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INTRODUCTION

George Orwell in his novels, essays, and
journalistic writings brings before the mind of the reader
the reaction of a man whose basic tendencies had been
thwarted, It 1s the purpose of this study te show that
as Orwell's characters are thwarted or denied these basic
inclineations they react accordingly. Thelr different
moods or reactions are the reactions of Orwell himself,

The first chapter deals with the mood of revulslon
against totalitariaenism and its effects upon humanity and
literature., In his novel Nineteen Eighty-Four Orwell

projects present day structures and policies of totalitarian
rulers, predicsted upon conditlons of permanent war and the
development of the technicsl mesns of espionsge and
surveillance, to the point of complete extinction of

private life,

The mood against Fascism 13 developed in the
second chapter, In 1937, Orwell went to Spain in the
capscity of a journallst for the Independent Labour Party
of Englsnd, Once he reached Spsain, however, he joined the
Party of Marxist Unification, (the Loyalist Party), which
was sgeinst Franco who stood for Fascism, Orwell recorded

the atmosphere, the dirt, the noise, the dlscomfort, the
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ragged clothes, the feeling of privation, the lack of
training, the lack of emmunition in a book entitled Hemgge
to Catalonia,

In 1945, Orwell's Animsl Farm was published. It

is a famous parody of the Russian Revolution and its
developments, Chepter III of this thesis transfers the

sllegory of Animsal Farm into perallel political realities

which it represents and Orwell's revolt against them.
After his greduation from Eton, Orwell served as

e sub-divisionsl officer in Burma for five years, Here

he received first hand information on the evils of

imperialism which he portrayed in his bock Burmese Days

and two essays entitled, "A Hanging," and "Shooting an
Elephant,”

He returned to England in 1927, with a feeling
of guilt and a strong desire to atone for his past actions,
The late 'twenties and the early 'thirties were the days
of world wide depression. Orwell went to Paris where
unemployment was just as bad as everywhere else, The fact
that he was e foreigner made job hunting extremely
difficult, He finally obtained employment in a hotel

resteurant as a dishwasher, When he could stand the
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conditions no longer, he went to London where he lived the
1life of a tramp, These experiences were recorded in

Down and Out in Paris and London,.

Victor Gollancz asked Orwell to investigate the
working end living condlitions of the coal miners at Wigan.
Orwell sgain projected himself into the work of the people
and lived in their lodgings. Being & middle~class man
himself he was extremely incensed against a society which
allowed such conditions to exist. The result of his

investigation was a book called The Road to Wigan Pier.

After his experiences as & dishwasher, a tramp,
& coalminer and bookseller, Orwell was ready to offer
Soclalism as a solution to the evils of the day., This

he presented in s book called The Lion and the Unicorn,

Chepter VI of this thesis brings out Orwell's six point
program of Soclialism,

The final chapter deals with the patriotism of
the English people as portrayed by Orwell in the pamphlet
The English People end in seversal of his essays., General

characteristics of the English peopls, thelr moral and
political outlook, the English class system, and the traits
of the English language were developed,
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INTRODUCTION viii

Orwell's outstanding quality as & writer was
directness., He wasted no time in getting to the heart
of the metter, This quality cen be achieved only by
constant vigilance and study of the best models., His
models were Shaw, Glssing, Samuel Butler, Swift, and Wells,
The latter dominated his fiction, but Shaw and Gissing
provided tools from which he formed his style, In political
writing, the thread runs back through Shaw to Cobbett,
Swift and Defoe, In literary criticism the chief precursor
was Walter Bagehot, Throughout his writings Orwell strove

to create values we respect: decency, humaenity end honesty,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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CHAPTER 1

REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM

The 1initial chapter of this thesis will deal
with Orwell's outstanding mood - that of revulsion against
totalitarianism. First its nature and then its effects
upon humanity and literature will be examined. This
chapter will also include consideration of Orwell's

Nineteen Eighty-Four which expounds the government and

class structure of totalitarianism, Finally various
opinions of critics in regard to this work will be
brought forward,

The history of our time has been made by
dictators of the past. DMussolini, Hitler and Stalin
managed to enlist the support of solid masses of men.
The wars they waged with one another and against free men
were the sacrifices which the masses, degraded by
totalitarianism, offered up in fanatical self-idolatry.

Respect for common life has given place to the
servile need for a "mass"™ society in which one man
violently imposes his own views and opinions on the whole
collectivity., Men are not asked to contribute anything but

servile conformity and applause.
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REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM

Totalitarian society systematically dissolves the
firm bonds which unite men in the basic social units,
families and parochial communities. The totalitarian
society does this in order to uproot the individual from
spontaneous human attachments and transplant him into
organizations focused upon the cult of totality embodied
in the leader.

Every kind of pressure is brought to bear upon the
individual to divest him of his true personality and of his
normal social attachments. He is systematically made to
distrust and fear other individuals, and to shift his con-
fidence from those with whom he lives to a leader whom he
never sees or hears at close range, but only on the radio
or on the screen.

Totalitarian states ruthlessly manipulate human
beings, degrading and destroying them at will, sacrificing
bodies and minds on the altar of political opportunism
without the slightest respect for the value of the human
person., One might almost say that the modern dictatorships
have displayed everywhere a deliberate and calculated
hatred for human nature as such.

The techniques of degradation used in concentration
camps and in staged trials are familiar to us. They all

have one purpose: to defile the human person beyond recogni-

tion in order to manufacture evidence for a lie.
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Techniques of degradation systematically foment
distrust, resentment, separation, and hatred. They keep
men spiritually isolated from one another, while jamming
them together physically on a superficial level, the plane
of the mass meeting., They tend to corrode all man's
personal relationships by fear and suspicion so that the
neighbor, the co-worker, is not a friend and support but
elways a rivsal, a menace, a persecutor, a potential stool
plgeon who, 1f we are not careful, will have us sent to
prison.

Slavery has been restored in the Twentieth Centu-
ry. The forced-labor cemps all over Europe and North Africa
are simple chattel slavery where Poles, Jews, Russians and
the political prisoners toil at road-making or swamp-draining
for their rations. The only difference between the early
slave methods and the present is that the buying and selling
of slaves by indivlduals 1s not yet permitted, When one
recalls that slavery of the early empires lasted for four
thousand years, one grasps the full lmplication of the facte

A society becomes totalitarian when its ruling
class has lost its function but succeeds in holding on to
power by force or freud, Such a society can never be
tolerent or intellectually steble, Literary creation de=-
mands truthful recording of facts and emotional sincerity,

This i1s not possible whenever there is an enforced orthodoxy.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM L

For example, in the Speanish Civil Wear many Iintellectuals
were deeply moved by the experience but were not allowed to
present it truthfully, When liberty of thought is endan-
gered, literature is.doomed., Any writer who adopts a
totalitarian outlook, finds excuses for persecution, for
felsification of reality, destroys himself as a writer., A
bought mind 1s a spoiled mind,

Many people believe that a writer can outwerdly
comply with the totalitarian government and then secretly in
his attic he can record his thoughts in perfect freedom,
Orwell writes:

The secret freedom which you can supposedly

enjoy under a despotic government is nonsense,
because your thoughts are never entirely your

own, Philosophers, writers, artists, even scien-
tists, not only need encouragement and an audience,
they need constant stimulation from the people.

It is almost impossible to think without talking.,
Take away freedom of speech, and the creative
faculties dry up.—*

In England there 1s very little literature which
deals with the disilluslonment of the totalltarian states,
The special world created by secret police forces, censor-
ship of opinion, torture end frame-up trials is known sbout

and to some extent disapproved of, but it has made very

little emotional impact,

1.

George Orwell, "As I Please," Tribune, No. 383,
(April 28, 1944), p.10. -
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REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM 5

George Orwell, however, presented to us in almost
all his books and journalistic writings his revulsion
against the totalitarian soclety in general, and against
Fascism, Imperialism, and Comnunism in particular. In

Nineteen Eighty-Four Orwell portrayed three totalitarian

states: Oceenia comprised the Americas, the Atlantic
Islands including the British Isles, Australasia, and the
southern portion of Africa, Europe was absorbed by Russia
and therefore Eurasia comprised the whole of the northern
part of the European and Asiatic laend-mass, from Portugal
to the Bering Strait, Eastasla, smaller than the others
and with a less definite western frontier, comprised China
and the countries to the south of it, the Japanese islands
and a large but fluctuating portion of Menchuria, Mongolis,
and Tibet,

The government of Oceania was vested in four
agencies: the Ministry of Peace which concerned itself with
war; the Ministry of Truth which propagated lies; the
Ministry of Plenty which promoted starvation; and the Minis-
try of Love which tortured people just for the sake of
torturing. The names of these agencies in Newspeak were
Minipax, Minitrue, Miniplenty, and Miniluv,

The Ministry of Peace concerned itself with war,
There was continual warfare going on between the three super

states, The people all believed that Oceanisa was at war

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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with Burasia when all of a sudden a broadcast told them that
Oceania was at war with Eastasia and in peace with Eurasia,

Posters were torn down; new ones replaced the old, Immedi-

ately all records had to be altered, Winston, the main

character in Nineteen Eighty-Four, worked eighteen hours

a day altering records, Mattresses were spread on the cor-
ridors, Sandwiches and victory coffee were served to meet
the sudden demands.,

The only &im of this war was to keep the population
in subjection, to exert theilr energies in channels from
which they themselves could not benefit. A Floating For-
tress, for example, had locked up in it the labor that
would build several hundred cargo ships, Ultimately it was
scrapped as obsolete, never having brought any material
benefit to anybody., Manufacturing war weapons would have
the same effect,

Another means of destroying the products of human
labor was sinking in the depths of the sea materials which
might otherwlise be used to make the masses too comfortable
and too intelligent., Orwell stated that 1t would be just
as easlly possible to gather all the surplus goods and set
fire to them but this would provide only the economic and
not the emotional basis for a hierarchical society,

"War Is Peace" was one of the three slogans of the

super state., In the past the ruling groups did fight one

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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another and the victors plundered the vanquished, but in
Oceania war was waged by the rulers against the subjects in
order to keep the structure of society intact, therefore,
it was accurate to say that war being continuous ceased to
exlst hence "War Is Peace,"

In order to condition the people to this continu-
ous warfare Oceania had a two-minute-a-day hate program
during which a telescreen image of Emmanuel Goldstein
appeared, This telescreen was a kind of television set
which could never be turned off and which picked up as well
as received images., The members of the party learned from
it what they were to do and what to believe. At the other
end of the screen the Thought Police saw their reaction and
heard everything they said.

Goldstein, whose 1lmage appeared on the telescreen,
was to Ingsoc what Trotsky was to Communism, The inserted
chapters from Goldstein's imaginary book on the "Theory end
Practice of Oligarchical Collectivism," were imitations not
only of Trotsky's rhetoric but also of his mode and manners
as a Marxist theoretician,

When Goldsteln appeared on the screen, the people
worked themselves into a frenzy, even if they secretly
rebelled against Ingsoc as Winston Smith did. Life
magazine published an interesting description of this two

minute hate program:

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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The horrible thing about the Two Minute Hate
was that it was impossible to avoid joining in.
Within thirty seconds eny pretense was always
unnecessary., A hideous ecstasy of fear and
vindictiveness, a desire to kill, to torture,
to smash faces in with a sledge hammer, seemed
to flow through the ghole group of people like
an electric current,<*
Toward the end of the two minute hate the face of
Big Brother was flashed. The people then returned to their
normal self. Some stretched their hands out to him as to
their deliverer and savior.
In connection wlth the two minute hate program
Ingsoc had a hate week each year during which parades took
place. Part of the economy drive in preparation for hate
week was to cut off the electric current during daylight
hours., Winston Smith, who lived on the seventh floor, was
forced to climb the stairs, for the 1lifts did not operate,
The second agency of Oceania was the Ministry of
Truth which propagated lies, Winston Smith worked for this
ministry. His duty was to make corrections in the Times'
paper. For example, the people were notified that chocolate
rations would be reduced from thirty to twenty grams.

Winston was told to meke a correction to the effect that it

would probably be necessary to reduce the rations at some

2e

"The Strange World of Nineteen Eighty-Four,"
Life, (July L4, 1949), p.81. ’
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time in April. He clipped the correction to the appropriate
copy of Times and returned it to the printer., As soon as
all corrections had been made the paper would be reprinted,
the original copy destroyed, and the corrected copy placed
on the files in its stead.

This process was applied not only to newspapers but
also to books, periodicals, pamphlets, posters, leaflets,
films, cartoons, photographs, and to every type of litera-
ture or documentation which held any political significance,

Since Ingsoc demanded total obedience, 1t must
always be right., To make this possible Winston had to
alter the records of history. The fascinating process by
which this was done was described by Orwell in the follow-
ing scene, where a message in Newspeak arrived on Winston's
office desk., Winston unrolled the message. It read:

times 3. 12. 83 reporting bb dayorder double-

plusungood refs unpersons rewrite fullwise upsub
antefiling,

In Oldspeak (or standard English) this might
be rendered:

The reporting of Big Brother's Order for the
day in the Times of Dec.3, 1983 is extremely
unsatisfactory and makes reference to nonexistent
persons, Rewrite it in full and sgbmit your draft
to higher authority before filing.-*

3.
George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four, New York:
Harcourt Brace, 1949, p.45.
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Now, what Big Brother did that was so unsatisfactory
was that he praised the work of an orgenization known as
FFCC which supplied cigarettes to sailors in the Floating
Fortress., A certain Comrade Withers was also singled out
for the Order of Conspicuous Merit, Second Class,

Three months later the FFCC organization was
dissolved, The words "refs unpersons,™ indicated that
Withers was already dead, he never existed. Winston was
forced to fabricate a personage which he did in the person
of Comrade Ogilvy. A few fake photographs and a few lines
of print brought him into existence, The report on
Comrade Ogilvy ran as follows:

At the age of three Comrade Ogilvy has refused

all toys except a drum, submachine gun, and model
helicopter, At eleven he had denounced his uncle
to the Thought Police after overhearing a conver-
sation which appeared to him to have criminal ten-
dencies, At seventeen he had been a district
orgenizer of the Anti-Sex League, At twenty-
three he had perished in action. Pursued by enemy
jet planes while flying over the Indian Ocean with
important dispatches, he had weighted his body
with his machine gun and leapt into deep water,
dispatches and all - an end, said Big Brother
which it was impossible to contemplate without
feeling of envy.h-

Big Brother then made a few concluding remarks sbout

Comrade Ogilvy., He was a non-smoker, a total abstalner,

be Ibide, Pel47e

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM

took the vow of celibacy, and had no other subjett of

conversation except the welfare of Ingsoc, and no other aim

in life except to hunt down the enemies of Eurasia.

Comrade Ogilvy, who had never existed in the present, now

existed in the past, and once the forgery was forgotten he

would exist just as authentlcally, and upon the same

evidence as Charlemagne or Caesar.

That falsification of records occurred can be

deduced from one of the bilographers of Stalin who wrote:

I was in Moscow when Lenin died, and I
remember very well who was present at his funeral
and who took turns in carrying the coffin with his
mortal remains. The procession was filmed, in
spite of the fearful cold, and year after year on
the anniversary of Lenin's death that film was one
of the documentaries shown. During the great po-
litical trials of 1936 a man I knew well, employed
in the film industry, told me that that 'documentary'
film was being completely saltered; all the men in
the dock were being cut out of the film., I set that
down as one of the many jokes current in the Literary
Club. But my curiosity had been aroused, and I went
to see the 'documentary.' To my astonishment,
Rykov, who became head of the Government after Leninj;
Zinoviev and Kamenev, who had taken over the leader-
ship in the Party in succession to Lenin; and almost
all other leaders present at the funeral had dis-
appeared from the film. The coffin was shown as
carried from the 'Union House'! to the Red Square
in turns by &ll those who in that year 1936 stood
round Stalin, lncluding some persons who at the
time of Lenin's funeral were not in Moscow at all,
I found at home a press photograph of the time of
the funeral, end it confir?ed that I had not been
the victim of an illusion.”’*

Nikolaus Basseches, Stalin, New York:

E.P. Dutton and Co., 1952, p.8.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM 12

Another method of falsifying records was by
omitting events which ought not to have happened, Orwell
wrote:

An example is the Russo-Germean Pact which 1s
being effaced as quickly as possible from public
memory. A Russian correspondent informs me that
mention of the Pact is already being omitted from
Russian year books which table recent political
events,,©e

An important element of the Ministry of Truth was
Doublethink, Orwell craftily presented it to us in

Nineteen Eighty-Four:

To know and not to know, to be conscious of
complete truthfulness while telling carefully
constructed lles, to hold simultaneously two
opinions which cencelled out, knowing them to be
contradictory and believing in both of them; to
use logic ageinst logic, to repudiate morality
while laying claim to it, to believe that demo-
cracy was impossible and that the Party was the
guardian of democracy; to forget whatever 1t was
necessary to forget, then to draw it back into
memory again at the moment when it was needed,
and then promptly to forget it agaln; and above
all, to apply the same process to the process
itself, That was the ultimate subtlety: con-
sclously to induce unconsciousness, and then,
once agaln, to become unconscious of the act of
hypnosis you had just performed., Even to under-
stand the wo$d doublethink involved the use of
doublethink,'*

6.
George Orwell, "Notes on Nationalism,"
Such, Such Were the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace and Co.,
1953, p.Cb.

Te

Op.Cit., Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four, p.3b.
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Orwell pictured a society that had hit upon a
system of propaganda able to destroy the political past.
He argued that when the rulers succeeded in wiping out the
past, the ruled must accept the present as Utople, because
they have no basis for judging it. Winston Smith vividly

presented this ides to Julia:

Do you realize that the past, starting from
yesterday, has been actually ebolished? If it
survives anywhere, 1t's in a few solid objects
with no words attached to them, like the lump of
glass here. Already we know almost literally
nothing about the Revolution and the years before
the Revolution. Every record has been destroyed
or falsified, every book has been rewritten,
every picture has been repainted, every statue
and street and building has been renamed, every
date has been altered., And that process is
continuing day by day and minute by minute.,
History has stopped. Nothing exists except an
endless present in which the Party is always
right. I know, of course, that the past is
falsified, but it would never be possible for me
to prove it, even when I did the falsification
myself. After the thing is done, no evidence
ever remains. The only evidence is inside my own
mind, and I don't know with any certaintyathat
any other human being shares my memories.~*

The third agency of Oceania was the Ministry of
Plenty which promoted starvation. In practice the needs
of the population were always underestimated, with the

result that there was a chronic shortaege of half the neces-

sities of life, but this was looked on as an advantage.

SIS
Ibid., p.156.
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It was deliberate policy to keep even the favored groups
somewhere nesr the brink of hardshlp, because a general
state of scarcity increassed the importance of small
privileges and this magnified the distinction between one
group and another,

The last agency of Oceania was the Ministry of
Love where confessions were obtained by means of torture,
drugs, delicate instruments that registered one's nervous
reaction, gradusl weearing down by sleeplessness, solitude
and persistent questioning.

When Smith end Julia were caught reading Gold-
stein's "The Theory and Practice of Oligarchical Collectiv-
ism," they were brought to the Ministry of Love for a cure.,
Smith thought that he would please O'Brien by explaining to
him the Party's desire for power according to Dostoevsky's
way of thinking, namely, that the Party sought power for
the good of the majority., They sought power because the
masses were frail, weak, cowardly, who must be ruled by
others stronger than themselves., O'Brlen answered him with
the following:

The Party seeks power entirely for its own

sake., We are not interested solely in power,
Not wealth or luxury or long life or happiness;
only power, pure power, What pure power means
you willl understand presently. We are different
from all the oligarchies of the past in that we

know what we are doing. All the others, even
those who resembled ourselves, were cowards and
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hypocrites. The German Nazls and the Russian
Communists came very close to us in theilr methods,
but they never had the courage to recognize their
own motives., They pretended, perhaps they even
believed, that they had seized power unwillingly
and for a limited time, and that just round the
corner there lay a paradise where human beings
would be free and equal, We are not like that,
We know that no one ever selzes power with the
intention of relinquishing it. Power is not a
means; it is an end., One does not establish a
dictatorship in order to safeguard a revolution;
one makes the revolution in order to establish
the dictatorship, The object of persecution is
persecution. The object of torture is torture.
The object of powsr is power. Now do you begin
to understand me?7°*

O0'Brien then instructed him with the following
ideas, first that power was collective, It was here that
the second slogan of Oceania, "Freedom Is Slavery," wags
explained., O'Brien told him that the slogan was reversible
that "Slavery Is Freedom," but if he merged with the Party
then he would be the Party, he would be all powerful and
immortal. The second idea that O'Brien injected was that
the power was not only the power over the body but also
power over the mind, To the question, how does one man
assert his power over another, O'Brien replied:

By making him suffer, Obedlence is not

enough, TUnless he is suffering, how can you be
sure that he 1s obeyling your will and not his

own? Power is in inflicting pain and humiliation,
Power is in tearing minds to pieces and putting

9
Ibid., pp.2066-67,
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them together again in new shapes of your own
choosing, Do you begin to see, then, what kind

of a world we are creating? ... There will be no
loyalty, except loyalty toward the Party. There
will be no love, except the love of Big Brother,
There wlll be no laughter, except the laugh of
triumph over a defeated enemy. There will be no
art, no literature, no science, When we are omni-
potent we shall have no more need of science.
There will be no distinction between beauty and
ugliness, There will be no curiosity, no enjoy-
ment of the process of life, All competing
pleasures will be destroyed., But always - do not
forget this, Winston - always there will be the
intoxication of power, constantly growing subtler,
Always, at every moment, there will be the thrill
of victory, the sensation of trampling on an enemy
who is helpless. If you want a picture of the
future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face -
forever,10.

Their real weapon was the merciless questioning
that went on and on hour after hour, tripping Winston up,
laying treps for him, twisting everything that he said,
convicting him at every step of lies and self-contradiction,
until he began weeping as much from shame as from nervous
fatigue, In the end the nagging volces broke him down more
completely than the boots and fists of the guards., He be-
came simply a mouth that uttered, a hand that signed what-
ever was demanded of him, Hls sole concern was to find out
what they wanted him to confess, and then coufess it ghickly,
before the bullyling started anew, He confessed to the

assassinatlon of eminent Party members, the distribution of

10.
Ibido, pp.269-71.
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seditious pamphlets, embezzlement of public funds, sale of
military secrets, and sabotage of every kind,

He confessed that he had been a spy in the pay of
the Eastasian government as far back as 1968, He confessed
that he was a religious believer, an admirer of Capitalism,
end a sexual pervert,

He confessed that he had murdered his wife,
although he knew, and his questioners must have known, that
his wife was still alive, He confessed that for years he
had been in personal touch with Goldstein and had been a
member of an underground orgenization which had included
almost every human being he had ever known.

Tt was essier to confess everything and implicate
everybody. Besides, in a sense it was all true, It was
true that he had been the enemy of the Party, and in the
eyes of the Party there was no distinction between the
thought and the deed,

The mind of Winston was cured. He was now getting
better food, clothing and hot water. He believed that two
plus two equals five, that freedom is slavery. But for
one uncontrolled minute he called out, "Julial Julial
Julia, my love!" Immediately O'Brien appeared in his
room and told him that he made progress intellectually but
not emotionally. O'Brien then asked him what is his

attitude toward Big Brother, Winston enswered, "I hate
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him," O'Brien ordered him to room 101 where a guard
strapped him to & chair., Another guard brought in a cage
of two compartments esch containing a huge rat. O!'Brien
explained that at the pressure of the first lever the mask
will cover his face and the pressure of the second lever
would release the rats, When the mask covered Winston's
face, he knew that only some one person could stand between
the mask and the rats so he scresmed: "Do it to Julial! Do
it to Julial Not mel Juliel I don't care what you do to
her, Tear her face off, strip her to the bones., Not mel
Julial DNot mel"ll.

He was released, Later he glanced at the enormous
face, two tears rolled down his cheeks. "But it was all
right, everything was all right, the struggle was finished,
He had won the victory over himself. He loved Big Brother,"

This was how the suffering in the Ministry of Love
converted one into the ineluctable means of surrender., The
victim crawled before his torturer; he identified himself
with him and grew to love him, That was the ultimate horrory

Winston and Julia met after their release from

prison, They revealed their betrsayals to each other,

Julia said:

11. 12,
Ibido’ p.289. Ibid., p.BOOO

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM 19

Sometimes they threaten you with something -
something you can't stand up to, can't even think
about. And then you say, 'Don't do 1t to me, do
it to somebody else, do it to so-and-so.' And
perhaps you might pretend, afterwards, that it
was only a trick and that you just said it to make
them stop and didn't really meen it, But that
isn't true, At the time when it happens you do
mean it., You think there's no other way of saving
yourself, and you're quite ready to save yourself
that way. You want it to happen to the other per-
son, You don't glive a damn_what they suffer, All
you care about is yourself, e

The two never felt the same toward each other after this
gruesome eXxperience.

Femily life was on a decline in Oceania, Smith
and Julis suffered in the Ministry of Love because of their
furtive love affair, Children were trained at an early
age to spy even on their parents. Parsons, who lived in
the same tenement building with Smith, related to him how
his seven year old daughter slipped off from the hike with
two other girls and followed a strange man for two hours
whom she handed over to the petrols because he was wearing
shoes that she had never seen anyone wearing before, so she
concluded that he was probably an enemy agent dropped by
parachute,

Then again Parsons'! son set the shirt of a market

woman on flire because he saw her wrap sausages in a poster

of Big Brother,

13. Ibid., pp.294-95, N
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Parsons himself landed in prison because his
daughter gave him over to the Thought Police. His offense
was that in his sleep he kept repeating, "Down with Big
Brother{" Then what to the reader may seem incredulous
Parsons said: "I don't bear her any grudge for it. It
shows I brought her up in the right spirit, anyway."lu

The Oceanic society was divided into three groups:
an Inner Party which was limited to six million or two per
cent of the population, the Outer Party which consisted of
about thirteen per cent, and finally the Proles who constl-
tuted the remaining eighty-five per cent of Oceania, all of
whom were under the surveillance of Big Brother who was a
Stalinlike character,

It was only on rere occasions that one saw Inside
the dwelling of the Inner Party. Winston Smith and Julisa,

the hero and heroine of Nineteen Eighty-Four, had aecess

to it once when O!'Brien promised to give them the tenth
edition of the Newspegk Dictionary., The whole atmosphere
of the huge block of flats, the richness and spaclousness
of everything, the unfamilier smells of good food and good
tobacco, the silent and incredibly repid 1ifts sliding up
and down, the white-jacketed servants hurrying to and fro,

everything was intimidating,

e 1pid., p.8l.
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If the Inner Party was termed the brain of Oceania,
the Outer Party was considered the hands, They lived in
cheaper tenement dwellings, Party members were dilstinguished
from the Proles by their uniform, a kind of sult of overallsy
The uniform of the women was set off by the red sash of the
Junior Anti-Sex League, Pleasure in sex was frowned on by
Big Brother as was any form of human emotion which might
make Party members less frustrated and thus less amenable
to discipline.

The workers or the Proles were deprived of zll
political rights, but unlike the Party members were other-
Wwise left alone and even permitted to lead private lives in
accordance with thelr own cholce. In regard to this last

statement Philip Rahv made the following observation:

That is an idea that appears to me to run
contrary to the basic tendencies of totalitar-
ianism, All societies of our epoch, whether
authoritarian or democratic in structure, are
mass=societies; and an authoritarian state built
on the foundation of a mass=-society could scarcely
afford the luxury of allowing any class or group
to evade its demand for complete control. A
totalitarien-collectivist state is rigidly
organized along hierarchical lines, but that
very fact, so damaging to its socialist claims,
necessitates the domlination of all citizens, of
whatever class, in the attempt to 'abolish'! the
contradiction between its theory and practici
by means of boundless demagogy and violence, 5e

15¢  Pnilip Rahv, "The Unfuture of Utopia,"
Partisan Review, Vol.1l6, (July, 1949), pp.748-49.
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Howelé' in the American Scholar alse presented

the same idea indicating that the Proles were capable of
revolutions just as well as the Outer Party.

When the High fall from power, the Middle solicit
the aid of the Low pretending that they are fighting for
liberty and justice and once they get into power they thrust
the Low in their old position of servitude and they them=
selves become the High, From the point of view of the Low,
no historic change has ever meant much more than a change
in the name of the masters. There are four ways in which
a ruling group cen fall from power:

Either it 1s conquered from without, or it

governs so lnefficiently that the masses are
stirred to revolt, or it allows a strong and
discontented Middle Group to come into being,

or 1t loses its own self-confidence and willing-
ness to govern, These causes do not operate
singly, end as a rule all four of them are pre-
sent in some degree, A ruling class which could
guard against all of them would remain in power
permanently., Ultimately the determining factor
i1s the mentel attitude of the ruling class
itself,17

The official language of Oceania was Newspeak, a
devastating jargon whose aim was to reduce the vocabulary

to the minimum number of words so that ultimately there

16. Irving Howe, "Orwell: History as Nightmare,"
American Scholar, Vol.25, (Spring, 1956), pp.193-207,

17,

Op.Cit., Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four, p.208,.
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would be no tools for thinking outside the concepts provided
by the state. All the literary classics of the past
together with all historical documents were in the process
of being "translated" into the new language, lest the future
be led to believe that there was some past before the grue-
some, self-perpetuating present, Syme, the Party philolo-

gist, said that their chief job was destroying words:

It is a beautiful thing, the destruction of
words, Of course, the great wastage is in the
verbs snd adjectives, but there are hundreds of
nouns that can be got rid of as well.e It isn't
only the synonyms; there are also the antonyms.,
After all, what justification is there for a
word which is simply the opposite of some other
word? A word contains its opposite in itself.
Take 'good' for instance, If you have a word
like 'good' what need is there for a word like
'Bad'l !'Ungood! will do just as well =~ better,
because it is the exact opposite which the other
is note Or, again, if you want a stronger ver-
sion of good what sense is there in having a
whole string of vague, useless words like
texcellent!' and 'splendid! and all the gest of
them, 'Plus good!' covers the meaning.l *

Various critics presented different interpretations

of Orwell's outstanding book Nineteen Eighty-Four. Some

compared it to Swift's Gulliver's Travels. One critic saw

parallel structures in Zemliatin's We. Anthony West saw it
as an aggregetlion of facts from past experlence, namely,

that of Crossgates., Woodcock compared this work with the

18
® Ibide, P52,
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works of other contemporary ex-Utoplans end anti-Utopians,

Still others saw in Nineteen Elghty-Four a projection of

present day situations into the future.
A critic in Time meagazine compared Orwell's

Nineteen Eighty-Four to Swift's Gulliver's Travels, Swift

pilloried commonplace human failings. Orwell projected
with urgency the final shape of a modern politiceal drift,
In the Yahoos Swift propounded the theory that men
were essentially bad and that there was no hope for the
world, There is a defense against the world of Nineteen

Eighty-Four, agalnst the dictators, the regimenters, the

left-wing totalitarians, against all the asmbitious men who
wish to impose their will on others,

Smith wrote in his diary, "Freedom is the freedom
to say that two plus two makes four." If men continue to
belleve such facts, and to reverence the spirit of truth
in seekling greater knowledge, they can never be fully en-
slaved, If in addition they will fight for their freedom
to worship God, to love a woman, to cherish an 111 child,
to stand up for the dignity of man and man's humanity to

man, then the evil world of Nineteen Eighty-Four can never

come to pass,
Time magazine carried a comparison of Orwell's

Nineteen Eighty-Four to Zamiatin's We., The points of

comparlison are the following:
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In the Russian's novel the characters live
in gless houses where state agents can watch
them; in Nineteen Elghty-Four they are spied on
by the 'telescreen,' Zamiatin's dictator, the
Benefactor, is a counterpart of Orwell's Big
Brother, In both, a love affair leads to the
undoing of & herc. In both, he rebels against
the statfé is trapped, punished and spiritually
crushed,~7*

Orwell's is the better book in every way, but his debt to
We is apparent.

Anthony West does not consider Jineteen Elighty=Four

as an attempt to imagline a probable future, but rather as
aggregate of all things Orwell had at the back of his mind,

According to him most incidents described in Nineteen Eighty=-

Four are derived from Orwell's experience at Crossgates
which he so vividly portrayed in the essay,'"Such, Such Were
the Joys."

At Crossgates the headmester's wife spiled on Orwell,
end whenever she caught him doing anything wrong, she
reported him to the "head" for corporal punishment., This

idea was developed in Nineteen Eighty-Four when Smith

mentioned in one place that he disliked all women and above
all the young ones because they were the bigoted adherents

of the Party.

19« Eamund Fuller, "To the Heart of Matters,"
Time, Vol.55, (February 6, 1950), p.50.
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The real horror of Crossgates was that the master
seemed to be omniscient, He knew what every boy did and

what he thought. In Ninetsen Eighty-Four this idea was

developed in the telescreen which was capable of sending
and receiving messages.

At Crossgates Orwell would be summoned to the
headmaster's study, Room 101 1n the Ministry of Love was
2 projection of that idea.

The critic culminated his analysis by saying that,

"Whether he knew it or not, what he did in Hineteen Eighty-

Four was to send everybody in England to an enormous Cross-
gates to be &s miserable as he had been."zo.

Woodcock in his article, "Five Who Fear the
Future," brought out the idea that Shaw, Wells, Koestler,
Huxley and Orwell criticized the world developments of
the Twentieth Century, not for the changes that have been
brought about, but because the old ideals of equality and
freedom have been in peril.

The critic further divided the five into two
categories: the anti-Utoplans Huxley and Orwell, and the

ex-Utoplans Shaw and Wells in the past and Koestler in our

own time, Shaw constructed future fantasies about long-

20,
Anthony West, "Nineteen Eighty-Four,"
New Yorker, (January 28, 1956), p.103.
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lived supermen; Wells wrote about well orgenized "ideal"
societies, Koestler after being disillusioned by German
liberalism accepted for a while the social order of the
Communists, Wells and Koestler felt that for man progress
had come to an end.

If the ex~Utopians represented the rejection of
man, the anti-Utopians showed that the over development of
social and political organizatlion was man's tragedy. In both

novels, in the Brave New World and in Nineteen Eighty-Four,

the Utopian society is so powerful that it can
crush any spark of that spirit of freedom which
the rulers recognize as the principal danger

to their dominion, and so the rebellion agsainst
uniformity which provides the essential conflicts
in both Brave New World and Nineteen Eighty-Four
are efficiently defeated. Not only are they
defeated, but they never have any real hope of
success, since the work of conditioning has already
grown so tight that only the sports and the freaks
even think of resisting, and they can be dealt
with egiily by the forces of the all-molding
state,“*"

Yet, we must remember that what was presented in these
novels was conditional., The anti-Utopians do not consider
humanity as approaching the end of a tether, but rather
they suggest that if we allow regimentation which appears

throughout the world to develop without hindrsnce then we

21.
1 G. Woodcock, "Five Who Fear the Future,"
New Republic, Vol.l3l, (April 16, 1956), p.13l.
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may find ourselves in a future where freedom, and all the
values that go with it, will no longer exist,

While their books implied & criticism of the Nine-
teenth Century idee that progress was inevitable and that
all progress was good, they were not anti-progressive.
Rather, they insisted that change in technology and in
psychiatric methods must be subordinated to certain moral
values which man had held for a long time, and that only
by this perpetual ascendancy of the moral over the
material will progress in humean societies be real,

Critics like Rahv, Kennedy, Corcoran and Soskin
believed thet the totalitarian super-state was an extension
into the near future of the present structure and policy of
totalitarian rulers, predicated upon conditions of permanent
war and the development of the technical means of espionage
and surveillance to the point of complete extinction of
private life, For those of us who live smugly under the
democratic way of life, Orwell sounds a rational note of
warning that we examine our motives,

Hopkinson in his pamphlet on George Orwell claimed

that there was nothing new in Nineteen Eighty-Four. That

the war-time world of Nineteen Eilghty=-Four is the same as

that of 194l only dirtier and more cruel, and the nobility
of mankind is drained away. From the technical point of

view the situations are the same. The world of 1984 is

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST TOTALITARTANISM 29

fighting its battles with the weapons of 194}, rockets and
tommy-guns.,

The most vehement criticisms of Nineteen Eighty-Four

ceme from Robert Hatch who said that Orwell must make one
very broad assumption: that men are a thoroughly contemptible
race of beings incapable of holding their place in the world,
He said that 1984 will be & difficult year that all
presidential-election years are. But by New Year's 1985
Orwell's Utopla willl be over on the fantastic fiction shelf
where it belongs.

After examining Orwell's mood of revulsion against
totalitarianism we can agree with the majority of the critics

that Nineteen Eighty-Four 1s a projection of present day

situations into the future. It turns a skeptic's gaze on
all forms of regimentation, even though momentarily they
may seem to be of social benefit. But most of all it makes

us examine our own lives with a new eye,
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CHAPTER II

REVULSION AGAINST FASCISM

Fascism is a word derived from the Italian word
fascio which means a bank or club., Mussolini organized his
first fascio in Milan in 1919, Political freedom disap-
peared during Mussolini's reign. The Grand Council of the
Fascist party, under the thumb of Mussolini, was to submit
to the voters four hundred cendidates. The voters were to
vote yes or no on the whole slate. No other candidates and
no other party were permitted to run. Only property owners
and those who paid fees to certain government organizations
were given the right to vote. This diminished the number
of voters from ten million to three million. Naturally, the
Fascist candidates always won.

Economic freedom disappeared along with the
political freedom. Both labor and capital were brought
under the close supervision of the government, Labor lost
both its right to form independent unions and to strike,
Businessmen were told whom to hire, what and how much to
produce, and what profits they were permitted to make.

Unlike the Nazis in Germany, Mussolini did not

quarrel with the church, On the contrary, he took steps
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to bring an end to the long standing dispute between the
Papacy and the Italian government which began (1870) with
the Italian seizure of Rome.

After Mussolini came to power, Pope Pius XI came
to believe that if the antagonism between the papacy and
the Italian government could be replaced by a friendly
understanding between himself and the Fascist government,
Italy would benefit., The Pope and Mussolini signed a
concordat in 1929 called the Lateran Accord in which
Vatican City, consisting of one hundred and eight acres
around the Vatican and Saint Peter's Church, was established
an independent nation. The powers of the Pope as the ruler
of the Vatican City included the power to send and to
receive ambassadors, coin money, issue postage stamps and
maintain a radio station., Mussolinil recognized the Catholic
as the state church and the teaching of the Catholic religior
was made compulsory in all schools.

Germany also became a Fascist country on April 1,
1933, when Hitler was given dictatorial powers and the
Third German Empire (Third Reich) was established, Hitler
proclaimed that the Third Reich would last for a thousand
years. The majority of the German people rallied around

their new leader, Der Fuehrer, and committed themselves

without reserve to Nazism,
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The National Socialist Party of Germany 1is
frequently referred to as the Nazl Party, It was called
national because its leaders said it would defend the
national interests of Germany against outside powers and
socialist because it would place the interests of the poor
above the interests of the rich,

According to Orwell, German Fascism was a form of
capitalism that borrowed from Socialism just those points
which made it efficient in war, Ownership had not been
gebolished, there were still capitalists and workers. How-
ever, the state controlled everything. It controlled in-
vestment, raw materials, rates of interest, working hours
and wages, The factory owner still owned his factory, but
he was for practical purposes reduced to the status of a
manager,

Many industrialists who had backed Hitler's rise
to power regretted having done so when they found that they
were completely under his orders. They were heavily taxed,
They saw much of their wealth pass into the possession of
Hitler's followers, some of whom became enormously rich,

Orwell received his first lmpressions of Fascism
while serving as a private in the Spanish militia during
the civil war. A brief outline of the conditions in Spain
three years prior to World War IT is necessary in order to

understand Orwell's revulslon egeinst Fascism, In 1936,
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Francisco Franco, a pro-fascist Spanish general, led a
revolt against the legally elected, but Leftist, government
of Spain, Immediate support to the rebels was given by
Germany and Italy. They sent Franco troops, technical
advisers and large quantitlies of milltary equipment, Russia
and France extended limited aid to the Loyalist government
of Spain, but it was not comparable to the foreign aid

given to Franco,

Fear that the civil war might result in a world
conflict led to the signing of a Non-Intervention Agreement
by England, France, Russlia, Germany and Italy. These nationﬂ
agreed to stop sending aid to the warring factions in Spain,
The agreement soon proved a failure as Germany and Italy
openly violated it., By 1939, the rebels gained complete
control of Spain, Franco established an absolute dictator-
ship and aligned his country on the side of Germany and
Italy.

In 1937, Orwell went to Spain to observe the civil
war and to write about it. He stayed to take part in it
joining the militia as a private on the Loyalist side. Be-
cause his letters of introduction were from the Independent
Labour Party in England, which had connections with the

Partido Obrero de Unificacion Marxista, (Party of Marxist

Unification), Orwell jolned a unit of that party in

Barcelona., He was hot at the time sympathetic to the views
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of his comrades and their leaders. He joined to put an
active resistance to the challenge of tyranny which was
imposing itself on the world,

During the days of the inter-party strife, the
P.0.U.M, was represented in Spain and abroad as being a
Trotskyist party. In point of fact 1t was not, although it
did join with the small Trotskyist party to oppose certain
of the policies of the dominant Communist Party. On the
surface the quaerrel between the Communists and the P.0.U.M.
was one of tacties, The P.0.U.M. was for immediate revolu-
tion. The Communist policy was to have the Loyalists first
win the war against Franco and then have all of Spain join
the Communist Party.

At the time of his enlistment, Orwell's own
preference was for the Communist Party Line and because of
this he looked forward to an eventual transfer to a
Communist unit. But it did not take him long to come round
to the view that any policy which ignored liberty and
equality must fail in the long run.

Orwell captured the atmosphere, the dirt, the noilse,
the discomfort, the ragged clothes, the feeling of privation,;
the lack of training, the lack of ammunition and the
endurance under fire both in Alcubierre and at Barcelona.

He also showed the betrayasl of the allies by the Communists.

He ceaptured the mood of a peculiar evil feeling in the air,
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an atmosphere of suspicion, fear, uncertainty, hatred sasnd
of dismay when his comrades vanlshed into secret prisons.
Arriving at Barcelona Orwell noticed a complete
absence of the wealthy classes., The people he met wore
rough working clothes, overalls, or some form of militie
uniform, He recognized Barcelona as a workers'! state worth

fighting for:

I haed dropped more or less by chance into
the only community of any size in Western Europe
where political consciousness and disbelief in
capitalism were more normsl than their opposites,
ese Many of the normal motives of civilized life =~
snobbishness, money-grubbing, fear of the boss,

- had simply ceased to exist, The ordinary class
divisions of soclety had disappeared to an extent
that is almost unthinkable in the money-tainted
air of England.... One had been in a community
where hope was more normal than apathy and
cynicism, and where the word 'comrade' stood for
comradeship and not, &s in most countries, for1
humbug, One had breathed the air of equallity.™*

What Orwell did not know was that many of the well-to-do
bourgeois were disguising themselves as proletarians for
the time being.

The militia which Orwell joined received their
uniform in piecemeal fashion, Some articles like belts
and cartridge-boxes were not given until the last minute.

All men wore knee-breeches and there the uniformity ended.

George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia, New York:
Harcourt Brace and Co., 1952, pp.6b=-67.
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Each had different footwear. Each had zippered jackets,
but the jackets were of different colors and materlals,

The recruits in his division were sixteen and
seventeen year old boys. Discipline did not exist. When-
ever they did not like an order, they would step out of
ranks to argue with the officer. Foreigners were asked not
to attend the instructions for the Spanish felt that they
knew more about warfare than they did. Orwell, however,
attended all classes and learned to his dismay that they
merely were drill lessons. The vital information that the
boys needed: how to take cover, how to advance across open
ground, how to mount guard and build a parapet, and how to
use weapons was not given to them. Later Orwell found out
that the reason why the boys were not taught how to use
weapons was that there were no weapons to be had. The
fresh troops reaching the lines had to take the rifles
from the troops they relieved in the line.

When the rifles arrived, Orwell was shocked, He
was glven a German Mauser dated 1896, It was rusty, the
bolt was stiff, the wooden barrel-guard was split, and the
muzzle showed that it was corroded and past praying for.
No attempt was made to give better rifles to men who knew
how to use them. A half-witted fifteen year old boy got
the best gun, a ten-year-old rifle, Five minute instruc-

tions were given on how to load the gun and how to take
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the bolt to pieces. Fifty cartridges were given to each
man,

Orwell described the march of his unit to the
trenches, Kopp, the Belgian commandant, was at the head of

the column:

You cannot possibly conceive what a rabble
we looked, We struggled along with far less
cohesion than a flock of sheep; before we had
gone two miles the rear of the column was out of
sight. And quite half of the so-called men were
children - but I mean literally children, of
sixteen years old at the very most. Yet they
were all happy and excited at the prospect of get-
ting to the front at last. As we neared the line
the boys round the red flag in front began to utter
shouts of 'Visca P.0.U,M.}' 'Fascistas-mariconesi'
and so forth - shouts which were meant to be war-
like and menacing, but which, from those childish
throats, sounded as pathetic as the cries of kittens,
It seemed dreadful that the defenders of the
Republic should be thls mob of ragged children
carrying onn-out rifles which they did not know
how to use,”*

In his essay, "Looking Back on the Spanish War,"
Orwell related an incident which will give the reader an
insight to his character, While 1In the service a bundle of
cigars disappeared from his bunk. He reported this to the
office. Another soldier reported a loss of twenty~five
pesetas from his bunk, They had a wild-looking boy from

Barcelona whom they suspected of the theft. The boy was

2+ Ibid., pp.23-24.
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called to the guardroom where he was searched, but no cigars
nor pesetas were found, Orwell being the man he was took
the boy to the pictures that evening and bought him brandy
and chocolates, Orwell berated himself for trying to wipe
out the injury with money. For a few minutes he had
believed that the boy was a thief, and that could not be
wiped out,.

Later on Orwell was made a corporal in command: 6f
twelve men, One of the men refused to go on duty because
that exposed him to enemy fire. Orwell seized the man and
felt inclined to drag him to his post., The Spanish resent
being touched, This caused a row from the remaining men,
Just then the wild-looking boy took Orwell's side by saying
that he was the best corporal they had. This same boy later
asked to be exchanged into Orwell's section., Orwell was
touched by this., Personally he felt that it was almost
impossible to establish good feeling between the boy and
himself after the boy was searched in his presence and
accused by him of theft,

The situation at Alcubierre was not very dangerous,
The Fasclsts were seven hundred meters away. They looked
like dots from the Loyalist trenches, Orwell noticed that
eleven~year-old boys were under his commend, These were
Fascist'!s refugees, They were employed to do light work in

the rear, but they soon wormed their way into the front line
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They were difficult to handle on sentry duty. They would
often lean against a wall and fall asleep in that position.,

The Loyallsts tried to convert their enemy insteed
of shooting them. The machine-gunners on the government
slde while on duty used a megaphone through which they
voiced their sentiments to the Fasclsts, Usually the
Fascists were told that they were nothing more than the
hirelings of capitalism, that they were fighting against
their own class, and they were urged to come to fight on
the other side., At times the Fascists were told what good
ratlons the Loysalists were getting, that they were at the
very moment sitting down to buttered toast., The Loyalists
did not see butter for weeks, but this idea set many a
Fascist's mouth watering, and it did bring about results,
Many Fascists crossed the lines and jolned the Loyalist
partye. One day as many as fifteen deserters arrived, They
were always ravenously hungry.

Firewood, food, tobacco, candles and the enemy were
the five important things in trench warfare, Orwell was at
Alcublerre between the months of January and April, They
were two or three thousand feet above sea level, To keep
warm was qulte a problem, The militia were constantly
gathering firewood or anything that would give any heat.
The food was not bad and they did get plenty of wine., A

package of clgarettes was their daily ration. Next to their
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rifle they treasured the candles which they received. To
own a candle was a matter of life or death.

As far as the enemy was concerned the ammunition
of the Loyalists was in & bad way, They had one machine
gun to every fifty men, one good rifle to every ten men,
and a bomb to every five or ten men, Besides the lack of
ammunition they lacked meps, charts, field glasses and
telescopes,

They had a few casuslties = all self-inflicted due
to ineffective weapons, At times a raw recruit on sentry
duty would fire at another, Orwell was aimed at once but
missed by a yard, The Spanish standard of marksmenship had
saved his life.

In April the Loyealists advanced their line one
hundred and fifty to three hundred yards, Six hundred men
within seven hours dug twelve hundred meters of trenches
and built parapets without any nolse, without being detected
by the Fascists, In the morning, however, the Fasclists
fired but there were no casualties, Later a deserter
reported to the Loyalists that five Fascist sentries were
shot for negligence.,

Orwell displayed his courage when he volunteered
with fourteen other men to attack the Fascist lines at
night. It was a rainy night; the traveling was bad. They

approached the Fascist trenches within twenty yards. Each
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man was provided with three bombs and one hundred cartridge-~
boxes, The first two bombs that Orwell threw missed the
aim, but the third was successful, There was flring on
both sides, Jorge and Middlestone, the leaders of the
Loyalists, were wounded but both recovered,

After spending one hundred and fifteen days in the
trenches at Alcubierre and after suffering from cold, hunger,
fatigue due to sleeplessness and other difficulties, the
entire unit was relieved by a new one on April 25. The
following day Orwell arrived at Barcelona only to find the
city in a siege of street warfare, The P.0.U.M. Executive
building had to be guarded, so he spent the next few weeks
on duty on the roof of the building going through the same
privations as in the trenches,

Across from the P.0.U.M. building was an observa-
torye. The men left six of their rifles on the roof, The
police gave orders that anyone carrying ammunition would be
subject to arrest, They could not afford to disregard the
rifles, therefore, Orwell together with a Spanish boy
menaged to transfer the rifles by carrying them in their
trouser leg and under the armpit, They could not bend their
knees. Walking down the stairs was a real torture,

The police searched his wife's room in the hotel,

They did it with totalitarian efficiency:
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They sounded the walls, took up the mats,
examined the floor, felt the curtains, probed
under the bath and the radiator, emptied every
drawer and suitcase and felt every garment and
held it up to the light.... They were thrown
into ecstasies of suspicion by finding that we
possessed a French translation of Hitler's
Mein Kampf, If that had been the only book
they found our doom would have been sealed,

It is obvious that a person who reads Mein
Kampf must be a Fascist. The next moment,
however, they came upon a copy of Stalin's
pamphlet, Ways of Liquidating Trotskyists and
other Double Dealers, which reassured them
somewhat. In one drawer there was a number of
packets of cigarette papers. They picked each
packet to pleces and examined each paper
separately, in case there should be messages
written on them,3s

But they never searched the bed! Orwell's wife was lylng
in it at the time and, as he said, there might have been
half a dozen sub-machine-guns under the mattress and a
library of Trotskyist documents under the pillow. The
police were Communist members but they also were Spaniards
and to turn a woman out of bed was a little too much for
them,

One day an officer told Orwell that the government
intended to outlaw the P.0.U.M. and declare a state of war
upon it, The P.0.U.M. was the weskest party, therefore, the
entire blame would be laid upon 1it.

Orwell tried to explain the rights and wrongs of

3 Ibid., p.224.
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the Barcelona affair and also to establish who was guilty.
The opening situstion was as follows: the Spanish govern-
ment selzed the telephone exchange under the pretense that
the wires were tapped, also, the government's order to
surrender arms caused a provocation.

The Communist press lald the entire blame on the
P.0.U.M, stating that it was a deliberate, planned insur-
rection against the government. Orwell discredited this
statement., He claimed that the fighting was not deliberate-
ly planned either by the government or the P.0.U.M.:

Neither side had brought troops to Barcelona
before hand., The fighting was only between those
who were in Barcelona already, mainly civilians
and the police.

The food ran short almost immediately. Anyone
who has served in Spaln knows that the one opera-
tion of war that Spaniards perform really well is
that of feeding their troops. It i1s most unlikely
that 1f either side had contemplated a week or two
of street-fighting and a general strike they would
not have stored food beforehand,4e-

The Communist press slso accused the P.0.U.M. of
acting under Fascist orders, Orwell stated that this party
did not have the numbers or the influence to provoke such
disorders. The leaders probably helped to prolong the
fighting, but they did not originate 1t, Secondly, the

Fascist plot rested only on bare assertion., The earlier

be Ibid., p.1l57.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DDOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST FASCISM L

reference of the fifteen volunteers who attacked the
Fascist trenches at Alcublerre seems to point the evidence
in the other direction.

In general, newspaper reports were not accurate,
Orwell noticed reports that had no connectlion with the facts|
He read about great battles being fought when in reality
none were fought. On the other hand, he noticed complete
silence, when hundreds of men had been killed, He read
about men being cowards and traitors, whereas in reality
they fought bravely, Those who never saw a firing gun were
halled as victors, He saw all these lies reprinted in the
London papers,

The Franco propagandists refused to admit the fact
of German or Italian intervention, although both the German
and Italian press at home were openly boasting about the
exploits of their leglionaries,

All this gave Orwell the feeling that the concept
of objective truth is fading out of the world:

After all, the chances are that those lies,

or at any rate similar lles, will pass into his-
tory. How will the history of the Spanish war
be written? If Franco remains in power his
nominees will write the history books, and that
Russian army which never existed will become
historical fact, and school children will learn
about it generations hence, But suppose Fascism
is finally defeated and some kind of democratic
government restored in Spain in the fairly near

future; even then, how is the history of the war
to be written? What kind of records will Franco
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have left behind him? Suppose even that the
records kept on the Government side are recover-
eble - even so, how 1s a true history of the war
to be written? For, as I have pointed out al-
ready, the Government also dealt extensively in
lies, From the anti-Fascist angle one could
write a broadly truthful history of the war, but
it would be a partisan history, unreliable on
every minor point, Yet, after all, some kind of
history will be written, and after those who
actually remember the war are dead, it will be
universally accepted, So for all practicgl pur=
poses the lie will have become the truth,’e

On June 16, the P,0.U.M. was suppressed and
declared an illegal orgeanization., The leaders were
arrested, The Spanish Communist peper accused these
leaders of transmitting military secrets to General Franco
by radio., If they had been Fascist spies, they would have
been tried and shot immediately. But =six months after
imprisonment they still had no evidence against themnm,

Mayberry pinpoints the outcome of the Spanish
civil war in these words:

In fairness to Orwell, and to recorded his-

tory the government's policy led to disaster,
but only because of the active intervention of

the Fasclst nations and, the activeénon-inter—
vention of the Western democracies. *

George Orwell, "Looking Back on the Spanish
War," Such, Such Were the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace
1953, pp.140-L1,

6. George Mayberry, "Orwell in Spain," New
Republic, Vol,126, (June 23, 1952), p.22,
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Orwell went to the front lines again at Huesca, thiﬁ
time in the capacity of second-lieutenant, in command of
eabout thirty men, English and Spanish, Here he was shot
through the neck by a Fascist., He described his being

wounded as follows:

Roughly speaking it was the sensation of
being at the centre of an explosion. There
seemed to be a loud bang and a blinding flash
of light all around me, and I felt a2 tremendous
shock = no pain, only a violent shock, such as
you get from an electric terminal; with it a
sense of utter weakness, a feeling of being
strieken and shrivelled up to nothing. The
sand-bags in front of me receded into an immense
distance... I knew immediately that I was hit,
but because of the seeming bang and flash I
thought it was a rifle nearby that had gone off
accldenta}lly and shot me, All this happened
in a space of time much less than a second, The
next moment my knees crumpled up and I was fall-
ing, my head hitting the ground with a violent
bang, which to my relief, did not hurt, I had
a numb, dazed feeling, a consciousness of being
very badly hurt, but no pain in the ordinery
sense, /*

At the time he really thought he was dying. Later
on he analyzed his thoughts, His first thought was for his
wife, His second feeling was that of resentment at having
to leave this world which suited him so well, bad though it
was, He felt no resentment against the man who fired at

him, He felt it was a Fascist and that if he had the chance,

7o Op.Cit., Orwell, Homage to Catalonia, p.250,
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he would have killed him first. If the men had been brought
before him, he would have congratulated him on his good
marksmanship,

Wounded men were usually brought to the hospitsl
closest to the front lines: Sietamo, Barbastro, Morzon and
Lerida. From there they would be transported within ten
days or so to Barcelona or Tarragona. Orwell described the
systems of Lerida where he was temporarily stationed. They
had good doctors, plenty of medical aid and good food. But
men who were brought in from the front lines received no aid
except a clean bandage, Only men who were too badly
wounded to be moved received care at these hospitals.,

The second fault that he found with the Spanish
hospitals was that they did not have competent nurses. This
was probably due to the fact that this work was done by nuns
before the war. The girls they had on duty were probably
hospital aides who knew how to take temperatures and how to
tie a bandage. The patients were dreadfully neglected. One
man, Orwell said, did not have his face washed for three
weeks,

In this regard he also revealed the Spanish tempo.
BEverything is Masnana. The rifles will be distributed
Manana; the fighting will begin Manana; the train with the
wounded will leave Manana, The men were told that they

would leave for Barcelona. Orwell sent a wire to his wife
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who was stationed there, On the train they were told that
they were going to Tarragona instead, The engineer held
up the train so that Orwell could send his wife another wire,
This could only happen in Spain., And what was more Spanish
still the wire never got there.

After receiving his discharge Orwell planned to
leave Spaln together with his wife, When he was about to
leave they checked the files in the office of the Chief-of=-
Police, but due to their inefficiency Orwell's name was not
listed. When he showed his discharge papers, the officer
did not know that the twenty-ninth Division was the P.0.U.M.
Party. Orwell with his wife safely left Spain and arrived

in their dear native country, England.
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CHAPTER III

REVULSION ASAINST COMMUNISM

Orwell's moral and intellectual indignation before
the concept of totalitarianism as localized in Russia 1s

best expressed in Animgl Ferm. Any form of government which

ignores liberty and equality must fail in the end,

Communism asserts that all means of production and
distribution should be owned collectively by the people.
But collective ownership does hot necessarily apply to
personal possessions, Theoretlcally Communism 1s based on
the following premises, All people should work for the
common good and be rewarded for thelr work in products
distributed on the principle from each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs, All forms of work,
mental and physicel, should be consldered of equal impor-
tance in a classless society. With the disappearance of
class distinction the state would wither away, that 1is,
centralized authority would become unnecessary.

In the allegory of Animal Farm Orwell presented to

us a typical Communist state. The purpose of this chapter
is to transfer the allegory of Animal Farm into parallel

political realities which it represents and Orwell's revolt
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against them, First, the driving out of Mr, Jones was
equivalent to the Bolshevlik revolution, The open violence
between Napoleon esnd Snowball typified the excommunication
of Trotsky. Common labor represented the industrial five
Year plan., The seven commandments showed the revision of
Marxist principles. The execution of the traitors on the
farm brought to the mind the purges of the 1930's., The
trade dealings with Frederick of Pinchfield stoocd for the
Russo-German Pact and 1ts breakdown. And finally we had
the realization that the animals had only changed masters,
First, the driving out of Mr. Jones, (Tsar
Nicholas II), was equivalent to the Bolshevik revolution.
On the eve of the revolution 0ld Major Boar, (Karl Marx),
addressed all the animals, (the Russian peasants), and
commented sadly on the nature of their l1life, They do not
know happiness after the age of one. They have to work
hard, get just enough food to keep themselves alive, and
when their usefulness comes to an end they are slaughtered.
The source of 8ll thils evil was man, (Aristocracy-
Capitalism), The solution that he offered was rebellion
against man:
Why, work night and day, body and soul, for

the overthrow of the human race! That is my

message to you, comrades: Rebellion! I do not

know when that Rebellion will come, it might be

in a week or in a hundred years, but I know, as
surely as I see this straw beneath my feet, that
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sooner or later justice will be done, Fix your
eyes on that comrades, throughout the short
remainder of your lives{ And above all, pass on
this messagse of mine to those who come after you,
so that future generations shall carry on the
struggle until it 1s victorious,

And remember, comredes, your revolution must
never falter, No argument must lead you astray.
Never listen when they tell you that Man and the
animals have a common interest, that the pros-
perity of the one 1s the prosperity of the others,
It is all lies, Man serves the interests of no
creature except himself, And among us animals
let there be perfect unity, perfect comradeship
in the struggle. All _men are enemies, All
snimals are comrades,—*

Three nights after the meeting 0ld Major died peacefully
in his sleep, Napoleon, Snowball and Squealer were the
eminent pigs who took over., The rebellion went off smoothly,
The charges agsinst Mr. Jones were that hls men were idle
eand dishonest, the country was neglected, and the animsals
were unfed,

One day as the animals were unfed and Mr, Jones
went to bed drunk, the animals broke in the door of the
storeshed and helped themselves. Mr, Jones and four of hils
men came with whips in their hands, lashing out in sall
directions, This the animels could not take and as a
result Mr, Jones and the four men were butted and kicked

from all sides. They then disappeared in cart-trucks,

George Orwell, Animal Ferm, New York:
Harcourt Brace, 1946, pp.8-9.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST COMMUNISM 52

To tear religion out of their hearts was a more
difficult task. The pigs had a hard struggle to counteract

the "lies" circulated by Moses, the tame raven:

Moses, who was Mr, Jones's especlal pet, was
a spy and & tsalebesrer, but he was also a clever
talker, He claimed to know the exlstence of a
mysterious country called Sugarcandy Mountain,
to which all animals went when they died, It was
situated somewhere up in the sky, a little dis-
tance beyond the clouds, Moses said. In Sugar-
candy Mountain it was Sundey seven days a week,
clover was in season &ll the year round, and lump
sugar and linseed cake grew on the hedges. The
animals hated Moses because he told tales eand did
no work, but some of them believed in Sugarcandy
Mountain, and the pigs had to argus very hagd to
persuade them that there was no such place.<*

In 194, Stelin was eager to have the sympathy of
Roman Catholics., He anticipated resistance in puppet
Poland and thought popular support might be won by smiling
on the Vatican:
Stalin accordingly gave sn audience to
Father Orlemanskl, a Catholic parish priest of
Polish origin from Springfield, Massachusetts,
who, he vainly hoped, would sway Cathol%c opinion
in Poland and Rome 1ln favour of Russia.-*

Where Communism has been able to assert 1ts power,

it has striven by every possible means to destroy Chrlistian

2e

3. Louis Fischer, The Life and Death of Stalin,

New York: Harper and Brothers, 1952, pp.50-51.

Ibid., p.l5.
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civilization and the Christian religion by banishing every
remembrance of them from the hearts of men, especially of
the young. Bishops and priests were exiled, condemned to
forced labor, or shot in inhumen fashion, Laymen suspected
of defending their religlion were persecuted, dragged off to
trisl, and thrown into prison.

The open violence between Napoleon and Snowball
typified the excommunication of Trotsky. There were minor
disagreements between Napoleon and Snowball but things came
to a breeking point when Snowball introduced the windmill
plan, (the Dnieper Dam, a symbol of Russia's industrializa-
tion), at one of their Sunday meetings, The animals were
divided, One faction said, "Vote for Snowbell and the three
day week," and the other, "Vote for Napoleon and the full
manger."u'

When Snowball presented the progress that would
eccompany the erection of the windmill, that it would
operate threshing machines, ploughs, reapers and binders
besides supplying every stall with i1ts own electric light,
hot and cold water and an electric heater, no one knew which
way the vote would go, Just then Napoleon arose and gave
such a whimper as had never been heard before, At that

moment nine dogs dashed for Snowball and chased him until

h.. 02001t.’ Orwell, poLl-Bl
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he disappeared through a hole in the hedge and was seen no
more.,

Sometime after this Napoleon advocated the erec-
tion of the windmill, The enimals could not see why he
opposed Snowball., Squealer told them that Napoleon really
had the plans first, and he called Snowball a criminal. The
eanimals were dumbfounded., After all Snowball fought in the
Battle of the Cowshed., Squealer snswered that bravery was
not enough; loyalty end obedience were more important,

The animals worked sixty hours a week. Their food
was no less than what they received when Mr, Jones operated
the farm, Napoleon announced that there would be work on
Sundsy afternoon, but that it would be voluntary. Anyone
who would not work on Sunday would have his rations dimin-
ished to half,

The bullding of the windmill was slackened
because they did not have enough oil and iron. Napoleon
announced that he must trade with the neighboring farmers,
He must exchange hay and wheat for the necessary products,
The animals were disturbed, This was against their policy.
But then they did not remember 1t ever being published,

One night the half-erected windmilll was in ruins,
Snowball was blemed for this, Napoleon issued & proclama-

tion that any animal who would find Snowball would receive
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"Animel Hero, Second Class,"E‘ and a half a bushel of
apples, A full bushel would be given to one who would cap-
ture Snowball alive,.

The winter months were fllled with snow and sleet
yet the animals never tired of rebullding the windmill,
Starvation seemed to stare them in the face., It was impor-
tant to conceal this from the outslide world, Napoleon would
fill the grain bins to the brim with sand and then cover the
sand with grain, so that when Mr, Whymper came he saw how
they had flourished under the new plan,

The political parallel of the above mentioned
situation was as follows, Stalin and Trotsky were rivals
for the leadership of the Unlon of Socialist Soviet Republic
after the death of Lenin on January 21, 1924, Trotsky was
on his way for a cure in the Caucasus when he received the
news of Lenin's death, He lmmediately wired the Kremlin
asking when the funeral would take place, He received a
telegrem from Stalin:

The funeral takes place on Saturday. You

will not be able to return in time., The Polit-

buresu thinks that because of the gtate of your
health you must proceed to Sukhum,©-

Ibid., p.60.

Op.Cit., Fischer, p.ll.
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The funeral actually took place on Sunday, January 27.
Trotsky could have been there., Stalin wanted to weaken the
association in the people's minds between Lenin and Trotsky.

Stalin was General Secretary of the Communist
Party during Lenin's rule. This position enabled him to be-
come a key man after Lenin's death., Stalin's leadership was
bitterly opposed by Trotsky. Trotsky and his supporters
clung to the policy of spreading Communism throughout the
world, & policy which Stalin rejected at that particular
time., Stalin proposed to concentrate on the soclalization
of industry end agriculture, and the development of the
human and natural resources of Russia,

Trotsky and his followers continued their opposi-
tion to the New Economic Policy; Stalin and his followers
favored it for the time being. In 1925, Stelin ousted
Trotsky from his position as War Commissar, From then on
until his exile in 1929, Trotsky lacked real power, He was
assassinated in 1940, in Mexico City, Mexico.

The New Economic Policy mentioned above referred
to a program set up by Lenin in 1921, After the revolution
the rulers realized that 1t was impossible for the people
to break with the past as completely as the leaders desired.
The peassants wanted to own land and to sell their surplus
farm products in the open market to make money, both of

which were contrary to the principles of Communism, When
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the government interfered with the sale of the peasants!
surpluses, they produced less., The distribution of food
and goods broke down, In these conditions hardships and
femine were wldespread. To revive industry, sgriculture,
and trede, Lenin adopted the New Economic Policy, a compro-
mise with the Communistic idesl of public ownership of all
means of production.

Under the New Economic Pollcy peasants were
allowed to sell their surplus goods in the public market,
but in return for the privilege they agreed to turn over
to the government a part of the products they raised
instead of paying e tax in money. The government retained
its ownership of all banks, all large industries, all public
utilities and control of foreign trade.

Conditions began to improve under the New Economic
Policy. Nepmen (private ceapitalists), begen to grow rich.
As some peasants acquired more land, they hired other
peasants to work for them and thereby became richer., The
wealth of these men gave them great power as money-lenders
and village bosses, This revival of cepitalism could not
be tolerated in a country whose government was Communistic
and so 1t was brought to an end by Stalin,

Stalin who supported the New Economic Policy as
a temporary measure, put the Five-~Year Plan (1929-1933),

into opereation. The state plenning agency worked out a
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complete, detailed progrsem for production in every category:
farm products, consumer goods and heavy industry including
such basic elements as coal, steel, oll, military supplies
and weapons.

The Five-Year Plan was broken down into annual
production quotas for the whole Soviet Union, It was salso
broken down into regional and district quotas within the
union republics., At the local levels, towns, villages,
hamlets, the individual factory and collective farms
received the quotas from district authorities and were told
the quantity of goods or farm products that must be
delivered to the states' collection agencies by a given
date,

The third Five-Year Plan was interrupted by the
outbreak of World Wer II, However, it was renewed after
the war and in 1956, Russis started its sixth Five-Year Plan,

In January, 1955, Nikita Krushchev disclosed the
sorry state of Sovliet agriculture., Although the Soviet
Union's population had increased fifty per cent since 1916,
he said, cattle declined 2.6 per cent since 1928, other
animals showed only a slight increase, and farm output in
genersal did not satisfy the country's food and industrial
needs, There were fewer cows then in 1916, and the total

number of cattle was less thsn in 1928,
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Also on Krushchev's list of critical shortages were
milk, poultry, eggs, potatoes, wool, fodder for cattle and
pork. IHe reported a lag 1in the manufacture of agricultural
equipment and machinery, inadequate farm buildings for
animals asnd other serious agricultural deficiencies,

In November, 1956, the Soviet Government claimed
that there had been a marked increase in the harvest of
bread grains and potatoes over 1955 figures. The milk
supply was also said to have improved, but the production
of other agricultural items was passed over,

This was the record of more than twenty-five years
of collectivization in the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republic,

OQur next point for consideration will be the prin-
ciples of animalism, They were reduced to Seven Command-
ments which Snowball with the help of Squealer inscribed on
the wall of the big barn. Snowball said the commandments
were an unalterable law by which 8ll the animals must live
forever after., The commandments were the following:

l., Whatever goes upon two legs is an enemy,

2, Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wings,
is a friend,

3. No animal shall wear clothes,

4. No animel shall sleep in a bed,

5« No animal shall drink slcohol.

6. No animal shall kill any other animal,
7« All animals are equal,'-*

——

T« Ops.Cit., Orwell, p.21,.
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In no time the commandments were altered to suit
the Party members, and so the first two commandments were
changed to, "Four feet good, two feet better."0s This was
necessary when the pigs decided to walk on their hind legs
and carry a whip in their trotter.

The animals noticed that the pigs moved into
Mr, Jones's house and what was more conspicuous they slept
in beds. The animals definitely remembered the commandment.
Clover went to the barn but she could not resd so she asked
Muriel to read it for her, Muriel spelled it out., It said,

n9e

"No animal shell sleep in a bed with sheets, Clover had

not remembered the commandment saying anything ebout sheets,
but it must have been so since it was there on the wall,
Just then Squealer attended by two or three dogs was sable
to put everything in its proper perspective.,

One midnight the animals heard a terrible crash.
They all rushed out of thelr stalls, At the foot of the
barn where the Seven Commandments were written lay a ladder
broken in two places, Squealer sprawling beside it, and a
pot of palnt overturned, This did not mean that there was
any connection between alcohol and falling off a ladder,
although Benjamin, the donkey, hed a very knowing air about
the whole affair. Muriel agaln read the Fifth Commandment

8. 1bid., p.112. 9 7Tbid., p.57.
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10.
which read, "No animal shsll drink alcohol to excess,."

A few days after the execution the animals remem-
bered or thought they remembered that the Sixth Commandment
decreed, "No animal shsall kill any other animal."ll' Clover
again asked Muriel to read the commendment for her. Muriel
read, "No enimal shall kill any other animal without
22232."12.

And again when Clover wanted to verify the command-
ments, Benjamin read for her the single commandment that
remained on the barn: YAll animals are equal but some

13.
animels are more equal than others.," 3

The execution of the various animals brought to
mind the purges of the 1930's. One day Napoleon ordered all
the animals to assemble, After surveying the audience
Napoleon gsve & loud whimper, and immedlately nine huge dogs
attacked four pigs. The pigs were the ones who protested
when Napoleon abolished the Sunday meetings., To everyone's
surprise three of the dogs attacked Boxer, but he crushed
one with his feet and the other two fled. Boxer then looked
up at Napoleon to know whether he should kill the dog or let

him go. Nsapoleon ordered Boxer to let the dog go.

10. 11,

Ibid., p.103. Ibid., p.2l.

12. 1p14., p.88. 13+ 1pid., p.ll2.
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One day Squealer announced that the hens should
lay four hundred eggs & week which would be sold to Whymper.
The hens rebelled, for they wanted some of the eggs for
spring hatching, At the assembly the hens were called upon
to confess their crimes. They blamed Snowball for their
rebellion, They were slaughtered, A goose confessed to
hiding six esars of corn during last yeer's harvest. Sheep
confessed that they killed a ram, They were also slain,

The rest of the animsals felt miserable, They did not know
which wes worse, the treachery of the animels who had
leagued themselves with Snowball or the cruel retribution
they had just witnessed,

The political parallel of the above mentlioned
incidents occurred between 1933 and 1938, when s number of
Trotsky's supporters were gradually removed from offlce,
General Murealov, commander of the Moscow garrison, a parti-
san of Trotsky, was transferred to & remote provincial post.
Army Commander-in=-Chief Serge S. Kasmenev, an intimate co-
worker of Trotsky, suffered a demotion, Petrovsky, a
staunch friend, wes dismissed from the war office. Other
leading Trotskyists were ordered to distant posts: Ossinsky
to Stockholm as Soviet commercial representative, Preobraz-
hensky to the London Anglo-Saxon negotiations, Sapronov to

Vledivostok, and Antonov-Arseyenko to China, Zinoviev and
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Kamenev, who were followers of Stalin after Lenin's death,
joined Trotsky in 1925. In 1936, both were executed,

Napoleon wanted to sell timber elither to Frederick
or Pilkington., He finally decided to sell it to Frederick,
Frederick wanted to write out a check, but Napoleon insisted
upon five-~pound notes, The timber was quickly removed. The
following dsy & horrible scream was heard, The animals
found out that the bank notes were forgerles.

The next morning Frederick emd his followers
attacked animal farm, They gained possession of the wind-
mill, A hole was drilled in it and blasting powder packed
in the hole. The explosion took place immediately and no
sign of the windmill remained.

Eventually Frederick and his followers were driven
out of animal farm, A great celebration took place,
Nepoleon instituted the Order of the Green Banner which he
had conferred upon himself, Every animal received an apple;
the birds were provided with two ounces of corn, and the
dogs got three biscuits each.

The political psaresllel of the above description
can be allied to the Russo-German Pact. Between the years
1939-41, Russia followed a policy of non-aggression toward
Nazi Germany and signed a pact as a result, The Non-Aggres-

sion Pact with Germany gave Russia temporary protection
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against a German attack and time to strengthen further her
military defenses,

The timber incident was a reference to Russia
selling strategic materials to Germany., In 1938, Russisa
sold Germany 33,154 tons of oil; in 1940, 700,000 tons,

In 1941, Germany attacked Russia, thus forcing
her into World War II. Russia received considerable
military equipment from the United States and, to some
extent, from England., By 1945, Russia and her allies
achieved complete military victory.

Our final point for consideration is the realiza-
tion on the part of the animals that they have only ex-
changed masters, Step by step Orwell presented the injus~
tices, the inequalities, which reached their climax in
Clover's meditation. The meditation 1s an assertion that
the revolution had failed in so far as the proletarians
were concerned,

The first instance of inequality was evident when
Squealer announced tothe animals that the pigs with their
superior knowledge should assume the leadership, and be=-
cause of this they were entitled to certain privileges:

Comrades} You do not imsegine, I hope, that

we pigs are doing this in e spirit of selfish-
ness and privilege? Many of us actually dislike
milk and epples, I dislike them myself, Our

sole object in taking these things is to preserve
our health, Milk and apples (this has been proved
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by science, Comrades) contain substances absolute-
1y necessary to the well-being of a plg. We pigs
are brainworkers, The whole management and or-
ganisation of this farm depends on us. Day and
night we are watching over your welfare, It is
for your sake that we drink that milk and eat
those apples. Do you know what would happen 1if
we pigs failed in our duty? Jones would come
back, Yes, Jones would come back, Surely, Com-
rades, surely there is Eﬁ one among you who wants
to see Jones come back?-+e

Fischer in the biography of Stalin brought out the

inequality that exists in Russla:

The new upper class 1s endlessly stratified
into numerous castes, Instead of equal comrades
in a party or equal citizens in a country, Stalin
has established strict hierarchical gradations with
barriers, titles, and differentiated psy and priv-~
ileges. Factories have two, sometimes three or
four restaurants; the worst is for workers, the best
in food, spaciousness, service, and privacy is for
the director and hils immediate subordinates. In
the remote Soviet past, officers and soldiers in
the Red Army wore uniforms of the same material and
were equal except in their duties, Today, the
officers are decked in epsasulets, braids, fine cloth-
ing, and all the accoutrements of & caste army,
occupy the best apartments, and impose strictest
discipline on shabby privates who no longer may
mingle with officers, Officers have clubs, messes,
and establighment barracks to which soldiers have
no access,—’°

Their liberty wes infringed upon when Napoleon

announced that their Sunday meetings would be abolished

:U-L.
15.

Ibid., pp.30-31.

Op.Cit., Fischer, p.131.
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because there were too maeny debates, From now on Napoleon
would make plans for the week and Squealer would deliver
them to the animals on Sunday at ten o'clock after the sing-
ing of "Beasts of England." In April, Animal Farm was
declared a Republic., The unanimous choice was the one and
only candidate, Napoleon.

It is also interesting to note the submission of
the animals as voiced by Boxer who was their spokesman.,
When the Sunday meetings were sbolished, Boxer said,

*

"Nepoleon is always right."l When Napoleon announced that
he had to trede hay and wheat with other farmers for oil and
iron, the animsals were disturbed. It was sgainst their
policy to have anything to do with humans, but Boxer once
again reitersted, "Napoleon is always right."l7' Whenever
Boxer was confronted with a problem, he would say, "I will
work harder."” °

When Squealer ennounced that Snowball was & traitor
at the Battle of the Cowshed, it was a little too much for
Boxer. After all both of them received "Animal Hero First
Class™ distinction. Squealer then ssaid:

Our Leader, Comrade Napoleon, has stated
categorically, comrade - that Snowball was

Op.Cit., Orwell, p.48.
17« 1bid., p.57. 18. 1bid., p.25.
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Jones's sgent from the very beginning - yes,
and from long before the Rebellion was ever
thought of,

'Ah that is different'! said Boxepr, 'If
Napoleon says it, it must be right.'l .

The sbove mentioned examples prove that when too

67

much power is concentrated in the hands of the few people,

these few people are so protected from criticism of thelr

conduct on any except Party lines, that neither they them-

selves nor anyone else 1s protected from their worst human

vices: savagery, vindictiveness, envy, greed, and lust
for power.,
The sad realization of the animals' failure was

voiced by Clover:

If she could have spoken her thoughts, it
would have been to say that this was not what
they had aimed at when they had set themselves
years ago to work for the overthrow of the
human race, These scenes of terror and slaughter
were not what they had looked forward to on that
night when 014 Major first stirred them to
rebellion, If she herself had had any picture
of the future, it had been of a society of animels
set free from hunger and the whip, all equsel, each
working according to his capacity, the strong
protecting the weak, as she had protected the lost
brood of ducklings with her foreleg on the night
of Major's speech., Instead - she did not know why
they had come to a time where no one dared speak
his mind, when fierce, growling dogs roamed every-
where, and when you had to watch your comrades
torn to pleces after confessing to shocking crimes.
There was no thought of rebellion or disobedience

19.
Ibid., p.69.
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in her mind, She knew that, even as things were,
they were far better off than they had been in
the days of Jones, and that before all else it
was needful to prevent the return of human beings,
Whatever happened she would remain faithful, work
hard, carry out the orders that were given to her,
and accept the leadership of Nepoleon, But still,
it was not for this that they had built the wind-
mill and faced the bullets of Jones's gun, Such
were her thouggts, though she lacked the words to
express them,“v*

One day Pilkington and Frederick visited Animal
Farm, Napoleon was host, A burst of laughter issued from
the manor which caused the other animals to draw near and
look in through the window, What they saw amazed themn,
They looked from pig to man and from man to pig but they
could not tell them apart. A key to that reference can be
found in one of Pllkington's statements, "If you have your
21

lower enimals to contend with, we have our lower classes,"

In connectlon with the above Voorhees has an

interesting statement:

The early history of Animal Farm, then, is
partly a satire of the Tory protesting against
any sort of social change because he hates sand
fears it; the later history 1s pertly a satire
of the Tory wanting to get along well with
dictatorships because it i1s 'good business, !22s

20, 21,

Ibid., ppe. 73'7“—-

22. Richard J. Voorhees, "George Orwell:
Rebellion and Responsibility," South Atlantic Quarterly,
Vole.53, (October, 1954), p.558.,

Ibid., p.l1ll5.
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The essential quality of a successful animsal fable
is the capacity of ascribing to the animals idiotic but
easily recognized quelities end decking them in changed

phraseology to sult the animal life, Orwell performed this

to perfection:

When the laws of Animal Farm were first for-
mulated, the retiring age had been fixed for
horses and pigs at twelve, for cows at fourteen,
for dogs at nine, for sheep at seven and for
hens and geese at five. Liberal old-age pensions
had been agreed upon., As yet no animal had
actually retired on a pension, but of late the
subject had been discussed more and more, Now
that the small field beyond the orchard had been
set aslde for barley, it was rumoured that a
corner of the large pasture was to be fenced
off and turned into a grazing-ground for super-
annuated animals, For a horse, it was said, the
pension would be five pounds of corn a day and,
in winter, fifteen pounds of hay, with azgarrot
or possibly an apple on public holidays.“~*

Another important quality of a successful snimal
fable i1s that the writer should have a genuine love of

enimals, In thls Orwell also succeeded:

At one end of the big barn, on & sort of
raised platform, Major was already ensconced on
his bed of straw, under a lentern which hung
from a beam., He was twelve years old end had
lately grown rather stout, but he was still a
majestic-looking pig, with a wise and benevo-
lent appesrance, in spite of the fact that his
tushes had never been cut.... Boxer was an
enormous beast, nearly eighteen hands high, and

23,
3+ 0p.Cit., Orwell, p.73.
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so strong as any two ordinary horses put together,
A white stripe down his nose gave him a somewhat
stupid appesrance, and in fact he waes not of
first-rate intelligence, but he was universally
respected for his steadineﬁﬁ of character and
tremendous powers of work,<=*

In this chapter the parsllel political realities

of the allegory of Animal Farm have been presented. In so

far as Russis is concerned, Orwell felt that it was too
early to say just how the regime would destroy itself, If
he were to make a prophecy he would say that 1f Russia con-
tinued in her policy as she did in the pest fifteen years,
it would lead to an atomic war which would mske the Germsn
invasion look like & tea party. He felt that Russia in the

future will elther democratize itself or it will perish,

2o Ibid., pp.9-10.
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CHAPTER IV

REVULSION AGAINST IMPERIALISM

The aspects of imperialism are twofold., First, it
is morally wrong, Imperialism is morally wrong for it is
ever bent on scquiring more territory, more control of raw
materials, more power and prestige, usually at the expense
of other nations, Orwell expressed it very neatly when he
sald that in order that England may live in compsarative
comfort & hundred million Indians must live on the verge
of starvation.

Imperialism is technically necessary, It is
necessary if we accept technlcel progress as necessary,
Just to look at a map of the world one can see the great
difference that imperialism meskes to the material progress
of the backward countries,

Imperialism 1s not a new term in our lsanguage.
According to recorded history, imperislism existed as far
back as 3400 B.C., It was 1n that year that the king of
Upper Egypt conquered the kingdom of Lower Egypt, united
the two kingdoms, and thereby brought all Egypt under his
control, Egypt in turn fell prey to the conquering Persians
in 525 B.C. Egypt did not become an independent nation
until after the First World War.
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In encient Greece the two most powerful city-states
Athens end Sparta were warring wlith each other for suprem-
acy. In 4jO4 B.C. Athens was captured end its walls were
torn down. In 371 1t recovered its former prosperity and
some of its power, However in 338 B.C. Philip of Macedon
crushed the Greeks and estsblished his power over them,

With the Macedonian conquest of Greece the famous classgical
period of Greek history came to an inglorious end.

Rome began its imperialism by conquering Carthsage,
a great sea power, in 241 B.C. Within less than a century
and a half Rome possessed almost every country bordering
the Mediterranean.

The primary motives for Roman expension were land-
hunger, a desire for military glory, and the need to defend
the everlengthening frontier,

This conquest had profound effects upon the lives
of the Romans, First, there was a far-reaching change in
the economic life of the Romans themselves., Most noticeable
chsnge was the decrease in the number of small farms, and
the increase in the number of large estates,

Victories abroad increased the number of slaves in
Rome, The demand for low priced labor on the great estates
led to an increase in the number of slaves, In 146 B.C. the
Romans shipped fifty thousand Carthaginians to Rome and sold

them in Roman slave markets.
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The third result of Roman conquests was the rise
of three classes of people in Rome: en upper cless (Aristoc-
racy) composed of landowning, officeholding nobles; a
middle class (Patriciens) composed of businessmen; and the
lowest class (Plebeians) composed of the owners of small
farms and the landless who had come to the cities,

In time of great emergency a dictator was appointed
by the consuls for six months, Parents loved to tell their
children about one such dictator Cincinnatus who received
the news of his eppointment while he was plowing, He
immediately left his plow, organized an army, defeated the
enemy, resigned his post, and returned to his farm - &ll in
sixteen days,

In 60 B.C., Rome had three such powerful men Caesar)
Crassus, and Pompey who entered into an alliance known as
the Filrst Triumvirate. The Second Triumvirate was orgenized
in 43 B.C, which consisted of Antony, Octavian and Lepidus.

A number of emperors ruled the Roman Empire. After
the death of Constantine his two sons divided the empire
into two the Eastern and Western Empires, The Western
Empire fell in L76; the Eastern Empire lasted until 1453,

Modern imperlalism is an outgrowth of the Indus-
trial Revolution. The first motive for modern imperialism
is economic. Modern industry requires a tremendous samount

of raw materials, particularly rew cotton and crude rubber

]
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which are not produced in Europe, and also metals and oil
which are produced in Europe, but not in quantities suffi-
cient to meet the demands. Modern manufacturers produce a
great deal more than they can sell at home and therefore
they need markets abroad for their surplus goods, Profits
from msnufactures lead to the accumulation of surplus
capital not needed in business at home, but which must be
invested to avoid an economic loss. Large areas in South
America, Africa, and Asia provided opportunities for the
exercise of these motives; for in them were to be found
large supplies of raw materials, ample markets, and & need
for capital to develop natural resources and transportation,

The first step in imperislism was economic penetra-
tion of foreign lsnds. Permissions to do business were
granted to foreign capitalists by native governments, Large
sums of money were invested in lands, oll wells, mines,
reilroads, and other businesses, Backward regions were
opened up to trade and European goods sold to their peoples.

The second step in economic imperialism was the
establishment of politicsl control, This was in part the
result of a desire to protect economic interests and in
part the product of an Intense nationalism which had
developed in European countries and expressed 1tself in a
desire for colonies. Each nation wanted to be self-

sufficient and so to control its sources of raw materilals,
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to protect 1ts meanufacturers by high tariffs on imports, end
to have a monopoly of the chlef markets where 1ts goods were
to be sold. National pride caused each country to wish to
transact its business in its own money and under its own
fleg.

Apart from the economic motive for imperialism there
is also the humanitarian motive, Many people were sincerely
convinced that imperislism was beneficlal, even necessary
for peoples in conquered lends, They talked of the duty of
the white man to carry his ways of life, his knowledge, and
medical skill to backward races, They pointed out that
imperial rule helped to prevent local wars, to wipe out
superstitious preactices, to stamp out tropical dlseases, and
to bring the blessings of Christian civilization.

Orwell's feelings about the imperial system can be

deduced from his novel Burmese Days, and his two essays,

"Shooting an Elephant,” and "A Hanging." It is in these
writings that we leern about the recial prejudice, the
superstition of racial superiority and that imperislism 1is
an evil both to the governors and to the governed,

After his graduation from Eton, Orwell served as a
sub~divisional police officer in & town in India, He said
that 1t was part of his job to be hated:

In Moulmein, in Lower Burma, I was hated by
large numbers of people - the only time in my
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life that I have been important enough for this
to happen to me, I was a sub-divisional police
officer of the town, and in an almless, petty
kind of way anti-Europesn feeling was very bit-
ter. No one had the guts to raise a riot, but

if a European woman went through the bazasars
alone somebody would probebly spit betel juice
over her dress, As a police officer I was an
obvious target and was baited whenever it seemed
safe to do so, When a nimble Burman tripped me
up on the football field and the referee (another
Burman) looked the other way, the crowd yelled
with hideous laughter, This happened more than
once, In the end the sneering yellow faces of
the young men that met me everywhere, the insults
hooted after me when I was at a safe distance,
got badly on my nerves,ls

His experiences are related through the character
of Flory in the novel of Burmese Days., It is not that
Orwell dld all the things that Flory relates, but the feel=-
ings of Flory are those of Orwell himself, Of his service

in Burma Orwell wrote:

At that time I had already made up my mind
that imperialism was an evlil thing and the
sooner I chucked up my job and got out of it the
better, Theoretically -~ and secretly, of course -
I was all for the Burmese and all against their
oppressors, the British, As for the job I was
doing, I hated it more bitterly than I can per-
haps make clear, In a job like that you see the
dirty work of the Emplire at close quarters. The
wretched prisoners huddling in the stinking cages
of the lock-ups, the grey, cowed faces of the long-
term convicts, the scarred buttocks of the men who

1. George Orwell, Shooting an Elephant, New York:
Harcourt Brace, 1950, p.3.
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had been flogged with bamboos -~ all thgse oppressed
me with an intolerable sense of guilt.“*

One side of Orwell hated the inequality of human
relationships which imperialism imposed. In Burma wherever
the white men settled, they formed a club exclusive of
natives, In Kyauktada the club consisted of only seven
white men, One day the Deputy Commissioner placed a notice
on the bulletin board that by June 1, a native should be
elected to join their c¢lub, Flory was the only one in favor
of this. In fact, he looked forward to having his friend
Dr. Veraswami, an Indian Civil Surgeon and Superintendent of
the jeaill, elected to the club,

There was another possible candidate, U Po Kyin,
the Burman magistrate, He was determined to be elected and
his machinations make the plot. With a sweepling satiric
stroke Orwell described the villain:

He walked slowly, very upright to bglance

his vast belly, and holding a yellow silk um-
brella over his head. His pink paso glittered
in the sun like a satin prealine,...

He was proud of his fatness, because he saw

the accumulated flesh as the symbol of greatness,
He who had once been obscure and hungry was now

fat, rich and feared, He was swollen with the
bodies of his enemies,..-*

2e
Ibid., pp.3-4.

3e George Orwell, Burmese Days, New York:
Harcourt Brace, 1934, pp.li-16,
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U Po Kyin plaenned the downfall of his opponent, the Civil
Surgeon, by sending anonymous letters to the Deputy Com-
missioner,

Although he won in the end, Orwell does not let
him get away with it, Three days after U Po Kyin won the
election to the white man's club he was stricken with
apoplexy and died., The wife of U Po Kyin frequently urged
her husband to bulld pegodes as a retribution for his evils.
She was heart broken as she thought of his fate:

She suffers greatly to think of U Po Kyin

where must he be now - wandering in God knows
what dreadful subterranean Hell of fire, and
darkness, and serpents, and genii. Or even if
he has escaped the worst, his other fear haeas
been realized, and he has returned to the earth
inthe shape of a rat or a frog., Perhaps at this
very moment & snake is devouring him.%e

One day Mr. Maxwell was murdered by the relatives
of the man whom he had shot in a rebellion. Although per-
sonally none of the members of the white club cered for
Maxwell, yet they were highly incensed sgeinst the natives
for committing the crime., Westfield and Ellis were bound
to find the culprit or two and have them hanged. Westfileld
said, "Get somebody, enyhow, Much better hang the wrong
5.

"

fellow than no fellow,

ke 1pi4., p.286. 5 TIbid., p.240.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST IMPERIALISM 79

Atkins has an interesting observation on the

incident:

To the pukka sahib Maxwell is dead because
the natives have been given too much freedonm,
To Orwell it has hgppened because they have been
shut out too long."*

A number of minor fallacies circulated in Burma.
One of them was a conviction that the Europeans had thinner
skulls, therefore they were more susceptible to sunstroke
than the thick-skulled natlives, the implication belng that
they were more delicately constructed creatures, Orwell was
convinced that this was a2 British superstition. He himself
marched bareheaded all day without ill effects. In one of

his articles in the Tribune he dlscussed this situation:

But why should the British in India have
bullt up this superstition about sunstroke?
Because an endless emphasis on the differences
between the 'natives' and yourself is one of
the necessary props of imperlalism. You can
only rule over a subject race, especially when
you are in a minority, 1f you honestly belleve
yourself to be racially superior, and it helps
towards this if you can believe that the sub-
ject race 1s biologically different. There
were quite a number of ways in which Europeans
in India used to believe, without any evidence,
that Aslsastic bodles differed from their own,
Even guite considerable snatomical differences
were supposed to exist, But the nonsense about
Europeans being subject to sunstroke, and

6. John Atkins, George Orwell, A Literary Study,
New York: Frederick Ungar, 1955, p.082,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST IMPERIALISM 80

Orientals not, was the most cherished supersti-

tion of all, The thin skull was the mark of

racial superiority, and the pit? topi was a
sort of emblem of imperialism,/-*

What Orwell thought of imperialism can be easily

deduced from what Flory had to say in Burmese Days after

eight years of Eastern life, fever, loneliness, and drinking
had set their mark upon him., His thoughts were poisoned
with:

the ever bitterer hatred of the stmosphere of

imperialism in which he lived. For as his

brain developed... he had grasped the truth

sbout the English and their Empire., The Indian

Empire is a despotism - benevolent, no doubt,

but sti&l a despotism with theft as its finsal

object.ve

Imperialism was an evil to the governors and to the

governed., It was an evil to the governors for it subjected
them to a 1life of lies and loneliness, It was a life of
lies for each of them knew that the regime was an evil one
and yet dared not to express his opinion. In addition it
was a poor bargain to spend thirty years underpaid, in a

foreign country, and then come home with a wrecked liver and

a pineapple backside from sitting in cene chairs.

Te  George Orwell, "As I Please," Tribune, No.408,
(October 20, 19&&%, p.1l0,

8. Op.Cit., Orwell, Burmese Days, p.68.
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It was a life of loneliness., Continence was beyond
the 1life of Flory in the Esst.,. He kept a Burmese mistress,
However, when Mrs, Lackersteen's (she was the only married
English woman in Burms) niece Elizsbeth came to stay with
them, Flory dismissed his mistress and fell deeply in love
with Elizabeth, He courted her for several months. Eliza-
beth soon left him for Verrell, the newly arrived military

policeman, Verrsll was a bore and a cad:

He despised the entire non-military popula-
tion of India, a few famous polo-players excepted.,
He despised the entire Army as well, except the
cavalry, He desplsed all Indlien regiments, infan-
try and cavalry alike., It was true that he him-
self belonged to a native regiment, but that was
only for his own convenience.... His Military
Policemen he looked on as no better than coolies...
Up and down India, wherever he was stationed, he
left behind him a trail of insulted people,
neglected duties and unpaid bills. Yet the dis-
graces that ought to have fallen on him never did.
He bore a charmed life, and it was not only the
handle to his name that saved him, There was
something in his eye before which duns, burra
memsahibs and even colonels quailed.... Spending,
or rather owing, fabulous sums on clothes, he
yet lived almost as ascetically as a monk, He
exercised himself ceaselessly and brutally,
rationed his drink and his cligarettes, slept on
a camp-bed and bathed in cold water in the bit-
terest winter, Horsemanshlp and physical fit-
ness were the only gods he knew, The stamp of
hooves on the maidan, the strong, polsed feel-
ing of his body, wedded centaur-like to the
saddle, the polo=-stick springy in his hand -
these were his religion, the breath of his life,%

9‘ Ibid.’ pp.202-2030
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Verrsall had no intention of marrying Elizebeth; he was
merely amusing himself so as to pass the time in thls out-
landish place of almost unbelievable boredom.

Shortly afterwards Verrall was recalled to his
regiment, He did not even bother to say good-bye to
Elizabeth, It is here that Orwell handles the farce with
a skillful hand, Elizabeth and her aunt pursued Verrall
to the railway station. Upon resching the stetion they saw
the tail end of the train.

Imperialism was an evil to the governed as we had
seen in the Maxwell case where Westfield said it would be
better to hang the wrong fellow thsn no fellow at all, Then
again, when the white man's club was surrounded by the Bur-
mans, and they were dispersed by the guns that were flred
over their heads, Ellis complained that the police shot over
the heads of the mob and not into them., Even if they had
shot one of their own number, it would have been "only a
nigger," so it would not have greatly mattered.

Yet, there is no suggestion in the book that there
was more tyranny under the British rule than there would
have been under Burmese self-government. Especially if we
think of Burma as governed by U Po Kyin.

Brander made an interesting study of the two

novels dealing with India, Forster's A Passage to India and

Orwell's Burmese Days:

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

REVULSION AGAINST IMPERIALISM 83

In Burmese Days the problem is loneliness,
and in A Passage to India the problem is the
imperfect relationships between English people
eand Indiens, In Burmese Days 1t is not only
Flory who is lonely. All the English people
are lonely because they believe there is no
possibility of friendship with the Burmese or
Indians. They cling together as a group in the
club becsuse they are gregerious esnd they see no
possibllity of other companionship.lo'

Orwell realized that the futility of the white man's
dominion became apparent when, by turning tyrant, he
destroyed his own freedom. He gave &an example of thils from
his own experience in his essay entitled, "Shooting an
Elephant,"”

One day a sub inspector at a police station gave
Orwell orders to teke csasre of an elephant that was revaging
the bazear, He took his rifle and his pony and went. The
elephant destroyed somebody's hut, killed a cow, raided the
fruit stalls, devoured the stock, and killed an Indian
coolie, But at the moment when Orwell arrived the elephant
was on his best béhavior chewing some grass. Then and there
he felt he had no right to kill the elephant because that

would be tantamount to destroying machinery. Orwell related

the incident as follows:

10. Lawrence Brander, George Orwell, New York:
Longmans, 1954, p.89.
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Here was I, the white man with his gun,
standing 1in front of the unarmed nsative crowd -
seemingly the leading actor of the piece; but in
reality I was only an ebsurd puppet pushed to
and fro by the will of those yellow faces behind,
I percelved in this moment that when the white
man turns tyrent it is his own freedom that he
destroys. He becomes a sort of hollow, posing
dummy, the conventionallzed figure of a sahib.

For it is the condition of his rule that he shall
spend his life in trying to impress the 'natives!
and so in every crisis he has got to do what the
'natives' expect of him. He wears a mask, and his
face grows to fit it. I had got to shoot the
elephant. I had committed myself to doing 1t when
I sent for the rifle. A sghib has got to act like
a sahib; he has got to appear pear resolute, to know his
own mind and do definite things. To come all that
way, rifle in hend, with two thousand people march-
ing at my heels, and then to trail feebly away,
having done nothing - no, that was impossible,

The crowd would laugh at me. And my whole life,
every white man's 1life in the Efst, was one long
struggle not to be laughed at.

Referring to the same incident Hollis made the

following observation:

From this sorry story he derived the lesson
that in an imperial system the masters are not
really the masters., Thelr authority depends upon
gesture and prestige and therefore they do not
dare to disappoint their subjects, even when
they know very well that what thei{ subjects are
demanding is barberic and foolish.

11,

Op.Cit., Orwell, Shooting en Elephant, p.8.

8L

12, Christopher Hollis, A Study of George Orwell,

Chicago: H. Regnery Co., 1956, p.39.
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While in Burma Orwell witnessed & hanging. He does
not tell us the gullt of the prisoner. The prisoner was led
out of the prison with two werders with rifles, and two more
men clutching his arm as if at once pushing and supporting
him, Behind the prisoner came the superintendent and the
rest of the officials,

On the way to the gallows & dog appeared from some-
where and leaped up at the prisoner and licked his face.

The prisoner continued walking in his bobbing menner, (he
never straightened out his knees), and then all of & sudden
he stepped slightly aside to avoid a puddle on the path:

but till that moment I had never realized what

it means to destroy a healthy, conscious man,

When I saw the prisoner step aside to avoid

the puddle I saw the mystery, the unspeakable

wrongness, of_cutting a life short when it is

in full tide.13.
Orwell realized that here is a man whose physical and intel-
lectual functions were the same as all the others who
accompanied him and yet in a minute there would be one mind
less, one world less,

It was occurrences like that that compelled Orwell

to leave Burma. Atkins commented on this incident in the

following words:

13. George Orwell, "A Hanging," in Shooting an
Elephant, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1950, p.15.
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The assault was on the nerves rather than
the flesh, But it was lndecent, If you carried
on until finally you accepted this sort of thing,
or at least pretended to yourself that you
accepted it, your humenity would be gons, And
in socleties where power is the main goal it
becomes quite natural to accept such things., At
most they may be {egarded as regrettable but
always necessary,-tre

In reference to Orwell's quotation Hollis felt th
he did not really argue the case when he said, "I saw the
mystery, the unspeakable wrongness of cutting a life shor

when it is in full tide." First, there was no hint as to

86

at

t

what the man's crime had been, no discussion whether he had

been certaily guilty of it, no consideration of the evidence

whether capital punishment is an effective deterrent, HIi

protest lles mainly in the fact:

Since man is destlned to dle anyway, nothing
could well be less self-evident than the propo-
sition that the preservation of 1life for a few
more years is of enormous importance. Among
secularists those who meintein that capital pun-
ishment should be inflicted whenever it 1s to the
general convenience have the better of the argu-
ment., Orwell's position is only tenable if man
has a destiny beyond this world., Here was one of
& number of his opinions which only made sense
on the assumpt%on of an implicit acceptance of
s future life,l5.

1)4.0 OE‘Cit., Atkins, p.30,.

15« op.cit., Hollis, p.Lo.

8
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Arthur Koestler 1n his novel Darkness at Noon also

presented to us a meditation of s men who was about to be

executed:

So I shall be shot, thought Rubashov., Blink-
ing, he watched the movement of his big toe, which
stuck up verticeally at the end of the bed, He
felt warm, secure and very tlred; he had no objec-
tion to dozling straight off into death, there and
then, if only one let him remein lying under the
warm blanket., 'So they are golng to shoot you,'
he told himself, He slowly moved his toes in the
sock and & verse occurred to him which compared
the feet of Chrlst to a white roebuck in a thorn-
bush, He felt in the warmth of the blanket almost
perfectly happy end feared only one thing, to have
to get up and move, 'So you are going to be
destroyed,' he sald to himself helf aloud and 1lit
another cigarette. He was already in that peculisar
state of excitement familiar to him from former
experiences of the neerness of death. He knew at
the same time that this condition was reprehen-
sible and, from a certein point of view, unper-
missible, but at the moment he felt no inclination
to have that point of view. Instead, he observed
the play of his stockinged toes. He smiled, A
warm wave of sympathy for his own body, for which
usually he had no liking, played over him with a
self-pitying delight,l6s

Rubashov weas a party member, He was accuded of crime of

which he was innocent., He was not submitted to any grest

degree of physlical torture to wring confesslions out of him,

yet he confessed everything because his loyalty to the

party was such that there was no life for him outside the

Macmillan Co., 19’4.8,' pp.lB"lLl-.

16, Arthur Koestler, Darkness at Noon, New York:
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party, that, even if the party required of him death and
dishonor he must be prepared to offer it death and dishonor.
"Honor is to be useful without a fuss," he said,

Orwell once reviewed a book of essays, Vislons and

Memories by H.W. Nevinson. In one of the essays Nevinson
gave a personal experience of shooting a native because the
native shot his carrier. As he was gbout to aim at the
heart of the natlve three carriers rushed on him and
implored him not to shoot., Nevinson was immensely relieved,
all the more because he knew the rifles were hopelessly
jemmed eand would rather fly than fire., Orwell said:

Nevinson likes to put in little touches, like

that of the jammed rifle, which make him appear
as slightly ineffectual person., But it was the
combination of objecting to cepital punishment,
and yet habitually getting into the kind of
situation where it is sometimes necessary to
kill people, that 1ifted him above the ordinary
run of journalists.17-

Toward the end of his stay in Burma Orwell worked
out an anarchistic theory that all government is evil, that
the punishment always does more harm than the crime and that
people can be trusted to behave decently if only one will

leave them alone, Later he realized that thls was sentimen-

tal nonsense:

17.
7 George Orwell, "Pen and Sword," The Observer,
(January 28, 1945), p.3.
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I see now as I did not see then, that it is
always necessary to protect people from viclencs.
In any state of soclety where crime can be prof-
itable you have got to have a garsh criminal lew
and administer it ruthlessly.l .

Orwell was irritated by the fact that what he did was in the
capacity of an unwanted foreign invader., The Burmese did
not consider themselves as criminals justly punished but as
victims of a foreign congueror.

While Britain controlled Indisa, every Anglo-Indian
was haunted by a sense of guilt which he usually concealed
as best he could, because merely to be overheard making a
seditious remark might damage his career., All over Indila
there were Englishmen who secretly loathed the system of
which they were & part; and just occasionally, when they
were quite certain of being in the right company, their
hidden bitterness overflowed. Orwell related the following
incident:

I remember a night I spent on the trein with

a man in the Educationel Service, & stranger to
myself whose name I never discovered, It was too
hot to sleep and we spent the night in talking.
Half en hour's cautious questioning decided each
of us that the other was 'safe!; and then for
hours, while the train jolted through the pitch-
black night, sitting up in our bunks with bottles

of beer handy, we damned the British Empire -
damned 1t from the inside,.intelligently and

18.
George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier, London:
Victor Gollancz 1ltd., 1937, p.179.
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intimately., It did us both good., But we hed
been speakling forbidden things, and in the heg-
gard morning light when the train crawled into
Mandalay, Wi parted as guiltily as any edulter-
ous couple, 9.

In this chegpter we have considered the twofold
aspects of imperiaslism namely, that it is morally wrong yet
technically necessary. We also realized that imperislism
was not a new term and that ancient civilizetions of Egypt,
Greece, and Rome practliced imperialism. Modern imperiallsm
is & result of the Industrial Revolutlion. Its motives are
to penetrate foreign lends for economic reasons, to establish
political control, and finally the humanitarian motives were

considered, Orwell's feellngs toward imperialism were

deduced from his novel Burmese Days, two essays, "Shooting

en Elephant,” "A Henging," and some of his other journalistid

writing,.

19« 1bid., pp.176-77.
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CHAPTER V

ATONEMENT

After five years of duty as a sub-divisional
officer in Burma Orwell came home on leave in 1927, For
five years he had been part of an oppressive system, and it
had left him with a bad conscience. He remembered faces of
prisoners, of men waiting in condemned cells, of subordinateg
he had bullied, aged peasants he had snubbed, of servants
and coolies he had hit with his fist in moments of rage.
Those were the things that everyone did in the East; the
Orientals can be very provoking. He was conscious of an
immense guilt that he had to expiate, He had reduced every-
thing to the simple theory that the oppressed are always
right and that the oppressors are always wrong.

He wanted to get away not only from imperialism
but from every form of man's power over another man, He
wanted to be on the side of the oppressed against their
tyrants, At that time failure was the only virtue for him,
Success even to the extent of earning a few hundred pounds
a year was a form of bullying. Once he could project him-
self into the masses, live with them, he would have touched

bottom and in this way he felt that part of his guilt would
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have dropped from him, In the first part of this chapter,
Orwell's projection into the masses during the days of
unemployment will be presented.

Down and QOut in Paris snd London is an indictment

of a world that permits such destitution to exist, It is
autobiographical in form since it presents eighteen months
of his l1life first as a dish-washer in Paris and later as a
tramp in Englaend. During those months he got acquainted
with two poverties, namely, hunger and sickness,

While in Paris, he lived in one of the cheapest
hotels in & room which consisted of an iron bedstead, =a
chair, and & washstand, He pald two hundred francs for his
monthly rent, and had two hundred francs left over for his
meals, He lived on two francs a day. One day he was robbed
and left with only sixty francs.

He met a Russian ex-captain, Boris, with whom he
walked the streets of Paris trying to get employment. Any-
where they turned they were just a half hour late or they
were rejected because they were foreigners, They came to
such a pitch that they were without food for three days at
a stretch, To one who was underfed long before that it
caused excruciating pains, After two days without food
Orwell discovered that he had a mind to do nothing but lie

in bed and read the Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes:
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It was all that I felt equal to, without food,
Hunger reduces one to an utterly spineless, brain-
less condition, more like the after-effects of
influenza than anything else., It is as though one
had been turned into a jellyfish, or as though
all one's blood had been pumped out and luke-warm
water substituted1 Complete inertia is my chief
memory of hunger.*e

Swindling was a common occurrence. One day Borls
told him of a Russian secret society (Communists) in Paris
who helped the Russian exiles if they promised to turn Bol-

shevik, Boris told his friend that if he would contribute

an article to the Moscow Weekly he would be able to earn

good money. Orwell said he knew nothing of English politics

except what he read in the Dally Mall and that paper is

conservative in tone, Boris suggested feebly that he should
write just the opposite of what the paper stated.

The entrance to this secret society was through a
laundry., Members were asked to carry parcels as if they
were heading for the laundry because the Parislan police
were very much against the Communists. From there they
would climb several flights of stairs and find aen office
with a large picture of Lenin and other propaganda posters.
Membership fee was twenty francs. Since they did not have

that amount, they deposited whatever they had, The secret

George Orwell, Down and Out in Paris and London
New York: Harcourt Brace, 1933, p.38.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

ATONEMENT oL

society promised to give them the particulars in the next
dey's mall, They waited ten days and finally made another
attempt to visit the office only to find out that the secret
society had vanished.,

The author commented that the secret society had
nothing to do with Communism; they were swindlers who preyed
upon Russian refugees by extracting entrance fees.

Boris and Orwell eventually did land a job in
Hotel X. Their work consisted of scrubbing tables and
floors, shining sllverwere and glasses, preparing trays in
an underground cellar where the heat was always one hundred
and ten degrees Fahrenheit:

It was amusing to look around the filthy

little scullery and think thet only a double

door was between us and the dining-room, There
sat the customers in all their splendor - spot-
less tablecloths, bowls of flowers, mirrors and

gilt cornices and painted cherubim; and here,

just a few feet away, we in our disgusting filth.a'

They worked for twelve hours a day six days a week
and at times were called even on Sunday. They earned five
hundred francs a month plus their food. The plongeurs
endured a life which to most men would be impossible,
Orwell's straightforward description was made up of

cumulating detail:

2% Tbid., Dp.67-68.
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The essence of the situatlion was that a
hundred or two hundred people were demanding
individually different meals of five or six
courses, and that fifty or sixty people had
to cook and serve them and clean up the mess
afterwards;... And at this time wnen the work
was doubled, the whole staff was tired out, and
a number of them were drunk.... The chargings
to and fro in the narrow passages, the cocllisions,
the yells, the struggling with crates and trays
and blocks of ice, the heat, the darkness, the
furious festering quarrels which there was no
time to fight out - they pass description. Any-
one coming into the basement for the first time
would have thought himself in a den of maniacs.-”°

Orwell discovered that the plongeurs had a pride
of their own but it was a perverted pride in their drudgery.
It lay in being equal to whatever demands were laid upon
them, however unreasonable, The only attainsble virtue wsas

the power of working like an ox, It was the ambition of

every plongeur to be a debrouillard, a man who did whatever

he was told, even the seemingly impossible., This is surely
what is meant by the phrase 'slave mentality.' The idea of
freedom, of having the right to choose between reasonsable
alternatives, did not exist for them. Their work was ser-
vile and without art; they were paid just enough to keep
them alive; their only holidasy was the sack. They rarely
married, but if they did their wives were also compelled to

work, The only possible escape was into prlson, It was

3+ Ipid., pp.6l-65.
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probably while working in Paris that Orwell first percelved
the idea that was to become increasingly important to him
in later years: that there was a rough equality among the
plongeurs but that it was of no use to them at all without
liberty.

Lack of money was also the theme of Orwell's book

entitled Keep the Aspidistra Flying. Gordon, the hero of

the book, worked in a second-hand bookshop. The pay was

two pounds a week, Such poverty made living impossible:

He learned what it means to live for weeks
on end on bread and margerine, to try to ‘write!
when you are half starved, to pawn your clothes,
to sneak trembling up the stairs when you owe
three weeks'! rent and your landlaedy is listening
for you. Moreover, in those seven months he wrote
practically nothing. The first effect of poverty
is that it kills thought.*+*

The description of Gordon's bedroom could be

paralleled with the description given in Down and Qut in

Paris and London and in the Road to Wigan Pier:

As for the place where Gordon lived, in
Brewer's Yard, parallel to Lambeth Cut on the
south side, it was & filthy kip. His bed-sit-
ting-room was eight shillings a week and was just
under the roof, With its sloping ceiling - it
was & room shaped like a wedge of cheese - and
its sky-light window, it was the nearest thing

Lo George Orwell, Keep the Aspidistra Flying,
New Yokk: Harcourt Brace, 1936, p.63,
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to the proverbial poet's garret that he had
ever lived in, There was a large, low, broken-
backed bed with a ragged patchwork quilt and
sheets that were changed once fortnightly; a
deal table ringed by dynasties of teapots; a
rickety kitchen chair; a tin basin for washing
in; a gas-ring in the fender, The bare floor-
boards had never been stained but were dark
with dirt. In the cracks in the wallpaper
dwelt multitudes of bugs; however, this was
winter and they were torpid unless you over-
heated the room,-o.

Although poverty was not the theme of Orwell's

novel, Coming Up for Air, he did describe people living in

a suburb who had to meet their monthly payments, and as a

result lived in constant fear of losing their positions:

eee What is a road like Ellesmere Road? Just a
prison with the cells all in a row. A line of
semi-detached torture-chambers where the poor
little five-to-ten-pound-a weekers quake and
shiver, everyone of them with the boss twisting
his tail and the wife riding him like a night-
mare and the kids sucking his blood like leeches.
As a matter of fact, in Ellesmere Road we
don't own our houses, even when we've finished
paying for them., They're not freehold, only
leasehold., They're priced at five-fifty, payable
over a period of sixteen years, and they're a
class of houses which, if you bought them for
cash down, would cost round sbout three-eighty.é'

Orwell spent a year in Morocco. One day while

visiting the public gardens, he stopped to feed a gazelle

5e

6. George Orwell, Coming Up for Air, New York:
Harcourt Brace, 1939, pp.l7-19,

Ibid., p.253.
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with bread, An Arsb stopped his work and said to Orwell,
"I could eat some of that bread." Orwell gave him the
remainder. The Arab accepted it gratefully.

Once while passing through Jewish quarters, he took
out a cigerette, Immediately there was a rush of Jews, even
old grandfathers, clamoring for cigarettes., In a moment his
whole packet was gone. Orwell concluded his observation

with:

No one would think of running cheap trips to
the Distressed Areas. But where the human beings
have brown skins their poverty is simply not
noticed, What does Morocco mesn to a Frenchman?
An orange=-grove or a job in Government service.

Or to an inglishman? Ceamels, castles, palm-trees,
Foreign Legionaires, brass trays and bandits. One
could probably live here for years without noticing
that for nine-tenths of the people the reality of
life is an endless back-breaking struggle to wring
a little food out of an eroded soil.le

The poor are usually subjected to snobbery. Gordon,

the main character in Keep the Aspidistra Flying, worked at

McKennies book store., Thursday was early quitting time and
Gordon had an invitatlon to spend the evening with the
Derings. When he arrived at the residence, he noticed that
they were out., They notified 2ll the other guests ebout the

change, but they failed to notify Gordon.

Te George Orwell, "Marrskech," in Such, Such Were
the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1953, pp.l24-25,
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Even the relastion between man and woman is based

on money:

The only thing a woman ever wants 1s money,
money for a house of her own and two babies and
Drage furniture and an aspidistra, The only
8in they can imagine is not wanting to greb
money. No woman ever judges a man by anything
except his income, Of course she doesn't put
it to herself like that, She says he's such a
nice man = meaning that he's got plenty of money.
And if you haven't got money you aren't nice.
You're dishonoured, somehow. gou've sinned,
Sinned sgainst the aspidistrea.”e

When his friend remonstrated with him that there must be
something more important than money that a girl looks to in

a man Gordon answered:

What other things? Don't you see that a
man's whole personality is bound up with his
income? tHis personality is his income, How
can you be attractive to a girl when you've
got no money? You can't wear decent clothes,
you can't take her out to dinner or to the
theatre, you can't carry a cheery, interesting
atmosphere gbout with you, And it's rot to
say that kind of thing doesn't matter. It does.,
If you haven't got money there isn't even anywhere
you can meet, Rosemary and I never met except in
the streets or 1ln picture galleries... Wandering
up and down beastly wet streets - that's what
Rosemary associates me with, Don't you sese how
it takes the gilt off everything?’e

8. Op.Cit. Orwell, Keep the Aspidistra Flying, p.93

9. Ibido, ppogu-gst
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Orwell does not fail to bring out the effects of
poverty upon a child:
Probably the greatest cruelty one can inflict
on a child is to send it to school among children
richer than itself, A child conscious of poverty
will suffer snobbish agonies such as a grownup
person can scarcely even imagine., In those days,
especially at his prepatory school, Gordon's
l1ife had been one long conspiracy to keep his end
up and pretend that his parents were richer thaEO
they were, Ah, the humillations of those days.™"*
Poverty can coarsen one's manners, While working
in the kitchen, Orwell once placed the dustbin directly in
the middle where it would be in the cook's way. She cried,
and he jeered at her, He then sadly commented that this
was the kind of effect that fatigue had upon one's manners,
Orwell also described a tramp as having a charsac-
ter of a jackal, It was malnutrition and not vice that had
destroyed his manhood. He had lived for two years on bread
and margarine until both his mind and body deteriorated.
He was only half a man,
Another example that Orwell presented was that of
a young stevedore who picked up a quarrel with an old-age
pensioner, The cause of the quarrel was food, The pension-

er lost his shilling as a result this deprived him of meals

for three days,

10+ 1pid., p.hl. B
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In describing the slums of Paris he portrayed the
people as those who had given up trying to be normal or
decent: "Poverty frees them from ordinary standards of
behaviour, just as money frees people from work."ll'

Sickness is still another effect of poverty.

Orwell had spent several weeks in Hospital X (Paris) in
1929, He was a pneumonia case, He had to answer questions
for twenty minutes while his temperature was a hundred and
three degrees. He was given a linen white shirt and a blue
flannel dressing-gown., He received no slippers for they did
not have his size. In this manner he had to walk to a ward
which was two hundred yards away in cold February weather,

The ward consisted of sixty crowded beds, As
Orwell entered, a doctor with medical students was cupping12
one of the patients. As soon as Orwell was 1n bed the doc-
tor and students turned to him and applied the same tech-
nique, The thing that angered Orwell was that the patient
was just a specimen for the students. They were interested

in his bronchial rattle. The doctor did not exchange a word

with the patient not even a glance,

11.

Op.Cit., Orwell, Down and Out in Paris and
London, PeTe
12.

Cupping is a process whereby tumblers resem-
bling wine glasses had air tsken out by burning a match in
them and then applying the hot glass to a patient thereby
drawing blood., Six such glasses were applied to Orwell,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

ATONEMENT 102

What irritated Orwell most was that patients died
without having anyone present at their bedside., The nurses
took their leisure in removing the corpse. Orwell contrasted
this with an incident that occurred in one of the hospitals
in Englend., There were six of them at tea when a patient
died, The nurse very adroltly had teken the corpse out and
after tea they were informed about it.

When the author could bear the conditions of Paris
no longer, he wrote to his friend in England asking for
employment and financial aid. He received five pounds with
which he bought & new sult, and paid his traveling expenses,

Because his friend was unable to obtain employment
for him immediately, Orwell had to go to a kip (sleeping

place). In his book The Road to Wigan Pier Orwell recounted

the perturbation with which he entered the new world, Fear-
ing that he might be spotted as a 'gentleman' the moment he
opened his mouth, Orwell had a hard-luck story ready in case
he should be questioned. Having equipped himself with the
ragged clothes of the tramp, he left Crossgates, Eton and
the Burma Police behind him and mede his way to a common
lodging=house:
Heavens, how I had to screw up my courage

before I went in{ It seems ridiculous now.

But you see I was still half efraid of the

working-class, I wanted to get in touch with

them, I even wanted to become one of them, but
I still thought of them as alien and dangerous;
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going into the dark doorway of that common
lodging=house seemed to me like going down into
some dreadful subterranean place - a sewer full
of rats, for instance. I went in fully expect-
ing a fight., The people would spot that I was
not one of themselves and immediately infer
that I had come to spy on them; and then they
would set upon me and throw me out - that was
what I expected. I felt that I had got to do
it, but I did not enjoy the prospect.l3°

As Orwell entered the kitchen, a drunken stevedore
approached him, Orwell stiffened. He did not know what to
expect. The stevedore threw his arms round his neck and
said, "'Ave a cup of tea, chum, 'ave a cup of tea." The
cup of tea was, as he sald, a kind of baptism.

In the lodging-house fifteen or twenty men slept
in one dormitory. Some of the lodgers were old-age pension-
ers who were receiving ten shillings a week as a pension.
They managed to exist. Their food consisted of tea and two
slices of bread and margarine,

In one workhouse Orwell had to do the kitchen
chores. He had to throw good food into swill-tubs while in
the spike the ration was bread eand margarine, He discussed
this with another young tramp. The tramp gave the reasons:

They have to do it. If they made these

places too comfortable, you'd have all the
gcum of the country flocking into them. It's

13.
3 George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier, London:
Victor Gollancz 1ltd., 1937, p.l03.
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only the bad food as keeps all that scum away.

These here tremps are too lazy to work, that's

all that's wrong with them., You, dop't want to
go encouraging them. They're scum,*te

The sleeping accommodations for the homeless person

in the British capital deserve to be briefly noted:

First, there is the Embankment., You have to
secure a bench by eight o'clock; it becomes too
cold to sleep after midnight, snd at four of'clock
in the morning the policeman turns you away.
According to London Law & man may sit down for the
night, but he cannot sleep. Then there is the
Two Penny Hangover. The lodgers sit in a long
row on a bench and hang over a rope that is
stretched before them. In the morning a man cuts
this rope and all the down-and-outers fall to the
floor, Then there is the Coffin which costs four
pence a night., The itinerants sleep in wooden
boxes with a tarpaulin for covering., It is cold,
and the worst thing about it are the bugs, which
being enclosed in a box, you cannot escape. Above
the Coffin, the Two Penny Hangover, and the Embank-
ment come the common lodging-houses in London at
the present time.15°

Orwell probed deep into the hearts of men, He
wanted to know what made a man lead a life of a tramp, It
was not always the fault of the individual. For example, a

certain tramp nicknamed Bozo told his story to the author as

follows. He lived in France and was engaged to a French

e 0p,cit., Orwell, Down and Out in Paris snd
London, p.198.

15. Herbert Gormsn, New York Times, (August 6,

1933), P.le
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girl, He had money, but then the girl got killed under the
wheels of an omnibus. Bozo went on a week's drinking spree.
When he returned to work, he fell from a stage forty feet on
to the pasvement and smashed his right foot to a pulp. He
received sixty pounds compensation, He came to Englend,
tried to earn his living decently, but finally settled down
88 a screever,

Some screevers were artists. There was one whose
line was copies of old Masters, He told his story. His
wife and children were starving, One dasy as he was return-
ing home with his drawings, he was trylng to figure out how
to earn a few shillings., In the Strand he saw a screever
kneeling on the pavement drawing, and people gave him
pennies, Then and there he decided to do likewise., He
earned a pound a week and his wife helped by taking in
sewing,.

Perhaps the best man, after all, is the Downrighter
who makes no pretense of selling or singing, end goes in for
straight-forward begging. This men only makes a shilling or
two a day, and his food as extra, But his life is a real
joy to him, because he is a student of humanity, and a great
artist, He eyes his prospective victims as they come along,
as a squirrel selects the sweetest nuts, or a robin chooses
the whitest crumbs, He fits his story to the special case,

and success comes to him time after time., If he begs from
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a young man who has only just left boyhood, he keeps on
calling him "Sir," and the boy eventually surrenders his
last and only penny.

Orwell gave some practical suggestions for allevi-
ating poverty. The werds had & tract of land adjoining 1it.
The men could put in severgl hours of labor in exchange for
their food and lodging. Of course, some would object to the
idea saying that men were allowed only one day at each ward.,
Orwell suggested why not keep them for a week, a month, or
yeer, In that way they would gain their self-respect know-
ing that they earned their food,

As for the lodging he too suggested that the large
rooms be turned into cubicles so that each one could sleep
alone. He contrasted the men in a large dormitory and the
soldiers in a barrack. The latter were healthy specimen
while the former were mostly sick with coughs and other ail-
ments, It was next to impossible to get more than five
hours of sleep at night.

Braybrookelé' made a comparison between Bloy's

Le Desespere and Orwell's Down and Out in Paris and London

and Bloy's La Femme Pauvre and Orwell's "How the Poor Die,"

In La Femme Pauvre Bloy brought out the point that the poor

16. Neville Braybrooke, "Two Poverties,"
Commonweal, Vol.58, (August 1ly, 1953), p.4459.
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do not even own their bodles, As soon as the soul left it,
it was used as a carcass for the profanation of the culture
of human science,
In his essay, "How the Poor Die," Orwell wrote:
This poor old wretch who had just flickered
out like a candle-end was not even important
enough to have anyone watching by his bedside.
He was merely a number, then a 'subject' for the
students! scalpels, Te
Both men wrote from experience; they had both suffered from
such treatment; they had both lived as down and out in Paris,
Yet, although on a purely material plane their attitude to
hospitals from the point of view of non-paying patients was
was the same, their attitude to medicine was different. For
Bloy the death of the poor meant that carcasses were
provided for the "cultures of human sciences,” for Orwell
that corpses were provided for "the students' scalpels.”
Now, in both cases there was indignation at this,
but with Orwell it was more tempered, less fanatical: 1t is
right that medical science should advance as long as it is
not allowed to do so at the expense of humen dignity.
With Bloy it was otherwise, On principle he was

against progress and he tended to think of medical science

17. George Orwell, "How the Poor Die," Shootin
an Elephant, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1950, pp.25-26,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

ATONEMENT 108

in terms of progress., This did not mean that he was lacking
in feeling for his fellow men since, had he so been charged,
he would have been the first to protest most vehemently
against the slander, He had been blind to the fact that
these indignities could only be abolished provided that med-
ical science was permitted to experiment and so advance,

In both extracts one can notise a similarity of
attitude, In the case of Orwell it was less fanatical. So
often with Bloy his cries were like those of someone floun-
dering in the dark; he had the honesty to admit that he was

genuinely perplexed by the problem of life:

Orwell saw as clearly the social evils of
this century as Bloy had seen those of the
Nineteenth Century; both, taking upon them-
selves the robes of prophecy, pointed to where
those evils would lead., They had both known des
spair, but because death was not final for Bloy
but meant life everlasting, he passed through
despair to hope. He might be splenetic, impa-
tient and quick tempered in good faith; if he
was to go to God, rather than go empty-handed,
he preferred to teke with him his spleen, impa-
tience and quick temper so that they might be
employed in ministering to His Will. That was
his way of stripping his soul bare, of becoming
a Pilgrim of the Absolute; since his two-fold
alm was to bear witness to the Truth and to
denounce the Lie - a two-fold aim, ghich, in
another context was also Orwell's.1 .

8.
1 Op.Cit., Braybrooke, p.L4L60,
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That Orwell's account of a Paris hosplital was based
on his experience during the thirties did not invalidate the
argument; rather it emphasized how overdue were such reforms,
how if science had progressed then it had done so at the ex-
pense of human dignity.

Ippolit, one of the characters in Dostoevsky's

The Idiot, can be compared to Orwell in Down and Out in

Paris and London. Ippolit had only four weeks to live, He

was consumptive, In one part he ssaid:

Oh, now I don't care, now I've no time to
be angry, but then, then I repent, I literally
gnawed my pillow at night and tore my quilt with
rage, Oh, how I used to dream then, how I longed
to be turned out into the street at eighteen,
almost without clothing, almost without covering,
to be deserted and utterly alone, without lodging,
without work, without crust of bread, without
relations, without one friend, in a great town,
hungry, beaten, but healthy - and then I would
show them.l9.

The difference in the two being that Dostoevsky's Ippolit
would touch bottom in exchange for health, while Orwell did
it for the sole purpose of explation,

Any reader of Orwell's Down and Out in Paris and

London will alwsays have one question in his subconscious

mind: why did Orwell do 1t? Why did he seek out misery?

19. Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Idiot, New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1951, p.385,
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Why did he embrace poverty instead of Bohemia? One uneni-
mous answer of all his critics, of course, is explation.

He wanted to atone for his five years in Burme as a sub-
divisional officer. Orwell referred to that idea when he

wrote:

When I came home on leave in 1927 I was. al-
ready half determined to throw up my job, and
one sniff of English air decided me, I was not
going back to be a pert of that evil despotism,
But I wanted much more than merely to escape
from my job. For five years I had been part of
an oppressive system, and it had left me with a
bad conscience. Innumerable remembered faces =
faces of prisoners in the dock, of men waiting
in the condemned cells, of subordinates I had
bullied and aged peasants I had snubbed, of
servants and coolies I had hit with my fist in
moments of rage... haunted me intolerably. I
was conscious of an immense weight of guilt
that I had got to expilate.... I felt that I had
got to escape not merely from imperialism but from
every form of man's dominion over man. I wanted
to submerge myself, to get right down among the
oppressed, to be one of them and on thelr side
against thelr tyrants, And, chilefly because I
had had to think everything out in solitude, I
had carried my hatred of oppression to extraor-
dinary lengths. At that time failure seemed
to me to be the only virtue, Every suspicion of
self~advancement, even to 'succeed'! in life to
the extent of making a few hundred a year, seegsd
to me spiritually ugly, a species of bullying.<Ve

In the same chapter Orwell continued in the same mood:

20.

8 Op.Cit.,, Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier
pp0179'l 0.
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What I profoundly wanted, at that time, was
to find some way of getting out of the respect-
sble world altogether, I meditated upon it a
great deal, I even planned parts of it In detall;
how one could sell everything = give everything
away, change one's name and start out with no
money and nothing but the clothes one stood up
in, But in real life nobody ever does that kind
of thing; spart from the relatives and friends
who have to be considered, it is doubtful whether
an educated man could do it if there were any
other eourse open to him, But at least I could
go among these people, see what their lives were
like and feel myself temporarily part of their
world, Once I had been among them and accepted
by them, I should have touched bottom, and - this
is what I felt; I was aware even then that it was
irrgtional - yet part of my guilt would drop from
me,<te

Another reason for his miserable life might have
been unemployment, Those were the depression years, and it
was difficult to get a position especially for one who
returned from a foreign country. Hopkinson thinks that
Orwell could have received a paid employment but he
preferred, "to identify himself with the underdogs of every
given moment and deliberately equate the suffering of his

life with theirs."zz'

We mey agree with Hopkinson on this
point because we know that Orwell eventually borrowed money
from a friend and left Parlis, He also had a sister who

probably would have eided him financially.

2le 1p14., pp.161-82.

22,
Henry Thomas Hopkinson, George Orwell,
New York: Longmans, 1953, p.l6,
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As any other writer he might have done that to
galn experience out of which a book could be written.

It may have been a test, a preliminery trial for a
life dedication., He held the opinion that a writer must be
independent. As he had no private means, it might well be
necessary to endure poverty for long perlods if he was to
retain his independence.

The fact remains that he had tramped the strests
of English cities, starved, slept with thieves and beggars,
end yet neither robbed nor begged. He retained his soul,
wrote an illuminating social document of men damned by
society through no fault of their own.

The second part of this chapter will deal with Or-
well's projection into the masses in normal times, In 1937,

The Road to Wigan Pier was published, It was a result of

Orwell's experience again, this time with the miners in the
North of England., For months he shared the lives of the
most poverty-stricken miners, recording their evil working
conditions, foul housing, wretched pay, and hopeless unem-
ployment, because he felt a moral obligation to learn how
they lived in the only way that he could thoroughly learn,
He described the work of the miners, They were
taken down by an elevator shaft twelve hundred feet below
ground level sometimes at the speed of sixty miles. Once out

of the elevator the tough job of walking to the excavating
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area began. The distance depended upon the location. It
usually was one to five miles away from the elevator shaft.
The problem was that one could not walk upright. The ceil-
ing allowed only four feet, The passage was about eight
feet wide, Orwell being six feet and two and a half inches
tall had a very difficult time walking half bent, sometimes
on all fours, It took him an hour to get to his destination
while the workers performed this in twenty minutes,

Orwell's picture of the mine was that of hell,

Most of the things one imagines in hell were there - heat,
noise, confusion, darkness, foul air, and above all, unbear-
ably cramped space,

The laborers had to work on their knees, Their arm
and stomach muscles played an important part. They shoveled
on the average two tons of coal per hour. Orwell gave a
vivid description of miners at work:

...the fillers look and work as though they

were made of iron. They really do look like

iron - hammered iron statues - under the smooth
coat of coal dust which clings to them from head
to foot... nearly all of them have the most noble
bodies; with shoulders tapering to slender, sup-
ple walsts, sinewy thighs, with not an ounce of
waste flesh anywhere... You can never forget that
spectacle once you have seen it - the line of
bowed, kneeling figures, sooty black all over,

driving their huge shovels under the coal with
stupendous force and speed,®3e

23.
3 Op.Cit., Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier, p.23,
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The mining was done in three operations: cutting,
blasting, and excavating., An electric hand drill wgs used
for cutting the coal., This was usually done in the after-
noon. Then the miner inserted dynamite Into the holes and
stood back twenty-five yards before he pressed the switch,
This was usuelly done at night when no one was around,
Sometimes the blast was too powerful, and the ceiling col-
lapsed, The third part of the work was the excavation or
the loading of the coal into conveyer belts,

According to Orwell's statistics every year one out
of nine hundred miners was killed; one of every six was in=
jured, Some of these Injuries were light; others brought
about permanent disablement.

Accidents were caused by gas explosions, Although
Davy lamps detected gas, yet at times gas accumulated in
crevises and cracks and was difficult to be traced.

The majority of the accidents were due to the
caving of ceilings. Wooden props were used which creaked
before the celling caved in and in this way gave the worker
a fair warning but not all mines had these. Some used iron
girders which collapsed without warning.

The houses of the miners were built back to back
with a twelve by twelve living room on the average and one

or two bedrooms on the upper floor. There were no sanitary
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conditions at home, The places were damp, Windows did not
open. Bugs were plentiful.

Some miners lived in caravans which were one decker
buses or wagons covered with canvas, Orwell described the
caravans as follows:

Inside, these places are usually about five

feet wide by six high and enything from six to

fifteen feet long. Some are inhabited by only

one person, but I did not see eny that held less

than two persons, and some of them contained

large femilies, One, for instance, measuri

fourteen feet long, haed seven people in it,<%e
They had to walk two hundred yards for every bucket of water
they used. In spite of all the inconveniences the rents
were quite high,

New houses head been built by corporations., They
were neat looking, more expensive and the corporations placeq
greater restrictions on those living there, They had to
keep thelr gardens in a set pattern. They were not allowed
to keep pigeons, Before they moved in all their furniture
was fumigated., It was a wise thing, yet it was humiliating,

Then, too, the new sections were not allowed to
have pub houses, To the miners a pub house was equivalent

to a club,

2he  1p14., p.62.
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The industrial towns of the North were ugly because
they heppened to have been built at a time when modern
methods of steel construction were unknown., They go on be-
ing ugly largely because the Northerners have got used to
that kind of thing and do not notice it,

The typical post-war factory is not & gaunt bar-
rack or an awful chaos of blackness and belching chimneys;
it is a glittering white structure of concrete, glass and
steel, surrounded by green lawns and beds of tulips.

As to their remuneration Orwell examined five pay
checks, On the average they represented a weekly wage of
two pounds, fifteen shillings, and two pence, That meant
that one shift aversged nine shillings, and two and a half
pence, These checks represented the wages of miners during
the winter when all mines operated on full time, As spring
advanced the coal trade slacked off, men were laid off,
Others, while not permanently laid off, were technically
cut off one or two days a week. As a result an average
yearly income of a miner in Great Britain was only one
hundred fifteen pounds and six pence,

The wages mentioned sabove were not net wages.
There were certain deductions from the pay such as insur-
ance, lamp rental, sharpening of tools, infirmary, hospital,
benevolent funds and union fees, These aversasged from one

to nine pence and amount to four shillings and five pence
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a week., Against this the workers received allowances on
their coal purchases. The rate was reduced to eight or
nine shillings a ton,

Most of the families of the unemployed got their
coal by thieving., It was a common sight to see the unem-
ployed gather near the colliery and hitch & train from which
they threw down coal to their wives and children who were
below picking it up. The unemployed had an agreement that
the car belonged to the one who hitched it first, As a mat-
ter of form the Company &arrested one or two of the pickers
once in a while., The miners made nothing of it., They all
pitched in to pay his fine, This practice of hitching cars
was very dangerous. One unemployed man lost both of his
legs. Another lost & few of his fingers.,

Orwell also brought out the effects of the Means
Test:

The most cruel and evil effect of the Means

Test is the way in which it breaks up families.
01ld people, sometimes bedridden, are driven out
of their homes by it. An old age pensioner, for
instence, if a widower, would normally live with
one or other of his children; his weekly ten
shillings go towards the household expenses, and
probably he is not badly cared for. Under the
Means Test, however, he counts as a "lodger" and
if he stays at home his children's dole will be
docked. So, perhaps at seventy or seventy=-five
years of age, he has to turn out into lodgings,

handing his pension over to the lodging-house
keeper and existing on the verge of starvation.
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I have seen several cases of this myself., It is
happening all over England at this moment, thenks
to the Means Test.2D.
Working people often have a vague reverence for
learning in others, but where education touches their own
lives they see through it and reject it., 1In his early days
Orwell used to lament over quite imaginary pictures of lads
of fourteen dragged protesting from their lessons and set to
work at dismal jobs., It seemed dreadful to him that the
doom of a job should descend upon enyone st fourteen. Later
he realized that there was not one working-class boy in a
thousand who did not pine for the day when he would leave
school. Orwell said that:
To the working class, the notion of staying
at school till you are nearly grown-up seems
merely contemptible and unmenly. The idea of a
great big boy of eighteen, who ought to be
bringing a pay a week home to his parents,
going to school in a ridiculous uniform and even
being caned for not doing his lessons Just
fancy a working=-class boy of eighteen allowing
himself to be caned. Hg is a man when the
other 1s still a baby.2C.

So far we have seen Orwell's attitude toward the

unemployed in days of inflation, and elso his attitude to-

ward people in normal times but living under abnormal

25+ 1pid., p.79.
26« Tbid., p.148.
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conditions., We will now examine Orwell's impatience with
man because of his inedequacy and irresponsibillty in time
of war,

At the beginning of World War II Orwell was very
much depressed because he was turned down by the medical
board and classified C., Orwell made the following
observation:

What is appalling is the unimaginativeness

of a system which can find no use for a man who
is below the average level of fitness but at
least is not an invalid., An army needs an
immense amount of clericel work, most of which

is done by people who are perfectly healthy and
only half-literate.2l.

In the novel Coming Up for Air the hero, George

Bowling, enlisted in the first World War, was wounded and
sent to a hospital camp. Later there was a demand for sa
young officer with knowledge of the grocery trade, to act as
a secretary to Sir Joseph Cheam, Sir Joseph sent Bowling to
check over the stores at the Twelve Mile Dump on the North
Cornish Coast, When he sasrrived, he dlscovered that the
stores consisted of eleven tins of bully beef, Later a
message ceme from the War Office informing him that he

should take charge of stores until further notice., He wired

27.

7 George Orwell, "Diary," quoted by John Atkins,
in George Orwell, a Literary Study, New York: Frederick
Unger, 1955, p.50.
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that there were no stores at the Twelve Mile Dump., Next
day came the official letter informing him that he wes the
official checker of the Twelve Mile Dump, He remained in
that position from 1917-19.

From time to time he would receive a questionaire
to fill out about the condition of pickaxes, tools, barbed
wire, blankets, groundsheets, first-aid outfits, and tins
of plum and epple jam, Naturally he answered nil for each
item. In London someone was quietly filing the forms, and
sending out more forms and filing those, and so on,

There were two army huts there. One contained a
shelf of books worth reading. This was the first time he
did worth-while reading. He was being paid for something
he enjoyed doing.

In this cheapter on Atonement we have seen Orwell
mingle with the unemployed. We have noticed the physical
and social effects of poverty upon man, We have also
studied Orwell as he associated with the employed miners of
Wigen. 1In the next chapter we shall consider Orwell's

solution to the above mentioned evils,.
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CHAPTER VI

ADVOCACY OF SOCIALISM

Orwell had a solution for the evils of his day.
The anawer was Soclalism, Socialism was one of the passions
of his life. It was not jJust a theory of politics; it was
a feeling for the common people. Soclalism rests upon two
basic principles: first, that human calamities call for
immediate humean aid; second, that such aid must almost
always be collectively organized.

Socialism to Orwell meant common ownership of the
means of production. The State owns everything, and every-
one 1s a State employee. FPeople are not stripped of private
ownership such as clothing and furniture, but it does mean
that all productive goods, such as land, mines, ships and
machinery are the property of the State.

It does not mean that Socialism is superilor to
capitalism, but unlike capitalism it can solve the problem
of production and consumption. In normal times capitalism
cannot consume all that it produces; as a result there is
wasted surplus and unemployment, In war time capitalism has
difficulty in producing all that it needs. The Socialist

State simply calculates what goods will be needed and does
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its best to produce them., Money becomes a ration-ticket
issued in sufficient quantities to buy up such consumption
goods as may be avallsble at the moment.

It is interesting to note the difference between
Communism and Socislism, Modern Socialism to a consliderable
degree is based, like Communism, on the theories of Marx and
Engels, but socialistic parties reject most Marxist tenets,
such as the use of force and the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, In some countries the influence of Marxist theory
on present-dsy sociallist programs is negligible., Soclalists
universally disclaim all form of dictatorship and work for
socialistic aims through constitutionsal processes. They
advocate free elections and varying degrees of private enter-
prise, but favor state ownership of a country's basic re-
sources and state control of major public services and pro-
ductive facilities.

Wherever Communists are in control, they permit
only one party (their own) or pseudo-perties or groups they
nominate, to offer candidates for election. At the polls
there is a single list of candidates, all of whom must be
endorsed or selected by the Communist Party. The Communists
gseek to keep themselves in power by force; the Soclalists
do not,

There is & vast difference between Soclalism and

Fascism, Socislism aims at a world of free and equal human
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beings. It takes the equality of human rights for granted.

On the other hand:

The driving force behind the Nazil movement
is the belief in human inequality, the superior-
ity of Germans to all other races, the right of
Germany to rule the world., Outside the German
Reich i1t does not recognlze any obligations,
Eminent Nazi professors have f'proved' over and
over again that only Nordic men is fully human...
Therefore, while a species of war-Socialism
exists within the German state, its attitude to-
wards conquered nations is frankly that of an
exploiter, The function of Czechs, Poles, French,
etc.,, is simply to produce such goods as Germany
may need, and get in return just as little as
will keep them from open rebellion., If we are
conquered, our job will probably be to manufac-
ture wespons for Hi{ler's forthcoming wars with
Russia and America.**

The Nazi's alm was to set up a ceste system con-
sisting of four castes corresponding te the Hindu religion.
In India the Brahmens, who studied and interpreted the Veds,
were looked up to by the rest of the people and thereby be-
ceme the highest class, Below them in order were the nobles
(warriors), the farmers, end the serfs., The castes were
hereditary. A son belonged to the same caste as his father
and followed his father's occupation. One who has been ex-
pelled from his caste, or one who had no caste by birth was

known as a pariah, He was in a hopeless and pitiable

George Orwell, The Lion and the Unicorn,
London: Secker and Warburg, 1941, pp.63=64.
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condition. There were at one time sixty million perishs in
Indie,

A person may not rise into a higher caste than the
one into which he was born, Their belief is that anyone
born into s lower caste, or an untouchable, is being punished
for the sins committed in his past life, If such a person
is cealmly resigned to his fate and lives rightly, he will be
elevated in caste in his next life. (They believe in the
transmigration of souls, that is, when a person dies his
soul enters the body of a newborn child or even the body of
an animal). This resignation to fate tends to make the mem-
bers of the lower castes snd the untouchables submissive to
the terrible economic and social conditions under which they
live. The machine age, however, is tending to undermine the
caste system, In factories, or trains, in commercial esteb-
lishments, schools, universities, and political parties,
persons belonging to different castes are thrown together
more than formerly.

The four castes in Germany which corresponded to
the above mentioned Hindu castes were first, the Nazil party
at the top; second, the mass of German people; third, the
conquered Europesn populations; and fourth, the colered
people.

British capltalism wes unequal to the strein of

preparing for war. In order to prepasre for war on the
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modern scale the greater part of the national income has to
be diverted to armaments which mesns cutting down on the
consumption goods.

A bombing plane is equivelent in price to fifty
small motor cars, or eighty thouseand palrs of silk stockings,
or a million loaves of bread., One cannot have many bombing
planes without lowering the national standsrd of life, It
is guns or butter, In England the transition could not be
made, The rich would not face the necessary taxetion, and
while the rich ere stlll visibly rich it is not possible to
tax the poor very heavily elither. So long &s profit was the
main object the manufsascturer had no incentive to change over
from consumption goods to armements. Orwell noted the sad
state of affairs when:

at the end of August, 193G, the British dealers
were tumbling over one another in thelr eagerness
to sell Germany tin, rubber, copper snd shellac
end this in the clear, certaln knowledge that war
wes going to bresk out in a week or two, It was

sbout as sensible as selling somebody a razor to

cut your throat with., But it was 'good business,'2e

Eight months after the outbreak of World War II
England discovered that, so far as equipment went, the
British army was barely beyond the standard of 1918, The

soldiers were fighting their way desperately to the coast,

2e  Tbid., p.6b.
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with one aeroplsne against three, with rifles ageinst tanks,
with bayonets ageinst tommy-guns. There were not even
enough revolvers te supply all the offlicers. After a yesr
of war the regular srmy was still short of three hundred
thoussend tin hats. There had even been a shortage of

uniforms.
How can the change in government be brought about?

Orwell answered the question with:

It 1s only by revolution that the native
genius of the English people can be set free.,
Revolution does not mean red flags end street
fighting, it means a fundsmental shift of
power, Whether it happens with or without
bloodshed is largely an acclident of time and
Place, Nor does it mean the dlctatorship of
a single class.

What i1s wanted 1s a conscious open revolt
by ordinary people ageinst inefficlency, class
privilege and the rule of the old., It is not
primarily a question of change of government.
British governments do, broadly speaking,
represent the will of the people, and if we
slter one structure from below we shall get
the government we need, Ambassadors, generals,
official and colonial administrators who are
senile or pro-Fascist are more dangerous than
Cabinet ministers whose follies have to be
committed in public. Right through our national
life we have got to fight against privilege,
against the notion thet a half-witted publiec-
schoolboy is better fitted for command than an
intelligent mechanlic. Although there are gifted
and honest indlviduals smong them, England has
got to break the grip of the monied class a&s &
whole. Englend has got to assume its real shape.3

3 Ibid., pp.74-76.
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Orwell pointed out that the reason why the Spanish Republic
was able to hold out for two end a half years in spite of all
odds was that there were no gross contrasts of wealth, The
people suffered horribly, but they all suffered alike., When
the private soldier had no cigarette, the general did not
have one either,

Orwell suggested the following six point program
for England., The first three points deal with Englend's
internal policy, and the other three with the Empire and the
world.

I. Nationelization of land, mines, rail-
ways, banks and major industries,

II, Limitation of incomes, on such a scale
that the highest tax-free income in Britain does
not exceed the lowest by more than ten to one,

III. Reform of the educational system along

democreatic lines,
IV. Immediate Dominion status for Indisa,
with power to secede when the war is over,
V. Formation of an Imperlal General Council,
in which the coloured peoples are to be represented.,
VI. Declaration of formal alliance with China,
Abyssinlia and all other victims of the Fascist
powers,4.

Taking the first point under considerstion, nation-
alization would mean that the ownership of all major indus-
try would be formally vested in the State, representing the

common people, It then becomes possible to eliminate the

L. Ibid., pp.99-100.
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class of mere owners who live not by virtue of anything they
produce but by the possession of title deeds and share cer-
tificates. State ownership implies that nobody shall live
without working.

This sudden change cannot be brought about immedi-
ately. The majority of industrial coneerns will continue
with much the ssme personnel as before, the one-time owners
or managing directors carrying on with their jobs as State
employees. Many of the smaller caplitalists would welcome
some such arrangement. The resistance will come from the
capitalists, the bankers, the landlords and the idle rich,
the class with over two thousand pounds a year,

Nationalization of agricultural land implies cut-
ting out the landlord and the tithe drawer, but not neces-
sarily interfering with the farmer. The farmer will
continue as a salaried manager. He is virtually that al-
ready, with the added disadvantege of having to make a
profit and being permanently in debt to the bank,

With trading and even the small scale ownership of
land, the State will not interfere at all, Orwell said:

It would be a great mistake to start by vic-
timizing the smallholder class, These people are
necessary, on the whole they are competent, and
the amount of work they do depends on the feeling
that they are thelr own masters. DBut the State
will impose an upward 1limit to the ownership of

land (fifteen acres at the very most), and will
not permit any ownership of land in the town ares,
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From the moment that all productive goods have
been declared the property of the State, the com-
mon people will feel that the State 1s themselves.
They will be ready then to endure the sacrifices
that are ghead of us, war or no war, And even 1f
the face of Englend hardly seems to chenge, on the
day that the mein industries are formally national-
ized the dominance of a single claess will have been
broken., The emphesis will then be shifted from
owners?ip to management, from privilege to compe-
tence,- .

It is quite possible thet State ownership will in
itself bring asbout less soclal change than will be forced
upon the people by the common hardships of war, But 1t is
the necessary first step without which any resl reconstruc-
tion is impossible,

The second peint under consideration is the limite-
tion of incomes, It implies the fixing of a minimum wage,
which in turn implies a managed internal currency based
simply on the amount of consumption goods available.

It is not feasible that all human beings should
have exactly equal incomes, It has been shown over and over
again thet without some kind of money reward there is no
incentive to undertake certein jobs., On the other hand the
money rewards need not be very large, In practice it is
impossible that earnings should be limited quite as rigidly

88 suggested,

S. Ibid., pp.101-102.
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But there is no resson why ten to one should not be
the maximum normal variation and within those limits some
sense of equality 1s possible. In his pamphlet, The Lion

and the Unicern, Orwell brought out the fact that:

A man wlth three pounds a week and a man with
fifteen hundred pounds a year cen feel themselves
fellow creatures, which the Duke of Westminster 6
and the sleepers on the embankment benches cennot.”*

In regard to the reform in the educational system
Orwell had a few suggestions to offer, He believed that the
state-alded pupils should be accepted, and only pupils of
ability should be registered.

He accused the present educational public system

of tralning 1ts pupils in class prejudice:

When I was fourteen or fifteen I was an odious
little snob, but no worse than other boys of my own
sge and class, I suppose there 1s no place in the
world where snobbery is quite so ever-present or
where it 1s cultivated in such refined and subtle
forms as in an English publlc school, Here at least
one cannot say that English 'education' fails to do
ita job. You forget your Letin and Greek within a
few months of leaving school - I studied Greek for
eight or ten years, and now, at thirty-three, I
cannot even repeat the Greek alphabet « but your
snobbishness, unless you persistently root it out
like the bindweed it is, sticks by you till your
grave, e

6. Ibid., p.1l03,

Te George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier, London:
Uictor Gollancz 1td., 1937, pP.169.
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Then, again, in his essay, "Such, Such Were the Joys,"
Orwell wrote that there were two levels of treatment, depend-

ing on the income and background of the boy:

Sim elways gave these boys their titles when
mentioning them to a third person, and for their
first few days he actually saddressed them to
their face as 'Lord So-and-So!., Needless to say
he found ways of drawing attention to them when
eny visitor was being shown round the school,

The rich boys had milk and biscults in the
middle of the morning, they were given riding
lessons once or twice & week. Bingo mothered
them and called them by their Christian names,
and above all they were never caned, Apart from
the South Americsans, whose parents were safely
distant, I doubt whether Sim ever caned any boy
whose father's 1nco§o weas much above two thou-
sand pounds a year.-°

Orwell had no use for the private schools., He
suggested that all should be suppressed. Their educationsal
level was lower than that of the elementary school. They
existed only because the prevalent oplnion was that it was
disgraceful to be educated in & public school., He felt that
the State should quell this idea by declaring itself respon-
ible for ell sducation,

His antagonism for private schools dates back to

his own schooldays at Crossgates which he so well described

in the essay, "Such, Such Were the Joys." The interest and

8. George Orwell, "Such, Such Were the Joys," in
Such, Such Were the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1953,
Pol9o
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value of this sketch lie not in any iInfluence it might have
in correcting the condition described, for it is assumed
that they have long since been corrected; nor in merely
depicting for the record a fantastic and outmoded type of
educational procedure, for that story has been well teold
meny times; but rather in the fresh analysis in the working
of a boy's mind in response to that situation. A large part
of the eésay is a catalogue of faults imputed to the prepar-
story school which Orwell attended,

His first objection was te corporal punishment,
Upon receiving his first beating he boasted that it did not
hurt. He was called a second time and beaten with a riding
crop till he cried and till the crop was broken over hin,
Even then he ssld he cried more from remorse than from peain,
Orwell objected te corporal punishment not because it gave
pain, but because it gave pleasure to the master,

The peculiarity of Orwell's position at Crossgates
was that he wes of poorer psarents than the majorlity of the
other boys. He was taken in by the master, Mr., Simpson, in
order that he might give the school an advertisement by win-
ning a scholarship.

The curriculum was designed for this one and only
purpose. At eight years of age the boys studied Latin; at
ten they took up Greek. They did not read the book from
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cover to cover but merely certain passages were pointed out
to them as probable trenslation which would sppear in the
scholarship quiz.

Each year the school competed for the Harrow
History prize, In preparation for this contest the boys'
minds were crammed with dates and nsmes without any associe-
tion of the facts. They relied to a certain extent on mne-
monic devices, The initial letters of, "A black Negress
was my aunt; there's her house behlind the barn,"g' are the
initial letters in the War of the Roses,

The squsalor and neglect of the pupils at Cross-
gates can best be expressed ln three words: overcrowded,
underfed, and underwashed, The boys were repeatedly told
at Crossgates that it was healthy to get up from a meal
feeling as hungry as when they sat down., The food was abom-
ineble, and the dishes and utensils were not sanitary. The
boys were supposed te take a plunge bath each morning, but
a nine year o0ld boy will not teke & bath unless there is
someone to check on him, Many of the boys went unwashed
for days. Orwell once related that the first thing he
noticed about a new boy who entered school was his pearly
white teeth, At the end of the term his teeth were an

extraordinary shade of green,

9+ 1pid., p.2l.
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When Orwell was twelve years old a terrible row
occurred at Crossgates, Boys were questioned, flogged, and
expelled from school. The school accepted boys from South
America. These boys matured earlier than the English boys.
It leaked out that the boys practiced homosexuality. They
were called in a group, lectured on the beauty of thelr
body, and about the body being the temple which they had
desecrated. Now, Orwell was not aware of what was going on,
but whatever i1t was he felt gullty just the same, The inci-
dent showed that the directors were not capable of handling
a sltuation of this nature., The steps they had taken tended
to have a derogatory psychological effect upon the boys.

There was a great deal of snobbishness, The boys
would question each other with, What is your family's
income? Do you own a car? Do you have a butler? Who makes
your clothes? How much money did you bring with yourself?
That was the pattern of socisal 1life:

School l1life was a continuous triumph of the

strong over the wesk, Viprtue consisting in win-
ning: it consisted in being bigger, stronger,
hendsomer, richer, more popular, more elegent,
more unscrupulous than other people in dominating
them, bullying them, making them suffer pain,
meking them look foolish, getting the better of

them in every way. Life was hiersrchicel and
whatever heppened was right, There were the
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strong, who deserved to win and always did win,
and there were the week, who deservig to lose
and always did lose, everlastingly.">°

Very little is known about Orwell's stay at Eton,

In one of his articles in The Observer he paid tribute to

the spirit of Eton which had allowed him sufficlient freedom

to develop his critical sense:

It hes one great virtue and that is a toler-
ant and civilised atmosphere which gives each boy
a fair chance of developing his own individuality.
The reason is perhaps that, being a very rich
school, it can afford a large staff, which means
that the masters are not overworked; and also that
Eton partly escaped the reforms of public schools
set on foot by Dr. Arnold and retained certain
characteristics belonging to the eighteenth century
end even to the Middle Ages. At any rate, whatever
i1ts future historX1 some of its traditions deserve
to be remembered.,~**

In A Clergyman's Daughter Orwell presented to us

an educational system no better than the one at Crossgates.
Dorothy, the main character in the novel, left her father,
a clergyman, because he demanded an unusual amount of work
from her., She lost her memory, joined a hop-picking crew,
end later joined the down and outers of Trafalger Square,

Finally when she was rescued by her cousin, a solicitor was

10 1pi4., p.so0.

11. George Orwell, "Forever Eton," The Observer,
(August, 19)4-8), p030

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA ECOLE DES GRADUES

ADVOCACY OF SOCIALISM 136

asked what jobs were open to a totally unqualified girl, he
gave an unhesitaeting advice for teaching, Dorothy got a
position in Mrs, Creevy's school which was nothing else but
a money-making concern, Mrs, Creevy instructed Dorothy:
After all the fees are what matter aren't they?
As for all this stuff ebout developing the child-
ren's minds as you call it, it's neither here nor
there, It's the fees I'm after, not developing
the children's minds, After all it's no more than
common sense, It's not to be supposed as anyone'd
go to all the trouble of keeping school and having
the house turned upside down by a pack of brats,
if it wesn't that there's a bit of money to be
made out of it The fees come first, and every-
thing else comes afterwards,

Mrs, Creever then showed Dorothy three different
lists of puplls, The first list consisted of what she
called good payers, Dorothy was not to punish any of these
children under any circumstences, The second list consisted
of medium payers., Those she could punish, but she must be
careful not to leave any merks, Mrs, Creevy advocated the
twiast of the ear becsuse it was painful and yet did not
leave & mark, The third 1list consisted of three pupils who
were bad payers, These Dorothy might trest as she wished

short of a police court case,

12. George Orwell, A man's Daughter, quoted
by Christopher Hollis in A Study of george Orvell, Chicago:
H. Regnery Co., 1956, p.63,
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The pupils learned next to nothing, Their whole
time was given to handwriting and srithmetic. Those were
the only two subjects which the parents appreciated. When
Dorothy tried to make class interesting by teaching the
children Macbeth, the parents objected to the passage where
Macduff is described as not being born of woman and de-
nounced it as indecent. A meeting was called and Mr. Payn-
der presented the parents' point of vliew:

To my mind it's a disgrace that school-books

can be printed with such words in them., I'm sure
if eny of us had ever known that Shakespesare was
that kind of stuff we'd have put our foot down at
the start., It surprises me, I must say. Only

the other morning I was reading a piece in my News
Chronicle about Shakespeare being the father of
English Literature; well, if that's Litertgura
let's have a bit less Literature, say I! .

Dorothy lost her position at the end of the term.
Mrs, Creevy made a nefarious deal with another school~
mistress who had stolen a few pupils from a rival school
and transferred them to Mrs, Creevy.

The second part of Orwell's program dealt with an
immediate dominion status for India. Orwell wrote the six
point program in 1941, Since then India received its
independence, In the spring of 1946, the British govern-

ment offered the Indians & plan for & unified, independent

13+ 1pia., p.288.
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India, It called for a central government to control defens%
foreign affairs, and communications, and for strong regional
governments to control economic snd social developments. To
establish this central government the plan called for the
viceroy to set up an all-Indien cabinet and for an assembly,
representing the provincial assemblies and the princes, to
draw up a permanent constitution, Gandhi accepted the plan.
The Mohammedans who desired a separate independent state
(Pakistan), led by Mohammed All Jinnah, hesitated. In July,
1946, they agreed to accept it, but Jinnah ennounced his
determination to work for strong local governments to pro-
tect the rights of the Mohammedans. They later wlithdrew
thelr acceptance and great public disorder followed as Hin-
dus and Mohammedans fought each other.

On February 20, 1947, Prime Minister Attlee an-
nounced the intention of the British government to transfer
power to responsible Indisn hands not later than June, 1948,
The announcement was followed by positive action when the
Indian Independent Act recelved Royal Assent on July 18.
This Act which took effect on August 15, provided for a
complete revision of the government of India. The King of
England ceased to be called Emperor of India.

British India was divided into two dominions,
Indie (Hindu) snd Pekistan (Moslem). Provision was made for

constituent assemblies in each dominion to draw up
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constitutions, Each was later to decide whether it desired
complete independence or membership in the British Common-
wealth of Nations,.

Boundary Commissions were to determine the limits
of each dominion and public properties and debts were to be
divided between them by decision of courts, The native
states were given the right to choose between independence
and joining one or the other of the dominions. All the
treaties between them and Great Britain were ended by the
Act.

On August 1L, Lord Mountbatten formally surren-
dered British rights and the following day the new dominions
were launched., This act was followed by terrible riots bhe-
tween fanatical Hindus and Moslems even in Delhi itself, On
January 30, 1948, Gandhi was murdered by a fanatical Hindu.

The problem of Indian unity snd independence was
complicated not only by the religious difficulties, but alse
by the social and economic conditions of the country. About
ninety per cent of the people are illiterate and earn less
than twenty dollars & year. Most of them are peasants.,

They have little interest in who governs them or how they
are governed,

In summary, Orwell indicated in a general way what

the Socialist policy would be like:
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It will not be doctrinalre, It will abolish
the House of Lords, but qulte probebly will not
abolish the Monarchy.... It will not set up any
expliclt cless dictatorship, It will group it-
self round the old Labour Party snd 1ts mass
following will be in the Trade Unions, but it
will draw into it most of the middle class and
many of the younger sons of the bourgeoisie,
Mest of its directing brains will come from the
new indeterminate clsss of skilled workers, tech-
nical experts, s&irmen, scientists, architects and
journalists, the people who feel at home 1n the
radio and ferro-concrete age, But it will never
lose touch with the tradition of compromise and
the belief in a law that 1s above the State, It
will shoot traitors, but it will give them a sol-
emn triasl beforehand, and occasionally it will
acquit them. It will crush any open revolt
promptly end cruelly, but 1t will interfere very
little with the spoken and written word, Polit-
ical parties with different names will still
exist, revolutionary sects will still be pub~
lishing their newspapers and maeking as little
impression as ever, It will disestsblish the
Church, but it will not persecute religion,

It will have nationalized industry, scaled
down incomes, set up & classless educational
system.... It will aim not at disintegrating the
Empire but at turning it into a federsestion of
Soclalist states, freed not so much from the
British fleg as from the monseylenders, the
dividend-drawer and the wooded-headed British
officiel.... It will fight in such a way that
even 1f 1t is beaten 1ts memory will be danger-
ous to the victor., The dictators will fear it
as they could not fear the existing British
regime, even if iiﬁ military strength were ten
times what it 1s, %

Although Orwell felt that Soclalism would solve
the problems both in peace end war time, yet he found fault
with the Soclallsts, Hls complaints can be numbered:

1h. Op.Cit., Orwell, The Lion and the Unicorn, pp.l1ll12
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First, people differ in their habits as the
result of upbringing... Socialists do their cause
great harm by insistent and insincere demands
that everyone should behave exactly alike.
Secondly, @ll too many Socisllsts are cranks and
tie up Socialism with sbsurd and unattractive
causes which are in no way connected with it.
Thirdly, Socialist planners often have no love
for the working man; what they like is tidiness
and order, snd in the name of Soclialists 'we,
the clever ones! intend to lmpose this tidiness
on 'them, the lower classes,' whether they want 1t
or not, by violence if necessary. Fourthly, not
content with accepting the fact of industrialism...
the Socialist is all too often blind to the
dangers of industrielism and recommends Socialism
on the ground that it wii% bring a more rapid end
total industrialization,*”e

Orwell thought that there was & certain amount of
insincerity in the Soclalists of his day. They denounced
imperialism gnd privilege, yet England owes 1ts high stan-
dard of living to imperielism. The Socialists would rant
against imperiallism, yet they had no intention of abandoning
their standard of living,.

The "cranks" that Orwell disliked were the vege-
tarians, teetotallers, and birth-controllers, Against the
last mentioned he really raved., It was soclety's business
to provide housing so that people could have normel femilies,
and not the famillies' business to limit their number to fit
into the houses,

The Soclalists were blind to the dangers of

15« op.Cit., Hollls, p.80.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES



UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

ADVOCACY OF SOCIALISM 2

industrislization. One of these dangers was inequality.

The simplest seolution was to have widely distributed proper-
ty of roughly equal shares, so0 that everybody had something
and nobody had much more than his neighbor., This same
process was applicable to the ggricultural group.

The second evil that Orwell noticed was that feor
generations the English population has been crowded inte
towns, worked in factories, and created an economy where
they can only live by exchanging their menufactured goods
for the food of other nations. Hence, l1ndustrlialism is
inevitsble.

In the foregoing chapter we have seen a soclety
in time of inflation confronted with the two poverties of
bunger and sickness. We have also examined Orwell's solu-
tion to the problem. Whether it works or not is for poster-
ity to decide.
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CHAPTER VII
PATRIOTISM

Patriotism might be defined as love of and
devotion te one's country; the spirit that originating in
love of country, prompts to obedience to its laws, to the
support and defense of 1ts exlstence, rights, and institu-
tions, and to the promotion of its welfare,

Orwell loved England. He hated to see Englend
humiliated or humiliating anyone else, He wanted to see
England win the war but he hoped post-war England would not
be stained by the class distinctions and imperialist
explolitations that had existed before the war.

In one of his essays, "Englend Your Englaend," and

in a pamphlet entitled The English People, Orwell gave us

the cheracteristics of the English people, This final chap-
ter will desl with those charscteristics, the moral and
politicel outlook of the English people, the English class
system, the English langusge and the future of England.

In certoons in Continental papers England 1s
personified by sn aristocrat with a monocle, a sinister
capitalist in a top hat, or a spinster in a Burberry. All

the generalizations that are made about Englend are based
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on the property-owning class and lgnore the other forty-five
millien.

Chances of war brought to Englend soldiers, refu-
gees and thoussnds of foreigners and forced them into inti-
mate contact with ordinery people. These forelign observers
found the sallent cheracteristics of the English common
people to be artistic insensibility, gentleness, respect
for legality, sentimentality sbout animels and an obsession
with sport.

As for the artistic insensibility, stretches of
besutiful countryside sre ruined by planless building.,

Heavy industries convert whole countles into blackened
deserts., Ancient monuments are pulled dewn. Attractive
views are blocked by hideous statues, Music is the only art
which has universal appeal. Poetry, the art in which above
81l others Englend has excelled, has for more than a century
hed no appesal whatever for the common people., The word
poetry arouses embarrassment in ninety-eight people out of

& hundred.

The most marked characteristic of the English
people is thelr gentleness, They are ready to awalt their
turn in line. The blind can always count on being led to
snd from the bus, and across the street, Their busdrivers

are good-tempered, Their policemen carry no revolvers,
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The English people have respect for the law,
During the war the officers were trying to prevent the
people from using the tube stations as shelters. The people
did not react violently. They just paid their fare, and no
one could do them harm, because as passengers they had &

full right to be there., They do not feel that only the

rich can win a case:

Everyone takes it for granted that the law,
such as it 1s, will be respected, and feels a
sense of outrage when it is not., Remarks like
'they can't run me in; I haven't done anything
wrong,' or 'They can't do that; i1t's against the
law,' are part of the atmosphere of England....
Everyone believes 1n his heart that the law can
be, ought to be, and, on the whole, will be im-
partially administered. The totalitarlan idea
that there 18 no such thing as law, there 1s
only power, has never taken root,

The people feel that their judge will not
take a bribe, He abides by the book., He is one
of the symbolic figures of England even if he is
clothed, 'in scarlet robe and horsehair wig,
whom nothing short of dynsmite will ever teach
what century he is living in,...'**

The dogs' cemeteries in Kensington Gardens are
the most degrading spots. They adjoin the churchyard where
Gray wrote his famous elegy. They have animal hospitals

with miniature cat stretchers., During war time they even

celebrated an Animal Day in the midst of the evacuation

1. George Orwell, "England Your Englend," in
Such, Such Were the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1953,
pp. 209-210,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .- ECOLE DES GRADUES

PATRIOTISM 146

at Dunkirk., "Although its worst follies are committed by
the upperclass women, the animal cult runs right through the
nation and is probably bound up with the decay of agricul-
ture and the dwindled birthrate."2*
The English themselves are not outstandingly good
at all games, but they enjoey playlng them, During the war
years the football game did more then any other one thing to
make life bearable for the unemployed. Professional foot-
ball players, boxers, jockeys and even cricketers enjoy a
popularity that no sclentist or artist could hope to rival,
The moral outlook of the English people in regard
to religion can be summed up in Orwell's words: "For perhaps
a hundred and fifty years, organized religlion, or consclous
religious belief of any kind, has had very little hold on

the mass of English People.">*

About ten per cent of them
go to church and then only to be married or buried. Chris-
tianity to them means unselfishness and love of nelighbor.
Some of them pessess an intermittent belief in life after
death, Within the last gemeration Bible-reading which used
to be traditionel in England has lapsed, Young people do

not know the Bible stories even as stories,

2. George Orwell, The English People, London:
Collins » 19L|-7 s Do 10.

3¢ Tbid., pell.
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The whole nation would unite against gangsterism,
kidnapping and open shooting in the street. On the other
hand England tolerates cruel and out-of-date punishments
such as flogging:

Our criminal law 1s as out of date as the
muskets in the Tower.... In Englend until
recently people were still hanged by the neck
and flogged with the cat o'nine tails, Both
of these punishments are obscene as well as
cruel, but there has never been any genuinely
popular outery sgeinst them. People accept them
almost as they eccept the weather., They are parﬁ
of the 'law' which l1s assumed to be unalterable.,™*

Military punishments are not teken for granted in England
88 they are in most countries:
Public opinion 1s almost certalnly opposed
to the death penalty for cowardice and desertion,
though there 1s no strong feeling esgainst hanging
murderers, In generel the English attitude to
erime 18 ignorent and old-fashioned, and humane
treatmgnt even of child offenders is & recent
thing.”*
The practical disappearance of drunkenness as an
English vice has not been due to the aenti-drink fenatics,
but to competing emusements, education, the improvement in

industrial conditions, and the expensiveness of drink it-

self, The pub, one of the basic institutlions of English

4.
5.

Op+Cit., Orwell, "England Your Englend," p.208

0

OF OTTAWA sC ADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

PATRIOTISM 8

life, carries on in spite of the harassing tactlics of local
authorities, Most forms of gambling are illegal according
to the letter of the law, but they all happen on an enor-
mous scale,

The political views of the English people can be
gathered from numerous examples of past history, In wer
time England took sides with the weaker nations. In the
Americen Civil War they sided with the North because that
slide stood for the abolitlion of slavery. No one expected
the Greeks to win the war of 1939-45, yet the British troops
in co-operation with the Greek underground forces pursued
the fleeing Germans northwerd until by the middle of
November, 194l;, all Germen forces had been driven from
Greece, British mass sentiment was for the Abyssinians
agalnst the Italians, and for the Spanish Republicans
against Franco, It was friendly to Germany during the
period when Germany was weak and disarmed.

The feeling that one ought alweys to side with
the weaker party probably derives from the balance-~of-power
policy which Britain hes followed from the eighteenth
century onwards,

The freedom of the British press is theoretical
rather than actual, Orwell said, "The centralised ownership
of the press means in practice that unpopular opinions can

only be printed in books or newspepers with a small
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circulation."é‘ For the last twenty years the British
people were not awere of the different hamperings with the
press, therefore there has been no public protest.

In Gollancz's book, in the editor's Foreword there
is an exchange of letters between Victor Gollancz and Hew-
1litt Johnson, dean of Canterbury. Johnson in his letter
dated January 29, 1941, mentioned England fighting a double
front ageinst Hitler and,

such Fascist tendencles as Mr., Duff Cooper's
attempted suppression of the press last June,

or Mr, Morrison's achlieved suppression of the
"Week'! and 'Deily Worker'! at the present mo-
ment, without any process of law, thereby
violeting a fundamental charter of our liberty.
The value of criticism was shown in the success=-
ful replacement of Mr,_Chamberlain by Mr, Church-
111 as Prime Minister,(e

On the other hsand, freedom of speech is vital to
the English people, They not only voice thelr opinions
freely but also allow others to voice their objections., In

general,

the English people are not good haters, their
memory 18 very short, their patriotism 1s
largely unconscious, they have no love of
military glory and not much admirstion for

6. Ibid., p.18.

Te Victor Gollancz, The Betrayal of the Left,
London: Victer Gollancz ltd., 1941, p.vi.
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great men. They have the virtues and the vices
of an old-fashioned people. To Twentieth Centu-
ry political theories they oppose not another
theory ef their own, but a moral qualéty which
must be veguely described as decency. *

The English people are more inclined to individual
loyelty then to a political party. They focus their atten-
tion on individuals like Chamberlain, Churchill, Cripps,
Beveridge, and Bevin,

During the war years, owing to the failure to
renew the registers, the young had no votes (At one time no
one under twenty-nine had a vote), and did not seem much
troubled by the fatt,

The Conservative and the Labour Parties broadly
represent the main interests of the nation., For the last
twenty years they have resembled each other more and more.
The blurring of party distinctions 1s happening because the
drift is toward a planned economy, and partly because in an
age of power politics national survival 1s felt to be more
important than class warfare,

There are ebout a halfl dozen minor political
parties of which Communism is the strongest, But even the
number of the members of the Communist Party fluctuates

according to Russia's forelgn policy. The numbers are up

8. op.cit., Orwell, The English People, p.20.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

PATRIOTISM 151

when the Russian foreign policy 1s on good terms with
Englend, Then the British Communists follow a "moderate"
line which hardly distinguishes them from the Labour Party.
When the Russian policy diverges, the drop in the British
Communists is immedlately noticeable, and the members then
revert to a "revolutionary" line. Orwell in his essay,

"Inside the Whale," said:

Every time Stalin swaps partners, 'Marxism!
has to be hammered into & new shape. This en-
talls sudden end violent changes of 'line,'’
purges, denunclations, systematic destruction
of party literature, etc. etc. Every Communist
is in fact liable at any moment to have to alter
his most fundamentael convictions, or le ave the
party. The unquestionable dogma of Monday may
become the damnable heresy of Tuesday, and so
on. This has happened at least three times
during the past ten years., It follows that in
any Western country a Communist Party 1s always
unstable and usually very small, Its long-term
membershlp really consists of an inner ring of
intellectuals who have identified with the Rus-
8lan bureaucracy, and a slightly larger body of
working-class people who feel a loyalty towards
Sovliet Russia without necessarily understanding
its policies, Otherwise there is only a shift-
ing membership, one lot comisg eand another going
with each change of 'line.' 7°

Meny of the English people would not be able to
give a satisfactory definition for such terms as Cepitalism,

Fascism, Trotskylsm, Communism, Socialism, Anarchism; yet

9. George Orwell, "Inside the Whale," in Such,
Such Were the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1953, p.1i0l.
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they all understand the abstract term Democracy. They feel
that they live in a democratic country, but not in the

literary sense of the word:

If democracy means either popular rule or
social equality, 1t is clear that Britaln is
not democratic, It is, however, democratic in
the secondary sense which had attached 1tself
to that word since the rise of Hitler, To be-
gin with, minorities have some power of making
themselves heeard.,... Public opinlion cannot be
disregarded when 1t chooses to express itself.
It may have to work in indirect ways, by strikes,
demonstrations and letters to the newspapers,
but it can and visibly does affect government
pollcy. A British government may be unjust,
but it cannot be quite arbitrery. It cannot do
the kind of thing that a totallitarian govern-
ment does as a matter of fact,l0.

Orwell gave an example of the Germens attacking
without a propeganda build-up beforehand, The English

government would not do & thing like that:

English political thinking is much governed
by the word 'they.' !'They' are the higher-ups,
the mysterlous powers who do things to you
against your will, But there i1s a widespread
feeling that 'they' though tyrannical, are not
omnipotent. 'They'! will respond to pressure if
you teke the trouble to apply 1t: 'they! are
even removable, And with all their political
ignorance the English people will often show
surprising sensitiveness when some smell incident
seems to show that 'they' aere overstepping the

10. Op.Cit., Orwell, The English People, p.2l4.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

PATRIOTISM 153

mark, Hence, in the midst of seeming apathy,
the sudden fuss every now and then over a
rigged by-election oila too~-Cromwellian hen-
dling of Parliement,*"*

The war had leveled the class distinction to
some extent, Physlically the upper classes are a few inches
taller, They can be easily spotted by their clothes, man-
ners, and general appearance., The main distinction can be
found in the language and accent. Wealth and poverty are
nuch more taken for grented than in eny other country., In
1940, it had been proven that British national solidarity
was greater than class antagonism, but as soon as the danger
of war was over class distinction reappeared,

Class consciousness is fostered at home. Orwell
became aware of it at the ege of six, Up to that time he
prlayed with the laborers'! children, Thelr fathers did such
interesting work as fishing, farming, bricklaying and being
blacksmliths, They would sometimes cetch en ewe and milk it
in order to give him & drink., The builders would allow him
to play with the mortar, With the plumber's children he
used to go birdnesting. In time he was forbidden to play

with them; they were common and he wes told to keep away

from them,

1l. 1pi4., p.2.
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The English people can be cleassified into three
categories: the upper or the bourgeolsie, the middle or the
petite bourgeoisie, and the worklng class or the proletariat,
The ruling class still holds on to the outwerd form of feu-
dalism, It is the ambition of every gentleman to own land,
and to draw his income from the rents,

The middle classes too aim for a week-end cottage,
or a suburban villa with its lawn and herbaceous border,
which is their form of a menor house., The main distinction
in the middle class is renk and not finasncial status. A man
with a thousand pound a year income may have more prestige
than one who earns two thousand pounds:

Middle-class people are really greded accord-

ing to thelr degree of resemblance to the aris-
tocrecy; professional men, senior officials,
officers in the fighting services, university
lecturers, clergymen, even the literary and
scientific intelligentsia, rank higher than
businiés men, though on the whole they earn
less.~“*

There is still another distinction to be found in
the middle class, There has been a need within the last
thirty years for radio engineers, industrial chemists and

the Royal Air Force, Many from the working class origin
graduated into the technical middle class in this way.

12¢  1pid., p.28.
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There are several major contrasts between the
bourgeois life and the working-class life. A worker who
became half blind as a result of his work received twenty-
nine shillings a week in compensation, Orwell made the
following observation as to the manner in which the men was

able to obtain his compensation:

Watching this man go to the colliery to
draw his compensation, I was struck by the
profound differences that are still made by
status, Here was a man who had been blinded
in one of the most useful of all jobs and was
drawing a pension to which he had a perfect
right, if anybody has & right to anything.
Yet he could not, so to speak, demand this
pension - he could not, for instance, draw 1%
when and how he wanted it, He had to go to
the colliery once a week at & time named by
the company, and when he got there he was
kept walting for hours in the cold wind., For
all T know he was also expected te touch his
cap and show gratitude te whomever psald him;
at any rate he had to waste_san afternoon and
spend sixpence in bus fare,13.

Orwell said he had certain rights attaching to his bourgeois
status, He was able to draw his money out when he chose to
do so and even when his account was exhausted the bank
people were pollte,

The working men has a longer middle age compared

with the bourgeois., It extends from thirty to sixty years.,

13. George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier,
London: Victor Gollancz ltd., 1937, pp..Lo-49.
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The working-class man is always the master of his
home which 1s not usually the case in the middle-class life,
There the woman or the child is the master, One will never
see a working-class man do any housework, Not even unem-
Ployment changes this, This would seem a little unfair, yet
the wife does not protest. Both feel that a husband who
does housework loses some of his manhood,

Orwell believed that there was more happiness, a
warmer and more human atmosphere in the home of a laborer.
In the bourgeols home there is too often a looking-over-the-

shoulder for comfort. In The Road to Wigen Pier he gave us

a glimpse into the laborer's home:

I have often been struck by the peculiar
easy completeness, the perfect symmetry as it
were, of a working-class lnterior at its best,
Especlally on winter evenings after tea, when
the fire glows in the open renge and dances
mirrored in the steel fender, when Father, in
shirt-sleeves, sits in the rocking cheir at one
slde of the fire reading the racing finals, and
Mother sits on the other with her sewing, and
the children are happy with a pennorth of mint
humbugs, and the dog lolls roasting himself on
the rag mat - it 1s a good place to be in, pro-
vided that you can be neot only in it b?ﬁ suffie-
clently of it to be taken for granted.,—**

A working man has not that deadly weight of
family prestige hanging round his neck like a millstone,

L. Ibid,, p.149,
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A middle~class man goes to pleces under the strain of pover-
ty. He 1s being nsasgged on by his wife to get the other
man's job,

In his novel Coming Up for Alir Orwell contrasted

the fate of a laborer who finds himself on the dole gnd that

of a shopkeeper whose loss 1s gradual:

A smell shopkeeper going down the hill is
a dreadful thing to watch, but it isn't sudden
and obvious like the fate of a working man who
gets the sack and promptly finds himself on the
dole, It's just a gradual chipping away of trade,
with little ups and downs, a few shillings to the
bad here, a few sixpences to the good there,
Somebody who's dealt with you for years suddenly
deserts you and goes to Sarsazin's, Somebody else
buys & dozen hens and gives you & weekly order for
corn, You can still keep going. You're still
'your own master,' always & little more worried
and a little shabbler, with your capital shrink-
ing all the time,l°e

Pleiln-spokenness 1s another characteristic of the
working man, If one offers him something he has no use for,
he refuses, A middle-class man accepts it to avoid giving

offence.
Since the 1850's every war in which England partic:

ipated met with a serles of disasters, snd the situation hed

been saved by people of the lower class, The commanders,

who were drawn from the aristocracy, could not prepare for

15. George Orwell, Coming Up for Air, New York:

Harcourt Brace, 1939, p.158.
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a modern war, for they would then have to admit that the

world was changing:

They have always clung to obsolete methods
and weapons, because they inevitably saw each
war as a repetition of the last. Before the
Boer War they prepared for the Zulu War, before
1914 for the Boer War, and before the present
war for 1914. Even at this moment hundreds of
thousands of men in England are being trained
with the bayonet, & weapon entirely useless
except for opening tins, It is worth noticing
that the navy and, latterly, the Alr Force, have
always been more efficient than the regular army.
But the navy 1s only partially, end the Air Fggce
hardly at all, within the ruling-class orbit.-*°

There have been several influences which tend to
level the cless distinctions in England., Certain technical
advances are bound to benefit the whole community, A mil-
lionaire cannot very well light the streets for himself
while darkening them for others, The same can be saild of
good roads, germ-free water, police protection, free
libraries and free education.

To an increasing extent the rich and the poor read
the same books, newspapers and megazines. They listen to
the same radio programs, and watch the same television pro-
grams and films, All this tends to merge the working class

with the middle class,

16. Op.Cit., Orwell, "England Your England,"p.220
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The mass production of cheap clothes has dimin-
ished somewhat the differences in their way ef life, The
clothes of the rich and the poor differ less than they did
fifteen or thirty years ego. That 1s, the styles are the
same, the grade of the material is different, but in general
appearance they are the seame,

The modern Council housing estate has greatly
improved the living conditions, Except for size, it can be
compared to a stockbroker's vills,

The improvement of lndustrial technique lessens
the manual lebor and gives the leborer more time for relaxa-
tion., The proletarian with muscles warped by heavy labor
still exists, but he is constantly decreasing in numbers.
He only predominates in the heavy-industry areas of the
north of England,.

Orwell loathed the class system but he knew that
it would be a tremendously difficult job getting rid of it.
Spain demonstrated this in practice, But he had known for
aome time that the mere assertion of class abolition was
meaningless, It had been vigorously proclaimed in Russia
but the claim merely masked the reality of & new hierarchy.
In various of his writings he had criticized the new regime

in Russia, but it was in Animal Ferm that he gave the

strongest expression to his disappointment. The revolution

of Menor Farm had not long been stsbillized before the

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

PATRIOTISM 160

bourgeols conception of titles end awards, so heartily con-
demned a short time before, was introduced. This idea has
been dealt with in more detail in chapter III.

The main character 1ln Keep the Aspidlstra Flying

fought the class system throughout, but in the end he con-
formed to it, Orwell in this manner revealed to us that
perfect levelling of soclety 1s not possible.

Orwell in hls pamphlet, The English People, and in

his numerous essays gave us the characteristics of the Eng-
lish lenguage, motives for writing, duty of a writer in a
political age, function of a writer in contemporary society
and the advantages, disadvantages and function of a pamphlet
in the contemporsary world.

The outstanding characteristics of the English
language are a large vocabulary and simplicity of gremmar,
The language 1tself is derived from Anglo-Saxon and Norman-
French, and has been reinforced with Latin and Greek roots.
It is comparatively easy to change one part of speech into
another, For exemple, a verb can be changed into an adjec-
tive by adding ful - y - like., Verbs and adjectives can be
turned into their opposites by prefixing un., Adjectives can
be made more emphatic by attaching a noun to it for example,
lily-white, sky-blue, coal-black, lron-hard. Nouns can be
changed into verbs. One can knife as well as stab, school

as well as teach, fire as well as burn,
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The regular verb has three inflections that of
third person singuler, present participle and the past
perticiple. One can conjugate the verb in:all 1ts tenses
with & minimum of forty words, Some langueges require as
much as two hundred words,

More words have been borrowed from America, while
America showed no tendency of borrowing English terms,
Orwell attributed this fact to the anti-British feeling in
America which he sald is stronger than the anti-American
feeling in Englend, The English borrowed the formation of
verbs from nouns by adding "ise" to them., Other words that
were introduced to the English vocesbulery were car for tram,
escelator for moving staircase, automobiles for motor-cars,

Orwell's ceampaign waes for a language that should
be pure and subtle, flexible and simple. He considered
language as an instrument for expressing thought and not for
concealing or preventing 1t.

Vegueness and sheer incompetence are the most
marked characterlstics of modern prose, and especlally of
politicel writing., Writers use worn-out metsphors which
have lost all power and are merely used because they save
people the trouble of inventing phrases for themselves,

Orwell clited some of the phrases which are frequently in

use:
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Ring the charges on, taeke up the cudgels
for, toe the line, ride roughshod over, steand
shoulder to shoulder with, play into the hands
of, = no axe to grind, grist to the mill, fish-
ing 1n troubled waters, on the order of the day,
Achlilles! heel, swansong, hotbed.

Operators or verbal false limbs save the
trouble of picking out appropriate verbs and
nouns, and at the same time pad each sentence
with extra syllables, which give it an appear-
ance of symmetry. Chsaracteristic phrases are
render inopereative, militate against, meke con-
tact with, be subjected to, give rise to....

Words like phenomenon, element, individual,
objective, categorical, effective, virtual, basic,
primary, promote, constitute, exhibit, exploit,
utilize, eliminate, liquidate, are used to dress
up simple statements and glve an ailr of scientific
impartiality to biased judgment.

In certain kinds of writing perticularly in
art criticism and literery criticism, it i1s nor-
mal to come across long passages which are almost
completely lacking in meening. Words like roman-
tic, plastic, values, human, dead, sentimental,
natursl, vitelity, ss used in art criticism, are
strictly meaningless, in the sense that they not
only do not point to any discoverable object, but
are hardly ever expected to do so by the reader,17.

Events such as the former British rule in India,
the Russian purges and deportations, and the dropplng of
the atom bomb on Japen are too brutal to face. Politicsal
language, therefore, evades the issue by using euphemisms,

question-begging and sheer cloudy vagueness., Orwell quoted

some examples:

17. George Orwell, "Politics and the English
Language,” in Shooting an Elephent, New York: Harcourt Brace
1950, pp.80-83.
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Defenceless villages are bombarded from
the air, the ilnhabitants driven out into the
countryside, the cattle machine-gunned, the
huts set on fire with incendiary bullets:
thie is called pacification. Millions of
peasants are robbed of their farms and sent
trudging elong the roads with no more than they
can carry: this 1s called transfer of popula-
tion or rectification of frontiers. People
are imprisoned for years without trial, or shot
in the back of the neck or sent to die of
scurvy in Arctic lumber camps: this és called
elimination of unreliable elements.l®e

Perhaps some professor in sympathy with Communism would
avoid easily recognizable words., His lecture would probably

contain the following statement:

While freely conceding that the Soviet
regime exhibits certain features which the
humanitarian may be inclined to deplore, we
must, I think, agree that a certain curtail-
ment of the right to political opposition is
an unavoidable concomitant of transitional
pericds, and that the rigors which the Rus-
sian people have been called upon to undergo
have been amply justified in the sphere of
concrete achlevement.,r7e

Dying metaphors, operators or verbal limbs, preten-
tious diction, and meaningless words are causes of vague
writing., To avoid stale or mixed images, prefabricated

phrases, needless repetition and vaegueness Orwell offered

us six simple rules:

8. 1pid., p.88.

19+ 1p14., p.88.
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(1) Never use a metaphor, simile or other
figure of speech which you are used
to seelng in print,

(ii) Never use a long word where a short
one will do,

(111) If 1t is possible to cut a word out,
always cut it out,

(iv) Never use a passive voice where you
can use the active.,

(v) Never use a foreign phrase, a scien-
tific werd or a jargon word if you can
think of an everyday English equivalent,

(vi) Bresk any of these rules sooger than say
anything outright barbarous,20«

Orwell presented four motives for writing prose.
They exist in different degrees in every writer, and in any
one writer the proportion will vary from time to time,
according to the atmosphere in which he is living. The first
notive is egolsm, It is a desire to seem clever, to be
talked about, to be remembered after death,

Esthetic enthusiasm is the second motive. Bercep-
tion of beauty in the externel world, or in words and their
right arrangement, pleasure in the impact of one sound on
another, are conslderations of an esthetic writer,

Deslre to see things as they are, to find out
facts and store them up for the use of posterity, hence the
historical impulse is the third motive.

The political purpose, which is a desire to push

the world in a certaln direction to alter other people's

20.

Ibid., Pp.91-92.
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idea of the kind of soclety that they should strive after,

is the final motive of a writer,

Speaking of himself Orwell wrote:

Every line of serious work that I have written
since 1936 has been written, directly or indirect-
ly, against totalitarienism and for democratic
socielism, as I understand it, It seems to me
nonsense, in & period llke our own, to think that
one can avold wrliting of such subjects, Everyone
writes of them in one gulse or asnother, It is
simply a question of which side one takes and
what approach one follows, And the more one 1is
conscious of one's political bias, the more chance
one has of acting politically without sacr%ficing
one's esthetic and intellectual integrity. 1.

Orwell knew that a writer going in for politics

elther retained his velues and lost the confidence of the

politicians, or he became a hack, He also knew what a dif-

ficult task it was to keep one's political principles unsul-

lied.

But the solution was not to keep out of politics. He

tried to find a compromise:

I only suggest that we should draw a sharper
distinctlon between our politicel and our liter-
ary loyalties, and should recognise that a will=-
ingness to do certain distasteful but necessary
things does not carry with it any obligation to
swallow the bellefs that usually go with them.
When & writer engages in politics he should do
80 &3 a citizen, as a human being, but not as a
writer, I do not think that he has the right,

al. George Orwell, "Wwhy I Write," in Such, Such

Were the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1953, p.9.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA .. ECOLE DES GRADUES

PATRIOTISM 166

merely on the score of his sensibilitles, to
shirk the ordinary dirty work of politics.
Just as much as anyone else, he should be
prepared to deliver lectures in draughty halls,
to chalk pavements, to canvass voters, to
distribute leaflets, even to fight in civil
war if it seems necessary, DBut whatever else
he does in the service of his perty, he should
never write for it., He should meke it clear
that his writing 1s a thing apart. And he
should be a&ble to act co-operstively while, if
he chooses, completely rejecting the official
ideology. He should never turn back from a
train of thought because 1t may lead to a her-
esy, end he should not mind very much if his
unorthodoxy is smelt out, as it probably will
be. Perhsps it is even a bad sign in a writer
if he is not suspected of reactionary tend-
encies today, just as it was a bad sign if he
was not suspectedzgf Communist sympathles
twenty years ago.<~*

Brander stated two ways in which a writer can free

himself from party effiliations:

Orwell, while he waited for success, accepted
real poverty - the only wey for a writer, unless
he is rich, to keep his freedom, Freedom, in his
case, to observe, record and seek to influence the
evolution of English society in his time, &n sevo-
lution whlech was repidly achleving & revolutionary
impetus, This freedom, which was so precious to
him, was freedom from party affiliations, so that
he could think out sociel and politiceal problems
for himself, It was freedom from any regular em-
ployment except his writing, so that he had time
to think end so that he was free to give his whole
attention to whatever problem seemed te him urgent.
There are two ways of belng rich enough to be free:

22. George Orwell, "Writers aend Levlathen,"” in
Such, Such Were the Joys, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1953,

PP.70-71,
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to have enough or to requlre very little, All
his 1life, Orwell followed the second way. It
gave him the freedom of the preacher and the
pamphlegeer. It allowed him to be an indi-
vidual,c3.

Orwell's life was dedlcated to the defense of
liberty, and this he felt was the whole duty of a writer in
a political age, A writer was besat equipped to understand
the importance of defending liberty. Some writers helped
to destroy liberty by spreeding Communist opinions:

The conscious enemles of liberty are those

to whom liberty ought to mean most. The big pub-
lic do not care about the matter one way or the
other, They are not in favour of prosecuting the
heretie, and they will not exert themselves to
defend him, They are at once too sane and too
stupid to acquire the totalitarian outlook. The
direct, conscious attack on 1ntellectua12&ecency
comes from the intellectuals themselves,“™*

In the essay, "Inside the Whale," Orwell presented

the function of the writer in contemporary society. Henry

Miller wrote a book entitled The Tropilc ef Cancer, It weas

sbout people living the expsatriate life, people drinking,
talking, meditating and fornicating. Orwell pralsed the

book beceause the whole atmosphere waes deeply familiar,

23. Lawrence Brander, George Orwell, New York:
Longmens, 1954, pp.l-2.

24s 0p.Cit., Orwell, "Politics and the English
Language,” p.90.
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neither pushing the world-process forward nor

trying to drag it back, but on the other hand he did not

ignore 1it,

In his further comment on the book Orwell statedd

When Troplc of Cancer was published the

Ital
Hitl
bulg
were

ians were marching into Abyssinis and
er's concentration~camps were already
ing, The international foci of the world
Rome, Moscow, and Berlin, It did not

seem a moment at which a novel of outstanding

valu
dead
Oof ¢
dire
nove
even

e was likely to be written about American
~beats cadging drinks in the Latin Quarter,
ourse a novellist 13 not obliged to write
ctly sbout contemporary history, but a
1list who simply disregards the majgg public
ts of the moment is a plain idiot,<’°

According to Orwell the keynote of the writers in

the 'twent
of the new
Joyce, Eli
eand Lytton
Auden and

ring to th

l1es was a 'tragic sense of life,' and the keynote
writers is 'serious purpose.,'! Orwell listed

ot, Pound, Lawrence, Wyndhem Lewis, Aldous Huxley
Strachey as the writers of the 'twenties, and
Spender as the writers of the 'thirties. Refer-

e writers of the 'twentles Orwell wrote:

But what 1s noticegble asbout all these

writ
very

ers 1s that what 'purpose'! they have 1is
much in the air. There is no attention

to the urgent problems of the moment, above all

no p
are

parn
Sube
wher

olitics in the narrower sense, OQur eyes

directed to Rome, to Byzantium, to Mont-

asse, to Mexlico, to the Etruscans, to the
onscious, to the solar plexus - to every-
e except the places where things are

25, Op.Cit., Orwell, "Inside the Whale," p,156,
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actually happening. When one looks back at

the 'twentles, nothing is queerer than the

way in which every important event in Europe
escaped the notice of the English intelli-
gentsia, The Russian Revolution, for instence,
all but venishes from the English consclous-
ness between the death of Lenin and the
Ukraine famine - gbout ten years, Throughout
these years Russia measns Tolstoy, Dostoevsky,
and exiled counts driving texi-cabs., Italy
means picture-galleries, ruins, churches, and
museums - but not Bleckshirts., Germany means
films, nudism, and psycho-analysis - but not
Hitler, of whom hardly anyone had heard till
1931. In ‘cultured' circles art-for-art's-
seking extended practicelly to & worship of the
meaningless, Literature was supposed to consist
solely in the manipulation of words., To Jjudge
a book by 1its subggct matter was looked on as

a lapse of taste,<©e

Orwell then related an anecdote that appeared in Punch in

1928, A youth informed his aunt that he intended to write,

The aunt esked him what he would wrlite about, and he

answered her, "My desar aunt, one doesn't write about any-

thing, one just writes." Orwell then added that the best

writers of the 'twentles did not subscribe to this doctrine,

their purpose was usually a purpose along moral-religious-

cultural lines, The tendency of most writers in the group

was conservative,

Mr. Forster pralsed Eliot's poem "Prufrock."

Orwell said:

26+ Ipid., pp.174=75.
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I should have felt, like Mr, Forster, that
by simply standing aloof and keeping touch with
pre-war emotions, Eliot was carrying on the hu-
man heritege, What a relief it would have been
at such a time, to read about the hesitations of
8 middle-aged highbrow with a bald spot! So dif-
ferent from bayonet-drill! After the bombs and
the food queues and the recrE}ting-posters, a
human volce! What a reliefi<l-

In the essay, "Politics vs. Literature,” Orwell
brought out Swift's contribution to political thought in

Part TITI of Gulliver's Travels, Orwell considered it sn

attack on what would now be called totalitarianism. Swift
had a clear vision of the spy-haunted 'police State,' with
its endless heresy-hunts and treason trials. For example,
there was the professor at the School of Politicel Projec-
tors who 'shewed me a large Paper of Instructions for dis-
covering Plots end Conspiracies.' Later in the same chapter

we seem to be positively In the middle of the Russian purges;

In the Kingdom of Tribnia, by the Natives
called Lengdon... the Bulk of the People con-
sist, in a Manner, wholly of Discoverers, Wit-
nesses, Informers, Accusers, Prosecutors, Evi-
dences, Swearers,.,... 1t is first agreed, and
settled among them, what suspected Persons
shall be accused of a Plot: Then, effectual
Care 1s taken to secure all their Letters and
Papers, and put the Owners in Chains., These
pepers are delivered to & sett of Artists, very
dexterous in finding out the mysterious Mean-
ings of Words, Syllaebles, and Letters.... Where
this method fails, they have two others more

27.

Ibid., p.196,
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effectual, which the Learned among them call
Acrostics and Anagrams, First, they can deci-
pher all initial Letters into political Mean-
ings: Thus: N shall signify a Plot, B a Regi-
ment of Horses, L a Fleet at Sea: Or Secondly,
by transposing the Letters of the Alphabet in
any suspected Paper, they csan lay open the
deepest designs of a discontented Party. So,
for Example 1f I should say in a Letter to a
Friend, Our Brother Tom has just got the Piles,
a skllful Decipherer would discover that the
same Letters, which compose the Sentence, may
be anslysed in the following words: Resist =

a Plot is brought Home - the Tour (Tower).2 28,

Orwell also pointed out that Swift was not inter-

ested in increasing social equality:

The Houyhnhnms are organized upon a sort of
caste system which is raciel in character, the
horses which do the menlial work being of dif-
ferent colors from their masters and not inter-
breeding with them, The educational system which
Swift admires in the Lilliputians tekes hereditary
class distinctions for grented, and the children
of the poorest classes do not go to school, because
tthelr Business belng only to till and cultivate
the Earth... therefore theig Education is of little
Consequence to the Public.' ED

The atmosphere of totalitarienism is deadly to any
kind of prose writer. Its doctrines are unchallengeable and

unstable, They have to be accepted on pain of damnation,

but on the other hand, they are salways liable to be altered

28. Jonathan Swift, Gulliver's Travels, Chicego:
Williem J. Hill Co., pPp.2ll1l-12,

29. George Orwell, "Politics vs. Literature," in
Shooting an Elephant, New York: Harcourt, 1950, pp.6L-65.,
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at a moment's notice. Writing sbout totalitarianism Orwell
said:

Such a society, no matter how long it per-
sists, can never afford to become either toler-
ant or intellectually stable, It can never per-
mit either the truthful recording ef facts, or
the emot%Snal sincerity, that literary creation
demands,-V*

Flscher in his blography of Stalin told how a

Soviet playwright Alexsnder Afigenov wrote a play entltled
The Lie and submitted it to the theater, For months he
waited for an answer, He was put off by the director, the
manager and finally one day he received a call, Comrade
Stelin wanted to see him, Stalin was very friendly:

You are our greatest playwright.... You are
young and will be even more successful than you
have been., I always enjoy your work. I enjoyed
your play The Lie, It 1s a good script, But
the people are not ready for it, Would you do
me & favor d withdraw the manuseript for the
time being.’*°

Fischer added that Afigenev did Stalin the favor, "The time
being" still continues, Afigenov was killed in 1941, in

Moscow by a Nazi bomb,

30. George Orwell, "The Prevention of Literature
in Shooting an Elephant, p.lll,

3l. Louis Fischer, The Life and Death of Stalin,
New York: Harper snd Brothers, 1952, p.95.
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In the seme book Fischer pointed out how difficult

a tesk & Russian novelist has:

The dilemma of the Soviet novelist 1s
simple yet fatal. A novel gains interest by
deplicting conflict, Soviet novels, or plays,
which must be political or risk condemnation
as 'divorced from reality,' might show a con-
flict between a Communist and anti-Communist,
or between a peasant who likes collectives and
ons who hates them., In portraying the anti-
Communist or enti-collectivist, the author
would have to make him ceconvinecing, and this
might be interpreted as reflecting the author's
sympathies., The enti-Communist is accordingly
depicted as a weak, repulsive, doomed character,
end the conflict with the wise, sturdy, attrac-
tive, righteous Communist consequently never
comes alive, If, on the other hand, the writer
eschews a clash of characters and paints Soviet
life as an Arcadla of agreement the result is
dishwater dullness,- %-

Orwell and Reginald Reynolds edited a volume of

twenty~five pamphlets. These pamphlets were chosen for their

representativeness as well as for thelr literary merit.

They covered the two centuries between the Reformation and
the War of American Independence, Orwell wrote the introduc-

tion to the first volume in which he gave a definition of

e pamphlet:

A pamphlet is a short piece of polemical
writing, printed in the form of a booklet and
aimed at a large public.,... Probably a true
pamphlet will always be somewhere between five

32. Ibid., P97
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hundred and ten thousend words, and it will
always be unbound and obtainable for a few
pence. A pamphlet is never written primarily
to give entertaimment or to make money., It 1s
written because there is something that one
wants to say now, and because one belleves
there 1s no other way of getting a hearing,
Pamphlets may turn on points of ethiecs or
theology, but they always have a clear polit-
ical implication. A pamphlet 'for' or
'against' somebody or something, but in
essence it 1s elways a protest.33°

Reynolds pointed out that between 1640-1660, twenty
two thousand pemphlets clrculated in Londen. Orwell
questioned why our own age has not been to the same extent
an age of pasmphleteering. His snswer was that where there
1s genuine freedom of speech and all points of view are
represented in the press, part of the reason for pamphleteer-
ing disappears.

Then he continued that this is a pamphleteering
age, in so far as bulk of output goes., During the fifteen
years or so since Hitler came to power the number has been
enormous, In spite of the bad paper situation Conservatives,
Socialists, Communists, Trotskyists, trade unions, employers'
associations and politicel parties were pouring forth

pemphlets in an unending stream,

33. George Orwell, British Pamphleteers, London:
A. Windgate, 1948, pp.7-8.
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Orwell also brought out the fact that pamphlets
have a tendency to deteriorate the English language. Pam-
phlets are intended as propaganda and are not normally
produced by people who are writers first end foremost. To
prove his point he presented two parasgraphs. One was from
a recent pamphlet and the other from a sixteenth century
pamphlet. The subject matter was similar. Both writers
pointed out that the people of Englend are better off than
those of Germeany., One is immediately struck by the precise
balanced structure of sentences of the sixteenth century
writer,

One disadvantage of the pamphlet is that it 1is
difficult to keep track of the whole output, They are no-
where listed in any comprehensive way., It can be seen that
a pamphlet is always llable to miss its potential publiec.,
It has less effect and receives less attention than it would
if 1t were published as an artlcle in a monthly magazine,

Orwell brought out the advantages of & pamphlet:

The pity 1s that in a pamphlet one can do

things that are possible in no other medium,

The pamphlet 1a a one-man show., One has complete
freedom of expression, including, if one chooses,
the freedom to be scurrilous, abusive and sedi-
tious; or, on the other hand, to be more detailed,
serious and 'highbrow' than is ever possible in

& newspaper or in most kinds of periodicaels. At
the seame time, since the pamphlet 1s always short
and unbound, 1t can be produced much more quickly

than a book, and 1n principle, at any rate can
reach a bigger public. Above all, the pamphlet
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does not have to follow any prescribed pattern.
It can be in prose or in verse, it can consist
largely of maps or statistlcs or quotations,
it can teke the form of a story, a fable, a
letter, an essay, a dlalogue or a piece of re-
portage, All that is required of it 1§uthat it
shall be topical, polemical and short,- 4
The function ef a pasmphlet is to act as a sort of
foot-note or marginel comment on official history. It not
only keeps unpopular viewpoints alive, but supplies docu-
mentation on events that the authorities of the day have
reason to falsify. All minor controversial events, such as
plots, real or imaginary, riots, massacres and assassinations
are likely to be documented in pamphlet form or not at all.,
As to the future of England Orwell said that it
can only keep on going as long as the rest of the world 1s
not industrielized, Britain, therefore, can only survive as
an "advanced" and populous country if it is integrated into
into a much larger area, This may happen in one of four
ways:
One is by the formation of & union of
Western Europe plus Africa; another is by
tightening the links of the commonwealth and
tranaferring perheaps half the population of

Britain to the English-speaking dominien; a
third 1s by allowing Britsain, with the rest

3L Ibid., p.l15.
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of Europe, to become part of the Russian sys-

tem; end the final possibility is by acces~

sion of Britain to the United States,3de

The objection in every case 1s obvious., The first
alternative faces enormous difficulties and dangers of which
Russian hostility is only the most immediaete. The second,
could only be carried out by a despotic government which was
accustomed to transporting human beings like shiploads of
cattle, The third, though it may happen as a result of de-
feat in war, can be ruled out as a possibility, since no one
except a handful of Communists desire it. The fourth is
quite likely to happen, but it is unacceptable from a Brit-
ish point of view, since it would mesn becoming very defi-
nitely a junior partner and being tied to a country which
everyone except a few Tories regards as politically bsackward.
As an internal weapon Orwell advocated a rising

birthrate., He suggested that taxes be graded so as to en-
courage child-bearing and to save women with young children
from being obliged to work outside the home., Looking at the
problem from the family's polnt of view Orwell said that the
English people have small families because they are too fond
of children:

35. George Orwell, "Britain's Struggle for
Survival," Commentary, Vol.6, (October, 1948), p.3ul.
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They feel that it is wrong to bring a child
into the world unless you are completely certain
of being sble to provide for him, and at a level
not lower than your own, For the last fifty years,
to have a big famlily has meant that your children
must wear poorer clothes than others in the same
group, must have less food and legg attention, and
probably must go to work earlier,-®-

The lmmedlate necessities of the English people
sccording to Orwell are:

They must propageate faster, work harder, and
probably live more simply, think more deeply, get
rid of their snobbishness and their ansachronistic
class distinctions, and psasy more attentlion to the
world end less to their own backyards., Nearly all
of them love their country, but they must learn to
love it intelllgently. They must have a clear
notion of their own destiny and not listen to those
who tell them that the Englend of the past can
return,37.

Nicolson does not agree with all the statements
that Orwell made about the English people. The accusation
of artistic insensibility of the English people is greatly
exaggerated. Nicolson claims that the French and the
American people are far more indifferent than the English
to the defacement of rural amenities,

That the word "poetry" arouses either derision

or embarrassment in ninety-eight people out of a hundred,

Op.Cit., Orwell, The English People, p.4l.

37+ 1bid., p.u8.
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is 8 hard saying but Nicolson regrets to admit that it is
true. He supports the statement by saying that the excel-
lent poetry readings recorded by the British Broadcasting
Corporation attract: an sudience as small &s that which
listens to chamber music,

As to the people being ignorant of terms such as
Communism, Trotskylsm, Fascism, Capitslism, and Anarchism,
Nicolson explains that, "No one who has taken part in a
parliamentary election would contend that this cruel commen-
tary is lacking in force."38.

Nicolson believes in the pronouncement of Orwell
in regard to political instinct:

The English are probebly more capable than

most peoples of making revolutionary changes
without bloodshed, 1In England, if anywherey

it would be possible to abolish poverty with-
out destroying liberty. If the English people
took the trouble to make their own democracy
work, they would become the political leaders
of Western Europe, and probably of some other
parts of the world as well. They would provide
the much needed alternative te Russian author-

jtarianlism on the one hand and American
materialism on the other.37.

38. Harold Nicolson, "Mr. Orwell's Catalogue of
Merégs and Defects," Spectator, Vol.179, (&ugust 29, 1947),
P.2600,

39+  1Ibid., p.268.
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Nicolson admits that Englend is subject to change
as much as the surrounding countries have changed. The
moral and religious sanctions which were operative in the
Nineteenth Century have now lost thelr force; the respect
for legality may undergo a change, A new class of techni-
ciens is arising which will be impervious to the tradition,
and immune to the "instinets" both of the bourgeoisie and
of the old working classes:

But if we can retain the virtues and mod-

erate the defects which Mr, Orwell has cata-
logued, we may well be able to surmount our
present material and spiritual impoverish-
ment, and succeed by our energies and our
example in rescuing the world from the cheaos
which is sweeping towards &8 wlth the speed
and darkness of a typhoon.%*ve

In this final chapter we have examined Orwell's
views of the characteristics of the English people, The
moral attitude in regard to religion, crime, drinking, free-
dom of press end freedom of speech were presented., The
political views of the major and minor political parties
were brought forwerd. The English class system with its
present day influences which tend to level the class divi-

sion somewhat was iIndicated. The characteristics of the

English lenguage, motives and purpose for writing, duty and

bO.  1p14., p.268.
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function of a writer, and the function of the pamphlet in
a contemporary world were explained, And finally the
future of the English people was suggested, All these

things were seen through the writings of George Orwell.,
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The major emphasis of this study has been on the
literary moods of George Orwell, The moods of revulsion
against totalltarienism, Fascism, Communism, and imperielism
have been anelyzed, The moods of atonement and advocacy of
Socialism have also been considered,

After examining Orwell's mood of revulsion agalnst
totalitarianiam 1t was agreed with the majority of the
critics that Orwell's outstanding book, Nineteen Eighty-Four,

i1s a projection of present day situations into the future,
It forced us to examine our own lives with a new eye,
Orwell joined the Spanish militia on the Loyalist
side during the Spenish civil war., He was filled with
disgust at the lnadequacy of man in time of wer. The com=-
plete lack of preparation, in so far as clothing, tralning
and ammunition are concerned, was discussed in chapter II.

In chapter III the allegory of Animal Farm was

transferred into 1ts parellel political realitiea, Orwell's
prophecy in regard to Russia was that 1f Russia continued
in her policy as she has in the past fifteen years, it
would lead to en atomic war, He felt that Russia in the

future will either democretize itself or it will perish,
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Revulsion against imperlalism was the subject of
the fourth chapter, The moral and technical aspects of
imperialism were discussed., Effort was made to show that
imperielism existed as far back as 3400 B.C. The ancient
civilizations of Egypt, Greece and Rome practiced it.
Modern imperislism has many points in common with imperial
Rome in so far as the motives and effects are concerned,

After five years of service as & sub-divisional
officer in Burma, Orwell returned to England with a feeling
of guilt which he tried to extricate by projecting himself
into the masses of the unemployed and later with the
employed who tried to meke a living in unjust working
conditions,

Orwell's answer to the above mentioned evils was
Soclalism, Whether his six point program succeeds is for
posterity to decide.

The final chapter dealt with patriotism. Englend's
moreal, economic, political and soclal aspects were
considered, Favorable end unfavorable characteristics of

the English people were revealed,
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Orwell examines the Labor Party in terms of the
fundamental question: 1s Sociallsm compatible with Democracy,

» "Confessions of a Book Reviewer," New
Republic, VoI.I15, (August 5, 1946), pp.l4l-45.

Orwell believes that there should be less reviews
but lengthler ones say a thousand words or more. The six
hundred word reviews should hot be written. A sentence or
two ndtices of new books should be given,

» "English Writing in Total War,”" New
Republic, VoI,TI05, (July 14, 1941), p.57.
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tions: The Besuty of the Dead by H.E., Bates, Welsh Short
Stories by Glyn Jones, The Parents Left Alone by T.0. Beach-
croft, and a novel The Battler by Kylie Tennant, Orwell
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mental laziness. It 1s too much trouble to make an ac=-
quaintance of a fresh set of characters with each story.
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Orwell gives a detalled account of the toad in
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today. The esrth 1s still revolving around the sun and
neither dictator nor bureaucret 1s capable to prevent it,
There are other things to be admired besides steel and
concrete,
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Newspaper Articles:

Orwell, George, "As I Please," Tribune, No, 366,
(December 31, 1943), p.ll.

In this article he brings out two ideas, First,
he shows how difficult it 1s to place the war guilt on any
one individual, Secondly, he enlarges upon the lack of
world suthority with individual power to transcend national
frontiers,

5 "As I Please," Tribune, No,.368,
(Jenuary 1L, 194L), p.ll.

Orwell found fault with Burnham's book The
Managerial Revolution which was a prophecy. The test of a
politicsal theory is 1ts power to foretell the future, and
Burnham's predictions were falsified as soon as made,

s "As I Please," Tribune, No.370,
(Januery 28, 194L), p.lO.
Orwell revolted against Pound's B.B.C. broadcasts
which he read in the Monitoring Report,-especially the ones
dealing with anti-Semitism.

, "As I Please," Tribune, No.372,
(February ll, 19@)’ polO.

People base their enti-Semitic feelings on various
charges brought against the Jews, Orwell said that the
economic system must be so arranged that crooks cannot
prosper.

» "As I Please," Tribune, No.381,
(April 14, 194L), p.ll.
This article 1s a reply to a statement made in
Commonwealth, in reference to the faelling birthrate in
England.

, "As I Please," Tribune, No.382,

(April 21, 194L), p.l2.

Orwell contends that the B.B.C. 1s a better news
source than the newspaper.

, "As I Please," Tribune, No.383,
(April 28,7 194L), P.1l0,.
One cannot be free inside under & totalitarian
government., Once freedom of speech 1s taken away, the
creative faculties dry up.
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Orwell, George, "As I Plesese," Tribune, No.386,
(May 19, 194k), p.ll.

This article desls with the ethical problem of
indiscriminate bombing of civiliens in war time,

» "As I Please," Tribune, No.,08,
(October 20, 19L1L), p.lO.
This item deals with one aspect of imperialism
namely, the feeling of racial superiority of the English
over the Indians in Burma.

s "As I Please," Tribune, No.jl0,
(November 3, 19LL), p.ll.
Capital punishment is accepted as necessary, yet
instinctively felt to be wrong. Orwell brings out instances
from literature where capital punishment is dealt with,

» "Going Down," The Observer,
(January 1, 1G45), P.3.
The article is a review on Palinurus' book, The
Unquiet Grave: A World Cycle, The central character in the
book, a capitelist, feels he has no right to exist, yet on
the other hsnd, he feels that he is a better animal than the
proletariat,

» "The Green Flag," The Observer,

(October 28, ISLE), p.3.

Capitel punishment is one of the elements in Sean
O'Casey's book, Drums Under the Windows., The article is an
eppraisal of the book,

» "Indian Ink," The Observer,
(October 29, I9LL), p.3.
Because Orwell himself spent five years in Burma,
he knew the conditions well, therefore, he found meny loop-
holes in the book, Verdict on India, by Beverley Nichol.
An average reader would not be ewere of the omissions and
commissions in the book.

» "Letter to an Indian," Tribune, No,325,
(March 19, 1943), p.l5.
In this letter Orwell polnts out to Mulk Raj Amand
the difficulties that lie in the way of a just and saner
relationship between Briteln and India,

"Man from the Sea," The Observer,

]
(January 2, I945), p.3.

Only a foreigner cen admire the English the way
Conrad does. This article is a review of Conrad's book,
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Orwell, George, "Marx and Russia," The Observer,
(February 15, 1945), p.4.

John Pilamenatz wrote a book entitled What Is Com~
munlism, Orwell elaborates on the idea that the Russian
Communists threw the Marxist ideas overboard, The tfpe of
Communism they are living is one that has been modified by
the followers of Lenin,

, "A Muffled Voice," The Observer,
(June 10, ISL5), P.3.
The idea that Christisnity and Democracy are com-
patible and necessery to each other is presented in
Maritain's book. The article is a review of the book.

, "Pen and Sword," The Observer,
(January 28, 1G45), p.3.
Objection to caplital punlishment is stressed in
this article which is a review of H.W. Nevinson's book
Visions and Memorles.,

s "Power House,'" The Observer,
(April 23, 19[{]:): P.3.

Orwell states two reasons why some coumtries
adopt & totalitarian form of government., The article is a
review on Hugh Kingmill's book The Polsoned Crown.

, "So Runs the World," The Observer,
(July 22, 1945}, Pe3.
Erich Kohler's book Man the Measure evoked many
criticisms, The book was written at a time when it was un-
certain whether Germany would be defeated,

, "Spanish Prison" The Observer,
(December 2L, 1945 ), P.3s
This article is a review of Charles d'Ydevalle's
Book, An Interlude in Spain, D!'Ydevalle was a Belgian jour-
nalist In Spaln during the civil war. He could not figure
out why he was imprisoned, Orwell brings out the totalitar-
isan tactics of which d'Ydevalle was not aware of,

, "Who Are the War Criminels?" Tribune,
No.356, (October 22, 1943), PP.6-Ts
Orwell presents the instability and inconsistency
of those in authority who at one time acclalm the actions
of a ruler, and a decade later condemn them,
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Secondary material:
Books:

Atkins, John, George Orwell, A Literary Study,
New York: Frederick Ungar, 1955, pp.340.

Atkin's book 1s & comprehensive study for it in-
cludes Orwell's newspsaper and magazine articles, His
eanalysis of Animal Faerm is particularly good, His discus~
sion of Orwell's integrity and Soclalism are revealing.

Blotner, Joseph L., The Political Novel, New York:
Doubleday and Compeany, Inc., 1955, pp.100.

The pamphlet is a comprehensive study of the
novelist as a political instrument in the United States,
Great Britaln, and the continent,

Brander, Lawrence, George Orwell, New York:
Longmans, 1954, pp.21iZ2.

Brander, just as the author whom he interprets,
goes straight to the mark. He makes clear the conflict that
eny life when viewed from the inside 1is simply a series of
defeats, and the feeling that this world when all is said
and done, suits us so well., He makes clear how this con-
flict produced the tension that enebled Orwell to write
books that continue to be relevant.,

Forster, E.M. "George Orwell," Two Cheers for
Democracy, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1951, pp.60-3,
This essay is mostly a tribute to Nlneteen Eighty-

Four,

Highet, Gilbert, "The Outsider," Clerk of Oxenford
New York: Oxford University Press, 1954, pp.62-8,

The purpose of this chapter is to introduce George
Orwell to the general resder, Orwell's llterary work is
presented as a result of his life experience,

Hollis, Christopher, A Study of George Orwell,
Chicego: H. Regnery Co., 1956, pp.2l2.

The book 1s a well-documented study of Orwell's
life and writings. Orwell's books are taken in order and
his development of thought is traced through them,

Hollis attended Eton with Orwell and several times
had personal contact with Orwell.
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Hopkinson, Henry Thomas, George Orwell, New York:
Longmans, 1953, pp.40.

This criticel evaluation of the works of Orwell 1is
very deftly incorporated with blographlcal data of the
author, The criticlisms, not only, consist of the formal
character, plot, and setting elements, but also, concerh
themselves with the "why" problem.

Koestler, Arthur, "Rebel's Progress," Trail of the
Dinosaur and Other Essays, New York: Macmillan, 1955, p.102.

Koestler recalls the life of Orwell and the books
which correspond with it,

Lewis, Wyndham, "Orwell, or Two and Two Make Four"
The Writer snd the Absolute, London: Menthuen and Co., 1952,
PP o 151"960

Lewis divides the works of Orwell into the pre-war
eand post-war periods., He said thet the books written before
1639, do not provide many openings for politeness. He
particulerly could not see how & talented man like Orwell
could wrilte books such as Coming Up for Alr, end Keep the
Aspidistra Flying.

Lewis has & very high regard for Road to Wigen
Pier, Homage to Catalonia, and Animal Farm, and Nineteen
BEighty=-Four, The last mentioned would be of a greater standd
ard if the "prole" part would be omitted,

Prescott, 0. "Political Novel: Warren, Orwell,
Koestler," In My Opinion, Indienapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1952,
pp.22-39.

The chapter on Orwell deals mostly with Orwell as
a man, His works are briefly summarized in pareagreph
lengths,

Trilling, Lionel, "George Orwell and the Politics
of Truth," Opposing Self, New York: Viking Press, 1955,

pp.151-72,
The article 1s the same as the introduction to
Orwell's Homage to Catalonia,

Periodicals:

Ames, Ruth M, "Homage to Cetalonia," Catholic
World, (July, 1952), p.318.

The reviewer states the theme and a few general
statements ebout the book,
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Amis, Kingsley, "The Road to Airstrip One,"
Spectator, Vol.197, (August 31, 1956), p.292.

The article ls mostly an evaluation of Mr, Hollis!
book, The Study of George Orwell. He considers i1t the best
contribution to the Orwell problem that he had ever read,

Ashe, Geoffrey, "The Bell Tolled," Commonwesal,
Vol.56, (June 20, 1952), p.277.
A few general statements about Homage to Catalonia
were made in this review,

,» "Note:.on George Orwell," Commonweal,
VO]-.SLL’ (J\J.ne l, 1951), pp0191-30
The critic tries to classify Orwell as to his
political beliefs., It contains brief criticel evaluations
on six of his books,

Barr, Donald, "An Answer to George Orwell,"
Saturday Review, Vol.}O, (Mareh 30, 1957), p.2l.

The reviewer deals with the five literery moods of
George Orwell, In a general way he specifies the mood of
each of Orwell's books,

Beavan, John, "The Road to Wigan Pier," World
Review, (June 1950), pp.48-51.

Beavan treats of The Road to Wigen Pler sas
Orwell's continuous desire of explation for his guilt.

Bentley, Eric, "Young Man Out of His Time,"
Saturday Review, Vol.29, (May 11, 1946), p.ll.
~ This article is a review on Dickens, Dall and
Others, The reviewer presents Orwell as a man who is ex-
tremely conscious of the complications which resulted from
the revolutlion which has taken place in his own day.

Braybrooke, Neville, "George Orwell," Catholic
World, Vol,178, (December, 1953), pp.178-84.

Well's Things to Come was compared to Orwell's
Nineteen Elghty-Four, FIive other books were briefly
reviewed,

, "George Orwell," Fortnightly, Vol.l75,
(June 1951), pp.L03-9,

Braybrooke's only contention in this article is
that Orwell's writings are documentary. He writes as an
observer rather then a reformer,
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Braybrooke, Neville, "Two Poverties," Commonweal,
Vol.58, (August 1ll, 1953), pp.4li59-61.

The subject of thils article 1s a comparison of
Bloy's Le Desespere and Orwell's Down asnd Out in Paris and
London, &and aﬁain Bloy's La Femme Pauvre and Orwell's "How
the Poor Dile, The two poverties of course, ere sickness
and hunger.

Brown, Spencer, "Strange Doings at Animal Farm,"
Commentary, Vol.19, (February, 1955), pp.155-61,

This article 1s written against the New York's
film eritics who falled to assoclate Animal Farm with the
Russien Revolution.

"Burmese Days, Coming Up for Air, end Down and
Out in Paris and London," New Yorker, Vol.25, (Feb, 11, '50)
The themes of the three books were briefly stated.

Burnham, David, "Nineteen Eighty-Four," Commonwesl)
Vol,.50, (July 8, 1949), p.324.
A synopsis and a brief critical paragreph on the
emotional element of the novel are presented in this article)

Charques, R.D. "Books and Writers," Spectator,
Vol,185, (December 15, 1950), p.702.

The article 1s e page evaluation of five works of
Orwell, As & result it 1s brief and no one point has been
developed.

"Clergymen's Daughter," Saturday Review, Vol.ll,
(August 15, 1935), p.20.

The theme of the novel is stated, but the criti-
cisms ere general and not substantlated by facts,

Cogley, John, "Coming Up for Air," Commonweal,
Vol.51, (Februsry 3, 1950), p.L466.

The sentiments of George Bowling, the main charac-
ter of this no¥el, are dealt with briefly.

Corcoran, Marguerite, "Nineteen Eighty-Four,"
Catholic World, Vol,169, (August 1949), p.393.

The theme of Nineteen Eighty-Four 1s summarized
in this article,

Cosman, Max, "George Orwell and the Autonomous
Individuel," Pacific Spectator, Vol.9, (Winter 1955), p.T7h.

Cosman portrays the fate of an sutonomous individ-
ual in the works of Orwell,
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Croweroft, Peter, "Pollitics and Writing: the
Orwell gnalysis," New Republic, Vol.1l32, (January 3, 1955),
pp017'1 [

Propaganda is defined according to Orwell's view.
His contemporaries are grouped into Right-wing intellectusals
and those that represented the Left wing.

Daevies, W.H. "Confessions of & Down and Qut,"
New Statesman and Nation, Vol.5, (March 18, 1933), pp338-40.
The critic appreclates the portrayal of real 1life
in Down and Out in Paris and London. He also offers a few
good suggestions that could hsve been included.

De Hegedus, Adsm, "Animal Farm," Commonweeal,
Vol.4ly, (September 13, 1946), p.528,
The political problem is more important than the
economic problem in Orwell's Animel Farm according to
De Hegedus,

Dempsey, David, "Connolly, Orwell and Others: an
English Miscelleny," Antloch Review, Vol.7, (March, 1947),

pp.142-50.

The review is a favorable critical evaluation of
Orwell's Animal Farm including a few comments on Orwell's
essays which were first printed in the Horizon.

"The Dictatorship of the Animals," Time, Vol.47,
(February L, 1946), p.95.

The critic uses & number of quotations to substan-
tiate his facts.

Downes, Panter Mollie, "Letter from London,"
New Yorker, Vol.3l, (February 19, 1955), p.84.

Along with the political problems of the day,
Downes reports on the B.B.C.'s courageous pre-Christmas
television production of the unfestive message of Nineteen
Eighty=-Four. The production brought about protests Irom
some and discussion by others whether it could or could not
happen here,

Farrell, James T., "Stony Broke," New Republic,
Vol.76, (October 11, 1933), p.256.

The article is an appraisal of Down and Qut in
Paris and London. The main stress is on poverty impersonal
and otherwise,
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Frye, Northrop, "Turning New Leaves," Canadian
Forum, Vol.26, (December, 19.,6), p.211.

Frye feels that the fantastic metamorphosis of
plgs into humans at the end is a disruption of the sober
logic of the tale.,

Fuller, Edmund, "No Middle Stool," Saturday Review
Vol.35, (July 12, 1952), p.l7.

The double irony of the Spanish revolution 1s
brought out in this article,

» "To the Heart of Matters," Time, Vol.55,
(February &, 1950), P.50.

The occasion of this review was the reissuing of
the three works of Orwell: Down and Out in Paris and London,
Burmese Days, and Coming_gp—?or Alr., The reviewer makes an
interesting comparison of Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four with
that of Zamiatin's We.

"What Heppened to Spain,” Time, Vol,59
’ » LG, s
(May 19, 19527, p.9%4.
The critic comments on the outmoded weapons used
in the civil war as described by Orwell in Homage to
Catalonlia,

Fyvel, T.R. "A Case for George Orwell?"
Twentieth Century, Vol.160, (September, 1956), pp.254-T.

The article is an evaluation of Hollis' Study of
George Orwell, The blographical element is praiseworthy,
but Hollis was trying to read into Orwell's works 1deas that
were not there,

, "Investigating Orwell," Spectator,

Vol.197, (September 14, 1956), p.351.

This letter is a reply to Mr, Amis who in the
August issue suggested that certain perceptions of Orwell
need investigation, Fyvel contends that a similar compari-
son between some aspects of Nineteen Eighty-Four and prep
school dormitory talk was actually made, not too solemnly,
by Malcolm Muggeridge and Fyvel in B,B.C. discussion in. 1949,
when the novel was first published, Orwell himself, who had
listened, admitted that the point had made him laugh and
that there was perhaps something in it,

» "Such, Such Were the Joys," Christian
Century, Vol,70, (April 22, 1953), p.483.
The reviewer stressed the first essay in the book
dealing with Orwell's experience in the English private
school,.
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Fyvelﬁ "Wingete, Orwell, and the Jewish Ques-
tion: a Memoir, Commentg;y, Vol.1ll, (Feb., 1951), p.l1l37.

In this article Fyvel reminlscences his friendship
with two English writers who were sympathetic to the Jews
and their cause in Palestine,

,» "A Writer's Life," World Review,
(June, 1950), pp.7=-20.

Fyvel knew Orwell personally. The article is
biographical.

"Guerlille," Time, Vol.56, (Nov. 13, 1950), p.110.

The critic divides the essays in Shooting an
Elephant into three categories: autoblographicel reminis-
cences, literery criticism, and incidental journalism.

Hampshige,(Stuarté "A Ez?oubtagle Critic,"
Spectator, Vol.l7 Merch 19 s P.250,

’The article is an evaluation of Orwell's book
entitled Critical Essays, The evaluation consists mainly
in generalizations which do not ring true. The only essays
the author gives credit to are "Dickens" and "Kipling."

Hatch, Robert, "George Orwell's Paradise Lost,"
New Republic, Vol.l21l, (August 1, 1949), p.23.

The following points of Nineteen Eighty-Four are
reviewed in this article: the ruler of Oceania (Big Brother)j
the hero of the novel (Winston Smith); and the purpose of
the novel.

Heppenstall, Rayner, "Memoirs of George Orwell,"
Twentieth Century, Vol.l57, (April, 1955), pp.367-73.

The article 1s a personal recollection of Heppen-
stell's meetings with Orwell for a period of fifteen years,

, "Orwell Intermittent," Twentieth Century,
Vol.157, (May, 1955), pp. 470~ -83.

This is a continuation of Heppenstall's recollec-
tions of Orwell,

Hollis, Christopher, "Nineteen Eighty-Four and the
Necessigy of Doublethink,”" Horizon, Vol.20, (September, '49),
PP.200~

Hollis comments on capitalism, power, and family
life as portrayed in Nineteen Eighty-Four.

"Homage to Catelonia,” New Yorker, Vol.28,
(May 17, 1952), p.l26.
The critic gives an evaluation of the above,
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"Honest Witness," Time, Vol.61l, (March 16, 1953),

p.124.
The book of essays entitled Such, Such Were the
Joys is the subject matter of this review.

Hopkins, J.G.E. "Dickens, Dali and Others,"
Commonweal, Vol.ll, (September 6, 1946), p.508,

A brief evalustion of the essays Dickens, Dali
and Others 1s here presented,

Hopkinson, Tom, "Animal Farm," World Review,
(June, 1950), pp.5L-T7.

Three levels of approach to Animal Farm are here
presented, First, the animals attain unity by the command-
ments, Secondly, the open violence between Napoleon and
Snowball are presented, Thirdly, the animels to their cha-
grin find out that victories over humen enemies bring no
better conditions.

, "Correspondence," Twentieth Century,
Vol,155, (Merch, 1954), pp.237-8.

Mr, John Wain previously brought charges against
Hopkinson's pamphlet stating that he dealt only with
Orwell's novels and devoted less than a page to his three
volumes of essays. Hopkinson explained that he was trying
to give a balanced survey and not a post-mortem advertise-
ment,

, "Correspondence," Twentieth Century,
Vol,157, (June, 1955)’ PP.596=7.
Tan Willison criticized Hopkinson for saying that
Orwell was weak in his treatment of personal relsastionship,
Hopkinson answered that he had seen the outline of the novel
that Orwell did not live to write but which his wife showed
to him with exactly the same comments about the weakness of
human relationship,

, "George Orwell," New Statesmen end
Nation, Vol,[6, (August 29, 1953), p.23lL.

This letter is an answer to Mayne's attack of the
previous week, Hopkinson answered that he did not say
Orwell's Animal Farm was charming but that it was his finest
book,

Howe, Irving, "George Orwell's Novels," Nation,
Vol.170, (Februery lL, 1950), p.110,

Burmese Days is compared with Forster's A Passage
to India. Down and Out the critic considers best after
Animel Farm and Nineteen Elghty=-Four.
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Howe, Irving, "Orwell: History as Nightmare,"
American Scholar, Vol,25, (Spring, 1956), pp.193=207.

Howe relses several objections in regard to Nine~
teen Eighty-Four, Some of them he justifies and others he
leaves unsolved,

Kennedy, John S, "Fiction in Focus," The Sign,
(JuIY. 19,4-9) ’ Po59.

Given the present state of the world and the
social and political tendencies of the time, Nineteen
Eighty-Four may be considered prophetic in the tenants of
Kennedy in thils review.

Ker, Robert, "Nineteen Eighty-Four," Spectator,
Vol.182, (June 17, 1949), p.834.

According to Ker, satire should shock and surprise
eand Nineteen Eighty-Four does not do either. The eplsodes
which are brought out are not new,

Krutch, J.W. "Way of the Modern," Saturday Review,
Vol.36, (April 25, 1953), p.l1l9.

The article 1s a review on Such, Such Were the
Joys. Mr, Krutch considers Orwell as a spokesman par
excellence for the doomed generation.

Levin, Henry, "Lower Criticism," New Republiec,
Vol.1lll, (May 6, 1946), p.665,

The author mekes general statements on the criti-
cal essays found in Dickens, Dall and Others, He could not
see why Orwell defended Wodehouse and accused Yeats of
Fascism,

Matthews, Herbert L. "Homage to Orwell," Nation,
Vol.,175, (December 27, 1952), Pp«597-9.

The suthor contends that anyone reading Homage to
Catalonia for its literary value will have a rewerding
experlence, but reading it as history he will be either mis-
led or confused,

Mayberry, George, "Orwell in Spain," New Republic,
V010126, (June 23, 1952)’ P.21.

Mayberry praises Homage to Catalonia in so far as
description of trenches and general warfare is concerned,
but considers the politics of the book its mein weakness,

Mayne, Richard, "George Orwell," New Statesman
and Nation, Vol.l46, (August 22, 1953), p.209.
Mayne found fault with Hopkinson for deploring
Nineteen Eighty-Four as a sick man's fantasy.
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Miller, Cecil, "Orwell and Literature," American
Scholar, Vol.26, (Winter 1956-1957), p.209.

The article is a reply to a previous evaluation
of Nineteen Eighty-Four by Irving Howe, Miller discredits
Howe's assumptions,

Muggeridge, Malcolm, "Burmese Days," World Review,
(June, 1950), pp.45-8.

Muggeridge was teaching in an Indian €ollege in
Travancore and its community was similar to Kyauktada. He
sald that Orwell's picture is tremendously exaggerated,

Nicolson, Harold, "Mr. Orwell's Catalogue of
Merégs and Defects," Spectator, Vol.179, (Aug. 29, '47),
pP.268,

The pamphlet The English People is evaluated in
this article. The author does not agree with eall of
Orwell's particular definitionse.

"The Orwell Reader," New Yorker, Vol.32,
(November 3, 1956), p.2l1l.

The critic lists the solutions found in The
Orwell Reader, The items chosen demonstrate the "reporter"
part of Orwell,

"0 Tempore! O Mores," Time, Vol.47, (May 20, 'ii6),

p.92.
The essence of each essay found in Dickens, Dalil
and Others is brought out in this review,

"Partisan Review Award," Partisan Review, Vol,1l6,
(October, 1949), pPp.967-8.

The editors of Partisan Revlew announced their
first annual Partisan Review Award of one thousand dollars
for a significant contribution to literature. The recipient
of this particular year was George Orwell.

Pickrel, Peaul, "Outstanding Novels," Yale Review,
Vol.39, (Autumn, 1949), p.1l89,

Pickrel believes that Nineteen Elghty-Four was
accepted enthusiastically because human nature delights in
being scared. He pries the question: does it flatter our
ego to suppose that we are the last to walk upon this beach
before the inundating waves?

Pritchett, V.S. "Animel Farm and Nineteen Eighty-
Four," New Statesman, Vol.,46, (August 15, 1953), pp.183-L.

Pritchett makes & comparison of Koestler's
Darkness at Noon and Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four,
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Pritchett, V.S. "A Clergyman's Daughter,"
Spectator, Vol.l54, (March 22, 1935), p.504.

The summary of this novel is given, Orwell's
satire is a whip for vicarages; he 1s out to make the flesh
of vicars' daughters creep and to show the sheltered middle-
class women that only a small turn of the wheel of fortune
is needed for them to be thrown helpless among the dregs of
society.

"Nineteen Eighty-Four," New Statesman
and Nation, Vol.37, (June 18, 1949), p.6L4b6.
The article is an evaluation of Nineteen Eighty-

Four with emphasis on doublethink and newspesk,

, "A Pamphleteer," New Statesman and
Nation, Vol.L[O, (October 28, 1950), p.308,

The book of essays entitled Shooting an Elephant
is evaluated in this article. The three that Pritchett con-
siders excellent are "Shooting an Elephent," "A Henging,"
end "How the Poor Die," which is a description of his
eppalling experience in the public ward of a Parisian hos-
pital.

» "The Rebel," New Statesman and Nation,

Vol.31, (February 16, 1946), p.l2l.
Critical Essays are evaluated in this article,

Stress is lald on the essays about Wodehouse and Kipling.,

Purcell, Victor, "George Orwell," New Statesman
and Nation, Vol.i6, (August 22, 1953), p.209,
Purcell's maln contention 1s that neither Hopkin-
son nor Pritchett 1s especially interested 1n Orwell as a
novellst of West-East relationse.

Rahv, Philip, "The Unfuture of Utopia," Partisan
Review, Vol.16, (July, 1945), pp.743-9.

This is an excellent interpretation of Nineteen
Eighty-Four including a comparison of that novel with
Koestler's barkness at Noon,

Raymond John, "The Barrack-Room Lawyer," New
Statesman, Vol.52, (September 15, 1956), p.31lL.

Raymond preaeises Hollis' analysis of the novels
and essays but finds fault with him for trying to meke
Orwell a natural Christian,
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Read, Herbert, "Nineteen Eighty-Four," World
Review, (June, 1950), pp.58=9,

The critic claims that there is a direct compari-
son between The Road to Wigan Pler and Defose's Journal of
the Plague Year, and an indirect comparison between Nineteen
Eighty-Four and Robinson Crusoce, His statements are not
substantiated by facts,

Ridenour, Louis M. "Allegory with Goose Pimples,"
Saturday Review, Vol.29, (August 2l, 1946), p.lO,

The double purpose of Animal Farm according to
Ridenour is to amuse by transposing human actions aend atti-
tudes into the antics of animals and to satirize the
Communist state.

Rieff, Philip, "George Orwell and the Post-liberal
Imagination," Kenyon Review, Vol.16, (1954), pp.49-70.

Pirst he compares the work of Orwell to that of
Simone Weil's The Need for Roots from the point of view of
liberalism, The greater part of the work refers to poverty
and Mr, Miller., Both Miller and Orwell were down and out.
The main characters in Orwell's books fight against the
world, the established order, but at the end they succumb
to ito

Rolo, Charles, "The Excellence of Orwell,"
Atlentic, Vol,185, (March, 1950), p.78.

Orwell's style 1s eppraised in Burmese Days,
Coming Up for Air, and Down and Out in Parlis and London.

, "Newspeak and Doublethink," Atlantic,

Vol.184, (July, 1949), p.83.
The two elements of "Newspeak" and "Doublethink"

are stressed in this review,.

"Portraits and Essays," Atlantic,
Vol.191, (March, 1953), p.B2.
Such, Such Were the Joys 1s evaluated in this
erticle, The best essays are summed up., The intellectusal

honesty of the author is appraised.

Rosenfeld, Isaac, "A Barnyerd History," Nation,

Vol.163, (September 7, 19&6), P.273.
The critlic feels that the book should have been

published years before,
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Rosenfeld, Isaac, "Decency and Death," Partisan
Review, Vol.17, (May, 1950), pp.51L-8. —

The journallstic style of Orwell was commented on,
The books that reveal that style are Down and Out in Paris
and London, Coming Up for Air, end Burmese Dazg. The critic
compares Dostoevsky's Ippolit in the Idiot to Smith in
Nineteen Eighty-Four,

Rovere, Richard H, "George Orwell," New Republic,
Vol.1l35, (September 10, 1956), pp.ll-5,

This article is a reprint of the introduction to
The Orwell Reader which Rovere edited, It is an over all
eppreciation of the works of Orwell including comments on
style and characterization,

Russell, Bertrand, "George Orwell," World Review,
(June, 1950), pp.3=7.

Animal Farm is deftly compared to Swift's
Gulliver's Travels,

Scott, J.D. "Orwell," Spectator, Vol,1l91,
(August 26, 1953), p.224.

Hopkinson's pamphlet on George Orwell is evaluated
in this article., Mr. Scott considers Coming Up for Air
Orwell's finest book while Hopkinson maintains that Animal
Farm is the finest.

Sesger, Allsn, "Casting Out the Tory," Nation,
Vol,.181, (November 5, 1955), pp.396-7.

Atkin's George Orwell, a Literary Study and
Brander's George Orwell are evaluated in thls article,

Siepmann, E.0. "Farewell to Orwell," Nineteenth
Century, Vol.l}7, (March, 1950), pp.1ljl-7.

Animal Farm is considered as a work of love and
Nineteen Eighty-lour as the work of despair. Slepmann seid
that Communism offers to teke care of the disinherited of
the world, not only in its own country.

Smith, W.D. "George Orwell," Contemporery Review,
Vol.189, (May, 1956), pp.263-6.
Smith considers Orwell as &a rebel and a pessimist,

Sosken, William, "What Cen Be Done?" Saturday
Review, Vol.32, (June 11, 1949), p.l1l2,

Nineteen Eighty~Four 1s reviewed in this article.
The critic polnts out that power is a disease of todey's
world for which there is no cure.
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Soule, George, "Orwell's Fables," New Republic,
Vol.11l5, (8eptember 2, 1946), p.266.

My humble opinion is that this critic thoroughly
misunderstood the message behind Animal Farm, He cealled it
a dull book, He sald it lacked clarity. He took Napoleon
for Lenin, He could not see why Boxer was slaughtered and
what part of Soviet history corresponded with the novel.
He concluded that Orwell should try agein, and this time on
something nearer home.,

Spender, Stephen, "Homage to Catalonia,'" World
Review, (June, 1950), pp.51-4.

Spender conslders Orwell's condemnation of the
methods used to suppress the P.0.U.M. as one of the most
serious indictments of Communism which he has written,

» "One Man's Conscience,” New Republic,
Vol.128, (March 16, 1953), p.18.
Spender points out the resemblance of the world
of Orwell's preparatory school to that of Nineteen Eighty-
Four, He also brings out Orwell's plea that a writer have
two compartments: the artist who recognizes objective truth,
and the political partisan,

Stern, James, "Homage to George Orwell," New
Republic, Vol.1l22, (February 20, 1950), pp.18-9.

The Etonian background made it possible for
Orwell to write works like Burmese Days, Coming Up for Air,
and Down and Out in Paris and London.

"The Strange World of Nineteen Eighty-Four," Life,
(July 4, 1949), pp.78-85. —

The reviewer analyzes Nineteen Eighty-Four and
uses a number of excerpts to prove his point. The 1llustra-
tions by Abner Dean vividly bring to mind the different
aspects of the novel.

"Such, Such Were the Joys," New Yorker, Vol,29,
(March 7, 1953), p.l07.

The article 1s an evaluation of the essays. The
honesty of the writer 1s commended,

Sykes, Christopher, "An Enigmatical Genius,"
New Republic, Vol.123, (December l, 1950), p.20.

Shooting en Elephent is evaluated in this articls,
Sykes, a British novelist, compares Orwell to Hamlet in a
sense that he was able to see both sides of many questions
with equal and therefore puzzling sympathy.
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Sypher, Wylie, “The Free Intelligence," Nation,
Vol.1l62, (May 25, 1946), p.630.

With Dickens Orwell belongs to a Nineteenth
Century tradition of "free intelligence." The author proves
that by bringing out the various essays included in Dickens,
Dall and Others.

"Thirty-five Years Hence," Life, (July L, 1949),

In this editoriel the writer polnts out that al-
though this book will be understandable in Germany, Italy,
Englend, and behind the iron curtain if it ever gets there,
yet in our own country there are tendencies which are not
to be overlooked.

Tigner, Hugh Stevenson, "Utopia in Reverse,”
Christian Century, Vol.66, (September 7, 1949), p.l042.

The stress in this article is on the satirical
method used in Nineteen Eighty-Four,

Trilling, Disna, "Fiction in Review," Nation,
Vol,168, (June 25, 1949), p.716.

The critic said of Nineteen Eighty-Four that "The
nature of its fantasy 1s so absolutely final and relentless
that I can recommend it only with a certain reservation,"

Trilling, Lionel, "George Orwell and the Politics
of Truth; Portralt of the Intellectual as a Man of Virtue,"
Commentary, Vol.l3, (March, 1952), pp.218-27.

The above mentioned article is Trilling's intro-
duction to Orwell's Homage to Catalonia,

, "Orwell on the Future," New Yorker,
Vol.25, (June 18, 1949), pp.78-83.
Nineteen Eighty-Four 1s evaluated in this article
with special emphasls on power as the heart and essence of
this book.

"Was Orwell Shrewd...." Nation, vol.l76,

(January 2, 19537, p.68.

Herbert L. Matthews attacked Trilling's introduc-
tion to Homage to Catalonla., This article is Trilling's
replye.

Turner, W.J. "How It Happened," Spectator,
V010175, (AuguSt 17: 19“—5)9 p01560

Turner sald that Stalin could have read this
terrible Indictment with a smile and a clear conscience for
the Russian Revolution was not the complete deception
Orwell presented 1t to be in Animal Farm,
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Vaughan, Richard, "The Clergyman's Daughter,"
New Republic, Vol.89, (December 30, 1936), p.282.

In this book Orwell has given us two very extreme
pictures: the worst type of an English clergyman and the
lowest depths of slum squalor, both are entirely authentic
extremes and by no means rare,

Voorhees, Richard J. "George Orwell: Rebellion and
Responsibility," South Atlentic Quarterly, Vol.53,
(October, 195&), PP.556-65,

The artlcle 1s an appralsal of Orwell's novels,
The stress is more on individual responsibility than on
rebellion,

, "Orwell's Secular Crusade,” Commonwesl,
Vol.61l, (Jenuary 28, 1955), pp.uLsd-5l.

The critic's thesis is that Orwell had a concern
for the common men and had a temperamental affinity with
him,

Wadsworth, F.W. "Orwell as a Novelist; the Early
Work," University of Ksnsas City Review, Vol,.22,
(December, 1955), pp.93-9.

Burmese Days is analyzed according to character
and setting.

, "Orwell as a Novelist: the Middle
Period," University of Kansas City Review, Vol,22,
(March, 1956}, pp.189-9i.
Keep the Aspidistra Flying and Coming Up for Air
are reviewed In this issue,

"Orwell's Later Work," University of
Kansas City Review, Vol.22, (June, 1956), pp.285-90.
Animal Farm and Nineteen Eilghty-Four are analyzed
in this article. His main issue is that the characters are
not developed from within,

Wain, J. "Correspondence,'" Twentieth Century,
Vol.155, (March, 195L), pp.235-6.

Wein apologized to Hopkinson for attacking him in
print, yet he clung to his statement that Hopkinson did not
review Orwell thoroughly in the pamphlet and that the three
volumes of essays which are Orwell's best works received
less than a page of evaluation.

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA .. SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES




UNIVERSITE DOTTAWA - ECOLE DES GRADUES

BIBLIOGRAPHY 208

Wain, J. "Orwell," Spectator, Vol,193,
(November 19, 1954), p.630,.

Wain feels that Brander's book on Orwell consists
only of the summaries of the plots and arguments of the
essays with liberal quotations and a few routine comments,
Mr, Brander's real aim might have been to get the book
translated into Turkish or Korean and use it to spread the
knowledge of Orwell's work and doctrines among the peoples
of those countries,

Weaver, Richard, "Shooting an Elephant,"

Commonweal, Vol.53, (December 22, 1950), p.283.
The essays are classified into three categoriles:

the modern spirit, humanity, and Eighteenth Century
essayists,

» "Turning New Leaves," Canadian Forum,

Vol.29, (August, 1949), p.1l1l7.

The critic considers Nineteen Eighty-Four as a

logical conclusion of tendencles now aggressively at work
in the world,

Webster, H.C. "Looking Forwards," Saturday Review,
Vol.38, (October 15, 1955), p.21.

Thls article In addition to being a review of
Atkin's and Brander's books on Orwell, 1s also a plea for
the reading of Orwell's less popular books which deserve to
be read for their many good passages,

Weeks, Edward, "With the Edge of a Razor,"

Atlantlc, Vol,178, (September, 1946), p.1l42,.
Weeks catalogues the main historical facts of

Russia as depicted in the allegory of Animal Farm,

West, Anthony, "Books: Hidden Damage," New Yorker,
Vol,31, (January 28, 1956), pp.98-10L.

Poverty as portrayed in several of Orwell's works
is dealt with in this article., A parallel study of Nineteen
Eighty~-Four and Such, Such Were the Joys is made,

,» "Nineteen Eighty-Four," New Yorker,

(January 28, 1956), p.l1l03.

Mr, West argues that Airstrip One, the setting of
Nineteen Elghty-Four 1s actually a paranoiac version of
Orwell's preparatory school., A string of parallels, culmi-
nating in the bracketing of the headmaster's study with
Room 101 in the Minlistry of Love, suggests that Orwell's
unconscious purpose was to send everybody in England to an
enormous Crossgates to be as miserable as he had been.
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"Where the Rainbow Ends," Time, Vol.53,
(June 20, 1949), pPp.62~L.

The tragic love element of the story, the abso-
lutely super states, and Big Brother are dealt with in this
review,

Williams, Orville, "Dwight MacDonald: Another
Orwell?" America, (May 17, 1958), pp.224-6.

A comparison of the two writers as to thelr
beliefs, l1deas, and journalistic work 1s made,

Willis, K.T, "George Orwell," Library Journsal,
Vol.71l, (August, 19&6), P.1048,

Orwell's theme in Animal Ferm is that dictsatorship
i1s evil and that tyranny follows,

"George Orwell," Library Journal,

VOlo?LI-’ (J I I9L|-9)s P. 8920
Reading Nineteen Eighty-Four 1s almost as intense

an experience as the first reading of a great Russlan novel,

"George Orwell," Library Journal,

Vole77, (May 15, T952), p.89l.
The reviewer considers Orwell's Homage to
Catalonia a classic in its interpretation of totallitarianism

and its appreciatlion of men at war,

Willison, Ian, "Orwell's Bad Good Books,"
Twentieth Century, Vol.,l157, (April, 1955), pPpe.354-66,

The article 1s a consideration of Orwell's
Animal Farm, Nineteen Eighty-Four, and The Road to Wigan
Pier,

Wilson, Edmund, "George Orwell's Animal Farm,'
New Yorker, Vol,22, (September 7, 1946), pp.89-90.
Wilson describes Animal Farm as a satirical
animal fable about the progress = or backsliding = of the
Russian Revolution.

’ "George Orwell's Cricketing Burglar,"

New Yorker, Vol.22, (May 25, 1946), pp.82-l.
The style and subject matter of Dickens, Dali end
Others are brought out in this lssue,

» "Grade A Essays: Orwell, Sartre, and
Highet," New Yorker, Vo&.,26, (January 13, 1951), p.76.
In Shooting an Elephant Orwell 1s interested in
scrutinizing his own motives and deducting social implica-
tions,.
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Wilson, H.N., "Essays by Orwell," Nation, Vol,176,
(April 25, 1953), p.352.

Such, Such Were the Joys 1s reviewed in this
article with special emphasis on the title essay.

Woodcock, G. "Five Who Fear the Future," New
Republic, Vol,1l3l, (April 16, 1956), Pp.l7-9.

The five who fear the future, Woodcock divides
into two categories: the anti-Utoplans Huxley end Orwell,
and ex~Utopians Wells and Shaw in the recent past and
Koestler 1n our own day.

Newspaper articles:

Ames, Alfred, "Orwell's Delayed Story of a
Communist Betrayal,”" Chicago Sunday Tribune, (May 18, 1952),

Pe3e

The critic regrets that Homage to Catalonia has
not been published earlier in the United States because it
would have helped to create a sound foundation for anti-
Communism a&s his Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four did,

Breit, Harvey, "Moving Up with George Orwell,"
New York Times, (January 22, 1950), p.4.

The occasion of this review is the reissuing of
three works of Orwell: Coming Up for Alr, Burmese Days, and
Down and Out in Parlis and London.

"Burmese Days," Boston Transcript, (December 1,
1934), pe3.

The author contends that the title of this book is
unintentionally deceptives To a tourist it brings visions
of langorous tropical loveliness, the sound of tinkling
pagoda bells, and the gleam of sluggish rivers,

Clark, John Abbot, "More Orwell: He Fought Up to
the Very Last,”" Chicago Sunday Tribune, (December 10, 1950),

P.2e

This is a review of Shooting an Elephant with
speclal emphasis on the following essays: MLear, Tolstoy
and the Fool," "Politics and the English Langusge," and "The
Prevention of Literature,"

Davis, Robert, "Forms of Popular Art," New York
Times, (May 19, 1946), pel.

Davis finds Orwell's positive political program a
little hard to make out and finds in him some of the nega-
tions and evasions that Orwell criticized in others.,
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"George Orwell, Author, L6, Dead," New York Times,
(January 22, 1950), p.l.
As the title indicates the article 1s an obituery
wherein the blographical data, as well as, the literary
career of George Orwell is neatly summed up,

"The Growth of a Writer," Times (London) Literary
Supplement, (October 20, 1950), p.656.

Each essay from Shooting an Elephant is accompanied
by a brief appraisel,

Guilfoil, Kilsey, "Three Early Orwell Tales Are
Exhumed," Chicago Sunday Tribune, (January 22, 1950), p.l.

The critic feels that only Burmese Days was worthy
of being republished, Coming Up for Air reads like & mono-
logue in which the author is talking to himself rather to an
audience, It is dull inspite of the fact that Orwell views
the damage done to mankind by the encroachment of industrial
revolution on the simple pleasures and pastimes of former
days, Down and Out contains many sociologiceal detalls about
the hotel and restaurant kitchens in which he worked, and the
life of & tramp in England,

Hicks, Granville, "George Orwell in Spain: the
Story of an Idealist Who Fought a Lost Cause, But Who Never
Lost Faith in Menkind," New York Times, (May 18, 1952), p.l.

Hicks weaves several other authors who fought in
Spain and were disillusioned: Malraux, Koestler, Hemingway,
and Dos Passos.

Hilton, James, "George Orwell: the Sources of His
Savage Satire," New York Herald Tribune, (January 22, 1950),
Psle

The subtitle for Down and Out might have been
"A Rage to Die" (with apologies to Mr, O'Hara), The London
pert of the book 1s no more impressive than the facts and
figures in Charles Booth's "Life and Labor of the People.”
The source for Burmese Days probably was Forster's Passage
to India. Coming Up for Air cen be traced to Well's and
John Strachey's Digeing for Mrs, Miller,

, "The Last Work of Orwell Reveals Orwell

Himself," New York Herald Tribune, (December 3, 1950), p.9.

Orwell is the modern hero who knows he 1s not one

and will bend over backward to deprive you of any chance to
idealize him,
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Hilton, James, "Mr., Orwell's Nightmare of Toteali-
terianism," New York Herald Tribune, (June 12, 1949), p.3.

After summerizing the main issues of Nineteen
Eighty-Four Hilton stated that the spying, debasement of
word-currency, the spread of slogans, thought avoidance,
regimentation of children, and the debauching of history -
all these symptoms have been seen in one country or another
during our own genersation. Orwell has not lnvented too
much; mostly he has orchestrated tunes already heard.

, "Orwell, Acute and Fearless as He
Observed the World of His Time," New York Herald Tribune,
(March 1, 1953), p.3.
Such, Such Were the Joys is the subject of this
review, The critic brings out the autoblographicel element,
the epigram, and quotes a statement from Orwell and Heming-
way which shows the two men as having the same credos,

Marsh, Fred, "Sahibs in Burma," New York Times,
(OCtOber 28, 193)-]-), PeTe

To the summary of the theme the author adds a
sentence or two on the style of Burmese Days namely that
Orwell handles with distinction that traditional English
prose which is no less effective in conveying its meaning,
even its messages, because of his ironic wit,

"Mr, Orwell's Essays," Manchester Guardiean,
(February 20, 1946), p.3.

The critic considers Dali, Raffles, and Wodehouse
as ephemeral essays and regrets that the essays about Yeats,
Dickens, and Kipling were not longer,

"Power and Corruption," Times (London) Literary
Supplement, (June 10, 1949), p.380.

The critic shows Orwell's journey of the mind
from Burmese Days to Nineteen Eighty-Four by way of Catalo-
nia and Wigan, He also brings about the distinction between
novelists who are interested primerily in the emotionsal
element of their cheracters and novelists for whom charac-
ters are interesting chiefly as a means of conveying ideas
gsbout life and societye.

Schlesinger, Arthur, "Mr, Orwell and the Commu-
nists," New York Times, (August 25, 1946), p.l.

The critic stated that Orwell has been associated
with the left wing of the Labor Party which regarded Bevan
as 1ts leader and the Tribune as 1ts organ., The apprecila-
tion of the precision and bite of the satire of Animal Farm
increases with the knowledge of events in Russisa,
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Schorer, Mark, "An Indignant and Prophetic Novel,"
New York Times, (June 12, 1949), p.l.

The reviewer analyzes Nineteen Eighty-Four from
the political, physical, and geographlical polnt of view.

Southron, Jane, "A Biting Satire on England Small-
Town Life," New York Times, (August 9, 1936), p.be.

The critic found The Clergyman's Daughter a better
satire than Burmese Days and Down and Out in Paris and
London,

Spender, Stephen, "A Measure of Orwell," New York
Times, (October 29, 1950), Delie

The integrity of Orwell is brought out in thils
article, Orwell takes little or nothing from anyone else
in his writing. As a result there are advantages and dis-
advantages,

"A Wandering Mailden," Boston Transcript,
(August 15, 1936), p.3.

Thils article is a synopsis of A Clergyman's
Daughter and the critic gives a comment on Orwell saying
that he is an admirable portrayer of conditions in contempo-
rary England,

Wolfe, Bertram, "What Orwell Saw in Spain Before
He Wrote Nineteen Eighty-Four," New York Herald Tribune,
(May 18, 1952), PeT»

Wolfe sces a direct line of connection between
Homage to Catalonia and the novel which established Orwell's
reputation Nineteen Eighty~Four, It was in Spain that he
received the first glimpses of "Newthink" and "Newspeak,"
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