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INTRODUCTION

»

Most of the literature dealing with the historical
d6velopmeht-of verbal aspect agfees that aspect did exist
in the 0la Chu;ch Slavonic and 014 East Slavic texts, in ’

—

at least some stage of completion. However, based on the

study of imperfect and aorist verb forms occurring in the

Povest' Vremennvkh Let , I hayg come to the conclusion that

aspect as sucﬁ was not vet evident. My position is basi-

callylthat the valﬁes; which in.the literature are called

aspectual, are in fact combinations of the "determinate-

indeterminate category and tense, and that aspect is.a

lé;er binéry structure encompassing both of these categories.
This posiéion i1s advantageous according to the law

of parsimony in that it simplifies many more complex theories,

and does not, on the other hand, aﬁbéar to be cogtradipted by

- \‘-..
data introduced by other text analyses. An analysis of the

Povest' shows that a bipary oprosition, calléd"aétqrminate-
indegégh@naté;-does structure the verbal system, and that
tense %igge is s?rigtly defined by this opposition. Thi
categoiy; which erncompasses the verbs of motion, was factor
_in the deyeiopment of verballaspect. Sincé:aspect combines
the vaiueslof this category and tense,'aspect cannot bhe

seen in this text as an independent or perfeétly realizié

grammatical caﬁegory, structuring the entire verbal gystem.

-

The advantage of this approach, therefore, lies in the fact



. \\ .
INTRODUCTION Towvi

that as a ggsériptive tool it posits only two eléﬁénts: E
the determigatefindeterminate category and tense: Ana that
it offe%s as a cofoliary an explanation of the developﬁent
of.verbal aspect.

. . The problem of the development of verbal 3spect has
been a verv complicated one. Literature on the subject
deals with the interplay of four basic categories: the-
perfective and imperfective aspects, the aorist and imper-
fect tenses, the determinaté:indeterminate category of the
verbs of motion, and an earlier I.E. determinate:indeterminate
category.

I have accepted from the literature that the original
category was <the determinate:indeterminate category, which
Qas common to.all I.E. languages, Slavic and non~Slavic. The

) modern determinate:indetéfhinate category of the verbs of
motion is seen as a remnant of this original opposition.

- The present study contradicts literature which assesses
the stages ofﬁaspect development according to'the cqrrespdn-
dence orf lack of correspondence between tense and aspect.

This study demoﬁstrates.g correspondence between
the determinate ® indeterminate category and tense, but
instead of imposing-'a binary grammatical structure over the

‘system which existed, it will suggest that it was the very
synthesis of tﬁese elements through normalization aﬂé

simplification which should be seen as aspectualization.
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This approach, which shifts the entire process of aspectu-
N - v .

alization into a later'period, offers a solution to some of

the problems which result from prematurely forcing the aspect

system to come to terms with these other categories.



CHAPTER I

THE DISCUSSION

l. Argument
—_—a -

T?Fs study is based on the assumption that verbal
aspect as such did not exist in the language reflected in

. the Povest' Vremennvkh Let'. Instead, the system was struc-

tured by the older indeterminate:aeterminate category and
tense and, further, aspectual value is a ;ggginatlon of the
.values of the 1ndeterm1nate determlnate category plus the \\\
imperfect and aorigt tenses. Aspect, therefore, is not a
binary grammatical category structuring the'entire verbal
system of tﬁe/?ovest'. : ' //‘——\\

The thesis is based on the fact of polarization of
tense use relative to the determinate and indeterminate stems
in the ?ovest'. The discussion will demonstrate that (ex-
cluding thé wverbs of motion) the indeterminate stem was used
with the imperfect tense, and the determinate stem was used
with the aorist tense; and exceptzgg;\ithe determlnate 1mpe£:
fect and lndetermln;te aorist forms) are special uses, and
therefore predictable. A

I would suggest that the Polarized combinations of
indeterminate Plus impexfect and determinate plus aorist

constitutem::gundancies and that, therefore, during the pro-

cess of simp¥ification to a binary grammatical structure
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(aspect), the tense endings normalized with the -.1 ending.
This does not mean that the morphblogical Galﬁe of the :
imperféct and aorist tenses was lost, or'that-the morphologi-
cal- value of "perfect" was borrowed. On tﬁe contrary, both
the aorist and imperfect tense values were retgined. There-
fore, aspecfual value appeérs in the verbs_of the Povest'
only as combinations of tense aﬂﬁ stem values, e.g., the-
combination‘of déterminate stem plus acrist tense correspgnds
to the perfective aspect:; and the combination of indeterminate
stem plus imperfect tenée corresponds to the imperfective |
aspect.

The verbs of motion, however, did not demonstrate
a polarized use of tense,ri.e.; the unprefiggq verbs of

motion occur in both tenses. Thus, during the process of

aspectualization, the determinate and indeterminate stems

did not combine with the aorist‘and imperfect tenses to be-

come perfective. and imperfective, and the verbs of motion

preserved the old determinate:indeterminate category.

- -
2. The Determinate:Endeterminate Categorv ) \\\

N /. -
F

. Many scholars have agreed that the perfective: .
imperfective dist;pctiop developed from an‘original I.E.
determinate:indeterminate categorv. N. Van Wijk (1929)
agrees with A. Meillet (1922) that the determinate:indeter—

minate\opgbsition characterized not only thHe verbs of motion,

\
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but encompassed the entire system. According to Van lek,
at the time of the formation of the new preterites, it still &
occupied its dominant Place in the verbal system. -C. G.
Regnell (1944) also describes the formation of aséect as the
historical continuation of the I.E. determinate:indeterminate
Category, and includes verbs other than the’ verbs of motion
in this categorv. | . - ~
According to V. V. Borodich (1951, 1954) also, the
determinate:indeterminate (opredelennvv-neopredelennyy) was
the initial opposrtlon in all I.E. languages, and was
characterlstlc of the Slavic verbs in generdl. However,
unlike Van Wijk, who defines determinate action as simple
action leading directly to an'end, and indetermiaata action.
as action composed’ of many acts, or as extended or repeated,
Borodich suggests that the original determinate:indeterminate
relation, which existed in all I.E. languages, was one of
action versus state. 1In S%Ez}c verbs, this opposition was
realized in two subtypes: the opposition of factitive vs.
state (e.g., cdsmry VS, efa 37¢1 ), which was not produc-
tive; and the 59p051t10n of tran51tlon to a state vs. state
{e.9., carasp vs.\?hff # ). The latter developed'into
the determinate:indeterminate category, which was the basic
opposition in Slavie verbs unti; the development of aspect.
Determinacy is characterized as concrete action; and indeter-

minacy as a statal action, capability for action or collectivity.
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Although Yu. S. Maslov (1958, 1959) calls the pre-
aspect opposition terminative:aterminative (predel'nyy :

nepredel'nyy), he also (as Borodich) traces it to earlier

‘Aktionsarten of state and change of state, whigh in the pre-

Slavic peried formed the‘opposition terminativé?aterminative:'
neutral. ) -

Ye. V. Cheshko (1951), in her work on 'the verbs of

" motion in the Codex Zographensis, demonstrated that the

indeterminate and determinate verbs of motion do_not have the

same meaning as in modern Russian. Hocw iy , for example,

.describes the verv act of carrving; it refers more closely

to the phvsical means of carrying out an action.. Thus the

action as abstraction is emphasized, rather than spatial

o

diversity (as in modern indeterminate verbs). The indeter-

‘minate stems expressed action per se, isclated from environ-

mental conditions, while the determinate stem expressed
concrete action, i.e., éctidn in a definite moment of time,
directed to the achievement of-a goal or result. Cheshko
suggests that the opposition absfract:concrete was common to
all verbal stems, not only the verbs of motion, until the
devélopment of aspect. .

Herbert Galton (1976), from fhe‘initial definition

*of Succession as the invariant-function of time, has formu-

lated the essential features of process in time as change vs.

nonchange. This opposition is reflected in the perfective
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and imperfective aspects, such that the perfective aspect is
. . : ~ .
the morphological means fo; pPresenting tepboral succession,

while the imperfectivé aspect presents immﬁpability, a state
_‘%asting uhchanged while other events change. Cdmpletion énd
'duration'are not features of aspect, but onlv of the events
themselves. Derfectlw.tv denotes only a link in succe551on
(the temporal chain), whlle lmperfectlv1tv means that a
state persists desplte the flux of time, and is viewed in
isolétion from it. |

Although Galten is defining essential features of
'aspect, the oppgsition of cﬁange vs. nonchqnge corresponds
to the notion of state vs. transitioﬁ to~State employed bv
Borod%ch when referring to the determinate:indeterminate
category, an@ Maslov when referring to the terminative:
aterminative categorzx\and to Cheshko's definitions of the
verbs of motion in 014 Churc@.Slavonic. The verbal forms
of the Povest' have been described in this present study in
terms of the traditional determinate:indeterminate category,
which I have defined as reference to events vs. reference to /
action per se. This also corresponds to Galton's définitioﬁs
of perfectivity and impe;ﬁectivity as points in succession vs.
immutability.

According to Tine H. Amse-de Jong (1974, pp. 33, 26),
linguists who refer to "aspect" when speaking of non-Slavic
languages are actually referring to the opposition telic:

-~

atelic, which exists in all I.E. languages, including Slavie



THE DISCUSSION 6

and non-Slavic. A telic event is one limited bv natural

limits (termini). It implies a contrast period lying on
either side of tke event period, i.e., on the time line
beyond the termini. aAn atelic event is an event of unlimited
duration. This opposition is also characteristic of the
verbs of motipn, e.g.} the determinate verb mecru is
telic, since it covers the distance A - B in one direction:
xéﬁe coﬂtfast periods are "be in A" and "be in B." M~Mocwruw
is atelic, referring to” carrving without direction, or in
(or from) more than one direction.

In other words, if we subtragt the notion oﬁ duration
(which, according’to Galton'(1976, v. 11) is not an essential
feature of aspect or £he basic time opposition) f£rom Amse-de
Jong's definition of action, the telic:aielic opposition
corresponds to definitions of the basic opposiéion already
discussed (i.e., those of Borodich, Maslov, Cheshko, énd
Galtoﬁ), anéd is similar in meaning to event (;.e., event
bounded by contrast periods) and action per se (i.e., event
withou£ reference to a contrast period), which is the defini-
tion of determinate:indeterminate action used in the present
study.
~ Scholars who oppose the concept that the aspect

system developed fg¢ﬁ the determinate:indeterminate opposition,
which Qas a génerai'category encompassing also the verbs of

motion, point to the fact that the aspect opposition does
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. hot correspond to the'deﬁerminate:indeterminate category of

the vérbs of motion. According to Anéonin Dostal (1963),
fpr exémple, the fact that both weery and wocw7y are
imperfective in modern Russian demons?:gtes the lack of
correspondence between the determinate:indeterminate category
of the verbs of motion and agpect.

Rudolf Ruzicka (1962) discusses the problems of
I. Nemec and Regnell, who found it necessary to place peerw
in a group of semantically unmarked verbs in order to
explain its later imperfective value, and objects that the
very verbs which are the;clearest\representatives of deter-
minacy must thereby be called unmarked. Ruzicka also points
out that it was the fact that determinate verbs did np;'
become perfgctive that led Maslov to define a terminative:
aterminative opposition (realized predominantly through the
pref;;), in order to distinguish it from the verbs of motion.
3 relatéd argument presented b?-RﬁEiéka, demonstrating tﬁat
the aspect system was not inherited from an I.E. opposition,
cénters on the fact that, although the Greek aorist ﬁ.,efxm
and the determinate verb wmecru are éenetically identical
and semantically similar, in this case, since w~ec7u is
imperfective, the verbs are not aspectually equivalent.

An explanation for the lack of corresrondence between
determinate and perfective values is that the stems of the
determinate verbs of motion, as evidenced bv the forms found

in the Povest', entertained a liberated use of the imperfect
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and aorist tenses, and therefore, during the process of
normalization did not retain the value of the aorist tense,

and remained a remnant of the olad system. (It is suggested

.a150°by Van.Wijk (1929, p. 244)“and others that the deter-

m;nate'and indeterminate verbs gf motion_preserved a trait
which was at one time characteristi&-of the slavic verb in
general.)- When the determinate ﬁerb of motion did ocecur in
the aorist tense, however, it possessea a value eéual to
perfectivity. This exrlains how the determinate verb of
motion was equivéleht to the other determinate verbs, and
vet did not like them become perfective. Further, in re- ~
Sponse to the problem presented hy Ruzicka concerning the
comparison of the Greek aorist and the Slavic determinate
verb of motion, it should be said that although ~eceTu ¥
not -imperfective, it is determinate, and it was the determinate:
indeéerminate category which was inherited from the I.E. system.
- It has been suggested that the unprefixed éeterminate
verb of motion in the aérist tense has perfective value
(Cheshko, 1951, p. 304; Regnell, 1944, p. 88; Razicka, 1957,
p. 16; and others)._ This corroborates the view that the
perfective aspect is a combination of the values of the
determinate stem Plus the aorist tense, and means éhat Lae
and gowae are aspectual equivalents-
According to D. G. Huntlgy (1967) , on the 'other hand,

neither . 7. NOX  xo4 w74 expresses the attainment of
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the limit of action, and therefore both are imperfective .

Huntley gives the example: I Bverasi ,ae w~o o (Té) g ro

CBoemy. Cwre me smoy Hascye Crhwrro oy34p¥ 1 ofTe)yé ero
(Ass. poua e ) (Luke '15, 20, Mar. Sav.). He disagrees Wiggﬂg

Van Wijk, who does not find.,a difference between wuaeg and

‘the Assemanianus variation souae , and Huntley suggests’

that the form wae indicates that the action has ﬂot vet
achieqed its goal and is, therefoée, imperfective. I would
suggest; however, that it is the aorist.tense, referring
to the action as discrete, which imposes the limit, and
that sfnce both u#s¢ and ﬂo;Aé: are determinate verbs in the
aorist, theyv have ecquivalent aspectual value. Moreover, in
order to assess whether or not fhe action of the verb has
reached its limits, it 4s necessary to'define the semantic
value of ury .

Jose Johannet (1957), in fact, found that mae ,
as well as referring to a voyage or expedition, can refer
to the pure and simple act of going, without reference to
duration or accompanying circumstances, He found that the
difference between wae and wigsae is not aspectual, but
the difference of a simple verb versus a prefixed verb. He

concluded that this use of nry 1s 2 remnant of pre-aspectual

usage.
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3. The Application of Aspect as a
Binary Svsten

-

I have sﬁggésted that aspect as such, i.e., a binary
grammatical structure encompassing the entire verbal system,
d#d not exist iﬁ the Povest', although combinations such as
~determinage-plus—aorist (a discrete act in past time},
indeterminate-plus-imperfect {action per se as process).,
correspond to modgrn aspectual values. On the contrary, the
system was charac;erized Sﬁ the interplay of ;w5 separate
categories, i.e., the determinate:indetérminate category and
tense. The determinate imperfect form, which expressed
repeated discrete action, and the indeterminate aorist form,
which expressed action per se with a specific time period,
did not reéresent arbitrarv use éf tense, but were character-
ized by specific functions of the imperfect and aorist
tenses, and did not contraéict the law of indeterminate-plus-
imperfect and determinate-plus-aorist. During the process
of simplification (aspectualization) of the verbal system,
these hybrids fell together with the determinate or indeter-
mihate forms.

Although the evidence of +he Povest' i§ not a
sufficient basis for the formulation of a theory concerning
the actual process of aspectualization, the many later

variations of the determinate imperfect as indeterminate

imperfect, such as BeinazAure , the Academy and Radziwill

A o)

‘\,
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varigtion of the original Bzfﬁﬁszaé_ on page 214t6f‘the
text (see Galton, 1976, p. 181); the'modern perfective.
-Galue of the determinate aorist verb of %otion ( wae
became rsoweq ); and the mddern perfecﬁive value of the
indeterminate aorist ( crora became }ocroJA ) constitute

a partial indication at least,.that during thé ?focess of
aspectualization thg stem was cond%tionea by tﬁg regressive
action of the terise, iﬂg., the determinate stgﬁ of Se/naPiAwe
became indeterminate, -and the stems of iac énd crora |,
by means of the prefix go-, clearly indicate conservation
of the value of the aorist tense. '

The main poiﬁt, howeveé, and the one which is.essen—
tial to the thesis, is that aspect is a combination of these
values, i.e., both stem and tense, and therefore.one cannot
impose aspectual value entirely on one or éhe other; and
secondly, that assect as a hnivérsal binary.grammatical
system was not vet evident. -

Some scholars see aspectualization as the subordina-
tion of tense and stem to aspect. According to Antonin
Dostal (1963), for example, aspect existed as a remarkably
well developed system in the 014 Church Slavonic, encompassing
98.percent of the verbs. He found that the imperfect tense
was used with imperfective aspéct 98 percent of the time, but

that the aorist is used with both perfective and imperfective

verbs.
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T. P. Lomtev (1§28) also imposed a binary structure
on the wverbal system. Because forms suéﬁ as ympAwe and
FECT punsxy (the imperfect tense Withdperfective stem)
would be iﬂcompatible, he concluded that the-verb-is not vet
perfective, and that therefore the prefix dées not perfec-
tivize. This means that the aspeét-value (i.&., process vs.
completed action) was car;;ed by the-imperfect and aorist
tense until the prefix g;;an to perfectivize, and then the
aspect value was carried by the stem. At this point, con-
tradictions in the tense and stem led to the loss of incom-
pvatible tensg endings. Lomtev assessﬁs the stage of develop-
ment as the extent to which the arbigigry use'of tense is
lost; e.g., he found that in the'chroéigles, the process
whereby the aorist tense is lost from the?fﬁperfective verb-is
evident, but the process whereby the imperfect tense is
lost %rom the perfective verb has gone even further.-

2s Dostal, Lomtev assesses aspect as the degree to
which tense ané stem are subordinated to an imposed binarv
structure. But, in*fact, in the Povest', apart from the
verbs of motion, there is no evidence of a liberated use of
tense. ~

Borodich (1951, 1954), as Lomtev, explained the
process of aspectualization in—terms of the collision and

confusion of stem and tense ending and the shifting of

aspectual meaning between stem and ending. According to



THE DISCUSSION ‘ 13

-

Eorodich, the primary meaning of the aorist and imperfect
tense was not perfectivity and imperfectivity, but‘deter*
minac& ané indeterminacy (concrete vs. collective action).
Originally, the imperfect was formed only from the indeter-
minate verb and the aorist from the determinate. Later, the
imperfect tense was used with all stems and developed fhe
meaning of duration (imperfectivity), while the aorist'of
prefixed stems developed thé meaning of completion (perj
fectivity) which spread to all forms of the aorist and coulé
also be A1sed wi any stem. According to Borodich, the pro-
cess of Jévelopment of the indeterminate verb from the
_déterminate (the secondary prefixed form) was unusually
productive in the developmeﬁt of aspect. The collision of
determinacy plus indeterminacy (expressed by £he imperfect
tense} confused the déterminate meaning and créatea a new
concept:. a single concrete action was Presented as a state
Or process, which was opposed to the 0ld imperfect meaning -
Of repeated or habitual action.

According to Borodich (1954, p. 62), the 0ld Church
Slavonic Gospels reflect the beginning of the tendency
toward a liberated use of tense, while in the later 014
Church Slavonic manuscripts any combination of tense and
stem is possible. I have not found evidence of a liberated
use of tense in the Povest' except in the verbs of motion.

The aorist (except for a few cases of the special?use of

L3N
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aorist with an indetermipaée verb accompénied by a specific
time period) always refers to a discrete event in the past,
i.e., occurs with a determinate stem, andé completion is

not an essential me;ninglof the aorist tense. Thg secondary

?refixed verb is alwavs indeterminate, referring to the

.

. content of action, and alwavs occurs in the imperfect tense,

which descrikgs action as process.- The determinate imperfect
verb form, Qhether of prefixed Orisimple verbs, refers to
event as repeated discrete action. The individual forms
which Borodich presents as new developments (i.e., verbs of
state in the aorist tense, ox verbs of action in the imper-
fect) appear similar to those of the Povest', but most of
these forms are discussed in this study as special uses, as
verbs o ;o;ion or as verbs of cognition. I would agree
with Van Wijk and others, therefore, that the prefixed form,
as well as the form extended by an "a"-theme suffix, weqé
manifestations of the determinate:indeterminate category.
Wulf Budich (1969%) and Amse-de Jong (19745 have
defined aspect as an abstraét grammatical category, applied
this definition to the 01d East Slavic ané 0ld Church
Slayonic language, and concluded that, in fact, aspect only
does exist in the o0ld texts according to the same definitions,
i.e., as pairs which are distinguished only by the morphology
of aspect (prefixed péirs distinguishe&}by'the ;uffix or

pairs distinguished by. the empty prefix).
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According to Budich's (1969, p. 199) definitions,
the category of perfective aspect inclﬁdes verbs which are -
complexive and verbs which have aisplexive.partpers, while
imperfective verbs are d;splexive verbs and ;;rbs with
complexive partners. A complexive verb is éefined as dura-
tive action which is limited (by an emptv prefix): a dis-
plexive verb is one which is extended (by lengthening or
suffix). In other words, the stem is défined as either
durative or nondurative, aﬁd aspect is indicated by the
Presence of pairs\{szged either by m?ans=bf the empty
prefix or by means of the secondary imperfective. In the
Novgorod Chronicle (Synodal" ébPY), according to Budich,
aspect pairs are attested generally with;the secondaryt‘
prefixed form, and onlyv a few were formed by'means of the
preﬁbc(e.g.,nomeferq and somioare ).

. Amse-de Jong (1974, p. 34) also recognized aspect
as pairs which were formally distinguished by the "a"
suffix. She defined perfective as action which is telicg
(the action is confined to its natural limits); exclusive,
i.e., the Full Event Period (FEP) is egual to the Narrated
Period (NP) (NP is the part oﬁ the time line indicated by
the verb form); and with Orientation Period (OP) lying
outside the NP. Imperfective action is telic; non-exclusive,

i.e., the FEP is not equal to the NP (or the FED = NP, but

is not equal to the Marked Period, which forms a larger



! s
i

[ -
THE DISCESSION . 16

-

background against which repeated action occurs); and the
OP is inside the NP.

Action, therefore, must be telic to participate in
aspert, although (as discussed above) the telic:atelic
relationship éorresponds to the determinate:indeterminat;
category which, according to the present study, is a com—
ponent of aspebt.. Simplex verbs which occur in éhe 01ld
Churéh Slavenic texts are thus non-aspectual according to
Amse-de Jong. smeauru andl—nomanu7w( do not constitute
an aspect pair. And as léng as *rnomoarate the‘non—
exclusive member, is missing, the most one can say is that
tﬁe 7o - of rmorosuTu presents a condition for a possible
aspect opposition, i.e., it is a telic event. °

Both Budich and Amse-de Jong héve imposed an external
structure on the old langﬁage, and have concluded that aspect
‘ encompasseé only those verbs which correspond to that
structure. It should be pointed out that, according to
both Budich and Amse-de Jong, duration is a cemponent of
aspect: Budich récognizes verbs as durative or nondurative,
while Amse-de Jong describes action as events on a time line.
This approach is contrary to the view of Galton, who suggests
that duration is a feature of event, but not an essential
feature of aspect.

Another iﬁherent problem in the application of a

modern structure to the old language is reflected in the

’
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work by Ruzxcka (l°57) on the aspect. system of the Povest'.
He tests for the existence of aspept»bv comparing the forms

"
thh a modern translation. However, this approach does not

take into accoun% possible changes in the meaning of a verb‘
during the process of aspectualization. For example, it is
possible that verbs such as T8o/wiu and mposwrw . Which
occur in the text with determinate value, but commonly occur
in the impérﬁeét to express repeated action, have shifted
from determinate to‘indéﬁerminate function with the loss éf
the tense'ending. In other wor&s, all forms éhould be .

analvzed in terms of the total system in which thev occur.

4. Methodology " o

In order to demonstrate that the polarized use of
tensg éxists in the text, I have ané{;;;aiall of .those verb
groups.which contain, both the éorist and imperfect tense.

A verb group consists of«all simple, prefixed and suffixed
forms of the.stem.

Polarization, which is indicatgd by the fact that _
a single stem cannot be used with both the imperfect and
aorist tense ending, implies a binary structure which is
defined in terms of the determinate:indeterminate category
discussed above, i.e., as event versus action per se.

Stem& which~occur with both the aorist and imper-

fect tense are treated as exceptions to the evident pattern

-
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of determinate-plus-aorist and indeterminate-plus-imperfect,
and are analyzed in terms of their specific functions.

The text used is the Laurentian Copv of the Povest'

" Vrzemennvkh et (excluding the "Instruction" of Prince
. :
Vladimir Monomach) in the Polnoye Sobranive Russkikh

. letopisev’edition, and page numbers refer to this edition.
The numbers of occurrences of a specific form (simple, pre-
fixed, or suffixed in the aorist or imperfect tense) are

given in brackets.
-

Translations of excerpts from the text are usually
taken from the Samuel Hazzard Cross trarnslation, and trans-
lations which are significantly divergent from Cross's

. interpretation have been commenteé on. ;

The appendices represent a complete list of all
verb groups which occur in the text in both the imperfect
and aorist tense. They give the numker of occurrences of
all simple, prefixed and suffixed forms of each group in

the aorist or imperfect tense.

The London School of Slavonic Studies system of

transliteration was used in the bibliographyv.



CHAPTER II

THF ANATYSIS

/s

1. Tense Polarization

/
/

TQ;ffOllowing-verb groups are taken from Appendix 1.

A

Membé&s of the 31 groups in this section have mutually
exclusive use of tense; both the aorist and impérfect tense
are not used with the same stem. The in&etérminate stem,
which dégcribes action per se, always occurs in the imper-
fect tense, while the determinate stem, which refers to

. action as event, always occurs in the aorist. The values
of indeterminate—plps—imperfect:determinate-plus-aorist

>

correspond to the values ¢f modern imperfective:perfective.

L0A e (1) : pa3b0aBcan (7)
130 rsocna Tporwzy timi Lofaca carms b0 boAAdic Bearu

he sent Boris out against them, for he himself
was very ill

]
¥ . Pal

~— [4
39 [n ] oysnroriy 58 Hory u ¢ 7o pajbon? w Yrpe
and (the serpent) bit him in the foot, so that

he sickened and died

The determinate verb fa3bonber OCCuUrs seven
times, always in the aorist. It expresses the ‘discrete
occurrence of an event in past time. The indeterminate -
impexrfect wverb 5oaawe occurs once. It expresses the action

as content, in this case, the state of being ill.
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Bidrapaxycqp ;s = (3): B‘zs‘ro/fwd(cw jul=; Ci—;

To :-—.': Lai= (6}

3% u raro Brirepfaxycns rOAyEeH gy wdo KA Fru
wlo LBewF (ws® Ay WapUMmsl o we LF A 8o0,a

“de me He JopAU e oy we £F AL3F racuTy -

Bcu ko 48efu BésropSwaca

thus the dove-cotes, the coops, the porches and

the havmows caught on fire. There was not a

house which was not burning, and it was impossible

Lo extinguish the flames because all of the houses

had caught on fire

All six aorists are formed from the Primary prefixed
stem, while the three imperfects are formed from the secon-
dary prefixed stem. In the example given, BGEfO/QGKytLA“
(indeterminate imperfect) describes the action itself as a
process, while 553fb/u$uwxc4 (determinate agorist) refers
to the burning of all the houses as a fact inSi‘made the
extinguishing of the fires impossible..-

caAcg?axj (1) : wapq; pa3- ?g)h

154 raxo Y relfje ALt rodltemt Kormerr o CBAL o g Xy
'l
X381 ¢ Huxv Toauks Lo £F Mors 2 komis

they tore the skins off while the horses were
still breathing, so violent was the vlague
from which the animals suffered
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103 yrxgrara IJarlowa palapach Had Boe -
~ Q
MpTRuuw BeT lig rMuo3

the veil of the temple was rent in twain, and
many of the dead arose
TN

The indeterﬁinate (c;a:;xaxj- ) is often used in
the description of dramatic events, where-the emphasis is
on the content of the action. Fazapacs (détermineite
aorist) refers to the action as an historic event. Deter-

-

minate verbs often express action in seguence, and hexe it

is followed by the determinate aorist ;Bcriya .
2 ‘ _
AuBAAXY (1) : ovausuchA i 70— (3)

—~
) ¢
S To: A wame LHEAAX
x

those listening to him marvelled

128 rawa wuwsdsu TevewmF36eiboer v 7odawBuwacis

the Pecheneg princes £ook (the porridge) and
were amdzed

The determinate aorist form 7oawSuwach expresses

—_

<
the discrete occurrence of an event in past time. dubasXy -
(indeterminate imperfect) focuses on the content of the

verb. Notice that roawswutacs follows the determinate

—

<
aorist verb mwa . while . auBaAXy , which does not

A
-

express action in sequence, is preceded by a present

participle. -
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(3): crmosobuc.A {4)

rnoao bfaweTe

223 poAcBawe m& [nfcaaﬂwnz_b-szmj B fyn~si
rFa3liny .'c,TfaHN_y'
we desexrved to be delivered into the hands of

an alien people

clono b e

207 Ho BFIMBu M uImU o« A0KOro
kut- he was found worthyvy of eternal 1life

peace

The determinate aorist form c7odcbucy descrﬁ)es

the occcurrence of -an event, while the indeterminate imger*
thy¥._’—\‘

fect -form roscbewe describes the state of being unwor
P

;
4

(12) ‘/j

Lonvrape

(1): (ws0n 3

Besurka u Laaanaxy

CBOnrTT

w—da/iaxy

69 L 53if cFwa

-~ -
u pe¥ CTocnast Boent

“u Ko

~—
Begery wdaonsF CToca“Be

there was great carnage and the Bulgarians
were winning. 2ndé Svyatoslev said to his men
«.... Towards evening Svyatoslav gained the

upper hand
all twelve aorists occur with the determinate verb.

The single imperfegt 1% formed from the indeterminate secon-

dary prefixed verb. The use of both forms in the above

excerpt indicates a switch from "winning" as a situation to

"winning"” as a fait accompli.
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1.

-5356.!:} {cA) (S)smposveBaxnyimpPu-; co-(3) : TrosBadrafed);
B | €O =380=; TPU =; IPE= (46)

28. Qye u Noname 38ax¥eAhA w~ro CaoserMéckKaa
,«;”} £F

thevy were called Polyanians, but their language
was Slavic R\

165 35834a Bocwra Ha 3araad werny yaroly u

Ay4qa roma HLojniSaxy BAucTa oy o

a star arose in the west, which emitted ravs,
and which men called a brilliant star

159 4 & roro ppo3BacA fleycpernirc Mamwacs 5/6
and because of this thev called it the Pechersky
Mconastery

! Thexe is complete polarization of tense usage among

the 54 nonprefixed, prefixed and. secondary prefixed vari- A
ations of 5697w« . Both 3FgarycAd and sro3v/Saxy  are
indeterminate and focus attention on the action per se,

which is expféssed in the imperfect tense as continued

action. 1In contrast, rprozsaca ,(determinate aorist) refers

to an event occurring in“discrete past time.

Kyeaewse (1) : Baycuy iwumc—;0y-= (3)
194/195 Fa -r-g' AT Acxwea cu e XA Fé a H e
Broyey Hyy Bodbl ... wn 7orany ofaAR 8 A8 LA

Ky cguwe Xa¥ba

he lay for two vears, tasting neither bread nor
water .... gradually he became aware ¢f the
bread and ate it

-
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The only occurrence of the imperfect tense is the

nonprefixed indeterminate form (Kycaayc )+ which emphasizes

the content of

the wverb itself, the action of tasting.

TAOAUBawe (1) : Abraw a (1) ; HasAbrowa —;

/’o.ay

70

a3 =7 us=; gro - (7

2 el
79 71, TeMYy Ter we Kalawe CHB: cBouxi w

Clorro e n/’cc‘ry nareuy PorLy MO

—

ra <
6’0:1/:5 Kpobo Xéx—aﬂc,ck_\/

129, noveproumag BFoprormi oy Aérauwa & AcTKu

they drew up some (brew) in a pail, and poured
it into pots

129 .04 L&

M Manbrawa KopfPaary 1B g
S Al

5O théy poured out a bowl of brew

Abraula and waa6raur g occur only in the

aorist; both are determinate, expressing action as a dis-

Crete event. 1

in the Povest!

According to Ruzicka (1957),/aﬂono;7q' occurs

as a perfective aorist..q/0A¢4gamaé ; on the

contrary, emphasizes (the evil of) the action itself.

1 A verb which occurs only in the aorist tense, ang

refers to actio
determinate.

3

n as a discrete event, is considered to be
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Ared pule (6): Bz3ar0bw {9)
78 a.;r/c. EFo He Arob pdle

his father did not love him i -~

10 flpuse Ko AdynacBu [w] B30 u MmBbero

“ Cpybu froad4oKtT MaAd

he arrived at the Danube. The place pleased
him and he built a small town

,,',og/ﬂw,_ » found only in the imperfect, describes
an emotional state; while s3ar0ber + found only in the
acrist, reférs to the "coming to love" as an event.

Mygaxy (2): npuriy g (2)

12 cvr e Qobp¥ E0e¢Baxy ~a CaosFImIE wu

FrlumMyuuwg dyaB8er . ... u Hacusoe

TBOpAXy Menwgmi ---- Taxy Myaxy dyrad bz
these Avars made war on the Slavs, and harassed
S the Dulebians .... did violence to the Dulebian
women .... Thus they harassed the Dulebians
Here again (as with jreépwe : 5.',3/;.'-0;’01 )}, the
nonprefixed verb in the imperfect complements the prefixed
occurring in the aorist. npwry yuwa (determinate aorist)
is a statement of fact,lin contrast with the indeterminate
Mygaxy (and thus they harassed them), which is a state-

ment about the mode of harassment, and thus about the

content of the action.

L3

25
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.faao&achﬂ(s):CUF/aacaaMacﬁ s nmo = {2)
83 gfﬁxy o Toraa ‘f;;é‘z_./u HeBFronocer i

i 4
fforawny AeraBeond £ Bawecpfp ceny

for at this time the Russes were_ignorgat pagans.
The devil rejoiced thereat

59 Ae.fé..BA/r‘Hc e /adAbf Scrpwe SHUOOWa. 86

Frpadas U1 npnoplbaowa ANrodCME U wbpasoBlulach

Aroses B rpaad

the Derevlians re-entered their city with glad-

ness and reported to the inhabitants, and the

pecople in the city rejoiced

The nonprefixed indeterminate imperfect form ex-
presses an emotional state. The prefixed determinate
aorist refers to an event resulting from a previous event.

2. The Determinate Imperfect

The 427 verb groups in this section (Appendix 2) con-
tain determinate imperfect forms. These are exceptions to
the rule of polarization in that a common determinate stem
is used in both the imperfect and aorist tense. The deter-
minate verb occurs normally in the aorist, referring to a
discrete event in past time. In all cases where it occurs
in the imperfect, it refers to repeated discrete action.
Often the determinate imperfect describes a recurring

sequence of events, or an event which habitually precedes

FERY Sy
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another event or action. Therefore, the determinate imper-
fect is a particular use of the determinate verb. -
The examples presented include the more difficult
cases, e.9., where the occurrences of Fhe determinate
imperfect exceed the occurrences of thé_determinaté aorist,
’ AN

or where the determinate:indeterminate category does not

correspond to the modern perfective:imperfective categorv.

~

uibaBAwere (1) vs. uisadu . (3)

97 ¢rga ca HabaXy Karaiu w FoMuAobaw ers

A -—
12 Clda wuIbaBAWEeT 6 wxi T it

Gy KaamA XyTechn Ha Efco«:/ly»cerrfé-
when thev repented, he hmd mercy upon them. \

When he had freed them, they returned
nevertheless to the worship of devils

~ _ 2 - -~
163 raxo 6% wissasu Xlrarmz; & Forarmoixs

thus God delivered the Christians from the
infide}s

NSFaB Awere %s déterminaée imperfect, occurring
in the aorist with the same determinate stem. In the
example given above, where it is found in company with other
determinate imperfect verbs ( Hasaxy and Tormunobawers ),

it refers to repéated discrete actions preceding the action

of the indeterminate form dyrnanAxy iccA . The determinate

aorist iigasw refers to a single discrete action in the

past.
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Ebrax yiel A (1) wvs. Fucp (1)

—
230 croronxz « Borcaumeprs weTyTucra

u 8 rpaat ] Seraxvriep KpEmsKO
noocu TRUuCTYITaxXy g f’/a.ﬂy

Syvatopolk and Vladimir then laid seige

+o the town. The inhabitants made effective
sallies from the town, while the former kept
attacking it

—

- |
280 7orS  aE | Luch FApochasi <& /fopasoro

“ — — -
Mmya rMafra B8 A AKHE UM gJoSImeri

oy tRpocna s

on March 4th of this vear, ¥aroslav fought
with Mordva and was overcome

i

It is difficult to determine the value of the

28

unprefixed verd ASwru , since it occurs only once in the

imperfect and once in the aorist. According to Borodich

(1954) and Budich (1969), Swru expresses multiple action

and is therefore indeterminate. According to Ruzicka

(1957) , it is translated by both the Russian perfective and

(meaning "fight, struggle®) by the imperfective. In
example from p. 280, the verb is determinate aorist,
to a discrete event; and in the example from p. 230,
be .read as determinate imperfect, i.e., it can refer

ieries of sallies (translation by Cross).

-7

the
referring
it can

to a

The prefixed forms of Sfuru (numbering 59) demonstrate

complete tense polarization (oyfusaxy Y w3E

, etc.y .
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Beapwe . (1) VS. Beaduwa (1)

12 awye nofbraru Syspwe WEipuny He AGsALE

BT A U KONA N Bosa Ho BeARue Boid/aYe
~ . - -
S AU A AU o AU Mere B Teadry

whenever an Avar made a journey, he did not
cause either a horse or a steer to be
, harnessed, but gave command instead that

three or four or five women should be voked
to his cart

-t
46 rpuBesowa LycRura cats u Fea Fua raTu

U TucaTu o65cuiki plvu Na YXapaied

they brought forward the Russian envovs and
ordered them to speak, and ordered that the
¥peech of both sides be written down on
parchment :

As Fuiw (above), BeaFru occurs only twice in the

- text, once in the imperfect and once in the aorist tense.

SeAbwa

minate. #esdue describes repeated discrete actions, as a

clearly refers to an event, and is therefore deter-

determinate imperfect, and occurs with other determinate

forms: Syaswe and sasswe

Todesrdwa occurs 68 times, only in the .2orist.

Bepuatre (2) vs. Bepime (1)

190 B3wmaora w3 Aoa aFirowrs Bepmaie Ha

Horo arobe ..., agye AU Bepwmawc H«

A/jfaro

taking a flower from his bosom he would throw
it at someone .... if . he threw it at someone else
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177 U Gepme c. mbCce Ma Fermaro

and he threw it from heaven to earth

The impérfect tense B¢smaewe refers to habitual
action, while the aoristl Bepwme 1s clearly a determinate
acrist form. |

The form geysmaewe 1s an irregular determinate
imperf.ect, as it should have been formed from the deter-
minate stem .5:}!'- - (See B&Bb‘/ﬂf,,qfwcfc/ﬂ below.) The
soft ending probably distinguished it from an indeterminate

verb (imperfect sSeprawe ).

Fe3spardwercns (2) VS. Gc3braruca ;a3 (7)

190 Qe RpuAnAwe Kormy 75370#«2.--. I uwdAle
Ue ypKFu ... v me Bi3dparawerca 8

-
gj/:/(ﬁ‘(- A0 J;rj?'(.ra.

1f the flower attached itself to anvone ...
he left the church .... and did not return until
the end of the service

125 U BLIBrad ali cTecA Ha Oycien &€ Crelra

_wd
&aya

"he returned to Kiev on the feast of the Assump-—
tion of the Holy Mother of God

" The determinate imperfect verb form giss4,arawereA
occiJ;rs on p. 190 together with other determinate imperfect.

forms: gFruamswe anéd wi3wsAwe » 2all of which express

repeated discrete action.

/ \

\
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It is interesting to compare  S:¢3.0,a7Awercd, the -
imperfect of the determinate stem, with the indeterminate
imperfect ﬁzjaf;JgQMUcTGCA (p. 125). Here, éhe imperfeét
tense is the normal ending for the indeterminate verb, and

does not indicate repeated action.

FosgBdaxy ; oo~ (5) VS. gossdaa i 0y =i weio ~:
o . . .

et Same —; CFo —; Fp0F0—i (46)
> b
90 Aiqur >e KoByery Ja cpf. AF « pgosblawe
How raxe G3/7w FOTo7y u TocmFbXx QRXYen &rmy
the ark was one hundred vears building, and

Noah foretold that there would be a flood,
and thev mocked him 1

There are five cases of the prefixed verh/ in the
imperfect tense, compared with 46 occurrences of the aorist.
“All of the imperfect verbs can express répeated action.
Such forms as the example on p. 90 might be considered
ambiguous, if one were to ignore the other data of the
present study. :However, based on the fact that, logically
speaking, Noah must have spoken about the flood several
times during the hundred years required for the construc-—
tion 6f the ark, and based on the presence of the deter-

minate imperfect ITocmBxaxyeh it is considered that

this example also is determinate.
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/.’-""'\
|

forwauc (1) VS. ugrrpawa P fTo = fipo-; Be —;

8ts ~; gz~ (27)

271 bonArs gorwgquwe cCorg F'izmi a T

e

ArTysoia BIIBpariweric A BCTATG w we
Ao7yeTAxy Oyrpa wmare

Bonyak, who wheeled andg attacked them from the
rear. Altunopa then faced about, and theyv did
not allew the Hungarians to give ground, (but

thus killed a great number as they drove them

back and forth)

This occurrence of Torkawe is the only deter-

e imperfect among 28 prefixed verbs. It occurs here

with other determinate imperfect forms ( Pesrrarnp dreTen
and dozycr.a X if )+ and refers to repeated discrete
action.’

1

Soxixaxy (1) vs. 7momcirowd ; 54 -; Bo - (20)
, SoXxixax

’

& age K10 yrmpawe ..., BLiaok axyie w Hal .

LY
Kﬂaa; MPTEY a Lo exeaxy

if someone died .... they laid@ the corpse on
4 pPYre and burned it -

The sh.'ozgt vowel and soft stem distinguish the deter~
j ’ {

© minate imperfect co ¢uaxy from the indeterminate imper-

fect

( ITOM 4/ axy ') ... Together with the other determinate

imperfect forms yausAwe  and Fe340m « X y7e *, it refers

to a usual sequence of events,
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- FrameNaw e (1) vs. IMartienacsA (2)

—
197 #n Zromerawe Auge CHOFE  KPTHEINE

—
wb‘pajg w Ta~xoe MZHC:JH/ﬁxy

he would make the sign of the cross and they
would disappear

3 .
197 w» zwarmewa Kprré ] wailf E3H YU Q

he made the sign of the cross and they
disappeared -

These excerpts, both occurring in the text on

page 197, nicely contrast the difference between 3warmercwe

s MY EIHAXY and  3werewa | v+ Muje oy a .

AGc TAX Y LA (1)

- 76 u FaKi Fa3sinu CBoumM Yy AT pmxved

‘ —_
Cy-ﬂf/! mMmT 5-6

and it is further written, "Their tongues
have spoken falsely. Judge them, God

ﬁ /



THE ANALYSIS 34

This is the only example of the imperfect or aorist
unprefixed form. It refers to events rather than to the
action itself, and is therefore considered to be a deter-

minate imperfect forn{‘a\
f

/T'@-‘a.BNS- Tome dauracsh (1)

189 "u abie crpopawe rOAUTE Yy u Macaom
fomad awe o FrpaUrMaxy tybacmire

as soon as he praved and anointed (the sick),
they would be cured

236 w7y cTBopuw x4 Brava MIFaAAa “
P
— - Al
fomasaural. A C_yﬁ/r/fu','o

gates of brass were erected there, ané they
were covered with indestructible metal

The determinate <imperfect forms ( ¢ TBop Awe  and

fomaiasie ) 1in the first example are distinguished in mean-

-

ing from the determinate aorist forms ( CTBof g ch and

7orma3qwacx) only by their reference to habitual action.

MOAAdICCA (L0) vs. MoAuc.nh (2)

2

275 W JpuBeas g K.:/c-b"] o MOAU w HE

MeTLpoFoauTes U Uryrte,  m Y 1104 Ly Q \
J/
CFomonka - - /
and he brougﬁt-him to Kiev. The metropolitan

and priors interceded on his behalf and rer-
suaded Svyatoralk
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_264 .BccgaAoycara NCC o HMeTpoiioauTe

fApudocta & Bonosurery w prosuciact
remy

the widow of Vsevolod and the metropolitan
came to Vladimir and made known to him their
plea

156 TTpuxoaR ¢ bepeciogore dr¥Baewe Yacss

Lol -
U proapwech Ty fy BTawumP

coming here from Berestovo, he chanted the
hours and offered his pravers to God in
secret

[ d —
v fodawe ba Beeraa AA [ 5T mou

he used to prav to God exclaiming "Q Lord
my God

278 ?jccnuj:" Hee AN AIy o Jouw Bce ,.,‘;,I,',‘qx.!r,,
Y-S wEFTTI Fsaaraxy &y
the princes of Rus' and all the soldiery
offered their pravers to God and made their
vows to God :
The aorist forms on pp. 275 and 264, meaning "asked,
%
beseeched," refer to discrete events, and therefore appé;r
as determinate. The imperfect tense form, however, appears
much more fregquently, and has the meaning “prayed." Accoxr—
ding to Borodich (1954), MOA“;V; in the imperfect tense
refers to a religious state, whereas the aorist refers to
2 concrete request. Although the imperfect in this text
generally refers to repeated action (as on p. 156, where it
occurs with the determinate imperfect () - #pawe » and on

-

P. 207), the example on p. 278 is ambiguous. It is also

-
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not clear in some cases whether the reference is to events
or to content of action. It is possible that mMonsweceA ,
when it meant "to prav," was originallyv conceptualized.

as a series of discrete acts of seeking God, and thus

has the form‘of determinate imperfect, referring not to

a state of praver but to a repetition of acts.

noemBHAue (2) vs. npernFuucahn ; mpemFecs (2)
180 u ca apembuAwercy wbo, cTaprs wE o rMoAgad
08¢ Au ) mumroOre TpembErvpwe 6Bo LH OFO
Pand
T
w&pa.s

and he changed his own aspect, appearing sone-
times old, sometimes voung, and sometimes he
even changed one man to the semblance of

another
-~
&N
164 3 -
Ape ‘curée e Gpermener e &1 CARYye

=
mPembruc A . He b c8Frao

before this time the sun also suffered alteration,

and was not bright

The two incidences of ispemPFrpwercs obviously
express repeated determinate action, in contrast to the

discrete action expressed by npembHLuCA -
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Mataxy (1) vs. rmovawa P o rava (163)
151 u  YepropuBifu Tovawa  MHOM UTLCA

i MomaeToIf TS /J"OYUHaxy E Gr T
Ne—"

the number of monks increased and new monas-
teries came into being

=)

87 &Eraqg CA ﬁa?axz KaraTew 21 TorMiyAcBauweies o1

when they repented, he would have mercy on
them

The determinate verb  f~ava7 « / mevaru
cccurs normally in the acorist (163 times), ané only once
in the imperfect. On page 97, H~Havaxy ‘refers to
repeated discrete action antecedent to the action of
momusoBawert (also-determinate imperfect). The
determigske-aa:géz on page 151 refers ﬁo the increase
as fact, while the indeterminate imperfect ;efers to a

situation.
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7rOCA XY (1) vs. ﬂ/ocuu}q’ (1)
157 ALuxosRAUc K nHemy acoc,ﬁ:r? oy #ero
Earmera

those who approached him sought his blessing .

19 e
KpTui weA Npocuuwa

they asked to .be baptised
npochxy is determinate .imperfect, expressing

habitual action, in contrast with the aorist form s /fecwura,

-~

which refers to a discrete event.”

fevraue (1) vs. fege (454)
190 aye k Hemy 770 pevgquwe A sobpo

Au 310 cbyds Aweief  cTap wc

S

crobo

if he made any prophecy, whether good or evil,
the ancient's word was fulfilled .

\\

. S~

2 Bsnowa i 0¥ —.(3): 5=ﬂ/qw;>q is a determinate
verb, which in the text means "engquire," in contrast with
the determinate verb rmrocuru » which means "ask for, demand.”
It was probably formed from geowaru , an indeterminate
verb expressing a state of mind, i.e., to enguire. The
example below (p. 102) demonstrates the determinate guality
of the verb. All of the occurrences of the aorist in the
text refer to a discrete act.

102 n’f’usaad‘b KN UKL A eTapfy Arod oK Urg

cA

7 o T
4 senrowa ©w Kae X pameaé

having called together the scribes. and elders
of the people, he enguired of. them where Christ
should be born .
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2

Peuyu occurs consistently in the text as a
determinate aorist form (454 times). The only exception is

the determinate imperfect found on . 130 (above): pevowe
- -

expresses repeated discrete action, and is followed in the

apodosis by the determinate imperfect verb céy s A_wch-/.“- .

Tocadrawe (1) VS. mpocsdra 5, w = (2)

148 4 £/ cFva cunwa raxo Hocs8E7Awe

MoaOmira bAcwySwerech  wprykee

the combat was terrible. As the lightning
flashed, the weapons gleamed

Ti'le determinate imperfect form mocs2r-Awe (p. 148)
expresses action antecedent to the action of the indeter-
minate imperfect verb Snewy “werces . The repeated flashes
of lightning make visible the gleaming of weapons, which
is descriptively referred to in termé of the content of the
action.

‘ﬂac.Ayu/axy (3) wvs. 7oCAywa ;omPe = (29)

85 Boscawrmers e caoyw awe wmxv E3
o cami HArobA memwils n Eﬂy)lcc#(.l-é

Miroroe AOCAy Qe cAcaA XK o

Viadimir listened to them, for he himself was
fond of women, and liked to hear about great

debauchery
The meanings of CAoyw aure {(indeterminate imper-
Id
fect) and (determinate imperfect)_’in this

TOCAyurgwe
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example are quite different. ChAoywauwe refers to

the content of listening in this specific situation,

whereas

TOCAY wr @ e refers to Vladimir's usual

Practice of listening, i.e., a series of events.

30

268

raecrpeasxy (1) vs. reacrpFapwa (1) o

WG FXG 7oceRaxy apoyrua e MEaxy

LMer Hce /"OCT/’CAz,qu & apoyresia

& Mop e 5/7:,7'(1)(0‘7

Some they beheaded, some they tortured, some
they shot, and still others they threw into
the sea -

“ LT BAsuar CTPpEA ar u LBacwurkopu i

and ‘they shot the sons of Vasil'ko

ﬁac?/e,uﬁz:y (P. 30) is a determinate imperfect

form, referring to repeated discrete events.

33

97

264

LYo A we ()7 ocvapwe (L) vs. Coyduxoms (1)

MHOrarm Az Tra 8o Covdad wu x0T

we have often deemed it Properx

7O C uxsg e cydpwe Uawur Mpey,

next Eli the priest was judge

ceL e Kosfo SuwAappure Au LU FOMMHG . . _'Q', e Ly B AE

if he saw anyone uproarious ... he did not

‘condemn him
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Coyouiu has clear determinate meaning on p. 33

(coyA“,o,,;) . Ruzicka (1957) also ascribes to this occur-
rence modern perfective meaning. If the ve;‘b Coyd uTu is
determinate, CyA/ﬂufc. on p. 97 should be read as referring
to a series of acts of judging performed by the Priest Eli,

i.e., he acted as judge. ocya Apwe on page 264 is

clearly determinate imperfect, as is the form sysawe -

Saceinawe 3 mru — (2) VS. gocvincua ;Pa3 ~;

cw - (4)

56 4 mogend JSaczsmeTu ra MBI 4« fgociraalia A

and she ordered them to bury them alive. And
they_buried them .

185 [i,] Bweac 5 rmevepy «w JarvSopA e a8ep «

moye,pF w Jaciioadic nepeTers

entering the crypt, and closing the door, he
would cover himself with dust

109 Bowmu me npucmroaxy &E9ac

the soldiers kept rebuilding. the earthw‘ork
Moc s aula (p. 56), which refexrs to a dis-
crete event, is an example of the deterrninate acorist form.
3acirmaure (p. 185) refers to repeated acts, and is
.found in a se:'cié_é of other determinate imperfects, e.g., -
3a7 Gops are s The imperfect#of p. 109 is not as cleé.::, and

has the Cross translation "the soldiers kept on building™

(while the inhabitants stole the heaped-up earth). However,
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in view of the evidence of the other forms, it could be

interpreted that the soldiers were repeatedly rebuilding

&

the earthwork.
cPasmxy (145 npucsanxy (2):cpae (56):
cctae i 8 —iw=—; 8- (6)
29 FoAR MU Mce [TPedBarir Sorwteyy . 3ame B

oAl ced Axy

they were! known as Polyanians because they
lived in the fields ‘

31 o 7‘5‘" fo ro,ooamz CeaAYYy DBeAULH

’/\/\’H}M
in these cities lived great princes

192 jaxo 7pyosweTch cPsawe Ha cFaaaP
oy
cBoe - rEAummoOre M reMy CFAA LY FO

when he tired he sat-.on:ihis stool. Once when
he was sitting

These verbs are listed in Appendix 1, but are pre-
sented here because of the ambiguous nature of the form
cHapre OB D 192. It seems to describe indeterminate

action following the action of the determinate imp

verb youapwercs (when he became tired,
his stool); but could be interpreted as the
become tired, he

L)
ranslates both

of the determinate verb <cFeru (when

would sit down orn his stool). Cross
ARG G

TPYaA U eTCA and c%a4me @S dete@ot as

- -~
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repeated action: "When he was wearied, he sat down upon his
stool." The other 13 occurrences of ¢34Awre (as on pp.
29 and 31) are indeterminate. They are static verbs ex-
pressing the content of the action. Borodich (1954) found
ho exceptions to the use of the imperfect tense with CPaTBTu

-

and t(he aorist with ¢ $eru -

13 -« OyAu‘!u Tuae,f'éifu cﬁaﬁg:i bo 4o AH3CT/’_y

TPucC ﬁdzﬂxq A Ayu&é@u

but the Ulichians and the Tivercians lived by
the Dniester, and extended as far as the Danube

w

189 rnocem _me rpuse Ofwaoccwum e &p

=
Q&0 Ut

7w C 544/;’4}.'\/ oy mEre

later Theodosius came with the brethren, and

they satsbeside him

Both'occ&;rences 0f 7ZpwePa A XY (pp. 13 and 189)
appear to be indeterminate imperfect forms. If SO, ki
latter example should be read as "sat with him," rather than

"sat down beside the sick man" (Cross translation).

NN

féaf/ﬁx\( (23) vs. 780ruxt (3); and ¢780p Awe
3a — (2Y vs. ¢c7Bopuwa ;3a~ (114)

-

58 Korda TBopuxn 7/"613Hy rrTY e Bu cBoemy

when I held a funeral feas {or my husband

92 Gapa me 780Pu Ryriupi; Ha

LT Oy wya ClBper

ABpame me rpuwefai] Be Byme Bo3pt Ma rEo

3 ~
“w pFe BowueTwumwy 70 €cTe bz

Terah bullt idols, having learned the art from
his fathexr. But Abraham (son of Terah), when he

&
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o+

came to reason, looked up to heaven ... and
said "In truth, that is God

~
X
“

rmerere 3ng 730£

266 a3t S0 AArxs w xXoT Fav

M[gng CTBopuTuw W MeTuTu LPyctexnFu 3errau

for -I have done the Poles much harm, and would
" gladly have done moxre eto avenge the land of Rus'

Although 7r6opwru OCCUIS only three times in thé
aorist tense, compared tb 23 times in the imperfegt, it has
the value of a détermi.nate verb. All cases of the aorist
{pp. 58, 92; and 266) refer to past events rather than to

the action itself. According to Borodich (1954), 780/w7u

occurs twice.in the aorist ™ the- codex Zographensis; and

Ruzicka (1957) ascribes modern perfective value to some

incidences ©f 78opuTu (including the example from p. 266).

ot

12 4 Nacwuawe TBopAXY HCeHar T AyadrHécHuns

auwe modraTu bLydAuwe wErpumny He Bas ALc
B FpAYU Komw A Hu Bola Ho BenAwe BoenpAdd

o=t o -
T Au car oAU rEr A e 5 Tea $ry

they did violence to the pulehian women. If an
Avar wanted to make a journey, he did not cause
either a horse or a steer to be harnessed, but
instead commanded that three or four or five
women should be yoked to his cart

14 aquye k70 oympawe TBoLAXY TPTITMO Hadl HuMT
“w fo Cems 'rao:,ﬂx\( xna ay BEeAUKY Brinoxaxyieé
v‘ .
. U Ha Kaasy MPTEHa . Coxmbmaxy v To0C et
cobSpagure KocTu Baoxaxy O CyahHy rmaAy o
JocTaB Axy Ha cToan?F Ha nyre exnce TOopATE

-  BaTuvu b HIinF Cu ke TBOofAY. oS trvara APuBuvy
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When someone died, a feast was held over the
corpse, and then a great pyre was constructed

on which the:deceased was laid and burned.

After the bones were collected, they were plaged
in a small urn and set upon a post by the road- .
side, even as the Vvatchians do to this day.

Such customs were observed by the Krivichians.

140 Baprsu 541:::/ Moo3w oy [HpocazBa o
7
Hecunroe TBopsAXy Hob8lopoldyé o1 Merarmée
uxz
Yaroslav had many Varangians under.his command,

and thevy did violence to the inhabitants of
Novgorod and their wives

82 u wae KNuesy u« TBopAwe FoTfeby
ST -

Ky/'/uf’a C AroAPTUM L BowI/TU
\ .

and he went to Tﬁ.év,. \Q.Qd together with his
" people sacrlfn.ced to the idols

. All cases of the imperfect tense descra.be repeated
action. On p. 12 78orAxy refers to repeated discrete acts
and occurs with other determinate imperfect foxms : Ey,a/;awa ’
Aaospue and Beapwe . In the excerpt from p. 14 raa,a/ﬂxj{
occurs three t:.n‘es>and, togetk&z; w1th the other determinate
:.mperfect verbs in the passage (. oJMf,gwc r BE3AOHC GxXy T,
Combncaxy | Baoxarxy and_rfoc.?‘aaa.x_j ), refers to an
habitual sequence of events. The determinate imperfecf
value of the forms on pp. 140 and 82 is not as obvious from
the contexts. However, the éction may easily be interpreted

as repeated, and it is logically more probable that the ' ,

action in both cases was, in fact, repeated.

i
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. «
185 4 raxo wsusAwe w3 MormcTripA . .. Wcdr B8

rewepy o 3aTBopAde ALBeEFu reyep®

then he would leave the monastery ... enter
a crypt and close the door

The two imperfect prefixed forms are clearly detex-
minate.' For exag_nple, SarT8op pure O P. 185 occurs with
the determinate imperfect wiw.a s we and refers to an

-habitual event.

-

: o

. =
rryapueres. (1) vs. rpyaw - (3)
7

See the discussion for c3a 4 we , which occurs
with the determinate imperfect TAyopueTeth OR p.' 192

of -the text.

'0\._'7 B ur e x s (3) vs. {Tﬁd/u - {3)

188\(2“"3 ‘KoTopuiu Epati BY CETepo nperpFaerire

s Baaaawe oyrIuaxy
/ . M ‘ - -
i if any brother feel into some sinful way they

e -~ consoled him
oyrBuwaxy is an ambiguous form, as it could be
forn{ed from either the indeterminate or indeterminate stem.
In the text, however, it always occurs with_ other determinate

impetfect forms, and yefers to recurring past events.
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raa A xy {(5) vs. FacTa | {3)

8% emBer, U BaacTe rMysmro CBOéMy >
— T . ’
facia 4 whepioerac.aAa WLy yma . _ P

- she ate of it and gave it to her husband. They
ate and their eyes were opened

119 taapxy CRBEp MY Bepary - . . “MoMe,LT Bl
e frof,-'jé'axy ' mo raa A Xy

they ate all manner of unclean things ... ang
did not bury their dead but ate them

taa pxy  is a..deteminate imperfect fom, and in

all cases refers to repeated action. (The indeterminate

. imperfect sau axy does not occur in the text.)
8:3mMAwe (1) vs. rpwura ; 7O TP B3 =7 ma-;pepe —;
e JnRAwe

<

TOBL- P 3= mope =; gpe =3 cu TP Bcnpfu —; wi~;
- <
- ' “3 =7 mrp (123)
: . -
~r

184 AoAoxmaxy MpCs iy L e BLampuwe
LL3TALC

fero Ho AU, Baou uri g /’_/q.'f rerdy

they would place bread near hlm, but. he would not
take it unless they placed it in his hands

The determinate J.mperfect form Bi3rmpwe is the only
lmperfect among 124 preflxed determinate verbs found in the
text. It refers to repeated action following the action of
the determinate imperfect verb ﬂa/m.ucaxj and conditional

on the action of the deterrru.nate verb BAomcuTy .

r
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~

7 ' .
n3urmaxyTesy; BH Tinfh i~ (13) vVS.m3Burta i

no —; 884 —; nepe—; npu— (9)
237 doaer e 10 npMrara fpaaq  w3wwumna FPocrosy

v EPBrowsepyu u Cy3aaax?

after the capture of the city, Oleg arrested the
men of Rostov, Beloozero and Suzdal'

204 BceBorons me. cBoe Kuire8)b .. - mLpCunc
8racTe fycecrnyro EBero

Vsevolod reigned in Kiev ... he assumed
sovereignty over all Rus'

188/ <c#%¢ Spatd €TEPS é;rua:ﬂwa U3 mMoHacT wifA

189 : .
w mpunmaxy Gpara 8 MaHaliuifs

if some brother left the monastery ... they would:
+ake the brother (back) into the.monastery
. - — ‘ HE
63 wPiura 9aclo radadeTe wHe wE
A

HLuMmaue Toro

~ 4 '
\'. Olga would often say {(to him) ... but he did not
N heed her '

Various prefixed forms of the indeterminate verb
umarus occur in the aorist nine times (e.9.: w3 zuma-~and
pepewnma - OR PP. 237 and 204), and have determinate value,
referring to discrete events in the pas@:.

The imperfect form-, ogcurring ‘13 times, expresses
repeated action, and functions as determinate imperfect.’
,}fauum’axy » on p. 188/9, occurs in a parallel construction
with the determinate imperfect verb” Ss/sas%ec. On p- 63

ye) we refers to Syvatoslav's behavior on many occasions.
M I a

o
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221 Tor0Buy e e Havoua MHaaFratu o

W T e v Maxy Bo.ay

The Polovcians began to press them hard and
cut off their water supply

WTTurmaxy on p. 221 is not as clearly a deter-
minate imperfect form. To be consisteﬂt, it must refer to
repeated holding back of water, élthough there are no other

indications from the context that this was the case.

3. The Indeterminate Rorist

This section includes all of the 10 wverb groups
listed in Appendix 3. Although the indeterminate verb, ex-—
pressing the content of action, normally occursAin the
imperfect tense, which denotes process, these groups contaip.
indeterminate aorist exceptions; i.e., the indetermina%e
verb occurs in the aorist tense. In all cases of the
indeterminate aorist, the action is limited by a specific
time reference, usually explicit, and for this reason aprears
in the acorist ténse. The verb éreserves its indeterﬁinate
imperfect value: action per se as process.

. -~

5fenme (1) vs. GSpemawe (2)

. Y ra T
63 4 oyYawerse w MTU KPTu “p u we EFHawe
(6pexauwe) Tore riu [80] oywu npuwurr®vu.

his mother urged him to be baptised, but he
would not heed her suggestion
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{

> —d
194 Hava XoouTu u ke Fremawe 8 yrKod

Xea UT

he began to walk. He would not go faithfully
to church

194 4y we presce (feme) sa weaBrro rucre

he did not eat for a week A

-~

bpescowe appears to be indeterminate and occurs
twice in the imperfect tense. on PP- 63 and 194 (the first

example) it describes a heedless state of mind. In the

second example from p. 194, the verb occurs in the aorist

tense, but is defined by an explicit time reference { Ja
4
*Hea 3ate ). The action of the verb is indeterminate, but

it occurs in +he aorist because the action of the verb is

limited bv a specific time period.

Sravuwe (1) .
L 2haquwa
5 U Bacguua TAYRCE w3 rpobau o oy TP
- .
v A0 * TonyaKe

they dragged hodies from the moat from morning
til noon

Although +he imperfeqt tenser does not occur in the

text, Baavwury is considered to be indeterminate. It

apPpears so on p. 75, where it refers to the content of the

action. Here it edpresses indeterminate action defined by

. - —
the time phrase o YT pa ¢t bo 17on yawe .
&

o
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maawa {1)

73 b aowa Fa mIeRq e v Me dacTe wume

they waited for a month, and he gave them
nothing

MmoaTw also occurs only once, and that occurrence
is in the aorist tense. The verb is indeterminate, drawing
focus on the waiting itself, ‘but occurs in the aorist be-

Cause the time period of the action is explicitly stated.

Hwsde (1) vs. mwsawe (12)

121 rpoceme e BozroAun;efa AHuBpuwe 3

~— '
<

SaromF xeramwer?

after these events Vladimir lived . in the

Christian faith -
—
162 xewge me Bc}fc 237 .";. v 3.

he lived altogether seventy-six vears

Me T v is an indeterminate verb, which nofmally
occurs in the imperfect tense. (as on P. 121)'. The single
occurrence of the éoris_t tense is accompanied by a reference
to a specific time period. In the 01& Church Slavonic

texts studied by Borodich ‘(1954) there are no occurrences

of the aorist tense of e LT .

KrAxeu (3) VS. xwmsmgue (2) : -~

10 wo ce Kue KA awe 8 pPoed cBoermb

but Kiy was chief of his kin
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?
18 o rAporncane KHAHcy AF -

Yaropolk ruled eight years
- ”~
AnAaxewru @ccurs three times in e aorist tense

and only twice in the imperfect. The verb is indeterminate,
however, and refers to the content of the action. All

three occurrences of the aorist tense describe action which

~.

is explicitly limited by a time period (as on P. 18).

s .

~.

cdexeq  (3) vs. Aercaue (2)

179 Kyoccrurt e Acsweawe we It

the magician lay in a trance ,
Vi

184 £2 Ko pacaabaemes T Fromi ... o Aernc e
~ -
Ha cdumou CTogpom¥ . . . [Ge mce £zl awgmo
4 - * :
Yro Mo taxo JFa & AT Ta A e K e Y S
- N -
HINe u raoy Aema 3a -G n}‘J

for he was so weakened in body ... he lay always
upon one side ... it is wondrous and strange that
he -1ay thus for two vears ... [but lay deaf and
mute for two vears]

145 wrr ke § mermomu Aesea [u] Becxormusben

-

rAue
he lay in a trance, and recovering cried out
dexca7w 1s an indeterminate verb describing a
state of being, and occurs twice in the imperfect tense
(as on p. 179).
The aorist tense occurs twice on p. 194, and in

both cases is defined by a specific time pericd. Although
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the indeterminate aorist eycaq on p. 145 is not limited
by an explicit time reference, the duration of the action
is limited by the?. following past participle sicxorrws8zcA
{having recoveréd) < ~nex a Occurs once in the gospels )
stﬁdied by Boro@ich (1959). In that example also, the end

of the time period is onlyv implied by the text.
—
\'
, )
crora (3) VS. crorawe (21): crarmawe(2) vs. c7a (40) \

l4l L1 CcTorqula M:’-;f '?J-
they stood for three months

- 214 Bt mewrF rHais bribawe 5 f/a;LJM Tyrzac
cTeH Awe no Sauiyia

*

at night there would be heard za clatter in the
streets

219 u npucToraxy co8 37y  cCemy CrrEICASHUL

Mmysew IAne u mpovuwu

Yan and other prudent men supported this
opinion.

This verb group provides a good éxample of tense
polarizgpion: the indeterminate imperfect (including pPre-
fixed forms) occurs 22 times, whi1; the determinate aorist
forms (including prefixed foﬁms) numbers 63. The five
exceptions, which include both determinate imperfect and
indeterminate aorist forms, are regular. The action of the

\

determinate aorist form (e.g., ¢rotawe on p. 141) is always

limited by 2 time period, and both .occurrences of the determinate
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imperfect (e.g., cramAuwe on p. 214) refer to repeated
events. ,q,ogc;-o,.a'xy (p. 219) is presented as an examnple
o5f the prefixed indeterminate verb, similar to pmpuctasvy r

which is discussed above.

Tomui/a (1)
. — < .
95 sexo T Mye Tomuwa AFTu Musos sk

because they drowned the children of the Jews
for 10 months

The aorist 7Tosuwa ¢ on P. 95, 1s #ndeterminate,
and appears to refer te the action itself. The time period

of the action is explicitly stated.

The two following verbs, osfaaosarw anéd mrakatucA:
are indeterminate verbs occurring in the aorist, but without
an explicitly stated time period for the action.

wbrcoa (1) VS. wEraaawe (3)

102 we 63 oy HuX% LpA mo QprucpFu whaasaxy

MrMu - A0 Lpeba MHoma emewn oMtk e
“
wbAasa L1t I 8 cero ume BAacTé

they had no tsar, but the high priests ruled
over them until the time of the foreigner Herod,

'\\ who ruled over them. In his reign

20 4 Tf/‘;m Bebrmeu wbrads auwe Fropuri’
Rurik ruled them.all /

ww EAab ar iy occurs three times ingqe imperfect tense,

and refers to the action as content (e.g., PP-. 102 and 20).

-
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The form wsiaaq on p. 102 also is indeterminate, but
must refer to the period of Herod's reign (81ac7é ), and

for that reason be expressed by the aorist tense.

raarxacs (13) VS. maaxaxyesn (4)
-~ T
188 o ce remy TAumro fgAaxaxycA &Para

— —d
FrAage e MmoAmuc A JFa HTr X gy
and when he was speaking these words the

brothers wept saying, "Father, pray to God
for us -

37T Waera ... mpudc K& rposy ero [u]

AaaKaecpA 7o rTy e e cloemms

Olga ... came to her husband's grave and
mourned for him

TAGKa Xy <c 6 b meaning "wept," is indeterminate and
alwayvs occurs in the imperfect tense (e.g., on p. 188).
Maaxacs » however, which occurs 13 times meaning "mourned,"
always occurs in the aorist (e.g., on p. 57). The explana-
tion for the indeterminate aorist form must be that the verb
FAaarare 15 indeterminate, but is idiomatically used iny
the aorist when it means mourned, and implies the period of

mOurning.

-

4. Cognitive Verbs

The six verb groups in this section (listed in
Appendix 4) are the .only ones of the 109 groups studied

(excluding the verbs of motion) which contain stems which
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do not formally distinguish between indeterminate and
deéerminate, i.e., the unprefixed stem functions as both a
determinate and indeterminate stem. The use of tense, however,
is consmstent with the use descrlbed in other . sectlons, in
that the verb occurring in the imperfect tense has indeter-
minate value (describes a state or process); while the wverb

——

e
occurring in the aorist has determinate value (refers to an

event) .
&
Buasrwe (4) and guay (33)
8 M rnpusce 8¢ ChoB83muy ... m Bul3 .
) -é.\w
7'_y A 08 1 Yy arg -'.‘.
£ Y
"he reached the Slavs ... and saw the people
dwelling there e
190 w1 quwe Koro BudAwe B nmomiliwaeHiH ’
whbiumygqwe M BTl . \

if he beheld any brother lost in reflection, he
reproved him in secret

264 wwe Koro BuopUWE AU wWrorra A B
o
Moe JFasop,ps He ocyafuwe

if he saw anyone uproarious or comm:.tt:.ng some
excess, he did not condemn him

88 u 53 Adamr B8 pau. Buapue L
L1 CAaBaue

Adam was in paradise. He saw Bod and praised
him ‘
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. .
e o

' 3
111 8 ce spema pazbsond Borocowurps wurrd

M MWC SuaAue MYy Todx e

at this time Viadimir fell ill and was unable
to see

Bua Fru . can be either indeterminate or determinate.
It occurs most frequently in the aorist, where the action
is expressed as a:é objective fact.in the manner of a deter- - ’
minate verh, e.g., on p. 8. It also functions as an indetér-
minate verb, referring to the éense of sight or ai:ility to
see, and in this case appears in .the imperfect tense, as on
pp- 88 and 11l1. The other two occurrences of the imperfect
tense (pp. 190 and 264) are not indeterminate. T'hey are -
regular determinate imperfect. forms, contai_ning (f:he detexr-

minate value of Buwa?7w as it appears in the aorist sense,

and refersto repeated discrete events. in the past.

ol
r';\‘,y (26) and rawa (7)
118 a Aeraponts cTewA rawe oyB8u: MHrF

but the bDevil, moaning, said, "Woe is me
196 Mupraxar: bSo B Becw rAaxocTu AFraxy

/—eM_./ i1 r‘}Txtf Hau e +ECH

many times the demons harassed him, and saig,

"You belong to us -

132 pocwinara ~ bﬁofucy rawe rako ¢ Tobore
. .
AroboBée UurmPTu

he sent a message to Boris,.saying . that he
desired to .live . at peace with him

A -
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FﬁqraﬁaT‘,’. r 88 SBuaPFru above, serves as both
an indeterminate and determinate verb. Tt occurs most fre-
quently in the imperfect. tense, asgon pp. 118, 196, ahd 132,
where. it functions as an indeterminate verb and refers to
the content of the action. The imperfect is the regqular
tense for the .indeterminate verb, and. does not in itself
refer to repe-_a.ted act_ion. Thus it need not be ‘\;.ranslated
as "commonly-said," as is d&ne in the Cross translations of
PP. 215 and 271 (not presented here). Ih the séme way,
nac:::/d ara --s FAwe (p. 132) need not be translated “"He

sent messages" (plural).
— =
256 - u Awa .k cosd pfexyuye mo Y70 Ty &y

/oycscxjro Fe&ra ro
o i they s‘;ol.:% to each other saying, "Whv de we
destroy % land of Rus'
136 xp 3 Cy7e caoseca 'rao;a_ /e e f'_;z"_g,_
KT MM E |
- where are_the, words vou s?oke to me
260 gwe gy HenpaBo raa ATai
if David spoke untruthfully

183 ppuace Awrpwuy Mo, wb2r9are Ko

-— b -3 -
wkonyre 1 ria fTu sAr8u wwe

Ueaku & v He Ezf b BETa i

Antonius .came to the window -according to his
habit and.said, "May the Lord bless vou, Father
Isaac.” But there was no reply

b



THE ANALYSIS ——~__ \ 61
185 Bgwess & sevely # 3arfopAwe A.Be/g

Y
reyep¥ u 3aci/Aaue FepeTero

He riwe HuxKomyrke

he entered ‘a crypt, closed the door behind him,

and covered himself with dust. He spoke to no

one -

In all 7. occufrences of the aorist tense, the verb
is determinate, and refers to the objective act of speaking,
rather than to the action 6f communicating. It may be ‘
translated as "spoke," as opposég to “saiq:" On p. 256 the
determinate formﬁrj:yﬂ requires a second verbal form.
(Pexyuie ) to express the actual communication. A similar
construction appears.on p. 106: riwa cKkasarowe (they
spoke about the beginning of the world). On pp. 136 and
260 we are concerned with spee 3s an objective fact. The
excerﬁt from p. 193 is not as clear, but I think that the
- determinate aorist form must. mean ﬁhat‘Antoniuﬁ spoke,
whereas Isaac éid.noé ;eply.

Since the verb is sometimes_&etermina;e, }fﬂaxc may
function as a determinatejzﬁgerfect form,. as on p. 185;

Here it occurs with Bther determinate imperfects: 3arraa/hdaaé
and 3acz,Powe , and referé to repeated objective events. |
This,is the only occurrence.of the deﬁermiﬂate.imperfect in

the text; all other verbs in' the imperfect tense appear to

be indeterminate.
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™ - : [
Mok awe (5) and MmMorowa (4)
145 e rMomawe cFadTu [Ha xoﬂuj ' "
he was unable to ride ‘ '
66 fleqen33u oyzrpemuwach wa He . . . u He

Mofoura emy HuYTome cr8opur”
e —— - . .
the Pechenegs hurried in pursuit ... but did
nct succeed in doing any harm A
W'I‘his verb also function4 an indeterminate ' imper-

’

fect and a detennine'lté aorist verb. 1In the imperfect tense
it describes a capability; and in the aorist, it refers to

an objective event.

«

rMHAXY TE  (3) an-d My a 'S I ‘ '

-

-~ / .
66 63 bo oymFra HevemFneecRu m
( MHBAIYTE y cBoéTo

for he knew the Pecheneg language, and thev
thought that he was one of them

66 1w Jrcace B% rpR83F KauSpydra fegen F3ua

.. .
e fHBUWa KRHA3A Rpuwed a

the people in the city raised a shout, so that
the Pechenegs thought that the. Prince hz.mself

-
",
. b had arrived

MHAXYT G functions as an. indeterminate verb, describ-
"ing a cognitive state, while M~ P wa appears to be deter-

. - « 8 .
minate, referring . to a discrete event.
“ 4
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cmAxy " (4) and cm3F (2)

141 rpuse )pocrase u crowa nporudy w roas

arsly,

AHBapa i He cmAxy Hu cu wHIXT Mt

WwHy  cuxe Havaru u cloreura /‘72.‘5
Yaroslav arr:_ved and the brothers stood over
against each other on both banks of the Dnieper,
but neither party dared attack And they re-
mained there for three months

35 daacre Toe exe e3P eTBofuTH .
he shall return what he has dared to appropriate
cMAxy and ¢mF are similar to M Xy 76 ang.

#1# 3uq in form, meaning .and function.

'-r A
o~

XoT Awe (13) and Xar'f (3) ~
218 '_BonoAuMefz'. Xor Awe Mupfa C?Oﬂo/:xz'
Hee XoT. pUE faTu

Vladimir favored peace, but. Svyatopolk wanted
war . '

263 CTonmoant e Xo7'$ ToEBrHy 7L we
Kueda [i] He sawa rermy  Hisrame

’ Svyatopolk wanted to. fleev from XKiev, but the
Kievans would not let him

The indeterminate imperfect form occurs most fre-
quently and means "desired, wanted," as on P. 219. However,
Xor374 occurs in the aorist five times, always with deter-

minate meaning, and can.be translated by. "was about to."

The determinate for:m is probablv functionally related to

X0T57‘14 as future auxiliary.
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5. The Verbs of Motion - ?

The indeterminate and determinate verbs égrgst}on
display a liberated use of tense: the. indeterminate verb

" (prefixed and nonprefixed) occurs in the aorist tense to

. express discrete action; and<the determinate nonprefixed

verb occurs in the imperfect tense. to express exténded
determinate action (as well as iterated action). On the
oéher,hand, tense .polarization is evident in the use Qf the
determinate nonprefixedwverb, which occurs most fregquently
in the aorist; and in the ﬁse of the determinate prefixed
verb, which occurs almostfexclusively iﬁﬁtg? aorisf, except
to express iteration.

The wverb groups bSa:7u and. TAary : oaraTu
are included in this section because they display patterns

of tense usage similar to those of the verbs of motion.
A : , )

-

202 paxyi e BLpara rero fTPorWacra #n - A

Xoa ¢ 70 Yrowew IJemau EAyaA um cTAAWro

rermy  naMis Ha cToad cBoEr1e
the brothers .expelled him, and he went wandering

through foreign lands.. Later, when he was again
restored to his throne . -

156 1 xosu 7o MomacTLifermt s HeE BL3Arc b4

he went about the. monastheries and liked none
. of them

i
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B

54 <« _x';rarryra Pyece 8Boauuta ‘/007'_5' y-)

» ry =
YT eTre HAa b
and the Christian Russes took ocath in the
Church of St. Elias

207 Sdwe ci KHA3C TUXT - - . secATUNY

barg oTFu BSLy & cBokro wumINira
nre A AT

this blessed prince was calm ... he gave a
tithe of all his possessions vearly to the
Blessed Virgin :

. o~ -
282 4 s -2 Ya Are . J{oaauw“cA 9reecs Cyay

N
U  KAURHYywW a Ha Mo

at the sixth hour of the day, they crossed the
Sula and shouted at them . .

The indeterminate nonprefixed. verb occurs regularly
in the aorist as well as the imperfect tense. The forms
presented here are indeterminate and refer to the content

of the action:’ €.9., Xoau (pp. 202 and 156) refers to

wandering or walking as such; and .the indeterminate form

;POAMw“c,g (p. 282) Yefers to the action of crossing,_
rather than to the event. The aorist tense imposes a limit
on the action,.\but does not occur with a specific reference

to the time period of the action, as it does with non-

'motion verbs. This use of the. indeterminate verb in the

aorist tense is contrary to the law of polarization, and does

not occur outside the verbs of motion.
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Mra/"eaq e BR3LacTlLuro i XoMawe

. ) .
70 asF M enoy Wwawq (croy wawe)

P ]

ef‘

when Igor grew up he followed after Oleg and
obeved his instructions

A%L Suu Howauwech Bepxyy Soatl

the Holy Ghost hovered over the waters
Xoa A B803% no ¢cofP MHe Bo3Awe - Hir

KoTiaa HU MACT  Bapf
upon his expedftions he carried with him
neither wagons nor kettles, and boiled no
meat .
A4 A/oyjubr /’0#/;/\:‘_ J-é'f?_y Aaf-a;x:(

' &
so that the others-gsalt him blows

The indeterminate unprefixed verb occurs here -in

the imperfect tense. ygrxeawe (p. 29) and HOUWQweeA (p. 105)

appear to be regular indeterminate imperfect verbs, referring

to the process of action per se.

the indeterminate may.be expressed as completed action in

k|

On the other hand, because

the aorist tense, it may be that the imperfect tense refers

to repeated action in such forms as gpzAwe on p.
daraxy on p. 196. However, no variation of these
indeterminate imperfect forms is attested in the text, and

it is thus difficult to impose an interpretation on these

particular forms.

64 or
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w—

127 u &/ racatw Beauxt 5/ ropos’d ...
T4 oyaoamcucA weTora B ropedd  u
&P rnasdz BeAuk®

there was a great famine in the city ... The
seige was prolonged,”and the famine was severe

54 ce Fo &r cbopmara ..'.;;;KS:-{ rMHOo3I U Ko
- ~

SGFuwa Bapsrsu Xér-a H U

this was in fact a parish church, since many
of' the Varangians were Christian

39 trawo &3 m 1.”?7'30 AomernTucrnoBe HIX Ly

Boarx8e wumeHe ARoronuTAHUKRG J3HaEMs

Hegwe weerg§a or Téofzﬂ Bcroa ¥ 5T

fPasd « 8B ceqge Secos bckaa Yrodeca

auring the reign of Domition there was a certain

soothsaver named ApCdlonius of Tyana. He

attained celebrity journeying about performing

infernal miracles throughout the cities and

towns

The indeterminate of &4 4/7« occurs normally in the
aorist tense (148 times) and only three times in the imper-
fect. The excerpt from p. 127 demonstrates the difference
between the determinate and indeterminate aorist form. The
determinate form b’z? introduces the fact of the famine;
while the indeterminate form &3 is a static verb, used
in reference to the guality og?he famine. &3 and SF&a
{(p. 54) ’z.-;lso refer to the content of being rather than to the
existence of being. Seawe (p. 39) is one of thgz three

occurrences of the indeterminate imperfect. . It describes

indeterminate action as process.
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231 u npusocera Kz 3apyby [u Tyl pmere posucTach

U He wuroTuwea wxt [ToaroBHu

they arrived at Zarub and crossed the river
without being detected by the Polovcians

)
231 C(7onoaxt xe u BoAocaurmepre Bé'fc.z:o:.?'}}

7

B T/y&'cgc_(, X /TDAO-BJ-{GH'G

Svvatopolk and Vladimir crossed the Trubezh
to encage the Polovecians

206 4 Bewu Kurame BEAUKTL Taay¥e. CcT8opfuusa

Bl

Had  HUMe Co AAMILI u TIHMU [TpoBos Uiz

/F
Lt 8o CTa A rmuTpera

all the pecople of Kiev raised great lamenta-
tions for him, and brought him with chants and
hymns to St. Demetrius

o~

106 4 pe ume ce mruxoswwa Ko MH3D
e
EOAJ'G/’Q - . . Focer?é e TP X4 i a
HErmyy ... 70 curd TPpusog/a MHudaobe cec Hme

<
nocalxe Tfuaoa FPesu

he said to. them, "Behold, the Bulgars c¢ame to
me ... After that the Germans came ... After
them arrived the Jews and finally the Greeks.

The indeterminate prefixed verb may appear in the
aorist tense. The tyo examples from p. 231 demonstrate the
difference between the indeterminate and determinate stems.
In the first example nepe Spon ucTacs refers to the
content of the action, i.e., they crossed without being
seen, while in the second example, g 5 ; cc7q Yrefers

strictly to the event. Both are egx’essed.in the aorist,

- which contradicts the law of polarization. -
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Pr«sosmwa  (p. 206) and 7 puroowwa (P- 106)
also provide exampleg of the indeterminate. prefixed verb
in the aorist tense. The stylisti;: effect of a shift from
indeterminate to de;}terndnate verbs on p. 106 \is"a‘ shift in

emphasis from the coming itself to further arrivals as

events.

104 v ce pexts Busvowauwecs Ha 7-750

having thus spoken, he.ascended into heaven

175 w4 npuBomaxy K Huma ‘cecTpis cBora

ﬁ‘ ﬂ??ﬁe u eewss CBora

and they brought to them their sisters, mothers '
- and wives :

190 ce e cTapfeye nocad wexomeawe we
HeprBu wuaywro e krry reL Ui OITY
Chse wroYTUuUBXta 708L Lusomz

the starets.came out of the church later by
himself, and sat down to rest under the bell

197 w8oroa e rmaxir g mowu Tfu Xoxe cxy

~ Hel“)y

sometimes, however, (the demons) came to him
again by night
The indeterminate prefixed verb may alsc cccur in
the imperfect tense. 8%3wowcuwec.s (p. 104), n'f «“B8oxaxy

(p. 175) and wexomeowe (p. 190) are regular imperfect

tense forms. Although 7P« Xoxcary (P. 197) refers to

\
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' répeated action, this is not an essential meaning of the

form: the verbal action is neither completed nor repeated.

192 53 we ravo trero TPoCKY pa FeOUMA w1
Ta e gepece OHe - Bodus B rmBpy nirewe

Npusscfuwere e remy Besukzru Anrorues

b [fodafBowe reMy (okoMyerms -

his sustenance was one wafer, and that only
-once a day, and he drank .but moderately of
water. The great Antonius carried it to. him,
and passed it to him through a window

216 F3auxqg sxe ArIE A e YCLHO fLzy U [«]

Nodartauwe TprPeipBar é&re wArT

he was extremely fond of monks and minis-
tered to their needs.

v -

157 4 TrUXoaRXy K Hemy FApukocAawe e

reny Ece ma Te7Tpeky 53

) people came to him, bringing whatever he
needed -

An interesting phenoménon, concomitant with the
possibility of the indeterminate aorist form, i.e., the
cépability of expressing indeterminate action as completed,
is the indeterminate imperfect form which, functions in a
mannexr similar to the determinate. 1mnerfect, Fnd d cribes.
repeated discrete act:.on. APUrvOC preTt a.nd 704 aga[ < on /
p. 192 refer to a repeated sequence of actions. The :.-\fom
n'>uHac,ﬂu/¢r(o may be contrasted with the soft stem al"a3ﬂaw<7wcf-'4?

(p. 104:.ahove); and 700 aebawe may be contrasted with
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on p. 216. n7wxos pry (p.‘\.s_'?) occurs

704 raure.

frequently and describes repeated completed action.

e
13 Spaqmtly wézryray WUrTAKY HE Xome
FATe 1o HeBFLTYy NWo [1Pu BoAAXy sevgepy
47 o

a JasSaT/la r_?_,"UHowa;;y 7o MNeu

Saaasy e .

they had. their wedding customs, whereby the
groom's brother did not fetch. the bride, but
she was brought to the bridegroom in the

evening, and in the morning they brought her

dowry
130 w oyporxome Eaz-az.qro\ Kugy as83%F

T8CAYF rpubn? & rdaa so rosa

“& TiicAgro HosB8Fropoa rAusens

ra 3.0&30)(}/

(Yaropolk) paid. two thousanad grivny a vear
as tribute to Kiev, and another thousand to

his garrison ip—% vgorod
- Onip. 13 the fhard sfem ﬂf&csoa/gxy occurs w £h
regular indeterminateg\imperf.ect forms xoyce ¥< . and
TrPuHoMaxy . An explanation for the form /7,0:( Soa Axy

(as opposed to the form f?;"aéoxcax\f } is that it describes

habitual action which precedes the action of 7P wrow AXY .

and therefore refers to repeated completed action.
. Panl
The imperfect /’a34aaaxy (P. 130) occurs twice

in the text, alwaYs with a hard stem to express repeated

action. This corresponds with the. general usage of the

indeterminate verb fa3s3daraTy , which occurs seven times

in the aorist ( puzygra ). (fa3sartaxy does not occur.)
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do occur in.the aorist tense, as FPmqg (p. 75) and
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CAv/wa8 e ce Borcaumisu B Hog Fropos?

raco [HPonoaxi oy bu loara oyboraBcA

E34q Fa rose
when Vladimir in. Novgorod heard that Yaropdlk .
had killed Oleg, he was afraid (and fled abroad

Arodu pLal3 o Auwa & Behroda B Hexd
gea o«

LY ce,ﬂaoé’an;

they separated the pecople and led them into
tents to their relatives

Although 90% of the determinate nonprefixed verbs

Beaowa (P. 225), the examples below demonstrate that the

dterminate nonprefixed verb does refleect a tendency to

ing among the\ non-motion verbs.

220

145

< .
liberate tens/from the determinate-plus-aorist law operat-

!

Tk
L Tonoaxe  ome wu 80410.4#4/‘?6/6\/(4/] PoeTwuenasa

!

HeroATUuBue AfyMucukly noudowa o HAAWE
) — -
Ha adecwmBu cTopor B C7omonn

after marshalling their troops, Svv-atopolk,
Vliadimir and Rostislav moved forward. .
Svryatepolk marched on the right wing

M4 HCCAXYTE L MHa HOCUAZXTL PLuMecouwa

v AN .
M Kt bececroro SBrorome ¢ Hurmz - - . i

EBhcaxy & HurMtl e Me B HMerMouiu Aeg

they carried him on a litter and brought him
to Brest, fleeing with him ... and they fled
wit.h him, while he lay in a faint

~
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<
28B4 y Moucu BeAURTIU Me B3rowme JuwadITu asMrxaro
—
gecTecr8a BoaAwere B6 ra 8L AW, CToafle

whaaternt a B Nowyuy cTOATG WINCHE

To ce MNME scTOoANME BoaAWe wuxl HO _aHr/f.
~

) s _ —
UBAWwe npe Hurru 8 Houyu u BE 8HE

even the great Moses could not view the .angelic’
being, for a pillar of gloud led them by day and
a pillar of fire by night.‘® This was not a pillar

leading them, but. an angel was going before them
‘by nicht and day

This usage is peculiar to the verbs of motion, i.e.,

_the determinate imperfect (nonprefixed) form expresses

~ 3

“‘»— e.*cten‘de determlnate action, as demonstrated b'v
on p. 220, ané@ meecpAXYyTE and 5§maxyn on p. 145. On

HaRue

p. 284 the eﬂctended determ:.nate. act:.on sz.aznwe_ ) refers
to the angel go:.ng‘before, as an event, in contrast to the
indeterminate action ( Boaswe ). which refers to the

manner in which they were led .(the content of the action).

282 vaxy bo whirvau wumbrawe CTO0MoAKT

KoA ut M@JH&. Boury

for it was Svyatopolk's custom that whenever
he went to war

. ' The determinate imperfect (nonprefixed) may also
express repeated discrete action, as does ya.pwe (p. 282).

Among the non-motion verbs. this is the.only fynction of the

determinate imperfect form.
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-
‘

8 usderme ﬂo_cnl:ixce,' Eti Kueao

where later Kiev was

The 'verb Etr 7T with determinate meaning is most
freguently found in the .aéris.t tense (127 times, compared

with 45 in the imperfect tense}. 5;? on p.- 8 and p. 127

(above) refers to being as a fact of existence.

9[:4] SAwe wrose }'/'q-aa c¥et wu Loyt LSCAUKNDG

u EAXy Aoaaﬂuxa\sg'ﬁ/c bAxy My SLya S
u cmieaeru  [u] Hapugaxycs on Ane
around the town lay a wood and a great pine
forest. There were hunters and wise™and
prudent men. 2And they were cilled Polyvanians

201 -04¢r. we 4 Lopucy [we] EAcT7a . .
but Oleg and Boris were notf there |

24 1 Braawa Waero8li 70 LA ASY raxoce
[Mj Kosaporm s axy : -

they gave Oleg a sh:.ll:.ng apiece, as they had
pa.:.d the Xhazars

S§Awe , the determinate imperfect form_o‘?zﬁ'w ,4

expresses extended determinate action. Occurrences on

4 According to C. E. van.Schoonveld (1959, Chap. III),
bawme is the .0ld Russian.equivalent of the 01d Church Slavonic
imperfective imperfect §Fawe . Citing. from the Povest' (983)
Erwe Buptrt ecourb ¢ £F ABopT 6o, waewme . ..

(there was one Varangian, and his manor was where},. he describes
the difference between &§fw e and 5% . in terms of the irgerfect
and aorist tense; i.e., the impexrfect denotes a fact of
importance. for. the whole. story, while. the aorist denoctes a
simple fact. I.would.suggest.that the verb §fAwe is deterxr-
minate and (Zs the determinate verb &%+ ) refers to a fact of
existence, here extended.in the imperfect tense (as the
determinate imperfect wsoAwe ); whereas &% 1is incdeterminate,
and refers to a mode of existence.
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\PP. 9 and 201 refer to extended events. saxy (p. 24), thé;

N
A

imperfect tense of the determinate verb 4e7¢ , also refers to
an}ctended fact. This usage is identical with the function of
the determ.lnate imperfect peculiar to the verbs of motion.
185 raxo wswaAwe us ModcTiies: .. u -
54‘Ta§fﬂu1e ABEpu mTeEYeCpd u I I/ Tawse

DepeTerO - - . e Au SysAde Hymiermne wpPydlbs
S
. ~
" TOo wKrONgeML MaAT/ bectaogecwe

. thus he would.leave the monastery. ... anéd shut
the door of his cave and cover himself with

dust ... if he needed anything he would converse
through .a small window

127 [_14] npusowa w eTewa wKkoao bFaaroposa
“ .
L1 He dasAXxy BirAcceTuy w3 fofosa ' -7

~ they came and took up positions around Belgorod
and allowed no sally from the city

Que AobXxary 524/;141“: wE:‘-)"tu He./

Dad fpe BelPPrAvyu Koksps HO geaAwe 8unpavu
~4 —

L AU cbt Au CE- Ay mewts 8 TeaBry

if they wanted to.ride they did not have a horse
harnessed, but instead gave directions for three,
four or five women to be harnessed to a cart

Szrrw and saru also occur with the regular
determinate imperfect of repeated discrete a_ction. Eow-
ever, these two verbs possess a separate stem for this
function, i.e., the hard stems &ysa - and vad -. Sya.pwe,

on .p. 185, refers to repeated events, and occurs with other

~

reqular determinate imperfect verb forms: w3., .4 ve

r
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3aTBopAWwE and 3a_gnzﬂ?;2/c. The -use of Lad AXxy on

p. 127 corresponds-to repeated ai:tempts' to sally from the

city. 6ya.pwe 'and saw e both occur on p. 12 together -

with the determinate -imperfect 5e/;/::w(_ ;, and Obviously'

. - n L)
-

D -« refer to repsated discrete action.
189 Qe RKTo Koau njuz—rcc/ﬂ we aFTuuye SoneMH .

.2 . . . nr -

T ' Kawy Bre Arobo Hc.dyra T odep i

L]
-~

yhenever anyognge brought a chJ.ld suffera.ng
. ¥ - . _ from some kind of. disease (to the monastery)

. ' 190 quyje Komy 470 peyawe Auw bobfo AU

A0 CEVAAWETECA CTafye <Canof0

S ' whenever he said anything to anybody., whether
.o good or bad, the. wo:;d of the elder éwas fulfilled |

.93 n’ou.a,c & demaP él—anert’-cf(” “ 5544,‘”‘3__{""

! o’ 3 o ( =
S - T AN e . )

.. 2 - te [ac ny?‘cmal WO “AyeT T M N

c

. gﬁ NHOM;/‘HD/‘:I“_O o nfe.g-r.'u.a/ﬂvwc rpeay
“Usta Hou o eToAR7 T WIHCHT

v . he departed outf of the land of Egypt. And the .

" # - JLord led them/over the road through the desert -
to the Red Sea,- preced:.ng them by night as a
{fiery pillar

L]

3

' The determinate prefixed verbs most ‘closely conform
" to t'tie law of §oiarization’. They eccur most frequently in 2.
@,.. o the aor:.st te.nse (examples were glven above in excerpts

frOm PP 220, 106, . and:‘ 231), and occur. in the imperfect only
_b L

to expz:ess repea:ted afscrete act:x.on. ﬂf’u Hec Awe (P-189)
FY

andy - c5ymvp:w cren . (P I.90) botkr refer to d:x.ss:rete events.
3, -

- . r
_ . . e s ‘ ‘ > .‘ \
a o d

kY

Pl L“
Y

-
, ; . . . . ) s

L e . : o LY

P " LT . . » i X i U . R . vt e
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€& .
npessua smwe (B 95),\hoﬁeve£{_is an exception, and could
refer to‘eﬁfended dete{minate-acﬁioh (in énaloéy with
wasrwe - It -.occurs here v.p_th Besaspwe a nonprefixed
determinate iﬁpehfect expressing extended determinate

- L4
action._

The 014 Church Slavonlc verbs of motion did not
‘manlfest liberation of tense relative to the determinate:
indeterminate opposition to the same degree as we find in
the Povest'. Ye. V. Cheshko (1951), in her studv of the

Codex Zographensis, fgund*a complete absence of the

indeterminabe aorist. (such as xoswwa and ,..,a MoCuwa )

&
and the preflxed determinate lmperfect (such as npumecAxy ),
‘i.e., forms whlch occur in the Old East Slavic chronlcles,
ete. Accordlng to V. V. Borodich (1954, D. 87) also, the

aorist of lndetermlnate stems and the lmperfect of preflxed

determlnate stems is pot met in the earllest 0ld Church

.-SlaVinC texts.
S . o -
pw)- ) . - . )

¥
LS
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS -~

Tense polarization is an essential feature of the
verbal svstem represented by the forms of the Povest'

Vremennvkh Let'. Fifty-one: groups display complete poléi-

ization, i.e., the aorist tense always occurs with the
determinate stem,’and the imperfect tense dlwavs occurs with
the iﬁde£erminate stem. The determinate imperfect and
indetermina?e aorist exceptions (found in 27 and 10 verb
groups, respectively) are special uses occurring in verb
groups which otherwise display palarization.

The determinate imperfect form alwayvs expresses a’

. ‘ : ..
repeated discrete event, thereby retaining both the values
b4 . .

.'of determinate {event) and aorist (discrete). The indeter- b

minate aorist form is always accompanied by a specific time

period, generally explicit. Thus it retains the values of,

indeterminate (action per se) ag\z:il as imperfect (process) .

These special uses of the imperfect and aorist tenses are

therefor recisely defined by the stem, and do not reflect

an arbitrary use of tense. . .

. In the group which has been named cognitive, i.e.,
the indeterminate value implies a gonsciousness of a cogni-
Ao . : . ’
tive act or process itself, a common unprefixed stem is

used with both the imperfect and’ aorlst tenses, although the

_prefixed forms conform to the pattern of poigilzatlon. As

these stems number only six of a total of ;99 non-motion

A
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verb groups (some groups have members in more than one
section) , thev.do not significantly undermine the main
thesis. : Moreover, these verbs mgintain the determinatgi
indeterminate distinction, in that the stem used with the
imperfect tense always refers to the content of the éction,
whiie égé stem- - used with the aorist refers to an event.

The verbs of motion, on the other hand, do not
display tense polarization relative go the determlnate.
indéterminate'opposition, i.e., the imperfect and aorist
tenses ocg\r with both the determinate and indeterminate
stems. The lndetermlnate verb ~ocuru occurs in the
aorist to express the act of carrving performéd as a dis-
crete act in the Past ( ~Hocu ); the determinate verb |,
~NeeTor | occurs in the imperfect ﬁ& express an extended
event (Mecawe ).

Aaru 1 daraTuy and .S%/744 verb groups are
included in this section because they‘aisplay the same

-

patterns of tense usage. - -

An interesting phenomenon reflected in the verbs of

motion is that if ay indeterminate verb can occur in the-

.

aorist tense as discrete act:.on, lt can \also appear in the
a ”~
imperfect as repeated action. These two funct:.ons are dis-

tinguished in the prefixed indeterminate form by means of
hard and soft endings off/the stem, i.e., /7 wrIOCA XY

1 .
expresses! repeated actiorn, whereas wmpuwowa xy does not.
. » .

- b
R e
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The aAgry : Sarerer and 5‘;,-,-M groups distinguish 't..hese
functlons in the simple determlnate as well, by means of
stem variations: da s pye and Syapuwe - refer to re-
Peated action, while daxy and s,4,.e refer to extended
action.

‘As I"discuss below, the liberation of tense usage
among the verbs of motlon is. a point in favor of the argu-
ment concerning the role of polarlzatlon in the development
of aspect, not a Prcblem.

The phenomenon of t+he determinate:indeterminate
opposition (reflected ig tense polarization) leads to a
theory of the developﬁent of aspect. The Predictability of
tense usage implies a redundancy, and according to the
linguistie Principle of simplification, we can expect a
normalization of fense endings--which did occur with the
=/ ending of the perfect tense. It must be emphasized that
normalization does not mean morphological borrowing, or even

morphological change. (A possible reason for the use of

. »
.the -4 ending is that among the past tenses it was only in

the perfect tense that both the indeterminate and determinate
stem occurged ) The values of the imperfect and aorlst

tensés were retained by the - A ending, and were a part of

the later aspect system.

If has been.observed tgét.the verbs .of motion dig

not (except in the preflxed determinate forms) reflect

£

®
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polarization. An ekplanation, therefore, for the emergence
of the category of determigate:indeterminate which exists
in the modern verbs of moti;n is that the lireration of
tense in the 0ld East Slavic verbs of motion occurred be-
fore tﬁe normalization of tense endings, and therefore the
universal -/ ending of the past tense did not retain the
value of a specific tense, i.e., the stem did not combine
with predictable Qofist or imperfect tense value. It is
the absence of this formation which allowed the determinaﬁe:
indeterminate category of the verbs of métion to remain in
the language as a remnant of the old system (modified, of-
course, during the proceés of aspectualization).

If we consid%r the modern aspect;SYStem as the re-
sult of combinations of determinate—plus—aorist and
indeterminate—plus;imperfect values, some of the anomalies
of the modern aspect structure can be explained. For example,
iterativity (the combination of determinate stem and imper-
fect tense) had to accommodate ‘the new structure by sacrifiec-
ing the determinate stem and joining the indeterminate
imperfect verb group. It is possibly for this reason that
repeated action requires a special definition within the
structure of aspect. ‘

Another well known anomaly is the use ‘of the verb
type siurcaan Vs as in Kro rmucaan 9raf /oa/—;a)-/ ? where an

i
imperfective verb expresses completed action. This may be’

"
1
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explained by keeping in mind tﬂat the aorist and imperfect
tense endings were normalizéd with the -4 ending, which
did not indicate the value of the perfect tense. However,
it is possible that the form pufca,; in the context
mentioned is a remnant of the perfect tense of the indetef—
minate verb, and means "Who ha§ rerformed the action of

writing the novel?"

These examples demonstrate the efficacy of the ..
éresent theory, which not only provides a more parsimonious
modei for the descripﬁion of the bld East élavic verbal
svstem, but also serves as the basis for 5 description of

aspect formation which clarifies some of the anomalies of

the modern system.
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‘'NOTE ON APPENDICES

The appendices 1is£ all verbs used in the:study, and
give the number of occurrences of aqrist‘and imperfect tense
forms. bnlyrverb groups whicﬁuhaVe members attested in the
text in both tenses were used. °

Arpendix 1 contains verbs which disélay complete
_ tense polarization, i.e., the imperfect tense occurs only
with‘ﬁhq indeterminate verb, while the aorist tense occurs
only with the determinate. Appendices 2 and 3 contain
determinate imperfect and indeterminate acrist forms
(underlined). These occurrences reflect sgecial uses of the
imperfect and avbrist tense;. Appendix 4 lists six verb
groups which-expréss both indeterminate and determinate
meaning with the same unprefiied sten. 'Appendix 5 contains

. b .
the verbs of motion. These verﬁs reflect a liberation in- the

nse of tense-—-a tendency away from polarization.

' an g

4 i



- APPENDIX 1 .

VERB GROUPS DISPLAYING TENSE POLARIZATION
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1
{
3
\
s
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N Senswe (

N

VERB

Indetgrminate

LG8A3 LrB8axy
(1)

FresbsawecA

8iirapaxycs ;| us

7o r/o.b‘é'axj (1) (\\'
/
C&Au/aax] (1)

ABuxxawe (1)

ausasxy (1)
ToAc baw ey {3)
wacraxy (1)
“aBraxy (1)

38axy (ca) (5)

7po3zi8axy, Tpu-;

J

e ——
-

cCE-

APPENDIX 1

b
A

(3)

. To-
rd

UPS DISPLAYING TENSE POLARIZATION

Determinate

pas3foasca (7)

(1)

A
CBiauwua

ppormwisawea; Fa3-" (8)

Bejrop3ata(ch) ] y3-; ¢%-;

rFai= (6

ﬂorchoQa (13).
wapa; pas- (3)
fr3a8uime (3)

oysuBucsp ; 70-(3)
o0 bucAH (4)
waonF

(12)

ca _«'p‘“r—a; Ha -~ (CcA)

N

“n

95

b4

(5}



APPENDIX 1

uerawe . (3)

TpuscKesrBary (1)
«f

z.rfc./rzs‘aﬁéwc; be- £3)
KAaagr A X;-‘ .(3-)
OyKAdHaxyT;C.A (1
Kemaxorme (1)
KRyroBawe (1)

Kycawe (y

ﬂ/o/lu,éawg (1)

Atobawe  (6)
Mygaxy (2)
wriiBowe (1)

MiicARwe (1)
TP eert Lottt /T/ﬂd/c./’ AD-,‘ ()y'—,’

70 - (43 .
5M¢Ta.><o] (2)

cwb pETaxy (1)

AoucRaxomes,; cr-

ToRAaA oula

-

MTOoOMKAON W e.A

meRKoma ;s mpo-, -
i 2P,

CoSo /7 A

BAycu ; HC-] 0y -

ALraur e

Hat/:'ér-au/a-,‘ T

gisarobu

Trurmy 9u

L A

aAorjétenw oy -;

TO -

-
W FTaet -

(7)

4
96
‘ (4)
Y -
(1)
(9)
(1_2)“
(8) )
(5)
(1 - -
o 0837 w3-
(9)
(2)
(1)
; &) Tpo-;

(11)

(1)

whprrowa C=; yeTpric (13)

N

.

st



fr.a.a axy (2} .

brasawe (1)

-

FTacAwe (1)
”“Xa-"y- (1)
/TA"C...BQ“’.H?. (1)
nAasawe (1)
/Mie.ffoaczx)z (2}
fro/ro'j,iuy (1)
fadoBawecs {6)
,‘-,—o.a/ancaxy - (1)
Cerauwe (2)

wenBeprpxy (1)

taabawe  (3)

rpocaaBas xy (1)
HacaBbasolfacra (1)

Tpucnisawe (2)

APPENDIX 1

Cﬂe.x}-fy w e (2)

baromy (1)
mpunnywa (2)

FORA LM (5)

. -

«w 7oMoAl3&c.A (1)

-

whprasobawach ;, 7o-

»

(2)

TOLaZUXG [ FpEws - (4)

jc;c W~ (4)

weRBepru o (3)

TrLocAa b e (

HacaAFouwuwa

ApucaF; oy- (6)

-

(2)

!

!
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AP ucryrawe (2) - cT;nua/;_? (3)
) ‘ Jc?’yﬁuu_/a.; 3:-,‘-(7'/'6.-,’_6,5- ¢
" (—/"‘
Ja-, pfac-; m7pr-; 56/:," 7oA -,
\.
/7-:-/’ 70 - . (SQ) \\ .
cramxy (4) \ cfae - (56) \
N
Tpuc FoaAxy (2) ccBae; 8-, w-; B~ (6N
TomwAXy (1) ) ToTorre ;. Oy </ e (7
Tymawe (l) BocTymuura (1)
ﬂ/_",’—\
facTur a;xy (1y— » /Oac.:r'((,‘l =~ (1)
oymAwe (2) , rasym® (6)
oy yaure 7o (2) _ Haoyaguy 7o~ (CA) (4)
XBanAwe 2y ﬂ.o.XGaAu_/"(B‘)
CXyaswe (1) ‘ 70Ky (1)
yrawe (3) ‘ oy e (4)
yadAue (l) mowad® (l) -
! pporabapwe (4) " raSucs (15)

-

/7’—'3
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—

/

//*’*\



APPENDIX 2 -~

S

VERB GROUPS CONTAINING THE DETERMINATE IMPERFECT FORM

" Indeterminate - Determinate

ussaBu (3)

uzbersrwere (1)

oy bulBaxy; Bi3-y w3~ (7N Sue

BeaZBura (1) _ -

3ea Awe. (1) .

/raaa/; r '(68)

Beyuce (1)
Bepmawe (2)
5-;

'ﬂf«é‘c/-w.c.; J;—.; &=
. ~

ue o0 =, MO (10},

= Bi38fayaweidcp (1) Boporu teh): Brparu (csi) (2)

)

.lé’dsﬁ‘/czr.uc/ﬁ; ra3z- (34)

j L - 'E:JB/aTch:rc,ﬂ (2)
% o )t - 5040
. wewa (1) 7 . BisBosorowa ; c-. (2)
) | ~ obaciecd ; co- (8)

ArlPtBaevaxyre (1)
"4

/’ _\\
1 See "Appendix 3.
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‘E_le_z,q wre ) (5)

Lzﬁcu;cﬁczxy (1)

daraxy (1)

Tomuraxy (2)

ﬂo.zo/oa’axo}az (1)

-

-
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Boepawa (10}

. éeﬁ.éaxx (3)

no Boeaacra(z)

/maz'ialaA‘ oy =S wemo-; 3a /7o
cro=-; [Ap0sTO- {(46)

ROB P AXY i [TPOITO - {3)

coFyawea ; wb-(cay (18)

CuBBuiowecA (1)
. . .
riaua (3)

U el NHaue / “i70 -/ 17/00-7/'
Bez-; 52/—;‘ 83~ (27)

Formaure (1)

faiadawuw a (14)

LRIAFAA Xy (1)

r

momerowa [ 3a -; So-  (20)

COMene Xy (1)

S3Hamerach 2y ’

IHamenawe (1)

3,3 (1)
ey3pb, 3a-; Bo-;, mpo- 7o~ (12)

ov3 pAwe (1)
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- | UdYesayua (2)
w3y e3H A XY (1) )
Cwrpeamo- (14).
| -

doKaldaua; ¢

kazawe (1) -
Haxasaxy .(2) |
(20)

I?oKG.J;/ﬁdd&._‘c . (3)
. CT3a0mu,; Ga-, 7o~ 7Tpre -
Bziaomaxy, B5-;, 727 (3)
npesyawe (1) A6e7 A xyea (1)
/Tf&/rccra' (5) '
Haa B soula ; 8-; «3-  Ha3l-,
. . bzs-  (21)
58 - BriaPsAwe (1)
. | | |
. - Torialdautach (1) -
‘ : Fora s auw e (l)_
oyrdupaxy (2) . | pompowa; oy~ (29)
' ' - oymphwe (1) '
' '}roﬁu405a (2)
TomuaoBaourere (1)
] MoA LT A (2)
1104 Adtec A (10)

ay/vza/ri.xcra,' 7o - (4)

-
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pomaAme (1) ~

T ApQrEnucA [ mperm Be A

pren3upwe (2}

Ha'fc;/xﬂxyr‘c,‘ﬁ/a‘ruf/a,:)z (2) S rmovawa; Ha- (163)

Havaxy (1) |

ﬂ/oc‘uwa‘ (i)

TLOCAXY (1)
.
uc.ﬂ/acud/a.j c-; &--

e pATa (2)

CempaTawere (1)

7oyeiw (15}

& nOYyeTw ;| we=

s 7o -

Bogyei AXY [ ITpu- (
‘. \

7eraxy (2) - Uc s, Oy - (2)

103

(2)
-

(3}

35/-/’ /’OC-

2)

Harmarawe (1) ZoAL Terax yTecf (1)

Hapuyaryes ; Leve  (454)
TrpofEyaxy  (4) ) fegawe (1)

- _— &
/—/a./ exoz//a{, / fr// AL a

nNrocp 77U [ w= (2)

ToeB P TrAwe ' (1)

2 See Appendix 4 for other forms.

(26)

(16)
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 noceKaxy (1) | CA L AXy< A (1) ‘
. weFve,; mo-; /oéc -, ST (15)
CACZ(.(]-) Tocana ; mpu ) co- (129)
melriqcur e 6- (3) mocaawe (1)
CNoyut aqur e (2} ToCay ara , TLC - (29)
A f70C/1yMaXI;/ (3)
v oyerre (}2)1
_ ) oyemAwd (1)
croreare  (21) - _ cia (40}
Lrora (3)3 - CT oM A we (2)
ﬂ/“uc?ora)f)/'(l) cTa (CA); 8t-; oy ~,;, Ha-
. N e
crasapwe (1) 0cTafu; w-[ oy -, <&

Tpw-; Zpe - (ep) (89)

JocTasAaxy (1)

erpeapxy (1) _ eTp Fau (1)

LEETPEARAWA (1Y .

- facipeapxy (1)

Coy4£¢xor77_ (1)

[
. Lyd Awe (1)

ceyd Aare (1)

3 See Appendix 3.
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fTocs/mewa; pas-; ce- A{4)

Jactinawe: Trw - {2)

78opuxc (3)
T8, A Xy (23)
CTﬁcy’uwcz ; JTa - (114)

crSopAwe, Fa- (2)

reye s (3)

TAyAfweTc A (1)

. ayi—fu/u (3

oyThwaxy (3)

4

tacre  (3)

LS

raaAxy (5)

cHBeTC,; /Ta-~ (3)

-~

rac A , (20)
/ [N i hpura /70-/‘ G3-; Ha -, Tep e ~
Toaz -, 3a-/ /70/0«: ’/. Tpe -/' CH-;

Sempu-; wT- w3 =" s504 (123)

BTsrAwe (1)

Ulturma ; 7o-; Bou-, Tepfec-~;

7P (9)

- . UI UM a6 BrH - LU -]

- (13)

o €y
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APPENDIX 3

VERB GROUPS CONTAINING THE INDETERMINATE ACRIST FORM

Indeterminate

1
N

Epemawd {2)

Areme (Epcswc) (1)
aavuwa (1)4

wénadaue (3)

wEAxd a (1)
Xaoguwa (1)

wiwaay e (1)

MeuBaxy (12) i

2w Be (1)

KHAxawe (2)

Koprew (3)

Acse gure (2)

aexa (3)

NAaaKka xycqp (4)

o

PAdaemawe  (13)
CTora - ((3) =%

Topuara _(l)

-4 See Appendix 2

Determinate

raaFuwe

(

doxxoq (1)

1)

Aonucwuse ; -

Beiaen e ;

/

o Tomwm |

for other f:;ms :

e

-

Ja

)

(3)

(3)

5 Ibid.
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)

VERBKGROUPS CONTAINING A COMMON INDETERMINATE:

)

Common Stém

Buapwe (4)

Bual¥ (33)

r/:ara/xaxy

(26),

riwa (7)

Mo ow e (5)

rrorowra {6)

ronfue  (3)

nﬁj‘. n -

CrAxy (4)

em®b  (2)

Xorawe (13)

xoerz (5)

-

... .DETERMINATE STEM

Indeterminate

w3IHerroraxy,

“Maraxy (3)

6 See Appendix 2.

Determinate

yuabxors ;
B3a- (4) .
.

rporag (2)

et

~<///
Bi3rmorocia;

wibe- (3)

rormAky ; oy - (5)

rrommsiwe (1) §:.

Bzexord (8)
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VERBS OF MOTION AND 52,72  AND
GROUPS

Indeterminate

EY

L bpoaixy. él)T

Spoawmuc A (1) .

foa awe (1)
Boduua (1)
Arudomary (3)

rpuBoduia; da-

Yy Boaspxy (1)

BozAawe (1)

Tepe s obucTach (1)

- (2)

-

' APPENDIX 5
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//’ The thesis ana yzes the verb forms of the Povest'

\_-Vremennykh Let' in térms of the determinate-indeterminate

opposiéion (defined as eventr vs. action per se) and the
acrist and imperfect tense. It examines alXl verb groups
{including simple, prefixed, and suffixed- variations) whiqh_
occur in the.text in both the imperfect‘and aoristftense .
forms. Verb groups are presented in‘five'sections: (1)
those in which, the aorist and imperfect tense forms are
comﬁletely polarized relative to the determinate and indeter-
minate stem, i.e., the aorist fense only occursrwith the
determinate stem and the imperfect tense only occurs with the
indetermiﬁate stem; (2) those containing the determinate
imperfect form (a special use{i:(B) those containing the
&indeterminate aorist (a special use); (4) those containing
a common unprefixed stem for both the aorist ana'imperfect
form$ (cognitivé verb groups); and (5) the verbs of motion.
The stuéy demonstrates that ih 103 of 109 wverb

groups (excluding the verbs of motion) the ‘occurrence of

_Fhe aorist and imperféct tense forms reflect the determinate:
ihégtérminate opposition. The verbs of motion, however,
entertzin a liberation of tense use relative to the stem,
i.e., the aorist and imperfect tense forms may occur with any

stem. ‘
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An argument is presented that tense polarizat;\n.
implies predlctablllty“of tense use, which led to srmpllfl—
cation of the system, whereby the tense endlngs normalized
with the 4 - ending of the perfect tense. The verbs of‘ (
motion, on the contrary, in which the use of tense is not/"“
structured by polarization, retaln the determ;nate.
lndetermlnate category as a remnant of the old system.
Aspect, therefore, is a later co‘/}natlon of the determ;natg?

indeterminate category and aorist and imperfect téhse values,

and does not structure the verb forms of the Povest\- %wﬁ .





