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- The study of Christian basilicas in Tunisia began neerty'one hundred years up while

Tunisia was under French rule. Since that time numerous sites have been discovered and
. excavated French colonists, explorers end cIet"gymm alike all pq‘t{cipaled in thase excavations.
. Few Kept records of their work, ond fewer still were qualified for this type of research. The
main thrust of these excevations was usually the retrieval of epigrephic material and the
rediscovery of martyrs® tombs. To achieve this end, most sites wers stripped 1o virgin soil with
little regard for the provenance of artifects and none for ihe stratigrephy. This has led one
scholar to Tament that =...our ignorance regarding their [the churches'] dates, style or planning !

is appelling. It is due in part to obsolete publications and poor excavation techniques in the’
* past.- ! Only!nU'nelasttwmtyyearsorsormelrmexcavation techniques usad been acceptable
by present day standards.

Thers exists no comprehensive study of the Christian bestlica in Tunista and few
ettempts have been made 1o look &t the Tunisian basilicas es a group. One of the earliast works
was P. Geuckler's, Bastliques chrétiennes de Tunisie?. While the text provides only limited
informstion, (only the bestlica at Dermesh in Carthage is covered in detail), the publication is
of particulor interest for the quality of ils ground plans and for the rendering of the floor
mosaics. (n certain instances basilicas that were fairly well preserved during Geuckier's day
have since been destroyed The only surviyving evidence of their existencs is Gauckler's plan. In
1933, J. Yaultrin published a resumé of excavations in Carthage entitled, Les basilioues
chrédiennes de Caclbaged. The book wes based largely on the work of A Delattre, who was
respmsibla for the excavetion of mpst Christian sites in Carthege. At the  Congresso
Internazionale di Archeologia Cristiana, held in Yatican City.in 1938 P. Lepeyre presentad &
~ poper entitled “La basilique chrétienne de Tunisie™. The paper deelt with numerous espects of
Christian erchitecture in Tunisia, including types of basilicas, baptisteries, ond decoration. This \
peper 13 perhaps the closest thing to a comprehensive work. It is now neerly fifty V&TS oulof -
thta 1t does not sttempt follow the chronological development of the basilicas.™

i
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During the Tate 1960's the French schalar N, Duval begen work on Christian bastlicas
in Tunisia. Since that time he has participated in and directed numerous excavations snd
re-excavations of basilica sites in Tunisia- Duval was perhaps the first scholar to draw
paralisls between the different architectural elements of Christien basilicas in Tunisia, and the
first to give particuler ettention to the chronologice) devalopment of the individus! basilices. In
1973 he produced a mejor work entitled Les églises africaines A deux absides. Unfortunately, e

the name implies, the publication deals onty with double apsed basilices. More recently the sites ‘

of two previously excavaled basilicas in the region of Carthage were _['e-ex&mmd by L.

Ennabli6. While her work made several important contributions 1o our knowlsdgs of the «

- besilicas themsslves, the main thrust of both publications wes not architectural but epigraphic.

 In preparing this study, | surveyed over thirty basilicas bafore selecting eight for
. axamination, Several fectors pleyed en imporiant role in choosing which basilicas to present in
detatl. For basmcas outside the region of Carthage there were three essentisl factors: 1) The

stete of preservation at the site; 2) The quality of the excavation, and 3) The quality of the

publication. For Carthage the situation was different. Here the state of preaervutm especially
et sites from the Christien era, is often very poor. In addition to this most of the Christian sites
were poorly excevatsd end not one of the originel excavetions wes ever given detailed
publication. Yet Carthage was once the mest importent city in Christian North Africs, renowned
not only for its wealth, its political importance end'the number of its inhabitants but elso for
the strength of its influence in religious metters, Carthage is also the city for whose Christian
bastlices there 1s the best evidence in literary sources. Although the criteris used in the
salection of sites outside the region of Oarlhem itself cannot be met, a city of such imporiance
should not be overlooked in a study of this nature; therefore, | have chosen three basilicas for
which the largest smount of useful inforrfation can be gathered

The gool of this study is, building on the work of previous scholars, to examing some
early Christian besilices of Tunisie, in hopes of establishing criteria for placing the busi‘iical
types, and the phases of specific basilices, in chronological order. If this study establishes the

{ramework for 8 chronology of Christian bestlices tn Tunisia, {t has succeeded.
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CHAPTER I: THE BASILICA OF BELLATOR B

-,

-

. ) 7 ’ —

Less than 150 meters from the three lemples that marked thé capitol of the Roman

town of Sufetula, (see fig 1, plate y), are the walled remadins of a Christian basilica. Known as

_ ihe "Basilica of Bellator™!, the building stends on the remains of a monumenta! structure?.
The stylobate of this earlier monumen! was lefl jn sity and was reused as the foundation walis of
the basmca The surrounding neighbourhood consisted of urban villas and elegant gardens.

Archaeologists have been unable to determine whether these villas were still occupied during the
initial phases,of the basilica's used.

Later a 1arge number of these villas were demolished and another’ much’ larger
basmca with numerous annexes was built a shorl distance from the basmca of Bellator. With ~

the construction of the second basilica, known 02 the ~Basilica of Vitalis”, (see followmg

chapter), and its annexes, the neighbourhood of the basmca was gradually transformed into a

distinctly Christian quarterd. : 2 -

»

The basilica was griginally excava‘:ed belween 1907-1911, under the direction of
Alfred f‘lerlin. Almos! the entire basil_ica was excavated during the summer and [all of 1907.
sThese excavalions were published by Merlin in a small book entitled. Forum et Eqlises v}
Sufetuia, Paris, 1912. A much more detaileq study of the basilica was conducted under the.
dirt;ction of Nogl Duval, belween 1963-1966. This second campaign of excavalion and study has
produced 4 yreat number of publications, the mogt detailed and comprehensive of which is
‘*_»D\uval's Les Basiliques de Sbeitla & Deux Sanctuaires Opposés, Paris, 1971,

*
A

[ -



BASILICA COMPLEX

“Bellalor™ is one of seven Christian basilicas in Sbeitls, and may be the oldest. The
basilica has a large central nave, Tined on either side by eight double columns. Along each of the
lateral walls of the quadratum populi, are four single columns. At different times apses were

) buill al lhree separate places: at the southern end of the quadratum populi, at 18 northern end
of the quadratum populi, aswéll.es insicde the basilica at the northern end of the central nave.
The third apse replaced the northern apse and was built directly in front of_it.

The basilica itself fit into a rectangle 36.30m longand 17.00m wide. The beptismal
font used in conjunction with this basilica wes part of 8 separate buiiding located beside the
basilica®. The entire" coplex, including the baptistery, several small annexes, snd small
Cour tyards was surrounded by a solid stone wall. The basilics is oriented North North-gsst /
South South-West, along an axis which is 220 East of the geographic North®,



ANTECHAMBERS AND ENTRYWAYS .

PUASE |

Allhough preceded by neither atrium nor courlyard, (He basilica was enlirely
surrounded by a solid slone wall that separated it from_ the sl'reebts of the town.

& Excavalors believe that the main entry was originally in fhe northern fagade of the
basiliba', centered an the axis of the nave, (see Phase | plan, Plate I). The exislence of suchan -
entryway remains strictly kypothetical however, as the northern end of the basilica was later
the object of considerable siruclural alterations. These alterations;which eventually saw the

construction of the different apses, (see below), would have removed any traces of the original
entry.

k

Two other doors open directly into the eighth bays of the essiern and western side
aisles’. The eastern door has a width of 1.58m between its two jambshafls. The weslern door 1S
slightty smaller, measuring 1.42m. Both door sills remain jn situ.  Hinge and boll holes cut
into the upper face of the stone sills indioate_ that both entryways closed with double leaf doorsB.

~ PHASE i ) _ -

\ . ' .
Phase |1 is marked primarily by the loss of the hypothetical main entryway in the

norlhern fagade (see Phase 11 plan, Plale l1). During this phase, the walls around the main
doorway al the northern end of the basillca were remaoved 10 allow. the installation of a small apse

. (see below). The doors in the lateral walls remained in use throughout the remasinder of the
besilica's history®.

PHASES 111 and IV -

There are no chéngas to the entryways apparent during these phases.
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QUADRATUIM POPULI

PHASE | | /‘j

/

The quadratym popuht has an averall length of 24.0m and is divided by two colon'nades
1nto a broad central nave 7,00m wide ond two side aisles, eoch with on average wicth of 4.50m
(see Phase | plan Plate }). Each colonnade hes etght pairs of columns that divide the centra! nave
and side msles into a sarles of nine bays that vary in lengun (r un 2.60102.70m. Although the

distence between the ggadru’tum populi's southern wall and the northernmml column from both.
colonnades was alse 2.70m, the distance between the northern wall and the norihernmost column

pairs was somewhat greater ahd was cornpénseted by a set of pilastersw.

The colonnades are set on a continuous stylobate of reused rectangular blocks. These
blocks were set with theif long axes perpendlculor dolhe axis of the nave. They have n average

"wmth of 1.00m, but vary considerably in ]englh (rom 0. 75 - 1.25m. The northern’ extremlty

~ of the stylobate slops immediately south of the northerm wp‘rl of the quadratum populi- The

southern wall of the guadratum populi was built on top of the stylebate's southernend! ! Each

"column had en independent base thet was cemented to the stylobate. In every psir of columns, the

individual bases were wpareled from each other by a distance of about 0,10m. Although the
bases were laken from several different sources, there was o certaln altempt et umformity in
the selection of size and profile!?. T

During the 1907 excavations, two complete column shafts were found.  Each complete

- column measured 2.50m in length end had o base dismeter of 0.40m'S. The numerous

fragmentary shafts found inside the basilica also had 0.40m bese diameters'®. No capitals were
found; it is therefore difficult to estimate the totel height of the columns'®.

The walls of the guadratum populi were built with large blocks of cul slone. The
blocks very frem 0.60m to almost 1.00m in length end were 0.50 - 0.60m thick. Nearly the




entire length of the eastern wall has survived intact; 1is mine courses of massive stene blocks
are surmounted by & richly sculpled cornice, which excavators believe was reusad ftum an

earlier monument. Ta;ether“thel wall and the cornice are preserved 10 @ height of 4.60m '8 see
fig. 1, Plate V). : : :} .
L}

The western wau..’z:zstn much poorer condition. 115 preserved hewght vacies from
0.50m to 1.50m. When the basilica was studied by Duval during the early 1960's a segment of
the quadratum populi thal stood just wesl of the apse wes preserved to a height of 3.20m Th{s

was enough 1o indicate that the wall had once been pierced by o smell arched window!? This
section of wall has since callapsed, taking thq remaihing {races of the windnw wilh 1L\ )

The floor of Phase | was & simple cement layer that covered the stylobales of the
central colonnades. ‘ '

1

The basilica appears 1o have been covered by tiles supporied on a tie beam truss rodf
Although no timber survives from ihe wooden frame, Merlin found en sbundanice of roof tiles
inside tpe basilica., s well .&s thirly-six tlerrecotta entefixes. Twenty-one of these were
decorated with winged heads resembling Mercury'a&d were ‘probably reused from an esrlier
monument. Six olher dntefixes were decorated with roughly molded female heads, palms,
pe&mks and vermiculer ornamentetion decorsted the remaining entefixes'®.

5]

PHASE

Al some point the level of the guadeatum populi floor was roié_seo stightly, (less than
0.10m) and covered with 8 mosaic pavement!®. Al the Umel of their discovery during the
original excavations, the maosaics of the central nave were in a fragmentary condition and since
then have suffered considerable deter iorationZ “The mosaics of the side aisles which were in an
gven poorer state of preservation have since been lost. The mosaics now visible in the third bay
qf the central nave were not uncovered until Duval's excavations in the early 1960's.

The matif throughout the basilica was predominantly geametric; only a few Lreces of
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vegetal motif were found in the fourth and fifth bays of the central nave.. No figural mosaics

were found anywhere in the basilica The decor consisted essentially of squares and circles. The

“inleriors of these forms were ornalely decorated with geomelric paﬁerns and gar lands of leaves.

The areas between the squares and circles were covered with rows of chevrons. ' The choice of
colors - black, ochre, yellow, grey, white and dull red - produced a generally somber effect2!.

Seven lombs were found beneath the: floars of the quadratum populi. The majocity of

- these were clustered al the southern end of the basilica. Four burials, (lombs 2, 3, 4, and 5),

are in the ninth bay of the weslern side aisle. Near the norlhern end of the basilica, tomb 6
straddles the third and‘fourth bays of the eastern side aisle‘. Tomb 7 was installed in the third
bay of the eastern side aisle against the lateral wall of the basmea Not a single {ragment of
epilaph was found in 1onnection with any of these burials. The lack of epigraphic material, in
addition to the poor condition of the straligraptry, has made lhe phasing of these burials
difficult?2. The excavators believe that the surfaces of mesl of these burials would have been
flush with level Il of the guadratum poputi . This is of little help for the dating of the burials as
level || uppfa@‘have been used a3 Lhe floor for most of the history of the guadratum populi
from phase [T ' when it was inslalled until the basilica was abandoned A vague lerminuys post
quem can nevertheless be furnished for three of the burials. Jomb | was clearly insialled
before the stairway thal gave access to the ‘southern apse: the large console that formed the
western edge of the siairway was placed above the southern end of ihe burial. Tombs Four and

Sev anledate Phase 1V of the basilica since each was foud beneath one of the lateral
colonnades that reinforced the walls of Lhe basilica.

The quadratumn_ populi ckm not appear 1o have undergone any mgjor architeclural
choanges during Phase 11|, (see Phase I11plen, Plate 111). There is however asign'iﬁcantchange in
the orientation of the basilica; the sanctuary is moved to thd north end of 1he central nave, (see
below) . An apse was also mstaned outside the north end of the central nave, ( see below). 1If the
quadratym populi foors were repaved during t_ms phase, no tr_ac&s have survived



PHASE IV L *

The most significant change d{rib@ {0 this fourth and final phase of the basilica was
the tnstallation of & third egse inside the central nave after the apse at the narthern end of the
basilica cotlapsed. This collapse may have been the result of earthquakes, which could als0 have .
weakened other parts of the.building. During Phase IV, a series of columns was insiatled along
the Isteral walls of the guadratum populi, apparently to reinforce them23. Tnase columns were
roughty aligned with every sacond pair of columns m the centrai have, (see Phasa IV plan /Plate
i¥), ond stood &t the northern ends of the second, fourth snxth and eighih bays of themtern
weslern side aisies. It should be emphasized that the aligning of these columns is approximate.
Thenorthernmost calumn elong the eestern laters! wall is ectuaily set in the third bay 24,

There do not appeer to have been any new floor pavements instalted for the quadretum
populi during Phase V.



CULT AREAS: SQUTHERN APSE

PHASE |

-

Al the south end of the central navg\was a large semi-circulsr apse. The apse was
freestanding with both the interior and exterior faces of the wall following the same curve (see -
- Phase | plan, Plate 1):+ The foundations at the open end of the apse, Tike those of the quadratum
populi, were built on the stylobate of the monument that had previously occupied the site. AL Lhe
closed end of the apse the foundations were built above the refhains of other eartier structures.
The mater ial used for the construction’of the apse wa]j was similar to that used for the walls of
the quadralum populi, a} the ingividual blocks \431‘8 not quile as massive: Inside, the apse
harl an cpening 6.00m widkand 5.00m deep?, Excavators found isolated traces of the original
ch.alk' floor raised 0.15m above the guadratum nmy_]_il.‘fﬂoors of level I,

/
PHASE I | X }‘

@

. Phase 1l was marked primarily by the addilion of a smal apse al the northern end of
the basilica The construction of the second apse appears to have had little sffect on the original
southern apse which does'not appear 1o have undergone any structural modifications at this time
and was probably still used es the presbyterium. T

PHASE 111

_ Al some point the southern apse underwent a campaign of construction which appears
o have bae;\ primarily simed al reinforcing the south end df the basilica (see Phass 1| plan,
Plate I11). The exterior walls of the apse were reinforced with reused blocks, fieldstones and
mortar. The walls of t_he sacrjsties. which 1o this point had also been {reestanding, were joined

w
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10 the apse walls 10 form a flat chevet?®. Although the interior wall remained curved, the
original form of the apse wes allered somewhal when the wall at the closed end was thickened by
an arc-1ike wedge of masonry the maximum width of which is 0.50m27. During Phase 111 ibe
floor level wes raised 0.45-0.50m and covered with flagstones28.  This elevation of the floor
level inside the apse necessitated the addition of three steps?9. These steps were 4.50m wids and

were placed between two large over turned consales?0. The stairway was buiit entirely of large
“blocks of reused stone (see fig 4, Plate Yi and fig. 7, Plate VIi1).

During Phase 111, the northern apse wa?; re?uilt on a massi&e scale. As 8 result the
southern apse ceased to be used as the presbyterium and was transformed into a funeral chapel.
Two large stone sarmphagl were placed inside the apse. T.hg_wnglludmal axis of the sarcophagus
in the eastern portlon of the apse was parallel to the central axis of the nave; the axis of the
lerge monelithic sarcophagus found in the western portion of the apse was distinctly obligue to

the axis of the nave. No inscriptions were found in connection with these sarcopheqg!, which were
empty at the time of excavations’.

(-
PHASE 1Y

Despile the collapse of the northern apse, the southern apse dves nol appear to have

ever been reinstated as the presbylerium. Instead, il relained its function as the funeral exedra
until the basilica wes abandoned | )
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CULT AREAS: THE SOUTHWESTERN SACRISTY \/ '

PHASE !

The somhern apse was ﬂanked 10 the wesl by a rectangular sa;nsty The western
s.acrlsty was a small sguare room 4 00m wide and 4.00m deep (see Phase | paln Plalel). Ilis

accessible through a doorway 1.30m wide al the southern end of the weslern side- aisie. The -

doorway was nol aligned wilh lhe céntral axis of {he aisle, bul was set only 0.20m from the
western wall of Lhe guadralum populi. Thie:. wall at {he soulhern end of the wesiern side aislg is
the only wall that thg weslern secristy has in common with the basilica. The sacristy's western
wall li.s,nol a cunlinuation of the laleral wall of the quadratum populi, which follows the edge of
the stylobate of the earlier menumentS2, but is offset about 0.30m 1o the west. The eastern wall
of IM'éat:f'isty was gligned with the westernmost line of columns and does not appear 1o have
louched the curved wall of the apse. Only a few traces of the eastern wall remained in situ, as
much of the wall was removed in antiguily, (see below). Though il was found in vErYy poor

_condition the exterior face of the southern wall was clearly aligned with the southernmost face of

A

the apse. The floor of this sacristy, w.hich is believed by excavators to have been on the same
level as the floor of the apse, hes not survived.

PHASE ||

There is no evidence of any allerations 1o the sacristy during this phase.
' i

PHASE U]

“

When the wall surrounding the apsewas reinforced during Phase 111 { see above), the |

esstern wall of the sacristy was removed. The resulting room was slightly lerger ( 4.50m wide X

4.00m deep). The esstern wall was now formed by the apse’'s western exterior face (see Phase -

Il plan, Plate 1).
PHASE 1Y

There is no evidence of any alterations during Phese IV -

—

B
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PHASF | '

The southeastern sacr isty wes & wide rectangular room 3:90m deep and 7.50m wice.
The easternend of the room extends beyond the eastern edge of Lﬁe Roman stylobate, some 4.60m,

past thﬁe&slern wall of the Qunftulummnuli(see Phese | plan, Plate |). The sacristy was

-accessible through a doorway 1.30m wide at the southern end of the eastern side aisle. The
doorway was sel 2.50m from the eastern wall of the apse (see fig. 7, Plale YII). This small

segment of walt at e southern end of the side aisle, is the only wall of the easlern sacrisly lhat

is common with a wall of 1he besilica. The southern \'fﬁ‘” 8s were thase walls that extended east

of the guadratum populi's eastern lateral walls, was built with large blocks of stone. A chein of

opus africanum is still in sjty along the southern wall of the sacristy. It is preserved to a height

of 5.50m. Duval suggests that this cham of opus africanum, (see fig |, Plate ¥), may in fact

survive from thé earlier monument and that it was simply mcorpornted into the eastern wall of
the sacristy at the time of construction33,

®

Inside, he sacristy was divided into iwo separsie roomns by a wrtain.\y_ull of stone, .

blocks®4. This curtain wall was aligned with the eastern end of the quadralum populi. The two:

$ections of this sacristy were linked by 8 small passage 0.70m wids al the northernmost end of .

the wall. The floor of the sacrisly has not survived, but is beheved 0 have bwnrmmly al the
same height as the or iginal Nloor's of the apse™. S

PHASE 11

Like alshvestern wmterpﬂ"t (see below), the eastern sacristy does nol appear 1o have
undergone any noticeable changes duging this phase
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During Phase 111, he weslern wall was removed resulting ina Foom 3.90m deep and
8.70m wide™® (see Phase 111 plan, Plate i11). From this point onward the esstern exterior face
of the apse served as the weslern wall of the sacristy. The south wall of the sacristy was
thickened lowards the interior by 3 wall of coarse rubble and small blocks. This wall was now
over 1.00m thick. The .lesssr quality of this doubling wall is particularly evida{ll whan
compared {0 the fine quality of the cul blocks in the opus africanum chain3’.

There is no evidence of any changes occurring 1o this sacristy during this phase,



Sw

There was no northern apse during Phase 1. Excavalxrs betieve the main entry was
originally located in the northern facade of the basilica, ( see Anlechambers and Entryways).

PHASE ||

At some point, use of the main entryway in the northern f{acade of the basilics was
discontinued and part of the wall that had lanked the entrywsy was removed. These alteralions

Ienab]ed the construction of a small freestanding apse. (see Phase Il plan, Rlate II) The‘walls

were buiit from reused material and were curved both inside and out. The foundations of the
nocthern apse were noticesbly higher than those of the quadratum pmuhfsa, and were built with
reused materials that included a number of column drums. Archaeologists found a great quantity
of vaulting tubes, some fragments of painted ceramics as well as several smal) bronze coins in
the fill that had been packed around the foundation walls of the apse. Excavators have provided no
indications as to the date of the ceramic sherds, which were apparently very fragmentary,

-stating simply that they were Christian with painted decor. The coins sl date from the late lo

the mid-to- late fourth century>°.

inside, the apse was narrower han the central nave, measuring only 4.70m &t the
opening. 1ts maximum depth, 4.20m, is considerably shallower than 11s southern counterpart.

a

The floors of this apse have not survived, bul are estimated 1o have been aboul 0.20m.
above the quadratum populi floors of leve) 1140,



-
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'RHASE I

Al some point the apse at the northern end of Lhe basilica was complelely rebuilt on a
larger scale (see Phase Ll plan, Plats I11). New foundations were laid along the exterior face of
the foundattons that had of the original northern apse. The crest of thesg new foundations, which
were built from reused material, stood nearly 1.00m above the crest of the m.xajr_amm populi
foundations. The walls followed the same curve inside es oul, ond were solidly buitl with large
slone biocks, 0.70m wide and 0.75 10 0.90m long (see fig. 3, Plate YII). There wes-no
supporting frame nor any rt‘-.‘inforci‘ng butlresses (see fig. 1, Plale V). Inside the apse, the open
end was now as wide a5 Lhe central nave (6.00m), and 5.90m deep®!. On eitter side of the
opening of the apse were two large blocks that may have served 1o support the column basess The

+ - large number of vaulting tubes found inside the apse seems 1o indicate th_@t the apse was covered

with a semi-dome. The floor of the apse was raised abolil 1.00m above the guadralum poouli
foors of level 11, and was now accessible by way of three steps, the lowest of which is no longer
visible as it was covered by the construction of & laler apse (see below). Inside the apse, the
actual foor has not survived. The level is determined by the level of the third slep which was

also the.threshold of the apse. .o - .

Some lime before the basilica itsell was abandoned, the norihern apse collapsed The
apse was never rebuilt. To replace it, 8 third apse was built in the first two bays of the nave,
immediately south of the collapsed apse (see Phase IV plan, Plate IV). This third apse was

PHASE 1Y

encased in a reclanguler frame of poor quality masonry (see {ig..3, Plata ¥1). This supportmg ]

frame was set on a thin layer, (0.10m) of iime moriar thet had been spread acro&; the
stytobales and the mosaic floors of ihe nave (level I1). The walls of the frame were buill with a
coar s mixture of reused mater ial and fieldstones held iogether with thick layers of moriar. The

inner columns of the two northernmost pairs from both colonnades were mcorpa‘aiﬂ] into the’
walls of the frame.
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These walls have an average thickness of 0.80m, except al thé open end of the apse -~
where they are ccmsmerabl\; thinner-._( 0 55m} The northern exterior face of t_he frame was
fsl and blocked the opening left in the northern wall of the basilica left by the collapsed apse.
( see fig. Z&atjzi)) Inside, this late apse was 4.70m deep with an opening $.35m wide

The ievel of the floor was raised about O 42m above the quadralum populi mesaics of
level 11, This level of the apse floor is no longer visible as # was completely removed during the
course of ear lier excavations.

The nature of {te roofing used to cover this apse is not certain. It appears that the
columns of the t.e'hira! nave, some of which were incorporated into the watls 6f the late apse,
- continued to support the roof of the basilica. The late apse appe's 10 be little more than a shell
built inside the basilica seemingly to preserve the traditignal for m uf an apse. Though tné walls
of this apée appear to have hed little bearing value, Duval suggests that the apse could heve been

covered with a light half dome?2, ' '

In front of the apse wes a rectangular hema,.6.57m wide and 2.40m long, {see fig 9,
Plate 1X), that served as a sort of extension of the apse. The bema occupied the width of the nave
and the Tength of the third bay. The edge of the bema was §rmed by large blocks of stone, which
"were laid in slgts cut into the mosaic floor. The area between the blocks wes filled with
rubble®. The mosaic Noor now visible was only discovered in 1963 when excavators removed
the fill from between the blocks of thenamn (see fig 6 Plate Vil and fig. 8, Plate VIIi). The
surfece of the hema was actually 0. 46m above the prewous level of thenave, { level |1). It was
accessible by way of iwo axlgl steps 1.40m wide . The rest of the bema was enclosed by 8 chancel
rail. Mortises from the chancel pests can be seen on either side of the stairway. Smaller -
mortises were cut at regular intervals of O.BOh along the remaining three sides of the bema,
(seefig. 6, Plate VIt and fig. 8, Plate Yiil). There are no traces of amy rabbets that rﬁight have
helped to determine the neture of the chancel plagues®
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[t was only in connection with the Phase IY apse that any trace of 8 m‘isty%jfwm
st the northern end of the basilica. A low fieldstone wall or barrier was built across the end of
the second bay of the western side aisle.

o

The floors of the two norihernmost bays were covered with 0.20m of fill, then
covered with @ mosaic pavement. Treces of these mosaics could still be seen against the northern
wall of the basilica, beneath the remains of the arched window, as late as the serly 1960's.
Fragments of an alter table were found In the northeestern corner of this room. [t 13 possible
that there was 8 similar sacristy on the eastern side of the spse. Fbwever evidence in support of
this idea is extremely tenuous®.
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Recent excavations have distinguished four major phases n the evolulions of the
basilica's sancluary. The original sancluary, ( see Phase ! plan, Plate 1), wes 8 rectangular
enclosure, 3.50m long and 3.70m wide®®, straddiing the fourth and fifth bays of the central
nave, (see fig 3, Plate V1). Although the chancel plagues that surrounded the sanctusry were
removed in anliquity to allow the instalfation of the Phese |l sancluary, X see beluw), the
stylobales that supported these plaques were le(t in situ. Rabbets cut into these stylobates
indicate hal the sanctuary of Phase | was accessible only from (he south where on axial opening
0.70m wide faced the apse™. Unlike the other three sides of the sanctuary where there were
continuous rabbets, the stylobate on either side of the southern opening had been cul with 8
series of rectangular slots. These slots may have been used 1o suppert a grill-Tike enclosure
instead of the plaques that appear to have been used along the other Ifiree sideS. Three of the four
bases used o support he posts &t the four corners of the sanctuary have remained in situ. These
bases were made from reused column shafts, {0.33m- 0.36m in diemeter ), thet had been sunk
0.50m ints the floor of the nave. Reclangular mortises, (0.21 x 0.23m wide and 0.08m deep),
had been cul into the ubpf;r surfaces of these shafts. Traces of mortar were found still stuck
instde one of the mortises. '

PHASE 11

Phase 11 saw the original sancluary replaced by 8 second much larger enclosure,
7.00m long and 6.80m wide (see Phase |1 plan, Plate 11). This sanctuary was as wide as the

central nave and occupied the entire length of the fourth and fifth bays as well &s half of the

sixth.
~

. >

‘Along the eastern and western edges of the sancluary, rabbets for the chancel plagues
were cut directly into the stylobates of 1he central-colonnades s were the mortises for the posts
al the four corners of the sanctuary {see fig, 2, Plate ¥, fig. 3, Plale VI and fig 7, Plate ¥lii )48
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The northern and southerssends 61 the enclosure had separate stylobétes for the sanctuary.

Unlike the Phase | sanctuary, this second sancluary wes accessible froem bolh the

northern and the southern ends. Both entryways were cenlered on the axis of the nave and were

extended by narrow walkways. The southern walkway, 1.30m wide and 5.30m long, (see fig. 8,

Plate YHl), ender less than 3.00m north of the sleps leading into the southern apse. The

northern walkway was 1.20m wide but only 1.50m long. Along the edge of the walkways were

stylobates thal supporied a series of low chancel plaques. The four gorners of bath the northern -
and southern walkways were each-markedby a post

These posts were set in circuler mortises, ( 0.30m i_n‘di.ameter). that hed beén cut
into reused column shafls, (0.43m in diameler), (see fig 3, Plale ¥I). These column shafts
were 811 sunk into the floor of the nave in the same manner & Lhe supports for the four angle
posts of the ‘first sanctuary had been installed?®. The rabbets found along the edges of the
- sanctuary as well &s those along the walkways had an average width of 0.03m. Because of this
Narrow {vidlh Duval suggests thal wooden panels were used for chance! plaques. No altar was

found in conneclion with Lhis sanctuary, which chavators believe 1o be contempa‘a”y with the
quadratum poouli mosaics of level 1199,

PHASE i1

When the northern apse was rebuill and enlarged to be used as the prestrylerium, a
new sencluary was buill at the northern end of the nave, (see Phase 111 plan, Plate {11). The
southern extremity of this sanctuary was marked by a transverse barrier that ran across the
middleof the fourth bay . In the barrier, wasa t.10m axial opening The morLises for the posts
supparting the chancel plagues weretut into the stylobate of the original sanctuary, { see fig 3,
Piate V! and fig 9 Plate IX). It is not clear whe.thér there were chancel rails running along the
intercolumniation of the colonnade or not, as much of the ares between the transverse barrier in
the fourth bay and the nor thern apsé was covered by the construction of the late epse.
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Aplan of the basilica drawn by Ch. Emonts in 1908%! shows four sgre stone slabs
in the first and second bays of the central nave. These slabs would have served as bases for
columns supporling a ciborium above an allar. Although from the plan it abpears thal the aitar
- would have been localed inside the apse, it is unlikely that such an allar would have been used in

conjunclion with the later apse; not nnly is il very rare for he altar of mMricar_l basilica {o be
 situaled inside the apse, but the floor of the lale apse was some 0.40m above the ciborium bases:

EE LS

When the late apse and bema were built inside the nave of the basilica, all but the
southernmost end of the phase 111 sancluary was covered over. The smctu&y for this phase of
the basilica was probably contained within the confines of the bema's chance! rails.
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SECONDARY STRUCTURES

The baplistery that was used in conjunction with the basilica of Bellator was not an
integral parl of the basilica®?. Instead, it wes localed just over 10m sway from the basilice
instde the remains of a peristyle structure that appesrs to predate the basilica complex.

-+

Q .

Thebaptistery was a small rectongular building, 4.40m wide and 6.10m long. In the
northern wall was a smsll apse, 1.30m wide and 1.15m deep. The baptistery was entered
through three sfhall doors centered in the northern, southern and western walls.

The walls of the baptistery were of fieldstone and mortar but had been reinforced at,

*“the corners with blocks in ogus afticanum. The shepe of the font was somewhat unusual,

resembling 8 rectangle with large bulges along the Tong sides. At the short ends of the rectangle
three steps descend towards the cen,traiﬂ'oor of the font. The'font had an overall length of 4.00m
ond 8 maximum width of 2.75m. The centrat portion was surmounted by a ciborium. The bases
of the columns that supporied the columns of the ciborjum were still visible at the edge of the
font at the time of the excavations in the sarly 1960's. ‘This baptistery was later transformed
into a funeral chape!®3. - |



W now appears clear that the history of the besilica can be divided into four mein
phases. Originally the basilica had a8 wide central nave that was separaled from the iwo sige
gisles by colonnades of eight double columns. A single freestanding apse stood at the South end of
the nave. Toeither side of the apse was a free standing sacristy. (1 is difficult to determine why
the walls of the sacristies were not aligned with the quadralum populi wails, especially if they
are contemporary &s the stratigraphy indicates. However , it is possible that the sacnistieés wer'é ’
not part of the original plan but were nevertheless added during the {irst phase of Emstrucﬂon.
The doors in the eighth bays of the eastern and western side aisles date from the initial ptiase of
construction but probably do not réprwent the main entryway. Traditionally, North Africen
bastlicas were entered through sn axial doorway in the end of the basilica uppasite the apse. The
original entrance 1o the basilica of Bellator wes probably al the narthern end of the centrel nave.
This end of the basilica was complelely rebuilt with the installstion of the northern apse,
leaving no {race of the suppesed original doorway. The smalt enclosure in the fourth and fifth
bays of the central na\;e marks the sancluary from this phase.

PHASE 11

The $&cond phase of construction was marked primarily by the construction of & small
apse at the northern end of the basilica. This wes not 8 large apse and does nol represent 8
reorientation of the basilica. Duval suggests that this apse may have been built 1o house the two
sarcuphagi hat are now found in the southern apse>?. The southern apse continued to be used as
the presoyterium for the duration of P.hase il. Ws floor was raised sllqhtly and paved wnh‘
fNagslones. The second sanctuary with its walkways and the quadratum populi floors of level 11 '
wmch are now visible in the central nave, all date lo this same period. Excavators believe that
thiis mm pno:ie was late Yondal or very eorly Byzantine >,
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The: third phase of-the basilica's hislory was marked by extensive recanstruction,
possibly afler an earthquake. The northern apse was eniirely rebuill on a larger scale and took
0n 3 new importance s the presbylerium. A new sanctuary, the third, was installed in the first
three and a half bays of the central nave. An altar set beneath a baldaquin was installed
immediately in front of the rebuilt apse. Al the oppasite end of the basilica, the soulhern apse

© and its two sacristies were jained by a solid reinforcing wall. As this apse was no longer used as
the presbyterium, the fNagstons floor was lifted in certain areas to allow the installation of two
sarcophagi. Excavators have not heen able to establish a sure date for this phase of the basilica,
but suggest a date towards the end of the sixth centuryS®.

* PHASE ¥

Before its final phase of construclion the basilica once apin suffered considerable

damage, especially at the northern end of the basilica where the apse collapsed The northern

. apse was left in ruins and a third apse was built on.a much smaller scale inside the: nave of the
basilica The bema and the northern sancluary (contained inside the chancel plaques of- the

bema) were buill in conjunction with this late apse. The lateral colonnades were probably
inslatled at this time.

N
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" The name “Bellalor™ was given 10 the basiiic':a‘by archaeologists after the fragmenied

epitaph of a bishop by that name was discovered in 1907. The stane with the epitaph had

* been reused s rubble to block the southern door of the uadeatum populi. The blocking of

the door appears 1o be relatively recent, possibly b;/ sheﬁherds or squallers and does not
date to the period of the use of the basilica This inscription was or iginally published in
Rulletin Archéologig®? 1908, p. c_Lxxvn'i’, and then later by A Merlin in lnscriplions
Lalines de Tunisie, 1944. - _
Although it is almost impossible Lo reconstruct a more complete plan of the Roman
moaument thal previously occupied the sile, without causing considerable damage o the

Christian basilica, various aspects of its ground plan were clarified during the course of

excavalions. The Roman buildingwas surrounded by a large rectanguiar enclosure 43.00
X 38.30m wide. Inside, three sides of a portico have been found, which would have formed
a rectangle 35.13 X 27.12m wide. Contrary 1o most other buildings in the heart of the
Roman town, this one does nol appesr to folluw the orientation dictated by the urban
catasiration, bul rather angles a noticeable 2° away from the streel grid. See Duval, Les
Basiliques de Sheitla 8 Deux Sanctuaires Opposés, Paris, 1971, p. 9- 15,

A number of these Yilles were demolished before the construction of the basilica of the
Basilica of Yitalis was possible, (see following chapter ). t

Tre basilica of Yilalis and its annexes occupy nearly the enlire insula west of lhé &
Bellator complex. ' :

Duval, op. cil, p. 99- 144,

Duval, op. £it, p. 17.
See Phase plan 1.

Buval, on, cit, p. 23. ) .
‘The column bases from these porches are present on Emont's plan of 1908, This plm woas
published by A. Merlin in Eorum et Eqlises de Sufetula, Paris, 1912, pl. IV.

10) Duval, op.git, p. 26.
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“H1) Of the seven Christisn Basilicas found at Steitla, Bellalor is the only one with a continuous

~ stylobate; see also Duval, op_cit, p. 23-24.

12) Duval, opcit p. 24. ' -, .

13} A Merlin, Qn._ch p. 36. Nocomplete column can be found in the basilica loday.

14) The diameter varies from 0.41-0.42m at the bases, 10 0.37- 0.38m at the top: Duval,
ap.cil p. 25. — - . -

15)  The height has been estimated at 3.10- 3 20m, including the capltals and at 3.50m when -
the upper abacus was added. See Duval, po.cit p.25.

16)  Although the cornice was from reused material as were the walls, the eritire cornice was -
{aken from a single source. Duval suggests thet the cornice may have been origimally

: scu}pted Tor the Roman monument that originally occupied the sile. See Duval, opcit.,
p.20. )

17} Aphoto of the window was laken by A. Lézine in 1959, and Tater published by Duval, (gp.
cil, p. 20). This section of the wall with the window has since collapsed. The window
oppeu*stohavebwnaboutl00mh:ghond080cmmd& .

18) A Merlin, op. cil., p. 36 ’ : '

19) A fourth century coin found in the cement of this layer provides a relifble terminus post
em. Duval, op. cit , p. 87.

20) Duval;op.cit, p. 33. : ] ¢

21) Duval, 0. cit., p. 33.

- 22) Duval, pp.cil., p. 56-60.
23) There are only four other known examples of similar colonnades in Tunisia: at Bulla Regia
in the coclesiastical complex, sl Haidra in the basilica of Melleus (see following
~ cthaplers), and in a small basilica near the Byzantine citadel ( see Duval, “"Rapport Haidra -

1™ CRAL, 1973, p. 168- 178) in Basilica 1ll al Makiar, (Picard, G. "L'archéologie
chrétienne en Afrique” ‘ : Elie

1954, p. 55, fig.6).
24) Duval,op cit., p. 25
25) Theexter ior messurements of the apse are 7.70m wide and 5.60m deep.
26) A flat chevet is fairly common in Narth Afrrica ‘

27} The thickness of 1.00m is only at one end of the apse. The thickness of the added motgrial _

e, Aix en Provence,

£

[
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29)
30)

31)

32)
- 33)
34)

35)

36)
- 37)
38)
39)
40)

41)
42)
43)

-44)
45)

decreases gradually until it mergeswith-the-original wall. '
The remains of this fioor could still be seen in the apse as late as 1908.
The new Tevel of the apse was 0.60m sbove the quadratum populi floors of phase |.

The consoles were 1.20m long, 0.67m wide and 0.52m hlqh The whole sldirway was
buiil from reused material of unknown provenance.

The sarcophagus in the easlern portion of the apse measured 2.18m long, 0.58m at the
head, 0.50m at the fool and was 0.34m high. The sarcophagus in the western section of

.the apse was 2.10m long 0.60m wide at the head, 0.57m at the fool and was 0.36m high.

Bolh' sarcophagi were installed with the head pointed south. -

See remarks cui:erningtheea'lier cccupation of the sile, p.1. '

Duval,.op.cit.. p. 67 '

This wall was removed during the course of Duval's excavatim&PBefore this dividing wail
was removed, Lhe sacristy immediately beside the apse would have been about 5.50m wim

The .foundations are the same as those in the apse, ahhnugh this does nol necaﬁsa‘ﬂy
indicale an identical floor level.

Duval, op. ¢it., p. 87, fig. 82, ' o . *
Duval, gp. cit., p. 68-70. ‘ | .

These foundations varied in depth from 0.50m-0.85m, see Duval, op.cit, p. 67. .
Duval, op. cil., p. 95-96.

It is very difficult 1o determine the exact durstion of each phase. The Tatest floor level in
the northern apse was shout’ 1.00m above level | of the nave, 0.90m above level |i of the
nave and 0.80m above phase 11 of the sanctuary. See Duval, op. cit. p. 76.

Duval, gp. cil., p 78. . '

Duval, op. it p. 80. .

The fill contained numerous fragments of Chrislien lamps, which, owing o their
fragmentary condition, were of litlle use for dating purpm See Duval, gp, cil, p. 80.
Duval, Qn._mL p. 76. .

The only saurce mdmimg that such a sacristy mld'nt have existad is a skeich in the
excavation nolebook of M. Drappier, (a member of AMerlin’s team), in which the basilica

plan has a line drawn across the eastern side aisle, symmetrically opposite the remains of . |

the fieldstone wall found in the western side aisle. Merlin's Architect, C.Emonts, does not
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include this wall in his plan of the basilica that was published by Merlin: og. cil., pl. IV.
The measurement was taken from axis to axis of the angle columns,see Duval, 0p. il .

p. 38.

Deep and contmmus rabbets cul into the stylobales indicate that the chancel plaques were
continuous, see Duval, o, i, p. 38. :

Duvatl, gp.cit., p. 38.

Duvel, gp, cit, p. 33, Fig. 26 i

Duval believes that-the gate is the same as that of Tevel Il of the quadratury populi floor.
This is basad not only on stratigraphical indications but on the similarities of the mosa!cs
see Duval, pg.cit. .p. 39,

A Merlin,pp.cil , pl V. -

See The Basilica Complex, p. 2.

Duval, op. cit . p. 99- 144,

Duvat, gp, cit., p. 85. _—

Duval, pp. Cil, p. 85-87, a3 well as p. 95 Section D. Monnaies no. 1 6,ond 7.

Duval, op. cit.. p. 87 and 85 Section D. Mo_nnéiﬁ, no. S and 6.
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?:m Basilica of Bellater
i Phase || Plan
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PLATE 141

The Bastiica of Bellator
Phase Il Plan



PLATE IV

The Basilica of Bellator .

Phase IV Plan
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Fig. 1 VYiew from norihern apse scross basilica to Roman temples.

‘Fig. 2 Phase !l and Phase 1Y apses at the northern end of the basmca
Phase | sanctuary in foreground.
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PLATE V




- | | PLATE vI-

Fig. 3 Traces of Phase !l and Phase |11 sancluaries.

Fig. 4 Southern apse seen from eastern side aisle.
Y



'PLATE Vi

F.ig. S Foundations of Phase |! northern apse inside walls of Phase |11

\

northern apse.
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Fig 6 Northernapse - Phase 1V,



PLATE vill

Fig. 7 Yiewtowards southern apse from Phase 1Y bema; nole Phase |
mosaics inside the frame of the bema and rabbets from the
P 1 sanctuary cut into the stylobates.

]

Fig. 8 Traces of Phase |11 sanctuary.



PLATE IX

..-.
4

m

o

e i e

1k -

g

J

Fig. 9 Yiew towards northern apses - note' traces of Phase 11}

sanctuary.



THE_BUILT_ENVIRONMENT

The Basilicaof Yitalis! is part of a lerge religious complex built at the northern edge
of Sbeitla. This complex, which included the basilica of Bellator2, occupied the entire width of 3
city insula ond part of a third. Between the two basilices was a lorge baptistory that hed at some
point been transformed into a funeral chapel®. A smaller baptisiery was built immediately
behind the southern spse of Vitalis.'Bo'th basilicas were surrounded by numerous annexes.
Immediately west of Vitalis is a large building that appears to.have served as en epistopium, or
lodging for the clergy. The building was separeted from the basilica iteelf by 8 long narrow
courtyard which wes closed off from the street by a gate and wall. North- west of the basilice
“complex is a Dalnlnq house that appesars to have served the gm.mmum“

The entire religious cdmpi&x wes built in such @ manner that it is almost impassible
toenter any of the buildings from the street, Some aress of the complex, such as the baptistery
that was attached to the baéitica of Vitalfs and the ﬁaifzmimn hed been built with their backs
along lhe streets, and were generally entered through the courtyards. Other parts of the
complex, including the courtyem that ran between the enjscopium, the ages bemnd the southern

chevet of the basilica of Bellator and the ares along the eastern wall of Yitalis that hed once been
" acardn, were cut off from the streets by stone walls®,

The basilica was m‘lglnalry excavated between 1911 and 1913 under the dlrect:on of
A Merlm andmapped by C. Emants. The publication appeared in La Revye de Tunis, 1917.p.
265-285, under the title L’ Egl_lse de Yitalis a Sbeitla”. Ithas later studngby N. Duval

between 1963 and 1966. Duval puhlishadgd:tailaj report entitled, Les Basiliques de Sbeitlaa
Deux Sanctuaires Oppasés, Paris, 1971,
L .

/1
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- IHE BASHLICA COMPJFX

The basilica of \mahs is the largest known Christian basilica in Sbeitld its wide-
centralnave was Tlanked o the east and west by interior and.exterior.side aisles. At both the
northern and southern exiremities of the nave are U-shaped apses. immediately south of the
Southern apse and ils sacristies is a beplistery and several small annex rooms. The whole
Dasu‘ica was built from field slone with thick layers of mortar. The walls v?(e reinforced
roughly évery three meters with blocks in opus africanum. The basilica of Yitalis i is.not quite
parallel to the cardipes thal run beside it. Instead, il appears that the basilica conforms L the
orientation of some earlier structures which excavalors have asy‘et been unable 1o explore. The
main axis af lixe basijica runs North—Eas_t / South-West, and is 20_° east of geographic nocth?.
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ANTECHAMBERS AND ENTRYWAYS
PHASE |

The basilica of Yitalis is P”eﬂe-veﬂ 10 have originally been enlered 1rom he norih
through a main doorway that was prmmd by a vestibuled. Tﬁe vestibule, 8 poarly squared
rectangular structure, was slightly off center from the central axis of the nave, extending
0.23m further to the east than o the west, (see Phase | plan, Plate X). The vestibule was 8.96m
wide at its southern en;d and 9.20m wide B Ttsnorthern end”. The laters! walls extended unegqual
lengths from U'_te northern wall of the quadratum populi; S5.23m in the east and 5.10 in the west. ""/
The foundation walls of the vestibule were built on the same level as the quadratum populi's
foundations, although the foundations of the vestibule butt against those of the quadcalum populi.
Likewise walls above the vestibule's foundations were built against the walls of the quadratum
populj. A-single door at the esstern corner of the _n'ofih ‘wall led into the vestibule from the

exterior. The door sill was found in situ between a pair of stone jambpasts. The vestibule had e
simple chalk floor ' '

The aclual eniryway inlp the basilica appears o have been a doarway 2.50m wide in
the northern wall of the quadratum populi This doorway was centered on lhe axis of the nave,
and led directly into the quadralum populi from the vestibule'©.

. Trial Irenches conducted in the fill that hed been packed around the foundations of the
vestibuie produced acache of 85 small bronze coins. Over half af the coins wereillegible; hose
{hat ‘were legible were from the second half of the fourth and the early fifth centuries'’.

N

The quadratum populi was also accessible through smaller door's et the southern end of -
gach lateral wall. In the eastern wall a small door opened inlo the ninth bay of the sice aisle. The
door sill is jp sity, set betwﬁn the two large-stone blocks thal formed the door frame. The siil
measures 1,18m bétween {he blocks of the frame. The door.appeers to have been installed before
the floors of the quadratum populi, as the masaics of Phase | are several centimelers higher.
Holes cut into the upper surfece of the stone sill indicate thet the door was Closed by two
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leaves'Z,

Almost. directly across the basilica isa second doorway thet coincides with, ye/
placement of the columns separating the ninth and tenth bays of the western side aisles. The sill
as well as the lower portions of the stone door frame are in situ. Holes cul into the upper surface
of the sill indicate that the door was closed by a single leafl. This sill measuréd 1.40m between
the door posts and projecled several centimelers above the mosaics of Phase |13 Although
excavators do nol specify whelther the mosaics of the aisle butt againsl the door sitl, the
excavalion reports as published seem to imply that ey do In the case of these Test twa
doorways, Lhe width of the side aisles was sufficient that neither doorway was obstrucled by the
oolonnade thal ran in front of it. There is however, no sense of monumentality or importance o
e\ther entry; i is of passmg interest that the basilica of Bellalor has small porches preceding
its lateral entryways, wmch Yitalis does not.

At some point lhe main entryway al the nocthern end of the basilica went oul of use.
The wail 1hrough which this door passed was removed in parl 10 atlow the installalion of a smatll
apse at the north end of the central nave, (see below). At this time the doorway into the vestibule
was closed off by rough-hewn blocks of limestone thatl contrast with Lhe unhewn sandstone that

had been used in the constructiun uf the vestibule and the main body of the basilica (see Phase 11
plan, Plaie X1) 14,

PHASE 11 -

The largest of the basilica's lateral doorways opens onto the fourth end fiflth bays of
the east exter ior side aisle, and appears 10 be a 1sler addition tohe basilica's plan { see Phase [11
plan, Plata XI1). Unlike th. 'aleral entries seen in Phass 1, this entryway does nol have a stone
door {rame built into the walls of the basilica. The doorsill, though fragmented, is in sity. The



] ' 31

sill was buill with reused malerial, (apparently two doorsitls), and measures nearly 2.00m
long. The level of this door sill coincides roughly wilh the level of the puadralum populi Noors of
Phase 11115, This doorway appears to be a tale addition 1o the besilica, coinciding with the reising
and repaving of the guadralum populi floors during Phase 111'6. This doorway was probably
installed to replace the main entry lost during the Rhase |1 alterations.



* IHE QUADRATUM_ POPULI
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Wilh the exceplion of two irregularities, the mmmum papuli forms a reclangle
35.00m long, with an average width of 23.80m. For two bays’ lengths at the north end, the
basilica is et its widest, (24.55m) due 1o the presence of a shallow niche on the eastern side .
(See Phase | plan, Plate X). Four colonnades divide the quadratum populi into a broad central
nave 7.10m wide'and four side ais les of varying widths. To the east of the central nave is an
inlerior side aisle 4.50m wide and an exterior aisle 3.50m wide. To the west of the nave are an
interior aisle 4.80m wide and an exter ior side aisle 3.90m wide'”.

The central nave is separated from the interior side aisles by colonnedes, esch with
teny pairs of double columns (see fig 1, Plate XIH). Each"'inleriu* aisle was in turn separated
from ils' neighbouring exterior aisles by a file of double columns. The colonnade thet separated
the two eestern side aisles had the same number of columns as did the colonnades along the
central nave. Its columns were éligned along the same transverse axis as the columns on either
side of the nave. Between the two western side aisies, however, there were only nine double
columns, with no column corresponding lo the tenth, or southernmost column of the other
colonnades. The western exterior side aisle was 3. /Qin shorter than the other three aisles, and
the portion of the basilica that might normally have been occupied by the tenth end eleventh bays
of this side aisie was instead occupied by the northern end of a rectangular room, Room 1, (see
below). Only the-five northernmost column pairs were aligned with the five northernmaost '
column pairs of the other three colonnades'®. The beys of the western exterior side aisles
became progressively shorter, from the standard length of 3.10m at the northern end of the
basilica, to 2.75m at the southern end of the basilica. The irregularities in the alignment of the
southern end of (his colenhade appear to be a direct resuit of the placement of room 1. Had the
builders adhered to the transverse axis that had been established by the columns of tho other
three colonnades while iristalling the western colonnade, the tenth bay of the western exlerior
side aisle which is 2.75m long would have been barely 2.00m long'9.
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At the north end of the esst wall of the guadratum populi is a recess nearly 6.00m long
and 0.70-0.90m deep. This recess dates to the time of the basilica’s construction and seems to

have played an important part in determining some of the basilica's bas1p proportions2®. First;
the dlslanw from the esstern wall of the recess to the western wall of the quadratym populi is
24.55m. This is the maximum width of the basilica on which the piaoement of the central axis
and the alignment of the apses was established: the central axis is 12.275m from the eastern and
western walls at this niche; elsewhere it is not strictly central. The eastern aisles are both
slightly narrower than their western counter part", in order tb minimize the effect of
misproportion in the exterior aisle caused by the reduction in the'basilir.;a's width at Bay I11.
Second: the -northern wall of this recess is extended to become the northern end-wall of the
eastern exterior aisle..The v:rall is placed 3.10m north of the northernmost pair of culumns in
the eastern side colonnade (see fig. 2, Plate X1il) This distance of 3.10m is the standard iength of
the bays for all four colonnades, Directly north of the colonnade, the waH juts northward 1.60m
to join the northern wall of the basilica The distance between the northern wall and the first set:
of columas of the other three colonnades was in each instmoé 4.70m. To compensate for this
greater distance, three piers, each 1.60m long and sligned with the colonnades, were built
extending from the northern wall of the basilica H therefore sppears thal the planned length of
the basilica is shown by the position of this eastern wall. This' hypothesis; is strengthened by the
column placement. Excavators offered no explenation for the various irregularities in the
basilica's dimensions, nor are any explanations evident.from the excavations as published B

' The columns of the guadratum populi were not-set on continuous stylobates as were the
columns in the basilica of Bellator. Rather, each pair of columns was set on a separate stone
slab. The column bases were attached to the stylobate blocks,with mortar. The bases appesr to
have been made for the basilica, Al have identical profiles, apart from a difference in scale: the
beses from the centrai colonnades were Irw then those of the side colonnades. The bames

resemble Allic bases but have very shallw profiles, giving the impression of be:nq rather
flat2!.

The columns of the central colonnade had unfluled shafls that stood 2.74m high. A
single column has survived more or less inlact and fragmen!s of numerous other columns were
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found &t the sile?2. All four colonnades used similar capitals, although capitals from Lhe side
aisles were slightly smaller and had a simple design. -The style of-the capitals denotes a certain
degree of originality. These capitals were slighny elongated and rather plain. The only decoration
was lhree narrow bands of simple geomelric molifs: a few centimeters above the bass of the
capilal was a (1al band of chevrons. -Another band of small flat beads circled the middle of the
capital. Just below the abacus was a low lriangular ridge, on which was a row of shallowly
incised chevrons, The capitals from the sicggolmnm had & low register of zigeags and a simple
11al band near the 10923. Although the abacus qf each column was carved in the same block, every
pair of columns was uniled by a single large abacus that was set on lop of the smaller separale
abaci. This upper abacus was fashioned from a single block of stone. I\ was divided inlo th'reé

/ra;ige}s thal gradually increased the dimensions of e monolith from 1.00m X 0.42m at the
bedding plane 1o 1.10m X 0.50m at the upper surface?4. The supports in the centrsl nave must
have measured about 3.60m from the stylobate 10 the lop of the upper abacus . I1 is impossible to .
establish with certitude the heights of the arches that ran between the supports.

The entire floor of the quadratum populi was originally paved with mesaics. In some
areas, nolably in the nave, lhe remains of the mesaics wers very fragmeniary. Archasologists
have nevertheless distinguished seveh individual panels in the nave. Each panel had a separate
geometric motif: squares, diamonds, circles, cables etc. Despite the variet\} of colours used, the
choics, (bick, grey, beige, ochre-yellow, whits and dull red), resulted in an overall somber
effect. The mosaics between the columns of the central colonnades were also extremely
fragmentary. Only afew traces of gesmetric motifs were found2S.

In the side Jisles the mosaics were (enerally in MttWitim. At-the time of the
“original excavations, large sections of the esstern interior side aisles were still covered with
mesics. The decor consisted largelty of multicoloured medallions linked with “intertwining
cables. This same design was used to cover the entire length of the neve. The floor between the
columns that wparate_the two eastern aisles was decorated with small polychrjorne panels. Each

parel had & different geometric motif: squares, circles, chevrons, etc. All the penels were
- bordered by monachrome bands of white unpatterned mosaics, ’



The entire flgor of the eastern exterior side aisle was paved with & very sunple

geometric design: 2 series of dull red 61ambnds with black borders and yellow centers Between
_ this diamond design and the exterior wall there was e narrow border of plain white MOS3IC
cubes. The border follows.the contours of the recess in the northern corner of the guadratum

populi. The floor of the recéss is paved with the diamond design continuous with the pavement of
the side aisle.”

Across the basilica in the western interior side aisie, it was only in the northernmost
bay that a small fraqment of the maosaic floor was preserved. The design appears to hawe
consisted primarily of circular and octagonal :ﬁednlliuns, with cruciform fleurons and,»tjfeek
crosses inscribed within. The floors between the columns that separate the two weste}'n side
aisles were decorated with small geometric panels, different frorﬁ those in the eastern aisles

| Here once again 1t is in the exterior side sisie that the mosaics in the best state of preservation
were found. A single motif was used for the entire western exterior side aisle: the eastern
exlerior side aisle also used a single rnbtif but very rigidly. Here, octagons were surrounded oy
multi-coloured circles, ovals, stylized crosses and curvilinear molifs. The interlors-of the |
octagons were decorated with a variely of motifs renging from the very simple, such as(:
triangles, X's elc., 1o intricate Solomon's knols and highty stylized vegetal motifs2®.

Little is known sbout the type of roofing thal was used (o cover the nave end side
aisles. Excavators believe however that U central nave was covered by some form of lie beam
truss and tile roof. During the course of the excavations, numerous roof tiles, both flat and
imbricsted, as well o3 sntefixes, some- decoraled in relief with human figures, were found’
strewn about the nuaﬂr:alum poouli2’. Duval has suggested two possible solutions for the roofing
of the side aisles. One involves an individual tie beam truss covered with tiles above each of the
side aisles with the rafter roafs of the interior side aisles.raised sbove the rafter roofs of the

- exterior side aisles so as to allow light into the interior side aisle. The other solution calls for
rafter roofing that would slope downward from the raised walls of the central nave to _rest upon
the lateral walls of the guadratum populi?®. A third solution for the elevetion and roofing of the
basilica was sugg_ested by J. Christern. "Christern’'s solution is sifp_Uar lo Duval's first

_ suggestion of & slopeing rafier roof above each side aisle. Christern suggests et both side aisles
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wers surmountsd by gelleries. Christern therefore places the roofs of the interior side sislesat |
a much greater height than they are in Duval's Feconstruction%. Although technically feasible,
Christern’s solution remains hypothstical: No architectural elements that might heve come from
on upper story were reporied to have been found either in or aroundthe basilica

PHASE I

This phase is essentislly marked by the addition of an apsa at the north end of the
basilica. There wera no obvious changes to the guadratum paguli during this phass. '

BHAY 1II
/

For unknown reasons, the recess at the north esstern corper of the basilics was
completely filled in with large rocks, fieldstones and moctar (see Phase [Hl plan, Plate Xit).
The quadratum populi floors were raised about 0.15m and covered with mosaics, the remains of -
which were so fragmentary and isulatad that they do little more than confirm the exisience of a

_ later floor level.

To date thirty—ﬁye burials have been found in the basilica of Yitalis, all but one of

thess in ﬂwmmmﬂm, The majority wers concentrsted in the central mve,vammg‘i
“1t should be remembu'qlum none of the four side afsles has as yet beeg,Tully axcpvatqi Of the

twenty-sight tombs with legible inscriptions, eighteen ere children or youths. The ten adults

 worea mix of priests and elders of the community. 1t is difficult ie determine the dates of these
‘burials. Of those with inscriptions, all but one appear to be later than the third quarier of the
-Bixth century. - The sole possible exception is the burial in the Northern apse. In the case of all

wwmbmmmmlmmm,unmmmmm_l had been cut through to allow
{ha instalistion of the tomb. Beceuse of the fragmentary state of the Phase |11 mosaics, 1t has not
been possible for archesologists to dstermine if these mosaics were laid efter the tombs had besn

. instatled or 1f they too had been cut through by the tombs3!.
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CULT ARFAS: THE SOUTHERN APSE

PHASE |

At the south end end of the central nave was an apse buiit inside a solid rectanguler
freme, of fieldstone and ppus africanum (see Phase | plan, Plate X and fig. 1 Plate Xill).
Foundation {renches for the apse and its frame were cut into the remains of the structures that
tay under the besilica The struclures in this area had been leveled off and covered with about
0.30m of loose fill, which contained numerous fragments of merble plagues, & few lamp
fragments { none of which were very useful for dating), and e small coin thought to be Yendal 32

- Inside, the apse itself had a maximum width of 6.29m end a depth of 5.20m. The level
of the floor was raissd 0.20m above the guadratum populi floors of Phase I. The apse floor of

Phase | was a simple cement layer. The walls were covered with plaster. a few traces of which
were found still stuck to the curved wall of the apse.

PHASE I

There were no major structural chenges during Phase Il of the southern apse,
although the floor lovel was raised about 0.20m and o mesaic pavement installed. These mosaics,

a1l geometric, were exiremely fragmentary ol the time of excavation>>. The end of t'his'phase
was marked by extlensive destruction, possibly due to earthquakes.

4

PHASE LIl

After the destruction that brought about the end of Phase 1, the southern apse wes
‘rebuilt (see Phase 111 plan, Plate X11). The debris left from the collapse of the Phasa || apse was
covered with a layer of W1, then repeved with mosaics. The floor levet of Uge southern apse was
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now 0.45m above the floor of the quadratum populi in use at the time,{level 11)34. A stepped
aynihronos wes installed along the apse wall. The synthrongs was 0.70m wide and was preceded -
by a small step _0.20m decp. Both the synthronos and the step were interrupted over a distance of

€. 1.00m st the closed end of the epsa, possibly to allow the installation of an episcopal throne in

this erea. A fregment of massic inscription was found in the Nour of this open areas°. A nerrow

mosaic border of lotiform flowers ran along the 'edge of the steps. Several fragments of mosaic
pavement were also found cemented to the riser.s of the steps. The mcgaii:s in the central portion
of the apse were in E;very poor stete of repair, end it was difficult for excavators to determine

the nature of the dacoratiye scheme. One surviving section was decorated with a small peacock
made wilh glass tesserae: Only one portion of the peacock has survived3S.

The actusl entry into the apse wes reduced by two narrow wells. These walls, like the -
Syathronos . extended 0.70m from the esstern end western su‘m of the apse opening®’. Ihe-
height of this wal} {s unknown. Tha entry was further reduced by a seres of chanceal plaques that
left an axial opening 2.36m mtb\._Rubbels for Lhe chancel piagues as well as square mortises for
the pasts tnét supported them were cut into the upper surface of the third step which also served
os the threshold for the apse. A fragment of the marble chancel plaqua was found in sity stil} a;t
into the rabbets of the third step. The plaque had an opisthographic inscription. One side of the
pleque had 8 dedication 1o Mercus Aurelius and Lucius Yerus. The stone was later reused &sa
Christien epitsth, before becoming a chance! plaque Because of the style of the \nsu'\plmn used
Tor the Christian epitaph, Duval believes that the epitaph dates to some time shortly after the
imhal period of Byzantine ot:t:up-sn.mnz’8 1t would seem reasonable to suppese that the funerar'y
inscription was reused some considerable time afler its original emplacement. Hence, the
chancel rail 1S 1kely to belong to a later phiese of the Byzantine period. Phase lll of the southern
apse appeers 10 have continued in use until the basilica was abamhned
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CULT ARFAS: THE SOUTHEASTERN SACRISTY

M the swmarn ends of the two eestern side sisles and 1o the immediote eest of the
southern apse wes 8 wide rectangular sacristy(see Phase | plan, Plate X). The southesstern
sacristy is the same widlh a5 the iwo side aisles, forming a reciangle 7.50m wide and 3.20m
deep. The eestern wall of this room isa thickened extension of the east side wall of the basilic
Excavators do not specify whether this building tp of the inner face of theexterior wall dales to
the first phase of construction or not. The room’s western wall is formed by 8 freme of masonry
that surrounds the epse. The southern wall is perty with room 1139,

The sacristy was accessible from the esstern exterior side digle through a 1.17m
doorway. At the time of the original excavations under the direction of A [erlin, the doorsill *
was still in situ, set between two stone jembposts. Although the siH has since been lost,
excavalors reported that this doorway would have closed with ;!z le leaf door. A second,
slightly smaller, door in the southern ‘wall led into 8 lerge squarg room, (see secondary
Buildings, Room }1). This door sill was also in situ and meesured 1.00nf between the jembposts
of the door. Only a'vew small section of mosaic pavement was preserved inside the room at the
time of the original excavations. The matif used on the surviving fragments consisted of smal!
squares with a veriety of polychrome designs in thgif‘ QCI:Ith‘S.- These mosaics, reported to be on

(he same level as the mosaics of level | of the quadratum ponull, have since been lost¥C.

PHASE lI-IH

Excavators meke no mention of sy modifications o this sacristy during the besilica's
subsequent phases.



PHASF |

To the immexiate west of the southern apse is a small rectanguiar sacristy, 3‘8£(!m -
wide and 4.70m deep (see Phase | plan, Plate X). The northern wall of the sacristy marks the
southern end of the westecn interior side aisle?! * The sacristy was accessible from this aisle
through a doorway 1.20m wide. The door sill was in silu between the two stone jambposis at the
time of excavation. Holes cut into the upper sﬁrface of the sill indicate that the door ciosed with
a single leaf. '

. \

The eestern wall of the sacristy is formed by the masonry frame of the 8pse. its
weslern wall i-s common with the eastern wal) of Room Y!1, (see below), although this g\._vgll had -
been buitt up towerds the interior of the sacristy. Excavators do not specify whether the
building up of the sacristy wall dates to the initial phase of construction. It may be of note,
hawever, that the blocks in opus africanum used along this stretch of wall ere not &s thick es the
walls, and are visible only along the wall's westernmost face. This is somewhal unususl as the
thickness of blocks in gpus africapum normally corresponds to the thickness of the walis. The
planned width of the wall seems 1o be indicaled by the width of the blocks in opus africaoum:
however the excavation archimét's plans do not indicate the presence of an eariier wall face. The
southern wall of the sacristy was aligned with the southern wall of Room ¥tl, but again, like the
saslern wall, the southern wall was built up lowards the interior of the sacristy. A 1.10m
doorway ot the easiern end ofthi;wall led into Room ¥, (see below). . The door sill was found in
siiu, between the lower portions of two stone jambposts. 11 appeers from the excavallon reports
that the refacing of the eastern end southern walls occurred during the original construction of
the basilica. Duval suggests that these walls may have been thickened to aliow the instaliation of
a small dome or vaull sbove the sacristy?2. Although it appears structurally possible that the
mfstYwas roofed with & small dome, there is no 'méntio‘p in the excavation reports of any
vaulting mater el found in the sacristy.



) S

"The floor -of the sacristy was covered with a geometric masaic pavement that wes

0.20m below the level of the quadraiuin populi floors of Phase |. These mosaics have since been
lost®S. .

PHASES U-[1]

[ ad

L~

The excavation reports, as publishéd, make no mention of eny modifications to this
sacristy during the basilica's subsaquent phases.
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CliT AREAS: THE NORTHERN APSE 2
PHASE |
| . ®
During Phase 1, there was no apse at the' northern pnd'oi the basilica.
3
PHARE 1|

-Considerable restructuring of the northern end of the basilica wes undertaken to sliow

the installation of asmail apse inside the existing vestibule ( See Phase || plan, Plate XI). Most

of the wall &t the northern end of the central nave was removed from on top of the 0.75m wide
foundation wall, leeving in situ liftle more than a strip of rubble 0.0Sm high and twe square

blocks, (0.50 X 0.50m). Duval believes that these blocks, set 1.25m to either side of the

besilica’s central a;cis, seryed as pedestals to support the bases of the columns thy&rked the
.original main entryway34. ' '

* Foundation walls for the apse were dug thraugh the chalk flaocs of the vestibule, The
crest of these foundation walls for the apse was 0.40-0.45m above the level of the crest of the

foundation that suppor led the walls of the Quadratum populi snd the vestibule“S, Although the
northern apse wes built inside the pre-existing vestibule, which surrounds {he apse like 8 ’

freme, the wells of the apse do not touch the walls of the vestibule et sny point. Unlike the

southern apse, the northern apse remsins freestanding inside the frame that surrounds it. The -

apse was centered along the axis of the nave even though the vestibule in which it ‘was buiTl Wes
not aligned with the central axis of the basilica. As a result the apse eppears to be off center

inside the vestibule. At the open end of the apse a distance of 0. 60m separsales the western |

exterior face of the apse frum Lhe interior face of the vestibule. Along the wall at the esstern sxd:
of the 555 ine distance between the apse and the wall of the vestibule was only Q.37m.

The curved wall of the apse wes bullt in gpus afrfcanum , with rough rlél&;tme blocks

for the curtain wulls"ﬁ Inside, the opening af 1he apse was 6.10m wide, & full meter less than

the width of the oenlral nave. The apse has 8 maximum depth of 4.62m. The apse ﬂoor wes raised .

y O

o

T
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0.15m above the guadratum populi floors of Phases 1.end 11, and was cover ed with @ mosaic
pavement Only scattered pteces of this pavement, including elements of geomelric Oecor snd o
few fragmented letters, have survived. The size and condition of the fragmenls was such that it

wes impossible for archeeologists 1o reconstruct eny slements of the patternd’. '

Al the northern end of the apse was a massive slone sarcophams. The installation of
the sarcophagus seems to coincide with the constr uction of the apse. The chalk floors of the Phase
I vestibule.were cut through 1o allow tnelinstallatiun of the tomb. The 1id of the sarcophagus was
0.45m below the surface gf the masaic floor®. The fragrfents of lstters from this floor wers
found directly above the tomb. Too little of this inscription has survived v permit the
reconstruction of the text. The sarcophegus was placed perelle] to the central dixis of the basilice.
Directly beneath the central axis of the apse where it intersects the curved wall of the 8pS8, was
a sulid'waﬂ of mason;'y m remained from an earlier structure. in order to place the tunb
squarely on the axis, this wall would have had to be removed.

When the sercophagus was opened (he skull wes found &l the northern end, sel 8
certain distance from the rest of the skaleton. Although Duvel admits fhis disturbance could be
-the result of earlhquakes, he believes that it is aiso pussibie that the head wes separated from.
the body before being placed in the sarcophegus. The remains of the skeleton were not examined
in detsil st the time of the e.xcavatlons thus, it was not possnble to determine whether the
dispiacement of the skuil was the result of decapitetion, esrthquake, or 8 disturbance thal might
have occurred during the course of 8 secondery buria). It should be noted that the excavation
reports meke no mention of any evidence that would support the theory of & secondery burial,
although Duvel does mentfon that the tomb wes not robbed®C.

PHASE 111

AL some poinl the mrlhern\@ suffered considerable demage, possibly due W

* ear thquakes. The extent of the damage was such that a complete reconstruction and remodeling of

the northern apse was necessary (see Phese 111 plen, Plale XI). After reconstruction, the
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.nu‘lher.q'apgd W&S NO IM contained within the confines of the vestibule but extended into the -
céntral nave between the two piers that marked the northern ends of the central colonnedes. A
retmnmq wall of roughly hewn blocks was buill across the central nave belween the southern
ends of (hese two piers. As none of these blocks were aligned with any apparent care, it is
probabie, (especiaily given the rough finish of these blocks), thet the southern faceof the wall
was nol intended to be seen but was revetled with mosaics or marble plaques'.

The epse was eccessible by way of & three-stepped semi-circuler perron placed
shightly-off lhe alignment of basilica's central axis. The perron wes in sjtu et the time of the
origina‘i excavetionso<. Its remains were later found scaltéred around the quadratum populi by
members of Duval's tesm, who restored the first two steps of i(5% {see fig. 2, Plate Xi1i).

The entryway into the Phase 1! apse was reduced to a central passage 1.00m wide by
a series of chencel piaques. These plaques were supported by a series of rabbets cut into the
upper surfoece of the apse’s relaining wall: To either side of this axial opening & rectangular
mortise had also been cut into the up'per‘ face of the reteining wall. These mortises, (one of which
is intect, measuring 0.27 X 0.21m and is 0.15m deep), would have held small posts that
provided uﬁitimal support to the chancel rail. A third similsr mc-)rtise was found at the eastern
edge of the apse's opening. A fourth may also have existed at the apses western end, but this
portion of the retaining wall was not preserved®,

The fioor level of the Phase i apse was about 0.55m above the level of the Phase i
ficors. The floors between the two piers es well as the Interfor of the epse had been covered with
@ layer of fill, then paved over with mosalcs These mosaics were very fragmentsry when
discovered during the course of the original excavations in 1913, Several fragments of 8 vegete! -
motif with lotiform flowers were discovered along the curved well of the epse. These mosdics

have s}m been lasto”.
9

»  Althe time of the original excavations, 8 stone hlock wes found inside the northern.
apse. This stone, since lost, hed 8 reclangulor cavity, 0.27 X 0.21m wide and 0.15m deep, cut
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into its upper face. Although the exterior measurements are not given, the stone appears on
Emont's planof 1916, 85 20.40m sqbareSf’. It has been suggested by Duval, that a small ornaie
column capital found in the nave, near the apse, might have been used as pert of a ciborium
sbove the reliquary®’. There is little evidence in the excavalion repori, s published, that
oduld support tms.'hypotnesls.

No sacristies have been discovered at the northern-end of the basilica.

- [
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Despite the very pooc condition of much of the surviving material, excavations have °
distinguished three major phoases in Ue development of the sanctuary at the basilica of Yitalis,
Yery little survives from the first sanctusry, which dates to the original construction of the
basilica This sancluary is thought by excavators to hf_ive occupied the entire length and width of
the fifth, sixth and seventh bays of the central rave . This would have resulted in an unuswally -
large sanctuary, 7.10m wide and 9.30m long (we Phase | plan, Plate X). The sanctuary was -
enclosed by a series of narrow stylobate blocks that ren along the intercolumniglions of the
central mlor'inm, between the double columns. Remains of $his stylobate have also been found
along the western a:ips of the fourth anc eighth bays of the central iiave. Excavalors have offered
-no explanation for this nor is any clear from the excavation reports as published. The rorthern
andmt'r.iern ends of the sancluery were merked by a similar stylobate system®2. Many of the
stylobats blocks were in situ st the time of the original excavations. The majority have since
disappesared. . | :

The sonctuary was éccessible from the north by way of an axial opening, 1.50m wide.
Asimilar opening is thought'to have existed a the southern end of the sanctuary. The southern
entryway is also thought 1o heve been preceded by & norrow walkway, 1.50m wide, that ren lo
the northern end of the eléyenth bay, Just in front of the presbyterium. Like the sanctuary, the
walkway was enclosed with 8 series of chancel plagues. These wers later removed when ths
second sanctuary was installed There was no trace of an altar found from this period®®.

L3
.

~ The original sonctuary was replaced with a second sanctuary that stradded the end of
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the fifth bay of the central nave, all of the sixth bay and the beginning of the seventh. All that
remains from this senctuary are a few segments of a stone stylobate that formed a reclangle
3.70m wide and 5.50m long (see Phase il plen, Plate X1). The stylobate supporied the posts ard
chancs! plaques thet enclosed the sanctuary. Narrow rabbets had been cut into the upper faces of
these blocks. A block with a circuler mortise, (0.90m deep with 8 O.Z‘Mi‘ dismeter) for a
chancel post survives {n situ at the northeastern angle of the sanctuary®'. The sanctuary wes
also accessible by way of two axial entries. Although only a fragment of the soulher;m door sili
remains in situ, the northern door sill wes almost intect and measured i.1Sm. This northern
doorway could be closed by e two lesaf door or gate that couid be bolted in the middieB?. During
this pﬁnse, stylobates running north and south were ir%lalled along the intercolumniations of the
central mloﬁn&hs in order to support 8 more extended system of chancel plagues: With the
excavation of narrow openings on the eestern and western sides of the third and tenth bays, the
central nave wes now wﬁpletely cut off from the various side aisles. These narrow openings
allowed people to pass from the eastern to the western sides of the guadraium populi, without
having to leave the basilica®s.

PHASE [l

NN

Although the remains of the first two sanctuaries ere fairly scant, {he third and final
sancluary is in 8 considerably beller state of preservation. The Phese 111 sanctuery was merked
by a low stone fram'e that occupiedlnehrly the entire length of fhe central nave's eighth and ninth
bays. it had been built with stone blocks 0.40-0.45m high, that formed a rectanguiar gume,
5.40m longzand 3.93m wide® (see Phase 111 plen, Plate XI1). The Phase | mosalcs of the
quaretum populi, es well es the thick tayer of coment el supported them, had ieen cut through”
1o ollow the instabation of the frame. The upper surface of these blocks was only & few

.centimeters above the surfece of the Phase | mossics, The length end width of the stone

blocks varied, their exterior faces had been trued so es to present 8 uniform surfece along ihe
perimeter of the platformﬁs. It is improbatile that the 1rregula|:1tiw of these blocks would not
have been evident: the whole structure is likely to have been paved over with mosaics.
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Rabbets and mortises cut into the upper surfece of the stone frame indicate that lhe
sanctuaw was surrounded by chancel plaques The senctuary was accessible by way of {wo axlal 7
entryways: the northern was 0 80m wide, the southern 0.75m wide. Additional support wes
given to the'c::hancal plaques by small reclanguler posts. One of these posts, 0.20 X 0.15X 1.35m
high and termInating in & hemispherotd, has survived intoctS6.

The northern end of the enclasure was sheltered beneath a ciborium 3.50m long and
3.93m wide. Mortises for the bases of the column shafts fo support the ciborium were also cut
into the upﬁer surfaces of the sanctuary's stone frame. One of the bases, 8 monolithic base and
pedestal, was found beside the alter platform. Notches were cut into the sudes of the pedestal in
order to provide additional support for the chancel plaques®?..

in the center of the area protected by the ciborium, 8 section of column shaft 0.92m
high with a diemeter of 0. 30m, was sunk inlo tt;e floor of the nave. A small cavity, 0.20m fong,
0.135m wide ond 0. 125m deep was cut out of the core of the column. InS|de the cavity, 0.25m
from Lhe top wes a tiny Iecm 0.01m wide, that could have held a cover ln placz'sa This column
was in sity at the time of excavetions. The cavity wes probably intended to mntam a small
‘ reliquery. .

The slter base wes found nescby, broken into two pieces. It originetly had been 8
rectangular -monolfth, 1.65m long, 1.03m wide and 0.18-0.20m thick. The stone was roughly
hewn, indicating that it had probably been revetted with masaic. A rectangular mortise was cut
into eech of the four corners 1o hold the feet of the altar table. In the center of the upper
-+, -surfece of the -stone was 8 small two-stepped cavity for a reliquary. Directly beneath it, on
" the lower face of the altar base was @ circular cavity 0.37m in diameter9, According 1o Duval,
the top of the column shaft in situ in the sanctuary floor was meont to fit into the circuler
cavityon the lower face of the eltar bess 70, During the original excavations & column end
several upper abaci from the ciborium were found The column wes in very poor condition. Its
1.80m shafl was decorated with helicoidal ﬂutingﬂ, The abac! were all-cut to the same design: a
blocky profile with & single incised band just below the op72. A capital that had been attributed
to the ciborium by Merlin, was re-examined by Duval, who suggests, (on the grounds thet it was
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found near the eastern apse), thal the capital may in fact have been used in conjunction with a
ciborium in the eastern apse of Phase 73,

"During Phasa |11, e transverss barriers were installed et the na‘thern' end southern
ends of bay 11l. Each barrier had 8 1.00m axial openi_ng”. This third form of the sanctuary
appears 1o have remained in use until the basilica was abandoned.

L4
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Excavators cleared a series of small rooms including a baptistery Uat were found
ctustered beside and behind the southern apse (see plan of secondary rooms, Plate Xiv). The
excavation reporis make liltlé or no reference lo the stratification or' phasing of these rooms.
Nevertheless, the evidence, as published, seems 10 indicate lh_at whila the construction of thesa
rooms may in fact date to the original campaign of construction, they may not have been part of
Lhe original bﬁildino plan. The planned width of the walls seems to be indiceted by the width of
the blocks in ppus efricenum. Normally, (and this is the case throughouf lhe rest of the
basilica), the blocks in opus africanum and the rubble walls that run,between e are the same
_Wldth If these walls were originally built in the normal manner, that is to say with the width of
the rubble walls correspondmg to the width of the Qﬂus niumnum blocks omt expect 1o
1ind the orfginal faces of ‘the walls Indicated of the excavation architect’s plan. Due to the'leck of
adequate information, these rooms will not be divided into phases.

. a

THE BAPTISTERY

A small baplisiery, 6.65m wide ond 4.50m deep, is located immediately south of the
besilica's southern apse”>. The southern fece of the masonry fame that surrounds the basitica's
apse, is used as 1He northern wall of the baplistery. The eastern and western walls are common
i with. the weslern and eastern walls of ‘Robms 1 and ¥, respectively. Symmetrically placed in
both of these walls were large doorways. The lower portions of the jembposts as well as both
doorsills are still in situ.- The eastern doorway is 2.30m wide’O; the western is 2.20m wide’”.
Holes cut into the upper surfeces of the door sills indicete that both entries cduld_ be closed off

with double 1eaf doors.
¥



In the southern wall of the baptislery was a small apse, 2. 12m wids and 2.45m deep.
Tms apse was centered, like the southern apse of the basilica, along the central axis of the nave.

The eastern, western and southern walis were all tmckened towards the interior of the . o

beptistery78. .

' In each of the baplistery's four corners was a column. The bases of these were still in
situ ot the time of excavation. These buses had probably been laken from earlier monuments.
They were all Attic style, but no two of them had the same profiles’S. Becauss of the thickness of
the walls and'the placemettt of the four angle columns, Duval believes Uiat the baptistery was
covered by a vaull. Massive springers and consoles fashioned out of rausad cornices vrere found
in Roo 1. These are beligved by the excavators W have been par! of the vmltingsyslam for the

baphsteryao

Thera appeer 10 have been at least two different floor levels in the baptistery, an
earlier level, 0.33m below the Jevel of the Phase | nave, and & later mosaic gavement, 0.05m

below the level of the nave floors of Phase 181, Excavators have provided no/explanation of the
nature of the eeriier floor level

The baptismal fonl itself was similar 1o the font found in the baplistery between the
Basilica of Vitalis and the Besilica of Bellalor. It resembled a rectangle with, laf*gp bulges along
-1he tong sides. Al the short ends were three steps descending towards the central floor of the
font. The font. hid an overall length of 3.95m and a maximum width of 2.75m. The rim of the
font Stood 0.25m above the Tevel of the beptistery floor which was 0.05m below the floor Tevel.
The entire structure was covered with a mosaic pavement. Four co‘lumn bases were set on the
raised rim of the baptismal font. 1t is possible thal thess wera used for columns supporting
ciborium above the central portion of the font52. Along the northern edge of the fonl was the
mosaic inscription from which the basilica takes its name. |1 reads as follows: ' ‘

YITALIS
| ET CARDE
r' ) ) . M
MSN 83)
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tmmediately south of the eestern sacristy is a large room, 7.40m wide and 6.40m
deap. The northern wall of Room II, (in which there is a doorway leeding in from the sacristy),
.13 common with the southern wall of the eastern sristy, (see abave). The esstern wall, like the
‘eestern wall of the sacristy, is an exiension of thaq.ntﬂummnulimd hes also been thickened
along its interior face. The weslern wall is formed in part by the southeastern end of the frame
surrounding the epse and by the eastern wall of the baptistery, (see above). The southern wall is
also the northern wall of Room [11, (see below). The two rooms were joined by a doorway, nearly

. 2:40m wide. The Tower portions of the jambposts are in situ, but no trace of & doorsill was

found®4.

In the canter of the room ware the basss of four columns thet formed a 2.35m squace, .

T columrtstm{would havabaensstuponﬂmahasesmay have been usaed to support a lantern

: ——

“or lsed portmn of the rouf

’

The floces of Room 11 were covered with & geometric mosaic pavement at a level

. 0..20m below the Moor level of the eastern sacristy and the Phase | nave. The design used for the
pavement consisted of rows of small diamonds similar o those used in the eastern exterior side
aisle. These mbsaics were visible when the basilica was first excavated, but have since been
destroyedSS. |

A&

ROOMIL

South of Room Ilwasyetmmrsmall rectangular room, 7.50m witbmdSOQm |

deep. The nu‘ﬂu'nwallofmemnisoommm with the southern wall.of Room 11. Theea:rtern

- wnllwnslnva'ypw*condﬂimbulwusclwlymaxtags_imofthaeasta"nwallmthe

quaeetum pogul. tn Room 11 the eestarn walt had not besn thickened slong ts intarior: face, a5
' fthad in the secr sty end Room I1. The aouthern wall 5 part of the same wall that marks the
mtnha'naldomeurwamrunselumgﬂnerUwastreeL The eestern wall of the
m:rtyvdtsalsothewestern wall of room 11186,

L



There were no traces of floor surviving, nar was there any indication as to what type
of roofing was used, if any, to cover the room.

-

THE COURTYARD

Behind the baptistery and Room ¥ r‘Uns an open air courtyard 15.40m-long and 3.00m”
wids . The northern side of the courtyard is common with the southern walls of Room Y and the

baptistery, in fact the curved wall of the baplistery's q;se'prolrums considerably into the

courtyard The southern wall runs along the edge of the streel. The northern wall is an. extension -

of the latere} wall of the guadratum populi. It has the same width es the wall in the quadcatum
pouli, unlike the external walls of rooms Yil end Y. The eestern wall of the room is aligned with
the eastern wall of the baptistery, and is common with the western wall of Room Il1, (see
above). A 1.30m doorway, the doorsill for which is still in gitu, led into Room |1 '

| About 2.50&\ from the western wall of the courtyard were two columns. One _column
was built agaipst the southern wall that lined the streel, the olher was built’ aginst the
courtysrd's northern wall. Excavators are nol sure what these golumns were for.

No remains of amy form of floor have been identified®’.

-

4

Immediately south of Room Vil and the western sacristy, wes & rectangulor room,
4.50m long and 7.70m wide. The northern wall of Room \ {3 common with the southern walis of
Room Y11 and the western sacristy. The western wall is s continustion of the western exterior
wall of the guadratum populi, though 11ke the western wall of Room Y11 11 t00 hes been thickened
along its interior face. The southern wall is in very poor condition, but was clearly thickened
slong its interior face. The eastern wail was common with the western wall of the baptistery.

4
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Room ¥ wes eccessible from both Room Yii,(see below), end the baplistery,(see.
sbove). The doorway from the baptistery occupied nesrly half of the total dsjth of the esstern
wall. A doorway in the southern wall of this rom led intos long and narrow open air courtyard
Owing o the poor condition of the Sﬂ.ﬂlﬂ"n wall i1 has not bwn possible 1o estabiish the exact
dirnensmns of this doorway. ,

In the middle of the floor of this room werd four columns that formed & 2.50m square.
Duval suggests that the columns were used to support & small dome or ‘lantern. Although no
columns were found fnside Room ¥, & 3.22m long column with a diemeter of 0.38m was found
" neerty in Room Vil. Excavators suggest that this column may be from Room V &s no column
bas¢s were found in silu in Room VII. The diameter of the column glso corresponds to the
dlemeler of the bases found n Room y88

The floor levetl of Room Y was 0.20m lower thén that of the central nave. Fragments of
& mosaic pavement with highly stylized rour lesf rosettes were still in sity. This mosaic has
since been lost.

Room V11 is & rectangle, 3.55 wide and 8.63m long, that juls inlo the southwestern.
corner of the quadratum populi. It occupies the space that folls between the western sacristy end
thewwtarnextm‘lw wal!ofmmlmmnuu aswellasthea‘eawheretnetmtham
eleventh bays of the western exterior sids aisle would otherwise have been. Room Yil's western
wall is & continuation of the western wall of the guadratum popult wall although it has been
thickened towards the interior. The northern wall of this room marks the southern end of the
western exterior side aisle. Room Vil is acoessible from this aisle through en axil doorwey
1.25m wide. The lower portion of the jembposts &swell es the doorsill are in situ. The eestern
wall of the com is aligned with the dolonnade that separates the twa western side aisles. The
wall oiso morks the western edge of parts of the tenth and the eleventh bays of the western
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interior side asisle. Its- soumern section is common with the weslern wall of the westsrn‘
sacristy. A 1 .25m wide doorway &l the northern end of bay eleven leads into Room Y, (see-
below). The lower portions of the doors' jembshefts es well as the doorsill are in situ The

‘southem wall of Room Yil is aligned with the southern wall of the western sacristy. A 1. 10m
wide doorway 1n this wall 1sed into Room V/Bh lower portion of the 1anbshaﬂ.s s well as the
doorsill are in situ. These walls are also aligned with the southernmost face” of the apge frame.
Were the line that is formed by these walls and the opse frame 1o be continued eastwords (o the

basilica's esstern wall, the plan of the basilica's chevel would bea* a much stronoar resemblance
1o the most common type of chevet found in Tunisia: ~

Theﬂocrof Room YI! wes on the same level as the guadralum poguli foors of leal
When the basilice wes {irst excevaled the remains of the floor could still be seen along the
western wall of the room. The motif was geometric, consisting of rows of a somber scale pattern.
A smal} band of plain tesserde ran elang the edge of the'wall. This anosaic has since been lost®.

R
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE: s ~

As 15 \he case wilh so many Nofih.African basilicas, it 1s nearly impossible to
determine the original date of canstruction. Many of the archilectural elements such as columns,
copitals, bases, lerge stone blocks etc, were reused from esrlier monuments. There are few
legible coins and-little dat able pottery to help date the construction phab&s The recording of
* stratification in the excavation reports is frequently incon. Jlete. '
Eti&ﬁf_l'_

-
—~
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The basilica of Vitalis appears to have been buil as a large fubclions] basilica meant
to hold a large congregation. Originatly the basilica had a wide central ngve that was separated
from the interior side aisles by a colonnade with ten double columns. The interior and exterior
smie aistes were separated from each other by ten double columns in the east and nine in the
west. A single apse stood al the souihern end of the cenlral nave, encased in a masonry frame. To
either side of ‘the apse were rectangular rooms t[ﬁal appear 1o havi served as sacristies. The
doors in the ninth bays of the eastern and western side aisles dale from the 1nmal phase of
construction but hke Lhe side enlries.in the basilica of Bellator, mey probably do not reprmnl
the main entryway \Tne basilica wes preceded by a small vestibule at the northern end of the
cenlral nave. Excavalnrs believe that this vestibule led o the main doorway that would the been

veted al Lthe northern end of the central nave. The Phase i sanctuary occupled'the entire Ienglh _
- of the fifth, sxxlh and seventh bays of the cenlral nave. The floors of the basilica were covered by

a mosaic pavement w1th a geomelrlc pallern

-

A baptismal complpx was .rxzted mmediately south of the 9 excavations, as
pubhshed have not &monstraleﬂ phasing 1n this area  The area 23 appear 0 hawe

undergpne any arcmtecturully smmﬁcant allerauons

T
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.ihm.ghl to havra been located &t the northera end of tha centrel nave.

57

As is the case with-the basil g of Bellator,‘the second phase of consiruction is marked
primarily by the installation of a small apye &t the northern end of the central nave, tnside the
preexisting vestibule. Unlike Bellator, ever, the southern apse appears 10 have remained
use &s the presbylerium. Duval suggests thal the new apse may have been built es & funeral
chapel not long after the original-construction of the basiﬁca. Duval further suggests that the

apse mey have housed the tomb of Preesidius, a bishop of Sbeitla who is mentioned in the Notita
. for 484 and who is also mentioned by Yictor of Vila for his decapilation at the hands of the

Yandals.

-4

In Phese 11, & new sancluary was buill inside e area of the Phase | sanclusry. in
addition to this, Lthe chancel plaques were added 1o cut the central nave off from the side aisles

The large doorway thel struidles the third and fourth bays of the eastern side oisles, -
was prob&bly irstalled al this time, perheps to make up for the loss of the mam entry that is

-

¢

PHASF Il

) Before its ﬁnal phase of reconsiruchm the basilica of Yitalis suffered considerable
. demage especially at the northern ond soithern ends of the besilica where both opses collapacd
The coll of the apses may have been the resull of an earthquake. Tne third phase of .
construct' imarily marnsdpy the reconstruction of the northern and southern apses. The
southern apse appeors (o have remained 1n use as the presbyterium, unlike (he southern apse in

\-_,
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The northern apse was enlarged so that it now occup_'ied the area belween the pierf:. thal
mark the sides of the central nave. The floor of this apse was also raised.

The sanctuary of Phase 111 was installed lowards the southern end of the central nave
and occupied a small reclangular area inside the eighth and ninth bays of the central nave. There
were also several alterations to the preexisling chancel rails, notably the installation of
transverse barriers al the norihern and southern ends of the third bay. The floor was repaved
with mosaics and the recess in the north eastern corner. of the quadralym populi was filled 1N

Despite the number and lhe exient of the interior rearrangements and refiltings,
there is nothing to suggest that there would have been at sny point a need for modification of the
roofing of the quadratum populi.

W
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FOOTNQTES

1

2)
3)

4)
S)

- 6)

7)
8)
9)

10)
1)

12)
13)

The name Vitalis was given to the basilica in 1916 by the excavators who discovered

- the epitaph of & priest by thet neme &s well as 8 mosaic inscription along the edge of

the baptismal font indicating thet the font wes donaled by & man also named Yitalfs.
The epitaph is of particuler interest because the date on it refers to the reign of
Genseric thus providing a ressonably good ierminus post quem. The epitaph wes.
published by A. Merlin and P. Monceaux; “L'épitaphe du prétre Yitalis™, CRAL, 1914,
p. 482-488. '

See the Basilica of Belleﬂg‘ Chapter I

Duval, i

beltla & x_Sanctusire , Parls, 1971 p, -
100~144. Here the construction of the baptistery w1thin a preexisting peristyie |
structure and its subsequent modification es e funeral chapel ere exem{ned in detail.
The Epfsconium and bath house are discussad by Duval, g cll., p. 299 -309.

This is nol meant to imply that there was any form of aver atl plen for the complex
before any part of 1t was bullt.

Duval, 0p.cit., p. 296-297, fig. 334 -335.

Duval, gp.cit, p. 151, %

Duval, op.cit.. p. 257 and 258, fig 279 )

Tﬁasa are externsl measurements. The internal measurements are not given by the
excavator but would be roughly 8.46m X 8.70m.

Duvel, pp._cit,, p. 255.

All of the legible coins date from the mid fourth to early fifth century, see Duval, op.
cil, Appendice 111, Catslogue Sommaire des Trouvailles D. Monnales, p. 321-322.
Duval, gp.cit, p. 116. - ' ,
Excavators maintain that it is mt impossibie that the door sill wﬁs removed wherithe
floor of the mﬂtn:lummnuli was repaved during Phasa (11, and then reinstalled to
coincide with the level of the new mosics, see Duval, QERYL, p. 166. 1 should

‘however be noled'that the excavators do not appeer 10 have conducled excavations in
this area tn confirm their theory. ih 1ight of the numercus anomaties and the generally

poor quality of the workmanship that went into the the construction &f the basilics, &

sllo'_nUmfmlsteriy in the placement of a doorsfil would not be surprising a

8

.
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14) .

15)
16)

17y

18)
19)

20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)

26) .

27)
28)
29)

30)
- 31)
32)
33)
34)

35) -

36)
37)

39)

éo an ., '

Duval, o cit., p 756,

Duval, ag: il p. 168 fig. 172 andp. 169, fig. 174
Duval, op.cit.. p. 166,

Duval, op_cit., p. Déplient ¥, fig 157,

Duval, nn._r.ﬂ, p. 164-165. ' B

It should be noted that on his phase plans Duvel has regulamzed the posnmmng of the
columns. As a resuit, these anomalies are not evident.

Duval,;m_m.,p. 165.

Duval, gp.cit., p. 171, 172, figs. 178 and] 80,

Duval,pp/cit , p. 171,172, fig. 177, "

Duval, op_cit | p._174- 175, figs. 181-183, 186 and 187. i

Duval, o cit,, p. 172 and 172, fig 177, b

Duva, pd ¢it,, p. 210-222, tigs. 224-234, 236, 237, 239-253.

Duval, op. cit., p. 216-221.

Duval, op. cit., p. 177. _

Duval, pp.cit,, p. 176-177, figs. 190 and 191.°

J. Chmstern “Empocenkirchen in Nodafrika”, mﬂmw 418,
24 pl CXClY; fig.6. c-d and pi. CCYII! fig. 26. v

Duval, m.p.‘222. ' '
Duval.op.cit, p.222-238. ° g e
Dirol, pp.cit, p. 247,

Duval, op. git, p. 247,

Duval, pp_cjl., p. 243,

Bnly a very small fragment of the lnscri‘plion survived at the lime of the original
excavalions. This fragmeny has sinoe heen destroyed, although Duval has pubtished a
previously unpublished plan by Ch Emonts from 1916 which includes lhe
fragmented ms:cmptmn[@ . Duval. op cil, p. 149. fig. 154 and p. 240, fig
266 ' o -

Duval, 0p_cit., p. 242, figs. 269 and 270.
Duval ‘g ciL, p. 240, fig. 266,
Duval, g ciL, p. 239, v

The southeastern sacr 1éty is referred 10 as “Salle {” on Duval's plan,
) - ‘ w '
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' 40)
41)

44)
45)

46)
47)
48)
49)
50)
S1)

52) .

Y, fig 157.
Duval, . Cit, p. 267

‘The southweslern sacristy is referred 1o as “Salle vI” on Duval's plan, un.ml_.

Dépliant V, fig. 157. B

Duva] qoes as far as 10 sugeesl thal the walls could have supported a second story above
the vaulled roof. In his publishey report, he makes no r_ngnhon of any evidence, apart
the thickness of the walls them'selves, that would support his theory. '
Duval, gp cit. p. 286. - | ‘

Duv'al, op. cit, p. 257.

Duval, on. it . p. 255.

Duval, op. cil., p. 259.

Duval, pp. it p. 261. .

The sarcophagus measured 2.17 x 0. 58m Duval mmj_. D. 209

Duval, pp. cil . p. 248 fig. 279 § -~

Duval, gp. cit., p. 259. ‘ '

Duval, op. cit, p. 257.

The perron is clearty illustrated in Ch. Emonts’ planof 1916, ses, Duval, go. cil. p.
149, fig. 154.

Duval, op.cil | p. 252-253, fig. 285-286.

&

" Duval, o.cil. p. 250, fig. 283.and p. 149. fig.1 54
Duval, gp. git, p. 250.

Duval, gp. cit, p. 149, fig. 154
Duval, op. cil, p. 251.

Duval, op. cil.. p. 206, fig. 223. e
-Duval, p. 194-195, figs~ 215 and 217 There appears 1o be very hitlle
archaeologicdl evidence thal would support Duval's reconstruction of the southern end
~of tfn's walk '

-

Duval 0. cit |, p. 206, fig. 223 and p. 207-208.
Duval, oo, cil, p. 180.
Duval,op it , p. 18],

< Duval, o, cit, p. 206.

Ly

Duval, po_cit , p. 182. 3 o ¢

Y
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67)

68)

69)
70)
71)

72)
73).

74)

- 78)

76)

77)

78)
79)
80)

31

82)

83)
. 84)
35)
86)

8D

88)

89)

Duvat, oo, cit., p.
Duval, op_cit, p.
Duval, op_cit , p.
" Duval, g, cit,, p.

Duval, op. cit,, p.
Duval Qn,_c_u_ p.

Duval, op_cit,, p.
Duvain ML. p' :
qual's réstcration of aciborium in the northern apse, remains stricily hypothelical.

62

183. o
204-205, fig. 186.

184, fig 196-7.

183 fig. 195 and p. 188, 206.

189-192, 11920? 210.
170.

184-185, fig. 198, _
186 fig, 201-703, and p. 187.

durmglheomgmal excavalions. SeeDuval muui. p. 149, fig. 154

i is based tssentaany of the presence of the stone block found inside the northern apB
J

Duval, op. cit.; p.

Duval, op. cit., p.
Duval, op. £il., p.
Duval, g, cit , p.
Duval, op. cit., p.
Duvail, op_cil., p.

Duval cop.cit, p.
Duval, u;LmL p.

209. - Cooa T
269-284,

267,

284

269,

270

270. . | -~

283-284.

one of the clearest mustratlons of the font dales o the time of the original
extavalions. The dramng executed by Ch. tmonts durmg the original excavations in
1913, has been reprodumd hy Duval, see, gp, cit., p. 279, fig. 318

Buval,pp.cit., p,
Duval, pp. cil., p.
Duval, p.cil, p

; _Dwal,m, p.

Duval. op. il p.

" Duval, ce.cit.p,

Duvat, osu;n. p.

2?9 fig. 318. )
267

267,

263 . ° : : ‘
268. - T
284 oy '

285 flg 327 andp 286.
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Relation of secandary r@s to the Basilica of Vitaiis.
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Known as the basilica of Melleus!, the largest of Haidra's five Christian bissilicas was.
built just west of a large tetrastyle temple and adjoining forum that marked the center of the

commercial activity of the Roman town. Sometime during the sixth century, efter the Byzantine -

reconquest, a8 large section of Havdra was fortified2. The basilica of Mellsus was nol included
inside the fortified ares, but lies 100m north of the citadei's northern wall. The exclusion of the
basilica from the fortified ares appears to have been primarily for reesons 01' defensibility, end
does not indicate that it was no longer used. The basiljca was surrounded by numerous small

rooms that appesr 1o have been annexes. Excavalions have yet to be conducted in the aress beyond
these rooms .

The basilica was sludied during the late 1800's and early 1900°s by $*0seN3 and P

3 Gauckler, but was first excavated in 1934 by Dr. Dolcemascolo with the suthorization of L. °

Poinssol, Directeur des Antiquilés de Tunisie. These excavstions were never published and there
is lillle docurnentation of any kind from these excavations. Belween 1967 and 1978, .the basilica
was sludied in considerable tbtml by a-French team from the Ecole Frangaise de Rome under the

direchon of N. Duval. This team also supervised the remnstructm and restoration of the
_ besilica ®.



64

Cuomen
( ' I‘n.

The entire basilica forms a reclangle 40.50m long and I}§ 40m mde I is prweded

by 8 large open-air courtyard, and is surrounded by numerous sl i ‘annex rooms. Inside, the

basilica is 39.60m long and 14.50m wide. 1 has 8 central nave and lwo side aisles, Although

there are two sanctuaries, one al either end of the central nave, only the western end of the nave
ends wilh an apse.

o~

. 3 " . .
The basilica lies along an East-West axis. The central axis of the basilica is
perpendicular to the axis of the neighbour ing temple and forum®,
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C .
P

Exc&vators altrlbute the courtyard to a second phase of eonstrucuon There is no

; mentmn of what might have originally preceded the eastern end of the basilica before the

courtyard was built. Excavators mention that the courtysrd could have been built roughly ot the
‘same time as the basilica proper, possibly as a laler stage of the original campaign of
construction, aithough this is only mentionad brielly at ihe end of the excavation report7.

P -] -

At some ppint not long after the original construction'nf the basilica, a iarge
trapezoidal court was buiit ot the east end of the basilica (see Phase |1 plan, Plate XYI). The
courtyard is not thought to be contemporary to the original construction of the basilica, because
the northern and southern walls of the courtyard and the facads of the basilica are abulting and
.nhot joined The phase || courtyard measured 14.40m in the east, 18.50m in the north, 17.85m
in the south aﬁd 14.45m in the west®. 11s northern and southern walls abut against the fagade of
the basilica The eastern wall was huilt along the street that slants to tﬁe mrthg'which accounts
for the irregular shape of the emjrty&d The eastern wal! of the courtyard was 0.50m thick end
was solidly built with large blocks of cut stane. There were no doorways at any point along this
. wall, _ e

The {abric of the mrtherﬁ'ﬁalt#ié not homogeneous. At the east end of this wall, tha
first 3.50m were built with Iarsiz blocks of cut stone sveraging 0.70m in width. The remaining
stretch of {he wall that ren wesiwerd 1o join the facade of the basmaa was only 0.50m Lhick.
This portion of lhe wall was buill with a mlxturre of ﬁeldstnne and reused material and
reinforced at regular intervals of about 1.40m with blocks in opus africanum. There were two
entryways in the northern wall. One was sel 6.50m from the street, the second 0.50m from the
basilica's fagade. The easlern doorway, lhol nearest to the street, was 0.90m wide. Ils
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jambshafts, still jn situ, are pm;ervedto a. helght of 1.50m. The 1ambshafts of the western

door way are also mm_m and are preserved 1o a3 he1ght uf 1.50m. ThlS dmrway is only 0 75m
wide?. ;

w

The entire length of the south wall was built with fieldstones and was reinfbrced al
intervals of 1.50-2.00m with blecks in gpus africapum. Unlike its norlhern counterpart,
which appears {0 have been built above several different earlier walls‘o, the southern wall wos

built on a single sali_q' foundation wan," 1.00m deep. This foundation wall which excavaiors '

“believe may date from an earlier construction, was set directly on, bedrock! 1. There appear to
have been two entrances in the southern wall of the courtyerd The first, or east_ernmﬁst was set
just slightly over 1.00m in from the street, the second ¢.2.50m from the facade- 1 should be
noiedgxat this section of the wall is in a very poor state of preservation. “

The easlernmost doorway was preceded by a small rectangular room, (room XIX ol
the excavalor's plan}, 4.60m wide and 3.00m deep. The roon; appears o have served &s a porch.

The eastern wall of the room or purch was buill immediately along the eastern wall of the
courtyard'2. Mors than ons third of room XIX's east wall was occupied by a large\@va-,i. The
door sill is 1in silu. Holes cut into the upper surface of the sill indicate that the porch was
entered by way of a double leaf doorway 1.80m wide. The upper surface of this monolilhic door
sill was ).00m above the surface of Lt slreet, and was preceded by a three-stepped perron. The
perron was 1.00m wide and was built on top of the surface of the road. A lintel found in the
street immgdiately in front of this entryway is thought to be frem this doorway'4. The Jintel
was decorated with the chi-rho ﬂanlked,hy an alpha and QQ‘ega

A second entry, in the southern wall, was f6ind in a considerably better state of prﬁervat-ion.
ft is located less that 2.00m from the fagade of the basilica. Both the door sill and the jambshafts
are still insitu, preserved to 8 height of 0.50m. Hinge and bolt Foles still visible in the upper
surface of the door sill indica.e that the 0.75m opening was closed by a single leaf door. This

doorway opens onte & long narrow room, ¢room XXI1), which appears to be & corridor that led to-.
the courtyards from some point inside the annexes. Although the doorway itself appears to date

from the time of the construction of the courtyard, the eastern and western walls of the corridor

-
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* the door at & heigtitof 1.20'6, o

preceding it were built sgainst the southern wall of the courtyard end were clearly a laler
. addition'3. The courtysrd's southern wall served as the northern wall of the corr idor

| | T
“The basilica was entered by way of a lerge central doors, 2,.20m wids, and iwo singller

" doors, eech 0.75-0.80m wide'S. These doorways were locfled in the eestern fagade thal

corresponded to the central nave and the two side aisles. All thiee door sills are st in silu
None of the doors. appears to have had stone jambshafts all s1mply had wooden frames. All three |

doors appear lo have cltliflwith two Teaves (see fig. 2, Plate XIX ond ﬁq 4, Elate XX). Mortis&s '
that would have been toenable the barring shut of the northern door are still visible inside

Little has survwed that can ba attributed with certitude to the upper portions of the

i basilice's fagade. Possmle exceononsare two long stones, 1.46m and 1.35m long, thet may have '
~ formed o pesked ornament. One end of each stone hes been cut at a 457 engle so that the two

stones fit together forming en isowceles triooglc The‘introoos faces of these stones were corved
with a multilobed decoration. The base of the triangle formed by fhe unicn of these two stones is
however only 2. lOrn wide. This is loo narrow for the stones to heve been part of 8 mitered
relieving arch obove the main entrywey. Duval suggests that these stonm were used on the facade
where they played a purely decorative role!”. )

"1n the center of the courtyard s 8 arge rectanguisr stylobate thet isolates an erea:
11.50m long and 8.00m wide. The stylobate was built with large roctongular fagstones set fush
with the floor of the courtyard (see fig. 2, Plate Xix) These fat stone siabs vary in lenglh but
have an average width of 1.00m. Three meters north of the southeastern corper of the sty]obdle. :
was a small channel that passed beneath the stylobats, and was used to drain rain water from the
central part of the courtyerd, (see Phase i1, Plate XY1). |

Excavators behevo lhat this stylobate was usod during Phase | of the oourtytrg to
support the columns of a four sideo portico, or otrlum which was removed wnen repairs were -
mede to lhe courtyard. This strium would, according the excavetors'®, have had four” columns
along the esstern end western ends and six along the northern and southern stdes. [t should be

LY
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noted, however , that actusl archeeological evidence-that would support the existence of such .

atrium is extremely tenuous, consisting essentially of three elements: 1) thg water channel that "
" passes under the eastern end of the stylobate and empties onto the streetd?, . 2) two columns set
one to either side of the central axis of the basilica on the western end of the stylobste which
heve disappesred since excavation2® end, 3) traces of mortar found at the southesstern end of

" the stylobate that may have suppor-ted hcotumn base?'. These traces of mortat heve also
disappeared since. '

ot
~

. . ‘ 3,

Al some point burial was permitled inside the courtyard or alrium. Duval repuris
1an1ying 35 1nhuméucns, mary of which were aneblgrapmc. Only a-few of these have been
excavated Duval does not explain how he came to his tota) number of burials<2\As many of these
burials are anepigraphic, they are almost impo&sibie to dote. The highest concentration of
burials wes immediately in fromt of the basilica’s fegade. Of those burials with legible
inscriptions, the majority have been dated, on the besis of their epigraphic style, to the late
sixth eentury?>, Two other buriajs-with inscriptions were found, but at some distence from the
fecade. One, that of a 69 yesr old man—n_e—:r-n&l Crescentinus, was placed parallel to the northern
wall of the courtyard. The other was beside the eastern wall, and was roughly parallel with the

street,” burials both. have inscriptions thet date to the very late sixth or earty seventh

cent 4 N R .
§

Plixse [Y

Excavators believe that at some point both the basilica and the cour lyard suffered substential
demage, possibly as the result of earthquakesS. Consequently, considerable reconstruction was
needéd, and it wes at thi's point that the oolu;nns and the roof of the atrium were removed
altogether, and lwo massive piers were instaned in {front of the basilica's fagade (see fig. 1,
Plate XIX and fig. 2 Plate XX). The piers were both 2.90m esst of the facade and ware both

ey



founded-on tﬁgdrock. The southern piér wiEs si ightly longer and wider , (2 30m x | 45m) than the
northern pier, (2410?n x 1.30m) The northern piér 1s preserved to 8 height of 5 70m, the
Sutrern pier is slightly higher st 6£Qm25, The piers were built with. large blocks of reused
stone, and had smaller stones and crecked rocks packed info the uneven joints

: W

Each pier was joints.l/dfthe bésilica‘s fagade by an arch, much in the ‘manne; of the
flying buttresses used in Gothic architecture2’. These arches-served lo counteract the force of
‘the iateral push exerted by the superstructure of l‘rrmde. basilica. Arches sprang from the northern
pier at a8 height of 2.60m and &t a haight of 2.50m from e southern pier. These erches are
estimated to have joined with the facade of the basilica at & height of 5.40m28.

Between the two piers were (wo cofumps-aach set ol 8 distence of 1.75m from the
nearer pler; the inlercolumniation between the two was 3.25m. These columns supported thies
afchgs. The outer arches were supported on corbels that projected from the piers at a height of
3.85m in the north and 3.70m in the south, as well a3 by the columns. The distance from the,
upper surface of the stylobate to the intrados face of the keystone is estimated 10 have been about
4.30-4.50m for the side arches tha! spi*ang from the piers and 5\00m for the central arch. This .
central arch was completely supported by the cotumns??. Excavators believe that the ares
between the two piers and the fecade was covéred by 8 small roof. Although no elements of '
roofing have been found, there ere large yrooves in the section of each pier that rises directly
behind the springer of the arch. Thése gr‘ooves sppear to have been mortises thet could have held
wooden beams for a roof30. | _ ‘ *

} /

At some point, possibly just after the instaliation of the piers, large rabbets (0.15m
wide ond 0.04-0.05m dosp) were cul into the upper surface of the stylobate along thies sides
corresponding to northern, southérn, and esstern sides of the court 3!, This allowed the
installation of & lerge stone chancel rail, one stone of which is still jn situ32 (see fig. 2, Plate
X1X).

F,. -
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The eastern wall of the coyrtyard, which had originally bwn 0.50m wide, was
chkerm 1o a total width of 1.10m. This refacing was built with reused blocks of stone, (most of
which were 0.06-0.65m cubes), which were set immedistely against the interior face of the
original wall. The new interior wall wes built above several earlier Christian lombs, including -
that of Crescentinus. At some pofnt, the door at the nocthwestern angle of e courtyerd was
blocked off with large blocks of stone. 1t is not clear when ihis occurred™,

Excavations did not produce any evidence of change to the doorways into-the bestlica
wrmg Phase IY. It is possible that use of the centra] doorway was discontinued when a sancluary

was instalied at the esstern end of the nave, (see below) This could have been acmmphshed by
simply locking the door. :
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\ The guadratum populi forms & narrow rectangle 32.00m long and 14.40m wide. N is

- divided by two colonnades into a broad central nave 8.00m wide.and two side aisles each' 3.20m

' wite (see Phase | plan, PluteXV) Fach coiShnade stood on a continuous stylobute The stylobate

. #1.consisted of Targe stone slabs of varying lengths bul witlh an average width of 1.00m. These slabs
* which were raised just slightly, (0.10m), sbove the flagstone floors of the quadrBym populi>
were on integral part to the pavement of the nave, (soe below). Eech colonnade had ten
freestandlng columns that divided the centrel nave end side aisles into eleven bays3®. The
colonnades each ended with a helf column built immediately ageinst llw wastern wall of the
mmnun nnnuliz’f’ The cotumn bases, shafts and capitals were all reused material. The capitais
and some shefts were of Chemtou marble. The remaining shafts and all the bases were recycled

" limestone®?. As a result of the diverse origins of much of the material, the hetghts of the
K indivirmaf sdﬁporls varied. This was particulerly evident ameng the column shafts. In order to
g cmnpermta for-the differences in height of the verious supports, esch oolumn was set on a
. pedestal These pedestals were large square blocks of cut stone and vorled in height from

““ =" "0,70-0.90m, depending. on the height of the individual shaft each pedestal supported38. The

Y pedﬁtalswm originally devoid of any form of decoration or inscription (see fig. S and fig. 6,
Plate XX!)

"y The columns were joined by 2 series of arches. Emuj\‘uch stones were found scattered:
“\_ around the pedestals and column beses, to enabie ihe excavators W reconstruct seversl complete
arches. Each arch had 8 keystons with three voussoirs on either side of it. Al either end of the
arch the voussoirs were supportied by two superimposed springers that were in turn supported
by & column capital>?. The distence from the quadratum papuli floor of Phese | to the intredos

face of the keystone has been calculated at 5.60m, |
'-{.-‘Earlier plans of the basilica, notably that which eppeers in Gauckler's well known
Bastliques chrétiennes de Tunisie®!, depict a lateral colonnade running flush against bath the

&
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'nor'ihern ‘3d southern walls of. the quadratum populi Geuckler's plan alsoléhows eleven
ﬁypo‘uﬁticon? restored intersecting vaults above both side aisies. Excavations have revealed
there wes no lateral colonnade along the southern wall of the besilica, end that the northern
colonnieds was in fect & much later addition, snd that inlersqcfl.ing vaulls even above the northern
aisle 1s 8 very unlikely solution (see below, Phase ). o

The floor of the quadratum populi was entirely paved with lorge reused rectangular
ﬂagstones (0.13 10 0.15m thick). The central nigve and intercolumniation of the two colonnades
was covered by rows of flagstones placad end on end so that their long axes were parallel with the
central axis of the basilica. These slabs varied in width from 0.75 to 1.00m92. At the western
end of the eighth bay, the rows of stone slabs thal Were used to pave the central nave stop
immediatsly in front of s low stone freme. The floor Iavel inside the frame was raisad to form a
platform that stood 0.12 1o 0.20m above the level of the central nave (see fig. 7, Plate XXII) _
The stone frame and platlorm marked the ersa of the western sanctuary, (see beiow). The rows
of flagstone slabs that ren along the intercolumniation of the two colonnades and served as the
stylobates were not affected by this instsilation.

In the two side aisles, the long axis of the flagstones was placed perpendicular 1o the
centrat axis of the basilica. Although these stone slabs varied in tength from c.1.00 to 2.00m &s
did those used in the central nave, they tend to be slightly narrower. The width of the ﬂagstones
veried from 0.50 to 0.85m in the northern side atsle and from 0.60 to 0.90m 1n the southern
side gisles®, The original floor appears 1o have been used throughout the basilica’s use.

The walls of the quadratum popull were roughly 0.50m. thick and buill in oQus
africanum. The curtain walls that ran betwsen the blocks in ous africanum were built with
small blocks of roughly hewn field stones and some reused material, including a dedicati
inscription from & temple of Jupiter Dolichenus.' The walls set on large square foum .

and were probably revelted with stone plaques or plaster. No traces of revetting have
survived®4.

As the originel excavalors failed 10 record whether any elements of roofing were



U B

~ ~

discovergd n or around ihe basilica, it is impossible 1o determine with cermude the type 01
roofing that would have been used to cover the basilica’ It does, however, seem hlgtﬂy proboble
especially when ong considers the type of_central supports that were used and the thickness of
the walls of the mthmh that the central nave was coverad by hlas supported onelie °
besm and truss roof, while the side aisles would have eech been covered by timber rafters®,

BHASE 11

At some paint during the yeers of the Vandal occupation, the tomb of a bishop wes
installed neor the easlern end of the central nave. The sarcophagus itsell wes placed
longitudinally aloq_ﬁ‘ the central axis of the basilica, uccupying spece in the second and third bays
of the nave, (see Phase || plan, Plate Xv1)%. The lid, (a monolith, 2.50m long, 0.67m wide
and 0.14m thick, that had been broken fh antiqutty, apperently before betng used as 8 11d), was
found 0.37m below the ﬂonr level of the nave. At ﬂmr level the fagstone slab that cavered the
burial had been corved with the mscr\ptmn “Viclmnus episc{opus] in pace”..Below this
inscription was writtes 1n enother hand, and presumably et a Tater date, “Vandalorum ™7,

The tomb itself was surrounded by a rectangular enclosure. Although nathing survives
from the enclosure which was removed in antiguity, the s1x larop mortises that were cut into the
flegstones of the floor to support the barrier around the tomb can still be seen.  These mortises
were roughly squared, measuring 0.30m on a side. They mark the limits of en enclosure 3.30m
Jong end 2.50m wide®®. The gastern end of the enclasure was 5. soﬁ' {rom the main door of the
basilica. Excavators are not sure what this enclosure would have looked like, nor is it poaatble
to tell whether it was removed simply to allow the installation of a new- sancluery or as 8
reaction against the Yandals after /lh{byzantine reconquest. Some mortises were carefully filled
in with mortor and smatl stones, while others appeer to have simply been ieft open after the
posts were removed. Several of the mortises had epitaphs carefully inscribed eround them on the
flegstone slabs“®. In one instancs, the epitaph can be dated to 560 AD.50. Excavalors have
suggested, end probebly rightly 30, that the enclosure around the tomb of Yictorinus was
probably no longer standing at this time. The installatton of the later burial would have |
necessitated the removal of the flagstone into which the mortise was cut. While not impossible, '
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necessitated the removai of thc ﬂagstone into which the mortise was cut. While not impassible,

this maneuver would have bwn extremely difficult if the post the mortlscs supported was stiil

in place.

~ Archeeologists have nol recognized any other traces of changes, or installations that
can be dated to Phase [1.

PHASE i1t

At some point after Lhe instatiation of Yiclorinus's tomb ather burials were permitted
msme the basilica. Fpitaphs were cut into Lhe flagstone floors as well as some of the pedestals
that supported the columns along the central nave. There is little information concerning {hese
burials as only a few of the tombs have been excavated®!.

~

PHASE 1Y

Later, possibly & the result of an earthyucke, the basilica suffered considerable
structural damages. I{ was al this time that iwelve columns were installed against the weakened
northern wall of the guadratum populi (sce Phase |Y plan, Plale XVIHI). These columns were
roughly aligned with the eleven columns of the central colonnade, and a welfth column was

" placed in the corner where the northern and western walls of the quadratum populi meet>2( see
fig. 7, Plate XXI1). Unlike the central colonnades that both begin in the east with a half column
flush against the eastern wall of the quadratum populi, the laleral colonnade begins in the east
with a full column, (we Phase Pian [11). These columns were taken from different sources and
varied in height; o oompensate for these differences the columns of the iateral colonnade were
also placed on raised pedestals, similar o those used {or the central colonnades. The originat
Nagstone pavement of the northern sice aisle was removed 1o aliow the installation of the

pedestals. In some cases fragments of broken Christian epitaphs were found fitled Hack around a
pedestal®d,

v—

The columns were joined to lhe northern wall by a series of twelve massive stone
corbels. These corbels were found scatlered along the northern wall of tum populi.
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Their roughly hewn block$ fiad simple profiles, $tmilar 1o those found in the basilica of the
Byzantine citadel. 1 appears that the-edrbels were placed across the upper surface of Tateral
wall and across the top of the column capitals in order to reduce the amuyunit of the roofs’ weight
that was supported by the weakened lateral wall>4. Apart from the repairs that undoubledly
oocurred tcrthe roof above the northern side aisie there are no traces of ary chenges or repairs
o any ather parts of theguadmlum populi during Phase il Contrary to what appears ur
Gauckler's plan, (a lateral colonnade supporting intersecling vaults sbove the southern side
aisle) excavalors found no remains of vaulting malerial or trace of a mlonnade along the
southern wall of the puadratum populi>.--
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Al the western end of the central nave was a' large stightly U-shaped apse, bullt inside
a massive frame of large cul stones. The frame, 8 trapezoid, measured roughly 6.50m along the
northern and southern sides, snd 8.40m wide in the westS®. The exterior face of this frame
does not form par! of the exterior fece of the basilica's chevet as might be Expected. Instead it
forms the sestern wall of aharrow passage behind the apss that joins thé northern and southern
sacristies, { see Phase | plen, Plate XY).

Inside, the apse hed & maximum width of 7.12m and was 6.00m deep. The cut stones
had been worked tn such 8 manner &s to present 8 gently curved surface inside the apse>’. To
gither side of the oper end of the apse was a monolithic column in grey granite. They supported
an orch &t the head of the apse. The Attic bases that supported the columns are still in gilu. These
bases were 0.30m high end had &n upper diameter of 0.60m (éee fig. 8, Plate XXI1). Notches cut
into the bases could indicate that the entryway wes further reduced by s chancel rail, althcugh
no traces of one have been found. The columns though no longer in sity were found inside the
apse. The northern column wes broken into three pieces. The southern column is intact,
meesuring 4.17m in length, witha diemeter of 0.55m at the base, and 0.50m ! the summit>8,
Although nu capitals were found thet can be attributed to this support system, a number of
voussoirs from-the arch were found near by. Unlike the voussoirs from the arches of the central
nave, thase used for the arch ot the head of the apse were decorated with several concentric bands
of flat molding or tor thal emphesized the curve of the arch. The keystone wes also found. It had
been decorated with 8 monogram but was too badly damaged to read>Y.

: « o

The apse was also accessible too tr{e northern and southern sacristies, (see below),
through nerrow doors in the curved wall of the apse. Both doorways were set about 1.10m from
the open end of the gpse. The southern doorway is 0.89m wide and roughly t.90m high. Its well
worn door sill s still in situ. A notch cut into the wal) beside the door at & height of 0.93m
would have permitted the door to be barred shut from within the sacristy. The northern doorway

+*
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is 0.85m wide and 2.00m high. Its doorsill, also well used, is in situ®®.

The floor of the apse was raised 0,90m above the guadratum poguli floors nf Phase |
and 0, 70m above the level of the sanctuary that precoded it, (see belcrw)c"' The floor of the apse
was paved with roughty concentric rows of 1imestone slabs. This pavemem wes badly damaged al
the eastern end of the apse. There was no tréce of a synthronasS2,

Excavators do not appear to have found sny roofing material inside the apse. it is

possible that the apse was covered by a helf dome. \ Coa

There are no_appare‘nl changes thal can be attributed to.any of these phases,

‘e
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Immediately north of the apse 1s a long narrow room thal may have served 8 8
sacristy. The room was 7.11m lon ied in width from 2.90m in the east to 3.35m in
the westO3. The northern wall of é room Es an exlension of the lateral wall of the quadratum
populi. The southern wall is formed by the massive stone-frame that surrounded lhe apsg The
room's eastern end is formeg by the wall that marks the western end of the mmLaLum populi.
The inner face of the basilica's chevet serveS as the western wall ( see Phase | plan, plate X).

. The northern sacristy js accessible from the apse through a narrow passage in the
northern wall of the apse. The room is also accessible from the northern side aisle through a
0.88m wide doorway. This door was preceded by three steps as the floor Tevel of the northern
secristy wes roughly 0.7Sm sbove the level of the quadcatum populi floors; the door sill,

_ though badty worn, is in sily. The cmr‘way is preserved 1o 8 height of 1.70m. Noiches cut into

he walls beside the 8 door irclicats Lhat it could be barred shut from inside the sacnsty al a height
of 1.35m®4, | '

In the northern wall of the room, 1.60m from the northeastern corner of the room, is
another door, (0.75m wide) that led inte & long narrow room, (room IY), built against the

' ~northern wall of the basﬂm (see below). Although room 1V is clearly an addition, excavators

have not specmed whether lhe door 1ead1ng into it from fhe sacristy dates to the time of the
or iginal construction, or if it wes opened specifically from room Y95, The southwestern corner
of the sacnsty opened onlo a 1.07m wide passage that ran behind the frame encasing the apse, 10
the southern sacristy. The western wall of this corridor forms Lhe western chevel of the

basilica. The foor of the sacms‘ty has not survived. Excavalors do not mention the discovery of
any roofing material in this corrido 96,
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Al some point burial was permitted in the northern sacristy. To date archaeologisls
have excavated a total of Trixteen tombs in this room. No inscriptions were feund in conneclion
with any of the burials and 1jttle datable material has been found I\ is as of yet unknown when
burial was first permitted in the northern sacristy, or until what date it was continued®”.

immedialely south of the apse is another room (sce Phase | plan, Plate XY). This
room, the southern sacristy, was 7.10m long in the north and 6.90m long in the south The
width of the Foom varied from 3.15m in the esst o 3. 20?0 in the west®8, The northern wall of
the room was Tormed by the southern face of the frame thal encased the apse, the southern wall
bemg an extenazon of the southern wall of the quadratym populi. The eastern wall is common
with the wesiern wall of Lhe quadraium populi. The western wall is an extension of the chevel
_ wail. ( see Phase plan 13. The rpom wes accessible through a narrow passage in the southern wall
of the apse, aslwe,ll as from the southern side gisle through a door aboul 0.85m wide. This
" doorway was in a very poor state of preservation at the time of excavation; i was preceded by
three steps, only {wo of which are'sti]l in §itub%. Excavators believe that there was a third door -
in the southern wall localed somewhere between 1.75m and 3.50m from the southeestern
corner of the room. This theory is baséd on the presence of a massive' (hree-stepped perron
placed against the exterior face of the southern wall of the basilica The upper stap of this
© perron forms asquare 1.45m to a side?0, 11 is unusual What there should be such a monumental
entryway {rom outside a basilica into one of its sacristies. As is the case for the northern
sacristy, no material has survived from either the roof or the floor.



Once again the dating of changes from the later periods is very difficult. As in the
northern sacrisly, burial was permilted in this room almm.ng‘l il is not known from what date
this staried or when il was discontinued, To dale excavators have found onty three burials in the
southern sacristy, ‘far fewer than the number found in the northern sacristy.  Again no
inscriplions have survived in connection with any of these burials, nor was any databie material

recovered’!. There was no evidence of any structural changes that could be attributed to these
phases.

-
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Ietraducinry pote

W should be noted that in the ext of (e published excavation caports, excavelors ere
very vague &s 1o what instsllations belong to eny specific phase. It 1s ohh/ when reviewing the
phase plans provided by the excavalors that it becomes clear which lnstallahms are attributed
to any one phase. . -

PHASE |

At the western end of the central nave was & large sanctuary, 6.75m wide epé8.50m
long2. This sanctuary occupied the entire length and neerly the full width three
westernmost bays. [t is surrounded by a low stone frame that stands 0.12-0.21cm the
floors of the quadralum populi. [nside the frame, the floor of the sanctusry is paved with
flagstone siabs identical to those used in the quadratum populi. This foor is raised to the seme
Ievelastheframe(we Phase | plan, Plate Xv).

The raised floor of the sanctuary was paved with eight rows of fagstone slabs roughly
"aligned with the fiagstones used 1o pave thie nave: Several of the rows have flagstone siabs thal
are slightly narrower then the corresponding rows of fl{;gstones in the nave in order to
compensate for the width of the stone freme’3. The manner in which the fagstone pavement of
the nave and weslern sancluary were installed gives several strong indications that the slightly
raised sanctuary was a planned part of the original paving of the central nave. Firstly, the length
of the westernmost flagstone in each of the efght rows had been carefully selected so &s to end
immediately east of the point where the senctuary's frame crossad the nave. It does not seem
that these stones were cut through ot 8 later dote, Second, the stones,of the frame were cleorly
placed against the western end of the p&)ement of the nave, on the same fooling s the pavement
of the nave, and were not set on top of the nave floor. Third, the floor level of the sancluary wes .
raised only 012 -0.21m above the floor level of the nave. This difference is so slight that it
would not eesily allaw for an eerlier floor level equal to that of the quadratum populi floors.
Tris! trenches conducted in this ored have confirmed that no ser lier foor levels existed’4
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The excavation reporis give no indication as 1o where the Phase | allar might have
been located, ‘ -

PHASE 1l

~

Archwologists have foupd.no traces of any chenges that can be attributed to Phase Ii.

N
PHASE 11l .
. Al some point @ series of rabbets and mortises were cut into the upperface of three
..siths of the stone frame that surrounds the weslern sal;ctuary (see Phase Iii plan, Plate XVI1I).
~ The narrow rabbets (0.03m wide) held chancel plaques, that ran along the north, south, and east
sides of the sanctuary, N would seem likely from the narrow width of these rabbels that the
chancel plaques were wooden. The o\nly exception to this wes a c.1.00m segment along the
northern and southern sides of tne'sanf:tuary, immediately east of quadratum pepuli's western
‘wall. Here the rabbets were wics as wida as they wera slsewhers and excavalors suggest that
stone plaques might have been used here’>. Additional support was provided every 2.50- 3.00m
by small posts of varying dimensions sel into the mortises’®. A few of these posts were found
near by by the original excavators who set them back into their mortises?/.
7 it o
These rabbets and mortises also indicate that the sanctuary was accessible from the

central neve by wey of a 1.00m wide axial pessage. Hinge and bolt holes indicate thal this
entryway could be closed by 8 double leaf door or gateway’S. The sancluary was also accessible
from the eleventh bays of the northern and southern side aisles through doorways 1.00m wide.
Unlike the posts found on either side of the central and northern entryways which were
rectanqular, those placed on either side of the southern entry way were circular’9.

In the center of the senctuary, straddling the ninth and tenth ba?s of the central neve,
wes a ciborium. Al four Sases from the columns that supported it were found in sity atThe time
of the original excavations and three can still be seen todey (see fig. 8, Plate XXil). From the

,
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placement of‘ the column bases it is clear that the ciborium was sduare, measuring 2.60m to e
sideBO. Notches cut into the BaBes that supported the columns indicate that the drea wes
-surrounded by u chancel rail. '

In the center of the aree covereg by the ciborium, excavalors found 8 rectanguler
cavity 0.77m long and 0.6 1m wide. At the time of (he original excavations an inscribed flagstone |
slab, thought to be a cover for the cavity, was found nearby. The plague indicates thal the relics
of St Cyprian had been deposited by the bishop Melleus during the fourth yeer of the refgn of
Justin 11. This would dats the instaliation of the relics 1 the yesr 568 or 56981, Excevators
believe that the allar, ot least during the later phase of the basilica's occupation, wes placud
immediately sbave the reliquary cavity, although no treces of any such altar- have been found®2.

. a | . T e

When the Bishop Melleus died, his remams were placed in a shallow grave, 0 65m

below the surface of the sanctuary floor. The burial was paralle] to, and slightly south of the
basilica's central axis, belween the area covered by the ciborium and the first step of thel
stalrway leading inlo the apse. The bishop's tomb was crudely bullt with slabs of reused stone,
placed together to form & rough stone box 1.92m long, ‘with'a width that varied from
0.50-0.40m83. During the early 1930's, Dr. Dolcemascolo removed the stone on which
-Melleus s epitaph was carved and the bishop s remains were exmvated The epitaph is now in the
- Bardo museum-in Tunis. The skeletal remains were turned over to the archbishopric of
Garthagea“ Excavators make no mention of any other finds that can be sttributed the the Phase
1] sanctuary which appears to have remained 1n use until the basilica wes ebandoned.

-8

PHASE 1Y

As the Phase i1} sancluary remained in use until the basilica was sbandoned, and there
were apparently no further structural changes made 1o it, this sencluary hes no Phase Iy.

% SRR
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- There were no traces of a san¢luary found al the eastern gnd of the basilica thal can be
attrl:buted to Phase |,

During this phase the tomb af the Yandal bishop Yictorinus wes installed at the eastern ™
end of the central nave, ( see Quedratum Populi, Phese 11). No other installations were found at
the eastern end of the basilica thal could be dated 1o Phase (1.

PHASENL -

At some point the enclos.ure that surrounded Victprinus‘s tomb- wes removed and a
sancluary was installed at the eastern end of the central nave. This sanctuary is thought to have
occupied the first three bays of the centrdl nave, thus covermg an area §,00m wide and 8.75m
longﬁ5 The ‘sanctuary was surrounded 8t ‘least 1n “part by a series of chencel plaques that ran '
along the intercolumniation of the central nave {seePhase (11 plan, Plate X¥111). The narrow -
rabbets, (0.03 t0 0.04m wide and 0.01 to 0.02m deep) that were used to support these piaques
can st be seen slong the sides of the second and third bays, cut into the upper surface of the
stylobstes of the central colonnades. No iraces of rabbets or any other form of support for
chancel ploques were found along the edges of the first or easternmast bay of the centra! raveS®,
Mortises cut into the stylobste indicate thet edditional support wes provided 1o the chancel
plaques by 8 sirple rpctanguler post on either side of lpe second bay, 8s well as by two
rectangular posts on elther side of the third bay. A transversal“barrier ran across the western
- end of Lhe third bay the rabbets of this barrier cul into the flagstone pavement of the nave, and
aiso cut intoa Chrlsuan epltoph doted epigraphically to the third qudrter of the sixth wnlury87

»r
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There was a 1.00m wide axial opening in the b&rier. To either side of the opening additional
support was provided to the chancel plaque by a rectanguisr post. The mortises for .the posts
were cut into the flagstone pavement of the nave.

Inside the sanctuary, sl the eastern end of the second bay, was an altar platform
centered along the axis of the basilica (see fig. 6, Plate XX1).- The platform was built with large
blotks of cut stone set on & layér of masonry, 0.10m thick. At the time of the original
excavations, the altar platform was more or less intact, measuring 2.45m wide and 2.63m
Tong®; it has since sufféred considerable damage especially aiong the eastern edga. The surface
of the allar platform stood 0.25-0.30m above the guadratum populi floors. In both the
northwestern and southwestern engles of the eIt plaiforms excavators discovered square

mortises, (0.30m 1o a side), which they suggest may have.been used to slebilizs posts

supportinga ciborium above the altar platform. These posts have not been identified among-the
remains of archlteclural fragments found inside the basmca Four small rectangular mortises
were cut into the upper surface of the block that formed the western edge of the altar platform.
Mortises were set immediately beside bolh the northern and southern corner posts; two

Fid

morlises were placed along the western eckga of the platform, one on either side of the central

-

axis, (ebout 0.50m apart).

Excavalors suggest thal the entire altar platform was enclosad by chancel plaques, .

although no traces of mortise were found along the northern or southern edges of the platform,
(the eastern edge hes been lost). They further suggest th;l the only entryway onto the platfarm
waes from the west, between the two mortises set 0.50m apari on either side of the central axis.
Although excavators also admit that the four mortises in guestion may have held small posts used
in supporting ‘a chancel rail, it is the first hypomgsis. (that of an enclosed altat"). which
appears on  the Phase plans uf_ttug‘ basilica®®. Either solution is possible, aithough the singie
0.50m wide entry from the west would eppear to be rether narrow. il does not seem
unreasonable 10 suggest that the block et Lhe western end of the platform wes reused meterial and
that the mortises had nothing to do with the alter platform. It is possible thet the entire platform
was covered with plagues of marble, mosaics, or plaster although excavators do not mention
finding traces of any of these materials. - ' :
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No traces of on eastern altar were found although wone probably stood abave &
rectangular cavity found in the center of the allar platform. Thé cavity measured 0.51 X 0.61m
wids and 0.60m deep. This cavity is thought to have conteined a stone religuery thet wes found
neerby. The reliquary, discovered in 1934 by Dr Dolcemescolo, wes 0.57 X 0.52m wide and
0.51m high. It had been cut from a single piece of limestone. A fectangular recess 0.50m X
0.45m wide and 0.04m deep had been cut into center of the religuary's upper face. Five smali
cavities were in turn, cut into the upper surface of the recessed area. These individual cavities
were roughty 0.20m long, 0.10m wide and 0. 12m deep”0. Small boxes contsining the remains of
 saints or martyr's are thought 1o have been placed inside the cavilies. A lid for the reliquary was
also found neer by. This lid meesured 0.45 X 0.50m wide and wes 0.04m thick. The tid fit
neetly into the the recessed ares of the reliquary's upper surface. The monogram of Cyprian, the
Cer thagintan bishop martyred in 258, was engraved on the upper surface of the tid.

gumm there is no evidence of chancel rails along the northern or southern edges of
~ the nave, nor any evidence that the main door was blocked, it would seem very unlikely that the
ley people would heve hed ready eccess to Uk altar itsalf througtt the main doorway. During
Phase lil, the main entry into the basilica W8S probably locked and ptssibly concealed behind

ornate drapery®!. The quadratum populi sppeers to ‘have remeined eccessible through the

doorways at the eastern end of the northern and southern side aisles.

3
. -

PHASE |Y

No changes were found that can be attributed to this phase.
.
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Introductory pote-

The basilica of Melleus was surrounded by numerous small rooms. many df which -
have not yet been completely excavated Only one of these rooms appears tg have been used as an

extension of the basilica. This is a long narrow room, (room I¥Y on Duval's plan) immediately
north of the northern sacristy. '

THE NORTHFRN ANNFX ROOM _ (Room 1Y)
PHASE [ & 11

During these phases Lhere does not sppear to have been a room that communicaled with
the northern sacristy. '

e

BHASE 11t

At some pbint a poor ly squared rectangular room was built immediatety north of the
eleventh bay of the northern side aisle and the northern sacristy (see Phase L1 plan, Plale XYII)
The room measures 9.20m along its northern wall and 8.95m along the southern wall; 2.90m in
the east and 3.00m at its western endZ. The northern wall of the northern sacristy and part of
the quadratum uonu]i's northern well was used to form the southern wall of this room. The

other three walls were built in opus africanum. The curtain walls between the largs stone blocks
. were built with roughly hewn field stones®3, - &

The only entryway into this annex room was through the door in the northern wall of
the northern secristy. The very worn doorsill is in situ, ahd holes cut into the upper surface of
the doorsill indicate that the 0.7Sm wide doorway was closed with two leaves. The floor of Lhis
room was not preserved. |nside, excavalors have identified six burials. Only twoof the six lombs
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were opened; those thal were contained no dateable r.naterial The only epitaph found inside the

) roOm was a small {ragment of inscriplion on a broken stone mentioning 8 15 year old gigl.

Acmrdmg lo excavators this appears from the epigraphic style to be a relatwely late burisl.
There is no menlmn of any roofing material bemg found® Test pits revealed that room 1Y was
built above the remains of & room with & mosatc floor depicling Utysses. Larger sections of this

same mosaic were discovered o the north arid east of room 1Y whe&Et pits were dug. E?(perls
have attribuled the mosaic to the fourth century9S, ' :

PHASE 1Y o - -

\

Excavétors mention no changes thal can be aliributed to this phase.
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1L appears from the published excavations, that the bastlica proper underwent few
major changes?0. The original plan, with its broad central nave separated from the two side
aistes by files of eleven columns, end its weslern apse flanked 1o ihe north and south by a
sacristy, remained basicaily unchangad throughout the years of the basilica’s use. The main
question concerning archasologists is the date of construction. Buth H. Seladin and S. Ossll, who
studiad the tmili\c‘n briefly during the lats 1800's, suggest a dale some time during the very late
fourth or eerly fifth century. Seladin based his dete on the' construction technique?’. Bsell,
agrees that the construction technique is that of the Iatrza:i fourth or early fifth whtury. Bsel] has
suggested that the lintel with the chi-rho chrismon wasjscu_lpi,ecl during the late fourth or esrly
fifth century98. The lintel was found in connection with the southern entryway into the
courtyard Excavators, dote the origin of the chi-rho chrismon Lo the mid fifth century but ere
quick to point ol that it remained popular aver the course of several centuries?®. They are,
hesitent to altribits the courtyard 1o Phase | of the basilice's history. The construction
technique used for the basilica, Uny egree, is very similer to that of earty fifth century

struclures, notably the nearby and more securely dated basilica complex at Tebessa. The °

construction meterial, including the basss, column gnaﬂs, capitals, and flagstone sisbs, cut
blocks and even a third century dedication fnscription from a temple of Juptler Dolichenus,
were 1aken from earlier monhment&. Although it is impossible to'be certain, one is tempted o
think ‘thot a certain number of ysers elapsed between the construction of the temple end its
subsequent dismantling for reuse as scrap material. Est also see the basilica's
orientation with its chevet st the western snd of the central nave, a3 & sign that the basilica wes
built some time befors the byzantine reconquest. There are exceptions to this rule, notably the
citade) basilica at Haldra, although it appeers lo be very unususl for a basilica deting from after
the byzshtine reconquest 1o have been buill with the sanctuary in the west. Excavators have
sugoested (but with greet caution), adate in the very late fourth or most probably, eerly fifth
century for the original canstruction of the bastlica; in light of the present state of research this
appoeors to be a reasonable oa’c%us!o“n’m
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PHASE 1l L

"The mest-noticeeble change that can be altributed 1o Phase |1, is the construction of &
lerge courtyard et the eestern end of the besilica. Few other changes from this period which
probably detes to immediately before the Vandal conguest can be Imnﬂfiei During the years of
otcupation the basilica was used by the Vandals; it wes during this time that the tomb of
Yictorinus was installed. . ’

PHASE 11t

The most significant-changes attributed to this period are the fing) arrangement of the
western sancluary and the installation of the of 8 new sanctusry at the estern end of zjn;ral
nave. Although the installation of the retics of Cyprian by the bishop Melleus can be safely dated
10 568 or 569107, the exect date of the installation of the eastern sancluary is not certain,
Nevertheless excavators suggest thal the final phase of these two senctuaries are roughly
contemporaneous'02. (t wes probebly &t this time that general burial was permitted in the
courtyard preceding the besilics, and the guadratum populi. It is possible the installation of the
relics of Gyprian rendered the basilica a desirable plece of bur ial. '

2 e,

BHASE 1Y

The fourth and final phese of construction was intended to reinforce the facade and
latersi walls of the basilica that were weokened after en eerthquake. 11 was at this point thet the
lateral colonnade was installed along the northern wall of -the gquadratum peguli The most
striking aspect of this phass is the construction of the two messive piers in front of the sestern
facade of the basilica. The arches that sprang from these piers to the facade of the basilica were
usad 1o ebsorb the outwerd thrust of the weekened eestern wall. This was en origingl and
ingenious solution to a very specific ghroblem, there is no other known example of a similar type

‘of Mying butlreiss type of support before the twelfth century
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A reconstructed portion of this arcade can be seen loday, set on the solid stone
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Although | cannot find emy examples specific to North Africa, doorways, sanctuaries,
or arcades cofred with rich drapes sppear quile freguently in contemporary
Christien art from other barts_ of the Empire 1) A Yirgin end Child enthroned between

{wo angels; Christ enthruned between St. Peter end St. Paul on & mig sixth-century

lvory diptych from Constantinople - Stasatliche Museu'm, Preussischer Kullurbesitz,
Berlin, Frihchristlich-Byzantinische Sammiung, 564/565, (see M. Frazer, Age of
Spircftuality, 1977, p.79,i11. 68. 2) The use of rich drapery can be seen depicted in
numerous mosaics at Ravenna, including, the Theodora Mosaic from S. Vltala c. 547
AD., {seel. Ottolenchl L art pictural byvzantin, pi. 11]. 3) An lllustrutmn of the
Legislation on Mt. Sinei from Ashburnham Penteteuch ms. nouv. ecq. lat. 2334 fol. 76
recto. (lste sixth or eerly saventh century )- Bibliothéque Netionele. 'Peris; shows
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Fig. 2

Stylobate 1n atrium - note the portion of reconstructeg arcade

from quadratum zogull colonnade set on the rar‘Nern edge of
the stylobate.
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Fig. 4, Entry into the northern side aiéle.
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According 1o Pracopius, the citadel of Haidra was fortified by Justinian, to prbtect it
from Moorish tribesmen, (/fagpodror) who hed been overrunning this region of the
~ province!. The fortifications would have allowed officials residing in Haidre 1o exercise &
stricter control over the activities along the road from Tebesss to Carthage. Some time after the
construction of the fortificalion walls, a small Christian basilica was buill inside the citade).
The walls of the basilica's chevet were built up against the curtain walls of the western
ramparts. Only limited excavations have been conducted in and sround the besilica. As a resuit
many questions concerning the basilica's earﬁer pheses 8s well as previous occupation of the
site have remained unanswered.

The besilica was partialty exca\fated by Dr. Dolcemascolo? between 1933 - 1935, but
has never been the subject of extensive excavations. It has since been studied by J. Christern®
- and in some detail by N. Duval, during the lale 1960's and early 1970's9.
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Todate the titadel basilica is the only religious building found within the confines of
Haidra's fortification walls. The winall three-nave basilica built from reused material forms a
rectangle 23.40m long and 13.25m wiceS. An entryway at the easlern end of the basilica was
preceded by a narrow narthex. A single apse al the weslern end of the basilics washaned o
either side by a small sanctuary. The.basilica was solidly buill with large blocks of cut stone and

originally had a second storey. The basitica lics along a line running roughly east—west: with the
apse at the western end®. '
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The eastern fagade of the besilica wes preceded by a narrow rectangular narthex or -~ -
vestibule. The narthex was 3.70m wide and ran the entire width, of the basilica's fagade. The }
eastern wall of the northex is in exiremely poor condition and exlenswe excavations would be
needed to determine the exact number of entries that there were in the fagade of the nerthex (see’.
ﬁhwe I plen, Plate XX!1). The southern wal) of the narthex was an extension of the southern
wall of the quadratum populi wall, and had no doorways. The northern wall of the narthex, an
extension of the quadratum populi's nnrthern wall, had a narrow doorwey, The door gave BCCESS
toa small room that formed the base of a square tower. inside, thé tower meesured 3.70m tos
side and housed a slairwell giving BocesS o an.upper storey or raised gallery '

: . L~

The western wall of the narthex wasformed by the eastern wall of the mﬂ:nlum
populi. There were three doorways in the esstern wall that led into.the basilica. The thresholds
and lower porlions of (he jambpasts from all three doors were still ig silu The central and
principal entryway was 8 2,70m doorway that was aligned with the central axis of the b_asilicaf
Corresponding to buth the northern and southern side aisle was & doorway 1,35m wiﬁe, The
" northern doorway is almast completely intact from the sill to the linte18,

During Phase LIl the basilica was alsn accessible through two large doors in the
northern walls of the basilica. These doors, each 1.80m wide, opened onto the second end fourth
bays of the nor thern side aisled.

Phase 1l

»
‘.I‘

During Phese 11 the"two doors that opened onto the second and fourth bays of the
northern side aisles were walled up with large blocks of reused stone (see Phase 1} i:lan Plate

XXiV). A small portion of each doorway appears to have been left unblocked, passlbly tn aliow
Tight into the besilica!0,

FOu
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THE QUADRATUM POPUL{

3

The quadratum populi is divided ‘into three parts by a broad central nave, 6.00m wide'
Bnd wo sice'sisles each 3.15m T wide. The quadratum papuli hed a consistent width of 12.30m
but varied in length from 13.20 along the southern wall, 1o 13.40m along the northern wall 2.
" Each itk aisla was separated from the nave by a file of five single columns. Thess colonnades
divide the nave and side aisles into 8 series of five bays each wilh-an average length of Z2.60m .
(see Phase | plan, Plate XX111).

Both colonnades were sel on 8 continuous stylobate uf reused rectanguisr blocks, set
end-on-end. The bases, shafls, and capi_tals were sl reused material. The diameter of the'column
shafts varied from column to culumn, 8s did the type of shaft used. Certain shafls were smooth,
others, fluted, some were monolithic, while others were composed of 8 series of drum;. The
bases were either Corinthian or Attic, and veried in width from 0.57-0. 77m in diemeter. Al

. the capitals found inside the basilica were Corinthian>.

The easternmaost column of each colonnade wes set immediately against the eastern
wall of the guadeatum populi, although it wes not ectually embedded in the watl. The easternmost
column of the northern colonnede has remained jn situ. es has the capital on top of it (sqe fig. 1,
Plate XXY). The springer and one of the arch stones from the arch that was supported by the
calumn were-pertially embedded in the esstern wall of the guadratum popult's.

Al the western ends of the colonnades there are no columns set oga_inst the walls of the — —

basilica. tnstead, the arches of both colonnades sprang directly from the quedratum populj walt
(see fig. 2, Plate XX). '

Both the northern and southern walls of the quadratum populi are relatively well
preserved. Along the northern wall, the beginnings of three windows.opening onto the first,

q
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third and {ifth bays of the northern side aisle can still be seen. The bases af all three w'indmgs
were three meters above the level of the existing quagratum populi ficor. The preserved height .

of the southern wall is not sufficient to determine whether there was a similar sel of windows
along this wail}3. ~ |

PHASE 1 .

At some point the floors of the quadratum papuli were covered with a layer of Joose fi1]
and repaved with large slabs of flagstone. This second floor level was aboul 0.15m above the
level of the original floor. I is this ﬂbor level that is now visiblg in the basilica Excavators
have found no other changes to the quadratum populi that can be attributed to Phase 1. 1

Excavators have noticed a small number of epitaphs engraved onto the northern walt of |

the quadratum populi, as wel as on some of the fallen column shafls. None of these burials have
been excavated‘f’.
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Al the western end of the central nave is-a large rounded apse, encased in a massive
stone freme. The westernmost extremity of this frame forms & portion of the basilica's flat

chevet, and has been built in part against the curtain wall of the citadel'? (see Phase | plan,
Plate XX!I1). '

Inside, he apse is 4.75m deep and 5.70m wide 8t the open end. The apse wes
preceaded by three steps and stood roughly 1.00m above the floors of the guadratum populi. An
arch at the head of the apse wes supported by two massive merble columns. Both columns are
still in situ and stand on Corinthian bases at the northern and southern extremities of the
entrmdeto the apse (see fig. 2, Plate XXV). Each column wes cut from a single block of marble
and has a dfé;neter of 0.62m. A Corinthian capital snd carved springer are stiil in place on top
of the southern column'S. The bedding plane of the capitat hes a diameter that is noticeebl
smal_ler than that of the upper surface of the column shaft on which it rests. The springer was
decorated with three carved rosettes: archaeologists believe the springer 10 have been recytled
from eerlier monuments. Above the springer, several courses of arch stones are still in gitu
The engaged ends of the arch stones are an integral part of the western wall of the quadratum
populi'”. |

Im_mediatew west of each column is a small doorway in the wall of the apse. The
~ doorway that is west of the northern column is 0.94m wids and lsads into the northern sacristy.

The southern doorway was smaller, measuring only 0.86m. This doorway guvcms oo
southern sacristy29.

The apse was covered by a ribbed semi-dome. The ribbing divided the dome into seven
/ seclions; five large sections measuring 1.75m along the base of the dome and wo smaller ones
that measured only 0.90m. The two smatler sections were on either side of the entry into Uk ‘
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a&:se, immedialely west the the two Iarjge marble columng, and direclly above the doorways mtd
the two sacristies? . The ribs of the dome rested un a serieé; of consoles that projected from the
wa]l of he apse, and were supported by a series of small columns, many of which were still-in
- gity at the time of the original explorations of the ba‘silica but have since disappeared The

. columns were supported on & broad stone ledge tr.mt was formed by' the first two courses of stone |
from the apse wall. Together the blocks of these two courses stood well over 1.00m high and'
pfojecte\& about 0.40m from Lhe inside wall of the apse. The columns were about 1.55m ,high‘ond
had been crowned with small Corinthian capitals. A series of curved stone plagques projected‘
from the apse walls and ran between the consoles abuve the columns@2. The bases of the seven
sections of 1he dome rested on these curved plagues. The ribs themselves were supported on the
consoles of the individual colonettes. Three of these consoles have remained in situ. The basic
profile is identical fn all three althwgﬁ one has an additional carved ;jewration23.

At the closed end of the apse was a broad flat niche, 1.00m wide and 0.20m deep (see
fig 2, Plate XXY). The niche was aligned with the bent.ral axis of the basil_ica and had originally
been predemd by & step. The revetting that formed the exterior surfeces of the steps has since
. been lost, alttwugh the toothing stones have remained in situ?.

PHASE 1

Archaealogists have mede no mention of any changes that cuuld be attributed to this
phase. -
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THE NORTHERN SACRISTY
“ Tneapse 15 Nanked 1 the north ang south by sacristies, The northern SaCristy was 8
reclangular room approximately 7.7Sm wide and 4.00m deep. The room wes accessible through
e small door at the western end of the northern side aisle es well as by way of the smal door in
the northern wall of the apse. The norihern wall of the frame thal encased the epse forms the
southern well of this sacristy. The western end of the frame, (which forms the fat exterior of
the apse), continues northward {0 become the western wall of the sucr1sty The northern walt of
this sacristy is not aligned with the north wall of the quadralum populi, es the sacristy extends
nearty 4.60m north of the lateral walls of the quadratum populi. (see Phese |, Plale XXIlI1):

 The doorway leading into ihe northern side aisle wes only about 0.80m wide. This
doorwayy stends on the same level as the floors of the norther n side aisle ond is preserved in its
. entirety (see fig. 2, Plate XXY). The second door which Ieads into the sacristy from the apse is
'\ slightty wider, measuring 0. 94m?5, This secand door is on the same level &s the floor of the spse
ond is therefu'e a meter higher.than the doorway at the western end of the nor'thern side aisle. In
its present state the sacristy is full of rubble which appears to be “the collapsad debris of en
upper’ storey. This sacristy hes never been excavaled and as further collapss ol the
superstructure appears-imminer'\t it was not possible to enter and check the floor level"‘f"
Owing {o the differences in the levels of the two, doorways into the sacristy, there must have been
slairs leading up and down in front of at least one of the dom'wuys

THE SOUTHERN SACRISTY
. .

The mn sacristy is a rectanguler room 3.%\\110& and ropghty 6.00m deep ( see
Phase | plen, Plate XXIH). Like its northern counterpart, the southern secristy is accessible by
way of two small doors, one leading into the sacristy 'from the apse, the ather from the southern

- side aisle. The southern wall of the apse, through which the door into the sacristy passed, also
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served as the na'thern wall of the sacristy. The doorway at the w&stern end of the southern s1de ‘
aisle was precedad by a large perron with two steps (see fig. 2, Plate XXY).

&thlrd slep, formed by the doorsill, was level with the threshold of the apsel The
morway Is preserved in s enhrety and was shghlly wider tnan its northern counterpart,
measyring 0. 90m?27 This sacrisly has never beer exravated and is full of rubble which is_ the
collapsed debris of en upper slorey. |{ hos nevertheless been possiblé o determine that' the level
of the sacristy floor is roughly equivalent 1o that of the apse. Twe small windows were pierced in
thé southern wall of Lh%a:rlsty28 .

- At the southern end of the sacristy, there was a stairway thal led up to the second
story. The floor of this room was supporied on a series of sr;mall corbels that can still be seen
projecting from the walls of the room29. The esstern walt of this upper storey room was
common with the western wall of the quadralum populi. A small door was centered in this wall
directh'/ sbove the door that led into the sacristy below. from the southern side aisle
Archaeologists who have studied the basilica believe that the duor led onto a raised oanery mat

- would have run above the southern side aisle™®®. . .
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Yery lillle survives of the original sancluary whose exacl measurements are
unknewn. Trial irenches revealiod that while the Phase | _chancel plaques were, removed in
anliquity, the blocks that served as the stylebate to support the chancel plaques had been lefl in
silu on the fiagstone foor of level I. The stylobate itself was built with reused material and had
originally been a richly carved rornice>!. Traces of this stylobate were.'folund at {he western
end of the first bay. of the nave. Here the Stylobate ran 3s 3 transverse barrier across the nave. h Sn\
More fragments of the stylobale were fo?nd running along-the southern' edge of the second bay of
the nave. The stylobate appears to continue towards the apse>? {see Phase | plan, Plale XXIi1).
Further excavation would be necessary before more could be said about Uhe Phese | sanctuary. -

C g

EHASE 11
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Al some point the original chancsl plaques wera removed and:Lhe slylobste blocks that

had supported them were covered with a layer of loose fill. The floors of the quadratum poouli

were then repaved with a new lagstone floor=2. A second series of chance] plaques was installed

along the intercolumniations of the two colonnades These new plaques ran from lhe western wall

of the mmtmum populi, 1o the eastern end of the nave's wcond bay Rabbets into which the

chancel plaques could be set were cut into the upper surface of the stylobale blocks that

supported the columns of the central nave, as well as into the bases of the columns themselves>d

(see Phase ! plan, Plate XX1¥). Although no remains of chancel plaques ha.\.re been identified

among the rubble, the positioning of the nolches in the column bases and the rabbetls in the upper

surfaes_of. the stylobale indicates that the chancel plagques began immediately 'wt5~l of the

columns separating the first and Sabnd bays.of the central nave. The chance! plaques ended ;
_against the western wall of the quadratum populi, to either side of the openinb of the apuse. The

type of mortise cut into the western wall of the basilica has led certain archeeologists to suggest

that dhe chancel plaques along the nurthern and southern edges of the fifth bay may have been i
“removable™. No \races of eny form of transverse bacrier was found acruss the eastern end of
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this sanctuary.

The remains of a bema or raised aitar platform were found at the western end of jhe
central have. The bema which ran from the western end of the third bay to the opening.of the
apse, wes'a poorly squered rectangle 3.10m wice and 4.50m longS®. Its upper Tace was 0.20m
above the floor surface of the Phase Il guadraliyn populi. At the western end of the fourth bay a
rectengular cavity 1.60m long and 1.00m wide was cut inlo the aitar platform. In the center of
the cavity was a section of* column shaft, (0.50m in diameter), into which a 0.35m square
' cavity had been cut3”. A similar cavity was found cut inlo a column shafl in the Phase 111
Sancluary a the Basilica of Yitalis at Sbeitla, (see chapter II, p. 48)? In both Yitalis and the
Citadel basilica, the cavity is thought to have contained a reliquary™0. The altar is thought to
have been placed immediately above the reliquary cavity, ss it was in the Sbeitle basilica

.

Above the aiter was a ciborium. Two bases of the calumn shafts that suppot-ted the
ciborium were found in situ on the alter platform. From their plecement it is clear that the
cibor lum would have covered an area 2.10m wide and 1 50m deep’S. .



107 o
J
* CONCLUSIONS

Al

The Ciladel basilica :'jt Hajdra is a unique struclure on several accounts. First, this
basilica is the only Tunisian basilica for which there is a solid lecininus pest quem®0. Second,

even {hough the basilica was clearly built after lhe Byzantine reconquest the chevel is located ]

almost due west. Occidentation is rare in Byzantine structures, especially when one considers
the number of basilicas in which the orientalion. was changed from west o esst after the

rgmnquci}t“'. Third, the Citadel busilica of Haidra appears 10 be lhe only basilica in Tunisia for
which the presence of tribunes is clearly altested.

The basilica can clearly be divided into two phases although none of the Phase I
changes appears to reflect major architectural changes such as those seen al Bulla Regia, Sbeitia
or other basilicas in Haidra. The ground plan of original bestlica was very similar 1o that of the
ruins today. The only differences appear lo be the presence of doors alony Uhe quadratum populi's
norhern wall, a slig&ily lzrwer floor level; and of course, the Phase | sancluary. Phase |1 wes
marked essentially by th'égnstallalion of the bema or altar platform at the western end of the
nave, aqd the raisingof lhe floor leyel. The two doors along the basilica's northern wall appear
1o have be?n blocked at this lime. Excﬁvﬁtors offer no explanations as to why this was done, nor
is any satisfactory explanation evident {from the published notes.
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FOOTNOTES
1) Procopius, De Aedificiis, VI, #7, 18.
2) These excavations-were not putil ished. ~ .
3) J. Christern,"Emporenkirchen in Nordafrika™, Akten des Interpetionalen Kongresses
fiir Christliche Archéologie, Trier, 1965, p. 420; pl. CXCYII, abb. 9a; pl. CXCYIIL
+ abb. 10a; pl CXCIX abb. 1 18; pl. CCY Abb. 19-20; CCYI| abb. 25; CCIX abb. 28.
4)  N.Duval, "Ues églises d'Haidre 111, I'église de Ja Citedelte”, CRAL, 1971, p. 136-166.
S) Duval, pp. git., 1971, p. 143, '
6) Duval,ep.cit, 1971, p. 138, fig 1. -
N Duval, gp. cit., 1971, p. 144, S .
8) Duval, pp. cil, 1971, p. 144; Christern, "Emporenkirchen in Nordafrika™, CCY1II
abb. 25. )
9) Duval, pp. cit., 1971, p. 145, fig. 7.
10) Duval, gp.¢it, 1971, p. 145.
1) Duval, gp. cit., 1971, p. 147.
12) Duvel, op. cit,, 1971, p. 145,
13) Duval, pp.cit., 1971, p. 147,
14)  Duval,op.cit, 1971, p. 148, fig 10,
15) Duval, op. cit., 1971, p. 145.
16) Duval, gg. cit., 1971, p. 156-160.
17)  Geuckler, Les basiliques chrétiennes de Tunisie, pl XIV.
18) Duval, gp. cit., 1971, p. 150. ,
19) Christern, ‘Emporenkircl‘sen in Nordafrika™ pl. CCY abb. 20.
20)  Duval,op.cit, 1971, p. 150.
21)  Ouval,ep.cil., 1971,p. 151, fig 12.
22) Duvel, pp. cit., 1971, p. 151, fig 12.and p. 152,
23) Christern, "Emporenkirchen in Nordafrika™ pl. CCY abb. 20.
24) Duval, op. cit,, 1971, p. 152,
25)  Duval,pp.cit., 1971, p. 150. B
26}

While visiting the basilica in 1982, | tried {0 enter the sacristy in question.
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28)

29)
30)

31)
32)
33)
34)
35)

36) -
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38)
39)
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hawever, ihe floor was piled‘high with fallen.debris and 1mminant ‘coliapse of Liw
surviving superstructure appeared 10 be a distinct possibility. )

Duval, op.cit., 1971. p. 152, '

There is a single wmdow on Christern's plan see  “Emporenkirchen in |

" Nordafrika” pl. CXCVI! abb. 9a, Both Duval, pp_cit , 1971, p.152; and Geuckler, Les

basili hrétiennes de Tunisie, pi X1V, maintains there are two.

“Christern "Emporenkirchen in Nordafrika”, pl. CXCVII,abb._Qo; Duval, gp. cit , 1971,

p. 152

Christern "Emporenkirchen in Nordafrika™, pl.CXCY11| abb. 1 Oa; Duval, gp. cit., 1971,
.p. 149, . '

Duval, op_git , 1971, p. 154-155 fig. 14.

Duval, gp. cil., 1971, p. 145 fig. 7. "y
Duval, gp.cll., 1971, p. 154. ’ '

Duval, g cit., 1971, p. 1S5. .

Duval, pp.cit, 1971, p. 155..

Duval, pp.cit., 1971, p. 153, '

Duval, gp. cil, 1971, p. 153

Duvel, Les Basiliques de Sbeitla, p. 189, fig. 195 end 206.
Duval, pp. cit., 1971, p. 145, 1ig. 7, 154,

Procopius, Re Aedificiis, V!, vi 18.

" InHaidra itself there ere severa) examples of reorientation deting from the Byzentine

period including, the bastlica.of Melleus, & well as the basilice of Candidus, located

. ‘in the necropolis that lies o the east of the citadel on the outskirts of town, (for lack

of adequate excavation noles mté basilica has not been tncluded in this study). Similar
Teorientation can also be seen in Bulla Regm and in the basilica of Bellator at Sbeitla.
Yhile excavators are inclined to believe that lhe second apse ot the sester nmast end of
the basilica of Yitalis, wes nol the principal prestrylerium. it indiceted, 8t the very
least the commencement of new cult activity &l the eestern end of the basilica An
extensive catalogue of double apses basilicas many of which are in Tunisia has been
compiled by N. Duval,(see Les églises sfricaines & deux ebsides, lome it, Paris,
1973). '
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PLATE xx1v

- The Citadel Basllica
“+Phase Il
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PLATE XXV

Fig. 1 Eastern end of the guadratum Qnuuh and doorway into narthex
from northern side aisle.

Fig. 2 Weslern apse 2nd doorways into sacristies
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CHAPTER V: THE BASILICA COMPLEX AT BULLA REBIA

The Bui‘lf Envircnment

The - basilica at Bulla. Regia i3 parl of a religious complex locsted near the
northwestern edge of the town. Though located some distance from the activities of the market
area, it is nol isolaled from the lown, bul rather situated in the middle of a wealthy residential

area. The villas in the neighhourhood surrounding {he basilica complex house sorne of Lhe finesl »
mosaics preserved in North Africa todey .-

The basilica is eriented atong an ax!s that runs roughly North-East / South-west.
The complex was uriginally excavated belween 1952 and 1954, by M. Retiro under the direction
of M.P. Quoniam, then conservator of the Bardo Museum. N. Duval, collaborating with the

Instilht Nalional dArchéologie de Tunisz, resumed excavations and studies in 1960 and
continued until 1962.
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IHE BASILICA COMPJEX

Rather than being placed per pendicular to the central axis of the basilica, the exterior
wall of the chevet of the basilica follows closely ihe Tine of the streel. Immedlately to the north
of the basilica is a small chapel which was buill against the northern wall of the quadratum
mggl_and set shqhtly back rrom the adge of the street. Both the southern and the e&stern‘sld&s of
the basilica'u-? surrounded by a series of anexes which, though not et excavated, are thought
to have been p'a'r'i of the retigious complex. The basilica has a wide central nave which is
separsted from each of the neighbouring side aisies, by a colonneds of piers snd doubls columns.
There is a small apse st both the eastern and western end of the central nave. Immediately in

front of the western apse is a large cruciform baptlsmal font. Tne ba51‘hca has an uverall length
of 27.40m, snd an average widlh of 11, 80m>.

.-l"._-.J - .';,-..,



*As the area immedialely east of the basilica was not excavaled.. {1 1s not known whether
the basilica was preceded by an atrium or courtyard. Excavators suggesi thal il was here, at the
easlern end of the basilica, that the original entryway was located, centered on the axis of the ‘
Ba'\;'e“ (see Phase | plan, Plate XXV1). It showf@Benoted, that the existence of such door remains
striclly hypothelical, as the easiern end'of the basilica was luler exlended 1o make it possible to _
build an apse. Foundation trenches cut for ihe construction of the new apse may well hw\
eradicated any traces of the suppoéed main entry. Nonetheless, in light of all other archaeological '
evidence, (notably that for Phase 11 of the northern and soulhern sacr1stles)5 it is only at the

easlern end of lhe central nave that one could reasonably expect the main enlryway to have been
placed. '

Anarrow axial entryway, ¢. 0.75m wide, at the eastern end of the southern side aisle
openad onlo the firsf\ bay of the southern side aisle. A second spacious entry, 1.7Sm wide,
. stracﬁléd the first and second bays of the southern side aisle both doorways appedr lo have

remained in use throughout the life of the basilica, and both are beheved tmhave ]mned the
" annexes to the basilica proper®.

. There are lwo dnorways along the northern side aisle: one, narrow doorway ¢. 0.60m
wide at the v}estern end of the first bay; the second, 1. l‘-im wide, in the fourth bay. This doorway
was preceded by a small marble step, indigatinq tnat the flcor or ground level immediately north
of the basilica was somewhal higher than '_the floor lw the basilica itsel”.
ey ,

%
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'{> Phase Il is marked primerily by the loss of the } 'pothetical main e_ntr\{r into the
eastern fagade. This change does not appear o have affected the use of the doorways into the side v

aisles. During this phase two smalT doorways were opened al the western end of the basilica®.

3

There is no evidence of any antechambers or enlryways being buil@ during this phase.

»
an
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The quedratum populi hed 6n overall length of 19.00m°. The lateral walls of the
basilica are not paraliel, and the width of the quadcatum  populi varies from 11.80m in the east
10 12.40m in the wesL This inconsistency in the width appeers to be a resull of eccommodetions
made because the western facade is aligned with the streta-t,‘0 (see Phase | plan, Plate XXV1).

The guadratum populi was divided-ty iwin colonnades into a central nave 4.80m wide,
and two side aisles,1 each ¢. 3.50m wide. Each colonnade hed six- pairs of double columns that
divided the nave and side aisles into seven bays with en everage length of 2.70m'}. Only a few
unfNuted column shafts and several Attic bases, 8!l believed to be re'uwd material, were found
still inside the basilica. No traces of any column capitats were found.

The walls of the quadralum pupuli were built in pous africanum. Small fieldstone

blocks and some reusad materials were used to build the curtain walls between the large gpus |

africanum blocks. A broad gently curving niche was built into the western end of the quadratum
populi's soythern wall. The niche caused a gentle, but” nevertheless noticeable bulge in the
extarior face of the southern wall!2. insida, the niche wes 2.55m long and had 8 meximum width
of 0.45m. It streddled the six{h and seventh bays of the southérn sice aisle. Excavators offer no
explanation concerning the use of this niche!S.

'During Phasé I the floors of the quadratum popull were covered with a flagstone
pavement. Nothing has survived from the Phaé;e'l roof. 1t would, however, seem highly probable,
given the type of supperts used along the nave and the thickness of the walls, that the basilica
wes covered with tiles supported 6n @ tie besm truss roof'4.

| “~N
_\_,,
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 PHASE I
.;? some point the liturgical orientation of the besilica was shified from the west to the
east. This resulted in some mejor alterations to certain parts of the basilica, (see Cult Areas
. and Eastern Apse). As a result of this reorientation, the gquadratum populi was ng longer
accessible from~tﬁe suphosed main eastern doorway. The two small doorways-intn the first bay of
~ the southern side ajgff appesr Lo have remained in use (see Phese 11 plan, Plate XXV ).

- The most noticeable change to the guadratum.populi, was the construction of eJarge
cruclform baptismal font in the sixth and seventh bays of e central nave!® (see fig. 1, Pyate

XXIX) The set of columns in front of the weslern apse may have been removed al this tlme as-

thera is no evidence of column bases on the opus sectile fioor which is theughl to have been
installed at the same time &s lhe baplislery. Excavalors offer no explanation, A certain portion

of the nave al ils eastern end may have been blocked off o allow the mstanation of .the new
sancluary, pessibly where the bema is now. '

I was probably during this second phase that the entries were cul into the western .-

-+ walls of the sancluaries, thus atlowing the mnd:al_um populi to be entered from what were
originally the sacristies.

PHASE 111

During a third and final phase of construction the quadratum populi ynderwent several
significant changes (see Phase [H plun Plate XXVII). Several sets of columns appear 1o have
been remaoved from the colonnades. The columns separating the second and third bays, and the
fifth and sixth bays of the central nave vere r-moved and replaced with large stone piers. The
columns separating the first and second, and the sixth and seventh bays of the central nave, were
also removed but were not replaced with an alternate form of support, ( soe f}'g. 2, Plate XXIX).



The eastern wall of m&mim nopuli was thickened by 0.50m lc attain a fotal
width of nearly 1.00m. The niche at the western end of the southern wall was filled in'8. Series
of piers were added 1o both the northern and the souther,ﬂ walls of the quadratum populi The
placement of these piers corresponmd to the placement of Uw new supports along the central
nave, although none were- in the atignment of the columns that had been removed bul not
replaced. These piers are 0. 70 0.80m long and pro;ect 0.50-0. 60rn from the lateral walls of
the m.mtnmm populi. At lhIS time the southern wall was thickened slightly, (0.10-0.20m),
from the beginning of the third bay to the end of the fifth!”. It was only after the southern wall
was thickened thal the northern and southern 5108 alsles were of equal widths. The unly
tmckemng of the mmum populi's northern wall occurred in the sndh and seventh bays where
the wall was 1mckened by a wedge of masonry thal increased in width from 0.0 1m at the easlern
ext;etmly of the smh bay 10 0.40m &l the western end of the seven@h bay. Thethickeningof this

wall served no obvious structural role. Insiead, it appears 1o have simply been intended to
render less evident the northward inclination of the wall. '

-

Duval suggests that the installation of 'h¢ strong piers at th'e easterty and weslern
exiremities of the central nave, 8s well as the reinforcing of the eastern mamm populi wall,
_was to allow the installation of two small domes, one al either end of he denlral nave. One,
according to Duval, would have besn placed above the altar at the eastern end of the nave, the
other at the western end abdve the baptismal font!8. The piers at the western end were installed
some time after the gpus sectile floor that surrounded the baptismal font: the opus sectile design
had been cut through in order to install the piers'S,

After the rest of the last phase of construction was finished, the guadralum poguli

floors were covered with a mosaic pavement. The borders of these mosaics follow the edges of all
o

the latest installations and can te safei'y dated by their stylé to the late sixth ce'nluryzo_ '/3

J

In the central nzve, all but a small patcp of maseics in the southwettern corner of the-

third bay wes destroyed. The side aisles, especially in their westernmost bays, have fared:

considerably better. The northern side aisle was paved with a lavish vegetal motif and framed by
abang ot ycometric design thel did not run along the wall of the quadratum populi, but just in

e
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{ront of the pilasters that were ms’tened durlng Phase |11 to reinforce the lateral walls. A smgle
matif appeers 10 have been used o cover the entire northern aisle The floor between Ahe
" plasters was covered with a slightly more rIgjd geometric mosaic pnzwement2 I,

{h the nnrthern side aisle, the decoration Is considerably more ornate, and appears to
have been divided into panels corresponding to the bays of Phese I11, that is 1o say thet the sixth
* and seventh bays that originaily were the two westernmaost bays of the sige gisle , :;ere treated as

"a single bay. In this sres, a colourful series of birds and’water fowl were inscribed inside

circular medallions. Like the peacocks on the threshold inte the southwestern sacrisly, (see
below), these birds are right side up when viewed from the essl. in the northeastern corner of

the panel was a smell bust gf & bearded man22. Immediately south of this motif, at e western.

end of the fifih bay, is & similar panel, but here.the birds are inscribed in small boxes. Litlle
more then the first row of baxes survives. Like the northern sie aisle, the frame surrounding
the panels of the southern aisle, (a cable motif), r__an‘in front of the piers installed during Phase
IN. The srees between the piers was decorated with different geometric panels. The only
exception 13 immediately in front of the bricked up ﬁicne. -where seven brightly coloured
dolphins swim esstward with grest deter minationZ>,

" PHASE 1Y

AUsoime point the tomb of a small child wes installed beneath the floor of the second

bay of the southern side aisle. The tomb contained a smail cache of Ummayad coins. 1t is difficult
10 determine whether the burial marks a separate phese of the basilica's use or not¢4. Part of
the difficulty is that archaeo_logists cannol be certain whether {he burial was installed i'n the
‘ruins of the basilica, a}tar the basilica wes abandoned, or whether the basilica continued to be
used for a short while after the Arab invasions.

Tty
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PHASE |

A{ the western extremity of the central nave was & U shaped apse. This apse was'
encased in 8 massive stonework frame, the exterior of which formed the flat chevet of the
basilica The exterior wali of thgci‘cvet follows the line of the streel so closely, that it misses
being orthogonal 1o the central axis of the besilice by neerly 30°, (Phase | plan, Il?late XXVI).
Nevertheless, the transition between the mesanry of the western chevet and the mesonry of the

lateral walls of the basilica clearly indicate that this anomaly dates 1o the original construction
of thé basilica.

Inside, the apse had an opening 3.90m wide and 8 maximum depth of 4.40m. Cnly the
foundation wall of the original inner facs of tye wall has remained m sity. The schist threshold of
the Phase | apse wes found in gitu>. The placement of this threshold indicates that during Phase

-1, the apse and quadretum populi Moors were on the same level. Mortises cut into.the upper
surface of the threshald indicate that a chancel rail ran scrass the opening of the apse. There was
an 0.80m axiul opening in the chancet rail that could be closed with a small gate. A hole for the
bolt that held the gate shut can still be seeh cul into the' threshold at the northern end of the

opening0. | ~

Although nathing survives from the roof of the Phase | apse, the thickness of the walls
ond the solidity of the frame indicate that it probsbly was covered by a half dome. Excavators
have not mentioned what type of floor pavement was used during this phase. '

5 | .

PHASE 1} ’ ’
4 .

- . a—r——

Although there were no'architectural changes to the western epse during Phase 1, il 1s
likely that the apse lost its role as the presbylerium when a second apse was built at the eastern
end of the basilica. Access 1o the western apse wes restricled by the construction of o baptisinal

—
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_ font immediately eest of the open end of the apse, (see Phase || plan, Plate XXV!1).

PHASE 111

‘Phase Il is characterized by an extensive remodeling of the western apse. The walls
-on either side of the eqtryway underwent considerable alteretions in order to enable the
incorporation of iwo massive piers inlo the apse wall. These piers were aligned with the two
piers built at the western end of the central colonnades, and helped to support @ small dome
sbove the baptismal fon127( see Phase 111 plan, Plate XXVIH), -

.

During his phase the apse was divided into two distinct parts, an eastern part and 8
western parL The open end of the épse retatned its width of 3.90m for a distance of 2.80m. This
formed a rectanguler area at the eastern énd of the apse. Immedistely west of the rectangular
orea, the apse wall begins o curve. Here exou\‘fatorls uncovered 8 band of large blocks projecting
0.4Z2m from the lov)ef portion of the apse wall, These blocks that Tine the ¢l rcular portion of the
apse are not the base-uf 8 synthronos, but rather the continuation of the {oundstion blocks that
support the walls of the rectangular frame around the apse. Duval suggests that originally the
interior wall of the apse rose from this bese, and 1hat during phese 111 the apse enlarged by
cutﬁng into the febric of the wall and removing a few layers of the fieldstons, resulling in the
present form28. This solution, though feasible, is not without Hs problems.

o+
-

Despite the considerable destruction thet occurred inside the apse, it is possible lo
determine the spproximate level of the Phase 111 floor. Duval suggests that the floor level for the
tftrd snd apparently final phese of the apse, may have been raisad as much s 0.70m above the
uadrqtufn popult foors of Phase 111, Because of the height of the apse fioor, ot least two steps
would have been needed 10 enter the apse with esse. No traces of any such steps have been found,

- The 0.70m elevation is based on the level of the bared foundation stones along the curved section
of the apse and on the plecement of an adult buriat foumi inside the apse. The burial was set
almost parallel to the central axis of the nave, From the type of const;'uction, it is apparent that
the sarcophagus was meont 1o be buried leaving the lid just below the surface of the apse floor.
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When the apse wes studied by Duval during the early 1960's, the sarcophagus stood nearly
0,60m above the quadralum populi floors of Phase 111, even with the lid missingZ®. This
sarcophagus has since been removed from the apse.
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“ o eliher stde of Lhe western apse was a small trapezoidai sacristy (see Phase | plan,
Plate XXVI). The weslern walls of these rooms is a continuation of the same wall that encloses
the western apse and forms the basilica's chevet. Although the chevet wall was peratiel 1o the
street, the walls of the guadratum populi were not strictly perpendicuiar to the chevet; as a
" resull, both sacristies were trapezoidal3®. The northern sacristy was a short squal room; its
northern wall was 3.70m long, the southern wall 3.75m long. The eastérn wall was just 3.60m
long while the*western wall measured 3.80m. The southern sacrlsty W&S 3 narrow room
measuring 5.00m along the northern wall and 5.20m along the southern wall. The room was
2.40m wide at its eastern end and 2.60m wide along the western watll. The exterior side wall of
the esstern and western sacristies are extensmns of the eastern and western side walls of the
~quedratum populi®’. ' o,

_ Neither sacristy had a sirect entrancs, nor was,either sacristy accessible'frmn the
apse. tach room must have had an opening into the seventh bay of the corresponding side aisle.
Due to the considerable alterations that occurred during Phase 111 of the sacristies, it has not
been possible to determine the exact nature of the easlern walls of these rooms, nor the width of
their door op.enings. Al least pardof the southern_sacristy's castern wall was formed by a small
segment of wall that jutled southward from the southeastern corner of the frame that surrounded

the apse. -There may have bwn a similar arrangemenrt for the northern sacristy; however, atl
traces would have been lost when the piers were installed at the eastern end of the apse3?.

7 Both sacristies were paved, with flegslune {loors that were on the same level as the
guadratum populi floors of Phase 133,

4
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Phase 1l coincides with what appears 1o be a hilurgical reorientation of-the basitica. .
The phase was marked orimarily by the ronstruction of a smail apse al the the eastern end of the
central nave, where the main entry into the basilica {s thought to ht_ave existed>.

Al this point il apoears thot the western apse cesses 1o be ihe fucal point of the
basilica's cult activities and that the sacristies are norlonger usedas such.

Once the roords on either side of the apse ceased 10 be used as sacristies, the sireet
entrances were insialled ( see Phase I p]én. Plate XXY!1). The western doorway in the northern
sacristy was 1.25m wide and its stone door sil is still i situ. Holes cut into the upper surface
of the siit for the hinges and bolts of the door are clearly distinguishable, indicating that a
single-leaf door swung into the room. The ‘doorway and door sill in Lhe'weslern wall of Lhe

~ southern sacristy were also in gilu and messured 1.16m. The jembshafts of both doorways are in
sl and are preserved {0 a height of 1.00m35(see fig. 3, Plate XXX).

PHASE 1]

During Phase i1 there were again allerations to these rooms, this time to the eastern
walls (see Phase 111 pliq, Plate XXVIIl). The Phase 111 alterations are not as apparent in the
southern room wﬁwere part of the original wall (lhe segment that jutted south from the apse
wall), appears to be still in gitu . During this Phase !11, the exlerior walls of both rooms were
thickened {rom 0.50m to 0.85m along the southern wall of the southern room and from 0.50m
10 0.92m along the norihern watl of the northern room38. To achieve this a fieldstone wall was
added along the interior faces of the original walls. Ouval suggests that-4his was 1o alluw the
instaliation of vaulted ceilings®’. The pier at the suulheastern corner of the southern room may
have been added at this time. This pier served also es a jarhbpost for the enlryway into the room
and was aligned with the piers thal had been added to the open end of lhe apse. The entryway intp
the southern room from the quadratum populi was 1 .60m wide.
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Alterations were more evident at he eastern end of the northern room where the wall
~ was completely rebuilt. About 1.00m of wall at the eastern end of the apse appears 10 have been
 complelely removed and replaced with 8 darge pier. At the eastern end of the northern Foom two
“columns were placed on top of 8 menolithic'slab. These served as jambshafts for he 1.70m wide
doorway. From the manner in which the columns were incorporated inlo the eastern wall it is’
quite clear that the walls were built up around the columns after the columns were in place38. N

o .

Al same point the floors of the soulhern sacristy were covered by a mosaic pavement,
. raising the floor level by several centimelers. Only a few isolaled segments of this mosaic
'survive' today. At the time of excavation there wes a nicely preserved section of mossic betweeh
the two jambposts at the eastern end of the room. The fragment depicted a pair of peaucks facifg
‘ech other. These birds were right side up when viewed from the sast3®,
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During the first phase of the bas'irlica's use there was no eastérn apse.

PHASE |1 . i i
The construction of the eastern apse appears 10 coincide with the second phase of the

mmm*_alumumuh The part of the eastern wall in which the Phase | main ehtrmn;e is thought to
have been localed was removed 1o allow the construction of a small { reestanqing apse.

This apse can be divided into lwo distinct parts, (see Phase |l plan, Plate XXYI1). The.
westernmost portionof this apse formed a rectangular platform 3.95m wide and 1.80m long.
The platform was raised 0.40m above the surface of the bema thal preceded it%° and 0.55m '
above thé level of the quadratum populi; it was reached by a single intérvening slep. A small
doorway at the northeastern corner of the apse platform opened onto a corridor‘ that ran behind
the small apse of the minor basilica. The semi-circular pertion of the main basilica‘s eastern
apse was 3.30m wide and 2.30m deep. The apse is relatively narrow when compared 1o the
central nave and thus slighlly unusual for North Africa where the opening of an ap_s;e usually
corresponds at least roughly o the width of the central nave.. Along the inside wall of the apse
*are the remains of a synihronos, that wes preceded by a step 0.29m high?!. When this -

syolhronos was complele, thers would have been very little room left for mavement inside the
apse.

The exterior face. of this apse was nol encased inside a masonry frame as was
western apse; instead, the exterior face of the wall followed the same curve as the interior wal_l:
This apse was buill with small blocks of roughly hewn stone, placed betweén larger blocks in .- .
opus n[mmum The actual fabric of the wall does not appesr” to be as close fitting as the fabric of
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the western apse wall-Theslones usad in the construction of the eastern apse wers considerably
targer then those used for the western apse. The walls of the easlern apse wert 0.80m thick?2.
Itis possible that the apse had a mosaic loor ; howeyer , no mosaic has survived.

e | B B

' "-5\ - o,
The eastern apse is thought 1o have continued in use throughout Phase 111. Excavation

repofts meke no mention of any changes that can bs attr ibutad to this phase.
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No baptismal font wes found Inside the bastiica of Bula Regia that could be attr iputed

toPhase | | S S

Phase tl

, Atsome.point a large cruciform baptismal font was installed in the sixth and seventh

bays of the central nave, (see Phase || plen, Plate XXYI1). The main section of the font ren along .

the centrat axis of the nave. At either end of the main body of the font were four marble covered
steps. This section of the font wes 2.30m long and O.TOIﬁ wide at floor level. Each arm of the font
was 1.40m long end 0.57m wide ot floor level ™S, Both arms had morble covered steps thet
descended towards the intersection of the cross. Al the 1htersectlon of the mafh body and the
arms of the crass, the floor of the font was |.40m bilow the pgus sectile mosaic that covered the
fioor of the seventh and part of the sixth bays of the central nave {see fig. 4 , Plate XXX). Due lo
the manner in which the steps.all descend towerds the center of the cross, the actual floor is onlsy
- asmall squers 0.34m wide. This floor Tevel is 1.40m below the ppus sectils pavement 44,

Excavators were unable to determine by what methods water was introducedto, or drained from '

the baptismal font.

Above the font stood & ciborium. The four bases cn which the columnis had been set
were found still in 5itu on top of the agus sectila foor, Thuse bases were all reused mater el
from eorlier monuments and had mortises cut into them to support chancel plagues. The chancel
plaques enclosad a square ares, (2.40m on a side), around the baptistery®. The two eestern
most columns of the ciborium sre still in situ (seé Pléte XXIX fig 2). Both columns have
unfluted shafts and are 8130 belfeved to have been tken from eeclfer monuments. -

- - . " T
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I\ appears that during a third phase of ﬁns&uctmn the baptismal font was coverad by

a sman dome. Four massive piers were built on top of the opus sectile fleor. A pier stood at
either end of the apse opening, ( 5cc Western Apse; Phase 111). The olhers replaced the two sets of ]
iwin columns that stood between the fifth and sixth bays of the central naye“f’.

3 - ) ! )

At some point the original shape of the baptisnial font was modified by a seies of
marble plaques thal were placed along the sides of the main body. gt the fonl. These plaques
. rendered the center of the cross maccessmle from the arms. The longe;st and uppermost plaques
were 2.30m long and extended 0. 12m above the opus sectile floo 47(see Fig. 4, Plate XXX). ILis -
very,dmicult to retermine 'when this blocking of the baptismal font occurred, or why, although
it may have besn rone in an effort to conserve waler. Therg are two other examplses in Tumsm of

cruciform bapllsterm where the use of th.e arms woS dlscmtmuett at the Oued Ramel and at
_Thuburbo Majus4€. . TP LT I AR
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Excavators have failedNo 1ind oty remains that can be attributed 1o the original

_ sanctuary. If the original sanclugfy was siluated near the Western end of the central nave, as the

original apse would suggest, most Lraces of this sancluary would probably have been lost during

the expansmns of the western apse and installation of the baptlismal fonl and the gpus secnle
{loor.

Excavations have failed to hnrzarth ahy traces of a Phase |1 Sanctuary. During Phasg,ll
a sénctuary was probably localed towards the eastern end of the_lqasilica where the. new
presbyterium wes installed I s possible thet the remains of the sanctuery used during Phase 1
Tie beneath the Phase 111 altar platiorm. '

-~
’

Durmg this_third and fu%‘jph&;e of major constructmn the bema or raised altar
p!alform that is visible today al the eastern end of the central nave was installed. Tne rematns of
the bema though still clearly visible, have suffered wnmderable riPlPr 1oral10n since the lime of
“excavation during the aer]y 1950's ( see Phese 111 plan, Plate XXVIl).

a -

[

' Fj;ofn the manner. in which the bema is instaliea. it is clear Wat it was built after the
piers al the eastern end of the central nave were. in place and after the eastern wall of the
qtru;tamm populi hac been thickBned. £xcavators believe that the two massive piers that stood at

' eastsrn"end of the central nave served fo support a small dome above the sanctuary (e

poputi Phase 111349, This sanctusry occupied the entire width of whal hid been the
ﬁr=’t and second bays of the central nave, although Since the colonnades were allered, these two,
biays were grouped logether .tp form a single bay. nghly/;e«yn blocks formed a {rame 4.80m

-
. '
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w_iﬂde and 4.90m long around the sanctuary. These blocks were probably revelled with plaques
of coloured marble aithough the excavators did not [mention finding an{ traces of .such playues.
Inside the stone frame, the mosaic floor of the bema was raised 0.15m above the Phase i
quadratum populi floors ',

'

The mosaic pavement formed a rectangle 3.80m wide and 4.30m long. With the
exceplion of several centimelers along the southern edge, the bema's mosaic pavement was in
gud condition al the lime of thedsiginal excavations. Although mest of the mosaic's central
seclion was destroyed, several traces of a narrow mosaic border were found near lhe center of
the sanctuary. This inner mosaic berder may have run around the base of the aitar. No races df
the altar itself were found. Between the inﬁer and outer mosaic borders was an ornale geometric«
pavement. Duval sees strong parsllels between this pavement and several other mosalc
pavements found in bastlices at t Haidra and Sheitig>2,

. The sfnctuaw was separated from the central nave by achancel rail. The rabbets and

mortises of -the chancel rail were cut into the upper faces of the roughly hewn blocks. The
chancel rail was additionally éup_rporled by four small posts thut were sct into the mortises. A
- single base from one of Lhe posts remained in situ at the time of e'xc:avation There was an 0.80m
axial opening in the chancel rail>3. There were no traces of chancel rails along the northern or
southern’ edges of the sanctuary

>
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IHE SMALL BASILICA
| .,
. Immediately to the north of the basilica at Bulla Regia is a second smaller basilica®4.
The entire building is less than 17.00m long. It was built along the same or ientation as the main
besilica. Although set back nearly 7.00m from the street, this small besilica wes preceded by
neither atrium nor narthiex. Three doors in the western facade opened directly inlo the
quadratum populi. The centrol door was 1.00m wide: the side doors were goch 0.80m wide™>.
Inside, the quadratum populi is divided into a central nave and two side sisles. The central nave
was 350m wide, the northern and southern side aisles were 2.20m and 2.40m wide
respeclively. On either side of the central nave is a colonnade. Both colonnades start in the first
bay with a pilaster against the western wall of the basilica. The beginnings of the second and
third bays are both marked b{f a sel of double columns. The first three bays are all 2.80m loqr,m :
The fourth and final bays of the nave and both side aisles are 3.50m long. In the nave the fourth
bay begins with a massive sel of piers thal may have supparted a dome over the allar. The .
northern and southern walls of the guadratum populi were reinforced with pilasters aligned '
with the piers. The final bay of the nave is 3.50m long, as'are both side aisles ( see Plate XXXI).

The walls of the quadralum populi were almost 3 meter thick. The walls had been built
with blocks of fieldstone and r‘einforced‘ al the angles by blocks in opus africanum. There is no
southern wall thal is proper o the' small basilica, inslead, lha small basilica was built
immediately agamst the northern wall of main basilica, using a port1on of lhe wull asa common'

-wall. The only exception is in the eastern end of the fourth bay where a massive block of
masonry juls into the side aisle. This block of masonry angles norlhward to form the esstern
wall of the quadralum poouli. A small door in the third bay of the spulliern side aisle leads into
the rorthern aisle of the main basilica Anather small.door in the eastern wall of the quardratum
populi, just north of the apse leads into the annexes Lhat surround the Lasitica

Only the two east'ernmos{ bt;ysof the nave and sigs 81 appear to have been E;oyered' :
wilh m@im. There is no frace of any, mosaics in the western hall the basilica. gorders of the
surviving mosaic ‘ndicale quite clearly that if the western half of me.basﬂica had al some time
been covered by 8 mosaic puvement there would have been a distinct division between the
e&tern and western half of the basilica. There are certain parsaiieis between the mosaics of the

two basilicas. The northern side msle of the small b&;ilica wascuvered witha sk:llfulty executed
: : [



ﬁ which a premse date could be based.

womelritl:'decoratioh reminiscent of the decoration in the northern side aisle uf the main-
basilica The mosaic pavement in the southern side aisle, like that in the southern aisle of the:
main basilica, was wnbosed of intricate medsllions filled with colourful birds. it is interesting
to note that while generally thought to be contemporary, the birds used to decorate the
megatlions in the main besilice's mosaics are right side up when viewed from the egst, and those
in the'small basilica are right side up when view

The zarluary occupied the two easternmost bays of the central néve and was raised
0.1Sm above the level of the quadratum populi by a bema. Like the esstern sanctuary in the main
besilica the sanctuary of the smell besilica was surrounded by a frame of stone blocks: This
border runs from the edges of the apse, along both ‘side.s of the sanctuary to the western end of
the third bay where it crosses the central neve. The decoration of the sanftuary floor can be
divided into three distinct perts. First, the western half of the third bay is covered by a
rectangular mosaic panel with two peacocks facing each olher over a jar of water. The eastern
heif of the‘bay was covered with a sterk flagstohe foor. The third portion of the dsmra.tion
incluged the entire fourth bay. The floor wes covered with a geometric motif afd fremed with a
geometric bordér. The central part of the mosaic is in very poor conditionS7.

Immediatefy east of the sanctuary is an apse 4.00m deepvand only ‘2.70m wide. It was
built much like the eastern apse gf the n}ain basilica, with small sections of wall between large
biocks in gpus afr icanum. The walls of the apse-are straight for the first 2.25m. In the'sout%ern
segment of the stfaight wall,is a small cti:;'r'way leading intoa ujrricbr that once opened into the
fifth bay of the northern side aisle of the main basilica. After the first 2.25m the width of the
apse is decreased to Z.25m .1t is only after this pomt that the walls of the apse begin tocurve.
This unusus! redugtion in the width of the apse is similar to the reuuctlon that occurs in the
main bosilica”, Unlike the main besilica, there-was na trace of a synthr‘onus.

. L o » :

[he wgstrmtlon technique used in the small basilica is similar to that used for some

of the later additions to the main basilica. The surviving mosaics can easily be dated to the sixth

-

c:anturysb Degpite the many similarities between the twa basilicas there is little evidence on '

»

.)J
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CONCLUSIONS

‘mmmmmﬂmm
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The basilica of Bulla Regia clearly uncbrwenl seversl phases of construction. This IS

_partlwltrly evident in the mﬂtﬂlum populi, the walls of which ha{e \wo different surfaces, &s

well 83 ot the weslern end of the central. nave, where lwy lorge piers were buill on top of the

elegont opus sectile pavement. Duval suggests that the construction and subsequent modifications _

cén be divided fnto thres major pheses®.

BHASE |

®

The bastlice appears originally io hiave been o simple {hree-nave structure, entered

{rom tha gast, with two sacristies, one on either, side of a western apse. The central have wes

.seporated {rom the side aisles bnd divided inlo seven bays by six pairs of double calumns The

entire stru:ture would, in his view, have been covered by 8 tie beam truss roof

Despite certain unproven elements, this appears 1o be w umptable reconstruction
especially when certain aspects.of the western end of the basilice ere taken inlo consideration.
The western apse tngsu\er with the two rooms found on either side of it, would, (were it not for
the door's leading onto the street), resemble the type of three pert chevel that 15 common to many

- North African basilicas. The external walls of thess two rooms, the frame surrounding the apse,

snd the Isteral walls of the guadcalum poguti, al} form an integral part of the cor liest phase of

* the basllica. If the doors in the rooms on efther sidagf the apse were installed 6l a later dole, 8s

they eppear to been, the two rooms could easity have once served es sacristies for the
weslern opse. In alf\likelihood, access to the su:rwhes vrould huve been.resiricted to members of
the clergy, fn which those stlending relimws ceremonies would berely have been able o
perceive the oblique angle of the western walls from the mtazum [mull

_ Althoum it is difficult to date with any more precision, the three-nave basilica with
' its wastarn tripartite chevet probably dates from the mid to late fifth century h

A
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Al some point a small apse was added to the esslern end of the basilica Uniike its
western.counterpart, the eestern apse is clearly 8 later eddition. Not only is the‘transitim from
apse walls 1o the main body uf the church swkwerd, but .lhe buflding technique is clearly
different. The construction of the epse walls is less compact: very short stretches of walls were
placad between heavy blocks in musnim;mum '
: /

v As ttwwnsu'uctwn of the aastern apse appears 1o mark a reorlentaum of e basilica,
it would sgem reesonable 10 suggesl that the installation of the bema orgltar platform infront of
the apse, pastdtes. e, constriuction of the eestern epse. With this new epde the besilica would
no longer heen accessible from ils eestefn end; howsver es this'same raonenlehnn also

s to have stripped the western end of the basilica of its liturgical funclions ‘t was

. possible to install & new entryway at the western end of the basilica. A central entryway would
 have entailed dlmcult and extensive restructuring of the western apse and its massive walls. It

was probably for this reason that the western walls of the two sacristies were chosen for lhe |

new entryways. |t sppears 1o have baen &t this time during the sacond campaign of constructzon
that the baptismal font and the ppus sectile floor that s:.wﬁmmd it were instalied.

PHASE 111 :
o /

Still later the basilica underwent a tmrd ond ﬁna] phase of constroction. The most
striking change 1s the wparent atmlon of lwo smatl cbmas &t efther end of the central nave. One
dome stood above/the auu‘ the other above the bq;tismal font. With-the installation of the
domes, Unsystem o supports 1n\the central nave was aitered. The first two sets of columns in
. front of each apse were removed. The space in front of lhe apse where the first set of columns
had stood was left ampty Two large piers wers insialled where the second sel of.colum w%!‘
t00d, (see Phase plan I11). Both mwmmﬂpreceoedbybws Mweretwioeaslongasﬂw
other bays of the besilica. New stronger supports weré tnstalle 13 serve as jambposts for the
. | westernqm The eastern wxl of the mmtniummnuhwus thlckened by 0.50m in order 1o
qf'

'

- ) [
- . Y
. A
. : . o N
’ v N TRy ~
: - “ . 4 . [

1



ld)su*bsome of the weight of the dome over the new sanctuary. In the quadratum populi, certain
) .ans of the lateral walls were thickened; both walls were reinforced by a series ofb%)llasters

that’ corre:%pond roughly o lhe supports of the central nave. As the final stage of the Phase 11|
- constrpctwn, mosaic floors were inslalled The horders of tha mosaics fullow all the edges of the

latest inéihl]alims and can easily be dated by their style o the 1ate sixth cenldry. .

Al the western end of the basilica, just ln:,uh: the southern mway was lhe lomb of a

-small child Burled with the child was a cache of Ummayad coins. Although it is possible that the
basitica was used for ashort lime after the Arab invasions of .the late seventh cenlury nothing
. has:been Tound Ul could mnflrm or denty this. The presence of such coins does nol prove that the

“basilica was in use al the time of the burial, although it cquid have been used for a short periud
after the Arab invasions.

It 15 not certain when the second smaller basilica was built. Bésilica_ll reflects many
of the Phase |11 elements of the main basilica, suggesting, bul by no means proving, that it is
conlemporary to, or postdates, Phase |11 of the main basilica. .

LS
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FOOTNQIES
1) Hanoune, R., Recherches archéologiues frarico-tunisiennes & Bulla Regia: les Mosainues
._L Ecole Frangaise de Rome , 1980. ’
2)  The ortginal excavations were published by M.P.Quoniam in an article entitled, “Foumes
récentes 3 Bulla Regia”, CRAL, ) 952 p. 460-476. .
3)  Theseere internal messurements. See Duval Lﬁs_zqhxs_ﬂ.{amwnsm lome .
I, Paris 1973, p. 4.‘5“ .
4)  Duval, "Le dossier du groupe ep\scopal de Buua Regia“, B_SAE_, 1970, p. 227 and 228
- fig. 5.
S)  See Sacristies, p.121-123.
6)  Duval,op.gil. 1970, p. 216, S : LT
7)  Duval,pn.cit, 1970, p. 216.
8)  See Sacristies, Phase |1 - ‘
9)  The length today is sefiewhat shorter due to the thickening of the easlern wail.
10),  Duval,op.cit, 1970, p. 208.hg. 1.
1) [_)u_va!,gn._cjj_, 1970, p. 227, fig. S
12)  Duvel, op.git. 1970,p. 208, fig. 1. - 4 & .
13) « Duval,op.cit., 1970,p. 216,
= 14) ° Duval, pp.cit.. 1970.p. 227-228.- . ‘
15)  Duval, gp.cit. 1970, p. 228. S
16)  Duval,gp cit. 1970, p. 216.
17)  Duvel, g ciL. 1970, p. 216: '
_ 18)  Duval,op.git, 1970,p. 216-7.
19) - Duval,gp.cit., 1970,p. 224, | .
20)  Duvel,gp.cil. 1970, p. 217-218 and p,228. -
21)  One of .ne clearest illustrations of the \lﬁalcs dates {g the 1955 excavations by P.
Juomam Duval has reproduced the illUstration in gp, cit | 1970 pl. XVII.
22) _Tne birds included rouslers, hens, ducks, a/goose a partrigge, and\vhat appearstobea
" .wen SeeDuval,gp it 1970, p. 218. - L\"
23)

Duval, QQ_Q]_L_, 1970, p. 209, nl. XVI‘I.
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24)  Duval, gp cit, 1970, p. 220. ’
25)  Duval,u.cit, 1970, p. 222,
26)  Duval,opch. 1970,p.208,fig. 1. '
27)  Duval, op.cit, 1970, p. 208, fig. 1.
. 28)  Duval,pp.cil.. 1970, 0. 222. ™~

29)  Duval, ap.cit, 1970, p. 222,
30)  Duval, pp.cit, 1970, p. 208 fig. 1.-
31)  Duval, gp.cil, 1970, p. 214,
32)  Duval,gp.cit, 1970, p. 227, fig. 5
33)  Duval, gp. cit., 1970, p. 215.
34)  ‘Duval,pp_cit., 1970, p. 227, fig. 5.
" 38)  Byel, pr.cit, 1970,p. 214,
36)  Duval,pp.cit, 1970, p. 214-15.
37)  Duval,op.cit, 1970, p. 215,

38)  This isclearly evident 1o anyone standing m31de the ruins of the basilica.
33}9%\/?}1 . oR.€it., 1970, p. 220.

404 Duval, gp. cil_ 1970, p. 220. .
41) Duval Lﬁ&mhgﬂlmmnmxjnmtomeil p. 48.
42} - Duval QD._ClL. 1970, p. 220
+ 43)  Duval, M 1970, p. 220. p
44)  Duval, mmmtome I, n.'47,- 1ig. 22 as well as Duval,
©gpocit, 1970, p. 222, fig.4.
45)  Duval, Lmhmﬂnmmﬁjmnmlomell n. 46
- 46) - Duval, op.cit, 1970, p. 222.
47)  Duval, cp.git, 1970, p. 223, f*.t} 4.
48)  POGLlapeyre, “Les basiliques chriticnnes de Tunisie”, ~Alti del {Y Congressp
" " internazionale dArchealogia Cristiana, Citta Gel Yeticand, 1938, § 204-205;
P .Gauckler, Wﬁfmﬁm Par:s 1913, p. 20 pl XVIII Duval,
op.git, 1970, p. 225. | .
49) Duvel,mn.cil +1970,p.228 o
50} - Duval LﬁWM tomell . p. 47.
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Duval, gp. cit., 1970,-p. 22).
Duval, Les basiliques de Sheitla, p. 214 fig. 235.

"Duval, Les églices pfricaines & deux ahsides, tome |1, p. 47.

This small basilica hes never been the subjecl of 8 detailed study. it is briefly reviewed
by Duval in op cit.,, 1970, p. 229- 34 as well as 1nmumum:x

ahsides, tome Il, p. 49.

_ Duval, op.cit, 1970, p. 229:°

Duval, gp cit , 1970, p. 233
Duval Lﬁﬂalmmﬂmnmmumhsm tome i1, p. 49.

Duval,nn_m_[_, 1970, p. 232-233 The only other known exemple of a similar epse in

Tunisia, is in the main basilica of the Bulla Regia complex.
Duval, gp. ¢it., 1970, p. 233. |
Duval, op. ¢it. . 1970 p."228.

Duval, op. cit., 1970, p. 227, fig S and 228.
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Fig. 1 Quadratum populi and western apse.

Tig. 2 Ouﬁd;alum ponuli- view lowards the esstern apse.
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BUILT ENVIRONMENT

. - The basilica of Dermesh 1s part of a religwous complex discovered by P. Qauckler
during his explorations of the Punic necropolis at Dermesh, -a neighbourhood of Carthage,
- during the late 1890's!. Cornmr'jnly' referred 10 a5 Dermesh'l'? . the basiiica 1s located in the
insula between cardines X! and XW¥ and decymani 111 and 1¥, only 100m wesl uf the Antonine
Baths. The neighbour hood of DeFmesh appwf's to have been & predommantiy Christian area, at
least during later years. Sopth of the basilica.lbut stiil in the same inzula, are the rematns of
another smaller basilica/Dermesh ! Almest directly across cardo Xi11 from Dermesh | is a

small building often referred to as a basilica, Several other basilicas of var.ied dimensions were

localed in the.surrodnding 1'nsu1as. Given the present state of pubhcafion, it has been impossible
toestablish ach onologicai sequence of their construction.

rial trenches dug in and around the basilica indicate that the site was originally used

as a Punic burial ground from as early as the eighth century B.C until about 500 B C. The site
/! . .

appe;r‘s te have remained unoccupied until the construction of the Christian besilica nearly a

m@Plénium later. The grounds surrounding the basilica were used as a Christian cemetery 4

The tnasilic;a was apparentdy in an excellent olate of pr%ervalio’n at the time of its .
discovery, as much of the building had been buried beneath several meters of garth®. Subsequent

expesure to the elements has, however, resulted in considerable destruction.

y \

e
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The basilica of Dermesh | is part of a small religious complex which, in addition to the
main bastlica, has a baptistery, a small chapel, and several annex rooms. The whole complex
forms a‘rectangle 40.00m long and 34.00m wide. The main basilica has a wide central nave with

twao side aisles on either sice of it. The complexis or iented precisely east-west. The eastern end
of the hasilica is marked by a U-shaped apse. :
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The"fa;é of 1he basilica was built along the edge of carda X1, Although an entryway
opposite the apse might be expectad, especially as no trace of a second sanctuary was found, the
,,gest end of lhe basilica was complelely'closuj to the ~treet. The omission of an enlry in the

;._ o TR . .

western wall appears !0 be the result of the Jerrain which sloped upwards lowards the hills of
Borj-Djedid and Sidi- Bou-Said®. Because of this slope the northern end of the fa?’q*’tw/ in pari
below the surface of cardn X111 (see Phase | plan, Plate XXXI1). : -

The basilica was accessible through a large door about 3.00m wide’ in the third bay of

1Hgsotthern wall as well & through one of Tour entries in the northern watl of the quadratum

-QQD_ull Two of these entries, (each 1.25m wide), lead from the baptistery inta the first and

¥, ,,,;hlrd bays of the besilica's northern sige gisle The fourth and fifth bays are straddled by a
‘W
3.75m wide entryway-that opens onto @ small courtyard. Thw entire width of the eighth bay,
(o 00m) open's.onto a eorridor Lhat leads into the annex rooms.

There does not appear to have been any modification to the entryways during this

perwﬁd of the basmca 5 uze. 3

r

L3
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latroductory Note

Sevéral anemalies in the positioning of the walls and rooms at the eastern end of the
bastlica seem 'lo indicate that the present form of the quadralum populi is not the original one.
Due however to incomplele excavations at the eastern end t;f . the basilica es well as the lack of
adequale published material, it has not been possible to cetermine all of the original dimensions

for the quadratum populi;( see Annex, rooms IV &V)

[

EHASEJ.

The quadratum populi must have had an aver all 1ength that was in the vicinity of

. 30, OOm it was dwrcbd by four colonnades into a broad central nave and four side aisles. The

8:80m wide central nave was separated from the inner side aisies by colonnades. Fach colonnade
had two large piers8 at its western end and al least seven pairs of double columns set on raised
pedestals. The pair of double cotumns situated immediately west of the apse’s open end ( see A.pse
Phase 1) may also have been part of the original colonnade, bringing the total number of column
pairs (o 3t least eight (see Phase | plan, Plate XXXI1). These columns divided the central nave and
the two interior side aisles into at least nine and possibly ten bays, each ¢.5.00m long. Each
ea-derior sige aisle was separated from its neighb'ouring interior side aisle by two smal! piers at
the western end and a minimum of seven single-columns, also set on pedestals. One {night expect
there to have been an eighth column level with the column pair which Geuckler's plan shows.

almost touching each butl of the apse wall (see Plate XXXIV) Published excavation reports are
unclear on this section, -

In all four colonnades the first pier was buill against the western wall of the bas:lics
and a second pier stood directlx} in front of it marking the start of a second bay. Altheugh
Ceuckler suggests that these piers were the remains of a nacthex?, there is little evidence 0
support this theory. There is no chan,gs/tn the mosaic patlern used for Lhi?‘ g, nor Iid
excavators mention any tiaw/mw Fi;rs or walls that wauld have been used l@at& such a

-
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narthex from the quadratum populi. As there are few notes congerning the t;lratigréphy of the
quadratum pepuli, it is impossible to determine when the piers were installed. It is clear from
Gauckler's illustration that the mosaic border did not follow he contours of the piers. St it
remains difficult to determine whether the piers were 1) buflt above the mosaics of the
quadratum poputi, 2) cut nto the mosaics of the quadratym populi, or 3} initalled before
maseics were laid up against them. - , -

-
Y
'\..

The individual columns and column pairs were all reused malerial laken t'rom a
variety of earlier monuments. The column shafls were either smooth or cut with spiral fluting;
they had been cut frem granitgmnd basall as w\éﬂ as from red, white, pink, and black marbles'O.
Like the column shafts, the bases had all teen taken from esrlier monuments. The excavalion
reports do not s;;ecify whether_ the bases were of equally diverse provenance. TheAheights of the
pedestals varied in Q\I"‘C‘EI‘ to compensate for the difference in the heights of the individual
columns: the pedestals were probably custom made for the basilica. Along the nave a sinfjle
pedestal was used for every column pair in order to eé.sur_e the solidity of the support‘ ' The

. capitals were either Corinthian or Composite and had alsg been taken from earlier

monumenls'z. Above the capitals'were abact hat appear lo have been made for the basilica; the
remains of a badly damaged abacus decorated with a simple byzantine cross were found in the

 quadratum poputi'®. Once again, in order to strengthen the support, a single abacus was used for

each pair of columns along the ceniral nave.

Alang both the central and the side colonnades vertical groov:;:s r }norti:es. (0.10-0.1 3m
wide), had been cut into many of the column bases and pedestals. This has led same scholars to
sugoest that the guadratum pgpuli had at some point been divided into a series of small
compartments by light mobile barriers that could have been slipped in and oul uf the grooves'4. |
The apparent complexity as well as the numerous inconsistencies in the layout of these chancel

plaques has led some scholars {o tt)dﬁjt the feasibility 0{ such a sysiem and 10 sugges! that the
grooves were cut Into the column bases before they were used in the basilica'>. If this were the

case if would be difficult to expléin why many of \he pedestals, which appesr 10 have been made

specifically for use in the basilica, (in order {o compensate for the irregular height of the
columns), were aiso cut by mur Lises.
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The mortises cut into the column bases and Lhe pedestals are aligned in such a way that
in-the event that these grooves were cul to support a system of chancel barriers inside the
basilica, the easlern half of the southern interior side aisle from the sastern end of the third bay
onwards would have been divided inlo @ wries of rectangular slalls. Plaques would also have run

an both the northern and southern sides of lhe nave, from the central colonnade 1o the chancel

" plegues that surrounded the sanctuary

> -

Along the northern side of tﬁe nave, lhe first in the series of these plaques was sel at
the eastern end ul Lhe fourth b'ay; on the seuthern side, the first plaque was at the eastern end of
the third bay.. 11 would also have been possible o block off Lhe eastern end of the fourth, fifth,
sixth, and eighth bays of the northern interior side aisle as well as the southern side of the

e1gﬁtn and ninth Déys. The southern side of the eighth bay of the northern exterior side aisle
could also have been hlocked.

The entire guadratum poputi foor was paved with mosaics. All four side aisles as weil
as much of the cenlral nave were covered by the same geometric motif. The motif used for"the
quadratum mmuh's_ floors consisled essentially of a series of neatly aligned squares with
decorated centers. A simple band of geomelr ic motif ran along the edge of the quadratum populi to
form a narrow mosaic border. This border does nat follow the contours of the two rooms that
were buill al the eastern end'of the northern and southern exterior side aisles. Nor does this
mesaic border fngw the contours of the piers at the western end of the'basilica.

The guadratum populi walls were carefully built with neatly cut blocks of stone and
reinforced at the time of construchon with Iarge blocks in gpys alricanum. These walls were c.
0 SOm thick. According to Gauckler, who studied the -building before it suffered considerable
deter ioration from exposure to the elements, the stone work of the basilica was not meant lo be
seen. The extericr faces of the quadratum populi's walls were entirely covered with a uniform

layer o1 paroc 'wg Plaques of marble and porphyry as we'l a5 pamteo ter and stucty
moldings covered the'inter ior face of the walls'?,
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As slaled in the infroductory note prercding Phase | of the quadratum pepubl, M
appears that the present form of the eastern end of the basilica is not the original form. Due to -
incomplele excavation notes it hes not been possible to delermine what form the esstern end of

the basilica might originally have had. [t is {airly certain however that the apse now visible at
ke eastern end of the basitica was not part of the or igir:al construction.

PHASE 1

At sﬁmé point a large U-shaped apse was buill al the east'end of the central nave. The
apse wes {reestending with both the interior and the exlerior of the wall following \he same
curve'8 The apse was over 1.00m thick and was reinforced during mr}s’(r’ucuon by six large
chains of gpus africanum blocks (se8 Phuss 11 plan, Plate XXXI11} Thas blecks were placed at
regular inlervals and protrude slightly from the exlerior face of the apse wall and appear on the

ground plan as shallow buttresses'®. This projection of the blocks is unusual in North African
basilicas. - e -

»

inside, the apsé has an opening 8.80m wide and 15 nearly”6.00m deep. To either side
of the ppenirng is a pair of double ~olumns. These column pairs were atigned with the column
pairs of the central colonnades, and could possibly be part of the original colonnade. Although the
floor of the apse has not survived, a retaining wa® 1l the openiny of the apse indicates that the |
apse fklc-Or would have been raised about 0.25m above the Phase ] (loor of the quadratum popull,
and™0. 15Sm above the floor of the Phase i sanctuaryzo. Traces of mortar found along the western
face of this retaining wall indicate that the apwe was preceded by a three slep perron. Althqugh
the:n’crth of the apse was equal to the width of the rentral nave, I.rje actual enlr yway was reduced
lo a 3.60m axial passage by a series of low barriers that ran from the eastern end of the Phase [l
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sanctuary.

Gauck ler suggests thal the apse originally housed an allar that was later replaced by a
gynthconos when the aliar was moved to its ﬁna;l lryr;tion in the Phase 11 sanctuary2'. On the
ground plan of the basilica provided by Gauckler himself, there is no indication of an altar in the
apse. Gauckler has also neglected to include in his report any mention of archaeglogical evidence
that would support this theory22 On eilher s1de of the opening of the'apse isalarge block of cut -
stone which Gauckler sees as the beginning of a synlhirunos. 1t should however be noled that no
other blocks were found at any point alohg the interior edge of the apse wa]l:: for this reason,
Duval has suggested that the blocks may have been used as pedestals for columns supporting an '
arch at the opening of the apse?3. in a reconstruction of this apse by Yaultrin, there is an
episcopal throne sel at the closed end of the apse??. As in the case of Gaucl;der's allar, thera
appears o be li‘me archaeological evidence in support of this theory_ h

’ .

As excavalions were never carried oul east of the apse, it is impossible to delermine
the form of the chevel at any point of the basilica's history. Given the proximity of the apse to
cardo X1Y, it 1s not improbable that a fiat wall ran immediately east of the apse along the western
edge nf the cacdo. This proximily to cardo X1V does not exclude the possibilily of an earlier apse
that may, at least in part, have blocked the cardo. it is inleresting to note that in Tunisia, the
only other example of a basilics with an apse thal-is surrounded by the oont.inuw‘s mosaics of the
side aisles, s the Phase IV apse at the northern end of the nave in the basilica of Bellator at
Sbeitla. In the case of the Sbeitla basilica, careful excavations revealed that the apse had besn
buill inside the central nave only after the collapse of an earlier apse that had stood al the end of
the centrat nave, outside the qQuadratym poouli.
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No traces of any sacristies were found lo either side of the apse where Lhe sacristies
are traditionally located in North African basilicas. Il is possible thal the rooms | and 11 which
are located at the eastern ends of the two exlerior side aisles served as sanctuaries, al least

during Phese 11. There is, however , no evidence in the published reports that could confirm this
hypothesis.

U]
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Although nothing has survived that can be attributed with certainty to the sanctuary of .
Phase I, it is highly improbabi;yﬁat\a?basilica would have been built that had none. The
sarittuary floor that was visible et the. tme of excavation wss raised only 0.10m above lhe

~ mosaics of the quadratum populi. As a result of this very slight elevation, excavators originally

believer these o be the mosaics of the original sanctuary. It was nol until the deterioration of
these sanctuar'y mosaics subsequent o excavation that it became apparent that the sancluary

_ mosaics found during the original excavations were from a later sanctuary. These mosaics had

L]

been placed above the original quadratum populi mosaics and clearly represent a laler phase in
the basilica's development. '

PHASE 11

’

During Phass-ri~a second and presumably larger sanctuary was 1n_st.alled inside the

. central nave. The central section of his sanctudry, (thal which houzed the altar), consisted of o
“large rectangular enclosure that gccupied the entire length of the sixth and seventh bays and was

6.00m wide. At the western end of the sancluary was a 3.00m widk axial opening lhat was
extended westward 10 the western end of the fourth bay by a walkway of the same width. At the

~endof the fourth bay the walkway 15 reduced {0 a width of 1.10m and continued to the western -

end of the third bay ( sée Phase 1| plan, Plate XXXI11).

A series of low white marbip chancel plaques surrounded the sancluary and its
walkways Fragments of these plaques were found strewn aboul the nave and side aisles of the -
basilica?S. Although nochancel plague has survived intact, a number of the white marble bases
from the posts that supported them were found in situ at the time of excavations. Mortises cut
into the bases indicate that the posts were generally rectanqular, though they var ied slightly in
51260 A single marble chancel post was found intact. The post v'aas almost siquare, (c 0.16m
along he sides), and stends 1.08m high includiny the small Found knob at the t0p2?. A 0.04m
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wide rabbel had been cul into the column from the base 1o the.knob. There were some
inconsistencies in the placement of the chancel posts around Lhe central area. 35me were sel on
the same level a5 the mosaics of the quadratum uﬂnﬁlim. while 1he rest were on the new raised
{loor level. Although il is ntkmpomible that the posls survive in sim from the Phass |
sancluary, il 15 equally possngfé thal the posts represent a later repair to the chancel rails of
the Phase il sanctuary. All the-bases of the posts that were sét along the edges of the corridor that®
ran westward froin the sanfluary, were seton a raised { loor. .
In the middle of the seventh bay an altar was centered above a religuary. Both the altar
and the reliquery had already disappeared by lhe time ‘ol the excavations, however the 0.60m
deep cavity inlo which the reliquary had been set was clearly evident. The sides of {his cavily
formed a neat square 0.75m wide?9. A single base (since lost) for one fool of the altar table
survived in situ. Traces frbm the -hortar that would have held the ather three feet in pasition
indicate that the rectanguiar altar lable would have covered an area 2.20m long and 1.20m
-.viﬂc3°._The allar was covered by a ciborium, supporied on four columns cut from pink Chemtou
marble3!. The bases of lhese columns had, like those of the colonnades, been sel on yatsed
pedegtal§. The sides of the pedestals were decorated with incised Byzantine crosses set inside
circl%sn. The ﬂoéfs of the Phase Il sanctuary were completely cuvered by mosaics. The same
design was used- for the ;&nme walkway as well as for the western extension . This design

consisled essentially of a simplc geometric molif: neat rows of tiny squares.

Immediately east of the sanctuary a reclanguiar mosaic pavement occupied the entire

length of the eighth bay The pavement, identical o the pavement used insige the sencluery,; was
h S.00m wide and burdered by a narrow band of geometric molifs.' As in the ‘sanctuary, the floor
level was raised 0 10m above the level of \he quadratum populi flooks. No chancs! plagues
'sufrounded the pavement in the eighth-bay. A walkway I fi0m wide, exlends thé pavement
lcwards the apse. The floor of this eastern walkway was also raised to the same floor level as the
sanctuary floor. Barriers stood along the norihern and southern sides of the walkway. A stone
baze was found j_ﬁ sity at the southwestern corner of tre eastern walkway. In the center of the
base was a rectangular mortise (0.155 X 0.17Sm). The side of the base Lol laced the apse wis
" cut by a rabbet 0.05m wide33.
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Moflg the Norlhern sice of the basilica are a series of fooms including a baptistery and
a small chapei thal form an inilegral part of the basilica complex. Colleclively these rooms form
a rectangular annex 12.50m wide end 34.00m long. The only irregularity is at the
south-eastern end of the annex near the apse, where the. scuthern corner of Room 4 juts 2.50m
into the quadratum nnnuh (<ee Plate XXXIV).

The <eries of small rooms lmmediateiy gast of the charel and the adjacent wurtyard
are barely mentioned in Gauck ler's excavation reports and have yel to be the subject of a ﬂetalled
study. Of the publis hed documents that meke reference to these rooms, the most informative
mater1al is conlained in two ground plans of the basilica complex. The first plan, was drawn in
1899 during the original-excavations by Geuck ler and his architect Sadoux39. This plan, (sec
Plate XXXI¥), indicates that many of the annex rooms were irregularly shaped; some also
contained b 1at niches 1.75 to 2.50m wide. The floors of these rooms were paved with g far
more ambitious range of mosaic patlerns then had Leen used in the main besilica or the
baptistery. The second plan, published in 1933 by Yauitrin, wes a slightly modified edition of
Gauckler's 1899 plan3'5 Yauitrin included with her ground plan a cross sectron of the floor
levet of the annex rooms indicating thatthe level of the floors varied from room to room.
Unfortunalely a scale was not included with the ground plan and it is impossible to determine
whet the difference between the various floor levels would have béen.

Dug to the lack of adequate published'matermi Uwse rooms will not be divided into
pheses '

A . -
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At the wesl end of thc annex was a baplistery. The baplistery was accessible from the
north by way of a small door sel 5.90m in {from séf;mxu and the western fagade of the basilica.
The wall at the western end of the baptistery is'a continuation of the wall that forms the w ern
fagade of the besilica The weslern end of the basilica’s northern guadratum pmuh wa_l‘ was
common with the southern wall of {he baptistery. Inside, the baptistery is 12.50m wifﬁe and
10.25m long. Two small doors in its southern wall led into the firsl aud third walls of the

basilica>®. The northern end of the eastern wall opens onio a small chape!.

In the centér of the baplistery is a surnken baplisiiigl font. The font was héx’ al al
grounfj level. Two sides of.the hexagon-were cul by stairways, each with three steps gl led tba -
‘second lower level in which acircular basin had been buitl. The antire font had originally been
fevetted with white merble3?. -Above the font was a baldf;quin suppurled by Tour columns of pink
Chemtou marble™. According to Gauckler , acistern, ¢which has nol been included on any plan of
the basilica), cul into a Punic buri_al chamber located Just outside- the walls of the annex,
pl:ovided the baplismal Tont with water. -How the waler was actually thanneled to the fonl 15 not

clear. Drainage was by way of a smatll channel thal ran into a smally kServoir covered by a disc,
just inside the northern wall. ' ‘ ' |

A 6.50m square area in the cenler part of the baptistery was surrounded by a syuor e
colonnade set on 8 continuous stylobate. Each 31de had four columns thich Duval believes allowed
. the pért of the roof that covered the font to be raised above the rest of the bapuistery. The floar of
the baplistery in‘the area that lay betwesn lhe hexagonal fonl and Lhe square colonnade was

covered by four mosaic panelé. Although simple geemetric designs were used throughout, each
" panel had a separate motif. A single mosaic motif was used to cover the Iloor between the
stylobate of the cplonhade and the wails of the baptister\ﬂq. The motif was romposed of geometric

" ecoration, variegated hexagons, birds and flowers?® A narrow band of geomelric design ran |
aicng the walls of the - com.

[
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" In the south wall of the baptistery, between the two doors thet led into {he basilica,
was a broad flat niche, simost 2.00m long and 0.35m deep, (the wall was 0.50m thick at this
point)4!. The floor inside the niche was covered with geometric mosaic in the form of a Gresk
key. Al the time of excavetion the plaster covered walls of the baptistery were still preserved to
a height of three to four meters32. Gauckler's often quoled description of the now lost plasters
" providearare ang valuable insight-into the iconography used in North African besilicas.

Les murs élalent recouverls dun enduit blsnc orné o
pelles, de roseces, denirelacs _X&ux vives couleurs st o
palmiers mystigues chorges de regunes se délachant en reliel”
comme oes p/’/asrr‘&s‘ o plélre decoups Tendis gque sur /g
corniche g couronnement se succsdaient oes croix byZzentings
dorées, olternant avec les romeaux d'acanius sp/'ﬂa.;rz/sf - 43

O

-,
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. . ' . ' &
THE CHAPEL

. "The northeastern corner of the baptistery oéened onio a small chapel. This chapel was
12.50m long and 7.20m wide, with a small apse and wo sacristies at its easlern end. has been
described by Duval as "wne petile égliseven miniature & lrois ners =45 by P.G. Lapyere
as “une reguetion detls basiligue "46 while Jirgen Christern mentions that “ Der 4/tar
baringet sich im Mittelschrirr =V AH these descriptions seem to imply that the chapel
was 3 proper_basilica, albeit a rather, small one. A closer examination of the chapel, however,
indicates that it was little more than a reclangular room arranged o have some resemblance o8
small basilica. The chapel was originally thought to Hwe been divided into a.central nave
(3.20m wide) and two sic aisles (each 2.00m wice) by afile of four columns on either side of
the so called "nave”. These columns, however , do not seem 1o conshtute a true colonnade Firslly,
there is ng apparent consistency in the lengths of the ‘bays_ created by these columns; {he first
and fourth "bays'? are each 2.50m long, the second was 3.00m long, while the third measured
only 1.50m. The western ends of the first and second “bays” were also marked by pilasters thal

~were buill against the Yateral walls of the chapel. This is not the cace with the third ang fourth
bays. It is possible {hat the two sets of columns that mark the western end of the first and second
bays along with their correqpondmg pilasters, served io form a nartlu:x ur smat) entrywuy
There was no wall at the western end of the chapel, only the two piers at the western end of the
first bay and a pair of columns set 1.25m to either side of the chapel's longitudinal uxis al the

entry point. The piers and columns could have been used 1o support an arcade that would have
marked the entrance into the chapel.

Al the eastern end of the third bay of the central alsie was a large reclanqulai‘ cavily,
{1.00m X 0.75m \:ride. This cavity was prabably intended to hold a reliquary“a. in North Africa
the altaf was frequently set above a reiliquary. The second two sets of columns may have been
used 1o support a baldaquin above the allar, although 1t is ¢iffiruit to be certain as only traces of
the mortar that held their bases in place have survived |

The central aislg divided intn two distinct zones by ils mosaic. The western half of

the a1sle was covered by a y.rornate pavement and surrounded by a narrow qrometric border.
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These mossics stop immedistely west of the third bay or senctuary area where, with the,

exception & small rectenqular frame 3.20m wide I.Qw/and 0.10m Lhick, in the fourth
bay . there are no mosaics. =

The entire length of the northern and southern sicb aisles was paved with a uniform
geometric design. The design consisted of a shell-like rnnm placed alternatetly right side up and
upside down, 10 produce a\w&ve—_hke pattern. A nerrow geometric band ran around the edge of
each pavement and separated the side aisles from the central nave. .

* Immeiately eest of the fourth bay is a small semi-circular apse, flanked o the narth
end south by small secristies. Althoogh the side walls of the epse were freestanding, the closed
eastern end wes partially engaged in the flat wall that runs north-south and also forms the
eastec‘n extremities of the two sacristies. Inside, the opening of the apse was the same widlh as
the ceniral aisle. The opening was marked to the north and south by single columns. These
columns were not aligned with the files of four columns found along the edge of the central nave
but were both set just inside of the corresponding side éisles. There was ng trace of Bny barrier
that would have restricted entry into the apse. The curved interior face of the apse wall wes
ined with & synthronas. The floor wes richly decorated by a mosaic pavement with birds and
vegetal motifs. Yaultrin has suggested that the rectanguler maossic frame, (0.50m wide X 0.57m
long), 8t the eastern end of the apse may mdmte a special space reserved for the installation of
a bishop's chefr4?.

| The tpse wes flanked 10 the north and south by small sacristies. Each secristy wes
accessible from the chapel by way of a 1.20m wide doorway, as well as from the 8 rooms by
pas:;:ams of a similar width. T'he exterior walls of both sacristies were extansion[o?et'::e chapel's
leleral walls; the interior walls \\;et_‘e formed by the curved walls of the apse.

Excavators have made no mention of the remains of roofing meterigls baing found in
the chapel. The chapel could, given 1ts reduced size, have easily been covered by 8 tie beam truss
covered with roof tiles supported on the lateral walls of the chapel.
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The chapel was separated from the basilica by an open air courtyard The courtyard

& ran the full length of the chapel, (12.50m), and was about 4.80[M wide. It was accessible

through a doorway 2.00m wide, in the thapel's southern exterior wall. A much larger- passage,
(c. 3{{.{?5m wide ) opens onto the fourth and fifth bays of Lhe main basilica's northern side aisle.
A third passage, 2.00m wide, is located at the norlliern extremity of the courtyard's eastern
wall. This passageway op'ens onlo a corridor, 2.50m wide Lhat runs immediately east of the
courtyard and the chapel'-§ southern sacristy. There is no wall at the sodthern end of this

corridor, which leads diréctly 1o the eighth bay of the northern exterior side aisle of the main.

basilica, nor is there a wall at the northe141 end which leads into Room 1. The fior of the
courtyard was paved with- ﬂagstones The foor of the passageway was covered by a mosaic
pavement hme of which survives.

Room |

Room 1 is located immedislely ea;,t of the apse and the north sacrisly of the chapel. The

A

room has an irregular shepe with a maximuem width of 4.50m and roughly the same maximum

length The floor was only pariially paved by a geometric patterned mosaic that i is surrounded by
.a geometric border. The shape of the mosaic does nat conform 1o the shape of the room. In. the

northern wall of Room 1 there is a broad flat niche, 1.25m long. The south eastern corner of the

room opens onto what appesrs o havé been another open air courtysrd, {.75m wide and a
maximum length of 5.75m. Along the‘nortnern edge of‘lhis court&rard was a reclangular
pavement. it is difficult to determine from the illustrations provided in the report of Gauckler's
excavations, whether there was a wall or pariition separating the courtyard and the mosaic.
Yaullrin, in her publication of the basilica, indicated that the mosaic pavement was raised above
Lhe level of the courtyard. This raised pavement, or room |, was 5.00m long and 2.50m wide.
The mosaic was fairly ornate and was surrounded by a geometric harder. Towards the western
end of the northern wall there was a broad {lat pilaster, 1.20m long I is impnssible to
determine'whether the pilaster was installed before or afler the mosaic floor.
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South of the second courtyard wes Room H1. Mich of the northern wall of this room
appears 10 huve opened directly onto the secondary courtyard. A 2.20m opening in the northwest
corner of the room lsads onto the passageway that was paved with masaics, while another 2.20m
opening lead down into room V. (it appears.from Yaultrin's itlustrations that Room 11l was on
the seme level &s the smaller courtyard). Room |11 was over 4.50m wide and had 8 maximum
length of ¢.6.75m when meesured from east o the wesl. With the exception of the floor of &
. broad fiat mche located in the western wall of the room Uw floor was covered by 8 very ornate
gaofnemc mosaic that was surrounded by a wide geomelric border. The niche itsell was over
0.75m wids nd 2.50m long™0. There is no indication as to whether the floor of the niche wes on
the same level s the mesaic foor of room {1l

Immediately south uf Room It is Room 1Y whlch may have served as a sacristy. The
room is 7.00m long and 4.50m wide, and was accessible {rom Room 111 s well s by way of a
2.50m passage in its southern wall that led into the ninth bay of the northern interior side sisle.
Thesouth western corner of thls room stood 1mmedlalew east of the eighth bay of the northern
exterior side aisle and.wes built directly against the seventh column of the northern side
colonnede. The mosaic border that frames much of the quadcatum populi does not follow the
contours of this room. Had Room |Y been part of the originel plan of the basilica, 1t would seen
unlikely thet the seventh column would have been installed, or thet. the barder of the quadratum
poguli mosaics would fot have followed the contours of the room. Inside, the flooe was ‘paved
with mosaics. Though strictly geometric, the motif used was by far the most ornate in the entire
basilica complex. The central portion of the mosaic was surrounded by a wide end very ornate
geometric border. Along the eastern wall of Room IY there was a slight change i_nthemosaic
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border. A mosaic design in lha form of an elongated horse-shos wes centered on the room’s
longitudinal axis. Although the mosaic appears i have been meant to under line the importance of
this area, il is not clear what lhe area was used for. In lhe northwestern corner of Room 1Y was

abroad fat niche, 1.75m long and 1.00m deep. The mosaic border of the floor passes directly in
front of the recess and no traces of any mosaics were found inside.

Room Y

A fifth annex room was located just south of the apse. As only the northwestern cor nc;r
of this room was excavated ithas nol been possible lo deter mine the actual dimensibns of Room Y.
Enough of the room was unearthed to indicate that its southern end was not aligned with the
southern wall of the guadralum papuli, but was localed some undetermined distance further to
the south. The seventh column of the southern exlerior side aisle was incorporaled into the
fabric of Room V's western wall. 1f Room V was part of the basilica's original plan, it would seem
very unlikely that the seventh column would have been insialled in the wall thal marks the
e2stern end of the southern intermr sige aisle. The room was accessible from the ninth bay of the
southern intérior side aisle through a passéqe c. 3.00m wide. The floor was paved with a

geemetric mosaic, the motif of which was considerably less ambitious than the mosaics of room

IV. The mosaic borser thal runs around the edges of the guadratum populi does not follow the
contours of this room. a

»
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Despite the lack of epigraphic material®® and stratigraphical records, the
construction of the basilica at Dermesh can be daled with reasunable certitude o tha'sixth

century. According 1o Gauckler, all survwmg <lements of construction and decoration pointed-

towards this relatively ate date. The diversily of reused columns, bases, capitalselc, used in the
construction of the basilica also favor a lster date and seem to indicate that material {rom a
considerable number of buildings {probably ruined ones) mJé_t have--been available for
recyching; further more, all archiu_acturé] elements that were made specifically. for the basilica
had the heavy profiles thal are so common to monuments of late antiquity® .

With the exception of ils eastern end, where there appears 1o have been exle;\sive
recenstructicn, the basilica does not seem to have had any major struotural modifications. The
manner in which the rnosalce of the side aisles continue around the side of the apse, the lack of
sacristied, T eddition to the anemalies in the alignment of rooms 1Y and ¥, all point 10 a later
alteralion of the chevet area. Further exploration of the Dermesh basilicas previously
unexcavated chevet area would be needed lo provide conclusive evidence about its original form.

L

Phase ||

Al some point a second sanctuary was installed. This may have coincided with 8
relocalion of the allar, or with transformations to the shape of the originat sancluary. Once again
there is not enough evidence 1o clarify thas. The allerations of the cull area do not appeer to
reflect any radical changes, such as a complete--reomentanon of the building which occurs in
some North African basitices, but rather a sort of fine tuning meant-to accommodate minor
. changes in the ceremonies. According lo Duval®?, the final form of the sanctuary, with its
ex}ended walkways, reflects the typical plan of a Byzantine salea Duval has also pointec oul the
sirom baral!els between the final sanctuary in the Basilica of Dermesh, and the later phese
~anctdary at three basilicas in Sbeitla®s, K ..

The form of the baplismal font and the style of the mosaics that surrgund - poinlipa
date sometime 'n the md sixth-wntury. Chror;oioglcally,'Duval situates the polygonai form of
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the béptismal font between the simpler pre-Byzanline forms, (i.e. roundor square fonts), and
the later cruciform’ shape. Al Carihage, similar hexagonal shapes were found at the

Damous-el-Karita as well as at Bir Flouha®. Although these fonts were covered with mosaics -

instead of being revetted with marble plagues as the Dermesh font 15, they ore generally believed
. 1o date from the early 10 mid sixth century. The winber colouring of the mosaics used in the
quadratum populi of the basilica, fit well with a date sometime in the early or mid sixth century.
The considerably more ornate mosaics that were found in someof the annex rooms can probably
be atiributed to a repaving as the level of the floor varies froim room to room>2. ’

The basilica of Dermesh was probably destroyed in 698 when Carthage fell 10 invading

Arab forces under the command of Hassan. Gauckler, who cla_ims__lo have seen signs of violent
desiruction during his studies of the basilica®®, quotes a sevenih century Arabian aulhor, El

Kairouani, as saying that Hassan destroyed Carthage from 1op 10 botlum and mspersed her

inhabitaritsd”’

After tRe\basilica’s ruin by either violence or neglect, the building was eventually
covered by sarth. This covering afforded considerable protection for the mosaic floors and the

remains of the decorated walls. Tragically, subseduent exposure o Lthe elements after excavation

has resulted in nearly total destruction of ine basd lica's walls as well as consiwderable ™

, delerioration o the mosaic {loors.

-
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"9)
10)
1)

12)
13)
'4)
15)

16)

Gauckler, Les Basiliques Chreétiennes de Tunisie, p. 11. N

Thir hasilica takes ifs name from the neighbourhood of Carthage in which it is located.
This basilica has since been completely destroyed by Gauckler during his continued
exploration of the Punic cemeter ies: see Duval, MEFRA, L 84, p. 1079. This structure
Wwas never properly sluﬁied and publis:hed reports tend to differ considerably concerning
the exact location of the site. - ’
Gauckler,op it , p 11, .

Gauckler. gp it p 11-19

' was only at the sguthern end of the basilica complex that the interior floor level was
equal with the exterior ground lev—e1. Al the time of the excavations the northwestern
corner of the complex was preserved to a height of 3.00 to 4.00m.

The width is difficult to determine owing o Lhe poor condition of the southern wall: see
Gauckler, ¢p. cit, pl. 1.

The dimensions of the piers used at the western end of the side colonnades, are equivaient
to he dimensions of the stylobales used beneath the single cotumns. Likewise, the
dimensions of {he piers found at the western end of the nave correspond 1o the
dimensions of the stylobates that were used to support the doubie columns.

Gauckler,op cit,, p. 13 '

Gauckler,ap. oit,, p. 16.

Duval, "Eludes d'Architecture Chrétienne Nord-Africaine”, MEFRA, {. 84, p. 1084,
1972,

Vaullrin, Les Basihiques Chretiennes de Carthage, Alger, 1933, p. 115,
Gauckler, op_cit.. pl. I, '

This has been suggested by both-Gauckler gp. cit_ p. 14, and by Yaultrin gp_cit, p.t16.
Duval maintains thal some of these mortises may have been cut for uses in earlier

-. butldings. He has also seen wit he believes to be (races of ancient mertar blocking up

these mortises, op. c1t, p. 1087. ‘._.
The inner column of the pair that marks the beginning of the fourth bay may also have

-,

-
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had mortises for afbarrier théfwould have run across the central nave, as well as '
another barrier r

Gauckler,

ning to the columns that mark the start of the fifth bay

112 - \

J. Christern clai ms thal the outside wall of the apse has a seven sided polyganal surféce.
“lie orltdhte Apsis. in der Brerte des Mitlelschirtes  war innen halbrund,
gusses  siebenseitry  polhgonsl  wmmsntelt ', “Kartag”, Reallexikog zur
ByzanUinischien Kunst, Stultgart, 1978, p. 1166, {section |1b Kirchengeschichte). -

Christern appears to be the only scholar to hold this opinion, ahd offers no further

explaination of his theories.” “ : N
Duval beheves {hese have a slight resemblance (o the “iésénes” pﬂcster strips of

certam churches in Ravenna, oo cit., p. 1089,
Yaultrin, gp cit.,p. 115,

- Gauckler, op. oyt p. 13, :
. lrothis reqgion of North Africa, no basilicas have been found to date with the altar p}ar*Pd

inside the epse.

Duval, op. cit., p. 1090,

Yaullrin, gp.cit., p. 115
Gauckler, pn_cit, p. '4. -
Theze posts measured. 0.16 X 0.17, 014X 0.10.0.14 X 0. 12 elc. See Duval, m_m_
p. 1088 note = 2.

This post has since been lost. An illustration of il appears in Gauckler's Basiliques
Carétiennes ce Tunisie, pl. I | ) |

Noles treating Lhe stratigraphy of ths basilica ere practically nonexistent. 11 would
however be fairly safe 10 assume that the original mosaics were set on a layer of cement.
The illustrations provwbed by Gauck ler ,'(see afbove, note 3), iylcale that the bases [rwn
at least some of the cotumns that supporled the chancel had been sel on Lhe same level as
the original mosaics. The others were set<an top of the mosaics. .
Gauckler, op. it pl. | ‘
Duval, op. cit., p. 1088.

Vaultrin,gp.cil.,p. 116

Geuckler, op. cit., pl. | and Yaultrin, op. cit, p. 116
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DuvaI,QQ__QLL; p. 1089. . -

Gauckler, pgaét | pl. 1. | h

Yaultrin, opcit | pl. Xvill

Gauckler, op. cit . p. 15.

Vault_rin,[mm,p_ 117 -

Gauckler, qu.cit.. p. 15.

Duval, op. cit., p. 1091,

Another hexagonal beplismal fonl was discovered at Tabarka; il 0o had been revetted
with white marble. See PG, Lapeyre "Les Basiliques Chretlennes de Tunisie”, Atlii del

1Y Congresso inlernazionale d°Archeglogia Cristisna, Citta del Yaticano, 1938, p. -~

206-207., and Duval, op.cit., p. 1090. R
Vaultrin, g cit. p. 117, |

Yaultrin, gp.cil, p. 117,

Gauckler, gp.cit , p. 16

This measurement includes the apse.

Duval, M p. 1091 s
Lapeyre, op.git., p. 203

Christern,op. cit, p. 1167 .
i shquld be noted that Gauckler's and Yaullrin's plans do not agree on this point. |
believe Gauckler’s plan to be the more accurate.

Yaultrin Q[L_Q_LL_,D 118.

Of the few inscriplions found in the Dermesh camplex, the malorlty were gssentially
“chrismes” for examplg*&T&jretc The only text, "FIDELLS IN PACE*, wason &

stone with an opisthographic mscription. The reverse side was inscribed with a
chrisme. See Yaulirin, op_cit., p. 116.

. Gauckler, gp_cit., p. 16.
.Duval, op cit., p. 1088.

See phase 1 of the Basilica of Bellator at Sbe'it]a, p.l'f~ 18, phase | of the Basilica of
Yitalis at Sbeitla, p.46-47, as well as phase 1l of the Basﬂica of Servus, Duval, les
Eqlises Africaines 4 Deux Absides, tome Il, p. 347. There is strong archaeolcglcal
evidence in support of a byzentine date for the sancluaries of all :hree basmca&

o
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Duval, gp cit., p.1090.
Vaultrin, op. cit., pLXVIL o
Gauck ler, og. cit.. p. 17.
~... elle 8 été ssccogee par les arabes. Ce qus 1ul celle destruction, l'etal -
gans lequel J'ar retrouve 13 bssilique sullit § naus-en donmer une igee
Toutes les sculptures qui se lrouvsient & poriée de s m3in dés

envahisseurs furent Drisées avec rage 8 coups d¢ masse, une des bases,

" grnées de crarx et ou ciborium, 8131t cassée en drx-huit morceaux. Les

aulels furent renverseés, les religuaires vialés gl dépeuillés de leur

contenu. ~ Gauckler, 00. cit., p. 17.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE:

Due 1o the poor conditions of the site an;j the lack of adequale excavation notes, W is not
possible Lo date thé originat construction of the basilica. Nor is it possible 10 distinguish all the
variousphases in the history of this basilica, as il was {or the basilicas 1n the sas lier chaplers.'
Despite the less than ideal conditions of the sile and the poor methods of excavation, there is,
nevertheless, enough surviving architectural and epigraphic materiat to confirm that this was a |

major Christian basilica on the outskirts of Carihage. On those grounds alone it merits
. investigation .

in 1833, A. Delattre discovered the scattered remains of a vast Christian basilicaMn-
the fields of the Mgidfa plateau that lie to the north of ancient Carthage. The basilica is localed
nearly a kﬂometér north of the walls that once marked the limits of Carthage, and almost due
west of the present day Hamilcar station of the T-G-M commuter line. At the Lime of discovery
little remained of the basilica itself. No other buildings werefound in the geignbourhood of the

basilica. It appears to have been surrounded by Christian burials; whether these burials predate
the basilica or not is unclear.

Excavations began in June of 1906, under the direction of Delattre, and weré
continued over the coufse of the next two years. Afier excavation the !renches were back{illed.
In 1929 the basilica was unearthed and certain previously L\maxcavated areas were gxpiored.
This second campaign of excavalion and the restorations that accompan‘led them were corducled to

enchle the use of the basilica for certain open air ceremonies during the 1930 Congres
: L .

Archaeological reperts from the 1906-1908 campaigns reveal that the excavalions
wers conducted with little or no regard for the stratigraphy'.-Excavation notes consisted
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essentially of a vague inventory of interesting finds, visitors of note, and reporis concerning the
quantity of inceriptions found per work day<. Delattre wrote littie about- the re-excavation of
the basitica in 1929, although Yaultrin includes a resumé of these later excavalions in lhe
chapter dealing with the basilica at Mgidfa in her book, mmmmmw
This basiiica has cometimes ﬁeeri.referred to as the "Basilica Majorum™. The name has '
been used since Murch of 1907, when Delattre discovered a fragmented inscription mentioning

the well known Carthaginian martyrs, Felicitas and Perpeluad, The ectual inscription reads as
follows: '

/777 SYNT MARTY/// *
*SATVRVS SATV//7///

*REBOCATVS SEC//////7

FELICIT PERPETPAS///////

1711113

| Influenced by a fext of Victdr Vitensis staling thét the bodies of Felicitas and Perpetua
were buried in a building known as the basilica Majorurﬁ: £t ut pecessariis loguar
basilicam majorerm, Vb7 corpora sanctirum martyrium Perpetuge atgue
Felicitatis sepulta sunf, Delattre has restored the inscription 1o read as folows:

_+HIC SVNT MARTYRES
«SATVRVS SATVRNINVS
+REBOCATVS SECVNDVLVS

*FELICIT PERPETPAS VONMART
+MAIYLYS?

*

Allhough it is pdssible Ural the Basilica in the Mgidfa plateau is that referred to by
Yictor de ¥ita, Delatire's addition of ‘fHIC“‘ at the beqinhin‘g of the inscriplion tends lu create an
air of eertainty and precision that the actual fragments of inscription do not adequately support.
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The basilica complex at Mgidfa was over 100m long and over S0m wide at its widest
point_ The basilica itself-is over 70m long including the single apse thet wes centered on its
northern end (see Plate XXXY). A large walled courtyard preceded the basilica. Inside, six
colonnades divide the basilica into a wide central nave and six side aislesS.

The longitudinal axis of the basilica . runs North-North-West/ South-South-East.

This orientation of the basilica cunforms to neither the urban nor the rural cadastratioq of
Carthage®.
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 ANIECHAMBERS AND ENTRYWAYS

The southern exiremity of the basilica was preceded by a lerge open air e;wclosure,
41.00m long and 51.00m wide'(see Plate XXXV). Within the enclosure are the remains of
seyeral lorge funeral monuments, in addition.to a multitude of simple trurialﬁ, the majority of

. witch were placed perpendiculer {0 the central axis of the bastlica’ .

There were no traces of any colonnaded golleries.thal would have indicated that the
enclosure had been usedes an atrium. Instead, on account of the numercus burials and funera)
mgguments, it appeers thal the courtyard pracading Lhe basilica wes in fact an araa, or walled
cemetery'2, ‘ )

During the excavations of 1929, a semi-circular structure resembling a large apse
was uneacthed 22m 1n front of the basilica's southern Tacade. This str‘ucu]r‘e. of which little
more than the foundation walls survive, had en opening 22m wide and 8 maximum depth of }4m
from the open nocthern end to the closed sputhern end of the structure. Originally excavators
believed it 10 be an apse 3. |1 should be noted however that, in addition t6 the problems raised by
the considerable distance between this structure and the fagade of .the basilica, the aclual

- dimensions of this so called apse create serious doubts about the fessibility of any roofing
system, if it was in fact n'epse. Inside there was no trace of columns or piers that would have
supported & roof of any sort. The curved walls of the structure were only 1.00m thick endhed
not been reinforced, thus a vaulted roof, even in the form of a half dome, would have been
impassible. Although this structurs was aligned with the cantrjal axisof the basili‘ca and not with
the central axis of the area, (which was c.3.00m further east), there is no epparerit physTdal
link with the basilica. Traces of wall were found running esst snd west eway from the opehirrg of
the structure towards the wall of the aréa Duval hes suggested that this :};?a'ni-cirwlar'
structure might be the remeins of an eartier rounded atrium such es the one found preceding the
Damous-el-Karita'®. Further investigation would be needed to confirm this theary.
La

In the north eestern angle of the area wes & large square c)ftern. (10.50m2). The

cistern was buill in part against the fegade of the basilica. 11 was coveted by & series of nine
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groin vaulls that were supported’by four piers and by the corners of the cistern walls. The piers
and walls were all at nearly 7,00m high. {1 is nol clear what this cistern was used for as the
basilica appears to have had neither.a baptistery, nor afjoining living quarters for the clergy.
There was a senond, much smaller cistern located in the western half of the area just narth of
the western edoe of the large semi-circular structure mentioned sbove !>,

A funeral exedra was built along the cuter faca of the area’s northern wall. The exwlra
took the ferm of 3 semi-circular apse, with awidih of 7.00m aleng the narthern wall of the area
and 3 maximum depth of 4.72m. Three sarcophagi, burials of two adulls and one child, were
fourjd inside the exeﬂra. The adults were buried beneath a reclangular stone work platform,
2.30m wice and 1.30m long, that may have been used as an allar base. 1 15 not uncofmimen Lo find
small altars sel abuve tombs in North Afr'ica, especiaPly over the burial of a wealthy ar
venerated péfsonnage. In this instance the tomh appears to be of 4 wealthy person es one of the
skeletons {vas fn@ﬂ shrouded in the remainslof qold cloth. Other finds included lamps and bowls
decorated with Christian symbols, glass vasegpiewelry, slone weights, several shndials, alarge
bronze cross and an abundant collection of small cains. The majority of the coins, (Relatire does

nol specify exacily how many were found) predate the Yandal invasion, although at least one was
found from the Byzantine period'®.

No traces were found of an entry; one has been suggested in the restored southern wall
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The guadratum populi is a rectangle 61.00m long and 45.00m wide. 11 was divided by
colonnades 1nto a broad central nave and six side aisles by colonnades (see Plate XXXV). Each of

the s1x colonn had twelve supports that divided the nave and neighbouring side aisles into
thirteen bays eachs. 4.70m long'”.

r

The central nave is 16,00m wide and occupied over a third of the basilica's lotal
wuﬂh. s flanked by'a series of supperts that were much sturdier than those used between the
side aisles. Tije fifth and eighth sets of supports‘ were noticeably larger than the other supports
- thal were used along the central nave, and appear on Delattre’'s ground plan s four massive
piers. Centered in Lhe middle of“{he'rectangle formed by {hese piers was a marlyrium. The piers

may have benn used to support @ small groin vaull or cupuia above the martyrium 18,

lt‘is impossible lo determine whether the calonnades were made up of columns; piers
- or a mixture of bath. The only ground plan of the basilica daling to the time of the excavatiens
used rectzngles to indicate the positicning of all the supports, with the sole exceplion of two’
small colonnades set inside the nave itseif, (see below). This does not necessarily indicate lhat

piers were used 1nstead of columns, but possibly that anly the pedestal bases or plinths survived
10 situ’®.

During the course of his excavations, Delattre ubserved thal much of the soil inside
the basilica was mixed with a pale greyish powder thel cunlrasted with the distinctive redclay
soil of the Mgidfa platesu 1t 15 possible that this may he the resull of deteriorating plaster that
ance cuvered the walls of the basilica?®. A variety of architeclural remains: column druras,
bases, cabltals, stone cubes with mortises cul inlo them, chancel plaques oiid bricks were also
found, but Delatire failed 1o menticn the cuantity or localivn of the ilems fo.u‘hd, stating simply
ihat many had been taken from »arler monuments<'

At some phln: > small oo.: jade vas instal’sd 1nside 'he central nave, 4 00m to either
side of the basilica's central axis The bases of the 1ndividual calumns were considerabiy smaller
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- of this co10nnade are
aligned wiui the other columns of the ather colonnaces in 4he basilica; scholars mamlam thal

1hese'two 1ites of columns repre:ent ke true imits %the mmratnave and thal the basilica was
in fact a mine nave struciure Although the émm_ meler wide cnrr';ci';r {hadean between thise two

colonnades may al ope point have been the focal point of ceremomes ang cull achivities inside the

that those from-the colmnaces on either sige of the rave. As the colum»

nasilica, certaindSpects of the colonnades seem lo indicate lhat hey @ not represent the orlgmal
nave. Fiest, at Mgidfa the apst is near ly ¢ight meters wicer than the area between lhe_two small -
colonnades, a difference not to be expected 1f this colonnade represents the true limits of the
original n&e. In the majerity of North Africzn basilicas the wicth of the ceniral nave
corres‘pohds roughly o the rnaxl'.murn width of the originai apse. Secondly, Qhen colonmiakes of
varying strengths were used, the atronc_;est were always placed along the edges of 1he nave. In the
basilica of Mgidfa, the strongest calonnades are aligned with the zastern and wpstern ed)es of the
northern apse and probably represent the true limats of the nave. Somie scholars have suggested
that these smaller columns were installed Lurgng 3 second phase to reinforce the roof!”,

although given the great width of the nave, it is difficult to envicage what type of ‘structural

suoport such fragile columne would have provided. From the excavation notes as published, 1t

would seem most probable that these smaller column: were installed 1o underline the

imporiance of the area surrounding the martyrium, and may have supported an wonoslasis.

The ground beneath the gusdralym populi contained many burials, ihe majorify of
. which were set parallel to the central axis of the basilica. The fuheral nscriptions from these
burials varied consideratly in formula and decorallion, fnscripticns were fourd in béth Greek
and Latin, and covered a wide range of tirc from th.é migdle of Hje third éentury to the advanced
Byvzantine Deriod?-z" As Delat're failed to record snowhal 4isies 'he various nscriplions were
found, 1t 13 impossible to cetermine whether there vas any patlern "o the Jocation of Lhe oraves

He did observe however. that unlike the bur:als in the .ide aic'2s, which were covered wiii

stone, all those in the ceniral nave were covered by mosaics. !n tre sixth bay of the sige aisle
immediately west of the central nave was a rectanqular pit 1,80m £ 1 ,60m wide The pit was
lired with mazonry and conserved the same dimensions for a depth of ‘well over 30m, where 1L
encounters the water table. The pit.was filled with the remains of hundreds of human skeletons.
Mixed \n with the human bones were ¢ {ragmented remains of hungreds of Christian epitaphs
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Most of the earlier inscriptions, written en ei-ther latin or greek, were found around the 30m
level  One of theso epitsphs, found at a depth of 32,50m reads, PERPETVE S FILIE
DVLCISSIMAE. Owing 1o the quality and small size of the letters,{ 2.8cm high)Delattre thought
the inscription might 'De the original tombstone of the mar.ty"r Perpelug, provided by her pagan
father at the time of her desth in 203. The insc}‘iption has since besn atlributed o the early
fourth century by Ennabli24, Al the time of the excavations many of those mosaics were in 8
very fragmentary condition and litlle record was kept of their iconographic schemes A single
pholograph of the nave mosaics, provided m Delattre’'s 1907 report, srnws three separote
buriais covered by one mosaic pavement The pavement was divided into three parts by narrow,
bands of different coloured tesseras. The names of each of the deceased was inscribad in acircle.
Beside twa of the circles were small birds2S. The funeral inscription of the third Lomb was
" flanked by two peacocks standing on branches. It is interesting 1o nole that thé birds are upside
down in relation o the text of the epitephs, a good indicalion thet the mosaicists were illitel:'ete. -

Excavators make no mention of any roofing material being found either in or around
the basilics. Given the greal width of ipis basilica, a lile and.tie beam truss roof eppeers 1o be
the most feasible solution. '
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Little mare than the frac_;mer‘ary sections of fou'ndahon wall survived from the vast
apse that once stood at the northern extremity of the central nave. Scanty excavation notes do
little to elucidale the nature of the surviving material, aithough plans provided by the
excavatc;rs_ indicate that he apse was {ree standing. There was no trace uf J supporting (rame and

ne indication that 1h: curved walls had ever been reinforced with buttresses-2.

v

Inside, the open end of {he apse was over 15.00m wide. The apse had a maximum depth
of 11.00m (see Plate XXx¥). Excavators do not ‘mention any trace of a synthrorns, nor do they

mention whether it was possible to deterfnine whether the floor of the apse had been rsised above
the level of the quadratum populi. o

“r

There is no record of any roofing material found amang the rains of the apsw, aithough
the thin walls could onty have supporded a wooden roof
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IHE SANCTUARY

Excavations uncovered little evidence of a sincluary. There was no trace of an altar or
even an allar platform, only a few fragments of brekan marble plagues possibly from a‘chanwl‘
plagues. A number of stone blncks with mortises cul into them were found scattered around the
guadratum uunu_u These blocks may have been usod to support chance] plaques.



IHE MARTYRIUM

In the middle of the'c:enj_lral nave where the altar 1s traditionatly ‘ucated, was a
mar tyrium (see Plate XXXY). Much more than the simple reliquary cavity often found beneath
the alters of Nerth African churches, the tgidfa rehiquary has the form of a small square
funeral chapel, ( Z.60 X 3.70m). The martyrium was hunit in the seventh bay af the nave, about
4.00m below the ficor level. It was approached by way of two simali starrways The southern
side of fhe martyrium enced with a small apse, (this is opposite tn the basilica which has'its
apwe ot the north). A square niche, 1.00m wide and lr 00m deep, marks the northernend The
floor of the martyrium had been covered with mesaics but only two smajl sections survived 1n
- sity: asmall portion with acable pattern near the eastern side of the apse, and the ramainsof a
peacock on the western side of the apse. Fragments of the n:cisalc pavement, including the
remains of many inscriptions were found scattered about the martyrium. Other finds 1ncluded
cut stone blocks, large field stones, Byzarting style capitals with broad flat leaves, sculpted
pilasters on which troces of'colou.red plaster couid sLill be zeen. Both flat and curved‘rouf tiles,
baces from colonnettes, ard Tegments of inscriptions on stone were aleo found?’

In the middle of the martyrium were {he remains of a two-story mnlainsr, .built of
masonry. !nside, traces of white plaster weré found still stuck to the walls of the struclure. The
contents were sieved by Delatire who found a greast number of Uiny round- headed nails, a small
tock and a bronze bolt. Delaltre suge-ls..hal these items may have been from a smail reliquary
caskel that would once have held the human hand and foot bones that were also found inside the
masanry container29. In axdition to these fiﬁds the sieving also retrieved a great number uf
.small mosaic cubes, a bronze nail, and amphr Fragrnenlszg.

inside the apse of lhe martyrium was a rectangular cavity lined vnth' a fine vellow
veined mardle, In the eastern wall of the apse was a nicte thal enclosed a ©.asaic cover g burial
Part of thig multi colcured mosaic depicting a chalice was st et el at tre time of the oriqinal |
excavati‘o‘r'fs:"oj ; n '
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The martyrium was covered with groin vaults supporied by four massive piers, one at
exch of the four angle‘s,'and by two intermediate piers,’one in the middle of the eastern and the
western walls. A photograph published by Delatire in 1907 shows the fragmented edges of the
ruined vauits still partially covered with traces of white plaster. This photograph clearly

© demonstrates that the groin vaults were buitt with thick layers of field stone>".

g
-

L.
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. Although the basilica of Hcidfalwas clearly a funeral basiliéa:in which the martyrium
which is believed 1o contain the remains of Perpetua, Fehcitus, Revoeatus, Saturninus,
Secuncus and Saturus, occupied 2 position of great importance ( Lhe area rormally reserved for
the altar), it is highly unlikely that the hazilica dates o the time of their deaths. Nor is 1t likely
that the basilica.was built within the few decaces immediately follcwing \heir deaths. All were
executed in the arﬁphilheater of Carth%ge on the seventh of March in 203, during the
perzecutions of Septimius Severtis=2, Given the attitudes held towards Christians at that t'ime, it
is improbable that such a conspicuous monument could have Seen built even on the outskirts of
Carhage. Instead, some scholars have suggested that the family of the Yibii, (of which Perpetua
was 3 member ), may have purchased land outside of Carthage on which she, and several other
family members (who, from their epitaphs, do not seem o have been Christians), were
buried”3. Some time laler. a3 the site became popular with pilgrims, a memoria was built on
the site of Pérpetua's tomb. S0 later the basilica and its elaborate martyrium were buslt;
there is however as yel no eviderce that would enable scholars 1o deler'rr}ine whether the

martyrium is contemporary to, or posi dates the construction of the bastlica itself, nor have any
similar structures been found in ény other Tunisian basilicas™*

Although the poar state of preservélion and the lack of adequale excavalion noles have
made it impossible to date the basiiica of Mgidfa with accuracy, the surviving material,

ncluding nearily 7,000 fragments of 1nscr‘iptions,35 has provided some interesting insights into
the funeral practices of Christian Carthage. '

5
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FOOTNOTEDS:
1) Delattre, CRAL, 1906, p. 422-432; CRAL, 1907, p. 516-531;CRAl, 1908, p. 59—69.
2)  Delettre, CRAL, 1906, p. 422, ‘ |
3)  Yaullrin, Les basilioues chrétienoes de Carthage, p. 81-100.
4) Upon his discovery of the martyrium in the spring of 1907, Delattre sent the following
telegram to UmMmie&s Inscriptions;
“Suis heureux vous annoncer découvert en morcesux dans nos fouilles
de la pierre tombale des saintes Perpélue et Felicité, Malgré lacunes
on lit apres mot martyrs les noms Seturus, Seturninus, Rebocatus,
Secundulus, Felicites, Perpetua.-Delatire”
This telegram was dutifully published in CRAL, 1907, p. 176-177. It was foilowed
however by the cbservation that in 1902, P. Gauckler found in Coarlliage, at a place -
known &s the "Monastery of St. Etienne™, 8 mosaic medallion with an inscription claming
~ hat Senc{ tu)s Seturus and Sanc(tu)s Ssturnius, wers buried there, and that Gauckler
had publismﬂ his discovery in the 1903 edition of the Bulletin Archéologique du Comité
mwwm::nnmuﬁ onp. 416,
S) CIL, YIII, no. 25038.
6}  Yicloris Episcopi Yilensis, Hisloria Persecutionis Africanse Provinciee, !, 111, 9.
7)  Delatire, crm.wm p. 176-177.
8) Ennabli, ] 3
9) DuvaltlEERAL84p 116.
10)  VYeultrin, Le: es chratiennes de Carthac =
11)  Delaltre, CRAL, 1917, p. 509; Lapeyre, Carthage, p. 57; Lecierq, DACL, 11/1 p. 35,
fig 7860.
12)  Duval, MEFRA,t 84,p.1117 fig. 19andp. 1119.
13)  Yeultrin, Les basiliques chrétiennes de Carthage, p. 83.
14)  Duvel, MEFRA, . 84,p.1119. : .
15) - Youltrin, Les hastHoues chrétiennes de Ca oge, p. 82; Duval, MEFRA, L. 84,p.1117.
16)  Delattre, CRAL, 1906, p. 442; Vaultrin, Les hasiliques chrétiennes de Carthage, p. 82;
Leclerq, DACL, 11/1p. 348nd DACL, 11 p. 22-33.
17} Duval, MEFRA,t.84,p. 1117, fig. 19.
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Delattre: CRAL-1917, p. 509, fig. 2.

Delottre, CRAL. 1917, p. 509, many well known plans such as eclerq, DACL, 11/1,

p. 36, 11§, 7860; Lapeyre, Carthege, p. 57 and Veultrin, Les bastliques chrétiennes ce
Carthage, pl. X, were all based on Delatire’s plan and use rectangles to indicate the
positioning uf the supports. In the case of the besilica of Dermesh | at Carthage, eerly
photdgrephs clearly indicate that the bays of the nave and side aisles were separated
from eech other’ by columns, (see P. Cintas, Manue] dArchéolagie Puniaue, pl. XLI1).
Neverlhele&s wicely circuleted plans such es Yeultrin, thmumummmm
Carthage, pl. XYIIf, show only Lhe rectangular plinths of the columns. It may be that the
same convention was followed with Delattre’s plon_fi H_t;idfn. '
Delattre, CRAL, 1907, p. 521,

Delattre, CRAL, 1907, p. 518,

Veultrin, Les basiligues chrétiennes de Carthage, p. 83. ,

The mtnortty of the survwmq inscriptions have teen published by L.Ennabliin Les
rihage , Rome 1982,

Ennabli, miumummmmmmmnmm p. 69.

Delattre CRAL, 1907, p. 529, fig. 5; Ennabli, Les inscriplinns funéraires cheétiennes

_m_Cnttnmnp233

Delattre, L'épigraphie funérajce chrélienne a Carthage. p 14.

Delattre, CRAL, 1907, p. 516

Delsttre, CRAL, 1907,p. 518-519. -

Fragments of anamphorawere found under similar conditions 8l a basilica in Uppenna,
where they are believed lo have been used to house parchments; see Yaultrin, Les
basiligues chretiennes de Carthage, p. 84.

Delatire, CRAL, 1907, p. 520.

Delattre, QBAL 1907,p. 517, fig. 1.

Deistire, CRAI, 1907, p. 516-519.

Yaullrin, me_]_]m_mcﬂmnes(bmm p. 86 and 90. These people were not
Carthaginians, but had been brought 1o Carthege from Thuburbo Minus, { Tebourba).
Yibia Perpetua was a young matron from one of Thuburbo Minus's weelthiest Roman
families; Felicites ond Revocatus were her sleves, Seturninus end Secundulys were
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freed men. They were joined volunterily by Seturus, a deacon who had spparently

‘played an active role in their conversion. The veneration and cult of these mertyrs was

wide spreed In entiquity, not only in North Africa, but also in Rome. The names of

_ Perpétua and Felicites were later incorporated in the Eucharistic prayers of the Roman

Cathalic Church and remain there even today, albeil not it the most commonly used

versions, See also, Passio 55 Perpetuse et Felicitatis, Ruinart, Acta Mert. 1689,
p. 86-96.

Yautrin, Les bastligues chréllennes de Carthage, p. 91
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The Bastiica of Mcidfa
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CHAPIER YIil: THE BASILICA OF SL_CYPRIAN
INTRODUCTORY NOTE: - . /
Like \he hasihica of Medfa, the bastica of St Cyprian was not 'n food cnrcition &t the
tima of the original excavations; nor wers the methods used In 1t5 axcavations sdequata by

modern standards. The surviving material and & recent re-evaluation of the site have brought
forth some interesting contributions to our knowledge of ear'y Christian architecture.

THE BUILT ENYIRONMENT

Just outside the northern walls of ancient Certhage neer the adge of a steep cliff
~ overleoking the Bay of Junis are the remains of a vast Christian basilica. The besilica was
discovered in 1915 by Delattre, who subsequently supervised its excavation between 1 915 and
“1920' Since that time the ruing have been known By two nsmes: rnost often it is called
the"Bastlica of S Cyprian”, taking the name from a text of Procopius that states “Carian,
noly maon, 15 reverenced abave all others by the carthsginisns.  And they hsve
rounced & very naé’ewarm_t-' temple In his honour before the ses-shore, in which
ey conduetl 311 other customary services, ang also celebrate there g resirval

which they call the cyorisns” 2 Gceasionally, the basilica has besn referred to as the

Dostlica of Ste. Monique ( see below ).

Preaurmnq that the site Nigs been correctiy 10entified by scholars &5 1he one dedicated
10 the memaory of C\/pr an, there fs sufficten! textual evionne 1o indicate Lhal the site wes usad
as such from an ear iy date. The temple of which Procapius speaks was clearly built pricr 1o the
Vendal conquest, for he goes on 10 Say: TAus lempie (e Vordils look  rom 1re
Christians by violence In lhe reign of Honorie Ard they straightwsy drove cut
their priesis from e cemple In areal dishonor " 3 in book ¥ of his Confessions, St
Augqustine tells of percuacing his mother on the night he boarded a ship bound for Maly m ;v‘?y
hat night 1n 3 ,a/de,e hard by our ship, where there was an orslory ére .. in
memerv or St evprian ™3, (hence the reference 1o Ste. Monigue). Augustine's departure

s
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ﬁ;om Carthage has been dated to ¢ 383 AD
!

V ctor Yitensis mentivis !wo places sacred o the memory of Cyprian, one where the
bishep is c-a}d ‘0 have been executed, the-other where he 15 buried. There 15 some quesllonus»m“———”
whether either of these places is the site by the <ea mentioned by Augustine and Procopius as
Yictor Yitensis does not clearly specify the Jocation of either site, stating oniy thal they were
located outside the city walis®, While Procopius clearly stales thal lhe temple by the sea was
laken aver by Honoric, Yictor Yitensis claims that both the exccution site and the bursal site
were wuinfiscated under the reign of Honoric's father, Gizeric® This 1s not intended to cast doubt
on either histar ian, but to under line scme of the problems with the tex'.al ewdénce, and o raise
the possibility, as Monceaux has suggested7. of there being a third cenler cedicated to the

memory of Cyprian. Mone of the sbove texts make any reference to the sice or appearance of
these buildings.

The sye tsell was used long tefore the Christian era, posmibly &5 early as Punic
times. 11 has been sugoested by W Frend, thatl the remains of an garler siruclure unearthed
along the nartheastern wall of the basiiica ars thosa of a pagan tampie dedicaléd to Securiias.
Frend alsn 3YQGests that & cistern found 1n the atrium of the basilica testifies 10 an exrline
domes: ic ocsupation of the sited.

Before the present Dasilica was Duiit, the site was used by Christians as a cemetery. 11|
was obsarved oy Dalatire at the ume of :xiavations, thal the eastern wall of the coanratum
popull nad Deen ouﬂt over earlier Christian hurmlsg After excavations were completed,
Delatire re<’orod the walls of the basitica. Emgraphic materal surviving from this excavation )
has s1nce Deen reevalusted by L. Ennabit, who nes divided the. mscr-mtmns into four qroups.
Group | rontzins the oloest inscriptions, dating from the end of the fourth century to the very
garly {ifth century. Groups 1t and |11 both date from the time of the Yengal occupation, group 1!
has a single epitaph dated 10 4,9, while e matz al ' Graup i wopears 10 date {rom just

)
prior o ‘e Syzentire reconquest. The ur'™m and final qroup containg matersal from the
Byzantine era'®

-
~
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Recent studies of the nurmerous pottery sherds collected by Delattre indicate that the
sile wes used after he Arab conquest from as early &s the gighth cenlury to as lals a5 the
fifteenth. Al some point a sméﬁ lurret was built in pari over the western lateral wall of the
quedcatum populi. The date of this tower is uncertain! !, '

In 145 present state very Vitlle rarmalng {n sity. Litlle mare than low slubis of wall can
be seen beneath the vegetation. Shrubs and small trees qrow fresly in the guadeatum popull.
Tocsy the bastiica stte fs surrounded by private houses.
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. The basilica of S Cyprisn 15 a vast structure, measuring 71.34 in length aad
35755m in width'2. 11 is preceded fn the south by an atrium, and ends in \he north with a large

U-shaped apse ( sea Plata XXXV1). The arsa behind, or immediately north of, the apse has not yet
been excavated.

Earlier plans depict all the walls of the quam:a_t_:m populi and atrium as baing at right
anytes 1o one and other. Recent surveys of the basilica hava revealed that this is not the casa!3.
The basilica lies along an axis that s roughly Nofth/South, with the atrium in the south and the

apse in the norih. This orientation corresponds 1o neither the rural nor the urban cadsstration
of Carthage'4. '
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" sublerranean room 18.00m long, 4.25m wide and 5.00m deep” The-long axis of this structure
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The basilica is preceded by en large trapezoidal atrium (see Plate XXXYI). The
northern and southern ends of the atrium are the same width as the basilica, 35.65m. The
western sice is approximalely 21.50m long while the eastern side is only about 20.50m long.
Insige, the eastern, western‘ and southern sides of the atrium were lined by porticoes. The
quu'mns of the port!coe_s stood c. 4.00m from the atrium wall. There were nine columns along
the southern end of the atrium and five along the eastern and western walls, for a total of 17
columns. All columns were spaced at regular intervals of 3.20m 'S Excavalors do not mention

finding any traces of porticoes along the norlhern end of ihe atrium.
In the center of the atrium, perperdicuiar to the long axis’of the basilica, is a narrow

is alsu parallel to the long east-west axis of the chevet. The room is thought to have been covered
by a barrel vault, supported by three piisslers, of which only the toothing stones survive. Tl;e
nilasters were olaced al eguidistant iniervéls of 4.50m along the northern and sﬁuthern walls of
\he room and couid have supported arch bands along the barrel vault'®. The center set of
mlaslers was al:gned with the central axis of the bastlica. Delattre noticed traces of wall
paintings &t the time of excavaticn, but no stairway leading down into the room was found, Inf the
eastern wall of the room 1,60m above the.floor, was a small (0.70m square) niche!”. It is not
clear what the niche was used for The room was filled with a consicerable quantity of
.architectural debris, inciuding fragments of column shafls, capitals, cornices, chancel plagues,
and thin SU‘IDS‘Of marble. Sculpted fragments of sercophagi and Christisn epitapris were
abundant, but the room does ot appear to have been a funeral chamber Three bronze Sroches as
weil as lamps from Lolh the Christian-and Arab periods were fgnd in the room '8, L. Ennabli
suggests that the roor;m was originally built as 2 cistern and that the wall paintings are from a
subsequent reuse of the room, the date of which is not certain'?.

Near the,nortneastern corner of the atrium was a Punic sty'e cistern 8.75m Yory and
1.75m wide. Delattre coes not menticn whather the cistern had been reusec - 3 bur:al cham.ber
or f debris of any sort was found. The remaining free space 10 the atrium wes filled with
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burials. Excavators did not mention the range of date or ary spectal groupings of the burials. -

The principal entry appears 1o have besn via a arge door centered on the long axis in
the southern fagada of the basilica. This is appsears (o be the only er{tryway in ‘Ii'n} ‘ra,-we of the
. hastlica and may have been almost 8s wide as the central nave itsell, There are four side entries

into the basilica, three along the sastern waii of the quadratum populi and a single entry in the
\yestern wall. The eastern doorways gpen into the fifth, seventh, and eteventh bays of the
exterior sire alsle. 1p single enlry along the weslern wall also opens onto the fifth bay of the
exterior side aisle. No architectural elements such &s jambposts, door sills, or thresholds have

survived from any of these entryways. There is no indication that any of them were preceded by
smatl porches. ‘
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IHE QUADRATUM POPULI ‘

The auadratum populi is 8 vast, -poorry squared rectangle 61.60m long and 35.55m
wide (ses Plate XXXVI). I is divided by six colonnades into a broad central nave and six side
aisles. The centra) nave is 11.35m wide and was lined to either side by thirteen pie\rs or
columns that divide the nave into fourteen bays. The exact type of support used along the central
nave i3 uncertsin. On Delatire’s plan, the positioning of ail supports in the guadratum populi is
indicated by black squares; the squares flanking the nave are significently larger than those
indicating the position of the lateral colonnades20. Several interprétations are passible: the
nave may have been lined by a series of piers, although this is not 8 common solution in Tunisia;
it is more probable that thg squeres indicate the presence of stronger foundations for larger or
doubled columns. Moderp-plans differ slightly; Ennabli has cautiousty used only a smatl circle to
pinpaint the spot whereltraoes of a support or its foundation are located. Duval hes restored 8
series of muble columns along the flanks on the neve and single columns belween the side
aisles2!. While Duval's proposed restoration is o realislic one, hl( le archeeological evidence .
survives 10 provide concrete proof of this arrangement. The remaining four colonnades each had
thirteen single columns. The aisles were approximately 4.00m wids. The colum#s found inside
the basilica had been taken from a variety of earliér strur,tures and differed in both styles and
dimensions22. : ‘

- .

The western wall of the guadratiim populi is not perpendiculer to the lateral wells of
the nave, but rather corresponds to the horizontal axis of the apse and two sacristies, ( the long
axis of the subterrenesn structure in the atrium is elso paretlel to the Tong 'nc;rlh-‘south axis of
the cheveti. The columns themselves were placed perpendiculsr 10 the esstertt well of the
basilica, and therefore are not equidistant from the eastern and western walls of the quadcatum
poguli. As 8 resull, the eastern exterior side aisle becomes progressively wider as il approaches
lhé northern end of the basilica. Likewise, lhe,}western exterior side aisle becomes narrower as
it nears the southern end of the basilica23.

In the the tenth bay of the western interfor siddeisle is a well over 5.00m deep. A
number of small Roman cisterns were also found in the populi of the basitica. Many

v
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hed been trensformed inlo funersl chepels24. Much of the remsining spate in the quadcatum
mu was filled with groups of Christisn burials. Atthough Delattre identified several specific
groups of burials in the cent(al nsve he provmed fittle information concermnq the location of
most other burials. Instead the word “"tombeeux”, hes been written lengthwise in each of the
sice aisles on his p\an"’s. Mam,; of the stone slabs on which the varfous epltapﬁs were inscribeg
were removed by Delattre, who claims to heve gethered over 9,400 fregmerits of funersl
inscriptions from nearly every period of Christian history in Carthage26. In light'of her recent
studies, Ennabli suggests that this estimate migh} be somewhat opttmistic,'pojnting out that of
the 471 inscriptions published between 1916 and 1940, only 125 can be eccounted for todey27.

Excavator's do not mention the type of roofing that might have been used to covér the
basilica: however, given its substential dimensions, roof tiles sdpported on a tie beam trués is
the most likely solution. | \
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At the northernend of the cendral nave s a targe U-shaped apse. Inside, the apss has a
mexirium width of 3.58m and is 9.74m deep?B (see Plalc XXXVI). The floar of the apse was
L anwe' the floor of the quadratum popull, and was accessible by way of several stebs?®,
Excavatnrs rio nat specify by how much tha Nogr of zpe apse might have bean rafsed .

10 éither side of the open end of the a7 % Toungations for columns supporting an arch at
.the head of the apss wers foundS9. At the time of the exgavation Delattre reported seeing the
remains of a transverse colonnede ecross the entry of the apsed!. Vaultrin confirms the
* existence of this transver se colonnade (which has since been lost) as late as the early 1930's32,
The columns ars thought to'be part_of an imndstasis thal may have isoiated the apss from+ihe rest
of the basilicad!. - | | '
~ Al some point Lhe exterior wall of the apse was built up and reinforced by five strong
bultresses. When or fér what rwnsﬁwas dbne is uncertain. It is, however, possible that

the presence of the strong buttresses Indicales that the apse was covered Dy a new half domé that
was either very heavy ar urusually high™2, .
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IHE NORTHEASTERN SACRISTY

trntnediately esst of 1he apse is a large reclangular sacristy ¢.12m wide and ¢.9.50m
deep, just slighlly shallower than the apse itsslf. (see Palle XXXVi). The room is in a very poor
state of pre's:e}vdi!on and the doorways are gifficult t'o'distinguish. Tha sanristy was clearly not
accessibie from the an=a, whose curved wall marked the western limit of the ruoii. The sacristy
gty have been acoessibie from the quadatum nopuli threugh & small door in the southeastern
corner 6f the room. The southern wall of the sacristy is common with the northern wall of the
Quadratum populi. | ittle remains of the sastern wall, but il appears 10 bs an axlension of the
quedratum popy't's eastern wall, The northern wall 15 als0 poorly preserved; it 15 paratlel 1o 1he
northern watl of the guadratum popull #nd 2ppeers 10 heve had two doors '1eadinq into the areas
north of the chevet, which have not been axcavaleddd. Although lhé floor pavement has nol
survived, it is beleved to have been on the Same leve) as the (1oors of: the Quadratum poputiSS, |

THE NORTHWESTERN SACRISTY

The sacristy immediately west of the apse is consideraply smatler than its sastern
counterpart and forms a poorly squared reclany’y ©. 7.75m wide and 8.25m deep. This sacristy
appears 1o be a iate addition and has anly one wall common with the basilica, the northern wall of
the quegdeatym popull which was used to form 1ts southern wall (see Plate XXX¥1). The eastern
wall stood immediately west of {ha buttressing ‘ﬂhat was added to reinforce the apse. Thera was no.
cﬂmmunicat\ori detween the apse and this sacristy. Unlike 15 eastern co)lml.erport. the later 4l
wall of the quadratum pepult dues 1ot continue to form the exterior wall of the sacristy. Insted,
a ngw wall was buiid several maters aast of the basilica's north- western t‘::o,rnen This wall 15 not
perpendicular 1o the basihea's lateral wall, but slepes gradual l.y wesiward The norther n wall of
the sacristy was reinforceC with Suttresses, and had = s:ngle doorway at i1s norheastern end
lsading into 1he area bernd the shivet, still unexcavates-U inside, were two columns aligned
with the columns of the two westernmest colenniges. Therr purnose 15 unclear. The sacristy

floor is believed to have been raised 1o thz same Jeve! as the floor jf the apse”’.
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THE SANCTUARY

Durng the courss of the driginal excawirations Delattre discovered the remains of
altar platform straddling the ninth and tenth bays of the central neve38, Traces of column basi,
found at the four Corners of'the platform indicate that the altar was probab‘ly covered by a
baldaquin. Although numerous fragments of delicalely warked chancel rail were found sq‘attered

aboit the nave, not encugh evidence has survived to enable the reconstruction of the sancluary
boundariessd,
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Once a;am as for the basilica of Mgidfa, the poos state of prwervatmn and lack of
adequate excavation notes have seriously hampered eny auempls 10 accuralely date the hasilica
, Nevertheleés this basilica should not be overlooked. The basilica of St Cyprian has many
similerities 1o the basilica at Mgidia Both are built outside the city walls on sites thal hed
already been used by the local. Christian population over 8 fong period of time. Basilicas with
sucimassive dimensions are not found outsuh—-mg raglon of Carlhage The axtremely high
concentration of burials is also restricted 4o the area araum Carthage.

£0000
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The ear hest Christian basilices identified in Tunigia date between he middie of the
fourth century and the early fifth. Lack of epigraphic material, cutmooded excavation techniques,
and thé generally puur slate of preservation at many sites, have preventend archaeologists from

establishing deles #ith greater precision. Despite these problems, seyeral characteristics can
be ascribed 1o this initial phase.

Although a number of Lhese early basilicas are priented roughly east-west, \\;illl lheir
apses at the westernmost end, it does not appear to be the actual compass point that influenced
orientation, The mﬁin axis of these basilicas was more oflen than not dictated by the street grid,
by the foundations of an earlier structure, or simply by the space available. This can be seen at

Sbeilla, where the basilica of Bellator makes use of the stylobate left in sity from an earlier
occupation of the site! and where the basilica of Yitalis appears 1o follow the orientation of
ear lier, bul as yel unexcavated structures?. In Bulla Régia, where maximum use was made of
limited space, both the street grid and the small lot on which the basilica was built played a part
in determining the besilica's alignment. The guadratum. populi appears 10 have been fitled
carefully in the avai]able‘ space, while the chevet of {he main basilica was built immediately
against the edge of the street. The exterior wall of the chevet follows the Tine o‘f the streel rather
than running perpendicular to the central axis in the matn body of the basilicad.

/

Principal entryways generany appear {o have been alidned with the cenlrat axis of the
nave and placed at the opposite end of the basilica {rom the apse. Though entries are frequently
located at the easternmost end of the basilica, there does not appear lo have been 4 conscious

~ attempt at orientation to any compass point. Little can be sald with certainty about the principal
. entryways as few have survived. Many are thought to have been destroyed'in anthmly whien

apses were aoded o the end of the basilica opp051te the original apse, (see belm\j). Excavotory
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- now believe that the principal entries at Bellatar, Vitalis® and Bulla Regia® were all lost when
a second apse was added during a later phase of the basilica’s history7. Side doorways were
eommon. Al Bellator, considerable attenlion was given o the construction of the side doors which
were precedgx] Ly tittle porches supported on small columns. Though side entries are common,
small porches proceding them, such as those seen at Benlator, are nol. Porches were nol used on

the side doors at the neighbouring basilica‘ of Yilalis, which excavators believe to b slightly
later than Bellator.

-

Despite the popularity of the atrium in many other areas of the empire, few alria have
been identified in Tunisia. The majorit;/ of those identified precede the extramural basilicas of
CarthageB, which are difficult to date. The basilica of Melleus in Haidra is a rare example of a
basilica preceded by an atrium outside the region of Carthage?. |

Inside, a basilica's quadratum populi 1s divided into a broad central nave and side
aisies by colonnades The nave was usually bordered 1o either side by a single aisle &s in the
basilica of Beliator 19, the basilica of Melleus'! and at Bulla Regia'2. Less frequently; asinthe
bacilica of VYitalis, two side aisles are placed on eifher side of the nave'3. At Carthage, the
basilicas of St. C\/priah‘and Mgidfa stand out with their vast central naves, eleven and sixteen
meters wide respectively'd, each flanked  lo either side by three side aisles. Bul while .
. Christians.prior to the Yandal invasion in 438.clearly used the sites on which the remains of

these basilicas now sland, the poor state of t_heir‘ preservation, coupled with the unsophisticated

" methods used for their originall- excavation, have excluded them, (al least for the lime being),

from being safely seen as an example of any specific chronological category'S.

= Whether .the colonnades separating the nave and various side aisles were single or

" doubled was apparently left lo the discretion of the individual architect or his patron. In some
instances, it €an be éffectively arqued that twin columns were necessary to prcr:ide adequate
~structural s.upport, 85 in the 1arge basilica of Vitalis'f’; however iwin columns also appear in
such diminutive b-asmcaé as_that of Bulla Regfa'’. The columns themselves were frequently
recycled from ear lier monuments. When all material could nol be acquired from a single source,

acertain attempt at uniformity was usually made through the selection of architectural elements

+

——
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similar m bolh style and proportion. Less oommonly the differént elements of a colonnade were
cut specmcully for an ndividual basilica; this appears to have been done for the basilics of
Vitalis '8

The foors of the nave and side aisles could be covered with a simple cement pavement
as seen in the basilica of Bellator'9, or with flagstones as were found both in Bulle Regia and at
the basilica of Melleus 20. Mosaic pavements, 4hough less frequent, are nol uncommon in esrier
basilicas. When they are used, their i:ies:'gn is somber and geometric; this is 6lear]y ilustrated
with the Phase | mosaics found in the basilica of Vitalis?'. '

*

-

Opposite the main entryway st the end of the nave was an apse. These a;-ms either
semi-circular or U-shaped, could be fres-standing, as at Bellator22, or encased in a solid
masonry frame &s at Bulla Reg1323 and Vitelis24, Inside, the open end of the apse corresponded
roughly to the width of the nave. The floor was rarely raised more than several centimeters
above the floor of the qmtm_um[muh Lhese apses were ususlly covered with half domes built
with poltery vaulung lubes and concrele,

A single sacristy commonly stood on sech flenk of the apse forming a tripartite
(sacristy-apse~-sacrisly) chevel. These sacristies were wusually éccessible from ihe
corresponding side aisle; less frequently (s in Melleus), 22 through the apsé as well.

The sanctuary was axigl, standing just slightly closer 10 the apse then to the main
entry. The altar was centered along the axis of the neve and wes generelly surrouncbd by a
chancel raii?® The senclusries were small, thus the altar, centre of cult activity, though
physically separate because of the rail, wes never far removed from the general populace?’.

. i o

Simple tie besm trusses covered with ceramic roof tiles were used to cover these

basilicas,
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hristian Basilicas during the Yandal Peri

The Yandal ocvupalion appears to have had limited influence on basilica architecture.
That is to say, the Yandals appear to have built few basilicas for themselves, and to have done
little to alter those alresdy standing It is mot impossible thet a number of the pré—vand‘al‘
basilicas were damaged during the years of the Yanda! nccﬁpation. Yandals wer'e‘notorigus for
allowing city walls to fall into ruin:’a, and were reputed to have stebled their horses and other
animals in certain churches®?. In other instances, however, the Yandals are said to have simply

taken over for themselves pre-existing basilica:s and the cuits associaled wilth them, including
that of the distinctly Carthaginian martyr,(Nprianm.

The damage that occurred during the years of Yandal occupation may not all be the
result of deliberate destruction. It is possible that, for lack of funds, many communities were
unable to maintain their basilicas, which thus deteriorated simply through neglect. While there _
is littie question that numerous African Christians were killed or tortured by the Yandals,
especially during the reign of Henoric3!, other Vandal leaders. notably Trasamundus, were
"especially gifted with Jistretion and highmindedness 32, llceric, though he enjoyed only a short
period on the Yandal threne, wés a personal friend of Justinian and like Trasamundus was more
inclined to be lenient towards the Catholic population?3. Difficull as it-right be to imagine that
basilica architecture remained totally static for nearly a century, there is limited evidenca to
the contrary. The tomd of the bishop Yictorinus in the besilica of Melleus>? is one of the: few
testimonies gf Vandal construction, and it is on'a smali scale. The removal in antiquity of the
superstructure from Yictorinus's tomb, lesving only the grave itself, might well be an

indication of what happened to other Yandal changes or construction on a small scale. If this was
" the case it is hardly surprising that little Yandal material has, survived. At -lhg basilica of
Bellator, excavators suggest thgt the initial construction of a smalt apse at the northern end of
the basilica and the Phase !l modifications of the sanctuary could also dale from the late Yendal
period, though they do not attribute these changes to the Vandals, but to the local Catholic
population35. As there does not appear to be archttectural or physical archaeological criteria

for distinguishing between contemperary Christian and Yanda) constructions, this argument
appears circular, : _
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Sorne of \he earliest examples of intramura) burials date from the years of the Yandal
occupation. This practice appears initially  have been restricted to pesple of a certain
importance, such as the Bishop Yiclorinus in the basilica of Melleus. '

Christian Rasilicas after the Byzantine

Shortly after the Byrantine reconquest in 535, many of the basilicas included in this
study appear to have undergone a campaign of extensive construction. The most striking fealure
of this period was the reorientation of ‘many basilicas. A reorientation usuaHy. involved the
construction of a new apse at the opposile ond of the central nave from the original apse,
especially in intramural basilicas. This can be seen in Sbeitla'at Bellator3®, in Bulla Regiad?,
end in Haidra at the basilica of Mel!éuﬁa, where & new sanctjary was instélled ot the eastern
end of the central nave even though no new apse had been built3%. This reorientation wes so
consistent that it should almost certainly be seen as characteristic of Byzantine'inﬂuence in
Tunisia. There is only one known example of a besilica built during the Byzantine period with
its sanctuary at the western end of the nave: the citade! basilica at HaidraC. An exception to the
general rule of orientation may have been made in this particular instance as space inside the
fortified area was almost certainly at a premium. Still, it should be stressed that construction
of an "eaétern" apse or sanctlary rarely sighiﬁes an orientation in the strictest sense of the
word. In certain instmées, notably at the besilicas of Yitalis and Bellator in Sbeith, excavaters
' speak in terms of eastern and western apses, when in fact both basilices lie along a North-East /
South-west axis, which is only 20° east of gebgraphic north in the case of Vitalis?!, and 220
«east of geagrephic north in the case of Bellator2. At-Uie besilica of Melleus in Haidra the
original'pre-\’mc_ial basilica lies along an East/West exis with its original sanctuary at the
western end of tr;e basilica. When.a new sanctuary‘was installed at the opposite end of the
basilica, the orientation continued to conform to the compass directions. 43

Sanctuar ies instal'led ddrinq the Byzantine period were placed much closer to the new
apse or “eastern” end of the basilica, than sanctuaries of the earlier ph'&ses had been -to the
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-~ original apse or presbyterium. Though altars remained cenlered along the axis of the nave they
became progressively more isolated from the general congregation as the aréa delimited around
the altar by the chancel rails was increased. In some instances, such as in the basilica of Vitalis
at Sbeitla, nearly llie entire len(jth%hd width of the central nave was isolated from the rest oflthe
quagralum populi by chance! rails?é. Occasionally the alter was set on a raised plalform,
immediately in front cf the open end of the apse’ These platforms or bemas, as can be seen in
Phase |Y of Bellator3S and Phese 11 at Bulla Regia®® are generally allributed to an advanced date
of Byzantine influence rather than the period immediately following the reconquest. Reliquar ies
were frequently placed benealh these altars. Small cavities destined. lo contain reliquaries have
been found at Sbeitla in the Phase |1} sanctuary of vitalisd’ , at Haidra in both the eastern and the
western sanctuaries from Phase 111 of Melleus®® as well as in Phase i of the Citadel basilica®d,
and at Carthage in Phase |1 of the basilica of Dermesh®® and its neighbouring chapel®!. The

altars in all the abgve mentioned bdﬁilicas, 8s well as in the bastlica of Bellator, were covered
by ciboriums.

A

Thé use of mosaic Noor pavements became 1ncreasingly wldesprealduring the period
of Byzantline influence. While earlier mcsaics were generally somber geometric pavements,
Byzanlihe pavemenls, especially laler ones, were often ‘very ornate, depicting exolic plants,
birds and other animals. Bulla Regia provides a fine exampl'e of both figurative and geomelric
mosaics®? as do the chapel and annex roo-ms of the Dermesh basilica in Carlha;e53. In Sheilla,
Tragments of a peacock and lotiform {lowers were found in connection with the phase 111 apses of
Vitalis®4. in other instances large portioﬁs of the quadratlum populi rﬂ'oors were paved with

. funeral mossics: several good exemples survived until the early 1900's in Carthage at the

'.Ncidfa basilica, although tuch of what was found ol the-time of the original excavationé has
regrettably been 105155, At other basilicas, such as Melleus, mosaics do ot appear to have been
used in any context at any point of the basilica's history.

The construction of basilicas and especiélly additions 1o existing basilicas becomes
progressively more careless after the Byzantine conquest. Little effor! was made to find clumns
that matched in either size or style. At the basilica of Dermesh in Carthage not only are both
composile and Corinthian columns used but. the various coluinn shafls differ in size, colour and
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material®®. it seems unlikely that this was for stricu'y ecnnomic reasuns as the installation of
the q,mte mosaic floors must have entaiied a considerable expensa Although both smooth and
rluted ,hafts were used in the citedel basilica at Haidra, all the capitals used were CorinthienS’.
In basilicas with two apses the quality of construction used for the later apse (there are no
known examples of two contemporary apses) rarely compares favorably with the earlier abse.
This can be seen in the religious complex at Bulla Regia®® and at Sbeitla with the basilicaof
VitelisS?. Perheps the must striking exemple is the third and very late Phase [¥ apse built at
Sbeitla insice the cenlral nave of the basitica of Bellator®O. (An exception to this general
condition is in the same basilica of Bellator where the Phase |11 apse at: tﬁe northern end of the
besilica is particularly well builté'!) In other instances, and this is particularly evident in the
‘Basilica of Melleus at Haidra, rabﬁe}s and martises, {or the new chancel rails that encom passed
progr&esively' lerger aress around thé altars, were cut /into Christian epitaphsm. Crnate
tecuration (in the form of mosaics, marb'e plaques stucchi ete.) may have been used to hide poor
or careless construction techn'iques such as the rough retaining wall at the southern end of

Yitalis's northern opsef’3 or at Bulla Regin where the edge of the bema is formed by coersely
hewn blocks®4.

,

Though Lhe By=anline {ondness for tbmeg and vaulls is well documented in other aress
of the Mediterranean. it appears 1o have had limited influgnce on the basilical architecture of
Christian Tunisia. Of the basilicas included in this study, only in the basilica at Bulla Regia do
" domes and possibly barrel vaults appear 1o have been added to the basilica proper®S. In Sbeitla

vaulling may have been added but only to several small annex rooms at the southern end of the . ©

basilica, and above the baptistery®®. | '

‘/’ N . . .-

- Int.ramural burial, which may have started during the Vandal occupation, becomes
increasingly comman dyring the Byzarili‘ne’ period. By the seventh century the pf‘éctice is
widespread. Burials have  been found in atciums®? and entryways®®, scattered about the
quadratum Mf’g or clustered near the s::mcluz;u*m:,70 Epitaphs, albeit only a few were even
Tound inside the citadel basilica of Haidra, where space must have been at a premium’!. Some of
these burials, especially the anepigraphic burials, may date to shortly after the Arab conquest,
aithough this can be confirmed unly in such isolated cases as that of a child buriat in the basilica

’
’
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of Bulla Regia which contained a cache of Ummayad coins’2. Af-Dermesh, the only intramural
Car thaginian basitica included in this survey, no buria]gW

I11s an interesting feature of the bastlical architecture,of Christian Tunisia, that over
1he course of three and a half centuries there is very litlle architeclural inngvation. The ear liest
basilicas, whether they clung to the o_uiskirts of town or were fitled into an available space
nearer to the lown's center, appear to have been essentially funclional structures. These
“basilicas were solidly bum._Their architects rarely indulged in munumentality or unnecessar‘y
detai?ing. The wide central nave ﬂanked '59 either side by asingle side aisle reflect a simplicity
of form that was 1o survive virtual ly unchanged, through a century of Yandal rule and well inlo
the Byzantine era. Had more inlernal decoration, such as wall paintingé, survived it might have
been possible 1o document subtle changes in stylistic .olr even {heological lendencies.

While 2 period of relative prosperity followed the Byzantine reconquest, the
immediale architectural changes/ were essentially cosmelic and consisted primerily of
instailation of new pavements, and presumably repairs 1p neglecled roofs and walls. The
reorientation of numeraqus basilicas is the single most siriking change. It is an inleresting point
in tself that the Christians of the late sixth and early seventh century Tunisia clung to their
original basilicas apparently unimpressed by the dome and cross plan whlch was now enjcrymg
considerable success in other areas of the empire, notably at Constantinople, (St. Soph:a
(532-7); St Irene, [532]; S Sergics and Bakchod, [536)); and .Ravenna, (St Yitale,
[S46-8]). With the possible exception of Bulla Regia, there appears lo have been little
ex"perimentation with domes and vaults. Whether this simply reflecls o wonservative atlitude

among North African Christians, or is a resull of energy and resources spent on religlous
controversies and political upheaval, remains o be seen. '

Surviving mosaic pavements and pieces of architectural sculplure mdicaté adelinite .
preference for ornate andrichly coloured decoration. There is a marked ‘Lendency away from the
plastic realism of ear'ier Reman painting and mosaics, towards a styhzation of vegetal and
animal motifs. Representations of humans appear naive, especially if jurged by the standards of |
second. and third cf.;ntury Romen mosac portraiture 1n North Africa: Although no significant.
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3 , - v
‘fraqmenls of wall paintings fram this period have been pre‘seryed, Gauckler's description of the

now lost wall paintings in the b;ptistery of the Dermesh basilica seem 1o indicale that the same” -
laste for stylized opulence was as prevalent in painting as it was in .mosaic and architectural

v ]

sculpture.

| One tendency that can be Tollawed from the late {ourth eentury Lhr_ough to the end of
the-Byzantine era is the progressive 1solation of the altar from the congrag}nti;)n. Not o;ﬂy is an
increasingly larger area around the altar encompassed by chancel rails, but, by the late sixth
and early seventh centuries, the altar itself is _{’requenily seton a l;aised platform or bema set
immediately in {ront of {he easternmost apse. '

- TOWARDS FURTHER WCRK :

. Considerable contributions have been make to the study of Christian a‘rchaeolcgy in
Tunisia over the course of Lhe past few decades. 1 is neveriheless evident {hat much work
remains 10 be done. It would be very useful for someone tu study the many previousty
" unexcavaled basilical sites. Re-evalustion of the nUterous basilicas excavated prior o Tunisian
independence in 1956 could alsa prJvz; enlightening. N. Duval's re-excavations of the basilicas
of Bellator and Yitalis at Sbeitla, the basilica uf Melleus &t Haidra, and the small basilica in
Bulla Regia, have provided a wealth of information, much of which was missed by the original
excavators. L. Ennabli's re-evaluation of the St Cyprian énd Mcidla basilicas in Carthage hes

- made it possible to correct misconceptions and to clarify many difficult points. This work needs
1o be continued and expanded.

In recent years il hes becoms incraé_éingiy evident that the ratg at which many ancient
sites succumb 10 the ravages of lime or hurﬁ’an indifference, far exceeds the ava'ilability and
resources of the archaeologist to keep abreast of the problem. Thus, it is of primary importance, -
in furthering this field of study, that an index of all knewn Christian basilicas in Tunisia be
mmhﬂeﬂ a5 500n a5 possible. Such an index would need 1o include the precise location,
orientation and condition of the surviving "monuments. It is of equal importance that the-

_mqnuments be properly survéyed and mepped, and their measurements recorded. A precise



visual record hotograph or illustration) should be made of all material surviving in sily,
( mosaic floors, column bases, bemas etc.). Similariy_. delails of fallen architectural elements

remaining on the site should be recorded. Special attention to detoration. s1gns of wear and signs

of previous use would also be valuable. Inscriptions, even fragmemary‘. should be prouperly
recorded and illustrated, with special aliention given to the location of those ig sity.

An index ‘of this nature wom a vilslly 1mp0rtant research lool for the student of
late Roman and early Christian archllecture The resulls uf such a stuo‘y would refine and expand

our general knowledge of the Christian basilica in Tunisia It would prowda researchers with a

comprehensive picture of what is now known and \should prove to be instrumental in
establishing new excavation prlormes
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