrticle
on the meaning of history, ia gp, cit., Vol. VII, p. 365,
28 well w8 upon Frof., F. Horrison's trectment of
“guthered kmowledge snd th@ Fmslm'm‘i oﬁm&me of pagh
ages,® in hie work, Thg Meopine of Fiastory
189&, Phia 10 ob seg,
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The Copus problem fs singuler in nebure, Unlike the Peglicw
rest and Macond cases, in which onc witussses Outherine’s sbep-
by-ot op guidance of tham up the lodder of spirituwe: perlection,
the Cspua problem 48 ome of feer wersus confideme. The ozrly
stege of the problen reveuls Copunds reluctonce to travel exbensive~
1y to do oral battle ugriunst the tremsgressions of certoin It-lliem
laymen end ecclesinsbics, However, he hue olweys been recdy to use
his ven in praise of the Blessed Virgin Mery, Swata Agnese, nnd
the Chmrch, 2ut to be cway from the guiet of his convent for dnys
end deyst This would cell for some thoupht ond delibaretion, It
would recuire, %00, o personsl betdle with o rebtiredness: Lorn of
& religiocus seclusion from the secular world,

dre Ralmonde?s fired astiempis to corry oud Cotherine®s epictom
157y instyuctions Anactiveted by stege-fright? Hob necessarily se,
Is he lacking in coursge? Perhaps, though ¢0 & minor axbent, 48
any rate, Getherine repeatedly nocuses him of fecrfulness, Does
he finslly overcome what ahe deseribee s “personsl fecr?? Yesg
but full credit for his defiamcs of feor must mob go to Cutherine,
sithough she iz able to impose her will upon him, in epite of the
faet thet, during the six yeurs of their friendehip, he ls eeparcted
from her at least half of that time, It is precisely om sccound
of these long pericds of separstion that the virgin of Sien- mush
heve recourse $0 lettar-ariting, in order to help mould Cepme inte
a coursgeous knight of Chriast,
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Her letters abound in waconstrained sbrong-villed formmalasn

such as thoses 31

I will thet you lock yourself in the opan
side of the Son of God,

With desire to ges you o true combabonb ogeined
the wiles and vaxations of the devil,

Be etrong te slay yourself with the knife of
hote and 1ove,

Rest yourself upon the Cross with (wrist
Crucsified,

Meke me nee and feel you bound and fostened imto

Christ Swoet Joous,

Cztherine's employmert of these epistolic formilsry expressions
serve to lend some support %o the thesis-writeris theory that her
Anfluence on Capua is of the Aty cwokening, spwrring oa, «nd
rocssuring ldnd, True, there iz o clagh of wilie bebween Copus
anf Catherine, True, %00, she does not slunys cume oub the victor,
especially during the ecrly mont:l skirmiches, Yet, the nrepon-
deronce of evidenco inclines townrd the £ach Shat Bodmendo fimally
succwds to Ortherinets influance,

31 ¥ Miscistbedlli, op, cit., Vol. II, ppe 118, 127, 1343
Vol. Jil, pp. 221, 276, 266, 7943 Vel. IV, pp. 142, 173,
174i5 180, 181; Vel. ¥, yp. 85, 95, 96, 143, 290; Vel. ¥i.
P &0
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Her influence hes bewn of the eotive sort - the kind thab
energizes Copun. Her letters, ponstrated with the Yoweet Primal
Truth,® commmicste the emsence of good to him, &Gho hersqslf sebs
the good example, Although she is, s it wore, n lieht, her
episdles saum to sdrike with lishéning effect.

Dut iz Copua a weskeheoded ond weskelneed individucl do
guccurb to o self-Ymught moid of thirty yearst Not &8 ell, It
iz to be remerbarad that Cabtherine does mob oppesl prineipally to
Relmondos emobions, Rother, sho zppesls %o his high-mindedness,
to hie goodwill, Thus, she writes hims -2

Ot of your goodwill shouléd fseue

knowledge of the infinite goodness rmd

unspeaksdle charity of Gody ond im ¢hds

Inowledge noy our soul zbide and be nourished,

BEeflact thet thvough love Te keepe your
will good,

28

Indesd, Reimonde ylolds, for he coannet vwealize himself fully

except through and by the Crose, He knows, too, thet Godle
rationsl creatures are meant 0 tend to the perfection of love of
the Three Tivinu Perasonas, and that this perfection oem be abtained
only siong the road treced oub by the Sarmon on the Mound,

Only thet person, reasens he, who is animcted by such love

32 P. Misoiottelll, gn, oib., Vol. III, pe 2%
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gon promote that knighbly spirit which e cupubleo of undoing
the individeul self-secking of Ibeliom tyrsute cnd misgulded
clerics, and the blighting, sovege bordnes. of irreligious
"oondot tierd”,

lihet, then, hos been seen in this chepter, ig thrt E.imondo
delle Vigne da Capmu, who ovembuully c.rns the title of “Blessed?,
is chosen, in 1374, o be Cutherinels $hird and least epirvibucld
airector.

Ay Tiveb, suspeoting rather stromgly the Sienese virginde
brend of mysticlism, Oapus, . distinguished theologlen sad wabhoy,
is finzlly conviaced of her sircerity umd nobility of parpose.

che, one day, decides vpon 2 nbtlon-vide cuwpelign to fend
off the incursions of sin, in &1l ite shodes snd vericbies, Fow
begins her geries of import.ub epieblos to Reimondo, in which she
unce.slagly exhorte him bo become o vallrnt Christlen soldier, ©
manful knight of Christ,

GCepus, vhoe ig used $o the guiebuds of his momcetery, hesitstaes
at first te enter boldly uwpon the badtlefield, However, he ulti-
nebely heeds Catherine’s words, Thus, reclizing thot he muet fully
accept Godis rule in his owa heurt ond help subdue tho bass paseions
of those oviledoers sbout him, he hestens Yo do bettle for the
Lomb of Ged, Thanke, therefore, to Catherine and te his own £00de
will, Gepusn fights velldambly ns o true kndght of Chried,
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fmeng his collsborsbors s Fre Pemvwas Goffoxind, =
vary close friend, Ib is ho who combimelly pusters
GCatherine's confessor Yo complets thoMife* of Catherine, upon
which he has been workin: spesmedicslly beciuse of his many dubies
as Hasber Geaheral of hie Ordar, The blegrephy s findshed in 13200 -
thaet 1s, fifteen yeurs afber Qutherinels demise.

As » sprexder of the OQult of Cstherine, Cafferind oecuples
e eingulerly inberssting position 4n the Italion religious
circles of the first querter of the Fifteenth Cemtury, It is on
him that the thesis-writer focuses the spotlizit in the following
chepter, which hew been $itled, "Pommned Cofforindt Populariser

of Cetherinlcnism,®



CHAMPEE VI

POMMAS) CAFFARINIS PUWULRLZLR W CATILNINT ANTHN

There is sufficlend rewson to bYelieve thot fulure gonevabions
would never have been so well informed of the Siecnese virgin, heé it not
been for the single=henrted devotlion of Fru Termeso di Anbomlo lneed
Cafforini. It is he who labours fAfty ysars or more for her glory. Ha
erites of her, speaks of her, and presches sbout her uncecsingly. He
seorches out cvery mamuscript pertaining %o her, copying, correcting ond
diffusing them with extreordinary seal ond perssverance,

The close spiritusl relztions bebween Cutherine ond Cuffarind,
the Dominicen frisr, vhich begine in 1366, is discernible An » group of ten
spistles published by P, Misclatielll, 1 Tp until the time the thesise
writer tronsloted these ten Tussan and Letin ledters into English, thwre
had becn no complete Englich renditions,

Probebly the most wmsusl =nd sinpulsrly interesting of the

entire group, is the one written by Frz Tommase %0 Cotherine. 2 20
for ns the thesisewriter hus besn sble to cscertein, 4t is the only

extant letter dlepstcohed by o distinguished diselpls to the Sicnese Jiomma,

1 These communicstions ure mmbered as followss I, XuIX, RKX%,
XXXI, XRXVII, XXXVIIX, XLIII, and KLIV, 2ll of which cppesr
in Vol. VI of gp, cib., 3 CAXVII amd COURXV, which «re to be
found, respectively, in Vols. I und V of gp, git. Of this
group of epistles, six ore from Caffsrini to Poglicresi; oms
from Cafferini to Macoul; one from Cefforinl te Cestherine;
end $wo freom Cotherine $o Qafforinml, Although Cotherine is
believed to have written Fro Tommase sever:l lottere, only
8wo survive, 46 mny rote, this serles of ton serves $o pre-
sent o comporetively pood ploture of the epiritusl rolations
betweon the Spint and Cafforind,

2 Lletter 71, which is incorperated in P, Miseintbelld® gp, gib
Vol. VI, rp. 45-49, o
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In this letter, Cofferind mekes o huwble Yhough loaraed
reply to Catherine's request thet he fully imberpret Verse 41
of Paslm 130 © which she hos reod in Letin, Tommoso BOLYSg
substenbially, thut dhere 15 o disbinct difference between the
words "sblactstus® and "adloctatus.® The former he imerprebe
a8 "one who hes been weened from the motherts milk", wheress
$0 the lotter ho assigne the interpretation, "the believer who
zbsorbs the groce of Ged us the mursling doos the motherte millk,®

It 18 to be ragrottod Shat enly one messuge exists of
perhaps many tronspdtted by Pre Tommase $o the virgin of Tuesany,
In any event, woll would it be to ponder how mach seripiural
knovledge Cothearine does sbeord from Caffsrinis pemned commanie-
estions; also, the anount of Lstin he tecches her., These would,
indeed, conztitube interosting problems for beth the profeseionsl
Latiniet and the experienced bibliciat to work wpon.

in spite of Cutherine's indebtedness $o Caffarini for his
biblicsl exposuitions, she does not hesitebe, mevertheless, %o
compronicote to Lim her kindly spiritacl counsels,

Foced with the remwrzent problem stenming from domestic
and forelgn violence, unlhristion wickedness, oo lnwan suffering,

3 9%If I wos not hurbly minded, bub exelted my sonld 4s o
ehdld thet is wemned ia towirds his wmother, so reward
in my soul,”
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Catherine, vhose spirit now burms with . peculiar inbonsidy,
spurs Cafferini on to the finel phuse of her victory over the
arch-enemies of "the swoot Iirlde of Christ® 4 ond her milldons
of epiritucl children,

But does Caffarini show himself “ungrateful®, "negligent®,
and “uncheritcble® © in confrombing the duties which the virgin
of Siens outlinus for him? If one were to apply the czessdingly
high norme of spiritual cenduct, one micht be inclined $¢ omswer
somevhat in «n effirsative menner, He who would exporience pers
fect charity, Catherine telle him, must expel evary cunse of vein
love and dreud, as well as vein joy -md sorrow, out of his heurt,
His Joy should bo in God zlone. If he must sorrow, them let it
be for God sione, Yere he $o 40 this, he would mot err, On the
contrary, he would guin Hecven znd Hhernol 1ife,

Agedn, dilebing om the recl mesning of conseoration %o duby,
getherine points out that It iz prompted by = true desire to give
aid ths very moment th:t 4% is nseded., Tims, it includes bene-
volence ond charity, The former term, she explains, denches the
willingnene to help, wheresn the labtter ivdicstes the helving,
She emphasizes the fzct thot chority is the acdlon, :pd the wille
inzness %o do must hovae Sthis proctic.l oubeome, otherwiss it is

4 2. Miscisttelll, gp, cik,, Volo IV, 1o 2B,
5 MQ ?910 lxg We i}m‘m‘
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worthless,

The sdenese epletler goss on to ssy thut consecrntiocn %o
duty embraoes various forms of service to onwds Church omd fellowe
beings., Ib s not, therefore, confined $o vlms-giving cud $0
doing kindnesses to the poor, distreceed, week .nd eorrowful, It
denctes, then, the giving libverslly of one's Yime, lzbor ond
interest to o crussde weged ugeinst the ceaseless ussculbs of
the demons -nd their earthly cmisssries upom the foith of
Christions,

Catherine exhorts ire Yommeso to wot wilth unselfish inberdst
on behrlf of & Just couse, Ehe commsnds him to follow What
supreme ebernsl Truth?, ® wever urducus cnd sclitary miszht be
the peth. &he edvises him to follow the "Ligid of most holy
Fadth,® 7 snd inberpreb 1t ze the trubh from whemes cuthority
somes, rether Shom interpret mere cubhority as trubh,

Finally, she $ells Qufferind that no obsbaclae, however une
surmounteble it moy cppeur t0 the timid (nd foimb-bhaarted, com bar

6 P- !‘umi@ﬁt@llio M.‘ volq IIQ x}. f'}m.
7 H, Towmsgeo, On, cit., Lebter §271,
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the way of one pessessed with & burming love of ™he heard end
soul end body of Jesus Christ,® 8

In view of (utherine's fervent appesls and exhortations,
one may okt Is Cafforind asehemed to be idemtified with a
belligerent, free-lance women reformer who hse orgenized a
militant crusade sgainst the rampant evils of her uge? Is he,
a clergymsn, $0o prudent to be n fellowstraveler of Stefono Meconi,
the former lover of vendettos, and Neri Paglieresi, the erstuhile
shiftless and unpredictable verse-melker? Could Caffarini bLe
ospable of Jealousy because Fra Roimondo da Capus has been ssked
to succeed his own good friend, Frs Bartolommeo &1 Domendco,ss Cebtherinets
confessor? 9

Zach of these queastions rust be znswered in the negzbive,
Caffarini has slways besn hapuy o be idertified with cmy of
Cetherine's movements, The contente of his Suorlementg and

10
whioch ere replete with words of praise for

Catherine, zmply subetantiete this foct. He has been nesrly
squally heppy to cellsborste with Macond snd Cafferini in ony
work consecrated to the furthering of Christis religlon, as the

8 “I1 cuore ¢ 1'anims & "1 coypo é1 Gesd Cristo,?
P. Misoiottelld, op, cib., Vol. II, pp., 228229,

9 Fro Bartolomes di Domenico was Cabherine’s second confossor,

He and Caffarini wrote o little=known trestise on the Dominlcan
7hird Order of Pensnge,

10 The Lenends sppecrs in the first volume of the mllwﬂ.«m of
the lives of the Seints koown =8 the Sepotusrium of Donime
Houbriths, Milem, 1479, This werk: m@ ra;mblimheﬂ by the
nonke of Solsurest Fanotwrlum pem Titre Scneborum, E, Parie
sils, 1910, Cf. R, :wmm-m ab‘bmvi@tw mﬁr *La menﬂm
mnem-e de si, Gzatherima de samma“ m Melopges d8o3a i g
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sxbamt correspondencs bebween Cafforinl and his $wo co~=dlociplos
g0 olearly imdioskes, n Ais for the opinion thad Fru Tomm se cnd Fre
Bartolommeo have bevbored jealous thoughts on socount of Cubherine’s eocep-
tonce of Pra Relmondo a8 her spiritusl ndviser - thet i vholly wabemable.
Yor, although shs highly approves of Frs Roimonde, his appoiubtmend
se spiritusl zulde has como directly from the Gener.l of the Domie
ndcan Order, with the confirmation of Peps Gregory XI in « letler
insued on August 17, 1376, I% eppesrs, boo, thué Fre Temmaeo dells
Fonbe, her first confesser, apd Fra Barbolomeo di Demindco, her
second confesusor, must huve besn combuched by the Gemeral in order
$0 obtain thelr iadividusl judgments before the Haimondo mypointe
nent, In eny event, Cotherine firmly maimbedinms Yhot the "Blessed
Yirzin hercelf stood by her eside ond geve her Raimondo de Cepus
for her spiritusl fother ond gudde,® 12
Yhether or not Qutherine's agcusstions swe Jusbtified, the
fuet remains thet she chsrges Cefferini and Fra Bartolommeo di Do
menico with pride. One of the more purtinant portions of her eplshle

11 P. Miselabbelll ) Vol. VI, pp 103, 104, 118, 120
399 coa 191 o QeS80 0 o ® ¢ e

12 Beimendo da Capun, Ops Glt., 13, 21, ppe l=3, There is suffie~
cient ovidence to support the theory thut deila Fomte, da
Cepuz, and 4l Doemenico were vary good friends, otherwise they
would not huwe oellaborated in - bistory of the reformation of
the Dominicen rule in Vemesis, The hisﬂawy mm m-mam by

ﬂaminm cm'mo. in ‘Vol. 'mx of his Joclesine oboe ongd
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on pride and it sclubery orposibe, lumiliby, follove Lulows 30

O proud onee§ Behold the Magter Vho zode
upen on wevl Of course, our Redeaner gave one
good reoson, smong othara, for coming arons wo -
nomely, to reverl %o us the obligntions of nemrindg
ves, $o foce our cins, «nd $0 tench ue hov mrl cen
conquer this asinine cepect of our lmmm.n poture, by
gebting uwpon 4% oné taldng complebe control of 4%,
in mach the ocme monner og you would an ass, JIndeod,
thare is very 1ittle differonce betwoon us ond the
beagts of burdem, Ledcuse sin reduces us to thelr
lovel,

O Anolent Truth, thou which host shown we the
wayd I beseach thee $o subdue this ess (sin of
prife) oné to bring forth meakmese ond humility, Bud
with whut haelp abull we yeach thee, Swusbest love?

Yes, with the habtred of negligence :nd the love of
virtue,

Lob ws say no more, legt I should be prompted

to sperk of many things at length, Thet [ copnot do

now, At =my rite, leb ws follow the examples which

I havo glven you, my decr children ond brethren,

In contimaing her eplstolary disoourse on the baseness of ovil,
Cotherine tsils her followers, pertiouwlsrly Fro Tomanso, thad $0 be
werthy dleciples of Christ, we must avoid sin of whodever deseription,
and sedk imward pecse, And whet is loword pence? 14 48 thcs pesce,
she expleing, which results from & complebe subordination of the
inferior powers %o remson, of renson to faith, ond of the whole
being to God the Futhur,

The 3ieness eplstler pgoes op to cay thub this perfect conmsord

13 P, Misciettelll, o, cile, Vol II, vpe I 28e00,
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between il the fooulties, or the coplebe combrol of imumem

desires, con be schisved by him who would immerse himself im
$he Secred Blood of the Cyuoified Ome, who would defend Holy
Mother Cruroh, end who would be willimg 00 shed even his ovm

blood for her sske,
Cafferini does not hesitote to follow religicuely Qutherinels

epistolical spiritusl sdvice, He is quieck 60 pereeive the fach

that Mhe lord,® %0 cuobe his own words, ®had resolved %o use

Cetherine os on instrumend for the selvstion of many erring souls.® 14
Coffarind contimies his cbservations on Qutherimste

reflection2 on erring souls in this wisel 1B

Catherine wondered thet so many nen apd women could be 80
foolish and sc blind, that they would follow cnd leve the false
and 8gseitful world, rodher then surreander themselves $0 Jesus
Churiet, Who 2113 us end inwiles uwe and Tho is foithful in 211
that He promises, even in this world comsoling His servots and
bestowing Joy upon them,

Referrioz often to the trec Mill of beawbiful firuits,
she s8ald that 1% significs the ebernal incurncto Verd, cnd
thot the ineffadls fyuits are oll the virtues, On the obher
hapd, the 1little cornmcovered hill, which does mot yleld goed
acorn, bub only husks, is the borren field of the world, which
nen t4ll with greet =nd frultless toil, Put bhey who give wp
trying to get in 40 the tres (combeining feoir frult), ns soom
as thay fesl the thorns, sre »l) thoso who think they cormod
endwre & Jod-fenring life, and give 4% up befors they hove tried i%.

Tho others, whw loso coursge vhen they see how tell the tres
is, ore those who bepin with u good will ond o good heart, bud
who werry ofter o while und do not porsevere in tholr first
rosolve, Tho lasb kind cre those who wenlly believe snd who
romain stecdfast in the Syubh,
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Cotherine impresses Qefiarini oo sbromgly with her
salntliness exd profound kmowledge of humem medbure, os well
as with the bdellef thrd no onw hos ever touht her %whot aes
needed in the psth of salvabion, tul my mest beloved Bridegroom
Our Lord and Mesber,® @ thot, not lomg efter her yessage imnto
the Besutiful Beyond, he springs into prominence w.e the nogb
persistat and sctive promoter of her conemdzetion couse, Indeed,
he mokes 1% the dominert motive of his letber 1ife, 17

It &s Ceffarini, o5 bos alresdy besn seen,who prevuile

B CASIgT R

BALL Nt e e,

upon Raimondo du Capuc to findsh his s
es ponsible. As & mutter of fsot, in order to husten 145 come
pletion Ceffnrind writes ports of 4t it Ira Reimondols dictation, 3

Ab long lest, the blogruophy of b, Cctherins ic finished,

16 P. Cafferint, legends

17 It 4 P, & At%el, & Twertiedh Century ruthorily on the Soimt
of Sieme, whe writes that Yre Tommaso "spent his whole life
gproadding with passicnsde crdony the lmowledpe of the labours
end glory of the Sienese virgin,” LiAnrelo dells Paces Sanba

Citarin: dz Slem:, p. 354, ]

12 4 lebip letter written by Caffurind from Uenos en Februsry 13,
1381, end cddressed to Neri Prglicresi, informe us Shat, “Ale
though the Mester-Oanerzl (Qopue I hes been very busy, I heve
celled on him continuelly rnfd every day, even offering to help
him 2g wuch eg I can, in order thud he may complete the
Becouse of my inulstence, we have elrecdy begun to meke sorrcetions
in the gecond pari - combimuing tims in this work, he dictating
cod I writing." P. Meclabtelll, gp, cit., Vol, Vi, ppo 118-119,
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Inssmuch as the Legends Mojor appecrs in Lcbin, Fra Tommono
hends it over to Shefunc Macond, neking him to render 4% into
Ttalion, 29 Mocont, after hoving received several pressing lebters
fra m Caffarini that he push on with the vernacular yemdition of
the Jegends, finally aceedes to his wishes,

In the neantime, the ever busy Tommaso keeps Merd Paglicrosd
and other seridbes comtimunlly occupied, copying end colleoting the
Sienese sointls epistles, Although Tommaso is busy suwpervising this
great project, o8 well es the obbalmment of written Sestimonies from
those whe zre familier with the Yvirtuse with which Eeaven hod one
riched thet holy soul [Cetherine]", 2 he finds time, too, to produce
the already mentioned Supplementun to Hoimondode Legends.

Johonnes Jorgensen, o Twentieth Century scholer who hae the joy
of exzmining many origincl Cotherinien documents, end who completes his
work on Cetherine in Siens, only "Swo hmndred paces from Scint
Catherine’s home,” “Mg prempted to say Shot the first place rmsh
be given, as a source for the blography of Cstherine, mot 8o the
Legend of Raymond of Capus, but certsinly to the Supplementum of
Fro Tommaso Nacoi Gaffarimi.® = He combimess Althoush Caffarini
calls his work a “Supplement®, it is sotuslly o lorge volume ond

19 P, Miseinttelll, gn, cit,, Vol. VI, pp. 178-130,
20 B, Certier, op, cit., pe 316,
A Jd. Jorgensen, op, ¢ib., P. vie

22 JIbif., pe 47,
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®ig reslly the blography with the grostest wenlth of originsl
festures theb vwe possecs of the grest Slenses dedmt.® =
A short btime after Cuflurind h 8 complebed the Dupplencriivi

end digested well Pra Relimowdota ife of

abridgment in Latin of the lotter work, with some wdditions and
modifications based upon his own personal knowledge of the Sioness

virgin's life and sgpmaintance with Sienssse traditions and oustons,

Hot long aftar the death of the Sienese virgin, Pra Tommneo
undertskes a pilpincge to Pulestine, Upon his reburn to I%aly, he
goes to Venloe, whors he llves for forty years. During thie time,
he acts, succescively, 28 Apostolic Delegute to Sicily amd Provineinl
of the Frovince of dresce, B .nd s44l1 finds time to irmbroduce in
Venice and clsevhere the cusbom of celsbrzting Anril "2%h es the
anniversary of the Siecnsse eplstler?s desth, On that day certein
clergynen are wond %0 promounce her ouology, =nd her portrait is
exhibited and decorated with & profusion of fleowers, formed irto

28 J. Jorgensen, Sp. cib., p. ¥

74 Padre Giuseppe ‘J.‘ngla, D,P.. produced & becubiful Itallan
translation of the L gpends Minor

Tuns s i’ollawe: Yito 24 ob i benc, £ in
i ; ¥, Eaems vmaa mm-me &l Gambagau&.

26 The original Itellsn runs thmst “Provineicle dello provin
ela é1 Grecin® o “legato Apostolico in Sloilds,® Vid,
Pre %mmg’: 1;’?“ of 1398 o Mecond in. P, Misclattelld,
o Y0de Ppe 128=130, Cf. F, Cornaro Shie ﬂ&&h
Tom, VII. PPe M’w B0¢e ’
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orosses, bouguess, wreaths end crowns, This appecrs o be the
favorite manner of homoring the memory of the meid who in har 1ifo-tine
hes becn o lover of flowers,

However, in 1411, cbjeoctions ore mnde $o these celebrutions of
the onndversary of o persen not yeb cononized, thoush it would seosm
thst in thet nge such proceedinges cre very cowmonly permitted,

At any rete, Frs Tormugo spd his co-worker, Fra Burtolemmed da
Ferrare, are requestsd to sppenr befors Fromgescoe Dembo, Bishep of
Venozie znd legnte of the Holy Ses, to fece o sarious ecclesiestical
charpe, t0 wits the preaching of the cult of a person vhe has not been
formally recognizofd os o sainmb by Holy Fether (Imreh,

Cafforind quiokly begins to ocollect defensive evidence. His
collection of evidense 48 in tho form of at least two dozen tustio
nopdes, which ave coreflly exsmined by the hish occlesiastiocs with
all possible formelity.

Vierk on this importard project is sprend oub from 1411 to 1416,
It 4is the depoeitions of the tectifiere which form the eelebrated
rrocess of Vanice,? The result of She coolesinsticsl irvestigstion
is extirvely %0 cuonarste Pre Tommaso and Frn Bordolormeo from ol
blame in whid they hove done to honor the memory of Cotherine. fWhe
tostinonies, thus cerefully collected, rwe ofterward ueed in the

process of her comonizabion, %

26 B, De Semctis Roewind, "1l Proseswus®, Stndl Beb e
Yol. KII, 19865 PPe 73108, Of. I, %Mi%m’ '
41 ridorno del papato a Pome®, 4n Nemorie DNomonic ,
m. nﬁlg pg 1%.
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Caffarini dovs nob live to wibtness the renlicebion of his
dreati » the solumn ceremonmy in which Pope Plug 11 deberminmes and
desrece thet Cstherine of Slen: de honored ws a Salint, i publie
and priveta. = This Sakes plece in 1461 ~ twenty—seven yeors afber
Gafferini®s death,

Indeed, o lsbour of love which 1o begun by Caffarini in 1380,
and which exhidbibe ite first developmental buds in the first Juarbter,
and its final fruits of muccess in the third @erter, of the succesling
cenbury, more thon compensates for those few ™umcropped? ysars
during which Cstherine calls Fra Tommoso "umchoritsble”, "negligent®,
and “ungrateful,® Bk, then, (atherine is hardly ome to be taotful
when issulng a command vhich would seem 3¢ inwolve *Piret ¢hings
first.® uith her, therefore, the drive agoinmst the vilifiers of
Christ snd s Qmreh 48 o matter of primery consern, VYeb, it would
be unfair to scouse Cafierini of gross none.cooperstion :nd noRe
eonforniby; for, it must be recallsd that during the perisd (1378~
1380) thst the virgin of Siena seeks to enliet I¥rs Tommwso's une
divided $ime ond «fforis, he ie busy =t Bolozne with hie epecisl
ocelesiagtical a'tuama. vhich he complebes in 1382 « twy yoors after
her death,

27 Parvinent tronslated excerpts fronm Pops Plus II%9: Pull of
Cexonizebion vre given in Appendix ¥ of this thesis, The
complete Ibalion texd will bo found in F. S, Abbed, op, cib.
mz. um.:saﬁ The Lutin text cppesrs in M, I, Laurent,

abellopn, ppe 571-830, Yether Icurentis am is
bmm u;;on s Letin MS, which is preserved in the Archivio Vatiesne,

Mo Vah e @3; . BB=01,

@
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Although Fra Tormuse baglne work ob Firenze on his mwsters-
of«$heclogy degres nob long ufterwords « perhups cfber his yeburn
from the Foly Lend =, he still findn time %o diffuse the extensive
spiritusl lebours of his "Momse® of Sieme, b ~re hie pilorimege
to Palestine and his fifty-odd yecrs spant in sprecding Gobherinfoniowm
pure nots of explation for nobt heving given (atherine, while still
alive, nearly every mimte of his $imo vhen she requests 447 Nelther
en sbrupt, thoughtless "no® mor s sudden, confidsnmt Yyes® would be
wholly Justified, Imn viev of Cotherinels long-time desire o cexzy
on & cempalgn sgednst the Infidels of the Bash, it is quite iikely
that Ceffarini?s Mediterransan trip msy huave been partly motiveted by
a longing to investigate the poscibilities of a orusale, (@ the obher
hond, hie devoblon to @atherine begins long before her desth in 1380, 22
and although it requires the dlsciplining effect of her eplotles teo
seer him baek to the puth of her thinking, he does not, even for =
momext, forsaie Catherine or her ceuse. In foct, his Surulenentum
and Lozepds Xingr reveal o devetion $0 a Saint seldom fouméd in the
ammale of haglography., Then, too, the veneration with which he is

regerded by his own brethren and the “Gireole Coteriam® ie oleerly

ehown by the title of "Blessed" which is reverenmtislly prefized $o his

me.m

28 TFre Tommogoe Qaffurind firet meots Catherine in 1786,

29 M.—E. Lxmxm, "Wita ¢ Opre 41 Toomaso Cafferini®, in ¥ite ai
ka3t L2 e g S 197-189 Piig ?“610
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To vum up, it hes bewm seen in the course of thie chipler
that 2 nember of the Comvenbto of Sup Iomendee, Fro Tommase
Coffarind, vho dies in 1434, meots Cotherine for the firet time
in 1366 =nd, not long ofbter this meebing, is 2d4mitteld Lubo the
ffamiglia spirituole.®

Learning %0 gpprecicte ond love Cetharine cnd imbibe her
spirit, ho soun wins her confidence, However, he likewlise
receives har eplstolicsl rebuffs decsuse he is mob qulick to
respond to her sppecls for fulletime aid in checking bhe repidly
rising wuve of evil,

It is clonr from tho corresyponience ezchonged Lebween
Cafferini end Heri Peglisrest thet, ot the $ime Cotherime trimemits
her epistolory aprecls to the former, he is busily engogefl in
preliminsry Iominde:n studies in Bologne, which he findshes in
1382; whereupon he procescds %o Flrenze to begin his magt er=ofatheolosy
courses,

Yot, Cutherine’s letters to Pro Tommoee meke & doen impression
upeh him, Time and again, he alludes to the foct that onela
resclution, as the Sienese ssint has repestedly poimted cut to him,
should be firm, us it lossens the devil's power of tempting cne, The
devil, be knows, t00, is very much frishtened of s Jdetormined soul,
Of course, Fra Tommuuo, by now an experienced theologisg, is nware
of the fach thet a person must not grow coreless oF overeconfident
beccuse he knows of this one fesr theb monnces Sstom. Mo must be

resclute and ngver retrock,
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It appeers thet Xro Tommeso, once sborted upen ¢ regimen of
gpirituel betterment, hos mever vebrested, thunks to Irovidemos
and Cetherine, Inm foch, hoe it is who uwooeeeingly works to malmboln
or restore regular observouce in the convents of the Demdnicon
Froirs, oand to extend $hat Third Order which hos boen rendersd oo
1llustrious by the sanctiby of the Hdensso virgla,

He finds time, t00, %0 help Fra Ralmondo finieh the Legendsn
Kalop, and %o produce his own Jpoviegentyur

Cafferini?s literory works, plus his tiveleas lobours te have
Catherine imscribed in the cebalogwe of the Saints im Hesven, offar
sufficlient evidencs to fortify the thesis-writer's claim that the
Sienese epistlerts influsnce on him hap been grest, OCoaversely,
it is safe to say that Cabhsrine s kmown today %0 several notions
end peoples «s = result of the ustiring efforts of Capur and Ceffarini
and their colisborstors.

Thms, 4% 45 not ab &ll swrprising that gven here iz the
Western Hemisphers, five-mmndred znd sevenby-cne ye:rs afber her
derise, Catherine®s nome i2 in benediction in the Domindean
eolleges for women et Adrian, Mich,, Selmd Cebharine, ¥y., Sapba
Glare, Cal., Sinsinows, Vis., Columbus, Chio, «nd Crldwell, K. J,

Her portrait ies no lese inapiring in the houvses of the
Vistating Sisters of the Blok Peor who do 2o much good in the
less fovored erasca of New Tork City. Indosd, the presence of
Getherine’s gtadtue in the hospitels of Mother Alphones Hawbhorne
Lethrops Servende of Relief for Incursble Concer, helps to
beolster uwp the morele of those petiente who, suffevine frem
incurchble meligneut tumors, awedd deoth from duy o dsy.
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It ie, therefors, ovident Slud, whilc Cubherinoe susveeds fn
exerting ner influence on Caffarini, ho, im Surm, Iulticher thob
novensnt which finally succesds in ddffusing cad | orpebushing
her influense in various perte of the Crdlholic Verld., The fwpech
of Catherine's influence bas boen 8o grect thot, even todny,
nearly eix cenburies afber her death, her life ie the speciel
study and her sxowple the emlation of seozes of convarnts
throughout the world,



SRRAE A GG USTIE

Throughowt $he choptars of this thesis, thoe wriley
hss tried to estnblish the position thet $, Codharine of Slemn
hos shed e promounced epiritucl influence upon her conterporarics,

Raving translated inmbo Inglish most of o grovy of fifty-
throe Tuseen epiebtles directed by Cubhwrine to five of her diseiples,
and twanty-four others - twenty from the Tascsn ond four from the
Lotin lenguages - vhich ore cuchonged DeSween her followers, the
sriter proceeds to unfold, step by siep, %he/mamw in vadch the
Siensae opistler cxerts her religilovs iufluernse. &he first
fevorsbly sctivetes the mind, heard and soul of Pegliaresi, Hooond,
Flete, Capuz and Cafferini, ond them, with DMvine asalgbance,
svccsssfully zoss on 50 lead than t¢ the ladder of swpermtursl
perfect lon,

The writerts sppreach to the solution of the thesis prodiem
has tlms boen of a two-fold nsbuwre. I 4e his bellief thet this
two=fold plan, mamely, of pubting into Enuglish the hitherto one
trensloted (atherine letters cnd those axmhanged by her disoiples,
and of discovering thereldn her gpiritusl infiuencs vpon her Cobm
temporaries, hos uever before besn similerly cttearpted,

Although Getherine's religlous euietles do sucsessfully swoy
the five represadative personnlities of her timse, eash one of
tham constitubses for her & seperete asnd dledinet epiritusl cuse,

As lvbroduesd in the preseding popen, dhe feobs wkich rotebo shoud
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the five rapresculative spirituzl ccses that -re sublafactorily
solved largely by neans of Cetherinsts epistles, rrue subsbardislly
the followingt

Cotherine tecches Roinieri Peglisresi, o promising young podd
end Dantist, to detnch lils eyes, mind and heart from the love of visible
and £injte things of the warld and direct his cbbtenbion $o the Healm
of 3he Invieible and the Infinite,

She converts Sefemo Munond {rom en affiuerd, vandetla
loving, mother apoiled, nnd lukewsrn hristiom, $o o worogulous
adhorent of the diseipline of Jesuz the Hedoemer snd Coretaskep
of our souls, =ui nltinmdely leads him into & Cartlmesinn moncgbery,
shere he rosizns and yielde wp %0 the high plecsvwre of God all
love and affection for mundszne $hings,

The Sicusese mystic persuades Williom Flebe, = scholexly
roligious of the Bermit Brothers of Hb, fugustine, to sholks off
the yokze of pride zud render himgelf o fres und kmble Choristion
by vefueine o mulre himeslf a judgo of other: rmé by loving hie
brother harmibs,

The spiritunl MMame® of Slens suocesefidly moves Inimendo
de Cepus, her moeb illustrious confessmyy to o fall uwnderedonding
of his dubies to Christ, His Charch snd Hin vicer on c.3th, and
eleod braneforms him into o worthy escldier of bhe Mvine Capboin
of onr Salvatlon, im order thut he might farwlessly combel fleshly
sin and eorraption.
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Catherine so impressively poimte cub to Popmese Caffewrind,
a8 Dominicon fricr, the importance of feoyvemd praysr ~nd perfect
union with God, in order %o be sushbuined ageinst worldly tempbobions,
that, after her demloe, he devotos his beet wfferts to the diffusion
of the cult and the tenching of the virgin of Sicna, nd
oven initiotes her bastificabion,

Those of her contemporaries, theom, who receive her epletolery
spiriturl resacges, ummistokebly feel her peysussive power and
wore sdequatsly leorn to love the Crucified Ome, Hhe fmpresses
her condemporaries with her (uick understanding of their possibilie
tiee, 5he is flws sble %o (uicken vepmmtonce by = positive
spproach, ond not by the letter-day Savonsrolan Sechnique of painte
ins lurid word pictures of the consequennes of sim, or by the
so-celled paychoenalybicel mebhod of examining lmto the helplesa
conscious, which the Trentieth Cextruy Prendisp operrtor cloime
12 not enly forced below by the *Id* but aleo put upder pres;ure
from ebove by the "dper-ego,? Catherine's simple but direct way
ie to £ill her conbemporaryts scul with gloving visions of thatd
holiness which %o ses ia to long for,

In view of the cbswrvotions which hove boen mode in the eourse
of this thesis, the writer is, therefore, prowpted to remerk theb a
rovised stotement of Ostherine’s persopality ond spiritual infivense
upon har contamporariass mey be in order, Vhersss corvemdionsl blsgrepbies
of the certhly Cetherine Send to ploture her almosd emclusively os umruffled,
wproveeetive, end compromdeing, her epistles show her, inateed, to be en
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impotuous, cimost impatiend, snd offen unylelding personeld iby.
In other words, in the Slenaess virgin’s own lubbers one sooe
her, as it wers, im the flesh, ns on eerthly cructurse of God,
with & will actually frev from comsbrain,

Trae, Cetherinels epistlec ore given credi’s for chsnging
$he lives of her contemporurivs, Tub, they ot morely us on
adjurent influence, The groce of God, o well me the respective
decisions of Gasbherine®s diaciples $¢ tuoke Ml sdvivboge of
her spiritund sdvige, ere Lmportant . ctorw which pliy o very
epsentisl role in converbing Flete, Puglicreni, Cofferini, Woconi
end Qapun,

Cne other deduction mey be dramm from 2 study of Cotherinets
epistles, I8 is this; her correspondence with her cortemporories
does rot bewr « one-sided influence, Huther, it produges o
resiprocal influense, Perhsps, some doy, a group of awerd
theologicns, biblists, littérateur s .nd medlsevalists pay fimd
it worthwhile to probe inbo the extent to which her coubenporerics
tesch her Thomistic theclogy /.»d philosovhy, scripbural verse,
Derecn poetry, and cmbpascdorind diplomacy,

Perhape this grown of ressurohers noy oF noy ot conpede
thet Cetherine's literary abyle 4in vewmoncbly comparable with
Aquinns?, Dese's end Pebrovests, They may cleo be cble to
ongwar the pertinent questiont ¥Mey Oobherdine de ealled ob orce

& Hew Devabioniset srd o Clorietion Bonanieti®
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Whot 48, of course, mob ot w11 eurprising is the fuel Bhed
her spiritucl influence should lingex, not only in her cwn, but
in every succeeding, cemtury, moking itsulf felt oven foduy =
B7) years afber her decth,

As a result of this study, the theeis-eriter is promphed Se
stress the belief thot Cotherine thoe epistler Jeservee £0 be
renked cmons the few truly greet gpiritusl sdvisers of merddind
vho possass that winsome personcliity snd purity of keert ond soul,
vhich nct only communes with the Heavenly Pobher, but diffuses fim,
a8 by some notursl lzw of vefraction, over the hecrts of His earthly

creatures,
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LPIR TR OaTHUNIMG TC RARILEL SaGLIANESY 1
In the Nome of Jusus Christ Crusified and of Sveet Mery.

To you, sweebest ond deurest brother and wy son in Jusus

Christ: I, Catherine, servamt and slove of the servants of Jesus
Christ, write you and comford you in the preglous blood of the
son of God - with desire %o see you united, tronsformed omd com-
formed to Jesue Christ, This, my very swect son, the soul oan-
not do ~ that is, %o be perfectly conformed to Christ, unless she
the soal toars herself eliogether from conforming to the world,
For the world is &b sbrife with God, and God with the world, rsnd
they heve nothing whatever i common, And it is rezlly so,
becsuse we see that God-msde-Man chose =g His lot perfect poverty,
insults, snguish of $he hesrt, moskery, comerpt, mmger, and
thivet; despised oll bhumen honour enéd esbeumy sought alweye the
honour of His Pether ond cur sclvebion; persevered to the end
with true and perfect patiemce, znd there wes no pride in Min bud
perfect Iumility,

th, esbowned sné beloved Chadbyl Indeed, you cre the direct
oprosite of the world, The world sedks honours apd glory, plecssure,
pride, impatience, cvarice, hate, ravecur and self-love, anf o man’s
heart grows 80 nsrrow thet he hes 1o roum sither for Ged or his
neighbor,

Bu¥ how foolish cxmd mistalcen cre $Phey who conferm themselves
$o thie evil world; how are they deceived] They seek homour snd
find reproach; they seek yiches and cre poor, for they ¢o nob
possess She true treasures; bthey seek plessure ond enloyment, ond
they sre sad nnd heavy-hecrted becswse they have not Ged, Yho is
$he highest happiness, They will not hesr vuglt of desth snd suffer-
inz, end they fall stroisht ivto the sbyes of desth; they wish for
& sgoure life amd depart from the fimm foundstion of the Rook,

Bow ves, desrest som, the differense bebwean Christ «nd the
world. The truc servents of God strive with grest core ot to he
in ony wise couformed $o the world, They Agbach themselves from
hate and worldly comfort, ond tims begowme lovers of thas vhich
God loves, luters of thet which God hates, They hove no other
deaire but to conform themsslves to Chriet Cruoified, olwoye followe
ing His footsteps, completaly emveloped in and cnnmoured of Wis
virtues, They cheose that which Christ clivse as His lot, and then

1 The complete bext of %ma/mwmga, in Tusenn, ie published
ag Letter VII by E. Do Thewelder, gp, cib., Vel, I, ppe 35-37.
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they find the opposite., They choore povurby und the lowesd
places, ond they ore honourely thuy have recowe cbd joy cnd
happiress without any sorrow, I do nob mervel bLhervet, for
they ore conformed md tramsformed to tho hisheed und ebernol
truth and goodnes:, which ie God, iu Whow is 11 thot is cood,
and in Whom «ll twvue and holy desires are fulfillied,

It is, therefore, well,fy dear son, to érew out the
twe-edgod sword of love wnd hute und cubt yourseli emtively
away from this tencbrous life; «nd it is love of God which will

help you do it, I say 80 more. Hemsim in the holy ewedbpess of
god. GSweet Jesue, Jeosus love,
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In the Hme of Jovus Christ wnd of the Bleseed Virgin Very.

To the good and plows Drother Thomas Auzbhomy of Slens,
of the (rder of Preeching Friers, vesiding ot the Comvert of
Scimts John and Peul in Venlos, Frior Steuhen of Sienn, clthough
umworéhy Prior of the Monsstery of St. Hary of (raoges, nesr Pevia,
conveys hie good wishes and comrendes himwsclf ond his health $o Tim
¥ho is the salvation of sll mens

Your wind letters, in which you zsl nme %o furanish you
#ith & faithful deposition, in cuthembic form, regrrding the 1ife,
virtuee snd dostrine of the Virgin, Cstherine of Sienn, have
becn recedved with joy and resd with oore,

You remind me of my mmereus epiritusl reluotions with her
during her life-time, and claim my tostimomy om bhe oocasion of
eertnin complainte vhich have been mede $o Promels Berbo, Venetion
Bishop of Gastelle, with ragoerd to the Fecst commemorabing thet holy
woman, many persons hesitobing %o believe in tho virtuss hat ore
cseribed to her,

You may be interested $o vow thet, in her last moments,
she $o0ld those of us ¢loss Yo her whot we ouslt to do ofler her
decenge. Then, she turped towerds me and, pointing me out with
her finger, suid: Yand thee, ir virtue of holy cbedlence, I command
in the name of God o go by all neens Yo the Corthusicn Order, for
Go6 hos eadlou and chosen these o thet,®

As she baheld us in ter¥s on oll sides, she soidr Wy
Veloved childrelh, you should not be distressed, but reieice in the
Lord cad regord this u8 & festivael day; for I em sboubk to lewve ny
prison, %o be united $o the fpouse of my soul, and I promise yow
to be more useful o you wfier my desth, than I could possibly hove
beon during my 1life.? Thuet promise ghe hes kepb, and never cosses
to observe it daily.

This iz mot the time por plece $o relnte nll $hot Gotherine
has done ~nd still does for her umworthy son, DPub I commob pess
over in silumwes $hed affer God end the most Blesced Virsin Mery, 1
fesl more indelted to the holy virgiu Catherive than to smy other
cresture 4n the world, :md if there h.o ever beon fygood inwme I
owe 4t %o her.

2 The full text of Yacodfo Bestimony on the devds opd virbuse
@f tha ﬁwmmm %m aprerve in Lokin in ¥,«F, Louvend, Aid
Progenzo Cushelivan, v, B7=73,
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In the Nme of Jesus Grucified cud of Bweul MHory,

To you, decrest oon in Christ Sweck Jusus: I, Onbherine,
servard «nd slave of the cervemto of Jesus Chriet, write you
in Ris preciocus Blood - with desirve B¢ swe you wnll im the poth
of True Light, decsuse withoud hkmowledee of this licht we shell
nob abtrdn to the truthy in foct, we shall trovel in derlmesc,

There crv Hwo mennagr of perfect persons whoe wolk in the
perfect lisht, There are those who hove sed thelr desirc more
in mortifyine the body than in eleying their own will, These
cre fod at the $oble of penance, ond ore good and perfect; bul,
if they have mot a prest bumility end do nob take consol.-tion
in judging sceording to the will of G0d and not agcording to that
of nen, they ofton mur their pwriection by mokirg thawelves
Judges of those who do not go BY the scme road us bhey, And this
befelis them becsuse they bhave sed moroe vesl and cesire in morti-
fying the body thon 4n slaying thelr cwn wille

2uch &6 these ever wisk to chooss timos o1 pl-ces o menbd
consolabicms in Shulr own vay, as aclso the tribulations from the
world nad the ussculbs of the demon; saying, through self-deceit,
beguiled by their own will(which is exlled epirvitunl self-will):
*I should desirs this ccaselntion, exd not Shese meeculia op
battles with the devil -~ not for oy owa sl're, bub 0 ploase God,
cald possess Mim move complebely, beccuse I sewm Lo possess Fim
bedter in this way thoan dn theb.? And thus sueh | one often folls
inko paln ond wemriness, and becomes therddy wmbesrable bo hipe
golf; ond so mors his perfuct stote, The Boint of pride lies
within this, ond he perceives it mot, For, 4f he were truly
Inwble ond not premmpbtucus, he would surely ses thed the £iret
sweut Truth gives state, time, ploce, copsolution, «mdé tribulotion,
ascording o8 1% is necesarry for our sslvaetion, .ml S0 complete in
the soul the perfeciion B0 shich she in chosel, And he would soe
8Lub it gives everything for love, .nd, therefore, with love,

The souls thst h.we thls | wfect lirhd, onvmoured .nd nonding
with love, run 59 the tuble of holy deslivs, They lese tLumselves,
stripping off bhe old mom, thol is, their own sconmsuslity, o thoy
clothe thumsolves with the v mun, (hrist Jweul Jesus, fullowing

3 The campietc Pusons taxt of bhls mossoge is published by
Po ?’318&18@%3111@ wtg v@lo KO pl'n “muﬁ'MQ
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Bim menfully, These ore Bhey who are fod ob the bable of
noly desire, and who hive seb bhelr solicitude more in slaying
thelr ovn willthan in sloying or in morxbifying She bedy, They
have, indesd, mortifisd the body, but not os thelr chief cim,
b merely =& an insbrument Y¢ ndd ther in slaylng Shelr owa
will; for their chief cim should be, snd is, to eley the will,
80 Shat 1t nelbther seeks nor will vughd save $o follow (uwrich
Crucified, seckddng the honour and glory of Mis rome and the
ealvedion of soula,

h, purifiod epd pooified winda, whe cre clobhaft with the
svect gorment of the Lowb, His love ond ch-rity, ond vhe feed
at the teble of holy desire becwuse, huving sttained in grosth
light, you moy partake of the holy food - you do not lese time
in accepting false juigments, either of the servapbs of God or
of the sexrvonte of the world, You do mot $-ke offemss 28 coy
critielism, cither ugainsh yourselves or sthars, TYour love
tovexrd God and your neighbor is well governed snd not ungoverned,
And beesuse it is poverned, such men =8 these, desvrest aon,
never teoks offance ot those whom they love: for sppesronces =re
dead to them, ond they hove mubmitted thomeslves not to be guided
by men, but only by the Holy Spirit, See, them, these enjoy
in this life the pledge of life sternal,

Would $hnt I could see you and the other wknoving sons
reach this iight, for I ses that this parfection is lacking to
you and to others. Xor, wers it mot lackine to you, you romld
not have fellen fmtc wuch criticism ond offence ond folee judgmens,
a8 $0 any =pd belleve thad cmother non wes gulded srd mostorad
by the will of the cresturs ond not of the Creator.

i pray you, therefore, by the love of Chrlet Crucified, thst
you struggle to win the true and perfoct light, eo thet you mny
be mmbered among the perfoct and mot omong the impwriect., I
sz2y no more., Hemcdn in the holy ~nd sweed grace of the Heavenly
Fatber, I coememd myself $0 nll of you, Immerse yourselves in the
Blood of Christ Crucified, Swest Jesus, Josue love,

127
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BLUSSED BILLIAN THE RuGLUSE 4

The Bleseed Tillium Flebe, vardouely kmown to Itelicn clargyman
of his sge ss, "Ouglislwo ds Fleba," "Ouglielmo do Fleebe,®
#11 Bscceldere Inglese®, HOuillelwus de Silva Lotus," wnd
fguillelmns de Anglis, * was born in Inglend ond prosecubed
advanced cosdemic studies ot Cavbridge University, vwhere he meb
John Tartucci, who eventunlly become bis good friend.

Samo time after receiving hic Yacheloreof- ris Cegroe,
Flete ond Tombucc! travelled together to Ibely, bobh Liawlly
settling down, in oirca 1367, among the /iugustinian heymdts of
Leccebo, After 13¥0, thoy hmma sekmowlotged members of the sulmdis
ffemily*, in vhich they were ususlly spolten of by thelr scedemic
dagrecs, John belng the zsstro® amd William the *Bueceliere,®

Hosover, the English recluss wee not given to frequent
ningling cmong his eo-Cotherindete. Spendiing his Qoye in the
Yood of lecceto, he led & life mors sustere than the Aungustindiam
ruls snjoined upon hinm, He devoted himeelf to werks of penance
spd %0 study, avoided sll combsot with cubteidsre, ond cesogisted
but little with the other friars, He rcburned to the convent only
in $he evening or for the offices of the Chureh,

It 1.5, apperartly, this exceseive love of solitude, as well
a8 his atteching too mach isportoncs te mortificetion for its om
sake, thud couesd Cetherine to odmonish hiwm, He, in fuwm, revered
her and induced thres others to Join her ¥eircle?, nmmely, fzmbonic
da Mzze, Felice do Tencredi, :md Mabtteo 4i Fnzls do (ami.

His devotior to Oundherine wag 30 grect, thet he cven revercnced
her clothes, Says Flete, oulogisticallyt %Hob only the person, bub
the very gements of the holy virgin, grve out = mosh exquisits
perfune; and se did the thiags thub che narely touched; snd we who
knes her =e¢ll were sensible of thin fragrence shick cswe forth from
her clothes, like the sweet odour of a fisld vhich the lerd huth
bleszed, *

The Blewsed Willism, lover of solitude and hesvenly condceme
plation, nscended from virtue to virtue, ond grew evary day more
holy., Before hls death in elwes 132, ho is seid Lo have vecsived
civins revelstions in his prayers mad conbempicbions, especicily
about the fubury occlemities of Englend, on whish subjsst Le wrote

4 This biogrephicsl sketch hos been recenstrusted by the thesise
writer from the following welledocumenbed souvceas I's Mwi.d% eui,

DD £80 ¢ Vol. 1, Fhe ‘W"ﬂms Ce g"‘umﬂi (Mo )o Vomorie 41 Ser

fong @ Yty _? o Blens, pre 94 eb meg.) Wewl,

Besse Lo e m}- mx e& ama 3 n?q Pﬂ.‘tﬂ oD, i%

Tam, I, e saxg ind Piilam Flebo, Semo in re cbiom B "ﬁ g

.etv, inse 4 r *I ' §.
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various epistlee, replebo with voried leurning snd Christicon
goul,. These were despotohed chiefly to the membors of hie
own Order und Institube.

A1l of these uwridtings, or ot least somu of thom, were
at one time preserved cmong the Norwich M83, in the Cumbridge

Public Librory omd the Sionvee M55, in Ioly. The list givem Lelow
is still preserved of his worlksl

i. Predictions %o his countrymen of oslemitivs befalllng
ngland, One bosl,

e Tc 'ahe met@m M’ the rrevime, one Mpistle, Jum %imore

B DWm'a utlm. Cne Boolk,
6. Of Demedien ageimst Temptations., Ome bock,
Te In h«mw of ﬁatlmina of amm, &w Sermon, Sermo in
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BLUSSED RAIMONDY Tk HISPORLAN O

The Blsased Hoymond de Capoud presembe the mowt precicus
qualities thod could be united im o historiom, He is mob o
eimple and credulous man vhose imegination cuk be casily
seduoed, but o Heligious of profound kmowledge and renvmed
ssnctity, who relates o the Church whet he sew and hesrd; ond
he does it with 21l the conditions which oblige his testimony
to be scoepted.

A descandant of the celebrated Plerre des Vigunes, Chencellor
of Trederick II,, ke employed eminently bebber then his omsester,
the activity of Lis mind snd the splendor of hie talomte, Ebering
betimes imto the Order of 58, Dominic, he exercised its most
important offices., After directing during four years, the
Monastevry of Monbepulciecno, he beeome Professcr of Theclogy sd
Sienna, and was the Confessor of St. Catherine, whom he cocompanied
in her journies to Fronce cud Ibaly, Urban VI confided $o him
the most delicate znd the most difficult affaiys,

In 1380, he wes named Generzl Musber of hia opder which he
governed during ninebesn yeasrs, Schism ond plsgue hod enfeebled
the children of 5%, Dominie; the Blesved Reymond restored its
anclent viger, and it wus under his sgeney that wes develepsd
in the Order of Prier Preschers, that epoch so fruitful im virtues
end talent, The Blessed Jeon de Dominicl, snboine Koyro$,

Constant de Fobriamo, Plerre Cspusci, Seint Astepine, Fra Angelico,
Fra Benedebto, are scns of that reform which he ssbtebliched im

the convents of Lembardy, Tuscany, Sicily, Mungery, Germany,

Spein :pd Fromse, He died in the midad of his work, im 1399,

at Furemberg, cnd hie body was tramsported to Haples - sﬁnﬁ&’s 1% now
reposes amid $he splendore of the clursh of 5%, Dominic,

The fatigues of hiz zposbolate 244 nob prevent him from leaving
precicus writings behind him, Besides the 1life of b, Agnos of
Montepuleicmo and that of 56, Catharine, he Srenslebed into Lodin
the spiritual trestiess of her of vhom he was st once the Gon -
fessor and Meeiple, Ho composed on adnmirsble commembary on the

» the Office of the Festival of the Visitation, o
trwﬂu nn reform, ond o pread mmber of very remarkcble letters.

6 %This brief ustimete of Bles-ed Noimondo®s sbilities zs on
cbaerver, recorder und writer, 1s given by the French
Catherine aubhor, Frdher I, Cerbier, in am prefece %o his
rendition of bhe I‘balﬂ.rm com’mmr'@ Legpenids, The Fremgh
tremalotion, I Vi e Godligrine de 54 8y Poris, 1863,
wae wyought irto mgmm "by Mw *-n ; ] &mrm Heurs
WM' ‘bm %itlag Lra: 4 2 ARIEN 3; 3 ]‘ 2 lf‘ ] t,c "‘"* AT
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All his comtemporariss loud bis sciomse cnd his virduss; the
Sovereign ontiffs wished to radse him to tho highest dignitien
of the (horch, bub his Wmility oppesed 4%, Urbem VI in Sho
driefe which ho eddresses 0 him, stylos him his head, oyes,
and mouth, his feed ond hondsg he olaims for him the vencratica
of the Imparor, of kings, cordinels and people.

This is the eninend mon whom God promises for Confescar
to Octhexrine, as ¢ specisl fovor: he bLecomes ths witness of her
1ife, ond the depoaitory of «1l the seorcbs of her soulg he
writes what he saw, ond what ke heard; he sddresses himeelf teo
thoge who could be oppable of coptradicting him ond cevefully
discusses the fezets which he reladtce; he confesses his consbend
hesitations =nd £ll the meens that he adopdse in order mot to be
deceived, @He requests, tlrough the indercession of her whom
he fecrs $0 be an illusion, on e=treordinary contrition for
his sins; ond when he hae cbteined that sbundonsd of tesrs which
the epirit of dorlmese can noves bestow he ~44il doubte; then he
megds on the countemcnce of Catharine, the threstening locke of
our Lord Himsalf,

The mamner in which he expeses the mirsculous sbetinence of
Catherins, her spirit of prophesy, ond her frequent cumwmmions,
shows that he brings to the exominstion of the facbs all the
lights of theelagy, snd all the guarerfess of prudence, In fine
there is in the recitel ouch a simplicity of lomguege, such on
evidence of sincerity, that it seame impossible not to believe
in his testimony; God will mever cllew fulsehood tlwa 00 zsomme
the govh of truth,

The life of 5%, Cetherine, written by the Blessed Reymond,
has beer confirmed by cll the depositions of his cordawporaries;
it has served as the basis of the process of ceronizotion, and
the Bull of Pius II, recalls its most exiraordinary facbs,
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Pius, Blshop, Servent of the Servanks of Gods %o mll the
Padthful of Jesue Christ, Howlth cnd the spostoliccl Benediction,

In every age, thare have besn men sgroesble to God by their
sanctity, Though clothed with our commen mordality, they have
subdued the flesh and have led a virtuous life on this earth, 3By
their merits and intercession the world is preserved, the destroying
fire which threatens 1% fs srrested, cnd Godie wrabh ond vengesnce
kindled agoinst it are suspanded,

%o doubt not that, ot this very moment, there cre some souls
who do the will of God, =nd render the Xing of Heeven propitious
end favorsble, 4Among those who have calmed Almighty Jod snd merited
his clemensy, the city of Siemn, one of the Tuscan glories, reckoned 7
Besnerdinoe [Albisseschi, who died in 1444 end wes caxonised ia 14807,

Before Bernardino, our Febhers hod seen in the ssme city of
Siona, the virgin Cstherine, not less exslted in morit ond not less
egreesble %o Ood, Her prayers offerod to the Divine Msjesty have
besn, are etill, ond always will be ueeful to menkind; for if the
ecrings of the wicked end their blasphemies draw down upon us the
wrath of God, the works and supplicetions of the Brinbs preserve us
frem them,

Catherine lod sn angelic life on sorth, She has beer in heaven
twenty-four yecrs, Unmmbered mivacles hove menifested her glory,
and, yet, the Chmrch Militext hes not inscribed her cmong the
faithful Virgins of Christ, The Jomnn Ponbiffs who hove preceded
ua, have not decreed i%, Urbamn VI. and =fter him Imnocert VII.
and Gregody Xil., vho were femilisr with her merits, desizned ren~
dering her this honori bub they were prevented by schism, troudblos
and the wers which agiteted their pontificaten.

God, without doubt, parmitted it, becsuss in the midet of those
$ompests, what wag proclzimed in ons obedience would hove been dess
pised in the other, This offuir was consequextly deferred until ouwr
time, and the Canonization of that Virgin, our countrysomen, hos besn
reosorved %o us, The sznotity of the virgln of Sieme shall be

6 YThe Supreme Pontiffis Pull was iscued, oz June 2§, 1461, on the
ecgaglon of the canonizabion of Cuotherine of Slens, The
ful toxt of the Bull, im lebin, sppesrs in M.al, lourens,
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7 V. Fecohinetti, §, Beypsarding do Glems, miptico sole del
Milano, 1933, pp. B00-BO1, Vid. slee, L. Pestor,
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proeleimed by & mtive of Siems, ocowpying the throme of Pdburg
anf we admis thot in this we axpericnce o saneibis scunslstiom.

We would, Sharafure, proceed in thess bems Bo the comopizction
of the Hlessed Cotharines

Te the honor of the cmpipotent end ebernsl God, Fobber, ow
apd Holy Ghost, for $ho exalbabion of the Crdholls Palith, ond the
exbansion of the Ouistion Religion, snd in virtue of the subhoriby
of Jesue Christ, of the Blessed Apostlos B, Pobar upd Bb, Poudl, (nd
of thnt which has bean conferred on us, we declars, on the oplaion
of $he Bretlran, thot Cstherine of Siens, virgis of Lllustrious
end inaffoosedle menmry, whose body reposes ot Bome in the Caweh
of the Preaching Friars of the Minerve, hes heen clresdy rocelved
and crowmed with glory in the heavenly Jeruselem, swid the shoire of
Virgins, in the ramk which her virtue nerited, sided by divine groge,

Vs debervdne and decres thet she be honored ecs o Saint, in
public and privabe, and we ordmin that her nome be inseribed in
the cstalogue of the Virgins whs ore venerebed hy the Homen (hurek,

iet 20 ensg mllow himself $o chunge amything in thie decl:rotion,
nor ir whobever 18 conmtalns, releotes, ordeins and settlens 1ot no
ons sbtack it with temerity; should anyone thus renfer himself
guilty, 1ot him now that he exposes himself to the indigneticn of
Almighty God, oxd of the Ioly Apostles Pebter «d Puaul,

Mven ot lome, at $b. Peberts, in the yeor of the Imearnsbion,
1461, the tvexty-sirth of Jube, end the third yesr of onr Pombifincte,
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o the lebters ¢f the Pouwrtouih Hobury saird ond
opistlar, Cotherine of Siema, exzerd a benefilcizl gpirdtunl
affect upon her contwporariest This ie the plvotel quostion

sboub wirich revolves the problen of the thesis Litled, The

A solubion of the thesis proble hos presentel ab wiagnsl
task, for the following ressumes

1) Altheungh mapy Mwericon spd Cavedlzn libreries ovm of leasd
cze or two Mrglishe-langusgs olitions of romumbis biegraphdes of
Cethearins, very 1listle scholarly litexsiure ia inglish is ¢ be
Soand coywhere decling with ¢he genewsl erdrittal laflvence of
the Slenese sxixt om har owm and subseguard wgos.

11) Less thon sue-fifth of Gstherine’s lobtars eddressed to

her cormtemporaxien bave besn renslated Ando Boglish,

4ii) OCxly thrse of & domen origimel Tuecan and lebin works
written by Qetherine's diseldples in praiae of her apiritwl lohours
appeer in Baglish,

iv) 1% has beon unecessary 30 condaod IPallzm, ITnzlish ond Amavicsn
privote, publie and wndvaralty lbwrardes, ap well as womasteries,
conveabs nrd pblisking hwases, 1v az efiort %0 locuty pardinond
Pagezn and Labin doewmenke ond Axbe,

v} I hes 2lep Daen neseszery bto turn west of Shese forgigne

tougne domaments oud daba fnbo Doglich,
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Golng to the cors of the problum has, tharefore, netesslbotod
in the medn, a tvo-pronged mymlge, mmely, the venderingy dubo
Englich of sovenbyesevem Tusesn nod lebin episties of Ccbbwrime cnd
her disciples, and of cthar foreign-bongue witinge « the moet imporbond
mnmaseriyt copiee of vhich repose in the asdional sod munloipsl 1l
bravies of Siemn, Florenco, umue ond Combridge - o cud the soorohing
thereinto for reel -nd rensonably tengible sismaxte of the 54 vnoee
epistlarls gpirvitual intluence on five reprecadfiotive conbempararice’
Runderd Poglisresd (do 1406}, Shefame Hocond (d. 1434}, Willien Flebe
(8, cirea 13BZ), Baimondo do Cepua (4, 1390), and Tommase Cefforind
(de 1434).

In Chapter I 45 explained the foot that a simdlor $roatment of
Cetheringts religious influenoe hos never befors been cttanpbed 4n the
pagt, ond thot a problem imvelving her epistolury epiritusl inflvonce
on hey cenbamporaries hos nover befare been both propesed and sssoyeds

Cherter XX cenbare wpon Peglioresi, o poet and o Tente scholar,
It ia the ewsget goodness of fod apd the scint?a twelve leSters vhich

f£inally roise the posd-scholaris dejoested and despriring soul, fyom
& state of impewfoct lovs, to thut of perfect love of Bhe Crostor,

Mk bow dees Gsdherine help Poglisresi modify his mode of living?
By tesching hinm $o0 fix his wlad, heart and soul upon the Suprems Belnz.
The habiSunticn of this ach wiilmabely helps hin frec himself from &1}
wnmorkhy sobs, Wlws permitding him to advanse from ene virtwe 40 2npdher.
He bevowes an Ulived:.n mopk in fulfiliment of Catherinels dbelionss,

8 =4 fonare re o tribube to
har loving personsdity wnd on sxpression of gratitude for the menney
in vhich she chenges his way of 1ife,
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The comversion of Maoond, noblemen ol wrider, 4o trected iam
Chapter II1, Exbrevagunbly stlephed to hie Lomily, he evertually
severs the donde thet hold him fast to Mis bhome, dlapercges self amd
gvery mundane form of joy, «nd bows t0 the onll of the Fely Gpirit,.
However, it is Cabherine’s tweive opistles om the school of the
Foly Ghost anmd o cctive Divine love, which help VMecomi opprecists
the exxberaxt life of grece ond the richness of swowneboral 1ifs, HFhe
yrepsree him for the monestie life, bub 1% is the Foly dpivid thot
guides him inte the Saxrbhusian crder,
is & testinony of Vasonids inddbiednens 40 the Blessed Virgin Mary and
Ste Catherine for their epiriivs]l sesisisone,

Cetherine's series of lettera writden to Flebe, cn Anguetinian
author, are probed inte and dlecussed in Chepber IV, Recause Fleteo
has unwittingly beca oriticsd of somw of hiaz fellow-hermits, he
receives eRligkboning eplsbclavy counsel from Cethearinsts pem, Ibs
ssseuce is, thed knowlefge of omesslf lezds 30 a wider edusslicn -
the efucation of obhewsi and that it is only vhen ome has thoroughly
understood the frelltics of cnenelf, that one cen afford %o be
chariteble %owards othars,

Flets hmbly ascepbe the golnbts apiritusl cdvice combained in
her memsages, His appreclotion of Cobherine's spiritusl help is freely
admitted in two of his litersry worke, mmely, 5o

o mmner in which Cutbevine’s sevabaeem epletolory sermons help
prepare har last confesser, Japus, fov the vols of «ffective hernld of
Chriablan purity and chomplon sgaingt the rising tide of Sofless nepe
veganiem, 1z trested nt lengtlh in CQuobear V.
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oy, Gepuwa the lNemdnicon wlewrly indieobes

his grotitude to the Slenmese epistlier for her ald in leading him
wp the ladder of spiritual perfection,
fiow the virgin of Puscany favorsbly Lmprosses Galfarini with
her letters on the true mesninge of consecration of duty, fs relubed
in Chopter VI,
Altheugh he iz o Domindean writer ond o nosbay of theology, he
ie alwoye humble and cbedlenh, He it ds vho, =fter 1380, indtistes
the movenar® thet aviminzbes in Catherinets canonization, OCaffariniie
half-gemtury devoltion to (etherine snmd hs boglogrepblc studice, Bupnlenentym
or, cswply Sosiify $o the scimbts snirituel influence on

There ore at lessh fowr major cosclusions snd reotmmendszhions
which zay bo mede u3 & result of this sthudy of Codherine's spiridtusl
letters, They nay bo glven ix this arders

i) Cstherine Jowws thet she is nod un sxperd theelogian, Therafere,
she dores not desl with delloste theolegleal guestiome., Yers is bk o
gimple tesching, which iz groomfed in love of God o) her fellow-beings.

11) Tue oredit mush be given to Qutherine’s epilstles for bringing
obord bemeficiel epiritwel changes in the lives of her conbenporaries,
Yok, the fact remaine thot the 1ight of groce plaps the key réle in
thelr spirituad trancformetion,

§35) OCatherine's wribinges might be profitadly exomined by
scholars, seme dey, for the sxbtort to which hor contemporsries exert tholr
influence op the soint of Slemn,
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iv) The Gothsrine of convermbionad blogrophies, which guibe
oftan coutain u mdxtuwre of feeld and fichiom, cuanct be reconslled
with tho Gatherine of har lebters, in vhich her Inmen zide is movre
olesvly refiected, Dkiesd, her own eplatles, though eimple (nd
candid, may be looked upon zs the mest trastworthy materisls from
wideh a true=to~-life word portrait of Czbherine may be constructed,
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Abbad, B S, {ADSE VIR L ;
ds Sieme, Nomnt Qama ..wikrice R. camhba B

A lsarnsd discussion of Cebhorines dw&rmw af
spiritual elevstion ns grounded in pesce of mind nnd heord,
snéd love of God and moighbor, Particulerly helpful are
Pert VIII, which iz givem %o ax inderprebetion of the Sienono
eplatlerts Jlalogo, «ud Pert IX, which contalne, in Iballen,
t%ha Bull of Pore Pius II for her canemizabion,

mep, . (M.). Ja)m Pits! m I1lustribus Anglize scripteribus®
tedat ioxmn ebos englieis, Porisiist spud
Rel 1num ery. & mmﬁam m-mmzy, 1619, Tormus Prime, 2980 peges.
The first wlhwie of an unfinished mezutm historicel
survey of the Cetholis Glmrch in England end the oubsbanding
contributers %o her growth, OFf specisl value is 2 pordiom of
the sesond end principsl poyt, as 46 gives a Licgraphiosd ekeSoh
of the Anglo-Ibalian fvguetbindep hermit, William ¥ebe,

Bit‘lli’ e'og Saxnd g N0y ~' SAEEBE LU LETR
Romat O, Be Persvie & &,, 1945, 1LVI.200 pagaas,

A scholayly analysis of tum;v-»fwx masobiogrephionl,
nystioel, exhordstive, nnd diplemantic lebtars written by
Cstherina, Of this eelovbion, ene Copus and two Waceni ladters
are touchsd wpon Yy Siznor Ritelld,

Borghind, R., ot al.,
Lidreria Biltrice Flovastina, 1947,

An mokhoritetive aymposisn appraach 'hy sloven Cabhorine
subhors $0 an inSerprebation of the Sleness spint'z spirituality,
A usefa) voluns £a7 2 elear uwdderstanding of (sthovinels
figurative spiritual laprunge,

Cartier, B, (8d,), Life Gediharine of Bien 5 by
Bleesed Roymond of Qapun, lHer Gomm:mr. ?r. fmm %ws ?wwh Yy
the Ladies of the Sacred Heart. New Tork: P. J. Eenedy & sons,
n.4, (18607), X~432 pogum,

A rare Biglish t"‘émalatien of Uarbler's 185& Frengh
randition of Reimonde's lLezends %s or Tirsd blogruphy of
Cadherine, Sysbematicelly and 10310&11;7 divided into three
prrés ond twerd pefour brief chaptars, the Cortier wiition
prosents veXy mush the originul order .nd simple and poetic
recital of Cehherinets 1ife, A parussl of this book is
necessary for & good understsnding ef the spiribtusd relstions

:wlmosu the e-int =nd Cepus, (1l 6f the lubbers exolonesd bebween

roll e,
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Providense

trice %rtmw l%ﬁ &% wa
m ¢ Fablhier ai Imwm;mwmm Isalian rendition of the
Tuscan "Hook" cubrusted by Cebherime to Capun before her deabb.
Gorrectly imberpretive of the mysbloal sense snd value of the
Disloge, this volume mokes essentiel resding for o cleer compre-
henslon of Catherine’s spistles on the possibility of the unicn of
the soul with God in love.

m ht ths bm himmph&m of Gha ﬁiamsa paind to
appest in the English langusge. The edition of 1915, which
hes been consulted by the thesie-writer, hes advunbzges over
all other Tyene editions, becwuse, throwh the kiminess of
Dr. B G, Gerdner, ¢ nuber of errows in Itelicn history spd
chronology, =xd in the tvomelutien of seversl Cubherine
epistles, hove been vorvected in it, OFf spoeial inberesh m
Irane's Inglish rendition of the soink’s twebtise on Conmumd
vhioh records o spiritual converssiion waweim %h@

Lerfeation,
soul and the Heavenly Fabher wpon the complete subrission of seld
apd the perfect fulifilling of Godls will.

ya!ﬁ’.erg R‘p "%ﬁh@lﬂl&nﬂ” i’ﬂ ) Apuaf GF ARGE “ 4 D2 6

239
A corefal E&*mm—»xﬂzu&u scholarte editipg of Cathering
zamaserizte 4n the Bitlichese Nazlomele 41 Flrenzs, the Biblio-
teoo Landmn of Pirenze, the Biblisctess Rlccardiume di Fireuse,
and the Biblistecs df 3dene, The Fawbiler publicaticon is iwe
portont bwma iﬁ conbuins tiwree of Willim Fl&iw'a lit wary

d ¥eg, Doipundam ds virtubibus B, desering

?ﬂrratu.. L, (88,), Letbare ig e
1e9 e U vols, &3 m: ’l’i‘@maﬁa a. mwm msw

The well=docomented five-volume work of a theologieal
writer, Yonsignor Ferrebtile edition of Cotherinsis letbers is
sspecially velushle for ite olsxrifylog footmobes mppendss to0 those

Catherine epistles coubaloing quotetions fyom Aguinas and ether
panerdotzl luminaries af the Gmreh,

M' 3: (MG)’ e B 1

Pagea.

A elessioel writer and cn wyld veoder of Gobheriniss
Tompneects works, Bignor Moo czomdiee twentyecighd Jctheriue
letters for Jenbesn influenows. Five of the soventicen Gapue
lettaras ave tredied dn this hook,

FABOT o ¥ilomos %@ﬂh f@m@ﬂ T e
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A naw Lobin edition of Tormeso Gofferinide Jsien
based on M5, AD. X%, II, whleh wag discoversd by Baitor W&mbﬁm
in the Biblictece Mugiomnle Pealdense 44 ¥Wilawe, The wamuscripd
hed originelly reposed irn the Cevtosn of Povia, Comvendeble Tor
ite enligzitenine emendations,

A dooumenbary work thad coubcine 2dited copien of
Catherine mamacrints vhich hed wncocoundebly been negleched
by, or had oscaped the notice of, all the seim e biogrephers
and editors, It throws lizht upon soversl aspects of Cubherinets
personality, and helps the Cobharine sbulend $o crrenge more
eecurctaly the chronologienl order of hor latiere mmd the
evar®s in her epletolary caresr to which thay refsy,

Meli, 6. (34,), Lty s ! inn 5,
Caterine dr- Sienn, 5 vols, f:‘simm nma m&ﬁrﬁ.@e Bomwi, Y707

1754,

An cubhoritatively roviced anf amotrbed fivo-volune
Cstherinipn work comdeining Qamonico B, Pecodle Ttclisn version
of Qrpuais latin blography of the Siencee virgin, the M@,
an Itsiien trenslotion of Coffarini®s Lefin
372 Cetherine lebters. Rxtremely helpful cre Glgu'a m&&ta
prologuies shich wreo prefived to hiz five velumos,

Gm’-' ‘-}., € ,u;;" A48 Lol % £
Pilipvine-ivocs, 1760, XLIV-483 poges

A Gotherine laxicon. ' m;mm gilds in preporly
rendering Cobherinets fourtesmth-century Tuscon lettars x50
modern Itsddan,

A ¥endlls nelltimnle

mttﬁ "7 ?‘ wﬁ }w ,‘ ‘1}; t
- - iyl o] Ty q 3 & g éms

Ram&gmu wsa. EM% px:zgas.

In thls work, the labters of Cstherine's dlsciples ore
for the first time pblivhud in bouk ifoome Uy sre very velusble
boczuse they admit the Cstherine sbndent, g it w&ra, into the
private eirels of %he goinhfs "fumiglis epdritusie.

m««m H.-H. (-'c-d.). 11 lreces

B8 prmes, |
'ﬂwmkl to tha mwmgame lezbours of Mrther Leuwrant,
the fomoue Provess of Tendce, or I'rocess of Cebolto, ds for the

firet time presembed in its embirety. ‘horess the vall-lmown Processus
of e Mortene onf U, Dorexd, published in Perde fo 1759, comtalns
the aapani’a lons of sevon witossnes fmly, the TLeurend eﬁiﬁi@n conbning

ull oF the SWwimby-four copeeibions of thor. @ sony who ware oifed

¢ appesy before Frunconcs Bavbo, Hoissopus rmatalmmiag in 141%, %o
Zive Sestivony snemt the holiness of the » Lib¥s Y8fe and bthe purity of
hor doctrines. The work is fwpertunt for twoe rensons fivet, 4t i
beged on the origlual wemuseripd pruserved in the Bssildor 41 5, Dowendap
in Siemei secondly 4% conteins the nebsrived tesbimenise ond the wridden
proiess of her dieciples, Macend, Uaffovisd, Oeswe, Flebe snd Peglisroesi,
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Jand, I. (Tr.), Soixt
New York: Iongeans, Grovn and m.. clB47, VILi-44E prges,
A blogrephy based on s study of wig:&ml doousanlis,
Appended thereto, iu lobin, L8 the historisally mxm"%m
Pavh 1Y, Tract IV, of Tommase Cafferiail's Supplementum
I% 49 a yeprimt from the fowrteeath cmbury W.L.lu, E whiah 4s
conserved in the Bidlictegs Commnle 41 Slens,

Misolabtelli, P, (Bd.), Lo Lettere 41 S5, faote
6 vols, Firenzel Caac Biidrice Horzegeo, €13

The latest complete oriticel edibion of the Blenvys
epdstlerts ledters, prepared by the late cocmpsut of the Chelr
of Catherine Stufies in the University of Slenma, Frof, Miscisbtelll
has included mumerous corrective oxmototions, Hssenbial resding
maboriels for Cutherine reosesrchers, inzemuch as $his work contzine
&b lesst severteen newly-discovered opistles dispstched by the soimt
of Tuseaiy.

Puscebti, A,, J1 Borineg igbis B s Ciderioe
Pirenses Libreris moreuﬁim }.M azs pnf;em.

& Taminieante emn#wy en suthoribtstive group die-
cuesions held in the UJatherine Hall :b the Univeraity of Slens
during the winter sewglion of 1645.1947%, 4 naw light ir ghed
on the Slemese myabic's views on the wilverasl spiritus]l brothene
heod of men,

mm Ve Iy (‘?!‘. & Mc)g VipkP sk he i o R STk C
o Hew York: H. P. Dobbon & %., 1@%, mass p:«gsn.
A gexions sbtempt by dmericuts bast known Qetherin
lovestigator %o exomine $he mony-sided nature of the Memw
saint ng reflected in . eelested and Vrenslobed group of
seventy letters, Althmuch Frof, Soudder has wsed principslly
the older (Q707) Gigli epistolory edition, she hos nevertheless
been edble to guther btopether wulffisient documertary Soka 89
reconzbruct brief sketehss of the lives of the murs sobive manbers
of the saixt®s Scircolo,"

wplemerdym, wiich {e sometines remumw ng ﬁam Wiirat
with blw zgrmtcmb fund of orimnml feodures that we possess
of the 5lenese gplstler. 4 relickle odition, for Tunbuoed

han consulted on originesl oodex, namely, MS.7.12, whieh repeses
in the Bibhlictecs Comunale 4 uiam. ) ’ e
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& Judicione tweutieth-gentury sttespt to medarnize the
400 tasts of Gubherinels despetchee und to wriage them 4n v now
chronplorienl order bosed wen comurebively resend Lindings.
Replete with light-shedding emeniotions., (nly cighty-eieht lobters,

Srested in the firet of » plonned serdes of velumop, hwe tims Loy
been put into modern Itnlinnm,

mﬂm, e (Mo)o 242 L.of
4 vols, Firenze: 3, Barbers,

A mi1dly modernized suifion of the gdeli colleatien of J73

epistles of the virgin of Tusceny, @uite useful ~re Sicnor Tom seo’s
spnotedlons and ravised chromology.




