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ABSTRACT

The results of the 1998 provincial election in Quebec reveal the existence of six
distinct “electoral regions” in the province. The concentration of the vote for the three
major political parties, the Parti Québécois (PQ), the Parti libéral du Quebec (PLQ) and
the Action démocratique du Québec (ADQ) defines these regions, in conjunction with
information provided by a geographical and statistical database of indicators representing
spaces, actors and rationales of action. The portrait of Quebec afforded us by an analysis
of such a research database suggests strongly that there are “many Quebecs” rather than a
unitary Quebec. A Quebec seeking to remain a political unity must culturally recognise
the existence of six distinct regions within it, a number of which differ on basic matters
with the majority culture of the province.

Les résultats des élections provincielles de 1998 au Québec montrent bien
I’existence de six “régions électorales” distinctes dans la province. La concentration du
vote pour chacun des partis politiques majeurs, le Parti Québécois (PQ), le Parti libéral du
Québec (PLQ) et I'Action démocratique du Québec (ADQ) définit ces régions, en
conjonction avec les renseignements contenus dans une base de données géographique et
statistique des indicateurs représentant les espaces, les acteurs et leurs motivations pour
I’action. Le portrait du Québec qui émerge d’une analyse d’une telle base de données
suggere fortement qu’il y a “plusieurs Québecs” et non seulement un Québec unitaire. Si
le Québec voudrait rester une unité politique, il doit reconnaitre au plan culturelle
I’existence de six régions distinctes au sein de la province, dont plusieurs ne s’entendent
pas en matiére de questions fondamentales avec la culture majoritaire de la province.
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I. ELECTORAL REGIONALISM AND THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL GENERAL
ELECTION OF 1998

This dissertation is a critical analysis of the provincial general election held on 30
November 1998 in the Canadian province of Quebec. In that election, the residents of
Quebec chose government by the Parti Québécois (PQ), a party which advocates the
political sovereignty of the province and its independence from Canada, for a second
consecutive term of office and for the fourth time in a period of twenty-two years. The
main opposition party, the Parti libéral du Québec (“Liberal Party of Quebec” or PLQ),
was defeated by a decisive majority in terms of the number of seats won in Quebec’s
provincial legislature, the Assemblée Nationale du Québec (“National Assembly of
Quebec”), though it won a slim plurality of the popular vote province-wide.

The distribution of the vote to the main parties winning seats to the National
Assembly seemed pronounced in a géographic sense, with identifiable regions in the
province disproportionately supporting the PQ and the PLQ over all their rivals. The
pattern of the vote distribution across regions within Quebec was markedly similar in
1998 to what it had been in previous elections. This dissertation explores the geographic
character of the vote in the 1998 provincial general election in Quebec and the

significance of geographic voting patterns in Quebec politics.

The Results of 30 November 1998
The province of Quebec has 125 circonscriptions (provincial electoral districts or
“ridings”), which elect députés to the National Assembly (“Members of the National

Assembly, or MNAs). On the date of the 1998 provincial general election, 30 November



1998, 124 of these 125 ridings elected MNAs to the National Assembly. One riding, that
of Masson, situated just north of the city of Montreal, held a special election on 14
December 1998. The candidate for the PQ in that riding had died roughly one month
before the election date, necessitating the holding of a special election at a later date. For
the purposes of this dissertation, the results of the special election of 14 December 1998
are considered as part of the general election of 30 November 1998.

The results of the election of 30 November 1998 are shown in Table 1.

Party Number of Seats Percentage of Seats | Percentage of
in the National in the National Popular Vote,
Assembly Assembly Province-Wide
Parti Québécois (PQ) | 76 60.8% 42.9%
Parti libéral du Québec | 48 38.4% 43.6%
(PLQ)
Action démocratique 1 0.8% 11.9%
du Québec (ADQ)
Other Parties and 0 0% 1.6%
Candidates
Total 125 100% 100%
Table 1.
Seat Distribution and Popular Vote for Quebec Political Parties Represented in the
National Assembly.

Source: Directeur-Général des Elections du Québec |DGEQ), 1998a

As was mentioned previously, the PQ won a majority of seats in the National
Assembly in 1998, despite having lost the popular vote to the PLQ. Due to Quebec’s
“first-past-the-post” electoral system, seats in the National Assembly are awarded only to
those who receive the most votes at the level of the provincial riding. This system
rewards parties which have moderate levels of support spread out over sufficiently wide

areas. Conversely, the system punishes those parties which have strong levels of support



but overly concentrated in a small area, as well as those parties which simply have
weaker levels of support, though spread out over a wide area.

In Quebec, there are three major provincial parties which constitute excellent
examples of each of the three situations described above. The PQ, led during the 1998
election by Lucien Bouchard, is an example of the kind of party most rewarded by
Quebec’s electoral system, as it had a moderate level of province-wide support, but that
support was distributed over a large number of provincial ridings. Consequently, its 43%
level of support in the province translated to victory in 76 ridings, sufficient to return Mr.
Bouchard as the premier ministre (“premier”), leader of the Quebec government.

By contrast, the PLQ, led during the 1998 election by Jean Charest, is an example
of one of the two kinds of parties not rewarded by a “first-past-the-post” electoral system.
Though it has roughly the same support in terms of the popular vote as does the PQ, the
fact that this vote came overwhelmingly from concentrated areas within Quebec meant
that the PLQ’s 44% level of support translated into victory in only 48 ridings.

A third Quebec provincial party, the Action démocratique du Québec (ADQ), led
during the 1998 election by Mario Dumont, represents the other kind of party not
rewarded well by a “first-past-the-post” electoral system. Its level of support, roughly
12% of the province-wide vote, was a good deal lower than that of the two main Quebec
provincial parties. However, worse still for the ADQ, that support is not geographically
concentrated anywhere, with the exception of one riding, the Riviére-du-Loup riding in
which the ADQ’s candidate was Mario Dumont himself. Due to the ADQ’s lack of
spatial vote concentration, winning 12% of the vote province-wide only gained the party

0.8% of the seats in the National Assembly.



The geographic distribution of the 1998 vote by riding is shown in Figure 1. The
colour of each riding on this map represents the party for which an MNA was elected for
that riding. One can immediately see in this representation of the vote a clear spatial
division between portions of the province which voted for the PQ (shown in blue on the
map) and those that voted for the PLQ (shown in red). The riding in which the ADQ
elected its leader is also evident on the map (shown in green).

The PQ found the bulk of its support in the north and centre of the province,
whereas those areas voting for the PLQ found its support near borders with other
jurisdictions, including the northeastern American states of New York, Vermont, New
Hampshire and Maine as well as the Canadian provinces of Ontario to the west and New
Brunswick to the east. As we will see in the next section of this chapter, a number of the
divisions evident on this map are thoroughgoing, and have been reproduced in many
previous Quebec elections.

In Figure 2, we see the geographic distribution of the vote by riding for the ridings
immediately surrounding the city of Montreal. On the map, one can most prominently
see the two large islands in the St. Lawrence River, the fle de Montréal (“Isle of
Montreal”, containing the city of Montreal as well as, at the time of the 1998 election,
numerous “on-island” suburbs of Montreal) and the /le de Jésus (“Isle of Jesus”,
containing the city of Laval). In addition, surrounding these two islands, a number of
Montreal’s “off-island” suburbs or “ring suburbs” are shown. There is evidently, from
what one can gather from this map, also a clear spatial distinction between parts of the
Montreal area which voted PQ and parts which voted PLQ. The PQ finds its strength

principally in the northeastern portion of the Isle of Montreal (often referred to as “East
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Montreal”), in the Isle of Jesus outside of the Chomedey riding, and in most of the ring
suburbs. The PLQ, by contrast, is supported in the southwestern portion of the Isle of
Montreal (often referred to as “West Island Montreal”), the northeastemn portion of the
Isle of Montreal (comprising “Central Montreal” and a number of on-island suburbs such
as Montréal-Nord, St.-Léonard and Anjou), the riding of Chomedey on the Isle of Jesus
and a few of the off-island ridings immediately adjacent to PLQ strongholds on the
islands. Again, as we will see in the next section of this chapter, many of the divisions
shown on this map are thoroughgoing, and have been reproduced in many previous
Quebec elections.

In Figure 3, we see the geographic distribution of the vote by riding for the ridings
immediately surrounding the cities of Hull-Gatineau, Chicoutimi-Jonquiére, Trois-
Riviéres, Quebec City and Sherbrooke. These five census metropolitan areas (CMAs)
demonstrate an inconsistent pattern in terms of their support for a particular provincial
political party. This is somewhat surprising, given that “urban agendas” often distinguish
urban voting patterns from rural voting patterns. We note on this map that the Hull-
Gatineau CMA returned a solid contingent of PLQ MNAs, whereas Chicoutimi-
Jonquiére and Trois-Riviéres returned PQ MNAs. Quebec City and Sherbrooke show

evidence of splitting their votes between the PQ and the PLQ.

Electoral Regionalism and Mechanisms in Quebec
This dissertation uses variables representing the results of the 1998 Quebec
provincial general election, in conjunction with variables representing key characteristics

of Quebec ridings, in order to determine whether there are electoral regions in Quebec.
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Electoral regions are a particular kind of political region defined specifically by
the political behaviour demonstrated in the act of voting. The concept of the political
region has been elaborated theoretically by many researchers within the geographic sub-
discipline of political geography. In this section, we will discuss a number of the
prominent theories of regionalism and political regionalism, and set the stage for this

dissertation’s enquiry into whether electoral regions exist in the province of Quebec.

An Overview of Regional Geography

Paul Claval (1998: 9-20) identifies several discrete moments in the development

of regional geography as a discipline that provides this work with a useful framework for
its general description. We will briefly recount and describe Claval’s argument in the
following few paragraphs.

In the first phase of the development of the discipline, the focus was on
describing features of populated areas. This phase was begun by the early Greek
geographer/scholars such as Eratosthenes (275-193 B.C.E.) and Ptolemy (100-178 C.E.),
and the Greek term oikumene (in modern English, “ecumene™) was coined to identify
lands populated by living creatures, particularly humans. The function of this kind of
regional geography was to promote general knowledge of areas, for those who would
understand them, but also, importantly, for administrators in ancient empires who would
administer these areas. This kind of regional geography largely ignored geographic
realities outside of space inhabited by humans.

In the second phase of the development of the discipline, the focus shifted to

promoting rational land use patterns. Land survey techniques and cartographic
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advances made it possible to plot and map areas effectively, and the spirit of the Age of
Enlightenment did much to encourage land administrators to mete and bound out regions
according to what they took to be logical or scientific principles. In France, this sort of
regional geographic practice led directly to the creation of the départements with the
advent of the French Revolution at the end of the 18" Century. These départements
continue to be used today as regional administrative units with little alteration from their
original forms. In the United States, this spirit of rationalistic regional unit design led to
the creation of square grid pattern units in many states: the counties, townships and
ranges of a good many states in the midwestern and western portions of the U.S. are
generally uniformly square or square with minimal deformations due to considerations
imposed by the physical landscape.

In the third phase of the development of the discipline, which Claval calls the
“classic phase”, the focus moved towards describing the specific patterns of interaction
of humans with the physical landscape in a specific region. Mostly, the biggest change
ushered in by this phase of the development of regional geography was the rise of the
“possibilist” school of geographic thought, alternatively known as the Vidalian
geographic school. The titular leader of this school of thought, the French geographer
Paul Vidal de la Blache, advanced a view of regional geography which stressed that
physical landscapes furnished a material setting for humans to express their
“personality”, and though the lack of certain material advantages might constitute a limit
on how that personality was expressed on the landscape, people were nevertheless free to
choose how they would employ material objects furnished in the natural world or what

they would build from these materials. In other words, the physical landscape both




11

determines, to some extent, what people may do and makes possible, to some extent,
what people may do. The Vidalian school focused more on the second part of this
picture, namely, the part of the picture emphasising how the physical landscape
empowers those who live upon it, work it or claim it in some respect to make choices —
the landscape provides a range of possibilities amongst which people may choose. The
different kinds of interactions between specific physical landscape formations and
specific sociocultural ways of life, or genres de vie, began to be the focus of geographers,
particularly in the French tradition (Buttimer 1971; Dickinson 1969; Holt-Jensen 1999;
Sanguin 1993, also cf. Evans 1981 [1973]). The tradition of regional monographs, which
took as their task a case-study description of specific genres de vie in specific landscapes,
developed during this phase of regional geographic practice.

Finally, in the fourth phase of the development of the discipline, interests in
regional regulatory mechanisms began to find expression within regional geography. In
a way, this trend in regional geography may just represent the pendulum swinging back
in geographic thought, from the Vidalian school’s optimistic, libertarian stressing of the
capacity of the landscape to confer choices back to a pessimistic, deterministic stressing
of the limits imposed by the landscape and state of human needs, both of which serve to
restrict those choices. This phase focused on elements which constrain the many
different genres de vie of differing landscapes towards universal patterns. Examples of
such elements include ecological constraints (cf. Claval 1998: chapter 4), economic
constraints (cf. Claval 1998: chapter 5) and social/cultural constraints (cf. Claval 1998:

chapter 6).
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The Vidalian tradition in regional geography emphatically does not exclude the
consideration of universal or outside, conditioning trends such as studied by
representatives of this fourth wave of regional geographers whilst considering particular
regional landscapes. On the contrary, the Vidalian tradition identifies regional
localisation phenomena as always existing within the context of exterior settings:

Ce que la géographie, en échange du secours qu elle regoit
des autres sciences, peut apporter au trésor commun, c 'est
l'aptitude a ne pas morceler ce que la nature rassemble, a
comprendre la correspondance et la corrélation des faits,
soit dans le milieu terrestre qui les enveloppe tous, soit dans
les milieux régionaux ou ils se localisent.

That which geography, in exchange for the help it receives
from other sciences, can offer to the common treasure, is the
aptitude not to break up what nature brings together, to
understand the correspondence and the correlation of facts,
be they in the terrestrial milieu which envelopes them all,

or in the regional environments in which they are localised
(Vidal de la Blache 1911, quoted in Sanguin 1993: 368,
Dickinson 1969: 211, and Roodenburg & Buesink 2002).

To put this another way, the Vidalian school did not reject that the world’s
various regions, characterised by their various distinct genres de vie, were affected by
underlying universal conditions, among which the most basic might be the laws of
physics, but also among which we might number, with varying degrees of completeness
to the universality of the conditions, the ecological, economic and sociocultural processes
which the fourth phase of regional geographic practice addressed. The school rejected
that these underlying universal conditions could never empower individuals as well as
constrain them.

Whether outside mechanisms empower or constrain, they exist and must be

recognised: this is the essential point of representatives of this fourth wave in regional
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geography. Their foundational philosophy is that realistic scientific practice is always in
search of mechanisms to explain nature — in essence, nature functions as does a machine
(Sayer 1984). Those acting within the purview of this new trend in regional geographic
practice sought to understand how this “machine” worked and to announce their results in
precise terms; for this reason, many involved in this new school of regional geographers
were oriented towards quantitative methods which could afford them this precision.
As Paul Claval notes, not all regional geographers were convinced that this last
trend in regional geography constituted a step in the right direction:
People are not robots. By considering only the regulating mechanisms,
one overlooks the diversity of human beings, their sensitivity and the
element of daydream which is always a part of their lives: a number of
aspects of observed distributions thus escapes explanation...French
geographers insist on the espace vécu [life-space] dimension of
regional existence (Claval 1998: 22).
Debates within regional geography over the extent to which humans control and
are controlled by their environment certainly have not receded into nothingness, and

indeed we may justly portray an continuing opposition between determinism and

possibilism in the discipline of regional geography to the present day.

An Overview of Political Geography

Since the question at hand at present is how, if possible, we may divide the
province of Quebec into representative electoral regions, it behooves us to also consider
the major trends in the literature of the subdiscipline of political geography. What
follows are some of the major highlights from the development of this subdiscipline.

The first major trend in political geography dealt largely with effective control

over resources and territory. This theme has been pursued by many in the so-called
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“geopolitics” school within political geography (Cohen 1969 [1963], Cohen & Kennedy
2000; Kennedy 1987; Mackinder 1969 [1904]; Mahan 1980 [1889]; Ratzel 1969 [1896];
Spykman 1969 [1944]; Whittlesey 1969 [1935].) This school of thought emphasises the
material position and capacity of actors to defend encroachments in space. These
encroachments can be described by the now-discredited German term Lebensraum or the
current and less objectionable French variant espace vécu: loosely translated, this means
a living area, and the general meaning of this concept is the “geographical area within
which living organisms develop” (Ratzel 1901, quoted in Dickinson 1969: 71). Despite
the claimed misuse of the former term by the Nazi regime in the Germany of the 1930s
and 1940s, the coiner of this term, the German geographer Friedrich Ratzel, is sometimes
credited with having introduced a key notion to the science of geography:

...[TThe term Lebensraum, in spite of its distortion by the Nazis, is

one of the most original and fruitful of all concepts in modern geography.

It was not designed in the mind of its coiner as a political concept

or as a guide to national policy, though, as he emphasised, there was

always a tendency for a state to expand or contract its political area

according to its interests or capacities. Ratzel, as a biologist, thought

of the anthropogeographic unit as an areal complex whose spatial

connections were needed for the functioning and organisation of a

particular kind of human group, be it the village, town or state. The

concept of Lebensraum deals with the relations between human

society as a spatial (geographic) organisation and its physical setting.

Community area, trade area, milk-shed and labour-shed, historical

province, commercial entity, the web of trade between neighbouring

industrial areas across state boundaries — these are all subsequent

variants of the concept of “the living area” (Dickinson 1969: 71).

The geopolitics school emphasises the extent to which states expand their

influence in space, both within recognised borders and outside of them. In many

respects, the adoption of the Lebensraum idea by fascist-leaning academics such as the

Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellén and the German geographer Karl Haushofer
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was not entirely surprising, as a geography based on the analysis of existing dominances
over space on the part of a particular society or culture was bound to attract those
practitioners who hoped to establish such a dominance over space on the part of their
own society or culture. However, it is still the case that we can understand a good deal
about the intersection between political science and geography by asking ourselves to
what extent effective control over territory is exerted, by whom, by what means, and to
serve what purpose. In our efforts to mark out electoral regions in Quebec, the issue of
whether there are regionally-based issues of effective control will be interesting to
consider — is it the case that residents in these electoral regions can effectively control
their own agenda, or is the agenda controlled from without?

The well-known geographer Richard Hartshorne (1969 [1950]) argued that
political regions are defined by their tendency to cohere institutionally. His view was
that the political institutions governing spatial units tended either towards consolidation
of power or dissolution of power. In other words, political jurisdictions can be
characterised by a “centripetal” force which causes the unit to cohere around particular
notions of what the jurisdiction should do or be (the “state-idea”) or a “centrifugal”
Jorce which causes the unit to fail to cohere around such notions. Hartshorne’s emphasis
on the institutional consolidation of power and its effect on defining the political region
adds a significant dimension to the notion of an electoral region; since the point of
elections is to return a government, the capacity of the government to unite the governed
of a region behind it is of paramount importance.

Stephen Jones (1969 [1954]) contrasted to these views of political geography one

which he called a “unified field” theory of politics; by this view, the geography of politics
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can be defined by three elements - political decisions, the movement across space
engendered by these decisions, and the area or field demarcated in space by that
movement. Thus, for Jones, political regions can be identified by the formula “decision-
movement-field", where decisions taken by individuals in space demarcate regions.
Jones’ contribution to the definition of the electoral region brings in the element of local
histories of space penetration as a distinguishing factor, which is a significant addition to
political geographic methodology.

Jean Gottmann (1952) and Harold and Margaret Sprout (1965; 1978) discuss the
importance of the relationship of the human population to the physical environment in
their works, and this perspective has been somewhat influential in political geography.
The expressly political relationship between “man and milieu” or between humans and
their environment provides content to decision-making in a spatial context, which
necessarily influences both the setting of regional boundaries and land use patterns on the
one hand and the development of policy affecting the landscape on the other. The
similarity of this perspective within political geography to the Vidalian school of regional
geography should not be ignored; indeed, Jean Gottmann is generally considered a
geographer within the Vidalian tradition, and his work in political geography can best be
understood as a branching out of the Vidalian tradition of regional geography into the
subdiscipline of political geography. Indeed, Gottmann’s concept of iconographie (or
“iconography”), which describes the conversion of the landscape into a cultural object
through the interaction of human beings with their regional environments, is clearly of

Vidalian inspiration.
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Another theme in political geography, also related to a broader theme in regional
geography, is one that emphasises world-level patterns of capital accumulation and
social regulation. This theme has been pursued most notably by Immanuel Wallerstein
(1974) and Peter Taylor (Taylor 1982; Taylor & Flint 2000). Wallerstein’s seminal work
defining a “world-systems theory”, drawing heavily on the writings of Fernand Braudel
(1979 [1967]), has been influential in many social science disciplines beyond simply
geography. This work describes a pattern of economic differentiation of function in
regions at the global level, particularly with respect to core, peripheral and semi-
peripheral regions. The core regions represent the urbane, industrialised portions of the
world, to which goods are exported, and which controls the deployment of capital; thus,
profits from capital investment are returned to the residents of these core areas. The
peripheral regions are, by contrast, rural areas where primary industry — agriculture,
forestry, fishing, mining — predominates, from which goods are exported, and where
capital controlled by others is deployed; thus, profits from capital investment are not
returned to these areas. Semi-peripheral regions are peripheral areas in transition towards
becoming core areas. They are urbanising areas where primary industries are being
replaced by other industry types, and which are accumulating their own capital for
investment; these investments can therefore make a profit for residents of the region.
Both Wallerstein and Taylor attribute particular political roles to these different kinds of
economic regions. Wallerstein argues that core regions, for example, are able to have
strong environmental protection laws, strong welfare systems and strong protections of
individual liberties, whereas peripheral regions, in order to attract investment by

companies unwilling to pay high taxes or fees, deal with labour unions or respond to



18

popular protests, are all too willing to sacrifice having such things. Taylor goes further,
identifying the three kinds of economic regions with particular orientations towards
economic process; the core regions favour a free-market system, the semi-peripheral
regions favour protectionism for their budding industries, and peripheral regions seek to
play form alliances with one side or another in exchange for development assistance. In
the case of the peripheral regions, trade policy “oscillates” between support for free-
market laissez-faire and for protectionism or state interventionism as the peripheral
regions constantly switch their sides in strategic alliances with the core and semi-
periphery regions, respectively. In electoral situations, this would involve switching of
electoral alliances, and consequently, peripheral areas often constitute “swing vote”
regions in electoral geography.

Ladis Kristof (1969 [1959]) introduces a final new perspective to our awareness.
He highlights in his work the importance of the difference between political regions
which are homogeneous (“bordered” regions) and regions which are heterogenous
(“frontier” regions). Paul Claval discusses this difference in an enlightening extract of
his work as well (Claval 1998: 50-61). It is possible for a region to come together and
cohere institutionally pace Hartshorne — in other words, for the region to be governed
without pulling apart and being overwhelmed by internal divisions — and yet be very
heterogenous in terms of its composition, though in many cases homogeneity is more
conducive to the continued coherence of the jurisdiction. If the heterogenous area is to
remain a political unity, however, there must be efforts taken to engender a consensus
among members of different communities attempting to live in the same general physical

space. The political and constitutional requirements of a heterogenous population have
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been the subject of much interest among political scientists (Lijphart 1968; Lijphart 1977;
Lijphart 1981; McRae 1964; McRae 1974; McRae 1986; Stephenson 1999), and
constitutional innovations dubbed the “consociational” approach to governance have
been applied to manage conflicts and relieve tensions between members of differing
linguistic, ethnic and cultural groups in the Netherlands, Switzerland, Belgium and
Austria. Such an approach was also applied in Canada during the Act of Union period
and continues to a smaller extent to be applied in modern Canada; furthermore, a number
of consociational traditions existed in the province of Quebec itself until the rise to power

of the PQ in 1976 (Stephenson 1999).
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II. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY CLEAVAGES IN
QUEBEC

Having thus discussed what the notions of political and electoral regions and
mechanisms entail, we proceed now to a discussion of political and electoral geographic
pattemns in the history of the province of Quebec. There was considerable continuity
between the geographic trends of the 1998 Quebec general election and those trends
exhibited in the province’s previous electoral and political history. This chapter of the
dissertation will explore that continuity and exposit how the 1998 Quebec election
demonstrated a long-term trend in the electoral geography of the province.

The purpose of this chapter of the dissertation is to clarify the main political
cleavages in the Quebec political system and to give these cleavages their contexts in
space. There have been a number of geographic “constants™ which have marked both
general political behaviour and the spatial distribution of voting in Quebec more or less
since the beginning of representative and elective government in the province (Drouilly
1989; Drouilly 1990; Drouilly 1997) and there have been in particular a set of electoral
geography constants which particularly describe the political behaviour and the spatial
distribution of the vote over the last three decades (Janda 1998; Janda 1999).

What follows hereafter are descriptions of seven such political cleavages, support
for the existence of which is amply demonstrated both in academic literature and in
analyses of historical voting patterns. After each of these descriptions, a summary of the

cleavages the chapter identifies will be provided.
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The Anglophone/Francophone Cleavage

Certainly, the most enduring feature defining the Quebec political landscape is the
cleavage between anglophone and francophone communities. Indeed, histories of
Quebec largely read as histories of this particular cleavage between linguistic
communities (Bourdon & Lamarre 1998; Lacoursiére 1995; Lacoursiére et al. 2000;
Linteau et al. 1989; Rouillard 1993). In this section of the dissertation, we will explore

some of the historical reasons for the continued existence of this political cleavage.

The Conquest and the “Rights of Englishmen”

The ideological underpinnings for this cleavage were established by what the
francophone community in Quebec continues to call La Conquéte (“the Conquest™) —
namely, the capture of the regions colonised by the French in the 17" and 18" Centuries
by British forces in the two-year period from 1759 to 1760. The Treaty of Paris of 1763
formalised British control over what was at this point for the first time called the
“Province of Quebec”. This province, though it bears the same name as the modern-day
province of Quebec, must be distinguished from its modern counterpart, however, as the
“Province of Quebec” established in 1763 was expanded by the Quebec Act of 1774 to
comprise much of what is today known as the Canadian province of Ontario as well as
parts or the whole of the present-day American states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, New York, Vermont and New Hampshire.

Before the Conquest, residents of what is now modern-day Quebec had either
considered themselves residents of La Nouvelle France (“New France”) or as les

Canadiens (“Canadians”). This latter term was understood, as it is not in this day and
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age, as specifically referring to French-Canadians; les Canadiens were by definition not
the same as English-Canadians. Though the situation prevalent after the Conquest made
it impossible to continue to refer to oneself as a resident of New France, francophone
Quebecers continued to refer to themselves as Canadiens, and for at least the next
century that term was understood to distinguish them as a community from English-
Canadians or anglophone Quebecers. Thus, from a very early point in the common
history of these two Quebec constituencies, an awareness of a thoroughgoing difference
was present.

New anglophone migrants to Quebec tended to settle either in established port or
trading cities (such as Montreal and Quebec City) or in areas close to the border with
other jurisdictions which had large English-speaking populations, such as the American
Thirteen Colonies to the south or the province of New Brunswick to the east. Trade with
these other areas likely played a role in location decisions as well, and as the area which
is now modern-day Ontario began to populate with anglophone migrants, there was also a
good deal of anglophone settlement of western Quebec.

The Quebec Act established an important definition of the parameters that the
British administration in North America set for its co-existence with the large French-
language culture for which it recently acquired stewardship. The Act recognized two
important realities. Firstly, francophone settlers were simply too numerous to compel to
assimilate to British norms without investing a great deal in terms of military power.
Secondly, if the British recognised and protected key aspects of the French-language
culture of the area, members of this culture would probably provide a strong buffer

against American-style democratic revolutionism. It was for these reasons that the



23

Quebec Act explicitly recognized and protected the Catholic religion, language, and
cultural/legal system of francophone residents of the Province of Quebec. Thus, the
cleavage or distinction between anglophone and francophone cultures was recognised in
law under the British administration as early as 1774.

The Quebec Act was widely understood as an agreement between the previous
francophone residents and the newer anglophone residents of British North America
which underlay the legitimacy of the British administration of Quebec. So long as the
British administrations in North America adhered to the principles of accommodation for
French culture and institutions, in the absence of a better alternative, French-Canadians
accepted the legitimacy of rule by the British and their participation in the British
Empire. The fact that French-Canadians did accept this legitimacy was especially
evident in their reactions to two wars the British fought on the North American continent.
During the American Revolutionary War, when troops from the rebellious Thirteen
Colonies entered Quebec, they fought to repel the invading American troops (Bird 1968).
In the War of 1812, French-Canadian voltigeur troops fought energetically on the side of
the British against American invaders at the Battle of Chateauguay (Berton 1980).

After the American Revolution and the subsequent Treaty of Paris of 1783 and
Northwest Ordinance of 1785, the “Province of Quebec™ was pared down to what are the
modem-day Canadian provinces of Quebec and Ontario, due to the loss of the remainder
of the “Quebec™ territory to the Americans. Loyalists to the British Crown fled the
republican United States for unsettled lands; though many of these American loyalists
settled in what is now modern-day Ontario, creating a more strongly English character to

the new settlements west of the Ottawa River in comparison to the generally French-
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Canadian domain east of the river, some settled in what is now modern-day Quebec,
along the American border in the Estrie.

The Constitutional Act of 1791 recognised that territories west of the Ottawa were
predominantly anglophone by means of the establishment of two new jurisdictions from
the remaining territory of the “Province of Quebec”, named Bas-Canada (“Lower
Canada”: the French-Canadian domain east of the Ottawa, today’s province of Quebec)
and Upper Canada (in French, “Haut-Canada™: the new English-Canadian domain west
of the Ottawa, today’s province of Ontario). These new jurisdictions were provided each
with their own powers of self-government and somewhat autonomous legislative
assemblies. In Lower Canada, the anglophone minority was now outweighed by a
demographically far more potent francophone majority; in short, this meant that the
Lower Canadian legislative assembly would be controlled by francophones. In Upper
Canada, on the other hand, francophones were clearly outnumbered by anglophones, and
thus anglophones would be more likely to find their voice in the Upper Canadian
legislative assembly.

The Constitutional Act was taken by the francophone community to be an
extension of rights won under the Quebec Act. Many French-Canadians believed during
this period that, so long as the cultural and institutional autonomy of Lower Canada was
preserved, participation in the British Empire was unproblematic; indeed, many were of
the view that this autonomy was far more likely to be preserved by a British
administration than by an American administration, given the propensity of the
Americans to demand cultural assimilation from all their new territories. This being the

case, French-Canadians tolerated their place within the British Empire, some more
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enthusiastically than others. George-Etienne Cartier perhaps exposited the new mood
best, suggesting that residents of Lower Canada were “Englishmen who spoke French”

(Sweeney 1976: 131).

The Rebellions of 1837

Where it was not as clear that the cultural or institutional autonomy of Lower
Canada was assured, however, French-Canadians were capable of questioning the Empire
and their place within it. The 1830s saw a general rise in this sort of questioning in the
legislative assembly of Lower Canada, in light of increasing awareness of the lack of
accountability that representatives of the British Crown who were charged with
overseeing the administration of the British North American provinces demonstrated to
local public opinion. Members of the Parti patriote, a loose grouping in the assembly led
by the reformists Louis-Joseph Papineau and Etienne Parent, were now actively
beginning to voice criticisms of this lack of accountability or “responsible government”
in the province. The writings of Parent in his periodical Le Canadien expressed the
concern of Lower Canadians for continuing protections under the Constitutional Act of
1791, given a political system that increasingly disregarded the opinions of Lower
Canadians, in favour of those of the British administrators. The journal’s motto, “Notre
langue, nos institutions, nos lois”, inspired a generation of Lower Canadian leaders either
to rally to support for change within existing British institutions or to rebel against the
Crown, in defence of these protections. Parent advocated the former of these tendencies:

[N]ous ne sommes pas préts...pour l'indépendance; prenons
patience, faisons nos preuves, la législation reprendra son cours.
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We are not ready...for independence; let us be patient, prove
ourselves reliable, the law will retake its course (Falardeau 1975: 20).

In penning the above words, Parent meant to distinguish himself from what he
took to be the more rebellious path of Papineau, with whom he broke over his proposition
of the “92 resolutions”, a set of demands for constitutional change deposited in the
legislative assembly after the Parti patriote came to control the assembly in 1834.
Resolutions 41-47 specifically previewed the establishment of a new constitution to
protect the acquired rights of French-Canadians, in language many moderates such as
Parent found intemperate. In Resolution 47, in fact, the intent of rebellion is barely
concealed in the text:

Résolu, que c'est l'opinion de ce comité, que la fidélité des peuples

et la protection des gouvernements sont des obligations correlatives,
dont l’une ne saurait longtemps subsister sans |'autre; que par

suite des déféctuosités qui se trouvent dans les lois et constitutions

de cette province, et de la maniére dont ces lois et constitutions ont
été administreées, le peuple de cette province n’est pas suffisamment
protégé dans sa vie, ses biens et son honneur ...

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the fidelity of
peoples and the protection of governments are correlative obligations,
of which one would not long subsist without the other; that it follows
from the defects that can be found in the laws and constitutions of this
province, and the manner in which these laws and constitutions have
been administered, that the people of this province are not sufficiently
protected in their life, their goods and their honor. .. (Bédard 1869: 347)

In 1837, there were rebellions in both Lower and Upper Canada protesting against
the lack of “responsible government”. Though leaders of both rebellions saw this lack of
accountability to be a rationale for open revolt against British authority, it was only in
Lower Canada where the revolt took on an added linguistic and cultural dimension

(Bernard 1983). In Lower Canada, authority rested in the hands of two particular groups,

estate owners (seigneurs) and a merchant elite (Ouellet 1976). The latter of these two
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groups was mostly anglophone, and thus the rebellion of 1837 in Lower Canada also
pitted the mostly francophone culture, against an elite class disproportionately composed
of anglophones and centred in Montreal.

The rebellion of 1837 in Lower Canada, as led by Papineau thus had a nationalist
flavour which was notably absent in its Upper Canadian counterpart as led by William
Lyon Mackenzie. Both of the 1837 rebellions drafted “Declarations of Independence”
along the lines furnished by the American Declaration of Independence, but only in the
document drafted for Lower Canada by the Parti patriote’s Robert Nelson were there
specific protections for language and culture included.

The British colonial government, as they did in Upper Canada, put down the
rebellion in Lower Canada through a show of military force. Violent exchanges between
the rebels and the British military, principally those at the towns of St. Denis and St.
Eustache, occurred throughout 1837 and 1838. When the British finally gained the upper
hand, leaders of the rebel army were prominently hanged in 1839; despite their ability to
reassert control, however, the British administrators became singularly aware of the

capacity of French-Canadians to challenge the existing order.

The Durham Report and the Act of Union
This awareness led to the proposals made by Lord John Lambton, Earl of Durham

(1970 [1859]). In response to the nationalistic threat symbolised by the Parti patriote
and the 1837 rebels, Lord Durham suggested, in a document that has come to be known
as the “Durham Report”, that the two Canadas be merged into a unified province. This

would have the effect of assimilating the francophone population of Lower Canada into
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an anglophone culture held by Durham to be more progressive and generally superior.
Within two years, this proposition had been approved as part of the Act of Union of 1841,
and the two Canadian provinces were fused into the “Province of Canada”; Lower
Canada would henceforth be Canada-Est (“Canada East™) and Upper Canada would be
Canada West (in French, “Canada-Ouest”), two sections of the unified province.

The timing of this change was precipitous, as the Lower and Upper Canada had
existed during a time when the francophone population in both of the Canadas combined
outnumbered the anglophone population in both of the Canadas combined. At this point,
however, anglophone immigration to Upper Canada was changing that picture. The
indication to many seemed clear — continued protections for the autonomy for Lower
Canadian francophones would exist so long as francophones had the demographic
advantage, and now that they were losing that advantage, so too they would lose their
autonomy (Careless 1967).

The Durham Report also conceded the need for government accountable to local
populations; however, the changes of 1841 were experienced differently by Lower
Canadians and Upper Canadians. For Upper Canadians, “responsible government” was
the key issue of the 1837 rebellions, and it was now being addressed; the Act of Union
signified that the “family compact”, the quasi-aristocracy of Upper Canada, had been
successfully challenged (Noel 1990). For Lower Canadians, however, “responsible
government” was not the only issue involved with the 1837 rebellions. The protection of
the francophone population’s language and culture was at issue as well, and the Durham
Report seemed to make things worse in those areas, not better. Thus, the Act of Union,

for Lower Canadian reformers ranging from moderates like George-Etienne Cartier and
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Louis-Hippolyte LaFontaine to comparative radicals like Louis-Joseph Papineau or
Robert Nelson, was a mixed bag of victories and defeats (Nish 1967). Certainly the
reformers were glad to have “responsible government”, but it also seemed to them that
the rights won under the Quebec Act and the Constitution Act were being compromised.
This would be seen by francophone Quebecers as the first of many examples of the
erosion of their previously-won collective rights.

The new union depended for its legitimacy among French-Canadians upon a
system of representation in which Canada East and Canada West had an equal number of
seats in the parliament of the unified province of Canada. Though at the time of the Act
of Union, Canada East’s population was slightly larger, the changing demography of
Canada was such that this was understood not to be long the case, as Canada West was
continuing to undergo a settlement boom. French-Canadians forewent pressing their
majority while they had it, and fully expected English-Canadians to forgo pressing their
majority when they attained it; instead, French-Canadians held to a doctrine of “sectional
equality” in representation, a key principle they held would protect their interests within
the union not only while they were in the majority, but after they became a minority
(Moore 1997: 14-17).

Many symbols of “sectional equality” and the participation of the French-
Canadian and English-Canadian “sections” in the Union were prominent during this
period. The French language, after a period of disuse in government, was adopted as one
of the two languages of business of the Canadian legislative assembly alongside English
(Chévrier 1996). The reform leaders in the legislative assembly, Louis-Hippolyte

LaFontaine and Robert Baldwin, each campaigned for election in the other’s “section” —



30

LaFontaine sought election in York (modern Toronto) in Canada West, and Baldwin
sought election in Rimouski in Canada East. In time, the tradition arose that each of the
sections would contribute one of two “first ministers” (the equivalent of the modern
Canadian prime minister) who would govern the province jointly with another first
minister from the other “section”. LaFontaine and Baldwin would be the first pair of
first ministers in this mold in 1848, and a number would follow until the demise of the
union and its replacement by the Canadian confederation in 1867.

The conception of the francophone peoples of the Canadas constituting an equal
“section” upon which the nation is based endures today in the notion that francophones
constitute, along with English-Canadians and aboriginal Canadians, a “founding people”
of Canada. This notion is used to frame ideologies in modem-day Quebec ranging from
Trudeauvian liberalism and official bilingualism (Quebec must be given its due as a
“founding people™) to outright political sovereigntism (Quebec is not given its due as a
“founding people” and consequently must leave the Canadian federation.)

The demographic boom in Canada West soon gave English-Canadians the power
to extricate themselves from the arrangements prevailing under the Act of Union. George
Brown, a Toronto newspaper editor and reform leader associated with the radical-
democratic “clear grit” faction of the reformists in the Canadian legislative assembly,
quickly rose to prominence as the proponent of the “rep-by-pop” (representation by
population) political option. Under this option, sectional equality of representation in the
legislative assembly would be rejected and members of the legislative assembly would be
apportioned by population. Towards the end of the Union period, Canada West’s

population was finally higher than Canada East’s, this doctrine became quite popular
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amongst anglophones. The rise of the Brown faction in the legislative assembly was
consolidated in 1864, when Brown came to hold the balance of power in the legislative
assembly. Under the “sectional equality” system, Brown seemed an “impossibility” as
the first minister, given that his primary aim was to abolish that system. Indeed, a
government led by him and Antoine-Aimé Dorion lasted only two days (Moore 1997:
18-22). Thus, when it became clear in 1864 that a government could not be formed
without Brown’s lasting participation in it, it signalled that the consensus upon which
government in the province rested had been inalterably shattered. Brown, for his part,
used his newfound power to demand that, as a condition for his participation in the
government, the government must seek to establish a new constitution. Meetings were
shortly thereafter convened at Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, between
representatives of the two Canadas and two other British North American provinces,

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, to establish a new federal constitution.

Confederation

The new constitution involved a substantial reordering of French-Canadians place
within the political system by which they were governed. Firstly, the new constitution
reseparated the Canadas, now into two provinces called Quebec and Ontario, the
progenitors of the modern-day Canadian provinces by those names. Secondly, two other
provinces were included in this new constitution, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The
doctrine of “rep by pop” was conceded to the followers of George Brown; in return, the
constitution was created as a federal constitution. A number of areas of exclusive

provincial jurisdiction within this federal system were defined in Article 92 of this
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constitution, known as the British North America Act; this gave French-Canadians in
Quebec hope that there was an improved chance for the French language, francophone
culture, the civil law system and the Catholic religion under the auspices of provincial-
level protections. George-Etienne Cartier spoke for many when he wrote, in the
periodical La Minerve:
Such is....the significance that we much attach to this constitution, which
recognises the French-Canadian nationality. As a distinct, separate
nationality we form a State within the State with the full use of our rights
and the formal recognition of our national independence (Cartier 1867,
quoted by Clift 1982: 64-65; also cf. Hamelin 1974: 7-8).

George-Etienne Cartier continues to be regarded, in French Canada and English
Canada alike, as a “Father of Confederation”, and if anyone should have understood the
character of the deal made at Charlottetown, presumably it would have been him. It
should not be lost upon the reader that his view of the significance of the new constitution
directly contradicts the view held by most contemporary English-Canadians — and that his
view also directly contradicts the view held by modemn English-Canadians as well. His
view of Quebec as a “state within a state” has been directly appealed to by many
francophone Quebecers since.

After Confederation, there began a period of rule by the Conservative Party, both
at the federal level under the prime minister John A. Macdonald and at the provincial
level under a series of conservative premiers representing the Parti conservateur du
Québec (“Conservative Party of Quebec”). The sole break in the period of conservative
rule came with the ministry of Honoré Mercier (1887-1891). Louis Riel, one of the

founders of the new Canadian province of Manitoba as well as a leader of the Métis, a

mixed French-Canadian/aboriginal ethnic group, was hanged by the federal government
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in 1885 because of his role in the death of an English-Canadian, Thomas Scott. Prime

Minister Macdonald’s vehement prosecution of Riel inflamed Quebec opinion, and

Mercier was able to convince a group of pro-Riel members of the Quebec legislative

assembly to form a provincial government under the banner of a new party, the Parti

national (“National Party”). The choice of this particular name was not accidental, as it

was the “national” sentiments of French-Canadians that had been offended by the federal

government’s behaviour in the Riel affair. The Parti national was a clear forerunner of

later Quebec political parties with increasingly open nationalist sympathies (Gallichan

1994).

Jean Hamelin, Jacques Letarte and Marcel Hamelin (1960) refer to the situation of

the Conservative party during this period from 1867-1897, in the following manner:

Les comtés a forte population anglaise dans le sud de la Province
constituent la troisiéme forteresse du parti conservateur. Huntingdon,
Missisquoi, Brome, Compton, Richmond, Wolfe, Dorchester ...
envoient au parlement des conservateurs. C'est le tribut de

gratitude d 'un groupe minoritaire envers le parti qui, par la
Confédération, l'a sorti de son isolement ethnique et lui a garanti
l'exercise de ses droits les plus chers. Un dernier fief conservateur
englobe les extrémités de la province. Pontiac, Ottawa a l'ouest, et
Gaspé a l'est.

The ridings of a strong English population in the south of the

Province constitute the third fortress of the Conservative Party.
Huntingdon, Missisquoi, Brome, Compton, Richmond, Wolfe,
Dorchester. . .brought the Conservatives to the parliament. It

was the tribute of gratitude of a minority group to the party which, by
means of the Confederation, delivered it from its ethnic isolation and
guaranteed it the exercise of its most treasured rights. A final
Conservative fiefdom comprises the edges of the province. Pontiac, the
west of Ottawa and the eastern Gaspé (Hamelin, Letarte & Hamelin 1960:
190).

Quite clearly, the Conservative party was the vehicle for the anglophone

electorate during this period in Quebec’s political history. Note here that the regions of
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the Eastern Townships (“Huntingdon, Missisquoi, Brome, Compton, Richmond, Wolfe,
Dorchester...”) and the Outaouais (*“Pontiac, the west of Ottawa...”) are specifically
mentioned in this account as centres for the English-Quebecer community which
regularly supported the Conservatives.

With the rise of the federal Liberal Party under Quebec’s own Wilfrid Laurier in
1896, the balance of provincial power also turned towards the party’s Quebec wing, the
Parti libéral du Québec (PLQ). In 1897, the first of five provincial ministries was
formed under Félix-Gabriel Marchand. Two ministries, those of Lomer Gouin (1905-
1920) and Louis-Alexandre Taschereau (1920-1936), were particularly long-lived.

Hamelin, Letarte and Hamelin refer to the period from 1897-1935 in the
following manner:

Des 1897, la vague libérale pulvérise la zone traditionnellement
conservatrice des Cantons de I'Est. En onze scrutins successifs,
Brome, Missisquoi, Huntingdon et Shefford élisent onze députés
libéraux. En 1900, Sherbrooke, Compton, Stanstead, puis
Dorchester et Wolfe en 1904, adhérent au libéralisme. Le
nationalisme pan-canadien de Laurier, le long malaise suscité
par la crise économique du 1% siécle finissant, la pénétration
dans ces comtés de groupes canadiens-frangais expliqueraient
peut-étre cette volte-face politique des Cantons de | 'Est...

Since 1897, the Liberal wave pulverised the traditionally conservative
zone of the Eastern Townships. In eleven successive elections, Brome
Missisquoi, Huntingdon and Shefford elected eleven Liberal members
of the legislative assembly. In 1900, Sherbrooke, Compton, Stanstead,
then Dorchester and Wolfe in 1904, adhered to liberalism. The
pan-Canadian nationalism of Laurier, the long malaise sustained

by the economic crisis of the end of the 19" Century, the

penetration in these ridings of French-Canadian groups perhaps
explain this turnabout of the Eastem Townships (Hamelin, Letarte &
Hamelin 1960: 191).

In this description, we can see that the PLQ picks up and strongly retains the

support of one of the most strongly Conservative regions in Quebec, the Eastern
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Township region. The Eastern Townships’ experience in this realignment tells us a great
deal about what sort of character the governing PLQ took on during this era. The
apparent draws towards the PLQ, according to Hamelin, Letarte & Hamelin, had to do
with its espousal of a Canadian nationalism which valued French-Canadians and English-
Canadians equally (perhaps understandable in an anglophone area where “the
penetration...of French-Canadian groups” made the bilateral character of Canadian
nationalism important), and with its determination to reverse to economic “malaise”
identified with the protectionist Conservatives (equally understandable in an area

bordering the United States and with a definite interest in reducing trade restrictions).

The War Years

French-Canadian nationalism in Quebec also finds at least a portion of its
historical identity in the progressive ideology of anti-imperialism. At the turn of the 20"
Century, the nationalist parliamentarian Henri Bourassa (Murrow 1968; Petrie 1980;
Rumilly 2000 [1953]) sought to influence Canada from pursuing foreign entanglements
thrust upon it by its participation in the British Empire.

Henri Bourassa’s anti-imperialism was perhaps the defining feature of the
contemporary expression of French-Canadian nationalism at the turn of the 20'"" Century.
Bourassa believed in a conception of Canada that involved the co-equal participation of
two founding peoples, French-Canadians and English-Canadians. The idea that English-
Canadians, in virtue of their national majority, could direct French-Canadians to fight the
British Empire’s wars for it, despite any clear relationship of the fight to Canada’s own

self-defence, struck Bourassa as a negation of this co-equality within the federation. His
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primary task, as he saw it, was therefore to oppose Canada’s involvement in these foreign
entanglements. He was active in resisting Canada’s involvement in the South African
War of 1899-1902, confronting in the process the prime ministry of Wilfrid Laurier
(Rumilly 2000 [1953]: chapter 5). When Britain prepared for potential naval wars, in
response to the fantastic growth of German naval power, Bourassa opposed the creation
of a Canadian marine force to support the British navy (Rumilly 2000 [1953]: chapter
17).

Canada being directed to fight Great Britain’s wars could be taken to be symbolic
of Quebec’s being directed to bear unreciprocated burdens for the rest of Canada, despite
various perceived injustices such as the rejection of “sectional equality” and the “State
within a State” conception of Cartier, or the execution of Riel, by English Canada. With
the onset of the First and Second World Wars, there were conscription crises, as
Quebecers came to see the draft as another instance of being called upon to fight Britain
and Canada’s battles instead of its own. In 1918, the imposition of conscription led to a
formal motion by Joseph-Napoléon Francoeur, a Liberal member of the Legislative
Assembly, for Quebec to leave the Canadian confederation, the first such motion to be
considered by the government of Quebec, and one which convinced some nationalists for
the first time that separation could be, under certain circumstances, an appropriate
political option for Quebec (Laurendeau 1973 [1942): 57). In 1918, there was an anti-
conscription riot in the streets of Montreal (Bourdon & Lamarre 1998). In 1939, the
Canadian prime minister, William Lyon Mackenzie King, promised Quebecers they
would not be conscripted, though by 1942, King regarded that pledge as no longer

tenable and called a Canada-wide referendum to release the government from that pledge.
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Though 80% of Canadians voted to do this, 71% of Quebecers, the largest share of them
French-Canadians, voted to hold King to his original word; French-Canadians denounced
the vote’s outcome, claiming it represented a “vote by race” which pitted English-
Canadians firmly against French-Canadians (Bourdon & Lamarre 1998: 178; Laurendeau
1973 [1942]: 91-95). This time around, an anti-conscriptionist party, the Bloc Populaire,
emerged briefly in provincial politics under the leadership of the left-liberal nationalist
André Laurendeau (Bouvier 1996; Horton 1995; Laurendeau 1973 [various], Moniére

1983; Paquet 1998).

The Duplessis Era

The long era of Liberal ascendancy in Quebec provincial politics under the
premiers Lomer Gouin and Louis-Alexandre Taschereau ended in 1936 when a new
political party, the Union nationale (UN) won election under the leadership of Maurice
Duplessis. The UN was the result of an electoral coalition between the Conservative
Party, which had been headed by Duplessis, and the Action liberale nationale (ALN, or
“National Liberal Action™), a party of dissident liberals and nationalists unhappy with
Premier Taschereau’s open-door policy towards foreign capital, founded in 1935 and led
by Paul Gouin. The ALN was a newer and more populist kind of nationalist party, which
connected the economic situation of francophone Quebecers with the long-standing
nationalist tradition. In short, the ALN was a party in favour of an “economic
nationalism”, which advocated that the francophone community in Quebec solve its own
economic problems through the expansion of provincial autonomy. The party, though

influential, foundered on its division between those attracted by its liberal vision and
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those attracted by its nationalist vision. The ALN reached a francophone constituency
with its economic nationalism, while the PLQ retained in its electoral coalition the strong
support of the anglophone business elites (Dirks 1991; Ferland 1991; Vigod 1986).

The UN governments of Maurice Duplessis (Black 1998; Boismenu 1981) tended
to take on more of the programmatic character of the element of the party corresponding
to the old Conservative Party than of that corresponding to the more radical ALN.
Interestingly, however, as demonstrated by the remarkably thorough the Université Laval
master’s thesis of Paul Cliche (1960: tome 2), the character of support for the UN was
remarkably different from that of the old Conservative party. Whereas the old
Conservative party’s strongholds before 1935 were in ridings such as Westmount or Hull,
in regions where anglophones were present in abundance, the UN’s strongholds after
1935 were in strongly francophone ridings similar to those won by its ALN component;
the anglophone constituency turned to the PLQ, a party this community has supported
ever since.

Instead of becoming the kind of party that many in the ALN might have hoped it
would be, the UN became a mostly conservative party trending on occasion towards
nationalist policies to provincial autonomy (Quinn 1979 [1963]). Despite this, given this
clear divergence between the character of support for the Conservatives before 1935 and
support for the UN after 1935, one would have to concede that this conservative party
owed its repeated elections to office to a nationalist electorate. Some later critics of the
party would explain this apparent contradiction by means of a hypothesis referred to as
the “black king” (roi négre) hypothesis. By this view, the Duplessis governments

epitomised the kind of neocolonialist rule found in African countries. Leaders of such
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countries accede to the demands of foreign elites - in other words, they support a status
quo of foreign domination, and are hence conservatives — but they accede to these
demands while appearing publicly to protest foreign domination — in other words, they
appear to be nationalistic defenders of the domestic population (L. Dion 1973: 16;
Laurendeau 1973 [1958]: 177-179). Duplessis, as seen by his critics, was a captive both
to the anglophone business elite internal to Quebec and to foreign capitalists, and used

the rhetoric of nationalism to mask the reality of those facts.

The “Quiet Revolution”

The governments of Maurice Duplessis reigned for the better part of two decades,
from his ascension to office in 1936 to the time of his death in 1959, with only one
interruption (by the Liberal government of Adélard Godbout, from 1939 to 1944). After
this time, the electorate was ready to return the Liberals to power, and it did so in 1960
with the election of the government of Jean Lesage. The Lesage government sought,
upon its ascension to power, to pick up where the ALN had left off in the 1930s and
advance the economic fortunes of French-Canadians through an expansion of the powers
of the provincial government, rejecting the PLQ’s earlier /aissez-faire approach
(Daignault 1981; Thomson 1984). In the economic domain, this included the creation of
provincially-run state enterprises to stimulate Quebec’s development, as well as the
“nationalisation” of seven hydroelectric companies into the provincially-run Hydro-
Québec company. This latter development took place under the direction of the Lesage

government’s Minister of Natural Resources, René Lévesque (Godin 1994).
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The campaign slogan of the Lesage govemnment, “maitres chez nous”, symbolised
best the intentions of his government to defend a vision of liberal economic nationalism
via the development and expansion of the jurisdiction of the province of Quebec. This
was the same vision that had motivated the ALN in the 1930s, and as with the ALN,
divisions within the Lesage liberals would soon become apparent between those more
inclined towards the liberal part of this vision and those more inclined towards the

nationalist part.

The Rise of the Parti Québécois

Those more inclined towards the nationalist part of the vision of the Lesage
administration eventually coalesced around the leadership of his Minister of Natural
Resources. René Lévesque, though a minister in the Liberal government perhaps the
most defining of that government’s implementation of the Quiet Revolution’s key
reforms, came to experience considerable dissatisfaction with his role, particularly where
Quebec’s relationship with Ottawa was concerned:

As early as 1963 I said that Canada was made up of two nations,
not ten provinces, adding that I felt like an Indian leaving his
reservation each time I left Quebec. I contested the federal
appropriation of credits for the national defense. I demanded
that Quebec recover the direct taxes levied by Ottawa. I attacked
“Confederation™: “The current situation is abnormal. Itisa
jungle with a monster, the federal government, growing out of
all proportion” (Lévesque 1978: 19-20).

Familiar themes are apparent in the above-cited quotation, and we should pause a
moment to reflect upon them. Most of them have to do with the perspective of George-

Etienne Cartier regarding Quebec’s place in Confederation. Lévesque’s comment returns

to Cartier’s notion of a binational Canada, and his suggestion that the province “recover”
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taxes levied by the federal government indicates at least tacit approval of Cartier’s view
of the province as a “state within a state”. Furthermore, Lévesque attacks Confederation,
but does so because the federal government has grown “out of all proportion”, suggesting
that Quebec entered Confederation in the first place under a certain understanding of
federal-provincial relationships that he believed had long since ceased to exist in reality.
Lévesque’s awareness that this understanding of a binational Canada was not shared in
the rest of Canada is also a clear part of this quotation — “Canada is made up of two
nations, not ten provinces.”

Lévesque’s commentary also touches on other historical themes thus far
discussed. His sense of injustice at the “appropriation of credits for national defense” is
quite intelligible in light of the conscription crises of the First and Second World Wars.
His view that Quebecers were considered by outside elites as “Indians™ on a
“reservation” sounds like a variation of the roi négre hypothesis, and thus expresses a
familiar theme in economic nationalism.

Indeed, it is not difficult to see the views of Lévesque as a pretty clear collection
of long-standing, historical frustrations of Quebecers with the Canadian Confederation.
In addition, though the above-cited quote does not mention this theme specifically,
Lévesque’s politics took up one more long-standing theme in Quebec nationalist politics,
that of sovereigntism.

Though pursued somewhat in the period of the 1837-1838 Lower Canada
rebellions, and a bit further by the Francoeur resolution in 1918, separatism had been a
fairly inactive trend in Quebec nationalism. The economic development of the first

decade of the Quiet Revolution, from 1960-1970, however, gave some new life to the
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notion; there was now emerging a francophone middle class, and expectations were rising
amongst French-Canadians. With rising material progress, French-Canadians hoped to
secure better protections for their language and culture — and perhaps for the first time
they were in a position to act autonomously to do this. In light of this, fetters on the use
of any autonomous powers Quebecers might have to secure these protections were
galling to many French-Canadians.

It is often said that radical changes to the body politic, especially revolutions,
occur whenever expectations are rising. J. C. Davies (1962) and T. R. Gurr (1970), in
particular, are associated with this argument in sociological circles. There certainly
seems to be ample reason to view the developments of both the Quiet Revolution and the
meteoric rise of sovereigntism as at least sharing a number of elements in common with
“revolutions of rising expectations” as discussed by both Davies and Gurr. The
sociological theory propounded in particular by Davies suggests that revolutionary events
are most likely to occur “when a prolonged period of objective economic and social
development is followed by a short period of sharp reversal”. In other words, these
events occur when expectations are allowed to rise and then are suddenly dashed. During
the time of the Lesage ascendancy, Quebecers most certainly experienced this period of
“objective economic and social development”. With these developments, French-
Canadian nationalists had hoped to better secure protections for their language, culture
and institutions; it was here that expectations would not be met, and whenever there were
reversals, it would be René Lévesque to whom they would turn.

The political system was also changing at the federal level in important ways,

largely in response to the new prominence of French-Canadians given the success of the
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Quiet Revolution’s development policies. The Canadian prime minister, Lester Pearson,
had long been trying to shore up support for the federal Liberal Party in Quebec, and had
been increasingly worried about accommodating a more favourable place for Quebec
within the federation. The Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism
founded by Pearson, partially with the assistance of André Laurendeau, had come to the
conclusion that Canada’s francophone citizens, most of whom live in Quebec, were
poorly served by the federal government in their own language. The commission
identified long-standing economic disparities between anglophone and francophone
communities in Canada, and most disturbing to Pearson were the patterns of
discrimination in hiring, particular in hiring by the federal government (Government of
Canada 1967).

The commission’s report highlighted the gap between the economic and social
progress of many Quebecers and the disadvantages many French-Canadians continued to
bear, especially where language and culture were concemed. A small minority of
radicals in Quebec, particularly those associated with the Front de liberation du Québec
(FLQ, or “Quebec Liberation Front™), were already moved to violent tactics by an
awareness of this gap. Comparing the situation of Quebec to that of Third World nations
which were at that time gaining their independence from colonial powers, felquistes
(supporters of the FLQ) hearkened back to the spirit of the rebels of 1837 (Trait 1970;
Dumont 1971). With the publication of the Bilingualism and Biculturalism Commission
report, the experience of this gap was even more widespread, and extended to the

political mainstream within Quebec.
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The commission’s report also sent a shock wave through the federal Liberal Party,
to which it became clear that Quebec’s desire for linguistic protections, particularly in
federal employment, should be better represented in the parliamentary caucus. The result
was that Pearson was authorized by his caucus to woo intellectual and social leaders from
Quebec to the party, who could make the case for the reforms advocated by the
commission. The party did attract three such prominent Quebec leaders, Gérard Pelletier,
Jean Marchand and Pierre Elliott Trudeau — a threesome which quickly was dubbed “the
three wise men” (les trois colombes). Of these three, Pierre Trudeau obtained the greatest
celebrity and rose quickly through the ranks of the federal Liberals, becoming the prime
minister of Canada in 1968. Trudeau’s impressively quick rise to the top confirmed to
many that “French Power” was the dominant trend in federal politics.

It was in this context, when hope for economic and social changes benefitting
francophone Quebecers was beginning to be mixed with pessimism regarding that
change, that René Lévesque left the PLQ and founded a new electoral coalition, which
would become the PQ. After the electoral defeat of the PLQ in 1966, when leaving the
party would not imply a lack of confidence in the Lesage government, Lévesque felt
himself ready to take political action independently of the Liberals to promote
sovereignty. He founded the Mouvement souveraineté-association (MSA, “Sovereignty-
Association Movement” in English) in 1967, and soon joined it with the Rassemblement
pour l’Indépendance nationale (RIN, “Organisation for National Independence” in
English), a radical and socialist organization led by Pierre Bourgault (D’ Allemagne 1974;
Pelletier 1976) and the Ralliement national (RN, “National Rally” in English), a

conservative yet overtly sovereigntist group led by Laurent Legault and René Jutras
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(Jutras 1965). These three organizations formed the nucleus of a new political party, the

Parti Québeécois.

The Cosmopolitan/Traditional Cleavage

In this section of the dissertation, we will describe a political cleavage between a
an urban-based, “cosmopolitan” constituency (where “cosmopolitan” may be defined as
favouring trade, interaction or integration with other jurisdictions) and a rural-based
“traditionalist” constituency (where “traditionalist” may be defined for our purposes as

being less favourable to trade, interaction or integration with other jurisdictions).

The Taschereau Free-Trade Agenda

At the time of Confederation, the majority of Quebec politicians, like the majority
of Canadian politicians generally, advocated a policy of economic protectionism, aimed
at shielding Canadian industry from strong competition from the United States. The
“National Policy” mixed protectionism with respect to Canadian industry with an
aggressive development of national infrastructure including a national railroad system.
Provincial Conservatives in Quebec City advanced this policy as much as federal
Conservatives in Ottawa. Indeed, the political downfall of George-Etienne Cartier, one
of the founders of the Conservative Party of Quebec, was due to his involvement a
corruption scandal related to the promotion of this national railroad system.

As we have already noted, Quebec turned from supporting the Conservatives
towards the Liberal Party at the tail end of the 19™ Century. The Liberal Party at this

time, both provincially and federally, opposed economic protectionism and advocated a



46

policy of free trade. Quebec’s own Wilfrid Laurier advanced the free trade cause at the
federal level; at the provincial level, the person responsible for the strongest advocacy of
this position, during his 16-year reign as Quebec premier, was Louis-Alexandre
Taschereau. Taschereau believed that greater economic integration with jurisdictions
outside both Quebec and Canada itself were necessary to promote economic development
in the province. He believed it was better to accept a certain amount of control and
ownership in Quebec from outside the province, or outside the province’s francophone
majority, rather than lose the province’s population to migration:

We want to bring in new industries, and we are ready to do all that

is possible in that direction. We are not afraid of foreign capital. We

invite foreign capital to join with us in developing our natural resources

and creating industries here. Let the capital of England and of the

United States come here as much as it wishes and multiply our

industries, so that our people will have work. Such capital is welcome.

[ am not afraid, and I never will be afraid, that our French-Canadians

will become Americanised because of an inflow of foreign capital.

They have resisted other dangers and other trials, and as I have said

many times, I prefer importing American dollars to exporting

Canadian workingmen. (Vigod 1986: 122-123; cf. also Armstrong

1984; Hamelin & Roby 1971).

This theme, that Quebec’s autonomy was of secondary consideration to its
economic development, was to remain consistent in PLQ policy in later generations, and
was to characterise the standpoint of Quebec anti-nationalist opinion from that point
onwards. The Liberal Party’s identity became clearly tied, during the long Taschereau
reign, to this view, that a certain involvement with outside jurisdictions was beneficial.
This is a stance we will refer to here as “cosmopolitan”, since it advocates greater
involvements with the world outside of the province.

Hamelin, Letarte and Hamelin note that a number of previously Conservative

strongholds which were also majority francophone turned Liberal after 1897. Notably,
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areas fitting this description lay along major trading routes, such as along the Saint-
Lawrence River or in territories on the border with other jurisdictions, such as the United
States or the province of Ontario:

Des 1897, la vague libérale pulvérise la zone traditionnellement
conservatrice des Cantons de |'Est...

Dans la région trifluvienne, Trois-Riviéres, Saint-Maurice,
Champlain tombent aux mains des libéraux en 1900, Nicolet en
1904...

Non moins étonnant nous apparait | ‘évanouissement subit de
l'empire des leaders conservateurs au nord de Montréal : Argenteuil
et Montcalm revétent le bonnet rouge dés 1900; Terrebonne, la

méme année, devient une forteresse libérale grdce a l'influence

de la famille Prévost...

Since 1897, the Liberal wave pulverised the traditionally conservative
zone of the Eastern Townships...

In the three rivers region, Trois-Riviéres, Saint-Maurice, Champlain
fell into the hands of the Liberals in 1900, Nicolet in 1904...

Not less surprising, it appears to us, is the reversal dealt to the
empire of Conservative leaders found north of Montreal: Argenteuil
and Montcalm rewear the red cap after 1900; Terrebonne, the same
year, becomes a Liberal fortress thanks to the influence of the
Prévost family (Hamelin, Letarte & Hamelin 1960: 191).

Involvement with the outside world threatened to foster a dependency on foreign
capital, but it also threatened to expose individuals living in communities centered around
traditional values, most often rural areas, to new ideas deemed dangerous by community
leaders, most often the Catholic church. The Taschereau administration’s policies were
definitely taken in this vein:

Even the long-suffering agricultural sector was gaining from the
expansion of urban markets. Of course, not everyone approved.

But those idealists who still opposed industrialisation as a threat to
French-Canadian nationality spoke for an isolated and shrinking
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constituency. This was so even though their worst fears were being
realised in the increasingly cosmopolitan nature of Montreal, the
circulation of secular ideas, and the growth of secular institutions.
New problems were arising, to which sincere critics could point
without constant reference to French Canada’s pastoral and
religious vocation (Vigod 1986: 55).

It was at this point that French [Quebec] elites began to suspect

that the political ideas prevalent in Quebec before the [Second

World W]ar had become almost totally irrelevant and had lost

whatever hold they might have had over the population. The

manner in which traditional elites had managed to harmonise

North American capitalism with the social doctrines of the

Catholic Church and with the national sentiment of French Quebec

no longer met the very serious problems raised by accelerating

industrialization and massive urbanisation, by the progressive

deterioration of the economy and by the rapid expansion of federal

powers and initiatives (Clift 1982: 5)

In light of the preceding quotations, we now proceed to look more closely at the

phenomenon the quotes describe, namely that of the conservative French-Canadian
nationalism, particularly as espoused by ultramontane representatives of the Roman

Catholic church.

Clerical Nationalism

Conservative nationalism, in the context of Quebec history before 1960, is
virtually synonymous with the nationalism of the Catholic Church (Bélanger 2002; L.
Dion 1973: 113-125, also cf. Barreto 1998: 105-109; Rioux 1971: 45). The period of
the clerical nationalist ascendancy in Quebec coincided with the failure of the 1837
rebellions to achieve a French-Canadian independence from Great Britain and English
Canada. Believing a reversal of La Conquéte, on the basis of the 1837 experience, to be

an impossibility, French-Canadians turned away from political solutions and inward
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towards their shared Catholic faith. In essence, the strategy after 1837 had turned from
demands aimed at a thriving of French-Canadians through political reform and self-
government towards demands only aimed at the survival of French-Canadians in a
society which recognised at least the bare essentials of the French-Canadian culture. La
survivance, or survival (G. Bouchard 2001: 107-110), had replaced the hope of
épanouissement, or thriving (Behiels 1985: 84; G. Bouchard 2001: 107-110; Pepin &
Robarts 1977: chapter 3). The political philosopher Serge Cantin (2000: 61) describes
the choice of French Canadians in post-1837 Lower Canada and Quebec as a bleak
“second-best solution” and the “response to a historic dead end”:

The road to political freedom was impassable, but that to

survival remained, and the community ended up making this its

avocation: Survive and be witness. But surviving is not living,

as the historian Michel Brunet liked to say (Cantin 2000: 61).

The clerisy of Catholic Quebec, with its belief that “all authority comes from

God” was well-suited to leadership in a culture which was, for a long period, ruled by
outsiders. The church, since it saw no alternative to this domination, helped its flock to
bear the hardships of the domination, while at the same time nurturing within them a
sense that the culture itself was worth the hardships borne. The church, in other words,
sought to preserve rather than to develop - since the threats to the very survival of the
French-Canadian culture were so obvious, there could be no question of expansion of the
culture. . .francophone Quebecers would have to accept poverty and humility in life...as
one common phrase put it, they would have to accept that they were né pour un petit pain
(“bom for a small loaf of bread”, or more loosely, “born for a small lot in life™):

Thus it was that conservative nationalism contributed its support,

sometimes diffuse and sometimes specific, to the established political
system. Whenever conservative nationalists felt tempted to upset
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the apple cart, a strong sense of incompetence and powerlessness
(“we were born to be poor and humble™) and especially an absolute
respect for authority soon reminded them that, although they were
patriots, their conservative allegiance was perhaps still stronger

(L. Dion 1975 [1973]: 119).

Léon Dion summed up the conservative nationalist’s position best in the
following statement: “Things being what they are, the English cannot swallow us up, but
there is no way we can grow.” (L. Dion 1975 [1973]: 120). The conservative nationalist
movement, particularly as led by the Catholic clergy, invested its efforts strongly into the
prevention of “the English swallowing us up”, at this price of growth; in so doing, the
Christian doctrine of “rendering unto Caesar things which are Caesar’s” was well-
respected. Authority, even if it came from a threatening anglophone elite, came through
them from God.

It has been suggested by some, sometimes with little regard for the considerable
advances in the recent history of the province, that Quebec was an especially backward
place in the period from the 1840s to the onset of the Quiet Revolution in the 1960s. In
some senses this is true, if by “backward™ we mean oriented towards the past rather than
the present or the future. The chief spokesperson for the conservative and clericalist
nationalism of this period, the Abbé Lionel Groulx (Gaboury 1970, Hébert 1996; Mann
Trofimenkoff 1973) the editor of the journal L "Action frangaise, left little doubt in his
writings of his reverence for the agrarian past. Indeed, the evidence of the extent of his
association of the agrarian way of life with the survival of French-Canadian culture is
striking:

Then there was 1760. We lost our empire, but we kept the stronghold

of our agrarian position. Recoiled into our Laurentian soil, we girded
our loins for an effort as moving and audacious as the conquest of
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America: our French survival (Groulx 1937, quoted in Mann
Trofimenkoff 1973).

The above quote identifies a sentiment that led many francophone Quebecers to
reject out of hand, for a lengthy period in the province’s history, a non-agrarian vision for
their society. The sociologist Guy Rocher put it this way, using metaphors that evoke
strongly the very spatial cleavages in world views within Quebec:

Franco-Québécois reacted to this period of urbanisation and
industrialisation with a pre-industrial mentality. Undoubtedly, this

is what struck the observers of the 1930s and 1940s: Quebec
resembled a place where two large streams of water met without
mingling. Elements of traditional and industrial society existed

side by side without interpenetrating; in rural Quebec, large regions
remained well-protected enclaves of purely traditional society (Rocher
1980, emphasis in the original).

Despite the prevalence of this “preindustrial mentality”, Quebec was a rapidly-

industrialising province through out the late 19" Century and into the 20" Century:
Quebec had experienced significant levels of industrialisation and
urbanisation since the 1870s but these phenomena had never penetrated, to
any significant degree, the collective identity of the French-Canadian
people. In particular, the socioeconomic changes had not altered the ethos
or mentalité of French Canada’s clerical elite or nationalist
intelligentsia... The clichéd slogan ‘Notre Maitre, le passé,’ [“our master,
the past”] coined by the clerical nationalist Abbé Lionel Groulx, was a
faithful reflection of that historical reality. (Behiels 1985: 8)

Though Quebec was industrialising and urbanising, the clerical nationalists
distrusted this change, which placed French-Canadians at the mercies of foreign capital;
they preferred to defend the agricultural lives French-Canadians had lived to that point:
“The land provided stability, strength, and insulation from the foreigner.” (Oliver 1991
[1956]: 157) Ifit did not provide much in the way of wealth, at the least it provided

sustenance. The church would soon be pressed to defend even this small vision against

the encroachments of rapid urbanisation, however, and this was not a task at which
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clerical nationalists succeeded — the challenges of the past were not the same as those

with which they were now faced:
Abbé Groulx was a historian-cleric whose colleagues were largely from
university or clerical circles. This may help to explain the differences
between the old nationalism and the new...[T]his tendency can be seen
exaggerated a hundredfold in L ‘Action francaise. Abbé Groulx slogan,
‘Notre Maitre, le passé,” showed the focus of his interest; but it was an
idealised past, and its projection into the future made a blinding screen
from present reality. (Oliver 1991 [1956]: 71)

Given this domination by the clergy of Quebec social life, demands for reform, if
made, had to be made through the church as an institution. Left-wing social movements
were unlikely to take root in Quebec because of the evident conflict between socialist or
communist prescriptions and Catholic social teaching:

The Continental Left had had its effect in Quebec in the 19 Century,
but because it was secular and anti-clerical, it had a brief and largely
undistinguished history. (Oliver 1991 [1956): 38)

Since a native Quebec political Left did not develop, reform energies were mostly
channeled through a “social Catholicism” centered around the personalist French
philosophical school led by Emmanuel Mounier, Gabriel Marcel and Jacques Maritain.
The personalist school defended a view of a socialised individual, whose freedom comes
through his participation in the community, and for whom society is responsible to
provide the conditions of free development. The critical journal Cité libre, in fact, would
organise its appeal to left-wing sentiment in the province through identification with
these teachings :

...Cité libre’s deliberate public identification with French left-wing
Catholicism helped it to legitimise for French-Canadian Catholics many

Citélibriste ideas and proposed reforms, especially those entailing a
marked discontinuity with the past. (Behiels 1985: 68)
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Such was the extent of the power of the Quebec Catholic church that even those
who sought drastic changes were under a great deal of pressure to make those changes
consistent with the etemal verities of church doctrine, and even then, heresies were
suspected. A good example of this is the controversy surrounding Pére Georges-Henri
Lévesque’s 1950 suggestion that, in addition to authority, “freedom, too, stems from
God™:

Authority stems from God; when Father Lévesque, in 1950, was to
declare that “freedom, too, stems from God”, nationalist circles
viewed him as a dangerous revolutionary, which of course went
down well with the authorities, not least with Premier Maurice
Duplessis who quite correctly saw Father Lévesque as an intractable
adversary (L. Dion 1973: 119).

Father Lévesque, as an advocate of free and compulsory education to age 16, as
well as the founder of the Université Laval’s Ecole des Sciences sociales (Faculty of
Social Sciences), was indeed an adversary of conservative nationalists; the traditional
elites had long favoured a classical education system which led to the cultivation of an
elite over a more generally accessible system given to social criticism. Many of the
more trenchant Quebec social critics of future generations would be schooled in the
social science faculty at Laval, and all would benefit from the free, compulsory education
he advocated. In this respect many have argued Father Lévesque was in some sense the
father of the Quiet Revolution, or at least of its ideas. Paradoxically, these changes in

Quebec’s social fabric came against the will of the clerical elite as well as through the

actions of one of their number.
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The Rise of the Union Nationale

The Union Nationale, as indicated previously, owed its electoral genesis to the
joining of two political factions, the Conservatives and the ALN. The Conservatives
represented protectionism in opposition to the free-trade sensibilities of the Laurier and
Taschereau Liberals at the federal and provincial levels, respectively. The ALN tied this
protectionism to the agrarianism that had characterized Quebec nationalism since 1837.
The result was a new party that vaulted Maurice Duplessis to office in a strong electoral
rejection of the economic openness of the Taschereau years, which was most strongly
supported (as the pre-merger Conservatives had not been) by rural constituencies rather

than urban ones:

Such a conception of the future development of Quebec was not
shared by Premier Duplessis. It was rejected out of hand by all those
who supported the Union Nationale and participated in the exercise
of power: the Catholic hierarchy, local elites throughout the
province. .. The political base supporting this edifice was the mass of
voters whose livelihood was linked to agriculture (Clift 1982: 7).

Hamelin, Letarte and Hamelin describe the change in Quebec politics during the
period from 1936-1956 in the following manner:

Le libéralisme se refugie surtout dans les villes. Dans les comtés

de |'agglomération montréalaise, Westmount-Saint-Georges, Outremont
Notre-Dame-de-Grdce donnent plus souvent 70% que 60% de leurs votes
au parti libéral. Ces comtés, avec Montréal-Saint-Louis, ont toujours
élu un libéral depuis 1936...Verdun et Jacques-Cartier n 'ont adhéré

qu ‘une fois a I'Union nationale...dans la ville de Québec, Québec-Ouest
a tendence de maintenir le flambeau du libéralisme.

On peut s 'interroger a bon droit sur la signification du vote urbain.
Ces comtés donnent-ils un vote en faveur du parti libéral ou un vote
de censure a l'égard du parti au pouvoir? Montréal-Saint-Georges
et Verdun, par exemple, sont conservateurs a tous crins durant

[ 'apogée du parti libéral et libéraux durant | ‘apogée de | 'Union
nationale. Ce serait pour eux une facon de manifester leur
désapprobation d 'une politique provinciale trop axée sur les
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campagnes.

Liberalism finds refuges most of all in the cities. In the ridings of the
Montreal agglomeration, Westmount-Saint-Georges, Outremont,
Notre-Dame-de-Grice, give more often 70% than 60% of their votes

to the Liberal Party. These ridings, with Montréal-Saint-Louis, have
always elected Liberal members of the legislative assembly since 1936...
Verdun and Jacques-Cartier have only supported the Union nationale
one time...in the city of Quebec, Quebec-Ouest has the tendency to

keep lit the torch of liberalism.

One may well ask oneself about the significance of the urban vote.
These ridings, do they vote in favour of the Liberal Party or in order

to censure the party in power? Montréal-Saint-Georges and Verdun,

for example, were Conservatives at all costs during the height of the rise
of the Liberal Party, and Liberals during the height of the rise of the
Union nationale. It would be for them a way of manifesting their
disapprobation for a provincial politics too centred around the
countryside (Hamelin, Letarte & Hamelin 1960: 192).

The rise of the UN to power in 1936 signified the end of the old Conservative-
Liberal dichotomy in Quebec politics; a realignment, fundamentally stressing the
cleavage between the cosmopolitan, urban, integrationist liberals and the traditionalist,
agrarian and isolationist nationalists. This cleavage was to become much more
significant with the 1936 election in terms of electoral geography — urban areas

supporting the Liberals and rural areas, massively, supporting the UN. Though

somewhat muted today, the cleavage clearly remains in present-day patterns.

The Founder/Immigrant Cleavage

In this section of the dissertation, we explore a political cleavage between those
“founding” peoples in Canadian society — namely the francophone majority culture in
Quebec, the anglophone majority culture in Canada taken as a whole, and the aboriginal

culture native to Quebec and Canada - and those peoples who are not regarded as
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“founding” peoples and whom we describe here as “immigrant” cultural communities,
even though many of them are of long-standing in Canada and thus are perhaps not
properly so designated. We will speak of these cultural communities and how they relate
to Quebec voting pattemns in the first part of this section, and then of the Quebec
“allophone” linguistic phenomenon, associated with certain of these communities, in the

second part of the section.

Cultural Communities and Voting in Quebec

Cultural communities within Quebec have varying degrees of relationships to the
province’s political mainstream; some communities have been and remain radically
distinct in their political behaviour with respect to the majority of Quebecers, while
others have become more a part of the mainstream. The principal examples in today’s
Quebec of politically distinct cultural communities are Italian-Quebecers, Jewish-
Quebecers and Greek-Quebecers. These three communities have been characterised by
the sociologists M. Michael Rosenberg and Jack Jedwab (1992) as communities
exhibiting a large amount of “institutional completeness” in the province of Quebec; in
other words, the Jewish, Italian and Greek communities in Quebec generally, and
particularly in the Montreal metropolitan area, can depend upon their own institutions to
the point where reliance on either federal or provincial institutions is not necessary.

Congresses representing these three peoples — Jewish-Quebecers, Italian-
Quebecers and Greek-Quebecers, formally joined into a coalition shortly after making
presentations to the Bélanger-Campeau provincial commission on the status of Quebec in

late 1990. This coalition, the Coalition of Hellenic, Italian and Jewish Congresses, was a
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very active opponent of Quebec sovereignty during the 30 October 1995 referendum on
sovereignty held by the government of Quebec. In this way the institutional
completeness of these communities expressed itself in an important way. In the
aftermath of the 1995 referendum, a number of prominent supporters of sovereignty took
note of the organised opposition to the referendum of these communities. Most notable
of the comments raised concerning the institutionalised opposition of these communities
and the en bloc voting of these three communities against sovereignty came from the
writers Pierre Bourgault (League for Human Rights 1995; Bourgault 1996: 184-187),
Jacques Parizeau (League for Human Rights 1995; League for Human Rights 1997) and
in the specific case of the Jewish-Quebecer community, Yves Michaud (2000).

Another long-standing cultural community, which has a certain distinct character
but which also has greater ties to the viewpoints of the province’s dominant political
culture, would be the Irish-Quebecer community. Today, the Irish-Quebecer community
stands as an example of an anglophone cultural community that has been assimilated into
the majority francophone culture to a remarkable degree. In the past, however, this
community was a key swing vote between the francophone and anglophone linguistic

communities.

Jewish-Quebecers

The story of the social and political interaction of Jewish-Quebecers with the
“founding peoples” of the province of Quebec is sufficiently complicated as to warrant
more detailed enquiry. In the text of this dissertation, we will forego this enquiry, and

instead focus upon elements more directly relevant to specific voting behaviours in the
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Jewish-Quebecer cultural community. The cleavage between Jewish-Quebecers is,
whatever else can be said about it, clearly thoroughgoing. Works pertaining to this
division are identified symbolically in the bibliography. A number of points directly
relevant to the present dissertation will be made directly in this section.

Jewish-Quebecers have a long-standing association with the PLQ. This
association goes back to the first two decades of the 20™ Century when the Jewish
community in Montreal was represented by the Liberal member of the legislative
assembly, Peter Bercovitch. Jewish representation in the National Assembly has always
been provided by the PLQ, except for two instances. The first of these was in 1938 when
the UN forwarded a Jewish candidate in the Montréal-Saint-Louis riding by the name of
Louis Fitch, who served for a year until replaced by the PLQ’s Maurice Hartt, also a
Jewish-Quebecer. The second of these involved Robert Libman, the leader of the
Equality Party elected an MNA for the D’ Arcy-McGee riding, who had broken with the
PLQ in 1989 and was beaten in the subsequent election by Lawrence Bergman, the
PLQ’s candidate and also a representative of the Jewish community.

Outside of these aberrations, the PLQ has generally gotten one or two of its
Jewish candidates elected in traditionally “Jewish ridings” such as the old Montréal-
Saint-Louis riding or the current D’ Arcy-McGee riding routinely each election. Support
for Lawrence Bergman, the Jewish-Quebecer PLQ candidate in D’ Arcy-McGee in 1998,
was so high in the overwhelmingly Jewish former municipalities of Cdte-Saint-Luc and
Hampstead that the average percentage vote by the polling stations in these two cities
exceeded 90%. The other major political party in the province of Quebec, the PQ, was

supported at these polling stations by an average of less than 2% of the voters. The
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average number of registered voters per polling station was 241.9 for Céte-Saint-Luc and

250 for Hampstead; at roughly one-third of the polling stations in each municipality, the

PQ’s candidate, Jean-Claude Gaudette, received zero votes.

Table 2 shows how Jewish-Quebecer voting in these two former municipalities

where the largest concentration of Jews in the province of Quebec live is strongly

oriented towards the PLQ as represented in the 1998 election by Lawrence Bergman.

Town Percentage | Percentage Average Average Polls in
Jewish Jewish support by support by which
religion ethnicity (1996 | poll for PLQ | poll for PQ zero
(1991 census), unique | candidate candidate voters
census) ethnicity, part | Lawrence Jean-Claude | supported

of ethnicity Bergmanin | Gaudettein | PQ
municipality | municipality | candidate
Jean-
Claude
Gaudette

Coéte-Saint- | 73.6% 48.4% - unique | 92.41% 1.13% 30 0f 92

Luc 18.5% - part (32.61%)

Hampstead | 74.1% 49.5% - unique | 92.65% 1.88% 6 of 21

21.1% - part (28.57%)
Table 2.

Jewish-Quebecer Voting in Céte-Saint-Luc and Hampstead (D’Arcy McGee riding)

1998 Provincial General Election
Sources: Statistics Canada 1991, 1996; DGEQ 1998

In part, this massive demonstration of support for the PLQ owes to a historical

decision; Quebec’s decision in the 1920s to send Jewish students to the largely English-

speaking Protestant school system, rather than integrate them into a school system in

which French was the language of education, meant that Jewish-Quebecers would largely

gravitate towards English rather than French as a language of expression. This is true for

the main group of Quebec Jews, of the ashkenazi sect of the faith, though a group of




sephardi Jews which immigrated in a later wave of immigration in the 1960s from the
Middle East, mostly from Morocco, is oriented more towards French.

Jewish-Quebec voting patterns have historically not only been pro-PLQ but also
anti-sovereignty per se. Twelve polling stations in Céte-Saint-Luc also recorded not a
single vote in favour of the sovereignty referendum, and other stations reporting not a
single vote in favour of sovereignty included the municipalities of Hampstead, Montreal
West and Dollard-des-Ormeaux, all of which have substantial Jewish populations
(Michaud 2000: 32). The D’Arcy McGee riding voted 3.62% in favour of sovereignty,
by far the lowest of any of the Quebec ridings (DGEQ 1995).

It is evident, despite the claims of the journalist and politician Yves Michaud to
the effect that this opposition to sovereignty amongst Jewish-Quebecers can be
considered an “ethnic vote against sovereignty (“un vote ethnique contre la
souveraineté”, cf. Michaud 2000: 32), that opposition to the sovereigntist project among
Jewish-Quebecers comes from the suspicion of Quebec nationalism’s association with
antisemitism. Other cultural communities in Quebec did not meet with quite the level of
open hostility coming from the nationalist population that Jewish-Quebecers did, and it is
fairly evident that the weight of this past hostility still bears down heavily on Quebec
Jews. Most disturbing to the Jewish-Quebecer population is the knowledge that
individuals who have demonstrated open hostility to Jews have been amongst the most
important and currently revered leaders of the nationalist movement — leaders such as
Henri Bourassa, Montreal mayor Camillien Houde (Tard 1999), André Laurendeau, and

Lionel Groulx.
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Today, the MNAS representing the Jewish-Quebecer community in the National
Assembly are D’Arcy McGee’s Lawrence Bergman and the nearby riding of Notre-

Dame-de-Grace’s Russell Copeman. Both individuals sit on the PLQ side of the

assembly.

ltalian-Quebecers

Italian-Quebecers also have a long-standing political association with the PLQ,
principally dating back to the 1967-1969 Saint-Léonard dispute. This dispute involved
the decision of the Catholic school board in the Montreal suburb of Saint-Léonard to set
French as the language of teaching for schools serving a largely Italian-Quebecer
population. To that point, Italian-Quebecers had either gone to “Anglo-Catholic”

schools, such as those serving the Irish-Quebecer population, or had created bilingual
schools which taught in both English and French, as well as some amount in Italian:

Ce choix des parents italiens trouve ses racines au début des
années 1920 et dans les décennies qui suivirent. Deux éléments
Jondamentaux d’abord: la pauvrété du réseau frangais et
catholique (manque d‘écoles et enseignants mal payées,
comparativement au réseau protestant anglais) et accueil mitigé,
sinon rejet, des “étrangers " dans les écoles trés catholiques

qui refusaient méme les catholiques immigrants. C 'est précisement
pour ces raisons que, dés 1907, la paroisse italienne du Mont-Carmel
avait mis sur pied ses propres classes “bilingues”. Celles-ci
enseignaient l'italien et le francais de la maternelle a la troisiéme
année, et ensuite le frangais et l'anglais, mais aussi le catéchisme
en italien.

The choice of Italian parents finds its roots in the beginning of the
1920s and in the decades that followed. Two fundamental elements:
the poverty of the French Catholic system (few schools and poorly
paid teachers, compared to the English Protestant system) and
mitigated welcome, if not rejection, of “outsiders” in the very
Catholic schools which refused even Catholic immigrants. It

was precisely for these reasons that, since 1907, the Italian
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parish of Mont-Carmel undertook their own “bilingual” classes.
These taught in Italian and French from kindergarten to Grade 3,
and then French and English, but also the catechism in Italian
(Painchaud & Poulin 1988: 152).

To put this in the somewhat clichéd vocabulary of today’s generation of
Quebecers, Italian-Quebecers sought English and bilingual education for “money”
reasons (English schools were better funded, and also were likely to lead to better job
opportunites, both because of this better funding and because prospective employers in
Quebec’s business elite were likely to be English) and “ethnic” reasons (Italians were
seen as unwelcome outsiders in French schools). Part of the construction of the Saint-
Léonard schools crisis also lay in the fact that the English Protestant school system, as
well as schools in the “Anglo-Catholic” sector of the Catholic system, had been more
welcoming:

...[L]es écoles “irlandaises " anglo-catholiques et les écoles
protestantes acceptaient, sinon sollicitaient, tous les enfants
des immigrants qui s 'installaient a Montréal.

...[T]he “Irish” Anglo-Catholic schools and the Protestant
schools accepted, if not solicited, all the children of immigrants
that located in Montreal (Painchaud & Poulin 1988: 152).

In many respects, the inclusiveness with respect to immigrants in these school
systems had to do with a certain self-interestedness on the part of Quebec anglophones.
If the French schools in the Catholic system behaved in an exclusive fashion with respect
to the immigrants, this made it all the more likely that immigrants would assimilate
towards English rather than French, thus bolstering the anglophone community’s
demographic weight in Quebec (Painchaud & Poulin 1988: 153). Nevertheless, the

possibility of doing so was only open because immigrant communities did not feel

welcomed by the French Catholic schools.
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In failing to welcome Italian-Quebecers, francophone Quebecers missed an
opportunity. Italian-Quebecers were, according to the 1967 Bilingual and Bicultural
Commission report, the only non-Aboriginal ethnic group that ranked lower than French-
Canadians in terms of average income (Stephenson 1999: 101). In addition, they were
Latins by heritage and Catholic by faith. French, being a Romance language, is a more
congenial language for Italians to adopt than a principally Germanic language such as
English. One might have thought on the basis of these facts that the two communities
could have found considerably greater amounts of common ground. In earlier years, in
fact, they had found it to some extent — but coming into the late 1960s they would
decisively oppose themselves to each other:

A study of Montreal Italians conducted in 1964 and 1965
discovered that a larger proportion could speak French than
could speak English. They were more likely to marry
francophones than to marry anglophones. They did not wish
to be forced to take sides between the French and the English,
although they were overwhelmingly opposed to the separation
of Quebec from Canada. However, they preferred, for
essentially pragmatic reasons, to send their children to English
schools (Stephenson 1999: 102).

The Saint-Léonard dispute, to Italian-Quebecers, represented one of two
phenomena - it was either an extension of the resented exclusive attitude of the French
Catholic school system towards ethnic minorities or a contraction of greater economic
possibilities that the learning of English might afford members of their community. In
either case, by the conclusion of the Saint-Léonard crisis in 1969, Italians had made up

their mind that one of these reasons was sufficient to side against Quebec nationalism,

and the electoral strongholds of the Italian community in the north-central part of the Isle
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of Montreal have been PLQ ever since, save for a brief flirtation with the UN’s Rodrigue
Biron in 1976.

The three Quebec ridings with the most solid concentration of Italians have voted
PLQ since the 1980s. Table 3 shows the concentration of the Italian population, by
linguistic and ethnic criteria, and the vote for the PLQ in the ridings in question. The
Jeanne-Mance, Viau and Viger ridings centre around the Saint-Léonard area, which
remains the preferred location for Italian-Quebecers in Montreal. Two of these three
ridings are represented by members of the Italian-Quebecer community at present: the
Viau riding, representated by William Cusano, formerly the secretary-general of the
Consiglio Educativo Italo-Canadese (“Italian-Canadian Educational Council”’), who has
represented Viau since 1981 in the National Assembly; and the Viger riding, represented
by Anna Mancuso, formerly the national president of the Italian-Canadian Congress. Ms.
Mancuso was elected in a special election in 2002, but she also took over from an Italian-
Quebecer representative for this riding, Cosmo Maciocia, who was the MNA for Viger
since its creation in 1980.

Table 3 shows that these three riding strongholds for the Italian-Quebecer
community have not deviated from warm support for the PLQ nor from strong opposition

to the sovereignty referenda in any election since 1981.
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1989 - 65.06%
1985 — 70.24%
1981 — 49.0%

Riding Percentage Percentage PLQ Voting in | Non Veting in
Italian as Italian as Past Elections | Past
language: ethnicity: Sovereignty
“mother tongue” | unique Referenda
and spoken at ethnicity, part
home of ethnicity

Jeanne-Mance | 30.9% - mother 34.1% - unique | 1998 - 77.31% | 1995 -75.31%
18.2% - at home | 3.6 - part 1994 - 74.22% | 1980 — 67.46%

Viau

17.8% - mother
12.4% - at home

18.6% - unique
2.1% - part

1998 — 70.08%
1994 - 63.19%
1989 - 61.48%
1985 - 66.12%
1981 - 44.5%

1995 — 68.80%
1980 - 65.92%

Viger

21.3% - mother
12.9% - at home

23.5% - unique
2.4% - part

2002 - 72.26%
1998 - 64.80%
1994 - 64.27%
1989 ~- 60.73%
1985 - 68.28%
1981 —49.7%

1995 - 67.88%

Table 3.

Pro-PLQ and Anti-Sovereignty Voting in Ridings Comprising Concentrations of

Italian-Quebecers

Provincial Elections After 1980 )
Sources: Assemblée Nationale du Québec 2002; Statistics Canada 1996; DGEQ 1998

Greek-Quebecers

The cultural community of Greek-Quebecers also has, in an overall sense, a clear

association with the PLQ and with opposition to sovereignty, though some clarifications

do need to be made about this statement at the outset. First, some political attitudes

expressed by Greek-Quebecers need to be explained in the context of their mother

country’s post-World War II history. Shortly after World War I, Greece had its own

civil war between communist revolutionaries and Greek nationalists; each side to the




conflict was supported by the USSR and the US, respectively, so the civil war can
propertly be seen as itself being a battle in the Cold War. This civil war endured for three
years, from 1946-1949, and ultimately saw the defeat of the communists and the
establishment of parliamentary democracy. A number of right-wing pro-American
governments governed in Greece until 1963, when the liberal/social democratic George
Papandreou was elected. The King of Greece, Constantine II, dismissed Papandreou in
1965, and a short two-year period of institutional instability followed as various leaders
attempted to form interim governments before the next elections in 1967. Just before
those elections, a military junta led by George Papadopoulos took over the country.
During the rule of General Papadopoulos, which lasted from 1967 until he was deposed
at the end of 1973, liberals and leftists were greatly on the defensive.

Greek-Quebecers were strongly divided during the Papadopoulos regime into
“pro-junta” and “anti-junta” factions, and to some extent, the war between supporters and
opponents of the Papadopoulos government spilled into life in the Greek community in
Montreal. Christos Sirros, today the PLQ MNA for the Laurier-Dorion riding in central
Montreal, recalled the worries about political expression which characterised the feelings
of many in the Montreal Greek-Quebecer community during the days of the junta:

To compound an already difficult situation, there existed a definite
lack of unity amongst even the immigrant population. In fact it may
be said that there was a state of active disunity. Political events in
Greece during 1967 served as a catalyst for such disunity. Many
Greeks had left Greece for political reasons as well as economic
ones. There were those who wanted to forget about any sort of
politics, those who wanted to continue their fight against the

Greek regime, those who supported the Greek regime and those
who feared any kind of association with any of these groups.
Suddenly, people who had previously been friends began to

question each other on the issue of the coup d ‘état. Suspicion,
long a trait of people who must fight for their survival, began
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to creep into almost all community affairs (Sirros 1973: 6).

The leader of Greece’s socialist party in exile, Andreas Papandreou, the son of
George Papandreou and an academic economist by profession, accepted a post in 1969 as
a professor at York University in Toronto, bringing the mother country’s political
situation further home to Greek-Quebecers. Strong support for the two Papandreous soon
manifested itself in Montreal’s “working-class socialist Greek immigrants” (Chimbos
1980: 128), and this translated into support for the New Democratic Party:

Most of the Greek-Canadians who participated in the New Democratic
campaign in Montreal had been involved previously in socialist
movements and campaigns in Greece. The immigrants’ involvement
in the NDP campaign enhanced their political solidarity and later
facilitated their active involvement in the political issues of the home
society. For example, in 1965 they organised the mass rally in
Montreal against King Constantine’s dismissal of George Papandreou.
Later on they became the organisers of the anti-junta movements

in Montreal (Chimbos 1980: 128-129).

Since the PQ also had its connections to social democracy, some of this “working
class socialist” political sentiment could also translate into support for the PQ:

The editor of the Greek-Canadian newspaper The Hellenic Postman
(the most popular Greek-Canadian socialist newspaper in Canada)
expressed his views about the [1976] victory of the Parti Québécois as
follows: “The electoral victory of the Parti Québécois opens new
horizons in the life of our province. It brings a new message of
progress, justice, happiness and security for all people of this

beautiful and wealthy province...With faith, trust and devotion to

the new leaders of our province let’s all...contribute to the creation

of a NEW QUEBEC which will provide equality, justice and

affection for all.” (Chimbos 1980: 130).

However, the honeymoon for Greek-Quebecers with the PQ after the 1976
election was short lived, given the quick implementation of Bill 101 the following year.
Greek-Quebecers believed that “immigrants already established in Quebec would have

freedom of choice in the language of their children’s education” (Chimbos 1980: 130), a
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somewhat naive belief since the Saint-Léonard crisis had made it fairly clear that this
kind of choice was not generally advocated amongst linguistic activists in the
francophone community. Like the Italian community, the Greek community was a
community of long standing in Quebec; there were 1000 Greeks in Montreal by 1906 and
the earliest Greek immigration occurred around 1820 (Stathopoulos 1971: 25). It was
likely for this reason that the Greek community reacted very negatively as well to
controls over the language of instruction in their schools, and did so not so much because
of hostility to learning French, but because of the perceived economic and social benefits
of learning English. A brief submitted to the province by Greek-Quebecer community
activists from the Greek Community of Montreal organisation provides some insight into
their position:

We wish first of all to state that French must be established as the

main official language in all facets of public life in our province.

However, we also support the position that knowledge of the

English language is indispensable for success in any career in

Quebec, in other parts of Canada and in the North American

context. This knowledge is also indispensable for the proper

optimisation of the human resources of our community, within

the framework of the desired development and progress of the

Quebec society (Chimbos 1980: 130).

The roots of this attitude amongst Greek-Quebecers can be traced to some of the
same sources in Quebec’s educational policy; like Jewish-Quebecers, Greek-Quebecers,
the vast majority of whom practice the Greek Orthodox religion, were not welcomed into
the French Catholic school system during the early periods of immigration, and

consequently were also officially relegated to the English Protestant school system

(Chimbos 1980: 83).
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Unlike the other ethnic groups discussed in this section, Greek-Quebecers do not

control as strongly the voting behaviour of any specific riding. Greek-Quebecer voters

are numerous in the Laurier-Dorion, Acadie and Chomedey ridings, the former two

ridings in the central part of the Isle of Montreal and the latter riding in central Laval.

Laurier-Dorion has been generally regarded as the “Greek riding”, and has been

represented since 1981 by Christos Sirros of the PLQ, a member of the council of the

Greek Community of Montreal himself born in Athens. However, as Table 4 shows, the

Chomedey riding in Laval is perhaps now more properly considered the “Greek riding”,

as it has a much larger Greek-Quebecer population, which even surpasses 10% speaking

11.1% - at home

1.3% - part

1994 - 67.70%
1989 — 53.39%
1985 — 72.66%
1981 —- 54.8%

Riding Percentage Percentage PLQ Voting in | Non Voting in
Greek as Greek as Past Elections | Past
language: ethnicity: Sovereignty
“mother tongue” | unique Referenda
and spoken at | ethnicity, part
home of ethnicity

Acadie 6.1% - mother 6.3% - unique 1998 - 75.19% | 1995 - 78.78%
0.3% - at home 0.5% - part 1994 - 73.71% |( 1980 - 73.58%

1989 - 65.62%
1985 — 74.04%
1981 — 56.7%
Chomedey 15.8% - mother 15.9% - unique | 1998 — 69.87% | 1995 — 72.62%

Laurier-Dorion

11.1% - mother
9.4% - at home

11.1% - unique
0.4% - part

1998 — 56.70%
1994 — 55.53%

1995 - 62.78%

Table 4.

Pro-PLQ and Anti-Sovereignty Voting in Ridings Comprising Concentrations of

Greek-Quebecers

Provincial Elections After 1980 )
Sources: Assemblée Nationale du Québec 2002; Statistics Canada 1996; DGEQ 1998
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Greek in the home. The Chomedey riding shows the expected warm support for the PLQ
— the only election in which support was not overwhelming for the PLQ was 1989, when
a strong Equality Party candidate took votes away from the PLQ candidate, Lise Bacon -
and strong opposition to sovereignty. The expected pattern is also demonstrable in the
Acadie riding in which Greeks are less numerous but fairly evidently part of a pro-PLQ
and anti-sovereignty consensus. Interestingly, it is the renowned “Greek riding” of
Laurier-Dorion which demonstrates less fervour for the PLQ than the other ridings,
though admittedly still an outright majority in every election, and enough to elect and re-

elect the main representative of the Greek community to the National Assembly.

Irish-Quebecers

The cultural community of Quebecers of Irish extraction has been involved in the
politics of the province since before the days of Confederation, as Irish immigrants to
Quebec were largely part of a pre-20™ Century wave of immigration. Unlike Italian-
Quebecers and Jewish-Quebecers, Irish-Quebecers have